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PREFACE OF THE EDITOR. 

• 
IN the Preface to the History of British India, Mr. 
Mill has claimed for himself the meri.ts of patient 
and laborious investigation, and of original and inde­
pendent judgment. The claim is substantiated by his 
work. His history is remarkable for extensive and 
diligent research, and for opinions which are peculiar 
either to the author, or to the school of which he was 
a distinguished disciple . 

. Whilst, however, the historian of British India 
has derived the facts which he relates from nu­
merous and diversified sources of information, and 
has investigated those sources with undeniable in­
dustry and unquestionable talent, it is not to be 
imagined that hiij labours have in every instance 
been rewarded with success, or that he has left 
nothing unexplored. He has himself taken pOains to 
guard against such an expectation, He acknow­
ledges that his opportunities of consulting published 
authorities were sometimes transient and precarious, 
that in some things, the unpublished documents 
of which he had need were not accessible to ·him; 
and that in the latter portion of his work, which 
may be regarded as almost contemporary history, 
he was in want of much personal information which 
he believed to exist, and which might have ren­
dered his narrative richer, and perhaps more accurate 
in matters of detail. To supply in some degree the 
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11 PREFACE. 

omissions, and to correct the inaccuracies which 
have arisen from these causes. 3S far as additional . 
materials supply the means, is one of the objects 
of the present publication. . Many of the documents. 
and much of the personal information which Mr. 
Mill desiderated, have been given to the public since 
he wrote, and various valuable works, comprehending 
periods and transactions of which he treats, have 
furnished facilities for clearly understanding, and de­
finitively appreciating much that was dark and doubt­
ful at the date of his inquiries. Of these publications, 
it is sufficient here to specify the works of Sir John 
Malcolm, the biographies of Clive and Munro. and 
the Indian portion of the despatches of Marquis 
Wellesley and the Duke of Wellington. 

Besides the defects occasioned by incomplete mate­
rials. the History oC British India presents inaccuracies 
both oC fact and opinion. which have arisen from the 
author's imperfect knowledge of the country, and un­
acquaintance with any of the languages spoken in it. 
He has taken great pains to prove that these deficien­
cies are of no consideration. and that his never having 
been in India, and his possessing but a slight and 
elementary acquaintance with any of the languages 
of the East, are to be regarded rather as q ualifi. 
cations than disqualifications Cor the task which he 
bad undertaken. His arguments are ingenious; they 
will carry conviction but to few. It is true 
that residence in a country, command of its dia­
lects, conversancy with its literature, are but hum­
ble elements in the formation of the historical 
character; but they are elements. and cannot b~ 
discarded without injury to the consistency and com-
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pleteness of the whole. It is also true, that there 
are many circumstances in the position of the servants 
of the East India Company, which are unpropitious 
to the developement and cultivation of the talent and 
knowledge requisite to constitute a historian of 
India; but, although these circumstances may coun­
terbalance, in the individuals themselves, the benefits 
derivable from personal observation, they do not 
therefore invalidate the reality of those benefits, or 
render local knowledge altogether valueless. It may 
be without reservation conceded, that no one person 
of the many who have been engaged in official duty 
in India, or who have earned distinction as oriental 
scholars, has yet brought to the attempt to write a 
history of India the same degree of fituess as Mr. 
Mill; yet it cannot but be felt, that had Mr. Mill 
himself passed but a short time in the country, or 
been but moderately versed in any department of its 
literature. his history would have been exempt from 
many of those blemishes by which its perfectness is 
now impaired, and its utility diminished. 

Personal knowledge of a country, and especially of 
I ndia, possesses one great recommendation, of which 
Mr. Mill does not seem to have been aware. It secures 
one important historical requisite, of the want of' 
which his pages present many striking examples. It 
enahles the historian to judge of the real value of that 
evidence to which he must bave recourse for matters 
that are beyond the sphere of his own observation. 
Mr. Mill justly argues that it is only by combining 
the observations of a number of individuals, that a 
comprehensive knowledge of any o~ subject can be 
acquired, and that in so extensive and complicated a 
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IV PREFACE. 

subject as India, a very small portion can fall under 
the cognizance of any single observer. Yet it 
should be considered. that although the subject be 
diversified in its details, it is in substance the same. 
Amidst all the varieties of ihe picture. there are 
many features in common. and he to whom those fca­
tures are familiar, will be able to judge of the fide­
lity with which they are delineated by another, and 
will thence be able to infer the power and disposition 
of the artist, to portray with truth and skill the 
lineaments which are less intimately known to him­
self. He will be in a situation to estimate with ac­
curacy the opportunities which the author of an 
account of any part of India may have enjoyed. of 
gathering authentic information; he will be in the 
way of learning something of the narrator's pursuits, 
habits, occupation, and prepossessions. and will by 
daily experience be prepared for the many circum­
stances by which observation is biassed, and opinions 
are instilled. He will know what to credit, what to 
mistrust, what to disbelieve. He will be qualified to 
select the pure metal from the dross, to separate the 
false from the true. An incompetency to perform 
this most essential part of the duties of a careful and 
critical historian is constantly apparent in the cita.­
tions which ?rIr. ?rIill has made, either in his text or 
his notes, from writers on India. He commonly at­

. taches the greatest weight to the authorities which are 
least entitled to confidence. or adduces from those of a 
higher order, the passages which are least characte­
rized by care and consideration. Numerous in­
stances of lli. _ill's mistaken estimate and partial 
application of authority are pointed out in the pre-

• 



PREFACE. v 

sent publication. To have specified all, would have 
swelled the annotations to a disproportionate and in­
convenient bulk. A local knowledge of India on 
the part of its historian, would have obviated the ne­
cessity of most of these animadversions. 

Acquaintance with the languages and literature of 
India would have preserved Mr. Mill from some 
{)ther mistaken conclusions. He states it as his con­
viction, that even when he wrote, a sufficient stock of 
information had been collected in the languages of 
Europe to enable an inquirer to ascertain every im­
portant point in the history of India. As far as this 
assertion may lie considered applicable to the Euro­
pean part of Indian history, it is inconsistent with 
the deficiences which he has himself indicated. It 
is still more incorrect when applied to the history of 
the Hindus and the Mohammedans of Hindustan. 
Many very important accessions have been acquired 
in both these respects since the publication of the 
history of British India, but many more remain to be 
supplied, before it can be asserted with truth, that 
every important point in the history of India has been 
ascertained. In the J oumals of the several Asiatic 
Societies, and the publications ofvarious Hindu scho­
lars, information almost entirely new, and of exceed­
ing interest, has been obtained within the last few 
years, relating to the religion, philosophy, and ancient 
history of the Hindus. whilst their later fortunes 
have been richly illustrated by the history of the 
Marhattas, and the Annals of Rajasthan: until, how­
ever. some of the Punl.nas, and the ~hief portion of 
the Vedas, shall have been translated, it is not safe 
to speculate upon the scope and character of the 
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primitive institutions of the Hindus, and for more 
recent periods, it is still essential to extend investiga.­
tion into those chronicles of the native states which 
are known to have existence. The whole of the Mo­
hammedan history of India, when Mr. Mill wrote, 
was restricted to a single compilation, loosely if not 
incorrectly translated, and to a few fragmentary no­
tices snatched from oblivion by the industrious curi­
osity of European orientalists. We have now a more 
trustworthy translation of Ferishta, and in the autobi­
ography of Baber, and in other publications, much 
more copious and serviceable contributions to our 
knowledge of the transactions of the1\lohammedans 
in India: but every epoch of their rule abounds with 
original authorities, many of which are of great 
merit, and the principal of these must be translated 
or consulted before we can venture to lIffirm that we 
have. in the languages of Europe, materials sufficient 
for the determination of every important point in the 
:Mohammedan history of India. 

From these remarks it will be apparent, that with 
regard to the facts of his history, the sources of his 
information were more scanty and less pure than the 
historian suspected. Exceptions even more compre­
hensive may be taken to his opinions. In many 
instances, the intensity of his prejudices bas dimmed 
the clearness of his perception, and blunted the acute­
ness of his intelligence. However unconscious of 
deserving the imputation, he is liable to the censure 
which be has pronounced upon one class of candi­
dates for popular approbation. He is a zealot for a 
party; he panegyrizes its leader; he places its prin­
ciples in the fairest light; he labours to bring odium 
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upon the principles and practices of his opponents; 
he advocates, in a word, the theoretical views of Mr. 
Bentham, and tries all measures and all institutions 
by a scale constructed according to the notions of 
that writer upon law and· government. As long as 
the opinions thus prompted, are put forth as abstract 
propositions, or affect conclusions irrelevant to the 
main subject of the composition, it has not been 
thought necessary to controvert them, but when they 
are employed as standards by which to try the 
conduct of the East India Company and of their 
servants. either in their commercial or political con. 
nexion with India, it has been occasionally attempted 
to demonstrate their unsoundness. their inapplicabi­
lity, or their injustice. 

Of the proofs which may be discovered in Mr. Mill's 
history of the operation of preconceived opinions. 
in confining a vigorous and active understanding to. 
a partial and one-sided view of a great question. no 
instance is ,more remarkable than the unrelenting 
pertinacity with which he labours to establish the 
barbarism of the Hindus. Indignant at the exalted, 
and it may be granted. sometimes exaggerated 
descriptions of their advance in civilization, of their 
learning, their sciences, their talents, their virtues, 
which emanated from the amiable enthusiasm of Sir 
William Jones, Mr. Mill has entered the lists against 
him with equal enthusiasm, but a less c;ommendable 
purpose, and has sought to reduce them as far below 
their proper level. as their encomiasts may have 
formerly elevated them above it. With very im· 
perfect ~owledge. with materials exceedingly d~ 
fective. with an implicit faith in all testimony hostile 
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to Hindu pretensions, he has elaborated a portrait of 
the Hindus which has no resemblance whatever to 
the original, and which almost outrages humanity. 
As he represents them, the Hindus are not only on 
a par with the least civilized nations of the Old and 
New World, but they are plunged almost without 
exception in the lowest depths of immorality and 
crime. Considered merely in a literary capacity, 
the description of the Hindus, in the History 
of British India;~ i .. open to censure for its ob­
vious unfairness and injustice; but in tbe effects 
which it is likely to exercise upon the. connexion 
between the people of England and the people of 
India, it is chargeable with more than literary 
demerit: its tendency is evil; it is calculated to 
destroy all sympathy between the rulers and the 
ruled; to preoccupy the minds of those who issue 
annually from Great Britain, to monopolize the posts 
of honour and power in Hindustan, with an unfounded 
aversion towards those over whom they exercise that 
power, and from whom they enforce tliat honour; 
and to substitute for those generous and benevolent 
feelings, which the situation of the youngerser­
vants of the Company in India naturally suggests, 
sentiments of disdain, suspicion, and dislike, uncon­
genial to their age and character, and wholly incom­
patible with the full and faithful discharge of their 
obligations to Government and to the people. There 
is reason to fear that these consequences are Dot 
imaginary, and that a harsh and illiberal spirit 
has of late years prevailed in the conduct aDd coun­
cils of the rising service in India, which owes its 
origin to impressioDII imbibed in early life from the 
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History of Mr. Mill. It ,;~ understood, that had he 
lived to revise the work. he would probably' have 
modified some of the most exceptionable passages in 
this part of it, and it has been an especial object of 
the present edition, to show that the unfavourable 
views which Mr. Mill exhibits of the civilization 
and character of the Hindus, are always extreme, 
and are not unfrequently erroneous and unjust. 

It may be thought inconsistent with the unfavour­
able opinions thus avowed of the History of British 
India in such important particulars, to have en­
gaged in preparing a new edition of it for the pub­
lic; but, notwithstanding the imputations which 
have been urged to its disadvantage, the editor re­
gards the history of Mr. Mill as the most valuable 
work upon the subject which has yet been published. 
It is a composition of great industry, of extensive 
information. of much accuracy on many points, of 
unrelaxing vigour on all; and even where the reader 
may not feel disposed to adopt the views it advo­
cates, he will rarely fail to reap advantage from the 
contemplation ofthem, as they are advanced to illus­
trate the relations between India and Great Britain. 
The vast importance of that connexion is never lost 
sight of, and in describing the steps by which it was 
formed, or speculating on the means by which it may 
be perpetuated,. a lofty tone of moral and political 
principle is maintained; which, even when we may 
think that the principles are unfairly applied, is en­
titled to our respect. which in a great number 
of instances commands unhesitating acquiescence. 
and which is well worthy of imitation by all to whom 
the interests of our Indian empire are matters, either 
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of theoretical reasoning. or of practical administration. 
In dwelling upon the defects of the work. it has 
heen intended only to explain the motives of those 
endeavours which have been made to remedy them, 
and it is hoped, that in the annotations which have 
been inserted. such correctives will have been pro­
vided. as may ohviate the evil consequences of what 
the editor apprehends to be mistaken or mischievous, 
without impairing the utility. or detracting from the 
credit of that which he believes to be correct and 
instructive. 



PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR 

• 

IN the course of reading and investigation, neces­
sary for acquiring that measure of knowledge which 
I was anxious to possess, respecting my country, its 
people, its government, its interests, its policy. and 
its laws, I was met, and in some degree surprised, 
by· extraordinary difficulties, when I arrived at tbat 
part of my inquiries which related to India. On 
othe( subjects, of any magnitude and importance. I 
generally found, that there was some one book, or 
small number of books, containing the material part 
of the requisite information; and in which direction 
was obtained, by reference to other books, if, in any 
part, the reader found it necessary to extend his re­
searches. In regard to India, the case was exceed­
ing different. The knowledge. requisite for attain­
ing an adequate conception of that great scene of 
British action. was collected no where. It was scat­
tered in a great variety of repositories, sometimes in 
considerable portions, often in very minute ones; 
sometimes by itself, often mixed up with subjects of 
a very different nature: and, even where information 
relating to India stood disjoined from other subjects, 
a small portion of what was useful lay commonly 
embedded in a large mass of what was trifling and 
insignificant; and of a body of statements, given in­
discriminately as matters of fact, ascertained by the' 
senses, the far greater part was in general only mat-
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ter of opinion, borrowed, in succession, by one set of 
Indian gentlemen from another. I 

In bestowing the time, labour, and thought, ne­
cessary to explore this assemblage of heterogeneou8 
things, and to separate, for my own use, what was 
true and what was useful, from what was insignifi­
cant and what was false, I was led to grieve, that 
none of those 'who had preceded me, in collecting 
for himself a knowledge of Indian affairs, had been 
induced to leave his conection for the benefit of 
others; and perform the labour of extracting and 
ordering the dispersed and conwsed materials of a 
knowledge of India, once for all. The second re­
flection was, that, if those who preceded me had 
neglected this important service, and in 80 doing 
were not altogether free from blame, neither should 
I be exempt from the same condemnation, if I 
omitted what depended upon me, to facilitate and 
abridge to others the labour of acquiring a know­
ledge of India; an advantage I should have valued 
so highly, had it been afforded by any former in­
qUIrer. 

In this manner, the idea 0( writing a History of 
India was first engendered in my mind. I should 
have shrunk from the task, bad I foreseen the labour 
in which it has involved me, 

The books, in ..... hich more or less 0( information 
re~pecting India might be expected to be found, 

• TIle c1if5caltJ arioiD!: from __ 01 IaIoe iDlormatioa ... "I< by 

a.e"err lint oeeanIe hisWriaa. 
·0, ..,. a,,(JpfC7"tU "'.$ .... 4HlS T." 7potyE'lE"'I"""'''. ..., ..,. 

E'-'X""" ,q,u,w 't OfUC, .p .. ..,",.",' .. • .,' .~~A.." UxDrTfU. 

nucyd. lib. ~ Co c'. 00... esnlkat ~ to a.e ...... purpooe 
OR _ m a.e ...... r..tlowm, doaf< .... 
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were sufficiently numerous to compose a library. 
Some were books of Travels. Some were books of 
History. Some contained philological, some anti. 
quarian, researches. A. considerable number con­
sisted of translations from the writings of the natives 
in the native tongues; others were books on the re­
ligion of the people of India; books on their laws; 
books on their sciences, manners, and arts, 

The transactions in India were not the only trans. 
actions of the British nation, to .which the affairs of 
India had given birth. Those affairs had been the 
subject of much discussion by the press, and of many 
legislative, executive, and even judicial proceedings, 
in England. Those discussions and proceedings 
would form of course an essential part of the His­
tory of British India; and the materials of it re­
mained to be extracted, with much labour, from the 
voluminous records of British literature, and British 
legislation. 

The British legislature had not satisfied itself with 
deliberating, and deciding; it had also inquired; 
and, inquiring, it had called for evidence. This call, 
by the fortunate publicity of parliamentary proceed­
ings, brought forth the records of the councils in 
India, and their correspondence, with one another, 
with their servants, and with the constituted au­
thoIjties in England; a portion of materials, inesti. 
mabie in its value; but so appalling by its magui­
tude, that many years appeared to be inadequate to 
render the mind familiar with it. 

Such is a short and very imperfect description of 
the state of the materials. 1 The operations neces-

I" II Y .voit pIlII do ChO'ClI6.d~lIU8qu'oD De Ie croyoitcommunenumt, 
" . 
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sary to draw from them a useful history, fonned the 
second subject of consideration, To omit other par. 
ticulars, which will easily present themselves. and 
are common to this with all undertakings of a simi­
lar nature, a peculiar demand, it is evident, was pre. 
sented for the exercise of discrinIination, that is, of 
criticism, in a chaotic mass, of such extent, wbere 
things relating to the subject were to be separated 
from things foreign to it; where circumstances of 
importance were to be separated from circumHtances 
that were insignificant; where real fuets, and just 
inferences, were to be separated from such as were 
the contrary; and above all things, where facts, 
really testified by the senses, were to be diiJcrimi. 
nated from matters, given as testified by the Henses, 
but which, in truth, were nothing but matters of 
opinion. confounded with matters of fact, and mis­
taken for them, in the minds of the reporters them. 
selves, 1 

A bistory of India. therefore. to be good for any 
thing, must, it was evident, be, what, for want of a 
better appellation, has been called, .. A Critical His-

mais eIlel etoicot noyiee danI one lonle de reeueih imm~lI<M. eo l&n.,uca 
La.tin~ E!Sp3pole, AngJoile, d HollandaiN. 06 pertODlle De .'ariloit de 
lee &Uer ehncher; daaa une quantitE de I'OIIt.ie1II ~ tha elUXo. 

Jeas. relati& 1 cent &Dlr'es objeta, d cloDt il KToil praque iotpoHible de 
rendte 1& lecture ~te. LeI di1licu1t.& De touehent pire eeu qui 
lie lee ea&aJea1 pu." HWI dea Narigatiou UD. Terre. Au.t.ra.lea, pu .M.le 
PrisideDt de Br~ . 

• " L'OD. Be IeDt que bop.'" ... ,. Ifr. Gibboa, "combien. aou 1ODl-. 
porte 1 miler JIOII i~ .... ee ceIlea IIGe ~ npport.ou.'" )Umotre I1U .. 

M......J.ie cleo Modes, Gibbom'. MiIceL Worb, iii. 61. Ed. &.0. Thia iD· 
firuUty or the _ miDd, • fact or ~ ... porta_. both is ep«aI ..... 
and in action, Ihe ..ad ...... 110 .. _ already ""'Iaaia&ed .Uk i1, ".iIl fiDd 
1'ery elepDLly illnstra.ted in ODe or tlte chapteR 01 tI.e HCfJDd ... ,,!u:au: of 
the ....... or Mr. DupId SI<-wan, ... die I'biJoIopIIJ or ... H ...... Hind. 
See pap 61. ToL ii.. 01 t11.e prnct work.. lIaDY naeplee cI it. wiJJ pre.­
.eDt thcm,eh'a in the COUM vi thiI hiltory; frn .. II II • laabit pet'1I. 
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tory." I To criticise means, to judge. A critical 
history is, then, a judging history. But, if a judg­
ing history, what does it judge ~ 

It is evident that there are two, and only two, 
classes of objects, which constitute the subject of 
historical judgments. The first is, the matter of 
statement, the things given by the historian, as 
things really done, really said, or really thought. 
The second is, the matter of evidence, the matter by 
which the reality of the saying, the doing, or think­
ing, is ascertained. 

I n regard to evidence, the business of criticism 
visibly is, to bring to light the value of each article, 
to discriminate what is true from what is false, to 

lia.rly congenial to the mental atate of the natives, 80 a COWbWII.UOD oC cir .. 

cllDlBtancea has given it UDuaual efficacy in the mindi or thoae of our 
countrymen by "hom India has been BUfTeyed • 

. I The idea of 8. erit.ical history is DOt very old. The first man who 
leema to have had a distinct conception of it, says, U Je tre.itero.i moo 
lujet en critique, ni:yut 1& rilgle de St. Paul, Bzarnint louIe. cholt'_ d 
M retme. fIIlt De pi eB' bOIl. L'histoire o'est bien lOuvent qu'un 
mElange comus de !au et de na.i, eotasell par des IScrivains mal instruits, 
mdules, ou passionnEl. C'ost au lecteur &ttentif' et jndicieu d'en Caire 
Ie diacernement.. l I'aide d'nne critique. qui ne loit ni trop timide, ni 
Umeraire. Sana Ie aecoun de eet art, on erre dans l'histoire, comma 
un pilote sur 1& mer, lonqu'il n'a ni bOUHOle, Di carte marine." Beau­
lJobre, Hilt. de Manich. Disc. Prelim. p. 7. 

Tho same writer has also said, what is Dot foreign to the present pur­
pole, II Uno hialoire critique ne pouva.nt ~tre trap bieR jUlti~e, j'ai eu 
110m de meUre on original, au bill dea pagea, lea pusages qui &enent de 
preuvo aux (aita que j'avao.ce. C'eet un eJlDuyeux travail, mais je l'ai 
cru necelJ8aire. Si l'on trouye lea cita.tiODl trop ampl08 et trop a.bon­
dantea, c'eet un supedlu qui n'a 001\" qu" moi, et Ie locwur peot bien 
m'en pudonc.er 1& diponee:' Id. Ibid. Pret. P.24-

A great historian of Ollt own hu aaid: "It is the right. it Is 
the duty of 8. critical hiatoria.n to collect, to weigh, to select the 
opinions of hia predeceaon; and the man diligence he baa exerted in 
the &e&rch, the mON ntionally he 111&1 hope to add lome improvement 
to the MOck oC knowledge, the UI8 of which haa been common to all. I •• 
Gibbon'. Miscel. Worb, if. ~89. 
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combine partial statements, in order to form a com­
plete account, to compare varying, and balance con­
tradictory statements, in order to fonn a correct one. 

In regard to the matter of statement, the business 
of criticism is, to discriminate between real causes 
·and false causes; real effects and false effects; real 
tendencies and falsely-supposed ones; between good 
ends and evil ends; means that are conducive, and 
means not conducive to the ends to which they are 
applied. 

In exhibiting the result of these several judg­
ments, the satisfaction, or the instruction of the 
reader, is very imperfectly provided for, if the 
reasons are not adduced. I have no apology, there­
(ore, to makp, tor those inductions, or those ratioc-i­
nations, sometimes of considerable length, which 
were necessary to exhibit the grounds upon which 
my decisions were founded. Those critical disqui­
sitions may be well, or they may be ill perfonned ; 
they may lead to correct, or they may lead to erro­
neous conclusions; but they are, indisputably, in 
place; and my work, whatever had been its virtues 
in other respects, would have remained most imper­
fect without them. I 

I E't'm I.hDee I&.ric1urn, which IOmetima occur, on m.ututioDa purely 
British, .. iII be aU foImd, I .... ~ to be DOt ODly otrictly COD­

"'""'" wi1h ............ ..hidl .. 1Ue to lodia, "". ..hidl baTO ocuoaIIy 
p .... out of thooe Woti1utioao; .... iDdispeaoaWy __ ry to _ • ., 

complete .... c:orr-"" ideu of !lie 1Dd .... poW:y _ !lie iDatiIa""". ia 
q_ ..".....:buled mainly to .hape. The .. hole ..,..... of oar ._ 

policy bariI>~ for example. beea direeted by !lie Ia ... of put..........". 
_ce, how eoald !lie .... be oxplliDed without oddaci ..... ill tlIe Iut 
<baples" of Ihe "",,ill .oIame, aDd ia ..... Olhe. pIauo, !lie leadillc" 
priacipl,. or !lie otIIer , The reoaIt of aU !lie judicial iaquirioo, whido 

LaT. bees attempIed ia En8l''''', OD IDdLaa d'ain, depcndillc" ia • 11'"­
.......... !lie ..... of lloe Ia .. ia En8l.nd, how cou1 ..... n ..... he 
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There will pe but one opinion, I suppose, with re­
gard to the importance of the service, which I have 
aspired to the honour of rendering t{) my country; 
fur the public are inclined to exaggerate, rather than 
extenuate, the magnitude of the interests which are 
involved in the management of their Indian affairs. 
And it may be afiirmed, as a principle not suscepti­
ble of dispute, that good management of any portion 
of the affairs of any community is almost always 
proportional to the degree of knowledge respecting 
it diffused in that community. Hitheft{) the know­
ledge of India, enjoyed by the British community, 
has been singularly defective. Not only among the 
uneducated, and those who are regardless of know­
ledge, but among those who are solicitous to obtain 
a competent share of information with respect to 
every other great branch of the national interests, 
nothing is so rare as to meet with a man who can 
with propriety be said to know any thing of India 
and its affairs. A man who has any considerable 
acquaintance with them, without having been forced 
to acquire it by the offices he has filled, is scarcely 
to be found. 

The same must continue to be the case, till the 
knowledge of India is rendered more accessible. 
Few men can afford the time sufficient for perusing 
even a moderate portion of the documents from which 
a knowledge of India, approaching to completeness, 

IUfliciently explained, without. adducing, as in the chapter on the trial 
Df Mr. Hastings, those particullLl'l in the ltate of the law of England. on 
which the result. in question appeared more remarkably to depend? 
The importanca of this remuk will be felt, &nd, I hope, remembered, . 
when the time for judging of the use and pertinence of thOle elu.c:idationa 

VOL. I. c 
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must have hitherto been derived. Of those, whose 
time is not wholly engrossed, either by business or 
by ple~sure, the proportion is very moderate whom 
the prospect of a'task so heavy, and so tedious, 88 

that of exploring the numerous repositories of Indian 
knowledge, would not deter. And, with respect to 
the most important of all the sources of information, 
the parliamentary documents, they were not hefore 
the puhlic, and were by the very nature of the case 
within the reach of a number comparatively smalL 

But though no dispute will arise about the im. 
portance of the work, I have no reason to expect the 
Bame unanimity about the fitness of the workman. 

One objection will doubtless be taken, on which 
I think it necessary to offer some ohservations, not­
withstanding the unfavourable sentiments which are 
commonly excited by almost any language in which 
a man can urge pretensions which he may be SUll­

pected of urging 88 his own; pretensions which, 
though they must exist, in some degree, in the case 
of every man who writes a book, and ought to be en· 
couraged, therefore, rather than extinguished, had 
better, in general. be understood, than expressed. 

This writer, it will be said, has never been in 
India; and, if he has any, has a very slight, and ele­
mentary acquaintance, with any of the language. of 
the East. 

I confess the facts; and will now proceed to men· 
tion the considerations which led me, notwithstand. 
ing, to conclude that I might still produce a work of 
considerable utility, on the subject of India. 

In the first place, it appeared to me, that a suffi· 
cient stock of information was now collected in the 
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languages of Europe, to enabie the inquirer to ascer­
tain every inIportant point in the history of India. 
If I was right in that opinion, it is evident, that a 
residence in India, or a knowledge of the languagee 
of India, was, to express myself moderately, not in-

. dispensable. 
In the next place, I observed, that no exceptions 

were taken to a President of the Board of Control, 
or to a Governor-General, the men intrusted with 
all the powers of government in India, because they 
had never been in India, and knew none of its lan­
guages. 

Again, I certainly knew, that Bome .of the most 
successful attempts in history had been made, with­
out ocular knowledge of the country, or acquaintance 
with its languages. Robertson, for example, never 
beheld America, though he. composed its history. 
He never was in either Germany or Spain, yet he 
wrote the history of Charles the Fifth. Of Ger­
many he knew not so much as the language; and it 
was necessary for him to learn that of Spain, only 
because the documents which it yielded were not 
translated into any of the languages with which he 
was acquainted. Tacitus, though he never was ill 
Germany, and was certainly not acquainted with the 
language of our uncultivated ancestors, wrote the ex. 
quisite account of the manners of the Germans. 

But, as some knowledge may be acquired by see­
ing India, which cannot be acquired without it; and 
as it can be pronounced of hardly any portion of, 
knowledge that it is altogether useless, I will not go 
so far as to deny, that a man would pessess advan­
tages. who, to all the qualifications for writing a 

c 2 
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history of Inwa which it is possible to acquire in 
Europe, should add those qualifications which can 
be acquired only by seeing the country and con verI!­
ing with its people. Yet I have no doubt of being 
able to make out, to the satisfaction of all reflecting 
minds, that the man who should bring to the com· 
position of a history of India, the qualifications 
alone which can be acquired in Europe, would come, 
in an almost infinite degree, better fitted for the task, 
than the man who should bring to it the qualifica­
tions alone which can be acquired in India; and that 
the business of acquiring the one set of qualifications 
is almost wholly incompatible with that of acquiring 
the other. 

For, let us inquire what it is that a man can learn, 
by going to India, and understanding its languages. 
He can treasure up the facts which are presented to 
his senses; he can learn the facts which are recorded 
in such native books as have not been trauslated; 
and he can ascertain facts by conversation with the 
natives, which have never yet been committed to 
writing. This he can do; and I am not aware that 
he can do any thing further. 

But, as no fact is more certain, so none is of more 
importance, in the science of human nature, than 
this; that the powers of observation, in every indi­
vidual. are exceedingly limited; and that it is only 
by combining the observations of a number of indi­
viduals, that a competent knowledge of any exten­
sive subject can ever be acquired. Of so extensive 
and complicated a acene as India, how small a por­
tion would tlte whole period of his life enable any 
man to observe! 
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If, then, we may assume it as an acknowledged 
fact, that an account of India, complete in all its 
parts, at anyone moment, still more through a series 
of ages, could never be derived from the personal ob­
servation of anyone individual, but muSt be collected 
from the testimony of a great number of individuals, 
of anyone of whom the powers of perception could 
extend but a little way, it follows, as a necessary 
consequence, that the man best qualified for dealing 
with evidence, is the man best qualified for writing 
the history of India. It will not, I presume, admit 
of much dispute, that the habits which are subser­
vient to the successful exploration of evidence are 
more likely to be acquired in Europe than in India. 

The man who employs himself in treasuring up, 
by means of perception and the languages, the grea~ 
est portion of knowledge in regard to India, is he 
who employs the greatest portion of his life in the 
business of observing, and in making himself familiar 
with the languages. But the mental habits which 
are acquired in mere observing, and in the acquisi­
tion of languages, are almost as different as any 
mental habits can be, from the powers of combination, 
discrimination, classification, judgment, comparison, 
weighing, inferring, inducting, philosophizing in 
short; which are the powers of most importance for 
extracting the precious ore from a great mine of rude 
historical materials. 

Whatever is worth seeing or hearing in India, can 
be expressed in writing. As soon as every thing of 
importance is expressed in writing, a man who is " 
duly qualified may obtain more knowledge of India 
in one year in his c1os~t in England, than he could 
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obtain during the course of the longest life, by the 
use of his eyes and ears in India. 

As soon as the testimony is received of a sufficient 
number of witnesses, to leave no room for mistake 
from the partial or the erroneous statements which 
they may have 'Separately made. it is hardly doulJt­
ful, that a man, other circumstances being equal. is 
really better qualified for forming a correct j udg­
ment on the whole, if his information is totally de­
rived from testimony, than if some little portion of it 
is derived from the senses .. It is well known, how 
fatal an effect on our judgments is exerted by those 
impulses. called partial impressions; in other words, 
how much our conceptions of a great whole are apt 
to be distorted, and made to disagree with their 
object, by an undue impression. received from some 
particular part. Nobody needs to be informed, how 
much more vivid, in general, is the conception of an 
object which has been presented to our senses, than 
that of an object which we have only heard another 
man deseribe. Nobody, therefore, will deny. that of 
a great scene, or combination of scenes, when some 
small part has been seen, and the knowledge of the 
rest has been derived from testimony, there is great 
danger, lest the impre8llion received Crom the BeIllle8 

should exert an immoderate inIluence, hang a biaa 
on the mind, and render the conception of the whole 
erroneous. 

If a man were to lay down the plan oC preparing 
himaelC Cor writing the history of India, by a coun;e 
of observation in the country, he must do one oC two 
things. Either he must resolve to observe minutely 
a part; or he must resolve to take a cursory review 
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of the whole. Life is insufficient for more. If his 
decision is to observe minutely; a very small portion 
comparatively is all that he will be able to observe. 
What aid can he derive from this, in writing a his­
tory, has partly been already unfolded, and may for 
the rest be confided to the reflections of the intelli • 
gent reader. • 

What I expect to be insisted upon with greatest 
emphasis is, that, if an observer were to take an ex· 
pansive view of India, noting, in his progress, those 
circumstances alone which are of greatest import­
ance, he would come with peculiar advantage to the 
composition of a history; with lights capable of 
yielding the greatest assistance in judging even of 
the evidence of others. To estimate this pretension 
correctly, we must not forget a well·known and im· 
portant law of human nature. From this we shall 
see, that a cursory view, of the nature of that which 
is here described, is a process, in the highest degree 
effectual, not for removing error, and perfecting 
knowledge. but for strengthening all the prejudices. 
and confirming all the prepossessions or false no. 
tions, with which the observer sets out. This result 
is proved by a very constant experience; and may 
further be seen to spring, with an almost irresistible 
necessity, from the constitution of the human mind. 
I n a cursory survey, it is understood, that the mind, 
unable to attend to the whole of an infinite number 
of objects, attaches itself to a few; and overlooks 
the multitude that remain. But what, then, are the 
objects to which the mind, in such a situation, is in 
preference attracted Y Those which fall in with ths' 
current of its own thoughts; those which accord 
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with its fonner impressions; those which con finn 
its previous ideaJl. These are the objects to which, 
in a hasty selection, all ordinary minds are directed, 
overlooking the rest. For what is the principle in the 
mind by which the choice is decided 'I Doubtless 
that of association. And is not association governed 
by the predominant ideaJl'l To this remains to he 
added, the powerful influence of the affections; first 
the well-known pleaJlure which a man finds, in meet­
ing, at every step, with proofs that he is in the right, 
inspiring an eagerness to look out for that source of 
satisfaction; and, secondly, the well-known aversion 
which a man usually has, to meet with proofs that 
he is in the wrong, yielding a temptation, commonly 
obeyed, to overlook such disagreeahle objects. 

He who, without having been a percipient wit­
ness in India, undertakes, in Europe, to digest the 
materials of Indian history, is placed. with regard to 
the numerous individuals who may have been in 
India, and of whom one has seen and reported one 
thing, another has seen and reported another thing, 
in a situation very analogous to that of the judge, 
in regard to the witnesses who give their evidence 
before him. In the investigation of any of those 
complicated scenes of action, on which a judicial 
decision is sometimes required, one thing has com­
monly been observed by one witne&8, another thing 
has been observed by another witne&8; the same 
thing bas been observed in one point of view by one, 
in another point of view by another witness; some 
things are affinned by one, and denied by another. 
In this scene, the judge, putting together the frag­
ments of infonnation which he has severally received 
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from the several witnesses, marking where they agree 
and where they differ, exploring the tokens of fidelity 
in one, of infidelity in another; of correct conception 
in one, of incorrect conception in another; .comparing 
the whole collection of statements with the general 
probabilities of the case, and trying it by the esta­
blished laws of human nature,' endeavours to arrive 
at a complete and correct conception of the compli­
cated transaction, on which he is called to decide. 
Is it not understood, that in such a case as this, 
where the sum of the testimony is abundant, the 
judge, who has seen no part of the transaction, has 
yet, by his investigation, obtained a more perfect 
conception of it, than is almost ever possessed by 
any of the individuals from whom he has derived 
his information 'II 

I The Indians themselves have a striking apologue to illustrate tho 
luperiority oftha comprebonaive student over the partial observer. 

Ie Ope day in conversation, u say. Mr. Ward, II with the Sungskritu., 
head pundit of the College of Fort William, on the subject of God, this 
mIlD, who is truly learned in biB own Shutrwl, gave the author, from 
one of their books, the following parable :-In a certain country I there 
existed a. villago of blind men, who had heard of an amazing auimal 
called \he elephant, of the 8hapo of which. however, they could procure DO 

idea. One day an elephant plUlled through the place: the villageII 
cl'owded to the .pot Whtife the animal was Btanding; and one of them 
Icized hie trunk. another hia ear, another hie tail, another one of his 
legs. After thus endeavouring to gratify their curiosity. they returned 
into the village, and silting down together, began to communicate their 
ideas on the ehape oC the elephant, to the villagers: the man who had 
.ie.ed hie trunk eaiei, he thought lhia animal mUit be like the body of 
the p\nnt.o.jn tree t he who had touched his ear W&8 oC opinioD. that he 
Wll.8 like the winno~ing fUl; the man ,,"'ho had laid hold of hi. tail said, 
he thought he mUit resemble a .nake; and he who had caught his leg 
declared. be must be Jike a pillar. All old blind man, of lome judgment, 
wu prelent, who. though grea.t1y perplexed in &ttempting to reconcile 
tbelle jarring notiona, at length aaid-You have &11 been to examine the. 
animal, and what 'au report. therefore, cannot be false: I suppoaO, 
then. that the part. resembling tho plantain treo muet be hiI trunk; 
what you thought similar" to a Can muat be h.iJ ear j the part. like a make 
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But, if a life, in any great degree devoted to the 
collection of facta by the senses and to the acquiring 
of tongues, is thus incompatible with the acquisition 
of that knowledge, and those powers of mind, which 
are most conducive to a masterly treatment of evi­
dence; it is stil1less compatible with certain other 
endowmenta, which the discharge of the highest 
duties of the historian imperiously demands. Great 
and difficult as is the task of extracting perfectly 
the light of evidence from a chaos of rude materials, 
it is yet not the most difficult of his operations, nor 
that which requires the highest and rarest qualifi­
cations of the mind. It is the business of the his­
torian not merely to display the obvious outside of 
things; the qualities which strike the most ignorant 
observer, in the acta, the institutions, and ordinances, 
which form the subject of his statements. His duty 
is, to convey just ideas of all those obje(,'1s; of all 
the transactions, legislative, administrative, judkial. 
mercantile, military, which he is called upon to de­
scribe. But in just ideas of great measures what is 
implied ~ A clear discernment, undoubtedly, of their 
causes: a clear discernment of their consequences; a 
clear discernment of their natural tendencies; and of 
the eirC1llIl8tances likely to operate either in com­
bination with these natural tendencies, or in oppo­
sition to them. To qualify a man for this great duty 
hardly any kind or degree of knowledge is not de­
manded; hardly any amount of knowledge, which 

_ be the WI; ODd \hat like • pilJu mIlA be 1Wo.... ID thio '"1. 
the old ....... 1IJIiIm« aU u,..;,. -i-... made _ II01IIethiDs of .... 
fonD or the e1ep......... A ...... or .... H>OIory, Litenlare, ODd Be\iP>II 
oftlo. H_ By,be ReY. W. Ward. IoIJOd. p. lusrii. Load .. 
Ed. 1811. • 
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it is within the competence of one man to acquire, 
will be regarded as enough. It is plain, for example, 
that he needs the most profound knowledge of the 
laws of human nature, which is the end, as well as 
instrument, . of every thing. It is plain, that he re­
quires the most perfect comprehension of the prin. 
ciples of human society; or the course, into which 
the laws of human nature impel the human being, 
in his gregarious state, or when formed into a com· 
plex body along with others of his kind. The his­
torian requires a clear comprehension of the practical 
play of the machinery of government; for, in like 
manner as the general laws of motion are counter· 
acted and modified by friction, the power of which 
may yet be accurately ascertained and provided for; 
so it is necessary for the historian correctly to appre­
ciate the counteraction which the more general laws 
of human nature may receive from individual or spe­
cific varieties, and that allowance for it with which his 
anticipations and conclusions ought to be formed. In 
short, the whole field of human nature, the whole field 
of legislation, the whole field of judicature. the whole 
field of administration, down to war, commerce, and 
diplomacy. ought to be familiar to his mind. l 

What then'? it will be said. and most reasonably 
said; do you hold yourself up, as the person in whom 
all these high qualifications are adequately com· 
bined '? No. And I am well assured, that by not one 

I " Au yeux d'UD philoaopho. 108 faits composent 1& pa.rtic 18. moin. 
iutercuante de l'histoire. C'est la coDDoissanee de l'homme; 18 mo­
rale, et 1& poliLiquo qu'il Y trouve, qui 1& relhent dans Ion esprit. U Gib~ 
bOD, Milm. Sur La MODW'ChiO dOl Medea, Mil5c. Works. iii. 126. ,ed 
8vo. 
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of those by whom I shall be criticised. not even by 
those by whom I shall be treated with the greatest 
severity, will the distance between the qualifications 
which I possess. and the qualifications which are 
desirable in the writer of a history, be estimated at 
more than it is estimated by myself. But the whole 
of my life. which I may, without scruple, pronounce 
to have been a laborious one. has been devoted to the 
acquisition of those qualifications; and I am not 
unwilling to confess, that I deemed it probable I 
should be found to possess them in a greater degree, 
than those, no part of whose life, or a very small part, 
had been applied to the acquisition of them. I was 
also of opinion, that if nobody appeared, with higher 
qualifications, to undertake the work, it was better 
it should be done imperfectly, better it should be 
done even as I might be capable of doing it, than 
not done at all, 

Among the many virtues which have been dis­
played by the Company's servants, may justly be 
enumerated the candour with whieh they them­
selves confess the necessity under which they are 
laid, of remaining to a great degree ignorant of India. 
That they go out to their appointments at a time of 
life when a considerable stock of general knowledge 
cannot possibly have been acquired, is a fad which 
nobody will dispute. And they are the foremost to 
declare, that their situation in J ndia is such, as to 
preclude them from the acquisition of local know­
ledge. Notwithstanding the high degree of talent 
therefore, and even of literary talent, which many of 
them have displayed, more than some very limited 



PREFACE. xxix 

portion of the history of India none of them has ven. 
tured to undertake.' 

"When we consider," said Lord Teignmouth, in 
his celebrated Minute on the Revenues of Bengal, 
" the nature and magnitude of our acquisitions~ the 
characters of the people placed under our dominion, 
their difference oflanguage, and dissimilarity of man· 
ners; that we entered upon the administration of the 
government ignorant of its former co~stitution, and 
with little practical experience in Asiatic finance, it 
will not be deemed surprising that we should have 
fallen into errors; or if any should at this time re­
quire correction.-If we further consider the form of 
the British government in India, we shall find it ill 
calculated for the spledy introduction of improve­
ment. The members composing it are in a state of 
constant fluctuation, and the period of their residence 
often expires, before experience can be acquired, or 
reduced to practice. Official forms necessarily oc­
cupy a large portion of time; and the constant pres­
sure of business leaves little leisure for study and 
reflection, without which no know ledge of the prin. 
ciples and detail of the revenues of this country can 
be attained. True information is also procured 
with difficulty, because it is too often derived from 
mere practice, instead of being deduced from fixed 
principles."· 

I The foUowiJJg words &re not inapplicable, originally a.pplied to a much 
more limited subject. De quibua partibUl aingulie, quidam separatim 
IOribere maluenmt, ".,lut ODUS totius corporis nriti, et sic quoque oom­
pluree de unaquaque earum llbroa ed.idenmt: qUBI ego ollUlea lUSUS con­
tesere, prope in.8.nitum. mihi laborem prospicio, at ipsa cogitaLioD8 IUlCepti 
muneria (&tigor.. Sed durandum. eat quia ClepimUi J at ai viribua deftciemur. 
animo tamen peraeverandum. Quinct. !net. Or. lib. 4. Promm. I' 

• No.1. Appendix to the Fifth Report of the Select Committee ofth.e 
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Lord William Bentinck, after being Governor of 
Fort St. George, and President of the Council at 
Madras, expresses himself in very pointed terms. 
"The result of my own observation, during my resi­
dence in India, is, that the EuropeBns generally know 
little or nothing of the customs and manners of the 
Hindoos. Weare all acquainted with some promi­
nent marks and facts, which all who run may read: 
but their manner of thinking; their domestic habits 
and ceremonies, in which circumstances a knowledge 
of th!! people consists, is, I fear, in great part wanting 
to us. We understand very imperfectly their lan­
guage. They, perhaps, know more of ours ; but their 
knowledge is by no means sufficiently extensive to 
give a description of subjects

i 
not easily represented 

by the insulated words in daily use. We do not, we 
cannot associate with the natives. We cannot see 
them in their houses, and with their families. We 
are necessarily very mueh confined to our houses hy 
the heat. All our wants and business, which would 
create a greater intercourse with the natives, is done 
for us; and we are in fact strangers in the land." I 

Another servant of the Company, Sir Henry 

B .... of c_ .. III&AJr .... ollila Eut India Compouty, ia 1810. 
1'hi!I pauap the Com.miUee han thoupt of .wr.ciellt impor1&Dce to be 
inco<por&led in Iheir Beport. 

• 0.,..... ...... of Lord WillWD _inck, priDtod ia the Ad .. ";.... 
........ pretlxed to the ~ Deocripti ... of the Chan.:ter. ae. of !he People 
of ID<tia, H by the AbW I. A. Dabois, Miooiona..,. ia tile "'1"""' If.D)' 
_ oIooaId object to ilia ..........,. of _ Baler, .. that of ....... loa 
.... "'" _ _ ia ID<tia, it .. to be rememloned that ilia leoli....." 

...... d"""'" .. ~ Ilia ..... opiniDB, by ilia .......... of that work. 

.. _ kDow\ed~ of IJUIia u. _ liable to diopate; ..... srr ... to 1M .. orId 

.. ilia opiDi .. of.be Coat 01 DireetoD, to .. .". 1M .. ipt ........ 
ed, ..... UDder ""_ autIIority ..... diRc1iua, iI .... _ IlUaIaIed ..... 
publiakod. 
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Strachey, distinguished both by his local experience, 
and by general knowledge, remarking upon the state 
of judicature, under tbe English government in India, 
says, "Another impediment, though of a very diffe­
rent nature from those I have mentioned, and much 
more di1.licult to remove, is to me too palpable to be 
overlooked ;-1 mean, that arising from Europeans in 
our situation being necessarily ill qualified, in many 
points, to perform the duties required of us, as judges 
and magistrates. This proceeds chiefly from. our 
very imperfect connexion with the natives; and our 
scanty knowledge, after all our study, oftheir man­
ners, customs, and languages."· " We cannot study' 
the genius of the people in its own sphere of action. 
We know little of their domestic life. their knowledge, 
conversation, amusements, their trades, and casts, or 
any of those national and individual characteristics, 
which are essential to a complete knowledge ofthem." 
" The difficulty we experience in discerning truth and 
falsehood among the natives, may be ascribed, I 
think. chiefly, to our want of connexion and inter­
course with them; to the peculiarity of their manners 
and habits, their excessive ignorance of our charac­
ters; and our almost equal ignorance of theirs." I . 

One or two things I may venture to affirm that 
1 have done. 

1 Fifth Report. ut. supra. p. ~ 662. U It ia a fa.c1,u say. &Iloth~r en" 
lightened observer. II which, however singular and uniort.uD.a$e, i& yot 
founded in tmf.h, that those penODJ from whom correct information on 
theae aubjectl might jusUy be expected, are generally the loaat able, from 
the peculiar o1rcumat.a.nOes of their situation. to supply it; I mea.u. the 
Company'. l8lV&D.ta.-During the early period of their residence in the 
East, flTery hour must be employed, in the acquisition o£ the languages, in 
the study of the 1&w8 of the COl1I1t:ry, and the manners 'of the Datives: 
whilst. the latter yoan of their serriee are still more unremitting!y engroas-



xxxii PREFACE. 

I "have perfonned the bUHiness of research, with a 
lahour, and patience, which it would not be easy to 
surpass. And I believe there is no point. of great 
importance, involved in the History of India, which 
the evidence I have adduced is not sufficient to de­
tennine. I am, at the same time, aware, that in 
regard to some things there are documents which 
were not within my reach; and, concerning the 
latter part of the history, in particular, that there 

ed, in the d.iacharge of the irksome aDd ardU01lI dntiee at their pro(euicm." 
Considerations on the Preaent Political State of India. By Ale'UlJder 
Fraser Tytler.late usistant Judge in the Twenty.tour PergmmahJ:, Beupl 
Establi.ehmenl, PreCace, p.:sit See other pusage. to the same purpote. 
Introdq.ction, p. iT. Y. ::Ii.; alto i 77, 357, 4UJ. ADd Mr. Tytler quoteI 
with peculiar approbation the pauagel already given frolJJ the Miuute 01 
Lord TeigDmouth. 

If I must beg you alway. to bear in mind, that when &II Engliah ~eJltje. 
maD undertakes to gin an accomJt of Indian maDDen ..nd habit. of prj". 
life. be la.bonn under many di.sad .. nlags. The obltacla which pr"...-cnt 
our eYer riewiDg the names 01 b.dia in their dome&tie circlet .... e great 
and iDlUperable; eu.eh u the restrictions 01 cute on their Ude, rank and 
aituatluD on oura, &C. We do DOt intermarry with them, u the Porta. 
gueae did: not do we e'feJ'mix with them, ill the common duties III IOcia.I 
life, on ...... of equality" What bowledp w. ha •• of Iheir domeotic or-

rangem ..... hu been gained chiefly by iDquiry, ""." Letteno writtrn iD • 
KahmUa camp, &e. by T. D. Brough.OD, Eoq. p. 3. 

See to the ...... _ Sa lobn Kalcolm, Sketch of the Political 
History of India, &c, p. 449. 

After adytTting to certain erroneous IlOtiou OD. Indiaa eubject... LieutP.­
nant Moor. the .. eJ.l..iDformed author oflhe" Karra&il'e of the Operations 
of Captain Little". DetachmeDt, H ob.erTeI, .. Other opiDiou, equlJy eor~ 
red and .. 1<tt&iDiD& are iDdalgcd by the good people of ED«laod; whicll 
it is niB to oppose. for the party -,.,.. told 110 by • geatleman .8.0 had. 
been in Iudia;' perhafe a 'Yayage or tw'u; bot tbeIe, JwweY'er re.peeta.b1e 
in their profeaaiou. are III1I'eIJIID'l the pemoDII to neeiYe inCormatioa. from., 
OIl the mbject of the politieal cbandon of the But; DO ..... c (1101' iDdecd 
JIIII£'.h leae) tIwl lOme gentlemellwho may we "uitkd • few yan ill. I .. 
m; for ... em euily admit the poooibilily of ........ opeDd'D« ......,. 
y..,. of his life in the cities ol CaleuUa, Kadru, ... Bombay, witiwa< 
~ """,h more of the poIitieo, ,.epuIica, Ire. of iD1<'rior ...... '" 
<OIlDm ... than"iI lie .................. _ ol Losdoa, Dublin, or Edia-

1Mugh." p" 196. 
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are individuals in England. possessed of infonnation. 
which. in several places. would have rendered the 
narrative richer. and perhaps more accurate, in mat­
ters of detail. If I shall be found to have perfonned. 
with any tolerable success, what I had the means of 
perfonning, the liberality which distinguishes the 
gentlemen of India gives me reason to hope. that 
many of those who are possessed of useful infonna­
tion. but whom it was impossible for me to find out, 
will not be unwilling to contribute their aid to the 
improvement of the History of British India. 

Having thus placed before me the materials of 
Indian history in a state, I believed, of greater ful­
ness and completeness. than any preceding inquirer, 
I followed the course of my own thoughts in the 
judgm'ents which I fonned; not because I vainly 
imagined my thoughts more valuable than those of 
all other men, but because the sincere and determined 
pursuit of truth imposed this rigid law. It would 
not allow me to give for true the opinion of any man, 
till I had satisfied myself that it was true; still less 
to give the opinion of any man for true. when I had 
satisfied myself that it was not true. 

Mr. Locke has declared; that he who follows his 
own thoughts in writing, can hope for approvers in 
the small number alone, of those who make use of 
their own thoughts in reading; that, by the rest, " a 
man is not pennitted, without censure. to follow his 
own thoughts in the search of truth. when they lead 
him ever so little out of the common road." 

If this is the severe condition, under which a man 
follows his own thoughts. in writing even on abstract" 
and general truths, how much harder must be the 

VOL. I. d 
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lot of him who follows them, in writing of the actions 
and characters of powerful men, and bodies of men '? 
Conscious, however, that I had been faithful in form­
ing my opinions, I believed that I lay under an 
indispensable obligation to be faithful in expressing 
them: "to give them without violation of modellty, 
but yet with the courage of a man unwilling to 
betray the rights of reason;" and with that manly 
plainness, which the sincerity of the historical cha.­
racter appeared to require. 

I could not overlook the probable consequences. 
" La perfection d'une Histoire," says a great judge • 
.. est d'ctre desagreable a toutes les sectes, et a toutes 
les nations; car c'est une preuve que l'auteur ne fiatte 
ni les uns ni les autres, et qu'il a dit a chacun ses 
verites." 1 

He who desires to obtain a considerable portion of 
immediate applause. has two well-known. and well­
trodden paths before him. 

The first is, to be a zealot for some particular 
and powerful party; to panegyrize its leaders; attack 
its opponents; place its prindples and practices in 
the fairest possible light; and labour to bring odium 
upon the prindples and practices of its opponents. 
This secures the loud and vehement applause of 
those who are gratified; and the vehement applause 
of a great party carries, by contagion. along with it. 
all, or the greater part of those, who are not very 
strongly engaged by their interests or paBbions on 
the opposite side. 

The next of the easy ways to the acquisition of 
fame. consists of two principal parts. The first is, 

• Bayle. Ec~ _ Ie Di<tioa...u.. 
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,. to wanton in common topics, where a train of senti­
m~nt generally received enables a writer to shine 
without labour, and to conquer without a contest." 1 

The second is to deal for ever in compromise;' to 
give up the half of every opinion and principle; go 
no further in favour of any side of any question, than 
may be reconcileable in some degree with the good 
opinion of those who oppose it; and having written 
as much on one side, as to extract applause from 
one set of persons, to tum immediately and write as 
much on the other, as will extract applause from the 
opposite sort. This is done, without glaring marks 
of inconsistency, by avoiding all close encounter 
with the subject, and keeping to vague and general 
phrases. And in this manner, by a proper command 
of plausible language, it is easy to obtain reputation 
with all parties; reputation, not only of great talents, 
but of great moderation, great wisdom, and great 
virtue. • 

If my book were possessed of a much greater share 
. of the titles to applause, than even. the partialities of 

the writer allow him to ascribe to it; I have travelled 
so very wide of those beaten paths to success, that 
my only chance for it depends, I cannot fail to per­
ceive, upon the degree in which real liberality. that 

I Rambler, No. ii. 
• Some considerable reputations have been acquired, by prailing every 

thing in one's own -.:ountry. And there are many pemona who ainoeTely 
ioslBt upon it, that .. writer ought alway. to contrive to put his country in 
the right: and that it is B proof of his not being a friend to it, if he ever 
puta it in tho wrong. This ia a motive which I utterly disclaim. This is the 
way, not to be .. friend to one'l country, but an enemy. It is 1.0 bring 
upon it the disgrace of falsehood and misrepresentation, in the first ilL­
.tance; and, next, to tJl'ord it all the inducement, in the writer's power, 
lo penc'ere in mischievous, or ill diagra.ceful COU1H8. 
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is, strength of mind. is diffused in the community. 
I have done enough, doubtless, to secure to myself 
the malignity of the intemperate, and the narrow­
minded, of all parties. I have encouraged myself, 
however, with the belief, that civilization, and the 
improvement of the human minI!, had, in this coun­
try, attained a sufficient elevation to make a book be 
received as useful, though it neither exaggerated, nor 
extenuated the good. or the evil, of any man. or com­
bination of men: to afford a multitude, in every 
party, fur enough removed from the taint of vulgar 
antipathies. to yield to an author, who spoke with 
sincerity. and who though he has not spoken with a 
view to gratify any party, or any individual, most 
assuredly has never spoken with a view to hurt any, 
a compensation for the hostilities of the lower and 
more ungenerous portion of every party. 

Though I am aware of many defects in tbe work 
which I have ventured to offer to the public; and 
cannot forget how probable it is. that more impartial 
and more discerning eyes will discover many which 
are invisible to mine, I shall yet appeal from the sen­
tence of him, who shall judge of me solely by what 
I have not done. An equitable and truly useful 
decision would he grounded upon an accurate esti­
mation of what I have done, and what I have not 
done, taken together. 

It will a\so deserve to he considered. how much 
was in the power of any individual to compass. In 
so vast a subject, it was clearly impossible for one 
man to accomplish every thing. Some things it was 
necessary to leave, that others might be taken; some 
things it was necessary to handle but slightly, that 
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others might be treated with greater attention. The 
geography, for example, alone, would have occupied 
a life-time. To nicety in t1\.e details of geography, 
I was, therefore; unable to aspire. I followed with­
out much criticism, the authors whom I was con­
sulting, and was only careful to give, with correct­
ness, that outline and those particulars, which were 
necessary for understanding completely the transac­
tions recorded in my work. To compensate as far 
as possible, for that which, in this department, I 
myself was unable to perform, I was anxious to 
afford the reader the advantage of Mr. Arrowsmith's 
map, by far the finest display which has yet been 
made of the geography of India; and in any discre­
pancy, if any should appear, between the text and 
that reduction of his noble map, which is prefixed 
to the second volume, I desire the reader to be 
guided rather by the geographer than by the his­
torian. 

In the orthography of Indian names, I shonld not 
have aimed at a learned accuracy, even if my know­
ledge of the languages had qualified me for the task. 
I have not been very solicitous even about uniformity 
ill the ssma Dame; for as almost every author differs 
from another hi' the spelling of Eastern names, it 
appeared to me to be not altogether useless, that, in 
a book intended to serve as an introduction to the 
knowledge of India, a specimen of this irregularity 
should appear. 

There is another apparent imperfection, which I 
should have more gladly removed. In revising my 
work for the press, some few instances have occurea, 
in which I have not been able to verify the references 
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to my authorities. This rose from one of the difficul­
ties of my situation. Unable to command at once the 
large and expensive number of books, which it was 
necessary for me to consult, I was often dependent 
upon accident for the "period of my supply; and, if 
not provided with the best channels ofinfonnation, 
obliged to pursue my inquiries, at the moment, in 
such as I possessed. It was often, in these cases, 
useful, for the sake of memory, and offollowing out 
the thread of research, to quote, in the first instance, 
at second hand. When I afterwards obtained the 
better authority, it was a matter of anxious care to 
adjust the reference; but I have met with some in­
stances in which I am afraid the adjustment has not 
been perfonned. I mention this, to obviate cavils at 
the appearance of inaccuracy, where the reality does 
not exist; inaccuracy in form, rather than in sub­
stance; for I have no apprehension that those who 
shall trace me with the requisite perseverance will 
accuse me of wanting either the diligence, or the 
:fidelity of an historian; and 1 ought not to have 
undertaken the task, if I had not possessed the pr~ 
sped of obtaining, sooner or later, the means of car­
rying it to completion. 
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ADAWLUT. Justice, equity; .. court of 
justiee. The terms Dewanny Adaw­
Jut., and Foujdarry Adawlut, donOLe the 
civil and criminal courts c4 justice. 
See DeW&DDY and Foujda.rry. 

AIIIEB&. MRBB. Elua. A nobleman. 
AMEBR UL OXRAH. Noble of Doblcs, 

lord of lords. 
A.u.A., A piece of moncy, the sixteenth 

part of a rupee. 
Au.unnf, Trustee, commisaioner. A 

tempora.ry collector or 8upraviJor, ap­
pointed to the charge of a country on 
the removal of a ZemiDd&r, or for any 
other particular purpose of local inves .. 
tigation or arrangement. 

At:)l}L. Agent, officer, native collector 
of revenue. Superintendent of .. dis. 
trict or division of a country, eit.her OD 
the pa.rt. of the gonrnment, Zemindat, 
or renter. 

ArIiILDAB. Agent, the holder oC an 
office. An intendant. and collector of 
Lbe revenue. uniting civil. military, 
and financial powers, under the fda­
bomedau government.. 

Al!,aUNO. The place where goods are 
manufactured. 

BAU-GUAVT. Above the Ghauta, in 
contradistinction lo Payeen Ghaut, be­
low the Gbaut.8. The terms are gene .. 
rally applied to the high table .. land in 
the ccutre of India, towards its south .. 
ern e1uemity. 

DA.:-IYAlf. A Hindu merchant, or shop­
keeper. The term BanyaD is used in 
J1,e~ to denoLe the nalin who m .. 
nages the Dloney-eon~rn8 of the Euro .. 
~an. and 80metimes serves him as an 
interpretor. At Madras, the same de .. 
IWTiption of penona is called Dubuh, 
which signifies olle who can speak t.wo 
languagCII. 

BATTA. 
anee. 
fI.ld. 

Deficiency. discount, allow .. 
Allow~ce to troops in the 

BAUB. Daily market, or ma.rket place. 
BBG4. A land measure equnl, in Ben .. 

gal, to about the third pa.rt of an acre. 
BBOUII. A lady, princess, woman of 

high rank. 
BICB, VAISYA. A maD of the third 

Hindu cast., who by binh i.e a tra.der, 
or hUBbandmaD. 

BRABIlEN, BRAHlrSnr, BRAHMAN. BRA" 
MIN. A divine, a priest; the firet 
Hindu cast. 

BBllfJ4BRlB, BnfJARY, BBlfJ4BY, BAlf .. 
.J.6.BY. A grain merchant. 

BUll CU.LOW. The name used in Bengal. 
for a tJpeciel of country-house, er6cted 
by Emopeans. 

CALY YUG, C6.LYOOOUM. The present 
or fourth age of the world, according 
to the chronology of the Hindus. 

CUTB, CAST. A tribe, or class of people. 
CAllAVA.lf-BBBA.t. The semi olthe cara­

van. See Serai and Choultry. 
CAWZI, CUI, KuY. A Mnhomedsn 

judge, or justice, who also officia.tes as 
a public notary. in attesting deeds, by 
llfIixing his seal. The same as the om .. 
eer we nl1me Cadi, in Turkey. 

CA.UZY-UL-CAZAUT. Judge oljudges; the 
chief judge, or justice. 

CaANlu.u.. One of the na.mea for the 
most degraded Hindu caste. 

CaoltY, CHOIBB. A wir, seat; guard, 
WD.tch. The atation of a guard or 
'Wa.lehman. A place where flD officei' 
is stationed to receive lolls aud cus-
tom.. . 

CHOULTBY. A cove-red public buildmg, 
for the accommodation of passengers. 

CUOUT. A founh: a fourth part ofsonl8 
litigated. Mahralta chout; a CoUJ1ll 
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01 the revellue8, exacted 88 tribute by 
tbe Mahrattaa. 

CaODDA.. Mtaff·bea.rcr. An attendant 
on a man DC mnk. He waita with. 
long 8tafJ', plated with lih'er. an· 
DOunees the approach of vUriton, and 
runs before his maater, procla.iming 
aloud his titles. 

enUWAIl. Lime. 
Cnte...... Head 01 afl'ain; the ltate at 

gonmment; a grand diriaion oC 8. 
province; a head man; 8. name used 
by Europeana in Bengal, to den"'" 
the Hindu writei' and accountant, em· 
played by themaei'YeI, or in the public 
office.. See SirclU'. 

COLWBIE8, CoUBBE8. Saltworks, the 
pla.cel where salt is made. 

COOLrB8, COOLY. Porter, labourer. 
COP. A term. UBed by Eur0pean.8. to 

denote a road-measure of about two 
mil.., but differing in di1rcrenl parIo or 
India. 

CaoaE. Ten millions. 
CSRATBITA, KsBATBlYA, CHBTTER.a, 

KB£TBBY. A man of the aecond or 
military cute. 

CurCHBBBT. Courlofjustiee; alJothe 
public office where the rentl are paid., 
and other buaiDea respecting the me-­
nue tnnaacted:. 

CUTW,"", IUTWAL. The chief' ofIieer of 
police in 8. Iarp town or city, a.a.d ... 
perinlendenl ol!he UW'keto. 

DAa. Keeper, bolder. Thilword" often 
joined with _ her, to denOle !he bold­
er of 8. particular office or employment, 
.. Cbob..dar, ata1f-holder; ZemiD-dar. 
land-bolder. Thio C<J1Dpoomd ... ord, 
with i, « ••• added to it, deoote& the 
office, as ZemiDdar-ee. 

D&JL09A.B. A fIlperintendent, or oyer .. 
&eeI'; as of the })fIlice, the mint, -te. 

DAUlI. n..... A copper coin" the f.ortjetb. 
put ol. rupee. 

DECC..... LrteraIIy, Ibe 0011th. A IeJm 
.... pIoyed by MahDmcdaD _ to 
deu'>te the cotDltn between the tiYeD 

Nerlmddah and Criaima. 
DECOtT8. GaD:s'~robbea. lht:JOUr. pnc:~ 

mbery 
DE ...... , Dc.... Place of ueembly. N .... 

tiYe minister of the ~emle depart.­
ment; and chief' ~ in ~ e&DIId, 
within hiI juriIdicIioD; recelTer..p»e­
nJ of. pnniDce.. The tn1Il is u.o 
used, ID desipale !he principal .... 0-
JJDe eernm. onder aD European col-­
lector, and .. ell ol •. Zemindu. By 
Ihis lille, !he Eut IDdia COIBp>D)' "'" 

rcceivcl'I-general of the rnvenueI' of 
B(.'upl. under a grant (rom the Ureal 
Mogul. 

DE1V4NlfY. DuA,,"P.H. The office, or 
juriadictinn of a Dewan. 

Dew,unlfY COURT OF ADA.W'LU'f. A conrt 
,for trying renDue, and other civil ....... 

Do .... , Doow ... 8. Any tract of country 
included between two rinrt. 

Daono. A fortified hill or rock. 
DuB48H. See BanYfLD. 
DuRBAR. The c.otU4 the haJl 01 aG­

dience; a lcvee. 

FAQUBBB, PAKIR. A poor man, mendi­
cant, • reJigioUi bp-~,..,.. 

F,lL.AUJf, I'Il.BtU.UJfD. Order, man­
dale. An imperial decree, a royal 
grant, Of-charter. 

FOUID"., POlED..... PHOU.UA.. POOR-­
D.a... Under \he Ma,ul BOTemmenl, 
• magietral$ 01 the pohce oYer & laTge 
dUtriet.. who took c~iZ4nec o( aU 
criminal mattera within bu, juriJldic. 
tion, and aometimel .... u employed u 
receiver.generai q( the JneDue.. 

Potl~D~.'J, Fo.li~D~.. Office 01 • 
PooJdar. 

FOt:'~D~ •• 't' CouRY. It. coaJt for adJni-
aielelinJ !he criminalla.... . 

GBAIl'T. A pue throop a mountain; 
applied alto to • nnge of bi1.Lt, and the 
ford of a river. 

GRa.. Clarified butter, .in 'Which .... te 
lbey pr ...... lhat article Cor culinary 
purpooeo • 

GHfJUa, .... , &mOWA&. AD O'f'ene.n flf 
police, under .hom lhe ,~, I'Jr 

inCormen, act. 
GoJl.uST.LB. It. commiIsioa.er. iaetor, 

~-Gooaoo. Gu.... 8ltiritual ~e. 
Gar •• DA. An iDkrior oIIic4::r of pOOrA; i 

• IpJ J inIonner. 
Gv.O&. A p8D&1J. a depM, clUeft,. q( 

p-ain for ule. Wh<tleaa1~ markeu. 
held .. ponicoIar day.. C<>mmeraal 
depol<L 

Gc •• T. It. lWDe ginA toawall8uked 
wi&h &owem. 

HA""., 8aqiio, tlae place .here the 
~ns&de. 

Hllu:a. ...... H .. IlC~..... A pid ..... 
.". •• 1DnIIe1l~. 

HOWD&. The teat ollP"fU lDeD An" lin 
.. eLrpb.:ud., M&DlQICb lIIIliko 1M ~ J 
lJIa ocdaD .... hapc. 
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J.A.OHtRE, JAGREE1l,J.A.GlB. Literally, the 
place of taking. An 888ignment, to an 
individual, of the government share of 
the produce of a portion of land. There 
were two species of jaghire&; one, per­
sonal. for the use of the grantee; an­
other, in truat, for lOme public senice, 
mOtJt commonly, the maintenance of 
troops. 

J,unu.. JV1UU.. Total amount, collec.­
tion, Il88eIDbly. The total of a territo­
rial U8ignment. 

JAIIIIIABUNDT. JU)I)lAB1JJfDY. A writ­
ten schedule of the whole of an as­
sessment. 

JEBL. A ahaIlow lake, or mo1'888. 
J UIU L. A large musket, fixed on a 

swivel, used in Indian forts, and fired 
with great precision. 

Jvo. See Yug. 
JUJlOLB, J.ufOLB. A wood, or thicket; 

a country overrun with shrubs, or long 
grua. 

KHALSA. Pure, unmixed. An office of 
government, ill which the business of 
the revenue department is transacted: 
the exchequer. Khalsa Jands, are 
lauds, the revenue of which is paid 
into the exchequer. 

KRAJI, CAWN. A title, similar to that of 
Lord. 

KHILAUT, KEUUT. A robe of honoUl, 
with which princes confer digDity. 

KILLADA.B., KBLLAD.A.1l. Warder of a 
castle i commander of a fort. 

KUT. SLa.\ed pa.yment, instalment of 
rent. 

KUSHOOJf, CU8BOON. A body of mili. 
tary, corresponding nearest to our 
term brigade; varying from one to 
six or eight thousand. 

LAC. One hundred thousand. 
LASCAR. Properly a camp-follower, but 

applied to native .ailon and a.rtillery~ 
men. 

H'AAL, M4.HL, MEH,U., MHAL. Places, 
Districts, departments. Placce, or 
sources of revenu.e, particularly of a 
tenitorial nature; 1.and.s. 

MARA. Great. 
MOCUaBBBY. As applied to landa, it 

mean8 lands to let on a fixed leaae. 
MOFUSIIL. Separated, particularized; 

the tubordinate divisions of a dUJtrict, 
in contradistinction to Saddur, or Sud~ 
der. which implie8 the chief 6cat of go~ 
veromeuL 

MOFUSSIL D2W.A.lfJlY ADAWLVT. Provin­
cial court of civil justice. 

MOLVJlGBE. Manufacturer of salt. 
MooFTY, MUFTEB. The Mahomedan 

law..officer who declares the sentence. 
MOM800". 1'he rainy season. 'rhe pe­

riodical winds and rains. 
MOOLAVY, MOtlLAVBB. A learned and 

religious man, an interpreter of the 
Mahomedan 1&w. 

MOOKSHEE. Letter-writer, secretary. 
Europeans give this title to the native 
who matructs them in the Persian lan­
guage. 

MOSQUE. A Mahomedan temp1e. 
MU8J1fUD. The place of siUing! a seat; 

a throne, or chair of state. 
MUTSEDDET, MUT8J!DDEE Intent upon. 

Writer, accountant, 8ecretary. 

NABOB, N.a.WAB. Very great deputy viee­
gerent. The governor of a province 
under the Mogul government. 

NAID. A deputy. 
NArD N.azili. Deputy of the Nazim, or 

Governor. 
NAIO, N.a.IB:. A petty military offi.cer. 
NAIR. Chief. The Naira are a peculiar 

deacription of Hindus, on the Malabar 
coast. 

NUIlI. Composer, arranger, adjuster. 
The first officer of a province, and 
minister of the department of criminal 
justice. 

NIZAM. Order, anangement; an ar· 
ranger. 

NlZAIi UL MULlt. The administrator of 
the empire. 

NlZA. ... UT. Arrangement, government; 
tlw office of the Nazim, or Nilam. 

NIZUIUT ADAWLVT. The court of eriw 
minal justice. 

NULLA. Strcam1et, water-co1U'8c. 
NUZZBB. A vow, an offering; a present 

made to a superior. • 

OKRAH. A lord, a grandee, under the 
Mogul government. 

PAGOn.... A temple; also the name oC a 
gold coin, in the BOUch of India, valued 
at eight Ihilliop. 

PAUJfKBElf. A litter in .... hich gcnt1e­
men in India recline. and are carried 
on the ahouldens of four mep. 

PARIA,a. A term used by Enropcans in 
India to denote the outcasts of. the 
Hindu tribe8. 

PUAK. A Dame applied to the ArghauD 
tribes. 

e 
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PBAHW.I., PA18RWA Gnide, leader. The 
prime minister of the Mo.hraua gOTem­
menlo 

IJEo!'i. A footman, a foot 8oldier; an 
inferior uOicer or servant employed In 
the bUllinea& of the fennue, police, or 
judicature. . 

PERUUJnU,B. A ama.ll district, coDBiH-­
ing of several Tillage&. 

PEI!IHrt:SR. A present. p&rt.icuJarly to 
gO'f'ernmcnt. in consideration of an ap­
pointment, or u an ackDowledgment 
for any tenure. Tribute. fine, quit­
rcn~ adva.nce on the stipulated reTe­
nues. 

PUTAH. The IJUburbt of a fortified 
to"",. 

POLLlOA&, POLT'GAB.. Headofa village 
district.. Military chieftain in the l'e­
ninsula, similar to hill ZemindaJ- in the 
northern circanll. 

POLLAK. A district held by a Polligar. 
POTAIL. The head man of a Tillage. 

The term corresponds with that or 
Mocuddim and Mundul in Bengal. 

POTTAU. A tease granted to the culliv ... 
tors 011 the part oC gOTemment,. either 
written on paper, or engraved with a 
style on the lear of the Can paImita 
nee. 

PUltDI't. A leamed Brahmen. 
PVB,UfA ... POOJlAlf. Literally ancient: 

the name given to such Hindu oooka 
as treat of creatioD in ~eneraJ. with Lbe 
b istory of their gods and ancieut hcrrJeL 

Pn,E, P.I..". A foot tn.eI8e'Dger. A penon 
employed. u a nigb~watch in a 'l'illage, 
and lUI a runner or mea:senpr on the 
busineM of the reTe:Due. 

B.I..I.I.. King. prince, chieftain., Doble. 
maD; a title in ancient times ginD to 
cruer. of the second or military HiAdu 
tribe only. 

R.LIEroo'f. Litenlly. I!IOD or. kin(. The 
JUUIle or a warlike race fA Hindus. 

B..... A opecia of njah. 
RA!f:!llT. B.&58", ~ prm.ee., wile 

oCa DjU. 
Roy RQT.I. •• A Hindu tide pTea to the 

prioapol .fticer of the J(halaa, or chid" 
Lre8IR1I'eJ' of the nchequer. 

RVPltB. The same of & .ilYu ~OiD; ra1ed 
in the COIDpaDy" arClJUllta, the c:urreot 
rupee at 21.; the Bomba, rupee'" 
20. 3d. 

BYOT. Pea&Ult, mbject; &euantaf~ 

'" land. 

S.& T Ea. What mo'l'e.; Tariable impoeta, 
dJ.ItIDct. {rQm land lent 01 reTeauc; 

cOD8i1ting or cnatoml, ton •• IkenrcI, 
dutict on goods, aI,o taxc' on houec" 
I!Ihop" bazan. &c. 

8£1-0'1. A nalin .. oldif~. 
Sr.au. The .. arne &I Choultry. 
SII"8TE.. The iDlItrumenl. 01 KOvem· 

men .. or inlrtruction; allY book of ill, 
.tructi.:m, particularly cootaiJu.ng cli­
me ordinance •• 

SAROn,8u&o1'. A banker, or money-
changer. 

SIRe" •• A,ovcmmcnt;amaootbuaine8l. 
I:5J.DAa. Chief, captain, bud man. 
I;oo'-;A.. A merchant, or bank.er; a 

money.lender. 
SI,;BA.H. A Pr'DYlnce wcb IUJ BePlla!. A 

grand diTiJ!:ion oC a coulitry, wh.ich is 
again divided into circarl, ehucldu, 
pergtlnnaha, and Tillal;'eI. 

81,; BAUD... The bfJlder of the Itlbah 
the governor or TiCf:TOY, 

SVBA.HD.&RT. The office aodjurildicl.ilJD 
of a.lUbahdar. 

SPDDRR. The bread; the lore.eourt of 
a hOWle; the chief aeat 01 goyr.mmcnt, 
conlradi3tinguiahed from MoftUlllii. or 
int.erior of the OOUDIry; the pr(1ideury. 

SltDDEa DEW'",._T AnAWLVT. The 
chief ciTil court or juati.ee onder the 
Company', gCl9't'1'DJDeUt. heJd at the 
presidency. 

SCDDEa N'I.I.4JfUT AD".txT. The cbief 
criminal court. '11 ,JOalice, under the 
Company'" IJOTemmeot. 

SUD • .&, SUGD1.&. t;oOJ)Ea. A Hindu 0( 
the Courth, or lo .. ~t tribe. 

Se •• cD. A prop, or InpprJrt; a patent 
charter. or writtlm au1lwrilYlor IwW­
either land or office. 

T"tJ)OIlD.a •. A bIl1dP.l'alatalorAt, .. bi~b 
is a tm.all portiou oIlaad; .. pelt,. land­
~DL 

TAli... Pond, ~oi:r. 
T ....... 0.&... A pdt,. pooh« otftr~. 
Tel!"_ It. DO&e 01 band; a promiMmy 

note pyen by .. natlYe ba.nk~J". at 
IDOD~-Iender, 1.0 Zemiod.n and 
oo..n, '" enable thelD to Cu".;.b O!O­
yemmeot with 8«-uri11 ICIJ" the ,.,­
ment 0( their renla. 

T2HIILD.a. Who _ eba~e u! the 
.,,11«twOI- A oatin wilbetor of • 
di>tric'. adiDs _ & E....,..... .. 
Zeau...w. 

Tor.a»u. N&lin black (.~ the 
remai.Ds of the aocieDl. Po~ 

Tot-B. A pl)Ye 01 ired. 
Tn.,: .••• Tt:'IlHA.. AD ~mmt 011 

the reTeaur, for penuaaI Mlpport, or 
otheT_. 
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TuMBlliL. A carriage for the gun am­
munition. 

VACltEEL, VAQUEBL. One endowed 
with authority to act for another. 
Ambassador, agent Bent on & special 
commission, or residing at a court. 
Native law pleader, under the judi­
dici&l system of the Compa.ny. 

VIZl&, VIZIBR. Under the Mogul go_ 
vernment.. the prime minilter of the 
sovereign. 

VSDA.8, VBDS, BSBDS. Science, ·know_ 
ledge. The sacred scriptures of the 
Hindus. 

YOGIS •• )001£8. Hindu devotees. 
Yuo. JUG, Yooo. An age; a grea' 

period of the Hindus; also & religious 
ceremony, 

Z£Kl.DA&. From two words signifying, 
Qa.rth., land, and holder or keeper. 
L~d-keeper. An officer 'Who, under 
the Mahomedan government, was 
charged with the superintendence of 
the lands of & district, financi&11y con­
sidered; the protection of the cultiva­
tors, and the realization of the govern­
ment's share of ite produce, either in 
mnney or kind. 

Z£IUllDAJUlY. The office or jUrisdiction 
nf a Zemindar. 

ZEJlAJlA.. The place where the ladies 
reside. 

ZILLAH;- Side, part, district, division. 
A local division of a conntry having re­
ference to personaJ. jurisdiction. 

N, B. The explanatiollfJ of the above terlnS are taken, for the most part from the 
Glo~6&ry at~hed t~ the f!It-h Report of the Committee of the House of Co~mon. on 
India.u daUB, appointed 1D 1810. 


