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APPENDIX A. 

HUMAN SACRIFICE AMONG THE ATHENIANS. 

REFERENCE has been made on page S3 to the Thargalia of 
the Athenians, at w~ich a man and a woman were annually sacri­
ficed to expiate the sins, of the nation. The custom was to reserve 
certain worthless persons whom, in case of plague, famine, or other 
visitations from heaven, they used to throw into the sea, in the 
belief that they would cleanse away or wipe off thi guilt of the 
nation. These victims were known under the various names of 
Ka(}app.a.Ta, Ka(}apcna, 1f'£pIKa(}app.aTa, aU implying expiation or 
cleansing-the victims through which the nation cleansed itself of 
its sin. They, as' scape-goats for others, were also called tPapp.aKoI, 

1f'£p"f'lp.aTa and 8'1p.6(Tlol. From the circum~tance of the victims 
having been worthless persons tfapp.aKol became a term of reproach. 

APPENDIX B. 

THE INDIAN STYX AND ITS FERRIAGE. 
The ferriage for Charon referred to on page '138, is, in modern 

times, paid in India in a black cow. The payment is made a short 
time, sometimes 2 or 3 days, before death when the rite ofVaitaral)i 
is performed. The mantra for the payment says: Ie At the dreadful 
gate of death there is the burning river Vaitaral)i; for crossing it 
I give this black Vaitaral)f cow." 

lI1fll~ 1f~NT~ i'/lIT "it~qT iI~T I 

w~ w,,' ~~T~lfit lI'qt ~it~qT. 1ft II 
" In the ancient ritual I can find no notice of this rite, but in 

the Atharvaveda Sanhiti, in which almost all the verses of the burial 
hymn of the ~ig Veda have been 9uoted with a few slight variations 
in the reading, there are three verses quoted which refer to crossing 
a river named As'manvati. The first thereof runs thus: "Here 



t 478 1 
llows the As'manvati, friends, dexterously and boldly cross it, 
leaving behind you all evils and all diseases, so that you may revel 
in food on the other side." 

1iiI'l'W"R:t l:T~it ..r l:W1:iiI. "T1:~=l' 'II w~rrr ~.nf: I 

~Pl1 '6\'~Ti( it qr~~crT qr inIT<IT@:'tR'i'lf .. crT6I1"1 ", \1 ~I ~~II 
This verse occurs in the ~ig Veda, in a conversation among 

certain gods, and does not there refer to any funeral. I dn not find 
also any evidence to show that the As'manvati was in any way con­
nected with the Vaitaral)i. The verse, besides, is addressed to friends 
in the plural number, and not to the dead. It obviously, therefore, 
refers to the mourners and not to the dead, and that such is the 
case is evident from the distitch having been, with a slight change, 
used in the Taittiriya Aral)yaka (VI. iii, 10) as the mantra for cross­
ing the three trenches noticed in connexion with rite of departure 
home after a funeral, (p. ~4I). As'manvati means 'the pebbly river,' 
and the trenches, it will be noticed, were lined with sand and 
pebbles. 
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