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PREFACE TO FIVE GREAT MONARCHIES. 

THE history of Antiquity requires from time to time to be re­
written. Historical knowledge continually extends, in part 
from the advance of critical science, which teaches us little by 
little the true value of ancient authors, but also, and more es­
pecially, from the new discoveries which the enterprise of 
travellers and the patient toil of students. are continually 
bringing to light, whereby the stock of our information as to 
the condition of the ancient world receives constant augmen­
tation. The extremest scepticism cannot deny that recent re­
searches in Mesopotamia and the adjacent· countries have re­
('..overed a series of " monuments" belonging to very early 
times, capable of throwing considerable light on the Antiquities 
of the nations which produced them. The author of these vol­
umes believes that, together with these remains, the languages 
of the ancient nations have been to a large extent recovered, 
and that a vast mass of written historical matter of a very 
high value is thereby added to the materials at the Historian's 
disposal. This is, clearly, not the place where so difficult and 
complicated a subject can be properly argued. The author is 
himself content with the judgment of "experts," and be­
lieves it would be as difficult to impose a fabricated language 
on Professor Lassen of Bonn and Professor Max Miiller of Ox­
ford, as to palm off a fictitious for a real animal form on Pro­
fessor Owen of London. The best linguists in Europe have ac­
cepted the decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions as a 
thing actually accomplished. Until some good linguist,hav­
ing carefully examined into the matter, declares himself of a 
contrary opinion, the author cannot think that any serious 
doubt rests on the subject. I 

The present volumes aim at accomplishing for the Five Na-

J Some writei'll a1low that the Perman cuneiform inscriptions have ~ BUCeIl8II­
fully deciphered and Interpreted, but appear to doubt the interpretation of the 
A.asyrIan records. (See »linburgh RetMw tor July, 1862, Art m., p. lOS.) .ue 
they aware that the Persian lnacriptlons are aooompanied In almoet every Instane» 
by an Assyrian transcript, and that Assyrian interpretation thus follows upon PeP 
lliaP without Involving any additional .. l[U_worlt .. ! 
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tions of which they treat what Movers and Kenrick have 8( 

complished. for Phrenicia, or (still mQre exactly) what Wilkinso: 
has accomplished. for Ancient Egypt. Assuming the interpre 
tation of the historical inscriptions as, in general, sufficientl: 
ascertained., and the various ancient remains as assigned. on suJ 
ficient grounds to certain peoples and epochs, they seek to unit 
with our previous knowledge of the five nations, whether dE 
rived frQm Biblical or classical sources, the new informatiol 
obtained. from modern discovery. They address themselves :iJ 
a great measure to the eye ; and it is hoped that even thos 
who doubt the certainty of the linguistic discoveries in whicl 
the author believes, will admit the advantage ofillustratinl 
the life of the ancient peoples by representations of their pre 

. ductions. Unfortunately, the materials of this kind which rE 

cent explorations have· brought to light are very unequall; 
spread among the several nations of which it is proposed t 
treat, and even where they are most copious, fall short of th 
abundance of Egypt: Still in every case there is some illustrll 
tion possible; and in one---Assyria-both the "Arts" and th 
" Manners" of the people admit of being illustrated ver: 
largely from the remains still extant. l 

The Author is bound to express his obligations to the follow 
ing writers, from whose published works he has drawn freely 
MM. Botta and Flandin, Mr. Layard, Mr. James Fergusson 
Mr. Loftus, Mr. Cullimore, and Mr. Birch. He is glad to takl 
this occasion of acknowledging himself also greatly beholdel 
to the cOnstant help of his brother,. Sir Henry Rawlinson, an4 
to the liberality of Mr. Vaux, of the British Museum. The lat 
ter gentleman kindly placed at his disposal, for the purpose 
of the present work, the entire series of unpublished. drawing 
made by the artists who accompanied Mr. Loftus in the las 
Mesopotamian Expedition, besides Securing him undisturbec 
access to the Mlli!6um sculptures, thus enabling him to enricl 
the present volume with a large number of most interestin, 
IDustrations never previously given to the public. In the sub 
joined. list these illustrations are carefully distinguished fron 
such as, in one shape or another, have appeared previously. 

Oxford, September, 1862. 

'See Chapters VL and vn. of the Second II~. 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

IN preparing for the press, after an interval of seven years, 
a. second edition of this work, the author has found it unneces­
sary to make, excepting in two chapters, any important or ex­
tensive alterations. The exceptions are the chapters on the 
History and Chronology of Chaldrea. and Assyria. So much, 
fresh light has been thrown on these two subjects by additional 
discoveries, made partly by Sir Henry Rawlinson, partly by his 
assistant, Mr. Gaorge Smith, through the laborious study of 
fragmelltary inscriptions now in the British Museum, that many 
pages of the two chapters in question required to be written 
afresh, and the Chronological Schemes required, in the one 
case a complete, and in the other a ~,revision. In mak­
ing this revision, bo* of the Chronology and the History, the 
author has received the most valuable assistance both from 
~e published papers and from the private communications of 
Mr. Smith-an assistance for which he desires to make in this 
place the warmest and most heatty acknowledgment. He is 
also beholden to a recent Eastern traveller, Mr. A; D. Berring­
ton, for some valuable notes on the physical geography and 
productions of Mesopotamia, which have been embodied in the 
accounts given of those subjects. A few COlTections have like­
wise been made of errors pointed out by anonymous critics. 
Substantially, however, the work continues such as it was on 
its first appearance. the author having found that time only 
deepened his conviction of the reality of cuneiform decipher­
ment, and of the authenticity of the history obtained by mearuJ 
of it. 

0u01lD, No-'-.18'IG. 



PREFAcE TO THE SIXTH MONARCHY. 

Tm: I'OLLOWING WORK is intended, in part, as a continuation 
of the ancient History of the East, already treated by the Au­
thor at some length in his " Five Great Monarchies"; but it is 
also, and more expressly, intended as a; supplement to the 
ancient History of the West, as that history is ordinarily pre­
sented to moderns under its two recognized divisions . of 
.. Histories of Greece" and" Histories of Rome." Especially, 
it seemed to the writer that the picture of the world during 
the Roman periQd, commonly put before students in 
"Histories of Rome," was defective, not to say false, in its 
omission to recognize the real position of Parthla during the 
three most interesting. centuries of that period, as a counter­
poise to the power of Rome, a second figure in the picture not 
much inferior to the first, a rival state dividing with Rome the 
attention of mankind and the sovereignty of the known earth. 
Writers of Roman history have been too much in the habit of 
representing the later Republic and early Empire as, practi­
cally, a Universal Monarchy, a Power unchecked, unbalanced, 
having no other limits than those of the civilized world, en­
grossing consequently the whole attention of all thinking men, 
and free to act exactly as it pleased without any regard to 
opinion beyond its own borders. One of the most popular' en­
larges on the idea-an idea quite inconsistent with the fact­
that for the man who provoked the hostility of the ruler of Rome 
there was no refuge upon the whole face of the earth but some 
wild and barbarous region, where refinement was unknown, 
and life would not have been worth having. To the present 
writer the truth seems to be that Rome never was in the posi­
tion supposed-that from first to last, from the time of Pompey's 
Eastern Conquests to the Fall of the Empire, there was always 
in the world a Second Power, civilized or semi-civilized, which 
in a 'true sense balanced Rome,· acted as a counterpoise and a 
check, had to be consulted or considered, held a place in all 
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me~'s thoughts, and finally furnished a not intolerable refuge 
to such as had. provoked Rome's master beyond forgivenese. 
This Power for nearly three centuries (B.O. 64-A.D. 225) was 
Parthia, after which it was Persia under the Sassanjsn kings. 
In the hope of gradually vindicating to Parthia. her. true place 
in the world's history,. the Author has in his "Manual of 
Afit:ient ltistory II ~ublished by the Delegates of the Clarendon 
Press) placed the Parthians altmgside of the Romans, and 
treated of their history ala. moderate length. But it baa 
seemed to him that something more was .requisite. ,He could 
not expect that Btudents would be able to give Partliia her 
·proper place in their thoughts unless her history were collected 
llnd put forth in a readable form with some. fulness. He has, 
therefore,employed most of his leisure during the last two 
'yea.rsin writing the present work, which he commends to 
lItudentsof the later Greek and Roman periods as supplemental 
to the tnodem Greek and: Roman histories in which those 
perlOds are' COmrtlonlystudied. 

The J;>arthia.n Chronology depends very much upon coins. 
In prepa.ring this portion of his work the Author has been 
greatly indebted to aid kindly rendered him by M. R. Stuart 
Poole and Mr. Gardiner of the British Museum. The repre­
'sentationsof coins in the work have been,·with one exception, 
tuen by the Author from the originais in the National Collec­
tion. For the illustrations of Parthian a.rohitecture and art he 
is indebted to the published works of Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. Ross, 
the late Mr. Loftus, and MM. Flandinand Coste. He feels also 
boUlid toexpr,esshis obligations to the late Mr. Lindsay, the 
bUn1ismatitl portion of whose work on Parthia' he has found. 
of m.uch service. 
,~j.. ,neceinbet. 1m. 



PREFACE TO SEVENTH MONARCHY. 

THIS work completes the Ancient History of the East, in 
which the author has devoted his main attention during the 
last eighteen years. It is a sequel to his "Parthlans," pub­
lished in 1873; and carries down the History of Western Asia 
from the third century of our era to the middle of the seventh. 
So far as the present writer is aware, no European author has 
previously treated this period from the Oriental stand-point. 
in any work aspiring to be more than a mere sketch or out­
line. Very many such sketches have been published; but 
·they have been scanty in the extreme, and the greater num­
ber of them have been based on the authority of a single class 
of writers. It has been the present author's aim to ccmibine 
the various classes of authorities which are now accessible to 
the historical student, and to give their due weight to each ot 
them. The labors of M. C. Miiller, of the Abbe Gregoire 
Kabaragy Garabed, and of M. J. St. Martin have opened to 
us the stores of ancient Armenian literature, which were pre-

• viously a sealed volume to all but a small class of students. 
The early Arab historians have been translated or analyzed 
by Kosegarten, Zotenberg, M. Jules Mohl, and others. The 
coinage of the Sassanians has been elaborately-almost ex­
haustively-treated by Mordtmann and Thomas. Y.Ll'. Fergus­
son has applied his acute and practised powers to the elucida­
tion of the Sassanian architecture. By combining the results 
thus obtained with the old sources of information-:-the clas­
sical, especially the Byzantine writers-it has become possible 
to compose a history of the Sassanian Empire which is at once 
consecutive, and not absolutely meagre. How the author has 
performed his task, he must leave it to the public to judge; 
he will only venture to say that he has spared no labor, but 
has gone carefully through the entire series of the Byzantine 
writers who treat of the time, besides availing himself o! the 
various modern works to w!:.:::h reference has been made 
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above .. If he has been sometimes obliged to draw conclusions 
from his authorities other than those drawn by Gibbon, and 
has deemed it right, in the interests of historic truth, to ex­
press" occasionally his dissent from that writer's views, he 
must not be thought blind to the many and great excellencies 
which render the" Decline and Fall" one of the best, if not 
the best, of our histories. The mistakes of a writer less emi­
nent and less popular might have been left unnoticed without 
ill results. Those of an historian generally regarded as an 
authority from whom there is no appeiU could not be so lightly 
treated. 

The author begs to acknowledge his great obligations, espe­
cially, to the following living writers: M. Patkanian, M. Jules 
Mohl, Dr. Haug, Herr Spiegel, Herr Windischmann, Herr 
Mordtmann, Canon Trlstram,"Mr. James Fergusson, and Mr. 
E. Thomas. He is also. largely beholden to the works of M. 
Tener and of MM, Flandin and Coste for the illustrations, 
which he has . been able to give, of Sassanian sculpture and 
architecture. The photographic illustrations. of the newly­
discovered palace at Mashita are due to the liberality of Mr. 
R. C. Johnson (the amateur artist who accompanied Canon 
Tristram in his exploration of the" Land of Moab',), who, with 
Canon Tristram's kind consent, has allowed them to appear in 
the present volume. The numismatic illustrations are chiefly 
derived from Longperieri but one or two have been borrowed 
from other sources. For his frontispiece the author is in­
debted to his brother, Sir Henry Rawlinson, who has per­
mitted it to be taken from an original drawing in his posses­
sion, which he believed to be a truthful representation of the 
great Sassanian building. 

CANTBRIIUBY: D.cemb .... 1875. 
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