THE HISTORY
OF BRITISH INDIA,

BY

MILL & WILSON.

IN NINE VOLUMES.
VOL. I. -



THE HISTORY

OoF

BRITISH INDIA.

BY JAMES MILL, ESQ.

FOURTH EDITION WITH NOTES AND GONTINUATION,
By HORACE HAYMAN WILSON, M.A., F.R.S.

MEMBER OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY, OF TEE AFIATIC BOCIRTIRG OF PARIS,
BOBTON AND QALOUTTA, AND OF THB OBIENTAL SOCIETY OF GEAMANY; OF THE
INPERIAL ACADRMIRS OF OF. PETRRSBURGH AND VIENKA; OF THE IMPRRIAL
SOCIRTY OF NATURALISTS OF MOSCOW, AND OF THE ROYAL ACADRMIES OF
BEBLIN AND MUNICH : CORRESPONDING MEMBEE OF THE ACADEMY
OF PRANCE; FH. DE. IN THE UNIVERSITY OF BRESLADU; MED. DR,

IN YHR CUNIVBREITY OF MARBURG, BTO, BTC.; AND BODEN
FROFESSOR OF SANSCRIT IN THE URIVERILTY OF OXFORD,

VOLUME L

1348

LONDON :
- JAMES MADDEN, 8, LEADENHALL STREET,

AND
GiJ'RGE WILLIS, PIAZZA, COVENT GARDEN.

M.DCCC.XLVIIL

loev

top



\/Z,L,z_7

As4e. 1

(5



CONTENTS,

Preface ..vuiiiiis it iiaiie ettt e e aars

GlosBary ... ..iieiii e irisea s raaaeaas xXxvi

BOOK L
Commencement of the British Intercoutse with India; and the
Circumstances of its progress, till the Establishment of the Com-
-pany on a durable Basis by the Act of the Sixth of Queen Anne,.

CHAPTER L
From the Commencement of the Efforts to begin a Trade with
India, till the Change of the Company from a regulated to a Joint-
stock Company ............c¢eviiiiiiiiinaaans ereeaires

) CHAPTER IL
From the Chauge of the Company into a Joint-stock Company,
in 1612, till the Formation of the third Joint-stock in 1631-2. ...

CHAPTER IIL
From the Formation of the third Joint-stock, in 1632, till the
Coalition of the Company with the Merchant Adventurers in 1657.

CHAPTER 1V.
From the Coalition between the Company and the Merchant
Adventurers, till the Project for a new and a rival East India
COomPanY . .. ittt it et a e eaae s

65



iv CONTENTS.

CHAPTER V.

From the Project of forming a new and rival Company, till the
Union of the two Companies by the Award of Godolphin, in the
L L1 ) e 116

BOOK IL

OF THE HINDUS.

CHAPTER 1.
Chronology and Ancient History of the Hindus ................ 154
CHAPTER 11
Classification and Distribution of the People .................. 177
CHAPTER IIL
The Form of Government ............c....0ve.. fenesavecarns 202
CHAPTER 1V,
The Laws .....ccvvvivivnnrnrneanannns, crestrenbrerranraes 222
CHAPTER V
The TaXe8. . 0ovecuoeneesosencsanraesusnrsonncssssoennassns 259
CHAPTER VI
Religion. ...ovuveeriiirercinvinniinennnvian., trassssnnace 329
CHAPTER VII

Manners ....uvvevcvrconrerrccssraans ereewsn e ann s 437



PREFACE OF THE EDITOR.

[ —

In the Preface to the History of British India, Mr.
Mill has claimed for himself the merits of patient
and laborious investigation, and of original and inde-
pendent judgment. The claim is substantiated by his
- work. His history is remarkable for extensive and
diligent research, and for opinions which are peculiar
either to the author, er to the school of which he was
a distinguished disciple.

- Whilst, however, the historian of British India
has derived the facts which he relates from nu-
merous and diversified sources of information, and
has investigated those sources with undeniable in-
dustry and unquestionable talent, it is not to be
imagined thot his labours have in every instance
been rewarded with success, or that he has left
nothing unexplored. He has himself taken pains to
guard against such an expectation, He acknow-
ledges that his opportunities of consulting published
authorities were sometimes transient and precarious,
that in some things, the unpublished documents
of which he had need were not accessible to him;
and that in the latter portion of his work, which
may be regarded as almost contemporary history,
he was in want of much personal information which
he believed to exist, and which might have ren-
dered his narrative richer, and perhaps more accurate
in matters of detail, To supply in some degree the

VOL. L b



1 PREFACE.

omissions, and to correct the inaccuracies which
have arisen from these causes, as far as additional .
matenials supply the means, is one of the objects
of the present publication. Many of the documents,
and much of the personal information which Mr.
Mill desiderated, bave been given to the public since
he wrote, and various valuable works, comprehending
periods and transactions of which he treats, have
furnished facilities for clearly understanding, and de-
finitively appreciating much that was dark and doubt-
ful at the date of his inquiries. Of these publications,
it is sufficient here to specify the works of Sir John
Maleolm, the biographies of Clive and Munro, and
the Indian portion of the despatches of Marquis
Wellesley and the Duke of Wellington.

Besides the defects occasioned by incomplete mate-
rialg, the History of British India presents inaccuracies
both of fact and opinion, which have arisen from the
author’s imperfect knowledge of the country, and un-
acquaintance with any of the languages spoken in it.
He has taken great pains to prove that these deficien-
cies are of no consideration, and that his never having
been in India, and his possessing but a slight and
elementary acquaintance with any of the languages
of the East, are to be regarded rather as qualifi-
cations than disqualifications for the task which he
had undertaken. His arguments are ingenious: they
will carry conviction but to few. It iz true
that residence in a country, command of its dia-
lects, conversancy with its literature, are but hum-
ble elements in the formation of the historical
character ; but they are elements, and cannot bz
discarded without injury to the consistency and com-
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pleteness of the whole. It is also true, that there
are many circumstances in the position of the servants
of the East India Company, which are unpropitious
to the developement and cultivation of the talent and
knowledge requisite to constitute a historian of
India; but,although these circumstances may coun-
terbalance, in the individuals themselves, the benefits
derivable from personal observation, they do not
therefore invalidate the reality of those benefits, or
render local knowledge altogether valueless. It may
be without reservation conceded, that no one person
of the many who have been engaged in official duty
in India, or who have earned distinction as oriental
scholars, bas yet brought to the attempt to write a
history of India the same degree of fitness as Mr.
Mill ; yet it cannot but be felt, that had Mr, Mill
himself passed but & short time in the country, or
been but moderately versed in any department of its
literature, his history would bave been exempt from
many of those blemishes by which its perfectness is
now impaired, and its utility diminished.

Personal knowledge of a country, and especially of
India, possesses one great recommendation, of which
Mr. Mill does not seem to have beenaware. It secures
one important historical requisite, of the want of"
which his pages present many striking examples. It
enables the historian to judge of the real value of that
evidence to which he must have recourse for matters -
that are beyond the sphere of his own observation.
Mr. Mill justly argues that it is only by combining
the observations of 3 number of individuals, that a
comprehensive knowledge of any ofi¥ subject can be
acquired, and that in so extensive and complicated a

b2
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subject as India, a very small portion can fall under
the cognizance of any single observer. Yet it
should be considered, that although the subject be
- diversified in its details, it is in substance the same.
Amidst all the varieties of the picture, there are
many features in common, and he to whom those fea-
tures are familiar, will be able to judge of the fide-
lity with which they are delineated by another, and
will thence be able to infer the power and disposition
of the artist, to portray with truth and skill the
lineaments which are less intimately known to him-
self. He will be in a situation to estimate with ac-
curacy the opportunities which the author of an
account of any part of India may have enjoyed, of
gathering authentic information; he will be in the
way of learning something of the narrator’s pursuits,
habits, occupation, and prepossessions, and will by
daily experience be prepared for the many circum-
stances by which observation is biassed, and opinions
are instilled. He will know what to credit, what to
mistrust, what to disbelieve. He will be qualified to
select the pure metal from the dross, to separate the
false from the true. An incompetency to perform
this most essential part of the duties of a eareful and
critical historian is constantly apparent in the cita-
tions which Mr. Mill has made, either in his text or
his notes, from writers on India. He commonly at-
taches the greatest weight to the authorities which are
least entitled to confidence, or adduces from those of a
higher order, the passages which are least characte-
rized by care and consideration. Numerous in-
stances of Mr.WHill's mistaken estimate and partial
application of authority are pointed out in the pre-
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sent publication. To have specified all, would have
swelled the annotations to a disproportionate and in-
convenient bulk. A local knowledge of India on
the part of its historian, would have obviated the ne-
cessity of most of these animadversions.
Acquaintance with the languages and literature of
India would have preserved Mr. Mill from some
other mistaken conclusions. He states it as his con-
vietion, that even when he wrote, a sufficient stock of
information had been collected in the languages of
Europe to enable an inquirer to ascertain every im-
portant point in the history of India. As far as this
assertion may be considered applicable to the Euro-
pean part of Indian history, it is inconsistent with
the deficiences which he has himself indicated. It
is still more incorrect when applied to the history of
the Hindus and the Mohammedans of Hindustan.
Many very important accessions have been acquired
in both these respects since the publication of the
history of British India, but many more remain to be
supplied, before it can be asserted with truth, that
every important point in the history of India has been
ascertained. In the Journals of the several Asiatic
Societies, and the publications of various Hindu scho-
lars, information almost entirely new, and of exceed- -
ing interest, has been obtained within the last few
years, relating to the religion, philosophy, 2nd ancient
history of the Hindus, whilst their later fortunes
have heen richly illustrated by the history of the
Marhattas, and the Annals of Rajasthan: until, how-
ever, some of the Purnas, and the chief portion of
the Vedas, shall have been translated, it is not safe
to speculate upon the scope and character of the
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primitive institutions of the Hindus, and for more
recent periods, it is still essential to extend investiga-
tion into those chronicles of the native states which
are known to have existence. The whole of the Mo-
hammedan history of India, when Mr. Mill wrote,
was restricted to a single compilation, loosely if not
incorrectly translated, and to a few fragmentary no-
tices snatched from oblivion by the industrious curi-
osity of European orientalists. We have now 2 more
trustworthy translation of Ferishta, and in the autobi-
ography of Baber, and in other publications, much
more copious and serviceable contributions to our
knowledge of the transactions of the Mohammedans
in India: but every epoch of their rule abounds with
original authorities, many of which are of great
merit, and the principal of these must be translated
or consulted before we can venture fo affirm that we
have, in the languages of Europe, materials sufficient
for the determination of every important point in the
Mohammedan history of India.

From these remarks it will be apparent, that with
regard to the facts of his history, the sources of his
information were more scanty and less pure than the
historian suspected. Exceptions even more compre-
hensive may be taken to his opinions. In many
instances, the intensity of his prejudices has dimmed
the clearness of his perception, and blunted the acute-
ness of his intelligence. However unconscious of
deserving the imputation, he is Liable to the censure
which he has pronounced upon one class of candi-
dates for popular approbation. He is a zealot for a
party ; he panegyrizes its leader ; he places its prin-
ciples in the fairest light ; he labours to bring odium
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upon the principles and practices of his opponents ;
he advocates, in a word, the theoretical views of Mr.
Bentham, and tries all measures and all institutions
by a scale constructed according to the notions of
that writer upon law and- government. As long as
the opinions thus prompted, are put forth as abstract
propositions, or affect conclusions irrelevant to the
main subject of the composition, it bas not been
thought necessary to controvert them, but when they
are employed as standards by which to try the
conduct of the East India Company and of their
servants, either in their commercial or political con-
nexion with Iadia, it has been occasionally attempted
to demonstrate their unsoundness, their inapplicabi-
lity, or their injustice.

Of the proofs which may be discovered in Mr. Mill's
history of the operation of preconceived opinions,
in confining a vigorous and active understanding to.
a partial and one-sided view of a great question, no
instance is more remarkable than the unrelenting
pertinacity with which he labours to establish the
barbarism of the Hindus. Indignant at the exalted,
and it may be granted, sometimes exaggerated
descriptions of their advance in civilization, of their
learning, their sciences, their talents, their virtues,
which emanated from the amiable enthusiasm of Sir
William Jones, Mr. Mill has entered the lists against
him with equal enthusiasm, but a less commendable
purpose, and has sought to reduce them as far below
their proper level, as their encomiasts may have
formerly elevated them above it. With very im-
perfect knowledge, with materials exceedingly de-
fective, with an implicit faith in all testimony hostile
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to Hindu pretensions, he has elaborated a portrait of
the Hindus which has no resemblance whatever to
the original, and which almost outrages humanity.
As he represents them, the Hindus are not only on
a par with the least civilized nations of the Old and
New World, but they are plunged almost without
exception in the lowest depths of immorality and
crime. Considered merely in a literary capacity,
the description of the Hindus, in the History
of British India, is open to censure for its ob-
vious unfairness and injustice; but in the effects
which it is likely to exercise upon the connexion
between the people of England and the people of
India, it is chargeable with more than literary
demerit: its tendency is evil; it is calculated to
destroy all sympathy between the rulers and the
ruled ; to preoccupy the minds of those who issue
annually from Great Britain, to monopolize the posts
of honour and power in Hindustan, with an unfounded
aversion towards those over whom they exercise that
power, and from whom they enforce that honour;
and to substitute for those generous and benevolent
feelings, which the situation of the younger ser-
vants of the Company in India naturally suggests,
sentiments of disdain, suspicion, and dislike, uncon-
genial to their age and character, and whelly incom-
patible with the full and faithful discharge of their
obligations to Government and to the people. There
is reason to fear that these consequences are pot
imaginary, and that a harsh and illiberal spirit
has of late years prevailed in the conduct and coun-
cils of the rismg service in India, which owes its
origin to impressions imbibed in early life from the
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History of Mr. Mill. It js understood, that had he
lived to revise the work, he would probably bave
modified some of the most exceptionable passages in
this part of it, and it has been an especial object of
the present edition, to show that the unfavourable
views which Mr, Mill exhibits of the civilization
and character of the Hindus, are always extreme,
and are not unfrequently erroneous and unjust.

1t may be thought inconsistent with the unfavour-
able opinions thus avowed of the History of British
India in such important particulars, to have en-
gaged in preparing a mew edition of it for the pub-
lic; but, notwithstanding the imputations which
have been urged to its disadvantage, the editor re-
gards the history of Mr. Mill as the most valuable
work upon the subject which has yet been published.
It is a composition of great industry, of extensive
information, of much accuracy on many points, of
unrelaxing vigour on all; and even where the reader
may not feel disposed to adopt the views it advo-
cates, he will rarely fail to reap advantage from the
contemplation of them, as they are advanced to illus-
trate the relations between India and Great Britain.
The vast importance of that connexion is never lost
sight of, and in describing the steps by which it was
formed, or speculating on the means by which it may
be perpetnated, a lofty tone of moral and political
principle is maintained ; which, even when we may
think that the principles are unfairly applied, is en-
titled to our respect, which in a great number
of instances commands unhesitating acquiescence,
and which is well worthy of imitation hy all to whom
the interests of our Indian empire are matters, either
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of theoretical reasoning, or of practical administration,
In dwelling upon the defects of the work, it has
been intended only to explain the motives of those
endeavours which have been made to remedy them,
and it i8 hoped, that in the annotations which have
been inserted, such correctives will have been pro-
vided, as may obviate the evil consequences of what
the editor apprehends to be mistaken or mischievous,
without impairing the utility, or detracting from the
credit of that which he believes to be correct and
instructive.



PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR.

In the course of reading and investigation, neces-
sary for acquiring that measure of knowledge which
I was anxious to possess, respecting my country, its
people, its government, its interests, its policy, and
its laws, I was met, and in some degree surprised,
by extraordinary difficulties, when I arrived at that
part of my inquiries which related to India. On
other subjects, of any magnitude and importance, 1
generally found, that there was some one book, or
small number of books, containing the material part
of the requisite information; and in which direction
was obtained, by reference to other books, if, in any
part, the reader found it necessary to extend his re-
searches. In regard to India, the case was exceed-
ing different. The knowledge, requisite for attain-
ing an adequate conception of that great scene of
British action, was collected no where. It was scat-
tered in a great variety of repositories, sometimes in
considerable portions, often in very minute ones;
sometimes by itself, often mixed up with subjects of
a very different nature : and, even where information
relating to India stood disjoined from other subjects,
a small portion of what was useful lay commonly
embedded in a large mass of what was trifling and
insignificant ; and of a body of statements, given in-
discriminately as matters of fact, ascertained by the’
senses, the far greater part was in general only mat-
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ter of opinion, borrowed, in succession, by one set of
Indian gentlemen from another. !

In bestowing the time, labour, and thought, ne-
cessary to explore this assemblage of heterogeneous
things, and to separate, for my own use, what was
truc and what was useful, from what was insignifi-
cant and what was false, I was led to grieve, that
none of those who had preceded me, in collecling
for himself a knowledge of Indian affairs, had been
induced to leave his collection for the benefit of
others; and perform the labour of extracting and
ordering the dispersed and confused materials of a
knowledge of India, once for all. The second re-
flection was, that, if those who preceded me had
neglected this important service, and in so doing
were not altogether free from blame, neither should
1 be exempt from the same condemnation, if I
omitted what deperded upon me, to facilitate and
abridge to others the labour of acquiring a know-
ledge of India; an advantage I should have valued
so highly, had it been afforded by any former in-
quirer.

In this manner, the idea of writing a History of
India was first engendered in my mind. I should
bave shrunk from the task, had I foreseen the labour
in which it has involved me,

The books, in which more or less of information

respecting India might be expected to be found,

' The difficulty arising from this source of faise informstion was felt by
the very form accurate historian.

Qi yap arBpwror Tasr asoes Tor Fpoyeyergperar, sar By
exixwpia afuoir 3§, opws afasarirtws Tap' a\dghew lexowrar,
Thocyd Lib. i ¢. &', Other exrellent observalions to the same purpose
are frand in the two fvilowing chapters,
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were sufficiently numerous to compose a library.
Some were books of Travels. Some were books of
History. Some contained philological, some anti-
quarian, researches. A considerable number con-
sisted of translations from the writings of the natives
in the native tongues; others were books on the re-
ligion of the people of India; books on their laws;
books on their sciences, manners, and arts,

- The transactions in India were not the only trans-
actions of the British nation, to which the affairs of
India had given birth. Those affairs had been the
subject of much discussion by the press, and of many
legislative, executive, and even judicial proceedings,
in England. Those discussions and proceedings
would form of course an essential part of the His-
tory of British India; and the materials of it re-
mained to be extracted, with much Jabour, from the
voluminous records of British literature, and British
Yegislation.

The British legislature had not satisfied itself with
deliberating, and deciding ; it had also inquired ;
and, inquiring, it had called for evidence. This call,
by the fortunate publicity of parliamentary proceed-
ings, brought forth the records of the councils in
India, and their correspondence, with one another,
with their servants, and with the constituted au-
thorjties in England; a portion of materials, inesti-
mable in its value; but so appalling by its magni-
tude, that many years appeared to be inadequate to
render the mind familiar with it. .

Such is a short and very imperfect description of
the state of the materials.” The operations neces-

' Il 'y nvoit plus do choses 13-dessus qn’on ne le croyoit communement,
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sary to draw from them a useful history, formed the
second subject of consideration. To omit other par-
ticulars, which will easily present themselves, and
are common to this with all undertakings of a simi-
lar nature, a peculiar demand, it is evident, was pre-
sented for the exercise of discrimination, that is, of
criticism, in a chaotic mass, of such extent, where
things relating to the subject were to be separated
from things foreign to it; where circumstances of
importance were to be separated from circumstances
that were insignificant; where real facts, and just
inferences, were to be separated from such as were
the contrary; and above all things, where facts,
really testified by the senses, were to be discrimi-
nated from matters, given as testified by the senses,
but which, in truth, were nothing but matters of
_opinion, confounded with matters of fact, and mis-
taken for them, in the minds of the reporters them-
selves. '

A history of India, therefore, to be good for any
thing, must, it was evident, be, what, for want of a
better appellation, has been called, # A Critical His-
mais elles étoicut poybes dans vme fonle de recueils immenses, eo lanyucs
Latine, Espaguole, Angloise, et Hollandoise, ot persomne ne o'avisoit de
les aller chercher; dans une quantité de rouliers tris-secs, Uis ensmo-
yenx, relatifs 3 cent auires objets, et dont il servit presque impossible de

rendre Ia lecture intéressante. Les difficolifs ne tonchent gudre ceux qui
ne les essayent pas.” Hist des Navigations sux Terres Anstrales, par M. le
Président de Broase. . :

* & L’on ne sent que trop,” ssys Mr. Gibbon, “ combien nous somames
porté i miler nos idées avee celles que noma papportona.™ Mémeire sur s
Monarchie des Mides, Gibbon’s Miscel. Works, i 61. Ed. bvo. This ia-
firmity of the hnman mind, & fact of great importance, both in specniation
and in action, the resder, who is not aiready acqoainted with it, will find
very cleganily illnstrated in ope of the chapters of the secomd volume of
thewmkuf.ﬂr.DupldSmmtthhﬂomphydthQannu—lind.
See page 651, vol ii. of the present work. Many exsmples of it will pre-
sent themselves in the cowrse of this history; for as it is & habit pecu-
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tory.”* To criticise means, to judge. A critical
history is, then, a judging history. But, if a judg-
ing history, what does it judge 2

It is evident that there are two, and only two,
classes of objects, which constitute the subject of
historical judgments. The first is, the matter of
statement, the things given by the historian, as
things really done, really said, or really thought.
The second is, the matter of evidence, the matter by

which the reality of the saying, the doing, or think-
ing, is ascertained.

In regard to evidence, the business of criticism
visibly is, to bring to light the value of each article,
to discriminate what is true from what is false, to

liarly congenial to the mental state of the hatives, 30 & combluation of cir-
cumitances has given it unusval efficacy in the minds of those of our
countrymen by whom Iudia has been surveyed.

.} The idea of a critical history is not very old. The first man who
scems to have had a distinct conception of it, says, * Je traiterai mon
sujet en critique, suivant la rigle de St. Paul, Ezamine towses choses, et
ne retemes gue oe gqui esf bom. L'histoire n'est bien souvent qu'un
mélange confus de fanx et de vrei, entassé par des Scrivains mel instruits,
crédules, on passionnés. C’est au lecteur attentif et jndicieux d’en faire
le discernement, & V'aide d'une critiqne, qui ne soit ni trop timide, ni
témernire. BSans le secours de cet art, on erre dans I'histoire, comme
un pilote sur la mer, lorsqu’il n’a ni houesole, ni carte marine."” Bean-
sobre, Hist. de Manich, Disc, Prélim. p. 7.

The same writer has also said, what is not foreign to the present pur-
pose, ** Une histoire critique ne ponvant dtre trop bien justifife, j’ai eut
soin de mettre en original, an bas des pages, los passages qui servent de
preuve aux faits que j'avance. C’est un enruyeux travail, mais je I’ai
eru necessaire. 8i l'on trouve les citations trop amples et frop abon-
dantes, c’est un superfla qui n’a coQté qu'd moi, et le lecteur pent. bien
m'en pardonver 1a dépense.” Id. Lbid. Pref. p, 24.

A great historian of cor own has said: “Jt is the right, it s
the duty of & critical historian to collect, to weigh, to select the
opinions of his predecessors; and the more diligence he has exeried in
the search, the more rationally he may hope to add some improvement
to the stock of knowledge, the usa of which hag been common to all.”"’
Gibbon's Miscel. Works, iv. 589,
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combine partial statements, in order to form a com-
plete account, to compare varying, and balance con-
tradictory statements, in order to form a correct one.

In regard to the matter of statement, the business
of eriticism 1s, to discriminate between real causes
and false causes ; real effects and false effects; real
tendencies and falsely-supposed ones; between good
ends and evil ends ; means that are conducive, and
means not conducive to the ends to which they are
applied.

In exhibiting the result of these several judg-
ments, the satisfaction, or the instruction of the
reader, is very imperfectly provided for, if the
reasons are not adduced. 1 have no apology, there-
forc, to make, for those inductions, or those ratioci-
nations, sometimes of considerable ¥ength, which
were necessary to exhibit the grounds upon which
my decisions were founded. Those critical disqui-
sitions may be well, or they may be ill performed ;
they may lead to correct, or they may lead to erro-
neous conclusions ; but they are, indisputably, in
place ; and my work, whatever had been its virtues
in other respects, would have remained most imper-
fect without them.!®

' Even those sirictures, which sometimes occur, on institutions porely
British, will be all found, T am persuaded, to be not only strictly con-
mdvﬂhmvﬁdubwmhhmdvhidhnmﬂy
growa out of those imlhnﬁms;bu&indhpcmb}quwqu
complete and corrzet ideas of the Indian policy wkich the institations i
question contributed mainly to shape. The whole ecurse of our Indian
policy harirg, for example, been directed by the laws of parliamentary
influence, bow could the one be explained without adducing, as in the last
chapter of he fourth volume, and in some other places, the leading
principles of the other? The result of all the judicial inguirics, whick
have been atteropted in England, on Indian affairs, depending in n grest
drgree oa the state of the law in England, bow could these events be
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There will be but one opinion, I suppose, with re-
gard to the importance of the service, which I have
aspired to the honour of rendering to my country;
for the public are inclined to exaggerate, rather than
extenuate, the magnitude of the interests which are
involved in the management of their Indian affairs.
And it may be affirmed, as a principle not suscepti-
ble of dispute, that good management of any portion
of the affairs of any community is almost always
proportional to the degree of knowledge respecting
it diffused in that community. Hitherto the know-
ledge of India, enjoyed by the British community,
has been singularly defective. Not only among the
uneducated, and those who are regardless of know-
ledge, but among those who are solicitous to obtain
a competent share of information with respect to
every other great branch of the national interests,
nothing is 8o rare as to meet with a man who can
with propriety be said to know any thing of India
and its affairs. A man who has any considerable
acquaintance with them, without having been forced.
to acquire it by the offices he has filled, is scarcely
to be found.

The same must continue to be the case, till the
knowledge of India is rendered more accessible.
Few men can afford the time sufficient for perusing
even a moderate portion of the documents from which
a knowledge of India, approaching to completeness,

sufficiently explained, without adducing, as in the chapter on the trial
of Mr. Hastings, those particulars in the state of the law of England, on
which the results in gquestion appeared more remarkably to depend ?
The importance of this remark will be felt, and, I hope, remombered,
whon the time for judging of the use and pertinence of those elucidations
ATTIVES.

VOL. | c
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must have hitherto been derived. Of those, whose
time is not wholly engrossed, either by business or
by pleasure, the proportion is very moderate whom
the prospect of a task so heavy, and so tedious, as
that of exploring the numerous repositories of Indian
knowledge, would not deter. And, with respect to
the most important of all the sources of information,
the parliamentary documents, they were not before
the public, and were by the very pature of the case
within the reach of a number comparatively small.
But though no dispute will arise about the im-
portance of the work, I have no reason to expect the
same unanimity about the fitness of the workman.
One objection will doubtless be taken, on which
I think it necessary to offer some observations, not-
withstanding the unfavourable sentiments which are
commonly excited by almost any language in which
a man can urge pretensions which he may be sus-
pected of urging as his own; pretensions which,
though they must exist, in some degree, in the case
of every man who writes a book, and ought to be en-
couraged, therefore, rather than extinguished, bad
better, in general, be understood, than expressed.
This writer, it will be said, has never been in
India; and, if he has any, has a very slight, and ele-
mentary acquaintance, with any of the languages of
the East. '
I confess the facts ; and will now proceed to men-
tion the considerations which led me, notwithstand-
ing, to conclude that I might still produce a work of
considerable utility, on the subject of India.
In the first place, it appeared to me, that a suffi-
cient stock of information was now collected in the
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languages of Europe, to enable the inquirer to ascer-
tain every important point in the history of India.
If I was right in that opinion, it is evident, that a
residence in India, or a knowledge of the langnages
of India, was, to express myself moderately, not in-
. dispensable.

In the next place, I observed, that no exceptions
were taken to a President of the Board of Control,
or to 8 Governor-General, the men intrusted with
all the powers of government in India, because they
had never been in India, and knew none of its lan-
guages.

Again, I certainly knew, that some of the most
successful attempts in history had been made, with-
out ocular knowledge of the country, or acquaintance
with its languages. Robertson, for example, never
beheld America, though he composed its history.
He never was in either Germany or Spain, yet he
wrote the history of Charles the Fifth. Of Ger-
many he knew not so much as the language ; and it
was necessary for him to learn that of Spain, only
because the documents which it yielded were not
translated into any of the languages with which he
was acquainted. Tacitus, though he never was in
Germany, and was certainly not acquainted with the
language of our uncultivated ancestors, wrote the ex-
quisite account of the manners of the Grermans.

But, as some knowledge may be acquired by see-
ing India, which cannot be acquired without it; and
as it can be pronounced of hardly any portion of:
knowledge that it is altogether useless, I will not go
go far as to deny, that a man would pessess advan-
tages, who, to all the qualifications for writing a

c2
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history of India which it is possible to acquire in
Europe, should add those qualifications which can
be acquired only by seeing the country and convers-
ing with its people. Yet I have no doubt of being
able to make out, to the satisfaction of all reflecting
minds, that the man who should bring to the com-
position of a history of India, the qualifications
alone which can be acquired in Europe, would come,
in an almost infinite degree, better fitted for the task,
than the man who should bring to it the qualifica-
tions alone which can be acquired in India; and that
the business of acquiring the one set of qualifications
is almost wholly incompatible with that of acquiring
the other.

For, let us inquire what it is that a man ean learn,
by going to India, and understanding its languages.
He can treasure up the facts which are presented to
his senses; he can learn the facts which are recorded
in such native books as have not been translated ;
and he can ascertain facts by conversation with the
natives, which have never yet been committed to
writing. This he can do; and I am not aware that
he can do any thing further.

But, as no fact is more certain, so none i3 of more
importance, in the science of buman nature, than
this; that the powers of observation, in every indi-
vidual, are exceedingly limited; and that it is only
by combining the observations of a number of indi-
viduals, that a competent knowledge of any exten-
sive subject can ever be acquired. Of so extensive
and complicated a scene as India, how small a por-
tion would the whole period of hu; life enable any
man to observe!
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If, then, we may assume it as an acknowledged
fact, that an account of India, complete in all its
parts, at any one moment, stiil more through a series
of ages, could never be derived from the personal ob-
servation of any one individual, but must be collected
from the testimony of a great number of individuals,
of any one of whom the powers of perception could
extend but a little way, it follows, as a necessary
consequence, that the man best qualified for dealing
with evidence, is the man best qualified for writing
the history of India. It will not, I presume, admit:
of much dispute, that the habits which are subser-
vient to the successful exploration of evidence are
more likely to be acquired in Europe than in India.

The man who employs himself in treasuring up,
by means of perception and the languages, the great-
est portion of knowledge in regard to India, is he
who employs the greatest portion of his life in the
business of observing, and in making himself familiar
with the languages. But the mental habits which
are acquired in mere observing, and in the acquisi-
tion of languages, are almost as different as any
mental habits can be, from the powers of combination,
discrimination, classification, judgment, comparison,
weighing, inferring, inducting, philosophizing in
short; which are the powers of most importance for
extracting the precious ore from a great mine of rude
historical materials.

Whatever is worth sceing or hearing in India, can
be expressed in writing. As soon as every thing of
importance is expressed in writing, a man who is
duly qualified may obtain more knowledge of India’
in one year in his closet in England, than he could
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obtain during the course of the longest life, by the
use of his eyes and ears in India.

As soon as the testimony is received of a sufficient
number of w1tnesses, to leave no room for mistake
from the partial or the erroneous statements which
they may have separately made, it is hardly doubt-
ful, that a man, other circumstances being equal, is
really better qualified for forming a correct judg-
ment on the whole, if his information is totally de-
rived from testimony, than if some little portion of it
is derived from the senses. - It is well known, how
fatal an effect on our judgments is exerted by those
impulses, called partial impressions ; in other words,
how much our conceptions of a great whole are apt
to be distorted, and made to disagree with their
object, by an undue impression, received from some
particular part. Nobody needs to be informed, how
much more vivid, in general, is the conception of an
object which has been presented to our senses, than
that of an object which we have only heard another
man describe. Nobody, therefore, will deny, that of
a great scene, or combination of scenes, when some
small part has been seen, and the knowledge of the
rest has been derived from testimony, there is great
danger, lest the impression received from the senses
should exert an immoderate influence, hang a bias
on the mind, and render the conception of the whole
erroneous.

If a man were to lay down the plan of preparing
himself for writing the history of India, by a course
of observation in the country, he must do one of two
things. Either he must resolve to observe minutely
a part; or he must resolve to take a cursory review
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of the whole. Life is insufficient for more. 1If his
decision is to observe minutely; a very small portion
comparatively is all that he will be able to observe.
‘What aid can he derive from this, in writing a his-
fory, has partly been already unfolded, and may for
the rest be confided to the reflections of the intelli-
gent reader, '

What I expect to be insisted upon with greatest
emphasis is, that, if an observer were to take an ex-
pansive view of India, noting, in his progress, those
circumstances alone which are of greatest import-
ance, he would come with peculiar advantage to the
composition of a history; with lights capable of
yielding the greatest assistance in judging even of
the evidence of others. To estimate this prétension
correctly, we must not forget a well-known and im-
portant law of human nature. From this we shall
see, that a cursory view, of the nature of that which
is here described, is a process, in the highest degree
effectual, not for removing error, and perfecting
knowledge, but for strengthening all the prejudices,
and confirming all the prepossessions or false no-
tions, with which the observer sets out. This result
is proved by a very constant experience ; and may
further be seen to spring, with an almost irresistible
necessity, from the constitution of the human mind.
In a cursory survey, it is understood, that the mind,
unable to attend to the whole of an infinite number
of objects, attaches itself to a few; and overlooks
the multitude that remain. But what, then, are the
objects to which the mind, in such a situation, is in
preference attracted? Those which fall in with the-
current of its own thoughts; those which accord
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with its former impressions; those which confirm
its previous ideas. These are the objects to which,
in a hasty selection, all ordinary minds are directed,
overlooking the rest. For what is the principle in the
mind by which the choice is decided 2 Doubtless
that of association. And is not association governed
by the predominant ideas? To this remains to be
added, the powerful influence of the affections ; first
the well-known pleasure which a man finds, in meet-
ing, at every step, with proofs that he is in the right,
inspiring an eagerness to look out for that source of
satisfaction ; and, secondly, the well-known aversion
which a man usually has, to meet with proofs that
he is in the wrong, yielding a temptation, commonly
obeyed, to overlook such disagreeable objects.

He who, without having been a percipient wit-
ness in India, undertakes, in Europe, to digest the
materials of Indian history, is placed, with regard to
the numerous individuals who may have been in
India, and of whom one has seen and reported one
thing, another has seen and reported another thing,
in a situation very analogous to that of the judge,
in regard to the witnesses who give their evidence
before him. In the investigation of any of those
complicated scenes of action, on which a judicial
decision is sometimes required, one thing has com-
monly been observed by one witness, another thing
has been observed by another witness; the same
thing bas been observed in one point of view by one,
in another point of view by another witness; some
things are affirmed by one, and denied by another.
In this scene, the judge, putting together the frag-
ments of information which he has severally received
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from the several witnesses, marking where they agree
and where they differ, exploring the tokens of fidelity
in one, of infidelity in another; of correct conception
in one, of incorrect conception in another ; comparing
the whole collection of statements with the general
probabilities of the case, and trying it by the esta-
blished laws of human nature, endeavours to arrive
st a complete and correct conception of the compli-
cated transaction, on which he is called to decide.
Is it not understood, that in such a case as this,
where the sum of the testimony is abundant, the
judge, who has seen no part of the transaction, has
yet, by his investigation, obtained a more perfect
conception of it, than is almost ever possessed by
any of the individuals from whom he has derived
his information %*

! The Indiang themselves have o striking apologue to illustrate the
superiority of the comprehensive student over the partial observer.

“One day in conversation, * says Mr, Ward, * with the Sungskritu,
head pundit of the College of Fort William, on the subject of God, this
man, who is truly learned in his own Shastrus, gave the author, from
one of their books, the following parable :—In & certain country, there
existed e village of blind men, who had heard of an amazing auimal
called the elcphant, of the ekape of which, bowever, they could procure no
idea. One day an elephant passed through the place : the villagers
crowded to the spot where the animal was standing; and one of them
scized his trunk, another his ear, another his tail, another one of his
legs. After thus endeavouring to gratify their curiosity, they returmed
inte the village, and sitting down together, began to communicate their
ideas on the shape of the elephant, tp the villagers: the man who had
siezed his trunk said, he thought this animal must be like the hody of
the plantain tree; he who had touched his ear was of opinion, that be
was like the winnowing fan; the man who had laid hold of his tail said,
he thought he must resemble & spake; and he who had canght his leg
declared, he must be like a pillar.  An old blind man, of gome judgment,
was present, who, though greatly perplexed in attempting to reconcile
these jarring notions, at length said—You have all been to examine the,
animal, and what you report, therefore, cannot be false: I suppoee,
then, that the part reseinbling the plantain treo must be his irunk ;
what you thought stmilar to a fan must be his ear; the part like a enake



xxvi PREFACE.

But, ifa life, in any great degree devoted to the
collection of facts by the senses and to the acquiring
of tongues, is thus incompatible with the acquisition
of that knowledge, and those powers of mind, which
are most conducive to a8 masterly treatment of evi-
dence; it is still less compatible with certain other
endowments, which the discharge of the highest
duties of the historian imperiously demands. Great
and difficult as is the task of extracting perfectly
the light of evidence from a chaos of rude materials,
it is yet not the most difficult of his operations, nor
that which requires the highest and rarest qualifi-
cations of the mind. It is the business of the his-
torian not merely to display the obvious outside of
things ; the qualities which strike the most ignorant
observer, in the acts, the institutions, and ordinances,
which form the subject of his statements. His duty
is, to convey just ideas of all those objects ; of all
the fransactions, legislative, administrative, judicial,
mercantile, military, which he is called upon to de-
scribe. But in just ideas of great measures what is
implied 2 A clear discernment, undoubtedly, of their
causes ; a clear discernment of their consequences; a
clear discernment of their patural tendencies ; and of
the circamstances likely to operate either in com-
bination with these natural tendencies, or in oppo-
sition to them. To qualify a man for this great duty
hardly any kind or degree of knowledge is not de-
manded; hardly any amount of knowledge, which

wust be the tail; and that like a pillar must be his leg. In this way,
the old man, wniting all their conjectures, made out somethipg of the
form of the elephant.” A view of the History, Literature, apd Heligion
of the Hindoos. By the Rer. W. Ward ’lnlmd. p- Ixxxvii. Lopdon
Ed. 1817,
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it is within the competence of one man to acquire,
will be regarded as enough. It is plain, for example,
that he needs the most profound knowledge of the
laws of human nature, which is the end, as well as
instrument, of every thing. It is plain, that he re-
quires the most perfect comprehension of the prin-
ciples of human society; or the course, into which
the laws of human pature impel the human being,
in his gregarious state, or when formed into a com-
plex body along with others of his kind. The his-
torian requires a clear comprehension of the practical
play of the machinery of government; for, in like
manner as the general laws of motion are counter-
acted and modified by friction, the power of which
may yet be accurately ascertained and provided for;
s0 it i8 necessary for the historian correctly to appre-
ciate the counteraction which the more general laws
of human pature may receive from individual or spe-
cific varieties, and that allowance for it with which his
anticipations and conclusions ought to be formed. In
short, the whole field of human nature, the whole field
of legislation, the whole field of judicature, the whole
field of administration, down to war, commerce, and
diplomacy, ought to be familiar to his mind.!

What then ? it will be said, and most reasonably
said ; do you hold yourself up, as the person in whom
all these high qualifications are adequately com-
bined? No. And I am well assured, that by not one

! < Aux yeux d'un philosophe, los faits composent la partic la moing
intéressante de I'histoire. C'est la comnoissance de ’homme; la mo-

rale, et Is politique qu'il y trouve, qui la relivent dans eon esprit.” Gib-

bon, Mém. Sur ln Monarchic des Mades, Misc. Works, iii. 126. £d
Bvo. '
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of those by whom I shall be criticised, not even by
those by whom I shall be treated with the greatest
severity, will the distance between the qualifications
which I possess, and the qualifications which are
desirable in the writer of a history, be estimated at
more than it is estimated by myself. But the whole
of my life, which I may, without scruple, pronounce
to have been a laborious one, has been devoted to the
acquisition of those qualifications; and I am not
unwilling to confess, that I deemed it probable I
should be found to possess them in a greater degree,
than those, no part of whose life, or a very small part,
had been applied to the acquisition of them. I was
also of opinion, that if nobody appeared, with higher
qualifications, to undertake the work, it was better
it should be done imperfectly, better it should be
done even as I might be capable of doing it, than
not done at all,

Among the many virtues which have been dis-
played by the Company’s servants, may justly be
enumerated the candour with which they them.
selves confess the necessity under which they are
laid, of remaining to a great degree ignorant of India.
That they go out to their appointments at a time of
life when a considerable stock of general knowledge
cannot possibly have been acquired, is a fact which
nobody will dispute. And they are the foremost to
declare, that their situation in India is such, as to
preclude them from the acquisition of local know-
ledge. Notwithstanding the high degree of talent
therefore, and even of literary talent, which many of
them have displayed, more than some very limited
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portion of the history of India none of them has ven-
tured to undertake.!

“ When we consider,” said Lord Teignmouth, in
his celebrated Minute on the Revenues of Bengal,
* the nature and magnitude of our acquisitions, the
characters of the people placed under our dominion,
their difference of language, and dissimilarity of man.-
ners; that we entered upon the administration of the
government ignorant of its former constitution, and
with little practical experience in Asiatic finance, it
will not be deemed surprising that we should have
fallen into errors; or if any should at this time re-
quire correction.—If we further consider the form of
the British government in India, we shall find it ill
calculated for the spéedy introduction of improve-
ment. The members composing it are in a state of
constant fluctuation, and the period of their residence
often expires, before experience can be acquired, or
reduced to practice. Official forms necessarily oc-
cupy a large portion of time ; and the constant pres-
sure of business leaves little leisure for study and
reflection, without which no knowledge of the prin-
ciples and detail of the revenues of this country can
be attained. True information is also procured
with difficulty, because it is too often derived from
mere practice, instead of being deduced from fixed
principles.”®

} The following words are not inapplicable, originally applied to a much
more limited subject. De quibus partibus eingulis, quidam separatim
scribere maluarunt, velot onus totius corporis veriti, et sic quoque com-
plures de unaquaque earum libros ediderunt: ques ego omnes ausus con-
texere, prope infinitum miki laborem prospicio, et ipsa cogitatione suscepti
muneris fatigor. Sed durandum est quia cepimus, et si viribus deficiemur,

animo tamen perseverandum. Quinct. Inet, Or. lib. 4. Procem. .
* No. 1. Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Select Committee of the
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Lord William Bentinck, after being Governor of
Fort St. George, and President of the Council at
Madras, expresses himself in very pointed terms.
“The result of my own observation, during my resi-
dence in India, is, that the Europeans generally know
little or nothing of the customs and manners of the
Hindoos. We are all acquainted with some promi-
nent marks and facts, which all who run may read :
but their manner of thinking; their domestic habits
and ceremonies, in which circumstances a knowledge
of the people consists, is, I fear, in great part wanting
to us. We understand very imperfectly their lan-
guage. They, perhaps, know more of ours ; but their
knowledge is by no means suﬂiclently extensive to
give a description of sub;ects not easily represented
by the insulated words in daily use. We do not, we
cannot associate with the natives. We cannot see
them in their houses, and with their families. We
are necessarily very much confined to our houses by
the heat, All our wants and business, which would
create a greater intercourse with the natives, is done
for us ; and we are in fact strangers in the land.™’

Another servant of the Company, Sir Henry

House of Commons, on the Affairs of the East India Company, ia 1510.
This passage the Commitiee have thought of sufficient importance to be
incorporated in their Report.

¥ Observations of Lord William Bentinck, printed in the Advertise-
meni, prefixed to the “ Description of the Character, &c, of the People
of India,” by the Abbé J. A. Dubois, Mimionary in the Mynore. If any
ope should object to the testimony of this Euler, as that of & men who
kad not been bred in India, it s o be remembered that the testimony
is sdduced, &8 expressing his own opinion, by the trausiator of that werk,
whose knowledee of India is not liable to dispute ; and given to the world
as the opinion of the Court of Directors, to whonr the manvseript belong-
ed, and under whose smihority and direction, it was both trapslated and
publicked.
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Strachey, distinguished both by his local experience,
and by general knowledge, remarking upon the state
of judicature, under the English government in India,
says, “ Another impediment, though of a very diffe~
rent nature from those I have mentioned, and much
more difficult to remove, is to me too palpable to be
overlooked ;—I mean, that arising from Europeans in
our situation being necessarily ill qualified, in many
points, to perform the duties required of us, as judges
and magistrates. This proceeds chiefly from our
very imperfect connexion with the natives; and our
scanty knowledge, after all our study, of their maii-
ners, customs, and languages.” “We cannot study
the genius of the people in its own sphere of action.
We know little of their domestic life, their knowledge,
conversation, amusements, their trades, and casts, or
any of those national and individual characteristics,
which are essential to 2 complete knowledge of them.”
« The difficulty we experience in discerning truth and
falsehood among the natives, may be ascribed, I
think, chiefly, to our want of connexion and inter-
course with them ; to the peculiarity of their manners
and habits, their excessive ignorance of our charac-
ters ; and our almost equal ignorance of theirs.”!

One or two things I may venture to affirm that
I have done.

! Fifth Beport, ut supra, p. 534, 562. ‘¢ It is a fact,” says another en-
lightened obsarver, * which, however singunlar and unfortunate, is yot
founded in truth, that thoss persons from whom correct information on
these subjects might jusily be expected, are genersliy the lesst able, from
the peculiar circumstances of their silustion, to supply it; I mean the
Company’s servants.—During the early period of their residence in the
East, every hour must be employed, in the acquisition of the languages, in
the study of the laws of the country, and the mannera of the matives:
whilet the latter yoars of their service are still more unremittingly engross-

[}
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1 have performed the business of research, with a
labour, and patience, which it would not be easy to
surpass. And I believe there is no point, of great
importance, involved in the History of India, which
the evidence I have adduced is not sufficient to de-
termine. I am, at the same time, aware, that in
regard to some things there are documents which
were not within my reach; and, concerning the
latter part of the history, in particular, that there

ed, in the discharge of the irksome and ardnous duties of their profession.”
Considerations on the Present Political Btate of India. By Alexander
Fraser Tytler, late assistant Judge in the Twenty-four Perguunahs, Bengal
Establisbment, Preface, p. xif. See other passages to the same purpose,
Introduction, p. iv. v. zi.; also i 77, 357, 415. And Mr. Tyller quotes
with peculiar approbation the passages salready given from the Minute of
Lord Teignmouth.

* I must beg you always to bear in mind, that when an English gentle-
man undertakes to give an account of Indian manners and habits of private
life, he labours under many dissdvantages, The obstacles which prevent
our ever viewing the natives of India in their domestic circles are great
and insuperable ; such as the restrictions of caste on their side, rack and
situation on ours, &c. We do not intermarry with them, as the Porta-
guese did : por do we ever mix with them, in the common duties of social
life, on terms of equality. What knowledge we have of their domestic ar-
rangements has been gained chiefly by inguiry, &c.’” Letters written in a
Mabhretta camp, &c. by T. D. Broughton, Esq. p. 3.

See to the same purpose, Sir John Maleolm, Sketch of the Political
History of India, &c, p. 449.

After adverting to certain erroneous notions on Indiap subjects, Liente-
nant Moor, the well-informed asthor of the “ Narrative of the Operations
of Captain Little’s Detachment,” observes, * Other opinions, equally cor-
rect and entertaining, are indulged by the good people of England ; which
it is vain to oppose, for the party ‘was told so by a gentleman who had
been in India;” perhaps a voyage or two; but these, however respectable
in their profession, are surely not the persons to receive information from,
on the subject of the political characters of the East ; no more (nor indeed
sunch less) than some gentlemen who may have resided a few years in In-
dia; for we can easily admit the possibility of & person spending many
,wsofhi.clifeinlheciﬁﬂof(:llenlu, Madras, or Bombay, withont
Enowing much more of the polilics, prejudices, ke of interior states or
countries, thas if he bad mever stirred out of Losdon, Dublin, or Edin-
burgh,”" p- 196
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are individuals in England, possessed of information,
which, in several places, would have rendered the
narrative richer, and perhaps more accurate, in mat-
ters of detail. 1If I shall be found to have performed,
with any tolerable success, what I had the means of
performing, the Liberality which distinguishes the
gentlemen of India gives me reason to hope, that
many of those who are possessed of useful informa-
tion, but whom it was impossible for me to find out,
will not be unwilling to contribute their aid to the
improvement of the History of British India.

Having thus placed before me the materials of
Indian history in a state, I believed, of greater ful-
ness and completeness, than any preceding inquirer,
I followed the course of my own thoughts in the
judgments which I formed ; not because I vainly
imagined my thoughts more valuable than those of
all other men, but because the sincere and determined
pursuit of truth imposed this rigid law. It would
not allow me to give for true the opinion of any man,
till T had satisfied myself that it was true ; still less
to give the opinion of any man for true, when I had
satisfied myself that it was not true.

Mr. Locke has declared; that he who follows his
own thoughts in writing, can hope for approvers in
the small number alone, of those who make use of
their own thoughts in reading ; that, by the rest, *“ a
man is not permitted, without censure, to follow his
own thoughts in the search of truth, when they lead
him ever so little out of the common road.”

If this is the severe condition, under which a man
follows his own thoughts, in writing even on abstract”

and general truths, how much harder must be the
VOL. I, d
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lot of him who follows them, in writing of the actions
and characters of powerful men, and bodies of men ?
Conscious, however, that I had been faithful in form-
ing my opinions, I believed that I lay under an
indispensable obligation to be faithful in expressing
them : “to give them without violation of modesty,
but yet with the courage of a man unwilling to
betray the rights of reason;” and with that manly
plainness, which the sincerity of the historical cha-
racter appeared to require.

I could not overlook the probable consequences.
“ La perfection d'une Histoire,” says a great judge,
« est d’étre désagréable & toutes les sectes, et A toutes
les nations ; car c’est une preuve que lauteur ne flatte
ni les uns ni les autres, et quil a dit & chacun ses
vérités.” !

He who desires to obtain a considerable portion of
immediate applause, has two well-known, and well-
trodden paths before him.

The first i, to be a zealot for some particular
and powerful party ; to panegyrize its leaders ; attack
its opponents; place its principles and practices in
the fairest possible light; and labour to bring odium
upon the principles and practices of its opponents.
This secures the loud and vehement applause of
those who are gratified; and the vehement applause
of a great party carries, by contagion, along with it,
all, or the greater part of those, who are not very
strongly engaged by their interests or passions on
the opposite side.

The next of the easy ways to the acquisition of
fame, consists of two principal parts. The first is,

! Bayle, Eclairciasernens, sur le Dictionnaire.
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“ to wanton in common topics, where a train of senti-
ment generally received epables a writer to shine
without labour, and to conquer without a contest.”*
The second is to deal for ever in compromise ; to
give up the half of every opinion and principle; go
no further in favour of any side of any question, than
may be reconcileable in some degree with the good
opinion of those who oppose it; and having written
as much on one side, as to exiract applause from
one set of persons, to turn immediately and write as
much on the other, as will extract applause from the
opposite sort. This is done, without glaring marks
of inconsistency, by avoiding all close encounter
with the subject, and keeping to vague and general
phrases. And in this manner, by a proper command
of plausible language, it is easy to obtain reputation
with all parties; reputation, not only of great talents,
but of great moderation, great wisdom, and great
virtue, ?

If my book were possessed of a much greater share
_of the titles to applause, than even the partialities of
the writer allow him to ascribe to it ; I have travelled
so very wide of those beaten paths to success, that
my only chance for it depends, I cannot fail to per-
ceive, upon the degree in which real liberality, that

! Rambler, No. ii.

' Some considerabls reputations have been acquired, by praising every
thing in one's own vountry, And there are many persons who sincerely
insist ypon it, that a writer ought always {0 contrive to put his country in
the right : end that it is a proof of his not being a friend to it, if he ever
puts it in the wrong. This is & motive which I utterly disclaim. This is the
way, not to be 8 friend to one's country, but an enemy. Itis to bring
upon it the disgrace of falsehood and misrepresentation, in the first in-
stance ; and, next, to afford it all the inducement, in the writer’s power,
Lo persevere in mischievous, or in disgraceful courses.
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is, strength of mind, is diffused in the community.
I have done enough, doubtless, to secure to myself
the malignity of the intemperate, and the narrow-
minded, of all parties. 1 have encouraged myself,
however, with the belief, that civilization, and the
improvement of the human mind, had, in this coun-
try, attained a sufficient elevation to make a book be
received as useful, though it neither exaggerated, nor
extenuated the good, or the evil, of any man, or com-
bination of men: to afford a multitude, in every
party, far enough removed from the taint of vulgar
antipathies, to yield to an author, who spoke with
sincerity, and who though he has not spoken with a
view to gratify any party, or any individual, most
assuredly has never spoken with a view to hurt any,
a compensation for the hostilities of the lower and
more ungenerous portion of every party.

Though T am aware of many defects in the work
which I have ventured to offer to the public; and
cannot forget how probable it is, that more impartial
and more discerning eyes will discover many which
are invisible to mine, I shall yet appeal from the sen-
tence of him, who shall judge of me solely by what
I have not done. An equitable and truly useful
decision would be grounded upon an accurate esti-
mation of what I have done, and what ] have not
done, taken together.

It will also deserve to be considered, how much
was in the power of any individual to compass. In
o vast a subject, it was clearly impossible for one
man to accomplish every thing. Some things it was
necessary to leave, that others might be taken ; some
things it was necessary to handle but slightly, that
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others might be treated with greater attention, The
geography, for example, alone, would have occupied
a life-time. To nicety in the details of geography,
1 was, therefore, unable to aspire. I followed with-
out much criticism, the authors whom I was con-
sulting, and was only careful to give, with correct-
ness, that outline and those particulars, which were
necessary for understanding completely the transac-
- tions recorded in my work. To compensate as far
as possible, for that which, in this department, I
myself was unable to perform, I was anxious to
afford the reader the advantage of Mr. Arrowsmith’s
map, by far the finest display which has yet been
made of the geography of India; and in any discre-
pancy, if any should appear, between the text and
that reduction of his noble map, which is prefixed
to the second volume, I desire the reader to be
guided rather by the geographer than by the his-
torian,

In the orthography of Indian names, I should not
have aimed at a learned accuracy, even if my know-
ledge of the languages had qualified me for the task.
I have not been very solicitous even about uniformity

ame ; for as almost every author differs
from another in the spelling of Eastern names, it
appeared to me to be not altogether useless, that, in
a book intended to serve as an introduction to the
knowledge of India, a specimen of this irregularity
should appear.

There is another apparent imperfection, which I
should have more gladly removed. In revising my
work for the press, some few instances have occured,
in which 1 have not been able to verify the references
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to my authorities. This rose from one of the difficul-
ties of my situation. Unable to command at once the
large and expensive number of books, which it was
necessary for me to consult, I was often dependent
upon accident for the‘peried of my supply; and, if
not provided with the best channels of information,
obliged to pursue my inquiries, at the moment, in
guch as I possessed. It was often, in these cases,
useful, for the sake of memory, and of following ocut
the thread of research, to quote, in the first instance,
at second hand. When I afterwards obtained the
better authority, it was a matter of anxious care to
adjust the reference; but I have met with some in-
stances in which I am afraid the adjustment has not
been performed. 1 mention this, to obviate cavils at
the appearance of inaccuracy, where the reality does
not exist; inaccuracy in form, rather than in sub-
stance; for I have no apprehension that those who
shall trace me with the requisite perseverance will
accuse me of wanting either the diligence, or the
fidelity of an historian; and I ought not to have
undertaken the task, if I had not possessed the pro-
spect of obfaining, sooner or later, the means of car-

rying it to completion.
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ADAWLUT.

Jut, and Foujdarry Adawlut, denote the
civil and eriminal courts of justice.
See Dewanny and Foujdarry.

Aueegr, Mper, Exie, A nobleman.

Aurer vt OMmaH. Noble of nobles,
lord of lords.

ANna. A piece of money, ihe sixteenth
part of @ mapee,

AumkeN. Trustee, commissioner., A
temporary collector or supravisor, ap-
pointed to the charge of a country on
the removal of & Zemindar, or for any
other particular purpose of local inves-
tigation or arrangement.

AvmiL, Agent, officer, native collector
of revenue.  Superintendent of a dis-
trict or division of a country, either on

the part of the government, Zemindar, -

of renter.

AusmiLpag. Agent, the holder of en
office. An intendent and collector of
the revenue, uniting civil, military,
and financial powers, under the Ma-
homedan government,

Auvgune. The place where goods are
manufactured.

Bava-Guavr. Above the Ghants, in
contradistinction to Payesn Ghaut, be.
low the Ghauts. The terms are gene-
rally applied to the high table-land in
the contre of India, towards its south-
erp extremity.

BanyaN., A Hinde merchant, or shop-
keeper. The term Banyan is used in
Hengal to denocte the native who ma-
nnges the money-concerns of the Euro-
poan, and sometimes serves him as an
interpreter. At Madras, the same de-
seription of persons is cailed Dubash,
which signifies one who can speak Lwo
ianguages.

Justice, equity; & court of |
justice. The terms Dewanny Adaw- -

Barta. Deficiency, discount, allow-
ance. Allowance to troops in the
fleld. ' .

Bazag. Daily market, or market place.

Besa, A lend measure equal, in Ben-
gal, to sbout the third part of an acre.

BrouM. A lady, princess, woman of
high rank.

Bice, Vaisya. A man of the third
Hindy cast, who by birth is a treder,
or husbandman.

BraBueN, BRaHMIN, BaanuaN, Bra-
miN. A divine, a priest; the first
Hindu cast,

Beiniarnig, Binsary, Benlary, Ban-
JaBy. A grain merchant.

Bunaarow, The name used in Bengal,
for a species of country-howse, erected
by Europeans.

Cary Yus, CsrLycocum. The present
or fourth age of the world, according
to the chronology of the Hindua.

Canrg, Casr. A tribe, or class of people.

CaBavan-geRal. The serni of the cara-
van. See Serai and Choultry.

Cawzi, Cazi, Kazy. A Mahomedan
judg%.l or justice, who also ofﬁciztoa ‘A’m
a public notary, in attesting deeds, by
ngxing mt:.le. The sa.r:r:.«;s as the offi~
cer we name Cadi, in Turkey.

Cauzy-uL-Cazaur. Judge of judges ; the
chief judge, or justice.

Cuavvara. One of the nemes for the
most degraded Hindu caste.

Cuoxky, CuoxeE. A chair, seat ; guard,
wotch. The station of a guerd or
wailchman. A place where an officer
is stationed to receive tolls mud cus-

© toms, .-

CaourtrY. A covered public building,
for the accommodation of passengers.

Cuour. A fourth: a fourth part of snms
litigated. Mahratta chout; a fourth
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of the revenues, exacted as tribute by
the Mahrattas.

Cuopbagr. Mtaff-bearer. An aitendant
on & man of rank., He waita with &
long staff, plated with silver, an-
nounces the approach of visitors, and
runs before his master, proclaiming
aloud his titles.

CrUNAM. Lime,

Ciuca® Head of affairs; the state or
govemment ; & grand division of &
province ; a head man; a name used
by Europeans in Bengal, to denote
the Hindu writer and accountant, em-
ployed by themselves, or in the public
offices. See Bircar.

Corrumigs, Corenees. Saltworks, the
places where galt is made.

CooLrss, Coory. Porter, labourer,

Coss. A term used by Europeans, to
denote & road-measure of about two
miles, bat differing in different parta of
India.

Crone. Ten millions,

CsraTrITA, KsmaTRIVA, CHETTERIS,
Knrereny. A man of the second or
military caste.

Cutcugany, Court of justice; also the
public office where the rents are paid,
and cther business respecting the reve-
nue transacted.

Curwar, Katwar. The chief officer of
police in & large town or city, and suo-
perintendent of the markets.

Dar. Keeper, holder. This word is often
joined with another, to denote the hold-
er of & particular office or employment,
as Chob-dar, staff-bolder; Zemin-dar,
land-holder. This compound word,
with i, ee, ¥, added to it, denotes the
office, 88 Zemindar-ee.

Dainoaan. A superintendent, or over-
seer; as of the police, the mint, &e.
Daou, Dam. A copper coin, the fortieth

part of & rupee.

Deccax. Literally, the south. A term
employed by Mahomedan writers to
deante the country between the rivers
Nerbuddah and Crishma.

Decoirs, Gang-robbers. Decoily, gang-

robbery
Dewan, Duax. Place of assembly. Na-
tive minister of the reverne depart-
ment ; and chief justice, in civil canses,
within his jurisdiction ; receiver-gene-
1al of a provioce. The t¥rm is aiso
used, to designate the principal reve-
nne servant under sn Eurcpean col-
lector, and even of a Zemindar. By
this title, the East India Company are

receivers-general of the ravenues of
Bengal, under a grant from the Great
Mogul.

Dewanny, Duanwnee, The office, or
jurisdiction of 2 Dewan,

Drwaruy Count o ADawLUT. A court
_for trying revenue, and other civil
canses,

Doap, Doowan. Any iract of country
included between Lwo rivers.

Drong. A fortified hill or rock.

Dupasu. Bee Banyan.

Duapar. The court, the hall of aa-
dience ; a levee.

Faqueer, Faxta. A poor man, mendi-
cant, a religions begear.

Firuatw, Puissauwp, Order, man-
date. An imperial decree, a royal
grant, or-charter.

Fovsnax, Fosepar, Puovspag, Foog-
paB. Under the Mogul government,
- & magistrate of the police over & large
district, who took cognizance of all
criminal matters within his jurisdic-
tiom, and sometimes was employed ss
receiver-general of the revenues.

Fovsnanny, Fosepaneg. Office of »
Foujdar.

Fotsparay Coonr. A court for admi-
pistering the criminal Iaw. ’

Guacr. A pass through a mountain :
applied alsc to s mange of hills, and the
ford of a river.

Guze. Clarified butter, in which siate
they preserve that article for culinary

purposes.

GHinbawag, GIRDWAR, Ab overseer of
police, under whom the goyenday, ot
informers, act.

Gouassvan. A commissioner, factor,

ayent.

Goonoo, Gonr. ziritml puide.

Gorempa. Aai ior officer of police ;
& vpy, informer.

Guwoe. A grenary, 8 depht, chiefly of
grain for sale. Wholesale markets,
heid on paniicular days. Commercial
d

Guray. A pame given toa wall flanked
with towers.

Hamaw. Seraglis, the place where the
ladies remde.

Hiscaxas, Haincikmapl.
SPY. & Metacnpet.

Howpa. The seat of great men fixed on
aa elephant, pot much ualike the bouy
Lf a sedan in shape.

A gnide, a
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Jaaeiue, JacHEER, Jac1n. Literally, the
place of taking. An assignment, to an
individual, of the government share of
the produce of a portion of land. There
were {wo apecies of jaghires; one, per-
sonal, for the use of the grantee; an-
other, in trust, for some public service,
most commonly, the maintenance of
troops.

Jamus, Jumma,
tion, assembly.
rial assignment.

JaMMABUNDY, JUMMABUNDY. A writ-
ten schedule of the whole of an as-
sessment.

JEEL. A shallow lake, or morase.

Jimaar. A large musket, fixed on a
swivel, vged in Indian forts, and fired
with great precision.

Jue., Bee Yug.

Junare, JaneLE. A wood, or thicket ;
& country overrum with shrubs, or long
grass.

Total amount, collec-
The total of a territo-

Kuaresa., Pure, onmixed. An office of
government, in which the business of
the revenue department is trensacted :
the exchequer. Khalsa lands, are
lands, the revenue of which is paid
into the exchequer,

Knax, Cawn. A tile, similar to that of
Lord.

Kuiraur, Keraovr. A robe of honow,
with which princes confer dignity.

Kinianae, KerLrapar, Warder of a
castle; commender of & fort.

Kisr. Stated payment, instalment of
rent.

Kusnoon, Cusmoox. A body of mili-
tary, corresponding nearest to our
term brigade; varying from one to
six or eight thousand.

Lac. One hundred thousand.

Lascar, Properly a camp-follower, but
applied to native ssilors and arti -
men.

Miasr, Manr, MeRar, Muar. Places,
Districts, departments.  Places, or
sources of revenue, particularly of a
territorial nature; lands.

Mamas. Great.

Mocuneray. As applied to lands, it
meand lands to let on a fixed leage.

MorvssiL. Sepamted, particuinrized;
the subordinate divigions of s district,
in contradistinclion to Saddur, or Sud-
der, which implics the chief scat of go-
vernment.

Morussit, Dewanny ApawLyT. Provin-
cial court of civil juatice.

MorLusere., Manufacturer of salt.
Moorty, Morree. The Mahomedan
law-officer who declares the sentence.
Monsoon, The mainy season. The pe-

riodical winds and rains.

Mooravy, MouLavEE, A learned and
religious man, an interpreter of the
Mahomedan law.

Moowssee.  Letter-writer, secretary.
Europeans give this title to the native
who instructs them in the Persian lan-

guage.
Mosque. A Mahomedan temple,
Muenun. The place of sitling: a scat;
a throne, or chair of state.
MursepbeY, Murseopee  Intent upon.
Writer, accountant, secretary.

Namor, Nawan. Very great deputy vice-
gerent. The governor of a province
under the Mogul government.

Nais. A deputy.
Naip Naziw. Deputy of the Nazim, or
Governor.

Natg, Naix, A petty military officer.

Nair. Chief. The Nairs are a peculiar
description of Hindus, on the Malabar
coast.

Nazim. Composer, arranger, adjuster,
The first officer of & province, and
minister of the department of criminal
Jjustice,

Nizan.
Tanger.

Nizam vr Myrke, The administrator of
the empire, .

Nizamur., Arrangement, government;
the office of the Nazim, or Nizam,

Nizawur Apawrur. The court of cri-
minal justice.

NuLLa. Streamlet, water-course.

Nuzzer. A vow, an offering; a present
made 1o & superior.  *

Order, arrangement; an ar-

Ounran, Alord, a grandee, under the
Mogul government.

Pacona, A temple; also the name of a
gold coin, in the south of India, valued
at eight ahillings.

PaLanzsen. A litter in which gentle-
men in India recline, and are carried
on the shunlders of four men. .

Pariar. A term used by Europeans
India to denote the outcasts of.the
Hindu tribes.

Patan. A name npplied lo the Afghaun
tribes.

e



xiii

Prauwa, Parsnwa  Gnide, leader. The
prime minister of the Mahratta govern-
ment.

Peon. A footman, a foot soldier; an
inferior oflicer or servant employed In
the business of the revenue, police, or
jodicature.

PEROUNKAR.
ing of several villages. -

Pesncusa. A present, particnlarly to
government, in consideration of an ap-
pointment, or as an acknowledgment
for any terure. Tribute, fine, guit-
rent, advance on the stipulated reve-

nues.
The suburbs of a fortified

PerTan.
town.

Porriaag, Porycasr. Head ofa village
district. Military chieftain in the Pe-
pinsuia, similar to hill Zemindar in the
northern circars.

PoLLax. A district held by a Polligar.

PoraiL. The head man of a village.
The term correspondas with that of
Mocuddim and Mundul in Bengal.

Porrau. A lease granted to the cultiva-
tors on the part of government, either
wrilten on paper, or engraved with a
style on the leaf of the fan palmira
ree.

Punprr. A learned Brahmen.

Purana, Poorax. Literally ancient :
the name given to such Hindu books
as treat of creation in general, with the
history of their gods and ancient heroes.

Prue, Paix. A foot messenger. A perscl
employed s 2 night-watch in a village,
and as s Tunner or measenget on the
business of the revenue.

Rasa. King, prince, chieftain, noble-
man ; a title in ancient times given to
chiefa of the second or military Hinda
tribe only.

RuEercor. Literally, son of aking. The
name of a wartike race ef Hindus,

Rawa. A species of rajah

Rassy, Raser. Queen, princess, wile
of a rayab.

Bor Rovan. A Hindu title given to the
principal officer of the Khalsa, or chief
wreasarer of the exchequer.

Rursg. The name of 2 silver eoin; rated
in the Company’s accounts, the current
rapee at 2s.; the Bombay rupee ai
2. 3d.

Rror. Peagant, subject; tennnt of house
or land.

Saver. What moves; variable imposts,
ditinct from land rent or revemoe;

A small district, eonsist-
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consisting of customs, tolls, licenees,
dutics on goods, slso taxcs on houses,
shops, bazars, &c.

SEroY. A native aoldier.

Senri. The same as Chouliry,

SnasTeR. The instrument of govern-
ment or instruction ; any bouk of in-
struction, particularly contsining di-
vine ordinances.

Sanorr, Bnpor. A banker, or money-
changer.

SiRcar. Agovernment; aman of business,

Simpar. Chiel, captain, bead man,

Boucak. A merchant, or banker; =
money-lender.

HBuaan. A province such as Bepgal. A
grand division of & country, which is
again divided into circars, chuckles,
pergunnahs, and villages.

Steanpar. The holder of the subsh
the govemor or viceroy.

Svparpany. The office and jurisdiction
of a subahdar,

Suppes. The breast; the fore-conrt of
a house; the chief seat of government,
coniradistinguished from Mofumil, or
interior of the country ; the presidency.

Svopern Dewawny Apaweut, The
chief civil court of justice under the
Company's goveromeul, held at the
presidency.

Brppes N1aawur ApawitT. The chief
eriminal court of jostice, under the
Company’s governmeant.

Supaa, Sutopra. Soober. A Hindn of
the founh, or lowest tribe,

Scxxcp. A prop, orsupport; a patemt
charter, or wrnitten authority for hold-
either land or office.

Tatnoxpan. A bolder of atalook, whick
is a small portion of land ; & petty land-
ageni.

Tasx. Pond, reservoir,

Tawzanpan. A peuy police office.

Teer. A note of band ; a promissory
note given by s native ker, or
money-lendey, to Zemindars and

wthers, to emable them to furnish go-
vernment with securily for the pay-
ment of their rents.

TeusiLDax. Who bas charge of the
collections. A pative evilector of &
districr, acting under 8 Eurvpean or
Zemindar.

Torassen. Native black Christians, the
remains of the socient Portoguese.

Tore. A grove of trees.

Tewcaw, Tewsna, An assignment on
the revenue, [or personal suppori, or
other purpuses.
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TuusriL. A carriage for the gun am-
munition-

VackeeL, VagueerL. One endowed
with anthority to act for another.
Ambassador, agent sent on & special
commission, or residing at a court.
Native law pleader, under the judi-
dicial system of the Company.

Vizig, Vizizn, Under the Mogul go-
vernment, the prime minister of the
sovercign. -

Vepas, Veps, Berps. Sciencs, - know-
ledge. The sacred seriptures of ths
Hindus,

Yocips, Jooies, Hindu devolees,
Yus, Jue, Yoos. An age; a greas

N.B. The
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period of the Hindus ; also & religions
ceremony.

Zeumiwpan. From two words signifying,
garth, land, and holder or keeper.
Egnd-keeper. An officer who, under
the Mahomedan government, was
charged with the superintendence of
the lands of a district, financially con-
sidered ; the protection of the cultiva-
tors, and the realization of the govern-
ment's share of its produce, either in
mopey or kind,

Zemiwparry. The office or jurisdiction
of a Zemindar,

Zewava, The place where the ladies
reside,

ZiLLam: Bide, part, district, division.
A Yocal division of a conntry having re-

ference to personal jurisdiction.

lanations of the above ferms are taken, for the most part, from the

Glogsary attached to the fifth Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on

Indien affairs, appointed in 1810,



