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MOfAﬁnhCmﬁcmdatmdwmntNuﬁnCmu—-Cm
spondence with different Fonctionaries. -

-

WhHiLE these things were going on elsewhere,
the important business of the war, including the
immediate defence of the Carnatic, and the
conduct of a variety of subsidiary operations,
was not neglected. Of the mission of Sir Eyre
Coote to assume the command of the army at
Madras, as well as of the march of a large de-
tachment of troops overland -from Bengal, notice
has elsewhere been taken. Sir Eyre found,
on reaching the scene of action, that everything
was there in confusion. The Sepoys, dispirited by
recent reverses, could scarcely be brought to look
the enemy in the face. The Europeans, few in
number, were dispersed and broken up into petty -
gusrisons. There was neither unity of purpose,
nor vigour of design, among those whose business
it was to direct in the field. There was wrangling
and mismanagement, and extreme jealousy of

foreign interference among the persons composing
VOL. II. B
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the cabinet. Moreover money, stores, cattle, pro-
visions, every thing on which the efficiency of an
_army depends, was wanting. And while the
Nabob, from whom the means of supporting the
war was expected, declared himself unable to fur-
nish a single rupee, and complained bitterly of the
insults that were offered to him, Hyder, the com-
mon enemy of him and of the English, ranged over
the open country at pleasure. Nevertbeless, Sir
Eyre Coote, though he reported these things to the
Supreme Council with the acrimony and queru-
lousness that characterised his temper, spared no
personal exertions to repair the evils which they
were eminently calculated to produce. The
troops were paid a portion of their arrears. Cattle
for draught and carriage were, as far as pos-
sible, provided, a bold face was put upon affairs
in general, and the army took the field. I
need not follow it in its career of drawn battles,
and somewhat profitless victories. Whatever
could be done to work a machine so imper-
fectly mounted as to defy the ingenuity of man to
work it effectually, Sir Eyre Coote accomplished ;
and be had the satisfaction, at the close of the cam-
paign to perceive, that, though the Carnatic was
not free, his own troops had recovered their con-
fdence, while Hyder, dispirited by the results of
various encounters, was become proportionably

deficient in enterprise.
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Sir Eyre Coote complained that from the Go-
vernor and Council of Fort St. George he did not
receive the support to which he was entitled. They
would neither supply his wants by their own efforts,
nor permit him to find supplies for himself, and
he sought from the Supreme Council such an en-
Jargement of powers, as would render him in the
{conduct of the war quite independent. Lord
Macartney, on the other hand, accused Sir Eyre
Coote of acting towards himself and his colleagues
with intolerable. insolence. He would pay no at-
tention to advice, far less obey an order in matters
purely military ; yet he was for ever interfering with
civil affairs, which no wise concerned him. Neither
were these gentlemen content to make their ap-
peals by letter. Each sent hisagent to Calcutta,—
Mr. Graham, Sir Eyre Coote’s Persian interpreter,
coming on behalf of the General, and Mr. Staun-
ton, private secretary to Lord Macartney, offering
himself as the representative of the Governor.
Mr. Hastings could not but feel that he was thrown
by these proceedings into & difficult situation. He
therefore strove, as the best and wisest course, to
reconcile the complainants one to another; and
wrote with this view the following letters :—

Teo the Right Hmourable Lord MacARTNEY.
Fort William, 21st March, 1783,

My Lord,—I have derived the highest satisfaction
from the receipt of your letter of the 2d uitimo, by the

B2
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hands of Mr. Staunton. I am truly sensible of the force
of your Lordship's sentiments in my favour when I
consider that, in the most arduous and critical situation
of affuirs under your Government, you have deprived
yourself of the able assistance of your confidential
secretary for my ease and information. The impression
which so flattering a mark of your Lordship’s atiention
has made upon my mind, I will not attempt to describe,
persuaded that Mr. Staunton has observed, and will do
justice to them. 1 will content myself with simply
making you my warmest acknowledgments. I have
endeavoured to give effect to your Lordship’s design
in this ingenuous proceeding by the most free and un-
reserved communication of my sentiments to Mr.
Staunton upon every subject which you have charged
him with, and I trust that they are such as will con-
vince your Lordship of the anxious desire which I have
to co-operate with you-firmly and liberally for the secu-
rity of the Carnatic, for the support of your authority,
and for the honour of your administration, by every aid
which this Government and my personal influence can
afford.

1 refer your Lordship to Mr. Staunten for the detail
and result of the long and frequent conversations
which we have had ; he wiil give you complete informa-
tion, and I hope as complete satisfaction on every point
which has been in discussion.

I am persuaded that, after those clear explanations
which have now taken place, no future interruption will
happen to that mutual good understanding and cor-
diality with which our correspondence commenced, and
I beg leave to assure your Lordship that few things are
more the objects of my wishes than to preserve and
improve this harmony for the protection and advance-
ment of the important iuterests committed to our
charge. 1 have the bonour to be, with the highest
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esteem, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and
most faithful humble servant.

To Lieut.-Gen. Sir Evae Coors, K.B.
' Fort William, 21st March, 1782,

Dear Sir;,—The public l_étters which you will have
received from this Government since Mr. Graham's
arrival will have convinced you -of my particular and
Jeady desire to afford you every support which could be
given to you by the influence of this Government, nor
has that of the other members of it been less zealous
for the same effect. You will have perceived that we
have confined our interposition to influence only. The
reason, and that which operated with greatest force
on my mind was, that the tone of authority would but
have given offence, and perhaps excited defiance, and
though the Court of Directors have empowered us to
issue our orders to the other presidencies, and have
commanded them to cbey us, yet as they have given us
no power to enforce our orders, the obedience which
may be paid to them remains as optional as the com-
pliance which they might have given to our advice,
before we were invested with this extraordinary charge.
The president and select committee are possessed of
our full sentiments on the points which you have spe-
cifically referred to us, and it is at their peril if they
refuse to conform to them. '

Notwithstanding your pointed reference to us of the
subject of cattle, and™its essential consequence to every
.movement of your army, I own that I felt a repugnance
st the interference of this Government in a point of
such inferior detail ; but this sensation was much re-
moved by Lord Macartney himself, who had instructed
Mr. Staunton to consult me upon the subject. From
the charges of oppression and venality which have been
publicly and universally thrown on some of his prede-
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cessors, great allowances must be made for his Lord-
ship’s apprehensions of the consequences which every
act of apparent violence may produce on his reputation,
and 1 have no doubt that he will be equally pleased
and relieved by the opinion which we have given upon
this subject, for it is impossible that he should have
any other doubt or scruple respecting it.  If the service
should require the appropriation of every bullock in the
Carnatic to save it from impending destruction, none
but a visionary casuist, and he must be far removed
from any interest in it, would seriously object to it.
The same principle will egually apply to every other
exigency of the war, and more especially to your par-
ticular command, which we have said ought to be un-
limited both in its place and operations. We have
exacted from the select committee, as far as we could
exact it, their fullest confidence in your conduct, and
their assured sanction to all your acts.

That liberal allowance which we have recommended
to them to give, I should recommend to you to assume
in every case which falls under our description of the
necessity requiring it; that is, to repeat the words of
our letter, the conciliation of the dependant chiefs of
the Camnatic, the acceptance of terms offered by those
of the enemy, and in general such other acts as do not
fall within the express line of military command, but
which may contribute to the success of its operations,
either by adding strength to our arms, or weakening
those which may be opposed to them. And I believe
I may venture to say that such would have been the
terms of our letter to you, dictated for the purpose
of removing the restraints whick your late difference
with the government of Fort St George might imduce
you to impose on your conduct, but for our apprehen-
sion that both its construction and operation, if our
sentiments were conveyed in an official form, would



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS, 7

contradict and defeat the conciliatory spirit which has
dictated the mode of interference which we have
adopted. _

I can readily believe that it must be foreign from
your wishes to add to your unavoidable vexations any
grounds of contest with the government of Fort St.
George, to which you are not compelled by some very
strong necessity. But in a service of such hazard as
yours, many cases must occur to which the regular

owers of your command may not be competent, for
which no provision has been made, which will not wait
for express instructions, or which may be defeated of
their objects by communication. These may be of the
most important consequence, and perhaps such as may
decide on the existence of the Company’s interests in
the Carnatic. In every such case I must suppose that
you would act by the inherent authority of your general
trust, and that the Government under which you act
would ratify it. I understand that opportunities have
occurred, and it is sufficient for the application of the
principle which I have recommended that such may
occur, of reconciling and binding the Polygars and
other dependant chiefs of the Carnatic to our interest
by concessions pledged to them under a guarantee in
which they could confide; of offers made by men of
high command in the service or dependant on the
enemy, of engagements for money or provisions on
specified conditions ; of districts either newly recovered
or unprovided of agents, for the security of their reve-
nue, and too remote for their timely appointment in the
regular mode. These are instances which occur to my
recollection, of such a necessity as I have supposed
would warrant your acting without express instructions,
and bind the Government of Madras to ratify and
confirm it. But even these may require for your com-
plete justification, both that they should be combined
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with such other circumstances as will form the necessity
of a discretionary latitude, and that the mode in which
it is exercised shonld be in itself .unexceptionable.
Neither could thi¢ Goévernment prescribe on points of
such nice distinction, nor will they admit of a specifi-
cation. They are in their nature contingent and inde-
finite. '

I feel that I write under a check that will not allow
me the free expression of my decided judgment, for I
am imperceptibly led to advise cautjon, where I had
intended to excite confidence and decision. I will
therefore close the subject by assuring you that you
cannot possess the confidence of this Government-in &
greater degree than that which it is already disposed
fo give you ; but youimmediately depend upon another
Government, whose actions we have no power to con-
trol, and whose confidence we should wish, even if we
had that power, to flow spontaneously to you, rather
than that it ehould be yielded to our aathority, or to
the compulsion of necessity. I am afraid I must speak
plainer to be clearly understood. In a word, if I
myself stood alone in the charge of the government of
Fort St. George, 1 wonld give you an unboonded
liberty of action, or if I had not given it, and you had
assumed it, I would approve or ratify your assumption
of it. But in the application of this doctrine to others
who will judge for themselves, and have a right to
judge for themselves, I am fearful of saying what they
should give, or you should take, lest my opinion, which
cannot operate as authority, should prove the occasion
of fresh differences, and draw on me the imputation of
having excited them, in econtradiction of my professed
desire of reconciling those which have already arisen,

I have but a word to say upon the allusion which you
make in the beginning of your letter to the long inter-
mission which has happened in our correspondence. 1
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will own that I could not but regret that while I was
labouring to afford you all theaids of this Government,
' my intentions, even in the very instances in which I had
been impelled by the most friend®: consideration for
your reputation, scarce less than for the public service,
were either misrepresented or misconstrued as injurious
to you. How you could credit such a suggestion I
cannot conceive. But I have made allowances. Ifs
impression on my feelings, though not slight, was
transient, and you have done me justice in the con-
viction which you express that it has produced no
cessation in my zealous endeavours for the general
success of our affairs; for perhaps you are the only
man now on earth from whom I could sustain personal
grievances, and not only forgive them, but allow him
to extort from me my applause, and even my esteem
for his public virtues. Your exertions and sacrifices
have been such as exceed any credit which could have
been given you for them, or could have been expected
from any man.

You are already so fully informed on other pointsby
the letters of the Board, that I will not add to the
length of this by repeating them, further than to refer
you to Mr. Graham, to whom, considering him as
your confidential agent, I have explained my sentiments
in the fullest manner upon every point relative to the
public affairs, and our objects in them upon which you
can desire to be informed, and I trust to his compre-
hension and judgment for the faithful repetition of
them. I have the honour to be, dear Sir, &e.

The results of this reference to the Supreme
Government were so far advantageous, that Lord
Macartney and his colleagues in office gave way;
and the General was enabled, so soon as the return
of dry weather would allow, to take the field again
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with powers considerably enlarged. It cannot be
said, however, that the campaign of 1782 was in
any respect a glorious one. The British army
still Jaboured to a fearful extent under the disad-
vantage of inadequate means of transport, while
the whole country within which its operations lay,
was a desert. Perhaps, too, Admiral Souffrein,
however inferior to Sir Edward Hughes in sea-
manship, at least equalled his gallant adversary in
activity and mental resources ; by which means
large reinforcements of French troops made good
their landing, and the important fortress of Trin-
comalee was lost. The English, on the other
band, were not successful in an attempt to surprise
Arnee, within which a large -amount of Hyder's
treasure was deposited. They fought but a
doubtful battle in its neighbourhood, and sustained
the loss of a regiment of European cavalry, which
was drawn into an ambuscade and destroyed, on
the march back to Madras. Moreover it was at
this juncture that the General, made aware of the
treaty into which the Bengal government had en-
tered with the Mahrattas, endeavoured, by threaten-
ing Hyder with an attack from that quarter, to
lead him into negociations for peace; a proceeding
which was greatly blamed by the civil authorities
as an encroachment on their privileges ; and which,
not, as was insinuated, without some secret inter-
ference on their parts, led to nothing. Finally,
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after various encounters at sea, and marches and
countermarches on shore, the former in no instance
decisive, the latter harassing and unsatisfactory to
those engaged in them, the army returned in Sep-
tember to its cantonments at Madras; where the
General, having sustained two shocks of paralysis,
gave up the command, and set out soon afterwards
for Bengal.

And now, before I proceed to describe the con-
sequences of this unfortunate event, or to follow
up the progress of the war to its termination, it
may be well if I insert one or two specimens of
the sort of correspondence which the Governor-
general kept up all this while with his public
and private agents in various parts of the world.
Let it be borne in mind that India was not then,
as it is now, subject, either directly or indirectly,
throughout its length end breadth, to British in-
fluence. Native powers there were in every quar-
ter independent, and jealous one of another; to
preserve peace among whom was & point of scarcely
less importance to the Company than to hinder
them from combining for the destruction of the
English. *Accordingly, residents were stationed
at the courts of Hyderabad, Naugpoor, and Poonsh,
not less, as a matter of course, than at Lucknow ;
while Delhi itself, in spite of the decay of the
Mogul power, was not overlooked. For the King’s
great supporter, Nudjeff Cawn, was dead ; many
powerful chiefs were intriguing to receive the
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vacant bonour, while the Mahrattas strove to wring
from the King's weakness a grant of territory,
which would have brought them into dangerous
and inconvenient proximity with the English. At
Delhi, therefore, as well as at the other capitals,
Mr. Hastings was determined to establish a resi-
dent, through whom he might be informed of
events as from day to day they befel, and to whom
he might trust for the proper maintenance of
British interests.

I subjoin a few specimens of the manner in
which this important species of correspondence
was carried on. Mr. Hastings's letters are never,
as will be seen, formal or stately. They are, on
the contrary, open, frank, and friendly ; indeed, it
was a marked feature in his character that no man
ever served under him, and did his duty, but that
be succeeded ere long in establishing a strong
claim on his personal regard. Mr. Holland, to
whom the following are addressed, was the gen-
tleman whom the Madras government thought fit
to remove ; but who was continued at Hyderabad
by the authority of the Supreme Court, and did
good service there.

To Jour Horiaxn, Eeg.
Fort William, 6tk March, 1782,
Sir,—A letter which I had the pleasure to receive
from you, dated, as I believe, the 5th of December,
1780, or written about that time, contained the detail
of a conversation which you had with the Nabob
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Nizam-ul-Moolk upon the subject of the confederacy
which had been formed against our nation, and of
which in the conversation he acknowledged himself to
have been the author, justifying it on the principles
of sclf-defence, and charging Sir Thomas Rum-
bold with having cémpelled him to it by his threats, -
and actual infringements of the treaty subsisting be-
tween him and the Company. Your letter was laid
before the Board, but by some accident has been mis-
1id, as neither the original nor duplicate after a long
scarch can be found in the office. I shall esteem my-
self greatly obliged to you if you will ‘send me an
attested copy of it in duplicate, as it is of the utmost
consequence to the defence of my public character
against the attempts which have been made in Eng-
land to charge me with havieg been the occasion .of
the present war in the Carnatic. What I recollect of
the Nizam’s declarations is so full and absolute a con-
futation’ of that aspersion, that I believe it will require
no other. I am, with great esteem, Sir, yours, &e.

To tha same,

Calcutta, 14th March, 1782,

Sir,—I have just received your favour of the 8th
instant, and all the preceding in their order, with (as

-1 believe) all their duplicates. The reports of the
Berar agents are absolutely false, and appear to be as
contrary to the policy of their master, who is himself
no less anxious than your Nabob to obtain possession
of the person of Ragonaut Row.

Having committed the charge of the treaty for peace
with the Peishwa to Mr. Anderson with full powers,
and Mahdajee Sindia having also received full powers
for the same purpose from the Peishwa, it is unneces-
sary, and might tend to impede the effect of their
commissions, were we to make his highness acquainted
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with any of the points of our positive instructions, or
to give him an effective participation in the negocia-
tion. Yet I think it may be of use to undeceive him
upon the points which he has supposed us disposed to
yield, whether the supposition be his own, or the sug-
gestion of others. You may therefore affirm on the
surest authority that we never will consent to deliver
up Ragonaut Row to any one, or to do any act that shall
abridge his personal liberty ; that we will not surren-
der Salsette ; that we will not pay a single rupee either
as an indemnification for the expenses of the war, as a
restitution of revenue, or on any other ground ; nor that
we will subject the Company to the chout or any other
tax or tribute. With respect to the last article, you
may qualify the assertion, by supposing a bare possi-
bility of it in the event of his abandoning us,’and com-
pelling us to purchase an alliance as a counterpoise to
his power if opposed to us. Though I express such a
supposition, it is so inconsistent with his wisdom, his
interest, and his good faith, that the improbability of
it places it almost beyond the bounds of possibility.

You will be pleased to observe that I have confined
these negative assertions to the three points contained
in your letter, it being unnecessary to add what reso-
lutions have been formed omn others which are not
objects with the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn.

Mr. Holland was as yet comparatively a stranger
to Mr. Hastings ; Mr. Chapman was not; and
hence the difference of tone observalle in the let-
ters addressed to each. Yet in the former instance,
not less than in the latter, a epirit of kindness and
personal interest is shown, which eould bardly fail
of insuring the zealous eo-operation of the indi-
vidual who was its object. It was Mr. Chapman’s
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duty, on the other band, to conciliate and manage
the Court of Berar, which the interference of
Sindia, in adjusting the Mahratta peace, had con-
siderably disconcerted. Let the subjoined - tell
their own tale; for they are selected at random
from many more which relate to the same subject.

To CaarLes CHaPMaN, Esq.
Fort William, #th March, 1783,

Sir,—I have received yours of the I5th and 16th
ultimo. 1 have but one answer to the Rajah's mes-
sage, and that he has repeatedly received with full
replies to all his letters.

I made advances to Mahdajee Sindia by the advice
of Moodajee. It produced an immediate treaty of
peace with Sindia separately, and a general cessation
of hostilities. It has since produced a treaty with the
Peishwa, which has been ratified on both sides, and is
doubtless by this time interchanged, as the 24th of
the Jast month was appointed for that final ceremony.
On what grounds can I now depart from it, or Moodajce
require it? I have declared him to be the prime
mover of this negociation. Is it his wish that I should
break the treaty with which it has terminated, and say
that this also was by his advice? If I could submit to
practise so weak and faithless a policy, what credit
would he give to my professions of friendship towards
himself? Besides, you may assure him that the con-
sequences would be fatal to myself in the punishment
which the justice of my country would inflict on me for
the violation of its faith.

In a word, I shall ever consider Moodajee as the
friend of the English nation, to whom I first made him
known, and in whose favour have exacted its gratitude
for the instances which I have experienced of his attach-
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ment to its interests. But as I never depart from the
path which 1 have once chosen, and as 1 have never yet
committed or countenanced a breach of engagement, I
must adhere to those which I have concluded with the
Peishwa and Mahdajee Sindia, and as he was the
original author of both, I expect his support of both.
I am, Sir, your most obedient servast.

To the sme.
Fort Willinm, tth March, 1783.

My dear Chapman—I am sorry to perceive the
great alteration which has taken place in the disposi-
tion of the Naugpoor government to ours, and that
you have experienced the effects of it so sensibly in its
present treatment of you. Be patient: pay no unbe-
coming court or submission to any; nor seem to per-
ceive any cause for resentment, unless the provocation
be such as you cannot pass without notice. 1f they
talk of your leaving them, acquiesce; and rather de-
mand your dismission than stay with indignity: but
do not, I repeat, too precipitately eonstrue it. 1 cannot
account for the presentappearances, either in thischange
of temper in Moodajee nor in the uncommon spirit of
procrastination which has prevailed in obstructing the
ratification of the treaty, although the Mahrattas are
more noted for this quality than any other nation on
earth. Endeavour to discover the grounds of it at
your court.

One specimen more I feel myself ealled upon to
give, of the style, rather than of the matter, of Mr.
Hastings’s Indian correspondence. The following
is addressed to a gentleman who, in consequence
of certain changes introduced into the manner of
providing the Company’s investments, had com-
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plained to the Governor-general of the heavy losses
to which he was exposed.

To Stmeon Droze, Fug.
' Wednesdny.

Sir,—J am sorry that [ have kept you so long in
suspense; but I have had more to say in answer to
your letter than could be comprised in a written reply,
gdlicited as I am by the incessant and present calls of
other affairs. I am, I know not how, the only respon-
sible man to individuals, as I am, of course, principally
responsible to the Company for the success of this
undertaking. Every person whose interest is affected
by it looks with resentment to me as the author, and I
fear none make distinctions of times or of circum-
stances, but all claim as a right the same emoluments
to bg drawn out of the new investment, as they pri-
vately and unconfessedly drew from the regular in-
vestment, without regard to the public distress, to
the Company’s wants, or to the personal hazard to
which the members of thie Government, and myself
especially, are exposed, by so daring an innovation.
When the produce of the investment yielded the pro-
prietors of India stock their dividends, the interme-
diate profits which it afforded were subjects of envy to
many, of mere speculation to others, but of real concern
to none. The produce of the present investment must
go wholly to the payment of the bills which were
granted for the money which was raised to provide i,
(wholly, I say, for little of the little surplus will go to’
the proprietors.) Their dividends will be stopped,
and the whole body will be in arms upon so trying an
occasion. They will be told, and, true or not, it is
universally believed, that every article of the invest-
ment is provided for the Company at 30 or 40, and
even 50 per cent. beyond its real cost; this diffcrence

- YOL. III. C
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will be stated (not true) as a clear profit to the Board
of Trade, and a comparison will be drawn between
their situation and that of their principals. The ad-
vantages of the plan will be overlooked ; it will be
imputed to the worst motives, and myself and my
colleagues shall be charged with the whole guilt, be-
cause we were the authors of it. Punishments for
collective acts generally stop at the most conspicuous
actors, and 1 shall probably be sacrificed for the sake
of example, and my name and fortune blasted and
ruined.

After this statement 1 leave the application to your
candour. If you reply, that all your hopes after {wenty
years’ service must end in disappointment, and the
prospects of irretrievable indigence, you may hurt me
by the reproach, but I cannot reply to it. I cannot
affirm, though on the strougest conviclion, that you
have yet a fair prospect of a reasonable subsistence ;
that much more moderate rates will leave you still a
profit of which our employers in England would grudge
you the atiainment. You may have years of service
yet to come, which will yield you a compensation for a
Present and temporary forbearance ; and a forbearance
of what? of advantages which were unknown to the
service till lately, though now become the rights of
office. I have passed some years on the spot of which
yon have now the first charge, and in my younger

days held for some time the charge of the chicfship,
though not the name; and I can safely swear, that I
-neither gained, nor looked to gain, a rupee from the
investment itself. My profits arose from a different
source. I do not mean to express a wish that the
service should return exactly to the same sitnation, and
¥ am aware that the change of circumstances has made
it difficult to draw a comparison between the means of
profit which were offered at that time and those of the
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present ; but I affirm that 2 wide difference ought tobe
made between a time of distrest and a season of pros-
perity; between an unpopular and desperate expedient,
which nothing but success can prevent from falling,
with the most dreadful vengeance, on the heads of its
projector, (1 will no longer use the plural number,)
and the ordinary process and-¥eturn of 'a tradé which,
in the worst management of it, gratified all the ex-
pectatlons of its proprietors. Let me add something
in my own behalf. I think I have not shown myself
an enemy to the Company's servants. My eremies -
charge the reverse to me a8 a crime; I hope you have
never found me adverse to your imterests or wishes.
Place a slight and temporary difference of private in-
terest in one scale, and my ruin and disgrace in the
other, and let your own justice determine whether you
shall add or diminish the weight of the first.

I now answer particular points of your letter. I
doubt whether I can honourably tell you the specific
rates of the proposals which were tendered to me, since
they were entrusted to me for the use of the proposers,
and it would be an abuse of confidence to make the
conditions the ground of your own defeat, nor, I ap--
prehend, will it be pecessary. T have secn others yet
much below these, and I know the gemeral estimate
of them. You have better opportunities of attaining
the same knowledge.

You have the Board’s general opmlon of the pre-
ference which ought to be given to the Company’s
gervants; and especially members of the Board of
Trade. .

1 have but one word more... If you propose such
terms as will warrant their acceptance, and such 1
meant when I gave you similar assurances in our last
conveysation, [ am myself disposed, and have no doubt

of the like disposition in my colleagues, to give my
. , c2
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assent unhesitatingly, and without looking too nearly
to comparisons for their instant acceptance.

I have said but a very small part of what I feel on
this subject. I wish that you may see what I have
said through its proper medium. If you do not,a
volume of reasonings will pass discoloured to your
Jjudgment of it.—I am, &c.
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CHAPTER 1L

Intt;.l.ligmoo of ths Mn@ at Hol;la reaches Caleutta—Correspondence
with Lord Shelburne and Major Scopt.

/IN the midst of cares and anxieties such as these, .
when every thought of his heart was devoted to

the public service, Mr. Hastings received from
home intelligence of the proceedings which had
been taken, as well in the House of Commons as
in the Court of Directors, against himself. The
news was not very gratifying, -neither had it the
effect of encouraging him to further exertions in
s0 thankless a cause: yet there was a principle
within which enabled him to bear up against it;
and he determined to persevere in his own course,
because he knew that it was the best. It was
impossible, however, that he should refrain from
giving vent to his indignation in the letters which
moticed these attacks, and set his own conduct in its
proper light. Nevertheless the most vehement of
them all proves, that motives infinitely superior to
those of personal feeling swayed him ; and that if
ambition were in any degree the cause of his ad-
herence to office, it was ambition of the purest and
noblest kind. He desired to win a lofty reputa-~
tion for himself, by bestowing importapt benefits on
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his country. Lord Shelburne’s accession to power
had just been communicated to him when the
following was written.

To the Right Honourahle the Eerl of SueLpunns,
Fort Williarn, 12th December, 1792.

My Lord,—I have had the honour to receive a letter
from your Lordship by the hands of Mr. Dunkin, tc
whom I have given such assurances of my desire to
- promote his interests as my great respect for your
Lordship’s recommendation required; and I shall be
happy if I can afford him & more substantial proof
- of it

I return your Lordship many thanks for the pro-
fessions of esteem which you have done me the honour
to make tome. Iread them with a pleasure not, I own,
unmixed, and should at this time feel less embarrass-
ment in my acknowledgment of them were your Lord-
ship’s situation now the same as it was when they were
written. You are in a condition too elevated, and my
relation to it is too dependant, to allow me to distin-
guish between the sensations excited by my own in-
terest and the pride of being so honourably noticed
by a person of your Lordship’s eminent talents and
virtaes. Yet 1 think that my veneration for your
Lordship’s character has not always been accompanied
by the same grounds for imputing it to an unbecoming
bias, if a wish to obtain the support of your authority
in my public station can be ranked under such a con-
struction. I think not; for I can truly declare that I
do not wish to hold my place longer than the duration
of the present scene of multiplied warfare; and so far
1 am most perfectly disinterested.

Permit me, my Lord, to add, that I shall be most
happy if I may profit by the favourable sentiments
which yon have entertained of me, so far as to be
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honoured with your friendship, when all my viewsgof
ambition and foriune are closed ; and in the mean time
I will promise you that you shall see nothing in my
eonduct that shall discredit your present opinion of it.

I shall now address your Lordslnp in your minis.

terial character.
+ It is.now more than two months since the news arrwed
of the severe censures passed upon my conduct by the
§ecret Committeeof the House of Conrmons,and this was
speedily followed by the intelligence of the subsequent
resolution of the House of Commons for my dismiesion
from office. It is unfortunate for the publie welfare
* that this act, if it is to prove effectual, did not reach
us in its complete state, and that my removal and the
effective succession could not take place in the same
instant with the denunciation of the former. This
Government subsists more by the influence of public
opinion than by its real power or resources; and it
never required the support of that credit (I had almost
said dclusion) so much as at this time, in which all its
excrtions are required for the desperate support of the
Carnatic. A more important negociation, likewise, has
been for some months dependmg for & new connexion
with the Mahratta state, and for its alliance against the
invader of the Carnatic. I had entertained the most
sanguine ‘expectations of the event, which has only
been retarded by the mutual jealousy of the different
powers who are interested in it, each aspiring to be
the principal, and opposing it as the act of arival. I
now greatly fea? the reverse. Think, my Lord, of the
English newspapers and Leyden gazettes circulating
through every state in Europe, and every European
colony in Asia, the suspension of the powers of the first
British Government in India, at a period such as the
prescnt, in the express words of the resolution of the
House of Commons; and a French emissary at Poona
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ingrpossession of such an instrument to work en the
procrastinating spirit of the Mahrattas!

I have not seen the reports of the Secret Commitiee,
but I have read the resolutions which closed them,
and boldly venture to assure your Lordship that either
the former consist of partial selections, or they are
most positive and direct evidences of the opposite of
every resolution which was professed o be formed
upon them, and which contains my condemnation. As
your Lordship must be in possession of the reports,
and has been minutely informed of the train of events
and measures which have passed since the commence-
ment of my Government, I will avail myself of the
credit which I believe I possess with your Lordship
for veracity, and of the sure means which you have of
detecting me if I part from it, by affirming, without
reference to a long train of argument to prove it, that
I have never in a single instance broken the faith of a
treaty, or deserted or injured the interests of the Com-
pany; that I have never sacrificed the honour of my
nation ; that I had no more concern in the origin and
commencement of the Mahratta war than the Lord
Advocate of Scotland; that it began without my
knowledge; that it was resumed pot only without my
knowledge, but on principles as adverse {0 me as the
Mahrattas; that I supported the government of Bombay
in the prosecution of their first plan with money, with
a powerful military aid, and (I eonfess) with encou-
ragement; and I believe it is generally understood
that if the detachment sent from Bengal had not
seasonably arrived for their salvation, that presidency
was lost ; its credit, and with it our military reputation,
were utterly ruined. We retrieved both; we in our
turn redoced the Mahratta state to a condition which,
but for the calamities which ensued in the Carnatie
would have enabled us to command a peace on cur
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own terms, and that was the only issue of the war,that
I looked for. I affirm also, my Lord, that the invasion
of the Carnatic was not caused by the Mahratta war,
but by the known weakness of the Carnatic, the dissi-
pation of ite forces, its poverty, caused by private
embezzlement, and by a great confederacy formed
against all the British governments in India, a con-
federacy which was the avowed act of the Nabob
Nizam Ally Cawn, and declared by him to have been
prompted by a consideration for his own security
againet the menaced hostilities of the presidency of
For¢ St. George; that his reliance on the faith and
justice of this Government had induced him to with-
hold his support of the confederacy ; that my influence
with the government of Berar withdrew that member
of it; and that a diversion, projected by me, opposed
by Mr. Francis, and enforced by violence, both deprived
it of its moat active member (Hyder excepted), and
produced a general peace with the Mahrattas. In a
word, my Lord, the Mahratta war was the war of the
presidency of Bombay and of the Court of Directors.
The prosecution 'of it was mine, and the Mahratta,
peace is exclusively mine. Forgive me the boast when
I add that I have been the instrument of rescuing one
presidency from infamy, and both from annihilation;
and desperataggs the affairs of the Carnatic are, if my
hands are not tied or enfeebled, I will yet be a contri-
butor to its ultimate preservation.

I fear to load your Lordship with papers, but I may
. presume to refer you to such as are material in the
despatches which will come officially into your pos-
session, and therefore I beg leave to recommend to
your Lordship's attention as a part of the means by
which the great aids have been furnished which we
have been enabled to afford to Bombay and Fort St.
George, an account and explanation of the extraordi-_
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nary resources of this Government which were ereated
in the course of the last two years, consisting in an
increase of revenue, a diminution of charges of col-
lection, & reduction in the cost of the investment, and
above all, & new fund, which my colleagues, against
their declared judgments, permitted me to form on my
own separate responsibility, which, without territory,
the eclat of conquest, or the addition of military esta-
blishments, already yields more than fifty lacs of
rupees. I have an infinite pleasure in testifying to
your Lordship that I owe the success of this plan to
the incomparable industry and ability of the person
whom [ chose as an essential part of it for its exe-
cution, the son of my late and most valaed friend, Mr,
Vansittart. :

Your Lordship will hear that we have waited these
six months for the ratification of the Mahratta treaty,
and probably that the Mahrattas were forming designs
to invade us, for such reports are always fabricated on
the eve of every despatch. T will assure your Lord-
ship that no such designs exist in any known founda-

-tion, and that peace is as durably established with the
Mahrattas as if it had received every possible sanction
that the most powerful guarantees, or all the obliga-
tions of religion, could give it. The principal, Mahdajee
Sindia, is bound by interest to supp@et it, and the
state exists by his power. The chief of Berar com-
plains that he is not a party, and has written to me
that he will obtain the instant aceomplishment of the
treaty, if 1 will constitute him the gunarantee in the
place of Mahdajee Sindis. The Nabob Nizam Ally
Cawn, in all the pride of a descendant of the great
Nizam Al Moolk, indignantly resents the neglect
shown to the sovereign of Deccan, who alone has autho-
rity to regulate all its interests, still professing, but
with more reserve, the same conciliating disposition ; and
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Nanna Furneess, though the titular ruler of the Mahv-
Tattas, yet possessing no support in himself, hesitates

through fear of the other parties. In the mean-time,

the presidency of Bombay is in the actual collection of
a.revenue yielding, by !their' account, fifty lacs of
rupees, which they jmust restore when the treaty is

ratified; and to balance this advantage, we are deprived,

by the indecision of the minister, of the assistance of
the Mahrattas against Hyder, who has usurped a ter-

r::fory of near eighty lacs drom them, and they are as

impatient to'reclaim it as we are to'gain their co-ope-

ration. *

- I forbear to spea.k of the affairs of the Carnatic; Sir

Ejyre Coote is with us, but his constitution is so broken

that I fear for his existence. Yet infirm as he is, he

is our only resource, and his presence would - yet

retrieve the miserable state of the Carnatic, even

though he should be deprived of the powers of motion.

He is willing and sometimes impetuous in his resolu-

tion to return thither. He has infinite merit for his

exertions, and he cannot have a better'testimony than

mine, for he has never been over-partial to me.

I know not in- what direction the tide of popular
prejudices may have run when the news arrived in
England of my transactions during the last year at
Benares; but in the fear of misrepresentation and of
misconstruction, I made out an early report of it for
the immediate information of this Council, and joined
to the report all the vouchers and attestations which’
could confirm the truth of it. For the same reason I
have ecaused a number of printed copies to be made of
it, and one of these I have directed my agent, Major
Scott, to present to your Lordship. I entreat that
you will honour it with your acceptance, and that you
will bestow an early half hour of your leisure to read.
it. Allow, my Lord, this kind indulgence to the soli-
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citude which I feel to preserve your good opinion ; for
even your Lordship’s candour may not be proof againat
suggestions fortified by the general opinions which
are entertained against great revolutions. I trust to
my narrative for my clear acquittal of any criminal
imputation; and I solemnly asure your Lordship that
I neither added a rupee to my fortune by the excursion,
nor ever intended it. I could in truth add that 1 am a
sufferer by it.

It may perhaps prove a gratification of curiosity to
your Lordship to receive a book which is in every pro-
cess of it the manufacture of this country.

While I am writing ‘this, I have received s letter
from Major Scott, dated the 30th June, in which he
mentions it to be the expressed injunction of your
Lordship’s friends, communicated to mine, that I
should continue to exert myself for the public service,
without suffering myself to be influenced by any dis- .
couraging reports, of whatever authority, from Eng-
land. While I offer my grateful acknowledgments
for this fresh instance of your Lordship's favourable
disposition, I beg leave to assure you that I shall most
literally fulfil your commands, which have added to
my confidence, but not to my determination, to per-
severe consistently in one line of conduct, from which
I have never suffered myself to deviate under the worst
denunciations of public disgrace and dismission, nor
ever shall, while I am not disabled by them from the
power of discharging my duty with effect to the Com-
pany and my country. I am certain that I shall be
honoured with your Lordship’s most strenuous and
effectual support, if you can give it without a sacrifice
of more important interests; but I can well conceive
situations of things which may compel even your
judgment, however repugnant to your inclinations, fo
make the little interest which the public may have in
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my continuance in office yield to’ higher acquisitions.
In such a case I shall submit to my lot with cheerful-
ness, and still retain the due sensge of your Lordship’s
goodness. 'This only I beg of your Lordship, that you
will not suffer my character to be blackened by eri-
minal accusations, nor joined with the names of others
with whom it never had a connexion, nor my peace of
mind wounded, and my influence blasted with official
rgproaches and invectives, by those who may seek my
removal. These indignities I have borne during a
long period of time, because the state over which I
preside could bear it. It is no longer in a condition
10 sustain ‘the depreciation of its executive member,
and in such a case I should consider myself as a
noxious incumbent on it. I will further declare that
I cannot nct effectually with a mere negative suf-
ferance; I stand in need of the confidence and support
- of those under whose authority I act, most publicly
bestowed. If on these conditions I cannot remain, I
declare it to be my wish to be honourably relieved ;
and if such be your Lordship's commands, I thus for-
mally and previously assure your Lordship that they
now have, and shall receive, my most willing submls-
sion, acquicscence, and concurrence.

I most heartily congratulate your Lordship on -the -
new and elevated dignity which I hear his Majesty
has been pleased to confer upon you, and unite my
wishes to those of thousands who feel for the prosperity
of the British nation, that it may long enjoy the benefit
of your Lordship’s administration. I have the honour
to be, with the greatest respect, my Lord, your Lord-
ship’s most obliged and faithful servant.

P.8.—I cannot close this letter without expressing
to your Lordship the great satisfaction which I feel
in my colleagues, men of unexampled benevolence and
equality of temper, of uncommon but different talents,
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and all warmed with s eordial affection to each other,
and a confidence in mine to them, and in my experience
and integrity. Of these your Lordship will be pleased
to know that I place a particular confidence in Mr.
Macpherson, from whose activity of mind and pleasant-
ness of manners, no less than in an exact concurrence
of sentiment formed perhaps on a mutual communi-
cation of some years, I have derived the most useful
assistance when I was in a state of health which very
much required it, and which might have proved fatal
had it reduced me to leave the administration in the
hands of men adverse to each other, or to my own
general line of conduct. To the effects of.the same
cause and continual interruption, I beg your Lordship
to attribute the length of this letter, which with more
leisure 1 should have endeavoured to comprise within
a more reasonable compass, and to have given it the
same materials of information.

The same ship which carried the above conveyed
to Major Scott a long letter, in which most of the
topics touched upon in Mr. Hastings’s communi-
cations to Lord Shelburne are noticed at length,
In this he speaks bitterly of the probable effects of
the circulation through India of the resolutions
hostile to himself, and makes no secret of his con-
tempt for the qualifications of the individuals by
whom it was proposed to supersede him. He then
goes on b notice the existing state of the Mah-
ratta negociations, and says, “I am impatient for
the ratification of the Mahratta treaty, only be-
cause others are so. War may be made Ly one
party only, and best when the other is averse to it:
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Peace must be the work of both. - The clamours
for ‘peace have not influenced my conduct, which
has been formed on my own principles. I have
never discovered an impatience, but sometimes
affected an indifference about it. Let new nego-
ciators come, and avow peace to be their deter-
mination and sole.object, and they will revive
évery claim that the composed insolence of Mahy
ratta presumption can devise; namely, Chout,
Ragoba, Salsette, collection of Guzerat, indemnifi-
cation for expenses of war, acknowledgment of
being aggressors, restoration of Cheyt Sing, Tan-
jore, tribute to Nizam, surrender of Northern
Circars.”

In like ‘manner he refers to the arrangements
which had been made for ensuring a continuance of
the Company’s investments ; the addition secured to
the permanent revenue by the salt monopoly; the
large reductions of expenditure which he or his
colleagueshad been effecting ; “but which will now,”
beadds, “be suspended till I am more certain of my
fate ; for 1 will- not create enemies in order to
ease the burthens of my successors.” Then passing
on to the affairs of Qude, he says, “I have sent
Mr. Bristow to Lucknow, This is due to the
authority of the Directors when not inconsistent
with my own; if he does his duty, the superior
advantages he possesses will enable him to restore
the officers of the Nabob. He cannot make them
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worse than they were made by Mr. Middleton and
Mr. Johnson.” So also in reference to the Car-
natic, he explains, that all is in confusion there.
“ Lord Macartney has quarrelled with Sir Edward
Hughes, driven away the old General, writes inso-
lent letters without information, and has treated
the Nabob with unparalleled indignities.” But it
is unnecessary to go on, inasmuch as the reader will
find in the following ample information respecting
the political aspect of affairs at the moment.- Italso
is addressed to Major Scott. :

Fort William, 1st February, 1743,

My dear Scott,—Mr. Berrie is arrived with your
remaining despatches. Nothing could be more satis-
factory. You have far exceeded my most confident
hopes, and bound me yours for ever. I beg that you
will make my grateful acknowledgments to Mr. G.
Johnstone. You cannot express them in terms stronger
than the sense which I entertain of what I owe to his
support. ‘This is the second time that he has been
the essential and effectual champion of my reputation,
I shall write to him by the Fox now under despatch.
I send you a copy of our general letter of intelligence.
The great events which it reports are, Ist, the death
of Hyder; 2d, that of his only political emissary
Nersing ; 3d, the defeat of Tippoo; three fortunate
coincidences ; 4th, the ratification of our treaty with
the Mahrattas; 5th, Sir Eyre Coote’s intention to
return to the coast on the instant of the Medea's arri-
val ; 6th, the appearance of the French squadron and
its departure, I think, to the islands; it has done
little mischief and the last ; 7th, arrival of our squa-
dron at Bombay, to be expected back early in March;
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8th, the Benga.l detachment now at Guzerat, ordered
to return to our own dependencies; 9th, the departure
of General Matthews to Angengo. His force united
will be 1,500 Europeans and Company’s battalions of
sepoys; 10th, Tippoo’s return to his main army; and
11th, its junction with the French from Cuddalore.
The rest must be more detailed. The Nabob Wallah

" Jaw has preferred a long list of charges against Lord
Macartney. One that he has granted sunnuds to the
collectors in his own name, and without the Nabob's
confirmation, in violation of the condition on which the
assignment was granted, and the only mark of sove-
reignty reserved to the Nabob. This is avowed, and
on the weakest grounds. We have pronounced it a
breach of our treaty, have ordered the Nabob tobe re-
placed in charge of the revenue, and of his entire au-
thority, and accepted his engagements to deliver one-
third more of money (with Soncar security) of cattle
and of grain, than the amount received under Lord
Macartney's administration of the province. If Lord
Macartney refuses, I will move for his suspension, and
expect the Board’s concurrence. Nizam Ally Cawn
detests the Nabob, yet exclaims against our treatment
of him, and Hyder has used it as an argument to deter
others from a connexion with us.

By Bassalut Jung's death, Guntoor reverted to the
Company. Lord Macartney proposed to reclaim it;
sent forces to the fromtier, and entered into a nego-
ciation with the son of Fazil Beg, in actual rebellion
against his master Nizam Ally Cawn. We bave
peremptorily forbidden the select committee to proceed.
We have availed ourselves of the Company’s ordera of
the 11th April, 1781, to invest Sir Eyre Coote with an
absolute command of the forces, and the war in the

- Carpatic. His unexampled zeal and past exertions
warrant this: their inactivity requires it. On his de-
voL. 11 D |
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parture they disbanded the army, dismissed or sepa-
rated all its followers, and when Hyder died, they
could not assemble it. What an advantage lost! If
Sir Eyre arrives safe, our success is morally certain.
We shall give him ten lacs. Tippoo's funds are ex-
hausted, the crops have failed in Mysore. The Car-
natic is destitute both of grain and plunder. His
troops discontented, his army reduced, his authority
unsettied, and intrigues suspected. The French have
no resource, if he abandons them, and if they follow
him, are lost to their national service for ever. The
Mahrattas will certainly attempt to recover the pos-
sessions wrested from them by Hyder, and have pro-
bably begun their operations. Bussy was sick at
Mauritius in September, and all his people sick.
Nizam Ally Cawn and Moodajee profese friendship to
us. Nizam Ally is engaged in quelling the rebellion of
Elesham Jung, the son of Fazil Beg, and Moodajee
sick. Mahdajee Sindis is firm and consistent. He
will prove the best ally we ever had. Bemember this.
Qur revenue increases: the demands on it are still
large; but we will answer them. Early last year 1
projected the revision and eorrection of our establish-
ment. Mr. Macpherson’s illness prevented it. We
began, and I fell sick. Since my recovery, the arrears
of business and Mr. Wheler's ndisposition hindered
its renewal. 1 shall propose to resume it as soon as
the Fox is gone, and hope with hard working to accom-
plish it in two months. A great reduction may be
made, and shall. If I am confirmed and trusted, 1
know myself able to restore to this Government its
former abundance, and pay all its debts in two years of
peace; but if I am to be still threatened  with dis-
mission, my acté reprobated, the whole responsibility
thrown on me with only an equal voice in the Council,
I cannot discharge my trust with credit or eflect, and
[ ]
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will relinquish it ; for the season of contention is past.
'Write frequently, and by the post; direct your letters
to Mr. Latouche, at Bussora. Send no gentlemen
emissaries. 'They arrive late, and become a perpetual
sharge upon me. Present ‘my most grateful respects
to Lord Mansfield. I am in better health than for
many years past, and Mrs. Hastings’s is much mended.
She joins in compliments and good wishes. "Adieu.
Yours ever most affectionately. '

Let Mr. Sulivan know that his son and grandson
are well. May God bless him. ‘

" There was no proceeding on the part of his
superiors which «more effectually roused the in-
dignation of Mr. Hastings, than their eagerness
to condemn his line: of policy in reference to Be-
nares, of which their own despatches proved that
they were not competent to judge. I subjoin a
letter to Mr. Scott on this head, because it is both
clear in its reasoning, and singularly characteristic
~of the writer.

Fort William, &th Febrary, 1783.

My dear Scott,—Again accept my thanks for your
incessant labours in my cause, and, more thaa ali, for
the affection which prompted them. I cannot express
the sense which I have of them, but be assured that
they have made an impression on my mind which never
can be effaced while I have life.

“You have justly observed that it is for my reputation,
and not for my office, that T am solicitous, or for the
latter only as the first is involved in it. 'To this let
me add another consideration, which has ever operated,
and shall to the last operate, as a fixed principle on my

D2
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conduct ; viz., that if I am at length driven to the
mortifying necessity of throwing up the service, itshall
not proceed from personal disgust or resentment, but
solely from the united conviction that I cannot retain
it without public ruin and private ignominy.

A late occasion had nearly warmed me into-a reso-
lution of this kind. As I make it a rule to allow my
first impulses to cool, I have recovered my correct
judgment upon it, and will wait the issue without any
predetermination. The circumstance to which I allude
i thig:—

Three days ago Ireceived 2 letter from Mr. Hornby, .
with a copy of the resolutions of the Court of Directors
in July last, condemning my conduct in the affairs of
Benares as a breach of treaty, &c.,and justifying Cheit
Sing. Are these men aware that, in their eagerness to
vilify me, they sow the seeds of distrust and rebellion
among their own subjects, and that a declaration so
authentic in the favour of a rebel, now residing under
the protection of the chief of the Mahratta State at
the crisis of our negociations with him, might tempt
the former to resume his pretensions, and the latter to
espouse them ; that the present Rajah might be terrified
into measures as desperate from despondency as’ those
which ambition and ingratitude dictated to his prede-
cessor, and that a slight spark would be sufficient to
blow up our possessions and those of the Vizier, if it
fell on so0 combustible a2 ground? What is to follow
these resolutions? An order to restore Cheit Sing?
The conclusion is inevitable; for if we were bound by
treaty with him, if he faithfully performed all his eon-
ditions of it, and we have broken our engagements with
him, and the Court of Directors solemnly pronounce
this as their judgment, they must render him justice,
or they are the violators of public faith bythen'own
avowal.
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It will not be expected that I should obey such an
order, and how can I oppose it without exposing my
‘person, fortune, and reputation to the most fatal ex-
tremities? And how can I elude it but by resigning
_the trust which imposes on me so infamous a duty ?

I had written a letter upon this cccasion to the Court
of Directors, and another to Lord Shelburne ; but on
mature reflection I have suppressed both. The former
you shall see. I trust to Lord Shelburne’sassurances,
and to the injunctions of Lord Ashburton and Sir
Robert Palk. In the meantime I hope that my nar-
rative, which I find must have arrived in England
within a few days of the passing of these resolutions, will
have completely defeated them ; for if there ever was
a demonstration produced by argument, I have demon-
strated the falsehood of Cheit Sing’s pretences to in-
‘dependency, and those of his advocates who assert that
we were bound by any treaty, or any engagement dif-
fering from that of a common zemindarry summud.
While the Court of Directors assume the style and
form of the late Parlinmentary resolutions, they may
afirm what they please with the preface that « It
appears to this Court,” for who can contradict them
whilst they have the dishonest discretion to conceal the
grounds of the assertion? I fight with an invisible
enemy when I attempt to repel such an assault, for if
I suppose the quarter from which it came, I may be
assailed from another, and after all my defence comes
too late to evade the blow.” I have locked over the
original minutes of the Council which relate to the
first settlement with Cheit Sing, and these (if they can
be copied in time,) shall be sent to you. My own pro-
position, which was the ground of the treaty, though
most liberal to Cheit Sing, amounted to no more than
this; that & temporary settlement should be formed
with Cheit Sing, subject to the correction of the Court
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of Directors, with a revenue fixed, that he might not
be made the tool of private rapacity, or, in other words,
as Mr. Barwell will well remember, of Philip Francis’s;
and therefore, that no demand should be made on him,
nor any authority permitted to interfere in the manage-
ment of his zemindarry, while he paid his rents punc-
tually, and was obedient to our Government. Thesc
concessions were never proposed to be made engage-
ments, but optional indulgences, or rather obligations,
which we might choose to impose on ourselves, not
which he should claim. Attend to the words, settle-
ment, management, revenue, and zemindarry, and to the
reference made to the pleasure of the Court of Direc-
tors for a final arrangement, and you will find that my
plan, had it been adopted, would have hound this
Government to no other conditions than those which
are granted to any other zemindar. But my plan was
not adopted ; so there is an end of it. The second
authority which I meet with in our proceedings is the
letter of instructions given to Francis Fowke, dated
24th August.' In this his tenure is styled & zemindarry ;
the agreement, a settlement ; the Company’s relation to
him, a sopereignty ; his, a vassalage; his charge,
management, collection, and regulation of the revenues,
The word, tribute is twice used fo express revenue, and
an assurance is added that we do not sean to increase
his tribute ; and s0 long as he adheres to the terms of
his engagement, tiﬂwdemmdmyaﬂgmmiouﬂf
the annual tribute xhick may be fized.

But these instructions (which by the bye are very
ambiguous in the two clauses which I have last quoted,
viz., we do mot mean, and we will not) are the surest rules
of Fowke’s commission; they are not an engagement,
but the directions by which an engagement, or more
properly a settlement, was to be formed. These, there-
fore, whatever the author of them meant, impose mo
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obligation ; but they evidently show that neither Mr.
Francis nor his colleagues considered Cheit Sing in
any other light then but that of ‘a.zemindar, a de-
pendant, and a vassal. This authonty, therefore, is
out of the question.

The third authority is by no means equlvocal. It is -
8 letter written on the same day by the Board .in my
name to Cheit Sng. In thie he is informed that Mr.
Fo'wke iz ordered to take possession of the zemindarry
which he held; and to grant the zemindarry to him on
the footing of his former tenure, with a reservation
twice expressed of the Company’s sovereignty; and a
denunciation of forfeiture if he ever proved unfaithful
to the Company.

The sum of the revenue is fixed, and is called a
tribute, but no assurance is given that it should not be
exceeded, nor was such assurance intended.

But even this authority, weak as it is, conveyed no
rights. It only announced to him the outlines of the
settlement which was to be made with him, and was in
effect Francis Fowke's credentials. In effect, none ot
these are authorities.- The only authorities are.the
interchanged deeds of the settlement, that is to say, the
sunnud and cabuleeat. X mever conceived myself
bound by any other, nor had a thought of any other,
and these are clearly and absolutely igainst every pre-
tension of hisindependency, and as clear a justification
of my conduct towards him. If the loose and desul-

tory passages of our consultations are to be accepted
" as national obligations affecting our public faith, no
man in office can be secure from error, for no man can
know by what obligations he is bound.: 1 have now
before me a great volume, as much as I can lift, which
comprises the business of the settlement made with the
Rajah of Benares, and it contains no more than three
months’ consultations. All -the books of our secre’
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department only from October, 1774, to the present
time, I suppose, amount to fifty great folics. But even
on this ground I dare rest my vindication. If the
subject is not already obsolete, you will gather from
this loose discussion sufficient argument to refute all
that can be alleged against me. :

I shall bear with patience and forbearance every
article of abuse that is yet to come; but the right of
judging when I ought to quit the service, because I
can no longer retain it with effect or with credit, 1
shall certainly exercise; and at all events I shall stay
till I know the result of the present deliberation in
Parliament concerning India. I wish to see the war
closed in the Carnatic, by the dispersion of Tippoo's
followers, and the defeat and capture of the French;
and this, 1 trust, will be effected before the month of
October, if Coote gets safe to the coast and lives.
‘When this work is accomplished, I care not what they
do with me in England.

1 can write few other letters, and those must be very
short ; but you must supply them with my friends, and
remember that the moment you bave received and read
any of my letters, and can afford an hour's leisure, you
must carry them to Mr. Sulivan, and read them to him,
Adieu. Yours most affectionately.

The following refers to the state of the Carnatie,
whither Sir Eyre Coote, though still an invalid, was
preparing to return. The agreement alluded to
was that into which the Supreme Government had
entered with the Nabob, during the anarchy of Sir
Thomas Rumbold and Mr. Whitehill's admini-
strations. It had always beem a thorn in Lord
Macartoey's side, and he laboured incessantly to
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dissolve it. But to this Mr. Hastings would not
consent.

To the rame.
Fort William, 6th Pebruary, 1783.

My dear Scott,—The accompanying extracts from
our proceedings fully explain both their objects and
motives. You will perceive that they had been the
fubjects of our private discussions, by the question put
to Mr. Holland, before they were formally debated.
The presence of the General enabled me to bring them
{0 a termination. - The behaviour of Lord Macartney
has been unpardonable to the Nabob, and has certainly
proved of great injury to our credit. As it manifestly
proceeded from personal indisposition, and that origi-
nated with our agreement with the Nabob, of which it
is a direct infringement, I at least could not refuse to
afford the Nabob such redress as it might be in the
power of our Government to afford him; and if his
Lordship refuses t8 submit to our decision, I am deter-
mined to propose, though I should stand alone, to pro-
ceed to the last extremity with him. Mr. Wheler
stands on the same ground with me, having been
joined with me in forming the agreement, and Sir
Eyre Coote will support and enforce our resolutions.
It is not pleasing to pass judgment on the conduct of
the gentlemen of Fort St. George, or to interfere in
the detail of their affairs; but our own faith is con-
cerned; ocur revenues are exhausted to defend the
Carnatic, our grain feeds it, our forces have constituted
the principal strength of their army, and we gave them
the man who has saved it from destruction. They
were unable to face the-enemy till Sir Eyre Coote

commanded their army, and it was reduced to a state
of inaction and inability the instant that he quitted it.
If be had remained there, the death of Hyder would
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have been instantly followed by the dispersion of his
followers. This is morally certain,’ as certain as that
no movement has been made since, and that none will
till he resumes the command. His zeal and spirit are
without example. His constitution is irrecoverably
gone; yet he has enough left to bear him through one
campaign, which, I trust, will be a short one, and may
God grant him life to enjoy at home the reputation,
rewards, and honours that are due to his virtues. I
am resolved to give him all the support of this
Government, though I am certain that he will quarrel
with me the moment we are separated. 1 will forgive
his private failings while his public merit entitles him
to my respect.

Read these proceedings with attention. Believe me
that I never will interfere in the concerns of the other
presidencies, but where the faith and interests of
our own are at stake; and assert this for me. An
opinion prevails that we may lawfully suspend the
members of the other presidencies for making treatics
without our sanction, but that onr control does not
extend to the breach of treaties, which the Act of
Parliament allows with impunity. I maintain that
the power in the second instance is implied in the
first, or the first is nugatory. I will put it to the test
if I am forced to it; and whatever consequences may
personally befal me, I am certain that it will be at-
tended with ome public benefit, in bringing the ab.
surdity of the law before the notice of Parliament, and
exacting from it a more effectual or better defined
provision. I am, my dear Scott, most warmly and
most affectionately yours.

Many more letters, all in the same strain, though
addressed to different persons, and therefore dif-
fering in the minutize of style and expression, are
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now before me, but I do not think it necessary to
insert them. It will be more to the purpose if I
state, that of the eﬁ'ects which Mr. Hastmgs anti-
cipated from the temper displayed in the Court's
despatches, one, and that not the least inconvenient,
began immediately to be felt. The support which
his colleagues had heretofore freely rendered be-
dame lukewarm and doubtful. They saw diffi-
culties ' before them where none had previously
appeared, and distrusted even their own judgment
in more_than one important transaction which was
passed. Perhaps there was nothing unnatural in
this, yet Mr. Hastings felt it acutely, and expressed
himself, as will be seen, like a wounded man as
often as he found occasion to notice it., On the
other hand, the recommendations. eonveyed to him
by many of his most influential friends in London,

_ neithertoanswer nor obey the ill-judged instructions
from home, staggered him. He knew that obedi-
ence would in many instances prove fatal, but he
knew at the same time that its opposite must
exasperate the anger if it did not add to the number
of his enemies. Take the following as a specimen
of the state of hls mind at thls juncture.

To thc same, ]
¥ort William, 324 March, I783,
My dear Scott,—I am much distressed. You press

me to pay no regard to the orders of the Court of
Directors, nor suffer them to influence my resolutions.
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You tell me that this is the advice of Lord Mansfiel..
and for his opinions I feel an almost religious veneration.
Mr., Bensley goes further in what you quote of his
declaration to the Court of Directors, and says that
I ought not to obey them. 1 judge from this expression
that the state of my influence in this Government was
very much misconceived in England. I was very
feebly supported, if supported, before the late letters
from the Court of Directors arrived. Since that period
my colleagues have wholly withdrawn their support,
and seem anxicus to show that they have withdrawn it.
This is all that I will allow myself to say of them-
But, as 2 specimen of their present disposition towards
me, I will send you the minutes delivered on a proposal
made by me for the appointment of Mr. Richard 8u-
- livan to be our agent at Hyderabad. You will judge
whether the objections are candid or ostensible, and
will form your own conclusions on the reference made
to orders of the Court of Directors not in being, but
in poesibility. ¥ must yet except Mr. Wheler from the
preceding reflections. He has acted honourably towards
me, and I believe wishes to support me both from
principle and affection.

The order for the recall of Markham and the re-
appointment of Francis Fowke has passed. 1 do not
know what will be the effect of the order if the Court
of Directors shall pass it for the restoration of Cheit
Sing ; but I am certain that it will be supported
Mafpherwn and Stables. o7

Our treaty with the Nabob Wallah Jaw has drawn
on him such a load of misery and infamy as he has
never experienced, ill as he has been ever treated.
We have annulled his assignment, and the Court of
Directors have cancelled the treaty of which it was
a part. Lord Macartney will probably, I am eonvinced
ke will, retain the assignment against all justice and
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faith, against the authority of the Company oo ambi-
guously expressed, and in defiance of our engagements.

Our Board will be unanimous in passing the severest- -

censures on him, but I fear will proceed no further.
They will probably protest, but leave their own acts
unsupported, and the Nabob the victim of them: 1
will do my duty, and if I can do no more I will protest
against them.

I have been the principal instrument of prevailing
on Sir Eyre Coote to return to the coast. e avows
his dependance on me, and though I have at no time.
received his support, he shall have mine if all the
other members of the Council should withhold ; for in
his public character he merits it, aye, and every sacri-
fice that can be made with it. He is gone: we have
given ten lacs with him, though we have passed orders
on the treasury for near eighty lacs undischarged.
This sum is conslgned to him, and we have exercised

‘the authority given us by the Court of Directors, to
order the Governor of Fort St. George to allow him
the uncontrolled command and conduct of the army.
‘The rest will depend materially upon him. If he is
not counteracted by Lord Macartney, he will assuredly
finish the war in the Carnatic, the troubles of which
now require nothing but opposition to end them. If
Lord Macartney shall refuse to allow him the com-
mand of the army and conduct of the war, if he shall
refuse to part with the revenue and sovercignty of the
Carpatic, and shall withhold its resources of treasure,
grain, and cattle from the army, I know not what may
be the consequences.

In the mean time I will do my utmost to mainfain
the credit and influence of the Siperior Government,
and to provide resources for all its wants. Great ex-
ertions I cannot make, for we want decision; we want
vigour and unanimity ; and I possess but a single voice,
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though I am charged in all obnoxious measures with
the sole responsibility. I dread the effects of such a
state at such a season; but [ must bear my part in it
until I can be properly relieved from it, and for that
purpose I have written a letter to the Court of Di-
rectors declaratory of my resolution to resign. My
friends, who do mot know the disability to which I am
reduced, will be apt to impute this to impatience and
precipitation. I cannot describe my eondition even to
you, but it will be self apparent ere long, and you may
trust me, when I declare to you that 1 feel ¥t more
distressing than even the vexations which I suffeged in
1775; for then I was free from responsibility, though
disarmed of power. I am now without power, with a
thousand urgent calls for it, and am alone responsible.
Can I, in such a situation, wish to retain an office
which may involve me in everlasting infamy? for if
any great calamity shall befal us, and I can see many
openings through which ealamity may come, the world,
which never waits to listen to long stories, and which
wants the understanding to discern the nice points of dis-
crimination between acts done undera collective autho-
rity, and those which spring from divided powers and dif-
ferent opinions, will fix the guilt of it on me alone, and
my reputation will be the victim of others’ misconduct.

For the rest I refer you to the letter itself; it speaks
my real feelings and describes my real situation. Pray
Lord Mansfield to read it. I would rather retire to
indigence and obscurity, which may be my lot, pos-
sessed of his esteem, than remain as I am, and waste
years yet to come in reproach, shame, and fruitless ex-
pectation. ‘The persgn for whose sake alone I wish for
wealth has expressed the same sentiment, and for my-
self I can live on a bare competence.

I wish you to print and publish the forty-four and
following paragraphs of the letter of the Court of Di-
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rectors of the 28th of August, 1782, the fourth, fifth,
and sixth paragraphs of the same letter, my minute of
the 7th of March, and my letter to the Court of Di-
rectors, but not without the approbation of Lord
Mansfield and Mr. Sulivan. These form my justifi-
cation to the proprietors. Those to whom my letter
is addressed will probably suppress it, or use it only
for a subject of resentment, although I think I have
J&iven no cause for this; for surely I have not exceeded
the bounds which the necessary defence of my own
character prescribed, and I have even weakened that
defence in the endeavour to preserve that respect which
under every provocation is due from me to them, while
I remain subject to their authority. I own that it
would be more pleasing to me could the publication
be made the act of authority. I think it ought, for if
I have received the most flattering support from the
Proprietors of the East India Company, I have served
them with fidelity, zeal, and gratitude; and, however
I may complain, I wish to mark the distinction which
I make and feel between them and thirteen of their
representatives, to retain their approbation even of my
departure from their service.

The papers to which I allude shall be copied and
enclosed with this. Adieu, my dear Scott, yours- ever
affectionately.

The following will, I think, be read withan almost
melancholy interest. It describes the condition of a
uoble spirit torn and agitated with the sense of
wrongs endured ; yet naswise forgetful of the respect
due to itself, even in the utterance of complaint.
For on all sides, and by all parties with whom he
was officially connected, Mr. Hastings seems at
this moment to have been betrayed. The Court of
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Directors, that is to'say a majority in that body,
rendered furious by their lack of power to remove
. him, adopted every imaginable expedient to harass
and annoy. They condemned his genera]l policy
without understanding it, and stooped so low as
t0 take fram him and from his Council, for he
never acted except with the authority of the Coun-
cil, the right of nominating individual servants to
particular offices in the country. The obvious
effect of such hostility was, that his colleagues-
ceased to trust either him or themselves, and
wavered and hesitated, not because they saw just
ground of hesitation in the measures that were pro-
posed, but because they were taught to believe that
they could not more gratify their superiors at home
than by opposing the views of their Governor -
abroad. Moreover Lord Macariney, of whom
Hastings's best friends had entertained the highest
opinion, and in whom Hastings himself had ex-
pected to find a steady and an able coadjutor, took,
as has been shown, an early opportunity of acting
for himself. Tt is necessary that this matter should
be placed in a proper point of view, and a few
words will suffice for that purpose.

When it was first proposed to recommend Lord
Macartney as a fit person to succeed Sir Thomas
Rumbold in the government of Madras, there were
many sensible and influential proprietors, who felt
that a step was about to be taken of grave import-
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ence. Hitherto the individuals.advanced to offices
of trust under the Company bad all been trained
in the Company’s service ; the nomination of Lord
Macartney, if carried into effect, would entirely
innovate upon this practice. And independently of
" the wound thus about to be inflicted on the imme-
diate interests and ambition of an influential class
of persons, there was at least some danger dest the
absence of Jocal knowledge, on the part of those to
whom the ﬁeld would thus be thrown open, might
prove of serious hurt both to their employers, and
to the people whose destinjes they should be ap-
pointed to control. For though it was admitted
on all hands that there had been of late extreme
mismanagement, and worse than mismanagement,
at Fort St. George, men were not quite prepared to
avow, that the evil could be cured only by seeking
elsewhere than among the Company’s experienced
servants, for one to whom the functions of govern-
ment might be entrusted. Accordingly the propo-
sition, when first brought forward, was received by
many with disapprobation; by almost all with the
sort of misgiving, which a little address from one
side or the other would bave at once converted
either into approval or its opposite.
Mr. Hastings's friends were then, as they con-
tinued to be throughout, very powerful in the
Court of Proprietors. It was, therefore, an object

of the first importance with Lord Macartney, and
YOL. Il‘l. E
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his patrons, to secure their support, while they
again desired nothing so much, as to have at the
head of affairs in the Carnatic one who should ap-
prove of Mr. Hastings’s policy, and be prepared to
go heartily along with him. Lord Macartney was
thus taught, that he could not better serve his own
interests, than by appearing to hold Mr. Hastings
and his system of administration in respect, and he
omitted no opportunity, so long as the question re-
mained undecided, of professing an ardent admim-~
tion of both. Accordingly his nomination, after a
feeble resistance, was carried ; and he took office,
morally pledged to carry out Mr. Hastings’s mea-
sures, as far as his influence, at the head of a sub-
ordinate governmeng would epable him to do so.
Mr. Hastinge’s friends lost no time in commu-
nicating to the Governor-general, both the fact of
Lord Macartney’s appointment, and the grounds
on which they had themselves sanctioned it. Indeed
there is now lying before me a letter from Mr.
Pechell, in which the writer not only congratulates
Mr. Hastings on an event which could not fail of
proving as satisfactory to him as it would without
doubt be beneficial to the Company, but entreats
his correspondent to communicate with Lord
Macartney as with one towards whom not even
the appearance of reserve would be necessary.
Therefore the new Governor was no sooner esta-
blished at Madras, than Mr. Hastings proceeded
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to lay before him, not formally and officially, but
with s]l the openness of private confidence, his
own views and opinions on every subject connected
with the interests of the presidency. He explained
to him the reasons why such ample powers had
been conferred on Sir Eyre Coote ; and showed
him that to withdraw them now would be
fatal. He stated his own opinions as to the course
which it would be judicious to follow in dealing
with the Nizam, with the Nabob, and with the
Rajah of Tanjore. He explained the nature of the
agreement which the Supreme Government, super-
seding that of his Lordship’s predecessor, had entered
into for the management of the Nabob's revenues
‘during the continuance of the war. He advised Lord
Macartney to consider well, whether it would not
be judicious to absorb Tanjore in the general go-
vernment of the Carnatic. He urged him to
purchase the alliance of the Nizam, and to turn
his arms against Hyder, even by restoring to him
the Northern Circars, should such a sacrifice be
necessary ; and last of all he gave the surest proof
of a generous spirit of confidence, by telling his
Lordship that, as some of these measures would in
all probability prove distasteful both at home and
on the spot, he was free to speak of them as ema-
nating from the Governor-general, to whose ex-
perience he had been taught to bow, and by whose
advice he acted. I confess that I do not know how
E2
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any man in Mr. Hastings’s situation could have
gone further to prove his perfect reliance on the
good feelings of a colleague, and his assurance
that the good feeling was mutual. For he issued
no orders, he assumed none of the bearing of a
superior. He merely offered suggestions to be
acted upon, or not, according to the dictation of
Lord Macartney’s judgment, while at the same
time he professed his willingness to relieve an
inexperienced functionary from odium, by taking
upon himself the responsibility of certain aets,
should they be carried iuto effect.

Lord Macartney left bis friendsin London, fully
impressed with the belief, that be intended to make
Mr. Hastings his great master in the science of
Indian politics. His first proceedings, so soon as
he had established himself in his goveroment, con-
tradicted that belief. There was not one of all
Mr. Hastings’s suggestions of whieh he approved.
There was not one step taken by the Supreme
Government, previous to bis arrival, which he did
not condemn. Unquestionably he had a perfect
right to do all this if he chose, and to argue each
question on its own merits, in bLis correspondence
with Bengal. Buthe had no right first to reject
Mr. Hastings's propesitions, and then to communi-
cate the substance of them to the Court of Direc-
tors, as furnishing ground of censure against
their Governor-general.  Yet such was the nature
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of his proceeding ; and it is of this that Mr. Hast-
ings complains. Who can be surprised to find
that, from that hour, everything like friendship
or cordiality between them ceased ?

To Lavrence SuLtvan, Esg.
Fort William, 27th March, 1783.

§ My decar Friend,—I am very apprehensive that my
friends, not aware of my situation, will blame me for a
resolution which I have lately taken and notified in
form to the Court of Directors by these despatches. -
After ecleven years that I have held my station under
discouragements unknown to my predecessors, opposed
and thwarted by my colleagues in office, counteracted
and reviled by my superiors, and never possessing any
but accidental and temporary power, you, my good
friend, will not impute to me the imbecility of sacri-
ficing my place and all my hopes to 2 momentary im-
Patience and the petulancy of disappointment. No,
my dear Sir; you may believe me when 1 assure you
that I cannot retain it with any hope of credit, nor
without the hazard of losing all the little which I have
acquired. The advice which has been repeated to me
in all my letters from England is, that I shall not re-
gard the late orders of the Court of Directors. They
were not aware of the effect of those orders in depriving
me of my influence abroad, and of support at home.
They considered these orders but as an empty sound,
which would produce the terror of 2 moment and pass
without consequence. In truth, they have as effectually
disarmed me as if they had reduced me to the state of
a mere secretary of the Board. My authority is not
only taken from me at a time when I most require it,
but proclamation of my deprivation is made to all the
world; and the men who were supposed to be my firm
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and determined supporters, and to whose appointment
many were induced on that consideration only to yield
their consent, at least I was told so, ohject to the most
~ trivial matters if I propose them, and in their minutes
affectedly join their professions of submission to the
Company’s orders, with their opposition to me in such
a manner as if they were afraid of being suspected of
any thing like a leaning towards me. I may injure
them by this construction of their intentions, but the
effect is the same from whatever cause it proceeds.
With Mr. Wheler I am every way satisfied.

If there is any department of Government which is
exclusively mine, or which would be left to my absolute
choice by men disposed to act with me cordially, it
is the appointment of my own representatives in foreign
courts. We wanted one at Hyderabad. Richard Su-
livan, whose brother had been destined to that ap-
pointment from home, who was recently removed from
a similar office with the Nabob Wallah Jaw, but with-
out any expression of displeasure which was aimed at
him, appeared to me a proper person for it, and surely
well qualified, for (David Anderson always excepted)
I do not know his equal. I mentioned it privately to
Sir Eyre Coote, who eagerly approved it. I did the
same to Mr. Stables, who hesitated and I postponed
it. After an interval of near a fortnight, the Nabob,
Ally Cawn, having extricated himself from a war in
which be had been some time engaged with one of his
own vassals, I thought it wrong to leave him longer
without some minister attending him from this Go-
vernment, especially as he was sore on the Mahratta
treaty, and that was just concluded. I propoeed the
appointment and recommended Richard Sulivan for it,
having in the mean time written to him and learnt
that it would be agreeable to him. It was opposed on
the grounds that Nizam Ally Cawn would be averse
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to it on account of Sulivan's connexion with the Nabob
Wallah Jaw, and that it would displease the Court of
Directors. Mr. Wheler assented. The old General
was warm for it, but minuted no opinion as I could
not prevail on the other members to minute theirs.
These were afterwards delivered to the secretary, but
Mr. Graham, the General's secretary, has since told
me that the General would give no opinion upon the
fluestion, because he thought it liable to the objection
of being disagreeable to Nizam Ally Cawn. For these
reasons, though the question stands determined, I have
resolved to write to Nizam Ally-Cawn, and state the
doubf which has been suggested, leaving it to him to
decide on the issue of this business.

Some time ago, when Richard Sulivan and Assum
Cawn, the Nabob Wallah Jaw’s Dewan, were here, 1
had concerted a plan with the latter for effecting a
reconciliation between the two Nabobs. Assum Cawn
was to go first from his master to Hyderabad, and
secretly persuade Nizam Ally Cawn to propose a
meeting with me, which be was assured the Nabob
would eagerly solicit, and it was planned that the
Nabob Wallah Jaw should be a party. We have
many points depending with Nizam Ally Cawn which
we must settle, and with the support and confidence
of my council I think that I could bave settled them
better than any other could, and have transferred the
terms of his alliance from a partial to a general con-
nexion, and added some advantages to it. As soon as
the late advices arrived from England, I saw that the
design was no longer practicable, and let Assum Cawn
know that I had dropped it. I had flattered myself
with closing my service with a measure which would
have reflected a lasting credit on me. Mr. Macpherson
only was privy to it, and this makes me the more dis-
trustful of his motives in the objections which he has
since made to Richard Sulivan’s appoiniment.
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Major Scott will show you the minutes of this trans-
action, I mean of my proposal respecting Richard
Sulivan.

1 cannot hope to be allowed independent powers,
nor other colleagues. Neither do 1 wish to remove
these, though I foresee that I shall be less able fo act
with them, than I now am. It would relieve me if I
could engage the decided support of Mr. Wheler ; but
I cannot exact it, nor would he give it beyond certain
lines.

Perhaps even you, my respectable friend, while you
feel for my difficulties, may yet entertain so fuvourable
a sense of the source from which they have origibated,
as to be more inclined to reprove my opposition to it,
than to wish it removed. It is natural, and whenever a
man of business like you shall be at the head of the
direction, every man like myself will be glad and
proud fo obey him. No man has cver manifested
the principle of obedience in substantial acts equally
with me. The orders which 1 have opposed were all
personal and vindictive. I bave no doubt that a dif-
ferent conduct will be observed with my successor;
and of this I am eertain, that the veriest stock with a
human form, and a share of animation equal to the
ordinary functions of life, will perform more service to
the Company, with proper powers and confidence re-
posed in him, than I can do with neither.

In the resolutions in the Court of Directors concern- -
ing my transactions at Benares, what a dreadful lesson
have they formed for their scrvice! A subject of their
sovereignty rebels against the representative of their
authority, massacres 200 of his attendants, and at-
tempts his life. It is not pretended, nor suspected
that } had any motive for the provocation which
drew on me so infamous a vengeance, but to relicve

the Company’s distresses. The Court of Directors,
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who ought to have set the first example in punishing
this first instance of revolt in their subjects, who ought
to have considered it as a precedent which may here-
after operate to their own destruction,—they take
the part of the murderer, complain that I disgraced
him in the eyes of his subjects and others, and that it
may have a tendency to weaken the confidence which
the ““ native princes” of India ought to have in the justice
and moderation of our Government.

Infinitely worse will the example prove, if their con-
duct should teach their vassals that the sure means of
acquiring the protechon of the Court of Directors, and
to become princes of India, will be to throw off the
authority of the Company and assassinate their ser-
vants ; and if it should have a tendency to weaken the
confidence which their servants in India ought to have
in the justice, truth, and common policy of their
rulers.

I could have guarded myself most effectually against
their censures, by avoiding all responsibility, and cover-
ing myself with their orders in whatever I did. I coyld
have kept their troops and treasure at home, when the
Presidency of Bombay was engaged in schemes to
which it was confessedly unequal. I could have suf-
fered the disgrace of the unhappy affair of Worgaum
to remain an indelible stain on the British name. Lt
was no concern of mine. I could have suffered the
Carnatic to fall an casy prey to Hyder, when Francis
opposed the measures which I suggested for its preser-
vation, and I could have justified it on the principle
of sclf preservation; the prior care due to the first
possessions of the Company; the want of authority
from home; the season of the year, which would render
it an act of madness to send their troops to perish by
sea; and by a fair estimate of ways and means, which
would prove that we had not assets for such an enter-
prise. * I could have acquiesced in the violations of
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faith, which the Government of Madras were guilty
of towards Nizam Ally, and contented myself with
protesting against it. I could have seen Chimnajee
lay Bengal waste, for it was scarce in his power to
avoid it, and nothing but my private aid prevented it.

I could have sat guietly down when our ordinary
resources would yield no more supplies for the war,
and ruin threatened. What business had I at Be-
nares 7

But if I had observed this discreet and safe conduct,
let me ask, not you, my friend—but my most rancor-
ous enemies, what wonld have been the state of the
Company, or whether it is likely that it would at this
time have existence ?

In the mean time I could have provided an ample
fortune for myself, by means which no one could have
assumed to hurt or discredit me. Their salt manufae-
{ure, under a proper management, would have yielded
me many lacs; and the Court of Directors, with their
appointment of young Gregory to be chief of the
Council of Patna, have declared that the Court ought
not to monopolize the opium, that is, that it should
be the free trade of those whose superior advantages
of place and power could appropriate it. In this ar-
rangement, I certainly could have had my share, and
aliowably. I have done neither. 1 originally con-
verted these funds to the Company’s use. When the
Company’s orders and General Clavering’s misma-
nagement had reduced the first to a loss, I, against the
will and judgment of all my colleagues, and at my own
risk, restored and improved it.

It now yields a clear net income, by a process the
most easy and simple, of Cs.Rs. 57,25673 15 0

The opium, under all the
discouragements of war. 6,06,428 14 3

Both together . . 63,352,101 13 -3
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To these add the annual increase of the land re-
venue seventy lacs; the increase of the revenue of
Benares and its security, which I rate at forty; the pay-
ments made by the Nabob Vizier; and upwards of
thirty lacs_of rupees designed for my own private use
and converted to the relief of the Company’s wants,
and let the sum total speak what I have done for the
Company by departing from the beaten tracks, and
exploring the wilds of peril and reproach, and what I
might have done for myself, had I quietly plodded in
the former, as any other man possessing my place, and
the same means, might and probably would have
done. :

A Mr. Dunkin tells me that at the time in which the
most violent attacks were made upon me, and a num-
ber of candidates stood for my place, you made interest
with Lord North to allow me to remain with the
fullest support, while I chose it, and to make choice of
Lord Macartney to succeed me. This I think is the
substance of a long detail. If in any point I have
misrepresented it, impute it to my inattention in com-
bining the facts of which I have composed it. I credit
the information, and perhaps the more readily as it
affords me a fresh instance of your watchful regard
for my reputation and interests; but it is right to un-
deceive you with respect to the man on whom you
placed s0 uncommon a dependence; I mean Lord
Macartney. Yielding implicitly to the warm and
earnest recommendation of my first friends, viz., your-
self, Mr. Pechell, whom I never remember but with an
aching heart, and General Caillaud, I set aside all
reserve, and began a correspondence with his Lord-
ship on a footing of unbounded confidence. His Lord-
ship confirmed me in this disposition, and invited me
to continue in it.

Read in the enclosures the fruits of my candour, and
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the evidence of his treachery and dishonour. His
motive I cannot guess; for when my letters were writ-
ten, and many moaths after, (for 1 did not return to
Calcutta, nor concern myself in any acts of the Coun-
cil, till the February following.) nothing had passed
between us, that could have given him the most dis-
tant cause of offence ; nothing in effect but professions
and proofs on my part of & most cordial regard. He
cannot cven invent a ground of suspicion against
me. Yet it appears that at this very time, when he
professed himself my friend, and solicited my advice,
be made use of my letters as eriminal charges against
me. What a man!

Itis true thatin giving my opinion concerning Tanjore,
I gave him a liberty to avail himself of it; that is, to use
it as authority to strengthen his own, if he meant to
conform to it. Surcly he will not say that this lati-
tude extended to his applying it only as an instrument
to injure me. 1 am ashamed of the Court of Directors
for countenancing such a shameful departure from one
of the first principles of society. How meanly did 1
think of them and of their censures, drawn from so
miserable a source!

Adien, my dear friend. This is the last long letter
which I am likely to give you the trouble of reading
from me; for I shall henceforth only look to my speedy
release from this scene of discredit, and to the happi-
ness of meeting you in England. May God grant it !

I subjoin a letter to Lord Macartney himself,
baving reference to the same subjeet. I cannot
find that it led either to a satisfactory explanation
of his Lordship’s proceeding, or to a renewal of
confidence and friendship between them.
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To the Right Honourable Lord Macartney.

Fort William, 13th April, 1783,

My Lord,—I was greatly surprised {o read in the
late general letters from the Court of Directors, very
severe expressions of their displeasure, grounded on
my private and confidential letters fo your Lordship.
It is true that I gave you an express permission to
avail yourself of my opinions in any manner that you
pleased, but your Lordship will recollect the relation
ir’which I had then the honour to stand to your Lord-
ship. I was not writing to a man against whom I
was to guard my words, and to prescribe the exact and
precise use which I might allow him to make of them,
but I submitted them unreservedly to his honour, faith,
and generosity on such liberal grounds as the severest
discretion might warrant. Our common friends,
amongst whom were some whose faintest wishes were
a law to me, had assured me that you desired my con-
fidence and advice; that you sought to make the line
of my conduct the rule of your own; and they enjoined
me to begin a free and unreserved communication of
sentiments with you ; without waiting for any advances
on your part to dispense with the usual cautions of a
new acquaintance. Ididso. Inot only addressed your
Lordship with the familiarity of an old friendship, but
afforded a very early, and what I deemed a most sub-
stantial proof of my desire to cultivate a good under-
standing with your Lordship in the first letter which I
wrote to you after my knowledge of your arrival at
Mudras, which was also my first knowledge of your
appointment to the government of that presidency.
I afterwards received, and felt a sincere pleasure in
receiving, aletter from you which corresponded with the
declarations of my friends. 1 have not the letter at
hand, but I well remember the purport of it. It pro-
fessed such sentiments as my own heart, already pre-
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possessed in your Lordship’s favour, reccived with
pleasure. It professed a deference for my judgment
and solicited my advice. This I freely gave, but as |
gave it with the view of rendering it serviceable to your
Lordship, and to the public, I told you that you might
avail yourself of it publicly, and in any way that your
Lordship pleased. 1n legal acceptation, such a licence
might perhaps be construed into the allowance of con-
verting the advice and opinions offered for your service
to be instruments of my own ruin, if “you were
pleased” to make that use ofit. But I should have falsi-
fied my opinion both of your understanding and honour,
if I could have descended to make such an exception. 1
meant it, and I knew that you would so understand it,
as a permission fo apply my advice to the construction
of your public measures, if it was conformable to your
own sentiments, and in that event to quote it as mine,
and to lessen your own responsibility by the weight
which the public, and perhaps the Court of Directors,
might attribute to my experience. If you disapproved
my advice, if my opinions appeared erroneous in your
judgment of them, there could be no use in commu-
nicating them; and as the communication of them
might injure me, it would have been an ill requital of
confidence to make it without consideration of the con-
sequences ; it would have been criminal to make it in
such 2 manner as might expose me to the resentment
of my superiors; bat if used for the purpose of drawing
a criminal accusation from it, or of contrasting your
own'integrity with mine,—your Lordship will forgive
me for supposing the poesibility of such & case, and to
your justice I refer the sentence due to the perpetra-
tion of the act which I have stated, and which 1 have
only stated for the purpose of viewing the subject in
every possible application of it.

I will frankly own that when 1 first met these pas-
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sages of the general letters, I yielded to that natural
impression which they would have made on your Lord-
ship’s mind in a similar case; but as it seemed, on a
more temperate reflection, too severe {o pronounce, on
appearances which I was not able to reconcile to any
justifiable grounds, a conclusion derogatory from the
principles of honour, and as nothing had passed between
your Lordship and myself at the time in which your
letters to the Court of Directors were written which
could have furnished the remotest plea for hostility, if
any’ provocation can be pleaded for a breach of private
confidence, I checked my first suspicion, and in the
hope that what your Lordship had written, perhaps
with other views, and with candid intentions, had been
perverted by a false construction to a purpose unfore-
seen by your Lordship ; T resolved to lay this full expo-
sition of the subject, and my own feelings excited by it,
before your view, that if you please you may afford me
such an explanation of it as you may judge due fo me
for the apparent injury which I have suffered, and even
to yourself, if you conceive the estimation of a man so
inconsiderable as I am deserving of your attention.
This satisfaction I leave entirely o your Lordship’s
option, myself neither claiming nor soliciting it. But
you will allow me to claim as a right, that you will im-
part to me what you have written to the Court of
Directors, on the ground of my letters; I mean the
extract of your letters on the subject of the Northern .
Circars, and the Rajabh of Tanjore, to which the 31st,
84th, and 35th paragraphs of their letter to your pre-
sidency, dated 12th July 1782, refer.

I need not inform your Lordship that this letter is
not intended as a private communication; mnor, of
course, that I shall deem myself exempt from every
kind of reflection in the use which I may make of your
reply.
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CHAPTER IIIL

Progress of Affairs in the Camatic—Death of 8ir Fyre Coota—Letier to
Lord Macartney—Peace with Tippoo—Letter i the Court of Directors.

WhHiLE the heads of the two governments were
thus passing iuto a state of open hostility, “the
affairs of the subordinate province, so far from re-
trieving themselves, appeared from day to day to
become only more complicated. There was no
cordiality hetween the civil and the military autho-
rities ; there was no good understanding between
the Nabob and the Governor. Indeed the very
elements themselves seemed to war agaiust the
English ; for a furious storm fell upon the coast,
and almost all the vessels in which grain for the
supply of the presidency had lLeen kept, were
driven from their moorings and destroyed. Mean-
while the death of Hyder, though communicated
both to the Governor and the General, was per-
mitted to pass unimproved. The former, to do
him justice, urged an advance; the latter declared
that the army was not in a condition to move ; and
he moved at last only to find, that the opportunity
of striking a great blow had escaped him. In a
word, the spirit of faction seemed to have taken
entire possession of men’s minds; insomuch that
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at a moment when the horrors of famine were
around them ; when the Carnatic was everywhere
a desert, and -Fort St. George itself was saved,
only through the ignorance of the French and of
Tippoo touching the helpless state into which it had
fallen; they whose duty it was to labour for the
public good wasted their time in profitless disputes

ncerning questions of personal dignity and per-
sonal power.

Once more the master spirit of Warren Hastings
devised and carried into execution plans for the
preservation of India. Fresh supplies of men, of
money, and of provisions were ordered to be trans-
ported to Madras ; fresh negociations were opened
with the Mahrattas and the Nizam for the invasion
of Myso_re. But the measure on which, more than
on all the rest, the Governor-general depended,
was the resumption, with dictatorial powers, of the
general command of the troops by Sir Eyre Coote.
Feeble as he was in body, and somewhat weakened
in mind, that veteran officer still bore a name,
which as both friends and foes had been taught to
think highly of it in other days, so they were not
now likely to treat it otherwise than with respect.
At the same time Mr. Hastings well knew that
the General was not in any respect what he once
was. e therefore endeavoured, as much as pos-
sible, to screen him from the andoyance of angry

discussions, and wrote, with this view, the fol-
YOL. HI. P
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lowing letter, to a member of Council at Fort St.
George.
To ArgxanpEr Davipson, Eeq.
Port William, 11th January, 1783.

Dear Sir,—I address myself to you upon a subject
in which I am exceedingly interested, because you are
the only person capable by situation of affording me
the assistance which I require, and from whom I can at
the same time confidently solicit it.

Sir Eyre Coote, notwithstanding his very broken
constitution, has declared his resolution of returning to
the coast, and will take his passage in the Medea
frigate immediately after her arrival. In this deter-
mination he has been in a great measure influenced by
his knowledge of the wishes of the members of this
Government ; and, I fear, much against those of his
own family. I, for my own part, consider Rim as the
only instrument capable of converting the present
crigis to the security of the Carnatic, and the exclusion
of our European enemies on the event of the dispersion
or departure of the army of Mysore. This may prove
the easy work of a few months if the General is allowed
the full and undisturbed direction of all the military
operations, and such aids as your Government can
afford him. We shall renew onr solicitations for that
effect, and I have no doubt of your acquiescence in
them, But I will own to you, that my fears for his
success arise from another cause, which will not bear
apn ostemsible discussion. I have read with infivite
concern the letters which were addressed to him by the
Select Committee in the course of the late eampaign.
The language of these, and more especially their
implied sentiments, were often such as must have
affected him severely, and the more so becanse of his
inability, from the imcessant calls of duty, and the de-
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bility of his constitution, to enter into a train of dis-
cussion in reply to them.

His temper, which is naturally too subject fo irrita-
- tion, has acquired an increased sensibility from the
distempers which oppress him ; and if, under the weight
of these, he will again adventure on so arduous and
fatiguing a service, he merits at least the return of
personal attention and tenderness. He cannot bear

e provocations of official letters written in the spirit

f reproach and hostility. I have studied him, and
find him capable of the most connected and perfect
exercise of his understanding when his spirits are com-
posed. But if they are agitated, and a slight cause
will agitate them, it weakens his recollection, and
sometimes throws him into sudden and dangerous fits
of sickness.

I cannot prescribe to you as a member of Govern-
ment either the style or subjects of your public corre-
spondence, because I must suppose that every letter,
and every act of your government, is dictated by a
gense of unimpassioned duty. Yet allow me, my dear
Sir, to recommend and request without other explana-
tion, that you will, as much as it may be in your power,
prevent any correspondence of such a nature as that
to which I have alluded, and be the conciliator be-
tween him and the commiitee. T know not how far
yout might consider it as incompatible with the obliga-
tions of personal connexion, but so far as you may, with
consistency of character, I would wish to engage your
support of the General in his operations. 1 am sure
that, in expressing this wish, I desire nothing which
the sirictest principle of honour may not avow, and
that it is conformable to what I have known of your
general character, which I have ever believed to be
mild, reasonable, and conciliating.

It is unnecessary to add my motive for the uncommon

F2
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solicitude which T show on this occasion. I might,
perhaps with equal propriety and truth, declare that
1 have an interest in it equal at lcast to any private
concern of my own ; but I will assure you that I shall
receive and remember your compliance with my
wishes in the instances to which I have applied them as
a personal obligation requiring from me an equal return.

I wish you to consider this as a confidential letter.
That. however, must depend on your option. I have
the honour to be, with a very sincere esteem, dear Sir,
your most obedient and faithful servant.

The career of Sir Eyre Coote was on this occa-
sion a brief one. He died, as is well known, four
days after being carried ashore, and left behind
him a name second only to that of Clive in the
history of Indian warfare. Nevertheleas the bare
act of despatching him was not without its uses,
in introducing a better spirit into the military
councils of the province. There was no renewed
cordiality, indeed, between Lord Mlacartney and
Mr. Hastings; whose estrangemeut became, on
the contrary, from day to day more complete. But
his Lordship ceased to interfcre so much as at one
time he seemed anxious to do in the movements of
the troops, and the army took the field in good order.
I eannot say much of its successes. After destroying
the fortifications at Wadewash and Carungoly, and
throwing supplies into Vellore, from the siege of
which Tippoo withdrew, General Stuart retired to
Madras, where, till the end of April, he remained
inactive, waiting for the arrival of Sir Edward
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Hughes on the coast, that together they might
attack Cuddalore,

I should go far beyond the proper limits of this
work, if I were to describe the further progress of
a war, in the conduct of which Mr. Hastings had
no direct share, and which was often waged upon

plan of which he did not approve. My purpose
will be sufficiently served when I state, that the
French, having received large reinforcements, took
up a fortified position in front of Cuddalore ; while
the fleet, mustering sixteen sail, kept open their
communications by sea. Having waited till these
lines were completed, General Stuart set out from
Madras ; and oa the 13th of July a general assault
was given. It was not successful ; yet the enemy,
distrusting their own capability of sustaining a
second, withdrew in the night, and, shutting them-
selves up within the walls of the town, were im-
mediately invested. Meanwhile the hostile fleets
met, and a fierce encounter took place, more to
the detriment of the French than the English ;
though the latter were so much crippled that Sir
Edward Hughes found himself obliged to bear up
for Madras roads that he might refit. But no
decisive consequences followed. Souffrein indeed
made good his point of communicating with the
besieged, to whom he sent supplies” both of men
and material. Nevertheless, ere Bussy could turn
his advantages to account, intelligence of peace

-
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between Great Britain and France was received.
As a matter of course hostilities ceased on the in-
stant ; while the French general sent off peremp-
tory orders for the return of the detachment which
accompanied Tippoo, and earnestly invited Tippoo
himself to become a party to the proposed paci-
fication.

Tippoo Saib now stood alone as the enemy of
England; and had Mr. Hastings been absolute in
India, the war against him would have been pro-
secuted to extermination. For the Nizam and
the Mahrattas were both engaged to invade
Mysore, and a single campaign rightly managed
must have led to his total overtbrow. But
peace with Tippoo was Lord Macartney’s favourite
project, and he hastened, without pausing to con-
sult the Supreme Government on the subject, to
pave the way for its accomplishment. Lord Ma-
cartney had no grounds of justification in this pro-
ceeding. As the head of a subordinate presidency,
it might be his duty to suggest,—but he had no
right to act, except by explicit orders from Cal-
cutta; while his mode of acting proved to be as
impolitic as the assumption of powers which did
not belong to him was offensive. Lord Macart-
ney’s treaty, when at length drawn up, took no
notice of the Nabob, the principal in the war, nor
made the slightest mention of the Mahrattas, with-
out whose co-operation Tippoo never could have
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been induced to listen to" his Rroposals.. Nor is
this'all. In his eagerness for peace, he went so
far as to propuse the swrrender of cerfain districts
near the ghauts, which would have been to Tippoo
of extraordinary value, because morethan ever open-
ing for him a road, at any moment, into the heart of

arnatic. Mr. Hastings has the merit of having
put a direct stop to so discreditable an arrange-
ment, He forbade it at every hazard, justly de-
claring that such an acknowledgment of inferiority
would be more injurious to the interests of Car-
natic than a continuance of the war for any con-
ceivable length of time. Neither did he per-
mit the Nabob to be slighted, or the Mahrattus
exasperated by a display. of indifference to their
interests. As will be shown by and bye, a proceed-
ing which was charged against him as a crime,
namely, his refusal to sign a treaty whick the
Supreme Council had ratified, and the substitution
of a new one drawn up by his own hand, was in
point of fact an act of justice, of which the incon-
veniences, whatever they might be, were attri-
butsable not to him, but to the over-weening self-
conceit and prejudices of the Governor of Madras.

All this while Mr. Hastings had the twofold
burthen to bear, of wanton and groundless censure
cast upon lim by his superiors at home, and a
great deal of annoyance through the misconduct
and timidity of the Company’s servants abroad.
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In Oude, affairs, so far from adjusting themselves,
became day by d?ty more entangled. Mr, Bris-
tow blamed the Vizier and bis minister, the
Vizier and his minister threw the blame on Mr.
Bristow, and they were not contradicted by the
reports which Major Palmer communicated, while
passing to and fro on his mission to Rohilcund. Of
the effect produced on his own mind by the Court's
censure, I have in my selection from Mr. Hast-
ings’s private correspondence endeavoured to
convey & correct idea. I do not think that the
reader will blame me for inserting here, in illus-
tration of the same, a single public document.
It is bis reply to the Court’s letter, a powerful and
well written paper, which, though more than once
printed elsewhere by fragments, has never, as far as
I know, been offered to general perusal, as a whole.
I think it entirely overthrows the dotage of Cheyt
Sing's right of sovereignty, and exculpates the
Governor-general from all just blame for having
dealt with him as with a traitor.
To the Honourable Corrr of Dixecrons of the Hoamourshle Usrren Basr
Expus Comranr.
Fort William, 20th March, 1753,
Honourable Sirs,—In your letter to the Governor-

general and Council, dated 28th August, 1782, you
have been pleased to enter into a large discussion of
my proceedings at Benares, and to apprize the Board
of certain resolutions comprehending your judgment
upon them. These resolutions, as the immediate cause
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and subject of my present address, I shall, to avoid the
perplexity of frequent and remotd reference, hereto
subjoin.

-4 That it appears to this Court, that on the death
of Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty was made with his -
successor, by which the*zemindarry of Benares, with
its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the East
India Company.

« That it appears te this Court, that Rajah Cheyt
S’ing was confirmed by the Governor-general and
Council of Bengal in the management of the said
zemindarry (subject to the sovereignty of the Company)
on his paying a certain tribute which was settled at
Sicca rupees 22,66,180; and that the Bengal Govern-
ment pledged itself that the fréde and uncontrolled
possession of the zemindarry of Benares and its depen-
dencies should be confirmed and guaranteed to the
Rajah and his heirs for ever, subject to such tribute,
and that no other demand should be made upon him
nor any kind of authority or jurisdiction exercised
within the dominions assigned him, so long as he
_ adhered to the terms of his engagement.

« That it appeara to this Court, that the Governor-
general and Council did, on the 5th July, 1775, re-
commend to Rajah Cheyt Sing, to keep up a body of
2,000 horse, but at the same time declared there should
be no obligation on him to do it.

* That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt
Sing performed his engagements with the Company in
the regular payment of his tribute of Sicca rupees
22,66,180,

* That it appears to this Court, that the conduct of
the Governor-general towards the Rajah, whilst he
was at Benares, was improper, and the imprisonment
of his person, thereby disgracing him in the cyes of
his subjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly

immalitia and moe tand $n waslran tha aanfidonca
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which the native princes of India ought to.have in the
justice and modération of the Company’s government.”

I understand that these resolutions were either pub-
lished or intended for publication. As they have
proceeded from an authority so respectable, any reader
of them will naturally, and without hesitation, believe,
that the facts on which they necessarily and indis-
pensably depend, have been fully established. And
who are the readers? not the proprietors alone, whose
interests is immediately concerned in them, and whose
approbation I am impelled by every motive of pride
and gratitude to solicit; but the whole body of the
people of England, whose passions have been excited
on the general subject of the conduct of their servants
in India; and before them I am arraigned and pre-
judged of a violation of the national faith in acts of
such complicated aggravation, that if they were true,
no punishment short of death could atone for the
injury which the interest and credit of the public had
sustained in them.

I hope, therefore, 1 shall not be thought to give
unnecessary trouble in calling your attention to a
subject not wholly personal, nor to fail in the respect,
in which I have never yet failed, to your honourable
Court, in the mode of my vindication, which will not
admit of the common delicacies of expression; for 1
cannot admit facts, however affirmed, which I know to
have no existence, and by which my character has been
blamed, nor will a simple denial or refutation of them
be sufficient against such a charge, if I can at the same
time appeal to your own knowledge, prove by the
evidence of your own arguments, and to what your
honourable Court possesses in candour, for my first
justification and acquittal

The facts affirmed, or expressed in terms equal to
affirmation, in your resolutions are as follows :

Ist. That the Bengal Government pledged itself
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that the free and uncontrolled possession of the zemin-
darry of Benares and its dependencies should be con-
firmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for
ever.

2d. That it pledged itself that no other demand
should be made upon him, nor any kind of authority
or jurisdiction exercised within the dominions assigned
him, so long as he adhered to the terms of his engage-
mént.

3d. That the Governor-general required him to
keep up a body of 2,000 horse, contrary to the decla-
ration made to him by the Governor-general and
Council on the 5th July, 1775, that there should be no
obligation on him to do it.

4th. That Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by no other
engagements to the Company, than for the payment of
his tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66,180.

5th. That Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of
India.

6th. The judgment passed on my conduct, as de-
ducible from the facts, is, that it was « improper, un.
warrantable, and highly impolitic, and may tend to
weaken the confidence which the native princes of
India ought to have in the justice and moderation of
the Company’s Government.” I must crave leave to
say, that the terms * improper, unwarrantable, and
highly impolitic,” are much too gentle as deductions
from such premises, and as every reader of the latter
will obviously fcel as he reads the deductions which
_ inevitably belong to them, I will add, that the strict
performance of solemn engagements on one part fol-
lowed by acts directly subversive of them, and by
total dispossession on the other, stamps on the per-
petrators of the latter the guilt of the greatest possible
violation of faith and justice.

But this and every other conclusion from the facts
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advanced in proof of them, will fail, if the facts them-
selves have no existence. I do, thereforc, most posi-
tively and solemnly deny their existence.

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itself
that the free and uncontrolled possession of the zemin-
darry of Benares and its dependencies should be con-
firmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for
ever.

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itsclf
that no other demand should be made upon him, nor
any kind of authority or jurisdiction exercised within
the dominions assigned him, so long as he adhered to
the terms of his engagement.

I deny that I ever required him to keep up & body
of 2,000 horse contrary to the declaration made to
him by the Governor-general and Council on the 5th
July, 1775, that there should be no obligatien on him
to do it.

My demand (that is, the demand of the Board) was
not that he should maintain any specific number of
horse, but that the number which he did maintain
should be employed for the defence of the general
state. '

I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was bound by no
other engagement to the Company than for the pay-
ment of the tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66,180.

He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and
absolute obedience to every order of the Government
which he served. The various and repeated profes-
sions of his letters are proofs and acknowledgments
of this construction of his vassalage; and his own
cabulecat, or instrument by which be engaged to per-
form the duties of his zemindarry, expresses it in the
acknowledgment of the Company’s sovereignty.
| }rdeny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native prince of

ndia-
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Cheyt Sing is the son of a collector of the revenue
of that province which his acts, and the misfortunes of
his master enabled him to convert to 2 permanent and
hereditary possession. ‘This man, whom you have
thus ranked among the princes of India, will be asto-
nished when he hears it, at an elevation so unlooked
for; nor less at the independent rights. which your
commands have assigned him; rights which are so
foyeign from his conceptions, that I doubt whether he
will know in what language to assert them, unless the
- example which you have thought it consistent with
justice, however ppposite to policy, to show, of becoming
his advocates against your own interests, should in-
spire any of your own servants to be his advisers and
instructors.

I forbear to detail the proofs of these denials. In
legal propriety I might perhaps claim a dispensation
from it, and require the charges to be proved, not
myself disprove. But I have already disproved them
in my narrative of my proceedings at Benares which
has been long since in your hands, and is, I hope, in
the hands of the public. So that 1 think it sufficient
to refer, and to point out the ninth and following pages
of the copy which was printed in Calcutta, for a com-
plete explanation, and I presume as complete a demon-
stration of the mutual relation of Rajah Cheyt Sing
the vassal and subject of the Company, and of the
Company his sovereign.

The subject to which I now proceed, and on which
I rest my fullest acquittal, is too delicate to admit of
my entering upon it without requesting your in-
dulgence and pardon for whatever may appear offen-
sive in it, and declaring that I should have sub-
mitted in silence to the severest expressions of censure
which you could pass upon me, had they been no
more than expressions and applied to real facts; but
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when the censures are not applied to real facts, and
are such as substantially affect my moral character, I
should be myself an accomplice in the injury, if I suf-
fered the slightest imputation to remain, which it was
in my power wholly to efface. _

A breach of faith necessarily inplies antecedent and
existing engagements, and can only be construed such
by the express terms of those engagements. 1 have
been guilty of this crime in my treatment of Cheyt
Sing, or of none, and may be allowed to regret that
while you stated such facts as implied if, you did not
in terms declare it. There is an appearance of tender-
mness in this deviation from plain construction, of which,
however meant, I have a right to complain, because it
imposes on me the necessity of framing the terms of
the accusation against myself, which you have only not
made, but have stated the leading arguments so
strongly, that no one who reads these can avoid making
it, or not know to have been intended.

But permit me to ask: May I not presume that this
deviation arose from something more than a tender-
ness for my character and feelings? that it was dic-
tated by a consciousness that no such engagement
existed ? for if any such did exist, why were not the terms
of the engagement produced in support of the charges.

But even the facts which are affirmed in the resolu-
tions are such as must depend upon some evidences,
for they cannot exist indcpendently, If the Bengal
Government “ pledged itself,” its pledge must be
contained in the written instruments which were ex-
pressly formed and declared to define the reciprocal
relation and obligation of the Rajah and the Company.
The resolutions of your honourable Court, as they
stand unconnected in their original state, must be
accepted as the conclusions from certain and established
evidence, and this evidence, I must presume, you
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meant to produce in the long process of detailed
argument, which precedes them in your general letter.
This consists of pieced extracts from opinions delivered
by me in the debates of Council, which not only pre-
ceded the settlement made with the Rajah Cheyt Sing,
when his zemindarry became the property of the Com-
pany; but, strange as it will appear, which passed on
an occasion wholly foreign from it, and at a time when
the Company had not obtained the cession of the
zemmdarry At the point of the settlement, your detail
stops. Had it proceeded, it must have exhibited the
conditions of the settlement, which would have con-
tradicted every fact which you have asserted; and
every man of candour will believe that this was the
only reason why it did not proceed. For why are my
speculative opinions on the claim made upon the
Nabob Assof ul Dowlah for the cession of the zemin-
darry of Benares, which I thought an infringement of
8 treaty already subsisting with him, and upon the
mode by which we should allow Rajah Cheyt Sing to
exercise the management of his zemindarry when it had
become the property of the Company, quoted in evi-
dence against me; when the actual deeds which con-
veyed to Cheyt Sing his possession of the zemindarry,
and all the conditions by which he had it, were the
only criteria by which my conduct towards him could
be tried? The debates from which my opinions are
extracted are so voluminous, and my share in them
bears so large a proportion, that it would take up much
time and argument to prove, what I could prove, that
in their collective and relative sense they are perfectly
consistent, so far as they can apply at all, to my sub-
sequent conduct; but were it otherwise, they are not
to be made the rules of my conduct; and God forbid
that every expression, dictated by the impulse of
present emergency, and unpremeditatedly uttcred in the
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heat of party contention, should impose upon me the
obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to every
variable occasion. ’

The wisdom of the legislature has declared that the
whole collective body of the Governor-general and
Council shall be bound by the opinions of the majority ;
but the doctrine implied in your quotation of my
opinions is the reverse of that obligation, if my opinions
were not conformable to those of a majority of the
Board ; and if they were, the acts of the Board, formed
on such concurrent opinions, ought to be quoted as
the rules of my conduct,not the opinions which only led
to them.

Having solemnly pronounced that Rajah Cheyt
Sing had performed his engagements with the Com-
pany, and that my conduct towards him was “im-
proper and unwarrantable,” you proceed to way that,
« such further resolutions as you may think proper to
come to on this very important subject will be com-
municated to us by a future conveyance.” This I
cannot otherwise understand than as an indication
of your intention to order the restoration of Rajah
Cheyt Sing to the zemindarry of Benares. It will be
expected aiter the judgment which you have passed as
an act of indispensable justice; and whenever this
promissory declaration is made public, as it must be, if
not already known, what may have been expected will
be regarded as a certainty. If anything were wanting
but the express notification of your intention to confirm
it, the recall of Mr. Markham, who was known to be
the public agent of my own nomination at Benares,
and the reappointment of Mr. Francis Fowke by your
order, contained in the same letter, would place it
beyond a doubt. This order has been obeyed, and
whenever you shall be pleased to order the restoration
of Cheyt Sing, I will venture to promise the same
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ready and exact submission in the members of your
Council. ‘

“Of the consequence of such a policy I'-forbear to
speak. Most happily the wretch whose hopes may be
excited by the appearances in his favour is ill qua-
lified to avail himself of them ; and the force which is
~ stationed in- the provice of Benares is sufficient to
suppress any symptoms of internal sedition; buf it
cannot fail to create distrust and suspense in the minds
bdth of the rulers and of the people ; and such a state
is always productive of disorder.

But it is not in this particular consideration that I
dread the effects of your commands. It is in your
proclaimed indisposition against the first executive
member of your first Government in India., It is as
well known to the Indian world as to the Court of
English proprietors, that the first declaratory instru-
ments of the dissolution of my influence in the year
1774 were Mr. John Bristow and Mr. Francis Fowke.
By your ancient and known constitution, the Governor
has been ever held forth and understood to possess the
ostensible powers of Government. All the corre-
spondence with foreign ministers is conducted in his
name : and every person resident with them for the
management of your political concerns is understood
to be more especially his representatives, and of his
choice, and such ought to be the rule; for how other-
wise can they trust an agent nominated afainst the
will of his principal; or how, knowing him to act under
the variable instructions of a temporary influence or
the casual dictates of a majority, can they rely on the
measures Which he may propose, and which a sudden
change of influence, always expected in a deviation from
constitutional forms, may undo, and subject, in every
instance of their connexion, to a continual fluctuation of
affairs ?

VOL. 1II.
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When the state of this administration was such as
seemed to admit of the appointment of Mr. Bristow
to the residency of Lucknow without much diminution
of my own influence, 1 gladly seized the occasion to
show my readiness to submit to your commands. 1
praposed his nomination; he was nominated and de-
clared to be the agent of my own choice. Even this
effect of my caution is defeated by your absolute com-
mand for his reappointment, independent of me, and
with the supposition that I should be adverse to it.
I am now wholly deprived of my official powers, both
in the province of Oude, and in the zemindarry of
Benares.

Nor will the evil stop at these lines. My general
influence, the effects of which have been happily mani-
fested for the support of your interests, is now wholly
lost, or what may remain of it sustained only by the
prescription of long possession, and something perhaps
of personal attachment, impressed by habits of frequent
intercourse.

I almost shudder at the reflection of whbat might
have happened had these denunciations against your
own minister in favour of a man universally considered
in this part of the world as justly attainted for his
crimes, the murderer of your servants and soldiers, and
the rebel of your authority, arrived two months carlier.
You will learn by our common despatches what dif-
ficulties Mhadajee Scindia has had to surmount in
reconciling the different members of the Mahratta state
to the ratification, and even, when ratified, to the inter-
change of the treaty concluded by him in May last
with this Government. I dare to appeal even to your
judgment for the reply, and to ask, whether the ministers
of the Peishwa, possessing the knowledge of such s
circumstance, would not bave availed themselves of it
to withhold their consent to the treaty, either by
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claiming to include Cheyt Sing as a party in it, or
either overtly or secretly supporting his pretensions,
with the view of multiplying our difficulties ; or, which
is most probable, waiting for the event of that change
in the superior Government of Bengal, which such
symptoms portended, before they precipitated their
interests in a connexion with a declining influence,
which they might obviously conclude would render this,
\yith all its other acts, obnoxous to that which suc-
ceeded it.

Their counter part of the treaty is ratified, and in
our actual possession ; and such is the character of the
man whom we have made our principal and guarantee
of it, that it will ensure us against any change of sen-
timent which might arise from any cause in the breasts
of his countrymen. I am happy in having been the
sole instrument in the accomplishment of so happy an
event. It originated in a scene of universal revolt,
encompassing my own person; it began with the im-
mediate separation of the first power of the Mahratta
state from the general war, and was followed by the
instant and general cessation of hostilities,—in effect by
a permanent peace: for I have a right now to affirm
this, having positively assured you that it would prove
such while the formal confirmation of it remained so
long in a state of suspense. In every progressive
state of it, it has met with obstructions which might
have discouraged even the most determined perse-
verance :—in the known indisposition of the presidency
of Bombay ; in the calamities of the Carnatic; in the
alarming interference of the President and Select
Committee of Fort St. George, by the exaggerated
portrait of their affairs in a letter addressed to our
minister, and sent in circulation through the midst of
the Decan and Indostan, entreating him at all events,
and with whatever sacrifices, to precipitate the con-

a2
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clusion of the treaty, and save them from destruction
but above all, in the vehement exclamations for peace
from men of every description in Great Britain.

To all those counteractions I have apposed the
principles of firmness and defiance, and, aided by the
peculiar talents and wariness of Mr. David Anderson,
I have at length brought my wishes and yours to their
destined point. Perhaps with a less able minister I
might yet have failed; but even the merits of his
services I claim as my own, for it was my choice which
called his mind into action, and my confidence that
gave it its best exertions. Pardon me, honourable
Sirs, this digressive exultation. I cannot suppress the
pride which I feel in this euccessful achievement of a
measure so fortunate for your interests and the national
honour ; for that pride is the source of my zeal so fre-
quently exerted in your support, and never more
happily than in those instances in which I have de-
parted from the prescribed and beaten path of action,
and assumed a responsibility which has too frequently
drawn on me the most pointed effects of your displea-
sure. But however I may yield to my private feelings
in thus enlarging on the subject, my motive in intro-
ducing it was immediately connected with its context,
and was to contrast the actual state of your political
affairs, derived from a happier influence, with that
which might have attended an earlier dissolution of it.

It is now a complete period of eleven years since I
first received the first nominal charge of your affairs.
In the course of it, I have mvariably had to contend,
not with the ordinary difficulties of office, but with such
as most unnaturally arose from the opposition of those
very powers, from which I primarily derived my an-
thority, and which were required for the support of it.
My exertions, though applied to an unvaried and con-
sistent line of action, have been occasional and de-
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sultory ; yet I please myself with the hope that in the
annals of your dominion which shall be written after
the extinction of recent prejudices, this term of its
administration will appear not the least conducive to the
interests of the Company, nor the least reflective of
the honour of the British name; and allow me to
suggest the instructive reflection of what good might
have been done, and .what evil prevented, had due
support been given to that administration which has
performed such eminent and substantial services with-
out it.

You, honourable Sirs, can attest the patience and
temper with which I have submitted to all the indig-
nities which have been heaped upon me in this long
service. Itwas the duty of fidelity which I essentially
owed to it. It was the return of gratitude which I
owed, even with the sacrifice of life, had that been
exacted, to the Company, my original masters, and
most indulgent patrons. To these principles have I
devoted every private feeling and persevered in the
violent maintenance of my office ; because I was con-
scious that I possessed in my integrity, and in the
advantages of local knowledge, those means of dis-
charging the functions of it with credit to myself and
‘with advantage to my employers, which might be
wanting in more splendid talents; and because I
had always a ground of hope that my long sufferance
would disarm the prejudices of my adversaries, or the
rotation of time produce that concurrence in the crisis
of your fortune with my own, which might place me
in the situation to which I aspired. In the mean time
there was nothing in any actual state of your affairs
which could discourage me from the prosecution of this
plan. There was, indeed, an interval, and that of
some duration, in which my authority was wholly de-
stroyed ; but another was substituted in its place, and
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that, though irregular, was armed with the public
belief of an influence invisibly upholding it, which
gave it a vigour scarce less effectual than that of a con-
stitutional power. Besides, your Government had no
external dangers to agitate, and discover the looseness
of its composition. ’

The case is now most widely differeat: while your
cxistence was threatened by wars with the most for-
midable powers of Europe, added to your Indian
enemies, and while you confessedly owed its preserva-
tion to the seasonable and vigorous exertions of this
Government, you chose that season to annmihilate its
constitutional powers. You annihilated the influcnce
of its executive member, You proclaimed its anni-
hilation. You virtually called on his associates to
withdraw their support from him; and they have with-
drawn it; but you have substituted no other instru-
ment of rule in his stead, unless you suppose it may
exist, and can be effectually exercised, in the body of
your Council at large, possessing no power of motion
but an inert submission to the letter of your command,
which, however necessary in the wise intention of the
Legislature, has never yet been applied to the esta-
blishment of any original plan or system of measures,
and seldom felt but in instances of personal favour or
personal displeasure.

Under such a sitaation I feel myself impelled, by
the same spirit which has hitherto animated me to
retain my post against all the attempts made to extrude
me from it, to adopt the contrary line. The season
for contention is past, the present state of affairs is
not able to bear it. I am morally certain that my
successor in this Government, whoever he may be, will
be allowed to possess and exercise the powers of his
station, with the confidence and support of those who,
by their choice of him, will be interested in his success.
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I am become a burthen to the service, and would i~
stantly relieve it from the incumbrance, were I not’
apprehensive of creating worse consequences by m
abrupt removal from it. Such an act would probably
be considered by Mhadajee Scindia as a desertion of-
him in the idstant of his accomplishment of his treaty
and defeat the purposes of it which yet remain to be
effected by his agency. I am also persuaded that it
wpuld be attended with the loss of the Commander-
in-Chief, in whose presence.alone I look for the resto-
ration of peace in the Carnatic, which he, perhaps,
would think too hazardous an undertaking with no
other support than a broken Government. I have no
wish remaining, but to see the close of this calamitous
scene, and for that I hope a few months will be suf-
ficient. My services may afterwards be safely with-
drawn; but will be still due, in my conception of what
I owe to my first constituents, until they can be re-
gularly superseded by those of my appointed successor,
or until his succession shall have been made known,
and the period of his arrival near at hand.

It therefore remains to perform the duty which 1
had assigned to myself as the final purpose of this
letter, to declare, as I now most formally do, that it is
my desire that you will be pleased to obtain the
early nomination of & person to succeed me in the
Government of Fort William; to declare, that it is
my intention to resign your service as soon as I can
do it without prejudice to your affairs, after the allow-
ance of a competent time for your choice of a person
to succeed me ; and to declare, that if in the inter-
mediate time you shall proceed to order the restoration
of Cheyt Sing to the zemindarry from which, by the
powers which 1 legally possessed, and conceive my-
self legally bound to assert against any subsequent
authority to the contrary, derived from the same com-
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mon source, he was for crimes of the greatest enormity
tlispossessed, and your Council shall resolve to execute
the order, I will instantly give up my station and the
service.
- 'To these declarations suffer me to add this reserva-
tion; that if in the mean time the act? of which I
complain shall, on a mature revision of them, be
revoked, and I shall find myself possessed of such a
degree of your confidence as shall enable pe to dis-
charge the duties of my station, I will continue in it
until the peace of all your possessions shall be restored,
or it shall be your pleasure to allow me to resign it.—I
have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, your most
obedient and faithful servant.

P.S.—Upon a careful revisal of what I bave written,
I fear that an expression which I have used, respecting
the probable conduct of the Board in the event of
orders being received for the restoration of Cheyt
Sing, may be construed as intimating a sense of dis-
satisfaction applied to transactions already passed. It
is not my intention to complain of any one, but to
vindicate my own character, and to state the difficulties
of my situation. Neither do I mean, by excepting one
person, to cast a censure on any others. Yet I feel in
my esteem for Mr. Wheler, and in my solicitude to
avoid even the imputation of reflecting unjustly on his
condact, & duty impelling me to declare, that in my
experience of it since the time that we were first in
the habits of mutual confidence, it bas been fair and
honourable to myself, and zealous to the public, equally
free from profession and subterfuge, and his support
given to me in every instance equal to whatever claim
I might have to it.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Stato of Parties at Home—Overthrow of the Coalition—Unsatisfactory
condition of things in India—Lord Macartney's Treaty with Hyder—
Famine—Mrm. Hastings's Illnesa and return to England-—Letters on

{ various smbjects.

It will be necessary once more to advert to the

state of parties at home, to which Mr. Hastings’s

good name, as well as the fate of the East India

Company, continued to furnish ample ground of

discussion, I salluded in a former chapter to the

formation of a Cabinet, which, because of the in-
congruous materials out of which it was built up,

has ever since been designated the Coalition. I

spoke also of the abortive issues to the India de-

bates which marked its first entrance upon office,
and of the assurance of Mr. Fox that, early in the
following session, a broad and sweeping measure
would be brought forward, and the question settled
for ever. With this promise on the part of the
minister, and this expectation raised in the country,
and among the proprietors of India stoek, the
houses of parliament separated, and for several
months the public, at least, was relieved from the
consideration of a subject which had begun in some
measure to weary rather than to interest.
Meanwhile throughout the recess, events were
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continually occurring, all of them*more or less
connected with the personal fortunes of the subject
of this memoir. In the month of August, for
example, the Fox packet arrived from Calcutta,
bringing official intelligence of the peale with the
Mahrattas. The triumph of Mr. Hastings's friends
was, a8 might bave been anticipated, extreme ; for
up to the latest moment a contrary persuasmn had
prevailed ; and the majority in the Direction made
no scruple both to act and to speak, as if in every
point he had shown himself the dupe of Mahratta
cunning. They were of course compelled, on
such evidence, to alter their tone; yet in Lord
Macartney’s angry letters they found some salve
to their mortification, and they hastened to deal
out blame as usual, where they ought to have ad-
ministered praise. They met, coldly expressed
their pleasure that the war had come to an end, and
instantly went on to eensure the Governor-general,
because he had made choice of Sindia as his agent
in the negociation. Nor was this all ; the subject
of presents was again brought forward. Mr.
Hastings was charged with rapacity in accepting
them ;' and a resolution was passed, that the ten
lacs furnished by the Vizier should be credited to
his publie account. Nothing could be more illiberal
than all this, unless indeed it be another paragraph
in that memorable despatch, which required the
Governor-general to account for every gift received
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by him since his first acceptance of office. For
Mr. Hastings had repeatedly forestalled the Direc-
tors on this point, by first applying the sums ad-
vanced personally to himself to the public service,
and then €xplaining to the Court how, and for
what purpose, he had done so. But the majority
v{:are by this time furious with rage. They felt that
they had placed themselves in a false position, and,
like obstinate men who have gone far astray, they
chose rather to flounder on, than by an hopest effort
of self-denial to acknowledge their mistake, and
endeavour to make amends for it.

It was at this juncture, that Mr. Hastings’s
letters, announcing his intention on certain condi-
tions to resign, arrived in London. No event could
have occurred more satisfactory to the Govern-
ment, which thus enjoyed the prospect of attaining
without & struggle the great object of their ambi-
tion—~—the Indian patronage. So delighted indeed
was Mr. Fox, that he spoke of Hastings as having
removed from his shoulders an intolerable burthen;
even while his bostility, and that of Mr. Burke,
continued unabated. Mr. Hastings’s best friends
likewise congratulated themselves on the determi-
pation at which he had arrived, though for reasons
widely different from those by which the Cabinet
were swayed. They rejoiced, because so decisive
an act on his part entirely refuted the calumnies of
such as spoke of him in the light of one who could
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not be removed from office except by violence.
Yet there was one personage in the realm who
made no concealment of his regret on the oceca-
sion. The King everywhere avowed his belief,
that the retirement of Warren Hastings at such a
juncture would be perilous in the extreme to the
English interests in India; and the fact of his
doing so had no tendency to conciliate for the Go-
vernor-general the good will of a Cabinet which
their royal master was well known equally to dis-
trust and dislike.

It was now the month of October, and the Court
of Proprietors, where his merits were still liberally
acknowledged, resolved to anticipate any censure
which might be cast on Mr. Hastings, by voting
him, ere the session of Parliament opened, their
formal thanks for his long and invaluable services.
The business was well managed by Major Scott,
Mr. Sulivan, and others, if indeed the expression
be allowable in a case where no management ap-
pears to have been necessary ; for the body of the
Proprietors were of themselves eteadily his friends.
Accordingly while men’s minds were filled with
anticipations of what might happen—for the India
question, it was well known, would be one of the
first brought on for discussion—the Court met, and
proceeded to business. I ecannot refuse to my
reader the satisfaction of deriving from one who
was personally present a knowledge of the prin-
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cipal events which occurred at this meeting. The
following is Major Scott’s report to Mr. Hastings.

London, Queen-square, 10th November, 1788.

Thank God, my dear Sir, I can now congratulate you
most sincerely upon the completest triumph that ever
man received, who, from his exalted station has been
so much the object of admiration on the one hand, and
of envy on the other; but I will regularly detail the
business from the date of my last letter. In that1 in-
formed you we meant to call a General Court. After
several meetings with our friends, and those of the other
members of the Supreme Council, Mr. Macpherson and
Mr. Stables, in order to settle the mode of our proceed-
ing, it was Governor Johnstone'sopinion that the thanks
of the Court should only be given to you; but that if
the friends of the other gentlemen wished a vote of
thanks, it ought to be a separate motion. This how-
ever they would not consent to, and Lord Mansfield
observed to me, that it was not a point worth splitting
upon, adding, with a peculiar archness, “ You know
the story, I and Doctor Radcliffe cured the fever.” We
thought it right to defer the meeting of the General
Court as long asit could be done previous to the open-
ing of the session, that what I have invariably con-
tended for might happen, namely, that the sense of the
East India Company upon your conduct might be
taken in the fullest and fairest manner—trick and
chicane being necessary in the common intercourse of
politicians with each other, but totally useless to Mr.
Hastings, and unworthy the justice of his cause.

Our letter for calling the General Court was given
in on Wednesday the 39th of October, and appointed
for Friday the 7th instant. Not long after the Court
was summoned, Lord Loughborough and a Mr. Ar-
struther (who so strenuously supported us last year)
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paid a visit to Johnstone in order to persuade him to
give up the business, and to permit you quietly to
retire, as you wished to do. That after you had
written for a successor, it was absurd fo say anything
more on the subject. His lordship added, that he
heard we proposed voting you a continuation of Lord
Clive’s jaghire; and then he went into a long detail
of the Mahratta war, insisting upon ,if that you were
the author of it.  * In a word (he added), you will be
disgraced and defeated, and I advise you to give up
the cause at once.”

Johnstone made a very just and a very sarcastical
reply : « As to giving away jaghires of £30,000 a’year,
I have hitherto invariably opposed such extravagant
grants ; however, when 1 alter my opinion upon that
subjcet, I will apply to your lordship for assistance,
who had so considerable a share in conferring that
reward on Lord Clive. Whenever I propose a reward
for Mr. Hastings, it shall be such a reward as is suited
to the moderation of that gentleman’s character, not
to the greatness of his merits. As to our being dis-
graced, it is impossible, and I scarcely think it possible
we should be defeated, but at all events I am deter-
mined to proceed, and I leave it to your friend An-
struther to instruct you on the subject of the Mahratta
war. Last year, my lord, when you wished fo distress
Lord Shelburne, my support of Hastings was laudable,
and would you really wish me to acecommodate my
conduct to your politics? Be assured I will not.”
Loughborough went away in despair of persuading
Johnstone, but every engine was set at work to overset
us. I received a note from Lord Mansficld last weelk,
to tell me to be active, * as there were indefatigable
machinations against us,” I saw hislordship the next
day at Caen Wood, who told me that if the ministers
persisted in their absurdities as to India, they must
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break to pieces ; and added, that {wo days before, the
first draft of the King’s speech was produced to the
Cabinet. In that his Majesty was to recommend the
consideration of India affairs to Parliament, and to
adopt all the nonsense of the select committee, as to
our having lost the confidence of the natives, &ec. &e.
He told me Lord Stormont would do all he could, but
that if he did not succeed, there would be a division
pmongst the ministers on the first day of the sessions.
He much approved of our motion, and desired we
would not relax a moment. We got all our friends
together, and on Friday the Court was as full as at
the important debates of the last year, and consisted
of the most respectable characters in the kingdom.
Amongst them was the Archbishop of York, General
Oglethorpe (now ninety-six years of age), the honour-
able Mr. Greville, General Caillaud, Sir Francis Sykes,
Mr. Barwell, &c. &e. In short, gentlemen of all parties,
The business was exceedingly well conducted, as the
printed debate will show you, and your enemies were
8o confounded by the impression which the oratory of
Johnstone and young Dallas had upon the Court, that
they were afraid to divide, lest the opposition should
sppear most thoroughly contemptible, but a Mr.
Edward Moore, the most stupid of men, brother of
Peter Moore, was the single negative to the motion.
"The Fox I hope will be delayed a few days, and then
I shall be able to tell you what effect cur meetings will
have upon his Majesty’s ministers. I hear, and from
authority too, that they very much approve of the mo-
derate language we adopled, both in the motion and
in the debate. One circumstance I confess pleases me
beyond expression—that although the members of the
Supreme Council are thanked, the debate entirely

turned, as it ought to do, on the merits of the Go-
vernor general.
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The next morning early I called on Lord Mam
field, who was greatly pleased with the happy conclu
sion of a business in which so many of his Majesty’
ministers opposed us, till they saw the torrent to
strong to be resisted, and that the well earned popu
larity of your character would bear down every oppc
sition.

The ideas of Mr. John Robinson differed materiall
from ours, and the motion he wanted us to bring for
ward, was of a most curious mnature, being in fact
panegyric upon the two youngest members of the Su
preme Council. Itran:—That Macpherson arrived a
Madras in August, 1781, reconciled contending partie:
and performed most essential services. That he cam
to Bengal, found all in confusion; was zealous an
active in the public cause. That from the time of hi
arrival, such and such supplies were sent to Bomba
and Madras ; that at such a time Stables arrived, an
from that period great things bad also been done. W
rejected this motion unanimously, and at last it wa
agreed, as I have before eaid, simply to include ther
in the vote of thanks, upon the principle of Lord Mans
field, « that I and Doctor Radcliffie cured the fever.
If we may judge from present appearances, no man i
England will dare i future to attack your public eon
duct, and volunteers daily and bourly start up.

I am so pleased with a pamphlet of the Earl ¢
Stair's, (which I shall send you,) that I transeribe a
extract from it in this part of my letter.

« Qur title to our acquisitions in India has now go
stability from long pouesswn and however muc]
private vices, or private injustice may have stained th,
administration of the Company’s servants, their systen
of government appears solid, and has on trial resiste
and trinmohed over all the attacks which Eurove anc
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cage, the frequent, trifling, partial, peevish interfer-
ences of Parliament in the Company’s affairs, cannot
but be hurtful to them, and are derogatory, in some
sort, to the dignity of Parliament. Aboveall, the late
attempts in Parliament to dismiss from his government
with disgrace, the Company’s great minister, the pow-
erful Chatham of the East, who has shaded with laurels
every dubious part of his former conduct, were pro-
cgedings of a most absurd ingratitude, for which no
reason can be assigned but a detestable one, viz. his
possessing what many men covet to possess. I never
saw, probably never shall see, Mr. Hastings. What I
write are the unbiassed effusions of impartial justice,
charmed to find a fit subject for panegyric. I neither
have, nor never had any connexion with him, or with
the East India Company or their affairs ; yet I think
it strange to see all the force of reform bent towards
that quarter of the globe, in which alone our affairs
have been conducted with success.”

You will observe, my dear Sir, notwithstanding the
warm and glowing terms which my Lord Stair uses,
that he talks of the dubious parts, and Johustone, in
his speech, admits, for the sake of argument, that
such there may be: I have, however, provoked the
attack, and it has been shrunk from. Upon this subject
too I am sure you will admire the energetic and ani-
mated language of young Dallas. Lord Mansfield
says our Court is the school of oratory, and that Dallas
goes far beyond Mr. Dunning as a public speaker.

I never saw the effect of oratory more strikingly
displayed! Baber thinks him beyond, and I think
him equal to Mr. William Pitt.

I have now but this wish, that whenever the situa-
tion of public affairs and your own inclination lead
you to return home, I may have the happiness to meet
you and Mrs. Hastings in the most perfect health, with

VoL. 1L n
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your constitution recovered from the shock it received
by that rascally fever last year.

11th November, 10 at night.—I have been in the
House of Commons to-day to hear the debate upon
the speech. It passed without a division, after some
smart conversation between Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt, and
Governor Johnstone. The King’s speech recommends
the notice of India to the House, in general terms.
Lord Ossory, who moved, and Sir Francis Bassetit
who seconded the address of thanks, said that, as
India was our great stake, it became a subject of
the utmost importance. Mr. Pitt agreed with them,
but hoped that ministers would bring forward their
plan fully and completely, and that it would be fairly
and impartially considered. Fox gave notice that this
day week he would make a motion on India business;
but he spoke with the' utmost mildness and caution.
No personal reflections ; no illiberal abuse as hereto-
fore: no declaration that the proprietors had acted
illegally or indecently, in opposing the wishes of Par-
liament. All ke said was, that he would propose his
Plan, and leave it to the wisdom of the House to adopt
or o reject it

Johnstone complimented Fox upon his moderation,
but confessed he was disappointed not to hear a syl-
lable uttered in praise of Mr. Hastings, when India
was the sulject under the discussion of the House.
Did not the members know, he added, what great
things Mr. Hastings had done—that he had concluded
the Mahratta peace, had saved Madras, and conquered
Bednore and Mangalore ?

Mr. T. Pitt said he should wait till Mr. Fox bronght
forward his plan; that however he expected to see the
whole at once, and not that the ministers should bring
it forward scrap by scrap. Mr. Burke did not venture to
speak a syllable, and thus this day’s business went off.
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From what Lord Mansfield told me, I should sup-
pose their plan is so exceedingly absurd, that it will
be thrown out. But at all events, my dear sir, your
business is now fully accomplished, and whatever they
do, it will tend to set your character in a fairer point
of view, if possxble, than it now is, in the opxmon of
every honest man in this nation.

I dare say I shall write again before the ship goes;
but I close this to prevent accidents.

I am ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and gratefully

yours.

The following brief account of the results of
Mr. Fox’s India Bill, and the breaking up of the
Coalition cabinet, is full of interest. 1 give it, be-
cause it connects these events with the personal
history of Mr. Hastings.

From Major ScorT.
London, Queen-square, 20th December, 1783,

My dear Sir,—I have written to you several times,
both overland and by the ships that have sailed since
the 11th of November, which is the date of the last
letter that I have had time to take a copy of. The
events since that period to the present day are won-
derful indeed ; and I may say, as Lord Mansfield said
of your proceedings at Benares, that this month contains
changes and chances of importance enough to make
the history of an age.

Agreeably to Mr. Fox's notice the first day of the
Sessions, he brought in his motion for the India Bill
on the 19th of November, which was prefaced by a very
long speech, on which, as it has been printed, and as
my answer {o it has also been printed, I shall here
make no remarks. The Bill was read for the first time
two days after ; and on the second reading, the 1st of

H2
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December, in spite of the very sound arguments offered
against it, it was carried for commitment by a majority
of iwo 1o one. It was again debated most powerfully
at the third reading, but carried, the numbers being
208 to 106. Thus this important Bill, founded on
injustice and supported by the most glaring falsities,
passed one branch of the legislature. The East India
Company made every possible stand, and no efforts were
untried to turn the tide in the House of Commons ;
but unfortunately the very arguments we offered to
avert the mischief were the arguments which carried
the Bill through, namely, that it was in the first place
a violation of every thing we should hold sacred in this
country, and in the next place that it would extend the
power of the minister and increase his patronage beyond
all reasonable bounds by giving him entire possession
of the East India Company. Our next resource was
the House of Lords, and here we hoped to make a firm
stand. Lord Thurlow sent for me the day before the
Bill bad finally passed the Commons; he took very
great pains to obtain complete information on the
subject, and he lamented very sincerely that I had been
g0 long in England at so critical a period without
obtaining a seat in the House of Commons, where such
bold and infamous assertions had passed uncontra-
dicted, merely for want of some person to speak to
matters of fact. I had the pleasure to meet Lord
Thurlow and Lord Temple several times before the
business came on in the House of Peers. They both
expressed the highest regard for you, and the firmest
conviction of the importance of your services to the
public. Lord Temple, in particular, made use of the
following remarkable expressions :—* You must know,
Major Scott, perfectly well, that if the present Bill
should be lost in our House, we shall turn out the
Ministry ; in that case we wish most cordially to support
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Mr. Hastings, and I hope to God he will not think of
quitting Bengal. I have taken great pains to make
myself acquainted with the transactions in Bengal
during his administration, and I find the deeper I go
the more reason I have to admire the conduct of Mr.
Hastings.”

On the 9th instant the Bill was read for the first time
in the House of Peers, when Lord Thurlow made one
‘of the finest speeches ever uttered in Parliament, to
which I have attempted, though in vain, to do justice
in the printed account of debates which will accompany
this letter. I sent the speeches to the press, as they
were so miserably given in the newspapers. The King
was certainly very much alarmed when he thoroughiy
understood the drift of Mr. Fox in bringing in his Bill.
Lord Temple had a conference with His Majesty on the
11th, and the consequences which have resulted from
it are most important. All those noblemen who are
denominated the friends of the constitution, and who
have strenuously defended the King’s prerogative, came
up to town, and when the Bill was read a second time
on the 15th, the House of Lords was fuller than it has
been known during the present reign. Our counsel
opened the business with wonderful ability, and de-
fended the Company with great success. The Minister
lost the question that night at twelve o'clock by a
majority of eight. The counsel went on the next day,
and young Dallas made one of the finest speeches ever
pronounced at that bar. It will be printed imme-
diately. No part was more approved of than that in
which he mentioned your scrvices and the treatment
you had met with. The debate was put off for that
night by consent, and the mext day, the 17th, it came
on. Lord Loughborough was afraid to rise, and the
Bill was very feebly supported, indeed, by Lords Car-
lisle, Sandwich, and Derby; and their argumentscom-



102 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

pletely refuted by Lords Gower, Walsingham, Coventry,
Rawdon, Camden, and the Duke of Richmond. Many
others meant to have taken a part for us,and amongst
the rest Lords Mansfield and Stormont ; but the oppo-
sition was so contemptible that neither they, nor Lord
Thurlow, spoke. At eleven at night the House di-
vided, and the Bill was rejected by a majority of nine-
teen. Thus fell this famous Bill, and with it the
Coalition. Lord Mansfield stopped and talked to me
for ten minutes as he went into the body of the House
of Lords. I was at the bar. * Well, Major,” said his
Lordship, as he shook me by the hand, “it is all over;
the Bill is lost. This is an important victory for
Hastings, and another proof of the wonderful as-
cendancy of his fortune; it will make a dreadful con-
fusion, but you are neither of you responsible for that.
It is the fault of the man who wonld bring in such a
BillL” Lords Mansfield and Stormont voted against
the Bill. 'That night it was known the Ministry would
be changed, and the next day the King sent a message
to Lord North and Mr. Fox, requiring them to sur-
render the seals as Secretaries of State. The public
papers will tell you the confusion that is likely to ensue
upon this great change. Parliament will be dissolved
in two or three days, and both Lord Thurlow, now
Chancellor, and Lord Temple, one of the Secretaries,
say I must come in, as they want information exceed-
ingly in the House of Commons upon India business.
I shall write to you more fully upon the subject here-
after. I dined yesterday with Lord Mansfield, who
had just parted with Lord Gower, the new Lord Presi-
dent, who declared that he did not intend ever again
to become a public man; but the same prineiple which
would take from the Company their charter, might have
deprived him of his estate ; it therefore behoved him
to stand forth in support both of the King and the
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people. He added, this Mr. Hastings is a most extra-
ordinary man, for it is he who has turned out the
~ Ministry. Lord Mansfield said he had declared to
some of them long ago, that if they attempted to crush
Hastings they would suffer for it.

I am sure, my dear Sir, it will give you infinite
pleasure to hear that the warm and animated expres-
sions of Lords Thurlow and Walsingham (when you
was the subject of their praise) were received by the
House of Peers with the utmost attention and pleasure,
and that no one Peer, not even Lord Loughborough,
attempted to cast the smallest censure upon you. On
the contrary, though he misrepresented the acts of your
government, he most earnestly entreated the House to
put Mr. Hastings entirely out of the question ; thatit
was the system he wished to correct, and no man had
blamed the system more than Mr. Hastings.

But the conduct of Mr. Fox throughout this busi-
ness is surely the most extraordinary of any other.
Before he brought in his Bill, he waited upon Lord
Mansfield, who told him that he disliked the measure
exceedingly, but if Mr. Fox wished to carry it, he would
advise him by all means not to say a syllable about
Mr. Hastings ; for that his character was so high, and
his friends so active, he would involve himself in very
great difficulties if he attempted anything agaiust him.
Mr. Fox promised he would not, and he sent his friend
Sheridan to Halhed to bespeak our neutrality the very
day he moved for leave to bring in the Bill. Sheridan
wished to see me, but I refused to meet him. AfterthisI
was very much astonished, indeed, to find that Mr. Fox
went fully into all the scandalous stories related in those
execrable libels (as Lord Temple calls them), the
Ninth and Eleventh Reports of the Select Committee,
and at the close of his speech to hear him declare that
he meant not to be personal against Mr. Hastings. I
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believe, indeed, he now most heartily repents his
conduct. :

1 have persuaded Mr. Sulivan to push the departure
of the Surprise as much as possible, and I hope she
will be despatched early in the week. Enclosed is a
letter from Lord Mansfield to Sir Thomas Mills. His
Lordship desires you to be prepared for every thing,
If the new Parliament is against the Ministry, there
will be another change in six months; if not, we may
hope to see a stable administration, which will support
you most heartily. Lord Thurlow and Lord Temple
are much alarmed lest you should quit Bengal, but I
hope there is not the smallest reason to apprehend that ;
though I wish they would send you a proper successor
who may take possession whenever you have an incli-
nation to come away.

The opinion expressed by Lord Mansfield, that
the overthrow of the administration was in great
measure the work of Mr. Hastings, was nowhere
more warmly taken up than among the ex-ministers
themselves. If, therefore, they had previously re-
garded him with disfavour, disfavour degenerated
henceforth into rancorous hatred, which nothing
could appease except the total ruin of the man, to
whose firmness they attributed their own political
overthrow. On the other band, the new ministers,
Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and Lord Thurlow, spoke
of him in terms of the highest admiration, and
every where avowed their design of supporting him
- to the uttermost. In the Court of Directors, like-
wise, a somewhat flexible body, a marked change
in his favour took place; while the Proprietors
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more and more found cause to congratulate them-
selves on the part which they had played throughout.
Still Mr. Pitt’s government was as yet weak, It
had, indeed, the support of the King and of the
country ; and in spite of Lord Temple’s unexpected
resignation, the rest determined to stand their
;ground. But a majority in the House of Commons
was aguinst them, and matters were not, as was
Lelieved, ripe for a dissolution. Accordingly; the
same letters which conveyed to Hastings accounts
of his growing triumphs, and of the estimation in
which be was held in high quarters, warned him to
be prepared for a sudden reverse, and urgently
pressed upon him the necessity of attending more
than he had heretofore done to his private fortunes.
'The following is a curious and an important docu-
ment :—
From the same.
London, Queen-square, 11th January, 1784.

My dear Sir,—1 sent you copies of all my late lettcrs
by the Valentine Indiaman, and an account of our
political situation, at the close of the year. T will
bring up my relation of our late transactions, although
there is no immediate prospect ofudespaiching this
letter, except by the post over land.

I have already informed you of the interviews I had
been honoured with by the Lord Chancellor; since the
date of my last I have seen him every day. He is very
firmly and sincerely attached to you, and every one of

his Majesty's present ministers profess the utmost
esteemn and respect for you. The ministry is completely
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fixed, and if they will not desert the King (of which I
trust there is no danger), I am sure the King will not
desert them. Mr. Pitt, our present minister, has com-
municated to the Court of Proprietors the propositions
he means to move in Parliament, and they bave been
approved of by a majority of five to one. What will
be their fate to-morrow we cannot say, or whether the
ministers will be able to conduct any business with the
present House of Commons. I must refer you, my dear
Sir, to the newspapers, and the daily publications which
I will send to yom, for an account of the great and ex-
traordinary violences to which our enemies have been
driven, by the virtue of the House of Lords, in throw-
ing out that abominable India Bill, and, in consequence,
breaking up the Coalition ministry. You will hardly
believe that the brother of your amiable and worthy
deceased friend, Elliot, should now be one of your
avowed enemies ; or the Lord Advocate Dandas, yonr
steady friend and supporter, yet both these facts are
strictly true,

1 was at Court on the day the House of Commons
presented their bold address to the King, and Sir Gil-
bert then fold me that, had the India Bill passed, it
was the intention to have removed you immediately on
the charge of peculation, contained in the eleventh
Report of the Select Committee. I hear also, from
undoubted authority, that in the event of your removal,
Lord Macartney, or Mr. Eden, Sir Gilbert Elliot’s
brother in law, would have been Governor-general, and
Smith Commander-in-Chief. Thank God so rascally
an arrangement is for ever defeated. I told Sir Gilbert
my opinion very plainly of the conduct of your perse-
cutors; but it is strange indeed, my dear Sir, that the
very circnmstance which tends of all others to display
your character as a disinterested man, in the fairest
point of view, should, in spite of all we can say, have
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been used as the strongest ground -of crimination
ageinst you—JI mean your bringing fo the credit of the
East India Company so large a sum as 200,0001., which
every other man almost would have appropriated to
his own use. Even Lord Thurlow condemns you here;
not that he has a shadow of doubt of your being able
eompletely to explain every circumstance to his perfect
satisfaction; but he says, yon are to blame in not
hiving considered the wretches you have to deal with
here, and that if, by the utmost stretch of human in-
- genuity, it is possible to misrepresent any act of yours,
Mr. Burke and his committee will take the advantage
of every thing. You ought, says Lord Thurlow, to
have been aware of this, and to bave explained every
part of a transaction (which he is convinced will re-
dound to yeur honour) in such a manner, as to have
confounded the malice of your enemies.

Mr. Dundas and I are now on the best of terms. The
firat time I met him was at Lord Thurlow’s, when he
told me that I must do him the justice to say he had
never doubted the honour, the integrity, or the abilities
of Mr. Hastings, though he had differed from him as
to some of his political opivions ; that these differences
were at an end, for the Mahratta war was at an end,
and every part of your conduct of late years appeared
to him highly meritorious. Dundas is now Treasurer
of the Navy, and will be one of the principal managers
of the House of Commons on the side of adminis-
tration. He is absolutely to come forward im your
support, against Burke, and I am now furnishing him
with materials to make use of in your defence. His
argument is, * [ never doubted the honour or integrity
of Mr. Hastings; I blamed his politics of 1778; 1
thought he could not make peace with the Mahrattas,
but 1 have been mistaken. His relief and support of
the Carnatic, his improvement of the revenues of
Bengal, his spirit and activity, claim every degree of
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praise that I can bestow upon him, and every support
that his Majesty's ministers can afford him.” This,
my dear Sir, is Mr. Dundas’s present language; and
if the ministry stand (of which I have no doubt), and
carry the present bill through, you will be appointed
His Majesty’'s Governor-general of Bengal. Lord
Thurlow does not entirely approve of the intended bill,
by which the Governor-general and Commander-in-
Chief are to be appointed by the King, and the other
two by the Company. He sent me yesterday to put
the following question to Mr. Dundas:—“If the bill
should pass, his Majesty means to appoint Mr. Hast-
ings the Governor-general of Bengal: suppose the
House of Commons should then be mad enough to
address the King to remove him, what is to be done?”
Mr. Dundas answered, “ The King will appoint Mr.
Hastings Governor-general of Bengal : most assuredly,
if such an address should be proposed, we shall resist
it: shouldit be carried against us, we must dissolve the
Parliamenf, so that you need be under no apprehen-
sions: if we have strength enough to carry the bill, be
assured we shall have strength enough, and more than
enough, to preserve Hastings.” Thus we stand, my
dear Sir, with ministers. The King speaks of you in
ihe warmest terms, and a prodigions majority through
the kingdom espouse your cause and execrate your
opponents,

In my last letter 1 told yon that Lord Bathurst had
interested himself exceedingly to procure me a seat in
Parliament, and that every thing was scftled for my
coming in for West Looe, in the room of Sir William
James. Lord Mansfield thought I should be better
out of the House; but the Lord Chancellor was ex-
ceedingly anxious for my coming in, and pushed it all
he could. However, as party has run very bigh, Mr.
Pitt was afraid that Mr. Fox and Mr. Barke would re-
present it in an invidions light; and though he and his
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friends wished most earnestly that I should be in the
House, they rather were inclined to defer my appear-
ance for the first week, and Mr. Buller is to quit for
me at any time, The Chancellor is exceedingly dis-
pleased at this, and says they will live to repent their
timidity, and that he would be answerable that neither
Mr. Fox nor Mr. Burke should browbeat me. 1 am
sure, my dear Sir, you will highly approve of my being
eptirely guided by the Chancellor in this affair, and
therefore I shall keep myself prepared to be elected
whenever he thinks the time proper, or rather, when
he can persuade others to think eo, for he says, they
will live to repent my not being at this moment in
Parliament. He argues thus:—* 1 baye seen the
greatest orators in the House of Commons struck dumb
by a fact. The boldest assertions are hazarded there,
because there is no one who has knowledge or resolu-
tion enough to contradict Mr. Fox; you would do it;
and I am sure when the bill was depending, you would
have turned the House, by stating to them what you
have done off hand to me in conversation.” Mr.Dundas
told me yesterday that there was nothing they wished

- more anxiously than to have me in the House of Com-
mons, but that it had been thought more prudent to
bring in Mr. Buller for a few days, till the first tumult
had subsided.

Before this letter is concluded, I shall be able to
tell you much more of the real state of our affairs. In
my last I told you that Lord Gower calls this, * Hast-
ings’s administration ;” and many of the party give me
the credit of having contributed more than any one
amongst them to overturn the late ministry. Addresses
to the King are preparing from all parts of the king-
dom, urging his Majesty to preserve the constitution
inviolate, and promising to support him. The faction
on the other side is composed of bold, needy, and de-
sperate men; but asthe City of London and the king-
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dom in general place implicit confidence in young Pitt,
one of the wonders of this age, I think Lord North
and Mr. Fox will be completely defeated. The former
is infinitely a more base and contemptible character
than the latter. What a wonderful public life is yours,
my dear Sir, both in England and in India! Almost
every man despaired in July, 1782, when the death of
the Marquis of Rockingham kept you in Bengal and
saved India. Again, in October, when ministcrs
and & majority of Directors had determined upon your
removal, your constituents at that time preserved you.
‘Whatever Lord Shelburne’s private opinion may be, a
bill was brought into Parliament in his administration,
or ready to be brought, which had for one object your
removal, though perhaps upon more honourable terms
than that wretch Mr. Burke approved of. Shelburne’s
overthrow changed the face of affairs, and Lord Stor-
mont’s opposition prevented the Coalition from doing
anything the last session; but, at the commencement
of the present, Mr. Fox came forward with a vengeance,
and your canse was forgotten for the time, in attempts
to preserve the constitution and the Company. Fox
failed in his attempt, and failing, fell with all his econ-
nexions.

We have had two conferences with Mr. Pitt, which
gave us great satisfaction. His propositions, 1 think,
are very fair, considering the madness and the preju-
dices of men in general with respect to India. Lord
Thurlow thinks Mr. Pitt has taken too much; that all
appointments whatsoever ought to be in the Company,
subject to his Majesty's approval, and that the Crown
should have a control as strong as possible at home.
However, we readily acquiesced in Mr. Pitt’s schemes,
in order to show our sense of the services he had ren-

dered the Company, by opposing a man who grasped
at all we

James Macpherson has acted very steadily with us
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throughout this business; and I assure you, my dear
Sir, I am at a loss for words sufficiently forcible to do
justice to the merit, application, and constancy of Go-
vernor Johnstone, both towards you and the East India
Company. I trust we shall elect him a Director on
Wednesday next in the room of that traitor, Sir Henry
Fletcher.

You will excuse me, my dear Sir, if many important
events have passed unnoticed in my late letters to you.
'I‘wenty times have I sat down to write to you in the
last ten days, and as often been called away on mate-
rial business. Lord Thurlow asked me the other day
if I ever eat or slept? Thank God, I have enjoyed an
uninterrupted share of health, and, having a good cause,
did not despond even when our affairs wore the most
gloomy aspect. The Chancellor is a firm, intrepid man,
so is Dundas, but I wish the other ministers possessed
as much courage as they do honour and industry. 1
am only afraid of their timidity, though they certainly
acquire more and more courage every da.y

We bave now a decided majority in the Court of
Directors, and I am upon the most friendly terms of
communication with our present Chairman, Mr. Na-
thaniel Smith,

You will receive, as I understand, a paragraph of
disapprobation, couched, however, in decent language,
for having arraigned the conduct of the Directors, and
you will, with this, receive their warmest thanks for
the wonderful exertions by which you have saved India
and improved the revenues of Bengal.

17th January. 1 sent a copy of this over land last
night: I shall now close it and begin another to-
morrow. I am ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and
gratefully yours, Joan Scorr.
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All this while Mr. Hastings, to whom these
changes in his favour could not for many long
months be communicated, was labouring under the
effects of the ill-judged and unjust censures, which
both the House of Commons and the Court of
Directors had passed upon him. His eolleagues
in the Supreme Council, from being lukewarm
supporters of his policy, became, in consequence of
these censures, positively hostile. With Lord
Macartney his disputes assumed, day by day, a
more bitter tone ; while both Oude and Benares, for
the right management of which he had rendered
himself in a marked degree responsible, fell, in
the hands of Messrs. Fowke and Bristow, into ter-
rible confusion. The latter of these gentlemen,
indeed, seems, like the Governor of Madras, to
have aimed at nothing less than the total annihila-
tion of the Nabob Vizier's authority. Of this, as
was natural, the Nabob Vizier complained, while,
at the same time, he made it appear that so long
as the system of oppression and interference con-
tinued, it was impossible that he should be in a

" condition to discharge with punctuality his debts
to the Company. Moreover, as if fate had deter-
mined to vex Mr. Hastings with all its storms, a
feilure in the periodical rains threatened to pro-
duce a famine; while Mrs. Hastings’s health,
which had long been declining, laid him under the
stern necessity of sending her to England. Now
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Mr. Hastings was to a remarkable degree devoted
to the wife of his bosom. She was his friend, his
confidant, his solace, his supreme delight ; and the
prospect of a separation from her, as it would have
been at any moment grievous, so it seems to have
affected him, at this juncture, with positive anguish.
Mr. Hastings, however, was not the sort of man
to make any unbecoming display, either of morti-
fied ambition or of lacerated feelings. He did not
scruple, indeed, as has been shown elsewhere, to
cast back on his accusers their unmerited rebukes,
while his private communications to those to whom
he believed he could unburthen himself are all
tinged, both now and afterwards, with a deep
shade of melancholy. Nevertheless his energies
forsook him not. “I will resign this thankless
office,” said he, ““on the first favourable opportunity;
but I will not be driven from it, either by the folly
of my subordinates, or the injustice of my superiors.
I have saved India in spite of them all from foreign
conquest, neither will I quit my post until the
internal affairs of this great country shall bave been
restored to something like order.” Accordingly,
with a marvellous command of temper, he applied
the energies of his mind to the ungracious task
of retrenchment and reform, endeavouring to per-
suade where he felt that he ought to have had

authority to command, and yielding many a point
VOL. ML I
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to the weakness of others, which his own better
judgment disapproved. -

The external relations of British India were at
this time satisfactory enough. With France and
Holland there was peace; and if at the outset
some soreness continued, especially on the side of
the former nation, even of this the good sense of the
Governor-general got rid. He set at nought the
punctilious obstinacy of the Governor of Madras ;
and, taking more account of the substance than of
the shadow of things, gave up at once, and with
a good grace, what must have been given up with
a bad grace in theend. With the Mahrattas again,
the best understanding prevailed. They were
now the allies of the English, and, engaging them-
selves as such to put an end, either by negociation
or force of arms, to the war with Tippoo Saib,
they extricated Mr. Hastings out of what he felt to
be an embarrassing dilemma. For it was conso-
nant to his general policy, that in a war affecting
the Carnatic, the English should appear in the
light of allies, or subsidiaries only. Carnatic was
the realm not of the East India Company, but of
the Nabob of Arcot. It was against Carnatic
that the sovereign of Mysore had carried on hosti-
lities, and if on that field the English happened to
oppose him, théy did so, ostensibly at least, because
they were bound by treaty to defend and support
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a prince with whom the King of England was in
aliance. In a word, Mr. Hastings knew that
among the pative powers there was a rooted jea-
lousy of the encroachments of the English, not un-
natural to men who beheld principality after prin-
cipality first taken into alliance, and then absorbed
by these strangers; and he was exceedingly
anxious, just at that moment, to show, that the
English were not wholly regardless of the faith of
treaties, nor bent on aggrandising themselves at
the expense of violated engagements and outraged
decency. '

It was Mr. Hastings’s anxious wish, that the
Mahrattas should stand forward as mediators
between the bostile powers of Mysore and Carnatie.
This, however, he could bring about only by re-
cognizing the Nabob as the principal in the quarrel,
and his views being eagerly embraced both by the
Nizam and the Mahratta chiefs, Mr. Hastings con-
ceived that nothing remained for him, or for the
presidency of Madras, except to carry on hostilities
boldly, and with vigour, till it should be announced
to them that the rival princes were in treaty. Lord
Macartney took in this, as he did in all the rest of
his dealing with the Nabob, a view diametrically
opposed to that of the Governor-general. Having
seized the Nabob’s revenues in order to maintain
the war, and deprived him of all authority over
his own subjects, he could not see the smallest

12



116 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS,

necessity for consulting him in the management of
a peace ; to purchase which, indeed, his Lordship
was prepared to give up a portion of territory,
over which he could claim no other right of so-
vereignty than that of the sword. Accordingly
Commissioners were by him appointed who re-
paired to Tippoo’s camp, and there negociated a
treaty into which the name of the Nabob was not so
much as introduced, nor any notice taken either
of the Nizam or the Mahrattas. Mr. Hastings
was justly indignant at this proceeding. He
could not, indeed, interfere to stop the negocia-
tion, because peace, on almost any terms, the Com-
pany were eager to obtain; and had the accom-
plisbment of that wish been deferred for a single
season, to his ambition, not to his sense of right,
the circumstance would have been attributed.
But be did his best to lessen the appearance of
wrong in the eyes of the powers whom the Madras
Government was insulting, and to repair the injury
which had been heaped upon them. For this, pre-
judiced historians have blamed him, but it is not
the only act of his with which prejudiced histo-
rians bave dealt unfairly.

There is no carrying on war in any couniry of
the world without a heavy expenditure of money;
and in India the costs of keeping armies in the field
are fearful. Throughout six years, the Bengal
states had been called upon to maintain, at dif-
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ferent points in the theatre of operations, not fewer
than 70,000 fighting men: besides supplying the
wants both of Madras and Bombay out of their
own resources. 'The inevitable consequences were
the accumulation of a debt, to provide means for
the payment of which—I do not say in its capital,
Eut in its interest—sorely perplexed those at the

eads of departments. It was vain to speak of
reducing their establishments, and so acquiring, by
degrees, the funds of which they stood in need.
Not a sepoy could be discharged with six
months pay due to him ; while the idea of paying
up the disbanded troops, while the claims of those
with arms in their hands remained unsatisfied, was
not to be entertained for a moment. Besides, you
cannot borrow in India, as you can in England
or France, upon public credit, and trust to the
management of future years for the means of
wiping out the loan. Neither might the local
government venture to draw upon the home autho-
rities to such an amount as could in any material
degree assist them in their difficulties. There re-
mained, therefore, but one resource. The payments
from Qude and Benares were to a large extent in
arrear ; while the rulers of both countries impor-
tuned the Governor-general to take the manage-
ment of their respective affairs into his own hands.
I have had occasion, in a previous chapter, to show
that with the proceedings of the residents at both
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durbars Mr. Hastings had long been dissatisfied.
He now, therefore, brought the subject formally
before the Supreme Council, and after a good deal
of argument, prevailed upon a majority to commit
the arrangement of the business to his care.

~ The following long letter will best explain both
the nature of the difficulties under whichhelaboured,
and the measures which he proposed to adopt for
the purpose of surmounting them. I have read
it myself with great interest, and cannot there-
fore doubt that it will be read with interest by
others.

To Major Scorr.
Fort William, 15th Oclober, 1753,

My dear Scott,—The principal occasion of these
despatches is to couvey to the Court of Directors an
early information of the state of their affairs at Luck-
now, and I have made an appeal to them of greater
length than any that I ever wrote in my contest with
General Clavering and his party.

The sum of the story is this: As Mr. Middleton
pleaded the opposition of the Nabob Vizier for the non-
performance of the arrangements formed between us, at
his own solicitation, when we were at Chunar, and
represented the Nabob as reduced to a state of extreme
affliction and despondency by my repeated and strong
" instances concerning them, the inconsistency seemed
to me so strange and unnataral, and T was so solicitous
of undeceiving the Nabob, that I resolved to depute
Major Palmer to him for the purposes of convincing
him that in what I had required I bad never exceeded
the points of his own most urgent solicitation; of in-
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quiring into the causes of the dissatisfaction which he
was said to have conceived at my acts ; and to assure
him that I never would interfere in his affairs but at
his own request, nor make any demand upon him but
for the sams which he owed to the Company.

Major Palmer went off with this message, and found
Mr. Richard Johnson in actual possession of the
powers of the residency, which Mr. Middleton quitted

oon after to escort his wife to the borders of Bengal.
5ohnson abused his trust, or was charged with it, and
kept the Board and myself in total ignorance of his
acts, though unauthorized, and of the state of the
country, which was in universal revolt. For this he
was recalled; and soon after, Mr. Middleton, for his
neglects; and Mr. Bristow appointed in his stead ; but
not till I had made him write to the Nabob for his
consent, and lad obtained it. I thought that I had
secured Bristow’s fidelity by his gratitude, and Mr.
Macpherson pledged himself to me for his good be-
haviour. I never give great trust without confidence,
nor confidence by halves. 1 gave Bristow instructions
on every possible case that I could suppose, or he
require them; and spoke my sentiments very freely of
Hyder Beg, the minister, whom I suspected of a col-
lusion with Middleton and Johnson, and blamed
equally with them for acts which I have since had
reason to believe were imposed on him by their ascend-
ant over him. On this ground, and on no better, Mr.
Bristow, after an ineffectual attempt to draw Hyder
Beg iuto a confederacy with him to usurp all the powers
of the Government, proceeded to an open assumption
of them to himself. Major Palmer, who had been de-
puted to Fyzoolla Cawn, found matters on his return
in this train; and, at the solicitation of the Nabob and
his minister, transmitted their complaints of it to me.
I laid them before the Board, first in a private, and
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next in a public manner. After many shifts and
delays, they were sent to Mr. Bristow for his reply to
them. After longer delays, he replied. The Board
acquitted him of every charge without any evidence but
his denial of them; and I have adjudged him guilty of’
every one, even on the same evidence of his own de-
fence. And I have appealed from their sentence to
the Court of Directors. My lefter of appeal, my
minute containing the examination of Bristow’s de-
fence, and all the papers of reference, have been copied
in their order, and will be sent to you with this. It is
my earnest desire that they may be published, if the
Court of Directors hesitate to punish the authors of
these oppressions, and to relieve the Nabob of Oude.
It is not Mr. Bristow nor Mr. Cowper against whom 1
complain, but the members of the Board, and Mr.
Macpherson cspecially, whose instruments they are,
and the puppets of his direction. These have dared
to affirm that they have acted by my instructions; than
which nothing can be more false, nor more opposite to
my principles or to my nature. As a bad cause re-
quires extraneous helps, I expect that this will be de-
fended by recrimination. Major Palmer, having been
on intimacy with Cowper, wrote to him some familiar
notes, which contained an allusion to the dissensions at
Lucknow, and he having obtained Palmer's permission
to show them to Bristow, they both took eopies of them,
and sent them to Calcutta, where they were arifully
shown to two or three men who were known to have a
quick feeling for my interests, and by them reported to
me as containing some indiscreet avowals of Major
Palwer, which would hurt him and me. 1 apprised
Palmer of it, and have got the copies from him, he
himself having been obliged to apply to Cowper for
them. These I will send you, because I suspect that
they will be surreptitiously sent home for the same de-
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famatory purpose. To prevent this, I formally made a
demand of Messrs. Stables and Macpherson, that they
would produce the papers on record if they had them,
and thought them of consequence. They refused it,
and Mr. Macpherson on a principle of honour most dis-
honourable; for he says that those who have them
ought hot to publish them without the consent of the
parties, though they have been already produced by
gne of the parties to vilify the other ; and I have pro-
tested against the refusal as a denial of common
justice. I refer you to the correspondence and my own
marginal notes for those passages of which I suspect
an advantage will be taken; and if you hear of this
correspondence in England, publish it with the rest of
this general subject, or make such other use of it as
will best refute the calumnies that may be built upon
it. You will find it a specimen of the candour of
Palmer’s mind, and the unsuspecting honesty and
generosity of his heart.

There is not living a man of*'more candour; and had
he, a witness of acts which reflected infamy on my cha-
racter, remained a tacit spectator of them, he would
have been the basest of all men. He has knowingly
sacrificed all his hopes by the part which he has acted ;
and they whose villanies have been brought to light
through his means have nothing left but to brand him
with the names of incendiary and informer, and so they
might a man who should awaken me when an assassin
had & dagger at my throat and I sleeping.

You will wonder that all my Council should oppose
me. SodoI. But the fact is this: Macpherson and
Stables have intimidated Wheler, whom they hate, and
he them most cordially. Macpherson, who is himself
all sweetness, attaches himsclf everlastingly to Stables,
blows him up into a eontinual tumour, which he takes
care to prevent from subsiding ; and Stables, from no
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other cause that I know, opposes me with a rancour so
uncommon, that it extends even to his own friends, if
my wishes chance to precede his own in any proposal
to serve them. In Council he sits sulky and silent,
waiting to declare his opinion when mine is recorded ;
or if he speaks, it is to ask questions of cavil, or to con-
tradict, in language not very guarded, and with a tone
of insolence which I should ill bear from an equal, and
which often throws me off the guard of my prudence;
for, my dear Scott, I have not that collected firmness of
mind which ] once possessed, and which gave me sucha
superiority in my contests with Clavering and his asso-
ciates. My last year's sickness has left a debility upon
my constitution which I cannot remove, nor shall till I
try a colder climate. One thing let me add to close
the subject: I early remonstrated with Stables on his
conduct, and asked him if, in my pereonal behaviour to
him, I had given him any cause of offence. He de-
clared that I had not, but treated him with an atten-
tion and confidence which had always given him the
greatest pleasure, or words to that effect; but talked
of his situation, Company’s orders, and expenses.

The preceding will be a preface or clue to the sabject
of my minute on Bristow’s defence, which I desire you
to read with attention, and oblige my good old friend
to read it. It is of too great length for Lord Mans-
field ; yet 1 value his good opinion so much that I
wish he could see it. 1 have written it with a view to
make it complete in itself, and not to depend on its
relative materials for the comprehension of it ; so that
it is probable most readers will content themselves
with that and Bristow's defence, which is a curious pro-
duction.

1 expect an answer from Macpherson when the
packet is closed ; but it shall not for that reason fail of
areply. [shall deal with him as [ have ever done
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with others, openly and fairly, He will aim his most
weighty strokes at me through the medium of his
letters to England. Be sure to avail yourself of this
intimation, and claim the nght of discrediting every
information so insidiously offered, whether to the
public, to the Company, or to higher powers.

The next subject of importance is the business of
the Nabob Walla Jah's assignmenf. In this, as in the
last, Mr. Wheler's conduct has made me azshamed of
him. He readily entered into the treaty of the 2nd of
April, 1781, with the Nabob, which has thrown the
Nabob into the merciless hands of Lord Macartney.
He equally condemns Lord Macartney's conduet, and
affects an equal pity for the Nabob with myself; and I
have fold him, with all the delicacy that I could, that,
as a gentleman, independently of public considera-
tions, he ought to support and redress the Nabob.
The Lord Macartney and his Committee refused to
part with the assignment, and I urged the members of
the Board to suspend them for it. I urged it in con-
versation, not officially. They agreed, against my ad-
vice, to write again to the Committee, and to write
also to the Council to command the restitution of the
assignment in more peremptory terms. Idid not like,
as I said in the words of my old and wise friend Duprsé,
to show my teeth without the power of biting; but,
not choosing to break upon such a subject, and glad
to gain the second point, if the first was unattainable,
I submitted. The letters were written, and met the
reception they deserved. I summoned a meeting of
the Board specially to read the letter; but I could not
get them to decide upon it. Stables, as usual, was in-
flexibly silent, and Macpherson talked, but said nothing.
When I found that nothing could be done, either for
or against, I said that I would take the letter home,
and propose my own opinjon upen it:  You shall have
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a copy of it, with my opinion delivered on the first
refusal.

It will be curious to observe the similarity in style
and substance of the letters of the Nabob Walla Jah
and the Nabob Assof o' Dowla. They both suffer
the same deprivation and personal insults; and both
feeling alike, have expressed the same feelings, not
only in the same words, but almost in the same turn of
sentiment.

Many friends and many foes will ask alike, what
interest have I in the concerns of the Nabob Walla
Jah? 1 answer, none. I am not a creditor of the
Nabob, nor connected withany. 1 never received from
him any pecuniary bounty, except 2 thousand rupecs,
or pagodas (I forget which), which he gave to ecach
member of the Council when I was one at Madras, on
some public occasion, for a ring ; and if he bad offcred
me crores, lacs, or less gratuities, I should have re-
jected them, not less from a scruple of honour which
would render it a crime deserving of infamy to receive
gifts from those who have appeals to my justice, faith,
or integrity, than because I should deem it equally
infamous fo plunder a plundered man. He knew me
too well even to suggest the remotest proposal of the
kind ; nor, poor man! has he for some years past had
either prescnt means or credit to raise them. Possibly
the emissaries of the Rajah of Tanjore will have in-
sinuated the reverse, and therefore 1 farnish you with
an answer to them. But for the late support which I
have given fo the Nabob, I have the following in-
ducements:—

1st. The faith of a public treaty binding me publicly
as the head of the Government which made it.

2nd. The faith and honour of a gentleman, who
made the treaty.

3rd. The conviction with which I am impressed that
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the public credit of our faith is necessary to our future
existence ; and that we have shown such a contempt of
it in so many other instances, that, with this crowning
the whole, nobody will trust us.

4th. That this defect of our political character was
the cause of the late confederacy against us, and the
consequent invasion of the Carnatic.

5th. The authority and dignity of this Government,
which required present reparation for the restoration
of both.

6th. That the defects of our alliance with the Nabob
of the Carnatic may be forced on the notice of the
public, and defined by specific declarations or engage-
ments,

7th. The indignation which, as a man, I feel against
acts of tyranny and insolence.

What reception my minute will meet you will know
before the close of this letter. I suspect it will be a
rejection in terms, a proposal to wait the Company’s
orders, and perhaps a protest.

The President and Select Committee of Fort St.
George have repeatedly called on us for powers and
instructions to treat with Tippoo. We have peremp-
torily refused to do either, affirming that we had no
claim on Tippoo but to his acceptance of. the article of
the treaty with the Peishwa which included him, and
which required no other written engagement ; that for
this the Mahrattas were accountable, and had engaged
to compel him by force of arms, if he refused; that
the Mahratias had an interest to fulfil this part of the
engagement, and that we forfeited our right to it by
engaging with him in a separate and direct treaty.

But Lord Macartney wishes to yicld portions of the
Carnatic to Tippoo, which he says are of no note, but
lie convenient for Tippoo, and therefore we have ob-
jected to it. He has also demanded our comsent to
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demand from Tippoo the reimbursement of all the
sums which we have expended in the war, and a com-
pensation for all the losses and devastations of the
Carnatic, reproaching us for having neglected them in
our treaty with the Peishwa—an example of folly,
impudence, and inconsistency to which we have scarce
made a reply, but have referred the proposition to the
Court of Directors, with a copy of the letter which
Lord Macartney and his Committee wrote to Mr.
Anderson and circulated through the Courts of
Hydrabad and Poona in its route to him, petitioning
him, for mercy’s sake, to conclude the treaty at all
events, and instantly, though with the sacrifice of every
ally that we had, and save Fort St. George from a
ruin inevitably impending without it.

I have the pleasure to add, that I have a letter from
David Anderson, advising me that letters have been
received both by the Peishwa and Mahdajee Sindia
from Tippoo, declaring his acquiescence in the article
of the treaty which includes him. Yet I think that his
Lordship will, if he can, still prevent the effect of this
declaration; and if he does, he will quote the orders
of the Company for his authority.

We are here under great apprehensions of a famine.
The solstitial rains have failed in all the western parts
of Hindostan, from beyond Lahore to the Carrumnassa.
It has raged most violently in the countries most re-
mote ; our province of Bahar has suffered greatly by
the failure of the last harvest, and by the artificial
want caused by the apprehensions of greater. The
complaints and fears of it have already extended to
Bengal, where we have great plenty. 1 have recom-
mended the appointment of a committee to provide
against the growing evil, and the other members have
agreed to the plan. It remains to appoint the mem-
bers, who, 1 fear, will not be of my choice.



MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS. 127

Soon after Nedjif Cawn's death, I, at the pressing
instance of the King and Vizier, deputed Major Browne
to Delhi with private instructions, approved by Wheler
and Macpherson, the only members of the Council. He
was detained by Mirza Sheffy Cawn, who succeeded
Nedjif Cawn in the command of the army; and the
King again pressingly requiring his presence, and
writing to me to assist him, I recommended to the
Board to assist him, a very small force being sufficient
to give or take the lead in his administration, and
more likely to prove a defence to the Nabob Vizier's
northern dominions than our scattered regiments
quartered over them against his will. The two mem-
bers of the Board have opposed it, and Mr. Stables
moved for Major Browne's recall.

But this is of liftle moment. Many other matters I
pass which would be of consequence in an ordinary
train of affairs, but are lost in the magnitude of those
which mark the total imbecility of this Government or
reflect infamy on oir national character.

1 regret that I never gave you a detailed explanation
of our salt department; I believe I left it to S. Sulivan
to write it to his father, and I know that he did write
it. But he has other cares; I find at least that it is
unnoticed, and iu a printed report of a Committee of
the Proprietors, I read it with astonishment stated as
& mere transfer of the profits of the land revenue to
the salt. The fact is, that it now yields a clear net
income of more than fifty lacs, unincumbered with
official charges, unexposed to invasion, a rich dominion
without garrisons or a military establishment, and all
of my own creation; for you will remember that I
‘extorted the Board's consent to the first trial of it on
my own responsibility, every member of the Board
opposing it, and even my friend Mr. Barwell not
daring to take his share in the hazard of it. Yet mno
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sooner was it found to amswer, than a scramble was
made for the'patronage of the salt agencies; of which
I ought not to complain since the first comptroller was
left to my choice, and he has amply repaid my confi-
dence. My dear Scott, do not suffer this acquisition fo
be overlooked, when I am charged with profusion of
expense. The charge is wickedly false, but were it
true, what are the most exaggerated excesses of our
disbursements, compared to such an accumulation of
revenue, as fifty lacs in a single article? I will send
you the account. That of the two first years, abridged,
is as follows :—
Rapees.
Net produce of 1187 or 1780-1 . . . 2583,129 7 8
Net produce of 1185 or 1781-2, from the

account clesed 30th April, 1783 , .} 50,00105 3 9
Estimate of ditto, 1189 or 17823 . . ., 5096883 2 0

The produce of the last year can only be esti-
mated. The two first sums are actually realized, and
Rs. 47,77,086 2 1 of the latter. The rest is cer-
tain.

I shall leave this letter open for new matter to the
last. In the mean time, I inform you of an event
likely to bappen in my own family, to which I alrcady
look, though yet distant, with anguish. Had affairs
gone on but indifferently, it was my resolution to leave
India in January next. But as my presence may be a
kind of check on Macpherson, who I am convinced would
observe no bounds with the Nabob Vizier, were I out
of the way, I cannot in honour depart till I receive
either an answer to my letter of March last, or till my
successor is nominated, and either arrived, or so near
that my departure, if pressed by the season, may pro-
duce no intermediate ill consequence : that is to say, 1
will wait, if necessary, tiil the next season, which is at
least one year longer. In the mean time, as Mrs.
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Hastings’s constitution visibly declines, though not
subject to the severe attacks which she used to experi-
ence, she will depart at the time which I had fixed
for mine with her, and I shall do all that I can at this
early period to make the resolution irrevocable. I
stay most reluctantly on every account, for my hands
are as effectually bound as they were in the year 1775,
but with this difference, that there is no lead substi~
:}lted to mine: and my constitution is, I fear, broken
eyond the power of any aid in this climate to repair
it. Ihave held a court of conscience in my own breast,
which has determined the duration of my service, and
beyond that no consideration upon earth shall induce
or compel me to act longer with such associates.
“These wicked creatures yet do look well favored
When others are more wicked : not being worse
Stands in some rank of praise.”

I in my heart forgive General Clavering for all the
injuries he did me. He was my avowed enemy,
These are my dear friends, whom Mr. Sulivan pro-
nounced incapable of being moved from me by any
consideration on earth. I thought so too, though a ray
of inspiration very early flitied across my imaginatiop
more than once, and showed me the naked character of
Macpherson, with his borrowed robes lying by him;
but I either treated the warning as an illusion; or it
escaped me while some more pressing object called off
my attention; or I chose rather to be deceived than to
yield to doubtfu] suspicion.

Have you seen what the Court of Directors have
written about the ten lacs, and the Begums of Fyza-
bad ?

The first subject is contained in the 54th .and 55th
paraoraphs of their general letter dated the 15th
January, 1783—the last in the ten first paragraphs
of the letter of the 14th of February.

VOL. IIL, K
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The first is written in harsh, and almost rude lan-
guage, The last is insolent, for they ascribe to the
Begums of Fyzabad a motive for their conduet which
they themselves never thought of, and suggest that
they armed themselves for defence against my oppres-
sions, suspecting that I should treat them as I had
treated Cheyt Sing. Are these men the rulers of
India?

These paragraphs have furnished the malevolence
of Stables, with a plea for proposing & new inquiry
into their conduct ; but his friend has ill-supported him ;
and as he loves the crooked better than the straight
path, he has confined himself to the apparently gentle
proposition of informing the Begums, that the Court
of Directors have ordered our Government to prevent
their suffering oppression from the Nabob, and to
allow “ thuse ladies an asylum (the words of the gene-
ral letter) in our own provinces.” The fact is, that the
Nabob and his mother are at this time on very good
terms, and in my heart I believe that this motion is
made to set them again at variance, as they are at
present confederates against Mr. Bristow. I have op-
posed both, and both questions remain yet undeter-
mined. I fancy they will drop.

I am more burt by the manner in which you tell me
Lord North professes his Lindness to me, than I
should be were he to declare himself against me; and
I conclude from it, more than from every other symp-
tom, that it is full time for me to quit, and that I
ought to have given place a twelvemonth ago; for
what credit can I gain, how indeed can I avoid losing
credit, when T am barely suffered, and the man whose
power and dignity of character had equally drawn my
hopes of support towards him above all others, says,
he will befriend me, but expresses his impatience at
my stay? I want not such friendship, nor shall I
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thank him for it. I thank those only who support me
because they think me fit for my office. I1f I am not
fit, let his Lordship give his friendship to a fitter ; but
that I see is not the merit for which my successor is to
be elected. However, let him be who he will, if he has
but common honesty, and something even less than
common sense, he may do more good than I can, be-
cause he will be supported, and I hope he will have the

wers of his station. This Government may yet sub-
sist for a few years of peace on the resources of its own
constitution, but every year of vicious or neglected
administration will accelerate its ruin, and you and I,
Scott, will both live to see it, if it is not totally re-
formed in its principles.

I am glad that I gave up the ten lacs. My subse-
quent letters, and the accounts accompanying them,
will have informed you, as I have informed the Court
of Directors, that I have provided altogether by pri-
vate means, intended for my own use, but appropriated
wholly to the Company’s, twenty-eight lacs instead of
ten ; and had it not been for Mr. Richard Johnson’s
ingratitude, I should have increased the sum to forty
lacs. The whole of this sum might have been mine;
and what a lesson have the Directors preached to
others, by telling me that I had no right to do other-
wise than I have done! You say that you have no
doubt that the proprietors will allow me the interest of
the first sum for life. I hope rather that no more
notice will be taken of it; for if I have but 100l a
year to live on, I will not accept it. I have many rea-
sons for this resolution, but I cannot assign them all in
wriling ; but if it should be ever proposed, my dear
Scott, in my name forbid, and if done, reject it. I will
have no annuity from the Company, not even for adouble
life, and were it not that I cannot bear to see Mrs.
Hastings reduced to a state of poverty, I would not

K2



132 mmoms-or WARREN HASTINGS.

solicit even the principal ; for 1 could mth ease accom-
modate myself to & very little. more than notbmg I
am happici in my reputation, if* that remains, and it
must, unsullied, and in the’ hopes of being received. .
with friendship by the most virtuous and revpectable .
characters of my country, than I'should be wuh the
enjoyment of erores without them. ;

20th October. The Commluwners for reg'ulatmg
the price and distributiont of graim were sworn in this
day. 1 will send you a copy of the plan. [.am con-
fident of its effect. The members are T. Graham,
George Cuming, Thoms Law, and George Templer.
To prevent a subject of such importance from becom.
ing a point of contention, I drew up the rough skeich
of the plan privately with Auriol, and made him carry
it to Macpherson and Stables, proposing it as an act of
the Board, not as & suggestion of mine. With some
little difficulties it was agreed to, and they left me the
choice of the members, who are all well inclined to each
other. It had the instant effect of opening the Galas
in Calcutta, where an artificial want had already pre-
vailed. I shall see their daily proceedings, and you
may swear in my name that the famine of Ifidia shall
not invade the provinces of our domimion, T hope it
will draw the emigrants of otlier countries into our own,
and be the means of establishing a scheme which I
have laboured to bring to pass these eleven years, a
chain of granaries on the banks of the two pgreat rivers,
built of solid masonry, to be filled in times of super-
abundance, which always hurts our revenue, with a pro-
vision of three ménths and closed. 1 have begun such
a provision in the fort, where we have bostied up
70,000 maunds, and I do not intend to wncork it till it
has stood twenty years. The plan is simple. . It con-
sists of an arched building of six feet in thickness of
an indefinite length, with partitions, an opening left
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over each, which, when the partitions are filled, is<losed -
with- masonry, gs0- that .the external air i§-totally ex-
cluded. "I have made a fair.trial of the design, and
found it fo answer, in so much that I am certain the
grain weuld Temain in a sound state for fifty years so
deposited. Grain purchased when it:is in such plenty
that the raiats want a salé for it will aid the revenue,
In effedt it will cost nothmg but ‘the first cost of the
Yuildinge.

. I have writlen a Jong letter to Mr. Darell, which k
wish you te see, and to urge bim to make public use of
it. It relates wholly to augmentatlons made by me
o the revenue, and particularly in the salt, of which I
have given him a history. It ought not to be lost.

Mr. Macpherson publicly takes to himself the merit
of having abstained from all exercise of his right of
patronage. He unluckily assumed the same modest
merit one day to me, and I reminded him of the fol-
lowing, which were all instances in direct contradiction
to it:—

1. Colonel Morgan, appointed to the command in
chief of the army at Surat, given to make room for

2. Litutenant-colonel Allan Macpherson, quarter-
mastef-general.

3. Lieutenant-colonel A, Macpherson, contractor of
the cantonments of Barrackpoor.

4. Mr. Bristow, resident at Lucknow.

5. Bir John Cuming commands a detachment at
Futtey Ghur, and Colonel Muir, an officer of the first
merit, depressed to make room for him.

6. Colonel McLeod to the command of the re-
sident's body guard at Lucknow, done when I was
sick ; a breach of treaty.

7. Mr. Wordsworth, custom-master at Buxar.

8. Francis Muir, a very recent appointment, secre-
tary to the committee of grain.
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9. Mr. J. Hanney, a commissioner of customs.

10. Mr. Farquharson, paymaster to the 3d brigade.
I omit other little ones, of which I have not a correct
remembrance. But these include the command of
almost the whole service.

Mr. Stables made a claim for a provision for two
relations, or dependants of his, before he had been a
month here—Messrs. Dent and Addison, two obscure
men whose faces 1 yet scarcely know. I am not sure
that I have seen the former. Mz. Dent has one of the
salt agencies, and Mr. Addison is commissioner for
the sale of opium. These are two of the most lucrative
offices at the presidency, and 1 was compelled to ac-
commodate a prior engagement to poor Belli to make
room for Mr. Dent. Belli, however, has an office with
which he is satisfied, though much inferior to the other.
Now 1 hear that Mr. Stables complains that a young
man in his own family holds & place more lucrative
than his own, which he quotes as a proof of the
shameful dissipation of the Company’s money ; and he
is constantly ready to oppose every appointment pro-
posed by me on that ground. Even two that were
gratuitous he opposed.

1. The Nuddea collections had fallen very much in
decline, and the Rajah was overwhelmed with dcbts
contracted to pay it. 1 desired Harry Vansiitart fo
undertake the reformation of it, without any salary or
other emolument ; for there were numbers of compe-
titors soliciting it as a collectorship, and I wished to
save the last (one more excepted) of the old zemindarry
families from annihilation. He cheerfully accepted the
trust. I proposed it to the Board, and Mr. Stables
objected, because he was already provided for; and
there were other servants out of employment, and
without salaries. Vansittart has restored the Jumma,
and put the revenues on a footing that will prove as
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advantageous as it has ever been to the Company, and
retrieve the Rajah from insolvency.

2. The revenue of Bahar had fallen thirteen lacs in
balance, and was otherwise in a state of great disorder.
The committee, at my instigation, proposed to send
Shore, the acting chief, to make the new settlemcnt, re-
cover the arrears, and correct the defect of the admi-
pistration. Mr. Stables objected, because Mr. Shore’s
abilities were wanted in the committee, and because
there were other men of equal abilities out of employ-
fnent; as if the reformation of a province was to be
provided for by appointment in routine.

What I have said on this subject, I do not wish to
be made public, unless those gentlemen shall, by pub-
licly contrasting their moderation with my profusion,
render it necessary, merely in my defence.

I desired the Board, when our differences respecting
Mr. Bristow first broke out, to take up the Britannia
for an express upon that subject and the affairs of
Madras. Mr. Stables objected to the expense, but the
other members agreed. 1 added to the proposal, as
an alleviation of the expense, to give her 400 tons of
fine goods. I soon after heard that it was industriously
published that I was attempting the ruin of the ship-
‘ping interest at home ; and Mr. Dacres and his council
(though he and I had together adjusted the as-
sortment of her cargo) wrote a formal letter, desiring
that we would rescind the resolution on that ground.
Unable to contend with my own colleagues. and with
the Board of Trade, who could prevent her despatch,
I gave her up. Indeed another objection presented
. itself, which was, that she did not arrive.in time, and

that of course she would make too long a passage.
. She in consequence went on another account to Madras,
where she arrived on the 18th Qctober, in three days
and one night from her quitting the pilot, an instance
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of expedition unknown at any time of the year. If she
had gone on her first destination, she would in all
probability have reached England in February.

I close my letter. My last minate of the Ist No-
vember remains nnanswered, and I have liitle inclina-
tion, and less ability for a reply, if they should
answer it.

I referred Governor Johnstone, Mr. Bensley, and
Mr. Darell to you particularly for the sight of my
papers in your possession. My other friends will sce
them of course. Among these desire Mr. Q. Vansittart
to read them. Governor Johnstone, if he desires it, |
wish you to allow an early perusal of them. You and
Halhed must study them. The rest I leave to you.
This letter must be communicated with some ecaution,
for I know not what I have written, and it may not be
fit in all the parts of it for the perusal of more than
yourself.

1 desire you to present my kind eompliments, with
Mrs. Hastings's, to Mrs. Scott, and our love to Lizzy,
who must not forget us. Mrs. Hastings will be
offended with me if I do net mention her especial goed
wishes for yourself. Adieun, my dear Scott, yours ever
most affectionately.

P.S.—1 have written to Mr. Johnstone that he can-
not defend me without the sacrifice of his friend Mr.
Macpherson, and therefore desired him only to be
silent. Quamquam O! 1 do not willingly resign my
claim to his eloquence. I also depend on Baber, be-
cause the defection, not to say baseness, of his kinsman,
will irritate him to a greater exertion of his zeal rather
than diminish it.

All the measures alluded to here were pressed

forward to their accomplishment. Mrs. Hastings
quitted her home, and left Lher husband desolate.
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Mr. Hastings vigorously exerted himself to avert
from Bengal the famine with which it was threat-
ened ; and, laying an embargo on all the ships in
the river, prevented the exportation to other ports
of the grain which speculators had collected.
Meanwhile the business of the Lucknow expedition
was brought to a point; and opened out the way
for new calls upon the discretion and firmness of
the Governor-general. But why should I go on?
Let Mr. Hastings speak for himself.

To Major ScorT.

Bangur Hoads, 10th January, 1784,

My dear Scott,—I have thus far attended Mrs.
Hastings, and shall see her embarked this evening in
the Atlas, which is a little distance from us. I shall
write to no one, and have written to no one but your-
self, and no one will be so nareasonable as to be offended
at it. 1 had begun a letter to the Court of Directors,
but it contained too much of myself, and I dislike the
subject. -What I should have written you may say,if
you see occasion for it,~—not elee.

In my letter to the Court of Directors by the Sur-
prise, I told them that it was my fixed determination to
resign the service as soon as a reasonable time should
have elapsed from their receipt of that notice, fo admit
of their nomination of my succeasor, and to expect his
near approach, and I accordingly entreated them to
make the nomination. 1 at the same time laid my plan
in my own mind to leave Bengal in one of the ships of
this season ; for I had good grounds to expect that the

. Burprise, which left her pilot the 7th of April, would
arrive in England at farthest by the end of August,
and afford time for the new appointment to take place
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by the end of March. In the meantime the charge,
though temporary, would be as safely lodged in the
hands of Mr. Wheler 28 my own ; for he has talents
for business, and lacks only a confidence in himself,
which the next in succession, wanting his talents, pos-
scsses most abundantly. But a short interval com-
pelled me to relinquish my purpose. Mr. Bristow's
conduct, and the consequent distraction which 1 saw
gathering in Oude, left that country and its govern-
ment without a resource, but in my exertions to retrieve
it, and my departure would have rendered the Nabob
and his minister desperate. While I remained, I knew
that they would place a reliance on me even for more
than I could effect for their relief; and 1 foresaw, or
thought 1 foresaw, in the timid and indecisive oppo-
sition of my colleagues, and in the frantic perseverance
of Mr. Bristow, a growing remedy in the very evils
which he himself created, and which his own folly
would lead him to exaggerate. I felt, too, for the
wretched Nabob Walla Jah, who seemed to eatch at me,
for he had not a straw left besides, as his last resource;
and for his preservation 1 myself had some, though
but a faint dependence on my colleagues, whose incli-
nations tended the same way with mine, though they
were cautious of proceeding to extremities.

On these combined inducements 1 resolved to wait
the arrival of my successor, or to allow another ‘year to
the possible indecision of my superiors. I can expect
no thanks for this sacrifice, for there are few who will
comprehend the degree of it, bat I bave yielded to a
sense of duty, of honour, and consistency ; and in the
reflection of having fulfilled the part allotted to me by
each of these obligations, 1 shall seek my consolation.

Mrs. Hastings’s declining health required her instant
departure. She was not afflicted with any severe
attack of sickness in the last rainy season, but I was
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alarmed with daily symptoms, and conld only attribute
her escape to the weakness, not to the strength of her
constitution. I was told too, that another season
might prove fatal to her. I consented to part from
her, nay, I urged her departure, nor even in the painful
hour of trial do I repent it. I will follow her within
the present year, nor shall any consideration detain me
beyond it. Indeed, my own constitution is much im-
paired, and I shall expect another attack in the next
rains, though I shall be as much as possible upon my
guard against it.

Possibly there may be among those who have la-
boured to work my removal, some whose disappoint-
ment may construe the change of my resolution into a
breach of engagement, and impute my former declara-
tion to deception: or they may charge me with the
presumption of attempting to intimidate. My friends
will require no justification, for they will not be able
to devise any other motives for my present plan than
those which I have assigned. 1 shall suffer materially
in my fortune by it, and lose by it every domestic
comfort, besides something of my public influence in
the too well established belief that my affection will
not suffer me to remain in the long endurance of a
state of separation. _

I dwell too long on the subject of my private feel-
ings; but you will pick out of this display of them
what may be requisite for the satisfaction of my friends,
the information of the public, should the public re-
quire it, and the refutation of false suggestions. I
now proceed to matters of more importance.

In the packet which I have delivered to the care of
Mrs. Hastings, you will find the sequel of our pro-
ceedings on the subject of the affairs of Oude, con-

“tinued in & series of numbers, beginning where 1 left
off in my despatches.
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The sum of these is, that, after a long state of inde-
cigion, Mr. Wheler’s return to the presidency afforded
me an occasion to force the business to a crisis. Mr.
Wheler was not pleased at Bristow’s eonduct ; he was
in a party with men whom he did not like, nor they
him. Many of Mr. Bristow's letters lay before the
Board unanswered, all filled with invectives against
Hyder Beg Cawn, the avowed detail of acts of autho-
rity done by himself, and complaints that nobody would
obey him. It appeared evident that, though he was
absolute at the capital, nobody regarded him at &
distance from it, where all seemed prepared to scramble
for themselves. 1 stated the consequence of this state
of affairs at a meeting of the Board on the 16th
of last month, at which Mr. Bristow’s letters were
read; | stated the necessity of going further, if they
meant to support Mr. Bristow, or of restoring the
Nabob Vizier's authority, since the present siate was
anarchy, and declared them eolely responsible for the
comsequences, since they would ncither enforce my
instructions, nor give Mr. Bristow others. But why
need I detail it? The other members were greatly
alarmed, and held many consuitations together, desi-
rous of an accommodation, but unable to determine on
the mode of it. I was desired to state in writing the
points which I required (not 8 public but confidential
communication) that, knowing my sentiments, they
might propose what I was not likely to reject. This
was Mr. Macpherson's proposition in a eonversation
which I had with him on the subject, and I accordingly
wrote and gave to Mr. Wheler a paper containing in
substance the requisitions offered as an alternative,
viz., that Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper should be re-
called, and the resident’s office withdrawn, and the
Nabob Vizier restored to his authority, or that new
instructions should be given to Mr. Bristow by the
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other members of the Board, prescribing his conduet,
and that { myself should be freed from any longer
responsibility.

This produced, after & discassion of twelve days,
their joint minute of the 28th of December, to which
I on the instant replied, and, as they ought to have
expected, rejected the offer. T had the satisfaction to
find one of their body, Mr. Wheler, ashamed of it.
They met again, composed another minute, explanatory
of the last. 'We assembled on the 3lst to read it. I
acquiesced, and orders have been actually despatched
to Mr. Bristow te depart from Lucknow as soon as Mr.
Wombwell, the accomptant of the residency, whose
office alone remains, shall have received from the
Vizier the written securities or shroffs of credit for the
Company’s arrears and prowing debt: and for this act
I have agreed to take upon myself the responsibility;
if that is & charge which I can exclusively take, or they
yield. Thus this affair at presentrests. [ have indeed
conquered, but 1 feel little inclination to triumph in
my victory ; for my hands are yet fettered ; and such is
the wretched state of -the Vizier's affairs, that nothing
can be more discouraging than the prospect before me.
If the Nabob Vizier shall desire me to come to his
assistance, I shall offer it to the Board, and shall be
better pleased if they refuse than if they assent to it.
Yet I will do what I ean to gain their assent. You
will observe that my minute of the 3lst December,
accepting of the proffer of the other members. is not
among the papers awhich I send you. -Get it if you
can. The numbers forty and forty-two are for private
inspection only. The latter might alarm if it were
made public.

Mr. Macpherson is going to sea for his health, and

"Mr. Stables to Mongheer. I hope that with Mr.
Wheler's help I shall make a good use of their absenee
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in bringing up all the arrears of business, in which we
are dreadfully tardy. Adieu, my dear friend, yours
ever most affectionately.

P. 8.—I have received your overland advices to the
1st of August, and was made most happy by them.

To the sume.
Fort Willism, 18th Janvary, 1754,

My dear Scott,—1 left the Atlas under sail on the
morning of the 10th, and may God prosper her on her
voyage !

Nothing remarkable has since bappened. Mr.
Macpherson sailed on the same day s passenger in
the Belmont for Ganjam, for the recovery of his bealth.
Mr. Stables is preparing to make an excursion to
Mongheer. 1 have written a minute, of which [ will
send you a copy, tendering my services to go to Luck-
now. Mr. Wheler wishes it, but he is of too feeble a
mind to join with his friends against the opposition of
his enemies, even to the accomplishment of his own
wishes; and Mr. Stables, whom he has in vain attempted
to influence to assent to the measure, has, as I under-
stand, positively refused it, although they all three,
when they resigned to me the separate charge of the
concerns in Oude, promised me their support, and Mr.
Macpherson himself dictated the clause of my last
minute of the 31st, in which I bave expressed my
reliance on that assurance. Nevertheless I shall make
the proposition, and let it take its course. Possibly
Mr. Stables will suffer it to lie after his fashion, and
go away without making a reply to it. If he does, I
will avail myself of my own casting voice, and trust to
their irresolution for the confirmation of the measure
after it has taken place. 1 can hardly say what is my
motive for precipitating myself into such a scepe of
difficulty. I know that I can do much more if | am
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myself the immediate agent, than I can by distant
influence and a delegated authority; but I may fail, for
most wretched is the state of the Vizier's dominions,
and I may lose my reputation in the consequences of it.
On the other hand, I may be the instrument of re-
trieving it and of paying the debf which is due from
the Nabob to the Company; and if 1 do, I shall close
my service with glory and leave a lasting good name
behind me, whatever reproaches the inventive malice
of my countrymen may cast upon me for having saved
the national interests and honour from the ruin which,

t for my exertions, would have fallen oa both.

By late intelligence from Madras, I find that Lord
Macartney’s conduct has been disapproved in England,
and that our Government has been even censured for
ite forbearance. Iam told that Mr. James Macpherson
hae expressed much displeasure on this account, and
that Lord North has said that the only relief can
proceed from us, and that we shall be culpable if we
withhold it. Let me not be involved in this reproach,
for I have laboured with all my might, both in public
remonstrances and in private conferences, to persuade
my colleagues to take a decided part. They are suffi-
ciently severe in their judgment, but cannot be brought
to pass sentence, and thus the affair rests. Lord Ma-
cartney treats our opinions and orders with equal
contempt, exercises his vengeance on the Nabob, who
lies at his mercy without hope, and our decision waits
for the next Company's despatches. You are long
since in possession of the materials which will justify
me in this business, and I trust to your vigilance and
admirable recollection for their production in my vin-
dication, whenever this shall require it.

My object in pointing these references to you at this
time is to show that I have not been wanting in my
endeavours to incite my own Board to do justice to the
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Nabob. It is true that I did not in direct terms pro-
pose the suspension of Lord Macartney for his violation
of one engagement and contempt of our orders; but it
will evidently appear that I judged it necessary. While
I saw in the members of the Board a disposition to
support the Nabob, and that withheld from its effect
but by the fear of the consequences arising from
Lord Macartney’'s supposed interest at home, and
the manifest determination of the people in power in
England to condemn every act of this Government
which could be attributed in a more especial manner
to me than to my colleagues in office, I was unwilling
to propose the point directly, or to enter protests
against their resolutions, and by a decided separation
from them provoke them to an opposition by which the
Nabob might eventually lose even the litile support
which he derived from their ineffective opinions. Yet
I omitted no argument that could apply to their judg-
ments or make them individually feel for the conse-
quences of suffering an injustice which reverted on
them in the first instance for permitting it, and 1 par-
ticularly alluded to the claim which the Nabob had on
Mr. Wheler as a gentleman and a man of honour, to
relieve him from a state of distress brought on him by
an act, in the formation of which Mr. Wheler was per-
sonally concerned, and with me exclusively. My sen-
timents were well knowa to Lord Macartney, however
communicated, and were, 1 believe, as publicly known
here, though 1 am myself very reserved on all points of
a political nature. To the members of the Board in
verbal conversations, both separately and collectively,
I have from the beginning urged every argument and
inducement to bring them to a determination, and have
often declared that, though I should forbear it as long
as 1 ecould with propriety, I would finally stand single
in the avowal of my own opinion. To have done it
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earlier would have answered no real end, nor any
purpose bat that of grounding a separate credit, if any
wag to be gained, by a specious but ineffectual motion.
When at last I did make it, I was careful to strengthen
it by every argument which could justify it, without
making it offensive to them; and I am told that they
have privately expressed their approbation of it, and
they have only suspended their decision upon it, not
absolutely rejected it. In short, my own opinion is,
and to you, Scott, I can confidentially mention it as a
certain fact, that the members of the Board see less
ddnger in doing nothing than in acting, and seeing a
standing Committee of the House of Commons on the
watch for matter of crimination against us all, and
- determined, right or wrong, to condemn whatever is
done; a powerful party covetous of our places; a weak
administration courting support from all quarters, and
this government aflording a wide field of profitable
patronage ; they do not choose to add to the number
of their enemies the connexions of Lord Macartney, or
give them fresh and strong ground of attack. This
Mr. Wheler has confessed. As to the other two, they
received an early hint from their friends not to attach
themselves {o a fallen interest, and they took the first
occasion to prove that, if I was to be removed, their
removal was not to follow as a necessary consequence
of their connexion with me, by opposing me on every
occasion on the most popular ground, on the plea of
economy and obedience of orders, which they apply in-
discriminately to every measure which I recommend ;—
and Mr. Stables with a spirit of rancour which nothing
can equal but his ignorance. His friend, with the most
imposing talents, and an elegant and unceasing flow of
words, knows. as little of business as he does, and Mr.
Wheler is really a man of business. Yet I cannot
convince him of it, nor persuade him to trust to his own
VOL. IIL - L
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superiority. He hates them, and is implicitly guided
by them, and so he will always be by those who com-
mand him, and possess, at the same time, & majority of
voices. But to return: if Lord Macartney's conduct
at home is approved, let my oppozition to it be known
and condemned; if otherwise, let it be publicly known
that T did all that I could do to check and punish it.

Attend particularly to the minute of the 20th March,
the close of my long minute of the Ilth July, my
minute of the 3lst of the same month, and the whole
of that of the 13th of October. These contain the
strongest vouchers of my intentions, and the last in
express terms. Let not this pass unnoticed.

My minute upon the proposed visit o Lucknow was
delivered yesterday, the 20th. T have written a note
to Mr. Wheler, entreating him to give his opinion
upon it to the secretary. As to Stables, his may wait,
as usual. Mr. Macpherson is gone to Ganjam for his
health. You shall know Mr. Wheler’s answer in the
close of this. I have used every argument and incen-
tive to gain hisassent. 1have talked with him myself,
and thought that I had fixed him; I have used the
mediation of a common friend. 1 have also employed
private means to prevail on Mr, Stables, though with
little expectation of effect. In short, I have laboured
with as much perseverance, and employed as many
instruments, to carry this point as if I had it at heart ;
but in wy heart I shall rcjoice if I am defeated, for if I
am committed in it, it will be the most desperate service
I ever undertook, and may ruin my reputation by its
failure of success ; and here I leave it.

25th January.—1I am now enabled to close my letter
with the issue of the depending question. Mr. Stables
has refused his assent to it, urging as his ground of it
that the Governor caunot legally quit the Presidency,
and that we are in expectation of new arrangements,
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that is, that I am soou to be dismissed from my office.
The first objection ‘is founded on no point of law, and
contradicted by the practice of all my predecessors, and
my own, known and approved by the Direcfors them-
selves ; for though they have reprobated my measures,
they have never intimated even the remotest doubt of
the legality or propnety of my lea.vmg either Calcutta
or their own provinces. Mr. Wheler, indeed, has told
me that his friends have blamed him for giving me full
powers, and thereby abandoning his own; but if I
cbuld only have acted by separate powers given to
me, on every oceasion, and must have waited the tedious
effect of repeated references to Calcutta when I was at
such a distance, the design of my commission would
have been defeated, and I might as well have staid
where I was; besides that, such powers were ever given
to my predecessors whenever they went on such depu-
tations, and even the creature Bristow has effectually
possessed them and exercised them with a vengeance,
abetted and justified by the members of the present
Board, and no doubt he will find advocates even among
the Directors at home. His last plea (X mean Stables's),
viz,, the expectation of a new arrangement, is -a
wicked pretext, because it is calculated to destroy my
influence by exciting distrust and presumption at a
time and on an occasion requiring every support that
could be given me. He may shelter himself under the
specious covering of the constitutional secrecy of the
department in which his minute was recorded ; but that
is no preservative against the notoriety to which all
our measures are liable when the members of the Go-
vernment are divided ; for our actions and discussions,
and the points on which we differ, are as well known
and as early to the public as to ourselves, and some-
times before they are recorded ; nor are my colleagues
themselves very delicate in the publication of their sen-

L2
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timents concerning me, for I am assured that Mr.
Stables offered to lay a wager at table (I believe his
own), and in a large company, that I was actually dis-
missed. I have not time now, but I believe I shall
address the Court of Directors by the next despatch
for the purpose of stating this species of counteraction,
and I may thank them for it.

Mr. Wheler’s minute is sensible, and, what all his
compositions are, sufficient to the purpose, and not too
much. One passage only is a little exceptionable ; but
I had provided against it, and perbaps it was necessary
for him. He kindly showed me the minute before he
delivered it, and candidly offered it for my correction
of whatever I might disapprove init; but I waa satisfied
with it as it was. I am now making my preparations
for the journcy, and have fixed on the 15th of next
month for beginning it. I hope to receive an answer
in the mean time to my despaiches by the Surprise.
If my destined successor is likely to be cordial towards
me, I will stay above and prosecute my plans till they
are in a train for their accomplishment; if hostile, 1
will either return and take my departure for England,
or stay, as the circumstances of affairs, combined with
the advices from England, shall direct. 1 hazard much
by this undertaking; but I am convinced that if the
disorders in Oude are to be retrieved, I am most likely
to retrieve them. Cashmeeramull, the banker, is come
to Calcutta, and yesterday made me his first visit. He
is a sensible and well-informed man. He painted the
distracted condition of Oude in the same colours that
they appear in from every representation of them, and
urged the necessity of my proceeding thither in person.
I told him that the Council had left the affairs of Qude
wholly to my separate management, and that I should
invest Major Palmer, whom the Nabob and his minis-
ters considered the prime instrument of their deliver-
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ance, with all my authority; and I asked him whether
that would not be sufficient. He said it would not.
~ Major Palmer, he added, might effect much, and for
the Nabob and his Court he would be competent to
act; but that my own presence, and nothing else, could
quiet the minds of the people, or give confidence to the
acts done by my instructions; and he believed that I
should find matters easy to be settled, though so large
a collection could not be made this year as formerly,
because of the late distractions and the effects of the
late drought.

Your brother Jonathan shall be one of my few and
chosen companions, and will be of great uso to me.
Adieu ; remember that Sir E. Impey is {o sce all my
despatches. Yours, most affectionately.

P.S. I had forgot to tell you that the detachraent under
Colonel Charles Morgan was at Handia, fifteen coss from
Hoosingabad, on the 17th of December, and was ex-
pected toreach Elaya by an unnecessary length of route
on ihe 1t of February. On the 19th we passed an order
for the reduction of six regiments of sepoys, and the de-
tachment itself to be reduced, and the parts of it posted
with the brigades, 1 have a promise of bills for the
arrears due to Colonel Pearse’s detachment, and shall
propose a fresh requisition for its return, the Europeans
by sea, and the sepoys by land; the gross amount of
the arrears to be paid at Mussulipatam and in Calcutta.

The following, to Sir Elijah Impey, whom the
violence of party spirit had by this time recalled,
seems too voluable to be omitted. If it contain
several repetitions of matters in detail, it exhibits

slso in a new light the affectionate tone of the
- writer’s mind,



150 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASBTINGS.

To Sir ELuian Ivpery.
Fort William, 25th January, 1784,

My dear Friend,—I am obliged to write with a di-
vided attention, but I shall not have much to say,
having already written to Major Scott all that you may
wish to know of my public situation, and he will show
you of course my despatches. This letter therefore
will be little more than a chapter of heads. On the
16th of last month I called on the Board to take de-
cidedly the charge and responsibility of the affairs of
Oude into their own hands, or leave both to me. This
produced a series of committee meetings, which at
length produced a joint offer, with a number of provi-
sions and reservations of the whole charge, if I would
be answerable for the discharge of the Company's debt,
(I mean the Nabob’s,} which was above fifty lacs, in
three months, and the regular discharge of the current
demands in the fixed monthly payments. 1 refused :
They explained away their former requisition; agreed
to let me have the exclusive charge, and to recal Mr.
Bristow and his office on the delivery of the engage- -
ment to pay the balance and corrent demands without
any specification of time, and the security of good
bankers for the performance of it; and my responsi-
bility was limited to the * propricty” of the measure.
I agreed, and Wombwell set off post (a little too fat
for an express) with letters to the Nabob Vizier and
Bristow on the sixth of this month. This accommoda-
tion passed on the 31st,

As they had promised me their fullest support, and
Mr. Macpherson dictated my expression of my reliance
on that promise in my minute of acceptance, as the
ground of the latter; and as I received many succes-
sive letters, stating the absolute necessity of my pre-
sence at Lucknow, to restore the quiet and order of that
country, and to give confidence to the Nabob and his
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people, I tendered an offer of my services for that puc-
pose. This was done “on the 20th instant. Mr.
Wheler has promised his consent to be given when the
Nabob’s requisition shall arrive, and Mr. Stables, in
his usual coarse and surly Style, has objected. He
has wickedly insinuated that I shall be dismissed from
my office, in the expression of the expectation of new
arrangements from home. I shall however avail my-
gelf of this decision to depart, and have frxed on the ~
15th of next month, but not absolutely, for it. I shall
g9 post to Patna, and take but a small attendance with
me. I am not afraid of my colleagues when I am
gone. They want courage and decision fo counteract
me with any effect; and my aunthority and influence,
with the command of the army, and I shall not go
without it, will be proof against all their teazings. I
only fear the suspension of business at the presidency,
and orders from home tending to the further reduction
of my authority. I will at least do all I can to put my
plan in train, and will assuredly leave affairs better
than I found them.

We have no new alarms of the drought, and I have
been inflexible to every argument and artifice used for
making exceptions to the embargo. I verily believe
it will have saved the lives of thousands.

We have ordered a reduction of six regiments of
sepoys on Morgan’s return, expected by the 1st of next
month, and I hope to get back Colonel Pearse’s very
shortly, having made a provision for the arrears of pay.

Mrs. Hastings left the river in the Atlas on the
morning of the 10th. In parting from her, I made a
sacrifice of my own judgment, my ease, and possibly the
comfort and happiness of my whole life, to the opinions
of others. God grant that the event may prove it
otherwise. I have a resource in the continual succes-
sion of occupations, which prevent my feeling so severe
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a sense of my loss as I should otherwise do ; but it is
never absent from my mind. She has no resource. I
expect daily to receive accounts of the arrival of the
Surprise, and some answers from Major Scott to my
despatches by her. Whitever they are, my resolution
is unalterable, though every voice in England were to
cry out to break it.

I beg you will present my affectionate compliments
to Lady Impey. I sincerely hope that you will have
had a pleasant voyage, and landed your family in
perfect health in England, and received unmixed
pleasure in meeting with that part of it which you left
there. You are a happy man! God keep you so!
I am cver, my dear Sir Elijah, your affectionate and
truly faithful friend.

To Major ScorT.
Fort Willism, 8th Febrasry, 1764.

My dear Scott,—On the 31st of December it was
agreed, after a length of debate, to recal Mr. Bristow
and his office, and to leave to my separate charge our
concerns in Oude, provided that the Nabob Vizier would
give the security of creditable bankers for payment of
the Company’s arrears and current demands. In the
mean time, on successive advices of the disorderly state
of that government, and repeated assurances of the
desire of the Nabob, and the general ‘expectation of
my presence, to assist in retricving it, I represented this
to the Board, and offered to go, but desired their early
determination. It was agreed by Mr. Wheler con-
ditionally that the Nabob should write that he desired
it. The Nabob and his minister have furnished the
securities, but Mr. Bristow demurs, on pretence that
they may not be such as the Board may require. The
Nabob was on a hunting party 110 coss distant, but
expected fo return on the 3lst ult. This will cause
some delay in his reply to my public letter, but I ex»
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pect to receive it in two days more, and to leave Cal-
cutta not later than the 20th. 1 dread the loss of
time. The Company, exhausted of its wealth, and
actually suffering the first effects of an impending
famine ; the government wettkened by a twelvemonth’s
distraction; the revenue dissipated; the Siecs ap-
proaching with a numerous army, and threatening an
invasion ; our council divided, and the majority of its
members hostile to me; rumours, and worse than ru-
mours, of an impending change in this government;

y own knowledge of the strong grounds which I have
furnished for it by the Surprise—the possibility of its
coming to pass before I have begun to act, and the
certainty of new assaults in every general letter, with
probably repeated orders to my colleagues to oppose
me : these are the evils which I have to encounter,
and they require despatch, lest I should be compelled
to end before I have well begun. Add the approach-
ing hot weather, and my constitution unable to cope
with the sun. On the other hand, I know that I can
do more good, if I have time allowed me, and it is my
ambition to close my government with the redemption
of a great government, family, and nation from ruin, and
however I am defeated in the extent of my design, I
am confident that I shall leave affairs at least not
worse ithan I found them. I depend much on the de-
_ pendence of the Nabob and his ministers, who have
no resource if they forfeit my friendship, and on the
public opinion. This will greatly facilitate my mea-
sures, though in the result it may hurt my credit, as 1
shall certainly disappoint it, do what I may. lna word,
it is the bol dest enterprise of my public life, but I con-
fidently hazard the consequences. Coloncl Morgan,
with the Bombay detachment, is by this time returned
to the Jumna, and the detachment will be instantly
reduced, and six regiments disbanded, to make room
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for them. This will be a great saving, and we have
made and shall make others. We will begin to pay off
our interest bonds in December next.

The Mahrattas press the remewal of hostilities
against Tippoo, which they have already begun, and
the government of Madras is prepared for war, having
heard nothing from the commissioners for seventeen
days. Yet I scarce think that Tippoo, savage and
wild of judgment as he is, will hazard it,

Our apprehensions of a famine daily abate, though
the drought has prevailed universally, and without
relief. The upper provigces have had rain, which will
be of service to the harvests of wheat. Mr. Macpherson
is sick at Ganjam. Yours, &e.
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CHAPTER V..

Hastings's care of Science and Literature.

Arpuous as Mr, Hastings’s public duties were,
and indefatigable as he was in his attention to
them, it is not to be supposed that he was indif-
ferent all this while to the more ennobling demands
upon his fostering care’ of general science and
the literature of the country. If not the founder
of the Asiatic Society, he was one of its earliest
and most zealous promoters; and he made way for
Sir William Jones in the President’s chair, simply
because he felt that there was not at his command
leisure sufficient to do justice to the office. Of
his eagerness to push, whenever an opportunity
offered, geographical inquiries into unknown re-
gions, a specimen was given in the account which
I judged it expedient to introduce of Mr. James
Bogle’s journey to the court of Teshoo Lama, But
this was not the only, nor perhaps the most im-
portant voyage of discovery which Mr. Hastings
sent forth. He caused the harbours and rivers
of Cochin China to be surveyed; directed Mr.,
Chapman to penetrate as far as he could into the
interior; and received from that gentleman a
report which was afterwards published, and added
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greatly to the stock of geographical knowledge
previously possessed by Europeans. In like
manner he examined the shores of the Red Sea,
with the view, ultimately effected, of opening by
that line more direct means of communication
between England and India. Neither did the
kingdom of Ava escape his notice, as well on its
inland frontier, as along its cousts. He collected,
in reference both to it and to the districts adjacent,
almost all the useful information which was in our
possession, not only during the administration of
the most illustrious of his successors, but up to the
commencement of the late war, in 1827,

I bave noticed elsewhere the eagerness with
which he promoted the compilation of Mr. Hal-
bed’s valuable Digest of Hindoo Laws. His zeal,
however, in laying open to European inspection
the stores of wisdom which were hidden in the
languages of Asia, by no means exhausted itself
in this. He encouraged bodies of Jearned pundits
to settle in Calcutta, and supported them while
they translated out of the Sanscrit into more ac-
cessible dialects, the poems and mythological and
moral treatises of their native land. He founded
colleges for the instruction of native youths in
the laws and usages of their own country. He
held out inducements to the study by the natives
of English literature and English science. Ile
laboured, in short, t0 promote not only the poli-
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tical, but the moral and rational improvement of
the provinces. The following letteys, which refer
to these matters, seem to me to demand insertion,

and I therefore transcribe them without further
comment.

To the Honourable CourT of DizECTORS.
On the River Gonges, 21st February, 1784,

Honourable Sirs,—Having had occasion to disburse
from my own cash many sums for services which, though
réquired to enable me to execute the duties of my station,
1 have hitherto omitted to enter in my public accounts;
and my own fortune being unequal to so heavy a
charge, I have resolved to reimburse myself in a mode
the most suitable to the situation ef your affairs, by
charging the same in my Durbar accounts of the pre-
sent year, and crediting them by a sum privately
received and appropriated to your service, in the same
manner with other sums received on account of the
Honourable Company, and already carried to their
account.

The particulars of these disbursements are con-
tained in the enclosed accounts, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of
which No. 5 is the abstract.

I shall subjoin a brief explanation of each.

The sum of the account No. 1 is the difference
between the allowance of 300 rupees a month, which
was the customary pay of the Governor’s military
secretary, and that which.I allowed to Lieutenant-
Colonel Ironside during the time that he acted in that
capacity, on.account of his superior rank, It was
referred to your Honourable Court in one of the
general letters of the year 1773 or 1774, but I pre-
sume that it was overlooked in the pressure of other

‘more important mattera which at that time occupied
your attention.
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Nos. 2 and 3 are explained in the accounts them-
selves.

No. 4 consists of three several kinds of charges,
which I confess to have been unauthorized, but which
I humbly conceive neither to be of a private nature,
nor unworthy subjects of the bounty of a great and
rising state. The first is inconsiderable, consisting
chiefly in the subsistence of the Pundits who were
assembled in Calcutta, and employed during two years
in compiling the code of Hindoo laws for your use.
The sum allotted to them wasg, as I recollect, one rupec
to each per diem. A larger recompense was offered,
but refused; nor would they receive this but for their
daily support. They had, indeed, the prowmise of some
public endowments for their colleges, which yet remain
unperformed. The second is the amount of sundry
monthly salaries paid to some of the most learned pro-
fessors of the Mahomedan law, for translating from
the Arabic into the Persian tongue, a compendium of
their law, called the Hedaya, which is held in high
estimation, and part of a more voluminous work, which
I could not prosecute. Your Honourable Court is in
possession of a part of the English version of the
Hedaya, made by Mr. James Anderson, and the sub-
sequent part of the same work has been lately trans-
lated by Mr. Hamilton. These gentlemen are both
engaged in the completion of it, and are both emi-
nently qualified for it. It would exceed the due
bounds of this letter to expatiate on the utility of this
work ; yet 1 may be allowed to vindicate the expense
of it by one summary argument, which is, that while
the Mahomedan law is allowed to be the standard of
the -criminal jurisprudence of your dominion, under
the control and inspection of your English servants, it
seems indispensably necessary that the judges of the
courts should have a more familiar guide for their
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proceedings than the books of the Arabic tongue, of
which few have opportunities of attaining a competent
knowledge; and ae necessary that your servants should
possess the means of consulting the principles on which
those judgments are founded, which in their ultimate
resort, and in extraordinary cases, may fall within
their immediate cognizance, and of the lawa of which
they are the protectors.

The third charge is that of an academy instituted
for the study of the different branches of the sciences
taught in the Mahomedan schools. After a trial of
dbout two years, finding that it was likely fo answer
the end of its institution, I recommended to the Board, '
and obtained their consent, to pass the subsequent
expense of the establishment to the account of the
Company, and to erect a building for the purpose, at
my own immediate cost, but for a Company’s interest
note granted me for the reimbursement of it: It is
almost the only complete establishment of the kind
now existing in India, although they were once in
universal use, and the decayed remains of these schools
are yet to be seen in every capital, town, and city of
Hindostan and Deccan. . It has contributed to extend
the credit of the Company’s name, and to soften the
prejudices excited by the rapid growth of the British

.dominions; and it is a seminary of the most useful
members of society.

1 humbly submit the propriety of carrying these
expenses to your account by the consideration that it
was not possible for me to have been influenced in
incurring them by any purpose of my own interest.
Something perhaps may be attributed to the impulse
of pride in the share which I might hope to derive of
a public benefaction, but certainly not to vanity or
ostentation, since T believe it to be generally conceived -
that the whole expense, of which the greatest part is
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yet my own, has been already defrayed from the trea-
sury of the Company. Co

1 will candidly confess that, when I first engaged both
in this and the preceding expense, I had no intention
of carrying it to the account of the Company. Impro-
vident for myself, zealous for the honour of my country,
and the credit and interest of my employers, I seldom
permitted my prospects of futurity to enter into the
view of my private concerns. In the undisturbed
exercise of the faculties which appertained to the active
séason of my life, I confined all my regards to my
public character, and reckoned on a fund of years to
come for its duration. The infirmitice of life have
since succeeded, and I have lately received more than
one severe warning to retire from a scene to which my
bodily strength is no longer equal, and am threatened
with a corresponding decay in whatever powers of
mind I once poesessed to discharge the laborious
duties and hard vicissitudes of my station. With this
change in my condition, I am compelled to depart from
that liberal plan which I originally adopted, and to
claim from your justice—for you have forbid me to
appeal to your generosity—the discharge of a2 debt
which I can with the most scrupulous integrity aver
to be justly my due, and which I cannot sustain.

If it should be objected that the allowance of these
demands would furnish a precedent for others of the
like kind, I have to remark, that in their whole amount
they are but the aggregate of a contingent account of
twelve years; and if it were to become the practice of
those who have passed their prime of life in your
service, and filled, so long as I have filled it, the first
office of your domimion, to glean from their
accounts all the little articles of expense which their
. inaccuracy or indifference hath overiooked, your is-
terests would suffer infinitely less by the precedent
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than by a single example of a life spent in the accu-
mulation of crores for your benefit, and doomed in its
close to suffer the extremity of private want, and sink
in obscurity.

I have thonght 1t proper to complete the present
subject by the addition of a charge which I intended
{0 have submitted regularly to the Board, but which,
if divided at this time from the others, might have
admitted an unfair construction. It is in the account
No. 6, and consists of charges incarred for boats and
budgerows, provided by me for my own use, on such
Public occasions as required my departure from the
presidency on extraordinary services. .

My predecessors have always had an establishment .
of this kind provided for them, and my successor will
have a provision devolve to him superior in conve-
venience and in elegance to any that I have yet seen,
and furnished with a cost which would not be credited
by those who have seen the subjects of it. I have the

honour to be, with the greatest respect, honourable
Sirs, your most obedient and most faithful servant.

To Lord MANsFIELD.

The Provinee of Benares, [0th March, 1784
My Lord,—I received so much satisfaction from the
perusal of the enclosed papers, that it has tempted
me to send them for your Lordship’s perusal, in the
assurance that they will afford you equal entertain-
ment. They are & part of a report made by Lieu-
tenant Turnet, a young kinsman of mine (and I have
& pleasure in acknowledging the relation, because his
conduct has done credit to my choice of him for the
service to which it relates), who was deputed, about
the middle of last year, to visit the Lama of Tibet-
I believe I may, without much licence, term it a
physical curiosity, since it is perhaps the first example
which was ever produced to the Western world of the
VOL. III ) M
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effect of education on an infant mind, for such it surely
is, as it is impossible to attribute the same effect to
any. other cause, without adopting the superstition
which gave it birth. T will be your Lordship's pledge
for the veracity of the narrator, whom I know to be
incapable of uttering a falsehood, or enlarging the
truth, for any consideration even of interest, and in
this instance he had no- inducement; besides that I
should have the means of detection in my communi-
cation with other persons who were either present at
the interview which Mr. Turner had with the Lama,
or had other opportunities of seeing the same phe-
nomenon.

I am very delicate in my intrusion on your Lord-
ship's attention, but I consider this a tribute due to
your eminent taste, and therefore not inconsistent
when offered under such an impression, with a respect
which I feel for your Lordship, exceeding that which
I bear for all the rest of mankind. 1 have the honour
to be, &e. &c.

Of the preceding letters, the two last were
written while Mr, Hastings was prosecuting his
journey to Lucknow. It wasan expedition replete
with interesting results both to himself and to the
parties for whose sake it had been undertaken;
yet I will not for the present enter upon that part
of my subject, because the occurrences which kept
pace with it elsewhere, in point of time, at least,
make large demands upon our notice, and to these
I feel that it will be proper, in the first instance,
to direct the reader’s attention.
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CHAPTER VI.

'  Tramsactiomin Boglad,
Noramvg could be more: bright, nothing, more
satisfactory or full of promise, than the aspect
which Mr. Hastings’s fortunes appeared to. have
assumed at home during the earlier portion of, the
fear 1784. The King's councils. were then di-
rected by men who owed, and made no secret of
owing, their elevation to office mainly to him. Of
the members of that administration ,s_omé_were

among his most ardentadmirers, and all, Mr. Dundas
" himself not excepted, avowed themselveshis friends.
In the Court of Directors, likewise, a great change
of opinion seemed to have taken place ; while the
proprietors were now, as they had ever been, his
steady supporters. No doubt the faction in the
House of Commons, which had sought his ruin
with so much eagerness in other years, abated not
a jot of their hostility ; but though powerful in
point of numbers, they were weak in influence as
well as in character, and both to the King and to
the mass of the people they had become peculiarly
distasteful, No man’s prospects, therefore, could
appear more bright or more full of promise than
those of Mr., 'Hastings at the opening of 1784;
nor were his correspondents backward ju assuring

) M2
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him that the day would answer to the dawn, and
that an abundant recompense for all the morti-
fications which he had suffered would, without fail,
attend bim.

The first decided proof afforded of a change of
sentiment among the Directors was their repeal
of an order formerly issued to reinstate Cheyt Sing
in the Rajahship of Benares. In performing this
act of justice, they did not, indeed, pass all at once
into a strain of encomium on the Governor-general.
That would have made them ridiculous in their
own eyes and in the eyes of the whole nation;
but they cancelled instructions which in a moment
of irritation had been drawn up, whether with a
view even then of having them carried into effect
may be doubted. Again, the feelings of the ma~
jority were all in favour of Mr. Hastings in refer-
ence to his quarrel with the Madras Government.
So decidedly, indeed, was this the case, that the
Surprise packet, after clearing at the Custom-
house, was detained three whole days in order that
she might carry out orders such as should enable
him to settle in his own way the points in dispute
between Lord Macartney and the Nabob of Arcot.
By Mr. Hastings’s correspondents I find all this
attributed mainly to the influence of Lord Thurlow,
Mr. Pitt’s new Chancellor. Probably these gentle-
men were right, for of the many distinguished men
who befriended Mr. Hastings, through good report
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and through evil, Lord Thurlow was at once the
most consistent and the most able. But how-
ever this may be, the effects of the arrange-
ment were to bold out to him, for a brief space,
the promises of power at the close of his adminis--
tration, which, had they been afforded a few years
earlier, would have saved him much personal
annoyance, and the Company many severe losses.
pn the other hand, the friends of Lord Macartney,
and they were both numerous and active, ceased
not to inveigh against Mr. Hastings in all quarters.
They charged him with *having kept up a secret
correspondence with General Stuart. They alleged
that the latter had by him been encouraged in every
act of contumacy towards his immediate superiors,
of which he had been guilty, and they justified the
General’s supersession and arrest on the ground
that he waited only for Mr. Hastings’s direct com-
mand in order to supersede Lord Macartney and
send him home a prisoner. Nor did their inventive
malice end there. They circulated a report that
Mr. Hastings had thrown off the English yoke, and
was reigning in Calcutta as an independent prince ;
neither were there wanting those, even among his
best friends, who declared, that, considering the
amount of provocation which he had received, the:
proceeding, supposing it to be real, would be very
- little to be wondered at.

Such was the state of publje feeling in England,
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when the ship Nerbudda arrived from Caleutta,
bringing intelligence of the Nabob Vizier's dis-
satisfaction with Mr. Bristow’s administration, and
of the applications which he had made to the
Governor-general for redress of wrongs already
received and protection for the future. The perusal
of these despatches gave great joy to Mr. Has-
tings’s friends, because they found in them ample
confirmation of the opinions which they had uni-
formly expressed, namely, that the Governor’s
policy in reference to Oude was both just and
humane throughoﬁt, and’ that the Nabob reposed
in ‘him- unlimited confidence. When, therefore;
Mr. Hastings’s project for the withdrawal of a
resident from Lucknow came to be discussed, they
easily carried the question in the affirmative, and
he was formally empowered to act in the matter
aceording to the dictates of hie own judgment. In
like manner Lord Macartney’s conduet, especially
in the arrest of General Stuart, was severely cen-
sured, and the whole tenor of his policy, as opposed
to that of the Governor-general, condemned. Yet
the tide which appeared to flow so strongly in Mr.
Hastings’s favour had even then reached its height,
and, for reasons not in every instance palpable, yet
scarcely such as to be hidden from the careful
inquirer, Mr. Hastings was destined once again to
become the object of ungenerous susplclon and
unlooked for hostility.
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‘On - the 6th of “July, Mr. Pitt, ‘who on the pre-
ceding January had sustained & defeat, and in the
following March, after a stout contest, had dissolved
the refractory Parliament, introduced into the
House of Commons his great measure for the better
management of the affairs of India. It was largely
assisted in its progress through both Houses by the
friends and admirers of Mr, Hastings, and early
in the succeeding month received the royal assent.
Nevertheless, the expectations which the supporters
of the measure had- cherished,—whether they
looked to its probable effects upon the Company's
affairs at home and abroad, or limited their views
to the actual condition and future prospects of the
Governor-general,—were not destined to be ful-
filled. In the former ease, the antagonist powers
of the Board of Control and the Court of Directors
were found not to work, at least at the outset, in
harmony. In the latter, Mr. Hastings’s claims on
the gratitude of the Minister appeared to fade away
so soon as Mr. Hastmgs himself ceased to be useful
as an engine wherewith to effect a particular pur-
pose ; nor were there wanting those who accounted,
for Mr. Pitt’s coldness on groundk' jcarcely less
. questionable, though fur more contemptible. The

King was well known to hold Mr. Hastings's talents
“in the highest esteem. The people asserted that
it was Mr. Hastings's mﬂuence which kept Mr.,
Pitt in power ; and the great. attention which was
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shown at St. James's to Mrs. Hastings, whe arrived
about this time in London, was not ealculated to
destroy the illusion. Now if M. Pitt was, as his
enemies represent him to have been, peculiarly
open to the movements of political jealousy, it is
by no means impossible that in the instance now
before us, the feeling, quite unworthy of his posi-
tion and talents, may bave been brought into play ;
at all events, it is past dispute that the opinion
obtained extensive credit not only among those who
euvied, and therefore hated the minister, but among
his own personal adherents. Let me, however,
adhere to the rule which has guided me throughout,
as often 23 I have been called upon to criticise the
motives or_behaviour of those among the leading
politicians of the day at whose hands Mr. Hastings
suffered wrong. The following letters throw a
strong light upon the state of feeling in the Cabinet
at the time, and are in otber respects of too much
value lo be overlooked :—
Froos Major Soorr.
Londen, Quesn-square, 15th Angust, 1784,

My dear Sir,—I despatched a packet to you over-
1and on the 14th of last month, and another on the 3rd
of this month; the last to convey to yoa the happy in-
telligence of Mrs. Hastings’s arrival in England. This
goes by Captain Bayne, who carries out the govern-
ment despatches overland, and by the Fox and Cygnet.

Our India bill has now passed both houses, and re-
ceived the royal assent on Friday. The Chancellor

supported it, though he does not entirely approve of
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every part; and Sir Elijah Impey thinks there ave -
parts which you will not like. He wished, so did we
all, that the Governor-general should have a negative ;
but Mr. Pitt was afraid {o propose so sfrong a measure,
and therefore he determined to reduce the Supreme
Council to four, by which means your casting vote
would operate.

In debating this clause of the bill, I had an oppor-
tunity of stating that many of our misfortunes, indecd
al), were owing to decided parties being formed against
you in the Council; and I had two or three fair slaps
at Francis upon this occasion ; but the printed accounts
will show you the whole. The Lord Chancellor spoke
admirably in the House of Lords. There is a clause
in the bill which directs that every person returning
from India after the Ist of January, 1787, shall deliver
in the amount of the fortune lLe acquired in India.
Lord Carlisle insinuated that this distant period was
fixed upon, in order to give some persons -an oppor-
tunity of returning with larger fortunes in security,
and glanced, as the Chancellor understood, at you.

His Lordship replied, with infinite force and spirit,
« If the noble Lord means to insinuate that the great
and respectable character who has presided so many
years in India will have an objection to declare the
amount of the fortune he has acquired in three-and-
thirty years, I will venture to assert that that gentle-
man will be ready at any time to make such a declara-
tion ; and the only risk he will run, my Lords, from
such a discovery, will be that of being thought in this
instance a weak and foolish man ; for 1 am sure it will
be found that, in the course of his long and important
services, he has not acquired a third of the fortupe
which many obscure men have accumulated in three or
four years.”

You will see in the printed dcbates how very un-
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fairly Francis stated the business of presents, and that
T had a good opportunity of clearing up that too. Sir
Elijah thinks you will be chagrined at that clause; but
the Chancellor declares that there is not the most dis-
tant-idea of a reflection upon you meant by it, but that,
on the contrary, his Majesty’s ministers most warmly -
applaud every part of your conduct relative to presente,
and that they highly approve of our making the ap-
plication for the ten lacs, upon the plea of your having
paid into the Company’s treasury above three hundred
thousand pounds which you might bave appropriated
to your own use,

In a bill of regulation it was thought better that the
practice of receiving presents should be universally
abolished ; but this, without intending anything like a
reflection upon you.

You wiil see also, my dear Sir, that I had a fair op-
portunity of clearing away all the slanders that had
been thrown upon you, and of triumphing most com-
pletely over that reptile Mr. Burke. But we were
most miserably disappointed indeed in one particular.
The opposition Lords had assembled their whole force
in order to debate the India Bill at the third reading
on Monday last. I had been with the Chancellor every
day previous to that time in order to give him full in-
formation, and I am convinced he would have pro-
nounced the finest speech ever made in Parliament,
in justification of everything you have done, and that
he would also have given Mr. Francis a precious
trimming ; but when the hour arrived, the opposition
Lords were afraid to meet us, and they suffered tho
bill to pass without eaying a single syllable. This
was a bitter disappointment indeed, and only made
up, in a very small part, by a speech of the Chancellor,
in passing our Dividend and Relief Bill; but he then
challenged any man to come forward and debate what
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they might have debated on the third reading of
the India Bill, and declared that the state of India
was most prosperous ; that you had concluded peace
with all our enemies; had preserved all our pos-
sessions, and greatly improved our revenues. The
epeech goes inclosed, though not so' well gwen as he
proncunced it.

The Lord Chancellor has all along said that the
ministry ought to give you a peerage and a red ribbon ;
I gpoke to him two days ago upon the subject, and hé
took it up instantly with warmth. He said, I do not
know & man who cuts so great a figure upon the stage
of the world as Hastings: to his other extraordinary
actions must be added, that of giving a ministry to
Great Britain, for whether we may choose generally to
confess it or not, the fact is, that this is Hastings’s
administration, and that he put an end to the late
ministry as completely as if he had taken a pistol and
shot them through the head one after another. It
would therefore be base and dishonourable in minis-
ters not to advise his Majesty to confer some mark of
his royal favour upon a man who, to his other great
and important services, can boast of performing this
meritorious action also.”

His Lordship said he would speak that day to the
two Secretaries of State, and sent me away instantly
to Mr. Pitt. As he was not in town, I wrote to him,
and went to the House of Lords, where I saw the Lord
President, Lord Gower, who said it must be done im-
mediately, and added:—<«I always admired Mr.
Hastings, but the late events in India and in England
are of such a nature as to raise him in my opinion
above all praise.”

The Chancellor spoke to Lord Sydney and the
Marquis of Carmarthen, the two Secretaries of State,
and mstantly obtained their concurrence, as also Lord -
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Weymouth's, so that it now only remains to get Mr.
Pitt's consent, which, I trust, I shall communicate
before I close this letter.

It is the desire of the Chancellor that you should be
created an English peer, but if that cannot be accom-
plished, he says he will condescend to accept an Irish
title just now, though so greatly inferior to your merits.
You cannot, he says, be created Lord Hastings, be-
cause that barony is in Lord Huntingdon. I men-
tioned your taking the title from Daylesford, the place
which was 80 many years the seat of your family, and
he thinks it would be better than any other. I shall
not be at ease, my dear Sir, till this business is accom-
plished. I assure you, I want words to convey to you
an adequate idea of the Chancellor’s warmth of friend-
ship for you, and the admiration he expresses for your
character. Me is the first man in the kingdom, I
think, for firmness and independence of spirit.

Burke has never made his appearance in the House
eince the day he moved for your instructions relative
to Almis Alli Cawn, and the conclusion of that busi-
pess has rendered him completely ridiculous, and indeed
thrown great ridicule upon the whole party; for, from
Burke’s mode of opening the affair, they thought some-
thing might be made of it; but when I seconded his
motion, and afterwards, in his absence, moved that the
instructions should be printed, they saw what scrapes
so wild 2 man would lead them into. Great expec-
tations, too, were formed from Francis. He also is
rendered as ridiculous as Burke, first, by his gloomy
representations, and next by stating that there was no
prospect of peace with Tippoo. Not the smallest at-
tention will be paid to his predictions in future, even
if he should attempt to speak, which, I believe, he
hardly will. 1n short, my dear Sir, we have fully and
effectually confounded all your enemies, not by the
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common mode of carrying points, by a dead majority
in the House of Commons, bat by reason and argu-
ment.

Mrs. Hastings returns from General Caillaud’s to-
day, and is to be presented on Thursday {o their Ma-
Jesties, by Lady Weymouth. -

As the ships will not go till next week, I shall write
again then, and remain, with every sentiment of
respect, gratitude, an® affection, my dear Sir, your
uu:ch obliged and faithful humble servant.

From the same. -
Londen, Queen-square, 4th September, 1784, ..

My dear Sir,—My packet overland with the pleasing
intelligence of Mrs, Hastings's safe arrival, and
covering a lotter from her to you, has, I hope, reached
Constantinople by this time,

I have given the strictest injunctions for its being
forwarded, without the loss of a moment. I have since
despatched another packet overland, with an account
of the very honourable and gracious reception she re-
ceived from their Majesties.

‘We were again at court on the 2d instant, according
to the etiquette, and Mrs. Hastings was received with
still greater marks of attention, if possible. The
Chancellor had taken me aside to speak to me, while
the Queen was talking to Mrs. Hastings, and when her
Majesty spoke to me afterwards, she said, I am very
glad to observe that Mrs. Hastings is so much re-
covered ; she looks infinitely better than when I saw
her a fortnight ago, and I hope this country will soon
restore her to perfect health,”

These are precisely the Queen’s words, I assure you,
and they convey the most pleasing and pointed mark of
attention thatit was possible for her to show. Since my
last letter the Directors have made several arrange-
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ments. The ministers wished exceedingly to remove
Macartney, but when it came to the point, they were
afraid of the Bute interest. The King highly disap-
proves of kis conduct, and it is generally expected that
the full and complete power given by the new Bill to
you will effectually keep -him in order in future, and
orders will go from hence relative to the assignment.

In my last letter 1 informed you, roy dear Sir, how
the peerage stood. I cannot sufficiently express to you
the kindness and friendship of the Chancellor on this
occasion. He told me he would make a point of it, and
peremptorily enjoined me to leave it to him. When 1
was with Mrs. Hastings at the drawing room on
Thursday, Mr. Pitt came up to me and spoke exactly
as follows : *“ I am really ashamed, Major Scott, that I
have never yet entered upon the business you wrote to
me about ; but as I have always found you free and
open, I will candidly and honestly give you my senti-
ments. I look upon Mr. Hastings to be a very great,
and indeed a wonderful man, He has done very es-
sential services to the state, and has a claim upon us
for everything he can ‘ask. My only difficuity, and 1
confess it appears to me fo be a material one, is, the
resolutions of the House of Commons, standing upon
our journals: for though I admit that the charges
against Mr. Hastings were ridiculous and absurd, and
were, as | really think, fully refuted, yet until the sting
of those resolutions is done away by a vote of thanks
for Mr. Hastings’s great services, I do not see how I
can with propriety advise his Majesty to confer an
bonour upon Mr. Hastings. On the other hand, there
are many powerful reasons to be assigned for our not
waiting till we meet again.”

I observed to Mr. Pitt that your situation was a
croel one indeed, if resolutions so totally unfounded,
and carried in so shameful a maimer, were to prevent
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you from receiving a mark of the sovereign’s favour;
and I desired Mr. Pitt to consider that the very same
House of Commone which had voted resclutions against
Mr. Hastings had also voted resolutions against Mr.
Pitt, and that it was deservedly punished by & prema-
ture dissolution. Pitt told me then that he was un-
determined, but I should hear furthey.

I saw the Chancellor the next day, and related this
conversation to him. He told me he had laboured to
carry the point now, and: still had one hope left. « 1
méan (says his Lordship) to desire Mr. Pitt will permit
me fo take the responsibility of the measure upon my-
self, since he is afraid of the House of Commons, and I
will ask the King to crea.te Hastings a peer ; I am sure
he will not refuse me.”

Thus the matter slands at present, my dear Sir, and
T trust it will be done, because a vote of thanks may
follow with the greatest propriety.

Mr. Pitt had manifestly taken his line. He
praised Mr. Hastings both in public and in pri-
vate; he spoke of him as the fittest of living men
to control the destinies of British India; yet he
positively refused to confer upon him any especial
mark of royal favour. It seems idle to suppose
that the motive assigned by him for this reluct-
ance could be the true one. Mr. Pitt had influ-
ence enough in his own House of Commons to
obtain the repeal of the vote of censure had he de-
sired it, or if not, I cannot see how such a vote
passed by a defunct Parliament ought to have
operated as a bar to the advancement of him whe
was the object of it.. - For either Mr. Hastings de-
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served the censure, in which case he deserved much
more, or the censure was unmerited, and thereiore
in itself a dead letter.’ Nevertheless, Mr. Pitt
could not be moved. Moreover, the dissensions
between the Board of Control and the Court of
Directors, which almost immediately began, were
not without their effect in obstructing Haatings's
career of honour. I find for example, that the
Directors, while they took part with Mr. Hastings
against Lord Macartney, inserted in their despatch
a clause, to the effect, that, within a year from its
receipt, Mr. Hastings should resign his govern-
ment, The Board of Control, on the other hand,
though compelled by the Bute influence to cast
their shield before the Governor of Madras,
erased the paragraph relating to Mr. Hastings,
and left him free to choose his own period of re-
tirement. These may be regarded as trivial mat-
ters by an indifferent person. To Mr. Hastings
they were big with important results, and the fol-
lowing letter will show that by more than Mr,
Hastings they were regarded as important.

From the same,
London, 6th November, 1794,

My dear Sir,—1 despatched a letter to you overland
on Tuesday last, and a copy of it goes by this ship.
There was a letter to you from Mrs. Hastings by the
same despatch, so that I am doubly anxious for its safe
and speedy arrival.

Two days ago I dined alone with the Lord Chan-
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cellor, and wehad a very long conversation upon India
affairs. He does not perfectly understand what his
brother ministers mean, but matters he assures me
cannot long remain upon their present footing.

The dissent of the Board of Control to the Direc-
tors' resolution for your quitting at the end of one
year after the appointment of a successor, he approves,
though he did not construe that resolution into an
ungentlemanlike dismission from the service at the
end of the year, which was the light in which many of
ydur friends had viewed it. He thinks too that there
is a more powerful leaning towards Macartney than he
expected there would have been, at the same time that
they substantially adopt your system, and blame and
censure his lordship for those breaches of a solemn
treaty which you have so justly condemned.

The Chancellor has promised he will make himself
master of this subject completely, and I have put all
the papers into his hands. Finding there was so great
a backwardness in Mr. Pitt to do you justice, by
elevating you to a British peerage, the Chancellor was
determined to enter fully into the business, and I shall
now copy for you, my dear Sir, as faithfully as my
memory will permit, what passed between them.

I went, said his Lordship, to Mr. Pitt at Putney, and
I told him that it was absolutely necessary we should
do something decisive relative to Hastings, for though
I had always declared, and was always ready to declare,
that Hastings had made me a minister, and made Mr.
Pitt one too, yet if there was anything in the character
or conduct of Mr. Hastings which would not bear a
scrutiny, or if he had been unprincipled, corrupt, er
incfficient in his great office, I was just as ready to
crush him as Mr. Pitt could be; for though he had
made me & minister, and though I had declared so in
the House of Peers, Mr. Pitt should never find me an

YOL. III. . N
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advocate for, or a protector of, a delinquent. I saw Pitt
was rather distressed to be so pushed; but he told me
that although in many instances, and those important
ones too, he allowed Mr. Hastings great merit, yet there
were charges againat him which, till explained, he con-
ceived would render it dangerous for his Majesty’s
ministers to grant him a peerage, as it would excite
the popular clamour to a very great degree.

I then desired Mr. Pitt would tell me what were the
objections against Hastings, and he said there were
four.

First, he had attempted to extend the British do-
minion in India, a system Pitt highly disapproved.
Secondly, he had by his conduct forfeited the confidence
of the native princes of India. Thirdly, he had, in
various instances, disobeyed the orders of the Court of
Directors; and fourthly, he had fixed enormous sa-
laries to offices in Bengal, and wasted the public money
to gratify the servanis of the Company who were at-
tached to him.

I told Mr. Pitt we were now nearly coming #0 a
point, and all I wished further was to have him specify
any instances under these general heads, to which I
would engage to reply so as to satisfy his mind.  Pitt
seemed staggered a little, and I said to him, Come, Mr.
Pitt, I see you know as little of the matter as 1 do,
but let us talk this business over as friends, or if you
please. as statesmen. Do not lock upon me as the
advocate of Hastings. You will see Mr. Dundas in
balf an hour, and perbaps he may point out some in-
stances under each head of accusation. Perhaps he
may not, for I suspect Dundas to know as little of
India affairs 28 you and I do; but I'll tell you what I
will do. Youshall employ Dundas to employ any man
or set of men he pleases, to point out the instances in
which Hastings has profusely lavished the public
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‘ ’

money, disobeyed orders, forfeited the confidence of
the native princes, or attempted to extend the British
empire in India: and if I do not produce a full and
satisfactory answer to each charge, why, then I not
only will consent to sacrifice Hastings, but I will insist
upon his being sacrificed to national justice. At
present it appears to me that you are afraid to support
Hastings, and yet afraid to recall him, but it is impos-
sible that this miserable system can goon. Hismerits
are greatand splendid: you allow them to be so. His
ifluence also is great, but it does not arise from cor-
ruption or wealth. It arises from the high opinion
men entertain of his integrity and extraordicary
abilities. If you can prove that he wants the first, or
is deficient in the last, he will sink in the public opi-
nion, and you may reduce him in a moment to the
situation of a private man. Every friend of Hastings
with whom I have conversed will gladly consent that
he shall rise or fall by his merits.

This, my dear Sir, is the substance of what passed
between Pitt and the Lord Chancellor. When Dun-
das returns from Scotland, his Lordship assures me
there will be some decision, and he said, if it shall
appear that Hastings has in some instances given
larger salaries than they approve (for all the other
charges are nonsense), why the devil don’t they order
them to be lessened ? but I hope they will, at the game
time, give Hastings credit for creating an immense
revenue at his own responsibility and for the improve-
ment of the land revenues of Bengal. )

The Chancellor told Mr. Pitt that what information
he had, he drew from me ; that knowing my connexion
with Mr. Hastings, and the enthusiasm of my temper,
he did not entirely depend upor me. He observed,
however, that Lord Walsingham was as strong an en-
thusiast as 1 was. What he thercfore wanted was,

N2
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that those who thought unfavourably of Mr. Hastings,
that his avowed enemies should state every thing they
could against him; that the Chancellor should be
permitted to call upon me for an answer to each head
of accusation, and then he would willingly leave it to
Mr. Pitt to determine.

I hope, my dear Sir, something of this kind will be
done, but you now see the little pitiful manner in
which you are attacked.

Upon all the great points you have completely de-
feated your opponents, and they are now attempting
to whisper away your reputation. In this, however,
by the manly part our friend the Chancellor takes, we
shall effectually disappoint them. This mode of attack
proceeds from the private letters of two of your col-
leagues in Bengal, who have been perpetually assert-
ing, that contracts, salaries, and agencies have been
given away at an extravagant rate. When we can
once bring them to specify the instances, we shall soon
refute them.

10th of November. —I was two hours yesterday with
our friend Lord Walsingham, and related to him, by
the Chancellor’s desire, what had passed between him
and Mr. Pitt.

Lord Walsingham said that the three first charges
were nonsense ; that the Board gave you credit for hold-
ing high the British character in the East, and that the
charge of disobedience of orders was contemptible, but
that on the last head you would certainly be pushed
when the subject came forward, in consequence of the
minutes and private representations of Stables to
John Robinson. It is impoesible, my dear Sir, they
can push you without eondescending to specify the
particular instances of larger salaries, &c.; and when
once they will do that, I have not a doubt of explaining
your conduct satisfactorily; but the Chancellor says,
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admitting the fact to be so, that their ideas of what
are handsome salaries shall be more confined than
yours, they have only fo order them to be lessened in
future.

What the Board and the Directors want, is to bring
the civil expenses within thirty lacs a year, and
whether they will order you to do this, or go into the
detail is uncertain yet, but I believe the latter.

Asthe Fox is still to stay some days, I maybe able to
tell you further in another letter. I am ever, my dear
Pir, most faithfully and gratefully yours-
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CHAPTER VIL.

Journey to Lucknow—Conmrmnication with the Prince of Delhi—Prepu-
rations to return Home—Letters to Mr- Hastings.
WHILE parties were thus confounding ‘themselves,
and losing sight in their bickerings, not unfre-
quently of what was due to justice, almost always
of what they owed to sound policy and common
sense, Mr. Hastings was putting forth his strength
so that the aflairs of the province might as
speedily as possible be reduced to order, and him-
self left free to indulge his own wishes by departing
for England. His journey to Lucknow went
forward, as has elsewhere been explained, without
the occurrence of any adventure of which it is ne-
cessary to give an account. In its results, how-
ever, it proved eminently advantageous, both to the
Company and the Nabob, for the former received on
the- instant a considerable portion of the sums that
were due ; while the latter was placed in such a
situation as to afford good hope of his being able
thenceforth to support his own dignity. Yet
greater things still would have questionless fol-
lowed, had Mr. Hastings been, as his friends at
home believed him to be, absolute in British India.
Mr. Hastings found at Luckoow an illustrious
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exile, the eldest son of the fallen Mogul; who
escaping from Delhi had come to implore the as-
sistance of the English, in restoring to his father
some portion of the power of which his enemies had
deprived him. The project, bold as it was, seems
to have been readily, I had almost said eagerly, em-
braced by Mr. Hastings. It agreed well with the
expansive nature of his genius, which delighted to
qonsider rather the ultimate results of things, than
the inconvenience which might attend the effort to
attain them ; and he was the more disposed to
assist the prince, that he believed the moral influ-
ence of the Company of sufficient weight to bear
down all opposition. But his colleagues, to whom
he referred the matter, shrank from it with dismay,
and it fell of course to the ground. The following,
- which contains a summary of his proceedings in
this and in other matters, will, I think be read with
great interest.
To Major Scorr.
Lacknow, 12th Juns, 1784,

My dear Scott,~On the 15th and 17th ultimo, I
sent despatches to Mr. Bodham to be forwarded to
England by the way of Bussora, containing duplicate
letters to the Court of Directors, and two to you, with
one in each for Mrs. Hastings. I can neither detail
what [ have done, nor send you materials. I have
furnished the Council with bills for five lacs at a re-
duced exchange of three and a half per cent. instead

‘of sixteen and twenty. I have paid up all the arrears
of the different corps, the Surat included, of these pro-
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vinces. I have just got bills for five lacs, also with a
reduced exchange of four per cent. from Bombay,
where they are in the last degree of want. I had
realized above forty-six Jacs when my accounts in those
despatches were closed. The season of collection closed
with them ; but something, I do not exactly know what,
bas been received since. I have adjusted all the dis-
puted accounts between the Nabob Vizier and the
Company, and formed the mode of monthly adjustment
with the joint signatures and interchange of the mi-
nister and our accomptant, which will preclude all
future differences, the past being the accumulation of
years. The minister has formed all his plans for the
ensuing settlement, for the retrenchment of expenses,
and the establishment of new and necessary offices;
and promises that all will be in complete execution
within a month from this time. He desires me to re-
main a little longer to give them effect in the first
operation, and I have fixed the day of my departure.
The settlement will be generally fixed for five years,
and if the rains set in well, there will be a sufficiency
to pay all the debt of the Company considerably within
the next year, i. e. from Ist September to 1st Septem-
ber, and provide for a new military establishment to re-
place Sir John Cammings, which 1 shall withdraw. 1 have
had few occasions fo apply to the Board, but on these I
have constantly received flat and ungracious refusals,

after having been made to wait alength of time for an-
swers on subjects stated to require instant decision ; I
wrote them a long letterrepresenting the management of
Benares, and offering to correct the abnses. They made
me wait 2 month, and then asked for my plan. | have
given them one, and they refuse to accept it; I shall
have exposed the mames of individuals to personal
vengeance, and done no good to the country. If they

aceept it, | have pledged my credit for the prosperity
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end safety of the country ‘and its revenue. If they do
not, I will return by the river Gagra under pretext of
a visit to the Begums at Fyzabad, that I maynot pass
Benares, for I underwent the persecution of mobs of
complainants from Boxar to Joosee in my way hither,
and there is now a little mob parading even at my gate.

I have desired powers to relieve the King, declaring
that I believed I could do it without hostility or ex-
pense, provided I had the power of the former, and
that I would undertake nothing without a moral cer-
tainty of avoiding both. They have “ exhorted me to
avoid most sedulously and cautiously in my correspon-
dence with the different princes of India whatever may
commit, or be strained into.an interpretation of com-
mitting the Company, either as to their arms or trea-
sure.” These are their words, and they are fulsomely
loud in their applause of the “wisdom and sound
policy” of the Company's orders against our inter-
ference " in the objects of dispute between the country
powers.” Yet they “ hope that I shall be enabled to
effect the return of the Shazada to his father with
safety and credit to the prince.” As if I could
negociate with my hands tied. I have, however, stated
the necessity of my having powers so strongly, that I
think they will be' perplexed to justify their refusal.
Yet I know they will refuse, and sincerely hope they
will; for though I have urged this point with all the
vehemence of & man whose heart is devoted to the
point which he pursues, I have opposed my own in-
terest, ease, and inclinations in it. Some good I will
yet do, and may draw the means of it from the over-
shot caution with which the instructions of the Board
are guarded. But I am led unawares into a subject
which I meant to have left entirely’ to your brother;
‘to whom I now leave what remains of it.

You will hear enough of the treaty concluded with
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Tippoo Sultan. Our Board have ratified it, and sent a
copy to me for a second ratification of it with my sig-
nature. I have assigned my reasons why I ought not to
sign it. Indeed there is an absurdity in the very form
of it, for it expresses that the Governor-general and
Council have signed it on ‘such a date in Fort William
when I am at the distance of 800 miles from it. I
have drawn out another, in which I rendered that part
of the ratification more accurate, and accompanied it
with a declaration on the part of the Governor-general
and Council that we have acceded, to the treaty under
the construction of the Nabob Walla Jah being under-
stood and included in it wherever the Carnatic is men-
tioned ; and I have signed both the copy which the
Board sent to me, my amended copy, and the declara-
tion, that they may make their choice of them without
loss of fime. They have approved the two latter, and
intend to depute a person to see that they are deli-
vered. Upon this oceasion I have again condemned
their forbearance, and urged their dismissing Lord
Macartney and the committee for breach of orders.
For they have studionsly excluded the Nabob Walla
Jah, though the principal in the treaty, and the
Mabhrattas, though it was concluded in virtue of the
treaty made with them. I wish to send you copies of
my protest and letters on this subject; but I want
hands and time. I gave early information to Mahdajee
Sindia, taking blame for the neglect of our treaty with
him, and acknowledging that it was to his good offices
and the Peishwa’s interposition that we were indebted
for the peace, such as it was. This has prevented him
from taking offence at it, and be is gratified by the
personal merit which I have assigned fo him in the
business. It might have created a breach between us.
What a man is this Lord Macartney! The wit of
man could not devise such effectual instruments of a
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nation’s ruin, as this black eagle portends to every
land and state over which he casts the shadow of his
wings, vot like the fabulous eagle of the Arabians,
whose shadow confers erowns, victory, and prosperity
to those over whom it passes. I yet believe that, in
spite of peace, he will effect the loss of the Carnatic.

I must not forget that Mr. Wheler has behaved
well He is overruled, and has contended with the
*ungracious spirit- of his colleagues as strenuously as
eould be expected from his disposition. I cannot ex-
pect more. I hear that Mr. Stables has taken Mr.
Cowper into his family, and I will write to Calcutta
that it may be ascertained, and you will know from
thence the truth of it ; his conduct is indecent beyond
all bounds. My dear Scott, yours ever most affec-
tionately.

To this I subjoin a letter to Mr. Wheler, in
which the reasons that swayed Mr. Hastings to the
udoption of his own peculiar views are set forth.
Whatever we may think of this document as a
piece of practical reasoning, it describes & mind
deeply imbued with the principles of justice and
magnanimity, and the loftiest order of ambition.

. To Mr, Wagrez.

Lucknow, 9th June, 1784, %

My dear Sir,—You must not be offended at the dis-
tant and peremptory style of my secret letter. It
bears your formal address, but is substantially less
yours than theirs to whom I have desired you to impart
it. By the unhandsome reception of my former let-
ters 1 judge of the effect of this. 1 have simply done
my duty, and am careless whether I am permitted to
go further or not; because though ¥ do most ardently
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wish to close my service with some act that will reflect
a credit on my nation, with little cost or trouble, and
feel an interest in the cause for which I am an advo-
cate, proportioned to my actual proximity to it,and am
not apt to enter coldly into any political measures,—
yet I have numberless reasons to wish, could I oppose
my private to my public feelings, that I may fail in
my present application ; and therefore I do not choose
to solicit where I do not choose to be obliged. )

1 have used many arguments, and those, I think, of
much weight, to induce the Board to afford such a
degree and mode of assistance to the King as may
prove effectual to his relief, and not implicate the
Company in wars or expenses, so far as these, or either
of these, consequences may be avoided. But I have
omitted many other reasons applicable only to the
present occasion, because I did not chose to overload
the subject, having without them made my letter more
than sufficiently long. I will endeavour to recollect
them, and if you think them deserving your own
notice in the consideration of the question which I
have proposed for the Boards decision, it will be
highly gratifying to me if you will make them in any
way that you please your own. It is possible that they
may not so obviously occur to you, as you are at too
great a distance to receive that impression from the

eneral subject, which a nearer view, and a daily in-
urse with those who are interested in it, naturally
force on me.

1. The daily indignities which have been imposed
upon the King since he chose to abandon our protec-
tion have 8o much debased the credit and respect of
his house, that unless some powerful effort is made to
relieve it, it will very shortly be extinct; and there is
no poewer but ours that can relieve it.

2. Its extinction will probably be followed by that
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of the miscrable influence which at this time oppresses
it ; for Affrasi ab Cawn himself possesses neither abi-
lity, spirit, nor birth to support the power which he
has assumed, without the sanction of the royal name;
and it is by no means improbable that, in the confusion
which will ensue, some new adventurer may start up
from the general mass who will constitute a new
dominion, and join to it all the powers and prerogatives
of the past. T would almost venture to foretel that
such will, in the case which I have supposed, be the
event of it; and whenever this happens, our dominion,
which subsists but loosely on the weakness of our
neighbours, and on the illusion of popular opinion, at
least as much as on our military strength, will be ex-
posed to greater dangers than any which it has yot
had to enconnter, though it has been many times near
the brink of destruction.

3. There never yet was an instance of the flight of
a prince of the house of Timur from the presence, that
did not produce some great event ; and such iz expected
from the late extraordinary effort of the Prince Mirza
Towan Bukht, for he is the eldest of the King’s sons;
supposed to be greatly superior to any of the family in-
ability ; the deeldred heir of the throne; and regent,
whenever the King himself is abscnt. It has already
produced one event, by the imprisonment of the King’s
confidential scrvan{, Mudged oDowla, which, if no
exertion is made in favour of the King, may complete
his debasement ; but might prove the reverse by the
universal dissatisfaction which it has oceasioned, were
an immediate advantage taken of it, while the minds
of the ruling party are wavering, and. their authority
undetermined. 1f no other consequences follow such
portentous movements, the veil which has hitherto
concealed the nakedness of the royal authority will fall
off, and it will lose even the little respect which it has
hitherto retained.
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4, The present reduced state of the royal authonty
may be principally ascribed to the indolence and passive
spirit of the King. ~ His son seems to be of a different
character, and has given proofs both of his courage
and attachment on some pressing exigencies. Indeed
on such oceasions his father has always had recourse
to him as his principal dependance; but his services
have been constantly forgotten as soon as the danger
that called them forth was past. It is probable that, if
the prince can be instrumental to his deliverance at this
time, the magnitude of the service, and the unques-
tionable evidence which it will afford of his attachment,
added to the confidence which the King will (or ought
to) repose in the honour of our nation, which will be a
security against the perfidy which is too often practised
even by sons against their parents in the course of
Asiatic intrigues, will attach the King to him, and in-
duce him to invest bim with that share of the executive
administration which he bas hitherto suffered to be
usurped and exercised by the meanest and most un-
worthy men. 1 state this as a probability ; but I own, I
do not dwell with great reliance on it ; for there is no an-
swering for a spirit so weak as the King’s, and so much
under the dominion of whisperers and incendiaries.

5. Hitherto, when any calamity has befallen the
King, it has passed at such a distance from the ob-
servation of our Government, that the occasion has
seemed to have produced its own remedy before it was
well known to us. It was known that we had work
enough of our own upon our hands ; and the distance
between us (to recur to the first argument) has served
for an excuse to our indifference. It at least prevented
the appearance of a direct refusal. The case is now
widely different. The proximity of the person who is
supposed to possess the executive powers of our Go-
vernment ; his residence and intimate communication
with the first servant of the Crown.; the superior
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claim which- the King has on me, derived from his de-
privation of the tribute, which was my own personal
mct: the professions continually made by our Go-
. vernment through me from the time of that act, which
includes a pericd of almost eleven years; the hopes
excited by my arrival here, which were the declared
and undoubted motive for the prince’s flight; his
flight attempted and effected with great personal
hazard ; that followed by the recent outrage which
has been offered to the royal authority, of which I my-
self, though innocent of it, have furnished the original
ound ; the King’s interests, cause, and inclinations,
united by this event, if not alwaye the same, with his
son's; his application for our aid, and the pathetic
expostulation with which he has since repeated it ; the
great advantages which the presence and influence of .
the prince would give to any plan undertaken for the
King’s benefit, and the weakness of those who might
oppose it; and lastly (for I pass other points of
less note, and many of equal may have escaped my
recollection), our relaxation from every other external
concern: these are all of suth public notoriety (ex-
cept one only, which will soon become as well known as
the rest), that they may be said to constitute the crisis
of the fortunes and destiny of the house of Timur ; and
it will most probably (I am almost impelled to say,
assuredly) terminate in the utter subversion or the
temporary relevation of its dignity. Of one or other
of these events we shall be the instruments. I am not
sure, but I believe, that we shall be applauded at
home, if we take the generous side of the question;
but I am quite sure that we shall be loudly reproached
both by our own countrymen, and by all mankind, if
* we suffer so illustrious a family to perish, being able
to prevent it, and having been the instraments of the
-causes which led to it.
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6. I have said nothing of the King's absolute rights,
having sufficiently discussed them in my secret letter.
But I must add the right of gratitude, for he has as-
serted it. He pleads that when the French and Hyder
earnestly solicited his grants of the Carnatic, and
offered large sums to obtain them, he constantly and
steadily refused therm. We know by undoubted evi-
dence that this is true; and though we have ever
treated the King's sunnuds and firmauns as waste
paper, and they were certainly no better, yet our ene-
mies held them in high estimation, and his merit was
proportionably great in disappointing their expecta-
tions.

7. If we meant to withhold all interference from the
concerns of the King, we ought not to have appointed
a public minister at his court. The Board appointed
Major Browne for the express purpose of tendering
our assistance. It was an act of the most complete
authority; for it passed when the members of the
Board were in entire confidence and good humour
with each other, and all their judgments were con-
cerned in it. It was a Proclamation to the world that
we acknowledged the King's right to our assistance,
and a pledge equally public for the substantial per-
formance of that acknowledgment. The member of
the Board who was not present, nor his appointment
known, at the time when this measure was adopted,
may complain of if, as I have heard him; and may
propose that it be reversed, if he considers no act of
Government valid which he had po bhand in. Butit
will be difficult for yon, Mr. Macpherson, or myself, to
find a reason to justify us in undoing it, or in making
new declarations which are the reverse of those made
and understood by so authentic a publication. Yet, if -
it shall be resolved to ledve the King absolutely to his
destiny, I shall not, of my own aathority, send back
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Ma_]or Browne, nor advise the Board to continue his
commission.

After this long discussion (which 1 fear will tire
you), I find it necessary to recur once more {o the ob-
ject of it. I do not want fo send armies into the field,
nor to disturb the repose which our Government enjoys
and requires after the fatigues and bruises which it has
sustained from a long and accumulated warfare. I
want no more than the power to dictate, and I am per-
suaded that I shall have no need to enforce it : neither
is it my wish or intention to stay beyond the term of
l;i original commission, though all the wealth of

bar should be offered to tempt me. I do not ex-
pect that the Board will approve of my recommenda-
tion, and I secretly wish, in spite of myself, that they
may not; but I do sincerely hope that your senti-
ments will concur with mine, because I am convinced
that you will gain credit by it, though we may be
both overruled.

I think it proper to mention, though you will of
course so understand it, that I mean this letter for
your own perusal only, but with a latitude to apply it as
you think proper. I am, my dear Sir, your faithful
and affectionate friend.

The Board would not sanction the adoption of a
policy so bold, perhaps so perilous, as is advocated
in this letter, but they did not object to his taking
the prince under his protection ; and placed at his
disposal resources enough, both in men and money,
to secure for the young men a safe return to his
father'’s capital. This was ultimately effected;
but in the meanwhile Mr. Hastings had other bu-
siness to conduct, and it pretty well engrossed both

YoL. liL o
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his time and attention. 'Through this, how:
ever, I cannot venture to follow him, because I
am unwilling to embark upon a complication of
details, every effort to unravel which would serve
but to weary, without at all exciting my own
interests or those of my reader. I, therefore, con-
tent myself with stating, that by his dealings with
the Vizier, he delivered that prince entirely from
the pressure of the resident’s domination, and that
having found for him ministers, both able and
willing to manage his affairs, he left him in their
bands, and never had cause to repent the arrange-
ment. In the province of Benares, likewise, he
affected great and important reforms. The city
appears, indeed, to have flourished under the
management of Mohammed Reza Cawn, a native
of whose integrity and talents Mr. Hastings en-
tertainéd the highest opinion, and whose portrait
hangs, or did hang when I was last there, in what
used to be Mr. Hastings's library at Daylesford.
But into the rural districts Mr. Fowke had con-
trived to introduce the most exquitite confusion ;
and these it became the Governor's duty to re-
model. He was not so immediately successful in
this case as in the regeneration of Oude, partly
becanse things were politically more confused,
partly because over Benares the famine had spread
with fearful violence. Nevertheless he constructed
a machinery for the future working of the state,
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and in due time the state reaped ample benefit
from it. After this he set put on his return to the
Presldency, his’ progress bowards which, as well
a8 his final prepara.tlons for qmttmg Indla, I shall
leavé him to describe for himself.

. The following letters, addressed to Mrs, Has-
tings, seem to me to be full of interest. They
certainly do'not describe the Begums as harbouring
any vindictive remembrance of i injuries sustained,
though they make a good deal of mention of these
ladies and of the feelings which they cherished
towards both the writer himself and his interesting

correspondent, though now far removed from
them :—

Benares, 24th September, 1784,
My dearest Marian,—My last letter was closed the
27th of last month, the day on which I left Lucknow.
I bad a very unpleasant and tedious journey, though
but of fifty miles, to Doondea-kéry where iny boats
Iay; for it began to rain assoon as] began mYy march,
and continued almost without remission fo the 2d
of this month, The plains were overflowed, and every
hollow way became an impassable river ; insomuch that
many people, and some of my own, were drowned in
attempting to pass the depths, which but a fortnight
before were dry ground. ' I myself was obliged to
cross one new born river on a raft which sunk below
the surface with my single weight, and a few hours
after wrecked my buggy, which is yet lying in the
channel where it fell. ' The borse, with my two other
favourites, were swum over, and safely landed in my
own presence. The Nabob was with great difficulty

o2
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persuaded to return to Lucknow, on the 2d, having
resolved to accompany me, not from affection, fo
Benares. We parted in great good humour, and I do
verily believe that his feelings and sentiments do
justice to the kindness which I have shown him. Yet
he is in vile hands, and it was to carry & paliry point
for his unworthy favourites that he was so earnest to
go with me, beyond the personal influence of his mi-
nisters. These men have urged him to some alarming
acts since his return, but without consequence ; nor
have I much apprehension for his future behaviour.
He well knows that if he loses my support he will be a
ruined man, and I have left Major Palmer, on whom 1
can securely depend, to remind him occasionally both of
his obligations and engagements ; and I shall stay at
this place one month, partly for the purpose of guard-
ing against any mischief that may be practised; and,
if necessary, which Geod forbid, to return fo Lucknow
for the last resource; I can be there in a journey of
two days, but I do not suspect that it will be neces-
sary. The Nabob solemnly promised that he would
not break a single thread of my arrangements, and
these, if undisturbed, will discharge all his debts to the
Company in the course of a year, and leave him a free
and independent man. His uncle, his mother, and
grandmother, the most respected of his family, are all
in my interest, and look upon me as the guardian of
their house; nor do I believe that T bave left an
enemy in all the Nabob’s dominions, except among the
most worthless, whose influence I have been the meuns
of repressing. But fo return to my travels: in these
the prince aecompanied me, or to speak with more pro-
priety, 1 attended him. On the 3d, we reached the
Ganges, and on the 5th, in an evil hour, put off, or
rather attempted it, against a strong wind, beating ns
on a lee shore. My beauntiful budgerow became almost
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in an instant a complete ruin. I reluctantly detail the
particulars. The rudder had been broken on the way,
which the sarang concealed from my knowledge, and
instead of repairing the damage, had loosely patched
and covered it from view. The budgerow was of course
unmanageable ; she was driving fast towards the bank,
the Daudees being unable either to keep her off, or
turigher, and a rapid stream hurrying her down at &
most furious rate. I ran up to the poop to see what
was the matter, and no sooner was my back turned,
than the frosh opened every window which 1 had left
faftened on the left side, which was presented to the
shore, which the blockhead had no sooner accomplished
than the stump of a tree, which my evil genius had
planted for the purpose, shaved them all from their
hinges ivi less than ten seconds, with a crash that I
am sure you must have felt, and will remember, if you
can remember where you were, and what were your
thoughts, at the time, which answers to two o’clock in
the afternoon of the 5th of September, in the longi-
tude of Doondea-kéry. At the sameinstant I saw the
rudder gone, and the old sarang in a state of stupe-
faction. It was & long time before he recovered his
senses enough to tell me that it was impossible to move
without a new rudder. I could not wait for so tedious
an operation, nor bear to look at the destruction
around me; and baving given vent for a reasonable
length of time, to a something too intemperate anger, -
I began coolly to reflect that I had been attended with
a long train of fortunate events; that it was the lot of
humanity to receive & mixtore of good and evil in the cup
of life, and that it was well that my portion of the bitter
had been administered to me in a substance which
could only give a temporary affliction. The damage
of a budgerow was not a subject of internal or lasting
grief; and I said it was well if it were no worse. To
avoid worse, I resolved to fly from the spot to which
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my ill fortune had attached itself, and leave it to com-
plete the mischief which was yet in #tore for me. Ac+
cordingly, having given the necessary orders for the
care of the budgerow, 1 took to the feelchehra, Mr,
Sulivan and Major Toone, who with Sir Thomas
Milis chanced to be with me, accompanying me. Sir
Thomas was sick and stayed. I called upon the prince,
made my excuses to him for leaving him, telling him
my melancholy story, and took my leave. The next
afternoon at three o’clock, we arrived at Mirsepoor,
landed and found Mr. John Scott there, and at dinner.
We stayed that night with him, and renewing our voy-
age the next morning by daylight, we reached Chunar
before eight. We were accommodated by Colonel
Achmuty in the new house built by Colonel Blair in
the fort, and continued his guests till our companions
joined us. In the mean time I was alarmed with the
report of a fresh calamity, The pinnaw, whick your
sarang (for I have not yet turned him away) had stuck
upon every sand between Calcutta and Allahabad, was
not arrived when 1 left Doondea-kéry ; and two gen-
tlemen assured me that they had passed it near Man-
niepoor (see the chart) upon a shoal where, as the water
had fallen considerably, she was likely to lie till the
next rains. [ had no remedy but patience, and never
bore misfortune with so much philosophy. If you have
ever seen me otherwise, it was because you had a share
in my vexations, and because I feel more for yours
than for my own. In the mean time I indulged in a
long interval of repose and comfort, and had arrived
in time to intercept a packet filled with all my letters
from England by the Surprise. These would pro-
bably have paseed me, had no accident obliged me to
deviate from the quiet track of my voyage; and from
these I learnt the complete overthrow of the men who
had been aiming so much mischief through me at the
Company, and the establishment as eomplete of my
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own reputation. On the 11th I had the pleasure to
see my pinnaw arrive in safety, and the prinee, who
had met with some accidents with his own, in posses-
sion of it. I conducted him that evening iw. great
parade to the fort, where a small mistake was com:
mitted in letting him see Mrs. Achmaty. and Mrs.
Showers. It was herfault, and I was not on my guard.
I privately apologized for it, desiring him not to form-
hisidea of English beauty from these models, assuring
bim that we had better. .1 carried him the next morn-
ing in the feelchehra to your gaut, and from thence
conducted him in safety to Mahdewdass’s garden,
where I left him as happy as a prince ought to be
proverbially. I am quartered partly at Markbam's
house on the plain of Schrowl, where I pass. the day,
and partly at a bungalow of Fowke’s in which I sleep,
Thus ends this chapter of my travels, which may be
properly named the chapter of accidents. 1 should
tell you that the bndgerow is now at Chunar, and I
have the promise of seeing her agam very shortly in a
state of complete repair.

It will be of consequence to you to know that, though
I have been much exposed to both extremities of heat
and wet, I have not suffered from either, having in.
variably preserved my health in every occasion of ex-
ertion, and never complaining but when I have been at
rest. My complaints, such as they are, evidently
proceed from the weather, and are languor, lassitude,
and inactivity. [ eat sparingly: I never sup, and am
generally a-bed by ten. I breakfast at six. I bathe
with cold water daily, and while I was at Lucknow twice
a-day, using sooreys cooled with ice. Though my
mind has laboured under a constant and severe load,
yet the business which has occupied it has been light,
with no variety to draw my attention different ways,
.and with little vexation. To these may be added,
that unless every body was in & conspiracy to deceive
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me, all ranks of people were pleased, not because I did
good, but that I did no ill. With such advantages I -
ought perhaps to be better. 1 am indeed infinitely
better'than 1 was at this season the last year, for then
I was miserably bad : but the best health that I gain
or can hope to gain in India, is but a palliative acquired
with continual sacrifices and unmanly attentions. I
‘want 2 multitude of aids to cure me thoroughly, all
which may be included in two comprehensive but com-~
fortable terms, a hard frost and my own fireside.

I cannot ascertain the time that I may remain here ;
the business of this place need not detain me ten days.
But I must wait a little longer to watch the course of
the business which I have lately quitted ; and I must
allow a longer time to dispose of the illustrious youth
who has in so extraordinary s manner thrown his for-
tunes into my hands. 1 cannot abarrdon a person of
such eminence who, on the credit of my will and ability
to serve him, has voluntarily encountered so many
difficulties to get to me ; and I feel for the honour of
my nation,' which is concerned in it: but my hands
are tied, and I can only work with poor expedients and
borrowed aids. But my fortune is in its flood, and as
the current of popular opinion floats with it, these to-
gether may bring about my decent acquittal of this
charge more effectually than anything that I can do
to accomplish it. Unfortunately his character gains,
instead of losing, by acquaintance. His faults are
trivial, and all grow out of his good qualities, and the
best of these is his temper, which is incomparably
cheerful and accommodating to every sitnation that he
is placed in. Was he mean, or arrogant, or petulant,
or unfeeling, or a fool, or vicious, I could easily Jet him
shift for himself. As he is the reverse of all this, I
must either econtrive to restore him, * with credit and
safety,” (these are the terms of the Board’s instruc-
tions,) to his father, or leave him here, or be loaded
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with him to Calcutta. The first is scarcely to be ef-
fected but by means which I may not use, and the
last I cannot allow even in supposition; and I have
many great objections o his remaining at Benares,
which I regard as the place of my own peculiar patron-
age, and I am afraid that his presence and influence
(for he bas sad people about him) will hurt the police
of the city, which has gained me great and "extended
reputation. God knows how it will ‘terminate. The
expectation is not a great encroachment on my time,
for I am not very anxious to change the dry and open
plain of Sukrowl for the deadly steams of Calcutta at
this season of the year ; nor, was I in Calcutta at this
-time, should I be of much service. Yet it is probable
that I shall think of moving about the middie of Oec-
tober. I think to make another short visit to Chunay,
partly to gratify the hospitable inclination of the good
old colonel, and partly my own curiosity, as I was unable
to go abroad while I was last there, on account of the
excessive heat of the weather. We have had a late
repetition of heavy rain, and hope we shall have no
more disagreeable heat.

Sir Thomas Mills, whom I left sick at the time of
the crash of my budgerow, bas been since in great
danger. He is now on the recovery, and mends fast ;
but it will be long before his constitution can have got
the better of the shock which it has received.

The above has been written with a view to its being
eopled by another hand, as I mean to send the whole
letter in duplicate, not for the value of what precedes
this, for if you can interest yourself in the detail of the
little events and casualties of my life, there is no one
else to whom they would not be disgusting. 1 now
proceed to the purport for which the letter was in-
tended, and for which, as it is of consequence that you
should be fully apprized of my intentions upon the
subject of it, I sball make a duplicate of it.
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On the 8th instant I received the packet of the
Surprise, with letters dated down to the 24th of April.
By these I received the first knowledge of the dissolu~
tion of Parliament, and the confirmation of the power
of the administration which then existed. Some inti~
mation was also imperfectly given me of an intention
to begig the new sessions with a Bill for the regulation
of the superior government of India, with assurances
that my credit stood very high both with the Company,
the Ministers, and the public, and that new and dis-
tinct powers were to be added to my office. Scott, in
all his letters, mixes, with a natural apprehension for my
health, and a feeling for what I must suffer in a pro-
tracted separation from you, both his own wishes, and.
those which he assures me are the wishes of the publie,
for my continuance another year in India. He will
doubtless have told you what he has writien, and
you will also know the more recent expectations of
others upon this point, and these may deceive you
with wrong conclusions respecting my own resolution
upon them. Hitherto nothing has passed which either
has, or ought to have made any change in my original
plan. On the contrary, 1 am more confirmed in my
determination of leaving Jodia in January next, by
every argument which has been urged against it.
Major Scott tells me that people are greatly alarmed
at the expectation of my going away, and that some
person of high authority said to him, “ Good God,
what shall we do if Hastings should throw up the go-
vernment!” 1 am provoked at such exclamations, and
almost displeased with Scott for being the dupe of
them. If it is expected that I should remain, why am
I not told so by authority, and trusted with the powers
pecessary to my station, and the expectations which
they build opon me, that I may remain for some useful
purpose? To me it is apparent, from every observation
that I bave made, that it is not the wish either of the
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present or . any other administration that I should, re-
main but as a cypher to keep the office open for the
gift of their own patronage. I am not pleaged to be
made so pitiful an instrument, and had 1 no other
reason, this alone should determine me to disappoint
those who treat me so woworthily. That I may not
appear too hasty in forming this conclusion, I will tell
youwhy I doit. When Mr. Fox introduced his Bill,
he began with . declaring, for the satisfaction of myp
friends, that no injury was intended against me ; yef
he immediately went on to a string of invective and
abuse of my conduct as the only groundwork on which
Me could support his own question, or prove the ne-
cessity of .wresting the authority from -the Company,
which he attempted to show was insufficient to control
that which had been delegated to me... Mr, Pitt with,
great ability defended the rights of t.he Compauny, but
weakened his own argument, by ma.mtmmng a pro-
found silence with regard to .every argument of his
adversary which bore any relation to me.  Had he
replied to those, he must have eaid eomething in my
vindication, . and unless that vindication had been as
strong as the charges which had been urged against
me, his cause would have suffered in the debate. But
if he had taken this line, he would have put it out of his
own power at a future time to remove me, for with what
grace could he attempt such an act .against one to
whose merits he had himself borne such ample testi-
mony? His private declarations made to Major Scott
ia his closet wre mere words, which cannot be quoted
as binding on his future decisions, and may be for-
gotten, or explained to any arbitrary meaning, and
were perhaps only intended 23 compliments of encou-
ragement from Mr. Pitt, who wanted materials, to
Major Scott, who could best furnish them, for the
_support of a great and critical question. He is now at
liberty to act by me as he pleases, to reappoint me with
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proper powers to my office, or to extend his own inte-
rests by conferring it on another better able to repay
the obligation. It was well known, when the Surprise
was yet in England, that I had fixed the period for my
departure, and that period must have been as well
known. If it was expected that I should defer it, I
ought to have been apprized of it by the only packet
that could apprize me of it in time. 1 shall not pro-
bably receive any subsequent despatches of a much later
date before the month of November, and by that time
I shall have made all my preparations, at least ail that
require expense, for my return. I have already spent
a little fortune in changing my first purpose of return-
ing to England when you did, for one charge would
have sufficed for both, both for the voyage,’and for our
future household. I cannot afford to lay out another
sum and allow the purpose of it to be defeated. Per-
haps it ;was intended to wait till something more de-
cisive should have passed in Parliament. That cannot
have happened, for it is not possible, before the month
of July, or at the soonest very late in June, and at
that season of the year, allowance being also made for
the time requisite to prepare the consequent despatches,
no advices could be sent to Bengal which could arrive
there before next February. And who will say that I
ought to wait their arrival, in the uncertain and surely
unreasonable expectation of their containing the mo-
tives for my longer stay? Of on what pretext can {
wait? I have declared my peremptory resolution to
depart, and bave called upon the Court of Directors to
obtain the nomination of my successor. The execu-
tion of this declaration was indeed announced for the
last year, but protracted on account of the distracted
state of the province of Oude, and my sense of the obli-
gation which it imposed upor me to continue for the
means of retrieving it. I am now pledged, or ecom-
mitted, to use a more fashionable word, to give np my
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place; and if I do not, I must assign some reason for
not doing it. I must either change my purpose, in
obedience to authority, or assume an air of contemp-
tible self-xmportance, and say on my own authority
that my services cannot be spared.
- If I was to be asked in what manver I could be au-
thorized to remain, I would answer thus:— ‘
The Court of Directors are authorized to send out
what orders they please to the Governor-general and
Council, which the Governor-general and Council are
bound to obey. They may order the Council to yield
me the lead, with the responsibility, in all points in
hich I shall think it of importance sufficient {o assume
both, and they shall differ fromme. Let the Directors
issue such an order, and require me, in virtue of it, to
remain; let their superiors, if such be their wish, inti-
mate it fo the Directors; and let it be personally sig-
nified to each of my colleagues that such a conduct is
expected from them, with a similar intimation to my-
gelf. I am far from presuming to expect such a defer-
ence to be paid to me. 1 only show the mode which
might be adopted by those who think, or affect to think,
more highly of me than I myself do. And with such
a mode of application I should deem myself bound,
against every consideration of domestic comforf, of
life, and of fortune, though I were now to sacrifice
them for ever, to remain, The m@de is obvious. If
it is practised, I must and will remain; if not, I will not,
though all my friends should umite in soliciting it,
unless you too joined them, which I hope and believe
is impossible. Something like what I have written
above, but not so full and explanatory, I have written
in my former letters, if in more than one. You will
now know by this with certainty whether you are, or
are not to expect me, by the knowledge which you will
possess of the orders which have been written to Bengal
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within the period necessary for my being in India to
receive them.

For my determination, and the grounds of it, as I
have stated both, I shall refer Major 8cott to you, be-
cause I think it a subjeet in which yon are most con-
cerned; and because I wish to accustom you to a
familiar acquaintance with such as have a near relation
tomy reputation, even though they were not, as this is,
connected with our common happiness. 1 could assign
other motives of equal weight in the scale of common
sense for my adhering to my present purpose, such as
my declining health, the loss of domestic happiness,
the probability of rendering this everlasting by a
longer residence in a climate become so noxious to me,
my inability to conduct the necessary measures of this
Government, with associates who are bound in an op-
position to me, and will not act on their own authority ;
the certainty of incurring censure for the effects of such
an opposition, both for what is, and what is not done,
for who will distinguish ? and the hazard of some fatal
disaster, perhaps of utter ruin, in consequence of the
same want of union, which is a want of government.
Add, that my income is not equmal to all my present
expenses; that I shall have hardly a competency, let
me arrive in England at whatever time; and that, as [
must go at some time, or yield to the course of nature,
I cannot go at a tifke of more quiet or public ease than
the present ; that it seems now necessary to compel my
superiors {o put an end to a state of suspension which
bas now lasted thirteen years, if anything will; and
that it is yet possible for me to arrive in time to yicld
my assistance, if I may be thought of consequence
enough to be consulted, in framing some plan for the
government of our possessions in India, which may
render them more profitable and lasting; or in pre-
venting some plan that may accelerate their ruin. It
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-is hard to see the good that I could do, and am not
permitted to do it; and harder to be made accountable
for the acts of others, and to be regarded as the only
manager of affairs, when I have no more than a single
vote with others who are determined to say no to all
that I propose.

So much for my public concerns. Read as much of
this to Major Soott as you think necessary for his know-
ledge, and‘store it all in 'remembrance for your own.
‘What a letter have 1 written; and- who that read it
without the direction would suspect it to be written by
a fond husband to his beloved wife? “Perhaps my other
letters, if intercepted, would appear to bear too much
of the real character of their writer, and atone more
than they ought for the contrary deficiency of this.
But the subject and -occasion required <it. The first
part was intended for a duplicate by another hand, and -
all that follows to this page for communication. I
‘have now carried forward the history of my life from
the 10th of January to this time, comprising the fol-
lowing parts or divisions: 1st, My residencein Caleutta
to the 17th of February; 2d, My journey to Lucknow,
ending the 27th of March; 3d, My residence at Luck-
now, a long chapter, closed the 27th of August; 4th,
Journey to Benares, 12th of September ; Lastly remain
to follow; 5th, My residence at Benares; 6th, My
return to Calcutta; 7th, Preparations for my voyage;
and 8th, The voyage. What variations, fortune, or the
will of God may have yet in store, I dare not attempt
to conjecture, I fear a multitude of unseen obstrue-
tions, for the great and interesting events of my life
have hitherto been ever regulated by an influence
overruling and defeating my determinations, making
these the instruments of its own decrees. But, cx-
cepling my separation from you, I have no great cause
to murmur ; but the contrary. In one instance of dis-
appointment, which 1 thought at the time a cruel one,
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I now believe that I was most fortunate. You will
probably recollect to what I allude. 1 will flatter my-
self that the worst is past, and the best yet to come at
the period to which my hopes originally fixed it. I
have yet no news of the Royal Charlotte, the ship ex-
pected from St. Helena.

1st of October.—I am indeed a fortunate man, and
am tempted to adopt the term even fo superstition ;
and no wonder, for the belief has seized others long
since, and universally. . The last sentence of the pre-
ceding paragraph was the beginning effort of a con-
tinuation of my letter, and would probably have been
followed by some very foolish reflections, which were
prevented by some abrupt, I know not what interrup-
tion. Last night, at about nine o’clock, Major Sands
brought me the news of Phipps's arrival at Calcutta,
and may God bless them both for it! a short but
blessed letter from you, dated the 15th of May, the
day of your departure from St. Helena, and written on
board the Atlas. It tells me only that you were safe
on board and well, but it tells enough, and it is written
in the language of cheerfulness and of affection. 1
have also letters from Mr. Corneille, Markbam, and
Phipps himself, which all assure me that you had re-
ceived benefit from the voyage, and looked better,
Markham says, than he had ever seen yon. T am satis-
fied ; 1 have nofears for what was to follow. My dread
proceeded from the reiterated afliction which you had
suffered from the first ceremonious partiog with your
friends in Calcutta, and with Calcutta, to the departure
of the pilot, and from the violeuce of the sea-sickness,
with poor Cleveland's death in addition, acting on a
frame too delicate for such accumalated agitations.
All my past doubts, and the fixed gloom which has
so long overspread my imagination, are dissipated,
like the darkness before the equinoetial sun rising on
the plains of Suckrowl—(do, my Marian, allow me to
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talk nonsense,) and have given place to the confident
hope that every dreaded obstruction will follow them,
and that I am once more destined to happiness. Iam
already happy ; for as Grod is my witness that I prefer
your happiness to my own, I feel the measure of my
present joy full, with the information which I have re-
cently received. Captain Phipps writes that he had
your orders to deliver your packet to me with his own
hand, and he is coming with it. I have written to ac-
celerate his coming by relays of bearers from two or
three stages beyond Patna; but as the roads have been
unusually overflowed by the_rains and the swelling of
the river, he may not be here this week yet. But I
have food enough for my heart to feast on for more
than a weck-to come. Now gravely attend to what
follows, and judge whether 1 have not reason to be
superstitious. The despatches which Phipps is bring-
ing were closed, and delivered on the 15th of May, and
were the first which you have writlen. My first letters
which were written for conveyance by land, and pro-
bably the first that you will have received written after
my departure from Calcutta, were also despatched on
the 15th of May. The same coincidence of dates has
likewise appeared in that of your arrival at St, Helena,
and the departure of the Surprise from England, both
on the 28th of April. I shall compare your journal
with my own for more simjlarities.

At what a time will you have arrived in England !
If nothing has happened between the Surprise’s de-
parture and your landing, to change the public opinion
of your husband, (and I think it not likely that if
should have been changed,) you will find his name
standing in high and universal credit, and what a wel-
come will it be to you! I have now but oue wish re-
maining—(yes, one more,) viz., to be able to leave the
stage of active life while my fortune is in the z¢nith of

YOL. IIL. P
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its prosperity, and while I bave a constiiution yet re-
pairable.

I mast repress myself, for if I write all that the ful-
ness of my heart is ready to dictate, I shall never come
to an end, and I have this to copy. How it is to go, I
know not. 1 shall trust one to Mr, Boddam, and the
other to Mr. Hay in Calcutta, to be despatched as cach
shall find means. Adieu, my beloved, my most de-
serving and lovely Marian. May the God whose good-
ness I have so wonderfully experienced, bless you with
health, safety, and comfort, and me with the reposses-
sion of my sweet Marian! Amen! Amen! Amen! I
never loved you so much as I do at this instant, and as
1 have loved you since the delightful news of last night.

P. S.—Remember me affectionately to Mrs. Motte.

8th of October.—Phipps arrived yesierday morning
before seven, and delivered me your letter. 1 am the
happiest man living ; but it is not in a P. 8. that 1 can
answer it, or say—no, nor can a folio volume describe—
what my feelings have been, and are from the perusal
of it. Let meonly assure you that I will comply most
sacredly with your injunctions. 1 leave you to recollect
them. One you cannot have forgotten. May the God
of goodness guard and bless you. How wonderful has
been his goodness to both, and 1 will trust in its con-
tinuance. I will not believe that I have been raisedin
my hopes above the heightg of mortality, to be dashed
to the earth with a severer fall. Your permission, my
Marian, was unnecessary. All mankind knew it as
soon as 1 did, and some before, and in truth I think
all the world is mad with joy for it. But I forgot my-
self. I shall hasten to Calcutta, and, if possible, leave
it again before the end of this year. - Adieu, my most
beloved ! Adieu! '

11th of October.—The shawl eommission which you
gave to Johnson is exeented. 1 have not seen the
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shawls ; but Cashmeereemall has brought me others of
his own taste, which are beautiful beyond imagination ;

and I have countermanded the shaw! handkerchiefs

ordered in your letter. Why should I provide paltry -
things for you, when I carry with me inimitables ?

To the faIme,.
_ Calentta, 14th November, 1784

My dearest Marian,—I despatched my last number
pn the 20th October from Benares to Mr. Boddam to
be forwarded by land with public advices of the death
of Mr. Wheler. This event determined me to quicken
my return to Calcutta. Having accordingly crowded
into two days the business which I had before allotted
to ten, I took my leave of the Prince on the 21st, and
began my departure the next morning at four o’clock ;
and thus ended the « Chapter of Benares.” The
Prince had before fixed on the 29th for beginning his
march to Furrukhabad. there to treat for his return on
terms of honour and safety to his father's court. I have
given him the atfendance of my own body-guard, and
provided for the additional retinue of five battalions of
the Nabob Vizier's sepoys; besides employing what
personal influence I possessed to promote his success.
My feelcherra carried me that night to Buxar, where I
slept, and proceeded (to the great regret of Mr. Eaton)
the next morning, the 23d. At eight that evening I
arrived at Patoa, halted one day, and returned to my
boat after supper. At half-past ten the following night
I reached Baugulpoor, where I found Mr. and Mrs.
Chapman, with a host of friends ; your good friend, Mrs.
Powney, among the foremost, sta.ndmg ou the ghaut,’
‘nnd almost in the water, to receive me. I must not
omit Miss Touchet. Here I waited two days for Dr.
Balfour, who had insisted on accompanying me to Cal-
cutta, and had promised to join me at Patna, but

PR
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missed me. On the 27th, after supper, I took my
leave of my two excellent friends, and departed. (Mrs.
Chapman is, in your sense of the word, very happy.)
At twelve we passed the dreadful rocks of Cohlgong,
and as the moon was full, and shone very bright, I or-
dered the manjee to steer between them and the shore,
expecting to find some remains of the memorable
vortex of 1782 ; but my virtue was not worth the trial :
my curiosity only was gratified by a clear display of
the cause of the eddy, which was a nulla tumbling
down in the month of August with a flood from the
hills, and meeting the stream of the river rendered
more rapid by the obstruction of the rocks. The nulla
was now dry, and only showed a hollow, like a notch,
in the bank. But I must abridge my journey. I ar-
rived at Rangametty on the 29th, at sunrise, stayed
there a day and a half with Sir John and Lady D’Oyley,
and by making a small journey from Dowdpoor to
near Nuddea by land, got to Scoksaugur at noon on
the 31st. The Begum sent me more than one message
expressive of her disappointment at my passing the
city, as she had prepared an clegant display of your
couches and chairs for my entertainment. These are
since arrived, with a letter for you, recommended most
earnestly to my care. There are two couches, eight
chairs, and two footstools, all of the former patterns,
except two of the chairs, which are of buffalo horn,
most delicately formed, and more to my taste than the
others; not designed for fat folks, nor romps; nor
proper for you, my elegant Marian, to use in the
presence of your husband. I bad originally deter-
mined to make Sooksaugur the termination of my
journey, and Mr. Stables’s absence, whom I had left
at Rangametty,—not so rapid a traveller as Mr. and
Mre. Hastings, rendered my speedier return to Cal-
cufta every way unnecessary. Here I received letters
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from Major Scott, dated the 15th May, followed by an
overland packet, without a letter from him; it was not
bis fault; but with one from -the Court of Directors,
dated the 15th June, as unpleasing as any that I ever
received from that body in the time of General Cla-
vering. Scott will tell you its purport, and my con-
duct regarding it. I can learn nothing of my own
destiny by this packet, and indeed I suspect that it
as hurried away without notice, lest I should. The.
Inly circumstance which it contains fo. please me is
‘that the news of your arrival at St. Helena had already
reached England. I hope it will contribute to make
them more decided before the next despatch.. I am
literally sick of suspense; yet I will wait for one more
packet to take my final resolution. In the mean-
time I have engaged a passage in the Barrington,
and as the Board (that is Mr. Macpherson) had before
destined her despatch to take place on the 20th of
“this month, I have desired them to revoke the order,
which they have agreed to, and she is to wait for me.
Thus far T have proceeded with great deliberation.
My most zealous friends are very desirous of my re-
maining till I am relieved by an appointed successor;
but their reasons are such as I can never adopt, nor
allow ; nor will I on any consideration stay tilt my suc-
cessor arrives, if I can get away, though it be but a
day, before his arrival. I still abide by the resolution
which I communicated to you in my letter of the 24th
of September, that is to say, * If I am required by
suthority to stay, and have the powers given me which
ought to belong to my office, and proper objects are
assigned for my stay, I will stay, however repugnant it
may be to my own feelings, or hazardous to my health:
but I will not stay with my present colleagues to
thwart me, and impede all my endeavours; mnor will I
stay, merely to fill up the gap of my office until it
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may suit the convenience, eaprice, or worse motive, of
my superiors to fill it.” As yet I am at liberty to
make my option ; but I think that I cannot remain so
longer than till the arrival of the next despatch from
England, which I suppose must be here in another
month. I am not sure that I ought to wait longer for
it, but form my conclusions and my determination on
the delay itself. My health I shall make no considera-
tion, nor will I form my determination on any injuries
done me by the Directors, my new friends. At the
same time I must tell you that I fear that I have
gained no more than a suspension from sickness, but
have added nothing to the strength of my constitution
by my late absence from Calcutta. I have been ailing
ever since my return. Every night I have a regular
return of feverish symptoms, for I cannot call them a
~ fever; and the sweclling in my ancles, which I thought

had totally left me, has again returned. Inshort, I am
little better, but surely something better, than I was this
time last year. I am resolved, however, that 1 will not
be sick ; nor, if { shall be compelled to sacrifice another
year of my life to the service, will I stay beyond June
in Calcutta, while there are such climates as Bauagul-
poor and Benares to repair to. I iniend to get the
Barrington’s saltpetre given to her immediately, and
shall propose to load her, with the declaration of my
resolution to'depart. I do mot apprehend that either
of my colleagues will attempt to stop me. I wait with
inconceivable anxiety for the news of your arrival, and
with terror for the event which must have passed long
before this. May God preserve yon, whatever may be
my lot; and yef, if possible, reunite us! Adieu, my
beloved !

We have yet met but three in Council, but hitherto
have sat in good humour. Macpherson is sick ; and so
am I; yet 1 am sure that it is wholly comstitutional. I
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have laboured hard, and my mind harder: my spirits,
sink with the state of suspense and doubt which I re-
main in. O, that I could reveal to you all that it is
filled with. Gloomy as my thoughts are, you would be
pleased with the review of them. Again, may God
bless you, my beloved! I dare not add more, though
my heart swells with the addition.

To the mme.
Calcatta, 26th December, 1784.

My beloved Marian,—1I have received your letter of
the 3d of August, informing me of your safe arrival in
England. 1 received it on my return from the play.
I could not go to bed, but sat reading it till past two,
and afterwards lay long after counting three without
being able to close my eyes. Whether I was happy,
or unbappy in reading it, I cannot tell you. I fear, my
disappointment on one subject equalled my joy for
your safety, the close of your perils, and the promise
that you would soon be as well as you ever had been
at any period of your life. 1 have since thought only
on the good; and I thank God for it. The attentions
shown to yon on your arrival, though what I expected,
make no smwall part of my rcjoicing. Something might
at the first have been yielded to you on my account;
more, surely, to your character which had preceded
you, and your character is marked with virtues, all
original, and such as would naturally excite curiosity
and respect; but I am certain that they who were
your first visitors would have wished to repeat their
visits early and stimulate others with the same desire
to see you.

I read much in your letter to a.dmu-e, to be de-
_ lighted with ; but nothing that I can reply to. 1 am
pleased that my sister received you at Portsmouth, and

that you like her. I am pleased, too, that you are
pleased with Mra. Caillaud.
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You say, ‘¢ you fear they will keep me another year
from you.” No, my Marian; they shall not; nor do 1
apprehend it to be the wish of those who have it in
their power to detain me. Upon this subject I have
written fully to Scott, who will show you what I have
written, The sum of it is, that as I have received the
most incontestable proofs of the minister’s indisposition
to me, if I receive no other advices, or no letier from
England by the 31st of January, I will wait no longer,
but instantly embark. Still one chance may dctain
me, which will be the refusal of my present eolleagnes
to give me the assurance, which I promised the Nabob
Vizier that I would demand, of their punctual ad-
herence to my engagemenis with bim. I have no
doubt that they will promise it in the manner that I
shall prescribe; and it will not be safe for them to
break it. As to the Fox, I do not expect to see her
here, though I should wait for her till the end of
February.

I have written so much by the Surprise, that I have
nothing left but repetition. She sailed from Culpee
the 14th, and carried four leiters from me. One, No.
26, a duplicate ; the original gone to Bussora. No. 27
contained a copy of my letter to the Court of Directors,
dated 22d of November ; a translation of your firmaun,
and a list of shawls given in charge to Captain Price.
No. 28 contained a letter from Munny Begum, a letter
written to you by the Prince, and translations of both.
Both letters, indeed all three, are intolerably long,
The captain had also charge of two shawls in one
package, and your firmaun. The first was a present
from the Prince; but of no other value.

I shall enclose in this nothing but a correct copy of
the Prince’s narrative. If it is good for nothing else,
it is at least a beautiful specimen of good penman-
ship.
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But what have:I to do with letters or enclosures?

If I am in luek, I shall be with you as soon as this;
for since I wrote the preceding, I have received and
studied Mr, Pitt’s bill, and receive it as 80 unequivocal
a demonstration that my resignation of the service is
expected and desired, that I shall lose no time in pre-
paring for the voyage. It is now determined, not ab-
solutely, because I must first exact from Mr. Macpher-
son his engagement to abide by my settlement with
fthe Nabob Vizier, and I have no doubt of his
acquiescence. This point settled, it is determined
absolutely, absolutely. 1 will wait for no advices.
They have given me my freedom, and opened the road
to my happiness. Yet, my Marian, forgive me. Ido
not feel the joy which I ought. I am too much
attached to my public character and its relations, and
dread the ruin which I sce impending over them. But
I have acquitted myself of all my obligations, and am
not accountable for the crimes or errors of others. 1
have given Sande and Francis their charge for pre-
paring everything for the embarkation, and am going
as soon as this is closed to whisper Mr. Barton to
hasten the lading of the Barrington. May Heaven
prosper my design, bless my Marian, and speedily re-
unite us with every necessary means of happiness in
our possession! If I have enough for a decent sub-
sistence, I want no pensions, and despise titles. At
this instant I have but one wish, and a lttle one an-
nexed fo it ; and, O God, grant them! Amen.

To the same.
Calcuttn, 10th January, 1785,
My dearest Marian,—I believe I said in my last that
1 should sail early in this month. I did write so to
Major Scott; but it was from a recent impression,
which a slight copsideration effaced, and left in its
place the resolution which I had before formed of
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waiting till the 31st; and on the 31st I intend to take
my leave, if no great event intervenes, and I can form
no conjecture of any that ean detain me longer. It is,
indeed, very much-my desire to be gone before any
advices can arrive from England for a reason which I
cannot trust to writing, but which you, my Marian,
will applaud, and the public ought to applaud if they
knew it.

I have declared my intention to Mr. Macpherson and
to Mr. Stables. Both have assured me that they will
not break my engagements with the Nabob of Oude;
and Mr. Macpherson has promised me in the most
pointed manner that he will in everything make my
example the rule of his conduct.

We shall touch no where in the voyage, and Cap-
tain Johnson hopes to complete it in four months. It
is therefore probable that I shall be with you before
you receive this letter. Why, therefore, should 1
lengihen it? _

1 have not been well since my return fo Calcutts ;
but I do not charge my complaints entirely to my con-
stitution, nor entirely to the climate, nor to both; for
my mind has been kept in continual fatigue, and will
bave little repose till I am out of pilot's water.

- May God preserve you in bealth, and promote and
prosper our meeting !

Till then, adien, my beloved! Look at the date of
this. How different are my present prospects from
those which I had at this time the last year.

This day I shall keep sacred. I shall give much of
it to business, but ro part of it to sociely. Remember
me affectionately to Mrs. Motte..

To the sxme.
Caleutts, 31st January, 1795,
My dearest Marian,—To-morrow morning I take my
leave of Calentta. The captain is gone, and will be
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ready to weigh as soon as he sees my flag. The
Hussar, a Danish ship, is also on the point of sailing,
with Mr. and Mrs. Halhed, passengers. As she has
the reputation of greater speed even than the Barring-
ton, and Captain Johnstone himself (our captain)
thinks that she may get home before us, I therefore.
write this in prevention of such an event, lest you
should be alarmed by it, to inform you of the proba-
bility that it may happen, that I am on the way, and
fthat I am well, in defiance of all my cares, anxieties,
and troubles. More I need not say, as I cannot easily -
support the thought of its being of use to say even so
much as I have said,

May God prosper me in my voyage, and preserve
you, my sweet Mariap, in health and safety.
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CHAPTER VIIL.

Mr. Hastings's position at Home and Abroad—Departare from Indis—
Return to England—Reception—Re-muion with Mrs, Hutmgl—Caﬂe-
spondence with the Court of Directors,

Berore I turn my page in the history of the great

man of whose long and chequered career I have

undertaken to be the chronicler, it will be neces-
sary to advert to certain circumstances, which,
though vaguely hinted at in some of the letters
introduced into the previous chapter, have not yet
received, either there or elsewhere, the full mea-
sure of notice which they deserve. Enough has,
indeed, been said to show, that of his high, and
responsible, and thankless situation, Mr, Hastings
had for some time become weary. Thwarted in
all his favourite measures, or else compelled to
carry them out by a species of moral violence ;
checked and reproved by his superiors at home in
cases where he had a right to anticipate praise;
made the subject of frequent and bitter and acri-
monious debate in the House of Comwmons, and of
censure in the King’s Cabinet; no motive of
inferior weight to that which swayed him, -namely,
an earnest desire to serve his country in spite of her-
gelf, could have detained him one moment, after the
departure of Mrs. Hastings for Europe, upon the
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stage of public lifé. Yet such was the strength
of his feeling on.this head, and so clear and well
arranged were his ideas regarding it, that to the
last he seems to have deluded himself into a per-
suasion that all would come right in the end.
From the change in the King’s Councils, which
brought Mr. Pitt and his friends into office, Mr.
Hastings anticipated much. He was aware, no
ﬁou]_)t, that they, not less than their predecessors,
were, in some sort, pledged to effect great and im-
portant changes in the constitution of the Company’s |
governments. But he believed that these changes
would neither affect the existence of the Com-
pany’s rights, considered as a chartered body, nor
fail to strengthen the hands of the local authorities
where they most required it. Moreover, Mr.
Hastings, having repeatedly communicated with the
different Cabinets, and stated his own views clearly
and explicitly on the subject, was encouraged to
expect not only that they would serve 2s a ground-
work for the ministerial device, but that to him,
as the real author of the improved system, the care
of bringing it first into play would be entrusted.
Accordingly he lingered on, after all the ties of
his home were severed, and he had formally com-
municated to the Court of Directors his desire
‘that a successor might be appointed, for the single
purpose, as his correspondence shows, of ascer-
taining how far in the Bill which Mr. Pitt was
understood to have proposed, justice would be done,



222 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS,

not to his views alone, but to his public and private
character as a statesman. It is not worth while to
insert any of his letters, written at this time, which,
whether official or otherwise, breathe the same spirit
throughout, namely, a self-devotion, a zeal for the
public service, and a total forgetfulness of personal
interests and feelings to which I have nowhere
found a parallel. For the only one among them all
which might have thrown some new light on the
history of the writer's character, namely, that ad-
dressed to Mr. Pitt, I bave not been able to discover,
though I have searched for it in every quarter
where there appeared the smallest chance of success,
and find constant allusions to it in other portions of
the correspondence which he kept up all this while
with his friends and supporters.

Mr. Hastingg’s opinion of the talents and dis-
position of Mr. Pitt appear to have been at one
time very high. “1I wish,” he says in a commu-
nication to Major Secott, in which the fact of his
having written to the new prime minister is noticed,
* that he would take the trouble 10 read my other
letters concerning the prince, which you will have
in succession in the present despatches. Do you
present my letter to him. I do not choose to give
‘you a copy of it, out of respect to the person to
whom I have addressed it. Indeed, I bave pot
time, if I thought it right, as it was with diffi-
culty, with the aid of two hands, that T could get
it written fair in time. It contains much informa-
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tion little known, and though laboured to be con-~
cise, it fills six sheets. Would to God that I was
in England. I could give to such a man my
labour with pleasure, without office or reward, or
desire of either.” The letter from which this
extract is taken bears date 11th December, 1784,
It was written ere any information respecting either
the India Bill or Mr, Pitt’s method of introducing
&t into the House of Commons had reached him,
and is therefore filled with proud and happy.-anti-
cipations of the benefits about to be secured by it to
the Company, to the people of India, and to himself.
But the passage of a few days sufficed to dispel the
illusion. The following tells its own tale in lan-
guage which I could not improve, and I therefore
ingert it at length.

To Major ScorT.
Calcatia, 26th Deoemlm 1784, .

My dear Scott,—On the 20th I had the inexpressible
happiness to receive your land packets of the 3rd of
August, with one from Mrs. Hastings, containing the first
intelligence of her safe arrival in England. Yours were
dated the 11th June and 2nd and 3rd of August. I sus-
pect that the original of the first, for this was a copy, was
intended for the Directors’ packet of the 19th June. All
my feelings on the perusal of these despatches were en-
grossed by a private subject; I could, therefore, well

_ bear my disappointment in the public advices. I regret
that you could not send me a copy, or an abstract at
least, of Mr. Pitt’s billL I received an abstract from



224 MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS.

Mr. Boddam ; but it was very imperfect, and in some
parts erroncous. I have, however, studied and cor-
rected it by the newspapers and printed debates, and
have conceived a full idea of its tenor, scope, and sub-
stance. It has destroyed all my hopes, both here and
at home ; for, let its defects be what they may, I con-
clude that that is for some ycars at least irrevocable
and irreparable. There is one which I suspect nobody
foresaw in it : that it will throw all the wealth of the
Company’s servants into the hands of the foreign
traders, and drive many, by the dread of a tribunal,
which is already regarded with all the horrors of an
inquisition, into other countries.

My situation is become worse than it was, and I fear
I must form my final resolution upor this unofficial
report of it, as I cannot expect the Fox to arrive before
the month of March, to which period I cannot wait
with the mtoral certainty that her despatches, come
when they will, will contain the prescribed grounds of
my recall.

Mr. Pitt’s introductory speech is a very unpleasant
indication of his disposition towards me, and is in effect
more inimical to me, as, under the cover of moderation
and candour, it admits all the slanders which Mr. Fox
and Mr. Burke rendered ineffectual by the personal
rancour which they manifested in their first promulga-
tion of them. It contains the same indiscriminate
abuse of the Company’s servants, and this is expressed
in the same trite epithets, on which he dwells with a
most disgusting emphasis and reiteration. Nor will it
avail me that my name is mot mentioned, nor any
allusion made to my conduct, since the criminations
must have been heard and read in connexion with
slanders, which were recent in every man’s remembrance.
Take the following examples from the printed debates
which you have given me . —

-
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Page 135.—¢ It must on all hands be admitted,
that there doth exist a great and urgent necessity for
the interference of the Legislature with regard to the
East India Company and the future government of our
possessions in India.”

Page 140.—* The first and prmc:pa.l object will be
to take care to prevent the Government (i e. Bengal)
from being ambitious and bent on conquest. Propen-
sities of that nature have already involved India in
great expenses, and cost much bloodshed. Ambition
and trouble are companions but too often; and they
have proved particularly hurtful to our interests in
India, &e. 8c.”—What follows is worse in its principle
than in its implication of my character.

Page 148.— The retrenchment of ' our establish-
ments in that country.—At present it is a well-known
fact that all our establishments there are very con-
siderably overcharged; at any rate, therefore, there
must be no augmentation suffered, &ec.” <« It will be
necessary by proper provisos to compel the execution
of these points, and the better to guard against the
continuance of that rapacity, plunder, and extortion,
which is shocking to the feelings of humanity and dis-
graceful to the national character, &ec. &e.”

age 149.-~With regard to disobedience :—¢ Such
persons shall be considered as guilty of offences punish-
able in the degrees stated in the bill, which shall con-.
tain a special exception of those guilty of disobedience
of ovders, and other crimes, which, from the conse-
quences being of a most fatal tendency, must be
punished with great severity.”

Page 150.— Either a new process must be insti-
tuted, or offences equally shocking to humaaity, oppo-
site to justice, and contrary to every principle of re-
ligion and humanity, will prevail unchecked, uncon-
trolled, and unrestrained.”

.YOL. IIl. Q
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-Page 152.~—« And as a further ‘means of rendering
such a tribanal awful, and its plans of preventing the
perpetration of crimes shocking to humanity from con-
tinuance effectual, it should be armed with the power
of examining the parties charged as delinquents by in-
terrogatories as to the value of their effects, &e. &e.”

Why, Scott! what devil has Mr. Pitt dressed for his
exemplar, and clothed with such damnable attributes
of ambition, spirit of conquest, thirst of blood, propen-
sity to expenee and troubles, extravagance and impro-
vidence in creating overcharged establishments, diso-
bedience of orders, rapacity, plunder, extortioni!! It
is a pity that the thirst of blood was ont of its place.
Had it closed the list, it would have made a complete
climax, gradually heating the imagination to a degree
of abhorrence due to the utmost perfection of human
guilt. But lest this effect should be lost, Mr. Pitt
winds up his description in a general display by which
the great prototype of the mighty master’s mind shines
forth in the full blaze of complicated horror; armed
with crimes shocking to the feelings of humanity, dis-
graceful to the national character, fatal in their ten-
dency, opposite to justice, and eontrary to every prin-
ciple of religion and morality!!! And am I this
character 7 Assuredly not: but most assuredly was it
the declaimer’s intention to fix it upon me ; for much
of this, and the whole in substance, but with less ag-
gravation, had been before given to me by my avowed
enemies, and no part of it {o any individual but myself,
I am therefore the sole proprietor of the whole aggre-
gate allowance.

Perhaps, if 1 were to reproach him with the gross
injury which he has done me, he would deny the inten-
tion. But why should he? He is above my reach;
and 2 mind capable of using such insidious means to
taint an innocent character with such a mass of infamy
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may easily affect to glory in the consciousness of its
own virtue, and lay claim to the public applause for
such a manifestation of it. But it may be said, that
the crimes which Mr. Pitt has enumeraied.were de-
signed only for argument, theoretically proving by a
necessary deduction that such ‘must be the conse-
quences of a government not, constituted on systematic
principles, and subsisting without an efficient control,
He has taken care to obviate this construction of his
expressions; he does mot state what might be, but
#ffirms that it actually existed, and declares the object
of his bill to be to prevent the © continuation” of it—a
word six times implied by the construction, and thnce
used in direct terms.-

I will do nothing precipitately, nor determme on any
act while I féel my mind warmed with a sense of
personal injury; neither shall such impression be
allowed fo have any, even the faintest, share in forming
my ultimate election; but I may be allowed to draw
conclusions from the demonstration which the minister
has afforded me of his dispositions towards me, in de~
fault of the avrival in time of those orders from home
which I have declared shail determine me to resign the
service or to retain it. It may not have been prudent
or convenient for- him to have proposed my removal
from office directly ; but it is impossible that, thinking
me, or affecting to think me, such a man as he has de-
scribed me, he should either desire me to remain, afford
me his confidence, or add to my powers. And as the
new system has thrown the whole authority of the
Company into his hands, I may conclude with & moral
certainty that the mext regular official advices, come
when they may, will be such as I have etated to be—if
not an express, equivalent to an express, order for my
recall.

If T hear no more from England by the Blst of

Q2
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January, I will allow that period to elapse; but will
most certainly form my determination then on the
knowledge which I already possess, though not official,
nor such as may be called authentic. This is in strict
consistency with all my past declarations; but these
seem not to be credited; and even you, my friend,
write as if I had never made them.

By the Surprise 1 wrote to Mr. Pitt, and sent the
letter to you sealed, deeming this a necessary respect,
with a request that you would deliver it. 1 do mow
most heartily repent that I wrote it, though 1 most
enthusiastically believed every syliable that either
bestowed praise on him, or implied a trust in bis
candour for the effect of my opinions. These too 1
" find, in all points, diametrically opposite to his; and
the only reception that I now expect for it is such as
Mr. Francis would give it—that it will be sneeringly
called a fine poetical fiction. And let it be so. But
enough of it.

I have begun a plan of retrenchment, which already
comprises almost the whole civil establishment. On
the 20th I read it privately to Macpherson and Stables
in Council, the secretaries being ordered to withdraw;
and I premised it by an offer to make it in terms the
joint act of the Board, if they approved it They
seemed pleased with it ; and Stables, in 2 very earnest
manner, thanked me for it; but both desired to eon-
sider it (which I thought very proper), and Mr. Stables
took it home with him. 1 bave not talked with either
upon it since; but I think it will pass; and I will
follow it with a larger retrenchment of the military
establishments. Both will be publicly ascribed to me,
and will draw on me infinite odium ; for 2 multitade of
servants will be deprived of very lucrative emoluments,
and some of them men who have strong claims upon
me by patronage from home. Perhaps, too, Mr. Piit,
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instead of thanks, will reproach me with these attempts
at reformpation as demonstrations of the truth of his
representation of the corruptions requiring it. Yet I
will steadfastly pursue my purpose, and most fervently
pray that this good act may close my service. I shall
leave nothing else to be donex

One more good work has been effected ; and that too
ig liable to the same unpopular consequences. I found

Mr. Macpherson on my arrival engaged in a contest
with Colonel Gordon about military authority.. Th
Government of Madras had sent seven broken corps J
the King's forces, with above cighty officers, to Ben-
gal, to be subsisted or sent home ; some without
any official notice. Colonel Gordon, the King's senior
officer, had, received orders from General Campbell,
his superior on the coast, restricting the recruiting
service ; and Colonel Gordon denied the right of the
Board to act in this or any other point which respected
the King's service but by hie authority, and ¢kat he
refused to grant, except in the terms of his orders from
General Campbell. He on a late occasion went
further, and protested against the appointment of a
court martial held without his warrant. .

On ail these pomts the decisions have been complete

1 will get copies of them made to go with this. The
sum of all is this :—

- 1st. That as many of the King’s officers as can be
. ‘accommodated with passages to England on the Com-
pany’s ships shall be allowed them, with an allotment
of seven for every ship.

2nd. That such officers as choose it shall be allowed

a liberal allowance as passage-money, and. provide for

themselves.—This has given genersl satisfaction,

3rd. That all the King's soldiers whose term of
service is expired, according to the King's proclama-
tion, and are willing to enlist with the Company, shall
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be recruited without regard to General Campbelll
exceptions.

4th. That neither Colonel Gordon nor Greneral
Campbell, nor any King's officer, has a legal right to
grant warranis for courts martial, that authority being
exclusively in the Board. -

The other regulations are mere provisions to render
these effectual,

Colonel Gordon is a genteel and liberal officer ; but

seems to be too much in dread of the reproach of

serting the cause of his corps. He and I are still on
the best terms ; and I yet hope to make him instru-
mental in procuring for us the recruits which we want.
They are absolutely necessary, when we are on the eve
of a large reduction of the native corps; for, if they
should say we will not be reduced, I do not know how
we could compel them but by a greater sirength in
our own countrymen.—I am, my dear Scott, your most
affectionate.

P.S. 1 forgot to mention that Mr. Macpherson and
Mr. Stables, who have both seen the debates, draw the
worst conclusions to my interest, and no good ones to-
their own, from them, But their fears are over. They
see themselves fixed, and me unsupported at home, |
will put their moderation to the test m the course of
the next week.

1 thank you for your speech of three minutes in
vindication of the service. Neither arithmetic nor
geometrical reasoning can furnish a reply to such an
argument; yet the flippancy of Mr. Francis'slogic may
prove, or affirm without designing to look for proof,
that of the numbers who have not returned from Ben-
gal with fortuues, one half spent them abroad with
extravagance, and the rest are dead with debauchery.

December 27th—I have seen, read, and abstracted
Mr. Pitt's bill. It has determmed me. I shall make
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an early trial of my colleagues on the affairs of Qude;..
and if they will engage to.abide by my engagements
there, I will depart as soon as the Ba.rrmgton is ready
She is now loading.

The determination avowed in this letter Mr.
Hastings lost no time in carrying into effect. He
made his appeal to the Council ; he received from
them an assurance that the affairs of Oude would
be carried on according to the system which he
bhd devised; and he conveyed to the Court of

Directors a formal resignation of his powers in the
. following terms :—

To the Honourable Coun'r of DirgcTonRs of the Honourable United EaAst
Inpia Company. ‘

Fort William, January, 1785.
-Honourable Sirs—Some authentic advices which ¥
‘have received by land from England since the despatch of
the Surprise have determined me toleave this Govern-

ment at the close of this month, and to take my passage
for England in your ship the Barrington.

It would be to assume an unwarranted self conse-
quence to assign the reasons for this departure from
the letter, though with a strict adherence to the prin-
ciple of the declarations which I made in my last ad-
dress, dated 22d November, by the Surprise. Yet I
may be allowed, in a very few words, to state that I
conceive it to be now impossible for your commands to
require my stay in the terms which I might have had
the presumption to suppose within the line of possi-
bility, were such tobe your pleasure; that it is scarcely
possible for your commands on any subject which could
coffcern my stay 1o arrive before the season requisite
for my departuro; that I rather feel the wish to avoid
the receipt of them. than to await their coming; and
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hat T consider myself in this act as the fortumate
‘instrument of dissolving the frame of an inefficient
Government, pernicious to your interests, and disgrace-
ful to the national character, and of leaving one in its
stead, such as my zeal for your service prompts me to

_wish perpetuval in its construction, to cvery purpose
efficient.

After a service of thirty-five years from its commence-
ment, and almost thirteen of that time passed in the
charge and exercise of the first pominal office of this
Government, 1 do not part from it with indifference.
I owe to my ever honoured employers the service of my
life, and would with the devotion of a heart animated
with the highest sense of gratitude offer it even with
life, if the service could be accepted, or could, when ac-
cepted, contribute to the advancement of their interests,
in retarn for the unexampled instances which I have
received of their gemerous support and protection.
Such professions are indeed easily made, and I know
not how mine can ever be put to the test But my
conscience both avows them, and prompts me to de-
clare that no man ever served them with a zeal superior
to my own, nor perbaps equal to it. I have the honour
to be, with the greatest respect and attachment, honour-
able Sirs, your most obedient and most faithful servant,

Having cealed and delivered over for despatch
this official paper, Mr. Hastings turned his undi-
vided attention to the adjustment of the petty
matters, such as leave-taking, and the winding up
of his private affairs, which alone stood between him
and a satisfactory removal from the scene of all his
labours. Xis property, inconsiderable in the ex-
treme, when the length of his services is taken
ioto account, and a comparison is instituted be-
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tween his savings and those of men, I do not say
of a rank analogous to his own, but in every respect
his inferiors,—he had already converted into good
bills, except only such ready money as sufficed for
the purchase of two or three valuable diamonds..
His houses and lands were either sold or ordered
for sale, his old and faithful servants pensioned,
and letters of farewell written to all the native
princes and chiefs with whom, for thirteen years, '
he had been accustomed to correspond as an equal.
Then followed,—to him the most trying ordeal of
all,—the reception of addresses from his country-
men, who, whether in the civil or in the military
services, lamented his departure as a private mis-
fortune not less than as a public calamity. Finally,
he made his will, entrusted it to the keeping of
his friend and secretary, Mr. Thompson, and on
the 1st of February rendered up, in the last
Council which he attended, the keys of the public
treasury and of Fort William. He accompanied
the act by a minute strikingly characteristic of the
man. I do not kiow how the document may be
accounted of by others, but to me there is something
very touching in the style, and I therefore insert it.

15t February, 1785.
Governor-general,—I have summoned this meeting
of the Board to comply with the preliminary forms
which the unsage of the service has prescribed as neces-
sary on my departure from the presidency. These do
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not require the formality of a written address, but 1
could not trust to the feelings, which would naturally
be excited by the most awful and important act of my
public life, for the verbal delivery of the sentiments
which 1 may wish to express in the performance of it.
The last duty which it will remain for me to discharge
will be that of my resignation of the service, which 1
reserve to the time when the ship in which I am about
to depart shall quit her pilot, and 1 shall send it in
writing by the hands of Mr. Larkins, with whose
" attendance I request the Board to dispense, that he
may accompany me so far on my way. I now deliver
up to the Board my keys of the treasury, and to Mr.
Macpherson the keys of Fort William, both under the
necessary reservation of my right to resume them in
the event (which God forbid) of any accident befalling
the ship in her passage to the open seca, or any other
contingency compelling my return.

I take my leave of the members of the Board with
the warmest and most affectionate wishes for the pros-
perity and success of their publie administration, and
for their private ease, credit, and happincss. I regret
that the custom of the service has not provided any
regular channel by which my acknowledgments might
be publicly made to the civil servants of the Company
for the benefits which I have experienced from their
labours. Yet it will be an alleviation of the pain of
my approaching separation from them if the Board
will permit my sense of their general merits, and the
te;tunanyofmypartlcu]n estimation of them, to be

It isa plmsme to me to reflect that amidst the mul-
tiplied and the pressing occupations of my station, I
have not been prevented from bestowing a large portion
of my time in & participation of the current duties of
the executive offices of every department; and these
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communications have afforded me the means both of
knowing their several talents and of viewing those
qua.ht;es which form the common character of the
service, which I pronounce to be eminently marked
with. a liberality of sentiment, a susceptibility and
firmness of attachment, a disdain.of sordid emolument,
with a spirit of assiduity, and the consequent expert-
ness in business, exceeding, I dare venture to affirm, the
habits of any community under the British empire,
The time may come when my testimony, feeble as its
;esent influence may prove, will help to disperse the

ouds of prejudice with which the infection of party,
and the malignity of particular vengeance, have ob- .
scured their real worth, and to display it in its full
lustre. In the mean time it would not be presumption
in me to attest it who know it, although my testimony
were to be opposed by the clamours of a world of
ignorance and infatuation.

From the council chamber Mr. Hastings. re-
turned to his own home, where a crowd of admiring
and sorrowing friends waited to greet him. He
accepted their parting adieus not without consider-
able agitation; and, as if anxious to shorten the
trial, proceeded the same afternoon to the quay,
where his budgerow, or barge, lay ready to receive
him. He immediately went on board, Messrs.
Larkins, Thompson, and Thornhill bearing him
company, and began that night. to move with the
tide towards the Barrington’s anchorage, at Kid-
geree. On_the 5th the ship was descried; on
the, 6th he was in occupation of his eabin; and
on the 7th, which in bis diary he has marked
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as Mrs. Hastings’s birthday, the shores of India
faded from his view. Next day the pilot left him,
and his three faithful friends departing in the boat,
Mr. Hastings was left to indulge undisturbed both
in retrospects of the past and anticipations of the
future.

I have nothing to record of Mr. Hastings's
homeward voyage, except that in every point of
view it appears to have been propitious. The
_ letters in which he alludes to it, and of which it
will presently be my business to insert a few speci-
mens, all speak of the time spent on board of ship
as spent agreeably; while the appearance by and
bye of a parrative of the last three months of his
administration, which he compiled during its pro-
gress, as well as of two or three imitations in verse
of the odes of Horace, show that it was not left
altogether unimproved. Moreover, a brief sojourn
at St. Helena, where every mark of respect was
shown to him, served to break in upon the mono:
tony of a sea life, and supplied him with materials
with which to fill up a few pages in his journal,
with other records than those which owed their
existence to changes in the weather. But the
most agreeable feature in the whole matter lay in
this, that the progress made from day to day was
great, insomuch that within the space of little
more than four months from the date of his em-
barkation, he found himeelf once more upon
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English ground. Mr. Hastings landed at Ply-
mouth on the 13th of June, 1785, and set off at
six on the following morning, as rapidly as post-
horses could convey him, to London.
T do not know that much good would arise
were I to describe at length how great was his
disappointment at not finding Mrs. Hastings in
town, or how he sent off an express to Cheltenham,
whither he learned that she had removed, urging
her to return without delay, and proposing to meet
her on the road. In like manner I suspect that
the reader would scarcely thank me for dwelling
on the facts that he waited, as in duty bound, upon
the several members of the Cabinet, and on the
chairman of the Court of Directors,—from the
whole of whom, not less than from a wide circle
of friends and admirers, his reception proved to be
in the highest degree flattering. Let me, then,
be content to state, in few words, that his pro-
ceedings were in every respect conformable to the
temper and constitution of his nature; that he went
with excellent tact through the routine which
public duty required; and then flew off to embrace
the object of his tenderést regard. They met at
Maidenbead Bridge on ‘the evening of the 17th,
and on the following day came up again to London.
But I must not pursue this subject any further,
more especially a3 in the following letter Mr.
Hastings bas told Lis own tule in language more
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appropriate by far than any which I could select.
It is addressed to the gentleman whom he had for
some time employed 8s his private secretary, and
for whom he was anxious permanently to provide
in the civil service of the Company. It will be
read, I think, with great interest.

To Mr. Tuonrsos.
Cheltenham, 21st July, 1785,

My dear Thompson,—I have been unfortunate in
missing the Surprise’s packet, which I regret ex-
tremely, becausc I know that it will be a great disap-
pointment to you and some other of my special friends,
though you will know more particulars of my situation
and prospects from others than you could from myself.
The best that I can tell yon is that I found Mrs.
Hastings in better health than I have known her
possess for some years, and that my reception has been
as flattering as pride could wish it. I have expe-
rienced- the distinction of digito munstrari, et dicier,
hic est; but my humility preserved itself by the
influence of a monitor within that whispered, All this
will expire in less than three months. I think much
of it is already gone. But as much of it as I wish to
retain will, | am persnaded, remain yet for years,—the
esteem of those whom all esteem.

I had a pleasant voyage, without bad weather; a
clean and tight ship; officers of skill and atticntion,
and even of science; a society that I loved; and a
rapid course The worst of the voyage was that my
mind was stupid, and that I never passed a night with-
out a slight fever. Thompson, never take the counsel
of a physician that shall bid you go to sca for health.
I believe that my first sufferings were from vexation;
for you were scarce out of my sight when I reeollected
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that my old bureau, which contained all my most
pecret papers, and some things of intrinsic value, had
been left behind ; Francis having, with admirable dis-
cretion, sent it out of my sight, and therefore out of
my remembrance, as 2 piece of lumber, to the old
house. What heightened my ill humour at this dis-
covery was, the consideration that, though you were
almost within hail, it would not be possible for me to
apprise you of my distress in less than eighteen months;

and that unless you or Larkins had the prudence to
suppose that every article of my furniture that could
contain anything valuable was worth looking into,
these would not only be lost, but, what would be in-
finitely worse, fall into strange, and possibly scoundrel,
hands. I wrote to you about this foolish business
from St. Helena, but to little purpose. Your own
good sense and recollection had long before provided
my relief, or it is past for ever. I am yet vexed when-
ever 1 recur to the subject.

-We landed at Plymouth on the 13th of last month,
and passed through a Lucknow heat to London, where
I passed two most uncomfgrtable days by Mrs. Has-
tings's being at Cheltenham. Having performed all
the duties of loyalty, respect, and civility, I ran away
to #his place, where I have been since the 5th. We
have been drinking the waters ever since, but without
any benefit hitherto, and rather the reverse, which
people say is a sign that they will do us good. -

I had an early visit from young Mr. Anstey, who
brought me a very polite letter from his father, whom
I am anxious to 'see, as with his aid I may be more
successful in a personal application than I have been
by letters. The Directors are to a man friendly to
me, and Mr. Smith both obtained the order for pub-
lishing the Gheeta with a very handsome preface, and
himself attends to the impression. My friends tell me
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that I defeated my own recommendations in your
favour and Turner’s, by a subsequent remonstrance
against overloading the service with writers and cadets,
This checked their zeal, and served as a plea to others;
and the next year appointments were made as usual,
and mine were forgotten. I fear that in the article of
Ppatronage even the most virtuous men of this kingdom
want virtue. Nevertheless be you sanguine. I cannot
wholly lose my influence, and I will not desist from
my purpese till I have obtained your appointment,
with the arrears of time, though you may lose the
intermediate advantages of emolument.

Tunbridge, 22nd September—~The preceding sheet,
and if more it is lost, was written long ago under the
impulse of recent disappointment, and the appre-
hension of losing the next packet, the despatch of
which was uncertain, to me at least. I have since had
the pleasure of seeing Mr. Anstey, and flatter myself
that, short as our acquaintance yet has been, we shall
not meet again as strangers, nor without a mutual
welcome. I have received yours by the Corawallis.
It is dated the 4th of March, and is the first of yours
that I have received. I wished for one by the Sur-
prise, and expected one by the Lord Mansfield; and 1
must tell you that I shall fecl a repeated and morti-
fying disappointment by every ship's arrival that does
not bring a letter from you. But my greatest disap-
pointment arises from your total silence in that which
I have received concerning my bureau. It contained
many letters and other papers which I would not for
the world have seen by strangers, and some not even
by you, implicit as my confidence is in you. There
are also some miniature pictures which 1 should grieve
to lose, and trash immeasurable. And why do I tell
you this? The life of man will have run out much of
its course ere you can avail yourself of this informa-
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tion, if you have waited for it ; and how cah you avail
yourself of it? 1 have letters from Larkins, but these,
too, give me no intimation of what I want. :

I have led a most idle life, but not wholly unprofit-
able, having been allowed to comtribute some little

to the service, which would not have taken place
perhaps had I stayed in Bengal. I have not time to
detail the particulars, nor am I sure that it would-be
per. 1 am sanguine in the hope that I may be
instrumental in undoing the mischiefs created by the
last Indian Act. I will try at least, and shall think
it the best deed of my life if I can effect it. Let
my friends, but only special friends, know that I have
such hopes and such intentions.

How much have I to write, could I indulge my
inclination ; but I must be short.

We are both well, but neither very well. Mrs.
Hastings always remembers you, and speaks of you
with an affection kindred to my own. We are at this
time in a community, among which Lord Mansfield’s
partiality has made it fashionable to regard us with an
uncommon degree of attention and respect. Indeed,
my dear Thompson, I should wrong your sensibility,
were I to conceal from you what would afford it the
most pleasing gratification, that I find myself every-
where and universally treated with evidences, apparent
even to my own observation, that I possess the good
opinion of my country. Yet this blessing (for such it
is, and I would not forfeit it for Jacs), is not without its
alloy, since it holds me up as an object of public calumny,
which I could well support were I the sole object of it.
Nor is it malice that assails me. Such is the pro-
fligacy of the ruling manners, that there are multi-
tndes who get their bread by detraction; but so little
of system is there in this vile science, that cven the

similitude of character is scarce ever preserved in the
YOL. I1I. R
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features which are held forth to the public in such
compositions; and for the newspapers, even indifferent
anecdotes of persons are often published without a
spark of truth to justify them.

I am yet unsettled, but am in treaty for an old
family estate of no vaiue, which has employed me in a
longer negociation than would have served for the
acquisition of a province; and if I get it, I shall pay
almost twice its worth, according to the common
market price. ’

Your sentiments of the person who is the principal
subject of your letter are literally mine, and, what is
more, I hear them from the mouths of all men. Yet,
bad as ke is—but enough.

I did not tell you that I was early summoned to
receive the thanks of the Directors for my services,
and the chairman who read them dwelt with a strong
emphasis on the word unanimously. From the King
and Queen my reception was moet gracious. The
Board of Control has been more than polite to me, for
they have quoted me as authority, and so have the
Court of Directors—both a little more than 1 like,
and in a way that I dislike. My friends expected
more, but I canr almost assure you that 1 have received
the full recompense of all my services, and 1 am
thankful for it; for the King cannot bestow any
honour superior to a good name; and with a larger
income I should lose what my present will compel me
to—retirement. No, I have not said all. Lord
Thurlow has been more substantially my friend than
King, Ministers, and Directors.

Tell Wilking that his Gheeta is printed, presented
to the King, and published. Mr. Smith inspected the
press, and zealously promoted my application for the
patronage of the Court of Directors, by whose autho-
rity it was printed I have yet but one copy, but 1
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believe that some will be sent for his use. I don’t
know how the public will relish it. If it is abused,
‘Wilkins has a good shelter by standing behind me.

In the voyage I amused myself in writing a history
of the last three months of my government, in which
I wound up all the preceding years. It has been of
signal uee, and is in the hands of the two rulers of the
two great Indian Boards, ¢. e. Mr. Dundas and Mr.

evaynes, who both (and others with them) profess

have derived much instruction from it. I am myself
not dissatisfied with it. It will be an antidote against
the poison of false “statements.” 1 wish you could
see it-

. Don’t forget to send a good horse for Mr. Corneille.
I promised him that you would write tohim, and offered
your services for other commissions. He is & worthy
and most hospitable man.

My Arab arrived in excellent condition, and is won-
derfully admired. I ride him in spite of his beauty
and long tail, though both valid objections; for this is
a land of ostentation, and therefore every body detests
it in others. X give them little cause.

1 must trouble you with a few commissions :—

1. All my shawl goats by Carr died in the voyage.
Pray get me some, and send one, or at most two, but
not more, by every ship that will take them, and be-
speak an inclosed berth in each for them; otherwise
they will die of ill usage.

2. Send me some seeds of the lichee. Tie them
loosely in & coarse cloth or bag, and give them in
charge to some one who will take care of them..

3. Seeds of the cinnamon in the like package.
Both must be suspended so that a little air may get at
them. Turner promised to send me some Bootan
turnip seeds, and hé must assist yon with the goats ;
that is, he must get them.. . - '

R2
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4. Custard apple sceds, from my Allipoor trees,
whoever is the proprictor of them. Adieu. Yours
ever, my dear Thompson, most affectionately.

To the information conveyed in this letter I
have very little to add. Mr. Hastings could not
speak in terms too strong of the flattering recep-
tion which was meted out in all quarters both to
himself and Mrs. Hastings, neither were the hopes
which he ventured to build upon the circumstance
by any means extravagant. For Mr. Hastings
seems to have coveted retirement rather than the
entrance on a new field of public life; and he was
surely not sanguine if he presumed to anticipate
that he would he permitted to indulge his own
moderate wishes unmolested. Nevertheless he
had not long breathed the air of his native country
ere causes of discomfort began to present them-
selves; the first of which, strange 1o say, emanated
from the very body which had loaded him on Lis
arrival with praises and honours. He had resided
but a short time in Cheltenham when he received
from the secretary to the Court of Directors a
letter, reiterating the Court’s desire to be informed
of the amount of the several sums which he Lad
accepted as presents from the princes of India, and
of the particular uses to which they bad been
severally applied. The following, while it gives
of the subject all the explanation which the writer
felt himself capable of communicating, refers to an
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occasion when the demand had been previously
made, and specifies, neither peevishly nor in the
tone of one whose self-respect has been wounded,
the circumstances which caused him to ireat the
Court's request with neglect. I do not know how
the letter may be regarded by others, but to me it
‘appears in every respect satisfactory.

To Wa. Devavnes, Esq., Chairman of the Hm. East India Company.
Cheltegham, 15th July, i785.

Sir—The Honourable Court of Directors in their
general letter to Bengal by the Surprise, dated the
16th March, 1784, were pleased to express their desire,
that I would inform them of the periods when each sum
of the presents mentioned in my address of the 22d
May, 1762,"was received; what were my motives for
withholding the several receipts from the knowledge of
the Council, or of the Court of Directors; and what
were my reasons for taking bonds for part of these
sums, and for paying other sumsinto the treasury as
deposits on my own account.

I have been kindly apprised that the information re-
quired as above is yet expected from me.

I hope that the circumstances of my past situation
when considered will plead my excuse for having thus
long withheld it. The fact is, that I was not at the
presidency when the Surprise arrived; and when I
returned to it, my time and attention were so entirely
engrossed, to the day of my final departure from it, by
a veriety of other more important occupations, of
which, Sir, I believe I may safely appeal to your testi-
‘mony, grounded on the large portion contributed by
myself of the volumes which compose our consultations
of that period, that the subroission which my respect
would have enjoined me to pay to the command im-
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posed on me, was lost to my recollection, perhaps from
the stronger impression which the first and distant
perusal of it had left on my mind, that it was rather
intended as a reprehension for something which had
given offence in my reporf of the original transaction,
than as expressive of any want of a further elucidation
of it.

I will now endeavour to reply to the different ques-
tions which have been stated to me, in as explicit a
manner as I am able; to such information as I can
give the Honourable Court is fully entitled, and where
that shall prove defective, I will point out the easy
means by which it may be rendered more complete.

First, I believe I can affirm with certainty, that the
several sums mentioned in the account transmitted
with my letter above mentioned, were received at, or
within a very few days of the dates which are prefixed
to them in the account ; but, as this contains only the
gross sums, and each of them was received in different
payments, though at no great distance of time ; I can-
not therefore assign a greater degree of accuracy to
the account. Perhaps the Honourable Court will judge
this sufficient for any purpose to which their inquiry was
directed ; but if it should not be so, I will beg leave to
refer’ for a more minute information, and for the means
of making any investigations which they may think it
proper to direct, respecting the particulars of th
transaction, to Mr. Larkins, your Accomptant-general,
who was privy to every process of it, and possesses, as
I believe, the original paper which contained the only
account that I ever kept of it. In this, each receipt
was, as I recollect, specifically inserted with the names
of the persons by whom it was made; and I shall write
to him to desire that he will furnish you with the paper
itself, if it is still in being, and in his hands, or with
what he can distinctly recollect concerning it.
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For my motives for withholding the several receipts
from the knowledge of the Council, or of the Court of
Directors, and for taking bonds for part of these
sums, and paying others into the treasury as deposlts
on my own account, I have generally accounted in my
letter to the Court of Directors of the 22d of May,
1782 ;—namely, that “ I either chose to conceal the
first receipts from public curiosity by receiving bonds
gn- the amount, or possibly acted without any studied

esign’ which my memory at that distance of time
could verify ; and that I did not think it worth my care
to observe the same means with the rest.”

It will not be expected that I should be able to give
a more correct explanation of my intentions after a
Iapse-of three years, having declared at the time that
many of the particulars had escaped my remembrance ;
neither shall I attempt to add more than the clearer
affirmation of the facts implied in that report of them,
‘and such inferences as necessarily, or with a strong
probability, follow them.

I bave said that the three first sums of the account
were paid into the Company’s Treasury, without passing
through my hands. The second of ghese was forced
into notice by its destination and application to the
expense of a detachment which was formed and employed
sgainst Mahdajee Sindia, under the command of
Lieut.-colonel Carnac, ad 1 particularly apprized the
Court of Directors, in my letter of the 29th December,
1780. The other two were certainly not intended,
when I received them, to be made public, though in-
tended for public service, and actually applied to it.
The exigencies of the government were at that time
‘my own, and every pressure of it rested with its full
weight -upon my mind. Wherever I could find allow-
able means of relieving those wants, I eagerly seized
them ; but neither did it occur to me as necessary to
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state on our proceedings every little aid which I could
thus procure, mor do I know how 1 could have stated
it, without appearing to court favour by an ostentation
which I disdained ; or without the chance of exciting
the jealousy of my eolleagues by the eonstructive asser-
tion of a scparate and unparticipated merit, derived
from the influence of my station, to which they might
have had an equal claim. .

I should bave deemed it particularly dishonourable
to receive for my own use, money tendered by men of
a certain class, from whom I bad interdicted the receipt
of presents to my inferiors, and bound them by eath
not to receive them. 1 was, therefore, more than ordi-
narily cautious to avoid the suspicion of it, which wonld
scarcely have failed to light upon me, had 1 suffered
the money to be brought directly to my own house, or
to that of any persun known to be in trust for me.

I therefore caused it to be transported immediately
fo the Treasury. There, you well know, Sir, it could
not be received without being passed to some credit,
and this could only be done by entering it as aloan, or
as a deposit.

The first was {he lcast liable to reflcction, and there-
fore I had obviously recourse to it. Why the sccond
sum was entered as a deposit, I am uiterly ignorant.
Possibly it was done without any special direction
from me. Possibly, because it was the simplest mode
of eniry, and therefore preferred, as that the trans-
action itself did not require concealment, having been
already avowed.

Although I am firmly persuaded that these were my
sentiments on the occasion, yet I will not affirm that
they were. Bat of this I am certain, that it was my
design originally to have concealed the receipts of all
the sums, except the second, even from the knowledge
of the Court of Directors. They had answered my
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purpose of public utility, and I had almost totally
dismissed them from my memory.

But when fortune threw a large sum in my way, of a
magnitude which could not be concealed, and the pecu-
liar delicacy of my situation at the time in which I
received it made me more circumspect of appearances;
I chose to apprize my employers of it, which 1 did
hastily and generally. Hastily, perhaps o prevent the
vigilance and activity of secret calumny,—and generally,
because 1 knew not the exact amount of the sum of
which I was in the receipt, but not in full possession.
I promised to acquaint them with the result as soon as
I should be in possession of it, and in the performance
of my promise ¥ thought it consistent with it to add
to the account all the former appropriations of the
same kind; my good genius then suggesting fo me a
spirit of caution which might have saved me, the
trouble of this apology, had I universally attended to
it; for if I had suppressed them, and. they were after-
wards known, I might have been asked, what were my
motives for withholding part of the reccipts from the
knowledge of the Court of Directors, and informing
them of the rest.

It being my wish to clear up every doubt upon this
transaction, which either my own mind could suggest,
or which may have becn suggested by others, I beg
. leave to suppose anmother guestionm, and to state the
terms of it in my reply, by informing you that the en-
dorsement on the bonds was made about the period of
my leaving the presidency in the middle of the year
1781, in order to guard against their becoming a claim
on the Company as part of my estate in the event of
- my death occurring in the course of the service on which
I was then entering.

This, Sir, is the plain history of the transaction. I
should be ashamed to request that you would commu-
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nicate it to the Honourable Court of Directors, whose
time is too valuable for the intrusion of a subject so
uninteresting, but that it is become a point of indis-
pensable duty; I must therefore request the favour of
you to lay it, at a convenient time, before them. In
addressing it to you personally, I yield to my own
feelings of the respect which is due to them as a body,
and to the assurance I derive from your experienced
civilities, that you will kindly overlook the trouble im-
posed by it. I have the honour to be, &e.

It does not appear, from the tone of Mr. Has-
tings's correspondence, nor from any notices which
I discover in his diary at this period, that the
demand of the Court of Directors, alluded to in
the preceding letter, gave him serious annoyance,
or excited the smallest apprehension respecting
the future. He wrote, indeed, to Mr. Larkins,
and requested that from the records in that gen-
tleman’s possession, as much fresh light as possible
‘might be thrown upon the subject; but he did
nothing more. On the contrary, he resigned him-~
self for some months to the pleasurable feelings
which a reunion with a beloved wife, and a return
to his native country, were eminently calculated to
excite in a heart like his; and passed from place
to place, happy in each as it reeeived bim, and
adapting himself without scruple to the manners
of those with whom each change of scene or cir-
cumstances required bim to associate,
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CHAPTER IX.

Petscnal Proceedings of Mr., Hastings—Purchases Besymont Lodge—Cor-
- respondence with Mr. Dundas, Lord Thurlow, and My. Thompson—Mr.
Burke's hostility—Charges brought into the House of Commons—Mr.

{ Pitt's Defeat—Correspondence with Mr. Anderson,

From the date of the preceding letter up to the
spring of 1786, the stream of Mr. Hastings’s
existence flowed on with so steady a current as to
furnish few materials out of which his biographer
might succeed in weaving a narrative worthy either
of him who should be the subject of it, or of those
to whom it might be offered. 'The ideas which
had been generally entertained, previous to his
arrival in England, of the enormous fortune which
the Governor-general of India had amassed, the
quiet and unostentatious tenor of his domestic life
wholly dissipated. Mr. Hastings’s only home was,
for a while, a house in St. James's Place, which
he hired ready furnished, and from which he passed
by and bye into another, similarly fitted wp, in
Wimpole Street. His establishment went in no-
thing beyond what may be accounted necessary for
. the wants and conveniences of a private gentleman.
His movements, no doubt, carried him from time
to time to Cheltenham, and Tunbridge Wells, and
Bath, and other places then in request; yet they
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were uniformly performed in the most inexpensive
manner, and they invariably left him the very same
man that they found him. It is true that his
acquaintance was sought by the noblest and most
distinguished persons in the land; and that his
own presence, and still more, the presence of Mrs,
Hastings, at Court was always acceptable. But
these were distinetions which his personal merits
had thrust upon him; they were not the results
either of sycophancy on his part, or of an unworthy
deference to overgrown wealth on the parts of
those who offered them. For there never lived a
man of simpler habits, or more richly endowed
with a becoming self-respect than Warren Has~
tings. He knew and felt that his legitimate place
in society was among the most distinguished of his
contemporaries, whether from rank or station;
and he passed to and fro from the’glitter of fashion
into the absolute repose of his own happy home,
without being in the most remote degree conscious
that any remarkable transition had been effected.

I took oceasion, at the opening of this narrative,
to state, that one of the earliest dreams in which
Warren Hastings indulged, turned upon the re-
purchase of the Daylesford estate, where the evening
of his days might be spent amid scenes which s
thousand personal as well as traditional associations
had endeared to him. More than once he had
written from India, reminding his attorney that to
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this end Iis wishes pointed ; and now the first move-
ment which he made after having fairly esta-
blished himself in London was to open directly a
communication with Mr. Knight, who was then,
as. his family for two generations had been, in pos-,
session of the domain. Doreover, he went from
Cheltenham to visit the spot; and wandered, in a
istate of excitement such as I cannot undertake to
describe, over all the haunts of his childhood. For
the mind of Hastings was of that rare texture
which permits the enthusiasm, or, to express my-
self more correctly, the poetry of feeling to flourish
side by side with the clearest judgment and the
loftiest and best ordered ambition. It was, there-
fore, quite as natural to him that his heart should
be touched, and bis imagination warmed, at the
prospect of recovering the patrimony of his an-
cestors, as that the laudable desire of winning an
honoured name to himself, while he conferred -
lasting benefits on his country, should have carried
him through a loog career of labour, and difficulty,
and annoyance.

It will be seen, from what he says in the con-
eluding paragraphs of his letter to Mr. Thompson,
that Mr. Hastings bad early made up his mind not
to allow the consideration of an exorbitant rate of
purchase to stand between him and the accomplish-
ment of his wishes, The offers which he made to
Mr. Knight went in consequence fur beyond the
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value of the estate, yet they were rejected. The
London merchant did not choose to lay down the
distinction which appertains to a landed pro-
prietor; and Mr. Hastings, not without a Dbitter
pang of regret, ceased to importune him. Yet as
both the bent of his inclinations and the state of
his finances rendered it desirable that he should
establish himself somewhere in the country, Mr.
Hastings did not abandon his efforts to discover a
fitting residence. The results were that he be-
came by and bye the purchaser of a small property
on the skirts of Windsor Forest, calied Beaumont
Lodge, whither, 8o soon as the mansion-house was
made ready for his reception, he removed, and
where he spent two or three years in the enjoy-
ment of as much of peace as was at all compatible
with the extraordinary turn which party malice
contrived, in the interval, to give to his fortunes.
It is not to be supposed that an active and
vigorous mind like that of Mr. Hastings would
abstain from all interference, even during its
season of retirement, in public affairs. He bad
early conceived a dislike to some portions of Mr.
Pitt’s India Bill; and finding that it was about
to undergo a revision, he freely proffered his as-
sistance, in order to render it more equitable. Not
that he wantonly or impudently forced his opinions
on those in power. His opinions were held in too
much value not to be eagerly sought; and be was
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too much of a patriot, in the best sense of the
word, to withheld them from the members of the
King’s Government, be they, as individuals, whom
they might. Accordingly, when Mr. Dundas
applied to him for information concerning certain
transactions in which the Nabob of Carnatic was
mixed up, he supplied it with the same good
,will which actuated him in a correspondence into
which soon afterwards he entered with Lord Thur-
low. I subjoin one letter to the former of these
statesmen, and two to the latter, all of them, but
especially those addressed to Lord Thurlow, emi-
nently characteristic of the writer. With Lord
. Thurlow, indeed, Mr. Hastings appears always to
have stood upon- the very best terms; and to his
Lordship he at this time propounded his own
device for the better government of the British
provinces for the future. But the paper, however
valuable, is too voluminous for insertion here. I
must, therefore, for the present, lay it aside, not
without an impression upon my own mind that it
may yet find a place among the literary remains
of one who, if he had not attained to greatness as

a statesman, would bave certainly become great as
an-author.

To the Right Hon. Har Dyenas.
Cheitenham, 3let Anguoat, 1785.
Sir,—I had not the honour to receive your letter till
late yesterday. I well remember the letters of which
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the enclosures in yours are copics, and the construction
which the Nabob pot upon them. J am certain that
these are the same in substance, and of course they
must be literally the same, as the copies I received
from the Nabob, whether by the hands of the minister
Assim Cawn, or by any other channel, I do not dis-
tinctly recollect. There was no assurance expressed
in either letter, such as the Nabob seems to have in-
ferred from them, not even the most remote sense of it
in that from the King; but in the conclusion of that
from the Company, 1 then thought, as I do now, that
a mind, sanguine and eager as the Nabob's was in
the pursuit of a favourite object, might have allowably
drawn such a conclusion from it ; since it acknowledges,
in very strong and pointed terms, the justice done them
by so signal a mark of his confidence, which was ill
placed, if it was received without any intention to
verify it ; neither could the “deposit” be said in any -
other sense to be “ so momentous to his august house.”

In a translation from 2 book of Hindoo morality, I
lately met with the following definition of truth: «To
communicate to another person what we have heard,
secn, or know, in such a manner as to impress and
convey the same meaning ag passes in our own minds,
without using any ambiguity of expression which may
be true in one sense, and false in another.” It is not
nopossible that the Nabob, whose reading is very ex-
tensive, may have met with this maxim, and applied
it to the most obvious sense which the words of the
letter conveyed, and in which it most suited his own
wishes to understand them ; Lut I eannot think that he
intentionally asserted a claim without the conviction
of its being well fopnded.

You owe me no thanks, Sir, for the communication
of the manuscript presented to you by Major Scott,
because it is my duty, and you have made it equally
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my inclination to offer you whatever knowledge or ma-
terials of knowledge I possess, which may be of use to
you in the department over which you preside; but I
am much indebted {o you for the candour and fodul-
gence with which you have read this paper, and you
will allow me to say that I feel my pride highly grati-
fied by your approbation of the sentiments which it
contains. I have the honour to be, &e.

To L'm-d THURLOW.
Bath, 13th January, 1786.

My Lord,—I took the liberty, very scon after my
arrival in England, to represent to your Lordship my
apprehensions of the consequences which some clauses
in the late Act of Parliament respecting India were
likely to produce on the minds of the Company’s ser-
vants, and the peace of our gstablishments in India;
and your Lordship is since in possession of my opi-
nion at large upon the subject. From the advices
newly received from Bengal by the Swallow packet, I
conceive yet greater cause of alarm ; because what was
before but predicted is now verified, as far as it can be,
in the first operation of a general discontent, and af. .
fords the stronger reason to apprehend worse in the
sequel, if early means are not taken to prevent it. If
your Lordship is of opinion that the Act, or the ex-
ceptionable parts of it, ought to be repealed, permit
me to suggest that i ocught to be done before the
receipt of any public remonstrance against it, that the
repeal may appear the result of the justice and wisdom
of the parent state, not a concession extorted by popu-
lar clamour, and by the dread of a revolt following it:
For your Lordship knows that there is one great ex-
ample running in a parallel line with the present case
which will both warrant such a suspicion at home, and
its success operate‘as an incitement abroad.

VOL. IIL s
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If it shall be determined otherwise, that is, if the
Act is to stand, and to be supported by force, either it
will not produce that extremity, but the Company's
scrvants will passively submit to it, and the service will
in consequence lose its best and ablest hands, which
will be supplied with inefficient men from- home, and
necessity will introduce among those that remain the
woret habits of perjury and corruption; or it will pro-
voke a resistance to it which no power from England
will be able to overcome: nor is it in the reach of
human foresight to say what emergencics will arise out
of the effects of such a resistance, when the bhonds of
subjection are once broken, not only with impunity,
but with an ascertained superiority.

For these reasons, my Lord, if 1 could have had imme-
diate access to youn, I would have earnestly solicited it
to state the necessity of some immediate steps to be
taken for the repeal or amendment of the Act in ques-
tion, that whatis to be donemay be done with dignity ;
and [ believe I should have run to town for the pur-
pose, but for a domestic impediment, and for the
kindness of my active friend Major Scott who has
offered on this account to anticipate the neceseary term
of his departure for town by a few days: and he will
request your Lordship’s permission to wait on you in
my stead. To him, therefore, I shall refer for all that
I could wish to say myself upon this sulject, and
1 do a violence to myself in thus closing it. Only,
my Lord, do me the justice to believe that I have a
conviction amounting almost to a moral certainty of
the truth of my own predictions, so far as they re-
iate to consequences abroad, and that I can have no
poesible inferest of my own in the earnestness with
which I make this representation, unless the self-ap-
plause may be termed such, whichlmaylwpe to de-
vive from being even thus feebly and remotely instru-
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mental in saving a valuable part of the national pro-
perty from ruin. It is only to your Lordship that I
can look for the effective agency of this deliverance;
and, had I the influence of your Lordship’s place, and
possessed the ascendant of such a mind as yours, I
would command the redress for which, in my present
insignificant state, I can only be an humble solicitor.
I beg your Lordship’s pardon for this liberty and
intrusion on your time. I have the honour to be, &e.

From Lord TuurLow.
$ Tuesday, 3lst January, 1786,

Dear Sir,—After I saw you yesterday I had an op-
portunity of reading the plan for tra.nsferring the
debt from India to England. And it is toyou I must
again recur at some time or other, for effacing the
mela.ncholy impression it left npon my mind ; which, I
hope, is, in some degree at loast, the effect of my ig-
norance.

If the bills now expected are four millions sterling ;
ifto these are to be added the Arcot debts, and the
probable amount of accumulation vested in other
funds; the amount of fortunes already amassed in
India seems truly formidable. If the immediate in-
vestiture of six millions more is expected, that appear-
ance is terribly aggravated, and yet it does not much
exceed the conjectures of Sir Elijah Impey on the
fortunes of the servants, particularly those officers of
the army, the brigadiers, who have enjoyed advanced
stations. Whether plunder or parsimony produces
this aggravated amount, it seems equally pernicious
to the country, if the whole is to be drawn out, never
to return.

But does the mischief end here ? Will not the same
causes continue to produce the same effect, and pro-
duce a perpetual course of sending home, by a forced
channel of trade, all the produce of Bengal, which the

52
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existence of the country can spare, for the benefit of
the servants only? And is that preferable to the allow-
ing the competition of foreign stations to be fed by that
support, as far as that will sustain it, against the ad-
vantages which the possession of the revenue and
country will give to the Company?

But, above all, is it necessary that the servan
should be allowed to accumulate and remit above a
million annually, beyond their current expenses? and
if it be, where is the wisdom of calculating upon ten
years possession of these provinces ?

Perhaps these thoughts are too wide of all mark to
be intelligible. But, whatever they are, I propose
them only as the subjects of some future conversation;
and not to give you the trouble of writing upon them.
1 am sensible that [ have not got far enough into the
subject to make that a convenient way of consulting
you. I am, dear Sir, sincerely yours.

Early in the following month Mr. Hastings
waited upon Lord Thurlow, and laid before him
certain remarks which he had compiled with great
care. The following correspondence arose out of
that interview.

To Lord TecuLow.
1st February, 1788,

My Lord,—The subject of your Lordship’s letter is
indeed of an alarming nature. I wish it may be in
my power to lessen ite impression. I would not at-
tempt to efface it, for the truth would be against me.

That the govermment of a great kingdom, equal in
extent and population, and in its natural rescurces
superior to great Britain itself, exercised by a power
beld at the distance of half the globe by foreign
azents, who are precluded by the difference of com-
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plexion, manners, religious and political habits, and
language, from assimilating with the native inhabit-
ants of it, should be productive of the evil of which -
_ your Lordship complains, is a consequence so neces-
sary, that all the powers of legislation, control, and
executive, however complete in each, never will, nor is it
Ppossible that they should remove it. It is an evil which
has arisen out of the constitution, and grown into bulk
from the means which have been applied to it from
home; and this too, my Lord, is one of the effects of a
discordant administration, and the curse of patronage
depressing the regular authority. In Bengal, to
which I wish to confine the immediate consideration of
the question, there are three distinct classes of British
subjects ; the civil servants of the Company, the mili-
. tary officers, and the free merchants, to which a fourth
has lately been added, the judges and dependants of the
Supreme Court of Judicature. These make up &
number of about 1500 men, who rank in the line of
gentlemen, and lay claim both to the means of present
subsistence as such, and to a competent provision
against the season of repose. The'far greater part of
this number die without acquiring more than a suffi-
ciency for their daily expenses. Some amass enor-
mous fortunes, which will of course find their way by
some channel of conveyance to England, whether for
the use of the original proprietors or their heirs; and
numberless besides are the calls for little sums in
England for the support of near relations or the pur-
chase of necessaries. I cannot pretend to estimate
the sums which have been yearly remitted on these
accounts, nor prescribe the bounds to which the gnnual
remittances might with proper care and suitable
~means be reduced. If liberal allowances are expressly
granted, with the necessary checks to prevent excesses,
they will be deemed exorbitant at home from their
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comparison with the salaries of similar offices in Eng-
land. If they are reduce® below the necessary means
of subsistence, and present subsistence is not enough,
the difference will be made up from perquisites—and
when men are once let loose from the obligations of
strict integrity, and get the habit of carving for them-
selves, the transition is natural, and will be rapid—to
the extremes of fraud and corruption ; especially if they
are bound by ocaths, and impelled by the pressure, or
terrors of want to break them,

But your Lordship is not to form an opinion of the
profusion of these drains from the plan lately adopted
by the Court of Directors for transferring the Com-
pany’s debts in India to England, nor from the amount
of those debts. These are the accumulation of many
years, and are the effect of a war, which immediately
involved two of the presidencies as parties’in it, and
was chiefly maintained by the wealth of Bengal. In
this war we had our paymasters, contractors, agents,
commissaries, (proverbial titles of corruption at home,)
commanders-in-chief, and commandants of corps: who
all had the means of making, and wany, no doubt, did
make, large profits: though, if I may trust to common
report, in no degree equal to those of similar appoint-
ments near home. Besides, there are to be reckoned
the fortunes of men who have long quitted the service,
and estates of deceased servants, which have remained
for years in India, and which at this time constitute a
large part of the Company’s bonded debt, both in
Bengal and the other presidencies, the service for many
years afiording no means, or at most but scanty means,
of transferring them to England, and the foreign
channels being such as the former might not deem
safe, nor the assignees of the latter deem legal.

Of the debt in Bengal, much, and I believe the
greatest part, belongs to the mative inhabitants of
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Calcutta, who have made it their practice to buy up
the Company’s bonds, since they bave fallen in their
value. I repeat, my Lord, that whatever regulations
are made for the service, however wise in their insti-
tution, or forcible in their application, large foriunes
will be made by individuals, which must be remitted
to England, and by indirect channels, if direct are
withheld: and that every remittance that is made will
occasion & loss of so much of the circulation of the
.country; whether it be exported in specie, or by any
pther medium which would otherwise produce a return
of specie.

To this must be added the Company’s investment,
and the supplies sent to Bombay, Fort St. George, and
China, which have been of late years excessive. I have
been aware of the ruinous consequences of drawing so
much of the circulating specie from the provinces of
Bengal, and have laboured incessantly to prevent it.
During the war, indeed, the supplies of money given
to Bombay and Fort St. George were indispensable,
and they were made with a liberal hand. 1In the same
period, too, we continued fo send treasure, or opium,
which was equal to treasure, to China.

This I constantly either opposed, or yielded with re-
luctance to the peremptory commands of the Court of
Directors, and the prompt spirit of acquiescence which
prevailed with my eolleagues. But in the year 1783,
the same causes becoming less urgent, and the urgency
of our domestic calls very great, the Board resolved to
discontinue the supplies to Fort St. George and China,
and to limit those of Bombay to sixteen lacs. I soon
after left the presidency, and was absent during nine
months. On my return, I found that the Council had
permitted the government of Fort St. George to draw

- upon them to an amount which grew, before their drafts
could be stopped, tonear ninety lacs; and from Bombay
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they had answered drafts for more than thirty lacs. It
was then proposed and agreed, that no more money
should be sent in the course of the year, which ended
with last April, either to Fort St. George or Bombay,
nor any to China. These arrangements have also, as
I fear, been broken: yet, at this time the bonded debt
i8 but what it had been these three years, about 160
lacs, and the Treasury orders and arrears of pay much
diminished.

Many have been the remonstrances upon these sub-
jects to the Court of Directors, but with little effect, as
they still continue to press the Government of Bengal
to make the same supplies, and in a late publication,
that to China is mentioned among the advantages
which are to facilitate the increased provision of tea
for consumption in England.

Upon the same principle that I used all my en-
deavours to prevent the provinces from being exhausted
of their specie, I have also laboured to open new chan-
nels for recruiting it. The first adventure to Egypt
was undertaken with my encouragement, and partly at
my own cost.

Had it succeeded, it would bave thrown the whole
internal commerce of Africa into our hands, It failed
because the Court of Directors were in the habit of
reprobating every measure that they could ascribe to
me.

At thesame period I began the first attempt to open
an intereourse with Tibbet; and in defiance of al} the
discouragements which I met with, and notwithstanding
the most untimely death of the Lama, who had eagerly
adopted the plan, and had even solicited and obtained
the countenance of the Emperor of China in favour of
it, I had so far succeeded as to have obtained the per-
mission of the regency of that part of Tibbet, with
which our intercourse had been established, for the
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passage of a caravan from Bengal to its capiial’ o
not know what has been the event of it; but I doubt
whether the plan is generally known at the India
House, or if it is, whether it is not regarded as a project
of mere whim or curiosity. ]

Yet, unless such expedients are tried and brought
to effect, and more moderation observed in the calls
upon Bengal for foreign disbursements, the time will
come when its inhabitants will want money for the in-
terchange of the articles of internal commerce; and
vihen that happens, the failure of the revenue and in-
vestment will be consequence of it.

Why this calamity has been so long protracted many
causes may be assigned. The trade of Bengal, not-
withstanding the large share of it which is monopolized
by the Company, and may be termed gratuitous, is
still considerable. Its productions and manufactures
are of a high price, and are paid for almost entirely
with money. Two great divisions of our army have
been subsisted for more than fen years past on two
subsidies paid from the province of Oude, some part
of which has been expended in Bengzl. Above
800,000L in specie have been sent to Bengal, from
Oude, in payment of the stipulations made by the
treaty of Benares in 1773. Large fortunes were made
by individuals of our nation, during more than fifteen
years from the same source, and these were also thrown
into the circulation of Bengal, or into the Company’s
cash, which was the same in its effect.

The capture of Bidjeygur, a fortress belonging to
Cheyt Sing, in 1783, yielded a booty to the officers in
silver and gold to the value of near 400,000.., which
was almost wholly and instantaneously conveyed to the
provinces of Bengal. The province of Benares also
has since that time contributed a fixed annual revenue
of 400,000, instead of an wuncertain one, which it
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before paid of 240,000L, and is well able to sparca
large portion of that sum from its own currency, on
account of the continual resort of wealthy pilgrims
from all parts of India to its capital ; and this has been
so much augmented by late regulations made for that
effect, that the present magistrate of Benares informs
me, in a letter which I received by the Swallow, that in
the course of three years, 2,500 new houses have been
built in that city, Yet, thisis now the only remaining
source of supply ; the others were all accidental, except
that of Oude, which is dry, and all that it can now
afford is the payment of a single brigade, residing
within it, and returning a part of its subsidy in ex-
change for the necessaries of daily consumption.

The recapitulation and inferences of the preceding
detail may be reduced to the following propositions :~-

1. Bengal has been annually drained of its cur-
rency since British poesession of it, by the Company’s
investment, by supplies sent to China, Fort St.
George, and Bombay, and by the remittance of the
fortunes of British subjects to Europe.

2. These drains must be continued in a degree
both for the Comp