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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY

VWHEN, at the close of the seventeenth century, Aurung-
zebe was holding court at Delhi, all India was subject
to his will. The mass of the people were Hindus, the
minority were Moslems. The latter, who represented
the ruling power, were of every country of Asia—
Afghans, Mongols, Turks, and Hindus who had adopted
Islam as their creed. Each successive wave of Moslem
conquest left behind it numbers of men who, seduced
by a finer climate and easier conditions of existence,
settled down and made India their home. These men,
coming of a more vigorous stock than the natives,
easily rose to positions of responsibility ; and, at every
local seat of government their descendants claimed, as
a right, lucrative employment in the service of the State.
The mighty empire over which the Padishah! ruled
was divided -into subahs (provinces), governed by Suba-
" dars (viceroys), who were appointed by the Crown, and
‘+ who were sometimes princes of the blood royal. The
" Subadar was charged with the general administration of
his province. He maintained a large army to ecrush

1 The title by which the Mogul Emperors of India were gener-
ally known. ’
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2 LORD CLIVE CHAP.

the rebellion of a Rajah or curb the ambition of a too
powerful Nawab; and he had the right, subject to
approval, of filling death vacancies amongst his deputies,
the Nawabs. By the side of the Subadar stood two
independent officials, the Kadi, who, as in all Moslem
countries, administered justice according to the sacred
law; and the Diwan (finance minister), appointed by
the Crown, who collected the royal share of the revenue,
and remitted it to the Imperial Treasury. It was the
grant of the diwani of Bengal to the Fast India Com-
pany in 1765 which laid the foundation of the British
Empire in India. FEach province was formed of a
varying number of districts, which were entirely sub-
ject to the Padishah; and of Native States that, at
the time of their conquest, had been left in posses-
sion of their Rajahs, The districts were governed by
Fujdars, or Nawabs, who were appointed by the Crown,
or, in the case of a death vacancy, by a Viceroy.
Their appointments were not valid until they had been
confirmed by royal letter and the insignia of investiture.
The Nawabs were summoned to Delhi, kept there, or
transferred to other districts, at the will of the Imperial
Ministry. Inlater times they were so frequently changed
that a story was current of a newly-appointed Nawab
who left Delhi with his face to his elephant$ tail, look-
ing ouk for his successor. The Nawab, assisted by a
Kadi and a Diwan, administered his district under
the Subadar. He maintained a small army and was
obliged to accompany his superior on all military ex-
peditions within the province. The Rajah ruled his
hereditary state, subject to the payment of tribute,
which was collected by the Subadar or by one of the
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Nawabs, and in accordance with the terms of the treaty
made at the date of corfjuest,

In the conquered territories directly administered by
the Mogul government the Padishah was the sole pro-
prietor of the soil. He gave lands at will, as revenues
for life, to his feudatories, and on their deaths continued
them to their heirs or re-granted them to new men. Such
grants were called jagirs, and they were given to men for
distinguished service to the Crown. The feudatory had
no power to dispose of his lands ; he simply received the
Government share of the produce from the zamindar, or
landowner, who in turn was paid rent by the cultivator,
or ryot. The ryot retained the right of selling -or
bequeathing his holding, subject to the rent due to the
Padishah or to the feudatory. The East India Company
held their first settlements at Madras and Calcutta as
zumindars, and paid rent as such to the Nawabs.

In the collection of the revenue there was the greatest
conflict of interests. Each public official tried to squeeze
money out of the one next below him. The consequence
was that the ryof tried to cheat the zamindar by keep-
ing back part of his harvest, and the zamindar.the
revenue collector. The Nawab retained part of the
revenue of his district, and the Subadar and his Diwan
were freqlently in collusion to defraud the Imperial
Treasury. Few men could resist the temptation to
appropriate some of the money that passed through
their hands. The system’ of giving presents was uni-
versal ; no one could approach a superior or present a
petition withont making a propitiatory offering. Every
one bribed when he had an object to attain, and money

"could purchase absolution for the foulest crimes.
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At the head of the state was the Padishah, whose
will was law. He was absqfute and irresponsible;
exercising power of life and death over his subjects;
and there was no check on his actions except the dread
of rebellion or assassination. The Mogul sovereigns re-
tained something of the nomadic habits of their ances-
tors. 'When the Court was not at Delhi or Lahore they
wandered over their Empire with vast armies, which
wasted the country as completely as the hordes of
Ghenghiz and Timour. The camp of Jahangir, according
to Sir Thomas Roe, was twenty miles in circumference.
The Padishah and his chief officers had their elephants,
their seraglios, and their servants; each horseman had
his grasscutter and syce,; and all private soldiers their
wives and children. A bazaar, or movable town of
shops, followed the camp and ministered to its wants,
The whole country was requisitioned and exhausted ;
and the ryofs starved whilst the soldiers of the Padishah
feasted. Subadars and Nawabs followed the example of
their sovereign. The camp of Nasir Jung is said to
have contained two hundred thousand fighting men
and five hundred thousand followers. The Nawab of
Arcot, when paying a visit to the Governor of Madras,
travelled with ten elephants, five thousand sepoys, and
ten thousand followers, besides horsemen. °The native
armies,c vast as they were, had no real elements of
strength. The leaders were inexperienced in modern
war, and ignorant of the advantages of discipline. They
were not wanting in personal courage, but they were
superstitious, strict observers of lucky and unlucky days,
and firm believers in omens. If the beasts in their
menageries were savage they attacked the enemy, if they
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were sullen they sulked in their tents. In battle the
officer ih command mdmted an elephant and became
the standard of his army. All eyes were turned towards
him ; so long as he was visible the troops rallied round
him ; directly he fell or turned they dispersed, and the
day was lost. It was thus possible for a single well-
directed shot from a field-piece to decide the fate of a
battle. The men were in great part hasty levies from
all parts of the country, and had no discipline. The
trooper, whose sole property was his horse, hesitated to
expose it to artillery fire. The foot-soldier dreaded the
enemy’s guns, and placed unlimited confidence in his
own unwieldy pieces. In the mative camps there was
neither order nor vigilance. By midnight the soldiers,
gorged with rice and stupefied with opiates, were buried
in profound slumber, and no precautions were taken to
guard against surprise. An army so constituted could
scarcely prevail against the serried ranks, the superior dis-
cipline, and the greater mobility of European troops. Yet,
so great was the prestige of the native soldiers that for more
than a hundred years the European settlers on the coast
acknowledged their superiority. The glory of inaugurat-
ing a new era belongs to Paradis, a Swiss officer in the
French sen‘ice, who, on October 24th, 1746, defeated a
native army with a single battalion, and showed how
weak was the foundation upon which the powef of the
Padishah rested.

The elements of permanence were wanting in the
Mogul Empire. The death of each sovereign was fol-
lowed by a war for the succession, and there were
constant rebellions from within and invasions from
without. Patriotism and public spirit were unknown,
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and the weak fabric of government was sustained by
a complicated system of mtnéhe and terrorism. The
earlier Padishahs had been lax and indifferent in
matters of religion. Moslems only in name, they had
allowed men of every creed to live in peace, and they
had known how to reconcile the discordant elements
jn the Empire. Aurungzebe, when he came to the
throne, abandoned this wise policy for one of intoler-
ance. He employed Moslems in all situations, threw
down the temples and prohibited the- festivals of
the Hindus, and levied a heavy poll-tax on all non-
Moslems. The Mahrattas were the first to discern
the weakness of the Mogul Empire and the signs of
its approaching decline. "Whilst professing perpetual
obedience and fidelity to Aurungzebe, the “ King of the
World,” they swooped down from their strongholds in
the western Ghauts to harry the rich plains of the
Deccan. The leader of these wild freebooters was
Sivaji, who founded an empire and a dynasty, and
established a system of blackmail, known as ckoul, under
which the unfortunate ryof purchased safety for himseli
and his crops.

The death of Aurunozebe, in 1707, was followed by
a period of disorder, during which sovereigp succeeded
sovereign in quick succession. The descendants of the
Great ¥Mogul became little more than puppets in' the
hands of their ministers, and, after Nadir Shah had
plundered Delhi in 1739, the great Empire which Babe
had founded and his successors had raised to such
a height of splendour lost all vitality. The supreme
power ceased to exercise its due authority in the pro
vinces. The Subadars appointed their own Nawabs
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they gave at best but a half-hearted allegiance to
the Crown, and in sbme instances they established
themselves in their vice-royalties as hereditary sove
reigns. The Nawabs maintained themselves in thei
districts in open or covert opposition alike to the
. Subadar and the throne, and appointed their successors
without reference to higher authority. Disputes as tc
succession naturally arose, and these, with the raids
of the Mahrattas, and the intrigues of ambitious men,
led to a series of local wars, in which the great trading
companies of England and France were, almost perforce,
involved. The whole peninsula became one gigantic
battlefield, swarming with soldiers and marauding bands,
The field of fortune was open to every one, whether of
Persia, Arabia, or Turkistan, who had the courage to use
his sword or the talents that nature had given him.
Every Nawab kept in his pay a band of Pathans—men
familiar with assassination, who did not scruple to re
move those who were obnoxious to their masters. The
Mahrattas founded states which stretched from sea tc
sea, and extended their devastating incursions to the
whole Empire. Always ready to serve the highest
bidder, and constantly changing sides, they were equally
dreaded by the friends whom they ruined by their extor-
tion and bY the foe whose country they ravaged. They
harassed the unwieldy armies of the Padishah by galloping
round them and cutting off convoys ; and when the troops
were once broken they charged home with irresistible fury.
Their cavalry moved in large bodies with almost in-
credible rapidity, and boasted that they watered their
horses alike in the Indus and the Cauvery. ¢ Wherever
their kettledrums were heard the peasant threw his bag of
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rice on his shoulder, hid his small savings in his girdle,
and fled with his wife and chil{ren to the mountains o1
the jungles, to the milder neighbourhood of the hyzna
and the tiger.” '

The Carnatic,! in which Clive commenced his Indian
career, was a district of the Deccan, and one of the
latest conquests of Aurungzebe. The first Nawab, Saadal
Ullah, having no children, adopted two nephews, Dost
Ali and Boker Ali. When he died, in 1732, Dosi
Ali proclaimed himself Nawab without reference tc
his Subadar, Nizam ul-Mulk; and Boker became gover
nor of the important fortress of Vellore. The suc
cession was peacefully effected, but the Nizam, resenting
the want of deference shown to his authority, pre
vented the issue of the royal letters of confirmation.
Dost Ali, hoping to secure French support in the event
of a conflict with his Subadar, entered into intimate
relations with M. Dumas, the governor of Pondi
cherry. He had several daughters, one of whom was
married to her cousin, Murtaza Ali, and another tc
Chunda Sahib, a man of great capacity and restless
ambition, who soon contrived to obtain for himself the
office of Diwan. The Nawab of the Carnatic was
charged with the collection of tribute from two native
states, Trichinopoly and Tanjore. In 1736 the Rajah of
Trichinepoly died, and Dost Ali, under pretext of col-
lecting the tribute, sent his eldest son, Sufdar Ali, and
Chunda Sahib with an army to seize the city. The force
marched by way of Madras and Pondicherry, and soon

! The country, from Cape Comorin to the Northern Circars,
lying east of the Ghauts and reaching to the sea on the Coromandel

noact
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accomplished its object. Chunda Sahib was appointed
governor, and Sufdar A8 returned to Arcot. Chunda
Sahib, who was destined to undergo such strange
vicissitudes of fortune during the struggle between
the English and French, was not only possessed of
great military ability, but skilled in those intrigues
which are the life and soul of oriental politics. He
was & warm admirer of M. Dumas and the French, and
at an early period offered to assist them in extending
the territory under their rule. At Trichinopoly he soon
began to affect independence, without openly throwing
off his allegiance to the Nawab, and, in 1739, he con-
quered Carical for the French.

In 1740 the Mabrattas overran the Carnatic. Dost
Ali was slain in battle, and his son, who now became
Nawab, was only too glad to purchase peace at the
cost of a year's revenue, and a secret agreement
under which the wild marauders were empowered to
attack Chunda Sahib, and take possession of Trichi-
nopoly. Towards the end of the year the compact
was carried out. The Mahrattas reappeared ; Trichi-
nopoly was captured after a gallant defence, and Chunda
Sahib was carried captive to Satara. The Mahrattas
next swept down upon Pondicherry, and demanded
the surrender of Chunda Sahib’s wife and family, who
had been sent for protection to the French ®settle-
ment. M. Dumas refused, and an attempt to capture
the fort completely failed. The bold refusal of the
French governor to surrender his guests, and his
successful defence of Pondicherry, created a profound
impression. The Padishah gave him the rank and title
of Nawab, with the command of horse; and from Cape
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Comorin to the Himalayas the prestige of the French
was raised to a greater height ¢han any European power
had previously attained.

In October 1742 Sufdar Ali was murdered at Vellore -
by his brother-in-law, Murtaza Ali, who at once pro-
claimed himself Nawab. The revolution so treacher-
ously effected was not generally accepted, and after a
short time Said Mahomed Khan, the youthful son of
Sufdar Ali, was proclaimed Nawab by the army. Before
the agitation produced by these events had subsided,
Asaf Jah, better known under his title of Nizam ul-Mulk,
paid his memorable visit to the Carnatic. He had held
high office under Aurungzebe ; and after his death had
played a leading part in the war which seated Mahomed
Shah upon the throne. His austerity of manner and
his open censure of the profligacy of the Court rendered
him obnoxious to the Padishah and his dissolute courtiers;
and a quarrel with the Vizier in 1723 led to his with-
drawal in anger to the Deccan. From that date, though
no overt act of rebellion could be charged against him,
Nizam ul-Mulk became practically independent, and one-
fourth of the mighty Empire of Aurungzebe passed for
ever from the throne of Delhi. 'When Dost Ali assumed
the office of Nawab, the Nizam had been too much
engaged in keeping a firm front towards Delhi, and in
intrigliing at the Imperial Court, to pay much attention
to the affairs of the Carnatic. But having secured his
position by the appointment of his son, Ghazi-ud-din, as
captain-general of the Mogul army, he determined to
put an end to the disorder in the countries south of the
Kistna. He reached Arcot with an army of eighty
thousand men in March 1743, and was astonished at



1 AFFAIRS IN THE CARNATIC <11

the anarclty that prevailed- Every petty governor was
introduced as a Nawab,' an, assumption of rank which
8o enraged him that, after eighteen had been presented
in one day, he ordered his guards to scourge the mnext
visitor who ventured to assume the title in his presence.

Amongst those who did homage to the Nizam was the
son of Sufdar Ali. He was well received, but, in view
of his extreme youth, Asaf Jah "appointed the com-
mander of his own army Nawab of the Carnatic; and,
on his death, selected Anwar-ud-din Khan, a brave ex-
perienced soldier, to-succeed him. TUntil the Nizam’s
visit the Carnatic had been governed by members of a
Nowait, family, which, at the time of the Mogul conquest,
had received extensive jagirs in the district, Their rule
had, on the whole, been mild and generous; and the
introduction of a stranger caused general dissatisfaction.
In deference to this feeling the Nizam only appointed
Anwar-ud-din administrator of the district and gnardian
of the young prince, who was to be installed as Nawab
when he came of age.

Anwar-ud-din arrived at Arcot in April 1744, and at
first all went well. A fitting provision was made for the
maintenance of Said Mahomed in his palace at Arcot ; and

“the only source of disquietude was the overbearing con-
duct of the Pathans who had been in his father’s service.
In June 1744 Said Mahomed presided at the Wedding
of one of his relations, and in this capacity had to
receive Murtaza Ali, the murderer of his father. Anwar-
nd-din was also invited, and as Said went forward
to meet him, with his richly attired guests, the leader
of the Pathans came forward and plunged a dagger into
his heart. As the lad fell a thousand swords leaped
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from their scabbards to avenge his death, and the mur-
derer and his companions were clit to pieces by the enraged
people. Anwar-ud-din expressed great indignation at the
murder ; but it was generally believed that the assassina-
tion had been previously arranged between him and
Murtaza Ali. He received, soon afterwards, a regular
commission as Nawab of the Carnatic; but he never
completely succeeded in winning the confidence of the
people. The angry feelings aroused by the fatal ter-
mination to the tragic drama at Arcot had scarcely sub-
sided when Robert Clive, a penniless lad, scarce nine-
teen years old, and without a friend in the country,
landed at Madras to take up his duties as a * writer” in
the East India Company’s service.



~

CHAPTER II
ENGLAND AND FRANCE IN INDIA

IN the same year, 1744, war was declared between Eng-
land and France. The two countries had taken opposite
sides in the war of the Austrian succession; they had
hitherto acted as auxiliaries, they were now to take part
in it as principals. Ever since the death of the Emperor,
Charles the Sixth, war had been imminent, and as early as
1741 the fertile brain of La Bourdonnais had conceived
the idea of capturing Madras, and firmly establishing
French predominance in India by assembling an over-
whelming naval force in the Indian seas. During the
continuance of peace the French governors of Pondi-
cherry, MM. Dumas and Dupleix, made all possible pre-
paration for the struggle ; the English did nothing.
Earlyin the seventeenth century the English established
a factory at Surat. In 1639 they founded Madras on a
narrow strip of coast land, which they had acquiréd from
the Rajah of Chandragiri. They occupied the position of
zamindars, or permanent occupiers, and paid a fixed annual
rental to the native ruler of the district. The French,
Dutch, and Portuguese settlements were founded on lands
held upon similar terms. The early history of Madras was
a troubled ome. The settlers were threatened alternately

)
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by the French and the Dutch; they were constantly
exposed to extortionate demafids for money from the
native princes and their ministers; and they were
occasionally besieged by native armies. The town,
which for many years was the chief emporium of the
English in India, was divided into White Town, or
Fort-St. George, where the Europeans lived, and Black
Town, which was occupied by the natives. Business
was conducted by the governor and his council, under
whom were the merchants, factors, and writers. All
received pay that was little more than nominal, but
every servant of the Company was allowed to engage in
private trade, and in this manner large fortunes were
made. The native custom of receiving presents was .
universally followed. The Company’s servants lived
together in the factory, and took their early dinner in
the governor’s house. Most of them had their palanquins
fitted with soft cushions, and every European, when he
went out, was followed by a boy bearing a sun-umbrella.
The young men were exposed to many temptations;
there was a general extravagance and looseness in the
mode of living, much gambling and drinking, and
frequent brawls at the punch-shops in Black Town. A
few European soldiers were maintained as a guard, and,
in times of danger Europeans and natives were called
to arms, but it was generally more convenient to buy off
-an enemy than to fight. A strict policy of non-interfer-
ence in native affairs was followed, and no attempt was
made to raise and train companies of native soldiers
after European models.

The French Compagnw des Indes established a factory
at Masulipatam in 1669, the first settlement in India
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having been made in the previous year; and in
1674 M. Martin foundé¥ Pondicherry. In 1688 the
French formed a settlement at Chandernagore, and
in 1739 they took possession of Carical. Pondicherry,
sheltered from the monsoon and free from surf, was
selected as the seat of government. Its first governor,
M. Martin, a man of rare energy and discretion, estab-
lished most cordial relations with the native . powers,
and instituted the wise policy of treating the ‘natives
as friends and equals. In October 1741 M. Dupleix,
who had already shown proofs of genius by making
Chandernagore the most flourishing settlement in Bengal,
was appointed governor. He at once had himself
proclaimed Nawab in succession to M. Dumas, and
continued his predecessor’s policy of establishing friendly
intercourse with the native princes. MM. Dumas and
Dupleix laid great stress on the fact that they held their
rank direct from the Padishah, and as Nawabs they
maintained a certain military state which was entirely
wanting in the English settlements. To M. Dumas
belongs the credit of forming the first sepoy army, for,
when besieged by the Mahrattas in 1740, he raised a
force of four thousand natives, and armed and drilled
them like Europeans. The French company was State-
aided and State-directed ; but, when war broke out, it
was heavily in debt in India, and its finances wele em-
barrassed. The English company had to make payments
to the State and overcome the indifference of the king’s
government ; yet it was well supplied with money, and
sending remittances to the proprietors in England.

The relations between the European trading companies
and the native rulers in 1744. the vear of Clive’s arrival
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in India, are best described in a letter from De Bussy to
Dupleix, written when the Frdach power in India was
ab its zenith.

To form a true judgment of the advantageous change in
the affairs of the French in India, we must go back to the
times when they were obliged, for the interest of their com-
merce, in a servile manner, to carry their presents, and pay
their homage to those petty chiefs whom we do not at
present deign to admit to our durbar, except when some par-
tienlar ihterest requires it. . .. The Nawab of Arcot, incon-
siderable as he is with regard to the Subadar of the Deccan
. . . behaved to us as a sovereign to his subjects. His
letters to our govermors ran in a strain of authority
opprobrious to the French nation. We never appeared be-
fore him but as suppliants, carrying presents, which he con-
tinually exacted from us. If any even of his inferior officers
came towards Pondicherry, formal deputations were sent out
to meet them with the greatest marks of respect. . . . For
a Subadar of the Deccan to condescend to write to the com-
mandant-general of the French was a thing unheard of, and
not to be expected. When Nizam ul-Mulk . . . came into
the province of Arcot . . . the European nations strove who
should give him the strongest marks of their submission, and
omitted no means of gaining his favour; yet he deigned not
to write to any of the governors who represented those
nations ; and hardly honoured with & look the rich presents
laid with all imaginable respect at his feet, as a token of
homage and dependence. . . .

The great plain of the Carnatic, which® was now to
becomb the theatre of war, was well cultivated and
thickly peopled. Reservoirs, maintained by Government,
supplied water for irrigation. The roads were bordered
by large trees, which gave a grateful shade, and added
to the beauty of the country. Every three or four miles
the traveller found a choulfry, or way-side resting-
place, with its attendant Brahman, in which he might

-
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rest and cool his thirst. The country was so free from
robbers that the diam8nd-merchants passed through it
without carrying a weapon of defence; and it yielded
a revenue, in proportion to its extent, equal to that of
the richest country in Europe. When the great struggle
ended with the fall of Pondicherry, the fertile lands
were waste, the villages deserted, and the roads haunted
by marauding bands.

The position of France in India, on the-outbreak of
the war of 1744, was in several respects stronger than that
of England. Her political influence amongst the natives
and her military resources were greater; her ablest
sailor, La Bourdonnais, was at Mauritius, and her settle-
ments were governed by a man of commanding genius—
Dupleix. It was-clear that the Power which could first
bring a strong naval force into the Indian seas would be
master of the situation. That advantage was gained by
England, and was recklessly thrown away. Directly
Dupleix heard that an English squadron was expected
on the coast he tried to induce Governor Morse of
Madras to agree that, notwithstanding the war, there
should be peace between the two countries in India.
Mr. Morse refused, and Dupleix then persuaded the
Nawab to forbid hostilities. Anwar-ud-din informed the
English gdvernor that he would not allow any attack
upon the French settlements, and, at the same time,
promised that, should the occasion arise, he would
protect the English from French aggression. Morse
was obliged to comply; and when in 1745 Commodore
Barnet reached Madras, he requested him to confine
his operations to the sea.

In 1746 La Bourdonnais appeared on the scene, and

c
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_ the English fleet, after an indecisive action, little credit-
able to Commodore Peyton, wh§ had succeeded to the
command, sailed for Trincomali. The situation was now
completely changed. La Bourdonnais had carried out the
first part of -his long-cherished plan. He had obtained
command of the Indian seas, and Madras, badly fortified
and garrisoned by only three hundred men, was at his
mercy. Differences of opinion between Dupleix and La
Bourdonnais delayed the attack; but, on September 21st,
1746, Madras surrendered after a feeble resistance to
the French Admiral. Under the terms of the capitula-
tion the English were to be prisoners of war; all
property belonging to the East India Company was to
be handed over to the French, and the town was to be
given up and afterwards ransomed. The ferms of the
ransom were settled by a separate treaty, and La Bour-
donnais- is said to have received a private present of
£40,000.

‘When Peyton was driven from Madras Mr. Morse
reminded the Nawab of his promised protection, but he
carelessly omitted to forward a propitiatory gift. His
representations were consequently ignored, and no steps
were taken to restrain the French. Whilst the siege was
in progress Dupleix kept the Nawab quiet by promising
him Madras when it fell, and by telling him that the
English<would pay a large sum for its ransom. When,
however, the town surrendered, and Anwar-ud-din found
that the French showed no disposition to give it up, he
sent his son, Mahfuz Khan, with an army of ten thousand
men to drive them out. The young prince on approach-
ing Madras was roughly handled by the French in a
sortie, and thought it prudent to take up a position near
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St. Thomé, where he cou]d intercept reinforcements
arriving from Pondlcherry Here, on October 24th, 1746,
he was defeated by M. Paradis in the memorable battle
which completely altered the relations between the
Europeans and the native princes, and paved the way
for the ambitious schemes of Dupleix. The superiority
of disciplined troops to native levies was firmly estab-
lished, and the European traders who, previous to the
battle, had been despised as inferiors were after it re-
garded as equals to be at once courted and feared.
Paradis, who had only two hundred and thirty Europeans
and seven hundred sepoys, owed his victory to the
discipline of his men and to the promptness and boldness
of his attack on the enemy’s guns The snccess of
the brilliant Swiss soldier and the causes which led to
it appear to have made a lasting impression on the
mind of young Clive, then a prisoner of war at Madras.
, After the victory Paradis was appointed Governor of
Madras, and, under instructions from Dupleix, declared
the treaty of ransom and all engagements between Gover-
nor Morse and Admiral La Bourdonnais null and void.
The terms of the capitulation were violated and more
onerous ones imposed. Mr. Morse and several of the
principal merchants were removed to Pondicherry ; many
of the settlers were ruined ; and others, amongst whom
was Clive, escaped to Fort St. David, where % bolder
spirit ruled over the destinies of the English. Ia
Bourdonnais, in agreeing to the terms of capitula-
tion and signing the treaty of ransom, relied upon his
instructions from home, and refused to recognise the
authority of the Governor of Pondicherry. Dupleix, on
the other hand, claimed supreme power as Governor-
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General of India, but he would probably not have
ignored the solemn promises of the Admiral if Paradis
had not previously dispersed the army of the Nawab.
The disputes and animosities of the two great French-
‘men saved the English in India from complete de-
struction. ‘

During the winter of 1746-47 the French attempted,
in a half-hearted manner, to capture Cuddalore and Fort
St. David, which had now become the seat of govern-
ment ; and in June 1748 they made a more determined
attack on the former place, which was sharply repulsed
by Major Stringer Lawrence. Throughout this period
Dupleix was all-powerful. He had a large force of
Europeans, and had succeeded in signing a treaty of amity
with the Nawab, yet he never made the one vigorous
effort that was necessary to dislodge the two hundred
Englishmen who guarded the ramparts of Fort St. David.
The golden opportunity was lost, for on August 11th,
1748, English preponderance was restored by the arrival
of Admiral Boscawen with an overwhelming force.
On September 6th Boscawen moved on Pondicherry. |
He held a commission as Admiral and Commander-in-
Chief of the land and sea forces; but he was without
experience of military operations, and Lawrence, the
only man who could have helped him in his difficulties,
had beeh taken prisoner at Ariankupam. The siege was
pushed forward with little energy and less skill; the
defence was conducted with the greatest determination
and gallantry. There could be but one result. The
English, after the loss of more than one thousand
Europeans, were obliged to raise the siege, and on October
17th they retired thoroughly disheartened to Fort St.
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David. Dupleix at once sent messengers to inform the
native princes of his successful defence of Pondicherry
against the most formidable army that had ever landed
on the shores of India. The fame of his exploits reached
Delhi, and throughout the peninsula men believed that
soldiers of France were superior to those of England.
The siege was little creditable to the British arms, yet
Clive, who served in the trenches, found an opportunity
of showing, by his gallant conduct, that high military
spirit which was conspicuous throughout his career.
Early in December news arrived that a cessation
of hostilities had been proclaimed in Europe, pending
negotiations for peace. The treaty itself, under which
there was to be a mutual restitution of conquests, was
signed at Aix-lJa-Chapelle on October 18th, 1748 ; but
it was not until August 1749 that its terms were
carried out in India by the restoration of Madras to
Admiral Boscawen. The sword was sheathed, but the
struggle, which had left behind it so many angry
passions and mutual jealousies, was soon to recom-
mence in another form. Henceforward, however, the
history of the English in India becomes more and

more intimately connected with the life of Robert
Mive



CHAPTER III -
EARLY LIFE—ARCOT

RoBERT, LorD CLIVE, was born at Styche, near Market
Drayton in Shropshire, on September 29th, 1725. His
father, Richard Clive, finding the income from the old
family estate of Styche too small for the support of a
large family, followed the profession of the law. He
appears to have been a man of hasty, sometimes violent,
temper, who never appreciated his son’s merits until he
had made himself famous, though he was afterwards
so unduly elated by his success that he could talk and
write of nothing but “ Bobby’s” triumphs. His mother,
to whom he always said that he owed more than to
any school, was a lady remarkable for her virtues, her
talents, and her sterling good sense. She was a daughter
of Mr. Gagkill of Manchester, and of her sisters one
married Mr. Bayley of Hope Hall, near Manchester, and
another‘Hugh, eleventh Lord Sempill. '
Robert Clive, who was the eldest son, was sent to
Hope Hall before he was three years old, and 'for
several years was trained and educated in Mr. Bayley’s
family. When not more than four or five he had two
severs attacks of fever, which appear to have left a con-
stitutional weakness that was the source of much trouble
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in after life. His school life commenced while he was
still very youngat Dr. Fhton’s private school at Lostocke
in Cheshire. At the age of eleven he was removed to
the care of the Rev. Mr. Burslem at Market Drayton,
with whom he remained a few years, and then, after a
brief public school experience at Merchant Taylors', he
went to a private school kept by Mr. Sterling at Hemel
Hemstead in Hertfordshire. At the last place he re-
mained until he was appointed in 1743 a writer in the
East India Company’s service. '

In early life Clive’s waywardness and his neglect of
school studies appear to have produced an unfavourable
impression upon his masters. One indeed, Dr. Eaton,
had the happy foresight to predict, “If that lad should
live to be a man, and an opportunity be given for the
exertion of his talents, few names will be greater than
his.” To the others he was only “the most unlucky boy
they had ever had in their schools,” Yet strong indica-

_tions of future character were not wanting in the lad’s
imperious temper, his insensibility to danger, his im-
patience of control, his dislike to the drudgery. of the
desk, and his keen desire to excel in all boyish pursuits.
Before he was seven years old his temper was the subject
of anxious care to his relations. “I am satisfied,” Mr.
Bayley writes, “that his fighting (to which he is out of
measure addicted) gives his temper {such] a fiercehess and
imperiousness that he flies out upon every trifling occa-
sion; for thisreason I do what I can to suppress the hero,
that I may help forward the more valuable qualities of
meekness, benevolence, and patience.” When at Market
Drayton he is said to have been the leader of a band of
youthful Mohawks in all their mischievous tricks, now
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levying blackmail on anxious s}%opkeepers trembling for
the security of their windows ; now turning his body into
a temporary dam across the street-gutter, to flood the
shop of an offending tradesman. It was in.the same
town that, on one occasion, he climbed out to obtain a
smooth stone that lay in one of the dragon-headed
gargoyles of the old Gothic church, and calmly seated
himself in mid-air, to the wondering alarm of his com-
Ppanions.

Clive left England in 1743, and, after a delay of nine
months in the Brazils, reached Madras towards the end
of 1744. The enforced detention, though it enabled him
to learn Portuguese, was unfortunate, for he found on
landing that the gentleman to whom he had been given
letters of introduction had left for England. For some
little time he was without money and without friends,
and he appears to have felt his position acutely. His
early letters to his' relations, while they show a
warm, affectionate heart, are .despondent in tone, and
display a distrust of his own powers remarkable in
one who was to give such early proof of indomit-
able will. He was dissatisfied, and begged his father
to get him transferred to Bengal, or promoted to
the rank of factor. “I don’t doubt,” he says, “but
youwll make use of all possible means for my advance-
ment. ‘The world seems to be greatly debased of late,
and interest carries it entirely before merit, especially
in this service, though I should think myself very un-
deserving were I only to build my foundation on the
strength of the former.” To a cousin he writes that
“the intemperance of the climate, together with the
excessive heat of the sun, are very noxious to our health ;
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and I really think the gdvantages which accrue to us
here are greatly overbalanced by the sacrifices we make
of our constitutions. Ihave not been unacquainted with
the fickleness of fortune, and may safely say I have not
enjoyed one happy day since I left my native country.
I am not acquainted with any one family in the place,
and have not assurance enough to introduce myself
without being asked.”

After his arrival in India Clive was fortunate enough
to obtain access to an excellent library in Government
House, and he must have made good use of the oppor-
tunity. There is no record of the manner in which he
fitted -himself for his work in life, but before Madras
surrendered he seems to have made himself a fair Latin
scholar, and to have acquired that intimate acquaintance
with the politics and character of the natives which
contributed so largely to his successful career. His
strong, decided character is said to have “rendered his
appointment as troublesome to his superiors as it was
irksome to himself ;” and his abhorrence of compulsion
is amusingly illustrated by his reply to an invitation from
the Governor’s secretary, to whom he had been ordered
to apologise: “No, sir, the Governor did not ecommand
me to dine ywith yon.” Yet when he obtained a com-
mission he mnever complained of military discipline,
and never grew impatient under its yoke. During
this period he is said, either in a fit of despair or of low
spirits, to have attempted suicide. A companion, coming
into his room on one occasion, was requested to take up
a pistol and fire it out of the window. He did so;
whereupon Clive, who was in one of his gloomy moods,
sprang up, and exclaimed: “Well, I am reserved for
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something! I have twice snapped that pistol at my
own head.”

The disgraceful surrender of Madras to the French,
and the infraction of the terms of the capitulation by
Dupleix, mark a turning-point in Clive’s career. The
proud spirit of the young civilian could ill bear the
humiliating position at Madras. He disguised himself
in native attire and fled, with Edmund Maskelyne his
future brother-in-law, to Fort St. David, where the British
flag still waved over men determined to uphold the honour
of their country. Soon after his arrival at the fort he
fought a duel with one of two ensigns in the Company’s
service who had been detected cheating at cards. He
had lost and, in refusing to pay, passed some strong
remarks on the conduct of the officer, who at once called
him out. Clive fired and missed his opponent, who,
walking up to him, held the pistol to his head and bade
him ask for his life. After some hesitation he complied,
but, when further pressed to withdraw his remarks and
promise payment, he replied, “Fire and be d—d! I
said you cheated; I say so still, and I will never pay
you.” The astonished ensign, finding threats useless, called
him a madman, and flang his pistol away. When Clive’s
friends complimented him on his behaviour, he generously
remarked, “The man has given me my life ; and though
I will never pay him nor associate with him again, I
have no right in future to mention his behaviour at the
card-table.”

Clive was at Fort St. David when the French made
their three abortive attempts upon the place during the
winter of 1746-47; and though his name is not mentioned
in connection with military affairs, he no doubt took his
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. turn of duty with the rgst of the garrison, and was a
keen, observant spectator of all that possed. The
liability of the French troops to panic, the native dread
of well-served artillery, the ease with which a small
disciplined force could keep a native army in check,
 were lessons not to be lightly forgotten. It was a time
when a writer in the Company’s service had little to do;
and it is not surprising that a man of Clive’s energetic
temperament should have elected to enter the army. In
1747 he asked for and obtained a commission as ensign ;
and in the following year he showed, at the siege of
Pondicherry, some of those soldierly qualities which, in
after years, won for him the admiration and confidence
of the troops. Upon one occasion, whilst the French
were making a vigorous sortie, he ran back from the
advanced trench to bring up powder to the battery in
which he was serving. The incident gave rise to a
remark that he had quitted his post from fear. Clive,
on hearing what had been said, went with a friend to
the officer who had made the femark, and insisted upon
instant satisfaction. As they were retiring to settle the
dispute the officer, who was following, struck him on
the ear. He at once drew, and his example was followed
by his oppogent, but before they had crossed swords
they were separated. A court of inquiry was held, and
the officer who had defamed Clive was ordered to beg
his pardon at the head of the battalion. The court,
however, unwilling to break him, took no notice of the
blow. After the siege had been raised, and the troops
had retired npon Fort St. David, Clive demanded
satisfaction for this last insult, and when it was refused
he laid his cane on the officer’s head, and told him he
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could not think of thrashing sugh a contemptible coward.
The next day the officer resigned his commission.

In these early incidents of his eareer Clive never
appears as the aggressor. He expresses his opinion
firmly and decidedly, and he is ever ready to resent an
insult; but he never seeks a quarrel. If he had possessed
the turbulent disposition with which he has been credited,
he would, in an age -when duelling prevailed, have de-
generated into a bully. The haughty reserve of his
manner was ill calculated to make him popular with the
young writers and ensigns who were his daily com-
panions, and with whom there must have been frequent
sources of quarrel, yet his worst enemies were unable
to bring forward any anecdote to his dishonour or dis-
credit. He was soon to give proof of the high qualities
that he possessed.

When hostilities ceased in December 1748 England
and France had an unusual number of troops in India
whose presence was the source of considerable anxiety
to the local governors. ‘It was impossible for either
nation to disband before the arrival of definite news
that peace had been concluded ; and it was at the same
time necessary to find employment and sustenance for
the soldiers. Each side, partly from motives of economy,
partly from a desire to gain some material advantage,
resolved to employ its troops as mercenaries in the
quarrels of the native princes. The adoption of this
policy, which Dupleix justifies in a remarkable letter
to the French Company, marks a turning-point in the
history of India. In carrying it out the English “acted
with great indiscretion, the French with the utmost
ambition.”
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The first venture of the English was in favour of a
native prince, Seiaji, who some years previously.had
been compelled to vacate the throne of Tanjore in
favour of his brother, Pertab Sing. He had been much
impressed by the ease with which the disciplined troops
of Paradis had defeated Mahfuz Khan, and determined
to solicit European assistance in an attempt to regain
his throne. An old quarrel with the French having ren-
dered the success of an appeal to Dupleix doubtful, Seiaji
applied to the English and offered, if they would restore
him, to cede Devicotta and pay the cost of the war.
Devicotta, near the mouth of the Colerun, was the chief
outlet for the trade of a rich district, sometimes called
tthe garden of Southern India,” and immediate advant-
ages would result from its possession. The English, still
smarting under the loss of Madras and the humiliating
retreat from Pondicherry, were unable to resist the
temptation, and espoused the cause of Sefaji. A first
attempt to take Devicotta in April 1749 failed.
Captain Cope, who commanded the British force, found
the ramparts manned by “innumerable troops,” and,
though wged by Clive to blow the gates open and
deliver an assault, retired to Fort St. David. A second
expedition under Major Stringer Lawrence was more
successful. Devicotta was taken, and the Tan]ore army
was afterwards sharply repulsed in an attempt to ca.pture
the pagoda of Atchaveram, which the English had
occupied. At this moment the Rajah heard of the defeat
and death of the Nawab of the Carnatic, and hastened
to conclude peace. During the second attack on Devi-
cotta, Clive, who led the forlorn hope, behaved with
great gallantry. Advancing with thirty-four Europeans
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and seven hundred sepoys, hg had some difficulty in
crossing a rivulet under a smart fire from the fort. The
sepoys hesitated and held back, while Clive and the
Europeans pushed on to the foot of the breach, where
they were suddenly charged by a party of Tanjore
horse. So impetuous was the attack that twenty-six men
were cut down in a moment, and Clive himself narrowly
escaped being sabred. )

At the close of the operations Clive, through the
influence of Lawrence, was ‘appointed Commissary to
the British troops. He had, however, scarcely taken
over his duties when he was prostrated by a severe
attack of fever, accompanied “by a hard swelling at the
pit of the stomach,” which so affected his spirits that

. the constant presence of an attendant was absolutely
necessary. On the subsidence of the fever he went to
Bengal ‘for change of air, and returned with much im-
proved health ; but his constitution had been so severely
shaken that ¢ during the remainder of his life, excepting
when his mind was ardently engaged, the oppression on
his spirits frequently returned.”

Whilst the English were engaged in supporting the
cause of Seiaji, the French, under the guidance of
Dupleix, had been making themselves masters of the
Carngtic.  Soon after his arrival at Pondicherry
Dupleix entered into communication with Chunda Sahib,
then a prisoner at Satara. He deemed it prudent to
keep on friendly terms with a man who might again be
in a position to advance French commercial interests,
and did not at first think of questioning the power of
the native princes. There can, however, be little doubt
that, after Paradis had gained the victory of St. Thomsé,
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visions of future empire and of a quicker road to fame
and - fortune than the slow paths of commerce became
more and more familiar to his mind, His dream was to
rule the Carnatic, perhaps India itself, through natives
who owed their elevation and retention of office to his
support. He saw that by skilfully taking advantage of
the mutual jealousies and rivalries of the native princes,
and by discreetly holding the balance of power between
them, he could obtain all that he wanted and enjoy the
sweets of empire without its responsibilities. e had
found in Chunda Sahib a fitting instrument for his
schemes ; and it was only necessary to wait for a favour-
able opportunity to carry out the subtle policy he bad
conceived. : .

In June 1748 the Subadar of the Deccan died, and
his death was immediately followed by a war for the
succession between his second son, Nasir Jung, and his
grandson, Muzuffar Jung. Muzuffar went to Satara to
ask Balaji Rao, the Mahratta chieftain, to support his
cause, and there met Chunda Sahib, who readily entered
into his schemes on being promised the post of Nawab
of the Carnatic. The negotiations with the Mahrattas
were communicated to Dupleix, who saw that by sup-
porting Muzuffar Jung and Chunda Sahib he would be
in a position'to give a Subadar to the Deccan and a
Nawab to the Carnatic. He guaranteed the rahsom
(£70,000) demanded for the release of Chunda Sahib,
and promised to help Muzuffar Jung with a mixed force
of Europeans and sepoys. Operations were to commence
in the Carnatic, where the people were in favour of
Chunda Sahib, and the French could most essily support
the movement. There was some delay in consequence
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of the siege- of Pondicherry and the threatening atti-
tude which Admiral Bosca,wen, who was in superior
force at Fort St. David, afterwards maintained. But
as soon as the English were fully occupied in Tanjore
Muzuffar Jung and Chunda Sahib swooped down upon
the Carnatic, and on August 3rd, with the aid of
a French detachment, gained a decisive victory over
the Nawab at Ambur. Anwar-ud-din was killed, his
eldest son,- Mahfuz Khan, was taken prisoner, and
his second son, Mahomed Ali, fled to Trichinopoly.
Arcot was occupied next day, and Muzuffar Jung, after
proclaiming himself Subadar, invested Chunda Sahib
with the government of the Carnatic. Dupleix, who
afterwards entertained the victors with great magnifi-
cence at Pondicherry, received the zamindari of eighty-
one villages in return for his support. - The capture of
the fortress of Trichinopoly, in which Mahomed Ali
had taken refuge, now became of paramount importance.
It would complete ‘the conquest of the Carnatic, and
firmly establish the supremacy of the French Nawab
before Nasir Jung, who was already gathering his forces,
could appear on the scene. Dupleix repeatedly urged
upon Chunda Sahib the necessity for immediate action,
but he could not induce him to move as long as Boscawen
* remained at Madras.

Mahomed Ali, immediately after his father's death,
applied to the English for assistance. Admiral Boscawen
was in favour of supporting him, but the Governor of
‘Fort St. David, Mr. Floyer, was anxious to regain pos-
session of Madras, and hesitated to embark on what
seemed likely to prove a doubtful enterprise. The
English complimented Chunda Sahib on his accession,
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and it was only when his reception at Pondicherry
showed the true nature of Dupleix’s schemes that they
‘realised the necessity of supporting Mahomed Ali
in their own self-defence. They reoccupied Madras at
the end of August, and it was Boscawen’s wish to
adopt energetic measures in defence of English interests.
Mr. Floyer was incapable of acting with decision. He
sent Captain Cope with a few men to Trichinopoly to
protect Mahomed Ali until the will of Nasir Jung was
known, and allowed Boscawen to sail, with all his men
except three hundred, on November 1st. The follow-
ing day Chunda Sahib left Pondicherry with a large
native force and a strong European contingent under
M. Duquesne. His destination was Trichinopoly, but
he was in want of money, and turned aside to plunder
the Rajah of Tanjore. On this expedition he wasted
precious time, which should have been devoted to the
destruction of the last refuge of his only rival; and he
was still before Tanjore when Nasir Jung entered the
Carnatic with an army of two hundred thousand men.
Chunda Sahib at once retired to Pondicherry, whilst
Mahomed Ali and Captain Cope joined Nasir Jung
at Vilour, a few miles from the French settlement.
Dupleix made vigorous efforts to meet the threatened
attack, and 'by the end of March Muzuffar Jung and
Chunda Sahib, with two -thousand Europeans?®under
D’Auteuil, were able to take up a strong position in front
of Vilnur. On April 20d Lawrence reached the camp
of Nasir Jung with six hundred men, and the soldiers
of England and France were ranged for the first time in
hostile camps as mercenaries of the native princes. An
inquiry into the pretensions of the rival Subadars would
D
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be fruitless, the claimants to the power which Nizam ul-
Mulk had gained by usurpation could appeal to no other
law than that by which it had been obtained. The
European companies gave little attention to the justice
of the cause. Each sought only its own aggrandisement
and the humiliation of its rival. Dupleix having taken
the part of Muzuffar the English were obliged in self-
defence to support Nasir Jung. On the 3rd, before
hostilities commenced, I’ Autenil sent a messenger to tell
Lawrence that he had no wish or intention to spill
European blood, and that, as he did not know his posi-
tion in the field, he could not be blamed if a shot came
that way and hurt an Englishman. Lawrence replied
that his position might be easily recognised by the
English colours on his flag-gun, and that if any shots
came his way he would certainly return them. A
brief cannonade followed, and during the night D’Au-
teuil, in consequence of a mutiny amongst the French
officers, withdrew to Pondicherry. = Muzuffar Jung
surrendered to his uncle, and was at once placed in
irons. It seemed for the moment as if the ambitious
schemes of the French governor had completely failed.
The disaster only served to show the fertility of his
genius. Whilst Lawrence was openly pressing Nasir
Jung to follow up his advantage, Dupleix was success-
fully fntriguing with the French party in his camp.
The Subadar refused to grant the extension of Madras
territory which had been promised as the price of
English assistance, and retired to lead a life of debauch-
ery and indolence at Arcot. Lawrence returned in dis-
gust to Fort St. David, and the French soon redeemed
their reputation by a successful attack on a part of
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the Subadar’s army, and by the capture of Masulipatam
and Tiruvadi. On-September 1st Chunda. Sahib and
the French attacked and entirely routed. Mahomed Ali;
and on the 11th De Bussy stormed Gingi, a fortress that
was regarded as impregnable. Nasir Jung was at last
roused to action; he moved his camp to within twelve
miles of Gingi, and commenced negotiations with the
French. Dupleix, whilst discussing the terms of a treaty,
entered into’ communication with some discontented
Pathan Nawabs and others in the Subadar’s camp, and
promised to support them when their plans were ripe
for execution. On the morning of December 16th the
French attacked Nasir Jung, who, whilst the action
was in progress, was shot by one of the conspirators.
His fall terminated the engagement. Immense treasure
in money and jewels fell into the hands of the French,
and their profégd, Muzuffar Jung, released from his bonds,
became Subadar of the Decean. On December 26th
the victorious army returned to Pondicherry, and the
division of the spoil commenced. Dupleix was ap-
pointed governor of all the countries south of the Kistna,
and was granted as a personal jagir the fortress of
Valdavur, with its lands and villages, and £10,000 a
year; Chunda Sahib was formally appointed Nawab -
of the Carnatic under the French governor; £50,000
were given to the soldiers; and the same sum, with
land yielding £40,000 a year, to the French Company.
Dupleix now assumed the state and ceremony of an
oriental prince. He clad himself in costly native
dresses, trimmed with jewels, and held regular durbars,
at which even the members of his council were com-
pelled to offer the customary presents on bended knee.
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He was always surrounded by gichly-attired attendants,
and when he rode out on his elephant he was accom-
panied by men bearing the bamners and emblems
appropriate to his rank. With a deep knowledge of
the native character, he decreed the foundation of a
town, to be called Dupleix-Futtehabad (the place of the
victory of Dupleix), on the spot where Nasir Jung fell.
His energy, his tact, and his audacity had been re-
warded by marvellous but well-deserved success; heo
ruled southern India through a puppet prince, and his
dreams of empire were at last realised. French suprem-
acy seemed so firmly established in the Carnatic that
Dupleix allowed De Bussy, with a small European force,
to accompany Muzuffar Jung to Aurungabad. They left
Pondicherry in January 1751, and not long after there
was another revolution, during which Muzuffar Jung
was killed. M. de Bussy proclaimed Salabat Jung, one
of the imprisoned sons of Nizam ul-Mulk, Subadar, and
obtained from him a confirmation of all grants made by
his predecessor to Dupleix. The army then continued
its march. ’
In the summer of 1750 the government of Fort St
David had passed into the hands of Mr. Saundors, a man
“of sound judgment, great courage, and indomitable
firmness. Ile saw the danger to which the death of Nasir
Jung fiad exposed the English sottlements, and that the
establishment of French supremacy was incompatible
with their existence. Lawrence had left, and the British
force on the coast was much inforior to that of the
French, yet with a cournge and promptitude that have
never be%n sufficiently acknowledged, he decided to
support ) u\homed Ali with all the means at his dis-
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posal. In January 1751 Captain Cope was sent with a
strong detachment to Trichinopoly, and an unsuccessful
attempt was made to capture Madura. In March
the French took the field, and an English force under
Captain Gingen, with whom Clive, now restored to
health, served as commissariat officer, was ordered to
observe them. Having ascertained that their destina-
tion was Trichinopoly, Gingen established himself at
Volcondah, a large town forty-five miles from Trichi-
nopoly on the road to Arcot. On July 20th an unsuc-
cessful attempt to take the fort at that place led fo a
disgraceful panic. The English fled amidst the taunts of
their native allies and abandoned their camp, guns, and
'ammunition.. With hardly an attempt at resistance they
were driven from one strong position to another until,
on July 28th, they found safety beneath the walls of
Trichinopoly. Clive, who with others had attempted
to rally the fugitives, returned to Fort St. David, where
his gallantry was afterwards rewarded by promotion to
the rank of captain.

The town of Trichinopoly is situated in a plain about
half a mile from the right bank of the Cauvery, and at
the time of the siege it was rectangular in form, and
nearly four, miles i circumference. It was protected
by a double enceinte of masonry with flanking towers,
and by & ditch thirty feet wide and fifteen fedt deep.
In the north quarter of the town a large mass of gneiss,
crowned by a Siva temple, rose abruptly to a height
of two hundred and thirty-six feet, and afforded a com-
manding view over the historic plain upon which England
and France contended for the supremacy of India. The
plain, though apparently level, is full of hollow ways,
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which afford good cover for troops, and give a person
thoroughly acquainted with the ground great advan-
tages ; and water can always be obtained. ~South of the
town the rock is everywhere close to the surface, and
in this direction are the Sugar-loaf Rock, and the
Golden Rock, about a hundred feet high; while to
the east are some low hills, known as the French
Rocks, and the almost inaccessible rock of Elmiseram.
These rocks were much used by both armies, and one
of them, the Golden Rock, was immortalised by the
heroism of Lawrence’s grenadiers. Some twelve miles
west of Trichinopoly the Cauvery is divided by the island
of Seringham into two branches, which would naturally
reunite fifteen miles east of the town if they were not
kept apart by an ancient dam. The northern arm takes
the name of Colerun, and, after a course of ninety miles,
reaches the sea near Devicotta; the southern spreads
out into innumerable channels, and converts the district
of Tanjore into the garden of southern India. On an
island, in face of Trichinopoly, is the celebrated pagoda
of Seringbam, with its hall of a thousand columns and its
elaborately-carved granite monoliths, and not far from
it is the less important temple of Jamba Kishna. The
island, with its two pagodas, is a convenient position for
a besieging army that can keep its communications open;
when fghab ceases to be the case it becomes a trap. The
ancient dam, erected to regulate the irrigation of Tanjore,
was protected by the fort of Koiladi, which belonged to
Trichinopoly, and the rulers of this place, by threatening
to cut off the water supply, could always ensure the sub-
mission of Tanjore, A knowledge of this fact ranged
the Rajah of Tanjore on the side of the English, and
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for a long time their only communication between the
coast and Trichinopoly Was through his territory.

When Captain Gingen fell back on Trichinopoly,
Chunda Sahib and the French, under M. Law, occupied
Seringham, and, crossing the Cauvery, established bat-
teries at the French Rocks, to ‘the east of the town.
Mr. Saunders, who was fully alive to the gravity of the
crisis, determined to hold on at all hazards to Trichino-
poly. Reinforcements arrived from England at the end of
June, and soon afterwards Mr. Pigot, a member of Council,
and Clive succeeded in passing men and stores into the
town. As they were returning they were attacked, and
had to seek safety in flight after their ammunition was
exhausted, and seven of their small escort of twelve
sepoys had been killed.- A little later, Clive, after a
sharp skirmish with the French, entered Trichinopoly
with a second convoy. On his return to Fort St. David
in August he drew a lamentable picture of the condition
of the garrison. The men were disheartened, and had
lost all confidence in their commander. The officers
were without enterprise; they passed their time in
quarrelling, and made no attempt to annoy the enemy,
who were in superior force, and seemed inclined to
press the siege vigorously. It was clear that the town
would fall tinless a vigorous effort were made to relieve
it; and that, when it fell, the safety of thes British
settlements would be seriously endangered. The position
of the English was in truth well-nigh desperate.

This crisis of the war was Clive’s opportunity.
With true military instinct he saw that Dupleix, by
detaching De Bussy to Aurungabad, and sending M.
Law and Chunda Sahih to Trichinonalv. had laft. Arent



40 LORD CLIVE OHAP.

unprotected ; and that an attack on the capital of the
Carnatiec would probably induce the enemy to detach a
portion of his besieging force from Trichinopoly for
_its protection. He propoesed to the Governor of Fort
St. David to lead an expedition against Arcot, and his
suggestion was eagerly adopted. Mr. Saunders almost
denuded Madras and Fort St. David of troops to form
the detachment ; though after all it only consisted of
two hundred Europeans and three hundred sepoys,
with three light field-pieces. To command the men
there were eight officers, of whom six had never seen
a shot fired in anger, and four had, like their chief,
oxchanged the pen for the sword, With this small
force, apparently so little fitted for a perilous enter-
prise, Clive marched out of Madras, on September
6th, to win deathless renown. On the 9th he was
at Conjeveram, and, hearing there that Arcot was
garrisoned by eleven hundred men, sent back to
Madras for two eighteen-pounders. There was, how-
ever, no pause, and on the 11th the detachment, after
marching with unbroken ranks through one of those
fierce thunderstorms that occasionally sweep over the
plains of the Carnatic, halted within ten miles of
Arcot. During the march Clive showed that he pos-
sossed that insight into native character which is so
essentisk to success in an oriental country, and proved
himself a born leader of men. In six short days he
wolded his hastily-gathered force together, and imparted
to it his own enthusiastic confidence in the result of the
entorprise. The natives were awed by the strict discipline
maintained, and by the steady onward march, unchecked
by the horrors of the driving storm. The garrison fled
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without firing a shot, and the British column marched
through streets . thronged with one hundred thousand
wondering spectators, to take possession of the fort.

The prize was won, but Clive knew well that the enemy
would dispute his power to keep it as sopn as they had
recovered from their panic and realised the smallness of
his force. Preparations were at once made to resist the
inevitable siege. The principal inhabitants were con-
ciliated by the restoration of their property ; the towns.
people were so well treated that they remained neutral-
throughout the operations; provisions and stores were
collected ; the existing defences were. strengthened, and
new works thrown up. A purely défensive policy, how--
ever, would have created a bad impression, and was
little suited to the impetuosity of Clive’s character.
On September 15th and 17th he beat up the enemy’s
quarters, and on the 25th he surprised their camp
before daylight, and completely dispersed them without
the loss of a man. Shortly afterwards the enemy, em-
boldened by the absence of a strong detachment, which
had been sent to Conjeveram to meet and escort the two
eighteen-pounders from Madras, hazarded a night attack,
Two attempts were made to force the main gates, and
throughout the night a continuous fire of musketry was
dlrected agamst the fort; but everywhere a bold front
was shown by the garrison, and when, in the gray da.wn,
the absent detachment was seen entering the town the
enemy fled.- Meantime the occupation of Arcot had
produced the desired effect. Chunda Sahib detached four
thousand men from the force with which he was block-
ading Trichinopoly, and entrusted the recovery of his
capital to his son, Rezza Sahib, who was joined on the
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march by one hundred and fifty French soldiers from
Pondicherry. ‘ .

Rezza Sahib entered the city on October 3rd, and took
up his quarters in the palace of the Nawab. The next day
Clive made a vigorous sortie, and drove the French troops
from their guns; but he was unable to follow up his ad-
vantage, and was eventually obliged to withdraw with
heavy loss. On the 6th Murtaza Ali joined Rezza Sahib
with two thousand men, and completed the investment.
The siege that followed is one of the most remarkable
in history. The fort was near the centre of the town,
and more than a mile in circumference. The walls
were crumbling. The ramparts were too narrow for
guns in action. The parapets were low and of peril-
ously weak profile. The flanking towers were either in
ruins or so small that only one gun could be mounted
on each. The fausse-braie was unfinished  and had no
parapet. The wet ditch, nearly everywhere fordable,
was in places dry or choked with rubbish. The two
gateways, huge piles of masonry projecting forty feet
beyond the wall, were approached by solid causeways
that had no drawbridges; and the houses, which ran
up to the foot of the glacis, gave excellent cover to
sharpshooters within easy musket-shot of the ramparts.
Such was the place that Clive dared to defend with a
handfil of men against an army of one hundred and
fifty Europeans, two thousand trained sepoys, three thou-
sand native cavalry and five thousand native footmen.
For seven long weeks the fort was girdled with fire:
from the adjoining houses came a ceaseless rattle of
musketry, from the gun and mortar batteries an almost
continuous storm of shot and shell. Incautious exposure
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on the ramparts was certain death, and no one was
allowed to remain upon them except those whose duty
it was to watch the foe. Clive, whose sleepless vigil-
ance and fearless courage were conspicuous throughout,
kept up the spirits of his men by repeated sorties. He
constructed retrenchments in rear of the breaches in the
walls, and raised a mound from which his gunners
could fire upon the Nawab’s palace. Messengers to beg
for aid were despatched to Madras and to Morar Rao,
the Mahratta chieftain, who, though engaged to assist
Mahomed Ali, was waiting to see which side would
prove the stronger. A small detachment sent from
Madras was compelled to return without attaining its
object. Morar Rao, filled with admiration of the fighting
qualities of Clive and his men, promised immediate
assistance.

On November 10th Rezza Sahib made a last attempt
to bribe Clive, and, when that failed, to intimidate
him into a peaceful surrender of the fort; his over-
tures and threats were alike treated with contempt.
On the 20th the garrison were cheered by the ap-
pearance of the Mahratta horsemen, who swept. like a
whirlwind round the city and intercepted the ememy’s
supplies. About the same time news reached Rezza Sahib
that the Madras detachment, strongly reinforced, was
again advancing under Captain Kilpatrick, ﬂ.;ld he
determined to hazard an assault before its arrival com-
pelled him to retire. The day selected for the attempt
was the first of Moharram, the festival of the martyred
Imams, Hassan and Hussein, which' fell that year on
November 25th. Clive, warned by his spies of the
designs of the enemy, made his dispositions, and then,
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worn out with fatigue, lay down to sleep. The assault
was delivered at dawn, and the stormers, inflamed to
madness by bang, and impelled by religious frenzy,
rushed forward with impetuosity to win death and the
joys of Paradise in the deadly breach. Four columns
advanced to the attack. Two tried to force open the
gates by employing elephants, with iron plates on their
heads, as battering-rams ; but the huge beasts, galled by
the musketry fire from the fort, turned and, charging
the advancing columns, threw them into disorder. The
remaining columns attempted to storm the two breaches.
The assailants crossed the ditch and crowded into the
unfinished fausse-braie and the breaches. The defenders
reserved their fire until the stormers reached the ditches
of the retrenchments, and then delivered it with crushing
effect. Hand-grenades and shells, previously prepared,
were rolled over the parapet into the surging erowds in
the fausse-braie, while the supports, as they advanced,
were met by a heavy fire of musketry and artillery.
Clive himself, at a critical moment, laid one of the field-
pieces with his own hands, and sank a raft on which the
enemy were crossing the ditch. After an hour’s struggle
the enemy were repulsed at every point, and the shattered
columns slowly withdrew to the adjacent houses, whence
they kept up a harassing fire against the fort. Suddenly
the ﬁr‘ing ceased. The enemy had hurriedly decamped,
leaving guns, ammunition, and treasure chest behind ;
and when daylight broke, two hundred unconquered
soldiers, who had survived the perils of the siege,
marched out to reap the fruits of victory. Who shall
apportion praise where all were worthy$ Officers and
men, European and sepoy, were animated by the same
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undaunted spirit; they were one in their absolute
devotion to the young chief who had taught them to
triumph over every obstacle, and one in their heroic
endurance of hardship and privation. When the rice
began, to fail the sepoys begged that the grain might
be reserved for their European comrades, and that
they might be given only the water in which it was
boiled. Military history, full as it is of noble acts of
heroism, records no more touching instance of seli-
devotion.

On the evening of the 26th Kilpatrick marched into
Arcot with the long-expected reinforcements, and on
the 30th Clive took the field with two hundred Euro-
peans, seven hundred sepoys, and one thousand Mahratta
horse. After receiving the submission of Timeri, and
making a demonstration towards Vellore, he marched
on Arni, and on December 14th defeated Rezza Sahib
and a force of five thousand men, including three
hundred Europeans who had recently arrived from
Pondicherry. The victory, which was greatly due to
the skilful use made by Clive of his artillery, was com-
plete; the enemy-retired in disorder, and much booty
fell into the hands of the victors. The effect produced
by this first, success of the English in the open field was
instantaneous ; six hundred trained sepoys passed over
with their arms, and were enrolled in the British force ;
and many of the small local chiefs submitted to Ma.-
homed Ali. The force of Rezza Sahib having thus
been dispersed, Clive determined to reduce the great
pagoda of Conjeveram, on the line of communication
between Madras and Arcot, which was still occupied by
the French. The commandant held out until the walls
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were breached, and then evacuated the pagoda. Clive,
after destroying the defences and reinforcing the garri-
son of Arcot, returned to Madras, and thence proceeded
to Fort St. David to report to Government on the
result of his campaign.



CHAPTER IV
CAVERIPAK—TRICHINOPOLY

CLIVE had no sooner retired from the field than Rezza
Sahib began to reassemble his troops and ravage the
Company’s territory. Villages were burned, and even
the country houses of the English at the foot of St.
Thomas’s Mount were plundered. The Company’s
revenue was so seriously impaired by these inroads
that it was deemed indispensable to check them
before an attempt was made to relieve Trichinopoly.
Early in February Clive was sent to Madras, and on
the 22nd he again took the field with three hundred
and eighty Europeans, one thousand three hundred
sepoys, and six field-pieces. ~The force opposed to
him, which consisted of four hundred Europeans, two
thousand sepoys, two thousand five hundred native
cavalry, and a large train of artillery, was then Iying in
an entrenched camp at Vendalore, about seventeen miles
south-west of Madras. Clive, half of whose men had
been drawn from the Arcot garrison, marched on Ven-
dalore, and on reaching that place ascertained that Rezza
Sahib had broken up his camp and concentrated at Con-
jeveram. He at once realised the serious danger to which
Arcot was exposed, and fearing the result of a sudden
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attack on its weakened garrison, made a forced march
to Conjeveram, which surrendered at the first summons.
The troops were too fatigued to continue their march
that day, but next morning they followed Rezza Sahib,
who was now known to be in full march on Areot. At
sunset, when in sight of Caveripak, the column unex-
pectedly came into contact with the enemy, and was
greeted by a heavy fire from nine guns, which had been
posted in a thick mango grove some two hundred and
fifty yards to the right of the road. Clive, whose
presence of mind never forsook him, at once provided
for the safety of his baggage, and disposed his troops
for action. He ordered part of them to take cover.in a
watercourse to the left of the road, and sent the re-
mainder to hold Rezza Sahib’s cavalry in check on the
plain beyond. After two hours’ desultory fighting by
moonlight, during which the English guns were almost
silenced by the superior fire of the enemy, Clive saw that
he must either gain possession of the guns in the grove or
retire, The French battery was protected in front by a
ditch and bank and supported by one hundred Europeans
and a large force of sepoys, but a sergeant who had been
sent forward to reconnoitre reported that the enemy were
eagerly watching the fight in front and had posted no
sentries behind the grove. Clive immedis',tely ordered
a detachment to attack the battery in rear, and for a
short distance accompanied its advance. On his return
he found that the men in the watercourse, discouraged
by his absence, were on the point of giving way, and it
was with some difficulty that he was able to rally them.
Soon afterwards the detachment, after narrowly escaping
detection, entered the grove and delivered a volley at
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thirty yards. The enemy, taken by surprise, abandoned
their guns and fled, whilst the English remained under
arms until daylight disclosed the completeness of the
victory they had won. The army which Dupleix had raised
with so much difficulty was destroyed, and the reputa-
tion of the British arms was firmly established.

Clive, after receiving the surrender of the fort at
Caveripak, marched to Arcot, and next day moved to-
wards Vellore. But whilst on the march he received
orders to return to Fort St. David with his whole force
and take command of an expedition for the relief of
Trichinopoly. On his way to the coast he passed the
rising town of Dupleix-Futtehabad, where Dupleix had
planned the erection of a lofty monument, with inserip-
tions in various Eastern languages to commemorate the
triumph of his arms. Clive, who well understood the
impressionable nature of .the mnative character, deter-
mined to remove all visible trace of French supremacy.
The stately buildings were razed to the ground, and
the spell of Dupleix’s genius was broken when it was
known that an Englishman had dared to destroy his
most cherished trophies.

Three days after his arrival at Fort St. David, Clive
was again ready to take the field, and he was on the
point of marching when Lawrence arrived from Er’xgland
and assumed the command as senior officer. It was mo
doubt & great disappointment, but he cheerfully took
service under his old chief, and remained with him
throughout the operations, The gallant defence of
Arcot had induced the Rajahs of Mysore and Tanjore to
support Mahomed Ali, and at the close of 1751 the
garrison of Trichinopoly was awaiting the arrival of the

B
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Mysore army which was on its way from Seringapatam,
A junction was effected on February 6th, 1752, after
two affairs with the enemy, in one of which the English
were worsted ; and shortly afterwards a small force
arrived from Tanjore. Captain Gingen, who commanded
at Trichinopoly, was without ability and without enter-
prise; and the fatal spirit of division amongst the
officers, to which we have already alluded, had lowered
them in the estimation of the native princes. Towards
the end of March the situation had become serious, and
the safety of the town depended upon Lawrence’s rapid
advance. -Dupleix, kept well informed of the move-
ments of the English, was fully alive to the gravity of
the crisis, and knew that if he could only crush the
relieving column Trichinopoly would fall, and French
influence be firmly: re-established. He had repeatedly
pressed M, Law to storm the town while Clive was at
Arcot, and now he sent forward every soldier he could
spare, and ordered him to mass his troops and attack-
Lawrence while on the march. Law decided to wait until
the English column reached the vicinity of Trichinopoly,
but when the time for action came he was so morbidly
anxious for the safety of his camp and his communica-
tions that he divided his force instead of massing it,
and lgst his opportunity.

Lawrence marched from Fort St. David on March 28th,
and on April 7th arrived within eighteen miles of Trichino-
poly. . The next day he passed within range of the guns of
Koiladi fort, and on the 9th he completely outmanceuvred
Law and eutered the town with his convoy. On this last
occagion Clive distinguished himself by seizing a large
stone building on the plain, and holding the French in
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check while the relieving column filed past. On the
10th Lawrence arranged with the Nawab and his allies
to attack -the French camp, but natives, ready and
resolute as they appear to be in council, are slow and
dilatory in execution. They are tied down by fasts and
feasts, by lucky and unlucky days, and the opportunity is
lost before they are ready to attack. Such was the case
in this instance. Law became aware of the design, and
on the 14th, without having been defeated in the field,
and in spite of the protests of Chunda Sahib, he burned
his stores and withdrew to Seringham. He committed
the fatal mistake of massing his troops on an island, in
the presence of a force strong enough to operate on both
sides of the river. Lawrence, an experienced soldier,
well tried in many a hard fight, was not the man .to
allow such a blunder to remain unpunished. On the
17th he ordered Clive with a picked body of troops to
cross the river and take up a position that would enable
him to intercept all supplies' sent from Pondicherry.
The selection of Clive, who was the junior captain with
the force, for this service led to a remonstrance on the
part of his seniors, but the question was soon settled by
the refusal of the Mahrattas and native allies to serve
under any other leader. The detachment crossed the two
rivers before daylight and occupied the two pagodas and
village of Samiaveram, ten miles from Seringham, on the
high road to Pondicherry.

On the 19th Lawrence visited Clive to concert
further measures, and arrangements were then made
.to attack the fortified pagoda of Pitchanda, which
protected the passage of the river opposite Seringham.
The fort of Lalgudi, in which grain for ten thousand
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men for two months had been stored, was stormed on
the 22nd ; and, on the 26th, Clive, after leaving a small
party at the pagodas, moved out to intercept I’Auteuil,
who was reported to be at Uttatur with a convoy and
reinforcements. On reaching Uttatur he could hear
nothing of the French convoy, and, suspecting that he
was the victim of a ruse to draw him from his post,
he hurriedly retraced his steps and re-entered Samia-
veram about 11 p.M, after having marched thirty miles
since daybreak. Law, who had been informed of the
march, ordered a detachment of eighty Europeans, of
whom forty were English deserters, and seven hundred .
sepoys to march after dark and attack the pagodas at
dawn. The French, unaware of Clive’s return, reached
Samiaveram about 4 A.M. on the 27th, and were challenged
by the English sentries, who, receiving the answer
“Friends” from one of the deserters, suspected nothing
until the French fired a volley. Clive, springing from
his bed, which was struck by a shot, ran towards the
firing, and thus joined the French sepoys as they were
forcing their way into the lower pagoda. Believing them
to be his own men seeking shelter under the influence of
a panié, he began to abuse them in their own language,
when one of the native officers, suspecting him to be an
Englishman, attempted to cut him down. Clive parried
the blow by running in and receiving it from the hilt on
his shoulder, and then, realising his mistake, disengaged
himself and went in search of his European detachment,
which he found drawn up under arms. Meantime the
- French had obtained possession of the pagoda, and in an
attempt to retake it an officer and several men were killed.
It was then decided to bring the guns up and wait for
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daylight. When day broke the French commander at-
tempted to cut his way out at the head of his troops,
but he and the leading men were shot down, and those
who escaped retired to the pagoda Clive now “ad-
vanced into the porch of the gate to parley with the
enemy, and, being weak with the loss of blood and fatigue,
stood with his back to the wall of the porch, and leaned,
stooping forward, on the shoulders of two sergeants
The officer of the English deserters presented himself
with great insolence, and telling Captain Clive with
abusive language that he would shoot him, fired his
musket. The ball missed him, but went through the
bodies of both the sergeants on whom he was leaning,
and they both fell mortally wounded.” The French
within the pagoda soon afterwards surrendered; but
their sepoys, who were outside, tried to escape, and
were sabred to a man by the Mahratta horse. Pit-
chanda submitted on May 21st, and on June 8th
D’Auteuil, who had been collecting stores at Volcondah,
surrendered with his whole force to Clive Law was
now completely cut off from Pondicherry and had lost all
hope of relief; desertions on a large scale became frequent,
and on the 14th he capitulated. The same day Chunda
Sahib, who had previously given himself up to the Tan-
jore general, was barbarously murdered in circumstances
not altogether creditable to Lawrence and the English.
The surrender of Law was followed by disputes
between Mahomed Ali and his allies, which were
fostered by Dupleix as a means of retrieving the dis-
aster to his arms. Mahomed Ali, who had promised
~ Trichinopoly to the Rajah of Mysore as the price of
his assistance, declined to hand the town over until
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he had been placed in full possession of the Carnatic.
The Mysore general insisted on the fulfilment of the
agreement. The Rajah of Tanjore could not allow the
town to fall into the hands of Mysore. And Morar Rao,
the Mahratta chief, urged both sides to stand firm, in the
hope that & quarrel might bresk out which would give
him a chance of seizing the prize. Lawrence, after vainly
pressing the native chiefs to advance on Arcot, moved
northwards, and on July 18th reached Tiruvadi, where
he was taken ill and obliged to hand over the command
to Captain Gingen. The Governor, though temporarily
deprived of his best leaders—for Clive also was ill—was
" unwilling to remain inactive, and determined to complete
the discomfiture of the French by capturing Gingi, the
only important fortress that remained in their hands.
Lawrence, ill as he was, went to Madras to protest
" against an expedition which, without a leader of the
stamp of Clive or De Bussy, was foredoomed to failure ;
but his opinion was overruled by Mr. Saunders, and the
result was disastrous. The English were beaten, and
the French, following up their success, advanced to the
bounds of Fort St. David. The advantages gained by
the brilliant operations round Trichinopoly were lost,
and the situation became so serious that Lawrence,
though still unwell, was obliged to take the field. On
Aungust 28th he left Fort St. David, and two days
later defeated the French, and took Dupleix’s nephew,
who was in command, prisoner. The bad impression
produced by the failure of the Gingi expedition was .
thus removed, and the Mahrattas, whose attitude had
become doubtful, rejoined Lawrence, and helped him to -
reduce the country round Pondicherry.
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The north-east monsoon was now at hand, and
before it broke Governor Saunders wished to turn the
French out of Covilam and Chingleput, two forts of great
strength some twenty and forty miles respectively to
the south of Madras. The only troops available for
the attack were two hundred European recruits, the
sweepings of the London jails, who had recently
arrived, and five hundred untrained sepoys. Few
officers would have ventured to risk their reputation
by leading such men, but Clive, with that supreme
self-confidence which enabled him to triumph over
apparently unsurmountable obstacles, at once volun-
teered for the command. He left Madras with four
twenty-four-pounders and a detachment so little dis-
ciplined that it fled in terror when, on taking up a posi-
tion in front of Covilam, an officer was killed. He had
the greatest difficulty in stopping the flight of his men,
and in leading them back to the fort; and it was only
by constantly exposing himself wherever the fire was
hottest that he succeeded in winning their confidence
and shaming them into steadiness. There is no more
striking instance of the magic influence of Clive’s brilliant
courage and contempt for danger. The fort soon fell,
and the morning it capitulated a detachment advancing
to ita relief was defeated. Clive followed up his guccess
by pushing on to Chingleput, which surrendered as soon
as its walls had been breached. He then returned to
Madras.

The operations in the field during 1752 had on
the whole been unfavourable to the French. The
intrigues with the native princes, which Dupleix set on
foot after the Seringham disaster, and conducted with
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consummate skill, were more successful. Before the
close of the year the Mahrattas had openly joined the
French, and the Mysore general, to whom Seringham
had been entrusted, had followed their example. On
January 17th, 1753, Lawrence again took the field, but
Clive’s health was so completely broken that he was
compelled to return to England. He embarked in
February 1753, shortly after his marriage with Miss
Margaret Maskelyne, sister of Dr. Nevil Maskelyne,
afterwards Astronomer-Royal, and of Edmund Maske-
lyne, with whom he had escaped from Madras when the
terms of the capitulation were ignored by Dupleix.

In this, the first period of his career, Clive had shown
that he possessed, in its fullest extent, that most striking
of all human qualities—true valour. He had rendered
himself conspicuous by volunteering for all services of
danger, and by exhibiting in them a rare combination of
daring courage, sound judgment, quickness of apprehen-
sion, and readiness of resource. To personal danger
he was absolutely indifferent ; for death he had a lofty
contempt ; in sudden emergencies his presence of mind
was remarkable ; his heroic spirit rose superior to the
depressing influences of disease; when hostilities were
imminent the gloom.that overshadowed his life disap-
peared,; the din of battle, the smell of powder, steadied
his nerves and cleared his head, and the excitement of
action served but to increase the activity of his mind.
Born with an undoubted genius for war, he never re-
ceived that training which would have made him a great
general. He was no consummate master of the art of
war like Marlborough, Napoleon, or Wellington. There
is little trace of skilful combination in his plang
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and on some occasions he appears to have neglected
the most obvious military precautions. To seek the
enemy and, on finding him, to attack with headlong
valour seems to have been his guiding principle, and his
successes were due rather to his personal intrepidity, and
to his power of inspiring large masses of men with con-
fidence, than to studied plans or dexterous manceuvres.
His influence over natives was unbounded ; and he pos-
sessed in an eminent degree the qualities requisite in
a successful leader of native troops. No man more fully
understood their character, or more completely won their
confidence. His insensibility to danger and his reckless
courage exerted such magic influence over their minds
that they were ready to follow him in the most desperate
enterprises. His men believed that wherever he went
glory and victory followed; throughout India he was
known as Sabat Jung (Daring in War) ; and it may be
said of him, as it was of Napoleon, that his presence on
the field of battle was equivalent to forty thousand men.

Lord Chatham once paid Clive the compliment of call-
ing him a “heaven-born general”; and on another oceasion
he described him more happily as a man “whose resolution
would charm the King of Prussia, and whose presence
of mind has, astonished the Indies.” Stringer Lawrence,
under whom Clive first distinguished himself, writes of
the Arcot expedition in the following terms: “This
expedition was attended with uncommon sucecess, which
some people were pleased to term fortunate and lucky;
but, in my opinion, from the knowledge I have of the
gentleman, he deserved, and might expect from his con-
duct, everything as it fell out. A man of an undaunted_
resolution, of a cool temper, and a presence of mind
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which never left him in the greatest danger. Born a
soldier, for without a military education of any sort, or
much conversing with any of the profession, from his
judgment and good sense, he led an army like an ex-
perienced officer and a brave soldier, with a prudence
that certainly warranted success. This young man's
early genius surprised and engaged my attention as well
before as at the siege of Devicotta, where he behaved
in courage and judgment much beyond what could be
expected from his years, and his success afterwards con-
firmed what I had said to many people concerning
him.”

In considering this period of Clive's career it should
not be forgotten that Dupleix was the first to conceive
the brilliant idea of Indian Empire, and that the French
first made the three capital discoveries for the conquest
of India—that native armies were unable to resist
the disciplined troops of Europe; that European dis-
cipline could be readily imparted to natives; and that,
in Asiatic warfare, the true way to victory is to attack
boldly and without hesitation. To the young English
clerk belongs the glory of having made those discoveries
his own, and of having applied them with a cool self-
confidence that commanded success. His brilliant de-
fence qf Arcot saved the Company’s settlements on the
Coromandel coast from destruction, and taught the wild
Mahratta horsemen, no less than the native levies and
allies of Dupleix, that the English could fight. It
was the turning-point of the fortunes of the English in
India. His victory at Caveripak and his destruction of
Dupleix’s trophies, broke the spell of French invincibility,
and showed the natives that the crisis had brought forth
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an Englishman who was not only able bat ready to dis-
pute the extravagant claims of the French governor.
Unfortunately there is no correspondence to throw light
on the motives that guided Clive's conduct during this
period of his life. He was determined to advance by
merit and not by interest; and he was apparently
animated by a sincere determination to promote the
welfare of the Company and by an ardent desire for
distinction. In some sense he seems to have looked
upon himself as an instrument of the Divine Will
Speaking long afterwards in the House of Commons
be is reported to have said: “In this critical situation
I was called forth, and it pleased God to make me the
instrament of their (the Company’s) delivery.” It was
indeed patent to every one that British interests in
India had been saved from destruction by the genius
and energy of one man, and the “hero of Arcot,”
on reaching England, was received with those flatter-
ing marks of rezard which are so freely offered to
the successful soldier. The fame of his exploits had
preceded him. His father, who, on first hearing of
his son's euccess, had remarked that “the booby
bad eome eense after all,” had lost mo opportunity
of sounding his praises. His brave eonduct and his
success were the talk and wonder of the pablic; and,
in the eonversation of the day, he was compared to the
great generals of former times. The Court of Directors
had written to the Governor of Fort St. David of “the
great recard ” they had “for the merit of Captain Clive,
to whose courage and conduct the late tarm in our
affairs has been maiuly owing; he may be assured of
our having a8 just sense of his services™ They had
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toasted him at their banquets as “ General ” Clive ; and,
after his return to England they voted him a diamond-
hilted sword, worth £500, ““as a token of their esteem,
and of his singular services to the Company on the
coast of Coromandel.” 'With rare good taste and feeling
he declined this last distinction unless a similar honour
were conferred upon his master in the art of war—
Stringer Lawrence.

Clive had brought home a fair fortune, and his first
use of it was to clear off the encumbrances on the family
estate and pay his father’s debts. He was, however,
soon ' carried away by the attention paid to him in
society, and, partly from vanity, partly from ambition,
led a life of extravagance far beyond his means, His
dress, his liveries, his carriages and his horses were
brilliant and costly even for those times; and his outlay
on these luxuries, combined with the expense of a con-
tested election followed by a petition, nearly involved
him in pecuniary difficulties. While Clive’s name was
in every mouth, Henry Pelham, who had been almost
uninterruptedly Prime Minister since the fall of Walpole,
died, and was succeeded in the Government by the
Duke of Newcastle. On. April 8th, 1754, Parliament
was dissolved, and in the elections that followed—those
rendergd memorable by the pictures of Hogarth—Clive
stood for the borough of St. Michael's in Cornwall,
which then returned two members. Newcastle hoped
to secure the return of both, but he was opposed by
Lord Sandwich and Fox. Clive, who had attracted the
favourable notice of Fox, was brought forward in the
Sandwich interest, and, thanks to a large expenditure
of money, was returned. A petition was presented
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against his return, and the case was brought before a
Committee of the whole House. A fierce party contest
ensued, which was Tather a trial of strength between
the parties of Newcastle and Fox in the new House of
Commons than an impartial examination into the merits
of the election. The Committee decided in favour of
Clive, but, when the resolution was reported, the Tories,
who hated Fox more than they despised Newcastle,
voted with the Government and Clive was unseated.
He was greatly disappointed ; he could no longer look
forward to a political career in England ; the fashionable
life he had been leading was impossible with straitened
means, and his thoughts naturally turned towards India,
where another fortune might be readily acquired. He
applied for employment, and the Company and the
Government eagerly availed themselves of his services.

»



CHAPTER V
THE WAR IN BENGAL

THE aspect of foreign affairs was threatening; Europe
was arming for the gigantic struggle which was to be
known in history as the Seven Years’ War; and an
early rupture was expected between FEngland and
France. The colonists of the two countries had com-
menced fighting in America; and it was manifest that,
if war broke out in Europe, it would soon extend to
India. The Directors of the East India Company, fore-
seeing the coming storm, determined to strengthen their
position in the Carnatic and to destroy French influence
in the Deccan. They appointed Clive to Fort St.
David, and, to avoid any disputes about rank, they
obtained for him a commission-as Lieutenant-Colonel in
the King’s army. They intended that Clive, before
proceeding to his government, should assemble a force )
at Bombay, and in conjunction with the Mahrattas
attack the French and their allies in the Deccan. When,
however, the expedition was planned, the Duke of
Cumberland insisted that Colonel Scott, who had gone
out to India in the previous year as chief engineer,
should have the command. Clive wished, in consequence,
to sail direct to Fort St. David; but the Directors, hoping
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that some fortunate accident might throw the command
into his hands, directed him, in the first instance, to
proceed to Bombay. He landed in November 1755, and
finding that Colonel Scott was dead, at once assumed
the command. But the Bombay Government, consider-
ing itself bound by the Provisional Treaty of Madras,
would not sanction the proposed expedition, and it was
abandoned.

Clive was again in India, where, meantime, great
changes had taken place. The year that followed his
departure from Madras is memorable for the Homerie
combats between the English and French beneath the
walls of Trichinopoly. The struggle was unequal, for
the English were always inferior in number; and their
native allies, half tempted by the promises of Dupleix,

_gave them but uncertain support. In the Trichinopoly
campaign of 1753-54 Lawrence and his grenadiers
covered themselves with glory. The English leader
triumphed over every obstacle ; in the darkest days he
never despaired of success; and for more than a year
he maintained his hold upon the historic rock in the
face of an active and enterprising enemy, In January
1754 peace negotiations were opened between Madras
and Pondlcherry, but the real question at issue between
the two Companies was never approached, and after
much fruitless discussion the conferences were aban-
doned. Hostilities recommenced, and were carried
on with varying success until August 1st, when the
supersession of Dupleix by M. Godeheu completely
altered the relations between the English and the French
in Southern India The greatest Frenchman of his
generation, the virtual ruler of an Empire larger than
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France herself, was recallod from the scone of his
triumphs, and trvated by the nativa to which he had
bronglit so much glory as it he had been the vilest of
mankind. Dupleix loft Pondicherry on October 14th,
1734, and died ton years lator in Paria in great distress,
aftor having lived to see England ocenpying the position
in India which ho had hoped to secure for France.

M Godehon, who was ready to sacritive everything
for poace, at onco cammunicated with Mr. Saundors,
and the two governors agroed to & suspension of arws
pending negotiationa, A throe months’ truce was con.
eluded, and this was followed by the signature of a
Provisional Treaty, under which the new French
governor surrendered eoverything for which Dupleix
had fought. By a separate convention, signod the same
day, the truce was extonded until it was known whother
England and France would accept the trvaty. ‘The
truce was badly kept on both sides.  The English, early
in Fobruary 1733, assisted Mahomed Ali to reduce
Madura and Tinivelly ; and the French sent a forve to
colloet ronts for the Rajah of Mysore, Ten days after
A Godoheu landed at Pondicherry Adwmiral Watson's
squadron, with Adlercron’s regiment, roachiod Fort St
David; and the anxiety of the French governor te
concludo poace may have boen due to the fach that the
English were now in superior force on the cvast.  Iu the
Ducean the French, under the eclobruted e Rusy, had
bocome absulute mastors of the situation.  The Nerthern
Circars, which yioldod an annnal revenue of £400,000,
had boen made over to them for the support of their
army: & Fronch guand protectod the person of the
Subadar; and De Dusy, through a native wministor,
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ruled the destinies of the State. The recall of Dupleix
had, it is true, weakened the French position at Aur-
ungabad ; but at the end of 1755 there was little to
indicate the change that had taken place in the feeling
of the Moslem nobility.

Such was the condition of affairs when Clive reached
Bombay. Watson arrived a few days later from Madras;
and it was then decided to attack Gheriah, the head-
quarters of Angria, a pirate chief whose armed cruisers
interrupted the commerce between Eumrope and India
Before the expedition sailed, a council of war was held to
settle the distribution of the prize-money. The spirit
of plunder was strong in all ranks, and the ill-defined
relations between the King’s and the Company’s troops
rendered such councils necessary to prevent quarrels over
the spoil. On the present occasion, after it had been un-
animously agreed that the Mahrattas, who were to take
part in the expedition, should receive nothing, a serious
dispute arose with regard to Clive’s share. The officers
of the army urged that he should at least rank with
Admiral Pocock, Watson’s second in command ; the
naval officers insisted that he should only receive the
share of a postcaptain. Watson refused to admit the
claim of the army officers, but satisfied them by promis-
ing to make Clive’s share equal to Pocock’s by a eon-
tribution from his own. When the fort was captured
he sent Clive about £1000, which the latter returned
with a message to the effect that, though obliged to
maintain his rights as Commander of the Land Forces, he
would “never enrich himself with money taken from
Mr. Watson's personal share of the capture” On
February 12th the English fleet sailed into the harbour,

¥
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and, after a sharp actiom, set fire to and completely
destroyed the pirate fleet. Clive and the troops were
theri landed; and next day, after the ships had re-
opened fire, the fort surrendered. After this expedition
the squadron conveyed Clive to Fort St. David, and
then went on to Madras, where Mr. Pigot, who had
succeeded Mr. Saunders as governor, was preparing to
take advantage of the check which the French had
experienced in the Deccan. ’

In 1633, the year after Shah Jahan had destroyed
the Portugunese seftlement at Hooghly, the English ob-
tained permission to trade in Bengal. Some years later
the palace at Agra was in commotion ; the clothes of the
Padishah’s favourite daughter had caught fire, and the
injuries were so serious that messengers were sent to
Suarat to secure the services of a Frank physician. Dr.
Boughton, the physician selected, succeeded in curing
the princess, and received as his fee a firman granting
the Company permission to trade free of duty in
Bengal. His good fortune followed him to that province,
where he won the lasting gratitude of the Subadar by
attending one of the ladies of the senana. The prince,
at his request, allowed the Company to build a factory
at Hooghly, and to establish agencies at Patna, Kasim-
bazar, Dacca, and Balasor. Such was the origin of the’
first British settlement in Bengal. FEarly in 1689
Mr. Job Charnock, then Governor of ¢“the Bay,” was
obliged to withdraw to Madras; but in the following
year he returned and established an English factory at
Chatanati, whence was to spring Calcutta, “the City
of Palaces.” During the Hindu rebellion against
Aurungzebe in 1696 the European settlers obtained
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permission to defend themselves; and the English,
French, and Dutch surrounded their factories with
massive walls flanked by bastions. A little later the
English purchased the zamindari of Chatanati, Govind-
pore, and Calicota; and acquired a position in Bengal
similar to that which they already occupied in Madras.
In 1742 Ali Vardi Khan, Governor of Behar, taking
advantage of the loosening of all authority after the
sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah, made himself master of
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and secured himself in his
position by a suitable present to the Padishah. He
had scarcely seated himself on the musnud when the
Mahrattas raided the province. From 1742 to 1750 there
was an annual invasion; the markets were "deserted,
the lands untilled, the peasants escaped to the jungle,
and the wealthier classes sought safety behind- the
walls of the European settlements. Calentta, where
the memory of these raids was long preserved by the
Mahratta ditch, was never attacked ; and in spite of its
unhealthy situation it throve during the time of trouble.
It had a population of over two hundred thousand, the
factory with its warehouses and offices covered one
hundred acres of ground, and the native villages were
gradually widening into a city. A governor and council
reigned supreme within the Company’s bounds ; and an
English zemindar, with the aid of whip, prison, and
fine, administered justice to and collected taxes from
the natives, The Company’s servants made large profits
by their private trade. They engaged in ventures into
the eastern seas, and accepted commissions and presents
from the native merchants. The acquisition of wealth
was the all-absorbing object of life, and there was
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much extravagance and some excess. The natives
lived apart in their villages ; their rites and ceremonies
had not yet been modified by contact with European
civilisation, and all the horrors and follies of Hinduism
might be witnessed within musket-shot of Fort William.

The great plain of Bengal, at whose eastern extremity
the English had settled, is one of the most fertile
regions of the earth. Watered by the sacred Ganges
and by numberless rivers and canals, and tilled by a
teeming population, it yields every variety of produce
in abundance ; its cities are wealthy, and light craft are
counted by the thousand in its ports and on its streams.
The western district was once “thickly studded with
industrial cities : trade and industry had been attracted
by a succession of imperial capitals; and the most
cunning craftsmen of Asia toiled to gratify the whims
or supply the wants of a long line of despotic soverelgns.
The eastern region was essentially agricultural.