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PROCEEDINGS ON TIlE TRIAL. 

IT has been suggested as desirable to connect the several Plan of the 

speeches contained in the present publication by notices SlUllllW'7. 

of the intervening prOceedings on the trial; and it has been 
judged that such' notices. ,would be most conveniently 
introduced by b~g brought together, in a narrative form, 
at the commencement of each volume. In entering on the 
plan at the present point, it will be necessary to supply 
here what should properly have been prefixed to the 
first volume-to join with the account of the proceed-
ings connected with this portion of the work a view of 
the course of the trial from its commencement. Any 
indication of opinion in favour of either the prosecution or 
defence will be avoided; and nothing further will, be 
attempted than to narrate the occurrences of each day's 
sitting of the Court, and briefly to refer to public incidents 
directly influencing or growing ,out of the impeachment, in 
order that the progreBB of the trial may be present to the 
reader's mind as he ,takes up each succeeding speech. 

Little occun:ed that requires mention during the period f.ittl::: 
embraced in the first volume: the ·speeches themselves ~°!'ndence 

h • b' f th I' ' . f h olferedfor are t e engr08slDg 0 ~ects 0 e ear Jer part 0 t e the two tint 

trial. The evidence which they introduced or commented charges. 

on was received with Ii,ttle opposition from the Defen-
dant's Counsel; and it is not O~ object, to detail the:evi-
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dence itself, which was published at the time by authority of 
the Court. Although exception was sometimes taken to evi
dence. and angry discussions occasionally arose between 
the Managers and Counsel, the course of the proceedinO's 

• 0 

'2.P~d'tion during the prosecution on the two first Articles of the im-
IIIU eVl ence . 
:~ther peachment was comparatively smooth. But in supporting 

the sixth Charge, relating to presents alleged to have been 
received from corrupt motives, the Managers were again and 
again opposed by the ,Counsel for" the defence, in tbeir 
endeavours -to introduce particular matters of evidence; 
The contests arising -from· these "-differences were carried on 
in arguments which somet.imes extended over the entire day's 
eitting of the Court; and the questions proposed were of so 
-nice a character that the. proceedings were more than once 
suspended, while they were referred to the Judges for solu
tion. In some instances, the disputes between the Managers 
and Counsel were determined by.the mere iXpression of the 
Lord Chancellor's opinion; but more commonly they were 
formally discussed by" the Lords, who, on such occasions, 
retired from·" the Hall to their own chamber," for the pur
pose of considering their judgment, and, on their. return, 
announced it through the Chancellor. The" duration of the 
trial was much affected by the frequency of these discussions. 
Although the number of sittings of the Cour~ occnpiecl by the 
prosecutioll on the two tirst and the two second charges was 
nearly the flame, the time over which they were l'pread was 
very unequal. In the former case, the sittings were included 
in one session of Parlinment,· from the beginning of Feb
ruary to the 13th of June, 1788; in "the latter, they 
were spread over three sessions; partly, it is true, owing to 
interrUptions of a special eharacter~ but jn a considerable 
de!!Tee in consequence of the numerous adjournments of the 

o • 
"Court for lengthened periods, to anow opportunity to the 
Lords for debating on, or to the Judges for considering, the 
questions disputed between the partieS. The struggles were 
occasioned by the difference of view taken by the Managers 
and Mr. Hastings' Counsel of the rule proper to be fopowed 
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regarding the admission of evidence. The former chafed at 
the restraints imposed on them by the forms of Common 
Law Courts, and asserted the right of adducing such evidence 
Jli bore upon their Cl1j!e without regard to technical limita
tions. The la(ter Rsed all their skill as lawyers in b~fHing 
these pretensiolls of their opponents, and were ever on the 
watch to resist the slightest informality; arid each imputed 
to the other the design of defeating justice by endfessly 
protracting the proceedings. . The altercations between the 
contending p:l.rties, principally conducted by Mr. Burke and 
Mr. Fox, on the part of the Managers, and by Mr. Law on 
the side of the Defendant, were often of an angry tone. 
They were reported in full by :Mr. Gurney, who was em
ployed by the Managers as their short-hand ~eporter, and 
who, not by deputy, as implied in our previous mention of 
this subject, * but, as we have the author~ty of his grandson, 
Mr. Joseph Gurney, for stating, ,,;ith his own hand, took 
notes, still extant, of the whole proceedings. 

The preparations for the trial in 'Vestminster Hall, and 1788. 
the ceremGny of opening the Court, have already heen 
described;t and we shall now endeavour to give a short 
connected narrative of the proceedings from day to day; 
not, as we have said, attempting to dissect the evidence 
brought forward, but simply stating the subject which occu-· 
pied tbe attention ot the Court at each of its sittings, and 
noticing the numerous disputes which arose on the admissi-
bility Qf evidence, and other incidents illustrating the history 
of the prosecution. 

The Court was f.Jr:ned on the 13th of February, 1788,Openin~ot 
proceedin,rs, 

nnd, simultaneously with the first exercise ot their functions 13 l'eb.1788. 

as prosecutort", the Managers were obliged to protect them-
selves from attempts to discredit the honesty of their motives. 
On the 14th of the month. l\Ir. Fox called the attentiou of 

• See Vol I .• Introduetion. p. xli. 
t See Ibid., p. :uxiL . 
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1788. the House of -Commons, to apauiphlet, _ora libellous cha4 

P~tion racter, published by Mr. Stockdale, and read passages from 
of libellous 't' h' h h 1. " ,.. .. - H . ' d pamphlet. 1, -)n W IC t e cllarges ,agamst Jur. astings were asserte 

1p -be groundless, and his impeachment ascribed to party 
feelings~, The motion for a prosecution -by :the Attorney 
General was supported by the Ministers, _ after a slight 
amendment of the terms of it j and the trial- of: Mr; Stookdale 
in the Court of King's Bench, on the' 9th of December 
following, when he was defended by Mr. Erskine, resulted 
in a verdict of acquittal.' -- ,- - . 

The two first days, the 13th and 14th of February; _were 
occupied in reading the Articles of impeachment, and 
Mr. Hastings' answers to them. 

Burke's On the 15th of February, Mr. Burke commenc~d-- his 
~E:~~h. General Opening of the charge, and continued his _sp'eech 
ment. through the two following court days, the 16th and 18th 6f 

February;terminating it on the following day.-
Opposition After the conclusion of Mr: Burke's speech, the Managers 
ta=~ to of the prosecution and the Counsel for the Defendant imme-
tryeaoh • p _ • 
Mticle sepa- dlately Iound themselves at ISSUe as' to the order of the 
rately. future proceedings. On the part of the prosecution, it ~as 

urged by Mr. Fox that ea Article ought ,to be taken 
separately, the evidence produced and the d~fe.nce made 
to it, as a distinct- charge; and he referr~d: -to' preee

. dents in the conduct of the impeachment' of the Earl of 
Macclesfield and Lord Strafford. ThiS course was objected 

.. It is stated by the anthor of the contemporary" History of the Tfial" that 
-" In the course of the first day's speech he worked up the passions of the 
Court- in so powerful a manner, when he described the sufferings of the 
native HindOO8 under the government of Mr. Hastings, that the Court repeatedly 
called out' Hear I hear I'" And, in reference to the description of the cruelties 
practised by Deby Sing on the inhabitants of the province of Ruugpon, on 
the third day of his speech, the same author states that-" In this part of his 
speech Mr. Burke's descriptions were more vivid, more harrowing and more 
horrible, than human utterance, on either fuet or fancy, perhaps ever formed 
before. The agitation of most people was very appareut, aud Hi'll. Sheridan -
was so overpowered that she fainted." Mr. Burke 18 described as .. dropping 
his head npon his hands a few minute-," overcome by his own emotions. He 
was shortly afterwards taken ill, and obliged to discontinue his address for 
that dar. ' 
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to by Mr. IIat!tings' . Counsel; who insi:sted, .on' grounds as .1788. 
well of convenience to the Court as of justice to their client, -
that the evidence on all the Articles should be brought 
'forward before the Defen~ was· opened. The Lords with-
drew to their chamber to consider· their judgm 

The question was regarded as of considerabl~ importance Im8:!rtance 

. to the success of th,e prosecution, and much· difference of :~!.uon. 
9pinion was shown in the discussion of it in the House 
of Lords. Although the House eventually adopted the 
opinion of Lord Chancellor Thurlow, who, at great length, 
argued in favour of the course proposed by Mr. Hastings' 
Counsel, as many as thirteen peers, including the Dukes 
of Devonshire, Bedford and Portland, with Lord Lough
bor,?ugh, entered a protest against the decision of the 
majority. 

On. the .next court day, the· 22nd of February, addres
!3ing the Managers, the Chancellor said, "I have, in charge, 
tQ inform you that you are to produce your evidence in 
s,upport of the prosecution before Mr. Hastings is called 
upon for his defence." 

Immediately after the announcement of their Lordships' PJfee~:tOf 
judgment, Mr. Fox proceeded to open the first Article of~:r::l" 
the impeachment, relating to the trea~ment of Cheyt Sing:, Grey. 

Raja of Benares, and concluded his speech on the same day. 
His auditory is stated to have been more numerous. than that 
of any previous day of the trial. 

On the 25th of February, Mr. Grey opened the remainder 
of the first Article of. the charge ;*and, OJl.. the conclusion 

• The following is the criticism of the author of the "History. of the 'l'rial." 
on the character of Mr. Grey'. speech; and his manner of delivery :-" Mr. Grey 
was nearly two hours in delivering his speech. His manner was soited to the 
occasion; he was fervid, graceful and impressive. He was collected, without 
arrogance ; free in his expression, without any rattle of volubllity; firm in his 
sentiments, with scarcely any disgusting obduracy to the defendant.. Mr. Grey 
spoke like a man in earnest. He did not philosophise, agitate and edify, so 
powerfolly as Mr. Burke. ; but l1eshowed.. som!' reading anq Some lIbstract 
reflection. He not only declaimed, but his speech had, .what is less attainable 
by so YOUDg'. man, much good arrangement and lucid order."-'Historyofthe 
Trial, &c .. rart L, p. 20. • . . 

• 
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1788. of his speech, the Managers proceeded to adduce evidence in 
support of the charge. 

Evidence on After the examination of witnesses to prove the terms of 
the First h 
Charge. t e royal charter grantt·d fo the East Indja Company, in 1696, 
~J'!.~t~t t~e appointment of Mr. Hastings as Governor General, and 
~~~~~P{~~ce the Act of Parliament of 1774, the l\hnager$ were proceeding 
~;o~. to read Mr. Hastings' Defence to the first Article, delivered 

Question of 
reading 
extraets 
from docu
ments. 

Objections 
to evidence 
of offences 
not in the 
charge. 

before the House of CommonE', -as enterell in the journals of 
the House, but were stopped by the Counsel, who insisted on 
the original minutes of the Defence being produced, with 
which demand the Managers complied. 

On the 26th of Fcbruary, the ninth day of the trial, 
various papers were read as evidence on the first Charge; 
and, in reference to an objection made by the Managers to 
the unnecessary reading of an entire document· by the 
Connsel, when a portion only ,~as cited, the LordChancellor 
decided that" if a paper is produced it must be read entire, 
if required by either party, and that the House, for tIle 
present, must put a confidence in the party who shall insist 
upon its being eo read entire that they will not do. it 
ft·ivolously."* An objection was made by the Counsel, at the 
end of the day, to the reading of a letter from' the, court of 
Directors to the Governor General and Council, offered as 
proving a breach of orders by Mr. Hastings, there being no 
allegation of the offence in the Article, and the Court 
adjourned. 

Decision in Ou the 28th of February, the Lord Chancellor announced 
favourot . 
Managers. that the 'Managers were at liberty to read the letter objected 

to by the Counsel. Further documentary evidence was then 
,reqd, without opposition, together with several extracts 
from Mr. Hastings' Narrative of the Insurrection in Denare!', 
in 1781.t 

Question of On the' 29th of February, othCl' extracts were read from 
~=r.. Mr. Hastings' Narrative, and further dbcuqlentaryevidence 

• ,. Minutes of the Evidence," p_ 46. 
t The entire Narrativ,e is printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence,' 

pp. 109-270. 
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adduced. A discnssion arose on a p~oposal by Mr. Adam 1788. 
for printing the extracts from Mr. Hastings' Narrative 
in the "Minutes of thc Evidence," without reading them 
in Cour~; the proposal was rejected, at the suggestion of 
Earl Stanhope, -and the extracts were read at length. Oral 
testimony was taken during the L'ltter part of the sitting; 
and Mr. John Stables, Mr. Fox Calcraft, both of whom had J!1xamina-

d . . . . ... B I M J h tlOnof serve 1D a nllhtary capaCity 1D enares, aD( r. 0 n sC'talbles, 
. a craft, 

Benn, who had been the assistant to the Company's Resident andBenn. 

at Benares, were cxamined, A . question being put by 
the Managers to "the latter witness, to show he hl':dgiven 
contrary evidence before the House of Commons, objection 9bjectio!, to 

, C I ' lmpea.chmg was raised by the ounse for Mr, Hastmgs, on the ground t'!eirown 

h ' -'! 1 " d' h WItness. t at It was" penect y new 1D JU lcature t at any person 
producing a witness should himself undertake. to impeach 
his credit." Arguments were heard on either side; it 
being explained on the part of the Managers that their 
object was to show" that the witness had not said clearly Question 

h h· h f: ~ , " referred to t at w IC we can' prove, rom a IOrmer exammatlOn, It was th~ Judges, 

in his power to say," It being late in the afternoon, the 
Lords adjourned to tbeir own chamber, and the question in 
dispute was referred to the Judges, 

After an interval of, six weeks, occasioned by the absence 
of the Judges on circuit, the Lords again assembled in the 
Hall on the lOth of April; when the Lord Chancellor D~ou 

dh 'd" h . BgalU8t announce t elr eClslon t at" It was not competent for the Managers" 

Managers to put the question proposcd by them to the 
witness," . On the announcement of this' resolution the 
Managers asked 'eave to withdraw. They shortly returned, ~tesF t of 

d 
• .....-. ox. 

and Mr, Fox, a dressmg the -Court, state(l it was impossible 
the Managers could, in their minds, acquiesce in the de
ClSlon. That it was so important to the whole proceedings 
that only their feeling it a superior duty to proceed with 
despatoo in the trial withheld them frolD appealing to the 
House of Commons for instructions, That. they were 
thoroughly convinced they had a l'ight to put the question, 
That, in cases of impeachment, which are usually directed 
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1788. against pcrsQns of influence, tilC ,vitncsses are likely togive 
unwilling testimony.' That they the more regretted the 
decision because it was at variance' with a prl}vious one, in 
which their Lordships asserted their .adherence to· the 
practice of the lower courts. That' tbey acquiesced, "not 
acknowledging the principle which is held out to us, but 
upon the principle of convenience-that we would not 
delay this trial; always protesting in favour of the rights 
of the Commons of. England, which we do not mean to admit 
it to be a precedent for superseding aud for destroying." * 

Mr. Benn Mr. Benn and Colonel Gardiner were then examined, 
and Colonel • • all • h h f Ch S' d his Gard.!ner pnnClp y Wit respect to t e arrest 0 eyt- mg, an 
eDmmed. d' fi t treatment unng con nement. 
Anstrnther's On the 11th of April, the thirteenth . day of the trial, 
:~:::,i::o': Mr. Anstruther, on the part of the Managen-, summed up 
~~t the evidence produced in support of the first Article of the 
qbserv

b
... impeachment. And, on the conelusion of his speech, Mr.' 

tiona y 
Mr. Burke. Burke made a few observations on the subject of the insults 

offered to Cheyt Sing during his arrest, and on the treatment 
shown to Durbejey Sing during his imprisonment.: An~ 

thus the case for the prosecution was closed on the Benares 
charge. 

Adam's On the 15th of April, the fourteenth day of the trial, Mr~ 
:K:'C='~~ Adam opened the second Article of the impeachment, relating 
Charge. to alleged acts of injustice towards the Begums of Oude, the 
~~~l~: ~o~her and. wldow of the ~eceased Na~ab of O~de. An 
ings. mCldent whICh occurred dunng. the deliv~y of hiS speech 

requires notice. In the course of his argument, he charged 
Mr. Hastings with having falsified dates in his Narrative of 

• Gurney's Report, 1.18. , 
f It is stated, in the" History of the Trial,"·that "the Prince of "Wales, the 

Duke of York, and the Dukes of Gloucester and Cnmberland, were presentdnriog 
the day's proceedings. The Commons were few in number; and the audience 
lessened so continually, from time to time, that at last scarcely any heare ... 
but those who were obligC'd to hear were left in the Coort."-l'art I., p. 27. 

t .Printed. in Volume 1, of the present ",ork, p- 362, 
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the insurrection in Ben8.r!ls. . . Galled by the imputation, 1788. 
Mr. Hastings' whispered to a gentleman in his box that the 
assertion was false. The words were -caught by Mr. Adam, 
who, in violent terms, protested' against the Interruption and 
repeated his charge. * . 

On the 16th of April, Mr. Pelham supported the· second ~~:We!~~ 
Article of the charge. On the close of his speech, Mr. Sheri:-~~m. 
dan rose to conduct the evidence to be brought forward on the Evidence. 

Article now opened; having first, with the concurrence of the 
Defendant's COUDsel, proposed that, in future, not the whole !'":::Yoe; 
of any volu~inous paper exhibited in evidence should be ~::.:: of 

printed, but only the part specially applying to the subject. papen. 

He then proceeded to prove a printed paper circulated in 
the lobby of the House of Commons, and p'urporting to be 
a second Defence of Mr. Hastings upon the second Article 
oftne CLarge.t Major Scott, who, when Mr. Hastings was tF!:mmfinMa-. _ . Ion 0 aJor 
in India, had acted as his confidential agent in England, scoectitt, reo 

. . ~ ~ 

and from the commencemen~ of the present proceedings had ~~;e::nd 
been hiS staunch supporter, both in the' House of Commons Defence. 

and in the . public press~ was examined by Mr. Sheridan on 
the subject of this second Defence, and stated that he had 
distributed a. few copies of it among members of the House. 
He was then questioned as to the composition of Mr. Hast- The first 
• ' Defence 
lDgs' first Defence at the bar of the House of Commons, co:mposedfhY 

• ..' fnends 0 
and mform-ed the CoUrt that It was written within the space ~r. Haat-

oC six· days, but 'that the only portions' of it -composed by mgs. 

Mr. Hastings himself were the general intro~uction aud the 
answers to the 4rticles concerning the Rohilla war and the 
King's tribute. He specified the auth~rs of the other parts of 
the Defence, viz., the witne~s hinlse]f, Mr. Halhed, Mr. Shore, 

. • The observation 'of the bistori~n of the trial upon Mr: Adam's speech is 
as follow_" Mr. Adam was up three hours and an half, and was heard with 
great attention. . In many parljl he deserved it. .In parts there was a violence 
liberal .men do not love. The Commons were' more numerous than usual. 
The female part of the audience were in greater numbers than have lately been 
8.een."-History of the Trial, Part I., p. 33. 
. t It is headed "The real State of the facts contained in the Fourth Article 
of Mr. Burke'. Charge, divested of all. extraneous matter in which they are 
'eaveloped ." and is priuted in the .. MiDutesof Evidence,up. 362; 
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1788. a member of the ~uprcme Council, Mr. Middleton,' Mr. 
Markham, Mr. Baber, Major Gilpin and Mr. Benn; and he 
stated that many passages were introduced into the paper, by 
the different contributors to it, which ~Ir~ Hastings himself 

- . 
had never read when it was presented to the House. 

~:~}n.. On ~he 17th of Apl'il, the sixteenth day of the trial, Mr. 
Mr. Holt. Holt, who had been assistant to the Resident at Luckno,v, 

in 1779 and 1780, was examined for five consecutive hour!', 
principally with the object of proving Mr. Hastings'influence 
over the Nawab of Oude; and his examination was resumed 

B
MajOr on the 22nd of April. It was followed by various written rown . 
~:d GOring, evidence, and subsequently by the examination of Major 
Mr. Stables. Brown, Mr. Goring and Mr. Stables. 
~~}n::... The principal witness examined on the 23rd, the 24th 
Middleton. and 29th, of .April was Mr. Middleton, formerly political 

Resi!Ient at the court of Lucknow. He is stated' t.o have 
shown much confusion in giving his evidence, and to have 
resorted to the plea of forgetfulness when pressed on subjects 
which it was hard to believe had escaped ,his memor!. 

J;mmin.... On the 30th of April, Major Scott was again examined at 
tlOn of MaJor 
~:.t~~~3J ... great length, and again on the 1st of May. After which, 
ton.. various letters were produced and read, and Mr. Middleton 

was once more examined. 
orSirElijah On the 6th of May, a great deal of written evidence was 
Imp.,.. given in and read, and Sir Elijah Impey, formerly Chief J us

tice of Bengal; was examined on the subject o~ the affidatits 
sworn before him relative to the insurrection in Benares. 

Of Mr. Mid. On the 7th -and 8th of May, after the reading of much. 
dleton. written evidence, Mr. Middleton was examined on the sub-

ject of the seizure of the Begums' jagirs. 
or Capt. ~fter an adjournment for the 'Whitsun holidays, thE!_ 
!'!t~~nel Court resumed on the 20th of May, when various written' 
Acbmutty •. evidence was aaduced, and Captain Edwards and Colonel' 

Achmutty were examined, mainly in relation to the alleged 
rebellion of the Begums. 

Garbling or On the 21st of May, extracts were read from the Persian 
leLters. correspondence, during Mr. Hastings' administration, to sho,v 
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tbattbeletters had been garbled and mutilated, and that 1788. 
forged papers had been introduced among them. Other written 
evidence was read, to sho\v tbat the resumption of the jagirs 
w~s against the wish, pf the Nawab. In: the course of the day, 
Major Sclftt presentedhilD5elf for the purpose of correcting a ~?!,,;ia~~~ 
statement made by him at a previous examination, and in ~~n~jor 
which he had denied that he ha(1 made any other communica-
tion respecting presents rcceived by Mr. Hastings than what 
he bad aIt'eady mentioned. He now acknowledged a letter 
to the Chairnian of the Directors, detailing every instance of . . 

h . f . b M I:T' S' EI" hI ObJectlonby suc receIpt 0 presents y r. ~astmgs.. lr IJa mpey SirE.lmpey 

Is U d · h' . 1 h' h h toanswer a 0 was ca e In, to aut entlCate certalO etters W IC e questions, 

had delivered to the House of Commons; and an interrup-
tion to the proceedings was occasioned by his hesitating to 
answer the questions p~t to him-fir~t, on the ground that 
he was afraid of exposing himself to censure, as be had 
been already charged, in the House of Commons, with ar· 
rogance and contumaciousness in his mode of conducting 
hil)lself on a previous examination; and, secondly, from 
apprehension of his evidence being turned against himself in 
n prosecution he was threatened with by the Commons. lIe 
subsequently complained that snares were laid for him in 
his examination-an expression which, Mr. Fox insisted .. 
deserved the reprimand of the Court: 

On the 22nd of May, lir. Purling, who had acted as the ~:Illmina,.. 
Company's Resident at Luckuow , was examined by the Earl of ~r~P~rling. 
Suffolk respecting the state of th,e province of Oude. ·Written 
evidence Was presented, anel Sir Elijah Imp~ . corrected a C01'J"4!Ction 

d· b 'd' b l' b fi h I:T ofeVldence Iscrepancy etween eVI ence gIven y um e ore t e ~ouse by Sir E. 

r C . d h' . . . Impel', o ommons an . IS statements 10· n recent exammatlon. 
He was further questioned, chiefly on the cir~umstances of 
laking the affidavits respecting the Begums' concern in the 
Benares insurrection. Capt. Juquea, the· officer who had Capt. 

held the ministers of the Begums in his custody, during Jaques. 

part of the time of their confinement, was called in, and gave 
evidence respecting the harshness of the1.r treatment. 

Mr. Sheridan was stopped' by AIr. Hastings' Counsel in .an 
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1'788.· endeavour to elicit from the witness the contents of certain 
Objection to letters which 'he had received from the Resident at Luck
~e,::;~~DB. now, on the ground that he was putting lep-ding questions to 

his own witness. Mr. Sheridan retorted that the witness 
could not be considered as the evidence of the Ma\agers, as 
he waS known to have been in close communicatjon with the 
Counsel themselves; 

On 'the 27th of May, Mr. Jaques was again examined. 
Subsequently, the Managers proposed to read from Mr. Mid
dleton's letter-book his correspondence with Major Gilpin, by 
whom Capt. Jaques had been relieved at Fyzabad,but were 

Insistanceotopposed by Mr. Hasting's Counsel, who insisted that Major 
~~el on Gilpin ought to be called to: prove the receipt of the letters. 
WItness to T h" h M' b' t d . h M' prove 0 t IS t e anagers 0 ~ec e , as m t at case ajor 
letters. Gn" ld b d' d h' • 

Major 
Gilpin. 

Emmina. 
tionof Major 
Gilpilland 
Mr. Mid. 
dleton. 

, 1 pm wou e regar east eIr WItness, and they would 
thereby be debarred, by a former resolution of'the Court, 
from' putting what might be called leading questions to him. 
Eventually they submitted to the objection' of the Counsel, 
and called in Major Gilpin to prove the hitters in question. 
The Major was then examined' by the Counsel; to prove the 
reality of the Begums' preparations to assist Cheyt Sing, and 
the respectful treatment they had subsequently received, 
when in confinement. 

On the 28th of May, after observations by Mr. Sheridan 
,on incorrectnesses in the printed Evidence, Major Gilpin was 
again cross-examined by the Counsel. Mr. Middleton also was 
questioned I!-S .to the origin of the design of resuming the Be-
gums' jagirs; and gave very material evidence on this subject. 

lnaoouracies -On ~he 30th of May, the thirty-first" day ot the trial, in printed -
EVldence. Mr. 'Sheridan 'again: brought forward the, subject,'of' inaceu-

~cies in the printed Evidence, and proposed a 'plan for 
preparing a list 'of en-ata, which was accepted by the 

Ezamina. Counsel; Mr. Middleton was then subjected to an examina-tionofMr. 
Middleton. tion, principally concerning the treatment of the !lunuchs, 

the ministers of the Begums, and alleged instructions from . , . 
Mr. Hastings to induce the Nawab to glve a present, 
after the treaty of Chunar. :To many of the questions put 
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to him be refused answers, lest he might ~~{<V.tJ 78 
criminating himsel£ On the conclusion of his an~l~ ~ 
:Mr. Sheridan informed the Court that the Ma !!eiI~had 
closed their evide~ce on the second charge. 

On the03rd of June, the thirty-second day of the trial, Mr. S~mmingof 
• •. eVldence on 

-Shendan proceeded to sum up the eVIdence on the charge the Second 
, , Chargebv 

relating to the Begums of Oude. His speech was continued ~~.sherl.. 
through the 6th and lOth, and brought to conclusion on 
the 13th, of the same month. Excitement amongst the 
public was at ita highest pitch on the first day of his great 
speech. Although the Court was not formed till twelve 

. o'clock, it is stated that" by eight o'clock in the morning 
the avenues leading to the hall, through New and Old 
Palace Yardi!, were filled with ladies and gentlemen of the 
most respectable appearance, many of them peeresses in 
full dress, who stood in the streets for upwards of an hour 
before the gates were opened." * He is stated to have been 
much exhausted at the end of the second day, and on 
th~ afternoon of the third day was suddenly interrupted 
by illness. t 

• .. History of the Trial of WalTen Hastings," Part I., p. 74. 
t The general opinion of those who heard Mr. Sheridan's speech was, that, 

however splendid, it scarcely equalled his famous oration in the House ot' 
Commons, in bringing forward the same charge, on the 7th of February, 1787. 
If Mr. Burke, however, spoke his honest sentiments when he gave his 
opinion -on the merits of the later speech, in a debate in the House of Com
mons, on the 6th of June-when only half of it had been delivered-it is not 
easy to conceive how it could have been surpassed by any eft'oh evell. of the 
Bame wonderful genins. He said in reference to it,-" Every member had been 
strock dumb with astonishment and admiration at the wonderful eloquence of 
hi. honourable friend (Mr. Shllridan), who had that day again surpl'is(>4 the 
tholllDnds who hung with rapture on his accents by such a display of talents ' 
III were unparalleled in the annals of oratory, and as did the highest honour 
to himself, to that house, and to bis cOllntry." • • • "Of all species of oratory, 

. of every kind of eloquence that had been heard, either in ancieut or in modern 
times, whatever the acuteness of the bar, the dignity of the senate, or the 
morality of tbe pulpit, could furnish, had not been equal to what that house 
had that day heard in Westminster Hall. No holy religionist, no man of any 
distinctiou as a literary character, could have come up, in the one instance, to 
the pure sentiments of morality, or, in the other, to the variety of knowledge, 
force of imagination, propriety and vivacity of allusiOn, beauty aud elegance 
of diction, and strength of expression. to which they had all that day listened. 
From poetry up to eloquence, there was not a species of composition of which 

VOL. II. b 
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1788. Mr. Sheridan's summing up of the evidence on the charge 
Close -;;tthe relating to the Begums closed the proceedings for that session 
=on of of the Parliament. The trial had already occupied thirty-

five days, extended over an entire session, and expres
Motion in sions of impatience were heard in the public press. The 
theHouae • db th . b' f of Commons expense mcurre y e prosecution was a su !Ject 0 com-
for account lain d th -h f '1 . .-
ofexpensee. p t; an , on e 9t 0 Jl ay, a dll'ect motion was made 

by Mr. Burges. in the House of Commons, for a particular 
account from the solicitors to. the Managers of the whole 

Altercation expenses of the prosecution. The debate which ensued gave 
~~~ke rise to a very angry altercation between Mr. Burke and 
and Hr.Pitt. Mr. Pitt. In reference to an explanation offered by Mr. Pitt 

Further 
motions for 
accounts. 

of certain communications between the Treasury and the 
Managers. Mr. Burke stated that his assertion was not 
true; Mr. Pitt replied, that, "perhaps, from being accus
tomed to use an extraordinary licence of speech elsewhere, 
Mr. Burke showed himself so much the slave of habit and 
practice that he forgot the place where he was. and seemed 
desirous of introducing that habit aud practice within these 
walls." Mr. Burke retorted, that Mr. Pitt" had alluded to 
what he supposed to have passed in a plaCe where he seldom 
or never made his appearance; -but it was -the--curse of his 
situation to be surrounded with whisperers and tale-bearers, 
and to tak;e up matters as they were conveyed to his ears 
by such reporters:' * 

On the 20th of May, the accounts which had been called 
for were laid on the table of the House, and a second motion 
by Mr. BUrges for a more particular account was carried, 
against the wish of the Managers, by a majority of sixty to 
seventeen. An effort was made on the 6th of June, by the 
same member, to, induce the House to require a monthly 
account of expenses; but this was successfully resisted by 
the _Managers. 

a complete and perfect specimen might not have heen culled from one part or 
the other or the speech to which he alluded."-Parliamentary History, 
vol xx:rii. col. 544 • 

• See Parliamentary History, vol. xxvii., col. 493; and Adolphus' History 
of England, vol. vi-.p. 149. . '. . 
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1789. 

In the interval between the prorogation and the day ap- Se8sJ.;;;"of 

pointed for the re-assembly of the Parliament, the exercise of 1789. 

the functions of royalty -was interrupted by the King's illness. 
Shortly after the op"ening of the session, by commission, on the 
3rd of February, 1789, a petition was presented to the House Petition of 

of Lords by Mr. H~tings, complaining of the gre!J.t hardships ;:s ~~:'-e 
h· h th d· d . f h t 'al b Houseof to W IC e extraor mary uratlOn 0 t e p .. was su - J,ords. 

jecting him. Amongst these, he mentioned the change of 
his judges by the decease of many members of the House; 
the detention of witnesses necessary for his defence, and the 
probability of his being deprived of many of them by various 
accidents; injury to his health; and waste of hisfortune; 
that his expenses had already exceeded 30,0001., and, conse
quently, that, should his life be continued to the close of the 
prosecution, hemight find himself destitute ofthe;neans of de
fence and even of subsistence, and " run the dreadful chance 
of having his character transmitted on their records, blasted 
with unrefuted· criminations ;" and he prayed them to pro-
ceed OIl his trial. withQut delay.* Circumstances, however, Delayin 

d h · d.i t . f d' Th proceedings. prevente t e Imme a e resumptIOn 0 procee mgs. e 
attention of the Legislature was for some time engrossed by 
the consideration of a Regency Bill. On the 19th of February, 
a notification was made to. the House. of Lords of the Kipg's 
recovery, and the debates on the Regency were of ~ourse sus
pended •. Adjournments from time to time succeeded, till pro
ceedings were formally opened by the de~very of a speech in 
the King's name by the Lords ComlIlissioners, on the 10th of 
March. The absence of the Judges on circuit still further 
delayed the resumption of the. trial; and it was not till 
the 21st of April that the Court was again formed in 
Westminster Hall.· 

On that day, the thirty-sixth of the trial, Mr. Burke Mr.~urke·s 
d . f th . h Art· I f h· . h opemngof opene a portion o. e Slxt IC e 0 t elIDpeac ment. ~~ofthe 

The substance of the accusation contained,. in the Article c::ge. 

• Parliamentary History, vol. xxvii, col. 1344. 

b2 
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1789. wns, that, contrary to his covenants with the court of 
substanceorDirectoril, as Governor General, and to terms of a special 
thechar!le. Act of Parliament, he had received various presents; 'from 
COl'l'llpt corrupt motives. That) in the ycnr 1783, he took a 'present 
presents. from Raja Nobkissen, umler colour of a loan, to the amount 

of 34,OOOl.-That, in the' year 1780, he nccepted :IS a 
present, from Sadanund, the treasurer of Cheyt Sing, the 
sum of \wo lacs of rupees, equal to 20,0001.-Tlmt, in the 
same year, he took from a person cnlIed Kelleram a sum of 
four lacs of rupees, or 40,OOOL, and, in consideration of it, 
granted to him and to Cullian Sing, in perpetuity, the farm of 
the revenue of the province·ofBehar.-That, in the year 1781, 
he accepted from Asoff-ud-Dowla, Nawab of Qude, being 
then in a state of great pecuniary embarrnssment, the sum of 
ten lacs of .rupees, equal to 100,0001.-That, in the same 
year, he took from a person called NunduloI, 58,000 rupee!', 
equal to 5,000l.-That, in '1772 and the two following 
years, he extorted, by menns of his banya, Cantoo Baboo, 
from the zamindar of Rajeshaye, di-yers sums, amounting to 
4 lacs 40,000 rupees, equnl to 40,0001.; and that, bcing 
charged with the same before the Supreme Council, he 
refused to clear himself from the accusation.-That) in 
1773, he took from Raja Nundcomar and other persons 
divers SUVIS, amounting in value to 40,0001., as bribes for 
appointments; particularly for appointing Raja o-oordass, 
SOIl of Nundcomar; to the head of the finances of Bengal, 
and making Munny' negum, wi,dow of Mir Jaffier, formerly 
Nawab of Bimgal, superior of the family of Mobaric-ud
DowIs;, the theuH-a.wab, and constituting her minister of the 
government and guardian of the Nawab's minority, the said 
Munny Begum being wholly unqualified for the appoint
ment.-That, in the year 1773, he took the sum of 36,000 
rupees for himself, and 4,000 rupees for his banya" Cantoo 
Baboo. from one lUan J ehan Khan, out of his salary as 
fuujJar of Hoogly, to whicIi office Ite had appointed him; and 
illnt. when charged therewith by the majority of tIle Council, 
he refused to answer, and, moreover, prohibited the said-
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Khan J ehan Khan from giving testimony respecting the 1789. 
transaction. 

Mr. Burke- selected for his ()pening the portion of the 
charge relating to the presents received from Munny Begum, 
in consideratiou, as was alleged, for the appointments of 
superior of the Nawah's household and guardian of his per
son; and introduced the circumstances of N undcomar's ao
cusationofMr. Hastings, presented to the Supreme Council, 
in relation to these and other corrupt presents. He dwelt 
on the ge.neral COlTuption of the service 'by !Ir. Hastings' 
example. and on the measures taken by him; in connection 
with the public accounts, for concealing ~is illegal praetices. 
lie prefaced his address with a notice of complaints, spread lIfr,Burke's 

about by Mr. Hastings and his friends, of the length of the speech. 

trial; in justification of which he cited, in' comparison; 
the proceedings during the session of the Committee on the 
Colchester election, which had lasted as many days as 
the present trial. And' he answered other complaints of the 
expenses to which Mr. Hastings liad been driven by the 
Dature of the proceedings, by asserting that they were more 
than covered by the amount of one of the bribes he should 
prove him to have accepted. 

Mr. Burke's speech extended through the 25th of April 
and the 5th of May, and was concluded on the 'lth of that 
montIl. The 22nd of April had' been appointed for the 
second hearing 'of his address, but, after the Lordi! had met 
in the Hall as usual, Mr. Burke was seized with sudden 
indisposition, and the Court adjourned to the 25th. The 
speech bears the impress of the marvello~s power anil rich
DCilS of the great orator's mind ; and, while abounding in 

. passages of the loftiest eloquence, never loses sight of its 
object of setting the circumstances of the charge distinetly 
before the Courf:, and heightening to the utmost every 
feature in the transaction to which guilt could be ascribed. 
But, in the .course of the first d~y of its deli~ery, his ~a~est- ~:'l~. 
ness of feelmg led Mr. Burke mto expressIOns 1I,0t JustIfied ingswitb 

• - the murder 
by the terms of the Impeachment, and which brought upon of Nund. 

comar. 
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J. 789. him a serious mortification. In reference to the prosecution 
of Maharaja Nundcomar for forgery, and his eventual 
execution, at the very time·when he was urging charges of 
bribery against Mr. Hastings before the Supreme Council 
of Calcutta, Mr. Burke said of Mr. Hastings, " Yet there is 
an action which is more odious than the crimes he attempts 

Proceedinp;s to cover; for he has murdered this man, by the hands of 
~~te~W:t Sir Elijah Impey."* On the 30th of April, when the 
Commons. Lords had met fot: a further hearing of the opening of the 

Petition or 
Mr. Hast
ings to the 
House 
against un. 
authorised 

It,~k~ 

sixth Charge, a message was presented from the. Commons 
desiring that the trial might be deferred to a future day; 
This interruption was occasioned by a petition of Mr. 
Hastings, which. had been presented in the House of Com
mons on the 27th of April, by Major Scott,. complaining 
of extraneous accusations, not included in the Articles of 
impeachment, and wholly false and unfounded, having been 
introduced by Mr. Burke into his speeches, and, especially 
of his having charged him with the murder of Nundcomar; 
and praying that he might have an opporttinity of answering 
these charges, or that the House would grant him redress. t 

.. See page 47 of the present volume. 
t The following are the terms of the petition :-" That the petitioner was 

impeached by this House, before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in . Par
liament assembled, on a charge of high crimes and misdemeanors, contained 
in certain Articles exhibited according to the just and proper usage of 
Parliament, and was required by the Lords ·to give in his answer to the 
same, a competent time being allowed him to prepare it, and which answ"r 
he delivered in. accordingly; and that the Managers appointed by the House 
to carry on the prosecution, not confining themselves to the Articles of charge, 
which were especially exhibited against the petitioner, and to which he was 
required to deliver his. answer, and had so answered as aforesaid, did, in the 
last year; introduce certain allegations in the course of their proceedings, 
which not only were not contained in, nor bore any immediate relation to, 
the said Articles of charge, but were wholly extraneous and foreign from 
them; although they were or" such a nature as, if true, wonld have rendered 
the petitioner infinitely more criminal than 8Rything contained in those which 
had been formerly exhibited against him; and that the allegations to which 
the petitioner more particularly alludes were as follows :-that he was con
cerned as an accomplice in a plot, alleged to have been formed for the purpose 
of assassinating the Shahzada, or 'Prince of Hindostan ;":""that he was concernf>d 
as an accomplice in procuring the death of Meeran, the son of the Naboh 
Jaffier Ally Cawu;-that he was the author and instigator of various acts of 
oppression and savage cruelty alleged to have been committed by a man 
named Deby Sing, under the appointment o( the petitioner ;-and that the 
trial, after an adjournment of upwards of ten months, was recommenoed on 
the 21st instant, and the Article, intitnled • Presents,' opened by the Right. Hon. 
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The question of hearing the petition was supported by 1789. 
lIr. Pitt. and the subject of it was debated on in the House 
at several successive sittings. After it.had been resolved that 
the petition should be received, Mr.· Burke withdrew from 
the discuBBion; and a. letter from him was read iIi theHouse, 
pledging himself to persist in the prosecution until he should 
he removed from the management by direct vote. A Com-
mittee was appointed to search' for precedents as to the steps 
proper to be taken upon the petition, and Mr. Gurney, the 
short-hand writer, was examined in respect to the actual 
words uttered by Mr. Burke. It was eventually voted, on VH0te oUhe ouse 
the motion of the Marquess of Graham," That no direction ~ttthef propne yo 
or authority was given by this House to bring as a charge the charges. 

against Mr. Hastings, or to impute to him, the condemnation 
and execution of N undcomar; and that the words spoken 
by lIr. Burke,-c he (meaning Mr. Hastings) murdered him 
(meaning Nundcomar) by the hands of Sir Elijah Impey,' 
ought not to have been spoken:'· 

In Cont~uing his opening of the sixth Charge, on the Reference 
. by Mr. 

5th of May, Mr. Burke alluded at some length to these Burke to 

F..dmund Bnrke, in the name' of the Commons of Great Britain; and the said 
Rigbt Hon. Manager, in like manner as in the preceding -year, introducing 
many allegations foreign from the express cbarge, did, in direct terms, charge 
the petitioner with the horrid crime 'ot murder, using the following words, 
, He '-meaning the petitioner-' murdered that man'-alluding to Nund
comar-' by the har.ds of Sir Elijah Jmpey ;'-that the said Right Hon. Ma
nager, and the other membera appointed by the House with him to be joint 
Managers of the prosecution, have at various times declared that they spoke by 
instruction from this House, whose representatives they were, and that they 
sbould allege nothing that they were not prepared and willing to prove ;-that 
it would not become tbe petitioner to suppose that such allegations, 80 made, 
in the name and by the representatives of this Honse, were not made by tbe 
command of the House, althongh. no charge containing them has been, yet 
preferred against him. The petitioner; therefore, declaring tbat the above
recited accnsations.are all untrue and utterly unfounded, most humbly appeals 
to the justice of the House, and prays that such of tbem as properly fall withiu 
the immediate cognizance of the Honse may be brought forward, and pro
secuted in specifio Articles; and that, in respect of the rest of them, such other 
mode ofproaecution may be directed, or othermeans adopted by the Honse, as 
may enable the petitioner to make 'the refutation of the several matters of 
grievons crimination as public as the charges themselves have been; or that 
the Honse will afford him such other redress in the premises as to the Honse 
naIl aeem meet."-ParliamentsryHistory, vol. xxvii., coL 1364. . • ::ne numbers in the division were; Ayes, 135; Noes. 66; Majority 69.
l'arliamentary Histqry, voL ~vii coL 1422~ 
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1789. proceedings, and with much dignity of language, avowed the 
pro;;;;;;Ullgs check he had received from the House of Commons, expres-
m the House • • b" h . I' H" otCommons. SlDg entire su mISSIOn to t elr reso utlOn, yet re ectlDg on 

the readiness they had shown to overrule Ms judgment. He 
declared that, on tne part of the Commons, he withdrew the 
imputation on Mr. Hastings of being concerned in the death 
of Nun~lcomar, but he reasserted it in his private character, 

:n.a....s.crtion and that in terms such as these :-" It was by the poverty . or the ' • 
chargt'o of the language I was led to express my private feelings 

under the name of a murder; for if the language had 
furnished me, under the impression of those feelings, .with a 
word sufficient to convey the complicated atrocity of that 
act, as I felt it in my mind, I would not have made use of 
the word murder."· 

On the 7th of May and on the following court day, after 
Production the conclusion by Mr. Burke of his speech, various docll-
o! evidence. • 

mentary eVIdence was 'read, on the part of the Manager~, 
Objection to by Mr. Grey. Exception was taken by the Counsel for 
f~~:.pyota Mr. Hasting!;! to the admi~Bion of a copy of a letter from 

,their client to the Directors, the Managers having fi\iled 
to find the original in the East India House; and the 

Z::i::~l to Counsel carried their point. An objectioll was subsequently 
Directors. raised by them to the reading of. certain orders transmitted 

by the court of Directors to :Mr. Hastings, requiring regular 
accounts to be kept of the expenditure of the Nawab of 
Oude's allowance; but they gave way, on the understanding 
that the evidence was to be hereafter expunged, if the 
Managers failed to prove its relevancy to the charge. 

On the 14th of May, the forty-second day of the trial, 
various papers were given in evidence, to show the character 
and position of N undcomar; but tIle greater part of the day 

Objection to was consumed in' a discussion on the admissibility in evidence 
Nund- " • f h • 
coma.r's of N undcomar s exammation on 1\ paper 0 C arges l\,<T!Unst 
paperot. C '. 
oharges Mr. Hastmgs, presented before the Supreme ounClI of 

• Speech of Mr. Burke on opening the Sixth Chllrge.-Printed in the 
present volume, p. 116, • 
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Calcutta in 1775; it being objected by the Counsel that 1789. 
the examination was not taken upon oath, that it was taken agai;.t 
in the absence of Mr. Hastings, that it was a proceeding ~ Hast. 

before an incompetent jurisdiction, and that N undco~ar 
was anerwar~ convicted of a forgery, committed' by him 
prior to . the said examination being taken. The Lords 
adjourned to the chambar of" Parliament to discuss the 
questiou. 

At the opening of the Court on the 20th of May, the Lord ~on 
Chancellor rose and announced the decision of the House of ~ 
Lords that" it was not competent for, the Managers to pro-
duce the examination of N undcomar which they tendered 
in evidence, the Managers not having proved, nor even 
stated, anything as a ground for admitting such evidence, 
which. if proved, would render the same admissible." 

After a protest hy Mr. Bmke against this resolution, the Thequestion 

question was almost immediately re-opened, by a. claim put re-opened. 

forth by the Managers to produce the minutes of a consul-
tation of the Council of Calcutta of the' 20th of March. 
1775, when Mr. Hastings was present, in which were re-
hearsed the miuutes of the previous Board, held on the 13th 
or March, including the examination of Nundcomar. 

The judgment of the Court was, "That the circumstance 
or the consultation of the 13th of March, 1175. being read 
at a consultation of the 20th of March. 1775. at which 
lIr. Hastings was present) does not of itself m~ke the matter 
or such consultation of the 13th of March admissible 
evidence." 

The Managers remonstrated against this judgment, and. in 
the discussion which ensued, the Lord Chancellor interpreted 
the opinion of the Court in the following teI'DlS :-

"The examination of Nundcomar by itself is clearly no evidence at 
all. To admit evidence which is incompetent, and which contains in it 
criminal imputation against th~ Defendant, would be to admit unwar
nnted &lander.... • • ",There is no way (as the .argument alleges) 
of making Ule paper eO~peteut; evideu~ bQ,t; bl rroving ~at Mr. Hast-
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1189. ings had done or said something, in reference to that paper, by whicb he 
had, in that act, made it competent evidence; and the Lords are of 
opinion that the circumstance, of sitting by to hear it read is not such 
an act."· . 

The argument was connnued by Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke 
at great length. The Lord Chancellor again explained that, 
if the Managers could show that the evidence offered could 
apply, by connecting it with some criminal act done by the 
Defendant, they would be allowed to make uSe of it. After 
further arguments, delivered by Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox, 
the Court adjourned. 

Decision On the following day, the 21st, the Lord Chancellor 
~~~l'II. announced the decision of the Court "that the consultation 

of the 13th of March cannot now be read." After some 
remarks by Mr. Burke, the minutes of the 20th of March 
were read. From these it appeared that Cantoo Baboo had 
been ordered to attend the Council of the 13th of March. but 
had not obeyed; and had afterwards assigned, as his reason 
for not attending, an order from Mr. Hastings not to obey 

Objection io ~he SUmmOns. Mr. Burke then again demanded that. the 
~~~!nce minutes of the 13th of March might be read, as connected 
~:.!':;~n with this act of Mr. Hastings in interfering with the orders 
subject. of the Council.' Along discussion ensued. and the Court ad
Question journed without having decided the question. In the 
~~=- interval between the adjournment and the next meeting, the 

Lords referred the question to the twelve Judges, whose 
answer was,-" That it is not competent for _.the Managers 
to produce an examination without oath. by the rest of the 
Councillors, in the absence of Mr. Hastings, the Governor, 
charging him with corruptly receiving 3~54,105 ~pees." et,(l. 
Accordingly. on the ~7th of .May. the Lord Chancellor 

Deci.,ion announced the decision of the Lords,-" 1'hat the examina
~inst 
,uanagers. tion of N undcomar and the proceedings of the rest of the 

Uouncil. on the 13th of March, after Mr. Hastings had left 
tl1e Council. ought not to 'be read." 

• Gurney's Report, MS. 
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Mr. Burke remarked upon. the resolution of the Court in i~~. 
the following terms :-

"My Lords. after hearing this' determination' of your Lordships. the 
ground and I'e8IIOns of which we do not understand. nor can in the 
smallest degree conjecture, I must say that one great political purpose 
will be answered by that decision. Not only no Governor General of 
Bengal can be hereafter convicted of the offence of bribery, from -the 
very nature and circumstaDcesof the affair, but it will teach him to 
throw oj[ aU those guards of prudence which men. use upon such an 
occasion: and that crime. which has hitherto been considered as essen
tially secret. will become public. notorious. and walk in the face of day. 
That greatest of aU and basest of aU guilt will appear with the face and 
mask of innocence. My Lords. I am only to say that a Go,"ernor 
General of Bengal cannot be betrayed. not only by his own guilt, but 
by the greatest implUdence added to guilt. For, though he shall su1fer. 
the proors of his guilt to be recorded upon the corisultations and most 
solemn records of the Company. signed by his own hand. transmitted 
and authenticated by himself. and argued upon in his own defence. your 

. Lordships are to know nothing of what the world knows but too much 
and feels but too welL··· 

Mter further observations of the same character, he 8I?ked Objection 
. . "'d I f M B to " letter penmSf!lOn to gtve lQ eVl enc«? a etter 0 unny egum,orMunny. 

mentio~ed in ~he minutes, and chargiD.g Mr. Hastings with Begum. 

the receipt of money for the' grant to her of the office of 
guardia~ to the Nawab of Oude, then a _minor. arguing 
at great length on the propriety of its admission. The 
decision was referred by the Managers to the Lord Chan-
cellor. who rejected the evidence. They then called Mr. 
Francis, as a witness to prove the delivery of the letter to 
the Council, but their questions were objected to and they 
suffered him to withdraw. Vanous papers were read in 
evidence. and the Court adjourned. 

On the following day, the 28th of May, an objection by Objec:tions 
th C I f 1lr_ H' dm' • toevJdenee e OUDse 0 Jl.ll". astmgs to a It as evidence a commis- overruled. 
siOJi from the Council of Calcutta to Mr. Goring, to inquire 
J'especting alleged embezzlementli of .the Nawab's revenue. 
under the administration of MunnyBegum.- was over-
ruled. A long discussion ensued on the admission of. the 
Begum's answers to queries drawn up by Mr. Hastings and 

• Gumey's'Beport. lIS: -
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Various 
matters of 
evidence 
l'Iliected. 

proposed to her by the Council. The decision of the C~urt 
was again in favour of the Managers. 

June the lOth, the forty-sixth day of the trial, was occupied 
by unsuccessful efforts on the part of the Managers to obtain 
the admission of various matters of evidence, viz., a letter of 
Mr. Goring relating tAl the money received by Mr. Hastings 
from l'tfunny Begum, under pretence of an entertainment; 
objected to as irrelevant :-the Pcrsian original of the 
Begum's letter to the Council of Calcutta relative to 
the same transaction; opposed by the Counsel and rejected 
by the Court :-evidcnce by Mr. Goring of the delivery 
to him by the Begum of the same leiter, with her ackuow
ledgment of the presenta.tion of the monerto Mr. Hastings 
for his entertainment; similarly opposed and rejected:
lastly, a charge of bribery against Mr. Hastings by Rnja 
Goordnss, which Mr. Burke endeavoured to have read, by " 
stating that the object was to infer from the demeanour of 
Mr. Hnstings, when be was made acquainted with that 
charge, a proof of bis guilt. The Lord Chancellor objected 
that the demeanour ought to be first proved. Mr. Burke 
termed the decision preposterous. Lord Kenyon remarked 
upon the expression as disrespectful to tlle house. Earl 
Stanhope vindicated Mr. Burke; who llacified the Court by 
explaining that he used the word as "meaning" putting the 
cart before the horse." 

On the 11 th of June, every effort ,vns made by tIle 
Managers to procure the admission in evidence of the trans
lation of a letter floom the Begum to Mr. Hnstings, which 
had been delivered to the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons by Major Scott, and in which she affirmed the 
presentation to him of 1\ lac amI 1\ half of rupees. At the 
close of the day the Lords adjourned to their c1mmbcr to 
consider their judgment, which was "not delivered till the 
17th of the month. It was in the simple terms tlmt the letter 
ought not to be read. 

An incident in the plooceedings of tbe 11 th of June 
deserves notice, as characteristic of the tone and temper 
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exhibited in the conduct of the trial. In the course of .. 789. 
the altercations between the Managers and the Defendant's DisrIiSpe<.-s

Couosel, Mr. Law a~serted the principle, that, unless a !l!!':: 
uld bl· h h·' h b ·d h by Alr.Law. prosecutor co esta IS IS C arges y eVl ence, t ey . 

ought to pass for slander and Co'1lumny; and, having subse-
quently stated that he had the authority of the House of 
Commons for declaring that Mr. Burke hall used slanderous 
and calumnious expressions, not warranted ..,y his instruc-
tions from them, he explained that he was aware of their 
opinion by what had fallen from Mr. Burke himself, in his 
account in that Court of late proceedings in the Hou~e. 
This reflection on the conduct of the prosecution was caught 
up by Mr. }'ox,.who indignantly declared his det~rmination 
not to proceed in the trial until the Court had expressed 
its opinion respecting Mr. Law's bnguage; and the 
Managers we~e only at length quieted by a declaration of 
the Lord Chancellor that it was indecent to apply the terms 
slander or calumny to any thing that was said by authority 
of the House of Commons. 

The remainder of the 17th of June, after the admission Question 

f . I • d • d b h reterredto o a smg e paper, was occuple III an en eavour y t e theludges. 

Managers to induce the pourt to receive in evidence 
official accounts of sums given by Raja Goordass and Munny 
Degum to Mr. Hastings, as bearing on the fact of Mr. Hast-
ings having reappointed them to their respective offices. 
The Lords withdrew to their own chamher at half-past two 
o'clock, and, after debating the point, drew up a question 
upon it, which they referred to the Judges, who, on account 
of its impOrtanCe, desired time to consider their decision. 

On the next day of the trial, the 24th of June, the Lord 
Chancellor announced the resolution of the House, that the 
accounts "ougllt not be read." Defore proceedings were 
resumed, Lord Porchester proposed that two other questions, 
which he wished to read, should be referred to the Judges; 
but, as it was not according to form for the L?rds to discuss 
8ueh proceedings out of their own ch.'lmber, they immediately 
withdrew, and the trial was adjourned for six days. 
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On the 29th of June, the Lords went into Committee to 
I'lf',l" "inquire into the usual method of putting questions to the 

Judges and receiving their answers in judicial proceedings." 
After the reading of precedents and much debate, it was 
resolved, "That the proceedings on the trial of Warren 
Hastings, Esq., had been regular, and conformable to prece
dent in all trials of a similar nature.'" 

Etrol'ta to The 30th of June was consumed in· efforts made by the S:.:: :vi- Manage~ to obtain the admission in evidence of a letter of 
.tatementof M G - . - . b M 
the Begum's r. ormg, contaimng accounts given y unny Be!!Um of 
of ,.res~nts • ~ 

~H:t- presents made by her to Mr. Hastings. The first claim for 
inga. its admission was grounded on the fact of its having been 

received .and entered as read, and printed .at length in the 
Appendix to the" Minutes of the Evidence," though an 
extract only had been actually read in Court and prmted hi 
the Minutes themselves. The decision of the Lords was, 
that" the papers· printed in the Appendix, over and .above 
what were actually read, have never been read, nor received 
by the House as read." The admission of the letter was 
subsequently urged by the Managers, because it formed 
part of a consultation which had already been read, and also 
because it had been rendered evidence by the demeanour of 
Mr. Hastings, who had req~ested the court of Directors to 
'read and. consider it. The Lords adjourned to their own 
chamber to consider their decision. 

Decision On the next day of the trial, the 2nd of July, the Lord 
~:=.~~ Chancellor informed the Managers that "the letter of Mr. 

Goring, of the 29th of June, 1775, ought ~ot to be read" 
Other documentary evidence was then put in by the 

.Ol?jection to Managers j but they ware opposed in an attempt to read a 
d~~:~g paper, offered to disprove the Nawab of Oude's claim to be 
the Nawab 'd d .. M H' h' . . of Ou'!-e'. consl ere a sovereign· prmce, . r. astings avmg Justi-
BOVereJgJlty. • . ' f M B th f fied hisre.;appomtment 0 unny egum to e regency 0 

that country by alleging the will of the Nawab, who had the 
right of appointing. The Lords, as usual, withdrew to their 
own chamber to discuss the arguments of either side. 

On the. next day of the trial, the 7th of J nly, the 
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decision of the Lords was announced, that the paper 1789. 
above referred to ought to be read. The remaining Writ-. -
ten evidence was tendered by the :Managers in support :bj;c __ _ 
of the . first portion of the sixth charge, and admitted. 
:Mr. Bnrke then stated that, as Mr. Hastings had a...c::serted Objection 

tbat the Begum's answers to queries transmitte~ to her by ~ 
• ad be b· ed h llr. G·' theJrown Mr. Hastmg& h en 0 tain Y JJ.lC. onng m an un- evidence. 

justifiable manner, he desired to call Mr. Goring to prove 
that he bad used no improper influence to procnre the 
answers in question. Mr. Law objected that, as the 
• Managers had produced the minutes entered by Mr. Hast
ings as evidence against him, these minutes ought to be 
considered as tho witnesses for the prosecution, and there
fore the Managers ought not to be allowed to disparage them 
by afterwards endeavonring to prove they were false. After 
hearing the arguments at length between the Managers and 
Counsel for the Defendant, the Lords withdrew for consider
ation of the question. 
. On the fo~owing day the ~~ again met, ~d the Lord ~;~~ 
Chancellor announced the decISIon of the Lords m the terms Lords. 

"that the question proposed to be asked of the witness by 
the Managers ought not to be put." Mr. Bnrke expressed Protest of 

the disappointment of the Managers at this resolution of Mr. Bur);.". 

their Lordships. He protested against it IlS tending to the 
utter 8ubve~on of all justice-

•• We proposed to your Lordships to prove Mr. Hastings guilty by 
showing the falsehood of the preterl which he made to cover his actions. 
Your Lordships permitted us to read the pretext, and we would have 
produced the evidence to prove the falsehood of this pretext. YoW' 
Lordships have refused UB that: by which we stand in this unlucky cir. 
cumstance, that we seem, prima jronte, to have produced evidence 
against oW'86lves, whereas we produced only the pretext, in order after. 
wards to ground upou it the falsehood of that pretext. . We are inter
cepted between the one and the other!' 

He concluded his observations by stating that it was not 
the intention of the Managers to adduce any further evidence, 
at present, nponthe branch of the sixth Article he had opened • 

.After a short address fr()ID Mr. Law, complaining of· the 
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'lr!'l" ".O~ licence tnken by Mr. Burke in protesting against the decision 
J :~q?f the ?ou~t, and of its injurio.us ef!e~t upon his client, fr~m 

. Its possIble mfluence upon public OpInIOn, as well as from Its 
obstruction to the proceedings, l\Ir. Anstruther offered to 

C1oseottho begin his opening of the remainder of the Article. But the 
US';,onot Padiamentary session was drawing to a close, and the Lord 

Chancellor proclaimed the adjournment of the trial to the. 
first Tuesday in the next session. Before his Lordship 
had left the woolsack, Mr. Hastings claimed to be heard, and 
addressed the Court in the following words :-

:Mr. Hast- .. My Lords, I feel myself unfit for the occasion which calls upon me 
~;~~·to state to your Lordships what I feel of the unexampled hardships 
1789, of this trial. I came here not prepared for such an event as I see is now 

impending. I beg that your Lordships will indulge me but for a few 
minutes while I recollect myself, I beg you will consider the situation 
in which I stand, as well as :the awe which I must feel before such an 
assembly, 

" My Lords, I have already, in an humble petition, presented to your 
Lordships at the beginning of this year, stated the hardships and 
grievanees, and but a part of the har(!ships and grievanees, which I 
thought I should sustain when only one year of this iItlpeachment had 
passed. 'l'hose, my Lords, have accumulated; many of them propor
tionably accumulated by the time which has since passed; but, in my 
sense of them, have been infinitely aggravated when I have seen' so little 
done and so much time consumed; and yet not one tenth part of one 
single Article, out of twenty which compose the charge, has occupied 
your Lordships' time the last nve months. And what period shall I 
estimate for the remainder of an impeachment, where so little has been 
done and 80 much time already consumed 1 My life is not sufficient, in 
any estimation of it, for a Parliamentary inquiry; and I do beseech your 
Lordships-I know not what to make the prayer of my petition; but I 
do beseech your Lordships to consider what my health-what my life
what my fortune-must sustain, ifit should be your determination that 1 
shall wait until it shall please the justiee or the candour of the honour
able House of Commons, which has impeached me before your Lordships, 
to carry on this prosecution. 

" My Lords, I hope I shall not be thought to deviate from the respect 
which I feel, I am sure, equally with any man living, for this very 
august assembly, if I say that, had a preeedent been pntsented to me of 
a man impeached, o.s I have beeu, whose trial had been protracted to such 
a length, and to such a length as mine probably is to be protracted-if 
this had been put before my eyes, and I had seen the consequences to 
which I should have been exposed by such an. impeachment-I pray 



PROCEEDlNqS ON THE TRIAL. xxix 

),our Lordships will pardon me if I say r woUld have pleaded ·guilty. I 1789. 
would not have sustained the trial. I would rather have rested my 
cause and my character, dearer to me than 'life, upon that truth which 
sooner or later will show itself for the clearing my integrity, than 
have submitted to a ~rial which of itself woUld have proved a hundred 

. timea severer than any your Lordships coUld have 'inflicted upon me, had 
you tried me and found me guilty. Had I pleaded guilty, you could not 
have inflicted a punishment upon me more severe than that I experience 
by a life or impeachment. 

II I only beg to su~mit.my case to your Lordships, that, if it is in your 
power to apply a remedy to the hardships I sustain and am sustaining, 
you will do it. I cannot propose anything so ungracious as that your 
Lordships shoUld wa.ste more of your time in the continuation of this 
trial. when BO much of the year ha.s passed,. and when, by the custom of 
this country and the custom of Parliament, I believe, it has been always 
usual for the Lords to retire from the business of the session; and I do 
wish to submit myself to your Lordships' justice and to your Lordships' 
clemency. Yet, if the honourable Managers coUld propose a short time 
-110 period such as your Lordships could give for the remainder of this 
impeachment, which, I haye been told, perhaps falsely, was to end wit}! 
the present Article of charge-I would rather waive my defence-I 
woUld rather pray your Lordships to proceed to judgment, even upon 
the evidence which they have adduced on the part of the prosecution 
oUly-than wait' longer, to I know not what time, for the regular 
conclusion of it. 

II I hope I have said nothing which can be deemed disrespectful to the 
Court-I am sure I have felt nothing like it-and I submit myself."* 

Whatever disposition might be felt by the House to meet 
the wishes of Mr. Hasting~' by continuing the proceedings 
over the usual period, the approaching absence of the Judges, 
on circuit, rendered this impracticable. Yet a paragraph Li~l 
appeared in a newspaper called " The World," complaining 'if:~=o~be 
of want of spirit in the Lords, to put ~n end to the proceed- Lords. 

• To this address of Mr. Hastings the following answer was made by the' 
Lord Charu:ellor~" Mr. Hastings, the Lords will certainly take into con· 
sideration everything of the sort that bas been alleged on your part, and 
which csn possibly be conducive to the justice of the case. You will recollect 
that this is 1I0t at the instance of the Managers at all, but merely with 1\ view 
to see how the best justice can possibly be done; and, in any rule which the 
Lords cao come to, they will undoubtedly entertain a full consideration of all 
those matters upon .which the justice of the case ought to turn." 

Mr. HcuUng_-" I rely with perfect deferellce upon your Lordship'S 
justice." 

VOL. n. c 
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1 '790. ings. ~his was brought to the notice of the House of Com

mons by Mr. Marsham, lind, on his motion, supported by 
Mr. Burke, it was voted a scandalous libel on the House, 
and a prosecution was instituted. 

~~~::'f~.sn On the 16th of February, 1790, the fifty-fourth day of the 
16 Feb. 1790. trial, the Lords again entered Westminster Hall in formal 

procession, and prepared to resume the proceedings. Mr. 
Hastings having, as usual, been brought to the bar, on 

~~'!,;... his knees, was permitted to rise; and Mr. Anetruther imme-
~l::~g of diately commenced his Opening of the ,remainder of the 
~:i=1 of sixth charge, on the subject of presents alleged to have 
~=c;;:;. 'been illegally received by Mr. Hastings. His speech, in 
Bents. which the facts of the case were very simply and effectively 

stated, occupied the day's sitting. 
Objections On the 18th and 23d of February; the Court was engaged 
of Irrelevant. '.. • ·d dd db 11.1_ A h evidence lD reCelVmgwrltteri'evl ence, a Dce Y.ru.J.". nstrot er, on 
overruled. 

the suhject of that part of the charge he had opened. On 
each day, prolonged discussions arose between the learned 
Manager and Mr. Law, on objections made by the latter 
that the evidence referred to matters· not charged in the 
impeachment. The judgment of the Lord Chancellor was 
in Mr. Anstru,thet;'s favour. ' 

F!mmina- On the. 25th of February, the fifty-seventh day of the 
t,onof ' , " , 
Mr. Wright. trial, Mr. Wright,pf the East India Compa,ny's Accountant's 

office, was examined on the comparative expenses of the 
old revenue establishment and thll:tmstituted by Mr. Hast~ 

0i?Jection to ings. After which, Mr. Anstl'uther was proceeding to put 
eVldenllUof. 'd t' h th ' t ch' te f Kell tile oorrupt 1n eVl ence 0 s ow e corrup &rac r 0 eram, 
~=.Of whom Mr. Hastings had appointed collector of Behar, and 

from whom he was charged with having received four lacs of 
rupees, equal to 40,OOO[;,jniJ he was stopped by Mr. Law" 
on the ground that Kelleram's character and fitness for his 
office formed no part of, the charge against Mr. HastingS. 
After a discussion, supported by Mr. Anstruther and, at 
great length, by Mr. Burke, on 'the ,one side, and by Mr. Law 
on the other, the Lords withdrew to their Own chamber. In 
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about half an hour's time they returned, and the Lord Chan- 1790. 
cellor informed the Managers that they were restricted from Objection 

giving evidence of the unfitness of Kelleram for his appoint- aU.0wed. 

ment, "the fact of such unfitness not being charged in the 
impeach~ent. " Mr. Burke reHected with severity on their Mr. B~ke's 
Lordships' judgment. He complained that the case deter- E!r;ons 
mined on was not the case the Managers would have pro- decisiolL 

posed. He asserted that "the Commons of Great Britain 
are not bound by any rules of pleading ;" that, as laymen, 
they were ignorant of the. doctrine of pleading, and could 
only be guided by rules of equity; that the proposed 
evidence was to prove aggravation of a~ offence charged, 
and that Mr. Hastings had a perfect knowledge that such 
aggravations would be charged against him. After the r~ad-
ing of further evidence the Court adjourned. 

The next sitting of the Court, which was not till the 22nd Qnestion of 

f A ril . I . d . b h admission or o p, was entire y occuple ill arguments etween t e ~dence of 

M d Co I h dm· 'bili' f'd mJurytothc anagers an unse on tea ISSI ty 0 eVI ence, to Company by 
• Kelleram's 

show that the lease granted to Kelleram by Mr. Hastmgs lease. 

.of the collectorship of Behar was injurious to the 
interests of the Company. The acceptance from· Kelleram 
of the sum of four lacs of rupees had been admitted by 
Mr. Hastings; and it remained to show that he had received 
it from a corrupt ~otive. It was, therefore, important to 
the case to prove primarily that the lease was not a beneficial 
one for the Company; and they were prepared to show that 
Ke]]eram was in great arrears in his payments. The objec
tion made to the evidence was, that what it was offered t.o 
prove was not made a matter of charge in the Article. The 
point was argued for a long time between the parties; and, 
atlength, the Court was adjourned to the 27th, in order to 
give time to the Lords to consider their decision. 

On the Court reassembling, late in the day on the 27th, Dec:ided
the 

thc Lord Chancellor announced. that it "was not. competent :on. 

to the Managers to produ~ evidence to pr~ve that Kelleram's 
rent was in arrear." Mr. Fox complained that the Court Complaint . . . h . by Mr. Fo][ 
was peculiar in delivering Its judgments Wit out COmmUDl- ortheLords' 

c2 
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1'790. eating the grounds on which they were formed; but was 
.i1e~n . unable to elicit explanations from the Lord Chancellor, 
~~~~~f:nds beyond the statement, "that 'the order of the House rejects 
decision. tl'd . l' bl h' 1 "TI . E.amina- Ie eVI enee as mapp lca e to t 1::1 e large. _ Ie examma-
t~~H~dson tions of witnesses was then proceeded with, and Mr. Hudson, 
~~YOlmK' of the Jndia House, and Mr. Young, formerly a memberot" 

the Provincial Board of Revenue at l>lItna, were called. 
Several attempts were made· hy the Managers to elicit the 
fact of Kelleram's unfitness for the collectol'8hip, which 

Attemlts to were with equal tenacity resisted by the Counsel; and, at 
r!:!.·s ~~- length, a question put to :Mr. Young hy Mr. Anstruther, 
Jltnessfor did' . th d· . . I • b b' d his ofllC\l. an ea mg lD e same IrectIon, lavmg een 0 ~ecte to 

by Mr. Law, the Lords withdrew to consider their decillion. 
D",!ision On the 29th of April, the sixtieth day of the trial, tbe 
~.:.~:!: Court ngain assembled, and the Lord Chancellor announced 
proposedby h . d f I L d h' - h Manago.... t e JU gment 0 t le or s, t at It was not competent to t e 

Managers to put the question, U What impression the letting 
of the lands to Kelleram and Cullian Sing made npon the 

Remon. minds of the inhnbitants of Behar." Again the system acted 
stranceof 011 by the Court, iu announcinl! its decisions without expla-Manag..... ~ 

nation of the grounds they were formed on, was attacked 
by Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham and Mr. Bl1l'ke, who professed 
themselves quite in the dark as to the principles on which 
their Lordships' judgment was founded. A statement was 
offered by Earl Stanhope, which only served to provoke 
further remonstrances. The examination of Mr. Young was 

~bjection to continued, but was again interrupted by t.he objection of 
eVIdence... • h h hId b referring to Mr. Law to a questIOn, w et er t e country la een 
matter. not d b G G' d S' d' I C • in the oppresse. y lmga ovm mg, 1 wan to t Ie ommittee 
charga. . 

Objection 
allowed. 

of Revenue in Calcutta. He urged that, Iil.though, at the 
end of the charge, the Commons had said-" to the great 
oppres&ion and injury of the said people "-these word~ must 
be considered as inference!! of law, and not substantive 
chnrges. A long argument ensued, aud the Court adjourned 
without a decision. 

On the 4th of May, the Lords l'esumed the proceedings, 
and their judgment on the question raised at. their last 
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sitting was adverse to the Managers. After considerable 1790. 
consumption of time in altercations on the manner of putting 
a question to Mr. Young, this witness was ordered to 
retire, and Mr. Anderson, who had been the President of Examina

the n.ew P..evenue Board estsblkhed by :Mr. Hastings, was ~~:'ru;... 
examined. SOD. 

On the 11th of :May, the examination of :Mr. Anderson 
was continued. * Both this witness and the gentleman next or 
called, Mr. Moore, were examined respecting the character 1Ir.1l00re. 

of G~cra Govind Sing. An attempt w~ made by :Mr. AU"";pt to 

Hastings' Counsel to injure Mr. Moore's credit, by making ='the 
bim state that he bad been dismissed from his office; and 
much time was ocCupied, on this and the next court clay, 
tbe 18th of May, in explanations on this subject. 

The remainder of the sitting on the 18th of May was Eumica

occupied in the examination of Mr. William. Harwood, a ~~ 
gentleman who had held oflice in the revenue department. wood. 

An effort was made by the Managers to !!o into evidence O~jeetion to 
~ endeneeor 

1'PJmPl'tiD ... the cruelties alleaed to have been exercised by Deby~ing·s - - r-- co b cruelties. 
Deby Sing on the inhabitants of Dinagepore, and which had 
been detailed with terrible force by :Mr. Burke in his General 
Opening of the prosecution. Their object was oppcsed by Objection 

:Mr •. II&,--tings' Counsel. The Lords withdrew t.o consider the allowed. 

question rai."Cd; and, on their return, the Lord Chancellor 
informed the Managers" that it was not competent for them 
to give evidence of the enormities actually committed by Deby 
Sing, the same not being charged in the impeachment." On 
the announcement of their Lordships' decision, :Mr. Burke re
marked on the injury done to the cause by this exclnsion of a 
.charge in which Mr. Hastings' character was deeply concerned. 

• Much merriment was oeca&iODed by the aw;wer c;Cthis witness to the question 
in ref'ereuee to an opinion expressed by him relative to a lIlOYeBlent of troops. 
whethes- he was a military man: his reply being ... that he most eertainly was 
DOt. though he bad been two Jears in the militia.- It is stated in the II .History 
of the Trial." that .. this high eomplimeot to the military cllaraeter of the 
militia rai&ed. load laugh in Im!rJ' put of the halL Many of the peere&&eS 
joined heartily in it, looking at the nohle Jud",- in the bod1 of the Court. 
-1' ohrhca wore militia cockades --Part III..p.l!2. 
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1790. Much violent altercation ensued. Mr. Burke insisted on his 
r.em-.::k. of ability to prove the atrocities. he had described, and com-
Ur. Burke I' d f b' th d' hi' . f b' . Ii . P arne 0 emg warte In s mtentlon 0 rmgmg or-

ward evidence upon them, adding that, .. when the accusation 
was fir~t made, the prisoner's Counsel called for proofs, and 
now when these are offered, they shrink from them and 

Mr. Law's will not hear them," Mr. La.w, with great warmth, retorted 
:.~;:t~,::,:o that the honourable Manager was . bold only because he 
l)~~ t~!~8 knew the proof which he spoke of could not be received, and 
",u:.1tleB m exclaimed with violence "I call upon ·your Lordships for l\Ie charge. , , 

the honour of your Lordships and the justice of Great 
Britain, that the honourable Manager may couch all he has 
said in a charge, that Mr. Hastings may have an opportunity 
of meeting it; and, if he does not falsify every matter 
of cruelty that the Managers have repeated over and over 
again, may the hand of this House and may the vengeance 
of Almighty God fall heavy upon him !"* 

O,!jection to On the 20th of May, the sixty-fourth day of the trial, after 
<wldenoe fat- •• f al' h C . d • 
• ityinga exammation 0 an or wltness, t e ourt was engage In 
'etter of 
Mr. Hast- hearing arguments, chiefly of Mr. Anstruther, on the ad
iogs. 

missibility in evidence of a letter of Mr. Hastings to the 
Directors, dated the 13th of April, 1781, and offered by the 
Managers as falsifying the contents of another letter from 
Mr. Hastings to the Directors, dated the 5th of May, 1781, 
and as showing that he had imposed upon them with respect 
to the appointment of the new Committee of Revenue, and 
that he had let the lands of the zamindars to men of unfit 
character. The Lords withdrew to consider their decision. 

Zl~~~::n On the 2d of June, the Lord Chancellor announced their 
Lordships' judgment,-" that it is not competent for the 
Managers to giye !1Ily evidence upon the seventh Article of 
impeachment, to prove that the letter of the 5th of May, 
1 '781, is false, in any other particular ·than that wherein it is 
expressly charged to be false." The remainder of the sitting . 

• Gurney's Re~ of the Evidence, MS.; and" HistoJY of the Trial. n 
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was occupied in exa.m:ining witnesses- and receiving written l'190. 
evidence submitted by the Managers. -

On the two following court days, the 7th and 9th of June, Hr. "C?rs 
Mr. Fox summed up the whole of the evidenCe; which had ~~n'!, 

•• • • _ on the 
not been limited to the sixth Article, opened by Mr. Burke, ~,~ " ..,....",gto 
but had been extended to a part of the seventh ahd the presents. 

whole of the fourteenth Articles, bearing upon the same 
subject of illegal presents. 

It is stated in the " History of the Trial," that c, the hall 
was as much crowded this day as -it had been through the 
whole or this important trial: Public curiosity was wound 
up to a higher pitch t~an on any fonner day, and every part 
or the hall was crowded to overflowing." On tho con
clusion of his speech the Court adjoUrned, and a message 
was subsequently sent from the Lords to the House of 
Commons that the trial was put off to the first Tuesday in 
the next session of Parliament. 

The -trial had now lasted sixty-seven days, and had ex- Ap~cation 

tended "through three sessions of Parliament. In this period, ~ th~ 
• House of 

four only and part of a fifth, out of the twenty Articles of Commons to 
drop parts of 

the impeachment, bad been brought forward Mr. Hastings' the cllarRe-

friends were loud in their complaints of the tediousness of 
the proceedings, and the heavy expenses he incurred in SUB-

taining 80 prolonged a prosecution. Convinced of the 
impracticability -of dealing with all the Articles with-
the eame amount of care, and supporting them with the 
l.'I&Dle fu1ness of evidence, the Managers had already re-
solved to apply to the House of Commons for authority to 
shorten future proceedings by abandoning such of the charges 
as they should set! fit. ?n ~he Ilth- of May, 1tIr.Burke ~U:::e. 
brought forward a motion m the House to this effect. 
He entered at large into a justification of the measure of 
impeachment. He spoke of the d~tion of the trial--that it 
had occupied siXty-three days~ and, allowing an average of 
three hours to each day's sitting. they had spent one hundred 
and eighty-nine hours in Westminster Hall. He referred to 
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1790. two petitions of Mr. Hastings complaining of the injuries 
-- he suffered from theJengt~ of the proceedings j and charged 

him with attempting to evade justice by impeding the pro
ceedings in the trial,_ in order to gain time. To the resolution 
authorising the Managers "to insist only upon such and so 
many flf the . charges as shall appear to them the most 
conducive to the obtaining specdy and effectual justici} 
against the said Warren Hastings," was added a second, 
pledging the House to persist in the impeachment until 
justice could be obtained. The latter resolution was ob
jected to, but not opposed, by Mr. Pitt, and they both 
passed. 

Letter of But the debates did not terminate with the passing 
Major Scott - • 
fJ:~"l'x~on of these resolutlons. In reference to Mr. Burke's speech, 
gers. in introducing them, a letter appeared in ,Voodfall's 

"Diary," of the 20th of :May, signed by Major Scott, 
and in which he contradicted Mr. Burke's statement that 
Mr. lIastings' complained of having been put to an expense 
of three thousand pounds in procuring copics of papers at 
the India House, and charged Mr. Burke with reviving a 
calumny refuted a year ago. The letter further endeavoured 
to SllOW. that the length of the trial. was owing to intentional 
efforts of the Managers to protmct proceedings. 

Voted· On the following day, the 21st of May, GeneralBurgoyne 
libellous. 

'brought this letter to the notice of the Heuse. Major Scott 
~as called upon to make his.defence, which he immediately 
delivered at great length. Mr. Sheridan moved that the 
letter was a scandalous and libellous writing; but Mr. Pitt 
moved an adjournment, to allow time to consider the 
character of the letter. 

On the 27th of May, the House resumed the debate, and 
Major Scott was allowed to add further remarks to his 
defence. Mr.13urke, Mr. Fox and Mr. Dundas, delivered their 

Maj<!rScott opinions, and the motion was carried without a division. It 
~:~ded. was further moved and carried that Major Scott had violated 

his duty as a member, and had been guilty of a breach of the • 
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privileges of the House. It was then moved, that he" be repri- 1790. 
manded at the bar of the House by ~lr. Speaker." An amend-
ment to the terms of the motion was proposed by Mr. Pitt,· 
by substituting "in his place" for "at the bar of the 
House," and, after a long debate, wns assented to ; and, on the 
28th of J.1ay, Major Scott received the reprimand of the 
House through the Speaker. * 

The dissolution of the Parliament having taken place after ~i~~:,on 
its adjournment, on the 9th of June, 1790, a new Parlia- ment. 

ment was sum~oned to meet on the 25th of November 
following. But the already slow pace of the proceedings in 
the trial was no\v' r~duced to a stand-still by a question 
affecting its very being; for it began to be freely discussed O.uestion ot 

. M H . 'fi . d h h h" hm h d abatement among r. astmgs rlen s w et er t e Impeae ent a olthe 1m. 

not abated by the dissolution of Parliament. peoohment. 

On the 30th of November, before the address on the 
King's speech_.had been moved, Mr. Burke drew the atten-
tion of the new House to the importance of proceeding ~~~B~r~ 
with the trial, and hinted at probable attempts to make the [~~~fh~~"'e 

. incident of the dissolution a pretext for stopping it. trial. 

On the. 9th, the 17th, 22d, and 23d of December, the Counter. 

House debated on the question of going into committee, to :''::'~J~r 
consider the state in which the impeachment was left at t.he precedents. 

dissolution of the last. Parliamenf, a counter resolution 
-having been moved, that a committee be appointed for the 
purpose of examining precedents. Mr. Erskine was the 
principal supporter of this proposition, and he evinced much 
research in his arguments to prove that the impeachment 
bad either altogether al)at.ed or could not be resumed in statu 
quo. Mr. Addington, the Speaker, produced a book of 
precedents, collected from the best authorities, to prove the 
contrary principle, and Mr. Pitt spoke .with great clearness 
and effect on the same side of the question. Tbe number Its defeat. 

who voted against a committee to search for precedents was. 

. ----------------~---------------------------------------
• See the .. History of the Trial," Part m., pp. 24, et seq. 
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1790. 143 to 30. Although Mr. Burke took partin the 'debate, 
it was remarked that he left to Mr. Addington the labour of 
collecting precedents, and to Mr. Pitt the part of answering 
;Mr. Erskine; but he privately stated that, though he was 
firm in his judgment and ready with precedents, he was 
desirous that Mr. Pitt's concurrence in his opinions should be 

1 '791. 
:lIlotion ot 
1I1r. Burke 
to abandon 
portions of 
the charge. 

Defeat of 
BtDend· 
menta to 
Mtopthe 
tri&l. 

generally known.* 
On the 14th of February, after the recess, Mr. Burke 

moved for continuing the trial, and, as a preliminary mea
'sure, proposed""-:« that the Managers proceed no further than 
in the charges on which they have closed their evidence, 
except the charge relating to contracts, pensions and allow
ances." An effort was made by various 'members, including 
Mr. Jekyll and Mr. Ryder, who moved amendments on 
Mr. Burke's motion, to stop the trial entirely ; but the 
original question was carried, after divisions on the amend-
ments, of 54 to 194, and 79 to 161. The- Managers were 
immediately reappointed to continue the prosecution. 

Question of But, the question of abatement or non-abatement by a 
the Bba~e- d' 1 . . 
men!}bts- ISSO utJon was not dIsposed of by the mere vote of, the 
CllSSm.a Y 

the Lords. House of ,Commons. The decision lay.with the' House of 

Committee 
forpreoe
dents. 

Peers; and the subject was brought before them on the 
17th of February by a message from the House of Commons, 
delivered by Mr. Burke, supported by Mr. Pitt, on his right 
hand, and Mr. Fox, on his left, 'and attended by more than 
one hundred members. The Lords were informed that the 
Commons had resolved to continue the impeachment, and 
they were desired to fix a day for resuming the -pro
ceedings. Dord Grenville immediately moved the appoint
ment of a committee to examine tlie journals for precedents ; 
which was ordered. The report 'of the committee 'Was 
brought up on the 19th of April, and the debate upon it 
.took place on the 16th of May, LordPorchestermoving 
',' that a message be sent to the Commons to inform them that 

• So stated by Mr. Adolphus in his "History of England," "fn?m private 
information. and an unpublished letter of Mr. Boi-ke,"vol. vi., p. 165. 
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they (the Lord;;) were ready to proceed on the, trial of 1791. 
,\Varren Hastings, Esq." The ·Lord Chancellor recom- -
mended that they, should first consider whet¥r the im
peachment had abated or not. Lord .Radno~ moved to 
refer this question to the Judges. His motion was rejected 
hy a majority of 70 to 20; and, after further debate, the Vote, to,: 

, contlnumg 
original motion was carried by a majority of, 66 to 18~ The proceedings. 

follo",,:ing Monday was fixed for proceeding to Westminster 
Hall. 

Accordingly, on the 23d of May, 1791, the sixty-eighth Mr.S~.John's 
• opemug of 

day of the tnaI, the Hon. Andrew St.John,on the part oft\e,.Fourth 
the Managers,opened the fourth Article of the impeachment, ::=t~ 
relating to corrupt contracts and agencies, arid illegal allow-
ances. The Article, charged Mr. Hastings iIi general terms :h!,~::.f 
that; in.pursuance of a system of profusioIl:'and prodigality, 
and with ,a view to enric!t his favourites, and dependants, 
he entered into many contracts, without attention to re-
peated orders from the court of Directors to advertise them 
publicly; and that he "authorised and' approved, of many 
enonnous salaries and extravagant allowances to his favour-. 
ites." ~he particular charges were, in' effect :-" That, in 
the year 1781, he granted to Stephen Sullivan, son of the 
Chainnan of the court of Directors, a ,contract fol' the pro-
vision of opium for four. years, without advertising for , 
proposals, and upon extravagant tenns, "for the purpose o( 
creating an instant fortune to the said Sullivan;" and that 
the contract was transferred, from party to party for large 
sums of money:-That, upon prete~ce that no purchase;· 
had offered for the opium so contracted for, he advapced 
money to the contractor, and engaged in a. smuggling t'rans-
action, in order to dispose of it in: China, to the. loss of the 
Company and the disgrace of the British character :'-That, 
having, in the year 1777, accepted.:proposals' for providing 
draft and carriage" bullocks to th~ ariny for' three years, 
without advertising 'for the same,h~ afterwards dissolved the 

• contract, and entered into a new co+tract lor :liv~ yeru::s WIth 
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his confide~ial friend, Charles Croftes, for the provision of 
a number 0 bullocks far exceeding the requirements of the 
army, and. 110 rate infinitely higher than the previous con
tract :-Tha the said contract for bullocks was extended to 
a sixth year;, by the neglect of Mr. Hastings to give notice 
for its termi~ation, as commanded by the Directors; and 
that he subsequently purchased the relinquishment of the 
contract at an ~xtravagant price :-That, in the year 1'179, 
with a view to increase his own influence, he created an 
establishment for Sir Eyre Coote, the Commander-in-Chief, 
at an expense of about 18,0001. per annum, and fastened the 
same upon the Nawab of Oude, contrary totreaties :-That, 
contrary to express orders of the Directors, in 1780, he, on 
his sole authority, continued large allowances to Sir Eyre 
Coote, to the extent of 21,6541. per annum :-That, in 
December 1780, he appointed James Peter Auriol to be 
agent for the purchase of supplies to the different Presi
dencie~, at a time of scarcity, with a commission of 
fifteen per cent., the usual commission being only five per 
cent. :-That, in 1776, be induced the Council to create an 

• I 
unnecessary app01~tment of an agent fur the supply of 
stores for the garriSon of Fort William, and nominated to 
it his confidential fri~d J oho Belli; that he procured him a 
commission of thirty per cent., anp, afterwards, converted the 
agency into 110 contract for five years. 

Immediately on the, conclusion of Mr! St. John's opening 
speech, Mr. Hastings\ rose and addressed the Court in the 
following words:-

rr My Lords, I shall take but a very few- minutes of yOUl" Lordships' 
time, but what I have to sa~ I hope will be deemed of sufficient import
ance to justify me in requesting that your Lordships will give me so 
much indulgence. . 

" A charge of having wasted 584,0001. is easily made where no means 
are allowed for. It is not pleasant for me, my Lords, from week to 
week, from month to month, and from year to year, to sit here to hear 
myself accused of crimes, many of them of the most atrocious dye, and 
all represented as such, an~ to feel that I never shall be allowed to 
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answer them. My Lords, in the life of a man already approaching very J 791. 
near to the close of it, as mine does, four years, in which his reputation 
is to be branded to the world, is too long a period. I never eXl\ect 
to be allowed to come to my Defence, nor to hear your Lordships' 
judgment upon the trial. I have long been convinced of it. Nor has 
the late resolution of the House of Commons, which I expected to have 
heard announced to your Lordships here, affo<:ded me the least glimpse 
of hope that the termination of my trial is a bit the nearer. My Lords, 
it is now four years complete since I first appealocd before your Lord-
ships' bar. Nor is this all. I came, my Lords, to your bar with a 
mind sore from another inquisition in another place, which commenced~ . 
if I may be allowed to date it, because I had that impression upon my 
mind which obliges me to do it, I may date it from the day on which I 
arrived in this capital upon my return to England, after thirteen years 
service. On that day was announced to the House of Commons the 
determination of arraigning me for the whole of my conduct during my 
government. I have bel'n now an accused man during ail: years. I now 
alJproach \"Cry near--I do not know whether my recollection fails me, 
but I believe I am now sixty years of age; and, my Lords, can I waste 
my life in sitting here to hear myself from time to time arraigned-not 
only arraigned, but tortured with invective of the most atrocious and 
virulent kind 'I I appeal to every man's feelings whether I have not 
borDe more than many even of your Lordships would bear, and with a 
patience that nothing but a consciousuess of my own integrity and 
respect for your Lordships could have enabled me to bear. 

I. My Lords, as the House of Commons have declared their resolution 
that, for the sake of speedy justice---I think that was the term-they 
have ordered their Managers to close t~eir prosecution with the Article 
which has now been opened to your Lordships and to abandon the rest, 
I now see a prospect, which I never saw before, but which it is in your 
Lordships' power to realise, of a close to this disgraceful situation in which 
I have been so long placed; and, however I may be charged with the 
error of imprudence, I am sure I shall not be deemed guilty of disrespect 
to your Lordships in the request I have to make. That request is, that 
your Lordships will be pleased to grant me that justice which every man 
in every country in the world, free or otherwise, has a right to-that 
where he is accused he may defend himself-that where' he is accused he 
may have the judgment of the Court upon the accusation. I, therefore, 
do pray your Lordships, notwithstanding the time of the year-I feel the 
weight of that reflection upon my mind-but I pray your Lordships to 
consider, not the unimportance of the object that is before 'you, but the 
magnitude of the precedent, which every man in this country may bring 
home to his own feelings, of a criminal trial suspended over his head for' 
ever. Every man may be liable to that trial which I now sustain, but, in 
the history of the jurisprudence of this country, I am told-and I have 
taken some pains to search, and as far as my search can go it has been 
verified-there never yet was an instance of a criminal trial that lasted 
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1791. . fOUl'months, before mine, nor even one month, eIcepting in one instance 
_n instance drawn from a time and from a situation of this gonm .. 
IIll!nt which I hope will prevent it ever being drawn into a precedent for 
this or for any enlightened time. My Lords, the request that I have to 
make is, that your Lordships will be pleased to continue the sitting of 
this Court until the prosecution shall be closed, I shall be heard in my 
defence, and yoUI' Lordships shall have proceeded to judgment. My 
Lords, it is not an acquittal that I desire-that will rest with yoUI' Lord .. 
.ships and with your own internal conviction-I desire a defence, and I 
.desire a judgment, be that judgment what it may. 

n My Lords, I have humbled myself before this Court, and have been 
:reproached. I am not ashamed to bow before an authority to which J 
owe submission, and for which I f~.a respect that exacts it as a willing 
oblstion from me. I now again with all humility present myself an 
object to your justice and to yoUI' humanity; for I am not a man of 
apathy, nor are my powers of endurance equal to the tardy and indefinite 
operation of Parliamentary justice. I feel it as a very cruellot imposed 
upon me, to be tried by one generation and, if I live 80 long, to expect 
judgment from another. For, my Lords, are all the Lords present 
before whom I originally stood? Are not many gone to that place to 
which we must all go 7 I am told that there is a difference of more than 
sixty in the idt'ntity of the judges before whom I now stand . 

•• My Lords; I pray your Lordships to free me from this state of 
unexampled suspension. I again repeat my request that you will be ' 
pleased to resolve to continue this session of yoUI' Lordshipe' Court 
until the prosecution shall be closed, until I shall be heard in my 
defence, and until your Lordships shall have proceeded to judgment.· If 
your Lordships shall please, I have drawn up a petition to that effect, in 
form, which I am very desirous of presenting now, or in any other 
manner which your Lordships shall think proper to order." • 

• The petition was as follows :-
.. To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 

Parliament assembled: 
.. The humble Petition of Warren Hastings, Esq., late Governor General 

. of BengaL 
"Sheweth,-

.. That your Petitioner, having long waited in aDIious expectation of ,our 
Lordships' determination I't'Sp6Cting his reappearance at your Lordship's bar, 
finds himself relieved from one source of suspence, by being again brought 
before this high court; and he has so great a confidence in the justice and 
dignity of your Lordships as to bPlieve that, in this renewal of a trial so long 
depending. your Lordships mean to n!nder it effeetnal to the ends of 8U b
stantial iustice, by proseeoting it with'"'t delsy, until it shall reach its final 
termination. H soch should be your Lordships' purpose, your Petitioner will 
accept it as the greatest bounty which he can receive at the hands or your 
Lordships; bot, should his trial be adjourned over to anotber year, he trusts that 
he shall not be considered as departiog from the respect .... hich he bears to yoor 
Lordships, if he presumes to ssy, tbat he shall feel it as an aggravation of 
the very severe lot which it has been his misfortune to experieoce, and of 
which he is the first example in the jnrispmdeoce of this kingdom, if in any 
other a precedent enn be found, of a criminal trial being suspended over the 
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Mr. Burke rose immediately on the conclusion of this 00- 1791. 
dress. He J;lrotested against the jmpu~ation that the Managers ·Ml'.B;.ke's 

had interposed delays in the proceedings. He justified the ~f:lt!~~~n 
severity of language used by the Managers, by instancing the w..e:~~.e 
impeachment of Lord Macclesfield, who, he said, was charged 
with bribes,· not with cruelty, while Mr. Hastings was 
"charged with horrors "-with .the worst of crimes-with 
murders; and he offered to go On with the tri3.l jf the Crown 
should be induced to prolong the session till it could be 
completed. Mr. Fox also made some observations on the 

head of an individual, living unde~ a fixed law and a eivilised government, 
-1luring so long a period of his natnrallife, and sO near the close of it. 

.. That four years are completely elapsed since your Petitioner was first 
compelled to appear at your Lordships' bar, to hear read and to anSwer to the 
charges preferred against him by the late Honourable House of Commons; but 
that he computes the origin of their impeachment from a much more distant 
date, the first notification of an accusatory process ·having been made so long 
ago as JllJ)e, 1785, the process itself begun in February, 1786, and continued 
through one prorogation and many adjournments until May, 1787, when the 
impeachment was carried to your Lordships'. bar; so that, in effect, though not 
in form, your Petitioner bas been the subject of a criminal process before two 
Parliaments and through six successive years; yet·his prosecutors totbis time 

. have cl'.l8ed their evidence upon three Articles only, namely, the first,.second 
and lixth, omitting many points of those Articles, but selecting a very few 
points from the 7th and 12th, as explanatory of the sixth Article. That your 

. Petitioner craves leave to represent that he did, in an early stage of the first 
inquiry, cause it to be represented to the late Honourable House of Commons, 
as his earnest reques~ that, if the said Honse of Commons should enter upon 
their journals any vote of crimination or· censure against him, they would be 
pleased to allow your Petitioner the means of a fair and legal trial for·the 
88IDe; but that the object of your Petitioner, in making that request was,. that 
he might be afforded the means of, vindicating his character from the foulest 
and most unjust aspersions; but he has to lament that those aspersions should 
have been renewed and .repeated from week. to week, from month to month, 
~d trout 7~ar to year, without :my power of reply or pr?spec~ of ~e allowed 
him for hi" defence and acqUIttal. That, great as his relIance IS on your 
Lordships' justice, it is yet impossible for him, judging from past experience, not 
to feel the apprehensions of further delay, when he recollects that the last great 
adjournmentof the Court, held by your Lordships in the preceding Parliament, 
was made on the 9th of June, and that in neither of the preceding years did it 
sit later than the 7th of July; that, therefore, the longest interval which he can 
compute for what !,'emaills of this session of .Parliament" in its ordinary course, 
will be insufficient to eoable your Petitioner to ellter uPon his defence, much 
lesl to bring it to a conclusion; but that he will have to sustain the intolerable 
grievance of seeing another year of prosecution added to the past. . .. 

" Your Petitioner, therefore, most humbly and earnestly prays your Lordships 
to take the 'particular and unprecedented hardships of his case into considera
tion, and to adopt such measures as yoftr wisdom may devise for continuing 
the proceedings of your Lordships' Court, so that ~e trial may be brought to 
a close,lIndjudgment given, before another prorogation: of. Parliament; your 

. Petitioner craving leave to assure your Lordships that no unnecessary delay 
shall1ie Iiuule on his part;llul that he-WilleIideavoiii to lIiieup- as sliort I, time 
as posfible ~~ .Ilefel!~~. j, 
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1791. statements of M.r. Hastings, who disavowed any intention of 
charging the Court "with injustice, or with being in any 
degree the cause of. the delays which have happened." 

'production The 25th and 2ith of May were occupied in the produc-
or evidence • 
on the bon of evidence, oral and written, on the charge relating to 
Fourth 
Charge. contmcts, with oc~asionalinterruptions by the exception~ 
summ!ngor taken by Mr, Hastings' Counsel," On the 30th of May, 
theevldence h fi d f h 'I S' J E k' SCI' by ~il' J. St. t e seventy- rst ay 0 t e trIa, Ir ames rs me t. a1l' 
Clatr, and " d h 'd ' 
close or .... e sumlDe up t e eVI ence, and the case for the prosecutIOn was 
tor the pro- " 
aecution. closed. At the conclusion of the Manager's speech, Lord 

Kenyon, who presided as Speaker, intimated to Mr. Hastings 
that he was at liberty to make his qefence; and, at Mr. Hast
ings'request, the Lords consented to grant him a hearing on 
the following Thursday. Accordingly, on the 2nd of June, 

Ge
d 

!,eral __ .. the seventy-second day of the trial, Mr. Hastings read at the 
elencel~ 

trJr. Hast- bar of the Court a general defence of his administration of 
India, and an answer to the several charges that had. been 
brought against him. He offered to forego the advantage of a 
more particular defence, in the expectation of drawing from 
his judges an immediate verdict, but reserved to himself the 
right of a formal defence by his Counsel should he be dis
appointed in that hope.- After hearing his addl'ess, the Court 

Closeorthe adjourned to the first Tuesday in" the next session of 
~~:on of Parliament. 

1792. At the assembling of the Court, on ·the 14th of February, 
lIr. Law's 1792, the seventy-third day of the trial, Mr. Law commenced 
~i~~~ or his general opening of the Defence, in a speech of great 
teD ence, power, which he continued on the 17th, and finished on the 

21St of the month. 
Mr. Plumer's On the 23d of February, and the four succeeding court 
~c:n~~~e~ee days, the 29th of February, the 1st of March, the 24th and 
c~~il'st 26th of April, from the seventy-sixth to the eightieth day of 

the trial, Mr. Plumer engaged the attention of the Court 
in an elaborate and lucid defence on the first Article of the 
impeachment. His speech closes the present volume • 

• Mr. Hastings' Defence is printed in the present Tolwne, p. 482. 
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Reports oC the several speeches contained in. the present 
volume have been accessible to the Editor in the following 
forms. Excepting Mr. Hastings' AddresS, all the speecbes 
have been printed from Gurney's Notes. 

I. Bur/ul. Opening of a.portWn of the Siztl, Charge, on 
the 21st and 25th of April, and {jth and 7th of May, 1789. 
1. Gurney's contemporaneous report. 2. The same, revised 
by Mr. Burke, and printed among his workl'. 

IL Anstruther's Opening of the Tt!7nainder of tlte Sizth 
Charge, on tAe 16th of Fe6ruary, 1790. Gurney's Report. 
Besides the copies oC this report in the Editor's hands and 
in the Library of Lincoln's Inn, another is preserved in the 
British Museum, Additional MS., 17,076, f. 70. 

IlL Foz's Summing cif the Evidence on the Sixth, part of 
tIlt! Seventll, and tIlt! Fourteenth Articles of the Charge, on tlte 
7th and 9th of ;Tune, 1790. Gurney's Report. 

IV. St. John'. Opening of the Fourth ·Cilarge, on the 23d 
of ~Ia!l' 1791. 1. Gurney's Report. 2. F~O'Illent of the 
Report of Mr. Hastings' short-hand writer, for the seven 
first pages of the speech, in the Blitish Museum, Additional 
MS. 17,073, f. 1. 

V. St. Clair'. Summing of the Evidence on the Fourth 
Charge, on the 30th of Moy, 1791. Gurney's Report. 

VI. Hasting. Address, on the 2d of June, 1791. 1. 
Gurney's Report. 2. Report of Mr. Hastings' short-hand 
writer, formerly in the possession of Mr. Hastingd' 8OlicitQrs, 
and now in the British Museum, Additional MS., 17,073, 
£. 102. 3. Copy, apparently, of the ndtes from which Mr. 
Hastings' read his Address; printed in the "History of the 
Trial," Part IV., p. 81, and which is followed.in the present 
publication. 

VIL Law'. General Opening of the Defence, on tIlt!. 14th, 
17th o~d 21st, of Fehruary, 1792. 1. Gurney's Report. 
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2. The ume with occasional alterations, formerly' belonging 
to Mr. Hastings' solicitors, and now in the British Museum, 
Additional MS., 1'7,077, £ I! . 

VIII~ Plumer' s Op~ing of the Difence on the First 
Charge, on tlte' 23d and 29th of February, the 1st of March, 
and the 24th and 26th oj April, 1792. 1. Gurney's ~port. 
'2. The sam,e with alterations; formerly· iIi the possession 
of Mr. Hastings' solicitors, and at present in the British 
,Museum, Additional MS., 17,078, f. 1. 
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SPEECH 011' THE RIGHT HON. EmrUlID BURKE, MANAGER FOR 

Tuic HOUSB OF Colll[ONS, IN OPENING THE SIXTH ARTICLB 

01' THE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRESENTS; 21ST APRIL, '1789. 

Delayoceasioned by the King's illness, 1 ;-Homage done to 
tbe Deity by executing justice, 2 ;-Complaint of cost of pro
ceedmgs, 3;-W ea.riness of the public. 4 ;-Testimonials in 
favour of Mr. Hastings, 5 ;-Their worthlessness, 6 ;-Testi
monial of Radanaut, 7 ;-Bribes taken from him, 8 ;-Subject of 
the present Charge. bribes from natives of India, w. ;-Corrupt 
contract8, 9 ;-Connivance of the wbole service, w. ;-Bribes 
received through banyas, 9 ;-System of corruption, w. ;-Con
trast between the present and previous charges, 10 ;-Low vices 
in higb stations, w. ;-Objects of present address, 11 ;-Early 
practice of bribery in India, 12 ;-Minute of Lord Clive, w.;
Means taken by the Directors to check it, 14 i-Covenant against 
taking presents, 15 ;-Act of Parliament, w. ;-Presents a custom 
in the East, w.;-Various kinds of presents, w.;-The Nazr, 16; 
-Prohibition of presents, W. ;-Ample provision for the Governor 
General, 17 ;-Allowance fixed by the Council, W. ;-Amount of 
emoluments, 18 ;-Mr. Hastings' admission of sufficiency of the 
allowance. W. ;-Ilia corruption, 19 ;-Growth of corruption in 
the service. w.; Instructions to him to correct abuses, ill, ;-Dis
orders in 1772, 21 ;-Minority of the Nawab of Bengal, 21;
Order for arrest of Mohammed. Ren Khan, 22 ;-Offices held by 
him, W. ;-Order of the Directors to suppl,T office of guardian of 
the N awab, 23 ;-Order for reduction of N awab's allowance, w.; 
-Congruity of evidence witb cbaracter of Mr. Hastings, ib.;
Alacrity in executing ordel' for arrest of Mohammed Reza Khan, 
24 ;-His detention without trial, 25.;-Displacement of his 
adherents, W. ;-Motives of Mr. Hastings. 26 ;-Concealment 
from the Council, 27 ;-Employment of Mohammed Reza Khan's 
enemy, Nundcomar, W. ;-.Arre.'Ifo of Shitab Roy, 28 ;-Necessity 
for caution in filling up Mohammed Reza Khan's place, 29 ;
Appointment or a woman to his office, 30 ;-History of MUDDY 
Begum, 31 ;-Placed by Mr. Hastings in Mohammed Reza Khan's 
office. 32 ;-I~erence of conuption, 33 ;-His rejection of more 
suitable persons, W. ;-False pIca of economy, ~ ;-Directors' 
order for accolint to be kept by the Nawab's guardian, 35 ;-Not 

d2 
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enforced by Mr. Hastings, ib. i-Order for reduction of the 
Nawab's allowance, 36 i-Payment of full allowance by Mr. Hast
ings, 38;-Reflections, ib. i-Charges against Mr. Hastings by 
Nundcomar, 39 ;-Include a bribe of two lacs· from Munny 
Begum, ib. ;-Duty of the Council to investigate the. charge, 4U; 
-Inquiry not instituted by Mr. Hastings, ib. ;-Letter of Nund
comar, 41 i-Specific charactet: of his charge, ib. ;-Conduct of 
Mr. Hastings, 42 ;-His minute, prohibiting examination 0'£ 
Nundcomar, 42;-His objection to the Council as his ~dges, 
45 ;-His denunciation of Nundcomar's character, ib.;-Previous 
extolment of it, 46 ;-High position of Nundcomar, 47 ;-Murder 
of Nundcomar imputed to Mr. Hastings, ib. i-Character of 
Nundcomar by Mr. Hastings, ib.;-1·he Council justified in 
crediting Nundcomar, 49 ;-Employed by Mr. Hastings in pro
secuting Mohammed Reza Khan, ib. ;-Mr. Hastings' considera
tion for his dignity in declining the inquiry, 50 ;-Reservation of 
his defence for a court of justice, ib. ;-His dissolution' of the 
Council, 51 i-Persistence of the Council in the inquiry, ib.;-

-Letter of Munny Begum instructing Nundcomar as to the bribes, 
ib. ;-Amount of the bribes, 52 ;-Cantoo Baboo summoned 
before the Council, ib. i-Ordered by Mr. Hastings not to attend, 
ill. ;-Mr. Hastings' prosecution of Nundcomar for conspiracy, 
ib.;-Proofs of the bribe of two lacs, 53 ;-Proof of payment of 
one and a half lac, ill. ;-Endeavour to confound the two bribes, 
54;-Inquiry from Munny Begum instituted by Mr. Hastings, 
ill. ;-Donation of one and a half lac admitted by her, 55 ;
Evidence of the bribe of two lacs, 56 ;-Proof from an account 
delivered by Munny Begum, ih. i-Promise of a syllabus of the 
evidence in the present charge, 57 i-Custom of entertainment 
put forth as a screen, 58 i-Circumstances under which the enter
tainment was. given, ib.; - Object of Mr. Hastings' visit to 
retrench expenses, ih. ;-Withdrawal of pensions from the 
nobility, 59 .-The transaction not denied by Mr. Hastings, 60. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RIGHT RON. EmroND 

BURKE, MANAGER FOIt THE ROUSE OF COMMONS, IN 

OPENING THE SIXTH ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE. RELATING 

!rO PRESENTS; 25TH APRIL, 1789. 

Extent of bribe from Munny Begum, 63;-Resistance of Mr. 
Hastings to inquiry, ib. ;-Declares he reserves his defence, 64;
Urgen1. of reasons for explanation of his conduct, 65 ;-Minute 
of Sir • Clavering cha.."gi.ng him with peculation, ib. ;-Passiv&o 
ness of Mr. Hastings under the charge, 66 ;-Conduct of Sir J. 
Clavering approved by the Directors, ib.;-Weight of accusation 
against Mr. Hastings, 68 ;-Persisten~ in res:sting inquiry whfn 
in the majority in the Council, ih. ;-His reasons Cor reserving 
his defence, 69 ;-His submission to infamy, ib. ;-Obligation to 
the Company to account for his conduct,;-O ;-Rcservation of 
defence for a court of justice a proof of guilt, ill. ;-Prosecution 
not attempted in Bengal, 72 ;-Mr. Hastings' reliance on an 
opinion of Counsel referred to by the Directors, ib. ;-Doubttul 

. character of their opinion against his prosecution, 74;-Bias of 
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the solicitor of the Company in his favour, ro. ;-Falsification of 
the case in the rep'ort upon it, 75 :-Reflections on the Company's 
conduct of their prosecutions, 78 ;-Obligatiou on Mr. Hastings 
to clear himself to the Dire.!tors, 79 i-Opinion of Mr. Sayer OD 

. 1\1r. Hastings' conduct, 80 ;--Silence under suspicion, 81;
Justification of receipt of money as a present for enti:rtainment, 
ib. ;-Abuse of the custom, 82 i-Prohibition of presents by the 
Company, 83 i-Concealment of the present, ib. ;-Not intitled 
to the present, ro. i-Plea of its covering other cbarges, 84 ;-His 
travelling expenses charged, ib. ;-Danger of encouraging preseuts 
for entertainment, 8S ;-Recapitulation, 86 ;-Further presump
tions of criminslity, ib. ;-Directors' orders for the employment 
of Mohammed Reza Khan, 87 ;-His restoration by the Council, 
ib. ;-Opposition of Mr. Hastings, ib. i-Confirmation by Direc
tors, 88 ;-Mohammed Reza Khan deposed by Mr. Hastings, ib.; 
-Distribution of his I!alary to Munny Begum and ot1.ers, ib.;
Appointment of Raja Goordass, 89 ;-The Nawab's family ppd 
under the control of Munny Begum, ro.;-The Nawab a p~pet 
in ltfr. Hastings' hands, ro.;-Letters of the Nawab praying to 
be placed under the guardianship of Munny Begum, 90 ;-Munny 
Begum invested with supreme authority, 92 ;-Evil influence of 
the ministers of Munny Begum, 93 }-Order from Mr. Hastings 
to the Nawab not to interfere with the faujdari, 94 ;-General 
corruption of the country, ro. ;-Mr. Hastings induced by fear 
of disclosure or his bribes to support the Begum, 95 ;-No 
account required of Munny· Begum by Mr. Hastings, 96;
Censure by the Directors of Mr. Hastings' appointments, ro. ;
He pretends to refer to the Nawab the Directors' order to restore 
Mohammed Reza Khan, 98 ;-Rejection of the order by the 
Nawab, 99 ;--Support of Mohammed Reza Khan by Mr. Francis. 
ib.;-The Nawab makes the appointment at Mr. Hastings' 
dictation, 100;-Private assurance to the Nawab that the ap
pointment should be rescinded, ib. ;-Mohammed Reza Khan 

. removed from office, ro. ;-Inference of corruption, 101 ;-Cor
ruption of the service consequent on Mr. Hastings' bribery, ib.;
Hia excuses to the Directors for not inquiring into corrupt 
p~ices in the service, 10'2 ;-His connivance in abuses, 104;
Prosecutions ordered by the Directors, 105 ;-Abandoned by 
:Mr. Hastings, 106 ;-Mr. Hastings' recommendation of a pension 
to Munny Begum, ro. ;-His constant support of the Begum 
after receiving the bribe in 1 i72, 108 ;-His sale of the offices of 
the country, ill. 

('A)XTINUA.TION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RIGHT HON. EDMmID 

BURKE, lfA.NAGER FOR THE HOl:SE OJ!" COMMONS, IN 

OPENING TUE SIXTH ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING 

TO PRESENTS; 5TH MAy, 1789. 

Reference to a yote of the House of Commons censuring his 
imputing the death of Kundcomar to Mr. Hastingll, 109 ;-Confi
dence of the House, 110 ;-Indiscretion in the conduct of the 
pl'06eCUtion to be attributed t-o himself, not to the Commons, 
111 .-Resolution of the COIlUDQDS, diaavowj.n~ tl\e t;b~rl{e against 
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Mr.'Hastings respecting the death of Nundcomar, 112 ;-Apology 
for having exceeded the terms of the impeachment, 113 ;-The 
charge of bribery founded on Nundcomar's evidence, w. ;-Coin
cidence of his prosecution with his accusation of MI'. Hastings, 
ib. i-Proof from Mr. Hastings' Defence before the Commmis of 
his purpose to blacken the cha.racterof Nundcomar, 114 ;~Object 
of MI'. Burke to support Nundcomar's character, 115 ;-Persist
ence in the charge in his own judgment, 116 ;-The term murder 
used in the moral not" the legal sense, ib. ;-His opinion on the 
subject the result, of many years consideration of the evidence, 
ib. ;-Mr. Hastings' charge of malice in imputing to him the 
prosecution of Nundcomar, 117 ;-Defence of Nundcomar from 
Mr. Hastings' charge of forgery of a letter, 118 ;-Resumption of 
the charge against Mr. Hastings, 120 ;-Extensive system of 
bribery, ib. i-Second period of the bribery, 121 ;-His scheme 
for acquiring revenue for the Company by privately taking 

.moneys, w. ;-Act of Parliament prohibiting bribery, 122;
Orders of the Directors to the same effect, w. i-Clause allowing 
open receipt of }?resents for the Company's use in certain cases, 
123; -Abused IJY Mr. Hastings, w.; -Fraudulent system of 
accounts, 124 ;-Letter of Mr. Hastings, declaring the stringency 
of the Act in regard to a donation to the troops, 125;-The 
particular case justified a favourable construction of the Act, 127; 
-Money taken by' Mr. Mastings himself under pretence of 
applying it to the Companis use, ib. ;-Case of 20,0001. kept 
back by Gunga Govind Sing,· 129 ;-Attempted concealment of a 
bribe received from Cheyt Sing, 131 ;-Offer of Mr. Hastings of 
an' advance of two lacs of his own money, ib. ;--Subsequent 
avowal, that the money belonged to the Company, w.;-His 
concealment of the source of receipt of the money, 132 ;-Two
thirds of the money given his own; and one-third the Company's, 
133 ;-His subsequent claim of the whole money, and bonds 
taken for it, 134 ;-In a third account it is represented as the 
Company's money, 135 ;-Further fraudulent account respecting 
bonds, ib. ;-His explanation of these contradictions, 136 j
Present from the Nawab of 1(10,0001., w. ;-His announcement of 
it to the Directors, ib. ;-Asks a donation of it from the Directors, 
ib. ;-Refusal of the Directors, 137 ;-Hr. Hastings letter, 
acknowledging the present, sent to the Directors by an agent, 
138 ;-His concealment of the persons from whom the presents 
were received, ib. ;-Delay in giving an account of the present to 
the Directors, ib. ;-Mention made by him of other sums received, 
139 i-Concealment of his transactions by means of the Company's 
accountants, 141 ;-Interval between the payment of the money 
into the handa of the accountant, and entry of it in the accounts, 
142 ;-His various deceptions in regard to the sums received by 
him, 143 ;-Letter of the 22nd of May, offering explanations, i(l. ; 
-No mention made of the channels through which the money 
was received, 144 ;-Letter of the 16th of December explaining 
the delay in sending that of the 22nd of May, 145 i-Claim of 
credit for acknowledging his bribes, 146;-Pretended avowal of 
his bribes, 147 ;-His resentment at the Directors requirement of 
an account, w.;-Threatens to appropriate the sums already past 
to their credit, 148 ;-His power of altering the Company's 
accounts, ib. ;-Absence of explanations in the letter of the 16th 



oi December, 149 ;-Discovery of- another bribe in September, 
1784, w. ;-He insists upon being allowed to retaiD it, 150;
ConceaIa the givers of the bribe, 151 ;--Disoovery made by Parlia.

_ mentarj- investigation, 152 ;-Explanation given in his Defence 
in-the House of Commons,w. ;~Three lacs received from- Raja 
Nobkissin, w. ,-Sy&temof false accounts, 153 ;-Letter to the 
Directors, desiring to apply the money to account of contingent 
expenses, w. ;-Improbability in the account of the pretended 
loan from Nobkissin, 154 ;-Acceptance of the money, 155;
The management of a district given to Nobkissin, ib. ;-The 
persons bribing Mr. Hsstings suJfered to remain in arrears, 156; 
-Nobkissin a defaulter, ib. ;-Demand of Directors for a precise 
account of the presents received, 157 ;-:-Mr. Hastings returns to 
England without having answered the letter, w. ;-Letter to him 
from the Directors after his arrival in England, w. ;-His answer 
from Cheltenham, 158 ;-Admission of ina.ccura.cy in his account, 
160 ;-Refers to the Accountsnt General in Bengal, ib. ;-SttWied 
obscurity of language, 161 ;-Concealment of the persons he 
received presents from, 162 ;-Motive for concealing them from 
his colleagues, w. ;-Oath imposed by him on the Committee of 
Revenue not to take presents, 163 ;-His reasons for concealing 
his receipt of presents from the Board of Revenue, 164 ;-Reasons 
for entering the sums as a deposit, 165 ;-Subsequently as Durbar 
charges, w. ;-Acknowledgment of intention to conceal the 
receiptofthe presents from theDirectors,166 ;-Fear of discovery, 
167 ;-Evasion of explanation required by the Directors, 168;
False bonds taken from the Company, w. ;-Connivance of Mr. 
Larkins, w. ;-Declaration that they were for the Company's 
service, 169. 

CoNCLUSION 010 THE SPEECH OF THE RIGHT HoII'. EDMl1ND 
BURKE, MAlU.GU FOR THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, III 

OPENIlIG THE S~TH CHARGE, RELAXING TO PRESENTS; 

7TH MAY, 1789. 

Concealments in &eeounts,171 ;-Falsifications, 172 ~Pro
mise of explanation of the bribe from the Nawab of Oude, ib;
Me,ior Fairfax sent to England to explain, 173;-'-ls unable to 
give infonnation, ib. ~A second egent~ Major Scott, w.;:...... 
Mr. Hsstinga' letter from ChelteJiham, 174 :-His reference to 
Mr. Larkins, w.~Defectiveness of his account, 176;-Dinage
pore bribe, w.; - Money received from Patna,.177; - Money 
received from Nuddea, ib. ;-'-Concealment of names of parties, 
178; - Discovery by Parliamentary investigations, 179;
Mr. Larkins' letter, ib. ;-His avowal of considering it a point 
of honour to screen Mr. Hastings, ISO i-Various agents em
ployed by Mr. Hastings in receiving bribes, ib. ;-Concealment 
from Mr. Larkins of the sources from which the money was 
received, 182; -'- Subsequent ackdowledgment to him of the 
receipt of £100,000 from the Nawab of Oude, 183~Mr. Hast
ings reminded by Mr. Larkins of his promise to account to the 
Directors, ii. ;-His efforts to recover the circumstances, 184;
'Memoranda kept by Cantoo Baboo, Mr. Crofts, and amunshi. 
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ib. ;-N 0 other accounts preserved of the moneys received, 185 ;
Account obtained by inquiries of the House of Commons, ] 86 ;
Recapitulation, J87 ;-Deficiency of £40,000 in a sum due from 
Gunga Govind Sing, ib.; - Mr. Hastings' condb.ct towards 
Gunga Govind Sing, 189 ;-Recommends him reward, ib.;
Money due from Patna, 190 ;-Loss occasioned by dealings of 
Mr •. Hastings with usurious agents, ib. ;-Money due from 
Nuddea, 192 ;-Backwardness of the Direct.ors in investigating 
these transactions, ib.;-Present received from Nundulol, ib.;
Mr. Larkins' accounts, ib. ;-False statements of time of pay
ment, 193;-The sum suffered to lie in Gung-a Govind Sing's 
hands, 194 ;-Bonds taken for the money by Mr. Hastings as if 
his own, 195;-The money represented by Mr. Larkins 88 two 
thirds the Company's and one third Mr. Hastings', ib. ;-'1'he 
whole sum confounded .llnder bonds, ib. ;-His fraudulent de
posits, 196 ;-Cheyt Sing's bribe of .£23,000 conveyed by different 
persons to Mr. Larkins, 198 ;-The transaction concealed from 

'Mr. Hastings' colleagues, ib:;-The Persian account, 199;
Presents from the Nawab of Oude and Hussim Reza Khan to 
Mr. Hastings, 200 ;-Present to Mrs. Ha.etings, ib. ;-Proba
bility of other bribes, 201 ;-Mr. Hastings' motives for keepin&, 
the transaction from a court of justice, ib. ;-The money rereivell 
from Dinagepore taken from the Raja., ib. ;-Adoption of a son 
by the Rajah Bija Naut, 203 ;-Recognition of the adoption by 
Mr. Hastings on' report from Gunga Govind Sing, ib. ~um of 
money paid to Mr. Hastings through Gunga Govind Sing, ib.;
Deby Sing appointed guardian of the young Raja., ib. ;-Cruelties 
practised in the province, ib. ;-Certificate of the young Raja in 
favour of Mr. HastinlTs, 204 ;-Recapitulation, 205 i-Character 
of certificates procured from the native princes· by Mr. Hastings, 
206 ;-Recapitulation respecting Mr. Hastings' system of bri
bery, 207 ;-Confederation of persons in India, 208 ;-Danger of 
corruption of ·the English character from examples of successful 
fraud, ib. ;-Danger of influence of Indian wealth on the liberties 
of the country, 209. 

SPEECH OF JOHN ASTRUTHER, ESQ., MANAGER FOR THE HOUSE 

OF COMMONS, IN OPENING THE SECOND PART OF THE SIXTH 

ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRESENTS; 

16TH FEBRUARY, 1 i90. 

Corruption in government, 210 ;-In administration of the 
revenue, 211 ;-Disobedience to orders of Directors, ib. ;-Over
throw of establishments, ib. ;-Provinces committed to those who 
offered presents, 211 ;-Checks .withdrawn, ib. ;-Infamous cha
racter of those promoted, 212 ;-Injury to the rel'enue, ib.;
Changes in system .o~ go,:ernment prior to ~ 773, 213 ;:-~Ir. Hast. 
ings' plan for admlDlstericg the revenue, lb. ;-ProvmClal Coun
cils ib. --Object of bringing the collection to Calcutta, ib.;
Preiend~d control of the Provincial Councils, ib. ;-Mr. Hastings' 
approval of the 6~stem ~f Provincial Councils, .214 ;-Ord~ of 
Directors against Innovations, 215 ;-New plan mtroduced wlth-
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out their pennission, lb. ;-Particulars of the plan, 216 ;-Rent 
from Zamindars, ib. ;-Breach of orders of Directors as to letting 
the lands, 217 ;-The Zamindaries let to farm, 219 ;-Money paid 
to Mr. Hastings by the farmers, ib. ;-Innovations by Mr. Hast
ings, ib. ;-Diminution of revenue, ib. ;-Corrupt motives in the 
changes, ili. ;-Power cf the Ref"enue Councils vested in the 
Supreme Board at Calcutta, 220 ;-Suppression of the control of 
the Board, 221 ;-Corrupt motive in abolishing Provincial Coun
cils, ib. ;-Character of the Board established by him, ib.;
:Mr. Crofts connected with Mr. Hastings, 222 ;-The Council 
tools in the haild of their diwan, ib. ;-Gunlla. Govind Sing, the 
diwan, the receiver of Mr. Hastirtgs' bribes, 223 ;-His cha
racter,224 :-His dismissal from a previous office, ib. ;-;Mr. Hast
ings aware of his character, 225 ;-Ineffieiency of the Committee, 
of Revenue, ib. ;-Oppressions of Deby Sing, 226;-Practice of 
uniting offices of farmer and diwa.n, ib. ;-Purpose to establish a 
government of concealment, 227 ;-Presents received from 
farmers of the provinces, 228 ;-Infamous character of Kelleram, 
ib. ;-Pro'ince of Behar let to him, and present received, 229 ;...:. 
Concealment of present, ib. ;-Gunga. Govind Sing the accom
plice of Kelleram, ,ib, ;-Oppressions by Kelleram, 230;-Loss to 
the revenue, 231 ;-Case of Dinagepore, ib. ;-Money taken from 
the province, ib. ;-Oppressions of Deby- Sing, 232 :-Mr. Hast
ings responsible, ib. ;-Aware of Deby Sing's character, 233;
Increased ref"enue levied on the province, 23t :-Deposition of 
the Raja, ib. ;-The Raja's arrears occasioned by payments to 
Mr. Hastings, ib. ;-Appointment' of Deby Sing as diwan, 235 ; 
-And guardian to the Raja, 236 ;-:-His severities, ib. ;-The 
province let to the Raja at reduced rent, 237 ;-Mr. Paterson 
commissioned to inquire, 238 ;-Second commission, ib. ;-Re
sponsibility of Mr. Hastings, 239 ;-Deby Sing's cruelties the 
result of extreme levies of money, ib.; - Lord Cornwallis' 
opinion, 240 ;-Mr. Hastings' responsibility, 241 ;-Case of pro
vince of Rajeshaye, 241 ;-Present from Nundulul, ih.;-His dis
missal for corrupt practices, 242;-Reinstated by 'Mr. Hastings, 
ib. ;-Oppression of the province, ib. ;-Arrears in his account, 
243 ;-Protected by Mr. IVstings, ib. ;-His removal, 244;
Loan taken from Nobkissen, 245 ;-His arrears, ib. ;-Money 
taken from the province of Nuddea, 247 ;-Ejection of the Raja, 
ib. ;-Corruption in the Government, 248 ;-Dispute respecting 
the Rajaship of Dinagepore, ib. ;-Disputed succession to Raje. 
shaye, 249 ;-Sale of justice, ib. ;-Money received for Mr. Hast
ings' own use. 250 ;-N ature of the evidence,. ib. ;-Captain 
Donellan, 251 ;-Discovery of bribes from Mr. Hastings' letters, 
252 ;-False accounts of moneys received by him, 254 ;-Bonds 
for moneys lent to the Company, 255 ;-Mis-statements respecting 
them, 256 ;-Attempt to conceal receipt of money, 257 ;-Money 
received from the Nawab of Oude, 259 ;-Attempt to secure it by 

. false representations to the Directors, 260 ;-Mr. Hastings' account 
of his transaction with Nobkissen, 262 ;-Mr. Larkins' letter, 
ib. ;-Sunts in Gunga Govind Sing's hands not accounted for, 
265 ;-Mr. Larkins' explanations, ib. ;-Mr. Hastings' panegp:ic 
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Mr. Goring deputed by the Council to inquire, 281 ;-His letter 
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AND FOURTEENTH, ARTICLES OF T~HARGE, UUTING 

TO PRESENTS; 9TH J ONE, 1790; 
Fourteenth 'Article of the Chargeh-Present from the 

Wazir, ib,;-Mr. Hastings' instructi!T Major Palmer, 373;
Rejection of the present, in the first nce, 373 i-Subsequent 
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• 
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• 
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Assistance to Suja-nd-Dowla towards protection of the Rohillas 
from the Mahrattas, ib. i-Payments received from him, 584;
Additions to revenue 'by retrenchments, 585 i-Subsidy from 
Oude, ih. ;-=-Obloquy incurred by reduction of Nawab of Bengal's 
allowance, 586 ;~Cha.rge of ~g one and a half lacs rupees from 
the Nawab of Bengal, 587 ;-An usual gift on occasion of a visit, 
588 ;-Liberal treatment of the young Nawab, 589 i-Success of 
Mr. Hastings' government prior to establishment of the Council 
General, 590 i-Prejudices of the members of the Council, ih. ; 
Motives of Mr. Hastings in· retaining office, 591 ;-Attacks 
against Mr. Hastings 'by the Council, ih. ;-The Rohilla war, 592 ; 
Demand by the Council from Mr. Middleton of· his correspond
ence, 593 ;-Resistance by Mr. Hastings, 594 ;-Substitution by 
the Council of Bristow in place of Middleton, 595 ;-Letter of 
Mr. Hastings to Directors,ib. ;-Continued opposition from 
majority of the Council, 596 ;-Death of Suja-ud-Dowla, and 
question of succession, 597 ;-Benefits of the treaty of Allahabad 
Dot allowed to his successor by the Council, 598 ;~ Their demand 
of Bena.res from Asoff-ud-Dowla, 599 i-Charge imposed on him 
of his father's debts, ih. ;-'-Situation of Asoff-ud-Dowla, 600;
Withdrawal of British troops, ill. ;---Cession of . Bena.res to the 
Company, 601 ;-Inducement of theWazir to resign his claim to 
his father's treasures, ib. ;-Gua.rantee of the treaty by Mr. Hast
ings, ib. ;-Claim of the Begum to the lateWazir's treasure, 60~; 
-Want of legal title, ih.;-The .Wazir's recommendation of hIS 

• family to Mr. H&Stings, 603 ;-Debt to the Company at Suja-ud
Dowla's death. 605 ;-His treasure liable to the debt, ib. ;-Com-

VOL. n. e 
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mission for ascertaining value of lands leased in 1772, 606;
Reasons for the inquiry, 607 ;-Gunga Govind Sing a member of 
the Commission, 608 ;-His previous dismissal from office, ill. ;
Mr. Francis' account, 609 ;-Justifieation of his conduct, 610 ;
Charge of extraordinary powers vested in the Commission, ib. ;
The Mahratta war, 612;-Treaty for cession of Salsette to the 
British, ill. ;-Disapproved by the govemment of Bengal, 613; 
-Intrigue of the Peshwa with the French, 614;-Despatch by 
Ml'. Hastings of troops to Bombay, 616 i-Calamitous loss of 
time by Col. Leslie, ill.;-French treaty with the Peshwa, 617;
SUJ'rendeJ' of British troops to the Mahrattas, ib. ;-General God
dard, 618 ;-News of war with France, ib. ;-Measures of 
Ml'. Hastings, ill. i-Conciliation of Mudaji Bosla, 619 i-Plan of 
defence of Bengal, ib. ;-Cheyt Sing required to maintain three 
battalions, 620 ;-Qualified assent of Mr. Francis, ib. ;-Implied 
approval of Directors and the Ministers, ib. ;-Not noticed by the 
Committee of House of Commons, 621 ;-Tenure of Cheyt l:;ing, 
622 ;-Military seJ'vice due from a zamindar, ill. ;-Moderation of 
,the demand, 623 ;-Exigencies of the war, 624 :-Situation of the 
Company, 625 i-Confederacy 'against the British, 626 ;-Neces
sity for secret seJ'vice fund, 627 ;-The Dinagepore peshcush, ib.; 
-8adanund's present, 628 ;-Employment of it, ill. ;-Commu
nieation to Directors of receipt of presents, 630 ;-Invasion of 
the Camatic, ib. ;-Measures proposed b:r Ml'. Hastings, 631. 

CONCLUSION OF THE SPEECH OF EDWARD LAW, ESQ., COUNSEL 

FOR MR. HASTINGS, IN OPENING THE DEFENCE UPON 

THE SEVERAL ARTICLES OF THE CHARGE; 21ST FEBRUARY, 

1792. 

Irmption of Hyder Ali into the Carnatic, 635 ;-Firmness of 
Mr. Hastings, ib. i-Conduct of Mr. Francis, 636 ;-Dangel' to 
the empire from his pusillanimity, 637 ;-Appointment of Sir 
Eyre Coote as General, 639 ;-His SIlggestion of demand of hone 
from Cheyt Sing, 640;~Negotiation with the BeJ'&r Raja, ill.;
Sir Eyre Coote's demand of increased allowance, 642 i-Consent 
of Mr. Hastings, ib. i-Previous order of Directon reducing 
allowances, 643 j-The Directors unaware of state of affairs, ill. ;
Vindieation of Mr, Hastings, 644 ;-Mr. Hastings' own acknow
ledgment the only evidence of presents received by him, ill. ;
Violent language of the Managers, 645 ;-Testimony of native 
princes in Mr. Hastings' favour, 646 ;-Mr. Auriol's agency, 
648 ;-Accounting upon honour, ib. ;-Apprehended failure of 
supplies, 649 :~Retirement of Mr. Francis at a period of difficulty, 
ill. ;-Hili prediction of the downfall of the empire in India, 650; 
-Demand of troops from Cheyt Sing, ib.;-His refusal, 651;
Demand of 50 lacs; 652 ;-Mr. Hasting's visit to Oude, 653 ;
Delegation of power from Council, ib. ;-Visit to Benares, 655 ;
Success of government of Ali Ibraham Khan, 656 ;-Acceptance 
by Mr. Hastings of present from the Wazir 657 ;-High character 
of Mr. Larkins, ib. ;-Communieations of presents to Directors, 
658 ;-Disaffection o£ the Begums, 659 ;-Attack of her servants 
on Capt. Gordon, 661 ;-Troops sent to Cheyt Sing, 662;

, Revival of the Wazir's claim on the treasure, 663 ;-Resumption of 
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the jagirs,· 664 i-Presents from Kelleran andN undoomar, 665 ;
Pretended cruelties to the Begum's family, 666 ;-Evidence of 
Major Gilpill; 667 ;-Treaty of Chunar, 668 ;-Treaty with 
Madaji SciDdia, w.;-War with Hyder Ali, 669 ;-Increase of the 
debt, ib.;-Famine, 670 ;-Mr. Belli's agency, 671 ;-The bul
lock contract, i!I. ;-Opium contract, 672 ;..:...contract to Mr. 
Snllivan, 674 ;-Exportation of opium to China, w. ;-Advan
tages of the Mahratta peace, 676 i-Settlement of affairs of Oude, 
677 ;-The Wazir's resentment against Mr. Bristow, w.;-Mr. 
Hastings' visit to Oude, 678 i-Successful arrangements, ib. ;
Retirement of Mr. Haatings from office, 679 ;-'-Enumeration of 
successful acts of government, 680 ;-Gratitude of British inha. 
bitants of India, 681 ;-Testimonials from the natives, ib.;
General integrity of his government, 682 ;~ncIUBion, 683. 

SpEECH 01' THOMAS PLUMER, ESQ., CoUNSEL FOR MR. I!&.ST

INGs, IN DEFENCE UPON THE FmST ARTICLE OF THE 

CIURGE, -RELATING TO BENARES; 23RD FEBRUARY, 1792. 

Defence 011 the First Article of Charge, 685 ;-Prejudice 8.11 to 
the character of Mr. Haatiaga, 686 i-Prepossessions on the side 
of a charge presented by the House of Commons, 688 :-Only a 
suspicion of criminality aaserted by the Impeachment, 689;
Disclaimer of want of respect for the House of Commons, 690 ; 
-Impression produced;by the character of the Managers, w.;
Asserted unanimity of the House of Commons in presenting the 
charges, 691 ;-The honour of the House of Commons not in
volved in the decision of the cause, 692 ;-Mr. Hastings' Defence 
at the bar of the House of Commons, 693 ;-N ot his own compo
sition, 694 ;-The charge founded on erroneous i¢'erences, 695;
Prefatory portion of the Article, w. ;-Accusatory portion, 696 ;
Charge of ruining Cheyt Sing and the province of Benares, ib.; 
-Journey to Benares to extort money, 697 ;-The origin of the 
insurrection charged on Mr. Hastings, ib. ;-Events subsequent to 
the flight of Cheyt Sing, 698 ;-Settlement of th~ province, w.; 

_ -Statement of the transactions, 699 ;~Possibility of Cheyt 
Sing's being responsible for the insurrection, w. ;-Charge of 
deliberate intention to ruin Cheyt Sing, 700 ;'-Concurrence of the 
Council in aU the meaaures, 701 ;-Instances of previous dissent, 
702;-The meaaures discussed in presence of Mr. Francis and 
Mr.Wheler, w.;-Their reprobatioll of Cheyt Sing's conduct, 
703 ;-Their subsequent recognition of the demand, 704 ;-Their 
concurrence in enforcing the demand by troops, w. ;-And to 
impOi18 a fine, ib. ;-Malice less imputable to Mr. Haatings than 
to Mr. Francis, ib. ;-Mr. Francis' doubt of CheytSing's ability 
to meet the demand, ib. ~ntrast with Mr. Haatings' views, 
706 ;-Approval by Mr. WheIer of Mr. Hastings' conduct to 
Cheyt Sing, ih.;......:..J ustification of the .meaaures ~y ~en~ ap
proval of them, 707 i-Want of eVIdence -of -malice, ib.;
Concurrence of persons of different political sentiments. 708;
Instance from the House of Commons, w. ;-The question 
of right referred by Mr. Haatings to the Direcf.ers and 
:Ministers. 709 ;-Mr. Hastings justified in presuming their 
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approval, 710 ;-Instance in conduct of Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, 711 i-Plea of press of business in behalf of Ministers, 
712 ;-Mr. Pitt's approval of the act, ih. ;-Abettors of the 

. measures equally chargeable with malice, 713 ;-Indulgence 
to public men, 714 ;-Mr. Hastings'. justified from malice by 
approval of persons of the highest character, 715 i-Charge 
of breach of treaty in demanding military aid, 716 ;-As
sumption that Cheyt Sing was entitled to exemption, ill.;
Subjects bound to contribute to the support of the empire, 717 ;
The principle in force in India, 718 :-Definition of zamindar, ill.; 
-Terms of tenure, 719 ;-Feudal services in Aliverdy Khan's 
time, 720 ;-Agreement with Bulwant Sing and Cheyt Sing, ill.; 
-Cheyt Sing not an independent prince, ill. ;-His obligation as 

.. a subject, ill.;-:"" Treaties with Cheyt Sing, 722;-Treaties of the 
zamindar with the subahdar of Oude, ill.;-Bulwant Sing, ih. ;
His origin, 723 i-Purchase of title of Raja, 724 ;-His tenure of 
the Company, 726 :-Assertion of his attachment to the Com
pany ill. i-Proposal to make him independent, 727 ;"':Insincerity 
of his alliance, ill. ;-Bulwant Sing opposed to the Company in 
the battle of Buxar, 728 ;-His subsequent offer to hold under 
the Company, ill. i-Contract with him, ill. i-Second desertion 
of the Company by Bulwant Sing, 729 ;-Renewed submission, 
ill. ;-Reflections of the Company, 730 i-Character of Cheyt 
Sing'S attachment, ill. ;-Effect of th~ treaty with Suja-ud-Dowla, 
732 :-Stipulation for the security of Bulwant Sing, ill. ;-Posi
tion of Bulwant Sing, 733 ;--Motives for upholding Bulwallt 
Sing, 7.34 ;-Interference of the Company to secure Benares to 
Cheyt Sing at the death of his father, ill. ;-Cheyt Sing preferred 
to the legitimate descendant of Bulwallt Sing, 725 ;-Dissatisfac
tion of the Brahmans, ill. ;-Cheyt Sing's obligation to the Com
pany, ill. ;-Intention of Suja-ud-Dowla to dispossess him of the 
forts, 736 ;-Intervention of Mr. Hastings, ill. ;-Cheyt Sing 
constitutpd a zamindar, ill. ;-Fixity of rent, ill. ;-Cheyt Sing 
not exempted from duty as a subject, ill. ;-Mr. Hastings' decla
ration, 737;-Transference of Benares to the Company, 738;
Contract of 1775, ill. i-Proposal by Mr. Hastings that Cheyt 
Sing should have independent authority, ill. ;-N ot carried into 
execution, 739 ;-Terms of the treaty with Asoff-ud-Dowla, ill. :
Sovereignty reserved to the Company, 740 ;-Misrepresentation in 
the Article of charge, ill. i-Contract of the Company with Cheyt 
Sing in 1775, 741. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECR OF THOM£S PLUMER, ESQ., 
COUNSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, IN DEFENCE UPON THE 

FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO BENARES; 

29TH FEBRUARY, 1792. 

Article grounded on question of right, 742 ;-Cheyt Sing 
not exempt from military service, 743; - Sovereign rights 
exercised over Cheyt Sing by the WaziJ;, ill.;-The sovereignty 

. conveyed to the Company, 744 ;-O.bject of Mr. Hastings to . 
increase Che~ Sing'S authority, but to maintain sovereign 
power over hIm, ill. ;-The subject considered at several meet
mg~, 7 46 ~...., 'J.'hll 31Wlads or instruments of investiture, ill.;-
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Manner of representing the contract in the Article, 747;
Di1ference between the propositions of the 12th June and the 
contract, w. ;-The quotations in the Article extracted from the 
propositions, 749 ;-:-Actual words of the propositions, 750;
Object in making the rent payable at Patna, ih. ;-Nature of 
independence spoken of, ih.;-Intention to remove internal 
control, 751 ;-Grant of certain prerogatives, ih. ;-A proof of 
sovereignty in the grantor, 752 i-Case of Earl of Chester or 
Bishop of Durham, ih. i-Proposition respecting the cavalry, 753; 
-Not intended to preclude the right of requiring assistance, ih.; 
-The duty of assIsting with the' cavalry inseparable from the 
obligation to maintain them, ih. i-Omission in the Article of 
words of the proposition,. 754 ;-Discussion of the propositi~n, 
755 ;-General understandmg that the troops were for the servIce 
of the Company, 756 ;-Proposition that no further demands 
shall be laid upon him, ih. ;-Terms of the actual agreement, 757 ; 
-Instructions to Mr. Fowke, ih.;-Notification of sovereignty of 
the Company, ih. i-Proclamation of his authority, 758 ;-A 
fixed rent, ib. ;-Reserve of sovereignty omitted in the Article, 
ih. i-Oath of allegiance, 759;- The sanad, ih. ;-Exemption 
from liabilities as a subject not conveyed by the sanads, 760;
Recapitulation, ih. ;-No grounds for inferring surrender of sove
reignty, i61 ;-Duty of co-operation, w. ;-No power in the 
Government to abdicate the sovereignty, 762 ;-Answer to objec
tion of incompatibility of undefined demands, with a fixed rent, 
ib. i-Case of liabilities on an estate, 763 ;~Rebellious conduct of 
Cheyt Sing, 764 ;-Disaffection to the Company, 765 ;-Duty of 

.·Mr. Hastings to enforce obedience, w. ;-Cheyt Sing's attempt 
to throw off the Company's control, 766 i-Conduct charged 
against 'Mr. Hastings antecedent to his visit to Benares, w.;
Imputation of design to ruin Cheyt Sing, 767 ;-Demand on 
Cheyt Sing to maintain sepoys, w. ;-Assumption of motive in 
the charge,' 768 ;-Intention not regarded by the law, 769;
Question of breach of treaty, ih. ;-Malice incapable of proof, ih.; 
-Denial by Mr. Hastings, 770 ;-Improbability of the imputa
tion, ib. ;-Justification by character, 771 ;-Testimonials, 772 ; 
-Mr. Hastings' humanity, 773 i-Proper occasion for adducing 
evidence of character, ih. ;-Grounds of the imputation of malice, 
7i5 ;-Cheyt Sing's misconduct assumed to excite malice in 
Mr. Hastings, 776 ;-Candour of Mr. Hastings in acquitting his 
opponents of improper motives, 777 ;-Effect on Cheyt Sing of 
the division in Council, w. i-Supposition of designed hostility 
to Cheyt Sing, 778 ;-Mr. GralIam's doubts of Cheyt Sing's 
fidelity, ih. ;-Complaints made in ] 780 of Cheyt Sing's miscon
duct, 779 ;-Mr. Hastings' recommendation to Mr. Markham of 
forbearance towards Cheyt Sing, ih. ;-Apprehension of war, 780 ; 
-Intelligence received from Mr. Baldwin, 781 ;-Resolution of 
the Council on receipt of the intelligence, 783 ;-Activity of 
Mr. Hastings in forming plans of defence, 784 i-Overtures to the 
Raja of Berar, ih. i-Proposal to raise a force of sepoys, ih.;
Unanimity of the Council in recommending hostilities' against 
France, 786 ;-Liability of Mr. Hastings to blame if he had not 
called upon Cheyt Sing, 787 ;-Necessity for ample funds, w.;
Justice of calling upon Cheyt Sing for contribution, 788;
Motion of Mr. Francis for a loan,. ih. i-Objection' of Mr. Hastings 
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to a loan, 790 ;-Estimated deficiency, 791 ;-Risk of blame in 
neglecting the precautions, ib. ;-Assertion that only Cheyt Sing 
was assessed, 792 ;-No other person in a similar situation, ib.; 
-Surplus revenue, ib. i-Personal wealth inherited from his 
father, i93;-Treasure found at Bidjey Gur, ib. ;-Benares, the 
mtegral part of the empire, 794 ;-Recapitulation, ib. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS PLUMER, ESQ., 
COUNSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, IN DEFENCE UPON THE FIRST 

ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO BENARES; 1ST 

MARCH, 1792. 

" Mr. Hastings' proposed demand on Cheyt Sing not a breach of 
treaty, 797 ;-Cheyt Sing's supposed exemption, ib. ;-Imputation 
of malice against Mr. Hastings, 798 ;-Documents relating to the 
demand, 799 ;-Mr. Francis' acquiescence, ib. ;-Mr. Barwell's 
approval, 800 ;-Question of right referred to Directors, ib.;
Concurrence of the Council, SOl i-Power of the Supreme Council 
over native subjects, 802 ;-The demand not sufficient to ruin 
Cheyt Sing, ib. i-Conciliatory letter of Mr. Hastings to Cheyt 
Sing, 803 ;-Cheyt Sing defers the consideration of the demand, 
805 ;-His lukewarmness, ib. ;-Mr. Hastings' effort to explain 
the nature of the demand to Cheyt Sing's vakil, 806 ;-The 
vakil's acquiescence. ib.; - Endeavour of the vakil to reduce 
the amount of the sum demanded, 807 ;-Motion of Mr. Hast
ings for insisting on the demand, ib. ;-Mr. Francis' proposal 
for payment by instalments, 808; -Adopted by Cheyt Sing, ib.;
His assent to the demand, 809 ;-Evasion of payment, ib.;
Payment by instalments, 810 ;-Disobedience of Cheyt Sing, 
811 ;-Necessity for enforcing obedience. 8]2 ;-His proposal of 
deferring payment, ib. i-Payment insisted on by Mr. Hastings, 

"813 ;-Moderation of his measures, ib. i-Opposed by the ma
jority, 814 ;-Question of right, 815 i-Of the ability of the Raja 
to pay, 816 ;-Mr. Francis' acknowledgment of the importance of 
unanimity in the Board, 817 ;-Mr. Wheler's opinion, ib.;
Agreement of the Board, in proposal for re~uiring immediate 
paYlIlent, 818 ;-Mr. Hastings' letter to Cheyt Smg, ib. ;-Letters 
of Mr. Graham, 819 ;-Hesitation in Cheyt Sing, ib. ;-Comple
tion of payment for first year, 820 ;-No unnecessary step taken 
to obtain payment, ib. ;-Letter of Mr. Hastings to Cheyt Sing, 
821 ;-:-No evidence of malignity towards him, ib. ;-Further 
demand of contribution from Cheyt Sing, ib.; - Caused by 
declaration of war, 822 ;-The demand proposed by Mr. Hast
ings, ib. ;-Concurrence of the Council, 823 ;-Refusal of Cheyt 
Sing, 824 ;-Right of exemption suggested to him by discussions 
in the Council, 826 ;-Proposal of Mr. Hastings to use force, 
ib. i-Opposition of Mr. Francis, 827 i-Order given for march of 
troops, 828; - Cheyt Sing's promise of compliance, 829;
Delay in paying, 830; - Correspondence, ib.; - Repetition of 
orders from the Board, 832 i-Order for the march of troops, 
833; - Payment by the Raja, 834; - Necessity for compul
sion, ib. ;-Letter of the maJori~ of the Board to the Directors, 
835 ;-Third demand in 1780,8.>6 ;-Desire of Mr. Hastings to 
act against Madaji Scindia, 837 ;-His proposal to dew')d con-

/. 
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tribution from Cheyt Sing, w. i-Objection of MI'. ll1'ancis and 
MI'. Whelel', w.;-Voluntary payment by Cheyt Sing of fine fol' 
delay, 838 ;-Not in lieu of demand, 839 i-Statement by 
MI'. Hastings, ib. i-Promise of Cheyt Sing to comply, 841;
Portion paid, w. ;-'-Acceptance of present from Cheyt Sing for 
public semce, 842 ;-Mr. Hastings' proposal of a fwotner demand 
on Cheyt Sing, 843 ;-Assent of Council, w. ;-Letters of the 
Resident, w. ;-Exigencies of the Company, 844 ;-Cheyt Sing's 
1'equest for time, 845 ;-=-Rejected by Mr. Hastings, ib. ;-Order of 
Council for enforcing payment, 846 ;-And for 1'emission of the 
amount to Col. Camac, ib.; - Promise of compliance, 847;
Payment not made, w. ;-Exaction of a fine recommended by 
Mr. Hastings, w. ;-Approved by the Council, 848 i-Payment 
completed, 850; , 

CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS PLUMER, ESQ., 

C011NSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, IN DEFENCE UPON THE 

FIRsT ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO BENARES j 

24TH .APRIL 1 '192. 

Apology for minuteness in answering the charge, 851;
Subjects to be discussed, 852 ;-Demand of cavall'y in 1780, ib.; 
-Not opposed by Mr. Francis, 853 ;-Cheyt Sing not 1'equil'ed 
to l'aise fresh troops, 854;-To be paid for their services, 855 ;
State of a1fairs, 856 ;-Invasion of Hyder Ali, ill. ;-Defeat of 
Colonel Baillie, ib. ;-Letter of SirE. Hughes, 857 ;-Measures 
proposed by Mr. Hastings, 858 i-Sir E. Coote's proposal to 
demand cavalry of Cheyt Sing, 859 i-Protection of Benares, 
860;-Resolution of the Council to demand cavall'y of Cheyt 
Sing, 861 ;-Ability of Cheyt Sing to supply them, 862 ;-Ifjs 
conduct, 863 ;-Disposition to rebel, 864 ;-Pretended inability 
to furnish more than 250 men, 865 ;""';"Appointment of MI'. Mark
ham as Resident, 866 ;-Mr. Hastings' minute, ill. ;-Evasions of 
Cheyt Sing, 867 ~-Charge against Mr, Hastings of design to 
obtain p1'etext for violence, 868 i-Proof of Mr. Hastings' charge 
against Cheyt Sing, 869 ;-Unpunctuality of Cheyt Sing, 870;
Assertion of custom of the country, 872 ;-Delay in pal'IDent the 
cause of distress to Major Camac, 872 ;-Delay of Mr. Fowke in 
remitting the money, 873 ;-Letter of Major Camac, 874;
Payment by the Raja in bills, ib. i-Consequences of his delay, 
876 ;-Malice charged against Mr. Hastings, w. ;-Contumacy 
of Cheyt Sing, 877 i-Subversion of the Company's authority, 
878 i-Proofs of Cheyt Sing's designs, 880 ;-Inc1'ease of army, 
w.;-Tampering with . the Company's troops, 881 i-Offer of 
asylum to 1'ebels, w. ;-Actual rebellion, 883 i-Charge of ex
cessive punishment of Cheyt Sing, 884;-Defective police in 
the province, ib. ;-The fine not imposed, 886 i-Proportion of 
punishment to offence, 887 ;-~oderation of Mr.' Hastings, 
888 i-Charge that Mr. Hastings mtended to convey the country 
to the -Wazir, 889 i-Charge of delegation of power, 890;
Standing order of 1702,891 i-Obsolete or revoked, ib. ;-Resi
dence of members of the Council in Calcutta, 892 i-Precedents 
893 ;-Recent act relating to delegation of power, 894 ;-Sanc
tioned by Directors, ill. ;-Not prohibited, 895 ;-Letter of Lord 
Cornwallis, 896 '-Tha~ power not granted by a full Council, 
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tb. ;-The power and plan to be followed not put on record, 897: 
Generality of the powers, tb. i-Objects of Mr. Hastings in going 
up to Benares, 898 i-Proceedings at Benares, ib . 

. CONCLUSION OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS PLUMER, ESQ., COUN

SET. FOR MR. HASTINGS, UI DEFENCE UPON THE FIRST 

ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELJlTING TO BENARES; 26TH. 

APRIL, 1792. 

Journey to Benares, 899 i-Object to retrieve the Company's 
affairs, 900;-Justification of the fine, ib.;-Cheyt Sing induced 
to resist by the Company's distress, 901 i-Charge against 
Mr. Hastings of going unattended, ib. i-Proof of his pacific 
intentions, 902 ;-Cheyt ·'sing's offer of a present, tb. i-Conduct 
of Cheyt Sing at the meeting, 903 ;-Admission of the Charges 
against him, 904 ;-Is accompanied with 2,000 armed men. 905; 
-They are stationed .at Shewalla, 907 ;-Mr. Hastingi' charges 
against Cheyt Sing, ib. ;-False answers of Cheyt Sing, 908;
Request for erlension of time for subsidy, ib. ;-OfFer of horse, 
90!J ;-Neglect of administration of justice, 910;-Alleged sub
missiveness of Cheyt Sing's letter to Mr. Hastings, ib. ;-Defiance 
of the Company's authority, 911 ;-Necessity of securing his 
person, 912 ;-Disgrace invoh'ed in the arrest, ib.;-Conduct of 
Cheyt Sing, 914 ;-Murder of sepoys, ib.;-Pretended submis
sion, 915 i-Conduct of his troops in the insurrection, ib.;-Pre
meditation, 916 i-Pretended interruption of Cheyt Sing in his 
devotions, 917 ;-Attempt of the people to force access to Cheyt 
Sing, 918 ;-A messenger sent by Mr. Hastings to him, ib.;- • 
Delivery of the message, 919 ;-Massacre of the soldiers, ib. ;
Escape of Cheyt Sing, 920 ;-Alleged rejection of his submission, 
tb. i-Preparations to attack Mr. Hastings, 921 ;-Mr. Hastings' 
retreat to Chunar, ib. ;-His danger, 922 ;-Responsibility of 
Cheyt Sing for the massacres, tb. ;-Co-operation of the Begums, 
924 ;-EfForts of Cheyt Sing to r~e the country, ib. ;-His 
defeat, 927 i-Charge against Mr. Hastings of expelling Cheyt 
Sing from his territories, tb. i-Of extortion and oppression, 92B; 
-The attack on Birljey Ghur, 928 ;-Defended by the Rani,929; 
-Treasures found in the fort, 930 i-Orders of Mr. Hastings for 
their distribution among the troops, ib. ;-Misconstruction of 
his letters, 932 i-Plunder of the Rani's followers, ib.;-Charge 
of harsh treatment of the Rani, 933 ;-His humanity towards 
her, 934 ;-Arrangements subsequent to Cheyt Sing's flight, 
935 ;-Appointment of Mehipnarain, 936 i-Charge of raising the __ 
tribute, 937 ;-Grants to natives for public services, 938 ;-Pen
sion to Beneram Pandit, ib. ;-'1'0 Bundoo Khan, 939 ;-Settle
ment of duties, 940 :-Charge of removal of Durbejey Sing, 
942 i-Charge of ruin of the country,943;-Establishment of 
civil and criminal courts, ib. i-Prosperous condition of the 
country, 944 ;-Moderation of tribute, ib. i-Permanence of 
Mr. Hastings' arrangements, 945 i-Contrast of Cheyt Sing with 
Mr. Hastings, 946. • 
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l\Iy LORDs,-An event, which for a considerable time 21APn.1789. 

had spread an universal grief" and consternation through J?eIayocca-

I · k' d d"t' d'ffi d . aI d slOned by t liS mg om, an , In 1 s Issue, 1 use as univers an the King's 

transcendent a joy, has, in the circumstances both of our illness. 

depression and of our exaltation, produced a considerable 
delay, if not a total suspension, of the most important func-
tionlJ of government. 

:My Lords, we now resume our "office; and we resume it 
with new and redoubled alacrity, and, we trust, under not 
less propitious omens than w.hen we left it in this House at 
the end of the preceding session. We come to this duty 
with a greater degree of earnestness and zeal, because we 
are urged to it by many and very peculiar circumstances. 
This day we come from a House where the last steps were 
taken to prepare our way,-and, I suppose, something has National 

happened similar in this,-to attend in the utmost solemnity ~b",!ksgttb"v. 
. al h k •. • h I J.' h lII~.or e a great nabon t an SglVlDg, In anot er p ace, .lor t e Kmg's reo 

restoration of the Sovereign to his Parliament and the Par- covery. 

lihment to its duties. 
But, my Lords, it is not only in the house of prayer that Homage 

we offer to the First Cause the acceptable homage of our showutothe 

VOL"I.· A 
o--d 



2 OPell~~Sixt" Char!le-Presentl: 
J 

21ApB.17S9. rational nature. 1\1y Lords, in this House-at this bar-in 
DeitybYex. this place-in every place where his commands are obeyed 
i:'~~~ of his worship is performed; and, my Lords, I must be bold to 

say, and I think I shall hardly be contradicted by. your 
Lordships, or by any persons versed in the law which guides 
us all, that the first act of religion, and the first homage 
which we pay and must pay, is an imitation of the divine 
perfections, as far as such a nature can imitate such perfec
tions, and that by this means alone we can make our homage 
acceptable to him. My Lords, the first great distinguishing 
attribute by which we are held by the chain of causes to the 
first link of all, is the quality of justice; and in this solemn 
temple of representative justice we may best give praise, 
because we ean best imitate those divine attributes, the re
semblance of which alone can approximate us to thei. cause. 
If ever there was a cause in which justice and mercy are, not 
only combined and reconciled, but incorporated, it is in 
this cause of suffering nations which we bring before your 
Lordships, now, unwearied and unfatigued in our persevering 
pursuit, in the second session of Parliament. 1\1y Lords, 
we think that it is a necessary preliminary-that it is a 
necessary part-that it is a necesl:>ary attendant and concom
itant-of every public thanksgiving, that we should give 
thanks with our virtues, and not merely with our mouths; 
tba.t., when we are giving thanks for acts of mercy, we should 
render ourselves worthy of them by doing acts of mercy 
ourselvel'. 1\1y Lords, these considerations strongly urge us 
at present, independent of the great considerations which 
were out first movers in this business, to pursue with all 
manner of zeal and perseverance the great cause we have 
now in hand. And we think it necessary the more to say 
something upon this subject, because we cannot but be sensi
ble that light, unstable, variable, capricious, inconstant, fasti
dious, minds soon tite in any pursuit tlmt requires I:>trength, 
steadiness and perseverance. Such person.s, who are but 
few and who certainly do not resemble your Lordships nor 
us, begin alre:uly to sny-how long is this business to con
tinue ? Our IUlswer is-it is to continue till its ends are 
obtained. 

Determin.. We know tllat, by a mysterious dispensation of Provi-
tion of tho d •. • . k d ·d d' t· I d Managers to ence, lDJUry ]s qUlC an rapl an JUS Ice B ow; an we 
~=~1:1~':. may say that those who have not patience and vigour of 
with vigour. mind to attend the tardy pace of justice counteract the order 

of Providence, and nre resolved that they shall not be just 

" 
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at all. We therefore, instead of bending the order of nature 21 APR. 1789. 

to the laxity of our characters and tempers, are rather to -
confirm ourselves by a. manly fortitude and virtuous perse-
Terance, to continue in those forms, and to wrestle with 
injustice, until we have shown that those concomitant virtues 
which sometimes wickedness debauches into its cause, such 
as virrour, energy; activity, fortitude of spirit, will be called 
back ~nd brought to their true and natural service; and that, 
in the pursuit of that wickedness-in the following it 
throurrh all the winding recesses and mazes of it!i.artifice-
we sh~l1 show as much vigour, as much constancy, as much 
dilirrence, energy and perseverance, as any men can do in 
endeavouring to elude the laws and triumph over the justice 
of their country. My Lords, I say this, because it has been 
given out as if we might faint in this business. No; we 
follow, and trust we shall always follow, the great emblem 
held out to us by ancient nations, where the person who held 
out a. long line of labours found the reward of all the eleven 
labours in the twelfth. Therefore our labour is our reward. 
'Ve go on-we persevere-we pursue with vigour and dili~ 
gence. in a. manner suitable to the Commons of Great Britain, 
every mode of corruption, till we have thoroughly eradi-

• cated it. 
I think it neceasary to say a word, too, upon another cir

cumstance, of which there is some complaint, as if some 
injustice arose on our part from voluntary delay. I have 
stated incidentally, first, the melancholy, then, the joyful, 
occasion of our delay. I shall now say a word to a. com-
plaint which I understand was formally made to your Lord- Answer to 

h· fi had d I . d thecom-S IpS. soon a ter we announce our reso utlOn to procee plain~re-
in this great cause of suffering nations before you. It has ~;t!l~rgt~~e 
been alleged that the length of the pursuit hath very much frc:,h":f~:gs 
distressed the person who is the" object of it; that it leaned r~ndant. 
upon a fortune unequal to support it; and that 30,0001. had 
been already spent in the preliminary preparations for the 

. defence. My Lords, I do admit tha~ all true, genuine and 
unadulterated, justice considers the person whom it ought to 
punish with a certain degree of tenderness, and by no means 
oppresses those by the process who ought not to be oppressed 
but by the sentence of the court to which they are going to 
be brought. The Commons have heard with some degree of 
astonishment that 30,0001. hath been laid out by Mr. Hast
ings in this business. 'Ve, who have some experience in 
the conduct of affairs of this nature,-we, who profess not so 
much td proceed with regard to the economy as the vigour 

A2 
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21 APR. mo. of this prosecution-and we are justified by our country in 
- so doing-are much surprised to find [it so], upon a collation 

and complU'ison of tIle public expenses with those the dc
fendant is supposed to have incurred. We are much surprised 
to have heard it. We suppose that his solicitors can give a 
good account to him of those expenses; that the thing is 
true, arid that he has actually through them incurred this 
expense. But we have nothing to do with this: and we 
shall remove auy degree of uneasine~s from your Lordships' 
mind ... , and from our own, if we show you that, in the charge 
which we shall bring before you this day, one bribe only 
received by Mr. Hastings-the smallest of his bribes, or 
nearly the smallest-the bribe received from Raja N ob
kissin--is alone more than equal to have paid all the 
charges he is stated to llave incurred. And, if this be the 
case, your Lordships will not be made much uneasy, in 
a case of bribery, to think that you press upon the sources 

Answer to 
the corn· 
JJlaint that 
the public 
paticnec is 
wearied by 
the 1'ro
cccdlllgs. 

of peculation. 
There is anotl1er circumstance. It has been said that we 

weary out the public patience in this cause. The House of 
Commons, who do not call upon your Lordships t<1 do any
thing of which they do not ~et the example, have but very 
lately sat in the Colchester Committee within one or two 
days of the number of days that have been spent in this 
trial. Every cause dcser,'cs that it should be tried accord
ing to its nature and circumstanccs; and, in the case of the 
Colchester Committee, in the trial of' paltry briberies-of 
odd pounds, shillings and penee- in the corruption of a 
returning officer, who is but a miller-they spent the same 
nnmber of' days that we have been inquiring into the ruin 
of kingdoms by the peculation and bribery of the Chief 
Governor of the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa.· 
Therefore, God forbid that we should faint at thrice thirty 
days, if the proceedings should be drawn into such a length, 
when, for n small crime, as much time has been spent as has 
been spent in this great cause already. 

Having uow cleared· the way, at the beginning, with 
regard to the local and temporary circumstances of this case; 
having shown your Lordships, from It comparison of causes, 
that too much time has not been spent in this; having no 
reason to think, from tIle time that has hitherto been spent, 
that time will be unnecessarily spent in future-I trust your 

• The votes had been even; but Mr. Tierney successfully resisted the reo 
turn of his opponent, Mr. Jackson, on the ground of acts of bribery. The 
pl'oceedings lusted fl'om the 7th of February to the 6th of A pri!, 1789. 
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Lordships will think that time ought neither to be Elpared 21APB.17811 

nor squandered in this business. Therefore we are to pro-
ceed, Article by Article, as far as the discretion of the 
House of Commons shall think fit, for the justice of the 
case, to limit the inquiry or to extend it. 

'Ye are now going to bring before you the sixth Article The sixth 
of this charge. It is all Article of charge of bribery and ~rticlo of . • '1\Ir H' B larg~. corruptIon agalDst J.\. astmgs. ut yet we must confess 
that we fMl some little difficulty in limine. We here appear T~timo. 
in the name and character of representatives of the Com- ~':~~!r~~ 
mons of Great Britain, the representatives of the inhabitants ~1~~Ha~~ 
of Bengal; and yet we have had lately come into our hands t(nb"S. 

such ample certificates-such full testimonials-from every 
pe1'son in whose cause we complain, that we shall appear to 
be ill the strangest situation in the world-the situation of 
persons complaining who are disavowed by the persons in 
whose name and character they complain.· That might 
appear to be a very great difficulty in the beginning; espe-
cially as it is come· before us in a flood-tide of panegyric. 
There never was anything so beautifully expressed, no 
encomiums so exalted. No language can paint the perfect 
satisfaction, the entire acquiescence, the wonderful admiration, 
expt'essed by all the natives of Bengal, of the character of 
the person whom we have brought as a criminal to your bar 
upon their part, I do admit that it is a very awkward 
circumstance; but yet, at the same ,time, the same candour 
which has induced the House of Commons to bring before 
you the bosom friends and confidants of Mr. Hastings, as 
their evidence, will not suffer them to suppress for a moment 
from your Lordships this universal voice of Bengal in an 
attestation in Mr. Hastings' f,\vour, and we shall produce it 
as a part of our evidence. 

Oh, my Lords, consider the situation of a people, when 
we prove to you the things that we shall prove, who are 
forced to mix their praises with their groans, who are forced 
to sign with hands which have been in tortu1'e, which are 
yet warm with the thumbscrews upon them-to sign an 
attestation in favour of the person from whom aU their 
sufferings have been derived. It will, I hope~ give your 
IAordships a full. conclusive and satisfactory, .p1'oof of the 

• In the latter part of the year 1788, several addresses from native inhabi
tants of British India to the Court of Directors in favour of lIfr. Hastings 
were procured by his attorney in India, and presented through the Governol' 
General. See a letter of Lord Cornwallis ·to tbe Directors respecting th"se 
testimonials, printed in the" Correspondence of Lord Cornwallis," vol. i. p .. 540. 
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21 A~l7S9. misery to wllich these people have. been reduced. You will 
see before you what is so well expressed by one of our poets 
as the homage of tyrants,-

" Mouth.honoW'; breath, 
Which the poor heart would fain deny, 
But dares not !" 

~gD":,~Ut'te Mr. Hastings has received that homage: and which homage 
evi~ence we mean to present to your Lordships. 1Ve mean to present 
~~B!s. it because it will show your Lordships clearly that, when 
::::~ed'1~ihe Mr. Hastings has ransacked Bengal from one end to the other, 
testimonials. and has used the power which he had, by having a friend and 

a dependant of his in every office, from one end of that Go
vernment to t.he other, he has not, in the midst of all these 
panegyrics-these high-flown Eastern encomiums-got one 

rheirworth. word of refutation or one word of evidence against any charge 
cssncss. whatever which we produce against him. Every one knows 

that [evidence to character] is, in the course of criminal trials, 
the last thing that is produced. 'Vhen the evidence of alibi
when all the arts of the Old Bailey are exhausted, at last they 
call to the character. He is therefore gone in his cause when, 
having ransacked Bengal, he has nothing to say for his con
duct, and at length appeals to his character. 1 have looked 
into those little papers that are given to us, relating to the 
proceedings in our criminal courts. After the evidence of a 
murder, a forgery or robbery, it ends in his character, and 
says,-" He has an admirable character-I have l.-nown him 
from a boy-he is wonderfully good-he is the best of men 
-I would trust him with untold gold;" and immediately 
foIlows-" Guilty!" "Death I"~ This is the way in which, 
in our courts, character is generally followed by sentence. 
1 do not say that Mr. Hastings is the first to take this course 

• befol'e you. U ndoubtedl y he is justified by the first court of 
antiquity; for Caius Verres, Antonius, ond every other man 
who has been famous for the pillage and destruction of pro
vinces, never failed to bring before their accusers the attesta
tions of the injured to their character. Voltaire says, 
" Les bons mots sont toujours }·edits." A silllibr occasion 
has, in this instance, produced a similar conduct, and just the 
character which Caius Verres got from other causes and the 
laudationes which your Lordships know always followed, to 
save trouble these laudationes we mean to give your Lord
ships. \Ve mean to give them, with this strong presumption, 
that, in all this panegyric, there is not one word of defence to 
a. single Article of charge. They are mere "lip homage." 
But, as we think, we derive from those panegyrics, that are 
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sent over as evidence by Mr. Hastings, to supply the total 21 APR. 1789, 

want of it-the claim itself being an evidence of the total -
want of it-an indication of the impossibility of attaining 
it. Mr. Hastings has brought it here, and I must say we 
are under some difficulty about it. And the difficulty it! this 
--we think we have produced before your Lordships proofs 
of barbarity and peCUlation by Mr. Hastings; we have the 
proofs of them in specific provinces, where those proofs may 
he met by contrary proofs and may lose their weight by a 
variety of circumstances. But in what condition were we 
in that? Why we thought we had got the matter sure; 
that everything was settled; that he could not escape us 
when he had confessed the bribes he had taken from the 
specific provinces. Now we have from those specific provinces 
the strongest attestations that there is not any credit to be 
paid to his own acknowledgments. In short, we have the very 
persons whose complaints we shall produce to your Lord-. 
ships concerning these crimes of Mr. Hastings; we have his 
own confessions; and then-come back to it again-they ha.ve 
declared that, not only their own complaints are totally 
unfounded, but that Mr. Hasting's confessions are not true 
and not to ·be credited; and,· after we think we have got the 
man, we have certificates to show that llis own confessions 
are not to be trusted. These are circumstances which your 
Lordships will consider in the view of this wonderful body 
of attestation. . 

It is a pleasant thing to see the mode and character of Lthang
t 

U&!lt' 0 of 
1 d dd . d' J'l' • • h h e es lmo· e oquence an n resses· 10 lUerent countr16s 10 t ose t at nials. 

are given before your Lordships. You will see the beauty . 
of chaste European panegyric. improved by degrees into high 
oriental, exaggerated and inflated, metaphor. You will see 
how the language is first written in English, then translated 
into Persian, and then retranslated into English; and you 
will see the beauty of those styles. which will, in this heavy 
investigation. tend to give a little gaiety and pleasure: there 
is something amusing in it. And here we bring before you 
tho European and Asiatic [incense]: you have the perfume 
shops of the two countries. One of the accusations which 
we meau to bring again!!t him is upon the part of the 
zamindar Radanaut, of the country of Dinagepore. See 
what he says himself:- . 

If As it has been lelll'Iled byrne, the Mutsuddies and the respectablll T t' ia1 
o~cerl of my zemindary, that the ministers of ~ngland are displ~~ed or n!'3~n 
With the late Governor, 'Varren Hastings, EsqUlre, upon the SUsplClon naut. 
that he oppressed us, took money froIn us by deceit and force, and 
ruined the COUlltry; therefore we, UPOll the strength of our religion, 
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21 APR.liS9. which we t~ink it incumbent on and n ssary for us to abide by, fol-
- lowing t.he rules laid down in giving er· ence, declare the particulars of 

the acts and deeds of WalTen Hastings, Esquire, full of circumspection 
and caution, civility and justice, superior to the conduct of the most 
learned; and by representing what is fact, wipe away the doubts that 
have possessed the minds of the Ministers of England; that Mr. Has
tings IS possessed of fidelity and confidence, and yielding protection to 
us: that he is clear of the contamination of mistrust and wrong, and 
. his mind is free of covetousness or avarice. During the time of his 
administration no one saw other conduct than that of protection to the 
husbandman and justice. No inhabitant ever experienced affiictions, 
no one ever felt oppression from hini; our reputations have always been 
guarded from attacks by his prudence, and our families have always been 
protected by his justice; he never omitted the smallest instance of kind
ness towards us, but healed the wounds of despair with the salve of 
consolation by means of his benevolent and kiud behaviour, never per
mitting one of us to sink in the pit of despondence; he supported every 
one by his goodness, overset the desigus of evil-minded men by his 
authority, tied the hand of oppression with the strong bandage of justice, 
and by these means expanded the pleasing appearance of happiness and 

.joy over us." 

Radanr")ut My Lords, here is a panegyric that we be!!in witll, directly 
one 0 tIe ~ W . 
l'rineesfrom contrary to the usual mode of other accusers. e beglD 
whom bribes b d' h . d I h were taken. y pro UClDg t e panegyrIC rna e upon t Ie person w om we 

accuse. Weare obliged to show· to your Lordships-nay 
we shall give it in evidence-that; of the very person we 
accuse of these wrongs, we produce to you, along with the 
charge, the panegyric and certificate of those persons whom 
we suppose to have suffered them .. 'Ve· ·suffer ourselves 
even to abandon our last resource, which is 11 is own con
fession, by showing that one of the princes from whom he 
took these bribes has given a certificate of the direct 
contrary. 

An these things will have their:weight upon your Lord
ships' minds; and, when we have put ourselves under this 
disadvantage-what disadvantage it is your Lordships will 
judge-at least we shall stand acquitted of unfairness in this 
business, that we begin to charge him with crimes directly 
contrary to the panegyrics in this paper contained. And 
indeed I will say this for him, that, if gcneral charge and 
loose accusation were answered by loose and general pane· 
gyric, this panegyric would be sufficient to overset our 
accusation. But we come before your Lordl:lhips in a differ· 
ent manner an4 upon different grounds. I am ordered by the 

Subject of Commons of Great Britain to support the charge that 
!l::r~~ent they have made and persevcre in making,-against Warren 
bribe")taken Hastin!!s, Esq., late Governor General of Bengal, and now 
from t 10 1 ~; b fi . 1 l' k I natives. a cu pl'lt at your ar,- rst, Wlt 1 mvmg til. "en corrupt y 

several bribes, and extorted, by force or 110wer and colour of 
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. his office, several sums of money, from the unhappy natives 2IAPR.1789. 

of Bengal The next Article which we shall bring before Corruption 

you is, that he is not only perwnally corrupted, but that he ~:;:D~hcr 
has personally corrupted all the other servRnts,-those under 
him whose corruptions he ought to have controlled, and those 
above him whose business it was to control his corruptions.. 

We propose to make good to your Lordships the first of Bribes taken 

these, by submitting to you that part of those sums which lri~~J:Y 
we charge were taken by hilD: with his own hand and in bis l:~i!.~Y 
own person, but tha~ much the greater part have been taken 
from the native3 by the instrumentality of his black agents, 
banyas, and other dependants, whose confidential connection 
with him, and whose agency upon his part in corrupt 
transactions, if his Counsel should be bold euough to chal-
lenge us to the proof, we shall fully proye before you. 

The next part and the second branch of his corruption, C{)rruptcon .. 

namely, what is commonly called his active corruption-dis- !ract&. 
tinguishing the personal under the name of passive-bas been 
shown by giving, under colour of contracts, a number of 
corrupt and lucrath-e advantages.. By a number of un
authorised and unreasonable grants, pensions and allowances, 
he corrupted actively the whole service of the Company. 

And, lastly, we shall show that, by est.ablishing an uni- G.cneral eon .. 

versa! connivance, from one end of the service to the other, ~I~:a:h~;:,r 
be has not only corrupted and contaminated it in all its parts, senicc.. 

but bound [every member of] it in a common league of iniquity, 
to support mutually each other Bn0'3illst the inquiry that shoul<l 
detect and the justice that sbould punisb their offences.. These 
two charges we shall bring one after the other, namely, of 
his active and passive corruption, as strongly and clearly 
illustrating and as powerfully confirming each other. 

The first we shall bring is his own passive corruption. "We 
commonly call it so. Bribes are so little known in this 
country that we can hardly get clear and specific technical 
names to distinguish them; but, in future, I am afraid the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings will improve our law vocnbulary. 
The first of these offences Mr. Hastings stands charged with Bri~ 
here is,-receiving bribes himself or through his b:l.uyas. n;:';;gJ! 
Every one of these is an overt act of the general charge of banyas. 

bribery; and they are, every one of them, separately taken, Pari ora 

substantive crimes.. But, whatever the criminal nature ofe::.e::f.:: 
these acts was-and the nature was very criminal, and the mption. 

consequences to the country very dreadful-whatever there 
was in these criminal acts of Mr. Hastings, yet we mean to 
prove to your Lordships that they were not single acts; that 
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21APn.178D. they were not acts committed as opportunity offered or as 
- necessity tempted or urged upon the occasion, but that they 

are parts of a general, systematic, plan of corruption for 
advancing his fortune at the expense of his integrity; that 
he has, for that purpose, not only taken the opportunity of 
his power, but made whole establishments-wasted, per
verted, altered and created, complete revolutions in. the 
country's government, for the purpose of making that 
which ought to be subservient to regal government subser
vient to corruption; that, when he could no longer cover these 
fraudulent proceedings by artifice, he endeavoured to justify 
them by principle. These artifices we mean to detect-these 
llrinciples we mean to attack,-and, with your Lordships' 
aid, to demolish, destroy and subvert, for ever. 

Contl'8l!~ My Lords, I must say that in this business, which is 
~=~r ;,~:r a matter of collusion, concealment and deceit, your Lord
h=iOIlB ships will perhaps not find the same degree of enter-

. tainment that you have found in the others. Hitherto 
you have had before you crimes of dignity. You have had 
before you the ruin and expulsion of great aud illustrious 
families,-the breach of solemn public treaties,-the merci
less pillage and total subversion of the first houses in Asia; 
but the crimes which are the most striking to the imagina
tion are not always the most pernicious in their effects. In 
these high eminent acts of domineering tyranny, their very 
magnitude proves a sort of corrective to their virulence. 
The occasions on which they can be exercised are rare; the 
persons upon whom they can be exercised few; the persons 
who can exercise them, in the nature of things, are not many. 
But these great acts of superior overbearing tyranny are 
privileged crimes. They are the unhappy prerogative-they 
llre the disting!Jished and incommunicable attributes-of 

D .. n~rfr!'m superior wickedness in eminent station. But, my Lords, 
~;hv~~~ when the vices of low, sordid and illiberal, minds infect that 
tiOUB. high situation,-when theft, bribery und peculation, attended 

with fraud, prevarication, falsehood, misrepresentation and 
forgery,-when all these follow in one train-when these 
vices~ which gender and spawn in dirt and are nursed in 
du~hills, come and pollute with their slime that throne 
wh,ich ought to be a seat of dignity and purity-the evil is 
mu~ greater. It may operate daily and hourly. It is not 
only i~itable but improvable; and it will be imitated and 
will be improved, from the highest to the lowest, through all 
the gradations of a corrupt government. 
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1\1y Lords, by the vices of the head, when once a Governor 21APn.1789. 

Geneml receives bribes he gives a signal to universal pillage -
to all the inferior parts of the service. The great bridles 
upon hard-mouthed passion are removed-they are taken 
away-they are broken, Fear and shame, the great guards 
to virtue next to conscience, are gone. Sh~e! how can it 
exist? It will soon blush away its awkward sensibility. 
Shame, my Lords, cannot exist long, when they see that 
crimes which naturally bring disgrace are attended w~th all 
the outward symbols, characteristics and rewards, of honour 
and of virtue. When they see high station, great rank, 
general applause, vast wealth, following the commission of 
peculation and bribery, is it to be believed that they can 
long be ashamed of that which they see to be the l'oad to 
honour? 

As to fear, let a. Governor Genefal once take bribes, there Loss of. 

iii ltD end of all fear in the service. What have they to fear? &~~~~u~~ a 
What 1 Is it the man whose example they follow that is to ~~~e[:~cs 
bring them before It tribunal for their punishment? Can he bhribck,s, to 

, , ? H II h h I c cc cor· open any mqUlry e cannot. - e t at opens a c anne ruption!n 

of inquiry under these circumstances opens a high road to the sCrVIce. 

his own detection. Can he make any laws to prevent it? 
None;' for he can make no laws to restrain that practice, 
without the ureach of his own: laws immediately in his own 
conduct. If we once admit, for a single instant, in a 
Governor General a principle. however defended upon any 
pretence whatever, to l'eceive bribes in consequence pf his 
office, there is an end of all virtue-an end of the laws, and 
no hope left in the supreme justice of the country. We are 
sensible of all these difficulties; we have felt them; and, 
pCl'haps, it has required no small degree of exertion for us to 
get the better of these difficulties which are thrown in our 
way by a Governor General accepting bribes, and thereby 
screening and protecting the whol~ service in such iniquitous 
proceedings, 

'With regard to this matter, we al'e to state to your Lord- Objects oft 

I , , db'" fil d·d", I bI! theptesen sups, m 01' er to rmg It u y an lstmct y elore you, address. 

what the nature of this distemper of bribery is in the Indian 
government. Weare to state what the laws and rules are 
which have beeIJ opposed to prevent it, and the utter insuffi-
ciency of all that have been proposed; to state the grievance; 
the instructions of the Company and Government, the Acts 
of Parliament, the constructions upon the Acts of Parliament. 
Weare to state to your Lordships the pal,ticular situation 
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21APB.1789. of l\f r. II astings. We are to state the trust the Company 
had in him for the prevention of all those evils. And then 
we are to prove that every evil which the law intended to 
prevent, which there were covenants to restrain, with en
couragements to smooth and make easy the path of duty, 
Mr. Hastings was invested with a special, direct and imme
diate, trust to prevent all those gricvances. 'Ve are to 
prove to your Lordships that he is the man who, in his own 

Bribery au 
ancient 
distemper 
in the 
Company's 
"lfairs, 

. person, has collectively done more mischief than all those 
perdons whose evil practices have produced all those laws, 
those regulations, and even his own appointment. 

The first thing that we shall do is to state-and which we 
shall prove in evidence-that this vice of bribery was the 
antient, radical, endemical. and ruinous, distemper of the 
Company's affairs in India, from the time of their establish
ment there. Very often· there are no words and no descrip-
tion that cau adequately convey the state of the thing like 
the very direct evidence itself, because everything else 
might be suspected of exaggeration. You might think what 
was fact, and the direct evidence of filet, to be nothing but 
the colouring of the person that explained it. And there
fore, I think, that it will be much better to give to your 
Lordships here a direct state of the Presidency at the time 
when the Company enacted their covenants, which Mr. 
Hastings took, and when they took such measures to prevent 
those very evils, from those very persont', and in those very 
circumstances in which we charge Mr. Hastings with having 
committed the offences we now bring before you. 

I wish your Lordships to know that this is a consultation 
th~t we are going to read of Lord Clive, who wa.'! sent out 
for the express purpose of reforming the state of the Com
pany, to show the magnitude of the pecuniary corruptions 
that Ilrevailed in it. 

1Ilinute of [" It is from a due sense of the regard we owe and profCl5s to your 
Lord Clive. interCl5ts and to our own honour that we think it indispensably necCl5sary 

to lay open to your ,ojew a series of transactions too notoriously known 
to be suppressed, and too affecting to your interests, to the national 
character, and to the existence of the company in Bengal, to escape un
noticed and uncensured. Transactions which seem to demonstrate that 
every spring of this govemment was smeared with corruption, that prin
ciples of rapacity and oppression universally prevailed, and that e"ery 
spark of sentiment and public spirit was lost and extinguished in the 
unbounded lust of unmerited wealth. To illustrate these positions, we 
must exhibit to 10ur view a most unpleasing variety of complaints, in
quiries, accusatIOns, and "indications, the particulars of which are 
entered in our proceedings and the appendix; assuring you that we 
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undertake this task with peculiar reluctance, from the personal regard 21 APR. 1789. 
1\'e entertain for BOme of the gentlemen whose cha.ra.cters will appear to Minute of 
be deepl, affected. At Fort St. George we received the first advices of Lord Clive
the demIse of Meer Jaflier, and of Shuja Dowla.h's defeat. It was there c<mt. 
firmly imagined that no definite measures would be taken either in 
respect to a peace, or filling the vacancy in the Nizamut before our 
arrh'al, as the Lapwing arrived in the month of January with your 
general letter. and the appointment of a committee, with express powers 
to that purpose, for the successful exertion of which the happiest occasion 
now offered; however, a contrary resolution prevailed in the Council. 
The opportunity" of acquiring immense fortunes was too inviting to be 
neglected, and the temptation too powerful to be resisted. A treaty was 
hastily drawn up by the Board, or rather transcribed, with few unim-
portant additions from that concluded with Meer Jaflier, and a deputa.-
tion consisting of Messrs. Johnstone, senior, ~{jddleton and Leycester, 
appointed to raise the natural son of the deceased Nabob to the subah-
darry, in prejudice of the claim of the grandson; and for this measure 
Buch reasons sre assigned as ought to have dictated a diametrically 
opposite resolution. Meeran's son was a minor, which circumstance alone 
would have naturally brought the whole administration into our hands 
at a juncture when it became indispensably necessary we should realize 
that shadow of power and influence which, having no solid foundation, 
W08 exposed to the danger of being annihilated by the first stroke of 
adverse fortune. But this inconsistence was Dot regarded, DOl' was it 
material to the views for precipitating the treaty which was pressed on 
tbe young Nabob at the first interview in so earnest and indelicate a 
manner as highly disgusted him, and chagrined his ministers, while not 
a singlc' rupee was stipulated for the Company, whose interests wel'e 
sacrificed that their servants might revel in the spoils. of a treasury before 
impO\'erished but now totally exhausted. This scene of corruption was 
first disclosed at a visit the Nabob paid to Lord. Clive and the gentlemen 
of the committee a few days after our arrival. He there delivered to his 
Lordship a letter filled with bitter complaints of the insults and indig-
nities he had been exposed to, and the embezzlement of near twenty lacs 
of rupees issued from his treasury for purposes unknown during the late 
negotiations. So public a complaint· could not be disregarded, ond it 
800n produced an inquiry. 'We referred the letter to the Board, in ex-
pectation of obtaining a satisfactory account of the application of this 
money, and were answered only by a warm remonstrance entered by 
Mr. Leycester against that very Nabob in whose elevation he boasts of 
having been a prillcipal agent. Mahomet Reza Cawn, the Naib Subahdar, 
was then called upon to account for this large disbursement from the 
treasury, and he BOOU delivered to the committee the veryextraordinarynar-
ruth'e entered in our proceedings of the 6th of June, wherein he specifies 
the several names and sums, hy whom paid and to whom, whether in 
cash, bills or obligations. So precise, so accurate, an account as this of 
money for secret and venal services was never, we believe, before this 
period exhibited to the honourable Court of Directors, at least, never 
vouched by such undeniable testimony and authentic documents, as by 
Juggut Seet, who himself W08 obliged to contribute largely to the sums 
demanded; by Moolyram, who was employed by Mr. Johnstone ill all 
those pecuniary transactions; by the Nabob and Mahomet Reza Cawn, 
who were the heaviest sufferers; and, lastly, by the confession of the 
gentlemen themselves, whose names are specified in the distribution list. 
Juggut Seet expreasly declared in bis narrative that the sum which he 
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21 APR. 1189. agreed to pay the deputation, amounting to 125,000 rupees, was e.s:torted 
Minnte of by menaces, and since the close of our inquiry', and the opinions we 
Lord Clive- delivered in·the proceedings of the 21st June, it fully appears that the 
ront. presents from the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the 

immense llUm of 17 lacs, were not the voluntary' offerings of gratitude, 
but contributions levied on the weakness of the government, and 
violently exacted from the dependant state and timid disposition of the 
minister. Tbe charge, indeed, is denied on the one band as well as 
affirmed on the other. Your honourable Board must therefore determine 
how far the circumstance of extortion may aggravate the crime of dis
obedience to your positive orders, the exposing the government, in a 
manner, to sale, arid receiving the infamous wages of corruption from 
opposite parties and contending interests. We speak with bolilness 
because we speak from conviction founded upon indubitaUle facts, that 
besides the above sums specified in the distribution account to the 
amount of 228,125 pounds sterling, there was, likewise, to the value of 
several lacs of rupees procured from Nundcomar and Roydullub, each of 
whom aspired at and obtained a promise of that very' employment it was 
predetermined to bestow upon Mahomed Reza Cawn."] '" 

This paper cannot be disputed to be a paper of weight and 
authenticity, becallse it is signeJ by a gentleman now in this 
House, who sits on one side of the gentleman now at your 
Dar, as his bail.t This grievance, therefore, so authenticated, 
eo great, and described in so many circumstances, I think it 
will be sufficient for me in this part of the business to EhOlv, 
was, when Mr. Hastings was sent to India, a prevalent evil. 

~c~~.t"kcu My Lords, it is necessary that I should show to you some
C~mp~ny to thing more, because, prima /1'onte, this is some exculpation 
remove the f M II' L!'f h I tak' 1 abuse. 0 r. astmgs; lOr 1 e was on y a par er 1D a genera 

misconduct,-if it was rather vitium loci et vitium tempor'is 
than vitium lwminis,-there might be something said in his 
exculpation. Dut I am next to show your Lordships the 
mcans they took for removing this grievance, and then to 
show that Mr. Hastings' peculiar trust,-the great specific 
ground of his appointment-was It confidence that he would 
eradicate this very evil, of which we are going to prove that 
he has been one of the principal promoters. And I wish 
your Lordships to advert to the pal·ticular circumstances of 
two persons who were bidders at this time, and at this 
auction of government, for the continuance of the favours of 
the Presidency at Calcutta, namely, Mohammed Reza Khan 
and Raja N undcomar. I wish your Lordships to recollect 
this by and by, when we shall brin~ before you the vcry 

• Supplied from the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 954. 
t Mr. Hastings' sureties were Mr. Sulivan and Mr. Sumner. The Intter 

gentleman signed the Minute quoted above, in his capacity of Member of the 
Council of Bengal. 
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same two persons, in a great measure in the very same trans- 21 APlI.17S9. 

action, in circumstances exactly similar, or very nearly so, -. 
in the case of Mr. Hastings. 

My Lords, our next step in proof t~ your Lordships will ~~~~rhl~rng 
be to show you that the Company, III 1768, had made a taking

t covenant 'expressly forbidding the taking of presents of above presen s. 

400/. value in each preseilC to the Governor General. T 
take it for granted that will not be tnuch litigated. They 
renewed and enforced that, with other covenants and other 
instructions; and, at last, came ail Act of Parliament, in the ~c\<!f t 

clearest-the most definite- the most specific words that all a::i~~ren 
the wisdom of the Legislature, intent upon the eradication presents. 
of this evil, could use, to prevent the receiving of presents. 

My Lords, I think it is necessary to state that there has Plea in 
been some little difficulty concerning this word p7·esents. ~;~~~~r: 
Bribery and extortion have been c?vere~l by the name of~~:o~~f 
presents, and the authority and practICe of the East has been the Eaat. 
adduced as II. palliation of'the crime. My Lords, no author-
ity of the East will be a palliation of the breach of laws 
enacted in the West; and to those laws of the West, and 
not the vicious customs of the East, we insist upon making 
Mr. Ihstinga liable. But do not your Lordships see that 
this is a perfect mistake-that there never was any custom 
of the East fOf it? I do not mean the vicious practices and 
customs which it is the business of good laws and good 
customs to eradicate. 

There are three species of presents known in the East; two Thr~e 
species of the payments of money known to be legal, and the ;fr:~~~t~.f 
other is perfectly illegal and has a name exactly expressing 
it, in the manner ours has. It is necessary that your Lord-
ships should see that Mr. Hastings has made llse of a per .. 
version of the names of authorised· gifts to cover the most 
abominablE! and prostituted bribery. The first of these PJshcush. 

presents is known in the country by the name of peshcush. 
This peshcush is 11 fine paid upon the grant o~ lands to the 
sovereign, or whoever grants them. The second is the Nazr. 
nazr or nazra-na, which is a tribute of acknowledgment 
from an inferior to a superior; The last is called rishwat Rishwat. 
in the Persian language; that is to say, a bribe-a sum of 
money clandestinely and corruptly taken-and is as much 
distinguished from the other as, in the English language, a 
fine or acknowledgment is distinguished from a bribe. 

To show your Lordships this, we shall give in evidence 
that, whenever that peshcush or fine is paid, it is Il sum of 
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21 A~7S9, money publicly paid, and paid in proportion to the grant. 
The SUIll is entered upon the very grant itself. We shall 
prove the nazr is in the same manner entered, and that all 
legal fees a1'e indorsed upon the body of the grant for which 
they are taken; and that they are, no more in the East than 
in the \Vest, any kind of colour or pretence for corrupt acts, 
which are known by the circumstance of their being clan
destinely taken, acknowledged and confessed to be illegal 
and corrupt. 

Having stated that Mr. Hastings, in some of the evidence 
that we shall produce, endeavours to confound these three 
things, I aIll only to remark that, the first being the pesh

Natllre of cush and the second the nazr, this nazr is generally a very 
tho lIazr, small sum of money; that it sometimes amounts to one gold 

muhar; that sometimes it is less, and that in all the records 
of the Company I have never known it to exceed one gold 
muhar, or about thirty-five shillings-passing by the fifty 
gold muhars which were given to Mr. Hastings by Cheyt 
Sing, and a hundred gold muhars which were given to tIle 
Mogul as a nazr by Mohammed Ali, Nawab of Arcot. 
They are small sums as ac1mowledgments of homage and 
superiority, and the other fines are paid for grants. They are 
both known proceedings of the last degree of publicity; 
and, if given as consideration for a grant, they are indorsed 
upon the very body of the grant. 

The Company, seeing that this nazr, though small in each 
sum, might amount at last to a large tax upon the country

~;ot71~ition and it did so in fact-thought proper to prohibit any sum 
COIllJl:;!lyof of money to be taken, upon any pretext whatever. And 
~~~~:,.":~~ the Company, in the year· 1775, did expressly explode the 
of all kmd... hid . f h h d d I woe octrIne 0 pes cns an nazr, an every ot ler 

private lucrative emolument, under whatever name, to be 
taken by the Governor General; and did expressly send out 
an order that thnt was the construction of the Act, and thnt 
he was not even to take a nazr. Thus we shall show that 
that Act had totally cut np the whole system of bribery and 
corruption, and that l\Ir. Hastings had no sort of colour 
whatever for taking thc money which we shall prove he bas 
taken. I know that positive prohibitions-that Acts of 
Parliament-that covenants-are things of very little validity 
indeed, as .long as all the means of corruption are left in 
power, and all the temptations to corrupt profit are left in 

f!::::~?' or povber~Yll. I sdho~fldhrealhlYdthink ~hl\t thehComp~ny deserve 
pointmcnts to e 1 serve, 1 t ey a not glven sue appomtments to 
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great trusts as might secure those trusts from the temptation 21 APR. 1789. 

of unlawful emolument, by the great security that ia pro- for hidl 

vided in all cases-to give' a lawful gratification to the natural trllst.: 

passions of men. Matrimony is to be used as a true remedy 
against luxury and a vicious course of profligate manners. 
Fuir and lawful emoluments and just profits of office are 
opposed to the unlawful means which may be made use 
of to supply them. For, in truth, I am ready to agree that, 
for any man to expect a series of sacrifices without a return 
in blessing-to expect labours without a prospect of reward, 
and fatigues without any means of securing rest-is an 
unreasonable demand in any human creature from another. 
Those who trust that they shall find in men uncommon and 
l1eroic virtues are themselves the very persons who are 
endeavouring to find nothing that shall be paid to them, but 
the common returns of the worst parts of human infirmity. 
And, therefore, I shall show your Lordships that the Company A:lI!ple pro
l"d 'd I I b d fi ,VISIOn mado UJ prov! e a arge, amp e, a un ant means or supportmg fot· the 

the Governor General; that Lord Clive did, in the year g~~:~~l.r 
1765, and the Council with him, of which Mr. SumnCl', I 
am glad and proud to say, was one, fix such an allowance as 
they thought a sufficient security to the Governor General 
against the temptations attendant upon his situation. And, 
therefore, after they had fixed this sum, they say that,-

"Although by these means the Governor will not be able to amass a 
million or half a million in the space of two or· three years, yet he will 
acquire a very handsome independency, and be in that very situation 
which a man of honour and true zeal for the service would wish to 
possess, Thus situated, he may defy all opposition in Council; he will 
have nothing to ask, nothing to propose, but what he wishes for the 
ad"antage of his employers. [He may defy the law, because there can be 
no foundation for a bill of discovery; and he may defy the obloquy of 
the world, because there can be nothing censurable in his conduct. In 
short, if stability can be insured to such a government as this, where 
riches have been acquired in abundance in a small space of time, by all 
ways and means, and by men with or without capacities, it must be 
cffected by a Governor thus restricted."] * 
-that is, a. Governor restricted from every emolument but 
that of his salary. I must remark that this salary and these 
emoluments were not settled upon the vague speculations of :f~:e ~1~~'X
men taking the measure of their necessities for India from the gY theol 
manners of England, but it was fixed by the Council themselves OUlIel. 

-fixed in India-fixed by those who knew and were in the 

• Printed in the" Minntea or the Evidence," &c., Po 957, 
VOL. II. B 
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21 bR,1780. situation of the Governor General, and who knew what was 
- necessary to support his dignity and to preserve him from 

the temptation of corruption. And they have laid open to 
you such a body of advantages arising from it as would 
lead any man, who had any regard to his honour or con
science, to think himself happy in having such a provision 
made for him, and at the same time every temptation to act 
otherwise removed far from him. 

Amo1unt of The emoluments of the office may be computed at near 
cmo Ilments •• 
of the office, 80,0001. a year, when Mr. Hastmgs was Presldent-22,OOOI. 

in certain money, and the rest in considerable advantages 
afterwards. They at that time, though reduceu from the 
original plan which Lord Clive had proposed, were still so 
great that I cannot compute them at a great deal less than 
30,OOOL a year. 'Whatever it was, J have shown that it 
was thought sufficient by those who were the best judges, 
and who, in carving for others, were carving themselves their 
own allowance at the time. But, my Lords, I am to give a 
better opinion of the sufficiency of that provision' to guard 
against the temptation, out of Mr. Hastings' own mouth. 
He says, in his letter to the Court of Directors,-

Minute of " Although I disclaim the consideration of my own interest in these 
!dr, Hast- speculatiens rand flatter myself that I proceed upon more liberal 
~~~t'i~g the grounds, yet 1 am proud to avow the feelings of an bonest ambition 
.uHioiency tbat stimulates me to aspire at the possession of my present station for 
~fJ~~~~nco. year,s to c?me. Tho,se w,ho know my natural tum of mi~d will not 

I18crlbe tIns to sordid Vlews. A very few Ye&l's' possessIOn of tbe 
government would undoubtedly enable me to retire with a fortune 
amply fitted to· the mell8ure of my desires, were I to consult only my 
ease: but in my present situation I feel my mind expand to something 
greater;] I have catched the desire of applause in public life."* 

Here Mr. Hastings confesses that the emoluments affixed to 
his office were not only sufficient for the purposes anu ends of 
[an office of that] nature, and the lsupport] of present dignity, 
but that they were sufficient to secure him in It very few years 
a comfortable retreat. But his object in wishing to hold his 

Failure of office long was to "catch applause in public life." What an 
[';~~~':;";;. unfortunate man is he who has so often told us, in so many 
f,~:\~~~hSh- places and through so many mouths, thnt, after fourteen years' 
fortune. possession of an office which was to make to him a comfortable 

... Extract from letter of lIfr. Hastings to the Court of Directors, dated 
i lth November 1773. This letter was not allowed by the Court to be pro
duced in evidence by the Managers, as they were not in possession of the 
Ol'iginal. It is, however, printed at length in the Fifth Report from the 
Committee of Secres)" Appendix, No. G. 
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fortune in a few years, he is at length bankrupt in fortune; 21 Ml!.1789; 

and, for his applause in public life, is now at your Lordships' -
bar, and his accuser is his country! This, my Lords, is to· 
be unfortunate: but there are some misfortunes that never 
do or never can arrive but through crimes. He was a His depar

deserter from the path of honour. At the turning of the ~e.:':ot 
• two ways, he made a glorious choice. He caught at the honour. 

applause of ambition, which as I am ready to consent 
is not virtue, yet surely a generous ambition for applause 
for public services in life is one of the best counterfeits of 
virtue, and supplies its place in some degree, and adds a 
lustre to real virtue where it exists as a substratum. Human 
nature, while it is made as it is, never can wholly repudiate 
it for its imperfection, because there is something yet more 
perfect. But what shall we say to the deserter of that 
cause, who, having glory and honour before him, has chosen 
to plunge himself and go the downward road to sordid 
riches? 

:My Lords, I have shown the grievances that existed. I 
have shown the means that existed to put Mr. Hastings 
beyond a temptation to those practices of which we accuse 
him :~if he will not follow his example in the House of 
Commons and disavow this, as he has done his Defence 
before them, and say he never wrote it. That situation 
which was to afford him a comfortable fortune in a few 
years he has held for many years, and, therefore, he has not 
one excuse to make for himself. But I shall show your 
Lordships much greater and stronger proofs, that will lean 
heavy upon him in the day of your sentence. The first, the 
peculiar, trust that was put in him was~ to redress all those 
grievances. 

My Lords, I have stated to you the condition of India Growthtiot 
• 1"'6"' -v- h h ha corrup on m ,a. ~ ou may suppose t at t e means t t were in ti!e 

taken-the regulations that were made by the Company- sel"VlCt? 

at that period of time, had operated their effect, and that, by 
the beginning of the year 1772, when Mr. Hastings came first 
to his government, at that time these evils did not require per-
haps so rigorous an example or so much diligence in putting 
an end to them. But, my Lords, I have to show you a very 
melancholy truth-that, notwithstanding all these meaus, 
the Company was of opinion that all these disorders had ~~ons 
increased; and, accordingly, they say, without entering into givenHto 

all th •• f this 1 h' h Mr. ast-e gnevous CIrCumstanceS 0 . etter, w IC was ings to cor-

written on the 7th April, 1773,- red abuses. 
B2 
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21 Arn.na9. " We wish we could refute the observation-that almost e"ery attempt 
made by us and our administration at your Presidency for reforming 

Trust_ 

r.osed in 
lim bylhe 

Company. 

• abuses has rather increased them, and added to the miseries of a 
country we are anxious to protect and cherish." 

They say that-
" When oppression pervades the whole country, w hen youths have been 

sufl'ered with impunity to exercise sovereign jurisdiction over the natives, 
[and to acquire rapid fortunes by monopolizing of commerce, it cannot • 
be. a wonder to us or yourselves that Dadney merchants do not come 
forward to contract with the Company, that the manufactures find their 
way tru'ough foreign channels, or that our investments are at once 
enormously dear and of a debased quality. It is evident, then, that the 
evils which have been so destructive to us lie too deep for any partial 
plans to reach or correct; it is, therefore, our resolution to aim at the 
root of those evils, and we are happy in having reason to believe that in 
every just and necessary regulation we shall meet with the approbation 
and support of the legislature, who consider the public as materially 
interested in the Company's prosperity."]* . 

This is to show your Lordships that 1\Ir. Hastings. was 
armed \vith great powel'S to correct great abuses, a~d that 
there was reposed in him a special trust for that purpose. 
Alld now I shall sh:>w, by tlle 25th paragraph of the same 
letter, that it wa~ from some particular hope they had in 
)1 r. Hal:ltings that they intrusted him with this "ery great 
power, not only of abstaining himself, which is a thing taken 
fOl' granted, but of restraining abuses through every part of 
thc service. And therefore they say that,-

"In order to effectuate this great end, the first step must be to 
restore perfect obedience [and due subordination to your administration. 
Our Governor and Council must reassume and exercise their delegated 
powers upon every just occasion, punish delinquents, cherish the meri
torious, discountenance tbat luxUl'Y and dissipation which to the reproach 
of Government prevailed in Bengal. Our President, Mr. Hastings, we 
trust, will set the example of temperance, economy and application, Bnd 
upon this we are sensible much will depend. And here we take occasion 
to indulge the pleasure we have in acknowledging My. Hastings' services 
upon the coast of Coromandel, in constructing with equal labour and 
ability the plan which has so much improved Ollr im-estments there; 
and, as we are pel'suaded he will persevere in the same laudable pursuit 
through every branch of our affairs in Bengal, he in return may depend] 
on the steady support and favour of his employers." 

Here are, not only laws to restrain abuse-here are, 
not only salaries to prevent the temptation to it,-but 
here are praises to animate and encourage. Here is what 
very few men, even bad in other respects, have resisted. 
Here is a. great trust put in him, to call upon him with 
particular vigour and exertion to prevent all abuses through 

• Printed in the II Minutes oftbe Evidence," &c., p. 966. 
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the settlement, and particularly these abuses of corruption. 21 A~781'. 
Much trust is put in his frugality-his order-his managc. 
ment of his private affairs; and from them they hope that 
he would not ruin his own fortune but improve it by 
honourable means, lind teach the Company's servants the 
same order and management, in order to free them, from 
temptation to rapacity in their own particular situations. 

, There have been kno,vn to be men, otherwise corrupt and 
vicious, who, when great trust was put in them, have called 
forth principles of honour latent in their minds; and men 
who 'were nursed in a manner in corruption have been, not 
only great reformers by institution, but greater reformers 
by the example of their own conduct. Here then is Mr. 
Hastings. Great trust is . reposed in him. Then I am to 
show that, soon after his coming to that government, there 
were means given him instantly of realising those hopes and 
expectations, by putting into his hands several arduous and 
several difficult commissions. 

My Lords, in the year 1772, the Company had recei "ed Disorders ill 

alarming advices of many disorders throughout the country. r~~l~~~ 
There were likewise, nt the same time, circumstances in 1772. 

the state of the government upon which they thought it 
necessary to make new regulations. _ The famine at Bengal 
had produced a -great many complaints-some true, some 
exaggerated, but universally spread, as I believe is in the 
memory of those who are not very young among us-of the 
famine that prevailed and wasted Bengal, and of the ill use 
that was made of that circumstance to aggravate the dis-
tress for the advantage of individuals. This obliged the 
Company to a very serious consideration of an affair which 
dishonoured and disgraced their government, not only at 
home but through all the countries in Europe, much more 
than perhaps. even more grievol1s and real oppressions that 
were exercised under them. It had been marked, and had 
alarmed .their feelings and called the attention of the public 
upon ~hem in an eminent manner. Your Lordships re- MillOrityot 

member the death of J affier Ali Khan, the first of those t~BNa~tb 
subahdars who introduced the English power into Bengal. 0 eng 

He died about four or five years before this period. He was 
succeeded by two of his sons, who succeeded to one another 
in a very rapid succession. The first was the person whom 
we have read an account to you of. He was the natural 
son of the Nawab by a person called Munny Begum, who, 
for those C01Tupt gifts, the circumstances of which we ha,'~ 



22 Opening of the Sirtl, Oharge-Presents: 

21 ApJl.1789.recited, had, in prejudice of the lawful issue of the Nawab, 
- been raised to the musnud. But, as "bastard slips," it is said 

in King Richard (an abuse of a. Scripture phrase), "do not 
take deep root-," this bast.ard slip, Nujem-ud-Dowla, shortly 
died, and the legitimate son Seyf-ud-Dowla succeeded him. 
After him, another legitimate son, Mobaric-ud-Dowla, suc
ceeded, in a minority. When I say succeeded, I wish your 
Lordships to understand that there is no regular succession 
in the office of Bubahdar or viceroy of the kingdom; but, in 
general, succession has been considered, and that person has 
been put in that place upon some principles resembling a 
regular succession. That regular succession had been broken 
in favour of a natural son, and the mother of that natural 
Bon did obtain the superiority in the female part of the 
family for a time. 

In consequence' of these two circumst.'tnces-namely, 
the famine and the abuses that were supposed to arise 
from it, and the minority of Mobaric-ud-Dowla, who 
now reigns, or appears to reign-in consequence of these 
two circumstances, the Company gave two sets of orders. 

Depositiont The first 'vas, that, as Mohammed Reza Khan, who was 
andn.rrcs L dhi b I k' h h' . by the Com- -as your or s ps l'emem er, too 1D t e egmmng 
~~I;a~med of this aff.'lir means of explaining-Lord Deputy of the 
~~~l~han, province under the native government; the English holding 
Stew" .. lof the diwanni, he was Deputy Diwan, or High Steward, 
Bongal. under the name of the English, and had the command of 

. the whole revenue; as he was accused before the Com
pany-the channel of which accusation we now learn-that 
he had aggravated that famine by a monopoly for his 
own benefit, the Company, upon these loose and general 
charges, ordered that he should be divested of his offiee; 
that he should be brought down to Calcutta, and, there, 
be obliged to render an account of his conduct. 

Office. held 
by 1Iloho.m· 
medllAlza 
Kha.n. 

The next regulation they made was concerning the 
effective government of the country, which was become 
vacant by the removal of Mohammed Reza Khan. The 
offices which he held were in effect these. He was gum'dian 
to the Nawab, by the appointment of the Company; he had 
the care and management of his family; he had the carc of 
the public justice; and he represented that shadow of 
government to foreign nations which it was the policy of 

.. Wisdom, iv. 8 :-The text chosen by Dr. Shaw, in pl'eaching to the 
citizens of London, in Richard's favonr. 
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the Company at that time to keep up. This was the person 21 Al'I1. 17811. 

whom Mr. Hastings removed. In consequence of which -
removal all these offices were to be supplied-of guardian 
of the Nawab's person and manager of his family; of chief 
magistrate, and representative of the fallen dignity of the 
native government to the foreign nations which traded to 
Bengal. 

There were to these added an instruction of a very Ord
C 

erbythe 

kabl h• h bird h • omp.'\oy remar e nature, w IC was a t trust t at was gIven for rcduc-
1IU II· h d· h N b' . . h tiODoftho to .Il. astings-t at, urlDg t e awa s mIDonty, e Nawab's 

should reduce the allowance, which was thirty-two lacs, to allowance. 

sixteen; and that, to prevent the abuse of this restricted 
8um, and to prevent it being directed by the minister's 
authority to other purposes than that for which the Company 
allowed it-as his own-ofthese sixteen lacs an account was to 
be regularly kept, as a. check upon the person so appointed, 
and was to be transmitted to Calcutta and sent to England. 

Nowwe are to show your Lordships what Mr. Hastings' COD;ruity 

conduct was upon all these occasions. And, for this, we S~l~~~ f:tc 
mean to produce you testimony recorded in the Company's P~~fl~~ 
books, and authentic documents taken from the public k~o~n ~ha-

ffi f h A h . I d d' ractcrof o celt- 0 t at country. t t e same time, 0 a mit ~r. H""t-

that there never was a positive testimony that did not Illgs. 

stand something in need of the support of presumption. For, 
as we know that witnesses may be perjured, and as we 
know that documents can be forged, we have recourse to a 
known principle in the Jaws of all countries-that circum
stances cannot lie; and, therefore, -if the testimony that is 
given was ever so clear and positive, yet, if it is contrary to 
the circumstances of the country-if it is ~ontrary to the 
circumstances of the facts to which it alludes-if the deposi-
tion is totally adverse and alien to the characters of the 
persons-then I will say that, though the testimonies should 
be many, though they should be consistent, and though 
they should be clear, yet they will still leave some degree 
of hesitation and doubt upon every mind -timorous in the 
execution of justice, as every mind ought to be. If, for 
instance, ten witnesses were to swear that the Chief Justice 
of England -that the Lord High Chancellor, or the Arch-
bitihop of Canterbury-was seen in the robes of his function 
at noonday robbing upon the highway, it is not the clearness 
-the weight-the authority-of testimonies that could make 
me believe it. I should attribute it to any cause-either 
corruption, mistake, error or madness--rather than believe 
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21 Apn.1789. that fact. Why? Because it is totally alien to the chat'actcr 
of the per:3on, the situation, the circumstances, and to all the 
rules of probability. But if, on the contrary, the crime 
charged has a perfect relation with the person, his known 
conduct, his known habits, with the situation and circum
stances of the place that he is in, and with the very corrupt 
inherent nature of the act that he does, then much less proof 
than-thank Godl-we are able to prod&ce, will serve; and, 
according to the nature and strength of the presumptions 
arising from the inherent nature of a vicious principle and 
vicious motives in the act, they may either strengthen the 
weakest evidence, or, ifit comes to a sufficient height, turn the 
whole burthen of proof upon the party accused. So we shall 
think ourselves bound to show your Lordships, in every step 
of this proceeding, that there is an inherent presuUlption of 
corruption in every act. 'Ve shall show the presumptions 
which preceded-we shall show the presumptions which ac
companied-the proof, and that subsequent presumptions all 

Fulllo,s of 'through make it impossible to disbelieve it. I shall show that 
proof of the h b d f f . h crimes SUC a 0 y 0 proo was never gIven upon any suc occa-
alleged. sion; and it is such pl'Oof as will preva,il against the whole 

voice of corruption-that amazing, active, diligent, spreading 
voice, which has been Ulade, by buzzing in every part of this 
country, sometimes to sound like the ·public voice. It will 
put it to silence, by showing that yom' Lordships have 
proceeded upon the strongest evidence, active and passive. 

AIllC\ity of First, Mr. Hastings received a positive order to seize upon 
~~ ~~~~~c- Mohammed Reza Khan. That order he executed with a 
Ol~i~gf~~O military promptitude of obedience, which will show your 
~~oe"rrest of Lordships what services he is put upon that are cOllO'enial 
:l\1ohammed h' . d d h' h fi d' h' I ., d Rom Khan. to IS own mm , an w lC U In 1m a ways a rea y 

acquiescence, a faithful agent, and a spirited instrument in 
their execution. The very day after he received the order, 
he sent up privately, without communicating with Ilis 
Council, from whom he was not ordered to keep this 
proceeding a secret-he sent up and found that great and 
respectable man and respectable Ulagistrate, who was in all 
those high offices which I have stated-and, if I was to 
compare them to circumstances and situations in this country, 
I should say he had united in himself the character of First 
Lord of the Treasury, the character of Chief Justice, the 
character of Lord High Chancellor, and the character of 
Archbishop of Canterbury-who was a man of great gravity, 
.dignity and authority, and advanced in years. He had once 
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IOO,OOOl. a year for the support of his dignity, and had at 21ApB.17S9. 

that time 50,OOOe. This man, sitting in his garden, reposing -
himself after the toils of his situation-for he was one of 
the most laborious men in the world-was suddenly arrested, 
and, without a moment's respite, dragged down to Calcutta, 
and there by Mr. Hastings-exceeding the orders of the Com
paoy-con6ned near two years under a guard of soldiers. 
lIe kept this great man for several months without even Ikt"lItionof 

. . 1 h· H h . d h· - Cl 1Ilohamm!'d attemptmg a toa upon 1m. ow e trIe lID cuterwards, ~1.a Khan 

d h h '11· d fi h· f wlthont an w et er you WI not JU ge rom t e circumstances 0 trial. 

that trial that, as he was not tried for his crime, so neither 
was he acquitted for his innocence, your I ... ordships may 
probably in the course of this business inquire; but, at 
ptesent, I leave him in that situation. Mr. Hastings, 
unknown to his Council, having exceeded the orders of 
the Company in the last degree of rigour to tbis unhappy 
man, keeps him in that situation without a trial, under a 
guard, separated from his country, disgraced and dis
honoured, amI by Mr. Hastings' express order not suffered 
either to make a visit or receive a visitor. 

There was another commission for Mr. Hastings contained DisPtla("rr
l
- . 

. h rd The b th .. m~IlOIlS m t ese 0 era. e ompany, ecause ey were of opmIOn adherents. 

that justice could not be easily obtained while the :6rst 
situations of the country were filled with this man's 
adherents, desired Mr. Hastings to displace them; but 
they left him a large power, confiding in his justice, pru-
dence and impart.iality, by no means to abuse a trust (If 
such delicacy. But we shall prove to your L~rd!.'hips that 
Mr. Hastings thought it neces!'ary to tum out, from the 
highest to the lowest, several hundreds of people, for no 
other reason than that they had "Leen put in theit· employ-
ments by that very man whom the English Government had 
pL'lced there. 

'Ve might insist that we could not possibly try 
Mr. Hastings or come at his wickedneEs, until we had 
eradicated his influence in Bengal and left not one man in it 
who was in any place ot" office whatever; we are ready to 
admit we could not do the whole without it; but, at the 
same time, rather than make a general massacre of every 
person presumed to be guilty, we should rather leave some 
of his crimes unproved. He did avow and declare that, 
unless he turned all these persons out of their offices, he 
could never hope to come at the truth of any clIarges again:;t 
Mohammed Rem Khan, against whom no Fpeci:6e charge 
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21 ~17S9. had been made. Yet, upon these loose and general chargeS 
did he seize upon this wan, confine him in this manner, and 
every person who derived any place or authority from him, 
high or low, was turned out, because otherwise he could 
not inquire into his conduct I 

Re"sons 
assigned by 
Mr.HI\St
ings for 
romoving 
them. 

Mr. Hastings had in the Company's orders something to 
justify him in rigour, but he had likewise a prudential power 
over that rigour; and he not only treated this man in the 
manner described, but every human creature, as if they had 
been all guilty, without any charge whatever against them. 
These are his reasons for taking this extraordinary step,-

[<C I pretend not to enter into the views of others. My own were 
these. Mahomet Reza Khan's. influence still prevailed genera.lly 
throughout the country.. In the Nabob's household and at the 
capital it was scarce affected by his present disgrace. His favour was 
still courted and his anger dreaded. 'Vho under such discouragements 
would give information or evidence against him? His agents and 
creatures filled every office of the nizamut and dewannee. How was the 
truth of his conduct to be investigated by these? It would be super
fluous to add other arguments to show the necessity of prefacing the 
inquiry b.f breaking his influence, removing his dependants, and putting 
the directIOn of all the affairs which had been committed to his care into 
the hands of the most powerful or active of his enemies."]'" 

Good God I my L~rds, if we were to desire, in the Hou~e 
of Commons, and to compel the East India. Company, or to 
address the Crown, to remove, according to their several 
situations and several capacities; every creature that had been 
put into office by Mr, Hastings, or that we could make no 
inquiry into his conduct, should we not be justified by his 
own example [in assertion] of the absolute necessity of 
removing every creature of the reigning power before we 
could inquire into his conduct? We have not done that, 
though we feel, as he has felt, gl'eat disadvantages in pro
ceeding in the inquiry, while every situation in Bengal is 
notoriously held by his creatures; always excepting the first 
of all, but which we could show is nothing in such a 
condition. 

Motivcs of Then what do I infer from this, that, in obedience to the 
~~-¥n"tr,. orders of the Company, carried so much beyond the necessity 
treatmcnt of -the orders prosecuted with so much riO'our, and the inquiry 
l\Iohammcd • l:) • 

Re ... Khan. suspended for so long a tIme-every person tn office was 
removed from Ilis situation? When all these circumstances 

... Extract from letter of the Governor General to the Directors, 1st Sep
tember, 1772. Printed in the Appendix to the" Minutes of the Evideuce,'; 
p.2103. 
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were used as prefatory to the inquiry, let us judge of what 21APn.1789. 

nature and circuDl8tances that inquiry was; when he himself 
says that, after he had used aU these means; he found not 
the least benefit and advantage from them. The nse I make 
of this is, to let your Lordships see the great probability that 
Mr. Hastings, finding himself in the very self-same situation 
of selling N undcomar to Mohammed Reza Khan and Mo-
hammed Rcza Khan to Nnndcomar, made a corrupt nse of 
it, and that, as Mohammed Reza. Khan was not treated with 
~verity f~r his crimes, :so neither was he acquitted for his 
Innocence. 

We are to show your Lordships what Mr. Hastings' own 
manner of proceeding with regard to a public delinquent is; 
but at present we leave Mohammed Reza· Khan where he 
was. The Company had given him severe orders, and very 
severely had he executed them. The Company gave him 
no orders not to institute a present inquiry; but he, under 
pretence of business, neglected that inquiry, and suffered 
this man to languish in prison, to the utter ruin of his 
fortune. 

Do your Lordships think that there was no presumption cOllccarl·
h

. 
f M II . h' . . hi b' d ment 0 " o r. astmgs avmg n. corrupt VIeW 10 t s usmess, an I!roceedings 

. thi h d I h d fi'om the puttmg s great man w 0 was suppose wea t y un er Couucil. 

contributions ? Mr~ Hastings never trusted his colleagues 
with it. What reason did he give for that 1 Why he sup-
posed that they mnst be bribed by Mohammed Reza Khan . 
.. For," says he, "as I did not know their characters at that 
time, I did not know whether Mohammed Reza Khan had 
not secured them to his interest by the known ways in 
which great men in the East secure to their interest." He 
never trusted his colleagues with the secret; and the person 
that he employed to prosecute Mohammed Reza Khan was ~:"~~FIOY' 
his bitter enemy. Nundcomar. I will not go the length of t'ha~b~ 
saying that the circumstance of enmity disables a person en:!y. an s 
J.' b . U d . . Nundcomar. nom emg a prosecutor. n er some Circumstances It ren- in the pro-

dcrs a man incompetent from being a witness. But this I secution. 

know thnt, having no other person to rely upon, in a charge 
of one man against another man, but his enemy, and having 
no other principle to go upon than what is supposed to be 
derived out of that enmity, forms some considerable suspicion 
ngainst that proceeding. But in this he was justified by the 
Company, for 'Nundcomar, the great rival of Mohammed 
Reza Khan, was in the worst situation with the Company 
with regard to his credit. 
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21 APR, 1789. This N undcomar's politics in the country had Lcen by 
Unf;;".. Mr. Hastings himself, amI by sevcl"al persons joined with 
~~l~y~nion him, cruelly represented to the Company, and, accordingly, 
~r. Hrt. he stQod so ill with them, by reason of Mr. Hastings' repre
N'r..(r~ sentatiolls and those of his predecessors, that the Company 
~:'~~er. ordered and directed Mr. Hastings, if he would be of any 

use in the discovery, to give him. some reward suitable 
to his services; and they caution him at the same time 
against giving him any trust which he might employ to tlle 
disadvantage of the Company. Now Mr. Hastings began, 
before he could experience any service from him, by giving 
him his reward: and not the base reward of a base service 

nC~VI\ncClS -,-money, but every trust and power which he was pro· 
all lu. ad· hi!.' d f .. h' H' d f herollts. Ulte rom glvmg 1m. avmg turne out everyone 0 

Mohammed Reza Khan's dependants, he filled every office, 
as he avows, with the creatures of Nundcomar. Now, when 
he uses a cruel and rigorous obedience in the case of 
Mohammed Reza. Khan-when he breaks his principles 
with regard to Nundcomar-when he gives him trust whom 
he was cautioned not to trust, and when he gives him that 
rcward before any service could be done ..... l say, when he 
does that, in violation of the Company's orders and his own 
principles, it is the strongest evidence tha.t he found them 
in the situation in wllich they wel'e in 1765, when bribes 
wel,'e taken; that each party was mutually sold to each 
other, and faith kept with neither. This was the situation 
which Mr. Hastings should have dreaded of all things; be
cause he knew he was in that situation in which the most 
outrageous corruption had been dealt in before. 

Then there is one circumstance which serves to SllOW that, 
in the persecution of these great Ulen and the persons em· 
ployed by them, lie could have no other \)iew than. to extort 
money from them. There was a person of the Dame of 

Arl'est of Shitab Roy, who had a great share in the conduct of the 
Shitab Roy. 

revenues. Mr. Hastings, in the letter to the Company 
complaining of the state of their affairs, saying that there 
were great and suspicious balances in the kingdom of 
Behar, does not even name the name of Shitab Roy. There 
was an English counsellor, a particular friend of Mr. Hastings, 
there, under whose control Shitab Roy acted. Without apy 
charges, without any orders from the Company, he dragged 
down that same Shitab Roy, and in the same ignominious 
prison he kept him the same length of time, that is, one 
year and three months, without t~ial i and, when the tl'ial 
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came, there was ail much nppenrance of collusion in the trial 21 APR.l'iS9. 

as thcre was of rigour in the previous process. This is the -
manner in which he executed the command of the Company 
for removing Mohammed Reza Khan. -

'Vhen Mohammed Rezn. Khan was to be succeeded, your Neccs.ity 

I d I . II· f I h I h . for "autioll Jor s UpS natura y expeet rom t le c aracter· ave gIVen in filling up 

of him, and from the nature of his functions, that Mr. ~~~aK'::i~,(!S 
I1asting~ should be particularly precise-should use the plare. 

utmost possible care-in nominating a person to succeed 
him, who might fulfil the ends and objects of his employ-
ment, and be at the same time beyond all doubt and suspicion 
of corruption in any way whatever. Your Lordships have 
seen how he obeys the rigorous order about Mohammed 
Reza. Khan. You see that, following, as he says, the spirit 
of that, and finding another man that he imagines·might be 
in the same situation, without any charge he imprisons him. 
Now let us see how he fills up that office thus vacant. When 
tbe Company ordered Moliammed Reza Kban to be dispos-
se~sed of hi~ offiee, they ordered at the same time that his 
salary should be reduced-that 30,0001. was a sufficient TmpOl'tance 

recompense for that office. Your Lordships will see, hy the f~r~;~e~rcc 
allowance for the office, even reduced as it was, that they r~~;,~!~~ of 

expected some man of great eminence, of great consequence, thesalal'Y· 

nnd fit for those great and val"ioUR trusts. They cut off the 
diwani from it-that is the collection of the revenues; and 
having lesi'lened his labours they lessened his reward. They 
orJereJ that this person, who was to be guardian of the 
Nawab in his minority, and who was to represent the govern-
ment, should have but 30,0001. The order they gave is 
this: 

[n And .that as Mahomet Reza Khan can no longer be considered by us 
as one to whom such a power can safely be committed, we trust to your 
local knowledge the selection of some person well qualified for the affairs 
of. government, and of whose attachment to the Company you shall 
be well assured. Such person you will recommend to the Nabob to 
succeed Mahomet Reza as minister of the government and guardian of 
the Nabob's minority, and we persuade ourselves that the Nabob will 
pay such l't'gard to your recommendation as to invest him with the 
necessary power and authority. AI the advantages which the Company 
may receive from the appointment of such minister will depend on his 
readiness to promote our views and advance our interest, we are willing 
to allow him so liberal a gratification as may excite his zeal and ensure 
his attachment to the Company. We therefore empower you to grant to 
the person whom you shall think worthy of this trust an annual allow
ance not exceeding three 1a.cks of rupees, which we consider not only 
a munificent reward for any services he shall render the Company, but 
~umcient to enable him to support his station with suitable rank and 
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2t APR. 1789. dignity. And here we must add that, in the choice you shall make of a 
- person to be the active minister of the Nabob's government, we hope 

and trust that you will show yourselves worthy of the confidence we 
ha\'e placed in you, by being actuated therein by no other motives than 
those of the public good and the safety and interest of the Company."*] 

My Lords, here they have given a reward; and they 
have described a person fit to represent in all capacities the 
man whom they thought fit to depose. Now, as we have 
seen how Mr. Hastings obeyed the Company's orders in the 
manner of removing Mohammed Reza Khan, let us see how 
he obeyed their order for filling up his post. Your Lordships 
would havc supposed he had made all the order of Moham
medan and Hindu princes pass in strict review before him; 
that he had considered their age, authority, dignity, the 
goodness. of their manners; and, upon the collation of all 
these circumstances, had chosen a person fit to be a regent 
to guard the Nawab's minority from all rapacity whatever, 
and fit to instruct him in everything.. I will give your Lord
ships Mr. Hastings' own idea of the person necessary to fill 
up such office :-

Mr. Hast- "That his rank [is such as at least may not wound the Nabob's honor 
~}l"~:iCW or lessen his credit in the estimation of the people by the magisterial 
charRcter command which the new guardian must exercise over him; with abilities 
~uilii'll. for and vigour of mind equal to the S!lpport of that authority; and the 

co ceo world will expect that the guardian be especially qualified by his own 
acquired endowments to discharge the duties of that relation in the 
education of his young pupil, to inspire him with sentiments suitable to 
the dignity of his birth, and to instruct him in the principles of his 
religion·]"t 

This, upon another occasion, is Mr. Hastings' sense of the 
man who ought to be placed in that situation of trust in 

Hisappoint- which the Company ordered him to place him. Did ]\fr. 
~~::,~~ft~ Hastings obey that order? No, my Lords: he appointed 
the ottlce. no man to fill that office. What, no man at all? No: he 

appointed no person at all, in the sense which is mentioned 
there, which constantly describes a person at least of tlle 
male sex. He appointed a woman to fill that office. He 
appointed a woman, in a country where no woman can be 
seen-where no woman can be spoken to without the screen 
of a curtain. For all these various duties described by 

'" Extract from letter of the Court of Directors to the President and Council 
of Bengal, 28th August, 1771. Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," 
p.973. 

t Extract of a consultation, 14th September, 17? 5. Printed iii the" Minutes 
of the Evidence," p. 974. 
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himself, with all these qualifications, he appointed a woman. 21APx.1789. 

Do you want more proof than that violent transgression of -
the Company's prders npon that occasion, that some corrupt 
motive must have influenced him? 

?tIy Lords, it is necessary for me to state the situation of :istory of 

the family, that you may judge from thence of the corrupt B:;:::. 
motives of his proceedings. The Nawab, Jaffier Ali Khan, 
had, among the women of his seraglio, a person called 
Munny Begum. She was a dancing girl whom he had 
seen upon BOme entertainment, and, as he was of a licentious 
tum, this dancing girl, in the course of her profession as a 
prostitute, so inveigled the Nawab that, having a child or 
something that passed for a child by him, he brought her into 
the seraglio, and the Company's scrvants sold to that son the 
Buccession to that father. This woman was sold as a slave; 
her profession a dancer; her occupation a prostitute. And, 
my Lords, this woman, having put her natural son, by cor
ruption, as we state and sllall prove, in the place of the legi-
timate offspring of the Nawab, having him placed by the 
Company's servants in the musnud, came to the head of the 
household-that part which relates to the women; which is a 
large and considerable trust in a country where polygamy is 
admitted, and where women of great rank may possibly be 
attcnded by two thousand of the same sex in an inferior 
situation. As soon as the legitimate son of the N awab came 
to the musnud, there was no ground for keeping this woman 
any longer in that situation, and, upon an application of the 
Company to ?tIohammed Reza Khan to know who ought to 
have the right to the superiority, he answered, as he ought 
to have done, that, though all the women of the seraglio 
ought to have honour, yet that the mother of the Nawab 
ought to have it. Therefore this woman was removed, and 
the mother of the N awab was placed in her situation. In 
that situation l\Ir. Hastings found the seraglio. If his duties 
had gone no further than the regulation of an Eastern 
household, he must have kept the Nawab's mother there by 
the rules of that country. What did he do? Not satisfied 
with giving to this prostitute every favour she could desire, 
-and money must be the natural object of such a person,-
l\Ir. Hastings deposes the Nawab's own mother; tnrns her She is 

out of the employment, and puts at the head of the seraglio f~~"'=: of 

this prostitute, ·who, at the best of hetrelation to him, could ~~~jf!t
only be a natural step-mother. If you heard of no more, do ings. 

your Lorwhips want anything further to convince you that 



2 ApJ:.17S9. this must be a violent, atrocious and corrupt, act-suppose it 
- had gone no further than the seraglio? But, when I call 

~:I~f"~~~; this woman a dancing girl, I state somet~ing lower than 
Ill·gum. Europeans have an idea of respecting that situation. She 

was born It slave, bred a dancing girl. lIer profession of 
dancing- was not any of those noble and majestic movements 
which make part of the entertainments of the most wise-of 
the education of the most virtuous; which improve the 
man nerd without corrupting t.he morals of aU civilised 
people; and of which, among uncivilised people, t.he professors 
have their <lue share of admiration. But these dances were 
not decent to be seen, nol' fit to be related. I shall pass 
them by. Your Lordships are to suppose- the lowest degree 
of infamy in occupation and situation when I tell you that 
Munnv Begum was a slave and a dancing girl. 

The history of the Munny Begum is this: 
[" At a village called Balcunda, near Sekindt'1!., there lived a widow, 

who from her great poverty not being able to bring up her daughter, 
Munny, gave her to a slave girl belonging to Summin Ally Cawn, whose 
name was Bissoo. During the space of fh'e years she lived at Shahjehan
abad, and was educated by Bissoo after the manner of a.dancing girl. 
Afterwards, the Nabob Shamut Jung, upon the maniage of Ikram ul 
Dowlah, brother to the Nabob Surage ul Dowlah. sent for Bissoo Beg's 
set of dancing girls from Shahjehanabad, of which Munny Begum was 
one, and allowed them 10,000 rupees for their expenees, to dance at the 
wedding. While the ceremony was celebrating they were kept hy the 
Nabob; but some months afterwards he dismissed them, and they took 
up their residence in this city. Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn then took 
tbem into keeping, and allowed Munny and her set 500 rupees per month; 
till at length, finding that Munny was pregnant, he took her into his 
house. She gave birth to the Nabob Nijum ul Dowlah; and in this 
manner has she remained in the Nabob's family ever since."] 

Now, it required a very peculiar selection to take such a 
woman, so circumstanced as whom there was not just sucb 
another-to depose the Nawab's own mother from the supe
riority of the household, and to substitute this woman. It 
would have been an abominable abuse and implied corrup-

~I·. IIast· tion in the grossest degree if he lmd stopped there. He not 
~~f;;~"he1"to only did so, but he put her in the very place of Mohammed 
fl:~;:rrg~~\ Reza Khan. He made her guardian; he made her regent; 
ollico. he made her vicerey; he made her the representative of 

the native government of the country in the eyes of stran~ 
gers. There was not a trust-not a dignity-in the country 

.. Paper inclosed in a letter from Nunduroy to the Council, received 
6th June, 1775. Printed in the II Appendix to tbe Minutes of the Evidence 
on the Sixth Charge," No. 98. 
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which he did not, in the minority of this unhappy person, 21Arn.17S9 

her stepson, put into the hands of this woman. -
Uesist, if you please, the strong presumption of corrup- Inr~l"<'n~e of 

tion in disobeying the orders of the Company, directing him COl'rllptlOn. 

to sclect a man fit to supply the place of Mohammed Reza 
Khan, to exercise all the great and arduous functions of 
government and of justice, as well as tIle regulation of the 
Nawab's household; and then I will venture to say that 
neither your Lordships nor any man living, when he hears of 
tbi:! appointment, does or can hesitate a moment in seeing 
that it i:! the result of corruption; and you only want 
to know what the comlption is. Here is such an arrange-
ment as I believe never was heard ot A secluded woman iu 
tbe place of a man of the world; a fanb).stic dancing girl in 
the place of a gl'ave magistrate; a slave in the place of a 
woman of quality; a common prostitute madc to superintend 
the edncation of a young prince; and a stepmother"':'-'-a name 
of horror in all countries-made to supersede the natural 
motlle!", from whose body the Nawab had sprung. • 

These are circumstances that leave no doubt of the grossest 
amI most flagrant corruption. But was there no application ~is l"<'jec-

_.1 - 111 . H - h -" "uh I t:onofmore mUlIe to .1.\ r. astmgs upon t at occasIOn r "y, t le suitable 

Nawab's uncle, whom Mr. Hastings declares to be a man of persous. 

no dangerous ambition-no alarming parts--no one quality 
that could possibly sedude him from that situation-makes 
an application to Mr. Hastings for that place, and was by 
Mr. Hastings rejected. The reason he gives for his rejection 
is, because he cannot put any man in it without danger to 
the Company, who ordered him to put a man into it. One 
would imagine that this trust he was going to place in him 
was such as enabled him to overturn the Company in a 
ruoment. The situation in which the N awab's uncle Yete
ram-ud-Dowla would have been placed, if he had been 
placed there, was this :-he had no troops; he had no trea-
sury; he had no collections; he had no one circumstance 
under heaven to make him dangerous; but was an absolute 
pensioner and dependant upon the Company, though in high 
office j and the least attempt to disturb the Company, in-
stead of increasing, would be subversive of his own power. 
Thus, if Mr. Hastings should still suggest that there was any 
danger from any man, we shall prove that he was of opinion 
that there was no danger from anyone; that the N awab 
was a mere shadow-a cypher; and was kept there only to 

VOL. II. C 
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21 APn.1789. soften the English government in the eyes and opinion of 
- the natives. 

My Lords, I wHl detail that circumstance no longer, but 
will bring some collateral circumstances, which will show 
that Mr. Hastings was a.t that very time conscious of the 
wicked and corrupt act he was doing. He wail defying the 
orders of the Company; he was insulting. the country, that 
had never seen a woman in that situation; but, besides this 
foolish principle of policy which he gives as a reason for it-

. because your government, says he, cannot be supported by 
!.::'n~~~y private justice-that is 0. favourite maxim he holds upon all 
~j'l~~~!~~he occasions~besides these reasons he gave of his politiC) in-

. justice, he gives another reason.:-the Company had ordered 
that 30,0001. should be given to such a person. He founel 
that the Company could never dream of giving this woman 
30,0001. Ilo year. He makes use of that circumstance to 
justify him in putting her in thnt place; for he says the 
Company could never, in the distressed state of its aif.'lirs, 
meau . to give 30,0001. 0. year for that office which they 
ordered to be filled j and, accordingly, upon principles of 
econoIny, as well os of principles of prudence, he sees there 
could be no occasion for giving this salary~that it will bo 
saved to the Company. But, no sooner had he given her the 
nppointment, than that appointment became a ground for 

The allow. ~ivin!! her that money. 'The moment he had appointed her, 
Rilce not fo.J ..., 

reduced. he overturns the very principle upon which he had appointed 
her, and gives her the 30,0001., and to the officers under her; 
saving not one shilling to the Company by this infamous 
measure, which he justified only upon the principle of eco
nomy. Accordingly that SO,OOOl. was given. The principle 
9f economy vanished away. A shocking arrangement was 
made; and Bengal saw n. dancing girl administering its justice, 
presiding over all its remnining power, wealth and influence, 
holding out that miserable statc of degradation to the 
natives of the country, and that miserable dishonour to the 
English Company, by Mr. Hastings abandoning aU his own 
pretences. 

Then, my Lords, combine and compare these circumstances. 
First, that he is desired to namc It man: he names a woman. 
Why? Because a man is not to be trusted. Very well ! 
admit that pretence. Allow it to be policy and justice. 
Then, who was the fittest woman? The Nawab's mother. 
ITe chooses 0. prostitute-a dancing girl; and puts her in her 
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place. So dlat his pretence or there not being sarety in a 2IAPR.1789. 

man does not agree with naming that woman. He rejects -
the woman that was to be named from every tie of blood and 
consideration of rank, whose every interest under Heaven 
was bound up with that of her son. He next overturned 
the pretended principle of economy upon which he appointed 
her. For, after pretending and holding out that 30,0001. 
would be saved, the 30,000L is given. 

But there is a still stronger presumption. The Company O!"'lcrotthe 

ordered that this person, who had the management of the r=re:;s 
N awab's revenue, who was his guardian, should keep a strict ii::~:'a~r 
account, which account should be annually transmitted to should k~p 
the Presidency, and from the Presidency to Europe. .And an aeroun . 

the purpose of it was to keep a control upon the reduced 
expenses of the sixteen lacs, which were ordered in the 
manner I mentioned. Your Lordships will naturally imagine 
that that control was kept safe. No; here is the order of the 
DirectorB, and you will lice how Mr. Hastings obeyed it :-

"As tbe disbursement of the sums allotted to the Nabob for tbe 
r maintenance of hill household and family, and tbe support of his 
aignity, will pass through the bands of the minister who sball be selected 
by you, confonnable to our preceding orders, we expect that you will 
require such minister to deliver annually to your Board a regular and 
exo.ct account of tbe application of the several sums paid by the Company 
to the Nabob. This you will strictly examine, and we trust that you will 
not suffer any part of the Nabob's stipend to be appropriated to the 
minister's own use, or wasted among the unnecessary dependants or tbe 
court, but tbat the whole amount be applied to the purposes for which it 
was] 88signed by us .... 

One would have imagined that, after Mr. Hastings had made The order 
. . I ill call . h not enforced SO SUSpICIOUS an arrangement- w not It more- e by Mr. Hast· 

would have removed all suspicion with regard to money; ings. 

tllat he would have obeyed the Company as to the control 
which they had ordered to be placed over a man-even a:6t 
man and a man worthy of that trust. Why, what is his 
answer, w~en, three years after, he is desired to produce this 
account 7 His answer is :-

.. I can save the Board the> trouble of this reference, by acquainting 
them tbat no such accounts have ever been transmitted, nor, as I can 
Bffinn with more certain knowledge, any orders given fol' that purpose, 
[either to GOOrdas8, to whose office it did not properly belong, or to 
the Begum. who had the actual charge and responsibility of tbose] 
disbursements."t . ' 

• Extract from letter of the Court of Directors, 28th August, 1771.-Prlnted 
in tIre .. l'lfinotes of the Evidenee,- p. 793. 

t Extraet of Consultation. 21st Jnne, 1775_Printed in the .. Minou. of 
tbe E'ridence, " Po 983. 
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21 APU.17S3. lie has given to this woman the charge of all the disburse
Corrunt ments of the Company. The officer whom you would 
motive., 
interred. imagine would be respon8ible was not responsible; but to 

this prostitute and dancing girl tile whole of the revenue 
was given. When he was ordered to transmit tha.t acconnt, 
he not only did not keep that account, but gave no order that 
it should be kept. By which means, no doubt can be left 
upon yonr Lordships' minw that the sixteen lacs, which were 
reserve(1 for t.he . support and dignity of the government of 
that country, were employed in order that Mr. Hastings 
should have a constant bank from which he should draw 
every corrupt emolument he should think fit, for himself and 
his associates. So your Lordships see that he had put an 
improper person there; that he removed the control; that 
the very accounts, which 'were to be the guardians of his 
purity and the removal of suspicion from him, he never so 
much as directed or ordered. If anyone can doubt that 
thot transaction was in itself corrupt, I can only say that he 
has a mimI and constitution of character totally differenffrom 

- that which prevails in any of the higher or lowcr branches 
of judicature in any Country in the world. The suppression 
of nn account is a proof of corruption. That account WItS 
ordered, and it was Mr. Hastings' duty to see that it was 
kept. 

Mr. Hagtings, in doing acts of violence to Mohammed 
Reza Khan, in making nny arrangements of the Company's 
affairs in which corruption had bcen before exercised, was 
bound by n particular responsibility that there should be 
nothing mysterious in his' conduct-thnt aU the accounts 
should nt least be well kept. He allpointed a person no
minally for that situation, namely, the Raja Goordass. Who 
was he? A person acting, he says, under the influence of 
Raja Nundcomar, whom he had declared WItS not fit to be 
employed or trusted. All the offices were filled by him. 
But yet Raja Goordass, whose character is dint of :m 
excellent man, against whom there could be no reltSonable 
objection on account of his personal character, but who 
wanted parts, to be supplied by Nundcomar, whose parts 
Ml'. Hastings spoke as highly of as he could,-had he the 
management? No: but Munny Begum. Did she keep any 

Order or the accounts? No. Mr. Hastings was ordered-nnd a very 
~~~,'>r9 disagreeable and harsh order it WItS-to tnke away one half 
~uNtion:.~ of the Nawab's allowance, which he had by a treatr. I 
aII~w~':. do not charge Mr, Hastings with that He had nothing to 
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do with that. Sixteen lacs were cut off and sixteen left. 21A.l'R.mg. 

These two sums have been distributed, one for the support 
of the seraglio and the [dignity] of the ['tate, the other 
for the court el!tablishment and the household. The six-
teen lacs which were left, therefore, required to be well 
economised and well administered. There was a rigour in 
the Company's order relative to it; "hich w~s, that it 
should take place by an antedated time, and that for the 
whole course of a year. The order was that the Nawau's 
stipend should be reduced to sixteen lacs a year from the 
month of January. Mr. Hastings makes this reflection upon 
it, in ord~r to leave no doubt upon your mind of his integrity 
in administering that great trust. He saY8,-

"Your order for the reduction of the Nabob's stipend [was commu-JlIr. Hast
nicated to bim in the month of December 1771. He remonstrated ill~'ob""r • 

. against it, and desired it might again be referred to the Company. Tbe th~l~~'dc~~ 
Board tacitly acquiesced in his remonstrance, and the subsequent 
payments of bis stipend were made as before. I might easily have 
a\'ailed myself of this plea. I might have treated it as an act of the past 
~o\'emment, with which I had no cause to interfere, and joined in assert-
109 the impossibility of his defraying the vast expense of his court and 
household without it; which I could have proved by plausible arguments 
drawn from the actual amount of the Nizamut and Behla establishments, 
and both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally purchased my 
forbearance. Instead of pursuing this plan I carried your orders rigidly 
and literallf into execution. I reduced the Nabob's stipend from the 
date on whICh the first notification of it was made to him. I undertook 
myself the laborious and reproachful task of limiting his charges from an 
excess of his former stipend to the sum] of his reduced allowance."" 

He says in another place,-
.. The stoppage of the King's tribute was an act of mine, [and I have 

becn often reproached with it. It was certainly in my power to have 
continued the payment of it; and to have made my terms with the King 
for any part of it. which I might have chosen to reserve for my own use. 
He would have thanked me] for the remainder." 

My Lords, I believe it is a singular thing, and which your 
Lordships have been very little used to, to see a man in the 
situation of Mr. Hast.ings. or in any situation like it, so ready 
in knowing all the resources by which sinister emolument 
may be made, by which. it may be concealed, and in which 
under pretences of public good, it may be transferred into 

. the pocket of him who uses those pretences. He is resolved, 
if he is innocent, that his innocence shall not proceed from 

• Extract from letter of Mr. Hastings to the Directors, 25th March, J 775.
Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 984, and in Appendix L to the 
Eleventh Report of the Select Committee on Affairs ofIndia, 1783. 
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111 ApB.1789. ignorance. He well knows the ways of falsifying the 
- Company's accounts; he well knows the necessities of the 

natives; and knows that, by paying a part of their dues, 
they will be ready to give an acquittance of the whole. 
These are, marks of Mr. Hastings' knowledge which your 
Lordships will see he well knows how to avail himself of. 

f:Y~~rt of But you would expect that, when he reduced the allow
all~w"nco ance to sixteen 13.<',s, and took credit to himself in tIns 
continued b' h had· th· d h h ~ d byMr.Hast- usmess, e 1ll at msta,nce one w at e prolesse ; 
ings. and, from his rigour and his cruelty arguing his strict and 

literal obedience to the Company, that he had done it. The 
very reverse : for it will be in proof that, after he had pre
tended to reduce the Company's allowance, from the day in 

. which he said he had entirely executed it, he continued it a 
. twelvemonth longer, and entered a false account of the 
suppression in the Company's accounts. And when he has 
taken a credit, as under pretence of reducing that allowance, 

Forhisown he paid 9.0000l more than he ouO"ht. Can you have a 
advantllf';c. ". " 

doubt, of the man who committed all tbat fraud, made use of 
all this fabrication and suppression, that that 90,0007., of 
which he kept no account and transmitted no account, was 
money given to himself for his own private use and advlUl
.tnge ? 

RcOcction8 This is all that I think necessary to state to your Lord-
on tho } • 'h' f hAd tramm.ction. S ups upon t IS monstrous part 0 t e arrangement. n, 

therefore, from his rigorous obedience in cases of cruelty, 
and, where coercion was expected, from his total disobe
dience, and from the choice of persons, there arises a strong 
inference of corruption. From his suppression of the accounts 
that ought to have been produced, and falsifying the accounts 
that were kept, when your Lordships see it in pI'oof, your 
Lordships will justify me in saying that there never was, 
taking every part of the arrangement, such a direct open 
violation of any trust. Because, wherever there are pecu
niary trusts and pecuniary transactions, accounts ought to 
be kept accurately of all such transactions. 'Vhcn accounts 
are not kept-when orders for keeping them are disobeyed
when false accounts are substituted in the stead of them
there must be something evil to cover. I shall say no more 
with l'egard to the appointment of Munny Begum. . 

My Lords, ]lere ended the first scene; and here ends that 
body of presumption, arising from the transaction and 
inherent in it, which I have brought for your Lordships' 
comideration. 
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Now, my Lords, the next part that I am to bring before 21APn.1789. 

you is, the l}ositive proof that was given of a corrupt Charg-;; 

transaction, in a business in which I am sure you already hro~itM 
see that corruption must exist. That charge was brouo-ht if~ri~gs ~y 
b . h· h' h d fid . h yO Nlllldcomar. y a person 10 t e 19 est trust an con ence WIt· r. 
Hastings-a person employed in the management of the 
w hole transaction-a person of most entire confidence in the 
subordinate management, under Munny Begum, of all the 
pecuniary transactions and all the arrangements made upon 
that occasion. 

On the 11th day of' March, 1775, NundcOlllni' gives to 
Mr. Francis, a member of the Council, a charge ngainst Mr. 
Hastings, consisting of two parts .. The first of these charges ~undcomal' 
was a vast number of corrupt dealings, of which he was ~~~:":.~t ... 
the informer, ~ut ~ot the witness, but to which .he indicated ~!tjf,~St of 

the modes of lDqUlry. And they are corruptIOns, as Mr. branch of 

H • h' If t h .. illi f the charge. astlDgs Imse sta es t em, amountmg to mons 0 

rupees; and in transactions everyone of which implies iIi 
it the strongest degree of corruption. 

The next branch was of those to which he was Iiot only A witncss in 

an informer but a witness, in having been the person who t~n~~~l1d 
himself transmitted the money to Mr. Hastings and the 
agents of Mr. Hastings. And, accordingly, upon this part, 
which is the only part which we charge, his evidence is clear 
and full, that he gave the money to Mr. Hastings-he and 
the Begum-for I put the whole body of these people 
together. Accordingly, he states that Mr. Hastings received Charge of 

for the appointment of Munny Begum to the Rajaship two t;~~~';,t~vo 
lacs of rupees, or about 22,OOOl.; and that he received, in ~from 
another gross sum, one L'1.C and a half of rupees; in all making n=. 
three lacs and a half, 01' about 36,OOOl. This [charge] 
"n~ signed by the man and accompanied with thE! account. _ 
. Mr. Hastings on th~t day made no reflection or observa- ~:;~~Y 

bon whatever upon this charge, except that he attempted to ings to . 
. •. fMr F .' h had d d' throwdtS-eXClte some SUspICion 0 • ranClS, W 0 pro uce It, credit on . 

as knowing of the transaction and having been the principal Mr. Fran~'lSo 
mover in it. He.l1Sks Mr. Francis that day this question:-

[If The GovernOJ' General obserVes, as Mr. Francis has been pleased to 
inform the Board that he was unacquainted ,with the .contents of the 
letter sent in to the Board by Nundcomat, that he thinks himself justi
fied in carrying his curiosity further than be should have permitted 
himself without such a previous intimation; and, therefore, begs leave to 
ask Mr. Francis whether he was before this ~uainted with Nundcomar's 
intention of bringing such charges against him before the Board. MI'. 
Franc~'As a member ofthia Council, I do not deem myself obliged to 



40 Openillg of tlte Sixth Charge-Presents: 

21 APn.178D. answer nny question of mere curiosity. I am willing, however, to inform 
- the Governor General that, though I was totally unacquainted with the 

contents of the paper I have now delivered in to the Board till I heard 
it read, I did apprehend in general that it contained some charge 
against him. It was this apprehension that made made me so particu
larly cautious in the manner of receiving the ~a's letter. I was not 
acquainted with Raja Nundcomar's intention of bringing in such charges 
as are mentioned in the letter."]'" 

The duty of Now, what the duty of Mr. Hastings and the Council was, 
t,~qUil?' into upon receiving such information, I shall beg leave to state 

ec Mge. to your Lordships from the Company's orders. But, before 
I mention them, I must observe that by the Act of Par
liament, which was supposed to be made upon account of 
the neglect of the Company, as well as neglects of their 
servants-and for which general neglects responsibility was 
fixed upon the Company for the future, while for the present 
thp.ir authority was suspended, and a Parliamentary commis
sion sent out to regulate their affairs-the CompailY, being 
ordered by Parliament to instruct their servants, upon that 
occasion did make a gene10al code and body of instructions 
to be observed. The 35th paragraph says,-

"We direct that you immediately csuse the strictest inquiry [to be 
made into all oppressions which may have been committed either against 
the natives or Europeans; and into all abuses that may have prevailed 
in the collection of the revenues, or any part of the civil government of 
the Presidency; and that you communicate to us all information which 
you may be able to learn relative thereto, or to any dissipation or em
bezzlement of the Company's money."]t 

Your Lordships see here that there is a direct duty fixed 
upo.n them, to forward -to promote-to set on foot-without 
exception of any persons whatever, an inquiry into all 
manner of corruption,. peculation and oppression. There
fore it was a case exactly within the Company's orders. 
Such a charge was not sought out, but was actually laid 
before them. But, if it had not been actually laid before 
them, if they had any reason to suspect that such corrup
tions existed, they were bound by this order to make an 
active inquiry into them. 

~o~lIquiry Upon that day-the 11th-nothing further passed; and, 
~~~~~t. as fllr as we can find from MI'. Hastings, tlmt charge might 
iogs. have stood upon the records for ever, without his making' 

the smallest observation upon it or tnking anyone step to 

'" Extract fl'om Consultation of the 11th March, 1775.-Printed in the 
.. Minutes of the Evid~nce," p. 1003. 

t Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 968. 
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clear lIis own charactcr. But 1H undcomar was not so in- 21 APR. 1789. 

attentive to hi!:! duties, as an accuser, as Mr. Hastings was to 
his duties. as an inquirer. For, two days after, upon the 
first Board day that he could come, without onc moment's 
delay, he delivers the following letter:-

" I had the honour to lay before you [in a letter of the 11th instant, LetLedr of 
an abstracted but true account of the conduct of the Honourable Nun comar. 
Governor in thc course of his administration. . What is there written I 
mean not in the least to alter; far from it. I have the strongest Wlitten 
vouchers to produce in support of what I have advanced, and I wish 
and intreat, for my honour's sake, that you will suffer me to appear 
before you to establish the fact by an additional incontestible evidence."]'" 

My Lords, I ~ill venture to say, if ever there was an 
accuser that appeared well and with weight before any body, 
it was this man. He does not shrink from it. His ideas of 
honour were, that he was to meet the person he charged 
face to face; to make good his charge by his own evidence, 
and further evidence that he should produce. There never 
did appear, before any body whatever, a charge more worthy 
to be inquired into. . 

Your Lordships have seen the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
on the first day. You have seen his acquiescence in it. 
You ha"e seen the suspicion he endeavoured to raise. Now Specific chao 

I t k h· .. b J! I h M racter of tile am 0 remar upon t IS accusation, elore say w at 1'. charge. 

HlUItings thought of it, that it is a specific accusation, coming 
from a person' knowing the very transaction and known 
to be concerned in it; that it was an accusation in writing; 
that it was an accusation with a signature; that it was an 
accusation with a person to make it good; that it was made 
before a competent authority, and made before an authority 
bound to inquire into such accusation. 

When he comes to produce his evidence, he tells you fit'st 
the sums of money given, the specie in which they were 
given, the very bags in which they were put, the exchange 
that was made by reducing them to the standard money of 
the country; he names all the persons through whose hands 
the whole transaction went, eight in number, besiqes himself, 
Munny Begum and Goordass, making eleven; all referred to 
in this transaction. I do believe that, since the beginning 
of ~he . world, an accusation, never was or ever appeared 
whIch It was more necessary to take notice of; because there 
never was an accusation which put a false accuser in a. worse 
situation, and that put an honest defendant in a better. For 

• Printed in the "Minutes of'the Evidence," p. 1004. 
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21 APB.17SD. there was every means of collation, every means of com
parison, every means of cross examining, every means of 
control. There was every way of sifting evidence in which 
evidence could be sifted; eleven witnesses to the trans· 
action, who are referred to; all the particulars; the bankers 
to whom paid. the hands through which paid, the specie in 
which paid, the money-bags in which put. There is every 
circumstance that would give any person that was accused 
the advantage of showing the falsehood of the accusation. 
General accusations may be treated as calumnies. but 
particular accusations like these afford the defendant, if 
innocent, every means that can be thought of for making 
his defence. Therefore, the very ma,king no defence at all 
upon it would prove beyond all doubt a consciousness of 
guilt. Therefore, the first witness we mean to bring before 
your Lordships is Nundoomar. 

~~~1f~t?r The n~xt thing your ~ordship.s will see, is the ~ond?ct 
ingsinrcfcr. Mr. Hastmgs held upon thIS occasIOn. You would Imagme 
~~~gt:, the that he had collected himself upon the occasion ; that he had 

treated t.he accusation with a cold and manly disda.in; that 
he had challenged and defied inquiry, and desired to see his 
accuser face to face. This is what any man would do in 
such a situation. . I can conceive very well that a man com
posed, firm. and oollecte(1 in himself, conscious of not only 
integrity but known integrity, conscious of a whole life 
beyond the reach of suspicion, in a situation of that kind 
may oppose general character to general accusation, and 
stand collected in himself, poised on his own base, and de
fying all the calumnies in the world. But as it shows a 
great, and is a proof of a virtuous, mind to despise calumny, 
it is the proof of a guilty mind to despise a specific accu
sation, when maue before a competent authority and with 
competent means to prove it. As Mr. Hastings' conduct 
was what no man living expccted, I will venture to say 
that no expression can do it justice but his own. Upon the 
reading this letter, and a motion being made that Raja 
Nundcomar be brought before the Board to prove the charge 
against the Governor General, the Governor General 
enters the following minute :~ 

Hi. minute [" Before the question is put, t declare that 1 will not suffer Nund· 
prohibitl!lg comar to appear before the Board as my accuser. I know what belongs 
}~~~i~a::t to the dignity and character of the first member of this administration. 
Nundcomar I will not sit at this Board in the character of a. criminal; nor do I 
11~ acknowledge the members of this Board to be my judges. I a.m reduced 

• on this occasion to make the declaration, thllt I look upon General 
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Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, as my accusers. I cannot 21 APn. 1789. 
prove this in the direct letter of the law, but in my conscience I regard 
them as Buch, and I will give my reasons for it. On their arrival at this 
place, and on the first formation of the Council, they thought proper to 
take immediate and decisive measures in contradiction and for the 
repeal of those which were formed by me in conjunction with the last 
administration. I appealed to the Court of Directors from their acts. 
Many subsequen\ letters have been transmitted both by them and by 
me to the Court' of Directors. By me in protestation against their 
conduct, by them in justification of it. Quitting this ground, they since 
appear to me to have chosen other modes of attack, apparently calcu-
lated to divert my attention and to withdraw that of the public from the 
lubject of oor first differences, which regarded only the measures that 
were necessary for the good of the service, to attacks directly and 
penonallylevelled at me, for matters which)end to draw a personal aod 
popular odium upon me, and fit instruments they have found for 
their purpose,-Mr; Joseph Fowke, Mahrajah Nundcomar, Roopnarain 
Chowdry, and the Ranny of Burdwan. It appears incontestably upon 
the records that the charges preferred by the Ranny against me pro-
ceeded from the office of Mr. Fowke. All the papers transmitted by her 
came in their original form, written in the English language, some with 
Persian papers, of which they were supposed to be translations, bot all 
strongly marked with the character and idiom of the English language. 
I applied on Satnrdaylast fm Persian originals of some of the papers 
Bent by her, and I was refused. I am justified in declaring my firm 
belief that no such originals ellist. With respect to Nundcomar's accu-
sations, ~hey were delivered by the hands of Mr. Francis, who has 
declared that he was called upon by Rajah Nundcomar, as a duty 
belonging to his office as a councillor of this state, to lay the packet 
which contained them before the Board. That he conceived that he 
could not consistently with his duty refuse such a letter, at the instance 
of a person of the RaJah's rank, and did accordingly receive it, and lay it 
before the Board, declaring at the same time that he was unacquainted 
with the contents of it. I believe that the Court of Directors, and those 
to whom these proceedings shall be made known, will think differently 
of this action of Mr. Francis: that Nundcomar was guilty of great 
insolence and disrespect in the demand which he made of Mr. Francis; 
and that it was not a duty belonging to the office of a councillm of this 
state to make himself the carrier of a letter which would have been 
much more properly committed to the hands of a peon or hircarra, or 
delivered by the writer of it to the secretary himself. Mr. Francis has 
acknowledged that he apprehended in general that it contained some 
charge against me. If the charge was false it was a libel; it might have 
been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, 
since he was unacquainted with the contents of it. In this instance, 
therefore, he incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to the Board; this 
was not a duty belonging to his office as a councillor. of this state. 1 
must further inform the Board that I have been long since acquainted 
with Nondcomar's intentions of making this attack upon me .. Happily 
Nundcomar. among whose talents fm intrigue that of secresy is not the 
first, has been e\'er too ready to make the first publication of his own 
intentions. I was shown a paper containing many accusations agains 
me, which I was told was carried by Nundcomar to Colonel Monson, 
explaining the nature of those charges. I mention only what I was 
told; but as the rest of the report which was made to me corresponds 



44 Opening of the Sixth Charge-Presents 

21 APR, 17SB, exactly with what has happened since, I hope I shall stand acquitted 
- to my superiors and to the world in having given 80 much credit to it 

as to bring the circumstance upon record, I cannot recollect the precise 
time in which this is said to have happened, but I believe it was either 
before or at the time of the despatch of the Bute and Pacific. The 
charge has since undergone some alteration, but of the copy of the 
paper which was delivered to me containing the original charge I caused a 
translation to be made. When suspecting the renewal of the subject in this 
day's consultation, I brought it with me, and I desire it may be recorded, 
that, when our superiors or the world, if the world is to be made judge 
of my conduct, shall be possessed of these materials, they may, by 
comparing the supposed original and amended list of accusations 
preferred against me by Nundeomar, judge how far I am justified in the 
credit which I give to the rcporta abon mentioned. I do not mean to 
infer from what I have said that it makes any alteration in the nature of 
the charges whether they were delivered immediat~ly from my ostensible 
accusel's, or whether they came to the Board through the channel of 
patronage, but it is sufficient to authorize the conviction which I feel in 
my own, mind that those gentlemen are parties in the accusations of 
whieh they assert the right of being the judges. From the first com
mencement of this administration, every means have been tried both to 
deprive me of the legal authority with which I have been trusted and to 
proclaim the annihilation of it to the world; but no instance has yet 
appeared of this in so extraordinary a degree as in the question now 
before the Board. The chief of the administration, your superior, 
gentlemen, appointed by the legislature itself, shall I sit at this Board 
to be arraigned in the presence of a wretch whom you all know to be 
one of the basest of mankind 1 I believe I need not mention his name, 
but it is Nundcomar. Shall I sit here to hear men collected from the 
dregs of the people give evidence at his dictatiilg against my character 
and conduct? I will not. You may if you please form yourseh'es into 
a committee for the investigation of these matters in any manner which 
you may think proper, but I will repeat that I will not meet Nundcomar 
at the Board, nor suffer Nundcomar to be examined at the Board, nor 
have you a right to it, nor can it answer any other purpose than that of 
vilifying and insulting ine to insist upon it. I am sorry to have found it 
necessary to deliver my sentiments on a subject of so important a nature 
in an unpremeditated minute drawn from me at the Board, which I 
should ha\'e wished to ha\'e had leisure and retirement to have enabled 
me to express myself with that degree of caution and exactness which 
the subject requires. I have said nothing but what I believe and am 
morally certain I shall stand justified for in the eyes of my superiors 
and the eyes of the world; but I reserve to myself the liberty of adding 
my further sentiments in such a manner and form as I shall hereafter 
judge necessary."]· 

My Lords, you see here tile picture of the man drawn 
by himself. You see the llUny. the passion, tile precipi
tation, the confusion in which he is throwll by all the 
perplexity of detected guilt. You see, my Lords, that, 
instead of defending himself, instead of suffering his nc-

• Printed in the II Minutes of the ETidencc," po. 1004. 
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cuser to go on, be rails at his accuser in the most inde .. 21 APR. 1739. 

cent Janguage, calling him 1\ wretch whom t.hey nl! knew 
to be the basest of mankind; that he rails at the Council, 
by attributing their conduct to the worst of motives; that 
he rail3 at everybody, and supposes an accusation there 
brought· to be 1\ libel. In short, you see plainly that 
the man's head is turned. You see there is -not a word 
he Slly3 upon this occasion which has common sense in it. 
You see one great principle leading in it-that he does not 
once attempt to deny the charge. He attempts to vilify the 
witness; he attempts to vilify those he supposes to be his 
accusers; he attempts to vilify the Council; he lies upon 
the accusation; he mixes it with other accllsations which 
had nothing to do with it, and out of the whole of that he 
collects n resolution-of what ?-to meet his adversary and 
defy him ? No; -that he· will not suffer him to appear before 
him. ,. I will not sit at this Board ill the character of a 
criminal; nor do I aclmowledge the Board to be my judges." 

He was not called upon to acknowledge them t.o be his His objcc-
. dB)' h d h 11 d .,. tion to the Jll ges. ot 1 e an t ey were ca e npon to mqUlre mto ~o3rdashi9 
nil corruptions without CxCelJtion. It was his duty, not Judg~s. 
merely"to traverse and oppose them, while inqui.ring into 
nets of corruption, but he WIlS bound to take an active part 
in it j that, if they had n mind to let such a thing sleep upon 
their record3, it was his duty to 'have brought forward the 
inquiry. No:" I won't suffer Nundcomar to appear here; 
nor do I acknowledge the members of this Board to be lJI.y 
jullgc!'." They were not hi3 judges. They were not his 
accusers. They were his fellow labourers in tIle inquiry 
ordered by the Court of Directors, their masters, to purge 
him of that corruption with which he stood charged. He 
says Nundcomal' is" a. wretch, whom you a.ll know to be the Ip".dennn

ll.'\sest of mankind." I believe they did not know the man to ~~~~':.o~ar. 
be a wretch or the basest of mankind. But if he was a wretch, ~~~:r. 
and if he was the basest of mankind, if he was guilty of all 
the crimes with which we charge Mr. Hastings-not one of 
which was ever proved against him-if he was all that ?--If 
nny of your Lordships were to have the misfortune to be 
before this tribunal, before any- inquest of the .House of 
Commons or any other inquest of this nation, would you 
not say that it was the greatest advantage under heaven to 
you that the man who accused you ,vas a miscreant, the 
vilest and basest of mankind, by the confession of all the 
world? Do mankind really then think that to be accused 
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21 ApB.1789. by men of honour-of weight-of character-upon probable 
- charges, is an advantage to them; and to be accused by the 

basest of mankind is a disadvantage ? No; give me, if ever 
I am to have accnsers, miscreants, as he calls him in another 
place--" wretches-the basest and vilest of mankind." The 
Board, says he, are my accusers. If they were, it w'as their 
duty; but they were not his accusers, but were inquiring 
into matters which it was equally his duty to inquire into. 
He would not suffer Nundcomar to be produccd. He would 
not su1l'er N undcomar to be cxamined. .He rather suffered 
such an accusation to stand against his name and character 
than permit it to be inquired into. Do I want any other 
presumption upon the spot of his guilt, upon such an occa
sion, than such conduct as this? 

Hispl'Cvious This man whom he calls .e a wretch-the basest and vilest 
~m:!":~! of mankind"-was undoubtedly by himself, in the records of 
meN ·!.edr of the Company, declared to be one of the first men of that 

UII oomar. d tl . th b' Id b country, an every lIng at a su ~ect cou e-a person 
illustrious for his birth, sacred with regard to his caste, 
opulent in his fortune, eminent in his situation; who had 
filled the very first offices in that country; that he was, 
added to all that, a man of most acknowledged talents, and 
of such a superiority as made the whole people of Bengal 
appear to be an inferior race of beings compared with him ; 
and a man whose outward appearance and demeanour was 
used to cause reverence and awe, and who at that time was 
near '70 years of age, which, without any other title, gene
rally demands respect from mankind. And to call him the 
basest of mankind!--a name which no man is intitled to call 
another, till he has proved something to justify him in 80 

doing! Notwithstanding his opulence, his high rank, 
station and birth, he despises him, and will not suffer him to 
be heard as an accuser before him. 

The weight I will venture to Bay that Mr. Hastings, whether he is 
~t'l:~· elevated by philosophy or inflated by pride, is not like the 
agcc~ by rest of mankind. Do we uot know that, in all accusations 
:':~;;'t preferred by any persons, a great part of their weight and 
the accusers. h' ~ th h t h' • h aut onty comes Hom e c arne er, t e SItuation, t e name, 

t.he description, the office, the dignity, of the person who 
brings the Rccusation' Mankind are 80 made, we cannot 
resist it; and it has weight, and ever will have prima Jacie 
weight, in all the tribunals in the world. If it be a person 
of bad morals, joined with all that, then I admit that those 
bad morals go to take away from the weight of the others ; 
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but for a proof of that you must have some other grounds 21 ApB.1789. 

than the charges and the railing of the culprit against him. 
Raja N undcomar was 0. man-and it is not degrading to ~igh posi

your Lordships to say he was--equal, according to the idea ~~~~~omar. 
of his country. to the rank of auy peer in this House; 
as sacred as a bishop ..... with as much gravity and authority 
as n. judge, he was a. Prime Minister in the country in 
which he lived: Bnd this man he says is It wretch that he 
will not suffer to be brought before him! 

If I were to say that his passion is a proof of his guilt? The murder 

h · . h' h . d' h J • of Nund-yet t ere 18 an oo11on w lC 18 more 0 wus t an t 1e Cl'lmes comar im. 

he attempts to cover; for he has murdered this man, by. the ~~e~~t. 
hands of Sir Elijah Impey. And, if his Counsel should be ings. 

unwise enough to endeavour to detract from the credit of 
this man by the pretended punishment to which they brought 
him, we will open that dreadful scene to your Lordships, 
and you will sce that it does not detract from his credit, but 
brings an eternal stain and dishonour upon the justice of 
Great Britain. I say nothing further of it. As he stood 
there-as he gave that evidence that day--that evidence 
was to be received. It stands good, and is a record against 
Mr. Hastings, with this addition-that he would not suffer it 
to be examined. He railed at his colleagues. He says, if C1large 

the charge was false t~ey wer~ guilty of It li~el. ~ 0: it may ~~!~;~t by 

be the effect of conspIracy; It may be pUDlshed 1D another ~~ aga;:~~st 
way, if it is false; but it is no libel. But the whole of this the Council. 

is to discountenance inquiry, to bring an odium upon his 
colleagues for doing their duty, and to prevent that inquiry 
which could alone clear his character. 

Mr. Hastings had forgotten the character which he had 
given of Nundcomar. He says that his colleagues knew and 
were perfectly well acquainted that he was" n wretch-the ~=~:a~f 
basest of mankind," Now here is the character Mr. Hastings ~ve~bYt 
gave of him when ,going to put him in the presidency. ill~;'. as-

I am to let your Lordships know, that you may under-
stand fully the purpose for which Mr. Hastings declared 
this, when he was going to place N undcomar in that situa-
tion, aU his Council, whom he stated himself to be under 
sUi!picion of being bought by Mohammed Reza Khan-all 
those persons with one voice cried out against Nundcomar; 
and, as Mr. Hastings was of the faction the most opposite to 
N undcomar, they charged him with direct inconsistency in 
raising N undcomar to that trust; which inconsistency 
Mr. Hastings could not repel any other way than by de-
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21 A~789. fending Nundcomar. The weight of their objections chiefly 
by to his political character; His moral cha1"act~r was not 
discussed in that proceeding. He says,-

"The President does not take upon him to vindicate the moral cha
racter of Nundcomar. [His sentiments of this man's former political 
conduct are not unknown to the Court of Directors, who he is per
suaded will be more inclined to attribute his present countenance of him 
to motives of zeal and fidelity to the service, in repugnance perhaps to his 
own inclinations, than to any predilection in his favour. He is very well 
acqnainted with most of the facts alluded to in the minute of the 
majority, having been a principal instrument in detecting them; never
theless, he thinks it but justice to make a distinction between the 
violation of a trust and an offence committed against our government 

,._. by a man who owed it no allegiance nor was indebted to it for protection, 
out, on the contrary, was the minister and actual servant of a m!lSter 
whose interest naturally suggested that kind of policy, which sought 
by foreign aids and the diminution of the power of the Company to raise 
his own consequence and to re-establish his authority. He has nel'er 
bccn charged with any instance of infidelity to the Nabob Mcer Jafiier, 
the constant terror of whose politics, from his first accession to the 
Nizamut till his death, corresponded in all points so exactly witL the 
artifices which wel'e detected in .his minister that they may be as fairly 
ascribed to the one as to the other. Their immediate object was beyond 
question the aggrandisement of the former, though the latter had ulti
mately an equal interest in their success. The opinion which the Nabob 
himself entertained of the services and of the fidelity of N'undcomar 
evidently appeared in the distinguished marks which he continued to 
shew .him of his favour and confidence, to the latest hour of his life. 
His conduct in the succeeding administration appears not only to have 
been dictated by the same principles; but, if we may be allowed to speak 
favourably of any measures which opposed the viell's of our own govern
ment and aimed at the support of an adverse interest, surely it was not 
only not culpable but even praiseworthy. He endeavoured, a.s appears 
by the abstracts before us, to give consequence to his master, and to 
pave the way to his independence by obtaining a firmaun from the King 
for his appointment to the Subaship; and he opposed the promotion of 
Mahomet Reza Cawn, because he looked upon it as a supereession of the 
rights and authority of the Nabob. He is now an absolute uependant 
nnd subject of the Company] on whose favour he must rest all his hopes 
of future advancement."· 

The character here given him is that of an excellent 
patriot'; a character that all your Lordships, in your several 
sitlllltitms, I\S you may be calle<l to them, will envy; the 
character of a servant who stuck to his master ngainst all 
foreign encroachments; who stuck to him to the last hour of 
his life, and had the dying testimony of his master to his 
services . 

• Minute of Mr. Hostings, 28th July. 1772.-Printed in the" Minutes of 
'the Evidence." p. 996. 
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'Vas Sir John Clavel'ing-was C~lonel l\fonson~was 21APR.I"tS9. 

Mr. Francis-to know that this man, of whom Mr. Hastings :rhc.90111)cil 

hOO given that character upon the records of the Company, ::;:'~~f~i,~gm 
was "the basest and vilest of mankind ?" No; they ought Nllndeomar. 

to have csteemed him the contrary. They knew him to 
be a man of rank; they knew him to be It. man, perhaptl, 
of the first capacity in the world; and they knew that 
Mr. Hastings had given this honourable testimony of him on 
the rccords of the Company but a very little time before; 
and there was no reason why they should think or know, as 
he expresses it, tpat he was "the basest and vilest of man-
kind." Therefore, from the account of Mr. Hastings, he 
was a person competent to accuse-a witness fit to be heard; 
and that is all I contend for. Mr. Hastings would not hear 
him; he would not suffer the charge he had produced to be 
examined into. 

It will appear to your Lordships that he employed him to Nlllldcomar 
• . [. h d f] d b h .. 1 approved by mqUll'C mto t e eon uct 0 an to e t e prmClpa manager ~r. Hast· 

of a prosecution against Mohammed Ueza Khan. Will you ~~~~:r .. trl"o' 
suffer thjs man to qualify and disqualify witnesses and prose- ~~~'tK;;'aCd 
cutors, agreeably to the purposes which his own vengeance and n. 

cOlTuption may dictate, in one part, and the defence of those 
corruptions may dictate ~n the other 1 "Was N undcomar a per-
son fit to be employed in the greatest and most sacred trusts 
in the country, and yet not fit to be It. witness to the sums of 
money which he paid Mr. Hastings for those trusts? 'Vas 
Nlmdcomar a fit witness to be employed and a fit person to 
be used in the prosecution of Mohammed Reza Khan, and 
yet not fit to be employed against Mr. Hastings, who 
himself had employed him in the very prosecution of 
Mohammed Reza Khan? If N undcomar was an enemy to 
Mr. Hastings he was an enemy to Mohammed Reza Khan; 
and Mr. Hastings employed him, avowedly and professedly, 
on the records of the Company, for the very qualification of 
that enmity. Was he "a wretch, the basest of mankind," 
when opposed to MJ.:. Hastings? 'Vas he not as much a 
wretch and as much the basest of mankind when Mr. Has-
tings .. employed him in the_ prosecution of the first magis-
trate and first Mohammedan in Asia? Mr. Hastings shall 
not qualify and disqualify men at his pleasure. He must 
accept them such as they are; and it is a presumption of 
his guilt, accompanying the charge, and which I never 
will separate from it, that he would not suffer the man to 
be produced who made the accusation. The accusation was 

VOL. II. D 
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111 APR.USD. so made, . so witnessed, so detailed, so specific, so entered 
- upon record, so entered upon record in consequence of the 

inquiries' and orders of the Company, that, that evidence 
standing upon that paper and in those records in witness 
against him of the corruptions charged in that paper, I 
contend that his refusal and rejection of inquiry into them 

'M¥. liiist- -
i ngs' a.ppre
hension for 
his dignity. 

is a presumption of his guilt. 
. He is fuU of the idea of his dignity. It is right for every 
man to preserve his dignity. There is a dignity of station 
which a man has in trust to preserve. There is a dignity of 
personal character which every man, by be~ng made man, is 
to preserve. But you see Mr. Hastings' idea of dignity has 
no connection with integrity; it has no connection with 
honest fame; it has no connection with the reputation which 
he is bound to· preserve. What, my Lords, did he owe 
nothing to the Company that had appointed him ? Did 
he owe nothing to the Legislature? Did he owe nothing to 
your Lordships, and to the House of Commons, who had 
appointed him? Did he owe nothing to himself?-to the 
country that bore him? Did he owe nothing to the world, 
and its opinion, to which every public man owes a reputation? 
What an example was here to hold out to the Company's 
servants! 

Hispretl!noo Mr. Hastings says, this may come into a court of justice: 
ofreservmg. ill' f" I d l' his defence It w come mto a court 0 Justtce :-" reserve my elence 
for a court h • '11" f' ti' d h of justice. on t e occasIon b It comes mto a court 0 JUS ce, an ere 

III efl'ect 
of example 
of quashing 
inquiry. 

I make no opposition to it." To this I answer, that the 
Company did not order him so to reserve himself, but 
ordered him to be an inquirer into those things. Is it a 
lesson to teach to the inferior servants of the Company, that, 
provided they can escape out of a court of justice by the 
back doors and sallyports of the law-by artifice of plead
ing-by those strict and rigorous rules of evidence which 
have been established for the protection of innocence, but 
which by them might be turned to the protection and 
support of guilt-that in that case they may escape, and 
that is enough for them ?-that an Old Bailey acquittal is 
enough to establish a fitness for tmst; and that, if a man 
shall go acquitted out of that court, because the judges are 
bound to acquit him against the conviction of their own 
opinion, when every man in the market-place knows that he 
is guilty, he is fit for a trust? 

Is it a lesson to hold out to the servants of the Company 
that, upon the first inquiry that is made into the first cor-
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ruption, by the persons authorised to inquire into it, he 21APR.1789. 

uses aU the powers of that trust to quash it, vilifying 
his colleagues, vilifying his accuser, abusing everybody, but 
never denying the charge? His associates and colleagues 
astonished at this conduct, so wholly unlike every thing that 
had ever appeared of innocence, request him to consider a 
little better. They declare they are not his accusers. They 
tell him they are p.ot his judges; that they, under the 
orders of the Company, are making an inquiry, which he 
ought to make. He declares he will not make it. He is 
then driven to the wall. He S8YS,-" why do you not form 
yourselves into a committee? I will not suffer these pro- His motive 
cee?ings to ~o 0.0, as lon~ as I am pres.ent." Mr. Hastings r~~~ to 
plainly had In VIew that, If the proceedmgs had been before fhe Council 
a committee, there would have been a doubt of their authen- ;~:::'~~ive9 
ticity, as not being before a regular Board; and he con- ~f~t!,c~r
tended that no regular Board could be without his own inquiry. 
presence in it. A poor, miserable, scheme for eluding this 
inquiry, partly by saying that it was carried on when he was 
not present, and partly by denying the authority of the Board. 

I have nothing to do with the great question that arose Dissolution 
upon that occasion, whether, a Governor General being C~~~~i1 by 

resolved to dissolve a Board, the Board have a right to ~~~nst. 
sit afterwards. It is enough that Mr. Hastings would 
not suffer them, as a Council, to examine into what, as a 
Council, they were bound to examine into. He absolutely 
declared the Council dissolved when they did not accept his 
committee; for which they had many good reasons, as I 
shall show in reply, if necessary, and which he could have 
no one good reason for proposing. He then declares the 
Council dissolved. 

The Council, who did not think Mr. Hastings had a Pel'Sistence 
t d· I h hil di' h d' h f"rtheCoun. power 0 ISS0 ve t em w e procee ng In t else arge 0 eil in the 

their duty; went on as a Council. They called in N undcomar inquiry. 
to support his charge: Mr. Hastings withdrew. Nundcomar Production 
was asked what he had to say further in support of his own ~:a~~1' 
evidence 1 Upon which he produces a letter from Munny ~~~~f . 

Begum-the dancing girl that I have spoken of-in which she ~eg~~, in
gives him directions and instructions relative to his conduct ~~';,;~~the 
in every part of those bribe~; by which it appears that the bribes. 

corrupt agreement was made in general for her office with 
Mr. Hastings, through Nundcomar, before he had quitted 
Calcutta. It points out the execution of it, and the manner 
in which every part of the s~ was paid; t.hat one lac was 

D2 
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21 APll.lj89. paiu by herself, in Calcutta; it lac which she oruered N uml
Amount of comaI' to borrow, and which hc did borrow for the payment 
the bribe. f M H-' dId h If h' 1 . . 0 r. astmgs; an a ac an a a w IC 1 were gIven to 

him, besides this purchase monE,ly, under colour of an 
entertainment. This letter was produced-translated
examined-criticisec1-proved to have the seal of the Begum 
--acknowledged to have no one mark any other than of 
authenticity npon it; and as such entered npon the Company's 
records, confirming !lnd supporting the evidence of Nund
comar, part by part and circumstance by circumstance. 
And I am to remark that this document, delivered in, hIlS 

___ p_~ver been litigated or controverted in the truth of it, from 
that day to this, by Mr. Hastings. So that, if there was no 
more, here is enough upon this business. 

~wo lacs Your Lordships will remark that -this charge consisted of 
given as • "-' 
direct bribe: two parts-two lacs that were given for the corrupt pur-
~~rr:~~ chase of the office, and one lac and a half, given in reality 
~:~~~"in- for the same purpose, but under the colour ot' what is called 
Cnntoo an entertainment. Now, in the course of these proceedings, 
~~~~~ sum- it was thought necessary that Mr. Hastings' banya, Can too 
~~foreJhe Baboo-a name your Lordships will be well acquainted 

cunc • with, and who was the minister in this and all the other 
transactions of Mr. Hastings-should be called before the 
Board, to: explain some circumstances in the proceedings. 
Mr. Hastings ordered his banya-a Dative-Dot to attend 
the sovereign Board appointed by Parliament for the govern
ment of thatcoulltry and for the inquiry into those transac-

Ordered by 
Mr. Hast
ings not to 
appear. 

tions. He taught ~he natives, not only to disobey the 
orders of the court of Directors, enforced by an Act of 
Parliament, but he taught his own servant to disobey, and 
ordered him Dot to appear before the Board. Quarrels, 
duels, and other mischief, arose upon it. In short, 1\11'. 
Hastings raised every power of heaven !lnd of hell upon this 
subject; but in vain-the inquiry went on. 

~rr. Hast· He does not meet Nundcomar; he was afraid of him. He 
lUgs prose- l' f h' de' 
Clites Nnnd- was not neg Igent 0 IS elence, for he flIes to the Supreme 
cOIn"rfor C I:T h td'" N d conspiracy. ourt. ::I.e t ere prosecu e an mqllll'yagamst Ull comar 

for a conspiracy; he failed in it. Then he attempted several 
other things, and disabled N undcomar from appearing before 
the Board by having him imprisoned, and he utterly crippled 
that part of the prosecution against him. But, as guilt is never 

~he.Col1ncil able thoroughly to escape, it did so happen that the Council-
instigated to fi d' d Ii' . - th B 'ffi . fi d' the h!quiry n mg monstrous e ClenCles III e egum s a aIrs, n lUg 
~~~,~';a;f- the Nawab's allowance all squandered-t.hat the most saCl"ed _ 
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l'cnsiollB in it were left unpaid-·that nothing but disorder and 21 APR. 1.89. 

confusion reigned in the whole-that the Nawab's education thc.NawaYs 
was neglected-that he could scarcely read or write.-that atrrurs. 

there was scarcely any mark of a man left in him, except those 
which nature had at first imprinted-all these abuses exist-
ing in a body before them, they sent up to inqnil'e into-
them. Mr. Hastings found that, this business being divided 
into two parts, the charge must come fully against him. He 
contrived a plan, which your Lordships will see the effects 
of presently, which was, to separate the lac and a half from 
the two lacs ~iven directly and specifically as a bribe, and, 
whenever any payment was to be proved of these two 
lacs, which he knew would be proved against him, and which 
he never did deny, he contrived this finesse [of diverting 
the inquiry to the lac and a half]. Accordingly, the proof 
of the money is somewhat different and .in some circum-
stances agreeing, and we shall bring before you the whole. 

The first part of the proof' of the two lacs, as I stated, is Proofs of the 

d N d d . h II h f d tribe of two prove by un comar--prove Wit ate means 0 etec- lacs. 

tiqn which I stat.ed. The next is Munny Begum's letter, 
the authenticity of which was established and never denied 
by lire -Hastingil. They next sent to inquire of Raja 
Goordass, who had the management of the Nawab's treasury. 
He verbally gave an account perfectly corresponding with 
that of Nnndcomar and the Munny Begum's letter. He 
then gives in writing an attestation, every point of which 
agrees correctly with the others. So that there are three 
witnesses upon this business. And he shall not disqualify 
Baja Goordass; because, whatever character he thought to 
give Nundcomar, he has given the best of characters to Raja 
Goordass. He was employed by him in occupations of 
tl"Ust; and, therefore, any objections to his competency could 
not exist; he has himself given every authenticity to the 
account. There can be no doubt of the truth of his attesta-
tion, and what he had before deposed by word of mouth; and, 
lastly, Mr. Hastings gives him a character establishing his 
credibility. 

Having got thus far, the only thing that remained was Proof of the 

to look into the offices, and Bee whether any trace Orrh~::!'!~~ 
them was to be found there. The offices were thrown a half lac. 

into confusion in the manner you will hear; but, upon a 
t'trict inquiry, there was an office paper produced, called 1)y 
some persons a warrant, though it is of another nature-·a 
treasul'Y warrant, in which it appcard that one lac and a half 
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21A~789. of this money was desired to be brought to the Nawab by 
the officers of the treasury, and a question was asked of him, 
" To what account am I to enter this money which I gave 
to Mr. Hastings?" To which he says, "Write it off to 
expense." If there had been a head of entertainment esta
blished as a regular affair, the officer would never have gone 
to the Nawab and asked under what name to enter it; but 
he found an irregular affair, which he did not know what 
head to put under, and accordingly it is written off, " A lac 
and half given to Mr. Hastings, to expense." All the 
original proceedings-every one of them-carry it that there 
are three lacs and a half; two lacs by way of bribe, one lac 
and a half under the colour of an entertainment. 

~ndeaV'our-~ --:Mr. Hastings endeavours to invalidate the first obliquely, 
of Mr. H8St- di 1 Phd . d' d 1 dmi h iugs to con- not rect y, lor e never erne It; an part y to a t t e 
~~~:.!~:. second, in hopes that all the proof of payment of the first 
actions. charge should be merged and confounded in the second. 

And, therefore, your Lordships will see, from the beginning 
of that business till it came into the hands of Mr. Smith, bis 
agent, then appearing in the name and character of agent 
and solicitor to the Company, that this was done to give 
some appearance and colour to it by a false representation, • 
as your Lordships will see, of every part of the transaction. 
These were the proofs of the business of the two lacs-the 
evidence of Nundcomar, the letter of Munny Begum, the 
evidence of Raja Goordass. 

Further The evidence of the lac and a half by way of entertain-
proofs of his fi h d aft b' . f receipt of ment was at rst t e same; an, er, egms R series 0 

~h~..i'rf~:'d proofs, which Mr. Hastings, instead of endeavouring to 
prevent or to batHe, has himself helped us to. For, in the 
first place, this office paper is produced as if it were in 
support of that division, to establish that head; and he did 
not himself resist that he received a lac and a half, because 
upon that lac and a half he had founded some principle of 
justification. Accordingly this office paper asserts and proves 
this lac and a half to be so given, in addition to the other 

Commission pl·oofs. Then Munny Begum herseJfis inquired of. There 
t~PM~~~t- is a comI~lission ~ppointed to go .up. ~r. Hastings obje~ts to 
!ngll to Mr. Gormg's eVidence upon thiS occaSion, and, accordmgly, 
mqUlroof d ., him If. ... ,,- G' h d . 1I1unny he sen s up a commission se. .lUr. ormg a given 
Begum. direct evidence that the Begum had put a paper of accounts 

out of her hand, through her son, into his-which evidence 
shall be given at your Lordships' bar-in which she 
expressly said thnt she gave him a lac and a half for. enter_ 
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tronment. Then he appoints another inquiry. He wanted to 21APR.1789. 

supersede Mr. Goring in the inquiry, and he appoints, with Secondiu

the consent of the Council, two creatures of his own to go ~i!tirYtidu-b 
d · h" d h . h lue y an 88818t upon t at inqUIry; an t e question e puts to hipl. 

them in that inquiry is this,-
" Was the Bum of moner, charged by you to be given to Mr. Hastings, 

given as an idea of entertainment customary, or upon what other ground, 
or upon what other reason 1" 

He desires the following questions may be proposed to the ~~~~:rbY 
Begum:- ~~~the 

" Was any application made to you for the account, which you have 
delivered, of three lacs Bnd a half of rupees, said to have been paid to the 
Governor and Mr. Middleton; or did you deliver the account of your 
own free will and unsolicited?" 

My Lords, you see that, with regard to the whole three 
lacs and a half of rupees, she had given an account which 
tende<1 to confirm it; but Mr. Hastings wanted to invalidate 
that account, by supposing that she gave it under constraint. 

The second question is,-
" In what manner was the application made to you, and by whom? 

But the great one is this-
" On what account was the one lac and a half given to the Gover

nor General, which you have laid to his account? Was it in conse
quence of any requisition from him, or of any previous agreement, or 
of any established usage 7" 
'Vhen a man asks, concerning a sum of money charged to 
be given to him from a person by another person, on what 
account it was given, he does indirectly admit that that 
money actually Was paid, and wants to derive a justification 
concerning the mode of the payment of it. And, accord- Tdhe ft,!"t olf 
• I h' . h h . fi d onalOUO mg y, t at questIon was sent up Wit t at In erence, an theoneaud 

d . . M B d h a halflac serve as an Instruction to unny egum; an er answer admit-ted by 

was, that it was given to him as an ancient usage and the Begum. 

custom, as an entertainment. So that the fact of the gift of 
the money is ascertained by the question put by Mr. 
Hastings to her, and her answer. That establishes two 
things; first, that I!he had originally asserted that she had 
given that sum; second, that, Mr. Hastings supposing she 
had asserted it and asking why she gave it-she says, as an 
entertainment. And thus at lnst comes his aceomplice in this 
business, and gives the fullest testimony to the lac and a half. 

There were other witnesses examined upon this business. 
I must beg leave, before I go further, to state the circum- Wiht!'""'J8ed 

f I . T·h f ki d examlU IUJ stances 0 t lose several WItnesses. ey were 0 two n s to the 

Ita ' dhd' f Ii bribes. -yo un ry Witnesses, an t e etectIon 0 accomp ces, 
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21 Arn.17S9. forced by inquit·y and examination to discover their own 
guilt. Of the first were Nundcomar and Raja Goordass. 
These were the only two that can be said to be voluntary in 
the business, and who gave that information without much 
fear; though the bst unwillingly, and with a full sense of 
the danger of doing it. 

The other was the evidence of his accomplice, Munny 
Begum, wrung from her by the force of truth, and by which she 
confessed that she gave the lac and a half. She denies giving 
anything more. She admits giving the lac and a half, and jus
tities it upon the idea of its being a customary entertainment. 

iherribeof This is the evidence of which there remains but one part, 
R~ve':ft.v that is the evidence of Chittendur, who was one of -Mr. 
Chittendur's H t' •. tr t d f h B ' e\'idcnCOo as mgs IDS umen S, an one 0 t e egum s servants. 

He, upon being examined and prepared to confound the two 
lacs with the one lac and a half, says that a lac and a. half 
was given. Then they examine into the particulars of it, 
and he proves that the sum he gave was two lacs, and not 
a lac and a half; for he says that there was a dispute abou t 
the other half lac. Nundcomnr demanded interest, which 
the Begum was unwilling to allow, and, consequently, that 
half lac remained unpaid. Now that half lac is no part of 
the lac and a half, which is admitted on all hands, and proved 
hy the whole body of concurrent testimony, to be given to 
Mr. Hastings in one lumping sum. When Chittendur 
en(leavours to confound it with the lac and a half, he clearly 
establishes that it was a l)arcel of that two lacs; of which he 
bore evidence,- in attempting to prevaricate in favour of 
Mr. Hastings, that the one lac and a half was paid-which 
he is willing to allow; but, when he comes to justify it and 
to enter into the particulars of it, he proves, by the sub
division of the payment which was made, nnd the nonpaymcnt, 
that it accords with two lacs and not with the lac and a half. 

AcculIlu- There are other circumstances in these accounts highly 
~~\~~l~~. auxiliary to this evidence. The lac and a half was not only 

attested by Raja Goordass-by the Begum-by Chittendur
by the Begum again, upon Mr. H Rstings' own question; 
indirectly admitted by Mr. Hastings; proved by the orders 
for it to be written off to expense-such a body of proof as 
perhaps never existed; but there is one proof still remaining, 

rrooffrom namely, a paper which was produced to the committee, and 
3~1~.?eI:ny which we shall prodnce to your Lordships. It is an au~ 
~:~~':i. then tic paper, delivered in favour of Mr. Hastings by Mnjor 

Scott~ who acted at that time as Mr. Hnstings' agent to a 
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committee of the House of Commons, and aut.henticated to ~l APR. 1789. 

come from Munny Begum herself. A.ll this body of evi-
dence we mean to produce. The first is, in my opinion, 
satisfactory th"t he received the two lncs; that he received 
one lac a.nd a half under the name of entertainment; and 
that all the rest clearly follows. With regard to the luc 
and a half, Mr. Hastings is so far from controverting it, 
even indirectly, that he is obliged. to establish it by testi-
monies prodnced by himself, in order to sink in that, if be 
can, the two lacil which he thinks he is not able to justify, 
anel which he fears will be proved against him. The lac and 
a half I do believe he will not be advised to contest; but, 
whether he is or not, we shall load him with it; we shall 
prove it beyond all doubt. 

But there are other circumstanccs, auxiliary in this busi
ness, which, fl'om the very attempts to conceal them, prove 
beyond doubt the fraudulent and wicked nature of the trans
action. One lao appears upon the account given by the 
Begum-tho lac which is for Mr. Hastings' entertainment, 
which is entered in a suspicious neighbourhood; for there is 
thcre entered a lac of rupees paid for the subahdari san
nads to the Mogul through the Raja Shitab Roy. When 
we look at these, the first thing we find is that, comparing it 
with another paper produced, this woman charges the sum 
paid to be a. sum due, and then she charges that to be paid 
when the Mogul was in the hands of the Mahrattas, when 
all co~munieation with him was stopped, and when Raja 
Shitab Roy, who is supposed to have paid it, was under con
finement in the hands of Mr. Hastings. Thus she endeavours 
to conceal the lac of rupees paid to Mr. Hastings. 

In order to make the thing clear to your Lordships, as fromiseofa. 

tl t .. d b h" b .. Ie· syllabus of Ie ransactlon IS ma e y 1m, ut not lD Itse 1, 1U some the proof of 
degree intricate, we pledge ourselves to give to your Lord- the charge •• 

ships, and which must be a. great advantage to the culprit 
himself, a syllabus-a head-of all the charge and the proof 
itself, and a clear head of reference to show how far the 
pl'Oof goes to the two lacs, and then to the one lac' and no 
half singly. This we shall put in writing, that you may 110t 
depend upon the fugitive memory of a thing not so well per· 
haps or powerfully expressed as it ought to be. But, in 
order to give every ndvantageto the defendant-in order to 
give every advantage to your Lordships' judgment-we will 
~ive in, along with our evidence, a clear head of reference to 
It, which will, I believe, be thought a clear and fair way of 
proceeding. 
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lIIAP&.1789. Your Lordships will judge whether or no the presump
~resump- tions from Mr. Hastings' conduct at the time, in resisting an 
!'r";J'Jt1:Om inquiry, by preventing his servant appearing as an evidence
~!l8St: by discountenancing and discouraging his colleagues-by 
duct.

con 
raising every obstruction to the prosecution-dissolving the 
the Council-preventing evidence and destroying all in his 
power by collateral means-whether that is not a presump
tive proof that gives double force to all the proof we produce 

The custom against him. This lac and a half, I know, he means to 8Up-
of presents h f . I· I· h did for ente.... port upon t e custom 0 entertamment. t IS P am e 80 ; 
=~~aa and your Lordships will be able to judge whether or no a 
a screen. man who was ordered and had covenanted never to take 

more than 4001., could take 16,0001. under colour of an 
entertainment. I will show your Lordships that what he 
intends to produce as a justification, that we charge, and 
that your Lordships and the world will think, the heaviest 
aggravation of his crime. And, when I have given that to 
your Lordships and left the just impression of that upon 
your minds, I shall beg your Lordships' indulgence to finish 
this member of the business to morrow. 

C~rcUIll' I have just to state to your Lordships l\Ir. Hastings' 
~nN;':..hich business when he took ] 6,000l. for his entertainment. It 
the enter-. d h d h ·d . f·· tairunellt IS entere t ere, an t e eVl ence gIven 0 It IS an enter-
WM given. tainment provided for him at the rate of 200/. a day; that 

he staid at Moorshadabad for near three months, at an 
expense of 2001. a day. You will see that, by Mr. Hastings 
receiving 2001. a day for a visit, visits fro!11 Mr. Hastings 
are pretty expensive things :-73,000l. a year for an enter
tainment for ·]\fr. Hastings! ,Ve find that Mr. Middleton, 
an English gentleman, along with him, had received likewise, 
whether under the same pretence I know not and it does not 
signify, another sum equal to it. And if these two gentlemen 
had staid in that country, their several allowances would have 
been 146,0001. a year, ·out of the Nawab's allowance of 
160,OOO~ a year: they would have eaten up the whole of it. 
Do YOJlwonder that such guests and such hosts are difficult 
to be divided? Do you wonder that such visits, when so 
well paid for and well provided for, were naturally long? 
There is hardly a prince in Europe who would give to 
another prince of Europe, from his royal hospitality, what 
was given upon this occasion to Mr. Hastings. 

~bjr~ ~~'is What was Mr. Hastings'business during this Jongprotracted 
;::::villoe ~ visit? First, he tells you that he came there to reduce all 
~=. the state and dignity of the N awab. He tells you that he 

felt no compunction in reducing that state; that the elephantlS 
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-the menagerie-the stables-all went without mercy, and 111 Al'B.1789. 

all the persons concerned in them. He was there to re- -
trench expenses. He turned out every person dependent 
upon Mohammed Reza Khan, but he says,-

nI proceeded with great pain, in the reflection that I was theJnstrument 
in depriving whole families, all at once, of their bread, and reducing them 
to a state of penury. Convinced of the necessity of the measure, I 
endeavoured to execute it with great impartiality."" 

Here he states the work he was employed in when he 
took this 2001. a day for his pay,-

.. It was necesea.ry to begin with reforming the household servants of 
the court, and retrenching the idle parade of elephants, menageries, &c., 
which loaded the civil list. This cost little regret in performing, bqt the 
President who took upon him the chief share in this business acknow· 
ledges he suffered considerably in his feelings when he came to touch on 
the pension list; some hundreds of persons of the ancient nobility ot 
the country excluded under Our government from almost all employ. 
ments, civil or milita.ry, had. ever since the revolution depended upon 
the bounty of the Nabob; and near ten lacks were bestowed that way. 
It is not that the distribution was always made with judgment or im· 
partial, and much room was left for a reform; but when the question 
waS to cut off entirely the greatest part, it could not fail to be accom~ 
Danied with circumstances of real distress. The President declares that, 
even witqsome of the highest rank, he could not avoid discovering, 
under all the pride of eastern manners, the manifest marks of penury 
and want. There was, however, no room left for hesitation; to confine 
the Nabob's expenses within the limited sum it was necessary that 
pensions should be set aside," 

There is a man sent to .execute one of the most dreadful Withdt:a.wal 

h 
.. . of penSIons 

offices t at was ever executed by man-to cut off, as he says fr0n:t~he 
himself, with a bleeding heart, the only remaining allowance nobility •• 

made for hundreds of decayed nobility and gentry of a great 
kingdom, driven- by our government from the offices upon 
which they existed. In this moment of anxiety andafBic-
tion, when he says he felt pain and was cut to the heart to 
do it, at this very moment, when he was turning over fourteen 
hundred of the ancient nobility and gentry of this country 
to downright want of bread, just at that moment while he 
was doing this act, and feeling this act in. this manner, from 
the collected morsels forced from the mouths of that indigent 
and famished nobility he gorged his ravenous maw with an 
allowance of 2001. a. day for his entertainment. This man is 

• Minute of Mr. Hastings, 25th January, 1773.-Printed in the Appendix to 
&he " Minutes of the Evidence," p. 423. . 

t General Letter to the Court of Directors, 10th Novemberj 1772.-Printed 
as above, p. 421. 
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21 Al'll.1789. unlike any others. He is never corrupt but he is cmel. He 
- never dines without creating a famine. He does not take 

from the loose superfluity of standing greatness, but he falls 
upon the inuigent, the oppressed and ruined; he takes from 
them double what would maintain them. Not like the 
generous rapacity of the noble eagle who preys upon a living, 
struggling, reluctant, equal, prey. No; he is like the ra· 
venous vulture who falls upon the decayed, the sickly, the 
dying and the dead, and anticipates nature in the destruction 
of its object. His cruelty is beyond his corruption. Therc 
is something in his hypocrisy which is more terrible than his 
cruelty. For, at the very time when, with a double and 
unsparing hand, he sometimes executes a proscription and 
sometimes sweeps off the food of hundreds of the nobility and 
gentry of a great country, his eyes overflow with tears, and 
he turns the precious balm that bleeds from wounded humllr 
nity and is its best medicine into a deadly, rancorous, mortal, 
poison to the human race. . 

You see that, when he takes 200l. a day for hi!! entertain
ment, he tells you that, in the very act in which he is doing 
that, he was starving fourteen hundred of the ancient nobility 
and gentry. My Lords, you have the blood of nobles-if 
not, you have the blood of men-in your veins. You feel 
as nobles-you feel as men. What should you say to a 
cruel Mogul exactor were you all driven from your estates
d1'iven from the noble offices, civil and military, you hold
driven from your bishoprics-driven from your places at 
court-driven from your offices as judges-from all mili
tary situations, and, at, last, left a miserable stock of pen
sioners, to have those pensions wrested from your mouths; 
while, at the very time when you had those pensions 
wrested from you-which that man himself declares to be 
the only bread of that miserable, decayed, nohility-he takes 
himself 200l. a day for his entertainment, which is continued 
till it amounts to 16,0001.? I do think that of the corrup
tions which he has not owned but which he has not denied, 
or of those which he does in effect own and bring forward 
the evidence of himself-the two lacs standing unaccom
panied with any other circumstances-those which be has 
claimed and taken under colour of an entertainment are 
ten times the most nefarious part of the proceedings. 

Tlte trailS- ,I shall this day trou ble your Lordships with no more than this 
~~¥~~;cr -that your Lord::;hips will observe one circumstance-that 
!dr. Hast- he has never directly denied one word of this transaction. He 11lgs. -
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did not deny it at the time: he did not deny it to the court 21 APR. 1789. 

of Dircctortl. On the contrary, he did in effect acknowledge -
it, when, without directly acknowledging it, he promised 
them a full and liberal explanation.of the whole transaction. 
He never did give that explanation. He is driven to resign, 
yet he never once denies this fact. I have. tumbled over 
the records-I have looked at every part, to see whether 
he denied it. Parliament took up this business. This 
matter was reported at the end of the Eleventh Report. 
He took no notice (if it when the House of Commons re-
]lorted it, and made that public which before was upon the 
Company's recordtl. Then another time comes. He comes 
before the House of Commons. He knows he is prosecuted 
for these very corruptions. He well knows these charges 
exist against him. He comes before the House of Com-
mons; makes his defence-if he will allow it to be hii! 
defence. There he has not denied it. That was the time 
when he was driven to deny it; but, knowing that, if he had 
denied it, it could be proved upon him wheu we brought it 
in the House of Commons, he appeared there at our bar 
and he did not deny it there. 1 desire your Lordships will 
look at that paper which we have given in evidence and see 
if you find a word of denial of it. There is much discourse, 
much folly, much insolence, but not one word of denial. 
Then, at last, it came in judgment against him. I desire to 
refer you to that part of the defence to the Article in which 
this is specifically charged. He does not deny it there. 
The only thing which.Jooks like a denial is one sweeping 
clause, in order to put us upon the proof of it-that they 
are to be conceived all as denied: but a specific denial to 
this specific charge, in no stage of the business from begin-
ning to end, has he once made. And, therefore, with this I 
close that part of the charge upon this business of Nund-
cornaro You will see such a body of presumptive proof and 
positive proof as never was given yet of any secret, corrupt, 
net of bribery: and there I leave it with your Lordships' 
justice. I beg pardon for having detained you so long, but 
your Lordships ,vill be so good as to observe that no busi-
ness ever was covered with more floods of iniquitous artifice 
than this which is now brought before you. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RT. 
HON; EDMUND BURKE, MANAGER FOR THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, IN OPENING THE SIXTH 
ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO 
PRESENTS; 25 .APRIL, 1789. 

25ApR.l~89. My LORDs,-When I last had the honour of addressing 
your Lordships, I endeavoured to state to you, with as much 
perspicuity as the nature of an intricate affair would admit, 
and as largely as was consistent with the brevity which, in 
so intricate an affair, I endeavoured to preserve, the proofs 
which had been adduced against Warren Hastings, upon an 
inquiry, instituted by an order of the court of Directors, into 
the corruption and peculation of persons in authority in 
India. 

My Lords, I have endeavoured to show you by presump· 
tions before that proof, drawn from the nature and circum
stances of the acts themselves inferring guilt, that such 
actions and such conduct could be referable only to one 
cnuse-namely, corruption. I endeavoured to show you 
afterwards, my Lords, what the specific nature and extent 
of the corruption was, as far as it could be fully proved; 
and, lastly, the great, satisfactory, presumption which attemled 
the inquiry with regard to Mr. Hastings, namely, that, 
contrary to law, contrary to his duty, contrary to what is 
owed by innocence to itself, Mr. Hastings resisted that in
quiry, and employed all the power of his office to prevent 
the exercise of it, either in himself or in others. These 
presumptions and these proofs will be brought before your 
·Lordships, distinctly and in parts, at the end of this opening. 

The next point oil which I have thought it necessary to 
proceed was relative to the presumptions which his subse
quent conduct gave with regard to his guilt. Because, my 
Lords, an uniform tenor of conduct, such as must attend 
guilt, both in the act, at the t.ime of the inquiry, and subse
quent to it, will form such a body of satisfactory evidence as 
I believe the human mind is not made to resist. 

My Lords, there is another reason why I choose to enter 
into the presumpt.ions drawn from his conduct and the fact) 
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taking his conduct in two parts, if it may be so expressed,I5APB.1789. 
omission and commission-in order that your Lordships should -
more fully enter into the consequences of this system of 
bribery. But, before I say anything upon that, I wish your Exten~ of 

Lordships to be apprised that the Commons, in bringing this ~e,,!'~~y 
bribe of three lacs and a half before your Lordships, do not ~~~':t ~t 
wish by any means to have it understood that this is the ~m and a 
W hole of the bribe that was received by Mr. Hastings, in acs. 

consequence of delivering up the whole management of the 
government of the country to that improper person whom 
be nominated for it. My Lords, there will be proof adduced 
before you that there is a great probability that he received 
very near a hundred thousand pounds. There is a proof of 
his receiving fifty: but we have chosen only to charge him 
with that upon which there is such an accumulated body of 
proof as to leave no doubt upon the minds of your Lordships. 
This I say, because we must be perfectly apprised of the 
temper of the public in that respect-that, when they hear of 
the enormity of Indian peculation-when they see the acts 
done and compare them with the bribes received-the acts 
seem so enormous and the bribes comparatively so small 
that they. can hardly be got to attribute them to that motive. 
All I mean to state is this, that-from the collective view of 
the subject. your Lordships will be able to judge that some 
enormous offence has been committed, and that the proof 
we give is a specimen of the nature and extent of that enor-
mous bribe, which extends to much greater sums than we 
are able to prove, in the manner your Lordships would like 
and expect, before YOlL 

Mter this charge was brought and recorded before the A defence of 

C i1 • . f h' h '''''- H' d his conduct ounc , lD spIte 0 t e reSIstance t at JUL". astmgs mil. e,!n o~posing 
employing all the power and authority of his station and ~~';:f!t;y 
the whole body of his partizans and associates in iniquity, ~ Hast
dispersed through every part of these provinces-after he had . 
taken all these steps, finding that he was pressed by the proof 
and pressed by the presumption of his resistance to it, he 
did think it necessary to make something like a defence; 
and, accordingly, he has made what he calls a justification. 
'Vhich defence did not consist in the denial of that fact 
or any explanation of it, but the mode he took for his defence His.abuse 

was abuse upon his colleagues, abuse upon the witnesses, r~~l
and every person who in the execution of his duty was 
inquiring into the fact, and charging them with things 
which, if true, were by no means sufficient to support him in 
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25 APn.17S9. his acts or in the criminal means he used in preventing 
inquiry into them, but to mislead their minds-to earryt1wm 
from the accusation and the proof of it to the circumstance 
of the passion, violence and intemperate heat, with which he 
charged them. They were proceeding in an orderly, regular, 
manner; .and, if on any occasion they seemed to break out 
into warmth, it was in consequence of that resistance he 
made to them in one of the most important parts of their 
functions, as I believe your Lordships will agree with them in 
thinking it was. If they had been intemperate in their conduct, 
if they had been violent, passionate, prejudiced against him, 
it would have afforded him only a better means of making 
his defence. Because, though, ip. a. rational and judicious 
mind, the intemperate conduct of the accuser certainly makes 
nothing with regard to the truth or falsehood of his accusa
tion, yet we do know that the minds of men are so constitnted 
that an improper mode of conducting a right thing does 
form some degree of prejudice against it. And, therefore, 
Mr. Hastings, having nothing to defend upon principle, has 
resorted as much as he possibly could to prejudice; and, at 
the same time that there is not one word of denial or the 
least attempt at a. refutation of that charge, he has loaded 
the records with all manner of minutes, proceedings and 
letters, relative to everything but the subject. The great 
aim of his policy, both then, before, and ever since, was to 
divert the 'mind of the auditory, or the persons to whom 11e 
addressed himself, from the nature of his cause to some 
collateral circumstance relative to it-a policy he has always 
had recourse to. But thnt trick, the last resource of de
spairing guilt, I trust will now completely abandon him. 

But Mr. Hastings began to be pretty sensible that this 
way of proceeding must. have a very unpromising and 

Decla.res he untoward look. For whIch reason he declru'ed that he 
:'::. his l'eservedhis defence, for fear of a legal prosecution, and 

that sometime he would give a large and liberal explanation 
to the 'court of Directors, to whom he was answerable for 
his conduct for his refusing to suffer the iuquiry to go 011-

for his omitting to give them satisfaction at the time-for his 
omitting to take anyone natural step that an innocent man 
would have taken upon such an occasion. Under that 
promise he has remained from that time to the time you 
see him at your bar; and he has neither denied, apologised 
for, exculpated or explained, his conduct in anyone single 
instance. 
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The causes why he should have given the explanation 25APa.l'iS9. 

grew stronger and stronger after the business had ended; In~lg 
lor not only the ~harg?s exhibited against him w~re ,,:eig?ty, =;If~~ 
but the munner m whIch he was called upon to mqUlre mto explaining 
them was such as would undoubtedly tend to stir the mind his conduct. 

of a man, to rouse him to some consideration of himself 
nnd the neceBBities of his defence. Because Mr. Hastings, 
while he accuses the intemperance of his adversaries, shows 
a degree of temperance in himself which always attends 
guilt in despair. For struggling guilt may be warm, but 
guilt that. is desperate has nothing to do but to submit to 
the consequence of it,- to bear the infamy annexed to its 
situation, and to try to find some consolation in the effects of 
guilt with regard to private fortune, for tbe scandal it is 
exposed to in public reputation. He was goaded to make a 
defence by the words I shall read to your Lordships from 
Sir John Clavering:-

" In the late proceedings of the Revenue Board it will appear that Miunte of 
there is no species of peculation (rom which the honourable Governor Sir .J. Cia-
General has thougM it reasonable to abstain." * ~~~g 

him with 
He futther says, in answer to Mr. Hastingil,- peculation • 

.. The malicious view with which this inuendo"-an inuendo of 
Mr. Hastings-CO is thrown out, is only worthy of a man who, having 
disgraced himself in the eyes of every man of honour both in Asia 
and in Europe, and having no imputation to lay to our charge, has dared 
to attempt in the dark what malice itself could not find grounds to aim 
at openly." 

These are the charges which were made upon him, not 
loosely in the heat of conversation, but deliberately in 
writing entered upon l'ecord, and sent to his employers the 
court of Directors-those whom the law had set over him, 
and to whose judgment and opinion he was responsible. Do 
your Lordships believe that it was conscious innocence that 
made him endure such reproaches, so recorded, from his own 
colleague ? Was it conscious innocence tbat made him 
abandon his defence, renounce his explanation, and bear 
all this calumny-if it was calumny-in such a manner, 
without making anyone attempt to refute it? 

Your Lordships see, by this and by otber minutes with Guilt in· 

which the bookS are :6.lled, that Mr. Hastings is charged t..~~m 
ings' pas-

---------------------------------------------
• Extract of Minute or General CIavering. Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, 

5th May. 1775.-Printed in the Eleventh :Repon from the Select Committee, 
Appendix It. L 

VOl. IL E 
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211 Al'B.1789, quite to the brim with every mode of possible disgrace. For 
livc;';;; there is something so base and contemptibl(l in the crimes of 
~h~:e~~e peculation and bribery, that, when they come to be urged 

homely and IItrongly to It man, as here they are urged, 
nothing but a consciousnesl\ of guilt can possibly make him 
bear up under them. Mr. Hastings considered himself, as 
he has stated, ~nder the necessity of bearing them. What 
is that necessity? Guilt! To say that Sir John Clavering 
wne Po man-for 1 say nothing now of Colonel Monson and 
Mr. Francis;whQ were joined with him-weak and con-

Hi~h cha-. teJDptible I I believe there are those amopg your Lordships 
?"6r:V~~i~~ who remember that Sir John Clavering was known before 

he went abroad, and better known by his conduot lifter, to 
be It man of the mOllt distinguished honour that ever served 
his Majellty. He served his. Majesty in It military Ilituation 
for many years, and afterwards in that high civil situation. 
It is known, that, through every "step and grttdation of a high 
military service until he arrived at one of the highest of aU, 
there never was the least blot, or doubt, or suspicion, of his 
character; that his temper, for the most part, and his manner!! 
were fully answerable to his virtues and a noble ornament 
to them; that he was one of the best natured, best bred men, 
as well as one of the highest principled men, to be found in 
his Majesty's service J that he had passed almost the middle 
time of life, and come to an age which makes men wise in 
general-that they "houid be warmed by pothing but that 
noble indignation at guilt, which is the last thing that ever 
was Or will be el(tinguished in a virtuous mind. He was a 
man whose voice WaS not to be despiE'ed. But if his cha~ 
racter had been personaUy as conteJDptible as it was 
meritorious and honourp.ble in e"very :respect, yet his situa
tion as a. commis!3ioner, pamed by ~n Act of parliament 
for the express purpose of reforming India, gave him !l, 

weight and consequence that could pot suffer Mr. Hastings, 
without a general and strong presumption of his guilt, to 
acquiesce in such recorded minutes from him. But if he had 
been all this; if he had been that weak-if he had been 
that intemperate-man, who in reality was as cool, steady. 
temperate, judicious, It man ~s eVer w~s born-supposing he 
had· bElen so. the court of Directors, to whom, Mr, Hastings 

Conduct of 
Sir J. CIa
vering ap
proved by 
the Di
rectors. 

was responsible by every tie and every principle, and was 
made responsible at last by a positive Act of· Parliament 
obliging him to yield obedience to their commands, as the 
general rule of his duty-the court of Directors Jlerfectll 
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approved every part of' General Clavering's, Colonel1\!onson's 25 .4.p~.1789. 
and Mr. Francis'; conduct. They approved this inquiry which -
Mr. Hastings rejected, and they have declared,-

" That the power and instructions vested in and given to General 
Clavering and the other gentlemen were such as fully authorized them 
in every inquiry that seems to have been their object 
Europeans."'" 

Now, after the supreme authority to which they:were to 
appeal in all their disputes had passed this judgment upon 
this very inquiry, it no longer depended upon Mr. Hastings; 
nor could he be longer justified in attributing that to evil 
motive8, either of malice or passion; in his colleagues. When 
the judges who were finally to determine who was malicious 
-who was passion/:l.te-who was or was not justified, either 
in.setting on foot the inquiry or resisting it;-;..when they had 
passed that judgment, then Mr. Hastings was called upon 
by all the feelings of a man-in Council, called upon by his 
duty-to give satisfaction to his masters, the Directors, who 
approved of' the zeal and diligence of that inquiry, the 
passion of which he only reprobated, and upon which he 
grounded his justification, 

If' any' thing but conscious guilt could possibly influence 
him to sqch mOfe than patience under this accusation, it was 
that, when General Clavering, fatigued by the miseries of his 
situation, and having lost a very' able and affectionate col
league, Colonel Monson, whom Mr. Hastings states to be 
one of the bitterest of' his accusers~a man, one Of the most 
loved and honoured of his time-a person of your Lordships' 
noble blood, and a person who did honour to it-and, if be 
had been of the family of a commoner, well deserving to be 
raised to your distinction; when that man died-died of a 
broken heart, to say nothing else-when General Clavering, 
feeling himself in a manner without help, except what he 
derived from the firmness, assiduity and patience, of Mr. 
Francis, sinking like himself under the exertion of hIs own 
virtues, was resolved to resign· his employment-the court 0f~stg!ln 
of Directors was so alarmed at this attempt of his to resign ~ec\o~s~Sir 
bis employment that they wrot(:l thus :- fti;!a::!; to 

"When you conceived the design Qf 'l.uitting our service we imagine resign. 
you could not have heard of the resignation of Mr. IJastings • • • • 
your zeal and ability." 

• This and tbe folloWing-'plipers "reieiTea lO'Iilive· ilot"lieerifowid·in" the 
Minutes of the Evidence, no\, in the Reports of the Committees on the affairs 
of InWa. "". . " 

E 2 
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68 Openmg of the Sixth Cltarge--:Presents: 

My Lords, in this struggle and before he could resign 
finally, another resignation-the resignation of nature-took 
place, and Sir John Clavering died.- Then Mr. Hastings 
came to full power. The character that was given to Sir 
John Clavering at that time is a seal to the whole of his 
proceedings. and the use th1t I shall m"ke of it your Lord
ships will see presently. 

"The abilities of General Clave:ing, the comprehensive knowledge he 
had attained of our aft'ail'l • • • • • • • • • 
to the East India Company." 

And never had it a greater loss. There is the concluding 
funeral oration made by his masteril, upon a strict though by 
no means partial view of his conduct. My Lords, here is 

Weigllt,or the man who is the great accuser of Mr. Hastings, as he 
~~~~~t- says. What is he? a light man? a man of mean situation? 
ings. a man of mean talents? a man of mean character? No; of 

the highest character. 'Vas he a perilon whose conduct was 
disapproved by their common superiors? No; approved 
when living and ratified when dead. This is the man whom 
Mr. Hastings abuses upon the supposed impropriety of his 
conduct. This was the mau-a man equal to him in every 
respect-upon the supposed evil motives of whom was 
founded the sole justification of Mr, Hastings. But be it 
then that Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. 
Francis, were all of them the evil-minded persons that be 
describes them, and that, from dislike to them-from a kind 
of manly' resentmen~, if you please, against such persons-a 
hatred against malicious proceedings and a defiance of them
for that period of time, and while oppressed by that combi
nation he states, he did not think proper to make his defence. 

Persistence Then, upon every principle of prudence and dignitv, afterwards, 
or Mr. Hast- h h 'd f h d h ~ M F ' j~ in ~ W en e got rIot ose two persons, an w en r. ranCls 
~~r~?~~;n was nothing, when the whole majority was in his hand, and 
~n ~the,m""th there was a large, open, full, field for inquiry, he was bound to 
Jorl.fm e ,. h' , d I h' h b l' h' Council. remsbtute t at mqUIry, an to c ear IS c aracter elore IS 

judges and before his masters. Mr. Hastings says "no; 
they have threatened me with 110 prosecution, and I reserve 
myself for a court of justice." 

Now Mr, Hastings has taken a ground, as you will see 
from all his writings, which will make all explanation of his 

• The death of Sir John Clavering took plat'e in the month of August 1777, 
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conduct in this absolutely impossible. For, in the :first 25bl!. 1;89. 

place, he says-" if a prosecution is meditated against me, I His ;:;;;"u. 
I'ay nothing in explanation of my conduct, because I might ~~":rviug 
disclose my defence, and by that means do myself a preju- e eure. 

dice." On the other hand, if the prosecution was dropped, 
which was the case here, that the prosecution did drop, as we 
all know it did, then he has a direct contrary reason, but 
that serves him just as well,-u why, as no prosecution is 
intended no defence need be made." So that, whether a 
prosecution is intended or a prosecution dropped, there is 
always cause why Mr. Hastings should not give the court 
of Directors the least satisfaction concerning his conduct; 
though we shall prove that he has reiteratedly promised and 
promised it in the most ample and liberal manner. But let 
us see the kind of presumption he has made, in order to 
rebut the presumption which he knew was irresistible, and 
which, by making no defence for his conduct and stopping the 
inquiry, he knew must necessarily lie upon him. What is 
the reason why" I reserve my defence and explanation 1"-
for he promised both defence and explanation. 

Your I.ordships will remark that there is nowhere a clear Al~ission 
and positive denial of the fact. Promising a defence, I will ~y l.;:,~:e 
admit, does not directly and cz vi termini suppose that a of efeuce. 

lIIan may not deny the fact; because it is just compatible 
with the defence; but it does by no means exclude the 
admission of the fact, because the admission of the fact may 
be attended with a justification. But, when a man says that 
he will explain his conduct with regard to a fact, then he 
admits the fact; because there ca.n be no explanation of a 
fact which has no existence. Therefore, Mr. Hastings admits 
the fact by promising an explanation, and he shows that he 
has no explanation nor justifiMtion to give by never having 
given it. Goaded, provoked. and c..'llled upon for it in the ~is ;,::~mi9 
manner I have mentioned, he chooses to have a feast· of ~~. m· 

disgrace, if I may say so--to have a riot of infamy-served 
up to him day by day for a course of years, in every species 
of reproach that could be given, by his colleagues and by 
the court of Directors ;-from whom, he says, he received 
nothing but opprobrious and disgraceful epithets, and that 
his predecessors possessed more of their confidence than he 
had. * Yet for years he lay down upon that sty of disgrace, 

• See Mr. Hasting's letter to the Directors, dated 16th December, li82.
Printed in the I' Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1116. 
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25 APR. 1789. fattening in it, lying feeding upon that ofl'al of disgrace and 
excrement, and everything that could be opprobrious to the 
human mind, rather than deny the fact and put himself 
upon a civil justification. Infamy was never incurred for 
nothing. We know very well what was said formerly-

.. -" - Populus me sibilat i at mibi plaudo 
Ipse domi, siroul e.c nummos contemplor in area." 

And never did a man submit to infamy for anything but its 
true reward~money. Money he received-the infamy he 
received along with it. He was glad to take his wife with 
all her goods. He took her with her full portion~every 
infamy that belonged to her. And Jour Lordshipe cannot 
resist t.he opinion that he would not have I!ufl'ered himself to 
be disgraced with the court of Directors-diBgraced with 
his colleagues-disgraced with the worIa-disgraced upon an 
eternal record~without he 'Was absolutely guilty of the fact 
that was charged upon him. 

t:Iisobliga. He frequently expresses that he reserves himself for a 
tlon as aBel'- f" D h L d" I I vant of the court 0 JustIce. oes e, my or Sf am florry t 1at 
~'::E~ri;o Mr. Hastings should show that he always mistakes his 
~t'::'~~~ot situation. He has totlllly mistaken it. He was a servant, 

. bound to give !I. satisfactory account of his conduct to his 
masters; and, instead of that, he always cOnsiders himself 
and the court of Directors as litigant parties.-they as the 
accusers and himself as the culprit. What would any of 
your Lordships, in common life, conceive, if you had a 
steward, and you accused him of embezzling the rents, 
robbing and oppressing the tenants, and committing a thou
sand misdeeds. in'hie stewardship, and YOIl desired an inquiry 
into his conduct Rnd asked an explanation, and his answer 
should be-'· I will give DO reply. You may prosecute me, 
convict me as a cheat; and therefore I will not give you any 
satisraction P" What should you think of that steward? 
You could have no doubt, in private life, that that steward 
was a pereon not fit to be a steward, nor fit to live. 

His r~se1'V· Mr. Hastings, therefore, reserves himself for a court of 
}~,~.!:i;o~",; justice. That single circumstance, my Lords, proves that he 
furt of jUr was guilty. It appears very odd that his guilt should be 
o}C~~~t. inferred from his desire of trial in a court in which he could 

be acquitted or condemned. I shnU prove to you from that 
ch'cumstance that Mr. Hastings, desiring to be tried in a 
court of justice, convicts himself Qrpresumptive guilt. _ 

When Mr. Hastings went to Bengal, in the year 1'172, he 
bad a direction exactly similar to this which he resisted in 
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his own case, which was, to inquire into grievances and l!5APn.17S9, 

abuses. In consequence of this, he proposes a. plan for the His ~pinion 
regulation of the service; and one part of that plnn was eOrfltehe pow,! 
. h h ld Ii h' h' f ssness ° Just w at you s on expect rom 1m; t at IS, a power 0 a. cou.rt to 

d · C' 'h hI . convIct. estroymg every ompany s servant; Wit out t e east POSSl- und~rsimi. 

bility of his being heard in his own defence or taking any ~~~~:=. 
(lne step to justify himself, but dismissing him at his own 
discretion. And the reason he gives for it is this :--

" I shall forbear to comment upon the above propositions. If just and 
proper, their utility will be self-apparent. One clause only in the last 
article may require some explanation, namely, the power proposed for the 
GOl'ernor of recalling any person from his station without assigning a. 
reason for it. In the charge of oppression "--

Now here is the part in which you will find Mr. Hastings' 
reason for wishing to appeal to a court of justice rather than 
to give satisfaction to his employers. 

" In the charge of oppression, though supported by the cries of the 
people and the most authentic representations, it is yet impossible in 
most cases to obtain legal proofs of it; and, unless the discretionary 
power which I have recommended be somewhere lodged, the a.ssurance 
of impunity from any formal inquiry will baffie every order of the Board, 
as on the other hand the fear of the consequence will restrain every man 
within the bounds of his duty, if he knows himself liable to suffer by 
the effects of a Bingle controJ." 

You see, Mr. Hastings himself is ot. opinion that the cries 
of oppression of a whole people, from whom these cries are 
extorted by the iron hand of severity-that these cries of a 
whole people, attended even with authentic documents suffi
cient to satisfy the mind of a man, may be totally insufficient 
to convict him in a court; and yet to that .. ery court, whose 
competency he denies, to thnt very court he appeals; in that 
he puts his trust, and upon that ground he refuses to perform 
the just promise he had given of an explanation to hose 
who had employed him. 

Now, I put this to your Lordships. If a man is of opinion APEi!catiOl1 
that no court can truly and properly bring him to any :alloSe. own 

account for his conduct; that the forms observable in courts 
are totally adverse to it; that there is a general incom-
petency with regard to such courts; when a man shuns 
a. tribunal capa.ble and competent, and applies to one which 
he thinks incapable and incompetent, does not that man 
plainly show that he has rejected what he thinks will prove 
his guilt, and that he has chosen What he thinks will be 
utterly insufficient? If that is the case with an under ser" 
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25 APR.1789. vant, think what must be the case with the upper servant of 
- all.... For. if an inferior servant is not to be brought to justice. 

what must be the situation of a Governor General? It is 
impossible not to see that he had conceivell that a court of 
justice had not sufficient means to bring his crimes to light 
and detection, nor sufficient modes to bring him to proper and 
adequate punishment; therefore he fiew into a court of 
justice, not as a place to decide upon him, but as a sanctuary 
to secure his guilt. 

Most of your Lordships have t.ravelled abroad, and bave 
seen in the uninformed countries of Europe churches filled 
with persons who take snnctuary in them. You do not preswne 
that a man is innocent because he is in a sanctuary, You 
know that it, so far from demonstrating his innocence, de
monstrates his guilt. And, in this case, Mr, Hastings flies, 
not to a court for trial, but to a sanctuary to secure him 
from it. 

The prose
cution not 
attempted 
in Bengal. 

Let us hear how Mr. Hastings has proceeded with regard 
to this. The court of justice dropped; the whole affair ended. 
The prosecution in Bengal, with Sir Elijah Impey as Chief 
Justice-whom your Lordships have seen had a most close and 
honourable connection with the Governor General, all the cir
cumstances of which I need not detail to you, for it must be 
fresh in your Lordships' memory-[ was not very formidable]. 
He had not much to fear from the impartiality of such a court : 
he might be sure the forms of law would not be strained to do 
him mischief: therefore there was no great terror in it. But 
whatever terror was in it was overblown; because his 001-
le~crues refused to Cll.uy him to it; and, therefore. that defence 

~lr.}l8St- is gone. Then, in Europe;he was afraid of it, It was 800n 
lUgs re- h d h k h' hi d f' 'fi ' . li .. !,~ on an over t ere, an e til es t IS as \ s groun 0 Justi catIon lD 
opllllonof 1 H f C l' •• tl I' h Connsel, re- t Ie ouse 0 ommons lor not glvmg lat exp anatlOn-t at 
t~i:::.Y the court of Directors had received perfect satisfaction of 
to] .ro, against his innocence; and he nnmed the characters of great anJ 
liS prose-, 'h l.':' 'nl h cuti('ll. emment persons lD t e prolesslOn, certai y. w ose names 

cannot be mentioned without highly imposing upon the pre
judices of mankind, weighing down .almost the reason of 
mankind-he quotes their opinions in his favour and as a 
reason why the exculpation that they gave him. or were 
supposed to give him, should excuse him from any further 
explanation.-

.. The subject of the proceedings of the Court of Directors in reference to 
the charge of pecnlation brought against Mr. Hastings by the majority of the 
Council of Bengal is considered bI the Select Committee of the House of 
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My Lords, I believe I need not say to great men of the 25APn_l~89_ 
profession, many of the first ornaments of which I see before 
me, that they are very little influenced in th~ seat of judg-
ment by the opinions which they have given in the chamber: 
and they are perfectly in the right of it; because, while in 
the chamber, they hear but one part Qf the cause. It is 
generally brought before them in It very partial manner, and 
they have nQt the lights that they have when they go deli-
berately down upon the tribunal to, examine into, it. For 
which reason, they discharge their own minds from every 
prejudice that may have arisen from a foregone partial 
QpiniQn, and come uninfluenced by it as if to a new cause. 
This we know is the glory Qf the great lawyers who have 
presided and do preside in the tribunals Qf this country. 
But we know, at the same time, that thQse opinions which 
in their own mind they reject, unless supported afterwards by 
clear and authentic testimony, do weigh upon mankind at 
least; for it is impossible to, separate the Qpinilm of a great 
and learned man from some consideratiQn Qf the person who 
has given that Qpinion. 

Mr. Hastings being conscious of this, not fearin!! a tribunal Ctircum. f 
~ • sanceso 

abroad, for the reasons that I gave you, namely, not bellev- th~refer· 
• th . d h' d k . h h· ence of the mg at It was very a verse to 1m, an nowmg t at t e case to 
prosecution had dropped, had but Qne consideration left, Counsel. 

which was, how he should conflict with the tribunal at home. 
And, as the prosecution must Qriginate from the court of 
Directors, and must be authorised to them by some great 
law' Qpinions, the great point with him was, some way or 
Qther, by his party-I will not say by what means or 
circumstances, but by some party means-to secure a 
strong interest in the executive part of the India House. 
If that had been used properly and fairly I should not. 
complain of it. I will not say that It friendship and par-
tiality dQes imply injustice; it certainly does not; but it 
does not imply justice. The court Qf Directors took up 
this affair with great warmth. They committed it to their 
solicitQr. The solicitQr WQuld naturally, as most solicitQrs 
do" draw up a case a. little fo,r the perso,ns who emplo,y him. 
If there is any leaning-which uPQn my wQrd I do, not 

Commons, appointed in the year .1782, to inquire into the administration of 
justice in BengaI. Bahal' and Orissa,. and into the Government of India, 
in their Ninth Report, page 52 ; and copiea of papers connected ,nth the pro
ceedings are printed in the Appendix to the Report, Nos. 109; 110, 111. . 
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S5AP:a.1789. approve in the management of Rny cause whatever-yet, if 
there is II. leaning, it is certainly a leaning for the client. 
Mr. Hastings resolved, if possible, to take care that such a 
case should be made as would naturally lead the Counsel to 

Doubtful give an opinion against the prosecution. Yet the CO)lnsel 
tChh,,:ra.c~r.or did not give a decided opinion against the prosecution; but, 

elrOplnlOn h f: f h h d b against t.he upon t e 'very ace 0 t e case, t ey eltpresse great dou ts 
prosecution. upon it, though at the same time, with such.a strange, dis-

orderly, imperfect and confused, case as they considered it to 
be, they could not advise a prosecution; and, in my opinion, 
they went no further. And, upon the case that was laid 
before them, I, who am authorised by the Commons to pro
secute, do admit that a great doubt migM lie, in the most 
deciding mind, whether under the circumstances there stated 
a prosecution could be or ought to be pursued. I do not lIay 
which way my mind would have turned upon the very im
perfect state of that case; but I still allow enough for the 
very great ability of great minds and sound judgment upon 
that case, and I am not sure, if it was f'es integra, that I 
would not have rather hesitated myself, who am now here 
an accut!er, what judgment to give. 

It does happen that there are very singular circumstances 
in this case, which your. Lordships will advert to, and will 
consider whether they are proper and reasonable, and what 
weight they are to have with your Lordships' minds. 

1!iasotthe The solicitor of the Company at that time was and is a 
~~I!:~:.~t very respectable man in the profession-Mr. Smith. He 
~r~~::'t- was at that time the Company's solicitor. He hal! since 
ings' favour. appeared in _ this cause as Mr. Hastings' solicitor. Now 

there is always something particular that a man, remaining 
in the same office, should be at once solicitor for the prose
cntion and for the prosecuted i as odd as if Mr. Hastings' 
s'"olicitor and ours was the same person, concerned in this 
prosecution and trial before your Lordships. It is true that 
we cannot make out, nor do we attempt to make out, that he 
was at that time actually Mr. Hastings'solicitor. All that we 
shall attempt to make out is, that the case he produced was just 
such as a solicitor, anxious for the preservation of his client 
and not anxious for the prosecution, would have made out.· 

• Mr. Smith's report is prfntecfin the -Appeluiix. No.1 i 1 A., to the Ninth 
Report of the Select Committee on Indian Affairs, presented in the rear 1783. 
His statement of the case respecting the lao and a half of rupees alleged to 
have been received by l\Ir. Hastings, with the opinions of Counsel, is printed at 
the end of his report. 
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My Lords, I have next to state that the opinion which the 25APB.1789. 

Counsel gave in this case, namely, a very doubtful opinion, Misr-;;;e
and with great ~ensure on the manner of stating it-even !!"ntations 

. . d fj h b • hi h Illltbecase that oplmon was rawn' l'om t em y a case lD w C presented to 

h h} . . . d the Counsel. 
C arge t at t lere ·were mIsrepresentatIon, suppressJOn an 
falsification Now, my Lords, in charging it I am in a very 
awkward and unpleasant situation, but a situation which, with 
all the disagreeable circumstances, I must go through with. 
I am in this business obliged to name many men. I do not name 
them wantonly, but from the absolute necessity, as your 

_ Lordships willeee, of the case. I do not mean to reflect upon 
this gentleman. I believe that, at the time when he made 
this ca.se, and especially the article which I state as a falsi
fication, he must have trusted to some of the Ilervants of the 
Company, being bu t young in their service at that time. There 
was a very great error committed; but where or how, your 
Lordships, in the course of this inquiry, will find. But what 
I charge first is, that the case was improperly stated; that it 
was partiaIJy stated; and that afterwards a report was made 
upon reference to the same officer in the committee. Now, Falsification 

my Lords, of the charges I have made, the two former, namely, ~! ~t~ c;:e 
the misrepresentation and suppression, were applicable to port upon it. 

the ca!e; but aU the three-misrepresen.tation, suppres-
sion and falsification, were applicable to the report. This I 
suy in vindication of the opinions and for the Ilatisfaction of 
the public, who may be imposed upon by them-I wish the 
word to be understood. ,Vhen I say imposed, I always 
mean a weight and authority carried j which word, perhaps, 
has not got yet thoroughly into the English language, but, 
in a neighbouring language, imposing upon people means 
tbat it weighs upon their minds with a sovereign authority. 
And to say that opi.nions of learned men shall have no 
weight with this court, or with any court, is a kind of 
compliment I. cannot pay to them, at the expense of our 
common nature, in which I am involved, as all human 
beings are. 

After lltating the covenants and the salary of Mr. Hastings, 
and his emoluments, very fairly- I do not object to anything 
of that-he then proceeds in stating, very partially, the 
businet's upon which the committee of circuit went, whose 
conduct everybody knows, and we cannot bring our charge 
of bribery fully without opening it to your Lordships. He 
then 6tates,-

" That an enquiry having been made by the Supreme Council of Bengal 
respecting the conduct of the members of the last administratioD; several 
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25 APn.17S9. charges Itave been made, stating monies very improperly received by 
- Mr. Hastings during the time of the late administration. Amongst 

these is one, of his having received 150,000 rupees of Munny Begum, 
the guardian of the Nabob, who is an infant." 

~~~:a:to In this state of the case everything is put out of its true 
!~am:,:.n~f place. Mr. Hastings was not charged with receivin.g a lac and 
rll,Pees re- a half of 'rupees from Munny Begum, the guardian of the 
celved from N b J! h h MunnyBe- awa j' lor s e was not is guardian. But he was charged 
gum. with receiving a. lac and a half of rupees for removing the 

Nawab's own mother; who was his natural guardian, and sub
stituting this step-mother, who was a prostitute, in her place. 
Whereas, here it supposes he found her a guardian, and she 
had made him a present, which alters the whole nature of the 
case. It sets out, in that very recital of the case and recital 
of the charge, with what everyone of your Lordships knows 
now not to be the truth of the fact nor the thing that in 
itself implies the criminality: he ought to have stated that 

~i~~~'::'-the in the beginning of the business. The suppressions in that 
report. recital are amazing. He states" an inquiry having been made 

by the Supreme Council of Bengal respecting the conduct of 
the members of the last administration." That inquiry was 
made in consequence of the charge, and not the charge brought 
forward, as they would have it believed, in consequence of 
the inquiry. There is no mention that that inquiry had 
been expressly ordered by the 'court of Directors j but it is 
stated as though it was a voluntary inquiry j and there is 
always something doubtful in voluntary inquiries with 
regard to the people concerned. And then he supposes that, 
upon that inquiry, this was the charge, which is not the 
charge at all. The crime, as I have stated, consisted of two 
distinct parts, but both inferring the eamc corruption-the 
first, two lacs of rupees taken expressly for the nomination 
of this woman to this place, and the other, one lac and a 
half of rupees, in effect for the same purpose, but under the 
Dame and colour of an entertainment. 

d
The .vi- The drawel' of this case, finding: that., in the one case, 

euco ouono . -. 
part of the namely, the two lacs of rupees, the eVIdence was more 
~~i~"!toal'he weak, but t.hat no justification could be set up; finding in the 
other part •. other, the lac and a half of rupees, the proof strong and not 

to be resisted, but that some justification was to be found 
for it, sets aside the charge of the two. lacs; and the 
evidence belonging to it, which was considered as rather 
weak, is applied to the other charge of the lac and a half, 
the proof of which upon its own evidence was irresistible. 
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My speech I hope your Lord8hips consider as only point- 25 APR. 1789. 

ing out to your attention partir-nlars. Your Lord8hips will -
see it exemplified almost through the whole; and afterwards, 
when there is some evidence-for some evidence is brought 
that does not belong to the lac and a half-it is entirely 
pas3ed by, the most material circumstances· are weakened, 
the whole strength and force of them taken away. Every 
one knows how true it is of evidence juncta juvant. All 
that is broken and smashed to pieces, and nothing but dis-
order appears through the whole, For your Lordships will 
observe, that the proof that belongs to one thing is put as 
he longing to another, and then the other brought in a weak 
and imperfect manner in the rear of the first, and with every 
kind of observation, if any at all; which observations are to 
rebut and weaken it when an evidence is produced which 
appears inapplicable almost in all the parts, in many doubt-
ful, confused and perplexed, and in some even contradictory 
-which it will be when the evidence to one thing is brought 
to apply and bear upon another. In consequence of that, 
they were in good hopes that should happen which in part 
did happen-that the Counsel, distracted and confused, and 
finding no satigfaction in the case, could not advise a pro-
secution. 

But there is a more material and weighty thing still-- IntroduC)o 

ba h· d' d d h '11 tion into the t t t 18 case oes m a great egree, an t e report sti Report or 
I '1' d h d Mr Has~ more, wile It pro uces some parts suppress t e rest, an , ingS' invoo-

turning from the case to the proceedings of the persons rhes ~t 
who are supposed to have the management of the inqniry, O{l~:: 
and leaning upon their character, they adduce and add as :::j,;.!~n 
an appendix to this case 1\Ir. Hastings' own invectives and ~~~;,rn.VUl
ch.'l.rge :lgainst these people. At the very same time, they 
8uppress and do not bring forward, either in the charge or 
lIpon the report, what the other party have said in their own 
justification; so that it appears to be a confused, puzzled, 
inapplicable, body of evidence made for one side of the case, for 
the mogt part. I say for the most part, for the rest did apply 
to the case, but was miserably applied to the case. The con
sequence of this management was, confounding a body of 
evidence, in a case capable of being made the clearest in the 
world, and which I hope we shall, from evidence, make it to 
your Lordships. From their own state of the case, they 
wonld have it inferred that the fault was not in their way of 
representing it, but in the infirmity, confusion and disorder, 
of the proofs themselves j which I trust we shall satigfy you 
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25 Al'&1789. is by no means the case. But I rest upon the proof of the 
partiality in thiil business and the imposition upon the 
Counsel, whether designed or not~that there is a bias given 
to it, by adding an appendix with lIr. Hastings' own remarks 
upon the case,. and not giving the reasons of the other 
partiesfor their ,conduct. Now, if there was nothing else 
than this fallaoious recital and afterwardll this suppression, I 
believe any l'ationuland sober man would see perfect, good 
anel sufficient, groJ.lnd for laying aside any authority derived 
from the opinions of perilons of the first character: and I 
am sure no m!\n living does more homage to their learning, 
impartiality and understanding, than I do.· First, because 
the state of the case hns thrown the whole into confusion j 
[and seoondly,] because the matter added as an appendix is 
giving the representatioQ of the delinquent and refusing the 
representation of his prosecutors; and, ther(lfore, it is observed 
very properly and very wiiiely by one of the great men before 
whom this evidence was laid~" The evidence, as it is here 
stated, is still more defective. If the appendix is adopted by the 
Directors, and meant to make a part of the case, that throws 
discredit upon all the information so collected." Certainly 
it does; for if YO\1 hear the delinquent party, who is 10 he 
prosecuted, and annex his own representation of the case 
and not that of those against him, he is master of the mind of 
the lawyers, and it must weigh upon the mind of mankind. 

ReOootions My Lords, I hnve here only attempted to point out the 
on the Com- - - • d d " f' h- d' d ru::r.s ""n- extreme InCOnsIStenCles an eIecti 0 t IS procee mg; an 
p~~~ts I wish your Lordships to consider what the proceedings of 
tiona. the India House are in their prosecutions~thnt it is in the 

power of iome of their officers to make statementa in the 
manner that I have described, then obtain the names of great 
lawyers, and, unde!' their sanction, to carry a man through 
the world as acquitted. 

These are the material circumstances }Vhich will be sub
mitted to your Lordships' sober consideration in the course 
of this inquiry. I state them for these two rea..."Ons :~first, 
to rebut the reason which Mr. Hastings has assigned for not 
giving any satisfaction to the court of Directors, because 
they did not want it, having dropped a proeecution upon 

• The Counsel to whom the case was rererred were the Attorney General, 
afterwards Lord Thurlow, Sir Alexander Wedderbum, Solicitor Gen~ral. after
wards Lord Loughbol'Ough, Mr. Serjeant Adair, afterwards Recorder or 
London, Mr. Du.nning, afterwards Lord Ashburton, and Mr. Sayer. 
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great a.uthorities and opinions; and next, to show yonr 25APR.1780. 

L()l'dships how a business, begun in bribery, is to be supported -. 
oRly by fraud, qeceit and collusion,-and how receiving a 
bribe by a Governor General of Bengal tends to taint the 
wh9le service, from beginning to end, both at home and 
abroad. 
_ It is true that, upon the case that was presented to them, 

t.hoile g~at lawyers did not advise a prosecution; and 
when you take the opinion of a lawyer upon a full repre
sentation of a case, he may think that a man ought not to 
be PrQsecuted, yet he may consider him to be the vilest 
man upon earth. We know men are acquitted in the great 
tribunals in which several Lords of this country preside, 
and who perhaps ought not to be brought there and prose
cuted before them, and yet about whose general delinquency 
of Qhfl,r~cter there could be no doubt. Here then there is 
a. new and adqitiopal reason to justify the great lawyers 
whose I1l1.mes !J,pd authorities are produced, and by him.. . 
self Elxtended beyond the length of their opinions. Then, Obli~ation 
being no longer under the terror of the law, whicb he said i~~~,ro:-ast. 
r~strained him. he was bo~nd to give t~at satisfa.ction to ~lt~f;;'~l 
hIS ma.sters and the world whlCh every man III honour IS bOlllld secutl(~n, to 

. h . . L h . h' clear hImself to give w en a grave accusatIOn IS roug t agamst 1m. to the Di· 

That business of the law from this moment I wish to sleep, rectors. 

till the time it comes before you. I do suspect and have 
reason, sitting in committees in the House of Commons, to 
believe that there was then in the India House a body of 
iniquity, some where or other, which was capable of imposing 
upon the solicitor; the guilt of which could not be his, 
beclLuse that is of another nature, which I shall state here-
after, that your Lordships may be able to discover through· 
whose means and whose fraud Mr. Hastings obtained these 
opinions. If the report were truly stated, the opinions of 
mankind undoubtedly must go with it. If all the great 
lawyers had been unanimous upon that occasion, then it 
became nece!3sary for him to say :-" I cannot, according to 
my own opinion, be brought to give an account in a court 

. of jmtice. I have got great lawyers to declare that, upon 
the case that is laid before them, they cannot advise a pro
secution." Then is the time for a man to come forward 
!loud when no longer in fear that his defence may be turned 
;;;iRat him, then to produce his defence for the satisfaction 
of bit masters and the vindication of his own charaoter. 
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25A~1789. But, notwithstanding the high honour that I have for some of 
thosc persons who gave that doubtful opinion-for I believe 
your Lordships will find it no bettcr than a doubtful opinion, 
with a great censure upon the state of the case-yet there 
were some great lawyers, men of great authority in the 
kingdom, who gave a full and decided opinion that a prose
cution ought to be instituted against him. But the court 
of Directors decided upon it: they overruled those opinions, 
and acted upon the opinions in favour of Mr. Hastings. 
Therefore, when he knew that the great men in the IMv 

Opinion of 
Mr. Sayer 

i:fr~Hast-
ings' con .. 
duct. 

were divided upon the propriety of a prosecution, he was 
hound to enter into a justification of his conduct. But there 
was one .other great reason to do it, becnuse 'one great 
lawyer, known to many of your Lordships-Mr. Sayer--a 
very honest, intelligent man, who long served the Company 
and well knew their aff'nirs-had given an opinion concerning 
Mr. Hastings' conduct in stopping these prosecutions. There 
was an abstract question put to Mr. Sayer and other great 
lawyers, separated from many of the circumstances of this 
business, concerning a point which incidentally arose j which 
. was, whether Mr. Hastings, as Governor General, had a 
power so to dissolve the Council that, if he declared it 
dissolved, they could not sit and do any legal and regular 
act- It was a great question with the lawyers at the time, 
and there was a difference of opinion on it. Mr. Sayer 
was one of those who were inclined to be of opinion that 
the Governor General had a powel' of dissolving the Council, 
and that the Council could not legally sit after such dissolu
tion. But what was his remark ?-and you must suppose his 
remark of more weight, because, upon an abstract question, 
. he had given his opinion in favour of Mr. Hastings' judg
ment:-

" First, the meeting of the Council depends on the pleasure of the 
Governor, and I think the duration of it must do so too; but it was as 
great a crime to dissolve the Council upon base and sinister motives as 
it would be. to assume the power of dissolving if he had it not. I 
believe he is the first Governor that ever dissolved a Council inquiring 
into his behaviour, when he was innocent. Before he could summon 
three Councils and dissolve them, he had time fully to consider what 
would be the result of such conduct-to convince every body beyond " 
doubt of his conscious guilt."· 

.... Opinions of Connsel as to the Dissolution of the Council of Bengal:" 
printed in Appendix M. to the Eleventh Report of the Select Committee 
appointed to take into eonsideration the state of the administration of justice 
in the provinces of Bengal, Baw and Orissa, 1783. 



Speed, (if Mr. Burke, 81 

Then Mr. Sayer, among other learned people-and, if he 25ApR.17S9 

WIIS not the man which I have described him, yet from his Containsim

intimate conncctioll with the Company he must be supposed ri~,~~~~~n8 of 

to have a great weight-using expressions as strong as the motive •• 

persons who have ever criminated Mr. Hastings most, for the 
WOl'"t of his crimes, have ever used to qualify and describe 
them-that it was upon base and sinister motives-Mr. 
IIa"tings was bound upon that occasion to justify that strong 
conduct, allowed to be legal and charged at the same time 
to be violent. He waS obliged to produce something 
in Ilis justification. He never did. Therefore all the 
reasons assigned by himself, drawn from the circumstance 
of prosecution and non-prosecution, drawn from opinions of 
lawyers Ilnd colleagues, the court of Directors censuring 
his conduct and strongly applauding the conduct of those 
who were adverse to him-Mr. Hastings was, from tllese 
accumulated circumstances, bound to get rid of the infamy 
of the conduct which could be attributed to nothing but 
Lase nnd sinister motives, and which could have no effect 
but to convince persons of his consciousness that he was 
guilty. From these circnmstances I infer that no man Presump-

ld I d d hi I d f · ~ d 1- - • . tion ofbi. cou lave en ure t s oa 0 lDHtmy, an to tUIS time guilt from 

have given no explanation of it, upon the reasons he ~;~d~~esus_ 
gives, of reserving himself for a prosecution, and then piciQn. 

making none because there was no prosecution-nothing 
could account for it, bnt that reason which this learned 
Counsel gives, which your Lordships and which the world 
will gj.,-e, namely, his conscious guilt. After mentioning 
and leaving to your OW11 minds that presumption, not as 
operating without proof but ·as operating along with the 
proof-for I take it there are Borne presumptions that go 
the full length of proof-I do not press that to the length to 
which I think it would go, but leave it to be auxiliary, 
nS8isting, and com purgatory of all the other parts that go 
along with it. 

There is a circumstance which must come before your 
Lordships in this business. If you find that Mr. Hastings 
has receh'ed the two lacs of rupees, then you will find 
that he was guilty, without colour or pretext of any kind ~tt~mpt~d 

h t f ··· I' f h'· - ., JlliItlficatlon 
W l\ ever, 0 actmg In VIO atJon 0 IS covenant, actmg In of.there-

"iolatioll of the laws and all the rules of honou1' and ~~~~;~. a 

conscien~c. But if you find that he has tak~n the lac and a ~~~~~~~i~~r 
half, winch he admits and which is jushfied under the ment. 

VOl" II. F 
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25A~t89. pretence of an entertainment, I shall beg to say something 
to your Lordships concerning that justification. 

Suppose the justification set up is that it was given as 
a custom of entertainment; that he went up from Cal
cutt.a and paid a visit of three months, and that there an 
allowance was made to him of 2001. a- day, in lieu of an 
entertainment. Now, my Lords, I leave it to you, if there 
was such a custom, whether or no his covenant justifies his 
conformity with it. I remember Lord Coke, talking of the 
Brehon law in Ireland, says it is no law but a lewd custom. 
A governor is to conform himself to the laws of his country, 
to the stipulations of those that employ him, and not to 
the lewd customs of any country. Those customs are 
" more honoured in the breach than in the observance." If 
Mr. Hastings was I'e ally feasted and entertained with the 
magnificence of the country; if there was an entertainment 
of dancing girls brought out to amuse him in his leisure 
hours; -if he was feasted with the hooka and every other 
luxury; there was something to be said for him, though I 
should not justify a Governor General wasting his days in 
that manner; but here was no entertainment which could 

Abuseotthe amount to such·n sum. In the first place, he has nowhere 
custom m d he' f I to B 'f h ~he present prove t eXIstence 0 sue 1 a cus m. ut, 1 sue a 
mstalleo. custom did exist, which I contend is "more honoured in the 

breach than in the observance," that custom is _ capable of' 
being abused to the grossest extortion, and it will strike your 
Lordships' minds in such a manner, that I hardly need detail 
it. Whatl.2001. to be given to a man for his entertainment? 
If there ,is an end of it there it ruins nobody, and cannot be 
supposed to II. great degree to corrupt anybody. But when 
that entertainment is renewed day after day for three months; 
it is no longer a compliment to the man, but a great pecuniary 
advantage; and, on the other hand, to the person giving it, a 
grievous and intolerable burden. It then becomes a matter 
of the most serious and dreadful extortion, tending to hinder 
the people who give it, not only from giving entertainment, 
but from having bread to eat themselves. Therefore, ifit was 
such an entertainment, that entertainment was perverted by 
the use of it-by being continued for three months together. 
It is longer than Ahasuerus' feast. There is "n. feast of 
reason and a flow of soul," but Mr. Hastings' feast was n. 
feast of avarice and a flow of money. No wonder he was 
unwilling to rise from such a table. He continued to sit at 
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that table for three months. In his cm-enant he is forbidden 115APR.1789. 

expressly to take any allowance, not only gifts-bribes-he Probi~itioll 
is forbidden to take any allowance above 4001., and forbidden ~~~~\~ 
to take any allowance above 1001. without the knowledge, the;om

consent and approbation, of the Council to which he belongs. =ts~ cove

Now he takes 16,0001., not only without the consent of the 
Council, but without their knowledge, without the know-
ledge of any human being. It is kept hid in the darkest Conceal-

d f h· bI k d mentoCthe an most secret recesses 0 IS own ac agents an con- present. 

fidants and those of lIunny Begum. Why is it a secret? 
Hospitality, generosity, virtues of that kind, are full of 
display. There is an ostentation, a pomp, in them; they 
want to be shown to the world, not concealed. The conceal-
ment of acts of charity is the thing that makes them accept-
able in the eyes of Him with regard to whom there can be 
no concealment; but acts of corruption are kept secret, not 
to keep them secret from that eye which the person who 
observes the secrecy does not fear nor believe, perhaps, 
but to keep them secret from the eyes of mankind, whose 
opinions he does fear, in the immediate effect of them and in 
their future consequences. Therefore he had but one reason 
to keep this 60 dark and profound a secret, till it was dragged 
into day in spite of him. He had no reason to keep it a 
secret, but knowing it was a proceeding that could not bear 
the light. Charity is the only virtue I ever heard of that 
derives from its retirement any pad of its lustre; the others 
require to be spread abroad in the face of day, that such 
candles- should not be hid under a bushel, but, like the 
illumination which men light when they mean to express 
great joy and great magnificence for a great event, the very 
splendour of them is a part of their excellence. We, upon 
our feasts, light up this whole capital city; we, in our feasts, 
invite all the world to partake them. Mr. Hastings feasts in 
the dark: Mr. Hastings feasts alone: Mr. Hastings feasts 
like a wild beast. He growls in the corner over the dying 
and the dead, like the tigers of that country who drag their 
prey into the jungle.'\. Nobody knows of it till he is brought 
into judgment for the firstlings of the flock he has destroyed. 
This is the entertainment of Tantalus; it is an entertainment 
that the sun turns black at. 

'Vhen I tell your Lordships that it was the custom of~r_H~t
entertainment upon a visit, was Mr. Hastings upon a ~sit? lit'f'.,.f~'::'~-
1\.T h . .. I! th C . tertamment 
,,",0: e was executing a COmmISSIOn Jor e ompany 10 a as being 

F2 u~a*L 
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llr.Ara.17E9. village in the ncighbollrIlOod of l\Ioor;;haJabaJ, amI by 
- no means upon a visit to the Nawab. On the contrary, 

he was upon something that might be more properly 
called a visitation. He came as a henvy cnlamity, like 
1\ famine or pestilence in a country. He came there to 
do the severest act in the world; as he himself expres;;es 
it, to take the bread-literally the bread-from aboye a 
thousand of the nobles of the country, and reduce them to 
a situation which no man' can hear of without shudder
ing. \Vhen you combine these circulDstance~ that, while 
he was entertaining himself he was famishing fourteen hun
dred of the nobility ana gentry of the country, you will not 
conceive that to be any extenuation of his crimes-tlmt he 
was there. not upon 1\ visit, but upon a duty, the harshest 
that could be executed, both to the persons who executed 
ana the people who suffered it. 

An.wer to But it is mentioned and supposed by the observations upon 
thepleathat l' 1 h h . f h the present t 11S case, t lOug t e Clrcumstances 0 t e persons, or the na-
~= tnre of the visit, are not stated, that it was something whicIl he 
:Z;~~ l:: might have charged to the Company, and did not. First, it was 
throwno~e supposed by that learned Counsel very justly that it was a. 
~~f'm. public, aHowed and acknowledged, thing; then, that he had 

3,0001. 
clml'l1:ed foJ' 
travelling 
expenses. 

not charged the Company anything for it. I have looked 
into that business. In the first place, I see no such custom. 
And, if there was such a custom, here was the most abusive 
misemployment of it that ever was known. I find, that., in 
that year, there was paid from the e.ash to the Governor's 
travelling charges-and he had no other journey at that end 
of the year.......,. 30,000 rupees; which is about 3,0001.; a.nd, if we 
consider that he was in the receipt of near 30,000/., besides 
the nuzrs, which amount to several thousands a ye:tr, wIlen 
he is aHowed 3,0001. by tbe Company for his travelling 
expenses, is it right to charge upon the miserable people, 
whom he was defrauding of their bread. 16,000l for his 
entertainment 1 I find that, besides, there are other great 
sums relative to the expenses of tbe committee of circuit he 
was with: how much more of them are applicable to him 1 
know not. I say that the aHowance of 3,0001. was noble 
nnd liberal; for it was not above a day or two's journey to 
Moorshallabad, ana by his t.'\king his road by Kishnagur [he 
could not be longer]. He had a salary, upon which he must 
live.somewhel'e. Be was actually paid 3,OOOl. for travelling 
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clml'gca for three months, which amounts to 12,OOOl. a year- 25ApR.1789. 

a large and an abuudant SUIll. But, jf you once admit that -
a man for an entertainment shall take 16,OOOl., there never 
will he any bribe, any corruption, that is not to be justified, 
The corrupt man has nothing to do but to make a visit, and 
then, that very moment, he may receive any sum nnder the 
name of this entertainment: that moment his covenants are 
annulled, Lid bonds and obligations destroyed, the Act of 
Parliament repealed, and it is no longer bribery, it is no 
longer corruption, it is no longer peculation, it is nothing 
but thanks for obliging inquiries and a compliment, accord-
ing to the mode of the country, by which he makes his 
fortune. 

What hinders him from renewing that visit? If you SUp- Danger or 
1· d'" 'U h h G G I enconragmg port t liS Ishnctlon, you WI teac t e overnor enera , presen~ for 

in8tead of attending his business at the capital, to make :!~r.3m" 
journeys through the country, putting every great man of 
that country under the most ruinous contributions: and, as 
this is Dot a custom confined by any manner of means to the 
Governor General, but extended, a8 it must be upon that 
principle, to every servant of the Company, in any station 
whatever, then, each of them receiving an entertainment, I 
will venture to say that the greatest ravage of a hostile 
army could not destroy the count.ry more t1Ian the Company's 
scrvants, under the name of an entertainment. 

Your Lordships will see that there is another entertain
mcnt, at the expense of another lac of rupees, not supported 
with the same evidence, but with a great probability of evi
dence; and the great probability is that be received two 
lacs of rupees, and Mr. Middleton another lac. I say, tl· .. 
whole of the Nawab's revenues would have been exhaustea 
by these two men, if they had staid there a whole year, and 
they stnid three months. If this is the case under these names> 
under every pretence that may be got from a corrupt custon. 
of the country, there will be nothing left in the pockets [of 
the pcople], :mll nothing secured from the Company's ser
vants, so long as they can find a vicious excuse for any corrupt 
practice, The excuse is worse than the thing itself. I leave 
it therc with your judgment, to know whether you will or not 
-if this justifi~atien comes before you-establish a. "Jlrinciple 
which would put aU Beno-al in a. worse situation ilian a. 
h '1 D , ostI e army could do, and ruin aU tl1c Company seen-ants, 
by eending them from their duty to go round roLbing tho 
whQle country unller the name of an entertnimnent. 



86 Opening of the Sixtl, Cltarge-Prese:nts: 

25A1'n.mll. My Lords, I have done with this first part, namely, the 
RecapituJa.. presumption arising from his referring to a court of justice, 
tion. and [not] giving satisfaction to his employers; and, when 

that pretence was removed, still refusing that satisfaction, 
suffering under the load of infamy and obloquy of the grossest 
kind, urged as he was to give that satisf.'lction by persons of 
the greatest character. I state that to your Lordships as the 
strongest presumption of guilt. Then the very excuse he 
has fabricated for a part of his bribes, when he knew that the 
proof of them was irresistible, I state that it is a high aggrava
tion-that it does not stand with law-that it does not stand 
with reason-that it does not stand with his covenant. It 
carries with it manifest 'proof of corruption, and impossibility 
of being justified by any principle, custom or usage, w hat
ever. My Lords, I have done with the presumption after 
the fact, arising from his own conduct, and with regard to 
that specific charge made upon him, and with respect to the 
relation he stood in to the court of Directors. I have then 
taken notice of the pretence he set up to justify it. I.believe 
your Lordships will think both one and the other strong 
presumptions of the crime, and of his know ledge that the act 
he was doing was criminal. 

Further I have another fact to lay before your Lordships, :which 
~~~:~or affords a strong presumption and which will show the mis
:;'Z~..Y[t~~· chievous consequences of aU this; and your Lordships will 

not blame me for going a little into it. Your Lordships 
know that the charge· made was, tha,t the appointment of 
such a woman as Munny Begum to the guardianship of 
the N awab, to the superintendency of the civil justice of the 
country, and the representation of the whole government
that appointment could be made for no other purpose thun, 
through that corrupt woman, of putting the whole govern
ment of the country and giving the whole tattered remains 
of the Nawab's grandeu:r-the 160,0001. a year-to be a prey 
to Mr. Hastings: it cOllld be no other. But then your 
Lordships would imagine that after this, knowing he was 
grievously suspected of that, he would have abstained 
from giving ground any more for suspicion. But a 
l'epetition of the same acts, through the same person, could 
furnish no other reason than that, as he did the same ads 
by the same person, directly contrary to the order of his 
superiors, he must have been actuated by the influence of 
bribei'Y' Your Lordships would imagine that, when this 
Munny Begum was removed upon the charge of corruption, 
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Mr. Hastings had left her quiet, in tranquil obscmity, and 25APn.1789. 

that he had no longer attempted to elevate her into a situa- -
tion which furnished so much disgrace and obloquy to him-
self, and concerning which he stood charged with a direct 
and positive act of bribery. Your Lordships must well 
know that it was upon the deposition of that great magi~trate, 
Mohammed Reza Khan, that this woman was appointed to 
supply his place. The Governor General and Council-the 
majority of them being then Sir John Clavering, Colonel 
Monson and Mr. Francis-were able only to make for some 
time a provisional arrangement, until they were authorised 
to fill up the place in a proper manner. Soon after, there Order of the' 

came from Europe a letter, expressing the satisfaction that ~~~3o~r 
the court of Directors received in the acquittal of Moham- ~el:!. of cd 

med Rem Khan; expressing a regard for his character, a n!aK::!n. 
high opinion of his abilities, and a great disposition to make 
him some reward for his extreme sufferings: and, accord-
ingly, they ordered that he should be employed. They had 
no idea exactly of the state of employment, and they made 
a mistake in the specific employment they ordered him to 
be named for. He, being a Mohammedan and the head of 
the Mohammedans in that country, was named to an office 
which must be held by a Gentu. But the majority, who Hisreslo. 
never endeavoured by any base and delusive means to fly ~!i:a"!r.t 
from their duty, or not to execute it, because they were o~thel~o~lr. 
desired to execute it in a way in which they could not ~~~e;llI 
execute it, followed the spirit of the order, and having found office. 
that Mohammed Reza Khan, before his being tried and 
imprisoned in the way that he was, was in possession of that 
employment-that the Directors expressed a high opinion of 
him-they followed the spirit of the instruction of the Direc-
tors and replaced him in that employment: by which means 
there was an end to the government of Mnnny Begum; 
the country reverted to its natural state, and men of 
the first rank were put in the first situation in it: the 
seat of judicature was filled with wisdom, gravity and 
learning: and Munny Begum sank into that situation that 
a woman, who had been engaged in the practices she had, 
naturally would, at a time of life when attention does not 
confer so much honour. 

Mr. Hastings resist~d this appointment; he trifled with 0f~tiOl\ 
the Company's orders. On account of the letter of them he l'.,gs r~ 1f:t • 

disobeyed the spirit, He resisted the. order of the court of:'.fn$:lt-
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25 A~7S9. Directord. However the majority overbore him. They Imt 
Mohammed Rez;\ Khan into that situation, and gave a seal 
and proof to the hononr and virtue of their character, as there 
was not a. breath of suspicion that they could have any 
corrupt motive for it. They were odious to many of the 
India House here. They were odious to that corrupt influence 
which had begun and was going on to ruin that country. They 
appointed Mohammed Reza Khau to that place, because the 
act contained in itself its own justification. But Mr. Hast. 
ings, who made a violent protest against it, resisted it to the 
best of his power, always in favour of Munny Begum, as 
your Lordships will see. Mr. Hastings sent his IJrotest to 

Confirm... the Directors. However the Directors, as soon as the case 
~~~ID[r:!'~! came before them, acknowledged their error and praised 
015. the majority of the Council, Sir John Clavering, Colonel 

Monson and Mr. Francis, for the wise and honourable part 
they had taken upon the occasion, for obeying tIle spirit and 
hot the letter; commended the act they had done; con
firmed Mohammed Reza Khan in his place, and, that that 
great man should be no longer the sport of fortune, no 
longer the play of 'avarice between corrupt Governors anu 
dancing girls, they gave him the pledged faith of the Com
pany that he should remain in that office as long as bis 
conduct deserved their protect.ion. It was a good and an 

Doposilioll 
of Moham
med Reza 
Khan by 
Mr.Hast, 
ings. 

honourablc tenure. 
:My Lords, there happened two lamentable deaths-first, 

of Colonel Monson, then of General Clavering. Then Mr. 
Hastings got himself loose. There was an inspect.ion and 
a watch upon_his. conduct, and no more. He was then just 
in the situatioll in which he had stood in 1772. What does 
he do? Even just what he did in 1772. He deposes 1\10-
hammed Reza Khan, notwithstanding the Company's orders, 
notwithst:mding their pledged faith. He turns him out, and 

Distribulioll makes a distribution of two lacs and a half of rupees, the 
r~ lU~~~~ry salary of that great magistrate, in the manner I will show 
:t'ifc~: alld your Lordships. He made an arrangement consisting of 

. three main parts: the first was with regard to the women, 
the next with regard to the magistracy, the last with regard 
to the officers of state of the household. 

The first person dlat occurred to Mr. Hastings was Mnnny 
Degum, and he gave her-not out of the Nawab's allow
ance, which was to support the seraglio, but out of the 
nllowance of this vel'y magistrate, as i( s\lch a thing bad 



been done out of the salary of a Lord Chancellor or a Lonl ~ 3.~;S9_ 
Chief J ustice-out of these two lacs and a half of rupee ... , 
that i;i, about 2-l,OOOL or 25,OOOL a year, he ordered an 
allowance to be made to Munny Begum of 72,000 rupees 
per Q7IIlUm, or 7,200L a year; for the Nawab's own mother, 
wbom he thrust as u!lual into a subordinate situation, be 
made an allowance of 3,0001.; to the Sadr-al-llak Khan, 
which is, translated into English, the Lord Chief Justice, he 
allowed the same that he did to the dancing girl-which was 
very liberal in him, I am rather astonished to find it: he 
allowed him 7,200l. a year. 

And who do you think was the next officer he appointed? Appoiut. 

I h Ra· G h f N d h melltoCR.~ja t was t e ~a oordass, t e son 0 un cornar, w ose Goorda.'S. 

testimony upon thid occasion he bas attempted, both before :;::.,!~~d
and since, to weaken; yet he made that compensation to the offiee. 

ID.1.nes of the father by puttin~ the son into this employment, 
with about 6,000L a year. And in this manner he distributes, 
with a wild and liberal profusion, between magistrates and 
dancing girls, the whole spoil of l\Iohammed Reza Khan, 
notwithstanding the Company's direct and positive fl-'8urance 
to him. . 

Then you Gnd the whole in the hands of this dancing Tbe.xawab"s 

girl, as it was before, for the same purpose of putting the ~=und"r 
miscraLle Nawab's whole family into ber handt'o And, that ~~';i'~:,~l 
the fund might be large enough, he did not take the money Begum. 

for this dancing girl out of the Nawah's revenue, of which 
he and tbe (bncing girl had the pri,-ate disposal between 
them, but t.he 8."laI"Y to the office of naib subahdar was paid 
"y the Company. There was some little addition to it, but 
that is of no consequence. 

Now upon what pretence did he do all this? It was The Na .. ab 

represented by the Nawab to Mr. Hastings that he was now =':.::;'!!~ 
of age; that he was an independent sovereign prince; that,ownalT:nrs.. 
being independent and sovereign in his situation, and being 
of full age, be bad a right to manage hi3 own concerns him-
self, and therefore he desired to be admitted to that man:1ge-
ment. Why, my Lords, ostensibly, and supposing that he 
was th~ independent prince, and that the Company had no 
authority over him or had never exercised any authority over 
him through l\Ir. Hastings, there might be a good de..'ll said 
for iL But what was the re..,,1 state of the case? The 
N b • h hand f 'I H t· d TbeNawab ~ awa was a puppet III t e 8 0 j) r. as mgs an "pup""t in 
Munny Begum, and he was obliged, upon producing the ~~;/:.:~ 
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25APn.1859. correspondence, to confess that she was the whole view and 
- end of it. 

Letterorthe I think, [and] your Lordships- will, so extraordinary a cor· 
c~;~gto respondence, wherein a son is made to petition in his own 

e £Iace: name for the elevation of a dancing girl, his step mother, 
;~~i!n~ above himself and everybody else, is such a curiosity as I 
~~I§~.!~n. believe is not to be found in the state correspondence of the 

whole world. The N awab begins thus,-
"The excellency of that policy, by which her highness the Begum" 

-meaning Munny Begum-" may her shadow be far extended, formerly, 
during the time of her administration, transacted the affairs of the 
Nizamut in the very best and most advantageous manner, was, by means 
of the delusions of enemies disguised under the appearance of friends, 
hidden from me. Having lately seriously reflected on my own affairs, I 
am convinced that it was the effect of maternal affection, was highly 
proper and for my interest, and that, except the said Begum is again 
invested with the administration, the regulation and prosperity of this 
family, which is in fact her own, cannot be effected; for this cause, from 
the time of her suspension till now, I have passed my time, and do so 
still, in great trouble and uneasiness. As all affairs, and particularly the 
happiness and prosperity of this family, depend on your pleasure, I now 
trouble you, in hopes that you likewise concurring in this point will be so 
kind as to write in fit and proper terms to her highness the Begum, that 
she will always as formerly employ her authority in the administration of 
the Nizamut and the affairs of this family."" 

This letter, my Lords, was received upon the 23d of 
August. By this letter your Lordships observe two thingd; 
that, some way or other, this Nawab had been, as the fact 
was, desirous of being released from this subjection; but 
now he has got new lights: all the mists are gone, and he now 
finds that she is, tlte, fittest person to govern not only him, 
but the whole country. This young man, who is stated, and 
never denied by Mr. Hastings and Lord Cornwallis, and all 
the rest of the world who know him, to be quite all insuffi

'cient man, begins to be charmed with the excellency of the po-
Bl'econd th licy of Munny Begum. But, though this letter was received 
etterto 0 h h fA h'}' . I . . srune effect. upon t e 25t 0 ugust, yet sue IS IlS VIO ent ImpatIence, 

his impossibility of existing an hour but under the govern
ment of Munny Begum-he had really the impatience of a 
lover-he writes again in five day's; so impatient, anxious, 
jealous, is this young man to be put under the government 

• Printed in the Appendix to tho Fifth Report of the Select Committee 
appointed to take into consideration the state of the administration of justice 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, 1782, No.6. 
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of an old dancing woman. He is afraid Mr. Hastings will 25 APR. 1789. 

imagine that some sinister influence prevailed upon him in so 
natural and proper a. request. He says,-

" Knowing it for my interest and advantage that the administration 
of the affairs of the Nizamut should be restored to her highness the 
Munny Begum, I have already troubled you with my request that, re
garding my situation with an eye of favour, you will approve of this 
measure. I am credibly informed that some one of my enemies, from 
selfish views, has, for the purpose of oversetting this measure, written to 
you that the said Begum procured from me by artifice the letter I WTote 
you on this subject: this causes me the greatest astonishment. Please 
to consider that artifice and delusion are confined to cheats and impost
ors, and can never proceed from a p'erson of such exalted rank-who is 
the head and patron of all tIle famIly of the deceased Nabob my father; 
and that to be deluded, being a proof of weakness and folly, can have 
no relation to me-except:the inventor of this report considers me as void 
of understanding, and has represented me to the gentlemen as a block
head and an idiot. God knows how harshly such expressions appear to 
me, but, as the truth or falsehood has not yet been fully ascertained, I 
have therefore suspended my demand of satisfaction. Should it be true 
be so kind as to inform me of it, that tbe person may be made to answer 
for it."· . 

My Lords, a. very proper demand here. The Nawab is 
astonished at the suspicion that such a woman as Munny 
Degum should be capable of deluding any body-whose 
trade in youth had been delusion. Astonishing it certainly 
was that a woman who had been a deluder in youth should 
be suspected to be the same in old age, and that he, a young 
man, should be subject to artifice. "They must suspect me 
to be a great blockhead if a man of my rank is to be 
deluded" There he forgot that it is the unhappy privilege 
of great men to be cheated, to be deluded, much more than 
other persons. But he thought it so impossible in the 
case of Munny Begum that hc says,-" produce me the 
traitor that could suppose it possible for me to be deluded, 
when I call for this woman as the·governor of thc country: 
I demand satisfaction." I rather wonder that Mr. Hastings 
did not inform him who it was that had reported so gross 
and improbable a tale, and deliver him up to the fury of the 
Nawab. 

Mr. Hastings is besieged by him; for he receives another te~f:;:r 
letter upon the ard of September. Here are four letters, the Nawab. 

following one another quick as post expresses with horns 

• Printed, as above. No.6 (T.). 
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25 APn.1789. sounding before them. "Oh J I die, I perish, I sink, if 
- MlIDny Begum is not put into the government of the coun

try. I therefore desire to have her put into the government 
of the country." 

" I am hopeful that you will not keep me longer in this painful sus
pense, but will be kindly pleased to write immediately to the Munny 
Begum that she take upon herself the administration of the affairs of the 
Nizamut, which is in fact her own family, without the interference of 
any other person whatever. By this you will gin me complete satiE
faction."* 

Here is a state correspondence more like an amorous 
correspondence than I believe ever was known in the 
world. 'What is this man so eager-what in such a rage 
about? What ?-that he cannot endure the smallest delay of 
the post with common patience? Why, lest this oM 
woman-who is not his mother and who had no tie of 
hlood-shouM not be made mistress of himself and the 
whole country. Accordingly, in a. very few months after
wards, he comes to be appointed by Mr. Hastings to the 
government himself, and you may easily judge by the pre
ceding letter who was to govern. It would be an affront 
upon your Lordships' judgment to attempt to prove who 
was to govern, after he had desired to put the whole 
government of affairs into the hands of Munny Begulll_ 

B
lI!nnny. " Now, Munny Begum having been vested with this authority, 
~gl1m 111-, h' b' d hall. . b th tal d . vlosred with avmg 0 tame t e s ary, uavmg een e to an enbre 

:!!r~~rii.r. governor of the country, as I prove by the Nawab's letter, 
let us see the consequences of it: and then I desire to know 
whether your Lordships can believe that all this haste
which in fact is Mr. Hastings' haste and impatience, for we 
shall prove that the Nawab never did or could take a step, 

·but by his immediate orders and directions-whether your 
Lordships can believe that Mr. Hastings would suffer the 
odium of all this, unless he had some corrupt consideration. 

Com(1\I\ill.t :My Lords, very soon after this appointment was made, 
hy the cbICf •• f "r B h h II f h Jr • h justire of conslstmg 0 .n unny egum at t e ea 0 t e allalrS, t e 
~!?l1~~~ld~r Lord Chief Justice under her and under bel' direction, and 
:~::":"ftU- Raja Goordass as steward .of the household, the first thing 

we hear was just what your Lordships expect to hear upun 
such a case-that this unfortunate Chief Justice, who was 

.. Printed, as above, No. 6 (U.), and in the .. Minu!es of the E,·idecce;' 
p.1082. 
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n m:m undoubtedly of but poor, low, disposition, but 125ApR.I'iS9. 
believe a. perfectly honest, perfectly well intentioned, man, 
f.JlInd it absolutely impos3ible for him to execute the 
government under the direction of Munny Begum; and, 
accordingly, in the month of September after the nomination, 
he sends a complaint to Mr. Hastings,-

"1'hat certain bad men had gained an ascendancy oyer tIle Nawab's 
temper, by whose instigation he acts." 

After complaining of the slights he received from the 
Nawnb, he adds,-

"Thus tIley cause the Nabob to treat me sometimes with indignity, 
at others with kindness, just as they think proper to ad,-ise him. Their 
view is, that, by compelling me to clispleasure at such unworthy treat
ment, they may force me either to relinquish my station or to join with 
them, and act by their advice, and appoint creatures of their recommen
da.tion to the difFerent offices, from which they might draw profit b 
themselves."· 

Then he immediately follows that with another letter, to 
show who those corrupt men were that had gained the as
cendency over the Nnwab's temper-namely, the eunuchs of Theio\lI\ud-_-" 

I B f h h d·· . h eneca II "" 11 unny egum-one 0 t em er Irect mst.rument 10 t e to that of 

b 'b . h 111 H' d d' I h d'd h thccun\l('hs rl ery WIt J) r. astmgs; an accor mg y e 1 w at of Munny 

you would expect from such a man. Evel'ything in judg- :Begum 

ment was confounded; all the offices destroyed; and there 
was nothing buta scene of forgery, peculation and knavery, 
of every kind and description, prevailing through the coun-
try, and totally disturbing all order and justice in it. 

"The Begum Ministers before my arrival, with the advice of their 
Counsellors, caused the Nabob to sign a receipt; in consequence of 
which they received at two difFerent. times near 50,000 rupees, in the 
name of the adawlut, fouzdarry, &c., from the Company's eircar; and, 
haloing drawn up an account current in the manner they wished, they 
got the Nabob to sign it, and then sent it to me." 

J n the same letter he asserts,-

"That these Ilcople have the Nabob entirely in their power."t 

My Lords, here he enables the corrupt eunu~hs of tllis 
wicked old woman·to draw upon the Company's treasury at 
their pleasure, under forged papers of the Nawab, for just 

• Extract from letter of the SacJr-al-Hak Khan, quoted in 0 Minute of 
Mr. Francis, 15th Dt!cember, I 779.-Printed in the Fifth Report of the Select 
Committee, Appendix No. G (E.A.). 

t Printed as above. 
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2GAPn.1789. such moneys as they please, under the name and pretence of 
- giving it to the officers of justice, but which they distribute 

among themselves as they think fit. This was the effect in 
the interior part of the country. But that complaint was 
soon followed by another, the consequence of which will 
let you see two things, wllich are the strongest presumptive 

Order from 
M,·.Hast
ings to the 
Nawab not 
to interfere 
with the 
ran.idari.: 

proofs or the corrJlpt motives of Mr. Hastings, and then 
the horrible mischievous effects upon the country. In conse
quence of this first complaint, Mr. Hastings sends to this 
independent Nawab that he should not dare to concern him
self any longer with the faujdari. The Nawab, who had 
before declared that all the offices were his own, and tobc 
executed by himself and under his orders, instantly obeys 
Mr. Hastings, and declares he will not interfere in the busi
ness of the courts any more. Your Lordships will observe 
further, that the eoml)laint is not against him but against the 
creatures and the menial servants of Munny Begum; and yet 

General cor- it is the N awab he forbids to interfere in this business. Of 
ruption in I h I k • h h h 1 the country t 1e ot ers 1e ta es no notice; but, w en t e woe country 
::d!~~~~~ ... was fallen into. confusion, under the administration of this 
t~;uC::;the woman and under her corrupt ministers-men base-born and 

. employed in the basest offices-men of the household train of 

Letter of 
Mr. Hast
ings.de .. 

:~~~i~f t~~e 
rountry. 

the women in that country are of that description-he 
writes to the Nawab again, and confesses himself the 
mischiefs that arose from his corrupt arrangements. This is 
a strong proof of the effect of Mr. Hastings' corrupt dealings 
with this woman. 

" At your Excellency'S request, I sent Sudder ul Hac Khan to take on 
him the administration of the affairs of the adawlut and fouzdarry, 
and hoped by that means, not only to have given satisfaction to your 
Excellency, but that, through his abilities and experience, these affairs 
would have been conducted in such manner as to have secured the peace 
of the country and the happiness of the people. And it is with the 
greatest concern I learn that this measure is so far from being attended 
with the exrected advantages that the affairs both of the fouzdarry and 
adawlut are in the greatest confusion imaginable, and dail'y robberies 
and murders are perpetrated throughout the country. This IS evidently 
owing to the want of a proper authority in the person appointed to 
superintend them. I therefore addressed your Excellency on the impor
tance and delicacy of the affairs in question, I\nd of the necessity of 
lodging full power in the hands of the person chosen to administer them: 
in reply to which your Excellency expressed sentiments coincident with 
mine. Notwithstanding which, your dependants, and people aotuated by 
selfish and avaricious views, have by theidnterference so impeded the 
business as to throw the whole country into a state of confusion, from 
which nothing call retrieve it but an unlimited power lodged in the hands 
of the superintendent. I therefore request that your Excellency will 
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give the strictest injunctions to all your dependants, not to interfere in 25 A1'R.l'l89 
any manner, with any matter relative to the affairs of the adawlut and -
fouzdarry, and that you will yourself relinquish all interference therein, 
and leave them entirely to the management of Sudder ul Hac Khan. This 
is absolutely necessary to restore the country to a state of tranquillity."* 

My Lords, what evidence do we produce to your Lord
ships of the consequence of Mr. Hastings' corrupt measures 1 
His own. He gives you the state of a country by the 
criminal interfering of the wicked woman whom he had 
established in power in that place, totally superseding the 
justice of the country, and throwing everything into con
fusion. As usual, thank God! there is such irregularity in his 
conduct, his crimes are so multiplied, that all the contrivances 
of ingenuity are unable to cover them, and now and then he 
comes and betrays himself. And here he tells you his own 
weakness, and the effects of his own corruption. He had 
appointed Munny Begum to this power; he dare not say a 
word to her, but he lays the whole upon the Nawab. When !tIr. ~3St-
b Ch' f J' I ' h h' . mgsmduced t e Ie usbce comp ams t at t ese crImes were m con- by fear of 

scquence of the favour of Munny Begum and her creatures ~rs~}:'~'ibes 
-these crimes which Mr. Hastings, by means of this wicked ttOhesWJ,.°rt 

. h did h h .....,um. woman, was carrymg on-w y e not say to t e Nawab 
-" The'Begum must not interfere; the Begum's eunuch 
must not interfere!" He dare not: became that woman had 
concealed all the bribes but one from the public notice, to 
gratify him. She bad it in her power to discover the whole, 
[she] an~ Yatibar Ali Khan, her minister, who had the 
principal share in this destruction of justice and perversion 
of all the principal functions of government. Mr. Hastings 
was obliged, in consequence of that transaction, to support 
her and support him. He had every principle; for he 
bought a mercenary silence to pay them. It was a wicked 
silence-the concealing t~eir common guilt: and you will see 
what use he makes of the evidence of Yatibar Ali Khan for 
concealing their guilt, and of this woman for concealing it. 
There is a corrupt gratitude at once operating a corrupt 
influence- a' corrupt fear influencing at once upon the mind 
of Mr. Hastings, and which did not enable him to put an end 
to this scene of disorder and confusion, bought at the expense 
of 24,0001. a year to the Company. 

Your Lordships will observe that that virtuous majo- Exact ac

rity, whose reign was but short, and who died of griefr;~[~~~~, 

• Quoted ill Mr. Francis' Minute, and printed as above. 
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2:; APR. 1789. and \Texation under all the impediments that they met 
mod lli' • .a with from Mr. Hastings, who was indirectly the t'hedder 
KilIan, hyof their blond by the con-uptions and oppositions they 
OTt or of the • h . . k 1. 1d II h h majority of met WIt -It IS nown to t11e wor very we t at t ey 
the Couneil. b· k th' Itt I' d f'· l' . ro e elr le3r s-pn 1 lelr con uet out 0 SUspIcIon, lOr 

Noacrount 
rt·quircd of 
MUllOY 
Begllm by 
III ... Hast
in~. 

they ordered an exact accolmt to be kept by Mohammed 
Reza Khan, who certainly, if any i>erson in tIle country 
could be trusted upon his word and character, might bc 
trusted. But they did not trust him, because they knew' 
the Company did not suffer them to trust any man. They 
ordered an exact account to be kept by llim of the Nawab's 
expenses, which finally must be the Company's expense:!. 
They ordered the account to be Bent down yearly, to be con-
trolled, if necessary, tLat the means of control might exist. 

'Vhat was Mr. Hastings' conduct? He did not give them 
any order to produce any account, though their chamctcr 
and circum8tanccs were such as made an account ten thou
sand times more necesc>ary from tllCm than from those from 
wllom it had been in former times by the Company strictly 
exacted. So that his not ordering any account of the mont'y 
to be laid ont leaves no doubt that, in llis appointing 
Munny Begum, be went back to his old bribes-tllat he 
continued her for the purpose of robbing the country; IIC 
continued these practices to the ruin of the justice of the 
country. 

Ccnsnreby This continued too long for the good of the country, but 
~~ ~;rcrl;. did not continue absolutely and relatively long; because the 
!oi'" ,lIasl;. conrt of Directors, as soon as they beard of this iniquitous 
~~'i::t:'~ts. appointment, which glared upon them in an the light of its 

inf.'lmy, immediate1y wrote the strongest, the most decided, 
and the most peremptory, censure upon him-attributing 
his acts, everyone of them, to the same causes to whieh I 
attribute them. To let you see that the court of Directors 
saw the t.hing in the very light I represent it to your Lord
ships, and indeed in which everyone must Bce it, they 
reprobate nIl his idle excuses; they reprobate all the actors 
in the scene; they consider it to be not the Nawab but him; 
that the object of the appointment of Munny Begum WIM 

money, and that the object of that appointment was the 
robbci'y of the Nawab's treasury. 

""re by no means approve your late proceedings on the application of 
the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla for the removal of the Naib Soubadar. 
The requisition of Mobareck ul Dowla was improper and unfriemlIy, 
because he. must have known that the late appointment of Mahomed 
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Reza Khan, \:0 the office of Naib .Soubadar, had been marked with the 25 APR. 1789. 
the Company'. special approbation, and that the Court of Directors had -
8uured him of their favour, 80 long as a firm attachment to the Com-
panv's interest and a proper discharge of the duties of his station should 
render him worthy of their protection. We, therefore, repeat our de
claration, that, to require the dismission of a prime minister thus circum~ 
staneed, without producing the remotest proof of his infidelity to the 
Company, or venturing to charge him with one instance of m~-adminis-
tration in the discharge of his public duty, was improper and inconsistent 
with the friendship subsisting between the Nabob of Bengal and the 
Company." 

And, further on, they say :-
.. The Nabob having intimated that he had repeatedly stated the 

trouble and uneasiness which he had suffered from the Naibship of the 
Nizamut being vested in Mahomed Reza Khan, we observe one of the 
members of your Board desired the Nabob's repeated letters on the sub~ 
ject might be read; but this reasonable request was overruled, on a plea 
of saving the Board's time, which we can by no means admit as a suffi
cient objection, The Nabob's letters of the 25th and 30th of August, 
of the 3rd of September and 17th of November, leave us no doubt of 
the true design of this extraordinary business, being to bring forward 
Munny Begum and again to invest her "ith improper power and 
influence; notwithstanding our former declaration that so great a part 
of the Nabob'oJ allowance had been embezzled or misapplied under her 
8uperintendence. Instead of your declaring that the Nabob's demands 
were grounded on positive rights, which will not admit of discussion
thd the Nizamut is his inheritance-that the dependants of the NizBmut, 
Adawlut and Foujedarry. appertain to that inheritance; that, as he is 
pleased to demand and assert the positive rights of his office as Nizam of 
the provinces, there is no ground for denying his request; and that a re
ference to the Company would be an evasion unbecoming the honour of 
Government; the Nabob might have been reminded that aN aib Soubadar 
was appointed. and the office continued without interruption or objection 
during tbe gO\'ernment of his ancestors, who must have been supposed 
more capable of governing the provinces than a youth of 20 years of 
age. You have requested this unexperienced young man to permit all 
the present judges and officers of the Nizamut and Foujedarry adawluts 
or courts of criminal justice, and also all the Foujedars or officers 
appointed to guard the peace of the country, to continue in office until 
he the Nabob shall have formed a plan for a new arrangement of those 
offices; and it is with equal surprise and concern that we observe this 
request introduced, and the Nabob's ostensible rights so solemnly 
aaserted, a' this period, by our Governor General; because, on a late 
occasion, to aerve a very different purpose, he has not scrupled to declare 
it as visible as the light of the sun thaf the Nabob is a mere pageant, 
and without even the shadow of authority. No circumstance has 
happened since that declaration was made to render the Nabob more 
independent, nor to give him any additional degree of power and con
sequence. .. • 

• ExtTact of General Letter from the court of Directors to Bengal, 
dated 4th February, 1779.-Printed in tbe Appendix to the Fifth Beporl of 
the Selecl Committee, NQ, G (A. a.). 
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2GAPB.l789. At present I do not think it necessary to trouble your 
Corrupt Lordships, because it is more than enough-it is slaying 
motives of the slain-to show what Mr. Hastino<1s' motives were,' that 
Mr. Hast. 
inga. he acted against the sense of the East India Company ap-

pointed by an Act of Parliament to control him ; that he did 
it for a corrupt purpose; that all his pretences were false 
and frauaulent; and that he had his own corrupt views in 
the whole of the proceeding. 

~~;~":lhOd I beg your Lordships ~o consider that,,in this Btatem~nt 
~'~I:.ru:~Off that I make .to

h 
yo hi!.! 0hfMthisHmat~er, you wIllTohbserve the m

rityofthe struments WIt w c r. astmgs acts. e great men 
Nawab. of that country, and particularly the subahdar himself, the 

Nawab, is in BO equivocal a situation that it affords him two 
bolting holes, by which he is enabled to resist the authority 
of the Company and exercise an arbitrary authority of his 
own; for, though the Nawab has the titles of high sove
reignty, he is the lowest of all dependants. He appears to 
be the master of the country; he is a pensioner of the 
government. When Mr. Hastings wants him to obey and 
answer his corrupt purposes, he finds him in the character 
of a pensioner. When he wants his authority, to support 
him in opposition to the authority of the Company, imme
.diately he invests him with high sovereign powers, and 
he dare not execute the orders of the Company, for fear 
of doing eome act that will make him odious in the eyes of 
God and man. We see how' he appointed all officers for 
him, and forbade his interference in all affairs. When the 
Company see the imJ;>ropriety and the guilt of these acts, 

He te da and order him..to rescmd them and appoint again Mohammed 
tor:r:t! Reza Khan, he declares he will not-that he cannot do it in 
tt~'h~b justice; but that he will consent to send him the order of 
~:~:ed~!o the Company, but without backing it with any order of the 
liea.mmIDd Board: which, Bupposing even there had been no private 

za \8Jl. communication, was in other words commanding him to 
disobey it. 

So this poor man, who a short time before was at the 
feet of Mr. Hastings, whom Mr. Hastings declared to be a 
pageant, and swore in a court of jus~ice. that he was but a 
pageant-and he followed that affidaVIt WIth long declarations 
in Council that he was a pageant in sovereignty and ought 
in policy ever to be held out as such-that man he sets up 
in opposition to. the Company, and refuses to appoint 
Mohammed Reza Khan, who was guaranteed by the express 
faith of the Company, pledged to his support in his office. 
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JVill any man tell me that that resistance, under such base lIS Al'R.l789. 

and plausible pretences, could be any other than following -
systematically up the system of corruption and the bribes 
he had received from Munny Begum? 

But there is another circumstauce that puts it in a Rejection of 
. h N b' k th· the order by stronger lIght. He opposes t e awa s moe au ority to the Nawab. 

the authority of the Company. He receives an answer, 
defying that authority of the Company, and leaves Mo-
hammed Reza Khan unemployed, because he cannot in 
justice execute orders from the Company-though they are 
his undoubted masters-contrary to the rights of the N awab. 
You see what the rights of the Nawab were. The rights 
of the Nawab were to be governed by Munny Begum and 
her scandalous ministers. But, however, we see him there 
now. He is exalted an independent sovereign: he defies 
them at the head of their armies and their treasury. That 
name that makes alllndia shake was defied by one of its 
pensioners. 

My Lords, human greatness is an unstable thing. This 
man 80 suddenly exalted by Mr. Hastings was as soon 
depressed, and the manner of his depression is as curious as 
that of his exaltation, and will tend to show you the man 
most clearly. l\Ir. Francis, who constantly had opposed Support of 
'Ir H . • . I f h d· . I f Mohammed 
J). astwgs upon prmClp es 0 onour an prlDClp es 0 Reza Khall 

obedience to the authority under which he acted, had con- ~~is. 
stantly asserted that Mohammed Reza Khan ought to be 
put into employment. Mr. Hastings constantly opposed 
him, and the reason he gave for it. was that it was against 
the direct rights of the Nawab, and that they were rights 
that were so sacred that they could not be infringed, even 
by the sovereign authority of the Company ordering him to 
do it. He had so great an aversion to the least subtraction 
of right, that he would not suffer this man to be invested 
with his office, under the Company's authority, by the express 
command of the court of Directors. The Nawab was too 
sovereign, too supreme, for him to do it. But, such is the 
fate of human grandeur, that a whinIsical event reduced the 
Nawab to his state of pageant again and made him the sub-
ject of you will see whom. Mr. Francis, who all along had 
never followed any principle but that which he had rollow~ 
in conformity to his own plans and those of his virtuous 
colleagues. llllmely, an entire obedience to the laws of his 
country, had never contended for anyone thing but an obe-
dience to them on the part of l\Ir. Hastings, in any instance 

02 
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25Apn.i~89.and in any 'vay. Mr. Hastings had other principles. H~ 
found he was so embarrassed by his disobedience to the 
spirit of the orders of the Company, by the various wild 
projects he had formed, that, even with the majority of the 
Council, he found it was necessary for him at any price to 
gain over, Mr. Francis. , 

His almn. Mr. Francis, frightened by the same miserable situation 
donmentot f h' 't' d • d th h' 1 f OP~sition .() t IDgS-l waS,lD a most angerous perlO - e elg It 0 

~gs ~n~":t~ ,the Marhatta war-Mr. Francis was willing likewise to give 
~~io~_~fhi. up his opposition to 'him, and to suspend the execution of 
.~m ..... mg • h fi 1 h' d . h h bli Mobammed many rig tnt mgs nn to gIve t em up to t e pu c ne-
Reza Khan. cessity. Accordingly he agreed with Mr. Hastings. 'What 

was the price of that surrender? Any base purpose? Any 
desertion of public duty? No; all that he desired of Mr. 
Hastings was, that he should obey the orders of the Company, 
and, among other acts of his 1>bedience, that Mohammed 
Reza Khan should be put into that place. 

The Nawab You have heard how Mr. Hastings opposed the order of 
::,~~ro:!~n& the Company, and for what he opposed it. On the 1st of 
!'t~rd·~~t- September he sent an order for the Nawab to !rive up this rngs w_ • ~ 

tiOD. place to Mohammed Reza Khan, which he had represented 
as a dethroning of the Nawab. The order went on the ]st 
of September, and on the 3rd this great and mighty prince, 
whom all earth could not move from the assertion of his 
rights, gives them~all up, and Mohammed Reza Khan is 
invested with them. So there were all his pretences gone. 
It is plain the whole was done for Muuny Begum; and 
when he gave up anything it was from necessity. It shows 
that the Nawab was the meanest of his servants; for his 
daily bread undoubtedly was eaten out of the hands of Mr. 
Hastings, through Munny Begum. 

Private'assu. Mohammed Reza Khan was' invested Roooain with that 
~~:at"tt~~ place; but such was the treachery of Mr. Hastings that, 
~::n~P."h'~nrd though he wrote to the Nawab it was done in consequence 
be.reo d u of the orders of the Company, he did clandestinely, according 
acmde • to his usual mode, assure the N awab that Mohammed Reza 

Khan should not hold the place longer than till he heard 
from England. Then he wrote another, thAt he should hold 
it no longer than while he submitted to his present necessity. 
So here he gave to his colleague what he. refused to the 
Company, and engaged privately that he would dismiss 

~1L~::,ed Mohammed Reza Khan again; and, the moment he thought 
removed an Mr. Francis was not in a condition to give him trouble any 
fr!?m office. longer, that moment he turned Mohammed Reza Khan o~t 
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again from that gelleralsuperintendence of affairs which the 25 APn.1789. 

COlDllany gave him-deposed him as a minister-left him -
only in a very confined manner as a magistrate; and all 
these changes-no les~ than four great revolutions, if I may 
so call them-were made by ~r. Hastings for this corrupt 
purpose. This is the manner in which Mr. Hastings has played 
with the most sacred objects that man ever had a, dealing 
with-with the government-with the justice-with the 
order-with the dignity-with the nobility-of a great 
country. He played with them to satisfy his own wicked 
and corrupt purposes, through the basest instrument that 
ever was known. 

Now, my Lords, I have done with the presumption thatInrercn~of 
fi h• h' h I h h fi b .. corruptIOn, arose rom t IS W IC ave sown rst, ecause It IS a with breach 

strong presumption npon all the other proceedings arising ~~;th and 

from corruption with M unny Begum; and, next, to show 
that it is not a slight crime, but that it is attended with 
breach of public faith-with a breach of his orders-with a 
breach of the whole English Government and the destruction 
of the native government, of the police, the order, the safety, 
the security and the justice, of the country-all much con-
cerned in this cause. Therefore the Commons stand before 
the face of the world to say we have brought a cause-a 
great cause-a cause worthy the Commons of England to 
prosecute, and worthy the Lords to judge and determine 
upon. . 

Now, I have nothing further, after these presumptions Corruption 
b · fi' h d, h h h foftheseremg DIS e t an to state w at t e consequences are 0 viceconsc-
Mr. Hastings taking bribes; that Mr. Hastings taking ~:'I~~!'t_ 
bribes is not only his own corruption, but it is the incurable lb'ngs' brio 

. f h hI' ery. corrupbon ° t e woe serVIce. . 
I will show, first, that he was named in 1773 to put an 

end to that corruption. I will show that he did not; that 
he knowingly and wilfully connived at it; and that that 
connivance was the principal cause of all the disorders that 
have hitherto prevailed in that country. 

I will show you that he positively retusea to obey the 
Company's ordere, to inquire into or to correct the corrup
tions that prevailed in that country. Next, that he esta
blished an avowed system of connivance, in order to gain 
everything that was corrupt in the country. And that, 
lastly; to secure it, he gave up all the prosecutions, and ener
vated and took away the sole arm left to the Company for 



102- Opening ojthe Sixtl, Charg~Presents: 

21 Al'B.1789. the assertion of authority, and the preservation of good 
- morals and purity in their service. 

My Lords, here is a letter, in the year 1113, in which the 
court of Directors had, upon his own representation, ap
proved some part of his conduct. He is charmed with their 
approbation; he promises the greatest things. But then, 

His excuses that very instant, he proceeds in the following manner, that, 
~ct;~~~~ I believe your Lordships will see, a. more deliberate system 
r:::~~u~';;'r- for, not only being corrupt himself, but supporting corrup
n't!! r~e tion in others, never was exhibited in any public papers,
service. 

Insincerity 
of his ex· 
cuses. 

.. While I indulge the pleasure which I receive from the past suc
cesses of my endeavours [I own 1 cannot refrain from-looking back with 
a. mixture of anxiety on the omissions, by which 1 am sensible 1 may 
since have hazarded the diminution of your esteem. All my letters 
a.ddressed to your Honourable Court, and to the Secret Committee, 
repeat the strongest promises of prosecuting the inquiries into the con
duct of your servants, which you had been pleased to commit particu
larly to my charge. You will readily perceive that I must have been 
sincere in those declarations, since it would have argued great indis
cretion to have made them had I foreseen my inability to perform them. 
1 find myself now under the disa"areeable necessity of avowing that 
inability: at the same time. I will boldly take upon me to affirm that, on 
whomsoever you might have delegated that charge, and by whatever 
powers it might have been accompanied, it would have been sufficient to 
occupy the entire attention of those who were entrusted with it; and, 
even with all the aids ofleisure and authority, would have proved ineffec
tual. I dare appeal to the public records-to the testimony of those who 
have opportunities of knowing me. and even to the detail, which the 
public voice can report -of the past acts of this government, that my 
time has been neither idly nor uselessly employed; yet such are the 
cases and embarrassments of this various state, that although much may 
be done, much more ev,en in matters of moment mnst necessarily remain 
neglected. To select from the miscellaneous heap, which each day's 
exigencies pl'tlSent to -our choice. those points on which the general 
welfare of your affairs most essentially depends; to provide expedients 
for future advantages, and guard against proba.ble evils, are all that your 
administration can faithfully promise to perform for your service with 
their united labours most diligently exerted. 'I'hey cannot look back 
without sacrificing the objects of their immediate duty which are those of 
your interests to endless researches which can produce no real good; and 
may expose your affairs to all the ruinous consequences of] personal 
malevolence bot.h here and at home."'" 

My Lords, this is the first man that I believe ever took 
credit for his sincerity from his breach of his promises. " I 
could not have made these promises if I had not thought that 

----------------------------
• Extract of letter from Mr. Hastings to the Court of Directol'8l dated 

11th November, 1778.-Priuted in the Appendix to the Fifth Report of th& 
Select Committee on Indian AffairS, No.5. 
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I could perform them. Now I find I cannot perform them; 26 Apn. 1789. 

and you have in that non-performance, and in that profession, -
a security for my sincerity when 1 promised them." Upon 
this principle, any man who makes a. promise luis nothing to 
do afterwards but to say that he finds himself, without assign-
ing any particular cause for it, unable to perform it, not only 
to justify himself for his non-performance, but to justify him-
self and claim credit for sincerity in his original profession. 
This was a charge given him specially, and he promised obedi-
ence, over and over, upon the spot and in the country, in which 
he was no novice-for he had been bred in it; it was his native 
country in one sense j and it was the place of his renewed 
nativity and regeneration. Yet this very man, as if he was 
a novice in it, says-"'1 promised you what I now find I 
cannot perform." Then he does worse: he says, he cannot 
perform it without giving up his whole time: he says, no 
man could perform it if he gave up his whole time to it: 
and lastly. he says, that the inquiry into these corruptions, 
even if you succeeded in them, would do more harm than 
good. 

Now, was there ever an ,instance of a man 80 basely ~esertion of 
deserting a duty, and giving so base a reason for it? His hIS duty. 

duty was to put an end to corruption in every I;hannel of 
government. "It cannot be done." " Why 1" " Because 
it would expose our affairs to malignity and enmity, and end, 
perhaps, to our disadvantage." Not' only will he connive 
himself, but he advises the Company to do it. For fear of 
what 1-for fear that their service wa." so abandoned and 
corrupt that the display of the evil would tend more to their 
disreputation than all their attempts to reform it would 
tend to their service. . 

Mr. Hastings should naturally have imagined that the law 
was a resource in this desperate case of bribery. He tells 
you that, in that charge of oppression,-

"Though they were supported by the cries of the people, and the most 
authentio· representations. yet it is impossible in most cases' to obtain 
legal proofs." 

Here is a total system of despair upon the business, 
which I hope and believe is not a desperate one, and has 
not proved a desperate one whenever a rational attempt 
has been made to pursue it. Here you find hint corrupt, 
and you find, in consequence of that cOlTuptioIi, that he 
screens the whole body of corruptions in India, and pretends 
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25ArR, 1789, nn absolute despair of any possibility, by any nrt or add rest', 
of putting' tin end to them. Nay, he tells you that, if cor
ruption did not exist, jf it was not connived at, the India 
Company could not exist. Whether that be a truth or 
not I cannot tell ; but this I know, that it is the most 
horrible picture that ever was made of any country, It 
might be 'eaid that these were excuses for omissions-sins of 

]lis con- omission there he calls them. I will show that they were 
~~':b::", systematic; that Mr. Hastings did uniformly contend that 

he would connive at abuses. When the whole mystery of 
the iniquity in which he himself was deeply concerned
when all the Company's orders were contravened-when 
contracts were given directly contrary to their orders, and 
upon principles subversive to their government, leading to all 
manner of . oppression and ruin to the country-what was 
Mr. Hastings' answer?-

.. I must here remark that the majority 
I had not the power of establishing it ... • 

Then he goes on and states other cases of corruption, at 
everyone of whieh he winks. Here he states anotherl'eason 
for his connivance. "Suppose again "-for he puts another 
supposition: and these suppositions are not hypotheses laid 
down for argument, but real facts existing then before the 
Council examining into grievances-

" Suppose again that any person had benefitted himself _ • . _ • 
unprofitable discussion ... • 

Here is a direct avowal of his refusing to examine into the 
conduct of 'persons in the Council, even in the bighest de
partments of government, and the best paid, for fear he 
should dissatisfy them, and should lose their votee, by dis
covering those peculations and corruptions, though he per
fectly knew them_ Was there ever, since the world began, 
any man who would dare to avow such sentiments until 
driven to the wall? If he could show that he aLhorred 
bribes and kept at a distance from them, then he might SllY 

"I connive at the bribes of others"; but, when he acknow
ledges that he takes bribes, how can you doubt tIIat he buys 
a corrupt confederacy: and puts an end to any hope through 
him of reformation of the abuses at Bengal? But your 

• The paper referred to has not been found. 
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Lordsbips will see that he not only connived at abuse, but 25 APR. 1789. 

patronised it--supported it-for his own political purposes, His -;;;OU. 
as he llere himself confesses; that, if it created him ill ~~~::;'t1~1~r 
humour, produced him an opposition in Council, he sacri- tO~inSuP· 
ficed the power of the Company and the constitution of

Por
• 

their government. Did he so? The Company ordered him 
to prosecute those people, and their constitution required 
that they should be prosecuted. " No," says Mr. Hastings, 
"the conniving at it procurel:l a majority of votes." The 
very thing that he bought was not worth half the price he 
paid for it. He was sent torefQrm corruptions, and, in 
order that he might reform corruptions, he winked at, coun
tenanced and patronised them, to get a majority of votes; 
and what was in fact a sacrifice to his own interest, ambition 
and corruption, he calls a sacrifice to the Company! So he 
puts this alternative-" either give everything into my band 
-suffer me to go on and have no control-or else I wink at 
every species of corruption." It is a remarkable and stu-
pendous thing that, when all the world was alarmed at the 
disorder of the Company, when that alarm procured his being 
sent ont, when Parliament took such an alarm at it that they 
suspended the constitution of the Company, and appointed 
another government, that he should tell that Company that 
Parliament had done wrong. and that the person put at the 
head of that government was to wink at these abuses. 

But he went furt.her: he not only declared that, upon 
general principles, it was impossible to pursue the delin
quencies of India, and, if possible to pursue them, that 
mischief would happen from it, but your Lordships will 
observe that, in this business, during the whole period of 
time for which that body was sent out to inquire into and 
reform the corruptions of that government, not one person 
was called to an account, nor, except Mr. Hastings, this day, 
:my one punished for delinquency: whether be will be 
punished or no time will show. I have no doubt of your 
Lordships' justice, and of the goodness of· our cause; but he 
was by his connivance and protection the promoter of all the 
evils in India. The table of the House of Commons groaned Prosecutions 

under complaints of the evils growing in India under this f~D'1~ by 

systematic connivance of Mr. Hastings. The Directors had rector •• 

set on foot prosecutions-God knows how; but, such as they 
were, they were their only remedy; and they began to consider 
at last that these prosecutions had taken a long oblivious Dap 



106 Opening oj the Bizth Charge-Presents: 

2UPB.1789. of many years; and, at last, kno\ving that they were likely, 
- in the year 1782, to be called to a strict account about their 

own conduct, they began to rouse themselves, and they write 
thus ;-

" Having, in several of our letters to you, very attentively perused all 
the proceedings referred to in these paragraphs relative to the various 
forgeries on the Company's treasuries. we lament exceedingly that the 
parties should have been 80 long in confinement without being brought 
to trial." 

Here, my Lords, after that justice had been asieep a while, 
it was renewed and revived. They directed two things; 
first, that they should pursue those suits; but, whether pur
sued or no, that they should give an account of the state of 
them, that they might give orders concerning them. 

Your Lordships see they write; you see theoroers of the 
Company. Did they want to pursue and to revive these 
dormant prosecutions f They want to have a state of them, 
that they may know how to direct the future conduct of 
them with more effect and vigour than had yet been pursued. 

!.:~~~'lj,e You would naturally imagine that Mr. Hastings did not obey 
prosecutions their orders or obeyed them languidly. No; he took another 
by Mr. Hast· H 
ing.. part. e says,-

" Having attentively read and weighed the arguments • • • . • 
for withdrawing them."* . 

So he begins with the general principle of connivance; 
he directly avows he does it for a political purpose; and 
when the Company directs he shall proceed in the suits, in
stead. of referring it to their judgments, he takes the judg
ment on himself, and says they are untenable. He directly dis
charges the prosecutions of the Company, supersedes the 
authority of his masters, and gives a general release to all 
the persons who were still suffering by the feeble footsteps 
of justice in that country. He gave them an act of indem
nity J and that was the last of his acts. When you find a 
man taking bribes; when you find a man establishing prin
ciples of connivance; when you find a man establishing 
principles of connivance for his own support; and when you 
find him ordered to raise special proceedings against particu
lar men, he discharges them and gives them an indemnity by 
his own act I 

• The letter referred to has Dot beeD found. 
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Now, am I justified in showing the consequence of his !IIAPlLl789. 

bribery-the presumptions that arise from his own bribes, ConcI.;;ion 

in being 60 attentive to secure others from the consequences ~':!:lri!ilt 
of theirs, and when ordered to carry on a suit discharging connivance 

it 1 When we see that, can we avoid jU~a1ng and forming ::o~nup
our opinions upon two grand points-first, that no man 
would proceed in that universal patronage of guilt, unless he 
was guilty himself; next, thai by an universal connivance for 
fourteen years, he is himself the cause and main spring of aU 
the evils, calamities, extortion and bribery, that have pre-
vailed and ravaged that country 60 long a time? There is 
no doubt either of the presumption of his guilt or of the 
consequences of it, by which he has indeed given over the 
last expiring hope and glimpse there was of procuring a 
remedy for India for the evils that exist in it. 

I would mention, as a postscript to what I have said~. Hast. 
respecting the situation of Munny Begum, he did not end :rnd::
there. "nen he could no longer put the government into :.~=on 
the hands of that infamous woman, he sent an amorous, Begum. 

sentimental, letter to the Company, describing her miserable 
situation, and advising the Company to give her a pension of 
72,000 rupees a year to maintain her; and he describes her 
situation in such a sentimental way as must melt every 
hearL He supposes her reduced by the cruel orders of the 
Company, who retain from her money which they were 
never obliged to give ber. That representation he made to 
the Company alone, because his colleagues would not coun-
tenance him in it; for we find, upon looking into Lord 
Cornwallis' last examination into the state of this unhappy 
family, that this woman was able to lend to Mobario-ud-
Dowla 20,000L Mr. Hastings could not avoid it, because Indnced by 

be knew that, if he quitted the country without securing !l;;~nf:::;' 
that woman-without giving her a hope that she had an ~n:,.her 
agent here who could procure by his credit that money 
which by his authority he had before procured for her-she 
could then make a discovery of all that corruption that had 
been carried on between them; and therefore he sqnanders 
away the treasures of the Company in order to secure him 
from any auch inquiries, and to procure him razi namas- and 
all those fine things. He knew that Munny Begum-that 
the whole seraglio-that aU the country-whom he had put 
under the dominion of Sir John D'Oyley-that all those 

• Properly. deed of -t. but here ued in the sense of. testimonial 
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llSApR.17S9, people might have made a <liscovery of all his corrupt pro-
- ceedings. He gets the Nawab to appoint Sir John D'Oyley 

his agent here for carrying on these things, to stop his mouth, 
and by the hope of another 160,000[. a year to prevent his 
giving an account of the dilapidation and robbery that was 
made of the 160,OOOl. that was left him. 

!~l~~o~:;p_ My Lords, I wish you to refer back to what I said about 
liortort~ l\Iunny Begum, to show you that from the day of his 
r':~~~, r bribery, from the 12th of August, 1'172, down to this very 
the bribe III h fi th k f 'n"' h • hI N b' r -I 17711. our, or e sa eo pI agmg t at nusera e awa s JaIDI y, 

he has never omitted to support that woman who bribed 
him; and therc is an attempt to waste and dilapidate the 
Company's moneys, to give rewards to that very woman, she 
wallowing in money, whom he represents, with as much 
fairness as" he represents himself, to be in a state or the 
most miserable poverty and distress-

Now I have finished what I proposed to say relative to 
his great fund or bribery, in the first instance or it, namely, 
in the administration or justice in the country. There is 
another system or bribery which I shall state before my 

~~ ~~:!ror friends produce the evidence. He puts all the great offices 
the country. of the country to sale. He makes use or the trust of the 

revenues in order to destroy the' whole system of tIlOse 
revenues, to make them bound and to be subservient to his 
system or bribery; which will make it necessary that your 
Lordships should couple the consideration or the charge of 
the revenues, in some instances, with that or bribery. 

The next day your Lordships meet-and I hope I shall 
not detain you so long-I mean to open the second stage or 
his bribery-the period or discovery: ror the first stage was 
the period of concealment. When he found his bribes could 
no longer be concealed, he next took upon him to discover 
them himself, and to take merit from them. I think it is 
not necessary to fatigue your Lordships with that at present; 
but, upon the next court day that you shall be pleased to 
appoint, I will open the second scene of his peculation-his 
new principles of it; and I will dery your Lordships to form 
a judgment which of them is the most iniquitous, though 
this next is the newest that ever was practised: and, whether 
treading in old corruptions and excelling the examples he 
imitated, or whether exhibiting new ones of his own, is the 
most iniquitous and attended with most evil to the Company, 
I must leave your Lordships to judge. At present I submit 
thelle considerations to your judgment, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RT. 
nON. EDMUND BURKE, :MANAGER FOR THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, IN OPENING THE SIXTH 
ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRE
SENTS; 5 MAY, 1789. 

My LORDs,-Agreeably to your Lordships' proclama- /j MAY 1789. 

tion, which I have just heard, and the duty enjoined me by 
the House of Commons, 1 come forward to make good their 
charge of high crimes and misdemeanours against Warren 
Hastings, Esq., late Governol' General of Bengal, and now 
a prisoner at your bar. 

My Lords, since I had last the honour of standing in this Referellceto 
place before your Lordships, an event has happened upon H~~~~ ':[rthe 
which it is difficult to speak and impossible to be silent. My Comm~lls. 

• cenSUl'lng 
Lord", I have been disavowed by those who sent me here to hi. im . 

. I M L d I h b d' d • puting the represent t lem. y or s, ave een 18avowe 10 a rna- death of 
te"I'al enO'agement which I made to tMs House to perform Nundcomar • t> ., • to Mr. Hast· 
My Lords, that disavowal has been followed by a censure. ings. 
And yet, my Lords, so censured and so disavowed, by such an 
authority, I am sent here again to this place of my offence 
under the same commission, by the same authority, to make 
good the same charge against the same delinquent. My Rellew~d 
L d h • •• d Ii L Th • • . hauthOl~tyto or 5, t e sltuation IS new an . aw u e sltuatIon IS SUC procee.1 in 
as, I believe and I am sure, has nothing like it on the records the charges. 
of Parliament, nor probably in the history. of mankind. My 
Lords, it is not only new and singular, but I believe, to many 
persons who do not look into the true interior nature of 
affairs, it may appear that it would be to me as mortifying as 
it is unprecedented. But, my Lords, I have, in this situation 
and upon tIle consideration of all the circumstances, some- proorofhthll 
h• fi d • d • h hI' zeal ott e t 109 more to ee my mm WIt t an mere conso atJon; housein~he 
be~use, my Lords, I look upon the whole of these circum- prosecution. 
stances, considered together, as the strongest, the most de-
cisive aDd the least equivocal, proof which the Commons of 
Great Britain can give of their sincerity and zeal in this 
prosecution. My Lords, is it from a mistaken tendernesil or 
a blind partiality to me that, thus censured, they have sent 
me into this place? . No ; my L~rds ~ it is because they feel 
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IS MAY 1789. and recognise in their own breasts that active principle of 
- justice, that zeal for the relief of the people of India, that 

zeal for the honour of Great Britain, which characterises me 
and my excellent associates; and, in spite of any defects, in 
consequence of that zeal which they applaud while they 
censure its mistakes, and because they censure· its mistakes 
do but more applaud, have sent me to this place, instructed 
but not dismayed, to pursue this prosecution against Warren 
Hastings, Esq. . 

And, therefore, your Lordships will be pleased to consider 
this, as I consider it, not as a thing honourable to me, in the 
first place, . but as honourable to' the Commons of Great 
Britain, in whose honour the national glory is deeply con
cerned, that I should suffer myself with pleasure to be sacri
ficed in what perhaps is dearer to me than my life, my 
reputation, rather tha~ suffer it to be supposed that the 
Commons could for one moment have faltered in their duty. 

Hi. en· _ My Lords, I, on one hand, feeling myself supported and 
:~m encouraged, feeling protection and countenance from this 
~~~g~~r'the admonition and warning which has been given to me, 'Will 
House. show myself, on the other hand, not unworthy so great a 

mark of the favour of the Commons-a distinguished mark 
of favour, not the consequence of flattery hut of opinion. 
Animated by that noble reward, which I shall always consider 
the confidence of the Commons to be, animated and encou
raged by tllat noble reward-the only reward, but a rich 
reward, which I have received for the toils and lahours of a 
long life-I proceed, with the Commons thus vindicated and 
myself thus encouraged, for such I consider it to be, in 
making good the honour of the Commons, which is the 
national honour. For, my Lords, if any weak circumstance 
-if any feebleness of nerves-if any yielding to any weak 
and popular opinions and, delusions, were to shake us, con
sider what the situation of this country would be. This 
prosecution, if ill-digested, weakly conceived or intempe
rately pursued, ought neveI' to have been brought to your 
Lordships' bar; but being brought to your Lordships' har 
the nation is committed to it, and the least appearance of 
uncertainty would ruin us for ever. Esto perpetua bas been 
said i esto perpetua, much more be it said, to its glory and 
perfection i and I will say that, as we have raised and ex
hibited a theatre of justice which has excited the admiration 
of all Europe, there would be a sort of lustre in our infamy 
and ~ splendour hi. the: disgra~ t4at we. shou!d bring upon 
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ourselves, if we should, just at that moment, turn that the- II llA.y U89. 

atre of our glory into a spectacle of dishonour, beyond that -
which has ever happened to any country of the world. 
Therefore, the Commons of Great Britain, whilst willing to 
keep a strong and firm hand over all those who represent 
them in any business, do at the same time encourage them 
in the prosecution, by showing to them that they have a just 
discretion and latitude, wherever their own orders have 
not marked a distinction. 

I, therefore, go on ,vith the more cheerful confidence, not ~ndiscretion 
only for the reasons that I have stated, but for another and ~~~~~~~~ 
material reason. I know and am satisfied that, in the foro~,:~~~ 
nobleness of your Lordships' judgment, you will always ~im~Jr not 
make a distinction between the person that gives the order to the Com
and the organ that is to execute it. The House of Com- mons. 

mone know no such thing as indiscretion, imprudence or 
impropriety: their instruments may. And your Lordships 
very well know that, if you hear anything that shall appear 
to you to be regular, apt to bring forward the charge, just, 
prudent, cogent, you are to give it to the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Parliament assembled. !fyou should hear 
from me-and it must be from me alone, and not from any 
other member of the committee-anything that is unworthy 
that situation, tbat comes feeble, weak, indigested, or ill-pre-
pared, attribute that to the instrument. Your Lordships' 
judgment would have done that without my saying it; but 
I claim it on the part of the Commons, for their dignity, asking 
for myself the necessary indulgence that must be given to 
all weakness, that your Lordships would impute it where you 
would have imputed it without my desire. It is a distinc-
tion you would naturally have made, and the rather, because 
what is alleged at the bar is not that upon which you are to 
give ju~ament. If, not only I, b~t the whole body of Man-
agers had made use of any expression I made use of, even if 
the Commons of Great Britain iIi. Parliament 8.!!sembled, if 
the collective body of Parliament, if the voice of Europe, 
if we " speak with the tongues of men and angels," you, in 
the seat of judicature are not to regard what we say but 
what we prove. You are to consider whether the charge is 
well substantiated, and proof brought out by legal inference 
and argument. 

You know, and I am sure the habits of judgment in Duty of tbe 

which your Lordships sit must better inform you than any :,;ro~~ 
other men, that the duties of life, in order to be well per- :~~~:t. 
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5 lIIAY 1789. formed, must be methodised, separated, arranged and 
- harmonised, in such a manner that they shall not clash with 

one another, but each have a <lepartment assigned and 
separated to it. My Lords, in that manner it is that we 
the prosecutors have nothing to do with the principles which 
are to guide the judgment; that we have nothing to do 
with· the defence of the prisoner. Your Lordships ~ell 
know that, when.wecome before yon, you hear a party-that 
when the accused come before you, you hear a party; that 
it is for you to doubt and wait your decision till you come 
to the close; that it is for us, the prosecutors, to have 
decided before we came here. To act M prosecutors, we 
ought to have no doubt or hesitation, nothing trembling or 
quivering in our mind:! upon the occnsion. We ought to 
be fully convinced of guilt before we come to you. It is 
our business to bring forward the proofs, to enforce them 
with all the clearness, illustration, example, that we can 
bring forward. We are to show the circumstances that 
can aggravate the guilt; we are· to go further, to show 
the mischievous consequences and tendency of those crimes 
to society; and we are, if able so to do, to arouse and 
awaken in the minds of all that hear us those generous and 
noble sympathies which Providence has planted in tb,e 
breasts of nIl men, to be the true guardians of the common 
rights of humanity. Your Lordships know that that is the 
duty Qf the prosecutors; and that, therefore, we are not to 
consider the defence of the part.y, which is wisely and Pl'O
perly left to. himself; but we are to press the accusation 
with all the energy of which it is capable, and, with minds 
perfectly convinced; come before an august and awful 
tribunal which at once tries the accuser and the accused. 

lksolution Having stated thus much with respect to· the Commons. 
~~;::. ~rs~' I am to read to your Lordships the resolu~ion which ~he 
~~~:.v;g the Commons have come to upon this great occasIon, upon whICh 
~:,i'H!st- I shall take, the liberty to say a very few words •. 
!ngsrespect- My Lords, the Commons have resolved last mght. and I 
~~~{~~t 11ave not seen it till this morning;-
Nundcomar. 

"That no direction or authority wo.s given by this house to the 
Committee appointed to manage the Impeo.chment against Warrl'n 
Ho.stings, Esq., to make any charge or allegation against the said 
Warren Hastings respecting the condemnation or execution of N und· 
comar; and that the words spoken by the Right Honourable Edmund 
Burke, one of the said Managers, videlicet, that he (meaning Mr. Hast· 
ings) murdered that man (meaning Nundcomar) by the handll of Sir 

. Elijap Impey, ought not to have been spoken," - . 
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My Lords, this is the resolution of the House of Com- 5 MAY 17S9. 

mon~. Your Lordships well know and remember my APo.logytor 

having used such 01' similar words, and the end and purpose ::::1::8. i:; 
for which I used them. lowe a few words of explanation ~r;.!~~_t,he 
to the Commons of Great Britain, who attend in the com- ruent. 

mittee of the whole House, to be the observers and spec-
tators of my conduct. lowe it to your Lordships-lowe 
it to this great auditory-lowe it to t~e present times 
and posterity-to make some apology for a proceeding 
which has drawn upon me the disavowal of the House 
which I represent. Your Lordships well l'emember that The ('harge 

this charge, which I have opened to your Lordships, is ~J\:~~~{n 
primarily a charge upon the evidence of the Raja ~und- :~~.~'i,ri
comar, and, consequently, I thought myself obhged--.;. denee. 

I thought it a part of my duty-to support the 'Credit of 
that person who is the principal evidence, to support the 
direct charge thnt is brought before your Lordships. I 
knew thnt Mr. Hastings, by his anticipated defence before Nec<:,!sity 

f C ld h k th ' for mearmg the House 0 ommons, wou attempt to s a e e credIt hisch.-

of that witness. I therefore thought myself justified in ~t~~~t~ 
informing your Lordships, and in warning him that, if he ~~~~c:;. 
did attempt to shake the credit of an important witness . 
ngainst him by an allegation of his having been condemned 
nnd executed for a forgery, I wQuld endeavour to sup-
port his credit by attacking that very prosecution which 
bl'ought on that condemnation and tIl at execution, and that . 
I did consider it, and would lay grounds before your Lord-
ships to prove it, to be a murder committed, instead of a 
justification set Ul) or that ought to be set up. Now, my 
Lords, I am ordered by the Commons no longer to persist 
in that declaration, and I, who know nothing iIi this place, 
and ought to know nothing in this place, but obedience to 
the Commons, do mean-when Mr, Hastings makes that 
objection, if be shall be advised to make it, against the 
credit of Raja N undcomar-not to support that credit; and, 
therefore, tImt objection to the credit of the witness must go 
unrefuted by me. . 

My Lords, I must admit, perhaps against my· private Coi,!cidence 
. d t b h "f "d' L!. L d h" orhls proseJU gmen - ut t at 103 0 no conSI eratIon lor your or s IpS c~\tion with 

when opposed to the judgment of tIle House of Commons- !li~na:;rusa
or at least not contest at aU, that a first minister of state in a )11 •• H ... t
great kingdom, who had the administration and the entire lOgs. 

and absolute command of a revenue of 1,500,000/, 1\ year 
for his benefit, had been guilty of a paltry forgery in Cal-

VOL. II. H 
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G M~7SI). cutta, and that this man who had been guilty of this paltry 
forgery had waited for his .sentence and his punishment, till 
a body of English judges, armed with an English statute, 
came to Calcutta; and that that happened at the very happy 
nick and moment when he was accusing Mr. Hastings of 

. the bribery with which we now, in the name of the Com
mons, charge him; that it was an entirely fortuitous concur
rence of circumstances, which weakened the credit of Nund
comar, and for that time took away the danger of his prose
cution in which Mr. Hastings had no share; or that it 
was owing to something beyond,-to circumstances more 
pious than fortuitous, namely, what Mr. Hastings teUs 
you himself," that all persuasions of men were pervaded 
with II. superstitious belief that a fortunate influence directed 
all my actions to their destined ends." I, not being at that 
time infected with that superstition, did not believe, con
sidering what I thought Mr. Hastings' guilt to be, and what 
I must prove it to be as well as I can, that Providence did 
watch over Mr. Hastings, so as in the nick of time, like a 
God in a machine, to come down to save him in the moment 
of his imminent peril and distress. I did not think so; but 
I must not say so. . 

rtoohtrom But now, to show that it was not weakly, loosely Gr 
inWo'd~f;nce idly, that I took up this business, or that I anticipated a 
~~~:-::o~~o of defence which it was not probable for Mr. Hastings to make 
~sbY':f::'" -and I wish to speak to your Lord8hips in the first instance, 
the~haf but to the Commons in the next - I will read part of 
N::nJ~mar. Mr. Hastings' Defence before the House of Commons. It is 

in evidence before your Lordships. He says:-

"In this article, my accuser"-meaning myself, then acting as a private 
member of Parliament-" charges me with the receipt of large sums of 
money taken before the promulgation of the Regulating Act of 1773, 
contrary to my convenants with the Company, and with the receipt of 
very large sums taken since, in defiance of that law, and contrary to my 
declared sense of its provisions, Bnd he ushers in this charge in the 
following pompous diction-'That, in March 1775, the late Rajah Nun
comar, a. native Hindoo of the highest cast in his religion, and of the 
highest rank in socie~, by the offices which he had held under the 
country govemment, did lay before the Council an account of various 
sums of money, &c.' It would naturally strike every person, ignorant of 
the character of Nuncomar, tha.t an accusation made by a person of the 
highest cast in his religion, and of the highest rank by his offices, 
demanded peculiar notice, and acquired a considerable degree of credit, 
from a prevalent association of ideas that a nice sense of honour is con
nected with an elevated rank of life l. but when this honourable House is 
informed that my accuser knew (though he suppressed the facts) that 
this person of high rank and high cast had forfeited every pretension 
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to honoW', veracity and credit,-that there are facts recorded on the very 5 MAY 17s9. 
proceedings which my accuser partially quotes proving this man to have -
been guilt,r of a most ftagrant forgery of letters from Munny Begum 
Bnd the ~abob Yetram-ul-Dowlah (independent of the forgery for which 
he suffered death) of the most deliberate treachery to the state, for which 
he was confined by the orders of the court of Directors to the limits of 
the town of Calcutta, in order to prevent his dangerous intrigues, and of 
having violated every principle of common honesty in private life--I say, 
when thi. honourable House is acquainted it is from mutilated and 
garhled assertions founded on the testimony of such an evidence without 
the whole matter being fairly stated, I do hope and trust it will be 
sufficient for them to reject ROW these vague and unsupported charges, 
in like manner as they were before rejected by the court of Directors, 
when they were first made by General Clavering, Colonel Monson and 
Mr. Francis." 

My Lords, I hope this was a good and reasonable ground 
for me to anticipate the defence which Mi. Hastings would 
make in this House, namely, on the known,l'ecognised, infa
mous, character of Nundcomar, with regard. to certain pro
ceedings there charged at large, with regard to one forgery 
for which he sulfered. and two other forgeries with which 
Mr. Hastings charged him. I, who found that the Commons Objoct of 
f G B ·· h d . d h 'd' al h f Mr. Burke o reat ntalll a receIve t at very I entIc c arge 0 t? s\:r,port 

N undcomar, and given it to me in trust to make it good, did ~~~s ccl;a
naturally - I hope excusably, for it is the only ground racter. 

upon which I stand-endeavour to support that credit upon 
which the House acted. J hope I did so: and I hope that 
the goodness of that intention will be my excuse, if I went a 
little too far on that occasion. I would have endeavoured 
to support that credit, which it was much:Mr. Hastings' 
interest to shake, and which he had before· attempted to 
shake, 

Your Lordships will have the goodness to suppose me now Distinetio~ 
k· 1 db· . f· . d' between Ins rna mg my apo ogy, an y no manner 0 means mten lUg ow:n. 

to persist either in this or in anything which the House Of~&:,:::,o~!a.nd 
Commons shall desire me not to declare in their name. But del~':n~ 
the House of Commons has not denied me [the liberty] to r.;~ tho 

make you this just apology. God forbid they should; fOl Commons. 

they would be guilty of great injustice if they did. The 
House of Commons, whom I represent, will likewise excuse 
me, their representative, iu endeavouring to support their 
character in the face of the world, and in making an apology, 
and only 8 humble apology, for my conduct-that I did 
consider that act in the light that I represented it, merely 
as my private opinion, without any formal instruction from 
the House.' lfor there is no' doubt tbat the l\ouse is per-

n2 
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G llA.~7S9. fectly right in that. The House did neither fonnally instmct 
me, nor at aU forbid my making use. of such an argument~ 
And, therefore, I have given your Lordships the reason why 
it was fit to make use of such argument-if it was·ri.,.ht to 
make use of it. But I am in the memory of your Lo:dships 
that I did conceive it to be relevant; and it was by the 

. poverty of the language I was led to express my private 
feelings under the name of a murder. For, if the language 

Persistence 
in the 
charge in 
his own 
judgment. 

had furuished me, ·under the impression of those feelings, 
with a word sufficient to convey the complicated atrocity of 
that act, as I felt it in my mind, I would not hllve made use 
of tIle word murder. It was on account of the language 
furnishing me with no other I was obliged to use that word. 

T,:::,r':..oo Your Lordships do not imagine, I hope, that I used that word 
::: the"!,oral, in any other than in a moral and popular sense, and not the 
~~I~,!~e )egallegal and technical sense of the word murder. 

Your Lordships know that I could not bring before this 
bar any commoner of Great Britain on a charge for murder. 
I run not so ignorant of the laws and constitution of my 
countl·y. I expressed an act which I conceived to be of an 
atrocious an.d evil nature, and partaking of Borne of .the moral 
evil consequences of that crime. What led me ioto that 
error ?-nine years meditation upon- that subject. 

His opinion My Lords, the prisoner at the bar, in the year 1780, brought 
ou the suh. •• h H fC I" f h jee.t the a petltlon to t e ouse 0 ommons ,comp alDmg 0 t at 
!:..::~t;!u.s. very Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey. The House of Com
~(:::"gi~ mons, who then bad some trUBt in me-as they have some 
evidence. e trust still-did· order me, along with persons more wise and 

judicious than'l; several of whom st:md near me, to make an 
inquiry into tlle state of the justice of that country. The 
consequence of that inquiry was, that we began to conceive 
a very bad opinion both of the complainant and defendant in 
that business; that we found English justice, as we thought 
it to be and reported it to the House to be, a grievance in
stead of a redress to the people of India. I could bring to 
your Lordships, if I did not spare your patience, whole 
volumes of reports, whole bodies of evidence, tending to 
make that matter at least exceedingly doubtful in the very 
beginning; and the progress we llave made, in the course of 
eight or nine years, has brought to my mind Buch a convic
tion of that business as shall never be torn from my heart 
but with my life; and I should have no heart that was fit 
to lodge any honest sentiment if I departed from my opinion 
llpon that occasion. But, when I declare my own firm 
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opinion upon it-when I declare the reasons that led me to 5 MA.Y 1789. 

it-when I mention the long meditation that preceded 
forming a judgment upon it, the strict inquiry, the many 
hours and days of meditation, collation and comparison, in-
deed that opinion, which could be actuated by no malice to 
one party or the other, may be excused, when your Lord-
ships consider, as far as you know me, as £'\r as my public 
services for many years account for me, that I am a mnn of 
a slow, laborious, inquisitive, temper; that I do seldom leave 
a pursuit without leaving marks, perhaps of my weakness, 
but leaving marks of that labour; and in consequence of 
that labour I made that affirmation, and thought the nature 
of the cause obliged me to support and substantiate it. It 
is true that those who sent me here have sagacity to decide 
upon t.he subject in a week. They can in one week dis-
cover the errore) of my labours for nine years. 

Now I have made this apology to you and assure you 
you shall never hear me, either in my own name here, much 
less in the name of the Commons, urge one thing to you in 
support of the credit of N undcomar grounded upon that 
judgment, until the House shall instruct and order me other
wise; because I know I ought to know nothing here. when 
I can discover their sentiments, but a strict and literal 
obedience to them. 

My Lords, another thing might make me perhaps a little !'fr. Hast· 
willing to be admitted to the proof of this, because of the ~f'{;:ay~:rr.~ 
very answer of Mr. Hastings to this charge, which the t'fJ:i\:~t~
House of Commons, however, have adopted, and, therefore, SNooutid'on of 
, d 'fi d un comar. 
10 some egree purl e :-

" To the malicious part of this charge, which is the condemnation of 
N uncomar for a forgery, I do declare in the most solemn and unreserved 
manner that I had no concern either directly or indirectly in the appre
hending, prosecllting, or condemnation of Nuncomar, He suifel"ed for 
a crime of forgery which he had committed in a private trust that was 
delegated to him, and for which he had been prosecuted in the de
wanny courts of the country, before the institution of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. To adduce this circumstance therefore as a con
firmation of what was .before suspicious, from his general depravity of 
character, is just as reasonable as to assert that the accusations of 
Empaon and Dudler were confirmed because they suffered death for 
their atrocious acts.' 

My Lords, this is Mr. Hastings' Defence before the House 
of Commons originally, and now in evidence before your 
Lordships, in which he supposes the charge that was Dlade 
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Il MAY l'789. originally before the Commons, and which the Commons 
- voted-though afterwards, for the convenience of shortening 

the affair, it was brought before your Lordships in the way 
in which it is-he supposes the whole to proceed from It 

malicious intention; and I hope your Lordships will not 
think, anll I hope the Commons, reconsidering this matter, 
will not think that, when such a charge of malice was made 
for this corroborating argument, which was used in the 
Rouse of Commons to prove his guilt, and which he 
attempted to repel, I should attempt to support the House 
of Commons against his charge of being malicious. 

Defence of I must observe where I am limited and where I am not. 
"f:;;:dcomar I am limited strictly, fully. and your Lordships and my 
~r. ~a.st" country who hear me will judge how faithfully I shall adhere 
mg8 cbarge h 1"" • "h d" f N d of forgery of to t at Uillta tlOn, not to support t e ere It 0 un comar 
II letter. against that part of the. charge; but I am not .at aU limited 

from endeavouring to support his credit against Mr. Hastings' 
charge against him for" other forgeries, and in showing you 
that which I hope to show you clearly in a few words, that 
Nl1ndcomar cannot be guilty of forgery with more probability 
than Mr. lIastings is guilty of a light !lnd dangerous-for I 
use no other words-of a light and dangerous charge of for
gery, when it serves his purposes. 

In this very case Mr. Hastings charges Nundcomar with 
two forgeries. The first is a forgery of a letter from Munny 
Begum, and the other is a forgery ()f a letter from the 
N !lwab Yeteram-ud-Dowla, the uncle of the Nawab of Bengal. 
These two forgeries, he says, appear to U8 Ul)on our own 
records, and, therefore, he infers malice in those who impute 
anything improper to him, knowing that the proof stood so. 
Re says:- -

., There are facts recorded in the very proceedings whic~l my IIccuser 
partially quotes, proving this man to have been guilty of II most flagrant 
forgery of a letter from Munny Begum and the Nabob Yetram u1 
Dowloh." . 

Here he asserts that there are records before the House 
of Commons, on the Company's proceedings and consulta
tions, proving Nundcomar to have been guiltY' of these two 
forgeries. Turn over the next page of his pnnted Defence, 
and you find a very extraordinary thing. You would have 
imagined that this forgery of "0. letter from Munny Begum, 
which he says is recognised and proved on the journals, was 
II. forgery charged by Munny Degum herself,or by liomebody 
on her part, 01' some person concerned in this business. 
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There is no- other charge of it whatever, but the charge of 5 HAY 1789. 

Warren IIa,stings himself. He wants you to discredit a 
man for forgery, upon no evidence under heaven but that of 
his own, who thinks proper, without any sort of authority, 
without any sort of reference, without any sort of collateral 
evidence, to charge a man with that very direct forgery. 
lIe 8ay8:-

.. I have been since informed by the Begum that the letter which bore 
het' seal was a complete forgery, and that she was totally unacquainted 
with the use which had been made of her name till I informed her of it. 
Juggut Chund, Nuncomar's son-in-law, waa sent to her, expressly to 
intreat her not to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, whom she consulted on 
the occasion, can attest the truth of this story." 

Mr. Middleton is dead, my Lords. This is not the Mr. 
Middleton whom your Lordships have heard and know well 
in this House, but a brother of thai Mr. Middleton, who is 
since deRd. 

Your Lordships find, when we refer to the records of the 
Company for a proof of this forgery, that it is no other than 
the unsupported assertion of Mr. Hastings himself that he 
was guilty of it. Now that is bad enough, but then hear 
the rest. Mr. Hastings has charged this unhappy man, 
whom we must not defend, with forgery upon the other M II ,t 

business. He has charged a forgery upon him of a letter of ill~' ~o~ld 
Yetcram-ud-Dowla to Mr. Hastings. Now you would ima- ~!!:~t 
gina that he would at least have given his own authority :;'fo~:;.'~r 
for that assertion, which he says was proved. He goes on alcttcr. 
and says:-

" I have not ret had the curiosity to inquire of the Nabob Yetram ul 
Dowlah. whether his letter was of the same stamp, but I cannot doubt 
it." 

Now, here he begins, in this very Defence which is before 
your Lordships, to charge a forgery upon the credit of 
Munny Begum, without supporting it even by his own tes
timony, and a forgery upon Yeteram-ud-:Qowla, which be said 
he had not even the curiosity to inquire into, nod yet he desires 
you at the snme time to believe it to be proved. Good 
God t in what condition do men of the first character and 
situation in that country stand, when we haye here deliyered 
to U8, as a record of the Compnoy~ Mr. Hastings· own asser
tion that a rorgery was proved; when you ha.ve for the 
first nothing but his own unsupported assertion, and for the 
second not even that; for he sall! he had not the curiosity to 
inquire into it. I am not forbid by the Commons to state 
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5 MAY 1789. how and on what slight grounds Warren Hastings charges 
- the natives of the country with forgery. Neithcr am I for

bidden to bring forward thc accusation which Mr. Hastings 
made against Nundcomar for a conspiracy, nor the event of 
it, nor any circumstance relative to it. The Commons 
never had the thing considered before them. The moment 
they have likewise cut off that resource, I shall go on with 
the rest in the best manner I can: There was a period 
among the revolutions of philosophy when there was an 
opinion that, if a man lost one limb or organ, the strength of 
that retired into what was left. My Lords, if we are 
straitened in this, then our "'igour will be redoubled in the 
rest, and we shal1 use it with double force. If the top and 
point of the sword is cut off we shall take the hilt in our 
hands, and fight with that while there remains any weapon to 
fight against bribery, cornlption and IJeculation; and we 
shall use double the vigour under any restraint which the 
wisdom of the Commons may lay upon us, or YOUl; Lord
ships' wisdom may oblige ns to submit to. 

Having gone through that business, showing where I am 
restrained, where I am not to repel Mr. Hastings' Defence, 
and w,here I am left at large to do it, I shall submit to the 
strict injunction with the utmost possible humility, and enjoy 
the liberty which is left to me with vigour, with propriety 
and discretion, I trust. 

lWsumptiou My Lords, I had left off, when I opened this business 
~f,!~:e before your Lordships, and when I was interrupted by this 
~rr.i~~t- extraordinary parenthesis, which is long in this discourse, 
iugs. I remember I was beginning to open to your Lordships the 

second period of Mr. Hastings' scheme and system of 
bribery. 

Extensivo My Lords, Ms ·bribery is so extensive and has had such a 
~~~~~~~f variety in it that it must not be distinguished only with 

regard to its kinds, but must be likewise distinguished 
according to the periods of bribery and the epochas of 
peculation committed by him. At this time, to which 
those accusations [refer] which we shall prove to your 
Lordships, I believe without the aids that we hoped for
your Lordships, I trust, allowing a good deal for our situa
tion-we shall be able to prove that Mr. Hllstings took 
as a bribe for appointing Munny Begum three lacs and a 
half of rupees. We shall prove that at the same period of 
time there were bribes received from the Raja of RnJeshaye. 
Mr. Hastings at that time followed bribery in a natural 
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manner. He took a bribe-; he took it as large as he could; 5 MAY 1789. 

he concealed it 8S well as he could; and he got out of it by -
artifice or boldness, by use of trick or use of power, just as 
he was enabled. He acted like a wild, natuml, man, void of 
instruction, discipline and art. The second period opened Sec~nd . 

h f b 'b Ab h" J! ] penod of hIS anot er system 0 rl ery. out t IS time, nom w mt bribery. 

communication your Lordships may guess, he came to think 
of other means, which were that, when he could no longer 
conceal any bribe that he had received, he not only might 
excmpt himself from the guilt and the punishment,· but 
might conV<lrt it into a kiml of merit, and make himself, 
instead of a breaker of laws-a violator of his trust-
a receiver of scandalous bribes-a peculator of the nrst 
magnitude-to be considered as a great, distinguishing, 
eminent, nnaneier- a collector of revenue in new a d 
extraordinary ways; and that we should at once praise his . 
diligence, industry and ingenuity, upon that occasion. 
And the scheme he set on foot was this-that the Com- ~~~~~~~e 
pany could not exist upon principles of strict justice. ~ngtrhevecnue 
II d · H 1 'd] h' 4'. • • .or e om· - e so expresse It. e t len sm t lat t Clr sualrs, III pany by pri-

many cases, could not be so well accommodated by a t~~~~ 
regular I:'evenue as by privately taking money and applying moneys. 

it to their service by the person.who took it, at his discretion. 
This was the principle he laid down. It would hardly be 
believed, I imagine, unless strong proof appeared, that any 
man could be so d:uing as to hold up that resource to a 
regular government who had three millions of known, 
avowed-a great part of it territorial-revenue: but it is 
necessary to piece out that lion's ekin with a fox's tail-to 
tack a little piece of bribery and peculation, to help out the 
resources of a great and flourishing kiugdom-that they had, 
in the knavery _of their servants, in the breach of their laws, 
and in the entire defiance of their covenants, a real resource, 
applicable to their necessities, upon the occasion of which 
they were not to judge but the persons who were to take 
the bribes; and that those bribes, being taken as bribes--
your Lordships will see it supported in evidence- by a. 
private mental reservation, an intention unknown to the 
giver in the mind of the taker, some time or other, in 
some way or other, were to be applied to the public 
service; that it was to become a justifiable act in consequence 
of that reservation in the mind Of the person. who took it ; 
and that he was not to be called to account for it in any other 
way than as he thought fit. 
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Ii MA.Y 1789. My Lords, an Act of Parliament passed in the year 1773, 
4-et of Par- the whole drift of which, I may say, was to prevent bribery, 
hamont pro- 1 t' d t' . he' d hi~iting pecu a IOn an ex ortion, In t e ompany s servants; an 
bribery. the Act was penned, I think, with as much strictness and 

rigour as ever Act was penned; and it is this :-

Orders of 
the Direc
tors to the 
same effect. 

" Be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that from and after 
the 1st of August 1774, no person holding or exercising any civil or 
military office, under the Crown or the said United Company in the 
East Indies, shall accept, receive or take, directly or indirectly, by himself 
or any other person or persons on his behalf, or for his use or benefit, of 
and from any of theIndian princes or powers, or their ministers or agents, or 
any of the natives of Asia, any present, gift, donation, gratuity or reward, 
pecuniary or otherwise, upon any account, or on any pretence whatsoever; 
or any promise 01' engagement for any present, gift, donation, gratuity, 
or. ~eward; and if any pe!son, holding or exercising any such civil or 
military office, shall be guilty of any such offence, and shall be· thereof 
legally convicted," &c. &c.· . 

Then it imposes penalties. 
And your Lordships see, that human wisdom cannot pen 

an Act more strongly directed against taking bribes, upon 
any pret~nce whatever. This Act of Parliament was in 
affirmance of the covenant and the directions of the Com
pany, which order the same t.hing. They forbid any person-
" By himself or by any other person or persons whomsoever in trust for 
him, or for his use, directly or indirectly, accept, take or receive, or agree 
to accept, take or receive, any gift or grant of lands, or rents, or revenues 
issuing out of lands, or any territorial possession, jurisdiction, dominion, 
power, or authority whatsoever, from any of the Indian princes, sovereigns, 
subadars, or nabobs, or any of their ministers, servants or agents, ex
ceeding the value of 4,000 rupees, for any service or services performed 
or to be performed by the said Warren Hastings in India, or upon any 

. other acoount or pretence whatsoever, without the like licence 01' consent 
of the said Court of Directors of the said United Company signified as 
aforesaid; nor any such reward, gratuity, allowance, donation or com
pensation, exceeding the value of 1,000 rupees and under the value of 
4,000 rupees, without the licence or consent of the President and Council 
for the time being of the presidency or settlement where the said 
Warren Hastings shall ,be employed; and that he, the said Warren 
Hastings, shall and will convey, assign and make over, to .tIle said 
United Company, for their sole and proper use and benefit, all and every 
such gifts or grants of lands, or rents, or revenues issuing out of lands, 
or any such territorial possession, jurisdiction, dominion, power, 01' 

authority whatsoever, and also acco\lnt for and pay to the said United 
Company, for their sole and proper use I!.nd benefit, all and every 8uch 
gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or compensations what
soever."· 

The nnture of the covenant, the Act of Parliament, and 

• Extract fl'om Covenant signed by WarreI} lIastings.-Prioted in the 
.. Minntes of the Evidence," p. 959. 
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the Coml)anY'1I orders, are clear. First, they have not hind- 5 MAT 1780. 

cred their Governor General nor any 'of their Governors C1au-;;;

from taking and accepting from the princes· of the country, ~~~:~~iPt 
openly and publicly, for their use,any territories, lands, ~~rP[~ec~:'n_ 
lIums of money or other donations, which may be offered pany'. ~se 
. f h' I mcertam 
III consequence 0 treaty or ot erWlse. t was necessary cases. 
to distinguish between the two species of acceptance, be
cause many occasions occurred apparently in consequence 
of treaties, when fines were paid to the Company, that they 
should be received in the Company's treasury as an open and 
known proceeding. It was never dreamed of that that 
should justify the taking bribes, privately and clandestinely, Abused by 

of the person himself for future application. It is declared ~~;~ast. 
that they should be the property of the Company. Why? 
A8 a means of recovering them out of corrupt hands that 
had taken them; and, therefore, that was not a licence for 
bribery, but a prohibitory and penal clause, to make the 
means of coercing and making that provision stronger. 

Now Mr. Hastings has found out that that very coercive 
clause, which was made in order for his superior to get at 
him and punish him for bribery, is a licence for him to 
receive bribe8. He is not only a practitioner of bribery, but 
a professor-a doctor-upon the subject; and therefore his 
opinion is, that he should take bribes, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of those presents-that is, bribes to him-
8elf; and thnt the penal clause which the Company attached 
to it, to have it constructively declared to be theirs in order 
to recover it out of his hands-he considers that prohibitory 
clause as a licence to receive bI;ibes-to extort money---to go 
with the very prohibition in hi8 hand, the very means by 
which he was to be restrained from exercising an unlimited 
bribery, peculation and extortion, over the unhappy natives 
of the country. Whether you consider this to become the 
property of the Company or not, undoubtedly it is contrary Argnment 

I . d • f h' Th onthcmeau-to t Ie true llltent an meamng 0 IS covenant. e ing of the 
true intent and meaning of his covenant is, that he shall covenant. 

not take bribes for his own use. The means of preventp 

ing it is, by declaring them the property of the Company. 
How can the Company ever get them? Which wav should 
they ever get at them? The moment Mr. Hastin"gs finds 
that the Company has got a scent of anyone of his bribes, 
then he comes forward and says :~" To be sure I took it as 
a bribe; I admit the party gave it me as a bribe. I con-
cealed it for a time, because I thought it was for the interest 
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5 MAY 1789. of the Com}Jany to conceal it; but I had a secret intention 
- in my own mind of applying it to their service. You sllall 

have it, but you shall have it as I please and when I please, 
and this bribe becomes sanctified the moment I think fit to 
apply it to your service." 
. Now can it be supposed that the India Company or that 

the Act of Parliament meant to make a declaration that the 
property taken by a corrupt servant, contrary to the true 
intent of his covenants, should become a licence for him; 
and that the manner in which they are to get a revenue was 
to be a breach of the very covenants, which were meant to pre
vent extortion, peculation and corruption? What sort of body 
is the India Company which, becoming upon the verge of 
bankruptcy by the robbery of half the world, is afterwards 
to be recruited by the alms of peculation and bribery, by 
their own servants breaking the .covenants imposed upon 
them? It is an odd body to be so fed and supplied. 

The constitution of revenue: that he has made is a very 
eingular thing. It is a revenue to be taken by any officer 
of the Company-for they are aU alike forbidden and all 
alike permitted-to be taken by any person from any person, 
at any time, in any proportion, by any means, and in any 
way 110 pleases, and to be accounted for or not to be 
~ccounted for at the pleasure of the taker; and if it is 
applied, to be applied at his discretion, and not at' the 
discretion of his employers. I will venture to say that such 
a system of revenue never was before thought of. 

FraUdulent The next }Jart is an exchequer that he has formed cor
:::~~~~ responding with it. He has formed an exchequer, made out 

of the Company's servants; Rnd you will see it exemplified 
fully and proved before you, that this exchequer is made 
up of officers ostensibly in the Company's service, who, 
while they kept a public accountant and public treasurer. 
are used by Mr. Hastings as an accountant and treasurer of 
bribes, accountable not to the Company but to him, acting 
in no public manner, and never acting but upon },lis requisi
t.ion; concealing all his frauds and artifices to prevent detec
tion and discovery. In short. it is an exchequer in which 
extortion is the assessor-in which fraud is the treasurer-, 
confusion the accountant-oblivion the remembrancer I These 
are not mere words; but, as I go through the detail, I will 
exemplify them practically. and show in fact that everyone of 
these things I state are the truth. Your Lordships will see 
~oo that these men are bound by the condition of their fidelity 
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to Mr. Hastings-or recognised fidelity-to keep back his 5 MAY 1789. 

secrets-to change the accounts-to alter tIle items-to make -
him debtor or creditor at pleasure; and by that means to 
throw the whole system of the Company's accounts into 
conful!ion. 

I have stated that it is absolutely impossible that any such 
revenue should be intended, mucb less that it should be 
brougbt out and drawn from the very prohibitions to bribery; 
that out of those very prohibitions an exchequer of bribery 
E!hould be formed upon the principles I have stated: that 
you will not dishonour this legislature; that, be the Com
l1llny what it wiIl, you can never imagine the Company to 
give any sanction to it; that no such device ever entered 
into the head of any mtional man, Then you are to judge 
whether it is not a device to cover guilt-to prevent detec
tion, ruining and destroying it. And, at the'same time, your 
J .. ordl3hips will judge whether the evidence we bring you, to 
prove that it is an idle pretext, be stronger than the strange, 
absurd, reasons which he has produced for forming this new 
plan of an exchequer of bribery. 

My LOl'ds, I am now going to read to you a letter, in Letter of 

h· h M IT' d I h' .. h . Mr. Hast-W IC r. :lastmgs ec ares IS opmIOn upon t e operatIOn !ngs. decla!"-

of the Act which he now has found the means, as he t4inks, ~t~I~~:nCY 
of eVBdin!!'. My Lords, I tell- you, to save you a good deal o~ th~dAtct in 

f d·" h h .. . b rq;al 0& o rea mg. t at t ere was a certam prIze money glVen y donaliml to 

Suja-ud-Dowla to a body of the Company's troops serving in the troops. 

the field; that this prize money was to be distributed among 
them. But, application being made to Mr. Hastings for his 
opinion and sanction in the distribution, Mr. Hastings at 
first eeemed inclined to give way to it, but afterwards, upon 
reading and considering the Act of Parliament, before he 
allowed the soldiery this public donation, he describes his 
opinion of the operation of the Act :-

.. Dear Si1',-I received your favour of the 8th inst. on the 27th, 
as I was on the point of despatching letters which I had already written 
and closed to the Vizier, the Resident and yourself, on the subject of the 
Vizier's intentions communicated to me by Mr. Nath. Middleton to 
reward the services of the brigade in the manner in which your letter. 
informs me he has since carried it into execution. Your letter placing the 
subject in a new point of view determined me to suspend my despatches 
until 1 had taken the sense of the members of the committee upon their 
contents; by thei1' advice, I now forward to you the letter which I had 
before prepared, and I am authorized by Messrs. Aldersey and Dacres to 
declare that they concur with me in the sentiments therein expressed. 
Your letter I have laid befol'1l them in select committee, and it was agreed 
to refer it to the Council at large, &II we did not think ourselves, as a 
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, MAY 1789. committee, authorized to give our assent td the donation, the mode of it 
- not being strictly comonnable to the past resolutions of the Board, nor 

considered in :respect to the time to the order of the Court of Directors: 
it was accordingly referred, and the' Board readily consented to give their 
sanction to the Vizier's donation and to empower the troops to receive it. 
But they could not help disapproving of the manner in which this 
transaction had been conducted, fOJ' the following reasons: because it 
was more the appearance. of a stipUlation made for future services than a 
return of gratitude for past; because, by the declaration of the Vizier, 
which provides against a refusal on my part and by your own publication 
of his intention to the army, notwithstanding the reserve admitted of the 
sanction of government, the government is in eH'ect precluded from deciding 
upon it, and because in both these points of view the donation is repugnant 
to the sense of the Court of Directors in the order above alluded to.' In 
this manner the Board had formed their detennination, but it did not 
then occur to us to consult the new Act of Parliament, a surmise on this 
subject was only suggested before we broke up. Upon a reference, how
ever, to it, I was much disappointed and sorry to find that our intentions 
were entirely defeated by a clause in the Act (to be in force after the 1st 
of August 1774) which deprives and divests us of the power to grant and 
expressly prohibits the army to receive the Nabob's intended donation. 
I inclose a copy of this clause, although I make no doubt of your having 
received the Act from your correspondents. Agreeable to the positive 
sense of this clause, notwithstanding it is expressed individually, there 
is not a doubt but the army is included with all other persons in the 
prohibition from receiving presents or donations, a confirmation of which 
is that in the clause of exceptions, wherein' councillors at law, physicians, 
surgeons, and chaplains are permitted to receive the fees annexed to their 
profession,' no mention whatever is made of any latitude given to the 
army, or any circumstances wherein it would be allowable for them te 
receive presents. This point it seems was particularly debated in the 
House. Lord Clive stated the cases wherein he thought it would be 
proper and necessary to allow the army to'receive gratuities or presents, 
but his reasoning was overruled and no exception admitted in favour of 
the army. This unlucky discovery of an exClusion by Act of Parliament, 
which admits of no abatement OJ' evasion wherever its authority extends, 
renders a. revisal of our proceedings necessary, and leaves no option to 
our decision; it is not like the Ol'dinances of the court of Directors where 
a favourable constmction may be put, and some room is left for the 
interposition of the authority vested in ourselves; but positive and 
decisive, admitting neither of refinement nol' misconstruction, I should 
be happy if in this instance a method could be devised of setting the act 
aside, which I should most willingly embrace; but in my opinion an 
opposition would be to incur the penalty.* , 

Your Lordships see, Mr. Hastings considered this Act to 
be a most unlucky discovery. Indeed, as long as it remained 
in force, it would have been unlucky for him, because it 
would have destroyed one of the principal sources of his 
illegal profits. Why does he consider it unlucky? Because 

'" Extraci ofa letter from Mr, Hastings to Col. Champion, 31 August, 1774., 
-Printed in the " Minutes of' the Evidence," &c., p. 970. 
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it admits of no reservation-no exception-no refinement /; MAY 1789. 

whatever; but it is clear, positive, decisive. Then in what 
case was it that Mr. Hastings made this determination? In 
the case of a donation publicly offered to an army serving in 
the field, by a prince then independeut of the Company. 
Now, if ever there was a circumstance in which any refine- Theparticu

ment, any favourable construction of the Act, could be used, }:tfF."e:i s 

it was in favour of a body of men serving in the field, favourabl!' 
• h - 'lli h' bl d . fr' coustructlOn fightmg for t eIr country, Spi ng t elr 00 for It, suuermg ofthc Act. 

all the inconveniences of that climate. It was undoubtedly 
voluntarily offered to them by the party, in the height of 
victory, and emiched by the plunder of whole provinces.. I 
believe your Lordships will agree with me that, if any relaxa-
tion, any evasion, of an Act of Parliament could be used at 
the instant-if they could for a moment trifle with the 
intention of the legislature, or make it for a moment 
doubtful whether the case came within the intention of the 
legislature-it was this. And yet, upon the rigour of the 
Act, Mr. Hastings refuses that army the price of their blood, 
won solely almost by their arms from a prince who had 
acquired millions by their bravery, fidelity and suffering. 
This wM the case in which Mr. HMtings refused a public 
donation to the army; and from that day to this they have 
never received it. 

If this public donation was so forbidden, hoW' comes it Money 

that Mr. Hastings has since learned that he may privately ~;~~!'lt
take money-and take it, not only from princes and persons !:';3e~i:,:,If, 
in power and abounding [in wealth], but, as we shall prove, t~~O~t&; 
from persons in the last degree of penury and distress; that fhel~~;'_ 
he could take it from persons in office and trust, with power PSlIY s use. 

over the people, with a means of ruining them for the purpose 
of enabling them to pay it? Consider in what situation the 
Company must be, if he can form such a secret exchequer, 
<liscovered by himself for their service, by direct bribes, given 
eo nomine as bribes, and accepted as such from the persons 
in the transaction, with only the inward reservation that I 
speak o£ In the first place, if l\Ir. Hastings should die, or if ~anger~f 
nny body should imitate his example without his heroic good t e sys m. 

intentions in doing Buch villanous acts-if any person here-
after. or any person following his example, should come into 
such n situation-how is the Company to recover it? The re-
ceivers need not divulge it till they tllink fit; and, the moment f~~~~~~~ of 

nn informer comes, that informer is ruined. A person comes tit!,e transac-on. 
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5 MAY 1789. to the Governor General and Council and charges-say not 
- Mr. Hastings, but the head of the board of revenue, with 

receiving a bribe,-" Receive a bribe? So I did: but it wail 
with an intention of applying it to the Company's service." 
" Thel'e I nick the informer : I am beforehand with him: 
I will ruin the fellow, because it is sanctified by my inward 
jesllitical'intention-and, which is a merit for the Company, 
I received 40,0001. as n bribe. There it is for you. I am 
acquitted. I mn n meritoriou:! servant. Let the informer 
go and seek right as he can." If an informer i:! once in
structed that n person who receives bribes can turn them into 
merit and take away his action from him, do you think that 

Means or YOIl ever will or can discover 'any one bribe? By this method 
:~'J."I. disclose but Oile llribe, and you secure all tbe rest that you 

possibly can receive upon any occasion. "It is said strong 
repOl·t prevnils that you took such a bribe 1" "Aye, I did take 
n sum of money but not that sum Clf money. I took 40,0001. 
but not that 40,000/." So that, by stating that you have 
taken some money which you have accounted for, but con
cealing who that money came from, which is exactly Mr. 
Hastings' case, if any informer comes and discovers a bribe of 
40,OOOZ.·-it may be said-" Lord I thi~ is the 40,0001. I toM 
you of." If it i:! broken into fragments-paid by instalments 
-" I.ord! this is what I toM you of, and you have taken it 
and put it into your own coffers." 

~~y~oSS}. Suppose he takes it through the hand of an agent, such 
c~~e~i~grfue as Gunga Govind Sing. Gungn Govind Sing fnlIs in debt; 
~~r:.;:t;n and we have discovered lately that, of a 40,0001. which 
an agent. Mr. Hasting:! received by one bribe agent, his bribe agent 

kept back half; I desire to know what the Company can 
do in snch a case. Gunga Govind Sing has entered int.o no 
covenants with the Company. . There is no trace of Ilis 
having this money, except what Mr. Hastings chooses to 
tell. If he is called upon to refund it to the Company, he 
may say he never received it; that he was not ordered to 
extort money from tbepeople; and he may set up this 
defence-" I did not receive this money, for I was forbid 
to receive it, and I will not make a declaration which will 
subject me to penalties,"-or he may say, in India, before 
the Supreme Court-" I have paid it all to Mr. Hastings."
And then there must be a bill there and a bill here, and by 
that means, having one person on one side the water and the 
other on the other, they may never come to a discovery of it. 
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And thii is the way with one of his -great agents, which 5 MAY 1~89. 
I shall show in evidence and touch upon in the course of my -
speech. 

Mr. Hastings had squeezed out of Do miserable country a Case of 
bribe of 40,000£, of which he was enabled to bring to the ~~~y kept 
account of the Company only 20,000/., and which we should gun.~s. 
not even h,,,ve known of the existence of, if the inquiries OVlU mg. 

pursued with great diligence by the House of Commons had 
not extorted it; and, even now we know the fact, we can 
never get at the money-the Company can never receive it; 
and, before the House had squeezed out of him that some 
such money had been received, he never once told the 
court of Directors that his black bribe agent, whom he 
recommended to their service, had cheated both them and 
him of 20,000/. out of the fund of the. bribe revenue. If it 
is asked, where is the record of this ?-record there is none. 
In what office is it entered t It is entered in no office; it is 
mentioned ns privately received for the Company's benefit; 
and you shall see what a. charming office of receipt and 
account this new exchequer of Mr. Hastings is. 

Now there is another and a more serious circumstance. Power in tho 
E k h b h I f hi oifererof very one nows tat, y t e aw 0 t s OJ; any country, the bribe to 
any money which is taken illegally from any person-which ::~~ his 
any bribe. or sum of money extorted is-money paid without 
consideration-belongs to the person who paid it, and he 
may bring his action for it and recover it. Then see how the 
Company stand. The Company receive a bribe of 40,000/. 
by MI". Hastings. It is ~ried to their account. They turn 
bribery into a revenue: they sanctify it. In the mean-
time, the man from whom this money is illegally taken 
sues Mr. Hastings. Must not he recover of Mr. Hastings? 
Then, if so, must not Mr. Hastings recover again from the 
Company? The Company undoubtedly are answerable for it. 
And here is a revenue which every man who has paid it .may 
drag out of the treasury again and put to his own proper 
use. I have a case in my eye in which this very thing is 
attempting at this moment, but which, whether it is or not 
the thing, stands directly on the same ground. Mr. Hastings' 
donations of his bribes to the treasury are liable to be torn 
from it at pleasure by every man who gives them, first from 
him who receives them, and then he may recover them from 
the treasury to which he has given them. 

I am to state to your Lordships another circumstance- Engagement 
that, if bribes can be sanctified by turning them to the use ~~~~et~om-

VOL. II. I 
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II MAY 1789. of the Compnny, the Company in such a. case; if the money 
restore. has been applied, has covenanted itself that money taken 
:'~~:l~m. extorsively, as Mr. Hastings has covenanted, shall belong to 
taken. the Company-but for what end and purpose? It is to Ilward 

satisfaction and reparation to be made by the said Warren 
Hastings to the said Company. For whom? For the Com
pany's benefit? No; for the benefit of such injured per
sons-to be carried to their account-

" But in trust nevertheless, and to the -intent that the said Company 
may and do render and pay over the money rcceived or recovered by them 
to the parties injured or defrauded, which the said Company accordingly 
hereby agree and covenant to do." * 

Now, here is a revenue to be received by llfr. Hastings 
for the Company's use, applied at his discretion to that use, 
and which the Company has previously covenanted to restore 
to the persons that are injured and damaged by them. This 
is a revenue which is. to be torn away by the action of any 
person-a revenue which they must return back to the person 
complaining, as they in justice ought to do; for no nation 
ever avowed making a revenue out of bribery and peculation. 
They Ilre to restore it back again. How can they restore 
it? Mr. Hastings has applied it ; he has given it in presents to 
princes-laid it out in budgerows-in pen, ink and wax-in 
salaries to secretaries: he has laid it out just in any way he 
pleased, and the India Company, who have covenanted to 
restore aU this money to the persons from whom it came, are 
deprived of all means of so just a duty. Therefore, I put by 
the idea that any mail could have a good intention in his mind. 
It is too weak, senseless and absurd. Only in a desperate 
cause he made a desperate attempt, when he knew he was 
discovered in these bribes-for we shall prove that he never 
made a disclosure without thinking that a discovery had been 
previously made or was likely to be made-and that that 
discovery was attended with aU the circumstances of a wicked 
and abominable concealment. 

You will see the history of this new scheme of bribery, 
by which Mr. Hastings contrived by avowing some bribes to 
cover others, and to attempt to outface his delinquency, and 
to endeavour, if possible, to reconcile the weakest breach of 
the laws with a sort of'spirited observance of them, and to 

• Extract from covenant signed by Warren Hastings.-Printed in the 
" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 960. 
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become infamous for the good of his country. The :Brst 5 MAy n89. 
appearance of this practice of bribery was in a letter of the Attempted 

29th of November, ~ 780. The cause o~ this discovery was ~~~':f~ent 
a dispute between bun and Mr. FranCIS, at the Board, on received 

. h .l_~ Jr ad M H . from Cheyt oecasJOn of a very anWR.Ime ouer m e by r. astmgs Sing. 

to the Board, relative to a measure he proposed, to 
which he found one of the objections to be the money 
that it would cos.t. He made the most generous and hand- !isJ~:!::er 
eome offer, as It stands upon the record, that any man or~o lacs 

ever did-namely, that he would defray the expense out of:::-o~y~wn 
his own private cash, stating that he had deposited with the 
treasurer two lacs of rupees. This was on the 26th of June, 
] 780, and Mr. Francis soon after came to Europe. I need Sub:J:~t 
not inform your Lordships that Mr. Hastings had been :~~:eh~~- m 

charged with bribery and peculation by General Clavering, ~~~~:.~~t 
Colonel Monson and Mr. lfrancis, and that he did suspect t~ro~~.:d't, 
that Mr. Francis, then going to Europe, would charge him the Com-

. h hi fi h . . d' pany. WIt somet ng, rom t e SUSpICIOUS nature an Circum-
stances of this generous offer, and from some private connec
tion which he supposed and which we can prove he thought 
Mr. Francis had with Cheyt Sing-that he might discover 
and bring this bribe to light, some way or other; and there
fore he resolved to anticipate such information as he thought 
would be given, by declaring afterwards, upon the 29th of 
November, that this money was not his. I will mention to 
your Lordships hereafter the circumstances of this money. 
He saY8:-

•• My present reason for adverting to my conduct "-" that is his offer 
of two lacs of rupees out of his own private cash for the Company's 
service, upon the 26th of June, 1780-" on the occasion which I have 
mentioned, is to obviate the false conclusions or purposed misrepre
sentations which may be made of it, either as an artifice of' ostenta
tion or as the effect of corrupt infiuence, by sssuring you that the money, 
by whatever means it come into your possession, was not my own, that 
I had myself no right to it, nor would or could have received it, but for 
the occasion which prompted me to avail myself of the accidental means 
which were at the instant afforded me of accepting and converting it to 
the property and use of the Company, and with this brief apology I 
shall dismiss the subject .... 

My Lords, you see what an account Mr. Hastings has 
given of Borne obscure transaction, by which he contradicts 
the record; ~or. on the 26th of June, he generously, nobly, 

• Letter ot Mr. Hastings to the Court of Di.reetorII, dated 29th November, 
1780.-l'rinted in the .. Minutes of the Evidenc:e." p. 1103. 
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5 MAY 1789. full of enthul5insm for their service, offers to the Company 
- money of his own. On the 29th of November, he tells the 

court of Directors that the money he offered on that day 
was not his own; that his assertion was totally false; that 
the money was not his; that he had no right to receive it ; 
and that he would not have received it, but for the occasion 
which prompted him to avail himself of the accidental means 
which at that instant offered. 

Now, when this came to the Company, they first consider 
the situation of an officer of India acting as an accountant-
and all matters are matter of account with them. On the 
26th of June, he offers a large sum of his own, to be applied 
to their occasions. On the 29th of November, he says this 

His conceal· sum is not his own; but he never tells them by what means 
. 'mentofthe h . h . fi h h . d' h 

SOI1l'OO of e came at It-t e person rom w om e receIve It-t e 
~~~e~~~:l'. occasion upon which he received it, whether justifiable or no, 

or anyone circumstance under heaven relative to it: and. 
therefore, he set the Company blindly groping in the dark, 
by the very pretended light, the ignis fatuus. which he held 
out to them, saying-" I haye taken money. I will not tell 
you by what means I carne by it. It was not my own. I 
had no right to it; and I would not have taken it, if I 
had not been greatly tempted by the occasion." This is a 
very extraordinary account to giye to the public of a sum, 
which we find to be somewhat above 20,0001., taken by 
Mr. Hastings in some way or other, that for that time was 
all in the dark and in a cloud; and this is what Mr. Hastings 
calls information communicated to the Company on the sub
ject of these bribes. . This account is obscure; but you haye 

. heard of obscurity illustrated by a further obscurity. He 
continues, "Something of affinity to this anecdote may 
appear in the first aspect of another transaction which I shall 
proceed to relate, and of which it is more immediately my 

Hisre· duty to inform you." He then tells them that he had con-
ference to & • d' f hR' f B d sum of. tnve to gIve a sum 0 money to t e aJa 0 erar; an . 
::~';,':rE.j:D the account he gives of that proceeding is this :--
of Berar. 

"We had neither money to spare, [nor, in the apparent state of that 
Government in its relation to ours, would it have been either prudent or 
consistent with our publio oredit to have afforded it. It was, nevertheless, 
my decided opinion that some aid should be given, not less as a neces
sary relief than as an indication of confidence, and a return for the many 
instances of substantial kindnesses which we had within the course or 
the two . last years experienced from the Government of Berar. I had 
an assurance tha~ such a proposal would receive the acquiescence of the 
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Board. but I knew that it would Dot pass wiiliout opposition, and it 5 ~y 1789. 
would have become public, which might have defeated its purpose. Con-
vinced of the necessity of the expedient, and &!!sured of the sincerity of 
tbe government of Berar, from evidences of stronger proof to me than I 
could make them appear to the other members of the Board, I resolved 
to adopt it, and take the entire responsibility of it upon myself. In 
this mode a less considerable Bum would suffice. I accordingly caused 
three lacs of rupees to be delivered to the minister of the Rajah of Berar, 
resident in Calcutta. He has transmitted it to Cultac. Two thirds of 
this sum I have raised by my own credit, and Bhall charge it in my 
official accounts. The other third I have supplied from the cash in my 
handa belonging] to the honourable Company." 

Your Lordships see in this business another mode whicb 
he has of accounting with the Company and informing them 
of his hribes. He begins it first by saying that it has some
thing of affinity to this anecdote-meaning his first account. 
An anecdote is a head of account that I believe none of 
your Lordships ever have heard of, and I believe is yet to 
be learned in this commercial nation and this nation of accu
rate official account. The first account he gives of it is an 
anecdote; and what is the second? A relation of an anec-

. dote; not a near relation but something of affinity-a remote 
relation--cousin three or four times removed-of the half 
blood. or something of that kind, to this anecdote; and he 
never tells you nny circumstance of it whatever. of any 
kind, but that it has some affinity to the former anecdote. 

But, my Lords. the thing which comes to some degree 
of clearness is this-that he did give money to the Raja of 
Berar: and your Lordships will be so good as to advert Two thirds 

fi 11 h 0 h dOd 0 hO I f ofthemone,r cnre u y to t e proportions: e 1 gIve 1m two acs 0 given his 

rupees of money. raised by his own credit-his own money; ~:::i~1 
and the thirtl be advanced to him of the Company's money t~m. 
in his haJlds. He might have taken the Company's money P So 

undoubtedly, fairly. openly, for a hundred purposes; and. 
therefore, he does not say that even that third was money 
he had obtained by bribery and corruption. No such thing. 
It is money of the Company's he had in his hand. So that 
you must get through a long train of construction before 
you ascertain that this is what it turns out to be-a bribe, 
which he retained for the Company. He is still generous. 
As he offered the whole of his first bribe as his own, and 
afterwards discovered that no part of it was his own, so he 
is now generous again in this letter, in which he says he 
was not generous nor just, for that he took the money 
without right. and that he did not apply it to the very 
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& MAY m9. service for which it was pretended. He now tells you of 
another anecdote, which he says has an affinity to that 
anecdote; and now he is generous again. First he was 
geuerous and just because he gave his own money, which 
he had a right to dispose of. Then he tells you he is neither 
generous nor just, for he had taken money he had no right 
to, and did not apply it to the service which he pretended 
to apply it to. And now he is generous again, because he 
gives two lacs of his own money; and just, because he gives 
one lac which belonged to the Company; but there is not 
an idea that he took it from any body. 

In this letter he tells you he had given two thirds his 
own money and one third the Company's money. So it 
stood upon the 29th of November,1780. On the 5th of

. January following we see the business take a t~tally different 
turn: and then Mr. Hastings calls for three Company's 

His Stubls~ bonds upon two different securities, antedated to the 1st quen 0 aIm • 
of the whole and 2nd of October, for the three lacs, which he before told 
money. and h hi d h' d tho d h bon!i9 taken t em was two t r s IS own money, an one lr t e 
for It. Company's. He now declares the whole of it to be his 

own, and he applies by letter to the Board, of which he 
himself was a majority :-

" Honourable Sir and Sirs,-Having had occasion to disburse the 
sum of three lacks of sicca rupees on account of secret services, which 
having been advanced from my own private cash, I request that the 
same may be repaid to me in the following manner-a bond to be 
granted me upon the terms of the second loan, bearing date from ht 
October, for one lack of rupees. A bond to be granted me upon the 
terms of the first loan~ bearing date from 1st Octobe!" for one lack of sicca 
rupees."* 

On the 29th of November he had advanced two thirds of 
his own to the Company, and employed one third of theirs. 
On the 5th of January the thing totally changes: all the 
nioney is his own and he takes three bonds of the Company. 
Here are two accounts, one of which must be directly and 
flatly false; for he could not have given, in one case, two 
thirds his own and have supplied the other third from money' 
of the Company's, and at the same time have employed the 
whole as his own. And he goes the full length of the 
fraud; he declares that it is all his own-so much his own 
that he does not trust the Company with it, and actually 

.. Letter of Mr. Hastings to the Court of Directors, dated 5th January, 
1781.-Printed in the "lI1inutea of the Evidence," p. 1105. 
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takes their bonds as a seeurity for it, bearing an interest, to II MAy 17811. 

be paid to him when he thinks proper. -
Thus it remained from the 5th of January till [the 16th Ina.thir!i. 

December] 1782, when this business takes another turn, ;~~~cr 
and, in a letter to the Company, these bonds become all ;:.!}c:. Com
their own; all the money advanced is now all of it the monoy. 
Company's money. First, he says two thirds were his own; 
next that the whole is his own; and the third account is 
that the whole is the Company's, and he will account to 
them for it. 

Now, he has accompanied this account with another very 
curious one: for, when you come to look into the particulars 
of it, you will find there are three bonds declared to be the 
Company's bonds, and which refer to the former transac
tion-namely, the money for which he had taken the bonds. 
But, when you come to look at the number of them, you 
will find that one ofthe three bonds, which he had taken as 
his own, disappears, and another bond, of another date and 
for a much larger sum, is substituted in the place of it, of 
which he had never mentioned any thing whatever. So 
that, take his first account-that two-thirds is his own 
money;. then that it is all his own; in the third, that it is all 
the Company's money; and by a fourth account, in a paper Further 
describing the three bonds, you will find that there is one =~ent • 
lac which he does not account for, but substitutes in the tr'botidf 
place a bond beCore taken as his own. He sinks and sup- 0 n 

presses that. He gives two of these bonds to the Company, 
and, to supply the want of the third which he suppresses, 
he brings forward a bond for another sum, of another date, 
which he had never mentioned before. Then here you have 
four different accollnts. If anyone of them is true, every 
one of the other three is totally false. Such a system of 
cogging-such a system of fraud-such a system of prevari
cation-such a system of falsehood-never was, I believe, 
known before in the world. 

In the fil'st place, why did he take bonds at all from the 
Company for the money that was their own. I must be 
cautious how I charge a legal crime-I will not charge it 
to be forgery, to take a bond from the Company for money 
which was their own. He was employed to make out bonds 
for the Company-to raise money on their credit. He pre
tends he lent them a sum of money which was not his to 
lend; but he gives their own money to them as his own and 
takes Do security for it. I wiU not say that it is a forgery, 
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:; M~1789. but I am Bure it is an offence as grievous, because it is a 
cheating as much as a forgery could be-with this addition 
to it, that the person is in a trust. He violates that trust; 
and, in so doing, he cheats, defrauds and falsifies, the whole 
system of the Company's accounts. 

~is elpla.n... I have only to show what his own explanation upon all 
!~~t~~~~o those actions was, because it supersedes all- observations of 
tiollll. mine. Hear what prevaricating guilt says for the falsehood 

and delusion which had been used to cover it j and see how 
he plunges deeper and deeper upon every occasion. At this 
time, good fortune-as good things seldom come 8100e
fortune is kind to him, and, when he went up and had nearly 

Present 
from the 
Naw&bof 
100.000/. 

ruined the Company's affairs .in Oude and Benares, he re
ceived a present of 100,0001., or thereabouts. He received 
bills for it in September, 1781, and he gives the Company an 
account of it in January, 1782. I shall remark by what 
means this account was given, and the purposes for which he 
intends to apply it. He says in t.his letter,-

~~,;'.!~mellt "While the Nabob Vizier was at Chunar, an offer of a very consi
of it to tho derable sum of money was made to me both on his part and that of his 
Directors. ministers, as a present. I accepted it without hesitation and gladly, 

being entirely destitute both of means and credit, whether for your 
service or the relief of my own necessities." 

My Lords, upon that you shall hear a comment made by 
Bome abler persons than I. This donation was not made in 
specie but in bills upon the house of Gopal Doss, who was 

lid e ""tks a f then a. prisoner in the hands of Cheyt Sing. After men-
ona Ion 0 •• h' h' h h 'd h k I.' h CdI.' o~itfromthe bonlDg tIS, w 1C e Sal e too lOr t e ompany an lor 

DU'e~tors. their exigencies, aDd. partly for his own necessities, and in 
consequence of their distress, he desires the Company, in the 
moment of that greatest distress, to Rl'ard it to him, and 
therefore he ends,-

"If you should adjudge the deposit to me, I shall consider it as the 
most honourable approbation and reward of my labours j and I wish to 
owe my fortune t%ur bounty. I am now in the fiftieth year of my 
life. I have passe thirty-one years in the service of the Company, and 
the greatest part of that time in employments of the highest trust. My 
conscience allows me boldly to claim the merit of zeal and integrity, nor 
hili! fortune been unpropitious to their exertions. To these qUalities I 
bound my pretensions. I shall not repine if you shall deem otherwise of 
my services, nor ought your decision, however it may disappoint my 
hope of a retreat adequate to the consequence and elevation of the office 
which I now possess, to lessen my gratitude for haying been so long 
permitted to hold it, since it has at least enabled me to lay up a provision 
,vith which I can be contented in a more humble station."· 

• Printed in th4/ " Minutes of the Evidence," i. 11111. 
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Incidentally your Lordships will observe, respecting this 6 MAy 1789. 

letter and this present, which he took for himself and wanted -
the Directors to apply to himself, the circumstances of his 
condition of life and his fortune, to w mch he appeals and 
for which he desires this money. In 1773, your Lordships 
remember that he had said, and that I stated to you froin 
himself-that, if be held his then office for a very few years, 
he !!hould be enabled to lay by an ample provision for his 
retreaL About ten years after that time, namely, in the 
month of January, 1782, he finds himself rather pinched with 
want, but, however, not in 80 bad a, way but that the holding 
of that office had enabled him to lay up a provision, with 
which he could be contented in a more humble station. He 
wishes to have· afHuence; he wishes to have dignity; he 
wishes to have consequence and rank; but he allows that he 
hus competence. Your Lordships will see afterwards how RdusaJ of 

miserably disappointed we are in this hope; for the court t~et~uest 
of Directors, receiving this letter from Mr. Hastings, did Directors. 

declare that they could not give it to him, because the Act had 
ordered that "no fees of office, perquisites, emoluments or 
advantages, whatever, should be accepted, received or taken, 
by such Governor General and Council, or any of them, in 
any manner or on any account or pretence whatsoever." 

.. And as the same Act further directs 'That no Governor General or 
any or the Council, shall directlr or indirectly accept, receive or take, or 
or rrom any pereon or persona. m any manner, or on any account what
ever, any preeent, gift;. donation, gratuity or reward, pecuniary or other
wise, or any promise or engagement ror any present, gift, donation, 
gratuity or reward,'-we cannot, were we 80 inclined, decree the amount 
or this present to the Governor General, and as it is further enacted
'That any such present, gift, gratuity, donation, or reward, accepted, 
taken, or received, shall be deemed and construed to have been received 
to and ror the Bole nse or the Company."'· 

Therefore, they were resolved, most unjustly and most 
wickedly, to keep it to themselves. The Act made it the 
property of the Proprietors, and they would not give 
it him. And one should think this, with his own former 
construction of the Act, would have made hiJIl cautious of 
taking bribes. You will see what weight it had with him, 
to stop the course of bribes which he was in such a career of 
tnkingJ in every place and with b~th his hands. 

Your Lordships have now before you this 1 OO,OOOl, dis~ 

• Euract &om letter of the Directol'1l to Mr. Hastings, dated 15th January, 
l;83.-PriBted in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 559. 
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I MAy 1~89. covered upon the 20th of January. You find mystery and 
Mr. Hast- concealment in everyone of Mr. Hastings' discoveries; and, 
ings' letter h' h .. h' 1 th a.cknowledi. W lC IS a curIOUS part, t IS etter was not sent to e court 
~%.~~~ sent of Directors in their packet, regularly, but transmitted by 
t'. tbi b Major Fairfax, one of his agents, to Major Scott, another of 
"':':e~~~ y his agents, to be delivered to the Company. Why? Your 

Lordships will judge whether from that circuitous mode 
he did not leave some discretion in his agent to divulge it. 
We are told he did not; but your Lordships will believe 
that or not according to the discovery of the fact. The 

. regular way, if he was anxious to discover this to the Direc-
tors, would have been, to send it to the Directors immediately 
in the packet; but he sent it in a box to an agent, and that 
agent, upon due discretion, conveyed it to the court of 

:~~~~'i~. Directors. And here he tells you nothing about the persons 
P'hrsonsf:"m from whom he received it. The first account of the first 
;...:;::a 8 sum told them that he had taken a sum which he had no 
:,~~re- right to take; but he did not mention the person. This 

account tells you he had taken a third sum which he had 
no right to take but did take; he never tells you from 
whom he received that, nor the channel through which he 
received it. . 

Delay in On the 5th of February following this Patna letter, he 
~~':n:x:,t came down to Calcutta with a mind agitated; all his hope of 
:iC:~::" robbing Benares had totally failed. The produce from rob
tors. bing the Begums, in the manner your Lordships have heard, 

was all dissipated to pay the arrears of the armies. There 
was no fund' produced. He felt himself agitated-full of 
dread-knowing that his place had been threatened to be 
taken away from him several times; that he should be called 
home to render an account. He had heard that inquiries 
had begun in a menacing form ill Parliament, and, though at 
that time Bengal was not struck at, there was a charge of 
bribery and peculation brought against the Governor of 
Madras.· With this dread-with a mind full of anxiety and 
perturbation-he writes a letter, as he pretends, on the 
22d of May, 1782. Your Lordships will remark that he 
came down to Calcutta from his expedition in February; 
that he did not till the 22d of May give any account what
ever of these transactions; and that this letter (lr pretended 

.. The Secret Committee to inquire into the causes of the war in the Carnatic 
was appointed 011 the 30th of April, 1781. Resolutions censuring Sir Thos. 
Rumbold, President of Madras, were voted by the House of Commons, 9th 
April, 1782. 
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letter of the 22d of May was not sent till the 16th of 5 MAY 1789. 

December following. We shall clearly prove that he had 
abundant mellOS of sending-and that by various ways-
before the 16th of December. 1782, in which he incloses his 
letter of the 22d of May, 1782. These are new disco-
veries. They are like many new discovered lands, exceed-
ingly inhospitable, very thinly inhabited, and producing 
nothing to gratify the curiosity of the human mind. This is 
the letter of discovery. Here was the letter by which his 
breast was to be laid open to his employers, and all the ob-
scurity oC his transactions to be elucidated. It is addressed 
to the honourable the court of Directors; dated Fort 
William, 22d May, 1782. He told them he had promised to 
account for the ten lacs of rupees, which he had received, 
and this promise he says he now performs; and he takes that Mention 

opportunity oC saying that he can account with them like- ~';)~ther 
wise for several other sums which he had taken at the same =:J:e
time. 

II This ,Promise I nowlerform, and deeming it consistent with the 
spirit of It, I have adde such other sums as have been occasionally 
converted to the Company's property through my means, and in conse
quence of the like original destination. Of the second of· these you 
have been' already advised in a letter which I had the honour to address 
the honourable court of Directors, dated 29th of November, 1780. 
Both this and the third article were paid immediately to the treasury, by 
my order to the sub·treasurer to receive them on the Company's account, 
but never passed through my hands. The three sums for which bonds 
were granted were in like manner paid to the Company's treasury, without 
£a8sing through my hands, but their approbation was not specified. 
The sum of 50,000 current rupees was received while I was on my 
journey to Benares, and applied as expressed in the account. As to the 
manner in which these sums have been expended, the reference which I 
have made of it in the accompanying account to the several accounts in 
which they are credited, renders any other specification of it unnecessary, 
besides that those accounts either have or will have received a much 
stronger authentication than any I could give to mine." 

I wish your Lordships to attend to this paragraph, because 
it will explain why he took bribes at all; why he took bonds 
for some of them, as iC moneys of his own and not moneys of 
the Company; why he took bonds for these; why he entered 
some upon the Company's accounts, and why of the others 
he renders no account at all. Here he gives an account, 
and light will beam upon you as we proceed:-

"'Vhy these sums were ta.ken by me, why they were, except the 
second, quietly transferred to the Company's use; why bonds were 
taken for the first and not for the rest, might, were this matter to be 
exposed to the view of the public, furnish a variety of conjectures to 
which it would be of little use to reply. Were the honourable court to 
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II MAY 1789. question me upon these points, I would answer that the sums "'ere taken 
He,;t,;;. for the Company's benefit, at times in which the Company very .much 
him"clf needed them j that I either chose to conceal the first receipts from public 
~:~\~ t~hY curiosity by receiving bonds for the amount, or possihly acted without 
he took the any studied design, which my memory could at this distance of time 
several verify, and that I did not think it worth my care to observe the same 
snms. means with the rest. I trust, honourable Sirs, to your breasts for a candid 

interpretation of my actions, and assume the freedom to add that I 
think myself on such a subject, on such an occasion, entitled to it."* 

Nor why 
bonds were 
taken for 
some a.nd 
not for 
others. 

Lofty, my Lords I You see that, after the Directors had 
expected an explanation for so long a time, he 5ays-" ·Why 
these sums were taken by me, why they were, except the 
second, quietly transferred to the Company's use, why 
bonds were taken for the first and not for the rest, I cannot 
tell. If this matter were exposed to view it would furnish 
a variety of conjectures. Here is an account which is to 
explain the most obscure, the most mysterious, the most 
evidently false and fraudulent, account of his transactions, 
and when asked how he came to take these bonds-how he 
came to· use these frauds-he tells you he really does not 
know; that he. might have this motive for it, he might have 
another motive for it: he wished to conceal it from public 
curiosity; but, which is the most extraordinary, he is not 
quite sure that .he had any motive for it at all which his 
memory can trace. 

The whole of thia is a period of a year and a half; and 
here is a man who keeps his account upon principles of whim 
and vagary. One would imagine he was guessing for some 
motive of a stranger. He does not know why he came to 
take bonds for money not due to him, and 1!hy he 
enters some and not others: he knows nothing of these 
things. He begs them not to ask about it, because it 
will be of no use. ·"Your foolish court of Directors may 
conjecture and conjecture on. You are asking me why I 
took bonds to myself for money of yours-why I have 
c11eated you:-why I have falsified my account in such a 
manner-I will not tell you." The satisfaction he gives 
them is without mentioning the persons, the times, the 
occasions or motives, for any of his actions. He adds
" and that I did not think it worth. my care to observe the 
same means with the rest." For some purposes he thought it 
necessary to use the most complicated and artful conceal-

• Letter of Mr. Hastings to the Secret Committee of the court of Directors, 
dated 22nd May, 1782.-Frinted, 81 above, p. na. 
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ments; for some he could not tell what his motives were; 5 MAY 1789. 

nnd for others, that it was mere carelessness. Here is the -
exchequer of bribery I Have I falsified any part of my 
original stating of it? An exchequer in which the man 
,vho ought to pay receives; the man who ought to give a 
security-the man who ough~ to take an account-says he 
has forgot.-which makes me say oblivion was the remem
brancer-and that it will be of no use to inquire into it. 
This is the manner in which. the account of near 200,0001. 
is given to the court of Directors! 

You know nothing in this business that is any way dis- Conceal-
. b d· d d· f 1 f h· mentofhis tmct, ut a preme Itate eSIgn 0 concen ment 0 IS tran- transactions 

sactions: that is avowed.' But there is a serious thing:- ~{,e'C~.:!~ of 

Who were the instruments of his concealmen~ ? No other, p .. ny~s i
my Lords, than the Company's public accountaIits. He says coun an s. 

the money was given into his hands as the public money_ 
That very same accountant takes that money, knowing it to 
be pretended to be taken for the Company's account: he sees 
Mr. Hastings make out bonds to himself for it. See what a 
confederacy! He sees him make out bonds for sums for bribes 
taken, and Mr. Hastings makes him enter him as creditor; 
when, infact, he was a debtor. He gives him bonds, when 
he ought to have taken them. This proves that he is guilty 
of fraudulent and corrupt acts. covered by false representa-
tions, which are not false by collation with anything else, 
but false by collation of themselves. But he debauches 
the Company's accountant. He makes him first, in secret, 
receive these bribes, and afterwards enters Mr. Hastings 
publicly as their creditor. and taking bonds as their creditor, 
when he ought in reality to appear there in the character and 
description of debtor. This is the account. And in this in-
solent, saucy, careless, negligent manner, a public accountant 
like Mr. Hastings--a man bred up a book-keeper in the 
Company's service. who ought to be exact, physically exact, 
in account-has not only been vicious in his own account, 
but made the public accounts vicious and of no value. Look 
at the account. Mr. Hastings received' three bonds: for 
~hat? For money he advanced to the Company. Look 
mto the accounts: he received three bonds for money that 
was theirs. Here are circumstances that make the guilt of a 
forgery aggravated by a breach of trust, and falsifying the 
Company's aceounts. 

There is in this account n curious circumstance with regard Interval 
to the deposit. He states that he had made a deposit of this between the 

• 
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5 MAY 1789. sum of money, to which he referred in hiS first paragraph of 
payment of his letter of the 29th of November. He states that it was 
r~l::" ~~:ey then made; that it then passed into the hands of Mr. Larkins, 
:-!~n~~I~~e on the 1st of June. It did so; but what is the consequence? 
!,n.d enhtry ~f On the 1st of June this money passes into the hands of Mr. 
It ID teL k' d . . d' h C ' '11 accounts. . ar -IDS, an It IS not entere ID t e ompany s account h 

November following. Now, in all that intermediate space 
where was it ?-what account was there of it? It was 
entirely a secret between Mr. Larkins and Mr. Hastings, 
without a possibility of anyone discovering particulars rela
tive to it. Here is an account of 200,OOOl. received, juggled 
between the accountant and him, without a trace of it appear
ing in the Company's books. Some of those Committees,- to 
whom, for their diligence at least, I must say the public 
have some obligation, and for which they ought to have some 
indulgence, examining into all these circumstances, sent for 
the Company's books, when they heard that Mr. Hastings 
had deposited a sum of money in the hands of the Company's 
sub-treasurer in the month of June. They looked over the 
books, and they did not find the least trace of any such sum 
of money, and not any accounts; nor could there be, because 
it was not paid to them till November following. The 

When at accountant had received the money, but never entered it from 
~:~:J~p~!;ed June till November; then at last have we an account of it? 
r~:~;!'!tt. Was it then entered regularly upon the Company's account? 

I • No such thing: it is a deposit-
.. Carried to the Governor General's credit, in the 12th page of the 

deposits' journal of 1780,1,781, [Mohrs of sorts which had been coined 
in the mint and produced, as per 358 and 359 pages of the Company's 
general journal of 1781-8], gold mohrs, ]2,861 1211, or Calcutta siccas, 
2,05,78B 14 9;. Batts, 16 per cent.,32,926 3 6; total,2,38,il5 2 3."]t 

My Lords, when tIllS account comes at last-when this 
money does emerge in the public accounts-whose is it? 
Is it as the Company's? No: 1tIr .. Hastings'. And here, 
notwithstanding the obscure account in November, if the 
Directors had claimed and called for this affinity to an anec
dote-if they had called for this anecdote and examined the 
account--" come, Mr. Hastings, let us see where this money 
is I" -they would find two lacs and upwards; but it is Mr. 
Hastings' money not the Company's: it is carried to his credit. 

• The Select and Secret Committees appointed in the year 1781, to inquire 
into affairs of the India Company. See Introduction, p. xxxii. 

t Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1115. 
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And in this manner he hands over this sum, telling them,6 lIIAy 178l1. 

on the 22nd of May, that, not only the bonds were a fraud, His ;;Jous 

but t~e ?ep?sit w,as a fraud, an~ that neith;r bonds n~r l!.":~ 
deposlt dld 10 reality belong to hIm. Why dId he enter It the ~um. -

at all? Then, afterwards, why did he not enter it as the ~~Ved by 
Company's? 'Vhy make a false entry-to enter it as his 
own? And how came he, two years after, when he does tell 
you that it was the Company's and not his own, to alter the 
public accounts-to make them correct and regular? Then 
why did he not say, at that time, when he pretends to be 
opening his breast, from whom he received it, or state any 
thing to give light to the Company, that they might say here 
" you ought to receive it" -there" it may be oppressive and a 
dreadful example"-supposing they had a power of dispensing 
with bribes at pleasure or dispensing with an Act of Parlia.;; 
ment at pleasure? The public accounts could not convict 
him, and the letter he writes informs them of nothing, but 
is the completest obscurity. He tells them he cannot 
account for his motive; he can account for nothing; but 
there was a. sum of money which he entered in November 
and which he ought to have entered in June, and which 
when he .enters it he enters falsely; and so he claims merit in 
a bold way for discovering to them that he had falsified the 
Company's public records; that he had taken three bonds 
as his own which diree bonds were theirs; that he had first 
given them an account of two parts of the money being his 
own and a third theirs, and afterwards takes the whole as 
his own. Afterwards he declared that the whole was theirs; 
and lastly comes an account-the fourth account-by which 
it appears that two thirds was theirs and· one third his. 
But, in order to make the balance eveD, he throws them in, 
gratis, another bond, which they had never heard of before, 
but which was taken in the same collusive, scandalous, 
manner; and they are at last entered and confessed to be 
theirs. 

I have only to state that this was a letter pretended to be Letterofthe 

written on the 22nd of May. In this letter, your Lordships !if~~~x?" 
,vill observe that he thinks it his absolute duty-and I wish ~7.:l.=ng 
to press this to your Lordships, because it will be necessary ~he con~-th 
in comparison hereafter-that he considered it as his duty ~~1'11. e 
to lay open all their affairs to them, to give them a. full and 
candid explanation of his conduct, which he confesses he is 
not able to do. 



. . 
; 14~ Opening of the Si~t', Charge-Presents: . 

& MA.Y 1789. ." r trust,.Honourable Sirs, to your breasts for a candid interpretation 
-:-- of mv actions, and assume the freedom to add that I think myself, on 

'. such· a subject, on such an occasion, entitled to it." 

That is-" I have taken many bribes, have falsified your 
accounts, have reversed the principle of them in my OWn 

. favour. I now discovcr to you all thcse my frauds, and 
think myself intitled to 'your confidence upon this occasion." 

If all the principles of diffidence-if all the principles of 
distrust-nay more, if all the principles of conviction of 

. premeditated fraud and delusion--could in any case intitle a 
man to the severest punishment, they would in this, in which 
he says he holds himself upon this occasion to be intitled 
to their confidence and trust. If any of your Lordships 
had a steward, who told you he had lent you your .()wn 
money and had taken bonds from you for it, and afterwards 
told you that that money WILS neither yours nor his, but 
extorted from your tenants by some scandalous means; I 
should be glad to know what your Lordships would think of 
such a steward. He says,-

n I will take the freedom to add, that I think myself, on such a sub
ject, on such an occasion. entitled to your confidence and trust. II 

You observe in him a sort of a cavalier expression in this 
account. You would have thought that, instead of possessing 
the rigour and severity of an accountant-a bookkeeper-he 
had been reading some sentimental letters. There is a sort 
of novel- air that runs through aU this, that adds to the 
ridicule and nausea of it-such as oxymel squills. There 
is something nauseous-something to strike you with horror 
for the villany of it j something to strike YOll with contempt 
for the fraud of it; and something to strike you with utter 
disgust for the vile and bad taste with which all these base 
ingredients nre assorted. 

No mention Your Lordships will see, when this account comes before 
:.':I,:!~~~tbe you, which is subjoined to this unaccountable letter, that 
thl~ugb btl there is not one single syllable, from one end to the other, wm w ~. 

mon~y was except by a reference that appears In another place t() one of 
received. h . I h h h C h d d • I t e artlc es, not one account, t oug t e ompany a esnel 

the information, of the channels through which he got them. 
There is not the least light or glimpse given upon this 
occasion. We have discovered since whom he got them from, 
and your Lordships will be struck: with horror when you 
hear it. This letter was written upon the 22nd of May. He 
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~ r9i !iI quite 1!110cked to find ~e had no opportunity- of ,c~. '@~~J 

It, thougb he thought hunself bound to do It: he , e . 
send the account, which had been delayed two years' . r 1(. .~ 
for some of the articles. On the 16th of December; > • Hast· 

writes a letter to tell why he did not send that former or~the16th 
letter; but, finding himself in great distress, he get'> Mr. ~~~~~in~er. 
Larkins, who was his agent and instrument in falsifyinO' the the ~elay ill 

• 0. Send1l1~ th:1t 
Company's accounts, to swear that fhiil letter was wntten of the 22nd 

upon the 22nd of May, and that he had no opportunity to ~ar. 
send it but by the Lively. It afterwards appeared that 
there were many opportunities to send it. He might have 
sent it by the Resolution. He felt himself in an awkward 
situation, because he found that the Parliamentary inquiry 
might have got from him this notable discovery, contained~ 
in the letter of the 22nd of 'lIay, "I do not fear the conse-
quence of any Parliamentary inquiry." He need not fear 
the consequence of any Parliamentary process, if it pro-
duces no further discovery thnn those your Lordships have 
in the letter of the 22nd of May. 

Now, here is a very curious letter which I wish to have 
rend, for some other reasons which I sbnll tnke the liberty to 
notice. But one principal reason is, to show that he held it to 
be his duty to give, and thought it to the last degree dishonour
able not to give, the Company an account of those secret 
bribes. He thougllt it would reflect upon him and ruin his 
character for ever if it did not come voluntarily from him, 
but extorted by terror of Parliamentary inquiry. This is 
his letter of the 16th December, 1782:-

.. The delay is of no public consequence, lOut it has produced a situa
tion which, with respect to myself, I regarcf as unfortunate; because it 
exposes me to the meanest imputation from the occasion which the late 
Parliamentary inquiries have since furnished, but which were unknown 
when my letter was written. and written in the necessary consequence of 
a promise made to that effect in a former letter to your honourable com
mittee, dated 20th January last. However, to preclude the possibility 
of such reflections from aft'ecting me, I have desired Mr. Larkins. who 
was privy to the whole transactions, to affix to the letter his affidavit of 
the date in which it was written. I own I feel most sensibly the morti
fication of being reduced to the necessity of using such precautions to 
guard my reputation from dishonoUl". If I had at any time possessed 
that degree of confidence from my immediate employers. which they 
never withheld from the meanest of my predecessors, I should have dis
dained to use these attentions. How I have drawn on me a different 
treatment I know not; it is sufficient that I have not merit.ed it. And 
in the course of a service of thirty-two years. and ten of these employed 
in maintaining the powers and discharging the duties of the first office 
of the British Government in India, that honol1l'lLble court ought to 
know whether I possess the integrity and honour which are the first 

, VOL. II. K 
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5 MAY 1789. requisites of such a station. If I wanted these, they have afforded me 
- but too powerful incentives to suppress the information which I now 

convey to them through you, and to appropriate to my own use the 
sums which I have already passed to their credit, by the unworthy, and, 
pardon me if I add, dangerous, rellections which they have passed upon 
me, for the first commuuication of this kind; and your own experience 
will suggest to you that there are persons who would profit by such a 
warning. Upon the whole of these transactions, which to you who are 
accustomed to view business in an official and regular light, may appear 
unprecedented if not improper, I have but a few short remarks to 
suggest to your consideration. If I appear in any unfavourable light by 
these transactions, I resign the coinmon and legal security of those who 
commit crimes or errors. I am ready to answer every particular question 
that may be put against myself, upon honour or upon oath. The sources 
from whioh these reliefs to the public service have come would never 
have yielded them to the Company publickly; and the exigencies of your 

.-:service (exigencies created by the exposition of your affairs and faction in 
• your councils) required those supplies. I could have I)oncealed them, had 

I had 1\ wrong motive, from yours and the public eye for ever; and I 
know that the difficulties to which a spirit of injustice may subject me 
for my candour and avowal, are greater than any possible inconvenience 
that could have attended the concealment, except the dissatisfaction of 
my own mind. These difficulties are but a few of those which I have 
suffel'ed in your service. The applause of my own breast is my surest 
reward, and was the support of my mind In meeting them. Your 
applause, and that of my country,] are my next wish in life." * 

His claim to My Lords, you will observe, at the end of this letter, a man 
~~~:~'ffi':.:: declaring that his first applause is from his own breast, and 
~k"n~~ledg. the .next is .the applause [of his employers]. Rever~in~ this, and 
in~ his takmg theIr applause first, on \V hat does he ground hIS hope of 
brlbes. their applause? Wasit from his former conduct? No; for 

he says that conduct had repeatedty" met with their disapproba
tion. Was it in consequence of the confidence he knew 
they had in him 1 No; for he says they gave more of their 
confidence to the meanest of his pred.essors. Your 1,Qrd
ships observe the style of insolence he~constantly uses with 
regard to all mankind. Lord Clive walt his predecessor, 
Governor Cartier was his predecessor, Govetnor Verelst was 
his predecessor,- every man of them as good as him, and yet he 
says they had given more of their confidence to the meanest 
of his predecessors. What was to intitle' him to their 
applause? A clear, a full, explanation of the bribes he had 
taken. Bribes was to be the foundation of his confidence, 
and the clear explanation of them was to ittitle him to it. 
Strange grounds to build confidence on-the rotten con
fidence of corruption I A very strange cause to accompany 

'" Printed as above, p. 1115. 
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it-the infamy of avowal! But more; when he pretended 5 MAY 1789. 

to make a discovery of it, he makes no discovery at all. Prete~ed 
Your Lordships have seen his discovery ~ which I have not.~b":\Of 
taken upon me to state, but have read his own letter on the n es. 

occasion. Have you at this moment any light broken into 
you upon this matter 1 

What does he say to the Directors? He looks upon them His resent. 

as a set of low mechanical names-a set of low bookkeepers. ¥Ji:.~:;r~~e 
He says,- ~~~~~~ent 

"Upon the whole of the transactions, which to you 'who are accus
tomed to view business in an official and regular light, may appear un
precedented, if not improper, 1 have but a few short remarks to suggest 
to your consideration!' 

You see he himself is an eccentric accountant-a Pindaric 
book-keeper-an arithmetician in the clouds. If there is no 
precision in accounts there is nothing worth in them. He 
treats the Directors as low-born mechanics and base souls, 
who, in an account, call for precision and explaDl~tion. "I 
know the Directors desired it. They are ,mean people; they 
are not of elevated sentiments; they are modest; they avoid 
,ostentation in taking bribes. I am playing cups and balls 
with them; Jetting them see a little glimpse, then carrying 
them fairly away." Upon this he founds the applause of his 
own breast. 

" Populus me sibilat; at mihi plaudo 
Ipse domi, simul Be nummos contemplor in arca." 

count. 

That private plaudit he may, have upon this very business, 
which is a business of money; but the applause of no human 
creature will he have for giving such an account of it, which 
he admits to be irregular, uncertain, problematical; which 
they can make neither head nor tail of. But he despises us, 
who are representatives of the people, with regular- officers 
and regular finance, for expecting anything like a regular 
account from him. He is hurt at it; he considers it as a 
cruel treatment of him. He says-" Have I deserved this 
treatment ?" Observe, my Lords, there is no treatment in 
the world that had occurred to him; but they did, in a way 
shameful indeed, abjectly, lowly and pusillanimously, beg 
of him, as if they were his dependants and ;not his masters, 
to give them some light into the account. They desire a 
receiver of money to tell whom he received it from and how 
he applied it. He says, they may be hanged for a parcel of~~1leII 
mean, contemptible, bookkeepers, and that he will 'give acco~. ~ 

K2 
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6 MAY 17&9. them no account. He saY8-" If you sue me" - There h 
the point; he always takes security in a court of law. And 
these people, to whom he ought, as a faithful servant, to 
give an account, who had· by an Act of Parliament specially 
granted to him the administration of the revenues, he 
considers to be c.'l.l1ed upon by them for an account as a gross 
affront; and then he says he is ready to resign his detence 
and will answer upon honour or upon oath. Answering upon 
honour is a strange way they have got in India, as your 
Lordships may see in the course of this inquiry. He forgets 
that, being the Company's servant, the Company may bring 
a bill in Cbancery against him, and force him upon oath to 
give an account; but he has not given them light here, 
hardly~ to afford ground for a fishing bill in Chancery. But 
then he says, " If you call upon me in a Chancery way or 
by common law, I really will abdicate all forms and give 
you some account." In consequence oC this, the Company 
did demand from him an account regularly, as fully and 
formally as if they had demanded it in a court of justice. 
He positively refused to give them any accollnt whatever, 
and they have never had any account, till this very day in 
which we speak, that is at all clear or satisfactory. And your 
Lordships will see, as I go through this scene of fraud, 
falsification, iniquity and prevarication, that. in defiance of 
his promise-which promise they quote upon him over and 
over again.t...--he has ne,'cr given them any account of this 
matter. . 

Tin'eau,!'sto He says-o.nd it is a most alarming thing-that by calling 
:r.~~:,_ate him to an account they may provoke him,-to what t 
:!.'TI:~ past UTo appropriate." he says, U to my own use the sums which I have 
credit, already passed to yOUl' credit. by the unworthy and. pardon me if I add, 

dangerous reRections which you have passed upon me for the first 
communication of this kind." 
They passed no reBection. They said they would neither 
praise nor blamc him; but prc8scd him to account for it, for 
thcy could not understand it. And, I believe, your Lordships 
understand it no more than they; for it is not in the CODl

pa8S of human understanding to conceive or comprehend it. 
.< I may be tempted, if you should provoke me, to be not 
the honest man I am; to falsify your account a second time, 
and to reclaim those things again which I have passed to 
your credit;' to alter the account by the assistance of 

R.eOectioDa Mr. Larkins, and ~lai!D thos,.e t1lin~. I\:,o-ain." What.3 
011 hi_power dreadful account this IS oC hIS -oommlOn oyer the publiC 
of alt. ring h h h fl' h C • accounts-t at e as a power 0 a termg t e oOlpany S 



f:,peeck of if II'. Bur!t.e. 149 

accounts; again, that, having falsified- them first in order 5 MAY 1789. 

to deceive them, and then told them of his falsification the Com. 

in order to gain credit with them, jf they provoke him he pany's t 
shall take back that credit, and make them dehtors where he accOUll s. 

carried money to their credit. Here he fairly tells you the 
dominion he has over the Company's accounts; so that, when 
he afterwards shall plead the accounts, ,ve shall be able to 
rebut that evidence,-" The Company's accounts are cor-
rupted by you through your agent, Mr. Larkins, and we 
give no credit to them; because you not only told them you 
could do 1;0, but we can prove you have reversed the accounts 
w here you had carried money to their account, and t.hat 
another man might do it if he was provoked to it." What a 
lit range medley of evasion, pretended discQvery, real conceal-
ment, fraud and prevarication, appears in every part of this 
letter! 

He wrote the letter upon the 22d of May; kept this Absence of 

letter back to the 16th of December; and during all that ~~~~~r!~~~; 
period of time YOIl would have imagined he would have IJ.:e ~tn 
prepared himself to give some light and illustration to these e mer. 

dark and mysterious transactions, and which calTied fraud 
upon the very face of them. Did he do so? Not at all. 
Upou the 16th of December, instead of giving them those 
clear accounts, he falls into a violent passion for their 
cxpecting it. He tells them they are dangerous, and he tells 
them they know who had profited by it. So he hints some 
fmud which they had practised or protected, which should 
strike terror into their breasts. What weight that might 
ha\'e with them I know not; but, now that Mr. Hastings, 
after ha\'ing given four false accounts, if anyone of which is 
true the other three must necessarily be false, has thrown 
the Company's accounts into confusion, and cannot tell, as 
he says himself, why he did so at last-your Lordships 
might expect some satisfaction from him; for the Directors 
continued, in a humble, meek, way, giving him hints that he 
ought to do it. . 

You have heard nothing yet but the consequences of their 
refusing to give him the present of 100,OOOl., which he 
had taken from the Nawab. They did right to refuse it: 
they did wrong to take it to themselves. Now we find him Discovery or 

h . G • S b TI'P ' another on t e nver anges, In eptem er, 1784. mt puruyJDg bribcin 

wllter of the ~anges, which expiates so many. sins of GCD;tus, ~7Ci.embcr, 
one would thlDk 'Would wash Mr. Hasting,f hands a httle 
clear of bribery, and would carry out the golden sand. As 
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II MAY 1789. we have known, in other places they have had a river Pactolus, 
- that turned everything into gold that touched it; and the 

Ganges, one would have expected, should wash off some of 
this guilt from Mr. Hastings. But after he had been in 
that course of bribery, giving them no account of it, standing 
in utter 'defiance of their authority, we find him discovering 
another bribe. 

He insists 
on being 
a.!lowed to 
retain it. 

Now here is a bribe upon totally a different principle, 
upon his own avowal. It is a bribe not pretended to be 
taken for the use of the Company; a bribe taken absolutely, 
entirely. He tells them, in that letter, that he has taken 
between thirty and forty thousand pounds j that he has taken 
it without right, like the first; that he intends to apply it to 
his own purposes; and insists upon their sanction for doing 
it. He says he has in vain, upon a former occasion, appealed 
to their honour, liberality and generosity; that he now 
appeals to their justice, and insists upon it that they shall 
decree this bribe he has taken-but not telling them from 
whom, where, or on what account-to his own use. First, 
he desires to have the bribe he had taken from the Nawab; 
and now, he takes a bribe from some anonymous person, 
which he calls upon their justice for. 

Pretend. to Your Lordships remember that, in the letter which he 
~~~J:~or wrote from Patna on the 20th of January, .he there states 
.Lance.. his circumstances to be pretty good; that the tolerable good 

circumstances he was in had arisen from his continuing long 
in their service. Now he has continued two years longer in 
their service, and he is redu~ed to beggary. He says,-

" This is a single example of a life spent in the accumulation of crores 
for your benefit, and doomed, in its close, to su1l'er the extremity of private 
want, and to sink in obscurity." 

He thought, in 1773, he could have made an exceeding 
good fortune by his place. In 1781, he says with gratitude 
that he had made a decent private competency; but in two 
years after he sunk to the extremity of private want. Ho\v 
does he relieve that want? By taking a bribe. And whom 
does he desire that bribe to he given to ?-to the Company's 
service ? No ; all pretences of the Company's service are 
completely gone; he has taken the bribe to his own use; he 
intends to keep it to his own use, and he caUs upon the 

His claim to Company to give it. No man has a right to be generous out 
the money. of nnother's goods. If taken without right, he cannot 

justly appropriat.e them to himself. "Here! call upon your 
justice." "If you ·have a just demand upon my treasury, 
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state it, and I will pay it. Hit is a demand upon my gener- S lliy 1789. 

osity, sta~e your merits, an~ I wi1l...consider them." :' N.o; 
I have paId mysel£ by a bnbe, andI call upon your Justice 
to restore it." n To its owner?" " No; to keep it myself 
Think what a situation the Company is in. I have done a 
great deal for you. This is a jackall's portion. You have 
been the lion; I have been endeavouring to prog for you. I 
am your bribe pander-your factor of corruption; exposing 
myself to every kind of scorn and ignominy, to insults even, 
for you. I have been preying and progging for you. I 
have been going all through the licentiousness and lewdness, 
wading through every dirt and corruption for your advantage. 
I am now sinking into private want and extremity. Do give 
me this." " What, money?" "No; a bribe. Rob the man 
who gave me this bribe "-for this is his idea of justice-
"rob the man who gave me this bribe of his honest money, 
or money I extorted from him. Vote me "~what, money of 
your own? that is generons: money you owe me? that 
would be just. No--" money that you neither owe me nor 
that I can claim from your treasury, but which I have 
extorted from another man, and I call npon your justice to 
give it me." He says,-

II I am compelled to depart from that liberal plan which I originally 
adopted, and to claim from yoW" justice-for you have forbid me to 
appeal to yoW" generosity-the discharge of a debt which I can, with the 
most IICI"Upulous integrity, aver to be justly due, and which I cannot 
1lUstain." 

.. 1£ any of the Company's servants shall say I have been 
extravagant, profuse, it was all meant for your good. Let me 
prey upon the country at my pleasure: license my bribes, 
frauds and peculations, and then you do me justice." W}Iat 
country are we in where these ideas are ideas of generosity 
and justice, which are to be made up by taking from other 
men? Bnt docs he teU you from what men he had robbed, He conceals 

what the consequences of his bribes were? No; you would:tet..u=°t 
have expected that in this letter he' would have told yon e 

I!Omething of his other bribes, have given some small light 
into these transactions; but, refusing or forgetting, for he 
had a most effectual oblivion-this Ganges, like Lethe, 
causes a drowsiness, as yon saw in Mr. Middleton; they 
l'C('A>llect nothing j they know nothing-" Call for an ac-
count?" he Bays, "no; it will excite a variety of conjec-
tures." You would have thou!rlIt now he had been called o . 
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5 lIIAY 1789. upon to state from whom he took this bribe. No; he has 
not stated, from that day to this, whom he took that money 
from; but we have found it out, and the way in which we 

The dis- _~ found it out is this :-Mr. Hastings wrote to the court of 
covery m .... e D' • h 178 • d .• h' b . by Parlia.- lCectors In t e year :I!, eSlfIng t 18 money to e given 
::ri~~~: to him. Now he has not told the court of Directors one 

word of it. But, such· is the use of Parliamentary inquiries, 
such both to this present age and posterity will be their use, 
if we pursue them with the vigour of the great trust which 
is imposed justly upon us, and which we bear not only as an 
imposition but vigorously, that, if your Lordships do firmly 
administer justice upon this, you will put an cnd to 
these frauds and prevarications at once. But, that your 
Lordships will see it is the diligence of the House of Com
mons in this inquiry, and which he has the audacity to call 
malice, which has brought to light the only discovery we 
have been able to prove upon him, I will read an extract 
from that stuff, which he has written himself, or somebody else 

E.xpla~lati?n has written for him, and. which he owns or disclaims just as 
~lV.Il111 Ins I I h d h I f' P l' Defollco ill Ie p eases, wen, un er t e s ow tortures 0 a ar \a-

g~':n!~~or mentary impeachment upon him, he discovered at last from 

Three lacs 
rccciv~d 
from Raja 
NolJkissin. 

whom he got the money. 
"The last part of the charge states that, in my letter to the court of 

Directors, of the 21st February 1784, I have confessed. to have receh'ed 
another sum of money, the amount of which is not declared, but which, 
from the application of it, could not be less than 34,0001. sterling, &c. 
In the year 1783, when I was actually in wllnt of a sum of money for my 
private expenses, owing to the Company not having at that time sufficient 
cash in their treasury to pay my salary, I borrowed three lacs of rupees 
of Rajah Nobkissen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom I desired to call 
upon me with a bond properly filled up. He did so, but at the time I was 
going to execute it he entreated I would l'8.ther accept the money than 
execute the bond. I neither accepted the offer nor refused it; and my 
determination upon it remained suspended between the alternative of 
kE~pigthe mOlleyas a loan to be repaid, and of taking it and applying it, 

as I had done other sums, to the Company's use. And there the matter 
rested, II I undertook my journey to Lucknow, when I determined to 
accept e money for the Company's use; and these were my motives. 
H ving made disbursements from my own cash for services which, 
though required to enable me to execute the duties of my station, I 
had hitherto omitted to enter into my public accounts, I reBoh'ed to 
reimburse myself in & mode most suitable to the situation of the Com
pany's affairs, by charging these disbursements in my Durbar accounts of 
the present year, and credit.ing them by a sum privately receh'ed, which 
was this of N obkissen's. If my claims upon the Company were not 
founded in justice, and bond fide due, my acceptance of three lacs of 
rupees from Nobkissen by no means precludes them from reco\'ering that 
sum from me. No member of this Honourable House suspects me, I 
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hope, of the meanneS8 and guilt of presenting false accounts. I ha\'e 5 MAY 1789. 
never benefited by contingent charges, or by retaining the money of the 
public in my own possession for my private emolument."* 

" Nobody. suspects me of the guilt of presenting false Proof of 
accounts." We do not suspect him of' presenting false ac- ;~l"::.of 
counts. We prove-we are now radically proving-that he counts. 

presents false accounts. We suspect no man who does not 
gh'e ground for suspicion; we charge.no man who has. not 
given ground for charge; and we do not attempt to bring 
before a court of justice what we shall not decisively prove 
against him. That puts an end to all suspicions.; that puts 
an end to all idle prattle of malice and extorting false accu
sations, or ill founded charges or suspicion of guilt. We 
come here to bring the matter to the test; and here it shall 
be brought to the test between the Commons of Great 
Britain and this East India delinquent. He says he has 
never bene6ted himself by contingent accounts. Now, 
when he thus excuses himself for this bribe from Nobkissin, 
which he did not discover at the time, but in the House of' 
Commons, he declares that he wants to apply it to con
tingent accounts for his expenses, or for what he pretended 
to have- laid out for the Company for a vast number of 
years. This is a letter to the court of Directors, dated on ~~tterotothe 
the river Ganges, 21st of February, 1785:- 211Tanu~~y, 

_ 1785, desir-
.. If it should be objected that the aJlowance of these demands would i~~ ~o";1'ty 

furnish a precedent for others of the like kind, I have to remark that, to acooUlit 
in their whole amount, they are but the aggregate of a contingent account of contino 
or twelve years; and, if it were to hecome the practice of those who have ~:~e~~' 
passed their prime of life in ,Olu service, and filled, as I have filled it, -
the first office of your domimon, to glean from their past accounts all 
the articles of expense which their inaccuracy or indifference hath over
looked, your interests would suffer infinitely less by the precedent, than 
by a single example of a life spent in the accumulation of crores for 
your benefit, and doomed in its close .to suffer the extreinity of private 
want, and to sink in obscurity."t 

Here i8 the man that has told U8, at the bar of the House of 1{,~rc'Mn-f 
Commons, that he never benefited himself by any contingent ihee~l':n~ 
accounts. and yet, in order to set off against this bribe, 
which he never intended to apply to any current service of 
the Company, he was obliged to feign and invent a service, 
namely, that he had, without any authority of the Company, 

• Minutes of what was offered by Warren Hastings at the bar of the House 
ot Commons, &c. Answer to the Eighth Charge.~Prjnted by Debrctt, 
17S8, p. 157. 

t Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence:, p. H20. 
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MAY 1789. squandered away in stationery and budgerows, and other 
- idle service, a sum amounting to this. It is then for the 

Company's service. "I have spent for the Company's ser
vice every thing I thought fit to expend for their service. 
I intended to be generous at that time. I intended, out 
of my own pocket, to pay for a. translation of the code of 
Gentu laws. I was then in the prime of my life, Howing 
in money, and had great expectations. I am now old. I 
cannot afford to be generous. I intend to take a bribe. I 
will look back into all my former accounts, pen, ink, wax, 
every thing that I generously or prodigally spent of my 
own, and now I make a charge upon you for that sum of 
money, when at the same time I know you have given a 
noble allowance to me." 

Now suppose Lord Cornwallis, who sits in the seat-and 
I hope will long and honourably and worthily fill the seat
that gentleman possessed-suppose Lord Cornwallis should 
tell you that near 30,0001. a year was not .enough for him; 
that he should afterwards say, sinking into want aud wstres!\, 
never having complained of the insufficiency of his salary, 
and having but two years before said he had saved a suffi
cient competency out of it, that he was in want, and justify 
upon that want taking a bribe; then make out a bill of con
tingent expenses to cover it. Would your Lordships bear 
that? 

I~p'ro!>a- Mr. Hastings has told you that he took this money from 
~~~r;re Raja Nobkissin. He wanted to borrow money for his own 
:~:J'.'Jio .. n use. Haja N obkissin is a banya. You would be astonished 
r~ Nob- to hear of generosity in a banya. There never was a banya 
n:~::UOf and generosity united together. But Nobkissin loses his 
ldr.,Hb""'t-

d 
banya qualities at once, the moment the light of :Mr. Has

~~gsNOb'ltis. tings' face beams upon him. "Here," says Mr. Hastings, 
SID. " I have prepared bonds for you." .. Astonishing; how can 

you think of the meanness of bonds ? You call upon me to 
lend you 34,0001., and propose bonds? No: you shall have 
it. You are the Governor General, who have a large and 
ample salary; but I know you are a generous man and I 
emulate your generosity. I give you all this money." He 
was quite shocked at Mr. Hastings offering him a bond. 

My Lords, a Gentu banla is a person a little lower-a 
little more penurious-a httle more exacting-a little more 
crafty-a little more money-making-than a Jew. There 
is not a Jew, in the lowest part of Duke's Place in London, 
that is half so crafty-half so much a. usurer-half so know. 
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i!1g how to turn money to profit--and so averse to give any 5 MAy 1789. 

money but for profit-as a Gentu broker of that 1.'iud. But -
this man at. once gets generous, and will not suffer a bond to 
be given to him; and Mr. Hastings accordingly is thrown 
into very great distress. You see sentiment always prevail-
ing in Mr. Hastings. The sentimental dialogue between 
him and a Jew broker must charm every body who has a 
true taste for the sentimental in pathos. Mr. Hastings does ~f~~tance 
not know really what to do. He does not know whether he money. 

shall give him his bond; whether he shall take the money 
for his own use; whether he shall take the money for the 
Company's use; or what he shall do: but it is at last with 
man, as it is said of women-the woman who deliberates is 
lost-the man that deliberates about receiving bribes is 
gone. The moment he deliberates, that moment his reason, 
the fortress, is gone; the wall shakes; down it comes-and 
that moment enters Nobkissin with colours Hying into the 
citadel of his honour and integrity, with drums beating, and 
Mr. Hastings' garrison goes out with the honours of war 
very handsomely-all for the benefit of the Company-and 
he takes thi. money from Nobkissin. Nobkissin is l)erfectly 
satisfied: he gives him this money. 

Mr. Hastings took the money with a view to apply it to 
the Company's service. How? To pay his own contingent 
bills: says he-" Every thing that I do, and all the money I 
squander, is all for the Company's benefit. As to particu
lar'$ of the accounts, never look into them: they are given 
you upon honour. Let me take this bribe. It costs you 
nothing to be just or generous. I take tl:e bribe, you 
I!anctify it. I have the money and you have no expense." 
This is the way in which he manages this business. But 
the moment we have got a name we have got a crime. -
N obkissin ~d give. him this mo?e;r, and did ~ot ~e his ~~~~ 
bonds I believe for It: but Nobkissm, we find, munedlately d!strict 

afterwards enters into the management of one of the most ~~~~in 
considerable districts in Bengal. We know very well, and 
I think I shall prove, how such men rack such districts; and . 
we shall prove that this money, which was given to the Com-
pany, as pretended by .. Mr. Hastings, was exacted from the 
inhabitants, and that Nobkissin fell as much or more, I 
believe, in arrears-he fell however vastly in arrears-to 
the Company for the money which he gave Mr. Hastings. 
Now you see how it is that Mr. -Hastings receives money 
from the generosity of a hanya. He is full of gratitude. He 
gives him upa territory to manage, under what name you 
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~ MAY 1789. please. He gives the government of the great families 
entirely into his power. 

~J'tpersons " Now," says Mr. Hastings, "what doea it cost the Com
~~. i'i~st. pany?" Why, it costs the Company thi3--UDd we shall 
II1gssulTered • h af H . k b'b b to remain in prove It-t at Jl r. astmgs never too a rl e, ut you 
~~n -will find. that the person who gave him that bribe falls 
counts. either to that amount, iu a greater proportion, or some way 

in debt to the Company. And this is a good way to pay 
Mr. Hastings' contingent accounts-that he sends a most 
detestable villian into the conntry to take the management 
of it, and who faUs in arrear to the Company in his accounts. 
This is the way the Company keep their servants from falling 
into "the extremity of private want;" and there is a pre
tended saving to their treasury by the receiving of bribes, 
at the very time that these persons are falling just as much 
into debt to the Company. A bribe is given on one hand 
and a balance accruing on the other. He is always, sooner 
or later, paid out of the Company's revenue; for no man 
ever gave a bribe, who had any share in the management of 
the Company's revenues-which this Nohkissin had-that 
did not either extort from the conntry to the full amount of 
his bribe, as he must do, or else fall in balance to the Com
pany to that amount, or sometimes both. No man ever 
bought by such bribes as N obkissin bought, in this generous 
and sentimental intercourse between him and Mr. Hastings. 
that did not fall in balance to the Company, and produce 
such calamities and distresses to the country as I shall not 
at this moment attempt to . describe. Fo,;: others will show 
to you that he never attempted cOlTnption that blood did 
not follow; he never took a bribe, when the Company's 
treasury was not exltausted and the country did not suffer. 

'What, did the court of Directors give us information of 
Nobkissill a this? No; we got it in the House of Commons. 'Ve then 
deraulter to I'. 11 d N bk' . , rd' 1 dil' . the Com- ~o owe 0 Issm s accounts, acco mg ~o t Ie Igence In 

pany. which, we trllst, we can demand the approbation of our 
country. We found Nobkissin beCaDle a defaulter-a bank
rupt-in that year to the Company j and I have no reason 
to believe that, to this hour, he has paid his arrears j and the 
very interest of his deficiencies, aocording to the rate of 
interest in that country, would be more than the bribe 
Mr. Hastings has received for the usc of the Company, or 
as a reward for the fidelity on which he values himself. 

Correspond- Now we shall go further. to let you see the course of this 
~~1':""n inquiry "ntI of t.his discovery. Mr. Hastings, h.l\ving written 
Mr. Hast- . this letter upon the Ganges, the Court o( Dlfectors wrote 
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to him. Your Lordships are not to imagine that the let- 5 MAY 1789. 

ters are a letter written and answer given, but they are in.gs and tho 
writing to each other at random. Mr. Hastings writes Directors. 

nn account one day; they ask him something about that 
account another; he tells them of a third next; and a kind 
of game of hide-and-seek is being played between him and the 
court of Directors. But still the Directors are pursuing 
their chaee, and they insist at last that Mr. Hastings ~hall 
give them some account. . 

I am to tell your Lordships that the court of Directors, Demand 

finding that some of the committee of the Commons, while M~ir~':t
committees of the House had weight, were frowning upon r;i~!~~,~;'?or 
them for this collusion with Mr. Hastings, and at last apreciste f. 

h· k' . I h h . h C acCOUll 0 t III mg It necessary to et t e onest man In t e ompany the presents 
get some ascendency, wrote a proper letter, which I shall reeelVCd. 

show your Lordships, demanding from Mr. Hastings an 
exnct account of those bribes that he had received, and 
pRinting to him, in colours as strong at least as I paint, the 
bribery, t.he fraud and peculation, particularly about those 
bribe..s. They desire him to give them a satisfactory account 
about the rest, and desire that this money-which does t.hem 
honour for that moment-which was taken from the Nawab 
of Qude, should be passed to his account. These para- 'rcrmsofthe 

graphs were prepared by the committee of correspondence, ~,!;:~ ~~the 
and, as I understand, approved by the court of Directors, ~~~h'::W;~se 
but never were sent out to India. However, something was of Com mOllS. 

sent, which WitS very poor, miserable and lame ; but still it 
deserved some explanation. Mr. Hastings received it. He )'IIr. Ha..~t-

d . H h hUt I mgs returns never answere It. e never gave t em t e sma es exp 11.- to England 

nation; but, after he had gone through all his business, he !;!~?~~t 
went up to Qude, upon the chase in which just now we th'iegd 

cnnnot follow him. He went up to Oude; he came down e e er. 

again disgusted, and settled all his affairs for his departure; 
and he came to England, without ever giving them one word 
of this explanation, which he had so often promised and they 
repeatedly asked. 

Now, we have got Mr. Hastings in England; in which 
you will suppose there might be· some· account got from him. 
He arrived in London, and one would think he would be. 
a little quickened by a menace which he has declared, in a 
paper before you, was thrown out IIgainst him in the House 
of Commons, that an inquiry should be made into his con
duct. The Directors, knowina this affair would be likely to Letter 
b II d .• e. d 1 .. written to e cn e In question, thought It as goo gent y to lDBlOuate him by the 
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IS MA.y 1~89. to him by a letter-written by whom and how we do not 
Directl!rs know-that he ought to give some explanation of these 
~~.3~n accounts; and thep. he wrote them a letter which I sup
E~gl"nd. pose is a. singular thing in the conduct of the world; 
:A"t:::':t which has no parallel: not even himself could bjl his parallel 
~lh.i'~~~7~· in this. .All the variety of inventive folly working upon 

. . conscious guilt, and throwing each other totally in confu
sion, never produced such a sort of fraudulent, prevaricating, -
false letter as th~s letter, which is now to be given to you. 

First, you h~\ve seen him at Patna.-at Calcutta-:.-the 
country on the Ganges. Now you see him at the waters at 
Cheltenham; and see what he has written to the court of 
Directors upon that occasion. It is a letter that may he 
considered to comprehend and he a. digest of the former 
letters, and all the falsity, fraud and nonsense, that is in the 
whole of them. You have it there before you; your Lord
ships will suffer it to be read-I beg your patience. I 
must acknowledge lam in the most difficult of all things 
to explain, hut much more difficuit to make pleasant, 
namely, falsity and fraud, pursued through all its artifices. 
And, therefore, as it is the most painful work that ever was 
to unravel fraud and prevarication, so there is nothing that 
more calls upon the attention, the vigilance, the patience 
and the scrutiny, of an exact court of justice. Therefore, 
as you have here almost the whole of the man, do not think 
it too much to hear a letter from Cheltenham.'" It is dated, 
Cheltenham, 11th of July, 1785; addressed to William 
Devaynes, Esq. ;- . 

" Sir,-The honourable court of Directors, in their general letter to 
Bengal, by the Surprise, dated the 16th of March, 1784, were pleased 
to express their desire that I should infonn them of the periods when 
each sum of the presents, mentioned in my address of the 22d of 
May, 1782, was received; what were my motives for withholding the 
several receipts from the knowledge of the Councilor of the court of 
Directors; and what were my reasons for taking bonds for part of these 
sums and for paying other sums into the treasury as deposits on my 
own account." 

His con- I wish your Lordships to pause a moment. Here is a 
~:~':.ess letter, written in July 1785, from Cheltenham. You see 
~r\r period that, from the 29th of December 1780, during all the time 
oo~n~:- he was giving false and· prevaricating accounts to the court 
expected. of Directors, he was convinced in his own conscience, in his 

• The letter is printed at length in the " ~inntes of the Evidence," &c., 
p. 1151. 
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own opinion, of the necessity of producing it; yet they were 5 MA.y 1189 

never able to get any sort-of discovery from him. -
"I have.l>een kindly apprized, that the information required as above 

is yet exp~ted from me. I hope that the circumstances of my past 
situation, when,considered. will plead my excuse for having thus long 
withheld it. The fact is, that I was not at the Presidency: when the 
Surprise arrived; and. when I returned to it, my time and attention 
were 80 entirely engrossed to the day of'my final departure from it, by 
a variety of other more important occupations, of which, Sir, I may 
safely appeal to ,our testimony, grounded on the large portion, contri
buted b, mrel, of the volumes which compose our consultations of 
that period' -

These consultations form matter of one of the charges 
that the Commons have brought against Mr. Hastings; that 
is, a fraudulent attempt to ruin the persons employed under 
him, in order to go himself in their place and to act in the 
secret, mysterious, manner in which he did. These are the 
volumes of consultations which he had writtenullon that 
subject, to justify the acts which he had done there-

" that the submission, which my respect would have enjoined me to 
pay to the command imposed on me, was lost to my recolleotion; per
haps from the stronger impression, which the first and distant pl'rusal of 
it had left on my mind, that it was rather intended as a reprehension for 
something' which had given offence in my report of the original trans
action, than as expressive of any want of a farther elucidation of it." 

Permit me to remark upon this extraordinary passage. A PJ:etended 

letter is written to him, which is a continuance of requesting ~:~:rt:~f 
a thousand things desired before and promised by himself ; ~:aPirec. 
and then he saya he recollects-obser"e his memory-he is viOllS

d

PJ! 
h . h k h" f' h I h man of an not t e wrIter; e nows not mg 0 It; e on y as an account. 

obscure recollection that he thought it a reprehension rather 
than a demand. Now a reprehension is a demand. 'When 
I say to a servant of mine-" why have you not given me 
this account before ?" the reason he assigns is-" I have not 
given it because I thought you were railing at and abusing 
me." ,,' 

" I will now endeavour to reply to the' dift'erent qUl'stions which have 
been stated to me, in as explicit a manner as I am able. To such infor
mation as I can give the Honourable Court is fully entitled; and, where 
that shall prove defective, I will point out the easy means by which it 
may be rendered more complete." 

In order that your Lordshi{ls may thoroughly enter into this 
letter, I am to observe that It is in consequence of a letter 
which he received at BenO'al, and which he was at last pre
vailed upon to give some °answer to at Cheltenham. Now 
observe how handsomely and' kindly these tools of Directors 
have expressed themselves to him, and that even their 
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1\ MAY 1789. bnseness nnd subser\·ieney to him WRS not able to draw out 
- any satist:'\ction to his enemies-he gives none to his friends 

about it. They are calling upon him - in consequence of II. 

promise, which he calls a reprehension. 
r< Although it is not our intentitIR to express any douht of the inte

grity of the Governor General. on the contrary, after having received 
the presenta we cannot avoid expressing our approbation of his conduct 
in bringing them to the credit of the Company, yet we must confess 
the statement of those transactions appears to us in many points so 
unintelligible that we feel ourselves under the necessity of calling on the 
Governor General for an explanation, a"areeable to his promise, volun
tarily made to us." 

Now there is a demand upon him; this demand he says 
he considered only RS a reprehension. Reprehension is a 
stronger mode of demand. But here was a direct, a positive, 
demand upon him. which his memory furnishcs as nothin rr 

but a reprehension. He answers :- ." 
" First,.{ believe I can affirm with certainty, that the several sums 

mentioned in the account transmitted with my letter above mentioned 
were received at, or within a very few days of, the dates whieh are pre
fixed to them in the account; but, as this COlltains only the gross sums, 

Adm" f and each of these was received in dift'erent payments, though at 110 great 
ill....;~.:;.o distance of time, I cannot therefore assign a greater degree of accuracy 
ill hi. to the account."-Your Lordships see. after all these inquiries, and after 
nce<lllllt. this long course of years, he declares he cannot make his account accurate. 

_r< Perhaps the Honourable Court will judge this sufficient "-that is, 
this explanaLion, namely, that he can give none--r< for any purpose 
to which their inquiry was directed; but if it should not be so, I will 
beg leave to refer, for a more minute information and for the means of 
making any investigation which they may think i~ proper to direct, re
specting the particulars of this transaction, to Mr. Larkins, your 
Accountant General, who was priYf to every process of it, and possesses, 
as I believe, the original paper, which contained the only account that I 
ever kept of it." 

Refers to 
the_ 
countant 
genl'rai in 
B~lIgal. 

Here is a IUnn, who keeps a bribe account, cannot give 
an Recount in the country where it is carried on. 'When 
you call upon him in Bengal, he cannot give an Recount 
because he is in Bengal. Then he comes to England, and 
he cannot give an Rccount there. because his account is left 
in Bengal. He kept no accounts himself, but his accounts 
are in Bengal, in the hands of somebody else. 'Ve shall sec 
what that produced. 

I' In this, each receipt was, as I re::ollect, specifically inserted, with the 
name of the person by whom it was made; and I sball write to him to 
desire that he will furnish you with' the paper itself, if it is still in 
being and in his hands, or with whatever he oan distinctly recollect 
concerning it." 

• Extract or a letter f'rom the coW1 of Directors, dated 16th March, 1 i84. 
~PriDted as above, p. 1149. 
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Here Ilre accounts kept for the Company, and yet he does 5 MAY 1789. 

not know whether they are in existencc anywhere. 
co For my motives for withholding the several receipts from the 

knowledge of the Council or of the court of Directors, and for taking 
bonds for part of these BUDlS and paying others into the treasury as 
deposits ou my own account, I have generally accounted in my letter to 
the Honourable the court of Directors, of the 22d May, li82; namely, 
that I either chose to conceal the first receipt from public curiosity, by 
receiving bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without any studied 
de8ign, which my memory at that distance of time could verifY; and that 
I did not think it worth my care to obserre the same means 'lith the rest. 
It will not be expected that I should be able to give a more correct explana
tion of my intentions after a lapse of three years, having declared at 
the tinle that many particulars had escaped my remembrance; neither 
ahall I attempt to add more than the clesrer affirmation of the facts inl
plied in that re~ort of them, and such inferences as necessarily or with a 
strong probability follow them." 

You have heard of that oriental figure, called a painche, Sbtudi~t f 

hi h · . E l' hI' I d d d' d 0 scun y 0 W C J8 In ng IS a screw. t IS a puzz e an a stu Ie hislaoguage. 

involution of a period, in order to prevent the discovery of 
truth, and to frustrate thc detection of any frauds. It is 
called in the banyan language a painche, and if ever you saw 
that painche exemplified in the world it is in this sentence
"Neither shall I attempt to add more than the clearer affir-
mation of the facts implied in that report of them, and such 
inferences as necessarily or with a strong probability follow 
them." These are not facts stated, but facts implied in the 
report.. Report of what ?-ofwhat the Directors declared they 
did not understand. And then-the inference from these im-
plied facts-the inferences that would necessarily follow from 
them, or, with a strong probability. !fyou have a mind tostudy 
that oriental figure of rhetoric called a painche, here it is for 
you in its most complete perfection. No rhetoricians, giving 
examples of oratory, have anything like it that ever matched 
this sentence. First, in May, 17821 he forgets his motives 
for fodsifying the Company's accounts, and he very rationally 
draws such inferences as "necessarily or with a strong pro-
bability follow them." The inference is, " I gave a. clearer 
affirmation of these circumstances j" that is, if I understand 
it at al~ which, God knQws! I no more pretend to do than 
Don Quixote did those Ilentences of lovers in romance 
writers which he said it made him run mad to attempt to 
discover the meaning 0(,-" why, you call upon me for ac-
counts now, three years after, which I could not give you 
then: I cannot give them you. And, as to papers, I do not 
know whether they exist. Perhaps you Dlay know something 

VOL. IL L 



162 Opening of the Sixth Charge-Presents: 

G MAY 1789. of them; perhaps you may not. I can give you no account 
of them; but I will write to Mr. Larkins, if you please." 
Now you will see, comparing this with his other accounts, 
what a monstrous soheme he has laid of fraud and conceal
ment to cover his peoulation. 

" I have' said that the three first sums of the account were paid into 
the Company's treasury, without passing through my hands. The 
second of these was forced into notice by its destination and application 
to the expense of a detachment, which was formed and employed against 
Madhejee Scindia, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, as 
I particularly apprised the court of Directors, in my letter of the 29th 
of December, 1780." 

Conceal· He does not yet tell you from whom he received it. 'Ve 
:c':.::~~:~~e have found it out by other collateral means, but he never 
~~vt:om. told the court of Directors from whom he received it. 

Motive for 
concealing 
them from 
hi. col· 
lell!';ucs. 

"The other two were certainly not intended, when I received them, to 
be made ~ublic, though intended for public service, and actually applied 
to it. '1 he exigencies of the government were at that time my own, 
Rnd every pressure upon it rested with its full weight upon my mind. 
Wherever I could find allowable means of relieving those wants I 
eagerly seized tbem;"-allowable means of receiving bribes, as we shall 
prove in the particular instances-" but neither could it occur to me as 
necessary to state on our proceedings every little aid which I could thus 
procure; nor do I know how I could have stated it, without appearing 
to court fa\'our by an ostentation which I disdained, nor without the 
chance of exciting the jealousy of my collea"l71les, by the constructive 
IISsertion of a separate and unparticipated merit, derived from the in
fluence of my station, to which they might have laid an equal claim." 

Now we Bee that, after hammering his brains for many 
years, he does find out his motive, which he could not verify 
at the time; which was, that, if he let his colleagues know 
he was receiving bribes, and having the glory of receiving 
them. they might take it into their heads likewise to have 
their share in the Bame glory, as joined in the same commis
sion, enjoying the same powers, and subject to the same re
strictions. It was Bcanialous in Mr. Hastings-not behaving 
like 11 good, fair, colleaglle in offioe-to deprive them of the 
share in the glory of receiving bribes. But they were 
grovelling creatul'es. They were thinking that keeping clean 
hands was some virtue. He did not let them kno,v that he 
was going on in Q career of receiving bribes, lest they should 
wish to have a share in the glory. 

Mr. Hastings is a. Pindario genius. He finds the nearest 
way to the heart. He does not go a. long round about way 
to the heart, but he ravishes the lady at onoe. "You are a 
parcel of grovelling wl'etches. You shall not know the way 
I am going, for. fear you should share .in the glory too," 
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" Might not we receive bribes for the Company?" "No; you IS MAY 1789. 

shall not have the glory. I conceal it." "Why?" "-Because -
it would look like ostentation,. if I were to tell it." " Well, 
but you have applied some of these bribes to your benefit; 
give U8 an account of these bribes."" No; that will not do. I 
disdain ostentation, therefore I will not tell. I might excite 
jealousy in my colleagues." To be sure, ifhe was receiving 
bribes and they not receiving bribes, and if they had a 
liking to that kind of trade, it is a good object for jea-
lousy, that a matter which ought to be in common among 
them should be confined to Mr. Hastings. The goddess, as 
Spenser caUs her, " with golden hands," has iron hands some-
times.- He admits they had an equal claim, but, in order not 
to excite a jealousy in his colleagues for being left out in 
what they had an equal claim to, he takes bonds for what 
ought to be brought to the Company's account. These 
are reasons with regard to his colleagues, who sat with him 
nt the Board-Mr, Macpherson, Mr. Stables, Mr. Wheler, 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, He 
was afraid of exciting their jealousy. So far w~th respect 
to thos.e who were co-ordinate with him and joined with 
him in the commission. Now you will see another reason- Oa.th im-

d' h'hhh' 'h h,posedby 
nn extraor !Dary one-w lC e as given Wit respect to IS him o~ the 

inferiors. I am to tell your Lordships, which you should ~~~!~~: 
take on credit-indeed it is on credit, till it is proved to you ~~!:n~:ke 
-that, when he formed a committee of revenue, he bound . 
them by 1\ solemn ol1th-" not, under any name or pretence 
whatever, to taka from any zamindar, farmer, person con
cerned in the revenue, or any other, any gift, gratuity, alIow~ 
ance or reward, whatever, or anything beyond their salary;" 
and this is the oath to which he alludes. It was 'for fear 
of exciting the jealousy of his colleagues: it is no\V with 
regard to his inferiors. His reason for co~cealing his bribes 
under those false and fraudulent bonds was this: -

" I should have deemed it particularly dishonorable to receive for my 
own use money tendered by men of a certain class from whom I had in
terdicted the receipt of presents to my inferiors, and bound them by oath 
not to receive them; I was, therefore, more than ordinarily cautious to 
avoid the 8uspicion of it, which would scarcely have failed to light upon 
me, had I sulfered the money to be brought directly to my own house, 
or to that of any person known to be in trust for me." 

:My Lords, here he comes_ before you,. avowing that he !~~:;Yin 
. knew the practice of taking money from these people was prohibiting 

• "Faerie Queene;" Book v., Canto iL, Stanzas ix" x. 
L 2-
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G MAY 1789. a t.hing dishonourable in itself. "I should have deemed it 
otl!e-;:;-from particularly dishonourable to receive for my own use money 
f.~·~~~t:d tendered by men of a certain class, from whom I had inter
himself. dieted the receipt of presents to my inferiors, and bound 

them by oath not to receive them." He held it particularly 
dishonourable to receive them: he had bound others by an 

Hi. renso~s oath not to receive them. Why does he conceal it? Why, 
for ~onr.ew· b " h"·f h . . h d' ingJ:1is "eeause, says e 1 t e SUSpICIOn came upon me, t e 1S-

r.;.:~;~r honour would fall upon my pate." Why did he by an oath 
=dt~1 bind his inferiors not to take these bribes? 'Why, because it 
revenue. was base and dishonourable so to do; because it was mis-

chievous and ruinous to the Company's affairs to suffer them 
to take bribes. Why did he take them himself? It was ten 
times more ruinous, that he who had bound up oth('rs so 
f,trictIy should practise the same himself, and, "therefore," 
says he, "I was more than ordinarily cautious." 'Vhat, to 
avoid it t "No; to c.'\rry it on in so clandestine and private 
a manner as might secure me from the suspicion of that 
which I know to be detestable, and bound others up from 
practising.'~ . 

We shall prove that the kind of men from whom he inter
dicted his Council to receive bribes were the identical men 
from whom he received them himself. If it was good for 
him, it was good for them, who had their means of extorting: 
and, if it ought to be practised, they ought to be admitted to 
extort for the good of the Company. Raja Nobkissin was 
one -of the men from whom he interdicted them receiving 
bribes, and from whom he received a bribe for his own use. 
He says he did. it to conceal it from them, because lIe thought 
great mischief would happen if they suspecte~ it, lest they 
should be inclined to practise it, and break their oaths. Then 

Commuui· you take it for. granted he concealed it from them P No 
~~~A°s, a such thing. His principal confidant in receiving these bribes 
g'e'Bber ~r was Mr. Crofts, who was a principal person in this board of 

'0 oar. revenue, whom he had made swear not to take bribes. He" 
sees Mr. Hastings receive bribes. He is the confidant and 
receiver, as we shall prove to your Lordships. "I would 
not discover them, because I would not let these people know 
that I received them!' Here is one of the very men whom he 
declares he was not willing should know it- 'What will your 
Lordships say to his affirming and averring a direct false
hood here P"':"'that he did it to conceal it from these kind of men, 
when one of these men was his principal confidant and agent 
in the trnnsaction P He was more than. o):"dinarily cautious 
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to avoid the suspicion of it; he ought to have avoided the Ii MAy 1789. 

crime, and tlle suspicion would take care of itself. 
CI For these reasons I caused it to be transported immediately to the 

. treasury. There. I well know. Sir. it could not be received without 
being passed to Bome credit. and this could only be done by entering it 
a8 a loan or as a deposit. The first was the least liable to reflection. and 
therefore I had obviously recourse to it. Why the second sum was 
entered as a deposit I am utterly ignorant; possibly it was done without 
any special direction from me; possibly because it was the simplest mode 
of entry. and therefore preferred, as the transaction itself did not require 
concealment. having been already avowed." 

My Lords, in fact, every word of this is wholly groundless: Reas<?nsfor 

it is completely wrong in every part. Says he, "I put it :~;':::he 
down as a. deposit." " Why did you do so 1" "I cannot deposit. 

telL There a.re various reasons which might have induced 
me to do it; but one is, when you enter moneys of t.his kind 
you must enter them under some name-some head of 
account; and I entered them under this because otherwise 
there was no way of entering them," . Is that true? Will 
he stick to that? I shall desire to know of his learned 
Counsel, sometime or other, whether that is a point he will 
take issue upon-that there was no other way. Your Lord-
ships will see there were other bribes of his wbich he brought 
under a regular official charge-namely, Durbar charges; 
and there is no reason why he should not have brought these 
under Durbar charges. Therefore, saying there is no other 
way of entering them but as bonds and deposits is Dot true. 

Then he says, there was no other reason for concealment, 
because it was avowed. Why, that false deposit is as much 
concealment as the false bond. For he entered that deposit Subse· 

as his own; but \Yhen he had a mind to carry it to the ~,:~.!:as 
Company's account he knew how to do it. for he took it cha.rges. 

under a. general name, called Durbar charges-a name as 
large and sufficient to cover any fraudulent expenditure in 
the account as one would think any person receiving would 
wish-and he gives no account of the expenditure. So it is 
not true that he was obliged to enter them as bonds and 
deposits, because there was no other regular way. The 
Durbnr charges, for the extent of them, were very much his. 
own invention, But you have seen him first guess one 
thing, then another; give this reason, give another. He 
seems at last to be satisfied that he has hit upon the true 
reason of his conduct. Now open the next paragraph and 
Bee what itis-

,e Although I am firmly persuaded that these were my sentiments on 
t~e occasion, yet I will not affirm that they were. Though I feel theit 
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5 MAY 1189. impression as the remains of a series of thoughtl retained on my memory, 
- I am not certain that they may not have been produced by Bubaequent 

reflection on the principal fact, combining with it the probable motives 
of it. Of this I am certain, that it was my design originally to have 
concealed the receipt of all the sums except the second, even from the 
knowledge of the court of Direotors. '!'hey had answered my purpose 
of public utility, and I had almost totally dismissed them from my 
remembrance." 

~~'::::;t My Lords, you will observe. upon this most astonishing 
that h6

t
had account which he "'ves here, he first says that several of meant 0 b'" 

conceal the these sums he meant to conceal for ever. even from the 
r::~~~!nts knowledge of the Directors. Look back to his letter of the 
~.:,:~~. 16th of December, his letter of the 22d of May, 1781, and 

he tells you that he might have concealed them, hut that he 
was resolved not to conceal them; he thought it highly dis
honourable so to do, becau8e his conscience would have been 
wounded if he had done it; and that he was afraid that it 
would be thought this discovery was brought from him in 
consequence of the~arliamentary inquiries. And here he 
says of this discovery, which he valued himself upon making 
voluntarily, that he is afraid it should be attributed to 
motives of fear. Now at last he tells you, from Chel. 
tenham, when he had just cause to dread the strict account 
to which he is called this day, first, that he cannot tell 
whether anyone motive which he assigns, either in this 
letter or in the former, was his own' or, not; he tells you he 
does not know whether he has not invented them since, in 
consequence of a train of meditation -upon what he might 
have done 01' might have said; and lastly he says, contrary 
to all his former declarations; that he'uever meant to give 
the Directors the least notice. "They had answered my 
purpose. I had dismissed them from my remembrance." 
Is this the way in which money is to be received and 
accounted for? "I intended always to keep them secret, 
though I have declared to you solemnly, over and over 
again, that I did not. I do not care how you discovered 
them, I have forgotten them. I have dismissed them from 
my remembrance." 
_ "But when fortune threw a sum of money in my way, of a magni. 

tude which could not be concealed, and the p~culiar delicacy of my 
situation, at the time in which I received it, made me more circumspect 
of appearances, I chose to apprise my employers of it; which I did 
hastily and generally; hastily, perhaps, to prevent the vigilance and 
activity of secret calumny; and generally, because I knew not the exact 
amount of the sum of which I was in the receipt, but not in the full 
possession. I promised to acquaint them with the result as soon as I 
should be in possession of it; and, in the performance of my promise, I 
thought it consistent with it, to add to the account all the former appro-
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priations of the same kind; my good genius then suggesting to me, 5 MAY 1789. 
with a spirit of caution which mIght have spared me the trouble of this -
apology, had I universally attended to it, that if I had suppressed them, 
and they were afterwards known, I might be asked what were my 
motives for withholding part of these receipts from the knowledge of 
the court of Directors, and inforIning them of the rest, it being my 
wish to clear up every doubt-" 

I am almost ashamed to remark upon the tergiversations He a.vows 
d .. 11 .. h h . h;- the receipt an prevarICations perpetua y rmgmg t e c anges In t IS o~resents 

declaration. He would not have discovered this 100,0001. ~eal~Ot~eir 
if he could have concealed it. He would have discovered it ~g~~~e~iS-
lest malicious persons should be telling tales of it. Now he . 
says how much he had reason to value himself upon his pre
caution. He has a system of concealment. He never 
discovers anything, but when he thinks it can be forced from 
him; that malicious men made certain inquiries, and a fear 
of their misrepresentations drove him sometimes to precau-
tion; and nothing but the impossibility of concealing any-
thing can possibly make him discover it. And in another 
place he 8ays,-

n I could conceal these things from YOll for ever, but my own con. 
science would not give me leave." . 

It is not from openness of heart or honesty, but he is 
afraid that the magnitude of the sum and the malice of 
people working upon it might have been the means of 
discovery. 

Oh, my Lords, I am afraid that sums of much greater magni
tude have been covered by it. But this-IOO,OOOl. he declares 
he would have concealed. if he could; and yet he values 
himself upon his discovery of it. 

.. it being my wish to clear up every doubt upon this transaction, 
which either my own mind could suggest, or which may have been 
luggested by others, I beg leave to propose another question, and to state 
the terms of it in tIly reply, by informing you that the indorsement on the 
bonds wail made about the period of my leaving the Presidency, in the 
middle of the year 1781, in order to guard against their becoming !II 
claim 011 the Company as part of my estate, in the event of my death 
occurring in the course of the service on which I was then e.ntering. 
This, Sir, ill the plain history of the transaction. I should be ashamed 
to request tha.t you would communicate it to the honourable court of 
Directors, whose time is too valuable for the intrusion of a subject so 
uninteresting, but that it is become a point of indispensable duty. I 
must, therefore, request the favour ot you to lay it at a convenient time 
before them. In addressing it to you personally I yield to my own 
feeling$ of the respect which is dUll to them as a. body, and to the 
assurances which I derive from your experienced civilities, that YOI1 
will. kindl,. overlook the trouble imposed by it." 
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5 MAY mo. Your Lordships see what a. civil letter this is. You see 
Ev ... -;':; of what a. variety of artifices are in it: you see the variety of 
~l~':, ~~lan ... styles, and how he turns himself into every shape and every 
~~'D1r~~ form. Do you find a.ny discovery in this letter 1 Do you 
tors. find any answer to the Directors' letter? Does be tell you 

Circum. 
stance of 
false bonds 
t. .. kenfrum 
the Com· 
pany. 

once whom be received the money from? . Does he tell you 
for what he received it-what the circumstances of the per
sons were-or anyone thing whatevel' about his mode of 
accounting for it? No. And here at last, after so many 
·years' litigation, he is called to account for his prevaricating, 
false, accounts in Calcutta, and cannot clear them to you. 

Before be left Calcutta, he says, when' he was going up 
upon the service which he thought a. service of danger, he 
indorsed the false bonds which he had taken from the Com
pany, declaring them to be none of his. You observe that 
these bonds have been in his hand from the 9th or 15th of 
January·-I am not quite sure of the exact day-to the day 
when he went upon this service, sometime in the month of 
July-a service which fonnerly he had declared he did not 
apprehend to be of danger, but he found it to be so after. 
He did, in anticipation of that danger, make this attes
tation and certificate upon the bonds. 'Yho ever saw 
it? Mr. Larkins saw it. Says be, "I gave it Mr. Larkins." 
'Yhy, we will show YOll afterwards that Mr. Larkins de
serves no credit upon this business; that honour binds him 
not to discover the secrets of Mr. Hastings. 

'Ye are very near now coming to the last explanation, 
and, when you have!' seen ,,,hat Mr. Larkins gives, there 
is an end of all hope. 'Yhy did he not deliver them up, 
when he was going there? for all pretence of not being the 
sole concealer himself was then gone, as we shall prove. 
Why did he not cancel these bonds 1 Why keep them at 
0.111 Why not enter truly the state of the account in the 

Connivaneo Company's records? Then,'" I indorsed them." .. Did 
~t~!.ri~ yoq deliver them indorsed into the treasury?" .. No: I 
:~~t"lIt delivered them indorsed into the hand of my bribe broker. 

. and agent." " But why not destroy them? Why not give 
them up to the Company, lind eay you were paid; which 
would have been the only truth in this transaction?" " No : 
I indorsed them." " If they were indorsed, then why did 
not you afterwards, during a long period of so many years, 
cancel them?" No: he kept them to tbe very day when 
he was going from Calcutta, and had made a declaration 
that they were not his, Never before upon any account 
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did they appear; and, though the committee of the House 5 MA.Y 1789. 

of Commons, in the eleventh reportr had remarked upon all 
these scandalous proceedings and prevarications, yet, he was 
not stimulated even then to give up these bonds; he held 
them in his hand till he was-just going away, in spite of the 
Directors, in spite of the Parliament, in spite of the cries of 
his own conscience, upon a. matter which one would think 
was grown public, and would knock doubly upon his repu-
tation ~nd. conduct. 

He then declares they are not for his own use, but the Declaration 

Company's service. Were they then cancelled? I do ~e~~tfo~Vthe 
not find a trace of their being cancelled. I find the follow- ~~::,y's 
ing sums, which correspond with the sums and . the total of 
them-except in one instance-which he stated in- his letter 
of May, just as if one had been copied from the other. In 
this letter of the 17th of January, 1785,he says, with regard 
to these bonds:-

" The following Bums were paid into the treasury, and bonds granted 
tor the Bame in the name of the Governor General, in whose possession 
the bonds remain, with a declaration upon each indorsed and signed by' 
him, that he haa no claim on the Company for the amount either of 
principal o·r interest, no part of the latter having been receh'ed."* 

Now the declaratiou upon oath is added to the account of 
the 22d of May of the indorsement. . ·Why any man need 
to declare upon oath that the money which he fraudulently 
conceals from another person is not his, is the most extraor
dinary thing in the world. If he had a mind to get credit 
that it was his, then an oath would be necessary; but in 
the other case, a man would believe him upon his word. He 
comes now and says, "'l'his is indorsed upon oath." Oath 
before what magistrate? In whose possession were the 
bonds ? Were they given up ? No; there is no trace of 
that upon the record, and it stands for him to prove that 
they were ever given up, and in any hands but Mr. Larkins', 
nnd his. So here is the bond, begun in obscurity and 
ending in obscurity: ashes to ashes1 dust to dust, corrup
tion to corruption, and fraud to fraud. 

This is aU we see of these bonds, till Mr. Larkins is called 
to read a funeral sermon over them. Finltng that this 
Cheltenham letter was not only a fraud, but the most impu
dent fraud that was ever seen, he writes some letter, whch 
does not appear, to Mr. Larkins. 

• Printed iu the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1180. 



170 Opening of the Sixth Charge-Presellts : 

Ii MAY 1789. My Lords, I am come now near the period or this class of 
Mr. Hastings' bribes. I am a little exhausted. There are 
many circumst:mces that might make me wish not to de
lay for one day the going through at your Lordships' bar thia 
long, intricate, scene. We are drawing to a conclusion -of 
it, but my strength fails me before I can conclude it. I 
hope in a very short time to-morrow, or the next court 
day, to finish it, and to go directly into eVIdence, which I 
long to go into, to substantiate it; but it is necessary that 
the evidence should be explained. 

Mr. Larkins' letter is the epilogue. You ha"e heard as . 
much of the drama as I could go through. Bear with my 
weakness a little. I have incurred the censure of the pri
soner. I mean to increase this by brin.,aing home to him 
the proof of his crimes, and to display them in all their 
force and turpitude. It is my duty to do it; I feel it an 
obligation next my heart. 

I am exhausted now. l shall finish it the next time your 
Lordships sit; and then we shall go directly into th~ evi~ 
dence upon the subject. 
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cbNCLUSION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RT. HON. 
"EDMUND BURKE, MANAGER FOR THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS, IN .oPENING THE SIXTH ARTICLE 
OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRESENTS; 
7 MAY, 1789. 

Mi LORDS, wben I had the honour last to address "you 7'MA.Y1789. 

rrom this place, I endeavoured to press upon your minds, -
and to fortify it by the example of the proceediugs of Mr. 
Hastings. that obscurity and inaccuracy in a matter of. ac~ Con~. 
count constituted a just presumption of fraud. I showed by =~~; 
Mr. Hastings' letters that his accounts were confused and 
inaccurate. I am ready, my Lords, to admit that there are 
situations in which a minister in a great place may use con. 
cealment, aI\d it may be his duty to use concealment from 
the enemies of his masters; it might be prudent to use con· 
cealment from his inferiors in service; it will always be 
suspicious· to use concealment from his colleagues and co
ordinates in office. But when. in a money transaction. any 
man uses concealment with regard to them to whom the 
money belongs. he is guilty of a fraud. 

My Lords. I have showed you that Mr. Hastings kept no 
account. by his own description, of the moneys that. he had 
privately taken, as he pretends, for the Company's service, 
but. as we have but too much reason to presume. for his own. 
'Ve have shown you, my Lords, that he has not only no Uncertainty 

accounts but no memory. We have shown that he does not fJ:",.;, tast
even understand his own motives; that, when called upon his ,?WU • 

11 h h b d 
. motIves .or 

to reco ect t em, e egs to guess at them. an his memory conceal· 

is to be supplied by his guess. So he has no confidence in ment. 

his guesses, and he first finds that, after about a year and a 
half, or somewhat less, he cannot recollect what his motives 
were- to certain actions, which, upon the very face of them, 
appeared fraudulent. He is called to an account, some years 
after, to know what they were. and he makes a just re· 
flection upon i4 uamely,· that, as his memory did not enable 
him to find out his own motive at that time, it is not to be 
expected that it would be clearer a year after. ¥ et, not~ 
withstanding tbis, your Lordships recollect that, in that 
Cheltenham letter which is made of no perishable stuff; he 
begins a~in to guess: but, after he has guessed and guessed 
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7 MAY 1789. again, and after he has gone through all the' motives h~ c~ , 

- possibly assign Cor the action, he tells you he does not know 
whether those were his real motives or whether he has not 
invented them since.' • , • " 

Frlsiftcat~on In that situation the account of the Company stood;-with 
o acconn.. regard to . very great sums which passed though Mr. Hastings~ 

hands, and which he, instead of giving his masters credit for, 
took credit for to himself, and, being their debtor as her-con_ 
fesses at that time, took a security for that debt as if he 
had. b~en their creditor. This required explanation. E
planatton he was called upon for over and over again. EXt-. 
planation he did not give, and declared he could not give. 
He was called upon for it in India, he had not leisure to 
attend to it there. He was called upon for it in Europe,· 
he then says he must send for it to India. . .. 

Your Lordships 'Will constantly remark, through ,the 
whole correspondence of Mr. Hastings upon this transaction, 
the Company's accounts of which he has falsified by entering 
himself as their creditor, when he ought to have appeared as 
their debtor, that he appears giving false accounts of this' 
false transaction, and afterwards, upon being pressed to ex
plain himself, he declares he cannot explain himself at· all 
-with much prevarication and much insolence, too, de
claring himself to be guilty. The court of Directors were 
slow to believe him guilty. Parliament expressed a stl'ong 
suspicion of his' guilt and wished for further informa
tion. Mr. Hastings, about this period of time, began to 
imagine-his conscience told him indeed-a faithful and 
true monitor, which it were well he had attended to 
upon many occasions, as it would have saved him his appear
ance here-his conscience told him he was in great 
danger from the Parliamentary inquiries that were going 
on; and, accordinp:ly, the first account tnat we have of any 

Promise !If [promise of explanation], as I can recollect, was about 
exPlanatlon h · h h hP 1 h· hI of the bribe t e ttme t at e sent t e atna etter, t at IS, t e etter 
~~,,~~t discovering the bribe which the Nawab of Oude had given 
Onde. him, written at Patna the 20th January, 1782, and refetring 

to a bribe which he had received some months before at 
Chunar. . , . 

Mr. Hastings, you would naturally imagine, would have 
been in haste to fulfil that promise, especially as he sent an 
agent expressly to England, which agent entered himself 
at the India House, and appeared before the committee as an 
agent sent over to explain whatever might appear doubtful 
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in his conduct; and r~ference was had to Major Fairfax, who ''I MAY 1789. 
-Was the first agent we have seen in the committee upon that Maj;;;Fair. 

occasion. ;Major Fairfax, notwithstanding the character in t~ ~t by 

\~wti.c.h Mr. Hastings employ~d him, appeared to be but a ::iI~~~ to 
letter' carrier. He had nothlDg to say. He gave them no He is unable 

I information in the India House at all. To the committee- :g~~~i~';; 
I can speak with the clearness of a witness-he gave no . 
sutisfaction wh,atever. However, this agent vanished in a 
moinent, in order to make way for another more substantial, 
more efficient, agent--an agent perfectly known in this A second 

. k b h . t.. b M agent-Ma-'. country-an agent nown y t e name gIven to ~lm y r. jor Scott. 
Hastings-who, like the princes of the east, gives titles-he . 
calls him an incomparable agent, and by that name he is 

.. very well known to your Lordships and the world, and he 
'very well executes that commission; This agent was called 
uPon by the committee, and though, I believe, he was here 
prior to the time of Major Fairfax's arrival in the character 
of an agent, and for the very same, purposes, it does not 
appear that he had got the smallest degree of instruction 

'to explain anyone part of t.hat transaction. He was exa
}Mlled in ,a committee of the House of Commons, point by 
point, article by article, to that obscure enumeration of 
bribes which the court of Directors declare they did not 
understand; and they could make nothing of Major Scott, 
Mr. Hastings' agent. He declared be could speak nothing 
with regard to them, and had received no instruction upon 
them. 

My Lords, there was but one point which, in the course of 
examination, we drew out of him, namely, that there was 
one of these articles, entered in the account of the 22nd of 
Mayas a deposit, which Mr. Hastings had received as a 
bribe from Cheyt Sing. He produced an extract of a letter 
relative to it, which your Lordships, in the course of th~s 
evillence, may see, and which will lead us into a further and 
more minute inquiry on that head; but not one single 
article stood explained when that committee made their 
l'epo~n 1783-not one explained to Parliament- not one 
explaitted to the Company, except this bribe of Cheyt Sing, 
which Mr. Hastings never thought proper to communicate to 
the East India Compaily, either by himself ~r, as we could 
find out, by his agent, any other way than as drawn out by 
a long examination in the committee of the House of Com
mons. In spite of the letters he wrote-in spite of the 
agents he employed-he absolutely and firmly resolved to 
give his eftI.Ployera no satisfaction upon this business. 



17. Opening qf the Sixth Charge-Presents: 

~ MAY 1189. What is curious in this proceeding is, that Mr. Hastings, 
Mode of all the time he conceals, endeavours to get himself the credi. 
~~~~\,re- of a discovery. Your Lordships have seen what his dis
tended dIS' covery is; but Mr. Hastings, among his other very extra6"rcovery_ 

dinary acquisitioil~, has found a more effectual method of eon-

. :Mr. Rast
ings' letter 
fromChel· 
tenham. 

cealment through discovery; and I will venture to say that, ' 
whatever might be expected of Mr. Hastings' bribes, there 
was more effectual concealment, in regard to every circum
stance, in tbat discovery, than if he had kept a total silence. 
Other means might have been found, but this, standing in the 
way, prev~nted the discussion of those means. ',. 

This continued till the time of the letter from Cheltenham. 
The Cheltenham letter declared that Mr. Hastings knew 
nothing of the matter-that he had brought with him no 
accounts to England upon the subject, and, though it appears 
by this very Cheltenham letter that he had with him at 
Cheltenham-if he _w.\:ote the letter at Cheltenham-a great 
deal of his other correE'pondence,that he had his letter of 
the 22nd of May with him, yet any account that could 
elucidate that letter he declared that he had not i but he" 

Risre!.1'- hinted that a Mr. Larkins in India, whom your Lordships cnoe to Mr. 
Larkins. will be better acquainted with, was perfectly apprised of all 

that transaction. Your Lordships will observe that Mr. 
Hastings has all his faculties, some way or other, in deposit. 
One person can speak to his memory; ~\Dother knows his 
fortune better than himself; to others he commits the senti
mental parts of his defence; to Mr. Larkins he commits his 
memory.* We shall see what a trustee of memory Mr. Lar
kins is, and how far he answers the purpose which might be 
expected from a man who has no memory himself, or who 
has left it on the other side of the water, and who leaves it 
to another man to explain for him accounts which he ought to 
have kept, and circumstances which ought to be deposited 
.in his own memory. . . 

This Cheltenham letter originally appeared, as far as I 
can discover, to the House of CommoDs upon a motion of 
Mr. Hastings' own agent. I do not like to be positive 
upon that, but I think that was the first appearance of 
it. It appeared likewise to the public; for it was thought 
so extraordinary and laborious a performance-as indeed it 

• The irony of this passage 'Was probably suggested by Mr. Sheridan's 
humorous pictuTe of Mr. Hastings concocting his defence before the House 
of Commons through a committee of his friends. See vol. i. p. 490. 
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ia--that it might serve to open a new scale of eloquence in '1l1Ay 1789-
,the kingdom, and consequently was printed, I believe, at the -
desire of the parties themselves. But, however, it became 
known to the public; it raised an extreme curiosity to 
kno. that, when Mr. Hastings could say nothing, after so 
many years, of his own concerns and his own affairs, 
Mr. Larkins at last would give full satisfaction concerning 
them. This letter Wll8 directed to Mr. Devaynes, Chairman 
of the court of Directors. It does not appear that the 
court of Directors wrote -anything to India in regard to 

.• : it; but some private communication passed from Mr. 
Hastings or his agents to Mr. Larkins, desiring a satis
factory account of that business. There was a general 
expectation upon this occasion, I believe, in the House of 
Commons and in the nation at large, to know what would 
become of this portentous inquiry. Mr. Hastings has 
always contrived to have half the globe between a question 
and an answer. When he was in India the question went 
to him, and then he adjourned his answer till he came to 

• England; and when he came to England it was necessary 
his answer should arrive from India; so that there is no 
manner of doubt that all time was given for digesting, com
paring, collating and making up, a perfect memory upqn such 
an occasion. 

But, my Lords, Mr. Larkins, who has in custody Mr. Mr.~kius· 
Hastings' memory-no smail part of his conscience-and accoun. 

all his accounts, did at last, in compliance with Mr. Hast-
ings' desire, think proper to send an account. Then at last 
we may expecflight. Where are we to look for accounts 
but from an accountant-general? Where are they to be 
found, unless from him? And, accordingly, when people 
had been looking into the night of perplexity into which 
Mr. II astinga' correspondence had plunged them, they looked 
up to the dawning of that day that .was to come from this 
star. They called for little Lucifer to appear, with his lamp, 
to di@pel the shades of night, and give us some sort of light 
into this dark, mysterious, transaction. At last the little 
lamp appeared; Mr. Larkins came forward, and it was laid 
before the House of Commons, at the motion of Mr. Hast-
ings' friends-for we did not know of its arrival: we have 
not always in the House of Commons the quickest and most 
autbentic intclligence of what does arrive. At last it arrives 
here, with all the intelliO'ence he can furnish, ail the memory, 
accuracy and clearness, ~that can be furnished for him, upon 
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'I HAY 1'189. a business t.hat before was nothing but mystery and con~ 
- fusion. . 

The letter from Mr. Larkins consisted of two parts: first, 
w hat was so much wanted-an account; next, wl}at \ras very 
much wanted to such accounts, and most of all to tte accounts 
he sent along WIth his letter-a comment and explanation. 
The account consisted of two parts or members: one gave an 
account of several detached bribes that Mr. Hastings had 
}'eceived, within the course of about a year or a year and a 
half; and the other of a great bribe which he had received in 
one gross sum of 100,000/. from the Nawab of Oude. .. 

Defective- 'fhe first circumstance that appeared to us, upon looking 
ness or the h ha h h account. upon t ese accounts, was, t t t ere was som~ geograp y, a 

little bad chronology, but nothing else in the account; 
neither the ~er80ns who took the money, nor the persons 
from whom it was taken, nor the ends for which it was given, 
nor any other circumstance of his bribe transaction than 
this that I have now before you. The first thing they 

Di!IRgepore looked at was Dinagepore. That piece of geography your 
bnbe. "L'"Ordships nre informed of. I believe you know that it is 

one of the provinces of the kingdom of Bengal We then 
have a long series of months with a number of sums added to 
them, and in ilie end it is said that, on the 18th and 19th of 
Asin, meaning September and October, were paid to Mr. 
Crofts two lacs of rupees, which were taken from a sum of 
three lacs 6,973 rupees, [and then remains one lac 6,973 
-rupees, from which were deducted" Charges, 9,310 rupees;" 
leaving" Balance in charge of G. G. S. 971..663 rupees."]* 

After we had waited for Mr. Hastings' own account-after 
it had been pursued through a series of correspondence in 
vain-after his agents had come to England to explain it
this is the explanation that your Lordship!) have got of this 
first article of the bribe. Dinagepore-not ilie person paid 
to j not the person paying; nor any other circumstance that 
we can get, except the G. G. S. That might serve for 
George Gilbert -Sanders, or any other name you please; and, 
seeing Crofts above it, you might imagine iliat it was an 
Englishman. And thi.s is the only account; which I call a 
geographical and a chronological account. But, as to the 
particuhrs which might tend to give a liglit into the transac
tion-who gave- to whom-for what--not one word appears 

• Mr. Larkins' letter, with the account, is printed in the .. Minutes of the 
Ev\,deD.ce," p. 1156. 
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in that: and, accordingly, Mr. Larkins appeared, upon the nrn 1789. 

mere Plce of the account, sadly to disappoint us; and I will -
venture to say tbat, compared with any system of account, in 
any transaction, Bengal bookkeeping is as remote from good 
bookkeeping as Bengal painches are remote from the rules of 
all true, good, composition. This account Mr. Hastings did 
receive. It is called-" Copies of the particulars of the 
dates [on which the component parts of sundry sums included 
in the • Account of sums received on the account of tbe 
honourable Company by the Governor General, or paid to 
their treasury by his order, and applied to their service: were 
received for Mr. Hastings, and] paid to the sub-treasurer." 

'Ve have got some light, namely, that one G. G. S. has 
paid some money to Mr. Crofts for some pnrpose, but from 
whom we know not, nor where; that there is a place called 
Dinagepore; and that Mr. Hastings received some money 
from somebody in Dinagepore. 

The next article is Patn&. Your Lordships are not so ill- M!,~ r: 
ncquainted with the geography of India as not to know that P;:;"" m 

there is such a place as Patna, nor so ill acquainted with the
chronology of it as not to know that there are three months 
caUed Baisakh, Asio, and Chait. From Patna Mr. Crofts was 
paid two lacs of rupees, and there was left a balance of 
about two more. 

When you are hunting to get a good explanation of the pro
ceedings of the month of May, 1782, you receive here by 
Mr. Larkins' letter, which is dated the 5th August, 1786, 
this account; which to be sure gives an amazing light into 
t!lis business. It was worth sending to Bengal for, worth 
waitiog for, with all that anxious expectation with which 
men wait for great events. Then you have learned that, 
with regard to the province of Dinagepore, there is a balance 
in discharge of G. G. S. But, with regard to Patna, we have 
not even a G. G. s.; we have no sort of light whatever to 
know through whose hands that transaction passed, nor any 
glimpse of it. Then you expect to be made amends in the 
other province, called Nuddea, where Mr. Hastings had M~_ 
received a considerable sum of money. There is the very Nudd:m 

same darkness: not a. word from whom received, by whom 
received, or RDI other circumstance-I mean, in the prior 
transaction-but that it WM paid into the hands of Mr. Hast-
ing3' white banyo., as he was commonly called in that coun-
try, into the hands of Mr. Crofts, who was his general agent-

VOL~ H 
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'1 MAY 1789. his white agent for receiving bribes, for he was very far from 
- having but that one. 

Conreal· 
menter 
names of 
persons 
tromwhom 
the moneys 
we-rere
reived. 

Now there is the whole acconnt given, after all this in
quiry-after so many severe animadversions from the House 
of Commons-after all those reiterated letters from the Direc
tors-after an application to M.r. Hastings himself. Upon 
the face of the account, there is not one single word given 
in that account which can tend to illustrate the matter. He 
sums up the whole, and makes out that there was received 
5 lacs and 55,000 rupees, that is to say 55,000l.~ [out of the 
sum of nine lacs and 50,000 engaged to be paid j namely, 

From Dinagepore - - 4,00,000 
From Nuddea - - 1,50,000 
And from Patna - - 4,00,000 

9,50,000]· 

Or £95,000 

Now you have got full light. Kabuliyat signifies a con
tract or an agreement. These agreements refer plainly, by 
the nature of the paper, to the payments that preceded them. 
That is, there was an Rocrreement, a contraCt or covenant, 
to pay-for the word kabuliyat signifies a contract or cove-
nant to pay-Mr. Hastings, as one should think, certain 
Sllms of money, and it does not say from whom-there never 
was such a system of account keeping, except the new system 
of bribe exchequer bookkeeping-but that such a sum of 
money was paid, of which there remains such a balance. 
When you come and compare the money received by Mr. 
Crofts with these kabuliyats. you find that the kabuliyats 
amount to 95,000/., and that the receipt has been about 
55,000lo, and that, upon the face of this account, there is 
40,OOOlo somewhere or other nnaccounted for. 

Mter finding this account-which your Lordships see is 
so luminous, so satisfactory, so clear, that it ought to 
come from a great accountant and a great financier, 
establishing a new system of finance, to recommend it 
to the world above all the old-fashioned foolish establish
ments, the Exchequer and Bank of England,-your Lord-

• Supplied &om revised copy. See account, printed in the .. Minutes of the 
Evidence," p. 1157. 



Speech of Mr. BurAe. 179 

ships will see what lights are received from Mr. Hastings. '1MAY1789. 
However it does so happen that, from these obscure hints Di8C~ry 
we have been able to institute examinations, that have dis- :::'~~~!en
covered such a mass of fraud, guilt, corruption and oppres- ~~Vio~vesti-
sion, as probably never existed since the beginning of the . 
world; and that, out of that darkness, we hope and trust 
the diligence and zeal of the House of Commons will give 
such light and discovery of his base crimes that, after all his 
prevarication-nnd at last dying in the last dyke ofprevari
cation-all that artifice will not be nble to secure him 
from the siege which the diligence of the House of Com-
mons has laid to his corruptions. 

You are to remark from Mr. Larkins' letter, which, Mr. Larkins' 

I h . d 1 . h h . h fi . • . ' letter. t lOUg It stan s ast 1D t e paragrap s, IS t erst 1D prIn-
ciple, that he perorates, as is natural, upon such an occasion. 
After giving the comment of this account, he makes a. perQ
ration, as is usual in perorations, somewhat in favour of the 
parties speaking it, and ad conciliandum auditorem, with 
which be both begins and ends. But Mr. Larkins, after 
giving this account which is so brilliant and luminous as an 
account, remarks in the nineteenth paragraph,-

" COllscious that the concern which I have had in these transactions 
needs neither an apology nor an excuse"-

tllat is rather extraordinary too-
II and that I have in no action of my life sacrificed the duty and fidelity , 
which lowed to my honourable employers, either to the regl\rd which 
I felt for another or. to the advancement of my own fortune, I shall 
conclude this address, firmly relying upon the candour of those before 
whom it may be submitted for its being deemed a satisfactory as well as 
a circumstantial compliance with the requisition in conformity to which 
the information it affords has been furnished"-* 

now he means through the whole course of the letter, as 
your Lordships will see, in compliance with the requisition, 
and in conformity to the information he had been. furnished 
with by Mr. Hastings,-. 
II without which it would 'have been as base as dishonourable [for me 
spontaneously to have afforded it. For though the duty which every 
~an owes to himself should render him incapable of making an asser
tion not strictly true, no man actuated either by virtuous or honourable 
sentiments could mistakenly apprehend that, unless he betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him by another, he might be deemed deficient in] 
fidelity to his employers." * 

• Letter from Mr. Larkins to the Chairman of the East India Company, 
dated the lith of August, 1786.-Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," 
p.1156. ' 
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UIUI7S9. My Lords, llere is, in my opinion, a discovery very well 
His-;;;;"" worthy your Lor&hips' attention. Here is the accountant 
~"j'r:~'T.;t general of the Company, who declares and fixes it as a 
~~Mr. point of honour tha! he would I!0t ha~e made a discovery so 
H&9tings. Important to them, If Mr. HastIngs himself had not author-

Various 
agents em
ployed by 
:Mr. H .... t
i"l"'. in re
OOlYJ.Og 
bribes: 

ised him to make it; that he considers himself bound by his 
honour to adhere to that point. Let us see what becomes of 
us when the principle of honour is so debauched and perverted. 
A principle of honour, as long as it is connected with virtue, 
adds no small efficacy to its operation, and no small bril
liancy and lustre to its appearance. "But honour, the moment 
it becomes unconnected with official function, with the 
relations of life, and the eternal and immutahle rules of 
morality, and appears in its substance alien to them, changes 
its nature, and, instead of qualifying it, aggravates all its 
mischiefs to an almost infinite degree. By the apparent 
lustre of the surface it hides from you the baseness and 
deformity of the ground. Here is Mr. Hastings' agent, 
Mr. Larkins, the Company's general accountant, prefers 
his attachment to Mr. Hastings to his duty to the Company. 
Instead of the account he ougbt to give to them, in coo
sequence of the trust reposed in him, he thinks himself 
bound by honour to Mr. Hastings that, if Mr. Hastings did 
not call for that explanation, he would not give it; so that, 
whatever obscurity is in this explanation, it is bec.'luse 
Mr. Hastings did not authorise or require him to give a 
clearer. Here is a principle of treacherous fidelity. of per
fidious honoor, of the faith of conspirators lloo-ainst their 
masters, the faith of robbers against the public, held up, 
against the duty of an officer in a public situation; and I 
am sure that, if you do not destroy this honour of conspi
rators and this faith of robbers, there will be no other 
honour and no otber fidelity among the servants in InElia. 

You see how they are bound to one another, and how 
tbey give their fidelity to keep the secrets of one another, 
to prevent the Directors having a true knowledge of their 
affairs. You Lordships will see, Mr. Larkins has adhered to 
the principle of secrecy; but you will see that AIr. Hastings 
had as many bribe factors as bribes. There was confidence 
to be reposed in eacb of them; and not one of these men 
appear to be in the confidence of another. You will see in 
this letter the policy, the frame, and the constitution, of this 
new exchequer. Mr. Crofts seems to have known things 
which Mr. Larkins did not; Mr. Larkins knew things which 
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Gungs Govind Sing did not; Gunga Govind Sing knew '1 MAY 1'189. 

things which none of the rest of the conspirators knew. It -
appears that Cantoo Baboo, who appears in this letter as a 
principal actor, was in a secret which Mr. Larkins did not 
know. It appears likewise that a Persian munshi was in a 
secret in which Cantoo Baboo was not; and it appears that 
there was Mr. Palmer in the secret of a transaction in which 
none of the rest were. This is the labyrinth of this prac-
tical painche or screw, that if you were to trace, suppose, 
something through Major Palmer, and it stopped there, you 
could not go further; for another transaction began with 
Can too Baboo. If you were able to penetrate into the dark 
recess of the black breast of Can too Baboo, it could not go 
further; for it began with Gunga Govind Sing. If you 
pierce the breast of Gunga Govind Sing, then it is a Persian 
munshi. If you go beyond this. you find Mr. Larkins knew 
something that the others did not; and at last you find 
Mr. Hastings did not put a confidence in either of them. 
You will see by this letter that he kept his accounts in all 
colours-black, white and mezzotinto; that he kept them in 
all languages-in Persian, in Bengali, and in such lan-
guage as I believe is neither Persian nor Bengali, nor any 
other language in the world, but it was the language that 
Mr. Hastings found proper to keep his accounts and to 
transact his business in. 

~o\V, I am to make good to your Lordships these propo
sitions, and to make some remarks, to see how far the 
memory. observation and knowledge; of the person referred 
to can supply the wants of Mr. Hastings. 

[These accounts come at last, though]* very late, from ~i~cttn • 
Mr. Larkins, who I will venture to say-let the banyas tn/i~tt':r. 
boast what they will-has skill, perhaps, equal to the best of 
them. However, he begins by explaining to you something 
concerning the present of the ten lacs. I wish your Lord-
ships always to take Mr. Hastings' word to it, where it can 
be had, or Mr. Larkins', who was the representative of and 
memory keeper to Mr. Hastings, and then I may, perhaps, 
take the liberty of making some observations upon it. 

"Extract of a letter from William Larkins, accountant general of 
Bengal, to the Chairman of the East India Company; dated 5th August 
1786:-

• Mr. Hastings retunled from Benares to Calcutta on the .5th 
February 1782: at that time I was wholly ignorant of the letter whIch 

• Sl1pplied from revised copy. 
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7 MAY 1789. on the 20th January, he wrote from Patna to the secret committee of the 
honourable court of Directors. The rough draft of this letter, in the 
handwriting of Major Palmer, is now in my possession. Soon after his 
arrival at the PresIdency, he requested me to form the account of his 
receipts and disbursements, which you will find journalized in the 280th 
and 307th pages of the honourable Company's general books of the 
years 1781-2. My official situation as accountant general had pre
viously convinced me that Mr. Hastings could not have made the 
issues, which were acknowledged as received from him by the accounts 
of 80me of the paymasters to the army, unless he had obtained 80me 
such supply as that which he afterwards, viz., on the 22d of May, 
1782, made known to me; when I immediately suggested to him the 
necessity of his transmitting that account which accompanied his letter 
of that date, till when, the promise contained in his letter of 20th 
January had entirely escaped his recollection.''''' 

Conc:~-m The first thing I would remark upon this-and I believe 
~~~L"r~ins your Lordships have rather gone before me in the remark
~~;~~ is, that Mr. Hastings came down to Calcutta on the 5th of 
th"emm,:::~~h February; that then, or a few days after, he calls his confi
=~t dential friend and faithful· secretary-not in office, for he 

trusted none of his regular secretaries with these transac
tions-he calls him to him to help him make out his accounts 
during his absence. You would imagine that at that time he 
trusted this man with account. No such thing. He goes 
on with the accountant general, accounting with him for 
money expended, without ever explaining to that account
ant general how that money came into his hands. Now 
you see the accountant making out the account and the 
person accounting. The accountant does not by any mmmer 
of means make an objection and 8ay-" Here you are 
giving me an account by which it appears that you have 
expended money, but you have not told me where you re
ceived it; how shall I make out a fair account of debtor 
and creditor between you and the Company ?" No such 
thing. There lies a suspicion in his breast that Mr. Hastings 
must have taken some money in some irregular way, or he 
could not have made those payments. Mr. Larkins begins 
to suspect him. "Where did you lose this bodkin?" said 
a lady upon a certain occasion. "Pray, madam, where did 
you find it ?" And Mr. Hastings, at the very moment of his 
life when he required confidence; even when making up his 
accounts with his accountant, never told him one word of 
the matter. You see he had no confidence in Mr. Larkins. 
This makes out one of the propositions I want to impress 
upon your Lordships' minds---:-tlJat no one man did he let into 

• Printed in the 'I Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1153. 
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any part of his transactions: a material circumstance, which '1 ~1789. 
will help to lead your Lordships' judgment in forming your 
opinion upon many parts of this cause. You see that 
:Mr. Larkins suspected him. Probably in consequence of 
those suspicions, or from some other cause, he at last told 
him, upon the 22d May, 1782-but why at that time rather 
than at any other time does not appear, and we shall 
find it very difficult to be accounted for-that he had 
received a bribe from the Nawab of Oude of lOO,OOOl. Subsequent 

He informs him of this on the 22d of May, which, when the ~';::::;t to 

accounts were making up, he conceals from him; and he =i~~ ~~e 
acquaints him with the rough draught of the letter to the ~o:,'~~~ 
court of Directoril, informing them that this was made, not ~d:b of 

by any known secretary of the. Company-not passing . 
through any interpreter of the Company-not passing 
through anyone official channel whatever-but through a 
gentleman much in his confidence, his military secretary; 
and, as receiving bribes and receiving letters concerning 
them, and carrying on correspondence relative to them, is a 
part of military duty, this military secretary had the rough 
draught of this letter. And then it rushes all at once upon 
Mr. Larkins, who had a memory ready to explode at Mr. ~. Has!'" 

Hastings' desire :-" Good God I" says he, "you have pro- ~;M:.nd. 
mised the Directors an account of this business." " U pon ~~m~ 
my word," says Mr. Larkins, "it had entirely escaped his t ~~~ 
recollection." Now lIr. Larkins knows Mr. Hastings'rectors. 
recollection; he knows what does and what does not escape 
him j for he says that, till that time, it had entirely escaped 
Mr. Hastings' recollection. Mr. Hastings had totally forgot 
the promise relative to the paltry sum of lOO,OOOl. which he 
had made to the court of Directors in the January before; 
he never once thought of it, no. not even when he was 
making up his accounts of that very identical sum, till the 
22d of May, and then Mr. Larkins put him in mind of his 
promise, which had entirely escaped his recollection. So 
that these persons answer for one another's bad memory; 
and you will see they have good reason. Here is Mr. Has-
tings' want of recollection in things of some moment. 
However lightly Mr. Hastings considere the sum of' lOO,OOOl. 
- which I dare say he does-considering the enormous sums 
he has received-he totally forgot it; he knew nothing 
about it. Only, observe what sort of memory has the 
register and accountant of such 8UJD8 as lOO,OOOl. In what 
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7Mu1189. confusion of millions must it be that Buch sums can be lost 
- to Mr. Hastings' recollection! However, he did recollect it, 

and he thought that it was necessary to give some account of 
:'is efforts it. Let us see who were his accountants. His memory was 
the~_ no accountant. One should be astonished that a man has 
stances. had 100,0001. in his hands and laid it out, as he pretends, in 

the public service, and has not a scrap of paper to show for 
it. No Major Palmer; no ordinary or extraordinary account 
of it. Well, what shall we do in such circumstances? 
Mr. Hastings had forgot the matter; he had dismissed it 
-as he uses the expression happily in the Cheltenham 
letter-from his memory. However, he calls back that 
dismissed servant into his memory, and desires it to enter 

re'r~randa into office again. But Mr. Hastings is ·at a loss, and he 
C'.::ttJ cannot; and, accordingly, he Sends for a person, whose name 
~~'!d' you have heard and will often hear of ...:..the faithful Cantoo 
a mnnshi. 'Baboo, This man comes to Mr. Larkins, and he reads him- . 

be so good as to remark the words-from a Bengal paper, the 
memorandum of the detached bribes. Your L<>rdships observe, 
I have stated a number of detached bribes and a great body 
of bribes: one the great corps d'armee j the other Hying, 
scouting, bodies, which were only to be collected togetller by 
a skilful man, knowing how to manage them and regulate 
the motions of those wild and disorderly troops. But the 
first paper-whose hands was it in ?-."my accountant's in 
England? No. In the hands of Mr. Crofts or any English
man? No; . in the hands of Cantoo Baboo. In what 
language? In Bengal language. When he came to apply 
to No.2, Cantoo Baboo failed He was not worth a farthing 
for any transaction that happened when Mr. Hastings was in 
the upper provinces, where he was his faithful and constant 
attendant through the whole: he could give no account of 
this. Mr. Hastings' munshi reads three lines from a paper 
to Mr. Larkins. Now it is no way insinuated that both the 
Bengal and Peman papers did not contain the account of 
other immense sums; and, indeed, by the reading only of 
three lines from one of the Persian papers, your Lordships 
will be able in your own minds to form some judgment upon 
this business. .Here are three persons carrying on the 
account-Mr. Larkins, an Englishman; Cantoo Baboo, a 
Gentu; and a Persian lDunshi, probably a Mohammedan. 
So all languages, all religions. aU descriptions of men, are to 
keep the account of these bribes. and to make out tbis 
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valuable account whicIr Mr. Larkins gave you. Now I shall 7 MA.Y 1789. 

read what he himself says:-
.. The particulars of the paper No. 1 were read to me from a Bengal 

paper by Mr. Hastings's banyan Cantoo Baboo; and, if I am not mis
taken, the three first lines of that No.2 were read over to me from a 
Persian paper by his moollshy. The translation of these particulars 
made by me was, as I verily believe, the first complete memorandum that 
he ever possessed of them in the English language; and I am confident 
that, if I had not suggested to him the necessity of his taking this 
precaution, he would, at this moment, have been unable to have 
afforded any such information concerning them."" 

Now, my Lords, if he had not got, at the intimation ofNoothe; 
M L k· . f . h accounts r. ar IDS, some scraps 0 paper, Wlt out any ever occur- preserved of 
ring to his own mind and his own recollection, your Lord- ~:er:~~~ys 
ships might have at this day wanted that valuable informa-
tion which Mr; Larkins has laid before you-that he had no 
account of them at all in the English language. Have any 
of them a complete account in the Bengal language? No: 
some are in the Bengal language, others in the Persian: and 
Mr. Larkins says this was the first complete-account, do you 
imagine?-no, the first complete memorandum. You would 
have imagined that Mr. Hastings had notched down, some-
where or other, in shorthand, in Persian characters-short, 
without vowels-or in some other way, memorandums; but 
he had not even a memorandum of this business, and, con
sequently, when he was at Chel~nham, and here at your 
bar, he could never have had any account of a sum of 
200,000/., but by this account of Mr. Larkins, taken ·as 
people read them from detached pieces of paper. 

This is the mode of Mr. Hastings' accounting in this new 
exchequer. First, Mr. Hastings has no memory of it. Mr. 
Larkins reminds him of something of it, and he was obliged 
to a Persian munshi to come and read him some memorandum, 
or he might to this day have known nothing of the matter. 
One should have expected that Mr. Larkins that day, being 
warned and cautioned by the strange memory Of Mr. Hast
ings, and the danger in which he might be if left in such a 
situation, would at last have been very cautions. No such 
thing. I will show ,your Lordships how Mr. Larkins comes 
to be able to furnish this by his own acco11nt-

.. But as neither of the other sums" (meaning the sums I mentioned) 
"passed through his hands, [these contained DO such specification, and, 

• Extract of Mr. Lal'kins' letter of the 5th of August, 1786, referred to above. ............. .' 
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7 MAY ~789. consequently, could not enable him to avoid-the information with which 
-. he has requested me to furnish you; and it is more than probable that, 

if the affidavit which I took on the 16th of December, 1782, had not 
exposed my character to the suspicion of my being capable -of commit
ting one of the basest trespasses upon the confidence of mankind, I 
should, at this distance of time, have been equally unable to have com
plied with his request; but, after I became acquainted with the insinua.
tion suggested in the eleventh report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, I thought it but too probable that, unless I were 
possessed of the original memorandums which I had made of these 
transactions, at the time when I became acquainted with them, I might 
at some distant period be unable, that I had not descended to commit 
so base an action; lhave, therefore, always most carefully preserved 
every paper which I possessed] regarding these transactions."* 

Account You see that Mr. Hastings had no memorandums; you 
~~:~~: ~f see that, after Mr. Larkins had made his memorandums of 
~r&'~ug~. them, he had no design of guarding or keeping them; 

and you will commend those wicked and malicious com
mittees who, by their reports, have told an accountant 
general and first public officer that it was necessary, to 
guard his character from their suspicions, tbat he should keep 
some paper Or other of an account. We have heard of the 
base, wicked and mercenary, licence. that has been used by 
these gentlemen of India towards the House of Commons
that licence by which they have attempted, through the very 
means by which the people ought to be informed, to buy 
them into darkne~s and delusion. These means they have 
used to libel and traduce the diligence of the House of Com
mons and the fidelity of their actions; when the accountant 
general declares that, if they had not suspected him of 
perjury. he never might have had that account at all to 
present to them. 

Here is an account which first Mr. Hastings knows 
nothing of-which his different secretaries might never have 
given an account of-which Mr. Hastings never kept him~ 
self-and of which Mr. Larkins tells you that, if it had not 
been that the House of Commons expressed, as they ought 
to express, much diffidence and distrust respecting that 
transaction, at this very day that man would not have had 
a scrap of paper to have given to you. He would have 
turned them to the basest and most infamous of uses, if 
we had not saved these valuable fragments by suspecting 
his integrity. Your Lordships see, sU!:1picion is of some use; 

• Extract from Mr. Larkins' letter, referred to above. 
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and I hope the w~rld will learn th~t punishment will be of 7 ~1789. 
use too in preventmg these transactions. . -. 

Now your Lordships see what this policy is. You see ~pituJa.. 
k h· f h . Y bon. no two persons new any t mg 0 t ese transactlons. ou 

sce that complete memorandums of transactions of very 
grcat moment, and some of them that had passed in the year 
1779, were not even 80 much as put in the shape of complete 
memoranduml!l until AIay, 1782. You see that Mr. Hastings 
would never have kept them; that there is no reason to 
imagine that a. black banya. and a Persian munshi would 
have been careful of what Mr. Hastings himself was not 
careful, al!l he did not seem to stimulate his accountants 
to a vast deal of exactnesl!l and a vast deal of fidelity. You 
see that Mr. Larkins, our last, our only, hope, if he had not 
been sUl!lpected by the House of CommoDs, probably would 
never have kept these papers. You could not have had 
cven this valuable cargo, such as it is, if it had not been for 
the circumstance Mr. Larkins thinks proper to mention. 
'Ve shall go on a little with Mr. Larkins. The first papers 
that were read to him, and from whence he took his notes, 
were papers of Can too Baboo. They were detached papers, 
amounting in the whole, with the kahuliyat or agreement, 
to about 95,OOOl., of which it appears that there was 
received by)Ir. Crofts 55,OOOl., and no more. Now, will 
your Lordships be so good as to let it rest in your memory 
what sort of an exchequer this is, even with regard to its 
rcceipf:$-for we have given a. specimen of its accounts
if:$ vouchers, checks, and counter checKs. Your Lordships 
observe, the accounts are kept in a manner that there is 
no describing, and the checks and counter checks, instead 
of bcing put upon one another to prevent abuse, are put 
upon cach other to prevent discovery and to fortify abuse. 
'Vhen you hear that one has an account of expenditure; 
another of control, you say that office is well constituted. 
But here is an office constituted by different persons, without 
the smallest connection with each other; for the only purpose 
which they have ever answered is the purpose of base con-
cealment. . 

As your Lordships have seen the economy and constitu- Deficiencyof 

tion of this office, now see the receipt. In the month of =J;,~n a 
May, 1782, out of the sums beginning to be received in the trin~s'fN: 
month of Shawal, that is in July, 1779, your Lordships 
know that there was, during that period of time, 40!OOOl. out 
of 95,OOOl. sunk somewhere, in some of the turnmgs over 
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't MAY 1789. upon the gridiron, through some of those agents and pand-
- ers of corruption which Mr. Hastings uses. Here, in the 

valuable revenue of the Company which is to supply them 
in their exigencies, which is to come from sources which 
otherwise never would have yielded it, which, though small 
in proportion to the other revenue, yet is a diamond-some
thing that by itS value makes amends for it.s want of bulk
here is a loss of 40,0001. Any man, though he has no more 
sense than Mr. Hastings has, who wants all the faculties of the 
human mind--who has neither memory, judgment, nor any 
thing else-even a man pretending to be that poor half
idiot creature that Mr. Hastings pretends himself to be, 
would not engage in a dealing that. was to extort 95,0001., 
upon an agreement with somebody or other which was not 
worth more than 55,0001. Here is a system made for fraud 
and producing all the effects of it. Upon the face of this 
account, the agreement was to yield to Mr. Hastings, some 
way or other, to be paid to Mr. Crofts, 95,0001., and he was 
40,0001. deficient. What is become of it? Is it in the 
hands of his wicked bribe brokers or in his own hands? 
Is it in arrear? Do you know any thing about it? Whom 
are you to apply to for your information? 'Vhy to G. G. S. 
G. G. S. I find to be indeed, what I suspected him to be, a. 
person that I have mentioned frequently to your Lordships, 
and that you will often hear of, commonly called Gunga 
Govind Sing-in one short word, the wickedcst of the whole 
race of banyas: the consolidated wickedness of tIle whole 
body is to be found in this man. 

Yon would imagine that, upon some explanation of these 
sums, you would have heard that there was an agreement 
made on the part of Mr. Hastings, through Gung:\ Govind 
Sing, with somebody or other, for the first sum which is 8aid 
to be transacted by Gunga Govind Sing, amounting on the 
kabuliyat to four lacs, Rnd of which no more than two lacs 
had been received j that is to say, half of it 8unk. We ha,·e. 
this memorandum only:-

" Although Mr. Hastings waa extremely dissatisfied with the excuses 
Gunga Govind Sing assigned for not paying Mr. Crofts [the sums stated 
by the paper No.1 to be in his charge, he never could obtain from him 
any further] payments on that account."'" 

• Ex.tract from Mr. Larkins' letter of the 5th August, referred to above. 
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Mr. Hastings is exceedingly dissatisfied with those excuses, 7 MAY 17S9. 

and there is the whole account of the transaction. He gave Mr. Hast-· 

him half, and he was 80 exceedingly dissatisfied that he did ~;'~~duct 
not give him the other half that you would have imagined ~U.l~~s' 
a breach would have immediately ensued between them; vm mg. 

for it appear&! that, by this account-for that is the only 
thing he has said of Gunga Govind Sing-he does not state 
how he came to be employed, and for what he was employed. 
)Jut YOll are to be told that Mr. Hastings was exceedingly 
dissatisfied with Gunga Govind Sing fo1' not paying him the 
money that he ought to have paid, especially as it appears 
by .the transaction that he had received 10,0001. of the 
money which he did not account for, and pretended an arrear 
of tIle rest, as far as we can make our way through this 
darkness. SI) here Mr. Hastings' bribe agent admits that he 
had received 10,OOOl. He will not account for it. He pre-
tends there is an arrear of another 10,0001.; and by that 
means he is enabled to take from somebody at Dinagepore, 
by a kahuliyat. 40,0001., of which Mr. Hastings can get 
but 20,000/. There is cent. per cent. loss upon it. He is 
angry with Gunga Govind Sing. 

I shall not anticipate what some of my honourable friends 
will bring before your Lordships upon this commission; but 
I tell you that, so far from quarrelling with Gunga Govind 
Sing or being angry with him, it is a little pettish Jove 
qualTel with Gunga Govind Sing: amantium irm amol'is 
integratio cst: for Gunga Govind Sing, without paying him 
one shilling of this money, attended him to the Ganges; and 
one of the last acts of Mr. Hastings' government was to 
represent this man, who was unfaithful even to fraud-who 
did not keep the common faith of thieves and robbers-this Recom. 

very man he 'recommends to the Company as a person who ::~~'Im 
ought to be rewarded as one of their best· and most faithful 
lIervants. After this transaction and after this fraud, how 
does he recommend him to be rewarded? By giving him 
the estate of"another person; the way in which Mr. Hastings 
desires to he always rewarded himself. Xfterwards he calls 
upon the Company's justice to give him some money for 
expenses which he never charged to them; he desires them to 
assign him the money upon some person of the country. So 
here Mr. HastinlJ's, after this, recommends him, not only to 
trust, confidence I:>and employment, which he docs very fully, 
but to a reward taken out of the substance of other people. 
This is what lIr. Hastings has done 'Y'ith Gnnga Govind 
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, MAY 1189. Sing; and, if such arc the effects of his anger, what must be 
Infe;:;;;;;'e of the effects of his pleasure and satisfaction? I say that Mr. 
coUuslOn. Hastings could not have so recommended him after t.his 

known fraud, in one business only of 20,OOOl.-he could not 
so have. supported him-he could not so have caressed him
he could not so have employed him, being in fact one of the 
last men he saw in India-he could not have done this, 
unles3. he had paid to Mr. Hastings privately that sum of 
money which never was brought i11to any even of these mi
serable accounts; unless 11e paid him that money, without 
which he neither ought or was to be satisfied; or had some 
honourable secret to tell of him on account of which Mr. Hast
ings did not dare to provoke him to give a just account of 
the matter; or unless the agreement between them originally 
was for half or It third of this to go to Gunga Govind Sing. 

This is the patriotic scheme of bribery-the public
spirited corruption-which Mr. Hastings uses upon this 
occasion, by which he thinks, out of the vices of mankind, to 
draw a better revenue than out of any legal source whatever; 
and, therefore, he has resolved to become the most corrupt of 
all Governors General, in order to be the most useful ser
vant to the finances of the Company. So much as to the 
first article of Dinagepore peshcush. All you have is, that 
G. G. S. is Gunga Govind Sing; that he has cheated the 
public of half of it; that Mr. Hastings was angry with him, 
and yet went away'from Bengal rewarding, praising and 
caressing, him. Let these things pass? They cannot pass 
with your Lordships' sagacity. I will venture to say that no 
court, even of pie-poudre, could help finding him guilty upon 
such a matter, if such a court had to inquire into it. 

40,0001. due The next article is Patna. Here he was to receive 
::.r:h~f:~;: 40,000/. too; but. from whom, this deponent sayeth not. 
it received. This l\fr. Larkins, who is a famous deponent, never hints 

once. You may look through the whole letter-it is a pretty 
long one. I will save your Lordships the trouble of hearing 
it now, because you will have it before you when you come 
to the Patna business. You will find somebody engaged 
with him for 40,0001., and which was but half received. 
You want an explanation of this. You see the kind of 
explanation you have of Gunga Govind Sing, which is 
It conjectural explanation of G. G. S. But, when you 
come to that-who that person was-why itrwas not paid
what the cause of failure was-you do not know; you only 
learn that there was that sum deficient, and Mr. Larkins, 
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who is our last resort and final hope of light into this trans- 1 MAY 1189. 

action, gives not the smallest glimpse of light upon it through -
the whole business. We, in the House of Commons, have 
been reduced to form proper, legitimate, conjectures upon this 
business, and those conjectures have led us to further evi-
dence, which will enable us to fix one of the most scandalous 
and most mischievous bribes upon Mr. Hastings, from the 
circumstances of it, that were ever known. But here you 
see nothing but concealment of it; for, if he took 40,000l. 
from the Company's servants, here is another failure of half 
the money. 

Oh, my Lords, you will find that that failure was bought 
with the loss of one of the best revenues in India, and with . 
the grievous distress of a country that deserved well your 
protection, instead of being robbed to give 20,0001. to the 
Company, and another 20,000/. to some robber or other, black 
or white. When I say given to some other robber, black N

h
,? frbietnd. 

h· I d h h' f' d hi S lP e ween or w lte, 0 not suppose t at t ere IS any flen s p, gene- black D!en 
1'osity or communion, between white men and black. No: and white. 

their colours are not more adverse than their characters and 
tcmper:l!. There is not that idem velie et idem nolle; there 
are not the same habits of life: even the common binding of 
the most ordinary society) mutual motives, does not exist 
between them. It is a. money dealing, and money dealing 
only exists among them;· and when you hear that a black 
man is favoured, and that a pretence is made, and that 20,0001. 
is left in his hands, do not believe it-you cannot believe it ; 
for we will bring evidence to show that friendship between 
these people is nothing; that, when they give money to a 
white man, it is a bribe, and when to a black man, he is a 
sharer in those infamous profits. 

We find somebody else anonymous with 20,0001. more in The differ. 

h· h d d h . d' h h . ence lost by IS an s; an w en we come to Iscover W 0 t e man IS, dealings 

and what the balances of the Company were, you will find r!g~iHtast
that this 20,0001. was bought at such a compound interest USUrl

t
'OU8 

d · b' Th '1 agens. us was never attempte In any argam. e most VlO ent, 
griping, usurer, in dealing with the most extravagant heir, 
never made such a bargain as Mr. Hastings has made for 
the Company by this bribe. Therefore it could be nothing 
but fraud that could have got him to have undertaken such 
a revenue. That shows you that it is a pretence to cover 
fraud, and not a weak attempt at raising a revenue; and 
that he was not that idiot that he represents himself to be, 
forgetting all his duty, all his offices, his own affairs and the 
public affairs; that· he does not forget to make a bargain, to 
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7 MAY 1789. get money; but when the money is to be recovered, as he 
- says, for the Company, he forgets to recover it: so that the 

accuracy by which he begins a bribe, and the carelessness with 
which he ends it, acribus initiis et soporosa fine, are things 
that characterise, not weaklless and stupidity, but fraud. 

~~e~~~ The next we proceed to is Nuddea. Here have we more 
d.... light? Does Mr. Larkins anywhere tell you anything about 

N uddea ? No; it appears as if it had been paid up; that 
the kabuliyat and payment answer and tally; but, when we 
come to examine evidence upon these parts, you will see 
most abundant reasons to be assured that there is much more 
concealed under this-that it is an account CUlTent and not 
an account closed, and that it is for some other and greater 

~:.~"tg; sum than appears. Who has received it 1 Who is to answer 
Di i~ectorst. for it 1 Suppose the Company were to inquire of Mr. Hast-
nmves,·. N h h ld k .. all h gating t~ese mgs. ot t at t ey wou ma e any mqlllry at ; t ey 

transactions. are not the kind of people. You would imagine that a mer-
cantile body would have some of the mercantile excellencies, 
and even you would allow them, perhaps, some of the mercan
tile faults; but they never inquired into thcm. They have, 
like Mr. Hastings, forgotten totally the mercantile character, 
and, accordingly, neither accuracy of account nor fidelity of' 
account do they ever require of Mr. Hastings. They have 
too much confidence in him, and acoordingly he acts like a 
man in whom such confidence without reason is reposed. 

1:eceiNed d But, to ask-whom did he get it from? Was it an act of 
1l1~L un· friendship and generosity fl'om these people of the country? 

No: we shall find out and prove from whom he got it; at 
least, we shall produce such a conjecture upon it as your 
Lordships will think us bound to do, when we have such an 
account before us. Here there is no deficiency. But, when 
we look into this account, we find skulking in a corner a per
son called N undulol; from him there are 58,000 rupees. 
Referring back to May, we see this little child in a corDer. 

~~':,Tt:t~r of You will find that he who appears to have paid up this money, 
. nnd which Mr. Hastings spent as he pleased in his journey to 

Benares, this man hRd a trust in him ; that he is the wickedest 
of men next to those I have mentioned-always giving the 
first rank to Gunga Govind Sing, the second to Deby Sing, 
the third to Cantoo Baboo. This man is fit to be one next 
on It par with them. They are primi inter pares; rather 
like a person that has a lead in the same rank than any 

Mr.L ... klns· difference in them. And Mr. Larkins, when he comes to. 
accounts. explain this, "I believe it is for a part of the Dinagepore 

peshcush, which would reduce it to about 5,000/.,.. but he 
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does not pretend to know what it is given for. He gives 7 Mum. 
several guesses at it j "but, as I do not know, I shall not pre- -
tend to give more than my conjecture upon it." He is in the 
right; because we shall prove he never did have anything 
to do with the Dinagepore peshcush. These are very ex
traordinary proceedings. It is my business simply to state 
them to your Lor<bhips now. We will give them in after-
wards in proof, to let them be confirmed and fortified by 
fUlther observat.ions; and, lastly, submit to your Lordships' 
judgment the whole of this treacherous mode of accounting. 

One of the objects of this account is to illustrate these 
bonds. He says, the two first stated sums, namely Dinage
pore aud Patna, in the paper marked No.1, I suppose-for 
he seems to explain it to be such-are sums for which Mr. 
Hastings took two bonds, viz.,-

"No. 1539, dated 1st October, 1780, and No. 1540, dated 2nd Octo
ber, 1780, each for the Bum of current rupees 1,16,000, or siccas one lack, 
were granted. The remainder of that amount was carried to the credit 
of the head of Fou,. per Cent. Remittance Loan; Mr. Hastings having 
taken a bond, No. 89, which has been since completely liquidated con
fonnably to the terms of that loan ... • 

The -first thing that I have to remark in this sentence is, 
the most extraordinary instance of fraudulent accuracy, or 
shameful official inaccuracy, that ever I discovered in any 
paper I have seen. The first sums are asserted to be paid FaIse.tate
to Mr. Crofts on the 18th and 19th of Asin, 1187. The :!}e:~=~ 
month of Asin corresponds with the month of September 
and part of October, and not with November; and it is the 
more extraordinary that Mr. Larkins should mistake this, 
because he is in an office which requires monthly payments, 
and consequently great monthly exactness, and a continual 
transfer from one month to another. We cannot suppose 
that any accountant in England, of any name or character, 
can be more accurate in his accounts of the months than 
Mr. Larkins can be of the comparative state of a Bengal 
aUlI an English month. Mr. Larkins has thought proper to 
tell you that they were received in November. The thing 
answers perfectly well with another state of the transaction 
given by Mr. Hustings, namely, the time of his taking the 
bonds heing the lst and 2nd of October; and, therefore, Mr. 
Larkins is totally mistaken, who has thought proper to say 

• Mr. Larkins'letter of the 5th August, paragraph 9. 

VOL. n. N 
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7 MAY 17S9. t.hat t.hey were in the month of November. First, here is a 
- gross inaccuracy. If you have a poet-if you have a politi

cian-a moralibt~inaccurate, these are things where the 
shallow bounds of things do not perhaps admit of accuracy; 
but what is an inaccurate accountant good for? "Silly man 
thnt dost- not know thy own silly trade I" The trade is not 
silly. Yon do not pra.ise an accounta.nt for being accurate, 
because you have thousands of them, but you blame a public 
n.ccountant who is guilty of n gross inaccuracy. Well then, 
what end could his being inaccurate answer? Why not 
name October as well as November? I know no reason for 
it, but here is certainly a gross mistake: I believe, from the 
nature of the thing, not merely a mismke. But, suppose he 
did put November by mistake instead of October-take it 
that it is a mistake and to have nothing of fraud but mere 
carelessness, which in a man valued by 1\1r. Hastings for 
being very punctilious Ilnd accurate is extraordinary-we 
find that this bond was taken in the month of Shawal, 1186, 
or 1779, but the receipt is said to be in ABin, 1780; that 
is to say, there WIlS a year and about three months between 
tbe collcction and the receipt; and, during all that period of 

The slim time, an enormous Bum of' money had lain in the hands of 
~~~~'b~~~ Gunga Govind Sing, to be employed when 1\1r. Hastings 
~ovi."d should think fit. He employed it, he says, for the Mahratta 
lt~~~d:. expedition.:He began that letter on the 29th of November, 

by telling you that the bribe would not have been taken 
from Clleyt Sing, if it was not by the instigation of the 
exigence to supply mouey, lawful or unlawful. But here 
was no exigency for it before the Berar army came uppn the 
borders of the country-that army which he invited by his 
careless conduct to the Raja of Bel'ar, and which he was 
obliged to buy off by a Bum of money. This must have 
been before he had any occasion for it; and you find a 
fund lay in Gunga Govind Sing's hands. He then applies 
to it a part of a fund that 'he must have taken without any 
,-jew whatever to the Company's interest. It is the more 
extraordinary because, though I find here the times of the 
receipt, I have not the date of tlle agreement when it was 
made. I find the first receipt to be some time in the year 
1779. It was but a year before, so far from the Company 
bein'" in distress, he declared he should ha~e, at very near 
the period when this bribe became payable, a large sumo I 
cannot certainly tell when theOagreement was made, yet I 
shall lay open something very extraordinary upon that, and 
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will lead you step by step to the bloody scenes of Deby 'T MAY 1789. 

Sing. When Mr. Hastings was can-ying on these accounts, -
he was carrying thcm on without any reference to the object 
to which he applied them. It was an old premeditated pay-
ment. It conld not be paid for an exigency, because it was 
to be paid by instalments. Look at the next, that was like-
wise paid in knbuliyats. He had no momentary exigency 
to supply with a sum of rooney, but it was paid regularly, 
perio? by period, as a constant uniform income, to Mr. 
Hastmgs. 

You nnd N uddea the same. You nnd Mr. Hastings nrst Bonds taken 

leaving this sum of money for a year and three months in :::~;:':br. 
the hands of Gunga Govind Sing j then, by an exigency ~~~ !"fr
pressing him, by the Mahrattas suddenly invading Bengal, his own. 

when obliged to refer to his bribe fund, he nnds that fund 
empty J and he takes a bond for two thirds of his own 
mond and one third of the Company's. Now, what I ThemoneYd 

• represente 
state before, Mr. Larkins proves of one of these accounts by Mr.J,a,r-

h h k · h h f J L' h' b'b kin. as two t at e too , 1D t e mont 0 anuary, lOr t IS rl e thil'd. the 

money, which, according to the principles he lays down, ~~dE~~Y'S 
was the Company's money, he took for that three bonds, ~irt.Mr; 
as for money advanced from his own cash. Here, instead as mgs. 

of having it all for his own, as it should appear to be in 
the month of January when he took the bonds, or two 
thirds hi. own and one third the Company's, as he said 
in his letter of the 29th of November-it now turns out, by 
Mr. Larkins' account, paragraph ninth, which I wish to 
mark to your Lordships, that it was two thirds the Com-
l)any'. money and one third his own; and yet it is all The whole 

confounded under bonds, as if the money had· been his own. ~::U~:i~d
What can you say to this heroic sharper disguised under the ~~g~ 
name of a patriot, when you find him to be nothing but a . 
downright chent-under the Company's name taking their 
own securities to him for the debts which he owed them; 
afterwards, entering upon that account a false account of 
them j contradicting that by another account? and God 
know. whether the third is true or false! These are not 
things that I am to make out by any conclusion of mine; 
here they are made out by himself and Mr. Larkins. Com-
pa.re it with his letter of the 27th, you find a gross fraud 
covered by a direct falsehood. 

Then he goes to Cheyt SiJlg's bribes. He has done there 
with the bonds; he now comes to the other species of 
Mr. Hastings' lraud-for there is a great variety in him. 

N2 
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7 MAY 1789. There was the fraud of his deposits. When he deposits 
His fraud ... money which he said was the Company's, and which he 
~i:!:.depo- received in fact as bribes, he demands them-for the Com':' 

pany?-no; for himself; and here is the account Mr. Larkins 
gi yes. He was not in the secret of this money originally; 
he came to the knowledge of the bond money through 
Gunga Goviud Sing and through Cautoo Baboo. The other 
he was a confidant of himself; it was carried to him, aud the 
accouut he gives of it I will state to your Lordships. I 

Substitution forgot to mention that, besides these two bonds which 
i!n7T!her Mr. Hastings declared to be the Company's and one bond 
:~ or his his own, he slipped into the place of the bond of his own a 

much better, namely, a bond of November, which he never 
mentioned to the Company till the 22nd of May; and this 
bond for current rupees 1,74,000, or sicca rupees 1,50,000, 
was taken for the payment stated in the paper No.1 to have 
been made to Mr. Crofts on the 11th Aghan, 1187, which 
corresponds with the 23rd of November, 1780. This is the 
Nuddea money, and this is all that yon know of it. You 
know that this money, for which he had taken this other 
bond from the Company, was not his own neither, but bribes 
taken from the other provinces. 

I am ashamed to be troublesome to your Lordships in this 
dry affair, but the detection of fraud requires a good deal of 
patience and assiduity, and we cannot wander into any thing 
that can relieve tbe mind: if it was in my power to do it I 
would do it. I wish to call your Lordships' attention to the 
economy of this other bribe, before I quit these bonds. 
There i.s always something; glean never so much from para-

Omission of graphs of 1\Ir. Hastings and Mr. L.vkins. You will find 
entry or the th' fi' h fra ds li bonds in the ere IS some con ~Ion; t e u are so comp cate, so 
accoUDts. intricate, he could not bring them to account. &ys lIIr. Lar-

kins,-" they were received before the 1st and 2nd of October. 
and paid." Why does not the running treasury account give 
an account of it? The committee examined whether the 
running treasury account had any such account of sums 
deposited. No such thing. They were said by Mr. Hastings 
to be deposited in June; they were not deposited in October, 
nor any account of them till the January following. "These 
bonds," says he, "I could not enter 8S re",lJ'Ular money, to 
be entered on the Company's account, or in any public way, 
until I had· had an order of the Governor General and 
Council" "But why had not you an order of the Governor 
General and Council ? We are not calling on you, Mr. Lar-
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kins, for an account of your· conduct; we are calling upon 7 MAY 1789. 

Mr. Hastings for an account of his conduct, and which he 
refers to you to explain. Why did not Mr. Hastings order 
you to carry them to the public account?" "Because," 
says he, " there was no other way." 

Everyone who knows any thing of any treasury or 
banking place knows, that if any person brings them money 
as belonging to the public, they are bound, no doubt, to 
receive it and enter it as such. "But," says he, "I could 11,0t 

do it until the account could be settled and a fair debtor and 
creditor struck. I could not do it till I could put on one side 
Durbar charges, secret service, to such an amount, and balance 
that again with bonds to Mr. Hastings." That is, he could 
not make an entry regularly in the Company's books, until 
Mr. Hastings enabled him to commit one of the grossest 

"frauds and violations of a public trust that ever was done; 
that is, by ordering that money of the Company's to be 
considered as his own, and taking a security for it from 
the Company as if it was his own. Your Lordships will 
consider both the person who employs such a fraudulent 
man and his ideas of his duty in his office. But now we 
come to the deposit. 

.. The third sum contained in Mr. Hastings' account, for which the 
bond No. 1354, dated 23d November, 1780, for current rupees 1,74,000, 
or sicco.s 1,50,000 was granted, was for the payment stated in the 
llsper No.1. to have been made to Mr. Croftes on 11th Augun, 1187, 
which corresponds with 23rd November, 1780. The fourth sum stated 
in Mr. Hastings' account was the produce of sundry- payments made to 
me by Sadamund, Cheyte Sing's buxey, who either brought or sent the 
~old mohurs to my house, from whence they were taken by me to 
Mr. Crofies, either on the same night or early in the monling after. 
They were made at different times, and I well remember that the same 
people neyer came twice. On 21st June, 1780, Mr. Hastings sent for 
me and desired that I would take charge of a present that had been 
offered to him by Cheyte Sing's buxey, under the plea of atoning for the 
opposition which he had made towards the payment of the extra subsidy 
for defraying part of the expenses of the war, but really in the hope of 
inducing Mr. Hastings to give up that claim, with which view the 
present had first been offered. Mr. Hastings declared that, although he 
would not take this for his own use, he would apply it to that of the 
Company, in removing Mr. Francis's objections to the want of a fund for 
defraying the extra expenses of Colonel Camac's detachment. On my 
return to the office, I wrote the substance of what Mr. Hastings had 
laid to me, and requested Mr. James Miller, my deputy, to seal it up 
with his own seal, and write upon it that he had then done so at my 
request. He was no further infonned ot my motive for this, than merely 
that it contained the substance of a conversation which had passed 
between me and another gentleman, which, in case that conversation 
should hereafter become tbe subject of inquiry, I wished to be able to 
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7 MAY 1789. adduce the memorandum then made of it in corroboration of my own 
- testimony; and although that raper has remained unopened ·to this 

hour, and notwithstanding that kept no memorandum whatever of the 
substance thereof, yet, as I have wrote this representation under the most 
scrupulous adherence to what I conceive to be truth, should it ever 
become necessary to refer to this paper, I am confident it will not he 
found to dj.lfer materially from the substance of this representation."· 

Cheyt Sing's Now what is the substance of this representation 1 The 
~~~~?fcon_ substance of this representation is, that here was a bribe 
vd~~ed bY

t 
from Cheyt Sing; and which was guarded with such scrup-

.ueren I· h' . d h h f ~rsons to U ous accuracy t at It was not carrIe to t e ouse 0 
r.LarkinS· Mr. Crofts, who was to receive it finally, but to the house 

of Mr. Larkins, as a less suspected place; and then, as it 
was conveyed in various sums, no two people ever returned 
twice with the various payments that made up the sum of 
23,0001., or thereabouts. Now do you want an account of 
prevarication P-do you want an account of tricks P If any 
person came to .inquire whether 23,0001. had been paid by 
Cheyt Sing to Mr. Hastings, there was not anyone mlln 
living or any persQn.iloncerned in the transaction, except 
Mr. Larkins who received it, that could give an account of 
how much he received and who brought it. As no two 
people are confidants to the same transaction in accounts, so 
no two people arc permi.tted to have IIny share whatever in 
bringing the. several fragments that make the same sum. 
This you would have imagined, too, would have been 
entered to some public account, even to the fraudulent 
account of Mr. Hastings. No sllch thing. It WIlS never 

Tho trnnsac- entered till the November following. It was not entered 
~~,sc';l'~:"m till Mr. Francis was gone away: and all these corrupt 
~r.,Hit- tl'ansactions were carried on privately by Mr. Hastings 
~::u~~. - alone, without any signification to his ~olleagues of his car-

rying on this patriotic traffic, as he called it. These are 
matters for your Lord~hips' grave determination; but I 
appeal to you whether, upon the fitce of these accounts, you 
ever saw anything so gross-that any man could be daring 
enough to impose upon the credulity of the weakest of man
kind, much more to impose upon such a court as this, such 
accounts as these are? 

Im!lossibi- If the Company had a. mind to inquire what is become 
~\~g 'th!:'~~r- of all these debts ?-where is the kabuliyat ?-he calls 
:f~: ~~Pt'l,':; Gunga Govind Sing. " Give llS an account of this balance 
deficiencies. ________________________ _ 

... Extract &om l\fr. Larkins' letter of the 6th August, referred to above, 
paragraphs 10-13. 



Speech of 11[,-, Burke. 199 

that remains in your hand." "I know of no balance." 7 MAl: 1789. 

" 'Vhy, there is a kabuliyat." "'Vhere is it? 'Vhat are 
the date nnd the circumstances? There is no such kabuliyat 
existing." Thill is even where you have a name. But sup-
pose you went to the Patna kabuliyat, and asked upon this 
account-" Here I find half the money due. Out of 
40,000l. there is only twenty received; give me an account 
of it." Give whom an account of it? Why, here is no 
name mentioned. 'Vho is to account for it? 'Vho has the 
kabuliyat? Whom can you call upon? Mr. Hastings does 
not remember. Mr. Larkins does not tell. And suppose 
the Company had a mind to inquire what is become of' all 
this Patna money-" give us those two lacs that are wanting;" 
they know nothing about it. Here is an account kept by 
somebody which they know nothing about; and can your 
Lordships believe that tbis cau be any other than a sys
tematical. deliberate, fraud. grossly conducted? I will not 
allow Mr. Hastings to be the man he represents hitDself to 
be. He used to be supposed a man of parts; I suppose no 
more than that he is a man of mere common sense. 'Vhat 
account have you given the Company of this loss of 20,0001. ? 
You refer them to Mr Larkins. Mr. Larkins cannot tell 
them. You find an agreement: in whose hands is it? 
What application can you make for it? In what court can 
a suit be instituted? and against whom? Not one word. 
I wish your Lordships to examine strictly this account of 
Mr. Larkins-·to examine strictly every part of what was 
said relative to this. Compare the accounts with the expla-
nation, and see if you can divine what remedy c:m be had 
for 40,0001. loss out of 95,0001. 

Jf the Comp.·my had a disposition, and were honest 
enough to the Proprietors and the nation, to inq nire into 
it, there is not a hint given who received the Nuddea-who 
rcceived the Patna-who received the Dinageporc, peshcush. 
Not one word of this is to be given; and this is to be called 
bookkecping I These two people are to be magnified to
he:1Vcn for great financiers, and this is the account they have 
given of all these detached matters of 95,000Z., with a loss 
of 40,000/., without any 3.ccount of the persons from ",hom 
the balance is due or anyone cU'cumstance concerning it I 

This is the Bengal account, Bayed 80 miraculously on the The Persian 

22nd of May. The next is the Persian account. You have acoouut. 

heard of a present which was stated before amI must be a 
good deal explained. From a Persian paper were read three 
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7 MAy 1'189. lines, and only three lines, which it is not pretended was the 
~ whole of it,-
":Om the •• From the Nabob,"-meaning the Nawab of Oude-" to the Governor 
~~d~J General, six lacks, 60,0001. From H1JS8ein Reza Khan and Hyder Beg 
Hussi,!, Khan to ditto, three lacks, 30,0001., and ditto to Mrs. Hastings, ODe lack, 
Reza Khan 10 0001 .. 
$0 Mr.Has~ ,.. • • 
inga. Here are three lines that were read from tbIs PersIan paper. 
t:"H~~ Is it a man yon can call to account for these particulars? 
inga. No: he is an anonymous munshi: his name not so much 

as mentioned by :Mr. Larkins; never hinted at by Mr. Hast
ings. And you find this sum, which Mr. Hastings says was a 
sum in gross given to himself, is not so. It was given by three 
persons; a part of it, six lacs, given from the Nawab to the 
Governor; from Hussim ReZl\ Khan three more; and one lac, 
from both of these, clubbing, as a present t~ Mrs. Hastings. 

This is the first discovery we have of any person con
cerned in receiving presents for the Governor, except 
Gunga Govind Sing, Cantoo Bahoo, Mr. Crofts and others : 
but now we find Mrs. Hastings. Now, if this money was 

Assertion not received for the Company, is it proper and right to take 
k~t~;' it from ?lfr;!. Hastings? Is there honour andjustiee in taliog 
P""r-'':::::' from a lady a gmtuitous present made to her? Yet Mr. Has
:gE e:,m. tings 8ays he has applied it all to the Company's sen-ice. 
~.;:tSIlCJ'o He has done very ill if she has justly and properly received 

it: if she has not, Mr. Hastings has not done proper in 
suffering it to be received. And I must say, in this grave 
place in which I am -I do not know, whether Mrs. Hastings 
ever received any other money than this or whether in 
reality she received tllis money at all, she not being upon the 
IIpot BE' I can find at the time, though to be sure a present 
might be sent her; so I neither lI,.ffirm nor deny anything of 
the receipt of it, further than that Mr. Larkins 8.'\ys that there 
was a sum of 10,000l. from those ministers to Mrs. Hastings. 

Impropriety I do not know that this lady received any more presents :
~i!~~r;"," but this I will 88y that, if the wives of Governors General, 
:i~!"o~~~:e the wives of Presidenu of Council, the wives of the prin-
8"e!~ ciral officers of the India Company, the hend" of Council. 

collectors, and through aU the various departments, can 
receive -presents, there is an end of the covenants; there is 
an end of the Act of Parliament; there is an end to e\"ery 
power of restraint. Let a man be but married, and that 
moment the Acts of Parliament, the covenants and all tbe 
rest, expire, and his wife may take presents. 

There is something, too, ill the affairs of the cast that makes 
this a much more dangerous practice. The people of the 
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cast it is well known have their zanana, as a sanctuary 'I MAY 1789. 

which nobody can enter. It is really a kind of holy of holies -
-a consecrated place, safe in the rage of war, safe in the 
fury of tyranny. Rapacity lias its bounds: here you shall 
come and come no further. But if English ladies can go into 
these zananas and there receive presents, the natives can 
he said to have nothing at all of their own. Everyone 
knows that, in the wisest and best time of the common-
wealth of ROlDe-towards the latter end of it I mean: not 
the best time for morals, bnt the best time of knowing how 
to correct evil government and choosing the proper means 
for it-it was a known principle that no Governor of a 
province could take his wife into a province, because they 
were not subject to the laws in the same way that their 
husbands were. I do not know that these things happen, but 
I should think myself the most scandalous of mankind if, 
finding this nrticle here, I did not mention it to your 
Lordships j but I press it no further here. They are deli-
vered to Mr. Larkins at Mr. Hastings' own requisition. 

Then these three lines, read out of a Persian paper, are 
followed by II long account of the manner in which this present 
was reCeived in several species, and converted by exchange 
into one common standard. Now you will ask, when the 
Persian munshi read this, was there no voucher or authority 
at all for the rest? The three first lines of that Persian paper 
is all that we know. Now I shall put it to your Lordships Probabilit7 

seriously to consider that, in this account, if three lines of ~~~~r 
paper contain 100,000l.-no way insinuating or hinting that 
there were only three lines in it but rather, on the contrary, 
seeing that it was rend from a Persian paper-how do we 
know what mines of bribery that pnper containe<1? Why did 
he not get the whole of that paper read and translated? 
It ca~ be for no good end and purpose. The moment any 
man stops in the midst of an account, he is stopping in the 
midst of a fraud. . 

My Lords. I have one further remark upon these accounts. The ,!riht>s 

These accounts amount, by kabuliyat or agreement for pay- =i~:ed 
ing bribes, in three provinces, to 95,0001. Do you believe ~~:~';: 
that these provinces were favoured in any particular manner? Yincesonly. 

Do you think that they were chosen as a little demesne for 
Mr. Hastings ?-that they were the only provinces honoured 
with his protection, so far as to take bribes from them? Do 
you perceive anything in their local situation that should 
distinguish them frolD other provinces of Bengal? 'Vhat is 
the reason why Dinagepore, Patna, Nuddea, should have the 
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7 M~~1780. post of honom' assigned? What reason can be given why 
Prof bb~bbility bribes were not taken from Burdwan-fl'om Bishanpore-
o r. ,,"reo· I fi . . ht ll' h 'h ceived from III S 10rt, rom slxty-elg co ecbons t at are III t e revenues 
~~~ri~~~. of Bengal1-that three only should be the places from whence 

he took his bribes 1 He did not do his duty, if he thought 
that bribery was the best way of supplying the Company's 
treasury-that it formed the most useful and effectual re
source for them. He has declared that over and over again. 
How came he to be so wicked a servant that, out of sixty
eight divisions, he chose only three to supply the exigencies 
of the Company 1 Was it right to lay the whole weight of 
bribery, extortion and oppression, upon those three pro
vinces, and neglect the rest? No; you know and must know 
that he who extorts from three provinces will extort from 
twenty, if there are twenty. You have R standard-a mea
sure; and that is all. Ex pede Herculem: guess from thence 
what was extorted from all Bengal. Do you believe he 
could be so cruel to these provinces, so partial to the rest, to 
charge them with that load, with 95,000/., knowing the heavy 
oppression they were sinking under, and leave all the rest un
touched? No: we judge of what is concealed from us by 
what we have got the discovery of, by various means that 
have occurred, both to the guilty conscience of the person 
who makes the distinction, and to the vigour, perseverance 
and sagacity, of those who have made that discovery. There
fore it is not for me to say that there is but 100,000l. and 
95,000/. There I say I must stop-just at the boundary 
where human nature has fixed the barrier-just where the 
circumstances inti tIe me to go on. 

1Il,·.:aas~. Now you have before you the true reason why he did not 
mI." motives h h h' Jr.' h Id b fi f' . for kee»ing C oose t at t IS auaIl' s ou come e ore a .court 0 JustIce, 
~~':. tir"o':n"": He would fly from the exposure of this day: he would call 
!",U{t of for the mountains to cover him: he would be heard upon the 
JUS ICO, business of the Three Seals:* he would be heard upon any

thing. however foreign to the matter, to keep you from this 
gross bribery, this shameful peculation, this abandoned pros
titution and corruption, which he has practised with in
demnity and impunity to this day, from one end of India to 

Tho .m0.r0Y the other. He gives you at the head of it Dinagepore. )Vhom 
~:v~inl'. did he take this money from? Has he told you? Has he 
gopore takcn ld I' I 9 D' . d t)'O!" the to lIS emp oyers r magepore, a provmce, Itn money 
Raj... taken from it: whom from ~ by what hands? by what means? ' 

upon what pretence? I believe I ('.an tell from whom it was 

• See Mr, Durke's General Opening of the Impeachment I' voL i" p. 52, 
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taken. I believe it will appear to YOUf Lordships that it 7 MAY 1789 

lUust be taken from the unhappy Raja of Dinagepore. I shall -
in a very few words state the circuIDl!tances-the service per-
formed; from which you will judge concerning the bribe. 

Dinagepol'e, a large provinee, was possessed by an ancient Ctircum- f 

family; the last of which, about the year 1184 of their era, ~h~n~ac
the Raia Bija Naut, WIl8 upon the point of death, without hav- AtlOd

n
• t" f 

"J I .. . H l' d '11 . h h' op Ion ° ing any cgttunate Issue. e lve upon 1 terms WIt IS a s,?n br. the 

brother, Cantoo N aut, for many years, and his idea was to ~:t~IJa 
exclude him from the succession to the zamindary by adopt-
ing a son. That adoption, in my poor judgment, is not 
c'()untenanced under this circumstance, while a person has a 
half brother, as he was by the Gentu laws: but, Gunga Recognition 

Govind Sing being master of the Gentu laws, being at the ~!dt~;na~~p
head of the registry where the recol'ds were kept, which are rn~ ~~~e
to ascertain the rules of succession by the custom of the &ort' fioOJ' 
country, by his means :Mr. Hastings der-reed in favour of the vi~~in:'
adoption; and we find, immediately after that decree, that 
Gunga. Govind Sing receives from Dinagepore an agreement Sum of " 

for a sum of 40,OOOl., of which he has exacted 30,000/., :oM'l.l\:'!.'~
though he has paid to Mr. Hastings only 20,0001. Imme-l;.rn~~h 
diately after this judgment we find this bribe. We find after- vind Sing. 

ward .. , following it close, that, before this person could be in 
possession a year, his natural guardians are all turned out. 
The country falls in balance, as you would naturally expect, 
from his inability to pay this exorbitant sum assessed upon a 
ruined family; for he came to a ruined succession. As we 
shall prove, bYlUeans of that he became indebted to govern-
ment. Instantly Gunga. Govind Sing and thc fictitious 
committee :Mr. Hastings had made for wicked purposes, 
composed of Mr. Anderson, Mr. Shore and :Mr. Crofts-
who were but the tools, as. far as tlbey tell U8 themselves, of 
Gunga. Govind Sing-put that monster of iniquity, Deby Deb:>: s~ 
Sing, into his family. They put him into the guardianship ~~~~al1 of 

of this miserable Raja; and put this noble infant into such ~I.0nng 
wicked and abominable hands. They turn all his natural 
relations upon one preteuce or other out_of the family. They 
put the province into the hands of Deby Sing; and they 
IIdoon put thcd prohvince 0df R.ungpore flin~ I!UC~ a ravage, ~h~t I ~=~ in 

o not won er e was eSlrOUS to y Ifom It-to put It mto the province. 

a political inquiry rather than have it judicially inquired 
• into here. That led to all this savaO"e barbarity, which I, in 

the execution of my duty, have b~ught before this House 
and my country. And it will be seen, when we come upon 
this, whether what I have asserted was the effect of a deluded 
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7 MAY 1789. judgment or·disordered imagination, and whether the things 
- I have asserted cannot be substantiated in proof; whether it 

cannot be substantiated in proof that these reports were 
made and are none of my invention, and that the means that 
were taken to discredit them • infinitely aggravate the mis
chief that was done. * 

Mr. Hastings wanted to fly from that. He wanted to put 
Deby Sing any where but in a court of justice. A court 
of justice is an element in which he cannot live for a moment; 
where a direct assertion is put forward, a direct proof ap
plied to it, and a comparison made of both, He would rather 
fly anywhere-even into the very sanctuary of his accusers
than abide a trial with him in a court of justice. But the 
House of Commons is too just not to send him to that 
tribunal to which they have appealed, whose justice they 
cannot doubt, whose penetration he cannot elude; not to 
give him up to those Managers whose characters he attempted 
to defame. .' -

This Raja. of Dinagepore, a poor unfortunate infant, is 
robbed of 40,OOOl by the hands of Gunga. Govind Sing; he 
is delivered over, on account of the pretence of these debts, 
into the hands of that monster, Deby Sing; and we find 
that, after this cruel sale of this infant, who was properly in 
the guardianship of the Company-for the Company acts as 
steward and diwan of the pro,;nce, which office has the 

Certificateof guardianship of minOl'S-Mr. Hastings has thought proper 
tl[~::"g to produce to you in answer, and by way of anticipation, a 
~~~1f.:t . certificate of this unfortunate boy:-
iugs. ..... 

« I, Rhadanaut, Zemindar of the pergunnah Haveley, Renjuns, &c., 
commonly called Dinajepore: as it has been learnt by me, the Mutteen
dies, and the respectable officers of my zemindary, that the ministers of 
England are displeased with the late Governor, Warren Hastings. El!q., 
upon the suspicion that he oppressed us, took money from us by deceit 
and force, and ruined the country; therefore we, upon the strength of 
our religion, which we think it incumbent on and necessary for us to 
abide by, following the rules laid down in giving evidence, declare the 
particula1'8 of the acts and deeds of Warren Hastings, Esq., full of cu... 
cumspection and caution, civility and justice, superiour to the caution of 
the most learned; and by representing what is fact wipe "away the doubts 
that have possessed the minds of the ministers of En~land: that Mr. 
Hastings is possessed of fidelity and confidence and yielding protection 
to us: that he is clear of the contamination of mistrust and wrong, and 
his mind is Cree of co,'etousness or avarice. During the time of his 
administration, no one saw other conduct than that of protection to the 
husbandmen and justice; no inhabitant ever experienced afflictions, no • 

• See l\[r. Bnrke's General Opening of the Impeachment; 18 Feb. 1788 ; 
vol. i., p. 138, et sew, 
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one ever felt oppression from him; our reputations have always been 7 MAY 1789. 
guarded from attacks by his prudence. and our families have always -
been protected by his justice. He never omitted the smallest instance of 
kindness towards us, but healed the wounds of despair with the salve of 
consolation by means of his benevolent and kind behaviour, never per
mitting one of us to sink in the pit of despondence. He supported 
every one by his goodness; ovenet the designs of evil-minded men by 
his authority; tied the hands of oppression with the strong bandages of 
justice, and by these means expanded the pleasing appearance of happi-
ness and joy over us; he re-established justice and impartiality . We 
were during his government in the enjoyment of perfect happiness and 
_.and many of us are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings was 
well acquainted with our manners and customs he was always desirous 
in every respect of doing whate"er would preserve our religious rights, 
and guard them against every kind of accident and injury: and at all 
times protected us. Whatever we have experienced from him, and 
whatever happened from him, we have written without deceit or exag
geration."· 

My Lords, this is begun" I, Rh:wanaut, Zemindar of the Youthorthe 
pergunnnh"-when in the year 1'181, this child, this Rhada- Raja. 

naut, who bears evidence upon oath to all the great and 
good qualities of a governor, and particularly to his absolute 
freedom fmm covetousness-this person to whom he appeals 
was a poor boy between five and six years old, as the com-
mittee state when they gave him into the hands of Deby 
Sing; and, when Mr. Hastings left Bengal, which was in 1'186, 
was between eleven and twelve years old. Here is the sort 
of testimony that Mr. Hastings holds out-that he was 
.clear from all sort of extortion, oppression and covetousness, 
in this very zamindary of Dinagepore. This boy who is so 
observant, who is so penetrating, who is so accurate in the 
whole government of Mr. Hastings, when he left his govern-~ 
ment was at the utmost but eleven years and a half old! 

Now how is this unhappy man at your bar driven, when Recapitula
he is oppressed byhis accumulative toad ofcorruption?-when tion. 

he sees his bribery, his prevarication, forged bonds, brought 
before you to give the testimony to his government of this 
child, who fur the greatest part of his time, lived 300 miles 
from the seat of Mr. Hastings' government? Consider the 
misery of this poor unfortunate boy, robbed by Gunga 
Govind Sing of 40,OOOl This boy is made to swear, with 
all the solemnities of his religion, that lIr. HastinO"s was 
never guilty in his province of any act of rapacity . ." Only 
think how this crime grows in its magnitude. You find a 

• peshcush; you find Gunga Govind Sing in it; you find this 

• J.>ri.ntecl in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 2361. 
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7 MAY 1789. unfortunate minor-this infant, who ought to be under the 
- government and care of the Company,-robbed of 40,000l., 

and obliged to bear testimony upon his oath that he was not 
robbed, and to bear testimony upon his oath to all the good 
qualities of Mr. Hastings, when he must know that he 

Ch8l'a.cter of was the cause of' aU the mischief to him. These are what 
~~c~e;~~. they call razi namas, that all India sounds with. Are they 
~l~'!~~arr~:,n concealed by us from your Lordships? No: we bring them 
~'inH" by forth to show you the wickedness of the man who, after he 
in~. nst· has robbed innocence, after he has divided the spoil between 

Gunga Govind Sing and himself, gets the unfortunate 
noble minor, a boy under twelve years of age, to peJjure 
himself for him-if such a creature is capable of being guilty 
by such a miserable painche-to deliver this to you as the 
voice of the country, collected to show how ill-founded the 
imprcssions nre which committees of' the House of Com
mons-for to them it alludes, I suppose-have taken con~ 
cerning this man upon the inquiry; who brings the poor 
miserable orphans and young noble minors, and persons 
that ought to be under his guardianship, to come forth and 
swear what, if he had known any thing of his afthirs, he 
must have known was directly false, and verified by his own 
account to be an extortion to the amount of 40,OOOl. f 

C~rtificate 
from the 
Raja of 
Nuddea. 

Here, my Lords, I would say something of' the miserable 
situation of the people of that country; but it is not in my 
commission, and I must be silent. 

Now there is another of these from N uddea, under the seal 
of Maharaja Dheraja Scolerund Bahadre. They were Hindu, 
or the flower of the Mohammedans, in thiti country. 'When 
I see the razi nama it is in fact a translation .of the same 
paper; as you will see, a little diversified in the phrases, 
that it should seem to be something else. This was from a pro
vince remote from Dinagepore, by a llerson much in the same 
situation as Rhaclnnaut, and he bears the same testimony to 
the absence of covetousness in Mr. Hastings. And here we 
find he took from him a lac nnd a half. He took these bribes 
from these people. " Oh then," says he, .. , I will show it was 
not taken from them." 

My Lords, I have done all that is in my charge. I have 
endeavoured to show the covenants by which the Company 
have thought fit to guard aga.inst the avarice and rapacity of 
their governors. I have shown that they positively forbid • 

Opinion of all sorts of taking of bribes and presents. Before I quit this, 
r~p~~j: I have only to give you the opinion of Sir Elijah Impey-a 
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name consecrated to respect for ever. Your Lordships know 7 MAy 1789. 

bim in this House as well as I. His opinion of these peti- certificates 
tions and certificates of good behaviour is this- of conduct . 

•• , That from the reasons and sentiments that they contain 
" 

Tho moment an Englishman appears, as this gentleman 
does, who is in the collection of Dinagepore, to collect certifi
cntes for Mr. Hastings, it is a command for them to say what 
he pleases. 

'1'0 go back and recapitulate for a moment what I have ~capitula.
'd ). h fb 'b fM H' tlonrespec· sal re ntlve to t e new system 0 rl ery 0 r. astmgs:- ting Mr. 

I have endeavoured to state the covenants. I have endea- ~~~::!'l:'; 
voured to state the motives for forbidding presents. I have bribery. 

endeavoured to state the means for preventing their being 
abused, by ordering the publicity of them. I have shown 
that these are private. I have' endeavoured to state that the 
next step was framing a legal fiction that they were the 
property of the Company, to enable them to be recovered 
out of the rapacious band which had violated the Act of 
Parliament. I bave stated tbe Act of Parliament. I have 
stated },fr. Hastings' sense of it. I have stated the viola-
tion of it by taking bribes from all quarters. I bave stated 
tbe fraudulent bonds by which he claimed a security as bis 
own for that which belonged to the Company. I have stated 
the series of frauds, prevarications, concealments, and all 
that mystery of iniquity which I waded through, with pain 
to myself I am sure, and with infinite pain to your Lordships. 
I have waded through all that mystery of iniquity to show 
your Lordships, that the means he uses for evading the clear 
words of a covenant, and the clear words of an Act of 
Parliament, were such as did not arise from an erroneous 
jullgment, but from a corrupt intention; and I believe you 
will find that his attempt to evade the law aggravates infi-
nitely bis guilt in breaking it. And now think in what a Ai~ of the 
.. d I h' b h' k ad".-ess to SituatIOn we stnn. open to you not mg ut t e pac age open the 

of thid business. . I have opened it to ventilate it and give f:c~~ral sub

air to it. I ha.ve opened it that a quarantine should be per-
formed, between the touching the goods and letting loose the 
sweet air of heaven upon them, which is polluted by the 
opening these poisonous packets that Mr. Hastings has pro~ 
dnced to you. I wish them to be aired and ventilated before .. 

• This paper has not been found. 
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711uI789. your Lordships touch them. Those who follow me will 
endeavour to explain to your Lordships what he has endea
voured to involve in mystery-to bring proof after proof 
that every bribe that was here concealed was taken with 
corrupt purposes, and followed' with the most pernici01l3 
consequences. Theile are things which will be brought to 
you in proof. I have only regarded the system of bribery. 
I have endeavoured to show that it is a system oC mystery 
and concealment, and consequently a system of fraud. 

~nrfflml- You now see the means by which fortunes have been 
clesofper- d b rta' . I d' Y h -I!d . SOll~ in rna e y ce m persons ID n Ia. ou see t e colUe eraCleS 
India. they have formed witll one another for their mutual conceal

ment and mutual support. You will see how they answer 
a deceitful question ':>y a fraudulent answer. You will see 
that Cheltenham calls upon Calcutta, as one deep calls upon 
another; that tIley cnU for explanation and are answered in 
mystery. You develop tQe -very constitution or mind of 
these people. 

Dan~r!,r And now, my Lords, in what a situation are we! This 
~'TI::~':.~ prosecution of the Commons, I wish to have it understood
f!ish ~har.JOo and I am sure I shall not be disclaimed in it-is a proeecu
~x~mp::' or tion, not only for the punishing a delinquent and preventing 
~~"'i'r'rul this and that offence, but a great censorial prosecution, for 

the purpose of preserving the manners, characters and 
virtues, that characterise the people of England. The situa
tion in which we stand is dreadful. These people pour in 
upon us every day. They not only bring with them the 
wealth which they have, but they bring with them into our 
country the vices by which it was acquired. Formerly the 
people of England were censured, and perhaps properly, 
with being a sullen, unsocial, cold, unpleasant, race of men, 
and as inconstant as the climate in which they are born. 
These are the vices which the enemies of the kingdom 
charged them with; and people are seldom charged with 
vices which they do not in some measure partake. But 
nobody refused them the character of being an open-hearted, 
candid, liberal, plain, sincere, people; which cancelled and 
would cancel the thousand faults they had. But. if you once 
teach the people oC England, by the suceesses of those who 
practise this fraud, a concealing, narrow, suspicious, guarded, 
conduct-if you teach them qualities directly the contrary to 
those by which they have hitherto been distinguished-if 
you make them a nation oC concealers, a nation of dissem
blers, a nation of liars, a nation of forgers-my Lords, if 
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you in one word tum them into 0. people of banyas-the 7M .... 1789. 

character of England, that character which, more than our -
arms and more than our [commerce], has made us a great 
nation-the character of England will be gone and lost. 
Our liberty is as much in danger as our honour and our 
national character. 

'Ve, who here appear representing the Commons' ofpallgcrof 
E I d 'ld I' h fi 'I mtluenco '.ug an , nre not WI enoug I, elt er or ourse ves or our of Indian 
constituents, not to tremble at the effect of riches. "Opum fh':U~C~~liCS 
71Ictuenda poteslas." 'Ve dread the operation of money. t~the coun· 
And do we not know that there are many men, full of . 
wealth, who wait, and who indeed hardly wait, the event of 
this prosecution to let loose all the corrupt wealth of India, 
acq uired by the oppression ot' that country, to the corruption 
of all the liberties of this, and to fill the Parliament with 
men who are no\v the objects of its indignation? '.ro-day 
the Commons of Great Britain prosecute the delinquents of 
Indhq to-lllorrow the delinquents of India. lllay bc the 
Commons of Great Britain. 'Ve know and feel in our 
elections the force of money; so that now we call upon your 
Lordships' justice in this cause of money. We call upon 
you for the preservation of our manners-of our virtues. 
We call upon you for our national character. We cailupon 
you for our libCl·ties, and hope that the freedom of the 
CODlmons will be preserved by the just.ice of the Lords. 

VOL. II. 
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SPEECH OF JOHN ANSTRUTHER, ESQ., MANAGER 
FOR THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, IN OPENING 
THE SECOND PART OF' THE SIXTH ARTICLE 
OF. TIlE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRESENTS; 
16 FEimuAliY, 1790. . 

16:FED.1790.· My LORDs,~In obedience to the commands of the Com
mOllS, imposed upon me in the course of the l:\8t session of 
Parliament, I now proceed to execute my duty in opening 
to your Lordships some other parts of the charges against 
:Mr. Hastings. 

Subjects of 
)lrevious 
cbarges, ex
tortion nnd 
breach of 
treaty. 

I had . the. honour of stating to your Lordships, in a very 
few words, the nature of the charge which I had to make, in 
the course of the last year.*. Your Lord!lhips must have 
perceived that, in the course which the Commons have taken 
with respect to this trial, the first instance of misdemeanour 
which they 8elected, in order to lay it before your Lordships, 
was an instance of violence and extortion charged by them 
to be committed by Mr. Hastings upon a tributary prince, 
dependent upon the East Indi~ Company. The next charge 
which they proceeded to lay before your Lordships was an 
instance of violent breach of treaty, gross violation of good 
faith, committed towards an ally of the East India Company, 
in the persons of the Begums of Oudc and on the sovereign 
of that country. 

The preseut From these charges of exterior d«;lmeanour tIle Commons 
f!~:t'i':.: llave now come to view the internal government of Mr. 
!~~~'::.::tt. Hastings; and I trust they will be able to prove that; as his 

external government was violent, tyrannical and unjust, 
the internal government committed to his charg~ was oppres
sive, corrupt and tyrannical. It is that oppl'ession and that 

Cba1'ge of tyranny in consequence of that corruption, that I am now to 
CQrruption. state and open to your Lordships; and it is not the bare 

offence of corruption, odious as that offence is, which I have 

... On the 8th of July, in the previous year, it being near the period of the 
close of the session of Parliament, Mr. Anstrllther commenced, nnd offered to 
proceed with, the opening of theArticle relating to presents; bllt, at the snggt-s
lion of the Lord Chancellor, on Mr. Anstruther's representation of the probable 
duration of his speech, the Court was adjolU'ned to the nt-xt session. 
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now to 8tate to you, but the offence of corruption in a. 16 FBB.1790. 

governor, aggravated by every act that can aggravate that 
enormOU8 offence. 

I have to 8tate that the corruption, which I have shortly In "!iminis-

1 b I! L d h' 11 'tt d' h ,tratlon of to ay elore your or S IpS, was a commi e In t e exerCIse the revenue. 

of that pecuniary trust committed to him by bis maslers, the 
East India Company, in the charge of the revenues of that 
great country. I have to state, as an additional aggravation 
to the offence of corruption, that it was not only committed 
in the exercise of his duty, as -administrator of the revenues 
of that country, but that, in order to facilitate and in order ~isobe-

1 h . h' , d h d dlencoto to concea t at corruption w en It was commItte , t e or ers or.ders of 
of his masters were disobeyed in many, many, instances. Dlrcctors. 

I have to state, not only that the orders of his masters hPrinciplesof 

d' b d b h h ' '1 h' h h h' I" govern-were ISO eye, ut t. at t every prmClp es w IC e Im- ment set at 

self had established for the government of that country were !g~7t~/~~r. 
set at nought, for the purposes of his own corruption. I poses. 

have to state, not only that his own principles were set at 
nought, but that there were great establishments for the Establish-

f h ' bl' h d b h' If h mont. over-government 0 t ese provmces, esta IS e y unse ; t at thrown. 

they were confirmed and settled by his masters, and that 
he was forbid to alter and to innovate upon' them: I 
have to state, as an aggravation to that corruption, that 
these establishments were overset and overturned. I have 
to state to your Lordships that another establishment was 
created, different in every respect from that which was 
overturned; and that the establishment which was put in 
its stead was inefficient to every good purpose :-perfectly 
efficient to the only purpose for which it was created, the 
purpose of facilitating the taking [of bribes], and of con-
cealing the corruption when taken. I have to state that the ~~~::;i:!ra. 
whole administration of the revenues of that country was, yenue placed . h' , 111 corrupt for those purposes w lch I have mentioned to your Lord- hands. 

ships, thrown into the hands of a person who had been con
cerned and was connected with Mr. Hastings as the instru
ment of that corruption. 

Not only have I to state all these aggravations to your ~ovi~cesll 
Lordships, but I have to state to your Lordships that every ~h~nm.:d~ 

h M H ' 'd ,presents. man w 0 gave 0. present to r. astmgs reCelve a provmce 
in return; that he not only received a province in return, 
but that all the checks that had been instituted for the pur- fJ~~~k:ac;i_ 
pose of preventing even -good men committing bad actions, n~~u::.!on. 
were withdrawn from those who were put there for corrupt WI mi. 

o 2 
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16 FBB.1790. purposes. I have to state to your Lordships that Mr. 
Inr .. ~ Hastings knew, at the time when he put men into great 
cbaracterof·· h h· d h . h h thoseSOP1"O- SItuations, w en e mtI'uste t em Wit .t e government 
motetl. of the country for pecuniary gain, and had withdrawn 

from them those checks which are necessary to prevent 
eventhft best of men committing bad actions, that they 
were, universally, the worst men in the country. He raked 
into the gaols of Patna and Calcutta in order to put persons 
into the charge of these provinces, and from those persons he 
received large sums of money. I have still further to state 
to your Lord8bips-indeed I need scarcely state it-as au 
additional aggravation of what I have to say, that these men, 
so placed in these situations, acted completely up to their 
character, and that they did all that bad men could do in 
these countries. I have to state, as au aggravation of this 
corruption, aU the oppression, the tyranny, and the destruc
tion of the country, that was oc.casioned by tbis corruption 
so practi8ed by Mr. Hastings! 

Nccess!tyof These are the aggravations with which I mean to accom
~;.wB':!.~ pany this offence; anel I shall now state to your Lord
~?:,'t't::th ships all these aggravations, bec:mse your Lordships will 
couutrywa,s8 see that it is necessary I should state them shortly, in 
prosperous. order to rebut that species of defence which Mr. Hastings 

has attempted, by saying that the country was safe and 
Injury oUhe prosperous under his management. I will show you that, 
revenue. • f h . f ,... H . m consequence 0 t e corruptions 0 lur. astmgs, a ('ountry 

yielding above 12,OOOl. a year revenue to the East India 
Company was put into the hands of the worst men, for the 
worst purposes; and that they exercised that power, so 
given them, to the utter destruction of tIle inhabitants of 
that country, and to the consequent loss and injury of the 
East India Company. 

N"""'!Si!'Yof In order to make your Lord.ships fully aware of the extent 
:~~l~':.'.~g and the nature of all those aggravations which I have now 
~:~.rs f generally opened to you, it will be necessary that I should 
gover':!~ent. state to your Lordships something of the plan established by 

the East India Company for the government of their pro
vinces, and for the general direction of their revenue. Your 
Lordships will see that, before you can fully understand aU 
the aggravations of this offence, it is essential I should first 
explain what duties they were which were imposed upon 
Mr. Hastings, and what duties they were which he violated 
in taking aU this money. 
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The governmellt of the East India Company, from the 16 FED. 1790. 

year in which we got possession of the diwani* down to the Variety of 
year 1773, had undergone various changes, both with respect ~~~~~~SI773. 
to the management of its revenues and its internal police~ 
I do not mean to state any of those alterations or innovations 
prior to the year 1773. Whether those innovations and alter· 
ations were right or whether they were - wrong, I leave 
them entirely out of this part of what I have to state to 
your Lordships, and take the administration of the revenue 
as it stood in the year 1773. In the year 1773, Mr. Has- )IIr'~'r't, 
tinga thought fit, in consequence of the orders of his masters, }~~~m~~is. 

, d ' I ~ 1 d" , f 1 tratlOn of to mtro lIce a p an Jor t 1e a mlDlstratIon 0 t 1e revenues ~he revenue, 
of that country, in so far as related to the European admi- lD 1773. 

nistration of these revenues. That plan will be the first piece 
of evidence which I shall have to produce -to your Lord-
aMps. It ~as introduced for the purpose of gradually in
troducing a more perfect form of superintendency. " It 
would ue hazardous to the collectio1J.,"says he, "to throw 
a. greater weight upon the members of the supreme adminis-
tration than they could support." And for that purpose, in 
the year 1773, Mr. Hastings introduced a plan, dividing the tDhivision of 

, 'd h d" , -f 1 E I d' C e country provmces un er tea mlDlstration 0 t 1e ~ ast n la om- into six 
, , d d' , , 'fl ' d d' , , districts 

Pany mto SIX gran IVISlons, lose SIX e:ran IVISlons p . .' 1 
• • ... ' rOVlnC13 

were supenntended by CounCils of three or of four, That Councils. 
Council had the gencral a.dministration of the revenues 
within the province, and corresponded constantly and regu-
larly with the supreme administration at Calcutta, which had 
the ultimate government and control of all the revenues of 
the province. 

My Lords, that plan, which I shall produce, and of which 
I now stale the outline, was introduced by Mr. Hastings as 
the best plan that could be for the purpose of administering O~ject to 
tl H d h ' , h h' brmgthe Ie revenues. estate , at t e same time t at e mtro-whole eol-
clueed it, that he had a further purpose in view, and that ~~l~~rt~ 
WIlS, by an easy, regular and gradual,change, to bring down 
the whole collection of the revenue to Calctltta-, provided it 
should be found by experience that the nature of the admi
nistration of the revenue would so admit of it. 

My Lords, in the paper by which he introduced that plan, 1jofcs~io? f 

he stated, among other thin as, one great leading advantage ~~e~~~i,!~ 
<> cmICounClls. 

• Tbe important grant or the diwani. or right to receive the revenue8 or 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa, was made by the Mo"ul Emperor to the East India 
Company in the year 1765, " 



214 Opeuing oj the Sixt!t Charge-Presents: 

16 FEB.l790. that would accrue from this mode of administering the 
revenue; and I desire that your Lordships would attend 
to that leading advantage which he mentions, which is this,
that th, ere W~d be a great local, internal, control within the 
provinces ; a d that the administra.tion within the provinces 
was so cons~ tuted that it would be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, fpr the members of the provincial Councils, as 
they were called, to commit any act of enormity in the pro.. 
vinces without a degree of collusion, which collusion must be 
80 great, before they could conceal their enormities, that it 
would operate as a discovery itself. Such is the principle 
upon which Mr. Hastings established this plan of a local 
control within the provinces, to prevent any oppression and 
injustice by those provincial Councils, without that QPpression 
and injustice being immediately, instantly and perfectly, 

~on~,,?1 ren- known to the supreme Board at Calcutta.. And I desire your 
sili'l:. ~~f~ Lordships to mark the. reason for his approbation of the 
plan. plan; because I will '.show your Lordships that that plan, 

whioh he introduced for the purpose of concenling his own 
corruption, withdrew all local control, Rnd rendered it 
perfectly easy, in his own opinion, to commit the greatest 
corruption, without the Council at Calcutta knowing any 
thing of the matter. 

Constant ap- Having stated what the outline of the plan was, I shall 
rl~;~~fbY only state to your Lordships that Mr. Hastings, fl'om the 
~~ H;;,~ ycar 1773, when he introduced his plan, down to the 9th 
177a'to 1781. of February, 1781, when he overset t.hat plan, never once 

deviated from his unceasing commenda.tion and approbation 
of it. So much did he approve of it, that, when it pleased 
your Lordships and the other branches of the Legislature to 
send out a new administration for the province of Bengal, 
Mr. Hastings, in the very first minute in which he gave to 
them a general view of all the matters which were under his 
care, stated, in plain terms, that the hest plan which could be 
adopted for the administration of those provinces was that 
}lIan which he had so introduced two years before. He still 
continued approving of that plan; and when, in the year 
1775, he sent over to this country So new plan for the subor
dinate administration of the revenues, he again recom
mended the Directors to continue that plan of administ.ering 

lIis J'Ocom· the revenues through the medium of provincial Councils, 
::tr~;~~:- as the best plan that could possibly be devised. So £.11' was 
r~::'gt~~~ of he from any idea of altering or disapproving that plan, 
~~l~t~ that he desired the court of Directors to apply to the Legis-
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L'lturc to ha\'e that plan carrie<l into execution by a law OflHIiB,l?9ll. 

this cl1untry, stating these as reasons for that law-which His;;';'ns 
I desire your Lordships to attend to,-the repeated inno¥a- for the J.w. 

tions and usurpations that have been made upon the rights !~~~
of the inhabitants of this country, through the remi8sne...oos ~~i~~le 
and rapacity of the Mogul government; and the desire of Dislike 0<>-s. 

the English government of acquiring popularity by a sup- ~':!'~ ~ 
posed increase oC revenue, which has created a rooted c:ru,like incn.':lSethe 

in tho inhabitants of this country to your dominion. In ",.-cnne. 

order to guard against that rooted dislike, in order to pre-
vent those future innovations which arc attended with such 
dangerous consequences, you are to pass an Act of Parlia-
ment to establish this plan. Such were Mr. Hastings' ren-
BOnings upon that plan.-

Now I will etate the opinion of the court of Directors Opinion or 

lIpon it; because I shall show your Lordships that those ~~= ~~ 
acts, which he stated had cl'eated a rooted dislike to their the pJan. 

government, were acts which he afterwards did, for the 
]mrpose oC filCiJit.'lting the receipt of bribes and concealing 
his own corruption. The court of Directors were not quite 
80 clear in the approbation of this plan, when first presented 
to them, as Mr. Hastings was. They did not take upon 
them to sny positively-CC ye~ "br" no,"-whethcr tllis was 
to be the perpetual pliln which was to govern their provinces, 
but they say,-

N ,,-e appro"e of what you have done; in the meantime we desire you ONt" or tbe 
to form your I,lans. if other plans may be necessary, but desire thai no R:r;cto,:" 
innontiooa be made witho;li your sending that plan to us tor our final nO~~~l~::-be 
aprrobation, before it is adopted." ::'n,,:l[b';:~-

I shall lay dlat [plan] before your Lordships, with the apI>rornl. 

ultimate direction of the court upon that subject. The 
court oC Directors desired that he should form a new plan, 
and transmit it to them for their approbation before it should 
he carried into execution. I shall show your Lordships that f:S~:.!t. 
he fonned a new plan, and, when that was so formed, he ~'h~'::t 
carried it into execution without telling the court of Direc- ::u.:'lli- I 

tors one word about it,-nay, for a whole twelvemonth, he rcctors. 

neTer let them know that there had been any alteration is 
the administration of their revenues, other than by a: letter 

• See letter or the GO'gemor General and Mr. Banrell, (Or Calcutta, to "the 
Di~ton. communicating a plan for the future &ett1euwnt of the revenue i 
dated lISth March. li75; aDd the letter of the same to the Directono,fonranling 
tbe draft of an Ad of Parliament (or the purpose stated above, dated 30 April, 
1776.-Printed in theAp~di.z to the • Minutes of the Evidence,- ppo. 644,660. 
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16FBB.1790. which he transmitted to hi;; own agent, Major Scott, to bc 
- delivered by him or not, at his own pleasure. 

Having stated the duties which were imposed upon 
Mr. Hastings, both by his own confession and by t.he 
orders of the court of Directors, with respect to the plan 
of administering the revenues through the medium of 
European servants in the provinces, having stated the 
advantages which Mr. Hastings· supposed would result from 
it, having stated that it was a plan of local internal con
trol-that it was a plan of publicity-that it was a plan 
that did not admit of the existence of oppression, without 

Particulars 
uf the plan 
forma.n3g''' 
ing the re
venues. 

Tho rc-
venu(',"~ 

raised by 
rent PIlY
mt.~n~rl'om 
t.hozamin ... 
dars. 

that oppression being discovered to the provincial Coun
cils,-l must now come to some interior pll.rts, which 
your Lordships will do me the justice to believe I do not 
state loosely and inaccurately, but that you will see the 
force of them by and by, and the necessity there is for 
me to state them cle.'\rlyto your Lordships, in order that 
you may understand all the -aggrnvations of tIle offence of 
:Mr. Hastings. 

The mode in which the revenues of that country have 
been raised has hitherto- been by a payment fl·om the dif
ferent zamindars, farmer;; or landholder;;-e.1.11 them by 
what name or description ·you please. It is a species of 
land-rent, which is exacted from them in the shape of tribute, 
which they have to pay to the gOl"ernment. It is the prin
cipal revenue of Bengal ;-by what title or what right, i;; a 

~~\~~tl,~'th! matter I shall not ll.t present enter into. If I were to enter 
la'Dd. into· it, I should show that they have the llropcrty of the 

lands and we only the tribute of it, as every good govern-
ment ought to have: but it is immaterial whether they are 
to be looked upon as possessing the lands purely of our 
favour and courtesy or of their own right. 

Orders or I haye to state two different sets of opinions upon that 
~~:.~~- subject .. First, the orders of the court of Directol·s as to 
the~erson9 who are the persons to whom the land should be given, in 
::n'ds~':.'u~3e order to raise a revenue out of tllat countrv. I have to 
~r~~:~ state, also, Mr. Hastings'.· opinion upon that subject:-who 
jugs'opinion. are the persons to whom the landli should be glven
~iSOb"i namely, the natives of that country. And I shall show 
o~~~: o~ your Lordships that these orders of the court of Directors 
Direct<>rsby "h t t 'h I I 1" b d ~r. Hast- WIt respec 0 1. ese persons were comp ete y (180 eye 
~~rt..::u~- by Mr. Hastings; and that these opinions of his own were 
Ili!,n of completely contradicted by Mr. Hastin!!s in a thousand 
liS own • d h . . ~ h I fi d 

opinions. lUstauces; au t at III every (Inc Instance were n 1\ 
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contradiction to those opinions, I find a sum of money paid IGFEI). ~700. 
~~~~~! ~~ 

The court of Director~, above all, establish this as an R:!f~~r;' .. r_ 
universlll rule-that no payment, of any sort or kind, shall men~ ~ be 

be exacte(l from the persons holding the Ilmds, whether you ;~~d ~\iat .. 
11 h 1:'. hIlI h . d exprrssed 1i1 ca t em larmcra or w et ler you ca t em zamlll art', or the r,rant.s 

hy w hatcycr name or description they are to he known- of t 1e lands. 
th:\t no payment shall be asked or uemanded of them, upon 
any account or pretence whatsoever, other than that which 
is exprcssed in the decd or instrument by which they hold 
thofe lands. The court of Dircctors ordered another thing, ta~! ~h'~~\d 
too,-that, in the letting of the lands, wherever these persons ~~~~~1 
who were called zamindars were dispossessed of those lands, ' . 
the f.·um should be diviued into smaller proportions, and that 
no farm should be above IO,OOOL, or one lac of rupees, 
unless it was let to the hereditary zamindar. They directed, Aband that no 

nya 
further, that no banya of any European shouhl have any shonld be 

I . h I I' hId' h d'ffi concerned conecrn W latever Wlt t Ie ettmg t e an s In tel erent in letting 
provinces. I state this to your Lordships, because I will the lands. 
show that money was taken, more than was mentioned in Breach of 
the instrument by which they held the lands,-because I the orders. 
will show that every man who gave a present to Mr. Hast-
ings, 80 far from having a farm of only one lac, had it to the 
amount of thirty, forty, some even, 1 believe, to nearly the 
amount of fifty, lacs. 

The court of Directors further declared that they were Td!,e here-
• 11 f .. h Ii h fi d h ,torv za.. uDlversa y 0 0plOlOn t at, or every reason, t e t nn t e IDi.ndars 

proper persons to hold the lands, and to pay the revenue to :\I~~:::~!t 
the East India Company, were these persons who are com_landholders. 
mODly known by the name of the hereditary zamindars; 
and they directed that, wherever it could be done, the here-
ditary zamindar should be the person who should farm the 
land from the East India Company. It was impossible that, The I'mt to 

t h d· 1: t h' 1 h h Id ]" . be modcratl'. ate IS ancc a W lC 1 t ey were, t ey cou l Irect POSl-

th'ely and specifically what was the rent or revenue which 
was to be paid for those lands, but they directed, in the 
lUost specific terms, tllat the rent or revenue that ehould be 
paid by those lleople should be moderate. There was a dis-
cUl;sion in the Council nt Bengal, as well as at home, ail to 
what ought to be the tenus of the tenure. The Directors 
said, "'Ve have not made up our minds yet whether we Zaminrlar 
shall let the land upon a perpetual tenure, or on nn annual ~?:t~~ in 
tenure, or any term of years; but this we positively direct, ~;;~~~~of 
that, wherever a zamindar pays his revenue to government 
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16 F~1790. regularly, no. increase be demanded of him upon any 
account or pretence whatever; that he be allowed to hold 
and enjoy his estate or his farm; that he be allowed to enjoy 
the profit of his revenue; even if his lease be, in appear~ 
ance, only annual, yet, if he be regular and punctual in his 
paymeJ;l.t, that he shall have it equivalent to a perpetual 
lease-not a perpetual lease in law, hut he shall not be 
turned out."· 

Such are the orders of the court of Directors upon that 
subject,-orders from which they never deviate,-orders 
from which it is impossible that men could deviate, who had 
the good government of the country in view. Mr. Hastings 

!dr. ;H",!t-. himself was not behind hand with the court of Directors in 
mg. oplUlOn h .. Ii h l' . I II in f~vour of t ese oplDlons, or e exp IClt y te s us
zamuldars. 

" [The cultivation would more be likely to be ] encouraged; they have a. 
perpetual interest in the country; their inheritance cannot be removed; 
they are the proprietors of the lands, which are their estate and their 
inheritance. From a long continuance in their families [it is to bo 
concluded they have rivetted an authority in the wstl'ict, acquired 
an ascendimcy over the minds of the ryotts, and) ingratiated their 
alfections. "t 

Hi~ 0t~!nion Then follow the opinions of Mr. Hastingd with respect to 
r~~ fan'dfto farmers,-
farm. 

" A farmer who holds his farm for one year only, having no interest 
in the next, [tak.es what he can with the hand of rigour, which, even in 
the execution of legal claims, is often equivalent to violence. He is 
under the necessity of being rigid and even cruel, for what is left in 
arrear after the expiration of his power is at best a doubtful de'lt, if 
ever recoverable. He will be tempted to e.'Cceed the bounds of right 
and to augment his income by ilTegular exactions, and by racking thc 
tenants, for which pretenoes will not be wanting] where the farms pass 
annually from one hand to another."! 

Such were Mr. Hastings' opinions with rcspect to letting 
the land to the hereditaryzamindars,-such his opinions 
with respect to the· mischief that accrued from letting them 
to farmers. 

... The above is the substance of the 15th paragraph of a letter from the 
court of Directors to the Governor General aud Council of Calcntta, dated 
5th February, 1777.-,Printed in the Appendix to the U Minutes of the 
Evidence," p. 642. . 

t See letter from the Governor General and Council at Calcutta to the 
court of Directors, dated 3rd November, 1772, paragraphs 2lI and 23.-Printed 
in the Appendix to the Evidence, p. 663. 

t Extract from consultation of the Board of Calcutta, 14 May, 1772.
Printed in the "lIIinutes of the Evidence," p. 11771 and Appendix, p. 668. 
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I state these principles of Mr. Hastings, because I willIG FBB.1790. 

show your J.ordships that the principal zamindaries of Ben- Th~ ;;;;hl

gal were let to farmers,-that they were ruined by the ~:~~ let to 
oppression of tbe farmers: and I will show you that there Money paid 

f f th r. M to Mr.H ... t-were payments 0 moneys rom ese larmel'S to r. ings by the 
Hastings- farmers. 

Mr. Hastings has sbown the court of Direct~rs, also, all pangeVrom 

the dangers which I need not state: he bas shown the ;~~~d~;o::,s 
dangers which follow from various innovations and changes. ~~~~::"e re
I quoted his own words, sometime ago, upon that subject, &~iRf~~ont 
when be says that the innovations proceeding from these Hastings. 

causes had created a rooted dislike in the minds of the people. 
lIe went further, for he warned his masters particularly 
ngainst this :-" Be upon your guard against any pretended 
increase of revenue, for be sure that, so certain as any plan 
is offered for your consideration which purports to be a plan 
for the increase of your revenue and the diminution of your 
expense, so sure and certain that plan will turn out a dimi-
nution of revenue and an increase of expense." 

I stnte thnt to your Lordships, becauseI will show you that Innovatiolls 

Mr. Hastings himself made those innovations which he had ~..!!rl;!''8. 
deprecated. I wiI) show you, by and by, that Mr. Hastings, 
upon those very pretences which he had declared against, made 
tbose very innovations which he had deprecated; and I will tllh[adc for 

h h h ·· d r. d epurp08c s OW you t at t ose mnovatIons were not ma e lor any goo !,f 0011"",-.1-

lmrpose, but purely for the purpose of concealing money when ~fgm~'::ts 
t:1ken, and of facilitating the mode of taking it I will show 
you, too, that Mr. Hastings was no false -prophet when he 
stated that a plan, wLieT. pretended to be an increase of col-
lection, would really be a diminution of collection an(l an Diminution 
. f Ii I ill h h b- of re\"cnllc mcrease 0 expense; or w _ 8 ow you t at IS own SU~ICllt 
plan, which he introduced upon these pretences, was at- ~~in;';' 
tended with those very consequences which he himself had plan •• 

foreseen. And I sball leave it upon that, and upon other I~~lr~t 
things which I have to. state to your ~ordships, whether ~=~~ 
1\ plan so formed,-whether a plan so mtroduced,-could 
be intr~dueed for any other llurposes than. the purposes of 
corruption. _ 

Haling said 80 much with respect to the preliminary ~r.IJ~t.: 
duties imposed upon :Mr. Hastings, the next thing that I ~~');7?~~lOn 
lla\"e to state to your Lordships is, the opinion that was ;~fis;:: 
gi\"en by Mr. Hastings, in the year 1772, with respect to the ~c~ar 
administration of the revenue by this or that particular body 0 lee. 

of men. 
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10 FED,l7U~. I should S:lY. that, previous to the year 1772, the Board 
Abolition of of revenue pl·incipal1y resided at Moorshedabad and nt 
Hoa.rds of Patna, consisting of two Boards. In the year 1772, Mr. 
)'evenue at H . h·· ·bl h h l\Ioor.he,l· astmgs, aware t at It was ImposSI e t at t e supreme 
p~t~:.nd administration could know anything at aU of the revenue, 

while it continued administered by two Boards under them, 
Tbeir po,vcr abolished those two Boards, and vested the ultimat.e and 
t];!t:t~~~me supreme superintendence and control of the revenue in the 
~~~~i:! supreme Board a~ Calcutta. His rell.Sons for it I shall now 
His reasons. state. Mr. Hastmgs says that,-

" The re,'enue is beyond all question the first object of government, 
that on which all the rest depend, and to which every other should be 
made subservient. There must be a controlling power in this depart
ment,"-meaning the department at Calcutta,-" it cannot be partially 
delegated; but, in whatever hands it is lodged, it must be absolute and 
independent. But the superior Council, which, is constitutionally tbe 
controlling power, [having no cognizance nor connection with the in
ferior department, can have no knowledge of what is transacted, but 
from the information of the Board of revenue, which, however fair and 
impartial, cannot Jlossibly convey that intimate intelligence which arises 
from daily practice and a direct commuilication with the servants of the 
revenue. Without such an intelligence what authority can the admi
nistration possess in the affairs of the collections, or with whllt confi
dence can they issue any orders for their improvement, impressed as 
they must be with the consciousness that they are but imperfect judges 
of matters on which they dictate to others better informed? In effect 
all authority and command will rest with the Board of revenue."] 

Purport of These opinions of Mr. HlI.Stings go to this, that the su
tl:~t~i~ton preme Board at Bengal is intimately connected with the 
tbcrs of administration of it.s revenue; that it cannot be partially 
t e revenno did th· b· B d b d· cannot e egate; at It cannot e put III a oar su or mate to 
~:l:~~!d hy that. The moment you put it in a Board subordinate to that, 
~~~dPremc that moment you invest all power and authority in the 

. Board of revenue. If the superior administration is par-
tillIIy delegated it must rest in absolute, total and complete, 

Measnres ignorance. I shall show your Lordships that, in the year 
~7~~nb~\lr. 1781, Mr. Hastings did delegate that which he saideonld not 
H.8ti~l!1'" in be partially delegated; that, in 1781, Mr. Hastings threw 
oPPosItion I bl· d h f h d .. . to ,tl!eso t mt mover t e eyes 0 t e supreme a mmlstratlOn, 
opullon.. whicll, he says, necessarily must be thrown over the eyes of 

the supreme administration, the moment you delegate t.he 
revenue. Instead of that easy and gradual change which 

.. Minute of (/ommittcil of the Council cf Calcutta, 28th July 1772.
Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1178. 
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Mr. Hastings was ordered to make, and which he had pro- IGFEB.1790. 

fessed it absolutely necessary to make, Mr. Hastings comes I):is suppros-

B d h 9h fF' b ... d' h slOnofLhc to the oar on t e toe ruary, 11 81, an lD a sort control OV_I' 

• t th t h' h h h ddt d f the coHee-mmu e, upon e pre ence, W IC e a epreca e , 0 tion" in the 

saving expense and increasing the collections, at once auo- ~~;~t! 
lishes the whole administration of the revenue in Bengal.' . 
I will filhow your Lordships, by and by, why it was neces- His "ssign
sary that he should so abolish it. He abolishes the whole men~o.f the 

.. . f h . B 1 h· h admllllstl'a-admIDlstratIon 0 t e revenue lD enga; e ,'ests t e whole tion of the 

d .. . f 't' hId· f fi' 1 I revenuc to a a mlDlstratlOn 0 1 lD t elan s 0 our gent emen namel Boar(l 

by himself. He not only does thnt, but he takes that very 1:~~s~1lY 
step which, in the year 1772, he had declared must neces-
sarily and inevitably keep the Council in ignorance I 

Your Lordships will find in the seventh Article of this Rcfmnceto 

charge-I have a right to go into any part of the Articles, :~~~~~ th' 
and you will see that I am now connecting IJart of the c\1~rgc. c 

seventh Article of the charge with a part of the present-
your Lordships will see that Mr. Hasting3 is charged with Corrupt 

Laving, for corrupt purposes, abolished the provincial COUll- ~~~\\~~f;~ 
cils. If I was to go no further than to state that he has Ic~l'OVin~'ilil 

b I· h d h ., I C . '1 h' I I onllcds. a 0 IS ~ t e proVlDCla ounel s upon pretences w IC 1 Ie 
had disclaimed-that he has abolished the provincial Coun-
cils in contradiction to every order of his masters, and every 
opinion of his own--your Lordships would, from this cir
cumstance alone, infer the corruption; hut I shall not leave 
it there. Having thus vested the whole administration of Chal'actcl' of 

the revenue, by one short minute, in: the hands of foul' gen- th: :r~dd 
tIemen, I shall state to your Lordships what sort of nn ~~ tli~~ e 
administration it was that he ordained for this govern;;. 
ment; If I can prove that, in the course of the administra-
tion of these revenues, Mr. Hastings established a govern-
ment which he knew, himself, to be wenk, wicked nnd in. 
efficient, that he vested the whole power of the "revellues of 
that country in the hands of a person concerned in taking 
bribes for himself, your Lordships will easily infer that that 
was the original cause why this change and alteration was 
made. 

The four persons that he named for the administration of Names of 

tIle revenue were a Mr. Anderson, Mr. Crofts, Mr. Shore r.',~m;Oe;d~f 
and Mr. Chartres. About Mr; Anderson I shall say ex- Mr. Ander

tremely little. Mi'. Anderson was specially selected by ~~'i:/:
Mr. Hastings, because he was supposed to possess singular =~~: ~r 
and particular skill in the revenues of that country: that was rcvenue. 

the cause Mr. Hastings assigned why he placed Mr. Ander'" 
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16FIlD.1790; son, a young 'man, at the "head of that mighty Board which 
- was vested with the sole, complete and peliect, administra

He in... tion of the revenues of Bengal. Yet the very first act of 
moved by Mr. Hastings. was to. take away that very, Mr. Anderson1 
~~;.Hast. who was put at the head <>f the Board' for his skill, and to 

send him upon a deputation out of the previnces; so that; 
whatever ability Mr. Anderson might possess, that ability; 
which was the reason for putting him there, furnished. 
Mr. Hastings with another pretence for taking him away 
from the Board at which he had placed him; He was in: 
t.hat Boara. four years; during that four years Mr. Hastings 

M.". Crofts allowed him to sit forty~four days. . With respect to 
connected Mr. Crofts, I shall show that he was connected' intimately 
with Mr. 
Hastings. with Mr. Hastings, and was the medium. through which 
Opinion of It great. deal . of money was received. Of the other two
~':uo~her gentlemen I do not say anything; I know nothing of them~ 
that\~~~ I dare say they were very fit for the situations in which 
were unable hId b I hall h . L' d ·h· J to execute t ey were pace; ut s s ow your. or SIpS t Jatl 

~~;tr,X\l'~r according to their own opinions, it was utterly impossible 
thcm. that any men could be fit for them, for l\fr: Hasting~ had 

vested in them a power whioh it was perfectly impossible 
that they could execute. I will show to your Lordships 

Statemcnt what this Board was that Mr. Hastings established. Mr. An
~f Mr. ttt dersoD, who was selected for his peculiar skill in the revenue, 
t1~~~o~or~a shall tell you what he has told us already in the House of 
tools in the C II h Id . J!.. • h M Sh hand of the OmmODS. - e as to us, ID CODJormIty WIt r. ore, 
rliwan. who acted long at the head of it, that to say they did their 

business-to say. that they could do their bnsiness~was idle 
folly and nonsense i get through it they did,-":'do it they 
could not i-that, be they ,vhat they may-:-be they the best 
intentioned, the best $killed and,the most industrious, men 
in the whole province of Bengal-they 'were tools ill the 

St t t 
hands of the diwnn. I shull read to your Lordships what 

n=@ • 
of Mr. Shore Mr. Shore says, and what Mr. Anderson, III the House of 
~;nA~~X~. Commons, confirmed. With respect to that business, he 
derson. says,-

"With respect to the present c(lmmittee, it is morally impossible for 
them to execute the business they are entrusted with; they are vested 
with the general controul, [aniJ. they have an executive authority larger 
than ever was before given to any Board or body of men. They may 
and must get through the business; but to prdend to assert that they 
really execute it would be folly and fulsehood. 

" The grand object of the natives is to acquire independent controul, 
and fOf many years they. have pursued this with wonderful art. '1'he 
farmel·' and zemindD~s und,er the' cO!llmittee. prosecute the same plan; 
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and have ready objections to anything that has the least appearance of 16 F1m.l'i90. 
restriction. all controul remo\-ed, they can plunder as they please. -

.. The committee must have a dewan or executive officer, call him by 
what name you please. This man, in fact, has all the re\-enue paid at 
the presidency at his disposal, and can, if he has any abilities, bring all 
the renters under contribution. It is little advantage to restrain the 
colnmittee themselves from bribery or corruption, when their executh'e 
(lfficer has the power of] practising both undetected." '* 

I desire your Lordships to a.ttend to this :-Mr. Shore and 
Mr. Anderson tell you, that to pretend that the committee 
coulJ. do their business was folly and falsehood; that the whole 
revenue was n€ the dispos:ll of the diwan; that they were 
blind instruments in hlil hands.-he could do with them what 
be pleased; he could put all the renters under contribution; 
he knows the secret resources, the hopes and fears, of aU the 
zlUnin.lal"lJ;-he is everything and the committee nothing. 

Here begins what will open to your Lordships the CO!Tlltj Pt r-• l' h lb' 11 his d th mo ve 0 m:UlDer In w lJC mean to rmg a t roun to e Mr. B ... t-

1 f . . ,t" H' I h h in"" in ests-
C large 0 corruptIon ag:unst ALr. astmgs. av~ sown bllshil)g til .. 

you that he abolished 1\ govel"Dment of local control, that he commlttet>. 

abolished a government that carried publicity upon the f.'\ce 
of it. I .have shown to your Lordships that, in the opinion 
of this new committee themselves, they were mere blind 
instruments in the hand of their diwan; and I think it 
fair reason to infer, when Mr. Hastings had violated so 
many duties that were imposed upon him by the laws of his 
country, the orders of hlil masters and his own opinions, for 
tbe purpose of establishing a government that were tools in 
the hands of the diwan,-I think it is fair inference, that the 
nboli~bing onc and establishing tbc other could be done for 
no good purpose; because the only purpose. for which it was 
pretenaed to be done, was Do purpose Mr. Hastings had 
llimself condemned and deprecnted. . 

This brings mc to state to your Lordships who this diwan T~e"p' 
wa..~ in whom Mr. Hastings put the whole disposal of the :.1'.i'it;:.~t 
rcvenues,-that it was no other tban Gunga Govind Sing, i~~;: Go

who was the person that took every bribe which Mr. Hast- vind.Sin[lt, 
. . d Ii h . F I J'<.'C ....... ror mgs receive rom t e prOVlDCes. or shalt not only ~Ir. ,B~bes. 
prove that Mr. Hastings placed the whole authority in the Ingl) bn 

hands of Gunga Govind Sing, by the confession of the com-
mittee themselves, but I shall prove,· from tbe confession 

• "Remarks on the l[OOe of administering justire to tlIe Natives in Bengal, 
and on the CoJk>ction of the Revenue," by John Shore.-Art. 3rd.-Prinled in 
Ihe .. Minutes of the EvicWnCf," p. 1280. 
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16 FBB.1190. of another of Mr. Hastings' agents, Mr. Larkins, that he, 
- who the committee tell you could lay the renters under 

what conh'ilmtions he plea.."Cd, and that the committee were 
tooh in his hands,-that he was the person who received 
presents for Mr. Hastings.. Then it is Lut a sllOrt inference 
-1 am sure it is a true one-that all this arrangement Wad 

taken, all these duties "iolatcd, for the purpose of putting 
Gunga GOl'ind Sing, his own receh'er of bribes, into tllat 
situation. 

~:=:er hIt "h'i~ bGe necessG"ar~ ~dorSl~e to state tdo yohur Lord"!liP
I 

s 
of(:un~ w 0 t B unga ovm 109 was; an , w en my rIg 1t 
GonudSmg. honoumble fl'iend told you, in his opening speech, that it 

PI ... t""t 
llr. Hast
inJ!,':Swas 
bmorantor 
bis character. 

was a name at which all India turned pale, he did not 
exnggemte: he told that which e\"ery man who come!l' to 
your Lord"hips' bar will tell YOll,-that if there was eycr a 
man who was hated, feared and. d~pised, by all the nntiyC3 
in India, it was that Gunga Govind Sing: and this man, so 
bated, feared and despised, by every good man, is he whom 
1Ill-. Hnstings selected to put at the head of this re\'enue 
Board [ who were] to be tools in his hand; he employed 
this man, I shall show, to receive bribes for 11imself. 

nut, it may be said, Mr. Hastings did not know Gunga 
Govind Sing. It would be difficult to persuade me that 
Mr. Hastings bad been ten years Governor General of Indin, 
and that he did not know the most notorions chamcter in it. 
If be did not know bim, it was bis duty to inquire into his 
d1ameter before he placed him in that important office. nut 

His previous he did J..-now him: he had been formerly in a situation under 
~~i~ the Company; he had been employed as diwan to the 
~~e~w:.? of provincial Council, the committee of Calcutta: from that 
~~: situation he was dismissed with disgrace. Notwithstanding 

C bis being dismissed with disgrace from that situation, the 
moment Colonel Monson died. :Mr. Hastings put Gunga 
Govind Sing again into office. His masters, the court of 
Directors, condemn him for it. They tell him, .. 'Vhether 
your plan was right or wrong we do not care, but for the 
office of the bead of the committee Gunga Govind Sing is 
an improper person, because be was dismissed from the 
Calcutta committee." The answer that he makes to that 
condemnation of his masters is. to put this man, instead of 
being diwan to the Calcutta committee, at tbe head of the 
whole revenue presidency. ... 

D~nssion 
3t the ~ Concerning his dimissal from the committee nt Calcutta 
""'pectmg there was a good. deal of discussion at the Board. General 
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Clavering and Colonel1\l0nson, expressly declare that they 16 FED. 1790. 

heard nIl over Calcutta that he was the worst character in His m;:-
the country. Mr. Barwell says, _ _ missal • 

.. It ia true I never heard any man speak well of him, but he is not 
pro\'ed to be guilty, and, therefore, I shall take his character to be good." 

Then comes 1\Ir. Hastings and agrees with his friend Mr. 
B:lrwell,-

" It it true I never heard a man speak well of him; I have heard 
nati,'es-I have ht'ard Europeans- speak of him, but in this point they 
all agree, that he is the most infamous man breathing; it is true they 
have not told us specific facts. " 
And your Lordships know that, if I was giving evidence 
of B person's general character, I should not be permitted to 
go into specific facts. Then 1\Ir. Hastings knew perfectly ~~ Hast· 
that this man's general character was notorious. He docs not ~hi:~:;;:' 
pretend to defend him upon that occasion; he says,- ter.Cila.rac-

.. He neither has a friend among the natives who are about me, nor 
has he a friend among the Europeans who are about me; I never heBl'd 

_ any man Illeak well of him, but I never heard any man doubt of his 
abilities." 

No Dlore do I! I doubt not the abilities of Gunga Govind 
Sing. It was because he had abilities that he was selected 
by Mr. Hastings for that great and that important situation; 
it was because he had these abilities, described by Mr. Shore, 
of finding out the secret resources of every renter in the 
country, that he is again I>laced in that high and important 
E'ituation. It is not for his want of talents that I blame Mr. 
Hastings; but I blnme him for having put [into that situa
tion] a person of infamous character, even [though] possessed 
of g1'eat and splendid talents. The greater his talents the 
greater the mischief, when placed in a. situation that he 
could ravage the whole country, at his pleasure, as I shall 
show your Lordships that that country was ravaged, under 
the administration of Gunga Govind Sing and Mr. Hastings. 

Now I have stated what I had to say with respect to the 
appointment of that committee; I have shown your Lord
ships the destruction of one establishment; I have shown 
you the appointment of another; but I shall go further, and Ifnetllih,cien~ 

t nl h h · I . . f h' 0 eoom no 0 y s ow you t at, m tIe op1Dlon 0 t IS very man mitteeof 
h • t1..· h" f revenue. 

\V 0 wns m uat government, t 1S commlttee 0 revenue-as 
it is called--was inefficient, weak and futile, but I shall 
show you, that in the opinion of llr. Hastings himself, 
tllll.t government which he established was effective to no 
one good purpose under the SUD; for I slmll show you that, 
in the course of the ;year 1783, in consequence of the oppres-

VOL. U. l' 
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.16 FBB.1790:sions of a mlln of whom your Lordships will hear more 
Opl)'lI98ions than a little,-of the name of Deby Sing,-in consequence 
Srng~hY of the oppressions of that man, which Mr. Hastings' cor-

rupt system had occasioned, a vast body of evidence of 
great oppression, committed in different parts ofthe country, 
was laid upon the table. A Mr. Goodlad was a little in
volved in the accusation, as well as Deby Sing; and, upon 
the trial of Mr. Goodlad, 'Mr. Hastings himself says,-

Mr. Hast. " I so well know the abilities and the character of this Deby Sing, that 
inllJ:'. ayowal I conceive it possible that he should commit e\'ery enormity laid to his 
~~inl~~l~f charge, and yet, at the same time, that it might be concealed from 
him. Mr. Goodlad, who was there." 

Reflection Now apply this to Mr. Hastings' system. 'What was tIle 
~s~;:' os- system which he had established, by which, according to his 
t~~I:r~_bY own confession, a province might be ravaged, a people pIun
ings, dered and driven to rebellion, without an English officer, 

who was in the province, knowing anything about it? Such, 
however, was the system of intricacy and darkness that 
Mr. Hastings established, in defiance of a system of clear
ness and of light which had been established previous to that 
time. That was his own opinion of his own system: and I 
ask your Lordships, is it possible a man could, for any 
good purpose, appoint a system of government of which he has 
declared he had such an opinion ?-that a great province, as 
large as the county of York, should be plundered from end 
to end, that the people should be driven out of the coun
try, and the greatest cruelties and massacres he committed 
in it, and yet that a person high in office, who resided in the 
province, should be ignorant of it ? And this is the system 
which you are desired to believe was established by Mr. 
Hastings for good purposes ! 

Proceedings There are a number of officer;; \VIlO are known by the 
of the pro-
vincial name of provincial diwans, in that country. The first act 
diwans. of Mr. Hastings' new administration was this,-and I shall 

Thepl'llC
tice or unit-

~~tc~"or 
tarmerand 
dhvan. 

charge Mr. Hastings, and shall state soon why I charge 
Mr. Hastings, with the acts of that committee,-the first 
step of their proceeding was, in a ,'ariety of instances, to join 
the office of farmer and diwan - that is to say, join tlle 
office of farmer and check upon the farmer together; and I 
shall show to your LordslJips that, in every in'stance where 
farmers and the check were joined in one person, :Mr. Hast
ings received a sum of money. And then 8haJl I be asked 
whether Mr. Hastings established this government for these 
purposes ?-shaQ. I not immediately be told it is impossible 

\ 
\ 
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that any man could have acted so,-it is impossible that any 16 FBB.I790. 

man could have been so inconsistent with common sense as to -
do all this,-unless he had done it for purposes of corruption? 

I shall be able to prove what I have quoted of Mr. Hast- A govern-
. , .. h f D b S' th h· meutofcon-lOgs OpInIOn upon t e case 0 e y mg, at IS govern- cealment 

ment, whatever merit it might have had, had at least this ~:R,~:ffed 
demerit,-that it was a government where the greatest enor- fJ':r. Hast
mities might be concealed; and I charge Mr. Hastings with 
having appointed a government of concealment for the 
purpose of concealing his own corruption. I shall show No saving of 

your Lordships that it was not attended even with that ~~~r:3 by 

miserable advantage which Mr. Hastings said it would be it. 
attended with; for I shall show that, so far from saving ex-
pense, it was a prodigious increase of expense-very near in 
the ratio of three to two. 

My Lords, these are not opinions of my own merely; 
these are not opinions upon. which any man can doubt who 
has ever looked into the papers I shall have' the honour to 
Jay before you. They are the opinions of all your governors 
at home j they are the opinions of all your governors 
ab,oad j and I shall show you what has been the opinion of 
high authority with respect to this pIau :-

" On reviewing the conduct of our revenue department for some 
years past • . • • . • . • . . 
at more than double of what they had been in the year 1766."· 

Then away flies that miserable pretence of its being a saving 
plan, if I should show to your Lordships that it was an op-
pressive plan: even that pretence of saving is gone and fled: 
and what are you to think of that establishment, now, when 
it increases every expense of the whole country,-when the 
expense of collecting the revenue stands at double what it Corrupt 

was before, under the old government? If I should state :~!t'irs~~ng 
no more than what I have stated, would not your Lordships t~.:i'Crovin
instantly come to this conclusion,-that it was for corrupt ~iIs. oun

purposes that the provincial Councils were established,-that 
it WM for corrupt purposes that these tools were put into the 
hands of Gunga Govind Sing, and that Gunga Govind Sing 
was invested with the whole management of the revenues 
of Bengal? 

Having stated so much to your Lordships upon these Treatment 

b· ts h . '11 b h h G G' d of the comSU ~ec J t e next pomt WI e to s ow ow unga OVID mittee of 

• The paper referred to has not been found. 
p2 
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16 FEB. 1790. Sing and Mr. Hastings used the eommittee itself. .And I 
revenue by now come to state explicitly to you tbat the first acts of that 
~~~~:';".:- committee ;-God kno\vs, I cbarge not the committee, for 
~~d~~~ tGbey. stdatSe . themsbelves hto fibe tools in

f 
tGhe hand

G
:! o~ dGuS~ga 

Presents 1'" ovm mg;- ut t erst acts 0 unga OVID mg 
ceivedfrtom and Mr, Hastings were these,-to let the province of Behar 
person. ° f h . f K 11· h'd M H . whom the to a person 0 t e name 0 e eram, w 0 pal r. astmgs 
~~~~~~!~~ 40,OOOl.; to let tbe province of Rajeshaye to a miscreant of 
let, the name of Nundulul, wbo gave to Mr. Hastings 6,0001. ; 

to let the province of Dinagepore to a person of the name of 
Deby Sing, from which province, but from what person I 
cannot say, Mr. Hastings took 40,0001. I shall also state 
to your Lordships tbat he let the province of Burdwan to a 
person of the name of Nobkissin, from whom he afterwards 
received 30,0001. I shall also state to your Lordships that 
he let the province of ~ uddea, under the administration of 
this committee, to the. Raja himself, from whom he took 
15,0001. These are the acts which were the immediate con
sequences following upon this committee; this was the 
consequence of this new change in thc administration of the 
revenue; these are the purposes for which Gunga Goviml 
Sing was employed! Your Lordships will now, I hOlle, do 
me the justice to say that it was not for the snke of wand
ering into extraneous matter that I found it necessary to 
state all the variations which have been practised in the col
lection of the revenue, for they are not only extremely rele
vant to aggravate the criminality of this charge and to show 
how this cOl'ruption was carried on, but they are, in them-

. selves, direct substantive charges before your Lordships. 
Infamous About the middle of the year 1780, there was a person, 
~~=.Of of the name of Kelleram, who was in confinement in a gaol 

near Patna for a balance that was owing to the Company. 
This man, I shall prove to your Lordships, was of the most 
notorious character in the whole country of Behar. He was 
a person detested by his own family, detested by everyone 
who kne\v him, and a person that had suffered the greatest 
disgrace which c~uld befall an Hindu-he had lost his caste; 
and I cannot state his character in stronger words than as 
he is stated in one of the papers before me by one of his 
relations,-CI he is a character that is not to be found in 
Hindu or English book; his wickedness is proverbial:' 

Mr. Hast. 
iultS&ware 
of-his chao 
racter. 

But, however, such as his character was, he was actually in 
gaol I shall show that Mr. Hastings was not ignorant of 
the character of that roan. In the year 1780, a letter is 
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received by the provincial Council at Patna, desiring that 16 FED.l790. 

Kellcram may come down immediately to Calcutta. Upon -
the receipt of that letter there is a division in the provincial • 
Uouncil with respect to the propriety of his going down, and 
those who oppose his going down state, it is impossible that 
Mr. Hastings could order Kellemm down to Calcutta if he 
kne\v he was actually in con.finement for a balance. But, 
however, it was carried, ami down he went. The Council 
had made an annual settlement, at the rate of about between 
32 and 33 lacs a year. They had made t11at settlement with 
the inferior renter and the inferior zamindar. I shall show The pro-

L dhi h 1 f I th 
vince of 

your or s pS t at t lat sum 0 32 acs, so put ere, was Behar let to 
equivalent to the offer, accepted by :Mr. Hastings, of 34 lacs ~':ll~:.".,: 
from this Kelleram. :6ut, when Mr. Hastings ~ets Kelleram ~~11r::''ill; 
to Calcutta, all at once, he lets the whole provmce of Behar of 40.0001. 

for 34 lacs, and secretly and privately takes from him a 
present of four lacs for himsel£ To have done this under 
the old administration was impossible. 

Just about the time of the change,-and, proba.bly, it was 
one of the great reasons that led him to make that change,-
he receives this 40,OOOl from Kelleram. He conceals it from Conceal· 

II k• d d h' d' d d'd ment of the n man 'm ; an IS name was not Iscovere, nor I we present. 

know till we came to examine :?ifr, Anderi!on at our bar, 
from whom this money was taken ;-so secret was :Mr. Hast-
inO"s in it! I shall prove that :Mr. Hastings knew Kelleram 
to be a person ?f the most infa~ous c~arac,ter. I shall prove !!~ !~~
thaI. Mr, Hastmgs knew that., m lettlOg It to Kelleram, he sc= his 

contradicted everyone of his own principles, for he was no :wn prin-
, 'd I d' d f h' ciples by tho nabve zamm ar; Ie contra Icte eveJ;y one 0 IS own appoint-

principles, for he let the whole country to him, He put ment. 

him into the kingdom of Behar, as it were, a sort of middle 
man between the government and the zamindars, and 
invested him with an authority which is often abused in 
the hands of good men, but impossible to be otherwise by 
blld meu, 

The first act was to appoint Gunga Govind Sing as ~undgsS' Go-

d' t h C il h' h . f: k' VlU mg lwan 0 t e revenue ounc ; w IC was, 1D act, rna 'lOg th~ accom-

the Council a tool in his hand, The next act of his admi- \{~ll"e~, 
nistration was to place this miscreant, Kelleram, a check 
upon himself, in the character of diwan; and, in the character 
of diwan, he was to check and do away those oppre~sions 
which he himself was to commit in the character of farmer, 
Ovcr this farmer-whom Mr. Hastings has stated to be 
unJcr the necessity of being l'igid and even cruel-over tl.lis 
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16 FBB.l'T90. cruel and rigid farmer is that very farmer, in another narue, 
- put, to check those evils he himself was to create. 'Whether 

• that is possible to be done from good motives, or whether 
the corruption and the pecuniary receipt was not the cause, 
I shall leave your Lordships to determine. 

Astonish- I shall prove at your Lordships' bar what impression this 
ment of the d h' d f h I h . h d h people .. ~ ma e upon t e mm sot e peop e,- ow astows e t ey 
::n~Pgfomt- were that Mr. Hastings should rake into their gaols in order 
Kelleram. to select a person so to lord it over them, and that he should 

withdraw from that person every check and control It was 
forcibly described by one of the witnesses at the bar of the 
House of Commons, and, no doubt, he will describe it to 
your Lordships as he did to us. When he was asked what 
impression' the introduction of Kelleram into that high 
authority made upon the province, he said,- ,. they dreaded 
it worse than a Mahratta invasion."· Such was the impres
sion that this act did produce, which Mr. Hastings tells you 
was for the benefit of the India Company , Was it for the 
benefit of the India Company that 40,OOOL should be put 
into the pocket of Mr. Hastings ? Was it for the benefit of 
the India Company that persons should be put to command 
in their provinces who were dreaded worse than the terrible 
and destructive invasion of a Mahratta army? 

Opp~siol1s But I shall show your Lordships that this man, so put, 
l'l.ill:':.bY used his power as such a man naturally would use his power; 

that he ravaged and depopulated the whole country; that he 
was guilty of every species of oppression; that the revenue 
fell off, the people were unhappy, the country was deso
lated, and that all was misery around him. Then shall I be 
told,-" all this I did for the advantage of the India 
Company?" 

~elfish ob- Will not your Lordships conclude, with me, that the 
leots of Mr. •• I C il b l' h d h G G' d S· Hastings. prOVInCIa ounc s were It 0 IS e , t at unga OVIn lUg 

was appointed, for the sake of facilitating these receipts? 
Will not your Lordships agree with me that the money was 
the motive for placing Kelleram there 1 'Will not your 
Lordships agree with me that it is the greatest and grossest 
aggravation that can attend any crime of this nature, that 
for that money he Bold It province, and for that money given 
to Mr. Hastings your people were plundered? 

.. The witness referred to' was Mr. Young; member of the provincial 
Council of Behar. The question was repeated to him at the trial, but ol\iected 
to by Mr. Hastings' Counsel, and the objection supported by the Court.-See 
.. ;Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1215. . 
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Having proved these facts to your Loruships, and having]6 FEB. 1790. 

l,roved to your Lordbhips that Kelleram fell into great Loss t;;"ihe 
arrears to the East India Company and that, so far from revenue by 

, c: Kelleram's 
paying the revenue he contracted for, that very year he was arrears. 
in arrear to the amount of 70,000/., I shall show that, so far 
from [the arrangement] being of advantage to the revenne, 
even if the money given to Mr. Hastings had been paid to 
the Company, it turned out to be a great loss; for that, that 
very year of his lease, Kelleram was obliged to be turned 
out, at a loss of 70,000/. to the Company. . 

Having shown your Lordships the case of Kelleram, in Case of 

all its extent and in all its enormity, I shall then proceed to Dinagepore. 

lay before you another case which has made a great deal of 
noise in the world,-I mean the case of Dinagepore. The 
case of Dinagepore must be presented to your Lordships in 
a double light. A sum of money was taken from the pro- A slim of 

vince j from whom it was taken I know not: that it was ~;;,eiJ~ell 
tnken, that it was paid to Mr. Hastings through Gunga provmre. 

Govind Sing, I shall prove by the most incontrovertible 
eviuence. I have heard it said, and I believe I have seen it 
in print, that it was taken as a peshcush, or a fine of inves-
titure, as it is called, for the succession of the young Raja of 
Dillagepore. A term of the feudal law of Europe is trans- The sum 

porteel into Bengal, for the purpose of finding a pretence for ~:''d~I~t~f 
this ~um 80 taken. But this I know, my Lords, that, for the

h
Pes1!-db 

h . k fr h . k cuspa.t y 
W :Ltever cause It was ta en, om w omsoever It was ta en, the.yo,wg 

the only story that has been told about it that cannot Raja. 

be true is that one; for I shall shmv to your Lordships that, 
over and above that sum of money, there was a regular 
l)eshcush taken from that young man, that it was regularly 
entered in the accounts of the Company, regularly carried to 
the credit of the Company, totally independent of the sum I 
have stated; so that, howevcr it was taken, from whomsoever 
it was taken, the only account given of it by anybody pre-
tending to be a friend to Mr. Hastings,-that it was taken 
as a peihcush, or fine of investiture, for the young Raja,-is 
the only account, of all the accounts, that cannot by any 
possibility be true. 

This must not only be represented to your Lordships as a Evilconse-

f k . b I hall· h quencesof sum 0 money ta en from a provmce, ut s s ow to raising the 

your Lordships the dreadful and horrible eonsequences which u.~~~~ce. 
followed that sum so taken. I shall show that the debt 
incurred by the country, in consequence of that, afforded an 
excuse for letting loose the grel!otest miscreant in Bengal 
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16 FEB. mo. upon it.. I shall Elhow that the administration of the com
C,!l'~Ullt n,d- mittee of revenue was corrupt: and I do not know how I can 
::J.'~~~~~~.n bettcr show that an administration of a revenue has bcen 
:~~~':.~~ corrupt than hy show ling btl III at it was appliedfito wicked

f 
alnd 

nefarIous purposes. s a show that the rst act 0 t lat 
committee was to employ that person. I shall show you the 
power with which he was invcsted, and the uses of that 
power; and that all this flowed from, and was the dircct 
consequence of, overturning the provincial Councils, und 
the directcollscquence of that bribe which was taken by 
Mr. Hastings from Dinagepore. 

)IIr. Hast- I may be told that Mr. Hastings is not responsible for 
mgsre.'pon· h f h . f h M H . si~le for the t e acts 0 t at commIttce 0 revenue; t at r. astmgs 
:~':ft'~~llie is not responsible for the acts of Deby Sing. I am not pre
province. tending to make Mr. Hastings l;esponsible for the acts of 

Deby Sing, as if Mr. Hastings himself bad literally and 
directly committed ,those ·acts. But I make Mr. Hastings 
l'esponsible for the misgovernment of the province, in the 
appointment of Deby Sing; and I shall give an account of 
Deby Sing before your Lordships, in evidence, in. order to 
show you that the province was misgoverned in the admini
stration of Deby Sing. 

If I was to state that Mr. Hastings had improperlydclegatea 
the authority that was vested in him by the laws of this coun
try to a committce of revenuc, I should say that, whenever a 
man takes to himsclf a legal power and authority, and then 
divests himself of that which is vested in him by law, he may 
fling off the execution of his office, but, by no twist, shift or 
contrivance, can he delegate away that responsibility which 
your Lordships have imposed upon him. He need not do 
the act personally, but, if he does not do the :lct himself, he 
must be responsible for the man who does it, because your 
Lordships ha\'e invested him with a responsibility for the 
good government of that country,-you have invested him 
with special responsibility for the administration of the 
revenue. He has himself declared that it is a trust which 
cannot be partially delegated, and yet .he has, him8elf, 
delegated that trust. But I have not to encounter t.hat 
difficulty, or to press your Lordships with that argument in 

Mr. Hast- this case, for I shall show to your Lordships that :Mr. Has-
ings aware k h D 
of the ap- tings actually new t at eby Sing was appointed to the 
~FiB!'C;nt government of these territories. I shall show your Lordships 
Sillg to the that Mr. Hastings actually knew that every control and check government .-
01' the pro. was withdrawn from Deby Sing. I shall show vour Lord~ 
vinces. ~ J 
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shillS that Mr. H~tings actually kncw of all the prctences 16 FEB. mo. 
which led to thc putting Dcby :::ling into the government of -
these ten·itorics. And if I should do that, it is enough for 
me, whether his delegation was right or wrong: if he knew 
it, and that it was wrong, he ought to ha,'e checked it. 

But I may be told,-" Ah! but he, innocent man, living ~warcofhis 
. C 1 d·d k h· I! I!. h lllramOllS 1R a cutt.'1, 1 not now t e Inlamous, nelanous, c aracter character. 

of' Deby Sing." I shall show your Lordsllips that he did 
know that Deby Sing was every thing that I shall represent 
to you. 1 shall show you that., in the year 1774, Mr. Has-
tings had tried and convicted Deby Sing. I ehall show that 
the crimes of which he convicted him were crimes, of all 
others, which ought to have unfitted him for that grcat 
station in which he placed him. I shall show that, in 1774, 
he tried, convicted and condemned, that very Deby Sing for 
tIle criu:cs of extortion, violence and oppression; and yet, 
after such a knowledge of the man, he places that convicted 
felon, that extortioner, that tyrant, in the government of a 
great and mighty province! In the fUllline in 1777, Deby 
:::ling was the great instrrunent of mischief; Deby Sing 
aggrava.ted all the evils which the wrath of God had inflicted 
upon that unfortunate country. That famine, in which near 
a third of the inhabitants of Bengal perished, was doubly 
aggravated by the rapacity of Deby Sing. Mr. Hastings, 
JJaving tried and convicted him of the crimes I have men-
tioned, after all that, places him in the government of a 
mighty province. Shall I then be told that Mr. Hastings 
is not reeponsible for the acts of that man whom he places, 
knowing him to be infanJous, in a situation of great power 
Ilnd authority, and from whom he withdraws all those checks 
Ilnd controls which are, in the best governments, necessarily 
put upon the best of men "I I shall prove Mr. Hastings 
bimself thought and s.'1id-" I eo well kuow the cllaracter 
and ability of that man who was put into that situation, that 
I believe him capable of committing every enormity laid to 
bis charge, and I believe him not only capable of doing 
it, uut I believe he has the ability to conceal it." Yet, 
Mr. Hastings puts that person in that high situation; and 
then Ehall I be told that it was for any other but wicke<1 
Ilnd corrupt purposes that Mr. Hastings abolishe<1 that good 
government, with all those necessary checks, and established 
this weak and inefficient government, for all the mischiefs 
that attended it? 
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16 FBB 1790. One of the first acts of the committee of revenue was to 
In"";; of inform the infant zamindar of Dinagepore that they meant 
:::i:'':,';, the to have an increase levied upon his territory. They informed 
territory. him that they were determined to make an increase of one lac 

[in his tribute], and a diminution of 50,000 rupees in the 
allowance that was made to him. This infant did not imme
diately comply with their terms. The next day the committee 
met, his servant is told that, instead of the one lac that 
was demanded of him, he must pay two. He tells the Com-

Remon· mittee,-" I will pay two, if you insist upon it; I will sign an 
tt~'il':j~ increase of anything, but I tell you the country cannot afford -

it; I tell you it is impossible to make it good out of the 
country. I tell you that the country is so ruined and ex
hausted that it can afford no increase whatever. However, 
as you insist upon it, have it you must; but you must take 

The Raja 
set aside, 
andDeby 
Sh.g ap
pomted. 

it with my information that the country cannot pay it." 
What does the committee of revenue! That very day 

they accept the propasal of Deby Sing, and turn this unfor
tunate young man out of hig territory, merely because he 
had told them that the country could not afford to pay what 
they demanded; and they let that country to Deby Sing 

!~;~';!'~ that very day. What information had they that the country 
~fthe_ex. could afford to pay it? The only information that lay upon 
t::."':~~t~. their table was this,-a letter from their chief there, Mr. Max-

well, informing the committee that the country had not yet 
recovered from the mischief and the miseries of the famine 
in 1777. With such information before them, they exact an 
increase of 20,000l. Knowing that all the mischiefs of that 
famine were aggravated by this miscreant, Deby Sing, they 
send this miscreant back to that country, in order to complete 
the mischief and ruin he had begun in 1777. Did Mr. Hast
ings know that conduct? I shall show that all the proceed-
ings of the committee were regularly transmitted to him; 
that he knew of that appointment of Deby Sing. Then the 
Raja was in balances to the Company: most unquestionably 
he owed to the government the 8um of 6,300/. So, upon 
pretence of his saying that his country could not pay the 
increase, and upon pretence of this debt of 6,300/., the youug 
infant is turned out of his territory, and this villain Deby 
Sing is placed in the p0ssession of it. 

J:!:is debt oc- Why did that debt accrue? I will tell your Lordships 
~l."en~t~! why:-because Mr. Hastings and Gunga Govind Sing were 
=.,~~ in the private receipts of sums of money out of that country, 
from the

b 
amountin!!, in the whole, to four lacs of rupees, which they 

country 1 ~ 
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had levied upon that country privately. Do your Lordships 16 FBB.mo. 

wonder that, when 40,000/. is plundered from a country by Mr. Hast

Mr. Hastings, the Raja should run 6,0001. in debt to the iugs. 

Company? Ought not Mr. Hastings to have stood forward 
upon that occasion, and told the committee of revenue,-
" It is true this miserable infant is in debt to the Company 
the sum of 6,0001.; but you forget that, over and above his 
revenue, I have in my pocket 40,0001., which I have received 
from that country. It is true he has paid, not only his 
revenue, but a great deal more than his revenue. It is not 
due for a. peshcush, because you yourselves know you credit 
a peshcush in account. The peshcush is settled and fixed; 
it cannot be that sum of money. It is a payment that is 
made to me, upon whatever account it is made or however 
it is made. For God's sake, do not tear the estate from that 
unfortunate young man for the trifling debt of 6,000l.; do not 
fly to the convicted felons of Calcutta in order to put a 
person in his estate; for the Company is overpaid: it is in 
my pocket-it is in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing." 

'Vhat does Mr. Hastings do? He conceals all this trans- Conceal
action. . He lets no person know, nol' did anybody know ~,::::~~thCl 
till 1786, that this money was received fl'om Dinagepore; ~~~~~r
but in that year we find that, when Mr. Hastings allowed ing •• 

his committee to make a pretence of this trifling debt of 
6,0001. for dispossessing a minor of his inheritance and put-
ting 0. vagabond in charge of his estate, he from that 
mOllleut carefully concealed from all mankind that 40,000/. 
WDS paid to himself 

'Vhat is the next act of :Mr. Hastings? He appoints Appoint

Dcuy Sing to. be diwan of the province of Dinagepore, and ~:~~ ~~l1g 
gives him a considerable salary for executing that office: as diwan. 

and if he had well executed it I confess he well deserved the 
salary, for much would the diwan have to do. But I doubt 
much whether Deby Sing, who had ravaged a country, who 
had taken away to the amount of 400,000 maunds of corn 
froID one country, was a proper person to put as a check 
upon anybody; sure I am he was the most unfit of all 
persons to be a check upon himself. But this very Deby 
Sing is the person whom Mr. Hastings himself places as 
di wan of the province of Dinagepore. Are you to wonder 
that the province was plundered and oppressed? Are you 
to wonder that all good government was at an end? Are 
you to wonder that the· whole country went to wreck and 
ruin? No, it is impossible that it could have been other. 
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8 FBD.1700. wise. E"ery step that was taken by :Mr. Hastings was iu 
order to establish bad government in that country; an·] 
lIpon the wickedest, falsest and most frivolous, pretence of a 
trifling debt due from this Raja, this man, whom Mr. Hast
ings knew to he the person that I llave described him to be, 
is placed in charge of the collection of that country. 

J)eb>: Sing 
appomted 
g1l3rdian to 
the Raja. 

I should state that he Dot only wa<; put in charge of the 
collections of that revenne, but that, sometime afterwards, 
that very person, so known, so described, is put into another 
charge. This yonng zamindar is found to be a little more 
in debt to his private creditors; and the government, kindly 
undertaking the office of his guardian, set themselves about 
to find out a proper person who would arrange and manage 
his affairs and pay his private debts. Who is the person 
whom they select l' Deby Sing is the person. So that he 
is invested with every species of authority which that country 
knows-farmer, diwan." gnardian to the young zamindar: 
all these authorities vested in him! 

Duty, of Mr. I know extremely well that this last act was not specially 
~ .. ~:m~ to and particularly the act of Air. Hastings. I know he was 
ven~ :hO not at Calcutta when it was done. But it was Mr. Hastings' 
=lu~n . duty to have told his colleague, whom he kept in office; 

above all, to have told that committee of tools, and, above 
all; to have told his bribe-broker, Gunga Goviud Sing,-" I 
know this young man is in debt to the amount of ,20,000l; 
I have 40,0001. of his in my pocket; for God's sake, take 
care of him." 

He and his committee put the greatest tyrant that could 
be picked out in Bengal into aU these offices. Need I 
tell your Lordships that everything that was to be dreaded 
from that followed? The first act of Deby Sing was to 
establish a great increase allover the country: 8 great 
increase bad been established by the gnardian of the young 
Raja during the yenr he had it,; it was establisbed to pay 
the 40,OOOL to Mr. Hastings: and Deby Sing, instead of 
collecting fourteen lacs, collected sixteen lacs from the c~untry; 
and he not only got this given to him from the country, but 
more, to the amount of 300,0001. j which aU ended in 
univers.'\l rebellion and confusion. 

I c..'\Duot state the severities committed in tbat country in 
stronger terma than Mr. Hastings himself has transmitted to 
this country. 

RobeIlion In 1782 there broke out an uniyers.'\1 rebellion all over 
b~~b~ed the country. Deby Sing fell into monstrous arrears to the 



Speech of Mr. Anstrutlter. 237 

Company, and was turned out of his province. In the 16FED.1790. 

year 1783, Gunga Govind Sing and Mr. Hasting;; sent up a Sing'. _e. 
pcrson, of the name of l\I'Dowal, to see what was the actual veritieB. 

state of that country. He reports to that committee: and 
Mr. Hastings, uncontradicted, send;; over those accounts to 
this country as containing a true and actual state of Dinage~ 
pore. He says,-

.. The state to which I found the country wag reduced by the severities Account or 
which had beeD exercised for the last two years gave mil the greatest ~~~~~t~~~he 
concern • • • • • • . • . • • • . . • . . • . . . . 
many villages being left without & single inhabitant." * 

Such are the accounts of that country after the fostering 
and protecting hand of Mr. Hastings had taken eal'e of it. 
The country is desolated, ruined and destroyed; whole 
villagcs empty; every thing in desolation, confusion and 
ruin. And yet Mr. Hastings tells YOll,-" 1 appointed thi;; 
committee fOl' the benefit of' the Company. I appointed 
Deby Sing for the benefit of the Compa.ny. I took this 
mOllcy for the benefit of the Company." 'Vas it for the 
benefit of the Company that he appointed this committee 1-
was it for the benefit of the Company that he appointed 
Dchy Sing ?-was it for the benefit. of the Company that he 
took this money?-:-was it for the bcmefit of' the Company 
that whole provinces should present nothing to the eye but 
nn universal scene of havoc? Yet such is the good govern
ment of Mr, Hasting~; and such is that country which, in 
other places we are told, was safe, happy and prosperous, 
under his government I 

l\r T~crsDe are not Ithe only account;; that were sent hdown by :~~~~:~il's 
r. 1" owal. state them because they are t e uncon- adopted by 

trlHlicted accounts of Mr. Hastingi! himself; for these ac- r~~~~ast
counts, so received by Mr. Hastings, he transmits over to 
this country as containing the true situation and state of 
the country. But that is not all, for he proceeds to act upon 
these accounts. He and his committee take these accounts; r~~p~vince 
they proceed to act upon them; and, in the year 1783, they Rnj,.o"t ': 

. 1 h hR' 'd hI "reduced agam et t e country to t e young aJa at a consl era e rent. 

reduction in its revenue, which reduction they state to be 
absolutely necessary in consequence of its impoverished-
state. 1 am obliged to go into all these matters, because 
Mr. Hastings has attempted to state in his answer thltt those 
sums of money be took were for the use and benefit of the 

• No coPy of this pa!,er has b~en found. 
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16 F~'T90. East India Company. I shall show your Lordships that, so 
~0S9 accru. far was'it from being for the benefit of the East India Com-
mg to the • I h h 
Company in pany, In no p ace were e took a sum of money from a 
~\,~eMr. province, was it not attended with a direct loss to them, and 
~::itingS so much so in this case that, in the year 1783, they were 
for left?:;y -obliged to let this very land to the zamindar at a jama lower 
;~:cl:~' than he or his father had ever held it for before. 
!IIr.H"'!t. .1 must upon this occasion remark that the committee 
mgo actmg. I ]d . . I' bl' h d b "1 H . against. his agam revert to tIC 0 prmClp e esta IS e y.n r. astmgs, 
~;;;\~~:;'~;,. that, in every instance where there has been a neccssity for 
~I~~~f depriving a zamindar of his land, no other person that suc
theirlaneL •• :eeeded to it has made it so advantageous to the Company. 

That was the opinion of Mr. Hastings. I never find him 
deviate from it but where I find a Bum of money. He de
viated from it in the. instances of Kelleram -and of Deby 
Sing, and he took a sum of money from the province in 
both. Then I have a. right. to say that, if I find him con
stantly deviating from,ms rule, but never deviating from it 
without the deviation being accompanied with a. sum of 
money, that sum of money was the cause of that deviation. 
It was not an ignorant deviation: he knew the conse
quence of it. 

!~'.r.~\er;, Soon after' this, Mr. Paterson WIlS sent up to inquire into 
~~~u~r:ln~ the situation of this country. He states every species of 
the cou:t~y. cruelty to have been exercised that it is possible to exercise 

upon man. I have been told that it is not proved that those . 
cruelties existed. I state that it is proved that everyone of 
these cruelties existed; at least, if everyone did not exist, 
that by much the greatest part of them existed. Mr. Hast
ings did not choose to give implicit credit to the report of 

~O~::i~~on Mr. Paterson, and a second commission was sent up, who 
to inquire. report, almost in the same terms, the actual execution of 

those cruelties. 
I shall have occasion to state, by and by, upon what a 

quibble and pretence it is that they say that those cruelties 
were not exercised. They were not personally exercised

Ahuswlel' toth t many of them -by Deby Sing, to be sure: the great go-
t ep eo. a . • 
the cruelties vernor of a country does not upon all occaslOuscoudescend 
i':ie~ted to exercise the part of a hangman: ,but they were exercised 
stng:by by his miuions. That second commission ushers in its report 

in this way,-
.. To enable the Board to form • • • • • • never were used in 

enforcing the payment of the revenue before the year 1188."* 

'" The report referred to has Dot been found. 
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That year, 1188, is the year of Deby Sing's lease. I care 16Fl!l!.1790. 

not who exercised those cruelties. I care not whether it Mr. Hast

was Deby Sing or any of the miscreants that attended Deby ~igf/;;n::~ 
Sing. It was done under the government of Mr. Hastings, ~~t'l:'~~~~t 
and I charge Mr. Hastings with the misgovernment of that vince. 

country. They proceed, in another part, to state that in this 
province of Dinagepore everyone of those cruelties were Charge of 

exercised. I knO\v what the commissioners say. They say ~hh~i:.'e~t. 
that the last charge of flogging children to extort payment 
from their parents is not proved. But how do they Bay it? 
'fhey say,-" If, as we conceive, by children is meant those 
of nine or ten years old, then we find the charge not proved; 
but if it is meant by the charge that children are boys of 
fourteen, then the charge is proved." 

Good God I my I.ords, can you sit with patience to hear 
a set of men discuss about the age of puberty, and poubt 
whether the charge is proved, because it happens that one 
of the unfortunate victims of that charge has, perhaps, passed 
the age of fourteen? My Lords, these are not my words; 
they are the words of the commissioners, without the 
least amplification. They are the words of these commis
aionerS", whose opinions have been bruited about the world as 
stating that not one of the offences charged' to have been 
committed by Deby Sing has been proved. 

If it is true, as the commissioners state, that these are 
the usual and ordinary modes of coiIecting your revenue in 
Bengal. dreadful would be our situation. If these are the 
modes of collccting a revenue in Bengal, much would it call 
for your Lordships, in another. capacity, to exercise your 
authority. I am happy to say, I do not believe that these 
are the usual modes of collecting your revenue. I have it 
from the authority of all those who are concerned in the 
Supreme Council, that these are not the usual modes. But 
if these are not the usual modes, what must you think of the 
commissioners who can boldly state a falsehood, reflecting 
upon the' character of your country, to the very Supreme 
Board at Calcutta, in order to justify such a miscreant as 
Deby Sing-in order to take a little from his offence and to 
load the country with much? Everyone of these cruel ~~: ~;:lted 
oppressions was introduced in the year 1183-correspond- ~mtsthtoe 
. . h f euor 
mg WIt our years 1781, 1782-under the government 0 raise money. 

that person. These cruelties could not have existed under 
another system of government. Mr. Hastings had oppressed 
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16 FBB.mo. the country in order to raiae 40,0001. out of it; that 
oppression is made the pretence of putting DeIlY Sing there. 
Deby Sing could not pay without oppressing t.he country, 
and, for fcar he should not have ability to oppresll the country, 
every check and control is withdrawn from him. 

It is said that these are only the opinions of the commis-
sioners. I shall prove these facts to 'your Lordships by the 

Lord Com· • 1 
wallis' incontrovertible opmion of Lord Cornwa lis, when he tried 
~~~n~~~e~[ies that cause,-for Mr. Hastings left that cause to Lord Corn
praetiscd. wallis to try, as a legacy. He tried that cause, and con-

victed the persons concerned of having committed everyone 
of those cruelties I have stated. He states the unfortunate 
situation of thatconntry, in the beginning of his judgment 
upon that subject. "I know," says he, "that that country 
was much over valued in the Bengal year 1188. I ascribe 
that to two causes,-first, to the ignorance of the committee, 
an~nex.t, to the oppression and wickedness of Deby Sing ;" 
-to the ignorance of that peireet system of government 
which Mr. Hastings tells you he had established. And MI'. 
Shore, who was one of that committee, in giving his judg
ment upon that case of Deby Sing, says,-" It is true, the 
country was over valued; it is tl'U~ that Deby Sing put 
an amazing increase upon the revenue of that country
that he demanded more, infinitely, than all that country 

~I·. Hast· could pay." But what could Deby Sing know about 
~:t,\~~~,:!,on. Dinagepore? He must have been ignorant of its situation, 
~~~lu~~"g's and might have demanded a large increaae, thinking they 

. could pay it. Why then did Mr. Hastings send II> man to a 
country who knew nothing about it, and why not send a 
man to prevent him frol11 committing aU these excesses? 

Acquittal or I am toM, and have been told sometimes out of doors 
~~~a~i~~~I~Y triumphantly, that Lord Cornwallis acquits Deby Sing of 
wallis. the actual commission of a great many of these cruelties. 

I know he does; he acquits him in the same manner as I 
now acquit Mr. Hastings, of the actual commission of those 

The cruel· cruelties, but he charges the actual commission upon bis 
tics ehargod d I' all' d'ffi . h h 1 on hi. de. . eputy. t 1S equ y 1ll I erent to me w et _er t ley were 
puty. committed by the one or the other; they were committed 

under t.he government of Mr. Hastings, and Mr. Hastings is 
responsible for the good government of that country. It is 
not. with the commission of the cruelties that I charge him, 
but with having governed that country 60 that such cruel
ties could be committed under his government. I charge 
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him with having oppressed, plundered and ruined, the coun-16 FEB. 1790. 
try of Bengal, for the sake of and through the medium of t11at 
corruption he has taken. 

Good God I if we are to carry the evidence of responsi- ~uestion of 

bility in the way stated, where are your Lordships to look i':'~/!.:;Qn. 
for responsibility in the government of Bengal? Mr. Hast- Slbihty. 

ing8 comes to your Lordships' bar and says,-" I am not 
responsible for those acts, I delegated my power to the com-
mittee." The com.mittee come to your bar and say,-" 'Ve 
are not responsible for those acts, we delegated- our power to 
Deby Sing." Then comes Dehy Sing to your Lordships' 
bar, and tells you,-" I am not responsible for those acts; 
my deputy is responsible, who is the person that did it." 
And your Lordships are sent to seek the responsibility of 
Bl'itish governmcnt in Asia. from the lowest miscreant to be 
found in the province of Dinagepore. 

Such would be the effect of that doctrine of responsibility, 
put in the way in which they put it. Let him delegate, as 
he pleases, through a hundred hands all the power he had, 
he cannot delegate that responsibility. I charge him with 
having. placed the government of that country in hands that 
could not be good, and I charge him with having taken a 
present of 40,0001. fmm t11at country. 

I have shown to your Lordships that Kelleram was no 
zamindar, but a farmer. I have shown your Lordships that 
every check upon him was withdrawn. I have shown to 
your Lordships that Dehy Sing was exactly in the same 
situation; and, having shown to your Lordships that both 
these countries were oppressed, ravaged and ruined,
having shown that from both these countries, so oppressed, 
ravaged and ruined, a sum of money was privately taken by 
Mr. Hastings and concealed by Mr. Hastings,-I have now 
to come to another case, that of Rajeshaye. 

Your Lordships will find that Mr. Hastings is eharged-9as:,. of na.. 
with having taken a. sum of about 6,OOOl. from a person:'. i~t. 
or the name of N undulul. Mr. Hastings knew N undulul to ~~~~ ~cept. 
be a person of as infamous character as either of the two 6,OOOl.from 

I h · N Nundulul. persons ave mentioned to your Lordships. undulul, Character of 

I will prove, was concerned in the corrupt tral1sactions in Nundulul. 

which Mr. Hastings' banya. was concerned, in the year 
1773. In the year 1773, there was a charge made by tlJ,e Charge by 

Rani of R3je~haye of 8ums of money taken by the banyas ~~:iir 
of Mr. Hastmgs, of Mr. Middleton and of Mr. Graham. ~r:gs' r. 

That charge was completely and perfectly proved, to the banyas of 
VOL. II. Q '. 
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18 F~790. satisfaction of all mankind. The persons who paid the 
taking I!11DlS money came and swore positively that they paid such and 
of money. such sums of money to the banyas of these three gentlemen. 

The question that was put at the Board was thiil,-" Is it 
proved that such a sum of money was taken 1" Every one 
of the Council, except Mr. Hastings, says it is proved. 
They could not say otherwise, for three men upon their 
oaths swore positively that it was paid to them: and then 

Nundullll 
concerned 
and dis
missed. 

comes Mr. Hastings and says,-" I do not think the charge 
proved." Nundulul was concerned in this charge; Nund
ulul has been concerned in concealing that charge,-in 
preventing its coming forward to the Council. In con-

. sequence of that he was dismissed by the majority. Mr.· 
Hastings chooses to adopt that charge against his banya so 
dismissed, and to say that a charge against his banya is a 

He is de- charge against himself. Mr. Hastings is told by every
~~~~£: body that N nndulul is a person of a character the most 
ings. infamous in the province to which he belongs. Notwith
~:.!'d~ standing all that, he is protected by ~Ir. Hastings. At the 
J:jgh 0.:,."':,.... moment of the unfortunate death of Colonel Monson, in 
~J':r.Hast- 1776, he is again put into high office-is placed in the 

same office with Gunga Govind Sing, as one of Mr. Hastings' 
amils j and, being so placed, he is then accused-I do not care 
whether truly or falsely-of misusing and misconducting 
hinlself in that office. 

troDelllMlthd The first act of Mr. Hastings' committee is, to demand 
m epro- fr h . f R' h' h . vince or in· om t e provmce 0 aJes aye au mcrease more t an It =_rent. could afford to pay. The Rani of Rajeshaye" comes down to 

:},r&~t to the committee and says,-" I cannot give the increase you 
",!,~,-,er ' demand of me." That very day t1lat she refuses, they 
~~l~mee. complete a bargain with Nundulul. Before that bargain 

was finished, the Rani informed the committee, by her 
servant, that she was ready to give the increase demanded, 
rather than this miscreant and this enemy of her house 
should be put over her estate. They turn her out of 
her possession because she is an hour too late in her offer ; 
and they put this person, who was her own dismissed ser-

Appoint- vant, into the charge of the collections. This person acted 
~::~~ul. as one would naturally suppose he would act. He did, ex
His opp,..,. actly, what all those other persons have c;lone: he oppressed 
;~'!i':o!.he the country; he made the ryots fly; he left whole villages 

without nn inhabitant, and desolated lhe country of Ra
jeshaye. A complaint was made to the committee; a 
formal charge was epecifiCl}Uy made, .and entered upon the 



Speech of Mr • .A.nstruther. 243 

books of the committee against him for this oppression. 16 FBB.1790. 

I will show to your Lordships, from opinions that I am sure His ~rs 
will not be controverted. that he fell into large balances to in account. 

the Company. I shall show it from opinions that I am sure 
not one of my learned friends will controvert-the opinion of 
a fair, respectable and impartial. man, who was 8ent up into 
that country. and whose letters I shall produce by and by-a 
gentleman of the name of Dallas.-who states that he found 
that country in exactly the same situation that Mr. Paterson 
found Dinagepore. and the other gentlemen found Rajeshaye 
after the expiration of N undulul's lease. And. instead 
of paying the rent he bargained to pay. he, too, fell 40,0001. 
or 50,0001. in arrear, in that very year in which the country 
was so oppressed 

In consequence of that complaint which I st.ated to your 
Lordships, Nundulul was called upon by the committee 
to give an answer. He attempts to answer some part of the NunduIul's 

I • b th .. al d h b h' h h answer to comp runt, ut e prmClp an t e est answer w lC e the. com. 

makes to the complaint is.-" I have seen Mr. Hastings and *,,\r::st him. 

Mr. Anderson at l\Ioorshedabad." Upon reading the com- Reference 

plaint, and the amwer, and well understanding the empha- ~:.r. HOBt· 

tical meaning of that phrase, the committee immediately 
give this extraordinary verdict upon the complaint which is 
before them: your Lordships will always understand that I 
do not charge the committee ns being criminal with any of 
these acts. because I know they were what they represent 
themselves to be. tools in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing. 
and, therefore, it will be fair for me to state this as the 
opinion and verdict of Gunga Govind Sing upon his friend:-

II The Committee find that it is impossible to form a decision , . * t;::r;:::;;,,~t () f 

An . d d d' db' mittee ot Bssertion ma e an contra Icte may e an occasIOn revenue. 

for a committee to inquire j but, surely, it is not quite a ANcquittalof 

ffi · t J.' ' ''1'h d . undulul. SU Clen reason ,lOr a comlDlttee to acqUIt. ey procee 
to state,-" that it is probable that in most instances the 
offences are exaggerated," -why it is most natural that the 
allegation was untrue or exaggerated I am totally at a. loss 
to comprehend; but the committee choose to think it is 
probable that those allegations are exaggerated,-" and. 
admitting tIlls, probably the complaints would be less 

• The papers relating to the inquiry 'into the afFairs of the province of 
Rajesboye are printed in the Appendix to the Eleventh Report from the 
Select Committee on the affairs of India; but the document referred to bas not 
been found. 

Q 2 
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16 FED. mo. serious than they appear to be." Most unquestionably, it 
did not require either the wisdom of that committee or the 
wisdom of their master, Gunga Govind Sing, to discover 
that, if a complaint is exaggerated, it is exaggerated-which 
I take to be the purport and meaning of the words I have 
now read: that, most unquestionably, is a conclusion 
irresistibly tl'Ue. "This complaint, which is' stated to be 
asserted on one hand and denied upon the other, we believe 
to be exaggerated, and if exaggerated is unquestionably 
exaggerated." They go on then to give theil' verdict upon 
it,-" Under these circumstances the committee deem it 
more, material to prevent these severities in future." , 

:Mr. Hast. 
ingsillflu
ellced by 

:r~~ed;:;m 
Nundnlnl. 

It was the duty of the committee to enter into anexami
nation of what passed; it .. vas the duty of the committee'to 
punish what was amiss. But I will show your Lordships 
the singular mode this committee took to prevent those 
severities in future; for it was just as singular and extra
ordinary as any part.of what I have read to your Lordships. 
They do not write to condemn Nundulul; they do not write 
to desire him to be more cautious in futm'e; they do not 
write to him,-" we have complaints against you;" but they 
write to him,-

" Agreed, therefore, tha.t a perwannah be written to Nundulol 
• . • • . • not ,to oppress and injm:e." 

Now is that a fair, impartial, verdict upon the complaint 
stat.ed? or is it not that they understood those words in his 
answer,-" I have seen Mr. Hastings and Mr. Anderson at 
Moorshedabad 1" 

I come now to explain what is meant by those words, and 
then your Lordships will not wonder at that extraordinary 
verdict. Mr. Hastings upon his way to Benares receives 
58,000 rupees; MI'. Larkins tells us that sum was received 
from Nundulul. Then your Lordships have no difficulty 
to discover why the complaints were supposed to be exag
gerated. Your Lordships have no difficulty to see the force 
of that strong mode of reasoning,-that, if complaints are 
exaggerated, they are unquestionably greater than they 
ought to be. Your Lordships will have no difficulty in 
seeing the force of that curious sort of reprimand which is 
given,-" we will protect you in aU your rights, and defend 
you from every oppres"ion." He had given Mr. Hastings 
58,000 rupees at Moorshedabad: the complaint 'Vanishes, 
and you heal' no more of anything Ilg11inst him, till, at the 
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expiration of his lease, when lie falls in balance to the 16 FBB.1790. 

Company, Mr. Dallas is sent to sec if his justice and The ;;: 

humanity can remedy all the oppressions and mischiefs which ;:::r.!':.n 
were occasioned by that farmer. " I have seen Mr. Hastings dul~!Ii 
and Mr. Anderson at Moorshedabad," is a complete answer IT::,:Ram. 0 

to all the complaints of the rayatt'. But you find the country 
desolated and wasted; you find the rayats flying from one 
corner to another; you find it impoverished and ruined, and 
that, Mr. Hastings having robbed Nundulul of all he could 
rob him of, he and his committee come back to that system 
again, and let that country again to the Rani, from whom 
they had taken it, at a. decreased jama. 

Why is this jama decreased? Because the country is ~,It~~. 
oppre(;!sed. Why is Rajeshaye again let at a decreased jama ? ~u~ Of. t~c 
Why is the jama of Behar, Dinagepore, Rungpore and :::'e'ritv~rt~~ 
Edracpore, lowered?- Because the countries have been op- country. 
pressed by those to whom Mr. Hastings had sold them. And 
then, I shall be told that this was for the benefit and advan-
tage of the Company! 

The next sum of money which I have to state to your Case of. the 

L d h· h· b . d b Mr H· . borrowmg or 8 IpS, as avmg een receive y . astmgs, IS cer- of tbree lacs 

tainly the most extraordinary that ever was presented by ~:':n~ob. 
anybody j and it is still more extraordinary that Mr. Hastings 
has chosen to vindicate it. I shall state the transaction as 
shortly as I can·; and it is very short indeed. 

"In the year 1784,"-Mr. Hastings states boldly to the House of Com
mon8,-" I was in want of a sum of money. The Company was in my 
debt, and it was not very convenient for them to pal it; but it was 
extremely convenient to me that my debt should be pw.d. However, not 
wishing to oppress my ipdulgent masters, I Bent to a person whom I 
knew to be nch, because I had employed him in the seniee of the revenue, 
of the name of Nobkissin; I told him I wanted to borrow of him three 
lacs of rupees; I desired him to bring a bond ready filled up." 

N obkissin brought his bond and the money; but, being ~obkissin 
1 • to h C . I fmarrcarsto great y 1U arrear t e ompany,-owlDg arge Bums 0 the Com. 

money to Mr. Hastings' masters,--having been entrusted pany-o 

with the collections of the great province of Burdwan by 
Mr. Hastings, -. having misconducted himself and mis
managed those collections,-having been employed under 
the authority of Mr. Hastings-the authority of the Com
pany-to receive his own debt, and having made use of that 
authority in order to contract II. debt to the Company,-he 
begs of Mr. Hastings, for God's sake, to take this sum of 
money_ Mr. HastinfYs takes it, but is doubtful for some time ~r. !last-

t 
t ., h . 1. Hogs pre ex 

to what account he should put it: At last, when e IS avout for appro-
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16 FIlB.1190. to leave Calcutta, Mr. Hastings finds out that, by some 
priating the strange, unaccountable, mistake, he had forgot to charge 
money. 40,0001. to the Company, which the Company ought to 

pay him. Thinking, however, that it was the rakings of a 
ten years' contingent account, as he called it himself, and 
that, supposing the money to come out of the Company's 
pocket immediately, they would have great objection, but 
-that they would have no objection to its coming out of the 
pockets of anybody)lse. he accordingly takes that money, 
and keeps it to himself to this very day. I assure your 
Lordships I do not exaggerate at all: I shall read Mr. 

!:~:: of Hastings' own account of it. 
thetmnsao. 

. tion. .. The last part of the charge states that in my letter to the court of 
Directors [of the 21st of February, 1784, I have confessed to have 
received another sum of money, the amount of which is not declared; 
but which, from the application of it, could not be less than 34,0001. 
sterling. In the year 1783, when I was actually in want of a sum of 
money for my private e~enses, owing to the Company Dot having at 
that time sufficient cash m their treasury to pay my salary, I borrowed 
three lacks of rupees of Rajah Nobkissen, an inhabitant of Calcutta, whom 
I desired to call upon me with] a bond properly filled up." 

Your Lordships will see that the pretence for obtaining this 
money, first, is as a loan. Mr. Hastings thought it would be 
a good way of getting 30,0001. if he coulll persuade the man 
first to let it into his hands, and that the m~ should get no 
security for it. 
"He did so; but, at the same time I was going to execute it, he 
entreated I would rather accept the money than execute the bond. I 
neither accepted the offer nor refused it; and my determination upon it 
remained suspended between the alternative of keeping the money as a 
loan to be repaid, and of taking it and applying it, as I had done other 
sums, to the Company's use. And there the matter rested till I undertook 
my journey to Lucknow, when I determined to accept the money for the 
Company's use; and these were my motives. Having made disburse
ments from my own cash for services which, though required to enable 
me to execute the duties of my station, I had hitherto omitted to enter 
into my public accounts, I resolved to reimburse myself] in a mode most 
suitable to the Company's aft'airs."* 

&nections. And the mode most suitable to the Company's affairs is 
that of robbing one of the inhabitants of Calcutta of 30,OOO! I 
I do not dispute that it is a mode extremely convenient to 
the Company; but whether it is a mode that deserves any
thing else than a name which I am sure I shall not give it 
now before your Lordships, and whether it is not a trans-

.. Extract from Mr. Hastings' Defence at the bar of the House of Commons 
-Prin~d iu the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1149. 
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action highly deserving your Lordships' reprobation, I sha1116 FEB. 1790. 

leave to your Lordships to determine. It is impossible I -
can state anything more upon that subject; the transaction is 
so fully, and I must say fairly, stated by Mr. Hastings. For 
he has unquestionably disguised nothing. He sent for the 
man to borrow money: the man brought it: Mr. Hastings 
took it and gave him no security for it: all that is true. 
But I must state that, at the same time that this present was 
made-at the time that this money was taken-for I am at 
a loss to know which to call it-at the same time, N obkissin 
was in considerable arrear to the Company, and the con
sequence is that the arrear has never been paid to this day. . 

The next fact I have to state, is another act of misgovern- C,.e 0t ~~e 
ment through the medium of this committee of revenue, and f~ t:ke~ 
which will be a strong proof of the misgovernment of this ~r':.':i!~~Of 
committee. That will appear in the case of a sum of money uddca. 

said to be taken-I do not know from whom, I suppose 
from the Raja. All that I know about that transaction is, 
that a lac and a half of rupees were taken from N uddea ; 
that, in the years 1780 and 1781, a very strange request TI~c sum 

comes· to Mr. Hastings from this Raja, to desire that he would 'R:i~ ~~ ll':. 
be so good n.s to send somebody to witness his will. Accord- ::';';~~!ls' 
ingly Mr. Hastings sends an English gentleman foj:' form I. 

sake, but he sends his own private munshi for substance. 
The munshi arrives a day before the English gentleman; the 
will is witnessed; and all that I know about it is this, that 
the sum of ] 5,0001. is paid, at the same time, to Mr. Hast-
ings. Whether it was for that or what it was for I do not 
know; but this I know, that the money was paid to Mr. Hast-
ings, by Mr. Hastings' own confession. 

I shall also have occasion to state to your Lordships that Impoverish-

1 . . f N dd' • 1 . h . ment of tho t liS provInce 0 U ea IS preCIse y III t e same SltUo.- province. 

tion as every other province from which Mr. Hastings 
took money. For in the year 1782, the Raja of N udden, ~l& ::ia d 
wilo paid that 15,000l. to Mr. Hastings, fell into monstrous f!ne;;riso~~d 

I C h · d t f h' . for arrears arrears to tIe ompany; e IS turne . ou 0 IS possessIOn, of rent. 

by order of Mr. Hastings and his committee, by Gunga 
Govind Sing; he is put in prison and in irons in order to make 
him pay his balance to the Company, when Mr. Hastings had 
more in his pocket, at that moment, than would have paid 
that balance. So that, not only is your government degraded 
and disgraced by your Governor taking money, but the man 
who paid the money ought to have lieen commended ~f he 
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16 FBB.1790. bad brought it forward ns an aid, at the time that you were ill 
Conceal· distress. Instead of that, Mr. Hastings keeps the receipt a 
mont of the t d h· d h· • I . fi recoipt of secre; an e an IS commIttee put t liS un ortunate man, 
thcmoucy. whom I state to your Lordships to be a brahman of the 

highest rank in Bengal-of the most ancient family in that 
country-a person who was looked up to by every man, who 
bad any respect for either civil government or religious 
institution, in the country-they put this man into gaol for 
his arrears to the Company, while Mr. Hastings had in hill 
pocket money which he had received from that person, more 
than sufficient to pay that balance. . 

Proo!of.cor. Your Lordships will judge whether this act, done tluouo·h 
ruptioll In h . h·· . ., 
the govern· t e medll1m of IS commIttee, and the other acts I have 
ment. stated, be acts of good government; or whether your Lord-

ships will not agree with me, that all that I have stated in 
the first parts of my speech were acts done for the pUJ-pose 
of facilitating t.he taking of corruption, and of concealing if 
when taken. If your Lordships should be of that opinion, 
you will not hesitate to condemn all these changes and innov
ations; you will not ht)sitate to agree with me that cor
ruption instituted the committee of Gunga Govind Sing, 
went all along with, and finished that institution. 

Of the sum of money which was iniquitously, cruelly and 
scandalously, taken from the Raja of Benares, and. thc sum 
of] 00,000/., which was equally wickedly extorted from Asoff
ud-Dowla, you have heard much. I shall st.'\te them, with 
some other concomitant circumstances, showing Mr. Hastings' 
different accounts of them. I think I have pretty nearly 
stated to your L01:dships all that I have to say. upon the 
subject of these presents. I have only to state one matter, 
which I think I had forgot, with respect to the province of 
Dinagepore, namely, that there were some transactions in that 
province, prior to Deby Sing's lease, pretty nearly combincd 

Disputesre. with the time when Mr. Hastings took the money. There 
spectmg the d· b I R· d h· b h . h rajaship of was a lspute etween t 1e RJB an IS rot er Wit respect 
lJmagepore. to half his zamindary. After thc death of the Raja, there 

1Ilone.v r .... 
ceivea by 
Mr. Hast
ings. 

was another dispute. The brother claimed the zamindary 
against the adopted son. Whether Mr. Hastings, who acted 
as the judge in that cause and gave a verdict in it, took that 
money as the price of his judgment I cannot tell: the two 
transactions do go near hand in hand with one another. And 
I do now state it to your Lordships, because I know it is 
the principle of Mr. Hastings t.hat it is a good mode to raise 
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money for the Company through the medium of iii disputed 16 FXD.1790. 

succeEsion; nnd, therefore, it is fair to suppose that what he 
Las avowell in one case he has done in another. 

In 1774, there was a dispute with respect to the succes- Disput~d 
. h 'd fRo h Th . bl! succeSSlOn slon to t e z:unm ary o· aJes aye. e question elOre to.theza-

the Board was, whether an adopted son succeeded of right or ~j!'h'Iy~~ 
not. I know that Mr. HI\!3tings tells me himself,---" I encour-
aged the hopes of the person who was not the adopted son to !dr. !I .... l~· 
h . f h . d b I h db' mgs po ICY t c succeliSlon 0 t at zamm ary, ecause ope to 0 tam of turning 

bl' h f h C ,. h h h the dispute a re-esta IS ment 0 t company s mterest t roug t e to thc Com· 

JlJedium of a disputed succession." He tells me, in 1774, Rt~y·sbene. 
that he thinks it a. fit and proper thing for a Governor 
General of Bengal to sell justice: and, when I see him exe-
cuting another act of justice, and find it agreeing in point of 
time with a sum of money taken, I do not strain the nrgu-
ment much in supposing that what he does in 1781 is a sale 
of justice, he having avowed a similar principle of distri-
buting justice in 1774. I go a step further; because I know His asser. 

that, upon that occasion, Mr. Hastings falsely said that ti~~ci~f!,e 
adoption did not convey a right of inheritance; I know that, tt!tatdadoP' t 

h . h' d h d .. f h B d Ion ocs 110 upon t at occaSIOn, e mIsquote t e eClsIOn 0 t e oar convey right 

h· b' Th' h d .. h t of inherit-upon t !1t BU ~ect. ere IS no suc etermmatIOn, t a auce. 

adoption without the consent of the governing power does 
not convey a. right of inheritance But, be it so or not, he 
thought it a good mode of increasing the Company's interest 
througb the medium of a disputed succession. I cau put no 
other construction upon these words tban this, -that he 
thought it a good thing to sell justice. And I know that, in His subse· 

1 'lSI, witb respect to the succession of the Rnja of Dina- ~i~'::'~frhe:
gepore, he did cxpressly declare that adoption did convey CO!,~ 

. h f' h . I k h d'd . h:fi pnncipie. a rig tom erltance; noW e 1 wrong m t erst 
place and right in the latter. It is equally a crime to fale of jw;. 

sclljustice to do right as to do wrong. It does not differ as lee. 

to crime, it differs only in degree. .And 1; think it is fair to 
state that matter; to leave it to your Lordships to determine 
whether thi,., which afforded a pretence for the evils and 
mischiefs that followed, did not originate and begin in a 
sale of justice by the Governor General of Bengal. 

Having now finished all that I have to say to your Lord
ships upon these points, it will only be necessary for me to 
state & very few of the letters of Mr. Hastings,. with respect 
to these transactions.. 

Mr. Hastings has thouO"ht fit to tell your Lordships that !dr. H .... t· 

h . d h ." , h h d 111gB' as.er-e receive t ese moneys for the Company s use; that e a lion that he 
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18 FEB. mo. a right to receive these moneys for the Company's use. He 
received has told you that he never meant to apply them to his own 
!!'::ys for use; and that it was a good mode of raising a revenue in 
the Com· the country. 
:':;"f::: My Lords, I mean to meet him upon every one of these 
~~. !e~ters propositions. In the first place, I explicitly deny that, in 
ce~~et:-m point of fact, Mr. Hastings received anyone of these sums 
~~ own of money for the Company's use; and I shall prove to your 

Lordships, by the letters and conduct of Mr. Hastings him
self, that he took everyone of these sums of money for his 
own use. I will call himself-his letters-as evidence against 
his answer; and I am sure that, when I state those letters, 
your Lordships will agree with me that they carry the most 
convincing and the most irresistible conclusion to your Lord. 
ships' minds that he did not take one of these sums of money 
for the Company, but that he took them all for himself; and 
that, if he ever did carry any of them over to the Company'l! 
account, he did it when at the point of discovery; and 
whether he ever did so or no, I shall leave to your Lord
ships as matter of doubt. 

The en· It is necessary that I should state to your Lordships that 
t:'~:x~ the evidence which I mean to bring against Mr. Hastings is 
~~,:!' bis own conduct, and his own accounts of tbe transactions; 
~o~ ~nd I ~annot bri~g a stronger or mor~ conclusive or con'?no
tions. mg eVIdence agamst any man than hIS conduct at the time, 

before the time and about the time, of any transaction. It 
is not to be expected that guilty men will come forward and 
boldly avow their guilt. Of all species of guilt, the guilt of 
corruption -is that which hides its head. There are other 
sorts of guilt which are so strangely mixed with the great 
qualities of the human mind, so oddly compounded with the 
great talents that adorn mankind, that, sometimes, we look 
at those crimes with less horror than we ought to do, and 
are misled from the contemplation of their enormity by 
admiring the great talents which are necessary to their 
execution, and by contemplating those qualities, which are 
something nearly like virtues, which are necessary to carry 
tltem into effect. The crimes of a bold usurper, the crimes 
of a proud, ambitious, man, may sometimes hold up their head 
in broad day; these require talents to execute which all 
men admire; these require qualities, in order to carry them 
into effect, which approach, not very distantly, some virtue. 
But what talents does it require to be corrupt' What 
virtue does it nearly approach to receive money for corrupt 
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purposes? The weakest, the silliest, man may do it; the 16 FBB.1790. 

boldest man is ashamed to avow it. Therefore, my Lords, 
you are not to expect in this case, of all others, that you 
should find Mr. Hastings boldly coming forward and avowing 
that he took this money for his own use; but I shall prove 
it by his conduct, and by the different accounts of the trans
action-by that which cannot lie; for human conduct, 
though it is the only, yet is certainly a very convincing, 
evidence with respect to human motive. 

1Ve all extremely well know that'a train of circumstantial Sprength
t 

of 
'd II h' h 'd h CIrcllms aneVI ence, we put toget er, IS t e strongest eVI ence t at tialevi-

can be presented to the human mind. When the chain of dence. 

circumstantial evidence is complete, it amounts to that which 
is nearest to mathematical demonstration. The mind cannot 
refuse its assent to the proposition which necessarily follows. 
When we see the whole train of circumstantial evidencc 
complete, 80 connected with the idea of guilt and so perfectly 
incompatible and inconsistent with every possible idea of 
innocence, we do not hesitate to say,-" that man must be 
guilty I" In that case, my Lords, what do we do 1 From a 
train of· circumstantial evidence which cannot be invente<1, 
from the conduct of the man before, about, at and after, the 
time, your Lordships, upon many occasiom', without the least 
hesitation, presume. a fact to exist. 

Let me put the case, which has been already quoted by Case of 
some of my friends near me, of Captain Donellan. There ~~t. Donel. 

'Was no direct evidence there of the poisoning. The accounts 
given by Captain Donellan before, his accounts at and after 
the time, and all the letters he wrote upon that occasion, 
afforded to the human mind irresistible conclusion that he 
ooministered that poison: no lDan doubted; and the judge 
and the jury in that case rightly concluded that the fact of 
the poisoning existed. I have not occasion to desire your 
Lordships to do so much as to conclude a fact; but I am 
to desire your Lordships to attend to human conduct, as 
the only evidence of human motive. I am to state that Mr. 
Hastings intended to, and actually did, accept these sums of 
money for his own use. That is a matter which passed in 
his own breast; his conduct is the only circumstance which 
can explain it. And 8urely, if, as in the case of Donellan, a 
train of circumstantial evidence shall lead to the actually 
concluding a fact to exist of which we have no direct 
evidence, much more will that same conduct .lead to an 
irresistible conclusion concerning the motives of the human 
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16 FBD.1790. mind; for there is no other wily by which human motive ca.n 
- be evinced than by the conduct of the person. 

J,ettersof I shall now state the letters of Mr. HlIBtings; which he 
l'!~~:!;. calls discoveries of his bribes, and which I call concealments. 
h':;'l,';.hill The first letter he wrote to the India Company upon that 
Letter of subject, he wrote at a critical time indeed,-upon the 29th 
29 Nov. 1780. of November, in the year 1780. Just about that time, an 

account had arrived at Bengal of the defeat of Colonel 
Baillie's detachment: and I must state another concomitant 

Mr'tlFrau~i't circumstance, which might have weighed pretty strongly in 
ou 'cpom 111 H . , . d h M F" h of leaving ..ll r. astmgs mm ,-t at r. ranCls was Just upon t e 
the country. • fl' B _1 11.1" H . . b I." 
Offer by Mr. pornt 0 eavmg engw. J.ur. astmgs, some tIme Clore 
ras~n~ of that, had made an offer to the India Company of two lacs 
t;;~ 0:'.°' or rupees, for a particular service: he had offered it as his 
~:,:. sor- own money; he came forward, like a generous man, to assist 

the India Company in its difficulties. Ha\'ing done 80, and 
those events happening which I have stated, Mr. Hastings 
writes a letter to the court of Directors, and, under a. pre
tence of disclosing that sum of money which he had so 
privately received, he actually uses that very letter to con
ceal a sum of money which he had received to a larger 

His scknow· amount; so that one part of the letter is a discovery of a 
~eg~:':,~ of bribe of 20,0001., and the other a concealment of a bribe of 
:-o:.la~dt 30,OOOl.! He states that they would be surprised by an 
or':.uot.l:!..u unusual offer which he had made, and adCls,-
of 30,0001. 

.. My present reason for reverting to my own conduct, on the occasion 
which 1 have mentioned, is to obviate the false conclusions or purposed 
misrepresentations which may be made of it, either as an artifice of 
ostentation or as the effect of corrupt influence, by assuring you that the 
money, by whatever means it came into my hands, is not my own."* 

Unquestionably it was not! He had l'eceived it in an 
improper way and ought to have given it back; but, in this 
letter, he completely does away all the ostentation of that 
nct, by saying that the money was not his own. 'What hc 
means by saying it was not the effect of corrupt influence I 
do not know, because that he leaves precisely as he found it. 
He says it was a sum of money that came into his hands, 
that was not his but the Company's. It might have been 
just as much the effect of COITDpt influence after the offer as 
it was before, for upon that branch of the subject he says 
nothing. But, be it as it may, he tells them he had received 

• Extract of letter from Mr. Hastings to the Directors, dated 29th Novem
ber, 1780.-Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evid~nct'," p. 1103. 
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a sum of 20,OOOl., and that sum he says is not his. Now 16PEB.1790. 

mark the concealment; he goes on to state tllat-
" Something of affinity to this anecdote may appear in the first aspect 

of another transaction. which I shall proceed t.o relate." 

It is no matter to me, for my prcscnt argument) whether 
that service was right or wrong, but I run willing he should 
take it, for the present argument, to be right-

" rand of which it is now immediately my duty to inform 'you. You 
will nave been ad,·ised by repeated addresses of this government of 1he 
arrival of an anny at Cuttac, under the command of Chimnajee Boosla, 
the second Bon of Moodajee Boosla, the Raja of Berar. The origin and 
destination of this force have been largely explained and detaill'd in the 
correspondence of the governmcnt of Berar, and in v8.!'ioos parts of our 
consultations. 'Ine minute relation of these would exceed the bounds 
of a lettl'r: I shall therefore confine myself to the principal fact. About 
the middle of the last year a plan of confederacy was formed by the 
Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn, by which it was proposed that while the army 
of the Marattas, under the command of Mahdajee Sindia and Tuckoojee 
Hoolkar, was employed to check the operations of General Goddard in 
the wcst of India, Hyder Ally Cawn should im·ade the Carnatic, Moodajee 
Boosla the provinces of Bengal, and he himself the Sircars of Raja
mundry and Chicacole. The government of Berar was rt'quired to accept 
the part assigned it in this combination, and to march a large body of 
troops immediately into Bengal. To enforce the request on the part of 
the ruling member of the Maratta state, menaces of instant hostility by 
the combined forces were added by Mahdajee Sindia, 'fuckoojee Hoolka, 
and Nizam Ally Cawn, in lettel'8 written by them to Moodajee Boosla on 
the occasion. He was not in a state to sustain the brunt of so formid
able a league, and ostensibly yielded; such at least was the tum which 
he gave to his acquiescence, in his lettel'8 to me; and his subsequent 
conduct has justilled his professions. I was early and progressively 
acquainted by him with the requisition. and with the measurt'8 which 
were intended to be taken, and which were taken by him upon it. The 
army professedly destined for Bengal marched on the Dussera of the 
last year, corresponding with the 7th of October. Instead of taking the 
dire::t course to Bahar, which had been prescribed, it proceedl'd, by 
various de,·iations and studied delays, to Cuttac, where it arri,·ed late in 
May last, having performed a practicablejoumey of three months in se,'en, 
and concluded it at the instant of the commencement of the rains, whi("h 
of coUl'8e would preclude its operations, and afford the government of 
Herar a further interval of five months to pro,·ide for the part which it 
would then be compelled to chuse. In the meantime lette1'8 were con
tinually written by the Rajah and his minister to tbis government, ex
planatory of their situation and motives, proposing their mediation and 
guarantee for a peace and alliance with the Peshwa, and professing, 
without solicitation on oUI lart. the most friendly di.!position towards 
us, and the most determine resolution to maintain it. Conformably to 
these assurances, and the aceeptancc of a proposal made by Moodajee 
Boosla, to depute his minister to Benaal for the purpose of negociliting 
and concluding the proposed treaty of peace. applications had been made 
to the Peshwa for credentials to the same effect. In the meantime the 
fatal news arrived of the defeat of yOUl army at Conjeveram. It now 
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18 PEB.1700. became necess&ry that every other object should give place, 01' be made 
- subservient to the preservation of the Carnatic; nor would the measures 

requisite for that end admit an instant of delay. Peace with the Marattas 
was the first object. To conciliate their alliance, and that of every other 
power in natural enmity with Hyder Ally, the next. Instant measures 
were taken (as our general advices will inform you) to secure both these 
points, and to employ the government of Berlll' as the channel and 
instrument of accomplishing them. Its army still lay on our borders, 
ani in distress for a long arrears of pay, not less occasioned by the want 
of pecuniary funds than a stoppage of communication. An application 
had been made to us for a supply of money, and the sum specified for 
the complete relief of the army was sixteen lacks. We had neither money 
to spare, nor, in the apparent state of that government in its relation to 
ours, would it have been either prudent or consistent with our public 
credit to have afforded it. It was nevertheless my decided opiuion that 
some aid should be given, not less as a necessary relief than as an indica.
tion of confidence, and a return for the many instances of substantial 
kindness which we had, within the course of the last two years, experi
enced from the government of Berar. I had an assurance that such a 
proposal would receh'e the acquiescence of the Board; but I knew that 
it would not pass without opposition, and it would have become public, 
which might have defeated its purpose. Convinced of the necessity of 
the expedient, and assured of the sincerity of the government of Berar, 
from evidences of stronger proof to me than I could make them appear 
to the other members of the Board, I resolved to adopt it, and take the 
entire responsibility of it upon myself. In this mode a less considerable 
sum would suffice. I accordingly caused three lacks of rupees to be 
delivered to the minister of the Rajah of Berar, resident in Calcutta. He 
has transmitted it to Cuttac. Two thirds of this sum I have raised by 
own credit, and shall charge it in my official accounts. The other third 
I have supplied from the cash in my hands belonging to the Honourable 

Palsehood in 
his account 
of the re
ceipt of the 
30,0001. 

Company."'" 

Now I state boldly that there is not one word of truth in 
all that letter"':'-not one I He states that something of 
affinity will· be found in the first aspect of another transac
tion. He proceeds to do away that affinity; and the affinity, 
if any, consists in this,-that he had paid to the Company a 
sum of 30,OOOl. The affinity he does away by stating that 
two thirds of it were not his own, but he had borrowed then 
from others, and the other third he had taken from the 
Company's cash in his hands. 

Now I state to your Lordships,-and I state it from 
the evidence of }'Ir. Hastings, himself,-that so far from 
there being an affinity only in the first aspect of the trans
action, the affinity was close and complete; that, so f.'U' 
from :Mr. Hastings having done what he ought to do, in 
doing away that affinity, the affinity follows him throughout; 
that it is the same transaction in all its parts: it is a bribe 

• Printed ill the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. n04. 
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taken which never belonged to Mr. Hastings or the Com- 16 FEB. 1790. 

pany. It is. I believe, the sum of money taken from Dinage- Conjectured 

pore. but I am not sure; at all events it was a sum of ~O~~t~:ken 
money taken. He states that two thirds he had borrowed ~~~re ina

from his friends, and the other third belonged to the Com- Contra~iC
pany,-cash he had in his hand. Not one word of that is ~~~~~':,~;~ 
true ! Your Lordships observe this is in the month of' . 
November. In the month of January. Mr. Hastings comes 
forward to the Board at Calcutta and tells them that he has 
expended a sum of 30,0001., or three lacs of rupees, and 
desires to have bonds for the whole; so that. so far from any 
of that money belonging to the Company, he upon the first 
of January takes bonds for the whole sum. In November, 
he had stated that one third of the money belonged to the 
Company; for that third he takes a bond to himself, and 
completely contradicts the account given in this letter. 

The next account of that transaction that we have, is in II. Letterot 
letter of the 22d of May in the year 1782.. That letter, 22 May 1792.. 

which is the third account of the transaction, completely 
falsifies both the others,-and it is Mr. Hastings' account, 
too. [The account accompanying] that letter states,-

.. The following sums were paid into the treasury and bonds given for 
them in the name of the Governor General, lin whose possession the 
bonds remain, with a declaration upon each, indorsed and signed by him, 
that he hl\.9 no claim on the Company for the amount,] either of principal 
or intl'1'6st." 

Then follows an account of the two bonds, which he said Account of 

originally was mODey that he had borrowed from other people ~~~:~or 
for the usc of the Company; so that this account, so far as ~~e':f f~r
it goes. falsifies the other parts of the account. The two tk: gse ~f 
thirds which he said had belDnged to himself now you find PIIDy.om 

belonged to the Company, and the other third which he 
stated belonged to the Company he takes II. bond for to him-
self. But that is not all: the third bond vanishes entirely His silence 

d .. t . f "1\.4' H' with regard an never appears agam many ransactIon 0 !Ur. astmgs, to the third 

but is at last brought into light by the letter e>f Mr. Larkins. hond. 

Mr. Larkins says, in the year 1786, forgetting all the dif- Mr. Larkins· 

ferent accounts Mr. Hastings had given ofit,-that, in 1780, t'tfn~7~f 
he had called two thirds his own and one third the Com-
pany's, in 1782, two thirds the Company's and one third 
his own,~forgetting all that, Mr. Larkins comes forward The third 

and says that that bond was converted into II. bill upon ~~~:to 

• Printed in the" Minutes of the EvidellC6," p. 1114. 
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18 FEB.l790. England and remitted in the terms of a particular loan. I 
a ,!i11 and shall produce that very hill into which that very bond was 
li~~:r. converted; and that one third, which he stat-ed was cnsh 

of the Company's in his hands, I will show you was, in 
Jnouary, converted into a bond; I will show that honll 
was converted into a hill; I will show that hill itself, paid 
to the attorneys of Mr. Hastings in Englaml Then 8hall I 

I dorse- he deemed too hold wh£:n I tt'll your Lordships there is not 
':ellt of the a word of truth in thai first letter I read to your Lordships? 
~:-~':::~~ng But this is not all; for, upon the 22d May, Mr. Hastings 
;;:.~~ Com· signs an account stating that the two honds, there men-

tioned to be in his possession, had then upon them an 
indorsement declaring that they did not helong to Mr. Hast
ings, hut to the Company. Mr. Hastings signs it and 
seals it: :Mr. Larkins goes a step farther nod swears it! 
Mr. Hastings told the House of COlDlDOns, in his Defence, 
that, being ahout to go npon a service of great personal 
danger, in the year 1781, he had indorsed those honds over 
to the Company, because he might unfortunately fall in that 
service of danger; nod it would he a hard thing for the 
Company if, for want of those indorsements, the bonds 
should he demanded hy his executors. Why he took bonds 
for the Company's money, why he concealed that it was 
the Company's money, I shall leave to your Lordships to 
determine. But, in 1785, he gives a sentimental reason why 
he hall indorsell those hontls in 1781. In his letter from 
Cheltenham to the court of Directors, he states precisely 
the same thing,-that, in 1781, he had indorsed those honds 
over to the Company, and gives precisely the same reason 
for it which he gave to the House of Commons. All these 

Statement ahout the indorsement,-Mr. Hastings' letter in 1782,
~~~::.g :Mr. Larkins' swearing,-Mr. Hastings' letter from Chel

tenham,-Mr. Hastings' Defence in the House of Com
mon.~,-al·e not, olle word of them, more true than the Jetter 
of the 29th of November. I shall produce the honds them
selves, by which I shall show to your Lord:::hips that, so far 
from heing indorsed by Mr. Hastings at the time he states 
and for the reason he assigns,-so far is it from heing true 
that they were indorsed at the time Mr. Larkins swears,
they were not indorsed for several days afterwards. I will 
show the indorsement in Mr. Hastings' own hand, contra
dicting everyone of the accounts Mr. Hastings has given of 
it. Then shall I be told that Mr. Hastings intended these 
bribes for the Company ?-that be took them as security for 
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an article or rcvenue,--..:that he took bonds for them, and Ijl FED. 1700. 

told stories about them? 'Will he tell me that, in the single-
ness of his heart, he has invented a system of fiction,-that, 
in his integrity, he has entangled himself in a maze of false-
hood which no man can extricate. him from,-and then, 
at last, is reduced to say this,-" Really, upon my word, I 
cannot tell you why I did it at all?" He saY8,-

" You know vfitY weD, Sir, that they could not be received without 
being pasaed to lome credit, and this could only be done [by entering it 
u a loan or .1 a deposit. The first was the least liable to reflection, and 
therefore I had obviously recourse to it. 'Vhy the second sum was 
intended as a deposit I am utterly ignorant. Possibly it was done 
without any special direction from me, possibly because it was the 
limplest mode of entry, and therefore prererred, as the transaction itself 
did not require concealment, having been already avowed. Although I 
am firmly persuaded that these were my sentiments on the occasion,] yet 
I will not affirm they were." ... 

'Vhy it was necessary that this transaction should not be 
fairly stated,-why it was necessary that it should be passed Dis1!onest 

I di f 1 h • th . h uld motIves for to t 1e ere t 0 a oan,-w y It was necessary at It s 0 concealing 

be stated as a deposit,-why it was necessary that all that :~':,~ransn~ 
fraud, fal:!ehood and fiction, should attend the transaction, 
-I am at a loss to comprehend, otherwise than this, 
tl1at Mr. Hasting:! meant to take it for himself. If he had 
not meant to take it for himself, what was so natural and 
easy as to send it to the common office, to be entered as a 
receipt of revenue, with the name of the person who paid it, 

• Dnd the cause why it was paid? Dut he says-" It was 
necessary it should be passed to some credit; I, therefore, 
ehose it. should be passed to my credit." Why to his credit, 
unless he intended to conceal those receipts from the public His inten. 

eye for ever? He tells you he intended they should be ~~i~~ ~~. 
concealed frolD the public eye for e\'er. He says in one tl;~e:E~::1. 
place-" I intended always that this money should be 
applied to the Company; I took bonds for it; and, yet, I 
intende(l it should be concealed from the public eye for 
ever." It must have been discovered to the public eye some 
time or other, for whenln'er he had given up these bonds to 
the Company then this ostentation must be great, and then 
he does not Dccomplish that which he said he intended to 
accomplisl1, namely, the concealment of it for ever. 

• Extract from Mr. Hastings' letter to the Chairman of the court of Di· 
!'eCtors, dated Cheltenham, 11th July, 1785.-Printed in the" Minntt'S of the 
Evidence,· p. 1152. 
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10 FlIB.1790. This is the conduct of no man in the world but a man 
who intends to conceal-who does intend to take the money 
for his own use. He never discovers, when called upon by 
his masters, whom he got it from; he keeps everything 
in secrecy and mystery. He never discovers it but in the 
moment 'of distress, and then he desires you to conclude that 
he intended aU this money for the Company's use. 

His cont.,.,. 
dictions. 

" As to the manner in which these sums have been expended [the 
reference which I have made of it in the accompanying account to the 
several accounts to which they are credited, renders any other specifi
cation of it unnecessary; besides that those accounts either have or will 
have received a much stronger authentication] than any that I could give 
to mine." 

He means by that Mr. Larkins' Affidavit:-
" Why these sums were taken by me [why they were, except the 

second, quietly transferred to the Company's use, why bonds were taken 
for the first, and not for the rest, might, were this matter to he exposed 
to tIle view of the public, furnish a variety of conjectures to which it 
would be of little use to reply."" 

If Mr. Hastings meant t{) guard against the imputation 
of having taken that money to his own use, he would have 
pursued a different conduct: but, if he intended to take it 
for his own use, he would have pursued precisely the con
duct he has done. Will you believe a man when he comes 
and tells you, - c< I have contradicted myself five times: 
Mr. Larkins has contradicted both himself and me three 
times: I have concealed everything, and yet I have told you 
I have disclosed everything: I have evaded everything that· 
could throw light upon the business; and now, when you 
ask me for my rea.'lons, I cannot tell my reasons: pos
sibly, these might be my reasons-possibly, some others. I 
do not know what they were; but I desire that you will 
believe me, who have been guilty of aU this system of fraud 
and artifice, that I did not intend that which it is plain and 
manifest I did intend; but that you will believe I did 
intend that which all my conduct gives a. total and complete 
lie to 7" He says,-

" Were your honourable court to question me upon these points, 
[ I would answer, that the sums were taken for the Company's benefit, 
at times in which the Company very much needed them; that I 
either chose to conceal the first receipts from public curiosity, by receiving 
bonds for the amount, or possibly acted without any studled design 
which my memory could at this distance of time verify; and that I did 
not think it worth my care] to observe the same means with the rest."t 

.. Letter of Mr. Hastings to the court of Directors; dated 22d May, 1782.
Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1114-

t Extract from the letter of the 22nd May.-Printed as above. 
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Now, you are to suppose that Mr. Hastings, who tells 16F~790. 
you he has acted without any studied design, involves himself His.profes. 
. d h . t 'h 'fi al h fesslon of lD a con uct t e most 10 ncate, t e most arti c , t e most having acted 

fictitious, that any man in the world ever did; and that :~~out de· 

this is the way that Mr. Hastings acts, as he tells you, when 
he acts without any design-that when he acts without 
any design his conduct is double, that when he acts with-
out any design his conduct is intricate, that when he 
acts without any design his conduct is dark; but when he 
acts with design,-and I wish he would tell us when he 
does not act with design,-all is clear and explicit. He tells 
you, possibly these were his motives-whether they were or 
not he does not know-and that they may have escaped his 
memory. That letter of the 29th of November, as I stated 
when I set out, was so far from a letter of discovery that it 
was a letter of concealment. 

Now I come to another sum of money,-I mean that Case of the 

sum that was received from the Nawab of Oude. That ~~Pv~~i.o~ 
was a sum of 100,OOOI.,-and in a very few words, I trust, ~~O~d:.ab 
I shall satisfy your Lordships that Mr. Hastings did in- ~is inteu. 

tend, as long as he could, to keep that money to his own ~g:pr,~g it to 
use. Unquestionably, he made a discovery of that sum, his own lise. 

but, unquestionably, he had a good reason for that discovery, 
as he tells you himself. In his letter from Cheltenham he 
tells the court of Directors, that, when fortuqe threw in his 
way a sum of a magnitude too great to be concealed, he 
thought it was best to discover it. So long as the sums were of 
so small an amount that they could be concealed, he thought 
it a convenient way to take bonds for them and keep them 
himself; but it was necessary that he should go another 
way to work when they were of a magnitude too great to be 
concealed. Accordingly, in January 1782, he writes this 
letter to the court of Directors: -

" Hon. Sin,-While the Vizier was at Chunar, an offer of a consider
able sum of money was made me on the part of the Nabob and his 
ministers ~ as .. present. I accepted it without hesitation and gladly, 
being entirely destitute both of means and credit, whether for your 
service, or tbe relief of my own necessities. This donation was not made 
in specie, but in bills, which have been in part only and tardily realized, 
be~ng ~wn on the house of .Gopaul Doss, .who ~ at the time a 
prISoner in the hands of Cheet Smg.· The remamder 15 m the course of 
payment, and I make no doubt of its being paid. What I have received 
has been laid out in the public service. The rest shall be applied to the 
same account. The nominal sum is ten lacks of rupees of the currency 

R2 
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16 FED. 1790. of Dude. As soon as the whole is completed I will transmit to you 
a faithful account of it." J. 

And then he goes on and begs the Company to give him 
that sum to himself. 

~i. admis- Your Lordships are to take along with you that it was a 
sion that the f . . d bal' 
sum was too sum a a magmtu e too great to e conce ed ;-:Mr. HastIngs 
~~J: has said so himself;-and tIle best way of getting a sum (0 

His state
mont that 
the money 
was held 
in bill. on 
Gopal Doss. 

one's self, which is of a ma.,onitude too great to he concealed, 
is to ask it under an appearance of poverty, and to state the 
sum to he precarious in its receipt. Accordingly, your 
Lordships will see that this account tells the Directors, 
loosely, that it was in bills drawn npon the house of Gopal 
Doss, who was a prisoner in the hands of Cheyt Sing; that 
it was in part and only tardily realised. The idea which he 
means to convey to his masters, and the idea that he conveys 
to the mind of your Lordships when you read it., is this,
that it was a sum for whi~h be had a secnrity in his hand, 
but a security of a precarious nature; and, we aU know, 
mankind more easily part- with that which is precarious in 
its realisation than that which is actually cash in their 
hands. 

Tbebills Now, what is the fact as to this? At the time when 
:""'l:!lwhen he wrote this letter of the 20th of January from Patna, 
he wrote. Mr. Hastings had received 90,0001. of that money and had 

it in his pocket; at the time when he st.l1.tes that it was 
in part only and tardily realised-at the time when he 
holds out to them that it was a chance whether it was 
recoverable-I.e had' 96,0001. out of the 100,0001. in his 
pockeL 1Vould it not have been more fair, simple, plain, 
to have said,-~' It is true I ha'fe received these bills. I 
thought they might be badish bills at first, but they have 
turned out extremely good. 'Ve cannot lose much~we 
have 96,0001. out of the 100,OOO1.?" That would have been 
the fair way of stating it; but then the Company might not 
have been so ready to listen to his plea of poverty, and to 
give it him. 

Origi~al Having stated that, let me put your Lordl!hips in mind, 
~~~1~:t~ also,.of the date of this letter. The sum of money. yonr 
=~~~t. Lordships know. was received in the month of September, 

when the Wazir was 'at Chunar; from the month of Sep-

. • Letter to the Court of Directors, dated 20th January 1782.-Priuted as 
above, p. 1112. 
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tember to the 20th of January, he keeps it a dead secret 16 FEB. 1700. 

from all his colleagues. This lettel'did not leave Bengal 
till the lst of March. It is five months before he fi1'st con-
descends to tell his masters anything of the transaction; for, 
though the letter bears date upon the 20th of January, yet, 
as it did not leave Calcutta .till the 1st of March, the first 
account the DirectorA have of it is an account that may fairly 
be stated to be dated upon the 1st of March. But that is 
not all; your Lordships are to look at the singular date of 
these letters, and make it coincide with some formidable cir
cumstances that occurred at the same time. When was the 
Kella taken 1 Upon the 14th of January. When were tIle 
bags of treasures in the possession oc'Mr. Middleton and the 
Nawab? Upon .the 14th of January. Had Mr. Hastings 
communicated to the court of Directors, that, at a time 
when the Wazir was thirty lacs of rupees in debt to them, 
he hall made an offer to him of 100,0001.? Mr. Hastings 
knew they would have spumed at it; that they would 
have told him,-" How can you have the audacity to take 
100,0001. from a man who you know is 200,0001. or 300,000/. 
in debt' to us? Carry it to the account of our debt." He 
waits and conceals the transaction till, by his fraud and 
'Violence, the Nawab's debt was paid with the plunder of the 
Begums. then he thinks it possible, that, in the moment of 
finding their own debt paid, they may consent that he should 
have a sllare in their plunder, Therefore, seven days after 
taking the Kella, Mr. Hastings communicates, for the first 
time, a transaction which happened five months before. I 
think then I state fltirly, when I state that MJ". Hastings' 
co.cealment of that sum and of the mode of receipt afford 
a. fair inference that he intended to take that money for bis 
own use. 

But that is not all the observation that arises upon that Parade or 
I I hall d . L d h' I!. I gratitude for etter. s eSlre your or 8 IpS to re1er your8e ves to aid received 

the Benares Narrative. You will there see an ostentatious r~f?~':il:' 
parade of every little aid Mr. Hastings received while at ri~,:,Narra, 
Chunar. Your Lordships will see terms of the highest . 
panegyric [lavished] upon a man who lent him a lac of 
rupees: he pours forth as much praise as he possibly could 
upon so bountiful and ben~ficent a citizen. Upon another 
'who lent him 40,000 rupees, he is equally lavish of his 
panegyric; he feels it as a stronlY' impression of gratitude; 
and, in the whole course of that B~nares Narrative, he reverts 
to the praise of these men who had furnished him with those 
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16 FEB. 1790. little aids, while at Chunar and Benares. I am to state that 
No .;.;;rtion at the time he wrote that Benares'N arrative, he had actually 
ofthethreo • dth I f had' d" h d lacs rcceivGd receive ree acs 0 rupees-receIve It In cas ; an , 
W:~.ho yet, not one word of the Wazir's name occurs in it. Will 

you believe that, if he had intended to do the same thing 
with one sum of money as with the other, he would not have 
been equally lavish in his praise of the Wazir as he was of 
the others? It is an inference I defy the human mind to 
repel, that he did intend to employ this money to his own 
use, since he so industriously concealed it from everybody; 
and when he wrote this letter of the 20th of January, he 
never disclosed one word to his colleagues about the trans
action. 

I,etter relat· Having stated this to your Lordships, the only other 
t~u~":~~n letter which I have to state is that letter which gives an 
J:::!1,~o\J. account of the transaction with Nobkissin. With respect 

to that transaction he, fairly, in a careless way, tells them,
Represents "I have received a sUIl\ of money. You owe me a sum of 
thesnmrc- h" d h . h ccived 88 II money on some account or ot er -an e gtves t em a 
~i°:'t va,. long bead roll of items. "You will have no objection to 
riO\~~_~e'r~ pay it, provided I can get it from somebody and take it to 
C~:npa~y. e myself." That is all the account he gives of the transaction. 

From that time to this, no more account of any sort or kind 
is to be got of this transaction with respect to Mr. Hastings, 
till the year 1786, when there appears a letter from 

JIb-. L~rkin.· Mr. Larkins, which is certainly a most singular production. 
~~~!t\~:'x. Mr. Larkins in that letter has to account,-first, why a letter 

of the 22d of 1\.lay did not leave Calcutta till the 16th of 
December; and next, he is to explain Mr. Hastings' account 
of the 22d of May. For your Lordships will observe that, 
in the account of the 22d .of May, there appears to be a gross 
sum of 19 lacs, 64,000 rupees, received by Mr. Hastings. 
The items of the account contain nothing more than the 
times in which, he says, he paid them over to the Company: 
it says nothing of the times of receipt or of the persons 
by whom paid ;-all that he refers for explanation to 

It furn' I ()8 l\fr. Larkins. 
O!IIY"~~;. I shall produce Mr. Larkins' letter, and shall only observe 
hal account. h I h h h • I upon t at etter t at e as not gIven a comp ete account; 

but, as he states himself, he has only given part of the 
account. He has not stated the whole account of sums 
received for Mr. Hastings, but only an account of those sums 
which Mr. Hastings states in his letter of the 22d of May; 
whether there were more Or fewer he does not tell, but 
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confines himself spccificallyto that letter. Next, Mr. Lar- 16 FEB.l790. 

kins was not in posscssion of that account. Mr. Larkins 
tells you that one account was kept by Cantoo Baboo, the 
other account was kept by Mr. Hastings' private munshi or 
Persian interpreter. Then Mr. Larkins only gives you such 
parts of the account 8S Can too Baboo chose to read to him, 
and no more. There might be fifty pages of it. All we can 
say is, that it is a piece of the account which Mr. Larkins 
endeavours to explain and connect with the account given 
by Mr. Hastings in 1782. But the first thing he does is to 
disclaim affidavit making,-he having been a little severely 
handled with respect to the affidavit I have stated,-and he 
declares he will never again, voluntarily, do such an act. 
However, I shall have occasion, in the course of this 
business, to produce another voluntary affidavit, and of 
Mr. Larkins, contradicting his voluntary affidavit of 1782. 
But he is to explain why this letter of the 22nd of May ~is explana
never left Calcutta till long after the Parliamentary inquiry ~~!;fnthe 
~ainst. Mr. H~ti~gs was kno'!'n. It seems an odd time ?f ~~~it.::!~~ng 
Its commg, but It IS necessary It should be accounted for mings' letter 

'H J! • h' of the22d llome way. e accounts Jor It t IS way:- of May. 

("The particulars of the paper No.1. were read over to me from a 
Bengal paper br his banyan, Cantoo Baboo; and, if I am not mistaken, 
the three first lines of that No.2. were read over to me from a Persian 
paper by his moonshy. The translation of these particulars made by me 
was, as I verily believe, the first eomplete memorandum that he ever 
possessed of them in the English language."] • 

Then he goes on to Bay that he would not carry this to 
the secretary, because he had known letters ,lost that were 
given to the secretary,-" Upon the 21st August I fell ill : 
I sent it to Mr. Auriol; he would not take charge of it. I 
was unable to write: I seut the letter by my servant to 
Mr. Geo. Nevill Thompson, Mr. Hastings' private secre
tary." Now Mr. Auriol might have an objection, and say be 
would not send a letter in the packet which bore th~ appear
ance of a private letter of Mr. Larkins; but, when,Mr. Lar
kins knew that the person who made it up would refuse it 
on that account, why did he not say to Mr. Auriol-" It is not 
a letter of mine but of Mr. Hastings; do you put it in the 
packet P" All we know of this letter is this, that it lies in 
the hands of George Nesbitt Xhompson. Why it is kept 
in his hands-how it goes out of hiS" hands-what message 

• Letter from Mr. I.erkins to the Chairman of the court crf Directo", dated 
5th Auguat, 1786. Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1153, 
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16 FEB. mo. was sent with it~we ao not know. Mr. Larkin!', in en
deavouring to explain why this account never came till the 
16th of December, never tells us one word more than that 
the letter got into the hands of :Mr. George Nesbitt Thomp
son, and there it lay. 

::I~~e:tiOl1S Then he proceeds to tell us, which is true, that there was 
or the delay. a ship which put back between the 22nd of May and the 

sending the letters by the packet. He might have sent it 
by that, but he 8ays,-

n You will find that there was no letter from the Board, or from either 
of the secretaries, of a later date than the 9th of May, and therefore the 
packet was made up that day." 

It would have been indecent in Mr. Larkins, I suppose, to 
have sent a letter after the packet was made up, notwith
standing the vessel remained therc till the· 13th day of June. 
He never thought of sending it, though it was so necessary 
for the credit 'of Mr. Hastings. But it is not trne, in point of 
filct, that there was no letter of a'tater date than the 9th of 
May, for there was one of the 13th of May; and it is an in
contestible fact that that vessel was there till the 13th of 
June. He goes on to give a good reason for this, that sbe 
was badly manned and· not likely to make a short pa88age. 
And, therefore, this ship, which was sufficient to carry the 
Company's cargo,-which was a ship sufficient to C:lfry all 
the acts relative to the department of the state,-is not 
sufficient to carry this important letter of the discovery of 
Mr. Hastings' bribe; and, therefore, it is kept concealed from 
the court of Directors till the 16th of January 1782. And, 
therefore, I have a right to take it,-till Mr. Larkins satisfies 
me more upon the subject,-that that letter was not intended 
to be sent till it actually was sent. 

Mr. Larkins' But, be that as it may, he goes on and states to your 
~os':.':!sor Lordships an account which has these titles,~Dinageporc 
received. -Patna-.,.Nuddea. He endeavours to apply all these sum!', 

so taken, to the sums, more or less, in Mr. Hastings' account. 
\ I shall not trouble your Lordships with going minutely into 

\ those accounts till they come before you; but, whcn those 
\~ecounts are produced to your Lordships, I shall take the 
]~rty of showing you, from the face of the accounts them
se wes, that I have considerable reason to believe that there 
is n t one sum in one account that has the least connection 
with\or relation to a sum in the other account. Be t.hat as 
it ma)\ tllis account opens another field to your Lordships; 
fOl" we :fi~d upon tJtis account t.hat, so LV from it being true 
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that the Comlmny was in difficulty when some of the smus 16 FHB. 1790. 

wcre takcD, they were taken when the Company was in The Com. 
't • d t f th th t t k "any not in prosperi y; an, a~ 0 some 0 ose sums . a were It en ditlicu!ty 

when the Company was in distress, you will find that they :~~~ ~~~ 
'Jay for near two years in the hands of Gunga. Govind Sing. taken. 

At the time when the Company was in great distress, when 
the Company was in want of everything, the money was 
lying in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing, and was only paid 
over when he chose to pay it over. 

Dut that is not all, for there is a sum of money lying, Otre~ SY?lS. 
for what I know not, in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing. ~o~nt,~ 

f 1\1 H · l' h' h h' fi G for,remam. or 0 r. astmgl1, w 11C IS t e same t mg; or unga ingin GUllga 

Govind Sing and :Mr. Hastings, with respect to these trans- ~;;:~d 
actionlll, are one. Gunga Govind Sing was his agent: what hauds. 

is received by his agent is received by himself: and there is a 
Bum of 12,OOOl., by the confession of this agent, which is still in 
the hands of Gunga Govind Sing; and a sum of three lacs of 
rupees, between 'O,OOOl. and 50,000/., not at all accounted for 
in anyone respect, stated in this account to be received by 
Mr. Hastings and Gunga Govind Sing. It may be in the 
hands of Gunga Govind Sing, it may be in the pocket of 
Mr. Hastings; whether in the hand of the one or in the 
pocket of the other, is of no consequence to me: I charge it 
upon Mr. Hastings as a receipt the moment it is paid to 
Gunga Goviild Sing. 

And this account shows, also, the uses and purposes for Ruin. of the 

l 'h h' 't f ' d h proVIllCCS W 11C t IS commIt ee 0 reveuue was appomte ; w y f"om which 

Gunga Govind Sing was set over them, and they made ~~~C:~~ed 
tools in Mr. Hastings' hands to plunder those provinces. money. 

Dinagepore ruined; Patna ruined; N uddea, as I have 
stated, ruined. Rajeshaye was ruined, which is also another 
province cont.1ined in this account. Everyone of them pro-
vinces from which Mr. Hastings received money. 

There is another thing which I have to state to your Attempted 

Lordships upon this account :-and that is pretty nearly all ~Pll~'t~~~ 
that I llave to 8ay to you. Mr. Larkins is extremely struck kms,!r.snms 
h • h uld . remannng t at It Il 0 appear upon thIS account that a· sum of nn~l\lll<d 

12,000l. was actually in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing, ~~Vi~~Ull""" 
nnd n. B.um of three lacs of rupees not accounted for at all- ~~~. 
securIties taken for it, but tbe lUoney not accounted for-
and Mr. Larkins tells you that,-

"Altbough Mr. Hastings was extremely dissatisfied with tbe excuses 
Gunga Govind Sing made for not paying [Mr. Croftes tbe sum stated. 
by the Paper ~o. I, to be in his charge, he never could obtain from him 
any] further payments on that account," 



266 Opening of the Sixth Charge-Presents: 

16 FEB. mo. Will your Lordships believe that Gunga Govind SinO" 
could have 40,000/. of the Company's money in his hands ~ 

Pretence or that Mr. Hastings should be willing to take that 40,OOOl. 
~~;/!:;r from him; that· he should ·be extremely angry for his not 
~!t~~~ion of paying it; and that, iu spite of all he could do, he never could 
the money. make him pay it 1 The thing is incredible of itself: it can-

His pallCo 
gyrio on 
GungaGo
vind Sing, 
whenleav· 
ing India. 

not be, it is not, true: and 1 state why it is Iiot true, 
because Mr. Hastings, so far from being dissatisfied with 
Gunga Govind Sing, poured out all the treasures of the 
Company upon him before he left Bengal. The last act of 
his administration was a most lavish panegyric on that man: 
the last act . of his administration was a most wanton pro
fusion of treasure to reward that man. Will you believe 
that, at that time, that man owed the Company 50,OOOl., 
which Mr. Hastings corruptly concealed? Why did not 
Mr. Hastings deliver over Gunga Govind Sing as a public 
defaulter to Sir John Macpherson 1 • Mr. Hastings left the 
government and Sir John .Macpherson in perfect ignorance 
of the debt. Did he leave Gunga. Govind Sing in disgrace 
as a defaulter? He left him with a public panegyric for his 
abilities; he left him with '3 public reward for his fidelity: 
and at that very time that man, so far from deserving well 
of the Company, was actually keeping 50,000l. from them, 
and, for ought 1 know, is keeping it from them at this very 
moment. Mr. Hastings says :-" I cannot leave the countl·y 
without rewarding my servants. Gunga Govind Sing has 
stuck by me in all my perils: he has been faithful when my 
countrymen were faithless. They looked to the English 
Government; they looked to those in whom the Parliament 
of this country have put power and authority. He never cast 
his eyes off the person of the Governor: he looked to me, 
and me alone, through all my difficulties. .1 owe him a 
great reward: justice, gratitude, and even policy demand it." 

HowlISin These are his words. Policy, indeed, did demand it, but 
~~;,wd~or it WlLS the policy of concealment; he was in the power of 
vind Sillg. Gunga Govind Sing, and he rewarded him in order to 

conceal it. Why did he not, else, deliver over Gunga 
Govind Sing as a public defaulter? He kept Sir John 
Macpherson and the succeeding Council in ignorance. This 
is the man whom he thinks it is wise, prudent and political. 
to reward: this is the man whom Mr. Larkins would have 
you conceive that MI'. Hastings was angry with. The only 
spark of Mr. Hastings' anger, that I can find, is a public 
panegyric and a public reward I 
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I shall now conclude what I have to say with merely 16 PE& 1790. 

reminding your Lordships that I have stated the originalIlA:lcnPitula_· 
orders of the Company with respect to the letting of the tiou. 

lands; that I have stated the orders of the Company and 
the opinions of Mr. Hastings with respect to all the various 
duties in that department; that I have shown to your 
Lordships all those duties transgressed, all those orders dis-
obeyed, a new government established, inefficient to all good 
purposes and efficient to all bad ones; and I have stated to 
your Lordships a country ruined and oppressed under his 
mismanagement; and further, that in that country, so ruined 
and 80 oppressed under his mismanagement, in every part 
where you find oppression, knavery and fraud, you futd 
that Mr. Hastings took a sum of money. Connect all 
these together, either as aggravations of the original offence 
or as specific charges of themselves, and I defy Mr. Hastings 
to be acouitted of them. 

Your Lordships have been told that the country of Bengal Representa-
. fl . h· It b d h d f tionof the 18 ouns mg. may e un er t e goo government 0 one state of 

of your Lordships; but much did Mr. Hastings leave for t:~~
one of your Lordship8 to execute: a severe task he imposed wallis. 

upon him, after all the oppressions, after all the ravages, 
after all the ruin, occasioned by those corrupt acts. He was 
sent to govern a discontented people, a ruined country, an 
oppressed nation: 1 believe most cordially that he has 
governed it honestly and that he is governing it well: I 
have every reason to believe that he is acting in every 
respect the contra:ry'to what Mr. Hastings did; but -1 know 
he has described himself to be in an arduous and difficult 
situation indeed; for, in one of his letters to the court of 
Directors and the Compauy, he tells them,-

"I shan unquestionably do my utmost endeavour to execute your 
wise and beneficent intentions. But I have a difficult task, for in what 
situation do I find the country! No doubt it will be happy for the 
country of Bengal--if"-what1-"if the principal landholders and 
traders of that country should be again restored to a situation in which 
t~ey may he able to live with decency, and to maintain their families 
With respect.". 

• The lettel' of Lord Comwa.l.lis here quoted from Is dated on the 2nd 
of August, 1789, and was printed for the Honse of Commons in the month of 
March, 1790. The following are the passages referred to s-

.. The hnmane and liberal sentimen.ts whieh dietated the instmctions upon 
which the present plan is founded, will prompt you to receive the highest 
gratifieation, if my hopes of its producing wealth and happiness to the intelli
gent and industrious part of the individuals of this country shall be reali.sed. 
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16 FED. mo. 'Who imposed that severe task upon that noble Lord? 
Th~ i\mpo-'

t 
Who left him to restore the principal landholders of the 

vcn~ unen • 
cf the country t.O a state of decency? Mr. Hastmgs did all these 
r.;~:;a;)f!io acts. Mr. Hastings pulled down that fabric, and left it to the 
~~~~ast. ability, honour and integrity, of that noble Lord to rebuild. 

But it is Ii lamentable thing, that a country which has been 
under our government so long should be reduced to such a. 
state, that the utmost that one ofthe ablest and most intelligent 
of your Lordships could hope to do is to restore the principal 
landholders and traders of that country to a "situation in 
which they may be able to live with decency and to maintain 
their families with respect." What does he state further ;-" I 
find an opulent country?"-No !-"a flourishing country?" 
- No!"":"",, I find a country ruined and oppressed; I find every 
principal zamindar,"-I use his own words,-" I find every 
body, except the sanafs and banyas, advancing hastily to a 
state of poverty and wretchedness." Why are the banyas 
and the sarrafs the only persons wllO are not" advancing 
hastily to a state of poverty and wretchedness?" All the 
protected people of Mr. Hastings are banyas, usurers and 
tax-gatherers; they are the only rich men in that country; 
to such ,a situation has Mr. Hastings reduced it ! 

~~~~r~!. With respect to Benares he states, what, in another pnrt, 
will come more properly and fully before your Lordships,
that, from the event of the expulsion of Cheyt Sing, it has 
been in an uniform state of decline in manufacture, agri
culture and commerce. 

t
C\orruptiollr These are' all the acts of Mr. Hastings; and I charge 

lOOOUSOQ I h' h .. I hi h di d all I' oppression. lOme upon lID t e prmmp e w c pro uce t lose 
innovations and aU that destruction. It originated in cor

Just,ifiootion ruption: for corruption the provinces were sold; by cor
f.~g~~y~'::"; ruption the provinces were oppressed. Yet, we ha\"e heard, 

And, independent of all other considerations, I can assnre yon it will be of the 
utmost importance for promoting the solid interests of the Company, that the 
principal landholders and traders in the interior parts of the country should 
be restored to such circnmstances as to enable them to support t.heir families 
with decency, and to maintain their families with respect." 

.. I am sorry to be obliged to say .that agriculture and internal commerco 
has for many years been gradually declining, and that at present, excepting 
the class of shroffs and banians, who reside almost entirely in great towns, the 
inhabitants of these provinces are advancing hastily to a general state of 
poverty and wretchedness. In this description I must even inclnde almost 
every zemindar in the Company's territories, which, though it may have been 
partly occasioned by their own indolence and extravagance, I am afraid must 
also be in a great measure attributed to the defects of our former system of 
management." 
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in other places, that, if your revenues were secure. if YOUrIG FXB.li90. 

country was safe and prosperous, if Bengal was happy and easy, tend;dsnc

it is madness aud folly to b'y Mr. Hastings by the standard cess or bis
t • 1" h b govemmen . of humaDlty all' Justice: we ave een told that he 

may, antI that be must. violate all the laws of God and 
nature, or that he must run counter to all the principles of 
Asiatic government. I join issue with that sort of defence 
that has been made for him. I defy his Counsel to prove 
tbat there was either safety. happiness or prosperity. I 
state that the foundation upon which that defence stands 
falls to the ground. The country was not safe, happy. 
prosperous, under his go.vernment. Corruption caused un
happiness; corruption caused inhumanity; corruption caused 
injustice; corruption causetI the viollltions of the laws of 
God and of nature: and I am yet to learn in what part of 
the world it is to be found-in what species of philosophy 
we are to discover-that inhumanity, injustice. -violations of 
the laws of God and nature. can tend to the happiness and 
prosperity of the people. God has not so cQD8tructeel the 
universe. It cannot be. Point out a. spot upon the globe 
where injustice and inhumanity prevail in the government,-
where violations of the laws of God and nature prcvail.-
anel I will point you out a miserable, unhappy, dejected, 
discordant and destroyed. people. I will point you out the 
peoyle of Dinagepore; I will point you out the people of 
RaJeshaye; I will point you out the people of Behar; I will 
point you out everyone province from which Mr. Hastings 
took money. The violations of the laws of God and nature, 
in a government, must inevitably be attendetI with the 
unhappiness otthe people. 
~But will the defenders oflir. Hastings, who. I know. have 
ingenuity and talents to discover any defence~who have 
industry to make the most of it and eloquence to adorn it
will they join issue upon that defence. and admit that he 
has violated the laws of God and nature. and yet contend 
that the country has been safe. happy and prosperous. anel 
has been advantageously governed? I should say it must 
have been from some circumstances independent of the viola
tion of the laws of God and nature that they were happy. 
In so far as the laws of God nnd nature were violated. was 
so much taken out of the scale of their happiness and 
prosperity. 

I may be told that they cannot be governed otherwise. P1ell! of ne

Goel forbid that that should be said to your Lordships! I ::'"~~~~ 



270' Opening oj the .sixth Charge-Presents: 

.1~ Flm.17jMl· know that the learned Counsel will not tell your Lordships 
Ions ~vem. that it must .be governed so; they will not tell you that it 
mentm b d . h • h . d .., 11m India. must egoverne. wit m umamty an lDJuBtice. ow 

they will not. If it cannot be governed without inhumanity 
and injustice, in God's name, abandon the country; for it is 
better that you should abandon it than that you should state, 
as a defence to any inhuman act, that the country cannot be 
governed without inhumanity and injustice. If you were to 

. acquit him upon the :necessity of violating the laws of God 
and nature,· YOll would establish a principle ten thousand 
times more important than the lives of ten thousand :Mr. 
Hastings's; for you would establish this, that every future 
Governor of India may rob and plunder as he pleases,-may 
commit every act of injustice, of inhumanity, and violate 
every law of God and nature,-and yet be acquitted when he 
comes home, and even receive applause for his conduct. I 
know you never can sanction such principles if they should 
be urged before you. With this observation I leave it. 
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SPEECH OF THE RT. HON. CHA.RLES JAMES FOX, 
MANA.GER. FOR THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
IN SUMMING UP THE EVIDENCE ON THE 
SIXTH, SEVENTH AJ\~ FOURTEENTH, AR
TICLES OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO PRE
SENTS j 7 J l'NE. 1790. 

My LORDs,-The Managers for the Commons have been 7 lnm 17\10. 

pleased to lay upon me the difficult and arduous task of -
summing up to your Lordships, and of observing upon, that 
great variety of evidence which we have submitted to your 
Lonlships, during the course of the last and present sessions 
of Parliament. 

My Lords, I hope it will not be imputed to ani desire of Claim. on 

al • f al d" . if I d I' . attention of person attention or 0 person Istmction, 0 so lelt the Court. 

your Lordships, most eagerly and most earnestly, to give 
me all the attention which the subject requires, considering 
rather the importance of the information which I shall 
submit to your Lordships for your judgment, than the de-
fective manner in which it is likely to be stated to your 
Lordships. . 

'I know, my Lords, that in past times there have been 
orators who had, justly perhaps, a confidence in theii talents 
and abilities, which allowed expressions and modes of think
ing which, undoubtedly, I should be as absurd as vain if I 
could possibly entertain. I know that no less a person than 
Cicero, speaking to judges, has said-all he desired from 
them was integrity and honour, for as to listening to him 
[he would be responsible for securing their attention.] * I 
am precisely in the contrary situation, which is, to request of 
your Lordships, what I shall be unable to enforce withont 

• !"he quotation is apparently from the Oration against Verres, but no pas
age has been met with exactly agreeing with the sentiment expressed by iL 
Perh.apa the rollowing sen~nces, occurring at the commencement of th~ First 
Oration. may hue been m the Manager's mind when he was speaking:
.. Ego causam sic &gam, Judices, ej osmodi res ita notas, ita testatas, ita 
magnas, ita manifestas, pl'Oteram, ut nelDO a Tobis conetur contendere- • • • 
lla res a me agetur ut, in eorum consiIiis omnibus, non modo aures hominum 
sed etiam oculi populi Romani iuteresse videantur. • • • • Propter hoc, 
Judices, peto, ut in hoc judicio nemo improbus, pneter eUlD qui jampridem 
inYelitus est, ~tur." 



272 Summing of Evidence Dn 6th, 7tl, and 14th, Charges: 

. 7 JU~790. the indulgence and IISsistance of your Lordahips, an atten
tion to what I liMn lay befor~ you. If your Lordtihips give 
me that indulgence, and that boon of listening with the 
attention whieh the subject deserves, but which I have no 
means of enforcing, I have no doubt afterwards of your 
Lordsllips' judgment, knowing your Lordships' integrity, 
and certain that the filets· which I state must lead to the 
conclusions which I must desire you to draw from them. 

1!nllttTaL-- My Lords, in the point of that object of drawing attention, 
tlvmlc" of I d b dl al d d' d Ii the subject. , un ou te y, come so un er lS!I. vantnges pecu ar to 

this cnuse; not only that. I follow those who have been 
more able to illustl-ate the subjects which they have treated, 
and have been more able to draw your attention to them, 
but, also, in the nature of the subjects themselves. For, as·it 
often happens that the most beautiful and striking effects 
in nature are produced by causes very different from the 
effects themselves, so it has happened, in this great busi
ness, that those striking objects which have been already 
displayed to your Lordships-in some of which I have had 
my unworthy share-were objects such as naturally com
manded the attention of this House and the public;-were 
objects such as drew to them, from their magnitude and 
importance, from the great matters which they involved, 
from the destruction of provinces and the extent of domi
nion, the attention, not only of this. country, but of all 
Europe and aU the enlightened part of the .world. But 
'what I am to sum up to your Lordships is of a different 
nature. I am to· show that which, possibly, might be the 
secret spring of [those] events,-[circumstances] which, of 
themselves;' are neither great nor of a nature which would 
with any degree of satisfaction attract the attention of any 
liberal minds. I am to prove that those great and extra
ordinary events were coupled with, and probably had their 
source in, cQrruption, in meanness, in peculation, in rapacity, 
and in those sorts of crimes wnich, however odious and con
temptible they may be in the minds of liberal men, are not 
used, in this country at least, and not used in mnny parts of 
the world, to produce events of such magnitude as those 
which have heretofore been laid before your Lordships. 

Iheevi.~ My Lords, I have to explain to your Lordships, as far as 
~~:':t~:S I am able, the evidence laid before you in two sessions of 
~!ti~~14th Parliament, and that evidence not laid before you upon 

the subject of anyone Article, but upon the subject of 
nearly the whole of'the sixth Article, of a considerable part 
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of the seventh, and of the whole of the fourteenth, Articles of'; .Jl7XlII7!lO. 

th~ Charges. I shall be particularly careful, in what I state -
to your Lordships, not to Jet one word fall from me, if I can 
avoid it, which does not distinctly apply to the evidence 
actually before your Lordships; nor even will I touch 
upon that evidence in any part in which it can possibly be 
supposed not to relate to and to bear upon the matter 
charged in those Articles. 

My Lords, it would be happy for your Lordships as well Apo1::ff tor 

as for myself, if it were possible in this cause to have pur-:~~~ 
sued such arrangement and method as would have exactly ~~~::" 
coincided with the manner in which either the Articles are 
drawn, or in which the evidence has been submitted to your 
Lordships. That it is not in our power to do so is not, how-
ever, I believe, when properly considered, the fault either of 
the Articles which have come from the House of the Com-
mons, or of the gentlemen who have been directed to manage. 
the impeachment. It certainly would ill become me, and I 
have not the least intention on this day, to refer to any of 
those various disputes concerning evidenCe which has been 
offered and rejected, which have occupied your Lordships' 
attention much, during the last and the present sessions of 
Parliament. I only refer to them in this view, as a sort of 
excuse and apology that we cannot pursue exactly the same 
method and arrangement which we originally intended, when 
we did suppose that certain heads of evidence would have been 
admitted, which your Lordships, in your better ju~ament, 
have declared to be inadmissible. The best plan, therefore, Evidence 

which IKlggests itself to me for stating this complic.'\ted busi-=~g 
ness to your Lordships, in as clear a light as it will be in my tak

th 
eAn bet fore 

h " "b" fir "hh hih ecpro-power to s ow It you, IS to eglD, st, WIt t at w c was bibiting 

the subject matter; so far following-which I will do when- tbem. 

ever I am enabled to do it, without breaking in upon the 
clearness of the explanation to your Lordships,-the order in 
which the evidence has been stated to your Lordships, and 
beginning with what was stated to your Lordships during 
the last session of Parliament, particularly relating to those 
presents which were accepted before the Act of the thirteenth 
of the King, specifically and directly forbidding presents, 
and also to another part of the sixth Article, which relates, Appoint-

t " ed" I b th • f'l mentor no unm late y to presents, ut to e appomtment 0 .u unny llUOD7 

Begum, whose appointment is there not only alleged to be Begum. 

in consequence of a bribe, but also alleged to be improper 
and a misdemeanour in itself. 

VOL. II. S 
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,7JUlrBlt90. The first evidence which we laid before your Lordships it 
Corruption will not be necessary for me to cite; I will only refer your 
~~~~~I~~~ Lordships to it. We read several letters of Lord Clive and 
"mants in of the Council of which he was President, stating the general Bengal. 

corruptions which had prevailed among the Company's ser-

Appoint. 
luent of 
A Sofl'·ud· 
Dowl ... 

Covenants 
and oaths 
against 
taking pre
sents, 

Oath taken 

gli!:~d 
bisimme
diatcsuc
cessors~ 

vants at'Bengal. It will be only material to point out to 
your Lordships that that particular case of corruption 
which induced the then Council to write the letter which, I 
believe, was the very first paper which we gave in evidence 
to your Lordships,-that the principal scene of that corrup~ 
tion was stated to be the appointment ofAsoff~ud-Dowla to 
the government of Bengal, whom the letter states to be the 
natural son of Mir Jaffier, and who was the son of Munny 
Begum, whose name is so often mentioned in this charge. 
I only wish your Lordships to attend to this for the sake 
of observing that the very point-that the very scene 
-which induced the Council to write that letter, giving 
such a melancholy an<lsuch a disgraceful description of the 
situation and oharacter of the Company's servants in Bengal 
-that that particular scene was relative to and connected 
with the appointment of Asoff-ud-Dowla, the son of Munny 
Begum and na.tural son of Mir .T affier, to the government 
of Bengal. 

In consequence of thes!! corruptions in general, and of the 
particular extravagance to which that corruption had run in 
the case to which I have alluded, it was proposed that certain 
covenants should pq entered into, and that certain oaths 
shQuld be taken. And it certl1inly appears that Lord Clive 
himself did take an oath, in his office of President, by which 
he does distinctly debar himself of' the power of accepting 
any 'gift, gratuity, present or emolument, of any kind what
ever, beyond what is given him, as a salary and as a perquisite, 
by the orders of the India Company. It appears that Lord 
Clive took this oath; which oath we have brought in evidence 
before your Lordships, and, I believe, is in the second or 
third page of the Miuutes of last year. It cannot be dis
puted that Lord Clive took this oath; it appears that 
Mr. Verelst took an oath; it appears that Mr. Cartier also 
took an oath; and it has not been shown that there was any 
other oath of office excepting that which Lord Clive proposed 
and took. We, therefore, conceive it to be fairly to be 
presumed, that both Mr. Verelst and Mr. Cartier took the 
oath of office in the manner in which Lord Clive had taken 
it, namely, as an oath completely disqualifying himself from 
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taking any species of presents, under any denomination'1,TuNlI1790. 
whatever. 

With regard to the present defendant, Mr. Hastings, it lj1bab~ity 
does not appear, undoubtedly, that he took any oath at all. fngs~avin~· 
There were some questions from hitt Counsel upon that ~:::"~ifY. 
subject, which seemed to lead to establish this proposition- ing oath. 

that Mr. Hastings, though he did not take this disqualifying 
oath which Lord Clive had taken, had, probably, taken 
some other oath of office; and, also, to lead to an idea that 
the oath taken by Mr. Verelst and Mr. Cartier was not the 
specific oath taken by Lord Clive. I wish only that you 
would consider how this stands in evidence. It stands in 
evidence that Lord Clive took an oath against taking any 
presents or emoluments whatever; that Mr. Verelst took an 
oath; that :Mr. Cartier took an oath; but it does not 
appear that Mr. Hastings took that or any other oath of 
office whatever. Dut, it appearing clearly, upon the face of 
the evidence, that Lord Clive took the specific oath I state, 
and it not appearing that any other oath was offered to 
Mr. Verelst and Mr. Cartier, 'and it not appearing that 
Mr. Hastings took any oath whatever,-there being no 
mention about it in the records of the Company,-I beg 
leave to eetnblish, in the first place, the presumption, which 
seems a natural one, that he did not take that oath established 
by Lord Clive and his successors. But I shall not argue 
that with any degree of earnestness with your Lordships, 
because it is a point I am willing to let be taken as it suits 
his causo best. 

If it be true, as I take the presumpt.ion to be, that, having resu'}'~: 
the example before him of Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst and b'g~es~ m::': 
'I' C' k' I h d d' h h tive for not JJ r. artier, ta mg sue 1 an oat ,an , succee mg tern, e taking the 

avoided to take an oath which made it impossible for him, oath. 

without breach of it, to accept any present whatever, J shall 
certainly say that avoiding following the example of his 
predecessors, in an instance of so peculiar a. nature and of so 
delicate a nature with respect to the honour of the person 
taking it, must give some ground to believe that Mr. 
Hastings did not enter upon that office with the pure 
motives with which he ought to have entered upon it, and 
with the pure motives professed by his three predecessors, 
Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst and Mr. Cartier. If. on the other t~~p~~: 
hand, he did take the oath, of which there is no proof what;.. not tJe th. 
ever, it will be equally serviceable to the cause I maintain. oath. 

For no man will deny that, if he took an oath to take no 
S 2 
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.Jvn 1'190, presents, the breach of that oath was of a very high and 
- criminal nature. Therefore, I shall not spend your Lord

ships' time in arguing which of the two appears most likely, 
upon the evidence-whether he took the oath or not. I 
leave to the choice of the defendant to establish the fact of 
taking it or to deny it. If he did not take it, I argue upon 
it as a presUmption that is to be added to the weight of the 
other presumptions and proofs which I shall produce to your 
Lordships. If, on the contrary, he did take it, I state tb."t. 
to bring a criminality upon the presents he received after
wards, exclusive of the Act of the thirteenth of the King. 
and to render unnecessary any arguments that might be 
thought fit to be produced, to show the criminality of such 
presents. 

Covenan~ My Lords, whether he took the oath or not, it is. however, 
:;~~~ clear that he entered into the covenant into which the other 
ings. servants of the Company were obliged to enter. Part of 
Bn..nge. that covenant, and the principal part and object of that 
:e:"'~l covenant, undoubtedly is, that he will not,' either by hint
present&. self or by any other for him, accept of any presents whatever, 

or engage in trade-which is not the business of this prose
I:'=rthe CUtiOll. There is. also, a letter from the Directors of the 
Prohibi:i'ug India Company, which has been laid in evidence before your 
present&. Lordships. to the following effect :-

.. The large proportion allotted to the GovemOl', in the befwe-men
tioned commission of two and one half pel' cent., is in consideration of 
his relinquishing and not being concerned in any tradewbatevu, even in 
&l'ticles of import and export, and all pl'e8eDts 01' other gratifications, as 
eIpl'eSSed in the deed of !'enunciation in yoUI' proceedings of the 22d 
September, 1767, which we approve and confirm. and diJ'ect thM all 
Govemors do execute the like instrument on their entering into their 
office. Our inducement for annexing so ~ an appointment to the 
station of President and Govemor is, in full expectation of his giving up 
his whole time and attention to the faithful discharge of his duty; and 
that. being excluded from all trade himself, he may be and we, accord
ingly, depend that he be, vigilant in watching and deteding all abuses 
committed by others." 

So that, whatever may be the meaning of the covenant 
itself,-whether Mr. Hastings took the oath or not,-he 
did know from the orders of the Directors, which orders he 
was bound to obey, what their construction of the covenant 
was, and what their opinion was of the salary which they 
had given their Governor, namely, that it was adequate 
10 all the purposes of such a government, and that, in con
sideration of it, it was his duty, not only to relinquish all 
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trade, but to refuse all presents and gratifications of every 7 lt1Ifll 17UL 

other kind whatever. -
:My Lords, from the evidence, yc;>ur Lordships will perceive ~. Hast

that Mr. Bastings was bound to accept no present or gra- ~':.f~Qnd 
tuity whatever,-I am speaking of times anterior to the Act ::"J.t pre

of 1773;-that he was bound to it, not only by the covenant) 
but that he was bound to it by his oath, if he took it, by 
the sense of the Directors, if he did not take the oath, ex-
pressed upon the meaning of their covenant,-that his salary 
was sufficient for him, and that he was to take no other 
gratification w:hatever. . 

It was necessary to state this preliminary matter, because Attempt to 
it has been said that a distinction has been endeavoured to :i1s't~~~on 
be set up between the presents received anterior to the ='i:'t: 
Act of 1773 and those taken subsequently to it j and, in the Fiv~ be

course of what I shall have to state to your Lordships, ~~eAct. 
possibly I shall state some things which your Lordships 
will consider, perhaps, as a reason to think that the defendant 
himself has in his view some such distinction. I say it now 
only by the way, but your Lordships will observe that, with 
respect to every present which was received after the Act 
of Parliamen~ the prisoner, whether trnly or falsely, has 
always attempted at least to deny and to refute the suppo-
sition of having converted them to his own use; but, with 
reEpect to the presents anterior to the Act, I shall prove 
he has not pretended that he has converted them to the use 
of the Company. and has not, in point of fact, anywhere 
absolutely denied them. 

My Lords, having proved by the documents which I have 
stated what was the general duty of Mr. Hastings, I am 
sure I need not draw your Lordships' attention to the letter Special dnty 

of Lord Clive and his Council. and to those circumstances i'!:ro ~ 
edi h . f 111'_ H' h' h ha vent all cor-prec ng t e appomtment 0 .1J.Lf. astings w lC we ve mption in 

brought in evidence, and which tend to show that an addi- the service. 

tional and peculiar duty was attached upon Mr. Hastings to 
prevent all corruption possible. He was appointed at a time 
when the Company entered into a particular reform of such 
abuses, and when they ordered new measures to be adopted 
for the purpose of preventing them in future; and when 
they do specifically declare that they have given those large 
salaries ~ the Governor, upon the faith that he will abstain 
from every other means of gain, and that he will do-what, 
perhaps, without such a letter, it would have been the duty 
of a Governor to do-set an example to all. others, and be in 
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ltnnll190. a situation so clear himself that he may watch the misde-
- meanours of others and bring them to condign punishment, 

if need be, or at any event. prevent them :-and, in order to 
put a person in the situation to prevent and discountenance 
abuse in those below him, it is necessary that he Bhould be 
in such a situation as to lead no one to suspect that he is a 
participator in those abuses. Therefore, if any Governor, 
more than another, was bound to abstain from every 'species 
of gratification, from every thing that can be construed into 
any thing like peculation, it was a President appointed at the 
moment when the Company, reviewing the former state of' 
the conduct of their servants, when they found great pecula
tion and abuses to have existed, were taking new and, as 
they thought,-how much so in fact I shall show you,-deci
sive and effectual means of preventing the like abuses for 
the future. 

:My Lords, the next evidence to which we shall call the 
attention of your Lord"hips, is the evidence which tends to 
prove two allegations of the sixth charge before your Lord
ships:-

ChaTgtl or "That the said W a.rren Hastings did, at different days and times, 
~~:~d""r;.om between the 1st day of October, in the year lii2, and the 30th. day of 
R"ja Nuuu· September 1773, corruptly and illegally take. accept and receive, from 
comar. one Rajah Nuncomar, a natil'e Hindoo, high in office in the' cOllntry 

Apj')Oint.. 
ment of 
Raja Goor
u:loSsRnd 
Munny 
Degum. 

government in India, or from some other person or persons, divers 8ums 
of money, amounting together to three lacks, 54.105 rupees, equal in value 
to 40,0001. sterling. or some other larp;e sum of money. as a consideration 
or bribe for the disposal of and appomtment to certain offices in the gift 
of him, the said Warren Hastings, being such President as aforesaid; 
particularly, for procuring Rajah Goordass, son of the said Nuncomar, 
the appointment of Niabu~ or bead of the finances of Benga.!. and causing 
Munny Begum, widow of Meel' Jaffier heretofore Xabob of Bengal, to 
be the superior of the family"-meaning the family of Mobaric-ud
Dowla, Nawab of Bengal,-" 75,004 rupees, being equal in value to 
8,0001. sterling and upwards, or ~ome other large sum of money; and the 
further sums of 24,998 rupees, 3,102 rupees, and 1,OOO.rnpees, being, alto
gether equal to 3,0001. sterling and upwards, or some other large sum of 
money. Further, for constituting and appointing the said Munny Begum 
supenor of the family of the said Mobarick ud Dowla, and taking away 
the superiority thereof from Baboo Begnm, mother of the said Nabob, one 
lack of rupees, being equal in value to 10,0001. sterling and upW8l'ds, 
or some other large sum of money. Further, from the said }Iunny 
Begum, by a payment to one Nun Sing, brother of Cantoo Babon, 
banya or servant of the said Warren Hastings, at the desire of him the 
said Warren Hastings, one lack and 50,000 rupees, equal in value to 
15,0001. sterling and upwards, or some other large sum of money. 

"That the court of Directors aforesaid did, by a letter bearing date 
the 28th day of August, li71, inform the said Warren Hastings that 
they were fully sensible of the fJpediency of supporting some ostensible 
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minister in the Company's interest at the Nabob's court"-meaning the 7 .JUNE 1790. 
court of Mobaric-ud-Dowla aforesaid-c< to transact the political affairs -
of the Circar or government, and they trusted to the local knowledge of 
him, the said W &Ren Hastings, the selection of sOine person, well quali-
fied for the afl'ainJ of government, to succeed Mahomet Reza Khan as 
minister of the govemment and guardian of the Nabob's minority. 
That the said Munny Begum had been originally in a low and degraded 
condition, without education, unacquainted with the affairs of gm'em-
ment, and then lived secluded in a zenana and retired from the world, 
whereby the said Munny Begum was totally unqualified for discharging 
the duties of guardian to the said Nabob and for governing his domi-
nions, so that the said W &Ren Hastings, by the appointment of the said 
Munny Begum as aforesaid, not only acted corruptly and illegally in 
receiving the aforesaid sums of money, but added to the criminality 
thereof by violating the express orders of the said court of Directors, to 
the I{reat and msnifest prejudice of the rights and interest of the said 
United Company and this nation."· 

You will Bee that there are two distinct charges, of 
different natures. contained in the paragraphs which I have 
read to your Lordships. One is the present received from 
N undcomar or others, and the other is the appointment of 
Munny Begum, in defiance of and in contradiction to the 
orden of his superiors. 

:My Lords, it is my iBtention. first, to submit to your 
Lordships those proofs which I think will satisfy your minds 
that he was guilty of these crimes, 

My Lords, in the charge with respect to the presents are Cb~, 
sums amounting to 35,000/. or upwards, that is to say, of=t~~g 
three lacs and a half; but I shall first make my observations :,,~:~£g 
upon one lac and a half, particularly. My Lords, I am sure Present of 
• . ~ L dhi h one and a It 18 not nece!!5ary lor me to state to your or s ps t at halIlac. 

there are a variety of ways by which facts may be proved. Variety of 

}'acts may be proved, and, perhaps, that is the most complete f~s of 

proor, by the confession of the offender, which in many cases 
we shall etate to your Lordships. Facta may be proved by 
the actual sight. of the commission of those facts by credible 
witnesses, which, in the case of bribery and corruption, can 
,'ery seldom be adduced. But facts may be proved, and £'lCts 
of the most criminal nature may be proved, by a variety of 
circumstances establishing such strong presumptions that it 
is not possible for a reasonable man to suppose that they 
could exist without the criminal fact having been committed. 
I shall contend that !he proof of these p~cular fact~, '!fhich =~ 

• I am about to state, IS tantamount to the direct adrni8810n of amounting 

• A,rtiel~. against Hastings.-Printed lor Murray,8ro., 1788, p .• 9, 
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t' Ju~n90. the defendant, though there is no direct admission of the 
to admi.sion defendant at the bar. 
r.fg:~·H ... t. 'Ve have laid before your Lordships the consultation of 
~resenta- the 13th of March,1775. In that consultation it appears 
~:r~t:~e that Mr. ,Francis, a member of the Board, did lay before the 
~rN~~~Cis Board a letter from a. considerable person in that country, 
cgmar·. called Maharaja N undcomar, which letter did state the sub
~~f~:tMr. stance of what is stated in the charge which I have just read 

HH~tingsd' to your Lordships. What is the conduct of Mr. Hastings 
'smo eof f h h D h d . N meeting the upon the statement 0 t at c arge? oes e eny It? 0 I 

charg~. Does he immediately attempt to excuse or to justify it? 
No I But he makes some sort of attack upon the mode in 
which the charge has been produced; and I wish your 
Lordships to attend to the words in which that attack iiJ 
made. It is in page 1005 of your printed Minutes-

" Mr. Francis has acknowledged that he apprehended in general that 
it contained some charge against me. If the charge was false it was a 
libel; it might have been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know 
to the contrary, since he was unacquainted with the contents of it; in 
this instance, therefore, he incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to 
the Board. This was not a duty belonging to his office as a Councillor 
of this State. I must further inform the Board that I have been long 
since acquainted with Nuncomar's intentions of making this attack 
upon me." 

J!:i. !Iesit... Your Lordships will observe that, in the very warmth and 
tlOnm h h' h . h' . d h' . h' I charging eat w IC arose In IS mm upon t IS accusatIOn-w Ie 1, 

~i~1~~oi. however, he had expected-instead of directly declaring, 
8e~tilg,," what was obvious for a man of honour to declare, that that 
libe~~ accusation was false and groundless-that he had not receh'ed 

the money laid to his charge that he had received, he begins 
an attack upon Mr. Francis of a singular nature indeed, and 
tells Mr. Francis,-" You say you brought this to the Board 
not knowing the contents of it; then, if the contents of it 
had not been true, you would have brought a libel to the 
Board. You did, therefore, incur the hazard of bringing a. 
libel to the Board." 

If he had been sensible that the contents of this paper 
were utterly false and groundless; if he had been sensible 
that there was no truth in the facts alleged by Nundcoruar; 
he, who certainly was not disposed to spare Mr. Francis, 
would not have stated Mr. Francis' guilt in an hypothetical 
manner, but he would have stated,-"You have brought a 
paper which contains not one word of truth, and have, in so ' 
doing, presented a libel to the Board." He knew, upon the 
first statement of the business to himself, that he had no 
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right to make such an assertion; he knew the contents of 7 JUBE 1790. 
that paper to be true; and therefore, in the violence of his -, 
accusation of Mr. Francis, he goes no further than to accuse 
him of having incurred the hazard of bringing a libel to the 
Board. Therefore, upon the first face of the thing, instead 
of denying the fact, Mr. Hastings tacitly and by inference 
admits it; for he accuses Mr. Francis, not of having brought 
a libel to the Board, but of having incurred the hazard of 
bringing a libel to the Board, if it had turned out that the con-
tents of a paper, which he did not know, had been false, and 
which he himself admits to be true. One would think this 
alone would amount to an admission of the fact; but we 
have many other equally strong proofs which we have 
adduced to your Lordships. 

My Lords, we have proved upon this occasion that the :Mr. Goring 

conduct held by the Governor General and Council-that is r:~~.:.~t, 
to say, by the majority-was to depute a gentleman [to i~~":~r~~ 
investigate the charge] whose character Mr. Hastings, in 
various parts of his transactions in India, and the Counsel, 
upon cross-examination, have in vain attempted to destroy, 
-I mean Mr. Goring. whose name stands as high for 
ability, for integrity and for purity, in the Company's ser-
vice, 8S any gentleman's who ever was in that country; 
-a gentleman who, when there was an attempt at the 
bar of your Lordships' House to cross-question him upon 
the subject of presents or of anything of that kind, did then 
desire at once that the whole of his conduct upon that subject 
might be inquired into; saying that he had no objection to state 
to this House, the other House, and the world, the whole of 
his fortune and all the means by which he had acquired it. 
Mr. Hastings objects to the deputing this Mr. Goring, merely ~b.~ct~nt 
upon the ground that it was unnecessary. I shall have so llgs r~ t~ • 
much occasion, in the rest of what I have to submit to vour 1f;:::'f.~
Lordships, to comment upon the peculiar modes of expres- necessary. 
sion or of thinking which belong to Mr. Hastings, that 1 
will not stop at this moment to make an observation upon 
this word .. unnecessary ;" but I will submit, whether there 
is one noble member of this House, whether there is one 
person sitting in this hall who has the feelings of a gentle-
man upon points of honour and upon points of delicacy with 
respect to his character, who, when he had heard it alleged 
before the Council by N undcomar that he had been guilty 
of peculation and bribery, would say that an inquiry into the 
business which related to that transaction was unnecessary. 
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7 JU~179o. Many persons in such It situation might have said that the 
inquiry was unjust, in the mode in which it was conducted; 
that the inquiry was injurious to him. Others might have 
said otherwise, and, perhaps, more truly, that the inquiry was 
necessary for his honour; that it was desirable for him; and 
that it was a point upon which he should insist for the vindi
cation of his own honour, if it might be otherwise of no use 
to the Company's service. But the applying the word 
" unnecessary," upon such an occasion and at such a time, is 
such a misapplication of the word, and still more of the idea, 
as, I believe, never did appear in evidence before your 
Lordships, nor before any other court of judicature what
ever. 

Letter of 
Mr. Goring. 

Account of 
sums given 
by the' 
Begum. 

The consequence of Mr. Goring's inquiries was this letter 
from him,-

« At a consultation, Fort William, 25th of May, 1775. 
« Honourable Sir and Sirs,-'-Enclosed I send you an account of several 

sums given by t~e.Bhegum. It is under her seal, and was delivered to 
me by the Nabob In her apartments. 

« I am, &0., 
.. C. GORING." 

"PS. The Bhegum has made herself answerable to the Nabob for any 
sums that may be due to him by Etwar Ally Khan, and the Nabob has 
thought proper to release him from confinement." 

" Memorandum of disbursements by English gentlemen from the 
Nabob's Circar, in the Bengal year lli9. 

er'To the Gonrnor, Mr. Hastings, for an entertainment, 1,50,000 
rupeeH." ,* 

We have proved Mr. Goring's commission to inquire, 
which is in evidence, before; but I did not particularly 
observe upon it. It is an omission; many more of which. I 

. am afraid, I shall be guilty of during this business. 
Cf\:rin~r~~ Upon this return of Mr. Goring's, in which he states this 
f.,gs.r. lIS fact, which, upon the face of it, is undoubtedly a crimination 

of the Governor General,-I mean. that he had received one 
lac and a half, that is. 15,OOOI.-what was the conduct of 
the Governor General 1 The Governor General says,-

Demand of " As the commission given to Mr. Goring was to receive from the 
)\fr. Host- Begum all the accounts of the Nizamat for eight yea.rs past, and to 
"Igs ~~ ex· f deliver them into the hands of gentlemen appointed to examine and 
fh~n:u:::n 0 report their contents to the Board, I desire that Mr. Goring may be 
~~~'b!!O asked,-how he came by the account he has now sent in his first letter, of 

" Printed in the " Minutes of the Evidencl'," p. 1031, 
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tbe 22d instant, in which two lIU1ns only a.re mentioned, and said to be 7 JUNE 1790. 
paid to myself aDd Mr. Middleton; aDd on what account this partial :--;;d 
selection W&I made bY' him; and to desire an explanation from the hi:"V by 
Begum of the sum laid to my charge, and that he will ask the Nabob • 
or the Begum their reasons for delivering this separate account."· 

.Aa to this, I am sure I need not use many words to per- !:rplie~ 
sunde your Lordships that he knew he had received the sum; it~n;:;::;,~.ot 
for, upon Mr. Goring stating that among the Begum's ac-
counts it appeared there were three lacs, one lac and a half 
of which had been paid to Mr. Hastings, and a lac and a half 
paid to Mr. Middleton, what does Mr. Hastings say upon 
that subject? "I desire that the Begum may be cross
questioned; I desire that Mr. Goring may be cross-ques-
tioned "-in what manner? He does not apply his cross
questioning to invalidate the fact of having received the 
Bum, but, in a manner admitting the fact, he asks why they 
have related those sums given to him and Mr. Middleton, 
and not the whole of the N awab's expenditure. 

In consequence of this, there was,-not in the exact words Tnqu!ry ot 

f h· I b th fi MG· the Clrcum-o IS proposa ,- ut ere was, a re erence to r. ormg ; stances 

and the directions to Mr. Goring were these:- ~;=;tr. 
. Goring. 

" Agreed that Mr. Goring be directed to inform the Board of every 
circumstance which attended the delivery of the paper; and, if any 
explanation was given by the Nabob or the Begum of these papers, to 
report the whole relation, and to enquire of the Begum a particular 
explanation of the payment said to be made to the Governor General." 

In his queries, he does not only ask why these sums 
appear, not only what was the reason of a partial selec
tion, but he asks an explanation of the nature of the sum 
paid to him; pointing clearly, as I shall show your Lordships 
hereafter, to the justification of his haVing received the sum, 
and not to a denial of his having received it.. In answer to 
this, Mr. Goring makes the inquiry which he was directed 
to make, and writes the following letter ;-

.. Honourable Sir and Sirs,-I bave been favoured with your letter Further re
of the 25th May, inclosing extracts aDd accounts relative to the esta- S'r~ofMr. 
Llishment of the Nizamut; but observe you do not acknowledge the ormg'. 
receipt of mine of the 19th. In compliance with your orders to explain 
~he delivery of the paper containing an account of thPee lacks of rupees, I 
am to inform you it took its rise from a message sent me by the Begum, 
requesting I would interest myself with the Nabob to have Etwar Ally 
Khan released to her for a few hours, having something of importance 
to communicate to me on which she wished to consult him. Thinking 

• Consultation of the Board at Calcutta, 25th May, 1775.-Printed in the 
.. MiD utes of the Evidence,· p. 1033. 
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~ JUD 1790. the service might be benefited by it, I, accordingly, desired the Nabob 
- would be pleased to deliver him to my charge, engaging to return him 

the same night; which I did. I heard no more till the next day, when 
the Begum requested to see his excellency and myself, desiring Etwar 

Sum of one Ally might attend. On our first meeting she entered into a long detail 
and a half of her administration, endeavourin~ to represent it in the fairest light " laegiven to 
Mr. Hast- at last she came to the point an told me-my urgent and repeated 
ltilgS to feast remonstrances to her, to be informed how the balance arose of which I 

m. was to inquire, induced her from memory to say what she had herself 
given; then mentioning the sum of a lack and a half to the Governor to 
feast him whilst he staid here, and a lack and a half to Mr. Middleton, 
by the hands of Bubboo Begum. As I looked on this no more than a 
matter of conversation I rose to depart, but was detained by the BegDII!'s 
requesting the Nabob to come to her. A scene of weeping and com
plaint then began, which made me still more impatient to be gone, and I 
repeatedly sent to his excellency for that purpose; he at last came out 
and delivered me the paper I sent lOU, declaring it was given him by the 
Begum to be delivereu to me. If ill this affair I have exceeded my duty, 
I humbly beg pardon; but the extraordinary confidence you were 
pleased to repose in me, and the unlimited power attending it, moved 
me to exert myself to the utmost that the intent of my appointment 

Desperato 
state of the 
Nawab's 
affairs. 

Letter of 
Munny 
:Begum to 
General 
Claverjug. 

might not be entirely fruitless.. 
"I am sorry to acquaint you, from what I have already heard, that 

the Nabob's affairs are in a very desperate state. The Sheristadars have 
delivered me an account from memory-the papers being sorting and 
under seal-by which it appears the Nabob is in debt ten lacks of rupees; 
the particulars I hope to transmit you in a few days. 

" Enclosed, I send :you the Be"aum's letter and account particular of 
the three lacks, under Its cover. I am, &c • 

.. 3d June, 1775." 
"From Munny Begum to General Clavering, inclosed in Mr. Goring's 

. letter to the Board, of the 3d June." 
After the usual forms-Cf Mr. Goring has pressed me on the subject 

of the balances, in answer to which I informed him that all the parti
culars, being on record, would in the course of the enquiry appear from 
the papers. He, accordingly, received from the Nabob, Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, a list of three lacks of rupees given to the Governor and 
Mr. Middleton. I now send you inclosed a list of the dates when it 
was presented, and through whose means; which you will receive." * 

You will here observe, my Lords, that the result of this 
iuquiry proposed by Mr. Hastings is a re-affirmation of the 
fact, which, indeed, he never denied, hut into the circum
stances of which, it should seem, he wished some inquiry to 

~~,!~.:r be made. Mr. Goring asserts, as I have stated, the manner 
10 ~e 7th of the delivery of it; and the Begum says that she told him, 
~aw~~'s e but she does not entirely rely upon her veracity in telling it, 
accounts. but told :Mr. Goring that it would appear upon the records. 

By "the records" she meant the records of the accounts 
of her son, :Mobaric-ud-Dowla; and upon those records it 

• •. Printed in the " Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1,033. 
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undoubtedly would have appeared, if ever there had been an 7 JUlO! 179a. 

opportunity of producing those records before the Company The record. 

b J.' Lo d h' h' h J." not allowed or elore your r SIpS, W IC ,lor varxous reasons, we are to be lifO-

not allowed to do. But they are not material to this point. duced. 

Munny Begum does expressly sayan account of these sums 
will be found upon the records; and there was also an 
account of feasting the Governor General. 

Upon this return to the queries put by Mr. Hastings, 
there is another consultation: and it is material to observe 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings, because it is precisely con-
80pant to the conduct of Mr. Hastings.-an occurrence 
\V hich seldom happens in reviewing the transactions of this 
gentleman. But, however, in this instance he certainly was if,o ~enl~ or 

cODl:listent with his former declaration; because he does not !rI:, Nast! 
ask any question or make any observation which tends to a mgs. 

denial of the fact, but points all his observations and all his 
new questions either to a justification of the fact, or to an 
inquiry into the motives upon which this accusation had 
been made against him. 

" The Govemor General begs leave to make the following remark to Minute or 
the Board:-as neither Mr, Goring's letter, of the 3d of June, nor the ~~ !ttte 
Begum's letter, addressed to the General, which was inclosed in it, Bo"ard. 
contain the full confirmation required in the letter written by thll 
Board to Mr. Goring on the 25th May, I desire that the following 
questions may be proposed to the Begum:-

.. First,-Wu any application made to you for the account which you Questions 
have delivered for three laca of rupees, said to have been paid to the rh~';::~.!:> 
Govemor and Mr. Middleton, or did you deliver the account of your . 
own free will and unsolicited 'I 

"Second,-In what manner was the application made to you, and 
by whom 1 

" Third,-On what account WIUII the sum, one and half lack, given to 
the Governor General, which you have laid to his account '?-wu it in 
consequence of any requisition from hint, or of any previous agreement, 
or of any established usage? 

.. I must, further, request that these questions be transmitted to the 
Resident at the Durbar, and that he be directed to put them, in person, 
to the Begum, and to take down her answers in her presence." * 

There was afterwards a dispute at the Council whether ~e ques·, 
h· h Id b d h d b M' tlOns put m t IS S ou e one, as e propose, y Mr. artm, or writing in 

whether it should be done by Mr. Goring, or whether it ~~~=tr! 
should be done by both together; and it was ultimately and others. 

agreed that these questions should be put to the Begum in 

• Consultation of the 8th of June, 1775.-Printed in the .. Minutes ofthe 
Eyjdence," p. 1034. 

• 
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.7 JUNE 1~90. writing, Mr. Martin, Mr. Goring and two other gentlemen, 
qbSC-;:;;;;' being present: but these are not material. 
iioo~s~~ ~I. In the debate, upon these questions being put, Colonel 
tbe subject Monson observes _ of the ques- . , 
tions. "The first question, in my opinion, hlloll already been answered by 

Mr. Goring, in his letter of June 3. 
" The second question, I think, is unnecessary; for if the money was 

given, it is of little consequence to the public in what manner this trans
action has been made known. 

"With respect to the third question, we already know on what 
account the lack and half of rupees was given; whether it was in con
sequence of a requisition from the Governor, or any other person, or by 
previous agreement, is not material, as the Directors will judge how 'far 
the Governor's having accepted of such presents is agreeable to their 
sentiments. I have heard that it has been an established usage for 
persons of distinguished rank, when resident at the court of eastern 
princes, to have large sums of money given them for their table 
expences. 

"'The Governor General can himself' satisfy the court of Direetors 
whether he received such an allowance from the Begum or the Nabob's 
household, or whether he has charged any sum on account of his 
expences to the Company while at Muxadav~d." * 

The'ques- I read this to show to your Lordships. in the first place, 
tions 
directed to that it was observed at the time that these new questions 
~¥~~o::.;;~ which he put were only in some sort a repetition of those 
:~~\i~~a~~ which already had been put, but for the more material obser-

. "ation, that they go to points not in question; for Colonel 
MOllson judiciously observes,-" This goes to the motive, 
which i~ nothing to the purpose, or to the application of the 
present, which is nothing to the purpose neither, for it has 
already appeared that it was upon a pretence of entertaiu
ment; and that is a matter which it is for the court of 
Directors to judge whether, on such a pretence as that, you 
ought or not to accept any present whatever:' 

In consequence of this consultation, there were sent to 
Mr. Goring additional questions; and these were to be put 
in writing, as I said, by Mr. Martin and Mr. Goring, with 
two other gentlemen present. Now your Lordships will 
observe that, upon this second occasion, and this second set 
of queries which he sends to Mr. Goring, he acts precisely ns 
in the first set of queries-thnt he does not ask one question 
tending to invalidate the fact of having received the money; 
but the questions go to two distinct motives, one-what led 
him to inquire into the giving the money? and the other---

• Extract from the same consultation. 



b"peecl' of Mr. Foz; 

what was the pretence of receiving it ?-which led to a. justi~ 'T oTulllI1700; 
fication, namely, the having received it upon the ground of -
an entertainment, which he .might suppose to be legal 

In answer to these inquiries by Mr. Goring, there is a 
Jetter addre8sed to the Governor General, and received the 
14th of June, 1775:-

.. At a consultation, Fort William, 24th of July, 1775. From Munny Letter of 
Begum, addrelsed to the Governor General and Council. :u':::~ Be-

.. ' To.day, being Sunday, the 11th of Ribbee Assance, or June, a. little answer to 
after Bunset, Mr. Goring, Mr. Anderson and Mr. Maxwell, came to me the queries. 
and presented me with a paper containing 9uestions from the Governor 
General and Council, without any seal or sIgnature. In the said paper 
is the following question-' Whether any application was made to me 
for the account of the three lacks of rupees which are laid to the chargll 
of the Governor and Mr. Middleton, or whether I delivered it voluntarily 
and without solicitation.' The case is this,-Mr. Goring on his arrival 
here seized all the papers a.nd secured them under his seal, and all the 
Mutaudrlie. attended him and explained to him all the particulars of 
them. Mr, Goring inquired of me concerning the arrears due to the 
Sepoy. land Bohla ob&erving that the Nizamur and Bahlah money was 
received from the Company, from whence then could the balance arise 1 
I made answer that the sum was not adequate to the expenses. Mr. 
Goring then aaked-' What are those expenses which exceed the sum 
received from the Company l' I replied-' All the particulars will be 
found iii the papers.' The affair of the three lacks of rupees on account 
of entertainment for the Governor and Mr. Middleton has been, I am 
told, related to you by Rajah Goordass l besides which, there are many Custom of 
other expenses which will appear from the papers, 8S the custom of enter. entera;n
tainment is of long ltanding, and, accordingly, e\'ery Governor of Cal· ~:er~or 
cutta who came to Moorshedabad received a daily sum of 2,000 rupees General. 
for entertainment, which ,,'as, in fact, instead of provisions: and the lack ~esen~ to 
and a half of rupees laid to Mr. Middleton's charge, was a present on to~ M,ddle-
account of an agreement entered into hy the Bahoo Begum. I therefore . 
fixed m~ leal to the account, and forwarded it to Mr. Goring by means 
of the Nabob.'''· 

In tlJis letter, the Begum states the means by which she Mode of 
• d d ale h' d' I h 'I making the was JD uee to met IS Iscovery,-name y, t at .1t r. inquiry by 

Goring came to make an inquiry into the whole of the Mr. Goring. 

N awab'tt expenses, and that she referred him to the papers 
which contained those expenses: and among those papers, 
undoubtedly, were found these sums to Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Middleton. If there was anything, in that paper of 
questions which Mr. Hastings put, relative to the matter of 
discovery, that is cleared up and explained. Mr. GorinO' 
came here to inquire into the Nawab's accounts. He took 

• Letter from Munny Begum to the Governor General and Council, received 
14th June, 1775.-Printedin the " Minutes of tbe Evidence," p. 1088. 
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'111lnlmo. the Nawab's papers: the clerks explained the account. 'Being 
- asked-ho~ it came that, when we had received all we ought 

to receive, still the expense exceeded the receipt, they stated
" because there were these other expenses which appear upon 
the books, and are the sums given to Mr. Hastings and Mr. 
Middleton." 

With respect to the other question, she does expressly 
say it was for the purpose of entertainment, and mentions 
the rate that it was-2,000 rupees a day. Then what is the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings upon the receipt of this complete 
clearing up of the business by Munny Begum? His conduct 
is' what is quite consistent with all his other proceedings; 

I~terpTeta,. his conduct may be fairly implied to say this,-" I never 
~:ty~;r. denied the fact of receiving the 15,0001. I first objected to 
conduct, in the way in which you accuse me of it. I said it was im-
reference to J! C '11 b . .. f hi h h d'd the inquiry. proper lOr a ounCI or to rmg a paper 0 w c e 1 not 

know the contents, because he hazarded the bringing a 
libel. I said it was improper that those expenses of the 
Nawab's should appear and not others, and inquired why 
a partial selection was made. An account of the manner in 
which these papers appeared to us was sent by Munny 
Begum to Mr. Goring. Upon that, I put ulterior queries 
with respect to what had been done to lead her to make 
this discovery. She has explained to me that it was no 
discovery-no treachery-on her part, hut what she could nol; 
avoid in consequence of Mr. Goring's commission; and, with 
respect to the other part, she has explained the ground upon 
which I received it, which shows my innocence-that it 

The evi- was upon the ground of an entertainment. I justify it upon 
dence~ro- h d dd d' h . " duced m- t at groun ,an 0 not eny t e acceptance. 
te~~~rMr. I shall humbly contend that the circumstances which I 
!~n~~'j"~- have proved are not that sort of circumstances-they are 
ment ofthe much more-which I should bring to make out a circum-
charge. '1 f f . bib' h . stantla proo 0 a crIme; ut nng t ese cIrcumstances to 

prove Mr. Hastings' admission of the crime. I state them 
to be such circumstances as completely prove that Mr. Hast
ings, by the inquiries made by himself, by his reception 
of the answers to those inquiries, and by his conduct after 
the result of those inquiries, did, as plainly as if he had 
spoken the words, say, "Now I am satisfied; it appears in 
its true light; I never denied the receipt of the sum, but 
here is the account why it was given me, namely, upon the 
account of expenses, which I mean to justify." But it is 
not necessary for me to st?P here. 
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'My Lorcli, this transaction was combined with several 7 JUNE 1790. 

others, and there were frequent consultations, and as fre- Debt;; at 

quent debates, upon the subject at the Boare) of Calcutta. g::1!~ot 
Those debates were carried on with a considerable degree of 
reciprocal warmth and reciprocal animosity. Mr, Hastings ~riminn-

'd ,1 h h dI 'd h " f h bons by Mr. COIlSI ere ... as e as repeate y ·sal , t e majOrIty 0 t e H.l\Stings, 

C 'I h' h d t L d wIthout ounci as 18 accusers,-&8 we avc prove 0 your or - denial of the 
ships, for we have shown you a paper in which he says he so fact. 

considered them. 'Vith those accusers he was continually 
debating, he was continually arguing, he was continually 
pointing out grounds upon which this proposition might be 
defended, or upon which he might accuse the bringers of it 
u factious or as attempting to disturb the government; but 
in no 'one instance doeil he take upon himself to deny the 
fact. 

It may be worth while to read to your Lordships a Mi"!,u~ot 
, h' b' h' h . '1 t h I majonty of mIDute upon t IS su ~ect; w IC IS certain y no t e on y Council. 

one, for we have produced to your Lordships several pages 
of the same nature; but I refer your Lordships only to 
those pages, and will read one which, perhaps, may be 
considered u a summary of the whole, and contains the 
stronger parts of all the other minutes which are in the 
evidence before your Lordships,-the minute of Colonel 
MOllllOn, General Clavering and Mr. Francis. It is the 
tmited minute of the majority. 

If The Governor General accuses UB of attacking him with declamation 
and invective; ret, from the first outset of the differences between us, he 
haa not ceased to attribute every one of those measures which we 
thought it our public duty to pursue, and which we do not doubt will 
stand the test of a Parliamentary enquiry. to a premeditated design to 
drive him from the government. A man who on all occasions' permits 
himself to ascribe our conduct to so base a motive as the sole immediate 
purpose of working his overthrow; would have no title to complain of 
any terms in which we might think fit to retort such injurious treatment. 
But, although we have his own example to plead. we do not admit that 
we have followed it. 

"The proofs produced against him, both positive and presumptive. 
are too strong to require the assistance of declamation; and whatever 
emotions the whole or any part of his conduct might excite in us, they 
are certainly unmixed with any personal resentment, which alone would 
give birth to invective. 

" Mr. Hastings saya, it is an insult on his situation to suppose that it I!'timida
requires courage in any man to declare openly against his administration. ~'::'rs. 
After the prosecution 80 obstinately continued against Mr. Fowke until 
• verdict could be obtained against him. notwithstanding he had been 
honorably acquitted at hiB first trial for the same charge. and after 
the death of Nundcomar. the Governor. we believe, is well assured that 
no man who regard, his own BafelT will venture to stand forth as his 
accuser"-

VOL. IL T 



290 Summing of Evidence on 6th, 7th and 14tlt, Charges: 

lURB 1790. " In stating the evidence .brought before the Board of his receiving 
- near a moiety of the late fouzdar of Hougly's salary, he takes no 

f~~~~~~~j,e !lotice of the two .letters from the fouzdar himse~f.by whic~ the charge 
Foujdar of IS supported. Without these letters, the authentiCity of which was nat 
Hoogly. disputed by the fouzdar, we should have given bllt little credit to the 

evidence of the person who produced them. Mr. Hastings does not 
deny the fact ; nor has he, in this or in the case of the specific charge 
brought against him by Nundcomar, ever ventured to plead-< Not 
guilty!' _Provided he can secure himself from conviction in a court of 
law, he seems to care very little what the court of Directors or the world 
may think of him. 

Dismissal of " In answer to avery thing the Governor General has said upon the 
f~':.'g subject of the dismissal of MUlUlY Begum, we content ourselves with 

. observing that it was not an operation of such mighty and pompous 
importance as he makes it. She is not the Nabob's mother. She is not 
by birth a woman of any rank, but originally, as we are . informed, a 
slave and a dancing girl. Wa consider her merely as an instrument in 
the Governor's hand to dispose of the Nabob's revenue as he might 
think proper. His committing the guardianship of the Nabob to a 
weak woman, as he calls her in another place, is not to be accounted for 
on any other principle.. In this country still more than in any other, a. 
woman is particularly disqualified for such an office. We affirm also
that her appointinent was in direct opposition to the orders of the court 

Rivision of of Directors, contained in their letter of the 5th of August, 1771. They 
h!rd°::;'c~o- order the Governor and Counoil to substitute some person in the place 
hammed of Mahomed Reza Cawn, who might be well qualified for the affairs of 
Reza Khan. government, aI1d to recommend him to the Nabob to be miuister of the 

Appoint-
1l1ent 

~.!:.i:..s: 

government and guardian of the Nabob's minority. Instead of obeying 
these judicious orders, Mr. Hastings and his Council divided the office 
and the salary. annexed to it among three persons,-the first, a weak 
woman, incapable in this country of any active employment; we believe 
there never was an instance in India of such a trust so disposed of; the 
second, Rajah Goordass, whom Mr. Hastings now calls a young man of 
mean abilities, a Gentoo, and the son of Rajah Nundcomar; the third, 
Rajah Bullub, whose youth and inexperience evidently made it impossible 
that he shou1cl be fit for such an office as that of Roy Royan i-in the 
hands of the Governor General he may be a. convenient instrument! 
By this state of the whole transaction, it appears that the first measure 
of Mr. Hastings' government was a direct disobedience of the Com-
pany's orders. 

" Our ·appointinent of Rajah Goordass was temporary; we bad no 
choice but between him and the Nabob's mother. As for Munny 
Begum, the present distresses of the Nabob and his family, the clampura 
of his creditors, and the mean and dishonorable state in which he was 

A,dministra- kept, sufficiently show what care she took of his revenues, and in what 
~~~~t~he manner they were d!sposed o~. Her care of his. educ!l-tion staI1~S ~uch 
finances by upon the same footmg. While ·she was destrOYing hiS fortune, It IS not 
funny likely that she should attend to the cultivation of his mind; nor do we 

eglon. conceive it possible that she could be qualified for such a trust. The 
accounts brought down by Mr. James Grant are under examination. 
The over-payment of near 14 lacks on account of the Nabob's pension, in 
the year 1772, is admitted by Mr. Hastings as a material error. The 
Nabob's present debts, contracted during the guardianship of the 
Begum, are supposed to amount to nine lacks. If any regard had been 
paid to the Company's orders of August, 1771, which direct that the 
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miniater at the Durbar should deliver annually to the Board a regular '11ulOl 1'190. 
and exact account of the application of the several sums paid by the -
Company to the Nabob, such waste and embezzlement could not have 
happened; but, on the other hand, SOme gentlemen who appear to have 
profited by thll Begum '. bounty would have been precluded from one of 
the principal sources of their emoluments . 

.. We now proceed to the Governor's minute of the 30th July. He Alleged 
asaerta that the Begum was compelled to deliver a paper to Mr. Goring, ~'iEul:on 
containing an lIOCOunt of two sums, of It. lack and a half each, given to ~ ~ ;"e 
Mr. Middleton and the Governor. We pay no regard to that private inform~tion 
infonnation from which the Governor collects his accounts of Mr. Goring's ~~~t;!~d 
IUpposed ill treatment of the Begum. 'We do not believe that any com- to Mr. Mid
pUlsion was used with her to induce her to make this discovery. If there ~to~ a~d 
was. let him prove it. The court of Directors will see that, on her men- ing;.. a .. -
tioning an intention to come to Calcutt&, she had immediate permission 
given her to remove to thil town or to any other part of the provinces . 

.. We conCe&I it appears very extraordinary that Mr. Hastings should 
employ so much time and labour to show that the discoveries against 
him have been obtained by improper means, but that he should take no 
step whatever to invalidate the truth of them. He does not deny the Neglect or 
receipt of the money. The Begum's answers to the questions put to her ~.H"'!t
at hi. own desire make it impossible that he should deny it. It seems ~d~t:~he 
he hal fonned some plan of defence against this and similar charges, charge. 
whioh he thinks will avail him in It. court of justice, and which it would 
be imprudent in him to anticipate at this time. If he has not received 
the money, we see no reason for luch a guarded and cautious method of 
proceeding. An innocent man would take It. shorter and easier course; 
he would voluntarily exculpate himself by his oath." * 

You observe that these words, which are as strong as Non-denial 

could be found in the language, are used by General Cla-l>J:~f1f:;t 
vering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, for the purpose charges. 

of showing Mr. Hastings-what ?-not for the purpose of 
showing him his guilt, but for the purpose of' showing that 
the queries which he had put to the Munny Begum, to-
gether with his acquiescence in this answer, and the whole 
of his conduct, amounted to acquiescence in the fact, and to 
mark to him that he had in no instance ever denied it. 

My Lords, to these pa~r:rraphs which I have read the 
Governor General says,-

" Observations on the minute of General CIavering, Colonel Monson Minute or 
and Mr. Francis. Mr. lla.no 

... I sh~ reply to each paragraph in this minute. separately.... !::';;. 
Here your Lordships, I suppose, if you have not looked 

at the evidence or if it should happen to be out of your 
mind, will expect that Mr. Hastings, in his reply to all of 
these ~r:rraphs of the minute, separately, will either do 

• Extract fI'oIn a minnte of Gen. Clsvering, CoL Monson and Mr. Francis, 
of the 15th Sep~, J 775.-PriDted in the .. MiDutee of theEvidence," p. 1097. 
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71u~17900 that which be was called upon to do as a man of honour~ 
deny the fact of 'having received the money, or that he 
would show Borne reasons why his acting as he has done is 
consistent with the fact being false; and that it is possible 
be might have acted as he has done and spoke as he has 
spoken, supposing the money never to have been received 
by him. No! he answers this minute in a very particular 
manner:-

" I shall reply to each paragraph of this minute, separately. 
"2d. Requires no reply. 
cc 3d. This merits none. 

Prosecution - cc 4th. I have declared on oath before the Supreme Court of Justice 
otNundco- that I neither advised nor encouraged the prosecution of Maharajah 

. .- _lIIar• Nundcomar. It would have ill become the first magistrate in the 
settlement to have employed his in1I.uence either to promote or dissuade 
it. 

cc 12, 13, 14, 15. These require no reply. 
cc 20, 21. These require no reply. 
" 29. This requires no reply/'· . 

Refusal to These are the answers wbich tbe Governor General pre
~1.!d:e faces-" Observations upon tile minute of General Clavering, 
charges. Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis," in which he states tbat 

he shall reply to each paragraph separately. These replies 
are--" Tbis deserves none. "-" This requires none :"-with a 
little variation of the langullcooe-'~ This merits none :" and 
he gives no answer to them whatever! He might have 
despised the justice of this country, possibly, and he might 
have stood the brunt of all this inquiry [without replying to 
tIle accusations brought against him]. But, fortunately for 
the justice of this country. he has not in general wrapped 
himself up in those silent replies,-if I may be allowed such 
contradictory terms; but he has given explanations of his 
conduct, such as I have already stated to your Lordships in 
this instance. and shall have occasion to state in many other 

Contrasted other instances. But it does hllppen that, even in the short 
with his no- f h ~ I· I d· d t b tioeotmen- space 0 t ese Aew IDes, 1e oes gIve me groun 0 0 serve 
=~~the upon these negative replies, and to infer the opinion, ·which 
Nundcomar. I hope I have already impresSt.>d upon your Lordships' minds, 

that he did admit and acquiesce in the idea of having ac
cepted that sum; for. with respect to article the fourth, he 
has said-

" I have declared upon oath. before the Supreme Court of Justice. that 
I neitheJ' advised nor encoumged the prosecution of Maharajah Nund
comar." 

• l'rinted ill dle" Minutes or the Evidenet'," p. 1099. 



Speech of Mr, Fox, 293 

Upon what distinctions will the defendant et;tablish th:Lt, '1.JUIIlI1790. 

when there were accusations against him directly-such as 
there were with respect to the money he had received-it 
wae not necessary fOl" him to deny thcm ; and, when there was 
not a specific accusation, but something which he interprets 
into an accusation, respecting the prosecuting of N und-
comar, he then thinks it necessary to purge himself upon 
oath of that guilt? 

My Lords, I am speaking my own opinion, and not the 
sense of any body of men who deputed me here, that, if 
the death of N undcomar was a crime, it was a crime far 
exceeding all peculation; it wae a crime far exceeding all 
bribery whatever; it was a crime of the blackest die which, 
perhaps, it was in the power of any human creature to 
commit I But will Mr. Hastings, or any person accused, 
B.'ly that the enormity of this cl'ime was the ground upon 
which it was necessary for him to deny it? I should have 
rather thought that the reasoning would have turned other-
wise, and that a man might have possibly said-" when you 
ACcuse me of such enormous crimes as this, bring me to my 
trial and I will justify myself." But, that he should say~ 
" upon all other subjects accuse me as you will; of murder 
-Gccuse me of this-I will purge myself upon oath ;-but 
accuse me of specific crimes--of peculation-accuse me 
of taking bribes, and that is a subject which I will not 
answer, or deny the fact of having received them!" I Du:fto 
should have thought that. if there was a peculiar delicacy in :~iry on 

the mind of any man, that would make him more forward =u::; 
to offer an inquiry upon one subject rather than another, it corruption. 

would be upon all subjects connected with and related to 
pecuniary transactions. Men would natm-ally say, upon all 
crimes connected with colTuption, upon all crimes connected 
with peculation. and connected specially with corruption and 
llecuiation in a place and in a settlement where those crimes 
have been so notoriously committed, that a man would, in 
that situation, offer himself to an investigation with peculiar 
earnestness. But he· did no such thing; and, in a letter )IIr. !l

1
3St-

h· h h fi ard h f D' . mgs etter W IC e a terw s wrote to·t e court 0 lrcctors, In to the Di-

which he complains much of the conduct of the whole rectors. 

majority, in which he complains much of their conduct to 
him in every respect, in which he complains much of the 
commission granted to Mr. Goring, and of Mr. Goring's 
manner of executing of it-a. Ion" detailed circumstantial 
letter-there is this to be observ;'d, that he denies ma.ny 
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7 J~~90. things, in it; that he descends to very minute particulars, 
Refutation one of which I will, give your Lordships as a specimen. It 
~~ is in page 10~4 of yopr Lordships' Minutes. He says,-

.. As to the charge of withholding from Nuncomar a palakeen which 
be lays claim to, I am ashamed to reply to so futile an accusation. The 
Enclosure, No.2, delivered to me by Mudglis Roy, the vakeel of Rajah 
Shitabroy, contains an that I know of this atrair, except that the palakeen 
is in my possession, as I am told-for I have never Been it." 

Now, in this letter, he goes so far as to condescend to 
reply to an accusation which he states, and states truly, to 
be so futile as not even to merit any observation whatever. 
But he does condescend to observe upon it; he condescends 
to explain that fact, and, by a reference to the document to 
which he alludes, to purge himself from any guilt on the 

Silence ~ to subject of this miserable palakin; and yet, in this very letter 
!~~~lPt where he .answers to circumstances so futile, as he himself 
:Ved. sayll, that he is almost ashamed of saying anything about 

them, he does avoid, throughout the letter, in anyone 
passage of it,-and I desire your Lordships, when you 
read it again, will read it attentively with that view,-he 
studiously avoids saying any word which can be construed 
into a denial of having received the 15,000/., or lac and a 

Reeeiptof 
one and a 
haIrJac for 
entenain· 
mellt 
proved. 

half, upon pretence of expenses. 
Thererore, I think this is not a point to be argued upon 

circumstantial evidence. I think we have proved clearly 
before your Lord8hips, by his own constructive admission, 
that he did receive one lac and B half of rupees from Munny 
Begum on the pretence of entertainment. 

Having proved this part of the charge, as I apprehend, 
from his own confession, or at least from that constructive 
confession, we now proceed to the other part of it, which 

Impl'Opriety is, the impropriety of the appointment of Munny Begum. 
of.thteaP't These are the orders of the court of Directors, at page 973 
pom ·men L rdsh' 'Mi ofMllDllY of your 0 IpS nutes:-
Begum. 
Orders of .. Extract of a letter from the court of Directors to the President and 
m~~:::Of Council at Fort William, in Bengal, dated 28th August, Inl, beginning 
for appoint- at page 107 of the same book. . 
:~ato .'" Though we hlwe no~ a .doubt but that by t.he exertion ~f your abill
Mohammed bes, and the care and 88S1dUlty of our servants In the supenntendency of 
Reza.Khan. the revenues, the collections will be conducted with more advantage to 

the Company and ease to the natives than by means of a Naib-Dewan, 
we are fully sensible of the expediency of supporting some ostensible 
minister, in the Company's interest, at the Nabob's court, to transact 
the political affairs of the Circar, and interpose between the Company and 
the subjects of any European power, in an cases wherein they may 
thwart our. interest or encroach on our authority; and as Mahomet 
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Re~a Cawn can DO longer be considered by us 88 one to whom such a 7 SUNB 1700. 

vower can safely be committed. ~e trust to yo~ local knowledge the ~ 
!!election of lOme per1IOn well qualified for the aft'airs of government, and 
of whose attachment to the Company you shall be well assured. Such 
J>e:"IOn you will recommend to the N ,!,bob to succeed Mah0!De~ Reza as 
mmister of the Government and guardian of the Nabob's mmonty; and 
we persuade olUlld,'es that the Nabob will pay such regard to your 
recommendation 118 to invest him with the ileCessary power and authority . 

.. < loB the advantages which the Company may receive from the appoint
ment of such minister will depend on his readiness to promote our views 
and advance our interest, we are willing to allow him 80 liberal a gratifi
cation as may excite hi. leal and ensure his attachment to the Company; 
we therefore empower you to grant to the person whom you shall think 
worthy of this trust an annual allowance, not exceeding three lacks of ~nual f 
rupees, which we consider not only as a munificent reward for any ~h=~.o 
IIel'Vices he shall reuder the Company, but sufficient to enable him to Ch' f 
IUpport hi. ltation with suitable rank and dignity. And here we m\lSt th:::ci
add, that, in the choice you shall make of a person to be the active minister ster. 
of the Nabob', government, we hope and trust that you will show your-
!!elves worthy of the confidence we have placed in you, by being actuated 
therein by DO other motives than those of the public good and the 
safety and interest of the Company • 

... As the disbursements of the sums allotted to the Nabob for the 
maintenance of his household and family, and the support of his dignity, 
will pass through the hands of the minister who shall be selected by you 
conformable to our preceding orders, we expect that you will require 
luch minister to deliver annually to your Board a regular and exact 
account of the applicatio!l of ~he several. sums paid by the Company ~o Protection 
the Nabob. This yon will strictly examme; and we trust thatloU will of the Na. 
not suffer any part of the Nabob's stipend to be appropriate to the wab's sti
minister'. own use, or wasted among the unnecessary dependants of the pend. 
court, but that the whole amount be applied to the purposes for which 
it waa aesigned by ua.' ... 

In this your Lordships have the Company's orders, which 
are exceedingly material for you to observe in many points 
or view, But the point or view which ] more narticu- ~r.,Hast-
1 1 Lord hi tho ~ th lOgs con-ar 1 press npon your s ps at IS moment 18, at duct ~ 
they appeal to local experience to appoint a person every:= the 

way qualified for the situation in which Mohammed Reza ::':::':to 
Khan had previously been. What does Mr. Hastings ~bam~ 
upon this? An application is made to him to succeed to the Applieation 
office or Mohammed Reza Khan by an uncle of the minor by Ye~t~ 
Nawab, Yetteram-ud-Dowla; he writes, as we have shown ~'!=::..-
"d 1 • hiOO h him el£ b b' h uncle oUhe In eVl ence, a etter, 10 w estates s J y emg t e Nawab. 

nearest relation to the N awab, to be the properest person to 
stand in the situation in which Mohammed Reza Khan 
before stooo. But he states it, not only upon the pretences 

• Printed in the i< Minutes or the Evidence," p. 973. 
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7 JUNE I7~O. which he has, but that he has been desired so to lIo by the 
~ Begum, the mother of the N awab. ' 

~J.cIi!s~~Y .Mr. Ha:'tings, as we h~ve stated. to your Lordships. in 
ings. eVIdence, In page 975, gIves a, vanety of rensons agalDst 

appointing Yetteram-ud-Dowla.. Among other rensons, he 
gives the danger in which the Company would be from any 
man being appointed to that office; because, he says, in that 
office there might be intrigues against the Company, and 
in short, the authority of the person in the place of the 
Nawab might be restored to an extent which might be dn.n~ 
gerous with respect to the interest9' of the India Company. 
He also states, that he thinks the sum of three lacs of rupees 
too large a sum to be squandered upon the person whom he 
considers to be totally inefficient and useless to the govern-

The ap' ment. Therefore, he entirely waives the orders of the 
pointmeut C . b d . th . . f M h d split into ompany; appomts no 0 yIn e sItuatIon 0 0 amme 
thrCQ ofliccs. Reza Khan; but appoints three officers in his stead, M unny 

Appoint
ment'of 
Munn,. 
Begum. 

Begum, Raja Goordass,and a subordinate officer, whose name 
is Sudder-ul~Huk Khan. 

We have stated before your Lordships who this Munny 
Begum wns,-that she was originally in a very low situation 
of life; that afterwards she was a mistress of Mir Jaffier, and 
by him had this natural son, Nlljem-ud-Dowla, who by the 
corruption of the Company's servants had been put in the 
situation of Nawab, but who was since dead. The orders of 
the Company being, specifically and directly, that he should 
appoint a proper person, a person of considerable abilities 
and a person of considerable station, to command respect 
from foreign powers, as successor to Mohammed Reza Khan, 
he appoints a woman, a weak woman as he considered her to he, 
a woman of low extraction, and a woman no way qualified to 
command the respect due to this situation i and, having stated 
that three lacs would be too much much to give to such an 
officer, he takes the whole of those three lacs and divides them 
between her, Raja Goordass,-of. whom he states himself to 
have no opinion-whom he puts at the head of the house
hold, and this subordinate officer, who has very little of the 
business or profit,-only 6,000 rupees, I think, out of the 
whole three lacs. 

Disobe. We contend that, in that act, we have proved the part of 
~~~~~ot?t~: our charge that we read before: -that, by appointing this 
Directors. Munny Begum and receiving this present from her, he not 

only incurred the guilt of having received a present where 
he had no right to have received one; he not only incurred 
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the guilt of putting a pcrcon in the situation 011 account 7 JUNIlli90, 

of that pl'esent; but that he did substantivcly appoint a -
person in direct contradiction to the orders of the Directors, 
they being, to appoint a person of the description I have 
stated, and he appointing a person no ways answering, in 
anyone particular, to that description. 

My Lords, I think I have now done, with respect to these ~pitu]a. 
two points, what I promised your Lordships to do. I have tlOD. 

proved the substantive part of the charge. I have proved 
that Mr. Hastings did accept one lac and a half of rupees 
contrary to what I have stated to be his duty. I have 
proved, also, that he did appoint Munny Begum to a 
situation of respect for which she was by no means fit, from 
the circumstances which belong to her, and which I charge 
to be in direct contradiction to the orders of the Company 
directing him to put in that place a person of a very different 
and, I might say, opposite description. 

Here I beg to pause for a moment, to state that, if I were 
to stop short here, I should conceive myself intitled to call 
for judgment, and to say to your Lordships that you cannot 
do other than pronounce Mr. Hastings to be guilty upon 
theso 'parts of the sixth Article of the impeachment which I 
have stated to your Lordships. But I have not done upon 
this subject yet; because I would say one word, if your Situation of 
Lo ·lobi ld 11 h' I . . the court rWlps wou a ow me, upon t e parhcu 0.1' SituatIOn au!! C3St of 
of this Court in the case of an impeachment, and of the rr::::~ht 
particular cast of the crimes which we here accuse. before it. 

In the first place, with regard to the particular cast of the 
crimes, many of the crimes that we state are disobedience. ~isobe-
Ith' . I' h b fh ,d,ence. n IS partlcu ar Jnstance, t e su stance 0 t e two crimes 
consists in disobedience-that he accepted presents which he 
was forbid to accept, and that he appointed Munny Begum Particn)"! 

contrary to the orders of tile court of Directors, These I =i~!::s
conceive to be substantive crimes~ But, my Lords, the excused. 

distance from Bengal to Great Britain, the impossibility of 
exactly adapting any orders given in London to the circum-
stances that may happen to exist in Bengal, are such that, 
undoubtedly, there may be cases where a. disobedience to 
the orders of the Company, or even a disobedience to an 
Act of Parliament, may be, if not wholly justified, yet to a 
great degree excused; and in some instances, possibly. it 
may go further than either excuse or justification, and be in 
itself meritorious. But these are all exceptions to the 
general ru1~ I contend that, when I have proved that a 
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7 JU~790. Governor did disobey orders which lIe was bound to obey, 
that he had received money which he had been told not to 
receive, or that he had appointed a person whom he had 
been told not to appoint, you must presume him, prima 
facie, guilty; and that it rests upon' him to state the par
ticular circumstances which make that disobedience, which 
is, prima facie, criminal, in a particular inStance, either meri
torious or at least innocent. 

In theprco 
Beut case 
disobe
dience a 
crime. 

But, my Lords, I think that, in this case, I shall be able to 
prove to your Lordships~afterhaving proved, as I think I 
have, the substantive guilt-a great number of circumstances, 
to show that this disobedience was not to be justified j that 
this disobedience was' not to be excused; but, on the 
contra~, that .there .are m~ny circumstances in ~t w~ich ~dd 
to the dIsobedience Itself, and aggravate that whIch 18, pnma 
facie, in itself a crime. ' 

Peculiari· Having stated these .pec. uliarities with respect to the 
ties with h I _1-
respect nature of t e crimes which we prosecute" will aulO state 
to the court some peculiarities with' respect to the Court; When your 

Circum· 
stancesag· 

fh:v~~?e. 
meo.nour 
committed. 

Lordships shall have found Mr. Hastings guilty, the 
Commons will have nothing more to do, as I understand, 
than to pray for judgment against him. It is possible your 
Lordships may find Mr. Hastings guilty of a misdemeanour j 
that it may be afterwards matter of much deliberation what 
the weight, the nature and degree, of that misdemeanour is, 
in order to affix to it an adequate and proportionable punish-
ment. Of that, I conceive,. it is my duty now to speak: 
and that it is my duty, having shown that Mr, Hastings 
committed a misdemeanour, to show the nature of it--to 
state the circumstances which aggravate. it; and which 
circumstances ought to be in your Lordships' consideration, 
when you come to fix a punishment for. the misdemeanours 
which we have proved. 

My Lords, I shall now proceed to show your Lordships, 
from the evidence produced at your bar laSt year, that there 
are many circumstances which I have not yet touched upon, 
because I do not think them necessary to prove the crime, 
but which I am sure your Lordships will take into consider
ation, both as establishing, in the first place, the matus animus 
which constitutes the guilt; and, iIi. the second, the degree of 

1>artiaJity to guilt which constitutes the crime. It may not be amiss, in 
Ne: the first instance, to state to your Lordships, that I should 

conceive there ,vould be little difficulty ill admitting, that 
any circumstance that showed that' Mr. Hastings had been 
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guilty of any great, unwarrantablc, partiality to MunnY'1JUlfB1700. 
Degum,-that he had done much in her favour, or in'the -
favour of her own son, or of the government of Bengal, 
which he ought not to have done,-that any such proof will 
go a great way to convince your Lordships that the appoint-
ment that he made of her was not only a disobedient 
appointmcnt, but Wall a criminal appointment, and that the Criminality 

presct;t which he accepted from her w~s,. not. only illegal, ~~t::~~~t. 
but, In every sense of the word, a crumnal and corrupt 
present. 

The 6rst instance I shall produce to your Lordships upon 
this subject is one, in myidea, so powerful that, strong as 
the rest are, I hardly know whether it is worth while to reI, 
upon them; because, in itselF, it carries features of crimi
nality and corruption 80 strong that, even if it belonged to a 
fact otherwise apparcntly innocent, it would give its colour 
and dye to that act. My Lords, we have proved that orders O~derofthe 
had come from the court of Directors-~I believe in the year ~~:~!" 
]771 or thereabouts-to reduce the stipend of the Nawab !"p';;~~.s 
from thirty-one lacs, or thereabouts, to sixteen lacs. We have 
proved. to your Lordships that Mr. Cartier, in the month of 
January, 1772, notified to the Nawab this intended reduction, 
and that it was understood that it was to take place, I believe, 
from the date of that letter, or from the date of the Nawab's 
receipt-which is no difference, it being but a small dis
tance,-and that the reduction, ordered by the Company, in 
the Nawab's settlement was to take place from some time in 
thc mouth of January, 1772. This was the intention of 
the Comfany. But it is not so material for me to state that, 
bccause am about to read a letter of Mr. Hastings to the 
Company, in which he shows how he understood their sense 
of this order; and he takes a considerable merit to himself 
for having executed it in the way in which he supposes 
them to have wished it to be executed. And I do assure 
your Lordships that your time will not be thrown away, if 
you listen attentively to every word of that short letter 
w¥ch I am about to read to you. It is in page 984 of your 
MIDutes. 

:' Extract of a letter from },fl'. !lasting' .to the court of 
DIrectors, dated Fort Wi?liam, 25th March, 1'l.75, . 

" • Your order for the reduction of the Nabob's stipend was commu- Letterot 
nieated to him in the month of December, 1771. He remonstrated ~r. Has~ 
against it, and deeired it might again be referred to the Company. The ~%:a.6 
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7 .JUNB 1790. Board tacitly acquiesced in his remonstrance, and the subsequent pay
Re - ments of his stipend were made as before. I might easily have availed 
st,::,o:'"Of myself of this plea.. I might have treated it as an act of the past 
the Nawab Government, with which I had no cause to interfere, and joined in assert
~othe rcduo- ing the impossibility of his defraying the vast expense of his court and 

I n. household without it, which I could have proved by plausible arguments 
drawn from the actual amount of the Niza.mut and Behla. establish

Thel'Cdu<>
tioncn
forced. 
Improved 
condition 
of the 
Nawab. 

ments; and both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally pur
chased my forbearance. Instead of pursuing thia plan, I carried your 
orders rigidly and literally into execution. I reduced the Nabob's 
stipend from the date on which the first notification of it was made to 
him. I undertook myself the laborious and reproachful task of limiting 
his charges, from an excess of his former stipend, to the sum of his 
reduced allowance; and I had the satisfaction of viewing the Nabob in 
a state of magnificence suitable to his dignity, within a twelvemonth 
after, at Plassey, where he had met me, the year before, with every 
appearance of indigence and meanness. For this, too, I can appeal to 
many gentle}Den of your service, who were witnesses of the Nabob's 
condition in both the periods which I have related.". 

s:~t'"llet:: There is not one word of this letter which it is not mate
o e e • rial for your Lordships to. recollect. You will observe that 

he states that the reduction in the Nawab's expenses was to 
take place from the time of its notification to him, in De
cember, 1771, as he says; I only contend, in January, 1772 ; 
he states that the Nawab, however, had remonstratecI 
against this, and that the Council seemed to acquiesce,-c< the 
Board tncitIyacquiesced,"-and he adds to it-" I might 
easily have availed myself of this plea, and join~d in a variety 
of nrguments ;" and he S3YS'-" I might have found out 
plausible arguments,"-I rather think he is too sanguine 
sometimes about the plausibility of arguments which be 
brings in such instances-" and, if I had, the Nawab and the 

M ·t Begum would bave liberally purchased my forbearance; but 
cl:~~ for I, disregarding aU hopes of the liberality of the Begum and 
~:~l:!:the N awab, not looking to their protection, not looking to their 
household. favour, I was above all consideratioDs of pity and tender-

ness to that innumerable corps of the servants of the N awab 
who were to be dismissed, and pensioners who were to be set 
at large. I executed my duty in a rigid, stoical, manner, dis· 
regarding the cries of sufferers on one hand, disregarding the 
entreaties of the N awab on the other. disregnrding all advan
tnges to myself; because, instead of gaining the favour and 
gratitude of the Begum and Nawab .. I subjected myself to 
their resentment, by putting this order in rigid execution at 
the time when it was first notified to them." . 

• Printed ia the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 98 •• 
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Is it uncandid to state that, when a man putd his actions 7 JUNE 1790. 

upon such Ii ground,---when he takes a merit to himself for Inre;;;;"" 
a reduction which, he says, he made to take place in 1772, ~~~ts 
but which he might have avoided for a considerable time after- ~ng :0:.; 
wllrds, and the _ avoidance of which, he says, would have sta;:m~nts~ 
been pnrcha~d by large bribes from Munny Begum and the 
Nawab-is it uncandid to say that, if I can prove that he did 
the very reverse of what he states; that he did not reduce 
it till 1773, instead of 1772; that he did pay the thirty-
one lacs instead of sixteen; and that he did all those things 
which, he says, he might have done if he was inclined to 
take bribes and receive rewards-is it uncandid to say, 
when he has put the test of his innocence or guilt upon this 
very fact, when he eaY8-" you might have justly sus-
pected me it I had not reduced it from the beginning 
of 1772, though I could have covered my conduct with 
plausible arguments,"-and I prove, on the other hand, 
that he did that very thing which he denies-that he did 
it from those motives which he suggested might have 
been motives so to do it? - that he might have been 
purchased so to do by the N awab and the Begum? 
If I do prove that he has forborne, is it uncandid to 
say . that that forbelU'aDce was liberally purchased by the 
Nawab and the Begum,-especially, as we know that froni 
the Munny Begum he had received a sum which he was not 
intitled to receive? By what carelessness he wrote this 
letter, in 1775, I know Dot; by what evil genius impelled; 
he wrote thilletter, in 1775, I know not; but undoubtedly; 
he does there take to himself Ii considerable merit for a fact 
which is not true; and does fairly admit all the imputations 
which we can lay upon him, provided the state of that fact is 
proved not to be as he -has stated it. 

My Lords, about two months after the writing of this 
letter, in which he has boasted of his firmness, in which he 
has boasted of all the things which I have stated; and in 
which he has put his merit upon the issue of that fact, 
appear these circumstances which I am now about to state, 
nnd which have already been produced in evidence. The Accounts 

following is an extract of a consultation of the ec.l5th of ~~::b. 
May, 1775, beginning at page 376; it is in page 985 of 
your Lordships' printed Minutes:- -

.. Account current of the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowla, hom the iime of 
the accession to the musnud to the 16th of August, 1772; Creditor, 
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7JUlm1790. for annual stipend, due to him trom 1st May, 1770, to the 16th 
- August, 1772, at 31,81,860 per annum, for 2; months, 16 days, is 

73,000,601. 

Reduction 
in the 
NawabJs 
allowance 
not made 
down to 
Deo.1772. 

Contradic
tion of Mr. 
Hastings' 
statement. 

" Fort William, 11th May, 1775, Errors excepted. 
"Signed, CHARLES CROFTS, Accountant General to the Revenue 

Department." 

The following is an extract from the same consultation, 
beginning at page 2307 of the Bame book :-

"Account current of the Nabob, Mobarick ul Dowla, from 17th 
August, 1772, to the end of :February, 1775. 

" For amount of anp.ual stipend, due to him, at the rate of 31,81,860 
per annum, agreeable to the establishment, from 17th August to 31st 
December, 1772, for four months, 11,84,359. 

" Fort William, 11th May, 1775. Error~ excepted. 
" Signed, CHARLES CROFTS." 

Now, my Lords, you see that, by tbis account, signed by 
Mr. Crofts. it appears that tbeold establisbment of tbirty
one lacs is paid down to tbe 31st of December, 1772; so 
that you see, in this account-for both the accounts tally-it 
says,-" at tbe rate of tbirty-one lacs;" and, if you will 
observe the sums, they are fairly calculated upon the rate 
of thirty-one lacs; therefore there is no accidental mistake of 
figures. So that it appears that this retrenchment, which 
Mr. Hastings said he might, if he had been corruptly 
inolined, have deferred to the end of the year 1772, which 
he said he had many plausible arguments. to defer to 1772, 
by deferring which to 1772 he said he should have gained 
the favour of the Begum and the Nawab, in which instance 
ther would have pUl'chased liberally his forbearanoe, was 
aotually, oontrary to the fact stated, continued down to the 
end of 1772, without any reasons offered for it by Mr. Hast
ings, and, probably, with Ii liberal purchase given him for 
forbearance by the Begum and the N awab I 

It would _ appear to any man, not acquainted with the 
general modes of aoting of Mr. Hastings, a strange and 
unacoountable thing, that, in the month of March, 1775, he 
sbould have defended his innocence upon the ground of the 
reduction of that establishment at the beginning of the 

. year 1772, when he knew that there were. in the acoountant's 
office, a<!counts which might have been produced, and wbich 
would bring. him to the complete shame to which I have 
just now brought him at your Lordships' bar. But he has 
singular ways of getting rid of accusations when they come 
to bear against him and which it is impossible to answer! 
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The next paper is in the same page of your Minutes- 71un 1190. 

a consultation of the 12th of June, from a. book already -
delivered in ::--

.. The Board also recuJ'to the Nabob's account delivered in by the 
Accountant General to the Revenue Department, in consultation, 
25th ultimo." 

That is to say, the Board refer to those accounts which I 
have just stated. Your Lordships have not forgotten 
Mr. Hastings' letter, I trust, with all his boast upon this 
subject. Now look a little to his observations:-

.. The Governor General informs the Board that there appears to him Observa· 
a "ery material error in the account current with the N awab signed by tions. by Mr. 
Mr. Crofts. and now before the Board, credit being therein given to tbe Hastmgs. 
!IIawab for hi •• tipend, according to the old establishment, to the 31st 
of December, 1772; whereas it was expressly settled by the committee 
of circuit, in July or August, 1772, at the time that the Governor was 
,,-ith the committee at Moorshedabad. that the reduced stipend should 
take place from the day on which the Nabob received the fonner notifi· 
cation of the Company'. orders, on tbat lubject, from Mr. Cartier,-
wbich wu in December, 1771, or January, 1772; that he thinks this 
mistake ought to be rectified, before the accounts are finally adjusted 
with the Nabob." 

When Mr. Hastings is detected in this falsehood, to what 
hns he recourse? He has recourse to saying...,...,." here appears 
indeed to be a very material error." The Governor General 
tells lOU. in the year 177 5, that he finds; to his great 
lurprlse, that in a period elapsed, for near three years, 
there waa a considerable and material error, namely, the 
error of paying to the Nawab 150,OOOl. sterling and up
wards, which was by no means his due. And this errol' had 
subsisted, and would have subsisted, if those accounts had 
not been called for for the purposes for wbich they were, 
-origin~ting, I believe, from MI'. Hastings' imprudent 
boast. Then he contents himself with saying,-" here is a 
material error j" -but adds-" I think" -he thinks, for once, 
that errol' ought to be the ground of some inqniry-" this 
mistake ought to be rectified, before th~ accoullts are finally 
adjusted with the Nabob." . 

But is this the natural behaviour of a man in snch a case, Suspicions 

wheQ a person, in an office of snch trust as Mr. Croft!!, had ~~!'r" 
committed eO material an error as to charge to the Coui- =:.~~he 
pany's accounts abov~ 150.000L sterling Plore than he ought 
to do, and the retrenchment of which he had thought a 
matter of considerable importance? Was it not natural that 
he should feel all that just indignation agaiDilt Mr. Crofts, 
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7~!7n1790·,which:any'.Governor ought to feel at any officer, employed 
"", ,'inn.' high alid important trust, having made an error in his 

, "aCCQUnts of such magnitude? 
Mr.OrottS, "~ '\V,ehave' clouds of e,idence to show to your Lordships 
the ""count- th ,t' 'M C Ii b fi h" d ant. tinder a, r, ro ts, e ore t IS tIme, was a person protecte 

,~~~ast. and appointed by Mr. Hastings. We have still further 
'p)'Otection. documents to show that, instead of forfeiting in 'any degree 

his favour for this error, which in any other case would be 
tnd t~nce- called an enormous and monstrous delinquency, from, that 
~~e'd biro- time, instead of punishing and discountenancing him, he was 
him. ever after the chief and prime favourite of Mr. Hastings, 

employed by him in his most secret transactions, and 
advanced to the" highest and most important trusts in the 
Company's service. I say that, when a Governor General 
sees an error of this kind and does not punish, but rewards, 
the person guilty of it, he makes himself answerable for the 
error so committed. However, this error was to be set 
right. And here I must beg a little of your Lordships' 
peculiar attention, because, if I state anything in matters of 
account wrong, I should be exceedingly sorry; but it appears 
to me so clear, that a small attention from yo'ur Lordships 
will enable you to see it as clearly as I do. In the same 
page, in the consultation of the 4th of September 1775, 
occurs the following letter:-

Acconnt " Honourable Sir and Sirs,-Indisposition prevented the attention of 
linf~red by Mr. Croftes at the office. I take the liberty to acknowledge the honour 

• 0 InSOn. of your commands, transmitted the 16th instant, by your assistant 
secretary. In compliance with the spirit of which-want of materials 
preventing compliance with the letter-I have drawn out the two 
accompanying accounts, Nos. 1 and 2; the first stating the Nabob 
Mobarick ul Dowlah~8 account with the Honourable Company, from 
the period expressed in your commands, to the latest period pos
sible, the 30th of April, 1775; the second, an annual account of 
payments made to the Nabob, during the periods that Mr. Middleton 
acted as Resident at Durbar, drawn up from his own accounts as trans
mitted to the Presidency. 

.. Signed, RICHARD JOHNSON."" 

Now upon this account, there is an endeavour to set 
the other account right, and it states on one side of the 
account-

.. To amount paid by the Company's Council of revenue at Moor
shedabad, of this date-that is from January, 1772, to the 8th of Sep
tember, 1772-twenty-five lacks; balance due to the Nabob, four lacks; 
which make together the Bum of 29 lacks." 

., Printed in the II MiQutes of the Evidence," p. 986. 
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There is stated on the other 'side of th.> _.. - ~~ 
.. January lat.-By L"'ft&!'S due to him upon the old blisIitlleif~ .. • 

thla date. nineteen lacks. Sept. S.-By stipend agreea ~to_tbQHWII' j 
eetabliahment. from January 22 to this date, making 7 mo dk~ 
ten lacks; which makes the II&IIIe sum of 29 lacks to &ett 0 ) ib'i!'-, 
other aicca rupees on the other aide." '. q~ 

Now, if there was any truth in this account, this wo~ 
the whole matter right. They were so sensible of this ~ 
error, and of this error being, as Mr. Hastings justly Attempt to 

L,,_ • I d lead' correetthe Oueerves, a very materm one, An mg to consequences first aeco~mt 

of the greatest importance, that they endeavour to justify it ~?g 
by this means. They 8ay,-" True, it appears that such arrears. 

sums were paid to the N awab." But, in order to convey 
an idea that they were not paid upon- the notion of the old 
stipend being continued, they state that these sums were 
paid, but that they were paid in discharge of arrears due to 
the N awab upon the old stipend, to the amount of twenty-
five lacs; and, therefore, they state that the further balance 
to the Nawab was only four lacs; so that, if this account 
were true, the other might only be an error in the way of 
stating it, and not a real and Bubstanti:U error. From tllis 
account one would suppose this had been paid, not. as part 
of his stipend, but as an old outstanding arrear. 

This was the attempt. But then, in the same page of Purlher t 
your Lordships' Minutes, in an extract or a consultation =~!'e't. 
of the 14th December, 1772, subsequent, of course, to the theNawah. 

period in September, 1772, to which some of theSe accounts 
were made up, your Lordships will:find an account, at the 
bottom of the page, stating the total amount of the Nawab's 
debts. That we have nothing to do with. Then there 
eomes,-" Due from the Company, 19 lacks [19,78,556: 6: 
1 : 1];" then-" Due for assignment on the zemindars, two 
lackS more [2,43,353: 9: 9: I]." So that the result of this 
account is, that the apparent balance due to the Nawab is 
nineteen, but the real balance due, with the addition of these 
two SUlDS, is twenty-two lacs. . 

Now this account completely falsifies the other; because, ~~ 
if it were true that the Bums paid the Nawab in the month =~.he 
of September were, ILS that account purports them to be, 
part of an old balance outstanding, then the next account 
must be true-that the balance was reduced to four lacs. 

Now it appears, in the month of September following, 
that that balance WILS not a balance of four but of twenty-two 
lacs due to the Nawab; "flO' it is impossibJe that that 

VOL. IL 'V 
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7JU~1700. bal!i.nce-c&Ct'W'OJ"'l~_~.l up toAhe month of September; for it 
was impossible that that new balance, in addition to that four, 
should be incurred, the whole stipend altogether being but 
sixteen lacs. Therefore there can be no pretence that 
there was any new balance, to so considerable an amoun4 
incurred between September and December. 

Explanation What makes this difference in the two accounts? I \<' 
of the con- L dh' h I I I b l' tradicLion. state to your or SIpS sort y anI , e leve, unans'!" 

ably. This difference arises from this circumstance
Crofts' first Crofts' first account, in which was said to be this ID 
account COl'- h ] h h N recto error, was t e true account, name y, t at tea" 

been paid according to his old salary; that the' BU .... 
quent account; referring these payments to an ontstaD ~. / 
arrear, was false and fictitious, made to reconcile. in SU1.A 
degree, the account of Crofts with Mr. Hastings' decla
ration; and that it was so far from being paid, that it was 

t"oOfthat outstanding to the month of December, 1772. So that this 
in~ ~~;ot very scheme of J obnson's-under whose direction does not 
~~:~t,~he appear-of endeavouring to falsify Crofts' account, and 
aUowanoc. endeavouring to impose upon the Board and Council at 

Calcutta a false account, only served to illustrate more 
clearly.Mr. Hastings' guilt upon this subject, and to prove 
that he did directly the contrary of that which he asserts ;
that, instead of reducing the Nawab's revenue from the 
beginning of the year 1772, he did continue the old stipend 
to the' end of the year 1772, with all the observations to 

A price . which that continuation is liable,-namely, among the prin-
taken forllls • lb' h b d' h . I . . forbearance. Clpa 0 Sel'VatlODs, t at y so omg e mIg 1t gam, as III 

point of fact he did gain, a liberal price for his forbearance 
from Munny Begum and from the N awab. 

My Lords, I think, if I had stated this circumstance
and this ciremnstance only-to your Lordships, I should 
have sufficiently proved the aggravated guilt of Mr. Hast
ings in receiving these fifteen lacs from MUDDY Begum. 

~~~~~';,ot I beg your Lordships will all along keep in your mi~ds 
stated"',a that I do not state this false acconnt as n substantive 
substantive I . h' Pl' b'" 
ch&!ge e large agamst lm,-lor t lIS reason,- eeause It IS not In 

W:'~i;:r. our charge; but I state it ItS a powerful medium of proof, 
that, in taking that 15,000/. from Munny Begum and in 
appointing her. contrary to the orders of the Directors, he 

Corruption acted in a corrupt manner, and with very bad and interested 
inferred. '11 1 views; and you WI take a proof of it, which is a ways 

allowed to be a proof. from the false accounts he has given 
of all the trnnsaetions connected with it. 
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I Bhall now state to your LOl'dships another paper of con- 7 .TuliB 1790. 

siderable importance, in my conception; a paper, concerning 0:der of the 

.. the production of which there was some debate between the r~:~~~t 
Counsel on the other side and us, and upon which paper- =~dte 
which baa not often been the case-we had the good fortune kept. 

to gain your Lordships' opinion ;-1 mean, the paper in which 
the East India Company direct that there should be an 
exact account kept. They directed-in my opinion very 
judiciously-that not only an account should be kept of the 
moneys issued to the Nawab, but that this officer, whom they 
expected to be appointed to this situation in the reom of 
Mohammed Reza Khan, should also give an account of the . 
disbursements of the N awab ; thinking it material for the 
interests of the Company that his disbursements should not 
be more than his income, and that, by seeing the disburse-
ments of the Nawab,-which was also a good reason, if it 
was so,-they might be able to discover whether any of 
their servants received any illegal presents from the Durbar. 
In page 983 of your Lordships' Minutes the following extract 
ofa consultation of the 21st June, 1775, was read:-

.. General Clayering.-' I beg leave to move that the Accountant Motion of 
General· or the Accountant of the Tre8.SUl'Y be ordered to lay ~ni Claver
before this Board the annual account which has been transmitted d~::,rlol't 
to the late President and Council, or to the Governor General and the account 
Council, from Rajah Goordass, in consequence of the orders contained so ordered. 
in the 26th paragraph of of the General Letter of the court of 
Dire..>ton, of the date of the 29th of August, 1771, in the following 
words: '-' A. the disbursements of the sums allotted to the Nabob for 
the maintenance of his household and family and the support of his 
dignity, will pas, through the hands of the minister who shall be selected 
by you, conformable to our preceding orders, we expect that you will require 
such minister to deliver annually to your Board a regular and exact 
account of the application of the several sums paid by the Company to 
the Nabob. This you will strictly examine; and we trust that :you will 
not aufIer any part of the Nabob', stipend to be appropriated to the 
millister', own use, or wasted among the unnecessary dependants of 
the court, but that the whole amount be applied to the purposes for 
which it was assigned by us.' " 

This is what General Clavering desires may be produced; 
and he founds hiB desire upon that order of the Company 
which I have stated. 

.. Govemor General.-' I can save the Board the trouble of this reference, ¥r. Hast.: 
by acquainting them that no such account. haye been transmitted; nor, :::'~'rlS
as I can affirm with almost a certain knowledge, any orders given for the account 
that purpose either to Goordass, to whose office it did not properly:::: n~t t 
belong, nor to the Begum, who had the actual charge and responsibility n ep. 
of those disbursements. Thi' I am willing to acknowledge to have been 
an omi88ion of the late government, among, perhape, many others, un-
avoidable in the multiplicity and importance of their other duties; and, 

tT2 
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7 IUlili 1790. perhaps, less attended to in this instance, from the absolute impossibility 
- to examine the accounts or (haw from them the uses intended by this 

order of the Honourable Company. I will answer for my own part, that, 
having given a great part of my time and attention in the course of 
many months to form a· new establishment of the Nabob's expences, 
reduced within the sum of his reduced stipend, I had little encourage
ment, had it ever occurred to me, to go through the annual labour of. 
scrutinizing and auditing the long accounts of his actual disburse
ments."· 

Hi. plea 
that the 
accounts 
would have 
beenunin .. 
telligible. 

Here you see, my Lords, that the Directors have given a 
positive order that an account shall be kept of the Nawab's 
disbursements, and that tlmt account shall be transmitted to 
the Board at Calcutta, for their information. General Cla
vering desires that such an account may be produced. The 
G()vernor General says,-" I can spare you the trouble of 
desiring the account, for I am' sure it has not been kept, 
and am almost certain that it was not ordered :"-that is,
"that I disobeyed my. duty to the court of Directors by 
omitting to or~e~ i~.".·~-This, he says, was an omission, but it 
was not an omIssIon of much consequence; for these accounts 
never would have been intelligible if they had been produced. 
Upon which I shall make a remark, by and by; but he says, 
besides this,-" I am sure that having spent a considerable 

That hehad time in framing the reduction of the Nawab's establishment, 
no time to "h" h' d d " I had inquire con- SO as to come WIt In IS re uce Income, no encourage-
~=~~'lllst!':_ ment afterwards to inquire or know anything about his 
penditure. disbursements." I defy any man to produce, in the defence 

of a man. upon any charge~ so strange an answer as that is, 
containing such an extraordinary system of reasoning. He 
says;-" I had so much to do, I thought it a matter of so 
much moment, and employed so much of my time in reduc
ing the Nawab's expenses by estimate within his income, 
that I afterwards had no encouragement to inquire or know 
anything about his disbursements,-namely, in point of fact, 
whether the plan which I intended was' ever carried into 
execut.ion or not, and whether his disbursements did bear 
any proportion to his income."-He says,-" Having taken so 
much trouble in reducing the N awab's expenses by estimate 
within bis income, I never thought it worth my while after
wards to inquire whether it was within his income, or whether 
he exceeded it or not." I believe your Lordships would think 
that, if that had been stated in the charge as a substantive 
crime, it could not be considered as 110 substantive crime or 

• Extract of consultation of the Board of Calcutta, 21st June, 1775.
Printel\ in the II Minlltes of the Evidence," p. 988. 
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misdemeanour of any low or trivial class-that, when an 7.JuNlI179o. 

order had come from the Directon to keep certain accounts, 
he had omitted to do it, and actually confesses the omis-
sion. But let me observe upon what the nature of these 
accounts was. If these accoun~s had been kept in the Value of the 
manner in which they ought to have been, these two conse- accounts. 
quencetl must have resulted from them. The first consequence T? wam th .. 

haa a reference to what I have been just stating, with regard R,':3~be~1 
to the continuation of the stipend to the Nawab beyond the *,~'t;~:ders. 
time to which it ought to be continued; because, if it 
appeared from these accounts that the N awah was actually 
spending thirty-one lacs, it would have immediately struck 
the government and the Directors-how can he be spend-
ing thirty-one lacs when his whole incl'tme is but sixteen? 
And, therefore, that prevarication of Mr. Hastings, and that 
disobedience to the Company's orders, in continuing the 
stipend till 1773, wheu he ought to have reduced it in 1772, 
would have been proved. 

But that is not the only consequence of it. He says these To exhibit 

accounts would not have been intelligible. That he would !~~~':l~ 
have contrived, if he could, to make them unintelligible, I ~fk~~ 
will give him complete credit; but I do not conceive that he il1~. 
could have so disfigured tlte account of the Nawab's dis
bursementlil that we should not have seen in it that which 
makes the substantive part of this charge. Why did he 
disobey them? Not merely for the sake of disobeyil1g them, 
which I admit he has done upon many occasions; but for 
this evident criminal purpose-because he knew that, if he 
did transmit those accounts of the expenses of the Nawab, 
in those expensetl and disbursements would have appeared 
the 8um of a lao and a half to Mr. Hastings, which it would 
be impossible for Mr. Hastings afterwards to justify. And P'"f~of 
sure I am your Lordships will. allow this is a complete and ~~:~;;\ding 
triumphant proof of the maillS animus, of the guilt and bad !~et~~nts 
intention, of Mr. Hastings in receiving the 15,0001., that he :~~~;~the 
afterwards did, contrary to his duty, withhold from the 
Company, by his omission in not ordering the account to be 
kept, the nccount of the disbursements of the Nawab, in 
which account it would have appeared that 15,0001. was 
given to him, which he had legally no right to accept. 

I will only call to your Lordships' minds, in this part of the funny, 
argument, what I was obliged to st:l.te in the preceding re~fn,,!!to 
part of it, because it was necessary to that object at that t~: F.=b~! 
time,-I mean, Munny Degum's answers to Mr. !Iastings'I\Ccounts. 
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7 JUNE n90. queries above stated. When she is asked how she came to 
- make this charge against Mr. Hastings, why she produced 

this partial selection, she says,-" I made no charge; Mr. 
Goring had the papers." In one case she says,-" from the 
papers," in the other" from the record "-which mean the 
same thing-" these things will appear." I do contend that, 

Guilt in
ferred from 
Mr. Hast
ings'omis
sion to for
w..-dit to 
theDirec
-tors. 

in this paper, which the Company ordered to be transmitted 
to the Board and which Mr. Hastings omitted to order the 
transmission of,-that in this paper would have appeared all 
'the disbursements of the N awab, and, among those, the 
money illegally given to Mr. Hastings and illegally by him 
received. That accounts for his omission, which appears 
otherwise unaccountable; and his omission does completely 
prove, as I have stated, the criminal intent of the whole 
transaction. 

~r. HRB~ My Lords, it will also be necessary to observe to you that, 
~~'1,":"~\~r in that letter, of which I stated every word to be valuable to 
imedmedt.iate f your Lordships,-:-:I mean in that letter of March, 1'175, in 
r uo Ion 0 h· h h' '. f f h d" dn f h' the Nawa\)'s W IC e gIves, as a proo 0 t e ISmtereste· ess 0 IS 
allowance d h' h ' . d h h' h h d h ill his letter con uct, IS aVlDg one t at w IC we ave prove e 
~U'l."-Ch. never did, the having effected the reduction of the Nawnb's 

stipend from the commencement of the year 1772-your 
Lordships will recollect, among other things, he says that 
plausible arguments might have been drawn for the continu
ation of the original stipend from the impossibility of sup
·porting the N awab's household without it; "but," he says, 
" however I might have stated it, possibly with a degree of 
plausibility, I would not avail myself of such a circumstance, 
but I reduced it immediately," and he insinuates that he 
thereby incurred odium-that the reduction of the Nawab's 
establishment must be attended with a certain degree of 
odium to him who performs it, But, in another place, in a 
letter from the President and Council of Fort William, in 
Bengal, to the court of Directors, bearing date the 10th of 
November, 1772, he expresses himself more particularly 
about it:-

His h>ttcr of " The reduction of the Nabob's stipend and the new arrangement of 
We IOtJ72 his household, in consequence, was a measure equally difficult and in
~,~ri;i ...mo' vidious in execution, but, besides being indispensable from your orders, 
subject. • our sense of its wisdom and propriety made it be undertaken without 

delay or regret. To bring the whole of the expenees of the Nizamut 
within the pale of the si'deen lacks, it was necessary to begin with reform
ing the useless servants of the court, and retrenching the idle parade of 
elephants, menageries, &c., which loaded the civil list. This cost little 

. regret in performing; but the President, who took upon him the chief 



Speech of Mr. Fox. 311 

.hare in this business. acknowledges he suffered considerably in his 7 JUNE 1790. 
feelings when he came to touch on the pension list. Some hundreds of -
per80ns of the ancient nobility of the country, excluded under our 
go,·emment from almost all employments, civil or military, had ever 
since the revolution depended on the bounty of the Nabob; and near 
ten lack! were bestowed that way. It is not that the distribution was 
alway. made with judgment or impartiality, and much room was left for 
a reform; but, when the question was to cut off entirely the greatest part, 
it could not fail to be accompanied with circumstances of real distress. 
The President declares that even with some of the highest rank he could 
Bot avoid discovering, under all the pride of eastern manners, the 
manifest mar~. of penury and want. There was, however, no room left 
for hesitation. To confine the Nabob's expences within the limited sum, 
it was necessary that pensions should be set aside. It was done; and 
every possible regard was had to equity and the pretensions of indi
viduals, in Bettling those which were allowed to remain • 

.. The dependantll of the late Naib Soubahdar were, without exception, 
cut off the liat; and the remainder of the reduction was chiefly confined to 
th08e who were either of less pretensions or more independence of fortune 
than the old pensioners. In short, the whole establishment was adjusted 
to the Naboh'. new income, beyond which, the Begum was given to 
understand IIhe must not go. The general state of it was intended to be 
sent; hut, lUI it may be well imagined, the minute household accounts of 
thirty-two lacks could not be examined by the proper officers in a few 
days. The President'. departure pressed; they promised to send it after 
him; it i. not yet come, but we hope to transmit it by one of the later 
.hips." . 

Your Lordships observe that he says, tllat, among other re- Numerous 

d · h d d f hI bhd ·h dependants uctlOns, t e epen ants 0 t e ate flU a ar were, WIt out of the Na-

exception, cut off the list. You will see them stnted at 1,437 ~:'i~~e;,f 
men and 90 women. So that, on this account, near 1500 t!teir pen

persons were, with a view to this reduction, cut off the list Slons. 

of pensioners j and I admit that to be the fact: but I wish 
you to con8ider it in the view in which I am about to state 
it to your Lordships. These 1,500 persons in one instance, 
and probably many others, were cut off from their pensions, 
from their subsistence, from the charity which they had from 
the Nawab-in many instances ill placed-but, upon the 
whole, in such a manner as to make the reduction fall with 
considerable hardship upon manY'persons upon whom nobody 
would have wished such a hardshIp to have fallen. 

I would observe upon this in two lights particularly. Motive for 

Why was all this reduetion made? It was, if I understand :~':,redu.,. 
the object of it, in order to reduce the expenses of the . 
N awab within the . limits of his .new establishment: but, The . 

though this reduction wae made, he was not reduced within ~ll::'::;~ 
the limits of his Dew establishment till a year afterwards. mr ::::a~ 
Consequently, in the year 1772, these pensions were all after. • 

reduced from the time of the notification of the lower esta .. 
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7 JUNE 1790. blishment from Mr. Cartier. But the establishment, as we 
have proved by Mr. Crofts' account, waS continued t.ill the 
end of it. Therefore, by Mr. Hastings' conduct in that 
year, this effect was produced-that the Nawab's expenses, 
his pensions, charities, disbursements, were all reduced 
within sixteen lacs, but his receipt from the English govern-

The differ-
cnce ex .. 
pended in 
presents to 
Mr. H ... t-

!:tE'':ll~~d 

Period of 
theredue· 
tion ot the 
pensions 

~~~r't\~~ 
payment 

ment was continued at thirty-one lacs. 
Now we have an obvious reason to state for this, and that 

is, the sums given to Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton; and 
these sums will answer the sums of the reduction. It 
appears, therefore, that the N awab was reduced in his ex
penses from thi!;ty-one lacs to sixteen, but that his income 
was kept up; and can we doubt that it was kept up for 
furnishing corrupt presents to Mr. Hastings and other 
servants of the Company, especially when I have proved 
that, at that period, Mr. Hastings did receive a present which 
he was not intitled to receive? What becomes of this 
boasted reduction?' , ,Was it with a view to the advantage of 
t.he Company t Was it with a view to put the N awab him
self in a better situation with regard to his finances, or 
to render him more independent and respectable ? No! these 
pensions were not reduced, but the receivers of them were 
changed. What was paid to these 1,400 men and these 90 
women was not reduced, but the channel in which the 
Nawab'sbounty flowed was turned, and, instead of being 
paid, as they bad been before, to the servants of his father, 
to the dependants of his family, and the persons put out of 
office from the changes which had taken place in Bengal, 
they were turned into a different channel, namely, into the 
pockets of the prisoner and other of the servants of the 
Company. He did not reduce them; but he gave them, 
according to his own mind, more judiciously-I do not see 
how he can say more impartially; for he diverted them from 
the purposes to which the Nawab gave them,-the procuring 
subsistence to the dependants of his family,-into presents to 
himself and Mr. Middleton, and other corrupt servants of 
the Company: and I defy any man to show upon what prin
ciple that establishment should subsist, except for the purpose 
of enabling the Nawab and Munny Begum to give corrupt 
presents to him; 

There is another view in which I wish your Lordships to 
consider this reduction of pensions; I mean, in respect to 
the time when it took place. It took place at the very time 
at which Mr. Hastings was receiving this very present, 
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under colour of 2,000 rupees a day for Ms entertainment. 7 JUliE 1790. 

'Ye have read to your Lordships evidence, in which we have maGe for 

d h h C 'd d h . d h 'd 1I1r. Hast-prove t at t e ompany consl ere t e stIpen t ey pal in~s' enter-
their Governor was sufficient for all purposes, without any tamment. 

emoluments whatever; and that alone is sufficient to render 
this receipt of this 15,OOOL criminal. But we have further 
stated that, at the very time when he was taking this stipend, 
he was reducing the stipends of others to a great degree of 
harddhip, as he himself confesses, if not to a great degree of 
cruelty and injustice. We have proved to your Lordships Travelling 

h· h Mr H' d'd 11 . all expeoses t 18,-t at • Rstmgs I actua y receive an OWance allowed to 

from the Company in consideration of his travelling expenses, rJ~ ~;Stte 
bcsides the share of an allowance which he received as one Company. 

of the committee of circuit; it appearing in evidence before 
your Lordships that there was a general allowance to the 
committee of circuit, of which Mr. Hastings was one, and 
that there \vas a particular allowance to Mr. Hastings for 
travelling expenses, amounting to between 3,OOOl. and 4,000/. 
sterling. This took away any pretence for taking 2,000 
rupees, a day, from Munny Begum, and particularly under a 
pretence of entertainment, at a time when he was reducing 
with Ii rigid economy all the expenses of the Nawab,-at a 
time when he would have been furnished with a plausible 
excuse to defer it, on account of its hardness and cruelty. 

I need not urge more to prove that, in taking this sum, Agp;avatjon 
he was not only substantially guilty, but that there was ofthocnme. 

every circumstance to prove the malus animus; that there 
WRS every circumstance to aggravate the taking it, by the 
time he took it, by the circumstances of the persons from 
whom he took it, and the circumstances in which he stood as 
a refonner of abuses respecting the Durbar, at the moment Partiality 

h I d · . T h h' k' afterwards e WIiS p un ermg It. 0 prove t at t IS ta mg was shown to 

corrupt, we have shown that, from this time, afterwards, in N:,::;::. 
all I!ituations, he always did retain a partiality towards this 
Munny Begum, and a desire for her interest,-to be ac
counted for upon no principle but upon this, of continuing to 
be in some degree her pensioner. For when the Directors 
approved of the removal, and there ·was every reason to 
believe would disapprove of the re-establishment of Munny 
Begum, in the year 1778, he did ra-establish her, under all 
the circumstances of unfitness which we have stated; and, 
not a twelvemonth before leaving India, one of his last acts 
as the Governor of Bengal was to write a letter to the 
Directors in favour of Munny Begum. He states to the 
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7 Jun1790. Directors a variety of supposed merits of hers; that she 
- had fallen a victim to his cause: and he says atone time, 

too, he believed. that the personal animosity against her was 
instigated by a notion that she had shown some gratitude to 
him for his attentions to her. Now what that gratitude is 
to which he alluded, or what those attentions are, there can 
be no doubt. The attentions were his putting her in the 
situation which is charged· as It crime; the gratitude to 
which he alludes was the bribes she if:! said to have given 

Subscq~ent him for the purpose of putting her into that situation. Eut, 
non"licUlal· h 1783 h d' f fi th· of the lU t e year , at . t e Istance 0 ten years rom e tIme 
f:'e~et!.ot when those acts were done, when he states these reports as one 
wnts. of the grounds of calumny against her, which had excited other 

Additional 
circum .. 
stances of 
criminality 
in theap
pointment 
of Munny 
Begum. 

servants of the Company to be enemies and, as he states, perse
cutors of that woman, he does not deny the fact at that period 
any more than any other; he does not say that that accusation 
was false or groundless, or deny the fact of her having actually 
bribed him in the way that we have charged that she did. 

I have gone through most of what I had to say upon the 
subject of those circumstances which made the acceptance of 
this bribe peculiarly criminal. I must now touch, very 
shortly, upon a few circumstaJ;lces which add to the cri
minality of appointing Munny Begum; which prove the 
bad intention, and which, undoubtedly, ought to add to the 
punishment, when the punishment is to come. 

I stated, in the early part of my speech, what the opinion 
of the Directors was in choosing a successor to Mohammed 

]II •. !Jast- Rem Khan. I conceive that, for the purpose of proving 
~~~~:i.n Mr. Hastings criminal, I do enough when I show he dis-
oplwonw,th b d h d f h D' d h .. t the orders of 0 eye t e or ers 0 t e Irectors; an t at It IS no ncces-
!~:i'ir- sary for me, in every instance, to prove that he concurred in 

Minute to 
the Direo
tors. 

opinion with the orders of the court of Directors, and thought 
them as just as, I am sure, he ought to think them binding. 
But in this case I am able to prove that; and for that pur
pose I shall beg leave to read.all extract of a minute:-

" To the Honourable the court of Directors. 
" You will expect that, in the proceedings against the Begum, the 

strictest regard will have been paid to her honour, and every scrupulous 
attention observed which the delicacy of the oriental manners prescribes 
with respect to her sex, and her rank and character particularly demand; 
and that, in the choice of her successor, due eonsideration has been paid 
to the requisites for so distinguished & charge,-that his rank is such as 
at least may not wound the Nabob's honour, or lessen his credit in the 
estimation of the people, by the magisterial command which the new guar
dian must exercise over liim,:with abilities and vigo1l1' of mind equal to 
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t.he ,upport of th," authority; and the world will expect that the guardian 'I .JUlOI1790. 
he especially qualified, by his own acquired endowments, to discharge -
the duties of that relation in the education of his young pupil, to inspire 
him with sentiments Buitable to the dignity of his birth, and to instruct 
him in the principals of his religion." • 

I read this paper, to show that those orders or-the Direc- qu8litl_. 

hi h "- H· dis b d .. f"- tiOnsreqUlo tors w c .I1U. astings 0 eye were, m pomt 0 lact, site ~or tho 

orders in the principle of which he did concur; because, in ::r~t~ 
this letter, he haa stated that he conceives the proper quali
fications for an office of this kind to be the qualifications 
stated in the letter-to be qualifications of experience, of 
great acquired endowments, and of a variety of other cir
CUJDBtances, which he stated, I suppose, for a different 
purpose at that period, but it matters not for what purpose. 
Those endowments he states to be requisite to that office; not existiug 

not one of which he pretended, in any degree, to exist in w~Y 
Munny Begum. Has he ever pretendea. that she was a 
person of that description ?-that she had abilities and vigour 
of mind equal to the support of great authority?- or that she 
was especially qualified, by her own acquired endowments, 
to dUicharge the duties of that relation in the education of 
her young pupil-to inspire him with sentiments suitable to 
the dignity of his birth, and to instruct him in the principles 
of his religion? Has he ever stated Munny Begum to be a His o~n. 
person of that description or that character? lIe has always ~rh::~hOU 
stated ber, for grounds of compassion, to be a weak, defence-
less, woman, who passed her life secluded or immured in a 
zanana, unknowing of the business of the world, and un
doubtedly, as he has always stated, not dangerous to the Com-
Imny upon that account. But, upon the very principle upon 
which he haa stated her not to be possibly dangerous to the 
Company, upon the saDle principle he must allow her to be 
without those endowments which he, in concurrence with 
the court of Directors. states to be necessary for the offioe. 

I stated before, he refused the proposal of Yetteram-ud- Rejection of 

Dowla to place him in the office. He did it upon the ground JJ~; as 
that he might become dangerous: and yet, in another ~~~o 
minute-which. to sav~ your Lordships' time, I do not read, gerous. 

but which I state to be in page 975 of your Minutes,-npon 
the appointment of Raja. Goordass, he treats with the greatest 
degree of levity and contempt, as a thing impossible, not 

• Letter of Mr. Hastings to the court ot Directora, 14th Sept., 1775 ...... 
Printed ill the .. Minutes or the Evidence.· p. 974. 
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7 .JUNE 1700. only that Raja Goordass himself, but that any man in that 
Sllbs'!lu~nt situation, could be in any degree dangerous to the Company; 
.... pud.at.on h f h C d h b . oftb~appro- t e power 0 t e ompany an t e su servlency of the 
henslOu. Nawab being so established that it would be impossible to 

. shake it by any means, but, if possible to !Shake it at all, it 
~~~t: must be by long, progressive, acts. I urge this for showing 
ClIr mstaDl1e8 that, when he refused Yetteram-ud-Dowla, he refused him o aggrava. • 
tion. for reasons which he thought bad; because he states, when 

he refused Raja Goordass, all these to be futile; and, when 
he disobeyed the orders of the court of Directors in not 
appointing a person of the description they ordered, and 
when he gives those reasons which, I believe, I before stated, 
but which are in evidence,-that it was not :6.t to appoint 
him or any man on account of the danger-that he knew 
better, and that he knew. that the proper person was not a 
woman who had been originally a dancing girl and had been 
introduced into the Nawab's seraglio, but should be a person 
of acquired endowments, to 'discharge his duties in the educa
tion of the Nawab, to inspire him with sentiments suitable 
to the dignity of his birth, to instruct him in the prin
ciples of his religion, and to give him such instructions as 
were necessary for carrying on his government and for the 
business of the world. I have stated that he knew all these 
pretences to be false; always protesting that, if I had not 
proved these things, he is equally proved to be guilty, and 
that these are only qualifications of the malus animu, of his 
guilt and aggravations of his misdemeanour. 

Further" There is another circumstance which is a great aggrava
aggravation. tion in this case, and which is a great"proof of his guilt,-for 
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every concealment is an aggravation and every concealment 
is a proof. We have proved that there was at this time at 
the head of the household another woman, of a different 
description,-a woman who had been one of the wives ()f 
Mir Jaffier, but, without inquiring into all these anterior 
circumstances, a woman who had this advantage over 
Munny Begum;-an advantage which it is not necessary 
to argue, but which your Lordships will feel the moment it 
is mentioned, which would be felt in every country in the 
world, and, I am sure,· not felt less in this country than 
another,-which was, that this Munny Begum was the step-
mother to the Nawab, whereas Baboo Begum, who WIIS at 
the hend of the household, was his own mother. Mnnny 
Begum had been at the hend of the household as long as her 
Bon, Nujem-ud-Dowla, ha~ had the government. Upon the 
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death of N ujem-ud-Dowla, when it went to another son 71uNB 1790. 
whose mother was not living, she might, for what I know, -
continue-I believe it is in evidence that she did continue-
at the head of the household too; but, upon Mobaric-ud_ 
Dowla coming to have the government, that of the household 
naturally devolved upon the natural mother of Mobaric: 
nnd, when he was giving these employments to the successors 
of Mohammed Reza Khan, he did not at once appoint Munny 
Begum naib subahdar, as Mohammed Reza Khan had been, 
because it would have been a matter too shocking at once 
to all Indian opinions, as well as to common sense~ to appoint 
to the office ot' naib diwan a woman. He did not do that, 
but he did what was worse. In order to give her the whole 
power of the government, he put her at the head of the 
zanana, he put her at the head of the [court], he put 
her at the head of the household; and by so doing, did 
actually displace from that government Baboo Begum, the 
natural mother of Mobaric-ud-Dowla,-the natural person 
to occupy such office. He not only did this, but never men- His conceal-
. d h' b· d 't d . h d' all h mentorthe tlone IS aVlng one 1 ; an, notwlt stan mg t e claims or 

papers, notwithstanding all the evidence we have examined, ~~~ 
we have proved, as far as a negative can be proved, that in {f~~he 
no one letter, in no one information he ever gave the Com- ora. 

pany, did be ever mention the ex.istence of any such person 
as llaboo Begum. He never let them know that Mobaric
ud·Dowla had a natural mother then living, well knowing 
that, the moment the name of such a person appeared, the 
impropriety of the appointment of Munny Begum must 
appear too glaring in the face of the world, and could not 
stand without reprobation and comdemnation, even for a 
moment. 

My Lords, I have now done-except a short observation- ~pitula. 
with this part of the charge. I shall only recapitulate in a ~~:;'ge of 
minute what is necessary for understanding me more clearly t~o\:;,~ 
than, I om afraid, I have been able to express myself j and A;poi~t
that is this,-that we have proved substantively that he did mMentot 

• unny 
take 15,000/. which he ought not to have taken. We have Begum. 

proved substantively, too, that he appointed Munny Begum 
contrary to the orders of the Directors, and brought other 
circumstances to prove the maiullanimull with which he did 
this, and that he was conscious at the time of the mischiefs 
that woultJ, in some instances, ensue, and conscious of his 
guilt j which we prove by a variety of concealments and 
false accounts which I have stated to your Lordships. 
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7 lUBE 1700. Your Lordships will observe that I have not said one 
Pro~fof word to your Lordships upon the subject of the two lacs, 
~i~~ ~~. because although we have undoubtedly charged three lacs and 

a half, aU the positive proofs I have stated go to one L'1c and a 
ha,lf, and to one lac and a half only. . But it cannot escape 
your Lordships that all those additional circumstances which 
I have brought afterwards, in order to aggravate the taking 
one lac and a half, and in order to show his consciousness of 
guilt in so doing, as well as all the ciroumstances connected 
with N undcomar's accusation, and his demeanour upon that 
accusation-all tend, though not to prove by his admission, 
yet to prove substantially that the whole of Nundcomar's 
accusation was true, and that he did receive the two lacs as 
well as the one lac and a half, which we contend he has, by 

n.ea,.ons tor implication, admitted. But I have rested the less upon that 
r~'i!~~~ subject, because, though I do think it completely proved, as 
the proof. far as anything can be proved by a variety of strong pre-
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sump~ions, yet, as he has never directly or by implication 
admitted it, and as I do conceive that your Lordships know 
too much of the nature of criminal judicature to think that 
there can be any great difference in the degree of the enor
mity of the crime, whether he received one lac and a half or 
three and a half, I have laid the less stress upon this sub· 
ject. and mean ~to dismiss the first part of the accusation, 
conceiving myself to have completely proved the first part of 
the sixth Article, to have proved the guilt of the prisoner, 
and to have proved circumstances for aggravating to a great 
degree the guilt I have before proved. 

My Lords, I have now observed to your Lordships upon 
the whole, I believe, of the evidence whioh was submitted to 
your Lord~hips last year; always at the same time begging 
an indulgence for any omissions that I may have committed, 
and desiring it to be understood that, if there is any part of that 
evidence which appears to your Lordships material, you will 
not consider it less so, because, either for want of judgment 
or want of memory, I have omitted to state it and draw your 
Lordships' attention towards it. I now come to the evidence 
which has been laid before your Lordships during the present 
session of Parliament. 

The presents to which the evidence of this session goes, 
stand, in one view, in a different predicament from those which 
we have stated before. That difference is so obvious that I 
need hardly state it to your Lordships, as it principaiIy con~ 
sists in an Act of the 13th of the King, which was subS6-
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qucnt to the prcsents I have stated and anterior to those I ~:.JUNB 1790. 
am now about to state to your Lordships. That Act does 
directly, unequivocally and clearly, prohibit the accepting 
any gifts or presents, by himself or by his agents, to any 
lervant of the Company whatever. And I conceive that to 
be 80 clear that I IIhall use no argument upon the subject, in 
this place and at thi9 stage of the business; because the words 
convey that sense so clearly, upon the face of them, that any-
thing that I might say in support might rather take away 
from the effect than strengthen it. If it should be disputed 
hereafter by others, it will be for me to observe upon the 
construction of that Act. 

Though I know it to be a principle of law-and it is a The Act so 

wise principle, however harshly it may sound-ignorantia ~~n::rt;l;~t-
1rgi. non ,zcu.at, yet at the same time there is something iogs himself. 

in that principle, when carried to its utmost limits, that 
sounds 10 harsh to the ears of persons who do not hear it 
explained, that I am always sorry when I am forced to avail 
myself of it, and am happy in this case, when I can prove, 
not only that the Act has been so construed by the Directors, 
but also that it has been so construed by Mr. Hastings him-
lelf. And the Act was to be obeyed by their servants, in the 
lense in which it was construed by their masters; it being 
nhvaYI laid down as a point of law in this country, by the 
Aet of King William, that the servants of the Company are 
bound to obey their masters. 

The first evidence, therefore, that I shall take notice of to 
your Lordships is one that was given to you on the last day 
of your sitting, I mean on Wednesday last. The transac-
tion wns this :-there was, it seems, a custom in India that The nazr, or 

every inferior approaching a superior approached him with a. ::n~~~ an 
present. These small presents are called nazrs. When the 'his'I!ferior t? 
A f P I, d ' b' h ' supe·nor. ct 0 ar lament passe ,It was a dou t WIt some persons Doubt re-
-in my opinion a doubt very ill-founded-whether tImt Act 8Pectih:bI!gtithe 

I 'b' d h h 'th pro , , on 

Ero U lte t ese nazrs, toget er WI all presents of other of nazrs by 
, d 'd d h b h h the Act. 10 II, proVl e t ey were roug t to t e account of the 

Company. Fortunately upon this subject we have a deci-
slon; for, in the commencement of the goverBment which 
was made in consequence of the Act of Parliament, in the 
commencement of that governmen~ which consisted of Mr. 
Hastings, General Clavering, Colonel Monson, Mr, Barwell 
and Mr. Francis, when anew order of things arose in India, 
and when those three excellent men,-two of whom are no Enoomium 

d f h ' , , 'll d . . t al ou Gen. CI .... more, an one 0 w om, m my opmIon, WI el'lVe e ern vering, Col. 
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7 JUNE 1790. honour from his conduct in that country,-I mean when 
Mon-;;;, General Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, went 
~~·~:Ji~: to India, and when it pleased God not to inflict that greatest 

misfortune that could have fallen upon this country, if, by 
any accident, their arrival in that country had been defeated 
by any means whatever,-I say that, when they arrived in 
that country, for the blessing of this, and ultimately, I hope, 
fol' the happiness of that, and by their arrival Jed to every 
reformation that has been produced in India since, and to 
every chance that there is of governing that country with 
justice, and to the credit and honour of this, in future,
when they arrived in that country and when the new govern
ment began, their conduct was different upon the subject 
of these nazrs. 

Theinejec. General Clavering"Mr. Monson and Mr. Francis, thought 
~i~~r~.f it right to refuse them altogether and to except no nazrs 

whatever. Mr. Barwell considered them so trifling that he 
thought it would be rather ostentatious giving them up to 
the Company, and decided for taking them themselves. Mr. 

~r'!la.st- Hastings took a middle course; he says,-" I will receive 
In~ resor- h b fi If. I - h fi th vat-ion of t ese nazrs, ut not or myse. receIve t em or e 
t~~~,::"y~he Company." And he actually produced them, as is proved in 

evidence, sealed up in a bag, to be carried to the account of 
the Company, till they should have the further opinion of the 
Company upon the subject. 

O!<ierofthe This transaction being stated to the Company, the Direc
Po~~~~ tors were clearly of opinion that the majority, who had 
of naors. refused these nazI'S, had done l'ight) and directed that that 

should be the mode followed for the future. The more in
considerable these nazI's were, the stronger for my argu

oment, which goes for the purpose of establishing the sense 
of the Company with ree-ard to the proper construction of 
the Act of the 13th of the King. 

Interpretll- It appears by their conduct upon this occasion that they 
~~~l~:~~_ understood the Act as I understand it, as, I believe, the 
hibtsitlngpre- Legislature has always understood it, and as, I think, every 
."11 ,even d' d d d' on acconllt man of common rea mg no common un erstan mg must 
of the Com- d d . I h t h A . I hi' pany. un erstan It, name y, tat e ct IS not mere y a pro -

bition to the servants of the Company from taking money 
and keeping it to their own use, but a prohibition from 
taking money, however they may design to carry it after
wards to the account of the Company: and it is fortunate 
that the decision was in a case of very small sums, in a. case 
where the intent was clear,-where Mr. Hastings meant from 
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the very moment he received them-and he proved his 7 ~lTlIIB 1790. 

meaning clearly-to bring the sums to the acconnt of the -
Company. There the Company so far disapproved his con- So nnde ..... 

duct, that they approved of the conduct of the majority who ~~~he 
refused taking them at all: trom whence I take it to be 
clear and nnanswerable, that the opinion of the Company 
was that the Act peremptorily prohibited taking any sums 
privately, though the intent was afterwards to carry them to 
the account of the Company, and where there could be no 
suspicion of the servant of the Company having any intention 
whlltever to embezzle them. 

Having shown this to be the Company's o})inion, we can Si~~r 
also show it to be Mr. Hastings' opinion. In a letter to ~~'~.'H~: 
Colonel Champion, soon after the passing this Act, in the ings. 

c:ase of a donation intended to be given to the army by the 
\V azir, he l!peaks of several objections to that donation; but 
he 88.)'S,-

" Wbile we were eonaidering tbese objections, we thought of recurring 
to tbat Act and that Act cui us ahort. for npon reading that Act, we 
found the acceptance of this money to be absolutely impossible, illegal, 
on our parts ;". 

And he doubts, even in subsequent parts of that letter
which Jetter is before your Lordships-whether even the 
Company could legalise their taking that sum, and whether 
they must not have recourse to Parliament for the purpose, 
at a:lY time or in any way, of gaining that donation. It is Erpeciient 

true that in that letter, afterwards, he suggests a kind Of~tedbY 
expedient. The expedient he sugge:ts is this-" Let the 
money be taken j let it be given tQ the Company; let there 
be a record of what each man's share is; and then Jet the 
court of Directors decide, if the court can decide; or let them. 
apply to Parliament to give that money to you, or to whom 
they shall think fit to give it." 

I w~h your Lordships to keep in mind, during these trans- DilYereneeof 

ct• h d'1r I' f d h . conduct a Ions, w at a very lUerent me 0 con uct e gave 10 afterwards 

advice to Colonel Champion from that which he pursued him- ~UedbY 
self. If he had advised Colonel Champion to act as I am 
about to prove he acted himself in subsequent times. he 
would have said,_cc take all this money; conceal the receipt 
of it; take bonds or what you please for it; inform the 

• The substance or this extract is contained in the letter or Mr. Hastings to 
CoL Cbampion ; dated 31st Angust, 1774.-Printed in the .. Minutes of the 
ETideoee," p. 970-

VOL. IL X 
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7 J'C'~1790. Company of it at your leisure, and let them decide upon 
whether it is your property or theirs." In my opinion, he 
gave that gentleman much better advice than he ever after
wards followed himself. He gave him advice that his whole 
conduct ought to be public, and, if he had any hope of 
getting it for the army, the way was, by at once deposit
ing the whole money in the Company's treasury, and 
afterwards having the opinion of the Company, whom he 
seems to think hardly sufficient for the purpose, or to 
bave the opinion of Parliament, upon the proper ditltribu
tion of it. 

Senseotthe I have stated to your Lordships the principal grounds 
Act. upon which I think it is perfectly clear that the Act of Par

liament did that which it undoubtedly professes upon the 
face of it to do,-peremptorily to prohibit all presents and 
all private receipts of money whatever; and I have proved 
that to be the sense, not only of Mr. Hastings, which is not 
in my opinion so material, but that it was the sense of the 
Company, whose sense he was bound to obey and to pay 
respect to. 

Doc~menMts The next thing I have to do, is to point out to your Lord
provmg r. h" h d h" h "II h h H8Btings, SipS t ose ocuments w IC WI prove to you t at sue 
~J:,~:' presents, in point of fact, he did accept. I will state the 
sents. presents we charge and the documents by which they are 

Three lacs 
received 
from Nob
kissin. in 
1783. 

proved, rather in order of the charge than in order in which 
they will come by and by. 

We charge that he took a present of three lacs from N ob
kissin, in the year 17~3; which is completely proved by his 
letter .from the Ganges, of the 21st of February, 1784, in 
which he expressly says that he received that present. We 

=e':na- then prove that he accepted three presents for which he 
§'pg:;>ant took bonds; two, of one lac 16,000 [rupees] each from 
w~\che~e or Dinagepore, and one from Nuddea, of one lac 74,000 
took bonds. [rupees]. These presents are part of the 200,000/. charged 

in the Article; and we contend that we have proved these 
presents by the letters and documents attending them, trans
mitted by Mr. Hastin~s-his letters of the 22d of Mny and 
16th of Dellember, 1782, and Mr. Larkins' letter of the 5th 
of August, 1786, and by his manuscript Defence at the bar 
of the House of Commons. I do not trouble your Lordships 
at this perioLl to refer you particularly to those papers. You 
will give me credit for asserting that in those papers these 
presents are completely proved by his direct avowal and 
admission of having accepted them. 
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Then, we prove a present of two lacs from Sadanund ; and 7 lun1790. 

this we prove from :Mr. Larkins' letter of the 5th of August, TwoJ:.. 
1786. and from Mr. Hastings'Defence at the bar of the ~~~ada. 
House of Commons. 

We also prove a sum, received from Kelleram, of two Presents 

lacs 21,000 rupees, and also a present received from N und- f:.~ K:!'d 
ulul of 58,000 rupees, by Mr. Larkins' letter of the year Nundulul. 

1786, by Mr. Hastings' letter of the 22nd of May, his 
Defence before the House of Commons, and his admission, 
indeed his Defence, before your Lordships. 

And we prove a present of ten lacs of rupees from the Present 

Wazir, by his letter of the 20th of January, 1782, and his W'~~e 
Defence in the House of Commons, and by Mr. Larkins' 
letter. 

My Lords, I beg leave to state to your Lordships that, Adm~ion 
from those documents to which I have alluded, the receipt ggr.:~~!st. 
of all these presents is completely proved, by that most com- rugs. 
plete of all proofs-the admission of the person to whose 
charge it it! laid. It is completely proved by Mr. Hastings 
that he received all these sums I have stated; and, if I were 
to sit down at this moment and were not to offer a tittle of 
further" proof upon this subject, I conceive that I have a 
complete right to insist upon your LO!-"dships finding Mr. 
Hastingt! guilty of a misdemeanour, for having received 
presents contrary to the sense of the Act, contrary to the 
interpretation of the Act by the Directors, and contrary to 
his own sense of the just interpretation of that Act. 

But, my Lords, in this instance I shall do as I did in the The pre

foregoing instance, I shall take the liberty of making some ~~~lycor
observations to your Lordships, in order to show you that taken. 

thelle presents were not merely received in disobedience to 
the Act of Parliament, that they were not merely criminal 
in the way in which I have hitherto stated them to be 
criminal, but that they were corruptly taken, in the literal 
sense of the word-corrupt, and that they were taken in 
such a manner as clearly to prove to your Lordships the 
corrupt design he had in taking them. And, as a medium of 
such proof, I shall principally rely-thouO"h upon other cir- Proof in his 

cums1ances also-upon the various accou"nts given of these :::':';::~ls. 
presents by him, so contradictory in some instances, so 
vague in others, so tending to deceive almost in all, as 
could not be the account of a man who felt clear in his 
conscience, and who thought he had done no wrong by dis-
.beying the law. " 

x2 



324 Summing of Evidence on the 6th, 7th and 14th, Charges: 

7 Jl1NE1790. My Lords, the first document to which I think it necessary 
1IIr. Hast. for your Lordships to adveri is the letter from Patna of the 
}~l:'!::' 20th of January, and which I will read to your Lordships at 
i~~~nnary. length. 

.. Patna, 20th J anury, 1782 • 
.. Honourable Sirs, while the Nabob Vizier was at Chunar, an offer 

of a very considerable sum of money" was made to me, both on his part 
and on that of his ministers, as it. present. I accepted it without hesi
tamon and gladly, being entirely destitute both of means and credit, 
whether for your service or the relief of my own necessities. This donation 
was not made in specie but in bills, which have been in part only and 
tardily realized, being dra",n on the house of Gopaul Doss, who was at 
the time a prisoner in the hands of Cheit Sing. The remainder is in 
course of payment, and I make no doubt of its being paid. What I 
have received has been laid out in the public service; the rest shall be 
applied to the same account. The nominal sum is ten lacs of rupees of 
the currency of Oude. As soon as the whole is completed I will transmit 
to you a faithful account of it, resigning the dispo~al of it entirely to 
the pleasure of your "honorable court. If you shall adjudge the deposit 
to me I shall consider it as the most honorable approbation and reward 
of my labours, and I wish to owe my fortune to your bounty. 

" I am now in the fiftieth year of my life. I have passed thirty.one 
years in the service of the Company, and the greatest part of that time 
in employments of the highest trust. My conscience allows me boldly 
to claim the merit of zeal and integrity; nor has fortune been unpro
pitious to their exertions. To these qualities I bound my pretensions. 
I shall not repine if you shall deem otherwise of my services; nor 
ought your decision, however it may disappoint my hope of a retreat 
adequate to the consequence and elevation of the office which I now 
possess, to lessen my gratitude for having been so long" permitted to 
hold it, since it has, at least, enabled me to lay up a provision with 
which I can be contented in a more humble station." • 

Conveys in· My Lords, you will observe that this letter of Mr. Hast-
telligence of • • I' n' . h h' the present mgs purports to glve ear y mte Igence Wit respect to t IS 

~!';i:~e present which he has received from the Wazir, part of which, 
he says, he has appropriated to the Company's service, but 
which, in effect, he desires the Company to give to him. 

StatCl11l'nt The first thinlY' that will strike your Lordships upon this 
that the pl'e'I 'f h'" d' ". h " h' 'd"' b f' sentw~s etter, 1 you ave compare It Wit t e eVl ~I?-ce e ore you, 
t~~;~I~~ is a very singular circumstance in it, which ~ndoubtedly is 
th",!wholly literally true, but, if ever there was a literal truth which 
reahzcd. conveyed a substantial falsehood, it is that to which I allude. 

He says,-" This donation was not made in specie but in 
bills, which have been In part only and tardily realised."
This letter is dated the 30th of January; this letter did 

The tester not leave India till the month of February; and we have 
E:;~ ~td. proved, that before the 20th of January, out of ten lacs, nine 

• Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1112. 
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lacs and 60,000 rupees had been actually paid npon this pre- 'I 11l'll'J!1~90. 
sent. Now, undoubtedly, J cannot contend with the defendant -
that ninety-six ia not a part of a hundred; but I do not 
believe that any man. meaning to gi,'e a fair account of any 
transaction, e,oer stated it as an argument why a present 
should be given to him, that it was a matter of uncertain 
value, as if it was a. doubt whether it would be realised 
because it was tardily realised. when it was realised in the 
proportion of ninety. six out of a hundred. 

There are also. with regard to this letter, some circum-
stances upon which it may be worth while to observe. This~· r 
letter was written, according to its date. at Patna. January ~=! 
the 20th. It left Calcutta in February. It was not trans- ~~~~uhe 
witted to the court of Directors by the usual channel, but ~!j~~tto 
through his agent, Major Scott. Upon that, there did sug-
gest itself to many persons some doubt whether Major 
Scott might not have had conditional directions to give it 
or not, according as he should find the situation of things 
in England propitious or unpropitious to Mr. Hastings. 
Undoubtedly, however, Major Scott has sworn, and we must 
believe it, that he had no conditional orders upon that sub- Nor sent so 

ject. But I make use of this argument to show that the ;~?o'}" the 
letter was not 8ent away so soon as the 20th of January.lanuary. 
The probable reason of its being sent in that unusual and 
irregular way was, that it was sent after the despatches of 
the Company were made up, which were not made up till 
considerably subsequent to this date,-till after Mr. Hastings' 
arrival at Calcutta, which was, I believe, in February, In 
his letter, which we shall hereafter refer to, of May, 1782, he 
says he had already informed the Company of this letter by 
duplic:lte, and then encloses a triplicate. 

'Ve ha,oe had some examination, on a former day and on Assertion of 

hisd h h d I, f h' I . d adupli ..... te t ay, w et er any up lcate 0 t IS etter was ever receive ; being &cut. 

and, I think, we have informed your Lordships that no dupli-
cate ever was received, except from Mr. Hastings' assertion. 
I do not mcan to lay much stress on that circumstance, but 
it is a singular circumstance that that duplicate net"er should N,!n!J.,

arrive; and, if there could be any suspicion that there was eel" 

some reason for sending this letter through the hands of 
Major Scott rather than in the usual channel, that slll:'l>icion 
must be increased, when it appears there was no other copy 
of the letter sent by any other channel. 

This letter having been read, I should like to state some 
'Circumst:\DcC! relative to it, though they belong, undoubtedly, 
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7 Jt'"1IEU90. to other letters. I ·wish your Lordships also to advert to 
the letter which has been read to you for another purpose, 

Statement 
of promise 
to give an 
account. 

and that you will consider it separately from the other 
paper; and I question very much whether your Lordships 
will find therein It thing which has been stated to be therein 
frequently, but which I never could find,-I mean a pro
mise of giving an accouilt to the Company of all the moneys 
h~ had received privately. I do see a promise distinctly that 
he will give an account of the money paid by the 'Vazir, 
whenever the payment of that has been completed; but I 
do not see anything which can be construed by inference to 
imply, either by the spirit 'or letter, a promise to give the 
Company an account of any other sums which he has received 
privately, or, indeed, to allude to any such sums in reality. 
Speaking of this letter, he says-as distinguishing from the 
other presents,-

" But when fortune threw a sum in my way of a magnitude [which 
could not be concealed, and. the peculiar delicacy of my situation at the 
time in which I received it, made me more circumspect of appearances, 
I chose to apprise my employers of it, which I did hastily and generally: 
hastily, perhaps, to prevent the vigilance and activity of secret calumny; 
and generally, because I knew not the exact amount of the sum of 
which I was in the receipt, but not in the full possession. I promised 
to acquaint them with the result so soon as I should be in possession of 
it; and, in the performance of my promise, I thought it consistent with 
it to add to the account all the former appropriations of the same kind ; 
my good genius then suggesting to me, with a spirit of caution which 
might have spared me the trouble of this apology, had I universally 
attended to it, that if I had suppressed them, and they were afterwards 
known, I might be asked what were my motives for withholding part 
of these receipts from the knowledge of the court of Directors,] and 
informing them of the rest." * 

Communi- He states that he acquainted the court of Directors with 
cation to the h' . h h '} t I "I' h Director.to tiS-US e says-" astl y, to preven en umny. WIS 

~f,~;:::,~. your Lordships would RUend to that opinion of his upon this 
letter, in order to see whether he has in general pursued the 
mode of avoiding calumny, and whether he has thought it in 
general requisite hastily to give an account of any money 

Apologyfor whi.ch he has received. As for the other part for which he 
the account I' h h . I h' b being apo oglses, t at t e account IS genera, t at IS true; ut 
genern!. perhaps it is lei>s applicable to this account than any other, 

as it contains more particulars than most of them; and there 
is this particular circumstance attending it,-that, though he 

• Extract from letter of!IIr. Hastings to the chairman of the ('ourt ofDirec .. 
tors, dated Cheltenham, 11th July, 1785.-Printed in the .. Minutes of the 
Evidence," p. 1151. 
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states it to have been received for the benefit of the Coin- '1 JUNE 1790. 

pany, he fairly confesses that the ultimate destination of it 
IS to himself, and requests them to adjudge it to him. 

'Ve have in full proof before your Lordships that,at the .~he.Nawab 
tim of the treaty of Chunar,-at the time when this pre- ~~ ~~e 
sent was made,-the N awab was in circumstances of distress, ~ ~he pre
which Mr. Hastings has stated in strong terms. This was in n. 
evidence to your Lordships upon the second charge of this 
impeachment. And is it possible, and can it be conceived, 
that he who tak!,11 I) sum of ten lacs from a prince actually in 
the greatest distress possible,-a distress which he conceives 
to be sufficient to justify him in plundering his nearest rela
tions,-a distress which he conceives to be sufficient to 
justify the resumption of all the jagirs he had ever granted, His-1'&; 

and the plundering of all the treasures of the zanana of his :~::'~~ g 
mother,-could Mr_ Hastings innocently-could he, without :r1:t l~ 
a guilt which requires no aggravation whatever, take a. pre- 1 cu es. 

sent of 100,000/. from a person 80 distressed, not for the 
Company's benefit but for his own benefit, intended for his Mr. Hast

own benefit by himself, for he does expressly desire that the ~~f~:~
deposit may be adjudged to him 1 Then the plundering of~taining 
the Begums I the resumption of the jagirs! aU the diffi- e present. 
culties in which the Nawab was placed, all the dangerous 
experiments to which he was reduced! If the Company 
had done 88 Mr. Hastings desires and adjudged the deposit 
to him, as far as 100,000l. went, all these enormities would 
be committed, not to fill the treasury of the Company, but 
to fill the pocket of the defendant; and then it would have 
appeared clear, if the Company had granted it him,-which, 
undoubtedly, is clear for the purpose of crimination at this 
moment,-that all those violences which are stated in the 
second charge were all for the benefit of the criminal at 
your bar; that all the enormities proceeding from those 
violences, and those acts which were settled at the treaty of 
Chunar, were, as far as 100,OOOl. goes, for the purpose of 
enriching an individual, and not for discharginO' the debts of 
the Nawah due to the Company. .. 

I stated this present first, partly on account of its magni
tude, and partly on account of its dissimilitude in many other 
re8pects from the others: it will be impossible for me to 
avoid alluding to it in the detail of the other presents. I ~tt: of 
will now read to your Lordships the first letter which ings o:'ti.e 
Mr. Hastings ever wrote upon the subject of these sorts'of;~~j;:'Of 
presents and of this species of resource. There is much in N~!:'i=~ 
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'7 1~1'790. the letter which is not to the immediate subject, and that I 
shall skip in reading it. I hope your Lordships will give me 
credit that I do not omit anything which would be material 
in any way to invalidate what I state:-

*" Fort William, 29th November, 1780. 
His offer of "Honorable Sirs,-You will be informed by our consultation of the 
~loanJ"the 16th of June, of a very unusual tender which was made by me to the 

oune • Board, on that day, for the purpose of indemnifying the Company for 
the extraordinary expence which might be incurred by supplying the 
detachment under the command of Major Camac in the invasion of the 
Mahra.tt& dominions, which lay beyond the district of Gohud." 

Then there comes something political; upon that subject 
he says--

"The subject is now become obsolete, and all the fair hopes which I 
had built ul'on the prosecution of the Mahra.tta war,-of its termi
nation in a speedy, honorable, and advantageous peace, have been 
blasted,"--and so on.-" My present reason for reverting to my own 
conduct on the occasion which I have mentioned, is to obviate the false 
conclusions or purposed misrepresentations which may be made of it, 
either as an artifice of ostentation or as the effect of corrupt influence, by 
assuring you that the money, by whatever means it came into your pos
session, was not my own; that I had, myself, no right to it; nor 
would nor could have received it, but for the occasion which prompted 
me to avail myself of the accidental means, which were at that instant 
afforded me, of accepting and converting it to the property and use of 
the Company. And with this brief apology I shall dismiss tl:e subject." 

I mention this by the way, as a particular instance of 
that perverse, or rather inverted, mode of reasoning in which 
the defendant has differed, I believe, from any other person 
who ever wrote or who ever reasoned upon similar subjects. 

:f!:is inten- "My present reason for reverting to my own conduct on 
bon to h - h . b' h £'-'-obviate mis- t e occasion w ich I have mentioned, IS to 0 vlate t e aLSe 
represent... I' d . . h' h b tions. cone uSlons or purpose mIsrepresentatIOns w IC may e 

made of it, either as an artifice of ostentation or as the effect 
of. corrupt influence!" How was he to obviate this? I 
should conceive the only means of obviating this would have 
been by maintaining that it was not ostentatious but was 
true; that it was not the effect of a corrupt present but 
that it was his own money; but he thinks he obviates aU 
these "false conclusions and purposed misrepresentations," 

~~rli:'~on by as~uringh !hem tha: the money
h
,. by whatehverhmheands it 

mone;r was came mto t elr posseSSIon, was not IS own; t at e a no 
not his own. right to it, nor would nor could have receh'ed it, but for 

the occasion which prompted him to avail himself of the 

• The letter is printed in the " Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1103. 



Sptech uf !tIr. Foz. 329 

accidental means, which were at that instant afforded him,7 Jumnm 
of acceptinu and converting it to the property and use of the 
Company. 1:> .. And," he sayt', "with this brief apology I 
eball dismiss the subject." 

Mr. Hastin~, upon a douht whether a sum of money 
should be appropriated to a particular service, states to the 
Board, as he says, not ostentatiously at all-" if the expense 
deters you, then I will defray it out of my own pocket." 
How does he intend to defray it? By money which he 
receives corruptly, contrary to the Act of Parliament. It 
then occurs to him that this may be misrepresented against 
him. How? lIe says, it may" he stated as "an artifice of Disclaims 

ostentation. " I t was an artifice of ostentation; for if I oo;tentation. 

know what can be described to be an artifice of ostentation, 
it is to pretend to do that generously, magnanimously and 
liberally, out of my own pocket, which I do out of the 
pockets of others, and which contains no magnanimity, 
generosity or liberality, at all. 

.. To obviate the false conclusions or purposed misrepre
sentations whicll way be made of it, either as an artifice of 
ostentation or as the effect of corrupt influence. I now tell 
you, td guard ag!l.inst these corrupt mispresentations,"-
what ?-" that both these are true representations; that it 
was an artifice of ostentation and corruption; for it is money 
I have received and which I have no right to, for it is your 
mOIleyand not mine I" By this he completely avows the Avowal of 

f h• d· h D· acceptance acceptance 0 t IS present, an states It to t e Irectors, as orthe pre-

he says, for the purpose of repelling misrepresentations which sent. 
Are thereby proved to be true representations; and, for dis
claiming all ostentation. he makes this pompous declaration, 
which is the greatest ostentation that any man ever was 
guilty ot 

.. Something or affinity to this anecdote may appear in the first aspect His!'ete
or another transaction, which I shall proceed to relate, and of which it is ren: to 
more particularly my duty to inform you." ~tion. 

I heg to pause here for a moment. What does he mean 
by u something of affinity to this anecdote may appear"? Is 
it not, in the common sense of the word, thus to be construed? 
-" I now proceed to a transaction in which, in some cir
cumstanccs, you may see an affinity to this, but which is in 
reality unlike it." Is not that the fair meaning and the fair 
interpretation of these words? I will take that for a moment 
to be the interpretation of these words; I will afterwards go 
into the supposition of their bearing another interpretation. 

• 
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'I JUlflI1790. This interpretation of the words is justified by the sub-
- sequent part of the letter-" something of affinity to this 

anecdote may appear in. the first aspect of another trans
action, which I shall proceed to relate, and of which it is 
more immediately my duty to inform you," Then he 
mentions that he has been very desirous of giving some 

AssistancA assistance to Moodagi Boosla and Chimnagi Boosla; he states 
to the mini, h ' h' h M d 'B I h db f d 'h b stor of Be· t e service w IC 00 agl oos a a een 0 an mIg t e 
""r. of to the Company, and that it might be fit to give him some 

Three IMs 
"iven to the 
Raja of Be
rar's mini
ster. 

succour. He says,-
,t We had neither money to spare, nor, i~ the apparent state of that 

government in its relation to ours; would it have been either prudent or 
consistent with our public credit to have afforded it. It was, never
theless, my decided opinion that 1I0me aid should be given, not less as a 
necessary relief than as an indication of confidence and a return for the 
many instances of substantial kindness which we had, within the course 
of the last two years, experienced hom the government of Berar. I had 
an assurance that such a proposal would receive the acquiescence of the 
Board; but I knew that it would not pass without opposition, and it 
would have become public, which might have defeated its purpose. 
Convinced of the necessity of the expedient, and assured of the sincerity 
of the government of Berar hom evidences of stronger proof to me than 
I could make them appear to the other members of the Board, I resolved 
to adopt it and take the entire responsibility of it upon myself. In this 
mode a less considerable sum would suffice. I accordingly caused three 
lacks of rupees to be delivered to the minister of the Rajah of Bernr, 
resident in Calcutta." 

This, he says, may bear some affinity to the money which 
he offered on his own account in the summer. He says that 
he ordered three lacs of rupees to be given :-

Two thirds " Two thirds of this sum I have raised by m,. own credit, and shall 
raised by,his charge it in my official accounts; the other third I have supplied from 
own credit. the cash in mT hands belonging to the Honourable Company. I have 

given due notice to Moodajee Boosla of this transaction." 

Comparison Now, you will please to observe the statement of the first 
~i.J:~;:'!~~fs. and the statement of this second, which" bears an affinity" 

to it, In the first he states,-" I did receive monev which 
was not my own, I pretended that it was my own, 'but beg 
you will not consider that as an artifice of ostentation, for it 
was not my own, and I will some time or other pay it you." 

Silence as to Observe, he does not tell the Company from whom he 
whom the . , d' th d f h' .,' , . sumwa., reCeIVe It, e ate 0 IS reCeIVIng It, nor any CIrcumstance 
~~~ed that will give them a means of checking the truth of his 
Stat.ement assertion. "Now," he says, "here is a circumstance that 
~!ct~~d bears some affinity to it: I gave. three lacs upon another 
transaction. service; but, though it bears an affinity, yet there is a 

• 
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substantial difference; for, of this, two thirds were raised 'T 111!iB17~ 
upon my own credit, and one third was cash of the Com-
pany's in my hands. Now, if there can be any sense to be 
drawn from these words, and if you can allow anything to be 
inferred from the contents of my letter, and from the differ-
ent parta of it compared together, you must infer from this 
that this money W:ll! yours, though I pretended it was mine. 
Something of affinity may appear in another transaction, 
which I therefore will give you an account of; that is to say; 
I will tell you of the other transaction, that that, in point 
of fact, was my own money: and I do it because there was 
an apparent affinity; for, if I had not explained this to you, 
and you had heard I supplied Colonel Camac with a sum of 
money, and it turned out not to be my own but yours, when 
I sent a Bum to Chimnagi Boosla you would think it also 
your money and not my own; therefore I tell you that these 
two thirds I raised upon my own credit, andpne third only 
was yours." 

N ow, before we go into other bUl'iness, it will be material Stateof the 

to state the event of these two sums of money, the greater ~t~ 
of which he states to be his own, and the smaller belonging to sum •• 
the Company; because, acquainted as your Lordships all are 
with the character and conduct of Mr. Hastings,-acquainted 
with all the various eccentricities belonging to it,-I believe 
you will think that the end of this business is more extra
ordiilary, more whimsical and fanciful, if I may be allowed 
to use such an expression upon such an occasion, than, pos-
sibly, any persons can conceive who have not heard the precise 
evidence. He says,--" two thirds are my own, one third is Confession 

the Company's." What do you think is the present state orr!:~i!ast. 
these two sums 1 The present state is, that Mr. Hastings ~~~ 
h.1S confessed that these two thirds, which he said were ~~ng~ to 
raised upon his credit, are not his but the Company's, and p .. ~y,a~d. 
accordingly he paid them to the Company; and that the ~~3~~ 
one third, that he said was the Company's, was his own, and himself. 

he took a bond from the Company for it. That is the 
precise state of the case which we have proved upon this 
occasion, and of which I shall point out the proof. 

Of these sums and of tlJese notes we find no other 
mention till his letter of May 1782; upon which, and upon Hisletterot 
the date of which, it is necessary for me to make one or two May, 1782. 

observations. Mr. Hastings, in January, 1782, had stated 
his present from the 'Vazir, of which he promised, when 
completed, to give a more detailed account. By Mr. 
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71un1790. Larkins' letter of the 5th of August 1786, it appears that 
Om~ion of this promise, which Mr. Hastings had given, of explaining 
~~~~e- more particularly this 100,0001., had entirely escaped his 
~!~tg the memory. There is something in Mr. Hastings, upon all 
W~ the subjects of money, so peculiarly magnificent, that I am never 

IWI'. surprised at anything escaping his memory upon that subject. 
But the most remarkable part of this transaction, when you 
compare his letters, is that, even supposing it to be his 
object never to state one article right, never to give two 
accounts alike, one may be rather surprised at the exactness 
of his memory upon the subject. Rut Mr. Larkins says
page 1153 of the printed Minutes,-

M.~;l..ar'dns' .. Mr. Hastings returned from Benares to Calcutta on the 5th ot 
en ence. February, 1782. At that time I was wholly ignorant of the letter which, 

on the 20th January, he wrote from Patna to the secret committee of the 
honorable court of Directors. The rough draft ot this letter, in the 
handwriting of Major Palmer, is DOW in my possession. Soon after his 
a.rrival at the Presidency, he requested me to form the account of his 
receipts and disbursements, which you will find journalized in the 280th 
and 307th pages of the Honourable Company's general books, of 
the year 1781-2. My official situation as accountant-general had 
previously convinced me that Mr. Hastings could not have made the 
Issues, which were acknowledged as received from him by the accounts 
of some of the paymasters, to the army, unless he had obtained some 
such supply as that which he afterwards,-yiz., on the 22d May, 1782, 
made known to me; when I immediately suggested to him the 
necessity of his transmitting that account which accompanied his letter 
of that aate; till when, the promise contained in his letter of the 20th 
January had entirely escaped his recollection." * 

Mr. Larkins immediately suggested to him that it would 
have been as well if he had sent the account which he had 
promised: and Mr. Larkins does not use such an expression 
himself, but Mr. Hastings, somewhere else, says-that his 
good genius suggested to him to accompany that promise 
with something else which was part of the spirit of it,-that 
is, he says, to give an account of all the other sums of 
money which he had ever receiveJ on his own account, and 
which he had afterwards made over to the public. In his 
letter of the 22d of May 1782, he states the datcs of the 
bonds. 

It has appeared in evidence before your Lordships that, in 
the interim between the letter which I read, of November, 
and the letter which I have been now stating to your Lord
ships, this had happened,-that Mr. Hastings stated to the 

• Extract ofletter of Mr. Larkins to tbe chairman of the .court of Directors, 
dated 5th August, 1786.-Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1153. 
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Board that he had given the Company such sums of money, Ul7lI1I1790. 

and desired bonds for them. Two of those bonds are de- Bond;de
scribed here, one for one lac 16,000 [rupees}, the other for one ~~~~he 
lac 16,000 [rupees 1, and the numbers here described are 1570 ~~~:~~m 
and 1539. There was another number,89, for, I believe, . 
one lac or thereabouts, which M.r. Larkins tells you, in his 
letter afterwards, has been completely liquidated,-paid to 
Mr. Hastings and his agents; and for which Mr. Hastings 
hss,never accounted to the Company • 

. 'Vith regard to these two bonds, they certainly tally; 
and, as they. are stated to be so in !.Ir. Larkins' letter, I 
suppose and bel,ieve them to be these two sums, amounting 
to two lacs, which he says he borrowed upon his own credit. 
He now took b:oiJ.ds for them of the Company, which bonds ~:'~~~ 
he cancelled, and upon the cancelling of which I shall have celled. 

something to say, by and by. 
The third, which he confessed was originally the Company's 

money; and-Jor: which he took a bond, number 89, he makes 
no mention oCin any letter, nor do we ever hear of it again 
but in Mr.'Larkinlletter of the 6th August, 1786, hi. which 
he says distinctly that that bond, No. 89, was completely The third 
liquidated in the terms of that loan, and liquidated to t~liqui. 
Mr. Hutings. Therefore I have completely shown to your 
Lord'lhips the documents from which you can understand 
that which I stated to be so whimsical an end of this 
business. After saying that the two sums for which he 
took bonds were his own property and the third theirs, it 
has ended that the two which he declared to be his own 
property were their!!, and his paying them those two; and 
never giving any account of the third which he confessed to 
belong to them. 

'Vith-regard to this letter of 1782, in which this account Tbe letter ot 

of these bonds came, it is liable to many observations. :'1Yd!~: 
First, as to the date of this letter. It was written in May :!"~~~ ~if 
17~2; it did not leave Calcutta till the 16th of Docember December• 

of the snme year. Mr. Hastings thinks the date is liable to 
so many objections, that Mr. Larkins makes an affidavit, by Afliw.vit.of 

which he states that the letter was written at the time at Mr.LarklDS. 

which it purports to be written, and that it has been un-
opened ever since. I cannot help observing upon this 
affidavit and upon the probability of its being the truth. 
'Vhy does Mr. Hastings care whether his letter was written ~otiveot 
on the 22d or May, or on the 16th of' December? The reason in~ fa';'£. 
he gives is this-because he was afraid lest these discoveries :i:l!it 
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1 JUlIB 1790. should be supposed to be in consequence of what happened 
liev;.IitwlIB in Great Britain at that time. There certainly did happen 
=~~do~f material events in Great Britain at the time he speaks of. 
May. There were changes in' administration, and a variety of 
::~J~~~~: a circumstances which mig?t le~ Mr: H~sti~gs to .think that 
ye.tj~tiou there, would be a more mmute lDvestlgatlon mto hIS conduct. 
mto hi. con- H' . thO . . h h . h' duct. IS statmg IS Circumstance mt e way estates It,- IS 

stating the fears lest it should be supposed that his letter 
was writt()n in consequence of that change,-is such a 
tribute of applause to the administration which his Majesty 
took to his government in the spring of 1782, that it would 
be very unfit for me, who formed a part of that adminis
tration, to make any comment upon it, but this,-namely, 
that Mr. Hastings thinks it very important for his honour 
that it should be understood that he had written all this 
disavowal before he had any notice ·of the change in ad
ministration which .. happened in England at that period. 
How does he support all this? Larkins swears that this 
letter was written on the 22d of May, 1782. The ship 
by whicn it . was to come, it seems, did not sail; but it 
i~ proved completely by Larkins that there was another 
ship, called the . Resolution, which did sail with des
patches and -was actually put back, and that the letter 
might have gone by her. If Mr. Hastings thought it 
material that an account of his conduct should have come 
speedily, he might have taken the advantage of sending by 
that ship. 

Letter of 
the 16th 
December, 
1782. 

Hut it may be said that Mr. Hastings, not knowing of 
these changes in Great Britain, and knowing of the resolu
tion of the House of Commons against him which passed in 
the spring of 1782, did not see at that time any urgency for 
sending this letter. But he did see the urgency, because, 
respecting a letter from Patna three months prior, he says,
" I wrote that letter hastily, for fear of calumny." There
fore that fear of calumny, which impelled Mr. Hastings to 
give that hasty account of the bribe from the Wazir, ought 
to have operated to have induced him, not only to write the 
letter of the 22nd May, which his good genius Larkins sug-
gested to him, but to send it at the time it was written, and 
not at a subsequent period. However, he sends this letter on 
the 16th of December, accompanied with another of the true 
date, the 16th of December; and in that letter he states these 

Mention of bonds in the way I have mentioned, making: no mention of the abonddif- ~ 
ferent fI.'om third, but introducing into its room another bond of one lac 
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74,000 rupees, which does not tally with the sum which he 7 ;ru~'9Q. 
stated to be of the Company's in his hands, and which does the third 

11 . h h h·· h bond. not ta y Wit any ot er account upon t e occaslOn, nor WIt 
the bond which he took in January, nor with the number, 
being J ,300 and odd, instead of ~oo and odd, and being for 
the sum of one lac 74,000 rupees, instead of for one lac. 

With respect to the dates of these letters, there are some Dates of the 
other very peculiar facts, which are very well worth your letters. 

Lorwhips' consideration. This letter is written, as Mr. 
Larkins swears and as Mr. Hastings says, on the 22d of 
May. 1782. It does not leave Calcutta till the 16th of 
December; but its contents are worth attention. The letter 
he sends contains this,-

" An account of mms received by the Honourable Company, OJ' paid 
to the treasury by their order. The following 8ums were }laid into the 
treasury, and bonds granted for the same in the name of the Governor 
General. in whose possession the bonds remain, with a declaration upon 
each, indorsed and signed by him, that he has no claim upon the Com
panT for the amount either of principal or interest, no part of the latter 
haVIng been received." . 

So that you are to understand that this account, which Indorse
was made up on the 22d of May, 1782, contains this :::'~'!fs~f the 

sentence-namely, that these bonds are indorsed in the 
manlier which I have stated them to be indorsed. If the 
thing had remained there, it might be exceedingly difficult 
for us to prove to any certainty whether these bonds were 
indorsed at the time he states them or not; but, fortunately 
for us and fortunately for this cause, the bonds are now in 
evidence before your Lordships; and it will be material for 
your Lordships, in this part of the business, to consider all 
that Mr. Hastings has said upon the subject of the bonds. 

First of all, he takes bonds--upon what ground of pro
priety I cannot conceive- for money that was not his own. 
He keeps these bonds for a considerable time, according to 
his confession, as his property. He exercises various acts of 
ownership concerning them, though nothing can be a stronger 
act of ownership than taking the bonds themselves. How
ever, speaking of this in his letter from Cheltenham, he 
says,-

.. It being my wish to clear up every doubt upon this transaction, 
which either my own mind could suggest or which may have been sug
gested by others, I beg leave to suppose another question· and to state 
the terms of it in my reply, by informing you that the indorsement on 
the bonds was made about the period of my leaving the Presidency, 
in the middle of the year ]781, i~ order to guard againat their becoming 
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7 JUg 1790. a claim on the Company, as part of my estate, in the event of my death 
- occurring in the course of the service on which I was then entering." 

:~~ :::the Here Mr. Hastings declares positively that these bonds 
:!o:e~:nt were indorsed in the course of the summer of 1781 ; and he 
in ther.um- does not speak of it as a kind of date which any man may 
mcro 1781. fi t A I h h' . h .. orge . man may say,-" t oug t It was In t e summer, 

when it was in the winter, and-" I thought it was in J 781," 
when it was in 1782; and much greater mistakes happen in 
Mr. Hastings' accounts. But he says,-" It was in the 
summer of 1781, and I indorsed them in the summer of 
1781, upon this ground, because I was going to Benares 
upon, what I thought, a service of some danger ; and, there
fore, I indorsed them that t.hey might not be claimed as a 
part of my estate in the event of my death." He, therefore, 
fixes the date to be in the summer of 1781; and fixes it, not 
by the mere memory of a date, but by that which has made 
it permanent in his mind,-namely, by the consideration of 
the journey to Benares, with the consideration of his indorsing 
it at the same time. He says precisely the same thing in 
his Defence in the House of Commons. It so far tallies with 
his letter of the 22nd of May; for in that letter he says
"these bonds were so indorsed ;"-but he does not mention 
the period at which that indorsement took place. 

Thus we stood at the time we preferred this impeachment 
against Mr. Hastings; and having, abundantly, other means 
of proving the falsehood of his accounts upon this subject, 
we were not much dismayed by having no direct means of 
proving the falsehood of his assertion respecting these bonds. 
Fortunately, since that time, these bonds have come over and 
are in the possession of your Lordships. There was some 
examination by Counsel in order to show that these bonds 
were sent over, not at our desire, but at the desire of :Major 
Scott, who had been formerly Mr. Hastings' agent; and 
that undoubtedly was completely proved. But will your 
Lordships think that an article of evidence is to prove less 
against Mr. Hastings because he happened to be the means 
of that evidence appearing? I am afraid that, if your Lord
ships would cut us off, during all these proceedings, from 
every sort of evidence which has come, in some shape, from 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings, I should find it difficult to 
convince your Lordships of his guilt. But there has been 
mixed with aU his guilt - as by the providence of God 
is intermixed with the guilt of men -- such a measure of 
confusion, contradiction, and want of judgment, as enables 
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us to prove that guilt upon him which we were unable else 1.TUNE ]790. 

to prove. These bonds, which Mr. Hastings says, in the 
letter he dates the 22nd of May, ] 782, were indorsed, 
not only before that period, but previous to his expe-
dition to Benares on a service of danger-these bonds are M~ualdate 
upon your Lordships' table-indorsed, indeed, but bearing ~:~:t~e
upon their iudorsement the date, the 29th of May, 1782- ~~;~. ofMtlJ". 

a week subsequent to the time at which Mr. Hastings dates 
his letter and at which Mr. Larkins swears it was sealed-
Denr twelve months after the time when Mr. Hastings says 
that he is sure he did indorse them, from his attention to the 
interests of the" Company. These bonds need no more 
additional testimony: but if they wanted it they have it; 
for Mr. Larkins makes, also, nn affidavit that he had the 
bonds in his possession till the 29th of May, upon which 
day he delivered them to Mr. Hastings, who, on that day 
and not before, indorsed them as they are now indorsed. 
If, therefore, I am to believe Mr. Larkins' two affidavits, I 
am to believe this,-that Mr. Larkins did go to Mr. Hastings 
upon the 16th of May, that he suggested to him the pro-
priety of keeping his promise with regard to the present 
from the Wazir, and suggested the propriety of adding to the 
promise a specification of other sums; that he suggested 
part of that letter; yet, he says, they nre bonds indorsed, 
Mr. Larkins knowing that Mr. Hastings had them not in his 
poss~ssion, but that fliey were in his own possession unin-
dorscd, and, in fact, bringing them to Mr. Hastings at II. 

subseq uent period for that indorscment. 
All that I can say is that Mr. Larkins, who in some 

instanccs interposell to Mr. Hastings as his good genius, 
and who interposed to remind him of his promise to the 
Directors respecting the present from the 'Vazir,-Mr. Larkins 
might, when copying a letter of Mr. Hastings in which he 
was stating certain bonds to be indorsed,-he might have 
said-" Sir, I will copy your letter if you please, but I am 
writing that you have bonds indorsed which are in my posses
sion amI are not indorsed ;"-he might have t.aken the liberty 
to suggest to him that aU that he was writing was without a 
colour of truth, and that he was adding a new imposition 
upon the Company in all the facts which he was pretending 
to put in a clear light. 

Now your Lordships will naturally ask why Mr. Hastings ~n.for 
took thcse bonds at all. I will tell you why, I think, he f:,~d!:the 
took them; and then I will contrast my opinion with the 

VOL.IL Y 
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7 JU~790. reasons Mr. Hastings has given, and your Lordt;hips shall 
judge which is the more reasonable and probable opinion of 
the two. I state that he took the bonds for the money for 
the same reason which any man takes bonus for money 
which he conceives to be his own property; that he took 
the bonds in order that...t;he Company should pay him the 
intere'st for those bonus, and the principal when it became 
due; that he took the bonds for the same reason as your 
Lordships would, if you lent them money,-for the purpose of 
recei ving the interest and the principal. This is my account; 
this is' the plain account of these bonds. I do admit that 
this is not the account Mr. Hastings gi\'es of these bonds, 
and it may be material for your Lordships to see what that 
account is. 

l:!~~ra- Mr. Hastings says,-" Why these sums were taken by me 
nation. -'-'-why they were, except the second, quietly transferred to 

the Company's use :"-.,.some glossary is sometimes necessary 
upon thesesubjectsl by" quietly" he means secretly, the 
rest being more secretly transferred than this one, the 
transfer of which he had published sometime before :-" why 
bonds were taken for the first and not for the rest, might, 
were this matter to be exposed to the view of the public, 
fW'nish a variety of conjectures to which it would be of little 
use to reply." There he re~urs to his old answer. 'When 
N undcomar accused him, and when the majority of the 
Council thought it fit to inquire into the fact, whether he 
had received the bribes or no, he said the deputation of Mr. 
Goring was unnecessary. Now, when he thinks a question 
will be asked .him which is pretty obvious and which, un
doubtedly, must be asked him-what were his reasons for 
taking bonds ?-he l'ays-" this question mip;ht furnish a 
variety of conjectures to which it would be of little use to 
reply." Does Mr. Hastings mean to laugh at the world at 
once, and to say that he is in a situatiou in which he may 
treat them with that contempt in which persons in power, in 
countries where power is every·thing, may treat the inquiries 
of those who have none? But if Mr. Hastings acts to us as 
from an equal to an equal, J should be glad to know whether 
there can be any conjecture which demands a more serious 
reply than questions founded upon so extraordinary an occa
sion-why a man assumes that to be his property which is 
not ?-and why he takes a bond for that property which he 
confesses, ultimately, not to be his own, and which he means 
to take no advantage of? He says ;..,-" 'Why bonds were 
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taken for the first and not for tIle rest might, were this 7 JUNE 1790. 

matter to be exposed to the view of the public, furnish a 
variety of conjectures to which it would be of little use to 
reply; but if your honourable court were to question me"-
U I would give an account of them" :-that is what you 
naturally would expect to be the conclusion from such a 
beginning . 

.. Were your honourable court .to question I;lle upon these points, 1 'f~ie s~ms 
would answer, that the SUlllll were taken for the Company's benefit at the e&;;,.~ 
times in which the Company very much needed them; that i either chose pany's use. 
to conceal the first receipts from public curiosity by receiving bonds for 
the amount. or, possibly, acted without any studled design which my 
memory could at this distance of time verify, and that 1 did not think it 
worth my care to observe the same means with the rest. .1 trusi, 
honourable siTs, to your breasts for a candid interpretation of my actions, 
and assume the freedom to add that 1 think myself, on such a subject, on 
luch an occasion, intitled to it." 

Now, those who are intitled to a candid interpretation 
ought to make out their title at least by open, by fair, deal-
ing, and by candid answers. What are his answers to the 
vain conjectures of the world? ., They are not worth a reply; 
but if your honourable court were to question me, to you I 
will answer-that I have no reasons which I do recollect." 
I really think he has put the honourable court upon a par with 
us and the rest of the world; and the difference between 
making DO reply and. reasons which he cannot recollect does 
not make 8uch a distinction between his honourable masters 
and the rest of the world as need excite any degree of envy 
in U9, or any degree of pride in them, for the honour of their 
situation .. That he acted without any studied design-It is Fraud iu 
. 'bI d 11 h'" If'd f . taking ImpOSSl e to we upon t is; It 19 so se -evl ent rom Its bonds for 

first appearance that he cannot be a just man,-he cannot be r.:~f~g~'; 
a man acting fairly,-who tells you he had no direct design in the Com

an act of fraud in taking bonds from the Company for money pany. 

which was not his own but the Company's; for even, accord-
ing to his own showing, if he- had died before or during his 
expedition to Benares, his executors 'would have been 
intitled to these bonds. According to our showing they 
would after that, because they never were indorsed in the 
way he states till long after that expedition. 

I think 1 have shown to your Lordships that the mode in Iutention to 

which he took the bonds for these sums was such that he ~~~!?~r 
might keep them for himself, if he pleased; and that conse- himself. 

quently the Company's right, if they did belong to. the 
Company, depended afterwards upon his good will, and th!lt 

y2 
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7 JUNE mo. they were in a situation in which he ought not to have placed 
- them. I shall prove that by his own letter of the 16th of 

December.· He says,-

Letter of 
the 16th of 
December. 

"The despatch of the 'Lively' having been protracted by various 
causes from time to time, the accompanying address, which was originally 
designed and prepared for that despatch, no other conveyance since 
occurring,"-which is not true-"ha9, of course, been thus long de
tained.'" 

. He goes on concerning the delay of that letter, which he 
says is unfortunate for him, but then he says,-

"The sources from which these reliefs to the public service have come 
would never have yielded them to the Company publicly." 

That is an observation very well worth your Lordships' 
attention-
" And the exigencies of your service--exigencies created by the exposition 
of your affairs, and faction in your councils-required those supplies. I 
could haye concealed them, had I had a wrong motive, from yours and 
the public eye for ever." 

He could have concealed them-he admits it; but you 
would think he could not then conceal them-
"And I know that the difficulties to which a spirit of injustice may 
subject me, for my candour and avowal, are greater than any possible 
inconyenience that could have attended the concealment, except the dis
satisfaction of my own mind. These difficulties are but a few of those 
which I have suffered in your service.- The applause of my own breast 
is my surest reward, and was the support of my mind in meeting them. 
Your applause, and that of my country, are my next wish in life." 

That sentence applies to make a merit of having owned 
them, for he says that he "could have concealed them." 
But there is another sentence in the letter which implies 
that he could still conceal them-

" If I had at any time possessed that degree of confidence from my 
immediate employers, which they never withheld from the meanest of 
my predecessors, I should have disdained to use these attentions. How 
I have drawn on me a diffl'xent treatment I know not; it is sufficient 
that I have not merited it; and in the course of a service of thirty-two 
years,-and ten of th~ employed in maintaining the powers and dis
charging the duties of the first office of the British government in 
India,-that honourable court ought to know whether I possess the 
integrity and honour which are the first requisites of such a station. If 
I wanted these, they haye afforded me but too powerful incentives to 
suppress the information which I now convey to them through you, 

'" .Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1115. 
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I ; and to appropriate to my own use the sums which I have already passed '1 Jmm17llO. 
to their credit, by the unworthy and, pardon me if I add, dangerous -
reflections which they have passed upon me for the first communication ~ . 
of this kind; and your own experience will suggest to you that there 
are persons who would profit By such a warning." . 

This alludes to letters w!1i~h he received betwe~n the 
22d of May and the ] 6th ofi Decenlber, from the- court of 
Directors, in answer to what he h~d stated about the money 
received fot the purpose of sending it to' Chimnagi Boosla. and 
to Major Camac's detachment. • Your Lordships will observe 
upon this, he says~" You have furnished me with a pretence 
which your experience will see other persons will make use 
of, and your reflectionsar~ only unjust but dangerous, 
for I might, if so iuclinec., now withhold that information 
wb.ieh I now convey to you; it is still in my power." 
My Lords, on the 16th of December, he states that it was ~is=-' 
still in his power to withhold from the Directors and the th':\~tb,Oll 
Company all this money which he had received, though he ~~h~h"~s 
has pretended in a. variety of instances-and that he must ~thho\~ 
pretend in order to plead any sort of justification-that he ~hem~ey 
actually passed it over to them long before that period. By cg::pan~. 
indorsing the bonds, by crediting the Company, and by a 
variety of different means, as stated in his Defence, he has 
put them in a situation that the Company can be 110 losers 
and he no gainer; yet he now states that, in spite of all the 
methods in which he has entered these sums, he might at 
that lIV _"ent, if he so chose, withhold the receipt of them 
from .,(le Company and keep them for ever to himself. I 
state this in Qrder to show that ndhe of the means which he 
has taken or pretended to take, in order to insure this to the 
Company, were of any use, but that it was in his power at 
that time, the 16th December, to withhold all knowledge of 
this from the court of Directors, and to keep the money in 
his own possession. Your Lordships have heard one of his 
reasons; I now wish you to hear another of his reasons 
upon the sul~ect ;-

*" For my motives for withholding the several receipts from the know- Further mo
ledge of the Council,"-this is partly in answer to some questions which t!ve~fo 
had been pu~ to him by the Directors-" or of the cou~ of Direct;ors, ~~thholdrng 
and for taking bonds for part of these sums, and paymg others mto the receipts 
the treasury as deposits on my own account, I have generally accounted :~r~e 

·il'his and the following passages are extracted from Mr. Hastings' letter 
to the Cbaitman of the court of Directors, dated Cheltenham, 11th July, 1785. 
-Printed in the to Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1152. 
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7 JI1NB 1790. in my letter to the honourable the court of Directors of the 22d of May 
of the Di- 1782,"-
recto.,.. Your Lordships will observe that he seems to consider 

here as if the only inquiry from the Directors was, why he 
treated these sums difierently,-why he had taken bonds for 
some and paid others into the treasury as deposits ;-whereas 
I conceive the gist of their inquiry to be, why he had taken 
any security or any sums at all :- -
"namely, .that I either chose to conceal the first receipts from' public 
curiosity by receiving bonds for the amount, or, possibly, acted without 
any· studied design wbich my memory at that distance of time could 
verify, and that I did not think it worth my care to observe the same 
means with the rest." 

That is his old answer. 
" It will not be expected that I should be able to give a more correct 

explanation of my intentions after a lapse of three years, having declared 
at the time that many particulars had escaped my remembrance; neither 
shall <} attempt to add more than the clear:er affirmation of the facts 
implied in that report of them, and such inferences as, necessarily or 
with a stronl( probability, follow them. 

" I have said that the three first sums of the account were paid into 
the Company's treasury without passing through my hands. The second 
of these was forced into notice by its ·destination, and application to 
the expense of a. detachment which was formed and employed against 
Mahdajee Scindia, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, as 
I particularly apprised the court of Directors, in my letter of the 29th 
December 1780. The other two were certainly not intended, when I 
received them, to be made public, though intended for public service, 
and actually applied to it. The exigencies of the. Government were at 
that time my own, and every pressure upon it rested with its full weight 
upon my mind. Whenever I could find allowable means of relieving 
tbose wants, I eagerly seized them; but neither could it occur to me 
as necessary, to state on our proceedings every little aid which I could 
thus procure; nor do I know how I could have stated it without an
pearing to court favour by an ostentation which I disdained, nor without 
the chance of exciting the jealousy of my colleagnes by the constructive 
assertion of a separate· and un participated merit, deri"ed from the 
influence of my station, to which they might have laid an equal claim." 

I must stop upon this passage to make one single obser
,·ation. He says, it was not worth while to tell them of all 
the petty resources which he employed for their benefit. 
You will recollect that, with regard to one ofthese resources, 
he did precisely tell them of it, for he said he had raised it 
upon his own security, whereas he accepted it from Dinage
pore, and,. in _point of fact, it belonged to them. He did 
t.hink it worth while to tell them of it, hut not to tell them 
the truth: he told them a false account of it. Now why it 
could be worth while to tell them an account which was not 
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the truth, I leave it to his Counsel to reconcile, when they ~ JI1NB 1'l9O. 

come to make hia defence. -
II Nor do I know how I could have stated it without appearing to 

court favoW' by an ostentation which I disdained," 

I wish your Lordships to attend to this part of the reason
jng,-" if I had told you that this Dinagepore money was 
youra nnd I had taken it for the purpose of serving you, I 
should be liable to the charge of ostentation. In order to 
avoid that I tell you jt was my money which I applied to the 
service. If I had told you jt was yours, I should be consi
dered as nn ostentatious person, who wits always raising 
monies for the Company which no other person could do." 
Dut he does not consider thc other ostentation, which he 
faUs into a little before, about the other two lacs which he 
stated as his own. But, of all the ideas I ever heard of, the 
most extraordinary one is, that it was given to obviate aU 
possible idea of ostentation of any kind. There was another 
thing which he was afraid of besides ostentation, but as that 
is expresscd in language peculiarly his own I am not quite 
sure that I comprehend it-

.. nor without the chance of exciting the jealousy of my colleagues, by 
the constructive assertion of a separate and unparticipated merit, derived 
from the influence of my station, to which they might have laid an equal 
claim." 

I do not understand perfectly what his apprehension upon Pretended 

this subject is. He says he was. afraid of the je~lo~sy of his ~':c~t~~g the 
colleagues. It seems something like the other apprehension ~:I~I~Y of 

of ostentation. He was afraid his colleagues should be leagues. 

jealous that he had such superior merits to \~, hich they should 
lay claim. If he means they might be jealous he did not 
do his duty. I can comprehend that; or that he received 
money which they did not, I can comprehend that; but 
neither of these seems to be the sense, and I must leave that 
to your Lordships to understand as well as you can . 

.. I should have deemed it particularly dishonourable to receive, for my Desire to 
own use, money tendered by men of a certain class, from whom I had "yoid ;Uspi
interdicted the receipt of presents to my inferiors, and bound them by ~n~ pre
oath not to receive them; I was, therefore, more than ordinarily cautious sents. 
to avoid the suspicion of it, which would scarcely have failed to light 
upon me had I suffered the money to be brought directly to my own 
house, or to that of any person known to be in trust for me. For these 
reasons I caused it to be transported immediately to the treasury." 

IC one were to read this answer alone, one should think 
that the accusation against him by the court of Directors 
was-tha.t he had given them Borne money which belonged 
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7 JUNE 1790. to him; for he only defends himself for cnrrying it to their 
-- treasury, and not for the pnl't which he ought to have 

defended~for hnving taken notes or bonds for their money 
which he ought not to have taken at all. Here comes one. 
noble sentiment of· mind :-" I should have deemed it dis
honourable to accept money from farmers or other persons 
concerned. in the revenue .. therefore I was particularly cau
tious"-to do what?-one would think a man of honour 
should. say-" particularly cautious to accept no sums from 
any such persons"-No! "I was particularly cautious to 
avoid the suspicion of it, and therefore, though that money 
I did take for my own purpose, I ordered the money to 
be carried to the treasury to avoid the suspicion of it." 
What he was led to do was, not ~ refuse the money 
which lle ought to have refused, but to take care that, thouglI 
he took a bond for it, yet to carry it to the Company's 
treasury in such a manner that it should not appeal' to the 
public eye that he ,had any connection with it whatever. 
" There I well knew that it could not be received"-

Upon my word, there is not one line in this letter which 
is not so material that I am forced to dwell upon almost all 
as I go-

The money "There I well knew it could not be received without being passed to 
r.;:.~~ t'J:'e a some credit, and this could only be done by entering it as a loan or a 
CompRllY or deposit. 
ad~posit. 

Here he lays down a ma~im, that whatever money he has 
taken privately and appropriated to the public use can only be 
so disposed of'if it is given to the public treasury by means of 
a loan or a deposit; and yet, when we charge him with money 
taken from Kelleram particulnrly, -with money taken from 
Nundulul-with money taken from Nuddea,-he says that 
money has been credited to the public, but not credited by 
the means of a loan or a deposit. So that neither of these 
two, which he says are the only possible means by which 
money can be credited, he admits were taken, and, therefore, 
allows us to suppose that they never were credited to the 
Company. 

MotiveS for " The first was the least liable to reflection, and therefore I had ob
entering the "iously recourse to it. Why the second sum was entered as a deposit 
:c::nd~;~~. I am utterly ignoraJ.It. Possibly,. it was don~ without any special dmc-

tion from me; possibly, because It was the simplest mode of entry and 
therefore preferred, as the transaction itself did not require concealment, 
having been already avowed. Although I am firmly persuaded that 
these were my sentiments, yet I will not affirm that they were." 
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Considerin... his caution upon this occasion, I suppose JUNE 1790. 

your. Lordships are something surprised at the rashness I 
stated before, of the particular dates of the indorsement of 
the bonds when going to llenares. 

" Though I feel their impression as the remains of a series of thoughts 
retained on my memory, I am not certain that they may not have been 
produced by subsequent reflection on the principal fact, combined with 
the probable motives of it." 

What is the principal fact I am at a loss to understand. 
II Of this I am certain, that it was my design originally to have con

cealed the receipt of all the sums, except the second, even from the 
knowledge of the court of Directors." 

Now I think, considering how little he is sure of his 
reasons upon any former occasion, it is Borne advantage to UB 
that he is certain of this fact of an original intention to con
ceal the receipt of aU these sums, except the second, even 
from the court of Directors . 

.. Th';Y had answered my purpose of public utility and I had almost 
totally dismissed them from my remembrance." 

It is a singular thing that he had received the sums and 
applied them to the public service, that he had the notes in 
hiS bureau and the bonds in the possession of his attorney, 
and yet he had almost totally dismissed them from his 
remembrance I 

" But when fortune threw a sum in my way of a magnitude which 
could not be concealed, and the peculiar delicacy of my situation,· at the 
time in which I received it, made me more circumspect of appearances, I 
chose to apprise my employers of it, which I did hastily and generally;
hastily, perhaps, to pre"ent the vigilance and activity of secret calumny, 
and generally, because I knew not the exact amount of the sum of which 
I wu in the receipt, but not in the full possession. I promised to ao
quaint them with the result as soon I should be in possession of it; and 
in the performance of my promise I thought it consistent with it, to add 
to the account all the former appropriations of the same kind. My good 
geniu. then suggesting to me, with a spirit of caution which might 
have spared me the trouble of this apology had I universally attended 
to it, that, if I had suppressed them and they were afterwards known, I 
might be asked what were my motives for withholding part of these 
receipts from the knowledge of the court of Directors and informing 
them of the rest,"-
The very question which they asked him at this time-

"it being my wish to clear up every doubt upon this transaction Indorse
which either my 01\'11 mind could suggest or which may have been sug- ;;,e'::s of the 
gested by others, I beg leave to suppose another question and to state n • 
the terms of it in my reply, by informing you that the indorsement on 
the bonds was made about the period of my leaving the Presidency, in 
the middle or the year 1781, in order to guard against their becoming 
a claim on the Company as part of my estate, in the event of my death 
occurring in the course of the service on which I was then entering." 
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7 JUNE 1790. I have sufficiently observed upon that paragraph. Now 
here comes the summing up of all this :- . 

Absence of 
realeXJ,ll ... 
nation In 
the letter. 

"This, sir, is the plain history of the transaction. I should be 
ashamed to request that you would communicate it to the honourable 
court of Directors, whose time is too valuable for the intrusion of a 
subject so uninteresting, but that it is become a point of indispensable 
duty:. I must, therefore, request the favour of you to lay it at a conve
nient time before them. In addressing it to you personally, I yield to my 
own feelings of the respect which is due to them as a body, and to the 
assurances which I derive from your experienced civilities that you will 
kindly overlook the trouble imposed by it." 

He considers what he has stated here to be a. plain account 
of this transaction. 

My Lords, the plajn account of this transaction con
sists in almost every .reason which he hilS given being 
reasons which he confesses himself not to be certain ot: 
The only thing which he avers with certainty is his original 
intention of ~onceal~e,nt; and",~e gives no explanation upon 
it, except upon the hypothesis Of what might have been his 
motive at the time. -Almost the only fact which he avers 
with certainty, is t.he time of the indorsement,-a fact com
pletely falsified by the bonds themselves and the testimony 
of his own attorney, Mr. Larkina-. 

C?"rt of Before I have done with this letter, I will also call your 
DIreotors L d h' ., .. d h b .. f . 
favorable or s IpS attentIOn m some egree to t e egmnmg 0 It, 
;:::f~It~t. which I omitted in first stating it. You are to understand that, 
year I7~. in the year 1784, the Directors, having received the letter of 

May, 1782, with iti! transmission of December the 16th, 
1782, with these accounts, were considerably astonished at 
the contents of these letters. Your Lordships are all too 
much conversant and too full of memory with respect to the 
politics of the times not to give me credit when I assert 
that these Directors, who wrote to Mr. Hastings in the 
month of March, 1784, were certainly not supposed to be 
particularly averse to him, or to be particularly hostile to 
him, with respect to his power or with respect to any of his 
measures. It was at a period immediately after the dissolu
tionof the late Parliament; after the change of ministry 
which preceded that dissolution; and after the totally doing 
away all the schemes which had been formed by Parliament, 
{)f which your Lordships have a perfect memory in your 
mind, and which I certainly perfectly remember, and which 
I-speaking still my own sentiments and not the sentiments 
of those that sent me here-am obstinate enough still to 
think the best system that was ever proposed for the good 
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government of India. These two events did not take place 7 ll"l'I1l1790~ 
with any remarkable degree of quiet or any remarkable -
de"'ree of tranquillity. In this country they certainly raised 
co~siderable debates; they raieed considerable heats; and the 
event of this was to produce a court of Directors certainly 
not unfavourable to Mr. Hastings, and a general "'pirit very 
unfavourable to those who are his prosecutors, and propor-
tionably favourable to him. 

This court of Directors, constituted as it was, was not ~~i~d~~
completely satisfied, nor could be, with the letter of May, ~tb. \':l.,on 

1 ;82, nor with the letter of the 16th of December, 1782, letters. 

neither; and upon that they ask some questions-
.. We have considered the letters from the Governor Genera!. of the 

20th January, 2'2nd May and 16th December, 1782, relative to presents, 
together with the account which accompanied the letter of the 22nd May. 
Although it is not our intention to express any doubt of the integrity of 
our Governor General,-on the contrary, after having received the pre~ 
Benta, we cannot avoid expressing our approbation of h,is conduct in 
bringing them to the credit of the Company,-yet we must confess the 
statement of those transactions appears to us in many parts so unintel
ligible, that we feel ourselves under the necessity of calling on the 
GO"emor General for an explanation, agreeable to his promise voluntarily 
made to us. We therefore desire to be informed of the different periods 
when each Bum was received, and what were the Governor General's 
motives for withholding the several receipts from the knowledge of the 
Council or of the court of Directors, and what were his reasons for 
taking honds for J>art of those sums, and for paying other sums into the 
treasury as depOSits on his own account."· . 

These gentlemen were certainly not un favourably inclined Thei~ dt 
to Mr. Hastings, though, as he was their servant, they presume ~rhe~ ex
to ask him-" pray what were your reasons for taking that planation. 

money? what was your reason for taking notes for some and 
bonds for the rest, as if it was your own property? ",Ve 
really think these things appenr to be so unintelligible as to 
deserve some reason." This letter of the 16th of March, 
1784, was sent by the Surprise, I think, and receh'ed in 
Bengal in August, 1784!. Mr. Hastings was then absent; 
but he came back at the latter end of the ye~r, and received 
this letter sometime before his departure from Bengal: 
.However, to this letter-to this inquiry coming from friends, ~o answer 
certainly, in no hostile style, expressing a great opinion of his ~;~rr:Ha.st
integl'ity but some little surprise at his letters, and asking ~W:rt~1f.. 
some explanation of those transactions which Mr. Hastings ~!~r:.,~ 

• Extract from letter of the court of Directors to the Governor General 
and CouneilofCaieutla, dated 16th March, 17S4.-Printed in the" Minutes of 
the Evidence," po 1149. 
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'·~O. states that to men used to money business may seem extra
.J ordinary and to require some explanation,-Mr. Hastings 

does not answer at all. But, when he comes to England, a 
friend has told him that it would be thought extraordinary if 
he does not make some answer to the court of Directors; 
and that answer is the letter which I read so large an extract 
from, and which I shall supply now by reading the beginning. 
Perhaps it would have been better if I had read the whole 
of it before.· 

Letterfrom .. Cheltenham, 11th July, 1785. 
?elten. " Sir,-The honourable court of Directors, in their general letter to 
17:,11 July, Bengal by the Surprise, dated the- 16th March, 1784, were pleased to 

• express their desire that I should inform them of the periods when each 
sum of the presents mentioned in my address of the 22nd May, 1782, 
was received; what were my motives from withholding the several 
receipts from the knowledge of the Council or of the Court of Directors; 
and what were my reasons for taking bonds for part of these sums and 
for paying other sums into the treasury as deposits on my own account. 
I have been kindly apprised that the information required as above is yet 
expected from me." 

It certainly was very kind in his. friend to apprise him of 
it, but then I should have thought that his own "good 
genius" would have apprised him that, when his masters 
inquired of him how he came to appropriate money of their" 
to his own use, it did require an explanation:-

" I hope that the circumstances of my past situation, when considered, 
Plea of pre- will plead my excuse for having thus long withheld it. The fact is that 
occupation. I was not at the Presidency when the Surprise arrived, and when I 

returned to it, my time and attention were so entirely engrossed, to the 
day of my final departure from it, by a variety of other more important 
occupations, of which, Sir, I may safely appeal to your testimony, 
grounded on the large portion contributed by myself, of the volumes 
which compose our consultations of that period, that the submission 
which my respect would have enjoined me to pay to the command 
imposed on me was lost to my recollection." 

So, when he came down to Calcutta and found a letter had 
been there for a considerable time, from the court of Direc
tors, expressly desiring him to giye reasons for what appeared 
to be unaccountable in his conduct with respect to pecuniary 
matters, he says-it was ent.irely lost to his recollection, 
being engaged in other far more important matters. But he 
says also- . 

"Perhaps from the stronger impression, which the first Bnd distant 
. perusal of it had lefli on my mind, that it was rather intended as a repre-

... Sllpra, p. 341. 
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hension (or IOmething which had given ofl'ence in my report of the 7 11:3111790. 
original tranaaction than as expressi,-e of any lI"BDt of a further elucida- -
tion of it"-

His reason, therefore, for not answering that letter from 
Calcutta which I have read, aod shown was a friendly and 
kind letter--Imd much too floiendly and kind, in my opinion, 
for his situation-his reason for not answering it was this,
that the impression it left upon his mind was, rather that it 
was a censure for past transactions than any future inquiry. 
A very respectful reason does he give when he says,-" I 
thought this letter did not 80 much want further elucidation, 
IU was intended as a reprehension for something which had 
given offence in my report of the original transaction." In 
short, in plain words,-" since you do not like this report, I 
have given of them, you shall have none at nIl; for I 
thought you were displeased at the report I had made, not 
at the 8ubstance. but the report I had made in former 
letters; therefore, I thought it as WE'll to say no more upon 
the matter." 'Yhat is II being di8J>leased at the report," 
considered distinctly from "the substance," but this, that 
they thought they had not been sufficiently explained? And 
I should think that, if there could be any mode in which the 
court of Directors could peremptorily and specifically call 
for any explanation. it was by giving an opinion that the 
former explanation had been insufficient and requesting 
a further explanation. This to a man of honour would have 
been an immediate incentive to an answer and further expla
nation. He gives as a reason for no further explanation,
"because I consider it as "an expression of dissatisfaction 
Wilh the former inte1Iigence I had gi,oen you; therefore. 
I meant to let it sleep, and say no more about it. beino
occupied with far more important matters." I suppose th~ 
defendant will prove that part of bis defence; but it will 
be ,oery difficult to prove to your Lord"hips' satisfaction
it will be very difficult to prove to the satisfaction of any 
honest nnll rational man-tbat any public business, how
ever affecting to the public, can be more important to a man 
of honour than that of his clearin<T his own character with 
re:'pect to the nccusation of embe;'zlement. peculation, fraud 
and rapacity. 

:My Lords, I shall dismi:,s the subject of the bond presents Contradie

with obse"ing to your Lord"h:ps, that I fully make out what :::~~.:uh 
I Elly of the U:>8 he made of them beinO' directly contrary ~~t£.. 
to his first statement. But it is very re~arkable that there s n 
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7 JllNB1790. is an intermediate statement, lXhich I referred to and did not 
- explain, and which is directly contrary to both. The £rst 

statement was, that two thirds were his own. In the next 
statement he asks for bonds for all three, and says they were 
all his own. In the third, he takes one third back and gives 
two thirds to the Company. So that, in three different state
ments made by him at three different periods, you cannot 
choose any: two which are not materially, pointedly and 
decisively, contradictory one to the other,- so that both 
cannot be written truly by the same person. None of those 
statements could have been error and mistake, but they must 
have been contrary to his own knowledge of the fact at the 
time that he wrote them. 

Pl'esent With respect to the present which he certainly did £rst 
mm&~ b' I nnnd. mention to the pu he, mean' the present from Sadanund, 

Cheyt Sing's bakhshi, I must make some observation upon 
that subject. He states it thus in his Defence to the Home 
of Commons,-,-

"I beg it may be observed that the first of these presents was received 
in the year 1780, rat a time when, as I have truly said to the Directors, 
• the exigencies of the government were my own, and el'ery pressure upon 
it rested with its full weight upon my mind; whenever I could find 

. allowable means of relieving them I eagerly seized them.' It was in this 
year, and at one of these distressful periods I allude to, that I formed the 
plan for drawing Mhadagie Scindia from Guzzerat, to the defence of his 
own dominions, in hopes of laying the foundation of that peace with the 
Marattas to which this measure did afterwards so greatly contribute. 
This plan was opposed by Mr. Francis, then a member of the Council; 
on the plea, amongst others, of little importance, of the additional expence 
we should incur by its adoption. About this time, Buxey Sadanund, the 
confidential servant of Cheyt Sing, had been deputed to me in Calcutta 
by his master, to acknowledge his former ill conduct, and to assure me of 
his implicit obe~ience and submission in future: he was also intrusted 
by his master to endeavour to procure a remission of the payment of the 
annual sum of five lacks of rupees, which the Board had fixed as his 
proportion of the expences of the war. I peremptorily refused his 
request, but assured him that on the restoration of peace this additional 
subsidy should cease, and that this was all he must expect. Sadanund 
wrote to his master, and receind a commission from him to give me the 
strongest assurances of his future obedience and submission to the 
ol'ders of government; and he was further directed to request my accept
ance of two lacks of rupees BS a I?resent to myself. My reply was that 
I cordially received his submiSSIOn Bnd as~urances .of obedience, but 
that I must absolutely refuse his present, which I did. Having been 
disappoint.ed in the execution of my plan for attacking Sciudi .. 's domi~ 
nions, which I deemed, and which proved to be, of the most material 
consequence, find being thwarted in it by my colleagues on the plea 
of expense, which was the only material objection made to it, I deter
mined to accept of the offer which I before refused; and on my return 
from the Council,. the day I believe that my plan was rejected, I sent to 
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Sadanund and told him I had reconsidered his master's offer, and would 7 JUNlI1790. 
accept the two lacks of rupees, which I desired him to pay to the sub-
treBliurer, Mr. Croftes, meaning to apply this money to defray the expence 
of the expedition against Scindia, and thereby hoping to obviate the 
only objection whicb had been made to this important undertaking. 
Unfortunately, I did not succeed in obtaining the consent of Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler, anu was therefore concemedat having accepted this sum 
from Sadanund, .ince the only use to which I meant to appropriate it was 
frultrated, and I expressed my vexation to Mr. Markham, my secretary, 
as he (who fortunately for me is now in England) can attest. Upon 
mature reflection, I determined neither to inform the Council of the trans-
action, nor to return the money to Sadanund, having once cousented to 
accept it. I therefore suffered it to remain in the Company's cash as a 
deposit for their use, and, by the next dispatch to Europe, I informed the 
court of Directors of the transaction, though I did not state to them 
from whom I received the money, a neglect which I should have stu-
diously avoided could I have foreseen the consequences of it. I thought. 
at the time, that I did all that W8! necessary by declaring that it was not 
my own, and that I neither could nor would have received it but for their 
\lIe."]-
. There is, also, a further account of this transaction in a 
letter of Mr. Larkins, which Mr. Hastings has made his own, 
which I shall submit to your Lordships :-

" The fourth Bum stated in . Mr. Hastings' account W8! the produce Account or 
of sundry payments made to me by Sadanund, Cheyt Sing's buxey, :!>e~ns~. 
who either brought or sent the gold mohurs to my house, from whence l~tre~~~Mr. 
they were taken by me to Mr. Croftes's, either on the same night or early Larkins. 
in the morning after. They were made at different times, and I well 
remember that the same people never came twice. 

co On the 21st JUlie, 1780, Mr. Hastings sent for me, and desired that 
I would take charge of a present that had been offered to him by Cheit 
Sing's buxey, under the plea of atoning for the opposition which he 
had made towards the payment of the extra subsidy for defraying part 
of the expences of the war; but really, in the hope o£ its inducing 
Mr. HBlitings to give up that claim, with which view the present had 
first been offered. Mr. Hastings declared, that although he would not 
take this for his own use, he would apply it to that, of the Company, in 
removing Mr. Francis' objections to the want of a fund for defraying the 
ext~:l expenees of Colonel Camac's detachment. 

" On mr return to the office, I wrote down the substance of what 
Mr. Hastings had said to me, and requested Mr. James Miller, my 
deputy, to seal it up with his own seal, and write upon it that he had 
then done 80 at my request. He was no further informed of my motive for 
this than }:Ilerely that it contained the substance of a conversation which 
had P!-8sed between me and another gentleman which, in case that con
versatIOn should hereafter become the subject of inquiry, I wished to be 
able to adduce the memorandum then made of it in corroboration of my 
own testimony; and althou!th that paper has remained unopened to this 
hour, and notwithstanding that I kept no memorandum whatever of the 
substance thereof, yet as I have wrote this representation under the most 

• Minutes of Defence at the bar of the Honse of Commons.-Printed for 
J. Debrett. 1788, p. 154 •. 
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7 lU~1790. scmpulous adherence to what I conceive to be troth, should it ever 
become necessary to refer to this paper I am confident that it will not 
be found to dift'er materially from the substance of this representa
tion." -

lIIr.H ... t
ingS·stBte. 
ment that 
the present 
\VlIS an 
nton"",ent 
fordeJayin 
payment .. 

The first thing that I have to observe upon this particular 
part of the present is, that Mr. Hastings states that this was 
originally offered him as some atonement for Cheyt Sing's 
delay in former payments. He says, he tells him he cannot 
accept of a present by any means, but if the payments are 
regularly made he will endeavour that upon the peace they 
shall cease. Mr. Larkins gives a different and more true 
account of it He says that Cheyt Sing's bakhshi, his 
agent, offered him this for the obvious and natural purpose, 
not of atoning for crimes which he never had committed, but 
of inducing - the Governor General to waive the demand 
of the Company upon him. What does Mr. Hastings? 
He says properly.:-u I immediately refused the present." 
A present offered to him upon such a consideration, 
as indeed any present, it was his duty to refuse. He 
afterwards considers the necessities of Colonel Caroac's de
tachment: he sends for the bakhshi back, and 5ays-" I 
will accept your master's present:" and he does not state, in 
anyone of his Defences, that he did connect-that he did 
add--to that any declaration that he did not accept it for 
the purpose of waiving any interest of the Company's what
ever. 

Fra
h 

u~ to • Here I submit to your Lordships' consideration what 
t e(nverlU l' 'fi II h' b h 1" t applying the app les speC! en v to t IS present, ut w at app les lD grea 
f~~:"~ degree to every present ever received by t.he servants of the 
pany'suse. Company in India, but particularly to Mr. Hastings' 

presents,-that, even though he applies it to the Company's 
use, he does a fraudulent act, because that was not the inten
tion of the giver. Mr. Hastings states that the Company 
availed themselves of this, which they could not otherwise 
avail themselves of. If :Mr. Larkins' account be true, Cheyt 
Sing gave t11is money in order to induce him to waive a 
claim of the Company's. The Company would never accept 
a present of two lacs to waive a claim of five. 

E~tation " But," he says, "Cheyt Sing's bakhshi would give me 
stngth:t 20,0001., in hope that I ~hould waive the claim of 50,OOOl, 
tho;J>ribe whereas no such offer could be made to the Company." See, 
:i~ t..,,:,e then, the immediate crime he commits, as relating to all prin
further de-

.. Extract from l\Jr. Larkins' letter to the Chairman ofthe court of Directors, 
dated 5th August, 1 i86.-Printed in the" MinuteS of the Evidence," p. 1158 
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ciplc8 of morals and of justice; he permits a man to give 2' .TUNE 1790. 

him money which the man intends for a bribe,-for which the m:m~m 
. d • d h· t . I . f h C the Corn-man mten s to III uce 1m 0 Walve a c rum 0 t e ·ompany pany. 

for 50,OOOl. lIe takes the 20,0001. without any declaration 
that he will pel·sist in the other demand; indeed he adds to 
the guilt of having acccpted this brihe, by afterwards insist-
ing upon the money for the Company. But, whether he ilid 
that or not, he leaves this unfortunate man in the situation 
or bclieving that he has appeased the Governor General by 
the bribe he has given him, that he has by that means put 
himself in a situation of being released from the demands of 
the Company. You are not only to consider the fraud com-
mitted upon the Company,-you are not only to consider 
the corruption of mind in the man who takes the present, 
but to consider the grievous calamities which fell upon this 
mi5emhle man who gave it, and gave it upon an idea which 
the practice has taught the natives to think probable-that 
by giving money to the servants they can be excused the 
claims of the Company. But if the servants act as Mr. Has-
tings has done-take money to their own use, and not 
afterwards perform the consideration for which the bribe 
was gi ~'en-and if these unhappy persons remain in the situa-
tion that Cheyt Sing and his bakhshi did, of having given 
20,000/. as a bribe in hopes of saving 50,OOOl., and instead 
of that find they pay 70,OOOl., where the only pretended 
claim of the Company was 50,OOOl., [are they not aggrieved ?] 

This is the sitnation of persons who give bribes in that Aggravation 

h h . f h h d ale ofguiltot country. w en t e convemence 0 t ose W 0 act oes m e re?eivinga 

it necessary to take the bribe to the public. Therefore, if I ~~~~v~~g 
were to decide upon the bribes taken, I should have no diffi- the donor. 

culty in saying that those who have taken a bribe and 
performed the service for it are, in my opinion, not more, 
but Jess guilty than those who add treachery to their cor
ruption, and who receive a bribe which the donor thinks is 
to save him from 1\ public demand, and afterwards enforce 
that J!ublic demand with rigour, giving this money also to 
the Company,-incurring two guilts, one, of taking the 
bribe and deceiving the Company j the other, deceiving the 
wretch when he thinks he is buying off the money he has to 
pay, when you by no means whatever intend to spare him. 
This is the account Mr. Larkins gives of that transaction. The 
account of Mr. Hastings has no other difference, except that 
it does not mention his knowled<J'e of the intention of the 
bakhsbi in giving this j but no ~nJ I think. ctm dispute 

VOL. II. Z 
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7 JU~19P. his intention in giving it, and indeed we have proved it com-
pletely by Mr. Larkins' letter. 

rleaofr~~s, The plea for these presents in general-the plea which he 
~~~p~ny ~o states in every letter to the court of Directors, as thinking 
~i~~'{rtlc it to be one the most likely to prevail with them-is the 
presents. general distress of the Company. 'Ve have proved that, 

with respect to the first money he received from Dinagepore, 
the first receipts were in 1779; and we have proved, by 
the evidence of Mr. Anderson and others at your Lordships' 
bar, that that was previous to the distresses of the Com
pany. Therefore, whatever pretence he may have-and 
mo~t miserable and vain pretences they are, as I conceive
whatever pretence he may set up as a palliation for his 
receipts, the distresses of the Company cannot be urged as a 
defence for taking the present from Dinagepore, when by the 
evidence of Mr. Anderson, a person whom no man will con
ceive intentionally unfavourable to Mr. Hastings, it is proved 
that the presents from Dinngepore were anterior to that 
pretended distress, whatever it was. . 

!r~~;.. With respect to the money received from Nundulul, I do 
Nlllldlllul. not at present recollect from the evidence any peculiar cir

cumstances which mark or discriminate it from the rest, so 
as to render it necessary for me to make any particular 
observations upon it; except that Mr. Larkins, willing in 
every instance to try to diminish the criminality of this 
business, and to put some face upon it, says, without any 

Mr.Lar~ins· ground or reason that I know of, that this money paid by 
suggestIon • G G' 
th!'tit Nundulul may be some part of the money In unga ovrnd 
:I\~~l~t\'l.e Sing's hand-the present from Dinagepore. However, the 
r=~ud- name of Larkins has just made me recollect what I had 
del\, omitted in observing upon this part of his letter, relating to 

Sadanund's present; and, perhaps, it will appear a very 
material, but if not a very material, at least a very curious 
fact-namely, that Mr. Larkins knew nothing of any of 
those other presents. He knew nothing of the presents 
from Kelleram; he knew nothing of Dinagepore; be knew 
nothing of Nuddea; he knew nothing of the 'Vazir's pre
sent; he knew nothing of any of these presents whatever; 
but he was intimately acquainted with this present of 
Sadanund; and, not being Mr. Hastings' usual ,confidential 
person on these occasions, he seems to be very exact in what 
Mr. Hastings told him upon the subject; and he acted 
afterwards as Mr. Hastings' "good genius," in suggesting 
the propriety of making some disclosure upon that subject. 
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He says, when it was stated to him, he immediately set 7 JUNE 1790. 

down the substance of the conversation, and requested his His pre. 

deauty, Mr. Miller, to seal it up with his own seal, which he tendeddme-

a· h· F h . 1 d moran um 
1 at IS request. or w at purpose was It sea e up? of~eonver-

11{ L k· P h f'b . d d satlOnre-.' r. ar inS says, lor t e express purpose 0 emg pro uce ,speetingthe 
as his testimony of that conversation, at the time and at the present. 

period when it passed. No\v we are in the third year of 
this trial. Mr. Larkins had heard of'the intended accusation 
of Mr. Hastings when he wrote this letter. Mr. Larkins 
has since transmitted an affidavit with respect to the 
bonds, with respect to the period of their indorsement, with 
respect to the letter of' the 22nd of May, and all those 
transactions; but yet this letter is unsealed at this time, 
and is not sent over to us, as [far as can be learnt from] 
any testimony that I have yet heard upon the subject. 
It appears to me that Mr. Larkins would have done 
much better, instead of making all these observations for 
which we are to take his word, and the affidavits for 
which we are to take his oath, however contradictory the 
one may be to the other,-it seems to me he would have 
provided better for the defence of his character and for his 
friend, if be had sent over this with his seal, and with a 
l'roper attestation that it had not been opened since that 
period. I cannot help observing that this omission is at 
best a very singular and curious fact, and very much calling 
for the obilervation of your Lordships. 

With regard to the present of N undulul, I said that Concte .. rl·th 
h ·1· dh menoe t ere ,vere no l>arbcu ar CIrcumstances ;-an t. ere are none. present 

F I t · b d· .. . from Mr. or canno conCClve great secrecy to e a Iscrlmmatmg Anderson. 

circumstance, because great secrecy belongs to the circum-
stances of everyone of' these presents, exeept that of Cheyt 
Sing, and of that to a considerable degree. But it does 
nppear remarkable that, at the time of receiving this money 
from N undulul, Mr. Anderson was in the greatest confidence 
of Mr. Hastings, and employed by him in. situations of the 
greatest trust, living in private familiarity with him and em-
ployed in trusts of the greatest confidence,-it does appear 
remarkable that Mr. Hastings should conceal that present 
of Nundulul from Mr. Anderson, who declares that from 
Mr. Hastings he never heard a word of that or of any other 
present whatever. . 

The present of Kelleram stands, undoubtedly, in many KelleJ'&lll'. 
respects upon a footing peculiar to itself. The first attempt present • 

. t·r ·t· h t· t b h t· Pretenceot to JUS 1 Y·l IS, t alt was not a presen, ut t a It was a its being .. 
Z 2 peshcusil. 
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7 Ju~790. peshcush. And by a peshcush, I, who am not conversant in 
Indian terms, understand something a little analogous to a 
fine paid upon the renewal of a lease, such as is paid in 
this or any other European country. With respect to this 
peshcush, we have completely proved, both by written amI 
oral testimony at your Lordships' bar, that there is a fixed 
peshcush which bears a very small proportiQn indeed to the 
rent, and that no such pe"hcush as that was received from 

Proo
b

. f.oti~ Dinagepore, Nuddea, or Kclleram. That it was not a 
emgapn- bl' h h h fi b db . vate gift to pu IC pes cus ,sue as was t to e owne, ut a prIvate 

)fr.H""t- h Gr' . ings. present to t e overnor, appears Jrom vanous CIrcumstances. 
First, by his secrecy upon the subject; for, if he lmd an 
opportunity of letting the lands at a high price, at which, it 
appears, he did let ~hem, and if, over and above that, he llUd 
induced Kelleram to pay a fine to a considerable amount, he 
would, undoubtedly, have stated to the Company his merit 
in letting those lands, inasuluch as he would have let them 
with an advantage in the rent, and an additional advantage 
in respect of the fine besides. Instead of that, we find it kept 
a profound secret from Mr. Hastings' friend, till it appeared, 
I believe, in the course of the inquiry in the House of Com
mons, in some shape, in the course of this impeachment. 

Mr. Hastings now avows it, but he long kept it secret, 
and we have proved that secrecy. \Ve have also proved
which is very material-that that secret was inviolably kept 
by Mr. Hastings, till public rumour had published it to the 
world. 'Ve have proved by the evidence of Mr. Anderson,-

Eyidenooof we have proved by the evidence of Mr. l\Ioore,-we have 
WItnesses. proved by the evidence of Mr. Y oung,-not, I believe, by 

the evidence of Mr Shore, for he was not positive of having 
heard it before the year 1782, but he thinks he heard it 
before,-but we have proved by the evidence of every gen
tleman called to your Lordships' bar that they did hear of 
this money given by Kelleram to Mr. Hastings; and it is 
worthy of your Lordships' while to recollect the terms in 
which the different witnesses expressed themselves upon 
that subject. Mr. Moore said he heard it; Mr. Young said 
he heard it; Mr. Anderson said he heard it, but did not 
believe it; Mr. Shore said that he heard it, bnt concluded 
that it was Gunga Govind Sing who had abused Mr. Hast
inG'S' name, and not Mr. Hastings who had accepted it. 
N~ed I say any more to prove that it was not a public fine or 
public peshcush ? Need I say any more to prove that it was 
a criminal and not a meritorious receipt of money, when I 
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find that every witness says he beard it as a report against 1 Ju~190. 
Mr. Hastings, and that these witnesses who are particularly 
filvourable to Mr. Hastings, such as Mr. Anderson and 
Mr. Shore, tell you,-one, that he heard it without believing 
it; the other, that he heard it and thought it was an abuse 
of Mr. Hastings' name by Gunga Govind Sing, who had 
received it fOl' himself? Nothin~ can be more conclusive 
than these testimonies, with regard to its not being a regular 
peshcush or fine, but an irregular, illicit, blameable,present, 
as I have stated it. 

It also appears that he did let to Kelleram about that time Fa~ofthfe 
• • provlUCOO 

a. very conslderable farm, no less than the provlllce of Behar. Behar let to 
,y h I L d h· I 1 1 . h' . 1 Kcllera.m. eave provel to your or SipS t!at 1e et It nn Wit 1 

unusual circumstances; we have proved to your Lordships 
that he let it him in perpetuity, contrary to the opinion of 
the Company upon that subject; we have proved that he let 
it to him without any collatcr.ll security, contrary to the 
universal' practice of letting farms; we have proved that The joint 

he let Kelleram and Cullian Sing the joint office of diwan ~r-'.?:nO!nd 
nnd f,trmer, two offices which do not appear ever before to ~~lY::..:::.tto 
have been joined, and which I conceive to be joined first in ~~dCnUia.n 
that instance, because in a subsequent minute it is stated mg. 

that the junction of these two offices, though not common', 
is not unprecedented, for it was so in the case, of Cullian 
Sing and Kelleram; from whence I conclude that was itself 
the first innovation, and was the original precedent for such 
B junction of two offices so apparently incompatible. 

Upon the junction of these two offices we have asked all Check cd b 

the different witnesses. Mr. Moore says the diwan ought to r;':j~c- ~ 
be a check upon the farmer. Mr. Young says the same. tlOn. 

Mr. Anderson saY$, after a considerable degree of pressing, 
that he believes he might be so, and after a number of ques-
ti!)nil he adds-that he owns he does think it possible that, 
when they arc in t.he same person, the same check may not 
exist. Therefore, we have shown that, in this case, he not :'roofs of 

only took the present illicitly from Kelleram, but that he :f~~H~~ 
appointed him to a. farm with unusual circumstances; that mOl1e~. 
be gave him power uuusual to a farmer, by connecting with his 
farm the situation ofdiwan; that he took from hiI'n no collateral 
securities, as he did from the other fitriners. If, joining all 
these circumstances together, your Lordships can conceive 
that this money was taken for the Company, I confess I 
shall be at a loss to know how it is possible to prove the 
corrupt receipt of money from any man, more especially 
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'I Ju~ 1'190. when,having [proved] that it Wll8 received illegally, I add 
that he did do a benefit to that man, did abolish the usual 
checks that were upon him, and did abstain from taking the 
usual collateral security which from persons in that situation 
was constantly demanded. 

,Mr. Hast- In addition to this, I would wish your Lordships to recol-
lD!'Swarned 1 MY' '.1 • hi h h h h of ~elle- ect r. oung s eVluence, lD wee states to you t at e 
~~: ro~nR:~ foretold to Mr. Hastings what wo.uld be the effect of appoint
trust. ing Kelleram; that he, who had been in the province and 

Part otthe 

:?~:l;:; 
Mr.HlISt· 
ings by 
GungaGo
vind Sing. 

was acquainted with all the circumstances of it, did warn 
Mr. Hastings that Kelleralll was not fit for the trust, and 
not a man likely to answer as a farmer for the Company. All 
these warnings were completely disregarded by Mr. Hastings. 
The farm was let to him without security, and without check 
from the diwan, under all the circumstances I have stated; 
and it has also been proved that from this man he did take a 
considerable su~ of money,.contrary to law and the orders 
of the Directors ;-"-itis to be remarked, too, that .he took it 
by his instrument, Gunga Govind Sing. 

The witnesses have been asked, and have said that they 
did not know any connection Gunga Govind Sing had with 
these provinces. But yet it does appear that he was the 
receiver of this money for Mr. Hastings, and paid it over to 
Mr. Crofts, by Mr. Hastings' desire,--not all, as I shall state; 
and though the remainder may be a small pad, it is well 
worth your Lordships' consideration. It nppears by Mr_ 
Larkins' account that the Patna money, which is Kelleram's 
money,-for it does not appear to be known to Mr. Larkins that 
it was Mr_ Hastings' money, for Mr. Hastings makes confi
dences by halves even to those he most entrusts,-the whole 
receipt appears to be two lacs 21,000 rupees, and what was 
paid to Mr. Crofts appears to be only two lacs; so. that there is 
a balance of 21,000 rupees, which is about 2,0001. I admit 
that not to be a very large sum; but yet it is equally con
clusive for proving the purposes for which Mr. Hastings 

R':!~J':t of took this sum, and the purposes for which he conceived it to 
~"id to the be given; because, if Mr. Hastings had taken it for the Com-

ompany. pany, and Gunga Govind Sing had received two lacs and 
21,000 rupees, he would have said the Company must have 
the two lacs and 21,000 rupees; whereas he gives them 
only the two lacs, and with regard to the remaining 2,0001., 
that is in Gunga Govind Sing's hands, 118 Mr. Ha:;tings' agent. 
It is Mr. Hastings' property, if he can recover it from Gunga 
Govind Sing, and not the Company's, tiU Mr. Hastings gives 
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it over to the Company. And, though the sum is small, it 711101790 

serves to show the light in which he receives it; because 
no man that is the agent for another receiving 22,000l., 
thinks himself, if he pays 20,000l., relieved from the other 
two. Therefore, this serves to show the light in which 
Mr. Hastings received it-as money for himself and not for 
the Company,-because he pays only part of it over to the 
Company. 

My Lords, this observation which I apply to the Patna 
money applies, perhaps, still stronger to the money received 
froID Dinagepore. There you will perceive, if you wiJIlook Part or tho 

in Mr. Lar1cius' account, in page 1156 of your Minutes, that, :.!r~e':l r:m 
of the Dinugepore money, there has been received three lacs ~~:::r,:'gre 
and 6,000 rupees. There has been paid to Mr. Crofts only 'Py()~':.d.ga 
two lacs-they state for charges to the amount of 9,000; and ~in~ 
the balance remaining in the hands of Gunga Govind Sing an • 

they state to be 97,000 rupees. Then in the account, at the end, 
it says the Dinagepore peshcush ought to be four lacs j that 
there were received only three and that there remains one. 
Of N uddea there was no balance. Of Patna there were 
four; there were received only two, of that there remains 
two. 

It appears, therefore, that Gunga Govind Sing hUll re- Total 

ceived for Mr. Hastings three lacs and 6,000 rupees, and =~~~ by 

had paid to Mr. Crofts only two lacs, and, deducting the ~~~~ 
charges, there remains in: his hand 97,000 rupees-a sum 
nearly equal to 10,0001. sterling. I wish here to as~ the 
defendant, if this was the Company's money and he was 
acting as steward, upon what principle he admits Gunga 
Govind Sing to retain 2,0001. of the Patna, and near 10,000l. 
of the Dinagepore present? What is his situation? Is he 
1\ defaulter, insolvent,-a person who being willing to pay has 
not been able to pay? If he is any of these, Mr. Hastinga ~u~Go
may make some excuse for himself. But, since the periods I ~~~:':"%t 
have been mentioning, Mr. Hastings has employed him in ~~t'!:;."bY 
most important concerns, and he finishes his government ~r. Hast· 

with leaving a most excellent character of him and addressina logs. 

the Board and Council in his favour. In favour of whom? 
-in favour of a man who, according to this account of Mr. 
Larkins, u in possession of 12,000l. of the Company's money, 
which he had received 80 long ago as the year 1780 or 1781, 
and of which he has neV!lr paid a single shilling, to the time 
I am spenking or to the latest accounts from India. 
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7 .TUl'IB 1790. Let l\fr. Hastings do-what, if he had done it from viliuous 
Pleaofac- principles, would be the last effort of virtue, but such an 
~';.\'~:Of effort of virtue as I never knew any honourable man apply 
:':~::fg to---:.let it be admitted that he has gone through all these 
~~~~~r dark roads and ways of 'corruption,-made nimself liable to 
pany. suspicion in a thousand instances,-that llC has recci,'ed 

money for which, if he had been ddected at the instant, be 
must be found guilty of bribery,-that he bas done all this,
that he has blasted his charactcr,-all for the pnrpOl'e of 
government, for filling their coffers and increasing their 
revenue: be it so!-I apply to him as a rigid steward for 
the India Company. Not contented with their regular dues, 
he goes and gets for them what he could not get in any 

, ~~co~""ti: other way than as presents to himself:-be this al,;o! But 
'o.ew,thhlS h Ii h' d G G' d leniency to OW are we to account or IS eon uct to unga ovm 
~~'Si~ Sing, who was an instrument in those measures, who has 

actually, according to his account, had this 12,0001. in his 
hand since 1780, and, has never acco~nted for it in any 
manner whatever? If he had acted for the Company, he 
would not have been content with paying to the Company 
what Gunga Govind Sing paill him, but he would have 
made him pay every shilling he reech'ed from Kelleram and 
Dinagepore. 

The snm It is illlpossible to be accounted for upon a principle of 
left with • • • 1 'bl b - P 
Gun" .... Go· mnocence: It IS not on y POSSI e ut easy to account lor 
~~hs.:::.gor it upon a principle of guilt. 'If it be true, as I contend, that 
the bribe. !\fr. Hastings received all these sums for himself, tllough 

afterwards from particular circumstances he has thought it 
convenient to confess them and place them to the Company's 
account--if all that is true, all this is explained. 'Why was 
Gungs Govind Sing to have 12,000l. in his hands 1 Because 
it was his share of the bribe; for no man can employ men in 
illegal and corrupt transactions without paying handsomely, 
liberally, and, may be, as they may think, exvrbitantly, for their 
labour. Gunga Govind Sing, though a Hindu, knows the 
act of the 13th of the King, as wcll as your Lordships know 
it; and he knew that, the moment Mr. Hastings employed 
bim to take money from Dinagepore and Kelleram, Mr. 
Hastings was employing him in an illicit traffic for which 
Mr. Hastings was answerable. Gunga Govind Sing knew 
the trust reposed in him, and did as persons will in such 
employment do-" If I am to have a share in the crime let 
me have a share in the profit,"-and the profit seems tolerably 
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well divided. But that Mr. Hastings, with this rigid 7 JUNE 1790. 

economy for the Company, I;hould, knowing their distl'ceil, -
lcave such a sum in Gunga Govind Sing's hand, and then 
after that raise Gunga Govind Sing to such placcs of trust 
and confidence, is a conduct not to be accounted for by any 
reasonable man whatever. 

I trust your Lord:lhips have considered thc different lctters Illconsis

that I have laid before you; and I could almost ventnre- i'i~[i~~s~lr. 
though, perhaps, it might be too rash, a challenge-to put rh~Ot~~~~ 
the whole of this trial upon this fact,-if the Counsel can ti~ns 1~' th 
prove that, in anyone letter of Mr. Hastings, he has stated ;n:~'.lilt~. e 

anyone fact exactly in the way in which it has turned out 
upon examination, I would almost consent that your Lord-
ships should acquit him. And yet, when a person has written 
five or Ilix letters, everyone of them giving a different 
account, it would be considered as a mntter of some unfortun-
ate fatality thnt, out of so mnny chanccs he has hnd for 
llpcaking the truth-having spoken so differently in ev.ery 
one--there does not' happen anyone that is preciscly con-
sistent with the truth, whenever it has been explained in 
evidence at the bar of your Lordships. 

My Lords, the characteristic of the whole of this business TIIIl sccrcsy 
• d \" h . k b and mystery IS secrecy an mystery. 'f ere t ese accounts cpt y C~l1nccted 
Mr. Larkins? One would think Mr. Larkins might· be With them. 

trusted. I am sure all his conduct since seems to show him 
to he Q, man who might be trusted as an agent by Mr. Hast-
ings. 'Vere they all kept by Mr. Crofts? I ani sure that, Tho ~ith. 
when Mr. Hastings had \ forgiven Mr. Crofts that material ~~~~Ii~~n~ 
error of paying the Nawab 16,OOOl. more than was due to ;:':I~.i9 
him, Mr. Hastings had a right to expect at least fidelity from 
Mr. Crofts, if you can conceive that personal fidelity can 
belong to a person that has been guilty of so great a breach 
of public trust. If he trusted neither to Mr. Larkins nor 
Mr. Crofts, did he trust entirely to Gunga. Govind Sing 
himself ? No, that does not appeal'. For the manner in 
which Mr. Larkins gets at all thcsc f.1cts is very singular. 
Mr. Larkins says that his official situation had made him 
suspect that MI'. Hastings had received sums; he went to 
him, and advised him to mention them, and he says:-

"The particulars of the paper, No.1, were read over to me from a 
Beogal paper by his baoya, Cantoo Baboo, and, if I am not mistaken, 
the three first lines of that No.2 were read over to me from a Persian 
paper bI his munshi. The translation of these oarticu1a.rs made by me 
was, aa I verily believe, the first complete me~orandum that he ever 
possessed of them in the English language; and I am confident that if 
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,'111101790. I had not suggested to him the necessity of his taking this precaution, he 
- would at this moment have been unable to have afforded any such infor

mation concerning them." 

Now, whether Mr. Larkins was Mr. Hastings' good or evil 
genius in advising him to have these things translated and 
appear in the way in which they have appeared, may be left 
for your Lordships to determine. But what I beg your 
Lordships to observe is, that, so far from trusting Mr. Crofts 
-so far from trusting Mr. Larkins, or even Can too Baboo,
it appears that Mr. Larkins collected this himself from a 
Bengal paper read to him by Canto:> Baboo. With regard 
to the other, he does not say much of it, but that the three 
first lines were read by the Persian munshi, which is, I 
suppose, a servant that wrote the Persian language. So 

Irr,*lIlarity that these accounts, instead of being kept in that plain 
of accounts. d d· hi h ld . h all an rrect manner w c every man wou WIS ac-

counts in, but in which he would particularly wish to keep 
accounts of such a delicate nature, were kept, some in 
English, some in Persian, some with Cantoo Baboo, some 
with the munshi, some with Larkins, some with Crofts; 
and he never had a complete statement of them all, down to 
that period. So little was he able to account to the 
Company for the moneys, that he could not account for them 
himself. He had them lying in different papers, in different 
languages, and had not a correct statement of them upon 
which his private honour as a gentleman, and his public 
character as a minister of the India Company, must depend, 
iu the eyes of his masters and iu the eyes of the world, when 
they should scrutinise his conduct! 

Difficulty of My Lords, I confess that there may be questions put to 
~~M~:illg me which I should find some difficulty in answering. If it 
Hastings' were said to me-" You have exposed,"-as I think I have syst.em ot 
fr .... d. -" a system of complicated fraud, deceit, concealment, 

falsehood, misrepresentation, which undoubtedly precludes 
the possibility of innocence j" - that I suppose must be 
granted me;-but it may be asked me-" can you set np 
any rational scheme of fraud to which these papers answer?" 
In one or two instances I have attempted it; in the case of 
Gun<7a Govind Sing and the bonds. But it may be said-,
"wh~re was the use, suppo~ing he meant to defraud the 
Company, of originally telling them of the money at all ! 
1Vhere was the use of defrauding in one shape in one 
instance, in another shape in another,-for leaving some in 
bonds, some in deposits,-for remembering some and forget~ 
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tin~ others,-and' remembering some instances in parts 7 JUliE 1700. 
whIch made the most against him ?" I can say nothing of -
that. I cannot form any rational system of guilt; but I 
think innocence is completely and certainly excluded. I will Pro~able 
venture one conjecture and one only. One conjecture is =~T ~~_ 
this,-that, by leaving these things in this uncertainty and planation •• 

half explanation, he left a guard for whatever might be 
detected. If, in the first instance, he had said to the Com
pany,-" I applied this money which was taken from Sada-
nund for your use, for Colonel Camac'l!! detachment,"-which 
would have been the natural thing, he then was liable to 
this difficulty, that, if we had proved any other present, he 
lOust have accounted for having brought that, too, to the 
Company's account. If, for instance, we had proved the 
money received from Kelleram, he must have proved some 
public use made of that money; whereas, having'mentioned 
the money without mentioning Sadanund, the giver, if we 
found out anI other present, he might. have said, "Oh! that 
is the sum I applied to Colonel Camac's detachment, anel 
which I offered in my own name, in that manner which some 
called ostentati9us, before Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis. 

So in .other instances. He stated, in a letter of the 22d of 
May, these sums without names. He had heard a rumour of 
Kelleram. If he had stated he had received so much money 
and received it from Kelleram; if he had stated the appli
cation of that sum; if we subsequently detected any other 
sum, he could not cover that under the name of Kelleram. 
But. in this way of covering it, stating one sum as a pesh
eush, one through the hands of Gunga Goyind Sing, one 
from Sadanund, another from N undulul, &c., he stands in this 
situation,-that, whenever we detect a new bribe, he may say, 
,r Oh! that is the sum that I applied in such a way." 

That is one of the !!rounds upon which I can suppose Contrast t of 
• - cover ness 

thIS system of darkness, concealment and fraud [to have of guilt with 

b d · dl B I h h" h openne.sot een eVlse. ut ope t at It IS no same .to me, innocence. 

that it is no disgrace to an honest man, to say that he 
haa not skill enough to detect the use, the objects and 
the purposes, of all the intricacies and the windings 
of the fraudulent. I only say that I know them by 
their face and character; that honest men do not pre
varicate, they do not give different accounts of a transac~ 
tion, particularly transactions as to money, in which every 
man's private honour is supposed to be immediately and 
delicately concerned. All these things, I can say, have 
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7 lUNB1790. never been done by innocence. But I am not bound to 
- account for all the windings of fraud and guilt. I do not 

know them. Thank God! I do not wish to know them. 
But this I can say, they are not the paths of innocence. 
How and in what shape they lead to the purposes of guilt I 
know not. Perhaps they do not lead judiciously to those 
purposes; for those who think they can conceal their guilt 
by windingil and cunning may find themselveil the dupes or 
their own deceit; but they are not to be acquitted became 
they have done that without effect which they intended to 
do for the worst purposes. 

Conceal· 
ment by 
mea.nsof 
alsehood. 

I said cursorily, in the beginning of this business, that 
when he gave general answers I would make no reply; 

• 
But if I am to judge from his conduct I must think otherwise, 
because 1 Ilerceive that falsehood, and not silence, has gener
ally been the engine of his concealment. To involve truth 
in a variety or circumstances which may make it invisible 
to common eyes i-at one time, to tell something like the 
truth; at other time:", to deviate from it more widely; at 
others, to contradict it directly i-to bring a variety of f.'\cts 
unexplained, in order that you may not be able to distinguish 
which sum belong~ to whicl~ fact and which date, and which 
period to which particular event ;--this has been his mode of 
concealment. I do not know how I can account for this. I 
cannot illustrate it better than by the image used by the 
greatest of poet;;, and of the first date, in describing that 
sort of mist which envelopes the hills i-he says, " Such mists 
are not friendly indeed to the shepllerd and to the cultivator, 
but to the robber they are better than even the darkness of 
the night itself."t Giving by that an idea, which is, perhaps, 
as just and correct as it is expressive-that a certain obscu
rity derived from thickn~ss is still more favourable to the 
pursuits of the guilty than that species of darkness which 
results from the absolute want of any light whatever,-in
as-much as it is more difficult to di~pcl by new light that 
sort of mist which prevents tbe usual and natural operation 
of light, than to dispel aU darkness whatever. I, therefore, 
have no other principle to account for his conduct but that 
which 1 have stated. Suffice it forme tbat there is no principle 
upon which it can be accounted for consistent with innocence • 

.. The words omitted are a quotation from a Latin author, not reported. 
t lll>mer's 'Diad, Book Ill., line 10,-

.. E&r' DpEos rcopV4>iiQ" NOTOS rcIlTOXEU." oI'IXll."", 
JlO'l'EQ'1II tl6T. ,I""". 1<".,..,.,11 .... II1IlCTbs tlj.lEl ... "-
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I have proved the substantive crimes which I have stated. UUNlI1790. 

I am contented to rcst there for judgment. But I have A~VlLtion 
!lpent much of your Lordships' time-I hope I have not mis- r!l,:=b~ 
spent it-by showing that these crimes were not only sub- countsoClt. 

stantive crimes, as b.·eaches of an Act of Parliament, but 
that they were attended with all the circumstances that proye 
thc maw animus, and aggravate the commission of any crime 
whatever. 1\Iany of your Lordships have sat in courts of 
justice; many of yOUl" I. .. ordships, who have not sat there, 
have attended there liS spectators,' as I may have done; and, 
I believe, your Lordships have found that, in aU criminal 
C:tses. it has always been considered as the mo:!t powerful 
medium, next to positive evidence, and sometimes superior 
even to positive evidence itself, of proving the guilt of any 
criminal, that he has given false accounts relative to the 
transaction, upon the subject of the criminal inquiry. 

1\Iy Lords, in the case of the condemnation of a very un- c,?~pa.riso~ 
happy, but, I believe, a very guilty, man to the greatest :'!n~ted 
punishment which our law knows for the greatest crime-I murderer. 

mean for murder,-the judge in pronouncing his sentence 
used these words-" In your case, the fal"e accounts given 
by yourself, the misrepresentations that you llave held out to 
Sir William 'Vheler, the endeavours that vou have used to 
prevent a full inquiry and discovery of the truth of the case, 
the strange conversations which you have held at different 
times, and a variety of other circumstances, leave no doubt of 
your guilt. .. • The judge in stating that, in my opinion, did 
well j for there enn be no greater proof of the truth of the 
charge against any man than the variety of false accounts 
which he has gi,"en upon the subject. 

l\Iy LorJ~ thi~ Wa:! upon a difierent subject, but 1 would 
almost venture to apply every word of it to the present 
case :-"The false accounts given by yourself,"-I have stated 
abundance of false accounts are given by Mr. Ha.sting!! • 
• , The misrepresentations that you have held out," -Mr. 
Hastings has held out misrepresentations to the court of 
Directors, to his own friends, to the Board at Calcutta, to 
the House of Commons upon his Defence, and to everyone 
with whom he has conversed upon the subject. "The en
deavours that you have used to prevent a full inquiry and 

• The ease ref~ to is the trial of Capt. DonelIan, for the murder, by 
poiSOD, or his brother--in-law, Sir Theod06ius Bonghton, Bart. lIe was exe
cuted OIl the 3rd of April, 1781. 
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7 JU~790. discovery of the truth·. of the case,"-for the endeavours 
which Mr. Hastings has used to pret'ent an inquiry into his 
conduct, can I go to stronger evidence than all that passed 
upon the subject of the accusation of N undcomar? ·Without 
going back to the presents anterior to the Act, the evasion 
which he makes of all the Company's questions, who ask 
him~ with respect to the circumstances they had a r;ght to 
ask, as to why he took bonds, &c.,-he constantly evades 
this, by saying ",1 either thought you did not want an answer, 
or that I had given one." "The strange conversation .. ,"
we have proved, not strange conversations, but strange 
writings, which are better than conversations, because they 
are not likely to be mistaken. . 

All these circumstances, which, in a case of the greatest 
crime-and the greatest crime at least ought to be presumed 
-ina case of the greatest crime, subjecting a man to the loss 
of his life, were considered, and rightly considered, as strong 
circumstances of proof of the guilt of this unfortunate and 
guilty man to whom I allude-all these circumstances occur 
in the case of Mr. Hastings. For he has given as many 
false accounts, as . many misrepresentations, he has made as 
many endeavours to prevent a full inquiry and discovery 
of the truth of the case, and he has held as many strange 
conversations by writing as ever this man did by words, in 
order to conceal his crimes. Thus he was guilty of all these 
things. They were Dot mere breaches of the Act of Parlia
ment, but they were corrupt presents, in the worst sense of 
the word corruption, taken for bad purposes by him, and only 
afterwards applied to the use of the Company. 

Dere)!,cetoof The words, " applied to the use of the Company," lead me 
app Ie" Ion d fi h' I I . '11 b of the pre- to the only e ence w lC 1 can concen'e POSSl) e to e !'let 
~~~~rt~h~he up for this gentleman. I would beg leave to ask your Lord
Company. ships then, conversant as you are with the Jaw, whether in 

any other case such a defence could be set up ? 

ClISe ora 
torger who 
returns the 
nmount of 
biB frsud. 

At the time when forgery was only a misdemeanour and 
not capital by the law, if a man had been found guilty of 
forgery, could he possibly avoid the penalties of that crime 
by proving that he had paid back the sum which he had 
fraudulently gained by his forgery? Certainly not; there 
could be no doubt upon tbnt subject: but there is a particular 
decision upon that, I believe, by Chief Baron Pengelly in 
the case 0 of Hall. But it is not worth while to quote 
a case upon the subject, because it is clear in point of fact 
that he that has done a criminal act shall not gct rid of 
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that criminal act by merely discharging himself of the profit 71UNE 1790. 

he has made by it. -
To state it more familiarly, I should like to put it in 

nny case of corruption. It is illegal in this country to Corr.parison 

take a bribe for the election of a member of Parliament. ~:~l:.,~r~!:' 
If it were proved upon any man that he had taken a ~~~;fi:ber 
bribe for his vote, in the election of a member of Par- ment. 

liament ;-if it could be proved by any member of your ~~~':,.';~.:.ote 
Lordships' House, or of the House of Parliament to which ment. 

I have the honour to belong, - which I trust will never ~et:!.~,~~. 
be proved against any member of either,-that we had 
taken a bribe for our vote in Parliament,-would it be any 
palliation, would it be listened to as an excuse for having 
broken the law in that instance, that we could prove that, 
before the indictment was preferred against u~, we had 
actually either paid back that bribe to the person who gave it 
us, or had given it to the Sinking Fund, or for any other 
publio purpose whatever? 

It might be said in that case, what is the Cl·ime of a mem
ber of Parliament taking 1Ooney-l nm putting by the case 
of an elector,-what is the crime of a member of Parliament 
taking 1I10ney for his vote 1 The crime is, first of all, that 
he breaks the law. The next crime is, that he makes 
himself le;3s fit to do the duty and to execute the publio 
trust that belongs to his station. 

Dut all these arguments are against Mr. Hastings. He 
hns broken the law j and he, by accepting these bribes, had 
an influence upon his mind which rendered him less fit to 
execute the duties of -his public station. Mr. Hastings says, 
in his Defence-" I took the bribes indeed, but 1 acted as 1 
should have done if I had not taken them. Did I spare 
Cheyt Sing on account of the bribe he paid me? Certainly 
not. " Would it be any defence of any member of either 
House to say-" Certainly, I took the bribe, but I can prove 
that I acted contrary to the intention of him who gave it me ?" 
Mr. Hastings might say, "I took it myself, bl.1t I gave it to 
the public.'" So we might say,-" We took it nominally for 
ourselves." and might add the same merit Mr. Hastings adds; 
for I may say that, by takin:z a bribe for my yote which did not 
influence it, and by transferring that bribe to the Sinking Fund, 
I gained 1\ sum of money to the public which it could never 
have had in any othel" shape, except through my bribery and 
corruption. There is no difference between the two cases. 

Suppo~e the case to be, as I have stated, of a member of c~ of a 

P I· . th f b f P lia- MmISter ar lament ;-suPPOS'l It was e case 0 a mem er 0 ar taltinga 
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7 JVNlI1790. ment or one of the King's Ministers, as to foreign transac
brib;&oma tions-whieh may in some respects appear nearer the case, 
~ri~~~ but in reality is not a jot so. Suppose any of hisM:ajesty's 

:Ministers wel'e to take a bribe from any of the Princes of 
Europe, woulU it would be a good plea, when accused of 
t.hat offence, to say-" It is true I took the brihe, but I was 
so far from }Jutting it in my pocket that I used it for the 
King's secret service, in which I was intrusted, I credited 
that account for it, and every shilling which I received from 
the Minister of this or that Prince or republic in Europe, I 
applied to the secret service money of Great Britain." 

That is Mr. Hastings' defence :-" I broke the law; I 
received money from Nobkissin; I received money from 
Kelleram; I received money from Sadanund; I received 
money from Dinagepore; from N uddea; from the Wazir ; 
but all this money I expended either in public services or in 
the secret services, as 1 state, of the Company, in the expen
diture of which I was, in~rusted." No such plea. would be 
endured. The answer would be plain and obvious--" You 
gained that money for the public in a scandalous way, dero
gatory to the public honour, and have rather aggravated 
than palliated your crime by involving the public in the 
di$honour and shame that belongs only to yoursel£" They 
would say that, as it was dishonourable to the public, so it 
was in an equal proportion um;nfe for the public; for they 
would say that, if this or that Minister, or jf this Qr that 
member of Parliament, presumes to take money in this way, 
and gives it to the public, how do we know but he has 
millions behind which he conceals under the favour of this 
whieh he discovers,-which he keep" for hi" own private 
purposes? 

Defence of In every view, the defence is rather an aggravation of the 
using the • B h d fi h °t· d I presonts for crime. ut even t at e ence, suc as 1 IS, oes not npp y 
theC?rn- to all the presents he has taken; because, as to the only one 
pany S Ber-.. • 
vice not wluch I have hitherto forborne to observe particularly 
:YtPi~~a~: upon-I Dlean the present from Nobkissin-he states
The present "I received it from N obkissin; I offered to borrow it, he 
from Nob- dOd O. " 
ki.sin. esn'e to give It me. 

There is an Act of Parliament, passed since the period to 
which I allude, and therefore which does not undoubtedly 
attach upon .Mr. Hastings as an Act of Parliament, but 
which may serve as a comment upon past laws, and as a 
declaration of what is the meaning and the sense of the 
Legislature of Great Britain-there}s an Act passed, which 
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says, that all demands for money in India of natives by '1 JUNE 1790. 

Englishmen, under such circumstances, shall be considered -
as extortion. That Act of Parliament certainly did not 
attach upon Mr. Hastings; but when your Lordships con-
sider that he wa.~ Governor General, that he applied and 
solicited for a loan from Nobkissin, and that Nobkissin ebose 
rather to give him the money than to lend it either to bim 
or the Company, whatever Mr. Hastings might conceive, 
there can be little doubt but that Nobkissin considered him-
self as a person upon wbom extortion was committed 

'Vhy did Mr. Hastings take it? He says, because he was Plea of dis

in great distress, and that his salary was not at that time ~l':';'frn':,~ 
paid 'Ve have proved that, in this time, when he says his being paid. 

salary was not paid, he had an opportunity of remitting 
20,0001. to Great Britain, a sum which makes two thirds of 
the present from Nobkissin. 'Ve have, therefore, proved 
that the pretence for that is false. But did he receive it for Admission 

the benefit of the public? He tells you, no I He says ~~r:~or 
fairly-" I took· that sum of money to reimburse myself the money. 

expenses "-expenses which you have allowed? no-" ex-
penees which you have expressly forbidden I" For I beg to 
put your Lordships \n mind that we have brought in evi-
dence before you a letter from the Directors subsequent to 
the Act of 1763, in which they state that they consider the 
slllary of the GoverJlor 80 complete a provision, exclusive of 
nil other perquisit II, that they consider it as gratuitous to 
Mr. Hastings tho.t they allow him even to occupy their 
house at Calcutta,-so far from allowing for employing an 
aid-de-eamp and other contingent charges. 

He states that he took it, and then tells tlie Company, 
in direct contradiction to his letter written three years 
before,-

.. If you think this will be mischievous as a precedent, all I can say is, 
that it will be lesl mischievous than leaving me "-with all the merits 
which he gets to himself upon that occasion-" in the Rituation of a 
man who, having spent his life in the accumulation of crores for your 
benefit, is doomed in its close to suffer the extremity of private want and 
to link in obscurity.". 

'Vith regard to the extremities of private want, we have AnBwerto 
d t L d h" 'u· H - , pretence of prove 0 your or s IpS remIttances upou J.ur. astmgs want. 

account to the amount of between 200,0001. and 300,0001., a 

• Extract from letter to the Directors, 2] st February, ] 784.~Printed in the 
Miuntes of the Evidence," p. 1120. 

VOL. II. A. A. ' 
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7 JUl!IB 1190. great part of which was remitted to his own attornies. In 
- that very year we prove the remittance of 20,0001. We 

have also submitted to your Lordships a letter of )lr. Hast
ings. written three years before from Patnn, in which he 
states that, if they will give him that 100,OOOl., well and 
good; it will enable him to live with a ~plendour suitable to 
the situation which he has held; but he eays, the time which 
they have permitted him to fill that government has enabled 
him to realise a fortune, with which he can be contented in a 
more humble station. 

That is his description of his circumstances in 17"82. From 
that time he enjoyed for two years longer, to the period of his 
letters from the Ganges, the same lucrative office. Mter 
having received this ample salary for two years more, he 

.comes to tell your Lordships that he is reduced to the extre
mities of private want ! . I hope your Lord,;hips do not 
imagine me to suppose, when I speak of remittances, what 
may be thecircumslfl~lfes of the defendant. I know they 
may be very far from good. I only show you, that, in that 
low way of taking it, they are not such as to any English 
mind give an idea of the extremities of private want. I 

His eonside- mention this particular present because it is one which he 
ration of' fi dl . h b I' d h' d the P':"""IIt pro esse y WIS es to e app Ie to IS own purpose, an 
:"~";,r which he puts in discharge of what he calls a contingent 
:~,:'=t bill, unauthorised by the Company, directly contrary to what 

they state that the salary shall stand in lieu of the whole of, 
and which he confesses he had not intended to bring to the 
Company's account. 

In, this respect he may be construed easily-" If these 
inqui,ries in the House of Commons,-if these terrifying 
charges of maladministration,~had not taken place, if all 
these circumstances had not forced me to make a discovery, if 
I had not been forced to discover to you what I receiyed from 
Kelleram,.,-what Gunga Govind Sing received for me from 
Dinagepore,-if I had not been forced to give up all the 
articles "-which we state in this charge-" I should never 
have thought of this paltry account of 30,0001.; but, as I 
have been forced by all these circumstances to do it, I will 
keep as much of these presents as I can, and I insist upon 
this, Nobkissin's present, to pay me that for which I never 
thought of applying at all, and for which I can have no right 
to be paId." Is it not a sort of ostentation to say that he, 
an individual, would not have com.e upon the Company for 
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the payment of money which he was intitled to-an ostenta- 71uN1I1790. 

tion which he has complained or, and been in a manner very -
peculiary studious of avoiding? 

My Lords, the next subject upon which I have to speak The ~uc-
to your Lordships is of a very peculiar natUre indeed; it is =~~con
eontained in the fourteenth Article of these charges. ·W e ~!~h"i~~i~r:. 
have coupled with this the charge of the fourteenth Article, 
because, though the guilt stated in the fourteenth Article is 
of a different nature, yet it is such as may in some instances 
throw light upon the present. 

AA 2 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF THE RT. HOX. 
CHARLES JAMES FOX, MA.J.~AGER FOR THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, IN SUMMING UP THE 
EVIDENCE ON THE SIXTH, SEVENTH A...~D 

FOURTEENTH, ARTICLES OF THE CHARGE, 
RELATING TO PRESENTS; 9 Jmu; 1790. 

9lUBE 1790. My LORDs,-At the time when your Lordships allowed 
Pourteenth me to leave off, on :Monday last, I was about to draw your 
t~iC~. attention to that part of the evidence which has been laid 

before you during this session, and which relates to the four
teenth Article of this charge; to that subject I shall, there
fore, now, with your l~ave, proceed. 

The present My Lords, it may perhaps be necessary to begin with 
:o"~::'I::!n observing that it may, on the first appearance, seem 80mewhat 
accepted. singular, that we should hring as a charge ~<J'llinst Mr. Hast-

ings a present which we don't prove he accepted, but which, 
on the face of it, it appears he refused; but, when you attend 
to the evidence which has been given on this subject, you 
will be convinced that all tbnt is laid under the charge in 
the fourteenth Article is strictly true, and that it amounts to 
a considerable degree of criminality, added to that laid before 
your Lordships in the evidence on the sixth Article of charge. 

~':l:"roum. But! at ~he sa~e time, we are desirous ~f proceeding on this 
illustrative ArtIcle ImmedIately subsequent to the SIXth, because we con
f~r~o-'!~t- ceive that the conduct of Mr. Hastings on the business of 
:~:"i'.!!:. the fourteenth Article will serve to throw considerable light 
actions. upon all his conduct respecting those circumstances which 

Prest>nt of 
ten lacs 
received 
from the 
Wazir. 

were charged in the sixth Article, and which I stated to 
your Lordships on Monday. 

This Article relates to an offer made to Mr. HastinO's by 
the Wazir, in 1782, of a present of ten lacs of rupees; and 
we think that the evidence before your Lordships will COD

vince you that [his conduct] with regard to the present, 
though he appears in words to refuse it, amI though we by 
no means pretend to prove that he did, in point of fact, 

~i. ~.onduct receive the whole or any part of it, yet was such as was 
~ r:~r.:~. inconsistent with the duty of his situation, tending to set a 
~~r:tio~~ bad example with respect to all the servants in India; and 
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that, in the whole of the business, he was guilty of a very 91~17IIO. 
criminal ne",lcct with respect to the Company's interests, 
and more p;rticularly in not inquiring what had become of 
A consideraIJie part of the money which seems, as far as we 
can collect from the evidence, to have been actually advanced, 
but which certainly, in the opinion of Mr. Hastings, was 
actullUy advanced, from the Wazir, for the purpose of this 
present. 

The first paper which we shall produce upon this subject, ~r.,~BSt
because it is the first authentic proof we have of the offer of~~:::c:.r~DS 
any eum whatever, is Mr. Hastings' instructions to Major l?J!.~~ 
Palmer, which appears upon the consultations, not at or 
about the time in which those instructions were actually 
given, but considerably above a year subsequent to the 
period in which they were sent ;-1 allude to tbe consulta-
tion of the 21st of October, 1783, which is in puge 1265 of 
your Minutes. In that consuitlltion the Governor ~ General 
88y8:-

.. The frequent use which has been lately made of Major Palmer's 
name in the records of the late tramaction at Lucknow, the assertion 
made by Mr. John80n in his dtfence, that Major Palmer was at Lucknow 
in the character of a political .gent, and the private suggestions which 
have been conveyed to me of misconstructions passed on the nature and 
object of Major Palmer's deputation, compel me to lay before the Board 
the original instructions which he received from me, and which, if I can 
trust to my own recollection and the rule of conduct which I have 
invariably prescribed to myself in cases of this kind, were both seen and 
IIpproved of by the actual members oBhe Board. I own that it is with 
reluctance that I present them. They were not intended to be recorded; 
their primary object being more to quiet the mind of the Nabob, to 
whom lowed that return of attention for the honest attachment which 
he .hoWt'd to me when he thought me in distress and my person in 
danger, than (or any other purpose. This must account for the unapplied 
heads of memorandums with which the instructions conclude. I cannot 
at this time. were it necess3ry. e...:plain them, but know that they were 
designed only to preserve his recollection of the loose and undetermined 
idl.'8ll which I had cJnlIDuuicated to him in coDversation respecting 
them." 

And, my Lor<h, these are the instructions, which you will 
find in the subsequent page of your Minutes:-
.. Extract of a Letter from W arren Hastin~s to Major William Palmer: 

dated Fort William, 6th May, li8:? 
... Fourthly,-The Nabob Vizier having, by an intimation made to 

Mr. Middleton in lhe month of February last, been pleased to express 
his desire to make me a present of ten lacks of rupees, and requested my 
previous consent and acceptance of the same, I d~ire you will make my To decline 
acknowledgments in proper terms for this instance of his liberality and the 1fresen$ 
benevolence. and acquain~ him that I am precluded from accepting it by ~~ 
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.II JUNE 1700. many conditions, but by ont;! especially, which I beg him to take in good 
- part, namely, that, if I had received it at the time in which the tender of 

it was made, it would have been liable to constructions, even in his own 
breast, so repugnant to the disinterested friendship which I profess and 
bear towards him, that no consideration of personal profit could have 
induced me to accept it at such hazard. 

If offer~ a If h,e should renew the offer to you, you will inform him that my 
t~(;::!;t'l.'te. objection remains the same, and is insuperable; but that, if he will be 
for the pleased to transfer it to the Company for the relief of their present and 
Company. known distresses, I will accept it on their behalf with a thankfulness 

equal to that which I should have felt and expressed for the gift had it 
hel:n made to myself, the want-s of the Company being at this time of 
equal concern to me as my own. Let him understand this subject rightly, 
and he Will see in my refusal thus qualified the most convincing proof 
of my friendship for him and regard for his interests.' '. 

~~~be These are the instructions given to Major Palmer on tIle 
~oe~ m!i~g6th of May, which undoubtedly p~ove the first fact which 
~7siebruary. we allege, namely, that in the month of :February 1782 such 
Made an offer was made to, Mr. Hastings by the, Wazir. We 
~.rr3di~t.!~r. contend that the circumstance of this offer having been made 

so early in February through Mr. Middleton, as it appears,
though we have not before your Lordships, nor does it appear 
in any public proc~edings of the Company, that there is 
any copy whatever of that letter from Mr. Middleton to 
Mr. Hastings which contains this offer,-we contend that, 
that offer appearing to have been made in February, and 
Mr. Hastings having taken no notice to Mr. Middleton of ilie 

Not noticed subject, and making no answer till the 6th of May whether 
~~n~~1'O~7' he should accept or refuse it, did set an example of the worst 
edxa1IDI'lei,n

ts 
consequences to Mr, Middleton and all other persons ac-

e a.ymp; 1 • d . h h . l' h' ·th 'd rejection. quamte WIt t e transactIon; eavmg 1m WI an I ea 
that an offer of a present from the Wazir was an offer that 
Mr, Hastings might accept without any breach of duty to 
the Company, and thereby setting an example to l\fr. l\fid~ 
dleton and all others that, if such an offer were made to them; 
it was no part of ilieir duty immediately and instantly to 
~~~ , , 

Impropriety We contend also that the very mode of rejection in this 
of mode of I all' I ., d h . . f h' ] rejection. etter- partIcu ar as It IS an c aracteflstlc 0 t IS gent e-

tnan's peculiar manners-is also very defective; because the 
ob,·ious reason that Mr. Hastings ought to have given for a 
refusal of this offer ought to have been, that he eould not, by 
the law of his country and by the order of his masters, 
accept it. If he had made that proper answer to the Nawab, 
it would have ~en an answer beneficial to the interests of the 
Company and tnt\,good order and behaviour ,of their servants; 
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becausc it not only would have been a declaration to:l consider- 9 JUNE 1'19l' .. 

able prince of that country that the servants of the Company -
could by no means accept the offer, a circumstance of which 
he was apprised, but it would have added an intimation of' 
which he was not at all apprised-that the servants of the 
Company did mean to' obey the laws of their country and, 
the orders of their masters. 

There are several circumstances to be observed in this 
letter, of' a peculiar nature. He says that he is precluded 
from ae.ceptmg it by many conditions, but he does not 
even, as I stated before, enumerate his duty as one of 
these conditions. He says that the acceptance of such a 
sum at such 0. time, even in the Nawab's own breast, car
ried some doubts of the disinterestedness of his friendship to 
him. It is hardly credible that this letter should have been 
written with respect to an offer made in February, when we 
h:1ve proved, and the def'endant has repeatedly confessed, 
that, prior to that, when the Nawab was in so much distress Previous 

88, in the defendant's opinion, to justify a measure which ~:r~h~ce 
nothing in the world could justify-he had then, with all ro"t"b or 
his disinterel!ted friendship to the Nawab, accepted of a acs, 

present to the amount of ten lacs of rupees-lOO,OOOl. 
Why he should imagine that to accept it at the time of' the 
treaty of Chunar-at the time when the Nawab was st,ipu-
lnting for advantages to himself from Mr. Hastings-that 
to acccpt at such a period 100,0001: was a proof of the dis
interestcdness of his friendship, I shall leave to him to 
explain. (am sure it was not a measure tending to impress 
the mind of the Nawab with the idea with which it ought to 
be impressed-that the servants knew their duty too well to 
have anything to do with any gifts whatever. However, Hispl'Oposa.l 

there is in the latter part of this [letter] a clause, i which :~accePt t 

he begs the Nawab to consider that he wiII accept it on oneteh'asfr 

behalf of the Company with the same thankfulness; he ~~~~ Com-

8ays,-
': I will accept it on their behalf with a thankfulness equal to that 

which I should have felt and expressed for the gift had it been made to 
myself,-the wants of the Company being at this time of equal concern 
to m.e as my own. Let him understand this subject rightly, and he will 
see In my refusal, thus qualified, the most convincing proof of my 
friendship to him." . 

My Lords, it is evident by this that this letter comes Indication, 

frOID a per~on who has been in the habit of receiving pre-g::!,~~~ 
scnts, both from the Nawn.b 'Vazir and other persons in his presents. 

situation; because he is 80 apprehensive that a circumstance 
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9.J1J'1'fBl~90. which would appear so unusual and surprising to the Nawab 
- -his refusing a present-should be considered by him as 

any mark of displeasure or any personal affront to Mm. 
that he thinks it necessary to use words of qualification and 
excuse, lest the Nawab should think this conduct, so new 
in :Mr. Hastings, so extraordinary, so unexpected, was the 

His p;eneral 
habit of 
concealing 
presents 
from his 
oolleagnes. 

result of any disinclination to him and his interest .. 
There are other very peculiar circumstances attending 

this present. In almost all those presents which I had the 
honour to state to your Lordships on Monday, however 
they differ in a variety of circumstances, with respect to the 
donors of them, with respect to the time and periods of their 
discovery, yet they have most of them one circumstance of 
similarity-I mean, that in' no one instance did he ever com
municate the receipt of any Of these presents to anyone of 
his colleagues in India; but in all of them, at some period or 
other, he boasts that he has communicated them to the court 
of Directors. 'Vas that a conduct of pure Caprice or a 
conduct arising from guilt? He must state it to be a con
duct arising neither from guilt nor caprice, but ari8ing from 
an idea, prevalent in his mind, that t.he communiCc'ttion of 
these presents to his colleagues in India must be mischievous, 
and that the communication of them to the Directors in 
England was less exceptionable. He gives a reason for 
that which I do not well understand; but at the same time 
Mr. Hastings, I suppose, understood what he wrote, and 
supposes there is some force in it. 

:!~~lc~· My Lords, in this letter from Cheltenham, which is in 
motive of page 1152 of your Lordships' Minutes, he gives this rea
:j~l:i':fst~n. son; he says-" Nor do I know how I could have stated it" 
btion. -that is, the money he had privatel! recei,·ed-" without 

appearing to court favour by an ostentation which I dis
dained." I never did understand the meaning of that sen
teI!.ce; but if it has any meaning-if Mr. Hastings was 
afraid of courting the favour of his colleagues by an ostenta
tation which he disdained-if he was afraid of that with 

Hi. commn. respect to all the pr.esents which I stated upon a former day
nt,ie&tionfttho why was he not afraid of that upon this present 1-and why 

lem 0 e 1 . . • h· b h h 
Wazir's does he, upon t 11S oCCHSlOn, maKe IS oast t at at t e 
offer. earliest opportunity he did convey to his colleagues the 

offer of this present? He certainly does convey it to 
:Major Palmer, but he boa,;ts afterwards that he did, at an 
earlier period, convey the information of this to Mr. Mac
pherson tIond his colleagues. 



Speech of }'fr. For. 377 

" Nor witbout the chance of exciting tLe jealousy of my 9 SUBB 1790. 

colleagues by the constructive assertion of a separate and -
unparticipated merit, derived from the influence of my !ita-
tion, to wI.ich they might have laid an equal claim." 
I do not pretend to translate or to explain these words; but, IlIcoo.is

whatever it was that he feared-namely," the chance of~~~\~t 
excitin" the jealou~y of his colleagues by the constructive 
ftsserti:n of a separate and unparticipated merit, derived 
from the influence of his station "-why did not the fears of 
this danger, whate,oer it may be, which I do not profess to 
understand-why did they not operate with regard to this 
present of February, ] 782? and why did he act on that 
occasion in diametrical opposition to all the principles he has 
laid down as n justification for his conduct upon former 
occasions? And, instead of writing to the court of Directors, 
08 he did upon former occasions, and withholding that 
from his colleagul'B, why follow a precedent directly the 
rcver.sc-communicating it to his colleagues and withholding 
it from the Directors ?-for I do not know, excepting those 
instructions which appeared near eighteen months after the 
transaction, any instance in which he bas communicated 
to the ·court of Directors the proposal of this presento 

I urge this in order to 8hmv that, if there was any 
ground-if any.man could conceive that there could be any 
substance, or any shadow, 01" anything like a justification, 
in all the exeu~es and reasons Mr. Hastings has given for his 
conduct upon the former presents, all these must vanish 
when you cOllle to observe his conduct upon this present, 
wbich is diametrically opposite and contradictory to all the 
rules-strange and absurd as they were-which he laid 
down as to money privately received for the use of the Com
pany. And there is this distinction, that in all the other 
presents he 8<1YS-" The only way to benefit the Cumpany 
by these offers was to accept them for myself and conceal 
the receipt of them feom my colleagues; first to take 
them to my own account, by 1\ deposit or by a. bond, and 
aftllrwnrds credit them to the Company, either by cancelling 
the covenant, endorsing the bond, or creditin<? them to them 
in the Durbar charges." Why take a diffe~ent course-I 
acknowledge it is a better course-in this instance 1 He 
says directly to the 'Vazir-" Gil"e it Dot to me, give it to 
the Company." Tbat is a much better course of proceedin~, 

. if he had gone on in it in a steady manner. But, if It· 
is possible for him to say that with regard to the Wam's 
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eJUNB1790. present in 1782, why could not he have said the same as 10 
- the present of 1781 ?-why not have said the same with 

regard to the other presents I stated on a former day?-why 
not have acted in the plain manner in which for once he 
seems to have acted in his return to the 'Yazir's offer? 

My Lords, the part which I have stated hitherto is 
chiefly fur these two purposes-first, as I stated before, to 
show the bad example which he set to all the servants of the 
Company under him; secondly, to show the inconsistency 
of his conduct upon this occasion with his conduct upon all 
other presents, But a further reason arises, which was 
offered in evidence in the course of last week, and to which 
I shall now can your Lordships' attention, 

lIlr. Hast- In the year 1782, somewhere, I believe, about the month 
~i~u~' of August, Mr. Hastings was much displeased with the con
",gainst Mitl· duct of Mr, Middleton and Mr. Johnson-with that of 
detonand , 
Johnson. Mr. Johnson particularly, whom he sends for to answer to 

charges which he states to be of the most important kind: 
and he considered it as a matter of such importance, and 
Mr. Johnson to be in such a situation, as justified him in 
ordering him to be brought down to Calcutta under a guard 
with fixed bayonets, 

His chM'gO One of the articles of charge against Johnson appears to 
~ttl~:~n of have been that he counteracted this design of "Mr. Hastings, 
cou.nter·

1 
which was, to convert the present, intended by the 'Vazir to 

n.ctl1lgtlO '1 H t'" b'd he h h b desi",n or il r, as mgs, mto a su Sl y to t e ompany; t at e, y 
the Waz," to ' h N b d h' ., h d ' fl d transrerthe perdlu\SIOn to t e I awa an IS mlDlster, a III uence 
r~c~~~o the N awab not to comply with his desire of transferring that 
pany. present from Mr. Hastings to the Company. Upon this, 

Mr .• Johnson enters into a defence, which is in page 1267 of 
your Lordships' Minutes, His defence IIpon this part of thc 

Johnson's h h' h I h h' d b h'b' d . explanation. C arge, W IC see was t e t Ir c arge ex lite agamst 
him, is this-he admits the fact, but justifies it. 

"The act and intention, as far as I shall limit them, in admitting 
myself the cause of preventing the ten lacks mentioned from being at 
that time paid to the Company, are true. The reasons assigned for such 
pl"lvention-'lest the Nahob should be again harassed,' s.c.-are tbe 
minister's own words,-and objections made to me are transferred into 

Balance or my mouth. The mode also by message is likewise misrepresented; 
50 In.cs due but that is immaterial. Suffice it for me to explain the act. 1 ack
~: .. ~he nowledge fifty lacs were due in balance; all the Nabob's resources not 
A new ~laim promising to prove equal to discharge this balance, a new claim was, 
made of at the same instant, made of eighty-two lacks. The resources in m~ 
82 In.cs. bi,nds-the sale fund existing to answer both-the means [beingJ 
~=!~~t unequal to this end, the question remained, which of the two claims-

the new or the old..-....should be first paid.'.' ., 
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Your Lord8hips are to understand that these ten lacs 9JUNB 1'90, 

make part Dnd parcel of that eighty-two lacs- ~e 10 lacs 

.. I did not hesitate one instant to declare that, if any of the assets ~~~aso~ 
placed in my hands should be attempted to be estranged from the pur- the 82 lacs. 
poses for which they were assigned, I should declare it a breach of treaty. Objretions 
They were to discharge the balances of years. The sole object of the late ~~~n~e 
treaty and all the measures connected with it had this single point for their in the pa,v
end. Could I, deel?ly pledged for the fulfilment of this treaty, subscri~e :;;.~t~[a~~~. 
to the total lubverslOn of these measures, at the very moment of theIr 
eompletion in the termination of the year prescribed and allotted for their 
operation 7 I could not. I ought not. Therefore, I thus obstructed 
the whole,-of course the parts of that whole,-for the reasons above 
assigned, and no other whatever. 'Vhether such a preference so given 
to a previous claim was criminal or meritorious, rests with the honourable 
Board to declare, when the;r recollect that retarding neither expunges or 
diminishes a claim. Permlt me here to subjoin, had the ten lacks been 
uninvolved with the seventy-two, or had the aggregate sum not been 
required within the period left for liquidating the balances entrusted to 
me, or had not the assets lodged in my hands for this purpose been the 
80le fund. from which such payment could be attempted, so far from 
impeding, even for a moment, such a claim, I should have been the first 
to lupport and urge it to its completion." 

Here YOllr Lordships will observe that Mr. J olmson does 
defend himself upon very good grounds-that, there being 
assets in his hands to discharge the old debt from the Nawab 
to the Company, he would not suffer a new claim to come, 
knowing that these assets were all the assets in the Nawab's 
power. But this he speaks of with regard to the large claim 
of eighty-two lacs, seventy-two ~f which were for distinct R.e,.~,:"tion 
purposes; and he freely and candidly confesses at the end- would have 
.. If these ten l!\c~ had been uninvolved with the seventy- :~~~~:! 
two, or had the aggregate sum not been required within the ~":hrf~~p" 
period left for liquidating the balances entrusted tll me, or llad tht1l'rom 
not the assets lodged in my hands for this purpose been the 8~.a.rger 
sole funds from which such payment could be attempted, so 
far from impeding, even for a moment, such a claim, I should 
have been the first to support and urge it to its completion." 
Upon this the Governor General delivers himself-

.. I am morally certain that jaidaads or assets for ten lacks, either in Mr. Hast
&8signI?ent of land or bills, had been prepared and were in the charge or ~~. =t:r 
pOSllell~1l0n of Mr. Middleton, before Major Palmer's arrival, and [were] for 10 lacs 
left With Mr. Johnson on Mr. Middleton's departure. This Bum was had ~~ 
declaredly given for my use, but never accepted by me. The only advan~ ~~i'en"ith 
tage I made of the offer was to request the Nabob to transfer it, with the lohnsoD> 
o~li!!,ation s~ ~ting. with equal weight upon my gratitu~e for ~he 
onglU~ .destlUatlOn of lt. to the Company, for the relief of thetr presBlUg 
necesSltles." 

By jaidaads I understand are meant assignments. Mr. 
Hastings here, in answer to Johnson's defence, says-that 

• 
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9 .Jv~790. this is not a claim to be provided for by· the N awab, but 
that he is morally sure that jaidaads or assets. of some sort or 
other, were in Mr. Middleton's possession, and afterwards in 
Mr. Johnson's possession; which. if true, Mr. Johnson's 
defence is indeed a very bad one; because, if these had 
already been made out for that purpose, Mr. Johnson must 
have liad them in his hand, and was accountable for the dis
position of them, and had no excuse to plead whatever for 
either not accounting for them to the Governor General. for 
whom originally they wcre destined, or to the Company. He 
goes on,-

- ~!!~..!!)i~ "The rectitude of this transaction depends essentially upon principles 
;hoen thv~ent which every man feels and acknowledges in his own breast, but can 
,,!ig~"ve hardly be judged by the test of any official rule. It might, indeed, have 
trtW""db added to the Company's claims on the Nabob; so that I am not sorry 
an~ n~t:": that Mr. Johnson chose to defeat my intentions, since it would have 
neoefited the added to the Nabob's distresses, but with no immediate relief to the 

mpany. Company."* 

Here the Governor General confesses to have been very 
uncertain whether it would be beneficial or not to the Com
pany; for, when he has accepted them from the Nawab, when 
he desired the Nawab to transfer them to the Company, 
when he accused Mr. Johnson for having dissuaded him from 
that, he says he thinks it was a good thing in Johnson, be
cause" it would have added to the Nawab's.distresses, but 
with no immediate relief to the Company." He is very easy 
at ·that intention being defeated, and declares, upon the whole, 
that it is much bettcr defeated than if it had succeeded. 
With re~pect to the accusation against Johnson, he is a 
liberal judge upon this occasion; and he would be contented 
that the trial of him[selfJ in this House should be exactly as 
serious, as much in enrnest, and proceed upon principles as 
judicial, as those of the trial of Johnson by him; because he 
concludes with sayillg-

f::'~~:'11 to "If, in his own breast "-Johnson's hreast-" he can view the secret 
tmheenjtllodg>-his motiyes .of this transacti~n, . and on their testimony .approve it, I also 

ft acqUIt him, as I do acqUIt hlm,of the charge on public ground." 
ownoon .. 

~:.:~_ He pretends to be in a rage with Mr. Johnson-sends 
ted,nCYsaiin thfe for him down with fixed bayoncts; and one of the principal 

ISPO 0. h . l' . h' h I J h the charge. articles of c arge agmnst urn IS t Is-t at Ie, 0 nson, 
having, as he says, in his hands assets--no matter of what 

... Ob~ervations of Mr. Hastings'on Mr. Johnson's Defence; 21 Oct. 1783. 
-Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1,268 • 

• 
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kind-being for the purpose of discharging not the old debt 9 JUNB 1790. 

but new--QSsets made out and given to him for the purpose -
of furnishing this present often lacs-instead of applyingthe8e 
IIJ!sets in the way he ought, and instead of desiring the N awab 
to fulfil his engagements and make thcm up to the sum of ten 
IRetl, has dissuaded the Nawab from doing that which he, Mr. 
lIastint1s, had persuaded him to do for the sake of the Company. 
Johnso':t in his answer represents it with more truth, in some 
rcspects, as I shall show by and by. He represents it to be 
entirely a ncw claim, for which there were no assets what-
ever provided, and the furnishing of which was altogether to 
fall upon the assets which 'v ere in Johnson's hand-not for 
the purpose of the present of that ten lacs, but for the pur-
pose of discharging the old arrear to the Company. What 
docs :Mr. Hastings? He says-" Upon the whole, it is 
not amiss that my scheme has failed. If Mr. Johnson looks 
at the motives of his own breast and they acquit him, I must 
acquit him." Exceedingly handsome and candid to Mr. 
Johnson I But how he can put it in that manner is ex-
tremely difficult to conceive, when he has said, that, notwith-
st.'\nding all that Mr. Johnson has said, he is morally certain 
that jaidaads or assets for ten lacs, either in assignment of 
land or' in bills, had been inade out; that is, that Johnson 
had in his hands money for this object of which we have 
heard no more. 

Mr. Hastings' opinion upon this, subjcct is strengthened Statement 

by Mr. Macpherson. Mr. Macpherson says, in a minute ~h~.!'~~t~t 
upon the same occasion, alluding to the communication he ~he';.!~~acs 
had of tMs trnnsaction from the Governor General at the bi1lB" 
time-I< I had understood at the time that the ten lacs were 
in bills, and not a mere offer to pay such a sum from the 
future revenues of the country." So that we have not only 
Mr. Hastings' opinion, that he is morally certain that the 
assets were made out at the time of the offer, that is, in 
February, 1782, but we have Mr. Macpherson's opinion, who 
had good communications from Mr. Hastings, who says, not 
only that he thinks 80 now, but that he had understood so at 
the time. Upon these grounds Mr. Macpherson is not so 
reatly to acquit Mr. Johnson as Mr. Hastings. Mr. Mac-
pherson observes that that is a matter that should be settled 
between Hyder Beg Khan and Mr. Hastings. Mr. Mac-
pherson says it should be referred to the Directors. Mr. 
Hastings enys so too. 
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DJUNE 1790. Mr. J ohnsoD, writes a letter to the secretary requesting' a 
Formal decision on the third charge, without reference to the court 
rh~e~:;:;etgf of Directors. They direct this answer by the secretary-
the Diree- ", I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council 
tors. to acknowledge their receipt of your letter of the 31st ult., in answer to 

which, as well as to your letter to me of the 4th instant, I am ordered 
to acquaint you that, the reference in your case to the Honourable the 
,Court of Dll"ectors ·being intended to be made upon those general 
principles by which all the acts and proceedings of this Government are 
referred, in course, to them for fheir final approbation and confirmation, 
it stands as follows in the Board's General Letter to the court of 
Directors." . 

Therefore he does plainly acquaint this gentleman that he 
need be under no uneasiness; for, though referred to the 
court of Directors, it is only referred "in course," as all 
other transactions of the Board are,-that he is considered 
upon that charge as acquitted. Mr. Hastings was certainly 
of the same opinion. In page 1269 of your Lordships' 
Minutes, he says :i.....; 

" I.perceive that Mr. Middleton has alluded, as Mr. Johnson has 
done, to certain unexplained claims made on the Nabob Vizier by Major 
Palmer, amounting to eighty-two lacks of rupees. As neither explain 
them but speak of them as points of undoubted credit, I think it proper. 
to declare my doubts and disbelief of them-" 

He declares he does not believe the faCt of any claim to 
the amount of 82 lacs, or anything like it :-

" and to assign my reasons, as far as'I Can, in remote recollection of 
the little which I have ever known concerning them. Ten lacks of this 
sum have been explained by me to relate to a provision to that amount 
actually made, and, as I have ever understood, delivered to the President 
for its destined appropriation." . 

Pi~istQnce So that ,Mr. Hastings, in his minute upon Mr. Middleton's 
fngs.r;.~ast- defence, persists clearly in that opinion which he held upon 
~g~s~~;~~~t Mr. Johnson's defence-that he is clear ,that it was not a. 
~ ~~:~~ mere promise or an offer, but relates to a provision to that 
for. , amount actually made, and, as he understands, delivered to 
Breach of the President. Here js another breach of duty which we 
~~~~~the point out to your Lordships-and I am sure you will think 
l';'sels l~ the it no inconsiderable one-that when he, the Governor 
J~~n:o~and General, was convinced that assets had been actually given 
Middleton. to Middleton, and which were in the hands of Johnson, for 

ten lacs-,-when he declares, in his minute upon Middleton's 
defence, that provision had been actually made for it-then 
he dismisses that entirely, leaving it in the hands of these 
gentlemen, and, for anything we know, participating in what
ever provision had been made upon the subject. . 
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There are 80 many circumstances with regard to the triaID JUNB 1790. 

of Mr. JohMOn that cause a suspicion upon it that they Neglect of 

h L d h·' d' M "!'ddl taking Mid-nre wort your or t! IpS atten 109 to. r. .1' I eton dleton's 

was then at Calcutta; and yet Mr. Midllieton, who could ~h~d:r~~r~; 
have best then thrown a. light upon this business, who was Johnson. 

the original proposer of the present to Mr. Hastings, who 
was the person who had originally received these assets-if 
any such were given-Mr. Middleton, who was Uesident at 
Calcutta at the time Mr. Johnson was accused of having 
defeated the Governor's intention upon that point, is never 
called to give any evidence upon that subject. And not 
only Mr. Middleton is not ~alled.' but Mr. Hastings, who r!~ ~~:;,~ •. 
declares that he does not believe 10 these large amounts of session of n. 

eighty-two lacs and the other demands on the Wazir, had ~i:';'\V~ir 
actually in his hand~, at that time, a letter which he had ~~~~~~ ~~e 
received from the 'Yazir, which does prove that these demands 10 la.cs. 

were actually made, and seems to prove that these ten lacs, 
which he states as a present voluntarily offered by the 
1Vazir, were not a present voluntarily offered, but that they 
came in the shape of a demand from the Wazir by the Company 
. -if it is the same. If not, which I may perhaps believe, then, 
exclusive of the ten lacs which the Nawab had actually 
provided for as a present to Mr. Hastings, there seems to 
have been another demand of ten lacs for the Company. 
Whatever you Can make out of tMs dark and intricate affair, 
your Lordships must still think that there could be no justi-
fication whatever of Mr. Hastings, upon a. trial of so im-
portant a point as this was with respect to Mr. Johnson's 
criminality, that he should have had Mr. Middleton in 
Calcutta and should not have examined him, and have had 
this letter of the Nawab, which I am now about to produce, 
and should never have produced it. 

This letter from the Wazir was received fourteen months 
before the trial of Johnson upon this charge, and was, one 
Ilhould have thought, a pretty matel'ialletter with respect to 
this charge j yet produced it never was, nor ever did appear 
among any of the Company's papers till after Mr. Hasting~' 
departure from Bengal It is in page 1271 of your Lord
I!hips' )linutes. . 

•• From the Vizier, received the 23d of August, 1782." "Major Letter of 
\Villiam Palmer and Mr. Davy have made known to me yOUl' ordera the Wazir. 
respecting my authority in the country, with great regard and con
sideration, and have made me grateful for yoW' favours. They asked Ten 1 .... 9 

for .. paper of requests, which I, accordingly, wrote and gave to them. dihi:ded 
'l'hey afterwards spoke about ten lacks of rupees for the expenses of the 0 • 
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\I JUNE 1790. sircar of the Company: next they spoke about four regiments that I 
- should employ from the Company's troops in the sebundys of my 

coun??" Respecting these two articles, although I have no power, yet 
as Major William Palmer repeatedly said that this would be giving 
pleasure to the Nabob-meaning your Highness-being remediless, in 
obedience to your will, I wrote a letter to Major Palmer in the manner 
I agreed to, from which you will become acquainted with it." 

Demandot 
60 lacs on 
loan. 

Your Lordships will obsen"e upon this, that the Wazir 
does not seem to have understood this as a proposition to 
him to convert ten lacs which he had already provided to a 
different use and purpose than that wllich he had provided 
it for, but he seems to consider it altogether as a new propo
sition; for he says that, afte!' t.hey hall asked for a paper 
of requests, they spoke about ten lacs of rupees for the ex
penses of the sarkar of the Company. He does not say
" they spoke about ten lacs which I have already provided 
for and given to the Governor General, and desired they 
might be otherwise appropriated," but-" they spoke ~bout 
ten lacs for the expenses of the sarkar" - to which he 
agreed. 

" They now say that, as important matters are in hand for the expenses 
of the Company's Sircar, I must give sixty lacks of rupees by way of 
loan; that either I must borrow it from the merchants and from my 
relations, and take a bond, or give assignments on the country. After 
two years, when this matter shall have been settled, that money shall be 
repaId my country, and the property shall belong to your Highness. 
To the utmost of my life I am not backward in the Company's affairs 
and your Highness' pleasure. By the blessing of God, you are wise in 
the times ;-the full particulars of my country are not concealed from 
you. How shall I make known my situation? From the time that 
these propositions have been made, all judgment has left my mind. 
After the death of the deceased Nawab, on account of the greatness of 
the expenses of the army of the sircar of the Company which was here, 
I supported myself in a manner that I cannot describe. I never found 
resource equal to the necessary expenses. Every year, by taking from the 
ministers and selling the articles of my karkhanna, I, with great distress, 
transacted the business. But I could not take care of my dependent~, 
80 that some of my brothers, from their difficulties, arose and departed, 
and the people of the Khord Mahault of the late N awab, who are all my 
mothers, from their distresses are reduced to poverty and involved in 
difficulties. No man of rank is deficient in the care of his dependants 
in proportion to his ability. 

" Notwithstanding the existence of these distresses,· I am thankful 
and ready to satisfy you; but never was the money of the tuncas for the 
brigades, &c., received without a balance from the jaidad of the Com
pany; and yet the gentlemen, to the utmost of their abilities, were guilty 
of no neglect in taking assignments and collecting the money. This 
year that you, from your goodness, having discovered the state of my 
distresses, recalled the brigade aIid battalions, and granted me an engage
ment that all matters should be as in the time of the deceased Nabob, I 
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took my mother, and. discharged the balances to the Company's Sircar, 9JUNB1790. 
as they appeared from my Board. Many years are required to relieve -
me from the former distresses. I know that, as you, from real affection, 
had released me from the weight of expenses, I should have some small 
'relief from the necessary expenses at this time when propositions are 
brought forward. My brother and companions, from the resumptions 
of the jagheers, are reduced to great affliction .and distress. From the 
mahajens of this town, should I request the loan of one or two lacs of 
rupees, they cannot give it, having no resources. I have never been 
deficient in the friendship of the Company and obedience to your plea-
sure. I ha\'e looked upon my difficulties as a cause of satisfaction, and 
am always ready to execute your commands. In these propositions I am 
astonished and confounded at my bad fortune, that I should have such a 
compa8sionate friend as lOur Highness, and be involved in such a situa-
tion. What answer can I give, and how can I support my life? 

.. Difficulty with your favour becomes easy; what is easy, by your 
neglect becomes difficult. 'Night and day pass in grief and affliction. 
Either make loose my difficulties, or else call me to your presnece. I will 
reside with your Highness, and whenever you shall give me my dismis-
8ion with the favours and affection which belong to you, I shall return 
to niy country and be released from continual affliction." 

My Lords, I particularly desire you to attend to that sen- Hi. appeal 

h h to Mr. Hast. tencc, were e S3YS,- in~' friend. 
• shIp. 

"I am astorushed and confounded at my bad fortune, that I should 
have auph a compassionate friend as your Highness, and be involved in 
luch a situation." 

.Aston~shed, my Lords, ~e might ~vell be, ~ecause. he c0!l- f~.:'e~~~ in 
celved hImself' to have gIven a bnbe to Mr. HastIngs, In .given him. 

the month of September, at Chunar,-because he conceived 
himself' to have offered another bribe to Mr. Hastings in the 
month of February, 1782; and he says in different parts of 
this letter-" when these propositions were made, after all I 
had paid to the Company I" He says-" from the time that 
these propositions have been made all judgment has left my 
mind "-" I am astonished and confounded at my bad for-
tune, that I should have such a compassionate friend as 
your Highness, and be involved in such distress ;"-in 
plain English-" I am astonished and confounded that you, 
whose forbearance I thought I had bought, first with a 
bribe of 100,0001. in September, and now with an offer. of 
another 10(1,0001. in February, should still press upon me 
the demands of the Company, in this enormous 'and extra-
vngnnt degree, which bring me to the very brink of ruin and 
distress." 

This letter Mr. Hastinas has, and yet he never produces~. ,Hast.. 
it at all on the trial of :MI'. Johnson. And he says, in his ~r:o'r"r. 
minute upon :Mr. Middleton's business, that, with respect to ~~~oc'i'!"u:' of 
those claims to which Mr. Middleton, as well as lIr. Johnson, of 70 lacs. 

VOL. II. B B 
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9 JU~790. have alluded-the seventy or eighty laCB-that, with respect 
to these claims, he must say he. does not believe in them; 
he only knows of ten, and he thinks that that claim of ten 
was not only offered but actually provided. This he says 
having this letter, and not producing it in evidence .. 

~~!~t . But when ;rou.read ~hat the cha~ge against Mr. Johnson 
did give the IS, that he did, In pomt of fact, dissuade the Nawab from 
10 lacs. giving to the Company that which .Mr. Hastings had desired 

him to give, your Lordships will at least suppose that, 
whether dissuaded by Mr. Johnson or by Hyder Beg Khan
as that matter is left to be settled between them-at least he 
had been dissuaded by somebody. Now, it will appear from 
this letter, that, so far from being dissuaded by anybody, the 
N awab actually does give them the money. He says:-

« On the subject of ten laCks of rupees you repeatedly have said tilat the 
Nabob Governor's pleasure is tha.t I should give them for the expenses of 
the Company's sircnr. The Nabob Governor's will is binding upon me; I 
can make no excuses. 'fake ten lacks of rupees, for the expenses of the 
Company's sircar. But you have sa.id that, if I am willing to assist the 
a1fa.irs of the Company's sircar, you will fulfil my requests, agreeably 
to the paper, as the Nabob Governor's permission is arrived. "'ith 
respect to the two points of which you have spoken, I agree to both of 
them, and will give for the expenses of the Company's sircar ten lacks of 
,rupees this year, and six lacks of rupees yearly in lieu of regiments, upon 
condition that I obtain my requests and authority. It is proper that you 
adjust my requests agreeable to the paper upon which the Nabob 
Governor has gi"en orders, and restore me to the management of every 
concem."* . 

Then it appears that, in point of fact, the whole of this 
part of the charge. against J\lr. Johnson is entirely false; 
because it appears that, in point of fact, neither he, nor 
Hyder Beg Khan, nor anyone else, did dissuade the Nawab 
from granting this' money; but, in point of fact, he had 
been persuaded tl) it, and he actually offers it. But it is 
true he offers it under certain conditions-he offers it nnder 
the conditions of B request, which, he says, he has been 
encouraged to make from the Governor. 

TholOlacs Supposing this was Do deinand of a new ten lacs or of 
=~~~:m the old ten lacs-B matter which I profess mysetf not to be . 
F~~~;. able to decide~but supposing it the old tcn' lacs offered 

in February, it js perfectly intelligible. }\fl'. Hastings 
sends .to the Nawab and says-" You offer this present, 
which is kind; give it to the Company! not to me, and, I 

.. Copy of letter from the Nawab Wazir to Major PQlmer, dated 19th Sba
brun; enclosed in the previons letter. "Minntes of the Evidence," p. 12;2. 
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will be as grateful as if it was given to myself." The Nawab 91UBlll790. 

88Y&-" Take all these things, hut then grant me a paper of 
requests which the Goyernor has declared his approbation 
of:"-that i&-" Let me see the Governor's gratitude in the 
eame way as I should have Been it if this had gone to his 
own pocket, instead of the purse of the Company." 

Mr. Hastings does not ~roduce !his l~tter. Mr. Hastin~ ~~H:'t. 
does not produce Mr. MIddleton s eVIdence. He acqUIts inJ'S' 8a).uit

Mr. Johnson upon the third charge, declaring that he is ~~b~n. 
morally certain his assertions are false-that he is morally 
certain that those assignments were made out-but if, on 
appealing to the motives of his own mind, on their testimony 
he approves it-" I must acquit bim." It is a candid 
acquittal-acquitting a man in this way; saying_CO I am 
satisfied h.e has told a falsehood; I am morally certain 
QC his guilt!" Though, for want of evidence, one might be 
induced to acquit such a person, yet one would not sup-
pose tbat a person, who was morally certain in his own mind 
oC his guilt, should consider him as an object of favour: 
but Mr. Hastingt', in a very short time after, employs His subse

],Ir.Johnson in a most lucrative, important and trustful, ~r.,~:t·Of 
office-the offiee of an ambassador to the Nizam-showing lohnson. 

clearly that all this compbint of Johnson, all this trial, was 
a farce. 

But this, \\t least, we collect, from his bringing none of His n~leht 
h ·d h· b . h hi to obtain t e eVI cnce t at It was necessary to nng-t at t s was, "CCOlmt of 

at.1east, true,-that Mr. H8b-tings knew that certain sums o£;:: t:eJacs 
money had been received, and he took no care for the Com- Company. 

pany that that money should be any way accounted for 
whatever. 

I do not like to hazard a conjecture of what I cannot Conjecture 

b . f' be ha h ad of sinister prove; ut, 1 It true t t t ese assets were ever m e settlement 

out and ever given to Middleton and Johnson, then the t~B:t. 
matter may be explained in this way-that, being told that r~ and 

the assets were made out, and hearing no more of them, 0 DSOn. 

he might be angry with Johnson thinking he had appro-
priated (hem to his own use; Johnson might apply to 
Mr. Hastings, and Mr. Hastings and he might settle it 
together in any manner your Lordships can conceive. But 
that something was settled in a sinister manner appears clear 
upon the face or the thing; for it is impossible that any 
Governor could have mnde such a charge, that he should 
remain convinced, notwithstanding Johnson's 8.."S6veratious, 
tbat tllat is the fact, and that he should immediately employ 

BB2 
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9 JUNE 1790. him in an office of great emolument, and great trust and 
- confidence: and, besides that, he did not bring any evidence 

which was applicable to this third charge against Johnson, 
having all that evidence in his hand. 

Answer to I am aware, with respect to this letter of the Nawab, that 
~fo':t "tl~~~· Mr Hastings has said, in his replication to our charges, that 
t~t1:~~i~ht that letter was in the proper office and might have been pro
have been duced. But we contend that we have produced ample and 
procnred ffi . 'd h hi· th from the .SU Clent eVl ence t at t at etter was not III e proper 
proper office. office, and could not be produced by any other person than 

The letter 
not in the 
Persian 
translator's 
office. 

him, Mr. Hastings; to which evidence I will now, with your 
Lordships' leave, call your attention. This evidence was 
given with respect to another charge, and therefore you 
must go back to the printed Minutes of the year 1788, 
where you will find them in page 799:-

" At a Council at Fort William, 19th February, 1785. ·Present, etc. 
[" The Persian translator attending in obedience to the Board's orders, 

reports, that since the end of the year 1781 there have been no books of 
correspondence kept in his office, because from that time until the late 
Governor General's departure he was employed but once by the Governor 
General to manage the correspondence, during a short visit which Major 
Davy, the military Persian interpreter, paid by the Governor's orders to 
Lucknow. That during that whole period of three years he remaiued 
entirely ignorant of the correspondence, as he was applied to on no occa
sion except for a few papers, sometimes sent to him by the secretaries, 
which he always returned to them as soon 11S translated. The Persian 
translator has received from Mr. Scott, since the late Governor General's 
departure, a trunk containing English drafts and translations, and the 
Persian originals of letters and papers, with three books in the Persian 
language containing copies of letters written between August, 1782, and 
January, 1785; and if the Board should please to order the secretaries of 
the General Department to furnish him with copies of all translations 
and drafts recorded in their consultations between the 1st January, 1782, 
and 31st January, 1785, he thinks that he should be able, with what he 
has found in Captain Scott's trunk, to make up the correspondence for 
that period.] . 

" Signed, EDWARD COLEBROOKE, 
" Persian translator." * 

J:!'rom this we prove that the assertion of Mr. Hastings in 
his reply is perfectly false and unfounded, for that it could 
not be in the proper office-the Persian translator's being 
the proper office, and he declaring that during the whole 
period no such papers were in his office whatever-that they 
were transacted through another channel, and that the only 
way in which he could make out the Persian correspondence 
was from a trunk given him by Major Scott, who, we con-

* Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," &c., p. 799. 

• 
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tend, was not a public officer but the private agent of Mr. 9 JUNE 1790. 

Hastings. In that trunk was this paper; and by no means -
but through Mr. Hastings himself could it come to the Board. 

I should hope that, upon these grounds, we have fully 
made out to your Lordships the second point of criminality 
which I stated. The first is the bad example set the Com
pany's servants; the second being, not only the bad example 
set by this mock trial, but a criminal negligence in bringing 
to that trial p.eJ:sons whom, according to his own statement 
of the business, he considers and is morally certain to have 
had in their possession assets, given originally for him but 
destined by him to the Company, and which, it appears, they 
in no shape ever produced. 

Let me say a word or two upon the circumstances of Oircum. 
. d h .. h' h th stances of aggravatIOn an t e concomItant CIrcumstances w IC row aggravation. 

much suspicion upon them. In the first place, would it not 
have been fit that~ in an offer so suspicious as this of the ten Secrecy as 

lacs, it should have appeared, somewhere, through whom that ~h!~~elof 
offer was made? He says it was through Mr. Middleton. the offer. 

Why is Mr. Middleton's letter conveying the Nawab's offer 
kept secret? Why has not it appeared upon the Company's 
records? It is not in a situation to be produced to your 
Lordships at this moment. Secrecy in these matters is, to a 
considerable degree, a presumption of guilt. 

I would wish, to cull your Lordships' attention to a Date cqhe 
. 1 f h'd h' h' h d f h' transactIOn. mateI'm part 0 t e eVI ence, W IC Is-t e ate 0 t IS 

transaction. He says the offer was made to him in February, 
1782: the letter in which he makes the discovery of the 
100,0001., the first present from the Wazir, is dated from Patna, 
the 20th of January, 1782. But, my Lords, we have proved 
that that letter did not leave Calcutta till the latter end of 
February, and that Mr. Hastings had arrived at Calcutta on 
the 5th of February. Therefore it is almost certain-I allow 
there is a bare possibility [of its being otherwise], by a few 
days-but it is almost certain, that Mr. Hastings had actually 
received the intelligence of the offer of this second present 
at the time he sent away his letter giving an account of 
the first. But it matters not to me whether he had or not. 
In that letter of the 20th of January, he speaks of a Omission' 

fi h "{liT • d' h C '11 . . of the 10 present rom t e H aZlr, esrres t e ompany Wl glve It lacs, in his 

him, bIlt promises that whenever it is completed he will ~~O~r!~ 
send them an account of it-a promise which he afterwards tors Oft all 

. 1 d h' 11' B M I ki presen s says entire y escape IS reCOl ectIOn. ut, r. Jar ns offered him. 

putting him in mind of this promise, he goes beyond his 

• 
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9 JU~1790. promise; he says-" I thought it right, not only to send 
that which I promised, but all that was consistent with the 

. spirit"-as he calls it-" of that promise." Under the idea 
of performing not only the letter but the spirit of that 
promise, he sends an account of a variety of different 
sums, all received at different periods, and having no con
nection whatever with that present he had received from the 
Wazir. 

N ow, he having clll'ried the spirit of that promise so fa:r
which promise was simply to give an account of the ten lacs 
which he had received in consequence of a present from the 
Wazir, in the month of September, at Chunar--he having 
carried it so far as to say that it included a kind of necessity 
in him to give an: account of all the money he had received
would your Lordships conceive that within that great range 
and great circle this latter circumstance would not have 
fallen, that, within a few days after sending away that 
account of that present of ten lacs, he had received an offer 
of ten lacs more, to which he did not give an answer, at that 
time, whether he meant to receive it or not? One would 
have supposed he would have thought it necessary to say-
"ten lacs more were offered, which I shall not receive for 
myself, but take for your account, or which I shall refuse." 
There is no mention made of these sums! 

Htoisobject
d 

If I am asked, for one, how I account for this silence, I 
confoun I l' • • • 1 I 

the two must own cannot account lor It upon any prmClp e-as 
present<!. said \lpOn a former occasion. But yet, there is J' kind of 

suspicion that, in informing the Directors of one present and 
concealing that from his colleagues, and at the same time 
informing his colleagues of another present which he con
cealed from the Directors, he might think it possible for him 
to establish a kind of confusion and mistake between the two 
presents, and that, in fuct, l\Ir. Macpherson having been 
informed of one and the Directors of one, that it should be 
supposed that they were one and the snme present, and that, 
if the Directors should be disposed to give him one, he 

Snspicion 

~~~~he 
circum
stances. 

might conceal and put the other in his pocket. • . 
The whole of this transaction is involved in mystery which 

is out of my power to unravel, l;>ut which I submit is mntter 
of great suspioion. His conducting the charge against 
Johnson and Middleton in the manner in which he did con--
duct them-his expressing that he was morally certain that 
assets to the anlount of ten lacs of rupees were in the posses
sion of Johnson or Middleton, and suffering this sum to 
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remain in their possession-was showing an indifference about 9 JUNE 1790. 

the Company's property which would be blameable to the -
In.<;t degree in any inferior servant, but which, in the situation 
of a Governor General, in my idea, amounts to a high crime 
and misdemeanour. 

We have shown this to be attended with mischievous cil'- Inconsis

cumstances of every kind, and have shown that every pre- ~~%'~r in 

tence upon this present is dil'ectly at war with, and in host- ~~:~c~;~ 
i1ity and enmity with, every pretence he has set up for his scnts. 

conduct upon former presents; for if, in former presents, he 
did right to keep them from his colleagues, in order that he 
might not excite their jealousy by the constructive assertion 
of a separate and unparticipatcd merit-if all that was so 
formidable, as he states it to be-aU I can say is, that all that 
danger and mischief he did directly incur with respect to this 
present. I do not lay the communication as a complete 
crime, but that it shows that he might safely have commun-
icated all the rest to his colleagues, and that all the reasons 
he gives for withholding the former presents from his col
leagues have no truth in them, but are only pretences 
invented since, which he did not believe, but which pretences 
were sct up to justify a conduct much more (Jasily ex-
plained upon the more obvious ground of his having intended 
to keep these presents originally to himself. 

There is one trait l'uns throughout all his conduct with Want of 
. . I'd b honesty in 1'eSpect to recelvmg money. t wassm y a great orator money 

of 1\ great statesman and general, "in rebus publicis niltil :~~.ac
simplez, niltil apertum, llihillwnestu1n;"--a very great charge 
upon any man in his public conoorns, and a charge much 
heavier when ·applied to Mr. Hastings in his pecuniary 
concerns; for I do not know how a character or description 
can be given of a dishonest man more completely than this-
that in all pecuniary concerns there is never anything plain, 
anything open, or anything honourable. That is the cha
racter of Mr. Hastings in these pecuniary concerns which I 
have stated, and in this very present which he has refused. 
There are many traces of that obliquity, thateoncealment 
and that mystery, in this present which we cannqt prove him 
to have accepted, as in all those which he has accepted; and 
it is fortunate for us in this instance, because it serves to· 
prove that all he sets up upon the other occasiolls were 
Jiretences, which he treated with the same contempt as 
your Lordships, and every one who has heard of this case, I 
believe, has universally treated them. 
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UJnI'lt1790..' I'have now drawn your Lordships' attention to every part 
,n;e7fu' of -the1'ourteenth Article, to which, at this day, I have any 
t{ti~~ of . intention. of' drawing it. I now come to that part of the 

e arge •. 'seventh Article upon which we· have produced evidence this 
year before your Lordships. 

Adminis- . '¥y Lords, I now come to the subject of the administra
:h:.t~~~!ue. tion of t.he revenue, To those who are ignorant of the 

whole of this great cause this ·might seem, upon the first 
view, to be a very distinct and separate Article from the sixth, 

Connection which contains matter of corruption and bribery; but to 
~~the 'th your Lordships, who have undoubtedly adverted to the evi
th;t~fW1 dence, as it has occasionally been laid upon your table, it is 
bribery. not necessary to explain that they havc a very close and a 
Thepresents very intimate connection; beCause I am sure your Lordships 
~rg%, have not forgotten-and therefore it will not be necessary 
ren:..a or' for me more than cursorily to remind you-that the pre
laud. sents which were produced on. Monday were not presents 

taken from princes, commanders of armies-in any shape 
political presents-but were presents taken from renters 
of land, under the idea, some' of them, of a peshcush 
-supposed to be a better word for a bribe, because it 
also means a fine-presents taken 011 the subject of the 
I'evenue-and that nearly one half of the presents we have 
'proved were taken, in some shape or other, from renters 
of land. Your Lordships have not forgotten the names of 
the persons concerned, in these transactions. You have not 
forgotten the name of Crofts, the name of Anderson, nor 
still less have you forgotten the name of the illustrious 
Gunga Govind Sing, who appears, in almost every part of 
Mr. Hastings' transactions with respect to' money. When 
you advert to every part of this charge-when you see 
these well-known names again-upon the first view of them, 
you will be led to suspect what you will afterwards find 
proved. 

The appoint- .The two points which I mean to press as criminal points 
::'.':~s~~,"dUpOn the subject of the revenue are, the appointment of 
~~~la.:t~h:.C' amins, in the year 1776, and the destruction of the provincial 
~rovin1sal Councils and the substitution of a committee of revenue in 
. OunCl. their stead,' in the year 1781. 
DifficuUyof With respect to the institution of amins, we gave your, 
r~f:~ng Lordships in evidence on Monday some documents relating 
evidence on to it. The difficulty of referrinoa your Lordships to them 
amins. 

arisee from the circumstance of the evidence having been 
given so lately that it is not yet printed, and therefore I 
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9 IUD noo. direct that, on any complaint being made to you, either from him or 
- from any other aumeens who bave been deputed into tbe division, you do 

immediately take tbe most effectual means to support and enforce tbeir 
authority, by causing such papers of the collections as they shall require, 
conformably to their instructions, to be put into their possession, by 
compelling the attendance of such revenue mohurs as may he required 
by the aumeens to explain them, and by lUTesting and punishing those 
who shall dare openly to oppose or disobey the orders of government in 
tbese instances.' " 

Power: of My' Lords, by this minute he gives the power of enforcing 
~~~~~ent by corporal punishment, by torture, or by any means what
r~~.~the ever, any of the investigations which they think fit to make, 

and which he chooses to call" the orGel'S of government." It 
is material to observe to your Lordships that what they 
mean by " orders, of government " is a mockery of the word 
government. For he begins with destroying the govern
ment of Bengal, and declares that the Governor General's 
warrant shall be sufficient without the assistance of . the 
Council; and he',begins by destroying the Council Board, 
established, not)Jy the Directors, but by an Act of the 
Parliament of Great Britain. He substitutes himself in'its 
place, and then says, that whoever disobeys the orders of 
that which he, in mockery and insult, calls .qovernment-that 
is, his own arbitrary and positive orders-shall be subject to 
any corporal punishment that shall appear fit for these his 
instruments to inflict. . 

Chal'llCter It will be material for your Lordships to observe who are 
of persons h h·· 0 . MAd h . employed ... t ese IS lllstruments. ne IS 1'. n erson; anot er IS 
~~l~n;;.Go. Gunga Govi~d Sing-Gunga Govind Sing, upon whom, cur
!lind Sing. sorily, I beg leave to make these two observations. That 

he had been dismissed for a delinquency from his office of 
diwan of the Calcutta Committee, partly," indeed, upon the 
evidence of a man called Cumal-ud-Din Khan-whose evi
dence, if your Lordships knew as much of him as I do, you 
would undoubtedly not give much credit to. . And to think 
of what has been done upon the evidence of that man, if 

. your Lordships had a power of listening to it upon this occa
sion, would cause more indignation, or as much, perhaps, 
as any of the things we can have to state in the whole of this 
Cause. But, not only upon th\l evidence of Cumal-ud-Din 
Khan, but. upon his own confession, was this Gunga Govind 
Sing dismissed from the office of diwan. This wan, so 
dismissed, Mr. Hastings chooses to employ in this office of 

• Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p: 1297. 
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amin-that is, inquisitor general-with a power to inflict 9JUIfB 1790. 

c\'cry specics of punishment, torture or otherwise. -
And your Lordships have not forgotten that he, not only Age'.lt for 

appears to have been a culprit, with respect to t.he delin- ~';.'ib:rstf~~ 
quency for which he was dismissed, but-which your Lord- )Ilr.Hast
ships ought never to put out of your mind-that he was lOgs. 

Mr. Hastings' instrument in the receipt of many of the 
bribes which I had the honour of proving on Monday. 
This man, whom we have proved to be a man of notorious 
and infamous character-this man, whom we have proved 
Mr. Hastings' bribe· broker., and actually dismissed from his 
office of diwan-Mr. Hastings thinks fit to employ as 
inquisitor general into the circumstances of every man's 
estate in that country, and into all the value of every part of 
that province. 

I presume that I need not say any more to convince your Criminality 
Lordships that this is n matter of actual and substantive ~:~E~int
guilt j when the Act of Parliament prevented him from it; amins. 

when he had the orders of the Directors specifically acquaint-
ing hIm that they were of opinion, as much as he, 110t only 
against any partial delegation, but any delegation what-
ever; and when he had confirmed their opinion repeatedly 
by Ilis own-that all delegation was improper. Upon that 
ground, and that ground alone, I shall demand justice 
upon him for a misdemeanour, for app'ointing these amins 
with these extraordinary and extravagant powers, contrary 
to his duty as a servant of the Company, and contrary to 
liis duty fiS a member of that Council established by law. 

Hut, in order to mke away from him all pretencc of error Admission 

in this business, and aU pretence of considering this as a ::ig:rti.!last
douhtful crime or a. trivial one, or an error in judgment, or th?ir~. t 
that which Mr. Hastings did not know to be criminal, we ~~n nu;::' 
have produced to your Lordships a declaration of Mr. Hast- tory. 

ings, in which he declares the whole purpose of the existence 
o' these amins to be : absolutely nugatory and without found~ 
ntion. For wl1at was the pretence of establishing these 
llmins? It was to investigate into the state of the revenue 
of the provinces and into the value of the different estates. 
1Ve produced. in page 1171 of your Lordsilips' Minutes, a 
plan for l\ future settlement proposed by l\h: Hastings and 
Mr. Darwcll. some time before the institution of these amins. 
" The ascertaining of tIle value of the several districts has Ackllow, 

been sufficiently accomplished, but we will not say the !t~'Ft:~t 
desired improvement has in general 'taken place. It has va.lueofthe 
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D JUNE 1790. been chiefly obstructed by a' circumstance which could not 
est"t;j,ad be foreseen; we mean the farmers having engaged for a 
~r~:sg;e- higher revenue than the districts could afford." 
esti.JnatOO. But, my Lords, whatever he may think may have been 

the improvement made or not, and however he may think 
that could not have been foreseen which every man of sense 
must have foreseen, whatever may be your Lordships' 
opinion upon the subject, the evidence is clear that he con
ceived the value of the districts to have been fully ascert-

~~~~~ in ained. Now let me ask upon this point your Lordships' 
the appoint- judgment-whether you conceive it to be-probable I will 
ment. not say-but whether you conceive it possible that he should 

have appointed these amins for any but the most corrupt 
and profligate designs ?-because, he is not only guilty of 
disobeying the Directors in that act, but he appointed per
sons with this .extravagant and exorbitant power, to the 
vexation and destruction of the whole country:-for what 
purpose? Will not your Lordships say that, if such a strong 
measure ought" at any time to be adopted, it can only be 
justified upon a strong plea of necessity? What can that be ? 
Ignorance of the state of the districts? I should think that 
alone a poor plea. You ought to prove that you could by no 
other means gain the value of those districts-if the value was 
necessary to be ascertained; that you could not gain them by 
any milder, more regular, more humane, gentle, legal, means 
than disobeying Acts of Parliament,' and constituting an 
arbitrary and tyrannical power, without any limit or control 
whatever. Is that the plea? We not only prove that it 
was not necessary, but that there was not a. ground even to 
induce him to do it; for that he did not want to ascertain 
the value of the districts, he himself having declared most 
formally to his masters, and upon every occasion of forming 
a new plan for the settlement of the revenue, that the value 
of the districts was originally ascert:1.ined. The value of.the 
districts, in Mr. Hastings' mind, was sufficiently ascertained. 

Then I defy him-I defy his Counsel-I defy the wit and 
.ingenuity of man-to define to me any reason, which is not 
a reason of criminality, that could induce a Governor who 
thought· the value of the lands ascertained, 'within a few 
months after, to erect inquisitors general all over the 
country, with the power I have stated-to disseise the 
Government of the power given them by Act of Parliament, 
to substitute himself and his' cursed amins, and to say that 
they might execute every inquisitorial power, to the vexation 
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and destruction or the inhabitants of Bengal. To do what? 9 lUlfJ! 1790. 

~o do that \V hich he himself has said was not necessary to 
be done, because it was done previously, to his complete and 
entire satisfaction. 

This appears 80 clear to me that I should not think it ~:'1';se of 

necessary to confirm my opinion [by that] of the Directors to;',. a~~ 
lIis masters. 'Vhen they received this intelligence, they measure. 

were under all the surprise which your Lordships may easily 
imagine; and I will point out that passage in the evidence 
to your Lordships in which they express it. It is in 
page 1170:-

.. In regard to the idea of deputing natives on occasional investiga- E:q>~on 
tions, we are really astonished at such a proposition. If a Committee ~~~~va1 
of Circuit and Council of Revenue, composed of the most intelligent and . 
respectable characters in our service, and armed with all the power of the 
Presidency, have failed in their attempts to obtain necessary information, 
from whence are these natives to procure it? And if collusions have 
be.-n practised by members of administrstion when deputed into the 
districts, what reason have we to expect that the conduct of native depu-
ties, who cannot be ignorant of former transactions, will be found more 
unexCl'ptionable than that of their superiors "1 It will certainly be 
allowed that they are liable to great temptations, because their report 
must determine, in 80me degree at least, the amount of revenue to be 
taken from those districts which are to be the subjects of their investiga-
tion. The minutes of General Clavering and Mr. Frances leave us little 
to add on this disagreeable subject. Their reasons against delegating a 
lleparate power of controul to the Govemor are solid and judicious; and 
we are happy in declaring that their conduct on the occasion meets. 
with our approbation." 

:My Lor<h, they af'terwards say in a.nother letter-
.. As the whole of the measure is equally repugnant to our ideas of Second . 

humanity and BOund policy, we have only to add that, if one part of the =:~~e 
Governor General's plan be more exceptional than the rest,"- . 

Among such a. load 'of crime and gUilt, it was difficult to 
decide which had the pre-eminence-
If it. is that order which enjoins the provincial chief and Council, on 
any complaint made by any aumeen. to support and enforce the autho
rity of the said aumeens, by compelling the attendance of such native 
revenue officers as the aumeens might require, and by arresting and 
punishing those who should dare to oppose or disobey what is styled by 
the Govemor General and Mr. Barwell 'the orders of Govemment' in 
those instanoes."-

In my opinion, the court of Directors ~ there with a 
becoming spirit; for it was nndoubtedly an insult upon 

• Extract &om letter of the Directors to the Governor General and Conncil 
of Calcutta, elated 30th .January, 1788.-Printed in the .. MiDutes of the 
Evidence," po 1300. 
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D .TUNE 17110. them to style those the orders of Government. And - if, 
Punishment among, as I 8ay, that load and heap ofcriminaIity whi({h 
of the • thO hI' h' . h' h natives dis- appears 1U IS woe. transactIon, t ere IS one pomt w IC 

:'i~~ngthe stands criminally eminent., it is, undoubtedly, the making 
. liable to punishment, and to punishment to any degree, all 

the natives of that'miscrable country who shall disobey the 
orders-not of Government. but of the usurper, Mr. Hast
ings-as he was upon that occasion, throug4 the medium of 
his tyrant slave, Gunga Govind Sing. 

They also express, upon the subject of Gunga Govind 
Sing, the same honest indignation and surprise. They 
say--'-

The Dire.,.. "The Roy Royan was the original channel of such communications 
tors' disap.. as require the interposition of a native, and not Gunga Govind Sing, 
~~:~ of whose dismission from the. Calcutta Committee had rendered him an 
GovindSing. improper person to transact affairs of such moment to the Company." 

My Lords, I have already stated their idea. of the impro
priety of a native being employed in such a business; bnt 
they do, undoubtedly, particularly discriminate the impro
priety of employing Gunga Govind Sing, who was not only 
as a native disqualified in that respect, but who was, as they 
said, unfit for any trust in their service, having been dis
missed for a former delinquency. I can add little to what 
the court of Directors have said upon this subject; there- -
fore I beg Mr. Hastings and his Counsel will not think it 
necessary to answer me upon this point. Let them answer 
his masters; let them answer, not what we say as his 
accusers, but the judgment passed upon him by those who 
were his lawful masters, and those whose orders he was 
bound to obey. Let him answer it if he can. 

Ne~ssityof In my opinion, if this single crime of his were to go un
Fo~~~~~~s punished, you would set an example, with regard to tlle future 
sake. government of India, that must do more misc1lief than any 

good that can be accepted from any la.ws or systems of Acts 
which the wisest Parliaments that ever sat can frame for the 
government of a distant country. Distant countries must 
always be governed with considerable confidence reposed in 
the governors of them. That confidence ought to be, in 
some degree, as great as the situation requires. The dis
tance of India makes much confidence requisite. 'Ve mny 
pass laws for the government of India; and, when we have 
done all that human wisdom can suggest, much the greater 
part must depend upon the integrity, the abilities and the 
virtue, of the governors sent there. -Therefore, if you 8hould 
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lct pass unpunished this notorious breach of duty, this open 9 JUNE 1790. 

violation of an Act of Parliament, and this establishment of -
a tyranny more direct, more unqualified, more odious and 
dctcstable, in its forms, I will venture to say, than ever was 
established even in that native country of tyranny, the East 
-I say, by the example you set, you will do more mischief 
than ever you can do good by any wise provisions or regula-
tions that you have malle or that you shall hereafter make. 

The next point of criminality to which we wish to dra\v Criminality 

your LordshIps' attention is what we have proved to your ~~r~~~·dC. f 

Lordships upon thc subject of the destruction of the provin- grovi~ci~lo 
cial Councils. ouncils. 

My Lords, I presume it will not be contended with me Duty ofthe 

h . . h d f h G G 1 d h Governor t at It IS t e uty 0 t e overnor enera to 0 w at General to 

an Act of Parliament has explicitly ordered him-to obey ~~~c\~~s. 
the court of Directors. The court of Directors, upon the 
subject of the revcnue, have been as explicit in their orders 
as it is possible for any master to be to his servant, or for 
any state to be to those employed by it. In page 1165 of 
your Minutes, you will perccive the following extract of a 
lctter (l'om the court of Directors of the 5th of February, 
1777:-

" If you are fully convinced that the establishment of pl'ovincial L~tter of tile 
Councils hll.8 not answered, nor is capable of answering, the purposes ~~~~:~:-: 
intended by such an institution, we hereby direct you to form a new ;Mr. Hast
plan for the . colle~tion of the revenues, and to transmit the same to us !~~mti~ to 
for our conslderatlOn." them his 

plan tor the 
My Lords, in another letter of theirs, page 1170, they ~II~tion 

say,- revenu ••• 

f( In our letter of the 24th of December, 1 i76:;rou were acquainted that, 
for many weighty rell.8ons, we did not then thmk it advisable to autho
rize you to let the lands of the provinces on leases for lives, or in per
petuity. The same reasons still operate. 'We therefore direct that you 
re-let the lands from year to :year, on the most advantageous terms pro
curable, except by public auctlon, until you shall be duly authorized and 
empowered by the court of Directors to adopt another system; and we 
further direct tbat you also continue to make the letter and spirit of our 
orders of the 5th of February, 1777, the rule of your proceedings on tbis 
important Bubject." 

That letter of the 5th of February is the letter which 
I had just now the honour of reading to your Lordships. 
The Directors were not content, upon this important point, 
with telling him in plain words, " You shall make no altera· 
tion without sending the plan for our consideration;". but, 
in a letter of a subsequent date, they insist llpon bis nttend-



400 Summin9 of Evidence on the 6tlt, 7tlt and 14tll, Cltarges: 

9 Ju~ 1790. ing to, not only the letter, but the spirit of these orders, 
namely, that any idea of a change or alteration must be sub
mitted to their consideration. What does Mr. Hastings when 
Mr. Francis left India to go to England, or about that time? 

Usurpation He meditates a total subversion of the whole system of 
f~:~~oritY collecting the -revenue. There may be many reasons why 
p~~Jl;l'e he wished it-upon which, perhaps, I may comment. He 
S~~fil~!,nd meditates a total subversion of that system. Does he look 
1J'omm'ftt!,~ at the orders of the Directors? Does he look at the provisions 
orReYenno. of the Act of the thirteenth of the King? If he did look 

at them he looked at them for the purpose of despising and 
insulting them. He will find in the Act of Parliament that 
the revenues are to be managed by the Governor General 
and Council. He will find in the orders of the Directors 
that" no change is to take place, but such an one as shall be 
previously submitted to their. consideration. He abolishes 
at one stroke the provincial Councils, which is making a 
considerable change indeea, without submitting the idea of 
that change to his masters, the Directors; and he breaks the 
Act of Parliament by transferring from the Governor and 
Council to a new committee, which he establishes, all power 
relating to the collection of the revenue. It is true that, in 
the institution of that committee, there is an affectation of a 
control being retained in the Supreme Council; but what 
is that ?~that the determination of' a majority of that Council 

Power re- shall be final. The constitution of the Revenue Committee 
moved from 'd th h d •• f .. h n b" fi-1 the Supremo prOVI es at t e etermmatlOD 0 a maJorIty s a e nlU, 
Council. eVElU if that majority is made only by the casting vote of the 

Distinction 
between 
criminal 
acts and 
crimillal 
intentions. 

president. It says, indeed, in extraordinary cases recourse 
may be had to the Supreme Council, but it says the 
minority are not desired to enter their reasons of dissent; and 
it is not in the power of a minority to bring these extraor
dinary cases to the Supreme Council, the committee having 
themselves the power of determining what is the case which 
deserves such a reference. He, therefore, gives away from 
the Governor General and Council to this Committee of 
Revenue the complete power of settling all the business of 
the revenue whatever, they being intitled to have a reference 
to the Council in such cases as. they shall think necessary. 
In thaI. case, then, he violates the Act of Parliament, and he 
completely defies and flies in the face of their orders. 

Here I beg to make the distinction which I have stated 
to your Lordships, in ,a former part of my speech, in a 
former day and this day-that I distinguish the points which 
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are of sufficient criminality to condemn the prisoner, from 9 JI'NB 1790. 
tJle,;e points which will prove the criminal intention inde-
llcndent of the criminal nct, and which will SIIOW, by aggrn-
vating circumstances, that the punishment ought to be severe. 
IC I ",ere to say no more than I have said,-that he did, in 
de6anee of the Act of Parliament and of his orders, destrqy 
those provincial Councils and set up tbis Committee of 
TIe\'enue, I Ehould conceive myself intitled to call for judg-
mcnt for high crimes nnd misdemeanours; but, when you Cireum

come to examine those £'1cts, you will find that, beyond the ~~~~ 
crime itself, there is circumstance upon circumstance which !"''r,.uPt ob

proves the corrupt object nnd the bad tendency of t11e lee • 

mcasures which he adopted. 
The 61'st measure which I mean to examine is the destrue- Destruction 

tion of the proviucial Councils. Your Lordships will Dot ;~~~ICial 
understand me to be an ndvoente for that establishment; for, Councils. 

undoubtedly, I am one of those who think that the mode in 
which it was first established might be stated against 
Mr. Hastings, as that in itself it was n blameable transaction. 
nut J nm stating thnt Mr. Hastings destroyed it against the 
orJcrs of the Directors; and that he destroyed it from 
criminal motives, and in such a manner as to aggravate the 
criminality of the act. 

The first thing I shall state upon that subject is-and it is C!,ntraryto 

a great and powerful medium of proving the corruption and ~~~ 
guilt of any man-that what he did was contrary to his own 0pID10U. 

declared sense upon the subject; for he had declared that 
those provincial Councils, however blmneable in the eyes of 
Borne, were in bis eyes a good mode of administering the 
reyenue . 

.. The general mode which is at this time established for the manage- His minuto 
ment of the collections is as follows:-The provinces are formed into six !In the sub
dhisions, each comprehending several inferior district.s, under the direc- loot. 
tion of a chief and council These receive their orders from the Board 
M large. and I't'port to them their proceedings in a separate department, 
called a Council of Revenue: and, for the greater facility of despatching 
business with the inhabitants, and for the preservation of the ancient 
terms and mies of office, a dewan, or minister of the revenue, is 
appointed to each division, who is joined to the provincial Council, and 
keeps all the aceount.s and records of the country languages. Native 
superintendante are also appointed to each district of the pro\'incial 
divisiona, \\-ith the title of naibs, and correspond with the provincial 
Councils and diwans. The diwans also transmit their account.s and pro-
Cffdings to an office of ancient institution, latel,. transfe~ f!om the 
tity of Moorshedahad to Calcutta, named 'the Khalsa,' which 18 under 
the charge of an officer entitled' the Roy Royan,' who occasionally sits at 
the meetings of the Council of Revenue, and is the channel of commu-
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OlUND 1790' nication between the Board and the diwans, transmitting to the latter 
the counterparts of the orders of the Board which are sent to the pro
vincial Councils, and receiving their answers. The exceptions to this 
general system are the province of Chittagong, which, from its remote 
situation and small revenue, has been left under the single charge of the 
chief of the factory, and the districts of Pallamow and Ramgur under 
Captain Caruac, and of the Jungulterry of Curruckpore, &1'., under 
Captain Browne. These may be properly termed military collectorships. 
'l'hey are composed of the wild and mountainous parts of the country, 
which have been lately reduced to a state of submission to Govemment, 
and requIre the continual presence of a military force to keep them in 
subjection. The revenue which they yield is inconsiderable, but the 
possession of them is a security of the peace of the cultivated and more 
civilized lands in their neighbourhood, which, till their reduction, were 
continually exposed to the ravages of the wild and lawless people 
inhabiting them. With these military collectors the correspondence was 
carried on by the Govemor only j but, according to the instructions now 
received from the Company, it seems requisite that it should in future 
be conducted by the Council at large.". 

Read also a further extract from the same Consultation, 
beginning at page 10 .of the same book, as follows:-

" I must beg leave to conclude this subject with earnestly offering 
my advice for the continuation of this system in all its parts, with such 
alterations only as the late change in the government has rendered 
indispensibly necessary. Innovations are always attended with difficulties 
and inconveniences. Innovations in the revenue, with a suspension of 
the collections, and a change at this season of the year, would be parti
cularly dangerous, as the time of the heaviest payments is now approach
ing. For the same reason, your speedy determination upon the future 
mode of managing and collecting the revenues would prove of essential 
ser,·ice." " 

" The court of Directors have heen advised of the formation of this 
establishment, in" consequence of the orders transmitted to us in their 
letter of the 7th April, 1773 j and we may sbortly hope to be furnished 
with their final determination conceming it. I must likewise recommend 
the continuance of the separation which was originally made of the 
revenue department from the other offices of the Government, as the 
only means by which it can be regularly conducted j and, as there is no 
branch of the Company's affairs in which their interests so essentially 
depend, I propose that the Council do assemble for the conduct of it ill 
the same manner &s was practised by the late Council of Revenue." 

The last sentence might, perhaps, have been sufficient for 
your Lordships without the rest; for a more complete 
approbation of the system which hc afterwards destroyed 
cannot succinctly be given than the one which I have just 
read, with respect to the mode of mnnaging the collection of . 
the revenues . 

.. Extract from Consultation of the 25th October, 1774.-Pl'iated in the 
" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1165. 
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My Lorda, we hnve aL~ proved in evidence, in page 1166 9Junl790. 

of your Lordships' Minutes, that he at that time was, not Eridence of 

only to a cert:un degree satisfit'd with this mode of the col- ~~~~ng 
lection of the revenue, but he was satisfied that it was the 9:~ 
best possible mode and required no alteration; that he not ~terati~:' 
only states that opinion in the strong terms you have heard 
read to the coort of Directors, but he advises them to apply 
to Parliament, in order to establish those provincial Councils 
nnd make them the law of the land. If the Directors had 
followed his advice, that would have been the law which 
he afterwards destroyed. Considering all his transactions, I 
do not think that would have stoO<\ in his way; nor do I 
think he would have been one jot more criminal if he had 
destroyed them in that case than after their having had the 
approbation of the Directors, whom by an Act of Parliament 
he was bound to obey. He advi!les the Directors to apply 
to Parliament for the establishment of them; and then, all 
at once, he totally and completely destroys them, root and Histota~ 
branch. He docs not alter the system, change it, modify it. ~m!':ctlOn 
II e does not-as he pretends in one of his letters-introduce system. 

a new system by a gradual change; bot he makes a total 
destruction of the whole old system, in order to introduce a. 
new one of his own; and he does that against his own 
declared, solemn, opinion. 

nut he gets rid of that in a way satisfactory to him, but His reasons 

which, I trust, will not be satisfactory to your Lordships. ~:':~it. 
I believe I can recollect the words. You will find them in 
your Minutes. He gives a very bad character of these pro-
vincial Councils which he had before praised; he says they 
are a very bad mode of collection; and he snYA it was ori-
ginally the design, when thel'e provincial Councils were first 
established, to make them only preliminary to a better 
arrangement; and he refers to the Consultations, which 
had looked to an ultimate arrangement of a "'very different 
description than that which he established. He says-

II 'rhe Bystem which yet subsists, though with man)' unessential varia
tions of superintending and the collecting the public revenue thmugh 
the agency of provincial Councils, was instiiuted for the temporary and 
decMd purpose of introducing another more permanent mode, by an 
easy and gradual change, by which the effects of too IlUdden an innova-
tion might be avoided." - . 

• Extract /'rom ConsultatioD or the 9th January, 1781.-Printed iD tbe 
" MiDutes or the EvideDce, .. p. 1178. 
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IlJUl!iE179B. He says-

,; Why the design failed in its effects, and the provincial Councils 
[were] permitted to remain during so long a course as seven years, 
in contradiction of their professed institution, it is unnecessary to 
mention." * 

My Lords, it is unnecessary for him to mention, because 
we know it. They were permitted 'because the court of 
Directors approved them; because he was frequently com
mending them to the court of Directors, and telling them 
that, though they were originally established as a temporary 
system, they were found to be the best possible system, and 
by his advice to be made permanent by an Act of Parlia
ment. AU at once he contradicts every word he had written 
and every principle he had 'laid down, and says-" Why 
these were permitted to remain seven years it is not neces
sary to mention ;"-knowing_that, if he had mentioned why, 
the main and principal ground of their remaining was his 
own opinion, delivered solemnly upon a variety of occasions, 
and his own suggestion that they ought to be woven into an 
Act of Parliament. Sensible that this very cavalier way of 
treating the court of Directors might lead to some explana
tion, he has condescended, in some other parts, to give some 
reasons. He says-" The members of some of the Councils 
were grown factious and incapable of doing their duty." 
When he says this, if not in the same letter, in another of . 
very ncar the same date, I believe in the same letter-it 
is all before your Lordships in evidence--in the same letter 
in which he said that these provincial Councils were com
posed of factious and incapable men, he desires you to 
provide for those factious and incapable men, who have been, 
he says; dismissed, for no fault of theirs, but for the public 
convenience-for a better arrangement :-

AlIo~nce8 " In this, as it must be the case in every reformation, the interest of 
::;;~:r~o~o individual,s has lIeen our principal if not our only impediment. We 
the Councils. could not deprive, at once, so large a body of our fellow sen'ants of their 

bread without feeling that reluctance which humanity must dictate, not 
unaccompanied, perhaps, with some concern for the consequence which 
our own credit might suffer by an act which involved the fortnnea of 
many, and extended its influence to all their connections. This, added 
to the justice which was due to your servants who were removed for no 
fault of theirs, but for the public com'enience, induced us to continue 
their allowances until other offices could be provided for them." , 

.. This and the following passages are extracted from a letter of the Governor 
General and Council to the Directors, dated 5th May, 1781.-Printed in the 
Appendix to the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 689. 
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He states, therefore, these establishments to be good- 9 JUIrE 1790. 

to be fit to be made part of:m Act of Parliament. He Inco}lsi~
destroys them because they are ill executed-executed by t~~C;::.!'t!: 
persons factious and incapable. Then he declares that these mcnts. 

factious and incnpable persons were dismissed for no fault of 
theirs, and theretore, in justice to them, he must gi.ve pen-
sions to some of them. As has been well observed-" he 
conceived faction the best title to a pension, and incapacity 
the best qunli6cation to office;" for he saY8, that those 
persons dismissed must have pensions and offices, yet their 
faction and incapacity is the sole ground he states for their 
dismission, having formally, directly, repeatedly and uni-
formly, approved the inSti.tution which he destroys. 

'Vith respect to these factions in these provincial Coun- His charge 
'1 . '11 b . I' f h offnction in CI 8, It WI e necessary to give some exp anatlon 0 w at the Councils. 

was the probnble meaning of the defendant upon that sub-
ject. Your Lordships have heard sufficiently of Kelleram 
and Cullian Sing. You have heard that the factious Council OP80sition 

of Patna had proposed terms for the letting of Behar to the g~~~~il of 
•. 1 h h h M H . Patnato znmmuar, W 0 wns t e proper person; t at r. astmgs the Jetting 

took. ?pon himself to let i~ to Cullia~ Sing :"nd Kelleram, 'j[e~J~~:Jnto 
receIvmg from them a cont!lderable brIbe, whIch he chooses Il:'.ld Cullian 

to denominate a peshcush. You have heard more-that this Smg. 

transaction, though kept close and secret by Mr. Hastings 
himself, was rumoured abroad. You have heard, particularly 
from Mr. Young and Mr. Moore, who were both of them 
Ilfo\·jncial Councillors-Mr. Young was a member of the 
provincial Council of Dehar and Mr. Moore of the Council of 
Calcutta-you have heard from these two gentlemen that 
reports upon this subject reached their ears. You have 
hearll from Mr. Anderson that reports upon this subject 
reached his ears as enrly as the year 1780. From the Detectionof 

moment that Mr. Hastings heard that a report of his bribes ~~!l,~~~ 
prevailed, that they had been detected by the provincial :ro!r:cial 
Councils, he says-" These are factious and incapable men." Councils. 

He dismisses them. The institution is good, but, as faction 
is apt to be loud and querulous, and incapacity talkative, he 
thought the best way of making all quiet was by giving to 
some of them pensions and to others offices of trust and emol-
ument. He endeavours to conciliate the men, and he destroys 
the system; because they had been so fnctious-some to hear, 
and others to propagate the report, of his Jetting lands for 
bribes instead of lettin'" them for rents. 'V hat occurs to 
Mr. Hastings? "Let us destroy these factions; let us 
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9 JUIfB 1790. have no more whisperings upon the subject; let us destl'Oy 
- these provincial Councils "-which, according to his own tes

timony and that of every witness at your Lordships' bar, 
not excepting even Mr. Shore, were more able to correct 
corruptions and evil doings than the committee he esta
blished" in their stead. "Away with all these troublesome, 
factious, Councils; let us destroy them! 'Vhy we have let 
them last so long it is not necessary now to mention." 

Substitu. Having stated what occurs to me upon the destruction of 
g;:~~t:: these Councils, you will see everything I have stated in a 
of RAJvenue. much stronger light when you look at the institution which 

was substituted in their place. The institution which was sub
stituted in theiL' place has the name of a Committee instead of 
a Council; Rnd it is so far convenient that your Lordships 
will always understand when I speak of a Council I spi!ak of 
the old mode, when of the Committee of the new one. In 
lieu of these Councils he substitutes a Committee of Revenue. 
I am eorry to take up so "much of your Lordships' time, but 
there are so many remarkable features, both in the constitu
tion of'the Committee and the persons who compose it, that 
you will not be able to form a competent judgment of this 
Committee unless you attend to the circumstances connected 
with it with a considerable diligence :-

Constitution " That a Committee of Revenue, consisting of foUl' covenanted servants 
Of"~re Com· of the Company, be immediatel:r constituted, who shall be entrusted 
ml 00. with the charge and administratIon of all the public revenue of these 

provinces, and invested in the fullest manner with all the powers and 
authority, under the controul of the Gm'ernor General and Council, which 
the Governor General and Council do themselves possess and shall not 
reserve exclusively to themselves."* 

I wish Jour Lordships to observe whether they reserve 
any exclusively to themselves whatever, and, if they do, of 
what nature and importance it is. 

"That the first persons nominated to this charge be Mr. David 
Anderson,"-
whose name occurs almost always in all the secret transac
tions of Mr. Hastings-

" Mr. John Shore, Mr. Samuel Charters, and Mr. Charles Crofts-tJ 
without whom the rest would bave been nothing-Mr. 
Charles Crofts, whom Mr. Hastings llimself had detected in 
an error of 160,0001. or 170,0001. sterling, in stating the 
account of the stipend to the Nawab Mobaric-ud-Dowla!-

... Plan for the Management of the Revenue;" 9th February, 1781.
Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," pp. 1178, etseqq. 
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Ii TIlat the office ot Superintendant of the Khalsa records shall be 9 ,JUlIB 1790. 
aboli6hed; and the office of Khalsa, with all its dependent offices and Ab IT t 
all the functions and powers appertaining to it, shall be transferred to offi~ ~ln ° 
the Committee of Revenue." ~~:d~~-Of 

I b 1· L d . .. 'd b I' h h' the khalsa e leve, my or s, It IS In eVI ence elOre t at t IS records. 

superintendency of the khalEa records was an office, as you 
wiU see by this paper, itself, of considerable importance; and 
we can produce it in evidence if necessary, that the superin- Eminent 

tcndent happened to be at this time a gentleman of the name ~~~ter 
of Ducarell; and I understand from all those who have been :=ri:. 
in India and know anything of persons and characters of tendent. 

India-and wo shall prove it if you conceive it necessary-
that he was eminent, not only for his abilities. but for his 
integrity and meritorious services of' every kind to the 
Company. His office was, however. to be abolished . 

.. That the Canongocs shall be reinstated in the complete cbarge and 
possession of all the functions and powers which constitutionally apper
tain to their office . 

.. That the Committee shall examine and report the state of the other 
offices dependent on the Khalsa, and propose such alterations as shall 
appear to them necess~ for making them answerable to the purposes of 
their in.titution, and bnnging them under the controul and daily inspec
tion of the Committee . 

.. That the Committee shall immediately prepare establislunents for 
their own immediate department, and such temporary establishments as 
Ihall be judged necessary for the collectors of the divisions or districts, 
and sballlay the same before the Board for approbation . 

.. That such of the Company's sen'ants as shall be removed from their Pens(ons 
present officeR, in conllequence of those arrangements, shall be permitted ~~~v,:r 
to draw the same allowances as they draw at present, until they shall be from their 
appointed to other offices, or until it shall be the pleasure of the Board to places. 
withdraw this indulgence." . 

I have stated to your Lordships that they had pensions 
during pleasure; and the reason why during pleasure. con
sidering what their offence was, is pretty obvious. 

" That a commission of two per cent. on all net sums paid immediately 
into the treasury at the Presidency, on account of the public revenues, in 
the course of every month, be allowed to the members of the Committee 
and their principal assistants." 

This commission of two per cent. amounts among those 
four gentlemen-and there was one afterwards added to 
them-to somewhat above 50,0001. sterling a year; and, I 
believe, economy was one of the recommendations of this 
new scheme! 

.. That if the members of the Committee .hall difl'er in opinion upon Ab.otnt~ 
any question before them, the majority, or the caating voice of the :~~:it:.thO 
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9 JUNIl1790. President or senior member present shull decide lind form the resolution 
- of the whole; but it is not expected that every dissentient opinion shall 

be recorded,"-thcre was no great desire of publicity in this matter,
" and where the case shall be deemed of such importance as to require 
it, it shall be immediately referred, together with so much of the proceed
ings as have an immediate relation to it, to the Board. But the deter
mination -of the majority uf the Committee shall not therefore be stayed, 
unless it shall be so agreed by the majority." . 

So that there could be no reference upon the subject 
where there was difference of opinion, till the opinion of the 
majority had been actually carried into execution and effect. 
You will find that, in this, as well M in every other business, 
it is not only material what should be the constitution of a 
Board with powers like this Committee of Revenue, but who 
should be the persons composing the Board. The persons 
composing the Board I have stated before; but-

!.~~ti::- "At a Council, present the Honourabie Warren Hastings, Esq., 
Gunga Go- Governor General, President, and.;Edward Wheler, Esq. Agreed"-
vindSingas A d h h'al f I h I diwanofthe n _ ere com.es t e materl part 0 tie woe transac-
f:ommittee. tion-the very pith of it-all the real cause for which the 

Pownrs 
given to 
the diwan. 

Offieeof 
Rai-rayal1 
superseded. 

provincial Councils were destroyed and this Committee of 
Revenue instituted. 

" Agreed, that Gunga Govin Sing be appointed Dewan to the Com
mittee of Revenue, and th:1t they be advised of it in the following 
letter:"-

" 'To Mr. David Anderson, President, &c., and the Members of the 
Committee of Revenue. 

" Gentlemen,-We have this day thought proper to appoint Gungs. 
Govin Sing to the office of Dewan to your Committee.' " 

Then we come to the powers:-
" That, as the Supreme Council have thought proper to appoint II 

Dewan to the Committee, it will be the duty of the Dewan to countersign 
the papers executed by them, and carry into execution such orders lIS are 
given to him and such duties as appertain to his office, and to be present 
at the meetings of the Committee, and sit with them to receive their 
orders, and to attend the President occftBionally, and to report such 
matters to him as require his orders, which he is to obey. That the 
Roy Royan, therefore, should not be aHowed to interfere in the business 
transacted by the Dewan of the Committee, as such intmference would 
occasion frequent disputes and great delay in the business, which each 
would ascribe to the other." 

Here is another ancient officer, called the Rai-royan, com
pletely set aside, because they say that, if he was to bappen 
to have any dilference f?f opinion with Gunga Govind Sing, 
it might occasion disputes. Undoubtedly, the nomination of 
any and every person to any office does occasion disputes. 
but they do constitute a check and control; and. when you 
take away any possibility of dispute, you take away all 
!Jossibility of check and control likewise. 
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•• That the duty fonnerly vested in the Roy Royan of superintending 9 JUlfB 1790. 
the conduct of the pro\incial Dewsn8, of receiving accounts from them -
in the Bengal language, and of issuing counterparts of the orders which 
the Board of Revenue should expedite to the collectors, will now become 
unnecell8lll'J'." . 

t. That, with respect to such pro\incial Dewans as remain in the districts 
where collectors are stationed, tbey should coutinue to act under the direc
tions of tbose collect<>rs to whom the Committee will expedite their orders." 

.. That, witb respect to such provincial Dewans and Naibs as reside in 
districts wbere there are no collectors, the Committee will also issue their 
orders to tbem through their President, and such orders are to be 
countersigned by the Dewans of the Committee." 

.. That the Directors be lU'.cordingly directed to address the Persian 
and Bengal copies of such accounts as they shall send to the Committee 
to the Dewan of the Committee, under cover, directed to the President 
and Committee, and that orders be issued to the provincial Dewans and 
Naibil who reside in districts where there are no collectors to adopt the 
aame mode of address." 

.. That thc executive business appertaining to the collection of the 
rent. of the lIuzzoory Mehals will principally rest with the President of 
the Committe and Dewan, subject to the orders of the Committee." 

.. That the Accountant General of the Dewanny will still eontinue to 
perform the duties described in the old regulations of the Khalsa, or 
Buch other functions as may have since been prescribed by the honorable 
Board." 

So that here the Accountant General of the Revenue, who Power 

your Lordships know is this individual Mr. Crofts, is sub- ~~~rts. 
stituted, in point of fact, to execute all the offices of Mr. Du-
carell; and, therefore, which we conceive you will think no 
inconsiderable or trifling circumstance in this business, he 
appoinh a Committee wholly independent of the superior 
Council. He appoints that Committee, consisting of four 
members, some of whom, I think, were not fit for any trust 
whatever, in :Mr. Hastings' opinion of what he knew of them, 
-~pecifically and particularly Mr. Crofts. 

But I am ready to own, that who were or who werc Dot 
the members of this Committee is a point wholly immaterial; 
for I now come to the great and material evidence in the Evidence of 

whole of this cause, frOID whom the Counsel thought they Mr. Shore. 

could gain much assistance because of his friendship and 
l)artiality to Mr. Hastings, but who by ten thousand testi-
monies c:m never do away the substantial and solid evidence 
he has given us in this cause-I mean Mr. Shore. 

We have had :Mr. Shore before your Lordships. He 
bas told us that that paper which is under his name~ 
that paper which was presented to Mr. Macpherson in 
the year 1782-is his own paper; and he states himself 
to continue in the opinions there given. The principal 
substance of that paper, upon which I shall rely, is in 
these short words-that the Committee of Revenue is a tool 
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91uNlI1790. in thehallds of their diwan; that a Committee of Revenue, 
ThcC;;;;;mit. constituted of the most diligent, the most able, and the most 
:~~ t!~d~i~f active officers, still can be nothing better than a tool in the 
theirdiwan. hands of their diwan. Then, after having read all the power 

given to this Committee, after having read all the power of 
which'the Board and Governor General and Council have 
divested themselves, you will understand from Mr. Shore 
that they divested themselves of this power - not to 
Mr. Shore, Mr. Anderson, or the rest of the Committee
but to Gunga Govind Sing, in whose hands they were all 
tools and ciphers. 

He has stated in that paper, with so much energy and 
propriety, his opinions upon that subject, that I think it will 
be better than anything I can say upon it to read them to 
your LOl·dships. 

Minute of 
1II.r. Shore.. [" In the actual collection of the revenues, [nothing is more necessary 

than to give immediate attention to all complaints which are preferred 
daily without number, and dispatch them in a summary manner. This 
cannot be done where the controul is remote. In every pergunnah through
out Bengal there are some distinct usages which cannot be clearly known 
at a distance; yet, in all complaints of oppression or extortion, these must 
be known before a decision can be pronounced. But to learn at Calcutta 
the particular customs of a district of Radshahy or Dacca is almost im
possible, and considering the channels through which an explanation 
must pass, and through which the complaint is made, any colouring may 
be given to it; and oppression and extortion to the ruin of a district 
may be practised with impunity. This is a continual source of embar
rassment to the Committee of Revenue in Calcutta. One object of their 
institution is to bring the revenues without agency to the Presidency; 
and all loeal controul is removed from over the renters who pay at 
Calcutta or what is called Huzzoory; when complaints are made against 
them, it is almost impossible to discriminate truth from falsehood; and, 
to prevent a failure in the revenues, it is found necessary in all doubtful 
cases to support the farmer; a circumstance which may confirm the 
most cruel acts of oppression. The real state of any district cannot be 
known by the Committee; a farmer or zemindar may plead that an inun
dation has ruined him, or that his country is a desert from want of rain; 
an aumeen is sent to examine the complaint; he returns with an exag
gm'ated account of losses, :proved in volumes of intricate accounts, which 
the Committee have no time to read, and for which the aumeen is well 
paid; possibly, however, the whole account is false. Suppose no aumeen 
is employed, and the renter is held to the tenor of his engagements, the 
loss, if real, must occasion his ruin, unless his assessment is very moderate 
indeed. I may now venture to pronounce that the real state of the 
districts is now less kno~, and the revenues less underst~od, than in 
1774. Since the natives have had the disposal of accounts, since they 
have been introduced as agents and trusted with authority, intricacy and 
confusion have taken place; the records and accounts which have been 
compiled are numerous j yet when any particular account is wanted it 
cannot be found. It is the business of all, from the ryott to the Dewan, 
to conceal and deceive; the simplest matters of fact are designedly 
covered with a veil through which no human understanding can pene-



Speech of l'rIr. Fo:r~ 411 

trate. With respect to the present Committee of Revenue, it is morally 9 JUNE 1790. 
iml'08&ible for them to execute the business they are intrusted with. They -
are vested with a general controu). and they have an executive autho-
rity larger than ever was before given to any board or body of men; 
they may, and Dlust, get through the business; but to pretend to assert 
that ther really execute it would be folly and falsehood. The grand 
ohject 0 the natives is to acquire independent controul; and for many 
years th"y have pursued this with wonderful art. The farmers and 
zemindar. under the Committee prosecute the same plan, and have ready 
objections to anything that has the least appearance of restriction: all 
controul removed, they can plunder as they please. The Committee 
must have a Dewall, or executive officer, call him by what name you 
J,lcase. This man in fact has all the revenue paid at the Presidency at 
his disposal; and can if he ho.s any abilities bring all the renters ullder 
contribution. It is little advantage to restrain the Committee themselves 
from bribery or corruption, when their executive officer has the power of 
practising both undetected. To display the arts employed by a native 
on such occasions would fill a volume. He discovers the secret resources 
of the zemindars and renters, their enemies and competitors; and by the 
engines of hope and fear raised upon these foundations he can work 
them to his purpose. The Committee, with the best intentions, best 
abilities and steadiest application, must after all be a tool in the hands 
of their Dewan."] • 

I should Le wasting your Lordships' time and my own ChaTactcr of 
laboUl' ~f I were to say anything in addition to what MT. Shore, 

Mr. Shore has said upon the subject. It is only necessary 
for me to observe who Mr. Shore is. Mr. Shore was It 

mcmbel' of this very Committee of Revenue. Mr. Shore is It 
person who declares a great, good, opinion of Mr. Hastings, 
and is not desirous, therefore, of saying anything that may 
make against him. Mr. Shore is 0. man, confessedly, of 
great experience with respect to the revenue of Bengal. 
He was 8ent out upon that ground, I believe, as a coadjutor 
with Lord Cornwalli8, when that nobleman was sent as 
Governor General. He is returned DOW, and he give8 at 
the bar of this House evidence consistent with that minute, His evi. 

which evidence is, tha.t the office which he occupied as a t:~:!!'."t 
member of that Committee was a mockery and a farce; that m

t 
itl~ wteht"e 

• 0081n e 
do the busmess they must, but to pretend they executed bands of 

their office was a jest; and that he and the rest were-what ~~d~i;:' 
I contend they were-neither more nor Jess than tools in the 
hands of Gunga Govind Sing. And at this moment I have 
0. right to assume as 0. fact that Mr. Hastings, when he 
destroyed the provincial Councils, did not substitute a Com-
mittee of Revenue in its stead, but 8ubstituted Gunga Govind 
Sing as paramount minister over aU the revenue, and over 

• II Remarks on the Mode of administering J ostice to the Natives in Bengal, 
Dnd on tbe Collection of the Revenue," by Mr. Shore, 12tb May, 1785.-'" 
Printed in tbe II Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1279. 
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{) JU~E 1790. all tllC collections and ail the farms of all the various 
provinces or Bengal. 

Office of My Lords, one should have thought that tllis situation 
naib-
kauungo. of diwan was enough. Mr. Hast.ings did not think so; for 

he, knew that Gunga Govind Sing, who was diwaD, was 
also naibkanungo, an officer who, from the evidence of 
Mr. Anderson, we understand to be one who might have 

.It check 011 a' check upon the diwan. Mr. Anderson, after a variety of 
thediwan. 

questions, comes to that conclusion at length-that he might 

The olHce 
held by 
GungaGo
\'ind Sing's 
80U. 

be so. However, in every office there must be subordinate 
persons, and those subordinate persons may act in some 
respects as a check upon their superiors. There was not 
only a diwan, but a naib diwan. This naib might pos
sibly not be a tool in the hands of Gunga Govilld Sing, but 
a check upon him, which the Committee could not be. Who 
was the naib diwan? Prawn Kishen, the son of' Gunga 
Govind Sing, So that, not satisfied with putting Gunga 
Govind Sing in this situation, where he made his whole 
Council tools and ciphers, he appointed him naibkanungo, 
which ought to be a check upon him, and appointed his own 
son to an office which might be some check npon him. So 
anxious, so cautious, so careful, so curious was Mr. Hastings 
in his selection of this Committee, that he was afraid that that, 
which in Mr. Shore's opinion was. sufficient to give G. 'unga 
Govind Sing the whole power of the country, should,not be 
sufficient, without putting all the subordinate offices arso into 
his power. 

I have omitted, and shall not dwell now upon many inferior 
circumstances. I shall just state them to your Lordships, with 

llr. Hast. references to where they may be found. Your Lordships 
ings' decla· 
rati!,n will find, in pages 1172 Rnd 1178 of your Minutes, Mr. Hast-
~~~ dele. ings' declaration against all partial delegations. If ever 
gations. there was a thing which did not come within this description, 

it is this Committee. That it was not It partial delegation, . 
but an entire one, I am ready to admit. 

Hlsob.iec- You will find .Mr .. Hastings universally objecting to short rion to short leases, and pleadmg m favour of long ones. The first regu
eases. .lation of this Committee was that leases were to be from year 

to year. You will find It general opinion of his against all inno
~inst. vations, whatever, of any kind; and that, whenever changes 
mnovatlOns. are introduced, they ought to be by It gradual and easy mode. 

You will find the Directors agree with him in most of these 
opinions; and you will find that, in direct defiance and con
tradiction of all these opinions, he abolished t.he provincial 
Councils, by no gradual, easy change, and substituted in the 
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room of them a farce of a committee, but, III fact, Gunga 9 JUNE 1790, 

Govind Sing. 
It is not to be omitted that this appointment of Gunga Theappoint-

G 'd S' 1 b G G' d ment of ovm mg was not on y su sequent to unga ovm G;unga.Go-

S' , d I' d d' .' h' h h d h d I vmd Smg 109 s e lOquency an IsmiSSlOn, W IC a appene, subsequent 

believe, when the majority was against him, but it was ~i;~~tOrll' 
subsequent to his appointment of Gunga Govind Sing d;sj;pprOval 

as amin, and subsequent to the Board of Directors having 0 1m. 

expressed their astonishment, surprise and indignation, 
at his giving that office to Gunga Govind Sing, after he 
had been marked with the ignominy of that dismission. He 
knew, therefore, that, as much as Gunga Govind Sing was 
agl'eeable to him, as much as he was necessary to him, as 
much did the Board of Directors consider him as a person 
unfit to be employed on account of his former delinquencies. 

I hope I may say I have a right to deprecate one parti
cular argument which I expect from the Counsel for. the 
Defendant, because I allow it has some force, but yet I think 
it
h 

ougMht nHot t~ be used ~gaidnsGt me. GWh~ndI sa~gue as ,a prohof ~~~~::;";it 
t at r. astmgs appolOte unga ovm mg agamst t e dte~~~~~~~ 
orders of the Directors with a corrupt view, when I take that the Direc

as a strong proof of his corruptioI?, do not let them answer me tors. 

thus and say-" Never reason upon Mr. Hastings' disobe-
dience to the orders of the Directors. He always did it by 
choice, It was his constant system, his scheme, the object of 
his whole government; and, therefore, do not draw any infer-
ence from that which he did daily. You cannot draw an in-
ference from a man's rising in the morning and going to bed 
at night. You cannot draw an inference from a man's taking 
his usual repast at the proper hour of the day. You cannot 
draw an inference from that which is the whole course and 
tenor of Mr. Hastings' life-defying Acts of Parliament, 
and disobeying all the orders of the court of Directors." 
My Lords, that is an argument to which I know no answer, 
but simply deprecating it and begging it may not be used; 
for I know it would have a power and force which I cannot 
resist before your Lordships. Therefore I must beg it may 
not be used, because it would not be decent to the Court that 
it should. 

If we are to consider Mr. Hastings in the light of a common 
man, as one who would, where he had no particular object to 
do otherwise, obey the laws of the land and the instructions 
of his superiors, then I say that knowing, as he did, the 
particular objections which the court of Directors had to 
Gunga Govind Sing, their particular indignation and {tstonisll-
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9 JU~190. ment at his being appointed to the situation of amin, he 
could not have, after that, appointed him to this greater 
situation as a diwan, except with the corrupt views whichl 
impute to him, and except with the guilt of mind which 
I thin~ pervades the whole of this transaction. 

~~~~~oint,. One of .the Council of C~lcut~.' I believe ~r. Macph~r
diwan c!'m- son,speakmg of Gunga Govmd Smg, calls hun the natIve 
fl~~~f"'th Chancellor of the Exchequer, meaning thereby, to English 
~:'t~~cellor ears, to English minds, to convey a situation of great and 
Exchequer. illustrious power. It is, undoubtedly, of that nature in EnO'-

land; ·it is an office ·which in England has been possessed by 
a variety of descriptions of men, but, at least, all high in the 
opinion of their sovereign, and supposed to enjoy the confi
dence. of the public. W·hat should you say to one who was 
to advise his Majesty to appoint a person Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in this country-which is an office to which 
Mr. Macpherson has compared the situation of Gunga Govind 
Sing-to appoint a person who had been dismissed for an actual 
delinquency and for pecuniary frauds? I believe no such at
tempt, in the worst times, ever was made in this country, nor 
is likely to be made. But give me leave to say, that, when 
Mr. Macpherson compares the situation of Gunga Govind 
Sing to the most powerful Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
ever was in the country, he makes a comparison that will by 
no means give your Lordships an idea of his power. 

The d,iwan This country is so constituted, thank God I that no man, 
:~~sIQ!in however high in the c~nfidence of the public, however high 
his office. by the favour of his sovereign, can be in a situation of power 

like that of Gunga Govind Sing. What is a Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in this country? what the minister of a king 
in the more absolute monarchies of Europe? He is a per
son always invested with limited power, accountable-thank 
God I-in this country, to the representatives of the people. 
What is this diwan? He is not even a responsible person, 
but a person acting under the name of a mock committee, 
and having, as Mr. Shore states it, the person, the fortune 
-nay, the life, by means of punishment-almost of every 
native in those fifty-eight or sixty provinces which contain 
the dominion of the Company in the East. 

Therefore your Lordships are not to consider the power 
of this diwan by comparison with a minister of any of the 
limited governments in Europe. No! It is a power nbso
lute, unlimited and perfect, to take from the inhabitants of 
the country every shilling which he can draw from their 
pockets, by every means by which he can extract it. Hear 
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the opinion of Mr. Hastings upon that subject, not speaking 9 JUNB1790. 

of a diwnn, but spenking of a native farmer; and hear the. ~r .• H,,!,~ 
impotence of the English Government after the establishment ~':,~h~~~~ll 
of the collection of· revenues. It is upon some accusation .~on~i.bility 
against Mr. Goodlnd, relative to Deby Sing and Rungpore. ~flI:~~c 

II I entirely acquit Mr. Goodlad of all the charges; [he has disproved 
them. It W88 the duty of the accuser to prove them. Whatever crimes 
may be eatabliahed against Rajah Deby Sing it does not follow that 
Mr. Goodlad was responsible for them."J-By which means he shows 
the impotence of the control of the British Government.-" And I so 
well know the character and abilities of Raja Devy Sing [that I can 
eIIIlily conceive that it W88 in his llower both to commit the enormities 
which aN laid to his charge, and to conceal tbe grounds of them from 
Mr. Goodlad, who had no authority but that of receiving the accounts and 
rents of the district from Rajah Davy Sing, and occasionally to be the 
channel of communication between him and the Committee." * 

The orders of your Lordships have prevented us from Rcferenceto 

showing what these" enormities" were; but the very use of~~~~m:~ 
the word c, enormities," I suppose, is sufficient to allow me to ~rDeby 
presume that certain great enormities would be committed mg. 

by Deby Sing without Mr. Goodlad knowing the grounds 
of them or being nny way responsible for them. Upon that As rt. 
subject, though it may not be strictly in issue, as it has Of:l:8 ~~~th 
pleased the learned COllnsel on the other side to make a call ~:;:~g~S . 
upon the vengeance of this House and of Almighty God, '::f:d~s~;lm 
not upon himself, but in a peculiar manner upon his client, if Mr. Burke, 
ever this charge should come and he should not be able to 
refute it, a.ll I beg leave to say in this place is, as a counter 
declaration, that if it should ever come-and I hope and 
wish it may-in 110 regular form to your Lordships, may the 
vengeance of this House and of Almighty God, whom he 
has called upon, fall-I will not say upon my honourable 
friend next me-but fall upon me, if I do not prove that all 
those things stated by my honourable friend were fairly and 
justly imputable, in the way and in the mode in which he 
imputed them, to the defendant at your bar! t 

• Extraet from a Minute ot Mr. Hastings, of tbe 21st February, 1785.
l'rinted in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1251. 

t Mr. Fox refers to words uttered by Mr. Law, on the 18th of May, previous, 
in tbe course of an altercation with the Managers relative to the admission of 
evidence of the practice of torture by tbe provincial Councils and of the 
cruelties charged against Deby Sing. His words were:-" Let the Commons 
pllt the detail of those shocking cruelties into the shape of a charge which my 
client can meet; let them present them in tbat shape at yonr Lordships' bar, 
and then we will be ready to hear every proof that can be adduced. And i( 
wben they have doae that, the gentleman for wbom I am now speaking does 
Dot falsify every act of cruelty that the honourable Managers shall attempt to 
prove upon him, may the hand of this House, and the hand of God light upon 
him 1"_History of the Trial, Part ill., p. 56. 
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Q JUNE 1190. I cannot now prove it, because it is not in evidence before 
Suc~el. your Lordships. But I hope and trust you will allow me 
~::'.:',!!~n:O as fair this mode of reasoning: I am not allowed to prove 
~~~.~;:t,m specific cruelties that were committed because these specific 
ofg1vern. cruelties were not charged, but surely I may be allowec1 to 
men. show that, in the nature of things, from the species of 

government which Mr. Hastings instituted, great cruelties 
were likely and probable to be committed. And I am sure 

. I need not take up much of your Lordships' time to sholV, 
that, if Mr. Hastings destroyed all check and all control of 
the provincial Councils whatever, if he substituted his own 
bribe-broker, GlInga Govind Sing, to the whole command of 
the country, with a po wet: to sell to him and his master 
together the whole of those sixty provinces which I have 
stated, must we not know that the wretched inhabitants of 
these provinces must have had to pay II. triple rent-one 
to the Company, another to Mr. Hastings, and another 

Thenatives to Gunga Govind Sing? Must we not know that t.hose 
impOV.l~ miserable natives who are obliged to pay that triple rent. ished by ~ 
the bribe! mnst have every rupee taken from them, and be left in the 
paid to Mr. 'f d ' d' b h h Ha.stillgs extremIty 0 poverty an III Igence, ecause t ey ave not 
;;;'~i~dSf.~g. only to pay their usual rent., but the extortion and bribes of 

their two joint masters, Mr. Hastings and Gunga Govind 
Sing? And may I not st.ate, that it is probable that the 
farmers, driven to desperation on one hand, and finding no 
means but the mil!erable poverty of the natives to extort. 
from on the other, must be driven to cruelties which 
English ears .~ould.' 'shudder to hear and English hearts 
to think of? 1'his must naturally be the effect of such a 
government. 

!;!t=~~Of It maybe said-why do I infer that Gunga Govind Sing, 
l)lib~~trom when he had all these powers, would so abuse them, or that 
~':o~~d.cnses Mr, Hastings would sell them? I can judge of the act;; 

of men that are not discovered only from those which are 
discovered. I find that Mr. Hastings, before he instituted 
this Committee, diel sell for bribes the farms of Behar. I 
finel he did, for a bribe from Kelleram and Cullian Sing, give 
them a lease which he ought not to have given them. I 
find he received a bribe from Dinagepore and N uddea. I 
find that all these three bribes he received through the. hands 
of Gunga Govind Sing. Can I, therefore, resist the neces
sary inference, that, when he had destroyed all chec~ and 
put this country into the hands of the very luan through 
whom he received his bribes, what was proved before with 
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respect to three great provinces, N nddea, Behar and Dinage- 91un mo. 
pore, might probably be the case with all the remaining -
,jfty-seven-or whatever number it is-that constitute that 
great empire in India? Why am I to suppose that he that 
woulJ ri~k hiiJ character by taking bribes from N uddea, 
Dehar and Dinagepore, at a time when there were so many 
checks to di~ver it, should, after he had thrown down all Temptation 

the dykes, be more abstemious than he was when there were ~lc'h:b~ 
so, many checks to detcct and discover his corruption.?-
that he should refuse doing that to gain a million, when he 
could do it in security, which he did to gain 40,000/., with 
all the danger of discovery and all the in£'lmy to which he 
WilS liable if detected? 

I cannot suppose the mind of any man to be so made 
- strange as his Counsel Dmy contend· his to be - that, 
while there were any checks, while there were provincial 
Councils to discover, while there was Mr. Moore to hear 
reports, Mr. Young t.o propagate them, and Mr. Anderson 
not able tn disbelieve them - though his friendship to 
Mr. HlU!tings would make him wish to do so - while all 
these things were going on, he should risk calumny, dis· 
covery and punishment, for40,OOOl, and that he should 
Ilt once begin a new life of temperance, justice and modera· 
tion, when there was no longer any obstacle between him and 

. his desires, and when there were no longer any means or power 
of discovery, whatever might be his acts. My Lords, I cannot 
believe the mind of any man to be so constituted; and thera. 
fore I have A fj,ir ground of presumption, that, from the 
moment Mr. Hastings destroyed all those checks, from the 
moment he gave the country over, as Mr. Shore says he 
did, to' Gunga Govind Sing, as to an arbitrary tyrant, 
making the Committee a tool in his hands, from that 
moment, the dykes all being broken down, Mr. Hastings 
knew no limit to his corruptions and bribes but his own 
desires, whatever they might be. 

My Lords, in corroboration of this presumption which I 
state, there is one b-trong feature in all the!!e circumstances 
necessary for you to remark. Before the year 1781, we Bribes_ 

hear of a Dinagcpore peshcusb-called a peshcush upon a ~;'~b 
false pretence, but literally a bribe, for if it is a peshcush ~d'Sin~ 
why is not the whole of the security given to the Company prio~tn.tbe 

• • lDshtntion 
nnd not a part only of tbe money receIved upon It? Aor.tbeCom-

bribe is received from Dinagepore. Through whom? ~~.: 
Throngh the hands of Ganga Govind Sing. A bribe i9 

VOL. ll. DD 
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9. JUNBl790. receive<l from Nuddea. Thl'ough whom? Through the 
hands of Gunga Govind Sing. A bribe is received from 
Cullian Sing lind Kelleram through the hands of the same 

_ ideq,tical native, Gunga Govind Sing. AM these trant!actions 
are prior to the inst.itution of the Committee of Revenue. 

N08Ubse- After that, you hear indeed of the bribe from Nobkissin, 
Ijuent 
mention of which stands upon a particulal' ground, and is stated for a 
presents to •. ula b h f ill" Hast- partIc r purpose; ut you ear no more 0 any presents to 
:If!~U9e Mr. aastings connected with the receipt of revenue. How, 
3i"fve3, in the name of God, should yon hear of them any more, 

es roy , when he had put an end to all checks and to all means of 
discovery? -

It seems as if he had been contented for a time with 
gaining 40,000/..30,0001., 20,0001., or any such sum as 
might occur that he could keep secret for his own purposes; 
b~t he was irritated by faction, that is, a discovery of his 
o~vn crimes. Alarmed by reports, he was forced to write one 
letter hastily, for fear of the insinuations of calumny; he 
was forced to make a. discovery to his colleagues of one 
instance, for fear it should be known by other means; he 
was forced to make a discovery to the Company of another, 
lest he should be thought guilty of ostentation. . 

The court of Directors pester bim with questions. He 
says-" You a.sk me about things at this distance which I 
cannot recollect. Why I took this 20,0001., which belonged 
to you, and took it to myself, I cannot recollect. You tease 
aod pester me witl\ particular questions. To you, bred up 
to business, these things are not intelligible; therefore, I 
can only tell- you I remember little or nothing about them." 
He sees it is the shortest way to break, at once, all dykes, 
barriers and defences, whatever :-" Let me not any more 
employ Gunga Govind Sing secretly, in this province or 
that, but give to him the complete letting of all the pro
vinces in the British empire in Hindustan, and then he and I 
together can take for those lettings any sum, to any amount 
we please, and no rumour can spread of it, for it can exist 
without the knowledge of anybody. There is no control. 
There is' no kanungo to be control on the diwan; no naib 
<liwan; no provincial Council; no Committee who can bring 
this accusation against me if I quarrel with them, for they 
are all tools in his hand. Let me take all these measures: 
neither you, Sirs, the Directors, the Parliament, nor any 
person in England, can ,hear of these bribes; because, instead 
of taking one here and another there, liable to detection, I 
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may take (rom the whole country with impunity, and defy 9JuNBl790. 

the inquisitivenes~ of my enemies and the indiscretion of my -
friends." 

I think this charge was properly stated with the charge ofCharge!,f 
. b h hId . d . hcorruPtion. corruption, ecause, t oug 0 not prove It connecte Wit 

any specific bribe, 8S I did in the sixth, yet, by connecting it 
with all the circumstances, we cannot but infer that the 
motive to this act was as corrupt as the act was, certainly, 
illegal and criminal. 

.My Lords, I have now done with pointing out to your 
Lordships the evidence upon this charge. I have, to save 
your Lordships' time, in many instances, only alluded. to the Apology!'or 

'd . h ad" I b I not reading eVI enee, Wit out re 109 It out at arge; ut am sure evidence. 

your Lordships will do ·so much justice to the cause as to do 
one of these things, either to give me credit that, where I 
have alluded to it and. referred to it, Ii have referred cor
rectly, or to refer to It yourselves, and correct my state 
of it. Though I have, I dare say, tired your Lordships' 
patience as much as I have exhausted my own strength, 
yet, .undoubtedly, I have omitted many particulars of the 
evidence in which there may be matter of considerable 
importance. I hope and trust your Lordships consider your 
duty as judges in the way in which I consider it---:that it is 
your duty to look to these circumstances and enlighten your-
selves where we, either from want of diligence, ability or 
memory, shall have failed in doing so. 

I will recapitulate, in as few words as I can, what I con- r-P;t1!Ja.. 
ceive we have proved to your Lordships, and what I should =~a~ 
suppose must be your Lordships' judgment upon what we proved. 

huve proved. 
It IS proved that, prior to the Act of 1773, Mr. Hastings ReceipU:.t 

did, in defiance of his duty, receive a present of one lac and ~r::~B~m 
a half from MunDY Begum, and that there is much reason gum. 

to suppose he received two lacs more. We have proved 
that the receipt of that money was attended with all the 
ch'cumstances that denote guilt; that it was concealed; 
that it was endeavoured to be defended upon false pretences; 
and that his conduct in the whole of that transaction WM 
justified upon false accounts. . . 

'Ve have afterwards proved that he received a variety of pVarietYts°t 

d h 
resen. 

presents. to the amount of 240,0001. and upwards; an t at amounting 

almost all those presents he has confessed and· justified upon to 240,0001. 

the ground that he intended them for the Company. 'V e ~~nde;d 
h d 1m h . .. . t'n t·· B t JU8tl1ication ave prove t t no suc intentIOn IS any JUS 1 ca IOn. u tbat they 

DD 2 
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9 .J~mo. we have further proved to your Lordships that that justifi
were in- action is as false in point of fact as it is bad and invalid in 
t.ndedfor - t fl I! th t h h - di - d the Com- pom 0 aw; lOr a t ere are t e strongest In cations an 
pany. symptoms~ that, with regard to much the greater part of 

these presents, he did intend them for himself and not for 

Conduct 
when pre
sents were 
reCUsed. 

the Company. . 
We have proved, upon the fourteenth Article, that, even 

where a present was offered in such a way that he did not 
think it safe to take it, his conduct WI\3 mysterious, double, 
perplexed and fraudulent; that he set a bad example to the 
servants of the Company in the first place, and that he after~ 
wards forbore to call them ·to an account for that money 
which he knew to be in their hands, not belonging to theni-

~'t~~re- selves, but to him 01' the Company •. 'Ve have proved that 
in all those cases he stated false pretences; or, if true, they 
were such as to invalidate:all.those pretences, such as they 
were, which he endeavow'edto set up for receiving the 
former presents. .". ". 

Appointmentot 
amins. 

We have proved that, in defiance of the Act of the thir~ 
teenth of the King and the orders of the court of Directors, 
he did appoint certain amins and inquisitors-general; that 
in so doing he was criminal. We have proved every cir
cumstance relating to that act to be criminal, and, above all, 
the principal instrument of that act-being Gunga Govind 

:rr=:- Sing; and that powers were committed to him which ought 
~u~~ Go- to be committed to no man; he committing to the worst of 
YIn s~, men that power which no wise man would intrust to the 
Tv\'!~on best; that, knowing the corrupt disposition of Gunga Govind 
~h .. Coun- Sing, knowing the Directors' displeasure at appointing 

amins, knowing the opinion of the Directors was R"aainst 
all innovation whatever, e<,pecially all innovation without 
their consent-he himself having declared his opinion, con
sistent with theirs, that all innovations were bad, but if any 
changes were made they should be gradual, having declared 
his opinion of provincial Councils to be such that he wished 
to have them established 'by l\.ct of Parliament-he did, 
notwithstanding, innovate in the way which he had most 
reprobated, and, instead of a gradual, easy and progressive, 
change, hc brought about a sudden one, by the immediate 

u ti destruction of the old system and the immediate institution 
tu~~~'- of a new one. We have proved that, in that institution, he 
ro't~':.?ven gave powers inconsistent with the Act of Parliament, and 
~~~u~ actually betrayed the duty he owed the Company as one of 

those intrusted with the revenue; that he gave it nominally 
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to four gentlemen, one of whom he had formerly detected 91UNB 1790. 

in a false account respecting the stipend of the Nawab-a 
person whose name occurs in every bribery transaction of 
Mr. Hastings. 

'Ve have proved that he made diwan to that Committee, AppOint. 

without any check whatever, Guega Govind Sing, whom I ~~*rGo
have described, with all the displeasure of the Company upon ~.t!~':f 
him, and put him in a situation. in which all the Committee =,U$ . 
were, according to the emphatic phrase of Mr. Shore, nothing 
but tools in his hand, and could execute no duty but by his 
means and with his consent 

I( the concurrence of all these circumstances do not per- Concurrcnca 

suade your Lordships that Mr. Hastings' end and object, ~[..~~um. 
throughout the government of India, was peculation, either ~~~ co.., 
by means of bribery or presents, nothing that I can say to 
your Lordsbips will convince you of it: for, if such a cloud of • 
circumstances concurring together, not one of which' can be 
proved to be the rational conduct of an innocent man, do not 
pronounce him guilty, I am sure all arguments and all 
attempts at anything like persuasion must fail. These facts 
speak much louder in themselves, when (tated in your Lord-
ships' view, than any comment of mine, however laboured, 
could do. 

And here I should rest the business, if it were not to take :-is De
notice of some defences which have been set up, and which, enCUI. 

perhaps, I omitted in their places. . 
One defence set up is, that, in point of fact, this Com- r=. b 

mittee of Revenue increased instead of diminished the receipts C~mmitte./ 
of the East India Company. Your Lordships will find that or Revenue. 

the statement which WILS endeavoured to be put upon your 
Minntes for that purpose has been entirely fallacious, and so 

,stated to be by"the witness who understood these accounts. 
You will find three ways of taking this account. We, out 
of candour, are willing to leave out of the account and out of 
all average the year in whicb the ne\v institution took place, 
because, as it l).appcned at a very improper time of the year, it 
made the revenues diminish; but we will not take advant:lge 
of that. If you take the three years preceding that year, and 
compare them with the three subsequent, you will find that, in 
the three years subsequent, the net receipt was about three 
lacs, or 30,OOOL, less than in the three years preceding. If 
you compare an average of four years preceding that year 
with four years subsequent to it, you will find the difference in 
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9 JUliE 1790. favour of the four prior years to be something about nineteen 
- lacs. But we are under acon!cliderable disadvantaO'e in either 

of these propositi9ns, because we are forced to c~mpare· the 
bad administration of Mr. Hastings under a better principle 
with .\lis bad administration under a worse. But, if YOll 

take three years during the existence of the majority of the 
Council, and compare them with three years of the best 
receipt subsequent to the institution of the Committee of 
Revenue-I mean the years 1774-5, 1775-6 and 1776-7, 
with the three bes~ years of Mr. Hastings-you will find the 
difference in these three years to amount to no less a sum
than forty lacs or upwards, and that forty lacs or upwards 
in favour of the years during the administration of the 

;pretence. of majority. I thought fit to state this in order to show that 
~~~=~:ofthere is not a colour or a ground for that defence which 
collection. they set up, and that that, like-all t.he rest of their defences, 

is as false in fact as, in my opinion, it would be nugatory in 
law. In order to repel' the state of the account I have 
mentioned to your lJordships, there has been an endeavour 
to compare the state of the outgoings, and to say that it was 
owing to the charge 'of collection being greater, but that, in 
point· of fact, more had been paid. On~ would hardly think 
that such a thing could ,be set up seriously as a defence, 
while members of a Britisli. House of. Commons are hearing 
these transactions. Let 'us learn a different style 'of 
duty. Our object is to be, not to fill the coffers of the public, 

:but to empty the pockets of our constituents. We are to 
hear this as a defence :-" It is true the Governor General 
put less into the pockets of the East India Company, but he 
drew more from the pockets of those who were to pay that 
revenue." Let us go to school again, and learn a new system 
of revenue. , 

I have always understood that that was the best system of 
re,'enue, when the proportion received into the exchequer 
was the greatest in comparison with the proportion taken 
out of the pockets of the persons who paid it .. Bya singular 
inversion of European reasonings, we find Mr. Hastings' 
defence is, not that he has. put more into the. treasury of 
the India Company, but that he has taken more out of the 
pockets or substance of the Gentus, their subjects. I should 
have thought that such an observation ought rather to have 
come from us, in the shape of accusation, than to be sug-: 
gested by his Counsel, in the shape of a defence. 
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I thought these observations necessary, to show, as I stated. 9 JUlO! 1790. 

before, that all these defences are as false in fact as they are -
bad in law. But 1 protest against the-whole ground and Dutyotthe 

principle of the defence. If it should be proved that Mr. ~~';'ili':,Y to 

Hastings, by destroying all the legal. checks subsisting in ~~t:A! 
that country, and by giving the country over as a boon, a tion ot t~e 
kind of property, to Gunga Go'vind Sing-if it should be ~~i~~~~n 
proved that, by that wicked sale of the whole territory of hands. 

Bengal to Gunga Govind Sing, the Company had realised 
more than they could by keeping it in their own possession, 
I should have said, that is no defence; for neither the East 
India Company, any King in Europe, the British Parliament 
itself, nor any government, whether aristocratical, democra-
tical, monarchial or mixed, has any right to take money from 
persons whom they do not, on the other hand, protect. And 
the East India Company has no right to draw a. revenue 
from their subjects, without keeping in their own hands a 
control over the mode and manner of collecting that 
revenue. 

If they could prove, that, by selling to a tyrant like Gunga 
Goviad Sing-by selling to a man whose infamy of character. 
you have heard- by selling whole provinces to Gunga Govind 
Sing, they had realised whole krors of rupees, if they had 
doubled, and trebled, and centupled their revenue, I should 
still charge the Governor [with maladministration]; consider
ing a rel'enue always as a means of government and not 
an end j and considering that, when 1 raise a revenue I am 
bound to superintend the collection of it, and to see that 
what I raise for public use is not abused to private injustice. 
lie who sells or farms out that to another, in any consider
able degree, forgets the principle upon which all revenue 
depends: and Mr. Hastings, by farming it to Gunga Govind 
Sing, with the enormous power he gave him, did not only 
afford the means by which tyranny and· cruelty might be 
practised. but did create a probability of such means being 
practised which amounted almost to a certainty. 

My Lords, I have answered the only defences I haye Conclusion. 

heard ,set up upon these subjects. I will not recapitulate 
more of what I have said, but I will here sit down, hoping 
that, though I may have misspent much of your Lordships' 
time, from not being able to state these things in so correct, 
accurate and methodical, a mode as I could wish, yet that 
your Lordships' time and patience has not been wholly 
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8.Tun 1790. wasted and thrown away,. but that I have proved such a 
- scene of iniquity, both with respect to the receiving bribes 

and collecting the revenues, ae will call upon your Lordships 
for, not only a verdict of "Guilty," but a punishment of as 
severe and weighty a nature as ever was inflicted upon any 
Dlnn in this country, for any misdemeanour whatever. 
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SPEECH OF THE lION. ANDREW ST. JOHN, MANAGER 
FOR TIlE HOUSE OF COMMONS, IN OPENING THE 
FOURTH ARTICLE OF CHARGE, RELATING TO 
CORRUPT CONTRACTS; 23 MAY, 1791. 

'My LORDs,-I am instructed by the Managers for the 23MAY1791. 

Commons to open to your Lordships the evidence which is 
to make ~ood the fourth Article of this Impeachment. . 

Till thIs moment, my Lord!!, the conduct of the most im- Apology hI' 

h• h h b . d .) ld h deficient portant cause w lC as ever een agItate 10 tIe wor as ability. 

been in the hands of gentlemen ~hose talents and eloquence 
must have, undoubtedly, made upon your Lordships' minds 
that impression which the ends of justice require. It is now, 
however, my Lords, unfortunately for those ends, committed 
to a person who must naturally feel extremely apprehensive 
for the imperfect manner in which he is about to discharge 
the duties of the responsible and important situation in which 
he stands; and he must also, my Lords, feel extremely 
solicitous that your Lordships would not imagine that this 
part of the cause, which has bam entrusted to him, is unim
portant, because he is destitute of talents or eloquence. 

'My Lords, the Commons in this Article impeach 'Yarren Chargcor 

Hastings of having establislled in India a prodigal, but, above &.~~ and 
all, a corrupt, system of government. Prodigality in the ma- syste~ of 

f h ffi • f h • I government. Dngement 0 tea aIrs 0 sue a great commerCia company 
as the East India Compa.ny, corruption in the government 
of such a great empire as that of Bengal, are, undoubtedly, 
my Lords, crimes of the first magnitude and importance; 
particularly when we consider' the mighty opemtion that 
that prodigality and that corruption necessarily must have 
upon the revenues, the commerce and the credit, of Great 
Britain, but, above a.U, on that over which it is the 
bounden duty of the Commons to be eminently watchful
the liberties and constitution of Great Britain. }'or, my 
Lords. vain indeed would be all the cautious jealousy with 
which the CommoDs have till now watched the expenditure 
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23 MAy 1791. of public money in this country, and ineffectual would be 
all those restraints which the wisdom of the legislature has 
imposed upon the influence arising from it, if a Governor 
General of Bengal could, for the purpose of increasin~ his 
personal influence, establish a system of corruption. If he 
could~ my Lords, all the fences which surround and protect 
the national virtue and public iTltegrity would be broken 
down. The wisdom of our ancestors has surrounded and 
fortified this constitution with bulwarks capable of resisting 
all open attacks. But all those bulwarks are built upon one 
and the same foundation-the national virtue, the public 
morality, the spirit and love of liberty, inherent in the minds 
of the subjects of Great. Britain. If, therefore, my Lord8, 
anything tends to weaken that foundation, the bulwarks 
which are raised upon that foundation will not be capable of 
resisting even the slightest attack, and then the constitution 
of Great Britai!! will be 'no more. If, my Lords, the system 
which Mr. Hastings. established had that tendency....c... and 
every corrupt system of government has a tendency to 
shake and to weaken the morals of the people, to extinguish 
the love of liberty and the pure flame of patriotism in the 
minds of those who are to govern-if the system which. 
Mr. Hastings established had that tendency, I am confident I 
need not any longer impress upon your Lordships' minds 
the importance of this Article. 

My Lords, this Artjcle charges Warren Hastings with 
-having established a system of corruption; and, therefore, in 
the facts charged in this Article, it does not confine itself 

Instan~ or to one or two particubr instances, but the instances of -cor-
corruptlOn • b h d· . -bl d hr d·· h d classed ruptlOn roug tare IVISI e un er t ee lStmct ea s-
~~~.';:ll:)"w- corrupt contracts, illegal allowances, and agencies upon a 
:"c:,i,:d principle which must appear to be meant to connive at 

. corruption, and with a commission upon those agencies 
unlimited almost in extent. 

Question or Before, however, I enter into the detail of this system, it 
absolute dis- ·ll b S! k b· [ creti?D in ex- WI e necessary lOr me to .ma e an 0 servabon or two as 
pendltUJ'tl. to] whether Mr. Hasting$, in the expenditure of the public 

money, was left to his own discretion, or whether he was 
Mr.Ha.stings bound to obey the orders of the court of Directors. My 
~::"U;~h~ Lords, it was Mr. Hastings' duty to obey the orders of the 
D~"t,~.the court of Directors, not only as a servant of the Company, 

but he was specially hound to do so by an Act of Parlia
ment. The Act of 17.73 has, during the course of this trial, 
heen frequently before your Lordships.. It was the intention 
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of that Act to establish a regular system of subordination 23Mu1791. 

throughout all the possessions of the Company. With tbat -
view, it invested the Governor General and Council with 
certain powers to control and to superintend the other 
Presidencies. But, my Lords, the legislature, at the same 
time that it gave to the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal that extended authority, thought it wise to accom-
pany it with certain restraints; for, in the very clause which 
gives to the Governor General and Council that controlling 
and superintending power, they are expressly enjoined to pay 
due obedience to all orders of the court of Director~. 

III conseRuence of that injunction, the court of Directors 9odte·oft. 

Ii 
"1 r • • Ins rue lOns 

ramed a regular code of lllstructions, to be the permanent fr?m the 
rule of conduct in certain instances for the Governor General Dll"ectors. 

Rnd Council. Before, however, they transmitted that code 
of instructions to India, they laid it befo!e the most learned ~::~~i~~J;, 
Counsel who then adorned the bar of thIS country, for their of Counsel. 

opinion -whether those instructions were legal with the 
Act of 1773, and consistent with its provisions. After those 
instructions had been sanctioned by the opinions of Mr. Dun-
ning, ·Yr. Wallace, Sir John Skynner, Mr. Jackson and 

• Mr. Sayer, they were transmitted to India. And it is the 
36th article of those instructions that relates particularly to 
the manner in which contracts are to be made. The 36th ~~~'iore
article of the instructions is as follows:- contracts. 

II Alt all the Company's business which can conveniently be performed 
by contract is so performed in Bengal, we have only to direct that all 
contracts, with the conditions, be publicly advertised, and sealed' proposals 
received for the same; that every proposal be opened in Council, and the 
preference given to the lowest, provided sufficient security shall be offered 
for performance; and that all such proposals, with all proceedings 
thereon, be entered in a book, to be kept apart for that purpose and 
regularly transmitted to us." 

Your Lordships therefore see that all contracts were to be 
advertised, and given to the lowest bidder, and that sufficient 
Becurity should be taken. 

The first crime which is charged· in this Article against Contnwt 

M H .. .' M S h S lli granted to r. astings IS, grantmg a contract to r. tep en u van, Mr.S. Sulli. 
the son of the Chairman of the court of Directors, in which van. 

contract he observed no one rule prescribed in that 36th 
a.rticle of the general instructions. Before, however, I detail 
that transaction to your Lordships, it will be necessary to see 
the manner in which opium first of all became a concern of 
the government of Bengal, and the manner in. which that 
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!3 MAyn91. concern was managed, previous to the contract which was 
- granted to Mr. Sullivan. . 

Mfan~ment From the earliest period of the British influence in Beno"'al, 
o opmmby I " 
the Com- t Ie management of opIUm had been In the hands of the 
pany. gentlemen of the Council of Patna, as a monopoly for their 

private advantage. The best and the greatest quantity of 
opium is the growth of the province of Behar. But in 1773, 
upon the proposal of Mr. Hastings, it was taken as a mono
poly for the exclusive benefit and advantage of the Company; 

Contract and a contract to furnish that article was given to a native 
~'1':t~~ of the name of Mir Munnir. The Council enter upon t.heir 
ro1773. proceedings of that day the reason why they fixed upon this 

individual person for the purpose of executing that contract. 
It was that, having been -employed by the gentlemen at 
Patna in the management of that business, from his expe
rience in it he .was the best calculated to conduct it with 
advantage to the public. I 'shall have occasion hereafter, my 
Lords, to remind you of that reason, , 

The oon- In the year 1775, General Clavering, Colonel Monson amI 
tract adver- M F . b' . d' B I h C 'I h 'd tisedin1775. r. rOOelS, elOg arl'lve In enga, t e ounCI t en pal 

a strict obedience to all the orders of the Company, and 
particularly to all such orders as related to the management. 
of the revenues or expenditure of the Company's money. 
They accordingly advertised the contract; and it was granted 
to Messrs. Griffiths and Wilton, the lowest bidders. But 
short was the llel'iod in which the Government of Bengal 

Corrnpt made the orders of the Company the rule of their conduct. 
system com- TI . d I 'I . d b h d h f menced by lat pel'lo was un lappl y termlOate y t e eat 0 

~ ~~ Colonel l\Ionson, by which, it is well "known, Mr. Hastings 
g>o~~~~'s obtained a decisive superiority in the Council. Freed, 
death. then, from the restraint which the faithful integrity -of 

General Clavering, Colonel :Monson and Mr. Francis, haeI 
imposed on him, he set himself heartily to work to establish 
that corrupt and prodigal system of government which it is 
my duty to prove to your Lordships that he did establish. 

Grant of the In 1777, the contract wa~ granted to Mr. Macken~ie, for. 
mJ?ctin three years, without advertising-an important deviation 
Mr. ~ac- from the orders of the Company. Accordingly, the Com
kD·~nzle. b pany, in t.heir general letter of the 23d of December, 1778, 

18appro ... h'd' b' fh h' b tionof the express t CIr lsappro atlOn 0 t e contract aVlDg een 
Compa.ny. given without advertising, because the best terms had not 
Contract been obtained for the public. On the receipt of that letter, 
:r~'!.~:. what did Mr. Hastings do? Did he, at the expiration of 
kenzie. Mr. Mackenzie's contract, advertise it lind give it to the 
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lowest bidder t No! he gale it again to Mr. Mackenzie, 28 MA.YI791. 

precisely on the snme terms as Mr. Mackenzie had held it 
in the contract which had been censured by the court of 
Director!. 

But, however determined Mr. Hastings might be not to be ContTact 

stopped in his corrnpt c.'wcer by the orders or repeated orders ¥r.n~1~ 
of the court of Directors, yet he had foresight. enough about ~;:.~m 
him to see that if, bya judicious management of that corruption, motives 

he could inducc the court of Directors to wink at his crimes, 
he should have little to fear from the vil·tuous but feeble 
opposition he might still meet with in the Council of Bengal. 
It was for that judicious but criminal end that, in the year 
1781, he gave the contract for opium to Mr. Stephen 
Sullivan. This gentleman, in order to have discharged the Vs:riotnsap: 

d · f hI' , . h' h . h r pom mell~ utle8 0 t e severa situations m w IC elt er lortune or enjo~ed by 
. fl h dId h' • d d h d . Mr.SuJiivan. In uence n p ace 1m, must In ee ave possesse uro-
verso'll talents. He arrived at Bengal in October 1780. He 
h:ld scarcely put his feet on the shore when, on the same 
day, Mr. Hastings made him the assistant of his councils; 
and, as if to partake in the cares and labours of government 
was not sufficient to give employment to his active mind, 
Mr. Hastings added to that employment the office of Judge 
Advocate of Bengal. My Lords, Mr. Sullivan had scarcely 
taken his place at the Council table lIS Mr. Hastings' assistant, 
he was not yet warm in the seat of justice as Judge Ad vocate, 
when Mr. Hastings added to these employments one which 
could with no decency he held by a councillor of state or a 
judge - the employment of a contractor. The first step 
which Mr. Hastings took in that business was on the 16th of 
Mal"Ch, 1781, when he entered the following minute:-

If A. the present is the season for making advances to the contractors Minnte or 0' the opium lands, and the contract has been annually settled, the ~~ ~;.. 
GO\'ernor General recommends that it may be granted to Mr. Stephen mending the 
Sullivan; and, to indemnifY the contractor from any losses that he may a;s;!i'went 
eventually sustain [in the prOl'ision of this. article by any disturbances ~J'IU)tet~n. 
that may happen in the Bohar province, in consequence of the presep.t rfr. Sui. 
8ituation 0' our affairs, he further recommends that the contract may van. 
he J{l'8nted for the term of four years from the 1st of next September], on 
the conditions of the present contract.". 

Here your Lordships eee that the apprehensions which The~tract 
Mr. Hastings entertained in his mind, lest any disturbances Cye.!'.r 
should 80 arise in the Behar province as to interrupt the 
course of Mr. Sullivan's fortunes, were such as to induce him 

• Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1313. 
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is MA.Y1791. to' propose to the Council tiat that contract should be 
- granted to Mr. Sullivan for four years, which, in the be

Inexperi. 
enceof 
Mr.Su\li· 
van. 

g-inning of his minute, he says had been annually settled. 
But, if any disturbances were really likely to happen in the 
Behar provinces, was it likely that the bad effects of those 
disturbances could be obviated by committing the manage-
ment of the nicest and most difficult of the Eastern manu
factures to the conduct of a young man just arrived in 
Bengal, by whose mismanagement so valuable an article of 
local industry might have been lost? And here it is im
possible not to call back. to your memory the reason I 
mentioned at the beginning of what 1 have now been 
saying-the reason Mr. Hastings entered in the minute, 
upon giving the contract to Mir Munnir, to whom he first 
granted it-namely, that fl'om his long experience he was 
best calculated ·to conduct it with advantage to the public. 

lIlitigation But, however the public might suffer from Mr. Sullivan's 
of penalty " ak ha I h' If h Id b for non·per· mexperlence. care was t en t t Ie Imse s ou e no 
~~';.~:..~~ or loser by it; for, though Mr; llastings had, on the ] 6th of 

March, proposed that the contract should be granted to 
Mr. Sullivan precisely on the same terms as it had been held 
by Mr. Mackenzie, yet, on the 22d of March, only six days 
-afterwards, Mr. Hastings comes to the Council, and moves 
that the penalty upon the non-performance of the terms 
of the contract shall not be as proportionably great as it 

~Ir. ,H ... t. was in the former contract of Mr. Mackenzie. I will read 
}:rth~~. to your Lordships the very curious reason Mr. Hastings 
ratIOn. gave for that reduction of the penalty :~" The Board being 

of opinion that, if the penalty was fixed in proportion to the 
penalty annexed to . the present contract,"-that was J\fr. 
Mackenzie's-" that magnitude of the sum would defeat 
the intent of the stipulation." How the magnitude of the 
sum of the penalty WItS to defeat the recovery of any part of 
the stipulation I am at a loss to comprehend. 

Abolition or But, my Lords, after the contract had been freed from all 
~g~t,~ in· the incumbrance of an effectual penalty, the next measure was 

to remove the only remaining check upon the bad perform
ance of the terms of it, and that was, to abolish the office of 
inspector, which had been aI)pointed to examine the quality 
of the opium that was to be provided by the contractor; so 
that Mr. SuHivan, who had only just arrived in Bengal, had 
'brought out thither with him so much innate knowledge in 
one of the nicest and most difficult of the Eastern manu
factures that it, was no longer necessary to maintain the 
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smallest (Jegl'cc of dictrust of the perfection of· that com- 23 MATI';SI; 
modity which, I shall prove to your Loroships, requires, 
in ordinary men, long experience and minute attention to 
become masters o£ 

As soon as the ceremony of pigning the contract was over, Saleortbe 
'J S II· 1 '. t . h t h coutract by J' r. u Ivan ost no tIme JO pu tmg t e contract 0 t e use Mr. Sulli. 
which every step which had been taken in the business van. 
clearly showed was originally meant, namely, the selling 
of it. He sold it, almost immediately after he had the 
contract, to Mr. Benn. Mr. Benn soon afterwards sold it to 
Mr. Young; and Mr. Young was the person who, in point 
of fact, really executed the contract. Mr. Young gave Purcbased 
for the purchase of the contract 15,OOOl. a year, for four Ur. Young 
years, namely, 60,000/. Now, whatever Mr. Young gave ~~5,oool.a 
to an individual for the purchase of the contract he would. . 
have given to the public, if he had had an opportunity of doing 
80 by the contract being advertised, according to the orders 
of the Company. ji'rom all these circumstances then it 
appears that, in a time of war and difficulty, Mr. Hastings 
did divert 60,000/. from the public treasury, in order to 
make the instant fortune of the son of the Chairman of the 
court of Directors. 

, But, my Lords, what an aggravation it is of this prO-·Aggrava~on 
d· ali d tho • h ·d h d from period Ig ty an IS corruptlon, w en we conSI er t e year an of the trans. 
the time when this transaction happened. The contract was action. 
. d' J 1781 d' J I f h Deposition Ilgne m une, ; an, In u y 0 t e same year,ofChe),t 

Mr. Hastings, assuming to himself all the powcr of the Sing. 
Company, clothing himself with all the arms of the Company, 
and grasping that sword of vengeance which was soon to fall 
upon tile head of that devoted prince Cheyt Sing, went up 
to Ben ares' to depose that unfortunate monarch, only because 
he had been dilatory in the payment of 50,0001.-a sum not 
equal to that which Mr. Hastings had been making a present 
of, as a gift, to the son of the Chairman of the India Company, 
88 a welcome on his arrival in India. 

But, though Mr. Young gave only 60,ODO! for the pur- Loss in the 
1 f h . p"h h contract 

C lase 0 t e contract, It by no means !Ollowa t at e gave estimated at 
the full value of the contract; and that will be best ascer- 160,0001. 

tained by comparing the contract which was given to 
Mr. Sullivan with the contract that was next given, agreea-
bly to the orders of the Company, namely, the contract in 
1785, to this same Mr. Young and.Mr. Hetley; and, by that 
comparison, it appears that the loss sustained by the Com .. 
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S3lIAYn91. pany in this transaction was 13 lacs 1l,635 sicca rupees, 
- which amounts to about 160,000l. 

I have now, my Lords, done with the contract granted to 
Smuggli!,g Mr. Sullivan. I proceed next to the second crime charged 
~'hsc~l~::' in this Article, namely, the having engaged the East India 

Company in a smuggling transaction with China. 
~lIici~t .. adc In the answer which Mr. Hastings has made to this Article, 
~h?~lm to he acknowledges that he knew the importation of opium 

was prohibited by the law of China, but. at the same time, 
asserts that it was proper and expedient for the Company 
t.o engage in it. Mr. Hastings is a gentleman of strange 
maxi mil. He has advanced many curious principles in 
politics and ethics; amI he. is to prove to the first nation in 
the world that they have carried on the trade of the world on 
mistaken principles; that faith and good dealing are [worth
less], and that fraud and smuggling are the only means by 
which merchants can acquire fortunes or preserve characters. 
But I shall maintain that, as it was highly disgraceful to the 
India Company to engage in any illicit trade whatever, so it 
was highly crirp.inal in him that engaged them in it. No 
pecuniary advantages, however great, supposing this transac
tion had been in that light advantageous, could have com
pensated for the discredit it brought tIpon the Company and 
the disgrace it fixed upon the British name. But under 

Penalties on what penalties was this trade prohibited in China? The 
theimporta. • • b hI' h' h' h d tio.nof opmm, on seIzure, was urnt; t e vesse s lD W IC It a 
~~~1':W~YOf been imported were confiscated; and the persons in whose 
China. possession opium wall found for sale were punishable with 

Disobedi· 
enceto 
orders of 
Directors, 

death. And this is the trade which Mr. Hastings with cool
ness tells your Lordships it was proper and expedient for the 
Company to engage in! 

But, my Lords, the Company had not left him at liberty 
to judge of the propriety or expediency of any trade in 
opium; for, on the 15th of December, 1775, they order the 
opium to be consigned to the Board of Trade, by whom the 
produce of the sales was to be applied to the purchase of the 
investments for the year. On the 16th of May, 1780, Mr. 
Hastings takes from the management of the Board of Trade 
the sales of opium, and orders the opium to be consigned 
to the Council; and it is in consequence of that disobedience 
of the Company's orders that I attribute any difficulty, if, in 
point of fact, any difficulty did arise, in obtaining a sale for 
the opium afterwards. 
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Dut if any difficulty in point of fact did arise, whom did 23l1U1791. 

lIr. Hastings consult? .AJJy intelligent or enlightened mer- )[onopo)yof 

chant, who had made that manufacture his particular study, ~d~P~~. 
or who might in general be conversant with the trade of the ~et~e(\bY 
East? No, my Lords, it was a British officer, a colonel of o. a SOD. 

engineer~, whose advice was to give additional vigour to the 
declining commerce and expiring trade of the Company. 
Colonel Watson, for that is the name of this military mer-
chant, in the beginning of 1781, delivered a treatise to the 
Council, in which he censures the manner.in which, not only 
the English, but every European nation, had carried on the 

. trade with China, and, in order to improve the British trade, 
he recommends the monopoly of opium; and his letter natu
rally concludes with a proposal of _a ship of his own to 
carry this trade into execution. 

But Colonel Watson was not the only person employed in 
this disgraceful experiment of improving trade by the means 
of smuggling. Mr. Thornhill, another gentleman, made a 
similar proposal, which was also accepted; and, in order to Loansraised 

bl h I - h' .. . by the ena e t ese gent emen to carry t elr project mto executIOn, Company. 

the Company engaged in two loans-the first loan on the 
30th of July, 1781; the second loan on the 22d of Novem-. 
ber that same year. These dates, my Lords, are remarka-
ble; for whilst the Council at Calcutt.'\ was converting the 
treasury of the Company into a bank, to enable them to' 
carry on smuggling, Mr. Hastings was pleading state neccs-
I!ity to justify his cruel and perfidious conduct to Cheyt Sing, 
and to justify the plot he was forming against the Begums. 

The supercargoes. at Canton, in their }etter of the 2~th of~:~he 
December, 1782, wnte to the court of DIl'ectors, and give an trade. 

account of the success of this project. They state the loss 
sustained by the Company at about 69,OO() dollars. They 
say that that loss arises from the trade being contraband, and 
also from the circumstance that private interest seems to 
have interfered too much for any advantage to be derived by 
tho public. But I wish to lay no stress whate\"er upon the 
)088 sust.ained by the Company in this transaction. Had it 
proved ever 80 advantageous, the crime, in my opinion, 
would have been precisely the same, because the crime was the 
having engaged the East India Company and the govern-
ment of Bengal in so mean and disgraceful a transaction. 
The Ioes only s!lOwed the Company were very awkward 
smugglers. 

VOL. II. E E 
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3llA.y 1'191.. In the answer which Mr. Hastings has made to this Article, 
he has asserted that there was no such thing as a private
purchaser -at the moderate rate of 400 rupees a chest. He 
asserts this, in order to justify his attempt· at selling the 
opium by means of this contraband trade. But this same 
Coloriel Watson, who was the instrument and means of 
carrying on this smuggling bllSiness, did, himself, make an 
offer to the Council to take 250 chests of opium, at any price 
the Council should think reasonable. The Council fixed· 
what, in my opinion, seemed a reasonable price, namely, the 
ayerage price of the last year's sales. The average price of 
the last year's sales was 486 rupees a chest. Therefore 
Colonel Watson, the same .person who carried the opium to 
China under this pretence, . did himself, give for 250 chests 
of opium 486 rupees a chest. 

T stated, however, the loss as accounted for by the super
cargoes at Qanton at 69,000 dollars; but 1 think the fair 
way of estimating this loss would be to compare it with what 
opium did, in point of fact, sell at, in any quantity, at Cal
cutta, at that time. For, though Mr. Hastings has made a 
pretence of there being no sale for opium, in point of fact, in 
the course of that year, there were sold 3,549 chests, which 
produced upon an average 380 rupees per· chest. A great 

. part of this opium was Bengal opium, and of an inferior 
quality. . 

Now, supposing the opium sent to China had been sold 
even ten per cent. lower than the price paid for this opium 
which had been sold at Calcutta, the Company would have 
received 3 lacs 91,385 rupees more than they received by 
sending the opium to China; therefore the real loss sus
tained by the Company was 3 lacs 91,385 rupees, amount-
ing to 39,0001. 

Otberin- But, my Lords, as Mr. Hastings' government was in every 
~~t::n. part of it a system of corruption, his disobedience to the 

orders of the Company, and his waste of their treasure, was 
not confined to the management of opium alone, but ex
tended in an equal, if not in a greater degree, to every 

~,,!,ution. branch of the expenditure of their money. No part of the 
~esp~'i1'~rs expenditure of the Company's money had the court of 
~':.'h= for Directors been more anxious to keep out of the reach of 

abuse, not only to prevent the extent to which that abuse 
was liable to be carried, but because the object was of the 
utmost importance to them, considering them as posses~ing a 
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great military establishment in India-,-I mean thit there 23M..!.Yl?91. 

was no part of that expenditure of which they were more 
anxious to prevent abuse than the different contracts which 
had been made for furnishing bullocks for the· draft of the 
bagtJ'atJ'e of the army. So early as 1770, the court of Directors 
had~ntered into a minute investigation of the different abuses 
that had prevailed at that tilhe, in the different contracts that 
had been granted for that purpose; and in consequence of 
that inv~stiga€ion they Bent th~se orders to Bengal :-

"It is our express order, and we hereby positively direct, that you do Order ro;r 
not fail every year to advertise for and receive such ~roposals as may be ~:=~t . 
offered for supplying the troops with provisions Land for furnishing • 
draught and carriage bullocks, to be employed with our army; and that 
you do in all cases accept those proposals which may appear the most 
rea.sonable in point of charge: and you are also to take care that, in all 
your advertisements, a sufficient time be allowed before the expiration of 
the contract which may then subsist, or the time which you may limit 
for receiving] proposals for such contract." .. 

I need hardly mention to your Lordships that, during that 
period in which the majority of the Council was composed of 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis, this 
order,· together with all other orderil, was strictly obeyed. 
Dut, my Lords, in 1777, as soon as Mr. Hastings had an Ar~t 
opportunity to disobey those orders, he laid before the ~ ~~: lohn-

C il 1 1" fi • h· h· h son WIthout ounc two proposa s lOr urDIS mg t IS contract-t e one advertise-

from a Mr. Johnson, the other from a Mr. G--; and, ment. 
upon the motion of Mr. Hasting .. , the proposal of Johnson 
is accepted for three years, without the contract being adver-
til'ed; by which the orders of the Company were doubly 
disobeled. inasmuch as the contract ought to have been 
advertised, and ought not to have. been given for a longer 
period than one year. 

Dut) on the 15th of July, 1779, Sir Eyre Coote Jays Emenda
before the Council certain emendations, as they were .called, :'''n~th'' 
of this bullock contract. There had expired, of the period ~~o~osed by 

of Johnson's contract, only about a· year and a hal£ On c':o~ 
the 9th of August, Mr. Hastings moves that a new contract 
shall be entered into, agreeable to the plan proposed by 
Sir Eyre Coote. and that an offer shall be made to the then 
contractor to relinquish his former contract. and accept a 
new one in conformity to that p~an. Mr • Johnson desires 

• Letter or Court or Directors to the Council; dated 23rd March, 1770~ 
paragraph 134.-Printed in the" Minutes or the Evidence," p. 1341. . 

EE 2 
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23 Mu1791. that this new contract shall be made out in the name of 
Contract Mr. Crofts. lVIr. Crofts is acknowledged to be the con
~[~:~~ft~~ fidential friend of Mr. Hastings, and this contract will appear 

to have been indeed a very valuable mark of his friendship. 
I shall not now enter into. any nice calculation or accurate 
detail·of its worth, as that will more clearly appear after 
your Lordships have hear_d the evidence. I shall only men
tion some of the most striking circumstances in it. The 

~::r~~f contract was made fOr five years certain; dnd if, at the 
expiration of the fourth year, notice was not given that it 
was not to expire at the end of the fifth, then it was to 
continue for six years. 

This, my Lords, was indced a most flagrant violation of 
the orders which I have just read to your Lordships; because 
those orders direct, in very positive words, that no contract 
shall be gl'anted for a longer period than one year. But 
Mr. Hastings' experience might have taught him the wisdom 
and policy of that order; for he had granted the contract to 
_Mr. Johnson for three years, and, when only half the period 
of Johnson's contract had expired, Mr. Hastings proposes 
that the contractor's leal'c shall be asked to give up his 
contract, alleging that Mr. Johnson's contract had been 
made in time of peace, and was not calculated upon a scale 

!~'~fthe sufficiently extensh'e for the operations of war. But might 
contract. not a similarity of reasoning have pointed out to Mr. Hast

in&s that, as war bad succeeded peace, peace might succeed 
war, and that then the consent of the contractor must be 
agairi asked to give up his contract, which, as it Was upon a 
larger scale.. for a greater number of buliocks, and those 
contracted for at a higher rate, the contractor would not 
be willing to relinquish unless he was compensated? What 
might have been foreseen did actually happen, and the 
contract was, as your Lordships will see by and by, actually 
purchased. 

Controct 
made for 
larg¥r 
number of 
tullock. 
than the 
~('r\'ice 
l"~quil'ed. 

But this contract was also lnade for a larger number of 
bullocks than the public service could in any situation 
require. It was made for 6,700 bullocks. Sir Eyre Coote, 
on the 3d of August, had entered on the military consulta
tions It calculation of the number necessary for a brigade of 
the arIby in the field lipon actual service. The number said 
to be necessary was ] ,358. The army consisted of three 
briO'!I.(les; therefore the number necessary. ill the opinion of 
SirOEyre Coote, the Commander-in-Chief, was 4,074 only. 
But, as it was scarcely possible that the whole of the army 



Speech of lIIr. St. Jolm. 437 

should at one and the same time be called out in the field 23 MUI79I. 
upon actual service, thltt number was the utmost number 
which the public service could in any situation require. But 
the I!ervice of the contractor required something more; 
therefore upon the 9th of August l\Ir. Hastings proposes a 
contract shall he made for 6,700, namely 2,6£6 more than, 
in the opinion of the Commander-in-Chief, would be neces-
sary if the whole of the army was called out upon actual 
service. 

Upon that head alone, I believe, the additional xpense,Inere.'lSed 
incurred by contracting for 2,626 bullocks more than was :~~t. 
necessary, amounts to about 35,OOOl. a year. But the rates 
at which the whole numbers were contracted for wcre 
increased; and the difference which that -made between 
Mr. Crofts' contract and Mr. Johnson's was 234,419l., and 
the whole difference of the expense, I believe, between Crofts' 
contract and Johnson's, was 304,8851. 

Sometime, and, I believe, immediately after this contract Negleet of 

was signed, the Governor-General and Council ordered that ~~~th 
copieeofitshould be published in general orders, and, I believe, contract. 
read at the head of every regiment in the service. They 
had taken that step to give notoriety to the transnction. 
when the Company's letter of the 23rd of December, 1778, 
arrived in Bengal, which letter censures the contract which 
had been grahted to Johnson, because it had been granted 
for three yeare, and not advertised; and the court of Direc-
tors, in that letter, with the view of enforcing obedience to 
their orders in future, direct that the 134th paragraph of 
their letter of March, 1770 - which included the orders 
relative to the manner of making bullock contracts-should 
be given out in general orders, and read at the head of every 
regilllent in the service. If Mr. Hastings had complied witb 
that order he would have !!tood in a very whimsical and 
awkward situation. On the one hand would have been read 
the contract granted to Croft", and on . the other would 
have been read the orders of the court of Directors censur-

. ing the mode in which that contract had been granted. 
1\1r. Hastings would. therefore. have proclaimed to all India 
his own disobedience, and eyery adjutant would have con
trasted, at the head of every regiment, on the one hand, the 
orders of the Company, and on the other, Mr. Hastings~ 
corrnpt and wilful disobedience of them. 

In order to avoid disgrace, Mr. Hastings hit upon an 
expedient perfectly characteristic of himself. He WI'ote to 
the court of Directors, and coolly told them that, when they 
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is Mu1791. directed him to publish the 134th paragraph of that letter of 
- 1770, they had made a Dii~take, and that they meant to have 

ordered him to have published the 135th, which had nothing 
to do with it. Indecent, my Lords,and improper as that 
mode was of avoiding the Company's orders, yet I cannot 
llelpthinking it even less criminal thana reason which he 
lIas given in his answer to your Lordships why he disobeyed 
some subsequent orders. 

Renewal of 
contract on 
failure of 
notice. 

There w-as, as I mentioned, a clause in the contract by 
which, if notice was not given at the end of the fourth year 
that the contract was to expire at the end of the fifth, 

~de~f ~ then the contract was to continue for six years. I think it 
gi~g t'i:'e or is some time in 1781 that the court of Directors censure 
=~:t the contract which had been granted to Mr. Crofts. They 

disapprove of the terms of it~ the length of its duration, and 
the manner in which it had been granted; and they ex
pressly order that, in future, no contract shall be granted for 
a longer term· than three years, and that, always, one year 
before its expiration, notice shall be given to the contractor, 
and advertisements published for proposals for the next 
contract. In conformity to these orders, it was Mr. Hastings' 
duty to have given notice to the contractor at the end of 
the fourth year, and to have then advertised for proposals 
when the contract should expire. But he tells you in his 
answer that he· did not do so, because the attention of the 
Board was not at that time immediately called to the 
subject. 

My Lords, the attention of every public man to the duties 
of his situation ought to be peT}Jetually in his mind, and he 
ought not to require to be perpetually reminded of them; 
But, my Lords, this reaeon was, in point of fact, only a 
pretext, to enable him upon a future opportunity to give an 
extravagant price for the purchase of the right which the 
contractor had acquired in the contract, by Mr. Hastings' 

Pricepaid inattention to his duty. Accordingly, on the 26th of January, 
~c;.r':·~;ii.e ] 784, Mr. Hastings mpkes a proposal to that purpose; and 
contract. the price actually paid to Mr. Ferguson, who was now 

become the contractor, was 3 lacs 39,327 rupees, about 
37,OOOl.; of which, 6,9001. was for the immediate surrender 
of the contract, and was the price which was paid for that 
instance of Mr. Hastings' neglect. 

Contract Soon after, Mr. Hastiugs converted this contract into an 
:~:::"Y. agency. Agency, he knew perfectly well, was a mode of con
~~';:~fthe ducting the Company's business generruly, and, I believe, 
Directors. universally, disapproved of by them; but he had sometime 
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before received some particular orders upon the subject, suru179t. 
namely, their censure upon the agency which had been -
granted to Mr. Auriol; so that he not only knew that agency 
.was a mode of conducting the public business disapproved of 
by the Company, but he had, in. the Company's letter of 
July, 1782, their express orders not to conduct any of their 
business, if it was capable of being conducted otherwise,. by 
the mode of agency. 

I come now, my Lords,-to a part of the Article in which Corrupt 

is implicated the character of an officer who, during the ::'~Y~yed to 

f I '1' I'/! l' d . h secure the course 0 a ong mIltary lie, perIOrme many.services to t e s,:,p~ort of 

state as well as to the Company- I mean SIr Eyre Coote. ~::;'t~: the 
But attention to ,the character and memory of that person Council. 

ought not to be carried so far as to induce us to shut our eyes 
to one of the most corrupt transactions during the whole 
time of Mr. Hastings' government in India. When Sir Eyre 
Coote arrived in Bengal the Council was composed of 
Mr. Hastings. Mr. Barwell, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. 
Mr. Hastings possessed the majority of the Council only by 
his casting votE'!. It was, therefore, of the utmost personal 
importance to Mr. Hastings to obtain, by any possible means, 
the support of Sir Eyre Coote; and I am sorry that the 
means by which he did obtain the support of Sir Eyre 
Coote cannot be mentioned with any credit to the memory 
of that departed officer. 

The Act of Parliament of 1773 fixes the salary of all the saJa~ as 
1!ubordinate members of the Council at 10,OOOl. a year. g'~~c:rOf 
There was an order of the court of Proprietors fixing the :!~~:.t~
salary of the Commander-in-Chief at 6,OOOt. a year; so that Chief. 

Sir Eyre Coote, being one of the Council and also Com
mander-in-Chief, was possessed of an income of 16,OOOl. a 
year. Soon after his arrival in Bengal, Sir Eyre Coote 
made an application to the Council to receive the allowances Allowances. 
whioh had been granted to General Stibbert, amounting to 
about 8,OOOl. a year. I need hardly mention to your Lord-
ships that, whilst General Clavering was Commander-in-
Chief, he received no more than the ealary which was fixed 
by the court of Propnetors, namely,' 6,OOOl. a year; a.il.d, 
what is remarkable, Sir Eyre Coote himself brought out a 
Jetter with him from the court of Directors, directing that no 
Commander-in-Chief should be allowed a greater salary than 
what had been possessed by General Clavering. When this 
requisition of Sir Eyre Coote is considered by the Council, 
Mr. Hastings, instead of acquiescing in Sir Eyre' Coote's 
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23 ~1791. demand and giving him the amount of General Stibbert's 
allowances, moves that he shall receive, not eight thousand 
a year addition, but eighteen! 

The allow. 
ances 
charged to 
the Nawab 
orOude. 

And here is another curious circumstance in the business. 
There was a clause in the Act of Parliament, directing that 
no member of the Council shall on any account whatever 
receive any present, donation or gratuity, of any kind, from 
any of the native princes of India. But Mr. Hastings, with 
that clause before his eyes, moves that Sir Eyre Coote'lil 
allowances shall be put to the account of the Nawab of Qude, 
One of the native princes of India. Therefore Mr. HastinO's 
in his place in the Council moved, not that the Act ~f 
Parliament should be broken as far as it concerned ·him
self, but, what was rather more disgraceful still, that 
that injunction of the Act should be broken as far as related 
to .8irEyre Coote. There was, besides, my Lords, the treaty 
of the year 1775, with the Nawab of Qude, in which the 

'terms of the subsidy are fixed, the pay of the brigade in his 
service is ascertained, and there is a! clause which says, on 
no account- whatever shall any demand be made beyond that 
on the Nawab of Qude. 

Besides this disobedience of the Act of Parliament, in 
order to avoid the orders of the court of Proprietors fixing 
the salary to be paid by the Company at 6,OOOl. a year, a 

!f'rresP<?g; treaty with the N awab of Qude was to be broke; and a 
t~~'N':ab •. letter is written to the Resident, Mr. Purling, to desire that 

he. would acquaint the Nawab of Qude, that, whenever 
Sir Eyre Coote was beyond the Kurumnassa, then he was 
to be debited for the amount of his allowances. Such a 
letter is written; anu the N awab returns a very curions 
answer-that if double had been asked he would willingly 
have granted it, as lIe had done to other gentlemen. Upon 
that answer of the N awab a curious correspondence begins. 
l\fr. Hastings and the Council desire that Mr. Purling would 
apply to the Nawab to know what he means when he says
"as had been done to other gentlemen." The answer the 
Nawab gives is, that he had never given anything to any 
other gentlemen; if he had he would not have told it; and 
that the question was not proper to be asked. This created 
suspicion with regard to other people. But, though a letter 
had been written to the N awab telling him that he was to 
be debited only for the amount of those allowances during 
the time Sir Eyre Coote was beyond the Kurumnassa, yet, 
wherever Sir Eyre Coote was, the account of the Nawab 
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was, in fact, debitell for the amount of those allowances. 23 MA.Y1791. 

\Vhen these circumstances are told the court of Directors, Ord~ the 

they send an immediate order to Bengal to put a stop to ~~r;Ct~;S to 
these allowances. Mr. Hastings apparently does put a stop allowances. 

to these allowances; but, in point of fact, Mr. Hastin~s In~-reased 
bh· h' I' h tfh allowances y IS own aut 011.ty, not on y contmues t e amoun 0 t em charged on 
upon the Nawab, but even increases them; so that, after the the Nawab. 

orders CJf the Directors have been received that Sir Eyre 
Coote is not to receive the 18,OOOl. a year, they are increased 
to the amount of 20,OOOl. The whole amount with which Total of 

the Nawab was charged for Sir Eyre Coote amounts to charge. 

73,984l. But during this period General Stibbert also re
ceived his allowances; so that the whole money which has 
been lost by the Company and by the Nawab of Oude in 
this transaction amounts to I08,99Il. 

The next cI'ime charged in this Article against 1V arren Agen~ t 
Hastings is, the agency granted to Mr. Auriol. The pretext ~~~Auri~. 
for this agency was the distressed situation of the settlement ~= at d 

of Madras, and the famine which prevailed in the Carnatic. faminel:
n 

It was, undoubtedly, Mr. Hastings' duty to provide every ~~'ii~ar
means for the relief of the settlement of Madras, and for the 
support of the inhabitants of the Carnatic; and if, in the 
discharge of that duty, Mr. Hastings had with a liberal and 
humane hand applied all the means which either the revenues 
of Bengal or the cI'edit of the Company would have afforded, 
he would, in my opinion, have deserved praise instead of 
punishment, and I would have spoken of him in the language 
of the humane religion which we profess'-" Charity covereth 
a multitude of sins." But if, my Lords, the prodigality in 
this transaction arose from no such humane enthusiasm, but 
from a corrupt intention to make the fortune of a favourite 
inuividual, I have then to lament that the heart of that un
fortunate gentleman did not glow with those sentiments of 
charity and humanity which I am confident animate the 
minds of everyone of your Lordships. 

My Lords, can anything be moi'e flagrant, can any- AC(''()unts 

thing demonstrate the prodigality and corruption of this !m:'t 
transaction more, can anything stamp it with the marks of vouchers. 

corrupt connivance in a more indubitable manner, than the 
prinCIple npon which this agency was founded-this mode 
of accounting upon honour-t.his new rule of arithmetic? 
1\ly Lords, applying to matters of account the assertion of It 
gentleman or his word of honour, instead of proof and instead 
of vouchers, is perverting the noblest sentiments of the 
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,j3 ID.Y1791. human mind implanted in the breast or man by God and 
- nature for the wisest and the best of purposes. It is prosti

tuting those generous, innate, sentiments, which direct men 
by innate feelings to the pursuit of honourable ends, and 
deter them from bad actions by the fear of shame. :My 
Lords, the mere mention of such a way or account, the 
mere statement that Mr. Hastings had turned the counting
houses of the India Company into courts of honour, is such a 
circumstance as puts Mr. Hastings, I will venture to say, in 
a more criminal point of view than almost any transaction 
during the whole course or his administration in Bengal. 

Similar But this is not all. This transaction stands in a very aggra
f,f:rr'l~~'t vated point of view indeed. In the year 1777, Mr. Hastings 
mgs. had entered into an agency upon similar principles. That 

agency had been granted to a Colonel, who had parted with 
it, endorsed' with his word of honour, to Mr. Vanderhagen. 

~nD~ by The court of Directors, in their letter of the 23rd of Decem- . 
to:S. uec- ber, 1778, censure that agency, and express themselves in 

this manner:-

«As the case now stands, the honor of Mr. Vanderhagen is to be 
taken for the justness of his bills; and it is evidently become his 
interest to expend as much money as possible on the cantonments. 
[because he draws a commission of 15 per cent. on ~is disbursements. 
We do not mean to arraign the integrity of the present agent, but we 
shall ever disallow all modes of conducting public business on principles 
which make the honour of the agent the criterion of the amount of his 
disbursements, and render his interest incompatible with frugality], and 
consequently with the welfare of the Company."* 

This letter arrived in Bengal on the 13th of November, 
177-9. Mr. Auriol was Secretary to t.he Council, and an 
order was made by Mr. Hastings that :Mr. Auriol should 
transmit to Mr. Vanderhagen this censure upon this way of 

Api\:lication accounting. Mr. Auriol does transmit that censure, but, in t r.Auriol about nine or ten months afterwards, l\Ir. Auriol comes to 
~rs;'~.Y the same Council who had ordered him to transmit that cen
=~¥~ sure to Mr. Vanderhagen, and requests to be allowed to have 
~::ur. an agency accounting upon honour. His request is not only 
Granted on granted, but infinitely more than his request is granted; for 
Mr. Hast- b' t· t I 1U' dra . h . . d t ings' ~:n. IS reques IS, 0 supp y ... ua S WIt prOVISIOnS, an 0 

mendatlon. deliver in his accounts upon honour, receiving the usual 
commission. When that proposal is considered, Mr. Hast
ings moves that an agency shall be granted to Mr. Auriol to 

~ Printed for the House or Commons, March, 171l6. 
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supply, not Madras alone, but every settlement of the India 23 MAY1791. 

Company, even including the little island of St. Helena, -
which was not to escape out of the verge of this corrupt 
transaction. Mr. Hastings moves that Mr. Auriol shall be 
appointed agent for all the Presidencies and settlements of 
the India Company; Rnd, instead of the usual commission, 
he moves that he shall have a commission of fifteen per cent. 

My Lords, it is curious-the way in which these accounts Theac-
of Mr. Auriol's come afterwards before the Accountant ~;:t':the 
General. They are referred to the Accountant General, ~~~~fant 
Mr. Larkins, and he considers them. He says he is not at Vouche;. 
liberty to call for any vouchers, because Mr. Auriol is upon ~~~fJ.o
honour, but that the addition of the sums is correct. And 
so all Mr. Auriol's accounts' have passed. And it is .not a 
trifling)um; for the whole money which has been issued to 
}Ir. Auriol, and which is accounted for, at this moment, in no 
other manner than upon Mr. Auriol's word ofhonour.,--which 
as far as the word of honour of any individual goes, may 
be good; in a circumstance in which that word of honour is 
fit to be taken, I make no doubt but Mr. Auriol's is as good 
as mine or any other gentleman's-but in a matter of Amount of 

, t M A '1' d fh . h I f theaccoullt. accoun, r. urlO s wor 0 onour IS t e on y proo or 
voucher of the right expenditure of 430,OOOl., at this moment 
unaccounted for in any other manner; and the amount of 
his commission upon that sum is 34,397l. 

There is remaining only one more article of criminality Agency 
in this Article, namely, the agency which was granted to if.:~iI~~lfo 
Mr. Belli. This was an agency to supply the garrison of%sup~ 
Fort'Villiam with stores and provisions. It was a new ~o:rWil. 
nppoint.ment, and, in the opinion of some, unnecessary; but, liam. 

after the Council had agreed to create such a new appoint-
ment, a doubt arose how to fix the degree of commission 
which the agent was to have upon the amount of. his dis
bursements, amI for his trouble, and. the waste of stores and 
other articles. It is agreed by the Council t.o refer the·deci .. 'ExtraVlI4!"llt 
Ilion of that circumstance to merchants of character. The ~i'l~l:~.L,on 
opinion of merchants is takcn, and they report that twenty 
per ce,nt. is sufficient. Mr. Hastings, who had a.,,<Tl'eed in 
taking the opinion of merchants, when he has that opinion, 
instead of acting upon it, movcs that the commission 
shull be thirty per cent. instead of twenty; and, when that is 
objected to, he says that he will make himself responsible for 
the honesty of the agent thnt he proposes, namely, Mr. Belli, 
who was his private secretary; that he will make himself 
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23 MAY 1791. responsible, not only for bis honesty, but also for the amount 
- of that commission, if the court of Directors should disap-

Lett.~ of, prove of it. The court of Directers do disapprove of it, and 
theDll'ec- • M H . h h f h tors •. disItR· reqUIre r. astmgs to see t at t e amount 0 t at com-
~~:::'!.to~. mission should be lessened, and that Mr. Belli shall only be 

permitted to draw for twenty per cent. 'Vhen this letter 
comes to Fort William, Mr. Hastings shuffles it off, and 

Contract refers it back again to the court of Directors. In the mean
~n::~~r time, to secure the profit to Mr. Belli, he moves that a con

tract shall be entered into for five years; and the date upon 
which that motion was made was the famous day, the 9th of 
August, 1779, when he had moved that the contract should 
be granted to Mr. Crofts for five years. That contract was 
accordingly granted to Mr. Belli; aud the amount of the 
commission drawn by Mr. Belli beyond the twenty per cent., 
which was the amount the merchants had fixed it at-and 
amongst those merchants was this same Mr. Crofts-·the 

LosatoCom· amount drawn beyond the twenty per cent. was 34,433l. 
~~s~m Therefore the loss sustained by the Company in that trans
commission. action was 34,4331. 

I have now, my Lords, gone through the different articles 
of crime in tbis charge. I am perfectly conscious that I 
have gone through it without doing justice to the subject; 
but, at the same time, my Lords, the facts which will appear 
in evidence, and the able manner in which that evidence will 
be commented lipon, will be such as will make up for any 

General inability on my part. But, at the same time, before I sit 
f:.o~t °rh down, I will state to your Lordships the whole amount of 
several~n.e the loss sustained by the Company upon each of these 
tracts. different transactions, and add them all together. 
Loss on The amount of the loss upon the contract granted to 
~~.t~t~o Mr. Sullivau is 13 lacs 11,635 sicca rupees, amounting to 
van. 163,9541. I estimate this loss, comparing it with the con-

tract which was granted in 1785, agreeably to the orders of 
the Company, 'when the best terms had been obta~ned by the 
Company, in consequence of the contract having been adver
tised and given to the best bidders. 

Loss on The next article of loss is the illicit trade in opium to 
~ig\t~C China; that is, comparing it with what the opium would 

have sold for at Calcutta, if it had not been exported to 
Canton, amounting to 39,1381. 

Loss on I next come to the bullocks. The loss of the Company in 
:~~~t. that transaction may be calculated in different ways. But 

supposing-what was not the case-supposing that thcse 
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6,700 bullocks were necessary, the increase of the rate 23 Mu179L 

at which they wcre contracted for beyond the rate of 
Mr. Johnson's contract would be a sum of money in the 
pocket of the contractor of 185,639/.; to which must be 
added what was paid to Mr. Ferguson for relinquishing his 
contract, and also 10,0001. given to Sir Charles Blunt as 
agent for the purchase, I believe, of the bullocks. But in 
this calculation is omitted the amount of the expense of the 
2,626 bullocks beyond what was necessary: amI the whole 
loss upon the bullocks amounts, in the number I have men-
tioned, to 203~468/. 

The next article is the loss on Sir Eyre Coote's and 
General Stibbert's allowances, amounting to 108,9911. 

The next is the agency of :Mr. Auriol; the loss upon Loss on 

which is 34,3971., which is the amount cf his commissi01i at ;r:.ng;:~L 
fifteen per ce1lL beyond the usual commission of five per cent. 

And, last of all, is the agency of Mr. Belli, which is Loss on 

3!,433l j-all together amounting to 584,3811. )f;~V.illl 
Now, my Lords, there are yarious ways in which one Relleetions 

might compare that loss, and show the bad effects it had, and ~::s\~rn~~ 
the enormity of it. The amount of the capital stock of the the Com

East India. Company, at that time, was three millions.pany· 
sterling j the interest payable upon it was eight per cent. ; 
therefore the dividend upon that stock would be 240,000/. 
Then, my Lords, the loss which the Company sustained, 
by the extravagant and profligate waste or money and cor-
rupt transactions which I have detailed to your Lordships, 
amounts to more than two years dividen~ upon the whole 
cnpital stock of the India Company at that time. 

But there is another point of view in which I shall beg Con:upt 

1.0 .3 -h" "d h fl' d motm,s. your rW! Ips to consl er t e pro Igacy, extravagance an 
corruption, of tllis business. There have been before your 
Lordships, during the Course of this trial, many circumstances 
justified-indeed all tlle Artide~ which have been gone 
through, till this. have heen different acts of bribery, justi
fied-I think not justified, but attempted to be justified-
upon the ground of the distressed situation of the Company. 
Compare, my Lords, the amount of those different bribes so 
taken-taken most undoubteuly, some of them, with a view 
of not being put to the Company's account, but wre;;ted 
from Mr. Hastings' pocket in various manners by conscious-
ness of his own guilt and fear of detection--compare the 
amount of these profligate tram·actions and this extravagilDce 
with the amount of the money eo obtained for the East 
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~MAY1791. India Company. Compare it with the amount of the money 
- which Mr. Hastings obtained, by various infractions of the 

treaty, from Cheyt Sing, which amounted to three years' 
payments of only 50,000l. each, 'that is, 150,000/. Compare 
it with,the money obtained by that violent and cruel measure 
of driving the Nawab to plunder his mother. The money 
obtained was, I believe, fifty-five lacs of rupees. The 
amount of that money was not equal to the amount which 
Mr. Hastings had squandered in providing for several 
dependants, by whose support he was in hopes to have 
obtained impunity for his crimes. Then you will be 
able to understand the motives and grounds upon which 
Mr. Hastings has endeavoured to justify those many violent 
acts of cruelty and oppression. '. 

Besides the allowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote, under 
the head of allowances charged to the account of the Nawab 
Wazir, there may be possibly other allowances upon which 
evidence may ba brought. 

Conclusion. My Lords, I am sensible that I have taken up more of 
your Lordships' time than I ought to have done. I now sit 
down, trusting that you will make-every allowance to the 
imperfect manner in which I have discharged the duty of the 
situation in which I ndW stand, confiding that the strength 
of the evidence, and the able mannerin which that evidence 
will be commented upon, will make up for all my inability. 
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SPEECH OF SIR JAMES ERSKINE ST. CLAIR. 
MANAGER FOR THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. IN 
SUMMING_UP THE EVIDENCE ON THE FOURTH 
ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO' 
CORRUPT CONTRACTS; 30 MAY, 1791. 

My LORDs,~The Commons having now closed the evi- SOllUy1791. 

dence in support of this Article of Charge, it becomes my 
duty to endeavour to perform the task, which they have done 
me the honour to impose upon me, of recapitulating to your 
Lorddhips the evidence. you have heard, and submitting to 
you such arguments as, in our judgment, properly result 
from it. But, before I enter on that detail, perhaps it will Scopeand 

become me to state shortly to your Lord,;hips the scope and r:t~ 
nature of the charge, and also the object and ends which the e c eo 

Commons have proposed to themselves in insisting upon this 
Article. • 

My Lords, this charge contains a system of domestic 
mismanagement in the administration of the public treasure, 
and in the application of it to the purposes of' corruption. 

My Lords, the Commons; independently of the general Object in 

object of repressing great public iniquity by great public :he c~1': 
example, had this principally in their view-to endeavour by p~':~ t e 
this Article to meet that plea which Mr. Hastings and his necessIty. 

friends, both within these walls and without, have endeav-
oured to set up, as some palliation of those crimes of in.: 
justice and extortion which have been proved before your 
Lordships in the Articles which have preceded this. We' 
have done it to meet that pretence of overruling necessity 
which. I am ready to admit, is almost the only defence that 
these crimes were capable of. 

My Lords, we trust, by the Article, we have shown that The neces. 
that neceidity, so far from imperious and domineering; was sbitl'~~' 
I ·fi ·al f h' d h yMr ........ t. t Ie arti Cl creature 0 IS own extravagance; an t at ings' ex-

that profusion which we charge him with was resorted to for travagance. 

the bade aud discreditable purpoi'es of corruption -and cor-
ruption merely. My Lords, in his government, and in the !f~~:j%.. 
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3OM.u1791. distribution of the public patronage which justly and 
~tiating. properly belonged to his station, or in that part of it which 
~=~~Jth he corruptly created and invented, he seems, in the disposiro:'::d tion of both, to !tave had two ob~ects, and to hay~ purs~ed 
seelJ!ing two purposes umformly and steadlly;-the one, to mgratIate 
factIOUS h' If" h . 'd bl d h' adherents HnSe Wit persons m con~1 era e power an aut orlty at 
abroad. home, by providing for their friends and connections in India; 

the other, to attach to himself a body of determined and 
factious adherents abroad, that, by involying them in one 
common cause, through their united exertions and combined 
influence, he might be enabled to have power-and authority 
enough at home both to secure the continuance of his power 
and his station, and to give him a reasonable prospect of 

Reasons for indemnity for the abuse of it. 
the rejection .... Lo d h . . d h" b h . by the Com- ill.y r S, avmg premise t IS, It may e, per aps, Just 
=~~the that, for their own I!akel!, the Commons should be inclined to 
~Of justify themselves, inasmuch _as they haye only brought in 
C proof of this system fi ve articles of accusation. It is true, 

if we had been so minded, or if a sound discretion could 
have warranted us in so doing, we should have been able to 
have adduced in proof before your Lordships, in snpport of 
this system of corruption and disobedience which we charge, 
almost every public act of Mr. Hastings, in so far as it 
related to the distribution of public ,atronage or the sup
ply of any article necessary for the public service. nut to 
have gone to ihat length, you know, would llave been impos
sible. You have already seen the prolixities and difficulties 
that haye attended us, in a matter which involves much 
account even in this short part of it. But I think that, 
both in your Lordships' judgment and in that of the public, 
we shall appear to have selected five instances oi the utmost 
magnitude and importance, as specimens and examples of the 
different forms and variet.ies into which the corruption of 
Mr. Hastings had branched and diversified itself, rather than 
to have shown you all the guilt and all the criminality 
which, we think, we could have made the result of an exa
mination into the whole of his conduct. 

Ollium I will not trouble your Lordships with any more prefa
con~to tory matter; but shall now proceed to state the evidence 
ih.'Sullioan. upon the opium contract gl'lmted to Mr. Sullivan, in the year 

CUStom of 
theservioo 
to obtain 

:~=bY 

1781. . 
It is necessal'Y that I should obser"e, fil'8t, that it was 

both directed by tbose orders which you haye heard read, 
and confirmed by the general established practice of the 
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service under those orders, that, in all matters of supply for 30 MU1791. 

the public service-in all contracts for the provision of any -
article necessary to the public in any branch-it should 
generally be done by contract. The court of Directors, in O~der of the 

the 36th paragraph of their general instructions, under the Dll'OOti..... -

l'egulating Act of Parliament of 1774, speaking of the 
service being performed by contract, say, " We direct that 
you always put the terms up to public advertisement, and 
accept the lowest proposal, with sufficient security for the 
performance:' To that order, in almost every instance, I 
have to state the disobedience of Mr. Hastings. And I will OI'4CI'l! _ 

just take this opportunity to -remark, that, in the granting ~~'!'ie par-

h .. f h' f . . h tmhty. t e relDls:!lons 0 contracts or t e creatIon 0 agenCIes, elt er 
for the provisions of the army or the purchase of any article 
of commerce or manufacture, like opium, orders upon that 
subject were orders simply to guard the interests of the 
Company against private favour and private partiality; and 
that, if it be possible to conceive any order, of any kind, 
which there can be no honest pretence for a Governor 
General to disobey, it is an order of that nature. With 
re~pect to orders of a political nature, they may pretend some
times II. change of circumstances-that the state of India 
was not known to their masters at home when the order was 
sent out. But, in a general regulation to guard the Company's 
interest against the encroachment of private favour, personal 
friendship or corrupt partiality, there could be no change 
of circumstances-there could be no possible circumstances
known to Mr. Hastings at the time of executing the order, that 
were not known to the Company at the time of making it; 
and, therefore, that usual plea for disobedience which has been 
often pretended by Mr. Hastings is, in this case, rooted up. . 

My Lords, this order had been previously uisobeyed in a af:o"'b~ence 
contmct given to Mr. Mackenzie for the provision of opium. ~:~:ol'tler 
The terms of that contract were sent home; and that very C?nt~ 
circumstance of not advertising for proposals was cQndemned ~~~¥ac. 
by the court of Directors. At the· expiration of that oon- keDZle. 

trnct, :Mr. Hastings granted the same contract, upon the 
snme terms. to Mr. Sullivan, for four years. not only without 
a.dvertising for proposals, but without having received any 
upon the subject. 

And here I must entreat your Lordships to advert to the frlraor: . 
proceedings and the consulta.tions of that time and that cu':n~~ 

. d' d h h h' of the grant perlo , 1D or er t at you may see t at t IS contract was ofthecon. 

granted under very extraordinary circumstances - not ~~~rlivau. 
VOL. II. F F 
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30 Mu1791. only without advcrtisenient, but without any of the previous 
- steps which had been usual in matters of the same nature. 

The contract camc in such a questionable shape and such 
an extraordinary form, that the secretary of the Council, 
used as he might be, in 1781, to transactions of private 
favour from Mr. Hastings, found it so irregular and so 
anomalous that he was almost incapable of preparing the 
draft upon it; and he had to submit himself to Mr. Hastings 
for further instruction and further advice; in order to enable 
him to reduce even to a. legal shape tllis extraordinary grant 
to Mr. Sullivan. Mr. Hastings in that transaction smooths 
all difficulties in a moment. Is there any observation of the 
secretary's that might be a check or an inconvenience to 
Mr. Sullivan? It vanishes. Is there any allowance that 
would be a favour or an advantage 1 It is admitted without 
an inquiry. Mr. Hastings says, with II. noble and gallant 
indifference upon the subject, "Let the allowance be given 
to him, and let it be ascertained." But it is given to him 
first, to be ascertained hereafter. 

Abolition of I will just take this opportunity of observing upon a fa.ct 
f~~;'cct~r. tha.t thc cross exantination of the Council made of importance. 

Your Lordships rccollect that Mr. Hastings abolished the 
office of inspector. His duty was to attend to the proper 
quality of the manufacture; because any adulteration in II. 

small part of it rendered the whole, as the evidcnce has told 
your Lordships, suspicious, and destroyed the market in -
the Malay Islands, to which it wa.s generally exported. 
Mr. Hastings in this instance abolishes the inspector; and 
the learned gentlemen think they have got a considerable 
advantage.ovcl' us when they get out of an opium cOn
tractor, whcn they get out of an opium merchant, this 
evidence-that the inspector was to the merchant II. consi
derable inconvenience, that he was a considerable impedi
ment in the prosecution of his trade. I do not think it 
would weigh very mU«;lh with your Lordships if, in any 
great distillery, you were to learn that the inspection of the 
excise was a great control and inconvenience, which it would 
be for the comfort, the convenience and the profit, of the 
distiller to remove from him. 

Commissiona Among other things, of the smaller jobs in this trans
~~~~~r:t action, the opium was removed from the sale of the Board of 
:o,::.pensa- Trade, to whom it had been consigned by the orders of the 

CDmpany. There were numberless other.little commissions 
and little jobs to different officers. who. by all the different 
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.irregular parts of this transaction; had lost parts of their 30M4Y1791. 

profits, and which were obliged to be compensated to them 
by Mr. Hastings. I will not enter in:o the detail of that, 
but come to what we charge to be the great and substantial 
crime in this Article-the extravagance of the terms, and 
the circumstances of the time and person to whom they 
were given. 

My Lords, you have it in evidence that for this contract Extravagant 

Mr. Sullivan received 350,000 sicca rupees, or 40~600l. ster- ~~~tthQ. 
ling. You have it in evidence that Mr. Benn sold the 
contract to Mr. Young; for which he received four annual 
payments of 149,000 sicca rupees, which Mr. Benn trans-
lated into exactly 60,000l., but which, if calculated upon the 
same principle with the other, I believe will be found to 
amount to 69,1361. Besides that, Mr. Benn got 7,0001. 
upon one branch of the transaction which he did not sell to 
Mr. Young. So that, upon the whole, the loss to the Com- T~t~ los! to 
pany was 76,0001. And it is apparent that these are all ;a~y.om. 
complete and indisputable losses; because, had Mr. Hastings 
obeyed the orders of the Directors, Mr. Young would, un
doubtedly, have given as much moncy to the Government, 
hi an honest, fair, public and op~n, transaction, as he would 

'hnve given to the contractor in a transaction which it was 
the interest of all to keep secret and concealed, and for 
which he had infinitely less security than he would have had 
if he had taken it from Government. 

My Lords, there is one striking fact in this part of the Successive 

case, which it will not become me to overlook, and which I :~e:r:::;t~he 
trust your Lordships will advert to, namely, that this contract 
was sold by Mr. Sullivan to Mr. Benn, and by Mr. Benn 
to Mr. Young, previous to the possession of it by Mr. Sul
livan-previous to the legal possession of it. The promise 
of Mr. Hastings had, certainly, gone before eithel' Mr. Sul-
livan's idea of selling, or any rational conception in either of 
the others to purchase. But this contract had this evident 
mllrk of favour and corruption in it, that it was promised in 
such a manner from Mr. Hastings to Mr. Sullivan as that it 
could be the object of two sales, previous to the commence-
ment of the contract Ilnd to the time of signing it. 

My Ll ords'fI'1h6ave shown you that upon thpis chontra~t there f:~l'!o! 
was a oss 0 ,0001. to the Company. er aps It may incurred 

not be amiss to advert to the time when this loss was in- ~~g~'i::n~ 
~urred. Y our ~ordships '!I'ill recollect that this los~ was ~=t~h:yt 
Illcurred some tIme early III the year 1'181; that, If the Sing. 

FF2 
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30 1IA.y1791. advertisement had been published, it would have been BO 
-- published that the contract should commence on the 1st of 

September, 1781; therefore, in 1781, -'76,0001. was sacrificed 
by Mr .. Hast~ngs in order to do Mr. Sullivan a favour 
-in order to create a job for Mr. Sullivan. In the year 
1781, Mr. Hastings thought it worth his while to mak.e' 
Il progress to Benares, to punish the Raja of that province 
for having been dilatory in his payment of an extorted sub
sidy of 50,000l. My Lords, you have it in evidence that, 
at. the moment the necessities of the Company were so 
urgent that they could not wait a month or two for 
the payment of an unjust demand from Il prince whom they 
were oppressing, Mr. Hastings still thought the Company's 
treasury was so well supplied as to enable him to sacrifice 
'76,000[. of their money, in order to make the fortune of Il 
friend and favourite. 

t'!1~robr My Lords, much examination has been had upon whether 
e~~c~t~on ot Mr. Hastings was privy to these sales or not. I know not, 
~~o~~~:-:tt and, I will add, I care not much, whether he was or not; but of 
!ivan. this I am sure, that he could not have entertained an opinion 

that Mr. Sullivan was likely to execute the contract, first, 
because Mr. Sullivan was not long from England; he had 
been, till within a very short part of the time, secretary to 
Madras, which office he had then, I believe, hardly resigned; 
I rather believe he had not resigned it at all. He was at 
that time Judge Advocate of Bengal Not only that, but, 
al)out the same time, Mr. Hastings demanded his aid as his 
assistant in the cares and toils of his empire. At that time 
he had told the Council that he could not alone manage 
the multiplicity of his business, and, therefore, he took 
Mr. Sullivan to assist him. Mr. Sullivan, almost at the time 
.of the commencement of the contract, and in the very first 
stages of its performance, was with Mr. Hastings fl.t Benares. 
I do not dwell upon the. skill, I do not dwell upon the in
dustry. I do not dwell upon the previous investigation that 
is necessary for understanding this manufacture; but it was 
impossible, from the circumstance of Mr. Sullivan's being 
within that [province], Mr. Hastings could have thought 
that he was likely to execute the contract. 

Motive tor Now, having stated this to your Lordships, it may become 
~:.~!'.'tn;!~. us a little to consider who Mr. Sullivan was, and what was 
~I .. tion- the motive for the appointment. Mr. Sullivan was Bon to 
C~~i~~~Got the person ,vho was, at that time, Chairman of the Enst India 
~~~,~om- Company. The Chairman of the East India Company, 

. and the cOllrt of Directors, in those days, were to Mr. 
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Hastings as everything. It was from them that he was 30 Mu1701; 

to fear censure or punishment. It was to them that he was 
to owe his continuance in his situation. It was to their 
protection that he was to look for the enjoyment of his office, 
and for all the honest and dishonest profits that he might 
make by it. It was to them that his ambition was to look 
fi,r itS gratification. It was to them that his avarice was to 
look for the means of securing its prey. It was to them 
he was to look (or support; and they were almost the only 
persons in this country to whom he could think it neces-
t!al"y ever essentially to show his gratitude. And we know 
that Mr. Hastings' power in that body was once strong 
enough to defy the order and the opinion of the House of 
Commons.- . 

My Lords, it is a melancholy consideration for us to look Collu,ionof 
back to those times, and see the first officer of the Company l'!;;~::dt-

. at home and the first officer of the Company abroad cor_llr.Sullivan. 
ruptly colluding for their own private benefit, by a joint 
and common sacrifice of those interests of the Company which 
it was the duty of both to have protected and watched over; 
to see one betray the trust of inspecting and controlling the 
conduct of the other, and :Mr. Hastings rewarding him for 
that treachery by giving him a participation in that spoil 
which Mr. Hastings was at that time exacting for himself: 

My Lords, we may perhaps think it was extraordinary ~r. Hast. 

that Mr. Hastings was not satisfied with all the offices and }~;S~~o~~:s 
all the benefits which he, about that time, had been heaping t~~ fri;nd~ 
upon Mr. Sullivan, in India; but, when we consider the M~~S':uuvan. 
temper of mind and disposition in which Hastings seems to 
have been, at that moment-when we recollect that, about 
the time of this grant, :Mr. Hastings was indulging that wild 
and frantic dream of empire, at Benares, where he treats the 
kings of India as tributary vassals, and talks of himself as 
an emperor over them, we shall not be much surprised, 
perhaps, that, considering who :Mr. Sullivan was and how 
educated, :Mr. Hastings might wish to count him as a friend; 
might fear him as a rival and look forward to him as a suc-
cessor; that, under any or all of these views, he should 
have been disposed, as it were, to invest him }Vith the purple, 
nnd to associate him with himself on the throne; and that, 
in 80 doing, it was natural and just enough that he should 
give him some share of the plunder of these devoted provinces 
which he was assisting to govern; and, when :Mr. Hasting'" 

• See tbe IntrodactiOD to tbe present publication; p. xxxiii, 
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30 Mu1791. took for himself four lacs, 40,0001., from the land revenue of 
- the province of Behar, through the hands of Kelleram, that 

he should be disposed to give to his associate, for the esta
blishment of the young Cresar, at least, the produce of the 
most lucrative article of manufacture and commerce in the 
province, and that Mr. Sullivan's share should be 40,0001., 
the same amount with that which Mr. Hastings expected for 
himself. 

Contract for My Lords, it is perhaps a little difficult to descend at once 
~~f~:it:from the throne to the counting-house; but it is essentially 
China. necessary t~at I should state to your Lordships, in a few 

words, the inconvenience and loss that were the consequence 
of the next contract, 'namely, the smuggling adventure. 
Mr. Hastings, at the time of granting this contract, states 
himself that there was no market for opium in Calcutta; 
that the sales had been heavy and the opium was on hand. 
And, with the knowledge that he had no sale to expect, he 
pledged the Company, at an extravagant rate, to purchase 
it for four years.' So much for his economy I But, after 
falsely pretending that there was no sale-for we have 
shown that there was a considerable sale, and we could have 
shown, by a long reference to books, which for your Lord
ships' sakes we have avoided, the amount and profit of these 

L tl sales-Mr. Hastings engaged in -an adventure, on the Com-
o.s on 18, 1 . . Ch' Th 1 trnnsootion. pany s. account, to smugg e opmm mto mao e oss 

upon that transaction, upon the invoice price, as was stated 
at your Lordships' bar, the price which Mr. Hastings himself 
set upon it-and so far that estimated value is good against 
him-was this: the invoice price amounted to 144,0001., and 
the actual produce in China was but 38,0001. ; the difference, 
therefore, was 116,0001.; that was the loss, upon Mr. Hast
ings' showing. If you take the prime cost of the opium, and 
add to that the freight and charges, and compare that with 
the produce at Canton, the loss would only appear to be 
52,0001. But, in that view of it, taking the opium at the 
prime cost, Mr. Hastings has in that instance sacrificed what 
it has been the boast of his life to create as an article of 
revenue, namely, the difference between the prime cost of 
the opium and the profit he made by selling it at Calcutta. 
The loss in one view is 116,0001.; in the other, in the best 
way that they can state it for themselves,' the loss is 
52,0001. 

A t The Counsel have gone into an examination-and, I will 
nswel' 0 'dl" d t theplea,?f venture to say, a very 1 e exammatlOn-to en eavour 0 

10sSOfsluPS'show what the profit would have been if all the ships had 
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arrived. Is insurance no part of the expense of a mercpant, 80M.n1791; 

and the loss, by sea or by an enemy, no part of his risk? -
And if he insures himself, should not he abide by the con
sequence of it? But the difference is not there. According 
to the old and usual mode of doing the business, the opium 
was sold to and paid for by the merchants at Calcutta.· If 
they had Bold it to a private merchant, they would have 
been paid for it at Calcutta, and the risk would have been 
run, or the insurance would have been paid by the merchant. 
Therefore I have a right to compare what they did receive, 
according to their own absurd, new-invented, scheme, with 
the price which they would have received from the merchant at 
Calcutta, had they sold it in the usual and established mode. 

But, my Lords, it is not only for the purpose of showing ~ot!ve for 

your Lordships that this was an improvident and an ill- tio':. t:fi~ 
d h h I . b h 1 meaDS for concerte SC eme t at state It; ut as a sc erne ca - effectingrc. 

culated and contrived, not-merely as a mercantile adventure Ft:;;:;::yto 
or a project in the way of trade, but an invention for :hrv~nts.of 
remitting the fortunes of the servants of the India Company. pa~y.om 
It was a scheme to contrive a mode of remittance of their 
ill~acqujred wealth to Europe, which they could do in scarce 
any other manner. And therefore it is, that you see 
Mr. Hastings writing from Benareil, to desire that certain 
persons, then with him, might have a share in the loan; 
which loan was, as we have seen in other instances, opened 
much more for the purpose of their remitting their fortunes 
than for the purpose of any supply to the Company: and 
you find all those persons that were with Mr. Hastings-
those who were dividing the spoil of Bidjey Gurh, were by 
thcse means enabled to find a channel for the remittance of 
that plunder, which they had gotten-against law and even 
against Mr. Ha.'3tings, to this country. That was one of 
the reasons of this transaction. And it is singular to observe 
that one cannot trace anyone !!lingle instance of trade, any 
project, or any adventure in the management of the concerns 
of the Company, as fur as went to the management of 
their money, that was not tinctured wit~ private favour, 
and some motive -and principle of corruption. Even in 
the conduct of this smuggling business, a great deal of loss 
arose from the private jobs and the .private confidence that 
was put in some of the persons who conducted it, who 
sacrificed thc: interest of the Company to their. own, anl1 
made their fortune while the Company were losing. I do 
not mean to trouble your Lordships any more upon this 
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80 :fuYl~9J. part of the case. I shall now proceed to state the subject of 
- the bullock contract. 

Tbebullock It appears in evidence that the contract of 1777 was 
~!~for granted by Mr. Hastings, againat the orders of the Company, 
three years for three years. Before one year and a half of it was 
in 1777. ... th 
Second expu-ed, e contract in 1779, which we charge as a crime, 
contract in took place. But, before I proceed to the comparison of these 1779_ 

:Mr. Has~ 
ings' ac· 
count of it. 

two contracts, which I should think the just and the proper 
way of stating the expense and the loss, I will take the 
liberty of putting your Lordships in mind of Mr. Hastings' 
own account of the first, where, after stating in the revenue 
consultations certain losses by pressing bullocks, he goes on 
thus-- -

« To remedy these inconveniences-to fix the contract upon such fair 
and equitable terms as should insure a strict perfonnance of the public 
service, and afford to the contractor the prospect of a reasonable profit 
for his trouble and risk-I joined in giving the bullock contract to 
Mr. Johnson in 1777."· 

We have here Mr. Hastings' own showing that the con
tract, in 1777, secured the public service and a reasonable 
profit to the contractor; and this, when both the contracts 
were charged upon him as crimes, when he was aware of 
the extent of the iccusation at the bar of the Honse of 
Commons. Then I have only to desire your Lordships to 
advert to the two contracts, and compare the rates. 

~,:'t!:: dis- This coutract would have continued for a year and a half 
~IV~ br. longer. On the suggestion of Mr. Hastings the Government 
in~. ,,'::'d . proposed to dissolve it; and they offered it to the same con
~!e~ agalU tractor upon the new terms. The difference .in the actual 
lel1llll. expense of that your Lordships have upon your Minutes; 

but it is necessary, at the same time, to state what Sir Eyre 
Coote proposed in Council;on the 5th of July, 1779 ;-for 
what reason yon will learn immediately. Between his pro-

SirEyro 
Coot-e's 
... timateof 
number of 
bullocks 
required. 

posal and the resolution of the Council to adopt the proposal, 
Sir Eyre Coote gave in to the same Council a minute, pro
posing that the army should be reduced to three brigades, 
and that for each of these three brigades 1,350 bullocks 
would be sufficient-making in all 4,074. Mr. Hastings, 
with this opinion . of the Commander-in-Chief before him 
-the Commander-in-Chief, I confes'i, concurring with 

• Extract from Mr. Hastings' Defence at the Bar of the HoUse of Commons; 
Ed, Debrett, p. 126. . 
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Mr. Hastings-did enter into a contract for 6,700 bul- 30 MA.YIT91. 

locks. Had the contract for 177; been suffered to continue 
in force, and had the number Sir Eyre Coote thought 
necessary for the whole army been provided upon the terms 
of that contract, from the 1st of September, 1779, to the 
1st of March, 1784, as long Il.S the old contract continued' in Loss on the 

f h d h 
ne," con· 

force, for the whole term 0 t e 01 contract t e expense tract. 

would have been 97,0001.; whereas, under the new con-
tract, the expense for providing bullocks in that time was 
340,000/. . 

Now there is another way of stating this. If Mr. Hast
ings had even thought the whole amount of the 6,700 
[bullocks], contracted for in the new contract, necessary, the 
difference which he created iIJ. the alteration of the rates 
alone would have amounted to 44,0001. a year. The dif
ference as it actually was, by providing for an unnecessary 
number, and that at an extravagant rate, amounts to 60,000/. 
a year. 

The Council, in examining this matter, have stated that Pret~,!ded. 
h 

. . . h d . provIsIons m t ere are many new provIsions pregnant Wit care an Clr- thellontract 
• I! h C I d . d f h for advan-cmnspcctlon lor t e ompany. n or er to JU ge 0 t e tage to the 

qualities and character of the father, I should like a little to Company. 

look at the nature of the offspring. These new provisions, 
if I recollect them correctly, were, in the first place, an 
allowance to Mr. Croftes of 6001. a year, I believe, for 
providing carriages, for training, and a great many other 
allowances to the contractor-all of benefit to the con-
tractor, little or nothing of regulation for the benefit of the 
Company. And, independent of that, Mr. Johnson's con-
tract was liable to have any number of bullocks reduced, 
upon one month's notice from the commanding pfficer. In 
the contract of Mr. Croftes, the Company could not reduce NOdP~wer of 

• • • re ucmg 
one bullock wlthm less than two y~ars; and, m order to number of 

d·• h d f h h" bullocks con· IsmlSS at teen 0 two years, t ey must ave given SIX tracted for 

. months' previous notice. Your Lordships may judge whether ;:~~ two 

this is for the benefit of the Company: or the benefit of the 
contractor. But, independent of that, Mr. Hastings, not ~ompensa,. 

·th t.. • d h h b fi f tlon secured content WI uaVlng secure to t e contractor t e ene toto con. 

this contract for the certain term of five years, knowing too ~~~r:: 
that there was a prospect of a considerable reduction being duct~nor 
ordered by the Company-for he must have known th!\.t the num ere 

Directors would order a reduction of that number which, 
upon their own minutes, Sir Eyre Coote had judged to be 
unnecessary, and which afterwards did happen-Mr. Hastings 
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80M.l.Y1791. set· about to judge how the Company. should pay that. 
The~. He states the capital in the contract at 2,50,000 rupees. 
K~Jis~ The Company were to furnish three fourths of that capital; 
~~hsot so that here, upon the showing of Mr. Hastings, there was 
the capital. an additional profit to the contractor, above what, in 1777, 

he" himself thought reasonable, <>f 44,0001. a year; the sum 
of 7,2501. being the only capital the contractor engaged in 

Ipdemnifira- the business. But he says, in order to indemnify him in case 
t~~:d~~S9 of a reduction, when the contractor of course will have his 
tion. bullocks to sell, he proposes he shall have half the prime cost 

paid him; and then, he says, he would have made a profit of 
this contract if it continued five years, ahd he would have 
allowed him a compensation tor that contract. Now what is . 
it he gives? He gives a hundred per cent. He gives him a 
sum equal to the whole capital, as an annual allowance for 
turning his capital and dismissing him from that part of the 
contract. But, had these 2,~OO [bullocks] been dismissed at 
the end of two years, as Mr. Hastings had ·reason to expect, 
the contractor would have been intitled to receive, beside 
the return of all his capital stock, a. payment of a hundred 
per fe'lt. upon all' his own capital engaged in it three times 
told. Mr. Hastinis states this to be an intricafe and 
perplexed mode of account, so he' varies it, and allows 
thirteen sicca rupees per annum, of the time to run, for 

,every bullock so discharged; and the alteration is only 
made in order to give some additional benefit to the con
tractor, above the indemnity of his own capital of three 
hundred per cent. 

~~:~~t~hO My Lords, it may not be immaterial to consider the date 
and circumstance of this contract, as I have had occasion to 
do in the one upon which I spoke to you a few moments ago. 
The date of this contract was in September, 1779. It was 
proposed in Council the July preceding. Sir Eyre Coote 
proposed this, and stated the draught of the contract to have 
occupied the attention of the Governor, and to have been 
prepared .by him before Sir Eyre Coote's arrival, which was 
in March. On the 12th of April, 1779, he demanded an 
illegal allowance from the Board, and got three times what 
he demanded; and, in July, he proposes this contract, stating 
it to have been prepared by the Governor before Sir Eyre 
Coote's arrival, that is, before March. . 

~t~~~Ub. It is material, to observe that, in the year preceding this 
CheytSing. contract, namely, lipon the 15th of July, 1778, Mr. Hast

ings made the first demand of the subsidy from Cheyt Sing-
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a subsidy of five lacs of rupees, or, according to the best 30 Mu1791. 

calculation of that species of rupee, 55,5001. sterling-and 
that this was not ultimately realised till late in October, 1778. 
In October, 1778, he realised this money, and was secure of 
a fund. In the July following, having previously and in the 
intermediate time prepared the draught of this contract, he 
proposed to the old contractor to abandon his old engagement 
and accept a new one; by which new contract a loss of 
60,OOOl. was created to the Company. 

The subsidy exacted from Cheyt Sing-against aU treaty The subsidy 
• 11 I . 11 f hI' f:' h exceeded by -agalDst a aw-agamst a engagements 0 pu lC alt the loss on 

and private honour-that subsidy, amounting to 55,000l., the contract. 

was at once absorbed and swallowed up in this extravagant 
contract: or, if you were even to suppose that number of 
bullocks necessary, that subsidy would have been nearly 
swallowed up by the 46,OOOl. increased upon the rates-only 
allowing 6,700l. to have been necessary-which was given. 
by Mr. Hastings, above what he thought a year and a half 
before, and has declared since he came· home, to have been a _ 
reasonable compensation and profit to the contractor. And Justification 

I h b 'd' 'fi d? Y L d h' 'll 1 of the sub· lOW was t e su Sl y JUstl e. our or S IpS WI reco - si.dy by 

lect that it was the urgent poverty apd distress of the g~~~C~!~f 
Company, an exhausted treasury, a depreciated credit, a pany. 

foreign war j all these were his pretended motives, while 
we find his real motive to have been to establish a fund 
which he could give-not divided among many, but united, 
whole, entire and complete-into the pocket of Mr. Croftes. 

My Lords, when I see a Governor General breaking the Pe",!onal 

public treaties which he has himself given his sanction to- motives. 

when I see him not keeping even the conditions of a bribe 
which he has received at that time-when I see him doing 
this for the purpose of granting all that he can get by ex
tortion into the pocket of one favourite individual, I am 
apt to think, and I believe your Lordships will be apt to 
think, he did not do so without something more of personal 
interest than necessarily appears upon the face of the trans
action. 

But your Lordships are to consider, in listening to Mr. 
Hastings' defence, what created the necessity and how the 
nccessity was supplied. You see him extorting unjust sub .. 
sidies from the tributary princes of the country, in order to 
create extravagant, corrupt and enormous, allowances to the 
servants of the Company; which whether he participated in 
or not, we cannot tell; but, whether he did or not, his neglect 
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30 MAY 1791. of the interests of the Company and his own corrupt conduct 
- and mismanagement of their treasury is equally apparent. 

Redllctionof The orders of the Company came for reducing this con
~~:le~tr:"'t tract to the number Sir Eyre Coote thought necessary. 
the Diree: That was disobeyed, and the whole number remained for 
ors. thrce "[years] and eight months. They were then reduccd, 

and the number reduced,olmtinued so for ten months longer; 
the total expense of which has been already stated to your 
Lordships at 340,OOOl., from which, if we deduct what the 
expense ought to have been for the number judged necessary 
by Sir Eyre Coote, it would have left a balance of 243,OOOl. 

Term for 
notice of 
termination 
of contr""t 
suffered to 
elapse. 

entire loss to the Company. 
This contract left an option to Mr. Croftes, that it was to 

continue six years unless notice was given that it was to 
expire at the time contracted for, namely, at the end of five 
years. Mr. Hastings accidentally, as he tells us, suffered 
that term to elapse, having not long before reduced the 
.number of bullocks, so that his attention was, necessarily, 
called to the subject. He suffered that period to elapse, 
which ha~ scarcely gone by before he thought it necessary 
to repurchase that advantage which by his negligence the 
contractor had gained-'-to purchase a relinquishment of his 

Purchase of contract. That bargain was concluded. The contractor got 
the relin- 6 l fi l' . h' h d h h d h d quishment ,000. or re mqUls mg tea vantage eat en got, an , 
r~~~ con- besides that, was paid a very extravagant price for his stock; 

and this contract was converted into an agency for the 
Agencr benefit of another fav~urite individual. Upon that agency 
establIShed. seventeen and a half per cent. was given, as a profit to the 

agent. ,. 
Upon an examination of the whole of that transaction, 

though I am unwilling, having trespassed so much upon 
your Lordships' time, to go much at length into it, you will 
find the allowance intolerably extravagant, and the expense 
in the agency nearly equal to what had been the expense of 

Lossonth!l the contract. As a pure loss I take only IO,900l., being 
contrnetor. h d'ffi b h' h' h h 'd h st-ock. tel erence etween t e pnce w Ie t cy pm t e contrac-

tor for his stock, at that time, and that at which' they after
wards sold the same stock to another contractor, when their 
interest or .their favour led them to adopt another mode of 
carrying on the same principle and object of corruption. 

TotaJ loss ou The total ]oss npon this article of the bullocks, in that view 
~~t~\~ck of it, amounts to 261,OOOl. -
Opinion of It has been suggested to me that I had almost forgot to 
:.~ ~i~st put your Lordships in mind that, since Mr. Hastings re-
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turned to Europe, he has been of opinion that the mode 30MuI79I. 
of conducting the army business by contract is the most army con. 

ruinolls, the most extravagant, the most destructive of the tract •• 

Company's interest, that could- possibly be adopted. My 
Lords, when he has no longer an opportunity of distributing 
the patronage, he is very generous in his advice to those who 
may benefit by it. But the same contradiction, the same 
objections to the mode of conducting by agency, he has often 
stated. He has stated,' justly and truly, that giving an 
agent a..large commission upon his expenses is creating in 
him an interest directly hostile to that of his employers, and 
encouraging him to raise the amount of his expense that he 
may thereby raise the value of his own allowance. 

My Lords, I come now to another branch of this Article 
totally separate and distinct ;-and it is with a considerable 
degree of pain and regret that f feel myself addressing your 
Lordships upon this head. I am now to state to· your Allowanccof 

Lordships that, when General Clavering went to India, the f~.iW!'fDdcr. 
allowance was fixed by the court of Directors, under an Act ~:~;\~~I~. 
of Parliament, at 6,000/. a year the salary, added to 10,0001. Clavcring. 

a year the allowance as Councillor; that this was given, 
speCially, in lieu of all travelling charges and expenses 
whatever. General Clavering, whose memory in this trans-
action we can never mention but to honour and to admire-
General Clavering, with that rigid virtue which distinguished 
him, adhered to that allowance of the Company. He was 
contented with the salary-ample it was indeed-that the 
law and his masters allowed him. Sir' Eyre Coote landed Increased 

li<?me day on March 1779; and, very: soon a.fter he h:m taken r~l~:"~":~r 
]us seat at the Board, he proposed, ID a mIDute whIeh your Sir Eyre 

Lordships have had before you, that certain large allow- Coote. 

ances,-five and a half per cent. share of commission on the 
revenue, nnd other large allowances, should devolve upon 
himsel£ The Council meeting that proposal with the re
probation which was due to it, and showing him the orders 
of the Directors, which he brought out in his hand, that he 
should have the same allowances with General Clavering 
and none other, Mr. Hastings said," No! that allowance 
you cannflt have. That is diverted into another channel; 
another man has that .extraordinary indulgence; another 
man has that corrupt allowance. We will do otherwise for 
you." 

Mr. Hastings then proposes an establishment for Sir PropOsal of 

Eyre Coote, which I will not trouble your Lordships with ~~ t~r.o.,. 



462 Summing of Evidence on tll6 Fourth Charge- Contracts: 

30Mn1791. hearing a detail of, under pretence of servants, boats .. budge
him 20001. rows, camels, carriages and elephants, and such like, as a 
additional. provision for his field equipage and travelling expenses. 

When Sir Eyre Coote asks an allowance of about 8,0001. 
a year, Mr. Hastings proposes for him an allowance of 
15,554 sieea rupees per month, a sum that, I am. pretty 
confident, amounts to something between 20,000/. and 
21,0001. sterling, a. year. He proposes that, to be an ad
ditional establishment to the 16,000l. a year allowed by the 
Company. 

Sir Eyre It is after that est.1.blishment is created for him that Sir 
~e':;'~~t-:-p- Eyre Coote is ready to bring forward Mr. Hastings' corrupt 
e~Jf~{ the transaction of the bullock contract. It is after Mr. Hastings 
contract. has purchased his support and bought his .vote at the 

Council board that he is, then, ready to adopt any plan 
System of which the Governor General has prepared for him. It is 
corruption. necessary that we should keep these things a little together 

in our minds, because they will show that one corruption 
always induced another; that one extravagant expenditure 
always made it necessary to follow it with some other, in 
order to keep some other person quiet, that every one might 
have some share in the plunder, in order to repress either 
resistance to his government, or complaints at home, or all 
the inconveniences of detection and discovery. 

The allow· Mr. Hastings proposes this establishment to Sir Eyre 
~~~1'gCd on Coote, and it so continues from April to November, 1779. 
the Wazir. Then Mr. Hastings, finding . this a heavy charge upon the 

treasury-finding. the supply of this extra allowance an 
awkward thing to account for to the court of Directors, and 

The charge 
beyond the 
amount 
allowed in 
the treaty. 

, an inconvenient thing to provide for to himself-he then 
proposes that Sir Eyre Coote shall go upon an expedition to 
the different posts of the army. And, the moment he quits 
the home provinces, this subsidy is, at once, charged upon 
the'Vazir. 

'Your Lordships have seen the article of the treaty, in 
evidence, which specifies the expenses that were to be 
charged upon the 1Vazir. You will see by that article that 
this charge was above those specified; that it was a breach 
of Mr. Hastings' private faith with the Nawab as a man, 
as well as his public engagement by treaty as a Governor. 

Pretence of This was charged upon the Nawab. Mr. HlI.Stings has 
::e!j,a~t': told us, with the Nawab's assent; How far it was with the 
chal'ge. Nawab's assent, your Lordships will be enabled to judge from 

. reading that letter which we have given in evidence; wherein. 
\ 
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Mr. Hasting!, on the 20th of November, at Calcutta, having 3OMA.Y179I, 
ordere! this to be charged on the N awab, on the 19th of -
November, the Nawab writes from Oude, setting forth-

"That the expenee occasioned by the troops in brigade and others Hi~ ~om· 
commanded by European officers has much distressed the support of m"kt ~f 
my household, insomuch that the allowance made to the seraglio and s es •. 
children· of the deceased Nabob has been reduced to one fourth part 
of what it was, upon which they han subsisted [in a very distressed 
manner for these two rears past. The attendants, writers, servants, &c. 
of my court have receIVed no pay for these two years; and there is at 
present no part of the country that can be allotted to the payment of my 
father's pri,-ate creditors, whose applications are du.ily pressing upon me. 
All these difficulties I have for these three years] struggled through, 
and find this consolation therein, that it was complying with the 
pleasure of the Honorable Company; and, in the hope that the Supreme 
Council would make enquiry from impartial persons into my distressed 
situation, I am now forced'to a re}lresentation." * 

This letter, stating his distress, regretting that they have 
not inquired into [his situation], stating the distress arising 
from the pleasure of the Governor and their taxes upon him 
-this letter he writes the day before Mr.· Hastings affixes 
an additional demand of 20,000/. a year upon him-by his 
assent! Is it possible that that cau be a 'Plea urged before 
your Lordships? Is it possible that you can believe, with 
all the picture of the distress of the Nawab's family which 
you have before you in other evidence, with this striking and 
strong representation of his own misery which I' have this 
moment read to you-can you believe that it was with his 
voluntary assent that Mr. Hastings charged upon him this 
additional subsidy for the commander-in-chief? 

My Lords, this additional subsidy for the commander-in- Continuance 

h· fl' d h'l h 1'" d oftheeharge C Ie not on y contmue w let e pretext lor It contmue ,af~r the 

namely, Sir Eyre Coote's residence in Oude, but it was pro- ~I~:~;:l 
tracted from that time till his death; and continued after he g~~~ from 

had returned across the Kurumnasa into the provinces. Not . 
only that, but, while he was serving and engaged in the 
command of an army on the coast of Coromandel-through 
all-this extorted, u~iust and illegal, allowance continued 
to be charged to the Wazir's account. The proof we have Authority 

of it is, that, when Mr. Hastings had it imputed to him in the rre 'd:!~;d 
House of Commons that this so continued to be charged by t~~~:t-, 
his authority J he first doubted; he then has a faint recollec- tgs ~ . 
tion; and, when he looks at the letter which Mr. Croftes r. ro1'te8. 

• PriDted iD the " MiDutes of the Evidence," p. 496. 
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30 MU1791. wrote, saying he wrote by his command, he says-CCI have 
- no doubt that I gave Mr. Croftes authority to write. • 

My Lords, if Mr. Hastings, reading Mr. Croftes letter, 
knowing the use that was to be made of it,because that 
use was charged against him-if Mr. Hastings, with his 
eyes open, and seeing this set forth as the evidence of 
his authority to extort this money from the Wazir, will 
tell us-" I have no doubt of giving Mr. Croftes autho
rity to write," shall we doubt that he gave :Mr. Croftes 
authority to write 1 Shall we doubt, when he goes on to 
justify, in the residue of his Defence, this abominable trans
action, in a. manner which, I am sure, your Lordships will 
read with pain, and to which I am unwilling to advert 1 We 
cannot entertain, upon Mr. Hastings' own confession, the 

Mr. Crort('s smallest -doubt of this transaction. And it carries with it 
~~!~ :;"li. one other pregna.nt fact, which your Lordships will observe, 
r.!.; ~:dtg. namely, ho~ much :Mr. Croftes was in the confidence of Sir 
EyreCoot~~ Eyre Coote and 1\Ir. Hastings.. It carries with it that :Mr. 

Hastings here avows his authority to :Mr. Croftes - his 
authority, in a transaction which he knew to be criminal
a transaction which he knew to involve a breach of public 
faith-a transaction which he knew to involve in it injustice 

Comlpt and extortion. If Mr. Croftes was his confidant in such a 
collusion. 

corrupt transaction, look back to what :Mr. Croftes was,-
the bullock contractor also. Mr. Croftes, upon Mr. Hast
ings' own showing, had 46,OOOl a year, clear profit, whilst 
the Company lost 60,0001. If :Mr. Croftes was confided in 
by Mr. Hastings to order this extorted subsidy from the 
"\Vazir, and for Sir Eyre Coote to receive it, can we hayc 
any doubt of a corrupt connivance and collusion between 
those three persons, in all those other transactions to which 
they were privy and were necessary parties? 

~umJl- t Doesit not induce a suspicion that :Mr. Hastings had, him
~:a~i: self, some hidden benefit or some secret advantage from the 
~:~m88t- enormous and unexampled allowances I have stated to your 
~~.IOW. Lordships on the bullock contract? It does give us, at 

least, a strong ground of suspicio~ and presumption against 
:Mr. Hastings, which, except he can meet and destroy it, must 
naturally and necessarily weigh upon your Lordships' minds 

InjuTY to 
the Com· 
pany from 
extortions 
from the 
Wazir. 

in your judgment. 
I ought to .observe to your Lordships that everything that 

was extorted from the 'Vazir of Oude was, as it were, lost to 
the Company; for the consequence of that was continual 
arrear to the troops; continual arrear in the payment of the 
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subsidY to the Company. It was a country, in fact, governed 30 MAy1791. 

by ~ir. Hasting3, under the name and under the pretence of -
the ,Yazir's authority. . 

The amount of this allowance to Sir Eyre Coote-taking Am'!uut 

it at the rate I have stated, of 1,8001. a month-was ~~E';! by 

12,6281. during the time it was charged upon the Company, Coote. 

and 70,OOOl. during the time it was charged upon the 'Yazir. 
I must take the liberty, before I proceed to the next ~01TUp~on 
• 1 d' L rd h' . th f tl' Infused mto artlc e, to eSlre your 0 s IpS to examlDe e nature 0 us the ~hole 

transaction; to look how big with fatal consequences to the fu~":~~ 
. government and to the interests of the Company; to look at actions. 

the nature and extent of this corruption. 'Vhen we see the 
Council itself infected in this manner-when we see the 
Governor General bribing the Commander in Chief to support 
his ambitious or his avaricious schemes-when we see the mis-
chief seiltedin the Council itselfand originating there-can we 
wonder that the poison is diffused through the whole system? 
Can we wonder that the whole mass should be corrupted 1 
Can we wonder that every vital principle of true govern-
ment should perish and be dissolved? Your Lordships will 
see that this example was breaking down nll the barriers of 
public virtue; it was confounding ranks and distinctions. The 
Mcessnry consequence of it was, to destroy nIl subordination 
Rnd aU authority; because, with such an example before them, 
who waa there in the settlement that would not prey, accord-
ing to his menns and his power, upon those things that were 
next to bim? 'Vho was there that would be restrained 
by fear of punishment, sha~e, or anything but his own con
science and his own innate virtue ?-slender securities, my 
I.ords, when they stand by themselves, and when every 
support to them is taken away and removed. Who is there 
that would)cruple to have either defrauded the Company or 
extorted from their subjects? Nor is this speculation only, 
though it would be a just speculation, and though it would 
be a consequence as necessary from this cause as any that 
we can state. We have the effect to make it good. 

Whenever any servant is accused of peculation-when Recrimin .... 
. .. d h' h d " TU" d tionot ser-any corruption IS lmpute to Im-w at 0 we see r "e 0 vanta ot the 

not see humiliation and punishment; we do not see submis- ~:'r=:? 
sion to authority and promise of amendment; we do not with.cor. 

I 'h h' f h ruptlon. see any ex amp e elt er to repreEs t e corruption 0 t e 
individual or to reform others by his punishment; but we 
see another charge &arr:Unst the Governor. We Bee charge 

VOL. II. G G 
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30 MA.yn91. and recrimination, defence meet defence :-" If I took 
- money in such a way, how did you get your's ?" W.t.have 

been able to b!ing this impeachment to this issue fr(im the . 
. recrimination of corrupt servants against a corrupt .govilrnor. 
It is from thence we havEl sought out that evidence which 
Ilupports. the material parts of our charge. It is from the 
quartels,_a:l)d: disputes of those who were, all alike, equally 
criminal,: who were involved in one common guilt and [corrup
tion], common participators in the plunder of the Company, 
that we have been able to get at some·of them; and, parti
cularly, from the recrimination and the charges brought by 
some of the servants against Mr. Hastings, that we have 
been able to get at the great leader himself. 

~r. ~""t,. . My Lords, this transaction of Sir Eyre Coote, and the 
mgs system h th W . fi f .. . f 
~epresented C arge upon e azrr, orms a sort 0 mlDIature picture 0 
m the trans- th h I l'fi d f M H' W . action of Sir e woe 1 e an government 0 r. astlDgS. e see It 
Eyre Coote. originate in his disobedience, and proceed to extravagant cor-

ruption at the expense of the Company; we then see a total 
disregard of all engagements with tributary and dependent 
princes. Then, to relieve the necessities of the Company, 
which his extravagance had created, we see a sum extorted 
from the Wazir ; and, to crown all, we see Mr. Hastings, at the 
end of the transaction, accusing Sir Eyre Coote, who was the 
cause of this corruption, and the necessary cause of it, who 
is dead and gone, and is not here to answer and recriminate. 
It is assembling together all the crimes in miniature which 
at large are diffused through the whole history of M.r. Hast
ings' life and gov~rnment in India. 

Assertionot My;Lords, I have omitted to state this one observation, 
~~~:the which is material. Having received the orders of the court 
~r~:~~~~~ of Directors condemning this transaction, he says he ordered 
nn •• ooofthe these allowances to be discontinued. To whom did 11e order 
a owanees •• ? H' h d h ili C - G I .It e sent t e or er to t em tary Ommlssary enera, 

who he knew for years before had discontinued to pay. 
He sent no order to the Wazir; for this letter of Mr. Crofts' 
is dated subsequent to these orders to the military Com
missary General. 

It is trifling with his masters, it is insulting your Lord
ships, to urge this as a defence-to say-" I sent an 
order to discontinue the payment to a man who I knew 
was not in the actual payment, and who had ceased to pay 
for a long time before "-and to send back this to the court 

, of Directors as some sort of execution of their order. I do 
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not say that the court of Directors were not very often easily 30 MAy 1791. 

satisfied with a false and illusive execution of their just and' --
necessary orders; but their corruption through the means of 
Indian inBuence is no justification of the servant who _cor,.. 
rupted them. 

My Lords, I now come to the third and great head of this Corrupt 
-'-'1 I h d' . I agencIes. Artic e, name y, to t e corrupt an expenSIve agenCIes. 

hope I shall not alarm your Lordships by saying-" a third 
gfeat head of this Article ;" for, I Batter myself, I shall b~ 
able to be much shorter upon this than upon the others. It M ..... Atnriol's 

Ii h 'd h' f h di ouer, 0 appears rom t e eVI ence tat, lD consequence 0 t e s- s~l!plypro-

tress from want of provisions on the coast, Mr. Auriol made ::t::.~~n 
an application to the Board upon the 7th of December, 1780, rejected. 
to offer to supply rice and other provisions upon a contract. 
The terms of that contract are stated in his proposal, in 
the evidence before you. That offer was rejected, at the 
same time that his proposal to do the same thing by the 
mode of agency was accepted and adopted. 

Mr. Hastings appointed him agent, with a commission of His appoint
fifteen per cent. Mr. Auriol was secretary to the Council :~~tas 
Board at that time. I mention this, only, that your Lord- His position 
sh• k I h h d h . . f as Secretary IpS may now exact y t e c aracter an t e SItuatIOn 0 to the 

'the person on whom the favour was conferred. Mr. Auriol Council. 
proceeds in the execution of this commission; and is first 
met and stopped, in some degree, by a representation from Complail1t 
Bombay that the extravagant price at which the rice was ~~!~: ~~ce 
delivered to them was such as charged them with_ a debt sUPPliedto 
both intolerable and unnecessary. And, if you compare the-Bombay. 
price which that letter from Bombay states either with the 
contract which :Mr. Auriol proposed and which the Council 
rejected, or with the contract which they afterwards adopted 
upon the dissolution of Mr. Auriol's agency, and which con-
tract, as the learned gentlemen said, did not differ very 
materially from Mr. Auriol's, you will find that tlie, loss, 
e\'en in that view of it, was infinite and extravagant. - But 
Mr. Hastings was not contented with appointing Mr. Au:' 
riol agent in the provinces that wanted rice, but he appointed 
him agent for every other Presidency, and all the other pro-
vinces illc1u~ed in them; that by so including them his benefit 
might be augmented. -

I have called to your Lordships' bar a gentleman. whose Extra!~"nt 
situation in India led him to be perfectly conversant with ~~i::~e'r~~n 
this subject, whose extensive dealings in commerce, and Mr. Aunol. 
who~e character and reputation in those dealings, will intitle 

GG2 
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80 M~1791. him to your Lor!'!ships' highest respect and fullest credit. 
I have called this gentleman, to show your Lordships what 
was the usual rate of mercantile commission. He has stated 
that to be five per cent. upon all purchases. :Mr. Auriol's 
commission was not only charged upon the purchase of the 
commodity, but it was charged upon the freight; it was 
charged upon the transportation to the ship; it was charged 
upon all the possible expenses of package and servants, and 
on everything which the ingenllityof man could devise, to 
swell the amount of the price upon which Mr. Auriol was 
intitled to charge fifteen per cent. I do not dwell now upon 
the improvidence of conducting a great public transaction of 
this sort by a commission, but, if it had been a commission 
for the purchase, the price of the grain w~uld, in some sort, 
have spoken for itself; but, when it was a commission upon 
aU incidental charges which might arise or be created out of 
it, your Lordships will feel how much it put it in th~s 
power to increase the expense of .the Company for. his own 
benefit. , 

Mr. Brodie told your Lordships that the five per cent. was 
charged on purchases only. Therefore I assume that all 
the commission which was charged upon freight-upon 
expenses-was an unnecessary and extravagant charge. I 
add to that, that all that waS allowed to Mr. Auriol, above 
five per cent. upon the purchases, was likewise an extravagant 
and unnecessary charge. 

Loss to the I will state to your Lordships what I conceive to be 
fh':'i;':.'"C:Y the loss of the Company upon this transaction. In the 

first instance, the overpayment to Mr. Auriol is in its 
amount 34,396l; and it is thus made up-of 18,0001., 
being the commission on· freight and charges, and the 
remainder being the difference between five per cent. and 

~ffic'!ltyof fifteen. The evidence upon this subject, in the nature of 
:~~!1~ the transaction, has gone into considerable length, and I 
dence. have no other title to take merit with your Lordships, in any 

part of this business, except that I have very much endea
voured to shorten it; that I have not only endeavoured to 
shorten it in' general, but upon this business have been par
ticularly careful so to do. And I need only tell your Lord~ 
ships that" when we parted last, I had very considerable 
apprehension, because I knew.that the result of these sums 
I stated was contained in 282 separate invoices, which we 
have been under the necessity of examining and digesting. in 
such a manner as to have been able to offer them to your 
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Lordships, had the Counsel on the other side persevered in 30 )UY179I. 

that objection which they took on Friday for the purpose -
of delay.-

My Lords, there is one other striking and singular circum- It!,trodfuC-
• h' hih k' . II lononew stance 1D t 18 agency w c mar s It out more partIcu ar y principle of 

for your Lordships' attention, . which is, that it introduces a IWcount. 

new system and principle of account. My Lords, the agent The agent to 

upon this subject was to account to the Company, not by =:llt 
producing his vouchers-not by showing what he actually honour. 

had paid for the purchases, or what charges had incidentally 
• accrued therein-but he wa.~ to account to the Company upon 
honour. How this could creep into the ~onduct of the 
accounts of a great mercantile company I know not. 'I 
should think it equally absurd in the conduct of the public. 
revenue of a great sovereign. But, for whatever purpose it 
was introduced, or by whatever means adopted, Mr. Auriol 
had this singular advantage in the conduct of this business, 
tllat he was to account upon honour. My Lords, I hardly Introduced 

know in what manner to state this to you. I hardly know ~':,'"8!ho"lur
how to state 1\ proposition, in itself at once so absurd and so fraud. 

ridiculous. It could be introduced only for the purpose of 
fraud and deception. How would one receive a proposal 
from any man, who was to account either to the public or to 
nn individual, when he was to come to him-" there are my 
nccounts; here are my vouchers; but my privilege is to 
destroy my vouchers, and you shall have my honour for their 
substitute,"-any more than you would have received a man 
who, introposing to deal with you in any business, should 
say-" will do it for you, and charge my commission upon 
my expenses; but remember, I ask and contract for it, as an 
advantage, that I shaH not give my vouchers of my expenses 
-not give the proof of my accounts; but you shall have 
my honour for it as a substitute ?" In that case, I fear we 
should think that his honour there was to be a substitute for 
his honesty. 

• The allusion in the speech is explained by the following entry in the 
.. Minutet of the Evidence," nnder the date of Friday, the 27th of May, 1791, 
p. 1451 :-" The Managers for the Commons informed, the House they should 
now close the evidence on this Article by again calling Mr. Wright, the 
Accountant General to the India Company, to give in evidence the totals of 
the respective 108888 to the Company npon the several articles of the accounts, 
as they appear on the books of the Company, under the different subjects 
included in the Article of charge. The Counsel for the defendant objected thai 
the amount of these losses ·could not be taken from the inferences of the 
Accountant Gen~, bnt must be .proyed to the House by producwg the books 
themselves containing the respective accounts." 
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301dAY1791. I speak here, at least, with confidence, for I am speakin .... 
before your Lordships; whose breasts I may state to be th~ 
pure. undefiled sanctuary of honour-and honour on which, 
with confidence, the public and the people rely, as equal to 
the most solemn appeal to the God of truth himself. But, 
·my Lords, when I state this to you, I state it to you that 
you may feel with indignation the prostitution of the term 
to purposes sabase and vile as that to which, in'1his agency, 
the term honour has been applied by these gentlemen. 

:My Lords, applying the term of honour to elude the dis
covery of truth is in the nature, and necessarily in the· 
'nature, of a transaction which we find shrinks from inquiry 
and avoids investigation: it is in the nature of it thatthere 

Reduction 
01 the, 
Ilf'IlllCY 
oTdered by 
the Direc
tors. 

. s}lOuld be some seeret, some hidden, some unjustifiable and 
some unavowable, benefit. That is in the nature of the 
transaction; and, if we examine the progress and the opera
tion of it, I think! shall satisfy you that it was in the tran-
saction itself. -

My Lords,· a little while after this had been granted, the 
.court of Directors order the agency to be reduced. It was 
reduced, in part, upon the 'charges; but) after all,they con
tinue in condemning the rate 'of it. At the end of this 
transaction we have Mr. Auriol's letter and the recital of that 
letter to the court of 'Directors, in which Mr. Hastings has 
told us, what Mr. Auriol first told him, for that is the 

Offer of better evidenee :-he says "The court of Directors have 
i'!"~x!c~t'!l disapproved of the terms of my agency. I am sorry for it ; 
tbotalf"toucYI but such is my zeal for the public ser~ice, such my regard 
gra Ul WI y. L" h bl" h d' h' lor t e pu 1C mterest, suc my eSIre to save t e proVince 

of Madras from famine, that I am ready to continue in the 
supply of it """:"'upon what terms? Why, gratuitously! 

At~p¥ This fifteen per cent. these gentlemen maintain to be a 
~ft~~c:;:::~ just and lawful commission, because the agency was attended 
fh'~fno~ with risk. What risk?-risk to the Company, not to the 
risk~eao agent. Was the rice lost, damaged or spoiled, who was the 

sufferer ?-the Company. Was any expense occasiOl~ed by 
capture of ships or anything else, it was all expense to the 
Company, none to the agent. 

Charge of Then they meet us wit.h a charge of interest; they charge 
~'t:.::~n interest upon advances. We have the evidence of the 

Government itself that, whenever Mr. Auriol was in advance, 
especially after the reduction of the allowanees upon the 
charges, the current interest of Calcutta was allowed to him. 
We have a. letter from Mr. Auriol himself", upon your evi': 
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dence of Friday, in which he states that he continued to 80 MU1791. 

charge, not fifteen, but twenty-five per cent. upon all pur- -
chases, and five per cent. upon freights. after the reduction. 
I do not know how to account for this; because that evidencp., 
undoubtedly,· came out stronger than I expected, and, when 
I looked for fifteen, I was as much surprised to find the 
charge of twenty-five as the learned gentleman. 

But Mr. Auriol says he will continue to supply the Com- Conditi,!nof 
. I B h' h d" h th accountmg pany gratUItous y. ut w at 18 t e con Ibon t a e annexes upon honour 

to his gratuitous offer? He annexes the original condition :~:~~e.:! ~ 
of accounting upon honour. Now, when I see a man who ~~:t.'f;" 
has been justifying a commission of fifteen per cent.-three 
times the usual commission given to merchants, and charged 
upon thinO's upon which merchants never thought of charging 
it-when I see him justifying this as but a proper compens-
ation for his trouble and expense-·when I see him. all at 
once, abandon the commission, and say-" I have made 
enough of tbis commission. .Do let me continue to supply 
you gratuitously,"-thathe adds a condition to account upon 
honour; adding too-" or such other obligation as you 
may choose to impose "-but he knew too well with whom 
he was dealing to fear any other obligation than that of 
accounting upon honour ; ~that he says-" Let me account 
upon honour, and I will supply you for nothing ;"-as well 
he might i because we know when a man shall destroy his 
vouchers, and account upon his own assertion, his profit is 
in his own hands i-then that very circumstance of the offer 
of gratuitous snpply induces a strong suspicion of the justice 
and truth of his former accounts. 

The Accountant General himself, Mr. Larkins, of whose Audit of the 

name, of whose qualities and whose character. you have had ~~~~~s. 
sufficient proof before you-Mr. Larkins seems to ridicule 
the transaction. He states, in the grave and formal style of 
irony, when he is passing an audit of this gentleman's ac
counts-" I have cast up the additions; I have calculated 
his calculations; I find them right. I have passed the 
account, because the agent is upon honour:' 1\ly Lords, one 
should think that was done almost for the purpose of expos-
ing the transaction, and exciting the condemnation and 
resentment of the court of Directors. 

I hav~ alreaddy1stamted nIto Ytak0ur Lth0~dships the !oss upobn this ~':: 
transaction, au W 0 Y e IS opporturuty to 0 serve vagance. 
that it is no inconsiderable aggravation of the extravagance ~;: :rst
upon this article that it was for the supply of a province t::~~ce. 
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30M!:.I791.labouring under the pressure of a famine. And, so far from 
the urgency and wants of Madras being. a justification, it 
is an a1!gravation, for they wanted not only rice but money; 
and if, in order to remunerate 1\:1r. Auriol, they exhausted the 
treasury, it was so much the more aggravated. Instead of 
that, an established, an open competition, was the best 
chance for the supply of the market where rice bore an 
unusual price, and where every private individual might seek 
for his advantage. On the contrary, they destroy the compe
tition. They create a monopoly for the benefit of Mr. Ariol ; 
that he may purchase cheap in Calcutta for himself, whatever 
he may be disposed to charge them. Instead of giving a 
bounty upon importation, when competition may be encour· 
'aged and supported, they take a monopoly to themselves, and 
deprive themselves, in part, of the means of purcbasing that 
rice; and they avail themselves of the melancholy condition 
of the famine, in another settlement,helonging to the same 
nation, in order thereby to seize it as an happy and a good 
opportunity to create a great job for the benefit of one of 

Formation 
oedepOt of 
provisions 
10 Fort 
Willilml. 

their dependants. 
I shaH now proceed .to the last article. And here, my 

Lords, I have to state to you that this transaction took place 
in November, 1776. Mr. Hastings then proposed that there 
should be a depot of provisions sccured in the garrison of 
Fort William, to provide against the casual event of a siege 

Judged un· or a surprise by an enemy. The chance of that danger. the 
~'::"c~~e~ prospect of that attack, I do not wish to dwell upon, becaul!e 
mg. my authority would, on the subject, be but light; but 

General Clavering, the Commander-in-Chief of India, who 
was as much responsible for the safe preservation o( the 
province and the defence of the garrison. though Mr. Hast
ings had the nominal government-he who. at least, was as 
much responsible, in his person, in his character as an officer, 
for the defence of the provinces, judged the thing utterly 
unnecessary. But Mr. Hastings and the Council, whether 
more alarmed or more provident than General Clavering 
I know not, determined on the appointment. 

Appoinr In the Council, when the terms of the appointment came 
:S~~\ ~orthe to be debated, the amount of the allowance was a subject of 
dTepot. t much discussion; and an accommodation was taken at the 

erm80 • h b h 
allowance Council Board, were y t ey agreed to refer the state of 
~~r,;e:: the case to three eminent merchants in Calcutta, and take 
chants. their opinion upon what ought to be the allowance. The 

agent for this depot was not only to keep it up. but he was. 
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in consideration. of his allowances, to supply· those of the 30MA.Y1791. 

provisions that wasted or corrupted. It was rather more of 
a contract than an agency, properly speaking. He was to 
have a certain allowance, to eoable him to keep up, at ~ll 
times, a constnnt and even supply of good provision8, taking 
away the bad and substituting good for them at his own.. 
expense"in consideration of the allowance. This was stated Theirrecom_ 

,. • •• • mendatiOIl to three merchants, for their oplDlOn, from the CouncIl. The 0120 pet" 

merchants' answer was, that for wastage, decay, &c., and ;si::n
the change of store8, twelve per cent. was sufficient; as com
mission for his trouble, five per cent.-here agaio, I have 
another testimony to the fact I advanced in the last article-
for servants and expenses, three per cent.; making in all 
t.wenty per cent. per amlUm to be charged upon the prime 
cost of the stores in that garrison. 

This answer from the merchants, of whom Mr. Crortes was Thirty pet". 

one, who was not likely to be very hostile to Mr. Hastings' :;,e::~d:'~':
friend or very adverse to his wishes-yet even he, in ~~ast. 
his capacity as a merchant, could not but subscrib~ 
to ~he opinions of the other two-Mr. Hastings no sooner 
receives, but he proposes thirty per cent., instead of 
twenty, for the agent. If I was to rest this accusation 
here, that, having agreed to take the opinion of proper 
persons, and received in answer that twenty per cent. would 
be a proper allowance, and at which they would undertake 
it, Mr. Hastings immediately, in the face of that esti-
mate, raises the allowance to thirty per cent., I should 
say this is evidence, of itself, both of extravagance' and 
corruption. . 

But, my Lords, I have, independent of that, some few 
more circumstances to induce your Lordships to agree with 
me in that. I do not go into the calculation, which General 
Clavering's minute sets forth, of the other profits he might 
make in the article; I do not enter into these calculations, 
because, possibly, they may have been taken into the 
merchants' estimate. But I will just stop for a moment to 
entreat your Lordships to read with attention-I need not 
add, I am sure, with diligence-these minutes in Council, Minutes In 

th d· J!C • h' h I h had h Couucil ill upon ese Illerent transactIons, upon w IC ave t e OP~osition 
honour to address your Lorwhips to-day; for in them you ~ r. Hast
will find, not only the best and the ablest arguments-
infinitely superior to any that my poor abilities can furnish 
me with, to offer to· your Lordships-but you will find in 
all the greatest spirit of integrity and obedience to tbe 
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ao MA.Y179korders of the Dlrectors-I mean in all these minutes which 
are in opposition to those corrupt projects of Mr. Hastings. 
You will find them, not only the ablest specimens of political 
wisdom, but specimens of integrity, duty and obedience. 
General Clavering's minute I peculiarly recommend upon 
this occasion. 

~PH ... \?t But Mr. Hastings, at the same time, to cover and di~ 
in~ t::t his minish a little the odium of this extravagant transaction, 
pnvate 
secretarn; says-
~~l:";p .. I will undertake that Mr. Belli shall keep the accounts; and, if the 
the ~ Company shall disapprove of the amount of his profit, I will undertake 
roun. that he shall refund it." . 

My Lords, Mr. Belli was private secretary to that unfor
tunate gentleman. When he undertakes that his private 
secretary shall keep these accounts, and if the amount be 
too large, upon inspection by the Company, that he shall 
refund the money, it is rather too near a connection to 
be quite free . from some circumstances of suspicion, even 
against the principal. 

~u~i'ffi' But, my Lords, at last we have the satisfaction to show 
~~nt.t~ S you these accounts in evidence. When the court of Direc

tors did condemn the amount, and did order the agent to 
refund, or, in default of the agent, Mr. Hastings, his 
employer and perhaps his partner, these accounts are after
wards produced to the Council Board - account:! made 
by Mr. Belli to be inspected by Mr. Hastings-fabricated 
accounts, perhaps, they may appear to be, and, perhaps, 
there would be just suspicion to think them so, but, at all 
events, they were accounts produced to show that the 
Directors were wrong, and that Mr. Belli had not made too 
much. 

Charge of There were several accounts produced at· this time and 
!~=~~r several calculations, but there is one fact that it is material 

your Lordships should observe, in the accounts before you; 
it is this, that in one article there is a charge of 10,000/. for 
"sundries "-lO,OOOl. laid out in articles too minute to admit 
of detail. That fact I leave there, because that is the 
greatest charge, almost, in the whole transaction. But it 
appears upon this account, which is for two yell.rs and nine 

N-et pro6t to months, that the net profit which, upon his own showing, 
!~t""""unt- Mr. Belli made out to have resulted to himself-the net 

profit of two years and nine months_is prech;ely equal to hi:! 
gross allowances for two years. Therefore the consequence 
ufthat is, that the' expenses of two 'years and nine months 
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were borne by the allowances of nine month!!. Upon that 30 MAY 1791 

alone your Lordships will he able to form some opinion of 
the extent and extravagance of the transaction. 

But he states, in another part of this account, what has Profit on the 

been his actual expense by the changing of these stores; ~'"=~ 
what he has lost by selling the bad stores and substituting forw.:::

on 

good ones. Upon that account, in the course of two years stores. 
and nine months, his loss is 4,000/. The whole loss upon 
the business of the transaction, upon wastage, decay, and 
change of bad stores for good of equal quantities, was 4,000l. 
upon his own showing. Now, had he received the allowance 
according to the proposal of the merchants - they had 
affixed twelve per cent. per annum upon his purchases-
this, and the amount of twelve per cent. per annum upon the 
original purchases, would have been 10, 700/. Upon their own 
showing, the actual loss incurred in the change of stores was 
4,000L and, if he had taken the merchants' allowance of 
twenty per cent., of which twelve was appropriated to 
that article, he would, upon .that one article alone, which 
Mr.- Hastings states to be the difficult and heavy article of 
that agency, he would upon that alone, in two years nine 
months, have made 6,700l. net profit. I state this, both to 
justify the merchants' estimate, and to show your Lordships 
that, when you compare that with the detail of the minutes, 
and all the arguments Mr. Haatings uses in justification of 
this transaction, you may see to what trivial, what unworthy,_ 
pretences and subterfuges they are driven, to justify this 
article of extravagance and corruption. 

My Lords, I have only to observe to you that, this agency Pro~ of . 
having continued for a certain time, Mr. Hastings proposed ~r~!:~gs 
to convert it into a contract at the same terms. This to the l~h~ agency 
C d b dl . diffi J" h . n oaconompany was un ou te y lD erent, as lar as t ell" expense -tract. 

went i but to the contract.or how different was it! Because The same 

Mr. Hastings converted it into a contract, not by adver- =:ed to 

tieing for proposals to have it done as cheaply as po~ible'~~:~for 
but for the same terms, and. secured the benefit to the liveyears. 

contractor for five years to come!· This was converted into 
a contract upon the same day that the bullock contract was 
signed. The memorable 9th of August, 1779, saw both 
these black transactions. It waS converted into a contract 
under circumstances, too, of peculiar suspicion-namely, EIpeCtatiol.l 
that, about that time, the Parliamentary government of ~~~ of his 

bdia, of which Mr. Hastings was the head, was about to.be 
dissolved. Mr. Hastings knew nothing of the continuance 
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30 M~1791. or his authority by subsequent Acts of Parliament. He 
knew his own iniquity. He knew his own extravagance. 
He knew his own corrupt and prodigal application of the 
public money; and he argued justly from it-" this has 
been. seen in Europe; this has been known to my country, 

. to the Directors, to the Parliament and to the public. 
My government is over; my day is gone. What shall I do? 
Why, entail upon my masters as long as possible the curses 
of my government; entail upon them as long as possible all 
that extravagance which I have practised while present; 

~is p~e secure to my successors all the dift, .uty of providing for my 
hi.se~~ expenses. I shall leave the gove~ment burthened with 
ti!!~ diJlicul· heavy contracts, with umiecessary and incredible expenses; 

I shall leave them aU the difficulties or supplying an ex
hausted treasury, all the difficulty of restoring a depreciated 
credit j I shall leave them to eat in sorrow that bitter bread 
I have sown for them. I shall leave them to bear aU the' 
weight and aU the burden of my crimes. while I shall leave 

~~ his my dependants to insult. to triumph in their situation.! 
adherents. shall leave my dependants enjoying the blessings which I 

have created for them." And, if gratitude can be expected 
where men are acting together only upon ,corrupt principles, 
Mr~ Hastings might look forwards to some participation of 
these corrupt and extravagant enjoyments and. allowances 
which he had created for his dependants in India. 

Th~ I do not state this to you merely as my argument and 
motIVes • I.' fi h' b" d M H t' ch .. ~. lUJerence rom t 1S su ~ect; It was state to r. as rugs 
::ft~:t him in Council. Mr. Francis had put it to him in strong and 
Board, powerful language ; aDd Mr. }'rancis had declared that. if he 

succeeded him, he would endeavour to shake and to overturn, 
if he could-though he feared he could not-these corrupt 
transactions. Mr. Hastings says, 

MI'. Hast- "I answer to Mr. Francis' insinuations,"-
ings'auswer. 

They were indeed no insinuations, but direct criminal 
charges-

"tha.t it is natural enough for the agent to wish to secure himself' 
before the expiration of the present government. I avow the fact as to 
myself, as well as to the agent." 

He avows his intention of securing the agent in the 
enjoyment and possession of these advantages. He goes on-

"When 1 see a systematic opposition to every measure proposed by 
me for the service of the public, by which an individual may eventually 
benetit"-
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Translate that, it is-" When I see honest and able men 30 )ln179L 

nnite to oppose every corrupt transaction which I am doing -
for the benefit of a favourite individual,"-

"I cannot hesitate a moment to declare it to be my firm belief that, 
should the govemment of this country be placed in the hands of 
the present minority, they would seek the ruin of every man con
nected with me; it is, therefore, only an a..>t of common justice in 
me to wish to secure them as far as I legally can from the act of future 
oppression."· . 

"To ruin every man connected with him "-if he calls it !rI1'.!fast
ruin-it would have been their duty to have overset these ~~o:~at 
corrupt and extravagant allowances; it would have been e~~'::id 
their duty to have endeavoured to defeat those unreasonable ~~t~'1; his 

and intolerable contracts. To the agency they would have ~p~~nent8 
put an end; that he knew; because an agency must be in ~unciJ. 
its terms and nature indefinite: but to a contract he knew 
hie friend would have the security of Jaw on his side, and he 
knew that, under the Government which he thought was to 
succeed to him, the law would have its due weight and full 
effect. 

Under these circumstances, he converted this agency of 
Mr. Croftes into a contract. Under these circumstances, he 
created the agency of Mr. Belli into a contract for five years. 
Under these circumstances, at the same time, he created the 
bullock contract for five years, having previously dissolved 
the old one, which existed upon moderate. terms. Under 
these circumstances and with this view-though at a later 
period, because the continuance of the government was sus
pended only from year to year, for the two years following, 
both in 1780 and li81-he may have had the same motive 
for the length of time which he gave the opium contract, 
and for other things of the like nature. But your Lord- Compared 

ships see him here determining to adopt and act the to thr:~
part of the faithless steward in the Gospel. He is there e88 S • 

collecting those who were to account with· the Com-
pany. He .says-" Take any allowance you please, only let 
me secure It for a long term of enjoyment to you." He 
might, perhaps, rely upon their ability and their gratitude, 
that, when he had returned to England, some part of those 
favours and those profits which he had thus secure to them 
might, possibly, nltimately revert to himself. 

• Extract of a Consultation of the 4th October, 1779.-Printed in the 
"lIinlitel of the Evidence," p. l4i7. 
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.30 Mn1791. My Lords, it is with extreme satisfaction I have the honour 
to inform you that I have now finished the details of this 

J!.ooapitul&o evidence; and I only now propose to recapitulate to you 
tion. the sums which I conceive to have been the total loss to the 
Losstothe Company upon the subject. I think I made out. to your 
!i:':J:,~~~on ,Lordships that, under the artiplc of opium, between the 
contract. profits which Mr. Benn received from Mr. Young and those 

whi~h he received from the other part which was not in
cluded in that sale, the loss to the Company was 76,000l 

On the trade The smuggling expedition, in the way in which they are 
to China. pleased to calculate it-for I give them even the advantage 
On the of their own calculations upon this sub;ect-was 52,5551. 
bullock Upon the bullock contract the loss :wa:3 260,263l 
~:::""~ Upon Sir Eyre Coote's [allowances], between the Com. 
Coot~r. yre pany and the Wazir, the expense and loss were 83,314l. 
allowances. U ".f' A . l' all . h' d' fi fi On Mr. Au- pon .In.r. urlO s agency, owmg lID ere It or ve 
riol'sagency. pei' cent. upon his purchases, the rate at which merchants 

iWould have done it, the loss was 34!,396l. 
On 1IIr. Jlel- Upon Mr. Belli's agency the loss, allowing him twenty 
Ii's agency. per cent., which t.he merchants fixed for him, the difference 

'between that and the thirty per cellt. which was charged 8 

34,4321., during the term which he, enjoyed the agency and 
contract. 

Totalloss. The total of these sums, my Lords, is 541,0961.! I have 
These !ft"es collected these sums to a total, for the purpose of desiring 
~:~~'ior.y your Lordships a little to advert to that with which I set 
tionsfrom h h M H . , 
n .. ~ive ()ut to s ow you- ow r. astlDgs extravagance was 
pnuces, &c. calculated to meet his extraordinary and unjust resources. 

And you will recollect all the evidence and all the history, 
which I shall neither attempt to repeat nor dilate upon ;-the 
expedition to Oude and all the transactions that belong to it, 
when the Princesse.s were plundered by their son and grand
son. You will recollect that it results from that evidence, 
I think, that the Government got only a sum of fifty lacs of 
rupees, or about 500,0001. sterling. With all that monstrous 
mass of iniquity, I show you now in these five-and if we 
could go into all the loss of oJl the different contra.cts and 
extravagant pensions, I should show your Lordships ten 
times as much-in thesc five instances, he lost all to the 
Company that he got by the plunder of the Princesses of 
Oude. I have shown your Lordships that all that he got, or 
proposed to get., in defence of the treaty, by his subsidy from 
Cheyt Sing, was 55,OOOl. I have shown you that that was 
at once diverted into the channel of the bullock contract-
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that bullock contract, formed and created at the time when 30 MAY 1791. 

Mr. Hastings thougbt he was about to leave India, and he -
should either leave his successor the difficulty of providing 
for this extravagant contract, without any means of provision 
for the same, or the odious necessity of justifying Mr. Hast-
ings' example by continuing an unjust and extorted subsidy 
from the Raja of Benares. 

I have collected these snms, and stated them on that point Fa\sepre

of comparison 'in which I peculiarly wish your Lordships to ~b'i" of • 

look at them, because it is essential, both to our cause and to !'t'"S!i~~~ 
the cause of public virtue and justice, that a man shall not t~~~~~y. 
avail himself of a false pretence of public necessity to justify 
those acts of tyranny and oppression, when, not only has he 
bimself been the author of that necessity, been the cause of 
that wallt, by his own corrupt and extravagant management, 
but that expense has been wholly and totally diverted to 
purposes of corruption merely. 

The Commons have now shown to your Lordships, through 
the different Articles of this accusation, the complete pict.ure 
of Mr. Hastings' government. But it was not till we had 
an opportunity of giving you the evidence upon this Article, 
that we could state the piece to be at all finished. It was 
not till now that the principal and striking figures assumed 
their proper colour, stood in their proper place, or appeared 
in. their just proportions. It is now, my Lords, that the 
Commons think they have made out for you a whole. It 
is, therefore, in this present moment that they feel full Omission or 

confidence they have shown you the greater portion, if not ~rli.~l':!.~~e 
all, of the crimes which they have imputed to Mr. Eastings ; charge. 

because they have determined rather to seek the end of sub- . 
etantial and speedy justice-to look to the redress of wrongs 
and to obtaining that great example which may possibly 
effectuate some reformation in India; they have determined, 
in doing that, not to incur the hazard of losing their ends by 
being over curious and over anxious to provide the means 
of it. . 

My Lords, we have brought before you, in ihe two first Proofs est ... 

Articles, marks enough of the injustice, of the public want ~~~~yO!nd 
, of faith, of the oppression, of the tyranny, of Mr. Hast- corruption. 

ings. In the two Articles which were offered in the two 
last years, we have given you the proofs of Mr. Hastings' 
personal corruption; we -have given you the proofs 
of the money which he has 'taken for himself; we -have 
shown your. Lordships that, amidst most of these acts of 
violence and power, his own rapacity was the stimulating 
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:IOlIAY179L and urgell:t cause; aud, in the latlt Article, wllich I have had 
- the honour to show to your Lordships to-day, we have, 

first, met his defence; and we have next shown, that one 
great object of his gO"ernment was to secure to himself a. 
party both in India and at home; was to secure to himself 
means to fortify himself against the law and against the 
authority of his masters; it was to secure to llimself the 
quiet, unmolested, uninterrupted, enjoyment 9f that wealth 
which he had gotten by such foul practices. 

My Lords, the Commons have had great difficulty and great 
embarrassments in this prOf!ecution; and it is with some 
triumph-if we may be allowed to indulge any triumph in 
the subject-that we see it now drawing to a close-at 
least our part of it drawing to 'a close; when we shall 
have the hopes of obtaining the· judgment and sentence of 
your Lordships to confirm and justify our exertions, and to 
complete and fulfil that great object which we have had in 
view, of endeavouring by this prosecution to secure a better 
government, to secure some peace, some prosperity, some 
happiness, to the unfortunate natives of India; and 1:0 
endeavour, too, to secure the public virtue of this country 
against the consequences of this enormous and overbearing 
corruption. It is in full confidence in the integrity, in the 
wisdom, in the diligence, and in the zeal of your Lordships 
for public justice, that we leave this cause in your hands. R::on:: My Lords, we have no apprehension that either the hope of 

rnft';:ce Mr. Hastings may be realised, or the insinuations of some 
:!':J::fihe persons even in this country-insinuations not new in this m=:.y country-may be justified. Nihil tam sanctum quod non 

violari, nihil tam munitum quod non expugnari, pecunia possit. 
My Lords, we know that the pure spirit of British justice, 
dwellinO' in your breasts as its sanctuary, i3 inviolable by 
Indian "wealth. We know that the independency, the 
honour and the justice, of this tribunal are neither to- be 
invaded by power or wealth.,nor undermined by influence; 
and' we know that, when we leave this great charge, thus 
supported by evidence, thus supported by argument-as 
we think it is-in your Lordships' hands, we leave you an 
opportunity of justifying the opinion which all countries, 
and which, I trust, above all, all persons of this country, 
have of the blessings of our present form of government 
and constitution. 

We shall have shown to the people of this C<!untry that 
we have intitled ourselves to their confidence; that their 
representatives, acting on their behalf, have not shrunk from 
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the difficulty of this prosecution; that we have not shrunk 80 MAY 1791. 

from the obloquy that has attended it. We shall have -
shown ourselves vigilant asse17ters of their interests. For 
their interest they are to repress publjc peculation and public 
corruption. My Lords, it is no less their interest to watch 

. over and protect those distant provinces, who have no other 
protection but the vigour, the spirit, the energies and the 
virtues, of the people of England. My Lords, we shall have 
done onr part, in bringing this prosecution; and I have no 
donbt that your Lordships will do your part. You will 
confirm the admiration and respect-you will confirm the 
veneration and submission~which all persons in this 
country must feel for your Lordships' tribunal. It is with 
you, my Lords, now to discharge your duty in judging upon 
,this case with as much zeal, as much diligence, as we have 
shown in the prosecution of it; and, with the fullest con
fidence, we rely upon the justice and propriety of your_ 
Lordships' sentence. It is with this, my Lords, the Commons 
close their charge. 

VOl .. lL Hll 



482 . Addreu of Mr. Ha.tings. 

·ADDRESS OF WARREN -HASTINGS, ESQ., IN HIS 
DEFENCE UPON THE _ SEVERAL ARTICLES -OF 
THE CHARGE; 2d JUNE, 1791. 

UUNE1791. My LORDs,-The indisposition under which I laboured 
Ap~logy for whIm I last appeared at your Lordships' bar has not yet left 
t:~1~1~. me, and I am, in consequence of it;still.so hoarse that I fear I 

shall Iiot .be distinctly heard. J say not this to move compas
sion, but sincerely to apologise to your Lordships for the 
many defects which will be found both in this address, and 
in the mode in which I have chosen to deliver it. 

My Lords, I am no orator, nor am I ambitious of [being 
thoughtlone. I knew that I should be embarrassed in 
speaking before so august an assembly, and I feared I should 
be oppressed by the immensity of the matter which belongs 
to the subject upon which I am to address your Lordships. 
Instead, therefore, of trusting to the promptness of my 
recollection for the apt selection of those points which it 

Delivered would best become me to submit to your Lordships, I com
~itlng. mitted them as they occurred to paper, and I now beg your 

Lordships' permission to read them from the notes, which I 
have brought with me; requesting only that your Lordships, 
in alleviation of any defects which will still be found, even in 
this mode of address, will be pleased to remember that I 
have only had two complete days to prepare it; that it has 
relation to all the acts of a long official life, and to a trial 
which, in the extent of its duration and in the bulk of its 
proceedings, has nothing parallel to it in the history of this 
or any -other nation. 

Disappoint. How painfully soever I may feel my disappointment in 
l::,!~~ ill not not being able to bring my defence before your Lordships 
~~~:~1sto during the continuance of the present session, I nevertheless 
defence. believe it to have been an indulgence which your Lordships 

would, if you could, have granted, but which it was not in 
your power to grant, without such a sacrifice as an individual, 
supported even by the call of justice, in a trial which is 
become of such magnitude and consequence as to attract 
the attention and alarm the interest of thousands, could 
not expect. And I do, therefore, with the most patient 
and respectful submission, bow to your determination. I am 
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thankful for your allowance of this one day in addition l! .1tr:n 1791. 

to the present session. I hope in such a manner to avail 
myselC of it as to compensate to your Lordships, no. less 
than to myself, for the trouble of' thi~ short attendance; 
and to induce your Lordships to put an end speedily and 
for ever to my long and unexampled prosecution. 

It was not my intention, had your Lordships complied ~mpoos}" 
with the prayer of my petition, to bring a laboured defence ":n:fu~~ 
be~ I"ed II·· th .A. I f defence to lore you, app 1 to every a egatlon 10 e rtic es 0 all the 

the prosecution; neither could I hope that your Lordships:",,;:, of 

would endure the time which would be required for it. Nor 
could I, if I would, produce all the evidence which would 
be necessary for such a mode of defence. Of thirty-four IfP~on 
gentlemen who composed the list of witnesses, whom I had 0 WI esse&. 

originally selected for examination to the different and suc-
cessive allegations of the charge, Bome are dead, some 
returned to their service in India, others, after an annual 
but fruitless and· disheartening attendance, dispersed in un· 
known parts of these kingdoms, or, for aught that I can tell, 
in the remoter regions of Europe. Those whose attendance 
I could engage are very few in number-chiefly gentlemen 
connected with me by the hal>its of familiar intercourse; 
and their testimony, for that reason, liable to be depreciated 
by the licence which the Managers have assumed with the 
characters of those, even of their own witnesses, whose evi-
dence has not answered their expectation of it. These, 
though competent to speak in my behalf in matters of com
paratively less importance, may be unacqnainted with the 
greater points in my defence. My evidence, however 
selected, could not be 80 complete as it might have been, upon 
some points, because those from whom stronger testimony 
might have been delivered are no longer within my reach.. 

In such circumstances, would your Lordships admit it as DiBadvan-. 

an excuse for insufficient evidence that I should have had better t'f:: his 

to produce had my trial been brought within the compass of =~ot 
a reasonab!e time from its ~mmencement ? Would i~ have :fo':,.P1"08eCll· 
been permItted to me, for lDstance, to produce the mlDutes 
taken by my Counsel and solicitor, though attested by them 
upon oath, of the examination of the late Lieutenant Colonel 
Eaton to a series of acts committed under his immediate 
notice, and all proving incontestibly the disaffection of Cheyt 
Sing. and a determinate plan to erect his independence 
on our external and growing difficulties? Yet I have no 

HH2 
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2 JUNB 179~. other so strong to offer to these points, in corroboration of 
- that of which your Lordships are already in possession. And 

of this I am deprived, not by any neglect or other cause 
whicn could be imputed to me, but only by the effect of that 
unparalleled injury which I have suffered, by the extension of 
a crimimil trial beyond the chances of duration in human 
life. This disadvantage, which every past year has aug· 
men ted, every coming year will continue to augment; if it 
has not already attained that point at which any evidence 
which I could call would be ineffectual to the real uses of it. 

Its infillence Nor is it of the insufficiency of afly future evidence only 
~:e~~!f.1'()o that I complain. Even of the past I may express my fear 

that much must be obliterated, and the whole rendered obscure, 
from the various lapses of time since it was delivered, and 
from the impossibility of distinguishing accurately between 
the remembrance of proofs and the remembrance of mere 

Cllangesin allegations. Every year. ·has taken away from me some of 
r:,~~~~~.Of my judges. New ones have succeeded, some by creation, 

some by inheritance, and others by election. None of your 
Lordships will suppose I can mean any disrespect, when I 
observe that these cannot be supposed to possess, or be 
capable of attaining, the same knowledge of the past pro-. 
eeedings as those who have attended to them from the 
beginning. And every obstruction to that knowledge is an 
injury to my cause, if mine is, as I assert it to be, the cause 
of truth. 

Un<,:"rtainty With so many examples of the uncertainty of human life, 
of hIs own hId' I' 1 I th k G d life. I cannot epa vertmg a Itt e to my own.. an 0 

that I have had a more equal portion of health, since the com
mencement of this trial, than, considering the broken state 
of my constitution, my advanced age and the vexations of a 
six years' prosecution, I could have reasonably hoped to 
possess.· Yet J have not been wholly exempt from such 
warnings as make me dread to trust to the contingency 
of another year the chance of an event so necessary to my 
peace of mind as the termination of this tedious prosecu
tion, if, by any present effort, I can obtain it from your 
Lordships. 

For these reasons, and others operating with a stronger 
force upon my mind, though unnecessary and perhaps less 
fittinO' to be detailed to your Lordships, I have formed the 
resol~tion for which I solicited my appearance on this day 
before your Lordships, and for which I am alone responsible. 
whatever mny be the event of it. 
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I deem it just to my Counsel to declare that, although in ll-llTn 1791-

all matters of a legal nature I should rely most implicitly ;ais~ 
upon th~ir advice, and although I have no less r~liance}~ll~:3:~ot 
upon their personal zeal and attachment than on their pro- tchat otlhi!, 
fi • al . hi· Ih Ell d h ounse,m esslOn talents, yet In -t s Instance ave 10 owe t e offering the 
• If' d 1 . h h'd f present unpu se 0 my own JU gment a one, WIt out teal 0 defence. 
theirs~and even against it; for it was not a decision subject 
to the rules of legal practice, but urged by internal con
siderations, of the force of which I alone could be the judge. 

If they could have made my case so absolutely their own 
as to have felt the same impression of it upon their minds 
that it might make upon mine, still they could not advise 
me to act upon that impression, with hazards by which I alone 
might be the sufferer, and which it might be possible to avoid 
by waiting to a distant, though indefinite, season for a surer 
determination of my trial by a regular and detailed process. 

:My Lords, a great portion of my life has passed among a Preference 
people with whom it is an established and favourite maxim that j~~:=, 
" speedy injustice is better than tardy justice." I shall not adopt ~~le'::K:rr~t 
this sentiment in the literal extent of it; nor from your Lord- ~~~~~~~ 
ships shall I expect other than at least intentional justice. 1 n. 
But, even to your Lordships, highly as I revere your authority 
and tl"1ll!t to the purity of your decision, I will dare to avow 
tbat I would rather expose myself to the hazard of your pre-
sent condemnation, if I thought there was a hazard of it, 
than wait to another year for my acquittal, with the un
certainty that even that year would conclude the trial But, !'onfidence 

• h J! d'Jr . I d I L d mthetailure WIt lac luerent expectatIons, now ec are to your or - otthepro-
ships that I am willing and desirous to waive my defence secution. 

of the charge preferred against me by the Commons of 
England, and to refer myself to your Lordships' immediate 
judgment, if your Lordships will be graciously pleased to 
proceed to immediate judgment upon it. For my acquittal 
I trust most confidently to the evidence adduced by my 
prosecutors themselves, to make good their charge; having 
myself listened, with an attention scarce ever relaxed or 
diverted from the proceedings, ang being satisfied that not 
one criminal allegation of the charge has- been established 
against me, and almost everyone refuted by their own 
evidence, either by the replies of their oral witnesses, or by 
the written documents or their context, aided by the vigi-
lance of my COUDsel, with the partial and mutiiated ex-
tracts from them which were introduced by the Managers. 
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UI7Nl11791. Your LorlLlhips will ti'y my conduct by the evidence 
lWllecti?n which my accusers have brought before YOlT, not by their 
f'::'~"of't'he -speeches. They were sent by their employers to accuse me 
~=~hes or and to prove their accusations, not to revile me-much le3s 

gers. to expatiate, with aU the licence of unrestrained declamation, 
upon crimes which their constituents had not authorised 

Their inllu· them to charge against me. But, althou!!h I have reason, 
enceon the ~ 
public. from my own observation, to believe that their laboured 

invectives produced on your Lordships' minds impressions 
favourable to my cause, in proportion as they were con
tradicted by the evidence before you, yet it was not to your 
Lordships' hearing alone that. their invectives were directed 
It is the cllstom of this country-and I applaud and admire, 
the motive and the end of it-that the court before which
the trial' is heard should be open and free of access to the. 
whole world. But, my Lords, this custom puts my fame 
and honour at issue with other judgments than your Lord
ships'. And their judgments are formed not, like yours, 
upon calm investigation and cool unbiassed wisdom, de·, 
cided by the evidence only which has been stated. No! my 
Lords, the audience come with other minds and with 
different motives. They come to hear the declamation of 
invective, and to be amused by the ingenuity of the orators. 
Bold assertions, however unfounded and unjust, are believed. 
by them _because they are boldly made, and heard without 
refutation or denial. :Misled by the arts of eloquence, they 
are deceived into opinions of which it is impossible they can 
either detect the fallacy or perceive the imposition. They 
are pleased and deluded by the talents of the orator; and 
whatever prejudices he wishes to create in their minds they 
of necessity receive; and, after the entertainment of the day, 
depart, with their passions inflamed, to communicate their 
effects to the circle of their acquaintance. 

'Elfect on his I know your Lordships d() not consider such declamations 
character. as any legal proofs, and I am confident you will not suffer 

them to make the slightest impression on your judgmentt'. 
nut is it possible that the general effect of them, thus spread 
abrQad, can fail to embitter my life and affect my peace in 
society, as long as the trial lasts, by producing all the ill 
consequences, in the publio opinion, of a condemnation? 
For I fear, my Lords, that the axiom of the English law, 
that everyone is to be presumed innocent until he is proved 
guilty by his judges, will weigh but little when opposed t~ 
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prejudices so conceived and disseminated. It is impos- 9l11lilll'191. 

sible for me to refer judges of this description-and un- -
neces5ary for me to refer your Lordships-for the true 
criterion of my conduct, to the real and legal process-I Fail~or 
mean to the evidence adduced, and adduced even by my ~~~~::. 
prosecutors themselves j and I dare to repeat that this 
evidence alone is sufficient for my acquittal, so far as it 
extends, ana that, where it does not acquit, it does not, in 
a single instance, operate to my conviction. 

My Lords, the delay has in some measure been im,puted ~arseofthe 
to myself-how unjustly is known to your Lordships and j.:'st"t;.':!: 
to all who have attended this trial. gr.,.~J~ 

It has been said that I might have answered Article by Opposition 

Article. _ That proposal was rejected by my Counsel, who !~:;=:t 
alone were capable of judging of its propriety. But, my t%~t:.bY 
Lords, who could have thought that four sessions would 
elapse before I should have an opportunity of answering? 
There was no precedent in the history of .this kingdom of a 
criminal trial lasting even through one session or Parlia-
ment, much less through five. Itw!ls impossible for me to 
avail myself of the experience of others in this case, though 
postel-ity may avail itself of mine. 

But, my Lords, with respect to wilful delay on my part, W~ot 
there never was a more unfounded assertion: for, whilst my f~=. 
accusers bave their expenses borne by the public, I am, 
continually wasting my pl'ivate fortune-'-and that 80 rapidly 
that every day's delay amounts to a fine. This circumstance 
alone was sufficient to exculpate me from every charge of 
delay and procrastination. And this. circumstance, my 
Lords, contributes its share,. though I own but a small 
share, in urging me to solicit your immediate decision. 

l1y Lords, it woul4 be au endless task to enumerate all bCompre-

h . f . h'ch h b ad f' enSlveness t e Items 0 accusation W I ave een m e use 0 agamst of the 

me during the course of this long and tedious trial. I have charges. 

been represente4 by one of the Managers-to use his own 
terms-as U an eucyc10predia of criminality." It is, how~ 
ever, generally speaking, sufficient for the. person accused 
to give a general denial to general charges ; but it will not 
take up much time to IItate to your Lordships the substance 
of the general charges so often repeated aud so loudly pro-. 
claimed at your Lordships' bar and to the public. You have 
been told that I bave ruined and depopulated the provinces 
entrusted to my care; that I bave. violated treaties,. and 
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21~1791. brought disgrace and discredit on the British name in India; 
that I have oppressed the native inhabibmts by my extor
tions or arbitrary demands of money; that I have wasted 
the public treasure by profusion; and that I have been 
guilty of disobedience to the orders of my superiors. This 
is the substance of the general charges urged against me; 
and it is a great happiness and comfort to me that I have it in 
my power to answer them by facts of such public notoriety 
as to require no proot 

~~{e In refutation of the first, namely, that I ruined the 
country. country _ committed to my care, I need only say that I 

increased the revenues of my government from three mil
lions to five. They have increased since my departure and 
are still increasing; infallibly proving thereby an increased 
population and a good government in former years. The 
aCcounts delivered annually to the House of Commons by 
the Minister for India are ,indeed the best answer that can 
possibly be given to the charge on which. I am now 
speaking. 

~~nof In answer to my having violated treaties, and brought 
Testimo
lliaIstrom 
llative 
princes. 

disgrace and discredit on the British nation, I desire to 
inform your Lordships that the letters of Muzuffer J ung 
and Fyzula Khan to my successor in office were laid before 
the House of Commons. They requested to be treated by 
him as they had been treated by me. To these I may add 
the letters of Mudaji Bosla, the sovereign of Berar, to 
Mr. Macpherson, w~erein he speaks of me in the most 
honourable terms, and . expres...~ an anxiety for my health 
far beyond the common course of compliment. If further 
testimony were requisite; I might also qnote the letters of 
Nizam Ulmuk to his Majesty, and of Madaji Scindia to 
his Majesty and to the' Company, yet more strongly ex
pressive of their sense of my justice and good faith. 

lbtortion In answer to the charge of my having oppressed the 
:::.~~ natives by ext.ortions and exactions, I have to offer the 

testimonials of all ranks of people in India in my favour. I 
trust your Lordships have not forgotten what my accuser said 
upon this subject two years ago. When these memorials 

:: ~e arrived he felt the weight of them. He found the situation 
~Ooieo~ of an accuser to be very awkward, when the people in whose 
};!vo':.!. name he had charged me with the grossest oppression denied 

the truth of his accusations. He told your Lordships that 
the testimonials were extorted, and, in a. ~<rUI'ative manner 



Address of Mr. Hastings. 489 

of speakinlJ', he said that" the hands which signed them were:! JUlIlI1791. 

yet warm :ith the thumbscrews that had been put on them."· ,
The absurdity of this declaration was such as to require no 
answer. My influence in India has long ceased. It is very 
seldom that mankind are grateful enough to do even common 
justice to a fallen minister; and, I believe, there never was 
an instance, in the annals of human nature, of an injured 
people rising up voluntarily to bear false testimony in favour 
of a distant and prosecuted oppressor. 

In answer to my having squandered away the public ~qur~der
treasure, I have only to refer your Lordships to the' amount ~~en:es. 
of the expenses, civil and military, of the government of 
Bengal, during my administration and that of' my successor, 
in peace and in war. Let the balance, which is very con
siderable in my favour, determine whether I have been 
profuse or economical. ' 

In answer to the general charge of disobedience to the Disobedi
orders of the eourt of Directors, I will not pretend to say ~;:~ooft.he 
that I have in no instances deviated from their instructions. Dll'ectors. 
Most assuredly I have. But, wherever I have done so, I Necessity. 

trust I shall be able to justify those deviations by the 
necessity of the case-and by the event. That the court Thanks of 

f D· . fi d . h h Iii d ftheDirell-o lrectors were satIs e Wlt t e genera ne an tenor 0 tors. 
my conduct is evident from the thanks which I have been 
repeatedly honoured with by that body. I have further to ~pp~v~IOf 
say, that the general sense of the Proprietors has been at all ropne ore. 

times in my favour, for I have had repeatedly their thanks 
also, in the fullest and most unqualified manner. 

My Lords, I am sensible that, though I had the thanks 
and approbation of my superiors in many instances, and 
though it is acknowledged by many of those who voted for 
my impeachment that my services were of the utmost im
portance, and, in fact, have preserved India to this country 
-I am sensible, I say, that, notwithstanding these thanks 
and services, it is still possible for me to have committed 
many reprehensible actions, and that the performance of a 
thousand meritorious deeds may be no proof of innocence in 
other transactions. 

My Lords, although I have fully and irrefutably an- =:~to 
swered all the general char!!:es urged against me, I cannot point, in the 

~ charges. 

-------------------------------------------------------------
• See the Speech of Mr. Burke, in opening the sixth Article ohhe Charge, 

printed in the preeent ~olume, p. 5. 
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~ lUN!!l791. expect you will give me credit for perfect innocence iii. every 
..,.,.,.., particular instance, unless that innocence were proved by 

evidence now before you; and it is with a view of recalling 
your Lordships' attention to that proof, that I shall now 
enter into a cursory examination of the criminal points con
tained iri the four several Articles which have been brought 
before your Lordsh~ps. 

It cannot be expected that I should reply, in the space of 
one day, to every minute allegation which my accusers 
would have your Lordships behold in a criminal point of 
view. The want of time will 1;Iot, permit me to 'go into a 
(!etail; and I must therefore direct my attention to the 
great points of criminality-as they are called by my ac
cusers. 

Transac· The first charge which, was brouoO"ht before your Lordships 
tions at 
Benares. -1 am sorry to say now more three .years ago-was that 

respecting Benares; and ,the' points to which criminality is 
imputed are principally these :~that 1 violated a treaty 
with an independent prince, by unjustly compelling him to 
pay five lacs of rupees, annually, for three years ;-that I 
caused his person to be arrested, ,and that I intended to 
impose upon bim an enormous fine for imputed delinquency; 
- that. 1 expelled him from his country, and appointed a 
successor, with a stipulation' of seventeen lacs of rupees 
advanced rent to the Company. My Lords, these are the 
principal points of supposed criminalty in the first Article. 
1,'hese are not all; but the remainder are of an inferior 
nature, and ,so dependent upon those which I have enu
merated that they must stand or fall together. 

~g:~t,n/.. My Lords, there is abundant evidence adduced by my 
pe~dent prosecutors to show that Cheyt Sing was not an inde
prmce. pendent prince. He was, as his father and grandfather had 

been, the vassru of Suja-ud-Dowla. The districts of Benares 
and Ghazipore were transferred to our government by the 
present Nawab of Qude, at a time when I myself could not 
be answerable for any of the acts of, administration, being 
t4en in a minority. My Lords, it is true that my accusers 
took infinite pains to prove that Cheyt Sing wa~ made inde_ 
pendent of our' government in every respect" except that of 
paying to it annually twenty-three lacs of rupees ; and that 
'\Ve.hadjrrevocably bQundourselves down not to exact. in 
any case whatever, a larger sum than that just mentioned. 
All this body of proof iscolll;lcted (rom the, discordant 
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minutes of the different members of the Council, and from UUNB1791. 

the resolutions of the whole. Upon these minutes and 
resolutions they have rested Cheyt Sing's right of indepen-
dency. My Lords, I scarcely need tell you that, whatever 
our various resolutions or opinions might be, individually or 
collectively, they could not affect the right or title of Cheyt He"\V8sa 

S· h . d h b h' h h h ld' zammdar. mg to t e zarnlD ary, nor t e tenure y w lC e e It. 
He was neither more nor les8 than a zamindar. His sanad 
and patta were made out, not from a copy of stipula-
tions and agreements between him and the Company, 1 ut 
from the common formulas of such instruments granted to 
zamindars il) the Company's original provinces. The Raja 
never pretended any right to stipulate or demand. He 
was content with what the Company was pleased to allow: 
him. My Lords, I do again insist upon it that no argu~ 
ments, votes or resolutions, of our Board could confer any 
right or title upon Cheyt Sing which he did not possess 
from his patta and san ad. Therefore the whole of the 
evidence which the M/.l.nagers have brought, respecting our 
varioua opiniona on the rights of Cheyt Sing, is null and 
void;· and he must be considered the same as any ()ther 
zamindar of the British Government, with the exception of 
certain privileges conferred upon him, which were accurately 
defined in·the sanad and patta. Perhaps there never was II> 
more unfair attempt to delude a court of justice than that of 
making me answerable for violation of a treaty with an 
independent prince, who had no other claim, to independence 
than that of being 80 styled in some of our debates in Council, 
through the inaccuracy of language. 

It follows from what I have said, that, if eVElry Govern- The 9o~, 
h . °t' f d d . . h .. panysnght ment as lD Ime 0 anger an neceesltya rIg t to Increase to inc~e 

the taxes and revenues upon their subjects, we had also the fr~~~~e~mg's 
same right to increase the tax, rent or revenue-or w hat-
ever name be given to Cheyt Sing's yearly payments-:-upon 
him who was our subject, whenever necessity should require 
it. And of that. necessity Government only could judge. 
These, my Lords, were my sentiments at the time when I 
moved in Council for. a temporary subsidy.to be paid by 
Cheyt Sing. These are my sentiments at the present 
moment. I considered taxation and protection as inseparably 
arising from each other. 1 neyer did look upon the sanad 
(IS exempting Cheyt Sing from the customary demands 
which all superior states in India make upon their de-
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2JU~1791. pendants in time of war-namely, that of aids both in 
money and troops. 

To this point of right in our Government, to demand aid 
in troops and money during a war, I must entreat your 
Lordships most particularly to attend. For, if your Lord
ships shall be of opinion, with his Majesty's Prime Minister 
-an opinion delivered with much solemnity in the House of 
Commons-that our Government did possess the right, then 
all the criminality imputed to this demand of a contribution 
of Cheyt Sing vanishes and is totally annihilated. But 
should your Lordships think otherwise-which I cannot for 
a moment suppose-in that event, my guilt will be a mere 
error of judgment, which is rather a weakness of human 
n-ature than a fault. Again, if your Lordships think, with 

Amount of me, that we had a right to call upon Cheyt Sing, then the 
:'.:'.i~c::,;.::.ds next question will be whether our demands were too great 
him. for the urgency of the occasion, or beyond his ability to 

comply with. The sum demanded was only five lacs; and 
it was not made till after we commenced a war with the 
Mahrattas, and had received intelligence of a war with the 
French, and thought ourselves in danger of an invasion. 

My Lords, I need not enter into a detail of the various 
objections, difficulties and delays, which Cheyt Sing made in 

!'~~t~the the payment of the required aid. It is sufficient to acknow
demands. ledge that I went up the country determined to call him to 

account for his misconduct. The result was his imprison
ment and rescue, a rebellion, and -his consequent expulsion 
from his country. My Lords, if we had a right to an extra
ordinary aid from our zamindars in time of war, we had a 
right. to enforce that demand. We did enforce it upon 
Cheyt Sing. But it was attended with so many increasing 
difficulties and delays, that it almost rendered abortive the 
purposes it was intended for, at a most critical season. 

th'::';:S~g. My Lords, it is urged,against me, as a matter of great 
criminality, that I put the Raja Cheyt Sing under arrest. 
It is true I did so; but his arrest was not attended by any 
disgraceful restraint, for it was in his own house. 

~e oflifty It is also urged against me, with omuch acrimony, that I 
intended to levy a fine on the Raja of fifty lacs of rupees. 
The sum is, undoubtedly, large in sound, but it by no means 
exceeded the ability of Cheyt Sing to pay it with ease; as 
is evident from the treasures left behind him, after he had 
employed all his carriage cattle to export his gold and jewels 
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to a foreign territory. He must have been immensely rich, II lUlfB 1791. 

and a small fine would not have been felt as any punishment -
by a man of his opu]ence.~ But, my Lords, whether I was Necessities 

wtonO' or riuht in my intention, I had no other view in it or the Com-

h °ha fO 1" h . . f h C b pany, t an t tore levlDg t e necessItIes 0 t e ompany y an 
act which I conceived to be strictly just. And, after all, there 
certainly can be no crime in an unexecuted intention-an 
intention which the Raja knows not to this hour, and which 
I possibly might have altered upon the Raja's submission 
and promise of better conduct. 

The next point of criminality is, that I appointed a suc- Appoint-

fi h 1 . f Ch S' d . d h meut or sue. cessor a ter t e expu slon 0 eyt lr;tg, an mcrense t e !l'l"sor, and 

revenues to 17 lacs of rupees annually. My Lords, th~re was ~~~'::' of 

no alternative between thc restoration of Cheyt Sing and the 
appointment of a successor. The former was impossible, and 
the latter consequently unavoidable. In my choice of a 
successor, I was guided by the rules of consanguinity and 
hereditary succession; Rnd, in settling the revenu'es, I did 
what my duty to the Company required of me, I fixed their 
amount from the best information of the country's abilities to 
pay it, And the annual payments of the same sum from 
that time to the present, with trifling balances in som,e 
years, which have since been realised, are a sufficient testi-
mony of its not being overrated., 

Before I quit this Article, it may be necessary to call the Approb~tion 
. f L d h' h·.A . IortheDi-attentIon 0 your or s IpS to anot er pomt. ctmg, as reetors. 

did, under a delegated authority, I maintain that, whenever 
my superiors had information both of my opinion and con-
duct, and expressed no disapprobation of either, their silence 
amounted to an approbation, and may be justly pleaded by 
me as a full justification of my conduct. When I first pro
posed the demand of fi ve lacs of rupees a year, during the 
war, a doubt was started by Mr. Francis as to our right of 
making it. I recorded my opinion that we pose:essed the 
right, which is inherent in all Governments, o( calling upon 
their subjects for extraordinary aids upon extraordinary 
emergencies, and that we were not precluded from exer
cising that right by any'engagement made with Cheyt Sing. 
A second debate arose at the Board upon the same question, 
in consequence of his delays and evasions, and a pointed 
reference was made of the question in both instances to the 
court of Directors, from whom I never received one word of 
censure or disapprobation of what we continued to do, and 
reguL'\rly reported in our letters and minutes, for three years 
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Jl1NB 1791. successively. The same communication was made to' his 
A"d.ofthe -Majesty's Minister, the present Earl of Guilford, with 
Mmisters of h h' I d d 1" State. W om, at IS own request, correspon e . lOr many years. 

My Lords, it would be an extremely hard case to make me 
answerable for an. error in judgment into which, if I have 
'fallen,I have fallen in common. with my immediate superiors 
and his Majesty's Minister. But, my I,ord~, I feel myself 
so strong, so grounded on the matter of right, that I hold it 
-almost impossible there should be a dissenting' opinion, in imy 
human being who will be at the pains of examining the 
question with impartiality. -. 

'Di~.owal of My Lords, in the course of this trial, my accusers, to excite 
~~~ a popular odium against me, have called me the abettor or 

usurper of arbitrary power. I certainly did not use the 
'words arbitrary power in the sense which has been imputed 
'to me. The language, it is true, was not my own, for I 
was indeJ>ted for that part of my Defence to the assistance of 
a friend; but this I can aver, that nothing more was meant 
by arbitrary power than discretionary power. I considered 
'myself and CounciJ. as invested. with that discretionary 
power which commander.$-in-chief have over their armies, 
which the Legislature has lately conferred, in a greater 
-extent, on Lord Cornwallis, singly, and which all Govern
ments have in their legislative capacity over the property of 
their subjects. I never considered that my will or caprice 
was to be the guide of my conduct j but that I was responsi
ble for the use of the authority with which I was invested 
'to those who had conferred it on me. 

My Lords, let me be tried by this rule :-did 1 act pru
'dendy and consistently with the interest of my superiors 

~~~~;ns. 'and of the people whom I governed? Whatever may be 
your Lordships' opinion upon this question, I can with a safe 
conscience declare to all the world that my intentions were 
perfectly upright, and biassed by no selfish -considerations 
whatever. 

My Lords, having said thus much on the subject of the 
first Article, I must pray your patience whilst I make a few 

~J'0~atiol1(>r comments upon the second.' The principle point of imputed 
of"ou~~mcriminality in this Article is, that, after the Supreme Coun-

cil had guaranteed the Begum in the possession of the trea
sure left in her custody by her deceased husband, Suja-ud
Dowla, I permitted her son to resume by force the said 
treasure, and thereby violated the guarantee. In order to 
influence the minds of your Lordships and the public, great 

Second 
Article. 
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pains were taken by my accuserS to represent 'me as guilty 2 JUBE1791. 

of the most atrocious cruelties and barbarities in the act of -
resumption. I have, however, the happiness to find that it 
is totally unnecessary for me to enter into an exculpation 
of myself with regard to the latter part, for the evidence 
of Captain Jaques and Major Gilpin clearly proves, not 
only that no cruelties were committed in the manner which ~gt r:spon

is stated in the Articles, but, if there really had been any ~~:lti'~. 
crllelties committed, no blame could be imputed to me nor to 
any person acting under the British Government. 

That the resumption of the Begum's jagirs and the re- The resump-
• f h h d b t' I dil tionofthe sumptlOn 0 er treasure a my appro a lOn, rea y jagir and. 

admit. Nay more, I admit that, after I had given my con- treasures. 

sent to the Nawab's resuming the jagirs and resuming all the 
treasures, I did earnestly urge him to carry his intentions 
into effect. My Lords, at the time of my giving this con-
sent, I was, from the intelligence which I had received, fully Disaffection 

convinced of the Begum's disaffection to our Government. J{~. 
It was not my opinion only, but it was the general rumour 
of the country that she and her ministers aided and supported 
Cheyt Sing in his rebellion. That such was the general 
rumour and public opinion is evident from the affidavits 
already before your Lordships. And, notwithstanding the Affidavits. 

ingenuity of the Managers, who laboured to explain away 
their meanings, they still contain and afford the most ample 
proof of the hostile intentions both of the Begum and her 
ministers towards our government. But, had the' continua-
tion of this session enabled me to enter into a detailed 
defence, I could have brought the most irresistible evidence 
to prove, not only the general rumour and opinion, but also 
that the Begum did, through her ministers, actually lend her 
assistance to our enemies. 

My Lords, I believe there is no state in the world that The Com-
'd d • J!. f h pany's gna-COnsl ers a guarantee, ma e In lavour 0 anot er state, rantee. 

biuding any longer than whilst they_ continue in amity with 
each other. The fil"tlt hostile act of ~he party guaranteed is 
and must be a sufficient reason for withdrawing protection. 
It is not expected that we should protect our enemies. It 
is true the Begum could not be considered as the Queen or 
Empress of an independent state. She was properly a jagir-
dar, under the dominion of her son, and, perhaps, there was 
much more internal criminality in making the guarantee 
fhan in withdrawing it. The aCt of making it was not 
mine. It was done by the Resident, without the knowledge 
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.21001791. of the Board; but it had their approbation after it was 
done. Neither do I contend that our Government was not 
bound to the fulfilment of the condition. But, as a great 
clamour had been raised without doors about the resumption 
of the Begum's treasure, and ail it has been represented as a 
most uimatural act for a son to rob his mother, I hope your 
Lordships will allow me to state and explain the matter. 

R~ni~:m'8' Whhen Suja-
d 

ud-D
f 

°h,,!la di~d, hehlefiht da lbarge sh~m of money 
titletothe In t e custo y 0 IS wlJe: sea een IS treasurer, 
treasures. and was EO at his decease. By the Mohammedan laws, 

a widow having a dower or settlement is not intitled 
to any share of the intestate's effects. Suja-ud-Dowla 
died without a will; and, though possessed of a very 
large sum of ready money, was also very deeply in 
debt. His debts, if paid, would probably have consumed 
every rupee in his treasury. In India, as in all other 
countries, debts must be paid, if there are sufficient assets, 
prior to legacies or any distribution among the heirs. In any 
point of view, the Begum had no legal title to the treasures 
of her deceased husband. She had no right except that of 
possession; and of that her son would have forcibly deprived 
her, had not the Resident interfered with his conciliatory 
ad vice between them. Nothing could excuse his intcrference 
but the consideration of the near relationship between the 
parties, and the certainty of the N awah's having his just 
right at the death of his mother. Had my accusers thought 
fit to have taken the other side of the question, they could, 
with as much ease and much more justice, have influenced 
the minds of their hearers againat the mother for her unnat
ural conduct to her son, t.han they did influence them 
against the son for ill conduct to his mother. I say with 
much more justice, because the son had a right by the laws 
of his country which his mother had not. If the latter was 
deprh·ed of the treasure, she was only deprived of that, 
some years later, of which she could make no use, and which 
she ought voluntarily to have given up some years sooner. 

My Lords, I speak this on the equity of the case, for, 
though it may be contended that the Begum had a right to 
the treasure by the Nawab's concession on our guarantee, 
she never had, nor could have, an equitable right to retain it. 
There would have been nothing unnatural or unjust in the 
Nawab's· taking oy force the treasure left by his father, if he 
had done it in the tirst instance, and appropriated it to the 
payment of the immense debts which Suja-ud-Dowla owed 
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when he died, and which tIle son was obliged to pay. It 2.TUNlH791. 

is nothing more than is done frequently in our courts of -
justice, who will compel an avaricious mother to divide 
her deceased husband's property with her children, by an 
execution on her goods or imprisonment of her person. 
If there would have been nothing improper in the Nawab's. 
insistintY upon his right in the first instance, there could 
be nothing unnatural in what he did in the second instance: 
he only exercised a right. which he was restrained from 
using by foreign inHuence, which, as I have said, was 
not very properly exerted. But, my Lords, whether our 
interference in the original dispute between the mother and 
the son was right or not,it is certain she was intitled to 
our favour no longer than while she con tinned to deserve it. 

My Lords, after I had, upon the fullest conviction of the !:~~iion 
Begum's disaffection to our government, consented to the ofthe I 

resumption· of the treasure and jagirs, it is true I was ~~:;:i!'~t 
d · f h" . d' . d' ao b h the JtJglrs eSll"OUS 0 avmg It carne llltO Imme late euect; ut t e . 
resumption of the jagirs was first proposed by the Nawab 
himself to be general, and the point upon which I after-
wards pressed him was, that of resuming the jagirs from his 
orderlies, a description of men that were by no means deserv~ 
ing of his countenance or favour. He never was averse to 
the resumption of the jagirs which were held by his mother; 
but, rather than extend that resumption to his orderlies, 
though originally proposed by himself, he would have aban- . 
doned the plan altogether. This I opposed strenuously, 
because, having committed myself by the assent I gave, I 
could not brook the idea of my name being made use of for 
the purpose of making so unworthy a distinction, which 

. must have affected both the character of myself and of the 
English government. 

Much criminality has been imputed to my neglect of the P:~tended 
C 'd h' h .. d k' d' . I Ol·uer of the ompany s or ers, w IC enJome me to rna e a JU ICla Direc~rs.to 
inquiry into the truth of the Begum's disaffection. l\I y Lords, ~:fJ;i~ 
I positively deny now, as I c1id at the time in Bengal, that ~:;'~~sdis
any order was transmitted to us to make any inquiry at all. "U·ectiOll. 

And if, upon any construction of language, it had been 
deemed an order, which it was not by anyone member of the 
Board, it would have been an act of insanity in us to obey 
it in August, 1783, when 1\ perfect reconciliation had taken 
place between the Nawab and Ilis mother. Such an inquiry 
would have thrown all the Nawab's dominions into utter 

VOL. II. I I 
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II ;r-UlOI1';91. confusion. To have entered into an inquiry, if it had been' 
ordered-which I affirm, and so did Mr. :Macpherson, after 
attentively reading the letter, that it was not-would have 
opened the breach again, and perhaps have prevented it from 
ever closing. Besides, no arguments upon earth could have 
eonvinced the Nawab of the propriety of his restoring the 
treasure, which ever was, in strict justice and equity, his 
own, and of which he had been unjustly kept out of 
possession. 

Contradic- My Lords, there is a contradiction in the charges brought tion in the 
Articles or against me by my prosecutors, which shows that their zeal 
charge. for accusing transported them beyond the bounds of judg
~t~~ ment I am accused of wringing by violence from the N awab 
~=n~·lLIld his consent to the resumption of the treasures and of the' 
a!.~ or.

t 
r. jagirs, in one part of the Article, and, in another, of having 

~~e~~ or sold my consent to the same measure, for ten lacs of rupees, 
to the Nawab. My Lords, it is impossible these two propos
itions can stand together. They contradict each other, and 
I positively deny them both. 

I have another observation to make with respect to -
~quivalent the resumption to the jagirs. It was stipulated with the 
~v~~¥::the Nawab that an equivalent in money should be annually paid 
J&glr. to the Begum, in lieu of the lands <Jf which she was deprived. 

There was certainly no injustice in this; and the measure 
was of infinite service to the Nawab's government, for it cut 
off those mischiefs to which' a divided authority is always 
liable in India. It is in evidence before your Lordships that 
jagirs are in their nature always resumable, at the pleasure 
of the government under whom they are held. . 

They'Com- t I must entreat your Lordships to remember that, at the 
panswar..· IP d - . I fi Ch S' o(money. bme IOrmeaJi mtentlOn to' evy a ne upon eyt mg, 

and when I consented to the resumption of the Begum's trea-· 
sure, our government was in the utmost distress for money. 
I need not, in this place, enter into a minute detail of the 
several armies we then had in the field, or of the various 
demands upon me for immediate supplies of treasure; it is 
sufficient to say, that the distress was as great as it was 
possible to be without an actual state of bankruptcy and 
insolvency. It was very natural, under such circumstances, 
for me to avail myself of every just means of supply which 
fortune might throw in my way. It might and, I may say, 
it actually did incline me to act with greater promptitude 
and decision than I should otherwise have done. I do not, 
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however, mean to say that the want of money for the public 2 JUNE 1791. 

service would have induced me to take the very measures -
I . did. N either is it necessary to say whaJ measures I 
should have taken, under other circumstances, to procure 
the speedy payment of the Nawab'.;! debt. But it would 
have been highly criminal in me, had I neglected or refused 
to give my assent to the Nawab'a proposition, which was 
founded in justice and expediency, both for 'his government 
and ours, and particularly at a time when treasure was so 
much wanted for the payment of our armies. My Lords, I Def~nce or 
do most solemnly declare that I acted to the best of my motIves. 

judgment, paying due regard on the one hand to the Jaws of 
justice, and on the other to the interest of my employers, 
To myself, individually, it was a matter of no moment 
how the exigencies of the service were supplied, so they were 
actually aud effectually supplied. I could have no undue 
bias upon my mind, for, had I been inclined to act cor-
ruptly, I might have found my own account in forbearance 
but not in exaction, 

The next charge, my Lords, is that of the presents, and it Charge or 
d' 'd ' If' , h f h al d presents, IVI es ltse lOto two parts-to WIt, t at 0 t e conce e , 
and that of the avowed presents. 

In answer to the first, I need only say that there is no Concealed 
proof before your Lordships of my having accepted anything presents. 

more than the common ziafat; and even of this there is no U~ua.l entter-

h f th d " I 'II d tsmmen s ot er proo an my own a mISSIon. WI not preten to g!v~n to 110 
deny, I never did deny, that I accepted the usual entertain- V18ltor. 

ments which were then~for it .was previous to the Act of 
Parliament prohibiting the. receipt of presents-usually given 
to the visitor by the visited. The Nawab of Bengal received Sllimilar s 

h d ' d f, "1 ' a owance a t ousan SICca rupees a ay, or a SImi ar entertamment, paid by the 
Po h C f h" d h G ' Companyt() Jrom t e ompany, as 0 ten as e Visite t e overnor lD the Nliowab 
Calcutta. It is usual in the country; and it is impossible of Bengal. 

for any person to read any oriental history without knowing 
that the custom has prevailed all over the East, from the 
most ancient times to .the present. My predecessors, as I 
was informed, had received the flame, and it was never held 
criminal iq them. I can most solemnly affirm for myself--
and I dare say it might be said for my predecessors a1so-
tha.t I did not add one rupee to my fortune by this allow-
ance; and I am confident I must have charged as large a 
sum to the Company, if it had not been paid to me, according 
to invariable usage, from the niZaIDut. 

I I 2 
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2JUNB1791. It is impossible that there could have been anything wrong 
Failure of in this transaction. Not only was it a matter of public 
~~~~~\!o notoriety, never denied· by me, but the opinion of Counsel 
{~~!~tion. was taken by the Company as to the propriety of commenc-

ing a prosecution against me for it, at a time when the 
Minister wished to seize any ground for removing me from 
my station, tllrough the medium- of the court of Directors. 

Iteappoint
ments as 
Governor 
GenemJ.. 

The Legislature, since this business was the subject of dis
cussion, has three several times appointed me Governor 
General of Bengal, at the recommendation of that Minister. 
Surely, my Lords, it cannot be the intention of my country
men, after availing themseh·es of my services as long as they 
wanted them, to call me to an account for acts which were 
publicly known fifteen years ago. If there was any criminality 
in my receiving the amount of my expenses from the Nawab, 
it WIIS sufficient to ,have induced my superiors to have re
called me at the time when they first knew of it- But it 
was never ]leld up to the world as a heinous offence, till my 
enemies thought it might be of use to load the scale of 
criminality. 

Denial of Time, my Lords, will not 'permit me to say any more in 
!~~~~fvrng exculpation of myself from the remainder of the allegations 
presents. • in this part of the Article, nor is it necessary, since no -

evidence has been given upori them, but I solemnly declare 
that each allegation is utterly false and without a shadow of 
foundation. I solemnly declare that I never, directly or 
indirectly, received a present from Nundcomar, or any other 
person mentioned in this division of the charge. 

Avowed I must hasten to make my observations on that part of 
presents. the charge which is called the avowed presents. 

Double 
charge of 
corrupt in .. 
tention lind 
breach of 
Act of P ..... 
liament. 

My Lords, the Managers of the prosecution against me 
have here prepared a two-edged sword, for they have endea
voured to show a double share of criminality in this trans
action. First, they contend that I tooktlle presents with a 
corrupt intention, and would have kept them had not my 
fears urged me to a disclosure; and, secondly, that the 
receipt of presents, though for the use of the Company, was 
a breach of an Act of Parliament. 

Argument of In sUI)port of the ~rst conclusion they have nothing but 
~~~~;~~in their own suspicions, which they have endeavoured to 

impress upon the minds of your Lordships, by attempting to 
show a variation in thc sevcl'al accounts which I have given 
respecting the time and manner of receiving them. To repel 
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this mode of attack and to efface tIle suspicions which they 2 JUNE 1791. 

endeavoured to raise, I have the oath of Ur. Larkins, a man -
of the hi..,hest character for truth and honour, whose inte-
grity hatbeen repeatedly acknowledged by Earl Cornwallis, 
the Board of Control and the court of Directors, and whom 
I believe to be as rigidly ho~est a man as any in Europe. 
That there are variations in the different accounts I admit. 
Many mistakes I have made, which have struck me with as Alm.iss~n 
much astonishment as they could possibly strike any of your 0 mISt es. 

Lordships. If there had been any act done by me a ~ew 
years ago of which I conceived myself warranted to speak 
with a. more perfect recollection than another, it was this, 
that, before I left Calcutta in July, 1781, I had indorsed the Indorse
bonds of which your Lordships have heard so much, and had ~~Js~fthe 
left them with Mr. Larkins to deliver them up to the 
Council in the event of my death. So desirous was I that 
the statement of this fact should not rest upon my asser-
tion, that I desired a search might be made at the India 
House for those bonds, or the copies of them, but none were 
to ~e found. I then requested Major Scott to write to 
Mr. Larkins in my name, and to desire a search to be made 
for them in Calcutta, and, if found, that they might be 
publicly transmitted to the Company. 'rhey werefound; 
they were sent to the Company in ] 789 by Earl' Cornwallis, 
at the express requisition of Mr. Larkins, who states in his 
letter that he made that requisition at my desire, transmitted 
to him by Major Scott. But, to my utter .surprise, the 
indorsement of the bonds is not dated till the 29th of May, 
1782. 

After this fact, my Lords, I am as ready as any man to pnpl'!l~ellce 
acknowledge tlIat I have been imprudent, in a degree that ~~ti~~ 
merits some of the reflections so illiberally thrown out ~un~s 
against me, for having written, as I have too often done, on dc;c~u"nts. 
matters of account in which I have myself been previously 
concerned, without having a. single paper or document of 
any s~rt near me at the time I wrote. For I admit it to 
llave been well observed by the ManaO'er who closed the 
Article of presents, that I not only affir~ed I had indorsed 
the bonds in the middle of 1781, but had assigned a reason 
for so doing. namely, lest I should die during my absence 
from Calcutta.-

• See the speech of Mr. Fox, delivered on the 7th of June, 179(', and 
printed in the prellel1t volume, p. 336. -
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Um(B1791. My Lords, after this I should be almost afraid tohazard a 
Explanation supposition, but, as the bonds were left with Mr. Larkins, as 
~~=.:;t~o~r my attorney, and as Mr. Larkins knew from the first that they 
the indorse- were not my property, I conclude that I told him in 1781, 
ment. that, in the event of my decease, he was to deliver them to 

. the Council, which I . confounded with the act of having 
indorsed them. But, my Lords, from all the inaccuracies 
in the accounts before you I defy any ('andid man alive to 
draw this conclusion, that I intended for a moment to apply 
this money, or a rupee of it, to my own use. 

My Lords, you cannot suspect me of a fraudulent inten
tion without looking upon me as. the weakest, or upon 
Mr. Larkins. as the most perjured, of mankind. Had my 
construction of the purpose intended by the indorsement of 
the bonds been invented for the purpose of deception, I 
should have stopped when I had assigned it. Instead of 
this I sought, and with Ii diligence which it is not likely that 
I should have employed to detect myself in a falsehood, first 
for authentic copies. of the indorsed bonds at the India 
House, and afterwards for the originals in Calcutta. These, 
being found, proved that I had erred in my account of the 
transaction, but they also demonstratively proved that I had 
given that account believing it to be true, and, presumptively, 
that my intentions and consequent instructions to Mr. Lar
kins were that the bond", in the event of my death, should be 

NewlSities cancelled by him. Time will not allow me to enter into a. 
~~~~~ Com· detail of the various circumstances, and to give my reasons 

for accepting the presents, further than to repeat, what I 
have often declared-that the necessities of the Company's 
service made me joyfully snatch at every just means of 

Nocorrnpt relieving them. The Managers have totally failed in their 
fo~~l~~e endeavours to show any corrupt act done by me in favour 
~gns ill ing of the persons from whom these presents were received. 
ae~~re- The lands of Nuddea, Dinagepore and Behar, were let to 

the best possible advantage, and every means taken to realise_ 
those revenues. 

My Lords, it will depend upon your Lord8hirs to give me 
Disayowalof what degree oCcredit you please. Whether I intended, for 
:.::,s':fe~. a moment, to apply anyone of the sums received by me to 
ftein• my own use, is a point ,,·hich can be known only to God 

eres • and my own conscience. I can solemnly and with a pure 
conscience affirm that I never did harbour such a thought 
for an instant. And permit me to add, my Lords, that I 
was too intent upon the means to be employed for preserving 
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India to Great Britain, from the hour in which I was 2 JUNE 1'191. 

informed that France meant to strain every nerve to dispute 
that empire with us, to bestow a thought upon myself or my 
own private fortune. 

With respect to my having violated an Act of Parliament, Violation of 

I do by no m~ans admit that I have done it. That depends, t~~~r.ar. 
not upon what I have done, but upon what your Lordships 
may do-that is, upon what construction your Lordships 
may put upon the disputed clause. I can only say tlIat I Customary 
• .1 • th b f . d d 'f I h presents not mterpreteu It to e est 0 my JU gment; an , 1 ave prohibited. 

erred, I have done so in common with many others. No 
person ever suggested to me that the Act of Parliament 
deprived the Company of the right of receiving the custom-
ary presents, till I heard that interpretation from some 
members of the House of Commons. My Lords, I should !"l<:"oferror 

h· k·· ·bl ~ L d h' fi . . I· m mterpret-t In It Impossl e lor your or s IpS to x any cnmma Ity ing the 
upon incurable ignorance. I say incurable, for though your statute. 

Lordships should punish me in the severest manner for this 
mistake, the example can be of no use to the present gener-
ation, or to posterity, for you can never give a common 
understanding the powers of diving into the latent meaning 
of an obscure clause in an Act of Parliament, a clause of 
which its real but latent meaning is at variance w,ith its 
grammatical construction. But a criminality of this nature 
must depend as well upon the understanding of the judge!! 
as of the party accused; for it is possible that his interpret-
ation may be right and their's wrong. 

But, my Lords, I have two observations to make, either of 
which alone would be a full answer to the point of criminality. 
First, that there can be no criminality in unavoidable error; 
for, though it is a maxim in law that ignorance is no excuse, 
it goes upon this supposition, that information was possible, 
-which in my case it was not. Secondly, that communis error 
fadt jus; for everybody that I had occasion to converse 
or correspond with seemed to understand the clause in the 
same light as I did. I must here conclude my comment 
up0l!' this Article. with again declaring the purity of my in- run~ of 
tenhons; that I accepted the presents fo.r the good of my mtentions. 

employers; and that I employed them in their service, at a 
time when the government of India was distressed beyond 
the power of description. . - . 

My Lords. the fourth Article is that of contracts and allow
ances. It comprehends, in a gover.nment of thirteen years, five 
different heads. The first is, that I gave Mr. Sullivan a co:p.-
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UliliB 1791. tract for opium which pro"e~ very lucrative to him, and that I 
Contnwts gave it without putting it up to the lowest bidder. The facts 
and allow· d' .. b I . . 
anoe... are true, an It IS mcum ent upon me to exp am every CIrcum-
gpium.cono stance in the transaction. It was I myself that createu that 
toa.cJ!.'~~lliol!ource of revenue for the Company, and they derived much 
van. advantage from it-above half a million sterling, in my govern
Ori~natiOl\ ment. The value of the opium contract was first ascertained 
~~!e::~~:e by auction, and we accepted the proposals of Mr. Griffith and 

Mr. 'Vilton, who were the lowest of thirteen bidders. We 
gave it to them a second year; and in 1777 this contract was 
given to a friend of Mr. Francis, to a Mr. Mackenzie, who 
held it three years upon the former terms, and it was 
then given to him for one year longer. It was next given to 

Circum· Mr. Sullivll.~, who, it seems, sold the contract at a very 
stances of d d ,. of" -the grant. a vance rate to JUl". Benn, who afterwards sold it to Mr. 

Young, but of this sale I was utterly ignorant until after 
my arrival in England; and Mr. Sullivan w~, during the 
whole period of his contract, the person responsible to the 
East India Company. My- Lords, it was impossible for me 
to know the exact price of opium in the provinces; and it 
now .appears upon evidence that it was purchased by the 
second contractors much cheaper than ever it had been by 
the Patna Council, when they enjoyed it as a perquisite. 

Tbecontract The only question that can be asked here is-why was 
:~!tf:.to not the contract put up to auction, according to the Com

pany's order? To this, my Lords, I answer, that opium was 
of that nature, and so liable to frauds and adulteration, that 

Temptation it was detrimental to the interests of the Company to give a 
~~~:-ate contract upon Buch~low terms as to drive the contractor to 

the necessity of debasing its quality, to preserve himself from 
loss. It was absolutely necessary in such a case, as it was in 
many others, to have a man of credit, honour and property, 
upon whom we could rely for the faithful and just perform
ance of his engagement. 

Youth of My Lords, it was objected that Mr. Sullivan was too young 
~":-;.SUlli. and inexperienced for such an employment. nut those who 

made the objection did not advert to this consideration, 
that the Bame objection would lie against Mr. Mackenzie, 
and it would operate. ~o-ainst the appointment of every 
member of Council -who had of late been sent to India. 
Surely inexperience in the growth and manufacture of opium 
and inexperience in· the modes and forms of govemment are 
exposed to hazards of very different mAgnitude and conse
quencel 



,Address of lIIr. Hastings. 505 

An objection ~as been raised against Mr. Sullivan on 2 JUNE 1791. 

account of his being called my assistant. By assistant it Mr. Sulli. 

was not meant colleague in office, or participant in power, ::is~t 
but a more respectable name for a secretary or writer. . 

The next head is, the a!"D1y cattle contr.act. Upon this I ~~~tle 
nm charged with. corruptIon and waste III the rates, and 
excess in the increased numbers of the cattle. The corrup-
tion, I conclude. alludes to some inordinate profit in it. To Profit less 

this I answer, that the profit was solemnly attested by ~rl!.t~ 
Mr. Ferguson, offering to confirm it by oath, that fifteen 
per cent. per a,mum was the extent of the profit during the 
war, and that profit siillliable to outstanding debts. This, so 
far from being an exorbitant l>rofit, amounted to no more 
than a reasonable agency. 

But I should first have answered the charge of breach of Reason ~or 
orders, in not putting the contract up to auction and accepting n°:O~~~t~~. 
the lowest bidder. The army contract had for many succes-
sive years been put up to annual sale, until it had been beaten 
down to rates unequal to the service. This came in proof be-
fore me. For, when the war was spreading, the contractor 
threw himself upon our equity, ,and declared he could not 
perform the service upon the terms he had undertaken. The 
tenns, in consequence of that representation, were revised 
and amended, the Board having,. in the year 1778, granted 
additional allowances because the former were insufficient. 
How was it possible to advertise for the lowest bidder, while 
we were rejecting the lowest bidller and admitting the expe-
diency of raising his terms? The thing required by the 
Company was impracticable. 

AI to the extravagance of the rates, these had been ~sserted ex-
, formed with the advice of the best informed and most of=~ce 

experienced officers. This point was also brought in proof 
15efore me; for, when General Goddard's army was to march 
across India, they had scarcely quitted our provinces when 
the contractor proved himself once more obliged to throw 
himself upon the justice of the Board, notwithstanding the 
raised rates which-he found inadequate to the service. He 
therefore prayed that some other might do the service; and 
his prayer was granted. 

The excess of numbers is next to be considered: 6,700 Excess of r • d ~ numbers 0 were appomte Aor an army of 35,000 men. No detach- bullock .. 

meni marched that did not require a much larger proportion 
than these numbers bore to the whole army. The army 
now in the field, of 18,000 men, has 23,000 head o! cattle. 
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. 2 JUNE 1791. A detachment of 2,500 men marched from Bombay; they 
had 19,000 head. In short, no army ever moved that did 
not prove the numbers fixed in the new contract to be too 
small instead of too great; provided I am right in my 
opinion, which is, that the army in Bengal and in Oude 
should at all times be in readiness for actual service. 

Extra ano!,,- The next criminal point imputed to me is that of granting 
ances to Sir d']l S' E Cd" Eyre Cootl'; extraor mary a owances to Ir yre oote, an contmumg 

them to him after the court of Directors had prohibited 
~~SUHl. f those allowances. My Lords, the Company allowed the 
~YJlow.. Commander-in-Chief" being in Council, 6,000l a year, for 
ancetoCom- h' S' J h CI . h h" f. mapder-in- IS separate trust. Ir 0 n avermg t oug t It msu -
Chief. ficient, and remonstrated, but without success. The probable 

consequence of his failure was, that he never visited the 
distant, stations of the army, nor took the field in person 

.~.d,!'b~"!he whilst in India. Sir Eyre Coote, on the contrary, early 
W~r,org!'" declared his intentions to··visit the several stations of the 
~:~~ the

lS 
army, and the Board' fixed certain allowances which he was 

':l'!.:..pro- to receive while absent from Calcutta. He reviewed the 

Double 
bh"ta 
allowed. 

army in Oude, and the Board thought it reasonable' tha~ 
while Sir Eyre Coote was in the Wanr's dominion,", these 
extra allowances should be defrayed by the Wazir, who 
readily consented to pay them. This, my Lords, was not any 
breach of the treaty; for the treaty mentioned in this Article 
as having been violated was the treaty of Lucknow, concluded 
in 1775, by which the Nawab was to pay two lacs 60,000 
·rupees a month for a specific numller of troops; but, since that 
period, an additional number of troops had been stationed in his 
own dominions, at' his own express requisition, for which he 
paid an additional but indefinite sum annually. The Nawab 
had so high a sense of Sir Eyre Coote's merits and services, 
that, instead of objecting to the proposed ·allowance, he 
expressed a wish that it was double that amount; he, doubt- . 
less, never lost sight, in the General's absence, of his being 
engaged as much in the defence of his provinces as of those 
of the Company; and it was upon that principle that he was 
so forward to continue Sir Eyre Coote's allowances whilst 
on the coast. 

It is always the custom for all the Company's military 
servants to draw doublebhata; or extra allowances, when 
out of the Company's provinces; and it would be strange 
indeed that the Commander-in-Chief should be the only 
exception. When Sir Eyre Coote quitted the upper pro
.vinces ~nd WE?Dt on senice to the coaSt, the ,same allowances 
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were continued to him by the Company; for it was unreason 2 JUNll1791. 

able that he s~ould take the field upon the allowances which -
his predecessor enjoyed for staying in Calcutta. I so well 
knew the value of Sir Eyre Coote's presence on the coast, 
at the time when the army was defeated and dispirited, that 
there is hardly anything he could have asked which I should 
not have given him. . 

1\ly Lords, I must also pray you to advert to the circum- Higher 

G al S · bb h .. 1" £Ii allowance to stance of ener tl ert, w 0 was an lnlerlor 0 cer, General 

havinrr an allowance of above 80,000 rupees a year, while !~t~ei~ 
Gene~al Coote was restricted to 60,000. Could it be ('''n~n. 
expected t.hat he should have been satisfied with that men •• 

degrading differel)ce, at the same time that he was upon 
actual service and liable to many additional expenses, while 
General Stibbert was at ease in cantonments or garrison? 
It was impossible for Sir Eyre Coote's allowance, as settled 
at home. to be sufficient in the field, if the same sum was 
not too much for General Clavering in Calcutta, or if a 
greater sum was not too large for General Stibbert in 
cantonments. 

But, my Lords, it was not a time to cavil with Sir Eyre Im~rtance 
Coote about field allowanceto. I never was more convinced <!.!fe':~
of the truth of any hypothesis than of this,. namely, that if vices. 

Sir Eyre Coote had resigned in disguet-whichhe might 
have done-the Carnatic would have been infallibly lost to 
this country for ever. I can only say, in addition, that I had Pur!tyof 
no sinister view or motive in what I did, and I should think motlVes. 

it my duty to act the same part over again, in like circum
stances. Nay, I would have abridged my own allowances to 
have increased his, if he could have rect'ived them, rather 
than have suffered him to retoign in disgust, or to have 
quitted the army in discontent. 

My Lords, in accounting for the agency given to lIIr.Auriol's 

Mr. Auriol, it will be necessary for a moment -again to call agency. 
your attention to the very alarming and distressed .state of 
our poa&essions in the Carnatic. Hyder Ali, victorious in AIa.rm,ing 

the field with his numerous army, which had cnt off a large :n'::c~_ 
detachment of our troops and driven the main body back natic. 

with considerable loss to Madras, was laying siege to Arcot, 
which inevitably fell, soon after. for want of succours. His 
numerous followers were desolating and laying waste the 
whole face of the country, by burning the villages and 
destroying the cultivation, up to the very walls of Madras. 
In this desperate situation, did the President and Council 
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2 Jl.~79l. write to us for every possible aid of troops, money and 
prOVlSlons. Sir Eyre Cuote, with a reinforcement of Eu
ropeans and treasure, by the celerity of his departure and 
arrival, though in the worst season of the year, gave a for-

Application 
of the Ma
dras Presi
dencyin 
rice. 

tunate turn to the state of our affairs on the coast. We, at 
the same time, entered into a contract to send them the 
quantity of rice which they had applied for. But this was 
soon exhausted; they applied for more; and Mr. Auriol, our 
secretary, delivered in proposals to send it on the same terms 
as the last contract. I then foresaw that the Presidency of 
Madras, as well as the army, must depend entirely for their 

Failure of subsistence and support upon BenoO'al Another contract 
contracts. 

would have been but a feeble resource. The exports of 
individuals could never be relied upon for so great and 
serious an object.. My Lords, contracts might have failed; 
one contract, and one only, was entered iato during the 
service of the agency,' and that did fail The contractor 
prayed to be released from a great part of his contract, and,. 
was released; although the rate of his contract was higher 
than the average price of all the agent's supplies, with his 
commission included 

Nay, contracts must have failed for want of resources in 
the treasury to fulfil the stipulations for the public. The 

Risksorcon- agent employed his own credit. The French fleet was, for 
veyance. hI • I d di bd 

Theriee 
supplied 
eheaper 
than by 
contract. 

near two woe seasons, 10 comp ete an un stur e pos-
session of the Bay of Bengal, ours being in harbour at 
Bombay. Insurance was· not always to be procured; and 
individuals ·would ~ot trust their property, but in the hopes 
of large profits to compensate for their risks. My Lords, the 
public had so great a stake to save, that it answered to them 
to send rice at all risks; and the event has proved that it 
answered well, as thellgent, though his commission was liberal, 
supplied the settlement of Madras with rice both better in 
quality and h'enty per cent. cheaper than the former con
tract. He supplied them with it at one half the price at 
which individuals, landing it there, were compelled by the 
government of Madras to sell it to them in exchange for bills 
upon Bengal. And the average rate of all bis supplies, with 
commission included, was less than the rates of ten out of 
eleven proposals received for the contract after the agency 
was abolished, and a!! low as the very lowest proposal 

BAto ,!f . The commission, I admit, was liberal; though not more 
commlBSlOn. than had been usual for the offices of supply at Bengal. It 

was originally fifteen, never twenty-five, per cent., as erro· 
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neouslystated by the Manager who summed up the. charges, UUNB 1791 

but afterwards considerably reduced, and there were ma:ny -
charges to be defrayed out of it. My Lords, I submit that 
an agency was the only effectual mode of insuring a constant 
and efficient supply for this important service; and I maintain, 
it has proved to be the most frugal mode to the Company. 

The confidence which the Board had in :Mr. Auriol's irtetity of 
diligence and integrity, confirmed by many years' experience . r. unol. 
of his conduct, pointed him out as a proper person for this 
service, and he was accepted. The mode of deliverin!! ae- Accouhnting 

• ..... ,upon onour 
counts upon honour was not II new mode lD the Company s not a.new 
service, and it is practised at the present moment in Bengal, practIce. 

nor was it by any means intended to preclude the exami- Vorher3 
nation of vouchers, where vouchers were required or could ~~d~ 
be produced, but meant to strengthen the obligation of the 
party accounting, where vouchers either could not be had, 
or were so numerous as to make it almost impracticable to 
examine them with the accounts. I understand that vouchers 
never were refused by tbeagent. But, liS so much has been Gene'."'l" 
said upon this subject, I hope I may be permitted to remark, ~::f~~Of" 
without any imputed disrespect to your Lordships~whose business. 
honour no man can more highly revere than I do-that I 
think it is impossible you can conceive the term has been pro-
stituted or misapplied on these occasions. Every merchant 
depends on the honour~ credit, good faith or honesty-call 
it what you will-of his reputed dealings; and, were this " 
dependance banished from the community, I fear we should 
have very little security for any transactions iIi our inter-
course with mankind. . 

My Lords, I am accused of granting an agency to Mr. ~e~YjI~o. 
Belli, who is stated to be one of my' own dependants, with a r. e I., 
wasteful and improvident commission. It will be found that Originated 
h• b· d'd . . . h Th . r with Gene-t 18 USlDeSS I not ongmate Wit me. e necessity ~or !"'l Claver-

laying up a depot of provisions and stores in the garrison of~~.aF'!ncis. 
Fort William, that we might be prepared fora siege, was, as, 
I recollect, strongly urged both by General Clavering and 
Mr. Francis; and a degree of neglect was imputed to me for 
not having provided Ilgainst such an emergency. The 
measure WIl8 afterwards, on a minute which I delivered, con-
sidered in Council; and, upon the resolution of the Board 
that such a depot should be formed, the opinion of merchllnts 
was required upon the quantum of commission adequate to 
an agent for his trouble, charges, and loss by wastage and 
decay, in keeping up the store from year to year in constant 
good condition. The merchants declared that twenty per Ctmt. 
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1l1~1~9L was the least compensation tpat could be allowed. I proposed 
Previous Mr. Belli for the agency; and, upon examining the accounts 
looses on ~ f P • f h' k' d ed . h sal ... of 0 a lormer servIce 0 t IS m, execut 10 t e government 
storeo. of my predecessor, Mr. Cartier, which were called for to 

assist us in our determination, I found that the Company 
bad sustained a real loss upon the resale of those stores, at 
the end of two years. of ninety per cent. No agent would 
undertake a service by which he was to be a loser. His 
profits ought to be proportioned to the nature and importance 
of the thing required. He might be a loser by accepting the 
least possible commission; or-which is worse-the failure 
of his duty might .be dangerous to the safety of our posses-
sions. ' 

Commission I trust your Lordships will not think the commission 
of 30 J;HlI' of thirty per cent. per annum which I proposed for the agent, 
jjcened.t.Justi- all ha dId d . th to answer c rges an osses by wastage an ecay 10 e 

changing of stores from tinle to time, as they required it, was 
an immoderate allowance for the due performance of so im

Referen,!"to portant a duty. That I was not improvident in granting it, 
~8 will appear from Mr. Belli's own accounts, delivered in evi

dence to your Lordships. There has been some doubt 
thrown upon them by the Manager who summed up this 
charge, but Mr. Belli is in. England and can verify them. I 
shall close this subject with remarking, that, since my return 
to England, both the court of Directors and my successor in 
government have expressed their strongest approbation of 
his integrity in this business. 

My Lords, I will not detain your Lordships by adverting 
for any length to the story, told by the Manager who opened 
the general charge, relative to the horrid cruelties practised 
on the natives of Dhee J umla by Deby Sing.* It will be 
sufficient to say that the Manager never. ventured to intro-

Asserted 
croelti ... of 
DebySing 
in Dinage
pore. 

Letter of 
Hr. Pater
SOD, eIcul· 

~~~sri-
ings. 

duce this story in the form of a charge, though pressed and 
urged to do 80 in the strongest possible terms, both in and 
out of Parliament. 

Mr. Paterson, on whose authority he relied for the truth 
of his assertions, and with whom he said he wished to go 
down to posterity, has ,had the generosity to write to my 
attorney in Calcutta, for my infonnation, that he felt the 
sincerest concern to find his reports turned to my disadvantage, 
as I had acted as might be expected from a man of humanity, 
throughout all the transactions in which Deby Sing was 
concerned. Had the cruelties which the Manager stated 

• See the Speech of Mr. Burke in opening the prosecution, Tol. i. p. 136.. 
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really been inflicted, it was not possible, as he very well 2 JUNE 1790; 
knew at the time, to impute them even by any kind of -. 
forced construction to me. My Lords, it is a fact that I ~~~o~~')fon 
was the first person to give Mr. Paterson an ill ·opinion of~:;- ~dder. 
Deby Sing, whose conduct upon former occasions had left Mr. Shore's 

an unfavourable and, perhaps, an unjust impression upon my ~~~~tions. 
mind. In employing Deby Sing, I certainly yielded up my 
opinion to that of Mr. Anderson and Mr. Shore, who had-
better opportunities of knowing him than I could have. In 
the course of the inquiry into his conduct, he received The inquiry 

• h ~ t fi fi not com. Delt er lavour nor coun enance rom me, nor rom any ~leted 
member of the Board. That inquiry was carried on princi- M":.i~ast. 
pally when I was at Lucknow, and was not completed during ings'l;ovem
my governmen~. though it was commenced and continued men. 

with every possible solemnity, and with the .sincerest desire, 
on my part and on the part of my colleagues, to do strict 
and impartial justice. The result I have read in England; 
and it certainly appears, that, though the man was not entirely 
innocent, the extent of his guilt bore no sort of proportion Exaggera

~o t,be magnitude of the charg~s against him. II!- particular, ~~ 
It proved that the most horrible of those horrible acts, so W'~ns~. 
artfully detailed and with such effect in this place, never e y lUg. 

were committed at all. Here I leave the subject, convinced 
that everyone of your Lordships must feel for the unparal-
leled injustice that was done to me by the introduction and 
propagation of that atrocious calumny. 

My Lords. I will not now detain your Lordships by 
offering many remarks upon the gross injustice that I also 
sustained, in having been compelled to appear at your Lord:- AP~':"l:>"tiOD 

• ships' bar to justify acts which have received the repeated ~~d ~~::s 
approbation of the King's Ministers and, virtually, of the of Com moDS. 

late House of Commons. My Lords, it is perfectly true 
that the Articles to which I allude are not insisted upon, or, 
in other word~, that they are abandoned. But I feel the 
injury most sensibly, and the expense of defending myself 
against them has been intolerable. 

The King's Ministers, as members of Parliament, voted to Referenceto> 
impeach me for accepting a delegation to Oude, and for jf~sf!rs i~ 
f?rming an arrangement with the Nawab Wazir which sub- t~':.!':,'::':.o," 
Slsts at the present moment.-

• Mr. Hastings was at this point interrupted by Mr. Fox, and the follo~ 
discussion ensued :-

M,. FO!I.-My Lords, I &In sore I sbonld be very unwilling to do any thing 
to interrupt a person in the situation of tbe defendant, but I &In lore your 
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li·J~1791,'· I say, my Lords, in four separate letters the Kina's 
~i;it"to Mimsters approved of what I had done, though they vo~d 
·a~:::.e~ .. to impeach me for doing it. They ordercd my arrangements 
fJ'.:nita::'t.: . to" be invariably adhered to; they approved, as they declared 
.Wazir. themselves, of the principles upon which it WlI8 formed, and 
~8~ 0tfh· the Minister for India hll8 taken credit every year for the 

mng e b'd d b h hi h" h ~ativea of SU SI Y procure Y t at arrangement, w c IS patd mont ly, 
engal. with the punctuality of a Bank dividend. They voted also 

to impeach me for having ruined, oppressed and destroyed, 
the natives of Bengal, although in the first stage of the 
business they opposed the revenue Article, which contains 

Lordships will think that you cannot, with any great propriety, hear how 
any individual Member of Parliament voted in the House of Commons. 

Lord Kenyon.-The person accused at the bar will certainly meet the wishes 
of this House, and of the Managers also, in replying to the allegations that have 
been opened a.,"llinst him, by avoiding, if he can, the use of names; though it is 
certainly competent to him;.if he thinks it for his advanlagt'. to point ont any 
inconsistency or injustice in the conduct of his prosecutors. 

Mr. Hcutings.-My Lords, I beseech you to recollect the very great ten
derness I have used, ... hen I have been speaking of the most atrocious actions 
that have been committed against me. It is not-my intention to accuse.any· 
body; but if any fact which is absolntely necessary to my defence shall 
necessarily involve the crimination of others-I do not mean· to criminate 
them-but the conseqaence is inevitable; it is not my fault. 

Mr. Fo.r.-I beg your Lordships' pardon. I do not know whether I have 
made myself snfficiently understood in the nature of my objection. I do not 
object to any language the prisoner may use in his situation, but he was 
stating that the King's Ministers had so voted in the House of Commons. 
Now, as that is a fact that he cannot briug any evidence of, and consequently 
it will be impossible for ns to observe upon in reply, your Lordships would 
not wish to hear how any Member of Parliament had voted in the Ho~ of 
Commons, of which you could have no cognizance whatever. 

Mr. Hcutin!Js.~y Lords, may I, without disrespect to the Managers, say 
ft.at I only use a licence for which I have their example. They have on many . 
occasions quoted the orders and resolutions of the House of Commons. 

Lord Ken.~on.-The resolutions of the House of Commons; but not the 
conduct ot this or that particular Member. 

J.fr. Hculings.-And I never interrupted, nor did my Counsel ever interrupt, 
them, when they were mnking long speeches against me. 

Mr. Bllrke.-1;!y Lords, we must beg leave to say-
Mr. Hcutings.-hry Lords, I throw myself upon your Lordships' protection. 

I beseer h you to protect me from this violence. 
J.lr. Burke.-I must say for the Mana.,o-ers that we offer no violence. 
Lord Kenyon.-lf the prisoner was gUilty of any impropriety, and from the 

admonition given him corrects himself, perhaps it is better. 
Mr. Haslings.-I lie under a great disadvantage. If what I have said 

is wrong. punish me for it; but I beseech you, do not let me be inti!r
rupted. I cannot speak from·tbe sudden impulse of my own mind. I am not 
accustomed to it. I bave written down what I wish to submit to your Lord
ships, and I call God to witness that I did it with 8S strong an impression of 
the respect and reverenc·e due to this honouooable Court, and of tlle decorum 
that is due to the House of Commons, as is possible to conceive. 

Lords.-Go on! go Gn! 
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tllese allegations, and although the falsehood of th~ chJ8:~~1s1. 
must be apparent to every man who is not prepared to r6~~/~~ 
that the :Minister for India. has annually presented· l~ J.. 
accounts to the Honse of Commons. Both cannot be tru . '<1~ # 

In the few words that I had the honour to address your '--0 

LOl'{Idhips 011 Monday,. I assured you that I shol1ld never ~ 
make a derence for my conduct on the plea of necessity, 
althoufJ'h the Managers for the Commons have taken 80 

much Pains to refute that plea. According to my construe- In~ntion of 

tion of the law, it was not criminal to receive presents, =:t!~ 
with a solemn determination in my own mind to appro- ceibvedi , tothe 

. . d h bl' . A d Pu 
lCser-praate every rupee 80 receive to t e pu IC serVice. n viet'. 

to that public service was every rupee applied with the 
utmost fidelity. • 

I thought .it pel,fectly consistent with justice to levy Ito 

fine of forty or fifty l~ of rupees from Cheyt Sing for his 
contumacy. I conceived it strictly justifiable, upon· the :::~m'9 
information that I had received of the Begum's disaffection, ectlon. 

to consent to the resumption of her jagirs and of the trea-
sure in- her possession. That I had information of her 
disaffection before me is clearly in evidence, and if I could 
have been fa\"oured with a few days' attention in this place, 
I could have established that fact by irresistible proof. 

Dut, my Lords. does it cease to be material to establish the TbeCom. 

Dc.}essity, or is it to be said that the necessity did Dot exist at l:"~ties. 
all, because I am of opinion that I broke no law in accepting 
presents, and did not" dcgrade my own character or the 
British Dame by my conduct to Cheyt Sing or the Begum ~ 
My opinion of our necessities may be collected from tlte 
following passage in my Narrative of the Insurrection in 
Denares:- . 

"I left Calcutta impressed with the belief that extraordinary means 
were necessary, and those exerted with a strong hand, to preserve the 
Company" interests from sinking under the accumulated weight that 
oppreesed them. I saw a political necessity for curbing the overgrown 
power of a great member of their dominion, and making it contribute to 
the relief of their pressing exigencies: if I ened, my error was prompted 
by an eJ:eees of zeal for their interest, operating with too strong a bias 
upon m1 judgment ... • 

Of what nature these necessitic3 were I will now state, lh:pianation 

nnd I believe the proofs or them were upon the table of the ';!.~t;.':iffi: 
House of Commons when tlaose necessities were denied to cuitlflllo 

• • Mr. llastings' Narrative of the InsIll'l'eCUOD in Benaresj p, 12. 
VOL. II. K K . 
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!!l"1TIlI1791. have' had existence and wIlen my impeachment was looted. 
I left Calcutta in July, and t=igned the: treaty of Chunar 
on the 18th of September, 1781. 'We:had at that period 
borrowed as much money upon bonds as we could .borrow, 

ApplicatioDS for the bonds bore a considerable discount. Every' letter :Ma- received from Madras between November, 1780,-ail.d'Sep
tember, 1781, contained the most pressingapplicatioDS for 
money and provisions. These letters are. upon record, 
although not before your Lordships. And I am in posses
sion of private letteni written to me by the Governor of 
Madras in that period, in duplicate and triplicate; most 
earnestly pressing me to save them from sinking, by sending 
them ample supplies of .money and provisions. ' 

Armies in _ Sir Eyre Coote depended upon me for seven lacs of 
theCamatic. h r. th . f th .. th C . 
ApplicatioDS ruTh pees a mont .or e Pli~y ~ ~ armIes m. e arn~tIc. 
from Bom- e most pressmg app cations Jor money were receIved 
bay. from Bombay; and from General Goddard, who commanded 

the ~y in Guzerat; and very heavy bills were drawn 
upon the government of Bengal in the first months of the 

Troopsin year, 1781. The troops in Oude and in Bengal were many 
Oude. 1I}0nths in arrear. Colonel Muir's army in the province of 

Malwa, and Major Popham's at Benares, were. aL"O con
French lleei siderably in arrears. A French fleet had appeared' off Fort 
~[~rge. St. George in February, 1781, was expected to return in 

the ensuing season, and did actually come upon the coast of 
Coromandel in April, 1782. 

Sir John Macpherson, who landed in Calcutta in October, 
1781, .has truly described our situation at that moment
an empty treasury, and every resource for raising mouey so 

,completely exhausted that it was with :the utmost difficulty 
Di.f'!eu1ty of that the Governor could raise a loan for a remittance of eight 
=~raa or ten lacs, which he had solemnly pledged himself to make 
~';~~;: to Sir Eyre Coote, whom he had left at Madras in Septem
Coote. ber, in the greatest distress for money. It is in evidence 
~:'i' of that Colonel Muir, after the separate peace which I con
Muir. cluded with Madaji Scindia, could not recross .the J umna 

until he received a supply from Fyzabad, in February, 1782. 
The f~lct, my Lords, is known and acknowledged by every 
man who served during the late war in India, that our pos
sessions there were preserved only by the extraordinary 
resources procured by me, in consequence of the treaty of 
Chunar. 

Such was the distress of the troops in Oude and in the 
Mahratta country, that th~ officers sold their plate for the 
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temporary relief of their sepoys-as they did alSo upou the S It'liB 1791. 

coast. But if, with the sum of 138 lacs of rupees which I 138\aes pro

procured in Oude, from Septemher, 1781, to September, o~from 
1782, and a very large sum received in the next year, we 
found it difficult to maintain our armies, what must have 
been the consequeuce had I not formed such a beneficial 
arrangement with the N awab Wazir? And your Lordships 
will believe that I felt the full force of our situation when I 
concluded the treaty of Chunar. I had not then-I have Assistance 

not now-the smallest doubt that the Begum had afforded =~o 
military assistance to Cheyt Sing. Circumstances have been Chpyt Sing. 

bronght to my recollection since the trial commenced which 
had e@Caped me before, and these are confirmed to me by 
evidence which I am sure your Lordships would deem 
decisive upon the . suhject, had I been allowed a few days to 
lay it before you. 

My Lords, you are now better ahle to judge of the diffi- Diffi.cnltyof 

culties which I had to encounter in the last war than I did ~~ 
puppose it within possihility for your Lordships to be, when 
thiS trial commenced. Your Lordship'! will feel for the 
wants· under which I laboured, when I had to contend,'at 
one time, with all the powers of India comhined With the 
French and the Dutch, hecause your I.ordilhips have proofs 
hefore you, in the council chamber of Parliament, that the Pailure of 

re80urees of Iudia are now utterly inadequate to the support :::::,"'ex~ 
oC a war against one native power who is unassisted by any ~~nt 
}~uropean ally. We are in alliance with all the Mahratta war • 

.. hiefll and with the subahdar of the Deccan, who were in 
the Cormer war conCederated against us. The government 
of Bengal, when this war commenced, was· free from foreign 
Rnd domestic embarrassments.. The Nawab Wazir had com-
pletely liquidated his debt, and his subsidy was paid with 
the utmost punctuality. Benares afforded the full revenue 
which I am impeached for having procured. The salt, the 
opium, and the la.nd revenues of Bengal, added to the 
Imhsidy from Oude and the Benares collections, produced 
annually to the Company near 5,400,OOOl. But, my Lords, 
so inadequate have these resources proved, with the addition 
of the revenues of Fort Sl George and Bombay, that, since 
the commencement of the present war, a very considerable 
sum in I!'pecie has been transmitted from Engla.nd to India; 
money has been horrowed, to the utmost extent of the Com-
pany's credit" at Bengal, Fort Sl George and Bombay, at a 
high interest; and Hyder Beg Khan, of whom your Lordships 

KK2 
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It'X1I1791. have heard so often, has assisted Lord Cornwallis with a loan 
- of twenty-two lacs of rupees. I mention these circumstances 

to your Lordships to prove that the resources of India cannot, 

Impossi
bilityo( 
raisil1g 
money by 
loao •. 

n time of war, meet the expenses of r ndin. 
Your Lordships know that I could not, and Lord Corn

wallis cannot do, what every minister in England has done 
since the revolution-I could not borrow, to the utmost 
extent of my wants, during the late war, and tax posterity to 
pay the interest of my loans. The resources to be obtained 
by loans-those excepted for which bills upon the Company 
were granted-failed early in my administration, and will 
fail' much earlier in Lord Cornwallis' ;-not from want of 
any confidence in that noble Lord, but because the surplus 
resources of Bengal have not been employed in liquidating 
the debt contracted in Bengal during the late war. 

Allow me to call again to your Lordships' recollection 
the many and unprecedented difficulties with which I had 
to contend, during the late war in Inclia. Every measure 
of my administration \vas c. ... lculated to relieve the public 
exigencies. Nor can any man in England point out other 
means than those which I employed by which the public 
necessities could have been relieved. Yet I have been four 
years impeached before your Lordships for the several acts 
by which I preserved, what the India Minister has called, tIle 
brightest jewel in the British crown. 

I have now gone through the examination both of the 
general and specific crimes which lmve been laid to my 
charge. I have endeavoured to develope the great and 
commanding points of every distinct article, from those 
which are either immaterial in themselves, or which depended 

ApolOFY to! for their rectitude or criminality on the former. In this 
omISSIOns m. • 
the Defence. work I have, 18 effect, undertaken to reduce the complIed 

mass of seven folio volumes into the compa.."8 of a few pages
a labour requiring months of leisure to execute it as it ought 
to be, and a length of time proportioned, not to the extent 
of the work, but to the degree of its abbreviation. I have 
urged all that in this view of the subject was, in my judg
ment and recollection, necessary to the elucidation of it; but 
it is hardly possible that something may not have been 
omitted which would have rendered it more complete, some
thing, the want of which may yet leave doubts on your 
Lordships' minds respecting parts of my conduct, detached 
from the general tenour of it. For this and for other defi
oiencies in this address I have to beg your Lordships' candour; 
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Rnd to plead. the disadvantage of the restricted and inade- Ilun 1791. 
quate time, and the infirm st.'1.te of body under which I have -
arranged it. . 

I most reluctantly press upon your Lordships' time, and ~bserva. , h fi I b ,tlonsontho shall hasten to conclude Wit a ew genera 0 servatIons impeach. 

upon the nature of this impeachment, as it relates to those ment, 

principles which constitute the moral qualities and characters 
of all mankind. 

If the tenour of a man's life has been invariably marked Testimony 
. h d' , , 'It' 'II b t t' inhisfavour Wit a IsposltIon to gUI ,It WI e a s rong presump Ion from inhabi. 

against him, in any alleged instance, that he was guilty. If, ~~Of 
on the contrary, the whole tenour of a man's life was such as 
to have obtained for him the universal good will of all with 
whom he had any intercourl!e in the interested concerns of 
life, the presumption will be as well grounded that he was 
innocent of any particular wrong imputed to him, especially 
if those who are the alleged sufferers by that wrong make no 
complaint against him. But what shall be said of complaints 
brought against a man who was in trust for the interests of 
the greatest commercial body in the world-who employed 
and directed the scrvices of thousands of his fellow citizens 
~n gre:.t official depnrtments, and in extensive military opera
tions-who connected princes and states by alliances with 
his parent kingdom-and on whose rule the peace and 
hnFpiness of many millions depended-I say, what shall 
be said of complaints brought against such a man, in the 
names and on the behalf of all those descriptions of men 
who all unite their suffrages in his favour? Such complaints, 
with such a presumption against the possibility of their 
truth, may have existed, but the history of mankind cannot 
produce an instance or their being received on such a found-
ation, until the late and prcsent House of Commons thought 
fit to create one in my impeachment, Permit me, my Lords, 
to retrace the principal events in the public life of that man 
whom the Commons have thus brought, and so long kept, on 
trial before you. 

In the year 1 '150, I entered the service of the East India Know!edge 

Company; and from that fervice I 'have derived· all my ~~ri~~rs 
official habits, all the knowledge which I possess, and all ~:P~~'s 
the principles which were to regulate my conduct in it. If service, 

those principles were wrong, or if in the observance of them 
I have erred, great allowance ought to be made for human 
infirmity, where I possessed such ioodequate means of obt.ain-
ing a better guidance. Yet the precautions which I inva- Fulness?f eommunl(:a-
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2oJuKlI179t. riably used render even this plea unnecessary, by the 
ti~n.;t,;;ihe ~efere~ces which I made to the court of Directors, my 
DJrOOtors. Immedtate masters, of every measure which I have under-

taken, with its motives and objects minutely detailed and 
explained. For the truth of this assertion I might safely 
appeal to them, and I am sure that they would attest it. 
And the volumes both of consultations and letters in their 
possession prove that my share of the compilation exceeds. 
beyond all degree of comparison, that of the most laborious 
of all my predecessors, not excepting even my ever honoured 
friend, Mr. Henry V ansittart. Nor was it to them only that 

t:1 to I was thus communicative. When Great Britain was in-
orth. volved in a complicated war, and her governments in India 

had, besides European enemies, a confederacy of all the 
. principal powers of India armed against them, I gave the 
then Minister of this kingdom constant information of all the 
measures which I had taken, in conjunction with my col
leagues in the government, to repel the dangers which 
pressed us, the motive and objects of those measures, 
the consequences expected from them, and the· measures 
which I had further in -contemplation. And it has since 
afforded me more than common pleasure to reflect, that 
every successive letter verified the expectations and the 
promises of the preceding. . 

If I had given evidence in my defence, I should have 
called upon the noble Lord to have produced all my letters 
in his possession-those, and my letters to the court of 
Directors. But myletters to Lord North, in a most striking
manner, would have shown how carefui I was to expose all 
my actions to their knowledge; and, consequently, how little 
apprehension I could have felt that there was anything in 

ImP~edraEi. them that could be deemed reprehensible. In all instances 
~':su;:" b; which might have been deemed of a doubtful nature, these 
=~~i¥:.ter communications were virtual references for their sanction or 
rectors. for their future prohibition. If I received neither, their 

silence was a confirmation, and had more than the effect of 
an order; since, with their tacit approbation of them, I 
had imposed upon myself the prior obligation of my own 
conception of their propriety. Were I therefore for a 
moment to suppose that the acts with which I am charged 
and which I so communicated-for I communicated all-to 
the court .of Directors, were intrinsically wrong, yet from 
such proofs it is evident that I thought them right; and 
therefore the worst that co.uld be. said of them~ as they could 



A(!dre88 of: Mr. llllstings. 519 

affect me, is, that they were errors of judgment. And even 2 JUNE 1791. 

for these, in all instances where they were repeated, or be-
came the caUtles of subsequent acts deriving the same quality 
from them, the error, and every blame which would attach 
to them, was theirs who might have corrected them and did 
not. 

In the year 1768, I was appointed by the court of Direc- ~s su~ 
tOI'8 of the East· India Company a member of the Council, :~~::'POlllt. 
and, eventually, to succeed to the government of Madras. 
In the year 1771, when the affairs of their principal esta
blishment were supposed to be on the decline and to require 
an unusual exertion of abilities and integrity to retrieve them, 
the court of Directors made choice of me for that trust; 
and I was by their order removed from the Council of Fort 
St. George to the government of Fort William, in Bengal, 
and to the principal direction of all the civil, military, com-
mercial and political affairs, dependent on it. _ 

In the year 1773, I was appointed by an Act of Parlia- SuCC!'"Sive 

ment Governor Gene~al of Bengal, for five years. In the ~fn°t.n; 
year 1778, I.was reappointed by the same authority, for g~~::-:ny 
one year; in 1779, for another; in 1781,for'ten years; and Parliament. 

in 1784, I was virtually confirmed by that Act which forms 
the present government for India. 

In this long period of thirteen years, and under Sl) many s!,ccess!,~ 
lmccessive appointments, I beg leave to call to the recollec- r::t=llllll
tion of your Lordships, that, while Great Britain lost one 
half of its empire and doubled its public debt, that govern--
lOent over which I presided was not only preserved entire. 
but increased in population, wealth, agriculture and com-
merce; Bnd, although your Lordships have been told by the 
House of Common8 that my measures have disgraced and 
degraded the British character in India, I appeal to the 
general sen8~ of mankind to confirm what I am now going to 
Eay-that the British name and character never stood higher 
or were more respected in India than when I left it. 

So much may I say for the general effect of my govern:.. Specitioacts 

!lle~t; for the spe~ific acts which hav~ contributed to produce ~~':"t. 
It, It would reqUIre volumes to recite them. Permit me, 
shortly, to enumerate the principal heads which comprehend' 
them. , 

Every division of official business and every departmen t Di~ion of 
of govefDment which now exists in Bengal, with only such bUSlOess. 

exceptions as have been occasioned by the changes of Buthority 
enacted from home, Bre of my ~ormation. . 
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2 I'I1Nl1 1791. The establishment formed for the administration of the 
Revenue revenue-the institution of the courts of civil and criminal 
establish.· t' 'th ' fB I d" d' d d menta and JUS Ice m e provmce 0 enga an Its Imme late epen-
~:" of encies-the form of government established for the province 
Gov~minent of Benares, with all its dependent branches of revenue, com
of Ben&res. merce, judicature and military defence-the arrangements 
~~"e~ee of created for the defence and subsidy of the province of Oude-

every' other political connection and alliance of the govern
ment of Bengal-were created by me and subsist ullchangr.d, 
or, if changed, changed only-·to use the words of my noble 
and virtuous successor, applied to the principles of my 
arrangements for the . province of Oude-" with 1\ view to 
strengthen their principles and render them permanent." 

~venu"" Two great sources of revenue, opium and salt, were of 
"ndn:.:?t:um 

my creation. The first, which I am accused for not baving 
made more productive, amounts at this time yearly to the 
net income of] 20,000l. The last-and all my colleagues in 
the Council refused to share with me in. the responsibility 
attendant upon a new system-to the yearly net income of 
above 800,000l. . 

Prosperi~y To sum up all-I maintained the provinces of my imme
~f~~~ro- diate administration in a state of peace, plenty and. security, 

when every other member of the British empire was involved 
in external ,vars or civil tumult, 

Prevention In a dreadful season of famine, which visited all the neigh
offamine. houring states of India during three successive years, I re

pressed it in its first approach to the countries of the British 
dominion, and by timely and continued regulations prevented 
its return-an act little known in England, because it 
wanted the positive effects which alone could give it a visible 
communication, but proved by the grateful acknowledgments 
of those who would have been the onlysulferers by such a 
scourge, who, remembering the effects of a former inflict.ion 
of this dreadful calamity, have made their sense' of the obli
gations which they owe to me for this blessing a very prin
cipal subject of many of the testimonials transmitted by the 
inhabitants of Bengal, Behar and Benares. 

!~~';:1'e of And, lastly, I raised the collective annual income of the 
revenue. Company's possessions under my administration from three 

to five millions sterling-not of temporJl,ry and forced exac
tion, but of an easy, continued, and still existing production 
-the surest evidence of a good government, improving 
agriculture and increased population. 
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To the Commons of England, in whose name I am 21uNB 1791. 

arraigned for desolating the provinces of their dominion in Flourishinp; 

India, I dare to reply, that they are-and their represen- condit~0!l0f 
. 11" II' h h the Bntlsh tatlves annua y persist In te mg t em so - t e most fl'O"!inct'a in 

flourishing of all the states in India. It was I who made ndla. 

them so. The valour of others acquired-I enlarged and 
gave shape and consistency to-the dominion which you hold 
there. I preserved it. I sent forth its armies with an 
effectual but an economical hand, through unknown and 
hostile regions, to the support of your other possessions-to 
the retrieval of one from degradation and dishonour, and of 
the other from utter loss and subjection. 

I maintained the wars which were of your formation, or 
of that of others-not of mine. I won one member of the suc""!'"tr~l 

I d· I.' d Ii . b f bl negotla IOns great n Ian conle eracy rom It y an act 0 seasona e wi~hllative 
restitution. 1Vith another I maintained a secret intercourse, prmcCl!. 

Bnd converted him into a friend. A third I drew off by 
diversion and negotiation, and employed him as the instru-
ment of' peace. When you cried out for peace, and your 
cries were heard by those who were the objects of it, I 
resisted this and every other species of counteraction by Establish. 
••. d d d I' h d d I h ment of "Ismg In my eman s, an accomp IS e a peace, an ope peace. 

a lasting one, with one great state: and 1 'at least afforded 
the efficient means by which a peace, if not so durable more 
seasonable, at least, was accomplished with another. I gave 
you all; and you have rewarded me with confiscation, dis
grace, and a life of impeachment. 

One word more, my Lords, and I have done. It has been Grn.titude or 

h I.' h' . h f h' . I' lIahves of t e las Ion lD t e course 0 t IS trla , sometimes to .represent India. 

the natives of India as the most virtuou~, and, sometimes, as 
the most profligate of mankind. I ~ttest their virtue, and 
offer this unanswerable proof of it. When I was arraigned 
before your Lordships in the name of the Commons of Great 
Britain, fOl" sacrificing theil' honour by acts of injustice, op
pression, cruelty and rapacity, committed upon the princes, 
nobles and commonalty, of' Hindustan. the natives of 
India, of all ranks, came forward unsolicited to clear my 
reputation from the obloquy with which it was loaded. They 
manifested a. generosity of which we have no example in the 
European world. Their conduct was the effect of their 
senile of gratitude for the benefits they had received during 
my administration. My Lords, I wish I had received the 
same justice from my country! 
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UUlI'l!1791. The testimonials of the natives of India were sent to the 
government of Bengal, authenticated by the various official 
channels through which they passed; by the government of 
Bengal to the court of Directors, with their translations; 
and copies of the latter by the court of Directors to the late 

Address 
from En
",Usb resi
dents in 
Calcutta. 

House of Commons, on whose journals they still remain. 
To these let me add the address of my fellow-citizens 

inhabiting the "town of Calcutta, presented on the day on 
which I !eft them to return to England, and of the British 
officers in India, written and sent· after me many months 
after I had left it. Authenticated copies of these, too, were 
read in the House of Commons; and, while I have life, I 
will gratefully preserve the originals, as the most honourable 
testimony of a life well spent and of a trust faithfully dis
charged, because bestowed by those who had the nearest, 
and, consequently, the surest means of knowing it. 

;His actions My Lords, I am aware of the promptitude with which my 
~~~r~t~~e accusers will seize on this exposition of my merits and ser
o~':. vices, to construe them-to use the phrase which they have 
C already applied to them-a set off against confessed offences. 

I disclaim and protest against this use of them. If I am 
guilty of the offences laid to my charge, let me be convicted, 
and let my punishment be .such as those offences shall 
deserve. No, my Lords, I have troubled you with this long 
recital, not .as an extenuation of the crimes which have been 
imputed to me, but as an argument of the impossibility of 
my having committed them. 

BiSPr'rous My Lords, when I solicited your indulgence for this day's 
~~Y:'m"e.lon hearing, I did it under a belief that there would be ample 
diatejudg.. • , his 'P L d h' " d t. ment. tune In t sessIOn lOr your or s IpS to give JU gmen 

1Vitnout that· belief, I should not have urged the request 
which I made on Monday last. I assure your Lordships that 
there is no object on earth so near my heart as that of an 
immediate determination of this tedious prosecution, I am 
so confident of my own innocence. and have such perfect 
reliance upon the honour of your Lordships, that I am not 
afraid to submit to judgment upon the evidence which has 
been adduced on the part of the prosecution. 

My Lords, it is impossible for me to know the limits of 
the present session of Parliament; and, under this uncert
ainty, I can only say, that, if there be sufficient time for your 
Lordships to cQm6 .to a final judgment before the prorogation 
of it, then I most cheerfully, ~d willingly rest the ~use 
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where it now stands. I a~, above all things, desirous that 2 .JUNB 1791. 

your Lordt!hips should come to an immediate decision upon -
the evidence before you. But, if the shortness of time Claim to be 

h Id . Lord h" fr 1 . "h hi allowed to 8 ou prevent your s IpS om comp ymg Wlt t S my adopt. other 

earnest desire, and the trial must of necessity, and to my ::::'fu~ce~f 
unspeakable sorrow, be prolonged to another session, then, 
my Lords, I trust you will not consider me; by anything I 
have said, precluded'- from adopting such means of defence 
aa my Counsel may judge most advisable for my interest. 
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SPEECH OF EDWARD LAW, ESQ., COUNSEL FOR 
THE DEFENDANT, L.~ OPENING THE DEFEXCE 
UPON THE SEVERAL . ARTICLES OF THE 
CHARGE; ]4 FEBRUARY, 1792. 

IHlIB.179S. My LORDs.-·The Defendant, Mr. Hastings, at length, 
Grati6ca- and after an anxious period of more than four year." 8pent in 
~':tr~:r ... continued attendances at your bar, in the painful and 
~r."inlP; his patient audience of such topies of criminal charge as the 

ence. honourable Managers have thought fit to urge against him, 
feels at last, with the most exulting 8atisfaction, the moment 
arrive in which it is permitted him to vindicate his name 
and character, and, with his own, the name 8.nd character of 
the British nation, implicnted with his in the matter of this 
crimination, and equally interested in the issue of it, from 
the reproach with which they have been so long and indus
triously loaded. 

My Lords, the present moment., as it brings with it this 
subject of joy, brings nlso with it this and many other fit 
subjects of his thankfulness. That his life has been pro
longed beyoud the extended period of the accusation itself; 
that a constitution, exhausted and enfeeLled by the vicissit
ndes of climate and the fatigues of incessant occupation, 
has not sunk under either its violence or its terrors; 
that the honourable Managers, in the diecharge of the trUEt 
consigned to them, have contented themselves with pursuing 
little more than one fifth in substance of the twenty Articles 
which he was required to meet at your bar; t.hat, in virtue 
of this indulgence, he has it yet in probable contemplation to 
be restored once more to the rights of civil and to the com
forts of sociallife--are considerations which furnish, he con
ceives, abundant matter of gratitude to that Being who, for 
his own wise and gracious purposes, permits and limits, the 
existence of evil. 

AJWetyot My Lords, in these feelings of his honourable client, his 
Counsel. advocate cannot but, to a considerable degree. participate. 

But he has other feelings of his own which his client shares 
not with him.- He feels an anxiety to which his client is a 
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stranger, and fears by which his mind is not agitated. 141FEB.1792. 

'Vrnpt up in the consciousness of his own upright motives, 
and his well intended and successful labours for the public 
service, he reposes himself in secure confidence on the justice 
and discernment of your Lordships; whilst his advocate 
sinks under the pressure of apprehensions and terrors, excited 
by objects, forei~n indeed to the merits of. this c~use, but 
materially affectmg the conduct, nnd-~uch IS the Imperfec-
tion of our common nature-materially influencing the event, 
of almost every cause. 

My Lords, all the arts by which the minds of any Prejudice 
assembly of men are most powerfully fascinated, and attracted ~!~~~~e 
to the consideration of any subject, already predisposed to any frotm the

t . I' f' h bid . h I na ure 0 partla vIew 0 It, ave een emp oye ,WIt no very scrupu ous the charges, 
. f h d' I P'd bl ffi C . and the elo-exertIOn 0 t em an WIt 1 very 10rmI a e e ect. rImes w:ence of 

of the blackest die, and cruelties, at the bare mention of cu:o~e
which every sympathy of our common nature is, convulsed 
and agitated-detailed, as they repeatedly have been, with 
the most positive assertion of their existence, and with an 
appli,cation forced and unnatural, as I trust it has appeared, 
but with an application pointedly and peremptorily made to 
the gentleman at your bar, have had an operation more 
powerful, I trust, without than within the limits of these 
walls, but an operation nowhere to be disregarded. Topics 
ot' this inflammatory kind, together with others more fitly 
addressed to the reason and judgment of your Lordships, 
accompanied with the unrivalled display of such talents and 
eloquence as no other period of our history has brought 
together into one common point of action and observation, 
have occupied and exhausted all the attention which the 
human mind is capable of giving to the most finished per
formances of human ingenuity. 

My Lords, to II. taste thus pampered and, I had' almost Co~arative 
said, canupied with these luscious delicacies we have nothing :.ges~~nihe 
left to offer but the plain and simple food, I had almost said fh:'b"e1e!':'~. 
the dry husk, of fact and argument. But, my Lords, we . ' 
have on another account occasion to anticipate the, dissatis-
faction and disgust of your Lordships. Not only the mannei' 
in which this subject will be treated must be more homely 
than that to which your Lordships have been hitherto 
accustomed, bnt the subject matter itself and every other 
attendant circuDlstance has lost the attractive grace of 
novelty. This solemn scene, the concentrated splendour of 
everything thnt is dignified and illustriou~ in the various 
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.'14FBB.1792.0rders of this well compacted community, the dazzling dis-
-'-'- play of the envied and valuable distinctions with which the 

wisdom of our country has at all times adorned high birth, 
eminent virtue, valour and learning-everything, in short, 
which is valuable and sacred in the display of the supreme 
IIdministration of British justice, has, by the frequency of its 
exhibition~ lost much of that eager attention and interest 
which it received and lent to the first efforts of those whose 
great faculties needed.no such aid to arrest attention. 

DiflicuUyof My Lords the province which our dutyassiO'ns us is on 
counteract· 1 -,'. 11 • ks . d ddt:> 
ing mi...... ot lel' accounts equa y If ome an isa vantageous. To 

-It:':?ta.-· detect brilliant fallacies, to, unveil specious error, is at all 
times a' thankless, obnoxious and uninteresting, office. To 
dispel the clouds of misrepresentation, which have been 
during so many years collecting over the public life and 
conduct of the gentleman at your bar, within that contracted 
portion of time which the pllblie patience and-what at our 
hands is equally deserving of consideration-the tortured 
and almost expiring patience of our client, will allow us, 
.is hardly within the compass of the same, Wents which have 
imposed this burden on us, but is beyond the reach of all 
reasonable hope, with those meaner faculties on which this 
Herculean labour rests. Struggling, therefore, against so 
many natural and so many artificial difficulties, enhanced by 
the inevitable effect of anticipation and fatigue, where can 
the advocate look for comfort or from whence derive any 
reasonable source of hope? 

My Lords; against the -dismay and despondency w.hich 
cOllsiderationsof this sort are' too apt to excite, he feels 
himself' buoyed up and sustained by other considerations, 
,which operate, in no mean degree, towards restoring his 

Advantages mind to a due state of compORure and confidence. My 
from the L 1 -'f 'h - 11 h h" h ·rh .. racter of' Or( S, 1 _e reco ects t at e IS to encoun,ter It c arge 
the tribunal. in the name and under the sanction of the whole repre" 

sentative body of Great Britain, 'urged and enforced, as upon 
this occasion it unquestionably has been, beyond the parallel 
of any former time, with the most singular combination of 
the most vigorous talents, the most brilliant and bewitching 
p.loquence, the richest and most powerful treasures of me
mory and imagination, the most practised industry, the full 
effect of none of which powers and advantages have been 
enfeebled or blunted by any of those infirm co,!siderations 
which sometimes qualify the language and conduct ofless illus
trious accusers ... ! say, if he recollects that he has to struggle 
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with· difficulties of this· extraordinary sJze and pressure, he 140 FEB. 1792. 

has the consolation to reflect that the conflict is to be sus-
tained before a tribunal whose pure and, not expected only, 
but experienced justice-whose high hereditary honour-
whose enlarged knowledge of the springs of all human 
nction, and the principles upon which all human governments 
have been administered in every age, country and climate 
-whose particular acquaintance with the reh~tion, interests 
and dependency, of every part of this widely extended 
empire, with the losses and dismemberment which it has sus-
ta.ined in some parts. with the resources it has found, and 
the valour and wisdom by which it has been sustained in 
others-and, more than all, whose interests and honour, 
inseparably interwoven with the best interests and hono~r 
of their country-assure him against the effect of these 
meaner prejudices which might obscure or deprave the under
standings of a less noble and enlightened tribunal. 

My Lords, the defendant is now at the entrance of the ~ollg .1U1"fJ.o 

fifth year in which he has stood before your Lordships. in a :~~~~f the 

cours.8 of continued trial upon matters of high criminal 
charge-a situation in which no British subject was ever 
placed before-a situation in which, I am sure, I am but the 
echo of the general humanity when I say, God forbid that 
any British subject should ever be placed again! 

My Lords, I own I have heard it, sometimes with a ~nfairly 
considerable degree of surprise, urged by the honourable :~J'u~~!7 
M!'nagers, in the ~ourse of detailed addresses to your. Lord- ~::~~~mscl 
shIps, and when It would not have become me, with the Hastings. 

respect due to them and to your Lordships, to have inter-
rupted or 1l0ntradicted the assertion by that positive denial 
which I was enabled to .mak;e of it, that the delay by which 
this trial has-I will not ~ay, by any blame of anyone-spun 
itself out to this burdensome and unprecedented length was, 
in some degree, owing to us, the admcates of. Mr. Hast.ings. 
My Lords, as we are now but entering upon the defence 
of Mr. Hastings, that delay, as filr as it is even colourably ~heir objeii
. t hI t I h b - d b tlonsto eVlImpu a e 0 Ull, can on y ave cen occasJOne your denre sup-

. resistance to the adduction of that evidence which our reason f~:~u~r. 
nnd judgment taught us was improper to be received; and 
in so thinking we have received, in many instances, the con
firmation of your Lordships •. My Lords, upon this subject 
I appeal to your Lordships, as my witnesses as well as my 
judges, whether, in·instances to the number of twenty out of 
twenty-three, in which questions respecting the competency 
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U FBB.1792. of evidence have been agitated before you, your Lordships 
have not in that number of instances decided against the 
admissibility of the evidence tendered 1 

_ Loss of 
almost an 
entire ses .. 
sion. 

Inability to 
cope with 
the opener 
of the pl'O
s6Cution. 

My Lords, I call to your recollection that melancholy loss 
of almost one entire session of Parliament, constituting one 
entire year of prolonged' suffering to the defendant at your 
bar, in which your Lordships were obliged to pass and repass 
between this and the other chamber of Parliament, but the 
trial in the meantime perversely stood still.* My Lords, 
when I am removing this charge of delay from our own door 
I ha"e no wish to place it at any other. There let it rest 
where the public pel'suasion, founded on truth, may place it. 

My Lords, when I consider the vast field of history and 
argument upon which I am about to enter-when I con
sider by whom that field has been trodden already, whom 
it is I follow, and what I am that follow them-I am 
ashamed of my own presumption in having ventured to 
appear before your Lordships. ··All spil'its and all hope of 
any adequate performance of the task assigned me !Clink and 
expire within me, practised only in the ordinary habits of 
professional duty, with little previous knowledge of the 
concerns of this new world, and having, as yet, acquired no 
such adequate acquaintallce with it as should intitle me to 
the attention of your Lordships. I have, upon this subject, 
but too much occasion to implore the protection .and indul
gence of' your Lord8hips. But there is another, upon which I 

lnP.quality have still more occasion to implore that indulgence: the 
of conditions • l' h' h' I . I d between vast mequa Ity w 1C eXIsts, not on y m natura powers an 
!~nC~~~~el attainments, with the gentlemen to whom we al'e oppo~~d, but 

. that vast inequality which subsists in our conditions, fur
nishes a still stronger claim upon your Lordships for your 
natience and indulgence. 

Equality in 
respect of 
privilege to 
accusea.lld 
defend. 

A I know that, in the law of England, there is no inequality 
in persons in the administration of its justice; no favour, 
pre-eminence or superiority, in matter of substantial right. 
This cause has, with somewhat more of dignity attached to 
the characterd of several of the parties, but the same parts, 
organs and instruments, that belong to every other caUE'e. 

... Mr. Law refers to the interruption of the proceedings occasioned by the 
discussion of the question, in the House of Commons, of the resumption of the 
Impeachment by the new Parliament, assembled in November, 1790, and the 
inquiry for precedents instituted by the House of T.ords, and which occupied 
the greater part of the session of 1790-91.-See the Prefuce to the present 
volume. . 
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It has its accused, its accuser", and. the parties who represent a FUB.179S •. 

them. Eyerything that, in any more ordinary tribunal can be -
alleged, insinuated or proved, may [I trust be met here as] in 
other tribunals: the insinuation may be repelled, the allega-
tion refuted ot denied, the proof met by contrary proof; and, 
in short, in every attempt, if such should be made in any 
court, to prejudice a party before that court, by any unfair 
argltments or insinuations, ·such arguments or insinuations 
may be met by fair exposure and detection of their fallacy, 1 
conceive, in every court within this land. If, however, my 
Lords, there should exist any court in which this equality 
does not exist, such court 1 would venture to pronounce not 
to be correctly constituted for the purpose of trial; because 
it wants that equality and that mutuality which is essential 
to the distribution of justice, in every free and enlightened 
country. 

My Lords, I trust I need lay no such claim either with ~pec, for 

your Lordships or the honourable Managers. 1 trust that to':s~rosecn
their candour and magnanimity will not stoop to. animadvert 
even upon any improvident expression which, in some 
monient of eagerne8s, may fall from us j but, as they have 
honoured even us, the advocates of Mr. Hastings, with 
their strictures and animadversions, so they will allow us 
with modesty nnd deference, in some degree, if not the laws 
of retaliation, at least the laws of self vindication and redress. 
My Lorw, I think it hardly necessary to say that I feel the 
deepest respect and reverence, not only for the aggregate 
body of the prosecutors, but for tho~e to WbOill this pro-
llecotion iii immediately delegated, and that it cannot be my 
purposed intention, in anything which I shall address to 
your Lordships, to violate either the privileges or respect 
that are due to that aggregate body, or the particular and 
personal respect which is due to any individual gentleman 
whom they may have selected upon this occasion to state 
and to press their accusation. 

Having said this, 1 shall, with a mind somewhat reli~ved 
fl"Om that anxiety wbich one cannot help feeling when placed 
in a situation of some peril and much disadvantage, proceed 
to the [discharge of the duty I have undertaken]. . 

My Lords, such has been the fruitfulness of this country Precedent. 
. tte f . ina! h ha . ha d· for insulting m ma rs 0 cnm c arge, t t every person 6 rge lD language in 

any degree by a state prosecution has before him a variety !.~~t.~se
of precedents, according to which he may square his conduct. 
IC it should at any future time suit, or has at any past time 

YOLo II. L L 
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16 P~19S. suited,the temper and disposition of any·person charged with 
the conduct of such state proseoution to insult the feelings of 
any perlon, whose situation and attainments may have here
tofore earned him some respect with mankind-I say, that if 
such bad practice should at any remote period be attempted 
to be introduced, at least such practice would not have the 
claim of originality. Such savageness has its precedent in 
that memorable instance, the' treatment of Sir ·Walter 
Raleigh by Lord Coke, to which I will not call your 
Lordships' attention; but I will pass to the treatment by 
other persons charged with the management of state pro
seoutions, and who have conducted themEelves in that 
management in a manner very different from that which I 
take the liberty to reprobate in that great persou I men
tioned, whose talents and learning would otherwise recom
mend him to the veneration and love of mankind. 

Trialot On the trial of Bishop Atterbury, Sir Clement Wearg, 
r.~l:~~~t. who appeared at your Lordships' bar in support of that 
:Mod~ration prosecution, thought it became the dignity of his character, 
~e~tJJ:~. and his own sense of what was due, and what others felt to 

be due, to such a proseoution, to urge nothing but fair Rl'gu
ment from the evidence before him. He addressed yonr 
Lordships' predecessOl's thus:-

" It must be admitted that the reverend Prelate lias made his defence 
with the utmost foroo and beauty of eloquence, Were I capable of 
answering him in the like sort, which I own I am not, yet I should not 
think myself at liberty to do it under the present circumstances j for. 
though it may be excusable in a person on his defence to make use of 
this powerful influence of error and deceit, which always imposes on the 
l'OOSon and miilguides the judgment in proportion as it aH'ects the 
passions, yet I cannot think the same methods justifiable in 11 person 
employed to carry on a prosecution," 

Sentime~t;: My Lords, a noble Lord, once the pride and ornament of 
rJ'r:ni:n""Y the bar, as he afterwards was of that court in which he 
~~~'}~ti;~:d presided, with full splendour of talents and of virtues, for 
Lovat. more than thirty years-that noble Lord, when a Manager 

for the House of Commons in the prosecution against Lord 
Lovat, made this observation, perfectly warranted by his 
own conduct and that of all the others in joint trust with 
him upon that occasion. I will take the liberty of stating 
his Lordship's own emphatical words, at the time when he 
was making an apology for replying at aU, in a. case in which 
the defendant had called no witness:-

.. The gentlemen who manage this prosecution have, in the course of 
it, meant to do justice to their trust, in such 11 manner that the noble 
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Lord . a~ the "bar ahould feel t~e weight of truth, but not of his a.ceusers. H Pn. 1'191. 
And It 111 not to aggravate guilt or to press down the load heavier upon 
him that I am at this time commanded to speak, but to satisfy your 
Lordships now, and the world hereafter, from the nature of the evidence 
by which this a.ceuaation has been supported, why no part is attempted 
to be &D.Iwered.". 

His Lordship then proceeds-

"TheM are many circumatances which induced them"-the Commons 
-" to single out this prosecution; many circumstances of a public, 
many of a peculiar nature. I am almost tempted to mention some of 
them; but, in part, they have occurred to your Lordships in the course 
of the examination, and I refrain, lest I should drop anything that might 
tend to inllame. Everything of that sort has by everybody been care
fully avoided upon this occasion. That < Ciceronian Eloquence,' as he 
calls it, from principles of justice and humanit" has not been used against 
him. Every gentleman who has spoke in thiS trial has made it a rule to 
himself to urge nothing against the prisoner but plain facts and positive 
evidence, witllout aggravation. They have addressed themselves to your 
judgment. and not to your passiolli."t 

My Lords, I shall say nothing upon these precedents, more C?mparison 
than that these are precedents which the Managers of al!tate ::::tt~t;;e 
prosecution may, if they approve them, follow. Whether the th~e~~~!in 
defendant has, upon this occasion, felt the weight of truth triaJ. 

or of his accusers more, is certainly, a matter for the judg-
ment of your Lordships. 

1\1 y Lords, an honourable Manager" stated, and I think Prete)lce of 

with great justice of argument, that there was a great differ- t:'a~~":nt 
ence to be taken between the manner in which charges ofr:.':iredJo 
misdemeanour were to be treated and charges of more definite ~isd';! 

d 'fi . + T t t th' d t • I meanour. an speCl c crlmes.+ 0 an ex en ere IS; an ,cer am y, 
in the case of felonies and offences of a more descript and 
specific nature, there is less occasion for any terms of an 
extraordinary description to point out the crime, !inasmuch 
as the Legislature, by annexing a distinct description and 
punishment, has defined it; but it is necessary only for the 
purpose of fully explaining the crime-be it misdemeanour 
or whatever else-that is imputed to the party, to show that 
which constitutes its priucipal gravamen and tendency. No 
further is just and warrantable, in any other court, than that it 
may have merely the effector showing the tendency and mischief 

• See the Speech of Mr. Murray,Solicitor General, afterwards Earl of Mans
field, in the report of the p~ngs in the Impeachment of. Simon Lord 
!.ovat for High Treason.-Prmted in the "Complete Collection of State 
Trials,N compiled by T. B. Howell, :Esq., voL xvm.. coL 80a. 

t Printed 88 above, col. 813. 
See the Speech of Jrlr. Sheridan. 3d June, 1'188; vol. i., p. 483. 

LL2 ' 
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U FEB. I'm. of the particular act.ion. Any other coloured description of 
- the offence is,1 conceive, unnecessary, and warranted nowhere. 

In the case in which Sir Clement Wearg made the ob,ervation 
I took the liberty to mention, that was not a case of felony; 
it was a case of a bill of pains and penalties for treasonable 
misdemeanours; and if it had been, in the idea of that learned 
person, fitting for him to use that sort of aggravation, the 
occasion within the rule laid down by the honourable 
Manager, certainly, warranted that application. . 

Histolical My Lords, as it will be impossible for your Lordships, 
~f.~~s~r.n. with that degree of satisfaction which you. would wish, to 

comprehend the full extent of the various questions that are 
agitating before you, without travelling somewhat into the 
nature and history of that 'country which has been the scene 
of all these actions, good 01' bad, which are now passing in 
review before you, 1 trust I shall be permitted to occupy a 
portion of your Lordships' attention in giving a faint indeed 
and imperfect picture-a picture that will not be worked 
up with high-wrought colourings, with ideal representation!! 
of an unreal and imaginary state of things, but which will 
contain a fair, plain, candid, representation of the actual 
situation of that country, from the earliest times of which 
any notices of it have been conveyed to us by history, or by 
our own particular information as derived by actual visits to 
that country-from the earliest periods from which we have 
known it, down to the time when we may be considered now 

Bra.hmani. 
cal era. 

as holding it in the character of sovereigns. 
I . will not, certainly, carry yeur Lordships through the 

Hindu or Brahmanical era in which an honourable Manager 
wantoned at pleasure. I have had 110 opportunity of finding 
any materials respecting it, but such as are conveyed to us 
by Herodotus and other historians, who relate the situation 
in which that country was found by the companions of 
Alexander, in their visits to the northern parts of India, and 
to which, I must own, neither my diligence nor industry has 
led me. But, beyond thi!!, all is made up of dream and 
fiction,fit only to Pal!S through the Ivory Gate, at whicll I 
consign the unenvied charge to others. Those accounts we 
have had of the Brahmanical government and the Moham
medan government have been introduced with a view-at 
least its tendency has been-to place in disagreeable and 
obnoxious contrast the government of the English, since we 
have had any share in the administration of that country. 
From that lond of prejudice, by a fujr comparison and adduc-
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tion of the true materials of genuine history, I undertake to U FBB. 1792. 

relieve the public fame. -
My Lprds, we have been told)hat, neither in that country Arbitrary 

nor in any other, has there existed such a thing as arbitrary f~:.':' in 
power.- My Lords, I am at issue upon that assertion; and 1 • 

jf I do not show that that country, up to the period when, I 
will say, it was blessed by the administration of the English, 
has been the devoted seat of every thing that is detestable in 
the shape of ~isgovemment and tyranny, I claim no attention 
for an,. assertion from your Lordships. 

My Lords, I know no other traces respecting the Brahman- Condition of 

ical era than those which are comprised in a. few preliminary :!~:.:'W~. 
c.hapters of Dow's History of Hindustan. I do not think the ~~~l 
country under that administration quite so. good, nor the n 

situation of the country quite so happy, as the honourable 
Manager has represented. There is one thing occurs in the 
history of that Reriod which is curious-their division of Chronology. 

time. They divlde the history of the world into four por-
tions. That in which we live is supposed to consist of 
36,OOO . .years; and they make that portion consist of three 
fourths of falsehood and one fourth truth. How far they 
are warranted in that speculative opinion of the age in which 
we now live, your Lordships are better judges than I am. 
Butthere is one circumstance which does not square quite Sanguinary 

with the hypothesis of the honourable Manager-that that wars. 

was a sort of golden age in which the lamb and tiger laid 
down together, all peace and harmony, and that war and 
tumult were not known. Read the first page of that same 
history, and you will find wars carried on, much more bloody 
than any in our times. There is an account of some mil-
lions of men and some thousands of elephants dra,vn in 
array against each other; nnd they fight till only eight are 
left on one side and four on the other. So much for the 
bloodlessness of that period! 

Passing, therefore, over the Brahmanical era, which fur- Mohamme

nishes no support to the hypothesis of the honourable dan era. 

:Manager, let us proceed to the Mohammedan era, the foun-
dation of which was laid by [Sultan Mahmoud of Ghuzni], 
who was the first. Mohammedan that invaded it with any 
purposes of dominion i and, after eight or nine predatory 
incursions, the government at last settled in his house. It System of 

was a system, not of government, but of cruelty and rapine. ~r!? and 

• See the Speech of .Mr. Burke, vol. i., p. 76. 
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U F~1792. It had nothing but the spoliation of the miserable people, 
considered by the Mohammedans as idolators, for its object; 
it ueed the destruction of the country, the plague of the 
inhabitants and their massacre, as the means. The whole of 
that period.-..the whole period of the Ghuznian empire, and 
of the [Afghans], is but one trace of the calamity, of wruch 
the great binding causes are famine, pestilence and mas
sacres. 

Tamerlaue. 

DeniaJ of 
magnani. 
mity attri
buted to 
bimbyMr. 
Burke. 

About the beginning of the fourteenth century, I think, 
Timur Bey, or Tamerlane, as he is called, first came from 
Tartary, from whence the great and 8ucces.ful invaders of 
that empire have uniformly come; and he conducted himself, 
the honourable MlI:nager has chosen to state, upon perfectly 
different principles. He began by stipulating with the rajas 
that he would impose no poll tax on the people. He began 
by mixing his blood with the families of those rajas-ml.Lr
rying their daughterll; and the honourable Manager has 
attributed to him many other circumstances of benignity and 
gentleness, for which, I own, in any research I have been 
able to make in the history of that country, I have found no 
foundation, except in a tragedy which is played on our own 
stage. The honourable Manager, when speaking of the 
character of Tamerlane, and the .manner in which he treated 
the rajas, by marrying their daughters and stipulating not to 
lay a poll tax upon them, saY8-" These circumstances mark 
that Tamerlane, though It Tartar, was no barbarian."· My 
Lords, we are at issue upon that fact. Now I set myself to 
establish', the oontrary of that proposition. 

Quotatio!,s The first fact is in the Bibliotbeque Orientale, [where it is 
~.1l,':o~:"'ous stated that a saying is ascribed to Tamerlane-that a prince 
Prov1itugbis who wished to keep his state in peace] should always have 
erne y. h' d . . d [ h] h h IS swor lD ,motIOn; an anot er --t at a monarc was 

never safe on his throne but whilst a great deal of blood was 
shed around him-·an apothegm worthy of a barbarian.· 

The next I take from Gibbon. It is a very short, but a 
important, anecdote. .. He erected on the ruins of Bagdad 
a pyramid of ninety thousand heads." 

The next is Dow, [Hietory of Hindustan], second volume, 
page 6. After mentioning a successful battle of Tamerlane, 
the historian 8ayll,-

" The next morning he moved his camp more to the eastward, where 

• See Speech ot Mr. Burke, vol. i. p. • 
t D'Herbelot,. II Biblioth~qulI (}rientale "I Parie, folio, 1 Gl', p. 888. 
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he waa told by ~he prinOO8 and generala of hi. army that there were 140 I'BB.179!. 
above a hundred thousand prisoners in his camp, whom he had taken -
since he croued the Sind; that these unfortunate persons had, the day 
before, expreaaed great joy when they saw him attacked before the citadel. 
which rendered it extremely probable that on the day of battIe they 
would join thej, countrymen against bim. The inhuman T"unur, who 
might have found other mesne of prevention, gave orde1'8 to put all 
above the age of fifteen to the sword; so that, upon that horrid day, 
100,000 men were maa!laCl'l!d in colll blood. This barbarity, together 
with Ilia other actions of equal cruelty, gained him the name of Hillak 
Chan, or the Destroying Prince." 

Major Rennell saY8,-

.. This inhuman monster, who had credit enough with a poet of the 
present century to be brought upon the stage as a hero of great and 
distinguished qualities, obtained in Hindo08tan the title of the • De
.troying Prince.' " 

Afterwards, Major Rennell says, speaking of a. fortress 
which he had taken from us,-

.. He proceeded to the place where the Ganges issues out of the 
mountain. and to which the HindOO8 resort, in certain 8e38ODS, in vast 
numbers, to pay adorationa t~, and to purity themselves in, that sacred 
Itream. His object was the extermination of those inoft'ensive people; 
and he partly succeeded." * 

I will not pursue the horrid tale any further. I think I 
have stated enough to prove my proposition-that he was 
both Tartar and barbarian. 

I hope it will not be understood that, In adducing these 
instances of cruelty, I conceive that anyone of them is at 
all neceBSary for the purpose of vindicating any act, either of 
Mr. Hastinrrs or of any of our countrymen charged with the 
execution of powers in the East. No r my Lords; I challenge; !n~ceinof 
not only the honourable gentlemen who are opposed to me, :::ttis~ 
but all mankind to produce one well authenticated instance In.i'f:. IR 

or personal cruelty, by persons entrusted with and in the 
execution of power in India, from the beginnin~ o£ our 
history in that country to the end. _ My Lorda, it 18 not the 
character of the British nation. It is not the vice of the 
times in which we live-improved at least in dispositions of 
gentleness and mercy. It is not the truth. as vouched by 
any record or written testimony, or by the evidence of Jiving 
witneesee. 

My Lordil, after the irruption or Tamerlanc, iJllCceeded the 

... Memoir ot a Map of HilldoostaD, H by Jamee Rennell, 1788, p. 5 •• 
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14 F~792. short dynasties of [Afghan anu Hindu princes], which are the 
only ones whicli preceded the more temperate government 
[subsequent on the] invasion of the Sultan Baber; in whose 
imperial house, saving a short period of twenty-four years, 
[the dominion over India] has continued 'to the present 

Fa>:Ol'able hour. The first period of the history of India'upon which 
~[i~~~fthe the eye of philosophy can rest, with any tolerable degree of 
~ta bar satisfaction, is the long reign of Akhbar. He reigned fifty-

n, one years. The empire acquired under him, and under the 
long reign of his successor, Aurungzebe, all its form and 
consistency, and a greater extent of dominion than, perhaps, 

His ~t it ever had in any other time. He was a prince of great 
qualities. generosity, great liberality, and is, I think, by some historian, 

called the Harry the Fourth of India, who reigned about the 
same time and had many of the same virtues. Yet even this 

Hi.prac~ice prince, trained in the habits of hereditary despotism, had the 
ofassassm.... • f h' . d d d h . d tion. virtues 0 . IS generous mm corrupte, an e permltte 

himself the use of the base arLq of assassination and poison. 
There is an instance, mentioned in Dow, of a viceroy whom 
he took off by assassination. But there is told of him, by 
Terry the historian, this anecdote, equally fatal to his exist
ence and his fame :-

Turbulent 
.t.ate of the 
country, 

" Having in his hand two pills, one of a poisonous quality the other 
a salubrious one-intending one. for himself, the other for a courtier he 
meant to take off-after many soothing protestations of kindness he 
took one and induced the courtier to take the other. He himself, hy 
mistake, took that of the poisonous ingredient, which occasioned his 
death, soon after, at the city Lahore." * 

But that country did not know one year of quiet and 
peace. There was not a year of the whole fifty-one that 
Akhbar reigned that was entirely peaceful; and I think 
Major Rennell, in his Memoir, says, that this, which might 
be considered as a state of comparative ease, was a state which 
in other countries would be considered as little short of 
rebellion. t 

Government The next period upon which one can rest, as a period 
~:.~rung. in which anything in the shape of government exist!,!d in 

that country, is the long reign of Aurungzebe. But there 
' . 

.. .. A Voyage to East India, by Edward Terry, then chaplain to the Rigbt 
Honourable Sir Thomas Row, Knigbt, Lord Ambassador to the Great Mogul ;" 
London, 8vo., 1655, p. 429. 

t .. But this tranquillity would hardly be deemed such in any otber quarter 
of the world; and must therefore be understood to mean a state short of actual 
rebellion, or, at least, commotion."-RenneU's .. lIIemoir of a Map of Hindoo
stan," Introduction, p. 59. 
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intervened two reigns between Akhbar and Aurungzebe 14 FEB. 1792· 

-the reigns of J ehan Ghyr and Shah J ehan. J ehan Commotions 
Gbyr had civil wars in his time: the eldest son cut off dl!ring f 

h· d' 1 f . reIgns 0 
18 successor: lIP a contInna state 0 commotIon and Jeban 

war. In the reign of Shah Jehan, towards the close of it, ~;fh~~:an. 
and when he was too feeble to grasp his sceptre any 
longer, there were four sons in the field with all India 
embattled with them, contending for that sceptre he was no 
longer able to grasp; and he had the misery to live to have 
it wrested from him at last by the most wicked, miserable 
and subtle, of those sons, who waded to the throne through 
the blood of his three other worthier, contending, brethren. 

Now, in the reign of Aurungzebe, a prince of great talents, Absence of 

which endured for forty years, one would conceive some- ~a'dand 
thing of a system of law, the institution of something that reI'. 

would give security to property. peace and happiness to man-
kind. Not a trace of it I Your Lordships will recollect, the 
proposition of the honourable Manager was, that neither in 
India or elsewhere did there exist such a thing as arbitrary 
power. "Now I willehow that, during the whole of the period Exercise of 

of the government of Aurungzebe and Akhbar, there existed ~~~~~~ary 
nothing else! And, that I may not be misunderstood, I will . 
state what I mean by despotism and arbitrary power. I 
mea~ a situation in which the government entirely depends 
upon the discretion of the sovereign for the time being; in 
which there exists no barriers between the subject and the 
sovereign, for the purpose of defining the rights of the one 
or limiting the power of the other. That I fltate to have 
been the condition of that country, which it seems is cursed 
by being taken under the administration of the British 
nation. I confine myself to the best period of that history. 
My extracts are from towards the middle of the reign of 
Akhbar down to the close of the reign of Aurungzebe. 

The first authority I shall trouble your Lordships with is Extract 

from the travels of Mr. Terry, who went out as chaplain to t.~et~rry's 
Sir Thomas Roe, who went as ambassador to Jehan Ghyr, 
and resided in the country for some time. Mr. Terry, 
speaking of the government of that country, states it thus-

e< It is that, indeed, which is the worst of all governments, called by 
Aristotle, despotic, arbitrary, ilIimite1. tyrannical, sucb as a most severe 
master useth to servants .. not that whicn a good king administereth to 
subjects; which makes it ,'ery uncomfortable to those'that live as subjects 
there under the command of others, taller than themselves by their 
'.Iword's length, or so to be fixed in any part of the world, where no 
laws resist the sword, but that it acteth what it lists. 
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U FBB.1792. .. As in that empire, where the king measmeth his power by his sword 
or lance, in making hi. will his guide, and therefore anything lawful that 
likes him. Which carriage of his might very well become that emblem of 
illimited power, which is a sword waved by a strong arm and hand, and 
the worda • lie flOW ric jribeo,' or • thus will I have it:' and if any there 
be so far diaeontented as to make any the least question at what he doth, 
he hath a far stronger argument still in readiness than all the force of 
logic can make, and that is, very many thousands of men that are stout 
and able soldiers, whom he keeps continually in armlI and pay, that can 
make anything good which he shall please to command • 

Extract 
from Man
deMo. 

Extrad 
from T ... 
.emier. 

.. There are no laws for government kept in that empire upon record
for aught I could ever learn-to regulate governors there, in the admi
nistration of justice, but what are written in the breast of that king and 
his substitutes; and therefore they often take liberty to proceed how 
they please in furnishing the offender rather than the oll'ence-men's 
persons more than their crimee--egrotum potill8 illClm morbum." 

He afterwards adds, which is material for some other part 
of our case-

.. The Mogul sometimes, bJ his flrmauns or letters patent, will grant 
Bome particular things nnto Blllgie or divers persons, and presently after 
will contradict these grants by other letters, excusing himself thus
that he is a great and an absolute king, and therefore mnst not be tyed 
to anything. 

There ill never a subject in that empire who hath land of inheritance 
which he may call his own l but they are tenants at the will of their 
king, haying no other title to that they enjoy besides the king's fa,'our, 
which is, by far, more easily lost than gotten."· 

The next authority with which I shall trouble your Lord
ships, is Mandelslo. He attended the embassy from the 
Duke of Holstein, and travelled into Hindustan in the time 
of JeLan Ghyr. He says,-
... The authority of the Mol{Ul is so great, and his sovereignty so 
absolute, that he is master of the whole property of all his subjects. 
That is the reason why all dill'erences between them is decidable by his 
sole will and pleasure, and he disposes despotically of their li,-es and 
fortunes; which is the reMon why the greatest lords are executed at his 
mere command, and that their jagirs, their offices and their governments, 
are taken away at a word. There is no hereditary dignity in all the 
empire."t 

Tavernier 8ays,-
.. The great Mogul is surely the most ricb and powerful mon81'('b of 

Asia; the territories which he possesses being his own hereditary posses-

• .. A ,.oyage to East ludia," ete., observed by Edward Terry, 1655, 
p.369. 

t .. Voyages celebres et temarqoables, fuit. de Perse aux ludes Orientales," 
par Ie Sr. Jean Albert de llandeIslo, gentilhomme des Ambassadeurs dn Due 
de Holstein en Mo&eovie et Perse."-Traduits de l'originale par Ie Sr. de 
Wicquefort; Amsterdam, folio, 1727, p. 122. 
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lion, and being ablOlute IIllIIJtR or all the territoriea whence he receivea 140 FBB, 179ll. 
his re\'enues, For in the territoriea of this prince the great lords are -
but the royal receivers, who give an account of the king's revenues 
to tbe gonrnors of tbe provinces, and they to the chief treasurers and 
comptrollen of the exchequer."· 

Bernier, an historian of unquestionable credit, says,- Extract 
from Ber. 

"All the lands of . tbe kingdom being of the emperor's property nier, 
are given [as pensions, under the name of jagirs, to his military 
followers], &c,"t 

Catrou, who is a translator of Manouchi, who resided From' 

forty-eight Y,ean in Hindustan, and, of course, had !U5 good Catrou. 

an opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of the nature of 
the government there-more indeed than-any other person 
coulll have, says,-

"['Tis knoWn that the extent of the imperial demesnes is equal to 
that of the territoriea of the empire. The Mogol is the only proprietor 
of all tbe real estate. in his dominions, and only heir to his subjects."U 

He eays afterwards,-
" [We have little to sa, as to the kind of government and policy esta

blished by tbe Mogols In the Indies. Certainly notbing can be more 
limple tban tbe IIpringa by wbicb tbis great macbine is set in motion. 
The emperor alone is the 8Ou1 of it. His jurisdiction being 88 entire as 
hi. demeanes, the whole authority residea in his person alone, and, pro
perly speaking, there is only one master in Indostim. All the rest are 
rather to be looked on as slaves than subjects."]§ 

Ogilby states that,-
.. All the ground and land of the whole country i. the king's own, 

80 that no man possesses a foot of land but through his favor. The 
king gives to each of his commanders and grandeea tbat are in his 
country certain lands, nordshipa and re\'enues, for which they are obliged 
(excepting only one third, wbich is the king'a) to maintain a certain 
number of soldiers, as well in time of peace as war, as also lome 
elephants, horlies, camels, and leopards. 

" When a nobleman dies, all hiS goods, not only what was given him 
by the king, but also what he purchased himself, falls to the Mogul, 
wbo commonlyleavea his widow the horsel and household stull', and 
gives to the children some place of note; for, if a father commanded 
over a thousand horse, he will make tbe son commander over fifteen 

• Tavemier'." Travela in India," book ii, cbap. I.-Printed in English, in 
the .. Collection of Travels thro' Turkey into Persia ;" folio, II vola., 1684. 

t A long extrac\ W&I bere introdnced from tbe .. Lettre de l'Etendue de 
l'Hindoustan," etc., appended to tbe second volume of the .. Evenemens parti
culiers, on ce qui 8'88\ passe de plus considerable apres ]a Gnerre cepen· 
dant cinq IDS, dans les Etats dn Grand Mogal," par F. Bernier, 1670, p. 255. 

: .. The General History of the Mogol Empire," extracted from the 
II Memoirs of M. Manoncbi," a Venetian, by F. E. Catron, 8vo., London, 1709, 
po 348. 

§ Ibid., p. 360. 

FromOgil. 
by's "'Aaia.U 
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U FEB. 17D2. hundred, and afterwards increase or decrease his number, according to 
- his deserts."]* . 

My Lords, that it may Dot be supposed that I have made 
a partial !!eleclion from the historians of these periodd, for 
the purpose of this cause, I will quote the words of the Pre

g~on. sident Montesquieu, acting upon all this information expanded 
tcsquicu. before him, who states tile government of the East thus :-

"The people of Asia"-says the President-" are governed by the 
cudgel, and the inhabitants of Tarta~ by whips. The spirit of Europe 
has always been contrary to r severity? J, and, in all times, what the people 
of Asia have called a punis1iment, the people of Europe have called an 
outrage."t 

~rr~~:on I trust that these historical documents, and the last author
~~~r ~ I ity I have quoted, are completely sufficient to establish, in 

n IS nl e. point of historical truth, tbat the government of Asia, before 
it was supplanted by the free government of Britain, was a 
government of misrule,' producing no one benefit to the 
governed, but every species of vexation, cruelty, and 
oppression. 

During the reign of A urungzebe, the charge of that part 
t~::,~~i~tr:: of India, which now belongs, to the British, namely, the 
'lt~ by.Jallier provinces of Bengal and Behar, and, indeed, that of Orissa 

all. -for at that time it was under the management of the same 
subahdar-was under the charge of Jaffier Khan. That per
son has been extolled for his extraordinary wise manage
ment lind conduct in the management of these provinces, 
umler Aurungzebe, aud particularly in the very curious 
narrative for which the public are indebted to the transla
tion of Gladwin. He is described as a. person who pro
moted the glory, the good and happiness, of mankind in an 
extraordinary dewee. 

Now let us look to the situation of the persons under tllis 
government, and see whether it is possible men could be 
happy, so governed. Speaking of the manner in which he 
collected the revenue it is said that,-

Extract .. On the last day of the month he exacted from the kllalseh, [the 
~~ ~:;.. jagers, the khassneveesee, the behleh, and bujootats, the amonnt due, to the 
t ive. uttermost dam. Until the monthly instalments were }laid into the royal 

treasury, he would not suffer anYbody to be at rest. He lJUt strict mo
hisseels over the mutesuddies, aumils, canoongoes. and their officers, 
and confining them in the cutcherrr or in the dewan khaneh of Ch~ 
helsetoon, where they were refused VictUalS and drink, and not suffered 

• "Asia," by John Ogilby; folio, 1673, p. 163. 
t Montesquieu," }~sprit des Lob: ;" book xvii. cbap. 5.-English translation, 

"vols. Bvo., 1777. 
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to perf'om the other necessary calls of nature. Hircarrahs were also 14 FEa. 179Z 
employed to discover if any of the mohisseels were bribed to allow them 
even a drop of water, and they were sometimes kept in this manner so 
many day. .. to be brought to the point of death, and reduced to skin 
and bone. Ir their servants brought them any sustenance, with the con-
nivance of the mohisscels, if discovered, they were seized by the hir-
camhi and se\'erely punished. To these severities were added the 
cruelties of Nazir Ahmed. He used to suspend the zemindars by the 
heels, and ariel' rubbing the soles of their feet with a hard brick, 
bastinado them with a switch. In the winter he would order them to 
be stripped naked and sprinkled with water. And he also used to ha\'e 
them flogged till they consented to pay the money . 

.. Moorshed Kuly Khan employed none but Bengally Hindoos in the 
collection of the revenues, because they are most easily compelled by 
punishment to discover their malpractices; and nothing is to be appre
hended from their pusillanimity. When he discovered that an aurnil 
or zemindar had dissipated the re\'euues, and then, falling in balance, 
waa unable to make good the deficiency, he compelled the offender, his 
wife and children], to tum Mahometans."· 

My Lords, I will not pursue these details any further, 
but I will use the language ot' a most eloquent and able 
writer, when he sayp,-

" I find myself unable to manage them with decorum. These details 
are of a species of horror so nauseous and disgusting, so degrading to 
the sufferer and to the hearer, so humiliating to human nature itself, 
that. on better thoughts, I find it more advisable to throw a veil over 
this hideous object. and to leave it to your own conceptions." 

I have stated what was the actual condition of this coun- ~~t\\':'~:~ 
try under J affier Khan; in what manner he administered . 
the revenue. The whole of his character is summed up in 
a rigid exaction of the revenue, in a merciless and undi~
tinguishing punishment upon all offenders, and a 'zea1ous, 
persecuting, attachment to the faith of Mohammed. 

You shall now have the terms in which the character of 
this man, the author or so much misery and unhappiness to 
the persons who lived under his rule, is summed up by the 
person whose narrative Gladwin has translated. He says,-

« Since the time of Shayisteh Khan, there haa not appeared in Bengal, 
nor indeed in any part of Hindostsn, [an aumeer who could be compared 
with J alfer Khan for zeal in the propagation of the faith; for wisdom in 
the establishment of laws and regulations; for munificence and liberality 
in the encouragement and support given to men of family and eminence; 
for rigid and impartial justice in redressing wrongs and punishing 
offenders; in short, whose whole administration so much tended to the 
benefit of mankind, and the glory of t~e Creator."]t 

• "A Narrative of the Transactions in Bengal," etc.-Translated Crom the 
original Persian by Thomas Gladwin, Esq.; Calcutta, 8vo., 1788, p. 59. 

t Ibid., p. 109. 
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140 PBB. nil!. This is the comment made by an Asiatic subject on that 
Arbitrary sort of government I have been describing. If this be not 
Fm~illus. the sort of thing which in ordinary speech we understaud-

if we understand anything-by arbitrary power, misgovern~ 
ment, cruelty, tyranny, I am at a loss to find the prototype 
of these words. 

Condition of This then was the condition in which the government of 
the English thO try ad·' d h . d . h h E Ii h settlemt:nt IS coun was mlDlstere at t e perlo w en t e ng s 
~~ l~~:e were first introduced into it as merchants, or nearly about 
zehe. that period, for their trade was but in its infancy in the reign 
Destruction of A Ul'ungzebe. They had a factory at Hooghly, not far 
~~h:c, f~. from Calcutta, and which, by some accident, during the time 
cutta. that Job Charnock was the chief of that factory, and admin-

istered the English concerns in that part of the world, 
sunk into the river at midday. They applied for leave to 
rebuild it and were about to build it, when, either that the 
elevation of its terrace above the windows of some of their 
neighbours gave offence or [from some other cause,. complaints 
were. made of the encroachments of the English, which oper
ated so £'1r with Jaffier Khan. that he prohibited any further 
progress in the construction of the new factory]. The 
builders left their work, the factory was obliged to be dis-

lIAlmoval to continued, and Charnock put his whole establishment aboard 
::::~e?'" ships and sailed to the coast of Coromande1. It happened, at 

the time he arrived there, Aurungzebe was engaged in a war 
[with the Mahrattas]. Their ships furnished a convenient 
supply of corn. He gave them the first pharman by which 
they had any regular establishment in the country of India; 

Plllmnan he gave them a pharman exempting them from the duty of 
'1~~~t, two and a half per cent. [collected at the port of . Hooghly 

. from the ships of the English Company.]· Thus fortified 
by the protection and countenance of the Emperor, they re

lIAltum to turned to Bengal. J affier Khan was conciliated by some 
Calcutta. presents, very wisely administered to him. He was induced 

to tolerate this settlement. They fixed themselves at Col-
cutta; and he !''Peaks of the English and the manner in which 
they throve, and grew in some respects to the greatness which 
they afterwards attained, in these terms-

" The mild and equitable conduct of the English in their Dew settle
ment gained them l the confidence and esteem of the Datives; which, 
joined to the consideration of the privileges and immunities which the 
Company enjoyed, induced numbers to remove thither with their families; 

... A N8l'I'Iltive or the Transactions in Bengal.N~Trans1ated from the 
original Persian by Francis Gladwin, Esq.; 8vo., Calcutta, 1788, p. 82. 
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10 that in • Bhort time Calcutta became] an ntenBive and populous I' PEB. 1'T9S. 
city."· 

Dy these peaceable and inoffensive acts did the servants 
of the Company first lay the foundation of their political 
greatne88. Dut the more full and perfect establishment of Grant from 

the Company was obtained afterwards, by a grant from the ~~.::=.r 
Emperor Farouksir, which was obtained for us by the sin-
gular disinterestedness of an English gentleman, of the name 
of Hamilton, who was a surgeon at the factory of Calcuttlt. 
Having had the good fortune to save the life of that Emperor, 
who was then afBicted with a dangerous disorder, the 
Emperor granted him liberty to flsk what he would, and pro-
milled him the performance of his wish. With il liberal and 
disinterested patriotism, he asked for the Company that 
phannan under which they enjoyed the right of free trade, 
which they exercised in India continually, up to the time of 
their acquiring the diwani. 

Aurungzebe was succeeded by his son, Behadar Shah. SnOl'A!8Sion 

But he did not sent himself quietly upon the throne of his st~~ 
father, for he W:1.8 obliged to contend for the empire with two 
brothers;" with the only one of whom who had any probable 
means of contending for the empire he with great generosity 
offered to share it, for the purpose of saving the effusion of 
human blood. He had the virtue to weep over the head of 
that brothcr, when presented to him in triumph. He forbad 
the march of victory to be beaten or the songs of triumph to 
be BOunded. My Lords, this prince was too worthy to reign 
long in that country. He was taken off, in, I believe, the 
course of four or five years, by poison, and left the Eastern 
world to be fought for by four sovereigns, all of them sue
cCllllively the puppets eet up and played off against one 
another by a monlltel of iniquity, ZufFelik Khan-Amilen 
Omrah he is sometimes called-and, at last, he reserved the 
most worthless of them all as the fittest tool for his purposes. 
That prince was Jehander Shah, who degraded the throne lehander 

of Delhi with brutish and low vices, and let in the view =~ies. 
of mankind upon pleasures and disorders which all the 
more decent descendants of Timur had hitherto secluded 
nnd shut out from the view of mankind. This mon-
ster exhibited in the streets of Delhi Bcenes that were fit 
for the times of Heliogabalus and Caracalla. The world 
(loon grew sick of this monster and his protector. Two other 

• Glad",ill's"Government of Bengal," p. 88. 
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tHBB.179$. chiefs of the empire who undertook the business of king
Succession making-for they set up four or five puppets afterwards
ofempcrors·set aside this Jehander Shah and raised Farouksir, who 

was afterwards himself blinded and deposed - and in 
his room, from the year 1713 to tile year 1717, when Mo
hammed Shah was placed on the musnud by the Sikhs-that 
unfortunate prince, in whose. reign the empire of the Moguls 
crumbled to pieces-there were two other princes set up, 
whose names are hardly worth mentioning. These princes 
reigned for about a year, and then :Mohammed Shah was 
placed upou the musnud by t~e Sikhs, who did enjoy that 
empire during a long but, ~ it· eventually proved, a most 
calamitous reign; for he was doomed to see the downfall of 
his house and empire-to see a very considerable dependant 
of that empire, upon the invasion of Nadir Shah, raising 
himself into the condition of an independent power upon his 
ruins. 

W~"sn~ The invasiori of Nadir Shah was an invasion more bloody 
. than any except that of Tamerlane-who has been the hero 

His of romance in modem plays. It was more mischievous to 
cruelties. mankind, more cruel and brutal, than any, except that inva

sion. He describes his own character; and how far any 
government for a time under his protection and of his raising 
could answer the purpose of happiness or of reasonable and 
comfortable rule, we may collect from his answer to a dar
wesh, who asked him his object upon his entry into India. 
The darwesh ad~ressed him thus-" If thou art a god act as 
a god. If thou art a king make the people happy and do not. 
destroy them. If thou art a prophet lead us in the way of 
sal vation." Nadir Shah, who knew the commission on which 
he came-that it had none of those objects corrcsponding 
with or promoting the happiness of mankind-answered him 
thus-" I am not a god to act as a god, nor a king to make 
the people happy, nor a prophet to lead you in the way of 
salvation; but I am he whom God sends to the nations whom 
he has determined to visit with his wrath !" This which was 
said by Nadir Shah is, in effect, the character of the whole 
government of India, from the earliest periods from which it 
cnn be historically traced. 

I was stating that the empire had crumbled to pieces, upon 
a rude attack which it had received from Nadir Shah; but, 
before that time, the empire had exhibited some not un

The lIIah. equivocal symptoms of decay. A new power had started 
rattas. up upon the banks of the [Kistnah]-the :Mahrattas, a nation 



Speeclt of Alr. Law. 545 

confined within very narrow limits, occupying at the largest UPBB.179S. 

extent only the kingdom of Bijapoor, had extended them- -
selves greatly along the western coast of India from Goa to 
Surat. This extent they attained in the reign of one who is 
called their founder, Sevaji. Sevaji, the founder of this 
Mahrlltta empire, died but in ] 680. 

I should apprise your Lordships that, in stating somewhat 
~f this, I wish to encounter an argument which was adduced 
by the honourable Managers, and has often been urged, that 
we supplanted some old, established, prescriptive, form of 
government in that quarter of the globe. No such thingl 
Every government with which we were united, or with which 
we clashed, was itself a crude supersession of some form of 
government, itself not a very ancient usurpation upon the 
preceding. The founder of the Mahratta government died 
in 1680, in the reign of Aurungzebe. The last effective 
Raja of this house died in 1740. So that, between the death 
of the first founder of that empire and the last, there passed 
but an interval of sixty years. 

Towards the close of the reign of Sevaji, when he became Bn1~ 
infirm and unequal to the offices of government, two officers, ~:r.!:~he 
the Peshwa and the [Pirti Nidhi], appropriated to themselves empire. 

nry considerable parts of his dominions, amI acquired to 
themselves by encroachment a very considerable part of the 
doniinions of their neighbours. The Peshwll. was able to 
transmit, in hereditary succe&ion, Ilis own anthority in the 
country about Poonab. He transmitted his own acquired 
and usurped power to his descendants j and in that wayan 
authority only acquired in the year 1740, but sixteen years 
older than the English power in India, is the most ancient; 
for the Mahratta is the most ancient of all the powers that 
claim empire in that quarter of the globe. The Buxar Raja 
witb several other chids of the Mahratta nations, desc~nding 
from the· mountains with vast and irresistible bodies of 
e.avalry, appropriated to themselves large proportions of the 
territorie;;; [of the Mogul, and established themselves in] the 
north and north-eastern countries of [the empire] This was 
all about the. period of the year 1740. The consolidated 
empire, if I may so call it, of the :Mahrattas was dissolved, ~~~ 
and several subsequent states rose upon its ruins about the ~eJllo 
.' p~ 

snme penod. 
After the shock of Nadir Shah, the subahdar of Oude set ~~~ 

lip for bimsclf, and transmitted an hereditary dominion tQ ~v8"'.J.meJlta 
his son-in-In,,", Sufdar Jung, and from him to Suja-ud-Dowla 'Arco't:tc. 

,'OL II. M M 
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IHlID.179S, and the present Nawab of Oude. The Nawab of Arcot and 
the Nizam of the . Deccan were also setting up about this 
period; so that, modem as our empire is conceived to be, 
it is within sixteen years of the oldest that exists, with prac-
tical effect and power, at this moment. -

~nt es- I will not mention other empires still more modern
~~tf,~ent the Sikhs, th~ Jats, the Rohillas. Our empire is not 
states. more than sixteen years younger than the oldest of them; 

but it is more intitled to reverence than any antiquity of 
empire can be, by the benignity with which its government is 
administered and the happiness which its subjects enjoy 
under it. -

Defeat of the It was not, I think, till the year 1761, that the Mahrattas 
~~:hr:ttas received a blow which disabled them, or had deterred them, 
an~~lUDmed- at least, from acting with any considerable joint effect for 

the purpose of extending their empire. At that period there 
was a contest between ,the Mohammedan power and the 
Hindu, whether the iuler.s of that part of Asia shouid in 
future be of the one race or the other. At that time a battle 
was fought, called the battle of Panipat, in which Abdallah, 
who was another prince who took possession of part of the 
dismembered kingdom of the Mogul empire, at the head of 
all the Mohammedan interest, gave battle to the whole force 
of the Hindustani powers in India; 200,000 Mahrattas, on 

~st~n~is~- that day, fell before the power of the Mohammedans. In 
~I\j~~d-" 0 that battle, the most brilliant success was occasioned by 
Dowla. the exertions of our vanquished enemy, as he was afterwards, 

IlltrodllC
tionof the 
English 
power. 

and, as he subsequently became, our conciliated, our firm 
and attached, friend, Suja-ud-Dowla. His gallantry in the 
business of that day gained the victory for the Mohammedan 
name; and, from that period, the Mahrattas who were prin
cipally engaged have not raised their. head, either for the 
purpose of extending their empire or of any formidable 
resistance. 

My Lords, I will now state the manner in which the 
English power was introduced into that country. And, my 
Lords, it was not an object to which their ambition was 
directed; it was not an object in which they were the 
aggressors in any hostilities committed; but, upon the death 
of Aliverdi Khan-that usurper, who had torn the sceptre 
from the hand of his unsuspecting and bountiful prince-the 
empire was transmitted to Suraj-ud-Dowla; and Suraj-ud-

Attack on Dowla, as the first measure of his government, conceiving it 
-~ had settlement important either to his strength or to his avarice, whic h 
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been inflamed by exorbitant accounts given of the wealth of If PlIB.179!. 

the British nation and of the merchants at Calcutta. [endea- by Suraj-ud

voured] to exterminate the British force in India. I know some Dowla. 

accounts have been given of some supposed means of offence, 
namely, the protection that was extended to an obnoxious 
subject, of the name of Kissindass. This and other such like 
grounds have been urged as exciting the attack, in the year 
1756, upon the British settlement. But they can furnish no 
excuse for that wanton and cruel aggression, inasmuch as 
every pri vilege and immunity of the British nation was laid 
at his feet before the period when he thought proper to set 
out upon the cruel business of the extermination. Mr. Watts 
ceded to him the farman of Faronksir; and the English, at 
the time he chose t.o attack Calcutta, were perfectly an un
privileged, unprotected, race, and had no other claims than 
upon his mercy and clemency. If they had claims upon his 
mercy and clemency, they had claims which would not Cruelt!es 

stand them in stead. He took that town, and, though I ~~i.::-.ted 
will· not impute to him as blame all the cruelties which 
happened upon that capture-though I will not charge him 
with immuring the members of that factory in a place in
adequate to sustain them-the place popularly known by 
the name of the" Black hole"-though I will not impute 
to him that intention, yet he heard the news of their 
dreadful fate with indifference; he did not mitigate the 
sufferings of the survivors, but enhanced them by every 
cruelty in his power. He drove them from Calcutta, to 
take refuge on board the King's ships lying at [Fulta J. 
There, amidst pestilential damps, diseases, want and filth of 
every kind, they drew out a miserable existence, envying 
the happier fate of their countrymen, who had expired a few 
months before in the prison I have been mentioning. There Subsequ('nt 

were the wretched remains of this colony of the English ~h~::. 
found by Colonel Clive and Admiral Watson, upon their under live. 

arrival, in December, 1'156; What they did in arms, my 
Lords, was an act of self-defence, and absolutely necessary 
to their own preservation from the extermination that was 
meditated, and of which intention they had had such pregnant 
and such painful proofs. They did what became them upon 
that occasion. They received a reinforcement of that strength 
and of that skill which enabled them, having English hearts 
in their bosoms, to meet the multitudes that opposed them. 
In that struggle of self-defence they achieved, without having 
it for their object, that empire that we have at this moment. 

MH2 
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U FBB.1792. -And let it not be said, as it has b~en by men of great 
Vindi~tion eloquence, by well-intentioned and honourable persons, that 
~[.,!~nb"; this was an empire wrested in blood from those people to 
:~ll:h con- whom God and nature had given it. Had God and nature 

es • given empire to the cruel, treacherous, Aliverdi Khan? 

Theirwil
Iingl\eBS t<l 
treat with 
~~~,;,Ud-

Had God and nature given empire to SW'aj-ud-Dowla? No, 
my Lords, God and nature give power to those to whom 
they attribute t.he adequate means and just occasions of 
acquiring it. God and nature had given us the means of 
acquiring it, for they gave us my Lord Clive; they had 

- given us a just occasion of acquiring it, for they had placed 
us in a situation of defending ourselves against extirpation 
and destruction. I do, therefore, say that that empire was 
founded upon as just a cause, that the war was undertaken 
upon as necessary self-defence, upon as just ground of pro-
vocation, as ever impelled the use.of arms upon any occasion 
whatever. Yet the British nation did not want to pull down 
ihis throne of crude usurpation. As it was, they entered 
into treaties with Suraj-ud-Dowla, until tlley found no faith 
could be kept with him-that he was equally cowardly and 
faithless. Then only they determined to accomplish that 
purpose in which their safety could alone consist. Upon 

Extractfrom this subject of his treachery I will read an extract from 
Mr. Strat- M S 'I h h d . f ton's letters. r. tratton setters, w 0 states t c etectlOn 0 a cor-

respondence with the French. At the very time that he 
was signing an amicable t.reaty with us, he was treating with 
the French for aid to extirpate us. 

Mr. Stratton says,-' 
" All our suspicions of the perfidiousness of SuruJah Dowlah pro"ed 

well founded, for we found in his secretaries' hands copies of letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to come down immediately for that he was determined to full upon the 
English."* 

The native My Lords, the occasion, and our mutual necessities at this 
government. I.' d .. b I B··h . .J preserved time, lorme a negotmtIon etween t le ntis nahon anll 
j~~":r:'ir Mir Jaffier. However, we derived no effective assistance 

from him, for he hung aloof in the action of that day, and 
evidently waited either to hail ttS as victors or to crush us if 
vanquished. So much and to that extent is the obligation 
which the English nation haye to :Mil' Jaffier for their intro
duction into that country I However, it seemed wise, and 
wise it unque<>tiollably was, in the then situation of affairs, 

_. No copy of the letter here quoted has been found. 
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for Colonel Clive to continue that form of government,lU'BlLl792.. 
which had obtained in the ~untry, to which their prejudices -
had in some measure attached At least, he thought it not 
wise immediately to aSsert, on the part of the Company and 
the British nation, a claim to empire, as immediately acquired 
by their own sword. He, therefore, determined upon sus-
taining, in the pereon of Mir J affier, the country govern-
ment, as it had been adminietered in the time of Suja-ud-
Dowla and the antecedent [princes]. The event of that day, 
the battle of Plassey, was such as reflected eternal honour 
upon our arms; and, for all rcal purposes of dominion, 
effectually vested in the British nation the government of 
that country; making us responsible for it to all other powers, 
who considered us as at the head of it, and obliging us to 
take under our charge and protection the interest of that 
prince whom we chose to set upon the mUb-oud. 

The treaty made at that time with Mir Jaffier certainly Treatyar:

did not sufficiently pronde for the British interests. There lfuTaIIi-:~ 
was, I think, a large sum allowed to the Company, as an 
indemnification for their expenses, and Mir Jaffier engaged 
to be at.'the charge of the mamtenanc.e of aU the troops while 
in the field; but, except they were in the field, this treaty 
made no provision, and; therefore, as Mir J afficr wanted to 
elude everything that was burdensome, it was not his 
busillc.."S to call the troops into the field, but to saddle 
the Company with the constant maintenance of the force 
which they must necessarily keep up for their mutual pre
servation; he contributing as little as he possibly could to 
the fund nece~sary for the maintenance of that forc-e. His His bsch· 

condnct with respect to that-his treacherous conduct in :"nd~ci. 
negotiating with the Dutch-for he began a negotiation 
with them for the introduction of their power from Batavia, 
for the purpose of a Eort of counterpoise to the power of the 
British-his negotiations with the Shah Zada, the eldest son 
of the Emperor, then han"ooing with a considerable force 
upon the skirts of the province of Behar-all were of a 
nature extremely inimical to the interests of Great Britain : 
and, more than all, his improvident expenses, which disabled 
him, n.nd his negligence, which made him indifferent, to supply 
tbe forces with that pay which was necessary, in order to 
keep British forces in the field, brought on a crisis in our 
favour, in which ·it became necessary to consider whether 
that large proportion of power wnich had been entrusted 
with Mir Jaffier, with a view certainly, in the persons who 
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140 FEB. 1'1\)a. entrusted him with it, to the promotion of the British 
interest, could, with a view to the same interest, be safely 
there left. 

Sudden About that time, when the English troops were in the 
g:t:.~~orson field, in order to resist .any attack that might be made by the 
or ~her~"" Shah Zada upon the province of Behar, when they were in 
;:J. o 

ell- the field under Colonel Caillaud, an- event happened which, 
Insinuations I own, I always conceived had happened in the ordi
~~tr~~~':J.g~: nary course of natural events, until I heard it insinuated, by 
1Ilr. Burke. the honourable Manager" who opened this prosecution, that 

it was ascribable to human means, and with more amazement 
heard it insinuated that it was ascribable to British means 
-that it was ascribable to the .commander representing the 
British nation then in the field; and, by a wicked commu
nion in that crime, the honourable gentleman beside me was 
in some sort glanced ~t., . I had not conceived that there had 
existed in any hum~~mind a suspicion that an event, so 
purely the result of natural causes, was attributable to any 
other. However, it has pleased the honourable Manager to 
state that this happened under circumstances which made it 
impossible that it should have been the result of natural 
causes, but that it must necessarily have been produced and 

Account of 
lIliram. 

occasioned by human wickedness. 
I do not know whether I have before stated or sufficiently 

introduced it to your Lordships who this Miran was. He was 
the eldest son of the N awab of Bengal, Mir J affier, and called 
the future Nawab. Hewas at that time in the field with his . 
father's troops, extremely popular with those troops, and, as 
suggested by the honourable Manager, a sort of bar to the then 
rising pretensions of Cossim Ali [It was further suggested] 
that it was convenient that such a bar as an adult son opposed 
to the ambition of an intriguing usurper should be removed out 
of the way, and that he was removed out of the way by 

Mr. ~ur!<e's other than the intervention of natural causes. The language 
~Fshr;':t~rh. of the honourable Manager was-" Miran lying asleep in 

• his tent, suddenly, without anyone's knowing it--without 
any alarm or menace in the heavens ever being heard or 
mentioned, without anyone whatever being hurt or alarmed 
in the camp, is killed by a flash of lightning." After that, 
Mr. Lushington, who was at that time interpreter with Colonel 
Caillaud, is described as coming in "with his hair erect" to 
tell the General a piece of news " which was shortly after to 

.. See the Speech of Mr. Burke in opening the prosecution, vol. i. p. 60. 
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give him so much pleasure." These are, I believe, correctly 14J FBB.1792. 

the terms in which what I was observing upon was stated. -
Now is that historically true? There are many gentlemen 

in this country who were in the camp of Miran on the night 
of his death, who remember that, so far from its being a 
night when there was no alarm or menace in the heavens, 
it was a night of the most tempestuous horror that, in all the 
time that they were in India, where scenes ,of that sort are 
more frequent than in this more temperate climate, they ever 
remembered. I have endeavoured to find whether there be 
any kind of suggestion or hint, near or more remote, that 
should have raised the suspicion which seems to have tainted 
the honourable mind of the right honourable Manager. I am t:;~~~~ltf 
sure it must be somewhere, because he has a mind that th S\eid 

would not cherish such kind of suspicions without cause, H~s:: 
My Lords, I can find it nowhere! But I do find a single Khan. 

historical account of the accident, in a work which has 
been but lately translated and published, and of which I 
have a better translation than that in print-the work of 
[Seid . Gholam] Hussein Khan. He is a writer of no 
mean description nor meanly descended; he is himself 
a considerable jagirdar, a gentleman of great respect for 
decency of manners and character, very well known, I 
believe, to a great number of persons in this. country, and, 
what is more, he had the means of knowing the fact which 
he relates, for his father was the minister of the Shah Zada at 
the time the Shah Zada was in the field against us, and at 
the time Miran was killed by lightning. I will read to your 
Lordships the way in which he states it-and you will see 
he is a great believer in predestination. 

"As it was the commencement of the rains, and the intention of 
the Creator of all things was bent on vengeance for the deeds of 
Miran "-

Probably he points to the story of Miran having killed 
Suraj-ud-Dowla; for there is a popular tradition, I do not 
know whether founded or no, that he occasioned immediately 
the death of Suraj-ud-Dowla, for fear his father, who was 
more merciful, might have leaned to compassion and saved 
his life after the battle of [Plassey]. 

[" The rainy season had set in with its usual fury; and, at the 
beginning of the night there fell such a violent storm of rain as obscured 
the world from Miran and his flatterers, and turned the luminous days 
of his life and prosperity into utter darkness and everlasting obscurity. 
It was now ten o'clock at night; but, the rain continuing with um-emitting .. 
violence, he had already dismissed two or three of his favourites, such as 
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14 FEB. 1792. Seyd Mahmed-ghan and Himmet-ghan two men who were his inti-
- mates and always with him. Half an.hour after, Miran observing that 

the storm and. rain increased in violence quitted the spacious tent in 
which he then was, and went into' one smaller and safer; one of those 
called delir-ghani-)Jalls, or tents, which are much lower and much closer 
to the ground, and 'likewise made fast by a greater number of iron pins. 
As he intended to pass the night there, one of his two or three favourite 
women which always followed him, wherever he went, presented herself 
at the foot of his bed, together with a story-teller and another servant, 
whose office was to chuppy his limbs, as it is termed in Inilia. But as 
that woman's last hour was not yet arrived, she was dismissed, and the 
servant entering immediately fell a handling his feet and legs, whilst the 
story-teller commenced his narrath·c to lull him asleep. God knows 
whether Miran really fell asleep, or whether he only waited for the 
angel of death with his eyes open ~ this much is certain, that at that 
very moment a threatening thunder rent the' air with a dreadful crash, 
all(, ;'~,e lightening of revenge and retribution, rushing down from the 
clouds upon his gcilty head deprived him of a life which he so little 
deserved. He was found dead, just as he was upon his bed, without any 
motion at all having preceded his dissolution. Thus did he fall a sacrifice 
to the Divine vengeance. The flame that had burned that odious man 
communicated itself to the servant and to· the story-teller, and burned to 
ashes the rising plants of the existence of those two persons. 

Prejudices 
concerning 
the charac
ter of the 
English 
(IOvernment 
mlndia. 

• 

, Beware of a bad man's company, beware: 
Preserve us from that, 0 God, as from the. fire of hell.' 

The rain and storm having ceased, after some time, the servants that 
watched without, and whose turn it was to relieve the two others that 
were on duty, came into the tent, and found Miran, with those two 
unfortunate youths, plunged in the endless sleep of annihilation; and 
although such a sight did much surprise and frighten them, they 
recollected their minds enough to awaken some officers and some other 
I)ersons, without tumult and without noise. These getting silently into 
the tent examined the body, and found that it had no fewer than five or 

. six holes on tbe head, with six or seven 'streaks on the belly and back; 
and these looked like so many strokes inflicted by an angry whip. On 
the sabre which was close to his pillow, they iliscovered two or three 
holes, where the metal seemed to have run; but the wood of his bed 
to\\'8.l'ds his head was entirely rotten."] * 

I do not conceive that I have wasted your Lordships' 
time in stating this fact. It is by no means immaterial; nor 
will it be an immaterial result of this. trial, if many of the 
prejudices which have been entertained by many honourable 
and good persons upon the subject of our affairs in India, 
and the manner in which our government has. been admi-
nistered-the manner in which we have comported ourselves 
to some of the native princes and persons of the first conse
quence in that cQuntry-shall be a little better considered, 
and the cloud of misrepresentation removed; 

,. "The Seir Mutagberin ; or, View of Modern Times:" translated from the 
Persian of Seid-Gholam-Hossein·Khan.--Calcutta, 3 vols. 4to., 1789; vol. ii., 
p.126. 
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It was not the interest-and measure it by that-of 14 FEB. 1792. 

Colonel Caillaud-God forbid that such a suspicion should 
for a moment glance at him, even hypothetically as I state 
it-but it was not the interest of him or the British nation 
that Miran should be taken off. For, so much attached to 
him were the people under him, that it was absolutely neces
sary to mal'Ch his palanquin, seven days together, at the 
head of MiS tl'OOpS, to avoid mutiny, and to march them from 
thc enemy against which they were advancing. . 

There is another story, somewhat similar, that occurs about 'rhc story of 
. d h' h h h bl MId thehree the same perlO , w lC t e onoura e anager re ate to Seal". 

your Lordships, and of which, therefore, I conceive that I 
am at liberty to give the fair counter-representation. It is 
called the story of the Three Seals;* in which Colonel Cail-
laud was attempted to be implicated and, through him, 
Mr. Hastings, who was at that time attending Mil' J affier, 
employed at the Durbar, on the part of the East India 
Company. The story as related is this :-

At that time, the Shah Zada, as I stated, was in arms 
and n~ar us. Mir Jaffier, apprehensive from some COITe- Pretended 

spondence which either had been carried on, or was conceived ~~~~duro. 
to have been carried on between Mr Holwell the tem- Col. ~a!llau(l , , ., for selzmg 
porary Governor, and the Shah Zada, in virtue of these ~~hah 
suspicions, wished to make a trial of the good faith of Colonel . 
Caillaud, and to know to what extent, if to any, he was 
implicated in any such proceedings ·01' conspiracy. He 
therefore induced [ChuckanJ, a man who is stated to have 
been of very infamous character, to fabricate this story of 
this letter. He produces a letter as if coming from a person 
of the name of Conderoy, who was the seryant of Camgar 
Khan, II. person of principal trust about the Shah Zada, In 
this let~er, he is supposed to state that he will deliver up the 
person 0; the Shah Zada, alive or dead, upon receiving an 
assurance from the Nawab, countersigned, I believe it was 
to be, on the part of the English, for the payment of a lac of 
I'upees. :01' achieving this mischief. • 

Coloncl Caillaud, knowing perfectly, as everybody did, Ass(jnt"g ~7 
when it was produced, through the medil).m through which l'lud~' al

it wa.s produced, that it was a mean and shallow contrivancc 
of the Nawab-conceiving it to be, what it was, a mere 
experimental fiction- did put his name to this paper, and 
everybody gave Colonel Caillaud c!'edit for the integrity of 

See the Speech of Mr. Blll'ke, voL i. p. 52. 
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14 FBD.1792. his motive - those, at least, who knew him, did. The 
luquirl story reached England. An inquiry was directed. Colonel 
~i~:clor~; Caillaud was then upon the coast; he was directed to 

come round to Bengal to have that inquiry instituted, there, 
upon the spot. Mr. Hastings, who at that time was a 
member, I think, of the Select Committee-he was a member 
of Council, however-would necessarily, in the course of 

Groundless 
assertion of 
Mr. Hnst
illl-,"S' com
plicity. 

office, sit upon that inquiry. 
Mr. Hastings, your Lordships recollect I stated, was at 

that time an attendant upon the N awab, generally; fol
lowin~ .him, as being the Resident at the Durbar, and residing 
with him in the nature of an ambassador. It had been 
suggested that Mr. Hastings' had been present on the night 
when this paper was signed by Colonel Caillaud; and it 
had even been suggested by somebody that he had inter
preted upon that occasion. Mr. Lushington was applied to, 
and he, first of all, dropped these words, which raised the only 
doubt~that he "did not know whether Mr. Hastings was 
not that night attending the Nawab's Durbar:" not stating 
him to be present-not insinuating that he had in any 
manner assisted in it. This is the whole basis upon which 
the superstructure of suspicion applied to Mr. Hastings has 
been erected. 

Foot osta· When Mr. Hastings was about to take his seat as one of 
blishedof h '. h .• • t thi . d IIlr. Hast- t e commIttee t at was to mqUIre m 0 s, It occurre as a 
~~~~ b':,~'~lhav. matter of decorum, inasmuch as these words had been used 
fhos.'jU\:,t by Mr. Lushington, to inquire into that matter, and to sec 

o ur ar. whether there was any kind of communication with that 
business at all to be connected with Mr. Hastings; because, 
if there had been in the remotest degree, it would not have 
become him, from motives of delicacy, to have sat upon that 
inquiry. Captain Knox was called upon, who swore, with 
clear, full, recollection, that Mr. Hastings was not present. 
General Caillaud asks Mr. Hastings himself, upon his oath, 
which he desired might be administered-and, if that which 
he swore was not true, then consequently he would be guilty 
of the foulest subornation of perjury, and Mr. HastinO's of 
the grossest perjury-he asks him whether he' was attending 
the Durbar that night. He says, to the best of his know ledge, 
he was not there; but is perfectly certain that, if any such 
transaction as that alluded to had passed, it could not have 
escaped his memory. Mr. Lushington retracts all doubt 
upon the subject, and becomes convinced that he was not 
there; and, when every party ispel'fectly satisfied in mind 
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that that which had been incidentally mentioned respecting 141 FBD. 1792-

the presence of Mr. Bastings was entirely unfounded, then -
only did Mr. Hastings take his seat as one of that Council 
to form the inquiry. . 

If it had. rested there, and there had been no further Acquittal of 
. . h h bl M uld h h d b Colonel Call· mqUlry, t e onoura e anager wo ave a etter laud. 

warrant for his suspicion; but the Company instituted, upon 
the subject of Colonel Caillaud, a further inquiry; and upon 
that inquiry acquitted, in the fullest and most extensive 
manner, Colonel Caillaud of any blamable motive whatever, 
and, as a testimony of their approbation, applied to his 
Majesty to confer a mark of distinction upon him, in oruer 
to salve the wound drawn upon him by this improvident 
inquiry. His Majesty was pleased to confer the rank of 
Brigadier-General. And there, I believe, the subject was 
closed, and no human creature had a thought of resorting to 
it again, till, something occurring concerning it in the in-· 
quiries of the Committee of the House of Commons, it fell 
under the observation of -one of the honourable Managers, 
who directly asserted that this was "a mock trial and 
delusive acquittal." These are the words the honourable 
Manager applied to this transaction. _ 

This matter, it seems, bears no very near reference to The circum· 

h· b (! L d h' b' h' h stanccuu· anyt mg elore your or SIpS, ut, masmuc as It as connected 

been asserted-~r rather insinuated; for the honourable t~!~~~rg~ 
Manager certainly, from the evidence before him, could not . 
take upon him to assert it as a fact-but, he having insinuated _ 
it, it became me to repel the insinuation, and to restore it to 
its original nothingness. 

About this period, the vices of Mir Jaffier's government Misgovern •. 

had become so great-such was his insolvency, such the Ta~!~YMlr 
unpaid condition of our troops-that it was necessary for 
Mr. Vansittart, then recently arrived from England, to take 
some effective measures for the purpose of putting the 
Company's affairs, and the government which Mir Jaffier 
immediately administered, into a situation of security. It 
was necessary to devolve a considerable portion of authority, 
which had been before committed to Mir Jaffier, upon the Reason. for 

shoulders of some abler. and fitter person. It was difficult ~~~itt!n~ 
to select such person from the household immediately of Mir tthr:tionn:,rlS' 

J ffi . d d' 'bl d· H h d h e provmco a er-m ee It was not POSSI e to 0 It. eat ree to possim 

SOUS, who have, indeed, all of them, successively, sat upon the Ali Khan. 

musnud, but they were none of them of sufficiently adult 
age. It was necessary fur them to louk about for a person 



556 General Opening qf the Difellce: 

H FBB.l792. who had talents equal to that situation, and whose rank in 
- the country might conciliate the prejudices of the people to 

him. It was thought at that time that these requisites met 
The vic es of in the person and character of COBsim Ali Khan. At that 
hi. charao- t' th I h' h fi d 'd h' h h' tor unsus, lme, e crue ty w lC a terwar s stame IS c amcter, IS 
pected. treachery, his avarice, had not sufficiently developed them-

selves, He had been recently of signal use to Mit Jaffier 
and the Company, by the timely advance of money to pay 
the mutinous troops, The· act here was essential to the 
preservation of Mil' J affier's life, and to the existence of our 
power in India. These merits and this apparent fitness 
pointed him out to Mr. Vansittart as a fit person to receive 
any part, of that power which should be taken from Mil' 
Jaffier. If Cossim Ali Khan could have been induced to 
have undertaken the government merely as naib subahdar, 
with a limitation ··in his favour of the governmenirin-chief 
upon the death of Mir J affier, which was the terms Mr. Van
sittart was obliged to make with him- if he could have 
been induced merely to have undertaken it as a deputy, 
l'epresenting Mir Jaffier, without any stipulation for a suc
cession~then certainly so much was unnecessarily taken 
from the house and lineage of Mir Jaffier. But it was im
possible, it seems, to induce Cossim Ali to come forward amI 
undertake the government under such perilous terms; for he 
would have, of course, subjected himself to a great deal of 
odium, and have laid himself open to the future vengeance of 
others, at the period when his delegated power should be 
determined; he, therefore, in the stipulations, secured himself 
and his successors to have more ample power upon the death 
of Mil' J affier. 

Re8i~uation Mir J ailler, when it was announced to him in what manner 
S~:~ the Company wished to have delivered up to Cossim Ali the 

executive government of the country, in right of Mil' J affier, 
and after his death in his own right, knowing much better 
than we the real intrinsic character of Cossim Ali, knew 
that he should have but few steps from the throne to the 
grave. He therefore wisely did, upon that occasion, what in 
the event turned out essential to his safety. He divested 
himself of his station, committed himself without fear to the 
protection of the British nation, ~nd instantly went and 
resided as a private person at Calcutta. 

Alienation Cossim Ali, who unquestionably had talents for govern
A~i~h'~~ ment, was too soon alienated in affection and inclination 'from. 

the British nation. Some disputes did arise rcs}lecting sonH:j 
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rights claimed; and, as I humbly conceive, at this distance U FEBo 1711"20 

of time, one may di8cuss -the subject without prejudice, and C:,usesof_ 

with a sobriety of judgment which a remoteness from the ~i:~E~gli~\:~ 
period ghoes one. Claims wcre set up, on the part of British 
subjects in India, not warranted by the terms of that farman 
under which they claimedo That was the ploinciple subject 
of the difference between 'Cossim Ali and the servants of the 
Company. The terms of the pharman conveyed to the English 
a right of free export and import of goods, for the purpose 
of the Company's trade, by shipping. It did not convey to 
them-for your Lordships will recollect the period of time 
when this was granted: it was the time when the Company 
managed the trade by the intervention oE a few agents resi-
dent at Calcutta-it was a distortion of the terms of the 
treaty to apply it to the situation in which we then stood 
in India, and to the privilege, not only of export and 
import trade, of which there was then no dispute, but to 
the privilege of all the internal trade in the articles of the 
growth and consumption of the country. But that of salt 
was the principal subject of difference between them. The 
Company contended that their dastak was sufficient to "pass 
the goods of the English, duty fl'ee, without any dastak from 
the officers of the government of that country. 

Now, in all the disputes that have obtained, from the 
beginning of our settlement in India up to the present time, 
I do not find anyone in which the English nation has been 
so palpably wrong as they were in that dispute with this 
most atrocious tyrant, and for whom, therefore, hardly any 
one has ever opened a mouth to offer one syllable of vind
ication. The latter acts of his government cannot be 
vindicated: they violate every right of nature" and of na
tions: not a word can be said for him. But, in the origin of 
the dispute upon this subject respecting the English dastak, 
I humbly conceive that those gentlemen, who, with Mr_ 
Vansittart, upon that occasion, were for "narrowing the use of 
it merely to the Company's trade, leaving the other trade 
which the servants of the Company should carry on liable to 
visitation and control, certainly contended for that sense of 
the farman which is the fair construction it bears. Row
e,oer, the dispute respecting this subject grew to cQllsiderable 
warmth. 

It is to the credit of Mr. RastinO"s-and here almost begins Endeavours 

1• 1· • _1 1-1" h d b I - d- of MroHast-Ill! pO ltICru ue; c was eputed to sett e certam 18putes ings to ar-
which had taken place between the gentleman then at the rangetb~ 
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a FEB. 1792. head of the factory at Patna, Mr. Ellis, and the N awab-
• disagree- the laborious pains he took to conciliate these persons to 

ments. each other, and to prevent the calamities that ensued. The 
moderation, diligence and temper, of Mr. Hastings upon 
these occasions are monuments to his praise, in that book in 
which many of the transactians of this period are recorded, I 
mean, the Narrative of Mr. Vansittal't upon'the subject, which 
took place in his government, respecting the disputes between 
Mil' Jaffier and [Mr. Ellis].* There was certainly some 
degree of provocation administered to the mind of the 
Nawab. He was jealous, and had, perhaps, early formed a 
project which he had not courage to execute, but which he 
harboured, perhaps, in his mind, of endeavouring to curtail 
very much the power of the English, if not to expel them 
from India. The disputes increased;. they were more and 
more inflamed; and, at last, it was thought necessary that 
there should be a meeting between Mr. V ansittart, the 
Governor and the Nawab, upon the subject of the suhsisting . 
treaty. Mr. Vansittart desired the assistance of Mr. Hast
ings, to accompany him upon that occasion; and they went 
together and formed the treaty which has been distinguished 
by the name of the Treaty of Monghyr. By that treaty; Mr. 
Vansittart and Mr. Hastings conceded to the N awab that the 
true sense of the farman extended only to the Company's 
trade of export and import; and that the internal trade in 
the provinces ought to be under the controul of the country 
government, and liable to the country duties. The too 
great precipitation of Cossim Ali, who endeavoured to carry 
this treaty into itlil full effect before it had received the 
immediate confirmation and sanction of the Board, the im
patience and haste of the gentlemen of the Council to give 
that treaty an immediate counteraction and opposition, the 
disputes that followed. respecting false dastaks that were 
offered to the officers of, the Nawab, and the resistance that 
was openly given to his country government, brought on a 
contention of force, But, before that time, the gentlemen at 

Ret mono 'tl Calcutta. despatched as ambassadors to Mil' Cossim and 
s rn.Il(~e WI 1 
Mi~ CI>ssi.m Sumeroo, Mr . .Amyett and Mr. Hay, two gentlemen of the 
agt1111St illS C 'I t t M' C ' h h ' , d ounC! , to represen 0 11' oSSlm t at t ey mSlste upon 

• Mr. Ellis was appointed chitf of the Company's factory at Patna in the 
autumn of 1761. ·The account of bis dispute with the Nawab is given in "A 
NmTative of the Transactions in Bengal from the year 1760 to the y"ar 
1764," by Henry Vansittart; S vuls. Svo., 1766; voL i., p. 290. 
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his withdl'awing an order which at that time he had pub- 14FBB.1792. 

lished, namely, that all duties should be taken off the orderfur 

commodities of his country, and tha,t there should be a trade :B°tri~~gon 
in his country duty free; a measure to which he was driven ~tn wiJhin 
by the pertinacity of the English Company, who insisted g om. 

that their goods should be exempt from all duty, they 
being a sort of imperi2.1 trader; and, by the sale of that pri-
vilege to others, they virtually monopolised the whole trade 
of Cossim Ali's country. It seemed there was no other 
way of obviating it than by levelling at one blow all the 
duties whatever, and letting in all mankind to an equal par
ticipation in the benefits of his commerce, It had the effect· 
of immediately introducing, as it naturally would, a prodi-
gious flow of commerce into his country-a great quantity 
of goods from other cquntries; and was likely, considered 
only with a view to his own country, to be a measure pro-
ductive of great advantage to him. But it was a measure 
so destructive of the English immunities, claimed in that 
unwarrantable extent to which, I conceive, they were at that 
period .claimed, that the gentlemen of the Council peremp-
torily insisted with the Nawab that he should set up again 
those duties, in order that they might enjoy again their old 
immunities; and, for the purpose of so insisting, the two 
gentlemen whose names I mentioned were sent as ambassadors 
to the Nawab. 

·While they were in the discharge of this embassy, some C~nllich!,ith 
boats with arms being seized by the N awab, and a rash :::;,;.~sslm·s 
attempt to aeize some [deserters] by Mr. Ellis, brought 

\ things to a crisis, in which the English arms and the arms of 
the Nawab were opposed to each other. But, before Mr. Mnrdel'Ot 

Ellis had retired from the discharge of his embassy, he was Mr. Ellis. 

cruelly massacred in cold blood by the orders of Cossim 
Ali. From that moment no terms were kept or were to be 
kept with Cossim Ali. All the divided members of the 
Council were instantly united against that person who had 
commenced his career of self redress---I will call it-by an 
act of such atrocity, and a violation of every law of nature 
and of nations. 

Mr. Hastings, who had uniformly opposed these demands, Abandon-

b . Ii d d' d him···· h' ment of emg oun e as It appeare to ill lDJustIce, at t IS Cossim Ali's 

moment felt that the cause of his country required him to ~:.:"H~
abandon the further protection of Cossim Ali--of a person ings. 

who seemed to have forgotten every principle of justice. He 
bad intended, when the war broke out which he saw was 
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U FEB. 1792. approaching, and which he thought would have ended· by 
- the Budden overthrow of Cossim-for so meanly had they 

deemed of his force-to. have withdrawn him!'elf; but com
mencing, as it did, with such a scene of blood and wicked
nes"" he determined to abide by the British interest till the 
last moment in which he could be useful to it. And, upon 
that occasion, as in every future one, he lent his best assist
:mce to his country in its utmost need, and whenever that 

His minnte. country had a call for that assistance. I cannot express his 
sentiments and feelings upon that occasion so well as he has 
expressed them, in a consultation upon that subject. 

" It is long since I foreboded that our dispute with the Nabob would 
terminate in an open rupture; [buil as from the ill opinion which I had 
of his strength I expected that our contentions with him would be of a 
very short duration, nor otherwise affect the interest of the Company 
than in the further ill consequences of a broken and disordered state, 
and as I had not the same tie upon me with the President with respect 
to any military charge, it was my resolution as soon as war should be 
declared, to resign the Company's service, beinl unwilling on the one 
hand to give authority to past measures which disapproved, and of a 
new establishment which I judged detrimental to the honour and interests 
of the Company; and apprehensh'e, on the other, that my continuance at 
the Board might serve only to prejudice rather than advance the good of 
the service, in keeping alive, by my presence, the disputes which ha\'e so 
long disturbed our counsels, and· retarding the public business by con
tinual dissents and protests. But since our late melancholyadviceagive 
us reason to apprehend a dangerous and troublesome war, and from 
the unparalleled acts of barbarity and treachery with which it has 
opened on the part of the Nabob, it is become the duty of every British 
subject to unite in the support of the common cause; it is my intention 
to join my endeavours for the good of the service, not as long as the 
war shall last but as long as the troubles consequent from it may endanger 
either the Company's affairs or the safety of this colony. On the same 
principle, and to 'remove every appearance of disunion among ourselves, I 
will freely set my hand to the declaration published by the Board. though 
I still abide by the sentiments which I have all along expressed in the 
measures taken in the course· of all our disputes with the Nabob here, by 
confirming nll that I ha\'e derlared in my former protests and minutes,]* 
which stand upon record in our consultation." 

Insinuations It has been insinuated-whether with a purpose to di!'ad-
of hi.. con- '1 f M H . I '11 b h tinn .. n~of vantage tne cause 0 ~ r. astings WI not say, ut ow ever 
~~~~"C~~ it evidently has a tendency so to do-that he was the peculiar 
Ali. favoured object of the Nawab's protection, nt the very time 

when he was denouncing war again8t the British nation. 
There certainly was no reciprocit.y of sentiment between 

... Minute of Mr. Hastings, 8 July, 1763.-Printed in tbe Third Report from 
the Committee to inquire into the Nature, etc., of tbe East India Company. 
1773; Appendix, No. 59. 
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them upon that 80rt of 8ubject. The conduct of Cossim Ali IHBB.1792 

seems to be dictated by a degree of gratitude towards a 
person who had, in the course of his intercourse with him, 
treated him, as he has done every person in power in that 
country with whom it was his lot to act-with the utmost 
conciliation and respect. Letters directing respect to the 
goods or persons are the letters upon which the Managers 
rely, as imputing a corrupt communication with Cossim Ali. 
Your Lordships see how readily he enlisted himself in that 
public cauEe-when it became one; how sturdily and man-
fully he continued in it, till, by the flight of Cossim Ali, 
[the Company's ascendency was completely established]. 

That war did not Jast a long time. The talents of Major War with 

Adams, aided by Colonel Carnac and Colonel Munro, soon Cossim Ali. 

drove Cossim Ali from the provinces, and obliged him to r~over. 
take shelter with Suja-ud-Dowla. And afterwards, when that w. 

IlriDce wus defeated at the battle of Buxar,.when he was 
taught to entertain a meaner opinion of his own prowess 
and that of bi:i troops than he had heretofore had,. when 
CossilO .Ali was obliged to take shelter under the wing 
either of some stronger power or in some place more remote 
from the Britit!h vengeance, at that time, Suja-ud-Dowla, per-
ceiving his country overrun by British forces, perceiving his 
yassal, Bulwant Sing, in arms in the field, transferring those 
arms to his adversary, and when he saw by imperial sanads 
the province of Benares transferred to the British Company 
-at that moment, Suja-ud-Dowla thought that the British 
nation, though they would not forgi,-e aggressions such as 
C05sim Ali had been guilty of. yet that they would· forgive 
a person opposed to them in open war, trusting to their • 
generosity. humanity and clemency. Perhaps I accelerate 
this topie; I am not quite certain whether it happened 
befure Mr. Hastings' departure from India. I think it .did 
happen just before the period of his departure. I will there- ~r. ~t
I." I." 1 I' h' h Mr H' mgscon· lore lor t le present on y mentIon t ls-t at . astmgs, duct. 

having taken no indecisive part in the troubles that had 
recently exercised that Gonrnment, it is to the credit of 
his manliness that he made no enemies upon the occasion; 
it i~ to the credit of his moderation that, in a situation in 
whieh such large sums were accumulated, in the shape of~!1!e 
presents made at the time by Mir J affier to the gentlemen not "aving 
. t tal . .. h' h d h· h receIVed inS rumen lD ralsmg nn to.t e musuu -a matter w IC mc,ml,from 
I shall neither praise nor blame; because there does seem to Mlr aflier. 

be a considerable degree of allowance to be made for those 
VOL, II. N' N 
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lHED.1792. who, after enduring much and risking all, had at last placed 
- their country in an eminent situation of prosperity and 

advantage; there is much allowance to be made for them, 
if they were desirous of' appropriating some part of the 
advantages they were so largely acquiring for the Company 
to themselves: but that allowance which I am so willing to 
make for others Mr. Hastings stands in no need of:-at the 
time when so many millions, either in the shape of restitution 
for Jostles, of presents, or in other ways, were transferred 
from the country government to the English-at the time 
when sums are stated, to the amount of more than 1,200,0001. 
-you do not find a single penny of all these sums ascribed 
or ascribable to the account of Mr. Hastings. And it was 
upon that circumstance that the noble Lord, then in supreme 
trust of the British affairs, rested himself principally in his 
recommendation of him, in full Parliament, for the situat.ion 
of Governor General He stated him then as being the only 
flesh and" blood which had resisted temptation in the infec
tious climate of India. I say that, as it is to the credit of 
llis manliness that he bore no temporising and undecided 
IJart in those disputes-as it "is to the credit of his moder
ation that he made no enemies-so it is to the credit of his 
disinterestedness and generosity that he returned to this 

Hisinten· 
tion of re
tiring 
from public 
life,on his 
tirst r(~tum 
to England. 

country with a fortune of singular mediocrity. 
Upon his return here, instead of doing, as the honourable 

Managers state-intriguing for advantage, so little was that 
the temper and bent of his mind, that at that time he medi
tated a retirement from the active situation of public duty 
to the easy repose of an academic life. And it was owing 
to the opinion which some gentlemen, who had then the 
principal management of our affairs at home, entertained of 
his faculty and fitness to remedy some of the abuses begin
ning to exist abroad, that he was once more thrust into the 
busy scenes of life from which, as I have stated, he had 
meditated for ever to retire. 

Events ill I will shortly run over some of the events of the inter-
India during • • d b t h b"" fl"65 h' h . his absence. vemng perlO , e ween t e eglDnmg 0 I ,at w IC tIme, 

I think, Mr. Hastings returned to England, and the year 
1772, when he returned to Bengal as Governor and Presi
dent, because they bear a continuing relation to the measures 
of his government, to which I will shortly draw the attention 
of your Lordships. I had got, sotnewhat out of its place, 
the length of stating to your Lordships that Cossim Ali, 
driven out of the provinces, had taken shelter with Suja-ud-
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Dowla; that Suja-ud-Dowla, after the battle of Buxar, had IHEB.l'l92. 

recourse to the British generosity and clemency for his -
protection. 

The English, as called upon by every principle of policy, M""s:wre of 

proscribed Cossim :Ali, who massacred a great number of ~ig~~~i:n 
British subjects, who had, upon the faith of treaty, put Ai. 

themselves into his hands. That outrage was never, upon 
every principle olreason and policy, to be forgiven. Itis the Necessity 

policy of this country that the person of every British sub- f~~~~~~~t. 
ject in that country shou1d be held sacred. Consider by 1'845e. 

what a handful of men-a few adventurous travellers"from 
an unknown and distant land-are the people of that country 
controlled and governed. To suffer one unpunished instance 
of such outrageous insult to the British name and British 
feelings, would be to dissolve that potent charm, made up of 
admiration and fear, and superstition, by which the eastern 
world is fascinated and subdued into an acquiescence in the 
dominion of tbese bold and adventurous travellers from a 
distant country. If that charm is once dissolved, if they can 
be once brought to believe that the standard of revolt could 
be reared with success against the British dominion, at that 
moment our dominion in that country is at an end. The 
same reason that dictated it, as a measure of persevering 
policy, to proscribe him, in every treaty with every power in 
India, made it necessary to preclude from the return into his Proscription 

d .. th . d f B fi . h h d . h oftheza.OmlDIOnS e ZamlD ar 0 cnares, a ter e a, WIt too mindar of 

formidable effect, reared the standard of revolt and rebellion Benares. 

against his bestowing, generous and protecting, masters. . 
I have stated that Suja-ud-Dowla, feeling himself humbled Clemency 

• hd h B"h . d 1 towaTds m power, a recourse to t e rltls generosIty an c emency Suja.-ud· 

for protection; and that, in the hope he reposed in that Dowis.. 

generosity and clemency, he was not disappointed. Colonel 
Carnac opened the way, and it followed afterwards, upon the 
arrival of Lord Clive, to that 80rt of treatment of Suja.ud-
Dowla which has, I conceive, reflected the highest lustre 
upon the generosity and policy of the British Company. 
This letter is dated the 22d of May, 1765.-

" Hearing that Sujah Dowlah was drawing near, I sent Captain Swinton LetteT of 
with Rajah Shitabroy to meet him. He arrived in the evening, on the g<'lonel 
opposite side of the river, and immediately crossed it with his brother-in- amac. 
law Salar Jung, and a vert few followers, in order to wait upon me. I 

• Printed in the Third Report of the Committee on the State of the India 
Company, 1773; Appendix, No. 85. 

NN2 
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a FBB.179S. received bim with aU possible marks of distinction, [at which he t'x-
- pressed much satisfaction. He appears, however, a great deal dejected 

at his present condition, which must bear very hard upon him; and he 
must find himself without resource; or being, as he undoubtedly is, the 
mpst considerable man in the empire, and of an uncommonly high 
spirit, he would not have submitted to such a condescension. It will in 
my opinion greatly add to the English name throughout the country, our 
behaving with generosity towards a person who has all along a high 
reputation in Hindostan."] 

Attachment 
of Suja-nd. 
Dow)ato 
British 
interests. 

In this idea, Lord Clive and the gentlemen who had the 
administration of the British affairs in India were not dis
appointed. They ventured to reckon upon the gratitude 
and generosity of a conquered prince, as the basis of an 
alliance and the securest foundation of future amity. They 
were not disappointed in this generous sentiment. From the 
moment he was" received back, in confidence "of his promises 
and regard, to his dominions, he was uniformly the faithful 
and effectual, though at one period-rashly, as I concein
the suspected, ally of the British nation. His force from that 
moment became" our's. He became a powerful barrier on the 
north; keeping the Mahrattas from us and every other 
power that might assail us from that quarter, and consolidat
ing in point of power with the British nation. 

Treaty of Lord Clive arrived too "late to have any objects upon 
Allahabad. which his great mind was fittest to act. There was little, 

indeed, left for him to do, at the time he arrived, except 
forming the treaty that he then did with Suja-ud-Dowla. 
The acquisition of the diwani was what might have been 
attained by anybody, for it had been repeatedly offered to 
Colonel Munro, Colonel Caroae and others. At that 
moment, it occurred to him as beneficial to assume it at 
once, by direct grant from that power which gave at least 
authority and sanction to the grant-from the Mogul empire; 
and at that time was formed a treaty, to which Suja-ud
Dowla, the King and Nujem-ud-Dowla, who had then 
succeeded to the Nawabship of Bengal, were parties, by 
which there were secured to the Nawab an allowance of 
twenty-six lacs a year, and Corah and Allahabad as a resi
dence, for his royal domain. Fifty-six lacs were to be the 
Company's indemnification for the expenses of the war. 

Inclusion of This treaty of Allahabad embraced likewise "ithin its 
~i~~vi"nn:he scope a person whose services had to some degree been 
treaty. useful, inasmuch as, by the treachery he had shown his 

master in the field of battle, he had weakened that master, 
and had, therefore, given fuller and better effect to our arms; 
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I mean Bulwant Sing, who, being in Suja-ud-Dowla's army 14FBB.1792. 

with troop", withdrew that assistance from him, and, though 
he did not actively transfer it to the English-for no such 
obligations 'fe can acknowledge to him-yet he crippled 
and weakened his master's force, by the doubt he infused 
into his mind whether that force would act for or against 
him. 

Bulwant Sing, for services of the complexion I have 
stated, was thought proper to be comprehended in the 
treaty. Bulwant Sing had done us no effective service. He 
had come to our camp, and, in 'a moment when he thought 
it unsafe to remain there, had fled from it; and he had come 
back, upon the faith of promises which our Government 
at Calcutta, in regret, declared they wished had never 
been made. That man, however, ·it wa~ thought fit to 
include in this treaty of Allahabad. And what was securcd C Ii d 

to Mm by it? Why, that he should be continued to be the ;~~;or 
renter of Suja-ud-Dowla, as he had heretofore been of the ~~;;:U';i. to 
East India Company. When I say he had been heretofore DowIa. 

of the English Company, I am adverting to the moment 
when we had obtained by imperial sanad a grant of the 
revenue" of Beuares: and in that he was confirmed, and no 
more-a renter under Suja-ud-Dowla. What the duties 
wel·e this man owed at that period he has, I think, shown, 
for he was in the field with troops; and, though he used those 
troops against his master, which is a proof of his treachery, 
it is at the pame time an argument of the sort of subordina-
tion in which be stood to that master and the dnty he owed 
to that sovereign. 

Bulwant Sing was included in this treaty. Fifty lacs Contribu. 

were to be Le paid as the expenses of the war. Of this :~~~r lacs 

fifty, twenty were soon after paid by a contribution from tro~~!,I. 
Bulwant Sing, thus restored under the dominion of his old ~aSUj~~~. 

t d · hr··' f h· DowIa. mas er, an owmg t at lormer master, 10 vrrtue 0 IS sove-
reignty, a contribution, according to his exigencies, in time 
of war. I have stated that the treaty was made with Th~ treaty 

Suja-ud-Dowla and his heirs. This is a treaty of the sort ~v~*,at;::tor 
which, according to the law of nations, are considered as Sing's heirs. 

real treaties, a~ distinguished from personal treaties, the 
obligation to which expires with the persons contracting. It· 
was a treaty, therefore, which intitled Suja-ud-Dowla and 
his successors in the government of Oude to take full benefit 
of every stipulation made in that treaty with Suja-ud-Dowla. 
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1<1 FBB 1792. himself. Whether' at a future period that faith was kept 
with Suja-u~-Dowla, or whether, in consequence of the 
councils which 'a,t that time obtained at Calcutta, the treaty 
was scandalously and flagitiously broken, will be a subject 
for your Lordships' subsequ~n,t co:nsideratiQD, wlien you come 
to consider of that matter,', ,~, ,~m endeavouring only now to 
press upon your Lordships .~~eterms of the treaty j and that 
it is a treaty in which eveJ1Y su.ccessor of Suja-ud-Dowla in 
the dominions of Oude is interested, as much as he himself. 
That treaty, says one of the writers on the law of nations
" is one of those continuing ~re.aties which they call real, in 
contradistinction from those wh!ch are meant only to procure 
a present convenience to the parties." 

Demand Soon after this, Lord Clive returned to England, and the 
uPdoDn BUJj'a-, government of Bengal was in other hands. It occurred to 
U· owa,m 1'· h 7 bald h h 1768, to limit some peop e, ill t e year 1 68, to e arme at t e growt 
~~eh~:mber of that power in Suja-ud-Dowla, which, in effect, was the 
troops. growth of our strength; and they sent up an embassy upon 

as foolish an errand as ever an embassy was sent upon, since 
there existed the character of ambassador. There was an 
embassy sent up to him to desire him to limit the number of 
his forces to 30,000, a~d: only 10,000 of them to be dis
ciplined in the European:,¢anner. Considering that Behar 
was opposed, towards the north, both against the Mahrattas 
and the Rohillas, and other powers, it was cutting down our 
own fortifications, from an idle panic of I know not what. 
However, the gentlemen who went up state that they 
effected an interview with Suja-ud-Dowla, and they had 
reason to be satisfied. What sort of satisfaction they had I 
neither know nor wish to know; certainly, the errand was a 
very foolish one, for there existed no evil to be afraid of. 
The force Suja-ud-Dowla kept before continued to be kept 
up, and was kept up without any injury to the British 
interest, but rather to their advantage, confirmation and 
strength. He never reduced his force; we never com
plained of it. It was an idle, ill-conceived, suspicion, which 
vanished as soon as the embassy which was made the pre
tence of it was over. 

~"~ha:~~ent About this period, when the diwani was ceded to us, 
Benue~ of it was thought prudent to invest the persons who were 
mm~~ t~om. entrusted with the nizamut, or the general civil administra-
Mohammed· f h ',1.. h dm" . f Rez" Khan t10n 0 t e country, WILl! tea IDlstratIon 0 our revenues; 
and others. and three persons were selected as joint ministers, as persons 
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in whom that trust coulJ be fitly reposed. Mohammed Reza 14 FEB. 1792. 

Khan was selected for the extent of his talents, his great 
acquaintance with financial matters, and his great fitness for 
the eminent station in which he was placed. There were 
joined with him Raja Dulub .Ram, from /iOme effectual 
countenance given us at a previous period, and J uggut 
Seiad, of an unfortunate and eminent house in India. was 
selected, ii'om a recollection of the sufferings his family had 
undergone from the ravages of the country by Suffdar Jung. 
But the superiority of Mohammed Reza IUan wa.s such that 
the whole power had settled and subsided in his hands. 

I will not trouble your Lordships by pausing very long 
upon the incidents which occurred at that interval, between 
the acquisition of the diwani and the arrival of Mr. Hastings Commence

in India. He had been appointed. I stated. in 17il; and H::i~~:'" 
actually took possession of the government about April, f7'7:rllment. 

1772. In that period of time, the fortune of the Company De~lIge. 
and the prosperous situation of its affairs had. from various mellt of the 

b . ~~ 

causes, ecome desperate. In a time of profound peace, the 
revenues of that country had become inadequate to defray 
the expenses of our civil and military establishments and the 
expenses of our investment; nay, more. we had contracted 
a debt to the amount of one kror twenty-five lac80frupees-
a funded debt, which was hourly increasing by the accumu-
lation of interest upon the principal. We had drawn upon 
Europe bills to the amount of considerably more than a 
million. Every department of the state finance. civil and 
military, was getting Ollt of joint; and. indeed, there wanted 
a general system to arrange and regulate the whole. This Repaired by 

system and, in short, all the remedies which the disorder of ~~~8St. 
that time required were applied by the same hand by which 
the government of that country was, in other still more 
perilous moments, again sustained. 

In addition to the difficulties of that period, the Company's 
provinces were drained of their circulating specie by the 
station and payment of the brigade in Allahabad, beyond the 
provinces. By the treaty of Allahabad, a sum of twenty
six lacs a year was to be paid to Shah Alem. the Emperor. 
There were stationed beyond the provinces, in Allahabad, a 
large body of British forces, which, being there paid, oper
ated as a reduction of 80 much more likewise of the floating, 
current. specie of Bengal These two drains of specie out 
of the provinces, added to other embarrassments of the time, 
occasioned a situation of very peculiar difficulty. Insolvency, 
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IHEB.1702. both at home and abroad, stared the Company in the face. 
No other means could, at that crisis, be devised for saving 
the British interests from the wreck that was about to be made 
of them, but the appointment of that gentleman, who occurred 
to the Directors as the fittest, from the qualities which he 
had exhibited while at Bengal, and which he had exhibited 
in his employment on the coast, when second at Madras. 
There was no other measure which occurred to them as 
likely to be so immediately productive of the salvation of 
the Company, as removing him from his humble situation to 
the chair of Bengal. 

A~vation All our difficulties had been aggravated by the sorest 
~:":!:f=,e. affliction that can attend the human race-I mean, by 

Distrust of 
Mohammed 
lWzaKhan 
excited in 
the Direc
tors. 

the ravages of famine, which had reduced to the 11tmo>'t 
extremity and misery the inhabitants of those provinces. In 
addition to all these difficultie .. , it occurred to the Company 
at home, upon those light rumours and suspicions that have 
been often infused. into the public mind from the press, and 
in various other modes, to deem very ill of the character 
and 'qualities of Mohammed Reza Khan, the person then in 
principal charge of their financial concerns in India. He 
had been represented by publications from the press as the 
author of all those calamities, which, with equal justice, we 

Mi~rcpresen· have heard attributed to Deby Sing at this bar. There was 
tatlOlls hI" f M D' h' h' h t 1 . againsthim a pn \Cation 0 r. ow s at t at tIme w IC sta es t liS; 

!H~~~~~an. and I will read it to your Lordships only to show the 
similarity which exists in the misstatement of the characters 
of the one and the other. This, after occupying two years 
of slow, progressive, deliberate, inquiry, was found to be 
perfectly unfounded, in every iota. I will read the sort of 
charge which was made upon him in the publication of 
Mr. Dow-against the English name, and the name of 
Mohammed Reza Khan, as connected with it. 

" Year after year [brought new tyrants, or confirmed the old, in the 
practice of their former oppressions. The tenant being, at length, 
ruined, the farmers were unable to make good their contracts with 
Government. Their cruelty to their inferiors recoiled, at length, upon 
themselves. Many of them were bound to stakes and whipped; but 
their poverty ceased to be feigned. Their complaints were heard in 
every square of Moorshedabad; and not a few of them expired in 
agonies, under the lash. Many of tre inferior tenants, reduced to 
despair, fled the country, hoping to derive from other despotisms that 
lenity which our indolence, to speak the best of ourselves, denied. 
Those that remained were deprived of the small stock necessa.ry for 
cultivation; and a great part of the lands lay waste. Every governor 
thought it incumbent upon him to keep up the revenues to their former 
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pitch; but, in spite of the permitted cruelty of Mahommed Riza, U FEB. 1792. 
they continued every year to decrease. It could not have happened 
otherwise, unless Heaven had wrought miracles] as a reward for our 
virtues." • 

This is the statement and account given of Mohammed 
Reza Khan and his administration of the country. This is 
the account given of the groans that were heard and lashes 
inflicted in the streets of Moorshedabad. These instances 
form the strongest claim upon the public mind, to guard 
itself against that credulity that listens to tales of woe. 
'V ould your Lordships believe that not one word of this is 
true? I t is a lie of hell ! Not one tittle could be brought 
to apply to Mohammed Reza Khan. Mohammed Reza Prosecution 

Khan was prosecuted, under circumstances which disabled ;::'e~~":' 
him from looking for any favour from the Company or Khan. 

protection of their eervants; for, npon this publication and a 
letter privately sent home to Mr. Gregory, then in the 
Direction, intimating that he had a concern in the purchasing 
grain and occasioning the misery of fami~e the preceding year, 
the Directors communicate this letter to their servants, and 
in a private letter to Mr. Hastings, dated August, 1771, they L<)tterofthe 

commit thiil letter to his confidential carc and management. ~':."H~1.to 
And now I come to this letter, which is the foundation ofi::rj,:ci. 
Mr. Hastings' employment of Nundcomar. It was in l:I~againsJ 
obedience merely to the orders of the Company, and not a &za"l&.~';.. 
selection for corrupt purposes, as your Lordships may have 
been taught to believe. 

These are the orders of the Company, founded upon a. 
representation, that had been received in this letter, of his 
lJarticipation in the monopoly of grain which had occasioned 
a famine before and the sort of calamities which had been 
represented, which induced the Company to order him to be 
deprived of all authority in the country, and to be brought 
down, himself, together with his whole family and all his 
dependants-for to that extent did the order go-prisoners, to 
Calcutta . 

.. By our general address, you will be informed of the reasons that we 
have to be dissatisfied of the administration of Mahomet Reza Khan, 
and will perceive the expediency of divesting him [of the rank and influ
ence he holds, as Naib Duan of the kingdom of Bengal. But, though 
we have declared our resolution in this respect to our President and 
Council, yet, as the measures to be taken in consequence thereof might 
be cefeated by that minister, and all enquiry into his conduct rendered 

• .. Inquiry into the State of Bengal," p. xcvi.; prefixed to vol. iii. of Dow's 
.. Hiltor1ot HindOltaD." . 
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14 FBB.l~92. ineffectual were h~ to hav~ any previous intimation of our design, we, 
the Secret CommIttee, havmg the most perfect confidence in your judg
ment, prudence and integrity, have thought proper to intrust to your 
especial care the execution of those measures which alone can render the 
Naib's conduct subject to the effect of a full enquiry, and secure that 
retribution which may be due, on the detection of any fraud, embezzle
ment, or collusive practice, in his publick or private transactions. 

" In order, therefore, to make him amt'nable to a due course of justice, 
and to prevent the ill consequences which might result from the resent
ment and revenge which he may conceive on the knowledge of our 
intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (inlmediately on the receipt 
of this letter) to issue your private orders for securing the person of 
Mahomet Reza Cawn, together with his whole family, and his known 
partizans and adherents, and to make use of Buch measures as your 
prudence shall suggest for bringing them down to Calcutta; and it is 
our pleasure that they by no meaDli be suffered to quit the place; until 
Mahomet Reza Cawn shall have exculpated himself from the crimes of 
which he now stands charged or suspected, or shall have duly accounted 
for the revenues collected by him," etc.]* 

Your Lordships will be adverting, I dare say, to the 
comparative lenity of arresting Cheyt Sing. This was a 
man of superior rank, and having the controul of every
thing which was the subject of the government of the 
British nation. 

Now, under these orders, Mr. Hastings had a situation of 
peculiar trust and delicacy conferred upon him. He was 

In.tructionS: obliged, in sifting the conduct and character of Mohammed 
to employ R Kh h' aI" f N d ~undoom..,. eza an, to use t e actIve m Igmty 0 un comar. 
~~c~iio~~o- For that purpose, he was obliged, the while, to hold out to 

him that apparent confidence which might enable him to 
execute the functions which were committed to him; at the 

His inn.. same time knowing, as he knew by the recorded inf.'UUY of 
~:r~h... this man many years before, that he was a person who could 

be with no safety trusted. The character of N undcomar 
was not then for the first time blazoned and discovered. The 
book that I have in my hand, Mr. Vansittart's Narrative, 
published in 1776, eight years before the period when this 
man stood forward the accuser-I might almost say the 
suborned accuser-of Mr. Hastings, states his character to 
be such that no person, upon his own selection, would have 
employed him or ventured to have handled or touched him: 
nothing but the peremptory commands of the Company, 
conveyed in that letter, could have induced Mr. Hastings 
to have given a moment's countenance to such a person. 

I will state the character described of him here, because 

• Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 7~3. 
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much obloquy has been cast upon Mr. Hastings, as if he had IHEB.1792. 

voluntarily I!clccted this man as his agent, and only thrown -
discountenance and discredit upon him at the time when he 
stood forward as his accuser. My Lords, this man, at the 
time when Mir Jaffier was restored to themusnud, struggled Refusalot 
h d b . d h' .' f' . . theEn~lish ar to e appOInte to t e Bltuation 0 prIme mlDlster to to appomt 

Mir J affier; but, so jealous were the English then of the t,~t::'~t 
bad qualities of Nundcomar-so fully apprised of the mis- Jaflier. 

chiefs of his character-that the several minutes entered upon 
that occasion detail them; and Mr. Vansittart announces to 
the Company his despair of being able to break off the 
newly appointed Nawab, Mil' Jaffier, from the pertinacity 
with which he clung to Nundcomar. There were several 
minutes entered about the period of July, 1763, at the 
time the Nawab had expressed his wish to have Nundcomar 
appointed his minister. Mr. Hastings, among the rest, was 
of opinion, with the President, with regard to N undcomar's 
character, that he was a person very unfit to be trusted in 
such a situation. Mr. Vansittart, in his letter home, an-
nounces this as a particular danger that pressed upon his 
mind, and that threatened the security of the Nawab's 
affairs. He says,-

"I think it my duty to acquaint you, at the same time, with what Letterot. 
obEervations occur to me on the present state of the country. ~ Vanslt-
Meer Jaffier bcing again in possession of the government, it is my • 
wish he should be supported in it as long as he lives. This was 
also my wish before, but I found it impossible; and now again, 
if lome timely precautions are not taken, I am apprehensive that 
you ma.y 800n find yourselves under the same difficulties. The 
Nabob's Incapacity for business is universally acknowledged. He should 
endeavour to make up for that deficiency by appointing men of experience 
and character to manage the different branches; but he seems rather to 
incline to throw himself into the hands of those who lIatter his weakness, 
and take advantage of it. We are assured that Nundcomar has, at 
this time, the entire disposal of the Nabob's will, and of all the alfairs 
of the provinces, of which the consequence -will be that we shall con
tinually be amused and perplexed with his arts and intrigues. We shall 
be told of the schemes of the King and the Marattas, and all the chiefs 
of the empire. and what weight and interest he has with them. We 
shall be obliged to keep a large army constant!y in the field to guard the 
province ~ain8t designs which never existed, by which our military 
expenses WIll absorb the most part of our revenues, and the Nabob will 
be led into an extravagant diSSipation of his money to foreign powers. to 
indulge the pride of his minister, and at length, being unable to fulfil his 
engagements and pay his own troops, will fall again to ruin."· 

• Letter or Mr. Vansittart, Governor. to the COllllcil of Bengal, 19 De
cember, 1763.-Printed in the .. Narrative of Transactions in BengaJ," by 
Henry Vanlittart, voL iii, p. 416. 
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14 FED.1702. My I.ords, this shows in what estimation the intriguing 
and mischievous qualities of this man were held by the 
Government in the year 1764, eight years before the new 
Government arrived-this man, whom .Mr. Hastings, under 
the orders of the Company, for the purpose of discovering 
the supposed malversation of Mohammed Reza Khan" was 

__ ' .. directed to employ, and employed upon this inquiry, but de-
~~\C~ui~tal of tected nothing. And, at last, Mohammed Reza Khan, not· 

~.:.:"tKh!.';,~ withstanding all these reports which had been circulated from 
Europe, and the inflammatory publication I have stated, was 
honourably acquitted of every species of charge. 

At the very moment of time when Mr. Hastings was 
Suspicion of obliged to be using the assistance of this man, in a lettcr 
Mohammed I h . . S b 1772 h' d' I Reza Khan t lUt e wntes In eptem er, ,e Imme late y announces 
~R'ir"!~~ by to the Company what his suspicions or Nundcomar werc
hf in... what his fears - what his previous knowledge j and, in 
I'hi.

r
• III short, describes him as he is described here, and had, been 

Similar ex· 
prc.'iSions of 
opinions on 
other oooa,.. 
sions. 

believed to be by all mankind, in all antecedent time; and 
that at a period when, according to the opinion of tIle 
honourable Manager, there existed no motive for so stating 
him, but when he ought to have been hugging him to his 
breast as his affectionate friend and the immediate servant of 
his most valuable interests ! 

My Lords, he uniformly so stated and spoke of him. In 
a letter, eight months before the arrival of his nomination as 
Governor General, u~der the Act, in 1 'l7 3, he reprobates his 
character in the most strong and forcible language. He 
states himself to be disappointed in all the use he was sup
posed he might be of to him. He suggested no beneficial 
discovery, but always suggested some falsehood, which, upon 
being pursued, ended in uncertainty; or, at least, never l)ro
duced anything which could be proceeded upon as a ground 
of crimination against Mohammed Reza Khan. I mention 
this, to show that the same opinion was entertained of him at. 
periods long antecedent to when it was thought fit to use 
him as an inRtrument. Mr. Hastings, not only upon that 
occasion, but upon another, has stated, evcn upon oath, ill 

HisopiniOll the course of the trial of Fowke and others, what was his 
~~ ~i: rei:.ln opinion of this man, and his inducement ever to employ him. 
of Fowke. Mr. Hastings is asked-had he not nny connections with 

N undcomar ? He answers-" I certainly had, that is to 
say, I employed him upon many occasions;' I patronised 
and countenanced him, but it is well known I never had an 
opinion of his virtue and integrity. I believe he knew I 
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had not. I beg to add, that, when I employed him as an 14 FBB.1792. 

instrument of government, I might have other motives on 
which I relied than his integrity. I had other .motives; but 
I think it necessary for my own character to declare that I 
had thc orders of my superiors to employ him." Your 
Lordships recollect those secret, confidential, orders which Effect of the 

he was not warranted to disclose, even to the Committee of ~~Cr~! ~f_ers 
Circuit who were acting with him, and that he was obliged to ~~~y~ tim 
put a false gloss on the character of this man, not avow:ing . 
tile truth for his employing him at all. This was sent home 
to the Directors, who perfectly understood that, in giving a 
temporary countenarrce to N undcomar, he only gave him this 
conntenance because it was their orders that he should do 
80 with a view to give him efficiency in a service in which 
they wanted to employ him. 

The character of N undcomar, as it was afterwards more 
fully blazoned, had not very imperfectly appeared, as I llUve 
stated, 80 early :IS in the year 1764. In the general letter 
sent from home, dated the 22d of February, in that year, about 
the pel'iod of time of the letter of Mr. Vansittart, which I 
read from his own Narrative, there is this argument :.-

" From the whole of your proceedings with respect to Nundcomar, III opinion 
there seems to be no doubt of his endeavouring by forgery and false of ~11l:,am
acc.JsatioD8 to ruin Ram Chum; that he has been guilty of carrying on ~~an P: 
correspondence with the county powers, hurtful to the Company's pressr;d by 
interests, and instrumental in conveying letters between the Sha-zada ~~::a Di~e&64 
and the French Governor General of Pondicherry ; in short, it appears he' . 
is of that wicked and turbulent disposition that no harmony can subsist 
in the society where he has an opportunity of interfering.* 

It is much to regretted that the India Company, enter
taining and having reason to entertain this opinion of this 
man, should at any time afterwards think proper to put any 
gentleman in the situation in which Mr. Hastings was placed, 
when obliged to act with such a miscreant. 

I thought it necessary to state this, in order to obviate Gloss given 

th ' . d db' . f to t·he Mo-e ImpreSSIOn en eavoure to e given to a mIDute 0 hamme(l 
1\1 H t · . :11' h h t' d th t Reza Khan's r. as mgs, m W lC , W en ac mg un er e secre "haracter by 

orders unknown to his associates, he gives a 0'108S to the ~fr. Hast-

1 fh' b - c mgs. 
C laracter 0 t IS man; ut whICh the Company were not 
deceived by, because they knew he had their own confi-

• Extract from the Company's General Utter to their President and 
(,,(luncil; dated 22d l!'ebrnary, 1764.-Printed in the .. Minntes of the Evi
(Jeuel'," 1" 99fl. 
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U F~'T99. dential, private, orders in his pocket so to employ this 
man. Therefore, I think, after this secret and confidential 
letter to Mr. Hastings, in virtue of which he was acting 
when he entered that minute of apparent commendation of 
Nundcomar, that, after it was known and published, it was 
not perfectly proper to have urged that minute against 
Mr. Hastings, as exhibiting a picture of his real sentiments 
and opinion in respect of this man. . 

c
t 

omtPltratttve, In reading that letter, I took the liberty of drawing your 
roomeno L dh" . h . fMh Mohammed or s IpS attentIon to t e comparatlve treatment 0 0 am-
=ltcr.~n med Reza Khan and Shitab Roy-of their treatment, upon this 
Ring. loose suggestion, as compared with the treatment of Cheyt 

Sing at a future period, when put under a mere nominal 
arrest, for clear manifest acts of disaffection and contumacy 
towards the British power, at that moment of its extremest 
exigency, when it was questionable whether we maintained 
on the coast of Coromandel a foot of territory, and whether 
we should continue to hold that depended upon the assist
ance that should be given us by every dependant on the 
British empire. Here are men drawn from their homes 
several hundred miles, to endure a trial at Calcutta, upon 
those charges from the Company for which there stood 
forward nobody to vouch-charges loosely suggested in this 
way. I beg your Lordships to contrast that conduct with 
the mild and gentle conduct applied to the zamindar of 
Benares, for such contumacy as he had, during a course of 
years of grinding necessity, exhibited; when he was only 
put under a nominal arrest, for the purpose of showing that 
the Company were proceeding in a conrse of inquiry, and 
would induce some punishment for that contumacious 

The Com-

f:lit.:'~~; 
their own 
diwa.n. 

Merit of 
Mr. Hast
iugs' report 
on the 00-
counts. 

conduct. 
About the period I stated, when there was this inquiry 

into the conduct of Mohammed Reza Khan, the Company 
announced to Mr~ Hastings that they meant in future to 
stand forward as their own di wan. That was, to take their 
financial government out of the hands of their officia~ agents 
and administer it by their own servants. The detail of the 
collections was a su~ject yet unexplored. Mr. Hastings 
addressed himself to that inquiry with so much diligence, 
he has detailed the subject with so much perspicuity, he 
has introduced into the confused mode of keeping the 
accounts so much regularity and order, that it was the 
object of universal praise in the year 1773, when the affairs 
of the Company were under consideration, and formed, 
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together witb those I llave mentioned, one of tbe principal 141 F~792. 
inducements for the Parliament of Great Britain to appoint 
him to the station of Governor General. 

It was necessary, before nny arrangement was made of the ~po~s of 

revenues, that there should be an inquiry into the nature of O;~~l\t' 
the lands. and into the sufficiency of the zamindar, and his 
ability to yield the sort of rent that was required of him. 
The Committee of Circuit was appointed for this purpose. 
The voluminous reports of that Committee were the means 
of enabling the servants afterwards, and Mr. Hastings imme-
diately, to frame and communicate a system upon which we 
act principally to the present hour. 

Mr. Hastings first had it in contemplation, finding that First ~u~ 
there were Bupervisors, to continue the same sort of officers, fI'::tfnr. [~ 
under the name of collectors. And that which he ultimately :~le~:io~9 
adopted was, in the first instance, the means to which he to Calcutta. 

looked for the purpose of settling the revenues and bringing 
down to the seat of political government the seat of financial 
collection-to make them both the same and bring them both 
down to Calcutta. That was the first plan; and, though he 
afterwards deviated from that plan in the erection of pro-
vincial Councils, yet it was with a view to obtain that 
knowledge which might render thnt which was the primary 
objp.ct of his plan ultimately beneficial to be adopted. That 
I may not be understood to be stating at hazard that 
Mr. Hastings had it in view to bring down the collections 
of revenue and the adjustments of accounts from Moor
shedabad to Calcutta, and to make all financial collections 
centre there, I will state a letter to your Lordships, in which 
he announces such to have been his intention and the reso-
lution of the Committee of Circuit:-

" It was unanimously resolved," he says, "to adopt the plan proposed His letter on 
hy our Preaider.t and members of the Committee of Circuit at Cossim- the subject. 
bazar, for removing the seat of the revenue business to the Presidency, 
and for putting this important branch of your affairs under the immediate 
management of our Governor General and Council.". 

Now, Mr. Hastings has been arraigned for the chanO'e of His adoption 
h· I . tho h h d'd d .. "al CO of provincial IS p an lD IS respect-t at e I a opt provlDCl oun- Councils, 

cils; nnd the crime alleged against him is, not that he adopted ~~~:t::li
them having first intimated an idea. that the settlement of all tlonofthem 

revenues at Calcutta would have been better, but that, having 

• Extract from General Letter of the President and Council of Calcutta to 
the Directors,3d November, 1772.-Printed in the Sixth Report from the 
Committee of Secrecy, 1773. . 
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17 FEB. 1792. once adopted them, he thought the original aystem a better 
- and that he ultimately reverted to it. Is a chanO"e of 

sentiment criminal? Was it like any crime? The ~rime 
would, have been in adopting the regulations respecting the 
provincial Councils; for his first thoughts approved the settle
ment of the collection of the revenues at the Presidency, 
and his last resolution centered in that measure. If there is 
any crime, it is in the intervening measure. The first 
and the last are at this moment continued, with the full 
approbation of Lord CornwaHis and of every member of 

System of every succeeding Council. And there is not a gentleman 
~~e~~_ at who can be adduced at your Lordships' bar who, upon a fair 
r.~n"l jus- comparison of that system with the relative advantages of 
Ie. the several systems of collection of revenue by individual 

collectors stationed at the provinces, and of provincial Coun
cils, will not readily give the former the preference, as two 
able servants, Mr. Shore and Mr. Anderson, have already 
done at your Lordships' bar. . 

My Lords, it is a crime, it seems, that Mr. Hastings, at 
one period of his government, was so convinced of the pro
priety of appointing provincial Councils that he thought it 
might be advisable to establish them by Act of Parliament. 
The whole of that, taking it at the utmost, amounts to this, 
that, at one time, Mr. Hastings entertained a conviction of 
the propriety of that system, which conviction he was after
wards dispossessed of. 

Advallt~g~ The provincial Councils did answer many purposes of 
ofprovl\1C1al • • h· . d b f . L! 
Councils as convemence 111 t e InterIm, an y way 0 preparatIon lor 
~o~;"E.":: the more mature system of collection at the Presidency. It 
sure. sent a considerable number of the senants of the Company 

into the provinces; it sent them into a new school, to learn 
a new lesson. Finance was a subject of which they were 
perfectly unapprised at that time. Almost the whole know
ledge of the subject was confined to the single bosom of 
Mohammed Reza Khan, who had recently been dispossessed 
of [his office J. W e we~e unacquainted with the modes of 
collection, unacquainted with . . . . . . . . . _ 
But the provincial Councils had their criminations and recri
minations-their m~nutes, votes, quarrels-their dissensions 
-every vice that afterwards disabled the effect, in a great 
measure, of the principal government of that country. Their 
institution was afterwar,ds found to be with a view to the 
benefits to which Mr. Hast4.ngs looked; and, having acquired, 
hy the intervention of the p~vincial Councils, that quantity of 
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information which he wished to acquire, it became matterl4IFBn.1~92. 
for the adoption of that system which he ultimately adopted ; 
aud the only alteration that has been made in it has been 
in a matter of doubtful utility, and which, perhaps, had better 
not have been made-I mean, by giving as its president, a 
member of the Supreme Council, so that that which has 
become the peculiar business of one- has ceased to become 
the general business of all. And, though that gentleman has, 
I dare say. discharged the office adequately, yet I conceive • 
it would have been better to have subjected the whole of the 
conduct of that Board to the inspection and controul of the 
Supreme Council at Calcutta. Nearly about this time, two Revenues 

f 'd bl h' h h d h' h from salt sources 0 very consl era e revenue, W IC a It erto aud opium 

sunk into the pockets of private individuals and had been ~~~uc~~~o 
the source o~ v~r~ great emolument ~o them, were wr~sted ~i:.YJ!sf;. 
from those mdlvlduals by Mr. Hastmgs and approprIated ings. 

to the public-I mean, the revenues arising from salt and 
opium; which at present-that of Ea1t alone-in the years 
1789 and 1790, netted this appropriate revenue-as far as 
the public is concerned, of his own sole creation-of no less 
a sum than 86 lacs of rupees. By this single act, a sum of 
860,000l. a year-which is more than all the money that is 
paid, I believe, for interest upon bond debt-more than all 
tho money that is paid by the Company in the shape of 
interest in Europe-was, by this single act of Mr, Hastings, 
taken from the accumulations of individuals and added to the 
wealth of the Company. 

VOL. II. 00 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SPEECH .oF EDWARD 
LAW, ESQ., COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT IN 
OPENING THE DEFENCE UPON THE SEVERAL 
ARTICLES OF THE CHARGE; 17 FEBRUARY, 1792. 

I1F~792. My LORDs,-~en I had last the honour to appear 
Comparison' before your LordshIps, I 'Ventured to occupy a considerable 
~~v~~ents portion of your time by It detailed account and comparison 
~:it~~r~~t 01 of the successive governments of India, from that period 
the English. when we become first historically acquainted with it, down 

to those times in which those governments more immediately 
mix and blend themselves with the concerns and interests of 
this country. 

My Lords, I thought myself not only warranted but re
quired to lay this relatio~ before you; in order to remove 
some undue impressions which have been made upon the 
pUblic mind by a contrary and, as I conceive, very unfounded 
representation of the principles and practice of those govern
ments, to the comparative disadvantage of the British esta
blishments in India. My Lords, I conceived myself warranted, 
indeed, by that concern which every member of the com
munity has in the general character and estimat.ion of his 
country ;-required, as representing upon this occasion the 
gentleman at. your bar, who, having borne for so many years 
so eminent a share in the administration of that government, 
could not be unaffected, either in fame or feeling, by any 
odium which might be, cast upon it; and upon whose head 
all the accumulated vices and abuses which have, at any 
time, been supposed to exist in that country have been heaped 
with no very sparing liberality. 

Topicslntro. My Lords,' however incorrectly these topics may have 
1~~~::a- been handled' on eitber side-whatever unfair inferences 
r:~A.':.ttc\~ may have been drawn from supposed topics in medio between 

. us-yet, inasmuch as there is an appeal to the fair, genuine, 
uncorrupted, text and page ,of history, those inferences or 
those misrepresentations are not, upon the present occasion, 
very much the subject of my complaint. But, my Lords, 
there are other topics, not introduced by way of prefatory 
matter or necessal'y illustration-topics introduced in the grave 
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and serious form of criminatory charge'-:topics for which, ifl'1FBB.1792. 
I find no place for them in the Articles before you, if I find -
no place in that which existed as a fair, credible, document, 
at the time that the statement was made which appears to be 
drawn from, or, in some measure, to be connected with, that 
document, I have, on the part of the accused person, some 
reason indeed to complain, My LOl'ds, I shall be very Statem~nts 
readily understood to allude to that which I will call the D:~~:~~. 
very shocking and atrocious fable of Deby Sing. 
M~ Lords, every accuser, I conceive, before he states 'at Made with. 

I, b ' , t h h ' h outwal'-a. pu lC ar any cnmmatory ma ter w atever,oug t, IIi t e ranty. 
first place, to have reasonable and probable assurance that 
the matter he so adventures to state is true. In the next 
place, he ought to have reasonable and probable assurance 
that that matter which he so states is applicable to the party 
against whom he makes such statement, And, lastly, he 
ought to have all that assurance which the best lights of his 
own understanding, the best acquired information that is 
accessible to him, can convey to him, that he shall·have an 
opportunity to verify by proof that matter which he so 
undertakes to state, and that the adverse party, against 
whom he so states it, shall have an opportunity by counter 
proof to repel that accusation, Now, all these circumstances, 
which ought to constitute the foundation of a legitimate 
charge, are wanting upon this occasion, 

In the first place, the honourable Manager who intro- Hastype. 

d d h' b' t d h h h d . d rusal of the YCe t IS SU ~ect 0 you state to you, t at e a acqtllre information 

the knowledge of that which he was communicating by the Ua!~er. 
perusal ot onty the last fourteen days; and, allowing that 
that perusal was as accurate and the attention given to it 
was as intense-and I have no doubt it was-as that 'Which 
any human mind could apply to that subject, yet, the hasty 
perusal-for hasty, from its volutne, it must be'-of so wuch 
matter must neccssarily not e11able that honourable p'erson to 
state it with that asSured confidence of it!! truth wliich 0111y 
would warrant the statement. , 

But that honourable person, in looking at the votume The circum· 

from which he stated it, must know that the very facts that ~~ed:::'1e
he asserted as unquestionably true were at that !noment ~~~io::,:r
denied; were at that moment under trial; were at that ~te time ' 

moment employing ~he diligent iI~vestigation o! the Gove~or as:lrt~~e 
General and CounCil; that parties were at Issue upon It; 
that it was a thing in so questionable a shape that no man, 
with that tenderness which honourable people f~el-and I 

002 
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17 FDB.1792. dare say that honourable Manager feels as much as any man 
-for the character of a neighbour, even in an ordinary 
transaction and in'the common intercourse between man 
and m~n, would have ventured to state it, with any degree of 
positive assertion of its truth. How much less in a criminal 
charge, with this mark of doubt annexed to it; when it Wal! 
at that moment in inquiry; when it was uncertain whether 
it would not be falsified in every particular I I cannot re
concile it to my own ideas. They may be defective. They 
are not a rule of government, perhaps, by any means, for 
others. But to my own ideas of justice and humanity I 
cannot reconcile it, to state that as-a fact which was. at that 
very moment peremptorily denied, and under trial whether 
it was true or not. 

Refusal to I will not now-for I am precluded by the course of your 
~~t.':,';:~~90 Lordships' proceedings-st~te ,.anY thing respecting the truth 
"';:" formal of that allegation. I .did, when the honourable Manager 
c arge. stated it, at the earliest opportunity that} had for doing so, 

request-earnestly request and: beseech-that that which he 
so ventured to state might be reduced into the regular, 
authentic, form of a charge; that Mr. Hastings might, have 
an opportunity of redeeming his fame from an impu~ation 
much more grievous than any that had been thrown upon it 
by the detailed scope of th~ 'vhol€) Articles put together. It 
was not my petition only; it was the petition-and earnest 
petition-of the gentleman at your bar, applied to that body 
which might have given him relief, beseeching that he mig}!t 
have a substantial form of.charge, which he ,might grasp and 
with which he might grapple. My Lords, that favour has 
been denied us; and we are now, therefore, at ,this moment, 
pr~cluded, by your Lordships' decision that the matters of 
Deby Sing had no foundation-in the charge and did not 
admit the Managers to proof-we are precluded from any 
counter proof upon that subject: we cannot discuss the 
particulars of it; the injury is done to us for ever: the con
stitution has no remedl for it-

My Lords, I know that such is the nobleness of your 
Lordships' natures that unprovetl assertions will not pass for 

Elfeett,of tho proof; that the only effect that these assertions will hllve. will 
Msor 10US b' .,. . d h b d f ' d' ~1l th,o pub- e lD eXCltmg In your mm stat so er egree 0 10 Igna-
Ie 1TI1Ild. tion and abhorrence with which one hears any unauthorised 

charge in the course of any accusation-not only unautho
rised, but which cannot be substantiated according to the 
terms and form of the charge. I know it will have nu. other 
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effect in minds so constituted; but, with the vast and im·1'1 FBB.1792. 
portant mass of the community, who do not reason with the -
delicacy and refinement which your Lordships' minds are 
accustomed to-with many of them, the seal of our condem· 
nation is put for ever; for they will not-so are they accus-
tomed to deem, and so I hope they always will deem, of that 
honourable body whom these gentlemen represent-they 
will not believe that they would deliberately state at your 
bar, not only that which they had not credible reason to 
believe to be true, but which they had not adequate forms to 
substantiate in proof, and a charge to sustain that proof. 

My Lords, I will therefore take my leave of this subject, 
not being permitted to discuss it in detail, inasmuch as the 
honourahle Managers have been so precluded from it. But 
I do lament that this instance has existed of a crimination 
loading a party with imputations- from which he cannot 
redeem himself by any means that the law knows; hoping 
that this, as it is the first instance of such excess, so it will 
he the la8t of such excess in matteI's of accusation. 

My. Lords, having disposed of this topic, I will now recur History of 

h . d f h h· f M H . , Mr. Hast-to t at pc rIO 0 t e Istory 0 r. astmgs government ings' govern-
with which I closed, at the time when I had last the honour ment. 

of addressing your Lordships. Your Lordships will recollect, 
Mr. Hastings had, in the year 1772, taken upon him the 
government of Bengal. He had found existing in the govern· 
ment of that country some defects; and he had found our Derange

finances in a state of derangement which certainly required :::~:;~ 
every relief which his J. udgment and his industry could P!evious to 

hIS assump-
apply. My Lords, I do not mean to throw any blame upon tiono! tho. 
the gentleman who preceded him in the administration of govemmen •• 

our public affairs in India; it is enough for me, that the 
affairs were then in such a situation that it occurred to the 
Company, as the best means of retrieving them, to send that 
person who they thought had the best talents suited to 
the purpose, and to address those talents to that work; 
and it occurred to Mr. Hastings to adopt several regulations, 
which I have already mentioned to yOUT Lordships, respecting 
the revenues . 
. I think, when I closed, I was beginning to state to your 

Lordships that he had added a resource of public revenue 
which had hitherto constituted only a source of priYate Interfe,;encs' 

emolument-I mean the profits arising from salt. The Jr:'~:';. 
appropriation of this fund to the use of the Company began, l:.~::~g 
oriorrinalIy, in the administration of Mr. Hastings. Its effect the salt 

revenue. 
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17 'JIll. nos. was lruspended by many interfering regulations introduced 
- by the Council-General, who afterwards assisted him-by 

m~ny interfering regulations and, as I would say, deteriora
tions of his plan by the Company themselv~s; and it had, at 

SUCC'f of last, fallen. into such decay that, in the year 1780, there was 
~t';o~':'d req uireda;ll~:W: plan, of the sole formation of Mr. Hastings, to 
by Mr. Hast- •• t thO f d ak' b fi' 1 ings in 1780. remVIgorae: . Ii soqrce 0 . revenue, an to melt ene CIa 

and effective to· the public. That plan was then given, and 
the fruits ·of that plan have -been a continually increasing 
revenue, increasing in large proportion, and attaining, in the 
year 1789-90, the sum of eighty-six: lacs, or 860,0001., net 
revenue, !td~~d to the resources of the Company. 

Revenue In th¢. s~e period, about the J(ear 1772 or 1773, when 
from opium. Mr. Hastings first acquired this source of revenue for the 

Company, he added Ilnother, which had unquestionably, till 
then, been alone a source of private emolUlllent, I mean that 
of opiq,m. In the year 1789-90, the profits to the Company 
arising from this article of opium amounted to seventeen 
lacs, that is, to 170,OOOl. These were additions to the 
revenue which Mr. Hastings immediately made. When I 
say this, I do not speak of the amount; but these were the 
sources of addition which he immediately devised for the 
penefit of the Company. ' 

The Empe
ror's lengue 
with the 
Mahrattas. 

. At that time the King, to whom, under the treaty of Alla
habad, not only Corah and Allahabad had been reserved as a 
royal domain for his residence, but an annual stipend of 
twenty-six: lacs a year-the King, having thrown himself 
into the arms of the Mahrattas, deluded by some visionary 
project of being restored to the throne of Delhi, had trans
ferred to them and their use that territory of Corah and 
Allahabad which had been appropriated to him for far other 
purposes. He had become their ally or their prisoner, but I 
believe he had willingly thrown himself into their hands, 

Fotfeiture ot under the seduction of the lure of being replaced on the 
~~ ~~~3~d throne of his ancestors; and that added to their resources the . 
fAvcfhifhpwenty-six: lacs, a year, which had been given to him by 
AJ..h:bJ.o the Company, and the land of Corah and Allahabad, which 

had been assigned to him for his residence. It became, iu 
prudence-it became, in justice, necessary for the Company 

The landau. 
part ot the 
territory of 
Oude. 

to resume e. grant so extremely misapplied. What he 
acquired by the treaty of Allahabad was certainly the pure 
gift of the Company. It was not what had been previously 
taken from him, but was, as your Lordships will recollect, 
severed from the territory of Oude; constituting, at the time 
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of the treaty of Allahabad, a solid and substantial part of the 17 fEB. 179"2. 

dominions of Oude; being taken from Suja-ud-Dowla, at the 
time we remitted to him the rest of hia territory, and .added 
to the King. It occurred to Mr. Hastings to resume these 
dominions of Corah and Allahabad, all well as this allowauce. 
The allowance of twenty-six lacs " year added a further 
relief to the Company, in being spared the issue of that 
money, and likewise added to the advantage of the country 
government j for, that sum of twenty-six lacs being annually 
paid without the limits of the Company's provinces, WaB a 
continual drain of that specie which, for the benefit of the 
country, was necessary to circulate through the provinces. 

Mr. Hastings lI-Cquired, not o~y these twenty-six lacs, but The lands 

h . lha . d TI .. ld made over t e territory ve mentlOne . 1e terntory It wou not to Suj .... ud-

be convenient to hold in the Company's own hands. It had DowJa. 

been laid down as a rule, pretty invariably adhered to, that 
the Company should not exteJld its territories beyon<l the 
limits which they obtained at the period of 1765, when the 
treaty of Allahabad was made. It was therefore thought pru-
dent to transfer this territory-a border territory,:a frontier 
territory, essential to be in strong hands, for the maintenance 
of our provinces of Behar and Bengal~to Suja-ud-Dowla, 
who was best able to maintain the gift we JDade him. When 
I say a gift, it was accompanied with the condition of the 
l>ayment of fifty lacs, which furnished an immediate re-
source to the distressed affairs of the Company, and which, 
added to another fund I shall mention, constituted the first 
immediate fund for the Company's distresses. 

At the same time, Suja-ud-Dowla hal! been iJlvited by the A!'sistance 

peopla of the Rohilla country to come to their protection ~~':u~ 
against the Mahrattas, who bad at that period begun to invade ~r~~ttrhe 
that country. Suja-ul!-Dowla applied to the Engliah to ~m;sth 
assist him in defending his territories. anI! ours, and those of ~~ttas~ 
the Rohillas. from the invasions of what would then be a 
common enemy, the Mahrattas, who were endeavouring to 
get possession of Corah and Allahabad, endeavouring to gain 
possession of the Rohilla country, and to penetrate into the 
Duab. Mr. Hastings conceived that it became him, in a 
due regard to the preservation of the Company's interests. 
and particularly with respect to its frontiers, to accede to 
this proposed alliance between himself, on the part of the 
Cdmpany, Suja-ud-Dowla and the people of the Rohilla 
country. He was to lend the assistance of British arms to Portylacs 

Suja-ud-Dowla; and Suja-ud-Dowla stipulated with the to be paid 
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17 FEB. 1792. H.ohillas for the payment of the sum of forty lacs to him, 
to him by in consideration of' assi:;tance to be lent them against 
the Rohill .. ~. the Mahratta invasion. That assistance waS yielded; but, 

even in the very moment when Suja-ml-Dowla WIIS in the 
field, to sustain the RohiIla country against the attack of 
this invading power, the Rohillas, not only stood aloof and 
did not protect themselves from the danger from which 
.flIey had desired the arm of others to protect them, but . 

Tho pay
ment 
evaded. 

entered into alliance with the very power against whom 
they had prayed the assistance of Suja-ud-Dowla. However, 
the Mahrattas were repelled, :lud on the expiration of some
what more than a year, spent in variety of applications to 
the Rohillas for the payment of that sum which they had 
stipnlated to pay as the price of the assistance, that snm not 
being rendered, Suja-ud-Dowla thought himself warra!lted 
in demanding, in virtue o~ ~ guarantee signed by the Com
mander-in-Chief of the British forces, Sir Robert Barker, the 
assistance of the English nation to compel the Rohillas to 
perform this treaty. 

My Lords, I will not at the present moment prosecute 
this subject further-for I shall have occasion to revert to it 

~lie~ ~b-th by and by-than to state, that, in consequence of the stipu
c;::'~an~b; lation between Suja-ud-Dowla and us, to pay us the sum of 
¥e"le'::,':,1ts forty lacs for our assistance against the Rohillas, that 
tl::,~- assistance was, in virtue of our guarantee and that applica
actions. tion of his, yielded; and that that sum of forty lacs, added 

to the fifty lacs I have before mentioned for Corah and 
Allahabad, constituting the sum of 900,0001. English money, 
formed the first essential relief for the Company's affairs. 
Your Lordships have one sum of relief in the subduction of 
the King's salary ot 260,0001. a year, and an immediate sum 
of 900,0001. When I say "immediate," I know that it was 
not paid, as one may ordinarily say, upon the nail, but that 
it found its way into the public exchequer in the due course 
and order of payment. 

Amount I will now state to your Lordships what is the present 
::.!"~!ob~e amount of the funds acquired by Mr. Hastings-for I will 
Fr. H ... t- not take credit for the subduction of sixteen lacs II. year 
1lgI. from the Nawab's salary, inasmuch as that was immediately 

under the peremptory orders of the Company-but during 
his government. Including that sum, for which I do not 
t.'l.ke credit as means and resources furnished by him, \ve 
were, in the year 1789, receiving no leES a sum than 
1,450,0001., immediately procured for the distresses of the 
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Company by the gentleman now at your bar. Of thill, I 17F~792. 
stated before that sixteen lacs were under the orders of 
the ComlJany. 

This was not the whole, or by any means the whole, of the gtherbaddi. 

resources he devised for us, or the means of retrenchment that re~:nJ.
he sll'rn"csted; for the· .:Deans of retrenchment were them- ments. 

00 d . f selves, to a very large amount, a very pro uctIve source 0 

revenue to the Company. He beset himself to regulate all 
the financial, to regulate all the military, to regulate all the 
judicial, concerns of the Company; and, in the short period 
of somewhat more than two years, that had intervened 
between his accession to the chair and the arrival of the new 
government from England, he had achieved every object the 
Company could wish to have achieved for them in respect to 
finance, and in respect to internal and external security. 
The military savings amounted to no less a sum than twenty
four lacs and a half a year, 245,000l.: the civil savings to 
about 235,000/. These were retrenchments made at this 
period by Mr. Hastings. 

Th&e was another and continuing source of relief to the The subsidy 

Company, and which saves the Company the expense of from Oude. 

maintaining one third of its whole army in Bengal-I mean 
the subsidy from Oude. Your Lordships will recollect that, 
in the treaty of Allahabad, it was stipulated that we should 
give the Wazir military assistance, when it should be wanted 
for the defence of his country; but the terms upon which 
that military assistance should be lent were not there stipu-
lated. At a subsequent period, when that assistance was 
required, a very small and inconsiderable allowance had been 
made for it, so as to make the Company considerably losers 
by that part of the connection: 30,000 rupees a montll, 
for the brigade that was furnished him-a brigade consti-
tuting, with all its parts, about six thousand men-was the 
whole that was first paid by Suja-ud-Duwla. That was 
about the sum that was paid before 1768. After that time 
it amounted to, I think, 160,000 rupees. That was the limit 
it had obtained till the treaty of Benares, by which Corah 
and Allahabad were ceded, to be enjoyed by him as his other 
dominions of Oude had been before. I should have men-
tioned, as another reason why it seemed fitting that Corah 
and Allahabad should be re-nnited to the territory of Suja
ud-Dowla, that they had been before severed from it, when 
he had been guilty of some delinquency to the Company j 
and which he had thoroughly done away by subsequent 
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l1F~792. instances of good conduct to the Company. By the treaty 
of Benares that !!ubsidy is fixed, p.t a certain estimate to 
continue for ever hereafter, at two lacs ten thousand 
rupees, that js, about 21,OOOl. a month. That was the sum 
at which it was fixed for all future time. It did receive 
an enhancement afterwards: and, indeed, when I am here
after speaking of the treaty that was made with the present 
Wazir, on his iluccession to the musnud in the year 1775, I 
think it will be [noticed as] the only commendable article of' 
that treaty-the enll!1'ging the subsidy from two lacs ten 
thousand to two lacs sixty thousand rupees; becau:.;e it is 
fitting the Company shollld be indemnified, in the largest 

__ extent, for any use made of their military assistance. 
~r!:l~ .. I will now shortly state what were, in the period between 
t:~~somade • April, 1772, when Mr. Hastings took charge of the govern
l'l",,~r.;gs to ment, and the year 1774, when the new government arrived, 
~~~"::~~772 the resources he had furnished for the Company and the 
and 1774. savings he bad made in them, calculated as they may be at 

the sum they produced for the year 1789-90. There were 
1,450,0001. There were 252,0001. more, by the subsidy from 
Oude. There were 470,000/. by the savings in the civil and 
military establishment, Altogether making the immediQ.te 
acquirement or saving by Mr. Hastings of a gross Bum of 
somewhere about two millions sterling of annual increase; 
besides the addition of an immediate sum of nearly a million 
sterling, to relieve the Company from the load of debt under 
which it was labouring, at the period when he took the chair 
at Bengal. 

Obloquy Much obloquy has been thrown npon the conduct of 
~~~Ji~~ Mr. Hastings in one of these measures-I mean the sub
~~~!~[O~~f duction of sixteen lacs a year from the N awab of Bengal's 
thfeBNawap salary, in the year 1773, and the consequent retrenchment 
o engals. d h 
allowance. that was made m every department of expense un er t e 

management of the N awab or within the sphere of his 
authority. Of course, if 160,OOOl. was to defray the state 
and expenses, the bounties, the pensions, which were before 
issued from the larger sum of 320,0001., it was necessary 
that each _person who derived any supply from that fund 
must contribute his proportion in that general Teduction
therefore the language that Mr. Hastings uses of lamen
tation, that he was obliged to withdraw from many who had 
filled considerable situations in life heretofore some part of 
their maintenance and !!ubsistence, is highly to the honour 
of his humanity. And it is in no shape imputable to him 
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that that reduction was made. ~ndeed, as soon as the 17 F~792. 
Company had stated that they would" stand forward their fhe reduc
own diwan," it became almost unnecessary to continue the sI~~ed."~';' 
establishment; and it was an act of bounty on their part ~~~E~ing 
towards the descendant of Mir J affier, the present N awab, :i'1;a~~ own 
MobariG-ud-Dowla, to continue him in the state and the 
rank which he now holds, and which, after all, these sixteen 
lacs a year enable him to sustain. It was rather an act of 
bounty and generosity on their part than an act of hardship 
and extreme severity. 

After the Company had -decided that this, which may be 
called the double government, that is, the government 
managed through the intervention of the country powers, 
holding them forth to the eyes of India as the effective 
government-when it determined that this should be dis
continued, it would have been an idle waste of the public 
trellsure to devote a larger portion of it to those services 
than had been devoted to it before. I win use language 
extremely expressive, as I conceive, of the proper sentiment 
that must have filled the minds of the court of Directors and 
the Council of Dengal at the time, thinking, as they must 
necessarily do, of the folly of wasting a larger sum upon a 
service which had ceased to be useful :-'1 When the reason 
of old establishments is gone, it is absurd to preserve nothing 
but the burden of them. This is superstitiously to embalm 
a carcase not worth an ounce of the gum that is used. to 
embalm it; it is to burn precious oils at the tomb; to offer 
meat and drink to the dead-not so much an honour to the 
deceased as a disgrace to the surviver." This sentiment is 
pcrfectly correct, and couched in such terms of eloquence 
nnd application that I take the liberty of reading it from a 
celebmted publication, rather than express, in more homely 
terms, the same idea from myself. . , 

But the charge is, "that, at the time he was making this 
reduction, at the time that you thought sixteen lacs a year, 
under the orders of the Company, sufficient to be devoted . 
for all the purposes of the state of the N awab of Bengal-all fb:rge of 

bis pensions, all his services-you at that time. received a lac a~d~e 
and a half; and that you, in devouring the blood of all ~~ft~rea 
these nobles" -iI?- some such language it was stated-..... " have Nawab. 

chosen to put thus sum of money into your pocket. You 

• See ~. Durke's . Spe~h in opening the Sixth Article of the Charge I 
25th Apnl, 1789.-Prmted In the present volume, p. 8 •• 



588 General Opening oj the Defence: 

17 FEB. 17U2. have been insensible to all the feelings occasioned 
- retrenchment. You have made this a constituent 

your own fortune thus acquired." 

by this 
part of 

The money 
received on 
thepubJio 
acoount. 

A usun.! IPft 
On occaSlOn 
of a visit 
from a 
prince. 

Expenses of 
native 
princes at 
Calcutta 
defrayed by 
the Com
pany. 

I will not recur to the language in which it has been said 
that Mr. Hastings never made any denial of the receipt 
of this snm. He certainly has not. I know it has been 
said-I will not recur obnoxiously to the terms in which it 
has been said-that "there has been much folly, much 
insolence, lIpon this subject; much raving, but no denial.". 
It is enough that these words have been uttered; I make 
no comment upon them; they make their own. But 
Mr. Hastings did not deny it, because it was true, and 
because there was no call, in point of self-defence, to deny 
the receipt of this sum of money; because it was received 
upon the public account. The public had the benefit of it. 
It was a sum usually given, or expenses defrayed to a 
similar amount, to every person representing the public 
government in their visits to one another. At this moment, 
there is not a prince in India who would visit another 
prince of India-certainly none where there existed the 
relation of superior and dependant between them-but 
where the full expense of the visitor is defrayed by the 
person who is visited. And Mr. Hastings himself, in the 
year 1775, takes notice of this very circumstance to Cheyt 
Sing, as an advantage he would derive by being put undel' 
the English government, that he would be relieved from 
the charges of' accommodation to the N awab, d!lring his 
residence at any place within the boundaries of the zamin
dary. This allowance, therefore, was no more than what a 
dependent prince, or even a prince in amity, makes to 
another prince within his boundary. I am not considering 
the honourable gentleman who sits here as a priuce, but as 
representing the Sovereign of Great Britain. It was neces
sary, upon th(same principles upon which we defrayed the 
expense even of the Nawab when he visited us at Calcutta, 
upon the same principles upon which we defrayed the 
expense of every other person of considerable rank-I 
believe, even Hyder Beg Khan's expenses, when he visited 
Calcutta, were defrayed by the Company-upon those 
principles it was just and fitting that the Nawab should 
defray the expenses of Mr. Hastings. Further than to the 

'" See Mr. Burke's Speech in opening the Sixth Article of the Charge; 
21st April, 1789: printed in the present 'Volume, page 61, where the words are 
somewbat differently reported. 
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extent of defraying these expenses nobody has been benefitted, 17 FEB. 1792, 

and to that extent the Company alone j for, if that fund had -
not been provided, that sum or a similar sum must have been 
drawn from the funds of the Company. 

As to any harshness in the treatment of this young prince, Liberal 

B I . I h . d f: treatment the Nawab of enga, certam y e receIve none rom oftheyollng 

Mr. Hastingil, who took the most anxious care to regulate ::~~:li~l 
his concerns in such a manner, that, within the limits of that ings. 

income which the Company had assigned him, within that 
more contracted range, he should find resources of abundance, 
of plenty and of dignity. The sums at which his expenses 
had been settled at different times, and, lastly, I believe, by 
Mr. Shore, all his expenses of almost every sort, faujdari 
adalat-his stables-in short, the necessary attendants upon Largeness of 
,L' f d ' . . b J! I his allow· '1llm 0 every escrlptIOn-amount to a out Jour acs a year. ances •. 

Your Lordilhips will find it in the statement of accounts by 
Mr. Shore, at page 566 of[the Appendix to] your Minutes. 
The sum in pensions allowed to the different members of his 
family amount to three lacs a year. These two sums being 
seven out of sixteen lacs, there were between 90,000l. and 
100,000/. a year to employ purely in pleasure. Now I conceive 
that the Company, for whose act, however, Mr. Hastings is no 
way questionable-for it was their pleasure that it should be 
reduced, and he carried that l'eduction into effect-treated 
this man with very just attention to his happiness and 
comfort, in leaving him an income so large, unincumbered 
with any other charges than those which were brought upon 
it by his own extravagance and folly; for that sum was left 
wholly and entirely to be exhausted in pleasure. I conceive, 
therefore, that, being relieved, as he was, from the pressure 
and load of government, he had attained the ultimatum of 
Asiatic happiness-a large income to receive, a great deal 
of money to waste, and nothing to do! He was exactly 
placed in that situation under the arrangements Jlladeby 
Mr. Hastings, under the orders of the Company. 

Mr. Shore, in page 569 of [the Appendix to] your Lordships' 
Minutes, mentions that several arrangements were afterwards 
made by Mr. Hastings for the benefit and advantage of , 
the Nawab of Bengal, and that he could not more effectually Advieeand 

h dh' h' 'd J!' h . Ih' control ave secure IS own appmess an comlOrt t an m a( erlng oWered by 

to those regulations. So that, after settling his income, ~:aast
Mr. Hastings by no means left that protecting care which 
he, ought to exhibit to every person under the protection 
or controul of the Company. He, in 1781~ gave such advice 
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11' FED. 11'92. and regulations for him as, if they had been pursued, might 
- have relieved and delivered him from those embarrass

ments and distresses which his own improvidence and 
extravagance have since plunged him into. 

Success of Mr. Hastings having, at this time-for I am now draw-
Mr. Hast- • h t . d h h C '1 G I . d ings' govern. mg near to t a perlO w en t e ounCl enera arrIve 
~~~:f:rhe from England - Mr. Hastings having done everything 
estabtlisfh

t
-h 

to wind up and close the bleeding arteries of profusion-
men 0 e h . h d . h "1 Council avmg retrenc e every unnecessary expense m t e ClVl 
General, and military establishments-having added near two millions 

a year, upon the present calculation of income, to your 
resources in Bengal-having added a million sterling 
to the fund which was to relieve you from your present 
distress, in discharging your debts--having settled upon 
the best foundation every political, financial, civil Land
commercial, regulation-had raised the affairs of the Com
pany and his own fame to that eminence from which it 
required all the counteraction, both at home and abroad, all 
the efforts of an able, active, confederate and hostile, ma
jority, during a great part of the remainder of his govern
ment-it required all this in any manner to remove him. 

and subse-. For, even at last, under all these disadvantages, and the 
quenttohlS add d b d d' d f E recovery of e em arrassments an lsa vantages 0 many ~l1ropean 
power. and many Indian wars, he left the country, on the 15th of 

February, 1785, r~stored to that situation of peace, plenty, 
order and security, in which he had originally placed it, at 
the period of his first salvation of the British interests in 
India, in the year] 774, just prior to the landing of the 
Council General. 

Prejudices My Lords, the Council General of Bengal arrived on the 
~~~~~b~f 19th of Octobe~, 1774. It is to be lamented that some of 
the Oouncil. these gentlemen, unquestionably of very liberal and honour-

able minds-of purposes extremely devoted to the interests 
and the welfare of their country-should have suffered those 
honourable minds of theirs to be perverted, and themselves 
to be diverted from those purposes, by prejudices very in
dustriously and very mischievously infused into their minds, 
about the period of their arrival, by other persons of less 
respectable description. . 

Theirfrivo- My Lords, the commencement of their share in the 
lous com- I . k I' h 
plaints Cin government was querulous enough. thm, belOre t ey had 
:r6a'l.~t~. taken their seats at the Board, they began to complain that 

their arrival was announced by a less complimentary dis..: 
charge of ordnance than they had expected. Other foolish 
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and frivolous complaints of that sort seem to have been made 17 FllB.1792. 

before they met in Council-before they broke ground in -
those decided acts of hostility with which they instantly 
commenced the career of their government. 

On the 25th of October 1774, they met in Council. Mr. Hesitation 
Hastings had desired a delay of a few days, for the purpose i~g~J;,~~t. 
of considering whether he should take the part assigned him ~iW~~n;ndcr 
in the new constitution of things in India. He knew that !~;abfi';h. 
the minds of these gentlemen had been corrupted by studi- ment. 
ously infused prejudices. He srtW mrtny untoward appertl'-
ances, many things which told him he should meet with that 
opposition, that degradation and those insults, which he so 
soon experienced. Meditating and foreseeing all these things, 
with that firmness with which he had endured that irksome 
situation in Council, in the year 1764, rtt the period I have 
already stated, when the war with Cossim Ali broke out, 
when he was associated with persons adverse, in all antecedent 
opinions, to the war that was then breaking out, yet, as he 
would not desert the interests of his country in what he 
conceived a situation of imminent peril, he would not, in the 
year 1774, rtbandon that country which he had raised to 
such a state of prosperity. He would not abandon those Pat~ioti~ 
interests which he had fostered and protected, and which had ~t!i~i~~n 
thriven under his hands, to be blasted by the rashness, the office. 
improvidence, or the ill designs, of others. Though he ex-
pected and actually experienced every species of insult that 
is galling to the spirit of a man, though he staid there to 
have his power entirely wrested from him, and to be every 
moment reminded that it was so by the most poignant affronts 
and indignities, nevertheless, he so endured. He knew his 
country had a stake in his efforts which he would not suffer 
to be lost by any feelings of his own. He, therefore, endured 
degradation and insult-.:::...every thing thrtt is galling to the 
mind of a high spirited man: he stayed that he might save. 
He, by staying, did save and protect that which is now by 
his means the empire of Great Britain. 

The first subject which the members of the new Council Attacks on 
t d h · t' h fi d f h' .. Mr. Hast· urne t CU' atten IOn to, upon t erst ay 0 t Clr sIttmg,ings b.y the 
on the 25th of October, was that of which I have already CounCIl.. 

d L d h· h' The RohIlla state to your or s IpS a part-t e Rohllla war. Upon war. 
that subject they thought fit to comment with considerable 
blame upon Mr. Hastings, for having, as they said, very im
properly committed the Company in a war, beyond the limits 
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17 FEu. 1792. of their provinces-in what they called an offensive war in a 

~heir asse .... country which, they said, was so distant that it was not to 
~'~~~t the be found in any of the maps they had of Hindustan. What 
~~~'~'b:as maps they used I know not. The country must be fonnd 
found in there, for it is immediately bounded by the Ganges on the 
llIaps of. • d 
Hindustnn. one hand and the lulls on the other; an we know the 

A • ..,rtion 
that it was 
an offensive 
war. 

Ganges is within Hindustan, and, therefore, if they had gone 
back to the time of Job Charnock, they would have found 
the Rohilla country-not by the name of Rohillas, I know, 
because they had only obtruded themselves into that country 
within forty years, but that spot denominated by another 
name they would there have found; and it was there, within 
Hindustan, unquestionably, as bounded by the Ganges and 
by those hills to the east But by the name of Rohillas, if 
you look into any very antiquated map, it will not be found, 
for the reasons I have suggested. 

They said it was an offensive war. I conce~ve a war 
growing out of any means of defence is properly partaking 
of the means of that war out of which it originates, and is 
not strictly to be called an offensive war. How was it com
menced? At the instance of the U.ohilla people themselves, 
praying the )lssistance of Suja-ud-Dowla to repel the 1\1ah
rattas, Suja-ud-Dowla. claiming our assistance for the same 
purpose, and we being guarantee of the treaty for the good 
faith between these parties-at the instance of one of the 
people, indeed, and at the instance of one of the chiefs, Hafiz 
Rahmet. This Hafiz Rahmet, who was unfortunately a 
sufferer in this war, and over the degradation of whose 
house there has been much, and I will not say much mis
placed, lamentation-for the calamities of war are always 
a just subject of lamentation-this Hafiz Rahmet has 
been particularly lamented, not only as being a great prince, 
not as an hereditary one, but on account of his gallantry, his 
soldier-like qualities, and also as a poet. I have read an 
ingenious publication upon the subject, which states his being 
celebrated throughout the East on account, not only of his 
valour, but for the beauty of his poetic compositions. Hafiz 
is a great poet; but this man, so far from being a poet, if he 
had not signed this treaty I should have doubted whether 
he could make his mark. But he was the immediate per:5on 
who broke this treaty; he was the person who had signed it ; 
and was more particularly, on the part of his nation, pledged 
to good faith in the observance of this treaty. 
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In discussing the subject of the Rohilla war, I would wish 17FBB.179S. 

not to wander to a greater extent than is necessary, but, Apo\oq for 

inasmuch as this was a subject upon which the Council at t:ec~~ 
their first arrival laid their finger, for the purpose of the war. 

reprobation of Mr. Hastings. it seems to me in some mea-
sure necessary. in order to put him right in your Lordships' 
estimation, to show that, in that in which they imputed to 
him blame, no blame was justly and fairly resulting from the 
transactions which they applied their minds to. 

They said it was impolitic, because it was exposing our Asr4 ~~
frontiers to be assailed by the Mahrattas, with whom this ~~~b;ex. e 

ld b dl f . d - . posing the 
WOU e an en ess source 0 contentIon an ammoslty. frontiers to 
The prediction has been falsified entirely by the event. The :~~acja~m 
frontiers of the Rohilla country, in the custody, as it has rattas. 

been, of Suja-ud-Dowla first and his descendant Asofl'-ud-
Dowla since, have not been assailed, even to this hour, except 
by a little predatory incursion of some Sikhs in the year 
1783, which was disavowed by their own commander, and for 
which the depredators were punished. That which the 
honourable Board predicted would produce perpetual wars, 
*not produced a moment's dissension, and that which was 
to produce perpetual incursions has not produced one hostile 
foot from beyond the Ganges, the limit of that country. 

There is another objection to the treaty of Suja-ud- The !>rygade 
Dowla. It was said that the benefit that we were to derive ~~~~1=. 
from it, taking the brigade at the sum of two lacs, ten thou- Dowla. 

sand rupees a year, was not a natural resource to such a 
country as Bengal, and, at the most, could be but temporary. 
I t has endured to this very hour; and, by the last accounts 
remitted by Lord Cornwallis, it annually netted that amount 
in our treasury. . 

There was at that time a just ground for commencing the Danger ot 
. f h b' b k d' ftrustingthe war, 10 respect 0 t e treaty emg ro en, an 1D respect 0 frontier to 

policy; for it would be dangerous to commit the guard of so ~~etg:f~ 
important a frontier to a people at once weak and faithless, hillas. 

who did not leave it to ns to conjecture what they would do, 
in a moment of cold neutrality or the hour of danger, when 
they could make this return in the moment of their protec.-
tion, and in the fever of their hottest gratitude. Therefore, I 
conceive this measure, upon which their first censure fell, is 
p;rfectly jus~ifiable upon principles of justice and upon prin-
Ciples of pohcy. 

The next measure .which attracted their observation and Demand bI 
blame arose out of thIS :-They demanded from Mr. Middle- ~;o~:.c 

VOL. II. P P 
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17 FBB.nos. ton, then the Resident at Oude, who had been sent thither 
Middleton, by M1'; Hastings, the instant production of all his corre
~!.~':,:~"ce spondence .. They grounded the right to this production upon 

. an order of the Company, made in the year 1770. I will 
state that order, and your Lordships will immediately see 
that the private correspondence of any member of the 
Council with a person filling the station of Resident at a 
foreign court does not fall within the scope of that order. 
The words are~-

Order of the " The Governor singly shall correspond with the country powers; but 
Direct~,rs all letters, before they shall be by. him sent, must be communicated to 
~~~~::p~':,'ft. the other members of the Select Committee."-
ence. "By him sent "-to whom? To the country powers, 

unquestionably, with whom he alone is dil'ected to corre
spond and receive their approbation.-
" And also all letters whatever [which may be received by the Governor, 
in answer to or in the course of his correspondence, shall likewise be laid 
before the said Select Committee] for their information and considera
tion."* 

Private cor. What correspondence is mentioned? The correspondence 
~!"f~f~~:ec,t with the country powers, unquestionably. The Select Com
to. mittee Were to see the letters that were written, and the 

letters that were received in answer from the country 
powers; but it was not the meaning of that order to pre
clude the Governor General from any private correspondence 
he might have with the person filling the station of Resident. 
But what did Mr. Hastings upon that subject? He said,-

Offer made [" All the official letters of Mr. Middleton, and such parts even of his ry Mr. H .... t· private correspondence as I can with }Jropriety show, shall be laid before 
ngs. them. A copy also shall be delivered of m;r letters addressed to him, in 

which I shall observe the same reservation."Jt 
They did not wait to see whether there was any chasm in that 
correspondence which he offered to lay before them. They 
did not wait to have anything that mighfl be defective -any 

Demand b1. public communication-supplied out of the private communi-
. !~et~~~'l:'~te cation; but they inetantly demanded the whole and every 
~~~SPOlld' paper. And yet, so inconsistently did the same gentlemen 
sUbse%uent conduct themselves upon almost the same subject, within a 
~~~::: tl cor. short period of time afterwards, that when, upon the removal 

• Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the 23d 
March, 1770.-Printed in the Fifth Report from the Select Committee on 
Indian Affairs, 1782 ; Appendix, No. 12. 

t Extract of Minute of Mr. Hastings, 26 October; 1774,~Printed in the Fifth 
Report from the Committee of Secrecy 011 the Causes of the War in the 
CamMie, etc., 1782; Appendix, No •. "5. . 
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of Mr. MidJIeton, Mr. Bristow was sent up to fill tbe same 17 PBB.179!. 

situation, and when Mr. Hastings desired tbat Mr. Bristow ~nd 
might correspond with the Governor General, conceiving it :Uh"~ 
unnecessary that he should correspond with anybody else, Bristow. 

taking for granted that tbey would adopt the same rule with 
respect to the correspondence of tbe members of the Board 

- that they had laid down for that of the Governor General
no I they insisted that each member of the Council should, 
individually, have a right to correspond with the Resident, 
though they precluded the Governor General from having that 
sort of correspondence. They reserved to an individual, one 
of tbose then constituting the government of the country
for by the majority the Governor General was excluded from 
any share of it-they rel!erved to themselves the right of 
private communication, of correspondence, with the Resident 
which they denied to the Governor General. 

This refusal, peremptorily persisted in on the part of Substitntion 

Mr. Hastings, produced the removal of Mr. Middleton, and ~J::~il of 

the appointment of Mr. Bristow to tbe station of Resident r!/il"M~~ 
at Oude; and, during the whole of the period which inter- d1eto';;'s 1 

venes between that time and nearly the close of the year office. 

1782, the residence of the one or the other of these gentle-
men at tbe court of Oude was the mark and ensign, held out 
to the country powers, to ascertain the ascendancy or depres-
sion of tbe influence of the Governor Geueral in the councils 
at Dcng:d. I mean, with an exception of a small period of 
time, betwecn 1779 and 1780, when Mr. Purling was Resi- . 
dent at Oude, tbat was the mark to which everybody looked 
to know whether the Governor General was in possession of 
the due functions of his office. . And Mr. Hastings, wish-
ing to perform no ineffective part in the government 
allotted to him, and to have the means of conducting with 
efficiency and advantage to tbe Company tbe affairs com-
mitted to him, showed, instead of being blamable, that he 
was influenced by those motives which are the source of all 
good and honourable condnct in man. He besougbt them, 
if they disapproved of his conduct, to recall him; but, if 
they continued him, to give him the full, effective, use of his 
fnnctions. He writes to them thus, on the 3d of December, 
1774, within less than two months after the new Council 
arrived and took possession of the government :-

.. Painful as my situation is likely to prove. and unsuitable to my Letter of 
disposition. it is my determined resolution to retain the place which yoill' ~r.!~ 
laVOIll' originally asaigned me. and the Legislatme baa since so honolll'- ~tor9,8 
ably confirmed. till yoill' justice shall decide between me and my oppo- ad Dec. 177 .. 

r;p2 
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'11'l1li. 1'l9t. nents. My only resources are in the knowledge, however imperfect, 
which a long and local practice in the all'a.irs of their Presidency may have 
furnished me, and of which the gentlemen of the majority, even for their 
own sakes, will not deny me the application, and in the experience and 
abilities of Mr. Barwell, whose support I thankfully acknowledge, with 
the more pleasure, as I esteem it to proceed more from a just conviction 
of the propriety of my conduct than personal attachment . 

.. I beg leave in all submission to observe that this iii not a case to which 
palliatives can be applied. The Legislature has enacted that a Council. 
consiating of five members, should form a general administration for 
your aft'airs in Bengal, and for your political interests in India. By the 
manner in which the Parliament thought proper to express the office of 
Governor General. as distinct from the Council. as well as }Iy--mllversal 
nsage, &ome peculiar power and responsibility seemed tacitly reserved for 
him above the other members of the Council; but, if it shall appear to 
you that his authority, as the execntive and ostensible instrument of 
your government, has been overpowered. and that a majority, consisting 
of three members of the Council, has been formed. not by an accidental 
variation in opinion, but by a decided and permanent combination 
against the other two, it will necessarily follow that the intentions of the 
Parliament have been frustrated, and the Council in effect made to 
consist of three members instead of five; and that therefore nothiug but 
a decisive remedy can restore that harmony to the government which iii 
irrecoverably lost to the parts of which the present is compo3ed, and save 
your property and the national interests in these provinces from anarchy 
and ruin. 

- cc I will not quit the ground I stand on in this address to appeal to 
the large portion of my life spent in your service, nor to the important 
trusts in which it was my lot to be employed from the earliest period of 
it. I rest my cause solely on the measures which have drawn me into 
my present vindication. I adopted them for your benefit, and for the 
national honour, and I kuow they ha,·e bcen productive of both, to the 
utmost reach of my wishes. Relying on your justice, and on the 
consciousness of my own integrity, I shall wait with patience for your 
determination on the subjects of this address; nor shall my care be 
wanting to prevent your affairs from suJfering, in the long interval which 
must be unavoidably left to disorder. 

cc If you should judge me fit to be continued in the chief direction of 
your affairs, I have already aaid, and yet repeat, that I am willing and 
desirous to devote what remains of the active season of my life to your 
service. But allow me, honourable Sirs, to hope that I may be furnished 
with means equal to the responsibility which ought and must be annexed 
to the first station, whosoever shall fill it."]· 

Continwecl My Lords, it would have been very happy for the Cdm
~~tb~D pany-very happy for :Mr. Hastings-very harpy, indee~, 
majority of for every part of the government that was commItted to his 
the CollllciL 'f h C h d t d .. care-I t e ompany a come 0 a peremptory eClSlOn 

upon the subject of difference between him and the other 
members of the Council. As' it was, he was obliged to 
endure an ineffective Fituation in that Council, from day to 

• Printed in the Fifth Report from the Committee oC Secrecy OD the Causes 
of tbe War-in tbe Camatic, etc., 1782; Appendix, No. 45. 
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day, to be making ineffectual opposition to measures .he didl'1F~1792. 
not approve, and to have the whole usefulness of hls own .. 
talents and attainments in that service entirelysuspehued, 
during the period in which the effective government of that 
country was occupied by his opponents. 

At this period of time, there occurred ali event which has De!'th of 

laid the foundation for that intimate connection with the ~~:-.:~. 
Government of Oude-:..a still more intimate connection than 
existe(l" before-and has given birth,., in its consequences, 
to a variety of transactions which are now in questio:Q 
before your Lordships-I mean the death ofSuja-ud-Dowla, 
which happened on the 26th of Janu;l.ry, 1775, within three 
months after the landing of this Supreme Council. U pon Questi~n of 
the occasion of his death, it became the Council of Bengal to SUccesS100l 

adopt such measures as consisted with their safety, and the 
observance of good faith, in respect to treaties then subsisting 
between us. And, my Lords, the first anxiety of the Council 
scems to have been, upon seeing that his death was likely to 
happen, to know upon whom the succession would be likely, 
by his appointment, to devolve. There were doubts whether 
the present Nawab, Asoff~ud-Dowla, would be the object of his 
8election. But, in the course of the discussion which took 
place at that period, so little did it occur then to the members 
of the Board that aU the treaties made with Suja-ud-Dowla 
expired at his death, that, on the 3rdof February, Mr. ~~~F~':.~~is. 
:Francis, in It minute, states that, supposing the right of 
succession to be established in the Wazir, as he now is, that 
is, in Asoff-ud-Dowla, he thought there would be an obliga-
tion upon the Government of Bengal to acknowledge him as 
thc representative of Suja-ud-Dowla, on the tel'ms and to the 
extent prescribed in the treaty of Allahabad. 

Now could any man that penned that minute have a doubt The benefit. 

that the treaty of Allahabad extended to the successor of ~~ li~~~'ha.!~ 
Suja-ud-Dowla, when he should be named and ascertained? ~'::j~:1.to 
It is impossible but that, upon the 3rd of February, he Dow)",'. suo. 

thought, as I do and every man who fairly addresses his cessor. 

mind to the subject must do, that the treaty of Allahabad 
continued to the successors of Suja-ud-Dowla all the benefits 
stipulated for, in that treaty, to Suja-ud-Dowla and his heirs. 
It will not bear a question that can be discussed in any court 
whatever, whether words, by which one nation contracts with 
a prince and his heirs for perpetual peace and other continuing 
benefits-whether treaties of that sort which are called real 
treaties are binding upon successors, or only personal and 
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17 FBD.1701l. expiring with the life of the party. I should be ashamed to 
- turn to books upon this subject. There are books which, 

onl) in more words and more correct language, express that 
in detail which I am stating in substance. It cannot be 
argued, in any place, but that this treaty of Allahabad, as far 
as concerned the dominions of Oude, the dominions of which 
Suja-ud-Dowla was possessed in virtue of that treaty, con
firmed all the continuing benefits of that treaty upon his 
successor :-and Benares was a part of the dominions of Oude 
as then left to him. 

Case of It might have been contended, with some colour of argu
=::;~ ment, that the treaty of Allahabad might not apply to other 
~~~':;la at dominions subsequently acquired. For instance, that it 
:~e::''i;f might not extend to the successor of Suja-ud-Dowla the 

e • Company's protection in respect of Corah and Allahabad, 
which he derived under the subsequent treaty of BenareB ; 
that it did not extend to hiB successor the same benefit, in 
respect to the country of the Duab, acquired by arms, with 
our acquiescence, knowledge and permission. It might be 
contended, that it. did not extend to the Rohilla country, 
which _ was obtained by our assent and assistance, and added 
to his dominions. So it might have been contended. But 

The benefit no such narrow ground occurred to the honourable gentle
~!f~~=.ttt;:ty meil. All public faith was gone. Not-a treaty that was 
t80ffiu~, made with Suja-ud-Dowla would they allow the benefit of 
t:ewC~U:ciL to hiB unfortimate successor, Asoft'-ud-Dowla. Not one! 
An~icati~n Now do, for a moment, let us see, if treaties expire with 
~iple 'U'~~. the lives of the prince!), what would be the consequence if 
~~~:':!n • the princes of India held the same language against us. 
;:~. Suppose the suCcessor to the throne of Delhi should say-

"Here is Mr. Francis' minute. He tells you that these 
treaties only bind for the life of the contracting prince; that 
prince Shah Alem is no more. I succeed in full right to 
the dominions of my ancestors; the contract does not bind 
me. You are versed in this matter; you know the laws of 
nations and obligations of treaties better than I do; you 
have told me that they bind only for the life of the contract
ing prince. I resume my diwani. Return to your private 
situation as merchants, under the farman of Farouksir. 
BeO'one !-You have no rights derived under the former 
gra~t. I am hasty in saying you are intitled under the 
farman; that expired upon the death of Farouksir. You 
have been, from the moment of his death, usurpers." 

If the Nizam dies, his successor desires us to remove 
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quietly from the five Northern Cirkars :-" My fatherI7 hB.li9!. 

granted them but for liCe; he had no further power of 
~ting. You, the Company, by the Council you sent out 
1D 1774-you solemnly told all India that all treaties expire 
with the life of the prince.v 

The P~wa may say-" I choose to have [the island of 
of SaLJette] and other lands ceded to you." The Raja of 
Tanjore or the Nawab of Areot may take back the jagir 
landa. Every feather of our wings is stripped by this mis
chievous, £ilie, doctrine contained in this minute. 

Upon the ground of an argument which has no foundation Demandot 

in good faith or reason, was this demand made, at that time, ~== 
upon Asoft'-ud-DowIa-cc We demand of you, as the condition Aso=
upon which we will leave you in possession of your terri- Dowla. 

tories-that is, as the condition upon which we will allow 
you the me of our forces essential to the maintenance of 
your power-that you cede to us Benares." But this is not 
enoygh; that did not satisfy the spirit of Mr. Francis. 
DeiJilorem i" parte8 8ecando -he was considering how he 
c~uld cut this poor, unfortunate, man into the most piec~, to 
satisfy the most maws. He said,-n I think we may as well . 
take part and give it to Nujif Khan," a soldier of fortune. 
Nay,88 if it was not enouKh to strip him of his territories, 
he mud strip him of his honours. .e We might," says Mr. 
FranciA, .. 88 well appl, to Delhi, and get the office of Wazir 
for N ujif Khan likeWIBe "-an honour which had been resi-
dent in his family for three generations. 

What right have we of giving away his territories, secured 
by the solemn faith of treaties? But this we were to do. 
'Ve were to take Benares for ourselves; to give to N ujif 
Khan, a soldier of fortune, a large portion of the Duah 
lands, 88 a j~oir; and then, in return for all this, what were 
we to do ?-why, to procure for him a nominal confirmatory 
grant of ilie remaining dominions from Delhi. This was all 
we were to give, by way of commntation, for this spoliation 
of his honours and his property. It is wonderful that upon 
thid occasion it did not shock their minds, when iliey came ~im
with iliis further term-he was to be told by our Resident bther"':: his 

that we considered him liable for the debts of his father. debt.o. 

'\\nat! to inherit the burdens without the benefits of his 
situation? It is the most monstrous act of unqualified in-
justice ",hich occurs in all our records in India. And would 
your Lord.:;hips believe that, in the stating of every broken 
treaty made in India-and all or them nave been at rome 
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17 FBB.1702. time stated in publications which I have read-when it is 
Injustice of thundered in our ears that we are the greatest treaty breakers 
~':n\~t- that ever existed-that we have neither public nor private 
Asoff-ud- faith or honour-this atrocious act is not mentioned I In 
Dow) ... 

what manner do we fairly comment upon the proceedings of 
O\1r countrymen, in this quarter of the globe, if this, which 
I conceive is the most wanton violation of all good faith with 
,a prince in our power, is passed over without notice? And 
so it is in the book I am alluding to. And this is the un
qualified conduct of the gentleman who, forsooth, is to be 
taken as a person who, for his purer morality, beyond t.hat of 
other English subjects in India, is to be the instructor of 
us all! 

~~~~_~~~of I will state the situation of Asoff-ud-Dowla; for I think 
Dowla. the whole is a picture of such iniquity and wickedness as is 

not to be met with in, any other part of our Indian history. 
~~j~~~! Suja-ud-Dowla dies at Fyzabad, which was his residence at 
F;:a~t that time. When one monarch has resided at Fyzabal!l the 
Number of successor resides at Lucknow, and so 011. He died at 
~~~\ith Fyzabad, and had about him a considerable 'portion of 
him. British force; and there was some ot.her force in Ro
Commanded hilcund-in all above 100,000 men. And it is material 
~.s"':ttt .. to consider under whom thev were at that moment, which 
B~':~ut. OJI makes the extortionate aC;t from the 'Vazir the more 
Att t . marked. The principal part were under the command of 
Aso'1r~J'd_OD Sandat Ali, the next and rival brother of this Asoff-ud-Dowla. 
Dow),,'. life Th f h 1 b' h D b d by Coji Bus- e rest 0 t em, to a arge num er, In t e ua, were un er 
lUut. . the immediate command of Coji Bussunt, a person so hostile 

and notoriously hostile to the person of Asoff-ud-Dowla 
that he afterwal'ds attempted his life; and, having with his 
own hand murdered Murteza Khan, the minister of Asoff
ud-Dow la, rushing into his presence with the bloody sword in 
his hand, in a fit of intoxication and frenzy, was, before he 
could effect any mischievous purpose against the life of 
Asoff-ud-Dowla, cut down by the guards who surrounded 
him. That was the person who had the charge of a large 
party of forces. 

Threat of. Asoff-ud-Dowla had nothing but the English faith anu 
:~~~~~.!;.~ English forces to defend him. At that moment, the Resident 
:~~.::-tISh was ordered to announce to him that our forces would be 

withdrawn immediately, unless he acceded to our demand of 
Benares. The rest of the Board, however they might be 
seduced and misled, were men of honourable sentiment and 
general fair purposes: they could not be induced to plunder: 
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but, whether they too easily iistened to the cogitations of Mr. 17 FEB. 1792. 

Francis, they acquiesced in taking Benares from the Wazir. -
lIe was told he must yield Benares, or the forces would be 
withdrawn immediately. It was, in effect, telling him he 
must surrender his throne and his life to his rival and to his The

b
1"azir 

enemies; for would his own troops stand by him? "They rr~~t ~o \i'is 
were in arrear, by the mischievous policy of the princes of own troops. 

t~t country, many months in their pay, and the treasure that 
was to pay them-over which he had as unquestioned a right 
as anyone of your Lordships have to that which you think 
the most assured parts of your property-that was to be taken 
from him, to be given to the Begums. He was, therefore, to 
be saddled with the expense of the pay of near 100,000 of 
his own country troops; charged with all the debts due to us ; 
and, his dominions severed, by taking from him a proportion 
of them which, according to Murteza. Khan's account, would 
be worth fifty lacs, as rented by us, though but of the value 
of twenty-two and a half to the "\Vazir. If we think we 
migh~ determine the contract of our troops at any moment, 
a man might equally as well sa.y to another, to whom he had 
let a boat-" I choose to determine the contract by which I 
let you the boat, at the time you are upon the water: Here, 
get out of it." Why, yon left him to the sword of Murteza 
Khan, and the jealous rivalry of his brother Saadat Ali. 

The man did what he could not help doing. He purchased Cession ot 

his life and his throne by the cession of that which was thus, ~h':~~":.~ 
in fraud of all treaties and good f.'lith, extorted from him. pany. 

The next thing it would have become us, I conceive, to 
have done, was to have made the remainder of his resources 
available. If we had plucked this feather from his wing, we 
should, at lenst, have strengthened every other that remained 
in it. No; we consigned him immediately-I do not say Indncement 

I d t 1· t, h t . I h d th 'oftho Wazir we- 0 no say my c len w 0 cer am y a en no to resign his 

concCln, no means of controu 1 in that government, being in a ~!~h~rt;:'t~!'a
decided minOl:ty, and bill by as perfectly useless in their sures. 

councils-but it occurred then to Mr. llristow-for the 
measure ori6innted wit"!! h:'ll-:ls fiWD~, to accede to a 
treaty, proposed by the De::1;ums, for granting a small propor-
tion of the'Ee treaSl1res of Suja-ud-Dowla, which they had in 
their hands, to their wn, in consideration of his relinquishing 
a claim to 911 tbe rest. 

~his treaty was in agita~ion with Mr. ~ristow from the ~~s1i:[.or 
period of March to the penod of October, III the year 1775. ings' gua-

D · h h 1 f h . 11K H' I d ranteeofthe UrIDg t e woe 0 t at time, J..ur. astlDgS 1a every treaty •. 

reason to think-indeed he. might well know-by the com-
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n F~792. pliance of the Board, that it was perfectly approved by 
them; and, therefore, he did not waste himself in ineffectual 
oppositiop. to the guarantee of the treaty, or the ratifica
tion of that treaty which had been previously given by 
Mr. Bristow. 

Now, do let us consider upon what foundation the 
Claimotthe claim of the Begums to this treasure stands. The treasure 
~~eto appears to have been accumulated by the Wazir Suja-ud
~~ Dowla, during the course of his life and of his wars, for the 

purpose, it is said, of some expected emergency. As it 
appears upon your Minutes, Suja-ud-Dowla did--as many 

The treasure princes in that country do---cleposit his treasures under the 
deposit.ed f h' B . h' I' I f with her, for care 0 IS egum, In IS zanana. t IS a p ace 0 great 
security. respect, and in the nature ofa sanctuary, and, therefore, it 

would he more likely to be privileged and protected from 
ordinary spoil. He had particular confidence in her attach
ment to him, and in the fidelity with which she was likely to 
execute the trust. He entrusted to her, not his treasures 
only, but the seals of his executive government. I do not 
know whether that already appears in evidence, hut if it 
does not it will shortly-that he entrusted with her the 
sea]s of his executive government. Why, she might as well, 
in virtue of this trust, claim an actual right in the executive 
government of the country and a right to succeed in it, as 
she could a right to succeed to the treasures, which had, for 
some purpose and under confidence in her integrity, been 
left with her. But these are the treasures--which the Wazir 

Twhe !a~ was accumulating, and upon which he was drawing for his 
azll"m • al' A' h actual U80 occasIOn ,contmgent, expenses. tone bme, e gave an 

~~~e nea.- order .upon this fund, to the amount of fifteen lacs, to 
Mr. Brady, to defray part of the sums due. to the Company. 
He was in the actual use and appropriation of these trea-

- sures, as bis own, till he died. The Begum, it seems, has 
now some claim; but what claim, the Managers have not in 
their Articles stated. For, if your Lordships advert to 
them, you will see with what caution they avoid to tread 
this tender ground. They state that she was possessed-

t'=~n'l:~f they will nllotdv~nt~re to sday inti~led~:' ofblcertain lanblde~ 
the Begum estates, ca e JaglrS, an ccrhun ViUua e mova es. 
~:~ trea- But how was she possessed? If posses8ed of them under 

no right, she is but a trustee, accountable for them to 
the person who was intitled. Was it by way of contract-? 
Was it by way of gift? Was it by way of bequest ? Was 
it in the shape of dower? In which of these ways, or in 
wht\! other way, if there be any other way, did her title to 
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these treasures accrue 1- If there was a will devising them 17 FEB.l'19l1. 
to her, let it be sho..wn. If there be a deed of gift of them, -
why not produce it t The possession remained-which is a 
main evidence of there being no -gift; because the transfer 
of the possession usually accompanies a gift-the posses-
sion remained with the Wazir, whose house the zanana was, 
to the extreme hour of his life, and they belonged to his 
successor immediately upon his death; and, therefore, there 
waa no possession which might give a. colour of argument 
to any claim in respect of supposed gift or contract. 

I have taken some pains to inquire whether there were No bequest 
. b h W . ... h made to her any papers wntten y t e azIT-any commuDlcatIons WIt from the 

the Company, indicating any purpose or wish that the Begum Wa.zir. 
should have all or any part of those treasures, after his 
decease. Nothing of that kind is to be found. But there is 
to be found upon the consultations a single letter, with which 
I will take the liberty of troubling your Lordships, written 
by Suja-ud-Dowla himself, almost in the agonies of death, 
within a very few hours before that expected event hap-
pened. - In that letter, all his anxiety is for his son Asofl'
ud-Dowla, whom he desires the Company to consider asjn 
his place. Not a mention of the Begums ! Not a word of 
this treasure, which, if he had wished to secure it to them, it 
seems natural and obvious he would have made some men-
tion of in this letter which, at the period I have sta,ted, he 
wrote to Mr. Hastings! 

My Lords, Colonel Polier waa on the 26th of January, Letter<!t 
1775, when the event of the Wazir's death happened, at f.:'k~~i1!st. 
l1'yzabad, where the Wazir then was. He writes to Mr. ings. 

Hastings thus,-
" I did myself the honour of addressing you the day before yesterday, . . . . . . 

good and worthy qualities."· 

lie says, this letter contains the last request of the prince The Wa.zir's 
who recommends his family to their protection. These ~mn;e:;!. 
words have been relied upon; but it is a. mistake of Colonel ~~o 
Polier, for he never mentions his family. This is the Nawab's ~. t-
lctter:- . 

•• How shall I express to you the violence of the lIu1l'erings I undergo Letter olthe 
from my disorder. • • • • • • • • • '. Wazir. 
and ever remain in alliance with you." 

• No copies of this or the fullowing letters have been met with. The Com
pany'. agent at Fyzabad at this period was CoL Primrose Gailliez. His letters 
to the Counciljust before and after the date mentioned in Mr. Law'e Speech are 
printed in the AppendU. to the "Minutes ofthe Evidence," p. 1313. 
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17 FBD.l79H. It is in ihe consultations of that date, enclosed with 
Colonel Polier's letter of the 6th of February, 1775. 

If there had existed a will, it was incumbent upon the 
No assign. party who claims against the general representative and 
r:::u~the heir of this prince to produce such will. 1f there existed a 
rr'~3ICed by contract, it became the Begum to have shown that contract. 

e egum. If there 'Was any specific endowment, or anything in the 
way of dower, granted according to the Mohammedan law, 
which comprehended this, it became her to have shown and 
produced such instrument. But she had another endow-

Her dowry. ment, -~d an ample one ; for she 'had a jagir, to the amount 
of between five and six' lacs a year, which appears, under 
the name of "old grant:' in that paper which ,vas trans
mitted by Mr. Purling, in the year 1780. She was then 
tolerably well endowed by the bounty of her husband. No 
inference, therefore, from her want ofa provision could 
arise, that' it. was meant' she should· have this treasure, for 
which nota shadow of proof is shown-not a colourable 
argument has been produced-to establish that she had any 
pretence of right whatever. 

My Lords, st,anding, therefore, as I conceive she un
r:~ii~!. .• questionably did, without, any claim of right to this 
~laim h the treasure, it was an unjust act which appropriated, in any 
~~~:::f.ent manner, under the protection of the Company, this treasure 
g~a1:":~~.to her. But I am not contending, nor shall I ever contend 
tow. here, that, however rashly, unadvisedly and improperly, 

Tho claim 
forfeited by 
her treach
ery. 

that guarantee was pledged on the part of the Company, 
therefore it has not a binding effect until it is dissolved, by 
,acts, on the part· of -the person claiming the benefit of that 
guarantee, which militate with that good faith and amity 
,which is, and must be, the continuing consideration of such 
·guallantee. And; therefore, I am not at this period con
tending that this guarantee, pledged by Mr. Bristow to the 
Begum, for the secure enjoyment of all the rest of her trea
sures, in consideration of her giving up the sum of fifty lacs 
to her son" is not a binding guarantee. But your Lordships 
will not much regret when you shall by and by find, that 
these funds, which were acquired by an act of fraud and 
extortion upon the son, were forfeited by an act of treachery 

·to us. 
~~~~~.tow I do conceive that it would well have become the duty of 
!"ur~~v~~'" the then Resident at Oude, instead of bartering with the 
treasuro !or Begum for the secure possession of treasures to which she 
tho Wo.zU'. . had no title, to have boldly announced and proclaimed the 



Speech of .!tIr. LarD, 605 

rights of her son. He would have secured an nnexception- 1'1 PBlLI'19S. 

able fund, for the payment of all that debt which was then Amouutof 

due to the Company-a debt which, at the time of the :~~~~~ 
de.'lth of Suja-ud-Uowla, amounted to somewhat more than ~~'i!~ud
sixty lacil; for I find an account which states it at above death. 

fifty-l'ix. at the end of the year 1774, and, therefore, by that 
time, it may be supposed, by the accumulation of the subsidy, 
to amount to the Bum of sixty lacs. He ought to have an-
nounced to the Begum that these treasures were the property 
of her Bon. lie ought to have announced to the son that, in 
virtue of his right to them, our right upon these treasures 
attached. He should have told them both that, if Suja-ud- The treasure 

Dowla had made a will, this treasure must still be subject to th:j~~: 
his debts; that these deLts attached upon them on the part 
of the Company-on the part of his unpaid troops; that it 
was fitting that, out of this fund, the expenses of his accession 
to the government-eyery sum that might be necessarily 
disbursed to procure his confirmation in his government from 
Delhi -:-ought, properly, likewise to be taken. All these 
claims upon this fund ought to have been announced, and to 
that extent, at least, they ought to have been satisfied, before 
the Begums should be permitted to appropriate any part of 
them. No such thing is announced to them. They are 
permitted to appropriate them, as if they had received them 
under the most valid conveyance or bequest from Suja-ud-
Dowla, and as if no debt that formed a claim upon that fund 
exi8ted. 

It is impossible, if you consider the nature of the thing- I.mprol?abi-
] 'd' h h' 'd d d htyofmten-not on y conSI enng t at t ere IS no eVI ence pro uce , tion or Suj .... 

that no wi1l is shown, no gift, no eyidence upon which :'!i~~;"~ 
a claim of right can be founded-but it is impossible that ~e ~ 
Sllja-ud-Dowla, justly solicitous and anxious for the suc- su~r. 
cession of his son, should have left away from him those 
treasures, which were essential to the maintaining of him 
upon the musnud - that he should have given away 
all that sum of money, which was wanted to pay the 
troops. whose assistance was necessary for his continuanCe 
upon the throne. But we need not be enforcing what. in Ineumhent 

reason or in prudence, Suja-ud-Dowla would have done. It :.'!!~ Be

was incumbent upon the Be!!Um to show that he had done Pro~~.the 
• ~ dOD_IOn. 

something of that sort. It was incumbent upon the Begum 
to show that. by some efficient act, he had appropriated these 
treasures to her, to the prejudice of other parties who might 
have claims upon them i to the prejudice of his creditors and 
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1'TFBB.1192. the claims of his son. By the Mohammedan law, we know 
- that, only in the case of intestacy, where a widow is not 

otherwise provided for-which she was--she has a right 
to an 'eighth only of the movables of her husband. She 
does not claim an eighth, but she does not allow an 
eighth:-she takes the whole. There is no pretence for the 
claim she seems to have set up, and in which the Wazir was 
very improperly induced to acquiesce. 

The Begum's I have dwelt upon this subject in order to show your 
treatment of L d h' h b bl . . ha h ld her son con- or s IpS ow very pro a e It IS, t t a person W 0 wou 
g~:~~!fu~[ be guilty of such an act of unfair dealing to her son, with 
to the Oom- whom she was so connected by blood, might be guilty of 
pany. that conduct, which I shall afterwards prove she was guilty 

of, towards us, with whom she was not so connected. 
My Lords, the next measure Qf any considerable im-

portance in this period was [taken] after [the time when,] 
~oN~:l~n by the death of Colonel Monson, the g~vernment had re
ascertaining turned under the controul of Mr. Hastmgs-I mean the 
value of A." C" h'h h h b Jandsleased mllliC omIDlsSlon; upon w lC Illue stress as een 
in 1772. laid. It was a commission, your Lordships recollect, insti-

tuted by Mr. Hastings about November, 1776, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the'value of the lands, the leases of 
which were then about to expire. These leases having been 
given in the year 1772, for five years, it occurred to Mr. Ha8t
ings to be proper that a more minute inquiry should be made 
into the value and circumstances of these lands than had been 
made, in the year 1772, by the Committee of Circuit, and 
under their immediate direction. 

Assertion An honourable Manager, upon whom it fell to impute 
l!'c"t. ~;~~~.'l blame to this transaction, has chosen to say that Mr. Hastings 
~:~i~ had is contradictory to himself, for that every purpose of such an 
Vi0:::l: se- inquiry had been fully answered, as he himself states, in a 
eu minute made in the year 1775. He says, indeed, that we 

had attained the knowledge of the value, of the districts at 
that time. Certainly, to a considerable extent, we had, by the 
inquiry prosecuted by the Committee of Circuit, in 1772. But 
the value' of the districts and the value of every component 
part of the districts, which was the object of this more minute 
and particular inquiry, had been by no means attained. The 
inquiry that had been made, in the year 1772, was directed 
to the ascertainment of- the value of lands in the hands of 
each particular zamindar, for the purpose of making the 
letting of the lands of such zamindar. But, in a course of 
years, the lands in the hands of each particular zamindar are 
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no longer the same. The estate rec~ives an accession or a n FJlD.l792. 
decrease, by purchase or by alienation. It is, theref(lre, -
necessary to re-8ssess the lands, at every period in which a 
fresh valuation is to be made, and a fresh taxation to be 
imposed on those lands. • 

It was not only necessary for that purpose, but it was ~ns for 
necessary, considering how much in the infancy of the the mqmry. 

administration of the finance of that country we were in 
1772. Just as, your Lordships will recollect, at the period of 
Mohammed Rcza Kahn's removal, just when we had only 
got a faint glimmering to lead us into the dark intricacy of 
Indian detail of accounts: nt that time we certainly could not 
have attained all that information and knowledge which we 
might at a. later period, and when we had been more fully 
versed in the modes or financial collection. Mr. Hastings, 
therefore, directed this sort of inquiry to be made, to be a 
standard for all future times, a.nd the means of ascertaining the 
revenue, with the utmost possible care, on every future occa-
sion or,re-assessment. The inquiry was to be so minute that it 
was to take up the value almost of each pargana ; certainly 
the lands in the bands of each raiyat; the value of all lands, 

. from the largest proportion to the smallest. There would 
be a subdivision into the smallest and minutest parts. The 
value and nature of the soil, and every attendant circum
stance, would be in this mode- of inquiry ascertained. No
body can doubt of the utility of this. But an honourable 
Manager has suggested, that Mr. Hastings had before said a 
complete knowledge of the districts had been obtained. That 
by no means implies that complete knowledge of the minuter 
subdivision, and such as respects the qualities of land, had 
been obtained. , 

When Lord Cornwallis recently let the land of the ~e ~_e 
province for ten years, it was necessary for him to institute ~~~~~l~; 
the same sort of inquiry. One of the collectors, writing to ~'1ts~rn
Lord Cornwallis, suggests the necessity of baving it. This 
is in the Revenue Consultation, February the 10th, 1788:-

.. It is the • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .' LetteJo of a 
hi' own private emolument" • Coll~r • 8u~nng 

So much was it the object of Mr. Hastings to have the the mquiry. 

means of future information at the expiration of the then 
subsisting leases, that it was a stipulation in these very leases Justification 

that the farmers should, at the expiration of their terms, ~~~~ in-

• No COPT ot the paper referred to has been met with. 
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17~~~~q~. b.dn.z in their mufassal accounts, in order to enable him, by 
. ,.... . every means derived from the local information of the holders 
. .., of" these lands, to know what was the value, quality and 

~ature, 'of the lands so holden by them. This was the object 
of that commission. The object)las itself been blamed. I 
state what appears to me sufficient reason to show that it was 
very fitting that that minute and particular inquiry should 
be instituted. But it is said, that, let the inquiry be ever so 
proper, the persons to whom it was delegated were improper; 
and fault is found by Mr. Francis, I think, with the appoint
ment of one of the gentlemen to superintend it. 

Mr. Boyle There were two British subjects at the head of it, 
and Mr. An- M BId MAd A b· . . d h dorson at 1'. oy e an 1'. n erson. n 0 ~ectlOn IS rna e to t e 
:~:~~~~_ person of Mr. Boyle, as having just come from out of his 
sion. writership. He was a gentleman of great fitness for a 
!~~~hl~~~ business of this sort of detail. He had been employed in it 
~~~;. to before, and was a gentleman of wonderful facility in all 

business of financial and other detail. He was as much valucd 
a servant of the Company, while he lived, as anyone belong
ing to them. Mr. Anderson, too, had the vice of being 
young. To Mr. Anderson we owe the Mahratta peace; to 
which and to the alliance following it we owe now our Indian 
possessions. These are the gentlemen whom Mr. Hastings 
sclects for the purpose of superintending this Indian inquiry. 

GUI~ga But there is a name that subverts all purposes to which it 
~i~~[~dmem. can be applied. There is a person introduced into this business 
~g~':!i:~~n who contaminates everything he touches; the sound of whose 

. name is pollution. I mean Gunga Govind Sing! And 
now, in the name of justice, having heard, as you have 

Ntlatu~dof repeatedly heard, the name of this man rung-contaminated, 
1e eVl ence h b h b I' h' . h . f against his as you ave een taug t to e leve 1m, Wit every species 0 

character. ••• d' k d h d·1 d b lluqmty an WIC e ness t at can egraue an em rute a 
human being-for God's sake, look and see what is the 
evidence upon which you are to think him even unfit to be 
employed upon this commission. 

His previous The objection made to him is on account of his dismission 
dismiss,,1 d' . d· h 1775 .. from office. at an antece ent perlO , 1D t e year , upon an mqUiry 

instituted' at the' Board; and' it is then suggested by 
Mr. Francis, in November, 1776, when the question of his 
appointment as diwan to this Aminic Commission was under 
consideration, that he was dismissed for some collusion in 
obtaining a sum of 26,000 rupees, for running some salt. 
That is the charge. He had not been convicted of l'unning 
any salt. Running salt had not been charged upon him. 
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Mr. Francis states that it appeared that he had be so dm(j7~f1)192. 
victed in a trial of Mr. Fowke, which took place: . ffjl!J ... ;~~ 'I'll 
1775. That could not have been the reason of his· mMotV' r u. 
sion, for he was dismissed in May preceding; there e,..f. ., 
anything that appeared on that trial could not· have been the . __ ~ 
cause of his dismission. But it did not appear in that trial 
that he had been dismissed on any such account. 

The ground of his dismission is neither more nor less than Gl'Ound of 

thi~-and I do not know whether it is a ground which would ~f~f: 
warrant a dismission. I ratherincline to think that what he 
did was not blamable, but certainly nothing that should 
attract abhorrence and detestation; nay, I do not know that 
your Lordships will, when I state it, think it ought to attract 
blame or censure in any degree whatever. This man, Gunga 
Govind Sing, in 1775, is diwan, collector and manager, for 
the Committee of salt, and generally for the revenues of the 
province; he was likewise diwan of the Land Committee: 
he was, therefore, to receive for Government. what was due 
for the land, and he was to issue to the different persons 
contracting for the salt farms the advances that were to be 
made to these salt farmers, for the purpose of managing their 
fanne. He stands, therefore, in this double relation. A man 
of the name of Cumal-ud-Din owed the sum of 26,000 rupees, 
for arrears of rent upon his land farm. He was to have that 
or a larger sum issued to him on account of salt advances. 
Now what is t.his crime, which is to make every man's face 
turn pale in India ?--which makes Gunga Govind Sing a 
name of abhorrence nnd detestation everywhere? Why, he 
enid, "Before I issue your l;1alt advances, I will be paid my 
land rent; and if you do not pay it I will deduct it from the 
salt advances." I defy the honourable gentlanan to show 
me, among the multitude of papers before you, anything 
that imputcs a specific crime. I am not talling of general 
imputations of infamy. These may be laid against any man. 
:Mr. Francis said, he understood him to be infamous. Colonel 
1.loneon said, he nnderstood he was reckoned very treacherous 
lind rapacious. General ClaveriD~ said, that a man upon 
whom there was a suspicion of any-sortoooo-".ndverting to what 
wa-i paid by Mr. Francis-miooht as well not have been a 
diwan, and therefore [advised t~] appoint somebody else; 
but no one joined in giving credit to Cumal-ud-Din. 

Mr. Franc~ says :- Irr.l'rancis's 

.. lIe has acknowledged having deducted 23,379 rupees from the ~unt or 
adVanCf'8 made to Cumal al Dien, on account of the salt farms. Admit-
ting that tbis money was applied to make good a fonner balance due on 

YOLo U. Q Q 
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17 FEE. 1792., account of rent from .cuma! a! Dien Cawn for a land farm (which I by 
- no means believe to be the case) still I conceive that his withholding any 

part of the advances was unauthorized, and must be highly prejudicial to 
the Company's interest, as it tends to destroy the source of future pro
duction of revenue; and I see no relation between Cumal al Dien's 
engagements as a. salt contractor, and his lease as a land farmer;' the 

, rents should have been exacted as the monthly kists became due." .. 

Then the whole, upon Mr. Francis's account, is this, that 
instead of making the man. pay money, which he ought to 
have done, for the land rents, he had let him run in arrear, 
and that afterwards, when he had an opportunity of paying 
the Company, he had deducted the SU1ll due out of what he 

Justification was to issue to him. In God's name, is there much to blame 
of his con· • h'? S h' 11 f I! I! duct. m t IS. uppose a person w 0 IS a co ector 0 lee-Iarm rents 

Answer to 
objection or 
~xt.raordi
nary powers 
in the com
mission. 
Powers of 
torture. 

for the Crown had, likewise, some situation in the Customs, 
where it might be ~s duty to issue money for drawback", and 
he says-" I will not pay you your drawback till you pay the 
money you owe for your fee-farm rents" -·would there be any 
crime in that? I du not see much material diversity between 
this ca~e and the instance I put; an,d yet, upon this and upon 
this on,ly, has the honourable Manager-if he will allow me to 
say so","""calumniated Gunga Govind Sing, in the name of the 
whole British nation, as a monster of iniquity ; [asserting] that 
Mr. Hastings has contaminated himself by touching him, 
and that this commission must be intended for the very 

'}lurpose of public and private iniqUl, 'ty, inasmuch as Gunga 
Govind Sing was made in any means the instrument of its 
execution! 

There is another objection to the commission, that there . 
were extraordinary'powers delegated to the commissioners, 
-powers of torture. And I remember, when an honourable 
Manager ww! using the word "torture," I turning round, 
not meaning I am sure to interrupt him, he adverted to me-
" does he object, does he deny the word turture ?"t I would 
not assert this upon the confidence of my own memory, 
but I refer to a written account of it at the time. I do 
deny the. word "torture!" There is no suc~ word in the 
letter of the order, nor is there any such meaning to be 
inferred from the order. I will state what the order is. 
They were ordered to collect all the mufussal papers, and to 
get all the information they could upon the subject of the 

.. Minute of Mr. Francis, 12th )\fay, 1775.-Printed in the" Minutt's of the 
Evidence," p. 21 93. 

t The word is used, in reference to the powers of the Commission, by 
Mr. Fox, supra, p. 395; but unaccompanied by any allusion to an interruption 
from the Counsel. 
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business they were to execute. They were to' send for]7 FEB. 1792. 
persons and papers, and, if they did not attend in person and -
with the papers, there was an order given-not to this native 
officer who might abuse it-not to any native officer-but to 
the Council. I think, of Moorshedabad, who were directed to 
arrest and punish those who should dare openly to oppose or 
disobey the orderS- of the Government in these inetances. 

It is moved by the Governor General that the following Power.of 

letter be written to the Chief and the Council at Moorshe- :r[~~:i.~.fce. 
dabad. It is committed to the whole Board, not to any' 
private person, to enforce the attendance of persons and the 
production of papers. This is the order which, for the fur
therance of the purposes of the Aminic Commission, was 
given by the Council General to the Council of Moorsheda-
had. Now what is it more than this-" you are to punish, as 
every court must, for contempts committed against yourself?" 
It was a contempt of that high commission if any person 
withheld from them that information to which they were 
in titled. It was the object of the commission to procure it, 
and overy person who contumaciously refused to produce 
those papers, which it was his covenanted duty, under the 
terms of his original lease,. to produce, the committee was to 
arrest and punish. What do we do in the administration of 
jUl'1tice in this country, from a sheriff, who can arrest and fine. 
n pwards ? What does it mean more than that those meafls 
may be resorted to for enforcing this order which, according 
to the customs of this Country, or the customs you yourself 
have adopted, are used under similar circumstances. to compel 
obedience to your own orders? That is all it says; and 
how the word" torture" could have entered the bead of the 
honourable Manager I cannot conceive, unlejls that Mr. 
Francis, in his minute upon this head, says it is an authority 
to nse torture. That is Mr. Francis's own construction. 
There is no warrant for it. N either the letter .nor spirit 
authorises doing more than that which is consistent with the 
humanity belonging to the British nation, and that .became a 
Council acting under their authority to do-to enforce an 
obedience to a necessary order. . 

Now I have done with this commission, upon which so 
much blame has been cast. I trust your Lordships will 
think there is no sufficient ground for imputing any thing, 
as fc'l.r as relates to this charge-and I know of nothing else. 
that imputes any thing-to Gunga Govind Sing. There is 
no blame to be found in Mr. Boyle and Mr. Anderson, the 

QQ2 
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17FBB.1792. persons who were employed to execute it in chief; and the 
- objects of the commission were, not only blameless, but 

11raiseworthy. . 
Th. Mah· I next corne, in order of time, to a period which is very 
ratta war,. • h . 
1775. mterestmg to t e natIOnal concerns in India, and which, in 

its consequence, has materially affected almost all the sub
sequent movements and operations of Government-I mean 
the commencement of the Mahratta war, in the year 1775, 
I think under the sanction of the Bombay Council. It occa
sioned in its consequences, a multitude ef material events 
and operations, which I shall, briefly as I can, in the dif
ferent periods of my address to your Lordships, detail. 

The Pesh,va. The Mahratta nation was, as I state(l in the address I 

Assassin ... 
tionof the 

~~~~ ... 

made to your Lordships in the outset, under the government 
of the Peshwa, who had superseded the authority of the 
Raja of Sat tara, in the' year 1714; the Peshwa, the sup
posed father of the present Peshwa, being then, I believe, 
just out of his minority, having been under the guardianship 
of Ragonath Rao or Ragoba, his uncle, was induced to 
put him in prison. A conspiracy was formed against the 
person of the infant Raja. Alarmed with the attack he fled 
to the arms of his uncle in. prison, and in those arms was 
murdere~l. Upon this event happening, inasmuch as Ra-

!'nocession gElrnath Rao immediately 9.ssumed the. sovereign power, 
of Ragoha. -

which indeed, upon the death of his nephew, he might have 
been well intit.Ied to, as £'1r as there was any succession to 
the office of the Peshwa, and inasmuch as those who had 
been the main instruments in that conspiracy were raised to 
places of high trust and confidence, the idea that they were 
all of them united collectively in that plot which ended 
in the destruction of the Peshwa obtained very general 
cl·edence. 

After he had assumed the sovereign power, Ragoba went 
upon an expedition against the Nizam, in which he was 
unfort.unnte; Dnd, after returning from that, finding that in 
the inter\'al the· conspirntors who had raised him to power, 
hnving become jealous of him, were united for driving him 

Treatywith from the Poona Government, he took refuge at Surat with 
~~:~~~ the English; anll there, in tlle month of Mnrch, 1775, 
~?~nt~~~:f: formed a trenty with the Bombny Government, by which he 
sette, etc. was to cede to them objects to which the Compnny had 

attached an extraordinary degree of vruue-I mean, the 
ishnd of Salsette and ot.her islands dependent upon it, the 
island of Bassein nnd the territory belonging to it, near 
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Bombay. The Company had to both of these affixed an 17FBB.1792. 

extraordinary degree of value; for they had, in all their Importa.nce 

lctter!!, from 1768 down to that period, been recommending :~~~~_ by 

them to violate peace and good faith, quocunque modo, to ~r~~:J~d. 
obtain possession of these places. There is a letter in 1768, 
in \vhich they say,-

[" The intimation you: gave to our President and Council of Fort Their letter 
St. George, to use their endeavours with the Marattas to obtain a grant :: t~ BO'!!j 
of Salsette and Bassein to us we highly approve of; and we now recom- Y ounci. 
mend to you in the strongest manner to use your endeavours, upon 
every occasion· that may offer, to obtain these places, which we should 
esteem a valuable acquisition."] * 

By hints of this sort, which the Bombay Government were 
not very unwilling to understand, they entered into treaty 
with Ragoba. Salsette was almost immediately transferred 
to our hands. . Bassein was to be the fruit of a War with the 
Mahrattas. As soon as the news of this treaty and the ~sa.:prova.l 
operations which followed upon it had reached the Govern- ~Ah~ \'i:~' 
ment of Bengal, they unanimously. disapproved of this :;:n!ovenl-

meaSn.re, and deputed Colonel Upton immediately to Poona., . 
for the purpose of making peace with the Mahratta state. 
They were, however, so far, I may say, warped by the 
direction of their employers that, in this treaty, Colonel 
Upton was to recognise the aggression on the part of the 
English, or, at least, to say tqat the war was improperly 
commenced, and he was to stipulate as much as he could for 
all the benefits we could have derived from it. The minister Terms ob

of the Poona Government commented upon this sort of con:' :::it..=i. 
tradictory conduct, in which we acknowledge ourselves -in ta.s. 
the wrong and yet desire to be paid for it. . However, we 
did effect this treaty with them. We had twelve lacs of 
rupees given us for that wal' which the Bombay Government 
had begun. Broach, a country of about three lacs, was to 
be ceded to us instead of Bassein, which they were unwilling 
to give us; but Swette was ceded to us, unless we could be 
induced to yield that to them, at the earnest entreaty which 
they made, and so take something as an equivalent for it. 

'Vhen this news arrived at the India Rouse, they thouo-ht Disa.pprova.1 
l' bl . had b I f b .. hO bytbeComa I.avoura e opportumty een ost 0 0 talmng t ese p,,:ny of.tbe 

objects, and they did not so scupulously as they should, to stipulations. 

be sure, advert to the means by which they were to be ob-

• Extractor the General Letter to Bombay, 18th March, 1768; Printed in 
Appendix 47. to the Fifth Report from the Committee of Secrecy. 
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17 FBB.1792. tained: and, on the 11th of April, 1777, they sent out this 
letter to the Bombay Government, in which they express 
extremely strong disapprobation of the conduct of the Ben
gal administration in interposing this treaty, and direct 

Instructions that, if all the terms of this treaty should not be literally r=,:" fulfilled, they are to take advantage of that and possess them
selves of Bassein, and to recommence the war which was 
closed by the treaty of Pooranda, executed by Colonel Upton. 
They say,-

C< We acquiesce in the said treaty, provided Salsette and its dominions 
be not restored, though we are convinced Bassein might have been 
obtained. If they furnish you.with any pretence for not observing the 
treaty, or if you thing it expedient on other accounts, recommence your 
treaty with Raggabau and fall to work immediately." 

Under such orders, certainly, the Government of Bengal 
would noi have acted, but unfortnnately the Government of 

Occasi~n tor Poona, at the time these instructions arrived, had not only 
~~':"bYthenot performed the terms of this treaty, but had given us a 
H:h;'~._ well warra~ted occasi~n to complain. At t~at mo~el!t they 
tainment ot had entertamed at the.tr court a person commg WIth autIlo-
a French • d . h h· fi h f emissary. rlty, or suppose to come Wlt aut onty, rom t e court 0 

France, and who had been received at the court of Poona. 
He arrived, I think, some time in .:May, 1777. He had 
been received at Poona, had been presented to the infilllt 
Peshwa. and had delivered credentials froin the French 
King to that Government. He had brought out with him in a 
ship, the Sartine, I think, 1,500 stand of arms, and military 
accoutrements of different sorts, for arming and equipping 
native troops for the purposes of war. 

This person made his appearance at Poona just about, or 
a little after, the period of time whcn Colonel Upton was 
quitting it. He made his appearance at a time when none 
of the terms of the treaty had been fulfilled. There were 
other tenus for the immediate provision of Ragoba - an 
allowance of three lacs a year to hIm: two thousand troops 
and a number of domestics: that among the rest was unper
formed; and the twelve lacs, the compensation for the war 
and the stipulation for the cession of territory, was not paid. 
The treaty bcing tlms unperformed, there arriveJ this pcrl"{\n. 

There arrived, somewhat later than this person, at tl1(' 
Government of Bengal, a gentleman very deservedly high in 
the favour aud confidence of Mr. Hastings-I mean, the late 
Mr. Alexa.nder Elliott. He, in his way to India, had re
ceived a communication from the most respectable quarter, 
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then most interested to know, and having the best means 1'1 Fn. wss. 
of knowing, what were the designs of the French Go- Desi.&ms or 

vernment with respect to us-I mean his Majesty's then ~~'t:'~t 
ambassador * at Paris-which he was directed to commu- . 
nicate to no other person but to Mr. Hastings, indivi'-
dually, and General Clavering. Having received this in
formation from that noble person, he had reason to under-
stand that there was meditated, on the part of France, a 
mission to India, for the purpose of intriguing with Indian 
powers-to offer them assistance, and to join them openly as 
soon as war should commence; that it was intended to send 
out a large supply of men and arms, and persons to train 
them in the use of arms. Other communications respecting 
the same subject, strongly inducing :Mr. Hastings to believe, 
and well warranting him in believing, a sort of aggression-
or a sort of intrigue, I should rather call it-on the part of 
}'rance, drew Mr. Hastings' attention, in a very anxious 
degree, to the operations of that Government. 

It was credibly reported, at that time, that there had been Complicity 

a cession agreed for of the port of Chou I, very near Bom- :a~::!n~~
b:lY, to the Government of :France, which would have been ~:~h the 
of the most important consequence to the British security in emissary. 

t1r\t part of the world. But it was known that this man 
was there. It WII.i known that he had delivered creden-
ti:u.s to the Peshwa from the French King; and that 
Nana l!'urnavese, who was the minister of the Maltratta 
Government, had "Sworn, according to the rites of his reli-
gion, and tliey according to the rites of their religion, 
to the performance of the contents of a very particular 
l)aper. To this extent, we certainly were apprised.- 'Ve. 
knew, further, that, notwithstanding all our efforts by Mr. 
~[ostyn, who was stationed on the part of the British 
Hovernment afterwards at Poona, notwithstanding all our 
remonstrances, we could not obtain his dismission from that 
place.. 'Ve knew he was corresponding with Mons. Bel-
combe at Madras, whieh was then hardly in a situation of 
defence; that he had beeu doing the same at Pondi-
c1lerry; and that, 'after this, he had gone to Nujif Khan . 
• \11 the5e materials of {nformation Mr. Hastings had before 
him, in the y~ar 1777. 

Thr. Mahratta n!ltion, therefore, not having performed its 
treaty, and meditating, as it seemed, an alliance with that 
power with which we were every moment expected to be at 

• 
• WN SlorwOllt : &t.'e the Introduction to ~o). i., p. xvii. 
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17 FEB. 1792. war-for, if your Lordships will carry back your thoughts to 
-,- the year 1777, you will recollect tlIat some' ill successes in 

1\.pprehen, another part of the globe had made it likely that the French 
si~nof war would openly avow themselves the enemies of Great Britain 
wIth Frallce. • h fi b k d' h h -expectmg, t ere ore, to e attac e In t at quarter, t e 

Governor General directed his attention to the preparation 
of adequate means to resist that attack, in case any such 

Despat,ch by should be made, He, therefore, suggested it as a necessary 
Mr. Hast, , t f' d' h 'I' . iogs of a measure, not as an ac 0 lmme late ostl Ity-It was ,not so 
jj'~::b!O understood by the Mahratta Government-but as an act of 
!:~ldr ~~Io- necessary, pr!lparatory, defence, to detach a large force over-

es Ie. land from Bengal to Bombay, for the purpose of sustaining 
our interest in that quarter of India. That force was voted 
in November, 1778. Colonel Leslie was put at the head of 

Calamitous that force: and, had the ob.J· ects of that expedition been well 
loss of time ' 
by Colonel fulfilled by that officer, had ,he not, to our loss and almost 
Leslie. ruin, wasted four months of, valuable time in intriguing with 

the little country powers about Bundelcund, just by the bor
ders of the country of the Duab and the extremity of our 
provinces-if Colonel Leslie had not wasted his time in 
intermeddling in the petty broils of those petty Rajas-dur
ing those four months he expended twenty lacs and only 
advanced a short way-unless he had so misconducted that 

. enterprise, free passage being offered by Madaji Scindia 
through his, and by the Berar Raja, through his dominions, 
neither of these powers, though connected with the Mahratta 
state, suspecting or believing that any injury was aimed at 
them by this expedition, or even to the Poona 'Government., 
any further than as it was thought necessary to give a 
more respectable force to the Bombay Government and to 
strengthen their hands in case of accident-I say, if that 
force had arrived at its proper place of destination within the 
reasonable limits of time within which it might have been 
expected to have arrived, none of the calamities which after
wards did happen would have happened. The stain of the 
English arms by the affair of 1V oregaum-the convention 
which was made in' 1779--would not have happened. That 
expedition toPoona which was made" by the Bombay 
Government, by their unaided strength, without the assistance 
of any country power, would either not have been entered 
upon, or would have been rendered effectua" However, 
this measure, suggested by Mr. Hastings of sending that 
force over land is the only immediate measure for which the 
Government of Bengal are, in respect to this subject, in any 
degree responsible. 
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I have been stating those circumstances in order to show 17 FEB. 1792 

how, in the correct di6charge of public duty, the attention 
of :Mr. Hastings was immediately called and demanded to 
this object j and that he was obliged to make the preparation 
for re6isting the French intrigues upon that coast in the 
best manner in which he was able: and he thought he did 
so by detachinO' this force under Colonel Leslie. But, unfor- Fresh treaty 

tunately about the period of time when Colonel Leslie ought :~~I~g~ 
to have been advancing to the Bombay coast, the Bombay rh',;'~~~~y 
Government were infatuated by this unfortunate letter which ~r7~ment. 
they received from the court of Directors, the letter of April, I •. 

1777, in which they are told thai, if the treaty had not 
been literally fulfilled in aU its articles, they should avail 
themselves of the first opportunity of restoring the treaty 
that had been made with Ragoba, and gaining all the 
advantages to be derived to them from that treaty. They, 
therefore. without any communication with Bengal, entered 
into a new treaty with Ragoba, and, in the beginning of 
the year 1779. set out upon an adventurous march to that 
capital. 

They had a very adequate force for the achieving eyen Force sent 

that purpose. We advanced within sixteen miles of Poona ~o:~m to 

without having seen an enemy. They, on a sudden, were 
frightened almest by their own solitude; they paused. The 
moment they stopped their march, they saw enemies enough; 
they were galled on all sides; their retreat was considerably 
interrupted, and it then became a consideration for them 
whether they should attempt to force a retreat or no. A 
,-aluable officer, now in the Company's service, and who was, 
I believe, honoured with the rank he now bears in conse-
quence of the better advice he gave upon that occasion, Its SllITell

Colonel Hartley, advised them to cut their way back again. ~~:t..:;_ 
The more ignoble counsel prevailed-that of yielding their 
persons and arms to the :Mal1ratta state. A disgraceful and 
ignominious convention was at that time formed, by which 
their personal eafety was procured, by the intervention-for 
they had an obligation in obtaininO' even those terms-to 
l\Jadaji Scindia, then the effective general of the Mahrattas, 
and who controlled the principal measures of their public 
government and of their military operations. 

When the news of this calamity reached Colonel Goddard, neath of 

who had taken the command, upon the death of Colonel Leslie, ~li~~and 
which had happened in October 1'178, anel who die.:! I ass

f 
umption

d • . ' u., 0 cornman 
beheve, the day before orders for his supersession came-for 01 the Ben-
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17 FBB.179"2. all the members of the Council were unanimous in thinkinoo 
g..,l troops he ought to be superseded in his command; and by that 
b.vColoncl d f . d h ald I· f Goddard. or er 0 supersessIOn, an t e natur evo utIon 0 command, 

Colonel Goddard had the command of that force; and it is 
to his gallantry, his spirit and his exertions, that at that 
moment we owed the salvation of our settlements on that 
coast-at the moment in which he heard of this disgraceful 
convention of W oregaum---:he had had very little communica
tion, your Lordships may know, with that army; for they 
were SO afraid of participation of any merit with Colonel 
Goddard that they anticipated ~ arrival by this unfortunate 
attack upon Poona-he instantly marched; and he marched 
for sixteen days, through an unknown and hostile country, 
without any regular provisions, and by that means escaped the 
attack .of twenty thousand Mahratta horse, stationed in the 

His arrival way to intercept him. He . arrived at Surat, and secured 
at Surat. that settlement, and gave a turn to the English affairs in 

that part of India. 
I have run rather beyond the period of the commencement 

!~~~~~':;.,. of the French war. I will call the 7th of July, 1778, the 
",iLh commencement of that war; for at that time the Bengal 
France. Government had received those advices of that fact which 

they had reason to deem authentic;· and upon which, they 
acted. Your Lordships will, therefore, consider what was 
the situation of this country at the commencement of that 
war, and in what situation out finances were. Your Lord
ships see, there was abundant reason to expect occasion for 
every resource which either the commerce or the revenues, 
or the sovereignty, of the Company in India could furnish 
them with. On the 7th of·July, 1778, news arrived in 
Bengal, perhaps premature-it was a little before the actual 
event had happened in Europe; for when the news came to 
Bengal, it had not been, at a corresponding period of time, 
that the French had committed any overt acts of hostility 
~however, they received froin Mr. Baldwin at Cairo that 
information, lipon which they warrantably proceeded to 
consider themselves as at war with the French nation. 

Mcasuresof Mr. Hastings nt that period, as he did in every moment of 
;~~~~i~y danger, found himself alert and J\ctive for his conntry's 
~fr. nllst· interest. He beset himself at that momelJt to consider what, 
~~~;;ns up)n under the subsisting circu~sta!lces of our country. in respect 
~~:iStl~m,I~- ,to the other powers 0Wf .Indla, It 'Ya

h
s mohstdexpeddlent tOfdho; 

empire. and what, upon our c ros upon e1t er t e epen ants 0 t e 
empire or others, it was expedieut to refluire. The first 
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tllinlJ" which occurred to him that it was expedient to do, was 17 FBB.1\"9"2. 

to ~nfirm the good faith and amity of the Raja of Berar. M~ for 

I shall describe how he is situated, in point of connection =~~ftl~~j 
with the Mahratta Government and our own. ~ja of 

Mudaji Bosla was the descendant of Sevaji, the first son MUdaJiBos

of Shahji, the founder of that empire. He was adopted by]a. 
J annuji, the last Raja. He had, therefore, claims upon the 
Mahratta empire. He had inherited, after the death of His inherit

his brother, a portion of the Mahratta dominions, called the ;~~o~;he 
Berar dominions, comprehending the whole .of Orissa, of minion •• 

which we are only nominal BOvereigns, for no part of that 
belongs to us. This prince had for many years kept up a 
friendly intercourse and correspondence, by means of his 
nkil, Beneram Pundit, with Mr. Hastings. Mr. Hast':' 
ings knew that it was much the object of his ambition to 
·sueceed to the Raja of Sattara. He knew, likewise, that it His desire of 

was his interest to be protected against the intrigues and !'..!;:~:~i~he 
views of the Nizam, who was his neighbour, encroaching Nizam. 

upon him on one side, and to be sustained against any 
ambitious projects of either Hyder Ali, or any of the 1IIah-
mtta Governments, on the other side. 

Mr. Hastings, being always anxious to prescn·e the fron- Motives of 

tiers of Bengal from all possible violation and attack, thought ~;;.~~~ 
his nlliance of all others the most essential, inasOluch as his =~~~.his 
dominions lay immediately adjoining to the provinces of 
Midnapore and Burdwan, two valuable provinces belonging 
to tlte Company, and which, if we were in a state of hostility 
with that prince, would have laid most open to the devasta-
tion and I!poil that might be mad~ by his troops. It was,. 
therefore, with a view to our own securJty, and with the 
view of weakening any combination of the Mahratta powers 
against us, extremely proper to dispose the mind of this prince 
the most favourably that could be towards the British name 
and interest; and, for that purpose, the first measure Mr. 
Hastings proposes, upon news of tbe French war, was, that 
Mr. Alexander Elliott should be despatched to that prince, 
with full powers to treat upon the subjects I have stated; 
holding before his ambition the object of the IhjasJlip of 
Hattarn, and every other advantage he might derive from the 
protection and good offices of the English nation. ' 

Mr. IIastin!!s, at the same time, considered of n vlan of ~r. !lr\"t- -.I 

d ~ . lOgS pan ". efcnce for the country of Bengal at large; and It bec:line defenec fel" 

him likewise to consider what troops, and wbat funds for Bengal. 

those troopl', could be found. lIe proposed in Council, and 
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17 FBB.1792. it was carried, that there should be six battalions tlf troops 
Tl,e ;;;;;n. raised for the defence of the provinces; and, of these, he 
th~:':a~ thought himself warranted in demanding that three should 
~~I~~ be maintained by Cheyt Sing. I have purposely avoided 
Cheyt Sing. introducing the mention of him or his tenure prior to this 

period, for it seemed 10 me to be wasting your Lordships' 
time unnecessarily, till the terms of tbat tenure and his 
connection with the Company were to be called forth into 

Justification any active operation or effect. At this time, when news of 
or tlte de- F h had· d, h h· h mand. a renc war arnve amongst t e Illeasures w lC 

Mr. Hastings' was devising ,for the public safety, he thought 
of demanding a force from our benefited, protected, ally, 
Cheyt Sing, who had ,hitherto derived much benefit from us 
without any return. He thought he was warranted by the 
nature of his tenure, by the terms on which every person 
who owes allegiance~ holds of that sovereign to whom it is. 
owed; and, ~rding to every principle of allegiance and 
fidelity, he thought himself warranted-and, particularly, 
according to the express and precise terms of the convention 
between him and the English nation, and accordiug to the 
terms under which he held from Suja-ud-Dowla, under 
whom we derived the sovereignty with the claim respecting 
him, and of wbich it is an unalienable appendage-to 

Qualified 
assent to 
the demand 
by Mr. 
Francis. 

demand and recei.e military assistance in time of war. 
Mr. Hastings proposes that this demand shall be made on 

Cheyt Sing, .and Mr. Francis, under a snppo!lition that 
Leslie's detachment would not speedily return within the 
provinces, acquiesced. But I should suppose that, though he 
acquiesced, he did not conceive that demand founded in 
right. I will suppose him so to have said, because Mr. Hast
ings' language afterwards supposes him so to have said. 
He said he would reserve the 'decision of the question of 
future right to their superiors; making the demand at pre
sent, and conceiving it fit it should be made, but, from !lome 
intimated doubt concerning the question of right, he reserves 
it to their superiors hereafter. 

Now, unquestionably, if there be good faith and honesty 
between the public and the servants whom it employs, this 
kingdom and every subject of it is stopped from questioning 
that demand, after he had appealed to this country for 
instruction, and they by their silence showed their acqui-

implied lip- escence. Mr. Hastings having, in the year 1778, written 
proval of the h h D' d. h h h h l~· , Directors orne to t e lfectors, an t roug t em to t e ~lDg S 

and the :Ministers, to whom the despatches were communicated, for 
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instruction upon thc suluect of that demand, and having 17FBB_1792. 

l)rosecntcd it, in two successive years, upon the supposition King'smi

of its being well founded, I say, independent of all other nisters. 

argument~ arising from convention, the actual terms of his 
sannd, and the constitution of the Mogul empire, if there 
be faith and honour in man, it is impossible to question this 
demand. He writes to them-" I have demanded this sub-
[lidy :-instruct me." If they sit supinely by and permit 
I.im to prosecute that demand, year after year, and, upon the 
cuntumaoyof the person, who sluggishly and relucmntly 
performs the Quty, he proceeds to punish him, and after~ 
wards, upon further acts of contumacy and open rebellion, 
to expel him-I say the British nation are stopped, if there 
be principles of common jnstice and honour amongst us, 
from questioning the acts of their servant. How long is a 
man to wait upon an intimation of the course, as he con-
ceives, of his duty and of the line he means to pursue, till he 
is to be sanctioned in the act 1 Three whole years elapsed; 
and if this act is questionable, it is a fault that lights equally 
upon all persons concerned in the executive government 
immediately committed to the India Company, and through 
them communicated to, and so far connected with, the 
immediate administration of his Majesty's government; and, 
if this be a charge, instead of this gentleman standing 
iolitary at your bar, I venture to say there ought to be 
arraigned by the side of him every person who has held any 
place in the Company's service-who has held any place in 
his :Majesty's confidential councils. All are common parti-
cipators in his guilt, each equally criminal with himself, and 
ought to bear equally the reprehension and punishment that 
might fall upon that act. No, my Lords, there is no blame 
anywhere. There is no guilt upon any of them. The The demand 

demand was founded in right. The demand need occasion ~,::~ed 011 

no alarm to them. They knew-for they hlld the materials 
to judge upon that he had _ before him-they knew that the 
terms which formed the connection between Cheyt Sing and 
them warranted that demand. They permitted him to pro-
secute it. They never contradicted the exercise of it or 
controlled it, because they knew it was founded in justice. 

At a later period, in the year 1782, when a committee of~hetrans"",-
tl H f C • . h b' tion not no

!C. ouse.o ommons were slttmg upon t e su ~ect, tieed~ythe 
votmg the recall of· Yr. Hastings upon the same subject, ~f~:~~":.e 
respecting the Mahratta war, with full notice that this f!'i7~~ons 
lIemand had been for three years made upon Cheyt Sing, 
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17FBB.n92. did they then take notice of this, as a matter for which 
- Mr. Hastings was reprehensible? Did they say--" likewise 

on account of his extortionate demand upon Cheyt Sing, 
cont.fary to all faith of treaties, contrary to all engage
ments"~anything of that kind? No! they did not even 
allude to it. No man imputed it to him for blame, and it 
was not till after the tumult that arose upon Cheyt Sing's 
contumacy and his rebellion that it occurred to any man to 
call in question that act :-not even at the later period I 
have stated, even at the time when Mr. Hastings' recall 
was procured to be voted at the India House, it was not 
then assigned as one of the grounds for his recall, or even 
imputed to him as blame, that he had made this demand 

Inference of upon Cheyt Sing. I say, therefore, I am clothed with the 
r-encralsanc· • • h h . d th· f h B·· h tion of the protectIon, W1t t e sanctIon an au Ollty, 0 t e ntis 
demand. nation; that the Company-that those who were in the 

Tennreof 
Cluwt Sing, 
n.t the time 
of the oes
~ion of DC"..
nare.. to the 
Com)lany. 

immediate council.of his Majesty"-eveJ:ybody who had had 
any concern in the approval of this act or to whose cogni
zance it was committed~put their seal of approbation upon 
this very demand; and they have not lightly done it. 

At the time that Asoff-ud-Dowla ceded to us Benares, it 
was in consideration with the Board what should be the 
terms of his tenure. It· was suggested at one time by 
Mr. Hastings, that he should be put in a kind of middle 
relation between the English Government and that of thc 
Nawab of Oude; and that he should pay his rent in moieties 
io each, and have a kind of double allegiance to both. At 
the time Mr. Hastings was proposing this, he suggests many 
circumstances-respecting the supposed independency of 
Cheyt Sing. under that project.ed tenure, which h.ad been 
used in the course of the argument; and I do not know 
whether they are not even, in the terms of the Article, used as 
allegations of Mr. Hastings, applied to the actual condition 
in which Cheyt Sing was afterwards placed, under a different 
tenure, namely, when he held solely under the sovereignty 
of the British nation. But, at that time, it was announced 
to Cheyt Sing, as the terms of his holding, . expl.'"essIy, that 
they had reserved to the Company the sovereignty of the 
country, to the full extent that it was or might have been 
held by the late and present subahdar of Oude. .By 
changing his master he did not change his service; he was 
still to perform the same duties he had done before. 

~~:~\~~a~ a What were these duties, is partly a question of general 
."mind"r. history, as applied to the particular man and the persons who 
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have preceded him in that situation. As applied to the 17 !EB.1792. 

history of the country, the revenue books from early times 
are full of instances of the zamindars yielding military aid 
to the I!overeigns upon their demand. I am told by gentle-
men most conversant with those books, that, when a zamindar 
did not appear at the time of the :regular settlement of the 
revenue, it was entered as an excuse, like a kind of essoin 
with us, that he was soon to attend the royal stirrup in the 
field; he was personally attending with his forces on the 
person of his sovereign. There is not a page of history, in Jt!:i1itary ser· 

any historian that anybody may have looked into, but you VICC. 

will find for ever zamindars summoned to attend their 
prince, and actually assisting him in war; so that the duty 
of military obedience, as resulting from their tenure, seems 
unquestionably to have existed from all time in India. But, 
independently of that, I will not look to India, it is the 
inseparable appendage of sovereignty everywhere. Alle-
giance and protection are reciprocal; and, if the arm of the 
state is to protect the subject, that subject owes the support 
which can be derived from his own assistance, to constitute 
the aggregate strength of that state of which he is to derive 
the benefit; and, therefore, without wasting much of your 
Lordships' time in discussing that proposition-for all these 
propositions will be discussed more largely and more ably 
fIOon before your Lordships-I will only state that it stands 
upon unquestionable authority, that there exists in the Mogul 
eml,ire a right in the sovereign of the country-and the Right in tllC 

sovereign unquestionably was represented by the subahdar ~~';:~~:i." to 
of Oude, whose sovereignty we have taken by assignment- military aid. 

a right to demand military aid from his territorial subjects; 
that such territorial subject was Cheyt"Sing, and he owed 
this assistance; that it was therefore of right for us to 
dcmand i4 when the occasion might require. And, as to his 
sufficiency to answer the demand, he had received from his 
father an accumulated kror, certainly~one million sterling of 
money. He had been suffered to enjoy, from the year 1770, Cheyt Sing's 

when his father Bulwant Sing died, an annual surplus of at ::ti~~fthe 
lcast thirteen lacs a year-for by that sum did his receipts of demand. 

his zamindary exceed his expenditure-and had thus accu-
mulated the sum of more than two millions sterling. 

Do YO\1r Lordships think, at a time when we were about ~o~dtion 
to commence a war with France, and probably very soon ~and~ .,.. 

with the whole house of Bourbon, that it was unjust or 
unfitting that the British nation should demand so small an 
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17 FBB.17ll2. assistance, which was commuted at 50,000l. a year? This was 
-- the demand-this was the demand notified to this country; 

and this was the demand, the resistance to which, and to other 
military demands justly made upon him in a period of still 
more increased difficulty, and when our dominions were 
shaken to the foundation, produced a degree of contumacious 
resistance afterwards in our benefited b~t ungrateful vassal. 
But the period I am now upon, that of 1778, relates only to 
the demand; and I trust· I have laid before your Lordships 
sufficient reason to believe that the demand was justly 
oceasitmed, by the practice of every Eastern prince in 
respect to· every Indian subject, sanctioned by the terins 
of his own immediate instrilment and convention with the 
Company, and, as concerning Mr. Hastings himself, sanc
tioned .by a solemn appeal made to this country, and which 
this country, returning no negative answer to it, had com
pletely confirm,ed" and warranted him to proceed, . upon 
every principle' .llpon which the servants of the Company 
can act. 

These were two of the measures which occurred to 
Mr. Hastings at the commencement of the War in 1778, as 

Assertion most. expedient to be adop~ed for the general safety. It has 
th&tJhede. been said that a demand of this sort was made when -the 
:::::ae ::1,\ treasury was unusually fulL It is stated in the Article, as a 
the treasury • J! h' h . fi I I' 
WIIS full. circumstance Hom w lC you are to lD er, presume, ma Ice, 

that it was made upon no other dependant of our empire at 
the same time. As to the comparative fulness of the trea
sury, it was a matter of debate, f'ometime after, whether 
there should be a loan raised upon the commencement of 
the war. Thinking that the immediate raising a loan migllt 
have some effect, perhaps, upon the general spirits of the 
country, from motives of policy, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Bar
well were against it. Mr. Francis thought it proper-not 
with II. view of forbearing this demand upon Cheyt Sing, 
but as a measure genernlly'proper. Upon that they went 
into a discussion of the fulness of the exchequer. On one 
side it was contended, that the treasury of Bengal had at its 
command a sum of about a hundred lacs, and, on the other 
side, of about fifty, Now, suppose that there were a hundred: 

:i'~~~'~~~:. the expenses and exigencies of the next year made that sum 
of very inconsiderable moment indeed; for I will now state 
the comparative expenses of the year which followed the 
war with that which preceded it, and then your Lordships 
will judge, whether, fairly expecting such It demand for 
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supplies of money as did actually arise, they were not war_17FBB.1798 
ranted el"en-not to dispute the point, whichever way the -
truth may be, suppose the treasury to be as full as 
Mr. Francis chose to state it, that is, that it contained a 
hundred lacs-see whether the treasury did not require the 
aid proposed to be given to it by this measure. 

In the year 1778-9, the year succeeding the commence
ment of the war, the military charges amounted to above 
GOO,600l. more than they did in the year 1777. The ag
grell'nte expenses of the year 1778-9, over the year 1777-8, 
am;unted to 892,446Z. Then, I think, there was sufficient 
reason for getting five lacs, if we could honestly come by 
them. That we came by them fairly and upon every prin
ciple reconcile able with justice, according to the terms of his 
tenure, I have already stated, with such arguments as I 
thought sufficient .for that purpose. Every year, as one may 
naturally imagine, increased the exigencies of the Company; 
and, therefore, there did exist a very adequq.te prospect that 
this supply would be wanted. No man waits till the dis
tresses actually happen, before he lays in the funds which are 
to Bustain him at that period. It became him to look about 
and enlarge the resources of supply, all he could, at that 
moment. This occurred to Mr. Hastings as the most suffi
cient means for that purpose. To these demands Cheyt 
Sing chose to offer the plea. of inability. Now I do submit to 
your Lordships that that is the most gross aggravation of his . 
contumacy, the most gross insult to the Company, who per
mitted him to enjoy, during all the time he held under them
and before he was under their protection they procured for 
hiIq of the Nawab of Oude-a revenue that, after every 
excess of luxury and expense of state, accumulated, every 
year, to him thirteen lacs. 

I will now state what was the situation of the Company. ~~~ion of 

Soon after this war with France commenced, Mr. Elliott, as ~Y.om. 
I have stated, was despatched upon this embassy to the ~m~~~to 
Uerar Raja. Unfortunately for his country, that very ex- th~Raj~ot 
cellent and amiable young man was cut off by a fever before Ber ..... 

he arrived at the place where his embassy was to be exer-
cised. The Berar Raja, however, .had given him a great 
pledge of his future good intentions towards ns by orderinO" The Gover. 
Monsieur lc Chevalier, the Governor of ChandernaO"ore, wh~ Ddorof Chan. . ., ernagore 
had at that moment escaped from Chandemagore, to be delivered ~p 
delivered ~p t() Mr. Elliott. Your Lordships recollect, I by the RaJa. 

have mentIoned already the ill successes of Colonel Leslie's 
VOL II. • R R . 



626 General Opening of the Defence: 

17 FEB.ma. expedition; the rashness of the Bombay Government, which 
FaU;;;';-of precipitated them to that attack upon the Poona country ; 
~~:ion that the pusillanimity of thol'le who had conducted it had 

'POOIl&. rendered the name of the English of less'important weight 
than it had hitherto been in that quarter ~ of the globe, and 

COI\fedenwy occasioned a confederacy, founded upon the distress of our 
~mst the h fL" h' f I d' f British. power or t e contempt 0 our lorce In t at part 0 n la, 0 

several chiefs, who had not ventured before to make head 
against us :-all this in addition to the French intrigues 
going on at that time upon the coast, and consolidating and 
combining all these powers in hostile confederacy against us. 

Members of The powers that were united were Mudaii Bosla, the 
the confe. " 
deracy. Berar Raja-Mr. Elliott not being able to arrive there, we 

had not been able to detach him, as was intended, from that 
confederacy, to which he unwillingly, at last, accceded, merely' 
for his own pro e~tion, and with a purpose of actual neu
trality, at the time""he carried an appearance of a junction 
with the confed~racy~the Nizam, the 'Poona Government, 
Hyder Ali, Madaji Scindia, whom I consider as a part of 
the Mahratta power, and Nujif Khan, who proInised assist-

The Nizam. ance, but, I believe, gave none. The Nizam seems to 
have been pretty constantly, at that period, adverse to the 
interests of Great Britain. 'He repented much of the large 
cession he had made us of the Northern Circars. He was 
jealous of all our connecfions. He was atlverse to the N awab 
of Arcot. He was adverse to the Berar Raja, with whom 
we had entertained communications of friendship and good 
intercourse for some time past. He encouraged and was 
connected with' a party in the Poona Government adverse 
to that of Ragoba, with which we had been connected. 
He wished, as I said before, to regain the Northern Circars ; 
and wished to gain some considerable accessions, if he could, 
from the Berar Raja. 

Hyder Ali. Hyder's policy was very obvious. If we had crushed the 
Mahrattas, it was his object to have prosecuted the war he 
had begun with them with still greater effect. He was 
treating with Ragoba to have an accession of certain forts 
in his country. If the unfortunate affair of' W oregaum had 
not happened, he would, in all probability, have fallen upon 
the Mahratta dominions, and contented himself with making 
prize and spoil of them. . 

MudaJiBos- Mudaji Bosla was all along attached to the British in-
1... interest; he was compelled to assume the part he had in this 

confederacy. They assigned to him nD attack upon the 
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Behar province, which he changed to a more innocent object. 17PBB.1792. 

that of an attack upon the Ben.,,17lll provinces; and he took 
care that no hostile consequence should be derived from that. 
by means of the measur~ and the intimations I will mention, 
by and by. In effect, he acceded nominally to this confede-
racy; never meaning it should produce any act of hostility 
on his part. unless his other allies should compel him. 

To the Nizam was assigned the attack upon the Northern ~.eor t 
Circars; to Hyder Ali the attack of the Carnatic. and. if ~he eo~~::' 
poSi!ible, to attack Madras; and to Mudaji BosIa the attack rsey. 
of ~lidnapore and Burdwan, the provinces that lay nearest. 
Madaji Scindia was to attack the dominions of· Oude [and] 
the provinces of Behar; and Nujif Khan was to come by 
way of the Duab to attack those dominions of the Wazir, 
and to distract our forces. which·might, otherwise. be employed 
in the protection of our ally.· This was the confederacy that 
was formed. 

About this time, it became necessary for Mr. Hastings- Necessary 

h .. b h h d f h ·bili· f fonnationof W 0 was su:;tammg, y t e azar 0 t e responsl ty 0 a.secretser-
his own casting voice, most of the measures that were then VlOO fund. 

pursued for the purpose of supporting the British empire-
it was [necessary] for him to secure, subject to his own 
controul and appropriation. certain fUI;Uis for the purpose of 
secret service, which he could not have secured, or could not 
have applied, by a direct communication to the whole of the 
Board, without revealing the objects of that secret service, 
and, therefore, defeating its effect. For that purpose, about 
the period of time when the "Mahratta forces of the Berar 
Raja, of 30,000 or 40,000 horse, that were sent to the skirts 
of the Behar province, but never set a foot in it,-when they Receiptor 

were sent to attack Midnapore and Burdwan-about that ~~D~r. 
period of time, Mr. Hastings received that money from cosh. 

Dinagepore, under the name of Dinagepore peshcush: which 
is charged upon him as a crime. 

The receipt and the application had equa1ly public objects. 
He received it at a period when, unless he had the receipt of Necessit) 

such funds secure from the prying eye of Mr. Francis, the 1IEC1'eC7. 

I.'ecrecy of it would have been defeated; and the secrecy of 
the application was connected with the safety of India. which, 
among other means of his. was effected by the application of 
that sum to relieve the distresses of the Berar army. to the 
amount of between 30,000 and· 40,000 men. that were with 
difficulty, famished as they were, prevented from breaking in 
upon the rich and fertile provinces of Midnapore and Burdwan, 

BB2 
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17 F~79a. which by close to the place where thcse forces were collected. 
It was, therefore, somewhere between the months of August 
and October that that first sum of money was received. 
Between the 11 th and 13th of August was the period of the 
first receipt of any part of the Dinagepore money-a period 
when _ this confederacy was unfortunately fully formed
when it was beginning to have its effect, by the detachment 
of so large a portion of the forces· employed in that confed
eracy as 30,000 or 40,000 horse, belonging to the Berar 
Raja, to the frontiers of Bengal. . 

Employ- At that time, Mr. Hastings opened a communication with 
:~~!;rnthe the B~r~r Raja. The Raja lamented all along that M~. Elliott's 
·~f.unng ~he expedition had been frustrated; _ that Colonel LeslIe's march 
:h~a~~~ had not been prosecuted sooner; and intimated, through the 
Raja. whole of his correspondence, that, if he had had au earlier 

opportunity of co~certing with 11S proper means, part of the 
mischief might have been prevented ; and that no mischief 
that he could avoid should be effected by his means. 

My Lords, it may be said-" What would have been the 
Danger of consequence of this irruption of the Berar force ? Was there ~ 
~~~h"e't!~ any danger that they would have attacked Calcutta 01' torn 
p!'ny'. pro- our empire from us?" By: no means. The ground of appre
vmces. h . h . . h' 1.1 enSIOn was, not t at any sue extensIve consequence wou u 

have followed upon tliat irruption, b~t that they would have 
wasted our most fertile provinces. That they would have 
interrupted the supplies with which we were to feed Madras 
and the other Presidencies, and that they would have totally 
destroyed the source of our investment, is perfectly clear. 

Sadanund'. Sadanund's present gave the means of detaching another 
present. member in that confederacy. In this instance, it was the 
f~l'~t~n: object of Mr. Hastings to detach, as far as he could, l\Iudaji 
:~1:jA.om Bosla from the effective councils of the then enemies of 
the confede- Great Britain. 
rJq. Upon the subject of this present, have your Lordships, 

beyond Mr. Hastings' own, voluntary, uncompelled, dis
Voluntary covery, obtained an iota of proof whatever? And has that 
annotnnrce-

h 
discovery been fall'ified in any of the minutest particulars? menote •• . 

present. Your LordshIps know that, by hls letter of the 29th of 
November, 1780, Mr. Hastings voluntarily announced to the 
Company that he had received a sum of money; and that he 
had so applied a par~ of it in the public service. After that, 
the Manager may say-" it is a partial account; it is not 
the whole; he does not state how much correctly." After 
communicating to them, as he does in that letter, both this 
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prellent and the present he afterwards received from SaUa-17 FllB.179!1. 

nund, it was perfectly impossible for him to have concealed 
from them the remainder of that sum, or any sum he nad 
received, if the Company had thought fit to question him 
upon it. 

He had discovered to them that he had received sums of 
money from two sources; that he had applied the one to the 
relief of the Berar army; and, as to the other, he had offered The }~";iW& 
it in order to obviate the difficulties that occurred in respect ::pe:tl:n. 
to the l\1alwa e~pedition. Your Lordships will recollect, as i~~'P~;o-

h d·- h 'I H' h - . C ilsltlonto to t at expe ltIon, t at l' r. astmgs aVlDg In ounc, &ttack Ma-

about the period of June, 1780, strongly urged, in order to daji Scindi&. 

defeat the effect of this confederacy, the necessity of an 
attack upon the country of l\1adaji Scindia-reasoning, upon 
the principle of proximus ipse mihi*, that :M:adaji Scindia 
would be more attentive to his own dominions than any 
that belonged to the Mahratta state-recommended to 
the Board the propriety of making a diversion of Ma~aji 
Scindia's force by attacking his own dominions. Nothing 
ill more obvious, nothing more rational, than the policy of 
such a proposition. That proposition was resisted at the 
Board; and Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, who were then objection on 
at the Board, suggested as an object~on to that measure- ~~eer.::,= 
and, in the first instance, solely that objection-the ex-
pense. This objection was made at the Council some time 
before the 21 st of J une, 17~0. At that moment Sadanund, Offer of the 

on the part of his master, offers, on the plea of atoning, as it §=!~m 
is stated by Mr. Larkins, but, in fact, with a view of getting 
bim to suspend the demand in future-he offers this sum of 
two lacs. Mr. Hastings feels that this sum would meet the 
expenses which that detachment would occasion, beyond the 
sum they would cost by being kept in their quarters, and 
the contingencics of the Malwa expedition. He immedi-
ately communicates to :Mr. Larkin~a person most worthy 
of his confidence, and a person most worthy of the confidence 
of the Company-that he had accepted this sum, and for 
this purpose. . 

That he was not able, afterwards, to apply it immediately Inab~ty to 

to that purpose depended upon others than himself. Mr. Hast-l':~~t.tely 
!ngs tendered it ~?r that purpose, He was so anxious that ~::.epnr
It should Le applied for that purpose and that that expedition 

• .. Reus! proximua sum egomet mihi ! "-Terent. Andr., act iv., &c. 1. 
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17 FEn. 1792. should take effect,' that it led to discussions :md to conse
The -;;;"ure quences which it would be obnoxious to mention here. 
f~~~i:,~nt- However, in the course of these discussions, the only use 
li!rr Mr. Mr. Hastings made of a temporary advantage, from having 

rugs. obtained by the absence of his antagonist a majority at the 
Board, [was], to show that he had nothing but public motives 
even in private quarrel. He came instantly to the Board, 
and by his own casting vote accomplished the measure which 
ultimately procured the salvation of his country. It enabled 
him to carry a measure which led the persons to whom that 
was entrusted, afterwards, in the process of its execution, to 

lUadaji 
Scind.a. 
compelled 
to treat. 

give such a decisive blow to the interests and safety of 
M adaji Scindia, in his own country, as compelled that chief
the blow being given some time in March, 1781..:,....by the Oc
tober of that year, to form a treaty of peace with the British 
nation; and whic~, as its consequence, though not so near as 
might have beell wished, yet at no very remote period, 
brought with it a peace with the whole Mahratta nati9n. 

Communi.,.,. It was in June, 1780, when this measure was proposed. 
ti~n to til? Mr. Hastings, you have it in evidence from one of your 
D,rcctorsru • • d Mr . h h ' 
17S0 of the WItnesses, commumcate to . SullIvan, t en c !llrman or 
receipt of d h ' f h C b D 'h h' , A the preseuts. eputy C alrman 0 t e ompany, ya ams SIp, III ugust 

following, the fact of having received this present of Sada
nund, and its intended destination. He also, in his letter of 
the 29th of November, 1780, communicates the present 
from Dinagepore. And all further concealment, I submit, 
if the Company had chosen after that to ask any questions, 

InV8.9ionor was rendered impossible. About this period of June, 1780, 
t~ei;~::;tlc Hyder Ali, who had been from the May in the preceding 
AlL year collecting his vast forces, came to the Ghats with a 

force of above 100,000 men. There he waited for some 
time, in anxious expectation of assistance from France, 
He was unwilling to venture upon a project of such exten
sive consequences as an immediate attack upon the British 
power, without such assistance from that European ally. He 
paused; but his delay was reproved by the ardent spirit of 
his gallant son, who asked him-if they were never to 
make war till they would avoid danger? And, after reproofs 
of this sort, he, at last, impelled his father reluctantly to 
give the order which instantly covered the whole plain with 
that vast, swarthy, multitude, which brought with them 
desolation, famine, and every mischie£ It is so described 
in an eloquent publication, which I will take the liberty of 
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reading an extract from-and it exceeds all ideas of devas- 17 PSB.1792. 

tation and horror that have ever been conveyed to us before- ne.'cription 

" Then ensued a scene of war the like of which no eye had seen, nor ~fo!~e irrupo 
heart conceived, and which ro tongue can adequately tell • . • . . 
they fell into the jaws of famine." 

Such was the immediate consequjlnce of this irruption of Destruction 

h '1 . h C . T d di of Colonel t e .I) ysore army lOto t e arnatic. error an smay, as Baillie's 

your Lordships may conceive, occupied the settlement of force. 

l\1adras. And, that they should not be solely occupied with 
a. terror arising from expected evils, shortly, and too soon 
afterwards, a large and gallant portion of the British army, 
under the command of Colonel Baillie and Colonel Fletcher, 
were cut off by an attack which Tippoo, after having been 
repeatedly repulsed, made upon that gallant corps. By the 
opportunity that his father had of escaping unobserved from 
the immediate view of the British General, upon that occa-
sion, he was enabled to assist his son in that complete 
destruction and overthrow which at that time fell upon that 
unfortunate body of men. Not one of above 4,500 troops 
Wail left unwounded; most of them were left dead upon the 
field of battle; and it was owing to the intercession and 
humanity of some French officers, upon the occasion, that 
they were induced to give quarter to those who did survive. 
Those who did survive were carried away, however, to the 
endurance of horrid cruelties, and indignities worse than Danrrto 
death. AI [the Carnatic] was connected by political relation ~:tle= 
with the settlement, every individual of that Presidency put 
on mourning, and conceived the fatal period of the settlement 
was arrived. 

At this period, there existed in no human breast in India ~onfidenco 
hope or expectation of better things, but because there was ::.r. Hast

in one part of it the gentleilian at yoUr bar, who, they 
knew, had the vigour and spirit of mind to devise, and 
generosity and courage to employ, all the resources of every 
part of India entrusted to his charge, to relieve a pressure 
upon anyone part of its depressed dependencies. In that 
hope they were not disappointed. This calamity did not 
find him exhausted, spiritless, dejected, fallen. No I itroused 
him to still greater exertion. What was the spirit he 
breathed upon that occasion? What were the measures he 
suggested? To what his thoughts were turned in that 
anxious crisis, the minute that he recorded upon that event 
will best explain to your Lordships. 

.. The Governor General delivers in the following minute :- Minute of 
« This is nut a time either fur long deliberation at home, [or the formal !t[r. H38t-

lJIg8. 
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n ~1792. and tedious process of negociation abroad. The calamity which has 
befallen us upon the coast, and the alarming superiority which Hyder 
Ally Cawn has acquired in the Carnatic ; the despondency of the Govern
ment of Fort Saint George; the consternation and distrust which seem 
to have spread themselves among all those who are subject to its authority; 
its utter want of present means and resourses; the diminution of their 
military strength, and its de~ared insufficiency for the war which it is to 
sustain; and, above all, the authentic information which we have re
ceived, of a great naval and military armament prepared by the court of 
France, and destined beyond all doubt to .co-operate with Hyder Ally, 
demand the most instant, powerful, and even hazardous exertions of this 
Government, to avert the event portended by so many concurrent diffi
culties. To this point every other consideration must now give place. 
Without further preface I propose the following resolutions :-

"1st. That the sum of fifteen lacs of rupees be immediately Bent to 
Fort Saint George in specie, and laden for that purpose on the 
honourable Company's ship, the Duke of Kingston, and the other 
vessels which are now on the point of sailing for Madras . 

.. 2d. That the treasure deposited in. the new .fort, including the 
moiety lately taken from it, be all replaced in the general treasury, to 
be applied to the preceding purpose, and other exigencies of this 
Government. . . 

.. 3d. That a large detachment of European infantry and artillery be 
immediately sent to Fort Saint George by the Duke of Kingston, 
and the other vessels which are now on the point of sailing for 
Madras. 'fo this proposition, as a necessary and essential part of it, 
1 must add the following, .viz., that the Commander-in-Chiefbe 
requested, and I do, for my ·own part, make it my most earnest and 
particular request, that he will proceed himself inunediately to the 
coast, and take the command of the army on that establishment . 

.. The Commander-in-Chief will pardon this formal and official solicita
tion. 1 know the ardour of his zeal for the public service, and that this 
principle will of itself impel him to be wherever it shall most require his 
presence; but I think thia a case in which it would mark too great an 

.indift'erence to the public welfare, and too cold a sense of the utility of 
his services, to leave the offer of them to his unsolicited opinion. I make 
no scruple to avow that, although I am convinced that the danger im
pending on our interests in the Carnatic, might be easily repelled, even 
with the force which it already possesses for its defence; yet I cannot 
place any reliance upon it unless it shall be properly applied and con
ducted; that I do not think it has been properly applied, nor expect 
that it will be properly conducted, unless Sir Eyre Coote will at this 
crisis stand forth, and vindicate in his own person the rights and honour 
of the British arms. I mean not to compliment. His military experience; 
and, above all, the high estimation in which his name is held by the world, 
and especially by that part of it where it was principally acquired, mark 
him as the only possible instrument to retrieve our past diSgrace, or to pre
serve the British interests and possessions in the Carnatic from utter ruin. 

"Our armies, which have been so long formed to the habits of con
quest, will not easily recover from the impression of the dreadful reverse 
which has )ately befallen them, nor be brought to act with the former 
confidence under unsuccessful commanders. The addition of numbers 
will not relieve their apprehensions, and will but contribute to oppress the 
hands which have been already proved too weak to slIstain the weight of 
an inferior charge. 
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4th. That an immediate offer of peace be made to the ~laratta state, 17 FBB.J.792. 
in the mode and on the conditions following; viz., that, as the -
ministers of that state have professed a desire for peace, which has 
been equally the wish of this Government, even from the com
mencement of the war; and as the attainment of it seems to have 
been hitherto impeded by the difficulty of managing' a negociation 
between the principals, situated at so great a distance from each 
other, to preclude all further delays, we do at the same time offer 
peace, and bind ourselves to the observance of it, on their acceptance 
of the following conditions, viz. :-

.. 1st. That all acquisitions made by our forces in the course of the 
war, and retained in our possession as the property of the Cllmpany, 
shall be delivered up and restored to the same footing as that on which 
they stood before the commencement of the war; but that such II.'! have 
been conquered and ceded in virtue of formal treaties shall remain, 
and be confirmed to the persons to whom they were so ceded; and 
the treaties concluded with them remain firm and inviolate • 

.. 2d. That a provision be made for the maintenance of Ragonaut Row 
during his life; and that he shall be permitted to reside where he 
pleases, excepting Bombay or any place nearer to Bombay than 
Surst, but shall receive no assistance from the Governor General and 
f'AJuncil of Bengal, nor from any other Presidency of the Company; 
nor, if he shall chuse any of the Company's Presidencies or settle
ments for the place of his residence, shall he be permitted to reassert 
his pretensions to the administration of the Maratta State, without 
the entire and universal consent and requisition of all the members 
of the state, who are. included as parties in this treaty . 

.. 3d .• Thaithe Peishwa and rulers of the Maratta State shall agree to 
an alliance, offensive and def~nsive, with the Company, against the 
French and Hyder Ally Cawn, and shall immediately employ their 
forces in conjunction with ours in the invasion of his dominions, and 
in the prosecution of Buch operations against him, II.'! the circum
stances of the war, and the judgment of those who have the conduct 
of it on both sides, shall determine; and, if, in the course of it,' any 
acquisitions of territority shall be made, these shall be equally shared 
between the parties to this engagement, in such manner as shall be 
most suitable to the situation and cQntiguity of the places or 
dominions at this time respectively held by them . 

.. 4th. That if the Peishwa will not agree to the proposed alliance, 
peace be neverthele88 concluded, each party retaining what it hath ac
(luired; or that a suspension of hostilities shall take place on both sides 
during one year from the date of the treaty, for the purpose of nego
ciating the tenus of a future and perpetual adjustment . 

• , 5th. That the treaty shall be concluded with the mediation lind 
guaran~ of Rajah M:oodajee Boosla, '!I'ho shall be a subscribing 
party to It, and shall bmd himself and his successors to the faithful 
observance and support of it • 

.. 6~. That ~he trea~ sh~l be sealed, signed and sanctified, by the 
respective parties to It. With the most solemn oaths prescribed by 
their respective religions. 

'.' 7th. That one copy of the treaty executed in manner above pre
scnbed by. the Gov~or G~n~ and Council of Bengal, being received 
by the ~eI8~wa or his Mlrusters, two copies or counterparts thereof 
shall be ID like manner e.~ecuted by the Peishwa and principal rulers of 
of the Maratta State, and Moodajee Boosla as the guarantee to it, in 
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the manner above mentioned, and shall be transmitted, one to the 
Government of Bombay and the other to General Goddard, or to 
the officer commanding the detachment sent from Bengal; that all 
hostilities may immediately cease on both sides, and each provide for 
the due execution of the treaty; but, until the treaty shall be thus 
ratified on the part of the Peishwa, it shall not be binding on the 
Governor deneral and Council, neither shall it be binding, unless it 
it shall be so ratified within two months after the receipt of it. 

"5th. That a letter be written to the President and Select Committee 
of Bombay, and a similar order to General Goddard and Major Camac, 
re9uiring and commanding them immediately to suspend all hosti
lities and milItary operations on the receipt of a requisition in writing 
to that effect, and a notification from the Peishwa, that the like 
order has been given on his part to the officers commanding his 
armies; and that the Peishwa be advised of these orders, that if 
desirous of peace, he may make the said requisition and notification 
accordingly. 

"6th. That the treaty being executed by the Governor General and 
Council, in the manner specified by the 6th and 7th Articles of the 
4th Resolution, it be forwarded to Moodajee Booala with two blank 
co}?ies of it; that if he should approve of it, it may be previously 
ratified on his part as guarantee, and transmitted with the treaty 
executed by this Government to the Peishwa for his ratification, in 
the manner prescribed by the 6th and 7th Articles of the 4th 
Resolution. 

"This is all that I propose as immediatell necessary. The Commander
in-Chief will offer such a plan for the distnbution of our troops and other 
militBry arrangements, as appertain to his separate province. 

"Other Bubsidiary measures may be the subject of futute delibera
tion."] * 

My Lords, in addition to what has been read on this sub
ject, Sir Eyre Coote suggested for the defence of [the pro
vince of Behar] a thousand horse, if they could be procured 
from the Raja of Benn.res. This arrangement of forces was 
deferred till a later opportunity. 

• Mr. Hustings' Miuute, dated the 25th September, 1780, is printed in the 
Appendix, No. 310, to the Sbr-th Report from the Committee of Secrecy. 
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CONCLUSION OF THE SPEECH OF EDWARD LAW, 
ESQ., COUNSEL fOR THE DEFENDANT, IN 
OPENING THE DEFENCE UPON THE SEVERAL 
ARTICLES OF THE CHARGE; 21 FEBRUARY, 1792. 

My LORDs,-1 am not aware that I can in any manner ZlP1m.l'm 

more fitly express the high reverence I bear to this tribunal, Desire to 
nor in any manner more suitably exhibit the gratitude which ~h~r.%~ts 
lowe to them for the very patient condescension with which ~~ 
they have beard the observations and arguments I have . 
attcmpted to lay before them, than by abridging and reducing 
into the narrowest possible compass the remaining topics 
,,·hich I have now to offer to their consideration. I trust I 
shall be able to reduce those topics within that compass of 
time which your Lordships ordinarily allow for the sitting of 
one day. 

I beg leave to draw your Lordships' recollection to the 
period of time at which the matters which I took the liberty 
of discussing before your Lordships closed, on the preceding 
day-I mean, the period of September, 1780, at which time Irruption .. of 

those minutes were entered by Mr. Hastings and Mr. Francis ~{!-~hfl. 
which I took the liberty of reading to your Lordships, ~tie. in 

towards the close of the last day. 
Your Lordships will recollect, that, at this period of time, 

the interests of the East India Company had received a very 
scvere blow by the irruption of Hyder Ali into the Carnatic; 
by the loss and destruction of a very large and powerful 
detachment of our army: and your Lordships will recollect 
the dismay and despondency which that event had occa
sioned in every part of the dependencies of the Madras 
Government. 

My Lords, I stated that this event found Mr. Hastings Firmness 01 

collected, ready to meet all the exigencies of that alarminlJ' :~~ast-
8ituation; that he directed his mind to the after resource~ 
which might enable him to supply the failing aliments of life 
and war; that he w.."Played all that magnanimity which I 
conceive to be his characteristic in every situation of emer-
gency, whenever his country or the Company have had any 
demand upon those qualities. 
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z\. l'EB.1792. My Lords, I was proc?cding to exhibit, in contrast with 
Oontrast of those qualities-which is a duty lowe to my client, a duty 
~:.~ ~~~. lowe to the public, interested as they are in the conduct 
'lluct. of their servants in great occasions of public danger-I was 

proceeding to exhibit, in fair but pointed contrast, the con
duct of that other servant of the public, then stationed with 
him in a situation of similar trust in the Government of 
Bengal, and was calling upon your Lordships to pronounce 
which of them had that spirit which is useful in situations of 
emergency-which was that servant whose mind was best 
fitted to the situations of danger, and who was best able to 
extricate his country and the Company from those situations. 
Your Lordships see the characters and minds of these two 
servants strongly pictured in the history before you. 

Mr. Hastings tells them it is a situation which caned 
upon the~ for the most instant~' powerful and hazardous, 
exertions. The language of Mr. Francis breathes a spirit of 
more coolness and ClI.ut~ori .. , He tells them that the sum of 
fifteen lacs, which was proposed to be sent by Mr. Hastings 
to supply the Presidency of Madras, was too great-was 
larger than their own occasions would allow them to spare. 
And, as to sending any troops, he was adverse to that pro
position, concentrating all his care in the preservation of the 
Government of Bengal; solely, selfishly, considering that 
individual province, and separating it from the general mass 
of British dependencies. ' 

~r"~r,~ur Mr. Hastings wa~ animated by a very different spirit. He 
ois t:'wiIT;~'· gave to the Presidency of Madras all that it at that moment 
!g~d::':;'S wanted-the best boons that it was in the power of the 
~~ Company to bestow. He gave them an able general, It 

I • powerful army, and an ample pecuniary assistance. His 
opponent would have given them, indeed, the general, 
because the absence of the general removed an opposite 
voice in the Council. He, therefore, readily acceded to the 
proposition of delegating the general upon that errand; but, 
as to giving him the troops that might enable him to exert 
his great military talents with effect-as to giving him that 
money which is the life of all operations of war-to both 
these propositions he was adverse. Half of the money, 
indeed, being all that he could spare with a prudential regard 
to 'the establishment of Bengal, he consented to give; but 
not one man, of all the military stationed in that Presidency, 
would he have lent for the defence of the rest! 
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My Lonh, if this cold, this frigid, counsel-this political 21 FEB. 92 

pusillanimity-for I mean no other-should have at that Danger 

moment been carried into effect, and if, for the punish- }~':'::'}f' c 

ment of the British nation, at that period or at two other I<!llan~i'" pu. • 81 alum y. 
peril)ds which I shall shortly state, two unfortunate CrIses, . 
that gentleman had been. able to carry into effect the 
measures he proposed, we should have now been talking of 
the British empire as we talk of the Ghuznian empire, and 
of the Seiad dynasty. Thrice was· your empire in peril by 
thc measures of this gentleman. Thrice was it saved by 
the gallantry and spirit of the honourable gentleman who 
sits beside me I 

The same lan.,O'uage of cold prudence was held in ] 778, Dhangcr om 
• d tosam when It was proposed to send a detachment overland, un er cause t the 

Colonel Deslie i and which, by the negligence of that officer, ~'B~~ ;~" 
failed to a certain degree, yet, afterwards, under the com-
mand of Colonel Goddard, was able to restore the strength 
and vigour of the British power on the western coast of 
India. Aftcr the dismaying event of the convention of' 
"\Voregaum, and the calamity that attended the attack upon 
Poona, if his vote had been successful, upon that occasion, 
whcn he deprecated the detachment of that force as weaken-
ing the strength of Bengal, which' he contended was the 
principal point which in all our consultations and considera-
tions we were to look to, if he had succeeded, to tlle extent 
of preventing that force going at the moment in which the 
ill success of the expedition against Poona happened, that 
moment our settlement of Bombay would have been at an 
end; all our force upon the western coast must have 
fallen; and that member of our dominion would have been 
severed from the British crown for ever. 

There was another calamitous period, in which the same OPPosiJ"n 

spirit would have produced the same effect. For, my Lords, ~[.¥~il;an' 
the idea of immcdiate protection of the. country in which de~:,~~t:r 
wc are, without considering the effect on other parts of our Gen. Ctl\('· 
government, is, as everything personal and narrow is, politi-
ea11y mischievous. And it would upon this occasion have been 
most essentially so: for that measure, which had the oppo-
sition of this gentleman, I mean the measure of detaching 
the force under Colonel Camac, proposed by Mr. HastinO's 
ill June, 1780-for the purpose of carryinO' which measu~e 
he devoted his character, in the acceptanc; of that present, 
nt his own personal risk-that measure, by so many 
means attempted and ultimately achieved, had neverheen 
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21 PEB.1792. achieved-that force would never have been devoted to 
the northern part of India, which drew off Madaji Scindia, 
and, presently after, produced the Mahratta peace and the 
preservation of our dominions in that part-that measure 
would not have had an existence, but from the fortunate 
concurrence of circumstances I stated to your Lordships 
on another day. It had its most powerful opposition from 
the gentleman on whose conduct I am now commenting; 
and I consider it as a fair comment and contrast with the 
conduct of the gentleman before you. Judge for yourselves, 
if the measure of the one or of the other had succeeded, what 
would have been the different fate of the empire, the interests 
of which we are now considering. In that event, if Colonel 
Camac's detachment had been prevented from going, and 
Colonel Leslie's, from the mere view of safety to Bengal, 
that narrow prudence would have been the ruin of your 
empire. 

Mr.l'rancis'. Again, in the year 1780; on the 25th of September, 
tOPP •• iti]·on f when it was proposed to send the general· with a large 
o •• pp yo If' d hi d 

troOllS and SUpp y 0 money, and WIth a large force un er s comman , 
~~~z.~o if the minute of that gentleman had been effectual, and there 

had been only leave giveq to the general to go, without a 
force. to sustain him and without money to pay that force, 
the object of the expedition would have been crippled and 
destroyed, and no effective service could have been thereby 
procured to the country. For, if Mr. Francis's proposition 
had suc<:eeded, do you think that General Coote, jealous .of 
his well acquired fame in that quarter of the globe, would 
have suffered himself to be sent out to be disgraced? would 
have suffered himself to lie sent out without troops, and to 
go to that dispirited army-necessarily 60 by the great 
calamity that had happened there-carrying out no rein
forcement of fresh soldiers, no means of paying those that 
were there? Is it possible he would have committed his 
fame on such an enterprise? Therefore the whole would 
have been frustrated, if the measure proposed by Mr. Hast-
ings, in its full extent, had not been carried. . 

POIi'jf of Mr. Francis, in his minute, desires them to remember that 
~~. P'::':,~o, the general instructions from the Directors are, to make the 
sitlon. safety and prosperity of Bengal the principal object of all our 

deliberations and consultations. My Lords, Mr. Hastings 
did so! But he did it by a manly and liberal policy. The 
safety of Bengal was best promoted by making the field 
of war the Carnatic; leaving those already desolate pro-
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mces to suffer the calamities of war, rather than bring 81 FBB. 1792. 

the enemy home to our own doors, and plant them in the -
very heart of Bengal The consequence would have been, it 
we had not sent that force-and we could not have sent it 
but in the terms of Mr. Hastings' proposition-that Madras 
would have fallen; that instantly the Nizam, and then Mu-
daji Dosla, [would have been] driven to assist in the opera-
tions of the confederacy with the Mysore army; and we 
should DO longer have had place or Dame in that country. 
On this occasion and every other, Mr. Francis reminds them 
of the directions of the court of Directors-" Remember what 
our fathers have often told us"-and puts them in mind of 
the lesson of instruction they had received from home. But 
tha~ lesson must be always qualified by a proper adaption of 
it to the circumstances. The Company never had, nor could 
have contemplated, such a situation as that in which their 
pervants were then cal.led to act; and, therefore, it was 
absolutely necessary for them to qualify the preservation of 
Dengal with the existing circumstances, which called upon 
them to protect the other dependencies, on which their safe!.y 
ultimately rested.. .... 

My Lords, what was the general and who was the person Appoint.. 

hn 1I.{r H' h h h . th mentofSlr t t J.t. astmgs t oug t proper at t at tune to put at e Eyre Coote 

head of this force? Fortunately for his country, the service as generaL 

did furnish a person who had acquired as much glory in that 
country, to which he was now about to be sent the principal 
commander, as any other servantr-or more than any other, 
with the exception of Lord Clive-had acquired, inaH our 
campaigns in India; for the signal victory of his at the battle 
of Vandivash is certainly classed by every historian, and Hisprevio118. 

every person well weighing the event and consequences of successes. 

these operations of war, the next to the battle of Plassey, in 
which he was an useful instrument himself. Colonel Coote, 
having served at the battle of PIsssey, was afterwards in 
command on the coast. At that time, the French and British 
forces being nearly equally 'poised in point of strength, the 
battle of Vandivash gave that superiority to the British force 
that the French power never raised itself with any considerable 
effect thenceforward to this hour. Colonel Coote, setting aside 
the native troops on both sides, defeated an equal number 
of French with a very moderate part of his own army. His 
character and conduct were so eminent, that the lustre of an 
action which would at other times enoble a campairn is 
almost lost in the superior splendour of Colonel Coot~. I 
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21 FBB.1792. menn, the gallant conduct of a Major Brereton, who did-
- what was unexampled in the history of military operations

devote himself to death in the moment of victory, rather 
than detach one single sepoy in attention to his own person. 
Having received a mortal wound, and the sepoys offering to 
carry him off, he said," No; leave me; pursue your victory." 
I only mention this to show how transcendent the conduct 
of Sir Eyre Coote was, if it has buried such a circumstance 
of military glory in oblivion. After that, Arcot,. Vellorc, 
and other fortresses, which I will not trouble your Lordships 
now with the mention of, fell before his victorious army. 
V::mdivash soon afterwards fell; and we obtained, what we 
have held from th~t moment-the undisputed dominion of 
the Carnatic. 

Sug~ion 
of :sir Eyre 
Coote of 
demand of 
1.000 horse 
from Cheyf. 
Sing. 

At this period, I have stated, Sir Eyre Coote, by the 
powerful importunity of the Governor General, was induced 
to give to the aimy that which they most wanted-a general 
whose name inspired confidence, and assured them of well 
conducted and successful enterprise. At that time, he sug
gests, likewise, a distribution, or rather desired the general 
to suggest a distribution, of the force necessary upon that 
occasion; and Si¥ Eyre Coote, in suggesting the force 
that might be necessary· to be employed, considering that 
there would be detached to the amount of eight battalions 
upon one view, and four upon another-the two views I 
will state presently-thought it would be necessary to 
strengthen the provinces of Bengal by all the additional 
assistance he could procure for them. And, therefore, at that 
moment, Mr. Hastings suggests that a thousand horse should 
be obtained from Cheyt Sing, as the proposition of Sir Eyre 
Coote, for the necessary defence of our home government, 
when it would be exhausted, to a certain degree, of its 
internal and ordinary strength. 

Ne~otiation The consideration of the forces that were to be employed 
:.~:tja. upon the occasion, and were to go with Sir Eyre Coote to 

Madras, was deferred to a. future opportunity; as. it was 
uncertain what might be the success of the then pending 
negotiation with the Berar ·Raja. Because, in the event of 
his being so far conciliated as. to permit the eight battalions 
being sent to reinforce Sir Eyre Coote on the coast, it would 
not be necessary to send any force by sea; but, in case a 
free passage by the way of Cuttack could not be obtained, 
then it would be .necessary to send four of these battalions 
by sea, with all expedition.' This measure was taken ad 
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referenrZum, till the result of this negotiation, with. t~e Berar 21 FEll. 1792. : 

Raja might be known. The result of that negotIatIon was, Freepa&'.ge 

by an application of a part of that money stated to have ~!\'ti.t to 

been certainly received by Mr. Hastings, and .for which he =~~h 
is now in question before you-by the application of three Orissa. 

lacs immediately to the army under Chimnagi BosIa, the 
son of thc Berar Raja-that they were induced by that, and 
by a subsequent negotiation, when a further sum was given, 
to permit the free passage of the British forces through 
Orissa, by the way of Cuttack, over a sort of causeway, with 
the sea on one side and morasses on the Qther-the only 
acccssible way by land by which they could communicate 
with the coast of Coromandel: that pass afterwards was left 
open to the British force. The . Commander of the Berar 
naja's army drew that army away, under pretence of going 
after the Raja of Decknall, and left the passage open, for 
the march of Colonel Pearce and the army that were to go 
to relieve Madras. 

My Lords, he did more. By the successful employment 
of those means, and by a negotiation opened upon a broader SUPI?i:y or 
ground by Mr. Anderson ·afterwards, not only the forces g;ot:.~IB~':.ar 
were permitted to enter Orisea, but they were ,supplied by a Baja. 

plentiful bazar of provisions, furnished by the Berar Raja, 
in the whole course of their passage. Nay, more-so far 
was the force of that power transferred in the opposite scale 
to that in which it had been placed before-that of the hostile 
confederacy-that 20,000 horse attende<1 us aU the way to 
the Northern Circars, to protect and lend any kind of assist-
ance that might be necessary for the purpose of mainte-
nance, or any other want that such a body [as our army] 
might be subject to. This was the effect of one of Mr. 
Hastings' reprobated acts of government! 

Sir Eyre Coote, upon his arrival on the coast:-and I would 
here mention, before I land him upon the coast, how little J!1dicious 

L d h· • . f h' • h disobe-your or SIpS, lD a great questIOn 0 t IS sort, are to WClg dienceot 
minute deviations from the letters of orders. Had Mr. Hast- ~'i'!:'~~ 
ings hung upon such points at this moment the country!n fotrw

h 
&rd. 

• • lDIf e 
agam would have been lost. There IS a subsisting order that tJ"OOps. 
no Company's ship is to navigate these seas during the 
monsoon. The general, the treasure they sent with him, the 
troops that were to sustain him, were all navigated in laudable 
bre~ch .of these orders-exposed to the risk, indeed. of that 
period In these seas :-being arrived at Madras, he restored 

VOL.IL S S 
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ill FBD.179S. confidence to the falling spirits of the army [which was 
scarcely equal to the effort required of it] even at last, 
with all this assistance-a pittance of which only the liberal 
and generous spirit of Mr. Francis-I mean his political 
spirit-would have given. 

Demand of 
increased 
allowances 
by SirE.fl"8 
Coote,in 
1779. 

This gallant officer had some time before arrived in India. 
He had arrived in the year 1779; and, upon his arrival, had 
felt a considerable degree of disgust, perceiving that the 
allowances which he was to receive as Commander-in-Chief of 
the British forces in that settlement were considerably less-
less, I think, by at least three thousand a year-than [those 
of] the provincial Commander-in-Chief on the same esta
blishment. He felt some indignation upon the subject; and 
Mr. Hastings, conceiving that the Company, with a just view 
of all the circumstances, would not have so arranged the 

Consent of emoluments of their military principal officer, consented, 
Mr. Hast. f 
jngs. and did it as an act 0 the Board, to make such an addition 

to the field allowances of this officer as should enable him to 
travel to the distant stations J)f the army, to perform the 
various functions of that command, at a time when that 
command called upon him for an extraordinary activity, 
without diminution and injury to his private fortune. And, 
though Sir Eyre Coote had come out upon exactly the 
same salary that General Clavering had come out upon, 
yet your Lordships may know-or, if you do not, it is 

Previons competent for me to prove-that General Clavering had 
dissatisr...,.. d di' f:' . h h C L' th tiono~Gen. fi)xpresse great ssatis actIOn Wlt t e ompany Lor e 
~\~het:::,g minuteness of the sum allowed him; stating that, if he 
allowances. visited the remote stations o~ the army, he must neces-

sarily be a sufferer to a considerable anlount in his private 
fortune. 

Absonceof Sir Eyre Coote arrived in 1779, at the time when this 
l'i':i~~i':"'" hostile confederacy was formed, at a time when it was neces
E.fl"8 Coote. sary to secure and superintend every part of the British 

force and its dependencies. Could Mr. Hastings have a 
personal motive in making these field allowances to Sir Eyre 
Coote, who was to receive the principal part of them from 
the Wazir, when beyond the Kalmanasah? This, so far 
from being a measure of selfishness or advantage to Mr. 
Hastings, severed from him the general. He immediately, 
instead of acquiring, lost a majority by the measure, sup
posin ... the general disposed to assist him in Council ,He 
lost the benefit of his voice at that Board; and, therefore, 
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stands acquitted of any idea of personal consideration. Nor 21 FEB. I'm. 

can any motive be suggested for this transaction but a purely 
honourable public one. . 

I stated that Sir Eyre Coote, about the close of the year <¥el' of the 

1780, had sailed for Madras. Soon after. he arrived there, ~~~~. 
when the empire hung upon his sword, when any alienation t.'!.'!ir.:.or 
of his mind from the great public service upon which he ances. 
was employed might have been a mischief of incomputable 
extcnt to the Company and the British nation~at that 
moment, an order arrives from England directing these 
allowances to be discontinued. I will not stand upon how 
f.'lr it may be in proof before you that Mr. Hastings had any 
notice of, or gave approbation to, the continuance of these 
allowances at the expense of the Wazir. There is a letter 
written by Mr. Crofts to Mr. Bristow, in which he mentions 
these allowances to have the approval of Mr. Hastings, and 
desires that they may be paid to Sir Eyre Coote; and 
Mr. Hastings, in his answer, referring to it, is in some 
measure supposed to recognise the existence of that order. 
I do not stand upon it; I will give them more proof 
than they have upon the subject. If Mr. Hastings had not 
done as he did, in soothing that great officer at that time, 
when he might have been very much affected and very 
indignant at the sort of treatment he received at that 
moment-if he had not done as he did, he would have been 
wanting to the interest of his employers. The Company, at The piree

the time they gave these orders, which were received in ~~ ~?~e 
April, 1781, did not know how urgent would be the situa- :'~.:r'us 
tion of their affairs at the time of the arrival of that order. t:'a~ ... in . 
They did not know that Hyder's vow had been nearly Ilia. 

accomplished-that he would not leave one white face to 
be seen in the Camatic by the next monsoon. They did 
not know that whether they were an empire in India 
depended upon the exertion of that person whom Mr. Hast-
ings had sent in supreme command to that statioD,and 
the manner in which that command should be exercised. 

If Mr. Hastings could have called before him all the Probable 

collective Proprietors of the India Company-if he could ~E:'P:~ri~ 
have put to them the situation of peril in which he was to .... 

placed and in which their possessions were at that moment 
situated-if he could have consulted with them- what 
woulJ have been the answer they would have given? They 
would have approved his conduct. They would have said 
-" We were too narrow in· our allowances. We did not 

S S 2 
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21 FEB. 1792. contemplate at that moment the situation in which Sir Eyre 
-Coote might be placed-that he might have one establish

ment at Madras, another in the field. We did not mean to 
reduce hun to penury." And yet such would have been his 
situation, if he had not received the increased field allow
ances which at this moment were granted to him by 
Mr. Hastings. 

Vindication I am unwilling to tread this ground with reference to 
i!;!~·Hast- Sir Eyre Coote much further. If Mr. Hastings, at this 

moment, when the safety of our empire hung upon the 
sword of that officer, sacrifices to the only passion of that 
great man which threw a. shade over his other great and 
eminent qualities, I should think his conduct, not only venial, 
but praiseworthy by his country. My Lords, he exposed 
his name; he exposed his character; he encountered the 
risk of that which -at this moment he is enduring, for the 
eake of the country that he saved. Therefore, even if you 
should be inclined to impute, which I hope you will not, in 
candour, for the merits anu character of Sir Eyre Coote
if you should be inclined to impute much blame to him, I 
trust you will think that no part of it, in justice, can light 
upon that gentleman at your bar. 

Mr. Hast- My Lords, I before stated that for the measure, when 
~~:;'::~e originally proposed in 1779, Mr. Hastings could have no 
a::'::'':,~ ~l personal motive, inasmuch as he lost the immediate support 
~ir ~ of the general in Council. In the year, l780, he lost it for 

00 ~ver .. He gave up every consideration of pride, power, 
personal interest; he made it all a sacrifice for his country 
at that moment, in .suggesting the propriety of adopting the 
measure of sending Sir Eyre Coote. 

No evidence My Lords, I would observe that, beyond the voluntary, 
~!;~eb~;~nd complete, discovery of Mr. Hastings upon the subject of 
~~.~:,; presents, you h~ve yet .attain.ed not .an iota of any evi~~nce 
d)i800very of whatever, notwlthstandmg dIscoverIes have been soliCited 
t lem. d Ii d b I' d' . J! h' an every means app e, ut app Ie lD vam; lor t IS reason 

-because no instance existed; Mr, Hastings having disclosed 
it to the Company, aud brought it to their account at that 
moment when they wanted that very sum which had been 
received by him-and received by him only for the purpose 
of its application~ This Indian Verres, forsooth, is wonder
fully distinguished from the Verres of whom we read in 
other instances! Of whom do the subjects of hiB govern
ment complain? Not of the accused, my Lords, but of 
the accuser! Their language is the language of the Sicilians, 
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applied with a different purpose. This my Lords is the 21 FEB. 1'102-

languaO'e in wLich they hail their defender. ,This ~s the 
language in which they disavow the accusation of him and 
the defence of themselves. 

My Lords, I will state, in a few instances, in what manner Cont.,...t of 

the Defendant has been regresented at your bar. I will ~~~"!.'tof 
relate the genuine words as they fell from the lips of his !~~·~'l.u, 
accusers, and I will not use a word o~ comme?t up~n them. ~:~::::~e 
Your Lordships' own enlarged and lIberal mmds will make governed. 

the application and the comment. I will then contrast that 
language, in which he is described by those who do not 
know him, with the language which is used respecting him 
by those who do know him, who have lived under the 
blessings of his beneficent administration, protected and 
happy, for thirteen years! 

One description of him is, that he has" a heart blackened ~~tations 
to the very blackest "-11. heart "gangrened to the very sgeeches of 
core ;"._" that he is the head, the chief, .and captain- ~e:s:na.us,. . 

general of iniquity; one in whom all the frauds, all the 
peculations, all the tyranny, in India are embodied and 
di8eiplined' in array."t I shall not undertake an Herculean 
labour of the least delicate sort, by travelling through the 
whole of this language which has been applied to Mr. Hast-
ings. I shall certainly state a very few instances, merely 
for the purpose of a contrast, which I shall apply presently, 
from testimonials given of his conduct and his government, 
with which the tables at the India House have been covered, 
and with which, if I understood the honourable Manager 
rightly, he proposed that your Lordships' table should be 
covered, before the prosecution closed against Mr. Hastings. 
Hc has been described as " ferocious, ignorant." This, as 
applied to the understanding, is not so material. Then, as 
if the whole British language would not furnish terms· of 
reproach, the learned Managers have, forsooth, pursued their 
inquiries for convitiatory terms into the language of the 
ancients. I wish they had either given the language as it 
is-I mean for the sake of the excellence of the language-
or that they had translated it, as they well could, themselves, 
and not given us the meagre and bald language with which 
one of the Managers favoured us :-

[" When we hear of evils such as these it is searce possible to conceive 
that they should all arise entirely from the acts of one man. No, not of 

• &:e AIr. Durke's Speech in opening the prosecution, vol. i., p. 7. 
t Ibld,p. 8. 
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21 FEB. 1792. one, but of many corrupt and abandoned traitors, of whom he stands 
,- supreme-he wl;1om, if no regards controlled me, I should not hesitate to 

call the accursed destroyer of persons, places, provinces-all that were 
involved in the general devastation:] for the ·sower of the seed must 
surely be considered as the real author of the whole harvest of 
mischief." >I< 

And so he goes on, pursuing the oration from the ground· 
of Demosthenes t, in a very ordinary translation, as it strikes 
me. The honourable Manager, by a translation of his own, 
might have rendered it much better. The language goes on 
increasing in harshness, till one honourable Manager states 
him "to have the foulest heart that ever existed in the 
bosom of man ;"-" to have gone on, in the progress of vice, 
from a bare simple lie to the foulest murder!" Here I 
stop; language can go no further. The language is ran
sacked for the purpose of heaping epithets and terms of 
reproach and contumely upon the head of this gentleman. 

Testimony Now, my Lords, hear how he is spoken of by those who 
~o~~~nment best know him. This testimony is from the Government 
ofMoo!she. of Moorshedabad :-dabadm 
favour of 
Mr. Hast· 
ings. 

" It is written for the information and knowledge of the gentlemen in 
power under the King and Company of England, that we have at this 
time learned by the news from Europe [that a few persons, not being fully 
acquainted with the real state and customs of this country, have repre
sented matters with respect to Mr. Hastings contrary to truth and fact, 
have thrown the minds of the ministers and people of England into a 
state of doubt, and have injured Mr. Hastings and aspersed his character. 
As Mr. Hastings, from the time of his arrival until his departure, adminis
tered the affairs of this country with great propriety and splendour, 
always sought the prosperity and welfare of the family of Nawaub Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khan deceased, according to the purport of the treaties 
and engagements; laboured for the satisfaction, for the preservation of 
the honour and character of everyone, according to his rank and station; 
and avoided every circumstance which could occasion us distress or 
indignity, we were and are pleased and satisfied with him,"] etc.! 

>I< See the Speech of Mr. Grey, in opening the First Charge, vol. i., p. 305. 
t The sentiment and, in some degree, the expressions are adopted from the 

Oration ofDemosthenes in Defence of Ctesiphon :-" Do not, therefore, 0 men of 
Athens, as you walk. and converse together, ascribe the miseries of Greece to one 
man alone. Not by one man alone, I here attest the powers of earth and heaven, 
but by a multitude of abandoned wretches, dispersed through all our republics, 
and among whom JEschines may be justly numbered, have we been thns 
totally undone, this JEschincs whom, if it werc necessary to make the plain 
and unreserved declaration, I should not hesitate to declare the universal ruin 
of all the. men, the territories and cities, that have been destroyed in conse· 
quence of these fatal measures; because whoever sows the seed is author of the 
harvest."-Orations of Demosthenes, trauslated by Mr. Fraucis, 4to, London, 
1758, vol. ii., p. 433. 

t Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 2350. 
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My Lords, there are a multitude of others in which 21 FBB.1'792. 

bodies of men are attesting, and attesting not by a mere Otb~r testi. 
signature, but by the solemnities of their religion, invoking momals. 

tbe Divine Being for the truth of that which they signed . 
and uttered. There is not a district hardly in all India, 
where the influence of his government may have reached, 
which has not sent forth these testimonials to his character, 
to his virtue, to their own sense of the important bl~ssings 
they derived under his beneficent administration. 

One of them says, swearing by the prophet and holy 
Evangelists,-

"Without ever having seen Mr. Hastings, I am thankful to him. 
In truth, that excellent gentleman was without ~n equal. Even in 
former times there were few rulers so just, and possessed of such liber· 

• ality, that all mankind, from the high to the low, from the great to the 
small, should, on all accounts, be thankful to him; that not one indio 
vidual of the whole human race should complain of him. God is witness 
that the late Governor General is one of those rulers who are of distin
guished eminence. Wherever he is, may God preserve him under his 
holy care and protection!""' 

My Lords, this is the manner in which the people of India 
speak of the man who is supposed to have made vexation 
and degradation, if not his object, the result, at least, of his 
government. 

My Lords, at this period of time, about the year 1780, DMcs~rc of 
M H · h h' d' h b r. Hast· r. astmgs t oug t It necessary to Ivert anot er mem er ings to de-

of this confederacy from purposes which were hostile to this ~~~!bfrom 
country, I mean the Nizam. He had been offended of old ~:d'e~~; 
time, as I stated to your Lordships, by retajning from him- . 
what he had indeed granted-the Northern Circars; but he 
had received more recent offence, by retaining the succession 
of the Guntoor Circar from [his brother], upon whose death 
it was to devolve to the Company. He was soothed by [the 
concession of the Circar] : his own tribute was adjusted with 
him, and he was, as well as another member of the confed-
eracy, Mudaji Bosla, also detached from them. In a short 
period of time after, Madaji Scindia was, as its consequence, 

'" Printed in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. 2380. At this point the 
counsel was interrupted in his speech by a question from Mr. Burke ;-

Mr. Burke.-I beg pardon for interrupting the learned Counsel; but I beg 
the favour of being informed who this anonymous swearer is? 

Mr. Law.-I would gratify the bonourable Manager, but I have laid it down 
as a rule to myself, in order to avoid any interruption to what I am discussing, 
[to give no reply]. The honourable Manager is acquainted with the fact: if it 
answered any purpose of information to him, I would most readily communicate it. 
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11 FEB. '1792. at somewhat a more J;'emote period of the Poon~ Government, 
- detached likewise, leaving us to conflict singly with Hyder 

Ali, or rather Tippoo Saib, his successor afterwards, alone; 
-alone, perhaps, avery equal enemy to contest with. 

The troops Upon the arrival of Sir Eyre Coote upon the coast, I 
ill Madra.s d ha fi h dependent state w t orce e found. But not only that force, but 
f~:;;~es. the whole Presidency of Madras, having the country of the 

Carnatic and Tanjore, from which they used to derive the 
supplies of grain, wholly wasted, looked up to Bengal for all 
the sustenance, for all the aliments, both. of life and war. 
These aliments were supplied. As to the supply of grain, 

Mr.Auriol'8 an excellent contract, or rather, I should say, agency, at that 
agency. time entrusted to Mr. Auriol, formed, the best and most 

excellent supply to the settlement in that emergency-a 
supply, as it turned out, perfectly adequate to their wants, . 
and which failed in no manner whatever: which is the 
common case with almost all contracts, where either the 
substance of the contractor may' not be very adequate, or 
the risk attending performing the contract not yery small 

Recent 1'& By advices, since the llUlt adjournment of, this trial, from :?: :o~ India, we find that the mode of supply by agency is recom
supplies. mended to be adopted in all future times, stating the pre-

System of 
"""ounting 
upon 
honour. 

cariousness, at least in time of war, of all supply by contract; 
therefore, confirming strongly the propriety of Mr. Hastings' 
conduct, in entrusting the supply of the settlement at Madra.'l, 
:upon which everything important depended, upon no less re
source than that of agency-but entrusting it to a person 
who is enabled, by an immediate supply from the Company, 
to supply the money to the person performing that contract, 
and to sustain by that supply the British settlement in that 
l)art of India. 

It has been suggested, that, by this agreement of agency 
with Mr. Auriol, he was to account upon honour and not 
upon oath. That was a fact in respect to all agencies, where 
the agent, not buying the articles immediately himself, or 
Imowing what each article might ha.ve cost, so as to be able 
to swear to more than his knowledge and belief, did act and 
account upon honour. But Mr. Auriol, afterwards, offered to 
account either upon honour or under any other obligation 
the Company might choose to impose. And, that it may not 
be questioned whether he would so account, he will, in the 
course of the evidence we shall lay before your Lordships, 
probably appear lUl a witness, and prove to your Lordships, 

f!:' as he did to persons entrust.ed for the Company then, the 
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fairness and the reasonableness of the terms upon which that 21 FUB.1?92. 

agency was granted. -
Notwithstunding all these supplies, Sir Eyre Coote still A,pprehe~~ 

. d' ft' t hi H' Slons of SIr continue In It state 0 grea aOXIe y as to s army. IS Eyre Coote 

letters are full of the most urgent importunities to the Bengal ~:p~~~re 
Government; begging them, for God's sake, to continue 
that unsparing libqality with which they had hitherto SIlS-
tained them, and stating, in the· most urgent and feeling 
tenDs, that all their safety, their being, political and natural, 
depended solely upon the provident care of Mr. Hastings. 

At this time, Mr. Hastings was draining the treasury to pefioiency 

I h . all' th fi Id d h . . m the trea-BUPP y t e anDleS actu y 1U e e ,an t e troops 1U sury. 

Bengal were some months in arrear. At this moment, in 
October of the year 1780, the treasury had a balance of 29 
lacs against it. Allowing the 15 lacs that were ,sent with ' 
Sir Eyre Coote as a deduction, there was at that time, 
computing the expenses to the 5th October, a deficiency of 
21.1lacs ; and, even in the month of February following, there 
W3B in the treasury of Bengal no larger It sum, in actual 
coined specie, than 30,000 and odd rupees; the whole trea- , 
8ury constituting altogether no larger a fund than 11 lacs of 
rupees. 

In this period of distress, it seemed fitting-I arraign not J!etirement 

his motive-it seemed fitting to Mr. Francis to relinquish ~fs~[;.Fran
the irksome duties of his situation and to -retire within the ~:g~~~f 
peaceful bosom of his native land, while every thing that difficulty. 

was calamitous, while the blow that was expected from 
France, was impending, and was every moment expected to 
light upon the devoted head of the British Gove'rnme~t. 
At that moment, with It treasury exhausted, with a dispirited 
army, with nothing safe but what was under the immediate 
controul of :Mr. Hastings' government of Bengal, and to 
which alone Mr. Francis's apprehension seemed to have 
extended, and which Mr. Hastings had preserved from ull 
reasons of fear by having begirt it with alliances-Asoff-ud-
Dowla to the north;" the Berar Raja to the south-in short, 
having girded it round by an impregnable barrier of allies, 
well affected to and compacted to the British Government-
at that moment, when nothing" was safe but Bengal, but 
when all the rest of the hemisphere was clouded by every 
present and every coming calamity-at that moment, when 
the tempest lowered and thick darkness and clouds were 
gathering-it seemed fit to Mr. Francis to relinquish -his 
situation, which held out at that time no further lure pither 
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21 FBB. 1792. to his ambition, interest, pleasure, or glory: he, at that 
moment, relinquished his situation and took his passage OD 

board a ship for Great Britain! 
lfi"mani· My"Lords, I will not accompany him on his voyage to 
f~sto from ~ 
St. Helena. St. Helena, where he published a manifesto, throwing all the 

His predic
tion of the 
downfall of 
tho empire 
in India. 

British part of Europe into despondency, as he had. in effect, 
infused the same sort of sentiments, about the period of the 
25th 'of September, 1780 [into the residents of Calcutta], by 
his dispiriting conduct. Here I leave him. He afterwards 
wrote a letter to the Company, predicting the immediate down
fall of the British interest, which prediction of his Mr. Hast
ings was labouring to falsify. He was labouring to sustain 
the hopes of others and to lay a just foundation for his own. 

JUKtification My Lords, at this period of extreme and urgent distress, 
fl~:,r;!~~t,.. if Mr. Hastings had felt more. indignant-if he had felt the 
~~;~;'theyt utmost indignation-against the reluctant and tardy obedience 
Sing and the of an obliged and favoured dependant of the India Company, 
llegwns. if at that moment he had obliged him to drink some few 

drops of that cup of bitterness which he was forced to drain 
to the dregs, it would have been venial, and we should have 
made some allowance to human infirmity on that occasion. 
But I will not ground any part of Mr. Hastings' defence 
upon anything that shall be considered, either as to Cheyt 
Sing or the Begums, as founded on necessity. His conduct 
in respect to them was founded upon strict right, arising out 
of the relative situations in which both of them stood to the 
Company, under their respective engagements with it; and, 
in respect to Cheyt Sing, according to either the immediate 
terms of this convention, or tbe immediate policy of that 
country, or the general policy of the relation that subsists 
between sovereign and subjects throughout the whole civi
lised world. 

Domand of The period had arrived, I have stated to your Lordships, 
troops from 
Cheyt Sing. -November, 1780-in which the Company had occasion 

for the active assistance of his force. It was notified to 
Cheyt Sing that they desired from him, not any definite 
quantity of force, but such as he could supply; and he was 
reminded of the bounty of the Company, in that letter, and 
that he owed everyt.hing to them. Now what was the fo}'ee 
that this dependant of our empire could have supplied ?-for 
I will not travel over the ground of establishing his tenure, 
the duty he owed this country, or how strongly Mr. Hastings' 
llemand is sanctioned by an appeal to this country; having 
discu~d that already, I shall leave it with the observation 
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I have made upon it. He made a demand upon him for a 11 FEB. 1792. 

force. By imperium in imperiAJ, it is noit· suggested that -
the vassal shall keep for his own state and pleasure that 
force which the general sovereign of his country has need of. 
The force asked, at first, by the private communication 
between the Resident and him, was such a quantity of force 
as it was conceived he could conveniently have supplied: 
he was asked for two thousand horse. Could he have 
supplied them ? Yes! More appear in comJllete array and 
equipment. The stationary troops, constantly in his pay, 
amounted to 7,690 regular forces. Of these, above 2,500 Hisr"~ 
were cavalry; and, in addition to this, a number, to the ~~~d 
amount of 22,000, was within his immediate call, from his number. 

dependencies and other connections, whose force he could 
compel into the field. The whole embodied force of this man, 
at last, added to the tumultuary force of husbandmen and 
others, when he raised his rebellious head ~o-ainst the Com-
pany, amounted to 40,000. Now, what is the demand made 
by the British Resident? He asked for two thousand. He 
states himself incompetent to yield any such number. The de-
mand sinks to 1,500-to 1,000-to 500. He refused the 500. 
Then 250 were asked, but not sent; and the Resident re
proached him when he was in his palanquin, and attended by 
a body far more than equal to the number I last stated, which, 
he might have well spared in the exigencies of the Company. 
lIe had ullually attending upon him a force which might have 
answered one of our requisitions, at least. He had, at the Numbersof 

time Mr. Hastings came to Benares, attending upon him, ~=y 
as if for insult and to show how unfounded his resistance b:ndil1g . 

to our demand was-be bad attending him, as appears by . 
the affidavits in the Benares Narrative, at least 600 horse, 
attending him for state. And this man refuses 500, and 
does not send 250 I Is not this ingratitude, aided by the 
grossest contempt of our power? Is not there every mark 
of disaffection, and contempt of the British power and con
sequence, couched in this refusal? For he dared not have 
refused, if he had not conceived that we were too weak to 
have enforced the demand. Would this man have ventured 
to ha\'e refused any of the native princes of his country, 
~tanding in equal situation of right? Had Suja-ud-Dowla 
demanded them, would he have trifled in' this manner? 
Tbe~efore, instead of bl.amiog Mr. Hastings for his intending G~~r sc

posslbly to levy upon him the sum of 50 lacs, I blame him- =:::bw~ 
Cbeyt Sing having forfeited his tenure under the Company hisoondJct, 
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21 FBB.1792. by this wilful act of disobedience-that he did not confiscate 
- that tenure; that he did not order him down to Calcutta, as 

Mohammed Reza. Khan was ordered down, with his whole 
family, to Moorshedabad. It was his lenity that he did not 
instantly command the attendance of this haughty vassal at 
Calcutta, and divest him of the executive administration of 
his country-at least, divest him of those fortresses he was 
:raising in that country, and divest him of the command of 
every sepoy. 

Demand or The demand is supposed, as it existed in the conteID-
Mlacs(rom l' fMr H' . hI . d d rdi . Cheyt Siug p atlon 0 • astmgs-vana e, m ee ,acco ng to Clr-
~i~~e1CCS- cumstances, and by no means ascertained and fixed-to have 

extended to the sum of fifty lacs. What did the country 
yield? According to the account Murteza Khan gave, in 
1775, it would have yielded to us, if we had had it in our 
hands, fifty lacs. Then it is only one extended year's profit of 
his zamindary. Is that excessive? Say, it is two years of 
the net profits of his zamindary. Is that excessive? He 

. had forfeited the',whole: all the rest was lenity, mercy, con
~:.ruc~mg'. donation. I "bottom myself upon this, that these acts of 
i,~:!:'!"': contumacy-the refusal of this repeated demand of military 
lIunci"tion aid in t. he shape of the· commutation to which it was of de pen· , 
deney. reduced, of five lacs annually; the tardy performance, at 

last, of them; and, ultimately, the peremptory refusal of 
force, demanded in tlte crisis and moment of our danger, in 
the year 1780...,....were a renunciation of his dependence upon 
the Company; were a forfeiture of everything tltat he held 
in virtue of his .sanad; and tltat Mr. Hastings was clothed 
with a perfect right to have dispossessed him of his zamin
dary, and to have reduced him to the original state of 
nothingness from which his fatlter was raised by Suja-ud
Dowla.. 

Qnestionor My Lords, I think I have established that he was deserv
:,.:r!~~t. ing of punishment for his act of contumacy. And, where 

there is no established meaning by which the quantum of 
punishment is to be proportioned to_ the quantum of the 
offence, the Government must, necessarily, ascertain it for 
itself, according to the principles of fair equity, Rnd with 
a reasonable admixture of the principles of mercy. Mr. 
Hastings, who, as I stated, might fairly, according to every 
principle, have considered this as forfeited tenure, assesses 
only that moderate portion of punishment which, at once, 
met the infliction of punishment upon tlte individual and the 
exigencies of the Company-which mixed as an ingredient in 
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tbis consideration to this extent alone, namely, in inducing 21 FEB. 17!12. 

him to elect that mode of punishment instead of any other. -
The party who is to inflict the punishment, if there' be no 
prescribed mode according to which that punishment is to 
be selected, may elect that mode of punishment-the quan-
tum being apportioned according to the rules of justice-
may elect that mode which would equally answer both the 
purposes of justice and example to the country. It would 
equally answer both, whether this man was dispossessed of a 
part, or whether he paid a sum .of money for the redemption 
ofthe whole. 

At this period of time, Mr. Hastings went up to Oude, for ~r. H!"'.t
the purpose, as he states, of improving the interest of the ~~~lSlt to 
Company in its sovereignty. And how that interest could . 
he improved, otherwise than by enforcing the duties of 
pel'sons subject to the sovereignty, I do not see. The Obj""h or 

. t t t th t £ h b' ts h . the VIS.t. mmu e s a es a as .one o. teo ~ec e was pllrsumg, 
namely, the pressing interests .of thc Company in the con
clition.of that zamindary. Another purpose was to settle 
the concerns .of the Company with the Government of Oude, 
and settling terms with Mudaji Bosla. 

It has becn stated as contrary to a fundamental rule of Rule against 

the Company. that any member of the Council should depard~~~::'b.r 
from the settlement where his presence is immediately c~!~~i1. 
required-" 'Ve strictly enjoin that all our affairs be trans-
. acted in Council, and that all of the Council do reside upon 
the place." These are orders in the year 1702, and which 
are produced tD YDur Lordship'~ as militating with the con-
duct .of lIr. Hastings and lIr. Wheler in the month of May 
or June, 1781, when they delegate Mr. Hastings with a 
commission np the conntry. for arranging those affairs, with-
out the assistance of his other cDadjutor and joint councillor, 
lIr. Wheler, WhD w~ then left at Calcutta. It is stated tD 
be contrary to the Company's order. Would your Lord-
IIhips conceive that the order here recited and stated by the 
Managers was nDt an. existing order' You would not con- The regnJa. 

ceive that it was repealed; that it was as dead a letter as ~!'ie'.L 
any law now about witc.hes ? But it is so. It was repealed 
long ago; hut it was formally discontinued in prar.tice for a 
great number of years before-indeed from the time of our 
acquiring any interest iu the territorial government of the 
country. ' 

In the year 1762 or 1763, at the time when the troubles 
of Cossim Ali Khan broke out, almost all the principal 
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21 FEB.179a. members of the Council were dispersed at the different 
subordinate factories, and they were ordered to be called in 
to attend the Councils upon that occasion. I mention that 
only as showing the practice that, in fact, the principal 
members of the Council were then, under the government, 
arranged as it was, resident at other places than the Presi
dency. 

In the year 1770, it pleased the Company to make a 
regulation, in effect reviving the old practice, and declaring 
that the members of the Council shall not be appointed to 
those chief chairs of the subordinate factories, but should 
reside upon the spot. But, .two years after, by an order in 
September, 1772, that former order was rescinded; and the 
Directors state that they observed it had not been attended 
with those salutary effects they hoped it would have pro
duced From that moment, the residenc~ of any member of 
the Council was not confined or restrained to the Presidency. 

Instances of The practice of the Company was clearly, in a multitude 
power of the f' . d I . f h' h' V.onneil 0 mstances, to appomt on a e egahon 0 t 18 sort t e prm-
g:;ee~/~ts cipal member of their Council. In the year 1762, :Mr. Van
members. sittart, then Governor, with the assistance of Mr~ Hastings, 

which he desired upon that occasion, was delegated for the 
purpose' of conferring with the W azir, and forming the 
treaty of Monghyr, which was afterwards formed. Lord 
Clive and General Carnac, in the year 1775, went upon 
the same delegation, authorised in the same manner. In 
the year 1778, the commission which went up to Suja-ud
Dowla were delegated in the same manner, and with similar 
powers. Mr. Hastings, in the year 1773, had similar powers" 
when he made the treaty of Benares. In the year 1776, 
upon the coast, Lord Pigot was delegated with similar 
authorities. In the year 1787, since the departure of Mr. 
Hastings, Lord Cornwallis was delegl!-ted to Qude, with 
similar powers. The Company has in no instance expressed 
either a doubt of the legitimacy of these powers, or the pro
priety of confirming the acts done under the authorities 
communicated at those periods. They are considered as 
binding acts, from that time to the present hour. 

Nay I-what is a stronger, a more pregnant, instance
Lord Cornwallis, in the year ] 790, was delegated by the 
Council of Bengal to the coast, by a minute in Council, in 
terms-only changing for the difference of places in which 
his power was exercised"\ in terms concurring, word for 
word, letter for letter, with the powers communicated to 
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Mr. Hastings, in 1781, by an instrument of delegation from ilFllB.179!l 

himself and Mr. Wheler. And I know full well that an Act -
haa since passed, because of the question being agitated by 
the proceedings in this Court, confirming that order and that 
delegation. But I use the argument thus-that, that order 
being made, shows the opinion of the Government of Bengal 
of the subsisting practice; and, that it was confirmed, shows 
the opinion of the Legislature of the propriety of that prac-
tice and of the fitness of that delegation. 

Having removed, aa I conceive, the objection to the dele- Exercise of 
. I ill ·d . h t th th the power gabon. w now conSI er m w a manner e powers us delegated. 

delegated to him were exercised. 
I will not trouble your Lordships by detailing at length- The visit to 

which, as far as it may be material and fitting upon this occa- Benarcs. 

sion, you will hear more ably presently-all the circumstances 
that attended the progress to Benares; his interview with 
Cheyt Sing; the arrest which he properly put him under, 
for the purpose of notifying to him and to the country that 
such acts of contumacy would not go unpunished; the open 
rebellion which followed; the destruction of a considerable 
number of British subjects, who had composed part of the 
guard, and the force under Lieutenant Stalker and Lieute-
nant Scott. I will not take notice of the other circum-
stances by which open rebellion and defiance was declared 
against the British power in India. -

After these acts. it was no longer a question what part the Necessi!y 

British Government were to take, or to what extent they r~f5::::19h. 
were to push the punishment of this rebellious vassal. It re Ilion. 

would have been inconsistent with every idea of their 
security in that country for all time to come, if there had 
existed one unpunished and forgiven instance of such daring 
rebellion against them, by a person who had drawn them 
into a situation of considerable peril It would have de-
stroyed for ever that opinion and that estimation upon which 
our safety in that country rested. .Neither will I detain 
your Lordships upon the measures which Mr. Hastings after-
wards adopted, for the purpose of settlincr the revenues. of 
that country in a convenient and proper m~e of receipt, for 
the benefit of the Company; VA.rnng expedients, which he Settlement 

bl· d .3~4' • -J - h of the coun-was 0 Ige at Ulllerent tImes to adopt, for t at purpose; try. 

which, however, ultimately succeeded in giving that country 
the blessing of a well-regulated government, and-of all 
others the greatesthlessing-which gave them the regular 
~tration of pure and enlightened justice, in the person 
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21 FED. 1792. of Ali Ibrahim Khan. It is impossible for the most benefi
Success of cent governor of any country to confer a greater benefit 
the govern-
ment of Ali upon the country entrusted with him than' to commit the 
~~~:m administration of its justice to the most enlightened head and 

to the cleanest hands. Both these he found in the person of 
Ali Ibrahim Khan. But who is this Ali Ibrahim Khan? 
He is the man who, in' the testimonials which I could lay 
before your Lordships, if I did not think it would occupy 
more of your time than might be conveniently spared upon 
the subject, is the object of their admiration, affection, vene
ration and love. The people of India, Brahmans as well as 
Mussulmans, thank the Governor for having given them that 
last, best, blessing, a regular administration of justice, by this 
excellent person. I speak it in the hearing, I dare say, of 
many persons to whom this, incomparable man is known. I 
believe, from the best information I have been able to collect 
of his character, that there does not exist in that cOllntry
that there does not exist in this-a human being adorned 
with more heavenly virtues than the Ali Ibrahim Khan 
whose name I have'mentioned. I have never mentioned it 
yet, without hearing him pronounced upon as the most 
accomplished and virtuous Mussulman in the known world
a man who, in his single person, proves to us that there are 

MHerti~ of¥r. more ways to Heaven than one. Mr. Hastings, if he had 
... mgsm d h' b hi 'f _11 h' h h h d . "l'poiuting one not mg ut t S-1 au t e tune t at e a spent In 

h,m. India had been spent in iniquity and in wickedness-would 
himself have administered a" balm, ~ salve, to every wound 
that he had given to the country-at least in that particular 
part of it-by, at last, <placing }J.i Ibrahim Khan in that 
situation in which he could bind up those wounds. 

His charac· 
ter. 

From that time to this, has that country been rejoicing in 
the administration of that blessed man. No praise can be 
extravagant upon the subject. There is not one man who 
dissents or entertains a doubt respecting the propriety of 
the praise I am bestowing upon this man; and yet this 
man is held out for a scoff· and scorn! The first acquaint
ance the India, Company had with him, was in an act of 
supplication for the lives' of . British subjects. You will 
find him, in Mr. Vansittart's Narrative, at the time when 
that bloody aad ferocious tyrant, Cossim' Ali Khan, had 
seized upon a great number of British subjects, in the act of 
imploring mercy upon their devoted heads. He did not 
succeed; but uniformly, from that hour to this, the whole 
tenor of his· life hilS been a series of' acts the most generous 
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and kind to the British nation that can exist in man. And 21 FEB. 1192. 

this is the man' who is stated as dishonouring the. Com-
pany, by being placed in the first seat of justice in that' 
country! I have volumes of expressions of gratitude, by 
people of every faith in that country, to Mr, Hastings, for 
the beneficent administration which he had been the means 
of obtaining for them. 

Prior to the ultimate distribution of the affairs of Be- Mee~ng of 

nares, Mr. Hastings advances to Chunar. ,There he meets in~ wi":~· 
the Wazir, and he takes the ten lacs he offers him, which !fc~~!~. 
was absolutely at that moment necessary to saving the sink- Acceptance 
ing dependencies of Bengal. And how is he detected in this oflO ilws. 

nct of pernicious corruption? Why, the money is found in Expended 
h k f h . l' d' h' ,on these .... t e pOC ets 0 t e poor sepoye, mstant y Issue m t eIr pay. vice oftbe 

It is sent, part of it to Muir, part here and part there, to Company. 

relieve the distresses that were pressing upon the Government 
of Bengal aud the army in their pay. Mr. Larkins .tells 
you that, before the communication which Mr. Hastings had 
expressly made to him of this present, he had detected it. 
How?· By the incorrupt, virtuous, patriotic, application of 
it to the service of the public! 

My Lords, as much may be rested upon the communica- High cl1a--
M • 1lI L k' h' b' d ' b racterof r. hon to J) r. ar ms upon t IS su ~ect, an It may e ques- Larkins. 

tioucd whether he was a fit and proper repository of those 
secrets, which in many instances seem to be confined to him 
in great meaSure, I will state who this worthy servant of the 
llUblic is, and you will judge from the testimonials of him, 
not during the time of Mr. Hastings being in the chair; but 
at later periods, whether he is a man likely to collude in a 
system of fraud. 

The first letter l shall trouble your Lordships with is of fht~~ of 

tIle 8th of July, 1785, which was a period subsequent to to:S a~:t 
1lI II t' ., h h' . Lord Corn· 
.U r. as 7mgs qUlttmg t e c alr,- wallis in his 

"0 tb' h I h favonr. new 0 e, t e attention showed by the Council in framing these 
s~atements [merits our ",armest approbation, and we trust he will con
tmue the same exertions in this as iii every other matter under his 
department"],· 

. On the 21st of August, ] 786, which was after Lord Corn
wallis had taken the chair, in the general letter from BenO'al 
to the Company, they state,-· 0 

« In testimony of ~he success of your arrangements, for which.we hold 
the Company much Indebted to the labour and fidelity of your public . 

• F.xtract of Letter from the court of Directors to the Governor General and 
Council of Calcutta.-Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 2145. 

YOLo n. T T 
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21 PBB. 1'I9B. secretaries, and very particularly to the industry and exertions ot your 
- Accountant General, we have now the pleasure to inform you that the 

correct and impartial regulations of lOur treasury have greatly tended to 
revive your credit in this settlement.' . 

Then Lord Cornwallis, at a later period-the 16th of No
vember, 1786-writes:-

" The situation of the Accountant General is particularly entitled to 
Y0ul' consideration. [You will be fully sensible that to discharge pro
perly the laborious duties of that office peculiar talents, in addition to 
close application and strict integrity, are indispensably necessary. I am 
much satisfied with Mr. Larkins, the present Accountant General: from 
anxiety to promote the public good he applies to his duty without 
murmUl' and with unremitting zeal; but if by any circumstance we were 
to be deprived of his services, I have no hopes that I should be able to 
prevail upon any gentleman to 'IlCcept the office on the present salary, 
who from character, abilities"and nnderstanding in the service, could be 
considered as properly qualified for it."] . 

[",creaseO! In a letter of a subsequent year, the Directors from home t: ~l:Z by upon this representation, I think, more than doubled his 
tlrs. salary; for they write-

"We have also resolved that the Accountant General's salary shall 
be increased from sicca rupees sixteen thousand to sicca rupees thirty
two thousand foUl' hundred a year." * 

I will not trouble your· Lordships with more instances of 
the same sort, all speaking of him as the most valuable, 
incorrupt and industrious, servant, almost, that the Company 

~mmuni_ had within the Presidency of Bengal. To this. person Mr. 
~:J!:t; Hastings communicates his presents at the several periods of 
~~h!";!D8 thei~ receipt--communicates the occasion of receiving them, 
se!,~re- the purpose of their application; and in every period of their 
OOlv receipt he makes him the deposit of his confidence, to the 

full extent that any person watchful to have a witness to 
his honour in such a transaction could ebtrust that secret; 
and., after such trust committed to him, unless that person 
was of a. base and flagitious character, the secret was beyond 
Mr. Hastings' controul, if he should at a future period divert 
it from the purposes for which he received it. 

~ommuui.... My Lords,l have stated the several purposes of applica
~hend::::!eto tion, the period of receipt, and that the whole was so far· =::-athe communicated to the Company by a letter o~ th.e 29th of 
received. November, 1780, or, at least, that the commuDlcatIon was so 

far opened at that time, that he had given them an insight 
into the fund he was acquiring for public utility at that 

• This and the prec:ediDg extracts are printed in the a Minutes or the 
Evidence," p. 2146. 
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period, which would exclude the possibility of secreting any 111 PmI.I799. 

of these matters from their entire knowledge, if they should -
be disposed to acquire an entire knowledge upon that subject 

. at any future period. 
IJaving received these ten lacs, and having thus applied In~igenoo 

them whilst at Chunar-for he arrived there sometime in ~~~~he 
September, the Wazir having arrived on the 11th of Sep- Begums. 

tember-he, about that period, hears of the disaffection of . 
the Begums. That was communicated to him at the time Treaty with 

h h • ·th h W . r. th ftheWazir w en e was m treaty WI t e BZll', .lor e purpose 0 for settling 
arranging the concerns of his . dominions upon a better foot- 8:: a:,=f 
ing, with a view to the advantage both of the Company and . 
of the \Vazir, which stood in need of such arrangement-
partly, from his own mismanagement, partly, from the ex-
pense which he bad wasted upon many improper subjects of 
bis favours, and, partly, owing to the expense which had been 
occasioned him by the maintaining so large a body of troops 
as had been, indeed, maintained at different periods necea-
snrily, with a view to regulating his affairs and subduing 
several rebellious vassals. The troops were burdensome to 
both him and us, inasmuch as the advances he was enabled 
to make to these troops did, and must, come immediately 
from the British treasures. In order to relieve him from 
this, which was one of the co-operating causes of his distress, 
Mr. Hastings entered into a treaty; and it was proposed, With~wal 
among other things, that the whole of the British force ~:.tish 
should be withdrawn, except that b~aade which had been 
originally stationed there, from the time of Suja-ud-Dowla, 
and a single regiment, I think, to protect the Resident's 
office. Every other British inhabitant, except those connected 
with the Resident's office, was to be withdrawn from Oude. 

This treaty, couched in these terms, certainly opened to 
the 'Vazir a considerable source of emolument and advan-
tage; but it was the business of Mr. Hastings to see that Controul of 

this advantage should be converted to the benefit of the ~!~~~S 
Company as well as to the benefit of the Wazir, and that r:~~ 
this, which would enable him to payoff the debt he then dent. 

owed to the Company, should be 80 applied; he, therefore, 
qualifies the other articles, to which he signifies his pleasure 
and consent, by the addition of another article, which was to 
ret'train the application of this money and to divide his pub-
lic from his private expenses, subjecting the fund, in the 
first place, to the controul of his ministers, for the purpose of 
tbis separation, under the inspection of the Resident. Of 
the fidelity and attention of his ministers, Mr. Hastin.:,crs was 

TT 2 
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21 FEB. 1792. well assured, and that they, conjointly, he thought, with the 
-0- Resident, might protect the Wazir's finances from incurring 

an arrear with which he had been so long burdened. This 
was the purpose and the object of the treaty of Chunar. 

Acts of When Mr. Hastings heard of the disaffection of the Be
:~~~~~d by gums, he heard that the contagion of rebellion-rebellion 
the Begums. not properly and technically so called with respect to the 

Government of Qude, inasmuch as the inhabitants of that 
country were not our subjects, and, therefore, could not he 
guilty of the crime of rebellion, strictly and properly so 
called-but that acts of hostility had broken out in that coun
try, having an immediate relation and connection with the 
country of Cheyt Sing. He was then well assured, as the 
fact was, that those instances of disaffection were well
brought home and established by competent evidence as 
against the persons of the Begums. 

Disaffection Now I will state what seems 'to me perfectly conclusive 
of the Be- ' , h b' t f h d' Jr' f h' B d h ~ proved upon t e su ~ec 0 t e IsallectlOn 0 . t e egum, an t e 
h~rn~~J'! active share which, through the medium of her ministers, 

. ters. the' eunuchs of her palace, she took in the troubles of that 
period. She certainly-such was her condition, such her 
rank, and such the habits of' women in that part of the 
world-would not be seen, in the broad eye of day, imme
diately taking an active part in those hostile measures; but 
you can only trace her agency 'through the medium of the 
ministers and,servants she particularly employed, and whom 
she delegated and trusted in the management of all her 
concerns. These persons were two eunuchs, of the name of 
Behar Ali Khan, and J ewar Ali Khan. 

tevies'in . It was announced to the Begum, at the time when our 
~1;~~'S1~~s empire was convulsed, when Cheyt Sing was in the field, ' 
servIce. in arms and in full strength against us-it was at that 

,moment announced to the Begum by Colonel Hannay, who 
had recently come into the city of Fyzabad, that there had 
been hostile levies in that 'very tow'n of Fyzabad, and that a 
force of 1,000 men had been despatched from that place but 
three days before. The name of the person commanding 
that force was, announced to her: she was told they were 
gone with a man of the name of Sheit Khan. All this is 
stated in the affidavit of Colonel Hannay, and is cOllfirme,d 
by a contemporary fact, that is, by a letter dated the 8th 
of September, at the very time when these things were 
going on, written by him to Mr. Middleton, announcing 
that there had been these levies made by the eunuchs 
in the chauk of Fyzabad-in the market-place and public 
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streets of Fyzabad; that they had been despatched to Cheyt 21 FEB. 1792. 

Sing; and th~t every man who was capable of" bearing -
arms was applIed to by those persons and "asked why he· 
did hot go and J' oin Cheyt Sing. I will take this as one Indifference 
. . h bl' L d h' . h . of theBe-Instance, WIt out trou mg your or s IpS WIt more, 1D gu,!, to com-
the cur~ory detail I am obliged to make of these transac- f~:l~!ble~t. 
tions at present. When it was notified to the Begum- . 
" These, your agents, whom you entrust with the exercise of 
your power, are at this moment engaged in an act of hosti-
lity against the British nation that protects you; they are 
levying troops; they sent off a force of 1,000 men, but 
two or three days ago, to join the. standard of Cheyt Sing 
at Pateeta. Seize the family of Sheit Khan. Exert your 
vengeance and inflict punishment npon the persons guilty of 
this dangerous confederacy and conspiracy against the British 
nation:"-when she was so called upon, how did the Begum 
comport herself? She gave no answer to the complaint-
at a time when it was most important that every British 
subject within the sphere of her influence, either at Fyzabad 
or in any part of the Wazir's dominions, should give the 
most complete and positive assurance of his good affection 
towards the British interest. 

When she is told that those acts of disaffection and hAttllCk of t 

h '1' .. . . b h h h er Bervan S osb Ity are 1D prosecutlOn y er own servants-wen s e on Capt. 

is told that the adopted child of one of them-a man of the Gordon. 

name of Shumshire Khan-had actually at that moment 
turned his guns upon Captain Gordon, commanding a force 
belonging to us, and had obliged that detachment to quit 
him, and reduced him to a situation of great personal hazard 
and danger-does she deny the facts so charged upon her?-
No! she gives them no answer. Now, in such a moment, 
how would a person well affected to the British interest 'have 
comported herself ? Would she not have instantly denied 
the fact as respecting herself? Would she have suffered the 
interval of a day to elapse between the crimination and 
the discharging herself, by fair exculpation, of the matter 
charged upon her? She does neither, but locks herself up 
in a contemptuous silence. 

I know it is insisted that all this is done away by a sub- CoI..H~n
sequent act. Upon the suggestioni of Colonel Hannay, she f~::;'her 
was induced to send for Captain Gordon imd to have him at intentions. 

Fyzabad. The whole of the correspondence at that period 
shows he considered himself as addressing a person with 
hostile disposition, and he is lavish in his compliments upon 
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21 FlIlI.179s. those eunuchs. But, at that moment, his language is more 
made up of doubt and fear than of confidence, hope and 
expectation; 'and [it shows] that he apprehended and 
believed that the Begum was engaged in hostile purposes 
against him, though she might not choose, perhaps, to exer
cise that hostility by so glaring an overt act 'as the destruc
tion of a. British officer then claiming her protection. She 
knew the consequence that had followed upon so treating a. 
British officer and subject of our empire, in the case of 
Sumerow and Cossim Ali - that she could hope for no 
forgiveness, if she carried her malignity and persecution of 
the British name to that extent. But, short of this-short 
of any personal, immediate, open, interference-short of 
making that country the immediate seat of war-she did mix 

Troopsse!'t herself in the conspiracy of Cheyt Sing. She sent that 
~::~:""lSt- force that was found there afterwards; and, though it is 
g:r~ described as 1,900 men sent from Lucknow, instead of 
bad. , Fyzabad, it' is an easy mistake, the name of one capital for 

another. It tallies with the description of 1,000 men gone 
under the banner of Sheit Khan. And even a part of this 
force is found under the, command of Cheyt Sing: some 
of these najibs wounded in the engagement stated, almost 
with theit dying breath, who sent them, upon what errand 
they came, and by whom paid. • 

After this evidence, I will not travel into the rest, which, 
altogether, forms a mass of proof which enforces conviction, 
upon the most obdurate and incredulous mind, that these 
women were engaged in an hostile purpose against the 
British interest, at that period. And, if they were, will any 
body doubt or question that it warranted the subtraction of 
a guarantee, founded only upon a presumption of continuing 
amity¥ 

AlI~wing It has been a subject of discussion, lately, whether the 
~~".!:i~ an Buffering a neighbouring force to make hostile levies' or 
:~ or hostile array in our country is not an infraCtion of amity. 

1. Unquestionably it is so, in countries the least connected by 
the bonds of anything more than ordinary amity, and not 
connected by positive treaty and alliance. But here, where 
the Begums had obtained, by a treaty which ought never to 
have been made, by a guarantee weakly and improvidently 
entered into on the part of the British nation-when she 
had obtained by means of this guarantee an'immediate pos
session of the treasures of her son-was it not fitting that 
the English nation, who were the only intervening remora 
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to prevent the N awab from seizing upon those treasurea- Zl FEll. I'm. 

should withdraw that intervention and obstruction, when -
the amity. which was the only consideration upon which 
that obstruction was interposed, had ceased to exist, and was 
converted into active purposes of hostility and defiance? 

Therefore, if these facts be bottomed in unquestionable ~uilty con· 

veracity-if the Begum's ministers did make these levies in ~!,"=. 
the place of her residence-if they despatched this force 
and she had full notice of it, at the very instant when she 
could have punished, or at least could have inquired into it, 
but does neither-when the persons who acted. dare not 
have acted in situations of such peril, without not only her 
implied but her positive authority-will any person doubt 
that she bad a guilty communication in the very acts that 
her immediate agents were transacting? And, if it be so, .Justification 

h . al d tha th of with-t e consequence 18 natur an necessary, t e guarantee drawalof 

being. like aU other covenants between nations, in the nature:!: guaran

of conditions, one party failing. the other is necessarily released 
from any obligation to perform it. 

Unquestionably. the Company was released from any, 
obligation further to superintend the performance of that 
treaty; and, being so released, the Wazir re-entered into his 

• old rights, and our demands for our debt immediately Revival~ 
attached upon those rights into which he so re-entered. The :f;h1!:!"'s 
only thing that. prevented his seizing them had been the thetreasore. 

intervention of the English; and he ha~ a further reasOn 
that warranted his so doing, for the infliction of punishment 
upon those subjects who had drawn him, if we had been 
adversely disposed, into a situation of peril with respect to 
our nation; for any assistance of theirs might have been 
considered as an act of hostility on the part of the aggregate 
nation of which he is the sovereign, and might have sub-
jected him immediately to the consequence of all those acts 
which were done in the first instance by them. That, there-
fore, released us from any obligation to enforce the guarantee; 
it released the Wam from any obligation to grant them 
the benefit of it, having forfeited it by their misconduct; and, 
of course, intitled us to exercise our rights for full indemnifi-
cation ou' of the treasures of the Wazir. The seizure of the 
treas~ being thus lI'arranted upon every principle of policy 
between 'nation and nation, and upon the same principle 
upon which covenants and contracts can be fairly construed 
between man and man, we were warranted in seizing the 
treasure. 



664 Gene1'al Opening of tl,e Defence: 

17 FBB.179S. But there is another subject to which the treaty of Chunar 
Rcsump- goes, and which stands upon a different foundation~I mean 
;~~.rthe the resumption of the jagirs. And that measure, I conceive, 

may be fully and effectually protected without referring to 
that disaffection or hostility "vhich the Begums manifested, 
somewhat prior to the period when that treaty was framed. 

Your Lordships recollect, the date of the treaty of Chunar 
is the 9th of September; the first notice of the disaffection of 
the Begums is the 11 th of that month; the letter of Colonel 
Hannay being written on the 8th of September to :Mr. Mid
dleton, and Mr. Middleton- taking notice, in a letter dated 
the 16th of October, of his having made communications to 
this effect to Mr. Hastings, at the time he was at Chunar. 
You must, therefore, upon the evidence you have before you, 
assume that :Mr. Hastings had notice of their misconduct 
somewhere about the.llth or 12th of September. 

~he resum!>' But, my Lords, I contend that, independent of this im
!~~h':~{~l':! proper conduct of theirs, upon general . principles we were 
~;~tOtV~~~~ warranted in permitting the Wazir to do that which, upou 
Wazir. general principles of policy, every sovereign is permitted to 

do-namely, to make a general regulation aff~ting the 
whole of his country; making such reasonable compensation 
:t8 could be made to the persons immediately affected and 
interested in that regulation. The Wazir, sensible of the 
mischiefs to, which his country had been exposed by the 
existence ,of this sort of imperium in imperi~the existence of 
the military power of his jagirdars--was inclined to resume 
that power, which is always re!!umable at pleasure; otherwise, 
if it were not, the 'Sovereign must have delegated the force 
of his country to hands that might not be willing to exert 
it for his. benefit. It was, without the exception of a pre
cedent to the contrary, throughout the Mogul empire, a 
power resumable. He meant to resume them generally; 
but, inasmuch as the Begums had their jagil's granted by the 
India Company, [he intended] that they should receive the 
net amount of their jagir through the Resident. All the other 
jagirs but the Begums' were granted for a particular sum, 
and the excess belongs to the grantor, thc sovereign o( the 
country: it is seldom received, but, in fact, belongs to him: 
but, in the case of the Begums, the words of their grant intitlc 
them to the whole produce of the country granted them. 

What is this but a new modelling and making a general 
regulation of the country, for the benefit of the sovereign 
prince of that country; every individual having secured to 
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him, by the terms of this treaty, to which the Company were 21 FRB.179"2. 

I)urty, every benefit he had enjo.fed before-I mean .all those 
tor whom the Company were mterested ? We stIpulated, The annual 

• value of 
therefore, that the Begums should reCeIve the net amount of their j3l;irs 

their juO'irs tbroun.h the Company's Resident. If they did ~~hel~~ 
not, it :aa tlOme f~ult in the arrangement of his office. It gums. 

was the duty of the immediate Resident, but no part of the 
duty of Mr. Hastings, necessarily and immediately, to see 
that the cOntract secured to these women all the benefits 
they bad a right to possess, and restrained the· sovereign 
from making that general regulation which, for the benefit 
of his country and people, is made to all others, giving just 
compensation to the party injured by it. 

In every bill of inclosure, the principle is, that the state 
t;hall new modify the property of individuals, where the pro
perty is, in the mode of its enjoyment, injurious to the state, 
and compensation can be conveniently made. When the 
treaty of Chunar was signed, was Mr. Hastings warranted 
to introduce or consent to the introduction in that treaty of 
what is contained in it respecting these jagirs? I am aware 
that, afterwards, in writing upon the subject of the resump
tion, he mixes a knowledge of that which he had recently 
acquired with that measure and the policy of it, as he had 
originally considered it, without any violation of duty on the 
part of the Begums. But it wants the aid of no other 
foundation to sustain it, than that Mr. Hastings was war
ranted in permitting the sovereign of the country to do that 
which every sovereign, in every country, takes the liberty of 
doing, for the general benefit and weal of the country at 
large-I mean to make a new modification of property, 
giving compensation. 

In the course of Mr. Hastings' journey up the country, Pr~nts 
he received other presents, which are the subjects of charge ~vtl' 
.-received equally for the public service and equally applied ~i Cul· 

to it-I mean the presents from Kelleram, Cullian SinO' and N~du
and N undulol, which were immediately, as wen as that fro~ loL 

the \Vazir, thrown into thc public coffer. That from the Paid into 

\Vazir was immediately transmitted to the paymaster and ::;:-e"" 
paid to the troops. These from Kelleram, Cullian Sing and 
N undulo1, were immediatelyp~id, under the head of durbar 
charges, into the public exchequer, and could not be drawn 
out by Mr. Hastings, for any corrupt purpose of· his own, or 
any purpose, without a notifiC:l.tioD, in a considerable de!n"ee 
of the immediate purpose for which those sums were mea~t t~ 
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21 F~79S. be applied. Therefore'the moment that money was paid in. 
on the account, and under the head, of durbar charO'es, it 
became out of his reach and controul to any consid~rable 
extent. Credit might have been given for driblets and 
small sums, but to take out these presents specifically and 
apply them to his own use had become impossible after 
paying them in. 

Pretended 
cruelties to 
the women 
ill the 
Khurd 
MahaJ. 

My Lords, I will, respecting the Begums, pursue only one 
topic more, which is, the supposed cruelty with' which our 
name and nation is considered to be calumniated by the 
sufferings of the women in the Khurd Mahal. My Lords, 
that is disproved beyond all possible contradiction; dis-
proved in such a way that it cannot be set up again, I trust, 
as a tale, at all to affect the character of any human being 
connected with the British Government or acting under its 
authority, after ,what you have heard from Major Gilpin. 
And I pray your Lordships to recollect what that is. I will 
admit, for the sake of argument, at present, that, though no 
authority was given to Mr. Middleton to conclude the treaty 

. Treat,with with the elder Begum, by which a maintenance was to be 
~~~~o/t~:- secureu to the concubines and children of Suja-ud-Dowla in 
f~'1:~N;~f t~e Khurd Mahal, yet, that. kno'!Ving of it ~fterwards, in 
Suja-ud. virtue of the general authorlty gIven Mr. Middleton, and 
Dowl... l'f . h h h not express y notl ymg to t ese women t at t at treaty was 

of no obligatory force-I will admit they were bound by it. 
But to 'what effect 1 It only stipulates that sufficient jaidads; 
that is, sufficient provision, shall be furnished by the Nawab 
to these women. That is, the Government contracts wlth the 
elder Begum, that such sum as she shall think adequate to 
their maintenance shall be assigned to the Nawab for that 
purpose. To that extent, at the furthest, the treaty can be 
pressed. 

Sufficiency Now, has it ever been said tliat the sum assigned for that 
~~~~twn purpose was not sufficient? Did the Begums suggest that 

40,000 rupees a year, with which the district of Sultanpoor 
was charged, for that purpose, payable by the faujdar of 
that district, and to be immediately applied to that service
that that sum was not sufficient-; or that, by any act of the 
English nation, that sum was ever intercepted in its course 

Negl1cence to these women? No such. thing! But the mere unau
~~:~:;::~~ thorised act or inexcusable negligence of Lataffil Ali Khan, 
of it. in not enforcing the payment of this sum or not applying 

it to the maintenance of these women, had, at the time 
Major Gilpin was there, induced great distress in the Khurd 
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MahaL What does Major Gilpin? He did that which, as 91 PEu.1799. 

a British officer, it highly became him to do: he saw they Assistance 

were in a situation of distress from which he could relieve ~~:ed by 

them by the application of some funds within his controul, Gilpin. 

and he immediately issues 10,000 rupees for that purpose. 
lIe afterwards applies to the Wazir., and is repaid this money 
-repaid, however, with some reproof for his interference in 
the matter, which the Wazir considered as an encroachment 
upon his rights, and an interference in a matter which was 
purely domestic and personal to himsel£ However, all the 
connection we had with it was, to relieve these people from 
uistress and to remedy the faults of others. And now, as a 
complete, satisfactory, conclusive, testimony upon this sub-
ject, I will read that which Major Gilpin says-whose name 
ueserves implicit credit with every person who has heard his 
testimony or knows that any testimony by him has been 
gi ven. I will read it-and here close, as far as respects this 
subject, my exculpation of every person connected with the 
British name from any share in having procured, or con-
tributed to, any part of the distresses these women expe-
rienced at this time. 

Major Gilpin is asked, whether the seizure of the Begums' M;aj,?r. 

th · .. uld . ·b Gdpm 8 treasures or etr J3gIrs co m any respect contri ute to evidence. 

the distresses that were experienced by the Khurd Mahal. 
His anewer is,-

••• I do not lee that it could, in any respect.' • Do you know whether 
any measure in which the Engli8h were at all concerned could produce, 
or in any degree contribute to those distresses l' • I do not think 
that the interference of the English could have a.1f'ected the establish
ment oftho Khurd Mah&l in any respect.'» • 

My Lords, I will not trouble you on this head further. Suf6.ci~mcyof 
The testimony of this gallant and honourable officer, himself ~".;~~~ce 
an eyewitness of the distresses, himself knowing how they r~\ the 

were occasioned, and endeavouring to obviate and having officers. 

obviated these distresses, will countervail a crowd of testi-
mony on the other side, if there were any. But there is not 
a particle of evidence in the other side to put into the 
opposite scale; there is not any evidence which does or can 
impute to the English any interference in these distresses, 
or with being, mediately or immediately, the cause of their 

-existence or continuance. 

-------------------------
• Croes~xamination of l\Iajor Gilpin, 28th May, 1788.-Printed in the 

.. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 887. 
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21 FBB.1792. I will not trouble your Lordships with the other topics of 
the treaty ot:. Chunar: tWQ of them, indeed, the honourable 
Managers have waived, those which r~spect to Fyzula Khan 

Relierorthe and Mussufi'er Jung. As to the other part of the treaty, 
~~azir from which respects the privat.e convenience and public accommo
or ~~!""nse dation of the W azir in his government, by relieving him from r.:: a load of expense, by removing our forces and the British 

gentlemen that had been there-the harsh manner in which 
the execution of that treaty waa endeavoured, at a later 
period, to be obtruded upon the Wazir, by another Resident, 
prevented its having ultimately that complete effect towards 
relieving the distresses of the Wazir which was afterwards 
given by the immediate hand of Mr. Hastings, when, in the 
year 1784, he himself made a journey to Lucknow, for the 
purpose of placing the affairs of the Wazir in a complete 
situation of adjustment, so as to preclude the possible exist
ence of any future arrears accruing in respect to the Com
pany, or such distresses in respect to his own government 
as had accrued, in spite of all the care which had been 
taken to place him in that situation of security and comfort 
in which he was afterwards placed, in the year 1784, by the 
immediate management of :Mr. Hastings, and in which, I 
trust, he continues to this hour. 

Immediately after the troubles of Benares, and notwith
standing all the difficulty and embarrassment that they 

~i:t:y.with introduced into· our affairs, Mr. Hastings was enabled to 
~cill::i:" effect that treaty with. Madaji Scindia which produced, at 

no very remote period, the consequences to which I have 
alluded already. He agrees to abandon both the Peshwa 
and all other alliances adverse to the British nation, and 
engages to procure, as far as he is able to procure it, a 
peace with the Mahratta nation. This was on the 13th of 
October, 1781; and it has pleased the honourable Manager 

Assertion to state, in express and pointed terms, that, from the period 
~':.":I::'°eJ:i_ of concluding this treaty, on the 13th of October, 1781, 
~:~~d after t~~e ceased

h
_ to bef any conshiderabl~e e~~ency in hthe PhubllidC 

the conelu- aUaITs-not Ing, 0 course, e wou InsInuate, t at s ou 
SIOIl or the • h f d d fr treaty. reqUIre t e acceptn.ncll 0 money, ten ere om any quarter 

or in any form that should be looked upon as irregular; 
that there existell no exigency that should require extra
ordinary supplies, from tIlat period to the close of Mr. Has
tinQ'S' admiuistration. How the honourable Manager shoulU 
ha;e thought himself warranted to launch so hazardous a 
proposition, upon the head of which so many th~usand con-
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tradiction8 and refutntions may be henped, I am perfectly at n FEB. 1792. 

a loss to conceive. For the resources of' the Company were -
exhausted to a great degree before. They proceeded with 
accumulating distress from that period. The number of our 
enemies might be somewbat diminished by having the force 
under Colonel Camac. immediately destined to attack 
l\Iadaji Scindia, taken off, but our army in the west, Exhaustion 

h bli d ill k h I . th caused by upon t e coast. was 0 ge st to ma °e .ca( agalDst e warwiftithc 

l\fahrattas. to maintain our conquest in [that quarter], in Mahrattas. 

order to give full effect to the treaty with 1\Iad~ii Scindia. 
nnd to compel the Mahrattas to come immediately to those' 
bonourable terms of peace which we. afterwards, had with 
that nation. 

At that period. does the honourable Manager forget that ~"Jwin 
Hyder Ali had been furnished with the assistance of the er •. 

French - that about 3,000 troops had been landed in 
February, 1782, upon the coast of Coromandel. joining with 
llim in the attack of Quddalore, which, presently. fell before 
that force 1 Does he forget the attnck of tlle army under 
C(llonel Braithwaite? Does he forget all the calamities 
which followed after the Mahratta peace had taken place~ 
when General Matthews occasioned a diversion of the force 
of Hyder Ali from the Carnatic. and brought it down. partly 
from biil negligence and improvidence-perhaps avarice, 
among the rest-brought down the accumulated force of Hyder 
Ali? Does he forget the number of armies that sprouted 
up aftcr that-a sort of iron harvest in the west-all sus-
tained, if not immediately from Bengal. through the medium 
of Bombay-itself fostered, cheri~hed, maintained and pro-
tected, by the outstretched and maintaining' arm of Bengal? 

Good God! it is a proposition so hazardous, that I cannot 
conceive bow the honourable gentleman should have ventured 
to make it i unless he reckoned, from our supineness ancl 
negligcncc, that we should not venture to contradict it. 
nut we are warranted, by the most correct acquaintance 
with the facts at tbat tinle, to give it an answer. The 
figures of arithmetic are the best refutation to give a charge 
of that sort. Year after year, krore upon hors were heaped Increase of 

upon our dcbt. Mr. Macpherson, in a letter dated the 13th the debt.. 

of March, 1783, states that the Government had, in the period 
between the 30th of September-but thirteen days before the 
conclusion of this treaty, of the 13th of October, with Madaji 
Scindia-supplied to the exigencies of Madras and Bombay 
no less than abo\"e two millions ani! O(~ hum]red thousand 
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21 FEB. 1792. pounds -:- supplied them between September, 1781, and 
March, 1783. How, therefore, can they pretend to say that 
no exigencies existed? Why, we had more armies than 
ever against us in the field! 

The forces that had been supplied from England-fOr 
there did arrive a little supply of force from England-added 
to our pecuniary difficulties, inasmuch as they did not bring 
any pecuniary assistance with them: therefore difficulty 

~l(i<!:!~~ro~ upon difficulty was accumulated at this period. So far from 
from famine. there being any cessation of difficulty, or reason existing for 

. the non-exertion of effective and vigorous measures, at this 
'period, all these'.difficulties were further increased by that 
last and severest scourge of the human race-famine. A 
dreadful famine, in 1783, broke out in the provinces; and, 
upon that occasion, you have again to thank the vigorous 
exertion and protecting spirit of this gentleman. He imme
diately instituted a grain committee. Every vessel, that was 
departing from the port of Calcutta laden with corn was un-

f!=.u~~ loaded. They had no law to warrant them so to do, but they 
!lir. H

t 
ast· exercised a fair, sound, discretion; trusting that they should 

ID~ opro- -l! d h' . d . . h b f f' . yideagainst un t elr ill emmty ill t e reasts 0 any court 0 Justice 
It. where Jhat matter might be inquired into; if, as sovereigns, 

they were not authorised to exercise that authority. Every 
vessel was ,unloaded and [the freight] brought to one com
mon mass. At the same time, the proprietors had a large 
and ample allowance made them for the corn-an average 
value-an average price put upon it, so that everybody 
might have access to the markets. And yet those other 
countries that were looking for supply at the Bengal mar
ket were not disappointed, for Mr. Hastings directed that 
the ships might proceed to Pegu and other places to get 
that supply. Thus he relieved Bengal, without inflicting 
any severe inconvenience upon any other country that 
looked to him for relief. And, if your Lordships could 
see the correspondence that I have seen of this gentleman 
at the moment-if your Lordships could read, as I have 
had the happiness. of reading, the letters of Mr. Hastings 
at that period-if you could read the tender workings of 
compassion and humanity-if you could develope all the 
tender feelings of his heart at that moment, as I have had 
the honour to do-I am sure the honourable Managers would 
repent of all the harsh terms in which they have, I will not 
say reviled him, but in which they have described him as 
a man wanting the Jentiments of humanity and compassion. 
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So may it fare with him, at a future day, as he has been n I'JIB.lm. 

mindful of the feelings of humanity and justice with respect -
to every being with whom he has been connected, upon 
this occasion! I appeal to the thanks of a grateful and 
protected land. 

My Lords, I will now advert shortly to two other topics, 
falling in no regular place, before I come to a conclusion-
they may be I think introduced here - I mean, the -two 
contracts with respect to w14ch Mr. Hastings has been par
ticularly criminated. I will not detain your Lordships for a Hr. Belli's 

moment upon Mr. Belli's agency, because one word puts aU 8@eJl'-'Y. 

the imputation upon that subject out of doors. Mr. Belli 
was an agent for supplying Fort William with provisions. 
His agency was approved by this single fact, that, when the 
provisions which he had laid in by agency for the Company 
were sold out again, so provident had he been in the execution 
of that trust, that they sold, for the benefit of the Company, 
for near twice the sum he had charged for them. So much 
for Mr. Belli's contract! 

In respect to the bullock contract, some part of the blame The bullock 
th 1. - - b hro h .. th . rdi contract. at WIoI:I cen t wn upon t at 18 m respect to e mo -
nate number of bullocks employed; and it has been treated 
as a matter perfectly ludicrous to suppose that 6,700 bullocks Number of 

shotJd be at all wanting for all the combined force of Bengal ::eullp~J!L 
put together i-for it is for all the armies of Bengal that, in 
the year 1779, these were provided. 

Mr. Francis says,-
.. In truth. I might with great reuon ask, what ooca.sion have we for Hr. Francis' 

an establiahment of bullocks anywhere 1 " ~ of 

lie is afterwards extremely shocked with the number of the required. 

drivers to be employed for the care of these animals. He 
saY8,-

n .The number of· bullock drinrB. proposed appears to be highly 
detrimental to the good of the 8eJ'Vlce. Ii would not be credited in 
Europe that twelve bullocks should require seven keepers." 

He then delivers in an estimate of the total draught and 
carriage bullocks which were necessary to be employed for 
the whole army. supposing it to be. in motion and on 
actual service i and the whole estimate he allows for all the 
armies iiJ--draught bullocks 2,586, and carriage bullocks 
1,345; total for both services 3,931. 

Now. there may be a very great difference in the strength 
and usefulness of the bullock employed upon the coast of . 
Coromandel compared with the same animal in Bengal, yet, ~~=n 
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21 F~ 1792. when we .look at the army under Lord Cornwallis, where, 
berr0vided no doubt, the most provident care has been used, we see 
bO~rn~~~lis's that a supply, in aid of a deficiency recently occasioned, 
'\l'my. amounted, of draught and carriage bullocks together, to no 

less a number than 26,000 bullocks. Now, making every 
difference for the disparity of the animal, it shows that, when 
the army was in motion, as Mr. Francis supposes the army to 
be, such :i trifling number as 3,900 would have been by no 
means adequate to their supply. As to the drivers to be 
employerl, Lord Cornwallis desires that 110 pains may be 
spared to engage the greatest possible number of driverI'. 
:Mr. Francis thinks it perfectly ludicrous that there should 
'be one driver to two pairs of these animals. Lord Cornwallis 
recommends the addition of as large it number as possible, 
as without that the service must fail. As to the immediate 
terms of the contract in other respects, these seem the prin
cipal objections of J\ir; Francis. As 'to the expediency of 
the contract and the fairness of' the terms, considering the 
state in which that animal is to be kept for the service of the 
Company, we shall discuss them more particularly when that 

Opium con. 
t=t. 

becomes the immediate subject of consideration. 
The next is the opium .contract: and this is the last upon 

which I shall trouble your Lordships. That contract was 
respecting ,a commodity originally acquired by Mr. Hastings 
for the Company, in the year' 1773 ; and, although the whole 
profit that has, at any period, been derived to the Company 
by this article is attributable to him, yet I will not contend 
that, on that account, Mr. Hastings is warranted in any 
looser management of that concern than of any other not 
so immediately acquired by him for the Company. But in 
what way and how is this 'contract ·the subject of blame? 
It was, first of all, acquired for the Company in 1773. 

Opium not The first time that it was granted as a contract was in 
;nclnded in 1775 1\" G'ffi h Th C 'd h' h . tho order for , to .l.Ur. 1'1 t S'. e ompany s or er, w lC )S 

~f~:~~t stated to be requiring it to be advertised and to be put up to 
sale, did not comprehend it at that time, inasmuch as that 
order, is dated in March, 1774, and the opium had been 
acquired by Mr. Hastings for the Company in November, 
1773. Therefore, it is impossible that the Company could 
have notice of the article at the time they made that order, 
so as to mean to include it within that order, as to the terms 
of, putting up contracts. But, supposing it to be within the 
genuine meaning and scope of that order, it was advertised 

,~~~~'~~\he in 177.'>. Mr. Gritliths was the lowest of thirt.een bidders, 
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and his proposals were accepted, as the lowest. Mr. Griffiths 21 FEn. 1792. 

offered to supply the Company with this article at 1901ow";
rupees a chest. This was considerably less than the sum ~~:er in 
which the Patn8. Council gave, who, being resident upon the 
spot, were likely to have had considerable means of acquaint-
ance with the article, and, with that sort of attention that 
every person has to his own interest, were likely to have 
bought it as cheap as they could. It is in evidence by 
Mr. Young, that they had given for this very article between 
two and three hnndred rupees a. chest. 

This cOntract having been reduced so low as 190 rupees 
a chest, by a person accepted.as the lowest of thirteen bid-
ders, the persons in charge of the government conceived they 
had pretty nearly ascertained its value; and, therefore, after 
the expiration of the contract with Mr. Griffiths, which was 
prolonged for one year more, upon some representation of his, Improved 

they, in the year 1777, granted it to Mr. Mackenzie at the ~~Ln 
same rate; only having 8. premium of 10,000 rupees a year, 1777. 

in order to induce them to grant a contract to him for three 
years. 'His contract was better to the Company by the 
amo~lDt of 10,000 rupees a y~. At the expirati<m.of the =:~ 
PrevIous contract-Mr. FranCIS and General Clavermg be- Mr. ¥ac-
. h b f h C'1 tho .• kenZleon mg t en mem ers 0 t e . ounci -upon err proposItion, Mr. fiancis 
this contract is granted to Mr. Mackenzie for three years, ~'::v~:g's 
upon the same terms as to Griffiths, with the allowance proposal. 

of 10,000 rupees a year. Mr. Hastings had no wish 
about it; he adopted the terms, thinking them reasonable 
and fair. The Company, hearing of this being granted, 
and that it had been granted without fresh proposals, 
and assuming that no inquiry had been made respecting 
its value, blame that contract. That contrac~ expires in 
1780, Mr. Francis and Mr. Hastings being then at the 
Board. If there is any blame imputable to the grant 
of tMs contract to any particular favoured individual, it 
would be in that grant which followed almost immediately 
after the orders contained in the letter of the 23d of De-
cember, 1778, in which the Company had intimated their 
dil>pleasure at the grant of the contract to Mr. Mackenzie. 
That letter arrived before the second grant of the contract 
to Mr. Mackenzie, for the enlarged term of one year. If 
there is any blame, it is in that grant, made so recently after 
the reprehension of the court of Directors; yet Mr. Francis 
concurs in it-or, more properly speaking, he moves it, for 
it is to the objec~ of bis nominat.ion hat this contract is 

VOL. II. U U 
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S1 FEB.l79Il. granted. Now, my wonder is, that this should have been 
• - omitted as a subject of charge-that, when the honourable 

Managers were selecting an instance to which they should 
atta,ch blame, they should omit-by a miracle it must be 
~that it had been granted to the protege of Mr. lfrancis 
in 1780. To jump over that, and to attach blame in 

Grantor granting it, in the year 1781, by Mr. Hastings to 
~~~~ Mr. Sullivan, is singular. These things do happen to the 
van, In 1781. best informed, and most enlightened and liberal, minds, 

Hazardous 
nature of 
the opium 
oontract. 

but it is singular; for, in 1781, the terms of the con
tract with Mr. Sullivan are the same, yet the situation of 
the country was not the same, and, therefore, taking all 
circumstances together, the contract to Mr, Sullivan was to a 
certain degree worse, inasmuch as the country was exposed 
to a certain degree of greater peril, at that moment, than it 
was in the quiet time when the contract had been made with 
Mr. Mackenzie. 

Your Lordships will recollect that Mr. Young has stated 
'that, during the Benares troubles, greatly as he deemed the 
value of this contract, having made the subject of opium his 
study frQm his arrival in India-having devised a plan by 
which he might convert it to more benefit than in the hands 
of any other person-yet even this gentleman, posse~sing 
all this knowledge upon the subject, and, therefore, being 
more likely to turn it to a lucrative account, would have 
been glad to have got rid of it at one period of our troubles 
-in 1781; and so subject to risk it is, that Mr. Benn has 
stated that, in. one night, upon a small part, he computed a 
loss of no less than 1,000l. The ca,pital for carrying on 
this business is stated to amount to no less a sum than 
[140,0001.]* 

l\fr. Hastmgs having, by such a sort of advertisement as 
he stated, ascertained, as he thought, its value, and having, 
by no inquiry that he had made in the country where almost 
all intelligence circulates from one British subject to another, 
having no reason to think it would yield extraordinary 
profit to any person, grants i~ to Mr. Sullivan, upon the same 
terms that he had granted It to Mr. Mackenzie, upon the 
recommendation of l\fr. Francis, the year before. 

El~rtat.ion The manner in which this article was disposed of [is 
to Cl:,~~um made a ground of charge against Mr. Hastings], although 

Mr. Hastings was not at Calcutta at the time this con
tract was made. and though it was purely upon the sug-

.. See examination of Mr. Bean, in the" Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1319. 
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gestion of l\Ir. Wheler J yet he suggested it rightly and for 81 FBB.1792. 

the benefit of the Company. The sending opium to China -
was a measure suggested so long ago as 1773, by the Patna 
Council itself, conceiving it an article that would have, as 
unquestionably it has, a better vent in that country than 
anywhere. But Mr. Hastings is blamed on account of 
the consequential loss that happened there, as if he was Loss from 

to be made, here at your bl1-r, to stand insurer against the ac- ~Js~~ oh 

cidents of war, the calamities of seizure, and any other 
accident that may happen. Th.ree hundred chests were sold, at 
prodigious profit upon them; and, if the vessel had not been 
captured-and it is too much to conceive Mr. Hastings is 
liable for that act of capture-if the whole had been sold 
with the same proportionate degree of profit which the three 
hundred chests produced, it would have been a most bene-
ficial concern to the Company. 

Then, as to the cargo of the Nonsuch, it is stated that 
Mr. Hastings !!ent it to a losing market; that, actually, even Loss on Sl!le 

in China, it sold but for 210 rupees a chest, which ~ould by ~n'!.n:f~he 
no means pay the expenses of freight, by no means pay supercargo. 

the advance of money and other contingent charges. If 
that commodity had, as the supercargoes say, arrived in 
due time-for the blame is divided between the super-
cargo, on the one hand. and the captain on the other-it 
would have sold for the average price of 340 rupees a. 
chest. If, arriving as it did, it had been sold by the super-
cargo with the same diligent attention to the interests of the 
Company as he paid to his own interest, when he sold his 
own, it would have produced to them, as it did to him, 340 
rupees a chest. So that, take either the supercargo's account 
or the account of the captain, if there had not been negli-
gence in either one or the other, it would have arrived to'a 
beneficial market for the Company. 

The last objection to this contract 1s, that it is a contra- Objection to 

b d .L_a! I d kn th . the traffio an U"d.J.llC. 0 not ow at any natIons very much as cont-ra-
consider whether they are guilty of an infraction of the band. 

fiscal laws of any other country, in running commodities 
subject to the penalties of confiscation by that country. I 
speak subject to correction, but I do not know that it ever 
was matter of much complaint between France and us, that 
they run their brandy into this country, or we our woollen 
cloths into that. Each is subject to the penalty of confis-
cation if caught i and, further than enforoing the general 
laws of the country, I believe no state interferes in that 

l:u2 
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1I1FJlB.1792.matter. But what is the remedy devised for us? It is not 
the forfeiting the thing. We are blamed for doing that 
which is, after a. mean subterfuge, the same thing, and 
which is suggested from home under even a respectable 
sanction. Why, if you could get an island to the eastward 
where it might be deposited, so that it might find its way to 
China, then it would save us the exportation of our specie, 
through the medium of which the China trade is carried on, 
unless we can send a commodity convertible into specie in 
that country. "Suppose"-say'they~"You sell it to the 
Dutch, and let them smuggle it or leave it in an island in 
the westward, where ·the' China merchallts can come and 
fetch it." If a thing is to be done, whether it is done per 
obliquum, or directly, seems no difference. As to the disgrace 
attending the transaction, indeed P think the disgrace much 
more in the subterfuge than in the direct act. I will 
mention but two more topics,>which I will bring into the 
smallest compass that' I can.' . 

AdvantageS The Mahratta peace, in . the month of May, 1782, that 
of the Mah- fj h' h d'd,th d f h' h hi ratta peace. peace rom w lC we l' en, an rom w lC we at t s 

moment derive so much essential advantage, was [made] 
under all the difficulties which arose from the circumstance 
of Hyder Ali's recent successes, he being flushed with the 
assistance Qf France, then given him, by landing that large 
reinforcement of troops I have mentioned. Under all these 
disadvantages, Madaji Scindia having been separated from 
the rest of the Mahratta power on one side, Mudaji Rosia 
on the other, and having suffered so sorely by the opera
tions of Goddard in the Guzerat, the Mahrattas were induced 
to sue for peace. They gave us Salsette, and all those 
dependent islands which had been the object of our wishes 
so long. They gave us, to prevent all future contention, an 
exclusive commercia~ alliance with themselves, saving only 
an indulgence for some inconsiderable Portuguese factories, 
which, having subsisted the:.;e so long, and being perfectly 
innocent with respect to us, we scrupled not to allow them; 
and they stipulated that Hyder Ali should be made-for 
these are the words of the treaty-to make peace with us 
immediately, and to restore our prisoners. That peace, 
which was the object of Mr, Hastings' measures so long, and 
so well, at last, concluded, securing to us the great advan
tages for which we had been struggling, and ultimately 
producing in its. consequence a peace with all the other 
powers of India, is a subject which, at this moment, beyond 
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any other, supplies Lord Cornwallis, if not with active 21 PEB. 179.1. 

assistance, at least with all those supplies which give energy 
to the trooDS under his command. 

Mr. Hastings, having brought the measures of his ad
ministration nearly to a close, towards the .J>eginning' of the 
year 1784, fouud hinlsel£ at leisure from the other great 
concerns of the empire that pressed upon him to pursue Settlement 

with devoted attention the only subject that remained yet b~:"'~ 
to be adjusted-I mean, the formal adjustment of the em-~~ of 
barrassed affairs of the government of Oude. He besought 
his colleagues to intrust to him that commission. He had 
an invitation from the Wazir, desiring him to lend him his 
assistance in this business of the final adjustment and settle-
ment of his intricate and difficult concerns. The Wazir, 
galled as he had been by some recent interference in the 
domestic management of his family by Mr. Bristow, was 
ready to offer every security that could be required for the 
punctual payment of the subsidy, which could alone war-
rant, after his declared repugnance to it, the continuance of 
the Resident in that country. How the Wazir felt upo~ Resentment 

this occasion, how he was goaded by the language used byW.!'t:or 
Mr. Bristow-to whom I do not mean to impute hlanle, any :t:.~:.t 
furt.her than is necessary to explain the measure Mr. Hast- Bristow. 

ings adopted, at this period, of the removal of all Residents 
whatever-appears from the evidence. 

Mr. Hastings addressed hinlsel£ to this prince through the 
medium of the Resident, [who used] ~<YUage which cer-
tainly should not he held to any prince who claims the 
appearance or show of kingly power. He asks him why he MI". Bris

continued [to keep so many elephants and horses? Why =~t 
were such quantities of provisions Pressed in his kitchen?] :~it~t 
This was not quite consistent with the directions of Mr.~' 
Hastings, who had ordered him to show him every mark of «:ns. c

respect. 'What the Wazir felt upon this occasion his own 
strong and feeling ~ouage will express, as conveyed by his 
minister to Mr. Bristow :-

.. These appointments," he said, .. would rellect disgrace and con- The Wazir's 
tempt upon his Highness, since it would become apparent that the:n-
Yil'.ier possessed ~o power over his household [establishments, domestics, 009. 

and b~ts of ~age an~ burden; to ask him why he thus persecuted 
and ~Istressed hun,-adding, <The little which falls to my lot even that] 
he WIll not allow me to eat in peace and quietness.' This declaration is 
IICCOmpanied with tears of anguish." * 

, 

• Extract from lettn or Hyder Beg Khan to Mr. Hastings. received 28th 
March, 1733.-Printed in the" Minntes of the Evidence:' p. 328. ' 
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n FBB. 1m, Upon the request of the Wazir, ]\fr. Haatings, knowing 
Mr Hast- the commanding authority and influence he would have with 
~~::t to that. prince and the ministers of his government, addressed 
ri~~~r"n:- himself to this business; and, having secured from him, imd 
r::~~3; [been] promised .he should have the security of a banker for, 

. the punctual payment of the debt to the Company, then 
. amounting to seventy-three lacs, increased too by the ad
dition of nineteen lacs of omitted items, recently discovered 
by Mr. Larkins in the public account with him, Mr. Hastings 
set out to obfain a security which would be well rendered 
and kept at the appointed instalments and times of payment, 
not only for that sum, but for the accruin~ subsidy, up to 
September of the following year, 1785. When he arrived 

S~ccess of there, the country had been visited by famine for three 
!:::."nge- successive years; yet he. obtained the most unquestionable 

security for the payment of 103 lacs, that is, of I,030,OOOl.; 
seventy-three lacs being the debt already accrued, and the 
remainder a debt accrUing. in the following year, at a time 
when, your Lordships recollect, it was pronounced by him, 
who is supposed to have good information upon the subject, 
that there was no possibility that a single rupee of this debt 
of the Wazir would ever' find its way into the public ex
chequer. However, this security was obtained, and it was 
realised. Even in the month of August, in that year, the 
debt was reduced to 38 lacs of rupees; the rest was paid, in 
the appointed instalments, in the course of the ensuing year. 

Details of Mr. Hastings did not interfere in the inferior detail of 
~::t~ these arrangements; he contented himself with suggesting 
the W ... ir. only the general outline and plan to the 'Vazir; he kept 

himself aloof from the more immediate detail, though he 
.gave the Wazir aud his J;ninisters a present test of their own 

RA!specttnl independence; and, -to confirm them in that independence, 
:::tv::!.or Mr. Haati~s did, as he ever had done with every country 

power with whom he was mediately or immediately con-
nected, treat the Wazir with a respect to which he had not 
been accustomed from the Resident, 1\Ir. Hastings holding 
out every assurance of the complete favour and approbation 
of the Company. At last, after the concerns of the Wam 
had been brought into this state of adjustment and order
after he had held out to the amils of the country an assur
ance that the engagements the Wazir was forming with 
them for a period of five years should be faithfully kept 
without any interference on the part of the British Govern
ment to disturb them-at last, having consummated this 
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work, he left the Wazir, who accompanied him several n 1'D..179:to 

stages of his journey. reluctantly parting with him; he, at 
wt, left that country which was to be the souree of sixteen 
out of twenty charges, accompanied and pursued by its un-
availing blellSings and its ineffectual prayers. 

lIe accompanied the measures by an assurance that that ~. Hast

faith, which he pledged in his own person for the security =t~ 
and faithful exercise of every function of government in his ~ 
own country, should be faithfully observed by his sUcce&- Gob:'. 
sora. That pledge his successors have enabled him to keep- men 

and, more ei!pCCially, that exalted person now in the charge of 
the British affairs in th.'lt country, who has made no other 
alteration in the plan laid down by Mr. Hastin",as, but in 
such respects 88 he himself states [were made], in order to 
carry the principles of that reform and adjustment into more 
full effect. And such has been the good understanding of 
the prince of that country and every person under his 
government, that the minister has, I understand, voluntarily 
supplied Lord Cornwallis with a loan of twenty-two lacs, 
without any interest.. 

At this period, he achieved the only thing remaining to be Reconem .... 

d harm thro h· th d •. f th lion or the one to restore ony ug out e OIDlDlOns 0 e Wuir and 

,¥ azir--he suggested a perfect reconciliation between the 1legwn. 

W uir and hid mother; he adviaed him to go and, for the 
sake of peace at least,. to make the Begums a voluntary 
tender of their j~<Firs. Their minds were predisposed to 
make a proper use of that generous offer; they voluntarily 
sacrificed a ~e portion of these jagirs to the immediate dis.-
~seil of the '¥azir. The miniater, under the same idea of 
patriotism. voluntarily sacrificed seven lacs a year, out of ten 
lacs-perquiaites and emoluments; together constituting a 
fund towards relieving the Wazir out of his distressed 
situation. 

.My Lords, I have now conducted the promised detail and Retirement 

explanation of the principal events and measures of the De- i!;rrn,!'""'" 
fendant's long and arduous government to that period when, office. 

after satk-fying to the most eularged extent every demand of 
the public Ilernce, he thought himself, for the first time, at 
liberty to meditste a retirement from that active situation or 
public duty which he was now able to quit without a crime-
a thought which he had not permitted himselC to entertain 
80 long 88 there exit.-ted, in act or menaCe, one enemy of the 
British name throughout the whole continent of India. 
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21 FI!B.1792. After conflicting with all the difficulties and dangers of 
. ~numem' a long and complicated war with many European and many 
:~C~~ful Indian enemies, during a period of six years, embracing the 
nctsofhiS t whole interval between'the 7th of July, 1778, when the 
govemmen • f F h . . news 0 a renc war was annoUnced 1D India," and the 

11 th of March, 1784, when, by the peace of Mangalore, the 
scene of hostile tumult was closed-when, after all these 
wars had been conducted to the term of" an honourable and 
glorious peace, without the loss or sacrifice of one foot of 
the territory which we possessed at the commencement of 
them-when the late enemies of our power, soothed by acts 
of confidence and kindness, had become the bulwarks of our 
greatness-when the rival power of France had been so far 
reduced as to be virtually annihilated and extinguished in 
every part of India-when the Nizam, soothed by a just 
attention to his rights, had been weaned from every dispo
sition adverse to our" interests and from every suspicion of 
intended encroachment on his own-when Madaji Scindia, 
worsted by our arms, but more subdued by our generosity, 

"had reaped, as a boon for his liberal attention to the British 
nation in the affair of 1V oregaum, the cession of the valuable 
territory and fortress of Broach, and had thus been t.'lught, 
by reward as well as punishment, that the British nation 
could not he outdone in deeds either of amity or arms-when, 
in the course "Of those wars, we had added to the lustre of 
our arms an exploit which the hardiest soldier, even Sir 
Eyre Coote himself, had deemed visionary and imprac
ticable, I mean the capture of the impregnable and un
"conquerable fortress of Gwalior; an attempt which, under 
the auspices of this gentleman, was airected to he made, and 
which the incomparable gallantry and military skill of Colonel 
Popham, aided by the endeavours and exertions of Colonel 
Bruce, achieved and carried into effect-when the Poona 
Mahrattas had yielded us, at once, the palm of victory by the 
cession of Salsette and the other dependent islands, and the 
pledge of our security against all future wars with them, by an 
"exclusive commercial alliance with the British nation-when 
our finances, exhausted as they had been by' the unparalleled 
drains of so many wars, were yet so far repaired, by the pro
vident adjustment of our demands on the Government of 
Qude, as to leave a comparatively insignificant debt, of some
-what less than three millions and a half sterling, due from 
the Government of Bengal, capable of an easy liquidation in 
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the course of two years by the surplus revenues of that n FBB.1792. 

Government-when the funds which he had acquired for the 
Company in the course of his administration in the beginning 
of it, I mean those of salt and opium, not to mention 
either the civil or the military savings, or the subsidy from 
Oude, were sufficient to have relieved the Company, as far 
as [concerned] the Government of Bengal at least, trom the 
load contracted in the course of these wars-when, by in-
flexible perseverance against every species of contradiction, 
both at home and abroad, in despite of ourselves, our predic-
tions, our counsels and our efforts, he had once more achieved 
the salvation of the British interests in India-in this fortu-
nate crisis of our public concerns, he turned 1,ris thoughts 
towards his native land, and, with the honest pride of con-
scious virtue, anticipated the thankfulness of a benefited and 
a grateful country. The gratitude of the British inhabitants Gratitu~e. 
of that country which he had so long adorned and cherished ~':b~~!~h 
with the arts of peace, and had preserved unhurt amidst the of India. 

surrou.nding ravages of famine and of war, he had the comfort 
to experience, whilst the vessel which was to bear him to 
Europe yet lingered on the shores,of Hindustan. 

My Lords, 1 do not present to your Lordships the sus- Exp~ons 
d . f d d ul· d :!Ii d ofstrection pecte praises 0 epen ent m btu es, 0 ere to greatness delayed till 

in the zenith of i.ts power. No,. my Lords, that body which !~tl:d~ent 
saluted him with the earliest marks of its affection and re- parture. 

spect waited till he had divested himself of aU place and 
station amongst them, till he had laid down the robe of 
honour, and until, as a private individual, he had ascended 
the side of that vessel which was to bear him to Europe. 
My Lords, the army of Bengal paused with still more re-
spectful and judicious delay; they waited till he had wholly 
vanished from their sight, before they prepared for him that 
rich banquet of praise, honour 'and gratulation, which was 
destined to feast his honourable appetite of well earned fame, 
upon his arrival on the shore of Britain. 

My Lords, I, last of all, present you with that praise Expressions 

which shall embalm his memory when he shall be no more, ~[v~~nn:,;.. 
and, whilst he lives, shall enable him to look down with indif- If.:':t::.r,:.r. 
f~rence and wi~h scorn upon the most malignant eff~~ of ~s r.=, ~~~'i; 
bitterest eneffiles. My Lords, the people of India III thIS prosecution. 

respect well adopted the practice of the ancients, in delaying 
their sacrifices to heroes till after sunset; they waited, not ' 
only till the beams which had warmed and cherished them 
were withdrawn, but till the [sun] had well nigh set in the 
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S1 F~l?9ll. dark clouds of disastrous night; they waited till it was 
told, to the grief and astonishment of that distant land, that 
the beneficent author of so much good to them was arraigned 
by his countrymen as the cause of their oppression, vexation, 
degradation and disgrace. Roused by these sad tidings, the 
rude but grateful beings who had been called by :Mr. Hast
ings from the hills and forests of Rajainundry to abandon 
the [habits] of savages and to taste the comforts of civilised 
life~the pilgrim who had been protected in his annual visits 
to the hallowed shrine where his forefathers had worshipped 
-the princes who had been raised np and protected by his 
power-the humble citizen to whom he had communicated 
the invaluable blessings of a regular administration of impar
tial and enlightened justice-each, as, he was severally 
blessed, invoked the sacred object of his faith and fear, in 
solemn attestation of his thankfulness for that beneficent 
administration which, .under the providence of our common 
Father, had been the appointed means of [conferring] so 
many blessings on him. 

trre:rat My Lords, the man who has earned and deserved these 
i:l.tegrity of multiplied praises and blessings must not be degraded in the 
me,ifvem- manner of his defence. In his reverence for you, he feels 

that some respect is due to himself. He offers, therefore, to 
your Lordships, ,with the pumility which becomes a man 
conscious of the many failings and imperfections of man, but 
with the firmness which a heart conscious of no base and 
unworthy motive sustains and warrants, a whole life spent 
in your public service, and claims at your hands no other 
allowance for error than that which the best of us may at 
some season have occasion to implore. He trusts that, in a 
fair review of that life-and no other he is assured your 
Lordships will form-you will find his conduct uniformly 
governed by an ardent passion for his country's service, 
uniformly directed to the accomplishment of its best interests 
and truest honour, and, under the blessing of God, ultimately 
attaining those great and desirable ends; and that, so finding, 
you will not weigh in nice and golden scales minute devia
tions from the letter of orders, which he could not have 
obeyed without I!acrificing, in other more essential respects, 
his great and general trust and charge of public safety. In 
a situation of conflicting duties, every maxim of renson and 
morality requires that the less should give way to the more 
important obligation. 

My Lords, the difficulties and embarrassments of his 
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situation have produced this good effect, at least, to· his 21FliB.179S. 

country that they have induced the Parliament of Great Difli~es 
Britain to relieve his successor from the painful, degrading ~~ c;;rnbis 
and ineffective, situation in which it was his lot often action. 

to be placed, by entrusting to the first member of their 
executive government in the East a large and necessary 
portion of discretional authority; thus enabling him to pursue 
the public service undismayed by such results as disabled and 
clogged the active operations of his [predecessor's] government. 
:My Lords, happy it is for himself, happy it is for his country, 
that the noble Lord, now in supreme trust of our national 
concerns in that quarter of the globe, has to. ascertain only 
through the medium of his own clear, unbiassed, judgment, 
and by the guidance of his own pure and honolll'able mind, 
the point on which the public safety rests. You have armed 
him-wisely armed him--:-with every means adequate to its 
attainment. 

My Lords, the Defendant will at present trouble your Conclusion. 

Lordships with but one word more. The sum and substance 
of his public life is now before you. It has undergone a 
scrutiny, of such extent and strictness as no other public 
servant has undergone before. If your Lordships, under 
and for whom, as a most essential and valuable branch 
of the British sovereignty, he has in part governed, shall 
ultimately so deem of him as the numerous nations and tribes 
whom it was his lot to govern have already, by solemn and 
recorded attestation, pronounced of him, the most sanguine 
object of his ambition is gratified by this last, best, testimony 
of his public usefulness. The labours of his past, and the 
sufferings of his present, life are compensated and sanctified 
to him in the sure and certain hope of this joyful issue out 
of all his affiiction. He commits himself, his fame and 
honour, and, in those last comprehensive words, every thing 
that is valuable to him on this side the grave, to the wisdom 
and justice of this sacred tribunal. * 

• The following altercation ensued upon the conclusion by Mr. Law of 
his address :-

Mr. !JurAt.-I do not wish to detain your Lordships from considering at 
your leISure the effect of this eloquent peroratiou, but I wish to explain myself 
to the Counsel, who may suppose me to stop him for the purpose of interrup
tion. My Lords, I asked him a question, which those who hear me know is 
common in all courts, that, since he has rested so much of his Defence upon 
those testimouials, and has quoted one of them -having mentioned the person 
who made one of the affidavits which he refers to-he would just mention to 
me who the other was ; and then I shall ask another question, which will admit 
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21 FEB. 1792. of as sho~ an answer as pos~ible,. and which may in future, perhaps, save mnch 
- of both his and your Lordships'time; and, therefore. I beg to kuow the name 

of the person who made that testimonial which the Counsel was pleased to 
allude to. 

Mr. Law.-It is neither the habit nor is it the duty of my situation ever to 
announce to your Lordships any evidence I do not mean to produce. I will 
verify everything I have asserted. That testimonial, froID' which I have read a 
part, shall be upon your Lordships' table, if it be not resisted by the honourable 
Manager. At present, for his own personal satisfaction, if he wants informa
tion, he may have it by a ready communication fromme in any other place . 

• }',fr. Burke.-Then I ask this-
Lord Clulncellor.~It is much out of order. 
Mr. Burke.-I must beg leave to state to the Court, that, when any affidavit 

. is mentioned, it is common and regular to state to whose affidavit the 
allnsion is. 

The Duk~ of L~eds moved to adjourn to the chamber of Parliament. 
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SPEECH OF THOMAS PLUMER, ESQ., COUNSEL FOR 
MR, HASTINGS, IN DEFENCE UPON THE FIRST 
ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, RELATING TO 
BENARES; 23 FEBRUARY, 1792. 

My LORDS, I have the honour to attend your Lordships 23 FEB.1792. 

as one of the Counsel for Mr. Hastings; and the particular Defe-;;;" 

d h'h' 'dt th t "t ontho uty W IC IS assIgne 0 me, upon e presen occasIon, IS 0 first ArMc\e 

submit to your Lordships a more particular defence upon the of charge. 

first Article of the charge. 
It is impossible for me to appear before YOllr Lordships ~pology 

h "th b' 'bl . d .or want of upon t e present occasIon, WI out emg senSl y ImpreSSe ability. 

with the dignity of this high court, the solemnity of the occa-
sion, the great importance and magnitude of the trust that is 
reposed· in me, and my own utter inability to do justice to 
the cause in which I have the honour to be engaged. If my 
learned friend who has preceded me, ~nd of whose learning 
and abilities your Lordships have received such ample proof, 
felt it to be necessary to solicit the indulgence of your 
Lordships, I am sure iii will be universally felt how much 
more I stand in need of that indulgence-called from a 
more humble station in the same profession, without pos-
sessing the same advantages, natural or acquired, to discuss 
political subjects, of great variety and extent, scattered over 
a period of more than twenty years, arising in· a foreign 
country, and ,dispersed in a voluminous charge of thirty-two 
par~uraph~ . 

My Lords, I am persuaded that I shall experience from 
your Lordships every proper allowance for the situation in 
whieh I stand, not for my own sake: but lest the cause of 
truth and justice should be in danger of suffering from so 
unequal a contest. Fortunately for me, the task that is 
imposed upon me is of a more limited nature than that 
which, with more abilities, has heen already discharged by 
the learned gentleman who has preceded me. I am too 
sensihly impressed with the magnitude of the duty that is 
imposed upon me to feel any disposition to extend it. 

I trust that the general prejudices with which this cause Gel)era
d

.1 
I d d ,. f l' h b ' f: ,preJu tees was oa e , ansmg rom genera tOPICS, ave een sabs actonly affecting 

the causo. 
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23 FEB,1792. removed, and that we may now enter upon the discussion of 
- the particular charge, without any reference to these general, 

. extraneous, topics. It was impossible to expect a fair dis
cussion of the motives and conduct of Mr. Hastings in any 
particular transaction, while the I!lind was filled with a 
general opinion of great mal~practice prevailing in the 
country where he had filled his great· station, and pre
judices operating upon the subject of the individual in 
particular. It was impossible to hope that your Lordships 
could come to the discussion of a particular subject without 
feeling It. strong prepossession against a person standing 
in such -a predicament, and, particularly, to the discussion of 
charges such as that I have the honollJ:' to defend--con
sisting, as your Lordships will see, w~e~ I come to explain 
it, altogether, of matters that are referable either to 
opinion, or to suspioion respecting the imputed intentions 
of Mr. Hastings in: these Pleasures;,..,...., for your Lord
ships will fin4 th~t, witlt respect to the measures them
selves, they are for the most part adIDitted, and upon them 
there is PQ dispute. The principal subject In dispute 
between us is, with respect to the· :patura and quality of 
those measures-,-whether they are of such a sort as you, the 
prosecutor, represent 'them to be, or whether they are in 
themselves measures of a different description, not liable to 
all those imputations which you, from your opinion of them, 
think fit to attribute to them; and, likewise, in the other 
point of 'View, whether they originated in that bad and 
corrupt intention which you impute to them, or arose from 
a laudable sense of duty-,.fro~ 110 desire to discharge that 
duty-as,..1 trust, will appeal' whe~ we come to examine those 
measures, 

~u~:s When such is the nature of a charge, it certainly is of 
inhdividuaJ.: infinite importance that the mind, should come to the con-
e aracterof 'd ' f h h J!. d J!. al' d' ~r. n ... t- SI eratlOn 0 t at c arge 4ree Jrom any gener preJu ICes 
lOgs. respecting the individual whose conduct is the subject of 

discussiou; because I am sure it must be felt by everybody, 
that, when we are considering the intention of Mr, Hastings 
with respect to Cheyt Sing-whether he aoted towards him 
iu the manner that is here stated" upon a deliberate design 
to ruin him-that deliberate desigu prosecuted for four 
years .-which is the present charge -whether we look 
upon Mr. Hastings as a mau practised in cruelty throughout 
every period of his life, a person who has been guilty of 
murder~ a person who has been guilty of great barbarity 
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and cruelty thoughout every period of his life-it is impos- UPu.119Z. 
sible that we could come to the discussion of his intentions -,
towards one particular person, without being prepared 
beforehand to expect, conce:Cning a person regarding whom 
those unfavourable prepossessions were entertained, to dis-
cover in every act of bis life the same cruel and bad 
disposition that we, in our general opinion, have already 
ascribed to him. 

I hope, therefore, yoUf Lordships will feel it to l1~ve 
been of infinite importance that the cause should have been 
relieved from those general impressions, to the disadvantage 
of the English nation in general, and to the disadvantage of 
Mr. Hastings in particular-that Mr. Hastings may stand 
rectul in curia j and 'as, on the one hand, I do not mean to 
draw into aid, in the least, any reference to the general 
services of Mr. Hastings, or the general good character that 
he has been shown to maintain in his government, but to 
discuss the measures by themselves, one by one, standing 
and considered by themselves, I hope it will not appear 
unreasonable that, on the other hand, we should lay aside 
all prejudices arising from extraneous topics, and consider 
the measures themselves by themselves, as the measures of 
an individual concerning whom you know nothing but w~t 
app~ars upon the evidence, by examining the charges and 
comparing the evidence as applied to the charges. one by 
one, to see whether, in that point of view, the prosecutor 
haa or not made good the charge he has made against 
Mr. Hastings. 

My Lords, I hope likewiae I shall not be thought to failln~n!i~n 
in my duty, either to your Lordships or to !Jr, Ilastings, ~~::::.g 
if, in the mode of discussing this subject, I should do it in ~a':~n of 

that manner which I have been accustomed to in the courts ~he m-
of criminal judicature which I have attended. If, U. the ence. 

discussion of a particular charge, great and splendid exertions 
are necessary on the part of the prosecution, I am afraid 
it will follow that similar exertions ought to be made on 
the part of the Defendant; otherwise, especially when the 
cause is of that sort that I have stated-not the discussion 
of a plain fact, where eloquence can be addressed with 
little effect, but involved in opinions, and in suspicions, 
and in intentions, where all the force and weight of' 
eloquence operates powerfully, to produce a certain im-
pression upC!n the mind-I am afraid it will be extrem~ly 
difficult to present it to your Lordships as standing in any 
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23 FEB. 1792. respect upon an equal footing, great and sple~did, exer-
- tions being made on one side and none at' all upon, the 

other. And yet, my Lords, if that be a part of the duty 
that ,is imposed upon me, ifanythiDg more is required OJ," 
expected from me than barely 'to e:;amine :thecharges and 
to compare them with the evidence, in a plain and simple 
manner, my Lords, I ought to take great shame' to myself 
for having undertaken a task to which I am so totally 'un., 
equal I have no pretensions to it: I cannot and' shall not 
attempt it. In that respect the cause must take it chance; 
and stand with aU the disadvantages it must experience in so 
very unequal a contest. " , 

~rcposses. My 'Lords, with respect to 'other circumstances, likewise, 
~l~~so~~ the when it is incumbent upOn.' me to prevail. upon your Lord
~~:'T.:ted b ships to believe that the charge presented by the House' of 
t.he House Y Commons is not well' founded, it is impossible but'I must 
of,Commons. • h I! el h' b d' d k' I! 

Fallibility 
or tho 
House. 

In t e outset Ie t at to e au ar uous un erta mg; lOr, 
with all your Lordships' endeavours to prevent it-and I am 
sure that your Lordships feel a wish to do so-it is impos
sible not to entertain strong prepossessions in favour of any 
charge that comes forward under such a high sanction, where 
all possibility of any sinister motive for the charge is, ex
cluded, and where it is extremely difficult to refer it to 
mistake. 

In so 'high and respectable a body, consisting of all the 
learning, talents, experience, abilities, in the' nation, that 
which is individually the object of the admiration of the 
world, and collectively operates so powerfully upon all itS 
proceedings-it is extremely difficult for any person, wl10 
has the misfortune to contend with such a body, to establish 
that any proposition coming from 'such an assembly can 
originate in mistake. 

I hope it will not be' supposed that in any part of the dis
charge of my duty, I presume in the smallest degree to impute 
anything otherwise than as mistake; because it would be 
ridiculous in the extreme to suppose that all the House of 
Commons can be actuated with any' sinister and 'corrupt 
motive towards Mr. Hastings. I am pelfectly persuadeq 
that they have acted upon the most pure and honourable 
motive; from a desire to promote the ends of public justice, 
to vindicate the honour and the cllaracter of the nation, 
which was supposed to have been violated by the conduct 
bf persons in India, and in the instance of Mr. Hastings in 
particular. I am perfectly assured that the Honse of Vom-
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mons, collectively, and everyip.dividual, of. it .who is con"·pPBB.179S 
cerned in the prosecution, are actuated by the p~rest JDotives ; 
bot I hope I may, without derogating in the smallest degree 
from that great assembly, presume to say that ~e House of 
Commons is not infallible. If all, their acts were free from 
error, your Lordships' political as well as judicial cha...acter 
would be wholly useless. 

The House of Commons have, upon the present occasion, Only Ii sua
brought this m!'tter for your Lordships' consideration. ' All =::':~ty 
that they have said is, that there appears to them a sufficient :h""~ by 

ground to put Mr. Hastings upon his trial. Upon every pt!,:ment. 
subject, it is possible for. the wisest ahd the best to be mis-
taken; it is particularly possible to be 80 in matters of 
opinion and in matters of suspicion. It is not in the least pnrert .. inty 

d . f. h h f . h· mm .. tters erogatlDg rom t e onour 0 any person, to say t at It otopinion: 
is possible for him to be mistaken in a matter of opinion, . 
where the subject is involved in considerable difficulty, where 
it arises in a foreign country, and. where, as upon subjects 
of this 8Ort,. all the knQwledge that most individoals possess 
must be derived from that medium which js very. apt to 
deceive, namely, from the. medium of. books ;-it is pos-
sible, I say, that, upon. subjects of that sort, the most 
accurate, the most learne~ and t,.e most laborious, m!LY. be 
mistaken in a matter of. opinion. And, also, upon the other!'Dd in 

. I· h' . . f h'· ~udgmentor pomt, name y, Wit respect to SUSpICIOns 0 anot er" .m.,. mtentions. 

,tention. it is no derogation. of 8.1:1Y learning ~h~tever or 
of any abilities to say, that they do not necessarily pos-
scss that knowledge in 'perfection w~ch belongs only to 
Omniscience. One, man cannot know with certainty the 
intentiODs of another i it must at best be matter of sus-
picion: and it is surely possible that you may be mistaken 
with respect to your suspicions of. the intentions of another, 
and particularly may be mistaken if, ~nfortunately for him, 
from any general circumstances attending the place in 
which his government was carried OD, [you have adopted] 
any unfortunate prejndices or ill impressions with . respect 
to the subject or with respect to his person.. UnJoubt-
edly, minds 80 prepossessed are still more apt to bemis-
taken when they come to judge of the intentions or 
another. They may suppose that, they discover that bad 
intention which they generally affix to the character of that 
individual. It is certainly very possible, in that case, for 
them to discover-or to sUfpose tha.t they discover-a. bad 
intent operating ~ .'" partIcular i~stance, when they hav~ 

VOL. II. ' XX' 
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ta Pmt. U9L beforehand l'eceived '8D. miravourable impresSion with respect 
- to the individual. ' 

Disclaimer My Lords, I only, therefore, hope that, upon the present 
;!..-;:: r'::r occaaion; it is tree for me to discuss .the truth ot this accusa-" 
!~&.!'::.o'"':.s. tion, without ,being supposed to impute anything, or to 

derogate in any degree from the respect that I, bear. to the 
House of Commons; and that, when I am examining the 
truth of these charges' and accusations, the accuracy of them, 
the grounds upon which they are rested. and the arguments 
in support (!f them, I hope I shall not be suspected to be 
guilty of any kind of disrespect, either to· the House of 
Commons in general or to those who appear here in support 
~~ . . 

Impression My 'Lords, I know perfectly well that, with respect to 
t~ those persons who appear the voluntary supporters of the 
:he Man- of present cause, th~ir talents, learning, character, abilities, 
agers.l'ank. connections---:-aIl.operate powerfully to recommend the 

cause that tliey· BUpPOrt. It iBextremely difficult to pre
"ent that respect which justly belongs to them, collec
tively and individually, communicating itself in some degree 
to the accuSation 'they BUppOrt. I feel all that difficulty 
pressing upon me-the weight of the House of Commons, 
the weight of those gentlemen, their high characters and 
situations-that they do in the. very outset recommend 
the cause that they come to support; and, . more particu
larly, if it be a cause involved in some degree ~ difficulty, 

Dispooi~on requiring great attention and accuracy to develope. The 
:~ ="""'" mind naturally, in every stage of it, halts, when it sees 
opinioll8" the charge and compares it with the evidence, and fancies 

that it sees the charge perfectly unsupported. by it ; . yet the 
mind is apt to distruSt itself, and to suppoae' rather that it 
must be 80me mistake in itself than that 80 many respectable 
persons, who can have no' bad intention, who have every 
meaus of knowledge, who have 80 much talents, caD be mi&
taken. An individual 'would be apt· rather to distrust his 

. OWD understanding than to impute mistake to such persons, 
~=::-- even if those persons werei!ilent upon the subject; but, 
~6et;= after all the splendid exertions that they have thought it :fit, 
'riaL upon the present occasion, to make in support of their cause, 

that of course will have additional weight. I do not pre
sume to complain of those 'exertions: all, that I. mean to 
say is this-if, they were necessary. if they were proper, if 
'the cause required it, they are the more formidable; and of 
COurse operate more power~i against me upon the pres,ent 

, ,- "--- - . 
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occasion, who c&nnot oppose to .them anything that will not 13 'BlI.lm. 

shrink to nothing in the comparison. -. 
My Lords, I have taken the libertY of saying what rhave, ~ 

·th th • hi hI . If l'b unammIl;y Wl respect to e manner m w c concelvemyse at 1 erty of the House 

, to treat these charges, in consequence of something that was r!~=~ns 
~WD out in the opening of the present charge-namely, ~=. 
1D :regard to the respect that was due to the charges of the 
House of Commons, and the particular respect that was due 
to the \lresent charges from the UDanimity with which they 
passed 1D that House, or from the union of different persons 
possessing different political sentiments in support of the 
pt!Sent accusations Boaainst Mr .. Hastings.· From thence an 
lDference was drawn that this was not a case, as upon 
former impeachments, of a powerful party against an ob-
noxious individual, but of persons of all descriptions laying 
aside aU political differences, and uniting in the great cause 
of justice and humanity BoaainstMr. Hastings.. My Lords, 
I kuow what respect is due to the House of Commons, I 
know the respect that is due to the Managers for the House 
of CoIilmon8, but I do not' know what is the respect due to 
the accusation of the House of Commons. If by that is Claim or 

meant that I am to examine the accusation coolly and =i'n'!~c 
deliberately, and to investigate it and try it by the evidence, charges. 

that I understand: but, if I am to take the charges to be 
true because of the resp~ct that is due to the character of 
the accuser, we are engaged here. in a perfectly nugatory 
and frivolous business. 
" My Lords, I do not presume to call in question any of the ~ehtruth 

privileges of the House of Commons, but I conceive, with ~h!.:es to 

great deference to the House of Commons, that they can ~= irro

have no privileges that are inconsistent with justice; tha.t n:::c:;. of . 

an accusation' of the House of Commons is bnt an accusa- Pr-"'ting 

tion ; that the charges are true or are not true, not according t em. 

to the person" who brings forward the accusation, but ac-
Cording td the nature of the thing itself. If the· privileges 
of the House of Commons could make the charges to be true 
when they are not, then we might talk of the peculiar respect 
that i. due to the· accusation oftha House of Commons. 
:Bu~ let them come whence they will, the charges are true 
or are false. You cannot alter the nature of things; you 

• The Counsel is here referring to Mr. Fox', speech in opening the FirSt 
Article or the Charge; lee ToL 1, p. 181. 
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23 F~792. cannot· .make,them . to be true by ,the privileges or the 
dignity of the House of Commons, if they are not so.' .And,· 
with great deference, when I am inquiring. whether they are 
true or· not, all the respect drawn into the consideration oC 
that subject operates against a fair discussion; it. weighs 
down the mind in that deliberation ; and, I think, therefore, 
that ought to be laid out of the question,. with all the 
diligence it can be, for .fear of its disturbing the, mind and, 
1/>reventing. it 'trying the charges' by the only fair. test
fiamely, by the charges themselves; examining and ,com .. 
paring them with the evidence in support of them. 

The honour My Lords, I trust I may presume to hope that anothel' 
~~ ~::~~': topic that has been introduced wilL not operate in any respect 
!,O~~U~tl~ed upon .the present occasion~I mean, that the honour of the 
~::'n:r ti:::' House of Commons, is committed ,in. the. event; that Mr. 
cause. Hastings cannot .be"ll.Cquittedwithout imputing dishonour to 

the House of Commons, for having been engaged in a wrong 
prosecution; that, if Mr. Hastings is acquitted, the House 
of Commons niust be considered as having preferred a charge 
that was ill-founded. My Lords, with respect to .that. I 
~ope the honour of the House of Commons is not inconsistent 
with the honour of your, Lordships : and. if this charge is 
found ultimately to be not well founded, it never can be said 
that your Lordships must vote .it to be. well founded and 
pronounce Mr. Hastings to be guilty, because, if you do not 
so, the hon,our • of ~e Bouse' of Commons will suffer in 
the event. If we were reduced to that alternative, that 
either the honour of ,the House of Commons must be sacri· 
ficed, by, pronouncing the charge to be what. it is, or the 
honOllr of your Lordships must be sacrificed, by pronouncing 
it not to be what it is-if ,we were reduced to' that alterna
tive, surely it is fair to say, tha~ the honour of the jud~ is 
to be consulted rather than the honour of the accuser. liut, 
my Lords, I hope in this case .the honour of the .two branches 
of the Legislature, is not incompatible.. They. have well 
exercised their honour by preferring a charge and bringing 
it here to be discussed, to know whether it is true Of not. 
and it is no dishonour or disgrace to the House of Commons 
to say, ultimately, that, upon that inquiry, it turns out that 
the charge is not well founded. . , 

Desire of My Lords, I am persuaded that I speak the language of 
:~~ifc?tt~e every member of that House, if I may presume to say so
b'uth. that they would not wish their honour to be maint1l.ined 
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at the expe~se of justice. - :rheir object isin?t the individual ~ F~792. 
but the cnme; 'If, the crime does not'eXlst, they have no 
resentment against Mr. Hastings. And, therefore, I am per 
luaded' that the House' of Commons and' every individual 
member of it has'noother wish· but. that the charge should 
be fairly eifted and examined, to see whether their suspicions 
are well or ill founded J and that every member of the House 
of Commone will rejoice, if it should turn out,in the event, 
that Mr. Hastinge is able to exonerate_ himself from -those 
imputations that have been cast upon him and upon the 
nation. If Mr. Hastings is able' to do it, I am sure that it 
will meet with the wishes and the joy of every individual 
member of. the House of Commons: so far [are they] from 
wishing that aily I,rejudices should' arise with respect to the 
lubject, or that the honour of the House of Commons should 
be considered 88 necessarily involved in' the event of the 
presentpr08ecution. - -

My Lords, I hope your Lordships will pardon me for 
having taken-the liberty of stating these preliminary topics, 

. which seemed to stand in the way of that discussion that I 
purpose to give'thia cause, upon which I will enter with all 
the diligence in my power. 
- My Lords, I am perfectly sensible that, having to discuss A~logy 
80 long'and intricate a charge, which involves a reference to ~~U. 
IUch a number of documents, especially upon a subject with 
which I must be so imperfectly acquainted;-I shall be guilty 
-of many' mistakes. I hope that, whatever inaccuracies I may 
be guiltY'of-and I fear I shall be of many--they will 
light only upon myself, and that the cause of the gentleman 
lop whom I appear may not in that respect, as in any other, 
Buffer from my defects. My Lords, I am the more disposed )\fr. Hast· 
to eay tbis{romwhat has happened with respect to a.paper ~~,\,,~~~~e 
upon the present subject, that was drawn lip for Mi". Ilastings ~~~::,ouse 
by a friend, to. whom it was committed.- .. I do not _mean to mons. 

lIay that any improper use has been made of that ~nfidence 
which Mr. Hastings thought he might safely. r~pose~ when 
the Hous~ of Commons were hie accusers, by putting them 
in pOBeeB810n or the general nature of what he.hadcto.ofi'er in 
hie defence. He was perfectly certain that noungenetous 
use would be made of that confidence. I do not mean to say 
that any ~generous or improper use has been made t of it ; 

• The Paper Jet"erred to is the Minutes of Mr. Bastings' Defence, delivered 
at the bar of the BOUIe of CoDlJllOD&. 



694 Defence 011' the"Pi7'sl Charge-aBenare,: 

2" J'BB.1799: but, my Lords, I am sure, from the hono~ and the candour 
- of the gentleman*whocommented upon that Defence, that if' 

he had known the circumstances under which it was written~ 
Not his,o;wn which havebeett in proof before your Lordships-that it was 
compositIOn. d ' t arts' f· . h h· b b 

Claim ot 
attention 
from the 
Conrt. 

rawn Up, grea p 0 'It, Wlt out avmg een seen, y 
Mr. Hastings at all-':'that the rest of it was only cursorily 
read over to him, 'at a time when his own mind was occupied 
in his defence upon another Article of charge-I am pel'
fectlypersuaded,' from the character, from the honour and 
the candour, of that right honourable gentleman, that he 
would be the -last person, in the world that would wish to 
prcss in a criminal trial the inaccuracies ofa friend;.,..if there 
were 'any~against Mr. Hastings"-to make him criminally 
responsible for inaccmatereasoning upon the minutes and 
documents which he was put in possession of; that, if there 
he anything which belongs to him in the discussion of it, all 
that could be said at the utmost would be, that he had ha<l 
an injudicious friend~as .heI has now, certainly" a, very 
injudicious adv:ocate.And,'therefore, I fear that, ~ in the 
one instance; he may Ilave auHered 'at all from inaccuracies 
or unguarded expressions in ,that paper, in· the course of 
what I have to offer, I shall be guilty of many inaccuracies 
and defects. But I liopeyour Lordships will not permit his 
cause to suffer from: having an indiscreet friend-if he had 
in that ,instance onEl7-or from his having an inaccurate or 
indiscreet advocate upon the present occasion. '", 

I have only one thing more, before I begin, which is, to 
request that I may be honoured with your Lordships' atten~ 
tion; for the subject, that I have to discuss is of a nature 
that cannot be understood without very close attention; , and, 
your Lordships having given it that attention, I am sure of 
the event; I am certain of the event when the cause' is 
understood; and I am also certain that, to the right unde .... 
standing of it, nothing more is, required' than correcta.tten~ 
tion to it. But attention is absolutely, necessary; because, 
upon a subject which is involved a good deal in the manners 
and customs of a foreign. country, where a variety of docu'
ments are referred to, and particular parts are extracted, 
without referring to the occasion, to the context, to the date-i
unless correct attentIon is given' to the expressions that are 
used, to the terms . that are introduced in a subjeotof.this 

, • See Mr. Sheridan'. speech iD Summing' the Evidence·oD,'the 'Second 
Charge; voi.i.,p.487. .. " . ' ':. ," ;",;" .\ 
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kind. depending upon· opinion. and upon suspicio~ of inten- 23 FJlB.179.\1,; 

lion-unless close and IUlcurate intention' be given to the. -
.ubject-great danger. there will b.~ of mistake. " 

My Lords, in investigating this subject, :{ have.lahoured, The charge 

to compensate for ~y other defects with all the little facnl-, ~::o~n 
tie. that I possess, and, all the industry in my power has mferences. 

heen devoted to this subject. I tlatter myself ,that I dQ 
u nderetand it; . ,and, if l do' undeJ:stand it, I hope l shall ,be 
able to satisfy every one of your Lords'hlps an4 every per~ 
Bop that does me the honour, of }learing, me that the whole 
of this Article, from the beginning to the end of it, is founded 
upon erroneous principles, upon ,erroneous inferences, drawn 
from grounds that do not in any respe~t warrant them, and 
that, when it is fairly investigated and fnlly undeJ;"stood, 
there will not remain in the breast of any. one .individual the 
IlIU&lIest particle of doubt. \lpon ~he honour of Mr. :ij:astings, 
upon the purity of his intentions, and upoq the rectitude of 
every one of the measures in the charge. 

My Lords, the Al:ticle that ,is D,OW the subject of : discus- The present 

.ion. professes to be, in the natlu'e of it,.;a histo;ry. . It t:l;:; a 

presents to your Lordships a. histcn;cal review. of events in . 
I be province of Benares, commencing,; ~ thi~k,: in th., year 
1764. and terminating in the year 1784; comprising, there:-
fore, events scattered over a . period of about twenty years. 
In th& nature of it, it is like all other histories j thehistoria,n 
giving his own opinion as to the nature of the meaSUl':es tha~ 
are related, and his opinion also or suspicions respe~ting the Su~picio,!8 
. . f h .1' h'hi And' of mtentlollo Intentions 0 t e person eonceme"',lD,t Q . story.. yo~r 
Lordships,will find it to ,be' extremely llecessary,tQ attend tQ 
the triple character of the present charg~; becanse, wjt4 
respect to the measures themselves, there will,be:very little 
doubt; . but it is in the otpeI: two. characters,1 that is, ,with 
respect totheopinioDs ~d,with respect: to. the suspicions of 

, intention, your Lordships will·.find the whole criminalitY,in 
.the preBent ',charge to, consist; ari,d it -is .. to' ~hose, points I 
wish your Lordships' attention to be directed.' , , : 

My Lords, this charge is. di,visible into two general parts. Pref!1tory 
Th .I!-t fi urt he' d ' d . portIon of o I1l'1I 0 een paragrap are lDtro uctory, an ~ contam. th Articl81 

no :mattet of charge at all., It is, all. prJrl'atory matter. fQr 
,the purpose or establishing certain introductory principles~ as 
.. bBSis or foundation upon which the dmrges are built. And, 
undoubtedly, UPQll that part of the subject it. is extremely 

. necessary to be .very correct;, because, if .the premises are ill
founded,. thtlf~ will be .great dan gel' that. the coIl,clul;!ion will 
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18 FlIB.l'TllB. be so likewise. Now, I think, when your Lordships come 
- closely to examine these introductory paragraphs, you will 

discover .the sources of all, or, at least,·()f great part ()f the 
mistake that h~ msen' with respect to the 'subsequent 
charges. " " 

Aoc ... tor, 'My Lords, the accusatory part of the Article commenceS 
portion. with transactions in the year 1778. I will divide it into two 

general heads-as it respects Cheyt Sing; . and as it relates 
Charge of to the province of Benares. Mr. Hastings is accused of 
rninin .... both h .. d th . f b th W· h Cb .... Cheyt Sing avmg cause e rUlD 0 o. It respect to eyt "mg, 
and the h' 'th' 't h d't d fi _1} jjrovince of t at It Was'WI a ,VIew 0 arrass, IS ress, an , !liU Y' to 

enares. ruin him,' in· consequence of preconceived malice against 
him.,' 'With respect to the province of Benares, he is stated, 
by his misrule and misconduct, to have reduced that once 
flourishing and, opulent province to uUer desolation and ruin. 
That ill the general nature of the accusatory part of it; divi
sible 'generally in; 'the way that I have stated, and referring 

M&ttorot 
the ch"l'II9 
founded on 
the history 
of theiu
aurrection 
olBenares. 

personally to an individual or generally to the province., 
: My Lords,'the subject matter upon which these charges are 

founded is the history of the insurrection at Benares, Rnd it 
comprises events that preceded that insurrection and events 
that followed it. It is stated that that insurrection is solely 
imputable to'Mr:Hastings,; that he Taised it by his violence, 
breach of' faith and oppression. ' With respect to the events 
that preceded the' insurrection, it is stated that he made 
~everaldemandsupon Cheyt Sing, which are stated to be 
unjust, to be in direct breach, of' his duty and the trust 
reposed, in ,him, . and in' .breach 'of treaties-originating: in 
malice and a 'design to harrass, ruin and oppress, him. It is 
l!tated that all, the demands are made and prosecuted"flo 
Intttitu--witb· that horrid motive of a fixed design,com
mencingon the 9th of July, 1778, and prosecuted through
()ut, for '1\ period of three years, to the final completion of that 
supposed ; ()bject in the year 1781, in the ·total ruin ond 
-expulsion of Cheyt Sing; and your Lordships :will find that, 
throughout all the history of this transaction, every act that 
,Mr. Hastings does is imputed to that intention. '" 

Demands My'Lords, it states demands of two kinds, thai are:made 
s~~~~~t 'Under one general head, indeed, for they are all demands of 
milit...,. Md. military assistance :-first, a requisition r.t troops, commuted 

,for'aeum of money, .in the first year, repeated in the two fol
lowin~ years.· i That constitutes three of the demands.:-a re
quisition of troo~s" commuted for t~e BUm of five lacs, in the 
year 1778, and lD the two followmg years, 1.779 and 1780, 
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Cor • similar surD, and, in the year 1780, an additional de' 23 hB.l'Zl13. 

maud made upon him for cavalry. The ,general nature -
t.herefore, of tbese demands is a requisition of military 
usistanee during a wa~ j and the motive assigned for- that 
requisition is a regular plan formed by Mr. Hastings to 
barrass, dietresi and, finally, to ruin Cheyt Sing from malice ; 
and thd those demands were rigorously prosecuted with the 
eame bad intent. 

It is stated that, afterwards, Mr. Hastings prosecnted a t:meJ to 

journey to Benares for the purpose of effectuating .the ruin wi~ 
of the Raja, and with. view to extort large sums of money :o~ 
from him, without any just or reasonable cause. His conduct 
at Benarel is then the subject of particular discussion; and 
it is .tated th."t he there preferred against Cheyt Sing 
charges represented as false, wicked and malicious. It is 
888erted that, in respect of these charges, Cheyt Sing ·deli-
vered 'an answer that was a full denial or a complete justi-
fication., It is stated, with respect to the conduct of Cheyt 
Sing, ~at he demeaned himself with the utmost possible 
submission, and humility j which your Lordships will find 
related in the twenty-sccond paragraph-to which I shall 
ml1 your Lordships' attention more particularly in a subse-
quent part of this business-where it states the extraordi-
nary submission and demeanour of Chert Sing. All the 
expressions that be made use of are eet forth ~rbatim, for 
the purpose of representing this person as a bnmble, faithful, 
obedient, suppliant, zamindar--prin~ I should say, for he is 
80 called-making. full justification of himself, desiring an 
inqniry into the charges; notwithstanding all which humility 
and submission and full justification, it is stated that Mr. 
Hastings arbitrarily and tyrannically put him nnder' arrest, 
and loaded him with unmerited indignities. 

The, next matter that i& in charge is, that Mr. Hastings The orlgin 
raised the insurrection by hie violence, breach of faith and :.!~ JII8U1Io 

. oppression; that he, upon pretences that are stated' to be:r~ 
extravagant, untrue and incredible---that Cheyt Sing was iDgB. 

aiming to establish his own independency upon, the ruin of 
the British empire-raised a war against Cheyt Sing;' that 
he resisted all the endeavours of Cheyt Sing for an'accom
modation, and that he finally expelled him from hie country; 
that the war that followed upon it is solely impntable to 
. Mr. BastingS, and that he is the person responsible for all 
the dreadful consequences that followed upon that occasion. 
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.SlIPn.l798. These are the charge~ with respeQt' personally to Cheyt 
- Sing. , , , ', .' , . 

Events The Article then goes on with a narration of events that 
:~::~t happened subsequent to the flight of .Cheyt Sing. It relates, 
s~~tl)", in the fi~st place, to. the attack upon' a· place called Bidjeyj 

Gur, which the Article represents to be the place of resi"i 
dence of Panna and. the other .women of the family or 
Bulwant Sing, and an, attack upon their pIVpertY2 without 
any inquiry whether t11ey were involved in ,the rebellion 
or not. It imputes to Mr. Hastings the plunder of these 
women-that it was caused by th unjust and cruel orde~ 
that he issued. ., 

Prize money. The Article next relates to the prize money-to the Iax-g~ 
treasure that was found at Bidjey Gur, which bad been 
left there by Cheyt Sing ; ~nd it introdu~8 a correspondence 
upon that subject, the original orders that were given, the 
attempt to retract, the declaration of right, as it is called. 
and afterwards an attempt to obtain it as a loan j and, finally, 
it saYlr-" Mr. Hastings was defeated in the object that he 
bad pursued in a long serie;; of acts of inh1lID.&Jlity, injustice, 
cruelty, oppression, breach of faith, --,--" and so on, with 
a long string of similar expressions. , 

Settlement It then comes to the settlement of the province subsequent 
~:::pro- to the capture of Bidjey Gur, and it states, as matter of 

charge, the appointment of the new Raja, Mehipnarain, to 
the go,emment of the province of Benares j the, appoint.
ment of his father, Durbejey Sing" to be thenaib or 
steward of the province; and it states all the matters COm~ 
prehended in the settlement of the. province upon that 
occasion. It then states, as a matter of charge. the removal 
of Durbejey Sing, who had' been, appointed the naib. an<l 
the representative of the same person; and, afterw~ 
the appointment and removal of his successor in office-a 
man. called J ngger Deo Sing; and, at length, it clos!l8 the 
whole with an account of the d~vastation, ruin and flight. of 
the, inhabitants, and the ,utter 'J"~ of the ,whole, province. 
These are , the charges. I believe I have stated them fairly; 
and the full effect of them:, I lnean to do so, In.alll 
shall address to your, Lordships, I .shallendea"our, as much 
as I possibly can, to state the matter accurately. as I hope it 
will appear ultimately to be. This .is theaccount.given of 
.the narrative of this.Insurrection, with 'What, precedec:t it 4Uld 
wha~ followedlt." .,:! '. ' ",. " L "'"1 
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. My Lords, from this statement, it must· have appeared to ~ FEB. \~Ila. 
your Lordships how much of it depends upon the two heads -
that I have described. . When we separate the measures 
themselves, stripped ()f aU' the load of words; which are s;~~ment 
Placed about them, and see what are the simple transactions, ~ran.:!.ction9 

. b h' b' h h 1l.f" H' . separated they appear. to e not lD~ ut t ese ........ t at .w.1'., astings m ~m auspi. 

a time of· war caned' upon Cheyt Sing for assistance j that :d~~ {~~~. 
he enforced obedience to those orders by means that are not set 
forth in the Article-and, therefore, I do not now: anticipate 
the defence; but that he prosecuted these demands; that he 
afterwards. made a tlharge against Cheyt Sing for having 
disobeyed those orders, and for disaffection; that he put him 
under an arrest in consequence of that; and that, upon that, 
an insurrection arose. Who' was the author of that insur-
rection, is all matter of opinion, matter of suspicion,. which 
. arose under the circumstances: But, your Lordships observe, 
the transactions are reducible,only ....... to demands made;. to 
demands proseouted; . charges of disobedience of 'them. a. 
man called to an 'account for them; and. an insurrection in 
consequence of it. .Audit is represented that thewhol~ 
blame is imputable to Mr. Hastings, and. that Cheyt Sing is 
wholly exculpated. 
. Before we go into the particulars· of the story of these Probability 

demands, .which are re~resented to. have ,briginated entirely ~!'3. ~'ris. 
from ~ahce, I wo~d Just 0 ~serve . that . ~he 'more naturaf inu'bffu':tut • 
story IS, that they mlght possibly have ansen· from a. lIense P 11 

of public duty-from Mr. Hastings thinking that· he had a 
right to make these demands upon him, and thinking' that he 
·was bound to make them. It is possible that the .requisition 
of troops and service' in the time of war might be owing to 
that motive. It is possible that, Cheyt Sing may have ac- P?C~bility 
tuall,. disobeyed thos&. demRDds; and that the charO'e pre- ~ing ~~ng 
ferred Ro0'8.iDst him: for disobedience may be true, ~d not ~:~~s;~~e 
false,. wic~ed and malicious, as ·y~u· imput~ i~ S tha~, upon surrection. 
that, It uught be proper to arrest .him; and It IS possible, at 
leastf that the subsequent insurrection may be imputable, not 
altogether to Mr. Hastings, nor in any part .imputable -to 
Mr. Hastings,' but solely to, Cheyt Sing, with all theeoDse
quences of. it---:-imputable to the, insurgent, and not to the' 
person agamst whose government that insurrection was raised. 
My Lords, I say it is possible to be so. I do not 'atl'resent 
do more than state, that, upon the· face of the transaction, 
.that appears to be the. more. na~ural, the· more probable, 
account.. ., " ·i.J . . 1[. 
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IS :FD. noi Undoubtedly' it is not, enough 'to 'say, that, because the 
story as related is "Dot very probable, therefore we are to reject 
it; but I only 'say, that, upon the first faee of it, it is possible; 
at least, that some erroneous opinions [were formed] with re. 
spect to the right of making these demands-some erroneous 
opinions as to the mode of making them ;' and also that somEt 
little credit was given to Cheyt Sing which he did not deserve 
~that he was perfectly innocent of 'the charges made against 
him, and that that personal disobedience' of his arose from' 
pure ·fidelity, 'affection and 'attachment, to us: it is possible' 
that they may be mistaken' upon these subjects. It is for 
your Lordships to inquire whether those imputations are' 
well founded or not. 

~~~ The principaIpart' of the imputation upon this subject 
intention respects the corrupt and -wicked intention imputed to Mr. 
th~ing Hastirigs;because, most undoubtedly, if the ,conduct of 

. Mr. Hastings towards Cheyt Sing could have arisen in the 
base and diabolieaJ'Inotive to ruin him~if it was possible 
that the heart of· man could conceive such a. design in the 
year 1778, and prosecute it for three yearS together-;--to be 
sure, a more horrid motive cannot be eonceived. For one 
person to conceive a design to ruin another is, between man 
and man, a~reaarul crime. For a' public ,man, in a public 
station; to abuse his trust for the purpose of gratifying his 
private malice and resentment; 10 use the power with which 
he is entrusted purposely to drive a subject of that empire
perhaps I ought not to cil.ll him so at present, because I am 
anticipating the argument-but, still more, a prince and a 
tributary prince, as he is represented to be--to have endea
voured, at a period of that imminent danger, to drive him into, 
rebellion, to excite and provoke him to do every act for that 
purpose-and to have prosecuted him eo intuitu-is one of 
the basest, the most horrid and diabolical, motives that ever 
entered into the heart of man to conceive, or that ever Wail' 

imputed to a public man. My Lords, when such is the 
charge, your Lordships will certainly expect strong proofs 
to support it. ' 

N~tllJ'8 or My Lords, I am aware that to prove such a motive we 
:".=~o~ cannot very often have direct evidence. It must be cr-' 
~ ,cumstantial evidence. But circumstantial evidence affords a 

greater or less degree of proof, according as the circumstances 
,are the necessary concomitants of the act. Where the 
motive is necessarily implied from the acts-where there is 
,no extrinsio evidence, but it is to arise, intrinsically. from 
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the acta. themselves--uudoubtedly, the acta 'ought to. be of. i. sa.I'BB.1791. 
nature that cau be referrible to no other motive, and that are -
fairly referrible to that motive; that are,. in their. nature, 
accompanied with circumstances of· such a kind, that..it is 
impossible to conceive that any person would be committing 
those acta or promoting those measures who was not actuated 
by such a motive. . . 

Now, my Lords, before I examine the foundation of the 
opinion of the question of right, or the grounds upon which 
this very severe imputation is made upon Mr. Hastings, will 
your Lordships permit ~e, in a very cursory manner, merely 
to state under what· circumstances this private- personal 
motive is' imputed to Mr. Hastings, with respect to these 
measures. My Lords, all the measures. that are imputed to Concurrenll8 

h·· . h h f b f olthe Coun_ t 111 motive met Wit . t e concurrence 0 every me\1l er 0 ci1 in all the 

the Council, in the place where they arose. Now, my Lords) measures. 
do not let me be misunderlitood upon the present occasion. I 
do not infer from thence, or mean to argue, that the concur-
rence of others is any vindication of a ba<l action: ,I do not 
mean to' infer from thence that the concurrence of others is 
any argument of the rectitude of the measure: but I do, 
with submission to your Lordships, argue, that, .if I can show 
other persons, who are not influenced, and not suspected to 
be influenced, by~ that individual, personal, motive that you 
impute to Mr. Hastings, concurring in the. same. acts, it 
affords a fair argument that what you, suspect to be the 
motive is not the true motive; because I find the same acts 
are done by those who are not influenced by such a motive . 

.Now I will, only in a cursory manner, beg leave to refer 
your Lordships to the. evidence now before YOUr .I will state 
the pages wherein yOlP' Lordships will find all . these acts
and I shall state presently in what sense. I use that word
ultimately receivlDg the concurrent support of every member 
of the Council, during the period of their execution. 

My Lords, 1 stated that the measures antecedent to the Unanimity 

going up to Benares consisted of four demands. All four &'!:u in 
demands were made with the unanimous concurrence of. the thscdhemanda 
hlB d. 

. . ou eyt 
woe oar The first de~and IS made ,upon the: 9th of Sing. 

July, 1778; and, by the pnnted Evidence, page.67. your 
Lordships will find, that the members present were 
Mr. Hastings, . Mr .. Barwell, Mr. Francis and _Mr. Wheler, 
and that the question wascan'ied unanimously •. 

The next is the commutation of this demand.froma requi~ 
eition of .troops,into ~ 8~ ~f five lacs.l:hat\fas upon the 
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SSJi'BD.ltSB' 17th of August, 1778 ; and, by the printed Evidence, page 31; 
- your Lordships will find that, the saine persons being present, 

they were unanimous upon that subject. . i .' I ; :. 

The,ne:d:demandwas in the following year. ,upon! the 
19th of July •. 1779 •. By .the 'printed Evidence, page 87, 
your Lordships will find that, the same persons being present; 
they were unanimous in support of that. . , .." 
'The next demand is. the 22dof Junej,1780; and is, in 

the printed Evidence, page 92. ,There were, present owy 
Mr. Hastings, Mr. Francis and Mr •. Wheler. Sir Eyre Coote 
being indisposed i and, these: tlu-ee persons were unanimous 
in support of thll demand., , ..... . ..' . 

The last demand is upon. the 2d .of 'November, 1780. 
By the printed Evidence,page 97; it appears. that the same 
three gentlemen" werepresent ........ Mr. Hastings,. Mr. Francis 
and Mr., Wheler,Sir Eyre Coote.being absent on service; 
and they were' un~nimous .in support of. that demand.. It 
appears, .therefore, that the demands whiclL are supposed to 
originate in the private, personal, malice of Mr. Hastings, 
and, in a design to ruin Cheyt Sing, are supported by the 
unanimous :concurrence or every member of. the, Council, . 

I"stances ,MyLords, I do' not mean to .forget that, though these 
%l.:~~toU8 demands were ,unarumous,there .had . been periods of. time 

wh~n some: of the members were not of , that .opinion: that 
is pointed out particularly by the pri.nted Evidence i-the 
temporary dissent of Mr. Francis and Mr. WheIer upon the 
28th of, September, 1778, which your Lordships will find ia 
page 74 ;...-the,dissent of Mr; Francis, and an argument upon 
the question or right, on the 26th of, August, 17-79, which is 
in page 88 ;~the right, again denied by the same gentleman, 
upon the 29th of September, 1779 i-an opposition made 
by Mr.. Wheler to< troops being sent to compel the perform
ance of Qne of ,these demands. Now, I certainly did intend' 
to have· iCalled your Lordships' particular attention' to that 

, circumstance;· because· it does appear to me, 'with great sub
mission· to .those who did point it .. out, that,. when I nnd a 
final concurrence ,of those who at' certain periods differed 
upon the subject, it amounts to a much stronger argument 
of, the. . propriety of, the measure than i it' they had never 
differed at all, because it shows that those persons who once 
doubted were ·afterwards converted to the propriety of the 
measure-that Mr. Francis was a convert to the opinion of 

The mea- Mr. Hastings., . f •• , : • .' 

Burea dis- . Those measures that l are supposed to originate in the 
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private malice of Mr. H8stings, , Mr. HaStings brings for. !l3 Pu.179!. 

ward to· discuSsion in the presence of MI". Francis and of cussed in the 

Mr. Wheler. the Board being full. Did that motive escape h~':,.~~ , 
the notice of llr: Francis? \Vas he in the habit of receiving ~:e~: 
~ery favourably any measures proposed by Air. Hastings, in 
the yea1'8 1778 a.nd 1779? And, in the subt!equent ; period, 
.as he in the habit of overlooking so plain and clear an act 
aa this is stated to be-a direct breach of treaty, and origin-
ating in. fow motive to ruin an individual? The snspiciori 
Dow cast upon Mr. Hastin~ of a personal animosity towards 
Cheyt Sing, if it existed at all, mnst have been best known 
by those who were upon the spot-particularly known by 
Mr. Francis, who was upon the spot, and is supposed to be 
very well acquainted with every circumstances. I shall, by . an. by, state the ,wry frivolous circumstance which is relied 
upon as producing this animosity. He was present; he was 
ia Calcutta at the time; awake, therefore. to auppose and 
impute every measure towards Cheyt Sing'to have originated 
in that motive. ' 

,Here; then, is Mr. Francis-in the constant habit of Tbeir I'<'pro-

1· 'cal ..J~4' • h f '4"_ H' bstion or po lti w.uerence Wit every measure 0 .In..-. astlDgs--a Cbeyt Sing's 

person most likely to have discovered that bad motive if it conduct. 
existed-a. person who, at one time was not friendly to the 
measure, but, upon the first occasion of it, upon the 9th of 
July, 1778, starts • doubt upon the point-who, afterwards, 
in the month of August, 1778, expressly argues the question 
of right~upon the 19th of July, 1779, agrees to it without 
.. word of objection; and, though he, in the course of tile 
yeat;" makes·an objection to the mooeof prosecuting the 
demand, yet, in the last year, throughout every part of it 
(he concu1'8 in the demand].' Upon the' 14th of January, 
1780, he wrote to the court of Directors-he and Mr. Wheler; 

• who had also doubted npon tlle 8ubjec~; when Mr. Francis 
and AIr. Wheler composed tlle majority, and Mr., Hastings 
was the only individual besides at Council-reprobating the 
c:onduct of Cheyt Sing, and saying that, whether his conduct 
arises from .:seMe of independence'or from a fearol e;;ta~ 
bUshing a precedent against, himself, his conduct is equally 
unreasonable, and an ungrateful return for the benefits he 
receives" from ·this country. That letter is signed by 
Th. Francis, and Mr. Wheler, the two' former dissentients, 
u well 88 by Mr. HastiD~ , They all three concur., ,your 
Lordships will find that letter upon' your Minutes, page 90. 
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al'JIlI.l\'9J. And, upon the 12th of June, 1780. when Mr. Hastings 
Theil' subse- proposed to anticipate this demand of five laes~ these two 
!~! ~ gentlemen, as I' shaU. show your Lordships by and by, 
demand. Mr. Francis and· Mr. Wheler, who \Vereat that time 

opposing the· measures of Mr. Hastings with respect to 
, Colonel Camac's detachment, when ,Mr. Hastings proposed 

to apply this Bum of five lacll to that purpose, they say, in .. 
joint minute of opposition, with respect to this sum of five 
lacs,-" 'We had already included that in our estimate of 
resources for the year, and, if you apply that to any other 

. purpose, we must supply it by some other resources." Then 
what becomes of this suspicion of a motive, when these two 
gentlemen themselves had determined in the last year, after 
temporary opposition to it, after a doubt upon the question of 
right-when these two ,gentlemen say, in their own minute, 
they have determined upon.,it~ and they say they had taken 
it as so much a matter of course, that they had compre· 
hended it in their resources for the following year and they 
could not spare it-" if you take that you must have it from 
something else t" And, upon the 12th of June, 1780, at 
the time when they were opposing the other measures of 
Mr .. Hastings, your Lordships will find them all unanimous 
in supporting that; at the time when these two gentlemen 
formed a majority and could have stopped it if they did not" 
approve of it, here we have their concurrent support. 

Theil' con; Nay, still further, your Lordships will find that, in the 
~~ m course of that same year, 1780, upon t.he 26th of October
t:'e~mand as appears in the printed Evidence, pages 94 and 95-at a 

y pe. time when there were present Mr. Hastings, Mr. Francis 
and· Mr. Wheler, Sir Eyre Coote being absent on service, 
these three persons again, the two dissentients upon former 
years forming a majority, determined upon this point, not 
only in favour of the demand, but determined to enforce it , 
by troops. Having upon a former year, likewise, entertained 
doubts as to the propriety of enforcing it by troops, they. 
upon that day, the 26th of October, 1780, determined in 
favour of compelling an obedience by that very measure. 

Andtoim. Nay, further-they determined to impose a fine upon Cheyt 
pooe .. line. SinO' for his past disobedience r We have here, therefore, 

the t>concurrent approbation with respect to these demands, 
and concurrent in the strongest possible manner. . 

;MalIce 1_ \ And, mv Lords, give me leave to ask. if it was malice in. 
lmputableto H·~ - ·t h b' . ed f th . ht, llr.Hastings Mr. astmgs to propose 1 J e elOg convmc 0 e ng 
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wu it Dot malice in lIr. Francis to support it, he doubting lISPBB.l79!. 

of the right? Surely it is a fair argument to say, that the thau to"" . 
very circumstance of doubting of the right makes it a Hr.FranClS. 

hundred. times more malicious in him. Not that I mean 
1.0 8&y there was malice in either. I do not say so. I am 
persuaded Mr. ,Francis supported this measure upon pure 
and honourable motives; from a sense of duty, upon the 
belief that. it was a right measnre; that, notwithstanding 
there might be doubts npon the right, he thought it a proper 
measure to pursue i and lIr. Francis, Mr. Barwell and 
Mr. 'Wheler-I include them all-all acted upon pure and 
honourable motives. lIr. Hastings is the only individual, 11~;;cement 
then. who can be supposed upon this occasion to act from ~ent. 
other motives-and from an individual, personal, malice to 
Cheyt Sing-with respect to this measure. Therefore, I 
say, that, if I were not at all to investigate the grounds 
upon which it stands. if I were not to go into any opinions 
on tile question of right, this circumstance of the concurrent 
approbation of all the members of the Council, after a 
temporary dissent, both upon the question of right and the 
mode of enforcing it, [would satisfy me of the purity of 
motive in the measure ]-when I find them all ultimately 

·brought round, and concurrin~, in the last year and in the 
Tery last act of Mr. Francis's political life, in November, 
17 ~O-for he left the country in December-in tbe last act of 
Lis life. sealing with their approbation the demand of cavalry 
fcom Chert Sing. Mr. Francis, having. in the course of the 
busiocl8o entertained BOme doubt upon the subject of the 
';ght. is at last. convinced that all his doubts upon the right 
were ill founded; that all the ideas that force was not neces
sary to be used to this zamindar were erroneous, for, at last, 
force was found to be absolutely necessary; and, at the time 
he opposed Mr. Bastings in other measures, he concurred in 
this. The words he uses show a reluctance on his part.. He 
.ys, in his last minute of the 26th of October, 1780-" I 
acquiesce, though I hope the tht·eat will be sufficient." That 
.bows, therefore, that ,:Mr. Francis was still disposed to go as 
far as he could in favour of Cheyt Sing; not from any 
improper motive, but from all' honourable and a right motive. 
He bad still an idea that Cheyt Sing might be induced to 
compliance by the threat only. 

There'is also another circumstance, which is excessively JI ... "Francla'a 

strong, namely, that lIr. Francis supported these demands, ~'i.'!~ srog•• 

Dot only witb a doubt of the right;but also with a declared 
VOI.. IL Y Y 
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28 FlIB.17911. doubt of the ability' o£ the' man to perform them; for your 
ability to Lordships will find that Mr. Francis, in his original opposi
:::,:!.!'~e tion upon the subject, 011 the 17th of August, 1778, saylil-r" 

,. It will be less distressing to the Raja to demand it by 
instalments than to demand it all at once." ,And, in Se~ 
tember; 1778, he says,..-," .The Raja might pay it if he has 
it." Mr. Francis doubted both upon the right and upon 
the ability of the .man to pay it; and Mr. Francis and 

Contrast 
with Mr. 
Hastings' 
views. 

Mr. Wheler concur in these demands, notwithstanding they 
doubted upon those points. Mr. Hastings, having no doubt 
upon either, constantly deemed his firm and clear opinion 
both with respect to· the right and with respect to the 
ability of the man to pay it. Therefore, I say, that, if I were 
to draw inferences of malice and of bad motive from this 
measure, I should 'surely be arguing fair in saying, that those 
who supported the.measures~ entertaining doubts of the 
right and entertaining'doubts of the ability of the man to 
pay it, are persons against whom I should suppose the charge 
of malice is to be fairly pressed, rather than against him who 
had no doubt of the right, who had no doubt of the ability, 
and who proposed the measure in that point of view. 

Mr. Lords, I do not mean to rest 801ely upon the support 
,these measures received; I do not mean to waive examining" 
the measures themselves; but I am only, in this cursory 
way, at first, showing your Lordships under what circum
stances the charge of individual malice in these measures 
is imputed to Mr. Hastings. I shall, before I quit the 
subject in India, go on with the history of the measures 
,after Mr. Francis left the country, and left only Mr. Wheler 

tr,Proval by and Mr. Hastings in the Govemment. Your Lordships will 
ol:M:~=t- find that the subsequent conduct of Mr. Hastings towards 
~~;. :n- Cheyt Sing was communicated to Mr; Wheler. before 
CheytSing. Mr. Hastings went lip to Benares; and I have' a right to 

say, at least, that Mr. Wheler did not disapprove of it. 
There is ~ome evidence that he actually approved of it; but, 
when it was communicated to him, he did not di8approve of 
what Mr. Hastings proposed respecting it. He was the 
only other member of the Council; and, if there could· be 

~~~is any doubt upon the subject, when another member of 
measures by Council was added to the Boardj namely, Mr., Macpherson, 
~~ Wr'.e1er who came out in the course of that year, Mr. Wheler and 
MlI<lpherson. Mr. Macpherson afterwards approved, ratified and confirmed, 
A!!,p]ro] batoions the whole conduct of Mr. Hastings upon that subject. 
o a pers n T. d h' , h 'I d' . in the Go- • I will not tire your .uor SIpS Wlt a parbcu ar Iscusslon 
vernment. , I'd h d t f thO of an observatIOn t 1at lsma e upon t e con uc ,0.' IS 
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gentleman, which shows that, upon that part of the case, 23 FlIB.17112 

Mr. Hastings did, with respect to hid conduct towards Cheyt -
Sing at Benares, and in all his measures, receive the entire 
approbation of all persona then in the Government. This is 
an observation that is made upon .their conduct when this 
subject is under discussion-and I only state it because it 
will save the trouble of a particular quotation,-

.. If the conduct of Mr. Hastings towards Cheyt Sing has been such 
.. to merit the approbation of this House, the two members of the 
Supreme Council, Mr. Wheler and Mr. MCPherson, are intitled to their 
share of approbation, for the unreserved manner in which they have 
ju8tified hi. acts. If, on the other hand, the House be of opinion that 
the proceedings against Cheit Sing WeTe unjust, oppreaaive, and con
trary to public faith, those members of the Council who approved their 
proceeding. are implicated in the criminality." • 

I mean only to say, that the whole conduct of Mr. Hast
ings towards Cheyt Sing, before he went up to Benares and 
after he went up to Benaree. met with the approbation and' 
concurrence, finally, of every member of the Council upon 
the spot at the time. I certainly do not mean to argue, that, 1ustification 

\>ecause all those persons concurred in approving them, there- ~~e~_ 
fore the measures are right. But, perhaps, your Lordships ge0:f ill
think that some little presumption of that sort fairly arises f~m. 0 

npon that subject; because, after we have reasoned from do-
cuments and hooks, and in our closets, upon subjects arising 
in another country. perhaps it will appear that some credit is 
due to those who are upon the spot, who have the best 
meana of knowledge. who are conversant with the manners, 
the customs and the laws, of the country where they govern; 
and that the most ingenious, most learned and most acute, 
inquirers upon the subject, confined to books and in their 
closets, may rail at measures that may not be found ultimately 
~ deserve reprobation. I do not mean anything invidious. I 
mean only to say. that it is possible that we may be deceived 
with respect to measurea, collecting our knowledge through 
the medium of books and papers, not being upon the spot. 
Those persona who are upon the spot have the advantage of 
local knowledge; and they have many advantages which are 
!lot !-O be enjoyed by persons at a. distance. But, surely, it 
18 faIr for me to argue. that upon this subject there could not 
}lave been any suspicion of malice. If the measures were ever 
JIO wrong and inexpedient, that could not possibly he. You w!"1t or 
Ulust find out some cause that is adequate to the effect. But =~~ot 
you cannot impute to the bad motive of one individual what 

• Supplemeut to the Second Report from the Select Committee, p. 22-
yy 2 
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23 FBB.179!. is the act of four, five, six, seven. It will not do; it is not 
- broad enough to cover the thing; there must be very 

strong evidence to afford such an inference as that. It does 
appear, to me, under such circumstances, that, at least, your 
Lordships would expect very strong and pointed evidence to 
satisfy you that this extraordinary circumstance could happen 
;-that Mr. Hastings, acting upon malice, and with a design to 
ruin this person, should have the concurrence in the design 
of those who concurred with him in no other measure, but 
who were opposing all his other measures. That they should 
do the very same thing who were not under. the influence 
at all of that bad design, is a. most extraordinary circumstance 
to happen. 

crn~urrence My Lords, an observation was made with respect to these 
~f ~re::'t charges, that they were intitled to particular respect, because 
pohtU18J. h . diffi li 'cal . h sentiments. persons w 0 entertam. erent po tl sentIments ave 

Instance 
from the 
House of 
Commons. 

concurred in their support I beg to say, that that is not a 
fair argument to be addressed to your Lordships; because 
your Lordships are to determine upon your own opinion!.', 
and not upon the opinions which any other persons entertain. 
:But, as an argument that the charges were not malicious, 
the concurrence of person~ who entertain different poiitical 
sentiments fairly applies. Now give me leave to apply that 
argument to. the present subject. We have persons upon the 
spot, of different political sentiments, all uniting in support 
of these measures. Then, to take the right honourable 
gentleman's own argument upon the suhject, it affords a fair 
inference both of the rectitude of the measures and the purity 
of the motive. Give me leave to put the case that, in the 
House of Commons, or in any other assembly of those who 
are generally in the habits of political difference, I should 
find. the Minister for the time being bringing forward a 
measure against a particular individual, and those who are 
in the habit of opposing that Minister should say-" We 
concur with you in it; we approve of it and support you in 
it." Would not any man say that that was a fair argument 
to show that the conduct of that Minister to that individual 
did not originate in a sinister or corrupt motive l'-in the 
first place, that he would not have brought forward to the 
scrutiny of his opponents a measure originating in a corrupt 
motive; in the next place, that it could not have escaped the 
observation of those opponents; and, lastly, that he would be 
less likely to obtain their support when they had doubts ?f 
the propriety of the measure? I hope I have succeeded In 
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showing that that which is the principal part of this charge, 23FBlI.1791l. 

namely, that all these measures originated in a bad motive, -
comes forward under very improbable circumstances. 

It has already been stated, in the general opening, that 
this motion, upon the 9th of July, 1778, was made in conse- Th~question 

f d bt •.. t' . h ofnghtre-quence 0 a ou ,arisIng In conversa lOn, respectmg t e terred by 

right. Mr. Hastings himself entertained no doubt upon that ~~ !a;te 
question, but, finding that an individual member· had, in Did!rl'!' 
conversation only, suggested a doubt-and that so faintly:e"rs. lOJ&o 

that it did not form any part of t.he minute~Mr. Hastings, 
immediately, in a way that clearly shows how conscious he 
was of the rectitude of his own measures, says-" If there 
be any doubt upon the question of right, let the question be 
referred to our superiors." He then immediately records his 
own opinion upon the subject, on purpose that it may be D larati 

discussed bi his superiors - that they may see what his ore;,i.8ow:
n 

opinion is, and the grounds of that opinion. Mr. Hastings OPlDlOn. 

there says-" I agree to the question, in the original form of 
it; deeming it a right inherent in every Government to 
impose . such assessments as it judges expedient for the 
common service and the protection of all its subjects; and 
we are not precluded from it by any agreement subsist.ing 
between the Raja and this Government." The\'e is Mr. 
Hastings' proposition-whether well founded or not, will be 
a point I shall consider by and by; but all I mean to say at 
present is, that this was the open conduct of an honest man 
who had nothing to conceal-" Here is my proposition; if 
you doubt of the propriety of it, send it to our superiors; let 
them decide it." Is it to be supposed that, if Mr. Hastings 
was conscious that he was bringing forward a measure with 
a view to ruin a man, he would invite and attract the 
notice of his supcriors to it ?-that he should be the only 
man to do that, though the other members of the Board 
would have let it pass over in silence? For Mr. Francis, you 
will find, says not a word upon the question of right; says 
not a word upon reference to our superiors; but, Mr. Hast-
ings says-IC I have no doubt upon the right, but if you have 
a doubt about it, let the question be referred to our superiors 
and et them determine it." He is, therefore, the person 
that calls the notice and attention of his superiors to that 
which is supposed to he his own wicked and malignant act: 
it is brought home to his superiors. ' 

A doubt had arisen; and your Lordships will recollect No expres· 

upon what subject the doubt was. In the commencement of:;:rg~:l1:;n 
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23 l'lUI.l'19S. the war, a . doubt waS entertained whether they had or not a 
rro,;u;;, right to make this 80rt of call-to impose this sort of assess==. or ment upon one of the persons dependent on the Government. 

Mr. Hastings had stated his opinion, that it was likely to 
operate throughout all the war which was then just breaking 
out; it; was to be repeaied annually. Your Lordships will find 
in the letter of the 17th of August, 1778, which was the com
munication to the Directors. it is expressly stated to be a 
demand which was to continue during the course of the war. 
The Directors then are put into possession, and the .Minister 
for the time being, before whom the despatches in the 
ordinary course come, is put into possession, of this circum
stance. Mr. Hastings says-" I am of opinion that we have 
a right, during the war, to call upon this man. Si quid 
rwvisti rectius, tell us. If you have any doubt upon the sub. 
ject, send out your better knowledge. You have opportuni
ties of inqniring; you have Counsel to direct you;· you may 
consult all the most learnPd persons in the kingdom upon 
the subject; you have full \ leisure; you are not engaged in 
all the distresses of the Government, in the active operations 
of war; there are twenty-four of you; you have all your 
clerks, examiners, and persons to look into and digest every 
thing for"you-do you exercise your jud",ument upon it, and, 
if my opinion is wrong, tell me so and I will retract it." 
He sends to them, in the month of August, 1778, and 
desires to be directed by them. What do the Directors? 
There is sent to them, year after year. for four years together, 
an account of all the demands, of all the treaties, of all the 
doubts entertained upon the subject. backwards and forwards. 
What do the Directors? They never give anyone hint 
of the smallest disapprobation of it r . 

:Mr.Hast- Now, give me le.ave to ask, what is the situation of a 
~justifiedpublic man abroad? He is to act upon his own best J'udg-
m presum.- • 
ing their ment. If there IS a doubt upon any measure, says he-" I 
appJOYal. will refer it to my superiors, to tell me whether it is right or 

not." The year comes round: he must act. If the court of 
Directors are asleep, he cannot be 80: he must either make 
the demand or drop it. He has said-" I mean to continue 
this demand during the war; if you disapprove it, tell me 
50, for otherwise it will continue during the war." What is 
he to conclude from their silence upon the subject? Is he 
to desist from it ? What could he say for himself if be did 
desist? His own opinion is in favour of it: if he acts npon 
his own opinion, he will go on as he has done. 'What is he 
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to conclude is the opinion of the court of Directors and all 23FBB.l'm 

those to whom the despatches are carried? Is he not to -
suppose that silence gives consent, because silence must 
operate to the continuance of the demand? He could not 
drop it. He bad stated that he meant to continue it during 
the war; therefore, if they thought it contrary to the treaty. 
it was incumbeut upon them to have said BO. Silence could 
Dot operate to prevent, but must to continue; therefore. 
when the court of Directors received the accounts of those 
demands. as they were made for four years together, and 
never offered a word of disapprobation, :Mr. Hastings was 
bound to infer from thence. they had no doubt upon the 
question of right which was referred to them. He could 
Dot poonhly suppoSe, if his conduct was not approved of, 
that all the court of Directors were BO indifferent to the 
affairs of the Company that they would not read the de
IlJ>&tehes; or, if they. read them, that they were BO corrupt 
that not one of them, if he discovered it to be an act con-
trary to treaty, would have said BO. He could not have 
presumed to think BO of his superiors. H that was the fact, 
I am sOrry for it. I do not believe it, for their sake. But. 
if he has the misfortune to serve such masters, who will 
not tell him how he is to act when he refers his conduct to 
their judgment, he must conclude from thence that his 
conduct is approved in that particular, and that he must go 
OD in the same course. Give me leave to ask how would it be Instan 

in the case of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or a Governor in conJ:e$ 

in the West Indies, informing a Secretary of State that he ~::t!'!..n~ 
proposes a certain line of measures during the war, and of heJand. 

desiring his approbation or disapprobation respecting i.t, and 
the Secretary of State not sending him back a word of dis
approbation f Is it to be understood that men in public 
stations abroad, when they communicate the measures they 
intend to p1ll'l1ue to their superiors at home, who have all the 
best means of knowledge, for approbation or disapprobation 
-:-is it to be understood that they act at their peril ?-that, if 
they do Dot go on and act upon their own judgment, they 
will be then guilty of course of misconduct; but, if they 
do act upon their own judgment, if they do act upon an 
implied approbation of .their superiors, that, after that, they 
are to be impeached for their conduct? And is it now to be 
said. after this had been lying before the court of Directors 
for four years, that you are to be impeached for having acted 
from the implied approbation of that :long silence of the 
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23 FBB.171l2. court of Directors and of all his Majesty's Ministers upon 
the subject? 

Prle&b o~press With respect to his Majesty's Ministers, before whom o llSlness ' 'J. 
in bebaJrof these measures were brought lU a constant course of com-
Ministers. munication, it may be said, the multiplicity of their occn-

pations prevented their going into a detailed proce88 upon 
this subject ; but I do not find the same latitude or the same 
indulgence made for the great pressure upon Mr., Hastings, 

Us appIi.,... in the multiplicity of his concerns. He is expected to read 
tion to Mr. I 
lI&stings. every document, every etter, every scrap of accounts; and 

he is to have no indulgence shown him for any mistake, in 
the midst of all the multiplicity of concerns pressing upon 
his mind, when he has all'the empire to conduct. If they 
can findout~ from the year 1702, before the establishment of 
this Company, an obsolete order, in any of the old, musty, 
records at the India House, or stuck up in a corner or in a 
drawer, that :Mr. Hastings has n()t seen, read and observed, 
in the multiplicity of business, when conducting a great 
war, he has no indulgence, at all shown him; . but all 
inferences of malice and bad intention are to, be drawn 
against him, if he has not' acted upon an old musty order, 
which, if they had looked at it, they would have seen to be 
obsolete. . 

With respect to his Majesty's Ministers for the time 
being, I do, not mean to impute anything to any of them: 
they might be prevented by the multiplicity of concerns in 
whieh they were engaged. Undoubtedly latitude and indul
gence must be given to men in great stations: they must 
attend to the great and pressing occasions at the moment, 
,and they cannot be tried in this manner for little omissions 
or little defects. I only infer from thence, that there is no 
culpability in the subsequent conduct of Mr. Hastings in 
continuing the demands. He did all that was his duty; he 
acted upon his own judgment; he communicated his intended 
measures to his superiors; he must have inferred their 
approbation from their silence. 

Mr. Pitt's But, my Lords, it does not stop here. The right to 
t~::t~of impose these demands has now been the subject of discussion 

for, I believe, near teu years. Everything that has been 
said upon the subject is ransacked. All the learning of the 
East and Wet't, all ancient and modern learning, is brought 
forward upon it; the bighest talents are employed in inves
tigating this great question of right. Whatdocs the right 
honourable gentleman who opened this charge tell us? " I 
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bave,"-i!llYs be-" particularly discussed this at fnlllength, is FBJl.l'19Zo 
because, upon this subject, I have the misfortune to differ in -
opinion with the highest talents in the kingdom. Those 
talents I think it right to take this public opportunity of 
giving my testimony in favour of."· Now, here we have 
it admitted to us that upon this subject there is at least 
a diversity of opinion. Atrer it has been discussed for years 
-after great talents and abilities have been employed to 
make it. out not to be a right-we are told by the right 
honourable gentleman who opened this Article, that, upon 
this ,.ery subject, the highest talents are of opinion that the 
right is 88 Mr. Hastings conceived it! Then, upon that 
which goes to the foundation of this Article-which cuts 
it up by the roots-that which pervadES every part or it
without which it cannot stand a minute-upon that subject 
we are told that the highest talents in the kingdom, employed 
at the time, not by any friend or supporter of Mr. Hastings, 
Dot in a private room, but in the very place of accusation-
one of his accusers-is compelled to admit, by the strength of 
his own just judgment upon that subject, he would have 
acted in the same manner! I do not urge this, in the least, 
as showing that the thing is right because the highest talents 
are engaged in support of it; but surely it is too much to 
say that your Lordships are to attribute that to malice and a. 
design to ruin a man, when the highest talents in the king-
dom are exactly of the same opinion and would have done the 
same act. If it be malice in l\Ir. Hastings to have done it, is Abettol'8 of 
. h d· al· . . h the mea-It not a t oUSRn tunes more m lClOUS to support It w en suresequaJl,y 

done? Did the point of malice escape notice? No! it was ~~ 
the very object of the charge. 'When that malice was pointed 
out-when that malice was argued upon-when every effort 
of the human mind ,vas exerted to convince your Lordships 
that it was malicious-so obstinate is the malice of that other 
person that he, notwithstanding all this, perseveres in abet-
ting, aiding and supporting, the very act done by Mr. Hast-
ings in India r I say, therefore. Mr. Hastings has the 
consolation, at least, that, if this was malice, he has a good 
many companions in his malice--a great number of persons 
who wonld have been guilty or the same malice towards 
Cheyt Sing. 

We are told by the right honourable Manager, himselr, ~~~on 
----------------------------------------------~D~E~ 

• Thil is the substance of • statement made by Mr. Fox ill opening the 
Fint Charge I voL i.. P. 22t. 
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23P~'l92. unquestionably, of abilities- which require no' testimony in 
favour of them, that he is of opinion there <is no right; 
but that there are very- great talents, which he thinks it 
right to give testimony to, of a contrary opinion. Now, 
what must be the situation of Mr. Hastings or of any public 
man in such a case? If he supports the right, then comes a 
right honourable gentleman of very great talents and im~ 
peaches him for it~ and 5ays-" you did not act 8{,>Teeably to 
my opinion, -and, therefore, I insist upon it you are guilty of 
malice." If he had said, on the contrary~"I am of opinion 
we have no right" ...... then he would have had ,another right 
hOns>urable -person of equal abilities impeach him: -" You 
acted contrary to my opinion, and I am sure it is partiality 
and corruption that-induced you to do it." So that, let him 
have acted either way, he would have been condemned by the 
greatest abilities in the kingdom; • 

Indulgence I should have thought, some little latitude and indulgence 
~tu~blio might be shown to public persons, when; in the course of 

their public life, they feel themselves called upon to deliver 
their opinions and to act accorcling to their' own best judg~ 
ment upon grea"!; constitutional questions of right that arise. 
We have all seen, I think; in our own time, instances sufficient 
to have induced ,some little 'latitude and indulgence to diver
sity of opinions upon great constitutional questions of right, 
arising even in our own country, where the laws and customs 
are betterestablished~where learned men have written, and 
where learned men have acted and have thought upon them. 
Need I go out of the present proceeding, that we are now 

, engaged in, to show that upon great constitutional questions 
there may be a diversity of opinion, without imputing any. 

:;;~';.~r;:,~ thing of malice or any possible sinister motive?N eed I allude 
oPibn1i,on. in to another event, that for a time spread such a gloom over 
pUle h h . f'bh affairs. t e country, were- upon a great questIon 0 ng t t ere was 

a difference of opinion?* Surely it will har<lly be said, that, 
upon that subject, differ~nce of opinion necessarily implie<la 
a bad motive in any body. My Lords, where are we to stop 
with these inferences of malice that are to be drawn, be
cause men in public stations deliver-their opinions upon great 
public points and act upon them, if we are to have no indul
gence for error in judgment, but that it. must -be pressed 

- I 

• Ins scarcely -necessary to remark That -the- Manager here alludes iii the 
discussion TeJative to the powers -to be exercised by the Regent during the 
King's illness, in 1789. - ; , -
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against the individual that it must be founded in malice if it £'J F~791. 
tUI'Jl8 out to be wrong? I beg to say that, if a single ~r. ~ ... ~ 
individual would come forward, not actuated by this bad ~:r:;::.w= 
motive, to eay, with respect to Mr. Hastings' conduct in this ~l:.,"!.~::!f 
busineB8-" 1 Ilave examined it; I have read all upon the the highest 

subject; I have used my best means of information with character. 

respect to all that he actually did towards Cheyt Sing; 
I am of opinion that he acted, not only strictly justi-
fiably, but highly meritoriously; I think I should have 
done the aame thing" - if I could find an individual of 
great talents and great character that would come forward 
and say-" that is my opinion upon it "-then, whether 
Mr. Hastings was right or .not, I should not inquire; be-
canee it is enough for me to say, it ,could not arise from 
malice; because here are the most disinterested, the most 
bonourable, persons~ of the highest talents, after all that has 
been said and written npon the subject, who avow their 
.opinion in favour of these same acts, considering them 
strictly justifiable and bighly meritorious. 

I have taken the liberty, just in this way, in a very cur
sory manner, to submit to your Lordships a few observations, 
affording, as it appears to me, a fair ground of presumption 
against any supposed malice operating with Mr. Hastings, in 
any part of bis conduct towards this person; and. I hope I 
have established a sufficient ground to induce your Lord
ships to suspect, at least, that these opinions respecting 
these measures, and these opinions respecting these inten
tione, may not be well founded. I do not ask your Lordships 
to go further; because I will now enter upon the particular 
discussion of the particular measures, one by one, and I will 
examine the grounds upon which they are impeached, and Weakness of 

upon which motives are imputed to Mr. Hastings of a ~~~~~:~ 
sinister nature. And I trust, when your Lordships come to mentofthe 

see the grounds upon which these opinions are founded, that measures. 

it will tum out that they proceed upon .mistake, from the 
beginning to the end-from partial extracts of documents, . 
where the remainder, if referred to, explains it-from taking, 
out bits, pieces and scraps. of documents, instead of looking . 
to the whole, and where, if you read the whole, the sense is 
clearly made up and completed; and that,' with respect to all 
the suspicions of intention. they are collected upon grounds 
80 frivolous that, when they come to be examined into, I am 
persuaded there will not remain the smallest particle of 
doubt, in the mind of an1 one person whatever, that Mr. 
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!3 ~17111. Hastings was not in any respect actuated by the motive 
imputed to him. 

~of :My Lords, the measures themselves, as I stated to your =;: Lordships, were, in the first place, the demands of military 
:m~~ assistance from Cheyt Sing. With respect to them, it is 

stated that :Mr. Hastings was guilty of a breach of treaty
of a breach of faith; that he has dil:graced the British name 
and chamct~r; that he has heen guilty of extortion, exaction, 
injlll.,tice, and so on, with a great number of other epithets. 

Assumption The whole of this is founded upon that preliminary point, 
~~~ that Cheyt Sing, in the year 1778, was, in the nature of a 
inti~led~ tributary prince, exempted from. every demand, of any kind 
aemp and upon any pretence whatevCl'; that he was to pay a sti-

pulated sum ofmoneJ to the Compauy, and, beyond that, he 
was under no obligation at all That is the point contended 
for by the prosecutor; the whole is built upon that proposi
tion. The breach of treaty, which Mr. Hastings has teen 
80 much loaded with the guilt of, stands upon that position
that be was a person exempted from aU demands, of every 
kind whatever and upon any pretence whatever. 

Now, my Lords, in arguing that question, we must, in the 
first place, lay aside all attention to the particular exercise 
of the right; because they are quite distinct questions-
whether you have the ri~ht in any case, and whether you 
have properly exercised the right in the particular instance; 
and, therefore, when arguing this first question as to the 
right, I mean to leave out at. present the particular exerc~ of 
it. For the proposition they must contend for is th~hat, 
in no case whatever, anll upon no principles whatever, could 
Cheyt Sing have beeu called upon by the British nation in 
India to co-operate in the public defence, in a time of war, 
difficulty or emergency, let it be ever so great; that he 
was to pay a Bum of money annually to the Company, and 
that) beyond that, he was not liable to anything at alI. That 
is the proposition. 

PropositiClll Now, let us see how that proposition is made out? It is 
=:~':mia stated to be the result of treaties, contracts, agreements, 
$~=' which :Mr. Hastings was bound to observe, according to the 
o es. plain sense and understanding of them. I admit it. We 

shall see what is the plain sense and understandiug, not of 
lJarts, but of the whole. Your Lordships have an introduc
tory account, which is stated to be "the result of all acts, trea
ties, stipulations, agreements "-I think are the . words. It 
is supposed, not only that that proposition was so, but that 
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Mr. Hastings had declared his opinion that it was so; and!S 1'~179& 
that is the point to be made out by the fourteen first para-
graphs of this charge. Now, that induces a necessity for 
me to examine th08e treaties. to see whether, in anyone of 
them, or in the acts that are referred to, there is the smallest 
ground for that assertion. . I trust, when the whole comes to 
be examined, your Lordships will see it is all founded upon II. 
mistake, from beginning to end. and that, in truth, there is 
not the least foundation for it. 

Before I enter upon that inquiry, I will take the liberty of 
mbmitting one or two preliminary propositions. In the Subjeets 

first place-to go by steps-I apprehend, as a general propo- :::'.tb~W 
sition, it will not be disputed that the subjects of every :::'~b:r"~ 
empire, generally speaking, are bound to contribute to the empire. 

support of that empire in a time of war, and that the 
sovereign power, wherever it he lodged, has an unalienable 
right to call forth and associate for the public defence the 
individual strength and power of every member of that 
state. I lay that down 8S a general proposition. I believe 
it will .hardly be disputed. I conceive it to be the first 
principle in every society; withou t it, society could not· exist. 
The firot point for which men mnst unite themselves into 
society is for mutual defence; and, I believe" the wildest 
8sserter of the "Rights of Man" never doubted but that 
the original social compact upon this subject is, that all the 
individual members of society are so bound, and must and 
cannot cease to be liable, so long as they continue members-
that that is the fruit of that relation so long as it subsists. 
I 84y it is nnalienable, because it does appear to me to be a 
contradiction in terms to soppose a person to be the subject 
of an empire and not be liable to the first duty of a subject, 
that is, the duty of co-operating iu the public defeuce. In 
truth, when he co-operates in the public defence he c0-

operates in hill own defence; and you can no more permit an 
individual member of the political body to withdraw himself 
from its general Coree than a member of the natural body to 
cease to ar.t- that he should be paralytic on one side and not 
act; for all persons tbat are united in society must be bound 
to come forth, either in their person or their purse, to co-
operate in the public defence. I conceive there is no doubt 
upon tbat general principle; and yet, I think, yoor Lord-
ships will find, by and by, that the argument will resolve 
itself into that principle, because I shall show indisputably, 
I trust. that Cheyt Sing was a subject. 
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28F~1792. The next proposition that I insist upon, as a general one, 
~.I!rin. is-that India is no exception to the general rule. Perhaps, 
clple m force • Id b ffi . h .. . '1' d' d in India. It wou e su CIent to say t at It IS a CIVI lse SOCIety, an 

Feudal 
tenure. 

that which is binding upon you must exist there: but, with 
respect to that, we were properly told, by one of the honour~ 
able Managers, that the tenure there is a good deal of the 
feudal nature.· Now, to maintain that the individuals of a 
society which is of a feudal nature should not be liable to 
military service would be an extraordinary position, because, 
.if it did not exist in other societies, it would peculiarly exist 
in such a society; it is the very essence of it that persons 
who hold land by a military tenure shall be bound to personal 
service. I was a little surprised to hear the honourable 
Manager who argued upon this subject state, that upon feudal 
tenure the services were always limited in their nature; and 
that they were confined,· I think he stated, to three objects, 
that is, redemption of the lord from captivity; the making 
the eldest son a knight; and the marrying the lord's eldest 
daughter. So that, according to that idea, in a feudal state, 
there is no provision for war at all; for all these are thing:4 
which happen in a time of peace. What is to be done in a 
time of war, if that was all jl Here is a military tenure 
without the first object of a military tenure-the duty to co
operate. Y ~ur Lordships know that all that is a mistake, and 
I shall not go into authorities upon the subject. [As to] the 
Jeoda propria-the proper feudal tenures -Jeodorum inven
tum peperit rei militaris necessitas. The very essence is, that 
the services should be uncertain; and it was only an abuse 
and corruption of the original proper fiefs when they came 
to be Jeoda impropria. 

Defl!1itionot I will only say a word with respect to the character which, 
Z&mmdar. I think, I shall show your Lordships this person was in

I mean with respect to a zamindar; that a zamindar of 
India is a term, as your Lordships know, signifying land
holder-a Pel'sian word zamin being land, and dar the holder 
of itr-a landholder; that all the1andholders of that country 
are zamindars-the holders of land of the sovereign, who is 
the owner and proprietor of the ~il, who is intitled to and 
receives a rent from all of them for tbeir land. And your 

• See the Speech of Mr. Grey in opening the First Charge; vol. i., p. 270. 
It will be noticed that Mr. Plumer has overlooked the admission there made, 
\hat .. the vassal was bonnd to accompany bis superior lord with a certain 
military force in time of war," . 
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Lordships will find it; to' be very material. 'to attend to that lIS 1!'BB.179So 

circumstance-that the money they do pay, and that the -
eOJUtant, permanent. annual, revenue paid by them, is a rent 
for their land, paid by all the zamindars of the country. 
They used formerly, I believe, to asaemble upon a day called 
the punya, when they came to receive their robes of honour, 
their san ads and kabuliyats, &c., that were made out every 
year to them. In the reign of Ackbar, it was settled for ten Tel'U\. of 

years; the zamin, or rent, that was fixed afterwards was tenure. 

annual. So at different periods of time they have been more 
or less fixed; and a. variety of opinions have been entertained 
about making it permanent or not~varyiDg it, and 80 on ; 
but the general mode of ,settling between the sovereign, as 
landlord, and those zamindars, as holders of the land, has been 
constantly, if the zamindar wjll not come up to the terms the 
lord proposes, he is intitled to a mushahara or nankar, as 
it is called-some little allowance-and the sovereign takes 
possession of the country, and the lands go to somebody else. 
In short, he deals with him 8S a farmer-a bolder of the 
lands, paying a certain stipulated rent, which is matter of 
contract between them, and· which is variable or fixed 
according as they agree for one year or more, or for a per
petuity. 
·N ow that rent is a perfectly distinct thing, and has nothing Distinction 

to d ·th h bl" h' h h ' h' of rent from o WI teo IgatJOn w lC attac es upon 1m as a dut!es as & 

,subject. That obligation, arising in another character, subject. 

namely, from the relation of a subject to his sovereign, and 
not in the relation of landlord and tenant, is a perfectly dis-
tinct character and distinct obligation, namely, you hold 
your land upon the paynient of a rent, imd, ultra. and beyond 
that, YOI1 are liable to defend your sovereign...,.....to defend the 
state and yourself-not as matter of contraet, upon which 
we are to make any spccific stipulation with you. but arising 
from the constitution of Hindustan, that you all constitute 
and make the public force of the kingdom, in acnse where, 
as your Lordships know, there is, no provision by taxes to 
raise a considerable revenue-no commutation 'of that public 
'sen·ice. ' I am speaking generally, of the coDstitution of' 
Hindustan. and where, therefore, ilie sovereigns. of that 
country protect themselves by means of the landholders co
operating in the pnblic defence; arid your Lordships will 
find that all the history-But I uo not mean to trouble your 
Lordships with any great authorities upon this subject; be-
'cause nobody enn look into the history of In<;lia without 
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2S Fu.1792. finding that position of the zamindars-paying a rent, and 

- being liable, ultra and beyond that, to yield military service., 
I will only just quote a paragraph that I recollect in a letter. 

F.eu~ ser- of Mr. Beecher's, speaking of what was the custom in Ali
~'l:,~ verdy Khan's time-=-that, in Bengal, the lands are settled 
Khan'stime. upon moderate rents; that, when there is any invasion or, 

any war, they were able to supply and did actually not only 
supply the sovereign for the time being with force, but did, 
in point of fact, assist the sovereign with one kror at one 
time, and fifty lacs at another, that is, a million sterling at 
one time, half a million at another. And he states that, 
besides their malguzari-that is another ·word for a rent-
the jama malguzari, kistbandi, and so on, they did assist their 
sovereign with a million at one time, and half a million at 
another. It is mentioned in. Gladwin's translation of the 
Institutes of the EmperQr' .• \ckbar, that" the subah o( Ben
gal consists of. 24.circars and 787 mahals, the revenue of 
59 krors 84 ,lacs 59,319 sicca rupees, and the zamindars 
furnish also 23,000 cavalry, 801,158 infantry, 170 elephants, 
4260 cannon, and 4,400 boats."· I will not trouble your 
Lordships with a variety of authorities upon this sub
ject, because I do not find it .is much put· upon the 
principles of general law, 'but upon special contract with 
this individual; and, though it seems tome to be neces
sary to understand clearly what is the constitution of Hin
dustan, in order to understand these contracts, yet, perhaps, 
it is enough to state what my ideas are with respect to the 
general right, and the use that I shall afterwards make 
~~ . 

A~mentB With respect to the .contracts that, were made with Bul. WIth Bul· 
want Sing want Sing and his son Cheyt Sing, I apprehend it will be 
~?:g?heyt necessary for those w:ho contend, on the part of Cheyt Sing, 

for his exemption, to establish one of two propositions--either 
that Cheyt Sing was not a subject but an independent 
prince, or that, if he was a subject, he was by some contract 
,exempted from the duty of a subject, that is, this duty in 
particular of military service. I deuy both. 

~:~ ~~!e. First, I deny that he was an independent prince, and 
pe!,dent insist upon it that he was only a. subject, though a very 
pnnce. considerable subject. In the next place, I insist upon it, 

that, being a subject, he could not be exempted from the 
\ ..... 

.. "Ayeeu ',Akbery: or tIle Institutes of the Emperor Akber. Translated 
from the or!g~al PersillD by Francis Glu.dwin," 3 vols. Bvo., Calc~tta, 1784-
1786; vol.I,.~. 17. 
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doty of a subject j and in the last place, that he was not lIS FIIB.179!. 

intended to be exempted. I . deny all their propositions-' 
that he was either independent, an independent prince, or 
that lie was ever exempted; that he could be so, or was 
ever intended to be so. , ' 

And, with respect to independence, I trust it wiUappear, 
when it comes to be examined fairly, ,that it is an entire 
mistake, and that the only sense in which'that word is ever 
used, in anyone part of all the r~cords upon the. subjeCt, will 
be found to be this-and I state It beforehand, 10 order that 
your Lordships may see whether I make good my proposi-
tion or not-that the only independence that Oheyt Sing A.IJsolutein 

or his father ever had was' this-the independent govern- =:ent. 
ment and management of his conntry, as between him and . 
the inhabitants of the country; that his zamindary was 
given to him free and uncontrolled; ,that the internal govern-
ment was meant to be given up to him' entire, without the 
interference of the English Company at all; but that, when-
ever that word is used, if they would but have looked at the 
llame page, the same sentence of' the document, they would 
bave found tbat the word" independent" is constantly qua-
lified in this manner-" under the acknowledged sovereignty but subject 

of the Company;" aOlI that the sovereignty/ of the Com- ~:~ny. 
pany is, in the most positive, express and direct, terms that 
language can import, "reserved, in as full, large and ample, 
a manner 8S ever was held, or might have been held,' by any 
of their former sovereigns." These are . the very words of a 
document ttlat they have quoted, selecting the word" inde
pendent: and leaving it to operate generally, in the full 
and unqnaIiJied Bense of the word .. independent," when, 
in the very same document-in the 'same page-in the 
lame sentence-it is qualified in this manner~" under the 
acknowledged sovereignty of the Company;" with a full, 
explicit, direct, reservation of the sovereignty of· the Com-
pany, and expressly stating his vassalage. So much with 
respect to independence. ' 

In, the next place, with respect to his being exempted ~is obliga. 

from the duty of a subject, I say, that the most express !!ilij=t~ , 
agreement cannot dissolve it'. You cannot be a subject and 
not a subject; and it is treason against the state to suppose 
that it can divide itself: If he is a subject, he must be 
liable to this primary, fundamental, duty of a subject. But, 
when it comes to be examined, what is this idea of exemp-
tion? It will be found to be-and it was s() clearly ex-

VOL. II. z z . 
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!3 Pli:S.1792. pressed that it is astonishing to me how there could be any 
- doubt. about it'-':"that the only exemption that. he ever had 

at all was this-:-to make the rent he paid for his land to be 
,fixed and invariable. But the idea of ever, absolving him 
\,. from the general duty that he owed, the obligation that he 

'was under to perform military services, is the most erro
neous, idea that ever was entertained. He was to have his 
rent fixed and invariabUi. Rent and duty arise in a different 
character and in a different relation, and; therefore, it will be 
found to be all resolvable into these two primary mistakes. 
ltake the liberty 'of calling them so, because I have cor
rectly examined every page and every part of them, and I 
undertake to prove to the satisfaction of everybody that the 
foundation of that error, that we had no,right to call upon 
Cheyt Sing, resolves itse~f into one of these two things
a mistaken idea . of his' independence, or. a mistaken idea of 
his exemption .. ' :' " 

Treaties 'My Loril", '1 Come now to consider, as shortly as possible, 
withCheyt th • f I d d h 
Sing. e treaties. they have al u ed to; an they resolve t em-

selves into' four. periods-the period of 1764 and 1765, 
which I consider as one :-for they have carried us up to 
176t and 1765, which IS in the time of Cheyt Sing's father. 
In order to find out thiS' proposition, we have gone a good 
way for it; we have, gone eleven years,back to find it out 
and to. collect it, if it could be collected, from all the history 
of every tl~ing that a man said ,and .wro~e, &:n~ bits of 
extracts are collected to make out thiS proposItIon :-we 
begin, 1 said, with the years 1764 and 1765; we proceed to 
t.he year 1770, the year 1773, and the year ,1775. ,The 
first' three all rela~e to the period when' he was subject to 
~is former sov~reign, that is, to Suja-ud-Dowla, so long as 
he lived, or to Asoff-ud:-Dowla after Suja-ud·Dowla died, in 
January,1775,' ',. ' 

Treati"".of Your Lordships know that 'this country was formerly 
~ :ir~~he belonging to the !,!ubahdar of Oude, as part of his dominions, 
:,~:da.r or but was obtained, as has been fully explained to your Lord
. . ships, in the year 1775, upon the new treaty made with the 

new Wazir, the Nawab of Oude. The ~~t. therefore, are 
.' treaties, and agreements, and acts, which respectto what was 

the case when it was under his former sovereign. . The last 
.period, your Lordships see, relates to the agreement that we 

lMwant made with him after we had acquired the country. The. 
Sing. first agreement is with Bulwant Sing; and. with respect. to 

him, the first thing that I ,~ee stated is, that he was a .great . ' 
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chief or Immindar. The right honourable Manager w1).o 23 FBB.179!. 

opened this Article said, . that it was of very littleeon~equence 9ut,st!on of 

whether he was a zammdar or only, as Mr. Hastmgs had !'!.t:~.a 
stated, an amin, which is somewhat of an inferior rank; but 

. that be would observe only an instance of Mr. Hastings' 
inaccurac, in calling him an amin, the inaccuracy of :Mr. 
Hastings answer in not admitting him to bea zamindar, 
and tbe inaccuracy of Mr; Hastings' Narrative in stating him 
to. be only an amin. 

Now, with respect to that subject, I agree with the right 
honourable gentleman that it is not of very great importance 
whether he was a zamindar or an amin; but not for the 
reason that he gave, because it is enough for my argument 
it he was no more than a zamindar, but it will not' be suffi
cient for his argument if he cannot prove him to be a prince, 
'which is a different thing from a zamindar; for, if a zamindar 
is a prince, there are a great many princes in India, and in 
fact every landholder is a prince. But, with respect to this 
proposition, since it is selected as an instance of Mr. Hast
rugs' inaccuracy, perhaps it would have been as well to 
be quite sure of your own accuracy upon that subject. I 
do not dispute but that a person who superficially reads these 
documents will find, I believe, in no less than twenty places, 
this man called. a zamindar, and his' country called a za
mindary; and I dare say that every English reader who 
in his closet looks at that will say~" here is a Zamirldar." 
Most undoubtedly, he is called a zamindar in' twenty 
places: they argue upon that, and all the rights, and so ()n. 
But, perhaps, it .might have been supposed, that Mr. Hast:
ings, who bad been .in 'the country, might have ,derived a 
little more accurate knowledge upon the ,subject, and have 
known what was the history of the country and the' persons, 
and of their real right, and that terms are not. always to be 

'absolutely depended.upon, and. that we might h.e deceived, 
perhaps, if we ran away with that idea. Now the real history HistOry of • 

or this prince, as he is called, is matter of. perfect notoriety his origin. 

to everybody in that country-that Bulwant Sing, the father 
of Cheyt Sing, was the son of a man named' [1\Iansa. Ram], 

,who was a sub-collector at the time when the country be
longed to Allahabad, and who was appointed and employed 
by 11 man of tlle name of Mir Rostum Ali, which person he 
supplanted. He got him turned out of his office; he got 
him imprisoned, and he' got the office for himself, and he 

'bought it for his son; nnd, at the same time, he bought the 
zz2 
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IlSI'mL 1m. title of Raja, which, your Lormhips know, does not give 
Purchase any authority, bot is a title of honour, like a Baron in a 
~eor neighbouring country: YOll might purchase it for a lac of 

rupees, which he did give for it. He bought that and the 
office for his son. That is the known history of this prince. 
One benefit arising from this trial is, that, in the course of 
it, it has 80 happened that the matters which are the sub
jects of discussion here have been the snbjects of discussion 
in another country, where, perhaps, there are better oppor
tunities of knowing the truth of them; and I find, in the 
first place, where Lord Cornwallis . had occasion to speak 
of this man, that the very first worW he uses about him 

His m t are these--" It appears that many zamindars were dispoeami:oro 
sessed by Bulwant Sing, when he was employed as amin 

BenareI. of Benares under the father of the late Suja-ud-Dowla." 
Therefore, in the year 1788, this same inaccuracy of Mr. 
Hastings does happen to communicate itself to another person, 
who has made that matter the subject of inquiry. 

But it does not rest there; because it does 80 happen 
that that very point-the dispossessions by this man-were 
the subject of inqWry j and there I find a repor4 made bya 
person npon the spot and in the country who remembered 
him and all his history. He gives the history of all his 
appointments; the time when he got every one of them; 
by whom . he was appointed amin and snb-collector; and 
whom he turned out in order to get that. E\"ery circum
stance is stated; the dates and all the particulars respecting 
them. . . 

Now, for the first proof of inaccuracy respecting the 
character of this man ;--and, where the whole stands upon 
opinion, it is not immaterial to show that you are inaccurate 
in the very first point where you set out. Where YOll are 
charging inaccuracy upon Mr. Hastings, in that very point, 
all the testimony of India concurs with Mr. Hastings, and 
shows that those who charge him with inaccuracy are them
selves inaccurate. I will just read a few of them; they are 
very short. A very intelligent officer from ,Benares says,-

•• I submit a short statement of the dates and manner of the dispos
l!888ion of the eeverallandholders [on the claims of whose present repre
sentation your Lordship in Council ha.s decided; wh8lllle they appear to 
have all happened prior to the accession of the Company to the dewany 
of the province of Bengal and Bahar, or even to the firs~ acquisition of 
Benares by the British arms in the year 1766; so that, although all the 
persons in question were not dispossessed, as your Lordships' 1'I!801utions 
seem to imply. in the lifetime of Sufder Jung (my addresll of the 16th 
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February onlYlpecif'ying the ancestor of GobiIld Jut to have then lolit 23 FBB.179S. 
~he zammdary of KimIet) ; yet the dates of the dispossession of all appear -
to be anterior to the most distant of the periods of. limitation pointed· 
but in the resoluti01l8 of the 11th ultimo, and thereby afford a sufficient 
ground for thelle resolutions. 

" Si!l"td, at the end oj the letter; JOHN DUNCAN, Resident." 

" Read a further extract from the ~me consultation; begiiming at page 
955 of the same book. 

I' TrarulatiOll oJ AmrOUl Sing'. report oj the date I)J the dispossession oj 
IIIndry oj the former landholders oj the district nOUl crnnprising part oj 
the zemindary oJ Benare.:-
II • Meer Rustun Ali Khan was dispossessed from his farms of the 

Cerkarw of Benares, Chunar, and J uanpore J and Bulwant Sing was ap
pointed by the Nabob Saadut Khan, the predecessor of Muzoor Khan, 
CO thtl charge of the collections thereof, on the 21st of the month of 
Suffer in the 1151 of the Hejerah; that is 51 years and 7 months ago. 
-The Raja of Hidjey Gurr was forced to resign his ameldarry of the 
Bidjey Gurr district and to sell the fortress of that name for 70,000 
n. to Raja Bulwant Sing in the Fusilee year 1160; that is 36 years. 
Raja Adel Sing is the present representative of this· family.-Loll 
Bukermajeet, the Raja of Pergunnah Hunlet (the ancestor of Govind 
Jeet and Raja Ram Gholaum) was displaced in 1161 Fusilee; that is 35 
years ago. At that time, Mahommad Khuli Khan and Roy Purtab fling 
were the Naibs of the Soubah of Allahabad and Uude. As there was a 
large blilimce of revenue due from the said Lqll Buckermajeet to the 
afo1't'said Kuli Khan as Naib of Allahabad, Bulwant Sing (who then 
paid his revenue to Roy Purtab Sing, who came to 8I!sist Kuli Khan in 
the expUlsion of Buckermajeet) gave the banker Nundoo. Loll Sahi 
aeeurity for 90,000 n. for the liquidation of the latter balance, and 
thereupon p08le8Sed himself of Kunteel.-The Nabob Abul Mumoor 
Khan, the father of Shajned Dowla, died in 1168 of the Hejera; that is· 
33 yesrs ago.-The Nabob Fuml Ali Khan, of Ghazeepoor, was displaced 
from GhB'leepore in 1169 Fusilee; that is 27 years ago. Beny Behadar 
was at that time Naib of the Soubah of Oude, on the part of the Nabob 
Stija Dowla, and appointed Raja Bulwant Sing to Ghazypoor.- Baboo 
DergbedJey Sing (the father of Raja Bhuggat Sing), then the zemindar of 
Scunga 1ft the Pergunnah of Chowsah, was displaced by force of arms 
by Raja Bulwant SinA' in 1170 Fussilee; tha~is 26 years ago. 

"' Bhowayl Sing, the zemindar of the P~gunnah of Betuah, was dis
posseued by Bulwsnt Sing in the Fussilee year 1171; 25 years ago: "]* 

~t 8~ems to me a lit~)e extra~rdinary that, in this charge, ~ ~~
w hlcb 18 a charge for dlspossesslDg the son, we find now that Dares dis

the whole country was obtained by the di.~possession8 of the l'l';:i= by 

£'lther; that he dispossessed all the zamindars, himself, by SlDg. 

force. Mr. Hastings is accused or dispossessing. the son or 
tbis man-upon a charge or· treason and rebel1ion~or that 
country wllich the father obtained by dispossessing all the 
rightful persons, without any cause at all I shall have 

• hinted in the "Minutes of the Evidence," p. J 46;. 
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!3 FBB.179l1. O<}casion, by-and-by, to show your Lordships how perfectly. 
- nugatory the idea is of Bulwant Sing's ever ha.ving been the 

rightful zamindar. It will be seen by the documents that 
he himself' says, when he comes to make a. proposal to us

Ri. tenure" If you, gentlemen, choose to take possession of' Suja-ud
~o:::..n.,.. Dowla's country"-speaking of Benares-" I will agree to 

hold it, and to pay the revenues to you. a.s I do to him. 
They are under my charge, and if you will take possei!sion 
of his country.I have no sort of objection to get rid of mY' 
master." And that is just the case with his son: he did not 
care a farthing who was his sovereign: he said-;-" if you 
choose to take possession of' the. country, I will serve you as 
I seryed him;" and he did serve us exactly in the same 
manner. 1 

Character of The next point respecting Bulwant Sing is the history,of 
:;:::.ant his character; and your', Lordships' will find it is not at aU 

immaterial here. w~eie. we' are ,going upon opinions, .to see 
whether the charge is correct respecting the true character 
of the persons; for your Lordships will find that the whole of 
this . Article depenwf 'upon the character of Cheyt Sing
whether he was, as one represents him to be, well attached 
to you, a faithful ~amindar, or, on the contrary, a person 
who never was attached a~ all, who was withdrawing and 
withholding all his services; and at last broke out into rebel .. 
lion against you. 

~~Of Now let us take, as. a test how far this Article is to be 
me:ttoth8 depended upon as to his character for affection and attach~ 
Company. ment-Iet us til.ke the first paragraph ~"and the· high 

attachment of' Bulwant Sing." That" early attachment," as 
it is called, to the British nation has been the subject of high 
eloquencEl--" he who fostered the rising power of the Britis~ 
nation, and took theni 'under the wing of his protection from 
his great attachment Iitld love." The services he performed 
I do not mean to qispute: they were negative and positive 
services. His motive is stated.to be, his attachment to the 
British' nation in the early commencement of our power in 
India. Give me leave, in three words, to state his attachment, 
as it appears upon the very identical documents that are se~ 
lected as the proof of this charge. It appears from them that, 
in the month of March, 1764, at the time when we were 
engaged in a war aga~t Suja-ud-Dowla, his sovereign, 
Bulwant Sing, at that time serving his sovereign, made over-:
tures to us, that, if we would secure him independence
that was his aim, and has b!len the aim . of'. his. family from 
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the beginning-if we would make him independent, he would 13 Pn.l79!. 
then come over to us and guit his master. As it was -.. 
thouo-ht at that time to be a matter of great importance to 
deta~ a considerable member of Suja-ud-Dowla's dominions, 
it was a part of the contract made with him to make him 
JDdependent; and the reason given for it was this, say they, 
-" His. is • frontier country; if we lIlal{e him independent, 
he will at all times hereafter be a useful barrier and ally to 
us; it will control the power of the enemy and strengthen 
us; therefore we will make him independent." And this Propooal to 

proposal to make him independent is supposed by a learned =~m 
and honourable Manager to have made him independent; tlen'-

but this. your Lordships will find, was nothing but a pro-
posal. It was never carried into execution at all; for his 
perfidy and breach of all faith and all honour prevented its 
being carried into execution; and this is now stated as a proof 
of his being independent-because he was once proposed to 
be made independent, which proposal was never carried into 
execution at all! We were then marching on towards InsineeritT 

Soja-ud-Dowla's country. The moment· we hung back and:!:."alJi. 
did not go on. the next account we have of Bulwant Sing's 
attachment to the British nation is-that he is gone!. An' 
officer writes upon the subjects that he is perfectly convinced 
that it was all a plan to draw us on. I will read the very 
",ordi', that I may not be supposed to misrepresent the 
attachment of Bulwant Sing :- ; 

"With regard to BulwantSing"_YB MajorCamac-«I am eonvinced = c!. 
be bAlI only been amuaing WI,. [Ind tbM the propoaed alliance WII8 a eon- DaC, • 

~ lCbeme to bring us further on; for, thougn I added my seal to the 
Xabob'l, in a promise of the 80vereignty of his aemindary, on condition 
or his joining with UII, upon my requiring, in proof of biB sincerity, tbM 
be would deliver to my custody the fort of Serounjah (which would have 
been in OUl' rear bf.d we proceeded further up the Gauges), and that he 
would gi"e me a meeting, he evaded both, and never obstructed the 
enemy nor d'orded us the lead supply or gram.- both which] he might 
e&sily haft done.". 

And. I find afterwards. in . the BeDcaal Secret Consultations 
of the 26th ~r April. 176", the following entry :-

Of Received two iettel'll from Major ~"&c., .. advising us tbM he is 
no'll' co'\,rineed from Bulwant Sing's behaviour, of which the Major giV81 
UI an account. that his profell3ed alliance with us 1r8II only a concerted. 
echeme to draw us further on, and 80 favour Shuja Dowla's designs of 
getting between OUl' anDy and Patna." t 
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!I PJIII.IM That is the first commencement of the attachment of this 
man to the British' nation. It 1S a violent attachment to his 
own interest and independency! The moment we retreat, 
his attachment grows cold, and away he got'.s, leaving U8 to 
take 'care of ourselves. There is an end of that contract, 
which was proposeft and relied upon as nlllking Bulwant 
Sing independent, but which never was carried into exj!CO

tion. We hear no more of him till after the battle of 
fWwant Buxar, on the 23d of October, 1764. That has • wonderful 
~"t t!le effect upon Bulwant Sing's attachment, because the British 
g:nJ:'t'lrel~ troops were successful in that battle. They routed Soja-ud
Busar. Dowla's troops completely, and we got possession of this 

BiBsu"
quentoffer 
to hold 
under the 
~mpalQ'. 

-very country of Guzerat; and Bulwant Sing was serving 
with his army in the battle of Buxar against us. Though 
his proposal to assist us was in March; 1764, on the 23d of 
October -following, he was acting as a powerful enemy 
against us, nnder his' sovereign; assisting Snja-ud-Dowla 
with a body of ten thousand horse, as he was bound to do by 
the obligation of bi's tenure. 

Mr. Stables mentions that he was about to cross over into 
our country and to invade it, when the battle of Buxar 
defeated that plan. We having got possession of his conn
try, having defeated Suja-ud-DowL'l, then comes this well
attached man. 'Vhat is the proof he gives of his attachment? 
Why, he says-" If you choose to take possession of Suja-nd
DowIa's country, then I will hold of you as I held it of him j" 
-Qnd he mentions, or his agent for him, that the country 
produces twenty-four lacs-" I pay him twenty-one as my 
rent." " The Raja" -says his agent-" is a very punctual 
paymaster; he is a, man who keeps steady to his engage
ments; he pays his rents regularly to the day. Take him; 
he is a good paymaster. Yon will never have a better renter et:':::. than he is." Upon which, at the intercession of the Nawab, 
who was then with us, and who wanted to be paid out of 
these revennes, and because it was thought that Bulwant 
Sing, who had maintained himself in great power, was a great 
man, the persons on the spot actually entered into contract 
with him, and let him the land upon the same terms &8 he 
he held them upon before. ;I 

~0II8IIr8 But I find, with respect to this attached gentleman, by 
Gov':""" the letter from the Governor and Council to Major Munro 
:::h~Dcil upon, that subject, when they heard of it, that they were 
COIltJacL not pleased with· that contract being made with him; because 

they did not feel the warmth of this gentleman's attachment 
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10 strongly as the Article does. They 8I\y-" The double is FBJl.l~ 
part tha.t he acted in the beginning of the war sufficiently -
warne U8 to put no confidence in him; and, therefore, if he 
ball not already been permitted to join, or if you have not 
entered into any engagements with him, we would bave him 
disp088essed of the country, a.nd his person, if possible, 
secured." They have, therefore, a. cold sense of his attach-
ment; they have a strong opinion, on the contrary, that he 
W118 a man who acted so double a part at the beginning of 
the war that they could put no confidence in him, and 
they were desirous to have him dispossessed of his property, 
and hi. person, if possible, secured. This is the person 
whose attachment to the British nation is set forth in the 
beginning of the Article, to conciliate the favour of the 
British nation to him I When the Governor and Council 
are informed of the agreement that had been made with him, 
they Eay_U Weare sorry you have agreed with him before 
we knew of it; but, as you have, we will adhere to the 
engagement you made with him.'; He is permitted to enjoy 
the coQntry. 

One proof of his attachment I had forgot: he 8I\Ys-" I 
will take the country from you, but there is a little adjoining 
land I should be glad to have thrown in too." He would 
do us the great favour of taking the country upon the same 
terml!; but he hoped we would add to it a little more, and 
he would pay rent for it as he did for the rest. His attach- 8ecc?nd de

ment lasted but a short time, for, upon Major Munro's con- =:':117 
tinuing stationary in the month of December sl\bsequent to ~r':'ulwant 
thie, and upon Soja-ud-Dowla's moving and, I belip,ve, in-
Testing Chunar-however, upon his being active-the next ' 
accouDt we have is, Bulwant Sing is eloped; he is gone 
oft' again; he has a violent attachment to you, but, when 
there is a chance of matters coming round, again, the next 
&eeount is, he has eloped. This is the man that is attached 
80 much to the British nation I 

. Major Munro was succeeded by Sir Robert Fletcher; and 
Sir Robert Fletcher, in a letter which he writes ill' January, 
1765, when he takes the command of the army, saY8-" I 
knoW' what will bring back Bulwant Sing; a general engage
ment is the thing that works upon his attachment" Upon 
which, Sir Robert Fletcher immediately moves; he becomes 
active; he pursues Suja-ud-Dowla and brings him out to 
attack him; there is a chance or success and Bulwant Sing's Benewed 

attachment retums! He comes back ~"1lin and says, he hopes Bubmiaaion. 
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~PBll.17DS. we will gi:ve'him the country -again. Upon which. evell 
-.. -, after this had happened, we still :persever~ in. the sam~ line 

.of benevolent and kind conduct towards him, and we put him 
again in possession of the country .. The :Soard say, when 
they heard of that, after the part he had acted. that they 
are much displeas'ed with it; and they write respecting this 
attached man in these terms :~ . 

Reflections .. This man acted from the first so wavering Ii. part that we expresSed, 
o,rtheCoun_ in our instructions to Major Munro after the battle of BUXBr, our wish I 

cu. to hav~ no connection with him; but rather that his person should be 
secured and some other person placed in his zeminilary who was more to 
be relied on. HQwever, the Major had, previous to the receipt of 
these instructions, admitted him ·to a treaty, and on the faith thereof we 
consented to abide by it. Iii this alao he failed; and, therefore, it is our 
intention to trust him no further; which sentiment is also expressed by 
the General, in his letter of the 15th of January from Cossimbazar, where 
lie points him out as one by no means to be depended on; that this 
is sufficient to inspire us with the' strongest doubts' of his :fidelity, 
and see but too much cause to apprehend, if Shuja Dowla shoUld again 
move this way with aily considerable force, or our army at anytime 
receive a check, that he will be the ·first to break his engagements in 
favour of the enemy; and, as his situation will always place him between 
our provinces and our army, he may be able to do us much mischief if 
allowed to keep up a force; tbat after Bulwant .Sing', in violation of his 
treaty, had'deserted our army, it was, as before observed,.our wish that 
the country had been placed in. the hands. of some person on whose 
:fidelity we might at· least have had some dependence, and whose troops 
might have been an addition to oUr own strength, in case of a renewal 
of the war; but, as it appears that Bulwant Sing has again been received 
back on the faith of proIllises made by them, that we shall abide by 
them, though we wish none had been made till our sentiments had been 
known: that we can now only recommend that & strict eye be kept 
upon his cOnduct and correspondence, and that he be not allowed to' 
maintain such & body of forces as may on .any occasion be detrimental. 
to us." * 

(I1lterruption by Earl Stanhope.~" What is' the date of 
thaH" 

Mr.,Flumer replies.]-It is the consultation on the 1st 
of April, 1765; They are all collected together in the report 
of the Select Committee of the House. of Commons. " 

Now, my Lords. I should not have thought, after looking 
at these docilments, that Bulwant Sing's attachment to the 
British nation, would. have been, stated at this very time---; 
for this is the very time they are' speaking of. that he was 
attached' to the British nation in 'the commencement of our 
power. 
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.1 beg your Lord~hips will .ob~el'!e how very. differently 23 FBB..171!2.. 

the motive of a natIve of IndIa 18 mterpreted from the mo- Contrilstof 

tive 'of Mr. Hastings. Here the conduct of this man is such tl'~~~e~ 
that nob.ody can read it, who. has not a strongd,isposition.to. ~~~;.,,:t 
believe every thing ill favour of. him, without seeing mani- tHivet~nd ~r. 
~ h h • f hi d . d· as 1IIgs. lestIy t at t emotive 0 . s con uct w~s Interest, a . esrre 
of ind~pendence, and no attachment at all, but the very 
reverse. This man's services are attiibuted to attachment" 
but, with respect tq Mr. Hastings' mbtive, when there is an 
obvious, motive-a clear sense of duty operating / upon his 
conduct-then we are to. hunt out for motives the most im-; 
probable and unnatural-to collect malice; and all the evil 
ima~inations that can infect and poison the human heart are. 
to be imputed to him. This, is . the different manneri~ 
which we look at an Indian and a British s~bject in IndiL 
One man has credit for .attachment, without a grain oEit; 
and another has not credit (or all the great .public services 
and all the acts of duty thf:l.t. he do.es; but they are attri-
buted to malice and to a desire to ruin a man, when it is 
obvious that he was actuated by a di!ferent motive! 
, If you. interpret this to pe att;achment, I do not much ~ of 
wonder how you .mo.uld conceive the son to be attached; ~:t~J!~~ 
because I believe the son' to be just as much attached as 
the father. He is attached as long 8S he can get anything 
by you, and, the moment that his interest or the desire of 
independence presented itself in his way, he, like the fathel'~ 
held back, acting a wavering and a. double part; he stoo~ 
by you no longer than he feared you, and, the moment there. 
was an opportunity given, he revolted from you, and endan-
gered all the British empire in IndiL 

1, therefo.re, hope that, upon ,this subject, where we are 
upon a point of opinion, it has not been quite unnecessary to. 
show the erroneous opinio.ns at the outset with respect to 
Cheyt Sing's being a zamindar, which.. is matter of opinion,. 
and .with respect to ,his motive in the ·point of attach .... · 
ment., I, ehallonly. observe that this, is concluded by a Asserted ad

reference, to the opinion of the cqurt of Directors. It is W::~~rs 
stated, that he was, in the opinion of the court, of signal ofhisser-
8ervice to the affairs of the India Company, I admit' thatVl

Cle8. 

the court of Directors have 8aid-" that his joining us at 
the time he did waS of signal service." You have left, out 
the words" joining us at the time he did," and put it as a 
general . proposition, that he was of signal service. His' 
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211 ~179!. signal service was that sort of service that I have stated; 
and the point I dispute is not his service. bnt his motive. 

I would only just obsen-e here, how we are to han re
course to the opinions of the court of Directors with respect 
to the services of Bnlwant Sing, and in what way we are to 
have recourSe to the opinion of the same body with respect 
to the sen-ice of :Mr. Hastings. The opinion of the court 
of Directors as to the partial service of this man is quoted 
and relied upon, when the docnmenta [which] are before 
yon [show] what his sort oC services were. The opinion of 
the court of Directors as to the long, faithful and merito
riOU!!, -services of :Mr. Hastings, has been collected from his 
whole life oC service, which is corroborated by the expe
rience oC all his conduct. That is to be thrown out of the 
scale; which, I admit, in estimating the guilt or innocence 
of :Mr. Hastings, it ought to be. I only observe how their 
opinion, when they say a word in favour of • man who is 
taken up as an object of favour, is pressed upon yon; and 
the opinion of the same body, speaking universally and in 
unqualified terms, with the concurrent approbation of all 
the Proprietors and all the people of India, to the long, 
faithful and meritorious, services of :Mr. Hastings-that is 
rejected and has no weight at all. 

ElF"'" ~ tbe The treatY was made, and, we having for a time acquired 
~ witIa the sovereignty of the country from the King, the effect of 
DOwIa. the treaty was-as given in evidence by the :Managers for 

the prosecution-to put Bnlwant Sing in possession of his 
country; to restore him .., .... in in ,tatu quo. He was to be 
reinstated in the situation in which he was before, and the 
country was restored to Snja-ud-Dowla. At the time when 
we were interfering in behalf of all those who had given us any 
assistance in the course of the war, • stipulation W88 made 
in favClur oC Bulwant Sing, and he was actually restored to 
the I)()I!8eI!Sion oC his country, when Suja-nd-Dowla was re
srored to the possession oC his country; and the fifth Article 
speaks oC the country now rented by Bnlwant Sing in the 
nry terms of the treaty. That was treated of when we 
took notice oC it at the time; it was read as a mere inter
ruption and oC no sort of consequence. 

The treaty oC 1765, which was made with Suja-ud-Dowla, 
8tipqlatioD has nothing at all to do with the case, because it leA; matters 
!ir,.': =- just as they were before, excepting this-Suja-ud-Dowla 
wao$ Sins- I!tipulates to keep Bulwant Sing in possession of his country •. 

• 
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That is, we foree the sovereign of the country to replace lIS J'BB.l791: 

Bulwant Sing in the possession of his country, notwith- -
.tanding the treason and rebellion which he has been guilty . 
of against him. Pretty hard terms to impose upon Suja
ud-Dowla! This man first came and served him as a 
tributary and afterwards turned against him, but, he having 
eome over to us and Suja-ud-Dowla having fled into Our 
camp and delivered himself to us, we insisted upon his 
putting this man in possession of his country and continuing 
to receive his rent 88 before. 

The efl'ect of that treaty then was, to leave him as he was PositiODOt 

before. What was Bulwant Sing then before? I have :i~~ant 
shown your Lordships what he was; but I will admit, for 
the purpose of the argument, that Bulwant Sing was a 
nominal zamindar and had the power and authority of a 
zamindar; then do not contend for more than that. It is in 
evidence,in the first place, that he paid a rent to. Suja-ud-
Dowla, by hi. own declaration, of twenty-one lacs, a year, 
for his eountry-the very . same rent. which Cheyt Sing 
afterw~ paid, only increasedJ to twenty-three-and he at 
the same time is found ae facto to "be performing his other 
duty;· he is in the field in arms assisting Suja-ud-Dowla as 
bis vassal with ten thousand cavalry. We see hera what 
were the rights. of the father, the person whom they refer 
to as the criterion and the standard of all the son's rights. 
Here are both the obligations proved, consisting, in the·father, 
of the payment of a rent and the performance of his duty as 
" vassal, by serving with his troops in the army of his 
sovereign Suja-ud-Dowla. 

I recollect that there is a. particular account-I cannot . 
refer to the passage now, but I remember" gentleman who ~ilitaryser
was examined in another place upon this subject, who ,vas d!,~reb; 
personally acquainted with Bulwant Sing, was asked, whether fi"::.an' . 
the zamindllrs of Oude furnished military assistance to their 
sovereign, and he. Wa answer to that, singles out as a man of 
all others that did so-Bulwant Sing! Says he,-" Bulwant 
Sing kept up an army, and BulwaJit Sing always furnished 
troops to his sovereign;" so that, even at the time when the 
other zamindars did not, he paid his rent and furnished 
troops to Suja-ud-Dowla, his sovereign. It appears by 
Mr. Stables' evidence, which js before your Lordships, that 
he did; and, I think, Mr. Stables has proved likewise tbnt a 
vassal is bound to do it, though Mr. Stables bad an idea. that 
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Il3 jl!ll, 179!. he was aiming at independence. Was he independeni ? No'; 
-but he was aiming at independence. Your Lordships will 
find, throughout all the Articles, it is s~ted that the rights of 
Bulwant Sing are the rights of 'Cheyt Sing. 'Here! have 
it established that, at most, Bulwant Bing was only Ii zamin
dar; and that he performed' both, the duties of the'payment 
Qf a rent and the performance of military service. . 

Motives for , The next period referred to is the' year 1770. Bulwant 
upholding 
Bulwaut Sing, from the year 1765 to the year 1770, ,remained in 
Sing. posseB$ion-and I would just beg-leave to' observe that there 

is a 'great mistake, as it' seems to me, in considering the 
policy- of our country -with respect to :this subject. Your 
Lordships will find that it was a considerable object':':""'inas
much as it was a frontier country-to establish an interest 
there; to protect him against Suja-ud-Dowla, his sove
'rl)ign; to prevent his sovereign ever turning him out of-the 
'country; to keep him inipossession of that power and au
tllority, and that reiJ.f~ I that he had been established in by 
the treaty of .Allahabad, in the year 1765; and they say 
that it was not from any idea of his love or attachment to us, ' 
but because he knows that he will be turned out the moment 
We 'withdraw our protection from him; Suja-ud-Dowla 'has 
no regard for him or his son; and it is our interest that he 
should stay in, because he is in possession of that country...:... 
he can be a check upon Suja-ud-Dowla, and can assist us, in iI. 
'place circumstanced as his country is, , as a frontier country. 

g!!h;:n: t~~~:aex! t~~~ !s ;:liti~e:l7!0~s!1l ~~~o:tio:o~: 
~=res to procure, upon the death of Bulwant Sing, the same situa
~~~r. ~~ tion for his :son Cheyt Sing. It appears that thatwns 
':tl:.. done, not w!thout considerable difficulty ~ for Suja-ud-Dowla 

had determmed-as Mr. Harper, Itbmk, wntes--not to 
permit the son to have po!!sessions of the country. He did 
not like the family.. I do not wonder at it. He had deter
mined at least not to'suffer him'to have the same power, 
because keeping ilp troops and forts in that situation was 
too much power given to a subject-and particularl~ to such 
a subject-because it might be abused; he had determined 
to lessen -that power, and he, went to- Benares upon the 
subject. It appears th~t the ;East, India Company ~nterferea 
on the part of Cheyt Smg. , ' 

9he:yt. Sin~ Now who was this Cheyt Sing who was raised up to such 
1Ilegltimate. • !l I th fi t 1 h - ·n· . -' t an ilounence r n e rs pace, e- was an 1 egttlma e son, 
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and, of course, he had, no right of succession a.t all, if his 113 FEB. 1792. 

father had any authority. But, in truth, his father had -
none; and' he was jealous and apprehentlive lest his son 
should have an idea that he had a right. It is stated to be a ~is SUWlS· 

f t d 1· h' f Ch 810n secured matter 0 grea e lcacy to procure t e appomtment 0 eyt with ditli. 

Sing, and it is, after all. ,made as, a matter of conQ'act, ~ulty. ' 

obtained for Cheyt Sing by the payment of a sum of money. 
I think: seventeen lacs are paid down to purchase it, and an 
increase of the rent, of two lacs and a half, swelling it up 
from twenty-one to about twenty-three; 'and it was at our 
earnest request and recommendation that the country was 
got fdr him, which otherwise he would never have 'had. 
Cheyt Sing was a Brahman of an inferior caste; he was the 
son of a Rajaput woman-that is, a person that, was a 
captive in war-and she sustained a character upon which 
we have heard many observations. She was' trained up a. 
dancing girl, I believe, but she was afterwards received by 
Bul want Sing, and the consequence was the birth of Cheyt 
Sing. But, inasmuch as he was ignoble in his birth on the 
part of. his mother, none of the persons of the high caste of 
Brahmans would ever eat with him; and he' did ~tually 
imprison 80me of them. as a. punishment, because they would 
not condescend to eat with him, inasmuch as he was a man 
of an inferior caste. But, notwithstanding tha.t, we procured ChT '!:ril: 
it for him: he was the' only male, of the family. Bulwant fh: f.:;;iti.to 

Sing had a daughter,' who was married to Durbejey Sing, !r!~ndsnt 
w hose son is the present Raja; so that he had a grandson, 8r~~lwant 
a legitimate descendant through his daughter-the present 
Raja; but, as this illegitimate person was a son and a fa-
vourite of his father-he was, 1 believe, grown up at that 
time-and it being a great object with the Company to 
have somebody there that might lean upon them entirely, 
nnd be held by his interest steady to us-on that account 
,we interfered to get it for Cheyt Sing at that time. The ~satisfac. 
Brahmans were offended at \t, and they sa.id-" The right of §~~:~:. 
inheritance is not in this man, but itought.to be, if there is 
Jlny .right at all, ill. the other j" and they contended for the 
person who was I!- 'regular Brahman and legitimate. ' But the 
Company then say---" That is all the p.l.rtiality of the Brah-
mans for their own sect, but, this is the proper man; we will 
support him."And they did support hini, and got the 
'country for him. 

I 1 ' l' 'h' L" 'h Ch S· Cheyt Sing's , . t appears c ell:r y, ,t erelore,' t at eyt mg entirely Oblig:tion 

'owed his situation to us.: 'He' never would have had it but :fo~:any. 
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18 Fu.17111. for the interposition of the English; he got it without any 
- antecedent right; he got it by our interposition, hy' the 

Jl(lyment of a 8um of money. So much with. respect to th<; 
year 1770. . . . 

t~:nof All that I find done in the year 1773, which is the next 
~ per!od referred toJ was the authority to Mr. Hastings to go 
him of the Up mto the country and renew the sanads on .behalf of Chey~ 
torts. Sing; for, it appeared that, notwithstanding Suja-ud-Dowla 

had put Cheyt Sing in possession of the country, yet he was 
so adverse to him and conceived what he had done in 1770 
as of so little validity that, notwithstauding the contract he 
made with him, he had determined to dispossess him of his 

Interven. forts...,..as appears by the report made by.Mr. Hastings upon 
~. that occasion-and to exact a sum of ten lacs more from 

him. Upon which, Mr. Hastings, with that kindne$s that he 
has always shown to this~ily, went up there and interfered 
in his behalf. He desired Suja-ud-Dowla not, in defiance of 
his contract, to dispossess him. of the country without any 
cause at all And one ~of the dec1aratioM made by Mr. Hast
ings is laid hold of-as if that had anything to do wi~h the 
case-of Mr. Hastings stating to Suja-ud-Dowla that h~ 
thought .the contract he had made with Cheyt Sing was 
obligatory, which fixed the rent and fixed him in the sue-

CbeytSing cession of the country. Accordingly, Suja-ud-Dowla desists 
constituted £ th d th' d a umindar. rom at purpose, an a contract was en ma e-not a 

treaty, but there was a. kaul-nama made out by Suja-ud
Dowla to Cheyt Sing, making him a regular zamindar. It 
is, I believe, to him and his heirs, and fixing his rent:, it • 
became then for the first time fixed. And your Lordships 
will find. that is a most material pointjin·the cause, that in 
that kaul-naQUl, which is in evidence before your Lordships, 

=~of the same thing was done then which wa.· .. in 1773, done 
afterwards by. us-namely, to fix the rent and to make it 
invariable.. T.here it is expressly said to be exclusive of the 
zama. "This rent," says he, ".shall never be increased." 
The rent, which had been variable after his father's death, 
upon the son's succession was Dot to vary any more. The 
annual rent that he paid for his land was to be fixed and 
permanent; he was to hold it, paying that r.ent and paying 
DO more. . ' 

Cheyt Bing That was the contract made with him. But did that 
no&ex- b fi· h· bs I h· f: th bli . emptedfrom contract, y xmg 18 rent, a 0 ve un rom eo gatioD 
::::,re:t a . that his father was under before him and that he continued 

Jlnder ~ Is there the least word or hint of it...,..that, besides 
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fixing the rent, yoo shall be absolved from yoUr auty ? Not !I Fl!B.l';9S. 

the lea.;;t idea of it: and yet, according to the present argu-
ment, it might just 8S much be said that Cheyt Sing, in 1773, _ 
when IUs rent was fixetl, was absolved from obligation to 
perform any military duty! :Mr. Hastings' declaration then llr. Hast

and hi~ declaration in 1775 was this, and is a clear and a~decla
rational declaration-that. consistently with his contract, you 
cannot raise his rent. The rent is fixed and the time of 
payment is fixed. month by month i and it was just as 
much a breach of contract for the 8OVerei",crn to break 
that 8S (or a commoo L'Uldlord to break the contract with 
hi:. tenant in this coontry. You cannot demand the rent 
before it is due, nor more rent than yon h.·we agreed to let 
him the country for. Mr. Hastings said-cc Yon are bound 
to give him the conn try at such a rent; you cannot raise it 
after you have fixed it." And that was all the declaration 
lIr. Hastings ever made upon the subject. 

The declaration of Mr. Hastings in the year 1773 is 
quoted; and your Lordships will find it to be the subject of 
a p&ra.,<YTapb in a speech made by:Mr. Bristow at Suja-nd. 
Dow la's court, in the year 1775; and there is given verbatim 
the speecb that he made upon the occasion. Why, my 
~rds, :Mr. Bristow, when he was sent up. in the year 1'175, 
to procure Benares, antecedently to it being actually trans-
ferred. seems to have acted the part of a good negotiator, 
for he was to lessen the value of the thing he was to 
get, and 80 he swaggers and talks higb to AsofF-ud-Dowla. 
" "Ohy you have little authority over this man; his country ~ 
is at a great distance from you i he is a zamindar protected::: = 
by us. and not to be put upon a footing with your other ~~ereo' 
z:unindars." No; he was not upon a footing with the other ~ other 

umindars, because hi:. rent was fixed. because he was pro- s:amiDdan. 

tected by us. When A.solF-ud-Dowla wanted to take the 
rent in advance, the Board sent up and directed :Mr. 
Bristow to interfere and tell him he could not do that. 
And that is the declaration that is quoted as having an 
application to this subject ;-that, because he told him-
.. yoo are not to take his rents in advance-you cannot take 
them before tbey are due "-therefore yon have no right to 
call upon him for military services I 

lIre Bristow 88YS-" There were a good many people 
present witb AsofF-nd-Dowia, then. talkinO' with him upon 
this subject: I thought it might be as'" well· to make a 
speech to him." He begins and 88YS,-" Cheyt Sing is a 

VOL. IL 3 A. 



~ Pm!. 179!. protectednian by us, ancl is not to be put upon a footing wltli 
- your other zamindars.» And these :expressions are quoted, 

word for word, in this Article. ; I certainly admit the 'de
elaration; but it does appear to· me: t6 be just as relevant as 
a speech made . by . anybody ·e1s~ upon any otliet: subj~t, 

Transfer. 
enceot 
Benares to 
the Com
pany_ 

would have been, to be put into tbis Article. '. 
We come next to'the last and to the most important 

period, the year 1775, attha tim~ when: the country was 
transferred to . us. . And, niy Lords, ·bef~re I consider that; 
I would, in the first place, as~· y~Ur Lordships whether, if 
Asoff-ud-Dowla, before he ~ansferted the sovereignty to us, 
had engaged in war and had called upon Cheyt Sing for his 
assistance, upon what pretence could we have prevented it, 
consistently with any of the contracts that were antecedent 
to that time P If we h~ quoted any of the treaties, he 
would have said-" these relate to his rent; they have 
h~ve ~~thing to do with h~:d~'y .. His father paid the r~nt, 
and his father perfor~ed th~ ~ilty." , He succeeded, according 
to your own account, as: it ·is'-Said in the fiftn paragraph or 
this Article. upon the ·same termS as his father, Bulwant 
Sing, excepting only" the increase of tribute heretofore 
mentioned-admitting that no other alteration was made in 
the "tenure of this ~ail but fixing the rent which is called 
tribute. It appears likewise in a subsequent part that; 
after the transfer had been made to us, Cheyt Sing con· 
tinued tg hold upon the same terms as his father had donll; 
excepting the increase of rent. Therefore, it I have satisfied 
your. Lordships what were the rights of the father, it follow~ 
. what were' the rights of the son at that time, so long as h~ 
continued the subject of Suja-ud-Dowl&., Then' it comes to 
this point :~if he was made a prince, if he was exempted, 
be must have been exempted by the last contract in .~ 77 5. 

Contract of Now, 'I do beg your Lordships' attention· to, this. most 
1776. extraordinary account that is given of this contract in the 

year. 1775-the most important ~ontract of ,all, because the 
last contract-to see in what way it is represented. The 
first thing that I will point out to your Lordships' attention 
is paragraph nine of the Article-stating that, some time iIi 

Proposal by the year 177 5, }'Ir •. Hastings did propose and carry into 
~~ ~a:- Council a resolution, "that it should be made a condition of 
~:.:'~l~~~e the treaty then negotiating with the Wazir, that Raja Cheyt 
indthepe!'tydent Sing- should exercise a. free and independent authority in hiS 
au on. dooiinions, subject only to the' payment of :Lis tribute." 

This i~ inserted as" a prQPositionintended to be ca~ed"i~to 
:. ~ .J,.l .. __ .. ' f 
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execution in a future negotiation. Anybody. in reading "lis FBlI.179~ 
this. would have concluded that this proposition was after-
wards" carried into execution; and yet your Lordships 
will find it never was" carried into execution! It is a plan ~ot carried 

once intended. but afterwards dropped. " And here they ~r~.execu. 
have inserted in" this Article a proposition in Council of a 
thing once intended to be. and· they have, at the end, stated 
that Mr. Hastings was bound" to observe all these treaties~ 
stipulations and engagements. stating this as one of them.! 
It certainly was true that.· at one time. Mr. Hastings in~ 
tended, morder to mitigate and to lessen the ignominy and 
disgrace that he thought would fall.upon the British nation 

-by that scandalous breach of all treaties-the"determination 
that they all expired upon the death of Suja-ud-Dowla-in 
order to mitigate the disgrace that would fall upon th\'l 
nation by that. Mr. Hastings said.-;..:" I propose. if anything 
is to be done about Benares. that Cheyt Sing be inade mde
pendent. Let him pay his tribute to us the same as to his 
former Jlovereign, and. in all other respects, be made inde-:
pendent." But Mr. Hastings further says-" I propose this 
with reluctance, because it is only in consequence of ihe 
resolution that you have made in the .morning. that all 
treaties expire. I am very unwilling to do it; but. upon 
the footing oC what you have done; 1; propose this," 

My Lords~ only advert to dates. This proposition is in 
March, 1775 ; the treaty with Asoff-ud-Dowla" was made on 
the 21st of May, 1775; and this proposition which Mr. Bris
tow was sent up to negotiate was afterwards dropped.. And 
I will only beg lour Lordships to observe what is the 
treaty. given in eVIdence by themselves npon this subject-.:.... 
etated in thie Article-[the terms] of an intended negotia
tion with the. Wazir. Here is the treaty. and it is impossible 
for a treaty in more elearancldistinct termS to convey the 
eovereignty absolutely to the Company. 

The fifth Article of the treaty nui.de with· Asoff-ud-Dowla TenoR or the 

upon tJ1e 21st of May, 177 5,is,-,. ,. =:~utth 
, .. The- Baid Nabob (for the defence of the country, as before 8peci1l.e~ Dowla. 
declares that he has given up, ·of his own free 1I-ill. and accord, unto the 
the English Company, all the districts' dependent on Rajah Cheit 
Sin~. together with the land and water dues] and the sovereignty of the 
said distr!cts in perpetuity. "That the English COlI).pany shall, after om! 
month and .a half from the date of this treaty, taka upon them the 
~ereignty and possession of the districts' under- Rajah, Cheit Sing, as 
hereu~der specified."· ., • 

.. Pri~ted in the" Miilute~ ortli~ Evidence," p.51. 
3A 2 



'14~ Defence ~ the .J'i~stCharge-BmaTU: 

I!S l'mL 1m. ·And then, in an agreement afterwards, it I!llys,-
" The possession and sOvereignty in perpetuity of the said districta 

under the said Rajah, withom incumbrances, [deJay, dues, debts, tnncaWB, 
etc.] I wholly ~e up to the English Com~y."· 

Now, is it not very extraordinary that this Article quotes 
a proposition intended to be a treaty which never was a 
treatr? And these words of the Article itgelt are represented 

l!oY""";"'ly in the manner that I will state to your Lordships. Your 
~ '" Lordships will see that, in the argnment I am pressing, the 
-. whole point is-sovereignty. I am contending to establish 

sovereignty; they who contend on the part of Cheyt Sing 
are to avoid sovereignty. 

](~ See how this Article is worded. P~o-raph the tenth is-
aentahons -

::; tbeArticle .. 'Thai an assignment; w8a afterwanls obtained from the 'mer to the 
ehar!!e. Company of the tribute payable by the said Rajah; pari of the rights of 

superiority which the said Vizier was entitled to hold and to bestow were 
transfened.. .. 

cc The rights of superiority~" aud "an assignment or the 
tribute !" - Where did Jhey get these words! "An assign
mElDt of the rights of superiority!" -Why, it looks to me a3 

if this had been written by some person wbo wished to avoid 
that hateful word, sovereignty. .. Get hold of some peri
phrasis----i!ome other word that will express it; do not touch 
upon the word sovereignty: an assignment of the tribute 
and the rights of superiority, but avoid the word sovereignty; 
that is death to the argument." It is a most astonishing 
thing: there are no such words as these":"''' an a..'"!;ignment 
of tribute "-" an assi.,onment of rights of superiority." It 
is a most ingenious periphrasis, after you are to get hold of 
the word to ron away from it. One would have thought that 
tltis had been drawn up-I beg pardon for anything that 
might be thought disre..--pectful-by somebody that was so 
democratical that he would avoid everything that had any 
appearance of sovereignty. "Keep clear of that word; 

, make use of any roundabout expressions; call it 'tribute;' 
. call it ' assignment of the rights of superiority' -everything 
but the rights of soverei",auty:' And yet here is this word, 
sovereignty, the plainest that can be. I do not wonder 
that there should be mistaken conclusions from such pre
mises. 

It then states, in the most extraordinary manner, in para
graph the eleventh-and ~ confess, I never in all my life saw 

.. Printed in the • lIiDutes of the EYideDee, • p. 51. 
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such a composition as that is. This paragraph is composed of 23 FB1I.1792. 

extracts picked out from a great number of different sen- -
tenceB, and the remainder of the sentences are left behind, 
which contain a directly contrary meaning. I will entreat 
your Lordships to compare paragraph the eleventh with the 
documents that are quoted, and you will see, when the whole 
is put together, that the direct contrary of the inference 
conveyed by this para.:,ar.lph will be the result of the exami-
"nation. 

After the Company had acquired the sovereignty-which Contract of 

they did, your Lordshipil see, upon the 21st of May, 177 5, ~~Ch=.J' 
by a treaty that was afterwardd confirmed, in Jnne, 1775, I Sing,inm5. 

think-the first object was to make a new contract with " 
Cheyt Sing; and, my Lords, it is very material to attend to 
the manner in which that was done. On the 12th of· June, 
1775, five propositions were brought forward by Mr. Hast-
ings. Next, the actual contract is made in consequence of 
them, which was reduced into regular conveyances, SllDads, 
kabuliyats; of which there were three sets at different periods, 
in consequence of objections that were made by the Raja to 
particular expressions in them, and they were not finally 
perfected till tbe 5th of April, 1776. These are two docu
ments-the pl"Opositions that preceded and the contract that 
followed. And, las~y, the instructions to Mr. Fowke, which 
were upon the 16th of August, 1775, I think, and a letter 
of Mr. Hastings to Cheyt Sing. " 

. The proJlOstions will be found in page 53 of the printed 
evidence; the resolutions of the Council upon it are in 
page 55. and were upon the 5th of July, 1775. The sub
tlequent instructions to Mr. Fowke are in page 57, and 
the letter of Mr. Hastings in page 59. All these and the 
contracts" afterwards were produced at your Lordships· 
instance; for the contracts were not produced till your 
Lordships were sO good ~to call for them, and they are in 
page 70. 
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CONTINUATION - OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS 
PLUMER, ESQ.,COUNSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, 
IN DEFENCE UPON THE FIRST ARTICLE . OF 
THE CHARGE, RELATING TO BENARES; 29 ~EB
BUARY, 1792. 

illPlI1I.179l1. My,LORDS, it is impossible for me sufficiently to express 
the deep sense I entertain of :your Lordships' great conde
scension, in the high honour which you have been pleased to 
do me in the attention paid to my imperfect endeavours to 
discharge the arduous and important duty which is imposed 
upon me. Flattered by this. encouragement, I hope I may 
presume to consider- myseI£ 'at liberty to proceed in the same 
manner to ,examine the grounds upon which these. heavy 
-imputatioIiS have been' cast -upon Mr; Hastings, and under 
which he has so long :and, as I hope your Lordships will 
feel, so undeservedly laboured. - After so many days have 
been occupied in long 'and eloquent descriptions upon 
matters that are not in -charge, I am BIlre your Lordship~ 
will not <refuse, to· a plain argument upon matters that are 
in charge, that portion of time which the nature of the 
Imbject.:.:...which ·the length and intricacy of the Articles to 
be discussed-render unavoidably necessary. 

ArticIg d My Lords, the question of right,which I was proceeding 
{:-;'.!rio~ o~n to discuss when -I, had last the honour of attending your 
nght. Lordships, seems to me to. be that upon which this first 

'Article materially depends; and I am persuaded it will be 
found not to' be matter of mere verbal criticism--:...which I 
should be ashamed to have recourse to upon an occasion like 
this-in discussing accurately the grounds upon which .the 
proposition maintained on the part of the prosecution is 
founded, to examine it correctly. When, upon the terms 
that are used-upon the expressions and phrases in the 
particular documents-important conclusions are drawn, it 
becomes me to examine what the words of the particular 
documents are upon which this main question depends. 

Your Lordships will recollect, that, in following the pro
secutors through the preliminary matter of history given 
upon this subject, I had brought tho consideration of it 
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down to the year 1775, and had endeavoured to establish, SU'l!l!.l~~ 
that, at that period of time, Cheyt Sing 'was neithe:.: inde- Cheyt Sing 

pendent nor exempt from the duty that he owed to his ~..':,~:ffi.~t 
Ilovereign, to afford military assistance. I endeavoured to tary service. 

do that. by showing the rights that were enjoyed and the 
duties that were paid by this family at different periods of 
time j and, by the admission of the prosecutor himself, that 
in the year 1770, in the year 1773; and in the year 1775, 
prior to the new contract made with Cheyt Sing" no other 
Illteration had been made in the tenure and condition of this 
zamindar than merely in the variation-, of his rent. I pre':. 
lIume, therefore, to consider that, at this period of time, Cheyt 
Sing was, though a powerful, though an .opulent and pro.,. 
tected •. zamindar, yet that he was no ·more than a zamindar: ~u~jectpo. 

d I h I.' 'd h' h sltlonofa an presume, t erelore, to conSI er t 1Iot, lDasmuc as a zamindar. 

zamindar is nota prince but a subject, a landholder,.that, 
at that period of time, he . was ,neither a prince nor in~ 
dependent. If he wall a prince the whole country is filled 
with princes, because all the land is in the holding of, zamin.,. 
dan jand, whether it be a great zamindar ora_littI~ 
zamindar, he is still no more than a zamindar. " 
, My Lords, whatever rights, therefore, he, had, ultra and 
beyond what belonged to allzamindars,must be matte!' of 
eJl:prees grant. I have endeavoured to show that all the A fixed rent 

d t ad ·'h h' ted . I' t eoncededto antece en contracts m e WIt ' 1m .amoun 'SImp y 0 Cheyt Sing. 

~hi8"':"to make the rent .for his zamindary fixed; that no 
assurance ever was given, on the part of his soveieign, on 
the part of the British nation-no declaration, in any debate; 
in any letter, in anyone part of the whole history of this 
Government·-from Mr. Hastings/which ever intim;J;ted more 
thRn that the rent of his zamindary, which in generalis 
variable. in this instance should not be 80, but'that,the'rent 
shoulu be fixed,. the times of ·payment fixed. And in that 
elllle, therefore, no. interference could be made on: the sub"; 
ject. either by demanding more' or demaQding it beforeoit 
WI18· due, without a violation of . the contract. But -1 :pre-
sume to consider his duty • Po hl.Ddholder as perfectly. 
distinct from the duty that he owes in the character or a sub.., 
Jcct It will be found that; in the year 1773, Cheyt Sing's S.overeign 

80verei?;n did, j!1 fact, exercise several other rights thatinter~ ~ts::e';". 
fered WIth the mtemal government of his country; and your:ec Sing 

l-ordships .will find it not immaterial presently to. advert to wm:. 
~hat point-that, over and above the payment of hiiJ annual 
{eve.nue or ~e~t., t~e. sovereig~ did, in· fact,- enjoy.8ev~ral 
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-21 hB.li8!. small duties that were raised in the country upon grain an 
- oil, and a variety of little articles that were paid to the 

darogha, or mint master, in Benares-the officer of the 
government; that he hall, be;;ides that, a kotwal-an officer 
of the police~blished by the Nawab; and that, in all 
these respects, he materially interfered with the government 
of the conntry. And it had been, as your Lordships ,,·ill 
find, frequent matter of urgent importunity, on the part 
of Cheyt Sing, to remove tho;;e little iliterferences with the 
subjects of his zamindary, but the Nawab could never be 
persuaded to do this; and General Clavering states that the 
reason of the Nawab probably w~, to keep up his anthority 
in the country-not because of any advantage derived from 
it, for the rent was very small; and, besides, there was the 
general ob~oation upon him as a subject. Snch was his 

'Jhe. situation when a new contract was made with him, subse
=~t quent to the transfer of the sovereignty to us. I hope I 
=.,~ have established that the sovereignty was entirely conveyed 

to U8, and that, conseqnently, we stood in the place of his 
former sovereign; that-whatever right his former sovereign 
had we had also; that we bad a right to the revenues; tbat 
we had a rigbt to this rent and to tbe general duty-as from 
our subject-of assistance in time of war. 

The qnestion tben ig, wbetber, by tbe new contract 
which was made with bim, these important duties were all, 
or any of them, and whicb of tbem, actually renounced and 
given np. Whether be was rendered independent, wbicb he 
was not before, or exempted from any obligations or any 
revenue that he paid before, and which he was bound to pay 

~oJ!lrior to his former soverei.:,cro. Upon thig subject. I apprehend it 
~.:-will be admitted that, if I have succeeded in establishing what 
~ (Jom. his situation before was, then all will continne that is not ex-

• pressly renounced; and I only beg your LorcWUps will 
recollect this. that silence upon the subject is not a renuncia
tion of prior acknowled",aed rigbts. It is not incumbent 
upon me. who insist upon these rights continuing, to point 
out any express reservation of tbem; they would of course 
continue unless there was an express renunciation of them. 
But those wbo are to establish that proposition. that be was 
rendered independent or actually exempted, mnst, on their 
part, show something which expressly makes him so. The 
proposition that I contend for is simply thie-that, upon 
these points of independence and of his general duties as a 
subjec~ be remained exactly ill Uat. po. and that by no 
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pad of this contract was there anything done to renounce it. !91'BB.l'i9S. 

That would be quite enough for me to insist upon. We -
contend for the continuance of these obligations. 

My Lords, I shall go further amI show a clear, an unequi- EIJIre;;s
Toc:d, an express reserntion of them! It is not necessary~:':' 
for me to do tbat, but I will point it out. In the new con-~=:. 
tract that was made there appeared c1eariy to be two dis-
tinct objects; the one respecting his internal government-
and upon that suhject it undoubtedly was the object of :Mr. 
Hastings, who had been~ as your Lordships will find, the 
constant friend of this family-it had been the wish of Mr. 
Hastings, originally, before tIle country was acquired, to 
make him· wholly independent. He failed in that: the Objl'd o! 
sovereignty was given to us. After that object had failed, :::~ 
the next object that he bad in view was, consistently with ~~s 
the sovereignty of the country, to give him a Tery considera- au • 

ble degree of power and authority in the internal govern-
ment of his country; to exonerate him from those little 
troublesome interferences by his former sovereign in littl6 
articles of no great amount; to invest him with high and 
pplendid privileges, which had never been enjoyed by him 
before, namely, the kotwali and the mint-that is, the 
administration of justice, and the right to coin money within 
the zamindary; and, with that object before him, he desires 
to exonerate him entirely from every interference in tbe 
internal government of his country, in the collection of the 
revenues, and in the administration of justice in it ; to deliver 
up the zamindary to his entire care and trust, with a fixed 
rent, and with the entire management of it internally. That 
was the great object of the ncw contract proposed by 
Mr. Hastings. 

But there was also another object, just as broadly mani- bu~to . 
fested throughout the whole of it, and as visible to anybody == 
that reads the whole. namely, that~ consistently with that, c.erover 
we should retain the sovereignty over him; that is ex-
pressed in the most positive terms; and, to prevent any idea 
arising from this enlargement oC his internal authority 
within his zamindary, in the mind oran aspiring zamindar-· 
to prevent any idea in the country. or in any body that 
should look at his situation, that he eeased to be a subject 
and a zamindar-that. with.a11 the accumulation or power 
and authority given him, yet that great oLligation of the 
tenure which remained before was to continue the same. 
~d ~a~ ~4? w~ completel,lQld distinctly to understand that 

• 
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!II FJlB.1700. we were the sovereigns, and invested with all the rights of 
= sovereigns, over, his zamindary. I think} when these two 

great objects are attended 'to; and when all the documents 
that form the contracts are read, your Lordships will have 
no. di$culty at all in forming a clear explanation of every 
word, that is used, either by Mr. Hastings, or on the part 
of any of the Council, ,on the subject, throughout the whole 
of this discussion. 

The subject The ~ubject was under consideration at several different 
:'::.,~ meetings. Upon the 12th of June, 1775, the plan was 
meetings. proposed-the settlement, for the ordinary revenue j that is, 
~~t~:ment as I conceive it, will distinctly· appear when all the propo
revenue. sitions are looked at, that which related to his internal 

government, and to the ordinary revenue of the peace esta
bli8hment. That was contained in five distinct propositions 
from M~. Hastings as the plan of settJ,ement. ,It is in page 53 
of the printed Evidence. These ,propositions were taken 
into consideration on the ,5th of, July following.. The con
siderations are in page 55. . Some parts of them were also 
reconsidered upon the 1.6thof August ensuing. That is not 
given in evidence. They also came before the Board upon 
the 24th of August" ,yhen instructions were given, to 
Mr. Fowke, who was sent up as the firstltesident to this 
place, for the purpose of ascertaining the value of certain 
duties on many of the articles I have stated, in order that 
they might be appreciated. and a sum fixed which he was 
annually to pay for them. The instructions your Lord,;hips 
will find iii. page 57. Mr. Hastings' letter to Cheyt Sing is 
in the printed Evidence, page 59. 
, The subject came again under consideration~ in part, upon 
the 13th of December, 1775; and it appears also to be again 
agitated upon the 15th of April, 1776, which isin the printed 
Evidence~ page 70, and upon the 29th of oTuly, 1776, which 
is in the printed Evidence, page 72. It commenced, there
fore, upon the 12th of June, 1775, and was, in different shapes 
and upon different occasi~ns, the subject of deliberation for 
more than a twelvemonth; The cause of that was, ~n part. 
a desire to fix these little ,articles of, revenue and to reduce 

Th~ sanads. them to a stipulated sum, and also a ~ircumstan(',e tIl at hap
ormstrn· d· h" h d h .' h • t f ~.nt., of pene Wit respect to t e sana s, t at .1S, t e lnstrumen s 0 

Investiture. lDvestiture. A part of t}Iemwere, carried, up by Mr., Fowke 
when he went up in August; 1775. ' The subject of the r~ 
grant of the kotwali ,and of the 'mint had not been'tb~n 
settled; and, there~ore, itcreatetl a. necessity for postponing .' . .... .... 
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th6sesarulds.: 'Upon the 15th 6f April, '1776, they were all !9f:BB;]79Z. 

pf them sent up; . but the Raja, Cheyt Sing, objected to -
particular expressions in them ;--Ilnd it is not immaterial· 
to obeerve he objected to the word mulchulsy, I think; he 
objected to the clause that was to make forlner sanads void; 
he objected to a word expreslling the plural instead of the 
singular. There were a. number of comments upon them; 
in consequence of that a. fresh set of instruments was sent 

, up in July, 1776. The final contract, therefore, with him 
is contained in these sanads. And, my Lords, any sort of 
difficulty in discovering what ultimately were the san ads is 
removed by an observation which was' made by an honour
able and learned Manager on this subject, in con~ucting the 
.evidence, who stated very candidly and very properly.,.,... 
what nobody could, indeed, entertain any doubt about-that 
there is no difficulty in ascertaining the· sanads, for though 
the sanads sent up in July, 1776, do noi appear upon the 
record, yet,. comparing the sanads of that day with these 
voted in 1776, there is no difficulty in knowing what the 
actual sanads were. Here,; then, we have a great deal of 
premises before the contract; but we have also the instruc
tiomi .given to "Mr. Fowke to communicate to the. Raja, at 
the time he communicated to him the contract ; and we have 
a letter of Raja Cheyt Sing's. 

I.proceed now to consider in what way this contract is Jllanner o.f 
represented in the Article. Your Lordships.will recollect that ~h~r:~~;::::~ 
this is t?esu~iect of the 11th, . ~ 2th and 13th, paragraphs in ~l~~he At·ti· 

the Article.: The first observation that I have to make upon .. 
this is, that all the remaining part of this Article, which re"' 
presents the nature of the last contract-the most important Difference 

contract of al1-a11 the words that are represented as consti- ~.!::i~i~~~ 
tuting this contract, are to be found in the propositions of~~!~e.!,~h 
the 12th. of June, 1775, and no!,here else. Thos:word~:, t~::')D· 
upon which the. whole argument IS rested, upon whIch alliS . 
built, are in the proposition of an intended plan of settle .. 
ment o(the 12th 9f;June. H75,- but are not to be found in 
the subse.quent consultations, and are not, one single syllah~~ 
~f the!ll,.m the contract itself; 80 that, in order to ascertam 
what IS the contract'made with this person, we are to lOOk 
at something that was intended to he the COlitract .at·one 
time, and not to look at what was at last the contract. Nbw, 
it should seem tome rather material, whenwearetcHely 
upon the expression that" no more demands should be made . . ..' - , ,. 
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Z9 FBB. nDf. upon him of any kind," arid so on--'-l should thiDk it rather 
- material to quote the words made use of in the contract 

itself, not what passed at any time antecedeut to the con
tract, much leSs what fell from one of the parties t.o that 
contract, much less what was never communicated to the 
other party-what was the, idea at oue time of one person 
or of one party to the contract, and not what was tbe final 
contract made with, this man or the assurances ultimately 
made to him. I should rather think that that is the way of 
attaining the plain sense and meaning of the contract. , 

Partial , In the next place, let us see what are those extracts from 
~~ these propositions-for they are only extracts. Certain 
=1'0';::' words and expressions scattered in different parts of these 
t:.0~:: P!opositions are I!icked, out; and it is a very remar~ble 
tiel... CIrcumstance that It sho~ld so happen that all the expressions 

that are picked out are such as tend to raise the idea' of this 
man's independence and importance, and all the expI"e$Sions 
that qualify and, explain those ,words and that show them 
not to have the seIise of giving him independence sbould all 
be left behind! That is a singular circwustance. that none 
should be thought material to be extracted though they are 
in the, very same sentence of the same documents! All 
those words that qualify it 'and that remove any possible 
doubt are left behind and not quoted at all! 

Your Lordships observe that the great argument is upon 
independence. The first part of the Ar~icle states--

Erlracl; , .. That the said Warren Hastings did lay before the Council several 
ficlm the A.r- propositions, for the purpose of carrying into effect the intentions of the 

eo Board to render the said Rajah more independent, to prevent him from 
being reduced to what he, the said Warren Hastings. calls the mean and 
depraved state of a mere zemindar, and to raise him to a situation of 
power and dignity unknown to any of his ancestors; that in order to 
carry the said intentioni into execution the said Warren Hastings did 
inter alia specially propose and, with the approbation of his Council, 
did actually convey to Cheit Sing the actual power of executing criminal 
justice, and of coining money within his dominioDS,"-

Now I beg your Lordships to attend to the words that 
follow-
.. which powers in that country have always been considered as marks 
of sovereignty; and did further propose, that, whilst the Rajah should 
continue faithful to his engagements and punctual in his payments and 
should pay due obedience to the British Government, no more demands 
should be made upon him by the East India Company of any kind, nor, 
on flllY pretence whatsoever, should any person be allowed to interfeie 
With his authority or disturb the peace of his country." , 
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_ Then it ~tate8 that the proposition was directed to -be 29 PHD. 1'192. 
communicated by Mr. Fowke; and then it goes on with a 
larae quotation ofthe comment made by Mr. Hastings_upon 
on: of the propositions that he made-

" Which voluntary restraint was proposed by the said Warren Hast~ 
ing. and laid by the Government upon its own actions, in order, among 
other purposes, to inspire the R3jah with the greatest confidence, without 
which he, the said Rajah, would expect from every change of Govern
ment additional demands to be made upon him, and would, of course, 
descend to all the arta of intrigue and concealment practised by other 
dependent Rajahs, and because by proper encouragement he would 
prove a powerful ally and be a useful barrier to the East India Com
pany; but" that he would be neither the one nor the other if the con
ditions of his connection with the Company were left; open to future 
variations." 

It then goes on, in the next part of it, to quote the propo
sition that respected the cavalry, which is made the gl"Ound 
of a material allegation against Mr. Hastings, in the course 
of this business-

" That he did propose to his Council that Rajah Cheit Sing should 
engage to maintain in constant pay a body of two thousand cavalry, for 
which the Company were to pay after the rate of fifteen rupees, per 
month, for each private man, and. in proportion, for the officers, so long 
as they should continue in the service of the Company; that the said 
Warren Hastings then declared it was far from his intention to propose 
that or an,. other article to be imposed upon the said Rajah by compul
sion. and the Board did finally resolve only to recommend it." 

And then it concludes with this general proposition, as a 
corollary from the whole-

"That, by these Bnd various other acts, agreements, treaties or stipu
lations, the said Rajah Cheit Sing was, under the authority of the East 
Jndia Companr, fully confirmed and secured in the free and uncon
trolled authonty in the regulation and government of his zemindary, 
subject to no demand. of any sort or kind or upon any pretence what
_ver, over and above the payment of the rent or tribute stipulated 
to be by him paid." 

These are the quot,,:tions extracted fr?m the propositions; ~e-Q!1Ota. 

and I have read them 10 order that I mIght not be supposed =~I~D;:'o 
to misstate the~. • Here we have the propositions .them.:'elves tr:!.c~~l'! 
from whence this 18 extracted; and your LordshIps WIll see tiona. 

how far the contex.t justifies the extract. The first quotation 
is collected from, I think, three different sentences; half of" 
each is taken and put together into one sentence. They are" 
taken from the observation upon the first proposition, that 
is, the intention to render the Raja more independent. 
The next words are to be found at the end of the obser-
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29 F'BB. 1M. vation, with Ii considerable intervening sentence. The nen 
_. part is taken. from an observation upon the second propo-' 

sition. So that these are extracts fromthlee distinct parts 
of these propositions of :Mr. Hastings.· ... 
. Now, let us see whether it was the object and intention of 
Mr. Hastings to render this man independent. Mr. Hastinga 
begins his proposition thus- . 

Actualwords .. * ee The sovereignty of the zemindary of Benareli and its dependants 
~ru-o!."'" having been ceded in perpetuity to the hononrable Company by the 5th 

. Article, it becomes necessary to determine in what manner the right 
shall be exercised and the regular payment of the revenue due from \he 
Rajah secured;" . 

And then he states-:-" that theplaD of settlement" which 
he proposes was-
" To be without any encroachments on the just ·rights of the Rajah or 
the engagements actually subsisting with him.". . .. 

. And it appears that. Mr. Hastings· proceede~ upOn this 
idea, not to interfere with the subsisting. co~tract; for he 
states, with respect to all the five propositions, that it is not 
his intention to impose anyone by compulsion upon the 
Raja; but, as they were all alterations for· his benefit, he 
imagined he would have no objection. 

obioot in The words "made independent" occur in the observations 
:~t i:fv!!:'1e upon the first proposition that respel1tshis Tent; and he 
at Patna. there states his object to be that the rent should not ~e paid 

Nature or 
independ
ence 
spoken of. 

at Benares, but should be paid at Patoa; and his reason for 
that, he Says, is, because it would not frustrate the intentions 
of the Board of rendering the Raja independent; and he 
goes on to state why it would. not: if a Resident was 
appointed there; he says, his opinion was that the consequence 
would he that he would immediately interfere in the manage
ment of his country; that would produce appeals to the 
Company, and, in the end, it would reduce him to "the 
mean and depraved state of a mere zamindar." 

I should be glad to ask, whether anybody, in reading that 
altogether, would not immediately perceive that the inde
pendence Mr.· Hastings is speaking of is that sort of inde"
pendence that I at first stated, namely, to prevent any 
interference in the internal government. of his country, be'
Cause that was the only sort of subject with which a Resident 
stationed there was likely to interfere? But, if there could 

•• Minute ot Mr. Hastings, submitiedto the Council of Bengal; 12th. June, 
l'i75:~Printed.inthe." Minutes of the Evidence," p. 53. .... . .. -. : ,. 
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Le any doubt upon the subject, the next proposition is l!9 Pl!B.l'i9il. 

this,- Seroud Pr0-
position. 

"1'ba& the ~ aball be empowered to exercise a complete and uncon-
trolled authority ova his zemindary, unda the acknowledged eovereignty 
of the Honourable Company." . 

These words, which qualify and explain what sort of 
authority was to be given him, are wholly left. out. It goes 
on and states in what he was to have a complete uncontrolled 
authority over his zemindary, namely, in the government 
or the country dependent on him, in the collection of the 
revenues and in the admiIlli;tration of justice; but it is all 
to be under the acknowledged sovereignty, of the Company. 
~erefore. I think, that, on the reading the whole of these , 
rropositions, there could be no doubt at all but that the ob- ::!'o'!~':_to 
Ject of :Mr. Hastings w~ as I have stated, to exonerate him ::O'L"I con-

from internal controul, and to leave the general authority . 
over him untouched 
, . Now we come to those words that are quoted as badges of!;,~~no~re
sovereignty, and that they were so considered by the Com- roP,tiv",," 

pany. From whence it should seem as if it was meant to be 
represented that it was the intention of the Board, in giving 
hun these powers, to give. him badges of sovereignty; and 
that they must have been 80 considered by the person who 
proposed to give them and by the Raja himsel£ Your 
Lordships will please to attend to the passage from whence 
that is taken, where it will be seen that the very idea that is 
here suggested was anticipated and obviated by the very 
passage from whence it was taken. • 
. Mr. Hastings Proposes,~ 

.. Tha& eanada be granted to the Rajah [specially eonfening upon bim 
the powa of appointing offioent to the charge of the eut.-ally and the 
mint of Benares; the latter to be aubjec& to auch onlaa and regnlations 
aa the Governor General. and Council ahall at any time 'think proper to 
d~" . 

ObMn!tdioa.-" Theae offices have been considered as inarks of eon'" 
reignty; at least ,this haa aerved for the pretext to withhold them from 
the possession of the Rajah, to whom they have been a heavy grievance. 
the cu~y especiall" which, being held in turn and executed under 
the authonty of a prince who bad no intereat in the welfare or ease of 
his ~ple, has alwaya. been repreaented; ail in its obvious tendencv it 
could SCUI."e fail to prove, .. '80U1'C8 of the worst corruption and oppie&. 
aion, from which there WlI8 DO appeal.. If there be any weight m the 
pin for reserving these prerogatina to the Company, the grant of them 
w ~e Ra~ bimaelf by special. sana de will be a, snmcient expression of 
thelJ' aovemgnty, althougn the aolemn ren~ciation of it already made 
by the Xawab 01 Oude is the best and most.valid charter under which it 
Can be claimed; and, while they have three brigades and a full tre3SUI'y 
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29 Po. n92. to assert it, there is no fear that their right to it will be opposed by rea-
- sonings drawn from implied symbols of dominion.'~ " 

This is the manner in which the pcrson who proposes tMs 
The ideaot speaks of these" symbols of dominion;" expressly obviating 
:~e.r;IOVe- the idea which is conveyed by the extract given in the 
~T!~':ed In Article, and showing, beyond all possibility of doubt, that 
tt"eproposi. his idel\ was not, when he meant to grant it, to make him a 
.on •• bh h h • sovereign; ut estates t at suc an erroneous conceptIon 

could not po.ssibly be formed by anybody, when made matter 
of express grant, when we have the complete sovereignty 
given us, and when we ha\'e authority sufficient to assert 
that sovereignty. And yet, leaving out the whole context 
which explains it, we have the extract taken-" which 
powers are considered in that country as marks of sove
reignty I"~ What signifies how they are considered in general ; 
could they be so considered by anybody in this particular 
instance? 'Vere they SQ considered by Mr. Hastings? 
Could they be so considered by the Raja? What! wben 
you are expressly tellin'g him that it was to be under the ac
knowledged sovereignty of the Company that he was to have 
nIl his authority, could he be led into the mistaken notion 
that he wns a sovereign or had marks of sovereignty? But 

The grant ot what an idle supposition is this I Do not we know that 
~r:~~rs prerogatives may be given in any country: such as are 
:oitrelgnty communicable may be granted without meaning to give any 
;"n:or. sovereignty at all. They are badges of sovereignty; but in 

whom are they badges of sovereignty? In the person that 
grants, not in the person that receives. They are badges of 
sovereignty when enjoyed by the inherent power of the 
person himself,but, when a person derives them as matter of 
express grant from another, then they are only badges of 
sovereignty of that other person who makes them matters of 
special grant. 

C",.e ot Ea.l The same may as well be said of t.he Earl of Chester, 
o~Chesteror formerly or the Bishop of Durham at present who has B.shop ot' ,. 
Durham. regalem potestatem in omnibus. who has jura regalia. They 

may give him a considerable power and authority over his 
country-undoubtedly they do i but they cannot be consi
dered as badges of sovereignty. given under such circum
stances. But it is really astonishing how these words could 
be taken out and presented to your Lordships in this way, 

Terms ot in this Article, when you look at what were the actual com
:~~~"'~~. lDullications to the Raja upon this subject by tIle very docu
to the Raja. ments tha.t a.re here quoted. namely, the instructions given 
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to Mr. Fow ke. and when you look at the letter written by 29 FBB.179S. 

Mr. Hastings to the Raja himself, and the sanads that are -
granted upon this subject. I shall have occasion to quote 
them presently; and I only beg your Lordships will be 
pleased to bear in your memory what is this extract, and 
what iii stated with respect to their being considered as 
mnrks of sovereignty, when I come to state what was the 
actual communication to the Raja upon this subject. 

We have had a great deal of argumellt upon the proposi- Pro~~ion 
• • hId" d h b h respec.lD~ tlon respecting t e cava ry; an It IS suppose tat, y t at the cavalry. 

proposition, Mr. Hastings intended to preclude himself and i!°~~"t 
the British nation from any right to call upon Cheyt Sing p . .!,JudeOthe 

for al!sistance in time of war, or to call for cavalry. Now. it ~~~~~g 
(loes appear to me, on reading the proposition, that it affords assistance. 

no such inference at all, and that the mistake upon that 
subject is this. The proposition respects an obligation to 
be imposed on the Raja to keep up cavalry-to keep up Distinction 

A standing force, in time of peace, upon a permanent esta- :::::S':tllty 
blillhment. It has nothing to do with the right to call upon ~~~~~~ance 
him for such force as he actually }lad in his service. And tiontok~ 
h · d" . . . A b a standing t ese are two very lstinct propoSitlons. man may e force. 

bound to assist with what force he actually has, and yet there 
i8 no obligation upon him as a subject generally to keep up 
permanently a standing force. If any such obligation had 
been imposed upon him, that would have been an encroach
ment upon the rights of the Raja, because before that time 
he was not bound to keep up any express force-certainly, 
not in the manner that was here proposed to be done: and 
the confusion between these two points has introduced 
all the erroneous conclusions upon this subject, and when 
that proposition comes to be read there will be no doubt 
at aU. 

The proposition is this:-
.. That, in return for these concessions, and for the performance of his Termsorthe 

dutr as a vassal to the Company, the Rajah shall engage to mBintain in proposition. 
constant pay, and ready at all times for immediate service, a body of 
two thousand horse, on such an establishment as shall be prescribed by 
the Govemor-General and Councll [and that, whenever the service of 
this corps shan be required by the Govemor General and Council, it 
.hall be consigned to the command of such officer or officers as they 
.hall appoint,) Bnd be allowed from the Company an additional payor 
gratuity of fifteen mpees B month, for each private man, and in propor-
tion for the officers of such corps, during the time of such service." 

It is clear that this respected a proposition to keep up, in Th!\d)ltyot 

constant pay and ready at all times for immediate service, a =tiUl:, 
VOL. II. 3 B 
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29 FBB.1'19Z. body of cavalry. Now, does not that plainly imply that he 
caval:-.1,in. would be under an obligation, for the performance of his 
;:g;,r;~e duty as a vassal to the Company, to yield his assistance with 
~i:rt:'::l to ~hose_ troops? " You are not bound t~ keep them up, but, 
them. If you do keep them up, we have a right to have them." 

This proposition does not; affect to make that obligation 
upon him-that besides keeping them up he should be bound 
to assist us with them: that is .taken for granted. . The 
question merely was, whether he should be bound to keep 
them up. Nobody dreamed of the idea that, if he did keep 
them up, we should not be intitIed to them; so that, so far 
from negativing the right, these words seem to be assuming 
the right, and taking for granted that; if he did keep up any 
force, he would be bound, in performing his duty as a vassal 
to the Company, to yield us that force. . 

R.e\na.rka!Jle I t is very remarkable how it should happen here that the 
~::'~"cl: Article which refers to this 'proposition should leave out 
~~ew;~f those words, which are. the most important of all-:-that is, 
sition. the words "fot the performance of his duty as Ii. vassal to 

the Company"-those words which are so important to 
negative the idea that this proposition was meant to grant to 
him' any absolute right. It is a singular circumstance that 
we should go on both sides of these words, that we should 
have part of the sentence before and ,of the,sentence after, 
and yet.1eaveout those important words between, namely, 
lC fQX' the performance of his duty as a vassal , to the Com
pany." I should have thQught it rather material to have 
inserted these- words than to have left them. out, in order to 
obviate any chance of our being deceived .into an idea that 
he was not a vassal but intended to be rendered 'independent, 
and that this very proposition -was to renounce his liability 
or duty to afford military service. . .' . . 

Other Another thing, too, is remarkable, as to' the inaccuracy of 
omissions. this paragraph 12. These 'words are left out too-" that 

they were to be re~dy at all times for iQ1IDediate service, and 
in constant pay." That shows what the sort of thing meant 
to be proposed to him was-that he was to keep them I),t all 
times ready for immediate service; and, in the words after
wards, "additional pay," the word" additional" is struck 
out, and the proposition stands---:." were to, pay after the 
r~te of fifteen rupees." Now, that does not appear to me to 
be an immaterial or merely a critical observation, because it 
does vary it:-whether the Raja ,vas to pay them or we to 
afford additional pay~ : It was not proposed that he should 
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not pay them; it 'Was only that an additionalsUID should be l!Il'BB.l7!9. 

paid him, in consideration or his keeping them up at aU - -
time&. 

In the discu.ssion or these propositions afterwards, upon Distwsion 

the 5th of July, your Lonbhips will see that the only ~"t!: 
argument upon this proposition was, whether we should 
make this a pennanent impost upon him. They say,~" If~uesJ:.. 
you do it, YOIl will subject him to an annual inaeased ~ 
expeD8e, which you ought not to put upon him." That was imposL 

the objection. llr. Francis says,-

" I object to your eompelling the Raja to keep up an extra force for 
your ernice; eonsidering ~ as. in eJrect. an increase of tribute, which is 
contrary to the principles tha& have guided my jud",ament from die fuost 
outae& of this negotiation. I have no objection, however, to ita being 
made an uticle of agteement with him, tha& he should either pm the 
troope he now keepe upon a better footing in point of discipline, or 
diaband them and raise an equal number in their stead. » 

What aigni6.ea his putting them upon a good footing. if it 
is to be left at the option of the Raja whether he is to give 
us the assistance of theee troops or not, but no ob~aation i!J 
to be imposed upon him t 

Mr. Banrell says,-

.. I am of die same opinion with Mr. Fnncis; eonsidering it as an 
rnbanoement of hie tribute." 

'Vhich it certainly 'Would have been, if he was under a 
~nstant expense in doing it. 

Colonel Monson says,-

"I am of opinion die Company should have Jeeeived the Rajah's 
aasisiaDce upon the same terma thU he gave it; to the Nabob." 

General Claverlng says,-

"I understand thU die Rajah does keep up • large ~ of cavalry, 
and. thU five hundred of diose which assisted. under die eommand of [the 
captain of the Governors guanls in the eonques& of the Rohilla countly. 
were abeolutel11ll1elesa. by dieir total want of discipline when they took 
the field, but unproved during the eampaign.] I would not compel the 
Ra.jah .to keep up any ~ps. bu~ I would recommend ~ to him to 
mamtam the number which the Governor General has proposed for his 
and our assistanee; and, as die eonntly of ISahar is open, where cavalry 
may always ad wi1h great advantage, and as the Company does not 
maintain any, I think ~ should be recommended to die Rajah to appoint 
aome British ofJicen to discipline and eommand his troops. by means 
ot which great benefit may be derived from diem in case of a lnI' with 
the Marattas.'· - • 

• PriDIeIl ill the .. llinldes of the Eridenee,· po 56. 
. 3.B2 
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!II F~'19!. Therefore, I think, it is clearly ShOWD, iu the language of 
General nn- all of them, that Dobody had an idea but that whatever 
t:~~~ troops he had we should be, of course, intitled to have them. 
~~8:'e -:: I admit it does Dot go one step further. And, whether we 
vice of the were to have them as matter of Dew contract with him, or 
Company. to have them by virtue of the obligation npon him as a 

subject, it is enough for me to say that it does not afford any 
inference, on their part, that it was an idea, by this pro
position, to relinquish the subsisting right. And that is all 
I am contending for. 

';:'JIOSition The L'\St proposition is the one upon which so much stress 
Wh: has been laid, and from whence the words are quoted in the 
::!t~Jaid Article-that no more demands, of any kind or upon any 
upon him. pretence whatsoever, shall be imposed upon him. The 

proposition and the comment upon it are quoted at full 
length. I have read them, and will not repeat them. The 
sense that is [to be] put upon these words, as coupled with 
the context and the general object of the pL'\n, must be
demands ejusdem generis:-demands such as, if made, would 
interfere with the internal government of his-country j for it 
is said,-

"While he shall continue faithful and punctual in his payments, and 
shall pay due obedience to the authority of this Govemment, no more 
demands shall be made upon him by the honowable Company of any 
kind; nor, on any pretence whatever, shall any person be allowed to 
interfere with his authority or disturb the peace of his country." 

The ds' I say, taking the whole together, inasmuch as it is clcar 
deman In h h . . th • him 
view such .. t at t ey meant to mamtam e sovereIgnty over , as 
~;h1.~... it is clear that he was to remain a vassal, when we superadd 
~I:ntroul this last proposition speaking of exemption from demands, 
province. I think it is clear to any body that reads it that the demands 

Cheyt Sing 
remained 

there spoken of must mean those various little demands 
which, if made, would interfere with tlte internal manage
ment of his country; such as we know existed, which were 
troublesome, and which would interfere with the authority 
of the Raja. But I will not dwell upon that subject, 
because, if this expression is equivocal at all and leaves it 
doubtful, what passed afterwards puts it out of all doubt. 
Thc comment by :Mr. Hastings upon this propO:lition shows 
that it was his idea, that, unless such an assurance was given, 
the Raja would be liable to furtlter demands; because 
the words are,-" the voluntary restraint imposed by the 
Government upon its own action." 

The inference that I make, therefore, is, that the idea 
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Mr. Hastings had upon this subject at that time was, that 211 FEB. 1792. 

the mere circumstance of the rent being fixed did not pre- liable to the 

elude the Government from making further demands; what- demands. 

evcr sense you will put upon the word "demands," that he 
was not precluded from them by the rent being fixed; for he 
promises not to encroach upon thc rights of the Raja, and 
yet states this as an assurance which was to be given him; 
without which it is clear, in the understanding of Mr. Hast-
ings, that he would be liable to further demands. Then, if I 
actually show your Lordships that no such assurance as is 
here stated ever was given him, I trust I satisfy your Lord-
ships, not only that he was liable to further demands, but 
that he was so liable in the opinion of Mr. Hastings, and 
that, so far from its being declared that he was absolutely 
exempted from all otller demands, it establishes directly the 
contrary, supposing this ever was communicated to him. 

If they would have looked at the subsequent proposition, Prooffrom 

if they would have read what actually was communicated, ig::lot 

and what was the final agreement with him, they would find agreement. 

that this proposition never was actually notified to the Raja; 
that all the communication ever given to the Raja was 
merely to assure him that his rent or tribute should remain 
fixed j and it was intended to comprehend in that all the 
little duties which are appreciated and made matter of 
express contract with him; but, with respect to all the 
general obligations as a subject. and all the rights of the 
Company as a sovereign, when you come to see the words, 
it is astonishing how there could have been the least doubt 
entertained' upon this subject. 

The instructions given to Mr. Fowke are in page 57 :- Instruc-

O . at B will' Ra' h Ch' s· tions to Mr. .. n your amv at enares you walt on JR elt 109, a.nd Fowke. 
present him with the sunnuds which will be entrusted with you for tha.t 
purpose." 

Now, what is the first communication to this man who 
is to be made independent; having first notified to him the Notification 
sovereignty of the Company over all the territories of his ~sg;~J:'~gn
zamindary, and received from him. on account of the Company. 

Company and in their name, a nazrana, or acknowledgment 
of his vassalage. which we fix at 10,000 rupees? The first 
thing to be notificd, then, is our sovereignty. The first thing 
to be done by him is the ackJ?owledgment of our sovereignty. 
And, in order to make that notorious to all the country-in 
order that nobody might get the erroneous idea that he was 
meant to be a sovereign,-
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29 FEB. 1791. " You will then require him to publish this fact, by proclamation, 
through the country, and invest him with the khilat." 

~~ So that here he was himself to proclaim his situation to the 
authority. whole country, and to undeceive them, if there could be 

any deception entertained upon the subject of the increased 
power which he was to have-" You are yourself to acknow
ledge our sovereignty by an unequivocal act. You, who are 
the man interested to dispute it-if it could be disputed-you _ 
shall yourself notify to the whole country that you are not 
a sovereign, but that the. Company are the sovereigns and 
that you are our vassal." 

It then goes on,-
A. fixed rent. " It will be proper to assure the Rajah that we do not mean to increase 

his tribute, but to require from him. the exact sum, and in the same 
species of rupees, to be paid at Benares, as he paid to Sujah Dowlah, by 
equal monthly kists; that, under the acknowledged sovereignty of the 
Company, we are determined to leave him the free and uncontrolled 
management of the internal government of his country and the collec
tion and regulation of the reveu,ues, so long as he adheres to the terms 
of his engagements, and will never demand any augmentation of the 
annual tribute which may be nxed."* ' . 

Can words be more< express and clear than those, are to :fiX 
what is the assurance given him-that his rent or tribute, 
which are. synonymous, by'the admissioIl_ of the prosecutor 
himself, should not b~ fucreased ;-" we give you no other 
assurance than that; you are to have all the internal power 
of the country, but you are to remain subject iothe, Com-
pany?" . , , ' '. 

Here is a letter of Mr. Hastings:-;-
"The Board have, therefore, thought propel' to depute Mr. Francis 

Fowke, on their behalf [to take possession of these territories; but; being 
willing to continue the grant of the zemindarry to you in as full and 
ample a manner as you possessed it from the former sovereigns, and upon 
the same terms] 1 have delivered to the charge of Mr. Fowke a sunnud 
in the name of the Company, together with a khelaat, with which he 

Res~e 0[y is empowered to invest you in due form; reserving, however, to the 
soverelgll • Company the sovereignty of the country, to the full extent that it was 

or might have been held by the late 01' present Soubahdar of Oude." 

Omitted in Now, there is not a syllable of this which is communicated 
the Article. d [quoted in the Article], but all that was proposed before an 

never was communicated~that is quoted. This, which puts 
it out of all doubt that he was to remain a subject and we to 
remain pleno jure his sovereigns, is omitted; and yet we are 

'" Intructions from the Governor and Council of Bengal to l'rlr: Francis 
Fowke, 24th August, 1775.-Printed in the "Minntes of the Evidence," 
p.57. 
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now told that these were "badges of sovereignty" that were 211 FEB. 17112. 

given him, and that it was the intention of the Board to -
render him more independent. Surely it was necessary to 
have engrafted these words in the documents that were 
actually communicated to him, becaul'e it might be very apt 
at least to deceive a careless reader-not that it would 
have deceived any of your Lord6hips, I am sure, because 
you would have looked carefully at the documents them
selves-but it !!urely was necessary to have introduced those 
words, which explicitly, and without all doubt, convey the 
idea of. what was intended by. the ne~ contract. 

It then. states,-
II Upon occasion of this investment, that after paying [a nlizzerra.nna Oalho of 

for the Company, which 1 have fixed at 10,000 rupees]it is necessary aUegmnce. 
that you take an oath of fealty or allegiance to the Company, by which you 
are to understand that, on forming anr alliance with a foreign prince, or 
acting in any manner contrary to the fidelity which you have thus sworn 
to maintain tothe Company,yourzemindarrywith all the rights andpri-
vilegee granted to you by the Company will become forfeited; and it will 
be proper that a publiQ proclamation should be made of those transac-
tions, that the natives as well as Europeans may be fully informed of the 
grant ~de to you, with the reservation of the rights of sovereignty to 
the Company." 

Good God f my Lords, can' there possibly be words more 
clear to exclude all possible doubt, if people woul4 read 
them? But, if we are to have quotations of the propositions 
that preceded and made no part of the contract· and never 
were executed at all, if we are to. have bits and scraps taken 
from the antecedent propositions, and not to· have the docu
ments themselves that formed the contract-not to have the 
II.ssurance given to the Raja himself, and the wordsDf it which 
exclude all possible doubt-I do not wonder that verycon~ 
siderable mistakes should arise, in reasoning upon the rights 
and in judging upon the conduct of a person so circum
stanced. The saDads- themselves are in the 70th page. I 
certainly shall not trouble your Lordships with going 
through them fully; they are particularly commented upon, 
and your Lordships will find them fully explained, iu the 
111 th page of the printed Evidence, in the Narrative by Mr. 
Hastings. . '. . 

The saDad begins thus :-
. .. Be it known to all the Mu1sudd

o

ies, &c., that· ~hereas, by virtue ora The sanad. 
treaty ~ith the Nab~b concluded "-so and s~"the governmimt and 
1I0vertlgnty of the- -81rC&rS above mentioned' hu- Deen ceded to-the· 
Honourable Eut India Company." Then it goes on to say-" the East 
India Compul, -in virtue' of tlie rights above COJltaiped, ·do confirnn(j 



~60 Defence on the First Charge-Benare,: 

lIII FEB. 1m' Cheit Sing the zemindary, aumeen, and foujdarry, with the cutwallys," 
- -and then it goes on to regard him as-" lawfully possessed of the 

zemindary." 

And, in these san ads, aU the duties that are given up to 
him-the mint, the kotwali, and everything that was made 

E.em\ltion matter of contract-are expressly stated; but there is not a 
~m~':~~b. sindgle fsyllable in the co?tract

h
, fromhthe beginning to thde 

jectnotcon. en , 0 any assurance gIven 1m t at no after deman s 
=7 the should be made upon him, or that he should be exempt from 

all the general liabilities of a subject.-
Misquota
tion from 
thepropo
sitions. 

It seemed to me to be a little extraordinary-perhaps it 
may seem a minute observation-that, besides quoting, in 
the manner I have stated, extracts Srom these propositions, 
when they come to sum up all and to state what is the final 
conclusion of these twelve preceding paragraphs, they should 
insert there only the w()rds of the proposition of the 12th of 
June, and not even cite them correctly; because they have 
there, iIf order to help out the argument, stated the words 
thus-" subject to no demand of any sort or kind ;"-that 
was pretty strong, but, however, to make it more so [they 
add] "or upon any 'pretence whatsoever." These wor~ 
belong, to another sentence, because your Lordships see just 
before-" that no more demands shall be made upon him of 
any kind; nor upon any pretence whatsoever, shall nny per
son interfere with the authority of his country i" but they 
have' taken these words, which are the beginning of another 
sentence, and have tacked them on at the end of the first 
sentence. " We will add to thilt-' or upon any pretence 
whatsoever.'" That may strengthen the argument a little, 
to be sure; but' unfortunately, neither in the proposition, iu 
the words that you quote it, in part or in the rest, are there 
any such words to be found, in any document or in anything 
that ever was communicated to the Raja! 

Recapitw.. I have, I apprehend, in the most clear and unequivocal 
tion. manner, ascertained that the Company continued the sove

reignty i that this person was a vassal ; that he acknowledged 
his vassalage; that he took an oath of fealty and allegiance 
to the Company; that the Company were to have the sove
reignty to the full extent that Suja-ud-Dowla had it; thatthe 
only assurance given to him was, that his rent should not be 
raised. They are then now to argue that, this being the 

• See "Translation of the Sunnud granted to RaJah Cheyt Sing, for the 
Zemindarry of Gauzipore, &ic."-Printed ill the "1r1iDQteII of the EvicleDce: 
p.70. 
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state of the contract, it was intended to render bim inde- 29 :FBB.17us. 

pendent; or, if not independent, to ex~mpt him from the 
obligation M II. subject to assist his sovereign in a time of war. 

Now, is it lJOssible to draw that conclusion r Where there No~und8 
• . fi h' h h b • for interring 18 an assurance to x IS rent, t at as an 0 VlOUS, a surrender of 

clear and a definite, meaning. Are you to extend that to 8O~ereignty. 
comprehend a duty that it does not naturally import, and, 
where there are words excluding any such idea, are you to 
suppose that they mean to give up the sovereignty, when 
they have expressly reserved it, or that they mean to give 
up the most important right of sovereignty, which, if it can 
be scparated at all, it is necessary it should be expressed in 
strong and unequivocal language? I have endeavoured to 
argue that, if the sovereignty remained, this right could not 
be separated; but nobody can,-argue that, if it can be 
separated, it can be otherwise separated than by express 
words. It cannot be separated by any implication. They 
are not to construe away the most important rights of 
sovereignty by implication, much less by that which is not II. 

definite implication, and which applies to another and II. 

distinct subject. Nobody will argue in that way; and least 
of all will they argue that, when they find that the rent was 
fixed before, and that the duties, notwithstanding that, 
existed before. Then, I think, I have a right to say that 
thill left us to the full extent the enjoyment of the sove-
reignty, as it ever had heen before: 

My Lords, could it possihly be intendcd, betwecn the Natural 

so,oereign and the possessor of a frontier country, the most ~~!..:fgn to 
opulent, flourishing, province belonging to the· empire, ~r~e.,~:' 
that the sovereign should be bound to protect him-with- co-operate. 

out any express obligation, by the by, inserted in any 
of the contracts? 'Vhy, we want to protect him for our 
own interest and because he is our subject. The general 
duty upon the sovereign for protection, and the general duty 
of the snbject to co-operate in the protection of himself and 
all the empire, in both instances, attach, not as an express 
stipulation, but as matter of implied obligation. We are to 
remain liable to protect him if this frontier country should 
be invaded by the Mahrattas; and, if we are bound to go 
out into the field to protect his country, is he, though 
he should have all his troops fresh and in full order for 
battle, to be at liberty either to co-operate with us ot 
not-to defend himself or not? And will anybody argue DutyC!feoo 

that., if he is bou»d to defend Benaree, he is not bound to == to 
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~9FBB.179Z. defend Bengal? Why, he defends Benares when he defends 
the ~hoJe BengaL Can R subject be bound to defend one part of 
provlUce. the empire and not the rest? . It is absurd and ridiculous 

in the extreme to state it. Another person might with 
the same reason say-" I will defend my own garden, my 
own house ;"-brit the limbs cannot withdraw themselves 
from the body in that sort of waf'. If you are bound to 
maintain' an inch of ground, you are bound to maintain 
the whole; for upon exactly the same principle does the 
object attach upon the whole. The idea is ridiculous and 

~o rower nugatory in the extreme. Those gentlemen who constituted 
~~~nt to the Government would have been traitors if they had aband
:::=~t~e oiled this right, if they had voluntarily, gratuitously, un-

. solicited, without debate, without argument upon the subject, 
without a word expressed in the contract, meant to give up 
this right, in a frontier country, which was most capable of 
co-operating in the public defence; taking upon the Com
pany an~ upon the British nation the burthento protect and 
yet to emancipate, t~i!lman, without its being asked for~to 
abdicate the sovereignty without any compensation; leaving 
the rent remaining just as it did before, and a rent which 
was oot one ,half the value of the zamindary-a rent of 23 
lacs, when the whole pro~uce was above 50; giving up 
this'most important and unalienable right of sovereignty to 
~im. remaiD:ing ourselves liable. I say, nothing but the 
most clear, express and unequivocal, language could induce 
your Lordships to ~8t upon these gentlemen who then 
constituted 'the Government so libellous an imputation; so 
base " desertion of their trust~ that, after the laborious 
manner in which we had' obtained the sovereignty, they 
should instantly abandon the most important right of it. 
They must have been drivellers as well as traitors if they 
had conducted themselves in this manner. ,But they did 
p.ot do ,it! There are no words to imply it; and I hope 
YQur Lordships will not by implication suppose they ev~r 
meant to do it. ' 

Answer to My Lords, we have heard a very extraordinary argument 
r~~~;::'1i~t upon this subject. It is this :-If he was to be liable to the 
~~JA~.td'!!- d~ma.nds of assistance, what is the use of fixing his rent? If 
:'~~~d::~t youdcanollde'day dem

h 
~nd so .much forhren~, anhd the nfexfit ~ay 

!!an eman 80 muc lor asSIstance, w at IS t e use 0 xmg 
the rent, w\ten he is liable in another shape to pay a Ilum of 
money (or ~sistance? With respect to the rent, ! beg leaye 
to as'!c ,~hether ,it is n9~ of 8OII).~ ~se that a D:lan should hold .... . ..... -. ~ '. ....... " . ~ ,. 
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a very valuable country with a fixed, invariable, rent, though 29 IBB.I792-
he is also liable to co-operate in the defence of the Country, -
in common with all the rest of the subjectS t' I rather th~nk 
that nobody would be disposed to answer this' 'question by 
saying it would be of no use to have a country that produced 
500,OOOl. a year . paying only 230,0001. I dare say nobody Caseot 
would have any sort of objection, notwithstanding the general !:'.:::. lin 

liability attaching, to have a country with a certainty that 
his rent would never be increased beyond the sum -of 
230,OOOl., and that all the other 270,OOOl. would be freely 
enjoyed by ~im; and. that only on eQlergencies, only in 
time of war and difficulty, would he be liable, in common 
with everybody else, to defend his own estate like any' ~ther 
mnn. Is there no use in that? What is the use of enjoying 
an estate in this country where you are liable to, taxes? 
Why, & very good use,' having a good' e,state, if, you 'pay 
one half of it in taxes. I should consider it of great ueeto 
have A considerable. estate, paying a med rent for it, though 
I should be liable, ultra and beyond that, to ~bey the demands 
of the state. The fallacy is in this ;:-'put the case that the 
lands belonged to another person who was not. ,sovereign-::-

. for instance, if it belonged to any person in the country'.to , 
whom that rent was ,to be payable as, a quit rent, chief rent, 
or in any other character""'; wo~ld the fixing his rent preclude 
the sovereign from calling upon thnt person, for. assistance 'I 
,1£ it would oot,; what signifies the uJ,lion of chara~ters jntbe 
person of t~e sovereign f He has united iIi, him q. right :t() 
call upon ,on for rent, as the landlord and owner of it;. he 
has a right, as sovereign, in another character, to call, upon 
you for MSistance in time of war. The two .characters8re 
united, but the fights are as, distinct as if they, belonged to 
differ~nt personS. Therefore, considering . this contract in 
every point of vie,W, from every thing that' passed fro~ the 
beginning to the end, there can be no doubt, but thatjt was 
the intention of all the partielJ in it to reserve this right., . 

I have detained your Lord8hip\lat, a very cQnsiderableThe~a 
length upon,this subject i but it did appear to 1I,lE;. to be im- ~':t'0not 
,portant to be settled as a preliminary, before we go into the ' -
consideration or the particular ~harges, because your .Lord-
ships will, by and by, find that the whole is foundecl, uIlon th~ 
question of right. If it is once admitted tha~ we had a. right 
to call upon him for his aSsistance"then we shall. be free t9 
inquire upon what ground malice is imputed f9r the exercise 
of that right. Your Lordships will ,~ee, in what- manner 

. .. • .. _ I. '. 
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lIIIFEB. n92. Cheyt Sing conducted himself when we exercised the riO"ht; 
ReOOdllious how he shuffled and evaded from the beginning; ho~ he 
conllctof· dd' , l' 4" d·' bd' Cheyt Sing. procee e In evasIon, {ISauectlon, ISO e lence, contumacy, 

and at last broke out into an open, It bloody and a ferocious, 
rebellion, I shall state' to your Lordships how the. conduct 
of this man iil represented in It paragraph that I shall, by 
and by, call your Lordships' attention to-which, I believe, 
everybody will be astonished at when they come to see it 
and compare it with the materials from which it is composed 
-representing the conduct of the favourite hero of this 
charge, who, your Lordships will find, was a rebel in his 
heart; who became openly and publicly a notorious rebel; 
who endangered the British empire at a most important 
period of it. This your Lordships will find to be the real 
character and conduct of this man, exactly resembling his 
attachment that we hear of. His attachment was like the 
attachment of his' father; and that idea of attachment is 
taken up in favour of this native of India, to whom all moral 
virtue, all perfections under the sun, are to be given, at the 
same time that Mr. ij:astings is to be blackened with every 
vice, and held up as a monster of tyranny and a person 

Histreooh. whose" heart is black to the core!" If they will look at 
erytothe h d h Company. t e con uct of t ese men~if they will inquire of any man 

o~ the country, what they were-if they will look at the 
records fairly, and not at parts only-they will find that the 
attachment of the father and the attachment of the son were 
exactly the same. They were unfaithful to the Company, 
treacherous to the sovereign to whom they owed obedience; 
never, in anyone instance, affording us any solid assistance 
that they could avoid giving; being driven by compul
sion to afford us any assistance; enjoying all the favours 
that the British nation could bestow upon them, having 
enjoyed, antecedent to the ceding the country to us, the 
protection of the Company from the year 1764, 

Favr":.!. . What are all the events that have been given an account 
~:efsu.:n of, but a history of favours conferred upon them by the 
i.!l.ter~ British nation? The father was protected and his life I!aved, 

in the year 1764: and 1765, and from that perioll to the time 
of his death. Of the son, the Article states, his life and his 
zamindary were no longer safe than while under tIle pro
tection of the Company. When \\'e acquired the country, 
great privileges were bestowed upon him-generously and 
'Voluntarily bestowed upon him, in order to insure his attach
ment. What is the result of all this! When we gave him 
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eo .... luable and important a country, P03SeSSing all the means !SPmLmI!. 
oC serving us, the very first moment we call upon him-~ Si~. 
the very first time we ever put his attachmeut to the prooC=-= 
and call upon him to render his serviCe-your Lordships will pao,y. 

see the shuffiing, evasive and wicked, prevarication oC this 
man, who bad just before sworn fidelity to the C-ompany-
who bad that oath administered to him upon his sword-
tbe moet solemn manner in which it could Le taken; 
who bad in the clearest manner expressed his strong obli-
gations to the Company. This man, throughout, acted the 
aame double and wavering part that his father had done, 
keeping up appearances, making a sham oC professions; but 
your Lordships will find, from the beginning to the end, 
when I come to state the conduct of this man, that he never 
could be compelled to give one grain of real, substantial, 
assistance to the British nation in the time of its greatest 
exigency, but, on the contrary, that his disaffection increased 
with our difficulties; till, at last, in our greatest distr~ 
this man positively withheld it, and could not be brought, by 
tbe urgent, repeated, demands, made upon him, over and over 
~rrain, to afford the assistance that he was bouud to afford ! 

In the meantime, what is the manner in which Mr. Hast- Du~or 
iogs' conduct is looked at? Your Lordships will see npon~:-
what grounds mali~~ is impu~ed to .him; that all end~vours :r=r:: 
used by Mr. Hastmgs to brmg thiS false mao to obedience, him. 
to enforce the authority of the Company, to secure the tran-
quillity of the state, to preserve its important rights in this 
country, bound as he was to preserve them, the guardian of 
thC$e rights, and particularly bound to guard against any 
encroachment upon these rights by a mau who approached M 

near to sovereignty, so near to independency, as this man is 
rcpresented to have done, [are ascribed to malice: thouO'h] it 
became tbe more incumbent upon Mr. Hastings to ex;'rt an 
the powers he had to watch and to check this mll!l; for if 
all the powers and favours lavished upon him did not operate 
to make him faithfu1, you must be sure that he was become 
then formidable in the extreme. It did become then neces-
sary to watch and guard against tbe couduct of this man, and 
to check it by every means. If Mr. Ha..c:tings bad not done 
that, he would have basely betrayed tbe most important duties 
entrusted to bim, by abandoning the rights of tne Company 
and l!ufFering this man to obtain what he wished and wbat 
his father w~hed. namely, independency-that which, per-
haps. is a natural wish by persons in high situations in that 
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!9 PD.l'111!. country. And all the power and authority given him seem 
- only to have raised additional hopes· and wishes in him to 

obtain something further. 
" Lifted up so high. I 'sdained submission; 

.And thought that one step higher would.set me highest." 

That is the history of this man's conduct. . You will find, 
Cheyt Sing's from the beginning to. the end, that in this way he was 
=~r:be tempted to make one bold pnah at that which his father had 
~=r8 aimed at-.,.that he did it by the most savage and bloody 

means. Human nature . shudders at the barbarity with 
which the war was prosecuted against the India Company; 
and, notwithstanding that. all is buried in oblivion, there is 
a shade cast over all this man's conduct. Yet, at the very 
moment when they are entirelY.l!ilent as to his Contumacy 
and disobedience throughout the war, all' the sham ex
ternal appea.rancesof this .man. which were held out to 
deceive are quoted at length, word for word. and relie4 
upon as if· they Were marks of llincere attachments, at the 
very. time the same ~ocuments show what was his real 
conduct! . 

Conduct; . My Lords, the conduct of Mr. Hastings which is made 
~JrIr; the subject of animadversion is the conduct pursued by him 
!=-~\ antecedent to goiug up to Benarea, his conduct at Benarea, 
:::~ and his conduct subsequently. The conduct of-Mr. Hast:-

ings. antecedeni to his going up to Benares, respects four 
deIQands that were made upon this man; three of them a 
requisition of. troops, commuted into a sum of money; the 
fourth, a requisition of cavalry. The next transaction. is a 
clandestine negotiation, as it is called, with the Wazir; and 
the 135t, I think: antecedent, is a letter-and I will beg to 
produce this as a specimen of the manner in which-Mr. Hast~ 
ing&-> . conduct is construed towards -.this man-:-where your 
Lon¥hips will :find. that every act towards this favourite 
man. everything that Mr. Hastings does, has . constructioDs 
put upon it of all the malice and of all the wickedness that 
can be invented. I will state the manner in which the letter 
that he wrote to him is described :- . 

His letter to «Thatthe said Wanen Hastings. in further prosecution of the said 
Cbey\ Sing. wicked design."-which is a design to harrass, oppress, and ruin the 

Raja,-" and in order to draw the said Rajah to some act which might 
afford a pretence for violence towards him, some time early in the month 
of January, in the year 1781, peremptorily and insultingly did write or 
cause to be written a letter to the said Rajah. cbarging him with delay in 
payment of the monthly kista 01' payment&, although the said Rajah did 
pay his kists with the utmost regularity. and the stipend to the 611id Mirza 
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8adit Ally was paid with equal regularity, at the very time when he did!9 hB. "179i. 
falsely and unjustly charge him with delay in paying the same;" -

Now, your Lordships see in what manner these charges 
are drawn against Mr. Hastings.. A letter is written to 
Cheyt Sing, charging him with delay in the payment of his 
month!y kists; and !h.is is re~resented ~o h.e in pr?secut~on !rs=':.: 
pf a wicked and maliCIOUS deSIgn to rulD him, and Impu!mg ruin him. 

to Mr. Hastings the foulest purpose that ever entered lOto 
the heart of man to eonceive-" in order to draw the said 
'Raja to' Bome act which might afford a pretence for violence 
iowards him." Good Godt my Lord.q~ can it possibly be, con"" 
ceived that such a charge should be made against a. person 
in Ii. public station-that he was using means .to draw on 
tlus man to some act that" might afford a pretence of violence 
towards him 1 . 

I will, by and by, examine this paragraph, and I will Imputation 

11 • h f: . h' h . d fouudedon pu .It to rags-t e acts upon W lC It stan s-every error. 

I)art of it. I will examine it to the quick, and show,that all 
this which is made matter of imputation against.~Ir. Hast- . 
ings ~ mistake-I will say no more-is mistake on the part 
·of those who have alleged this very circumstance; and that 
.the letter on which such foul imputations are allege~. will be 
found to have been in consequence of the representations 
made to Mr. Hastings, which it was his duty to attend to; 
and that all the ideas of its not being true are founded on 
the mistake of those who have drawn this very paragraph. 

Mr Lords, the first measure in the ,charge . against Mr. ~m~n~on 
'IIastmgs is the demand made upon the .9th ~f .J uly & 177 &. to :~ai~:!fu 
-Tht: measure is, requiring Qf Cheyt Sing ~ contribut~ ~ :f:.=o~:
share towards the burden ofthe war, by consentinK to. raise POYs. 

and maintain three battalions of sepoys at his ownexpense~ 
That is. the .propos}tion. :your. Lordships. will: find the 
manner. ID which It IS made up mto an arbcle. of' charge. 
Your ·Lordships will find that the measure itself bears a. ver~ 
small proportion indeed to the criminal imputation~ that are 
put npon it. The measure is not disputed. The manner in 
which he i3 represented to be guilty is this:~ . 

"That the said Warren Hastings, while Gm"erDor-General. in direct Quotation· 
breach of his duty and of the trust reposed in him,.and in positive con- =.he 
tradiction to the treaties. stipulations and engagements, which existed . 
between the East India Company and the Rajah, with a view to harrass, 
distress, and finally to ruin the said Rajah, in consequence of preconceived 
malice against him, did, on some day in the month of July, in the 
year 1778, under the pretence of. WIll" in Europe, of which he, the said 
W IIlren Hastings, had not any authentic accounts, and at a time when 
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IIII'D. l79!. the treasury of the East India CompllDy wu nnusnaDy full, and .hell 
- . DO geneJ'8l levy or contribution was made upon eny other peraona in 

situations similar to that; of the said Cheit; Sing. require that; the said 
Cheit Sing should furnish three battalions of sepoy8 at his 0WIl expense 
for the eervice of the said East India Company: end did erlod from 
the said Chat Sing the 8UlD of five lacks of rupees. under preteuoe of 
providing and paying for the said battalions. " 

We are a long time before we come to the measure. 
There are a great number of worch before it, and in them 

Assomplioll consists all the charge. The charge. your LorcWUps see, is 
of_yeo in the triple way that I have stated it. Here is the mea

sure; how do you make it out to be criminal? <c Why, in 
three waYd i-First, as to the motive--preconceived malice. 
Secondly, as to the nature and quality of the act-in direct 
breach of treaty. And, thirdly, as to the object and design 
-to ruin the man." Take this along with you, and it is a 
prescription for a charge of a high crime-and misdemeanour 
for anyone act a public man does: for, only annex your 
idea of hi1I motive. put your construction upon the act, and 
superadd to that an object for it, and then any vote which 
any of your Lordships may at any time give in Parliament 
may be made a high crime and misdemeanour. There
fore, I only beg that it may be seen in what the criminality 
consists; and that it may not be supposed to be what the 
honourable and learned Manager, who summed up upon this 
head, said,-that the evidence exactly coincided with the 
charge. So it does, if it means that Mr. Hastings proposed 
the measure. Here the nature and the quality of it is left 
out~ and I prove the charge because I prove the measure. 
But the material points are that which is matter of opinion. 
Was it such as you represent it? Was it matter of suspicion? 
Did it arise from such a motive, and was it directed to such 
an object? That is the point; and that is to be examined 
in a different manner with respect to one ground upon which 
they attack this transaction, namely, the nature and quality 
of it. 

I have troubled your LorcWUps at full lengtb, and sball 
not repeat a word .·itb re..'"pect to this or any otber demand. 
)f a proper occasion arose for making such demands, I shall _ 
take tbe liberty of assuming that I have e&1tablished the right 
to make these demands; and I conceive tbe prosecutor can
not succeed in making good this charge, unless he can, ill 
tbis and in all other instances, establish two things-fint, 
that the acts that are charged are in themselves unjust or im
proper; in the next place, the bad intention. Because, it he 
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will admit that all the measures towards this man were just, Z9 J'l!B.179i. 

it is no matter what the intention was; for the law does 'Intention 
• . . h d t 10

• 1 t not~ecl not respect mtentlon Wit regar 0 po lhca ac s, any more by the law. 

thllD a8 it breaks out into actual effect. If all the measures 
were right, no matter what was the intention. It is, there-
fore, neceSilary, as one ground to establish your charge, to 
prove tbe act not to be right. Then, if you admit to me that 
the moth'e was a good one, though the acts were wrong, 
yet if the motive was pure, if they proceeded from a real 
desire to discharge his duty, then in a criminal charge it 
does not signify whether the acts are right or not: the inten-
tion is the thing to be looked at. Did the man, quo animo, 
act honestly and bont1.jidr, from a sense of duty? If he did, 
though he ,vas mistaken in the measure, and though your 
Lordships, in your superior wisdom, reviewing the measure, 
might wish the matter had been otherwise, yet, if the heart 
Iltands right and he had no bad intention in anything that 
was done, no matter what were the acts. I state this 
only for precitlion, because the prosecutor is bound to prove 
both. I hope I shall show he has neithcr proved that the acts 
are improper, nor laid any ground from which an inference 
can be drawn to show any improper motive. 

As to that part of this transaction which respects the ~ues~ont of 
breach of treaty and all the rest, I have submitted my feeble o!:'&.o 
arguments to show that there was no breach of treaty com..; 
mitted by Mr. Hastings in demanding assistance from this 
mau: and, that being the only ground upon which the breach 
of treaty is imputed in this Article, I take the liberty of 
eaying that that part must be wholly laid out of the case; 
that your Lordships cannot vote that he has been guilty of 
a breach of treaty, without negativing all the antecedent 
inquiries which I have submitted to your Lordships' obser-
vation, and saying there is some treaty by which we are 
prohibited from making these demandso But there is none. 
But I do not say that, having estahlished the right, there-
fore I have justified the exercise of that right. 

The next point, then, is with respect to the motive. The The motive. 
motive is preconceived malice to Cheyt Sing. I have, in the 
first place, observed that it can, on the part of the prose-
cutor, be no more than suspicion. He cannot with certainty 
know the heart of another: it must be that the quo animo the 
act was done is, on his part,' matter of suspicion. I do not , 
know the means by which one person can with certainty HaJieeino 
know-I do not mean to sny thnt he may not by evidence =leot 
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29 F~792. prove-the intent of another man's mind. I shall come to 
that presently; but I am proceeding only by steps. I say 
that the sort of thing imputed is not capable of being .a..scer
tained to a certainty, on the part of the prosecutor, but is 
~atter_ of suspicion., What, can the defendant, who denies 
it, say in answer? What can the purest mind say in answer 
to a charge against him, that the reason why he made this 
demand uponCheyt Sing was preconceived malice and a 
design to nlin him? In what way can the purest mind, the 
best intentioned servant of the public, answer it? 

Denial by _ First, he would answer it by positive denial. That 
~.Hast- Mr. Hastings has done. He has denied it, with a t10lemn 

appeal to that Being to whom and himself ,alone with cer-
tainty is known what his intentions were. , 

Concurrence The next thing which a pure, mind would do would be to 
ofotheJ'S.' " Th " h'ch 'h h .. d say,- e ,measures w 1 youc arge to ave ongmate 

in a personal motive with, me J will show you had the 
concurrence of many others, who are not suspected to have 
been under the 'influence of a similar motive."That I have 
taken the liberty of pointing out to your Lordships. ' 

Improb.... Thirdly, he would say,_U The imputation is in itself in 
r:;~b.~i~~ the highest degre..e improbable." ,That I undertake to show. 

In a word, that Mr. Hastings should have intended, in the 
year 1778, in the then state of affairs, himself conducting 
1;hatgovern~ent, with all, the pressure of public affairs 
upon him, and his own character, his fortune, his honour, 
everything that was dear to him; at stake on the event of it; 
the whole service in which he had been brought up and 
reared, that government that he had seen established there. 
which hung upon his arm and which he was to protect and 
support, under the pressure that there was in th& ye!JX ,1778, 
and the ensuing years; -to suppose Mr. Hastings purposely 
and deliberately to have endeavoured to excite 'within ,his 
own government internal commotion, and to have ruined 
the man who could best assist them in, the most powerful 
province of the empire, who was to co~operate with the~ 
against their host of enemies-that he should. at that time. 
when'conciliating all enemies, when he was applying himself 
to those who in Council by their unfortunate divisions had 
so much clogged the wheels of government, when he was 
appealing to them in the most strong and marked lan
guage, exhorting and entreating them to lay aside all 
political differences and co-operate in the public, defence, 
when everything waS at stake-that Mr. Hastings, in tha~ 
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h~ur. i£ he had con~eived malice or a bad. design against !II FlIB.1792. 

any body, [should attempt to act upon it] for his own sake, -
for his own interellt, without consulting his heart Qr giving 
him credit for a grain of integrity, would prove him guilty 
of the most extreme folly that ever existed in any man, as 
well as the greatest wickedness. What must have been his 
malice i£ he could lay aside alJ regard to himself, to his 
country, to the government that he was conducting, and at 
that moment descend to the littleness of' ruining a zamindar 
for the purpose of gratifying his, own private vengeance,. 
when all the affairs of the state were wielded by him-all 
the affairs of the empire, public and private, domestic and 
foreign, and his great mind embracing .them alII-that at 
that moment he should be plotting against himself; against 
the government he was conducting, and should at that time 
be endeavouring to raise up against the government an 
internal foe that was to blast all his schemes, to ruin all his 
hopes !-that he was to bury his government in disgrace, and, 
himself returning to this country, having nothing but his 
honour and his character to protect him here. that he was 
to come back a man blasted with infamy and folly! Do not 
let us imbibe these wild ideas, till we have them established 
by strong and clear evidence. Yet how can a man possessing 
an honest heart answer it but in this mode-by representing 
the gross improbability and absurdity of the imputation? 

There is, indeed, another mode in which an honest man ~ustiflca
can meet a slanderous imputation of this sort. He CaD say:b'..~. 
-" Reoo my character. What has. been my general cha~ 
racter?" My Lords, I do not forget an observation that 
was made upon this subject, much more neatly in the expre~ 
sion than justly in t.he application; as it seems to me, and 
which is to deprive Mr. Hastings of every means of defence 
that an hone.qt man can have. I do not forget· the observa~ 
tion that was made, that, in every Old Bailey calendar, we 
hear of Character I-Guilty I-Death!· It is a very neat 
observation, but how does it apply in the present case? 
'Vhat! my Lords, are we, in this sort of way,. by neat 
plUMes and by .eloquence, to deprive a man of his best 
support, when malice and intention is the charge and sus~ 
picion? How is an' honest man to defend himself2 if every 
means that he can have recourse to cannot avail him 1 If he 

• See the Speech of Mr. Burke in opening the Sixth Charge, printed in the 
present volume, p. 6. 
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!9l'EB.lm. produces the testimonials of all that lived under his govern
Test.:- ment, who say_CO We never looked upon this man to be a 
;:,':,~~~_ cruel man-to be that eastern tyrant, that despot, who 
~ und;... possesses that foul, black, heart, gangrencd to the core; we meur never found it in our country; we never believed it. " . 'Vhen 

he produces all this--" Oh! thesc people l.-nO\V nothing of 
the matter. I in my own library know all this matter: you 
know nothing of it. I know the injuries you sustained, 
tbough you know nothing of them. I have Seen the stripes 
you have bad, but you are so dull and stupid that you 
never found it out. All you that lived nnder his govern
ment, to whom he was dc.'U'-you are all in a mistake. I 
am right, in my own closet: you are all wrong, and _ I have 
found out what was the character of this man's government. 
You know nothing about it. You are all a set of tame, 
insipid, drivellers, and do not know the truth of it." 

O!El1I'Opean Then, if he is to call European witnesses, thE"y are not 
Wlmes.es.. of the same tame race; then they are to be all disposed of 

in a word :-" They are a banditti, and he the captain
general of them." So that all those persons who have known 
this gentleman, all the natives, all the Europeans, all that 
saw anything of him-why,-" they are all a set of accom
plices in the same wickedness; and you are not to attend to 
anyone of them, because they are only coming to support 
their captain-general; and these are all, from one end to the 
other, the gang!" Then what is a man to dl> who has 
conducted a government to thc best of his power? He 
appeals for the truth of that to all under his government
natives, European3, military men, civil men, who have all 
thanked him for his long and faithful services :-" Why, 
you are all wrong: I have discovered the whole, 1lnd you 
know nothing about this man." . 

Absence of 
complain'" 
from lbe 

r:£:01 
Are we to give credit to this? Must not we rather sup

pose tbat the individual is mistaken, or that the individual 
suspicion is wrong 1 WhE"n it militatE'S with that, it could 
not exist. Is it possible tbat any person, with such a heart 
as he has been represented to have, could, for thirteen years, 
conduct tbat government, and that. after all, there should be 
-as Mr. Shore has stated-not one complaint against him? 
When the charges have been handed about all India, all that 
eloquence has not made one convert. They are all obstin
ately of the same mind about him; and~' to this hour," says 
Mr. Shore, in 1789, "when I left the countrY, there w.a.s not 
one complaint against him!" "When all the· testimonials are 
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favourable to him, when all the persons under his govern- 29FBB.1792. 

ment-EUl'opeans and natives-love and adore him, then the -
right honourable gentleman is to tell us that he possesses 
"a heart black and gangrened to the core;" that he is. an 
eadem tyrant, an eastern despot; that he never dines 
without creating a famine, and that he is feeding his ravenous 
maw with all the blo04 and wealth of that country.· Are 
these extravagant ideas to be entertained with respect to 
Mr. Hastings ?-or are we to give credit to the omnia, undique, 
consentien. multitudo' They are all for him, to a man. 
They are all gratitude. 

Good God I my Lords, in a time of adversity friends are General con

apt to faU off. Would gratitude bring forward people to ~~~:on:y 
hang about him with such ardent affection, to come pressing !-;:;JiJ!.":!: 
forward to vindicate his honour and his character, and to tty. 
represent him to be not the man you supposed him to be, 
unfortunately for Mm 1 Would gratitude induce men to 
perjure themselves for a tyrant? Would gratitude induce 
Major Gilpin to say of him-" there is not in any country 
a more amiable private character than Mr. Hastings?" 
',"ould gratitude induce Major Gilpin to speak of him in 
the way he does, who says, without ever having received 
any favour of him, or seeing him till he saw him at 
St. Helena, that the- distinguishing characteristic of his 
government was humanity? How are we to account for 
this? 'Vould accomplices present themselves, the voluntary 
witnesses to their own and his guilt?-Would they come for-
ward, iIi the face of the J?ower of one branch of the Legisla-
ture levelled against an mdividual, and attest repeated per-
juries with respect to this gentleman? I hope, therefore, 
that your Lordships will rather believe the more probable 
and the more natural supposition, namely, that all this may 
be an unfavourable impression taken up with respect to this 
gentleman, rather than impute perjury to'so many persons 
who had the best means of knowledge of his public and 
plivate character. _ 

I .admit that charac~er as opposed to a direct fact is ~pe)' OCC&o 

nothing; and I never WIll have recourse to character where ~~~!~ra.d
there ia any other means by which I can examine the charge. ebiden: of 
But when it rests on suspicion, when it rests upon impu- C arac r. 

tation which cannot be met by direct evidence, I am for 
opposing to it one of those defences that an ho~est man is 
furnished with. which is the best reward of a good life, of 

• See Mr. Burke'. 'Speech in opening the Sixth Charge, printed in the 
present volume, p. 84. 
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'00 FBB • .1792. an honest heart, namely, a good character in public and 
- 'private.' That does and ought to stand in stead when this 

black and wicked design is imputed to him~tosay that 
the very contrary was the known character of Mr. Hastings 

'in that country ; and that, if he had any particular fault, it 
was a peculiar attention to the natives of that country,and 
lending too favourable an ear to them, as opposed against the 
British inhabitantS. 

!rr~icat~o~ But~ niy Lords, give me leave to put a case-and I will 
cip\e e~';:"put a mostextra'Vagant caSe. Suppose that ; the right 
:~~:ed honourable Manager,who opened this charge-and whom I 
=~~~~ do not seehere--'-suppose that he had lain under a similar 
secutors; -imputation with that of Mr. Hastings.. Mr. Hastings is here 

charged with 'having preferred against Cheyt Sing false, 
wicked arid malicious; charges. I will suppose any body 
had been base and wicked'ElDough to impute to him that he 
'has preferred against Mr. Hastings-what, I am sure, 
nobody would fora.: 'moment believe, and I am; 'Persuaded 

'your I.ordships Will.not believe; and I put it purposely, 
~ecause nobody can believ~ it-:-thathe had preferred false, 
'wicked and malicious, charges. :What would be the answer 
of tha~ right honourable person; whose heart is as pure and 
'as clear from any of these mean and pitiful passions as any 
man that lives? Firllt, he would deny it. Next, he would 
say~" In that measure which, you say, was owing to my 
inalice, I have the concurrence of others who are Dot under 
'that'imputanon;" Next, he would say...L.'~ The charge 'is,' in 
·itself, in the highest degree improhable-that I should be 
'intending tO'ruin anindividuat.'" Next, 'he would say-,-" I 
present to you my character.. All that know: me-all my 
friends, public and private-know that I am a person not 
capable of that m~an and detestable passion which you impute 
to me." Arid would it be enough if the person who accused 
him was to get up and, in a sneering manner, say-" Chs.
rooted-Guilty !-Death ?" Or, to say of all his friends 
that crowded round him-" You are a set of banditti that 
are not to be 'attended to. He is the captain-general of 
iniquity of you a}l; and you who know him in public and 
in 'private are not to be listened to at all?" What could that 
right honourable person do? I rather think he would be 
under' one disadvantage in the' comparison, because the 
charge~ preferred against Mr, Hastings are not true, but the 
charges preferred against Cheyt' Sing by Mr. Hastin~~._~r.e • 

-true;'" ........... - . --... -- ..... ' -- ... _.-' -:- . '~"',:"-' 

But nobody will say ,if the charges ag3.i~st Mr.}Ia,stin&s 



Speech oflJfr. Plumei'. 775 

were not true, that it would by any means follow, or that IIUt'BB.179Z. 

anybody would have the wickedness to impute to him, that 
he had not honestly discharged his duty and acted without 
any criminal or improper motive, though he might seem too 
zealous in pressing them. He acted from a good motive, 
though the charges are mistaken. I, therefore, only say 
that you should, in common charity, deal with Mr. Hastings 
as you would be done by. I do not say-" Judge not that 
ye be not judged;" but.I say-" Act as you would be acted 
by; and let his conduct be judged as your own would be, or 
as any man's must be." I present all the modes of defence, 

. to negative this foul and wicked imputation. 
1f I do in every manner negative it, I trust your Lord

ships will then think that, though I have recourse to cha
racter in this instance, it is not to avoid a minute and 
accurate discussion where that can be had; and, if. I was 
not to have recourse to character, there might be left out 
one of those means by which an honest man can defelld 
himseI£ .' 

There is another 80rt of answer to a charge of this kind, Grounds or 
by which an honourable man might defend himself; and tha:t ~~':. ~puta
is, in examining the grounds upon which the imputation is malice. 
fixed. Now, with respect to that, we have heard in the 
course of the year 1789, I think, a variety of discussions 
with respect to circumstantial evidence. In that year, the 
records of the proceedings of your Lordships will be found, 
generally, to consist of very little more than the proclamation 
and the decision of incompetent evidence. The .Managers 
withdraw; they protest against the determination, and pre-
Bent the same evidence again, and desire your Lordships will 
take it into your more deliberate consideration, for they do 
Dot approve of your determination. In the course of that 
year, in the speeches which were made before and alwavs 
after the determination, I remember there was a constant 
reference to Capt. Donellan's trial, as if his trial had proved 
anything new OD the point of evidence. Circumstantial 
evidence is equal and, in some cases,. superior to direct 
evidence. Why, everybody knows that without quoting 
Donellan's trial for ever. We have had it quoted about a 
dozen times, to establish a proposition which is a self-evident 
truth. But does not every body know that there are three 
sorts of presumptions; the violens, the pTobabilis, and 
another so~, which is the lev;. et temeraria-that light and 
rash presumption which, 6ays Lord Chief Baron Gilbert, has 
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23 F~17l1Z, no weight at all in a court of justice 1 Now, there ill not 
even that levis et temerana, your Lord~hips sec, in this ease 
when you corne to examine it; for the very groundd upon 
which they impute thid malice to Mr. Hastin~ will be 
found to be the very grounds which justify the act! 

Cbeyt Sing's The first ground upon which it is discovered that Alr, Hast-
miseenduct· h d \' • Ch S" f' d assllmed to lDgS a ma Ice agalDst eyt mg Id an act 0 mIscon uct 
r!C~~.~!.!.~ in Cheyt Sing. That id the proof of it. We have no 
jogs. evidence upon it, except a pas~age in that narrative which I 

shall allude to presently. But they have found out that, in 
1777, Cheyt Sing sent a wakil down to General Clayering. 
At the time when there was a struggling for the government. 
when matters were bordering upon civil violence, and when 
there was an attempt, on the part of General Clavering, to 
wrest from Mr. Hasting!! the government, Cheyt Sing sent 
down a wakil with a commission to General Clavering. 
What is the inference? Here it is! "Here is the malice! 
We have found out the cause of Mr. Hastings' malice." 
Have you any evidence of it? "Yes! we have got the 
fact." But how do you know Mr. Hastings had any malice 
for it. .. Oh! that I suspect." You have found out an 
instance of Cheyt Sing's misconduct, and, upon the ground of 
it, you say-" this, I am certain, was the cause of it all." 
Why? did he ever, say so? Did he ever reprimand him? 
Did he ever'censure him or express the smallest disapproha
tion at the time upon the subject? "No; it was aU locke<l 
up in his own breast; I am sure it was, and I find it burst
ing out in the year 1'178; and that is my suspicion." Is 
that suspicion warranted by what Mr. Hastings I!8YS about it! 
How does he mention it? He 8ays-" These designs of the 
Raja-having stated them all-appeared in a manner most 
unequivocal to everybody. Looking back to the account of 
this man's misconduct,"-says he,-" here were a great 
number of circumstances which showed he had these bad 
designs; and these designs were favoured by the unhappy 
divisions in our government." And 'then he states this as an 
instance of his looking to Calcutta and then regulating his 
conduct about it. Is the fact so? Did he not do so? I will 
point out the whole history of this person's conduct through
out; that he was constantly keeping his eye upon Calcutta: 
and. though' these divisions, most unfortunately for the 
country., did encourage him to do as hc did, I impute nothing 
to tbe gentlemen that were the authOrd of it. 

Mr. Hastings has, in a manner which does him infinite 
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honour, wIlen he had occasion to speak of it, obviated the 29FBB.1792. 

imputation by saying,-" J owe it, in candour, to the gentJe- Cand;;;;;.ot 

man whose name I ha\'e reluctantly rntroduced into this ~~!as.! 
account, to obviate an inference that may be made from it quittinKtabia 

h h J ad • h 1· . I d fi I" opponen t at e I any part JD t ese po It.ICS. 0 rom my leart ori,!,Proper 

h d l'b I . h· hI· motIves. -says e-" e I erate y acqUIt 1m; owe\'er may, m 
the moment of instant disappointment, have suffered my 
mind to catch such a suspicion: but if I have, it has becn 
faithfully concealed within my own breast." That was the 
manner in which Mr. Hastings acted towards his .absent 
opponent. He did not, behind his back, by anonymous 
publications. endeavour to traduce his character or to wound 
his reputation; but, when there was the least possible chance 
of a hint being given to the prejudice of the absent person, 
he caught it up instantly. He takes blame to himself. 
That shows what the honourable feelings of this gentleman 
nre. If he has for a momeut spffered his mind, in the 
moment of recent disappointment, to catch such a suspicion, 
he hlUl, at the first opportunity, disavowed it, and has taken 
blame .to himself for having entertained it; and he has 
deliberately and from his heart acquitted the person who 
might lie under suspicion of it. That was the way in which 
lIr. Hastings acted upon this occasion. 

Wit~ I·espect to the divis.ions themselves, witho~t. j?Iputi~g ~::;: ~ng 
any klDd of blame to hIm, I say that the dIvIsIons dId o~tbe.dt'i. 

d I fti t h · d feh S· 810n81O. pro uce t Ie e ec upon t e mm 0 eyt lUg to encourage Council. 

him in his disobedience; and I will prove that by a de
claration of the very gentleman whose opposition was sug
gested as the cause of these misfortunes. I will prove it by 
his declal"ation of his own opinion of the great importance of 
unanimity. particularly as applied to Cheyt Sing-that, if 
the propositiou was c.'1rried unanimously, the probability 
was that he would not oppose it. Then it is clear his idea 
was that, if it was not unanimous, if there was a division, 
it would encourage the Raja to make opposition; and, in 
point of fact, it did so. 

I will show, throughout all the history of this man, that 
such were the effects of the divisions in the government. I 
do not presume to lIay a word upon the effect of opposition 
in a popular government. It has its good and it has its 
evil. I have no offensive meaning in the expression. I 
mean that public debate upon public measures, when the 
operations of government are opposed, has its good and 
)las itl' ~VH- No1>odl wpqlcl wish, in a free government, 
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z9FBB.1792. that it should not exist. Nobody will deny, however, that 
there may be occasions in which the operations of govern
ment may be iIi some degree affected by it. Not that, on 
that account, there is in the persons, engaged in it the 
smallest imputation whatever; but everybody will be 
agreed in this-that, in a government which is remote from 
the seat of empire, consisting of a small number of persons 
who are to govern, and in a country like India where a 
foreign yoke js to be imposed upon the people, and millions 
are kept, a8 was justly .observed, upon the thread of opinion, 
if it ,should ever unfortunately happen that there are 
divisions among those wh.o are to govern, it must have an 
important effect upon all the operations .of government in 
that country-as was' the case here. Those who are 
disposed to disobey and to avoid the demands .of govern
ment will, ~e induced to do it; 'when they can find anybody 
in the Council that will support them in that opposition. I, 
therefore, hope that no just inference arises from the obser
vation, made by Mr. Hastings, with respect to the effect that 
the divisions in the Council had upon the conduct of Cheyt 
~~ , 

SIIPJlO!Iitioll As to this suspici.on, ,.of a supposed design, from that 
otde,ngned h'l Ch' S' " h fi I" hostilit;,: to moment, ostI e to ,eyt 109, 10 t e rat pace, YOIl 
C,heyt SlDg. h~ve n.ot the least· evidence to support such· a supp.osition. 

Mr. Gra
ham's 
doubts 
otCheyt 
Sing'aft .. 
dolity. 

In the next place, though it does not lie upon me to prove 
the negative, yet Iwill .on my part negative it, in a ;way 
that 'will satisfy everyone that hears it that Mr. Hastings 
never did harbour the smallest resentment against Cheyt 
Sing, upon this supposed, cause .of resentment, which hap
pened in the year 1777. But I will show your Lord:>hips 
that, subsequent to that peri.od, when complaints upon c.om
plaints were' made against Cheyt Sing by all the pers.olls 
who saw hiS conduct'and perceived what he was aiming 
at, so far from having any allim.osity against Cheyt Sing, 
Mr. Hastings could' not be brought to listen to th.ose 
accounts, from his partial regard t.o him, and that was the 
complaint .ofth.ose gentlemen who had the best 0pP.ortunity 
.of knowing that such waS the fact. I rec.ollect a private 
letter to Mr. Hastings, in 1777, from Mr. Graham, wherein 
he represents to him his strong d.oubts .of the fidelity of 
Cheyt Sing; .. but "-'-says he-" I know your partial regard 
to: him;' and I aiD. unwilling to touch upon the subject 
lwithout 'first examining it, to see that I am perfectly well 
(ounded:' lIe theD. represents his'my.steriol.ls conduct: and 
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your 'Lordships will find that, in truth, it,!as', ~ntireJy B9 F~'1D¥
owing-as Mr. Graham alludes-to Mr. HastlDgS' partial . . 
regards for this man, that he did not listen to· the constant 
representatioIis that were made to him of his misconduct in 
various ways-of his infidelity to the government-and that, 
in all the conduct of this person-such as I shall, by and by, 
show it to have been-he did not have recourse, as perhaps 
he ought to ha!e had, to stronger means to bri,ng. hi~ back 
to a sense of hiS duty, and to prevent all the 'mlS~hleVOU8 
consequences that at last happened. . '. 

I will show that, in the year 1780, a person who was nElar Comp~&ints 
Mr. Hastings applied to him and made complaints, as he had~~~;~eit 
done over and over again, of the bad police in the country ~:[:~ 
of Cheyt Sing, and of his misconduct. When he came to " 
represent complaints about him he could scarcely get a hear-
ing. Mr. Hastings turned a deaf ear when Cheyt Sing'was Not en· 
the subject of complaint: Alid your Lordships will' find, w hat ~t-br 
is still more satisfactory, that, in the year 1781, when Mr. ings. 
Markham was sent up as the . Resident, the very last ::n~~ 
wo~d~' 8p~ken. by Mr. H~ting.s . ,to Mr. ~arkham. ,,:~re:. ~~k'ham of 
adV18JDg him like a fa.ther 10 hIS conduct to Cheyt ~SlDg; forbea.ra.nce 

advising him not to let any circumstance induce him at.any :r::&ing. 
time to betray any impatience towards him ~ . tQ try' what 
forbearance and moderation could do; to beg of ,him to: come 
back to a sense of his duty; to exhort him to furnish the 
Company with the cavalry that the service required;' to tell 
him-U I am afraid Mr. Graham has'been harsh·.with Y0lr'f' 
to try what other means will do; to entreat" exhort, beg of 
him. This was in the very last year, the- year 1781. Then, 
when he expressed himself in that confidential manner to 
Mr. Markham, at the time he was going up, can it possibly 
be belie-ved that this suspicion-for it is no ,more-is well 
founded?' It is obviated in every possibly way r and it is 
rendered extremely improbable from evert cireumstance that 
attends it. I hope I have satisfied your Lordships, in this 
way of considering it, that there is no just ground for, the 
imputation. . 

I will now proceed to examine the grounds upon 'which 
this imputation, so heavy and' so severe; is laid upon Mr. 
Hastings. Your Lordships will see, when it conies to be Reasons 

stated, that there are three grounds of suspicion upon -Which l':~~~i: 
you are to rest. The measure itself must have been de-l,!~ !':n . 

. signed to ruinJum. . Why? . Because,-=-nrst,_i1.- WJUL.u.pon ghn~S-Uill _ 
pretence of war, of which you, had DQ . authentic accounts. e mg. 
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!9l'n.l'm. Secondly, because the treasury was unusually full. Thirdly. 
because there was no general levy made upon persons in 
similar situations with <'-"beyt Sing. Now, I will examine 
them all, and I will show your Lordships that there never 
were -stated grounds of prez:;umption so light and rash, so 
perfectly void, and so directly contrary, in every instance, to 
the facts. Every circumstance that is stated is directly the 
reverse. It was Mr. Hastings' bonnden duty to make this 
demand if Cheyt Sing was liable, which I have shown he 
was. If he was liable, he coulJ not .forbear to exercise that 
right in this instance, circumstanced as he was. 

lmputation Now the first imputation is, that it was upon pretence of 
~~ war, of which he had no authentic accounts. .. It is all 
or...... sham and mere pretence. You knew it was not necessary. 

YOll Jay hold of this pretence to vent the malice that has 
been rankling in your mind. You had no authentic accounts 
that could warrant such an act as this. That is my reason 
for suspecting you of malice." My Lords, there is one way 
of proving that he had no intelligence, which is, by not pro
ducing the intelligence, because, de non apparentilnu et non 
eristenlihus eadem est ralio; and, I observe, the prosecutor, 
who has undertaken to sny that the intelligence was not 
sufficiently authentic to warrant l\Ir. Hastings in an act of 
preparation, hns not said a word about what the intelligence 
was-that is, he has given no evidence of it. If he will 
not see what the intelligence was, to be sure, he may sup
pose there was none; but here is the intelligence, and I 
will now beg your Lordships, for a few minutes, just to read 
it, and see whether a man must necessarily have been influ
enced by malice who could act in a measure of preparation 
upon such sort of intelligence. 

Your Lordship3 will recollect what was the state of affairs 
in the month of July, 1778; that, prior to that time, the 
zeal, the vigilance and the dLq(!emment, of the noble person 
who, fortunately for this country, was the representa-

Inf~ation tive of the British nation at France,· had apprised the 
~ settlements in India, by an express messenger, of the designs 
!:"~ of Frauce. He had put them in a state of preparation to 

expect the storm that was about to burst upon them, by the 
concurrence of the Europeau and J ndian pOwers against the 
British nation, to drive U3 out of India and to set up our 
ancient rival there. Thus prepared to expect what soon 

• See the Introduction to VoL L. P. ltTii. 
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afterwarW happened, tlley receh'ed this intelligence from 29PBB.l'19!. 

Mr. Baldwin, who was the Company's agent, stationed at Intelligence 

Grand Cairo, for the very purpose of transmitting intelli- =v::i:~. 
gence: he say,.,- JIaIdwin. 

" In my quality of agent to the Honourable the East India Company, 
it may aeem incumbent on me to communicate to their Presidencies in 
India any intelligence which may affect their interest or safety, but I 
am in no doubt, in the present erisis of public affairs of its being my 
duty as an Englishman. I have, therefore. the honour to lar before 
r your Honourable Board a sequel of the advices arri"ed smce the 
departure or-Captain Thirleton, 011 the 7th of April, from Suez.] On the 
27th following, I received an express from my agent at Alexandria, dated 
the 25th of April, 17i8, containing the following adliee, viz. [' Last night 
came to an anchor, in this port. a Venetian ship under the command of 
Captain Tanabochia. being only nine days upon his passage from Coron in 
Macea, who brings advice that, before his departure from Coron, a French 
tartan came in there with public despatches for the French Consul, 
intimating the declaration of war with Kngland, and that an English 
.quadron had fallen in with and taken 28 sail of French ships laden with 
warlike stores for America. The French merchants have received the 
BaDle intelligence at the same time, and I thought it too consonant to 
the situation of public affairs not to take proper notice of it. Captain 
Pruen W&I that day goin~ to Suez, in order to depart, and I thought 
it right to present him WIth the following letter.] 

". Sir,-I have just received intelligence from Alexandria, dated the 
25th instant, to the following purport [/aere tollS inserted the copy of the 
before _tior&t'd paragropA]. Now, sir, as this intelligence seems more 
than probable, and a confirmation or contradiction. may arril'e in the 
course of a week, you may thiJlk it your duty to retard your prepared 
departure, in order to convey information of such importance to the 
Company's affairs into India. It is mine to offer it to your considEration. 
All the latest advices from Europe gave us the best founded Expectation 
or luch an event, and the unusual delay of some expeded merchant 
Ihips from Marseilles gil'e us room to conjecture that an embargo may 
hue been laid upon all shipping for the purposes of war. In order to 
~et the best klaireissement possible of the intelligence brought by the 
Venetian captain, and to gain time, if his report should be true, I shall 
immediately dispatch a messenger to Alexandria, with directions to my 
agents there to entreat the Venetian captain to make a regular deposition 
of the advice he brings, to affirm it in IJresence of witnesses, and to send 
it to me immediately. The messenger will be back in seven days. 

II • Cairo, 27th April, 1778.''' 
" Mr. Pruen answered me that he would postpone his departure from 

Suez until the return of the express from Alexandria, and 1 dispatched 
the messenger the same moment. In five days more, a more important 
messenger arrived to the French. On the 2d of May, in the morning, 
being in conversation at a French house. where most of the French 
gentlemen assemble, letters were brought in express from Alexandria. 
and distributed severally as they were addressed. M. Noel Olive, a 
young gentleman, 11"&9 the first that had perused the adyices, and, upon 
being asked impatiently by the Count de Hautefort, nen to whom I sat, 
what was the news, M. Noel Olive made answer, greatly agitated in his 
spirits, that the tartan was arrived from Marseilles bringing advices that 
the war was declared at Paris, on the 30th of March, against England. 
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2jlPBB.1792. The Count turned_ to me, -saying he _W&8 extremely sorry, and we 
'- mutually exchanged our wishes that it might not" be of long duration. 

I mention this to prove that I could -not have been mistaken in my com
prehension of M. Noel Olive's intelligence. It merited, notwithstanding, 
some c\oserinquiry, and I have discovered from unquestionable authority 
that the state of things is really as follows, viz. :-The court of France, 
predetermined to break with England, on seeing a war inevitable, issued 
orders to the Chamber of Commerce at Marseilles to dispatch tartans 
to all the ports in the Mediterranean, directing the Consuls -to put all 
their subjects upon their guard. That on the 26th March the . tartan 
sailed-from Marseilles with these orders, and her progress has since been 
to:Algiers, Tunis and Malta, and lastly to Alexandria. The captain of 
the tartan reports that, he being at Malta, on-the 16th of April, a 
courier arrived there with the advice of the declarstion of war at Paris on 
the-30th of March. The French merchants at Cairo want to conceal this 
advice; but the many concurring circnmstances make it to'o strong a 
presumption not to give it the most implIcit credit. The private advices 
obtained by indirect means from the French merchants themselves con
:firm all these reports, and say, more, that the Government at Marseilles 
has sequestered two English vessels then in that port, and had made the 
crew prisoneril. But as strong con:6rmstion as -any is in a private letter 
from-the most capital house of Marseilles to a French merchant here. It 
is dated the 25th of March. I- read it. It says thus :-
_ -'" By the earner just come in from Paris, we receive assurances that 
Lord Stormont -has been recalled, and that England declared war against 
France on the ] 8th current. In consequence of which advice the Mahon 
packet-boat made sail i=ediately for Mahon. . This I attest to -you 
upon oath, and that every circumstance herein recited--is the report of 
the French themselves.' - -

:,. The arrival of the tartan'is manifest to all the' world. To "add 
however weight to these assertions, to give such a degree of authenticity 
to -an intelligence which may 80 deeply affect the counsels of all India as 
seems proportioned "to, or rather necessary to, its independence, 1 have 
entreated the English gentlemen, fortunately at present in Cairo, to 
subscribe to the' following opinion, viz. :-' That many of us were 
present, on tllli -second instant May, -at the conversation when the French 
advices arrived. That we have severally heard the above reports con
:firmed from different people. That it is the :firm opinion of every one of 
us that the war is unquestionably declared; and that it is for the interest 
of the nation that the intelligence should be conveyed to India as 
~icpeditiously as possible.' [Names of subscribers.] -
. _ .. With the above authority, I trust, honourable sir and sirs, you will 
justify my zeal ,in hastening away this dispatch. I have only another 
observation til make, which leads to the -general conclusion, that the 
merchant ships expected from Marseilles have suspended their voyages 
and confirmed my conjectUres of the embargo laid upon the shipping there. 
This considered with thCl other weighty circumstances have determined me 
not to waittiIlthe return of the post from Alexandria. Five ships are 
at Suez, by which any momentous intelligence can be conveyed. If I 
shoUld require ordel'll or tbeexigencies should require it, I entreat the 
ho','or of your protection.-Cairoj 4th May, 1778." * 

• Letter of George Baldwin_ to the Governor General and Council of Cal. 
cutta, dated Cairo, 27th April, 1778,-:,Printed in the" Minutes or the Evi
dence," &c., p. '1478. 

:'- _. "-'- . 
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This intelligence was· confirmed by the oath of Mr. :Bald .. 211 I'im. 1m; 

win to his belief in the truth of war being declared; and it -
was confirmed by the conduct of the French merchant.s, &c. 
The intelligence is sent to Bombay. They despatch the 
Company's vessel, the Morning. Star, conveying intelligence 
to a certainty of war being declared between France and 
Great Britain. That is Mr. Hastings' "pretence of war, of 
which he had received no authentic accounts"! Upon this 
pretence of Mr. Hastings, the Council met on the 7th of 
July-two days before the 9th of July-whell the mea-
sure in question arose; and upon this" pretence of war, of 
which they had no authentic accounts "-upon this pretence 
of war, the whole Council resolved. unanimously, upon the 
7th of July, in the manner I am going to state:-

II As the truth of the intelligence contained in the above letter from Resolutinn_ 
Mr. Baldwin is not to be doubted, and as it must be soon followed with o~ the Co,:,u
an authentic confirmation of the fact, the Board judge it necessary to ~} ~:ei:~~~ 
take their measures immediately upon it. 'They are of opinion that the ligenoo." .. 
most effectual step for guarding against any hostile designs, &c'" 

Now, without tiring your Lordships with the account ofMea.'<Ureot 
what follows, I will only state what is the measure they ~:~:::yto 
adopted upon this pretence of war, which was a mere . sham ;g~~u~~. 
of Mr. Hastings. The whole Board, upon the 7th of July; 
resolved unanimously to recommend to. the Council at 
Madras to commence an act of open hostility against France, 
by immediately laying siege to Pondicherry. They, besides 
that, direct that a letter [should be suppressed] which was 
about to be sent to Colonel Leslie, and ~hich was ready for 
signature; directing his march across the country: they im
mediately order him to stop where he was; to march into a 
neighbouring country; to be ready to return the very first 
moment of what was expected soon to· happen. ·Ro that· 
this pretence of wart which was not sufficiently authentic to 
induce a measure of preparation,. merely, in requiring. 1\ 
person who was a dependant of the empire to raise troops 
for the public defence-this pretence is'jhought sufficient 
for a measure of open, publiC; hostility against France t 

Mr. Hastings little dreamed, when he was acting for his .Tu8titleation 
h . d' h h· - II· of Mr.H .... t-country, upon sue an occasIOn, an WIt sue mte 1gence inl!!" oon-

before him, that he should have malice imputed against. him. !'':J~~ the 
Malice, indeed, he had, but it was against the enemies of his war. 

country! He had a deep-rooted malice against them, when 
he had every reason to believe the fact to be that war was 
declai-ed j a~d he _did nC?t_ stand upon. th~ mi~~~~l~_ pret~1!c?' 
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i9Pl!Ja.179L thai the· intelligen{le,was not authentic-that it did not come 
in the shape of a gazette, or under the great seal of a procla
mation of war. lIe did not 80 defend the Brifuh nation! 
No, my Lorru, his zeal for bis country took fire. When 
he believed it to be fact, he acted upon it; he exposed his 
cwn personal responsibility, if it was not true. But will 
any man tell me that the conduct of Mr. Hastings did not 
show that he believed the intelligence? "Why should he 
have resolved, npon the 7th of July, upon an act of open 
hostility a.,oainst France, if he did not believe it? Mr. H ... -t
ings acted.immediately, with that promptitude, with that zeal 
and anxious love for bis country that influenced him through
out all his government. Those very thing~ which are im
puted as crimes in :Mr. Hastings arose from an excess of 
zeal-an anxious wish to save the empire entrusted to him. 

f!i:,::~l7 Wh~t does he instantly! He proposes a Council to be 
t::.:,: called upon the very next day; and he devoted all his time 

in the interval to consider of what plan of operations could 
be formed for resisting this storm, which he had every 
reason to expect would burst upon him. 'That does he? 
He immedintely tells them that, upon the 9th of July, he 
will be ready with all his plan of operations upon the sub
ject. With an interval of only one day-anxiously em
ployed, indeed-his mind embraced the whole empi~ and 
wlmt it was nece;;sary to do to guard a.,aainst all our foreign 
enemies---:-what it was necessary to do to put the country 
in a state of defence. He comCi! forward with his proposi
tions, upon the 9th of July, of which this is one.-=- When the charge is, that this was a partial measure 

oUbepbn a.,uainst an individual. without any belief of the necessity for 
~ it, I was astonished to see the prosecutor propose to read 

only the proposition which respected Cheyt Sing. We did 
take the liberty to desire that the rest of the minute might 
be read, and 1 hope your Lordships will think that we were 
not justly charged with the imputation of delay, when we 
wished that an individual measure should not be looked at. 
in order to judge whether it was a partial meiLsnre or not, 
but that the whole plan should be looked at fairly. and not 
extracts and pieces of consultations. Look at the whole and 
see, my Lorru, whether it does not manifestly appear that 
he was not acting partially to an individual, but acting 

• See the lIionle of Mr. Hastings, deliveRd at the Board of Cakub, the 
9th Jnly. 1778.-rrioted in the "Minntes of the EvicleDce.- J.I. IM~ 
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• . ." /.:'0: 0, ~/~ 
"".4fok. Ioke • good Governor. and like the ~J!r .... JI1~ 
,Brit~h empire. protecting it against foreign and d' .t:st1~V' 4~ 
enemIes. ' '. __________-dI 

Let anybody look at his plan~ and see whether it is not a ~om~";;hen
general plan. comprehending all the empire. That which :,~e:f~ . 
occnpied his mind principally was that which my learned plan. 

friend treated .with so m~ch ability, and which I sh!l'll not Overillresto' 
repeat. respectmg the Raja of Berar. the Mahratta chIef. It the Raja of 

was a. favourite object with Mr. Hastings to'bring him round Berar. 

and to induce him to co-operate with u~. That formed the 
greatest part of the minute; and your Lordships will there 
pee how he discusses the state of foreign politics, and the 
obvious neces~ity of adopting I the measure with a view to 
the public defence. But he thought he should go but a. 
little way if be looked oniy to external alliances and did not 
guard for internal defence. He proposes, with respect to Proposal 

the country, that we should raise six or nine battalions of:,orai8er& 

sepoys: that, of them, three should be maintained by Cheyt ;,r;:. 0 se

Sing. He proposes that the pilots should examine the river, 
to see, the manner in which an enemy may approach, and Oth 

h d . . ,!'h . e1' pro-
W at means were proper to guar agalUst It. ere are SIX positions. 

or seven propositions of the same sort, to guard against the 
npproach of an enemy and to put the \V hole country in a 
state of defence: and, upon that day and the subsequeIit day, 
there was not a single spot subject to the empire of the 
Urit.ish nation that was uot covered by his protecting care. 
From east to west, nnd from north to south, by every means 
that an active, vigilant and zealous, Governor could. 'use, 
he protects it in every pnrt. He establishes at Buxar and 
Cbittagong, and every other place, every possible means of 
defence: and, if he had not provided for Benares, it would have 
been the only spot he had neglected. but which is the most 
valuable and important part of the whole, and· which was 
best able to support us. Look at the manner in which the 
pl'oposition is brought forward, and see whether the ma.nner 
of bringing it indica.tes nnything like concealment-burying 
it amidst a number of other things in order to avoid its 
being seen. He brings forward the proposition to speak for 
itself, as a part of that mode of defence of the empire which 
he thought necessary. • . 

At this very [Council] on the 9th\f July, Mr. Hastings, DoUbt:~
speaking of the intelligence, expresses himself with some ~r::':asti~gs 
degree of doubt upon the subject. H~ lays it before the ~~:~~~ . 
Board, in order that it might come forward with every dis- th~ir=.to 
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. 29 FUB. 1792. advantage upon the subject. He did not doubt but that the 
- intelligence ·was sufficient to authorise an internal armament, 

but the question was,. whether it was sufficient or not for 
the immediate measure of hostilities against the FreDch. 
Mr. Hastlings says,- . 

.. The proposition [with which I shall now conclude, I offer with 
much diffidence and hesitation. It has been the constant subject of my 
thoughts since our last meetin~, and though I now incline to recommend 
it, I see the objections' to it ui. so strong a light 8.8, added perhaps to 
those which may be suggested by other members of the Board, may 
induce me to change it, but I will briefly state it.· The war having been 
notified to us, though not by authority, yet confirmed by evidence of 
such strength 8.8 to amount to a degree of certainty next to absolute, 
shall we proceed upon it 8.8 upon the grounds of a war declared and 
notified in all its forms r or shall we wait the confirmation of it which it 
is probable we may not reeeive for this month or six weeks yet to come? 
the consequence of our determination on 'this question. if in the a.ffirma
tive will be, instantly to detach a I;Ililitary force to guard the approaches 
of Chandernagore, to demand the surrender of that town, and to appoint 
co~missaries to tak~ pos~ession of t~e publ~c stores, ~hipping, and 
private effects. of the mhabltants]. This combmed question I propose 
for the determination of the BOllol'd." 

Mr. Hastings had no doubt but the intelligence was suffi
. cient to induce them to prepare for defence, but· with respect 

to the offence he suggests his doubts, and he brings it for
ward-for the consideration of the CounciL What is the COD

~I~t~i()'~~. sequ~nce? Why, .in this !~stance, the ~hole Board we~e 
cit in.recom. unammous.upon thIs·propositlOn. They lDstantly resolve In 

r~.;~fes ·the affirmative, and direct that the French be immediately 
~~::. dispossessed: and they were dispossessed, fortunately for the 

country, before this authentic intelligence arrived. They 
,vere driven out of every inch of land that they had in that 
country. Chandernagore was immediately taken. and the 
French Governor, with all the stores and warlike instru
ments, all the French vessels upon' the river, were seized. 
News was fmmediately sent to the .Dutch and Danish settIe~ 
ments, to inform them of war being declared, and to tell them 
they apprehended the French would come under neutral 
colours and take advantage of their settlements, and desiring 
them to guard against it. There was every mark of an 
entire, sincere and firm, belief in every man upon the spot 
that .it was that sort of intelligence which warranted, not a 
mellsure of defence only, but a measure of open hostilitYI 
and upon this occasion our enemies have not complained that 
we were premature, but the British complain that Mr. Hast"" 
ings acted. upon this intelligence. Our enemies do not com
plain pf an act of open hostility: the British nation complain 
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of a m~re act of defensive preparation! And not' only so, 29 FEB. I'm. 

but they say thatthi8 proves that Mr. Hastings must have -= 
had malice against Cheyt Sing, and that he had a design to 
ruin him. This i8 the first ground upon which this imputa-
tion is founded. 
. If upon this intelligence Mr. Hastings had not acted, what Mab~ity of 

would have been said of him 1 "Why did not you call upon in~ to ~t. 
Cheyt Sing?" II Why, because I had no authentio accounts." ~~m:o;rhe 
" Why, what a mean, a paltry, frivolous, quibble"-would it g~!~i 8m:. 
have been said-" is that I 0 I Sir you must have been lost. 
to all feeling for your country. Not sufficiently authentic ~ 
Sir, it is a mean, a paltry lie. You did think it sufficiently 
authentio to act against the public enemy; and do you mean, 
to tell me that you did not think it sufficiently authentio to 
('.all for the assistance of one of your own dependants P" 
What would you have thought of Mr. Hastings then 1 And 
yet these are the grounds upon which Mr. Hastings has. 
been loaded with these imputations, so improbable in them-
8e~ves, so reprobated by all that know him, negatived in 
every possible manner; and, when we come to ~xamine the 
grounds of it, this is a bubble that bursts into Jlir; this is 
the foundation upon which these heavy imputations have 
been thrown upon thit! faithful servant of the public who' 
has served them nobly; and his very acts of zeal, his best 
exertions for the publio safety are selected, not merely as 
matter of charge against him, but as the foulest charge-as 
showing him to be destitute of all feeling, 'f black and gan-
grened to the very heart! " . Mh Lords, the next ·circumstanoe of presumption upon Assertion 

h· h' . k d' h . h - that the W lC t 18 m~asure 18 attac e IS, t at t e treasury -~as'trea.sMi. 
unusually fulL Your Lordships will pardon me if I take was • 

the liberty of saying that this is an unusual accusation. It 
is the very first time that I have ever heard it imputed to 
the minister of a great country, at the opening of a war 
likely to be of a very great extent, that, as a measur~r of 
preparation, he had a. J!:reat deal of money in the treasury. 
If he had none. it might be some reason for not making a 
measure of -preparation. But it is a measure of resource:-
"you have recourse to a measure of resouroe when your 
treasury is unusally full" . 

In the first place, suppose it was as full as it could be- !,ecessity 

1 
•. -.or ample 

t 1at It was overflowmg; what would have been the conse- fund •• 

quence? We know perfectly well that, in that country, you 
must in a. great measure CIlrry on a w~ 1>y the money: that 

3 D 2 
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!!I I'D. 179!. yon have in hana; for, as to resources by taxeiJ and in the 
- modes in which you can raise money here, that is not easily 

done in that country, and we have fonnd the difficulty of it. 
If you cannot have a supply of money from home--and at 
that time, your Lordships recollect, the British nalion could 
send them none; tbey had ample demands for all the sup
plies they could raise here, and the minister did not ilend 
them a single farthing-what yon have in tbe trea..'"111"J is 
all you are to live upon, and you must carry on the war 
with that; and, as that is eating away by degrees, you cannot 
replenish it but by the ordinary revenue of a peace esta
blishment, with which you cannot carry on a war. So it is 
matter of imputation to All'. Hastings that he began a war 
when ~e had a full treasury; that he did not !lit down till it 
was empty, and then commence- a war. This, one of the 
gronnds to prove malice, and Captain Donellan's trial, ,,"ill 
be produced against yon to prove that this is presumptive 
evidence of direct malice. . 

~ of I will suppose the treasury was full. When the qnestion 
cru,;ts~;n is, whether the country is to be put upon a war establish
=...ClOIlHibu- ment, when measures of preparation are necessary for the 

public defence, is it not just and reasonable to call upon this 
man, supposing they had a right to call upon him? If we 
are to increase our expense for his and our defence, ought 
not he to contribute to it ? ,That! because we have a large 
sum by us, ought not he to pay something for an increased 
expense ? We are going to war to protect him and ourselves. 
" Well t what! will not you contribute ?"' " No ?" " Is the 
rest of the empire to bear all the load and you none?" 
~, Yes ! because if you touch me it will be malice. Sqneeze 
all the rest of the empire as much as you please; but do not 
touch me. I am much attached to the British nation, but I 
will not pay a farthing towards it; and, if you call upon me, 
it will be malice in you to make the demand." 

Motion of. We have a curious piece of evidence produced upon this 
::-.. ~ subject, and that is a motion of Mr. Francis for a loan. Now 

this pretence of intelligence induces All'. Francis to make a 
proposition for a loan. Upon this subject your Lordships 
have evidence adduced, but it is only part of the evidence. 
I had the curiosity to look a little further back into the evi
dence, seeing a part of the subject brought before your 
Lordships, to see how far this motion of Mr. Francis for a 
loan arose; arid it is supposed to constitute an inconsistency in 
:Mr. Hastings, that he should at the same time oppose a loan 
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and yet propose a measure or resource. That motion was» hB.17111. 

made by Mr. Francis upon the 23d of July, 1778. The -
subject is taken up in evidence in A~uost, 1778-

.. )lore than seventeen days having DOW elapsed since the first advices 
were received on which we have deemed a war with France inevitable "-

It is all a pretence or Mr. Hastings, and it happened that 
Mr. Francis concurred with him in that pretence 1-
.. and which haa detennined us to act; olfensively against that nation, 
I think ~ time that the Bow should immediately form a resolve upon 
the general plan of mea11W'e8 which the defence of Bengal may require us 
to adopt in the present conjuncture. The measures I allude to being of 
a general nature, and the resolutions leading to them being preliminary 
and fundamental. fall solely, as I conceive, within the judgment of the 
Board; the means and mode of execution may he detennined by mili
tary and of1icia1 advice. I propose, therefore, that it may be resolved, 
that it is the opinion of this Board that for the defence of Fort William, 
in the case of an invasion, and of Budge Budge, and to form an army of 
observation sufficient to keep the field. it Is indispensably necessarr that 
twenty battalions of eepoys on the present establishment, amounting to 
15,600 rank and file, IIhould be forthwith assembled at or Dear the Presi
dencr. Resolved, that of the above' force eight battalions shall be sta
tioned in Fort William, which, together with two regiments of Europeans, 
the militia, and all the artillery, except one company, with Itt propor
tionate establishment of Lascars and artificers, shall constitute the stand
ing garrifoD thereof. Resolved, that three battalions and a half of 
eepoy. and one company of artillery shall constitute the standing garrison 
of Budge Budge. Resolved, that the remaining eight battalions and Itt 

half of eepoys shall be employed in the field as an army of obaervatioD, 
or in the defence of IUch outposta and stations as the service may 
require. Resolved, that immediate orders be given to the officer now 
commanding in the field for the march of one of the regiments of 
c&'..Iry DOW stationed there forthwith to the Presidency, completing the 
1lalDe, if necessarr, by draughts of men and horses from the other regi
ments of cavalry: an:l that the above regiment shall act in conjunction 
with the army of observation. Resolved, that the above-mentioned 
twenty battalion. of aepoys shall consist of all the native troops now in 
the Company'. service, and that their places shall be IUpplied by new 
lilies for the defence of the Nabob of Oude's country, and of such other 
porta and stations as may require. it. Resolved, that the regiment of 
Europeans now at Burranyrow be ordered to the- Presidency. and quar
tered at Fort William. Resolved, that Colonel Ironside be immediately 
ordered into the Fort to take upon him the command thereof. with 
instructions to attend to the constant exercise and discipline of the gam
IOn. ..,.m.cularly to train and exercise all the Europeans, without distinc
tion,1D the working of I{UDII. Resolved. in order to expedite .the new 

. levies, and to compleat the twenty battalions destined for the service of 
the Presidency, the militia sepoys at the diJferent stations shall be revised, 
and IUch of the men as are fit for eervice draughted and incorporated in 
the established battalions, and that their places shall be _ supplied by new 
leviel. Resolved. that the colonels or commanding oflicer& of the seveJlll 
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l!9 FBB.1792. brigadeS' do make' an immediate return to the oommander-in-chief of 
- the actual. state of the field equipage, of the. number, state and condition, 

· of the' LascarS, anddrauglit . and carriage bullocks, elephants, &c., 
properly trained and fit for service; also a report of the quantity, 
quality and condition; of the several stores furnished by contract: and 

· that these reports be referred to the commander-in-chief for his opinion 
of the augmentations aild further provisions necessary to be made, in 
order to the compleat supply of the force' destined for the service Of the 
Presidency. Resolved, that the four companies of artillery be imme
diately oompleated by draughts from the European re¢.ments; and that 
two companies ,belonging to the. European regiments be .particularly 
'trained to the.service of the artillery; and that part of the natlveartillery, 
· equal in number to the four companies of Europeans, be selected and 
trained to the same service; and their pay made equal to that of the 
sepoys. I also think it my duty to propose it to the consideration of the 
Board, whether, considering the present emergency, .the extraordinary 
expenees to be provided for, the actual state of our treasury, the possibi
lity of.a diminution in our collections in ,case of commotions in the 
. country, and the advantage of possessing a quantity of 'specie, which 
in that case would probably be secreted, and of securing the fidelity of a 
number of wealthy individuals, it might not 'be adviseable to open the 
~~~)!~Y's treasury for a .,loall ~f, fifty lacs of current rupees at five per 

Mr. Wheler, upon that occasion, 6ays,-
Observa- ." [I take this opportunity to ~eclare that the above propositions, as 
Wh~ of Mr. well for the defence of ,Bengal as .for making the loan in question, meet 

er. with my entire concurrence and approbation. .The former, or something 
aaequate thereto, I' deem absolutely and indispensably necessary for the 
safety of the country committed to our charge, and that any further 
delay in takiJ;lg the most effectual precautions against the] possibility of 
an invasion, after the advices .we have received, and knowing the 
embarrassed state of our Government at home, which leaves, as little 
prospect of assistance from thence, will be absolutely inexcusable towards 
our employers, the people under our protection, and the British nation 
at large." ' 

These are the different propositions which are taken up at 
different periods of time. Now, what is the ground upon 
which Mr. Hastings opposes this? Does he do it because 
the country'was in silch a state that there was no danger and 

Objeotion . no alarm? No' he says~C< I am not quite so much fright-
ofM •• Bast- dId h· k hiD I ings to a ene as you are. . 0 not t 1D t gs wear 80 g oomy an 
loan. . aspect as you apprehend. I do not think we are in quite 80 

forlorn a state, and that we are going to have an invasion 
here of Bengal, but I think we ought to provide ~crainst it; 
and for that reason I have provided." 

But what is the, objection to the loan? Why. while we 

.. Minute of Mr •. Francis, 23d July, 1778 .• -Printed in the"Minutes of 
the Evidence," p. 1492; ',., , .' 
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have money And a chance of inoney we ought not 'to borroW, 29 FHB-I1M. 

" because "--says Mr. Hastings-" if we borroW' we must . -
pay interest, and that will add to the distresses of the Com-
pany. Do not let us borrow till we want; for, if we do, we 
shall subject the Company to the expenses of two lacs and a 
half'a year; besides, it will lock up so much money in the 
public treasury and take it, out of circulation, which will be 
another disadvantage. I think it might be a. bad measure 
now. Do the wealthy inhabitants propose to lend us money? 
-because, if they do not, my opinion is, it would have been 
an awkward appearance for us to be begging it. It might 
create an alarm in the settlement to be calling for it upon 
the present Occasion, and make an impression unfavourable 
to our credit." This is Mr. Hastings' conduct. ., Put the 
whole country in a state of preparation, but do not let us 

• take those measures that are not immediately necessary and 
which will be . attended with present bad effect.· Do not 
sound a11 alann in the settlement. Do not beat for volunteers 
to lend you money when you do not want it. I think 
"ith you that we ought to guard the country, but, if we 
have the money in our treasury that I think it is probable 
we shall have, probably we shall have enough. My senti
ments are for not borro,ving money, but taking measures for 
preparation." Now what inconsistency is there iIi this; or 
does it dord the least inference that Mr. Hastings did not 
Teel the necessity, because he did not choose to borrow? A 
man might perfectly well decide against a loan, and yet think 
it necessary to have recourse to a measure of preparation. 

I would only just observe further upon this head, before I Es~ated 
. . h ·th t h . h h h deficlencey. qUlt It, t at, WI respec to t e estimate t at t ey ave 

given in evidence, to show Mr; Hastings to have been or that 
opinion that would make it improper for him to increase 
the resources of the country-in that very estimate, when 
it comeB to be looked at, it appears, from the prospect 
Mr. Hastings had of it, that in that very year the expenses 
would exceed the income; consequently he had a prospect 
of running out. He, therefore, saw, at the time when he 
made . his estimate, that, though there was a prospect of con
siderable wealth,' yet there was a prospect-even if they 
had no addition of any other enemies-there was a prospect 
that it would gradually diminish, that it would become less 
and les& . 

Now, what an ~prudent Govem~r must he have }>een and :eo" 
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29 FEll. 1792. how wanting in his duty, if he had' sat supine and done 
neglecting n~thing, because he had a full treasury!' If he had not 
:~~:.recau. lo()ked out to every proper, fair, resourCfl, what would have 

been said of him, when, in that very year, I think, that sum 
of money was actually exceeded, and when I find that so 
large had heen the demand upon Bengal, that, in the month of 
June, 1780, a most important measure for the public safety 
was opposed upon' the ground that' we could not afford 
it~that we had then so small a sum in the 'treasury-that 
we were' reduced to such utter poverty and distress-that 
we were unable to carry on the war in the present state of if? 
What would have been said to Mr. Hastings then P' "Why 
did you not, in the year 1778, although you had a good deal 
Qf'money in the treasury, look out to the possibility of calls 
for money; even, though they were not foreseen? There 
might be demands for the other settlements. You know that. 
for the exigency of a wartJIey must all call upon Bengal. 
Theycould only maintain 'themselves on a peace establishment. 
[Y Oil know] that the Bengal 1reasury'must supply all the 
exigencies of the empire. It was your business to keep it 
full as long as you could; by calling upon all the dependants, 
of the empire to contribute towards it, to prevent that fund, 
which is the only oile you' had for exigencies,' from being 
exhausted." , 

Assertion There is only one other ground, as to this measure; upon 
~~'::'y~~~g which the imputation of malice falls; and thatis-that there 
:'essed. was no general:' levy made upon persons in similar situations 
No other to Cheyt Sing. We have generally answered, that there 
~";:;~r:'~Th: ... was no other person in a similar situation. It lies upon the 
~h:yrJlk. ,pr~secutors to. prove that t~e:e we~e an:y ot?ers. W e we~e 

at Issue upon It,-et probano lmpotlltur e'l 'quI affirm at. It IS 

-enough for me to say they have not produced any proof that 
there is any other person in' a similar situation with Cheyt 

Circum. Sing. But, my Lords, is it gravely meant to be argQed that it 
~t::;rsr!g's must have been malice to call upon Cheyt Sing, circumstanced 
position. as he was, when we knew what his situation actually was; 

considering the country he held-'what his wealth and ability 
were P I will state it to your Lordships in only three words, 
and then I would ask any man living, whether Mr. Hasting!! 
must not have been a most' partial and corrupt Governor i£ 
he had omitted to call upon Cheyt Sing tor aid, circumstanced 

Surplus IlS he was, with the ability that he had to furnish it to the 
revenueot Company. In the first place, the country that 'he held at a 
270,0001., 
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rent of 230,OOOL a year, yielded, as we now know, 500,0001. lI\I ~m. 
• year. He bad; therefore, a net surplus of 270,0001. a 
year. In the next place, he had great personal wealth. He p~ 
had [an inheritance] from his father, who was covetous in b=~_ 
the extreme, and who had long possessed the country and hisfalher. 

amassed great wealth: the report (If the country was that 
he died worth a kror of rupees; which is a million sterling. 
That would have been accumulating, from the year 1770, 
and added to by acquisitions of his own down to 1778, a 
period of eight year.; and, stating by any proper estimate 
tbe actual worth of Cheyt Sing at that time, by tbe savings 
ont of his annual revenues added to the probable wealth 
derived from bis father, I belie,"e it is within compass to 
reckon him· in possession of. wealth to the amount of two 
millions sterling. That he had immense wealth is known to ~ 
• certainty, by the treasure, he left· behind him when he left Bi:Jjq at. 
the country after his rebellion, and which W:lS actually found Gur. 

in Bidjey Gur; and there bad been considerable sums thrown 
over the walls of Bidjey Gur, and carried off. Tbe Raja 
himself: had gone oft' with 811 the money which he could 
carry, with a large vessel of jewels carried upon an elephant 
before him, filled to the brim; and, although he had gone oft' 
with aU that. portable wealth, there was found in Bidjey mherreo 

Gur by our troops very considerable wealth. He was, there- IIOllnleSo 

fore, abundantly wealthy in point of personal property. He 
was abundantly wealthy in his zamindary: it yielded a very 
considerable surplus, -over and above what his payments 
to ~overnment of his rent were, and over and above what 
could be wanted for bis own establishment and expenses. 
He had, besides, the whole internal government and the col
lection of the revenues committed to him. We could not 
call,upon him, as we could call upon other zamindars, for an 
increased rent. We could not do with him, as with other 
zamindars, holding at rack rent; . for it is in charge with us 
tbat, with respect. to the zamindars of Bengal and Belmr, we 
have squeezed too much, and that they could not pay for 
what they were then holding, as the others were all holding 
at rack rents. According to your own account, this man 
alone stood in this predicament, holding at a cert.'Lin rent, and 
being of that ability that, if you had a right to call upon him, 
you could not avoid ealling upon him. -

Besides, in all the other parts of the country you could 
.put ~blishments : you could proyide, for them.. Hi~ 
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-!II P1IlL 1m. Country 'alone you could not, because of the authority and 
lIenares an power you had given him. He fonned, -as it. were. an in~ 
:::~.,.:n gra.l part of the empire rather than an individual member of 
pire. it. If we could not call upon him, we could call upon no-

body in the province; and, therefore. one entire province 
most be wholly left out, at the time when we were carrying 
on Ii war which loaded other provinces with Ii debt of 180 
lacs-above a million and a half sterling-besides a floating 
debt. Are they to carry on Ii war to defend Ben."aal, Behar 
and Benares, and is not Benares to contribute when the 
others do contribute considerably towards supporting the 
Government? There being such an exigency as I have 
shown, and that probable cause fol' calling upon him, is it 
to be said that it most have arisen from malice, or is there 
not another obvious motive for it-the ability of Cheyt Sing 
to render the assistance he was called upon tOr f 

~iCuJa.. These are all the grounds of charge upon this measure of 
aon. preparation, 'namely, resolving to call upon Cheyt Sing to 

contribute his assistance in a time of war; and your Lord
ships are called upon to say, whether you ~ in common 
charity, consider Mr. Hastings a person blasted with every 
crime, instead of being Ii man, as you have reason to believe 
from the evidence, blessed with every virtue; whether yon 
can lay your hands upon your hearts and say, that yon 
believe Mr. Hastings, when he proposed this measure to call 
upon Cheyt Sing to contribute towards the burden of the 
war, by contributing to the expense of three battalioos of 
sepoys, was not actuated by a fair. obvious and probable, 
motive-by a sense of public dnty, but you are to hunt 
.after an UllIlAtural motive, and. to say that he was actuated 
by malice. You are to say that; upon these grounds; every 
one of which, when examined, affords a contrary inference. 
and makes it 1lls bounden duty that he could not; possibly 
have abandoned it; and, if he had attempted to abandon it, 
every circUDIStance that is now selected as a ground of malice 
'would have been all represented as frivolous, absurd and 
-ridiculous, grounds of defence. If he had had recourse to 
them-if he had said-n I did not do it, because I had no 
authentic intelligence of the war. I did not do it, because 
,the treasury was full. I did not do it, because no demands 
were made upon other persons, "-it would have been said, 
cc You provide for all the other parts of the empire; this alone 
'You. Ie&Te out:. .AIl yoqr pretences ,.are miserable quibbles, 
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shufJies and evasions. Your real motive was partiality and 119 FEB. 119B 

corruption. You must have been bribed to leave this man -
out-" It would have been a fairer ground for inference.1o say 
-" that was your object for leaving .him out." .But no man 
can in common charity, upon matter of suspicion, pronounce 
upon those grounds alone, upon his honour, that he suspects 
Mr. Hastings to have been guilty of malice and design to 
ruin Cheyt Sing, in pursuing this measure upon the motives 
and upon the grounds that were then before him. . 
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CON,TINUATION OF THE SPEECH OF .THOMAS 
PLUMER, ESQ., COUNSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, 
IN DEFENCE UPON THE FIRST ARTICLE OF THE 
CHARGE, . RELATING TO BENARES; J MARCH, 

1792. 

1 !lAB. 1792. My LORDs,-After the time which, by your Lordships' 
favour, I have been allowed already to occupy, I cannot but 
feel some apprehensions lest I should be thought to have 
trespassed too long upon your Lordships' indulgence, without; 
having made that progress in the cause which I had myself 
hoped for, and which, I fear, your Lordships will, have 
expected. I am persuaded, however, from the indulgence 
which I have, experienced from your Lordships, that you 
will make some allowance for the zeal and anxiety that I 
feel in the cause of a gentleman, who stands upon the issue 
of your Lordships' judgment of his guilt or innocence for 
the happiness and comfort of the remainder of an advanced 
life, devoted to the public service, and-what is much dearer 
too-for his good name and cbaructer, which he has laboured 
in' so many years of service to maintain. I am persuaded 
your Lordships will participate in' my feelings upon this 
occasion. 

Apologyfoto If I have seemed to dwell too long ,upon the preliminary 
:~~!~~ matter, your Lordships, I am persuaded, will perceive that 
matter. it was necessary to take up some time in unravelling the 

perplexities which, upon that part of the subject, were 
attempted, to support opinions that appear to me not to be 
well founded. If I have dwelt too long upon the circum
stances attending the measures that are in charge, it will 

. be remembered that it is from triflng circumstances that 
intere.nces are drawn of the most malignant and wicked mo
tives. My Lords, it has appeared to me, likewise, that those 
very grounds from whence these inferences are drawn, when 
attentively considered, would be found so far from warranting 
these inferences that they lead to a direcJly contrary con~ 
elusion. My Lords, the best return I can make for your 
Lordships' goodness, and the best atonement for what is past, 
will be to proceed in this examination with all practicable 
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despatch; and I am persuaded your Lordships will believe 1 1l.u.179!. 

me to feel the great importance of every moment of time, -
both to your Lordships and to MI'. Hastings. 

lIy Lords, the subject which I was proceeding to discuss Tbemeesure 
when I had last the honour to appear bef~re your I.,.ordsbips ~B:I .. bY 

'W88, the measure proposed by Mr. Hastings upon the 9th ~;~ 
of July, 1778: and I have endeavoured to examine thatno:a~ 
measure in every point of view, and to see how far the ofneaty. 
prot!ecuwr had made good the charge he had undertaken to 
prove upon that subject, by establishing that the measure 
W88, with respect to the nature and quality of it, a breach of 
treaty and a breach of duty; how far it was, in respect of 
the motive of it, originating in preconceived malice; and, 
with respect to the object of it, how fur it could fairly be 
considered, npon the grounds that are stated in the charge, 
to have been directed with a view to harrass, oppress and 
ruin, Cheyt Sing. I have endeavoured, in the best manner 
in my power, to examine . the grounds npon which both 
the opinion entertained of the nature of the measures and 
the suspicions respecting the motive and designs of it, were 
'Well founded. I hope I have succeeded in showing that in 
neither respect is the charge made good. 

I proceed no'W to trace this matter in ~he subsequent Charge or 
stages of the business, and to see whether there appear any =J~t; 
traces of that bad and malignant motive towards Cheyt 
Sing in what passed at the Board upon the occasion, and in 
the manner in which this demand was communicated to' 
Cheyt Sing, and obedience to it enforced. My Lords, I ~lJJ'CaIor 
believe that all the mistake with respect to tIle conduct of ~ 
lIr. Hastings towards Cheyt Sing will be found to originate =~!I:n: 
in one or other of these three lIources.t.~ 

First, an idea of Cheyt Sing's absolute exemption-that CheytSing. 

there could ~e no jus.t demand ma~e upon hiD;l, in a time of~~ing'1I 
war or publlo extremity, for any 8Si!lStaoce whatever. Upon aemption 
that idea it is that aU demands made. upon him are repre-R;=~ 
santed to be breaches' of treaty and acts of exwrtion and aoee. 
injustice; and. when that idea is strongly impressed upon the 
mind-that they could not justly be made-it naturally 
leads one to suspect the motive for doing it. If it could be 
once established that there was no right to make the demand, 
and that Mr. Hastings knew there was no right to make it, 
then the mind naturally looks out for some bad motive for 
doing it, beCause it is supposed that there could be no good 
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1 Ilu.l'19l. one. That seems' to me to have been one of the soUrces of 
mistake in viewing the cOnduct of Mr. HastiIigs towards 
Cheyt Sing. 

Assumed 
attachment; 
ofChep 

~~f~the 
~ 

Precon
ceived 
malice of 
llr. Hast
ings. 

The next source, is a strong opinion entertained of Cheyt 
Sing's s~bmi8Sion,his attachmt'nt and his fidelity, to the 
British nation. It is upon that idea that every attempt to 
e~fo~ the demands against him.-every act: done towards 
him-IS looked upon as an unnecessary act of severity to-
wards a person well attached to the Company. desirous of 
yielding to them all the assistance in his power, of paying 
due obedience to the authority of the state, and of observing 
on his part faithfully all the engagements by which he was 
bound. . If the contrary be the case, if the idea of Cheyt 
Sing's attachment is not well founded, if he was not the 
person that he is supposed to be, that must be a very con
siderable source of mistake. in revie:wing the conduct of Mr. 
Hastings and of Cheyt Sing, in the course of thid business. 

The third source of midtake I conceive to be, an idea 
taken up of there having been, on the part of Mr. Hastin.,as, 
preconceived malice towards Cheyt Sing, 1Lnd a determined 
purpose to effectuate his ruin. I hope I have succeeded in 
showing that that idea, with which the Article sets out to. 
review the conduct of Mr. Hastings. is not well founded. 

~tion My Lords, when we a.re examining any history of any =')11'&- transaction, the first thing to be done, in order to know how 
far that history is t.o be relied upon, is to examine what are 
the opinions of that historian with respect to matters of 
right; what a.re the opinions entertained by him. with respect 

. to the character of the persons; and, in the very same man
ner as we should advise any person who was reading the 
history 'of England to. be upon his guard with l'eouard to 
prejudices that are entertained respecting' the Stuart line or 
respecting the opposite party. in the same manner, any 
person reviewing the history of the conduct of those two 
persons would say-~' In reading this history. you must 
recollect that it proceeds upon the suppO!!ition that there is 
no right to demand. You must recollect it proceeds upon a 
supposition of attachment in Bulwant Sing and attachment 
in Cheyt Sing; and it proceeds upon a supposition of Mr. 
Hastings' preconceived malice towards him. You must, 
therefore, be upon your guard when you find that such are 
the sentiments of the framer of this Article." 

Now, my Lords, with.that clue for reviewing' all the sub-. 
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sequent proceedings, I think your Lordships will have no 1 IIA.l1 .. 17911 
difficulty in discovering all the mistakes that are entertained .,........ 
upon the subject of Mr. Hastings' conduct.. 

The fir~t propotlal of this measure is on the 9th of July,pocu!"ent8 
d . b l' d' h . d E 'd 64 m eVldenr.e 1778, an 18 to e loun 10 t e pnnte VI ence, page . relating to 

The answer of Cheyt Sing is in the printed Evidence, the demand. 
page 73. An agreement made lvithhis wakil upon the 
lubject, which is upon the 17th of August, 1778, is in the 
printed Evidence, page 73. A Jetter from the Resident of 
the 14th of September, 1778, which was not read, i!3 in the 
printed Evidence, page 74; and the consultation of the 
28th of September, 1778, is likewise in the same page of 
the printed Evidence. I believe these are all the documents 
that have been given in evidence upon this subject. 

1\1 y Lords, Mr. Hastings proposed the measure in the Debate on 
manner that I have stated. It was taken into consideration~ ~,~:!" 
and there was a short debate upon the subject. That debate ~':::u~~he 
is in the printed Evidence, page 67. . The first person who 
deliver!! his sentiments upon the subject is Mr. Francis; and, 
as Mr •. Francis's minute is very short, I will, with your 
Lordships' permission, read it :-. 

"On the supposition that the detachment now employed under Mr.Francis's 
Colonel Leslie would not retum for a length of time into the provinces, minute. 
I acquiesce in the proposal relative to RaJah Cheit Sing; but I think he 
should be informed that this additional charge will not be imposed 01) . . 

him beyond the continuance of the present war."· . 

That is the whole of Mr. Francis's minute. It is a clear His acqui .. 

acquiescence in the ·propriety of the· demand, but proposing t=~m~~d: 
only to restrain it in this manner-to inforin him that it 
will not be imposed on him beyond .the 'continuance o~ the 
present war. . 

:Mr. Hastings immediately 8ays,-
. "The qualification proposed by Mr. Francis is consonant to my inten.- Agreement 

tion in the question. and is implied in it. I should have no objection to MMr. Haat.. 
its being expressed in an additional clause." • :"'~i!c:,te~e 
. It appears, therefore, so far, all are agreed in the propriety t:;:'~'ddthe 

of the demand to be made, and the restriction of i~ driring ~':'.!~Ofthe 
the war. N()w what. follows 1- ' 

, . , 
"That oIU resolution upon the subject may be unanimous. I agree to 

add to the question the following words-' and to be disbanded at the 
end of the war";' but, perceiving that the difFtlrence in our opinion upon 
that subject arises not from & disagreement respecting the requisition 

• Extract from the Bengal Secret Consultation, 9th July, 1778.-Printed in 
the." ldilUltea of the :&>idence." .p. ~7. . . 
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t lfn.179S. [simply considered by itself, but from a different understanding of tbe 
- right of the Company to exact, under any pressure of aft'a.irs. more 

than the sum stipulated by the sunnud granted to Cheyt Sing, and the 
cubboo1eat givell by him in return, I must adhere to tbe question 
as it· stand8, wishing to avoid the question of rigbt. If, bowever, we 
cannot agree upon the point, still I would wish to have the requisitioll 
made in the w(lrds of the question, and leave the decisiOn] of the future 
right to our superiors.~' 

Mr. Wheler.--" Wishing' to avoid the question of right; I acquiesce 
in the motion; but I think it should ·be qualified in the manner pro-
posed by Mr~ Francis." , . 

~a\ bfi Mr. Barwell.-" An acquisition of .revenue and military force I sup-
r. Barwe • pose to have been annexed to the grant of the zemindry of Benares and 

Guzzapoartothe Company. Any military establishment independent of 
the English administration in the heart of the Company's dominions 
may, in a time of danger, be turned against those interests which, under 
another policy, it would protect.. I .have long regarded the military 
establishment of Benares under the Rajah's native officers, and not sub
ject to the discipline, command and regulation, of our own battalion 
as a defect; I, therefore, most heartily agree to the lre8ent proposal for 
three disciplined battalions to- be- kept up and psi by the Rajah, and 
sincerely hope the Company will direct that the whole force of Benares 
and Guzzapoar under the zemindry be placed upon the same footing as the 
regular military force of the Presidency." 

Tile Governor General.-" I agree to the question in the original fonn 
of it,"-ihere is the proposition stated, and the grounds upon which 

Aooertion bT he had formed his opinion-" deeming it a right inherent in every 
r:r.Hftte government to impose such assessments as it judges expedient for the 
~t common service· and protection of all its subjects, and we are not pre-

cluded from it by any agreement subsisting between the Rajah and this 
Government." 

Sucb were the sentiments expressed by Mr .. Hastings, 
after he had had one day to deliberate silbsequent to the 
arrival of the despatches, such as I have stated, intimating a 
declaration of :War. He states his proposition and he states 
his reason. It is now fourteen years since that has been the 
subject of consideration, and I trust your Lordships will 
believe that every word of that proposition, in the very 
terms exactly as stated by Mr. Hastings, as the fair result of 

, the most minute inquiry into every document, every prin
ciple, that can be stated applicable to this subject, is exactly 
this-" that we have the general right, and are not pre
-eluded from it by any agreement." I have endeavoured to 
show that we have that right, and that there is no agreement 
'by which we are precluded from it. Such was the opinion 
entertained and expressed by Mr. Hastings; and it is for 
.communicating that opinion and expressing it thus that 

~l1estiaaof 1\Ir. HastinO"s is suspected of malice.. He proposes that 
.... ght_ • I:> I! d h • . It· te!"""'itolhequestlon to be re,erre to t elf superiors. am no gomg 
Directors. over that ground again j the only observation I shall make 
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with respect to this debate is, that the only doubt entertained {MAll. 1792; 

by anybody was upon the question· of right." With respect Gen;;IC!'n

to the intelligence being sufficient to justify measures for ~~~nce ill 
preparation, and with respect to Cheyt Sing "being-if we respects. 

had the right-a person upon whom it was proper to make a 
demand, upon those subjects they were· all agreed. Those 
even who differed upon the question of right concurred upon 
the" question of expediency. The qu~stion of right was 
refcrred to their superiors. With respect to all other points 
they were all agreed, and had no doubt at all; yet is it 
supposed that it was Mr. Hastings' malice and a design to 
ruin Cheyt Sing that induced him to propose this measure! 

My Lords, I would only make one observation with 
respect to the resolution which I am going to read to your 
Lordships. It hns been said that on this subject it ,vas only t~:rt~on 
a desire to obtain his consent; and so could not be con- curr:n!'~r 
sidered properly to be the act of the other members" of the :~ ~:~ 
Board-of Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis in particular. tgeotj~')!n!; 
Mr. Barwell's is a very E'xplicit consent, but that the other COlISent. 

two persons are only adopting something that was to be 
matter"of consent on the part of the Raja. Now it does so 
happen that the word "~onsent;" which was originally in 
Mr. Hastings' proposition, is left out in the ·resolution. It 
is not inserted as a matter of consent; for, though Mr. Has-
tings' proposition was,-

"That Rajah Cheit Sing be required in form to contribute his share 
of the burden of the present war, by consenting to the establishment of 
three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and maintained at his 
expense." 

the words of the resolution are,-
R Reaolved, that Rajah Cheit Sing be required in fonn "to contribute Actual t\!nns 
his ahare of the burden of the present war, by the establishment of if ~he reso
three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and maintained at his u on. 
expense; and the Governor-General is to write to him to that effect." 

If there be any force in the observation upon the word 
fC consent," it is enough for IDe to show that the word" con
sent" was in the proposition, but was not in the resolution 
that Mr. Fl'II.ncis and Mr. Wheler concurred in. 

In the next place, it seems 0. little extraordinary that that Disp1'OOfof 

b . h Idb d"b -f' I d" theassemon o servatlon s ou. e ma e; ecause, 1 It was on y eSlrIng bl t.he r""t 
something that he was to tonsent to, I do not know what ~r~h"~ri;h~~ 
was the necessity for discussing the question of right: and 
yet it does appear that that had been the only subject which 
was. discussedJ and which was the question distinctly referred 

VOL. II. 3 E 
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1 ~l'191.to their superiors. But,·if this was only proposing some
thing the Raja was to. consent to, what was the use of 
referring .it as a question to be decided by their superiors t 
But it is clear that this is a requisition in form; and it is in 
the n.ature. of an order passed by the Board, who are the 
sovereign legislative authority in that country, subject to 
the oontroul of this; but, as between them and the natives of 
the country, who are under the authority of the East India 
Company, the Board at Calcutta have the full and complete 
authority and power to issue their orders, which are equally 
mandatory and of equal validity as a rllo<>"Ular Act passed by 
the three branches of the Legislature in this country. 

Authority of If it is to be understood that a regular order passed by the 
~~~= supreme Board at Calcutta has Dot that validity, but that 
:~~j::!v:t any of the zamindars or any of the native subjects in India 
~()om. may question the authority of .it or may resist it, there is an 

. end of all the authority of the British nation in India, and 
it is impossible to carry on ~hat government.. Th,e Board at 
Calcutta are subordinate to the authority of this ,country; 
but, as between the Board there and the natives, they have 
full sovereign authority delegated to them; and the exercise 
of that authority by them must be submitted to and obeyed 
by the natives who are under that government. Such, then, 
was the order passed by the authority established in that 
country. 

l'hedemand Now, my Lords, it is supposed that Mr. Hastings intended 
~i'!~. to ruin Cheyt Sing. If he had had that intent, would he 
=oSiDg'8 then have made a requisition of three battalions of sepoys, to 
ruin. be raised and maintained at his expen!'e, that was afterwards 

reduced into a sum of money, and was estimated to amount 
to the sum of five lacs, which is 50,000/. ? Was it likely 
that such a demand would have the effect of ruining the 
Raja? The amount of it is but one-tenth part of his annual 
income; and he had, in· ready money and in personal pro
perty, from the best computation that could be made of 
it, to the amount of two krQrS of rupees-two millions 
sterling. It was, therefore, perfectly in his power. He 
had forty times the sum by him, and this was only a tenth 
of the annual income of his estate. If. theu, there was a 
design to ruin him, this seems to be a very odd way to effect 
it; because, suppose this case :-a man who. has an estate 
of a hundred a year, and has by him two hundred pounds in 
money, is called upon to pay fifty pounds, which is one half of 
it-wo1l1d that ruin him,?, But put it as 110 tent~ of it only, it 
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would be teu pounds; and a fifth of it, it· ",,°ou1d be twenty 1 lIA~lm. 
pounds. Now, could it be supposed probable that a man . 
meant to ruin another who should. if he had a right to do it. 
call upon him to pay to the public exigency a sum .that 
formed only one tenth of his annual income? Was it likely 
to effect such a consequence ? 

There was one way by which it might lead to bad conse- Enco1U'3f!e

quences to the Raja. If he had intended to ruin him. he :::,: ~ 

b
would .~ve {lroc

h 
ure<! thhe Radrada tobadreBist the demand; becahi?se :~n'h:;ns 

y reststing It e mIg t w consequences upon m- him. 

self, by paying it none; for he had it in his power to pay 
it at once. Therefore, a person who had that object in view 
would do all he could to provoke this man to withhold it. 
because by 80 doing consequences might happen that would 
be injuriou8 to him. Let us see then whether we discover, E:mmina

in the manner in ,!hich ~8 is communica~, and in the i¥;.~1l..t
manner of conducting hImself towards this person, that llld' gs' ~n- . 
'I Yr_ .... !_ d . . hih . uld uctmthis 
Jo' r. LUlSLWgs oes act 10 a way 10 w c a person wo _pECt. 

naturally act who was possessed of the authority of the 
Board, and who wished to obtain obedience to that authority; 
whether hi8 acts are all of that sort, or whether they are 
8uch acts as might be supposed to be intended to excite 
the Raja to oppose the requisition, aud thereby to provoke 
our resentment ~ooainst him-which is silpposed to be 
lIr. Hastings' object. 

lIr. Hastings writes a letter to him in the name of the ~is ~etter to 
Board, which he was ordered to do by the resolution of the =::':~ta 
Board I will, with your Lordships' permission, read the:Roan). 
letter. It is dated the 11th of July, 1778:-

" W &I' having been declared between the courts of Great Britain and 
France-by the fonner on the 18th of March. and by the latter on the 
30th of March-I am to request of you, in my own name and that of 
the Board. as a subject of the Company, bound to promote their interest 
on every occasion, to contribute your share of the burden of the present 
war, which will equally affect your interes1; and ours. It has been 
determined by the Board that an establishment of three regular bat
talion8 of sepoy&. to be commanded by Briti.h ofticas, be raised and 
maintained at your expense. and employed on such IIel"Vice as the 
situation of alFaira may require.. I have no doubt but, regarding thi8 
measure equally conducive to your own and the Company's interest, you 
will with the greatest readine&8 comply; and I hope you will intimate 
your consent without delay.". 

Are there any symptoms in that letter of. malice and of a Si1~ia-

• Printed in the .. Minnles of the Evidence," p. 1501. 
3 E 2 
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1 ~1m. design to ruin him? Is there anything to provoke him to 
some act that might afford a pretence for violence against 
him? Can any letter be penned in language more con
ciliatory, pointing out to him what was the occasion of the 
requisition-war declared between us and our ancient rival 
in that country-between the courts of Great Britain and 
France? Cheyt Sing, therefore, has direct intelligence of 
an actual war. In what name does he call upon him for 

. his obedience? "In my own name, as the principal member 
of the empire, and that of the Board ;"-the authority that 
he was bound to obey, and had recently, in the year 1775, 
in the most solemn manner, upon his sword, sworn to observe 
his fidelity to, upon pain of forfeiting his zamindary and 
all its rights, privileges and emoluments-the express terms 
communicated to him at the time. He addresses himself 
to his jnterest, and explains to him, not only the duty 
he owed to contribute, out that it would affect his interest 
and ours. Here are .all the topics that Clln operate upon 
the gratitude-that can operate upon the duty-that can 
operate upon the interest-of a faithful zamindar, such as 
he is represented to he; and Mr. Hastings says what, be
lie:ring him to he a faithful subject, he would say, or. if he 
did not think so, what it was complimentary to say to him
"I have no doubt but that you will with the greatest readi
neSs comply." 

Does he with the greatest readiness comply? Now, my 
Lords, for his fidelity and attachment. The letter that Cheyt 
Sing writes in answer is to be found in the 73d page of the 
printed Evidence. This is the very first time that we have ever 
made any call upon Cheyt Sing, subsequent to the transfer 

Cheyt ~ing'9 of the sovereignty. During the time of his being subject to 
:':t:'J>: a former sovereign he had actually afforded us assistance 
:~"wC:e'::' with his troops. He had expressed himself in [such] terms 
W!:.the that, if I recollect rightly, in one letter he says,-

" The favor of the English is such that, if every hair of my head was a 
tongue, I could not express my obligations to them!' 

~;w~:: He was abundantly grateful, kind and attached, when we 
the demand. were to protect him against his master. Now let us see 

how sensible he is of his obligations. Upon the breaking 
out of' this war, on the first demand made upon this person 
for his assistance, it being his duty to render assistance, and 
possessing this ability to do it, what is the language of this 
person, whose letters are represented to be so complimentary. 
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80 full or attachment, although they are disgusting and 1 ~lm 
fulsome on that account? Why, my. Lords, I have a very 
short letter, and with your permission, I will read it :-

" I· haft been honored by the receipt of yoU!' letter. communicating 
the intelligence of a war having broke out between the comta of Great 
Britain and France, and desiring me to take on myself a share of the 
burden of the expense. My patron, I am the servant of the sircar. I 
will write you more fully hereafter:'-

that is, ad rifeTnldum : 
If On all occasions 1 am hopetul of JOU!' Highness's favor and support." 

That is the whole letter! "I have received your letter. I Det~ his 

nnderstand the contents; and will write you more fnIIy about ::'':':c''It 
it hereafter:' Here is attachment I Why, I have heard, 
even in the northern climate of Europe, upon the breaking 
out of a war, of people offering lives and fortnnes at once, 
even in the cold lauguage of Europe; but here is a letter 
from this warm, faithful, humble, attached man. He says,-
,. I nndel'8tand the ob~aation. I know what you say to me. 
I find there is a war. I am the servant of the circar." "Well 
then,.what will you do?" "Why, I will write you more 
fully about it hereafter." There is attachment J But, how-: 
ever, says he,-cc on all occasions I am hopeful of your 
Highness's favour and support. I hope for a great deal of 
support from you, but, as to giving you any, I will write 
about that heteaft.er." 

This is the warmth or attachment with which we begin! ~rot 
It is rather cold, I thin~ considering what the obligation n-.1'JWVJDo 
was; considering that this was the first demand made upon 
him; considering that this was the first proof that his fidelity 
was put 1o-to receive the call upon him in this way. One 
would naturally. have supposed he would have said-"I wanted 
nothing but to know that there was such an occasion, and I am 
ready with all my troops, all my money, everything I have, 
to co-operate with you. I am ready with my life and fortune 
to support the empire which 'protects me, to which lowe 
my life and fortune. My father owed his life and his all to 
you. You have doue all for me; I will co-operate with 
you." That was what you would naturally expect from a 
faithful and well-attached servant; but, instead of that, we 
see the first appeal made to him for assistance is received 
with this coldness; not a refusal, not a denial· of the obliga-
tion, certainly, but a very cold reception. 

What does malice do upon this? One would naturally Po1"bMrance 

suppoae here was an opportnnity for malice to exercise itself, ~. JlaA. 
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1 MA.B:17ui. if malice. had· been looking out sharp for anopportu~ity to 
catch this man. We have notified the demand. 'We called 
upon him for assistsnce, and have received this answer to a. 
positive order of the Board upon the subject; and, this being 
at least evasive, one would. naturally suppose that a person 
who wished to oppress and to ruin him would aggravate and 
try to provoke notice of the coldness and evasion which his 
first letter upon the subject betrays. Now, what is the con
duct of Mr. Hastings upon th~ subject? Instead of carrying 
the letter to the. Board to ma~e any complaint upon the 
subject, he puts the most favourable construction upon it 

r,!?tl:e~fthe that coufld}he"k CAlih~ytNSink~ ha~,,"~wH' akil: at Calcuttail'lin0f the 
the demand name 0 0 el -. 'uc 1. JY.Lr. astmgs was w g to 
mnc;:yt suppose that Cheyt Sing meant to refer the matter to him. 
waki1. He had' been long there as -his agent, conducting all his 

business there; and, before ~he formed any' unfavourable 
inferences from this letter, 'cold and evasiye as it was, he 
had a mind to try what a personal· application to the wakil 
would do, to explain 'to him the necessit;r, and call upon him 
to comply, in his master's name, with thIS demand. 

There is. an account given, in page 73 [of the printed 
,Evidence], of what actually passed with the wakil. Mr. Hast
ings explains to him the nature of this demand, and receives 
from Sheik Ali Nucki this answer, which sounds, in the 
terms ,of it, extremely conciliatory :-
. :" Having' c~ed upon Sheyk Alli Nuckee, the Rajah's vakeel, for an 
eXplanation of his master's sentiments ·upon the 8ubject, I received the 
following answer from the vakeel, ·being the subject of lit long convers&-

Terms otthe tion; ,namely, that his ~a.ster was at all times ready to pay obedience to 
"'ia.k~~ de-t the commands of. the Board an d to alford every proof of his attachment 
8~'S?n~ •. to the Company, and that the Rajah had authorized him to declare his 
intentions. acquiescence in the requisition of lit subsidy, equal to the expence of three 

battalions of sepoys, for the service of the war." 

Hisacq'!i' Now,' there is a most distinct consent given; in the very 
~~:'~~d.termsof it, and to the full extent of it. The Raja had 

authorised hUn to declare his acquiescence in the requisition 
ofa subsidy, equal to' the expense of three battalions, for 
the service of the war. Your Lordships will be pleased to 
observe that the principle, as there stated, is admitted. 'He 
acquiesces in it, expressing his intent at all times to show 
his attachment to the Company;' and' it is not limited in 
point Of time, but it is stated to be' for the service of the 
war. ,The occasion is there, so expressed. The original 

CODlDlUta. requisition was for three battalions of sepoys. Here is a 
~. consent to acommutatioD, to' the extent of what might be 
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the eltpense. Upon this the amount is calculated, and it 1 HAJL 1193. 

turned out to be four lacs 76,000 rupees; exclusive of tents, demand wa 
arms, and contingent charges. That was the computation =. or live 
made by the military officers; and, adding those other 
articles, made the amount five lacs. 

'Vhen this is stated to the wakiI, he says-" Five iacs is ~ 
too much. I cannot give five lacs; I will give three lacs;" En~ ... VOUI' 

and there .does he stand haggling whether it should not be ~::''':nt. 
three lacs. That is all he will come up to. Says Mr. Hast-
ings-" The amoont is settled to be five, how can I take 
wee r' "Then if you will not do that," says he, "I will 
only agree for one year, and I have no authority beyond 
that." lIr. Hastings having Jlut down in writing the answer 
oC the wakil, in order to preclude any possible doubt what 
his sentiments were upon the subject, having notified to 
him the whole of it, and shown him the minute he meant to 
lay before the Board, in order that the wakil might under-
stand it, viz. :-

• The nkeet contended much for fixing the sum of the BUbsidy at 
three larb of rupees. fI'he Governor told him it could not be less than 
fin, and received his coll!lent, in his master's name, and in viI"tue of the 
authority which he derived from 'he Rajah, to the payment of that sum 
for one :rear], his authority extending no further." 

My Lords, this being the state of things-the Raja's own 
letter being cold and evasive, and the wakil, when it was 
notified that it was to be during the war, having himself 
acceded to the principle, yet wishing to narrow and restrain 
it to a single year, if that sum was required that was abso
lutely necessary-under these circumstances, Mr. Hastings 
proposes this-

• The Governor General is of opinion that, as the Rajah'. consent lIotiOD or 
baa been upreseed with mch a limimtion, alluded to in his written~'-L~ 
_. fuM the paymen' of the moody ought not to be left mbject ~ 0:
to the contingenCIes which the C011l'!le of the rear. may produce, but ibe demand. 
immediately demanded."-" On these grounds, he mOTes that the 
moody to be paid by Rajah Chait Sing, for the maintenance of three 
battalions of ~ya during the course of the war, be fixed at the an-
nual BUm of five larb of Muchlidar rupees, and fuM he be immediately 
required to pa:r that sum into the hands of the Resident, Mr. Thomas 

ftham. •• 

Your Lordships observe, that is throwing out the restrict
tion of its being (or a single year, and inserting that it WII8 

to be during the war, iuld to be a demand of the immediate 
Payment of. the whole.· 
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1 MAR. 1~92. Upon this, Mr. Francis gives ,in this short minute-
Acqui- " I . th h' ... ld 11 escence of acqUlesce ; oug, In my oplDlOn, It wou answer as we to us. • 
Mr. Francis. and be less distressing to the Rajali, if the subsidy were added in equal 

_ proportions to the monthly kists of the tribute." 

Proposal f~r Less distressing to the Raja to break it into instalments! 
r.:'lt':I':n~~t~~ Less distressing to this m!ln who had all this wealth! 

Where this idea of distressing the Raja. was got, it is very 
difficult for me to say. I can find no trace of it any where. 
The .wakil did not suggest it. Cheyt Sing did not say a 

c~ Sing's word about it. Why,it was known allover Hindustan that 
w tho Cheyt Sing was a' ';ery wealthy man. Just before, -in the 

year 1775, the minister at Oude said that the country pro
duced fifty lacs; and the idea' prevalent at Calcutta was, 
that it produced above seventy. Where was this idea of 
djstress got, that it should be necessary to break it into 
instalments 1 , .' , ' 

The first trace of the Raja's distress that I can fiJ;ld any 
where in the records, upon the subject is upon the 17th of 
August, 1778. Your Lordships will find it extremely. 

Proceedings material to attend to this. circumstance. Cheyt Sing was 
~,,\~&!o~~ watching. what passed at, the Council Board, and had his 
Cheyt Sing. wakil there to communicate to him all that passed; and by 

some means or other what did pass there' actually transpired. 
Indeed it was always the case: whatever passes at the Board 
will. without any ~isconduct of any body, get out and be 
known. It is the business of the wakils there to watch 
arid find, out, if they can-and they do find out some way 

J!:i8 adop- 'or other-what passes at the Board. Your Lordships will 
~~~ncis'. see that: in the very next"letter thatcoines from the Raja, he 
suggestion. takes up this very idea. and this very proJlosition, in the 

terms that had been thrown out by Mr. Francis, on the 17th 
of August, 1778. 

Inoonsist- My Lords, I would observe that we have here the concur
M;.Y~ois . rence of Mr. Franciis ,to the propriety of this demand, and 

. yet doubting not only. upon the right, but doubting also 
. upon the ability of the Raja to comply with it; Bnd, conse
quently, I should think it fair to argue, that, if you are to 
infer malice in Mr. Hastings, who had no doubt upon either 
point, it is a much fairer inference of malice in him to do it, 
doubting of both the right to demand and the ability to per
for~. I impute malice to neither. I am sure there ,was 
not malice in either, but that they both acted from a sense 
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of duty and a conviction of the propriety of making the 1 MA.B.11DZ. 
demand; the one not doubting upon either point, and the -

. other, notwithst<'lnding those doubts, thinking it .his duty to 
acquiesce in both these propositions. 

My Lords, we have here, then, two unanimous resolutions 
of the Board, under the circumstances that I have stated, 
originally to· the requisition; and now to the commutation . 
or ii into a sum of money. It has also the additional sanc- Cheyt Sing's 
. h"'f . . d ' h f assentto\lle t10n, sue as It IS, I It reqUIre any, to t e extent 0 a demand. 

singlE' year: it .was the intention of' the Raja to cO!Dply 
with it, if the wakil was to be considered as speaking the 
language of his master. He had expressed in the strongest 
terms his readiness to pay obedience to the commands of the 
Board, and to afford every proof of attachment to the Com-
pany. There are his professions; let us now come to proof-
whether these professions were complied with and actually 
carried into execution or not. • 

The next account we have of it is in a complaint from. the Complaint 

Resident or the conduct of Cheyt Sing, in a letter dated the ~~n~~ft:i-
14th of September, 1718, that is communicated to the Board. :ha&ion of 

It is in· the printed Evidence, page 74; but, as it was not m::'Y• 

read, your Lordships will permit me to read it, as it seems 
to me to be very material :-

.. Letter from Jfr. Graham, Resident at Benares :-' I think it neces
sary to infonn you, that, notwithstanding seventeen days. are elapsed 
since your orders arrived here, directing the Rajah to pay into my hands 
the subsidy he had agreed to pay, of :6.,ve lacks of Mucklidar rupees, he 
h81 not yet paid me one rupee; and offers, &8 a reason, his inability to 
discharge the whole at once, and requests me to receive it by monthly 
payments, your Honorable Board's orders authorizing nothing of the 
kind. I have acquainted him that it is impossible for me to.come into 
hi. request, and Dave repeated my req.uisition, which I have indeed been 
urging every day since the receipt of your orders, to pay me the whole 
amount as speedily as possible.' .. 

There, my Lords, is attachment! The order is commu
nicated in every possible way in which· it can come recom
mended,' by every tie upon the Raja to obey it-by the 
Board-by letters-by the Resident in person: applica
tion day after day for the payment of the demand,'which his 
own wakil had just before expressed his full approbation of 
to the extent of a year. When the very first demand is 
made of him for the immediate payment, here is the com
plaint of the Resident that-" though I have been dunning 
this man; have been calling upon him, day after day, for 
seventeen days together, he has not to this day paid me one 
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1. lIAB.lm. rupee; and he offers in excuse a false pretence, known to 
himself to be false, and known by every' body now to be 
false, though imagined at the time by a gentleman at Cal
cutta not to be so, namely, his inability to pay. He offers 
that as an excuse which is . notoriously false, within his own 
knowledge, and he desires to have the payment split into 
monthly instalments." 

Cbeyt Sing's I should be glad to know whether anybody must not 
~':,'=ot necessarily see from this conduct what was the behaviour 
)JI>,JlIleIlta. of Cheyt Sing, and how he was watching to see when any 

person was for him and -would suggest any excuse for him 
~~ to make: for no~payment? The moment h~ heard an idea 
1Ir~8 started ill Council that was favourable for him, he takes up 
~on. that idea immediately, and he proposes directly, in the 'very 

terms of it, the proposition that had been sug."aested by 
Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Francis's words are-a-
.. That it woUld be less distressing to the Rajah if tile &Ubeidy wm: 

added in equal proportions to the monthly kista or in"bute. .. 

Cheyt Sing's words are-
.. [Although I have no ability left, and the ~ burthen I Jabomed 

under, from the time of tile decease of the Jate Raja till the expiration of 
theNabob VIZier's authority over me, is well Jmmm to God and your 
Excd.1.ency, yet, solely with a view to compliance with your orden and to 
prove my fidelity, having sold aud pledged everlbing belonging to me, I 
will make good the aforesaid in instalmeuts in six 01' BeVen mouths."] • 

~:::~l Now, how could this very identical p~posit.i0n occur to 
~D" two persons? How could he have got this. nobon of plead
=~ ing poverty, when it was notorions that that was not the 
lIr.l'rancia. truth ?---and how should he get that very same idea of. adding 

it by monthly instalments to the payment of the annual 
tribute? And yet we see this very proposition, as soon as 
it could get to Benares, is instantly taken up by him, and 
he rests upon that, as an excuse for noncompliance with the 
'orders 1)f the Board. 

I hope it will not be understood by anybody, in what 1 
am now stating, that I do in the least mean to impute or to 
insinuate, in the most remote way, that the idea was com
municated to him by the gentleman who started it, or that 
he induced him to do anything that he did do. Mr. Hab-t
ings has, himself, in the most honourable manner, acquitted 
him, deliberately, from his heart, of any part in it-" How-
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ever I may in the moment" of recent disappointment have 1 :M.u&.l'l9!. 

suffered my mind to catch such a suspicion, yet"-says he, 
with a !renerosity that belongs to his charactcr-" I do 
deliberatclY acquit him of it." It would ill become me, as 
an advocate, not at the same time to obviate every possible 
suspicion that I could" have any idea that it was communi-
cated to Cheyt Sing by that gentleman, or that he put it 
into his head: all I mean to contend is, that Cheyt Sing 
must have known of it. It is probable he did know of it ; 
that. the debatea in Council would be known to his wakil, 
and so would be communicated to Cheyt Sing; and that he, 
who waa looking out for every excuse or plea, would take up 
that plea, act upon it, IUld protect himself by it. 

Mr. Francis himself afterwards was perfectly satisfied of Su~ent 
the futility of it, both upon the point of right and upon this :;c;nM':. Fr!u. 
man's ability; and, with the candour that became him, in the ;::t8f~h:r 
Jatter year acted in both respects. as I shall show your the pl&n. 

Loroships, directly concurring with Mr. Hastings in respect 
to Cheyt Sing, both in demanding and enforcing that de-
mand, and likewise expressing his strong disapprobation of 
the conduct of Cheyt Sing respecting it. 

My Loros, we have heard it said that Cheyt Sing was to Chef!iDg'S 

be considered only in the light of a man not punctually ::..,~ u;?' 
paying his rent jthat a short delay in it was only to be r:=ty 
considered in the same light, and deserving no other punlsh- ~t. 
menl than paying the interest, or what had been the actnal 
1088 sustained by a temporary delay. I cannot think that 
that ill a fair statement; and I cannot but observe the very 
different manner in which the conduct of Cheyt Sing is 
treated and the conduct of Mr. Hastinga It is malice in 
Mr. Hastings to make a demand; but inferences are drawn 
with respect to the resistance "to that demand or noncom-
pliance with it, 80 that it is softened into a mere nonpayment 
of rent. Now can it fairly or properly be so considered? Is 
it the nonpayment of a debt? Is it not "the nonperformance Anlldofdis

of a duty-a duty of the highest natore-a duty of obedience obedience. 

to the state? If there was no gratitude due, yet here was 
an original obligation of tenure; here was a positive order 
of the BoanJ which he was bound to obey, as much as any 
man in this country is bound to obey an act of the Legislature. 
Are we seriously to argue that a zamindar in that country, 
be he coDsiderable or Dot, is to resist the authority of the 
state, and are we then to be told-" Oh, it is only to be 
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1 M.n.17112. estimated as a little computation of interest. It is nothing 
- at all?" 

My Lords, can that empire be maintained upon such 
N~ty of principles? Obedience in a subject is in all cases necessary: 
:~'i':~~ in it ij;! most of all necessary in an absolute government. We 
India. all know how rapid, the progress is from any delay to open 

resistance. In an absolute government it is bad; in India 
worse; in t~e English government in India worst of all i 
for this reason, because it is an authority maintained by a 
few foreigners over millions of persons. We maintain it 
only, as it has well been said, " by the thread of opinion; " 
and, therefore, resistance there-resistance, by a man ap· 
proaching so near to independence as this person did, upon 
such a subject--calling for his assistance at such a time, 
in the breaking out of a war, not at the end of a war when 
you have exhausted r!lsqurces arising from the war-resist;.. 
ance and disobedience ,under such circumstances cannot but 
be considered as a, very heinous offence in the person who is 
guilty of it, and it betrays strong symptoms of his being 
not well affected to the empire of which he makes a part. 

Letter!!f 
CheytSing. 

Proposal of 
'de(erring 
po.vment. 

Pretended 
poverty. 

What is done in consequence of this behaviour of Cheyt 
Sing? The debate upon this subject is in the 74th and 
75th pages of your Lord&hips' Minutes. A letter had been 
received from Cheyt Sing on the 28th of September: I will 
state it to your I.ordships :-

"I have been honoured with your gracious leiter desiring that I 
would, as a subject of the Company. take on myself the payment of 
five lacks. Although I have no ability left, and the great burden and 
expence I have laboured under, from the time of the decease of the late 
RaJah till the expiration of the Nabob Vizier's authority over me, is well 
known to God and your Excellency, yet, 801ely with a view to the com
pliance with your orders and to prove Ply fidelity-having 801d and 
pledged everything belonging to me-I will make good the aforesaid 
III instalments in six or seven months." 

So that, in order to show his readiness to comply with a 
demand of immediate payment and to prove his fidelity, he 
will comply. with it in six, or seven months I And your 
Lordships will observe that this is received upon the 28th of 
September, when two months had already elapsed. In order 
to show his prompt compliance' with their orders for imme· 
diate payment, he will pay it in eight or nine months :-

"Although by parting with my effects, which are clearly necessary, I 
am left in a state of inability for the future, [yet you will show me much 
favour, that I shall again recover myselt ,As a time is required for the 
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IIIle of my efrect8 and raising the money, I hope from your kindness 1 1Lm.1'19!L 
that the officera of government may take f'rom me in dilferent payments -
the said sum in Sonant lpecie, &I I shall not be able to procure this sum 
in MucbJedar rtlpee8; and that you will be graciously pleased to affix 
your lignature to ml requests, that I may apply myself with satisfaction 
and &Il8iduity to theJ business of the sUcar." * 

Now, my Lords, he is quite insolvent. He is selling his 
house; eTen his very necessaries he is obliged to propose to 
BeU for the purpose of satisfying this demand. Upon this 
the Governor General 83YS,-

.. The lubstsnce of this letter and the requisition made by_ the Rajah ~bserva.. 
to Mr. Grabam differs so much from the cheerful and ready acquiescence ~~n~t
wbich the Rajah's vakeel made in his master's name to the demand mgi,. 
made on· him for this subsidy, that I think it necessary, [for my own 
justification, to call upon the secretary to certify the accuracy of my 
minute. delivered on the lith of August, containing the assent expressed 
by tbe vakeel, in his master's name, to the payment of tbe subsidr.-' The 
ICcretary acquaints tbe Board ,bat the Go{'emo~General delivered to 
him tbe minute above mentiQned previous to his laying it before the 
Board. with orders to explain the contents of it to the Rajah's vakeel, 
that it might correspond with the acquiescence which he had delivered. 
He. accordingly, communicated the minute to the vakeel, and received 
f'rom him a confirmation of] the terms therein expressed.''' 

Mr. Hastings then moves-and here is the first motion ~ 1I!otion 
with respect to Cheyt Sing, for enforcing obedience to the ~,:,,:.;~on 
orders of the Board,- . ment. 

.. The Governor General moves, that orders be written immediately to 
Mr. Graham that he do, on receipt of this, demand of the Rajah in 
person the psyment of the entire sum of five lacks of rupees in the space 
of five days. and declare to him, in the name of this Board, that his 
refusal or neglect to compleat the payment within that time shall be 
deemed equh'alt'nt to an absolute refusal; and that be be forbidden, in 
tbat case, to hold any furtber intercourse with the Rajah until he shall 
bave advised us of tbe particulars of the Rajah's conduct in this instance, 
and received our orders in consequeuce." 

Ttat is all that }Ir. Hastings prop9ses. Could anybody Moderation 
propose less than this-that the demand should be made on:.. !j''::''::~ 
the Raja in person again-that demand that had been so obedience. 

often resisted; that he should give him five days to pay it. 
in? What was he to do then? 'Vhy. declare to him that 
his refusal or neglect to complete it within that time should 
be deemed equivalent to an absolute refusal Could his 

. neglect under such circumstances be considered otherwise 
than a refusal? What was the Resident ordered in such 
case to do? He was forbid to hold any further intercourse 

• rrinted in the'" Minutes of the EYidence." p. 74. 
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J, JrAlt.l'1111. with the Raja, until he should have advised the Board of the 
- particulars of the Raja's conduct in this instance, and received 

their further orders. There is no censure, no punishment; 
nothing was done but that which was to induce this person 
to comply. When he would not comply with the orders of 
the Board, as notified to hiin from the Board. when he 
would not comply with the application of the Resident, 
Mr. Hastings proposes this, which he thought a more solemn 
way of demanding it, and which would, if the Raja had 
any sense of duty, induce hiin under such circumstances to 

~=tion comply with the order: and yet this proposition so stated is 
motion. opposed ! Your Lordships will see upon what ground it is 

opposed. 
Grounds of The:first ground of opposition is a doubt suggested
oppositioD. which had never been. suggested before, when the propo
Doubt~~ sition was made-a doubt suggested as to the authority of 
authority m h kil. N . rdin h thewaIriL. t e wa ow It seems to me very extrao ary t at 

Answer of 
llr. Has&
~tothe 
obJ<etUm. 

such a doubt should be entertained, because the wakil had 
constantly heen there the agent of Cheyt Sing, acting in his 
business; and it seems to me in the highest degree impro
bable that the wakil would, of his own accord and withont an 
authority, have taken upon hiinself to do what you read he 
actually did; that he would do by his own authority what he 
had done, and as Mr. Hastings said immediately upon it,-

.. I well recollect that the I1811ent given by the vakeel [W1III expressed 
in tenus the most peremptory that could be conceived. eIther confumed 
by an oath or his own life pledged for the] perfonnance of it..'· _ 

And then he goes on to state what had actually passed. 
It -is very improbable, as it seems to me, that the wakil 
would of his own accord have done this, which would only 
subject him to be dismiesed. by his master and held up as 
an impostor by the Board. If he had done this without 
authority it would have been of that sort-

Mr. Francis says--" There is no letter of credence." 
Mr. Hastings' immediate answer to that is, what seems to 
me a fair observation upon it :-

.. "'by, if I am not to co~der the vakeel 88 authorised to do what he 
did, how must I consider the conduct of Cheyt Sing, who by his letter 
:recei~ed upon the 36th of July promised us that he would write to us 
further particulars? This is the :first letter we haft since received from 
him, which is after an interval of two months. If the vakeel had not 
authority then, the Rajah's conduct must be extremely exceptionable 
indeed. What I thought a fair thing to do W1III, to consider the vakeel 
as having an authority, and 80 excusing the dilatoriness of the Rajah; 
conceiving the vakeel 88 speaking the sentUnents of hill JDBster." 
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. But. in truth, it appears there was DO. doubt upon that l1Lul.17911 

subject. Though a. doubt was .entertained at the .time by ~eauth()o 
Mr. Francis, yet it turns out afterwards, as I think your ~~rthe 
Lordships will easily perceive, that the doubt respecting the ~'t:':c~ as 
Jluthority of the wakil, was not well founded; because, ifthemedi~m 
your Lordships w~ be pleased t? refer to the 78th pag~. of for payment. 

the Minutes, you will find that this person,whose authonty 
is doubted of, Sheik Ali Nucki, is the very man by whom 
Cheyt Sing ultimately reJDits the payment of this very sum 
olmoney. 

If The Secretary lay. before the Board the following note from the 
Governor-General :-

II I [Sir,-I herewith lend you four bills of exchange, this instant 
'delivered to me by Sheikh Ally Nuckee, the vakeel of] Rajah Cheit 
~~". . 

, I also find that this same person is, in page 89, referred to ~~ 
by Cheyt Sing as hi8 authorised agent; for he says, in a srno: ~ hi. 

letter that was received from him upon the 27th of Augqst, =~~~ 
1779,-
. " Last year yon directed Sheik Ally Nuckee that J should by any 
means. br, disposing of my effects,. or by borrowing, .make this one 
payment. ' 

. It shows, therefore, that he is, refe~ing to a communica
tion through the medium of this very person in the last 
year-i~ the year 1778-the very time when his authority 
is doubted; and, to complete it, I find this same person is 
named in Cheyt Sing's own defence, in pa."ooe 116. He says 
-" Mter the arrival of Sheik Ali N uckee I observe all the 
orders which you sent:' My Lords, I think it, therefore, 
perfectly clear that, notwithstanding there was a doubt enter:
tained upon the authority of Sheik Ali Nucki at the time, 
yet that that doubt. was never suggeste~ by Cheyt Sing 
himselC in any part of hW letter;. and there does 'appear to 
be a sufficient con6rmatio~ of. authority :to exclude any 
doubt tha~ the Plan actedWlth h18 authority.upon the .pre-
sent OCC881on. ' . 
, Another doubt entertained was-what is pointed out, I ~r.Proncio·s 
obse"e. in the Minutes-that one ~f the Council disRented ~b~':,'.:~on 
materially upon tbe questioq of right. It certainly is very ofright: 

true that, upon this occasion, on the 28th of September, 
1778. Mr. Francis did, for the first time, in his minute, 
discuss the question, and state his reasons for the doubt he 
bad originally. entertained ~it is in page 76-but he at the 
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, " 
llrla.1792. same time eays-" I do not mean, by what I have said, that 
but b;;\.t- the Board should give up the demand which they have al
~=~ the ready thought fit to make of the Raja." Though Mr. Francis 

, had entertained a doubt upon it, yet he did not propose 
that the demand should be relinquished, but.only, as he said, 
that it should be prosecuted with moderation. 

I shall not go into the arguments urged by Mr. Francis 
upon the question of right, because it is enough for me to 
say that those arguments did not convince himself---I mean 
at a subsequent period; I haye no doubt that they did at the 
time; but they were not such as, upon a review of them in 
the year 1780, or even in the subsequent year, when the 
question came before the Board, on the 19th of July, 1779, 
which was the next time it came before the Board-to induce 
Mr. Francis to make any opposition to. the demand of that 
year nor upon the subsequent year; Therefore, I apprehend, I 
have no necessity to enter into the question of right, having 
already discuf!sed it;, and having also shown that Mr. Francis 
himself did not !lct upon that opinion. 

:Mb~ect'l'r!'ncist'8 Another idea upon which it was opposed, as started by 
o ~ .ouo M F .. h' . .. .. f h 
the inabi!ity r. ranClS In t IS mmute, IS agam upon an oplDlOn 0 t e 
ofthe Raja. disability of the Raja; for there Mr. Francis says-" the 

Raja must pay the money .if he has it; but I cannot conceive 
why we should insist upon his paying it all at once. We 
do not want it, and it may distress him in the greatest degree 
to part with such a sum at a single payment." 

What induced Mr. }'rancis to make any opposition upon 
this subject were those points that are stated, in which it 
appeared ultimately that he was mistaken; . a doubt upon 
the question of right, which. he afterwards by his conduct 
abandoned; a doubt upon the authority of the wakiJ.. 'which 
authority was afterwards confirmed; and a. doubt upon the 
ability of the Raja, which' point was afterwards cleared up 
beyond a. doubt. 

I, therefore, think I am warranted in saying, that, if Mr. 
Francis had not entertained those doubts, which afterwards 
turned out not to be well founded, there would . have been 
the full concurrence of Mr. Francis in the measures proposed 
by Mr. Hastings, who upon all these subjects had no doubt. 
but exprest'ed his clear conviction of them. Mr. Hastings 
8ays-" with respect to his ability to pay the sum so long 

~,n:~Qo demanded of him, or even ten times that &mount-l speak 
tiouothis within conlpass-no man can douht." It was, therefore, 
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clea.dy Mr, Hastings' conviction that, he bad ability to pay ll1AB.17~Z, 
the demand; . and in that conviction he was well founded. ability to 

My Lords, I have only one other observation to make pay •. 

upon the minute of Mr. Francis. I shall do. it by reading a Mr.F",,:ncj8'S 

passage which ~eems to me to show,the great importance, in :Ffh:c:;::on 
th " r M F 'h' l~ f "t' h portance of e OpID10n O· r. ranC1S lmSe J, 0 . UnaDlml; y In t e unanimity 
measures or the Board, particularly as applied to Cheyt of the Board. 

Sing; and that, when they were not unanimous, it did not 
earry the same weight and authority to . that person; and 
also to show that Mr.l!'rancis had the same idea, which, 
indeed, everybody else had. that, by some means or other, 
what actually passed at the Board did transpire and did 
operate upon the conduct or the Raja- ' 
... My opinion is, therefore, that the liIJuidation of the, present extra. 

demand upon him Ihall be settled by kiBtbundy; and that he shall be 
aalured at the same time that this Board will not make any further 
demand, upon him. Under such a settlement, unanimously agreed to, 
it is not likely that the Rajah will delay or evade the due and regular 
e.'l:ecution of it, from any hopes he may conceive of future relief by a 
change in this government.'" 

Why should it have that effect, "unanimously agreed?" 
If the Raja was not to know whether it passed unanimously 
or not, how could the circumstance of unanimity operate at all 
to give further weight to it, or prevent the Raja from evading 
and delaying to comply with it; and entertaining hopes from 
a change in the government? It 'seems to me. therefore, 
perfectly clear that unanimity was of importance; that it 
did operate powerfully upon the mind of Cheyt Sing; and 
when, from any circumstances of his own honest conviction, 
a gentleman at the Board found himself under the necessity 
of opposing it, yet that' it was attended with that unfortu
nate'consequence-that it became known to the Raja, and 
did induce him to delay or evade a due and regular obedience 
to the measure. 

My Lords, I find Mr. Wheler, upon this occasion, 
says-

"I am for the question, but I am further of opinion that it should be lfr.Wheler's 
left to Mr. Graham to determine whether to enforce payment [of the sum opinion. 
required of the Rajah for the present exigencies of the govemment by 
one payment, or whether to receive it by different instalments, not ex-
ceeding three months from the first payment to the completion of the 
whole." 

Mr, Bancell.-Cf The facts that have been related to the Board by the 
Governor General. speak the absolute necessity of the motion that has 
been agitated, In these sentiments it is incumbent on me to support it; 
and 1 think that, in orderto its full efficacy, the Governor General should 

VOL. II. 3 F 
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1 MAR. 1792. be empowered to pursue such means 88 may} secure the governIQ.ent 
- from the possibility of .. future disappointment." , 

!m:~e.::.~ T~e conseq~enc? was ~ha.t the motion J!roposed' by Mr. 
!n Mir. H'!"t. Hastmgs was carrIed; that IS, that the ResIdent should call 
m!!" motIOn h' fi .' •• h' fi d forrequirin~ upon. 1m or' prompt payment, glvmg 1m ve ays to con-
l:,~~t Jl8U" sider of it; and, in case of his nonpayment, to communicate 

Their letter 
to the Resi· 
dent. 

Letter from 
Mr. Hast
ingsto 
Cheyt Sing. 

to him that his nonpayment under such circumstances must 
be considered as a refusal. 

Upon that a letteds written to the Resident, which is 'in 
J>age 77:- . 

" We cannot consent to the request of the Rajah Cheit Sing to be 
allowed to pay the amount of the subsidy for the expence of the present 
war for one year by monthly kists. [Our orders communicated to him 
by the Governor General for the immediate payment were positive: we 
therefore confirm those orders and direct that, on receipt thereof, you wait 
on the Rajah forthwith, and demand of him in perSon and by writing the 
payment of the full sum offl,velacks of the Muchlidarrupees, the sum at 
which the subsidy is fixed, in specie to that amount, to be made to you 
within :five days of such demand; and declare to him in the nalI)e of this 
government that his evading or neglecting to accomplish the payment 
thereof within that space 1 shall be deemed equivalent to an absolute 
refusal; and that he be forbidden, in that case, to hold any further inter
course with the Rajah, until he shall have advised us of the particulars of 
the RaJah's conduct in this instance, and received our further orders in 
consequence." 

At the same time Mr. JIastings writes a letter to Cheyt 
Sing; and, your Lordships will look again and see whether 
this indicates any disposition on the part of Mr. Hastings to 
'provoke him to violence, or whether it does not intimate a 
desire on the part of Mr. Hastings to conciliate, as much as 
possible, and to win him over to comply with the orders of 
the Board. The letter is not in evidence; it is dated the 
28th of September:-

" I have been favoured with your letter intimating your consent to the 
requisition made to you by this government, as a subject of the Com
pany, to bear a part of the expence of the present war. I am pleased 
with your ready compliance. Of this, indeed. J could have no doubt, as 
your interest is equally concerned with the Company's in the success of 
it. The expence of keeping up three regular battalions has been calcu
lated and found to amount to :five lacks of rupees, per annum, at 
which rate your annual subsidy has been accordingly :fixed. I am, 
therefore to desire. in the name of this Government, that 'ou will pay 
immediately to Mr. Thomas Graham the sum of five lacks 0 Muchlidar 

,rupees. Thus you will perform your duty to the Company and secure 
their favor and support." 

The letter must, I fancy, have been written antecedent to 
the consultation I have stated. I find the Resident, by a 
lett.er that be writes 'upon the 27th of September, says,-



Speech 0/ .bIr. PlUJIII!r. 819 

.. 1ft CODJequence of th_ orders, I have ealled upon the Rajah for the 1 lWL 1'19i. 
payment of five Iacb of rupees. which I shall acCordingly JeCeive and -
remit!' 

The next is a letter from Mr. Graham to the Governor ~tt<-G....':a 
General and Council, dated the 22d of September, 1778. t(J~he. 
Though subsequent in point of date to the consultation, yet ~~~~:
your Lordshi~ perceive it is a letter that was not before the l:i;:'test,~ 
Board when they formed the resolution that I have just l!ilsePt.1778. 

read; and, therefore, I thought it fairer not to state that 
complaint which was not before the Board when the orders 
were made, which were proposed by Mr. Hastings. It is a 
letter from Mr. Graham to the Governor General and Coun-
cil, in which he states the actual payment, but it is only, I 
think. of one tenth of the whole,-

"I have the pIea.sure to acquaint yOUI' honourable Board that last 
night the Rajah made me a payment of fifty thousand rupees, in part 
of the lubsidy of five lacks. He has promised to &end me as much 
more to-morrowor nen day." 

The next is a letter upon the 7th of October, 1778; in Second 

which, after refening to that letter, and stating that he was t..~G~ 
promised a further payment, he says,-

.. Thai pt!iod and tluee days more having elapsed without hearing 
anything l either from the Rajah or his servants, regarding the promised 
payment of fifty thoU8&lld rupees. I judged it nece8S!UY to remind the 
Rajah thereof by letter, as well as to recommend to hiin a speedy dis
charge of the remaindel'. This mode of application having several times 
ftpeated unsuccessfully, I deemed a personal intervie1r, not only indis
pensable, but hiahly consistent with my duty, on which occasion I 
verb&lly demanded of him, in the name of the Company, payment of the 
balance of the eubaidy; in reply ~ which he acquainted me, that he 
would pay no more hel'e, but would &end the whole remaining sum of 
rupees. 4.50,000. to his nkeel at Calcutta, who would pay it there. 
Finding him determined in this resolution, I desired he would furnish 
me with lOme testimony thereof, eithel' by an address to yOUI' honourable 
Board, or, as it is more customary, to the Governor General, that I might 
tranami' it to him; but this he positively refused me. These cireum
stances I have thought it my duty to inform you of, that you] may 
bonoUl' me with your commands."· 

My Lords, the order was o~ainally that he was to pay it 
to the Resident, and, therefore, the Resident naturally 
desired or Chert Sing that, as he positively refused to pay it 
to him, but ~romised to make the payment at Calcutta. 
he would furnish him with that sort of authority that should 
excuse him npon this subject. But that he positively re
fused. It appears by the consultation that I have stated to 

• rrinted in the If Minutes of the Evidence," p. 1504." 
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1 MAB.1792. your Lordships, of the 28th of Septemher, that Mr. Hastings 
Bndeavour had taken another method of endeavouring to persuade the 
r!;r;,!'li!: Raja to comply with the orden of the Board. He states 
es"'ce Cheyt that he had reason to apprehend that the Raja was induced 

109 • d . f b h thro)'gh his to reSlst payment un e1" expectatlon 0 support y a c ange 
waJriI. of government; and, therefore, he goes to the wakil who 

was at Calcutta, tells him his suspicions, and desires him 
in the most urgent manner to write to Cheyt Sing, to 
request him not to act upon such hope-not upon that 
ground to neglect to obey the orders of the Board; that he 
must obey them instantly, and to request him to write with 
energy to Cheyt Sing upon the snbject. Upon which, 
Mr. Hastings says, the wakil tells him that he had written 
upon the 12th of September, 1778. It is probable that the 
application made by the wakil to him in that way, telling 

Payment 
completed 
~ytbe Raj .. 
on tbelOth 
of Octoher. 

him he was not to hope for a remission of this demand, and 
that he· was not to act upon any such expectation, produced 
the effect, for at length, upon the 10th of October, 1778, the 
payment of the remainder of this demand was made, as 
appears from the printed Evidence, page 77. They imme-
diately despatch a message to the Resident, to stop his 
doing anything under the orders they had sent him. They 
write this letter upon the 12th of October :-. 

" Sir,-The Rajah Cheit Sing has, by means of his vakeel, remitted bills 
of ·exchange te DB for the sum of four lacks [and fifty thousand rupees, 
which, with the amonnt paid into your hands, will complete the subsidy 
of five lacks required as his proportion of the burthen of the war with 
France, for the present year]; we, therefore, direct that you refrain from 
the execution of the orders contained in our last letter." 

No unneces- Your Lordships see, therefore, that nothing more was done 
:Ve~tcl' than what was absolutely necessary to induce the Raja to 
~::':,nl; comply with the orders of the Board. The very moment 
demand. that he does comply with their orders, the Board write to the 

:Reluctance 
ofCbeyt 
Sing to 
assist the 
Company. 

Resident, to tell him to refrain even to execute their order to 
call upon him and to represent to him in the way therein 
stated. I, therefore, hope your Lordships will see that in 
the history of this first demand nothing was done, in any 
part of it, more than was absolutely necessary, in the mildest 
manner, to enforce obedience to the. orders of the Board; 
and that the conduct of Cheyt Sing, so far from being the 
conduct of a faithful and well attached person, was such as 
betrayed the contrary sentiments, for it showed that he was 
not disposed to pay obedience to any orders. of the Board, or 
to r~nder any assistance to the Company that he could pas-
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sibly avoid. Immediately upon this. Mr. Hastings writes a 1 MAB.1'I92. 

letter to Cheyt Sing. dated tlie 11th of October. 1778. in Let.~m 
h· h h Mr. Hast· W IC e 8aY8,- . . ings to 

" I have received your letter, containing assurances of your fidelity flb(Ct s;7fs. 
and attachment. I am pleased at the intimation of your assent to my . 
desire respecting the mode of payment of the afores&ld sum, although it 
arrived somewhat late." , 

That was all the censure that was passed upon him in the 
first year. - It was the gentlest hint to him that could be 
ginn,-
.. And I doubt not but you will faithfully discharge your promise, by 
making the remittance to Calcutta at the specified time. Whilst you 
continue faithful and zealously' attached to the Company, you may be 
assured that every measure will be adopted which will· promote your 
interest and prosperity." 

Immediately afterwards, in order to encourage the Raja. Customary 

notwithstanding his conduct during this year had been such t:;;''!:d on 
as I have represented it. yet to encourage him to obey with Cbeyt Sing. 

more fidelity in the subsequent year, the customary honours 
were bestowed upon him, in the way most acceptable to him-
self. . That appears by a letter written by the Resident upon 
the 9th of November, 1778:-

" Rajah Cheit Sing having pitched upon this day as a lucky one to 
receive the honor of the khelaut, I accordingly invested him with one in 
the usual form. and delivered to him at the same time your honourable 
Board'. release for his last year's tribute. I did not fail upon this oce&
sian to remind him how much .. continuation of such marks of your 
favor depended upon .. regular adherence to his engagements with the 
Company." 

Here is the treatment Cheyt Sing receives the very A.1!sence of 
. h li A iIi· I .. hi evldeuce of moment e comp es. conc atory etter IS wrItten to m, malignity in 

and the customary honours bestowed upon him, without any ::n~,:~t;. 
thing more done than to exhort him to further future obe- Cbeyt Sing. 

dience, telling him that upon that would depend the further 
countenance and f.wour of the Company. I desire to know, 
having gone through the business of the first year, whether 
there is, in any part of it, anything to be discovered like a. 
trace of that bad and malignant mind-endeavouring to ruin 
this man or to force him into Bome act that might afford a 
pretence for violence against him? 

The next measure with which Mr. Hastings is charged 
is.-

.. That he did further. in the month of July, 17i9. extort .. like Cbargeof 
Bum of fi,·e lacks of rupees from the said Raja.h Cheit Sing, under similar ~xtor.:iO~ of 
or luch like pretences. and did compel the p~yme~t of the sum by means 1779 C8 In 

\ 
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1 l\IA..R. 179S. of military force; and did also extort the payment of a further sum of 
d-;;r 10,0001. sterling. or thereabouts, under pretence of paying the expences 

~~,ooo~. fot' of the said force." 
expenses in • 
forcifS pay- Extort a like sum of five lacs of rupees under similar and 
;::~nd such like pretences! What were the pretences upon which 
~U:;i::i~ the first sum was demanded? A" pretence of war, of which 
been de- he had no authentic intelligence:" this is under a similar 
clared. pretence, on the 19th of July, 177!}, when they had re-

ceived an actual account of the declaration of war !-" Under 
similar and such like pretences;" ~it still is only a pretence, 
though, there is an actual declaration of war I Why, my 
Lords, this extortion of the five lacs of rupees is upon the 
19th of July, 1779, and that your Lordships will find in the 
printed Evidence, page 87. The subject had in the course 
of the preceding. year been fully discussed.. Mr. Francis 
had expressed his doubts upon the subject; he had stated the 
arguments that have been pressed since upon the subject, to 
induce him to thinkihere was no right to make the demand. 
Now we come to 'a renewed proposal of making the demand. 

Da.nger ofJ I trust your Lordships will agree in the propriety -of this 
retra.cting observation, that, in the case of a. government like ours in 
orders. India, it is extremely mischievous, after an order has passed, 

Consult ... 
tion,l9th 
July,1779. 
Mr. Hast
ings' pro
posal to 
make a 
seoond 
demand on 
CheytSiog. 

to retract it upon the disobedience of the person whom it 
concerns. It is certainly very important' that, prior to 
the passing of an order, you should deliberate well upon the 
subject; but a deliberation after -you have passed it comes 
too late, and is mischievous. Deliberate before you resolve; 
but when you have resolved, you must then enforce obe
dience to it. Here we come, upon the 19th of July, 1779, 
to consider whether it would or not be proper to make this 
demand upon Cheyt Sing:-

" At aCouncil-:-present, Warren Hastings, Richard Barwell, Philip 
Francis, Edward Wheler, Lieut.-General Sir Eyre Coote indisposed. four 
persons present-the Governor General delivers in the following minute: 
-' It having been resolved in secret consultation_of the 9th of July. 1778, 
that Ra,jah Cheit Sing should be required in form to contribute hIS share 
to the burden of the present war with France, [by the establishment of 
three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and maintained at his 
expence, and the amount of the subsidy fixed by the Board in consulta
tion of the 17th August following, and agreed by him to be paid for one 
year, being :five lacks of Muchlidar rupees, as the year is now expired, I 
move that he be at this time required to contribute the like sum] as his 
share of the expence of the war for the current year.' " .. 

... Printed in the " Minutes of the Evidence," p. 69. 
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This. your Lord..hips see, comes under different cll'cum- 1 MAR 1~9Z. 
stances from the proposal of the last year; becanse the consent Cheyt Sing's 

of the Raja by his wakil, such as it was, operated upou the ~~not 
last year, if it bad any operation at all, but did not operate 
upon the present, for here was no consent, but a proposal to 
demand of him the sum for the second year of the war. 
What is the consequence? Four members of the Council ConCU1'l'ence 

. d h G G l' of the Co un-bemg present, they agree to t e. ovemor enera s pro- ell in the 

posal, without a single syllable of doubt, debate or hesitation. demand. 

There was no question either upon the right or upon the 
ability of Cheyt Sing, nor a single word of objection made 
to the making this demand. In the first year, the proposal 
might come by surprise upon them, without having previously 
considered it; but, having in the course of that year con-
sidered it, and now being called upon-" have you any 
objection to the demand? Weare not yet committed in 
makin'" the demand upon him. Now is the time to discuss 
it fuve you any objection to it?" Not a word of objec-
tion! That is upon the 19th of July, 1779, and that is 
ordered to be communicated; and it is communicated, in a. 
letter written to the Resident upon the occasion, stating the 
necessity {or it:-

.. That the period of one year being expired, and the war still con- Letter ~ 
tinuing, we find it necessary to maintain the same force, and to require :l!:~
that the Rajah should be at hia share of the expence. You will, there-
fore, at thia time. demand from him payment of the above sum, as his 
proportioD of the charge for the current year." 

.. Agreed, that the Governor General be requested to write to Cheit 
Sing, acquainting him that the period of one year for which [he agreed 
to pay five lackt of Mochlidar rupees, as his share of the burden of the 
war with France, on the 17th of A~, 1778, is expired; and, as the 
continoation of the war makes it still neceaaary to maintain the same 
establishment of troops for the defence of the country, the Board deem 
it requisite he should at this time contribute a further sum of five lacks 
of M uchlidar rupeea, as hia share of the charge for the current year."] 

In compliance with this resolution of the Board, Mr. Hast- ~tte~m 
ings writes to Cheyt Sing upon the 21st of July, 1779:- ing;,to. 

, , CheytSmg, 
.. Your engagement for the papnent of an annual subsidy for your :lluly=, 

share of the expence of the war helDg expired, and the war still continu- ~~nt of 
ing and the same force being necessary to be kept up, I am, therefore, five 1acs. 
to desire that you will pay to Mr. Thomas Graham a further som of five 
laclui of Muchlidar rupees. as your proportion for the present year. 
Mr. Graham haa, accordingly. orders to receive it from fOn, and it. is 
neceaaary that you do not delay to pay it to him." 

.. Now, this ,is the second year of putting to the proof the 
fidelity of the :(taja. .. His di8ob~ence in the first had been 
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1 MAB.179!. passed· over without any censure upon him; without any 
DOtice more than I have stated. This is the I!eCODd year, 
of the war actually raging in the country. The demand 

, made upon him was communicated to him in this manner IIy 
, Mr. Hastings, desiring him Dot to delay. My Lords, this 

letter from Mr. Hastings would arrive about the 31st or 
July. I believe it will be found, a letter takes about ten 
days in going from Calcutta to Benares; I understand Dot 

JA!tter f!om quite so long. The fim letter upon this subject from the 
~~t~';'. Resident was dated the ~th of August, 1779. It is in the 
~"£:~. printed Evidence, page 88. Your Lordships will find 
:~ ""1779. that to be again a letter of complaint of the conduct or 

ug. Cheyt Sing- . 

Hismfusal 
to 11&7. 

.. Immediately on the receipt of your honourable BOIIl'd's letters of 
the 19th ultimo [directing me to demand of Rajah Chen Sing payment ' 
of the sum of five Jacka of Muchlidar rupees, 88 his annual proportion 
of the burden of the Pl'e8ellt war with Fmnre, I waited upon him) and, 
at the same time that I communicated the onJens of your honourable 
Board to him myself, I delivered to him the Governor General's letter 
in confirmation tbereof. He then gave me for aJl8Wer, thal he had nm 
tbe ability to discharge the demand. As tbis was similar to the al11l\Ver 
he gave me wben I demanded payment of his subsidy for tbe last year. 
I did not consider it as a definitive one, and, therefore. continued in re
newing my demand everr second day. Fmding, however, tbat; he hold. 
to the terms of his first reply, and seeing no probability of a speedy 
change in his sentiments, I am unavoidably reduced to the necessity of 
applying for your honourable Board'. furtherinstructiona on this head." 

Here, my Lords, then, you see a man of ample ability to 
pay [refusing to do so] upon the same renewed pretence of 
inability, in the second year of the war, notwithstanding 
every application made to him by the Board, by the Governor 
General, by the Resident. In this manner does he, day 
after day, refuse payment of the sum upon this pretence. 
Here is a complaint made against him by the Resident, who 
applies for the Board's instructions. ., I am unavoidably 
reduced to the necessity of applying for yonr honourable 
Board's further instructions on this head." .Were they not 
to give him some instructions t Were they not to do some
thing; could they aequic..coee in these excuses t Could Mr. 
Hastings, who knew his ability, admit of the justice of that 
plea 1 Must he not have considered this as an evasion' 
What could he do? Last year they tried what entreaty
they tried what argument-they tried what Conciliation 
would do. Mr. Hastings had written to him himself, in, tbe 
commencement of this year, telling him-" it is Decessary 
you should not delay." Ile does delay. Then is there not 
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now an abl!Olute necessity for having recourse to some com- lllA:B.l19S. 

pulsory means to oblige this wan to obey, who will not obey -
by fair means? A letter is received from Cheyt Sing which =-~ 
ia a most extraordinary one, considering the known situation 
or this man. Your Lordships will find it in the printed 
Evidence, pnge 89 :-

" M1 aituation is wen known to 10u, and I assure you without reserve 
that I have no ability left, nor is there any mode of. relief for me but in 
the exertion of ),our favours. I am truly convinced that it is your 
de8ire, who are my masters, to 8uPi0rt me your servant,· and last year you 
directed Sheikh Ali Nuckee that should by any means-by disposing 
of my effecta or by borrowing-make this one payment and I should not 

.. be c:alled OD in future; and that you would take every means for my 
advantage and support." 

Because Sheik Ali N ucki would not comply generally lliHtate. 
for the whole war, but wanted to limit it to a single year,:;':::; 
lIre Hastings proposed, on that vert account, that ~e orders ~':.~t 
of the Board should be couched 10 terms excludlDg that ings tolimi' 
ide~that it should be for the whole war; and yet this ::~::=d 
man quotes Mr. Hastings 8S having said to Sheik.Ali Nucki 7llIU'. 

that he-should only be called on for that one year, and not 
be called upon afterwards, which was directly contrary to 
the fact; as it appears in evidence, l\1r. Hastings, for that 
very purpose, excluded the idea. He speaks of disposing of 
his eftects or borrowing to make up the sum. Why, Mr. 
Hastings never had the least idea but that he was able to 
pay it. He declared tbat he had ability to pay this sum or 
even ten times tbe amount; no man could doubt it. Then 
is it probable Mr. Hastings should have stated that he was 
by borrowing to raise the money? He goes on-

f< I accordingly put in prsctice [every method in my power, and by 
loan. make good the requisition 1. U is now absolutely out of my power 
to raise the .UID required, and f am, therefore, hopeful that you will be 
kindly pleased to exCuse me the five lacks now demanded." 

Your Lordships will now attend to what follows, recol
lecting that, at the last consultation antecedent to this, 
namely, upon the 28th of September, 1778, there had been 
an intimation from the gentleman whom I have named that 
we bad no right to call upon Cheyt Sing, beyond what was HiI . 
stated in the sanad or the patta. He had stated that to be right~ or 
his opinion. Antecedent to that period, there had not been II1eDlptioo. 

the smallest doubt suggested by Cheyt Sing of the right. 
The very next letter' that comes from Cheyt Sing upon the 
subject takes up that very precise idea, and he desires to be 
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il·:M.u. 1792. excused upon that very ground of its not being compre
hended in the patta. He goes on to say-

" You will be kindly pleased to excuse me the five lacks now demanded, 
and that nothing may be demanded of me beyond the amount expressed 
jn the potts., which, through your favour, 1 obtained from the honourable 
the English Company. [This rajee and zemindary, and my dignity, 
are the gifts of your Highness. 1 have judged it necessary to represent 
to you my inability and] helpless state." 

Suggestedto Now is not this very strong, to show that what was passed 
~l!!!~~: in Council did transpire and did operate upon the conduct of 
~~ciJ. Cheyt Sing, when I show in two instances that doubts sug-

gested in Council are the very next time taken up by Cheyt 
Sing and introduced into his letter? You see, for the very • 
:first time, the idea of inability is taken up, immediately after 
doubts had been expressed as to his ability; and now the 
question of right is taken up in a letter that immediately 
follows the debate upon thatsubject. It undoubtedly, there
fore, was, as Mr. Francis well observed, of infinite import
ance that there should be unanimity in the measures that 

Proposalot 
Mr. Hast

respected Cheyt Sing. 
Upon this occasion J\Ir. Hastings proposes thus :-

ings to " 1 move that the Commander-in-Cbief be desired to issue an order for 
~j;!'~~he the march of two battalions . of sepoys from the nearest station of the 
troops. army, [excepting the first and temporary brigades, to Bena.res, on the re-

quisition of Mr. Graham, and there to remain for the further orders of 
the Board. That the whole expenee of this detachment from the day bf 
its march be exacted from the Rajah of Benares. That this resolution be 
communicated to him by the Govemor General, and that the Resident 
be ordered to inform the Rajah of it, repeating his demand for the sum 
required; and, in case of his refusal or non-compliance with his demand, 
to give immediate notice to the officer in command of the detachment] 
that he may march accordingly." 

That is the measure; that is :the subject of crimination, 
as it is stated here in the Article--
"and did compel the payment of the sam!, by means of a military 
force, and did also extort the payment of a further sum of 2,0001. sterling, 
or thereabouts, under pretence of paying the expencell of the said 
force." 

. There is the measure first suggested: that is the subject of 
":~~l to this part of the Article. Your Lordships will have observed 
r~::J:e that recourse was not to be had to this mode oC compulsion 
cOmpw.ion •. till there had been previously tried another request; because 

it is said "that this resolution be communicated to him by 
the Governor General, and that the Resident be ordered to 

-inform. the Raja of j~., repeati,ng. his" dem~d for; the sum 
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required." It was, therefore, intended to proceed in this 1 MA.B.179Z. 
manner-to repeat the demand; to notify to him· what -
were to be the consequences if he did not comply; to give 
him an opportunity, therefore, ot' preventing those conse-
quence8 by compliance; and it was only in the event of his 
refusal or non-compliance that the troops were to be sent 
fu~ • 

Your Lordships see that here, when Mr. Hastings doeR 
propose to have recourse to any compulsory method, he 
does not propose to employ a military force-the only com
pulsory method that could be adopted, or that is practised 
in that country, as your Lordships well know, for all the 

. revenue of the country is collected by a military force--,
till every measure had been tried, namely, a repetition of the 
demand, and apprising Cheyt Sing of what was to be the 
consequence of his non-compliance, and that he would have 
to pay the expense of the military. Could anything more 
.have been done than this? He had every opportunity 
given him of preventing the necessity of having recourse to 
force. .This is opposed. The persons present at this consul- fonsuitr:;: 
tation were the same as I stated at the last, with the addition ~::n~iL e 

of Sir Eyre Coote. This appears to be the first time the 
subject bad come before him. He had arrived a few months 
before, and here he is present at this debate upon this sub-
ject; and your Lordships observe that the measure respected 
something to be carried into execution by him, for Mr. Hast-
ings' motion was, that the Commander-iIi-Chief be desired 
to issue an order for the, march of two battalions of sepoys 
from the nearest station of the army. . 

Sir Eyre Coote agrees to the motion. 
Itt,. WMkr-"1 am against it." 
Mr. FranN-" I never approved of the additional demand beyond his Objection ~Y 

stipulated tribute!' Mr. FranC18. 

"You never approved ofit! Why, you voted for it npon 
the 19th of July, without objection. Did you then vote 
for what you did not approve, beca.use you state here-
~ I never approved of the ~ditional demand t Then why 
do you vote for it without objection ? Were you not bound, 
if you did not approve of it, to state why you did ndt 

. approve of it, and to state it at the time when the measure 
was under consideration, to prevent the Board's doing what 
ought not to be done? This is the time to make objections; 
.not to JDakeobjectioDs when the ,order is attempte4 to be 
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• 
.lllW!.179Z. carried into execution and is resisted. To object then is 

too late; and it is dangerous." When Cheyt Sing resists it, 
or will not obey it, then Mr. Francis says-

" I never approved of the additional demand beyond his stipulated 
tribute; I cannot, therefore, concur in the measure proposed. I firmly 
believe it to be unnecessary even for its avowed purpose!" 

Whether the opinion that it :was unnecessary for its avowed 
purpose was well founded or not will presently be seen by 
the event: for I will show your Lordships that this measure 
was so far from being unnecessary that it was absolutely 
necessary; that they write to him, and the re~ewed demand 
upon him was not sufficient, and the Resident, of his own 

Ordersubse- accord, found himself ultimately compelled to send for the 
~~e'::'~rthe troops; and that the Board, by a subsequent order, were 
:,archof obliged to renew their order to the commanding officer to 
roops. march with the troops to Benares; and, till that had been 

done, the Raja never did comply with the demand. The 
opinion, therefore, of its being unnecessary was not a well 
founded opinion:-

"And I am very much afraid that it will be attended with conse
quences ruinous to the Rajah and to his country. That country is now 
one of the richest jewels we possess. [The great revenue we draw from 
that coun!ry may be permanently secured under mild and equitable 
treatment.] Measures of a different nature may extort more for a mo
ment, but they will ruin the future resources." 

Mr. Barwell observes, I think very well, upon that :-he 
says-

" It rests with the Rajah himself to discharge his quota of the expence 
of the war voluntarily, or to be compelled to it. I agree to the motion." 

Mr. Hastings says-
e< Benares is not a jewel in our possession, if we leave the ~ah an 

option to obey or disobey orders of his superior government, and to 
maintain himself in the independency of a tributary prince. As for the 
ruin pretended from this order, the terms of the question itself put it into 
his power to prevent even: the execution of the order; and more I shall 
not upon this occasion say." 

It seems to me to acquire no addition to the argument, 
which is decisive. It eould not operate to the ruin of the 
Raja, because it was in his own power by immediate payment, 
by the very terms of the p.roposition, to prevent the execu
tion of it. This is the Consultation of the 26th of August, 
1779. It is in pages 88 and 89 of the printed Evidence. 

My Lord, it appears that this order arrived upon the 9th 
of September, and was communicated to the Raja. The 
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letter of the Resident upon that occasion is, I believe, not 1 ~179L 
given in the evidence. It is dated the 19th of September, Letter of the 
1779. He states his having last night received their order, ~!~e~rn~ 
having also received the honourable Governor General's ~~e ~!~ing 
Jetter to the Raja on the subject, which he had sent to him; . 
with 0. Jetter from himself, requiring his immediate com· 
pJiance with the orders contained therein; and he mentions 
his hope that he should not be compelled to have recourse to 
the discretionary power lodged in him, to compel payment. 
I am afraid I have mislaid that let.ter from Mr. Hastings, lIett;-0t 
which is a material one, urging the Raja in the strongest in~ to~ 
terms to comply with the order of the Board and to pay this Cheyt Smg. 

sum, without their being any necessity for ha"Ving recourse 
to this order.-

Your Lordships observe that the order is communicated 
to the Raja upon the 9th of September, 1779. Upon the 
12th Mr. Graham writes to the Board,-

" I have this day received an answer from Rajah Cheit Sing to the fl:t~Ofth9 
letter which I informed your honourable Board 1 had written to him th:B~~~to 
on the 10th, requiring his compliance with your orders, wherein he sends 12 Sept.1779. 
me an anSwer to the Governor General's letter, which I have transmitted 
to him, and acquaints me with his having consented to the payment of 
the five lacks of rupees. As, however, he still holds forth his original 
plea of inability, I have every' reason to apprehend he will be very dila-
tory in his payment. I beg, therefore, to be favoured with{our honoura-
ble Board'. orders as to the conduct which in such case must observe . 
towards him. 

My Lords, the effect, therefore, of the orders was to pro- Che11! Sing's 
., . f b' h' d d promlS8ot ullce a promise 0 payment, llt not lUg more, an un er compliance. 

circumstances that induced the Resident to apprehend that 
he would be very dilatory in his ,compliance with the orders; 
so much ns to inuuce him to apply to the Board to know what 
in that case he wns to do. It seems to me that the Resident 
need not have applied for further orders, because he was 
expressly told, if the Raja, upon being informed what was.to 
be the consequence of nonpayment, did not immediately pay 
the money, he was vested with a discretionary order to send. 
for the troops to compel payment. 

Mr. Graham writes, upon the 16th of September, 1779-
.. Although four complete days are now elapsed since I had the honour Letterofthe 

of informing you of the Rajah's having consented to the paymtlnt of five ~idtn~779 
lack. of rupees, and although I sent him a suitable reply to the letter he ep • • 

• • See the letter recited in the followbig page. 
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ll1UB. 1'lK wrote upon the occasion, and at the &aIIle time repeating my request [for 
-. a person being sent to me IUfficiently qualified for disCharging the 

£!'~ ~ing'. amount, no one has .yet come, nor has anl ~ouey bec;n p~d me.. O~ the 
paying. contrary, through his vakeel], he has soliCltOO to be mdulged WIth time, 

but without specifying any. period, which leaving room for no other 
answer than desiring him to conform to the orders he has reeeived from 
your honourable Board through the channel of the Governor General, I 
have sent a person to attend at his durbar to require his speedy com
pliance therewith."· 

Here, then, my Lords, the threat is not sufficient to do 
more with this .person than to induce him to promise, but not 
to pay. I believe I have now found the letter from :Mr. 
Hastings which is dated the 28th of August, 1779,-

Letter of "I have received your letter in reply to that oue I wrote to you, re
~r. ~ quiring your payment of five lacks of rupees [as your share forthe present 
~n.reyt Sing yearof the expencee of the war, and am greatly astonished at your refusal 
lIS Aug.l77e. and pretended plea of inability, it being very inconsistent with the duty 

you owe to the Company. I now repeat my demand, that you do. on 
the receipt of this, without evasion or delay, pay the five lacks of rupees 
into the hands of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has orders to receive it from 
you, and authority, in case of your ~ to summon the two battalions 
of sepoyB, under the commaud of Major Carnac, to Benares, that mea
sures may be taken to oblige you to a compliance, and in this case, the 
whole expenee of this corps from the time of its march] will fall upon 
you."t 

Here was an intimation to him of 'what was to be the 
consequence, as well by an order of the Board as an express 
letter from the Governor General Could any person do 
more to prevent having recourse to those means t 

:Mr. Graham writes, upon the 17th of 1779,-
Le~of the "I had the honor to addre88 you last night, ·informing your honour
~~ to able Board of the steps I had taken towards obtaining payment of the fin 
17 Sept.l779. lacks of rupees from Rajah Cheyt Sing. I this day reeeived a letter 

from him, of which I beg leave to IUbmii to your consideration the 
following translate: . 

" 'The situation of my aft'airs [is well known to you, and I have 
repeatedly represented the particulars to you. The five lacka of rupees on 
account, a proportion of' the expense of the war, conformably to the 
injunctions of the Honomable English Company, I have for this time 
agreed to pay, neither am I. dilatory or inattentive in providing for its 
discharge; but the amount is considerable and can only be liquidated by 
degrees. Within the space of four months I will pay it to you by instal
ments, to the end of the month of Yelkidge (corresponding nearly to the 
middle of the English month of January ensuing), I will complest 
payment of the whole. What is now preparing is part of the aforesai:l 
sum of five lacks: it sball be paid to you on Thursday next, the 12th of 
Rumzan. My thoughts are not a moment at rest from this matter; but 

• Printed in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. J 509. 
t Ibid.. p. 1507. 
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from inceaaant applicatioDB, inconveniences are occasioned to the pro- ,1 ~tm 
viaion, and my endeavoUl'll are interrupted from yOW' indulgence]. I "'"""" 
will di8charge the amount in manner above specified! ,,* 

So that here is a most extraordinary effect of repeating 
the application. It prevents a compliance with it. ' " You 
&Ilk me 80 often for it that I cannot pay you. It is extremely 
inconvenient to desire me 80 often as you do to pay you. 
'Vhy, I cannot pay you if you do so." And, with all these 
pretences of poverty, of his inability, and that it is a large 
8Um, and 80 on-all these pretences of evading the payment 
of it-the Resident desires to have their orders on the 
subject of the foregoing letter. The idea of instalments is 
rejected by the Resident, and the demand made for the 
whole without delay. Cheyt Sing writes to Mr. <haham 
upon the 25th of September, 1779,-
. "I received rOUl letter about the five lacks of rupees, and understand Letter of 
the content.. I have before made known to you my distressed situ&- ~:r. Sing 
tioo-that I have not power to comply; and I have also sent an anee Resi3ent. 
in anawer to that letter from the Presidency which you delivered to me. l!5Sept.1779. 
I have no power to comply. I discharge the revenue according to the 
patta. I am hopeful that this order may be revoked." 

Then~ my Lords, here is a letter from Cheyt Sing to the 
Governor General This is in page 91 of your Lordships' 
Yinutes,-

.. Every two or three days am I called upon to pay five lacks of rupees. Letter of 
fYoW' -graciou8 letter on this subject honoured me by its arrival. I have foh~ ~ngt
aespatched an anie in anewer, which will have been presented to you. ings.

r
• as 

In obedience to YOUlorder, I last year, by every means, and borrowing 
from all quarters, raised that 8um, and at that time you promised me it 
should not happen again. I have it-not in my power at present. You 
have before honoured me with the title of son, and regarding me as yOW' 
eon JOu have protected me, I am, therefore, hopeful that I may be ex- • 
cused from this requisition." 

There are in the consultations. two letters; one from 
Raja Cheyt Sing to Mr. Graham,. received the 20th of 
September, 1779; the other, from the Raja to the Governor 
General, inclosed in the foregoing; both written subsequent 
to the communication of the order for immediate payment 
and a threat of the consequeJlces. On the 25th of September, 
1779, Mr. Hastings writes a. letter to Raja Cheyt Sing, 
which is in the printed Evidence, page 91 :-

.. I received your letter; from the contents of which, as well as from Letter of 
the letter of Mr. Graham, and the copy of a letter which you wrote :&lr. Hast
to that gentleman, and which he transmitted for my inspection, it ~:~ Sing. 

• J.>rinted in the .. Minutes of the Evidence," Po 1510. 
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1 !UB.l'm. appe&rll but too cle&rly that, instead of a cheerful compliance with the 
- requisition of this Government, in the immediate payment of the 8um 

of :five lacks of rupees, as your share of the expences of the war for 
the present year--a requisition which the great burden of expence 
under which the Company ~abours for the ~efence of. the country 
renders necessary, and to whlch you, as a· subJect of thars, are bouna 
to contribute-you have thought proper; under the plea of inability, 
which is well known to be futile, to endeavour to amuse the Resident 
with vague and distant· promises, meaning probably to protract, if 
not entirely evade, the payment of the sum required of you. In a 
letter which I lately wrote you, I informed you in express terms that 
this Government neither could nor would recede from so reasonable 
a. demand; and added that, in case of non-compliance on your part, 
Mr. Graham was authorised to summon. a detachment of our forces 
to enforce our orders, if it should be found.necessary. This I hoped 
would have op'ened your eyes and induced you to relinquish a conduct 
which must, if pursued, bring the greatest disadvantage on you; but, 
since even this intimation of our determination has proved ineffectual, 
I now think it necessary to inform you that we have desired the Com
mander-in-Chief to despatch MaJor Carnac with the detachment under 
his command to Benares, there to wait our further orders. He will, 
accordingly, begin his march immediately, unless the Resident in the 
meantime, from the actual receipt of the subsidy, should inform him 
·that it is unnecessary for him to proceed further; and you will be 
:pleased to observe, that should you force us to a measure so contrary to 
.our wishes, the whole expence of the detachment from the time of its 
march will be required from you, exclusive of the subsidy for the W&r." 

Repetition 
or their 
orders by 
theBoaid. 

I am persuaded this letter requires DO Comment.: it speaks 
for itself in the mild language of persuasion, of exhortation to 
cbedience,. and apprising him of what would be the conse
quence of perseverance in disobedience. I should have 
stated, perhaps, before reading this letter, what, your Lord
ships observe, is referred to· in the letter-that the Board 
bad, upon an intimation that their first order had been unsuc
cessful, and finding that Mr. Graham waited for further 
orders upon the subject, repeated their former orders, upon 
the 29th of S~ptember:-

"Present, Mr. Hastings, Mr. B&l'Well, and Mr:. Wheler; Mr. Francis 
bein~ indisposed." This is not in print, I believe.-" The Governor General • 
• As It appears by the last of the above letters from Mr. Graham that 
RaJah Cheit Sing, whose present ability to disch&rge the full amount of 
the sum demanded of him cannot be doubted, is endeavouring to amuse 
our Resident with delays [and as his reply, though it professes an 
intention of compliance with his claim, is a plain evasion of it, I think 
Mr. Graham-according to the spirit of the orders he had received
ought to have required the immediate m&rch of Major Carnac's detach
ment to enforce payment from the Raja; but, as he has omitted the act 
in this manner, and as it appears to be his intention to wait for the 
further orders of the Bo&rd, I move that the contents of his letter be 
imp&rted to the Commander-in-chief, and that he be desired to send 
orders forthwith to Major C&rnac to march without delay, in conformity 
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to bi.i "(anner instructions, -giring notice of the day o~'whlchhe shall l JWLl79L 
mo,'e from his present station to Mr. Graham: that the expences of the -
detachment, from that time until its return, may be charged to the 
Rajah: and that Major Carnac do continue his route with the two 

-battalions under his command to Benares. unless Mr. Graham, upon the 
full receipt of the mbsidy, shall notify to him that there is no necessi~ 
for hia proceeding. I further move that letters to the same effect beJ 
prepared and despatched to Mr. Graham and Rajah Cheyt Sing.'''* 

Ii Wll.8, therefore, to be stopped in every stage of the busi
ness. Ir the Resident should hove no~ified that the money 

-WILl paid, the orders were not to be carried ioto execution, 
but the march of the troops was to be stopped. The Governor 
General'. motion was carried, and it was resolved -that a 
letter should be written to the Commander-in-chief and to 
Mr. Graham npon the subject. -There appears to be a 
mistake in the date, for the letter I read is dated the 25th 
or September, and prior in point of time, but it must be 
8ubsequent to thia Consultation, because it seems to refer 
to it. The letter to the Commander-in-Chief does not seem 
to me to be material, to trouble your Lordships with i~ It 
is only stating the canse which has induced them to issue 
that order, and a letter from the Board to Mr. Graham, 
likewise, to the same clFect. There is then a letter from 
Mr. Graham to the Board, dated the 3d of October, 1779 . 

•• Rajah Cheyt Sing noC having yet completed the payment of one ~orthe 
lack of rupeelt, in part of his mbsidy of five lacks, notwithstanding, !l:&:!::' 
agreeable to his own voluntary proposal, whereof I transmitted to you a 3 Oct. 1779. 
'tnanslate in my address of the 17th ultimo, he ought twelve days ago to 
-baYe paid me .. lack and 25,000 rupees, I have, believing it to be con-
listent with your honourable Board's instruction8, dated the 26th of 
August, in order to enforce the payment, this day written to Major 
Cwnac, requiring him to march with the detachment nnder his corilmand 
to this place with all convenient expedition." t 

Your Lordships see, Mr. Graham had, upon the 3d of Order for 

October, which was before he could ha.ve received the orders !~~~ 
which I last read, of his own aecord is..--ued orders, finding it troops. 

to be necessary, for the march of the detachmenL Upon 
the l!th of October there is another letter from Mr. Graham. 
These letters are not in print- - -

.. My addreaa to your honourable Board of the 3d instant acquainted Le~orthe 
you, oat only of the Rajah's continuation to procrastinate the payment ~~:!:;; 
of the whole BUbsidy, but of his faillJMl in }>articulM of that proportion U OC~.177i 

• Printed in the • Minutes of the Evidence," P. 1509. 
t Ibid.. p. Ull. 
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1 MAB.1799. which he had himself voluntarily fixed a time for discharging; and of 
- my having, in consequence, sent tht>.necessary notice to Major Carnac 

to march, with the detachment under his co=and, to this place. Your 
further instructions upon the subject, now before me, shall be punctually 
attended to. The Rajah, notwithstanding he has been repeatedly made 
acquainted with your honourable Board's determined resolutions to 
obtain speedy payment, and of the consequences attendant on delays, 
has ,only to this day paid me the sum of one lack and 19,000 rupees. 
He now offers in excuse a general scarcity of specie. What may be his 
conduct on the approach of the detachment, you shall he fully informed 
of." .. 

:'::~:;'f It appears, therefore, very cl~arly, my Lords, that the idea 
measures. of all these measures not havmg been necessary to enforce 

compliance was erroneous. They were proved in the event 
to be necessary, when so much difficulty, after the commu
nication of the intelligence, attended the forcing a compliance 
With them. 

My, Lords, it appears that, afterwards, the troops ,vere 
o~liged to come. No payment was received, and, ofcoorse, 

~~ent no countermand for the order of the march· of the detach
~e.rJ~e ~ent: The! arrived in ,the neig~bou~hood of Benare~; ~d 
.. moo of It was not till the day before thelf arnval that the Raja paid 
the troops. one· additional lac m rupees; and not till after their actual 

arrival and after thew nearer approach to one of his principal 
places, Ramnagur, was the whole subsidy of this year actually 
paid. It is, therefore, perfectly clear that the Raja, by his 
conduct, did render measures of compulsion necessary to 
enforce obedience to a peremptory order of the Board, after 
every means had been- usea to obtain compliance short of 
that compulsion; After every species of application, after 
urgent importunity to him by every possible means, had 
failed of success, it was at last necessary that the troops 
should come; and, till they actually came,did he withhold 
obedienc~ to the peremptory orders of the .Board t . 

Unanimous .My Lords, it appears afterwards, I: believe, that. Ilvery 
conviction C S 
of the person was now convinced upon the subject of heyt ing's 
f~:~~~~ conduct. Whatever doubts. hac! prevailed respecting either 
:.~:~~s~~ his ability, the Company's right, the authority p( his :wakil, 
tn ..... ures. or the necessity of having l'eCOll,l'se to measures of com-

pulsion to enforce obedience-whatever doubts had prevailed 
in any antecedent period-now Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler 
were both throroughly convinced that Mr. Hastings had 
been.right, from the beginning, upon the question of right; 

.. Printed in the "Minute.s of the Evidencflo up. 1511. 
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that he had been right as to the Raja's ability; that he had 1 lIA1Ll'19S. 

been right as to the necessity of having recourse to means -
of compulsion j that he had been right in the opinion he 
l'ntertained of the Raja's misconduct upon that occasion. 

I will read to your Lordships a letter that was written by Theil- letter 

tbeee gentlemen, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, ~ 
the two persons who had dissented upon the 'points that IHao.1780 

I have stated, in every period of the antecedent transaction. 
[by 1 these gentlemen when they formed a. majority and 
coULl. therefore, have written what letter they thought fit 
to their superiors-who were bound to Communicate to their 
superiors the true state of the transaction, and of the opinion 
they entertained respecting the conduct of Cheyt Sing. 
The letter is dated the 14th of January, 1780. Mr. Barwell 
was about to embark for England: I do not know whether 
he was present, but he does not sign the letter. The letter 
is signed only by Mr. Hastings,:Mr. Francis and Mr. ",neler. 
It is in the printed Evidence, page 90. It is a very short 
letter. and, therefore, with your Lordships' permission, I will 
read it;-

" We thonght it necessary and collllistent to demand a further con
tribution of five Jacka of rupees from Rajah Cheit Sing for his part of 
the es:penoes of the WIll" for the current year, being the BaIlle Sum aa he 
paid towards that; end lor the laat year. The Rajah strongly pleaded 
his inability to comply with this demand, and even suft'~ us to send 
two battalions 01 sepoy. from Dinagepore to Benares, to enforce the 
J>Ilyment. berore he would grant it. At length, however, with much 
ilifficulty, the amount was received from him, added to a penalty of 
20,000 rupees for the expences of the two battalions until their arrival at 
&nares. We Bhall make but thia short observation upon the conduct 
of the Rajah, that, whether it proceeded from an apprehension of estab
lishing a precedent for exceeding' the sum of his annual -and stipulated 
~"enue, or from a sense of independency, it was equally unreasonable 
and an ungrateful return COl' the benefits which he haa been allowed to 
derive from the Company's protection. 

(Signed) 

• 

.. W ARRKN HASTINGS • 
•• P. FRANCIS • 
•• EDWARD WHBLBll." 

My Lords, I take the liberty, therefore, of concluding. 
from what I see upon the minutes and upon the records of 
the Company, what must have been the sentiments of these 
three gentlemen. I take their sentiments from what t\ey 
express to be their sentiments in this letter to their superiob, 
with respect to the conduct of Cheyt Sing, and of the neces
sity that there was nltimately for compelling obedience in 

3 G ! 
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1 M~79!. this way, !Lnd the ungrateful conduct of the Raja in having 
so long WIthheld the paytnent of this sum. ' 

Rca
h 

lit~ of My Lords, there is only one other circumstance to observe 
t eexpense • h t to h .. h l' thi • h incul'J'!'d iu WIt respec w at IS III C arge re atlve to s pomt; t at 
=~~~f is, of extorting the sum of two thousand pounds sterling, or 

thereabouts, under pretence of paying the expense of the 
said force. Under pretence of it ! Your Lordships under
stand now what is meant by the words" under pretence" in 
these Articles; because there is no doubt of the reality of 
the expense incurred, and of its being actually calculated to 
amount to 20,000 rupees, which is the sum of 2,000l., and 
of that force being actually rendered necessary by his con
duct. That is called, extorting the sum under'the pretence 
of the expenses of the detachm!)nt !, 

Third The next matter in charge is the third demand-the 
demand, ~ 
iu 1780. demand in the year 1780 ; and that forms the seventeenth 

paragraph of the Article.' It states--
Tennoofthe .. That upon the 22d of'June, 1780, he did extort from the Rajah 
charge. Cheit Sing, by similar and other rigorous means, and particularly by the 

threats of a :fine of 10,000l., the payment of the like sum of five lacks, 
under the aforesaid and other such like pretences, although he, the said 
Warren Hastings had, on the 21st day of June, that is to say, on or 
about the day before the said renewed demand or thereabout, privately 
received from a person named Sudanund, boxey or treasurer to the said 
Rajah, a present or bribe of two lacks of nlpees, or some other sum. 
which was given under a plea of atoning for the opposition alledged by 
the said Warren Hastings to have been made against the payment of 
the said subsidy, but really in hopes of its inducing him, the said 
Warren Hastings, to give up that claim." 

Here, then, my Lords, we have stated the demands made 
upon him, aggravated by the circumstance that is stated. 
And, respecting that sum of money, it is here introduced, 
not as constituting the charge of a receipt of a pre
sent from the Raja-for in that point of view it is taken 
up and forms a distinct separate charge in the sixth Article, 
and will be considered in that point of view when we come 
to discuss that Article; here it is stated, your Lordships 
see, as a circumstance of aggravation in the conduct towards 
Cheyt Sing, because it had been paid in hopes of inducing 

Conoulta. him to give up that demand. Now, with res'pect t~ th!s 
tion ofthe demand for the' year 1780. The first consultatIOn WhICh IS 

~:f.!:"~·1780. necessary to attend to will be one of the 12th of June, 1780. 
At that consultation. Mr. Hastings was extremely anxious 
for a measure that was particularly stated-and I do not 
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mean to go into the circumstances attending it-that is, the 1 lIAB.l792. 

detachment of :Major Camac against Madaji Scindia, in the Des~ 
hope of making the principal agent in the war the principal r!~ ~ 
sufferer by it, and in the end bringing about" peace. Mr. ~~ 
Hastings had a strong opinion upon that subject, that if Scin& 
Madaji Scindia was himself attacked, that if he carned 
the war into :Madaji Scindia's own country, it would induce 
hun to listen to terms for his own lLCCommodation and detach 
him from the Mahratta states. That has already been so 
well, .0 ably and so strongly, stated, that I need not trouble 
your Lordships with a word about it; only stating that 
that formed a consideration upon the subject. With a view 
to that, :Mr. Hastings, upon the 12th of June, 1780, proposes 
a renewal of this demand :-

.. "I propose to the Board that, as the Beason ill now approaching, in His proposal 
which our demand upon Rajah Cheit Sing for the payment of his annual !'; g;d 
contribution towarda the expenceB of the war should be made, we do Sing his 
immediately instruct oW" Resident at Benares to apply to him for the ~b:to':.n. 
sum of five lacks of rupees, which sum. I propose shall be appropriated 
lO1e1y to the payment of MajoJ' Camac's detachment."· 

This measure, your Lordships, recollect, was opposed in ~bj~~ of 

every stage of it by Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis, in joint .:ci e e~ 
minutes. A variety of objections were stated to the measure. :Mr. FranCJ8 

One was the want of money to 'carry it on. Mr. Hastings, 
in order to obviate that, proposes to make tl),is demand a 
little sooner than usual, and to apply that sum of five lacs to 
the payment of this detachment. Upon which, Mr. Francis 
and :Mr. Wheler, who were objecting to this very measure, 
and who, therefore, if they had . thought that ther~ was no 
right to call upon Cheyt Sing for this subsidy at all, had an 
additional objection to ita. namely, that it was proposed to 
be made somewhat before the usual period of its becoming 
due--here then they had an opportunity of additionally 
objecting to this measure, that they were at the time repro-
bating, by saying-" the very means you propose to support 
it affords an additional ground of objection to it; l>ecause 
you are now ~oing to do an impolitic act by an act of injuB-
tice." They do object. But what is their objection? I will 
read it in the words of the minute--" Bengal Consultations, 
the 19th of June, 1780." After having taken time to con-
sider upon this subject, they state, among other objections,-;-

.. Fourthly, because the proposed anticipation of the demand of five That the 
lacks from the Rajah of Benares and the sole appropriation of it to this proposed 

• l'rinted in the II Hiuutel of the Evidence," p. 1513. 
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1 lILuI.1792. serVice is no relief of expence or increase of revenue, since the above five 
d d lacks made part of our· general estimate of resources fop the service 
u:'::3ed r:' 6f the current year, and if applied to any service not provided for the 
the estim&te same estimate will leave a deficiency, which must be made good out 
tor theyea.r; of some other fund." * . 

and had 
beenap· provedb,. 
them. 

My LOl,'ds, I thE)refore conclude, not only from the letter 
that these ge~tlemenwrote upon the Hth of January, 1780, 
but from the opposition to this very anticipated plan of 
demand. upon this subject, that they themselves had included 
this in' their own ·estimate of resources :.,.-" we have alr!!ady 
disposed of that; dOl not touchthat~ for we ourselves have 
taken that into our estimate of resources ".-so much as to 
consider it as a matter of course that this demand was to be 
made upon Cheyt Sing ;-they at that time forming. a 
majority, too, and being able to prevent it if they had. dis
approved of it, for at this time Mr. Barwell was gone to 
England, .on. the 12th of June, 1780 ! At the time when 
they are opposing this very measure and suggesting grounds 
of opposition to it, yet they are perfectly ,clear of the ne
cessity-perfectly clear of the expediency-perfectly clear 
of the justice-perfectly clear. of the right to make the 
demand upon Cheyt Sing, and to include it in their 
own estimate of resources! Mr. Hastings found that they 
would n,ot permit the five lacs, to. be' applied 'to that 
purpose; ,but they still objected' 'to that measure, which 
Mr. Hastings was pressing with a degree of urgency, as if it 
were a matter of his own private interest that was at stake. 

Const!,l).t . He says-" I wish I could 1,'isk my life upon the event;" 
OPPOSItIOn to. •• h b' ha h ld 'bl !dr. Hast- urgmg It to t em y every argument t t e cOU POSSI y 
E~~::the'suggest. There was minute after minute of opposition to pre-

emanci. vent this measure being carried into execution, which, after
·wards,. was carned into execution, and was one great means 
of breaking the power of the Mahratta state-of bringing 
about that object which Mr. Hastings all along looked to, 
'and which made him so anxious for carrying that measure 
into. execution. He urged it over and over again in his 
:minutes at the consultation, but he was 'unable to prevail. 
These two gentlemen overpowered him: he was one against 
two, and they prevented the execution of the measure . at 
'that time. Ths principal objection to this measure was that 
they had not money enough to carry it into execution. 

volun~ At that 'moment, Cheyt Sing, having, had an intimation, 
&.~e~~ probably, of a temporary harmony that had taken place 
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antecedent to that in the Council of Calcutta. and knowing l1WLl7112. 

his own great misconduct and dilatoriness. in order to atone ota sum in 

for his misconduct and to pay a SUID of money which might ~hl::'en~ 
operate as a punishment upon himself for it, instructs his delay. 

wakiI. whom he sent down for the purpose. to pay this sum 
of money which is stated in the Article-" under the plea. " 
-saya the Article-" of atoning for the opposition alledged 
by the said Warren Hastings to have been made ~uainst the 
payment of the "aid subsidy." That was the plea; what his 
object was besides, that your Lordships will see when I 
come to Btate the very evidence the prosecutors have them-
selTea given upon this subject, and which they must take in 
the whole if they take that part. The account given of the No ground 

transaction by Mr. Hastings himself is that which they have =ron 
thonghi fit to give in evidence. and therefore they must take t~aUh8 . 

it altogether; and then your Lordships will see [the ground- ~?,:::n 
lessness of] the idea of this man having been deceived-that ==L 
be was taught to believe that the demand would be given up 
if he paid that money to atone for his past misconduct; that 
it was 80 directly the reverse, that, at the very time of his 
making it. Mr. Hastings) in the most positive and distinct 
manner, treated him thu&--" I accept this as an atonement. 
Now I pardon you: I forgive all that is past; but mark 
thi&--you faithfully promise that you will pay obedience to 
that order that will be made the next day npon you {or a 
renewal of the very same demand." And he received the 
most solemn assurances thai he would faithfully comply with 
it. And your Lordships will. by-and-by. see that the whole 
evidence on the subject proves that to be the nature of the 
trl1ll88Ction; that, 80 far from an idea being held out to 
Cheyt Sing thai he was to be excused from the demand in 
future, the contrary was the fact; and that he did then 
seal it with his most solemn promise that all his past eli&
obedience should be corrected in future. by an accurate and 
faithful compliance with the orders of that year. 

I will read to your Lordships the passage·that is given in 
evidence to prove this circumstance· by the prosecutors. It 
will be found in the printed Evidence, page 96. It is an 
extract from Mr. Hastings' Answer in the Hon~ of Commons 
to the eighth charge :-

.. I beg it; may be o~ed that t;be fust of these presents was received lfr.1Iw. 
ln the year 1780. at .. time when. 88 I have truly aaid to the Directom. iDgs' ~ 
the exigenoes of the Government were my own, and every pl'e881lJ'e upon :':-:tohis 

it rested with itt full weigM upon my mind. Whenever I could find 'beD_of 
CommODS. 
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1 !LUL 171l!. allowable means of relieving them I eagerly seized them. It was in this 
- year, and at one of these distressful periods I allude to, that I formed a 

plan for drawing Mhadajee Scindia from Busaret to the defence of his 
own dominions, in hopes of laying the foundation of that peaee with the 
Marattas to which this measme did afterwards 80 gJeatly contribute. 
Tbis plan was opposed by Mr. Francis, then a membel' of the Council. 
on the pIes, amongst others of little importance,. of the additional 
expense we should ineur· by its adoption. About this' time, Buxey 
Sadanund, the confidential' servant of Cheit Sing, bad been depnted 
to ,me in Calcutta by his master,· to acknowledge his former ill con
duct, and to assure me of his implicit obedience and BUbmission in 
future. He was slso entrusted by his master to endeavour to procme 
a remission of the payment of the annual sum of five lacks of rupees, 
which the Board had fixed as his proportion of the expences of the 
war. I peremptorily refused his request; but assured him that, on the 
restoration, of peace, his additional subsidy should. cease, and that this 
was all he might expect. Sadanund wrote to his ma.sterand received a 
commission from him to give me the strongest assurances of his future 
obedience and submission to the orders of ,Government; and he was 
further directed to. request my acceptance of two lacks of rupeea as a 
present to myself. My reply was, that I cordially received his submis
sion and assurances of obedience, but that I must absolutely refuse his 
present, which I did. Having been disappointed in the execution of 
my plan for attacking Mhadajee Scindia's dominions, which I deemed 
and which proved. to, be of the most material consequence, and. being 
thwarted in it bl my c\)llesgues on the plea of expence, which was the 
only material objection made to it, I determined to accept of the olfer 
which I before refused, and, on my return from the Council-the day, I 
believe; that my plan was rejected-l sent to Sadanund and told him 
I had reconsidered his master's olfer and would accept the two lacks of 
rupees, which I desired him to pay to Sub-Treasurer Crofts; meaning 
to 'apply this money to defray the expence of the expedition against 
Mhadajee Scindia, and thereby hoping to obviate the only objection 
which had been made to this [important undertaking. Unfortunately I 
did not succeed in obtaining the consent of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, 
and ,was, therefore,. concerned at having accepted this sum from Sada
nund, since the only use to which I meant to appropriate it was fm&
trated; and 'I expressed my vexation to' Mr. Markham; my secretary, 
·as he (who fortunately for meia JlOW in England) can attest].~' 

This is'the acc~unt given in the eVidence the prosecutor 
'haS adduced upon this subject. It' appears here that, upon 
the 'first commiSl!ion, bakhshi Sadanund, the confidential 
servant of Cheyt Sing, comes to endeavour to procure the 
remission of his subsidy, but he is expressly told by Mr. Hast
ings that he will not remit it. It had been notified to Cheyt 
Sing by the person that came to negotiate with Mr. Hastings 
at first, that Cheyt 'Sing was not to expect the remjssion of 
this demand; it is, therefore, perfectly clear that it was 
notified to Sadanund 'what .Mr. Hastings' determined inten
tion upon that subject was: and what afterwlmis passed 
with respect to this sum of money was subsequent to that 
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communication. I, therefore, take the liberty of saying, that 1 H.u.l'191. 
npon this account of it there appears to be two commis- ~~m. 
sions. The endeavour to procure a remission of the sub-=~~ 
6idy was the ..first commission: that was negatived at ~&ohi& 
the first conference. The offer of the money was the se-
cond commission, after a full intimation to Cheyt Sing that 
Mr. Hastings' determined . intention was to enforce that de-
mand. There could be, therefore, no deception on Cheyt 
Sing. . If Cheyt Sing chose to atone for his past opposition, 
it couId be under no hope of the future relinquishment. 

But it does not rest here, because there is other evidence Promiseof 

upon the eubject to show clearly that, 80 far from any hOpe ~;rml.~ 
being entertained by Cheyt Sing of a remission of the =:.!l 
demand upon this transaction, it was directl, the reverse; 
that Cheyt Sing did upon this occasion promll,e faithfully to 
comply with the demand. It appears clearly from Cheyt 
Sing's own account of the business, in his own defence, after-
wards, when he speaks of what had passed with Sadanund, 
that he, did upon that occasion faithfully promise that he 
would in future comply with the orders of the Board. 

• For this reason, "_YI he-" I sent my buxey, Sadanund, to 
your presence; enjoining him to represent to you the firmness of my 
obedience and attachment, to lay before you the particulars of my 
llituation, and to leam the disposition ofl0W' mind towards me. He 
arrived accordingly in your presenC'!, an represented everything in a 
proper manner. 1 have never deviated in the smallest degree from these 
prof_ioDl." ., • 

It appears, therefore, by Cheyt Sing's own account of it, 
that he sent down' Sadanund to make professions of obe
dience' and attachment, and he insists upon it that he had 
never deviated from them. It appears also that, after thi& Paymen~b7 
demand was made, in the year 1780, it wa.q instantly com- ~~~~ 
municated to Cheyt Sing, and Cheyt Sing then, so far from r.:.:.d. . 
treatinlJ' it 88 a thirlg he did not expect, acts as a. man would 
act if he had recently made the promise ofobedien~ by 
repeating that promise in a letter which he instantly wrote 
upon the subject, and by showing a symptom of obedience 
stronger than he had ever done before, namely, by paying 
the sum of one lac down, or in a very few days, and pro-
mising to pay the remainder in a very short period of time. 
I will then ask, whether it is probable, if Cheyt Sing had a 
hope Cor a remission, and h:id by this sum of money thought 
he had purchased that remission, he would not immediately, 
when this ~emand was notified to him, have said_u Why, I 



. . 
"I "lWLl79!. have bought oft' this demand; I have paid II sum of money 

. - to be released from it?" Instead of which. he acta directly 
contrary, which is the way in which Mr. Hastings represents 
it. co You have "--says Mr. Hastings--cc promised obedi
ence to the demand. " What does he say in his letter 'l He 
does promise obedience. Then, is not that the natural con
duct of a man acting and thinking in the way that Mr. Hast
ings says he acted and thought, and not in the way the 
prosecutor states that he acted and thought? Instead of 
flying out upon that letter, notifying the demand, he imme:. 
diately gives his renewed solemn promise to comply with it, 
which shows decidedly that what had passed at Calcutta just 
before must have been as represented by Mr. Hastings; 
that he had received his solemn promise to comply with the 
demand. 

It is in this point of view that I am now t~ look at this 
transaction. How far it is improper in any other point of 
view, will be the subject of, another discussion, when it 
becomes the subject of distinct charge. . In the way in which 
it is charged here, namely, as having been a deception 
practised upon Cheyt Sing, I trust the circumstances I have 
stated negative that idea. I f;r1JSt your Lordships, in con
sidering all the circumstances of this case, will see what was 
manifestly the pure object of Mr. Hastings with respect to 

Aetept&nce this. He flies from the Board, where doubta were enter-
of present h th had - h . tr:om Chert tained t at ey not money enoug to carry an un-
:::'b~i~or the portant measure into execution. and he accepta for the use 

,service. of the public that money which he had refused to accept for 
himself, and he instantIy-on the 22d of Juue. 1780-
comes to the ;Board and says-:-" You object to this measure 
upon the sCore of money; here is the money ready for you; 
it is paid into your treasury: will you carry on the measure 
now?" 

Pnr!&y ~t . Therefore, with respect to the object and to the 'motive, it 
=~ is clear from the whole trausaction that there was nothing 
thepresent. improper-nothing of a sordid, nothing of an interested mo-

tive; for when he himself was coucerned he negatived it ; 
when it is to answer an important public object he receives 
it, and pays it into the public treasury. for the purpose that 
(he had in view] when he received it. There was no decep
tion upon Cheyt Sing, but directly the contrary. The whole 
shows that he k:ne~ what he had to expect-that it was to 
be paid in the same way; and, at the very moment Mrr Hast:
ings comes with this woney for the payment ef this detach-
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ment, on the 22d of June, 1780, he proposes another demand lllAB.179i. 

upon Cheyt Sing. Who are the persons present then 1 The Pro~ by 

very same gentlemen-Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler again. r!~ fO":!;. 

forming a majority dissentient to Mr. Hastings' conduct- =:,. on 

persons who were opposing him at that time. Mr. Francis, ~hre Si~ 
Mr. Wheler and Mr. Hastings, were the persons prellent une,1. 

upon the 22d of June, 1780. The propollition is in the 
92d page of the printed Evidence. Mr. Hastings moved-

"That Cheit Sing be now called upon to contribute five lacks, as hi. 
share of the expence of the war for the current year." 

What opposition is made to this motion? Mr. Francis an<J ~F!: . 
Mr. Whelcr have the powe~ .to prevent its being carried; do an~ C18 

they prevent it 1 No I they agreed to the Governor General's Mr. Whaler. 

motion. Not ~ syllable of objection! Not a hint, not a word 
drop{led of there being anything improper, inexpedient or un-
just, In the demand ~ We have also the unanimous consent of 
the Council, on the 9th of July. 1778, qualified in that way, 
the consent upon the 17th of August, the consent on the 19th 
of July. 1779, the consent to the letter of the 12th of June, 
1';80, ,,~d the consent on the 22d of June, 1780. Upon all 
these occasions your Lordships see that what I have stated 
appears upon the record, with respect to the conduct of all 
the lDembers of the Council in regard to this demand. 

My Lords, upon this occasion, the first letter Will! upon the Let~ofthe 
21st of July, 1780.. It is in the printed Evidence, page 9.3, ~8:~!Ji', 
It is a letter from the Resident, Mr. Fowke:- 2IJuly,1780 • 

.. In obedience to your orders of the 23d ultimo, I . have demanded 
from the Rajah Cheit Sing (the sum of five lacks of Muchlidar rupees, 
as his proportion of the burden of the present war with France. The 
Rajah has desired me to inform you of his entire submission to your 
commands.]· He has promised to pay one lack of this amount within 110 

few days. I shall immediately advise your honourable . B08l'd of the 
reeeipt of it, and shall remit it upon the most advantageous terms I can 
obtain. I ehalllikewise urge the Rajah in the strongest manner possible 
to use the utmost expedition in the discharge of the remaining part." . 

Your Lordships will recollect the observations I made 
upon that letter, to show his early promise of obedience. 

The next letter from the Resident is dated the 5th. of Another. 

August. It is not in print, but it is a very material ~=.1780. 
letter:-

., I have the honour to enclose Cheit Sing's answer to your letter 
respecting the subsidy, which I received with Mr. Colebrook's letter of 
the 28th of last June. The Rajah has informed me of the request con
tained in the enclosed; he has desired me to make the samt\ request on 
bia part ina public letter to the Board."-This alludes to the letter he 
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1 lIIAB.1792. was enclosing from Cheyt Sing and which I will presently state-" This 
- I have refused to do; the order of the Council leaves no opening for such 

an application ;"-that was an application for time-" the exigencies of 
Government are great and the early notice given has the appearance of a 
particular provision. These reasons I have assigned ,to ,the Rajah. I 
have strongly urged the immediate payment of the balance. I reminded 
him of the riches he received from his father, of the flourishing state of 
his country, and of the easy terms on which he holds it; and I added 
that, seeing the affair in this point of view, his plea of poverty and inability 
must appear higbly ridiculous. I shall, continue my demands upon the 
Rajah for immediate payment, but I am afraid they will be attended with 
little effect, till the receipt of your Board's further commands.". 

These are the sentiments of the Resident with respect to 
the conduct of Cheyt Sing. With respect to his ability and 
with respect to his disposition, your LQrdships observe Mr. 
Fowke had urged him to compliance by intimating that to 
him which, if he was faithfully attached to the Company, 
would have induced him in the strongest maDI~er to comply, 
namely, that early application had the appearance of a pro-

:rTencies vision. The perilous state of the Company's affairs was well 
Company. known at that period of the year 1780. The extreme exi

gencies of Government are strongly stated by Mr. Francis 
and Mr. Wheler upon their minute, when upon that ground 
they oppose the measure of Major Camac's detachments, 
saying, I think, that there was a balance of thirty-seven 
lacs against the treasury; that, in the then reduced state of 
the treasury, they could not at any event go on/with the war 
in that distress, having such a multitude of enemies to con
tend with. And, having intimated to Cheyt Sing that this 
had the appearance of a particular pl,"ovision, and though Cheyt 

. . Sing had paid part of it and had promised he w~uld faithfully 
AntiCipated h ' . d f . . h di h L d refu""l,!' pay t e remam. er 0 It, notwlt stan ng t at, your or-
Cheyt slDg'ships find that the Resident has that opinion of him that ·he 

is much afraid he will not comply, and that he should be 
under the necessity of having the further orders of the Board 
in order to compel compliance, for that withont that he has 
no expectation of receiving the money. 

Letterofthe My Lords, the next letter from Mr. Fowke is of the 10th 
Resident f A I .. h . t d E 'd 93 10 Aug. 1780. 0 ugust. t IS In t e pnn e VI ence, page :-

." The Rajah having completed the payment of his tribute for the last 
year, I do myself the honour to transmit [for your inspection an annual 
account current of the same; and, likewise, a kistbundy of the payments 
to be made by the Rajah on account of his tribute for the ensuing year • 
.I have received the honour of your commands of the 13th ultimo respect-

• Printed!~ the II Minu~~.O: .the ~idence." p. 1514. 



Speech of Mr. Plumer. 84$ 

ing the payment of the Nabob &add Any'& stipend, and have, accord; l1lAB.179Z. 
ingly, deducted from the las& month's allowance the difference of batt&, -
011 the 81lIJlII I have iaorued, amounting to sicca rupees 13, 519:13, at the 
raU of 7 ~.fa ~ Cftl. I hue also receh'ed from the Rajah one lack of 
rupees. in pan payment of hie subsidy: and I have the honour to enclose 
five billa of exchange for the amount of these two &UmS, drawn as per -
aceompanying invoice. I have mged the Rajah. very strongly, to com-
plete the payment of hie IUbsidy with all possible expedition; but I find 
he ill de&ermined to make no further payment till he receives an answer. 
to biB anee, transmitted in my letter of the 5th instant to] the honourable 
the Governor GeneraL" 

Now, my Lords, what is this letter to which he will have 
an answer before he will comply with the demand? The 
letter is received on the 21st of August, 1780, and it is in 
the same page. He says:-

.. Although my distressed situation must be known to you from all Letter o~ 
quarters. notwithstanding I have been afraid to represent it to yon my~ Ch~~ Smg. 
self, that I have sold my house and borrowed 61lIIllI of money from which !":~ of 
I IIIIl no& yet released, yet in obedience to your orders I have paid one timefor pay
lack of l'I1peea out of the five to Mr. Fowke, and shall pay the other four =:''1 ~ 
in three months. I request IOU will send directions to that gentleman 
to allow me that time, and it shall be punctually paid at the end of that 
time. You, yourself, must be convinced that I have no abilities nor 
reaou.rces 1eft." 

That is the letter which Mr. Fowke said he would not 
I!a1lction by any approbation of his: •• knowing "_said he 
to the Raja-II the riches you re~ived from your father, 
the terms upon which you hold this cpuntry, and how 
opulent you are, your plea of poverty and inability must 
appeal' ridiculous." And it was perfectly ridiculous. And, 
notwitbstanding he told him that it must appear ridiculous 
to everybody, yet the Raja writes this letter as an apology to 
Mr. Hastings, saying-" you yourself must be convinced I 
have no abilities, nor resources left." Although Mr. Hast- Hr. Hast
ings had told him, in an antecedent letter, in a letter in the ~~;
year 1779, which your Lordships recollect I read-" your ti;:, of his 

plea of inability is futi1~" yet does this person write this P 

letter to Mr. Hastings on tbe 21st of August, 1780, the 
want of answer to which he makes tbe plea of not paying the 
money he had promised to pay, and which he was told the 
Company were so much in want of; aud he is told this letter 
must appear ridiculous to everybody that reads it, and he 
appeals to Mr. Hastings for knowing that wbich Mr. Hast-
ings had expressly told him was futile. What are we to 
conceive of the conduct of Cheyt Sing wben he acts in this 
manner, urging what everybody tells him is evasion and 
falsehood? When he is pressed to pay the money all he 
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lllAB.l78!. goes is to repeat---" Poverty! Poverty I Poverty '''-that he 
:- has sold his house, and so on, when every body tells him it is 

perfectly ridiculous, because his opulence is well known. 
Comparison Now, at the time when we are drawing inferences from 
~~ ~~~t;.. the c.onduct of ~fr. Hastings that he was making those de
h'lre'ytan~ mands from malice, what is the inference to be drawn from 

. Cheyt Sing's conduct in not complying with these demands? 
Oh I my Lords, if we were to reason in any manner upon 
equal terms with respect to the conduct of 'one and the con
duct of the other, must not Mr. Hastings' conduct through
out appear to be that of a person zealous only to make this 
man obey the orders of Government, and enforcing obedience 
to them by no other means than are necessary; at the same 
time that the conduct of Cheyt Sing can be imputed to nothing 
but a mind alien from the prosperity of the Company,hos
tile to the war we were engaged in, and averse to yield any 
assistance towards it, which he was bound to yield by the 
conditions under which he held his pOl!sessions ? 

Order of the I shall now read to your Lordships what the Board did 
~::':l!.;W in consequence of these letters being before them. It appears 
thedenuind; from a consultation on the 7th of September, 1780, at which 

were present Mr. lIastings, Mr. Wheler and Sir. Eyre 
Coote, Mr. Francis being indisposed. That consultation 
your Lordships will find in page 93. .After stating these 
letters-

8lIdftwre
mission of 
the money 
~M,:'~or 

« Ordered, that Mr. Fowke do inform the Rajah that the Board are 
much displeased with those affected delays, knowing his ability to make 
immediate payment of the subsidy, and that he peremptorily require him 
to discharge it." . 

That is aU the order that is made upon this. N otwith
standing the letter that the Raja sent, and his conducting 
himself in this way after his promise to pay the money, all 
that the Board do is, merely to express their disapprobation 
of his conduct, and to repeat their l'equest to him to pay the 
demand. There is another material order that accompanies 
this-

«That Mr. Fowke be desired to remit the same .when received by 
shroffs, if possible, or by any safe mode of remittance, to Major Cam~ 
for the pay of the forces under his command." 

That subject, your Lordships know, forms a distinct con
sideration of itself, and, therefore, at present I do not touch 
upon it. . .. 
. Your Lordships see, here is an intimation given upon the 
7th of September, expressing their disapprobation of the 
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delay, and desiring immediate payment. Upon the 2ith Oft~1792. 
September, Mr. Fowke writes to. the Board a. letter that Lettel'ofthe 

your Lord~hips will find in the printed Evidence, page 94:-:- ~~~~!:;;. 
" I have received the honor of your letter of the 7th instant [an. d have 'IJ1 Sept • 

.aignitied your command. to the Rajah. He has promised to discharge 
the balance of his subsidy".being rupees. 2,53,000, in the course of a few 
day.. . I BIll treating with the shroffs for a remittance to Major Camac, 
and imagine I shall be able to effect it by bills from them in the whole 
amount."] 

Ml. Lords, it aPJlears, theretore, that the paymen~ ot this 
8ub81dy had at this time-the 27th. of September, 1780-
been reduced to two lacs, 53,000 rupees, which is about one ~~S'.Of . 
moiety of the whole, and that, upon the intimation given to to:'mpi!':' 
him of the . appropriation of it to Major Camac, he had ::::'Y' 
actually promised to pay the remainder in' a few days. Upon 
this, Mr. Fowke states that he is treating with the sarrafs 
for a remittance .to Major Camac. He waits tor the Raja 
eight days; and, upon the 5th ot October,' he writes another 
letter, which is in ~he printed Evidence, page 95-

"I think it incumbent UPOQ Jne to inform yon, that the Rajah, not- Let~erofthe 
withstanding his solemn assurances, has hitherto paid no part of the ~~:.,~ 
balance of his subsidy, specified in my address of the 27th ultimo. He 5 Oct. 
bas resumed his plea of inability, and I can form no opinion how long No payment 
he may think proper to protract the payment." ~"t~ by the 

. That is the representation of the Conduct of this faithful 
and attached man, on the 5th of October, 1780, by Mr. 
Fowke, the Resident!' 

My Lords, after there had been these two complaints of 
him by Mr. Fowke-the first followed by a censure upon 
him, and now a second complaint made UPOJl the subject-.:... 
the Board come to that· measure which is the subject of 
animadversion in the Article-" that he did, by similar and 
other rigorous means, and· Particularly. by the threats bf ~ 
fine of 10,000/., extort the payment of the like sum of fiv~ 
lacks." My Lords,it was· in . consequence cof: this conduct 
that the measure I am now going to .state.was adopted at 
the consultation On the 26th of. October, 1780.. The persons Consultation 

present were Mr. Hastin g~,' Mr. Fra.ncis, Mr .. !Vheler; . Sir ~~8~ Oct. 

Eyre Coote absent on seTVlce. Here then, agam~ upon the 
26th of October, li80, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler form 
the majority- . 
; .. G~ GeneraI-' Such an instance of contempt shown by the Rec':ii 
Rajah of Benares to the authority of this Government, at a time in "(hicb ~;M:r. H~ 
his fidelity and gratitude for the IIl&IIy obligations which he owes to it ings ,!f the 
ought to have prompted him to make a .voluntary tend!l1' of that aid fi~on ofa 
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l'lIIAR.1792. which he now refuses after repeated promises to grant, merits some 
'-, marks, at least, of the resentment of the Board. For that reason, I must 

recommend that Mr. Fowke be directed to demand instant payment of 
the balance due of his subsidy; and, if he should not have paid it at the 
time of the receipt of this letter, to exact from him in the name of the 
Board the further sum of one lack of rupees, as a fine for his past dis
obedience; that, to enforce this order, General Stibbert, be directed [to 
issue orders to the commanding officer of the battalions of the nearest 
stations to Benares to march immediately to that place, and to wait such 
orders as may be hereafter transmitted to them. In the meantime, the 
Board may be informed of the reception given b,y: the Rajah to the pre
sent order; and it is hoped that it may be such J as shall render it un. 
neceils81"y to proceed to entremities against him."* . , 

Aequi. What is upon this occasion done by the Board, Mr. Fran
~~c;:.~~s cis and Mr. Wheler constituting the majority? They had, 
~Wheler. in the year 1779, opposed the measure ot' compulsion. Mr. 

Francis had in that year expressed his opinion to be, that the 
measure 'was unnecessary. Mr. Wheler had also opposed the 
measure. Do they continue 'to entertain the same senti
ments respecting Cheyt Sing, and of'its not being necessary 
to have recourse to these measures of compulsion t I am 
sure, if they did, they would have found it their bounden 
duty to have given every possible opposition to it, because it 
was to carry into execution an act of injustice in the de
mand, where the person had not the ability to comply with 
it, and where it had the additional objection of having re
course to me~ures not necessary for their declared purpose. 
Do they, then, in joint opposition, on the 26th of October,· 
1780, oppose this measure? Here it comes before them 
with thl( additionalcircumstan~e, no~ only of force to' be 
used, but of a fine for the past disobedience. 

My Lords" in the printed Evidence. page 95, we have 
these, words,-

"I acquiesce, though I hope the threat will be sufficient.-Signed, 
Philip Francis and Edward Whe1er." ' 

Here, my Lords, is an acquiescence, with a hope expressed 
that the threat will do; but, if it will not do, the measure is 
acquiescedin. What is the measure? It is to have re
course to force, and to exact a fine for the past disobedience 
of the Raja. Is there any doubt then but that both these 
gentlemen were of opinion that there was disobedience; ,that 
it merited that punishment; that they had a· right to inflict 
the punishment; that it was the constant course to impose a 
fine, and that, too, without hearing the Raja t They having 

• Printed iii the .. Minutes of the Evidence," p. 95. 
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before them a knowledge, by the recorda of the Company, oft MAB.1792. 
his known disobedience, here acquiesce in the proposition of -
a fine for hiB past disobedience; hoping the threat will do, but~ 
if the threat will not do, then the measure is 'to be carried 
into execution. , . . 

I am Bure it will not be said ,that they acquiesced in itt 
imagining that it was to be threatened only, and 'not to be 
done; for nothing can be 80 mischievous as to threaten wllat 
you do not mean to execute-what you think is wrong. To 
threaten to do an act of· injustice iB 'the worst of injustice. 
I am bound in charity to believe, that they thought the 
meMure in question to be just and necessary, when it was 
not only threatened to be done" but when it was acquiesced 
in, in the manner I have stated. Upon this they all agree to 
write to the Resident; and your Lordships will see the strong ~~frocW' 
terms in which they all concur as to ~he measure necessary to~he~. 
to be adopted with respect to the Raja ~_ dent; 

.. We have received your letta of the 5th instant [informing us that 
the Rajah, notwithstanding his solemn asSUl"ll.Ilce9, has hitherto paid no 
part or the balance of his subsidy specified in your address of the 27th 
ultimo; that he had resumed his plea of inability, and that you could 
form no opinion how long he might think proper to protract the payment. 
Thia eonduct of the Rajah seems to us without excuse. We direct, 
therefore, thatJou demand instant payment of the balance due of, his 
lubsidy: and,· he shall not have discharged it at the time of your 

, receifJt of this letter, that you exact from him, in the name of the Board. 
the further sum of one lack of rupees. as a fine for his past disobedience. 
To enforce the eompliance due to our authority, and to the payment of 
the luml required of him, we have given orders that the battalions at the 
stations nearest to Benarea should march immediately to that place, and 
wait for luch directions 81 may hereafter be transmitted to] the officer 
eommanding there." 

They at the same time write a short letter to General 
Stibbert:-

.. Having had late occasion to be much dissatisfied with the conduct or and to . 
the Rajah of Benares towards this Government, in withholding the pay_ = 8tib
ment of the amount due from him 81 hili subsidy, we think it neces-
sary to direct, and do direct, you to issue orders to the commanding 
officer of the battalions at the stations nearest to Benares to march imme-
diately to that plsce, and wai' such further orders 81 may hereafter be 
transmitted to them." < 

These are letters signed by them all, in which they do, in Their ~isa~ 
th cl d 1· . h . d· probation of e most ear an exp lClt terms, express t eIr strong Isap- Chevt Sing's 

probation of the conduct of this person, and of the neces- conduct. 

sity of having recourse to the measures then directed, whiCh 
were made necessary by the contumacy and disobedience of 
Cheyt Sing. 

TOL. IL 3 H 
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1 Ma.17911. It appeIl.l'S,· however, that, prior to the am.val of these 
~~~r~~- orders, the remainder of the money was actually paid, and 
E!,~~':.:! the it did so happen that these orders that were given were in 
aniva.\ or point of fact never carried into execution; for, it appears 
the orders. that, "very shortly after that, the Resident writes an account 

of the whole being paid. Upon the very moment that ad
vice is received, all the Board concur in writing to stop the 
execution of these orders ; and neither the troops nor the 
fine ever was, in point of fact, enforced. 

Upon the 18th of October, three lacs were paid, upon the 
20th of October, two lacs, making the 50,OOOl; upon 

The troops which, the order for the troops were immediately counter
::~~ manded, as appears in the printed Evidence, page 96. Upon 

that occasion, therefore, which concludes the account of this 
year, excepting the business of Major Camac's detachment, 
it appears that the payment of this sum had been protracted 

The rt- from the time of its original demand, in the mont.h of J une-
=t:.s~m that it was not fully paid till the 18th of October. There 
i~lo';l.o had been all that delay in that· year of danger and distress, 

under all the circumstances I have stated, with all the endea
yours on the part of everybody to enforce compli,ance, and 
with the necessity, confessed by everybody, to have recourse 
to this measure of compulsion. 
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, 
COXTIXUATIO~ OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS 

PLIDIER, ESQ., COPNSEL FOR 14R- H.ASTING~ 
IN DEF:&~C~ UPON THE FIRST ,ARTICLE OF 
THE CII.ARGE, RELATING TO BENARES; 24 .AP~ 
1792. 

My LoRDs,-It is not without some degree of apprehen- IUPB.I'19Z. 
sion and uneasiness that· I find myself uuder the necessity -
of again appearing at your Lordships' bar, to solicit the con-
tinuance of yoor Lordships' attention to the defence of 
Mr. Hastings upon the first Article of the Impeachment. 

My Lords, called· upon as I was by the duty assigned to AJ.lOlo!o' for 

me to offer a particular defence to this Charge, professing to ~~~ 
contain a long series of acts of inhumanity, injustice, tyranny, h~ 
oppressioo, breach of faith, violence and bloodshed, it ap-
peared to be my indispensable duty to follow the Charge 
through the whole of that series, and that I could not 
properly discharge my duty to yoUr Lordships, to the prose-
cuoor and to Mr. Hastings, if I omitted to advert to each 
of those measures in the order in which the Charge affixes 
guilt to them, namely, in the motive, in the object, in the 
nature and quality of them. But, my Lords, the pursuit of 
this plan has drawn me into an unexpected, and what, I fear, 
will have appeared to your Lordships somewhat tedious, per-
plexity, so that I am now under BOrne difficulty to determine 
in what mode I can properly discharge the remainder of my 
duty, lest I should, on the one hand, seem to trespass 
too much on your Lordships' attention by continuing the 
same mode of investigation, or, on the other hand, neglect 
that part of the duty which is impot'ed upon me, and seem to 
be shrinking from that full and close investigation of the 
subject which I cannot but feel it the interest of Mr. Hast-
ings to provoke. . 

My Lords, under these circumstances, I hope I shall not r~::::r 
b~ tbough~ to abandon any part of th.e duty that I have ~ ~the 
dIscharge, if I should presume to consIder some parts of this . 
Charge as not seeming to require the same minuteness of 
discussion that. the others do. I mean in particular, my 

3u2 
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2UPR.179B. Lords, that part that occupies the latter paragraphs in the 
- Charge. I mean the ten last paragraphs-which com-

prehend those subjects that passed subsequent to the rebel
lion and flight of Cheyt Sing, and which relate rather to 
the supposed, misgovernment of the province subsequent to 
that -event. The subjects which I hope yOur Lordships will 
stilI ·honour me with your attention in invelltigating. iIi the 
same mode and upon the same plan that I-have hitherto 
pursue~arethosewhich occupy the five preceding para
graphs, and which are still comprehended under that charge 
of supposed violence and oppression of Cheyt Sing. 

Having '~xper~encedso mucb,attention in the past dis
cussion of this subject, I do not purpose to trouble your 
Lordships with any recapitulation of what is past, but to 
take up the subject where I left off, which your Lordships 
will recollect was on the subject of the last demand of 

Sul?i,!"tsJ'eo subsidy from. Cheyt Sing,iI1- 1780. The subjects remaining 
~~~~\gto to be discussed with relation to.Cheyt Sing are, the requi
cussed. sition, ofa body of cavalry to assist the British Government, 

in the latter end of the year 1780; the opinion Mr. Hast
lngsdeclared of the conduct and designs of Cheyt Sing prior 
to ,hi!! going up . t~ ;Benares, and his declared intended con
duct with respect toCheytSing. That will comprehend, the 
ac~usation contained in a letter. in the month of January, 
1781, which .is the subject of distinct charge; the impu
tation with respect to, Colonel Camac's . detachment; the 
delegation of the power of the Council in 1781, prior to the 
journey to Benares; the proceedings at Benares, involving 
the conduct both of Mr. Hastings and of Cheyt Sing; and, 
in particular; the rebellion which took place in the month of 
August, 1781. These appear to me to be the subjects that 
remain to be discussed under that general head of the per
sonaI treatment of Cheyt Sing. 

Demand of The first of these is, the demand of cavalry. Your ,Lord
~:"ry in ships will find the evidence upon .that subject to be in the 

97th page of the fir~t vol~me of the printed Evidence. The 
Charge occupies the eighteenth 'paragraph, and is in these 
words-

Term. or the «That notwithstanding the receipt of the above-mentioned bribe or 
Charge. present, the said Warren Hastings, .in further prosecution of a wicked 

and malicious design ~o harrass, oppress, and ruin the said RaJah. did on 
the 2d of November, 1780, move at the Council Board and carry a reso
lution that the Rajah of Benares should be required to furnish such 
cavalry as he could spare for the service of the British Government." 
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That is the requisition: it then states that he after .. A1']I:17911, 
wards-
.. under pretence Bnd coloW' of the said resolution of the BO&l'd,. did per.
emptorily and arbitrarily demand from the said Rajah 2,000 cavalry, 
whICh demand was afterwards reduced to 80me other number, but.with
out Bny ofl'er of paying for the eame, although the said Rajah was not 
bound to keep up Bny ca~, and for whatever number he furnished for 
the lervice of the East Indla Company he was to be paid at the rate 
alreadyltated." . 

This is the whole of the paragraph. Your Lordships will 
observe that this measure, like the rest, is made criminal in 
respect of the motive being malice and a. design to ruin Cheyt 
Sing; but the natur~ and quality of its being nnjust is in 
respect to his not being nnder any obligation to keep up any 
cavalry, and that this requisition was ma~e notwithstanding 
the receipt of a. bribe or present from him, and that it was 
also under pretence and colour of the requisition that a. sub· 
sequent demand was 'made upon him. 

All the evidence that has been given' upon this subject is 
contained in the page I have referred your Lordships to, and 
consists merely of the proposition itself; and, therefore, if it be ~ 
a proposition of the nature stated, it is supposed that it affords in t:;:nll 
intrinsic evidence of its bwn malignity, and that the bare demand. 

statement of the evidence upon the subject proves the malice 
that suggested it. If the· measure itself affords intrinsic 
evidence of the bad motive for' it, .it would equally do so 
with respect to all the persons who' concurred in it; but 
it appears from the' evidence before your Lordships that 
the proposition in question was an unanimous .resolution by 
all the mell?bers of the Board; the persons· present being 
Mr. Hastings, Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. The' latter The demand 

two members of the Board, your Lordships will recollect, ~;tM¥.Tr::. 
had in .0. former year interpose? on behalf of Cheyt Sing, ~~~eler. 
and objected to some of the pnor demands,' but throughout 
the whole of this year they did not make any' objection either 
to this or to any of the other demands which were made upon 
the Raja. in the course of it. . . 

But it is supposed that this measure was peculiarly the Not.to be 

measure of Mr. Hastings, because it is stated that Mr. Hast- :~~~~t. 
iogs moved and carried the proposition. Now, if any par- ingsalone. 

ticular force or stress is meant to be laid upon these words, 
I shall only observe that their application to the present 
measure is a. little unfortunate; because it appears, upon the 
evidence I have referred your Lordships to, that the obvious 
propriety of this measure was such as to produce the unani-
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. It A1'B.l'l11!. moue aSsent to it, without any specific motion 'o~n the 
subject, or any debate in respect of it; and it appears there 
.that this is one of two resolutions, which are-" That the 
·Governor-General be requested to write to the Nawab 
. Wazir ; and, agreed also, that the Governor General be 
requested to write to Cheyt Sing ;" so that, as to his moving 
and carrying the propositiou, that certainly does not at all 
appear upon the face of this cOnsultation. . 

In the 'next place, it might have been as well, when infer
ences and statements lire made that are not warranted by 
what does appear upon the consultation, that the whole of the 
proposition that does appear upon the consultation had been 
inserted in this paragraph, and -that not one-half of the pro
position only had been stated, omitting the remainder of the 
proposition, which tends, I think, to show that, whomever the 
proposition came from, it was not one intended to produce 

Cheyt Sing any of the effects that are stated. In the first place, your 
:~ ~ed Lordships will find, by adverting to the proposition, that it 
raise fresh C troops. was a call upon heyt. Sing only to furnish such eavalry as 

he could spare, and only to furnish those cavalry entertained 
in his service; not calling u~n him to raise any fresh corps, 
but only to supply his sovereign, for the aid of the British 
Government of India in a time of war~ with such part as he 
could spare of what he actually entertained in his service. 
The words " entertained in his service," your Lordships will 
observe, are wholly omitted, which seems to be a substantial 
part of the proposition, and to show the nature of it to 
be a call upon him only for a part of the troops of his 
establishment. 

OmiBsionof In the next place; all the latter part of the proposition, 
~~~~ calculated to obviate any possible apprehensions on the part 
~ of the . Raja of a perntanent imposition upon him, and to 

prevent his entertaining any jealousy upon this subject, is 
totally omitted. I will, with your Lordships' permission, 
read the whole, as it appears upon the evidence before your 
Lordships-

.< Agreed also, that the Governor General be requested to write to the 
Rajah of Benares. requesting him to furnish such part or his cavalry 
entertained in his service as he can spare for the service of this Govem
ment, and to inform us what number he can supply; that a letter be 
written to Mr. Francis Fowke, directing him to make the same requi
sition of the Rajah, and at the same time, to obviate any jealousy which 
the Rajah may conceive that this may be converted into a permanent im
position upon him, by assuring him thai the Board will require the 
services of these fOl'Cell no longer than while the present war lasts, after 

. which they will be retumed." . . . 
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All that part of it is omitted! llUpB.1792. 

In the next place~ it is stated that this was criminal, Answer to 

because the Raja was not bound to keep up any cavalry. I ~~~ ~r he 

am not now going to trouble your Lordships with a. repetition~':n'::':O 
of the discussion of the right to make this demand; I con-'kee~ 
ceive this to faU under the general head that I have already ca~ • 

Wseussed-the- right of, the sovereign to call for military 
assistance from one of his subjects in a time, of war. I 
admit that the Raja, was not bound, to keep up any cavalry, 
but I do not conceive it to, be a consequence of that, that 
he is not bound to furnish out of that force which he actually 
does keep up-that he voluntarily chooses to keep up. H he is 
permitted to keep up a military establishment, ",hich can be 
kept up for no good purpose but to act against the public 
enemy in a time of war-I say, if he does keep up a military 
establishment, he should be liable to be called upon to assist 
with that military establishment against the common enemy; 
and, therefore. t~ough he was not bound to keep it up. and 
though he did in fact refuse when we proposed to him that 
they should be ~isciplined and officered by British officers, 
yet he did keep up this force, and he kept it uP. in pad 
clandestinely, as I shall, by and by, show YQur Lordships, but 
he did keep a body of 3,000 horse; and it then became a 
reasonable requisition upon him, as I conceive, if the occa-
sion called for, it. that we should be assisted by such part of 
that cavalry as he could spare. 

My Lords, another circumstance stated was, that whatever Assertion 

he did furnish he was to be paid at the rate of fifteen rupees ~:eh;ai? 
per man, per month, at the time of their acting in our service. fifteen 

It seems to be entirely forgotten that that made a part of the ;:~ees per 
whole proposition which was altogether rejected by the Raja 
-tha~ if he would consent to be at the expense of main-, 
taining a standing force to the amount proposed of 2,000 
cavalry, in that case we would, when we wanted their 
service, pay an additional sum of fifteen rupee~ per month. 
But when the Raja altogether rejected that, I am at a loss 
to know how it can now be stated as a subsisting obligation 
upon us to pay the fifteen rupees per month; for if he 
would not comply with his part, neither can, it be incumbent 
upon us to perform that which was only the consideration for 
the other. 

I shall, therefore, consider the right of the British Go
vernment to demand this aid to be established if a proper 
occasion offered for enforcing it. The question then will be, 
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!UApB.1792. -wbether" in the exercise of this right, Mr. Hastings was 
Que!;-;';;'of actuated by the motive assigned, namely, a malicious motive 
=\~:: to ruin Cheyt Sing'; orwhetber, when it is considered under 
!dr. Hast- what circumstances this demand was made, the propriety of it 
lUg&. is not clear and obvious, and that it was also the indispensable 

duty of the then subsisting Government, if Cheyt Sing did 
keep up cavalry, to call upon him to.lll!sist us with it in the 
then state of the Company's affairs. 

Sta~ of I apprehend it will clearly appear from a very short statement 
~:~atthe what was tlie state of affairs at that period : and I conceive 

every political measure ought to: be looked at with a reference 
. to the then state,of affairs, particularly when' we are to consider 

the motive that induced the Government too any particular 
meas~Irej wbether it was or not justified by the then state of 
the affairs;' and yet upon that subject I do not observe that 
any evidence has been laid before yOUl," Lordships at alI. It 
becomes' necessary for me, therefore, very shortly to state to 
your Lordships that the demand was made,' as it appears, 
upon the' 3d of November, in' the year 1780; and your 
Lordships will recolleCt what waS the .state of the Company's 
affairs in India at that' alarming crisis. ~ 

Exhaustion In the month of J'une, 1780, two of the members of the 
inJune,I780. Board had declared our situation to be such that we were not 

. in a condition to parry on a 'war,-
'~Taking our situation as it stands, we declare it to be our most deli

berate opinion that a peace is indispensably necessary to· save the India 
Company and every interest connected with theirs· from the greatest 
distress, if not from certain ruin; and that, at, whatever distance the 
subject may be, it is not. practicable for us to continue the war on any 
terms without very considerable. reduction in the expenee' ot conduct
ing it," 

This was in the month of J uue, 1780.' Subsequent to 
that period, when w~ were staggering under the weight of 
accumulated difficulties that pressed upon the British Govern
ment, a new enemy burst upon us on the 10th of July, 1780. 

Invasion of Your Lordships will easily apprehend what I allude to to 
r~~~ts~~ be 'the' invasion' of Hyder Ali; with an army consisting of 

70,000 infantry and 30,000 cavalry, with a. hundred pieoes of 
c~nnon, overrunnin~ the Carnll;ti~, in Il.. short time, possessing 
hImself of the' capItal, proclaImmg hImself the Nawab of, 
Arcot, and reducing 'the settlement' of l\Iadrns to such a 
pitch of distress as I. shall shortly have occasion ·to state, 
and that produced the necessity of that settlement deriving 

~ereat .o~, aU its resources in every, reSjle.ct from Bengal.' J n a short 
~~~a:::!!~:' period after that dreadful calamIty had befaliell us. upon thQ 
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10th or september, in the year 1780, happened anotheUUPL1M 
calamity. the severest check that the British army ever 
experienced in India, I mean the defeat of Colonel B:Ullie's 
detachment; in which, your Lordships will recollect, every 
man of that unfortunate detachment, with the reinforcement 
from Colonel Fletcher, . was either cut to pieces, wounded 
or taken prisoner, consisting of a very considerable portion 
of the whole of our force upon 'that est.ablishment. The 
news of this event arrived at Bengal about the 22d or 23d 
of September, 1780. Your Lordships will permit me to LetterotSir 

state very shortly a letter which was written upon that ~~~ ... 
occasion from Sii- Edward Hughes to the GOl'ernment, 8II8istanoeo 
applying to them for assistance, which led to the measurea 
that were afterwards taken, one of which was the particular 
measure that I am now adverting to. Sir Edward Hughes, 
in his letter to the Governor General and Council, date~ the 
14th of September, 1780, after stating some of the circum-
stances preceding, 8&Ys,-

" On that day it was [greatly feared lOme untowwd accident had pI'&
ftDted the junction of a large detachment of Europeans and sepoys, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col Baillie, with the army tinder the 
command of Sir Hector Munro; lOrry am I to tell you that last night's 
advicea from tbe army have given certainty of the destruction, not only 
of the whole of Lieut.-Colonel Baillie'" detachment, but also of a 
reinforcement sent to support it, consisting of all the European grenadiers 
alul light infantry, and all tbe 1ep0J grenadiel'll of the army, making 
to~er more than .wi) Europeans, and 3,000 lepoys with about 50 
officen I and, in consequence of this di8aster, the army under Sir Hector 

, Munro has retl'eakd to Chinglaput; on ita rout to the mount in great 
want of everything, and as the report is, having lost the whole of their 
cannon and baggage. In ahort, air and gentlemen, as"Car as my knowledge 
of land service assists me, it appeal'll to me, that, under the present 
circumstances, and with all the force this Presidency can posaibly bring 
into the field, they win be in no condition to face the enemy, unless you 
lend them a large and timely reinforcement of troops. Nor.will troops 
alone _ this sinking lettlement, for I am assured by the Governor 
that they have DO money in the treasury, nor any evident means of 
raising it. in any proportion adequate to their present exigencies. Under 
all these circumstances, I trust you will not think me importunate, if I 
ftICOmmend to your most serious cousideration the imminent danger 
there is of the loSll of the Company's very valusble possess!0D8 on this 
coast.. unless Y01l give them that eft'ectual and timely auccour -of nlen and 
troops absolutely necessary to save them, for the {resent force with 
Hyder Any is not all they have to contend with. have not a doubt 
that a very large body of regular troops will, by some means or other, 
be aent to Hyder. a88istsnce. Strongly impressed as I am with this 
certainty, and the possibility and even probability that the French may 
bring a superior naval force into these seas, I think it my indispensable 
duty to warn you, sir and gentlemen, of the evident necessi?, there now 
exists to guald, Dot onll the Company's territories on this coast, but 
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2UPJL17~ Vort St. George itself, from the arms of Franee and Hyder at this time. 
, -. -- when the whole national strength is required to make head against the 

combined foree of Franee, Spain, and rebellious colonies; and that 
this may be the more easily and eft'eetually done, 1 must earnestly wisb 
and recommend, that, laying ,aside all other plans of operation against 
the Mharattas or any other country powers, the three Presidencies do 
heartily concur, by every means both of men, money and treaties, to 
reduee this habitual foe to the English nation within due bounds."]* 

Caned upon in this manner, as the Government of Bengal 
was, to preserve, if possible the Company's affairs from the 
ruin that impended, Mr. Hastings, with that promptitud~ 
zeal and vigour, which distinguished every act of his govern-

Minute of ment, calling together the Council upon the 25th of Sep
~ ~"':'Pt. tember, then made that minute which your Lordships have 

• upon a former occasion heard read. I do not mean to trouble 
your Lordships with a repetition of the whole of it; I wiu 
only beg leave to state a part of it, "because it was at that 
time that the first commencement of' the proposition in: 
question took place. Mr. Hastings says:- ' 

c< This is not a time either for long deliberation at home or the for
mality and tedious proeess of negotiation abroad. The calamity which 
has befallen us upon the coast, and the alarming superiority which 
Hyder Ali has acquired in the Carnatie, the despondency of the govern... 
ment of Fort St. George. [the consternation and distrust which seem to 
have spread themselves among all those who are subject to its authority, 
its utter want of present means' and resources, the diminution of their 
military strength, and its declared insufficiency for the war which it is to 
sustain, and, above all, the authentic information which we have reeeived 
of a great naval and ~ilitary armament prepared by the Court of France, 
and destined, beyond an doubt, to co-operate with Hyder Ally, demand 
the most instant, powerful. and even hazardous exertions of this Govern
ment, to avert the event portended by so many concurrent difficulties. 
To this point every other consideration must now give plaee]. Without 
further prefaee I propose the following resolutions."t 

Measmes Mr. Hastings then proposes, in the first place, to send a 
~edb" sum of money, amounting to fifteen lacs of rupees, as a 

supply to the coast; secondly, that the treasure deposited 
in the new fort for a particular emergency should be taken 
frolI!. thence and placed in the public treasury; thirdly, that 
a large detachment of EurOpe~n infantry and artillery 
should be immediately sent to the coast by sea-fortunately 
for the country, that order was not regarded in the then 
st.ate of .affairs-adding to that the earnest requisition on 
his part to the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, to 
take upon himself the command of the army, with which he 

• Printed in the :. l\linute$ of the Evidenoe," p. 1519. 
t Ibid., p. 1520.. . . . _ .' 
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complied' In: the last place. to propose a. peace withthe,,,u.B.l'1l'1. 
Mahrattas. [He ~ds,] "The Commander-in-Chief will .-. -
offer .uch a plan for the distribution of our troops and our 
military arrangements as appertain to his separate province/' 
Having brought forward on his 'part the measures that 
appeared to him immediately necessary, Mr. Hastings 8ug~ 
gested that there would be a necessity to provide for the 
loss that the Company would sustain of a part or its military 
establishment. He refers it to the Commander-in-Chief to 
consider of the proper distribution of force, consequent' upon 
that detachment being sent. away, and upon the further 
measures that were about to be in agitation. In consequence P!o~sal of 

of this, Sir Eyre Coote next day lays before the Board a ~t~ 
general plan for the distribution of the force in the upper ~~!r«' 
station; and, as a part of that plan, Sir Eyre Coote, from Cheyt Sillg. 

himself, suggests it as a proper measure that Cheyi Sing 
should. be called upon for a thousand cavalry. to assist in the 
public defence. The measure, therefore. which is ·sup-
posed to originate in the personal malice of Mr. Hastings to 
Cheyt Sing. Mr. Hastings has not even this merit of ori-
ginality in, for it was first suggested by the Commander
in-Chief. in consequence of a reference to him to do what 
appertained to his office, namely. to distribute and consider 
of the proper force to be established, in the then s~te of 
affaa-s. 

Sir Eyre Coote states that we had only two regiments of 
cavalry .. He bad, upon the 14th of September, and upon 
the 18th of September preceding. suggested the necessity 
there was for protecting the Behar province. exposed as it 
was from the open nature of it to invasion of the Mahrattas. 
And your Lordships will recollect that, at that period of time, 
lhere .was hanging upon th~ province in that government.an 
army of 30,000 horse-the Berar army-which, notwith
standing all their friendly professions, still created some 
degree of apprehension lest they might act otherwise, as 
t.hey might, at any day, burst upon our provinces and lay 
waste the whole of them. Sir Eyre Coote proposed to Pla~ fortro

protect the Behar province by bringing the only two CHc! o~ 
regiments or. cavalry that we had; but, conceiying that that . 
force would not be sufficient for the purpose in the then 
8tate of affairs, he adds,-

" [The two regiments of cavalry to be ordered down there to be joined 
by four battalions of sepoys. the third ·compa~y of ~eryfrom the 
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U Au. 1'191. field, and] a thousand horse, if they can be procured, from the Rajah of 
- Benares." * . 

l'I'otectiou Your ,Lordships will observe, in that general plan of 
orBen"""" ' t th S' E C h d' 'b ' pro,idedtor. arrangemen, at 11' yre oote proposes t e lBtn utton 

of the forces for the protection of Benares as well as of all our 
other dependencies; because he proposes that there should be 
formed' at Allahabad, or some other central position-your 
Lordships know Allahabad is on the outside of Benares, 
Benares' lying between that and our provinces--that in 
Allahabad there should be formed an army which would on 
the western side operate to the protection of Benares. And 
it appeared a reasonable thing, when the forces of the 
Compauy were distributed in that manner, to comprehend 
Benares and to operate for the protection of that country, 
that if the Raja had a body of cavalry that were not imme
diately wanted in his country, and that could be better 
stationed for . the ,public defence in the next· adjoining 
province-and it could not be deemed by anybody an un
xeasonable requisition on the Raja of Benares--to call upon 
him to assist us with that cavalry, 

In consequence of this, the distribution of troops proposed 
by the Commander-in-Chief was ,agreed to, and it was 
ordered-

&rderc: the "That a. copy be Bent to Brigadier-General Stibbert [after the de-
un pa.rture of Sir Eyre Coote, that he may issue the necessary orden for 

carrying the same into execution when the] season will permit." 

It happened that this proposed disposition' of force was 
not immediately executed; , yet your Lordships will find the 
reason of it to have been, that the month of October, which 
intervenecl between these propositions and the 3d of Novem-

toAPPhueoaRati,?u ber, when this plan was carrie,d into execution; was occupied 
tIl". 1" dfi d otBerartor m app lcatIons ma e, rat, to en eavour to procure a peace 

=tor with the Mahrattas, which was rejected; and, afterwards, 
to negotiate with the Raja' of Berar for the safe conduct 
through his provinces of six battalions of sepoys, that it was 
resolved should be sent upon the 26th of October, in com
pliance with the requisition of Sir Eyre Coote. made upon the 
3d of October, that that additional force should be sent by 
land, when a safe conduct of them could be secured by a 
negotiation with the Raja of Berar. ' 

In consequence of that, Mr. Hastings, upon the [26th] of 
October, 1780, pr~posed that these battalions should be 

• See ")finutes of the Evidence," p. 152.8. 
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formed and sent to Madnis, 8& soon as the state of the roads IUn.l'l9!. 
would admit of it, and an answer had come from the Berar. 
Raja; and then he proposes that, with respect to infantry, an 
endeavour should be made' by new recruits· to supply the: 
1088 of what W88 now sent, but refers to General Stibbert 88 

to w'hat ahould be necessary on that subject. And your 
Lordships will find that in the letter of General Stibbert, LetteJ'ot 

hi h 1.0 dah• • • d fte h tho b· Oen. Stibo W C your rips mquue a r w en IS su ~ect was bert. 

before you, but which the :Managers did not conceive to 
have any connection with this business: yet it does appear to 
be connected with this subject, because it was in consequence 
of this that General Stibbert, upon the 28th and 29th of' 
October, 1780, suggests his opinion that the proposition or 
Sir Eyre Coote for bringing down the force of the upper 
stations to prot~ct us below could not safely be carried into 
execution, because of a new danger that was communicated 
to him by a letter sent from Major Bristow, who was at one 
of our northernmost stations [DaranagurJ, which is next a ~pp"'~~n
body of people called the Sikhs, and in which Major Bristow ;;'0':.:;
atates his apprehensions of an invasion from them, that the SIkhs. 

low state of the Ganges offered a fair opportunity for them 
to cross over and commit depredations in that part of the 
country, and that, therefore, there would be an occasion for 
an increase rather than a reduction in that quarter. 

General Stibbert suggests the necessity of it; he objects Obj~OD 10 

to the proJ?OSed mode of reinforcement by recruits that it recrwts. 
would be SIX or eight months before recruits would be fit for 
&eroce, anel he suggests that some other mode should be 
adopted. Therefore, upon the 3d of November, upon 'reading Resolutions 

h· I • d' thi f Jr...~__ h oftbe t 18 etter agam nn er s state 0 auw.n!, t ey came to Couucillo 

theile two reeolutions; one of which is to provide for the :;~dot 
additional defence of the northern stations; by calling upon c!teyt Sing.' 

the Nawab Wazir to require of Fyzula Khan his quota of 
troops, being, as they imRo<Y1ned it, 5,000 horse, to assist in 
the defence of the upper stations; and, at the same time, they 
all agreed to desire .the G ovemor General to write to Cheyt 
Sing, to require such part of the cavalry actually entertained 
in his servir.e as he could spare for the service of the British 
Company • 

.My Lords, this is the history of the present measure; and 
your Lordships are now to pronounce upon it-whether it 
originated in private malice and a design to ruin Cheyt Sing~ Them~ 
or whether the measure was not a natural consequence of the ~"'== 
then state of affairs-was the result of the operations of aIfaira. 



!UPLUlIJ. Government, and that it was an indispensable act 01 duty 
in the Government, in the then pressing and alarming state 
of the Company's affairs, if a body of cavalry was kept up in 
the province of Benares and very much wanted for the 
public defence, to apply to Cheyt Sing, to desire to know 
whether he could spare them, and to give us such sa he could 
spare. 

] hope, therefore, I have cleared this measure from any 
malignaucyin the motive of it on the part of Mr. Hastings. Tberd I apprehend to have shown also that there could be very 

~ $o!'Jin little danger that this measure would operate to the ruin of 
Cheyt Smg. Cheyt Sing .. And it seems to mea very extraordinary idea, 

that such means should be taken with a view to effectuate 
the ruin of Cheyt Sing~a demand made· upon him of five 
lacs of rupees, which was only equal to 'one fifth of his net 
income, and, consequently, no more than a land tax of four 
shillings in the pound-that that demand should be consi
dered as intended for his destruction; and that an applica
tion to him for such part of his cavalry sa he could spare, 
and which were actually entertained in his service, could be 
attended with any such consequences. I should rather have 
supposed that the Raja, upon this requisition, would have 
said-" Having no object but that which is in common with 
you, to provide for your and my defence against the common 
enemy, having this cavalry station~d here, if they can be 
removed so as to operate more advantageously for the public 
defence, I entreat you to use them. There they are at your 
service. Let them be sent from Benares to the next 
province. I am perfectly willing that that distribntion shall 
take place which is thought by you to be most advantageous 
for the public interest." .. 

t."~1ication With respect to there being no application made to him 
pay f: $0 to pay for them, indeed that could not take place, for the 
=~tbe Raja never on his part came forward. with a single horse. 
eavalry. The proposition to pay for them would only have been made 

when they were to serve in the field; but if their station 
only was to be removed, if they were· only to be ordered 
to tDarch from Benares into the Behar province, I do not 
conceive there could be much additional expense to the 
Raja, if he were to bear the whole of it, from being in one 
place instead of another, because they were only such 88 

were then in his actual pay. Bnt if it did become necessary 
that they should serve offensively in the field, and that an 
additional expense be incurred in con .... equence of it, it does 
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not appear, by anything that is stated, that that 'Would not lItAPut91: 
have been taken into consideration by the Board, and every -
reasonable provision made.. . 

But what was the conduct of Cheyt Sing in consequence ? ~n:r~ of 
Your Lordships will find that the demand was communicated e mg. 

to bim in a letter from the Governor General, and, likewise, 
. communicated to him in a letter written in the name of the 
Board to tbe then Resident, Mr. Fowke, requiring. hilIl to 
make the demand in the terms that I have stated; Mr. Fowke 
states that he did make the demand upon him, and that be 
had delivered it upon the 2d of December, 1780. Your 
Lordships will find, that appears from a letter of the 16th of 
December, in which he states fourteen days to have elapsed 
subsequent to his delivering a parwana. He states, upon 
the 7th of December, that he had explained the demand to 
Cheyt Sing; that he had obviated any apprehensions that 
he could have of its being converted into a permanent im
position; had told him that the service would be required 
of this force no longer than the continuance. of the present 
war. He states that he had not then received any answer Neglects to 
from him. Y onr Lordships will find that this person, called ~~=d~~r 
upon by his duty, bound by his tenure, to Afford us this !h:.:ot. 
assistance,. remains silent in that perilous exigency or:the . . 
Company's affairs, without giving any answer even to the 
demand to know what he Could spare; that he remamed a 
whole month without sending ·any answer to it at all! And 
your Lordships will think that pretty extraordinary on the 
part of Cheyt Sing, when he did in his own letter, that is 
8upposed to be such a model of submission, accuse Mr~ Hast-
ings of delay in answering his letters-his· shuffling, preva~ 
ricating, letters, when he for a whole month, in a time of 
perilous war, gives no answer to that which required imme-
diate answer, not only as to the requisition, but also to know 
wha! he could spare! 
. My Lords, it does not rest merely there, but your Lord. C!>mplaiutot 
ships will find that Mr. Fowke, ·the Resident, had great :t~:oJ.uct 
reason to suspect his conduct to be premeditated; that he Resident. 

suspected there W8.8 design in these delays; and that he 
found it necessary to make complaints to the Board of the 
cOJ)duct that this person was observing, in the same manner 
u every Resident had found it necessary to complain of h~ 
conduct, from the beginning of the war, with respect_ to 
every demand that th~ Government made upon .him.Mr. 
Fowke (!tate~. 
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2HPB.1792. " Fourteea day~are now:: elapsed since I delivered to the Rajah your 
perwanna, requiring to know the number of his horse which he could 
detach for the Company's service. I have frequently pressed him for 
an answer, which he continually delays, and, it appears to me, that those 

: delays are studied." * .'. 
~~~on My Lor~s, our distress, instead of in~ucing' Cheyt ~ing to 
Si~torebel co-operate In om: defen<le, ha<J a contrary effect upon him, and 
~=~8 he did encourage this ambitious' and wicked hope, w!Uch he 

~~on afterwards attempted to execute by his rebellion. .He 
was at that time encouraged to act the part he did by wicked 
spiri ts that were at work, and' that, afterwards, did co-operate 

Instigation 
by the 
Princesses 
ofOude, 

with him in the rebellion to endeavour to destroy the 
British government in that quarter of the globe. That he 
was induced to act the part Ite did by wicked advice, by base 
promises of assistanclil by a neighbouring power, and of co
operation in' the rebellion-when" that subject comes to 
be a matter of discussion, I, undertake to prove to your 
Lordships. I mean the Princesses of Oude. When all the 
evidence upon that subject is brbught forward, your Lord
ships will see how clearly, in every part of it, it tends to 
estabI1sh the fact that they did act in the assistance of 

'Cheyt Sing upon that occasion. 
~tter from Your Lordships will find that, prior to that business, there 

r. Beltour. is a letter that furnishes a ~lue to the conduct of Cheyt Sing 
, upon this occasion, which is upon your Lordships' Minutes, 

and which, ns it is a short one, I will beg your Lordships' 
attention to. Itis in page 199. It is a letter frllm Mr. Bal
four, addressed to Mr. Hastings. :-

"Sir, about the month of November last, I communicated to Mr. Mark
ham the substance of II conversation said to have passed between Rajah 
Cheit Sing aud Saadut Ally, and which was reported to me by a person 
in whom I have some confidence;' '(The 'mode of communicating this 
intelligence I left entirely to Mr. Markham. In this conversation, which
was private, the Rajah and Saadut Ally were said to have talked of 
Hyder Ally's victory over Colonel Bailie's detachment, 1 to have agreed 
that they oup;ht to seize this opportunity of consulting their own interest, 
and to have determined to watch the success of Hyder's arms. Some 
da.ys after this conversation was said to have happened, I was 'informed 
by the same person that the Rajah had received a message from one of 
the Begums of Fyzabad-I think it was from Sujah Dowlah's widow
advising him not to comply with the demands of Govemment, and 
encouraging him to expect support in case of his resisting." 

RAlbellion of My Lords, he did resist-and he was supported. He 
Cbeyt Sing. was supported in his rebellion by the persons who promised 

• Letter from Mr, Fowke, Resident at Benares, to Mr. Hastings, dated 
16th December, 1780.-Printed in the .. Minutes of tile Evidence," p. 1534. 
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him support-by the Begums. Your Lordships will re-.l!UpL1792. 

membe~ that a thousand of his troops, that sened in the Troops r.
anny in IJis rebellion against the Company, were sent by the r~b~ 
Begums from Fyzabad; and the general co-operation of 
them in the adjoining province will be stated in such a 
manner as, I conceive, will leave not a particle of doubt 
npon that subject. This your Lordships observe was prior 
to the rebeJlion. for it WaS. in November, 1780, that this 
conl'ersation was overheard and stated, and, therefore, it was 
not- a thought taken up after the rebellion actually took 
Illace-after assistance was known to be given by the Be
gums-but preceding it. ,It was a circuutstance di..."CQveroo 
accidentally before. . 

My Lords, upon the 'lth of January, 1781, Mr. Fowke 
again Writes to the Board. He says,-

... have this day receh·ed the inclosed answer from the Rajah to yOUl' Let~roltbe 
perwanna respecting a detachment of his cavalry for the service of the rr~er7~ 
honourable Company. He has info"!led me that he shall not be able to 
detach more than two hundred and fifty horse; the remainder being 
abaolutely necessary for the collection of his revenues." 

My Lordd, I ,,:ill prove that pretence to be just as ,,:e11 =~il~"!r 
founded as all hiS pleas of poverty were for not complymg Cbeyt~ing 
with the demand of the subsidy. He had at that time in his ::o~~!~ 
service three thousand cavalry, and the necessity for his col- 250~vaby. 
Jections would not have required three hundred; for with, 
I believe, not more than one half of that number were all 
the collections made, nft<;r the change had taken place in the 
government, and consequently when, it will naturally be 
supposed, [it was not] so easy to carry on the collection of 
the revenu~ subsequent to his rebellion and flight. . 

He has pretended in that letter, which is in the 117th 
page of the :1\Iinutes, that he had only in hill service thirteen 
hundred. In the first place. it he had only thirteen hundred, 
he could have spared ns a thousand,if not more than three 
hnndred, as I have stated, were required for the collections. 
In the next place, that is not true, if I am rightly instructed, 
as to the actual Dumber he had in his service ;-and I am 
induced to believe I am rightly instructed, because, in the 
list of troops that were actually employed against us in 
the month of August. 1781, which was a very sbol't time sub
sequent to this-the 7th of January, 1781-your Lordships 
will find there were to the number of \"Cry near three 
thousand actually serving in arms against us. 

3 I 
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HAPLl798. . Subsequent to -this, Mr. ·Fowke waS removed from his 
Appoint. residency and i successor appointed to him; and it has been 
;~~~'!k. glanced at in a way. of accusa.tion, in the course of this 
t:::nt. Charge, that he should have appointed Mr. Markham to the 

·residency of Bellares. I think it will not be necessary to 
say anything more, to vindicate the propriety of that measure, 
than to 'refer your Lordships to what is stated upon the 
minute in whi~h that proposition was contained. It is in the 
printed Evidence, page 280. l\Ir. Hastings there 88YS,-

Mr. Hast
ings
minute. 

.. While this Government is charged with such extensive . concerns, 
and has to contend with difficulties equal perhaps to those in which the 
supreme administration of the British empire is at this period involved, 
it may at least claim as a right what, under any other system of govern
ment [that hath eve!.' yet existeq, would be imposed on it as an indis
pensable obligation, to employ and exercise the. powers which are 
inherent in its constitution and which are immediately necessary to the 
support. and eventually to the existence of those essential interests which 
it holds in charge. On this principle.l claim the right of nominating 
the agent of my own choice to the residency of Benares. It is a repre
sentative station, and cannot, without a contradiction, be the charge 
of a man not preferably chosen to it by the members of the actual 
Government, and holding it by an authority independent of theirs. 
Speaking for myself alone, it may be sufficient to affirm that Mr. Francis 
Fowke is not my agent; that I cannot give him my confidence; that, 
while he continues at Benares, he stands as a screen between the Rajah 
and this Government instead of an instrument of controul; and that 
the Rajah himself and every chief in HindostaD with whom we are 
in connection, will regard it as the pledge] and foundation of his 
independence." . 

If there is any danger of such an inference being drawn 
from that circumstance, undoubtedly what had appeared 
rendered it essentially necessary at this period-the 14th 
of January, 1781-that a person should be eent up in 
whom the then existing Government had entire confidence. 
Mr. Hasti:lgil states himself to have fixed upon Mr. Mark
ham, as a gentleman"approved of by his colleague in office
then Mr. Wheler-and in whom they could unitedly repose 
the fullest confidence. I trust your Lordships will 'think 
that they were well grounded in that opinion entertained of 

Endeavours the merit of that servant. He was sent up to Benares, and 
of Mr. Mark- • d h . h b .. f th th f F b ham to per- anI ve t ere In t e egmnmg 0 e mon 0 e ruary, 
="t!~m- 1781; and your Lordships will find him, from that period, 
~m~:e actively employed in every means that could be used to 
demand&. bring back the Raja to a sense of his duty and to a compli-

ance wit1~the requisition of the Government, and to rectify 
the cvils tbat were experienced in the police and government 
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of' his country. InparticuIar, he was directed to endeavour, UAP1l.119~ 
all in his power, to pe1'$uade the Raja to feel the absolute -.-. 
necessity of his compliance with this requisition of cavalry. 
The distreslOe8 of the Company increasing every hour, the 
necessity of the co-operation of every· person that belonged 
to Government was represented over and over again, and he 
WIlS pressed by Mr. Markham every month and every week; 
and yet· your Lordships will find that, from the month of 
February. when MI'. Markham went there, down to the 
time of Mr. Hastings' arrival, Cheyt Sing never could be Evasion~ of 
brought to furnish a single horse, though when Mr. Mark- Cheyt SlUg. 

ham made the application - first, as he was directed to 
do, for the number of two thousand, and, afterwards, iIi. 
a way that was somewhat humiliating to Government, 'desir-
ing that he would send even fifteen hundred.-and after-
wards the demand dropped down - to . a thousand - in. 
answer to that Cheyt Sing would only say this-" I will 
send you five hundred bircundasi!les"-which are, as your 
Lordships will hear, infantry-a rabble, and which he per-
fectly knew was an offer that was entirely nugatory, and 
would. be of no sort of use to us. But, even when that 
proposition was made for five hundred, Mr. Markham said 
to him-" Let me see a disposition even to furnish them, 
and I will then write down to Government and let them 
know that you are ready to comply with their requisition." 
But all was shufHe and delay from the beginning of the year 
to the end of it, and he never could be brought even to 
muster one single horse. 
- Such was the conduct of Cheyt Sing, and such was the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings with respect to the only two species 
of demands that were made upon him throughout the whole 
war-a demand of five lacs, the subsidy continued for three 
years successively, and a demand of cavalry; the first of 
which in every year was for a period, first, of two months, 
then of three months, then of four months, disobeyed and 
resisted by Cheyt Sing; and the compliance with it at last 
obtained, a\l your Lordships will remember, by a military 
force in the year 1779; and the Board thinking it necessary, 
in the year 1780, to' adopt further means, not only to 
threaten him with military force, but with a small fine to be 
imposed upon him for his past disobedience, but which never 
was exacted. . 

Finally. we . come to the last year of our distress. Dis
tresses thickening upon us his disobedilnce increases; dnd 

312 
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M ApB.l199. at length it is not only procrastination anel evasion, but direct, 
- positive, disobedience and refusing to comply with the condi· 

tions upon which he held the zamindary. 
Charge re- Before I state what· was the opinion entertuined by Mr. 
l~n~~;;:,~ Hastings of the conduct and designs of Che)"t Sing, I will 
rn~. t""to l)eg leave to advert to and dispose of another paragraph in 
~.:;~~~mgg !his Charge, which relates to a letter written to Cheyt Sing 
ofu!,p".nc" In the month of January, 1781; and, my Lord:!, the language 
tuahty m f h t h' . l' h I "II· b . I paying his 0 t a paragrap IS so extraor( mary t at WI eg, wIt I 

rent. your Lord:>hips' permission, to read the whole of it, in which 

Imput"tion 
of design t.o 
obtailllJre
text fo!" 
violence. 

YOUl' Lordships will perceive how one of the most trivial 
occurrence,,; on the part of Mr. Hastings towards Cheyt Sing 
is interpreted-what motives arc imputed to it. The cir
cumstance was writing a letter to him to remonstrate with 
him I'especting his unpunctuality ill the payment of his 
lilalguzari, or tent.· The Charge states-

.. In further prosecution of the said wicked design,"-which is the 
design to ruin Cheyt Sing-" and in order to draw the said Rajah to 
some act which might afford a pretence for violence towards him, that 
he did, some time in January, 17tH, peremptorily and insultingly write 
or cause to be written a letter charging him with delay in payment of 
his monthly kists or payments, and. with. being the cause of the nonpay
ment of the stipend of Mirza Saddit Ally, althougli the said Cheit Sing 
did pay his kists with the utmost regularity, and the stipend to the said 
Mirza Saddit Ally was paid with equal regularity, at the very time when 
the said Warren Hastings did falsely and unjustly charge him with delay 
in p3ying the same." 

The charge is stafed to be "falllc, wicked and malicious"-..;..., 
that it originated in amoti"e "to draw the Hajah to some act 
that might afford a pretencc for violence against him." A 
more diabolical motive cannot be stated to exist in the 
heart of man-to designedly state a charge against a man 
that he knew to be fal"e, and merely to draw him to some 
act that ~might afford a pretence for violence against him. 
1\1 y Lords, I should have thought that Cheyt Sing, if that 
waH the object, had nlready afforded a pretty good pretence 
by his conduct in respect to the demand" that I have stated; 
hilt it seems, so obedient, so faithful and punctual; was 
this man in his obediEmee that it was necessary to devise a 
false charge against him, in order to draw him on " to some 
act that would afford a pretence for violence against him !" 
Your Lordships will find, the evidence upon this subject 
commences in the 98tl1 page of the printed Evidence; and, 
in addition to the charge, it is there, I perceive, made a point 
to which you'r Lordships' attention is dire('ted~ 



869 

.. That it could not possibly be by mistake thaL Mr. Hastings could !UPU79i. 
han made this charge a.~ns' Cheit Sing, but he must have known it -
Dot to be true when he made it." 

Now. my Lord:t. I s\lould have thought that.judgiug of Proof 01 

the conduct or lIre Hastings upon a subject of this sort with ~~ 
any reasonable degree of charity. it might be supposed pos-~~ 
lIiMe that A governor of a great empire, in the then state of 
affairs. mi:;ht have overlooked a document, if that document 
had established the negative of what he supposed to be true; 
that it might be referable rather to mistake than to wicked 
and bad motive, as is here stated. But it happens unfor-
tunately for the observation here, that, when you examine 
the evidence upon that subject, the mistake is altogether on 
the other side; for the very e .. ·idence the prosecutors have 
produced themselves, to show that he could not be mistaken, 
establishes the truth of it when it comes to be looked into, 
and shows the direct contrary to be the truth of all the alle-
gations stated in this Charge! -

The evidence upon the subject consists, in the first place, :Ren ....... 

of. general llenares journal for the year 1780. And I beg Journal. 

to eay with respect to the journal that it proves nothing at 
all upon this subject. because your Lordships will find it 
consists ~f a catalogue of months, and opposite to each month 
the Bum that became due in that month, but the time of 
payment does not at all appear by that journal. If that 
journal were correct at all, it might be supposed that always, 
at the v~ry day and hour when it became due, every kist 
had been actually discharged-,..the contrary of which is 
notorio~ly the truth. and which they have themselves 
proved. The journal, therefore, proves nothing one way or 
the ether. except that, at the time of making up that journal, 
the whole had been paid; and, when it is made up and the 
whole paid, then to each month the kist that belongs to it 
ill placed, and crl;dit i~ given the Raja for the whole; the 
whole having been actually paid. Rut that is not the proper 
document to ascertain the time of payment; therefore I 
should have thought your Lord;;hips might ha,-e been spared 
the trouble of reading that journal, and that they should 
haTe rather produced the proper document to prove when 
the payment was actually inade. 

The nen piece of evidence which they have produced Letters of 

consists of two letters written by Mr. Fowke, the Resident ~.:::~e. 
-one of them in D(c:!alber, 17EO, the other in January, deat. 
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2HPB.179!. 1781; and they propose by that evidence to show that :Mr. 
Hastings and the Government of Bengal were informed of 
the actual, regular, payment of these monthly kists by the 
Raja. Your Lordships know, the payment of the rent was 
divided into instalments of a month each, with an express 
obligation to pay each kist in the month that it became due. 
One of the letters is dated the 7th of December, 1780, from 
Mr. Fowke, and is in page 102; the other is dated the 13th 
of January, 1781, in the same page. These are to prove 

~unc- the punctuality of Cheyt Sing. Now it happens to prove 
tneyt{ S'J.s·s directly the revers~to -establish his unpunctuality j for it 
payments. appears by this very letter of Mr. Fowke that the kist that 

was due upon the 4th of November was not paid ·until the 
7th of December, and, consequently, was one instalment in 
arrear. In order to prove, therefore, that he did actually 
punctually pay his kists, that he paid them agreeably to his 
engagements, and to show that it was impossible "that Mr. 
Hastings could have supposed the contrary, tltey produce a 
letter from the Raja. establishing the direct contrary~ and 
showing him to have been a month in arrear ! 

. The next letter also proves the same. The letter of the 
13th January, 1781, shows that the kist which ought to have 
been paid on the 4th of December was not paid till the 
13th of January. Perhaps it may seem that being one 
month in arrear is no great ·arrear; but when it is recol
lected that the payments were all to be made month by 
month-when it is recollected that the express orders are 
tl1at you shall ~ever permit a zamindar to be more than 
fifteen days in arrear-when it is recollected that, if it is let 
go in arrear, it soOn becomes a hopele..<>s lost debt-there does 
become a necessity of watching over the punctual payment 
of the lIlalguzari by each respective zamindar: and Mr. 
Hastings thought it a singular circumstance that, at this 
particular period, when the Company were known to be in 
this state of distress, Cheyt Sing should drop in arrear in 
the way stated. 

Letter of Mr. Hastings said, in the'letter which.is the subject of 
~,~1ISt- impntation, and which is in page 101,-
::=.,tt,.. "Frequent representations having been made to me of the want oC 
~n. Of. punctuality in the payment of yoUI' maIguZlU'}',-that part more particu-
un~!mg'8 larly which lis as~gned Cor. the, .wsbUJ'8elllent of Seidut Ally Khan's 
tua.lity. saIa.r,y-and It haVIng, at this time, more than any other, a bad and 

suspicious appearance, I dq peremptorily order that all arrears, of whatso
ever kind, be paid up witbintwenty-foUl' hours after the receipt of this 
perwanna, or you must expect that] bad consequ~ceI! will follow," 
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All that Mr. Hastings did was, he stated that representa- 2~ API!. 1~. 
tiona had been made to him of hie unpunctuality, and he - -
orders him to pay. 

It is said tbat Mr. Hastings could not possibly be mistaken-
upon the Bubject, because of the intimation given by Mr. 
}'owke. I shall show with what degree of correctness these 
inferences are drawn upon the subject, when 1 produce a J,etterof 

letter from that very Mr. Fowke, containing the complaint ~':;,EI..rn~~g 
upon which Mr. Hastings acted It is supposed that Mr. ~~c ,eyt 

Hastings could ~ot possibly be mistaken, but that he must d~'i':y~. 
have fabricated a _ false and wicked charge, to draw the 
Raja to some act of violence, because of the letter from 
Mr. Fowke, which letter establishes his unpunctuality: and 
I Bhall produce another letter from Mr. Fowke,which con-
tains that very complaint that Mr. Hastings took up and 
pressed u'pon the Raja! That letter is written by Mr:. -
Fowke upon the 16th of December j in which Mr. l!"owke 
MyS, after stating his misconduct in respect to the cavalry 
and the studied delays he had practised upon that 8ubject,-, 

II A. ~y own remonstrances have been ineffectual, it becomes also 
incumbent upon me to inform you that the Raja for some months past 
haa been exceedingly dilatory in the payment of the moner assigned to 
Sadit Ally'. monthly allowance. He has not to this day dIscharged the 
amount which became due on the 4th of last month. ,The bills too for 
the monthly kists, which used to be made out by the 15th:. of the month, 
are now never heard of till the end of it. It is tI:ue there is as yet no 
difl'erence in the days of payment, but these delays';haye been gradually 
increasing, and are the effect of an inattention:to Qusiness which must in 
the end produce a failure of payment." , , ~.' , :: , 

Immediately upon the receipt of this letter it was that Mr. Has~ 
Mr. Hastings wrote the letter in question, copying almost ~~gc~~~\t<!r 
verbatim the charge he had reCeived from the Resident upon ~ing db 
the spot, and only desiring Cheyt Sing would discharge the ;:::'1e

of y 

I · d f b . th t th R °d Mr. Fowkeo arrears comp awe 0 y paywg em 0 e eSl ent at 
Benares. 'V lIS it not the duty of Mr. Hastings to do so? Jnstification 
If he had not done it, would he not have failed in the dis- ~fh:8oono 
charge of his duty, and might it DOt much more probably nc. 

have been said that he wanted to draw on the Raja into that 
failure and unpunctuality that he afterwards might make use 
of it against him? Instead of which, he desires him to 
remove the cause of complaint. I would only observe here 
that it is possible to be mistaken without any malice, and I 
should rather have thought that Mr. Hastings' conduct 
might have 'been [differently] judged of. If he, in 
.the midst. ~f all, the concems of government, in the most 
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24 AI'R.1792. perilous state of its affairs, had made a charge of this sort" 
- and it had been not well founded, he might have had credit 

that it proceeded from mistake; when those who accuse him 
upon the very point, in a charge drawn in years of leisure, 
are themselves mistaken upon the subject matter of that 
accus:ition. 

. I will not detain J:0ur Lordships furtlll~r \1l)on this subject 
than to say, that, wIth respect" to another point connected 

Assertiotn of with it, the prosecutors have been equally mist.'lken, when, 
prosecuors. d J.' h I fM F k . respecting m or er to account lor t ese etters 0 r. ow e statmg 
:;:~rl~ of him to be in arrear, they have stated, in the 102d page of 
r~ .. :mts in the Minutes, after observing the times of payment, that 

they made the observation in this place, because they in
tended afterwards to prove by oral testimony that the course 
of payment in that country is to pay one mOJ;lth under 
another; My Lords, that promise never was fulfilled; and 
it never will be fulfilled, because it is directly contrary to 
the fact, for no such course of payment ever did prevail in 
that country; and that shows that they may be mistaken 
both in their written evidence and in their proposed oral 
testimony, the which they never did produce. And what if 
they had consulted any of the Residents or persons con
versant with the subject ?~nay, if they had consulted what 
appears upon the records with respect to this very Raja, who 
did pay in general withi~ a short time after the period of 
payment, but at that period when he was to be suspected for 
delay, namely, in October, November, December. 1780, and 
January, 178l. at that which became to be the most pres
sing period, accompanied the delays with respect to his 
cavalry with~hese delays in the payment of his malguzari? 
And then it was that Mr. Hastings stated that it had at that 
time a bad and suspicions appearance. 

Delay in My Lords, I come now to consider another matter that is 
~:'::}tthe stated by Mr. Hastings, which apeared to him to have been 
~~~a.mao·9 a cause of complaint-that the delay of payment of the 

. subsidy, in the year 1780, bad produceu the uistress of 
Colonel Camac's detachmenf. My Lords, upon this subject 
al:3o we,. are told it was impossible thnt Mr. Hastings could 

'Impl\t!\t,i~n net from\mistnke. In imputing that to Cheyt Sing he must 
~,,~::!~Or~~l have act~~' from malice and wicke:l design to ruin him. 
charge. Every' aCClls;ttion he makes IIguinst him is not only false but 

wilfully flllse, and brought against him for the purpose of 
Circum. effectuating his ruin. I have IIlready shuwn that it is at 
tl::,n:::r least possible thllt the accusers may not be well founded in 

\" 



Sptee" of JIr. Plumtr. 873 

tbis, for there certainly is no malice in the charge. A great 2U.PB.lm. 

deal of evidence has been given for the purpose of proving -
that the whole J>lame in respect to the distress of Colonel 
Camae's detachment rested upon Mr. }'owke, the Rceident; 
Bnd there has been a minute investigation of documents f()r 
the purpose of proving these propositions :-that the order 
to remit to Colonel Camac's detachment was upon the 7th of 
September, 1780; that it waS communicated to Mr. Fowke, 
and would, probably. arrive t~ere about the 15th of Septem-
ber; that Mr. Fowke, who had before that period of time 
remitted one of the five lacs to Calcutta, received upon the 
20th Bnd 24th of September one lac and a half from the 
Raja; and that it does not appear that Mr. Fowke, after hO' 
had received it, did remit the lac and a half that he haa in 
his hands to Colonel Camac's detachment, in the province of 
Malway; but, on the contrary, it appeanz,by a letter written 
by Mr. Fowke upon the 18th of October, tbat he had not 
till then remitted the payments that he had received from 
the Raja, but that he did on that day remit some bills that 
he r~ceived from the Raja. The letter that I am "peaking 
of begins in the 94th page of the Evidence, and runs through 
the two following pages. 

The whole result of this inquiry as to the cause of this Delayor 

d· b' b . h tId Mr.l'owke· lStrcss comes to t 1&-t at, WIt respec to one ac an a ill remitti~ 
half. Mr. Fowke-for whom I am not counsel and whom I am =:.the 
not bound to defend-was to blame. It does not yet appear 
why Mr. Fowke did not remit that lac and a half. 'Vhether 
he waited, as should seem from his letter of the 27th of 
September, 1780, upon the solemn promise that the Rnj:\ 
had given him to pay the remainder, which, your Lordships 
will recollect, was two lacs and a half; whether the non-
payment of the remainder, operated to prevent the negotia-
tion he was ~king for bills to remit the whole; or whether 
any other cause operated upon Mr. Fowke for the non
remittanoe of a lac and a half; it does not concern me to 
inquire. It is enough to state, that, with respect to the two 
lacs and a half which the Raja neglected to pay after he had 
notice, there is a delay imputable, justly so, to the Raja. • 

The Raja has said upon the subject that the remitt .. mce of Nonpay. 
the money did not depend upon Lim. It certainly did not; ita': by the 
but the payment depended upon him, and it is the non-
payment that he is charged with. when he had notice gi"cn 
him upon the 5th of August, 1780, by Mr. Fowke, the 
Resident, that this money was intended for a particular 
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.stAPB.1792. appropriation, when notice was given him that the ,exigen7 
- cies of the Government were pressing, when he had made Ii. 

solemn promise of the full and instant payment of the whole, 
which he had done in June, 1780. He is guilty of a. delay 
for four months of two lacs and a half, from the month of 
June, when it was demanded, to the 18th Qf October when 
it was finally paid; for that delay Cheyt Sing is justly 
chargeable, and for all the consequences that the delay 
produced. 

Le~ter of I will state to your Lordships a letter that Major Camac 
~~!'tl' wrote on the lst of November, 1780, representing in the 
ti:"3l!r~ strongest terms, the distress which he experienced ;-

"I arrived in camp the 28th from Devyur, and immediately gave 
orders for marching on the other detachments; but hearing of thel!' verY 
great distress fot provisions, and the cause of it the want of money, [I 
was obliged to countermand it, in order to alford them every assistance 
in my_ power. From the enclosed extracts from Captain Johnson and 
Mr. Hicks, you will see the state ot matters with them. They are now 
advanced into the hills beyond Narwar, and, though it is only 12 coss, 
from the badness of the road, they have three days' march to Tipparee. 
From the utter want of money in camp, and the baniahs having trusteli 
the sepoys till they have not an annsh left, it is impossible to carry a 
single day's proviSIOn with them. The sepoys have not a rupee to pay 
for grain, blling three months in arrears, nor can the baniahs supply 
them longer, and both are deserting every fort. In this situation it was 
impossible to advance without three days'jlrovision; ap.d it would be 
destruction to return. But their difficulties are strongly painted in the 
enclosed, wherein you may perceive it was debated, and resolved to 
return if my letter had 'not just then arrived. In these lliltoward cir--' 
eumstances you may conceive my state of mind; every exertion was 
made use of to raise cash, every resource and expedient tried. To add 
to my misery, the money which I had fed my hopes on, and was in hourly 
expectation of from Benares, came the day before only in part, to the 
amount of two lacks and a naif, in bills on Gohud at 52 days after date, 
so ,that there was forty and odd days remaining of it. This had been 
ordered the 12th September by the Board, and though so early as the 
middle of that month I had told you my ,distress, yet I had managed one 
way or other, and never plagued you Wlth my difficulties in this respect, 
feeding my hopes with this expected ~upply. They were all dashed by 
this news, and had no resource but in the Rannee, or .end~vouring to 
get them discountell."]* 

The billsun. He then states that he sent those bills for the purpose of 
~V~le fOl'raising money, but could raise none upon them. They were 
money. of no usel because they were drawn at so long a date that 

no money~uld be raised upon them. 
It has b~en said that the Raja was not bound to pay 

\ 
, • print~ in the ," Minutes o~the Evidence," ,po 1561. 
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exeept by bills drawn at firty-one days. It is very true tha1; IUPB,l_ 

u applied to hi.· rent, there was this engagement-that ~ 
when he remitted it to Calcutta the bills were ta be drawn =\!:t 
at fifty-one daya'date; but. the· Company had the option, in Jibe~ ~ 
respect to the rent, to make the demand at Benares, and if~f'day ... 
paid there it was to be paid in. cash. The fifty-one days' 
date, therefore, applies. only to remittances to Calcutta, and 
has nothing to do with demands of this 8Ort,- supposing it 
had been rent. In the next place, this was not the rent, N!'t true 
but the subsidy; and to that· the contract of fifty-one days ::Wl~ 
no . ways applies. The demand· made was agreeable to his sidy. 

own promise of immediate payment. If he had paid it, as he 
ought to have done, your Lordships must ·suppose it would 
be easy, when he had as much as four lacs of rupees in his 
hand, to have negotiated for much better bills, by the com. 
petition among the different bankers in that country. In 
that respect it seems to me- that, notwithstanding I admit 
the evidence upon the subject of the lac and a half to have 
fixed a great degree of blame upon Mr. Fowke, yet, as to 
the nonpayment of two lacs and a half for four months, that· 
still remains as a just charge upon Cheyt· Sing, and the 
manner in which it was paid at last. ' 

I hope I have said enough to show that at least Mr. Hast
ings might be justified in supposing this distreBtl produced 
by the Raja, so as to exclude any idea 'of malice in his attri .. 
buting the distress ns having been occasioned by .hia delay. 
But, suppose I was to admit that no part of this distress was POIIIIibiJityof 

in any respect occasioned by the Raja, but tbat the whole of e:~:owke'8 
it was imputahle to Mr. Fowke and to Mr.' Fowke only? c1!~le 
Mr. Hastings is charged with having removed Mr. Fowke ~y. 
as Resident at this Terytime. I do not mean to say that he 
was removed upon this ground. Undoubtedly Mr. Hastings 
did not advert to it; but it can never he supposed that Mr. 
Hastings intended in this business to screen Mr. Fowke, or 
protect him ~..,unst any just charge. This person he is 
aecnsedof having removed, not being a person of bis own 
choiee, to make way for one that had his confidence; there-
fore it cannot, under these circumstances, be supposed that 
there was any corrupt or siriister intention in the charge 
made upon this subjeet. 

Another observation I would make upon it is thls-that 
the evidence upon the subject not only excludes any idea of 
·JD&lice in Mr. Hastingp,. but, it it were to the full extent to 
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2UPR.l'19S. be admitted, it cannot establish the innocence of Cheyt Sin ... 
cons-;- in the non-paymeut of his subsidy; It must necessarily hav~ 
~~:~~~i~'~'S o~)erated in a degree' highly detrimental to the state of the 
del~yin. Company's aff.'1.irs at that period; and it seems to me to be 
pllY'DIl: hts f I' 1 t' , h h' d d h d' subsidy, 0 Itt e consequence 0 mqUlre w et er It pro uce t e IS-

tress of Major Camac's detachment, or operated to the dis
tress of some other detachment; becallse, when all were dis
tressed, the nonpayment of the subsidy must be attended 
with some distress somewhere. If it was true in the month 
of June, ItS Mr. Francis and Mr. 'Vheler stated, that they 
had no money in their treasury-that there was a balance of 
twenty-eight lacs against them, and that they could not find 
resources to go on with the war; and if it; was true that all 
the army and different establishments were th:::ee months in 
arrear-that there was crying distress in every quarter
not .only in Colonel Camac's detachment, but in all the 
troops that were serving under Colonel Muir, at Coonjepore, 
at Futtygurh and Dinagepore, and all t.he other establish
ments-that we had complaints of the distress experienced 
in every quarter-then certa.inly the nonpa.yment of his sub
sidy must operate to the detriment of the public service, 
circumstanced as it then .was. 

Charge 
against 
lIIr. Hust
ings or 
malice in 
hisaccusa. 
tion. of 
Cheyt Sing. 

Under these cil'cUlnstanceil it was that Mr. Hastings has 
stated what his opinion was of the conduct and designs of 
Cheyt Sing. And, my Lords, here Mr, Hastings has been 
sevel'ely accused again of malice; that all he stated in accu
sation Ilgainst Cheyt I::iing was the invention of his own bad 
mind, altogether. unfounded in truth; that he has imputed to 
him, not only contumacy and disobedience, but designs hos
tile to the. Goverpment, which are altogether false and ill-
founded; that it is, extravagant, incredible and untrue. And 
it has been urged in argument-in a way that, if your Lord
ships will permit me, I will just state .from another docu
ment which is not in evidence before your Lordships-that 
l\h. Hasting!;', when he formed his design of seizing upon 
the treasures of the Raja of Benares and of deposing him, 
did not believe him guilty of that premeditated object of 
drivinO" the English out of Indin, with which he afterwards 

Deposition thouaht fit to charge him, or1hat he was really guilty of' any 
or Anderson, " Lr b h h d' b d d . t Jan. 1782. other great ollence ; eca use e as Cause It to e· epose -

[" That you were determined to call him to an account, and ·oblige 
him to make an atonement for his conduct in this instance, and th\l 
IIVlmt.of attachment he had shown to. our govemment. by paying a con. 
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Bidsable IWD Of mODeY to the reliel of the Company's exigencies; that, It APL 1M 
if he eonsented.YOU __ desirous of establishing his posaession on the --
most pennanent and eligible footing, but, if he refused, you had in yoUI' 
power to raise a large sum for the CPmpany by accepting of an offer 
which had been made for his district by the Vizier."] * 

My LorW, th .. ..t jg r the argumenl agninsl Mr. Hastings-~ 
thal the charge could not be true, becau.."C he intended to ~ t,.aft. 

ecttle the z:unindary upon him upon the most eligible footing, =j.,~~ 
jf he paid a heavy fine for sUI,posed offenct's whicb ~id not e~ 
exist :_CI if they had existed you ought. to have gone further, dar7. 
-to have depo$ed him and dispossessed him of his zamin-
dary." I will now state what jt was that Mr. Hastings has 
('barged the Raja with; and I will tben submit to your 
Lordships the cvidence that alreaiJy appenr", and tlae addi-
tional nidencc that will be t~ establish cvery part of the 
imputed charge upon Chcyt Sing. 

My Lords, the pa...~e wllich is particularly alluded to in ~r. Haft. 

the Article before your Lordsllips, that statt'S the pr€tences =~barge 
or .lIr. Hastings to have been "allcgations equally extra- Cbf.yt b'iug. 

ngant, untrue and incredible," is in tbe 112th page:-
.. These instances of contumacy and disobedience. criminal as they 

wne in theuuelves, and .ggravateil by the eroeme and known distresses 
and dangers of the superior state [to which he owed, not only peI"Sonal 
fealty, but "eT1 voluntary aid which all the resources of his zeml'edary 
rould rontribute, appeared to me of less consideration as such. than as 
they were evidences of • deliberate and systematic ronduct, aiming at 
tbe totalmbnrsion of the .uthority of the Company, and the erection of 
hi. own independency on its ruillll."] 

lIe tIlen states the nrious circumstances that Lave in
duced him to form that suspicion or him, and he then 
concludes ~-

.. Lastly, that he"lII! roDecting or had prepared enry proTision for 
open re"olt, waiting only for a propn sesson to declare it" which was sup
poaed to depend either on the anh·al of a French annament or on a 
Marratta in,uoo." 

My Lordil, I will now advert to each of the allegations 
stated in this paragraph. 

In the first place, !\Ir. Hastings states, that he conceh·ed eon=-. 
the conduct or Cheyt Sing to have exhibited C'instances of ~ 
contumacy and disobedience, criminal in themselves and ~DO":l~ 
aggravated by the extreme and kuown distresses and dangers c;:'J18117. 

• .. AttestatiOll of David Andersou" Esq.;" dated 1 • .January. H82.
Printed in the Appendilt to Mr. Hastings' • Narrative of the Insnrrection in 
Benarea;" ran W. Num. ii. B. 



.. An.l'19S. of the superior state." 'That is stated, in· the charge before 
- your Lordships, to be "false, wicked and malicious j" that 

Cheyt Sing· afforded a complete justification or a full denial 
of the whole; -that he was. a person perfectly innocent, and 
the charge altogether the invention of malice. 

Ende&YOIII' 
tooubyerl 
tbeautbo
rity of ,be 
ComJlllllY. 

My Lords, I have, in order to establish the negative of 
that, submitted to your Lordships, I fear too much in detail, 
but for the purpose of establishing it in a way that could 
not be· controverted, by the perusal of all the correspondence 
and documents that· passed between the Board and Cheyt 
Sing, the fact of these instances of contumacy and dis
obedience, in the way represented and complained of by every 
person, and felt by every member· of Government and by 
every Resident upon the spot-that he was guilty of instances 
of contumacy and disobedience. W 88 il criminal or not in a 
subjeet of the Government, possessing the means of serving 
that Government, to withhold from them the supply of money 
and troops, in a time when the exigencies or state required 
both? Does not every subject hold his .property, which is 
the gift of the state, upon the implied condition that he 
flhould obey the state, and contribute to the defence of the 
state? Cheyt Sing did neither. He hdd his zamindary 
upon the express terms that, if he acted in any manner con.
trary to the fiddity he had thus sworn to maintain, his zamin.
dary and all the rights and privileges annexed to it should be 
forfeited. I apprehend, therefore, that I. have established 
clearly the· fact of the instances of. contumacy and disobe
dience, and the additional crimioality of them on account of 
the known distresses of the superior state. 

The next point that Mr. Hastings states 88 an ag."aravation 
of them is, .that they were evidences of a deliberate and sys
tematic conduct on the part ofCheyt Sing, aiming at the total 
subversion of the authority of the Company aod the erection 
of his own independency on the ruins. This is stated to be 
.a supposition extravagant, incredible and untrue. First, as 
to its extrav~lJ'8Jlce. "That a single zamindar"--say they
.. should attempt such a design 88 that imputed.to him of 
subverting the Company's authority and erecting his own 
independency on the ruins "-that is taking one part of 
the subject and not adverting to the whole of it. Mr. Hast
inge states that there were evidences of that general design 
on his part; not that he would alone soldy attack the 
English power or expect to succeed in the subversiono£ it, 
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but that, in the event or a Mahraita invaSion or a French IU.PK.1791. 

armament, he might intervene; that with the co-operation of 
public enemies in our then state of ~istress, when staggering 
under oW' multiplied difficulties in every' quarter o£ the 
government, that he might entertain a hope that an oppor-
tunity would present itself of effectuating that which was 
the object of his, wish, namely, to establish his own, inde
pendency. He could not hope to do it without first sub-
verting the authority of the Company, because, while the 
authority of the Company remained, there was- no hope for 
him to obtain his independency. That he ha.d a wish for 
independency is· a. natural wish, recollecting how he was 
educated, that it was the wish of his father to obtain inde
pendency, that he stipulated with the then sovereign of the 
country to obtain that independency; and it does not appear, 
therefore, an extravagant thing that Cheyt Sing, having a 
force consisting, as appeared in the field ·afterwards, or 
about 22,000 infantry and cavalry, possessirig strong forts 
well garrisoned and -well stored, having a considerable 
resource in his wealth, by which he thought himself invin-
cible, ,should have expected tha~ if a Mahrat1a invasion took 
place, which your Lordships see the Commander-inChief 
thought fit to guard against by increasing our force, or if 
a French armament arrived, which all the Government 
expected to -arrive daily, that, in either of these events, 
added to the difficulties we had to struggle with at that 
period, it should present an opportunity of accomplishing 
the wished for object 

With respect to its being incredible. I can only sny that C,redhibility 
• 'd di d b hot e It was an 1 ea. ere te y many persons upon t e- spot; charge. 

that the Residen~ 1\b. Graham, in the year 1779; I think~ 
or even before that, expressed strong doubts of Cheyt Sing's 
fidelity; that Mr. Fowke, who succeeded him, gave account 
of his preparations, and stated that he collected his troops 
secretly, and concealed their numbers from him; that 
Mr. Markham, who succeeded him,- had· every reason ·to 
believe that, if either of these events should' take place, he 
,vonld burst out into rebellion and endeavour to avail him· 
8elf of it by obtaining independency; that it was the belief 
of a military officer stationed near his country, a very 
deserving officer, whose testimony we have' been deprived 
of by his death subsequent to the commencement of this 
long trial-I. mean Major" Eaton; -that he has expressed 
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2UPlL 1792_ his clear and decided opinion of the designs of Cheyt Sing 
- in the same terms. 

Deposition I beo'" to refer your Lordships to the deposition Malor 
of M .. jor .. 
Eaton.. Eato}l has left upon tIle subject, which is in evidence before 

Deposition 
of Major 
Macdonald. 

you'rLordships, where, after stating that he was stationed 
at Ruxal' for three years amI a half, which is II. post imme
diately adjoining to the country of Cheyt Sing, where he 
had an opportunity of observing the conduct and disposition 
of Chert Sing-it is in the printed Evidence, page 229-
lie there states--

« That he yerily believes, from the general conduct of the Rajah, that 
the said Rajah was disa.ft'ected to the English Govemment and wished 
fQr the subversion of the same." 

:My Lords, that was the opinion of another military officer 
who was stationed in the neighbourhood of Benares, and had 
opportunities of seeing and observing the conduct of Cheyt 
-Bing and his people. I refcr to the deposition of Major 
Macdonald, in the printed Evidence, page 260. He states-

" That he is of opinion, from the many conversations he has held with 
several persons who were inhabitants of the rebel Cheit Sing's country. 
that the rebellion had been meditating for some years; that the depo
nent was informed the matter was absolutely debated in the year 1779, 
and prevented only by the voice of a person about the Rajah, to whose 
judg!ljlent much deference was paid by the Rajah Bulwant Sing, father 
of the rebel," . 

It is. therefore. not the pure invention of Mr. Hastings to 
impute. tQ Cheyt Sing that he had a rebellious design, but 
was the opinion of other persons upon the spot. who had 
the. best means of knowledge. I apprehend it can hardly, 
therefore. be said ~Q be an incredible proposition. 

Facts w..... In. the next. place, that there were many facts that war
~~~~~;us- ranted that. belief and suspicion of C~eyt Sing. I do not 
~b~Yt Sing's mean to say that all these facts were known at the time;. 

eSlgIIlI. but that, at this time, when your Lordships are no\v to pro~ 
nounce that this imputation upon Cheyt Sing was nntrue, 
when you couple all th.e facts that are now known and 
brouO'ht to light. that-there can be no reasonable doubt but 

Secret 
incresseot 
military 
establish_ 
ments. 

thnt that was the design of Cheyt Sing. It appears no\v 
that Cheyt Sing did clandestinely increase llis military esta
blishment; that he concealed cautiously from the knowledge 
of Government the strengthening of his forts, and the col
lectinlJ' of his military establishments. . He was .suspected 
of it.

o 
but .he took means of preventing the knowledge 

of' it. It is. I think. in the accounts given by some of the 
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residenu there, that he used very extraordiDary means for U~l791. 
insulting and driving back any persons who were sent to -
watch them, in order to prevent the knowledge of it. That 
his military establishment was greatly and recently increased, 
appears from the indubit.'lble fact of the state of llreparation 
it was found in when the rebellion broke out; and which 
your Lorddhips will find, by the list of forces which he had 
been able by his own strength to collect in arms in rebellion 
against the British Government, consisted of 22, 190 [men ],
including the nujib battalion sent from Fyzabad, of 1,000 
men-increased by husbandmen and others who took up 
arms with him to the number of 40,090. That all hia 
forta were found in a state of great preparation for defence 
is certain by the fact of what we experienced in the month's 
war, when he waged open war against the British Govern-
ment. His stores were found in a state exhibiting every 
mark of the process of an European laboratory; some part, 
unquestionably, from the_manner_~d make of them, were 
purchased from our enemies lhe-French. . 

Now I should be glad to ask, for what purpose was this 
preparation? Why was it clandestinely concealed from us. 
if it was meant to operate in our favour? Why purchase 
from the French those stores that he was to make use of 
[against] them? Why conceal it from us, for whose benefit 
they were to be made use of? We find that he was not 
only increasing that establishment, but increasing it in a 
most suspicions manner, namely, by tampering with our ~JM!I'inr; 
army-by corrupting the sepoys; procuring them to desert ~:~8 
and to enlist in his troops. This is stated by Major Eaton, anny. 

in the affidavit which I ha\"e already referred to, wherein he 
states the fact of his having frequently inveigled his sepoys 
to desert from the garrison of Buxar. 'Vhy should he 
corrupt our army and endeavour, at a time of war, to seduce 
from the garrison the troops that were serving there? One 
of them mentions a fact of two persons who deserted and 
were made use of by Cheyt Sing to inveigle some of the 
sepoys away, and who were raised to the rank of officers in 
Cheyt Sing's army. It was practised by a commandant, 
who swore to the fact of overtures being made to him by 
Govind Sing, the brother of Cheyt Sing, in February, 1781, 
at the very time when he was refusing to assist us with his 
horse. 

In the next place. we find that he was making his country Olfering 

an asylum for fugitive rebels from the neighbouring country :!'iai:m 
VOL. IJ. 3 K 
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~Al'll.l~92. of: Baraich and Goruckpore,.t.hat was' undercharge of the 
Goruck· British officers; that rebels from thence were received by 
pore. Cheyt Sing, Selim Sing, Ganaroy, and other persons, who, it 

;Will afterwards appear in' evidence, had lands assigned them, 
for· themselves and their followers, at the very time when he 
had' ,no. money to assist his sovereign with. For what 
purpose was that done, and for what purpose were they 
afterwards made use· of? . 

~:.r:~;r-
wards en· 
couragedto 
attBOk the 
Company's 
.troops. 

Immediately upon' the bursting out of the rebellion, these 
very same persons, whom he had constantly denied to have 
received in his zamindary, .were turned loose and sent to 
attack the British force in the. adjoining country, aided by 
the assistance of· the Begums. These rebels were harboured 
in the country" of Cheyt Sing prior to the bursting out of 
the rebellion~·and which he constantly denied, when charged 
withit. These' persons· were furnished with money-were 
furnished with the means of beating up for volunteers in 
FyzaQad.for.Cheyt Sing. These persons were all employed 
'as instrumen,ts of. Cheyt Sing, in endeavouring to attack tb~ 
,British force in. the neighbouring country; instructed by Q 

letter· circulated allover that [country ]-" wherever the 
English are,kill' them and drive them out :",-that was the 
. substance of a' letter circulated all over Benares and in the 
adjoining country. In addition to that, it is ,stated by 
Mr. Hastings, and is 'proved by Major Eaton, that. he .had 
.encouraged hisumils~ and officers to treat the English with 
inhospitality~'and ,enmity. It appears by this letter, which I 
will not trouble' your Lordships with -a particular detail of, 
:that MaJor 'Eaton: made it the subject of constant complaint 
against Cheyt Sing and his. people, that, when. he sent into 
.the neigbb6urhood for any articles of provision, they.refused 
,to furnish him with it, and told him in an insolent manner 
that if the Firangis-another name for the English-wanted 
·anything, they should fight for it. 

One instance I recollect of some guns that were brought 
·in Q, boat 'and sunk; When' buoys were placed t.o mark 
where they were, they cut away the buoys; being applied 
to to assist in weighing them· up, their answer' was~" we 
will not aasist you in weighing your guns; we shall want 
them for ourselves, for tne :English will not hold the country 
long," That was before the rebellion. . 

Rebellious In t.he next place, Major Eaton stated that the rebellious 
spirit of tho d d' .. f h . l' h th th t 'f people ~n SrIng SpIrIt 0 t at peop e was suc ere a , 1 some 
~ncouraged ~ellns w~re not taken .to. prevent it, his. people_would be spit 
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.t as they walked along; that, upou sending a letter of IUPJl.l'19!. 

complaint to one of the officers of Cheyt Sing, he took the b1 CheJi 
Jetter and stamped upou it, and said-~~ who is he ?-he s~. 
belongs to the English;" and he, speaking of himself, [said] 
he could raise 400 men. and it the English wanted it they 
must fight him for it. Theaa were subjects which all passed 
before the n:bellion: they were all communicated to Cheyt 
Sing. Major Eaton swears he could never get the smallest 
redress £rom Cheyt Sing. Then it is not the mere disorders 
in the government, hut there is the strongest ground to 
believe that Cheyt Sing was enco1U'acaing them to act the 
part they diel. It was complained of to him, and no redress 
eould ever be obtained upon the subject. Under these 
circumstances. I conceive it not to be an extrav~rrant propo--
sition, incredible or untrue, to impute to Cheyt Sing, that 
that positive misconduct in his intercourse with Government, 
and direct acts of contumacy and disobedience, did o~oinate 
in a bad and hostile design-waiting for a favourable oppor-
tunity to carry it into effect. 

Added to· this general evidence upon a subject that pre- ~otbis 
ceded, we have only now to state the event. Can there be u:~t"" 
the least doubt now, when we see that, in the month of 
August, 1781, upon the first endeavour to bring this re-
fractory zamindar to account for his conduct-upon the very 
first attempt-he bursts out into furious rebellion? On the Actual 

16th of AIloO'USt, 1781, he destroys our troops; he erects the rebellion. 

standard of rebellion; there immediately flock and collect to 
it the army I have stated. Then it appears most clearly to 
what design all his plans and all his preparations were 
directed. Then it was that he made use of all that resource 
of wealth, largely and liberally. ~aa.inst 11& Then did he Bet 
Corth all the strength of his resources, to wage open war 
with the British power, and encouraged every person in that 
neighbourhood and in the adjoining country to oppose us. 
'.rhen did he send out theaa rebels, in the way that I have 
stated, to effectuate the general purpose of his mind, 
namely, to subvert the English power and to establish his 
oWll independency. 

My Lords, when we couple the event with the previous 
BllSpicion and the ~nduct he had ultimately observed during 

. the war, the opinion entertained by persons upon the spot 
seems corroborated, not only by the facts I have stated, but 
by the event; sO that now no one can entertain any eeriollS 

'doubt wha~ was the motive oC Chey~ Sing for the uniform 
3K2 
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UAPB.17~. contumacy and disobedience that he had exhibited to the 
Justification superior state. I hope, therefore, I have established, not 
y~:r,;!::: ?nly th~t the filct is no~ that Mr. Hastingi! made these 
g~n. Of. ImputatIons from any malice, but that he made them con-

eytSmg. formably to the truth and from a well grounded belief; 
though he certainly did not at the time, and could not, know 
it. to the full extent assiuce it has happened. Therefore, if 
I am to take up the argument that I before stated to your 
Lordships, which disputed the fact of Cheyt Sing's guilt, 
and draw an argument that it was impossible Mr. Hastings 
could have designed it, because he did not dispossess him, 
and that he would have merited dispossession, my Lords, 
at least, as addressed to that argument, I have it admitted 
that, if the fact of guilt was cstablitihed, he deserved to be 
dispossessed of his zamindary. 

ChaT. that The next subject of accusation against Mr. Hastings is, 
~~ in~t- that he intended to punish him beyond what he ought. 
=.~~ex. What was the intention of Mr. Hastings? He declared his 
~~g~b~ent intention to be, from a firm belief that it was necessary, at 
Sing.

ey 
last, to call this person to account; to make him fecI the 

Want or 
police in 
the pro
vince. 

authority of the Government and re!:'pect it; to frustrate 
these bad designs, if. he ha(l them; to reduce the means of 
executing them; to endeavour, if possible, by his own 
personal presence, to bring him back to a sense of his duty 
and obedience; and .to adopt some plan of reformation in 
the government of his country, which called loudly for it. 
In addition to the evils that I have stated to exist, there 
was allOtller crying' grievance that called aloud for· redress. 
I mean the total want· of. police in t.he management and 
government of his zamindary. Your Lordships recollect 
that the· kotwali, which is the superintendent of the police, 
had been the express gift of the British Government in 1775. 
From that period had the .uppearance of public' justice been 
gradnally wearing out, till at length the .country of Benares 
exhibited that lamentable· and. distressful picture of internal 
disorder that, IlS I shall .show your Lordships, murders were 
cominitted . in the streets .and suffered to pass unpunished; 
'that the cries of the inhabitant", imploring the Resident to 
interpose imd procurethein justice against· the murdercr, 
were in vain exerted;. and that these poor sufferers were 
under the necessity of .bringing the dead bodies of their 
murdered relations and laying them at the door of the 
Resident, and, afterwards, having them laid at the door of 
Cheyt Sing, to imluce h.im, if possible, to give redress to the 
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grievances that were existing _ in the country. All the 241 ApB.l792. 

applications made by Mr. Markham upon that subject had 
been ineffectuaL 

Chert Sing had, by the express tcrms cif his sanad, -under- Obligation 

taken that he would expel r~bbers. That was made an ~fn~~~~iJCl 
express stipulation in the terms of his sanad; and, by the robbers. 

constitutiol} of Hindustau, where a zamindar is proved to 
have connived at or committed grievances of that sort, it is 
alone a ground for dispossession of the zamindary. Chert 
Sing had grossly connived at the wicked perpetration of 
all inh\!manities in the country of Benares, in that sacred 
city, in a way that induced all the inhabitants of Benares to 
apply to Mr. Hastings. when he was there, to establish that 
80rt of justice which he did, to the great blessing of the 
inhahitants, who have ever since experienced the best Jegu-
lated police in that country of any country in .India. There-
fore, there was a necessity for regulation: there was a 
necessity for punishment. Mr. Hastings proposed both. 
He proposed it much short of what Cheyt Sing deserved. 

It haS been said, and made use of as an 'argument against Charg~of 
the propriety of Mr. Hastings' conduct, that the intended fine :'~~;~f 
exceeded the just measure of punishment; that it was the fine. 

beyond the punishment that ought to have been inflicted 
upon him. I will beg your Lordships' attention very shortly 
to that subject. 

In the first place, I apprehend that, if your Lordships 
should look at this charge, it will appear clearly to any 
person who should be of opinion that all the other parts of 
Mr. Hastings' conduct were unexceptionable- the magnitude 
of the fine only excepted-that at least he is innocent 
of this charge; bc('.ause, in the first place, it would _ be 
impossible to substantinte thirty-two paragraphs because 
there is one, of them that is true. If the fact were so
disbelieving all the rcst and believing only that part of the 
charge that relates to the magnitude of the intended fine
if there were a separate and a distinct paragraph upon 
that subject, it would not be just or reasonable to convict 
Mr. Hastings and pronounce a judgment of guilty upon the 
whole charge, for the sake of one truth. -

In the next place, if I was to admit that there was only ~umption 
one charge-that your Lordships could confine your atten- Sh!~e of 

tion singly to one charge and to that point only-the charge fn~~~~ng's 
of an excess of punishment upon admitted guilt is not con- e. 

tained in this Article at all. Therefore your Lordships must 
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MAPn.171l2. vote tbi's charge to be true upon 'that ground for the sake of 
- one point, but you must also vote it .for a point not contained 

in it. The charge is constructed upon the ground of there' 
being no' guilt iIi Cheyi: Sing at all; upon there being no 
reasonable or just cause to punish him at all; that l\Ir. Hast
ings intended to extort large sums of money from him, without 
any just or reasonable cause; that he was an innocent man; 
that the charge against him and the ground upon which he 
intended to extort money from him was altogether malice. 
That is not the charge-that; upon the supposition that, 
there was guilt, punishment was necessary; that a fine was 
necessary, if not so large's fine. 

Theinton
tion to 
punish not 
acted on. 

It is impossible to state that there was no guilt in Cheyt 
Sing; that it was all malice in Mr. Hastings,; and that the 
idea of punishment was altogether improper: In that way 
of stating it, YOllr Lordships must vote the charge to be 
true, not for' what it contains, but, believing it all to be false, 
for something it does not but' ought to have contained. 
Your Lordships must also condemn Mr. Hastings for some
thing, not that he actually did, but something he intended to 
do but never' actually did. Therefore you.must adopt more 
difficulties in that way, if you are to proceed upon that point 
alone, to substantiate a charge for matter not cO!ltained in 
it at. all, and for, something that was· never done but only 
intended to be done. 

In -thenextplil.<le, if even this were the only charge 
against Mr. Hastings-that, is, an intention to exceed the 
measure of punishment-and if it were: to be admitted that 
leaves no other part of accusation here" yet I apprehend it 
to be equally clear that, if that was the subject of accusation,. 
it is no offence at all; for that the mere intention to commit 
a ~demeanour is not itself a misde~eanoUr; ,That the intent 
to do it may operate as an aggra'vation of some other offence 
I admit, but", in the case of all crimes, treason only 
excepted, ,to intend to do what is not right is not of itself a 
crime, for it never may ,be done, and till, it is, it is not 
cognizable, by sny human tribunal. ' 

I s~te this for the purpose, of showing tha.t, in the possible 
result, it is impossible' tQ establish this Article upon this 
, ground. But, standing here to defend the 'character and 
honour of Mr. Hastings, I do not mean to shelter myself 
under these observations, because I will meet the accusation 
upon the merits, and admit that, even now, we are to consider 
wheth~ Mr. Hastings evt\~ il1tende<l to doanlthin~ tha~ 
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was Dot· righL I trust I shall be able tO~8how that every MApB.l'm, 

idea that floated in his mind upon the subject of Cheyt Sing Justlllc31ion 

nl fj fj mal· b d . h d of the inten-was. not 0 y ree rom Ice, ut was pure an rIg t, an ,!iou to 

if it erred at all, it erred in the extreme of moderation and fi':::::- the 

DOt in the extreme of its being more than he deserved. For 
what, indeed, is admitted to me by the argument I have 
already stated, that. if the fact of guilt were [there], he 
merited dispossession of the whole ? Was it an offence to 
intend to fine him, as Mr. HW'ltings declared his intentions 
to be. to impose a fine of forty or fifty lacs-the total 
amount of that your Lordships will recollect to be only the 
amount of one year's gross rent, and only equal to two years 
of his Det incom~if he had forfeited his whole el[ltate, 
which he had upon every ground? He had forfeited it for 
the nonperformance of· his tenure and the obligation that it 
imposed. upon him. He had forfeited it .upon the general 
principles that make every subject liable to assist and obey 
his sovereign-upon the tenure on which he holds his pro-
.perty: and it cannot be allowed to any subject to hold 
property from the state and- not to pay obedience. I say, 
therefore, if he had incurred a f"rfeiture of his whole zamin~ 
dary, it was surely 0. moderation and Dot excess of punish~ 
ment tD intend to do anything short· of actual dispossession. 

In what way are we to measure the magnitude of punish- Mode.,~ 
ment, as applied to the magnitude of guilt? Are we not to ::.~:'.:;.'!. 
consider the offence, the evil to society and to the public ~:!~~ment 
from it, the means of continuing it. the cause of it, the to guilt. 

ability of the person to pay in the case of a fine, the ability 
of a person to atone for the injury he has done 1 In every 
way of stating it, your Lordships will consider whether the 
intended fine of fifty lacs cau in. any respect be said to 
exceed the just measure of punishment. It was his wealth. 
that was the great resource. to which he looked, and he 
thought himself .invincible. That. it WIIB that fed his pride. 
that made him hope for the means of effectuating his object. 
It WIIB that wealth that enabled.him to corrupt our sepoys, 
and to have the hQStile preparations which he made use of 
against us. It was the withholding that wealth from the 
assistance of the Government that was the offence, and pro-
duced the distress and exigency and peril of the Government; 
-which he ought to atone for by making a just and a 
reasonable satisfaction to the Government. by contributing to 
its dis~re~es. ~. . 
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lUPIl.1792. In the -next place, if he had thel!e bad designs, it was a 
just act of policy to reduce the means of executing them. 
It was, therefore, right to apply that sort of punishment. 
And, as to the measure of it, if he had at that time personal 
wealth to the amount of four times the sum, if he had a 
productive estate to· the net amount that I have stated, it 
surely could not be thought an unjust severity to make 
him redeem the estate which he had justly forfeited by the 
payment of so moderate a proportion of it. The magnitude 
of the S1.lm is apt to induce us to suppose it to be a punish
ment inadequate to the ability of the person. Let me sup
pose a person holding an estate of an hundred a year and 
havin.g personal property to the amount of two hundred. 
Let me suppose that person committing an offence which 
justly subjects him to the forfeiture of his estate, and, when 
he is called upon to receive judgment, he is let off upon the 
payment only of two hundred pounds. That would, indeed, 
be a case more favourable to the party than the one that I 
have stated, because that is supposed to be the whole of his 
personal wealth; whereas, according to every calculation that 
could be made, this formed only a fourth part of the personal 
wealth of Cheyt Sing. 

But, could it be said that the punishment by a fine of two
hundred pounds, for an offence -that had forfeited the whole 
of ~ man's property, was so extraordinary as to be the sub

~~era:on ject of information? Mr.- Hastings upon this subject acted 
fngs.r. ...to with the same moderation that he had done throughout, with 

respect to Cheyt Sing-never having recourse to punif'hment 
till punishment was made n€cessary;. and, at IUllt, having 
recourse to that degree of punishment which alone was likely 
to op~rate -as a reasonable chastisement and correction, and 
as an atonement for his ill conduct, but not proceeding to 
that length to which, according to the other arguments, he 
might be warranted in going, namely, totally to dispossess 
him· of his zamindal'Y. Therefore, I hope, with respect to 
these two accusations of Mr. Hastings,--one of which, admit-
ting the fact of Cheyt Sing's guilt, seems to censure his 
punishment as too little, -it not being a total dispossession; 
and the other accusation, that admits the fact of his guilt, 
questions the magnitude of the punishment - that Mr. 
Hastings has steered between the two extremes. He has 
not gone to the lengtlt that, according to one state of the 
argument, he might and ought to }lave done, namely, _the 
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• complete dispossession; and he has, upon the-admitted state MApB.1792t 

of guilt, affixed that moderate punishment to it which -
might be likely to be effectual. In stating that,. it will be 
recollected that I do not mean to say, that, if Mr. Hastings 
had fully known all that I have stated, he could have been 
warranted in forbearing to dispossess him of his country 
altogether. 

My Lords, having now endeavoured to justify Mr. Hast-
ings in respect of what he intended to do towards Cheyt 
Sing-which is expressed in the attestation of Mr. Anderson 
and the affidavit of Major Palmer,and also communicated to 
Mr. Wheler, and which states his intentions to have been to 
impose a fine of forty or fifty lacs of rupees; and, in that case, 
if it was paid, to settle his country upon· him on the most 
eligible footing; that he proposed to go up to the country 
for the purpose of making the necessary regulations in the -
zamindary of Benares-it appears, by the same evidence, that ~a'if t~at 
he states, what is also made matter of accusation in this in~ in~ 
charge, that he had it in his power, if Cheyt Sing did not ~'i!'::!'~ 
submit to pay that fine upon him, to dispose of the country :g~~untr;y 
to the. Nawab Wazir. That is made, as your Lordships ~.w!,b 
recollect, the subject of accusation in the nineteenth para- 8Zl~. 
graph of the charge, which states-

II In further prosecution' of the design aforesaid, he did, in direct 
defiance of both the letter and spirit of the said treaties and agreements, 
wickedly and maliciously enter into a clandestine negotiation with the 
Vizier Naboh of Oude, whom the said Warren Hastings well knew to 
be the ancient and hereditary enemy of the Rajah and. his family, and, 
from the enmity of his father, the said Rajah's family had been secured 
by the British power in the year 1765, for the express purpose of selling 
the territories of the Rajah to the Vizier for a sum of money to be paid 
to the said East India Company." 

I shall certainly detain your Lordships but a few minutes 
upon this charge, because it seems to me, in the first place, 
to be pursuing an intent of Mr. Hastings in a very remote 
degree indeed, if the eu~ject of it were criminal. It is an 
intent upon an intent. The first intent was to impose a fine 
upon him. If that intent were carried into execution-w.hich 
was nob-quite certain-and if Cheyt Sing did not submit to 
pay it, then he had it in his power to adopt some means of 
transferring that country to the Wazir. Upon what terms 
WRIt he to do it? What was the negotiation? In what stage 
was it f Nothing more than this, that some loose idea had 
been thrown out that he had it in his power to do it. That' 



fA An: I'llIS. is what w'as' certainly notorious ;."....,that the N awab 'Vazir,. 
-- who ball been dispossessed of Benares, lVoo1d be very glad to. 

get it back again, and wonld. give a great~eal more than it 
was worth to be. reinstated in the sovereignty of it; that the 
Nawab Wazir, therefore, would, if he Could have raised 
money at that period of time, have contributed .a large snm 
to the relief of the Company's distresses. if we reinstated 
him. i74 Btatu quo, by delivering .back that country to him 
which we had taken from him.. But how is it an offence. to' 
look at that as a possible resource to take place if another 
event took place ? . 
~ woo1d in itself, if he had actually .carried it on, have 

Thain:,. - been no offence at all The oo1y idea of an offence is, that 
:l: _&0 it was contrary to the letter and spirit of .the agreements 
~~~ with him. How is it contrary to the letter and spirit of the 

agreement with him ? We had given him a long, a perpetual. 
lease of his zamindary . Was it contrary to the letter and 
spirit of the treaty to transfer the sovereignty that we had 
bought-to sell it back again? .You might as well say that 
a landlord who had let a.long lease o( his tenement coo1d 
not sell his tenement 1 

Then it is supposed ,that we had secured him and his father 
from the enmity of that family; and, therefore, to reinstate 
the Wazir woo1d operate [in a way] detrimental to the Raja. 
If:we had always before protecte4 him when under that 
I!Overeignty, and done it not from affection but policy. is it 
not to be supposed we shoo1d adopt the same policy again? 
If we had always made use of him. being situated in a fron-: 
lier country, as a medium between 118 and . the Nawab, is it. 
not probable that the same policy woo1d dictate the same 
conduct? Therefore, I think. in any way of stating it, it 
seems: very extraordinary that this should be selected as an 
instance of .Mr. Hastings' intended malice against Cheyt 
Sing. _ 

=~ There is oo1y one other matter of accusation prior to going 
of power. up to Benares, which ~ the delega~on of power. It is 

stated that this was also an act of malice in Mr. Hastings~ 
to obtain a delegation of the power of the whole Council. 
in the year 1 781. And upon this subject your Lordships 
have tG consider, in the first place, the legality of it; in the 
next p1a.oe, the motive for it. It is stated to be . criminal in 
both respects. That it' was illegal:; that it rendered invalid 
~ his s,!-bsequent acts, which are the. subject of charge.. That 
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the delegation Was illegal, because it was without anyautho- u A.PB..1?~ 
ritygiven'him 80 to do, either by the East India Company ~-
or by Rny Act or Acts of Parli8Jllent. - , , 

The evidence upon this subject is in page 103. The argu- Argume~ta 
ment to prove it to be illegal bas been--,-first, upon 'the m~t;.~ta 
ground of a standing order of ·the East India Company, in the 
year 170:l ; upon the Tegulating Act which passed in tbe year 
1773; and upon a subsequent order, made in r~spect to the 
the military'power.of the Governor General, in the year 
1778. Your ,Lordships will find the evidence upon this sub-
ject eontaiiled in the 176th page of the printed Evidence. 
. In the first 'place, . with ,respect to this order. It is stated Subvel'8i~n 
to be &; bigh crime and a misdemeanour in Mr. Hastings not ~~e~~dmg 
to have adverted to a standing order that passed in the year 1702. 

1702.', I thinll that order has' not been proved to have had 
any existence atall, M any period of time subsequent to that 
date; because, though evidence has been given of the trans-
miss. of the standing orders of the Company; in the year 1753, 
yet '1. do not observe that. there has 'beenany evidence 
adduced to prove. that this was amongst them. In the next 
place,' no evidence at all has been adduced to prove that what 
was transmitted.in the year 1753 was in exi~tence at Cal-
cutta subsequent to the year· 1756, when Calcutta and all 
the muniment-s in it were taken, and, 1 believe, all the muni-
ments in it destroyed: and ihatwas particularly pointed 
out to the prosecutors at the time they were: going through 
this evidence. The order of 1702 passed prior to the. esta
blishment of the preaent Company; for it was when there 
were two companies, and when all their possessions consisted, 
I believe, of what did not extend beyond the boundary of 
the Mahratta ditch; 
. This order of 1702 relates to three things. First, to direct, 
as a general regulation, that all our affairs are, to be trans ... 
acted in Council;', nexiy to direct that all the. members ,of 
Coun~ihhall be resident upon "the spot; and, thirdly, that 
all 'our officers; in case of equality in Council, shall be deter~ 
mined by lot.- I believe, with respect to all that is specific The order 

in this order, it has been totally obsolete for above forty or::'':3.01' 
fifty years j and, with respect·topart of it, it is directly 
revoked by subsequent order8 npon the subject. I mean, in 
particular, with respect t(jthe residence of the members of 
Council upon the spot j for, from the time that we have had 
any other place for them to reside in-from the time that 
tbeyhave. hado~her . establishments up the country:~frQm 
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lit Al'li.l'11lS. the acquisition of the diwani-from the establishment of -[lro~ 
- vincial Councils and chiefd in ·the differeut countries-:.there 

has been, in constant course of the service, a member of Coun
cil at one time or other at these places, with the perfect 
knowledge aud with the approbation of the court of Direc-

llAlsidenceof tors. Nay, it nppears that the local residency of the mem
;':t~~';'!e~r bers of Council at Calcutta has beeu the subject of repeated 
In Calcutt&. deliberation with the court of Directors. It was attempted 

to be renewed in the year 1753. That very time when they 
gave evidence of the transmi!'s of theshmding orders, they 
recite the custom to appoint the second in Council to be the 
Chief of Cossimbazar, and they make any other of the Coun-

_ cil eligible to that place. They afterwards sent out a fresh 
order-that no other member of Council should be chief of 
any other place, but that they should be resident. That is 
in the year 1753. And, upon the 25th of March, 1757. 
they expressly repeal that order and leave it open to appoint 
the Company's servants wherever they please. In the year 
1766, upon the 21st of November, they expressly state that 
they have no objection to any of the select commit.tee, whose 
attendance can be dispensed with, being employed as chiefs of 
factories. Upon the 23d of March, 1770, they revived the 
idea of local residence, and direct that the Council shall con
sist of nine; that they shall all reside constantly at Calcutta, 
be. resident at the Durbar, the military commander exc.epted. 
Upon the 24th of November, 1772, which is the last order 
upon the subject, they state that, having revised the order for 
confining the residence of the Council to Calcutta, they are 
satisfied it is not attended with salutary effects, and they enn 
no longer desiet from revoking it .. and they do hereby revoke 
the same, considering tbat thereby the Government of Bengal 
will be greatly promoted. Upon this very suhject, therefore, 
in which they bave given evidence of the standing order of 
the year 1702 being violated, if, instead of taking down from 
the shelf that order, where it has remained for so many years, 
they had had reCOurl!e to aU the standing orders that 
have passed upon thc l!ame subject since, they would have 
found that subject to ha\'e been in the state that I have 
represented it, and the Directors at last fOl-bidding the idea 
of confining it to loee'll residence. 

With respect to thc idea of deciding by lot, I believe there 
is no member of the Council of Bengal that remembers the 
execution of that order; so that, for violating that, if it were 
so, they must ha:ve gone to evidence beyond time of ·the 
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memory of inan to prove its existence, 1Vith respect to theM Al>1L.1'19!, 
violation of the order of 1778, I beg to say that it has' not VioWi:lIof 

the smallest reference to the subject; for it merely directs t~78~rder of 

that the G:overnor General shall not, as sucb, IlOssess military 
command beyond the fort and garrison of Fort 1Villiam in 
Bengal: and that same order states tbat; when he finds 
occasion to leave the Presidency of· Bt:ngal, he shall be 
attended with his usual guard. This was to prove an order 
sub!listing for local residence, which provides for the care of 
the Governor General qnitting the Presidency: it only cOil-
fines his military command, Why, Mr. Hastings' military 
command was collfined and always so; but, whEm general 
powers were given to him, wncn the whole power of the 
Cl>uncil was to be carried with him up tbe country for public 
purposes, it followed, as a necessary consequence, that the 
military power would be subject to the civil power just as 
much up the country as it would be while the whole power 
of the civil Government was exercised at Calcutta. 

With respect to the Act of Parliammt of 1773, that I!'lpll~ 
1 t t h t I all 1" h VlolatlOn of. a so appears 0 me 0 ave no t Ie sm est app 1catlOn to t e the Act of 

subject; because that Act directs, in establishing the Govern- 1773. 

ment, that ·they should possess all thc same powers the 
President and Council did before. If, therefore, the Presi-
dent and Council did possess these powers before, the Act 
docs not mean to toke them away, but expressly to give 
them to the new Government, That lIct, therefore, -instead 
of proving anything for that proposition, if I establish the 
\Isoge, proves eXllressly the reverse, and establishes· tbe Ie. 
gality of aU the powers exercised by the' Governor General 
upon this occlI.Sion. The question, therefore, seems to re-
solve itself into thispoint:-what were the powers'~xercised 
by the President and Council antecedent to tbe regulating 
Act; for, whatever tlley were, they are to eontinu~ and to be 
exercised subsequent to the period? 

Now, upon looking into the records, your Lordsbips will Prec'd ed} ent~9 
fid 'I!' • rtb fi b o,eegalon n an unuorm Sel'leS 0 em rom t e yeal' 1760, wben of power. 
Mr. Vansittart was sent up with full pO~'ers, down to the 
period that I am now speakiug of. You will find the actual 
exercise of such a pow.er by the Government upon the spot-
to delegate tbe whole power of the Council to a person, 
when they round it expedient for public pUl'poses, to visit the 
provinces, or to negotiate; or to treat generally or particularly 
with any of the native powers of Hindustan.· The only 
instances I shall refer 'your LOl'ds~ips.to, ill ,additionl .a.r~~ 



.• 'APB.17eJ. that of Mr. Vansittart, in 1760; one of Lord Clive,: inUGS.; 
....... an instance in the case of Mr. Hastings, in 17't3 ; ·the. in

stance in question; the third in the: year' 1784 ; another by 
Lord Cornwallis,. the present Governor, in the year1787; 

Recent Act 
relating to 
the del_ 
tion or 
power. 

and, lastly, another in the year 1790. .,::. '. " , 
I am perfectly. aware that, by a late Act, the powers that 

were given to. Lord Cornwallis, iu the last-instance are eon
firmed. I think the Act of Parliament may be fairly stated 
not to have decided. anything .II.'! to. ,the, IIlltecedent legality. 
There is . nothing in' the Act, from the~ beginning to the end, 
that imports anything .of ·the antecedent illegality of it-It 
declares. the·:powers given. to. Lord Cornwallis. to be . legal 
from the beginning, and the acts done nnder it.·, And it was 
proper to do so; when it is considered that the powers Lord 
,Cornwallis took in, 1790 were to. be exercised· in another 
settlement, not "immediately" the· subject of his own 'goverlL
ment, but when he was visiting anothel' ,distinct settlement, 
and carrying with him all the powers of .the· Government to 

. .. that place. In the instance ·of Lord 'Clive's ;delegation, I 
~:"ctiontft observe that the, East India Company, ,who' are infunped of 
by'et~ ce Lord Clive's·delegation, express the fullest approbationof·it 
Directors. .and of all that was done under it; and, in particular, state, in 

ltltters that we shall lay before your Lordships and which I 
will not particularly trouble you with, only stating one para
graph, which· seems to intimate an idea of. the Government 
at home, in 1765, as to. the propriety and legality of delega.
tions,*.,-they state, in the 74th paragraph of a letter dated 
the 24th of December, 1765,-

" We remark with pleasure that you are unanimous in your opinions." 

And they exprellsly state, ina1ettet of ' the 17th of May, 
1766,- " , 
. " We determined that the President' aDd Council might delegate their 
authority to any civil servant they please;" .'. .' . . 

The idea, therefore, of the rig4t. tQcielegate stands upon the 
established nsage of the Company, constantly notified to the 
Company at home, constantly approved by them, and the 
'legality of it DeVer in anyone instance questioned, till it was 
questioned upon the subject of this delegation: 
. Now, my Lords, I should think that this might have been 
'Sufficient to prevent its being made matter of criminal charge. 
'But, my Lords, I think it goes further; for. if this. be a 

. .. See documimtary evidence on the le~lit1 of delegations, in the "Minutes 
·oftheEvidence ... ·PP.1586 etllllq. "'.' '. -' ., 



power essentially necessary to be possesseel by every sovereign .. Au,ITet. 
authority, wherever it e~ists, and which must be. considered -
al existing in that remote country, exercising complete sove,. . 
reign authority. 8.$ between them and all the powers of India, 
and all the persons under their government, it is a necessary Necessi.tyof 
and essential power that they should be able to delegate some ~=lgrof 
person to carry' with him all the-powers of Government to theGt~vern. 
h 'tit h . men 1R t OBe personS'WI -w om It was ·necessary to; treat, to·settle, settJi!,g 

and to arrange matters. - !tis perfectly well known, the treaties, 

great importance that there is in the personal})resenceof,the 
first member ·ofilia·Government; . It~s 'well known, the 
impossibility in· some cases of treating through the medium 
of agents, or by· means of correspondence. If you cannot· 
bring the powers of India to· Calcutta,. in that large ana 
f,lxtensive empire, you must either all go up to them, or be 
able to delegate some individual togo up to negotiate with 
them. It is necessary for the prosperity of our affairs that 
'lIuch a power sh!>ul<l exist. .. 

Am I to be called upon to point out the clause in the Abseh!,,:,,.Of 

A f P I· . h' h h ..? N •. pro lbltlon, . ct 0 ar laDlent 1D. w lC t e -power IS given 0; It IS 

.enough for me to say there is nO clause against it. If for the 
good of the service :it does exist" anel has alwaysexistetl 
(I.Jld been exercised, it seems to' me that that is sufficient to: 
-establish its' legality, arid that that: new Act gives to the 
Company the power which was exercised, by the· old one. 
If I ain called upon to justify all the powers that have -
existed and that are every day exercised, I should feel 
myself at a loss. to do it. :We ·know how their powers have 
grown up with their. government in· that country ; the 
charter being' originally such' as. was adapted to a trading 
compnny. merely. If' you are to pursue· the· idea that dele- Delegation 

gates non p088unt tlelegare, you must say that' the Company, ~'~~:.bY 
.who in thelirst ..inst~nce: delegated ,authority, had'DDt the r::i~~. 
power of war and peace to give their servants abroad;· or vants. 

.any of the other' powers' they 'are 'exerCising every· day;. . . 
but we 1111 know that these· powers:ba\"c been found· to be' . 
necessary. They have not been made the 8ubjectof" express 
grant or expreasregulation. The:Government- here ha\'e 
debated in a degree with respect.to the right to these terri~ 
torial possessions; but the exercise of that power has grown 
up with their. possessions; and: this has been a power' exer-
.deed by. the' Government there froni an experience· of itS 
.utility I'nd:.necessity. 
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Jl4 APl\;1192. I find that strongly expressed in a letter of the Governor 
Letterot General, where, even subsequent to this, they had no 
~lfis.Com·difficulty, notwithstanding it had been made matter of 

express accusation against Mr. Hastings, to invest Lord 
Cornwallis with identically the same powers-I believe in 
most instances word for word-with this that is the subject 
of the charge. Lord Cornwallis and the rest of his Govern
ment stated. in their opinions upon that subject-U Weare 
going upon an important business: the law does not ex
pressly regulate what" are to be the powers :"-not having 
an idea. but that it was lawful they should have some power, 
hut the precise power, they say. was not' chalked out, but 
the necessity of the case justifies it The reason and pro
prietyof it dictate what ought to be done, when a fit and 
convenient occasion calls for the exercise of such powers. 
The service and the good of it call for what was done; and, 
therefore, if there was a. fit occasion for the present, it seems 
to me it removes all idea of there being any impropriety or 
illegality in tIle act that was done. . 

My Lords, I have dwelt upon this a little, because the 
argumeritsagainst the legality of what Mr. Hastings did
possessing, as I conceive he did, all the powers of the 

~Irgull!ent ot Council, under that authority which was given him in the 
.Iegalityor· 1781 h b d' . II h . alid' the c::wer year - ave een reste prlDClpa y upon t e mv Ity 
~meIT.~ of the powers that were given him. I conceive it never can 
~l:,~'%li0t be justly argued, that what would have been a legal power 

. if the UO\lncil had been full is made illegal hecause the 
Council was not full and consisted only of two; for, whether 
it consists of two or of one only, the argument as to the 
legality must be the same. They possess all the power of 
the Council hy the Act when reduced eyen to one. What
ever, therefore, all the Council could do legally when full, 
they could do when they consisted only of Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Wheler. . 

:Mann~r ot Another consideration upon this subject has been with 
:~:"::~:r ot respect to the manner in which this power was executed; 

and it is said that, Mr. Hastings having the designs that he 
I had declared in respect of Cheyt Sing, it· affords strong 

That the 
p.ower-and 

"'the plan 
intended to 
be pursued 

grounds of suspicion as to the purity of his motive and his 
consciousness of the rectitude of his plan of conduct, that he 
should not have put upon the record the powers given to 
him and the. plan of conduct that lie intended to pursue. 
They were powers of regulation for th~ better gover~ment 
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arid management of the zamindar,1 to form such 1. 

ments as were consonant with the engagements sul 
between the Raja and this Government. From whenc< 
argued, either that Mr. Hastings had nl!'t the intent t 
what afterwards be actually attempted to do, or that, ir~R 
had it, he was conscious it was not a proper thing to bear' 
the light and to pui upon· the records of the Company. 
I observe that exactly the same thing was done with respect Just 
to the powers that were given to the President in the P""" 

year 1773. The instructions for the conduct of that Presi-
dent, who was going up then with a delegation .of power, APR. 1792. 

were ordered not to be entered upon the consultations, that 
they might not transpire, because, if they did transpire, it 
might have an improper effect; and, therefore, it was the 
opinion of the Government in 1781-or of Mr. Hastings in 
the year 1781-that to have stated upon the records of the 
Company that he was going up the country, for the purpose 
of calling Cheyt Sing to an account and oJ imposing a fine 
upon him, would have been improper. In the first place, 
that, when it rested in intention, to be governed by events, it 
was not right to be put upon the record. In the next place, 
if it had transpired it could have had no good effect, but 
might have had a very bad one; for if the Raja had after 
that· resisted, it might have been said-" He did resist 
because he knew what you were coming up for; he knew 
you were about to inflict severe punishment upon him." In 
the next 1>lace, as to any argument derived from Mr. Hast-
ings wishing to conceal it, that is sufficiently obviated by 
the proof there is of his actual J;lotification of that purpose to 
Mr. Wheler, his colleague in office. The putting it upon 
the records of the Company could do no more at the time 
than communicate it to' Mr. Wheler; aud to Mr. Wheler 
a prjvate communication answered the same purpose. He 
communicated it to Mr. Wheler, and received his approba-
tion as to what he conceived of Cheyt Sing and his proposed 
plan of conduct respecting him; and that seems to me a 
more proper modc of executing the same thing. 

'Vith respect to the generality of the powers, I conceive Th!!l!'cne-

h ~. t b d . d fi h" h M H rahtyotthe t e lIur argumen to e erlve rom t IS IS, t at r. ast-'pjwer8, 
ings had DO design to dispossess the Raja. He certainly 
had DOt. He meant to do something short of actual dis
possession; and from thence a fair argument, as it seems to 
me, arises, that Mr. Hastings, who is supposed uniformly to 
have pursued lIS his object the ruin of Cheyt Sing, should 
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Fe followed up the ill behaviour.of Cheyt Sing with 
le,,}sequence; thlJot he should have forborne to execute it 
.('~t manner. I.conceive, therefore, that, 'in no way of 
)dering the sJ~-oject of the delegation of powers, does 

c~e arise any just argument against the purity of the 
motive or the legality of the powerd that were give~ 

.' I have already,stated to your .Lordships one of the objects 
.oing of Mr. Hastings in going up to Benares to have been the 

regulation 6f the police. There was another object likewise 
- a subordinate one. It appearil, by the intimation that he 
gives to Mr. Markham to provide the documents ready for 
him, that he meant to make some regulations with respect to 
the commerce in the country, concerning which there had 
been many complaints, and which. he afterwards beneficially 
arranged for the conn try by some very operative duties. To 
regulate this zamindary imdto propose arrangements in it 
was of itself a :fit object of attention, at the time Mr. Hast
ings was ;going to the Upper Provinces to have a meeting 
with the Nawab Wazit', and to take an 9Pportunity of 
meeting· the minidter of the Raja of Berar at Benares; for 
the purpose of getting the Raja of Berar to act against the 
confederated states. With all these views Mr. Hastings 
proceeded to Benares. . 

Proceedings . The next subject for your Lordships' consideration is, the 
at Benares. proceedings that took place at. Benares after he went there. 

The first su~ject that is adverted to in the Charge is-for 
the whole of the proceedings at Benares are the subject or 
the 22d paragraph of the Article in question: the proceed.,. 
ings at Benares are aU stated, and are the subject of -that 

~t~eeting paragraph-the first respects the meeting between Mr. Hast
Si~. heyt ings and Cheyt Sing; Cheyt Sing came to' Buxar for the 

purpose of meeting Mr. Hastings j in what manner did Cheyt 
Sing come attended to that meeting? .. 

My Lords, it will appear, by the evidence that I shall beg 
leave to refer your Lordships to; of several witnesset', that a. 
very extraordinary conduct was pursued by Cheyt Sing 
respecting that meeting, antecedent to its taking place j-=. 

Design ,!f and your Lordships will find clear· proof of Cheyt Sing's 
Cheyt SlOg 'f,' h . hid' of prep"rillg mam estmg upon t at occaSlOn t e same genera eSlgn-not 
torrebellion. of immediately, at that time, resisting openly the British 

Government, not of immediately bursting out into rebe~lion, 
but of putting himself into that state of preparation to be 
ready to resist the orders of Government, and, in case of an 
atteinpt to enforce the 'orders of Government, to repel it by 
force.' . 
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CONCLUSION OF THE SPEECH OF THOMAS PLUMER, 
ESQ., COUNSEL FOR MR. HASTINGS, IN DEFENCE 
UPON THE FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CHARGE, 
RELATING TO BENARES; 26 APRIL, 1792. 

WITH the permission of your Lordships, I presume now 26 APB.1792. 

to resume the consideration of the first Article of the Charge, -
at the point at which I left off when I had last the honour of 
appearing at your Lordships' bar, hoping to be allowed by 
your Lordships' favour to conclude, this day, what I have 
remaining to offer upon this subject. 

Your Lordships will recollect that the point at which the Journey to 
consideration left off last was the journey to Benares; and, lIenares. 

having already considered what the chaJ'ges against Mr. 
HaStings are respecting his intentions of proceeding against 
the Raja, prior to his going up to Benares, the Charge now 
takes up what he actually did at Benares-the conduct of 
Mr. Hastings and the conduct of Cheyt ~ing. 

My Lords, the first point which is contained in the 22d Termsoftbe 
paragraph, upon this subject, is,- Charge. 

"That Mr. Hastings wickedly and maliciously undertook this journey 
to Benares. the motive and the ubject of it being to harrass and oppress 
and ruin Cheyt Sing, and to extort large sums of money from him with- Extortion of 
out any just and reasonable cause ;" money. 

and the Article states this to be aggravated-
.. although Cheyt Sin~ had a short time before, knowing the malice of 
the said W &nen Hastmgs, offered to pay the sum of twenty l.acks of 
rupees for the service of the East India Company." 

i.. ,.,on this subject, Mr. Hastings is charged, in his conduct Cruelty and 

personally towards Cheyt Sing, with having been guilty of~=on 
wanton cruelty, and of tyrannical and oppressive conduct, Cbeyt Sing. 

notwithstanding the most humble submissive demeanour on 
the part or the Raja. It is imputed to him that the rebellion 
that took place was raised by his violence, breach of faith 
and oppression; • and the expulsion of Cheyt Sing is one of 
the acts charged upon him as a high crime and misde
me:mour. 

My Lords, with respect to the object of the journey,Objl'Ctot 
:Mr. Hastinga has stated the transactions at Benares to have ~~=~ 
been but a secondary and subordinate object; the primary 
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26 APn.1792. one Leing to endeavour, if possible, to retrieve the Com
the C;;;. pany's affairs, upon the other points which. I took the 
~~r::. liberty of stating to your I.ord:>hips, when I was considering 

the delegation of power:> given to Mr. Hastings in this year 
-that the Company's aff!,irs at that period did require every 
possible means of resource to relieve them from the ruin that 
was hanging over them, when it is recollected that, at that 
period, we had to contend, upon one coast, with Hyder Ali, 
with II. very inferior army. opposed to him, and upon the 

~~:'r~'ft"he other, with the l\1ahrattas; that the peace prof erred to the 
Company. Mahrattas had been rejected; that both these Presidencies 

stated, in repeated and crying complaints to Bengal, that 
they must derive all their resources entirely from Bengal; 
that at that time a famine began to rage at :Madras, in 
addition to the other. calamities, and t.hat all the letters 
written by Sir Ey!,"e Coote, and by the Governors at Madras 
and Bombay repreliiented that they must have seven lacs of 
pagodas a m(:mth, every kauri of which must come froIQ 
Bengal, that the army must be disbandell, and t.he whole 
country reduced to ruin, unless Bengal could supply them 
both with money, and with grain and provisions for their 
subsistence; that at that period Bengal itself was in the 
greatest distress, the army in every station of it considerably 
in arrear, the treasury exhausted, so much that, in Decem
ber, 1780, it was represent.ed by the Government of Bengal 
to the Directors at home that they would probably be under 
the necessity of a considerable reduction, jf not 8 total sus
pension, of theirinvestmellt. 

Justification My Lords, I do not urge this in any degree as an excuse 
oftbeline. for intending to impose upon Cheyt Sing a fine 'beyond what 

he deser\·ed. Mr. Hastings never has urged the distresses 
of the Company as a reason for that act. I have endea
yourell to justify that measure independently of it, and to 
show that, upon consideration of what Cheyt Sing had actu
ally done, the intended fine was less than he merited. But, 

ObJ~ctor my Lordd, I state what was t.he situation of the Company's 
thcjollrney ffi' I·' If· r 'I f h . h to procure a mrs at. t Hl.t pel'lO( 0 time lor t 1e purpose Q S owmg t e 
fh~oc:;~for obvious motive that dictated a journey to the upper. stations 
~'::,'!t~ at that period-that it was an endeavour) if possible, to 

obtain both by arrangements with the Uaja of Berar, whose 
minister was to meet Mr. Hastings at Bellares, and, by endea
"ouring, if possible, to retrieve the. affitirs of Oude from 
whence there was, I think, very near a hunllred and thirty 
lacs due to us~a million and a half sterling-to endeavour 
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if possible, to obtain· the liquidation of that deb~ which was 26 An..179"~ 
the only resource to feed all the various exigencies that lvere -
pressing upon us at that period. It was incumbent upon 
the Government to endeavour to effect this, if there was any 
the least chance of success. I hope it will he sufficient to 
show that the obvious motive for it was not that which if! 
imputed-a design to ruin Cheyt Sing, but that it an 
from a desire to endeavour, jf he could, to obtain some re-
sources f~r the relief of the Company's affilirs. 

In another point of view, it has also appeared to me fit to Cheyt Sing
d 

d h f d· ·d bl . enconrage a vert to t at state 0 lstress as a conSI era e aggravatIon to resistance 

of the guiit of Cheyt Sing-to account for why Cheyt ~~nt;:com. 
Sing should conduct himszlf in the manner that he did; distresses. 

having, in the earlier periods of it, been induced to resist the 
orders of the Board by the dis.3ensions in the Board, and 
afterwards to do it, by the distresses that hung upon the 
Company. 
~y Lords, it has been said-" Why did Mr. Hastings go Objection of 

Up to Benares with eo emaIl a. force,. if he believed Cheyt ~~!,'r';gto 
Sing to be meditating resistance against the Government ?- !r:ha.r:~mall 
Why did he not take a sufficient force to preveRt it? He force. 

could not believe it to be true, because if he had, he would 
have taken the proper means to prevent it -; and if he did 

·not believe it, then his conduct is arbitrary, tyrannical and 
oppressive, in imputing to him guilt that did not exist." 
My Lords, I have already examined that suhject, as to the ~isbrJiero( 
reality of Cheyt Sing's designs and the reality of his guilt; in~in~t
but I do admit that Mr. Hastings did not at that time he- ~t~~ro~';~ 
lieve--what afterwards turned out to be the fact- that he ~=t:.":c!0r 
did not believe at any time that lle had designs of immediate . 
resistance; but that it was to depend, as Mr. Hastings bas 
expressly stated, upon one or other of two events-a Mah-
mtta invasion or the arrival of a French armament; that he 
had only put himself ill It state of preparation for opell re-
volt when an opportunity should present itself. That Mr. 
Hastings did not, in point of fact, expect immediate t-esist
ance-that he did not think Cheyt Sing had arrived at that 
state when he would attempt it-undoubtedly is the fact; 
and without which I should be nt a loss to explain the consist-
ency or propriety of Mr. Hastings' conduct in not intending 
absolutely to' dispossess him of his zamindary. But with the Desi~ of 

idea that Mr. Hastings entertained, that;though he had bad r,~:~~nf . 
designs, it was yet not entil'ely hopeless to bring him back ~~~ of hIS 
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26A1'B.17911. to a sense of his duty, by his personal presence and the 
means he proposed to adopt for that purpose-with that 
design, it seems not at all inconsistent or improper that Mr. 
Hastings should not have that degree of force that might 
have created an alarm in the country, and held out to our 
numerous enemies a. prospect of dissension within ourselves, 
and that the Governor Generru. was under the necessity of 
proceeding with an armed force to execute the orders of the 
.Board upon a refractory zamindar. It seems to me, there
fore, to have been a wise policy not to have collected together 
the forces for that purpose, unless it was absolutely necessary. 

The small· But I thin~ that the circumstance of going with so small 
~o':e°!t~Of a force may very justly be urged as an argument against what 
&~fe':t~\!~. is here.imputed to M~. Hastin~s-that he desig';led to effect';late 

the rum of Cheyt Smg. IS It probable that, If Mr. Hastings 
hal been pursuing that as his favourite object and plan for four 
years. together, when he ultimately was going to carry that into 
execution, he should take no force with. him for the purpose 
whichis supPQsedto be the primary design of the whole of 
his conduct; and that having the power to adopt the mean~ 
for that purpose, he should abandon it when he was going in 
person to execute it? On the contrary, is it not a fair argu
ment against the imputation of that design in Mr. Hastings 
to· ruin a zamindar, in his own city, amidst all hia for<;e, 
that he should not take the means of. effectuating it? ' 

Aggravation But it is said that the conduct of Mr. Hastings was aggra
~';~:3!: vl\ted because of the offer that had been made. by Chey~ 
otapresent. Sing, and that. that offer was from a knowledge of Mr. 

Hastings' malice against him. ·The evidence that is adduced 
upon that subject is the affidavit of Major Palmer, who 
says, ir,l page 273,...,..-

" The Governor General further declared to this deponent in the same 
conversation that an offer from the Rajah,but indirectly, had been made 
to him of twenty lacks of rupees for the public service, as a retribution 
for his failure of engagements." . 

1'hat is the whole of the evidence upon the ground of 
which they state the cause of that offer to have been a know
ledge of Mr. Hastings' malice! My Lords, it is enough for 
me to say that the evidence they produced. assigns another 
and a more probable motive for it, namely, a knowledge of 
his own guilt and an offer to atone for it. But,.my Lords, if 
that offer, by which the offender was to appreciate his own 
guilt, was· not deemed an adequate onel it Was! the dutr of 
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those who were to call him to account and to punish him not 26 APx.1792. 
to accept it. -

In the first place, the sincerity of the offer and the proper 
execution of it your Lordships will judge of, perhaps, from 
the whole of thi.. person's conduct, in which he had certainly 
been making an offer and amusing and delaying the Govern
ment from the beginning. Your Lordships will judge whe
ther, if he had made that offer and no steps were taken to 
enforce it, there was any probability it would have been 
complied with. But if the judgment 'was that he ought to 
have forty or fifty lacs imposed upon him, and if what he 
offered was. not a moiety of it, that affords no argument 
againtlt the propriety of the intended conduct with respect 
to Cheyt Sing. , 

The next thing adverted to is the conduct of Cheyt Sing Conduc~ot 
,at the meeting with :Mr. Hastings, upon the 14th or the ~th~h!~~~t;. 
15th of August and on the following day; at which time, it ~.'ii!.,\ 
is represented that the humble and submissive' demeanour ofiugs. 
the 'zamindar's conduct ought to have disarmed all idea of 
his entertaining any bad designs against the Government, 
and must have afforded the most complete proof of his fidelity, 
attachment and obedience. My Lords, he met Mr. Hast-
ings at Buxar; and the Article enumerates with great par
ticularity all the minute circumstances of his external 
demeanour that WOlre exhibited at that place. He went on 
board Mr. Hastings' boat; eommunicated with him upOQ the 
subject; and the Article states-- ' 

cc That he did. by every means in his power. endeavour to pay every 
mark of respect and attention to the said W &nen Hastings, did express 
the utmost distress and concern at having given any supposed cause of 
offence to him. and assured him that his zemindary and all he possessed 
were at hill devotion. and did accompany his words with actions strongly 
expre8llive of his sincerity." 

My Lords, these are the passages selected from the 
Narrative of Mr. Hastings of the conduct of the Raja at tbis 
meeting-and I should have thought that, when it was 
professed to give what actually passed at that ineeting and 
the conduct of the Raja upon it, it might have: been as well 
to have stated the whole of what pasl!ed, antI not to have 
described it in the manner the Article does--that. it- was an 
admission that he exprrssed his conCern for a· supposed 
cause of offence; when the account from which this is taken 
states, that, upon its being stated to him what the charges 
were aO'ainst him, he expressly admitted the truth of them
Dot that it was a supposed cause of . offence, but he admitted 
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26A1'11.1791l. the reality of it. My Lords, the account is given in the 
J!:is admis. II Oth page of your Lordships' printed Evidence,-
slonofthe • 
char:: him. " And then"-¥r. Hastinll's sta~es-" he prof~s.sed much c!lnce~ to 
aga hear that I was displeased With hlIIl, and contrition for haYing gmlli 

cause for it; assuring me that his zemindary and all that he possessed 
was at.my devotion. He expressed his fears for Ousan Sing, who.had 
been some days in my suit, and of the .intrigues of his relations: and he 
accompanied his words by an action either strongly expressive of the 
agitation of his mind or his desire to impress on mine a conviction of his 
sincerity,-by laying his turban on my lap, I replied, that I had not 
seen Ousan Sing nor concerned myself about him, nor should I descend 
to be a party in his family disagreements; that my business was with 
him and him only; that what he had heard or might have conjectured 
of my displeasure was true; and I entered into a full discussion of the 
causes of it-that I had been already once deceived by his oaths and 
protestations, and should not suffer my purposes to be changed or my 
duty to be overruled by any verbal concessions or declarations, which 
were made with little cost and for the observance of which I had no 
pledge rior warrant to credit them. He pleaded his inability to answer 
my charges against him, admitted that he was in every respect faulty" 
but desired that I would forget the past and form my opinion of him on 
his future behaviour." 

It is stated that the Raja, upon this occasion, exhibited 
marks of his sincerity. If he was sincere in what he did, 
was he sincere in what he said ? If he was, he confessed his 
guilt. If' the charges then were confessed by the person 
against whom' they were directed, they can hardly be, ,vhat 
they are stated in the next sentence of the Article, when 
reduced intp writing against him the next day," false, 
wicked and malicious," having been just before admitted to 
be true. by the· person against whom they were presented. 
It can hardly, likewise, be true, what was stated here, that, 
when they were exhibited against him in writing, the Raja, 
in his written answer, in direct contradiction to his verbal 
one, entered into what is stated to be a complete justification 
or a full denial. There is that inconsistency in the conduct 
of the Raja at one time and another.· If he was sincere at 
one time in admitting his guilt, it could hardly be, what is 
stated, that he offered afterwards a complete justification or 
a full denial of it. 

But when what actually passed at this meeting is slated, 
in order to show the Raja's submiesion and humility, I am a 
little surprised that those WllO describe what passed should 
have entirely.. overlooked, when they were stating this cir~ 

Circum· circumstance of the turban in the lap. what seemed to me a 
.tance of his I' I l'd f f h t h" 1 I d d . bringing Itt e mOl'e SO I proo 0 w a 18 rea p an an eSlgns 
with him were, namely, that he had brought with him at that meeting, 
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what is here described to have been, in the very same page 26APB.17911; 

-~' a great fleet of boots, which, as I afterwards learned, 2000a;;"ed 
were crowded with two thousand armed and chosen men." men. 
My Lords, that circumstance was altogether overlooked! 
But we are told that all this preparation was mere compli--
ment and intended 88 matter of respect. It is a singular 
instance of respect to be shown by a zamindnr to the reIJre
sentative of his so\"ereign, who came with a very small suite 
and attendance, that he should IDeet him with an army; 
that he should come down with two thousand men and eleven 
hunJred .cavalry; and that as a mark of respect to that 
power to whom he had constantly represented his inability 
to furnish them with one horsc! It is a singular instance 
of compliment, that he should show the parade of eleven 
hundred horse, when he had constantly represented that he 
could not furnish the Company with one; for, though be 
made a talk about five hundred, he never mustered a single 
horse! 

In the next place, I think it could bardly be thought C'.ontrary to 
matter of compliment, when it is considered what are tbe usage. 

established ceremonials even between equals. To state an 
instance to your Lordships :-when Mr. Hastings went to 
meet Snja.ud-Dowla, and Suja-ud-Dowla learned that he 
came with a small attendance, Suja-ud-Dowla dismissed the 
attendants tbat were coming down with him, [as it] might 
be deemed incivility between individuah, if he came with 
a larger suite than the person who came to meet him. It 
could hardly be considered as a mark of respect, that a person, 
who must be considered as being in an inferior situation, 
should come down with a superior force to meet the repre
sentative of his sovereign. 

This fact of his coming with a superior force does not The fact of 

stand merely upon the account given in this passage in the }:~~e: 
" Narrative, " but is verified by several depositions, and one :~~.k 
of an officer in Cheyt Sing's service at the time, ,vho was . 
actually executing the orders of Cheyt Sing upon that occa-
sion-a commandant of eleven hundred men in the service 
of Cheyt Sing, and who was one of the persons engaged in 
the rebellion afterwards. Your Lordships will find this fact 
stated in three depositions :---one in page 235; another in 
24.8 j . and a third in 249. It app~rs there that Cheyt Sing, 
upon the intimation of :Mr. Hastings' pro:posed journey to 
Benares, had given directions for the collectIon of this force; 
that it consisted, I think, by different accounts of it, of about 
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2G APB. 1792. 2,000 or 2,250 men.:.-infantry andeavalry; that he was-
- attended by a person of the name of. Munnihar Sing. and 

Sadanund Bakhshi, and by all his chosen and confidential 
friends and officerS upon that occasion ;-and your Lordships 
will find it not an immaterial circumstance, by and by. to 
note who were h~s attel)dants. If there could have been 
any doubt respecting the real object of this force, one of the 
affidavits seems to me entirely to remove it, by stating what 
was the Raja's own declared purpose of it; for your Lord
ships will find iIi. this affidavit, in page 235 [of the printed 
Evidence]. an account given of it by one of Cheyt Sing's 
people, in these words--: 

Affidavit of " The Rajah Cheyt S"mg having reflected· on his conduct determined 
~~e~r ~ieyt with his confidential. people that it was necessary· he himself should go 
l~:~. 0 

- to meet Mr. Hastings, but that he should go from the place where he 
was with such a force and witp such preparations as would enable him 
to act both hy land and by water, and impress the above-mentioned 
gentleman with an idea; of his superior strength, for that Mr. Hastings 
had with him but a Snla.ll number of troops; and, if he should have 
entertained any m.in~ntiQns towa.rds him, on observing the number and 
force of his followers, he would be led to recollect that nothing could be 
effected and, consequently, be deterred from making the attempt; there
fore he gave information and particular directions to a.ll his soldiers and 
attendants that .he was going to meet Mr. Hastings, and that they should 
1;10ld themselves in readiness to proceed-that they should go by water. 
for which purpose a fleet of boats was prepared; for the Governor General 
would come by water, and, consequently, his fleet of boats would come 
with him, it was necessary the Rajah should have a fleet of boats also, 
that his people might . be always near at. hand; that 8. body of cavalry 
8houl~ proceed by land, and tents be pitched at two places between Ram
nagur and Bwear, for at a.ll events he must meet the Governor General. 
Accordingly, on the] 6th of Shaubaun, the Rajah ·set out from Ramnagur 
by water to meet Mr. Hastings. Thejemmadars and huzzaries-Jaafur 
Khan, Dillal Khaun, Juttoo Khan, Kubburdust Khan, Lulloo the son of 
Kalina Mull, Rambuksh Baulkisken, &c., altogether near five hundred 
horse,. also ja.maadars of foot with matchlock men, &c., near two thousand, 
pr~ceeded along the southern bank of~he Ganges: and, 'bywater, the 
Rajah was attended by a fieet of boats, m number about a hundred and 
forty, in which were embarked Sadanund -Buxey, Golaum Hoossein Tay, 
Mirza Fyz-ullah;Bug Bauboo, poordbigey Sing, Munnear Sing, Purta,ul 
Roodur Sing, Doond Buhadre Sing, Ahlaud Missur, Meer .. Hossein 
Ally, &c. Shea.kh Mahomed Aumeen, commandant of the Sepoy bat
talions, Dabee Sing, Muhommed Moraud Dhun Sing, and Hukkonut 
Sing, soubadars. with two companies of Sepoys, Huzzoore pea.dahs and 
matchlocks-in a.ll .• about2,OUO men-Gudur Mull ,and Bullum Dass, 
who were stationed at Ghauzipoor, joined by orders from the Rajah, who 
afterwards arrived ,;,t Bux!,!, and had ali interview with Mr .. Hastings." 

I wiUnot t~ouble- yoU:r Lordships, with. reading other 
accOunts .th,at are given, with some little va.riation as to the 
~istrib~tion.of ~lW fO~·Qe •. pqt JlJer ~eilt~onjhe. fact of accom~ 
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panying him by land and by water with the force that is 26APB.I'19Z. 

here stated. I should have thought that, when it appeared -
there was this force, and when there was evidence, which is 
before your Lordships, of the declared purpose for which 
it was collected-I should have thought it just as 
material to be adverted to as the circumstance of offering 
and presenting his turban in the lap! 

But your' Lordships will find that nothing, in point of The troops 

fact, was actually done by this force at that time. It appears, ~~~;Iy 
by one of the commanding officers, that this force returned ~th:~~at 
with the Raja and was stationed in the neighbourhood of a 
place called Shewalla. * Your Lordships will please to 
recollect that· name-'-an unfortunate name for the British 
force-round which and in the neighbourhood of which was 
stationed this prepared force-collected, officered and in
structed, in the manner that I have stated, prior to the 
arrival of Mr. Hastings. 

Mr. Hastings, when he came to Benares, is stated to 
have-
R wantonly, arbitrarily and tyrannically, degraded and insulted, and 
falsely accused him, the said Rajah, of certain acts of misgovennent, and 
of disaffection and breach of faith and du~ to the East India Company, 
and of other crimes and offences, which sald pretended offences were set 
forth in a certain paper writing, delivered or ordered to be delivered to 
the said Rajah, by the said Warren Hastings;" 

and then it states that the Raja did, in the most sub
missive and humble manner, either fully deny or offer a 
complete justification of himself from the false, wicked and 
malicious, charges brought against him. . 

Now, my Lord. s, the charges are stated in a letter that !4r·!lhaRst- . 

Ch S· d h'h" h h tngsc rgcs was sent to eyt mg, an . w lC IS 10 t e 115t page, M:ust, 
and the answer to it is in the following ·page. The acCU- c yt Bmg. 

sations against Cheyt Sing exhibited "y Mr. Hastings relate 
principally to three subjects :-first, his misconduct in' 
respect of the subsidy in the year 1780; secondly, the 
demand of cavalry not being complied with; thirdly, the 
breach of those engagements i~ respect to the police. Ii is 
stated that all this was " false, wicked and malicious." I 
have already troubled your Lordships with the discussion of 
that subject. 'Vhether it was false, wicked and malicious. 
to charge Cheyt Sing with neglect of duty in these instances 
and upon these subjects, or not, your Lordships, who have. 
heard th~ ~v:\qence. wUl decide.... .' _ .. .._. , . _ .... .... . 

• Shewalla Ghat, the locality of ChepSing'. palace ~. Bena.res. 
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1I6 APR. 17911. My L()J;ds, Cheyt Sing delivered what is stat~d to be a 
raIse ~lIega. complete justification or a full denial in the most humble, 
~g~~oSing. subl!lissive, manner. Your Lordships will find that ·that 
In answer. full denial consists of allegations that are false; and his com-

plete justification is entirely frivolous. He asserts, in point 
of fact, t.hat, from the arrival of Sheik Ali N ucki,which was 
prior to the year 1778, for he was there in the year 1778-
from his arrival, he says- . 

" I observed sll the orders which you sent me ;"-he says-" I sent 
my Buxey Suddllnund to your presence, enjoining him to represent to 
you the firmness of my obedience and attachment. to lay before you the 
particulars of my situation and to learn the diaposition of your mind 
towards me. He arrived accordingly in your presence, and represented 
everything in a proper manner. I have never deviated in the smallest 
degree from these professions." * 

That· is his assertion~ Is it a full denial consistent with 
Num~or truth? Your Lordships have heard the evidence. . He says, 
::..';i'~his with respect to the horse, that he had only thirteen hundred. 

I will call e\·idence to prove that to be directly false; that 
he had in his service to the number of, I believe, three 
thousand. He has stated that he collected five llulldred 
horse, and, as 1\ substitute for the remainder, five hundred 
burkundazes. I will prove that he never could be brought 
to muster one. So much as to his full denial! His complete 
justification upon both these demands-the demand of subsidy 

Plea that no and the deman\l of horse-is, that an answer was not sent to 
::~:,er.,wht! his letters. Wi-I;h respect to the hru!iness of. the subsidy he 
letter. reo says-
qnestmg 
:f~n:~~hl.t " In this manner I complied with the utmost readiness \\-i.th the order 
subsidy. you sent me for the payment of five lacks of rupees, on account of the 

expences of the war. I sent :first one lack of rupees, with an answer to 
your letter. Afterwards, having paid to Mr. Fowke the sum of one lack 
and 70,000 rupees, I sent a letter requesting a further allowance of time 
to enable me to make some preparations. To this 1 received no reply." 

He urges, that. no answer was sent· to his letter as a reason 
for his noncompliance with the orders of the Board upon 

Mr. Fowku's that. subject. This letter is that very letter which, when he 
=!~!:.to gave it to Mr. Fowke to send down to Calcutta, and desired 
rents in the him to back it with a small petition on his behalf, Mr. Fowke 
etter. told him that tIle allegations contained in it were such 

that .he could not be justified in inserting them in his own 
letter, for that, when they were read, they must appear to be 
ridiculous. Y oui" Lordships recollect that letter. It is stating 

... Letter from Cheyt Sing to Mr. Hasungs.-Printed in the "Narrative of 
the Insurrection in Benares," p. 1 i. . 
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poverty and urging them for three or four months time to 2~ A~791. 
pay that which he ought to pay immediately. When he 
stated that to Mr. Fowke, Mr. Fowke said the necessities 
of the Company were pressing, that it had the appearance of 
an appropriation, and that, when be considered the wealth 
he, Cheyt Sing, had from his father, his pretences of 
povel-ty were ridiculous. Notwithstllnding that, he sends a 
letter, knowing that it was ridiculous and knowing the falsity 
'bf it; and because no answer is sent to that letter is his 
complete justification for not obeying the order of the Board. 

Now is it true that no answer was sent to it? The lettel' Orderactu· 

wns read in the consultation on the ~th of September; and ~:rn::~: 
upon that very day the ,most substantial and, what ought to ~~~~~~ll~ 
have been, the most impressive answer was sent to thnt the letter. 

letter; for it appears, in page 93 of the Evidence-
"Ordered "-after reading this letter--"that Mr. Fowke do inform 

the Rajah that the Doare! are much displeased with those affected delays, 
knowing his ability to make immediate payment of the subsidy, and that 
he peremptorily require him to discharge it." 

The letter ,vas sent to Mr. Fowke, who snys he has com
municated it to the Rnjl1, that the Board censured Ilis 
letter, kne\v his ability, and required payment. l.'hat is False statt\o 

his complete justification I He sny~, with respect to the ::'~:i:-:;;bis 
horse _ olfer of 

, horse. 

" You desired me in your letter to inform you of what number I could 
afford to station with you, and I sent you a particular account of 11.11 that 
were in my service, amounting to thirteen hundred horse, of which 
several were stationed at different places, but I received no answer to 
this." 

In the first place, that is not the representation he sent 
down, for he made an offer only of two hundred and fifty. 
In the Dext place, he did receive an answer, for Mr. Markham 
was sent up with an nnswer to him subsequent to that letter, 
which he delivered upon the 7th of January, 1781; and 
Mr. ~Iarklllun, who went up in February, carried the orders 
from the Governor General and a parwana. to thnt effect, 
requiring him to send the horse; amI he admits it just 
afterwards, which is a. considerable inconsistency, for he 
says-" I received no answer: Mr. Markham ordered me to 
prepare a thousand horse. » 'Vas not t!tat an answer? He 
then says he told Mr. Markham that they were ready to go· 
to whatever place they were to be sent to. "No answer was 
Fent upon this head, and I remained astonished at it." Why, 
when Mr. Markham had been all along constantly pressing 
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26 APL 1'19B. him a.ild telling him-" Your answer to our letter" -"-just as 
- - Mr. Fowke .had told him-"your pretence of inability-is 

ridiculous. There are horse parading before yon sufficient 
·to answer the demand of Government. You received an 
answer to your -letter· from me. You know I possess the 
representative· authority of the Board. The Board will 
not remit the demand; they want it!" That was made to 
him repeatedly, month after month. That was a full inti~ 
mation to him, and must have removed all possibility of 
doubt respecting this demand. These are the complete 
justifications! . . 

Cheyt Sins's With respect to the police and . the administration of 
raIse ., h "I ha' !I- • I answers to Justice, e says,-, . ve given. my amll15 most partlCD ar 
!~:~~ injunctions, and have taken a penalty bond from them that 
~hetiadmi;iso they shall . keep no thieves in their districts." Taken a 
j,';;ti:' 0 penalty bond! So he has ; 'and. so did we take e~aagements 

f~om him not to do it; but these engagements were violated, 
and violated. in a place where his amils were not kept, 
namely, in the city of 'Benares, which was under his own 
immediate government. "What powe~ had they to act 
otherwise? But, if ever a murder or robbery is committed 
in the country, I have been careful to impale or otherwise 
punish the culprit." That is. hi~ fulJ.denial. . That I will 
prove to be directly [false]. He then says-" I have ne\'el' 
swerved in the smallest degree from my duty to you." That 
is hiS"' assertion. If that be true, all the evidence. I have 
been stating, and which you have now heard brought forward 
by the prosecutor, in part, and. which we shall complete-all 
that is false from the beginning to the end. I conceive, 
therefore, that I have shown that this answer of Cheyt 
Sing's, which is held up as such a model of submission, is not. 
at least with respect to all the substantial parts of it, true 
in point of fact, or satisfactory as a justification. . 

AII~ sub- .. But jt is said that Mr. Hastings must have been a tyrant 
!:}ic.~~~ess -a despot-to consider this letter as otherwise than what it 
Sing's letter. is stated by the honourable Managers; it.is disgusting from 

its extreme servility; from .its abject meanness and sub~ 
mission, yet did Mr. Hastings conceive it to be otherwise. 
And. the honourable Manager said, if it be not submissive,· 
he sho.uld be glad to hear a specimen of any letter that 
can be .so. 'Vith respect. to all the. common forms t.hat 
are adopted in that country as the ornamental parts of 
letteril. I ~ve ,no doubt but. that all those decorations are. 
iits~rtcd·in it; bl,lt,whe~ W9 extract:them, where do we find 
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anything that. indicatell real submission? 1" should rather 28 APB.17\lS. 

have thought it would have been a letter more deserving of -.
that character if he had done what Mr. Hastings says he 
did not .do. He says it was. "less a vindication. of himself 
than a recrimination on me." So it was; for, instead of 
admitting himself to be at all to blame, be throws ~l the 
blame upon the Governor, and 8ays-" it' is all your fault, 
because you would not answer my letters." 
: Mr. Hastingssays-" It expresses no concern for the It contained 

causes of complaint contained in my letter, or desire to ~o~fJ.~cem 
a~one for, them, nor the smallest intention to pursue a ::::':far~t. 
different line of conduct." 

My Lords, in all these reepec~s I think it was defective in 
submission. It would have been more a .model of a sub
missive letter if it had given some hope that he was sensible 
of his guilt and meant to nvoid' the repetition of it; that he 
was willing to make an atonement for it, and express some' 
concern for what was past; when, after an admission of his 
own guilt in person, he could be brought the next day, 
when he had got among his friends and adherents, tQ write 
a letter in answer to these charges which were proved, to 
say,- . 

.. I do not feel m1self in the least to blame. You have not 'done 
your duty; the fault 18 yours; you did not answer my letters. But, in 
all that respects me, I have never Bwerved from my duty." 

If that was his idea of his duty-if he thought to resist' all 
the orders of Government for four years together was a fit 
discharge of his duty, it waS high time .to teach him a 
different lesson. It was .very little to be expected that a 
man who could conceive this to be a discharge of duty would 
not conduct himself in the same way in future; and, there
fore, if it. was proper to prevent the repetition of such 
conduct, it was certainly necessary after this to take some 
means for teaching the Raja that that was not a due' per
formance of his duty . 
. Mr. Hastings says that he considered this answer, 

"Couched in terms of defiance to requisitions of 80 serious a nature, Interpreta
as a strong indication of that spirit of independency which the Rajah fi:, of the 
has for Borne years past assumed, and of which, . indeed, I had early della~::: of 
observed other manifest symptoms, both before and from the instant of the Com-

. 1" pany's my arrlva •. autnority. 

Therefore it is thnt this Jetter is looked upon by Mr. Hastings, 
not singly and abstractedly by itself, but coupled with aU 
the antecedent conduct of the Raja, coupled with lIll-the' 
informatio~ h~ had hall .. of t~ .bad designs of the Raja, 
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28 APK.1792 •. coupled with· those preparations he had made. Dy putting 
- all the circumstances together, was not Mr. Hastings justi

fied in considering then, what indeed he had been too tardy 
in believing, that the Raja did entertain a spirit of inde
pendency? 

Mr. Hastings says :-

.. Under these alanning appearances of the Rajah's conduct and dis
position, I conceived myself indispensably obliged to form some imme
diate and decisiv:e plan for obviating their consequences, and for the pre-
8el"Vation of the Company's rights and interests in this zemindary. To 
have left him in the full exercise of power which he had notoriously 
abused, and which it was to be apprehended he would employ to the most 
dangerous purposes, was totally inconsistent with t:.e maxims of justice 
and prudence.". . _ 

Had he not abused these powers, and was it not dange
rous to leave him in the full exercise of them ? Upon this 
it is that Mr. Hastings does the only act that was ever done 
towards Cheyt Sing, as a preliminary proceeding towards 
bringing himJo punishment for a crime which he had so long 
committed. Mr. Hastings says-and this was the last act 

. <lone under the circumstances-he thought it necessary to 
secure his person. 

N~ityof In whatever way it was fit to proceed against the Raja, it 
~~;:Il!lng·. WIlS indispensably necessary, in point of prevention, in point 
person. of punishment and in point of prudence, to securc the Raja's 

person; to prevent his retiring to his forts and erecting, as 
he did immediately when he had got away, the standard of 
rebellion; to insure obedience to whatever Ol-ders it might 
be fit to impose upon him; and to bring him to be respon
sible to Government for his conduct. This, your Lordships 
see, he did not do till he had first communicated his com
pL'l.int to hiin in writing, and received his answer. After all 
this, was there not sufficient to justify merely the securing 
his person ? Yet is that stated to have been wanton, arbi
trary and tyrannical-" that he did arbitrarily and tyran
nically degrade, insult, and falsely accuse him, the Said Raja, 
of certain acts of misgovernment and of disaffection, and 
breach of faith and duty to the East India Company, and 
loaded him with unmerited indignities." . 

A
• My Lords, it has been said, that the arrest was an indelible 

•• ortlon d' hR' d Idh' . dhi that the lsgrace upon t e aJa, an wou ave lDcapaCltate m 
~~~I"8Oew:'i'n~ from going on with the business of government, even if he 
t't~acJ!,":ng had been permitted to attempt it. I have endeavoured to 
governiog. 

• " Narrative of the Insurrection in Benares," p. 20. 
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inquire w~ethel' there. be any local circumstances or any I6APa.1792. 

peculiar customs in that country that make it a particular -
disgrace to a man of high rank, more than it would be in this 
country, [to be arrested] upon a charge as a state delinquent. 
To be put under an arrest is, in all countries, undoubtedly, a 
disgrace; but the disgrace arises, not from the imprisonment~ 
but the crime imputed. It is already in proof by Mr. Benn The ary-est -
that arrest with respect to zamindars is a common mode of~~r:mdars 
j)roceeding for enforc.in~ ~ven a .civil debt, an? that it is ~ot == 
. .attended With that lDdelible dlsgrac.e that IS alleged, WIth 
respect to the Hindus or even to the Brahmans. I find it 
to be the common, established, mode of proceeding in the 
Company's Government in that country, to enforce obedience 
to their orders of every description. . 

I will just refer your Lordships, to show what has been the Illstan~e or 
constant practice upon that subject, to an instance-and it is ~~~~~t 
one in which all possibility of any malice against the indivi-
dual or of any intention to disgrace him is entirely excluded 
-I mean an instance which happened on the 1st of October; 
1788, with respect to the Raja of Burdwan, a powerful and 
considerable zamindar, a man of a higher caste than Cheyt 
Sing was, and of very great rank, upon disobedience to the 
orders ol the Board in not sending down his accounts which 
he was ordered to do: though he accompanied them with ~ 
humble and submissive letter, giving an account of the reasons 
which llad prevented him, yet the Board deemed them 
evasive and m founded, and agreed that a fine of 5,OO()i 
rupees be levied on him; and they write to the collector at 
Burdwan, that he be put into confinement, in case of his 
delaying to discharge it within the period prescribed. The 
collector states, in answer to that letter, that he bad com
mpnicated his orders requiring payment within five days :-

<. In obedience to the above orders, I communicated to the Rajah in 
writing the commands of the honourable Board, and, as he has persisted 
in withholding the payment of this fine, I have been under the necessity 
of placing a jemydar and twelve peons mohussils over him; and, should 
he still delay compliance with the honourable Board's order, I beg to be 
favoured with directions in what manner I am to proceed against him."* 

Upon this, the Board unanimously order that, if he did not 
pay within twenty-lour hours, upon a fresh demand made 
upon him for payment, he should be seized and sent down 
in confinement to Calcutta. :-

• Letter from Thomas Brooke. acting collector ofBurdwan, to the Board of 
Revenue, 8 November, 1788.-Printed in the" Minutes of the Evidence." 
p.1619. 

VOL. II. 3l1[ 
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20 APR. 179\!. "We desire you will, upon the 19th of November, order the collector 
of Burdwan to repeat the demand upon the Rajah for the payment of 
the fine; and, in the event of his not discbarging the same within four and 
twenty hours, to put him under a guard and send him down ill confine
ment to the khalsah." 

This was done by Lord Cornwallis and the whole Board 
unanimously,eertainly in a way that excluded any idea that 
they meant to inflict the smallest stigma or disgrace npon 
him, beyond what was necessary to enforce the regular orders 
of Government. 

Now, what is the comparison? Cheyt Sing, who had for 
four years together disobeyed all the orders of. the Board, 
not in not sending his accounts, but. with respect to the sub
jects I have stated, and' who had then exhibited such signs of 
that spirit of independency I Surely this is enough to show 
that it is conformable to the established form.~ of the country, 
and that it is no peculiar disgrace, to take this mode of pro-

Con"idera- ceeding against him. In the manner of doing it, every possi
t:~~!,~~g ble endeavour was nsed to prevent its being attended with 
tbe arrest. any circumstances that might be hurtful to the Raja, beyond 

the bare security of his person. The order to Mr. Markham 
is-" It is my order that you proceed to-morrow morning to 
the house of Cheyt Sing ",ith your usual guard and put him 
under arrest."· And then Mr. Markham states that he went 
to the Raja; that he put him under arrest. The orders of 
Mr. Markham were left with the persons who were left in 
charge with him-that they should disarm his Ilervants, but 
indulge him with any request consistent with the security 
of his person. 

~.s:J~~' My Lords, I have now gone through all the acts that 
towsrds were done by Mr. Hastings to this person, prior to the 
~~~r ~~e insurrection. Your Lordships observe that they consist 
~~l~ merely of demands made on the part of Government of two 

descriptions; an accusation for the non-observan~e of them, 
and an arrest in consequence. That is the whole of the 
series of acts of tyranny and oppression! 

Couductof Now let us see what was the conduct of Cheyt Sing. It 
Cbeyt Sing. happened, very unfortunately for some of the gentlemen who 

afterwards fell a sacrifice at Shewalla, that, upon first going 
to the Raja in the morning, he expressed a request. to 

M;urder of Mr. Markham that Lieutenant Stalker, who accompanied 
~~:;". and him with about fifty sepoys, might be left with him; he was 
GO sepoys, an acquaintance of llis and he wished him to stay there. 

Most unfortunately, that gentleman was afterwards one of 
the first persons murdered upon the spot. The Raja desired 
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also that a .maulavi, who was a servant of Mr. Markham, 26A1'B.1792. 

might likewise be left with him, and who was another of the 
unfortunate persons murdered in the same place. 

The Raja acted his part so well, during the time that the 
preparations were going on, that it had the effect of deceiving 
Mr. Markham, and, likewise, of deceiving Mr. Hastings. He 
wrote letters of pretended submission, and which were His letters 

. M H' d . d d of pretended wrItten, as r. astlOgs state , IP. apparent espon ency. submission. 
They had thQ,t appearance at the time, and they are now 
stated here in the Charge as if they had been real; when, 
after what did pass and what it is known \Vas going on at the 
time he was writing these letters. it is very l1stonishing to 
me that these letters should now be quoted as proofs of his 
real submission, and no notice at all taken of all' that was 
going on at the same time. . 

My Lords, these letters had the effect of operating upon Theirinllu.· 
'1 II' . h' . 1 H enceon J.' r. astmgs to wrIte 1m an encouragmg etter. e saY8,- .ldr. Hast-

I . d h d lUgs. .. have receive your two arzees from the an s of Mr. Markham 
and understand their contents. That gentleman will wait on you in the 
afternoon and explain particulars. Set your mind at rest and do not 
conceive any terror or apprehension."· 

The Raja pretended, in answer to this, to be satisfied and 
to drop any apprehensions of danger. He says,-

IC Your gracious letter has been received and made me acquainted with 
your comands. You order that in the afternoon Mr. William MarkhaIQ. 
will come to me; that I must not suffer any apprehension to disturb me, 
but remain at ease in my mind.' My protector, wherever YOlJ spread 
your shadow over my head I am entirely free from concern and appre
hension, and whatever you, who are my master, shall determine will be 
right." 

My Lords, that was the last letter. Very soon after this, 
in the course of that disastrous day, took place those events 
that are stated upon this Charge in a most extraordinary 
manner indeed, and which have even,some of them, been to 
my utter astonishment vindicated. 

My Lords, it has been stated that the manly spirit of A~sertio~ of 

Cheyt Sing's people acted upon. this occasion in his defence. ~e:. ~rli· . 
I will show your Lordships what was the manly spirit of that ~!!:'~I~~~'l.~: 
daring rebel ~ ~n~ your Lordsh!ps will then judge whether it W~~ 
waS a manly spmt., or whether It was an act of foul and base 
inO'ratitude, of rank rebellion and foul treason against his 
so;ereign. My Lords. all these troops that had been as- ~:'J1~'ty 
sembled prior to the arrival of Mr. Hastings. and which are . 

• See .. Narrative of the InsUlTection in Benares," p. 23. 
3M2 
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28Ap:a.1792. stated by nne of the commanders of them to- have been 
Cbeyt Sing brought and stationed in the neighbourhood of the very spot 
h"!~H~st- where t~e massac~e afterwards took place-these troops that 
iogs' arrival. Cheyt Smg had gIven the orders I have stated to-that they 

should be ready and' near at hand-consisted of his choscn 
friends arid soldiers, picked men for the purpose, that they 
should all be stationed in the neighbourhood of Shewalla. 
There is an account given of it by Sheik Mohammed, who 

Account by was the commander of eleven hundred and 6fty sepoys in 
~=!I:'" the service of Cheyt Sing. After giving an account of what 

passed at the meeting at Be~ares, he states-

Design 
showllin 
tbe disposi. 
tion ottbe 
troops. 

"That the Govemor General went to the garden of Mehadcw Dass 
and t1!e Rajah. to Shewallah Ghaut, his armed people taking their stations 
in the neighhourhood; that his, the deponent's, people, did not arrive 
with the Rajah, but that he joined him with fifty sepoys and took his 
station near to Shewallah."* 

Two companies of sepoys also joined the Raja from Ram
nugur. He says that-

" On the day that the three gentlemen and the two companies of 
English sepoys"- . 
My Lords, these were Lieutenant Stalker and two others, 
Lieutenants Scott and Symes, who fell upon that unfor
tunate day, who were the three gentlemen that came with 
the sepoys- . 
" came to the Rajah, and the circumstance of his arrest was known, the 
RaJah's people, who were then stationed round Shewalla to the number of 
about 4,000, were armed and prepared for action: that at this time 
Munnihar Sing, Senamur Sing, and Nunkoo Sing, went to the Rajah." 

Here a subject raised an armed force, and goes with a 
hostile purpose to meet the representative of his sovereign. 
He stations them in the neighbourhood of Shewalia, with the 
general instructions that I have stated. When his arrest was 
known, these very troops. that he had stationed and were com
manded by his own relations and friends-Munnihar Sing 
being one of them, whom your Lordships will find to be an 
adopted soli of Bulwant Sing, and the confidential friend of 
Cheyt Sing-these troops crossed .over the river and imme
diately resorted to Shewalla, "where the guard was set over 
Cheyt Sing. It happened, most unfortunately, that tIle 

. prudent and discreet ord~rs that l\Ir. Markham had left wel'C 
not observed, for forty of the Raja's people who were armed 
were suffered to be witbinthe immediate inclosure where the 
Raja was, the two companies of sepoys being in an external 
court, and only the officers and a very few orderlies 01' sepoys 

.• Affidavit of Sheik Mohammed Amin Meyher.-Printed in the Appendix 
to the .. Narrative of the Insurrection," p. 184. 
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in that place. It altlO happened, most unfortunlLtely, that 26 APB.lilt2. 

about three hundred soldiers of the Raja were permitted to -
remain in the external court, where the two companies of 
scpoys were. . 

Upon the collec.ting of all this force, they became more and 
more tumultuous. It was very easy to be seen for what 
purpose they were collected, and what must be the event of 
all this preparation-that they would very soon execute it. 
It is stated in the. Charge, after taking notice of all the 
particulars about the turban nnd. all the letters that were 
written and so 00,-

"That he wrote several letters full of distress and submission -and Description 
app.arent despondency to the said W arren .Hasti~gs, ,,;,ho took little ~~~: ~~the 
notice of the same; and, a sudden afFray having &risen, In consequence Charge. 
of the march of a quantity of sepoys to reinforce the guard put over the 
Rajah, and in con8e~uence of the insults and i,ndignities offered to him, 
and a part of the saId guard having been destroyed by the fury of the 
populace enraged by the outrages offered to their prince, in their pre-
sence, and the ~ah having tied for safety during the tumult to a fort 
in ·the neighbourhood, he. the said Rajah, did immediately and at divers 
and sundry times afterwards send other letters of submission." 

This states that a part of the guard had been destroyed by 
the fury of the populace.· 'Vhy, there was not one of the 
populace there I They were nll picked soldiers collected 
beforehand, and the commanding officers, Munnihar Sing, 
N uilkoo Sing, Sadanund Dakhshi, some of them, came and 
scated themselves by the Raja. It appears that the Raja 
desired, about twelve o'clock at noon, I think, to perform 
his ablutions, and, i~ a short time after, to perform his devo-
tions. A right honourable Manager state\{ that the iJiter- ~\:,:~m:~~or 
ruption given to him in his devotions deserved what followed, be"rJ~~ 
and that the manly spirit of the Haja's people did that which ~~o~io~ 
every person would wish his friends and servants to do upon 
a like occasion. God forbid they should I I mean the 
right honourable Manager who made an eloquent speech I!ot 
the close of the evidence on this Article: he said that the 
ehobdar was "the vilest of mankind"; a. chobdar was sent, 
who insulted him and interrupted his devotions, a.nd there-

• fore it was that what followed was the exercise of a manly 
spirit.· 

Now, my Lords, what is the account given by the evi- Truecil'

denee of what actually passed? The people, on the outside ~~Ii':,::,a:~ 
of the walls, whose entry was resisted by the exertions ot Attempt of ________________________ the people 

•. See Mr. Burke's .. Observations on the Evidence on the First Charge," 
vol i, p. 367. . 
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26 APR. 11911. the guard, had made two attempts to burst in before ever 
toobt=.. the arrival of his chobdar.ln consequence of that attempt = ~ng on their part, there was discovered another unfortunate want 
byforee. of precaution, but in which certainly Mr. Hastings had no 

concern-that the two companies who went there had gone 
without ammunition. These circumstimces connected-the 
guard going without ammunition, and the neglect of the orders 
to prevent the armed men stationing themselves as they were-

Despatcher seem to me to have been instrumental]n enabling: the Raia's 
Lieut.Bur- . I d h h d'd A ~ L" " rail ~O! am- peop e to 0 w at t ey I. message was sent Jor ammu-
~~n~~~or nition; in consequence of which, a party was immediately 

Aebobdar 
sent by _ 
Mr. Hast
ings witba 
message to 
CbeytSing, 

despatched, under the command of Lieutenant Burrell, to 
convey ammunition to the place where they were stationed. 
The soldiers of Cheyt Sing opposed Lieutenant Burrell's 
detachment, and prevented· them from marching to the assist
ance of the two. companies at Shewalla, and conveying to 
them the ammunition. Lieutenant Burrell immediately 
despatched a note back again to his own commanding officer, 
to inform him that he was opposed and to know whether he 
should press on. At this time every moment was certainly 
very precious. The distance was,. I think, a mile and a half 
from the place where Mr. Hastings was, and some time 
elapsed. Upon the arri'Vai of the messenger communicating 
this intelligence, Mr. Hastings immediately desired that the 
chobdar-for the munshis, the persons who write the corre
spondence, were gone-he desired the chobdar to go and 
communicate to Cheyt Sing that if any mischief happened 
he must be responsible for it. At the same time, the chobdar 
carried a note to Lieutenant Burrell from Major Popham to 
press on. The same messenger, therefore, carrying both the 
messages, when he came to Lieutenant Burrell's troops left 
the note with him which ordered him to march on', and he 
went on to the Raja to deliver his message. It is said that 
this person who conveyed the message was one of the vilest 
of mankind-a tipstaff, a bailiff, an insolent fellow; and that 
it was an insult to send such a person. I believe, the send
ing him was not the act of Mr. Hastings, but of M:r. Mark
ham. He was Mr. Hastings' chobdar; he was a man near sixty 
years of age, a Brahman, a man of the first class of persons who 
could be ~ent upon such an occnsion, a man that attends upon 
persons of rank, one who was constantly sent in the inter
course of messages between one considerable man [and 
another]; and this very person, in all the' communications 
with Cheyt Sing, had been constantly sent by Mr. Markham, 
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and a person of similar rank was always sent by Cheyt Sing 28APB.17ol. 
to the Resident. All messages of this sort were conveyed -
by a chobdar; and there was nothing in the person, address 
or conduct, of this man that seems to ms to have made him 
an unqualified persQI1, at the time when there was little 
choice of persons by whom to send a message. 

But it is said that the message was delivered in an im- Manner of 

proper manner, and at an improper time; that it was deli- t:~:~:"{'. 
vered in an insulting manner, accompanied with expressions . 
improper and indecent to the Raja. He might interrupt him 
at an improper season-llupposing the situation had not 
required it-but the message delivered to him you will find 
stilted in pages 236 and 251, in different affidavits. It is said, 
the words in which it was conveyed and the manner were 
disrespectful; but the substance of it was tbis-to intimate 
to Cheyt Sing that he must endeavour to prevent t.he mis-
chief, for otherwise he would be confined or be made respon-
sible for, the consequences. This man was put to instant 
death for the insult that he offered That was what he 
deserved, and they did" what everybody would wish bis 
friends and servants to do upon a like occasion I" I should 
have thought, however, that the death of one person might 
have been sufficient to expiate an insult in expression; and 
that, at a time when we are considering Mr. Hastings to have 
been guilty of tyranny and oppression, and of a high crime 
and misdemeanour. merely for putting Cheyt Sing under an 
arrest for a breach of duty-for a breach of his engagement 
for several years together-that those who dispute the pro-
priety of Mr. Ha.stings' conduct might yet think instant 
death a fit puni<lhment for an insulting expression. But the 
death of one, I should ha~e thought, might have expiated 
it. It happened, however, that there were, I think, eighty Massacre of 

or ninety grenadier soldiers massacred instantly upon the soldiers • 

. spot. Was that deserved ? Was that proper? Is that 
justified ? Your Lordships will find that, after all this, the 
conduct of Cheyt Sing is defended! 

My Lords, that massacre is attributed altogether to the ThellUl8-

insult of' the chobdar. It is impossible from the description =XC: 
of the place that it could have been 80; because it appears t~e ~~ 
that the me88age delivered was in an internal enclosure, and ~h: Cho~. 
that, though that pcrllOn was immediately destroyed, yet, at 
the same instant, there began II firing upon the outer wall. 
Your Lordships will find, in all the accounts given of tbis 
ureadful business, that the firing began upon the outer wall, 
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. 
26 ~ 179i. in a place where i~. was jmpossible they could have seen the 

. chobdar 01' heard a syllable of what he said. . 
But it is said -" How should it happen that at the 

same moment the chobdar was murdered and the firing 
began, if it was not occasioned by thEft insult given by the 
chobdar?" . Why, the account I have given of the transac-. 
tion clearly explains that; because, the chobdar having pre
viously left with Lieutenant Burrell an order to march on 
with his detachment, the moml'nt he did march on it was the 
troops of Cheyt Sing, who had opposed him and resisted his 
march, who knew that he was bringing ammunition to the 
companies within and tbat that was the moment of resist
ance, who immediately from that outward wall fired upon. 
Lieutenant Burrell's party; and they killed twenty men. 
That was the signal. They rushed in' and destroyed imme
diately the two companies of sepoys. Every man was cut 
dOWJ;l with savage barbarity; the officers and. troops were aU 
destroyed upon the spot. This is the sudden affray by the 
fury of the populace! 

Escape of In consequence..of this, the Raja was rescued from that 
Cheyt Sing h 1 b' b 
to lIamnu- arrest; e was et clown by tur ans mto a oat, and he was 

,gur. conveyed immediately to Ramnugur, a fortress on the other 
Cha~ge siele of the river. The next accusation against Mr. Hastings, 
!I~W!.t- having passed over in the way that I have stated the little, 
;:.:,gk trifling, circumstance of the murder of the sepoys, is-
Clieyt SIDg'S 
Ofi'brs.Of• .. That the Rajah having fled for safety during the tumult to a forl in 
su mWllon. the neighbourhood"-

the tumult' was an ar.cidental circumstance, raised without 
his knowledge or privity: he flies for his own safety, for 
life... as much as any hody else-
.. having fled for safety during the tumult t~ a forl in the neighbour
hood,'he, the said Rajah, did immediately, and at divers and sundry times, 
send other letters of submission to the said Warren Hastings, request
ing permission to justify himself from the charges brought against him, 
and offering to submit in all things to the pleasure of the said Warren 
Hastings, who, nevertheless, constantly and peremptorily refused to 
answer or tQ listen to the same." 

Now, my Lords, it certainly is very true that Mr. Hast
ings refused to answer or to listen'to any of these letters. 
If he had done otherwise, I should have been very much at 

First letter a loss to have said anything in his defence. The first of the 
:o~u='ren letters was sent to him, I think, npon the 20th or the 218t 
~f:~~~ of August, the massacre having taken place upon- the 16th. 
=reor The Raja first went to Lutteepoor from Ramnugur, acCOIU-
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. 
panied by Yunnihar Sing, and there a...~embled a rebel2GAl'Ll79l1 
force, a list of which is given to your Lordships from one of 
his own officers; and it appears to have .collected in a very 
short space o£tim~mounting to the number of 22,190 men, 
increased afterwards to the number, I before had occasion to 
state to. your Lordships, of 40,000. The first letter, as I 
stated, was upon the 20th or the 21st of Augustr--on the 
very day when a second destruction of troops at Ramnugur 
took place, in the unfortunate business attempted by Captain 
lfayaffre and Captain Doxat, both of whom unfortunately 
fell a sacrifice. The rebels destroyed them both, and I 
think a hundred and seven men were killed at Ramnugur . 

• The heads of Captain . Doxat and Captain Mayaffre ,were 
struck off and carried about the streets in triumph: they. 
were afterwards conveyed as a present to the Raja. 

On this day a letter was sent to Mr. Hastings. Mr. Hast- Regarded as 
• h d d . 'fi .. y an arti/iceto mgs says e regar e It as an artl ce to gam tIme. our gain time. 

Lordtohips will be able to judge, under the circumstances in 
wlllch it was written, whether it was not absolutely so, when it 
appears that, on the very day-the 21st of August-that this 
letter was written, preparations were actually making- E:"'~ious 
scaling ladders and other things are spoken of by the wit- ~:.t~t
nCBSeB-for attacking Mr. Hastings and the remainder of his mgs. 

party at Yahadew Dass's garden. 
That attempt was prevented by the retreat of Mr. Hast- His retreat 

ings to Chunar, that very night, when it was actually to have to Chunar. 

taken place. It·would have taken place a little sooner than 
it actually did, but from the circumstance of the troops under 
the command of Sujan Sing, when about to cross for the 
[purpose of] attacking Mr. Hastings, having refused to go 
without refreshment. They had been kept some time with-
out food, and that retarded the execution of the business. 
J t did not take place when it was intended; but Sujan Sin" 
with his party took possession next morning of Mahade; 
Dass's garden and plundered it. ... . 

The same day OD which thnt letter was sent to Mr. Hast- Other 

in!!8, were three other letters sent to Colonel Blair and :t~ ~~ 
C~ptain M'Dougal, for the purpose of preventing the arrival f:'u!.n:ace 
of the force from Chunar, which Mr_ HastingS hnd sent for ~h,.;n at 
to his assistance at Benares--a distance of about twenty wl&r. 

miles from Benares. That letter had been sent for the pur-
pose of amusing Colonel Blair and Captain M'Dougal; to 
represent to them that an attack was meditated that night 
upon Chunar, and that, therefore, they ought not to leave 
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. oo.APB.l'19B. Chunar, and representing to Captain MCDougal that he 
- had better go back, for there was an armed force that would 

intercept him in the way, and prevent his getting to 
Benares. However, Captain M'Dougal marched on and 

. never saw anything of the force. All that intelligence, and 
there can be Jio doubt but that all the letters of the ~ame 
description, were for the purpose of detaining Mr. Hastings 
at Benares, and Cheyt Sing that very night would have 
saved him the trouble of sending any answer to his letter. 

Perilous Mr. H!lStings,- pressed as he was with the remnant of fol
t:":?it;!~t lowers, I think of only four hundred 'and fifty men, having 

all the communication of the country cut off-for Cheyt 
Sing prevented any in~elligence being carried of Mr. Hast-· 
ings' situation, to prevent any force coming to his assistance. 

ngs. 

-Mr. Hastings, with four nundred and fifty men in Maha
dew Dass's garden-a place ill calculated for long resistance, 
and without any resources eithcrof money or provisions, if 
it had been a fit place for, resistance-Mr. Hastings, having 
repeated intimation that an attack was medit.ated, was kept . 
doubtful for a time. He was unwilling to seem to retreat 

. before the face of a rebel; but Mr. Hastings did not think 
I~liey of -and I hope your Lordships will think that in that instance 
:m:!~tha he acted agreeably to that manly spirit and intrepidity which 
~::. in 'bore him out in all his dangers - Mr. Hastings did not 

R<lsponsi. 
bilityof 
Chen Sing 
for tho 
massacres. 

think it fitting for the first member of the British Govern
ment then to receive a letter from a. rebel in arms, at the 
hcad of a. rebel force, who was that very day dcstroyitlg 
the English. It ,appears in evidence before your Lordships, 
that Mr. Hooper, an English merchant, relying on the 
innocence of his profession, was seized as he was passing 
by and murdered by the people under the command of 
Sujan Sing. 

Mr. Hastings did not t\link it fitting to offer any terms 
of accommodation or to receive offers of justification from 
the Raja, who was. at that time at the head of this rebel 
force. After what had happened, Mr. Hastings went to 
Chunar. There he endeavoured to assemble the troops of 
the Company to quell the rebellion. What was the conduct 
of Cheyt Sing Y It is said, that, with respect to what happened 
at Shewalla, it does not appear that he gave any immediate 
orders for that which actually passed. I admit that there 
were no immediate orders at the hour; but the general 
orders he had given-that they must go and overawe the 
representative of his sovereign-the general directions he had 
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given to his troops naturally led to. what followed. He had II6APn.1792. 

laid the train of gunpowder and it required only themaroh 
to light it. He had instructed his officers, h& had instructed 
his soldiers, what his general purpose was. They could not· 
but know it. They knew it would be acceptable to him to 
do what they did The murder of the chobdar, of the 
maulavi, of Lieutenant Stalker and the other officers, was per-
petrated by Munnihar Sing and Nunkoo Sing, the confidential 
relations of Cheyt Sing. But does Cheyt Sing afterwards 
disavow it? Does he give up the authors of these murders? 
On the contrary, all the perpetrators of these horrid [mas- Hi<support 

sacres] were received in confidence, and he, in league with ~~f:~rs of 

them, erected the standard of rebellion; and, in all his letters, them. 

though he talked upon the subject, he never once made an 
offer-indeed it was the furthest from his thoughts-to 
abandon them or their purpose, or to show the least disap
probation in a substantial way of what they had done in his 
presence. . 

I conceive that conduct as adopting all that had been done 
at Shewalla, making him responsible as an accpmplice in 
the foul murders at Shewalla, by' afterwards leaguing in 
the way he did with those who perpetrated them. If it had 
not been 80, what was the remaining conduct of Cheyt Sing P 
And here again, though it is stated in the charge what 
letters he wrote afterwards, yet from some extraordinary 
circumstance it has happened that aU the letters he was Other 

writing, of a different description, at the same time and with ~~ft:n at 
the same pen, which he was distributing all over the country, ~~~:"b; 
under his own hand and seal, for the utter destruction and Cheyt Smg. 

subversion of the British empire and of the English wherever 
they could be met with-these letters have unfortunately 
escaped notice 1 . 

I will just refer your Lordships to the evidence there is 
upon this 8ubject; and, in order to make it intelligible, your 
Lordships will find that at this time there were stationed in troEnglish 

h 'd' 1 d'" BEl' h ops sta-t e country Imme late y a ~OlDIDg to enares ng IS troops, tioned near 
in charge of a part of the Nawab'Wazir's country, The Benares. 
Nawab Wazir, who was intending to meet Mr, Hastings at 
Chnnar, had directed that the troops who were commanded 
by English officers should be assembled to meet him at a 
place called Akberpore. Cheyt Sing had at this time and 
for some time before received into his country, as before 
stated, several of the rebels who had fled from that country, 
the next adjoining to hie own, Upon the breaking out of 
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26APIl.nU2. his own rebellion, he immediately furnished these persons 
End;;;;ur with money and troops, for the purpose of cutting off thc 
~t~h:~re- English officers and persons stationed in the adjoining 
ye.l\~ their country, and preventing them coming to the assistance of 
JOllllllg M H . ... h N bW' h !4r.lIJw!t- r. astmgs, or even Jowmg t e awa azlr w 0 was 
mgs. upon his march to meet Mr. Hastings. 

In the whole of that conduct your LOl'dships will find the 
Co-<lpern. nctive co-operation and assistance of the Begums, who resided 
t:uC::;~hO at Fyzabad, and whose jagirs were close to that country. 

As soon as ever the news Qf what Cheyt Sing had done 
could arrive, those who had promised him before assistance 
immediately acted in his assistance, and the name of Cheyt 
Sing and the Begums were in all the persons' mouths who 
were rising up in that adjoining country. The sepoys were 
mutinying and refusing to march into Benares, saying they 
would go to Cheyt Sing and' the Begums. I t is stated in 
an account by Major Macdonald, and is to be found in page 

{;ltC~~I1": 258 and the following pages, that he had intelligence about 
tl::;O~')uI1~~Y the 20th of AUlJ'ust last that Cheyt SinO' had, after puttinO' ofCheyt b . <:> b 
Sinp;'. roo to death three English officers and two hunc1redand fifty 
bclliou. sepoys, flea from Benares and openly set up the standard of 

rebellion, inviting all persons who could procure arms to 
repair to him,and, by fighting under his banner, extirpate the 
Firangis. He learned from the Benares district that Cheyt 
Sing had summoned the Rajas of his own district to join 
him with aU the troops they could raise, promising prescnt 
pay to those bearing arms, and a remission of a year's rent to 
all who repaired to his standard; that Cheyt Sing's name 
was in everybody's mouth; that every Raj!& in that counu'y 
had declared for hiin. . 

His lott""" Ahland Sing, a subahdar, stationed at Goruckpore; speaks 
~ ~~~ ~as of the country people lifting up their arms and crying out-
Engh.h to 
the sword. " The Doway" of the Nabob, Saadat Ally Khan, and the' Begum has 

spread through the country; for the Rajah Cheyt Sing ha9 destroyed all 
the English, and letters have come to the RaJahs to put the dependants 
of the English to the sword, wherever they may be found. "t 

EvideuC<) or In page 241,t there is the deposition of Denoo SinO', 
Deuoo Smg; another subahdar, who confirms the. report al Goruckpor~, 

that letters had come froUl Cheyt Sing to aU the zamindar$, 
to this purpose :-" wherever there are dependants of the 

.. The aeclamation of appeal to the sovereign power. 
t Deposition of Ahland Sing.-Pl'inted in the Appendix to1he .. Narrative 

of the Insurrection," p. 169 . 
. t The reference is to the printed "Minutes of the Evidence." 
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English, kill and drive them out." There is another, in the !UpB.179!. 

same page, of Ram Sing,jamadar, who says that letters had and or. 
arrived from Cheyt Sing at Benares, in which he said-" all Rham Sill)r 

the English are cut off; the governmeht of the English is 
overturned; I have taken possession of the country. Do ye, 
the zamindars, establisb your authority also in those districts." 
It was likewise publicly reported that Cheyt Sing had sent 
1,500 rupees in specie to the said zamindars, to raise men 
and kill and drive out the dependant~ of the English wher-
ever they might be. Kurdeal Sing, commandant, in page 
242, says that the Rajas Ajeet Mull, Futtee Shaw, and 
.Genoo Roy, had received 25,000 rupees from Raja.Cheyt 
Sing to drive the English aBd all their dependants out of 
their districts. 

Captain Williams has stated, jn page 262, speaking of the 
mutiny of his troops--who rose upon him, their pay being 
in arrear, etating that unless their arrears were paid they 
would go to the Begums and to Cheyt Sing-that, while he 
waS there, it was currently reported and given out by the 
rebellious Rajas that they acted in conformity to the orders 
they had received from Cheyt Sing, Saadat Ali and the 

• Begums, to raise an insurectiou in the country and' to destroy 
the English wherever they found them. 

Added to all this, there are, in page 253, letters,' which Intercepted 

all • d' h h d .. d d h lettersot were actu y mtercepte ,m t e an wrItIng an un el' t e Cheyt Sing. 

seal of Cheyt Sing himsel£ I will state the very words of 
11 letter from Cheyt Sing to Dadjoo Sing-

.. Great misunderstandings have come to pass between me and the Letter to 
English, I, thereCCJre, direct you with yOIU people to join me the moment Dadjoo Sing 
you see this order. Every encouragement and support shall be given 
you by me; let your mind be at rest, and come with speed. Wherever 
you meet with either Europeans or sepoys plunder and cut them off. 
Consider this as particularly enjoyned.-Written the 4th of the month 
Baudoon." 

Superscribed by Cheyt Sing in his own hand-" The 
contents approved." The covers direct.ed to Dadjoo Sing 
and sealed with. the seal of Raja Cheyt Sing. 

This letter, I should have thought, might have been men
tioned, as well as- Cpeyt Sing's general professions of sub
mission, of which Mr. Hastings took no notice. 

In another letter to the same person, he says--
"It appears that you are nnited with the English: I, therefore, write Second _ 

to YOIl that, living as you do under my protection, the taking part with letter to the 
them will be attended with bad consequences to YOlUself. I direct that, aame. 
immediately on the arrival of this order, you joill the Rajah, Futteh Sing, 
and see the enemy. In this only you will find yOIU advantage. Consider 
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26 Al'R.1792. the above as most strictly enjoined.-Written the 10th of' the month 
- Kawwar. If' you act according to these orders you will obtain honour 

thereby." , 

Superscribed by Cheyt Sing-" The above is strictly 
enjoined." The cover directed to Dadjoo Sing, and sealed 
with the seal of the Raja Cheyt-Sing., 

The man who is here ,named is one of the very rebels 
whom we charged him with having previously r.eceived into 
his country, which he deJ.lied, who was a~erwards sent by 
him with directions to his own adherents to join him. 

At the same time that he was writing these lettero1 he was 
Ordel'S also issuing orders calculated to produc~ a similar effect. In 
~i.~;t~;v page 23~ there is an account of a proclamation issued by 
for pro~. Cheyt Smg-
~~- . 
the English. "The Aumeen, Diram Ally, caused a proclamation to this purpose to 

be made through the city :-' In the House of' whomsoever a person 
belonging to tlie English gentleman may be secreted, let the owner bring 
him to'the·Aumeen's Kutcherry and deliver him up; othel'Wise, upon 
proof, in the house of' whoms{Jever a person beionging to the English 
shall be f'ound, the owner thereof' shall be considered as & criminal to the 
government of' the Rajah, his houSEI and property shall be destroyed, 
and his belly, shall be ripp~d open.''' 

This was the humble and submissive Raja who w'as writing • 
these humble 'and submissive letters which we took little 
notice of! 

It is mentioned by Colonel Hannay, in a letter that he 
His efforts wrote at this period, that the principal zamindars and Rajas 
to raiso had all certificates, under the seal of Cheyt Sin2', that he 

. troops. ~ 
would supply them with whatever money they might require 
for subsisting all the troops they can raise- . . 

" It is thegenela.1 belief' of' every man in this part of the country that 
the conduct I have related is a concerted plan for the extirpation of the 
English." 

There are other proolamations, of which evidence is given 
in pages 237 and 251, which I will not trouble your Lord
ships with. 

Besides ihis, at the time that Cheyt Sing was writing the 
letters whioh Mr. Hastings is accused of not aMerting to, 

Butcheryof one of which was delivered, I think. lipon the 5th of Sep
U·soldiel'S. tember, upon the 3d of September happened anot.her trans

action of extreme barbarity, committed under the immediate 
orders of Cheyt Sing himself, upon the persons of fourteen 
soldiers belonging to the English who had not even been in 
arms against him, who were left sick at Mirzapoor. They 

, 
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were carried from thence prisoners to Lutteepoor~ where the 26A1'B.1792. 
Raja then was. They were carried into his presence at • -
night; and the next mqrniog they were, by his orders, all 
of them butchered in cold blood upon the spot. Fourteen 
of them were brought out on the morning of the 3d of Sep-
tember, almost famished; victuals were set before them, 
whilst they were kept at a distance with their hands tied 
behind them, to amuse them with the spectacle. After they 
had been kept in that manner two hours, when their death 
warrants were all sealed, they cut and hacked them down, 
one by one; and one only of the miserable persons survived 
to tell the story, and his deposition is now in evidence before 
your Lordships. This was the conduct of this man upon the 
3d of September; and the letter that arrived upon the 5th 
[is one] of those which Mr. Hastings is accused for not 
haviog paid any attention to. 

There is another instance likewise of cruelty, of an inferior 
sort, but it shows the rancour and animosity with which 
this rebellion was carried on against the English nation. 
Two soldiers of Major Crabbe's detachment, who had wan. The outi:l8 
dered from the line, were take~ and murdered at Q;ova :;omc':~ 
Guoge. I have stated these few lDstances for the purpose of s.fng Bulll

showing that, added to the guilt of the rebellion, it was-~~~t tf:::. pre

conducted in such a manner that, if it had not been preceded :rl:'r.t;~ 
by any misconduct Qn the part of Cheyt Sing, I should have posals. 

thought Mr. Hastings must have had very little sense of his 
duty to the Company or to this nation, if he 'could possibly 
have listened to any letters written by Cheyt Sing, or 
entered into any term of accommodation with him. Mr. Hast-
ingLt certainly never entertained any such idea. 

By the active co-operation of the British troops who came Defeat of 
to Mr. Hastings' assistance, and who were engaged against Cbeyt Sing. 

Cheyt ,sing in a successful attack upon the 3d of September, 
at Cuttar, and afterwards in a more decisive one at the same 
place upon the 20th of September, the Raja was entirely 
routed and defeated. He tied, about the 22d or 23d of 
September, with a few of his followers, abandoning his 
project, but not till he found he could not carry it into 
execution. It is stated that Mr. Hastings, after this-
c< wickedly, arbitrarily and ~nnically. expelled the Rajah from those Charge of 
territories which he held by virtue of tbe repeated agreement with the e~pel1ing 
Company, ~nd tI? which he had. not forfe~ted his rig~t by any act~ by tl:':O~ 
him the Bald RaJah, done or omItted, preVIous to the VIolent and WlJust tories. 
imprisonment aforesaid, in consequence of which arrest and expulsion an 
unjust war arose, much blood was shed "-



928 Defence on ti,e first Cllarge-Benares: 

26 APB.1792. and so on. All which bloodshed, war and Confusion, are 
solely. imputable to the misconduct, violence, tyranny and 
criminal improvidence, of the said Warren Hastings. Cheyt 
Sing was innocent from the beginning to the end. No guilt 
i{l him, and the whole guilt was Mr. Hastings' ! 

General 
ch""",eof 
extortion 
8!ld 0PPres. 
Slon. 

Charge 
respecting 
the attack 
on Bidjey. 
Gurh. 

It is stated that, in consequence of the arrest and expul-' 
sion, an unjust war arose; the expulsion not having taken 
place till after the war was over, for the expulsion was the 
consequence of a proclamation and declaration of his having 
forfeited his zamindary by his conduct; and yet it is stated 
with great- accuracy that, in consequence of the expulsion, 
that war arose-which was an event that did not happen 
till afterwards. It is s~ted then that-

"In all these acts of repeated demands, extorsive exactions, arbitraIy 
arrest, and final expulsion of the said Cheyt Sing from his dominions, 
upon pretenoes, many of which were never suggested or alleged by the 
said Warren Hastings till after the said expulsion, and in various other 
acts, by him, the said Warren Hastings, done and committed towards the 
said Rajah, he the said Warren Hastings has in many and various 
instanoes acted contrary to the truth reposed in him, to the faith of 
solemn treaties, to his 'own declared sense of his duty, and, thereby. 
gr~~ly disgraced and discredited the character of the British nation in 
IndIa." -

Throughout, therefore, from the beginning to the end, the 
whole is imputed to Mr. Hastings. All the demands made 
by him are considered as extorsive exactions; all his endea
VOUl'S to enforce them are considered as tyrannical and op
pressive; his accusations of nonperformance are considered 
as false, wicked and malicious; his arrest as arbitrary, and 
his final expulsion of him constitutes one of the crimes of 
which he is accused. Having detailed all the evidence upon 
this subject, I do not mean to trouble your Lordships with 
any recapitulation of it. Your Lordships will be to judge 
how far, in the treatment ofCheyt Sing, Mr. HastiIfgs was 
in any respect guilty of any harshness. From the beginning 
to the end, I conceive that, throughout, he was justified in the 
accusation against him, that he was justified in the arrest, 
and that he was justified in not listening to any terms of 
accommodation with him after the conduct tIlat Cheyt Sing 
had observed. 

My Lords, having obserV'ed what relates to the_ personal 
treatment of Cheyt Sing, I proceed now to advert to the 
remaining subjects that nre made matter of charge againet 
Mr. Hastings, subsequent to that event. One of them is 
immediately connected with the rebellion, and relates to the 
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attack of Bidjey Gurh; and that is represented in the next !!6A.plI.l792. 

paragraph to be criminal in many respects. It is stated to -
have been an attack upon the ph!.ce of residence of Panna, 
the mother of the Raja, and the surviving women of the 
family of Raja Cheyt Sing ;-
If That Mr. Hastings, for the purpose of the directed attack, did order 
a body of troops to march and dispossess them of their residence, and to 
!I( ize upon their money and effects, without even pretending that they 
had committed any offence whatsoever, and without even inquiring 
whether the treasure contained in the fortress of Bidjey Gurh was the 
property of the said women or of Cheit Sing; . that the said Warren 
lJastings did neither then nor since alledge or attempt to prove that the 
said ladies were ever concemed in the remotest degree"-

nnd so on; considering this lind the other subject that is 
connected with it, namely, the treasures that were found in 
it, as criminal in various points of view~in respect to the 
1)lace; in respect of the person; and in respect of the 
orders that were given, and to the treasures that were found 
there. 

My Lords, the place was a fort, one of the strongest in Therort 
India, erected upon a hard rock seven hundred and forty-five ~~:" to 

feet perpendicular, garrisoned by seven hundred rebel troops, c~~ns'l!g'9 
and in which, when the Raja fled, the women of his family family· 
took refuge, but who never made it the place of their resi-
drnee before, and who went there as the only remaining fort 
that was in the posse:ssion of the rebels. It is repres_ElUted as 
a crime in Mr. Hastings to attack that place; that, when the 
whole province had been restored to its obedience, it was 
criminal to attack the only place that stood out, because it The rort 

was inhabited at that time by these persons. Why, my =~~:'the 
Lords, it appears hy the testimony of Colonel Gardiner that f"mpanY'9 
the Rani, who is mentioned here, had the command in the tl:'&:I:. 
place, and issued her orders to the bakhshi or to the officer ol'ders. 

of the forces there, which consisted- of seven hundred men, 
who 6re~ frequently upon our troops and destroyed a great 
many of our men during the course of a siege that lasted 
six weeks. And yet it is represented here to be a crime 
to attack that plllcc ! What, were you to leave the rebels in 
pot'scssion or that place, because there were persons of this 
description who took refuge there? Could we consider the 
persons in any other character than as rebels, commanding a 
rebel fort garrisoned with a rebel army? 

'Vith respect to the treasure that was found there, aft.er Thetrea

Cheyt Sing had carried off upon the backs of a great number :'U::~::;~~ 
or camels all his jewels and a great part of his wealth, it 

VOl. II. 3 If 
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26 APR.n92. appears that there Was ultimately found a treasu.re to very 
-- near the amount of 400,0001. The orders that Mr. Hast

ings gave upon this subject is made a matter of crimination 
against him. The letters that he wrote as applied to this 
subject of the treasures ultimately found there, and which 
were distributed by the army amongst themselves-that dis
tribution of the treasure found there is represented as a 
criminal act; that Mr. Hasting;! was the author of it; and 
that he is responsible for it, because it was bringing ruin and 
destruction upon the army to have done so; and it is stated 
that, after he had done so, he was guilty of fraud to the army 
in retracting it, and then endeavouring to get as a 10,an what 
he had before given them encouragement to think they were 
to have. . 

JIIr)last- Now, upon this subject, which I.certainly shall.not go into 
mgs letters 'I d 'I f. h . b f 'all I h ' to tbe. com- apnrtlCu ar eta1 0, t e BU ~tance 0 ave to Bay IS 

::'~~~;~~a this-no~ that the letters written to the commanding officer 
~j~::.~e upon that subject. being of a private nature but written 

. upon public subjects, are not to be considered, with respect 
to all the orders they contain, exactly the same as public 
orders, yet that, in the construction of letters of that sort, 
written in a. more loose and unguarded way, it'is material 
to consider, that they were letters of that Bort; and, when 
they are looked. at, there will not be found in these letters 
'any orders to warrant what was done. It was the act of the 
officers and soldiers, without any authority fwm Mr. Hastings 
to do it. 

There are two letters, I think, principally rested upon, 
and from which extracts are taken~the letters of the 22d 
of October and the 3d of November. These two letters 
were written prior to the surrender of the fort, at the time 
.when overtures had passed between the Rani and the com-

Intention of manding officer. I am perfectly ready to admit that in both 
Mr. Ha.st- hIM FI' .. 'd:fi" h' ingstbatthe t ese etters r. astmgs IntImates all I en oatmg In IS 

!l':'o':S~ mind, prior to his knowledge of what the treaSUl'e ultimately 
~ivide the would be, that he did intend that the detachment should 
reasure. have it; but that they should have it through the medium 

Order to 
prevent the 
treasure 
beingca .... 
ried olfby 
the rebels. 

of a regular grant from the state to whom it belonged. 
With that idea in his mind, he writes to the commanding 
officer .directions to secure, and to take the proper steps to 
prevent any further means of the money that might be 
there being carried away, as some had been, by the rebels 
during the siege. Mr. Hastings intimates to the com
manding officer that he should use for that purpose the 
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proper means to prevent any I:Itratagems to take away a part 26 ApJL1792 •. 

of the treasure. He says, "it will be your business to secure -
it for yourself and your detachment;" meaning that himself 
and his detachment should have it, but not to say they were 
to have " scramble for it, to divide according to their own 
authority; but merely intimating to them his ultimate inten-
tion, as he explained it by a letter he wrote at the very 
time, that he intended it for them, but intended it through 
the medium of a. regular authority. The officers did not wait Division . 
~ h' b h d f h h made of the lOr any aut orlty; ut on t e . ay a ter t e capture t ey tr~asures, 
divided the whole, without any orders, directions or authority, ~:~~rittl'. 
for the purpose. I can easily account for why the officers 
should have been induced to do what they did. It appears, 
from the evidence before your Lordships, that all the officers 
wcre clearly convinced in their mind that they were intitled 
to the booty taken under these circumstances in the attack of 
a fort; that whatever they took belonged to them de jure; 
that by the usage of the service they had always had it, and 
they conceived it to be their right. 

I will just read one or two extracts from the officers' Extracts 

I . d h hI' 'fi d' h t t' from the etter!!, In or er to 8 ow t at am Just! e 1D t a asser lon, officers' 

In one letter, which is in the 286th page of your Lordships' letters. 

Minutes, written by Major Popham, he says,-
" From the usages of all services I have ever heard of and had the Major 

honour to be employed in, I was finnly of opinion that the right of Popham, 
plunder was vested in the captors. The instances of plunder being 
shared, in this and other countries, without any prior application to the 
members of Government have been many, and it would be only, sir, • 
intruding on your patience to enumerate them." . 

And in the eame letter he 8ays,- . 
.. They did not admit of the doubt of the contents of the fort of 

Bedjegur being their prize." 

In a letter eigned by forty-nine of the officers, they ~::J by 

say. - ~fti~~~~~ne . 
If 'Ve did conceive that any money and effects, warlike stores ex

cepted, taken const!'quent to a capitulation was the undoubted property 
of those whose lives are risked in the acquisition." 

That letter is to be found in the next ·page. They 8ay,-
.. We conceive Mr. Hastings' letter to be an imaginary admission of 

our right. We were influenced to believe that no doubt existed as to 
the va.lidity of our pretensions, from many reiterated precedents in 
point occurring to our reflection to confirm them." 

It is not to be imagined that military men are acquainted 
with the niceties of legal distinction. The usage of the 

3 N 2 
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26ApR.1792. service can be their only guide, and, if they adhere strictly 
- to that and yet err, we do not apprehend th:\t any just 

imputation of guilt can result froni their ignorance. 
Capt. Hamil- In page 289, Captain Hamilton says, after stating that he 
ton. llad incurred debts to a considerable amount from the service 

of eleven years in a subaltern line,-

"I, on receiving my quota of the prize money, remitted it to the liqui
dation of those debts; as, being present at the capture of several more 

. important fortresses, the prize money was without hesitation immediately 
divided among the captors." 

I only state these few extracts for the purpose of showing 
that the officers had themselves an idea of their own right. _ 

Miseo~. The letters written by Mr. Hastings being addressed 
~~~~'Lof personally to an individual, and not being calculated for 
~Tt~~etteJS public view, not being in the nature of official documents, 
ollicers. were written in that unguarded manner that letters are 

written -of that nature. But,my Lords, they are perfectly 
referable to the explanation immediately given of them, 
namely, that they intimated nothing but an idea of a future 
intention; through the medium of a regular grant. That tile 
officers should, if permitted to see those letters, put a different 
construction upon them I can easily conceive; because they 
say,-" We are clearly of opinion we are intitled to it. 
Mr. Hastings says we are to have it; 'and the medium 
through which we are to have it, we conceive"--say the 
officers-cc to be the medium of our own right 'Ve conceive 
no grant necessary." And that seems to account why the 
officers, without-any reference to Mr. Hastings in the report 
of the amount of the treasure, should, the next day after the 
capture of that place, divide it immediately among them
selves, and :afterwards refuse to deliver it up. 

I trust, therefore, that no blame upon that subject will 
lie up.on Mi. Hastings. I do not mean to impute any to the 
officers for stating the impression upon their mind at that 
time; and, being at that time pressed much by the distl'e~ses 
they had sustained in a long and perilous service, they might. -
easily believe that to be the sense of the letter when showed 
to them, they being convinced in their own mind of t.heil' 
own antecedent right. It is quite enough for Mr. Hastings' 
defence to say-that the act was not his. 

Plundel'ot With respect to another consideration of this, namely, that 
!~~:::~'?' these letters, which are called "Orders," produced, in point 

of fact, an effect upon the army in stinmlating them to rapine 
and plunder, which is stated to be the cause of the mischief 
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which fo1lowed, namely, some of the followers being plun- 26 APB.l792. 

dered after the capitulation had taken place-the attl'ibutinO' -
that to this letter is directly refuted by the evidence give~ 
upon that subject, which shows that the circumstance which 
took place was the result of a mere accident, committed in 
consequence of the misconduct of the Rani herself, in having 
played with and deceived them, from the morning when she 
was to bave surrendered the fort till twelve o'clock at night; 
and ill consequence of coming out at that time of night it 
was that some of ber follower:;! were plundered. 

With respect to the treatment of this woman, Panna, it is ~arge or -
represented that Mr. Hastings, violated all the attentions m"::~:r:~ 
that were due to her sex; [in away] particularly offensive Ram. 

to the manners of the Ellst and the respect there paid to the 
female sex :-
"And did further prohibit Major Popha..'1l, or the commanding officer 
of the army employed in the aboye service, from entering into any 
conditions with the said mother of the said Rajah eyen for a. provision, 
and did declare tha.t, if she disappointed certain expectations, or did not 
instantly comply with certain terms which he the said Warren Hastings 
proposed to her in cODsequence of some overtures from her, he would 
consider it as a wanton affront and neyer would forgive the same." 

Now, my Lords, these are picced cxtracts from two dis- ~rivted 
tinct lettcr<l-onc of them written upon the 22d of October,let:r.":,~ 
the other written upon the 3d of November; the first Of~.H ... t
them being a letter written in consequence of overtures 
being made from the Rani, communicating offers which were 
thought n<)t to be tenable, at a time when she was com
manding the fort in open rebellion. Mr. Hastings says be Thd el,fi~8t. to 'n ' 1 . I ds ec mmg 

l
Wl not cObD:sent to Bhny enhga~emefnthto set~ edany ant uPton:~~:~~8 
ler not su ~ect to t e aut orlty 0 t e zamm ar, nor 0 en er f,!r a fcrovi-

into any conditions with her even for a provision. That is,810n or her. 

he will not undertake to settle. upon the zamindar or upon 
the country nny permanent imposition, to allow her either 
lands or money, as the condition of surrendering the fort. 

The second letter is written thirteen days afterwards, 
after overturl!s had been made by the Rani containing new 
terms of accommodation; and it is then said, that Mr. Hast
,jngs said that he prohibited entering into any terms with 
her, and that he would consider it as a wanton affront. 
Now, my Lords, read the whole of that letter. Mr. Hastings, ~;::ond, 

'in the most humane and attentive manner, immediately her te~~. 
accepts the whole of the terms she herself offered! He' 
directs his own steward, the diwan, immediately to go, fur':' 
nished with all the materials for the purpose of effectuating 
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26APR.I702. the exact terms she proposed; but he accompanies it with 
- saying, that- -

" If, after I have sent from Benares to Bidjey Gurh, which is at the 
distance of forty miles-if after I have sent all this apparatus for the, 
purpose of conveying her and all her attendants and of giving effect to 
all the proposed-if she who has delayed us six weeks should afterwardS: 
refuse to comply with it, then I shall consider it as an insult alid! ' 
affront." ., . . ~ 

Would it not have 'been so under these circumstances? And 
yet the latter part only of this is taken out, and all the 
preceding part, that showed he adopted the terms proposed 
by the Rani herself and directea his own people to carry it 
into execution, is omitted! Mr. Hastings said-" I have 
no doubt she will accept these terms." It was right to 
hold.a firm language to a person who had so long trifled 
with them. It had the effect: she surrendered the fort, 
though she delayed from morning to the evening. But, 
immediately after she had surrendered the fort and had 
ceased to be in open,arms against us, that moment is every 

His le~ter attention shown to her by Mr. HastinO"s. Upon an inti-
reproVlng . '" 
the violence mation to him that some of her followers had been plun-
~!l~:ry. dered in coming out of the' fort, he writes a letter, which I 

will beg to state to your Lordships, to show with what very 
little truth it is represented that Mr. Hastings was defective 
in humanity upon this occasi?n. It is in page 284:-

"It gives me great concern that the. licentiousness of any persons 
under your command should have given cause to complain of t~e 
infringement of the smallest article ofthli"c!,-pitulation in favor "of the 
mother ofCheyt Sing, and her dependant(s. I hope you will discover 
the' offenders and oblige them to makere,stitution, and also punish them 
in the most exemplary mannel'. I rely on'your humanity and justice to 
make her all the recompence in your power by a scrupulous care to 
enforce the remaining stipulations in her favor." 

That was tIle conduct Mr. Hastings observed to her the 
momep.t slle ceased to be an open enemy. The moment she 
had capitulated and restored the place, he uses ~very possible 

Order for attention to her. Besides this, though it is here stated that 
putting the d" l' h d d'd . .• h h Ra.ni into he oppose a prOVISIOn lor er an 1 not mqUlre w et er 
~~~S~~~!g the property there belonged to her or not, upon an intimation 
in :aeuare.. from her that she possessed real property in Benares and in 

the neiO"hboUl'hood, Mr. Hastings immediately writes that 
she sho~ldbe put in possession of both. He says, with 
respect to it,- ' 

"The bearers, coolies, and other conveyanlJes have been ordered for 
the women and their effects. The mother of Cheyt Sing, her family and 
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attendanta, may reside wherever Bhe pleases, and she shall be put into 26AFB.17911. 
ll08session of such houses as are her own immediate property." -

Therefore, Mr. Hastings did put her into immediate pos;. 
session of this property. In con seq uence of that, the mother 
and wife and daughter of Cheyt Sing, with all their attend
ants, were escorted to Benares. They were then permitted 
to reside in every possible safety. They were afterwards, Humanity 
by their own desire, escorted by Lieutenant Hamilton to towards her. 
Allahabad, for the purpose of joining Cheyt Sing. They 
were met there by an escort sent from Madaji Scindia, in 
whose camp Cheyt Sing was., They had received a fifteenth 
of all the money found in Bid~ey Gurh, amounting to 25,OOOl., 
with all their plate; a~d ttiey expressed in the strongest 
manner their gratitudealld thankfulness for the humanity 
and attention they had experienced. So much with respect 
to the ill-treatment of Panna! 

I come now to the last head of this charge-the arrange- Charge. 
ments that were made subsequent to ,the rebellion and flight =:~~ 
of Cheyt ~ing. Your Lord8hips will find them to consist of ments'tsuth-

h . f . d f h f M h' sequen 0 t e appomtment 0 a new zamm ar, 0 t e name 0 e IP- C!Ieyt Sing's . 
narain, and, a naib, of the name of Dnrbedgy Sing, and the lllglit. 
I'ettlement of the tribute, which was stated to be arbitrary :~ 

" That be did further abrogate and set aside all treaties and agree
ments ,,·hich Bubsisted between the state of Benates and the British 
nation, and did arbitrarily and tyrannically, of his mere authority, raise the 
trihute to the sum of 400,0001. sterling, or thereabouts; and did further 
wantonly and illegally impose certain oppressive duties upon goods and 
merchandize, to the great injury of trade and ruin of the province; and 
did further dispose of as his own the property within the said provinces, 
by granting the SBme or parts thereof in pensionB to such persons as he 
thought fit." 

Now, with respect to all these subjects of the arrangement 
that was made by Mr. Hastings in the year 1781, I confess 
myself I should rather have thought that they might have 
been resorted to as exhibiting proofs of the wisdom and 
policy of his government, in every one of the circumstances 
t hat are qnoted. He appointed Mehipnarain. It is said Abrogs~ion 
that he abrogated the treaties existing between the state ofottreaties. 
Benares and the East India Company. 'What treaties exist-
inrr between the state of nennres and the India Company? 
That proceeds altogether upon a mistaken idea of this being lIenaresnot 
an independent state. Cheyt Si~g wa~ appointed by. zam.in- ~~n~:t 
dary samms. He hnJ a grant given hIm of the zammdary : state. 
he had forfeited the zamindary of the Company. There was 
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6 APR. 1792. then no obligation of treaties, but ,the property reverted to 
Cheyt Sing'. the sovereign upon the forfeiture of the individual to whom 
forfeiture of 't h db t d I h' J! h C his zamin. 1 a een gran e. t was t en competent lOr t e om-
dary. pany to regrant it,. if they had the power to do it. That 

Appoint
ment of 
Mehipnao 
ratn. 

Mehipna
rai\l'. title 
to thesuc-

o cession. 

power I have already shown to have devolved upon Mr. 
Hastings. 

Now, did he exercise that power improperly in respect of 
the person elected?_ Mehipnarain was the grandson of 
Bulwant Sing; and Mr. Hastings, with a proper exercise of 
llUmanity, attention and policy, npon this occasion thought 
it better to elect a person next in succession, rather than to 
look out for a more capable stranger to put in that sitnation, 
because of the attachment that lthe people might have to the 
family 'that had been so long their governors. In conse
quence of that he chose Mehipnarain. He was the granJ- ' 
lOon 'of Bulwant ~ing by a legitimate daughter of Bnlwant 
Sing. 

I find that this very person, in the year 1770, when he 
was only eight years old, had been considered by many 
people in the country to be intitlecl-if anybody was in
titled, of which. I have stated very great doubts; but, if 
anybody was, he 'Qad a preferable right of succession even 
to Cheyt Sing himself, because he was a legitimate de
'bcendant, and because he was the son of a person that had 
not lost the caste; whereas Cheyt Sing was ali illegitimate 
son, and' was the son of a person of an inferior caste. Cap
tain Harper states, in page 36 of the printed Evidence, that 
there were several competitors for the zamindary of Benares; 
among whom was a grandson of the Raja, Bulwant Sing, 
who was strongly supported by the Brahmans, because his 
mother is, the wife of a Brahman;nnd to whom he gives 
the prior right of succession, for this reason-that Cheyt 
S~ng is not'the issue of Bulwant Sing's wife, but of a Rttj
poot woman whom the ;Raja took into his f;tmily. 

Upon that occasion, the' Governor imagined it to be the 
partiality of the Brahmans to one of their oWtt- sect, and 
rejected it upon an idea that females were not intitled to 
succeed; that is, that you could not derive your title 
through a female, which Mehipnarain would have done-but 
in that respect they were mistaken ;-and that, if anybody 
had a right at all to succeed, it would have been found 
that at that time tIle mother of Mehipnarain was preferably 
intitled, as the legitimate heir. But, undoubtedly, these were 
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6t subjects of considcration at the time when Cheyt Sing 26APR.1792 

Ilad forfeited it, and they had to look out for lit new person. -, 
Mehipnarain's mother stood next. , 

Mr. Hastings states that he had entertained doubts about 
the preferable rights either of the mother of Mehipnarain,of 
the husband of that mother, or· of Mehipnarain himself; and 
that he JIM intended, if it had been matter of contest, tQ 
have referred it to the whole body of pandits to decide; but 
that was rendered unnecessary by the surrender made by the 
mother and her husband in favour of the grandson, M'ehip
narain. The consequence was, he was left the person next 
intitled in succession to the zamindary: he was. the person 
chosen. He was at that time a minor, and, in point of per
sonal talents, not qualified for the situation. He had been 
kept secluded from the world and business by Cheyt Sing, 
perhaps out of policy, and, ther(;1fore, not very ca.pable of 
conducting his affairs; therefore, Durbedgy Sing was, ap
pointed naib, but who turned out afterwards to be very 
unfit for his situation. He was chosen only because he was 
the father of the Raja. I hope it will appear, in exercising 
that part of his duty, that 1\1r. Hastings paid proper atten
titm to the rights and interests of all persons, and every 
attention to the province. 

'With respect to the tribute, he raised the tribute. He Charge of 

b k ' I' d b dl raisil1g the was II. out to rna e a new contract. t was, un ou te y, tribute. 

competent to the Company to make a new contract upon 
any terms they thought fit; and, when a new contract was 
made, it was but reasonable to consider what was the real 
value of the thing they were about to grant. , As to the . 
mode of detel'mining what the value was, Mr. Hastings Care of 

applied to all the best documents that could be got for that ~~; ;roast
purpose. Cheyt Sing had taken out of the country with ;fcertiin f 

him almost all the accounts of the revenues of the zamindary. th~ ~:~l? 
There were a few left behind, which Mr. Hastings obtained dary. 

from the Resident, containing an exact account of the collec-
tions in tIM prior year, amounting to fifty-three lacs. There 
was another account that was delivered to him by the new 
naib: and also another account of nn officer who had for.: 
merly been in the employment. From those he ascertained 
what was the actual produce of the zamindary; nnd, after 
deducting every posdible expense, and after restorino-, what 
bad been laid aside by Cheyt Sing, [the allowances a~signed 
to distressed families and men of piety and learning, by which 
he recovered, to] :323 families in great indigence, the small 
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l!8A1'B.1792. provision made for them, after making every deduction for 
- expense of collection, there appeared a net surplus of forty

nine lacs. After making a competent allowance to the new 
Raja for his support, of the sum of six lacs and a half, and 
allowing his steward a sum of about 6,OOOl. a year, as a 
salary, . there remained a net surplus, after making every 
provision, of the sum of forty lacs-at which it was settled. 
That is stated to have been the mode in which he settled it, 
in the evidence already before your Lordships, in page 295. 

Disposa\or My Lords, it is stated, in the next place, that Mr. Hast-
the property • I d· d f h . hi h . of the pro- mgs wanton y Ispose 0 t e property Wit n t e provmces 
VInce. as his own, by granting the sante in pensions to such persons 

The grants 
made to 
natives for 
public 
services. 

as he thought fit; from whence I should have [thought] that 
it had been some job done by Mr. Hastings in favour of his 
own particular fdend~ and favourites. What were these 
pensions? There were three in number, given to three 
persons, in return for meritorious public services to the state 
-th~ee natives, who are named and statell, with the ground 
upon which the pension was gi,·en to each of them. There 
was a pension in favour of a person of the name of Benernm 

::~J.;1m Pandit In page 122 of the printed Evidence, are stated the 
reasons why a pension was granted to that peI'8on. The 
passage is long and, therefore, I will not trouble your Lord
ships with reading it. It states the particular merit that 
Beneram Pandit had in the course of the rebellion at Benares. 

In another place, in a letter that Mr. Hastin~s wrote, 
which is in page 151, giving an account, on tIle 21st of 
November, of the establishment he had made, he there de
scribes the pensions that he had granted and the reasons for 
them :-

"I now proceed to the explanation of the particulars of the settle
ment, &c.: "To the merits of Beneram PundIt and his brother, on this 
occasion, I must add along series of attachment Imd etl'ectual service, from 
the year 1773 to the present time. Though the immediate serrants and 
confidential ministers of a foreign state, to the constitutional members of 
which they ha\"e always professed an almost enthusi~tic d~\"otion, tbey 
have zealously adopted all my views for the promotion of a connection 
between their Government and ours. For this purpose, Beneram Pundit, 
at my requisition, made one journey to NangpooJ', and attended Colonel 
Leslie and Colonel Goddard in the first operations of their detachment. 
Another of the brothers still attends General Goddard in the same 
capacity, and has been of great use by his letters, in refuting the false 
representations which were made from Poona., to the Govemment of 
Berar of the events of the war. Beneram Pundit prol'eeded to Nang
poor, and, chielly at my requisition, returned with a constitution much 
~pa.ired by the customary effects of the malignant climate of the route 
lying between Calcutta and Nangpoo\". To his .in1Inence I entirely 
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ucribe the generoul conduct of thai Gqvemment to ours in many signal 26 APR. 1m. 
Instances which stand recorded on our consultations, and will be univer- -
sally acknowlei.ged as such, when time shall have effaced the prejudices 
with which they have been, and perhaps still are, represented by some; 
and to him I owe the influence which I myself possessed with the late 
Dewan Demanger Pundit, and its effects while he was living. In the 
same spirit of common attachment, Bissumber Pundit, the younger 
brother, went, instructed by me, t~ Chimnajee Bauboo, the commander of 
the anny, employed last year in the province of Orissa, and assisted Mr. 
Anderson in his negociations. In all these instances, I have considered 
and treated them equally as the friends of our Government and the faith-
ful servants of their own; and, wherever I have been, one or both have 
been my constant attendants. If these services shall be admitted as 
meritorious, although they should be ascribed to motives of personal 
respect to myself, still let it be considered that it was in my character of 
the first and executive member of our state that I received such instances 
of it, or could ha\-e the means of inspiring it; and that I doubt whether 
a national attachment, in an alien breast, can either grow or subsist on 
any other principle. For all these united reasons, I have thought it 
incumbent upon me to recompense the merits of this family, by the 
seasonable grani of a public income derived from the settlement of the 
pro\'1nt'e in which they resided, and in the recovery of which to our 
authority they have made to themseh'es so near an interest. The first 
of these pensions is a jaghir granted to Beneram Pundit, of the yearly 
amount of rupees 25,000. I have already acquainted the Board with 
the faithful services of this man and his family during the late troubles, 
which I can take upon me io assure the Board, whatever was our opinion 
of them at the time, and however repugnant it may he to our national 
character to regard any situation of affairs with the eye of despondency, 
were considered uni,-ersally by all but ourselves, equally by friend and by 
foe, as utterly desperate."· -

It will be recollected that this person was the servant of 
the Berar Raja, whose army, consisting of 30,000 horse, bad 
been inactive upon the frontiers of Bengal, entirely by 
means of the assistance obtained through the medium of this 
person. 

The next pension was in favour of Bundoo Khan, whose Bundoo 

name is affixed to a jagir of two hundred a year. [Mr. Khan. 

Hastings says of him] :-
" He is an inhabitant of the town of Chunar. He attended Captain 

Blair in the unfortunate attempt on Ramnagur, and in the battle fought 
at Pateeta ;- and was of much service to that officer on both occasions, Assistance 
by his knowletlg'e of the ground and by a natural good understandina, at the battle 
which enabled him to apply that knowledge to the incidents before hi~. orPa~ta. 
'fhis man suggested the expedition, which was afterwards formed, to 
take possession of the passes lying behind Lutteepoor by an unknown 
IUId secret route, and WI'S himself the guide ofthe detachments." 

Your Lordships will recollect tbat the battle at Patteeta 
lIpon the 20th of September, was that which ended in th~ 

A. .4#_.# 

• Printed in the .. Minu ... of the Evidene.," po 159. 
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26 APB.17Ul. final overthrow o~ the rebel forces. The ihir(l and last pen
J?2'~aut sion was in favour of a person of the name of Jugger Naut 
SlDg. Sing, late commandant in the third regiment of sepoys. 

[Respecting him Mr. Hastings writes] :- . 

[" Having been strongly reco=ended to me by Colonels Muir, Auch· 
muty, and other officers of rank, whose reco=cndation at this time 
had pa:rticiIlar weight with me, for a provision in his declining years, 
after having passed thirty of his life in faithtul and meritorious service, 
I procured for him a jagheer in the zemeedarr. to the yearly value of 
1,2nO rupees. I am persuaded that the Board will admit the expediency, 
as well as the justice and hdmanity, of making a more comfortable pro
vision than our ordinary invalid establishment allows for such native 
soldiers as have merited the particular attention of their superiors; and I 
flatter myself that the present instance, as well as the principle on which 
it is founded, will meet their approval."] 

I am so perfectly satisfied that it will also meet the appro
bation of your Lordships, that I shall certainly not detain 
you with saying a word more upon that subject. 

Duties and The only remaining subject respecting this settlement waf', . 
. customs. the duties; and I confess I am a little surprised both with 

that being made the subject of charge, and with the evidence 
that was given upon that subject. The evidence upon it is 
in page 297; .and it seems to me that the regulations made 
hoth in the duties and the customs by Mr. Hastings were 

Substitution extremely beneficial. Prior to the time when Mr. Hastings 
or an ad • dB' . I! I" .1.1 '1 d valo,"'" for arnve at enares, a very IInpenect po lCY lDueeu preva) e 
d.f:;:eral upon this subject, by laying a general indiscriminate duty 

upon articles by the weight, without any reference to their 
value; and an article worth ten pounds 9r ten sLillings, if 
it 'weighed the same, was subject to the same duty. Mr, 
HastinO's thought, in which I should think he was not very 
unwise~ that that was not a proper mode of ascertaining the 
duty, hut that a mare proper way would be to lay the duties 
ad valorem. Accordingly a five per cent. duty ad valO1'em 
was imposed. Before it had actually taken effect, it was 
found that five per cent; would press too much upon small 
articles. 

I,etter to the " I shall trust to the candor of your honourable Board for my excuse 
Directors. . in pointing out some articles on which a duty of five per cent. will be 

too heavy, and by which the collection would be injured, viz., mace, 
cloves, nutmegs, cinna:rnon and silk. 

" The people who principally trade. in these articles are the Maratta 
merchants, and a religious sect called Ahtects, who generally land their 
goods at Mirzapore, and from ~hence carry them by land and bullocks 
into the Deccan or to . DeThy; and they find it more profitable to unload 
their boats at Patna, ann carry their goods thl'ough Ramgur, than to pay 
so heavy a custom as five per cellt. will amount to in the road from Patna 
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to Mirzapore. I know for certain that, on the rumour being spread in 26 APB.1792. 
December last.that five per cent. was to be levied on every article, by the 
directions of the bonourable the Governor General, that the principal 
houses in the Deccan immediately ordered their Gomastahs to stop all tbeir 
boat. at Patna, and to send their goods by the route above-mentioned, 
if the duty of five per cent. was continued. I beg leave to lay before your 
honorable Board another proposition-whether it will not be judicious 
to reduce the five!er cent. to two and a half on our own staple com-
moditiee, viz., broa cloth, European iron, steel and copper." 

And that letter of Mr. Markham's stating this is the evidence 
that was given before your Lordships to prove-
"That Mr. Hastings had wantonly and illegally imposed certain oppres
sive duties upon goods and merchandize, to the great injury of tbe trade 
and ruin of the province; that the general regulation of a nve per cent .. 
duty ad valorem, instead of a duty according to the weight, were oppres
sive duties in the province, because it was found that in mace, cinnamon, 
cloves and Bilk, it was found to be two and a half too much." 

And thcre they stop in the evidence. If they would have 
been so good as to have read to the end of it, they would 
have found that the order made by the Board immediately 
prevented any possible bad effect, because the proposed 
alteration immediately did take effect of reducing the duty 
from five to. two and a half; and, consequently, all pos
sible inconveniences from this wa.s prevented. The regula
tion was immediately adopted by the Board. 

It appears, in the very same computation from whence the 
evidence is taken to' prove the imposition of oppressive duties, 
to the injury of the u'ade and commerce of the country, that 
it was immediately prevented taking effect; and then, after 
it had taken effect. with the improvements, looking at the 
whole regulation, it has a contrary effect, by regulating the 
duties and the customs in a way that operated very benefi
cially for the country. 

It appears in evidence before your Lordships, or if it does n.ererenre 

not it-will be proved, that Mr. Hastings referred the adjust- f~s~::e~t)f 
mcnt of the rate of duties to merchants. With respect to the duties to 

. I d' h 1" d b f . h' merchants. some mtcrna utles, t at were loun to co a mlsc levous -
and impolitic nature, that rather operated as encourage-
ments to vice, and those which operated to prevent the resort n.e 

f ')' . h b ). t h mov,,) or o pI grlms mto t e country y aymg a ax upon t em, opp~'e,sive 
Mr. Hastings removed them. He has relieved the country duties. 

from all that were oppressive duties; and those that were 
continued were regulated in a manner to be beneficial to tIle 

• Letter of W. Markham, Resident at Benares, to the Council, datecl 20th 
of :ftIarch, 1782.-1'rinted in the" Minutes of the Evidence,'~ p. 297. 
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26A1'R.1792. commerce of the country. The resort of pilgrims has been 
- much increased, to the advantage of the province and very 

much to the credit of our Government. 
Charge of After this establishment had taken place, which it did in 
r~~o~:lb~for the year 1781, two other circumstances are made the subject 
stewards. of charge, and upon which I shall detain your Lordships a 

very short time :-the successive removal of twonaib~, or 
stewards, that were appointed and found unequal to their 
task. First, Durbejey Sing. He was found to be a person 

Durbejey that so conduct.ed himself that he could no 10n2:er with pro-
Sing. ~ 

priety be trusted in the management of the country. He 
. was remoyed, and was succeeded by another who was after

wards found equally insufficient. I certainly will not trouble 
your Lordships with going through all· the evidence upon 
that subject, which will be laid before you; to prove a satis
factory and proper cause for the reJlloval of both those per
sons, who were selected on account of their kindred or rela
tionship, without a previous k:D.owledge or trial of their 
abilities; but, being found eventually to be unequal to their 
situation, it was certainly the duty of Government to supply 
their places with persons that were more fit. 

The conse- It is It singular thing that, upon this subject, any charge 
~~:~:S~~ of misconduct of these persons, and particularly the last of 
~~~~~c~l1s, them, should be converted into matter ~f accusation against 
ch8~gef Mr. Hastings-that, because Jugger Deo Sing was guilty of 
~~~ast. oppression in the country, and of acts that were detrimental 
mgs. to. the revenue; because he exacted a payment in kind 

when he ought to be paid in money; because he neglected 
to use the Raja's name in the instruments of government.; 
_because he had neglected to protect the inhabitants when 
some troops passed through, and by that means produced 
those appearances, which Mr. Hastings describes, of the 
villages being abandoned and of the traces appearing of the 
bad government of the naib-these are selected and made 
a paragraph in the Article before your Lordships. An 
extract is taken of a part of that letter, in which Mr. Hast
ings complains of the temporary effect of the misconduct of 
this person, and it is here exhibited as a proof of the mis
governmeI)t of the country, and converted into an accusation 
against Mr. Hastings; as the author of those oppressions 
'which he complained of and' instantly removed the author 
of; and yet, notwithstanding that, are these converted into 
accusations against Mr. Hastings! . 

::~:J~~ With respect to the means that were taken for recovering 



Speech of .J[ r. Plumer. 943 

the arrears from one of these defawters, Durbejey Sing, th3 :!6APR.l79S. 

common and ordinary means were taken that are taken the IU'J'ellI'9 

with every defaulter in the public revenue-by putting ~:;. ~~. 
a guard on the outside of the walls of his garden: he had 
a house and garden of considerable extent. That is stated 
as a great hardship and a great oppression, when at that 
time he owed 80,0001. to Government. That they should 
put a guard over him and arrest him in that sort of way, to 
procure the payment of a debt due to Government-that is 
al80 made a su bject of charge. 

With respect to the situation of the country, it is then Charge of 

stated, as a conclusion of the whole, that the country was :~: ~u:.~,~~ 
reduced to utter desolation and ruin by the acts of Mr. Hast-
ings; that the consequence of all he did in this province, 
towards Cheyt Sing and towards the cotmtry, operated to 
produce the ruin of the country. No evidence has been 
given of that, excepting only the letter thnt is extracted in 
the 31st paragraph, which, your Lordships will recollect, 
describes the temporary effects produced by the bad govern-
ment of an individual, and which would be corrected by the 
removal of that individual. He was removed. Another 
person was appointed. New regulations were adopted; and, 
instead of its having operated to the ruin and desolation of 
that country, from that time to the present the country has 
heen gradually increasing in population and in wealth. 

Your Lordships will recollect that, in consequence of the Establish· 

arrangements made by Mr. Hastings at Benares in the year ::Uta':!da 
1781, a civil and a cdminal court of justice were established. :::nal 
The kotwali was taken from the persons who had abused it, . 
and establi!!hed under the conduct of a person, who has 
frequently been mentioned, who has administered justice 
in that place with a degree of purity, perhaps, unrivalled 
throughout India-not exceeded in any oountry in the 
world-in a way that has not produced a single complaint, 
as one of the witnesses stated, from that time to this. The 
conduct of that excellent magistrate and the police of 
Benares, regulated in Buch a manlier ever since, has been 
the admiration of all persons who have since visited it. 

'Vith re8pect to the tribute that is stated to be oppres- ~h~ or 
sive, that tribute has been collected from that time regu- ~~F~e 
larly ta the present; every farthing has been realised. It tri ute. 

has been proved to have been all paid, except the balance 
due from that person I stated that died indebted to the 
Company. It is proved by Mr. Benn to ha.ve been regularly 



9H. Defence on tlte First Cltarge-Benares: 

26.A.Pn.l~92. paid duriI1g the period of his time, and the country at that 
- time to .be in a flourishing state. Your Lordships recollect 

~vi1rnceof the evidence of Mr. Benn upon that subject; It is in paue 
th~'p:!nof 319. He was asked- l:> 

sperousstate 
of the. " 'When did you see this country last l' 'I left Benares in the 
country. .year 1786, I believe in February in that year.' 'What was the condi

tion of 'Benares when you saw it last, in point of cultivation and popu
lation l' 'It was both well cultivated and peopled-the parts I saw.' 
, Did you see Benares in 1783, and in what condition of population or 
cultivation was it then l' 'In 1783 I travelled from Benares to Buxar 
on one side of the river, and we travelled the same distance upon the 
other side of the river; I also travelled through the district of Benares 
to Chaundpo1'e, which was rather a circuitous way over that district, and 
I found it both populous and well cultivated.' 'Do you know anything 
of it in the year 1784 and 1785 l' 'I resided in the province of Benares 
in the years.1784 and 1785, and the description that I have given 
appears to be as applicable to those years as the others.' " 

My Lords, that is the country that was reduced to ruin 
and desolation,_of . which an account is given up to the year 
1786! In one of the latest documents that is received 
relative to the stl!-te of this country, which is dated on the 
5th of November, 1790, I find written by the then Resi
dent as follows,-

RR~ by " Meaning to annex the report of the state of the collection of Benares 
~he 7 ident, for the Fusilly year 1197;which ended on the 23rd of September last, as 
ID 1 90. a natural sequel to that of the first yeM of the permanent settlement, the 

The tribute 
easily borne 
by the 
count.ry. 

voluminous papers concerning which are not yet all transcribed, so as to 
. admit of being transmitted: I think it, however, proper to acquaint your 
Lordship that the full revenue to which the honourable Company is 
entitled, according to the terma of the settlement, concluded for the term 
of the Rajah's life by the late Governor General, has with due regu
larity and without any hardship or difficulty been realized, thereby 
exceeding the funds which were promised for the year in question, in my 
letter of the 26th of April, 1789. I have further the pleasure to assure 
your Lordship that I experience the heartfelt satisfaction of believing the 
country in general,to be in a promising progress of improvement, But 
as this must, either in the affirmative or negative, be ere now a matter of 
public notoriety, and being besides, from its nature, -unsuitable for me to 
enlarge on, I shall cheerfully trust to the result of all the other informa
tion your Lordship may collect concerning it." * 

This is the history of the country up to the present time. 
Without going through the history of the intermediate periods 
of it, it is enough for· me to state that the whole of this 
tribute, which is stated to have been "arbitrarily and tyran
nically" imposed by Mr. Hastings, to raise it to the sum of 
400,0001. sterling, has been found to be such as the country 

.. Letter of J. Duucan, Resident at Denares, to Lord Cornwallis, dated 5th 
November, 1790.-Printedin the" Minutes of the Evideuce," p. 1664. 
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could well bear and the zamindars regularly pay, leavmg the 26APB.1791 
country in a progressive state of. improvement. If it could -
be 80, I rather think that ought to be stated as a benefit 
derived to this country, where this nation has received, in 
consequence of the arrangements made in 1781, in a 'period 
of ten years, above 1,700,OOOl. more than it would have • 
received under the former arrangements. And. surely, if a 
contract was to be made, and could easily and justly be made, 
by which that benefit was to be derived to the country, it 
could bardly be stated as a matter of charge against 
Mr. Hastings that he should "arbitrarily and tyrannically" 
raise the revenue to that sum. This is, I believe, the whole 
lIub.iect before your Lordships upon this Article. 

The arrangements that have been made by Mr. Hastings Permanence 
do all, I believe-or the greatest part of them~ntinue to ~riw~t
the present day. To this day Mehipnarain is continued the rangementil. 

zamindar, though this Article charges that Cheyt Sing was 
unjustly expelled from the zamindary. If he was 80, I 
should think it would be very difficult to sho\v why he has 
so long remained an nnjustly expelled man, without any 
attempt for a period of ten years to restore him to that 
country. Mehipnarain, who, it is charged, was improperly 
appointed by Mr. Hastings, is still continued. aud is the 
zamindar to this day by the public authority. That tribute 
which is stated to be unjustly raised has been received by 
the Company, without an idea of anybody to reduce it to a 
lesser 80m. All the regulations of the country as to the 
duties are, and in every respect, continued to the present 
hour. No guilt belongs to the nation for au this, because 
great advantage is derived to the country from it. You have 
an unfaithful person expelled from it, who broke his engage-
ments with the Company and justly merited what has hap-
pened. In every other respect the country has been united 
to ns, in a way that admits of no danger. The military force~ 
instead of remaining upon the thread of dependence of a 
temporary character on the Raja, has now been united, in a 
manner to leave no danger in a frontier country in its union 
with this state. The revenue, the population, the commerce, 
the police, the justice of the country-in every respect have 
been happily administered. No ill consequences of any sort 
bave attended any part of the arrangements made by 
:Mr. Hastings. 

Having now gone through both the heads of the charge
that which relates to the personal treatment of Cheyt Sing 

VOL. II.. 3 0 
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HAP&17!/B. and that -which relates to the management of the province
- after the great attention which your Lordships have done me 

the honour to pay me, I certainly shall not trouble your 
Lordships with any recapitulation upon this subject. 

Contrast of 
~:rSing 
Mr. Hast
ings. 

With respect only to Cheyt Sing, I shall observe that it 
cannot have escaped your Lordshiplii what was the conduct 
of that person, who is selected to be the favourite hero of 
this charge. I entreat your Lordships to- consider him and 
to consider the gentleman at your Lordships' bar-Cheyt 
Sing, who in the hour of our greatest distress endeavoured to 
destroy the British empire, and Mr. Hastings, the person 
aCcused, who preserved it. -

Conclusion. My Lords, 1 have now only to return my humble acknow-
ledgments to your Lordships for ~he attention wit)l which 
JOu have honoured me. I trust it will appear that I have 
not unfaithfully represented the evidence-lam "sure I have 
not intentionally done so; that it will appear that. through
out all this Article, no one proposition of an accusatory nature 
aga.in4't Mr. Hastings is well founded by the evidence that 
hl¥3 been adduced. On your Lordships' wisdom and justice 
I'fely with confidence for the event. 

- ' .. ' 
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