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ASS"¥ R tAo 
CHAPTER I. 

THE CAMPAIGNS OF TIGLATH PILESAR II. 

IN the course of the ninth century B.C. the power, of 
Assyria had made considerable progress. In addition 
to the ancient dependencies on the upper Zab and 
the upper Tigris, in Armenia and Mesopotamia, the 
principalities and cities on the middle Euphrates had 
been reduced, the region of the Amanus had' been 
won. Cilicia had .been trodden by A~syrian armies, 
Damascus w;t.S humbled, Syria had felt the weight 
of the arms of Assyria in a numbet of campaigns; 
the kingdom of Israel and the cities of the Phenicians 
had repeatedly brought their trioo.te to the warlike 
princes of Nineveh; at 1.ength e;en th~ cities of tb,e 
Philistines an~ the Edomites could not escape a 
similar payment. Tiglath Pilesar 1. had seen the 
great sea of the West, the Mediterranean; three 
centuries later Bin-nirar III. received the tribute of 
,aU the harbour cities of the Syrian· coast, the great 
centres of trade on this sea. Nor was it to the West 
only that the power of the Assyrians advanced. Shal
manesar" II. and Bin-nirar III. gained the supremacy 
over Ba.bylon, the ancient, Mother-country of Assyria. 
Each offered sacnfices at Ba.bylon; llorsippa, and Kutha; 
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2 ASSYRIA. 

• 
while to the North-west the power of Assyria extended 
beyond Media as far as the shores of the Caspian Sca. 

The successors of Bin-rurar III. were not able to 
sustain their power at this height. Shalmanesar III. 
(781-771 B.C.) had again to fight against Damascus 
and Hadrach (in the neighbourhood of Damascus 1); 
in his short reign of ten years he marched six times 
against tlie land of Ararat (Urarti). Assur-danil III. 
(771-753 B.C.), the successor· of Shalmanesar III., 
also fought against Hadrach amI Arpad (now Tel 
Erfad, near Hamath '). He had, moreover, to suppress 
disturbances which had broken out on the upper 

, Zab in Arrapachitis (Arapha), and in the land ()f 
Guzan (Gauzanitis) on the Chaboras. In the reign 
of Assur-nirar II. (753-745 B.c.) there were risings 
in Assyria, even in Chalah, the metropolis.8 But the 
prince who succeeded Assur-nirar II. on the throne of 
AIlSyria, Tiglath Pilesar II., was able not merely to 
raise the kingdom to the position which it had occupied 
under Shalmanesar II. and Bin-nirar III., but to make 
it a predominant power over a still wider circuit. 

The armies (If Shalmanesar IL had invaded Media; 
among the tribute brought to him by the land of 
Mushri we found ~mels with two humps, buffaloes, 
(yaks) and eIephants. After a successful campaign 
against Babylon, which he undel'tO<lk immediately 
after his accession, Tiglath Pilesar led his army to the 
table-land of Iran, and forced his way to the East .• 

1 The older ~ mentioDs the land at lIad4eh beoide Damaa
CDS and Hamath, Zech. ix. 1, 2. 

• Fifteen miIeo to the north-west at Aleppo the ruin-heapo .t Tel 
Ed'ad mark thelliteattheancienUrpad; Kieperi. "Z.D.l4.G." ~.66.S. 

• A document bee been preserved from the reign of AtBur'nizar 
belongmg to the year 747 B.C •• ~ the Ieaee at. piece of land : 
Oppert et 1Unant, .. Docum. .1uridiq." p. tal. • 

• The liS of rulera ~ him .. JD8Z'ChiDg to the ~ i ... 
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A tablet discovered at Chalah, which gives a summary 
of Tiglath Pilesar's achievements flom the first to the 
seventeenth year of his reign, mentions the districts 
subjugated in this direction. It is a long list, begin
ning with the land of Namri1 The districts of Parana, 
Zikruti, Nisaa, and Arakuttu: are melltioned,2 and the 
enumeration concludes with districts in the wilds of 
Media. 3 The king defeated the numerou; warriors of 
this region; .. 60,500 of their people, children, horses, 
asses, mules, oxen, and sheep without number I carried 
away.'" Such are the words of the inscription, which 
proceeds: "I took possession of the land of Namri 
anew, and the land of Paraua." With these regions 
thirteen districts already mentioned are again ennmer
ated. "Zikruti in rugged Media I added to the land of 
Assyria; the cities I built up anew; in them I placed 
warriors of Asshnr, my lord, and people whom my hand 
had taken captive. I received the tribute of Media, of 
Ellip, and all the princes. of the mountains to Bikni; 
horses, asses, mules, oxen, sheep without number. My 
general, Assnrdainani, I sent into rugged Media towards 
the rising of the sun. He brought back 5000 horses, 
oxen, sheep without number." 5 

According to this inscription Tlgiath ~ilesar, on his 

to the Euphrates, immediately after his accession, and afterwards to the 
land of Namri, •.•. "10 the Zagros • 

• G. Smith rea.de Zimri. 
• Nissi in G. Smith, .. Disc." p. 260, but in frag. 4 Nissa. 
• So according to G. Smith [Who rea.de Likruti1 
• Ll. 29-33 ~ G. Smith, .. Disc." p. 260; Mllnant, .. AnnaL" . 

pp. 142, 143. 
I Ll. 34-42, in G. Smith, .. Disc." p. 261; Y6nant, loco cil. 143. 

The words II I poseeased anew" are wanting in G. Smith; cf. Lenor
In&nt, .. Z. Egypt. Sprache," 1870, .. 48 If. The statement about the 
aubjugation of Bit Hamban and the regions whioh follow, 1L 34-37, 
is repeated in the inscription in La)Wd, pp. 17, 18, I. 17; in Y6nant, 
loe. cit. 139. The stetement about the campaign of Aseurdainani is 
repeated in frag. 4, p. 271 in G. Smith, loco cil. 

B2 



4 ASSYRIA. , 
first campaign against Iran, which we may place, on 
the authority of the list of ruler", in the year 745 or 

. 744 B.C.,1 though he failed to reach Bactria and the 
Indus, forced his way into the eastern regions of Iran 
as far as the further shore of lake HamuiL The 
meaning of the names Nisaa, Zikruti, and Arakuttu 
is hardly doubtful. Nisaa must denote the region 
or district of Nis/ea in the east of Media. Zikruti,2 

whleh is mentioned together with Nisrea, may be the 
name of the Sagartians of Herodotus, the A~garta of 
the inscriptions of the Achremenids, a race mentioned 
by Herodotus among the tribes of the Persians; they 
were settled or wandered to the east of the latter. 
Arakuttu gives us the Semitic form of the name 
of the Harauvati of t1e Persian inscriptions, the 
Haravaiti of the Avesta, the Arachoti of the Greeks. 
The Arachoti were settled in the river-valley of the 
Arachotus (now Arghandab), which falls into lake 
IIamun, to the east of the river. But Tiglath Pilcsar 
did not maintain his supremacy on the table-land of 
Iran to this extent. In the enumeration of the con
quered districts of the second campaign the names 
1'\ isaa and Arakuttu are wanting, while Zikruti, Pamua, 
and Madai (¥edia1,.and the tribute of Media, which 
must therefore have been obtainerl by a new campaign 
of the general of Tiglath Pilesar, an brought into 
prominence. The second campaign of the king was 
therefore limited to the western regions of Iran. At a 
later time, in the ninth year of his reign'(737 B.C.), he 
once more marched into the land of Media.3 A second 
inscription says, in summary, that Tiglath Pilesar 

I This gives 74:>-744 B.C.: Bildanil. To the Iaod or Namri; d. 
Crag. 3 in G. Smith, .. DiBc." p. 269. 

• HImant tranaIateo, .. city or-zw...ti ; " G. Smith', rendering 00.. 
DOt give this deocription in this J>UBC" (p. 260), but on p. 271. 

• G. Smith, /tJc. cil. P. 279; Menant, 1«. t:iI. P. 146. 



• CAMPAIGNS OF TIGLATH PiLESA.R IL , 
imposed tribute on the "land of Parsua" and the 
.. city of Zikrnti," which was dependent on the land of 

. the Medes, and on the princes of the land of Media as 
far as the land of Bikni.1 

When Tiglath Pilesar ascended the throne N abonassax 
(747-734 B.C.) had been king of Babylon for two years, 
according to the canon of Ptolemy. Babylonia no 
longer possessed the extent of country once given to 
her by Hammurabi, and which we may ascribe to h"er 
during the numerous wars carried on with Assyria 
from the miJdle of the fifteenth century, and even 
at the date of Shalmanesar II. and Bin-nirar Ill. 
Either through the preponderance which Assyria had 
obtained over Babylon after the middle of the ninth 
century, or from other causes, we find several inde· 
pendent principalities on the lower course of the 
Euphrates after the middle of the eighth century; the 
Assyrian inscriptions mention as such, Bit Sahalla, Bit . 
Silan, Bit Dakkur, Bit Amukan, and Bit Yakin at the 
mouth of the Euphrates, on the shore of the Persian 
Gult: So far as we can discover from the monuments, 
Tiglath Pilesar was at war with Babylonia in the very 
first year of his reign.' Dur Kurigalzu, the old border 
fortress of Babylon against AssyriaJ Sippara, and other 
cities of the land of Kardunias ~n the °river or canal 
Ukni, are mentjoned, and the priests of Bit Saggatu or 
nit Zida, z: e. of the chief temples of Babylon and Bor
sippa, together with the priest of Nergal, who bring 
gifts to Tiglath Pilesar; we hear of 1 q talents of gold, 
and 1000 tal~nts of silver, received by Tiglath Pilesar 
in the first year of his reign.8 In the summary {)f his 
achievements (on the tablet of Chalah) the king says 
that he has taken Dur Kurigalzu, that he has offered . 

I L. 17 in M6nant, 1«. <iI. p. 139. • Above, p. 2, floI< 4. 
• J;'mg. 1,2 in G. Smith, uDise." pp. 266, 267. 
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sacrifice at Sippara, NiplJr, Babylon, Borsippa, Kutha, 
and Ur, that in the beginning of his reign he ruled 

. from Dur Kurigalzu to Nipur.1 The king of Babylon, 
'. against whom he fought and whom he compelled to 
open the gates of his fortresses and of Babylon, is not 
mentioned by Tiglath Pilesar. We must assume, from 
the canon of Ptolemy, that it was Nabonassar who 
Ilowed himself before the weight of the arms of 
.Assyria. Yet the obedience of Babylon was not 
secured. Fragments of the detailed annals of Tiglath 
Pilesar inform us that hia general again fought against 
the Babylonians, that he himself again conquerea a 
city which the Babylonians had taken, that in the 
region of Tel Assur he sacrificed to Merodach the goa 
of Tel Assur.1 .An inscription of Chalah narrates that 
Tiglath Pilesar laid waste Bit Amukan and Bit Sahalla, 
and took their kings Nabu-sabzi and Zakiru prisoners; 
that he besieged king Kinziru in Sapiya (Sape), his 
capital, and added to Assyria Pillutu on the border of 
.Assyria and EJam; that he received the tributes of the 
kings of the 'Chaldreans, of Balasu, the son of Dakkuri, 
of Natlin of Larrak, and Merodach Baladan, the son of 
Yakin, the king of the sea coast. 3 The large tablet tells 
113 more at le~gth.. :' Pillutu on the borders of EIam 
I added to Assyria; the Cbaldreans I removed from 
thence and placed in the midst of AssyPa. The war
riors of Nabu-sabzi, the son of Silani, I defeiLted under 
the walls of his city of Sarrapani, and I crucified him 
before the great. gate of his city. Five thousand five 
hundred of his people I took captive;' his sons, his 
daughters, his gods I carried away: his city and the 

J Menant, Ice. <il. p. 139. 
I The list or rulers inserta a _d ealll]l&ign or Tiglath PiI .... to 

thn 10nd or tho stzeam in the y.ad/37 •. Co; hag. 8, IL 18, 19, 62-60 in 
G. Smith, Ice. <il. pp. 277, 2<10, 281. 

• LL 12-19 in O. Smith, .. Dioc:. " pp. 2M, ~ 
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cities round about it I destroyed and burnt. Zakiru, 
the son of Sahalli, and his chieftains I captured; I 
put them in irons and brought them to Assyria; 5400 
of the people of Bit Sahalla I captured; I laid 
waste all the districts of Bit Sahalla and united them 
to Assyria. 'rhe numerous army of Kinziru, the son 
of Amukan, I defeated before the great gate of his 
city, Sapiya; I besieged him and overthrew all his 
cities. Bit Silan,' Bit Amukan, Bit Sahalla, I have 
laid waste throughout their whole extent; I received 
the tribute of Balasu, the son of Dakkuri, and of N adin 
of Larrak; Merodach Baladan, the son of Yakin, the 
king of the sea-coast, was overcome by the fear of 
Asshur, my lord: he came to Sapiya and kissed my 
fcet, and I received his tribute." 1 

The canon of Ptolemy represents Nadius as succeed
ing Nabonassar of Babylon in the year 733 B.O. Is the 
Nabu-sabzi of Bit Silan whom Tiglath Pilesar defeats 
near the city of Sarrapani the king N adius of the 
canon; and ought his name to be altered in the canon 
to Nabius! According to the canon Nadius reigned 
ol1ly two years (733, 732 B.C.); the campaign of Tig
lath Pilesar, which ended in the- conquest and execu
tion of Nabu-sabzi, must therefor~ have taken place in 
the year 732 B.O. After the co~quest ·of Nabu-saLzi, 
as the inscriQtions told us, Tiglath Pilesar subjugates 
Kinziru of Bit Amnkan, when he had besieged Sapiya, 
his capital; in this eity he receives the homage of 
Merodach Baladan. 'fhe list of ~ulers places the 
campaign against Sapiya in the year 731 B.O. In the 
canon of Ptolemy, NadiU8 is succeeded by a joiut 
rule: from the year 731 to 727 B.O. Chinzirus and 
Porus r~ign over Babylon. Is the Kinziru of Bit 
Amukan the Chinzirus of the canon 1 

1 U. 14-28 in G. Smith, .. Diso." pp. 2611-260. 



8 ASSYRIA. , 
After the subjugation of Merodach Baladan, king of 

the sea.-coast, i. e. the coast of the Persian Gulf, Tiglath 
Pilesar's dominion extended over the whole region of 

"the Euphrates. He assures us that Ie he laid waste the 
land of Chaldrea throughout its whole extent," and 
"received tribute from all the Chaldreans ;" that "he 
possessed the whole land of Kardunias (Babylonia), 
and was lord over it ; "I and with perfect truth, for an 
inscription of king Sargon tells us, that Bit Amukan, 
Bit Dakkur, Bit SUan, Bit Sahalla, Bit Yakin form the 
whole of the land of the Chaldreans.2 Tiglath Pilesar 
calls himself "king of Asshur, king of Babylon, king 
of Sumir and Acca.d ; " he claims the full .title of the 
kings of Babylon. The names of the principalities 
of Chaldrea are obviously taken from their dynasties. 
Nabu-sabzi is called the son of SUan, and his land Bit 
SUan; Merodach Baladan is the son of Yakin, and his 
hnd is Bit Yakin. Shalmanesar II., as we saw (Vol. 
II. p. 230), spoke of Israel as Bit Omri, i. e. the house of 
Ooni. The Chinzirus of the canon of Ptolemy enables 
us to assume that Tiglath Pilesar after the defeat of" 
Kinziru of Bit Amukan placed this Kinziru as a vassal
king or viceroy over Babylon, a proceeding which 
recurs often enough in the proceedings of the kings of 
Asshur towar~ conquered principalities" and hnds. 

The canon of Ptolemy does not make Chinzirus the 
sole king of Babylon. From 731 B.C. to 727 B.C. Chin
zirus and Porus are said to have reigned together-a 
joint sovereignty, of which this is the only instance 
in the canon. Strikingly enough their two reigns end 
in the same year, and this, 727 B.C., is the very year 
in which, according to the Aasyrian canon, Tiglath Pile
sara reign is brought to a close. In the excerpt from 

1 G. Smith, Ioc. cit. pp. ~. 2.>8. • 
• ~ .. Dur 8a<kayan,"p. 20; AUnant, .. Anual- pp. 160, 181. 
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DeroRus'list of the kings of Baby lon, given by Polyhistor, 
of which Eusebius has preserved some very scanty 
fragments, the 45 kings who reigned over Babylon for 
526 years are followed by "a king of the Chaldwans, 
whose name was PhuL" 1 If the Babylonians named 
'l'iglath Pilesar Phul in their list of kings, and if Porus 
~n the canon of Ptolemy is a mistake for Polus (pul), 
the Babylonians, in order to eonceal their dependence 
on Assyria, must have placed their countryman before· 
the stranger, the vassal king before the real king in 
.their series of rulers. 

The Hebrew Scriptures tell us that Phul of Asshur 
marched against Israel j Menahem of Israel paid Phul 
a tribute of 1000 talents of silver, and the king of 
Assyria returned into his land. Then Ahaz of Judah 
sent messengers to king Tiglath Pilesa):, of Asshur to 
save him out of the hand of Rezin, king of Damascus, 
.and Pekah, king of Israel. Pekah had put to death 
Pekahiah, the son of Menahem, after a reign of two 
years, and seated himself on the throne. Tiglath Pilesar 
ilstened to Ahaz and came and carried away a part of 
the Israelites to Assyria, and Hoshea set !>n foot a con
Ilpiracy and slew Pekah and became king in his place.s 

The inscriptious of Tiglath Pilesar mention among the 
princes who brought him tribute" Minihimmi (Mena
hem) ofSamiri~a (Samaria),"· and also "Jauhazi (Ahaz) 

.• of Judah j'" a fragment informs us that Tiglath Pilcsar 
reached the borders of Bit Omci, i. e. of Israel (VoL II. 
p. 239). " Pakaha (Pekah) their king they had slain j" 
sO Tiglath Pllesar continues in this i'r"agment, "I put 
Husi (Hoshea) to be king over them.'" The inscription 

1 Vol II. p. 27; Euseb., .. ebron." I, p. 26, ed. Schone. 
• 2 Kinge xv. 19, 29; xvi. 7-9 ;} ebron. v. 26. 
• G. SDiith, .. Diso." p. 271 • 
• G. Smith, I ... oil. p. 263. • GI Smith, 10<. ct·1. p. 284. 
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also speaks, in this place, of sending or carrying away 
to Assyria, but it is in such a. mutilated condition that 
more accurate knowledge is impossible. Still it is 
abundantly clear from this fragment that the king of 
Assyria, who received tribute from Menahem of Israel 
and then marched against Israel when Pekah had 
ascended the throne, was one and the same prince, 
Tiglath Pilesar. We might assume a double payment 
of tribute on the part of Meriahem, a payment to 
Phul and a second payment to Tiglath Pilesar, but 
this is met by ilie fact that the monuments of 
Assyria know no king of the name of Phul, and 
the continuity of the lists· of Assyrian Eponyms 
does not allow us to insert a king of the name of 
Phul between Tiglath Pilesar and bis predecessor 
Assur-nirar II. The error of the Book of Kings in 
ascribing the first campaign against Menahem of 
Israel to Phul, and the second, in support of Ahaz 
against Pekah of Israel, to Tiglath Pilcsar, is most 
easily explained, if we admit the hypothesis give!l 
above,l that the Babylonians gave the name Phul to 
Tiglath Pilc8ar as their supreme king. 

Tiglath Pilesar held the western regions of the table
land of Iran in dtlpendence. He ruled as king over 
Babylonia, over the whole region of the Euphrates down 
to the borders of Elam and the shore, of the Persian 
Gulf; and in the North also he led the armies of Assyria 
to victorious campaigns. His tablets tell us that he 
incorporated with Assyria the land of Nairi, i. e. the 
region between the upper Zab and the'upper Tigris, 
that he defeated king Sarduarri of Ararat (Urarti), who 
had rebelled against hinI, took his camp aud besieged 
him in his city of Turuspa ; that he set up " an intage of 
his majesty" there, and laid waste ilie land of Marolt 

1 Ii is due to B. Schroder. 
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far and wide. 1 Afterwards Sarduarri and Sulumal of 
Milid (Melitene) and Kustaspi of Kummukh (Guma.
thene), each trusting to the power of the other, rebelled; 
these he defeated, and took captives to the number of 
72,950 men. In the middle of the battle Sarduarri 
rode away: he (Tiglath Pilesar) took the seal from his 
neck, his neck-band, his royal chariot, and his couch, 
and dedicated them to Istar of Nineveh! The inscrip
tions further inform us that· Kustaspi of Kummukh, } 
Sulumal of Milid, and Vassurmi of Tubal gave tribute 
to Tiglath Pilesar, and when Vassurmi was negligent 
in the service of Assyria and did not appear before his 
face, Tiglath Pilesar sent his chief captain against him 
and set np Chulli to be king of Tubal in Vassurmi's 
place.· The list of rulers puts the first war of Tiglath 
Pilesar in the year 743 B.C., the second campaign 
against Ararat and the princes leagued with bini in 
the year 735 B.C. 

Of the successes of Tiglath Pilesar in Syria we shall 
pear below. When he received the tribute of Hamath, 
Byblus, and Israel before the ninth year of his reign, i. e. 
in the year 738 B.o., Zabibieh, the queen of the Arabs, 
also paid tribute.' When he had overthrown Damascus, 
Israel,and the Philistines (732 B.C.', he fought against 
Samsieh, the queen of the Arabians, in· the region of 
Saba," as we 8.f,e told in a fragment of his annals, and 
took from her 30,000 camels, and 20,000 oxen. In 
the inscriptions which sum up the achievements of the 
king we are !Old that he subjugated $e Nabatu (who 

1 Frag. 4, IL 12-23 in G. Smith, .. DiS"." pp. 271, 272. 
I Frag. 6 in G. Smith, Zoe. cit. p. 272, 273. 
• Th. large inscription, lin .. 67 - 69, 64, 66 in G. Smith, / ... Gil. 

p.263. 
• Frag. 8, L 33 in G. Smith, /00. cit. p. 279. 
• Frag. 13, L 3; of. frag. 10, L 16; £rag. 12, L 19 in G. Smith, pp. 283, 

286,286. 



ASl:lYRIA. 

'must be sought to the south on the lower Euphrates), 
.the Hagaranu (the Hagarites), the Pekudu (Pekod);1 
that the distant tribes of Tema. (the Temanites) and 
Saba (the Sabreans), on'the borders of the setting sun, 
heard of his power, and submitted to him, brought gold, 
,silver, and camels, and kissed his feet.· A fragment 
,of the annals repeats this statement; on the borders of 
the land of the setting SUD they heard of his power and 
,his victories and submitted to him.3 Hence it was not 
,only migratory tribes in the neighbourhood of Syria 
and the lower Euphrates, like the Pekod and Hagarites, 
;whom Tiglath Pilesar forced to recognise his supremacy 
and pay tribute: his armies must have advanced from 
,Syria and the lower Euphrates to the interior of Arabia, 
if the Temanites (I. 324) and the tribes of the South, 
" on the borders of the setting sun," i. e. the tribes of 
the South-west, the Sabreans, in "fear of his power 
and his victories," sent him tribute. 

If the armies of Assyria reached no further than 
,Deraeah in the interior of AraLia, it was still a vast 
.stretch of country which they traversed in theeightecn 
years in which Tiglath Pilesar sat on the throne. Yet 
they also reached Lake Hamun and the land of the 
Arachoti in the EMt on the further side of the Persian 
GulL On the terrace of Chalah which supported the 
royal citadels Tiglath PilC&"lr IJUilt hinuflf a palace to 
the south of the house of Shalmanesar n. It is the 
central palace of the explorers. The great inscription 
,on one of the 'I\Iarble slabs found in the floor in the 
ruins tclls us that he built his royal aWe in the midst 
, of CLalah for his glory; that he placed it hig.her above 
.the bed of the Tigris than the pala.:es of his predeecss-

I Tablet or CbaJah, 1. 6 in G. Smith, p. 2M; alone or CLalab. 
11. 6, 8, 13, p. 2M. • 

• Stone of Chalah, 11. li3--66 in G. Smith, I«. <if p. 262. 
• Flag. 13, I«. ciL p. 286. 



fAMPAIGNS OF TIGLATH PILESAR II. 13 

ors; that he adorned it with costly decoratioi;ls, and 
placed in it the tributes of the kings of the Chatti, the 
princes _ of the Aramrea.ns and Chaldrea.ns, who had 
bowed their might at his feet. 1 The inscription begins 
wit4 the words, "Palace of Tiglath Pilesar the great 
king, the mighty king, the kiIJg of the nations, the 
king of Assyria, the high priest of Babylon, the king 
of Sumir and Accad, the king of the four quarters of 
the earth, the mighty warrior, who in the service of 
Asshur his lord has marched through the lands, swept 
over them like a storm, treated them as captives; the 
king, who, under the protection of Asshur, Samas, 
Mcrodach, the great gods, his lords, ruled from the sea 
of Bit Yakin as far as Bikni, and from the sea of the 
setting sun (i. e. the Mediterranean) as far as Muzur 
(Egypt).'" The second shorter inscription says in a 
similar manner: "Palace of Tiglath Pilesar the great 
king, the mighty king, the king of the nations, the 
king of .As.qyria, the king of Babylon, the king of 
Sumir and Accad, the king of the four quarters of 
the earth, the mighty warrior, who in the service of 
Asshur, his lord, has troddcn to pieces like clay all 
who hated him, has washed them away like a flood 
and made them into shadows-the ~ng who marched 
out under the protection of Nebo and ~erodach, the 
great gods, anq reigned from the sea of Bit Yakin to 
the land of Bikni, to the rising sun, and from the 
sea of the setting sun to Muzur, who possessed all 
lands from the setting to the rising llnd ruled over 
their kingdoms."· Of this proud palace but scanty 
ruins remain. One of the successors of Tiglath Pile
Bar, who a:scended the throne of Assyria 46 years after 

I LL 67-86 in G. Smith. Ioc. oil. p. 264. 266. 
I G. Smith, II Disc." 11.-1-4, p.266, 267. 
• G. Smith, Ioc. til. p. 2M. 
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him, caused the slabs on which Tiglath PilesaJ' had 
depicted his campaigns and victories together with the 
explanatory inscriptions above them, to be taken away, 
in order to have them smoothed, and placed when filled 
with pictures of his own achievements in the house 
whieh he built in the south-west comer of the terrace 
of Chalah. This successor died during the building of 
his house. This is clear from the fact that slabs and 
inscriptions of the palace of Tiglath Pilesar, intended 
for the new structure, have been found partly in the 
remains of the old huilding and partly in the new 
structure, with the defacement partially carried out.' 

I The three private documente on the eeIe of a elave, the loan on the 
mo~ of a field, and the interest and security for an advance, which 
are placed in the time of Tiglath Pileear m., are given in Ol'pert at 
Menant, .. Doewn. JWidiq." p. lli3 "J2. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. 

THE overthrow of the house of Omri had not raised 
the power of the kingdom of Israel. Jehu, it is true, 
sent tribute to Shalmanesar II. king of Assyria (842 
B.C.). But in spite of this subjection to the great 
king on the Tigris, neither Jehu nor his son Jehoahaz 
was in a position to" repel the attacks of the princes of 
Dall:ll!SCus, Hazael and Benhadad III.; the whole 
region to the East of the Jordan, the land of Gilead, 
had to be conceded to Damascus after the most cruel 
devastation of that district and of all Israel. It was 
the distress into which Bin-nirar Ill. of Asshur brought 
Damascus which first afforded respite to Israel in the 
last years of Jehoapaz, though tribate f~r this service 
also had to be paid to Assyria (BOa B.C.). Ilis suc
cessor, king JOil8h (798-790 B.C.) was now able to 
wrest from Damascus at least those cities which his 
father had lost, and the son of Joash, Jeroboam II. 
(790-749 B.C.), the fourth soverei~ of the house 
of Jehu, succeeded in gaining the upper hand over 
Damascus, in completely reconquering the land of 
Gilead, and inflicting heavy blows on Hamath. The 
land which he conquered from Hamath he retained; 
the Books- of Kings mention"the brave deeds of Jero
boam II., how .. he set up again the borders of Israel, 
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from the land of Hamath to the sea of the plain. 
During his long and powerful reign-he sat on the 
throne for 41 years l-agriculture was developed, trade 
uecame again active, and, as it seems, very lucrative. 
In Samaria, the metropolis, there were splendid houses, 
the inhahitants of which lived in maguificence and 
luxury." 

In Judah the reigu of Joash, whom the high.priest 
Jehoiada. placed on the throne in the year 837 B.C., 

again fully established the worship of Jehovah in oppo
sition to the favour which his grandmother Athaliah 
had shown to the worship of Baal. Amaziah, the son of 
Joash, msintained his throne against the murderers of 
his father; his arms were succesijful against the Edom
ites, but failed against Israel When he also was slain 
by conspirators, the people, in the year 7\)2 B.C., raised 
his son Uzziah (Azariah) to the throne. Uzziah was 
only 16 years of age at the time of his accession, but 

1 2 Kings xiv. 23; Amos vi. 2, 14. 
• Amos iii. II; vi 4-8; Hosea xii. 9. That the commencement of 

Jehu and Athaliah muot be placed at the year 843 B.C., has been shown 
VoL II. p. 234. The Books of Kings give 165 y ...... from the IICCeI!Oion 
of Atheliah to the fall of Samaria, and 143 y .... from the IICCeI!Oion of 
Jehu to the eame time. Henoa the synchronism which they observe {.,. 
corresponding reigns in'Israel and Judah cannot be correct at any rate 
for the Jaet haIf-eenturyof thistime, and varying otatements with refer, 
en .. to theee reigns mow that this fact WB8 known to thcee who made 
th ... observation&. Moreover, the "non of the Asoyriana puts the fall 
of Samaria in the y ..... 722 B.C., from which it followa(843-722-121}, 
that 44 years in exceee for Judah. and 22 {.,. Israel, have been added. 
Thus we are driven to hypotheoee for the period from 843 to 722 B.c., B8 
well as for the peri.t 903-843. In the tra.litiona1 pumben at Ieaot in 
one reign there has been abbreviation, not extonsion, as in the previous 
period. Samaria WB8 tabu in the ninth year of Hoshea, the _enth 
of Hezekiah (2 Kings xvii. 6; xviii 10). H""hea theref<>re ascended 
the throne in 730, lIA!zekiah in 728 B.c. But the facto narrated in .. 
fragment of the anna1a of TigIath Pil_, thet he reached the bordms 
of Bit Omri, thet he conquered Gazaand made HOIIhealriug(frag.l1, in 
O. Smith, .. Diae." p. 284), fall, a<oonling to the list of rulen, in the 
y .... 734 B.c. Hoohea' ........... muat, therefore, be placed in the 
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young as he was he learned well how to rol~, and the 
length of his reign allowed him to see the fruit of his 

year 734 11.0. Hoshea's predecessor, Peka.h, is said to have reigned 20 
years. If Hoahea ascended the throne in 734 11,0., Pekn.h, according to 
this statement, mnst have ascended it in 754 11.0., and Peka.hiah, the eon 
of Monahem, who only reigned two years, in 756. But the fragment of 
the annals of Tiglath Pilesar, which mentions the payment of tribute 
by Monshem, puts this payment immediately before the ninth year of 
Tiglath Pilosar, i. e. before the year 737 B.O.; £rag. 8, in G. Smith, Inc. mt. 
la 738, therefore, Monahem WBB still on the throne; and his death 
cannot have taken place before this year. Thus tho interval between 
Monahem'. death and Hoahoa'. aocession, which the Books of Kings 
rookou at 22 yea1'8, is reduood to fota year.; Pekah cannot have reigned 
20, but only two or three yearo. Menahem'. death in 738 B.O., fixe. the 
beginning of his reign, which 1aoted 10 years, at 748 11.0. Bofore him, 
Zachariah, the son of Jeroboam, aud Shallum, reigned seven monthe. 
Jeroboam'. reign mnst, therofore, have en-led in 749 11.0. It lasted 41 
years, and mnst, therefore, have begun in 790 :0.0. Thus of the 82 years 
and seven montha, which the Books of Kings reckon for Israol from the 
accession of Jeroboam to the capture of Sam.a.ria.. 68 only remo.in. We 
must p1a<" Jeroboam from 790 to 749, Zachariah and Bhallum in 749, 
Menahem'. accession in 748, his death in 738; Pekahish from 738 to 
736, Pekah from 736 to 734, in which year he is succeeded by Hoahea. 

In the li.t of the kings of J udab, 90 year. are enumerated from 
U zziah'. (A7.ariah'.) aoceasion to tbO' fall of Samaria. Before Hezekiah, 
whoso accession as already observed is to be put in ;28 B.C., comes Ahaz 
with 16 years; before Abaz, Jothamalso with 16 years. Honce Jotham'. 
predecessor, Uzziah~A7.ariah, died in 760, and Ahaz began to reign in 
744. But the eighth fragment of the annals of Tiglath Pilesar, a\ready 
mentioned, puts the dofoetion of the 19 districts of the land of Hamath 
to Azariah not long before the year 738 D.O.; other fragments mention 
contacts with Azariah, w~ich, according to the list of \'nl.r., belong to 
the years 742 or 7-10 D.O. Hence Azariah was alive at any rate as late 
as 740 B.O.; the intejVal given by the Books of King. between U .. iah
Azariah and the accession of Hozekiah is reduood from 82 to 12 years. 
The reigns of Jotham and A.ha.z must therefore be reduoed from 16 
years eaoh to six years eeoh; and the 90 years from Uzziah'. accession 
to the fall of Samaria to 70 yearo. Tho parallelism with tho reigna in 
Israol remain. nn4isturbed. Jotham reigned froJ. 740 to 734, A.ha.z 
from 734 to 728. In the year 734 Abu is attacked by Peka.h, who, as 
we have .. en, reigned from 736 to 734, and before the accession of A.ha.z 
had attacked his predecesoor Jotham (2 Kings xv. 37). The campaign 
of Tiglath Filosar "" .... inst Pekah took place, aocording to the \iot of the 
rul ..... in the year 734 B.O, The same \iot puts the war of TigJath 
Pilesar against Damascus in the y':r. 733 and 782 B.o. The great 
inscription of Tiglath Pilesar which narrates his doods down to the 

VOL. ilL .. . 0 
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labours. The Chronicles say of him: "He loved hus
bandry; he had husbandmen and vinedressers in the 
mountains, and dug many wells in the desert, for he 
had many cattle in the low country and in the plain." 1 

Uzziah was also a brave warrior. Agaill.8t the Philis· 
tines he obtained greater successes than fell to the lot 
of any of his predecessors, including even Saul and 
David, greater than those won by any of his successors. 
He took Gath;- the prince of which David had once 
served; he gained Jabneh and conquered Ashdod, and 
destroyed the walls of this city. The loss of Gath ancl 
Ashdod limited the league of the cities of the Philis· 

seventeenth year of his reign, i . •. down to 729 D.O., mentions shortly 
before the close the tribute of Jauhazi of Judah (in G. Smith, w.. <il. 
p. 263), aud tho Boob of Kings (II. xvi. 10, 18), mention thojoumsy of 
Ahaz to Damascus to pay homage there to TigJath Pilcsar. Thia must. 
therefore. bave taken place in 732 D.O. The syocbronism of Jeroboam 
and Uzziab, which is also always marked at tho 00DIJIl0JlC0UI8 of tho 
prophetic writings referring to them, is uot altored by our a.tI81UIlptioua 
Uzziah. who aecendod the throne at 16 years of &S". reigned from 792 
to 740; Jeroboam from 790 to 749. From Uzziah· • .......,;oo up to the 
acceeeion of Athaliah, the Boob of Kings give 7 J years; the interval 
betweeu 843 and 792 gives ue 61 years; 80 that there must have beau 
an abbreviation. Thia can be aesumed moot conveniently in tho reign 
of Amaziah, which lasted lor 29 y....... and includes tho years from 
797 to ,92. In tho reign of his father Joaah we know thot there was a 
long minority. aud the twenty.third year of this reign is mentioned. 
or Amaziah'. ~ tho ~bjugatioo of Edom. which be did not complete. 
comes after the year 803 D.C. Edam'. tribute is mentioned nuder 
Bin·nirar of ABsyria (IL 326). Just as little is tho parallelism of 
Amaziah with Joaah of lersel altored by our &88111llption. As 61 y ...... 
0" eight years too many .... ere given lor lersel from tho ...,.,..goo of 
Jeroboam (790) up to Jehn·. acceeeion. eight yean must be taken from 
tho reign of Joash, and lor his reign, therefore, eigbt years are left instead 
of 16. i ... tho eigb years from 798 to 790. Violent as these aooump
tions seem &8 compared with tho traditiODSl nnm~ of tho Boob of 
Kings, thsy are merely given as a forced hypotheois. and at any rate 
leave tho traditiODSl facto undisturbed, while tho coineide_. which 
may be obtained by aa8IIIDing joint regencies, a lint and _d reign 
of Jeroboam 11. ... first aud........d Menahem, .. first and ........d reign 
of Pekah, lor the Iieta of I udah and Iersel, alters tho tradition without 
bringing tho agreement into harmony with the list of eponyma. 

1 2 Chron. ltltvi. 10. 



• THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL. 19 

tines to Ekron, As.calon, and Gaza; Uzzhh built 
Jewish cities in the conquered districte,' he foreed the 
Ammonites to pay tribute, he completed the subjuga.
tion of the Edomites which his father Amaziah had 
begun, and his fame reached even to Egypt.2 He 
reouilt the harbour-city of Elath on the Red Sea, 
which the rebellion of the Edomites against Judah had 
wrested from king Jehoram about the year 845 B.O. 

(II. 252), placed Jews there, .and apparently restored 
the Ophir trade of Solomon.8 "He was marvellously 
helped," say the Chronicles, "till he became strong." 
Amid such successes Uzziah did not forget that changes 
would occur, that other times would come. In the 
second half of his. reign' he strengthened the walls of 
Jerusalem with towers at the corner-gate, i. e_ at the 
north-west corner, of the city wall, at the valley gate, 
and at the corner, i. e. where the wall of the upper city 
advances to the west, and callSed "engines invented hy 
cunning men to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks 
of the walls, to throw arrows and great stones withal." • 
The levy of the people was put in order;. the fighting 
men were entered on a register; U zziah "prepared 
for the whole army shields and spears, coats of mail 
and helmets, bows and slinging IIton~.'" " And 

,. 2 Chrou. xxvi. 6 ; Zooh. ix. 6. As Amos mentions the capture of 
Oath (vi 2), and J'IJloh is still tooonquer the remnant of Edom (Amos 
ix. 12). tha war against tho Philistin .. mnet be regarded as one of 
Uzziah'. deeds in arms. I 2 Ohron. xxvi 7; !sa. ii. 7. 

I 2 Kings xiv. 22. The re-oonqU98t of the Jud ... n settlement and 
h""bour city, which had been destroyed by the Ed<vnitee in th,irrevolt 
from J udsh uuder1J ,horaID (ll. 262), can hove had no other object than 
to reetore the trode connections on tha Bed Sea. Bosides. it ie expressly 
elated (2 Kings xvi. 6): .. At tha eame time (734 D.O.), Bezin again 
gained Elath for Syria, and drove the Jew. out of Elath, and the 
Syrians came to Elatb, and dw,lt there to thie day." 

• This follows from the fact that <\mo. epeaks of the ruined _tabor
nacl, of David, and the breaches in its wall (ix. 11). 

• 2 Ohren. xxvi 16. • 2 Ohren. xxvi 11-14. 
02 
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Uzziah ·did what was right in the eyes of Jehovah as 
Amaziah his father had done, save that the people still 
sacrificed and offered incense on the high places" -so 
we are told in the Books of Kings. The Chronicles 
add that he sought God as long as the prophet Zacha
riah lived.1 Mterwards he had a quarrel with the 
priests of the temple bec,'lUse he sacrificed with his 
own hands in the great space of the temple, the holy 
place (before the Holy of Holies), on the altar in that 
space intended for incense. David' and Solomon had 
offered incense there before him; the priesthood in
tended therefore to make good their exclusive claim 
to every kind of sacrifice as against Uzziah.2 Uzziah 
succeeded in raising Judah to the highest point of 
power and importance, which it reached after the 
defection of Israel. 

Thus after severe tempests the reigns of Jeroboam 
II. and Uzziah brought to Jsrael and Judah the 
restoration of order, power and proijperity. The 
flourishing condition of agriculture and trade increased 
the well-being of the people, and produced profits 
willcn led thc wealthy classes into a misuse of their 
wealth, into extravagance and luxury. This mode of 
life, which seldom, in the East especially, fails to 
accompany gains easily got, was attacked in both 
kingdoms by a merciless criticism. In Israel and in 
Judah a careless enjoyment of life wtJ. connected not 
unfrequently with a certain inclination towards the 
rites of the Syrians. From the time that the house 
of Jehu ruled i~ Israel, and Joash ascended the throne 
of Judah, the fa\"ourable feeling towards Syrian rites 

1 An older prophet of'tbiB 11&1118, ~ct £rom the .... of' J ohoiadah, 
and perhaps abo distinct £rom the SOD of' Bcrecbiah (loa. viii. 2), but 
identical with tbiB Zachariah, iMhe worda of' the Chronicw. may be 
explained to mean: .. So long .. he (UzDah) Iiotoned to Zachariah." 

• 2 Kings :n. 3; 2 Chron. uri. 6-21; I Kings Ix. 26. 
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had ceased, from the throne downwards. With 
the restoration of more active relations towards the 
neighbouring nations their example operated with 
renewed force on the wealthier classes of Israel, and 
among them, and afterwards no doubt among the 
people, admission and recognition was thus gained 
for the religious observances of the Syrians. As the 
sensual elements in the forms of the gods and the 
cultus of the Syrians became more marked-as the 
worship of the deities of procreation and birth became 
more licentious and debauched, in connection with 
the increased population, and cousequent luxury and 
dissoluteness in the Phenician cities (II. 276), as 
the prostitution became more general, the service of 
androgynous deities more zealous--as the number of 
sacred servants, of companions male and female, of 
eunuchs and men ready to make themselves eunuchs, 
became larger-as this worship of lust and mutilation 
grew more disgusting, and the llames on the altar of 
Moloch rose more frequently-so much the more 
vigorons, in the circles of the neighbouring nations, 
whose national and religious life was roused, must 
have been the aversion and oppositi,m to such licen
tious practices, to rites of so diffEITent ,. nature, and 
so strongly at variance with their own faith. 

Three een~ries before this time, Israel by the 
foundation of a monarehy had gained rest and secur
ity against her nearest neighbours in the East and 
West, against Moab and Ammon, and. the. Philistines. 
After the division the powers of Israel and Juduh had 
hardly sufficed at all times to protect them against 
their neighbours; and even, at last, against the 
Damascenes. Serious dan$ers· threatened from a 
greater distance. Egypt, tlie country from which in 
Syria there was naturally the most to fear,had kept 
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within her borders since tbe settlement of tbe Israelites 
in Canaan, as if to secure space and freedom for the 
development of Israel Only once in the course of 
five centuries WI\S tbis rest broken by the campaign of 
tbe pharaoh Shishak, and then in a very transitory 
mann~r. But half a century after this campaign an
otber opponent arose far to the East on the banks of 
the Tigris, wbo now had sccured a firm footing on tbe 
Euphrates, whose armies first trod the nortb of Syria, 
and tried their strength in repeated campaigns against 
Damascus. Ahab of Israel in league with Damascus 
and other princes of the Syrians succeeded in beating 
off the first' attack; but after bim Jehu and Jehoahaz of 
Israel paid tribute to the kings of Asshur, and though 
the successors of Bin-nirar III. had to fight in Arrapaeh
itis and Gauzanitis, they repeatedly led tbeir armies 
against Northern Syria, against Arpad and Hadraeh. 

However secure men might feel in Israel and Judah 
in the possession of the position recently obtained 
under Jeroboam and Uzziah, it could not escape a 
keener eye that a power had forced its way to the 
Euphrates, and every moment threatened a renewed 
atta.ck on Svria which Israel and Judah were not in a 
position to 'resist, 1lven in the favourable pPSition in 
which for a moment they were situated. Even if Israel 
and Judah united tbeir forces, which tor the moment 
were excellently arranged, it was scarcely conceival)le 
that tbey could make any stand against the supremacy 
of Assyria, if. this were expressly diI;ceted against 
Syria. Only in the event of a hearty combination of 
all the states and tribes of Syria. the Philistines and 
the Phenicians, Hamath and Damascus, Israel and 
Judah; only by the union of all Syria under one 
power, could a sufficient "counterpoise be provided to 
the Assyrian power. But the fooling and tendencies 
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of these states were different, as also was the state of 
civilisation and religious life -; and the thought of such 
an union never arose among them. Even if it had it 
could hardly be realised here, or elsewhere in the East, 
in any other way than by establishing onc despotic 
monarch. Such a form of union would at any rate 
have required that Israel should give the best she had. 
Instead of a political impulse which would have uwted 
Israel and Judah with Damascus and Ho.math, the 
Phenicians and Philistines, the internal circumstances 
of Israel and Judah, the opposition to the renewed 
encroachments' of the Canaanitish worship, combined 
with the threatening position of Assyria, gave a new, 
peculiar, and lofty Bight to the religious development 
of the Israelites. 

In its struggles against the house of Omri the pro
phetic power was inwardly ripened and strengthened. 
With the relaxation of persecution the inteIll!ity and 
eestaey of the prophets mnsf have been relaxed. In 
the plaee of the pRSSionate strife came & more peace
ful toue, greater calmness, more earnest introspection. 
Yet the prophetie power was not merely purified, it 
was also deepened. By degrees, elements which had 
been developed in other spheres exercised" an influence 
On the prophetic work, on the reflection on the no.ture 
and ",ill of J~ovah, and the effort to be absorbed 
in him. The expression and outlet which religious 
feeling had found in religious songs, in invocations, 
and hymns of thanksgiving, praise JLnd penitence, 
supplied to the prophetic feeling a fuller, broader and 
more variable baekground. To the oldest account of 
the fortunes of Israel, which arose in priestly circles, 
and of the covenant which his God had once made 
with him, to the collection "and establishment of the 
law which formed the contents of this covenant, was 
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soon added the second text, which described in a more 
lively manner the manifestations of the tribal God, 
his guidance of the patriarchs and forefathers of the 
nation, and, like the older text, it wae for a long time 
in the hands of the prophets. Even before Joel, at 
the time when the high-priest Jehoiada wae regent 
for king Joash in Judah (II. 259), urged the nation to 
repE!'ntance and introspection, the hand of a prophet had 
united those two texts. Penetrated by their contents, 
he had, ae might be expected from his point of view, 
laid the main stress on the promises and prophecies, on 
the relation of man to God, on the nature of man, and 
his duty in life. In this form the books of the fortunes 
of the patriarchs, of the covenant of Jehovah and Israel, 
of the promise of protection and blessing in return for 
the observation of this covenant, must have exercised 
an especial influence on the circle of the prophets; 
they showed them the past in the closest relation to the 
present; they strengthened their conviction that the 
external relation wae insufficient, that the e.sscntial 
point wae the internal relation of man to his God. 

AJJ a fact the people of lamel had experienced 
a peculiar fortune. Of the same origin ae a part of 
the Arabian and.syrian tribes and closely allied to 
them, the Israelites had not followed the same path of 
development. Branching off from tho.se nearest, and 
then from their older tribesmen, with whom they had 
previously paetured their flocks, they grew up into a 
nation on the .bordem of Egypt and nndcr Egyptian 
supremacy; a nation in which nomadic simplicity met 
with certain influences due to Egyptian culture. Forced 
Lack upon their feeling of national independence by 
the oppression of the Egyptians, the children of Jacob 
had eInalicipated themsel\>'es from Egyptian dominion, 
and had embraced with renewed vigour the wOlllhip 
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of their tribal God, and at length had won by force 
of arms an abode among the kindred tribes, to which 
they now stood opposed as enemies. The tribes of 
Syria were far before them in culture of every kind, in 
wealth and adornment of life; the tribes of the desert, 
the closely related neighbours on the east of the Jordan, 
did not cease to attack and plunder the cantons of the 
Israelites; their neighbours on the south coast sought 
with persistence to subjugate ,them. Thus the national 
contrast remained in force, and the fixity of it was 
favoured' by the nature of the mountain country, .the 
1!6clusion of many valleys and heights possessed by 
the Israelites, while these same natural conditions 
rendered impossible such a thorough entrance into the 
life of the maritime cities, and the life of Damascus 
and Hamath, as could lead to the dissolution of the 
nationality. The fact that Israel, at the time of David 
and Solomon, obtained the preponderance over their 
neighbours, tended, together with the national pride, 
to strengthen the contrast instead of weakening it, and 
maintained the consciousness of nationality as a great 
memory. Even from this point of view, starting from 
the national feeling and consciousness, the prophets 
could not but oppose the Syrian triiJes and their rites, 
and in this opposition they found th: more' ready 
acceptance in ,Israel, the ;more thoroughly the con
sciousness was aroused that the land had been won and 
maintained in conflict with the tribes to whom this 
worship belonged. But the concepti~n of the nature 
of the national deity was far more powerful in the 
prophets than the sense of nationality. In contrast 
to the lascivious worship of the powers of nature, the 
God of Israel was originally conceived as a deity who 
was alien and opposed to the'creative powers of natlll'6. 
In the sense of this contrast Jehovah was regarded as 
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an exalted and terrible"deity, to look on whom brought 
death; in this feeling the simple conception, which 
cannot forego the sensuous element, saw Jehovah's 
manifestation in flame, in the destroying but purifying 
glow of fire. The aversion to all sensuous nature now 
rises to its fullest power in the mind of the prophets 
in opposition to the Syrian rites; their supernatural 
point of view, forced onward by the struggle and the 
contrast, disrobed the idea of God of every material 
element which still adhered to it. How could this 
supra-terrestrial power, before which all that is earthly 
is dust and mire, dwell in a frail image made by 
human hands' ',!.'he temple at Jerusalem had no 
image, the greater part of the old places of sacrifice 
were without any, and among the Hebrews it was 
well known that the worship of Jehovah without 
images W/l.S the traditional mode of worship. Neither 
the bull- images of Jehovah, which had been set 
up at the time of the division of the kingdom in 
Israel, in contrast to the images of the Syrian gods, 
though tolerated by the prophets a.t the time of 
Ahab and Jehoram, nor any other image of the god, 
ought to be worshipped. H the divine power is not 
only supernatural-but also purely spiritual, beyond 
nature and r.iling over it; if it is without manifesta.
tion in the world of sense; there can ~e no question 
or the worship or deification of elementary powers, or 
the personification of physical processes; the worship 
of these is not4ing but deception and senseless rites. 
Moreover, the power before whieh all nature qnakes 
can be but one. Thus, to the prophetic mind, Jehovah 
from being the tribal God of Israel, beside whom other 
gods defended their nations, though not 80 mighty as 
he, becomes the one and oilly God. And to them this 
God is no longer merely the power which rules over 
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'nature, no longer merely the jealous and severe God of 
his nation from whoD).tbe first-born must be purchased, 
who must be worshippcd with many sacrifices, and 
pleasant odours-to the inward emotion, the inward 
certainty, and conscience of the prophets he is at 
the same time the highest ethical power. Whatev.er 
they in their enlightenment and in their hearts felt 
to be the just, the good, the highest, is Jehovah's 
nature. In him were concentrated the moral ele
ments as conceived by the prophets, and nature is 
no more than the footstool under his feet. He is 
now the one supernatural, spiritual and moral power, 
wbich rules the world, before which earth and man
kind disappear. He is pure, holy and sublime; he hates 
injustice, violence, exaction, avarice, deceit, and op
pression of kindred, and looks not on wickedness with 
favour. His will is just, he will requite every one 
according to his actions, and will not forget the evil of 
the evil-doer. What can the holY,and just Lord in 
heaven care for offerings of food, frankincense, and 
drink 1 The lips and the heart must be elevated to 
his greatness, his commands must be kept, and men 
must make themselves holy as he is holy. The only 
service of the holy God is a holy rlnd righteous life. 
Sacrifioo is not required, but recognition of God, 
simplicity, cha;p;ity, and moderation. 

If from this point of view, to which their own 
conception had laboriously risen-they bad learned 
to know the ancient God of Is~ in his true 
nature--and f"ollowing the lead of the sacred Scrip
tures" the prophets cast a glance on the fortunes 
and achievements of their nation,-had not Jehovah 
already announced himself to their forefathers 1 Had he 
not by Moses commanded and established the true 
worship 1 Had be not done great things for his 
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people t Had he not led them out of Egypt and 
given them this beautiful land for a possession 1 But 
had Israel been grateful for this l-had he made any 
return 1-had he kept the covenant which Jehovah had 
made with him, and his law 1 At the best sacrifices 
were offered at J~rusa.lem, prayer was made to bull. 
images at Dan and Bethel. But how many were there 
who worshipped Baal, Astarte, and Ashera. I How 
regardless of their duties were the rich, and the judges, 
how luxurious and dissolute in their lives I Was this 
the way to fulfil the commands of the just and holy God 1 

From this arose a peculiar CL"I88 of ideas. Jehovah 
had chosen Israel for his people before other nations. 
He desires to protect him and grant him his favour. 
But how can he, the pure and holy God, grant pro. 
tection and defence, if his people live an impure and 
unholy life 1 To protect sinners would be against his 
own nature. Jehovah was a severe and jealous God; 
was he not to punish the defection from his service, 
the faithlessness and ingratitude of the nation, with 
grievous punishment 1 Must he not visit these wrong· 
doers with a heavy penalty 1 The Assyrians were on 
the Euphmtes. From these suppositionR, and the con. 
clllSion that. Jehdvah, according to his pure and holy 
being as well as his severe nature, must punish the 
error of the people; that he could not tt,llow the breach 
of the ancient covenant, the defection, the worship of 
idols, the injustice, and the luxury to remain unvisited, 
grew up the idejl- of a great sentence about to be executed 
on Israel and Judah. Among the prophets this be
came a settled conviction. But according to their 
conception, Jehovah is mised far above the wcakness 
and the anger of men. If his people return to hhn, 
amend their conversation, and serve him with their 
lips and their heart, he will in: his mercy pardon . 
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them, or the punishment which he sends upon them 
will be merely a purification; the stiff-necked obstino.cy 
of the hard heart he will break; many will fall, but he 
will spare those who are true to him; and when he has 
corrected his people by a severe judgment, he will 
exalt them anew, and take up his abode on Zion. 

Filled with these conceptions the prophets came 
forward soon after the beginning of the eighth century. 
They are no longer Booth-sayers and seers; they do 

. not predict any more; they do not announce definite 
facts; they only know what will and must be the con
sequences of the sinful life of the people: they proclaim 
a great judgment; they declare what must be done in 
order to turn at;ide the wrath of Jehovah. Impelled 
by inward certainty to ascertain and reveal the nature 
and will of Jehovah, filled with. religious inspiration, 
and in a tone of deepest earnestness, the. prophets 
give to their utterances an expression of force and fire, 
which forms a proper sequel to the beautiful beginnings 
of lyric poetry, as we have learned to know them in 
the songs of victory, in the strains of thanksgiving and 
lament<l.tion of the Israelites, in the psalms-a sequel 
which corresponds to the power and importance of 
the spiritual movement from which ·the exhortation~ 
of .the prophets arise. With unwearieJ zeal they 
exhort the poop'le to returJ).· to their ancient God and 
trust in him alo"ne. Then, as Israel's power began to 
decline after the death of Jeroboam and Uzziab, the 
view and conception of the prophets becorpcs higher and 
higher; the mtlre threatening and dangerous the posi
tion of affairs, the greater their infiuenoe; and at the 

. time when the political existence of the IsraeliteS was 
broken down, their religions life is perfected and puri
fied, into a thorough recognition of ethical monotheism. 

A man of the kingdom of Judah, Amos of Tekoa., a 
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place not far from Jerusalem, prophesied in Israel in 
the first decades of the reign of Jeroboam, between 790 
and 760 B.C. He ealls himself" neither a prophet, nor 
the son of a prophet;" he assures us that he was not 
a disciple of the prophets, and did not wear the usual 
garb of a prophet, i. e. a poor coarse clothing. He 
adds that he was a herdsman and a planter of syca
mores: .. Jehovah took me from following the flock, 
and said to me; Go and prophesy to my people in 
Israel" 1 From these prophecies, which he afterwards 
wrote down, it is plain that the Holy Scriptures, in 
the form in which the two texts had been united and 
revised by the hand of a prophet, were familiar to him 
and present before him; that the prophecies of Joel 
were known to him.2 It was in Bethel, the chief place 
of sacrifice in Israel, that he came forward. There, at 
the place of the bull-image, he proclaimed the wicked
ness of this worship, and branded in still stronger terms 
the moral corruption of the land. In vain had 
Jehovah uttered warnings by his prophets; the law 
was not regarded; justice was crooked; the weak were 

1 AmoeL 2; iv.9. 
• The date of Amos is fixed not only by the oupcncription, but by tbo 

montion of the hOWJe. of Jeroboom in his prophooioe. Moreover, tho 
desolation caU¥d by the DaIlUUlCOBe8 in lorael, the campeigno of tho 
Pbilistinoe against J ndah (IL 2.;2), appear to be in _t remembranee. 
If the .. faIIon tabernacle of David, the breaches in ita wall," are aloo 
mentioned (ix. 11, 12), it is clear that Uzziah, .. ko came to the throno 
in the year 792 B.C. at an age of 16 yoan, had not eompletely reotored 
J ndah, that ho had not reoovered £lath. On the other hand, it is clear 
that Oath was alroady taken. Hen .. Amos cannot have eomo fonvanl 
before the tenth ol";"eifth year of U zziah, i ... befort 7~2 or 780, accord
ing to 0D1' oompntation (p. 18, _). The canon of the AooyriaIUl 
agrees with this in potting tha campaign of Bin-nirar to the _ in 
the y...., 803 n.c.; and aftenrards rocords the la.ot campaiJ!1l of tho 
A.ooyriaIUI to Da1D88CU8 before the time of Tiglath PilI!8lZ IL in the 
yeu 773 n.c.; after which time only contesto againet Hadrach (772-
763) and againet Arpad ..... mentioned (p. 2), which Tiglath Pw-r 
then resumes in the year ~3 B.C. In Amos the A.ooyriaIUI are atill 
in the beck-gronnd. 
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oppressed. No doubt Amos exaggerated his reproaches, 
but we cannot doubt that the faults- he attacked were 
in existence. The careless he threatened with the 
destruction which would soon burst upon them if they 
remained without repentance or improvement. Then 
would the high places of Isaac be laid waste, and the 
shrines of Israel destroyed, and Jehovah would rise up 
with the sword against the house of Jeroboam. The 
priests of Israel could not endure to hear such utter
ances. The high priest at Bethel, Amaziah, said to 
Amos: "Seer, go flee thee away into the land of Judah, 
and there eat bread and prophesy. Prophesy not 
again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's chapel, 
and the king's court." Amos answered: "Thou sayest, 
Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word 
against the house of Isaac. Therefore thus saith 
Jehovah: Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and 
thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and 
thy land shall be divided by a line: and thou shalt 
die in polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into 
captivity forth of his land." Then Amaziah the 
priest sent to king Jeroboam: "Amos hath conspired 
against thee in the midst of the house of Tsrael; the 
land is not able to bear all his woOOs; for he saith, 
By the sword shall Jeroboam die, and-Israel shall 
be led captive out of his land."· 

The proclamatiOlis of Amos were not directed 
against Israel alone. He threatens the Damascenes 
and the Ammonites with vengeance fo; the devasta-
tiona they ha.t caused in Gilead (II. 258); the Philis
tines because they had carried away captives from 
Judah and sold them (II. 303); the city of Tyre 
because she put the captives of J udsh in the hands of 
the Edomites; the Edomites because they pursued 
thcir brothcrs (the Judooans) with the sword (II. 252). 
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Nor doeS he even spare the kingdom of Judah; even 
there the law of Jehor-ah is despised, and his ordi. 
nances are not kept. But the judgment of Jehovah 
will descend only on the guilty, and when the day of 
judgment is over Jehovah will again purify Israel and 
set up Zion . 

.. Did I not bring you up from Egypt 1" so Amos 
represents Jehovah as saying; .. Did I not lead you forty 
years in the wilderness, to possess the land of the 
Amorites? Did I not destroy the Amorites before you, 
who were tall as cedars, and strong as oaks? Did I not 
raise up prophets from your sons, and Na.zarites from 
your young men 11 Hear· this word, ye who oppress 
the weak and trample underfoot the poor; 2 ye who 
stretch yourselves beside the altar on garments taken 
in pledge, and drink the wine of the condemned in the 
house of your gods; ye who or-erpower the just, and 
make the poor how down at the gate; 3 who purchase 
the thirsty for silver, and the helpless for a pair of 
shoes; 4 who, father and son together, go to one mistrcSH, 
and say: 'Vhen is the new moon over that we may 
sell grain, and the day of rest that we may set forth 
wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, 
and falsifyin.,g the' balance for deception. Do men hunt 
the horse on the rocks, and plough the iItone with oxen, 
that ye may turn justice into poison, and the fruit 
of righteousness into hemlock 16 Because ye trample 
down the weak, and oppress them with burdens, ye have 
planted pleasaut vineyarda, and built hoW'es of hewn 
stone.' 0 ye that are at ease in Zion, yt careless ones 
in the mount of Samaria, who imagine that the day of 
destruction is far off, and draw ncar the seat of violence ; 
who lie on beds of ivory, and stretch yourselves on 

1 Amos it _12. • Am ... yjii 4; T. 12. • Amos it 6, 7. 
• Amos yjii 6. • Amos vi. 12. • Amos Y. 11. 
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couches; who eat up the lambs of the Hock and the 
calves of the stall; who chant to the sound of the 
harp, in order to invent instruments of music like 
David; 1 who empty your wine cups, and anoint your- , 
selves with the chief oil, and trouble not yourselves 
for the afHiction of Joseph; ye"shall not dwcll"in your 
houses, and drink the wine out of your pleasant 
gardens: ya shall go forth into misery, with the first 
that go captive.2 Go to Bethel, and' transgrcss; to. 
Gilgal, and multiply transgression. Bring your sacri
fices every morning, and your tithes on the ,third day ; 
burn thu.nk-offerings, and publish the free will offerings. 8 

Seek me not at Bethel, and go not to Gilgal 'and 
Beersheba. I hate, your festivals, and will not, taste 
your offerings, or look on the thank-offering of your 
stalled calves. Take from me the noise of your songs, 
and let me not hear the sound of the harp. 4 Let 
judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream. Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 
livlf: establish judgment in the gate; it may be that 
Jehovah will have merey on the remnant of Joseph. 
Hate the evil, and love the good, so will Jehovah, the 
God of hosts, be with you.'" 

"But they multiply injustice arid ~obbery in, their 
palaces. The end of my people Israel draws near'; 
I will not overlook it longer in him. I will change 
your festivals into lamentation, and all your songs into 
mourning, and will bring sackcloth about your loins. 
The enemy comes ronnd the .land, and tears down the 
power of braet, and his palaces are plJindered.· Go 
to Calneh, and see, and from thence pass to Hamath 
the great (II. 817, 8llpr. p. 15), and go down to Gath 

1 Am .. vi. 1-7. 
I Am .. iv. 4, 6. 
• Amos v. 14, 13, 24. '. 
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• AmOBV. 11. ' 
• Amos v. 21-23. 
• Amos iii. 10, 11; vi. 2. 
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(p. 18); are ye better than these kingdoms, or is your 
land greater 1 I raise against you a nation which will 
force you from Hamath unto the river of the plain.l 

At the time when I avenge the evil of Israel upon 
him, and the altars of Bethel, the horns of the altar 
will fall to the ground. I will smite the winter house 
and the summer house; the houses of ivory shall fall 
to the ground.2 The flight shall perish from the swift; 
the bowman shall not stand; the horseman shall not 
deliver himself, and the most courageous among the 
mighty shall flee away naked on that day.' All the 
sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which 
say: The evil shall not overtake us.' But I will not 
utterly destroy the house of Jacob. I will shake them 
as a man shaketh a sieve, and not a grain shall fall 
to the ground. The days come when the ploughman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes 
him that soweth seed, and the mountains shall drop 
sweet wine, and I will bring again the captivity of 
my people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, 
and inhabit them, and I will plant them fast in the 
land, which I have given to them, that they be no 
more pulled out." 

Amos had not deceived himself as to the want of 
inward coliesion in the circumstances of Israel The 
days of Jeroboam II. were coming to an end. The 
power which he had gained for his kIDgdom, the order 
he had given to it, were not so firmly fixed that they 
outlived the founders. His son Zachariah, who 
ascended th: throne in 749 B.C., renfUned on it for 
half a year only. He was murdered "before the 
people" by a man of the name of Shallnm, the son 
of Jabesh, who placed hinlself at the hcad of a 

I AmIlB';'14. • Amoeiii.14,16. 
• AmIIB ii. 14-16. • AmIlBix. 10. 
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conspiracy, and with him the house of Jehu came to 
an end in th~ fourth generation. Shallum seized the 
throne, but maintained it only a month. Menahem, the 
son of Qadi, rebelled against him in Tirzah, defeated and 
slew him, and took his place on the throne (748 B.C.).! 
H.e met with resistance in the land; internal strife 
distracted Israel, and loosed all the bonds of order. "The 
idols have spoken vanity," so we find it in the older 
Zachariah; .. and the diviners have seen a lie, and have 
told false dreams; they comfort in vain; therefore 
they went. their way as a. Hock; they were troubled, 
because they had no shepherd. Mine anger was 
kindled a.gainst the shepherds, and I will punish the 
goats.2 I will no more pity the inhabitants of the 

- land, saith Jehovah; but 10 I I will deliver the men, 
every man into his neighbour's hand, and into the 
hand of his king, and they shall smite the land, a.nd 
out of their hand I will not deliver them. Three 
shepherds also I cut off in one month; 8 and my soul 
loathed them; a.nd I said, I will not feed you: that 
which dieth, let it die; a.nd that which is to be cut 
off, let it be cut off, and let the rest eat every one the 
Hesh of another. For 10 I I will raiSe up a. shepherd in 
the la.nd which shall not visit thase that be cut off, nor 
seek the strayed one, nor heal that which-is ~ounded; 
but he shall eat the flesh of the fat. Woe to the worth
less shepherd that 1eaveth the flock I the sword shall be 
upon his right arm, and upon his right eye. His arm 4 

shall be clean dried up, .and his right ej~ darkened.' . 
Open thy doors,"O Lebanon, that the fire may devour 
thy cedars I Howl, cypress, f01: the cedar is fallen; for 
the heights are made desolate: howl, 0 oaks of Bashan ; 

1 2 Kings xv. 8-16. • Zech. l<. 2. 3. 
I Xing Zachariah, and then Shallum: the third is the opponent of 

Menahem who sought to maintain himeeIf in Tipeaoh (Taanacb Pl. 
• Zech. xi. 6. 8. 9, 16. n. 
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for the steep forest sinketh 1 Listen to the howling of 
the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: listen to the 
roaring of lions, for the pride of Jordan is desolate. 1 

The burden descends on Hadrach, and on Damascus; on 
Hamath that shall border thereby; on Tyre and Sidon, 
though it be very wise. Tyre built herself a strong
hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine gold as 
the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord will take 
her, and cast her walls into the sea, and she shall be 
consumed by fire. Ascalon shall see it, and fear; Gaza, 
and be very sorrowful, and Ekron, for her expectation 
shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, 

. and Ascalon is uninhabited. A strange race shall 
d well in Ashdod, and I will destroy the pride of the 
Philistines. 2 And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and horses from JerusaIem. But Jehovah 
shall save them in that day as the flock of his people; 
they are the stones of a erown lifted up upon his 
land." 3 

Even earlier, in the last years of the reign of 
Jeroboam, or the beginning of the reign of his son 
Zachariah, Hosea, the son of Beeri, had received the 
word. " Yet a little time," such is the word of Jehovah 
in his liplj, .. arl'd I will avenge the bloodguiltiness of 
Jczreel on the house of Jehu (the murder of Jehoram 
and Jezebel by Jehu, II. 254), and put an end to the 
kingdom of the house of Isrdel; and at the same time 
I will break the bow of IlIl"ael in the valley of JezreeJ." , 
When Zach*riah fell before Shallum, and Jehu's house 
was destroyed, we find in Hosea, "They chose kings 
'without me (Jehovah), captains of whom I knew' 
nothing." .. I will give thee a king in my anger, and 
take him away in wr.1th. All your kings shall fall, 

1 Zech. xi. 1-3. • Zech. is. 1_. 
• Zech. is. 10, 16. • lIoee. i. ., 6. 
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for none ·of them call upon me. Israel is a heifer that 
cannot be tied." 1 The prophet demands with tlie 
greatest vehemence that the worship of images shall 
be given up, and the bull-images at Dan and Bethel 
(II. 237) removed: that robbery and murder come to 
an end, that Israel turn to Jehovah; the judgment 
threatens, and there is no helper·butJehovah.2 "Hear 
this, ye priests; receive it, house of Israel; and thou, 
house of the king, take heed .thereof," cries Hosea.3 

"When Ismel was a child I loved him, saith Jehovah; 
I called my son from Egypt. In the desert, in the 
hnd of great drought, I did know thee.4 I taught 
Ephraim to go, taking them by the arm; I drew' 
them with human eords, with bands of love; I took 
off the yoke from their backs, and laid meat unto 
them.5 Israel was an empty vine, but the more that 
his fruit increased, the more altars did he build; the· 
better his land, the more beautiful pillara did he sct 
up.s 'fhey made images of their silver according to 
their knowledge, idols, the work of craftsmen, and 
said: Let them that sacrifice kiss the calves.7 They 
sacrifice on the tops of the mountains, and burn 
incense on the hills, under oaks, and poplars, and 
elms, because the shadow thereof llf goog.8 I will 
go after my lovers, saith Israel, the faithless wife, 
who give me my bread and my water, my wool and 
my flax, my oil and my drink; and she knows not 
that Jehovah increased her corn and sweet wine, aud 
oil, and silver.9 There is no faithfulne~, no love, no 
knowledge of Ood in the land. Ye have ploughed 
wickedness· and reaped iniquity, and have eaten the 
fruit of lies.lo They practise swearing and lying, and 

I Hosea viii. 4: '; iv. 16; vii. 7; xiii. 11. 
I Ho_ xiii. 4. • Hooea v. 1. 
I Hooea xi. 1_. • Hooea:Eo 1. 
I Hooea iv. 13. • Hooea ii. 6-8. 

• Hosea. xiii. 5. 
r Hosea xiii. 2. 

..Ho .... x.13. 
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stealing, and adultery, and violence; the priests com
mit murder on the way to Shechem; they practise 
all iniquity in Gilgal, and bloodguiltiness is joined to 
blood guiltiness.' They slay flesh for sacrifice, and eat 
it.2 I desire not sacrifice but mercy; and the know
ledge of God more than burnt offerings.8 Therefore' 
in my own time I will take back my com; I will tear 
away my wool and my flax from the harlot Israel; 
and make an end to her festivals, her new moons, her 
sabbaths, and avenge on her the days of Baal, when 
she offered incense to them which placed their nOS6-
ring and ornaments upon her, and went after her 

'lovers, and loved the hire of the harlot at ·every 
thrashing floor, but forgat me.'" 

"Israel hath forgotten his creator, and built palaces, 
and Judah hath multiplied his fortified cities," 5 says 
the prophet in regard to the fortresses built by Uzziah 
(p. 19). " They trusted to the number of thy warriors, 
but Israel's king passes away like a morning cloud. 
Ephraim is as a silly dove; they call on Egypt; they 
go to Assyria to bring whoredom. Ephraim goes after 
Asshur, and sends to the king for help. Ephraim will 
hunt after the wind, and strain after the East wind, 
that they.may'make a covenant with Assyria, and 
carry oil to Egypt.s The Deliverer king will not 
heal you. The East will come; a wind of Jehovah 
will rise out of the desert, whieh will plunder the 
treasure of costly furniture, and Samaria will repent. 
The calf of .Bethaven (= house of Evil, - thus the 
prophet alters the name of Bethel ·house of God, 
the chief piace of worship in the kingdom of Israel) 
will be carried t{) Assyria, as a gift to the king, the 

, Hooea iv. 2. 

• Hooea vi. 8. 
• Hooea viii. 14. 
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.Deliverer; Assh{u. shall be their king, for they will 
not amend. The days of punishment, of vengeance 
'will (',ome; as to the people, so shall it happen to the 
priests. Israel's pride shall be bowed down, and Judah 
shall fall with him. They shall not remain in the land 
of Jehovah; Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and eat 
unclean thin~s in Assyria. They are gone because of 
destruction ;" Egypt shall gather them up, and Memphis 
shall bury them.' The high places of Bethaven shall 
be destroyed; thorns and thistles shall come up on 
their altars, and they shall say to the mountains, Cover 
ns; and to the hills, Fall on us.'" 

"What shall I do to thee, Ephraim 1 how shall I 
deal with thee 1 Shall I destroy thee 1 saith Jehovah. 
Hut my heart is turned, my repentings are kindled; i 
will not execute the fierceness of my wrath; I am God 
and not man; as the Holy One I will not come into 
anger" I will punish them till they repent, and in 
their affliction they will seek me early. ~ I will allure 
them into the wilderness; I will speak to their hearts, 
that Israel may sing again as in the days of his youth, 
and on the day when he came out of Egypt; and the 
name of Baal I will remove out of his mouth.5 Return, 
o Israel, to Jehovah thy God. Speak 1e to him; 
Take away iniquity, and receive us, that we offer the 

, sa.erifice of our lips. Assyria shall not save us; we 
will not ride on horses; the work of our hands shall 
be called our gods no more.6 Then, saith Jehovah: 
I will hear Ephraim, and look with fa,!our upon him. 
I will heal th@ir backsliding, and come and love them 
freely; my anger is turned away, and I will let them 
dwell in their houses. I will be as dew upon Israel; 

1 Hosea is. 1-6; v. 13 i vii. 11; viii. 9 i. x. 6; xi. 6; xiii. 16 j xiv~ 1. 
I H"""" x. 8. • Ho .... xi. 9. • Hosea v.I •. 

........! Hosea ii. 1-1-17. • Hosea xiv. 2-4. 
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Israel shall grow as a lily, and cast forth his roots 
as Lebanon: and I will bettoth thee unto me for ever; 
I will betroth thee in righteousness and in judgment, 
in loving-kindness, gentleness, and mercies." 1 

The words of Hosea leave no doubt that Menahem, 
king of Israel, sought' aid from Assyria in order to 
maintain himself on the throne. With this the Books 
of Kings agree. They tell us: Menahem gave to the 
king of Assyria 1000 kikkar of silver (according to 
the Babylonian standard about £300,000), "that the 
king might join him in establishing the kingdom in 
his hand." The payment of the money was imposed 
by Menahem on all the men of substanee in hrael; 
fifty shekels of silver on every man. According to 
this the king of Israel was himself without means, Lut 
the land must have been in a position to pay such a 
considerable tribute, so large a sum. There must, 
'according to this statement, have been at this time 
60,000 families in Israel who were in a position to pay 
a mina each (about £5). The monuments of Assyria 
inform us that in the year 742 B.O. Tiglath Pilcsar 
marched against northern Syria and Arpad {Tel 
Erfad (p. 2); that he conquered Arpad after a siege 
of three y~rs, dr after three campaigns against the 
city.' In the city of Arpad-so we are told in a frag
ment of his annals-he received the tribute of P",zin 
of Damascus; 18 kikkar of gold, 3000 kikkar of silver, 
200 kikkar of copper; and the tribute of Kustaspi of 
Kummukh, 0(. Hiram of Tyre, of Pisiris of Karehc
mish.3 This mnst, therefore, have taken place in the 
year 740 or 739 B.c. He received the triLute of 
1>lenahem immediately before the ninth year of his 

1 IIoeea xiY. 6-9; it 19. 
• Listo or rnIere, 742-740 ... during three y ...... Iuo eonquered 

Arpad.", I Frog. 6, in G. Smith, p. 274. 
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reign (737 B.G.), i. e. in the year 738 B.C. He tells us 
that at that time he received tribute from Kustaspi of 
Kummukh, Rezin of Damascus, Menahem of Samaria, 
Hiram of Tyre, Sibittibal of Gebal (Byblus), Urikki of 
Kui (Cilicia), Pisiris of Karchemish, Enielof Hamath, 
Tarchular of Gamguma, Sulumal of Milid; Va.ssurmi of 
'l'ubal, and Zabibieh, the queen of the Arabs. Menahem, 
therefore, sought to purchase the help of Tiglath Pilesar 
by offering tribute soon after the fall of Arpad. Henee 
in these years the king of Assyria held a position 
which included northern and central Syria, and governed 
those eountries immediately from the crossing of the 
Euphrates at Karchemish, and from Arplid. Pa.ssing 
beyond Hamath and Damascus, beyond Byblua and 
Tyre, he waa now ruler over the kingdom of Samaria 
also. From the South-east a princess of the Arabs, 
from the North-west the prince of the Cilicians, sent 
tribute. Menahem of Israel must have died soon after 
the payment of tribute; the subjection to Assyria 
appears to have established his power so far that his SOD 

Pekahiah could succeed him on the throne (738 B.C.). 
But in the· second year of his reign Pekahiah was 
murdered in the palaee at Samaria by Pekah, the son 
of Remaliah, who now aseended th'll throne of Israel 
(736 B.C.). Pekah eombined with Rerin, king of 
Damascus, for a United attack on the kingdom of Judah. 

Judah did not remain untouched by the establish
ment and extensive advances of the Assyrian power 
in Syria. We saw in what successful stJ"uggles Uzziah
Azariah had- extended the territory of Judah in his 
long reign; how agriculture and trade developed under 
him. The advanee of Tiglath Pilesar in the last years 
of the reign of Uzziah called these successes in question 
once more. It did not find Uzziah wholly unprepared. 
He had fortified Jerusalem more strongly; he had 
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provided for the arming of his forces, and arranged the 
levy of the men of military age. A very mutilated 
fragment of the annals of Tiglath Pilesar mentions 
twice the liLnd of Judah, and three times the second 
half of the name of Azariah, i. e. the name by which 
Uzziah is named in the Books of Kings.1 Another 
fragment, which deals with the events in Syria which 
took place before the payment of tribute to Menahem, 
again mentions Azariah (Uzziah); it informs us that 
Mount Lebanon, the land of Baalzephon,2 the land of 
Ammana (the region of the Amanus 1) the city of 
Hadrach had been subjugated; that the king " added 
to the land of Assyria nineteen districts of Hamath, 
situated on the sea of the setting sun, together with 
the cities in their land, which had revolted to Azariah 
in faithless rebellion, and had placed his officers and 
viceroys over them." 3 The districts of Hamath here 
mentioned must be sought between the Orontes and 
the sea, immediately north of Aradus. The occur
rence no doubt took place in the time when Tiglath 
Pilesar fought against or besieged Arpad, i. e. in the 
years from 742 B.C. to 740. From this we must con-

o elude that Azariah (Uzziah) of Judah (neither he nor 
the kingdom. of Jueah is mentioned among the tributary 
states in these fragments) assumed a hostile position 
towards Tiglath Pilesar; that during the struggle for 
Arpad he attempted to unite some of the states and 
tribes of Syria against the advance of Assyria. This 
opposition of J!ldah may have formed another motive 
for Menahem to place himself under th1l supremacy, 
and at the same time under the protection, of Tiglath 
Pilesar. As vassals of Tiglath Pilesar, Rezin of 

I Eberhard Schrader ... 1abrb. protaIL Theolog.~ 1876. L 374-
• A cIifrerent Bealzepbon from that OIl the Bed Sea; Esod, m. 2, 9. 
I Schrader. IDe. oiL .. 376; Bodwell," Becords 01 the Past," 6. 46; 

G. Smith, .. Diac.' p. 277. 
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Da!Illl.'lCus and Pekah of Israel may have 1'eltthem
selves more justified in attacking the southern neigh
bour-state, the kingdom of Judah, which would not 
submit to the dominion of Assyria. 

Uzziah was no more when Pekah obtained the throne 
of Israel. He had died four years previously (740 
B.O.), and was buried in the sepulchres of the kings at 
Jerusalem. His son Jotham, who had already shared 
in the rule during the last years of his father's reign, 
sat on the throne of J uw. He withstood' the attack 
of the combined Israelites and Damascenes.1 But his 
son Ahaz, who succeeded -him in the year 734 B.O., was 
reduced by this war to the greatest distress. The 
Philistines whom Uzziah had repelled and punished 
severely, the Edomites whom he had subjugated, re
belled. Pekah's warriors laid Judah waste, and carried 
rich booty and numerous prisoners to Samaria; Rezin 
pressed forward to the south to aid the Edomites, 
expelled the Judreans from Elath, and there established 
himself on the Red Sea. The hostile armies marched 
on Jerusalem. Ahaz" made his son to go through the 
fire" to avert the threatened ruin. At last he found 
no other means of rescue than to pay homage to 
Assyria, and entr!l8.t the protection f>f Tiglath Pilesar . 

. In the last years of Uzziah, and in the reign of 
Jotham, Isaiah, the son of Amoz, had received the 
word at Jerusalem. Like Amos and Hosea, Isaiah con
tended against the luxury and dissoluteness of the rich, 
the injllStice of the elders, the corruptipn of the judges, 
the idolatry ~ the land. He attacked the false security 
in which mell. reposed in the possession of horses and 
chariots of war; he announced the comingvengea.nce 
with even more vehement emphasis than his prede
cessors. If for them the gods of the other nations 

I 2 Xinge "v. 6, 7, 37. 
, 
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have already disnppeared beside the One Jehovah,Isaiah 
represents the approaching destruction as breaking out 
not only over Israel and Judah, but over all nations, 
be('.ause they go after false gods. Their evil deeds 
will also be punished; no power on the earth can 
stand before Jehovah. But behind this judgment, 
the horror of whieh will turn all men to Jehovah, 
Isaiah also exhibits the restoratiou of Israel and 
Judah, the restoration of the whole renewed world, 
in the most glowing colours. That was Jehovah's 
purpose" sinee the days of old." 

"The land is full of horses," so Isaiah spake, .. and 
there is no end of its chariots.n AB we have seen, 
Uzziah had amassed munitions of war, and arranged 
excellently the military power (p. 19), -" but the 
land is also full of idols, and they worship the work of 
their own hands. Every man 9Ppresses his neigh
bour; the young man behaves proudly against the 
old, and the base against the honourable. Thy chiefs, 
o Jerusalem, are faithless men, the companions of 
thieves 11 Everyone loves bribery, and secks after 
gain. They do no ju.,tiee to the orphan, and regard 
not the cause of the-widow. Woe to them that decree 
unrighteons _decre~, and to the scribes who write 
iniquity, to turn aside the needy from judgment, and 
to take away the right from the poor! t Woe to them 
who justify the wicked for reward, and take away the 
right of the just 18 Woe to them that join house to 
house, and field, to field, till they alone are possessors 
of the land I ' What me~ ye to beat my people 
in pieces, saith Jehovah, and grind the faces of the 
poor 1 5 Woe to them that rise up early in the 

1 !sa. ii. 7. The moral preoepto of Isaiah are eoDected in the tnt 
without regprd to the chronology. J 1-. So 1, 2. 

J !sa. T. 23. • !sa. T. s. • 1-. iii. 14, 1,'j. 
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morning; arid· follow "strong drink, who heated with 
wine sit till the night; and the harp, and the viol, the 
tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts! 1 Woe 
to them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 
strength to mingle strong drink I Woe to them that 
call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkncss; that put bitter for sweet; 
and sweet for bitter; that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight I Woe to them who 
draw upon them punishment with cords of vanity, and 
reward of sin with a cart-rope! " 2 

Isaiah carried the Jews from the service of sacrifice to 
the improvement of the heart, to righteous conversation" 
and good works. " To what purpose is the multitude. 
of your sacrifices to me 1" so Isaiah represents Jehovah 
as saying. "I am full of the burnt offerings of rams,. 
and the fat of stalled. calves; and I delight not in; 
tbe blood of bullocks, lambs, and he-goats. Who hath 
required of you to tread my courts 1 Your new moons 
and your appointed feasts my soul hateth; they are 
trouble to me, I am weary to bear them. Bring no 
more vain oblations; incense is an abomination to me : 
when ye spread forth your handa ~ will hide mine eyes 
from you; and when ye pray, I will not hear you.3 

With your mouth ye draw near to me, ;ODd with your 
lips ye honour me; but your heart ye keep far from me, 
and your fear of me is taught by the precept of mcn.4 

Relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead the 
cause of the widow. Wash you, ma~e you clean, put 
away the e~il. of your doings from before mine eyes; 
cease to do evil" • 

"What could. have been done more to my vineyard; 
that I have not done to it 1 Wherefore, when I looked 

1 loa. T. 11, 12. 
• Iaa. niL 13. 

• Iaa. v. 18-22. 
• Iaa. i. 16, 17. 

• Iaa. i. 10-16 • • 
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that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes 1 Ye have turned my vineyard into a pasture; 
the spoil of the poor is in your houses. Now I will 
take away the hedge, and pull down the walls, that it 
may be trodden down.1 I will come to judgment 
with your elders and chiefs, and I will deal marvellously 
with this people; the wisdom of their wise men, and 
the understanding of the prudent shall be hid." 2 

After Isaiah had depicted the terrors of the day of 
judgment, the quaking of the earth, the creeping away 
and the death of sinners, in ·lively colours, he repre
sents the people as crying out: "Who of us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire, and the everlasting flame 1 " 
and then answers: "He that walkcthrighteously, and 
speaketh uprightly; who despiseth the gain of oppres
sions; that turneth his hands from holding of bribes, 
and stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; who taketh justice 
for his measuring line and .righteousness for his 
balance: he shall dwell on high; his place of defence 
shall be the munitions of the rock, and his waters 
shall not be dried up. Though your sins be red like 
searle_, they shall·be white as snow, if ye obey 
Jehovab." 8 

. With the death of Jotham the distress increased. 
Isaiah warns his people not to seek aid from Assyria . 
.. Wickedness," he cries, "burneth as fire; no man 
shall spare his fellow. He shall snatch on the right 
hand and be hUl)gry; and eat on the left hand and be 
unsatisfied. Mana.saeh shall eat Ephraim, and Ephraim 
Mana.sseh, and both together shall fall upon Judah. "" 
"Fear not," he says to king Ahaz, "neither be faint
hearted, for the two tails of these smoking firebrands ; 

1 loa. 1'. 4, Ii, 3, 14- I loa. xxis. 14-
I loa. xu:iii 14-16; i 18, 19. • loa. is. 17-20. 



THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL 

for the fierce anger of Rezin and the 
they shall not break open Jerusalem, 
before whose kings thou art afraid, shall soonnlfijjjjjjl;i'i 
desolate.' But with the razor that is hired beyond the 
river (Euphrates) the Lord will shear off thy head, and 
the hair of thy feet, and thy beard."· And when 
Ahaz refused to be restrained, Isaiah proclaimed: 
"Because Israel rejoices in Rezin and the son of 
Remaliah, the Lord will bring upon them the waters of 
the river strong and many. The stream shall come up 
over all his channels, and go over all his banks; the 
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be 
taken away before the king of Assyria. But the stream 
shall pass through Judah; it shall overflow and go over 
till it reaches even to the neck." 8 

"Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath Pilesar, king of 
Assyria," so the Books of Kings tell :us, "saying, I am 
thy servant and thy son; come up and save me out 
of the hands of the king of Aram (of Damascus) and 
the king of Israel. And Ahaz took the silver and 
gold that W811 found in the house of Jehovah, and in 
the treasures of the king's houRe,and sent a present to 
the king of Assyria. Then the king of Assyria gave 
ear to him. He marched out agai.mlt Damascus and 
took it, and carried away the inhabitants 10 Kir, and 
slew Rezin. And in Israel Tiglath Pilesar took Ijon 
and Abel-beth-Msachah, and Janoha, and Kedesh, and 
Hazor, and Gilead, the whole land of Naphtali, and 
led them away to Assyria. And Hos~as, the son of 
Elah, set on- foot a conspiracy against Pekah, and 
defeated him, and slew him, and was king in his place. 
But Ahaz went to Damascus to meet king Tiglath 
Pilesar.'" 

• Iaa. vii. 4. 6. 16. 
I !sa. viii. 4-8. 

I Iaa. vii. 20. 
~ 2 Kings ltV. 29. 30; xvi. 6-10. 



ISRAEL. 

The Assyrian list of rulers mentions for the year 
734 B.C. a campaign of Tiglath Pilesar against the 
land of the Philistines, and for the years 733 and 732 
B.C. campaigns of the king against Damascus. A 
fragment of the annals informs us that the army of 
Damascus was defeated; that their king Rezin (Rasun
nu) fied to the great gate of his city; that his captive 
generals were crucified; that the city was besieged; that 
Hadara, the house of the father of Rczin, was taken; 
that 591 places in 16 districts of the kingdom of 
Dama.~cus (Imirisu) were laid waste.1 A further 
fragment informs us that Tiglath Pilesar made himself 
master of the cities of Hadrach, Zemar, and Arka (the 
two ancient cities of the Phenicians on the coast, 
already known to us); that he reached the borders of 
the land of Omri (Israel); that Hanno, king of Gaza, 
fied to Egypt before the face of the warrior Tiglath 
Pilesar. Afterwards the fragment mentions the land 
of Omri, speaks of a sending or carrying away to 
.Assyria, and continues: "Pekah (Pakaha) their king 
they had slain. HoBeas (Husi) I made king over 
them."2 The inscription, which comprises the deeds 
of Tig1ath Pilesar down to the last year of his reign, 
mentions toward\! the end the princes of Assyria, who 
brought h1m tribute: Sibittibal of Byblus, Eniel of 
Barnath, Mattanbal of Arvad, Sanib of Ammon (Bit 
Ammanai), Salman of Moab, Mitinti of Ascalon, Ahaz 
of Jndah (Jauhazi, Jahudai), Kosrnalak of Edom, 
Hanno (HanqJl) of Gaza.3 . 

The attempt of Rezin of Damascus-and Pekah of 

I Frag. 10, in G. Smith, "Disc.' p. 282; E. Schrader, "K. A.. T." 
.. I.L 

• Frag. 12, in G. Smith, p. 224, 220; Rodwell, "llecord. of the 
Past," a, 62; E. Schrader, "K. A.. T." a. 145., 

• LL ;;7-62, in G. Smith, .. Disc." P. 262, 263; E. Schrader, loc. <il. 
a. 147. 
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Israel to break the rise of the Philistines and Edomites, 
and the power of the kingdom of Judah, fortified as 
it was and strengthened by Uzziah, led to important 
cOIll!equences, to the subjugation of Syria to Assyria 
throughout its whqle extent. When Ahaz called for 
help, Tiglath Pilesar turned against the enemies of 
Judah. The kingdom of Damascus, which for 120 
years had so powerfully withstood the Assyrians, 
succumbed after a struggle of two years. Tyre and 
Byblus had long paid tribute to Tiglath Pilesar, and 
now Aradus was compelled to recognise the supremacy 
of Assyria j Israel was overrun: the inhabitants of the 
northern towns--Ijon, Abel-beth-maacha, Hazor and 
Kedesh, and the dwellers in the land of Naphtali on 
the lakes of Merom and Genezareth, and of the land 
of Gilead-were carried away to Assyria. The eastern 
neighbours of Isracl and of the land of Gilead; the 
A=onites and Moabites, were driven to submit like 
the Edomites j the cities of the Philistines were 
conquered. With the subjugation of Ascalon and 
Gaza the Assyrian kingdom became the neighbour of 
Egypt. 

VOL, III. B 



CHAPTER III. 

THE PHARAOHS OF ~ANIS, BUBASTIS, AND NAPATA. 

AT t.he close of the fourteenth century B.C. Ramacs III. 
had secured Egypt against the attacks of the Libyans, 
Syrians, and Arabians. His successors of the same 
name remained peacefully within the borders of their 
land. Neither tradition nor monuments tell us of 
their campaigns. Two or three sepulchres in the 
rocks of Biban el :Moluk and some inscriptions give 
us their names, and inform us that these RameB8ids 
built at the temple of Chon at Thebes, that thcy 
maintained the dominion of Thebes up the Nile 88 far 
88 :Mt. Barkal down to the year 1100 B.C.l Of more 
importance' is tqe fact that under the successors of 
Ramses VI., the last rulers of the name of Ramses, who 
sat on the throne from the year 1200 to 1074 B.C., the 

. high-priests of Thebes obtained a position which formed 
a strong counterpoise to the power of the kings, and at 
length threw it into the back-ground, if it did not 
altogether remove it. In inscriptions in the temple of 
Chon, Herhor, the high-priest at the ti~e of Ramses 
XIII., receives the title of prince (Hi BUlen, kings son) 
of Cush, a title borne by the viceroys of Napata since 
Ramses IL They call him .. Commander-in-chief of 
the army in Upper and Lower Egypt;" and finally, 

1 VoL i. 179. 
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"Si-Amun" and" Si-Ra," and with these titles, which 
were borne by the Pharaohs, Herhor receives also the 
symbols of the king. It is also thought that the in
scriptions speak of tribute of the Retennu, i. e. the 
Syriaus, which he received.l It may be that Harhor 
rose to the throne after the death of Ramscs XII!., or 
that he reigned during his lifetime, or that he absolutely 
deposed him. Pianchi, the son of Herhor, is called in 
the monuments" High-priest of Ammon, Prophet of 
Mut, Commander of the cavalry of the king of Upper 
and Lower Egypt j" but the king, whose officer Pianchi 
was, is not mentioned. On the other hand, Pinotem, 
the son of this Pianchi, like Herhor, bears on the 
monuments the addition of a divine name" Miamun," 
after the manner of the Pharaohs, and royal symbols. 
A memorial stone of Thebes tells us that Mencheper
Ra, general-in-chief of the army of Upper and Lower 
Egypt, son of king Miamun Pinotem, marched out 
in the twenty-fifth year, i. e. in the twenty-fifth year 
of the reign of Pinotem, to Patores, i. e. Upper 
Egypt, in order to "restore peace in the land and 
punish the enemy." The families of Thebes received 
him with songs of joy j on the f01\11h intercalary 
day, on the feast of the birth of I~is, the majesty of 
AmIDOn, the king of the gods, was brought forth in 
procession; Mencheper-Ra implored the sanction of 
Ammon, that the banished-there were myriads of 
them-might be brought back, and the god gave his 
sanction. It ~ems then that the supre1nacy of the 
family of Herhor met with a violent resistance, and 
that Pinotem nevertheless found hinIself strong enough 
in the twenty-fifth year of his reign to publish an act 
of amnesty. Whether Pinotem's son, Mencheper-Ra, 

I Lepsiua, .. Abh. BorL Akad," 1858, s. 258; Brugach, .. Hiot. of 
Egypt," II. p. 193. 
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came to the throne, whether and how the race of the 
Ramessids became extinct, we do not know.1 But the 
period of the extinction of the Ramessids and of the 
priests of Thebes who contended with them for power, 
or shared it with them, we may place about the year 
1074 B.C. 

In Manetho's list the Ramessids are succeeded by a 
dynasty of seven princes, whQ belonged to the canton of 
Tanis (Zoan). Together they are said to have reigned 
over Egypt 114 years. The first prince of this house, 
Sl!lendes, must have ascended the throne about 20 years 
before the time when the people of Israel raised up Saul 
to be king. The chronology of the Hebrews allows us 
to establish the fact that the last prince of this house 
must have come to an end at least ten years before the 
middle of the tenth century! From this point (9uO 
B.C.), the period already mentioned as the length of the 
dynasty of the Tanites, carries us back to the year 
1074 for the date of the accession of Smendes. 

Since the expulsion of the Hyksos the central point 
of the kingdom had remained for more than 500 years 
at Thebes. With the accession of the Tanites it was 
removed to t1>e Delta. Henceforth it was never 
restored'oo Upper Egypt or to Thebes. Mter a reign 
of 26 years Smendes was succeeded by Psusennes, who 
sat on the throne for 46 years (1048-1002 B.C.). If 
it was Psusennes, who took into his protection the 
young son of the king of Edom, who was saved from 
David and 'Joab by the servants of .. his father, and 
gave him the sister of his wife in marriage,' it is the 
daughter of Amenophtis, the fonrth prince of this 
house (998-989 B.C.), which Solomon took to wife, 
whom he honoured above his other wives, and for 

I It ends in Brugsch, loco tiL n. 198, with Ramoee XVL 
sn.229,_ 'UIM. 
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whom he built a special house near his new palace 
(II. 185). Solomon remained on good terms with the 
successors of Amenophtis. Only a few shields have 
been preserved from the monuments of this dynasty in 
the ruins of Tanis; in these we can ~ecognise the name 
of 8mendes in the form of Si-Mentu, of Psusennes I. 
in the form Psiuncha, of Amenophtis in the form 
Amenemenkam, and lastly of Psusennes II. in the 
form Hor Psiuncha.1 

The last prince of this house, Psusennes II., was suc
ceeded in the YPM 960 B.C. by Sesonchis, the Ssheshonk 
of the monuments, the Shishak of the Hebrews. With 
him begins a new dynasty, which, according to Mane
tho's list, bblonged to the canton of Buoastis. In the 
~n Delta a considerable part of the population, 
at any rate since the time of the shepherd kings, waa 
of a. Semitic character. But families belonging to the 
nation of the shepherds were not all that remained 
from those periods; Semitic elements remained in the 
language and manners of the Egyptians, :md these 
certainly increased in importance owing to the cam
paigns of the 'futhmosis and Amenophis in Syria, the 
long settlement of the Hebrews in ~jJis district, the 
relations of Ramses II. ~o the Hittites; lastly, to the 
trade of the Phenicians, the friendly relation and lively 
intercourse which the Tanites maintained since Solo
mon's time with the kingdom of Israel: The names of 
the forefathers and descendants of Ssheshonk show that 
he belonged tQ.a Semitic family living in"the canton of 
Bubastis. His forefathers had risen under the Pharaohs 
of Tanis; his grandfather, whose name the grandson 
bore, had married a lady of distinction. The offspring 
of this marriage, Nemrut (Nimrod), was captain of the 
body-guard (Mashawasha), and bore the Semitic title, 

1 Yaspero reads Psiuncha; Brugach, Pisobkh .... 
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Ser a mat, i. e. sovereign; at any rate he is so named 
by his son Ssheshonk on a granite block at Abydus, 
which enumerates the funds supplied by the son for the 
libations poured to his father who is buried here
unless we have rather to recognise in this title as well 
as in tlie addition to it, .. prince of princes," titles of 
distinction subsequently transferred from the sen to 
the father.' In another inscription the same Sshcs}lOnk 
ealls his predecessor Psusennes II. king of Upper 
"Egypt; 2 a memorial stone of Selsilis mentions a 
double accession of Ssheshonk; the inscription on a 
statue of the Nile in the British Museum states that 
"king Hor Psiuncha married his daughter Rakamat to 
Osorkon, the son of Ssheshonk.8 Hence we may 
assume that Ssheshonk, the son of Nemrut, became a 
rival for the throne; that PSll88nncs IL was perhaps 
compelled to retire to Upper Egypt, whither Ssheshonk 
could not penetrate; that a compromise took place 
with Psusennes, the possessor of the throne, by means 
of this marriage, which secured the succession to 
Ssheshonk and his family; and that Ssheshonk subse
quently described his rebellion as his first aece88ion, 
and his aecessiqn after the death of Psuscnnes IL as 
his second.' 

1 In the unpubliahed inscription of Abydua in Brogacb, "IIist. of 
Egypt," II. p. 199. • Brogacb, We. cit. 11 p. 20.. • 

• According to Brngocb, Rakamat, or Kanunat, ..... not the wile of 
OBOTkon, but of s.beobonk, We. cit., p. 204. 

• To make Pitbut, s.beobonk, Nemrnt, and Sobcobunk 11, ...... n .. 
Panreebn .. or P..u..b-Nisu, kinga of A.ooyria, aDd plaoo 8 C<lDqueot of 
Egypt by Assyria at the end of the twenty-iirot' iiynasty (llrogacb, 
.. Hist. of Egypt,» 11 p. 198), beea""" Nemrnt or Nemarotb ill called 
on the stone of Abyd118 " &r a f7UJt,-.and 'I prince of princes, "a~ 
to me aboolutely impo_ib1e. How eon\d one of the Jringo of Allobar, 
wbo, in the service of Aoobur, Samaa, and Bin." overthrew the 
nations, allow bimoelf to be buried Dear Ooiria of Abydno ?-bow eon\d 
bi. SOil perform Ee'YPtian fuDerai rites for him there? The Boob of the 
~lcb"",:" mUBt ba .... preserved oome bowledge of a conqueet of Egypt 
111 the time ~f David 8I:.d &lomon, in the Iirot half of the tonlh ocntwy 
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However this may be, whether Ssheshonk in the 
first instance obtained the power over Lower Egypt 
only, whether he afterwards lost it, or whether he did 
not obtain the supremacy till after the death of Hor 
Psiuncha., 1 he took up a !iifferent position towards the 
kingdom of Judah from that occupied by the-dynasty 
of Tanis since the accession of Amenophtis. When flying. 
from Solomon, Jeroboam found refuge and protection 
with Ssheshonk. When after Solomon's death the ten 
tribes made Jeroboam their king, as against Rehoboam, 
Ssheshonk in the year B.C. 949 undertook the campaign 
against Judah which secured Jeroboam; he confirmed 
the division, caIned away spoil from Judah, and ex
hibited Israel in dependence on Egypt. The results of 
this campaign Ssheshonk caused to be set forth in the 
most splendid manner on the walls of the temple of 
Karnak, westward of the building which Ramses III. 
had here erected in the circuit-wall, (1.177). The picture 
displays the victorious Pharaoh, and the taxed places as 
bound figures in a long row (II. 233). Over the row 
of vanquished places we read that" the good god (the 
king) returned in peace, after defeating the nations of 
the North and South; that he led ho~e captive nations . 
-how could the annies of Assyria have come I<> Egypt except through 
Syria P Tiglath Pil .... r L, about 1100 B.O., I<>uched northern Syria 
merely in paesing; not till the ninth century did Assurnasirpal again' 
come ae far ae Mount Amanus and the coBOt of the Phenioians. and Shal
manesar ae far 88 Damaecue. A hundred yeare later Tiglath Pileear II. 
llret planted a IIrm foot in Syria. The Semitic (P) character of the nam .. 
of the princes ot:4he twenty-eecond dynasty. who al'b aleo dietmguished 
88 eager worehippere of the gods of Egypt, Be well Be the Semitic nation
ality of the eix or eight eervants, who, acoording I<> the .I<>ne of Abydus, 
were o.1lotted I<> the plots of ground for the funerul eervice of N emaroth 
at Abydua. ere oufIicientlyexpls.ined by what we know of the mingling 
of the population in the Western Delta, and of other Semitio influence 
in Egypt. ..---

I It ought perhaps I<> bo obeerved that Shishak (1 :jUDge xi. 40), is 
not co.1led Pharaoh, but Molok Mizmim. 
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who had never seen Egypt, that he spread the terror· 
of his name as far as the four pillars of the heavens." 
Ammon says to the king: .. My heart is glad, that I 
have seen thy victories. I have granted that the 
nations of the South shall be defeated and come to 
thee, and the nations of the North shall be subject to 
the greatness of thy name. Their kings throw them
selves on the belly, for they are stricken to the ground 
in their vallies. I have known the splendour of thy 
thoughts; thou hast carried out the work of my temple 
at Thebes, the brilliant place, which my heart loves; 
thou hast begun to build in Hermonthis aml Hclio
l'Olis." 1 We see what achievements the inscriptions of 
the Pharaohs can make out of a plundering excursion 
into the south of Syria: the nations of the North and 
of the South are overcome; the terror of Ssheshonk is 
spread to the pillars of the sky. 

Besides this picture of his victories on the outer 
wall, Ssheshonk erected a kind of entrance porch to 
the southern court of the great temple at Karnak. 
The inscriptiollil on the architrave of this porch tell us 
that Ssheshonk had given command to enlarge the 
temple of Ammon; that he had made the city of Thebes 

. t~ live again.' bn a memorial stone in the quarries 
of Selsilia, the goddess Mut places the king, "the great 
conqueror of all nations," accompanied by his son 
Aupoth,' before Ammon of Thebes, Ra.-Harmachu of 
Heliopolis, and Ptah of Memphis. The inscription 
says: .. That ill the divine benefactor; Jla wears his 
~hape; he is the iI!lage of Harmachu. Ammon has 
placed him on the throne, in order to complete what 
he had begun, in the occupation of Egypt for the 
second time. This is king Ssheshonk; he caused a 

1 Bmgoch. •• Hist. d'Egypte," P. 22~. 
• Brop:b, "Hist. d'Egypte,· p. 222. • OthenJaid Shuput. 
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new quarry to be opened for the begrn.'ning of a 
structure. Of such a nature is the kindness which he 
has shown to his father, Ammon Ra.." Then Ssheshonk 
himself says: "It is a beautiful thing to work for 
Ammon. Grant me a long reign for that which I 
have done. I have caused.a new quarry to be opened 
for him for the beginning of a work. The high priest 
of Ammon has carried it out, Aupoth the highest 
captain of the most famous army, the first of all the 
warriors of Patores, the son of Ssheshonk." 1 The 
archi~t also, who had to erect the portico, Horemsaf, 
mentions this task in an inscription at Selsilis. In the 
twenty-first year, i. e. in tbe twenty-first year of the 
reign; Ssheshonk had commanded him to obtain the 
best stones of Selsilis, in order to erect buildings for tbe 
king of the gods, and to surround them with a strong 
wall." 

Ssheshonk was succeeded by his Bon Osorkon, the 
husband of the daughter of Psusennes II., the last king 
of the preceding dynasty. It is supposed that in him 
we may discover the Cushite Serach, who, according to 
the Books of Chronicles, invaded the kingdom of Judah 
in the fifteenth year of king Asa, i. e. in 918 B.C., but was 
defeated by him at Maresa (II. 233).' The monuments 
of . Egypt only mention to us the names of the two 
wives of Osorkon. Osorkon was followed by Takeloth, 
OSOl."kon II., Ssheshonk II., Takeloth II., Ssheshonk 
III., Pimai, and Ssheshonk IV. No monuments of 
these kings.~ave come down to us ellCept memorial 
stones in the tombs of the Ap~ on the plateau of 
Memphis. These memorials show tha.t tbe regulations 
of Ssheshonk 1. to give to one of his sons the office of 

I Brugoch, "1Jist. of Egypt," n. 212. 
I According to Manetho'.list, Seeonchis reigned 21 years. 
• Brugech, loc. oil. II. p. 198 •. 
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high priest at Thebes, and with this office to combine 
the command of divisions of the army, and to put 
other divisions of the army in the hands of other 
members of the royal house-regulations obviously 
intended to strengthen the power of the throne-were 
observed by his successors. We find the sons of his 
successors as high priests of Thebes and Memphis, WI 

eo=anders of the troops of Thebes, Hermopolis, and 
Heracleopolis, as "princes (i. e. leaders) of the Maaha
waaha." 1 We remember the struggles which the ~arlie8t 
successors of Ramses II. had to carry on against the 
Libyans, especially against the Mashawasha, or Maxyians. 
From the time of Ramses III. the body-guard of the 
Pharaohs seems to have con.~isted mainly of Lihyans, 
especially of Mashawasha; the warrior caste of Egypt 
appears to have been chiefly kept up and supplemented 
by Libyans. The father of Ssheshonk was, as observed, 
the captain of the lfashawasha. Sshesltonk, the son of 
080rkon II. (afterwards SshesholJk 11.), as high priest 
of Memphis buried in the twenty-third year of the reign 
of his father an Apis,whohad died in that year. Take
loth, the son of this Ssheshonk II. (afterwards Take10th 
11.), was high pri~st of Ammon of Thebes. In the fif
teenth yeM of the reign of his father a rebellion broke 
out in the cantons of the South and North. He fought 
without ceasing for many years at the side of his father, 
and gained victories over the rebels. 2 According to the 
Apia-stones, Ssheshonk IlL reigned more than 50 years. 
In the t\\"'enty~ighth year of his reign an A~~ was born, 
which lived 26 yeru:!'> and was buried in the second year 
of king Pimai under the superintendence of Petise, the 
son of the high prieet of Memphis, Takeloth, and the 
royal princess Thisbastir. The successor of this Apis, 
which was discovered in the same year of king Pimai, 

• Chabu, "Hi:IaDgut,"Ser.2,pp. 73-107. 
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died in the fourth year of Ssheshonk IV., a third in the 
eleventh, and a fourth in the thirty-seventh year of the 
same reign. 1 -

According to Manetho's list, the nine princes of this 
dynasty of Bubastis reigned altogether 120 years; but 
the sum of the reigns, according to the items in the list, 
only reaches 116 years. The years of the reigns given 
on special occasionl!, on the monuments mentioned, give 
at least 150 years for six alone of these nine princes. 
If we. maintain the assertion of Manetho, the dynasty 
of the Bubastites reigned from the year 960 B.C. to the 
year 840 B.C.; if we calculate the length of the rule 
of this dynasty according to the generations of the 
princes, then, even if the'length of each generation is 
taken only at 20 years, they must at least have reigned 
180 years, i. e. from 960 to 780 B.C.2 That the rule 
of the Bubastites ended about the year 780 B.C., at any 
rate in the minds of the ehronographers who have 
preserved Manetho'slist in the excerpt, follows from the 
fact that our excerpts put the celebration of the first 
Olympian festival in the reign of Petubastis, the prince 
who immediately succeeds the Bubastites. We may 
therefore assume that the Bubastites reigned over 
Egypt from· the year 960 to about tte year 780 B.C. 

The successors of Petubastis of Tanis, whose date 
thus falls about the year 775 B.C., are, according to 
Manetho,Osorkon (the third of this name), Psammus, 
and Zet. Diodorus tells us of a Tnephaehtus, king 
of Egypt, lv,ho carried on war with too ArabI!. One 
day, when in the dflsert, there was a lack of thc means 
of subsistence, and Tnephachtus after a day of fasting 

1 LopsiWl, "Abh. BerL Akad. Phil. Rist. KIasee," 1866, .. 264. 
Mariette. "Bull. Archholog. Athen. Freno." 1866, pp. 93, 98-100. 

I Cp. Von Gutachmid, "Beitrage zur Geschichte dee alton Oriente,» 
s. 164, "']q. 
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enjoyed so highly a scanty meal, that he abominated 
luxury, and cursed the king who first introduced it. 
So earnest was he with this curse that he had it en
grayed in sacred characters in the temple of Zeus at 
Thebes.' Plutarch also tells us: On a campaign against 
the Arabs the baggage was left behind. and 'l'echnactis 
(Tnephachtus) gladly satisfied himself with the food 
which was at hand, and when hesubspquently fell into 
a deep sleep on the straw, he was so pleased with this 
simple mode of life that he cursed Menes who first 
seduced tbe Egyptians from a simple and parsimonious 
mode of life, and caused this curse to be engraved on 
a memorial stone, with tbe sanction of tbe priests.' 
'ffle son of this Tnephachtus is called Bocchoris by 
Diodorus and Plutarch; Manetho's list puts a king 
Bocchoris after 7,ct, and describes bim as belonging to 
the district of Sais. The date of Bocchoris is fixed by 
the fact that the seventh celebration of the Olympian 
games, i. e. the year 752, occurred during bis reign.- If 
Petubastis.reigned, as we saw, about the ycar 775 B.C., 

and Bocchoris ascended the throne about 753 B.C., the 
date of his father Tnephachtus, wbo is not mentioncd 
in Manetho's list (he must be meant by the Zet of the 
list), will ftUl in t'he period between 770 and 753 B.C. 

We can only assume that Tnephachtus, in the time 
of Petubastis or Osorkon IlL who succeeded Petub3Bti~, 
rebelled against the .reigning Pharaoh, and obtain('d the 
power, and that the list of Manetho has passed him ovcr 
as the opponcllt of the legitimate prinCCi!.-. All a fad 
we shall find that other nsurpers beside Tnel'hacbtu8 
rose up -beside and against Petuhastis and Osorkon ; 
that OdOrkon was restricted to Buuastis, and 3B the 

1 Diod. 1, 41i. 
I Pluto. "de!sid." Co 8; d. Athenama, P. 418. 
• l<»epb. "Co Apionem," 2, 2, 6. 
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inscriptions of Thebes mention Psammus (Psimut) we 
may further suppose that he retired from Tanis, where 
Manetho'slist places him, to Upper Egypt. 

The extinction of the military vigour of Egypt under 
the later RameBBids, the formation of the body-guard 
and army of Libyan mercenaries, bore its natural fruit. 
The disruption of the state-power, which thus begun 
as early as the later Bubastites, led under Petubastis 
and Osorkoll IlL .to the complete ruin of the kingdom. 
The commanders of the army in the districts, and no 
doubt other men of great position and ~bition, threw 
off obedience, made themselves independent, and 
supported by their soldiers gained an independent 
power. Nine hundred years after the expulsion of the 
shepherds the ancient kingdom broke up into a series 
of separate dominions. A memoriul stone discovered 
in the remains of Napata, near Mount Barkal, displays 
to us quite a different picture of the condition of Egypt 
about the middle of the eighth century from that which 
we should imagine when we read in Manetho an appar
ently unbroken succession of Pharaohs. On that stone 
Osorkon is indeed mentioned, but only as king of the 
city of Bubastis. Beside him we find Petisi of Athribis 
(west of Buballtis), Anchor of Sesennu ~ermopolis 
minor), Nimrod (Nemrut) of Sesennu (Hermopolis 
major, now Ashmunein), Ssheshonk of Busiris, Pefabast 
of Chnensu (Heraclea major), Pithenef of Pisabtu; 
fourteen or fifteen princes, and among them Tafnecht 
(Tnephachtlls) of Saia. It is clear {rom this- that 
Petubastis and Osorkon were not able to maintain the 
royal authority; that Osorkon was limited to Bubastis ; 
the chiefs of the rest of the land stood beside him 
with equal right and equal power. The same memoriul 
teaches us that Tnephachtus of Saia gained Memphis ; 
that he undertook to. subjugate the remaining princes 
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to his supremacy. He BucceE,lded in forcing king 
. Osorkon and the chiefs of Upper Egypt into obedi

ence; they recognised in him their superior; and he 
attempted to make even the prinees of Upper Egypt, 
i. e. the Begs of the Mamelukes in that region, his 
vassals. 

The Amenemha and Sesurtesen had once Carried the 
southern border of Egypt to Semne and Kumne. After 
them the Tuthmosis and Amenophis forced their way 
as far as Mount Barkal; Lower as well as Upper Nubia 
became a province of Egypt. The Ramessids had 
maintained this province, and governed it by viceroys. 
Amenophis III. and Ramses II. filled Nubia as far as 
Mount Barka! with their temples; thus the worship 
observed in Egypt became dominant in Nubia also, 
especially the worship of the god Ammon, whom Upper 
Egypt and the Pharaohs of Thebes regarded as the 
highest deity. With the religious worship, and the 
government of Egyptian magistrates, the language, 
alphabet, and manners of Egypt became current in 
Nubia, although the people retained their ancient 
tongue. After a continuance of 500 years, when the 
Egyptian power began to sink under the later P.ames
sids, and the high priests of Am~on at Thebes 
rose against them,-before the year 1100 B.C. the 
supremacy of Egypt over the South became extin
guished. The high priest Herhor is the last who 
bears the title of .. King's son of Cush;" under 
the Tanites, Smendes and his suceessors, the monu. 
ments no longer mention any viceroy of 1::ush.1 We 
may, therefore, assume that Nubia was 8J! independ
ent state from the year 1100 B.C. onwards. Yet the 
long continuance of the Egyptian rule bad caused the 
style and civilisation of Egypt to strike firm roots 

J Mariette, .. Revue ArcheoJog." 1866, 12, 178. 
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here. The city, which was adorned by Amenophis 
III. and Ramses IL with splendid buildings; the Neb 
(N apata) of the hieroglyphics, the Merua or Berua of the 
native language, was the seat of the princes of the new 
state, in which, before as after, the style, worship, and 
writing of Egypt was predominant; the language also, 
which the new monarchy used in its documents, was the 
language of Egypt. The name of the first independent 
ruler of Napmta, the king of Ethiopia, as the Greeks 
call him, whom we know, is mentioned in the memoria;l 
stone already spoken of. The name and attribute are 
Egyptian: Pianchi Miamun.' In the twenty-first 
year of his reign, in the month Thot, so the memorial 
tells us, it was announced to king Pianchi that Tne
phachtus of Sais and Memphis had posaesaed himself 
of the whole of the land of the West. " The princes 
and lords of the cities are like dogs before his feet. 
All princes who reoognise his power, these he allows to 
remain, each in his own canton, as lords and princes 
of the cities." The princes in Upper Egypt who were 
not yet subject to Tafnecht, sent to Pianchi " messages 
continually, whether he also would wish to know 
nothing of the land of the South," i. e. whether he also 
was inclined to abandon Upper Egypt" to Tafnecht. 

The condition of Egypt was thus inviting enough to 
induce a power, strongly established in the South, to 
extend its dominion to the North, at least over Upper 
Egypt. Upper Egypt was naturally from an ancient 
period in closer relation to Nubia andoNapata than 
Lower Egypt. The removal of the residence and centre 
of the kingdom to Lower Egypt at the ·time of the 

1 Pianchi is also called the son of the high priest Harhor (p. 61). 
But thie ooincidenae does not oompel us to exp1ein the kings of N apat& 
... d""""ndanta of that Harhor who lived 400 yeara before Pianchi of 
NaPIL!&. 
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Tanites and Bubastites must have contributed to 
awaken anew the old opposition between the upper and 
lower land: and in its turn, when Tafnecht had got 
the upper hand in Lower Egypt, and forced his way to 
Upper Egypt, this opposition strengthened the wish to 
seek Rupport and protection. on the upper Nile, before 
submitting to a Saite, a prince of Lower Egypt. 

King Pianchi sent his army to aid the princes of 
Upper Egypt. According to the memorial stone 
Tafneeht, who with his vassals awaited the Ethiopians 
at Chnensu (Heracleopolis major), was defeated. 'l'he 
Ethiopians then turned upon _Ashmunein, which was 
defended against them by its prince, Nemrut. Here, 
however, as the stone admits, they suffered a severe 
defeat. At the beginning of the next year, Pianchi 
himself set forth, celebrated the fedtival of Ammon 
at Thebes, commenced the regular siege of Ashmunein 
by throwing up a wall of circumvallation, and then 
for three days bombarded the city. Then Nemrut 
besought Pianehi to receive him among his servants 
and accept his tribute. Pianchi marched into the city, 
sacrificed to the god and lord of the dty, " to his father 
Thot," bulls, calves, and birds; and the people of Ash
munein sang: "Beautiful is the Horus, who dwells in 
his city, the son of Ra, Pianchi; and Pianchi repaired 
to the house of king Nemrut, to his treasury and the 
house of his possessions." When Nemrut had sur
rendered to Pianehi, Pefabast of Chnensu also appeared 
with gifts. with gold, silver, precions stones, and horses, 
threw himself on the ground before Yumchi, and said: 
" Hail to thee, Horus, mighty Bull I I am snnken in 
darkness; give clearness to my countenance; I will be 
a servant together with my .snbjects, who will bring 
presents!' When four other cities had opened their 
gates. Pianchi appeared with his ships before Memphis, 
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and promised to spare the inhabitants of the city: 
"the children should not weep" if they opened thq 
gates to him; he would merely sacrifice to Ptah an~ 
the gods of Memphis. Tafnecht threw 8000 of h~ 
warriors into the city. Yet )?ianchi succeeded in taking 
the city from the harbour in open battle; "many wer~ 
slain, many captured alive;;' Pianchi caused the temples 
to be protected; purified himself, and offered a great 
sacrifice "to his father Ptah." Then Aupoth and all 
the princes of Lower Egypt submitted, and Pianchi 
marched to On (Heliopolis) ; and on the height near On, 
in the sight of Ra at his rising, he offered a great sacri
fice, and went into the temple to behold the god in the 
Benben chamber. " He was alone; he undid the bars, 
and opened the doors, and beheld his father Ra, and 
the morning barque of Ra, and the evening barque of 
Tum. Then he closed the doors and sealed them." 
After this, Osorkon (of Bubastis) and Petise (of Ath
xibis) submitted. Tafpecht himself Ilent a messenger 
to Pianchi; he could not stand before his fire; Pianchi 
may receive his possessions for his treasury. Pianchi 
-on his part trent the "leader of the prayers" and his 
chief captain, and Tafnecht took the oath: "he would 
not transgress Pianchi's commands, nbr dis~egard his 
-words; he would do no harm to any prince against his 
will; he would do according to the words of Pianchi." 
Then the ships were laden with silver, gold, copper, 
and other good things of Lower Egypt, and Pianchi 
went up the stream, and the dwellers on tije bank sang: 
"0 royal conqueror, thou hast come, and hast smitten 
Lower Egypt; thou makest the men to be women. 
Thy work will contiilue, thou king and friend of 
Thebes." 1 

• 1 D. lloug6, .. M~moire eur une inscript. de Piankhi;" Brugach, 
.. Hiat. of Egypt," L 129; n. 243, 247. 
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This campaign of Pianchi from Napata, the first 
attempt of a ruler of Ethiopia to possess himself of 
Egypt, must be placed about the year 760 B.O.l We 
can hardly contest the successes which the memorial 
stone ascribes to Pian chi. Pian chi as a fact took 
Chnenau and Memphis; he reached Heliopolis; most of 
the vassals of Tnephachtus paid homage to him. But 
Pianchi's own narrative does not maintain that he took 
Sais, and that Tnephachtus appeared before him. He 

. makes a treaty with Tnephachtus; he is contented 
that Tnephachtus recognises his supremacy, and at once 
turns back to Ethiopia with the presents or tcibute of 
the vassals of 'fnephachtus. From this it follows that 
Tnephachtus maintaincd the Lower Delta; that Pian chi 
either made no vigorou~ attempt to conquer this dis
trict, or was unable to conquer it; that he did not 
believe that he could maintain his position permanently 
in Egypt, and therefore was content with a recognition 
of his supremacy. In any case, after Pianchi's retire
ment, Tnephachtus re-established his power over the 
princes of these districts; he must even have ex
tended it further to the south, tban was tbe case before 
Pianchi's campaign, if, as Diodorus states, be set up 
inscriptiQDS in lhe temple of Zeus, i. e. of Ammon, at 
Thebes, and could bequeatb the sovereignty over Egypt 
to his son. The position which· Manetho'slist and the 

I I have shown above that Petubastis came to the thnme .bout the 
year 715 D.c., and Bocchoria, the son of Tnepbacbto., .bout 763 BoO; 
Tnepbaebtus, therefore, must be placed in the time between 770-763 
D.c' Tbus the <time of the campaign of Piaw:hi ;. fixed. To throw 
back the campaign nearly 100 yean ;. Dol poMIible, owing to tbe 
mention of Oaorlron, the ........ of N emrut, Bobeohonk, Peti.oo, "hich 
belong to the bouae of the Bubastiteo, IIDd the date of Tnepbaebtua. 
Hthe lists of Aamrbauipalmention. Bobesbonk of Bnairis,. Tafnecht 
-Dol of &is, but of Bum or Bnnnbu: • Pefabast, not of Cbuenn but 
of Zoan-the _pp..anmce of u,-, nameo .... be expJainecl by the 
6d that u,-, d)'ll88tie Iamilieo have olao been Jlft*lTed IIIIIDDg the 
Ethiopians (p. 72). 
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accounts of Western nations give to bis son Bocchoris, 
is in favour of the 8.SfIertion, that T)lephachtus suc
ceeded in subjugating all Egypt to his power. It is 
easily conceivable that to such a vigorous and indomi
table warrior the ceremonial and the splendour of the 
Pharaohs' table and kitchen, the royal bed-chambers 
ind couches, were highly distasteful. 

Of Bocchoris, the son of Tnephachtus, "the wise, the 
celebrated in song:' who succeeded his father in the year. 
753 B.C., Athenreus tells us that he lived as simply as 
his father.' Diodoms narrates that he was of a very 
weak body, but surpassed all his forefathers in acutemiss 
of mind: bis decisions were so excellent that many 
were quoted even in his day. The Egyptians reckoned 
the wise Boechoris as their fourth law.giver; he founded 
the laws of the monarchy, and from himproeeeded the 
rules about debt and contract.· Anyone who borrowed 
money without a written contract was to be free of the 
dcbt if he swore that he owed nothing; anyone who 
advanced money on 'a written document could not 
receive back more than the capital and an equal value 
in interest. Only the property, not the person, of the 
debtor could be claimed by the creditQr.8 A decision 
of Bocchoris is preserved in Plutarch. An 'Egyptian 
youth was seized with love for the courtezan Thonis, 
who demanded a great sum of money. Then he dreamt 
that he . had enjoyed her love, and his 'desire ceased; 
but she claimed the hire agreed upon before a court of 
law. When Bocchoris heard the plaint ~e orderEld the 
defendant to put the sum of money demanded into a 
jar, to take this in his hand, a.nd carry it backwards and 
forwards. 'I.'he courtezan was to cling to the shadow: 
fancy was the shadow of reality.. In another passage 

1 AthelllllUS, p. 418; Diad. 1, 14. 
I Diad. 1,19. 

• Diod. I, 94. 
• Pluto "Demetr." 0. 21. 

1'2 
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Plutarch narrates tha.t when Bocchoris was in an angry 
mood, isis sent him an adder, that he might wind it 
round his head, and when overshadowed by it, give 
just judgment; an anecdote which obviously contains 
the explanation given by the Greeks of the Urreus
diadem of the Pharaohs; though the connection (1f the 
story with Bocchoris spea.ks for his fame as a judge, a 
fame which he enjoyed aniong the Greeks, even 
at the time of Alexander, on the ground of Egyptian 
tradition. All these statements show that the .. much 

. sung" Bocchoris1 was in the recollection of the Egyptians 
a ruler who again restored the royal power, fixed its 
conditions and preserved them by his judicial decisions ; 
who brought about order and justice in all the trans
actions of life during a period of disturbance and con
fusion. This description is not belied by the statement 
which is also made, that he was covetous of money.z 
The crown was certainly not in a position to diapcnse 
with means, when mercenaries had become of such 
prime importance in Egypt. 

We know nothing of any deeds of Bocchoris in war. 
We only find that he looked inactively on the great 
change which tqok place in Syria in the last decade of 

. his reigm When Asssyria planted her fl>()t ever more 
firmly in Syria (p. 38), the eyes of Israel were directed 
to Egypt. When Gaza, the most southern fortress of 
Palestine, fell into the hands of the Egyptians, and the 
prince BOught protection in Egypt (p. 48), we hear 
nothing of ahy arrangements of Boechoris. No doubt 
he found himself threatened by a neighbour Dearer and 
more dangerous. There are no monuments of Bocchoris 
in existence, with the exception of the sarcophagus of an 
Apia, whieh stood in the SaDle chamber in which was. 

I Alli&D. "1Iist. An.. 12, 3. 
'Diod.l,IK. 
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placed the Apis which died in the thirty-seventh year 
of Ssheshonk IV. The name of the king is here Boken
ranef.1 This burial of the sacred bull of Memphis in 
the traditional manner contradicts the narratives of the 
Western writers, that Bocchoris did not observe the 
prescripts of religion, and caused the sacred white bull 
of Ra at Heliopolis to fight against a wild bull, a pro
ceeding which caused a rebellion among the Egyptians.' 
Ststement!!! of this kind, like the 'stories of portents, 
which happened in his time,-that a goat spoke, that a 
lamb was born with eight feet, two tails, two heads, 
and two horns, and spoke,8-areintended no doubt to 
supply a motive for and prepare the blow which fell 
upon Egypt and Bocchoris, and which the Iring's 
wisdom and justice could not prevent. 
. What Pianchi was unable to carry out WILS accom
plished by his second successor, Sabakon.' From the 
books of Manetho nothing has been preserved beyond 
the observation, that Sabakon the Ethiopian took 
Boccboris prisoner in war, and caused him to be burnt 
alive; Herodotus tells us that Sabakon, the king of the 
Ethiopians, marched througb Egypt with a mighty 
army of his people, and the king of Egypt (Herodotus 
calls him Anysis) fled into the marshe! Sab,akon was 
a ·mild ruler, and did not punish any Egyptian with 
death. Those who had eommitted an offence, he eon
demned to raise the dams which Sesostris had caused 

I Mariette, •• Bab. Ath .... Franc." p. 68-62. 
• lElian. .. Hist. h," 11, 11. I lElian. ~. cit 12. 3. 
• n. Bougol ... l.Ulangee d'Arch60L" I, 37, conclud .. from the 

monumenta of Tirhaka end the .tatu. of Ameniritis. that Kaohta suc>
ceeded Pis.nchi, that Beba.kon end the others are ohildren of Kaohta (P) 
According to Brugecb the .1m in Shaba.ke and Shabataka is the attached 
articl. of the Barsbra language. Henae it is explained how Saba(ka) 

• oan become Beveh among the H.brewe. or Sabhi among the Assyrian •• 
Of. Opport ... M~moirs sur lao rapporte d.l'Egypta et d. \.Asayri .... p. 
12-14. 
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to b~ thrown up lound the cities, according to the 
measure of the offence, and thus the. cities of Egypt 
became far higher; "aud highest of all, in my opinion," 
Herodotus adds, ".was the city of Bubastis."l "Though 
by birth an Ethiopian," sayil Diodorus of Sabakon, .. he 
surpassed his predecessors in piety and gentleness. Of 
this it is sufficient proof that he did away with the 
severest penalty, the penalty of death, and caused 
those who were condemned to death to perform task· 
work in chaius in the cities, since he was of opinion 
that the reduction of the punishment would not only 
be an advantage to the condemned persons, but also 
bring great advantage to the cities." By these task· 
labourers he caused many ddmB to be raiscd, and many 
needful canals to be cut.! With the gcntleness of 
Sabakon, thus praised by Herodotus and Diodorus, 
the statement of Manetho, that he burnt Bocchoris 
alive, and the statement of Herodotus, that he put to 
dcath Necho of Saia, do Dot very well agree. 

The last Bubastites, Petubastis and Osorkon, had 
Dot beeD able to maintain the power of the crown 
against· the lords of the districts, and the brave and 
skilful attempt to restore the power of the Pharaohs 
made bX TlleJ1hachtus and Bocchoris was wrecked. 
After Bocchoris succumbed to the Ethiopians in the 
year' 730 B.C.3 Egypt obeyed a foreign ruler. The 

I Herod. 2. 137-141. • Diod. 1, 46, 6Il. 
I I have already been able to fix the end of the l1ameoaido, the dato 

of the Taniteo ad Bubastiteo, by the date of the """';00 of BIWohat 
in the Hebrew reclroning; the 1ength of the dynasty of the Taniteo in 
Manetho; and the length of the Bubastiteo as corrected by the IIIDIlU· 

menta, and the syncluonism of the &nit Olympiad for Petubaotie. Fur 
V1e period from the end of the Bubastiteo to the........wn of Sabatou, 
the important points .... the oeveuth Olympiad for llocchoria, ""d the 
saroopbague of the A.pia of Botmmmel. U lIoccboria c:ame to the 
thnmo in the yea< 763 B.C., Sabeobont IV. died in the y_ 7/JO B.C. ; if 
this ...... the thirty ...... enth or thirty-eighth of hio reign, the...-..or of 
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king of Napata. was also the· Pharaoh of Egypt; 
Egypt and Meroe were united.. The chief importance 
of the change thus accomplished lay in the fact that 
the valley of the Nile, from the mouths as far as 
the Apia buried in the thirty-eeventh year of Swsboilk migbt certainly 
live to the year 748, the sixth year of Boccboris aooording to my 
reckoning. It is decisive for Sebakon's accession in Egypt that Hoshea 
ot Ierael undoubtedly ascended the throne in 73411.0. (p. 16, noto; 48). 
Sh&lma.nsear IV. of Assyria marcbod against Ierael in ~e year 726 B.C., 
when he had discovered the conspiracy of Hoshea with Seveh (Sebakon, 
p. 69). Hoshea must, thereto"" bave negotiated with Seveh in 727 B.O. 

at thelateet, and probably earlier. Sebakon must bave been previously 
eetablisbod on tbe throne of Egypt. He cannot, tberefore, bave con
quered Egypt later thau 730 B.o. Bocchoris therefore ralgnod 23 years 
(163-730 B.O.); the time which Manstho allote to Boochoris, six years, 
ia too short for the completion of his legis1stion and the attainment of 
tbat fame B8 a legislator which he left behind him, aoocrding to the 
account of the <heoks. That Tirbaka reigned over Meroe and Egypt 
in the year 702 at the latoat, ia proved by the batt10 of Eltokeh, which 
was fougbt in 701 B.O. (p. 125). If Seveh, who negotiated with Hosh ... , 
ia supposed to be Sabotaka, the oonqnest of Egypt by Sabakon must be 
put in the year 739. The Apia discovered in the twenty-sixth year of 
Tirbaka and buried in the twentieth year of Psemmetichus, shows thet 
according to the chronology of that poriod, Psammetiohus WB8 regarded 
... the immediate sucoeseor of Tirboka. Aooording to the reign of 64 
years allotted to him by Herodotus and Manetho, Psammetichus begins 
in 664 B.O., sin .. his death ia fixed with .. rta.inty in 610 B.C. IfTirbaka'e 
reign over Egypt began in the year 703 B.a., the year 678 would bo the 
twenty-sixth of his reign; the Apia lived down to the twentieth yoor 
of the reign of Psemmetiohus, i. .. .dDwn to the YJl"l' 646 B.O.-conse
qnently 30 years, an age (the number on the inecription,is illegible), 
which even a _ llBr8fully tended bull migbt attain. Tirbaka reigned 
Irom. '103 to 664 B.a., .... 39 yea... If theliate of Manetho, aoocrding 
to our excerpte, allow him only 18 yea .. (Synoollus gives 20), this ia 
obviously due to the fact that the reigns of Stephinatoo, Nechepsus, 
and Necho, who ought to stand side by side with Tirhaka, with ooven, 
six, and sight years, i .•. with 21 years in a1l, are deduetod from the 
reign of Tirbaka, in order to p1soo theoo three prin'" after him. To 
the pred ........ of Tirhaka, Sabakon and Sebichus, Manetho allows 
sight and fourteen y...... The monnmente of Egypt show thet Sabakon 
reigned at 1088t 12 years; Sabokon must, therefore, aooording to these 
datoa, have begun to reign in Egypt not later then 729 B.O. (664 + 39 
+ 26~ The Aeeyrian mannmeDte show that Sabakon fought with 
Sargon at Baphia in the year 720 B.O., and his 1U000000r negotiated 
.with him; thet Tirbaka fought with Sennacherib in Syria in 701 B.O., 
and that he was at war with Assurbanipal about tho year 666 B.O. 
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Dongola, was united into one state; that the warlike 
power of Egypt, which had become extinct under the 
later Ramcssids, and then was replaced by Libyan 
mercenaries to the ruin of Egypt, was now replaced by 
the unspent vigour of the Ethiopians; and the com
bination of the latter with the rich means and re
sources of Egypt availed to strengthen the country 
considerably, and restore her to her previous position. 
For the internal condition of Egypt the new sovereignty 
brought hardly any other change than this, that the 
rulers now found a strong point of support in their 
own land. The dynasties whicb, so far as we can see, 
Tnephacht1;Ul and Boechoris overcame or removed, we 
find again at the head of their districts under the 
Ethiopians. It is possible that oppressed or expelled 
families among these invited or supported Sabakon's 
invasion of Egypt, just as in the precediIig generation 
the princes of Upper Egypt summoned Pianchi to 
support them against the father of Boechoria. That 
sovereigns and hereditary lords were at the head 
of the districts of Egypt under Sabaka and his suc
cessors of Meroe is beyond a doubt. Thus the rule 
of Sahakon and his Ethiopian successors might appear 
as a restOJ;ation Of the old state of affairs in contrast to 
the innovations of Tnephachtus and Bocchoris, and 
the more so, as these rulers jealously adopted the 
national worship. _ We saw how earnest Pianehi was 
in visiting the temples of Egypt; how he offered 
sacrifice to hill father Thot, his Cather Ptah, his father 
Ra, and saw the last in his shrine at Heliopolis; the 
memorial stone even assures us that of the princcs 
wbo submitted to him he allowed thOi!e only to come 
into his presence at that time who had eaten no fish, 
i. e. who strictly observed the rules of purification. It 
was the reverence of the priests, the participation in . 
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the worship, the correct behaviour, in which Sabakon 
and his Ethiopian successors come forward as genuine 
followers of the Pharaohs, which appear to have won 
for Sabakon-who is to the Greeks the representative 
of the Ethiopian dynasty-that reputation for gentle~ 
ness and justice which Herodotus and Diodorus repeat 
from the tradition of the Egyptians. At the temples 
at Memphis,l at Luxor, and Karnak, Sabakon undertook 
works of restoration. His name and title here are 
Raneferka Shabaka. On the pillars of the main gate
way at Karnak the goddess Hathor embraces him; the 
inscription on this gate describes him as "the good 
god, the giver of life for ever, like the sun," and de
.clares that he has received the tribute of the negroeS, 
and the tribute of the Chalu, i. e. the inhabitants of 
Palestine. How the latter statement is to be explained 
will become clear afterwards; we shall see that Sabakon 
had much better reason to be silent about the events 
in Syria than to boast of them. 

Sabakon died in the year 717 B.C.,' and left the 
empire over Napata and Egypt to his own son Sebichus, 

I Goodwin in Ohabll8, "}Ulan!!""," 1, 249 fl. 
• Among the Hebrews, the king with whom Hoehee of Israel (734-

722 B.O), negotiatee ;" oaJled Seveh (So). Sargon'. inscriptione name tbe 
opponent against whom he fought at Raphia in the year 728 D.O. "Babhi, 
Bar of the land of Muzur,' and also " Sabhi Biltannu of Muzur." The 
ill8Oription of Karnak givee Babakon'. (Bhaba.ka's) twelfth year; we 
mwrt, therefore, although Manetho·. list allows him only eight Y"", 
aaaume that flabakon was the opponent of Bargon at Raphia, as stated 
in a praesding note. If Sabakon died immediately after his twelfth 
year, he died ;" 717 B.O. The ruler of Egypt who pays tribute to 
Bargoa in the year 716, is repeatedlyoaJled by the· Aaayrian inscrip
tions, "Pirhu (Pharaoh), Bar of Muzur." So in the oylinder of G. 
Smith (" Diso." p. 295), the ruler of Egypt, who unitee with Aahdod in 
the year 711 B.O., ;" oaJled "Pirhu Bar of Muzur; " finally, the prinoe 
who delivers up Yaman, when it has been mentioned that Yaman Hed 
boyond Egypt into the border land of Miluhhi, is oaJled by Bargon 
"Bar MilulJhi." The Pharaoll. Bar Muzur, whom we lindon the throne 
of Egypt in 716 to711 B.O., and the Bar Miluhhi, who gives upYaman, 
Dan only be Shabataka-Sebichus, the suooessor of Sebakon. 
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as Manetho calls him; Shabataka as the name is given. 
on monuments at Memphis.' His successor was 
Tirhaka, the Taharka of the monuments. The list of 
Manetho describes him as not being the son of his pre· 
decessor. We do not know in what way he came to 
the throne of Egypt; it appears that he got the crown 
by force; we can only Cl!tablish the fact that he ob· 
tained the sovereign power in the year 703 B.O.I Con. 
siderable relies of his buildings remain in his native land 
at Napata. Among them are especially prominent the 
ruins of a great temple, just as all the buildings there are 
wholly in Egyptian style. 8 In Egypt Tirhaka's name 
occurs frequently on the walls of Karnak. On the portals 
of the temple of Medinet Habu, we see him before 
the face of Ammon brandishing his war.club over ten 
bearded forms. The inscription tells us that he over· 
came the black land (Jremi, Egypt), and the red land; 
on a memorial stone of Dongola the names of the 
regions and tribes are given, which he subjugated 
there in the distant south; names quite unknown and 
inexplicable to us. 4 With Megasthenes it is the 
Ethiopian Tearkon (Tirhaka), a mighty warrior, who 
subjugated Libya, advanced as far as the Pillars of 
Hercules, I!:nd evtm crossed into Europe" We shall 
see that as soon as he ascended the throne his attention 

1 Mariette, "lIommum1B,~ pi. 29 e. 
I Not much weight oould be laid OD the oboorvation in the Palatine 

coda of Hieronym1l8 (Jen>me); Taracllus (ab lEthWpia duxit exer. 
citum), Sebico interfecto lEgyptiis n>gnaflt aunia :u.; but in the 
inscription of ~ Hahn Tirhab calla himaolf conqueror of Kemi, 
i ... of Egypt. 

• Lepaius, .. Briere, ~ L 239. 276. 
• Brugoch, .. Geogr." I, 163. 
• Strabo, p. 61, 686, 687. Biidinger's view ("}Egypt. Panchung. 

Herodoto, • 2, 32), that we m1ll!t reooguise TiriIaka in the Etearchus 
of Herodotus might be adopted if the narrative did not too definitely 
point out travelling CynmaBos as the 1IOUl'OO; and the founding of 
Cynme cannot be carried hoek to the lime of Tirhaka. 
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was occupied in the East, and that he fought with success 
in Syria at this time. What he may have afterwards 
accomplished against the negroes, and perhaps a"aainst 
tribes of Libya, in almost thirty years we cannot ascer
tain accurately. The severest struggles awaited him 
in the last decade of his reign, in which a mighty 
opponent rose up against him, with whom he wrestlerl 
stubbornly but without success. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIIUIT COLLISION OF ASSYRIA AND EGYPT. 

WHEN Tiglath Pilesar ascended the throne of Assyria, . 
he first compelled Babylonia to recognise his suprem
acy; after that he advanced into the table land of 
Il"'dn, as far as Arachosia, and there at the least main
tained his supremacy far and wide over the Medea. 
To the North he fought against Nairi and Urart~ 
against Kummukh and Tubal (743 B.C.) j even the 
union into which the distressed princes of that region 
entered against him did not protect them; after a 
second subjugation the Tubal, i. e. the Tibarenes, 
received a prince from the hand of Tiglath Pilcsa.r 
(735 B.C.}. Meanwhile he had already overthrown 
Arpad in the West, which had resisted his predecessors 
eo vigoroUj!ly in a struggle which continued for three 
years; received tribute from Karchemish, Damascus, 
and Tyre; and placed the region of Amanus, Lebanon, 
Hadrach, and several districts of .lIamath under 
Assyrian viceroys (742-740 B.C.). Two years after
wards the princes of Cilicia, of Hamath, of BybluB, 
Menahem king of Israel, and Zabibieh, the queen of the 
Arabs, submitted (738 B.C.). The appeal of Ahaz for 
help brought him a",aain into Syria; after a struggle ot 
three years Damascus was overthrown, Israel deprived 
of a portion of her population, and given to another 
prince, the cities of the Philistines conquered, the 
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Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites overthrown, and 
at length Samsieh, the queen of the Arabs, was defeated 
(734-732 B.C.) This complete subjugation of Syria 
was followed by new conflicts on the lower Euphrates. 
Nabu-sabzi and Kinziru were overpowered; Kinziru 
became a vassal of Babylon, and when Merodach 
Baladan paid homage at Sapiya, the dominion of 
riglath Pilesar extended to the ·shore. of the Persian 
Gulf (731 B.c.). He now called himself king of Assh~ 
and Babel, and in the last years of his reign received 
.the tribute of tribes from the south of Arabia. After 
an eventful reign of 18 years which gained for Assyria 
the supremacy over Media, Syria, and Babylonia, 
Tiglath Pilesar died in the year 727 B.C. 

His successor was ShaImanesar IV. No inscriptions 
have been preserved from the short reign of this king. 
The astronomical canon represents a change in the suc
cession of Babylon at the death of Tiglath Pilesar; in 
the place of the joint reign of Chinzirus and POIUIl, 
in which we believed that we might recognise the 
supremacy of Tiglath Pilesar, obscurely given in Baby
lonian tradition under the name Polus (Phul), and the 
vassal-reign of Kinziru (p. 9), comes the reign of 
Elulreus in the year 726 B.C. That ChiIlzirus and 
Polus .died in the same year, that Kinziru died in the 
same year as Tiglath Pilesar, would be remarkable, but 
by no means impossible. It is more probable that 
Shalmanesar found it advisable to make a change in 
. the vassal king at Babylon, and that &ftca' his accession 
he placed Elulreus (Illuhillu) there as a vassal. Shal
manesar's attention was soon occupied in another 
direction. 

Saved by the arms of Assyria from .the overpowering 
advance of the Damascenes and Israelites, the Philis
tines and Edomites, Ahaz, king of Judah, had paid 
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homage toTiglath Pilesarat Damascus. "When Ahaz 
saw the altar which was at Damascus," so we are told 
by the Books of Kings, .. he sent a pattern of it to 
Uriah the priest, and Uriah built the altar after this 
pattern, and when Ahaz came from Damascus he sacri· 
ficed on this altar, and offered burnt offerings and 
meat offerings, and poured out his drink offering, and 
sprinkled the blood of his thank offering on the altar. 
The iron altar, which stood before Jehovah, he removed, 
and the iron sea he took from the oxen and placed it 
on the pavement (IL 184). And Ahaz bade Uriah 
offer the burnt offering in the morning, and the 
meat offering in the evening, and the burnt and 
meat offering of the king, and all the sacrifices of 
the whole people of the land. on the new altar, and the 
kings entry he turned to the house of Jehovah for the 
king of Assyria." 1 According to this Ahaz, in order 
to prove his submission to his sovereign, altered the 
altar and arrangements of the temple at Jernsalem 
after the pattern of an altar on which he had seen 
Tiglath Pilesar sacrifice to his gods at Damascus, and 
the ritual there observed.' The high priest Uriah sub.. 
mitted. He not only allowed the king to sacrifice in 
person, against ~hich the priesthood had contended in 
the case of Uzziah, but he altered the service of the 
temple according to the wishes of the king. 

Judah was laid waste through her length and breadth. 
The Damascenes and the Israelites, the Philistines and 
the Edomite8l had got the whole land into their power 
as far as the metropolis. Even from this heavy blow 
Judah wonld learn nothing. Instead of turning 

I 2 Kings %Vi. 10-18. 
• No one can -;ousJy maintain that A.haz imitated the ritual 01 the 

cbief eoomy 01 Assyria and Judah, the ol/Q and wonhip 01 Bezin, who 
11'88 moreover DOW overtImnrn. 
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thankfully to Jehovah for resClie from such distress, 
the altars of the temples were altered afteran Assyrian 
pattern. Isaiah saw this movement with the deepest 
indignation. "Your country is desolate"; your cities 
are burned with fire; your land, strangers devour it in 
yoor presence. And the daughter of Zion is left as a 
cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cu
cumbers. Had not Jehovah left to us a small remnant, 
we had been as Sodom and Gomorrah. From the sole 
of tbe foot to the head there is no soundoess in us, 
but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have 
not been pressed out, nor bound up, nor mollified with 
ointment. Why should ye be stricken any more, and 
revolt any more 1 They are replenisbed from the east, 
and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and agree with 
the children of strangers. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master's crib, but Israel knows him not." 1 

Israel suffered still more than Judab by the carrying 
away of the population of the northern and eastern 
districts, the land of Nephtali, and the land of Gilead. 
Hoshea reigned over the remainder from the year 734 
(p. 48). According to the Books of Kings he set on 
foot a conspiracy, slew Pekah, and became king in his 
place; accormng to the inscriptions of Tiglatb Pilesar, 
'l'iglath made him king over Israel These statements 
are not contradictory. Pekah had been in league 
"with Rezin of Damascus, the opponent of "Assyria and 
Judah: why should not Tiglath Pilesar recognise and 
establish as king of Israel the man who bad removed 
the opponent of Assyria 1 2 Hoshea sent his tribute 
yearly to the king of Assyria. 8 But when the dreaded 

lIsa..i.3,6-9jii..6. 
I The Books of Kings o.re only wrong in representing Hosh ..... IIrst 

8Ilbjeot, and paying tributo, to Bhalman....r IV. (xvii, 3). 
I 2 Kings xvii, 4. 
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warrior prince of At!8hur-whcn Tiglath Pilcsar died, 
there awoke in the Philistines, the Phenicians,and above 
-all in Euloous, king of Tyre, and Hoshca, king of Israel, 
the hope of withdrawing themselves from the yoke of 
Assyria. If Hoshea had risen as a partisan of Assyria, 
he determined now that he was in p088Cssion of the 
throne to break loose from that empire. The hope of
liberation rested not only on the fact that Tiglath 
Pilesar was no more; it received a still stronger point 
of support in the change which had tAken place in 
Egypt in the-last years of Tiglath Pilesar. Menahcm 
of Israel had already thought of securing the assistance 
of Egypt before he sent his tribute to Assyria (p. 38), 
and the same thought must have oecurred to Uzziah 
in his last years. Hanno of Gaza had taken refuge 
in Egypt from Tiglath Pilesar (p. 48). The prudent 
Boechoris had left, or been compelled to leave, Syria. 
untouched. But since his reign Sabakon had united 
the forces of Dongola, Nubia, and Egypt into a 
stl'Qng power. When Tiglath Pilesar had extended the 
dominion of Assyria. as far as Gaza. and Elath, and a 
victorious aggressive power of great strength stood 
on the borders of Egypt, the attack of Assyria. might 
be expec.ted tHere. A far-seeing ruler of Egypt, 
secure of his military power, must endeavour to antici
pate this attack; he must prevent it by uniting the 
elements of resistanee existing in Syria. If the issue 
were favourable, the dominion of Assyria over Syria 
would thus hi! removed; in any case Egypt would have 
allies in Syria for the war against Assyria. .. Hoshes 
sent messengers to Seveh (Sabakon) king of Egypt," 80 

the Hebrews tell us, "and brought the king of Assyria. 
no present more as formerly." It is this attempt to 
gain assistanee, and probably the presents which accom
panied it-perhaps also gifts from Hanno at Gaza, the 
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princes ofTyre, Zemar, and Hamath (see below)-which 
Sabakon, on the walls of Karnak, describes as tribute 
received from the inhabitants of Palestine (p. 73). 

Isaiall foresaw very plainly what would be the issuc 
of this undertaking which to him appeared madness 
and intoxication. He announced destruction and ruin 
to the Philistines, the kingdom of Israel, and the 
Phenicians. The carrying away into captivity already 
sent by Jehovah upon Israel, in punishment of her 
offences, and the war against Judall had brought about 
no improvement, no reformation; the severe lesson 
teaching them to remain at rest, which the SODil of 
Israel had then received, is disregarded; they are 
calling down upon themselves a still heavier judgment. 
Isaiah spoke the more strongly as he was desirous to 
prevent Judah also, where HeZllkiah, the son of Abaz, 
sscended the throne in 728 B.C., from joining in this 
attempt. In reference to the death of Tiglath Pilesar 
he cries to the cities of the Philistines: "Rejoice not, 
whole Philistia, because .the rod is broklln which smote 
thee. For out of the serpent's root shall come forth a 
cockatrice, and hiS fruit is a flying serpent. From the 
north cometh a smoke." 1 To the cities of Tyre anu 
Sidon, he cries: "Howl, ye sbips of Tarshish, lor Tyre 
is laid waste: there is no house more, no entering i~. 
Be still, ye inhabitants of the coast, which the mer
chants of Sidon that pass over the sea replenished. By 
distant waters the seed of the Nile, the harvest of the 
river, was their revenue, and she was tAe mart of 
natiolllL Be thou ashamed, Sidon, for tbe sea hath 
spoken; the strength of the sea thus: I travailed not,. 
and brought not forth; I brought· up no young men 
and maidens. Pass ye over to Tarshish·; howl, ye in
habitants of the coast I Is this your joyous city, whose 

1 Iaa. Xiv. 29-31. 
VOL. UL G 
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antiquity is of ancient days! Her own feet shall carry 
her afar off to sojourn. Who hath taken this counsel 
against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are 
princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the 
earth! -Jehovah the Lord of Hosts hath purposed it. 
Jehovah gave command over Canaan to destroy her 
fortresses, and said: Thou shalt no more rejoice, thou 
oppressed virgin, daughter of· Sidon I Pass over to 
Chittim (the Cyprians, II. 53). There al80 thou shalt 
have no rest. When the report comes to Egypt, they 
shall be sorely pained at the report of Tyre." 1 

Isaiah directs his most severe warning to those of 
his own race, the kingdom of Israel "Woe to the 
:proud crown of the drunken Ephraim, the faded flower 
on the head of the fat valley of those possessed by 
wine," he cries. "Priests and prophets have erred 
through strong drink, and are overcome with wine. 
Jehovah will speak to this people· with an alien 
tongne, to whom he said: Give ye rest to the weary; 
this is the way of salvation. But they would not 
listen. To whom shall he teach knowledge t whom 
shall he make to undel'Stand doctrine t-them that 
are weaned from the milk, and removed from the 
mother'a breast 1 Behold, a stronger and mightier 
span come from the Lord, as a tempest ·of hail, and Ii 
destroying storm; as a flood of mighty waters over
flowing, he shall east them with-violence to the earth. 
He will trample it under foot, the proud erown of the 
drpnken ElIhrnim; the faded flower on the head of 
the fat valley will disappear like early fruit before the 
gathering. n • 

" Shalmanesar the king of ABsyria." so the Books of 
Kings tell us," discovered a conspiraeyin HOBhea, that 
he had sent messengers to Seveh (So), the king of 

1 La. xxiii. 1-12. • La. Xl<Tiii. 1-6. 
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Egypt, and brought him no more a present as before. 
He went up against Hoshea, seized 'him, and put him 
in chains in prison, and marched over the whole land, 
and against Samaria, and besieged the city three 
years." Josephus tells us: "It was told Shalmanesar 
that Hoshea had secretly ,invited Egypt to a com
bined struggle. In his anger he marched out against 
Samaria, besieged the city for three years, and took 
Hoshea prisoner." "But the king of Assyria fought 
against the whole of Syria and, Phrenicii. He marched 
against Tyre while Elulreus reigned there. Menander, 
who has drawn up the annals and translated the 
archives of the Tyrians into ,the Greek ~anguage, 
vouehes for this when he says: Elulaeus reigned 36 
years; when the Citians revolted, he sailed thither 
and again reduced them to subjection. The king of 
Assyria sent an expedition against these, overran all 
Phrenicia with war, made peace with them all, and 
returned. Sidon, and Acco, nnd old Tyre, and. many 
other cities revolted from the Tyrians; but as the 
Tyrians themselves did not submit, the king turned 
again upon them, and the Phenicians manned 60 shipe 
for him, and placed upon them 8000 r~wers.' Against 
these the 'l'yrians set sail with 12 ships; destroyed the 
vessels of the enemy, and made about 500 prisoners. 
But the king of Assyria placed guards on the river, and 
on the conduits, to prevent the Tyrians from drawing 
water, and returned home. The Tyrians endured this 
for five years, during which they drank'water from 
wells that they had dug. This is what is stated in the 
records 'of the Tyrians about Shalmanesar, the king of 
the Assyrians.'" 

According to these indications and statements we 

I So must we read for 800; 60 penteconters required 3000; 60 , 
triremes at least 8000 rowers. ~ II Antiq." 9,.14, 2. 

G 2 
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may assume the course of affairs to have been some
thing of the following kind. The cities of the Phe
nieians, and of the Philistines, and the kingdom of 
Israel hope for the assistanee of the king of Meroe 
and Egypt, of Sabakon, whom the Hebrews call Seveh, 
and the inscriptions of the Assyrians, Sabhi. Shal. 
manesar overruns Syria, before the assistance from 
Egypt has arrived there (726 B.c.).! Hoshea is either 
taken by surprise and overcome, or in his terror attempts 
to appease the kllig of Asshur by submission. He is 
carried away to prison, and Shalmanesar turns towards 
the COlI!!t. The cities of the Pherucians 8llbmit; only 
the island city of Tyre resists (IL 265). The citics, 
which had submitted, were now compelled to furnish 
ships to Shalmanesar for the conquest of Cyprus, and, 
tbe blockade of the island city, which was carried on 
from the mainland also, since old Tyre was garrisoned 
there, and the inhabitants of the island city were 
prevented from drawing water on the coast. It is 
remarkable that the 'l'yrians are said to have met 
the 60 ships of the blockade with 12 ships only. Yet 
this is no doubt no more than a mere sally of the 
besieged. The $ips of the inhabitants of the mainland 

. may not· have taken a vigorous part in the fighting; 
and the blockade may not have been carried on very 
strictly. Tyre may very well have been able to endure 
a somewhat lax investment for five years. The resist
ance of the Tyrians appears to have inspired courage 
in the Israelites and the metropolis of Israel, so that 
they defied the arms of the Assyrians even after the 
carrying away of Hoshea. In the year 724 B.C. 
Shalmanesar turned from the coast, against Samaria. 
The Israelites defended their city most stubbornly. 

• 1 As Samaria WII8 beoieged 7_722 B.C., "e may place the begiDDiDg 
of the ~ " .... in 726. 
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Damascus had resisted. Tiglath Pilesar two years; 
Samaria, like Arpad, held out for three years. " The 
king of Assyria took Samaria," so we are briefly told 
in the Books of Kings, "and carried Israel to Assyria, 
and gave them dwellings in Chalah and Chabor, by 
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes." 

The monuments of Assyria inform us that Shal
manesar IV. did not live to see the fall of Samaria. 
He died in the course of the last year of the siege (722 
B.C.). Sargon, his lIucceBBor, boasts of this achievement 
of his arms. .. In the beginning of my reign," so we 
are told in the annals of Sargon, .. I besieged the city 
of Samaria (Samarina), and took it with the help of 
the god Samas, who gives me victory over my enemies. 
I took 21,280 prisoners. I took 50 chariots as my 
royal portion... I brought them to Assyria, and in their 
place I put people whom my hand had reduced. I 
placed my officers and viceroys over them, and imposed 
tribute upon them as on the Assyrians." 1 This state
ment is repea.ted 'in the inscription which gives the 
more important acts of Sargon (the so called /fUltz), 
with this difference at the close: " My officers I placed 
over them; I imposed 011 them thE\. tribute of the 
previous kings."· The inscription of the 1tulls says· 
quite briefly: "He (Sargon) overthrew Samaria, and 
all the house of Omri." 8 The inscript~on on the cylinder 
says: "I have subjugated the great land of Bit 
Omri.'" The annals recapitulate: "I have laid waste 
the region of Samaria, and the land or Bit OmrL" 
After informing us that the king of Israel was carried 
away to the East, the Books of Kings tell us, like the 

1 Oppert, U Dour Sarkayan," p. 8, 30; "Recorda of the PIl8t," 7, 28 ; 
E. Schrader, uK. A.. T." .. 160; M~nant. "A.nnal." p. 161. 

I E. Schrader, loco <iI • .. 168; M~nant, "Annal." p. 181. 
I L. 26, in M~nant, loo. <iI. p. 192. 
• L. 17, in Mionant, p. 200. 
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annals of Sargon, that other inhabitants were settled 
in Israel: .. He caused people to come from Babcl and 
from Kutha, from Sepharvaim, Ava, and Hamath," and 
placed them in the cities of Samaria in the room of 
the children of IsraeLl Sargon's own account confirms 
this statement; his inscriptions show us further to 
what stock these settlers belonged. In the year 72l 
B.C., very soon after the capture of Samaria, he tran.s
planted people from Babylonia to the land of the Chatti, 
i. e. to Syria.! We are also told that people were 
removed from the four districts of Armenia to Syria, 
to the coast;· and finally, that people of Arabian 
descent, .. of Thammud, 1tIart!iman, Chayapa, and th'l 
land of Bari," were settled in the city of Samaria. 
The strengthening of the alien element in Samaria was 
caused by the fact that the Israelites, in spite of the 
severe punishment which they had undergone, had 
nevertheless attempted to rebel once more against 
Assyria.' 

The carrying away of the inhabitants of Naphtali 
and Gilead, which Tiglath Pilesar had executed, the 
removal into a new environment, which Sargon now 
carried out tw~ve years after the former deportation. 
wcre blows from which the ten tribes could not again 
recover. Not that the existence of the people was 
annihilated; many, no doubt, perished in the conquest 
of the land and metropolis, yet it was by no means 
the whole remnant that was carri.ed away. It was 
only a part of the population on whom that severe lot 
descended. Isaiah tells us Jehovah puuished the peo
pIc by measure, and allowed a remnant to remain.5 

Tbe number of those who remained was sufficient to 
1 2 Kings :niL 6, 2i. 
I .. The AnnaJs of Sargon, • Oppert, .. Beoorda of the Put,· 7, 29. 
I Oppert, loo. eiI. 7, 30. • G. Smith, .. AJ.yr. Canon, JJ p. 120, 126 • 
• Iso. xi. 6--3; ! Chron. :us. 6, 10; xxDT. 9. 
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gain the' preponderance in a .popUlation so s.trongly 
mixed with foreign settlers.' Yet this admixture 
sapped the national vigour at the core. In the in
scriptions of the Assyrians we hear no more of the 
land of Omri, but only of Samaria; from them we 
see that ldngs remained at the head of the land; they 
mention a second Menahem and an Abibaal as kings 
of Samaria. The community over which the descend
ants, of David. ruled was, in the first place, only 
anxious for the preservation of the national life and 
faith. Judah remained obedient to Assyria. Hezekiah 
of Judah looked on at the long siege of Samaria, the 
death-struggle of Israel, and the carrying away of his 
kindred without moving. He must have paid his 
tribute regularly. An inscription of Sargon, belonging 
to the first years of his reign, enumerates the IS distant 
J udall" among the subject lands." • 

The subjugation of the Phenicians, the punishment 
of Israel .lor her defection, did not break the hopes 
which the Syrians reposed in Egypt.' Two years after 
the full of Samaria, Egypt may have been better prl'.
pared for war, for a march into Syria, than at the time 
of Shalmanesar's campaign against !,Ioshea. and the 
PheniciaD& Egypt's power appeared nearer oO.t hand; 
Sargon had to advance from the Tigris. Hamath 
rebelled against Assyria. "nubid possessed himself 
of the crown of Hamath," so we are told iu the in
scriptions of Sarg.on;" he took the city of Karkar, 
and roused the cities of Arpad, DamAscus,. Zcmar 
.(Simyra), and Samaria against me. I besieged him 
and his warriors in the city of Karkar." • The city of 

I 2 Kingw xvii. 26 fl. 
• Inocription of Nimrud, in Ybant, loc. cie. p. 206; in E. Schrader. 

loco <it. p. 90. 
I ... AnnaJo of So.rgon," Oppert, .. Beoords of the past," 7, 29. Go 

Smith, Ioc. cie. 
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Karkar, near which, 130 years before, Benhadad of 
Damascus aud Ahab of Israel had fought against Shal· 
manesar II., was taken j Uubid was captured, and 
Sargon caused him to be flayed-a relief in the palaee 
of Sargon exhibits the execution of this sentence.t 

The memorial stone of Larnaka says: II Ilubid of 
Hamath rebelled j I fought against bim, and covered 
the land of Hamath with ruins." Sixty-three thou
sand people were transplanted from Assyria into the 
land of Hamath! 

But Sargon succeeded in becoming master of 8 

mightier opponent, in maintaining Syria against Egypt. 
Sabakon had marched through the desert with the forces 
of Ethiopia and Egypt j Hanno of Gaza, who once 
retired to Egypt before Tiglath Pilesar, joined bim 
with his warriors. Sargon went to mcet them. The 
armies met at Raphia (now Befah, between EI AriBh 
and Gaza, where at a later period Ptolemy Philopator 
of Egypt overcame Antiochus the Great). "Sabhi 
trusted in his forces," 80 the annals of Sargon tell us, 
"and came to meet me to offer me battle. I callcd 
upon the great god ABBhur, my lord j I smote them. 
Sabhi fled with. a shepherd, who kept the shecp, and 
escaped. • Hanno I took pri.Joner. All that he possessed 
I carried away to Assyria. I laid waste and destroyed 
bis cities, and burned them with fire. I carried away 
9033 men with their possessions." 8 The introduction 
to . the annals and the inscription. on the bulls say 
briefly: "Tlie armies of the land of Muzur (Egypt) he 
(Sargon) defeated near the city of Raphia (Rapih). 

1 In the great hall No. 8, in Botta. Kenant, p. 182-
• Hemorisl_ of Lamob, in Kenant, po 'JH1; G.8mitb, U Aayr. 

Canon," p. 127. 
• Oppert, .. Beoords of the put, .. 7. 29; Eo Schnoder, .. x:. A.. T.-

2J8; Henao&, lor. oiL p. 161. 
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Hanna, the king of Gaza, he brought into slavery." 1 

The inscription of the cylinder says : "Near the city of 
Raphia I defeated the king of Muzur ~ the king of the 
land of Gaza I took prisoner and carried to Assyria." 
The Fasti of Sargon inform us : "Hanna, king of 
Gaza, marched with Sabhi., the sultan of Egypt (ailtannu 
11I1UJBUN), to meet me near the city of Raphia, to offer 
me battle and conflict. I put them to flight. S3bhl 
Wall ileized with fear of the might of my arms; he fled, 
and not a trace of him was seen. Hanna, the king of 
Gaza, I took captive with my own hand." 2 

Sm-gon's contests in Syria did not end with the 
battle at Raphia (720 B.C.). After the inscription on 
the bulls has narrated the victory over the army of 
Egypt, it continues immediately:" I fought against 
the tribes of the Tha=ud, Ibadid, Marsiman, arid 
Chayapa, who had invaded the land of Bit Omrl, i. e. 
Israel" 8 On the other hand, the annals tell us, under 
Sargon's seventh year (716 B.C.): "I marched against 
the tribes of Tasid, Ibadid, Marsiman, and Chayapa; 
against the distant dwellers in the land of Ban, which 
the scholars a,nd the wise knew not. None of the 
kings my forefathers had heard this nFe. I compelled 
them to obey Asshur, and those who remained I drove 
out of their dwellings, and placed them in the city of 
Samaria." On this campaign Sargon must have ad
vanced into the peninsula of Sinai, and far into Arabia, 
for the annals continue: "Pharaoh (pirhu), the king 
of Egypt (Muzur), Samsieh the queen'of the Arabs, 
Iat¥amir the Sabrea.n, are kings from the distant 
coast of the sea and from the land (chasm). As 
their tribute I received herbs of the East of various 

1 Mena.nt, loc. cU. p. 169, 192. 
I E. Schrader, w.. cU ... 268. 
• Oppert, .. Records 01 the p..t," 7. 34. 
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kinds, metals, borses, and camels." 1 The Fasti, whicli 
. compress events, have the following words after the 
account of the battle of Raphia: "I received the tribute 
of Pharaoh the king of Egypt, of Samsich the queen 
of the Arabs, of Iathamir the Sabrean; gold, herbs, 
horses, camels."· We remember that Samsieh, like 
the Sabreans,had already paid tribute to Tiglath 
Pilesar .. 

The stubborn obstinacy of the Syrians was not 
broken even by the desolation of Hamath and the battle 
at Raphia. Building on the assistance of Shabataka ot 
Mcroe and Egypt, the son and successor of Sabakon, 
.Ashdod, the city of the Philistines, revolted in the 
eleventh year of Sargon, i. e. in the year 711 B.C. The 
hope in Egypt was shared by their neighbours in 
Judah, Edom, and Moab. ~ut Ashdod was soon 
invested by the Assyrians and taken, and the 
invasion of Egypt by the Assyrians was expected in 
Judah. In Isaiah we are told: "In the year in which 
Tartan, i. e. the Assyrian general-in-chief, came unto 
Ashdod, when Sargon sent him, and besieged .Ashdod 
and took it, at that time spoke Jehovah: Go and loose 
the sackcloth frpm thy loins, and put oft' the shoes 
from thy feet; and Isaiah did 80, and walked naked and 
barefoot. Then spake Jehovah: .As my servant Isaiah 
has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign 
and wonder upon Egypt and Ethiopia (Cush), 80 shall 
the king of Assyria lead the Egyptians prisoners, 
and the Ethlopians eaptives, young and old, naked 
and barefoot, with their nakedness uncovered, to 
the shame of Egypt. Then shall they be ashamed of 
Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. 
And the inhabitants of these coasts said on the same 

I Comm1lDi<atioD from E. Bchnder. 
• E. Bchnder, .. K. Ii.. T.· .. 2;)8; Kewuat, IDe. dI. P. 18L 
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day: Behold, such is our expectation, whither we 
fled for help, to be delivered from the king of Assyria: 
how shall we escape 1 " 1 

Sargon's anna.ls tell us: "Azuri, the king of Ash. 
dod, lifted up his spirit to disobedience, so as to 
pay his tribute no longer. He sent mesSages hostile 
to Aasyria to his neighbours. I bethought me of 
vengean~, and put another ruler over his land. I 
raised his brother Achimit to the throne, but the . 
people of the Chatti inclined to rebellion, and were 
weary of the reign of Achimit, and raised to the 
throne Yaman, who had no right to it. In the anger 
of my heart I marched with my warriors against 
Ashdod. I besieged, I took Ashdod· and Gimt-Asdo
dim; with the gods which inhabit these cities I took 
the gold, the silver, and all that was in his palace. 
Then I restored these cities; I placed people whom 
I had . subjugated in them. I put my viceroy over 
them, treated them as Assyrians, and they were obedi
ent." I The much injured inscription of a cylinder
informs us that" Sargon, in the ninth year of his reign 
(713 B.C.), when he had come to the shore of the great 
sea, and Philistrea, displaced Azuri of.Ashdod, because 
he had hardened his heart to pay tribute no ItJUger, and 
had sent to the kings, the enemies of Assyria. Before 
the face of Azuri I exalted his brother Achimit, and 
laid taxes and tribute on him as on the kings round 
about him. But the people would not pay taxes and 
tribute, rebelled against him, and drove !tim out for the 
good that he had done them. Yaman, who had no 
riglit to the throne, they made their lord, and armed 
and fortified their cities for war." "The nations of 

1 Isa. rI:. 1 If. 
• Oppert, /oc, ci~ 7, 40: M~nant, p.169: of. L 12 of the inscription 

on the bulla in MIonant, p. 162. 



ASSYRIA. 

Philistrea, Judah, Edom, and· Moab, though they 
. brought their tribute and presents to the god Asshur, 
spoke treachery like their evil kings; in order to fight 
against me; they sent gifts to Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt, a prince who could not save them, and besought 
his alliance." "I preserved the honour of Asehur; I 
crossed the Tigris and Euphrates in the height of the 
flood." "When Yarnan heard of my campaign against 
the land of the Chatti, the fear of Asshur, my lord, 
overcame him. He fled to the borders of Egypt, to 
the border-land of Meroe (Miluhhi); to a distant place 
he fled, and his hiding-place was not discovered." 1 

The introduction to the annals of Sargon tells us: 
"Yaman had misjudged my power; he fled to the 
borders of the land of Meroe."· In the Fasti of 
Sargon we learn: "Yaman heard of the apprcach of 
my army; he fled to a region of Egypt which lies on 
the border of Meroe: not a trace of him was seen. I 
besieged, I took Ashdod and Gimt-Asdodim: his gods, 
his consort, his sons, his treasures, possessions, the costly 
things of his palace, and all the inhabitants of his land 
I destined to captivity:" The annals tell us at the 
very beginning i "Yaman of Ashdod, who despised 
my powet", fled into the lands of the South, to the 
borders of Meroe. The king of lIeroe was overcome 
by the fear of Asshur; he bound his (Yam an's) hands 
and feet with iron chains, and sent his messengcra 
before my face to Assyria." a The Fasti say: .. The 
king of MerlA!, in a desolate region, whose fathers had 
not sent ambassadors to my royal forefathers to entreat 
for peace-the power of Merodach, a mighty terror, 
overcame him; fear seized him. He put him (Yaman) 
in iron chains; he guided his steps to Assyria, and he 

1 G. Smith'. Cylinder, .. Diac.~ p. 289ft 
• Oppert. .. Becorda of the Past," 7, 26.. 

• Kenant, p. 169. 
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appeared before me:' 1 From these statements it 
follows, that the army of.Egypt, in which Yaman of 
Ashdod hoped, on whose forces the rest of the cities 
of the .Philistines, Judah, Edom, and Moab reckoned 
in order to rebel against Assyria, as Isaiah and Sargon 
told us, never came. It was no doubt again the unex~ 
pected celerity with which the Assyrian army appeared 
before Ashdod in the year 111 B.C. (Sargon has told us 
already th,at he crossed the Tigris and Euphrates at 
the time of the flood), which destroyed all these plan~ 
But the invasion of Egypt and Napata by the Assyrians. 
which Isaiah expected and announced, did not take 
place; according to Sargon's statement, Shabataka. 
preferred to avert the attack of the Assyrians by. 
surrendering Yaman. . 

At the commencement of his annals Sargon tells us, 
that he imposed tribute ,on the kings of the land of 
Yatnan, who dwelt at a distance of seven days' voyag~ 
in the sea of the setting sun.' The Fasti narrate: 
"The seven kings of Yatnan, whose names none of 
the kings, my fathers, nor anyone in Assyria and 
Babylonia., had heard of, received intelligence of my' 
victories ill the land of the Chaldrea~ and the Chatti. 
My glory spread to the midst of the sea. They bowed 
their pride; they humbled thelUSelve.~; they appeared 
at Babylon before me, and brought gold, silver, vessels, 
the products of their land." Yatnan is the island of 
Cyprus; the seven days' journey is the distance from 
Tyre to Citium, about 150 miles. Thd' payment of 
the tribute of the seven kings of Cyprus took place in 
709 B.C. Hence we may assume that after the puriish
ment of Ashdod and the surrender of Yaman, Sargon's 
dominion was established in Syria, and that Tyre 

1 E. Schrader, .. K. A. T." B. 2.7 If ; ,of. M6wmt, loc. cit p. 186, 
I M6wmt, 100. cU. po 169. 
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submitted like the other cities oCthe Phenicians. Hence 
. the princes of Cyprus might consider it advisable to 
pay h9mage to the king, unless perhaps they BOught in 
him a point of support against Tyre. AB a symbol of 
his dominion over Cyprus, Sargon caused his image to 
be engraved on a memorial stone in the nsual manner, 
and set it up at Citium in the midst of the island; it 
is now in the Berlin Museum. The inscription gives 
the extent of the dominion of Sargon; relates the 
most important events of his reign; mentions the 
temples he has built, the offering of the tribute of the 
seven princes of the land of Yatnan at Babylon-then 
the erection of the image-and threatens with curses 
and annihilation those who alter the tablet and change 
Sargon's name or anything else written on the tablet: 
if anyone attempts such a thing, Nebo and -the gods 
who dwell in the middle of the wide sea will destroy 
him and his race.1 

I M6nant, p. 189, 206-208. That th. stone caamot have been oot up 
in B"byIon before tho payment of tribute in 709 B.C., ia proved by tbo
mention of tho moute upon it. Cpo G. Smith, .. Z. A:gypt. Bpracbo," 
1869, ... 109; 1870, a. 70, 71. 



CHAPTER V. 

ASSYRIA IN THE REIGNS 01' SARGON AND SENNACRERm. 

IN his inscriptionsSargon speaks of the kings who 
ruled over Asshur before him, but he mentions neither 
his father nor his grandfather, though these are regu
larly mentioned by all the other kings of Assyria who 
ascended the throne in direct succession. It follows 
that he was neither the son nor the grandson of Shal
manesar IV. ; nevertheless he was one of the mightiest, 
most victorious, and powerful of the rulers of Assyria. 
Nor did the uninterrupted series of his campaigns 
prevent him from undertaking and carrying out great 
buildings. ,To the two ancient chief cities of Assyria, 
-Asshur and Nineveh~Shalmanesal' I. had added 
Chalah, which was subsequently adol'Iled by Assur" 
nasirpal, Shalmanesar II. and Tiglath' Pilesar II. with 
temples and palaces. Sargon built a new residence in 
the neighbourhood of Nineveh. On thEl course of the 
Khosr, which flows through ancient Nineveh into the 
Tigris, ten miles up the stream, he built. a new royal 
abode, which he called after his name Bur Sarrukin, 
i. e. fortress of Sargon. The new city (Kho~bad) 
formed, as the remains of the outer waJJ.s show, a rect, 
angle, each of the shorter sides of which measures more 
than 5000, and each of the longer sides 5500 feet.' 

I Flandin gives tho long .... d short sides of the rectangle doubled at' 
6784 metreo; tho ineoription which reckons in the whole circuit the 
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1n the north,west front of the outer wall the palace, 
surrounded by a separate wall, rose above the rect;.. 
anglp. of the new city. The outer walls of the city were 
45 feet in thickness; they were built up in brick, on a 
basis of stone; the outer wall of the palace, which 
:Banked as a fortress the north-western side of the 
city wall, was entirely cased with stone.1 The entrance 
to the main structure of the royal fortress was guarded 
by two human-headed bulls. The halls were adorned 
with reliefs, whieh exhibit the exploits of the king. 
Here' was to be seen the execution of Ilubid, king of 
Hamath (po 88); the besieging and storming of cities. 
Over the reliefs, beginning from the entrance in the 
form of a broad frieze, an inseription runs toward the 
left round the hall, whieh explains the pictures on tbe 
reliefs and ends on the opposite side of the entrance. 
In BOme halls this frieze forms a connected narrative, 
which relates the acts of the king in succession 
according to the years of the reign (the so-called 
Annals). In the great gallery and the chambers abut
ting on it the inscriptions are shorter: here they 
are content with bringing into prominence the most 
important acts ~f the king (the so-ealled Fasti). The 
two bulls at the entrance of the palace are also covered 
with inscriptions. In the foundations of the palace 
was found a stone chest, in which lay seven plates of 
gold, silver, tin, copper, lead, alabaster, and marble, on 
which are inscriptions as well as on the clay cylinders 
found in thl1 ruins. On the bricks of the palace we 
read: .. Palace of Sarrukin the viceroy of Bel, Patia 
of Asshur {II. 31}, the mighty king, king of the 
nations, king of Asshur." And on the gold plate ~ 
building 01 the palace .... hich juts end from the ....t. at 16.280 ""billo 
(ammal). The Babylonian aDd Aooyrian ""billo .... botb _ 6U miJli,. 
melne; Lepei .... "Abh. Bed. Akad. • 1803; "llonat.Berichte:oer.." 
1877. Vol. L p. 30;';. • na .... 1iDaon, "1oI0DalCb," I'. 324 If. 



SARGON UD SENNACHERIB. 

U Palace of Sarrukin, viceroy of Bel, Pa . 
the mighty king. king of the nations, king ~~JIIIlIP, 
who rules from the rising to the setting sun, 0'CTltlii::tJ;_ 

four regions of the world, and placea viceroys over 
them. According to my pleasure I have built a city 
in the neighbourhood of the mountains, and given to· 
it the name of Fortress of Sarrukin. For Salman, 
Sin, Samas, Bin, and Adar, I have built dwellinga. 
for their great divinities in the midst of the city. 
The glory of my name I have inscribed on tablets of 
gold, silver, copper, lead, tin, alabaster, and marble, 
and placed them in the foundations of the palace. 
Whoso injures the works of my hand, and robs my 
treasure, may Asshur, the great lord, destroy his name 
and seed." I The Annals mentioll this palace in the' 
year 712 B.C.; at the close they speak of the com
pletion of it in the year 706 B.o. .. With the heads 
of the provinces, the viceroys, the wise men, I settled· 
down in my palace, and exercised justice. " I In the 
inscriptions on the bulls, as well as on a cylinder, the· 
king says, that he has Ilamed the gates to the East 
after Samas and Bin; those to the West after Ana 
and !star; and those to the South after Bel and Bilit ; 
those to the North after Salman and the lady of the 
gods.8 

Sargon's predecessor, Shalmanesar IV.,: as we· were, 
able to assume, placed Elula!us over Babylon as a vas
sal king. The astronomical canon observes that the 
reign of Elulaeus came to an end in 722 B~., the same 
year in which Shalmanesar lV. died, and Merodach 
Baladan (Ma.rdokempados) ascended the throne of 
Babylon in the year 721 B.o. We may suppose tha.t 

1 OppOTt, .. Door Barkayan,» p. 23, 24. 
I Oppelt, .. Records of the Past,· 7, 66, 66. 
I Oppert, .. Door Barkayan," p. 8. 

'YOL. III. u 
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this Merodach Baladan. WII8 no other than the prince' 
of Bit Yakin, i. e. of South Chaldrea, who had sub· 
mitted ten years before to Tiglath Pilesar at Sapiya 
(731 B.C.). He must have availed himself of th!l decease 
of Shalmanesar, and the occupation of the Assyrian 
army in Syria, which was detained before Samaria, to 
make himself mll8ter of Babylon from the South, and 
unite the whole region of Babylonia under his rule. As 
soon as Samaria fell, Bargon turned against him. In 
the Annals. the account of the capture of Samaria is 
followed, in the very first year of Sargon (122-721 
B.C.). by a campaign against Humbanigll8,. the king 
of Elam, who, 118 the Fasti say, WII8 defeated "in 
the plains of Kalu." 1 The Annals then continue: 
•• Merodach Baladan, who had made himself lord of 
the kingdom of Babylon against the will of the god&" 
The destruction of the remainder of the narrative hll8 
left only a few words legible, from which we may 
gather tbat Bargon fought against Merodach Baladan, 
that he removed people from Babylonia to the land of 
the Chatti, i. e. to Syria: according to the Books of 
Kings these were inhabitants of Sepharvaim and Kutha 
(p. 86). Whatever losses Merodach Baladan suffered, 
iu this way he retained Babylon and the throne. The 
I18tronomical canon represents him 118 reigning from 
721 B.C. to 710 B.C. (''lay tablets in the 'shape of 
lentils, found in the ruins of Bargon's palace at Khorsa
bad (they were brought there, no doubt, 118 booty from 
Babylonia), lIear the date of the ninth, tenth, and 
eleventh years of Marduk·habaliddin. king of Babylon 
(aar BabiJu'); even Bargon's Annals represent Merodach 
Baladan 118 ruling over Swnir and Accad for twelve 
years (i. e. from 721 to 109 B.c.). 

1 In lUnant, 1«. <iI. p. 18L 
• Oppert, "Dour Sarkaya.o," p.27, 28; Opperi at lUnant, "Doe. 

juridiques, H p. 168. 
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I 
After the 'War against Humbanigas and Merodach 

Baladan, against EIam and Babylonia, Sargon, as we 
saw, marched to Syria in order to subjugate Hamath 
and Gaza, and to defeat at Raphia (720 B.C.) the army 
of the Egyptians and Ethiopians led by Sabakon. In 
tbe next years Sargon fought in the north against the 
people of Van" who had shaken off the dominion of 
lranzu, an adherent of Assyria, and against Urza of 
Ararat; the inhabitants of tbe four eantons in Armenia 
he removed to the land of Chatti, and the land of 
Acharri, i. e. to Syria and the Syrian coast.' After 
this, in the year 717 B.C., P'lBiris of Karchemish, who 
had paid tribute to Tiglath Pilesar, 'Was reduced. 
Karchemish was taken, Pisiris put in chains, the rebels 
carried'to Assyria, and Assyrians placed in Karchemish. 
From the booty of Karchemish 11 talents of gold, 2100 
talents and 24 minlB of silver were brought into the 
treasury at Chalah.2 Urza of Ararat and prince Bag
adatti of Mount Mildis (perhaps the region of Melitene, 
Malatia) excited the people of Van to rebellion, as 
Sargon says j Aza, the prince of Van, was slain. Sargon 
terrified the rebels into submiasion, caused Bagadatti 
to be flayed at the same place where Aza. was slain, and 
placed Ullusun, the brother of Aza, on the throne of 
Van. But Ullusun united with Urza of Ararat and the 
princes of Karalla and Allabur. When Sargon advanced, 
Ullusun submitted; Sargon allowed him to remain on 
the throne on condition that he paid heavier tribute ; 
the prince of Karalla was driven out, tht people of 
Allabur carried to Hamath (716 B.o.') ; in Ararat, Urza 
maintained his position. Vassurmi, the king of the 

~" I M6nant, .. Annal." 162. In Oppert, .. Records of the Past," 7, 30, 
the fourth oanton is oalled Pappa. Above, p. 86. 

I Iuscription of Nimrud in M6nant, Ioc. cit. p. 206. He reads two 
telonta 30 mintle of gold; G. Smith reads 11 ta\onta of gold. 

• Oppert, •• Records of the Past," 7, 32. 
a2 
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Tabal, the "Tibarenes, had been' dethroned by Tiglath 
Pilesar, and Chulli put in his place (p. 11). Sargon 
allowed Ambris to succeed his father in the government 
of the Tabal, gave him his own daughter to wife, and 
intrusted him with the government of the Cilicians in 
addition to the Tabal. Ambris abnsedthis confidence. 
He united with Mita, the king of the Moschi, with 
Urzana of Mussasir (which must, no doubt, be sought 
on Lake Van), and Urza of Ararat against Assyria. 
Ambris was defeated and taken prisoner, and carried to 

. A.&!yria with his chief adherents. Mita submitted, like 
the Cilicians: Mussasir, the city of Urzana, was taken 
by storm: Urza of Ararat, whose resistance had been 
the longest and most stubborn, wandered about as a 
fllgitive, and took his own life (114 B.C. ).1 . 

The armies of Shalmanesar II. were the first to make 
an advance on the table-land of Iran. As already 
remarked, they trod the plains of Media in 835 B.C. 

Ninety years later, Tiglath Pilesar IL subjugated the 
land of Nisaa (the region of Nisrea in Media) and then 
the cities of lIedia, on his first, second, and ninth 
campaigns; he imposed tribute on the princes of the 
land of Media. Sargon tells ns that in his sixth year 
(716 B.c.) he fought against the land of Karkhar, which 
we must seek in the Zagrns (perhaps it is a part of 
the valley of the Kerkha); that he named a city there 
Kar Sargon. He received considerable tribute from 
25 princes of the Medea, and set up his image in the 
midst of tteir places." In the next year, when Urza 
of Ararat conspired with Ullusun of ,"an, and Ulluo 
sun with Dayaukka. the overseer of Van ('1), "I took 
22 fortresses," so the Anilal.s say, II and carried away 
Dayaukka and his tribute with me, and restored pear..e 

• Oppert, .. Bamdo of the Put," 7, 35, 36, 37. VoL L, p. 320, 
• AmIaIa in lUuant, We. oil. P. 164. 
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to the land of Van" (715 B.C.)} The Fasti also men
tion the capture of the 22 places; after this they give 
the capture of Bagadatti, and continue: "J caused hinI 
to be Hayed, and carried Dayaukka with his adherents 

'away into the land of Amat, and made them dwell 
there." I "In order to maintain myself in Media, I 
built fortresses in the neighbourhood of Kar Sargon," so 
the Annals relate in the same year,· "and received the 
tribute of 22 princes of the Medes." To the erection 
of fortresses in the neighbourhood of Kar Sargon the 
Fasti a<ld: "I conquered 84 cities in Media, united 
them with Assyria, and inIposed on them a tribute 
of horses." 4 In the year 713 B.C., according to the 
statement in the Annals, Sargon marched against Bit 
Dayauku, and against the nation of KaraIla, who had 
driven out Sargon's viceroy. "The lands of Bit ni, 
the district of Media, which belongs to Elli~and the 
chief districts of Media, which had thrown off Asshur's 
yoke, and put mountains and vallies in terror-I 
pacified. I received the tribute of 45 princes 6f the 
Meues ; 4609 horses, sheep, and 'asses in great numbers.5 

The much-injured iuscription of an octagonal cylinder 
enumerates the princes of Media who paid this tribute 
in this year: among them we find Pharnes, Barzan, 
Aspabara, Satarparnu, Ariya, and finally Arbaku of 
Arnasia. 6 Sargon's iuscriptions repeatedly boast that 
he subjugated" the distant land of Media; all places 
of the distant Media as far as the borders of the land 
vf Hilmi ; " that" his power extend~d as far as the city 
of Simaspati, which belonged to the distant Media in 
,the East." 7 

, Anna\a in M~nant, p. 164; Oppert, Ioc. oil. 7, 33. 
I M~nant, p. 183. • Oppert, /oc oil. 7, 34. 
• M~nant, p. 164. • Mmlant, p. 167; 'Oppert, Ioc. oil, 7, 37. 
• G. Bmith, .. Disc." p. 289 •. 
r Oppert, loc. oil. 7, 27 ; ~nant, Ioc. oil. p. 192, 196, 200, 201, 206, 

207. ' • 
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When Syria 'had been reduced, Egypt repelled, 
the North brought into obedience, and Media made 
tributary, Sargon undertook to restore the supremacy 
of Assyria over Babylonia. Merodach Baladan's rule 
must be removed. The dominion of Assyria must be 
again restored as it was in the time of Tiglath Pilesar. 
"For twelve years," so the Fasti of Sargon tell us, 
.. Merodach Baladan had roused up the land of Sumir 
and Accad. I resolved to march against the inhabitants 
of the land of Kaldi (Chaldrea). Merodach Baladan 
heard of the approach of my army; he left Babylon, 
betook himself to Dur Yakin, strengthened the walls 
there, and called upon the tribes of Gambul, Pekod, 
Tumun, Ruhua, and Chindar. My warriors defeated 
the enemy. The migratory tribes fled after this defeat. 
Merodach Baladan left his tent, the insignia of his royal 
dignity, his chariot and adornments behind him, and 
fled away in the night. I besieged and took the city 
of Dur Yakin. His wife, his SODS, his daughters, his 
I)aIa.ce, and all that was therein. I took. I burnt the 
city, and threw down the old walla. I permitted the 
inhabitants of Sippa.ra, of Nipur, of Babylonia, and 
Borsippa to continue their occupations. To the cities 
of Arak (Erect) and La.rsam (Senkereh) I gave back 
the gods which dwell there, and restored the temples." 1 

The Annals give a more detailed account, but in the 
narrative of theae events the text is interrupted by 
great lacunre. h the introduction we have: Of Mero
dach Baladf.n showed the greatest violence against the 
will of the gods of Bal>ylon; my hand reached him ; 
I took from him all his land." Then follows the nar
rative of the occurrence under the twelfth year of the 
king (710 B.C.): Of Merodach BaIadan refused to pay 
tribute. He had concluded an alliance with Sutruk 

I In JitlUDt, l«. <II; p. 188, 
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Nanchundi, the king of Eiam, and aroUsed all the tribes 
of.Aram (Mesopotamia) against me. He strengthened 
his fortresses and assembled his troops. I took eaptive 
18,430 men." After an enumeration of the cities 
which Sargon took, and the narrative of the subjection 
of the Pekod, we are told: "The rest of the inhabitants 
of the land of Aram had put their hopes in Merodach 
Ba.la.dan and Sutruk Nanchundi, and gathered on the 
river Ukni I put them to tlight." After this Sargon 
takes several cities of E1am; Sutruk Nanchundi retires 
before him into the mountains. Merodach Baladan 
heard this in hiS palace at Babylon; he left the city 
at night with his warriors, directed his steps to the 
land of Elam, and sent a considerable weight of silver 
to Sutruk Nanchundi, to induce him to send aid. " I 
marched at once to Babylon, sacrificed to the gods, 
and set up my power in the midst of the palace of 
Merodach Ba.la.d.a.n." "In the thirteenth year of my 
reign, Merodach Baladan compelled the cities of Ur 
and Larsam to pay him tribute, collected his forces at 
Dur Yakin, and there fortified himself. I went boldly 
against him, threw his warriors and horses into con
fusion; I cut down the people 'Of the Pekod and 
Marsiman, and took the symbols of their kingdom. 
And Mero<laeh Ba.lad.an acknowledged his weakness ; 
he abandoned the sceptre and throne, and kissed the 
earth in the presence of my emissary. I summoned 
him, and received him into favour. Dur Yakin I 
burnt; I laid regular tribute on the upPer and lower 
land of Bit Yakin. While I punished the Chaldreans 
and Ara.mreans, and made my power felt by the 
Elamites, my vir.eroy, in the land of Kui (Cilicia), 
in the regions of the setting sun, attacked Mita, the 
Moschian, took two fortresses and 2400 men, freemen 
and shves. To com'plete his Bubjuga~on, Mita sent 
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his envoy with his trihute as far as the coast of the 
Eastern sea, and acknowledged the power of the god 
Asshur. The seven kings of Yatnan (Cyprus) also 
brought their tribute into my presence at Babylon i 
gold, silver, and the products of their land, and kissed 
my feet.'" 

These accounts show that Sargon's war against 
Merodach BaJadan occupied two years (710 and 709 
B.C.). In the fu-st campaign the Babylonians were 
defeated in the field i the Aranuea.ns dispersed; the 
EL"lmites, among whom the sovereignty had been 
meanwhile transferred from Humba.nigas to Sutruk 
Nanchundi, driven back, and the cities of Babylonia. 
taken. Merodach Ba.la.da.n abandons Babylon, and 
retires to the lower Euphrates, to the land of his nation. 
Sargon ascends the throne of Ba.bylon, and takes tho 
title, "King of Babel, of Sumir and· Acca.d," which 
Tiglath Pilesa.r had borne before him. The second 
~mpa.jgn ends with the captnre and destruction of 
Dur Yakin, with the subjugation of the whole region 
()f the Euphrates as tar as the shore of the Persian 

. Gulf, and the receiving of Meroda.ch Ba.Iadan into 
favour. Accordj.ng to the astronomical canon, Arkeanus 
ascended the throne. of Babylon in the year 709 B.C. 

Arkeanus can only be Sargon (Sa.rrnkin). One of 
the tablets, which contains contra.cts about the sale 
of parcels of land, slaves, and loans, from the time 
of Sa.rgon, bears the date: "Month Sebat, year of 
?tluttakkil-Essur, viceroy of Gozan i fifteenth year 
of Sa.rgon, king of Asshur, third year of his reign 
in Babylon." i As Sargon certainly cannot have 
ascended the throne of Babylon later than the year 
709 B.C., the year 707-706 would be the third 

I Above, p. 113; OJ>I-t, .. Becorda tJl the p .... 7, t&-61. 
• Heu.ui, "lIor.brlooe,. p. 1;;7 •. 
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year of his reign over Babylonia; the canon {)f the 
Assyrian rulers actually puts the year of Muttakkil
Assur at the year 706 B.C. 

The campaigns of the unwearied Sargon did not 
end with the subjugation of the whole region of Baby
lonia. The Annals and Fasti narrate how he overthrew 
Mutallu of Kummukh (Gumathene), who had united 
himself with Argistis, king of Ararat, who must have 
taken the place of Urza (p. 99), and that he planted 
there pe9ple from Bit Yakin (707 R.C.). The land of 
Ellip, which he had previously subjugated, remained 
faithful to him as long as king Dalta lived. After his 
death his Bons Nibi and Ispabara contended for the 
throne. The former sought help from Sutruk Nanchundi 
of Elam; Ispabara vowed allegiance to him (Sargon). 
To support Ispabara, Sargon sent troops to the land 
of Ellip, the position of which we can only so far 
ascertain from the inscriptions, as to know that it 
.bordered on Media (p. 101) as well as EIam. Nibi's 
warriors and the Elamites were defeated; Nibi was 
taken prisoner, his adherents were crucified, and Ispa
bara became the prince of the whole land (706 B.CV 
. Sargon, who defeated the Egyptians and the Ethio
pians, who subjugated Syria and Babylonia, who had 
gone through 80 many battles, came to a violent end, 
but not in war. He was murdered. The list of the 
rulers announces the naked fact in the year 705 B.C., 

and adds the accession of his son Sennacherib, oli 
~hom fell the heavy task of maintaiIfing the wide 
dominion which Sargon had won. If he did not 
succeed in doing this without some loss, his build~ 
ings, which he began immediately after his acces
sion, were not inferior to those of his father. He 

I Tho A.nnaJs in Opport, I6c. cU. 7, 61-63. The Fasti in M6nant, 
• AnnoL" p. 186, 187. 
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must have commenced them at the beginning of his 
reign. The inscription on a cylinder (Bellino), bear
ing the date of the third year of Sennacherib, gives 
the dimensions of a palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh, 
l!-nd describes the architecture and adornment. The 
kings, his fathers, had built this palace, but had not 
completed its splendour; the waves of the Tigris had 
injured the foundations; he altered the course of the 
Tigris, strengthened the dams, built the palace afresh, 
and caused lions and bulls to be hewn out of great 
stones.1 The remains of this structure lie on the site 
of the ancient Nineveh, immediately to the north 
of the Khosr, which flowed through the city, on the 
old bed of the Tigris, near the modern village of 
Kuyundshik. The dimensions give this palace the 
first place aDlong the castles of the kings of Asshur. 

- It rose on a terrace of more than 80 feet in height, 
close by the Tigris. The great porticoes were from 
150 to 180 feet in length, and about 40 feet in breadth; 
the great gallery was 218 feet in length, and 25 feet 
in breadth. About 70 chambel'B have been discovered 
in this building.z The main front lay to the north
west; two great winged bulls with human heads 
guarded the entrance. At the entrance of the north
east front also were two bulls of this kind. In the 
great portico behind this entrance, and the gallery 
abutting upon it, the process of building is repre
sented on th!l reliefs on the walls. We see the clay 
pits, the workmen carrying baskets filled with cJay 
and bricks, the great blocks intended for the images of 
the lions and bulls coming up the Tigris, and brought 
to the elevation on shore by ropes drawn by hundreds 
of hands. This is done by means of slips under which 

1 Cylinder BelliDo in H&umt, " AnnaL' p. 229. 
• G. Ba..-liDaou. "lIlooan:b,' 2". 179, .. Ii. 
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are placed wooden rollers. A lion, alrea<1y finished, 
standing upright and surrounded by a wooden case, 
and held up by workmen with ropes and forked poles, 
is drawn along in this manner; the hinder end of the 
slip is then raised by a lever plaeed on wedges in 
order to facilitate the elevation. The overseer st'ands 
between the fore-feet of the colossus, and directs by 
the movement of his hands the 'efforts of the work
men. Sennacherib himself from his chariot watches 
the advance of this statue. In the same way a 
finished human-headed bull is drawn along by four 
long rows ·of 'Workmen. In another chamber we see 
rows of servants, who carry apples and grapes, pastry 
and other food in baskets. The reliefs of the next 
porticoes and halls exhibit the warlike acts of Sen
nacherib; the crossing of rivers, sieges, storoiin gs of 
cities in the mOllI!tain country, in the plain, in the· 
marsh. Unfortunately the inscriptions over these 
have almost entirely perished along with the upper 
part of the waIls; only a few words are leg~ble. The 
inscription of the third year of Sennacherib (703 B.C.) 
concludes the ,account of this building with the 
words: "To him among my sons, mhom A.sshur in 
the course of the days shall summon to be lord over 
land and people, I say this: This palace will grow old 
and fall to pieces. May he set it up, restore the in
scriptions and the writing of my name, and clean the 
images; may he offer sacrifice; and put,. everything in 
its place; 80 shall A.sshur hear his prayer.'~ 1 The 
inscriptions on slabs between the thighs of the two 
bulls before the north-west entrance give a detailed 
account of the dimensions and manner of the building 
of this palace." 

1 M6nant, loc. cit 229, 230 • 
• MoDWlt, loc. <iI. P. 212. 
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In the inscription on the cylinder, Senna.chcrib 
. boasts that he made a canal from the Khosr through 
the city; that he renovated Nineveh, "the city of lstar," 
and made it brilliant as the sun; the prisoners, Chal
dreans, Aramalans, captives from Van and Cilicia, were 
employed on these works. 1 The adornment of Nineveh, 
the strengthening of its walls, are mentioned on inscrip
tions on slabs in the palace itsel£.' Another cylin<kr 
(Smith) from the ninth year of the reign of 8enna.cherib 
(697 B.C.),S also mentions the buildings which the king 
undertook for the restoration of Nineveh: the prisoners 
of his campaigns worked at them: Philistines and 
Tyrians are here added to Chaldreans, Arau:uealJs, 
Armenians, and Cilicians.' Later documents inform us 
that Senna.cherib built temples to Nebo and Meroda.ch 
at Nineveh. 5 A third cylinder (Taylor) has been pre
served from the fifteenth year of the reign of Senna.cherib 
(691 B.C.), which tells us of a second great building of 
his at Nineveh. By the kings, his fathers, a house had 
been erected for the preservation of the treasure; for 
the horses and troops.. This building had become 
damaged; he caused the old house to be removed, and 
built up again OD a larger seale.' The remains of this 
building lie to the south of the confiuence of the 
Khoar and Tigris near the modem Nebbi Yunus.. Ac
cording to the evidence of the ruins it was of smaller 
dimensions than the palace at Kuyundshik. To the 
north-east of ,Nineveh, near the modem Baviao. the 
image of Senna.cherib is hewn in the rocks.. The 
inscription on this image informs us in detail what 
Senna.cherib had done for the irrigation of the land or 
Assyria: among other things it is mentioned, that he 

1 ve...m. loo. ciI. p. 228, 229. • 1Unant, loo. ciI. p. 211. 
• Y- of Nabad1lJ1lllllUr. • O. Smith, •• Dioc." p. 308. 
• G. Smith, .. Assw-bowipal," p. 318. • lUwoat, loo. ciI. p. 224. 
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'had made 16 (18) canals from the Khosr, or into it.1 

Bricks found at Sherif-Khan show by the stamp that 
Sennacherib built a temple there to Nergal; the bricks 
of a heap of ruins to the south-west of the ancient 
Arbela show that he erected there the fortifications of 
a city called Kakzi.· 

The most indispensable task which devolved on 
Sennacherib at his accession was the keeping of Babylon 
in subjection. The news of the death of Sargon, the 
mighty warrior, might arouse among all the nations 
which had felt the weight of his am so heavily the 
hope of again shaking off the yoke. If the Babylonians 
succeeded in freeing themselves from the dominion of 
his successor, there was the prospect that such a success 
would be an event of wide intportance; a sign and 
example to the subject lands. According to the evi
dence of Josephus, Berosus related of Sennacherib that 
he fought against all Asia and Egypt: S Abydenus 
represented him as subjugating Babylonia.' Alexander 
Polyhistor, according to a fragment which Eusebius 
has preserved, narrated as follows: "After that the 
brother of Sennacherib reigned in Babylon, and after 
him Akises, who was slain by Merodach Baladan after 
30 days; Meroda.ch Baladan maintained himself by 
violence for six months, and was then slain by a man 
of the name of Elibus. But in the third year of the 
reign of Elibus, Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, 
collected an army against the Babylonians, conquered 
them in the battle, and carried away Elibus with his 
followers to Assyria. Sennacherib placed his son 
Asordanes (Esarhaddon) as ruler over Babylon; he 
himself returned to Assyria." 6 After the reign of 

, &dwell, .. Recorda of the past," 9, 23: M~nant, /oc, cit p. 236. 
I In M6nant, Ioc. oil. p. 237. • Joseph ... :Antiq." 10, 1, 4. 
• In Euseb ... Ohron." 1, p. 36, ed. Schone. 
I Euseb .. Ohron." I. II. 27- ad. Schone. 



110 . ASSYRIA. 

Arkeanus (Sargon) from 709 B.O. to 705 B.O., the as-
. tronomical canon gives an interregnum for the years 
104 and 703 B.O.; after this comes the reign of Belibus, 
which lasted three years, from 702 B.O. to 700 B.O. 

Belibus was succeeded by Aparanadius, who reigned 
six years (699-694 1I.0.~ If we attempt to unite 
these statements with the quotation from Polyhistor, 
Sennacherib, immediately on his accession, made his 
brother king and viceroy of Babylon, but he was unable 
to maintain his position; a rebel, Akises, seized the 
throne, and was in his turn overthrown by Merodach 
Baladan, whose reign over Babylon only lasted six 
months. The two years after Sargon's death, wbich 
were occupied by this regency and these usurpations, 
are marked in the astronomical canon as an interregnum. 
As the last half year of this period was occupied with 
the usurpation of Merodach BaJadan. and the preceding 
month by Akises, Sennacherib's brother must have 
reigned over Babylon 17 months after Sargon's de:Lth, 
or a little longer (the canon gives the last year of each 
reign entirely to the king who died in it). Towards 
the close of these two years the Elibus of Polyhistor, 
the Belibus of thE! canon, overthrew Merodach Bala.dan, 
and reigned till 700 B.C., in which year Sennacherib 
marched against Babylonia, defeated Elibus, took him 
prisoner, and placed his son Asordanes as king over 
Babylon. The Aparanadius of the canon must be the 
Asordanes of Polyhistor. 

Sennacberili's inscriptions show that the events took 
place nearly but not quite in this manner. His 
archives say nothing of the regency of a brother in 
Babylon; they do not exclude such a regency, but they 
show clearly that Merodach Baladan was in possession 
of the throne of Babylon in 704 B.O. Is this Merodach 
Baladan the Merodach Baladan of Bit Yakin, of South 
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Chaldrea.. who plj.id homagEl t:o Tiglath Pilesar II. at 
Sapiya in the year 731 :s.c., and who after the death of 
ShaJ.manesar IV., in the year 721 :s.C., possessed himself 
af the throne of Babylon-whom Sargon fought against 
at that time, but did not overthrow-whom he deprived 
of all his land in the years. 710 Ij,Ild 709 B.C., and then 
received into favOUI: 1 The. man who possessed him~ 
Sjllf of Babylon in the year 704 B.C. belongs without III 

doubt to the princely housEl. of Bit Yakin ~ we find 
him retiring before Sennacherib from Babylon to Bit 
Yakin, as he had previously retired before Sargon. 
The Merodach Baladan of Sennacherib can therefore 
only be the Merodach Baladan of Tiglath Pilesar, and 
Sargon, or a son of the same name.' As the inscrip~ 
tions give the name simply without any addition. 
we have in him no doullt. the same prince of Bit 
Yakin who submitted to Tiglath Pilesar and W3& 

defeated by Sargon. That Merodach Baladan was in 
possession of Babylon at least six months, as Polyhistot 
states, is proved by the combinations into which, ac
cording to Sennacherib's inscriptions, he entered with 
the king of Elam, the 'tribes. of Mesopotamia, Ij,Ild 
tribes of the Arabians, before Sennacherib attacked 
him; by the fact that Sennacherib fo~d the troops of 
Elam united with those of Babylon; and by thee 
embassy of Merodach to Hezekish, king of J ndah, 
urging him to make common cause with him against. 
Assyria, which is mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
He certainly had time to make extensive-"preparations 
against Sennacherib. 

Merodach Baladan must therefore have obtained the 
throne of Babylon not long after the accession of 
Sennacherib. Sennachcrib's first campaign was directed 
against him in order to restore the authority of Assyria 

1 ct. E. f!cbra.der. "K. A. T." .. 213 ft. 
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over Babylonia. The inscription of Nebbi Yunus teils' 
us at the very beginning: .. In a great battle I con
quered Merodach Baladan and the nations of Chaldrea 
and Aram; the army of Elam which had come to their 
W!Sistance." 1 Four other narratives in greater detail 
have been preserved relating to this campaign; one 
from the third year of Sennacherib (703 B.C., the 
cylinder Bellino, already mentioned), the second from 
the ninth year of Sennacherib (697 B.C., the cylinder 
Smith, also already mentioned), the' third dates from 
the fifteenth year of Sennacherib (691 B.C., the 
cylinder Taylor), the fourth is given in the inscrip
tion on a slab between the thighs of the bulls at the 
ent,rance to the great palace of Sennacherib at Kuynnd
shik. This last account, which is uninjured, does not 
go back beyond the fourth year of Sennacherib. The 
oldest account tells us: "At the beginning of my 
reign I inflicted·a defeat on Merodach Baladan, the 
king of Kardunias (Babylon), together with the army 
of Elam, before the city of Kia. In the middle of 
the battle he escaped alone, and Hed to the land of 
Guzuman, into the marshes. The chariots, horses, 
mules, and camJlIs, which he left on the field of battle, 
full into my hands. His palace in Babylon I entered 
full of joy. I opened his treasury; I carried away 
gold, silver, golden and silver veseeIs, precious stones; 
his wife, and. the women of the palace. I sent my 
soldiers to pursue him to Guzuman, to the marshes_ 
They pursue3. him five days, but no trace of him was 
seen. In the strength of Asshur, my lord, I took 89 
fortified cities and. fortresses in the land of Kaldi, 
and 820 smaller places. The Aramreans and Chal
dreans, who formed garrisons in Erech, Nipur, Kis, 
.Chalanne, and Kutha, I carried away with the rebellious 

• In JUoaai, .. Annal. " P. 23L 
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inhabitants; Belibus, the son of a man of wisdom, 
from the neighbourhood of Suanna, I made the ruler 
of Sumir and A.ccad." 1 The two accounts immediately 
following the first agree with it except that the number 
of the fortified places taken in Chaldrea is given as 75 
and 76, and the number of smaller places in both is 420. 
Both also, like the summary account on the slabs of 
the bulls, pass over the setting up of Belibus as regent/' 
no doubt because this regency was no longer in exist
ence when they were written. In Polyhistor, as we 
have' seen, it is Elibus who overthrows Merodach 
Baladan; in the astronomical canon, Belibus ascends 
the throne of Babylon in the year 702 B.C. A.ccord
ing to the inscriptions, Merodach Baladan's rule over 
Babylon was overthrown as early as 703 B.C.; ac
cording to the canon, his overthrow, or at any rate 
the establishment of Belibus, did not take place till 
702 B.C. 

After driving Merodach Baladan out of Babylonia 
Sennacherib subjugated the tribes of Tumun, Richih, 
Rahua, Pekod, Hauran, Nabatu, and Hagaranu {the 
Hagarites), who" had not been reduced to submission," 
i. e. who had taken up arms against ~yria for Mero
dach Baladan; 208,000 men and women, children and 
adults,8 were captured and carried away to Assyria, 
with 7200 horses and mules, 5330 camels, 70,000 oxen, 
and 800,600 head of small cattle.' The amount of 
cattle taken is omitted in the second, third, and fourth 
accounts; the second and third give us the number 
of the prisoners. These prisoners (Chaldreans and 

1 E. Schrader, .. K. A. T." s. 219 If. 
I G. Bmith, .. Disc." p. 298; Cylinder Taylor in M&umt, .. Annal" 

p.216 • 
• O. Smith'. Cylinder, .. Disc.' p. 298; M6nant reads 2800 prisoners 

OD the Cylinder Taylor • 
• Cylinder lM1ino. 

'VOL. 111. 
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Aramreans), Sennacherib, as we saw above, employed in 
building his new palace and his buildings at Nineveh. 
After this Sennacherib turned against Ispabara, king of 
Ellip, whom Sargon had assisted to the throne against 
his brother (p. 105). Ispabara escaped, the land was 
laid waste, 84 places were taken, the chief city Ilinzas 
received a new name, Kar Sennacherib. II At my 
return," so we find it stated with complete agreement in 
all the four narratives, .. I received the great tribute of 
the distant land of Media, and subjugated that land 
to my dominion." 1 

Merodach Baladan had been compelled to retire from 
Babylonia. He had maintained himself in his native 
land in south Chaldrea. When in Syria, Sidon and AJy. 
calon, Ekron and Judah took up arms, and Sennacherib 
was compelled to march thither, Merodach Baladan, 
could attempt to regain what he had lost. He was 
soon again in alliance with the king of Elam, or rather 
he remained in alliance with him. The Elarnitesrecon
quered two cities which Sargon had taken from them. 
In Babylonia a rebellion broke out, at the head of 
which stood a man of the name of 8uzub. Belibus 
appears to have been unable to maintain himself against 
him, against South Chaldrea nnder Merodach Baladan, 
and Elam. The astronomical canon puts the end of 
his reign in 700 B.o. The later inscriptions of Sen
nacherib, as already observed, make no mention of 
Belibus, but they tell us of a campaign which Sen
nacherib on-his return from the Syrian war, in which 
at the close, as we shall soon see, he gained no succese, 
nndertook against Suzub and South Chaldrea. " In 
my fourth ca.mpaign," so Sennacherib relates on the 

1 Cylinder 1lellino, in :H6nant, p. 228 ; Cylinder G. Smith, .. J>i.c. " 
P. 302 ; Cylinder Taylor in Keoant, p. 227; .. Becordo <A the Past," 
7,61. 
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cylinders Smith ·arid Taylor, "I collected my army: 
I bade it go against the land of Bit Yakin. In the 
course of this enterprize I brought about the overthrow 
of Suzub the Chaldman, who dwelt in the marshes; he 
retired. Merodach Baladan, whom I had thrown to the 
ground on my former campaign, whose war-like forces 
I had scattered, retired from the approach of my mighty 
warriors, and the blow of my violent attack; he put 
the gods, who rule in his land, on board ship, and fled 
like a bird to Nagitirakki, which lies in the niidst of 
the sea. His brothers, the scions of the house of his 
father, whom he left behind on the coast, and the re
mainder of his nation in the lakes and marshes I brought 
out and took prisoners. I turned back and destroyed 
his cities. I struck terror into his ally, the king of Elam. 
At my return I put Assurnadin, my eldest son, on the 
throne of his dominion, and entrusted him with the 
whole extent of the land of Sumir and Accad." 'fhe 
stone slabs on the bulls of Kuyundshik also mention 
the establishment of Assurnadin in Babylon.' 

From this account we gatber that Babylon, if it was 
not lost, wavered; that the chief of the rebels in Baby
lonia retired before the approach of Sl',JInacherib into 
the marshes. The establishment of Assurnadin. as 
regent of Babylonia by Sennacherib did not take place 
till Merodach Baladan was driven out of Bit Yakin. 
The inscriptions do not mention Sennacherib's entrance 
into Babylon. Aparanadius, whose reign tJ1e astrono. 
mical canon represents as beginning with tlie year 6911 
B.C., can orily be Assurnadin, the son of Sennacherib.· 

1 G. Smith, .. Disc." p. 808; M6nanf." Annal." p. 219, .. Records of 
the Past," " 63. 

I The fourth campaign of Bennaoherib, the eet&blishment of Assur
nadin cannot be later than the yeer 698 D.c., Binoe the Cylinder Smith, 
which datee from the y .... 691 B c., oonoludee with th ... events, and 
then apea.ka only of the buildinga; G. Smith, .. Die.," p. 308, 

. 12 
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The expulsion of Merodach. Baladanout of South 
Chaldrea; the establishment of the BUCCeSJ30r to the 
throne of Assyria as regent of Babylon, had no more 
lasting results than the establishment of Belibus three 
years before. 8uzub, who had retired into the marehcs 
before 8ennacherib, was again at the head of Babylonia. 
"The tribes of Bit Yakin," so 8ennacherib tells us on 
the cylinder Taylor, " despised my rule; they settled in 
the city of Nagitti, in the land of Elam." Sennacherib 
directed his sixth campaign against them (the fifth was 
directed against the land of Nipur). " On my sixth 
campaign (696 B.C.), I attacked Elam, and carried the 
people of Bit Yakin with the people of Elam into cap
tivity. At my return, Suzub, & child of Babylonia, 
whom the rebellious people in the land of Sumir and 
Accad had raised up, came to offer me battle. I con
quered him; he fell into my hand j I gave him his life, 
and caused him to be taken into Assyria. The king 
of Elam, who came to his assistance, I put to flight." 1 

The inscription of Nebbi Yunus gives us & fuller 
account. It narrates the carrying away of the people 
of Elam, like the cylinder, and then continues: .. After 
this (1) the Jeading inhabitants of _ Babylonia, who 
were round Merodach Baladan, escaped and called on 
the king of Elam for help, who placed Suzub, the son 
of Gated, on the throne. I sent my warriors against 
the king of Elam; they slew many of his people; thcy 
made themselves masters of the gods who dwell in 
Arak (Erecb), of 8arnas, Bilit, Istar, Nergal, and their 
endless treasures. Suzub, the king of Babylon. who 
was taken prisoner after & great battIe, they brought to 
Nineveh into my presence." • We see that in spite of 
the regency of Assurnadin. which would not be weak, 
in spite of the attack of 8ennacherib on Elam, the 

1 In JUnant" loc. <it P. 220, 22L • In JUnant, p. 232. 
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adherents of Suzub, whrn combined with the adherents 
of Merudach Baladan and supported by. Elam, were 
strong enough to remove Assurnadin not long after 
his appointment, and to raise Suzub to the throne. 
His defeat and imprisonment were heavy blows for the 
Babylonians, but they did not break their resistance. 
The city of Babylon was not attacked by Sennacherib. 

The stubborn resistance of Babylonia against Sen
nacherib was supported, as the inscriptions clearly 
show, by Elam, where a new king, Kndur Nanchundi, 
had succeeded Sutruk Nanchundi (p. 103).1 In order, 
no doubt, to isolate the Babylonians and take from them 
this support of their resistance, Sennacherib directed 
his seventh campaign against Elam: "The king of 
Elam," we are told in the inscription of Nebbi Yunus, 
" had been the ally of the people of Babel" 2 The two 
cities which Sargon had taken from Sutruk Nanchundi,' 
which the Elamites had subsequently reconquered. 
were taken by Sennacherib, who besides en~merates 
34 large cities of Elam, which he had besieged, con
quered. and burnt. Kudur Nanchundi abandoned his 
chief city, Madaktu, and escaped into a distant region. 
Sennacherib intended to besiege Mad.aktu, but snow 
and rain detained him in the mountains; he returned 
to Nineveh" 

Sennacherib had not attained his object, the subju
gation of Elam. Wbat Sennacherib announces as tbe 
result of his campaign must have appeared.to the Baby
lonians as very small, if not altogether a failure. In the 
cylinder Taylor a'new struggle against Babylon follows 
the return of Sennacherib to Nineveh, a struggle more , 

I An inscription of this king found at Busa is explained by Opport, 
"l!eoordo of the Paot," 7, 82. I In M~nant, loc. cit. p. 232. 

I Abovo, p. 114; Annals of Bargan, in Opport, "l!eoordo of tbe Paot," 
1. 46. • Cylinder Taylor in ,~nant. p. 222. 
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important and severe than any preceding. Suzub, whoni 
Sennacherib had taken captive in 696 B.C., escaped out 
of imprisonment., and again appeared as king at the 
head of Babylonia. Merodach Baladan is no more, but 
his son unites with Suzub ; all Chaldrea rises; and by 
its side the Elamites, Aramreans, and several tribes of 
Arabia. This great rebellion ends with the capture and 
destruetion of Babylon. The date of these events, which 
took place in the eighth campaign of Sennacherib, can 
only be defined by the fact that they belong to the 
period after the year 696 B.C., and before the year 692 
B.C. The cylinder which narrates them bears the date 
of the beginning of the year of Belsimiani, i. e. of the 
year 691 B.C. The events of the eighth campaign are 
connected, and follow immediately on each other; the 
close was the conquest of Babylon and second captur6 
of Suzub, as the introductory words to this campaign 
on the cylinder prove: "In my eighth campaign the 
dominion of 8uzub came to an end." After the con
quest of Babel, this inscription only mentions the 
erection of the building at Nebbi YUOU8 (p. 108). 
We must, therefore, put the beginning of the new 
struggle in the year 695 B.C., the destruction of Baby Ion 
in the yesr 694 B.C. 

The Babylonians---so our inscription continu,es after 
the return of Scnnacherib from Elam-had closed the 
great gates of their city; Suzub, who had escaped out 
of captivity. to Elam, and had returned from thence 
to Babylon, was placed on the throne of 8umir and 
Accad. He opened the treasure of Bit Saggatu, i. e. 
of the great temple of Merodach (L 295), and sent the 
sacred gold and silver to the king of Elam. Kndur 
Nanchuodi died three months after the campaign of 

. 8ennacherib against Elam; he was succeeded by 
·his brother, Umman Minanu, who was ready to give 



SARGON AND SENNACHERm. 119 

~istance. Nabu-labar-isknn, a son of Merodach 
Baladali, joined Suzub; the Chaldrean regions of Bit 
Adin, Bit Amukan, Bit Sahalla, took his side. The 
Paraua, the land of Ellip, finally the tribes of the Pekod, 
Gambul, Rahua, and Chindar, rebelled and marched to 
Babel to Suzub, " whom they called king of Babylon." 1 

"The king of Elam, the lands of Parsna and Ellip, the 
whole of Chaldrea, all the tribes of Aram, were united 
with the king of Babylon.'" On the banks of the 
Tigris, near the city of Chaluli,. they offered battle 
to Sennacherib, 150,000 strong. Sennacherib con
quered; Nabu -labar - isknn was captured; Umman 
Minanu and Suzub escaped. ." I granted their lives to 
those who submitted, and acknowledged my dominion." 
With these words the account of the eighth campaign 
of Sennacherib closes on the cylinder Taylor. After 
the description of the battle of Chaluli the inscription 
of Bavian continues: "The whole land of Elam I 
struck with terror; the warriors fled before me to the 
.highest mountains. A second time I turned against 
Babylon; I won the city; I spared not the men, the 
children, or the slaves. Suzub, the king of Babylon, 
who fell into my hands, I carried away ~d his kindred. 
The gods of the city of Hekali, Bin and Sala, which 
Marduk-nadin-akh, king of Accad, had taken from 
Tiglath Pilesar and carried to Babylon 418 years pre
viously, I took away from Babylon; I put them up 
again in their place in the city of Hekali. The cities 
and their pa.laces I have destroyed from th~ foundation 

I Oylinder Taylor in M&lant, p. 232, 233; Talbot, .. Records of the 
Poat," I, 78. 

• Inscription of Nebbi YUDUB in M6nant, /0<. cit. p. 232. An inscrip
tion of Exarbaddon repeats the events of thie war: Suzub, .. of 
u.nknown moe, a lower chieftain," oa.me to Babylon, and was raised to 
be king; U mman MiIumu wae gained by' the treaauree of Bit Saggatu; 
the Pareua joined, etc.; G. Smith, .. Diso." p. 315. 
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to the summit; the walls, altar, temples, and towers; 
I have laid waste." 1 

The statements of the astronomical canon do not 
agree with these inscriptions. With the canon, this 
period, distracted by contests in which for the most 
part Suzub is at the head of Babylon and the city of 
Babel is not in the power of Sennacherib, was the reign 
of Aparanadius, or, as we supposed, of Assurne.din, which 
in the Canon lasts from 699 to 694 B.C. The year 693 
is given to Regebelus, who is succeeded by Mesesimor
dakus from the year 692 to 688 B.C. Arter this the 
canon places an interregnum of eight years (688-680 
B.C.). If we are to attl)mpt to harmonise the two, 
Regebelus and Mesesimordakus may be regarded as 
viceroys, to whom, after the capture of Babylonia, 
Sennacherib entrusted the rule of the country in those 
years. The interregnum which follows would then be 
explained by the fact that Sennacherib reigned over 
Babylonia without a viceroy from the year 688 B.C. 

But in none of the inscriptions preserved does Senna
cherib name himself in his title, king of Sumir and 
Accad, or king of Babel The astronomical canon gave 
UB the name of Sargon at the time when he ruled 
directly over &obylon; why is not Sennacherib's name 
mentioned in a similar position? It is not impossible 
that new rebellions followed the capture of Babylon, 
in which Regebelus and Mesesimordakus were leaders; 
but it is certain that Babylonia, if not South Cbaldrea, 
was under the dominion of Assyria at the death of 
Sennacherib. 

I Bodwell, "Records oItbe paat,' 9, n, 28; M ...... t, "BabyIooe," 
p.I66. Vol D. p..o. 



CHAPTER VI. 

SENNACHEBIB IN SYRIA. 

WHEN Babylonia rebelled against Sennaeherib, imme
diately after the murder of Sargon; w:hen Merodach 
Baladan, whom Sargon had deprived of the rule 
over Babylon, and had finally suffered to rcmain in· 
South Chaldrea,. succeeded in again making himself 
master of Babylon; when the Aramreans, the tribes of 
Arabia, Elam, and the land of Ellip had taken up 
arms against Sennaeherib-the regions of Syria· also 
thought of shaking off the yoke of Assyria. The cities· 
of the Phenicians and of the Philistines, the kingdom 
of Judah, over which king Hezekiah had ruled since 
the death of Ahaz (728 B.C.), rebelled. The old 
opponent of Assyria in the East, Merodach Baladan, 
sought support in the West; the West put hope in the 
successes of. the East: Babylonia and Syria entered· 
into combination. 

The Hebrew Scriptures tell us : .. Merodach Baladan, 
the son of Baladan, king of Babel, sent a letter and 
present to king Hezekiah. And Hezekiah listened to 
him, and shewed them all his treasure-house, the silver 
and the gold, the spices, and the precious oil, and 
all the house of his armour, and all that was found in 
his treasures: there was nothing that he did not show 
them in his house, and in his dominion."1 The 

I 2 Kings zx. 12. 
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request of Merodach Baladan to make common cause 
·with him, which reached Hezekiah in the y~ar 704 
B.C.,1 did not find Judah unprepared. Since Ahaz had 
purchased the safety of his kingdom before the com
bined forces of Damascus and Israel, by submission to 
the dominion of Assyria, Judah had been at peace. 
In nearly thirty years of peace, which had elapged 
since that tinIe, the kingdom had ·been able to recover 
her position. The long siege of Samaria, the fall of 
the kingdom of Israel, were seen by Hezekiah without 
any movement. But the thought of shaking off one 
day the yoke of Assyria was not new to him. Sargon 
has already told us, that at the time whcn Ashdod re-

. belled under Yaman (711 B.C.), the Philistiues, Edom, 
Moab and Judah, did indeed pay their tribute, but 
they thought of treachery, and had sent presents to 
the king of Egypt (at that time Shabataka, p. 91). 
Hezekiahhad provided armour, weapons and shields 
in abundance; he could now no doubt show a well
furnished armour-house to the envoys of Merodach 
Baladan! The neighbours of Judah, the cities of the 
Philistines, and Sidon among the Phenicians, were 
prepared to make .common cause with Hezekiah. In 
the deepest secrecy he formed connections with 
Tirhaka the successor ·of Shabataka in Egypt and 
:Meroe, and sent him valuable presents.. Beside 
Babylonia, Hezekiah could reckon on Egypt; it was 
much to the interest of Egypt to nourish the resist-

1 Merodach Ba.Iadan ....., 88 has been obown (p. 113). driven out 01 
Babylon in the year 703 B.C.; it ill oertein that be ..... ruler there in 
704 B.o. H the Boob 01 the Kings do not mention hio embuoy to 
Hezekiah till after the siege of Jernsa1em by the Asoyriana, they abo .. 
by the &mlO1I!leement 01 Isaiah to Hozekiah, which they put after the 
emhesoy of Merodach Baladan thu: .. He will he a""d Old of the 
baud of the AayriaDa" (2, XL 6). that the embuoy ..... at lerwalem 
before the eampaign of Sennaehon'b; cf J-.. xxxix. 

J J-.. xxii. 2; 2 Cbron.. ~ 4, Ii. • La.:as. 2, 3. 6 
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flowing scourge shall tread you down. The Lord 
. Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel said, In repentance 
and rest ye shall be saved; in quietness and confidence 
shall be your strength. But ye said, No; for we 
will flee upon horees, we will ride upon the swift. 1 

Because ye trust in oppresaion and perverseness your 
iniquity shall be as a watercourse breaking out against 
a high wall, whose breaking cometh in an instant.' 
I have heard from Jehovah God of hosts, of a con· 
sumption, even determined upon the whole earth." I 

"Add ye year to year, let the feasts go round, for 
I will distress Jerusalem, saith Jehovah, and encamp 
against thee round about, and will lay siege against 
thee with a mount, and raise forts against thee.' The 
enemy is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at 
Michmash he hath laid up his carriages. They Ilre 
gone over the passage; they have taken up their 
lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is 
fled. Lift up thy voice, 0 daughter of Gallint; cause 
it to be heard unto Laish, 0 poor Anathoth I Mad
menah is removed, and Gebim's inhabitants flee. 
ThiS day they shall remain in Nob: then he shall 
shake his hanel against the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.6 What aileth thee now 
that thou art wholly gone up to the honse-tops, thou 
that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city 1 
Elam bears the quiver, with chariots of men and horse
men, and Kir uncovers the shield. Thy choicest 
valleys are fun of chariots, and the horsemen shall set 
themselves in array against the gate. The walls are 
broken down, and there is a sound of crying to the 
mountaina." I 

I loa. laX. 16, 16. • r... xxx. 12. 13. 
• loa. lI:XYiii !2. • r... :Dis.I. 
• loa. x. 23-32. • loa. lllci. I, 2. 6-7. 
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. We saw how Senriacherib succeeded in forcing 
Merodach Baladan from Babylon intO South ChaIdrea, 
in defeating the AramreaIl1l, in driving back the 
Elamites, and subjugating the land of Ellip (704 and 
703 B.C.). After the rebellion in th"e East was crushed, 
he turned, in the year 701 B.C., to Syria, to bring 
again into obedience the rebellious cities and states.l 

In the inscription on the bulls, and on the cylinders 
Smith and Taylor,' Sennacherib tells us: "In my 
third campaign I marched against the land of the 
Chatti (the Syrians). Lull (Elulreus), the king of 
Sidon, was seized with a mighty terror of my rule, 
and fled from the West land (acltarn) to Cyprus (Yat
nan),in the sea. I reduced his land to subjection. 
Great Sidon, and Little Sidon, Beth Zitti, Zarephath, 
Machallib; Achzib, Akko, his fortified cities, the might 
of my warriors and the terror of Asshur overpowered 
them. They submitted to me. Tubal (Ithobal) I 
placed upon the royal throne over them, and the pay
ment of yearly tribute to my kingdom I imposed upon 
them as a continuous tax. Menahem of Samaria 
(the second of this name, p. 87), Tubal of Sidon, 
Abdilit of Aradus, Urumelek of BypluB, Mitinti of 
Ashdod, Kamosnadab of Moab, Malikram of Edom-

I It ;. tho third warlike enterprise of Sennacherib, wbich for the 
following reesons cannot be pJacod earlier than 702 B.O. The cylinder 
Bellino dat .. from the eeventh month of the third yeer of Sennacherib, 
i . .. from tho yeer 703 /702; it ooncludeo with the subjugation of EIlip • 
and tho tribute of the Medea. Sennacherib, therefOl'O, may have first 
marched to Syrio in tho year 701 B.O. The ineoription of the bulls 
narrates thio campaign, wbich extends to the eotebliahment ot .Aesuro
nadin in Babylon; eo the cylinder Smith, wbich dates from the yeer 
69'1 B.O. Henoe, &e the year of Hozekiah'. BCCeB8ion is fixed for tho 
year 728 B.O. (p. 16, ... ), the siege of JeruooJem doee not fall in the 
fourteenth year of Hezekiah, in wbich the Books of Kinge place it, 
but in tho twenty-sighth year. 

I I combine u.- throe lIoCOOunto; wbich difier but little from each 
other. 
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all'the kings of the West land, brought their costly 
,presents and things of price to me, and kissed my 
feet. But Zidka of Asca.lon, who had not bowed to 
my yoke, the gods of the house of his fathers, the 
treasures, his wife, his sons, his daughters I brought 
to Assyria. Sar1udari, the son of Rukibti, their 
former king, I placed over the people of Ascalon. I 
imposed upon him the payment of tribute, as the 
symbol of subjection to my rule, and he rendered 
obedience. In continuing my campaign I marched 
against the cities of Zidka, Beth Dagon, Yappa 
(Joppa), Bene Barak, Azor (Yasur), which had not 
submitted to my service, I besieged them. I took 
them and led away their prisoners. The chiefs and 
the nation of Ekron, who had put Padi their king, 
who remained true and faithful to Assyria,1 into iron 
bonds, and had handed him over to Hezekiah ,(Chaza
kiyahu) of Judah, my enemy. Their heart was afraid, 
for the evil deed which they had done. In the neigh
bourhood of Eltekeh (Altaku), the. battle was drawn 
out against me; they encouraged their warriors to the 
contest. In the service of Asshur I fought against 
them and oveIJl?wered them. The charioteers and sons 
of the king of Egypt, together with the charioteers 
of the king of Meroe, my hand took prisoners in 
the midst of the fight. Eltekeh and Tinmath 
(Taamna) I attacked, I took. I carried their prisoners 
away. I marched against the city of Ekron. The 
priestB,' the' chiefs, who had caused the rebellion, I 
put to death; I set their bodies on stakes on the outer 
wall of the city (the inscription of the bulls says: 
• I smote them with the sword'). The inhabitants of 
the city who had exercised oppression and violence, I 

I Cyliauler Smith, "Dian." p. :!Of. 
• G. Smith, "Dian." p. 304. 
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set apart to be carried away; to the rest of the 
inhabitants who had not been guilty of faithlessness 
and rebellion I proclaimed forgiveness. I brought 
it about that Padi their king could leave Jerusalem; 
installed him on his throne of dominion over them, 
I!ond laid upon him the tribute of my rule. Hezekiah 
of Judah who did not submit-46 of his fortified 
cities, and inilUmerable fortresses and small places in 
his kingdom I besieged and took. Two hundred thou~ 
sand one hundred and fiJty captives, male and female, 
horses, mules, asses, camels, oxen, and sheep without 
number, I took out from them, and declared to be 
booty of war. Hezekiah himself I shut up like a bird 
in a cage in Jerusalem (Ursalimma), his royal city. 
I threw up fortifications ~d towers against the eity ; I 
broke through the exit of the great gate. His cities: 
which I laid waste I separated from his land, and 
gave them to Mitinti the king of Ashdod, and Padi 
the king of Ekron, and Ismibil the king of Gaza, 
and thus I diminis}led his land. He (Hezekiah) was 
overcome with fear before my power, and the Urbi (1) 
and the brave warriors whom he had brought up to 
Jerusalem for defence inclined to submission. He 
agreed to pay' tribute. I Thirty talents of gold, 800 
talents of silver, precious stones, chairs of ivory, skins 
and horns of Amsi, great treasures, his daughters, the 
servants of his palace, women and men, he sent to 
Nineveh, my royal abode, and his envoy to pay the 
tribute and promise submission."· • 

The account of Sennacherib shows that Sidon and 
Judah stood at the head of the rising in Syria, that 
the population of the cities of the Philistines was more 
eager than their princes for war with Assyria. The 

I Inaori.ption of the bulls in E. Sohrader, .. K. A. T." L 81, .. 187. 
• E. Schrader, .. K. A. T." 171 fl. G. Smith, .. Diso." p. 803 fl. 

Rodwell, .. Beoorda o£ the Poat," 7, 61 fl. 
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men of Ascalon had either deposed their prioce, who 
. adhered to Assyria, or raised up Zidka, after him, to 
oppose Assyria. When Padi, the prioce of Ekron, 
would not join the rebellion against Assyria, the chiefs, 
the priests, and a part of the population of the city, 
took him prisoner, and handed him over to Hezekiah. 
We have already seen from the statements of the 
Hebrews, that Hezekiah had made better preparations 
for the contest than Hoshea of Israel 25 ycars before. 
Not only were weapons and armour ready for the people; 
the towers aud walls of Jerusalem had been improved 
and strengthened. The defensive work between Zion 
and the city, Millo, had been secured by new forti
fications, a copious conduit brought into the city. 
When the danger came, the streams and spriogs round 
the city were filled up, and an outer wall was carried 
round the city as a first line of defence. In order to 
obtain the materials for this, a number of houses were 
pulled down in the city.' 
: . The Books of Kings tell us that ~. Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria, came up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and took them. Then Hezekiah sent to the 
king of ~ to Lachish, and said: I have sinned, 
depart ·from me; what thou layest upon me I will 
bear. Then the king of Assyria laid upon Hezekiah 
300 talents of silver and 30 talents of gold. And 
Hezekiah gave all the silver that was in the house of 
Jehovah, and in the treasum! of the king's house, and 
cut down the doors and posts of the temple of Jehovah, 
which he had overlaid, and gave it to the king of 
Asshur. But the king of Assyria sent Tartan and 
Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish with a great 
army against Jerusalem, and when they were come up, 
they halted by the conduit of the upper pool which 

I Ia. xxii. 9, 10, 11. 
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lies by the-street of the fuller's field. And they cried 
to the king. Then there went out to them Eliakim, the
overseer of the king's house, and Shebnah the scribe, 
and J oah the chancellor. And Rabsha.keh said to 
them: Ye trust in the staff of a broken reed, even 
Egypt, which passes into a man's hand and pierces 
him who leans upon it. How will ye thrust back a. 
single captain, one of the least of the servants of my 
master t And Eliakim, Shebnah, and J oah said: Speak 
to thy servants in Syriac; we understand it; speak not 
in the Jews' language in the ears of the people that are 
on the wall. Has my master sent me to thy master 
and to thee, said Rabshakeh, and not to- those who 
sit on the wall, who, with you, shall eat their dung 
and drink their water t And Rabsha.keh came up and 
cried with a loud voice, in the Jewfllanguage, towards 
the wall: Hear the words of the great king, the king 
of Assyria: If ye will make peace with me,-thus he 
saith to you,-and come forlih, ye shall eat every one 
of bis own vineyard,. and fig tree, and drink the water 
of his well. But the people remained quiet: for the 
king had given commandment not to answer the 
Assyrians. And Rabshakeh turned back, and found 
the king of Assyria 'Warring before Libnah. Here be 
heard of Tirhaka, king of Ethiopia, that it was said: 
See, he has come up to contend with thea. And he 
again sent messengers to Hezekiah, and said: Be not 
deceived by thy God in whom thou trustest. Have the 
gods of the nations whom my fathers overt~rew saved 
them--Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the sons 
of Eden and Telassar! (p. 6.) Where is the king 
of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the kings of 
Sepharvaim, Hena, and I va t'" 

1 2 Kinga xviii. 18 fl.; a Xinsa m. 8-13; lea. lCIXVi., xuvii • 
2 Chron. n::zii. 

VOL. IU. 
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This aCcount of the Hebrews is confirmed, and sup
plemented by the inscriptions of Sennacherib, given. 
above. They tell us that the king of Assyria directed 
.his arms first against Sidon. He takes the smaller 
cities of the coast belonging to Sidon, Zarephath, 
Achsib, Akko. King Elulreus retires to Cyprus. Sidon 
opens her gates, and receives a new prince, Ithobal 
(Tubal), at the hands of Seimacherib. Aradus and 
Byblus bring trihute. It must have been at the time 
of this campaign in Syria that Sennacherib caused his 
image to be engraved on the rocb at the mouth of 
the NalJr el Kelb, beside the reliefs which Ramses IL 
had caused to be cut there more than 650 years before. 
The picture represents him in. the usual manner of 
Assyrian mIers, with the kidaris on his head, the right 
hand raised, and in.seriptions in. cuneiform letters beside 
the hieroglyphs of Ramses. The cuneiform inscription 
is destroyed to such a degree that only the name of 
Sennacherib can be read. From the coast of the 
Phenicians Sennacherib marches to the South, along 
the sea, against the cities of the Philistines. First, the 
places subject to Ascalon, Japho, Beth Dagon, Bene 
~ Yasur, are besieged and taken. Matinti, the 
prince of Ashdod, pays tribute to Sennacherib. Ascalon 
herself appears to have opened her gates while Zidka 
escaped, for the inscription only mentions the carry_ 
ing away of his wife, his sons and daughters. Sarlu
daTi, the ~n of Rukibti, who had previously reigned 
in Ascalon, and remained loyal to Assyria, was placed 
on the throne. The prince of Samaria, Menahem II., 
the princes of Moab and Edom. bring tribute. Senna
cherib turns a."oainst Ekron: as already remarked, 
the Ekronites had deposed their prince, Padi, and 
given him up as a prisoner to Hezekiah. Beside 
Ekron only J odah remains in arms against Assyria. 
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The account of the Hebrews says that Sennacherib 
took all the fortified cities in Judah: Sennacherib's 
accoli.nt says that he took 46 fortified places, small 
places without number, and carried away 200,150 
men and women. Then, according to the account of 
the Hebrews, Hezekiah sent' to the king of Assyria. 
at Lachish to enter into negotiations .. 

Hezekiah was terrified by the overthrow of the 
cities of the Phenicians and Philistines, the subjuga.
tion of ~he remaining princes, and the invasion of his 
land. As the army of Tirhaka. was not yet in--Syria, 
he despaired under such circumstances of maintaining 
his position, and paid the tribute which Sennacherib 
required-SO talents of gold, and SOO talents of silver, 
accOrding to the Hebrew account. The statement of 
Sennacheribgives SO talents of gold, and 800 talents 
of silver. The differenCe is explained if we may assume 
that the amount given by Sennacherib is founded on 
the light Babylon~n talent, that of the Hebrews on 
the heavy Syrian talent j 800 heavy Syrian talents are 
equivalent to 800 light Babylonian talents.1 If Sen
nacherib states further that he " brought Padi out of 
Jerusalem" (p. 126), he, no doubt, required and obtained 
the !I1llT6nder of Padi besides the tribute in this 
negotiation with Hezekiah. But Sennacherib was not 
content with this demand. It is clear that when the • 
tribute had been paid, and Padi given up, he made 
the further request to open the gates of Jerusalem. 
This Hezekiah reCused. The siege of Jerusalem, which 
Hezekiah had BOught to avert, commenced. "I shut 
-him up,- says Sennacherib, "in Jerusalem, like a bird 
in a cage." 

As the account of the Hebrews shows, Senna
'cherib did not appear himself in person at Jerusalem. 

• Brandis, II MU,nzweaen'" IS. 98. 
K 9 
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Hezekiah's envoys find him at Lachish, in tho south 
of Judah. A relief of the pa.Iace of Sennacherib at 
KuyundShik (p. 106) shows us the :king in the camp 
at Lachish. With two. arrows in the right, and the 
bow in the left hand, he sits in the tent, on a high 
and richly-adorned chair; two eunuchs with fans are 
behind him, fanning him; before him is a general, and 
behind the latter, curly-haired and bearded prisoners, 
and women among them.' The upper inscription 
says: "Tent of Seunacherib, king of the land of 
Asshur)' The lower inscription says: "Sennacberib. 
king of the nations, king of the land of Asshur, sits on 
an exalted throne, to receive the booty from Lachish.'" 
As we gathered from his inscriptions, Sennacherib 
marcbed along the coast from Sidon to the south; he 
had passed beyond Japho. wben the resistance of 
Ekron cbecked him.. In order to bring Ashdod and 
Ascalon to obedience, and to await the approach of 
Tirhaka, Sennacberib encamped at Lacbisb, to cover 
tbe siege of Ekron, and beat back the Egyptians and 
Ethiopians wbo, according to his account, marcbed to 
the aid of Ekron. In order to avoid having any 
enemy in the rear at the. time of Tirhaka's arrival, he 
sends his commander·in-cbief, Tartan. with a part of 
his army, to invade Judah. He was so far success
ful that Hezekiah paid tribute and surrendered PadL 
The surrender of Jerusalem did not take place. He 
now ca~ Jerusalem to be ~vested. Under tbese 
cin:umstances the approach of the Assyrians did not 
take place, as Isaiah had announced, from the north. 
through the pass of Michmash, but from tbe south. 
When arrived before Jerusalem, the leaders of the 
.Assyrians begin to negotiate; tbey demand the sur
render of the city, "tbe hope in Egypt is vain." As 

• Boom 36, in Layard. • E.I!chJader, "K. A. T." .. 170. 



, BENNACHERffilN SYRIA. 1'33' 

tbey failed to produce an effect on the emisSaries of 
Hezekiah; they attempt to entice the soldiers on the' 
wall to desert. In order to lend force to the nego· 
tiations the siege' is commenced. Meanwhne the
Egyptians come nearer; Sennacherib goes back to 
Libnah, and the renewed negotiations, which according 
to the statements of the Hebrews he here commences 
with Hezekiah, show how anxious he was to get 
Jerusalem into his hands. As the negotiations failed, , 
he was compelled to attempt 'to gain the city by, 
assault, by trenches, and besieging towers. 

Isaiah had proclaimed the day of judgment with.: 
more earnestness than any prophet before him. NonEI' 
of them had set himBelf with such force to take !twa)" 
every support from the feeling of self-confidence. The 
Jews were to look forward: with fear and trembling to 
the day of judgment, \;hat they might learn to trust 
in Jehovah alone, and from this renovation of the heart 
might spring into blossom the new and better time
the new kingdom. When all splendour and wealth 
is destroyed j when the chiefs and the warriors are 
overthrown; when "the sinners in Zion quake, and 
trembling seizes the godless; " when" the Lord has thus 
washed away the lewdness of the daughter of Zion,"l' 
and "purgE'd away the dross as with lye," then "be 
will be very gracious to his people which dwelleth in 
Zion, at the voice of her cry; when he shall hear it, 
he will answer thee." I But Isaiah had not tlroclaimed 
the coming judgment for Judah 0111y; he had an
nounced without ceasing, that no earthly power, how~ 
ever great and proud it might be, could stand before 
Jehovah. In his lofty conception the judgment over 
Israel became It judgment over the whole world, from 
the cleansing punishment of which would arise the 

~ Iaa. i. a~. • Iaa. """" 111. 
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new and true religion for all, a new life in the fear of 
God and in piety, in righteowmess and peace. " The 
day of the Lord of hosts," he says, .. shall be upon every 
thing that is proud and lofty, and upon every thing 
that L'l lifted up:. and it shall be brought low; and 
upon all the cedars of Lebanon, and all the oaks of 
Bashan, upon all the high mountains, and lofty towers, 
and upon every fenced wall, and upon all the ships of 
Tarshish, and all costly pictures. The loftiness of man 
shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men, and 
their idols of silver and gold they shall cast down to 
the moles and the bats, and Jehovah alone shall be 
exalted in that day.'" Thus Egypt and Ethiopia 
also will be smitten, and at length the line will 
reach even the l!Courge with which Jehovah has 
punished the sins of the others, even the Assyrians. 
This great day of judgment, "which avenges their 
misdeeds on the inhabitants of the earth," is followed 
by the restoration, for Jehovah" smites and heals."· 
As the exiles of Israel shall return from Asshur and 
the lost from Egypt (the Israelites who had lIed 
thither before Sargon), and Israel's power shall be 
restored, so will Assyria and Egypt be restored, and 
Jehovah will say: "Blessed be Egypt my people. 
and Assyria, the work of my hands, and Israel my 
inheritance." I The standard of Jehovah will be 
planted on the hill of Zion, and under this bauner 
the people shall assemLle. "All nations shall come 
to the n:ount of Jehovah to learn the way of 
Jehovah, and walk in his paths, for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from 
Jernsalem. Then will Jehovah judge among the 
nations, and the work of righteousness is peace, and 
the fruit of righteousness is rest, so that the natioll8 

I Iaa. ii. 12-22. 
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will .beat theil'swords into ploughshares. and .their 
spears into pruning-hooks. Nation shall not raise up 
sword i.gainst nation, nor shall they lea.rn war any 
more.1.:The ,wolf shall dwell-with .the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid. The cow 
and the lioness Bhall feed together;' the lion shall eat 
atJ:a.w likl? the ox; the BUCking child shall play on the 
hole of the asp." 2 But in order that this happy time, 
~'which shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah 
as the waters cover the sea," may be brought on, 
Jenovah's worship must be maintained by a remnant 
of the people which he has chosen, to which he an
nounced his will since the days of the patriarchs. 
Isaiah was, therefore, firmly convinced that Zion and 
the temple of Jehovah, .. in whic4 he had founded a 
precious comer-stone," eould not perish ;...,..that "from 
Jerusalem a remnant would go forth, and the ransomed 
from Mount Zion." As Jehovah had punished Israel 
only in me8l!ures by carrying the people away into 
captivity, but had turned aside the complete annihil
ation of the people, so Isaiah firmly believed that 
in. the present instance also Judah would not be 
entirely destroyed, that Jerusalem would not be taken, 
and the judgment of Jehovah would be accomplished, 

I Isa. ii. 3, 4.-
• !sa. xi. 6--8; ct. En. 6-12; l<XX'I'. 5-10. The ideas 01 the 

happy future are not quite oonsistent in Isaiah. If in one place he 
extends the peace of the world down to the beastB of prey, in others 
h. reprsoont. the restored kingdom 01 David, the united Ephraim anel 
..Judah, as .. opp""';"g their opp_" "Judah 'will be a terror 
for Egypt" (xix. 11), and the Ismelitos.,.;u "1100 to the 80& on the 
shouldere of the Philistin .. : together they will plunder the BOIlS of the 
East, and eubjugste EdDm, Moab, and Ammon" (xi. l4). In the, 
II8DJ8 way the new king 01 the race of David, who will then rule, 
appoare to him at one time gifted with the etrength of David, and is 
again dOllCll'ibed 88 participating in the Divine nature, and paBBOI into 
.. general picture 01 the happy future. 

• !sa. ""vii. 8. 
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by the harrying and devastation of the whole land by 
the Assyrians, and the capture of the remaining cities. 
This hope was in him the more surely fOUilded as 
Hezekiah worshipped Jehovah with zeal and earnest;. 
ness. 

Though the cities of Judah were lost, and Sen· 
nllcherib lay in the BOuth of Judah with a mighty 
army, though hundreds of thousands had been carried 
away, and Jerusalem itself was now shut up, Isaiah 
was nevertheless more zealous and earnest in urging 
the people and the king to resistance than he had 
previously been in advising them to desist from the 
undertaking. The line of destruction would BOon reach 
the Assyrians, they would not march into Jerusalem; 
Jehovah would rescue the remnant of Judah. " La I 
the Assyrian," thus Isaiah represents Jehovah as say· 
ing, "the rod of mine anger and the staff of mine 
indignation is in his hand. Against the people of my 
wrath I will send him to take the spoil, and to tread 
them down like the mire of the street.' But it shall 
come to pass that when the Lord hath performed his 
whole work upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I 
will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of 
Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he 
saith; I have removed the bounds of the people, and 
have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the 
princes like a valiant man. My hand hath found lUI 

a nest the riches of the people, and as one gathcreth 
eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; there 
was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, 
or peeped. By the etrength of my hand I have done 
it, and by "my wisdom. for I am prudent. Shall I not, 
as I have done to Samaria and her idols, so do to 
Jerusalem and her idols' Shall the axe boast against 

JJa. s. G, 8. 
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him that heweth'therewith; or shalf the saw magnify 
itself against him that shaketh it ! Ai!. if the rod led 
him that bears it, or the staff raised the msn. There
fore the Lord of hosts will send a blight upon his 
fatness, and a firebrand will' destroy his splendour" 
and diminish the glory of his forest a.nd his fruitful 
field, and the remna.nt of the trees will be so few, that: 
a child msy write them.' When thou sha.lt cease to 
desolate, thou shalt be desolated: when thou shalt 
make an end to plunder, they shall plunder thee." 
Jehovall hath determined it from the days of old, 
a.nd from distunt times he hath established it. I have 
suffered it to take place that the ABsyrian destroyed 
the cities and msde them heaps of ruins, and that 
their inhabitants were put to shame, of small power" 
as grass of the field., But I know the insolence of 
the mighty, and his going out and coming in, saith 
Jehovah. For the sake of his insolence, and beca.use 
his tumult has come up into my ears, I will put my, 
ring in his nose, and my bit in his mouth, and carry: 
him back on the way that he came. 0 my peopl~ 
that d welleth in, Zion, be not afraid of the ABsyrian; 
He smote thee with the rod, and lifted up his sta.ll' 
against thee. Yet a little while and' my indignation 
shall cease, and mine anger shall turn to their destruc
tion, and in that day his burden shall be taken from 
thy shoulder, and his yoke from thy back." The king 
of ABsyria shall not come into .this city, nor shoot an 
arrow there, nor come before it with.a shield, nor cast 
a bank against it. By the way that he came, by the 
88.Ille shall he return. And I will defend this city to 
save it for my own sake, and for the sake of my 
servant David.' Ai!. I have purposed so shall it come 

I loa. 1 1-18. • Isa. laXiii. 1. • Isa. L 24-27 • 
• 2 Xinga Dx. 26-33; Isa. zu;vi., DZVii. 1-:-34-
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to pasS. I will break the Assyrian in my land, and 
tread him under foot.1 Lo I a noise of many nations, 
which make a noise like the sound of mighty waters. 
But Jehovah shall rebuke them, and they shallllec far 
off, and shall be chased as the whirling dust before 
the wind.. And behold at evening trouble, and before 
the morning they are not. This is the portion of them 
that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.'" 

No doubt the Assyrians threw up trenches and besieg
ing towers round the city; no doubt they endeavoured 
to destroy the walls and gates. But Jerusalem was 
saved. The army of Tirhaka, though it appeared 
veryJate in Syria, did not fail to come. Sennacherib 
had time to bring the siege of Ekron to an end, to 
execute the leaders of the rebellion, to carry away II 
part of the populat.ion, and setnp Padi again as the 
prince of Ekron (p. 127), before the Egyptians and 
Ethiopians came. He retired before their approach 
from Libnah to. Timnath and Eltekeh, in order, no 
doubt, to be nearer the part of his army which was 
besieging Jerusalem, and to be able to withdraw 
troops from it for the decisive battle. Of this battle, 
which took place near Eltekeh, he tells us that he was 
victorious in it; that he took captive charioteers and 
BOUS of the princes of Egypt, and charioteers of the 
king of Meroe in the conflict. But while in other 
cases the hostile king is invariably mentioned by 
name, Tirhaka's name is wanting; Sennacherib speaks 
quite vaguely of the kings of Egypt (8tJITani 1IUd 
.M1U8l1n) and the king of Meroe (1llT mat Milrt"",), who 
came to aid Ekron, of BOUS of the kings of Egypt, of 
charioteers of the kings of Meroe, whom he captured ; 
captive BOUS of princes are also mentioned elsewhere 
in the inscriptions. Further, f;ennacherib does not tell 

I ha. :.a". 24-2'1. • ha. M. 12-14. 
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US, as is usual elsewhere, how many of the enemy 
were killed; how many prisoners he took, that the 
enemy fled, and that he pursued them. If we add to 
this that the siege of Jerusalem ends suddenly accord
ing to the lIOOOunt of the Hebrews, that Sennachcrib's 
a.rmy did not appear afterwards in Syria, although he 
$3.t for 20 years on the throne of Assyria after this 
battle, we cannot fail to see that Sennacherib, if not 
completely defeated at Eltekeh, must have Buft'ered 
the severest losses-losses of such weight that they 
compelled him to retire immediately after the battle, 
and break oft'the siege of Jerusalem on the spot. 

This result Sennacherib's inscriptions conceal. by 
speaking very vaguely of the enemy, and bringing 
into prominence some captures, which may have been 
effected even by the defeated side in the battle. This 
concealment was aided by the fact that the rulers who 
rose again in the districts of Egypt under Sabakon 
-the" hereditary lords." who maintained themselves 
under Sabakon's successors - could be described as 
kings, while their sovereign, Tirhaka, could be kept in 
the background, and made to appear as the king of 
Meroe. Of more importance is the attempt in the 
annals to give the appearance of a favourable issue to 
the campaign in Syria. by altering the chronology of the 
events. They represent that, which took place before 
tbe battle of Eltekeh, as taking place after it; the 
invasion of Judah, the negotiations with Hezeki!ili, his 

. payment of tribute, which according to ihe account of 
the Hebrews took place before the battle at EItekeh, 
when Sennacherib was at Lachish, they put after the 
battle. so that Sennacherib's campaign appears to close 
with the submission of Hezekiah. The inscriptions 
do not. give any false facts: they even mention the 
attempt to seduce the soldiem of Hezekiah, saying that 
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"the good warriors, whom he had brought to Jerusalem 
" for defunce, were inclined to submission i" they only 

alter the order, and represent the capture of Ekron, 
the shutting "up and siege of Jerusalem, the division 
of the land in the south of Judah among Ashdod, 
Ekron, and Gaza, and, finally, the payment of tribute 
by Hezekiah, as coming after the battle of Eltekeh, 
whereas these events preceded it i and in their usual 
manner they exaggerate the pa.yments of Hezekiah, 
when they repr6flent him as sending" his daughters .. 
to Nineveh. That the inscription of Nebbi Yunus 
mentions the subjugation of the land of Judah 
(Jehuda) and its king Hezekiah (Chazakiyahu), beside 
the dethronement of Luli of Sidon,! has no basis 
beyond the tribute of 330 talents. 

To the Hebrews the. reScue from the most grievoul 
distress, the sudden depa.rture of the Assyrians from 
the" walls of Jerusalem, could appear only" as 8. decree 
of Jehovah, as the work of his mighty arm. When 
Isaiah announced to Hezekiah the word of Jehovah : 
.. I will pi:otect this city, and save it for my own and 
my servant David's sake"-the Books of the Kinge 
continue-" It came to pass in the selfBame night that 
the angel of Jehovah went out, and slew in the camp of 
the Assyrians 185,000 men! And when they arose 
in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 
Then Sennacherib departed, and went and returned, 
and dwelt iu Nineveh." In most complete contrast to 
his father Abiz, who had sacrificed his son to Moloch, 
and altered the arrangements of the temple at Jeru
salem after an Assyrian model (p. 78), Hezekiah was 
sincerely devoted to the worship of Jehovah. He 
had "removed the high places, broken the pillars, and 
destroyed the Astartes;" .he had made thorough regu· 

I In Keaant ... .AmIaI.. " P. 23L • 2 Xinga lcix. ~, 36. 
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lations for the purification, arrangement, and elevation 
of the worship,· and taken measures for the· better 
maintenance of the priests and Levites.1 The revision 
by the prophetic hand, in which we possess the Books 
of Kings, naturally derives all the misery which fell 
upon Israel and Judah from the idolatry of the kings, 
who for this reason, no doubt, are made to sacrifice 
on the hills more frequently than was really the case, 
to offer incense to strange gods, and pray to all the 
l10st of heaven. The more easy was it, on the other 
hand, to believe that the sudden, most unhoped-for 
rescue of the. pious king was brought about by the 
direct interposition of Jehovah, and the announcement 
of the grp.a.t prophet fulfilled on the spot. 

The priests of Memphis, or the interpreter, gave 
the following account of the meeting of Sennacherib 
and the Egyptians to Herodotus: Sethos, a priest of 
Hephoostus(of Ptah of Memphis), ruled over Egypt, 
when Sanacheribus, the king of the Arabs and 
Assyrians, led a great army against Egypt. of the 
warriors in Egypt none would go against him, for 
Sethos had despised them, as though he had no need 
of them, treated them badly, and taken away the 
plots of land' which they had possessed under former 
kings. In despair Sethos lamented in the temple 
before the image of the god, and the god appeared to 
him in a dream, and bade him be of good courage; he 
would Buffer no harm if he marched out against the 
enemies; the god would himself send him helpers. 
So Sethos marched out with those who would follow 
of their own will-none of the ~arriors followed-and 
pitched his camp near Pelusium. Then field-mice 
spread over the camp of the enemies, and gnawed to 
pieces their quivers, their bows, and shield-handles; 

I 2 Kiuga svill. ~ 
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and when on the next morning they lIed away without 
- arms, many" of them were slain. "And now this 

king," so Herodotus concludes his narrative, .. stands 
in stone in the temple of Hephrestus (of Ptah), with a 
mouse in his hand, and says by his inscription-' Look 
on me, and be pious.'''' Neither the list of Manetho 
nor the monuments mention or know a priest Sethos 
of Memphis, who ruled over Egypt in the days of 
Sennacherib. The opponent of Sennacherib from the 
Nile, whose name is passed over in his inscriptions, 
was Tirhaka, the king of Napata and Egypt, as tho 
Hebrews tell us, and the statement has been already 
confirmed by the monuments of Egypt. 

• Herod. 2, 141. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ESARHADDON. 

SENNACHERIB had been compelled to retire from 
Syria before the Egyptia.ue and Ethiopians, before the 
army of Tirhaka. If he did not seek to compensate 
this failure by new campaigns to Syria, if he omitted 
to attempt the subjugation of Syria. a second time, 
the reason obviously lay in the fact, that his arms 
were occupied nearer home by the rebellion of Baby
lonia, the attitude of Merodach Baladan in South 
Chaldaea, and his combination with Elam. We arc 
acquainted with the series of rebellions and struggl!ls 
which Sennacherib had to meet here, till in the 
year 694 B.C. he finally succeeded in overcoming the 
confederates leagued against him in a great battle, 
and capturing the city of Babylon (p. 118). Yet even 
after these important successes, Sennacherib's armies, 
so far as we see, never appeared again in Syria. The 
Books of the Hebrews tell us nothing of any further 
attacks of Sennacherib on Judah: they merely say: 
" Sennacherib afterwards remained in Nineveh." The 
accounts preserved in the inscriptions of the cam-. 
paigns of Sennacherib do not go beyond the capture 
of Babylon: the account which reaches furthest down 
is dated 691 B.C. Of the next ten years, during which 
Sennacherib continued to sit on the throne of Assyria, 
we have no eonnected information. Even the inscrip-
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tions which collect the acts of Sennacherib, the inscrip-
.. tion of Nebbi Yunus, and the inscription of Bavian, 

end their account of his military deeds with the battle 
of Chaluli and the capture of Babylon. IndicationR 
lead to the conclusion that Sennacherib, even in this 
last decade of his reign, was so actively engaged in 
contests on the lower Euphrates and against Elam, 
that he was compelled to leave Syria to her fate. The 
fragment of an inscription speaks of Sennacherib's 
wars against a queen of the Arabs; in an inscription 
of his successor also we hear of a conquest of Sen
nacherib in Arabia. 1 Tiglath Pileaar had fought 
against Samsieh, the queen of the Arabs, Sargon had 
received tribute from her, and Sargon and Tiglath 
Pileaar had also received the tribute of the Sabreana. I 
Herodotus, as we saw (p. 141), calls Sennacherib the 
king of .. the Arabians and Assyrians," from which 
we may conclude that in the tradition of Egypt, on 
which this account given by Herodotus of Senna
cherib was based, be was a rnIer to whom a con
siderable part of Arabia was subject. In the Inscrip
tions of the SUCceMor of Sennacherib, we find at his 
accession Nabum, a SOD of Merodach Baladan, in 
possession of Bit Yakin, the land of the sea, the old 
domain of his race.' He must, therefore, have won 
it back in Sennacherib's time, and though he may 
have had to pay tribute he must have maintained his 
conquest.. Lastly, we hear that Halludus, the suc
cessor of UJIlail Minanu of Elam, made a vigorous 
resistance to Sennacherib, and that Sennacherib won 
from him Bit Imbi, a border fortress. 4 

I G. Smith, .. .&.yr. c..um." p. 139. The fragment must epeak of 
evenfB subsequent to the r- 691 B.c., ....... the cylinder Taylor, 
which dates from this y_. does not mention this ...... 

• Above, p. 11. • Eo BcImuIar, .. K. A. T.," .. 227. 
• G. Smith, .. Asurbmipal,"p. 207. 247. JleDaDt, "AmW."p. 291. 



ESARHADDON. loiS 

Sennacherib's inscriptions repeatedly inform us that 
he caused trees to be felled on Mount Amanus. i. e. 
in the neighbourhood of. Cilicia. for his buildings. 1 

Inscriptions from the third and ninth years of Senna.-
. cherib also mention the fact that captive Cilicians were 
compelled to work at these buildings (p. 107), and in 
the inscription of Nebbi Yunus, the mention of the 
Syrian campaign of Sennacherib is followed by the 
statement, that he reduced the Cilicians, who inhabited 
the forests, and destroyed . their cities.' Sennacherib, 
therefore, must have maintained by repeated Contests 
the dominion over the Cilicians, which Sargon had 
already gained (p. 103). Polyhistor tells us that 
Sennacherib in Assyria heard of the landing of a 
Grecian army in Cilicia; he hastened thither and 
defeated the Greeks, after losing many of his own 
people j in remembrance of this victory he caused his 
image to be set up there, with an inscription in 
Chaldalan letters, as evidence of his bravery and skill, 
and built the city of Tarsus after the model of Babylon. 
In the somewhat different account of Abydenus, Sen
nacheriQ, after subjugating Babylon, defeated a fleet 
of the Greeks in a naval battle off the coast of Cilicia, 
founded the temple of Anchiale, set up br~en pillars 
with an inscription of his achievements, and built the 
city of Tarsus after the model of Babylon, so that the 
Cydnus flowed through Tarsus in the same manner as 
the Euphrates t~oughBabylon. HellanicuB had already 
told the Greeks that Tarsus and Anchiale had been built 
by a ruler of Babylon, and the companions of Alexan
der of Macedon saw near the walls of Anchiale the pic
ture of a king of Assyria, with the right hand raised.' 

I .. g. Nebbi Yunus in lUnant, loco N. p. 233. 
I Nebbi YUDus in M~Dl\llt, p. 231. 
I Aleundor I\IId AbydeD\lS in Euseb. .. Ohron.· J. p. 27, 35, eeL 

VOl. Ill. L 
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After an eventful reign of 24 years, Scnnachcrib 
came to an end even more miserable than the end of his 
father (691 B.O.I). .. When Sennacherib was worship
ping in the house of Nisroch his god," so we find in 
the Books of Kings, .. his sons Adramelech and Nergal 
Sarezer slew him with the sword. They escaped into 
the land of Ararat, and Esarhaddon his son reigned in 
his stead.'" According to Polyhistor. Ardumuzanes, 
the son of Sennacherib, was the treacherous assassin of 
his father; in Abydenus NergiIus succeeds Sen
nacherib; NergiIus was slain by his son Adrameles, 
who was killed by his brother Axerdis, and his army 
driven back to the city of Bizana (in Armenia).' The 
canon of the Assyriaus merely mentions at the year 
681 B.C., "A88ur-akh-iJdin (Esarhaddon) ascends the 
throne.'" Sennacherib's inscriptions told us that 
after the campaign in which he had driven Mcrodach 
Baladan out of Bit Yakin, he had placed his eldest 
son, Assurnadin, as regent over Babylon (p. 115). Of 
this Assurnadin we only know this fact; we hear 
nothing of his later fortunes. On a tablet, Sen
nacherib states that he has set apart golden chains, 
ivory, and precious stones, a mina and a half in 
weight, for his son Esarhaddon.' Esarhaddon, there-

Schone; For templum At.heniensinm, it is obviatts that we must read 
Anchia\ensium. . 

1 Private documents from the reign at Sennaeherib 011 the aaIe at 
houseo, vineyards, .lav .... debt., ..... in exiatenee from tha yean 699, 
695,694, 692, 887, 883, Oppert et Menant, ,. Doc. juridiq." p. 169 If. 

• 2 Kings m. 37. The statement at JoeephDB (" Antiq." 10, i. 6) 
rests only 011 this pasoage. In ""Ding Admmelechna and Saruerna 
the elder IIODB at Sennaeherib, and repreoenting thmn as fteeing before 
tha Assyrians to Atmenia, he """ _Iy have ""y other authority 
th&D this passage, although immediately before he quoteo .. passage at 
Berooua. 

• Bizana is a conjeetme at V 011 Gutachmid for in Bymnliuerum 
urbem. • G. Smith, .. /dtJyr. o..um," P. 39. 

• Sayee, .. Becords at the PII8t," 7, 138. 
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fore, a fourth son of Sennacherib, wrested from his 
brQthers, Adramelech andNergal Sarezer, the murderers 
of his father, the frnit of their evil deeds, and became 
Sennacherib's successor. 

The acta of Esarhaddon show that he was a prince 
of energy, and knew how to guide the reins with a 
strong hand. His father's reign had not been poor in 
results, but still he had not been able to maintain the 
dominion of Sargon in its full extent: he had been 
compelled to give up Syria. Esarhaddon was not 
only able to recover this 1088, he raised. Assyria to a 
height which she had never attained before. Shal
manesar II. had trodden Syria, received the tribute of 
Israel, and reduced the west of Iran to submission; 
Tiglath Pilesar II. had seen Arachosia, received the 
homage of Judah, and ruled over Babylonia; Surgon 
had held sway over Syria and Babylonia, Cilicia and 
Media; Esarhaddon kept the west of Iran in Bub
mission j he not only extended. the dominion of 
Assyria further to the north than any of his pre
decessors; he reduced Babylon to certain obedience, 
his armies passed far beyond the borders of Syria, and 
of Asia towards the south-west. 

According to a cylinder found at Kuyundshik and 
much injured at the beginning, Esarhaddon with his 
army hastened to Nmeveh; Asshur, Sarnas, Bel, 
Nebo, and Istar, had fortunately placed him on the 
throne of his father. In Nineveh he heard that 
Nabu-zir, the son of Merodach Baladan, the lord of 
Bit Yakin, had attacked the faithful overseer of Ur 
(Mugheir), had smitten him with the sword, and 
refused homage. Esa.rhaddon sends his troops against 
Nabu-zir, who flies before them to Elam: Naliid 
Merodach, the br.other of Nabu-zir, comes from Elam 
to pay homage to· Esarhaddon; he receives the land 

L2 
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of the sea-coast, the inheritance of his brother. 
"Without fail," we are further told, "he came eI}Ch 
year to Nineveh, with rich presents to kiss my feet." 1 

The inscription of a second cylinder, found at Nebbi 
Yunus, mentions the same event. .. Nabu-zir," we are 
told, "trusted in Elam, but he did not by that means 
save his life. I requested his brother Nahid Merodach 
to do homage to me. He hastened from Elam to 
Nineveh, and kissed my feet; the whole of the sea-' 
eoast I gave to him.'" "Sama.s-ibni, prince of Bit 
Dakkur in Chaldrea, took land in possession which 
belonged to the sons of Babylon and Borsippa. I 
gave it back to them, and put Nabu-Sallim, the son of 
Balasu, on the throne, who bei:ame my servant."· On 
a third cylinder (Aberdeen) Esarhaddon says: .. At 
the beginning of my reign, on my first warlike enter
prise, I established myself firmly on the seat of my 
dominion." He marches to Babylon, makes prisoners, 
a&lembles the warriors, and all the tribes of the inha
bitants of Kardunias, a&lUmes the crown, and bids the 
chiefs prostrate themselves before him.' That Esar
haddon bore the crown of Babylon is told ns in the 
current title of his inscriptions: II King of Asshur; 
king of Babel, king of Sumir and Accad (king of 
Kardunias)." According to the astronomical canon, 
Asaridinus (Assur-akh-iddin) reigm over Babylon 
from the beginning of the year 680 B.C. to the end of 
the year 668 B.C. Over Assyria Esarhaddon reigned 
from 681 to 668 B.C. 

Esarhaddon appears to have adopted a different 
method from his fathers for securing his dominion 
over Babylonia. So far as we can see, he attempted 

I Talbot, .. Records of !.be Put," 3, 104-106. 
• Talbot, loc. oil. " 114-
• Talbot, loc. oil.; Menaot, .. AmW. .p. 243. 
• Menaot, loc. AI. po 248. 
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to pacify and win the Babylonians by mild regulations, 
by' setting up the temples destroyed by his father, and 
restoring the city. A tablet of Esarhaddon narrates 
in detail the wars which Sennacherib carried on against 
Babylonia, and then mentions the destruction of the 
city in order to conclude with the enumeration of the 
buildings which he, Esarhaddon, erected in Babylon. ~ 
According to the cylinder Aberdeen, Esarhaddon, at 
his coronation in Babylon, liberated the prisoners 
whom· he had taken j according to the cylinder of 

.Nebbi Yunus, he restored, as already mentioned, to 
the sons of Babylon and Borsippa the land which 
Sanuu!-ibni .of Bit Dakkur had taken from them. The 
cylinder Aberdeen tells us that Esarhaddon fixed 
the year and the day for the building, i. e. for the 
restoration of Bit Saggatu-it was the chief temple of . 
Babylon, the sanctuary of Bel Merodach, the pro
tecting deity of the city (I. 295)-that he had bricks 
made for this building, that he restored the injured 
temples of the gods, and the walls of Babylon, Imgur
Bel, and Nivit BeL' Bricks' of the ruin-heaps of 
Amram Ibn Al~ on the site of the ancient Babylon, 
bear the stamp: .. To the god of Merodach, his lord, 
Esarhaddon, king of Asshur, king of Babel, begun and 
built the altars of Bit Saggatu."· On the cylinder of 
Nebbi Yunus, Esarhaddon says: "When Samas, Bel, 
Nebo, latar of Nineveh, and Istar of Arbela had given 
me the victory over my enemies, out of the booty of 
foreign lands, which my hand reduced by the aid of 
the great god, my lord, I built (36 great) temples in 
the cities of Assyria and Babylonia, covered them with 
silver and gold, and made them to shine as the day.'" 

I G. Smith, II Diso." P. 314. 
I M~nant, p. 248. I M6nant, p. 247. 
• Talbot, .. Beoorda 01 the Paat," 3. 119; M6nant, p. 246. 
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Of Esarhaddon's relations to Elam, the inscriptions 
only tell ns that he strongly fortified a border-city 
against Elam.1 The tribes of the Arabs were reduced 
far and wide. The cylinder of Nebbi Yunus mentions 
the city of Adumu, the fortress of .the Arabs, which 
Sennacherib took;· he, Esarhaddon, made Tabua, a 
woman brought up in his palace, queen of the Arabs, 
and increased by 65 camels the tribute paid to his 
father. When Hazael, the prince of another Arabian 
tribe, died, Esarhaddon put his son Yablu on the 
throne, and raised the tribute paid by Hazael by 10 
mirue of gold, 50 eamea, and payments of other 
kinds.s The distant land of Bazu had been trodden 
by none of his forefathers; he advanCed thither; six 
princes of this region, Kisu, Akbarn, Mansaku, 
Habizu, Niaru, Habanamru, and two qUeeJl8, Yapah 
and Ballu, he slew; their gods, their pOfisessions, and 
their people, he carried off to Assyria; the king of 
the Gambul, who dwelt in the marshes and waters 
(in the regiqn at. the mouth of the Euphrates), 
submitted, and brought presents and tribute.' 

In the East, Esarhaddon kept the tribes of the 
Medes in subjection. The cylinder of Nebbi Ynnus 
says: "The land of Patusarra, a region in the neigh
bourhood of --, in the midst of the distant land of 
Media, on the border of the land of Bikni, of the 
copper-mountains-this land none of the kings, my 
forefathers, had subjugated. Sitirparna and Iparna, 
the princes of the strong places, had not bowed before 
me; I carried them to Assyria, with their subjects, 
horses, chariots, oxen, 8heep, 888C8, as rich booty." 
c. Arpis, Zanasana, Ramatiya, the princes of the cities 

I Talbot, loc. til. p. 118. 
• O. Smith, .. ABsyr. Carum," P. 137. 
I Talbot, .. Becords," 3, 116. • Talbot, l«. <II. p. 106, 116, 117. 
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Lebanon), united against him. "Abdimilkut trusted in 
his position by the great sea, and threw off my yoke."l 
"The great city of Sidon," so we are told on a cylinder 
of Nebbi Yunus, "which lies on the sea, I attacked; 
all their places, fortresses and dwellings, I destroyed; 
I threw them into the sea. Abdimilkut, who had fled 
before the face of my warriors into the middle of the 
sea, I seized like a fish, and cut off his head. His 
possessions,. gold, silver, and precious . stones, the 
treasures. of his. palace, his innumerable people, oxen, 
sheep, and asses, I carried away to Assyria. The 
princes of the land of Chatti (Syria) I collected. I 
caused a new city to be built, and called it the city of 
Esarhaddon. The people which my bow had taken in 
the lands and on the sea of the rising sun (i. e. the 
inhabitants carried away from Bit Yakin), I settled 
there, and placed my viceroys over them. r canght 
Sanduarri like a bird in the midst of the mountains, 
and· caused his head to be cut off. The heads of 
Sanduarri and Abdimilknt I hung up beside the heads 
of their chiefs, and marched to Nineveh."J 

The overthrow of Sidon, and the terrible example 
which Esarhaddon had made by this execution of the 
conquered princes, appears to have frightened all 
Syria into obedience. TQ this, at any rate, the assem
bling of all the princes of Syria, of which the cylinder 
speaks, points; and we learn further, without any 
mention of Dew contests in Syria, that the princes 
of Cyprus paid homage to EsarhaddoD. After the 
cylinder has narrated the achievements of Esarhaddon 
against the Arabs, the Medea, and the Cilician8, which 
he accomplished down to the close of the year 674 B.C. 

(t.he cylinder bears the date of the year of Atarilu 

1 Talbot, .. ReoonIa," 3, 106. 
• G. Smith, ".A.ooyria:D Canon," p. 137, 138. 
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i. e. of 67:1 B.o.), it proCeeds to the description of the 
buildings of Esarhaddon. In Nineveh he built at the 
smaller edifice of his father to the south of the Khosr, 
and at the great palace of Sennacherib to the north of 
it (p. 106). The description of the buildings begins 
with the mention of an embassy of Esarhaddon to the 
princes of Syria and ejprus, and their assembling; 
they have to provide the· material and adornment of 
these pala.ces by taxes and contributions. Twelve 
kings of the Cbatti were called np~n: B~l, king of 
Tyre; Manasses, king of Judah (Minaai Bar ir Jahurl,) ; 
Kausgabri. king of Edom; Musuri; king of Moab; 
Zilli-BeI, king of Gaza; Mitinti, king of Ascalon; 
Ituzu, king of Ekron; Milkiasap, king of Byblus; 
Matanbaal, king ofAxvad ; Abibaal, king of Samaria ; 
Pllduil, king of Ammon; Achmilku, king of Ashdod. 
No mention is made of a prince of Sidon; as the 
inscriptions told us above, that city was under a vice
roy of the king. In addition to these twelve kings, 
a summon~ was sent to "ten kings of Yatnan (Cyprus), 
in the midst of the sea:" lkistusu (Aegisthus) king 
of Idalium (ldial); Pisuaguru (Pythagoras), king of 
Kitrusi (Chytrus '!) ; --, king of Salamis (Sillumi); 
Ituandar (Eteandros), king of Paphus (pappa); Iriil 
(according to another r~g Eresu), king of Soli 
(Sillll); Damasu (Damasus), king of Kurion; Rumisu, 
king of Tamasus; Damusi, king of Amtihatasti 
(Amathus'!); Unasagusa, king of Limenia (Limini); 
Buhli, king of Aphrodision (Upridissa)." "In all, I 
called upon 22 kings of the land of the Chatti on the 
sea coast and in the sea."1 

I E. Schrader, UK. A. T." a. 228; G. Smith. uAasyrian Canon," 
p. 138; Talbot, "lIecorda," 3, 108; the name of Eleander of Paphu 
ia- aJao read 011 golden armlets, found at Kurion. Of. G. Smith, 
.. Assurhanipal," P. 31. 
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But in spite of this obedience of the princes of 
. Syria and Cyprus, Esarhaddon had to undergo con

tests in Syria after this time, i. e. after the year 
674 B.C., which brought him beyond the borders of 
Syria. In the year 697 B.C. Mana.sses succeeded his 
father Hezekiah in Judah; he was then a boy of 12 
years of age.1 But when he came of age he did not 
follow in the steps of his pious father; therefore, wc 
are told in the C!n'onicles, Jehovah caused the captains 
of the army of the king of Assyria to come upon 
him; they took Manasses prisoner with thorns, and 
bound him in chains, and carried him to Babel. And 
when he was in distress he besought Jehovah, and 
humbled himself before the God of his fathers, and 
Jehovah heard his prayer, and caused him to retum 
to Jerusalem, to his kingdom." The Books of the 
Hebrews further tell us that Esarhaddon, king of 
.Assyria, settled people from Persia, Erech and Babel, 
from Susa and Elam, in Samaria.· The carrying away 
of Manasses, and strengthening of the foreign popula
tion in Israel, can only have been caused by attempts 
at rebellion in the kingdom of Judah and land of 
:israeL These attempts must have taken place after 
674 B.C., with which year the cylinders close, which 
narrate the deeds of Esarhaddon down to this point, 
without any mention of such rebellions; on the con
trary, we saw that these cylinders at the close of this 
~poch describe \fan3S!!ffi of Judah and Abibaal of 
Samaria as among the obedient and tributary vassals 

~ I The year 697 is obtamed for the ........wn of Jlanaaoee, by ...... 
enIating the reigDs of the kinga of Judah from the cJat.e of the taking 
of Jeruaalem by Nebucbadnezmr, .... from the y_ 686 .. c. Ao 
Hezelciah m1lBt have ~ the throne in 728 B.C. (p. 17, ... ), he 
reigned DO doubt two y-. loDger than the Boob of Kings allow, 
.... 1Uch allot to him • reign of 29 ,....... 

I 2 <Jhroq. lCCIiii. 11-13. • Ezra i'f. 2, 9. 
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of Esarhaddon. The fragment of an inscription of 
Esarhaddon, which narrates the events of his tenth 
campaign, and which we cannot place before the year 
673 B.C., as there is no mention of the campaign in 
the illBCriptions dated from that year, informs us of a 
rebellion of Baal., king of Tyre, who was mentioned at 
the close of the inscriptions previously quoted at the: 
head of the vassals of Esarhaddon in Syria. We can 
assume the more certainly that Judah and Samaria 
joined this rebellion, as the fragment adds; King 
Baal of Tyre " threw off the yoke of Assyria, trusting 
in king Tarku (Tirhaka) of Cush."l 

It must have been the interference of Egypt. the 
hope in Egypt and Ethiopia, which urged a portion 
of the Syrians to renewed attempts at rebellion. Tir
haka, as we have seen, fought against Esarhaddon's 
father in the year 701 B.C., by no means without 
'success, at Eltekeh; after the battle Sennacherib 
abandoned Syria. The restoration of the supremacy 
of Assyria, which took place after the overthrow of 
Abdimilkut of Sidon, was calculated to drive the 
ruler of Egypt and Ethiopia to an attempt to prevent 
the establishment of Assyria on his borders. In the 
hope of such assistance, Tyre, which stood at the head 
of PholDicia, after the defeat of Sidon, may have taken 
up arms; Judah and Samaria may have joined her. 
The fragment of another inscription of Esarhaddon 
tells us that he sent out his forces "to light against 
Tarku, the king of Cush, against the men of Egypt, 
and the allies of Tarku" (i. e. no doubt, against Tyre. 
Judah and Samaria). The Assyrian army won the 
victory. Tarku fled.' The return of Tirhaka was 
followed by the subjugation of Judah and Samaria, 

I G. Smith, .. Disc." p. 212. . 
, G. Smith, .. AMIyr. CanoD." p. 141. 
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the carrying away of Manasses to BaLel (Esarhaddon 
. built, as we saw, at Babel, and then, no doubt, resided 
there), and the settlement of inhabitants from the 
East in Samaria, in order to secure the obedience of 
this land. We may put these events in the year 
673 B.O. As Tyre on her island continued her resist
ance, Esarhaddon marched to break this down, on his 
tenth campaign, in the early spring, in the month of 
Nisan, crossed the swollen waters of the Euphrates 
and Tigris, caused fortifications to be thrown up 
against Tyre, cut them off, as he says, from water and 
food, and directed his march against Muzur (Egypt) 
and Miluhhi (Napata). From Aphek in Samaria he 
set out southwards against Raphia (Refah near Gaza), 
where his grandfather Sargon bad defeated Sabakon 
(Seveh) of Ethiopia and Egypt nearly 50 years before 
(p. 88). On the march through the desert the army 
suffered from want of water; but Merodach came to 
the aid of Esarhaddon's warriors, and saved their lives, 
:'-as the inscription tells us, wbich breaks off at the 
point where it is telling of tbe firSt conHict with tbe 
enemy. After the indubitable successes of Esarbaddon 
against Tirhaka, Tyre submitted: the king Baal was 
pardoned; we find him again at the head of tbe city 
under Esarbaddon'il suecessor. In the same way, after 
the subjection of Tyre, or some time later, when no 
ODe in Syria could any longer found hopes on Egypt. 
Manasses again became king of Judah, as the Hebrews 
state. In the list of the subject prin('.e8 of Syria after 
the death of Esarhaddon, tbe king of Judah follows 
immediately after Baal of Tyre; unfortunately the 
name (in any case Manasses) is broken oft 

Either on the campaign, of which the first incidents 
have been already related in the fragment last 
mentioned, or on a eampaign immediately following, 
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Tirhaka was not only defeated, but driven out of 
Egypt, back to his own native land. Esarhaddon 
became lord of Egypt. A fragment of Abydenns 
BaYS: .. Esarhaddon obtained the lower portions of 
Syria and Egypt by conquering them.'" On that 
rock of the Phenician coast at the mouth of the Nahr 
el Kelb, between Byblns and Berytus, where Sen~ 
nacherib had caused his picture and inscription to be 
engraved beside the sculptures of Ramses II., Esar
haddon also caused his image to be engraved, after he 
had become master of Egypt. In its damaged condition 
the inscription only allows ns to ascertain that victories 
over Tirhaka, the capture of Memphis, the conquest 
of Egypt, are mentioned in them. At the close the 
inscription SpE'.aks of Tyre, and again mentions 22 
kings, i. e. it records the second complete submission 
of Syria." Esarhaddon's successor informs us: his 
father had marched to Egypt, and forced his way to 
the midst of Egypt. .. He defeated Tirhaka, the king 
of Cush, and. destroyed his power. He conquered 
Egypt (Muzur) and Cush, and carried away innumer
able prisoners. He subjugated the land throughout 
its whole extent, and annexed it to Assyria. The 
earlier names of the cities he altered, and gave them 
'new names; his servants and viceroys he entrusted 
with the dominion over them; the payment of tribute 
he imposed upon them."· The list of the 20 viceroys 
or princes which Esarhaddon placed over Egypt after 
the expulsion of Tirhaka, allows us to see that the 
greater number of the reigning families in the districts 
of Egypt, who had maintained themselves under the 

I In Euaebiua. u Ohron. n L p. 36, eeL Bohone. 
I Oppert, ulc[&noireo de I' Acad. dee lDscript.,· 1869, I, 678. 

G. Smith, II A..aayrian Canon," p. 169. 
I Eo Schrader, .. X. A. T." .. 212. 
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dominion of the Ethiopians, must have recognised the 
.dominion of Esarhaddon in the place of the dominion 
of Tirhaka, and passed from vassalage to him into 
vassalage to Assyria. But not all Many of them 
may have shared Tirhaka's fortunes. In the place of 
those who did not adapt themselves to the new rule, 
came others who thought to rise 88 adherents of 
Assyria. The prince who received from Esarhaddon 
the regions of Saia and Memphis, and consequently 
the most inlportant position, Niku (Necho), was cer
tainly a man who had vigorously supported the new 
government.1 Sarludari is said to have governed the 
canton of Zitinu; Pakruru, the land of Pissptu; 
Putuhasti, the land of Tanis (Zanu, Zoan); Harsiesu 
administered the land of Zabnuti (Sebennytua); 
Tapnachti (Tnephachtua), the canton of Bunuba; 
Suahinqu, the land of Basiris (Puairu); Ziha, the 
land of Sint; Laminta, the land of Chimuni; Ispimata, 
the laud of Taini (Thinis); Muntimianche, the land 
of Thebes (Niha).2 According to this, Esarhaddon 
made those princes of the districts in Egypt who, 
though they had hitherto obeyed Tirbaka, were willing 
to submit to him, his vassals, So far 88 he did not 

I Psammetichus begins to reip in the y .... 664, IIClCOrding to the 
Egyptian reckoning, .. will be shown below. The w.t of Manetho 
allots eight y ...... to his father Necho. Necho, tJu.refore, began to 
reign in 672 B.c., i... in the y .... in which Easrhaddon conquered 
Egypt: Nechepous and Stephinatea, ... hom Manetho placee six and 
.... en y...... before N echo, belong to the family of P .. mmctieb .... 
Perhaps they ...... at the bead of Isis, under Tirbab; then Necho, 
the IlOl1 of Necbepous, wQl1ld have made bimaelf DOticed by Eaar
haddon by going .... er to him. 

• G. Smith. .. Assurbanipal," p. 20 If. Haigh, " Zttr &eg. 8praeho," 
1871; 8. 71 If. The MuntimiancbeofTbebeo maybe the Montb-em-ba 
of the inscription of the temple of Mat at Thebeo, the pious ~ 
tiona of which it """""""'; in a a1ab l>und in tIWo temple be ;., 
called: ."Hereditary lord, priDee of Patofte, prophet at Ammon. 
1Irugach, "Hial at Egypt, .. n. 270. 
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replace them by Egyptians, whom he considered more 
trnstworthy, and here and there by Assyrians. '10 
Necho he handed over or continued the important 
districts of Memphis and Sais. As Necho of Sais 
earne to the throne, according to the statement of 
Manetho, eight years before Psammetichus;" ana Psam
metichns, according to the date of the Egyptians, 
became king in 664 B.C., Necho's accession falls in 
672 B.C., and the conquest of Egypt by Esarhaddon 
may be placed in this year. The conquest of Cush, 
i. e. of the land of the South, is due to the exaggeration 
of Esarhaddon: we fiudTirhaka. soon after in posses
sion of Napata. The slabs of reliefs which Esarhaddon 
caused to be made for the adornment of the Ilew 
palace which he began to build at Chalah after the 
conquest of Egypt, bear on the reverse the inscription: 
" Palace of Esarhaddon, king of Asshur and Babel, king 
of Muzur (Lower Egypt), king of Patrus (Patores, 
Upper Egypt), of the land of Miluhhi (Meroe), and of 
the land of Cush."l 

This new palace at Chalah was built by Esarhaddon 
in the south-west corner of the terrace on which rise 
the royal fortresses of this city, to the west of the 
building of Tiglath Pilesar II. In extent it comes 
nearest to the palace of Assurnasirpal in the north-west' 
corner (II. 811). But it was not completed, though 
Esarhaddon did not hesitate to take the reliefs from 
the palace of Tiglath Pilesar and use them for his new 
building (p. 14). A broad staircase leads to the 
south front, to a double portico guarded by lions and 
liphinxes. The sphinxes are recumbent lion-bodies, 
with wings; the human head bears the Assyrian tiara 
surrounded by horDEI. These forms, not elsewhere 
found in Syria, prove a certain imitation of Egyptian 

I ll~uo.nt, U AllDaL" p. 249. 
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models, whieh the Assyrians must have become first 
acquainted with on the Nile.8 

I Private documents on the sale of lands, alane, on Io&IUI from the 
time of Eeerhaddoll, are ia existence, belollging to tho yeo.. 680, 
677, 676, 674, 671. Oppert at mllOllt,· .. Doc1llll. jurid." Of. G ... 
Smi", .. Dieo." p •• 16 tI. 



CHAPTER V1ll. 

AllSURBANIPAL'S WARS AND VIar<lRIES. 

IN his last years Eaarhaddon had raised his son 
Aasurbanipal to be co-regent with himself.l Shortly 
before hiE! death, which overtook him in the year 668 
B.o. after a short but eventful reign of 13 years, he 
appears to have given up the government entirely to 
him.1 Immediately after his accession the new prince 
received the intelligence that Tirhaka, whom his father 
had driven out of Egypt into Napata, had invaded 
Egypt, and taken Memphis, that the princes whom 
Eaarhaddon had entrusted with the government of 
Egypt had Hed before Tirhaka into the desert.' 
Aasurbanipal collected his army in order to maintain 
Egypt. In Syria he received the homage of the 
princes of that land and of Cyprus, who had brought 
tribute and had. been subject to his father. These 
were the lords of the states mentioned in the inscrip
tions of Esarhaddon,-the princes of Tyre, Judah, 
Edom, Moab, Gam, AscaJ.qn, Ekron, Byblus, Arvad ; 
with the exception of Baal of Tyre (p. 156), their 

. names are broken out of the inscription (Cylinder C); 

'.G. Smith, .. ABsyr. Oanon," P. 1M. 
I G. Smith, .. Diso.." p. 320. E. Schrader ... X. A. T." a. 208. The 

uIirunouWlal 08D0Jl makea EiBrhaddon'. reign in Babylon end with the 
J8U668 8.0. 

I G. Smith, .. Diso.." p. 324. 
VOL. UL II 
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the three last states of Syria, found in the list of 
Esarhaddon, Samaria, Ammon, and Ashdod, are also 
wanting here. Then follow the kings of CyPI1l8, in 
which the cities and the persons are those of the list 
of Esarhaddon; only the three first are wanting. But 
as the whole number is again put at 22 princes of the 
land of the coast and the sea, we may conclude with 
certainty that from the year 672 B.c.-since the 
rebellion and re-instaliation of Baal of Tyre, and 
Manassas of Judah, there had heen no movements and 
changes in Syria. 

Assnrbanipal informs ns that he went down from 
Syria ~ Egypt; at Karbanit he met the army or 
Tirhaka, and drove it out or the field. When 'fir
haka heard of this at Memphis, he retired to Thebes. 
Assnrbanipal pursued him, took the city, and caused 
his army to encamp in it; he restored the 20 princes to 
whom his Cather had given the districts of Egypt, left 
behind a portion or his army, and returned to Nineveh 
with rich booty (668 B.C).1 Tirhaka was again roreed 
back to Napata,2 but the dominion or Assyria was Dot 
yet firmly established in Egypt. Assurbanipal may 
have imposed heavier duties on the rnIers or the dis
tricts; the continued stay or Assyrian troops in Egypt 
may have appeared too burdensome and oppressive. 
Whatever the motive, some of these vassals entered 
into seeret communication with Tirhaka; at their head 
was Necho, the chief or the most important distru:ts, 
Memphis and Sais, and with him Sarludari or Zihinu, 
and Pakruru of Pisaptn. They intended to return 
from the vassalage of Assyria to the vassalage of 
Napata; they invited Tirhaka to return to Egypt . . 

1 G. Smith, .. n;.,. " p. 322. 
• Assurbanipal, it is Iz1Je, .. ya thai he hu ecmqnmed lluzur ADd 

Cosh (G. Smith, loc. tit. P. 324), which is cortaiDl1 lUI exaggeration 
111IIeoa Upp<K l?gyP' is IIUBId '" Cuab. 
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and again seize the sovereign pDwer. The conditiDn 
wDuld withDut dDubt be that Tirhaka shDuld cDntinue 
them in their rule over the cities and districts which 
EsarhaddDn and Assurbanipal had given Dver to them. 
But the leaders Df the Assyrian troDPS captured their 
messenger, caused NechO', Sarludari, and Pakruru to' 
be arrested, put them in chains, and -sent them to 
Nineveh. The Assyrians took Memphis, Mendes (Ben
didi), and Tanis (Zanu, Zoan), eut dDwn the inhabit
ants whO' resisted, and brDke the towers Dn their walls. 
Tirhaka. retired befDre the Assyrian trDDpS to' Napata. 

It appears that Assurbanipal attempted to' give 
Dther SUpPDrts than mere fDrce Df arms to' his rul~ 
Dver the distant Egypt. He released NechD frDm his 
bDnds, restored to' him the gDverument Df Sais, and 
gave to his SDn NebDshezban the gDvernment Df the 
canton Df Athribis: .. I continued to' extend to' 
them," he tells us, "the kindlteBS and faVDur which 
my father had shDwn them." Even these means 
were soon fDund to be insufficient. Tirhaka's days 
came to an end. He was succeeded Dn the thrDne Df 
Napata by Urdamane, whDm Assurbanipal calls a BDn 
of SabakDn (Sabaku). He set DUt to restDre the 
dDminiDn of EthiDpia Dver Egypt; he WDn Thebes, 
defeated the Assyrian trDDpS before Memphis, shut 
up the defeated army in Memphis, and toDk them 
prisDners. .. A messenger went in haste to Nineveh" 
to bring to the king the intelligence Df these grievous· 
disasters. 1 

Assurbanipal Bet DUt for Egypt in persDn, to make 
good the blDw which the arms Df Assyria had ,re
ceived, to restore the prestige and dread Df his pDwer. 
When he had crossed the bDrders Df Egypt, Urdamane 
left Memphis in Drder fA> return to Thebes. .. The 

I G.-Smith, loc. cit p. 328. 
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princes a.nd viceroys whom I had placed over Egypt, 
came before my face and kissed my feet," so Assur~ 
banipal tells DS. "I pursued Urdamane and came to 
Thebes; he fled at the approach of my mighty 
army. I took the city of Thebes; silver, gold, 
precioDS stones, the treasures of the palace, men and 
women, two great obelisks, which stood before the 
gates of the temple, engraved with beautiful sculp
tures; a great and innumerable booty I carried away 
£rom Thebes (Niha) to Assyria. I made my warriors 
march over Egypt and Cnsh, and won glory."} .. No
Ammon (Thebes) was situate among the rivers,"-so 
the prophet Nahum describes the capture and desola
tion of Thebes by Assurbanipal and the Assyrians,
"with waters round abont her, whose rampart was 
we stream, and her walls the stream. Ethiopia (Cush) 
mighty in numbers, and Egyptians endless in multi
tade, Phnt (Arabians) apd Libyans (Lnbim) were her 
helpers. Yet she went forth into misery and cap
tivity; her children were dashed to pieces at the tops 
of all the streets. They cast lots for her honourable 
men, and all her great men were bound in chains ... • 

The repeated attempts of Tirhaka and his successor 
to re-establish the government over Egypt from Napata 
were wrecked. After the capture and sack of Thehes, 
which we can place in the year 663 B.C.,' Assurbanipal 
sought further to secure the obedienee of Egypt by 
settlers, whom he brought there from conquered land!!. f 

I G. Smith, loe. cit. pp. 328, 329. I Nahum iii. 8-10. 
I The Apia-piJlE from the twenty-m.t year of 1'aammeW:Im.o .....

that the EgyptiaDs put him immediately after Tirbab. Aa ibey make 
the reign of P8IIIJIlIleticlm commence with the yeu 664 ,,0. the death 
of Tirbaka m1l8t laD in thisy_, ... d the"... of UrdamIIBe in the DeXt. 

• Inhabitants of Karbit, in the !aDd 01 Ha1ahaeta, ........ brough' 
here; compare CyL B. in Menan&, .. Ann." po 291. U the king 01 the 
Dl8IIlOrial atone of the roino of lhe-temple of Ammoa at; Napo&e, 
y~ D8DUI is nIIId with much IDIOIIrlIIinty .. Nuat-,Hi (_), or 
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From that time, for at least ten years, Egypt remained 
in his possession without any disturbance. But in 
spite of this establishment of the Assyrian dominion in 
Egypt Assurbanipal had again, in the next few yea.rli, 
to quell rebellions in Syria. Tyre and Aradus attempted 
to regain their independence, au attempt at defection, 
which Could now have even a less chance of success 
than when Egypt stood nnbroken under the Ethi
opians. Baal, king of Tyre, who had already rebelled 
against Esarhaddon, and was afterwards pardoned and 
restored, who subsequently paid his tribute with all 

Amun-merinut, or Tonuat-&men, is not one and the """'" person with 
the Urdamane or Undama.ne (Unt-amen P> of Assurbanipa1, it is very 
diOico1t to explain who he is. U the Jl&Dl8 of the perean ma.king 
dedications beside Tirhaka at Karnak is the same which the monument 
givee (Mariette, .. Monum. divers.' pl 80, sqq.), this would be an 
important factor for the identification with Urdamane, which is aIao 
eupportod by the fact that Piker of Pasupti is prominent among the 
opponento of this Ethiopian: Pakroru of Pisaptu hoe been previously 
mentioned by AssurbanipaJ. The narrative of the memorial .e 
would then be the oounterpart of the Assyrian aooount; the oo1y 
otriking thing in the narrative of the Ethiopian king is that the -rictory 
of Memphis is mentioned, but not the eaptme of the A.eeyrian& ne 
ought aIao, it is true, to have mentioned the retrea.t foroed upon him 
by the Aeeyrians. The narrative runs: In the year when he came to 
the throne Nua.t-amon aaw two eerpento in a dream, and when he 
... ked the interpretation of the dream, it was annonnoed to him: .. he 
poeeeeeed the 8OUth, he should oonquer the nortb." He ... out, and 
when ha arrived at Thebee the prophet of the temple of Ammon-Ra 
met him with the astrologers, and the inhabitanto who were at first 
hostile to him were 6lled with joy. But when Nuat-amon approached 
Memphis, the 80M of the rebellion marched against him, in order to 
do battle: he infIieted on them a great defeat, and made himeelf m_ 
of the city of Memphis. From Memphis he marched out, in order to do 
battle with the chiefa of the land of the North, but they remained in 
their wal1a When their citi ... were besieged, they appeared before 
Nuat-amon lying on their belliee, with their I'aceo on the ground, and 
Piker the ohief of Pasupti Mid: .. Thou olayeet whom thou wilt, and 
thou giveet life to whom thou wilt, and oJl vow to be thy servanta' 
The heart of Nua.t-amon was full of joy when he h...rd th ... wonk 
They turned back into their citi ... and eent oJl the good things of the 
North and the South to the lord of Upper and Lower Egypt. Maopere. 
.. Eoaoi BUr Ia aWe du -se.'~ Bev. ArohOOll868, 17,328& 
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obedience, now took up arms anew, ten years after his 
first rebellion. Assurbanipal's third war was directed 
against 'fyre and Aradris. He tells us that the for
tresses of king Baal were taken, that he cut off all exit 
from Tyre. and compelled the inhabitants to drink the 
water of the sea. that he brought about their submission 
by a close investment. When Baal had given up his 
son, his daughters, and the daughters of his brothers. 
with a considerahle tribute. he was again replaced in 
his dominion.1 The king of Arvad. also Yakinla ... who 
dwelt in the sea!" (the city of Arvad lay on an island 
off the coast. lL 277). was compelled to submit; 
he sent his daughter with many presents to Nineveh 
for the harem of the king. and kissed Assurbanipal's 
feet; after his death the government of Arvad was 
entrusted to Azibaal. a son of Yakinlu. 

As.~urbanipal's power and supremacy reached far to 
the west beyond Syria. He tells us that Magallu, 
t~e king of the Tibarenes. and Sandasarmi of Cilicin. 
who had not obeyed his predeeessors, sent their 
daughters to Nineveh, and kissed his feet. Gyges 
(Glign) also. the king of Lydia, "a land. the name 
of which my father had not heard." saYIl Assurbanipal. 
sent a message to Nineveh. Gyges had obtained the 
throne of Lydia by violence; he was opposed by a 
strong party who adhered to the old royal family 
which he had overthrown; and it was not in domestic 
matters only that he found himself in difficnlties. The 
Cimmeriaus who had invaded Asia Minor and were 
settled there on the lower Halys. who. as Esarhaddon 
told us, reeognised his supremacy (p. 151) •. had forced 
their way from thence to Phrygia and Lydia. Gyges 
obviously sought support in Assyria, the strong neigh
bour of the Cimmeriaus. as soon as and as long as 

1 O. Smit.h, .. Aamrbaip>l,· po 62, G3. 
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Tubal and Cilieia obeyed the king of Asshur. Tho 
inscriptions of Assurbanipal tAill us that Gyges pro
mised obedience to him and brought tribute.' Thus 
thd supremacy of Assyria reached the west of Asia 
Minor, the Coasts of the lEgean Sea (about 660 B.C.). 

The next campaigus of the king were directed to the 
north. Achsheri. king of Minni, had kept back his 
tribute. The Assyrians traversed and desolated his 
land in two successive invasious; Achsheri's own 
subjects rose against him, and slew him; his son Ualli 
submitted, sent his daughter to Nineveh, and paid tho 
tribute which had been kept back, and which Assur
banipal increased by SO horses.! Sarduri, king of tho 
neighbouring Ararat (Urarti), sent rich presents, and 
acknowledged the supremacy of Assyria.. The rebellion 
of Birizchadri, a chief of the Medea, and of the two 
SODS of Gagi, a chief of the &cae (Sachi), Sariti and 
Pariza was defeated; 75 fortified pl.aees were, taken; 
the three rebels were taken prisoners and carried' to 
Nineveh.' 

Assurbanipal bestowed especial attention on Baby
lonia, the government of which he had entrusted 
to his younger brother Samul-sUlD-ukin (Samuges in 
Abydenus, Saosduchinus in the canon of Ptolemy).· 
lIe tells us that ·here also he had continued the 
building of the temples which his father had begun, 
that he built at Bit Saggatu at Babel, and erected four 
silver bulls at the gate of the temple of Bit Zida at 
Borsippa; that he had adorned the abodes of Bel and 
Ililit.. A brick found at Babylon bears the inscription, 
"to tho god Merodach, my 1~rd, Assurbanipal, king 

I G. Smith, I ... cit po 74, 7:1. 
• G. Smith, IDe. ool. p. 96 11 
• G. Smith, I«:. ca. po 113, 96, 97. 
• G. Smith, I«:. OIl. P 161. 
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of Assyria, king of Babylon."l When Urtaki, king 
of Ela.m (he had succeeded his brother U mmana.lda.s I. 
on the throne there), invaded Babylonia, Samul-sum
ukin ca.lled on his brother for a.ssista.nce j the Elamites 
were a.lready encamped before the wa.lls of Babylon.' 
.. To protect Bel and Nebo, my gods, whom I served," 
sa.ys Assurbanipal, "I gathered together my warriors. 
The Elamites were driven back to their borders. Not 
long after this failure Urta.ki, king of Elam, died, and 
the third brother ofU mmana.lda.s and Urtaki, Teumman, 
a.Bcended the throne. The SODS of the two elder brothers, 
the SODS of Ummana.lda.s, and the SODS of Urtaki (the 
latter were ca.lled Ummaniga.s and Tammaritu) were 
afraid that Teumman would cause them to be removed 
-out of his way, in order to secure the succession for his 
own SODS, and fled to Assyria.1 Teumman demanded 
that they should be given up. ABBUrbanipa.l refused j 

and when in consequence Teuminan declared war and 
invaded Assyria, ABBUrbanipa.l sacrificed to the war
goddess !star at her abode in Arbela, .. the city of the 
joy of her heart," and prayed: "0 thou goddCBB or 
goddesses, dreadful in battle, goddess of war, queen of 
the gods, rejoice the heart or Asshur j strike down 
Temnman and destroy him- And the goddess heard 
my prayer and said: Fear not; I will grant thee 
favour." But in that night !star appeared in a dream 
to the seer, with her bow in her hand, and announced 
that the enemy would not remain; in the midst 
of the battle she would protect the king of Asshur.4 

Assurba.nipa.l went against Elam in his fifth war, 
which he led in person. Teumman retired before the 

1 G. Smith, .. Disc.. p. 380. 
• G. Smith, .. Aaourb. • P. 103. 1Ummi," ADDIII. .. P. 282-
• G. Smith, lor:. oil. P. 107, 117. 
• Crlinder B., in G. Bmitb, lor:. oil. P. 120 ft. 
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Assyrians, and awaite4 the attack of their army in a 
position at EuIrens (Ulai), in the neighbourhood of 
Susa. The Assyrians, and with them the sons of 
Urtaki, Ummanigas and Tammaritu, fought with suc
cess. Teummari, wounded in the battle, fled with 
his eldest son; the chariot broke down in -the forest ; 
they were taken and slain. Assurbauipal placed 
Ummanigas on the throne of Susa. A relief in the 
pallice of Assurbanipal depicts the enthronement of 
Ummanigas at Madaktu and Susa by an Assyrian 
officer. 1 Chidalll, a part of Elam, which hitherto had 
been ruled over by Istar-Nandi-the East of Elam 
apparently-was handed over to Tammaritu. Teum
man's head was seen at the entrance of Assurbanipal 
into Nineveh: it was placed on the great gate of that 
city (about 655 B.C')'! 

Assurbanipal had carried off one success upon 
another; he was master of Egypt, received tribute 
from Lydia, and placed kingR over Elam at hili 
pleasure, when the rebellion of his brother Samul
BUIri-ukin in Babylon threatened to overthrow the 
foundations of the kingdom. Eager to reign independ~ 
ently, Samul-sum-ukin opened the treasures of the 
te~ples of Bel at Babylon, of Nebo at Borsippa, of 
Nergal at Kutha, and sent rich presents to Ummanigas, 
whom Assurbanipal had raised to the throne of Elaui 
not long before, in order to incite him to take up anna 
against AsSyria and to secure the aid of EIam. Um
manigas took his side. a Samul-l!llm-ukin also called 
on the districts on the Euphrates and Tigris to join 
him. In vain did the prefects of -Erech, Amida, and 
Arapha attempt to check the rebellion. The children 

I G. Smith, loc. cit po 140, 146. 116nant, .. AImal.. po 286. 
I G. Smith, loc. cit po 133, 166, 143-146. 
• G. 8mitb, loc. cit P. 1'11. 
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of Babylon forgot the favour shown to them, 8ays 
Assurbanipal, the temples which he had restored and 
adorned with silver and gold; the inhabitants of 
Sippara, Babylon, Borsippa, Kutha disregarded their 
brotherhood, and took up arms against him. The 
signal given by the king's own brother was followed 
by the Arabians, Syrians, and Lydians. " That faith
leas brother, Samul-sum-ukin, led astray the inhahit
ants of Accad, of Chaldwa, of Aram, and of the sea 
coast, my tributary subjects, to rebel against me. The 
princes (aarn) of the land of Guti, of the land of 
the West (mat acliarn), of Miluhhi, which my hands 
brought into submission, all these he seduced to fall 
frQm me, they took his Bide:" such is the statement 
of AssurbanipaL 1 

This rising was all the more dangerous, as some of 
the vassal-princes of Egypt thought it a favourable 
moment for throwing off the yoke of Assyria. The 
son of the Necho, whom in spite of his conspiracy 
with Tirhaka Assurbanipal had. a second time made 
prince of Sais, Neboshezban, who was then ruler of 
the canton of Athribis, and after the death of his 
father Necho, which occurred in the mean time 
(Necho died shortly before, or in, the year 664 B.C.),I 

succeeded kim as prince of Sais, was at the head of 
this movement. Assurbanipal tells us that Gyges 
of Lydia sent aid to Pisamilki, the prince (Sar) of 
Muzur, who had. cast off the yoke of his role.8 In 

1 G. Smith, loe. ciL po 1M, 1M. 169. SOl. " Di.oc.' p. 338-
I Above, P. 163. It is cerlain that P ..... metichu. reign ends in the 

year 610 B.c.; Boeckh, "Manetbo," Zl..w.cbr." fiira-hich.." L 716ft .• 
Unger. "Ilanetbo, n .. 280. Herodotus and Kaaetho aIJol M y .... to 
the reigD of PIIIIoDlmetichno, and an Api&-pilIa;r teu. ... that .. new Apia 
...... installed in the month Atbyr of the 64th year of the reigD of 
PIIIUIllIletichu& Necho tIumIfore cIied bcfono, or in the y __ B.o. 

810+64). • 
• G. Smith, "AEurb. n p. 66; "Di.oc." p. 332. In the oompaiatiDD 
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this Pisamilki we may recognise the "Psammetichus 
of the Greeks, the Psamtik of the Egyptians, the son 
of Necho of &is, the same person whom Assurbanipal, 
when he mentions the restoration of Necho and his 
son, calls by the Assyrian name· of . Neboshezban. 

of Herodotus, the ..-ion of Gygea of Lydia fakes place in 719 at: 
716, according as the fall of Sardis is put in 649 or 646 B.o.; his d ... th 
fakea place in 681 at: 678 B.o. In the 0&Il0ll of Eusebiua, on the same 
deta, he is computed to have IIIICI!llded the throne in 699 or 696, a.nd to 
have l'9igned tin 683 or 680. In the Iis6 of Lydian kings (Eueeb.. 
.. Chron.' 1, P. 69, ed. BchOne). he II8IleDdsd, on the same date., in 689 or 
686. a.nd l'9igned to 6;)3 or 600 B.o. The latter dates must be accepted 
if. Gygea eent hOIp to Psammetichus. Bamul-sum-ukin would not 
have found it ..........,. to invite the prince or prinoee of Milnhhi to 
rebellion, if Egypt had revolted from Assyria before his rebellion
Milnhhi must then be used on the cylindor in .. wider sense for 
Egypt a.nd Meroe-&nd Gyges oould not eend &By help to PlI&IDlIleti
chua, if he ...... not king himeelf. We &re not in .. poeition to fix 
&OCUr&tely the date of the rebellion of Bamul-sum-ukin. sinoe the Iis6 
of the Assyrian ruJera breo.ks 01'1 with the year 66S B.O. The JBot that 
it is the sixth war of Assurbeoipal in which he marches against his 
brolher-I enumerate the ....... according to' Cylinder A-ouly proves 
that the war cannot have taken place before 680 B.o. In the astro
nomical canon the reign of ·&ceduchinus ends with the y .... 648 B.o. ; 
and we may theretore aasume with aertainty that the overthrow of 
Bemul-6llll1-ukin took place in this y..... How long before this Bamul
aum-ukin took .up arms, we do not know; he may very weU have done 
eo in the y .... 632 B.O. For the rebellion ...... not brought to .. clo"" 
tin after .. long siege of Babylon: or the rebellion may have oom
menaed even .... lier. eo that GygesoouJd undoubtedly have sent help to 
l'eammetichus in the Iaet yeare of his reign.. The c;ylindare, which 
n&rrate the history of the wart! of Aesurbeoipal, date bom the y .... of 
Bellllwlainanj, who in Cylinder A is called 'rioeroy 0' Aoe&d, and on the 
othere viaeroy of Babel. We are not in " poeition to fix definitely the 
place of this year. A tablot of Erech be&re the date of 20 Nisa.n of the 
twentieth year of Assurbaoipol in Babel (M6n&nt, .. Annal." p. 29 1'1.). 
Aa Assurbeoipal must have dated his rule in Babylon from the over
throw of Bamul-sum-ukin. and Assurbeoipol himself died in the. y .... 
6:16 B.o.. Bamul-sum-ukin'B death must have taken place at leaaI; 
before 646 B.o. On the cylinders and on the reliefs in his pol&ae at 
Nineveh, Aesurbanipal merelyeaUahimeelfkingofAaahur. Hin the 
dOC\lDl8DIa relating to his buildinge in Babylon &8 well &8 on the 
Babylonian brick o.lrea.dy mentioned he eaUa himself king of Babel, it 
follows that theseinoeriptiona belong to the period after the war with 
his brother. G. Smitb, .. Dieo.. p. 378, S8O. 
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When the failure of that attempt had made Necho 
. and his son eaptives of Assyria, the important point 

was to give pledges to the king of Assyria that the 
fidelity of his vassals would not again be broken. 
The Egyptian tradition of the rise of Psammetichus, 
preserved for us by Herodotus and Diodorus, ought 
not to have more weight than that Assyrian name 
against the identity of Pisamilki and Psammetichus. 
That tradition knows of nothing but contests of 
Psammetichus with his fellow-princes, not with the 
Assyrians; like Manetho'slist of kings, it is abaolutely 
silent about the Assyrians, because it wishes to conceal 
the fact that the Assyrians ever had dominion over 
Egypt. The tradition of Egypt imagines a voluntary 
retirement of the king of Ethiopia, or his abdication 
of the government of Egypt, and then represents the 
Egyptians as setting up 12 princes in the place oC one: 
we have already seen that 20 were set up by Esar
haddon, and retained by AssurbanipaL Manetho's list 
says nothing either of the Assyrian dominion, or of the 
twelve; in it the rule of the last Ethiopian is followed 
by the dynasty of the Saites, two forefathers of Necho, 
and then by Necho and Psammetichus. The sepul
chres of the Apis show, that as a fact, the dates were 
differently lIxed in the seventh eentury B.C_ in Egypt. 
Even then the kings oC Assyria were disregarded; the 
reign of the Ethiopian Tirhaka is followed immediately 
by the reign of Psammetichus. The struggles which 
Psammetichus had to undergo with his fellow-princes, 
of which Herodotus, Diodorus, and Strabo tell us, were, 
as a fact, contests with those among the princes who 
adhered to Assyria, who would not follow the Iead of 
Psammetichus against Assyria, and submit to his rule 

. over Egypt. 
The rebellion of SamuJ-sum-ukin appeared to tear 
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from itB lines the whole structure of the Assyrian 
supremacy. But Assurbanipal knew how to cope 
with serious dauger: deep-seated confusion in Elam 
made his task easier. Thus he IJ1lClCeeded iii this sixth 
wa.r in driving his brother's army out of the neld. 
He besieged Sippara and Kutha. .Against Ummanigas 
of Elam, who, though placed there by Assurbanipal 
himself, was now an ally of &mul-aum-ukin, his own 
son Tammaritu rose in rebellion. He slew his father, 
but persisted in the war against Assyria., which his 
father had begun. He ma.rehed out "to aid &mul
sum-ukin; in the middle of the war Iudabigas, one of 
his servants, rebelled against him; Tammaritlll. found 
it necessary to seek the protection of his enemy 
Assurbauipal. Thus &mul-sum-ukin's hope in the 
help of Elam vanished. After Sippara, Kutha, and 
Borsippa had faIIen, Babylon was shut up. The 
famine in the city was so great that "they ate the 
1lesh of their sons and their daughters," as Assur
banipal tells us. Of the death of his brother he tells 
us : ABBhur, Siu, &mas, Bin, Bel. Nebo, and Ista.r 
thrust him into burning fire, and destroyed his life. 
Assurbanipal's punishmentB were fearful He had the 
tongues tom out of those who spoke against him'; 
even those of the offenders who escaped- the famine 
and the burning fire, did not get away free; they 
were slain or reduced to slavery. But he spared the 
remainder of the sons of Babylon, Kutha, and Sip

" para. On the people of Acead, on the portion of the 
Chaldleans and Aramreans, and those of the sea coast 
who had taken the side of Samul-sum-ukin, he again 
placed the yoke of Asshur. A relief of the palace of 
Assurbauipal exhibits him on the chanot of war, with 
prisoners and booty before him. The inscription says: 
the icing commands the coronation robe of Samul-
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sum-ukin. ~his gn.rmenta, his wives, his chariots, his 
captains, 'his warriors, and his slaves to be brought 
before him. l 

Mter thus suppressing the rising of the Babylonians, 
Assurbanipal directed the whole of his forces to the 
subjugation of E1am. The domestic condition of Elam 
seemed to promise success to a vigorous attack. Inda
bigas experienced the fate which' he had prepared for 
Tammaritu; he was driven from the throne by a man 
of the .name of Ummanaldas, the son of Attamitu.2 

This rebel did not find 'universal recognition; Paehe 
maintained a part of the land against him. Under 
such circumstances the victory could not be very 
difficnlt. Assurbanipal sent troops under Balibni 
against the land of Bit Yakin, which was governed 
by Nabubebikri, a grandson of Merodach Baladan, 
as a tributary prince (perhaps the ~son of Nahid
Merodach, p. 147), who appears to have taken part 
in the rebellion of Samnl-sum-ukin, and then to have 
escaped to Elam. Assurbanipal had already demanded 
his surrender from Indabigas, and he repeated the 
demand after the rise of Ummanaldas, who also 
refused it. The Assyrian army led by Assurbanipal 
to his seventh war crossed the borders of Elam. 
Ummanaldas abandoned lis metropolis, Madaktu, and 
lIed into the mountains. Assurbanipal placed Tam
mantu on .the throne at Susa, but soon returned, 
either from fear of his disobedience or because he 
had heard of it, to E1am, dethroned Tammaritu, and 
carried him prisoner to .A.seyria; marched through 
the whole land, devastating it, and took 30 cities, 
which are enumerated in the inscription. Neverthe
less, afteIo his departure, Ummanaldas again obtained 

1 G. BmitJJ, .. Aasurb.W P. 199; 1Unant, loc. ea. p. 288. 
• JUwmt, loc. cd. P. 293; Go Smi&b, loo. cd. P. 161>-1SS, 181. 
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power over Elam; Assurbanipal was co e~V~TS 
march against the country once more. T wasS1?tf'l 
eighth war. He obtained the most complete ~ll 
Madaktu and Susa fell into his ~and._ "I openeti 
their treasure-houses," says Assurbanipal; "I took the, 
treasures, which the earlier kings of Elam and those 
of these days had collected. No enemy beside myself 
had laid hands upon them, The silver and gold which 
the earlieli and later kings of Sumir and Accad, and 
of Kardunias, had sent to Elam, which earlier.kings 
and Samul-sum-ukin had p>Lid for the help of Elam; 
robes, arms, chariots, I carried to Assyria. I broke 
down the tower of Susa; Susinak, the god of theil: 
oracle, whose image no- man had seen, and the 
remaining gods (eighteen gods and goddesses are 
mentioned) with their treasures, priests, and servants, 
1 carried to Assyria. Thirty-two images of the kings 
in silver, gold, bnias, and stone, I carried away from 
Susa, Madaktu, and Huradi, and in addition an image 
of Humbanigas (p. 99), of !star-Nandi, of Halludllll 
(p. 144), and the younger Tammaritu. I broke the 
winged lions and bulls, which guarded the temples, the 
winged bulls before the temple gates of Elam, and sent 
their gods anll goddesses into captivity: I destroyed 
the palaces of their kings, the earlier and the later, the 
opponents of my father; the rulers and inhabitants of 
their cities, the people great and small, I carried away 
with their Hocks; their warriors I divided throughout 
the land of my kingdom (645 B.C.)'" 

In spite of this savage destruction, Ummanaldas 
eould return from the mountains, and again take" 
possession of the ruins of Madaktu. He was now, as 

, G, Smith, "Disa-" p. 349 It II Babylon fen in the sixth war, 
648 D.O., the deetruction of Snsa at the end of the eighth war oannot 
heve token plaoe earlier than in the year &16 B.o. 
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it appears, prepared to accede to Assurbanipal's re
newed request to give up the grandson of Merodach 
BaIadan. The latter anticipated his surrender, inas
much as he and his armour-bearer mutual1y slew each 
other. Ummanaldas gave up the corpse, and Assur
banipal had the head cut off. Thus died the last scion 
of Merodach Baladan of whom we hear: 80 ended the 
race which for 80 years, with incredible endurance and 
stubbornness, had asserted the independence of South 
Chaldiea and Babylonia against Assyria. After this 
Ummanaldas had to give way to Pache, who received 
a part of Elam. But Pache could not stand before 
the .Assyrian army, or did not venture to resist it. 
He was taken prisoner; Ummanaldas also was cap
tured, "like a raven," in the mountains, into which 
he had fled for refuge. .. Tammaritu, Pache, and 
Ummanaldas, who ruled over Elam in succession, I 
brought them beneath my yoke, with Uaiti, the king 
of the Arabs, whom I brought out of his land to 
Assyria. I had them bound to the yoke of my war
chariot; they drew it to the gate of the temple of 
Bilit, the famed wife of Asshur, the mother of the 
great gods." I 

Ancient E1am, the oldest power in the region of 
the Euphrates and Tigris, and in an hither Asia, 

-which once, before the times -of Hammurabi of 
Babylon, before the year 2000 B.C., had held sway 
over the states of the lower Euphrates, whose armies 
in those days had seen Syria. was fallen, never to rise 
ag.Un. cc In the midst of hell." says the _ prophet 
Ezekiel. c. is Elam, and al1 her multitude about her 
grave; al1 of them slain, fallen by the sword, which 
are gone down uncircumcised into the nether parts 

I G. Smith, "Diac." p. 371; "Aalarb." p. 231, Ul, 243,3Of, 306; 
)[mw.t, /00. <iii. p. 291. 
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of the earth. They who caused terror in the land of 
the living have borne their share with them that go 
down to the pit. They have set her a bed in the midst 
of the slain with all her multitude; they are placed 
among the slain." 1 It is true that, more than a 
century after the fall of Susa, we hear of stubborn 
attempts on the part of Elam to restore her state; 
but after that Elam ceased to exist, except as a name, 
and her history was then the more utterly forgotten, 
beCause after this rebellion the metropolis o£ Susa 
became the residence of the wide dominion of the 
kings of another people, the Achremenids. 

Babylonia was ill. subjection, and Elam had ceased 
to exist. Assurbanipal employed his arms in punish
ing the Arabian tribes who had supported the rebel
lion of his brother. A=uladin, the king of the 
Kedarites, had attacked the princes of Syria who 
remained loyal to Assurbanipal. The attack failed. 
A=uladin was defeated, and taken pris~ner by 
Kamoshalt&, the king of Moab; with him Adiya, a 
princess of the Arabiaus, was given up to Assurbani
pal.s Two other princes of the Arabs, the brothers 
Abiyateh and Aimu, had led their warriors to Babylon, 
to Samul-sum-ukin. They had been there defeated 
together with him and shut !IP in Babylon. When 
the famine was sore there, they attempted in vain to 
break through tbe siege; Abiyateh gave himself up 
to Assurbanipal. With them the soldiers of a third 
Arabian prince, Uaiti. had marched to Babylon. 
Assurbanipal now attacked Uaiti, whose tribes dwelt 
on the borders of Ammon. Moa.b and Edom. in Hauran 
and near Zoba; their dwellings and tents were 
burnt. Uaiti was carried prisoner to Nineveh, and 

I Ezekiel zxDi. 24. 
_ I G. ~mith, .. A.oaurb." p. 299; .~ Asyr. Canon,' p. 148 • 
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Abiyateh was set up in his place. Scarcely had he 
been set up, when he unitcd with Nadnu, the prince 
of the Nebaiyoth, against Assyria. On his ninth 
campaign, Assurbanipal marched over the Tigris and 
Euphrates into the d6llerts of Syria. As he tella us, 
\I.e defeated the servants of the deity of Atar-Samain 
and the N ebaiyoth, took both princes prisoners in 
~he battle, and caused their flocks to be driven off 
far and wide. "I divided camels like sheep," he 
says; "they fetched half a shekel of silver at the 
gate. On my return I took Hosah, which lies on 
the shore of the sea, which was disobedillnt, and did 
not pay tribute, and carried the people to Assyria. 
The people of Akko, who did not obey, I destroyed ; 
the remnant I carried to Assyria." 1 

Not only the Arabian tribes between the Euphrates 
and the Jordan, not only the princes of Syria, but 
the land of Ararat also, as Assurbauipal expressly 
declares; and Cilicia and the East of Asia were 
subject, TIllS follows, without a doubt, from the 
circumstance that Ardys, king of Lydia, who BUC

eeeded his futher Gyges on the throne in the year 
,653 B,C., soon after recognised anew the supremacy of 
Assurbanipal, in order to obtain his aid against the 
Cimmerians, who again heavily oppressed Lydia from 
the Halys. Assurbanipal had not only maintained 
the kingdom against the revolt of Samulsum-ukin. 
he had strengthened it by the overthrow of Elam, 
established the supremocy of Assyria in Hither 
Asia, and extended it to the west of Asia Minor. 
'Ye do not hear anything of an attempt to renew 
the vassalage of Egvpt, though the war against the 
Nabatreans and Kedarites brought Assurbanipal to 
the borders of Egypt. We may suppose that the 

I O. Smitb, .. Disc." p, 370. • O. Smith, 1«. :" p. 370, 
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resistance of the regions of Akko and Hosah (to 
the south of Tyre1) possibly rested on the expectation 
of Egyptian assistance. But the inscriptions of Assur
banipal end. with the war against the Arabians; 
beyond this we have no accounts of Assyrian origin. 
The struggles of Assurbanipal with the Nebaiyoth 
and the Kedarites· on the borders of Ammon and 
Moab. the reductioll of Akko, are the last acts of the 
Assyrians in Syria, of which we have any definite 
information. They must have taken' place not long 
before the year 640 B.O. It will be seen further on 
that Assurbanipal aftel1 this time was engaged in the 
East. 

The Hebrew Scriptures also know nothing of any 
interference of Assyria in the fortunes of their race 
after the reign of Manasses of Judah, which ended in: 
the year 642 B.O. A statement of Herodotns, which, 
is indeed very obscure, makes it possible to 'conclude 
that there was a later border war between Assyria and 
Egypt. He says: "Psammetichns besieged Ashdod 
(Azotus), ,& large city of Syria, for 29 years, till he 
took it.~' "This city," Herodotus adds, " endured the 

, longest siege of any that we know."~ Psammetichus 
could not besiege the Philistine city of Ashdod, until 
the southern fortresses of the Philistines, &aphia, Gaza 
and Ascalon were in his hands; His object in the 
attack upon these cities could only be to render the 
march of the Assyrian armies to his land more dif
ficult. These armies would have to collect in the 
BOuth of Philistia, and provide themselves with store.s, 
especially water, before they could begin the march 
through the desert. In the beginning of. this war, at 
any ra.te, it could not have been merely the forces of 
the Philistines which Psammetichus- had to contend 

\ J oahua xiz. 29. Herod. 2, U7. 
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with here; there must have been Assyrian garrisons 
and Assyrian troops in the cities. Diodorus also tells 
us· of the mode in which Psammetichus drew out his 
forces in the battles which he fought in Syria.' That 
the siege of a city should last 29 years is in itself 
inconceivable; we can only accept the statement of 
Herodotus as meaning that the war for the possession 
of the cities of the Philistines on the coast lasted 29 
years: If we calculate this time from the irruption of 
the Scythians into Syria, which in any case put an 
end to this war, i. e. from the year 625 B.C., Psamme
tichus rebelled against Assyria in the year 654 or 653 
B.C., and immediately afterwards desired to establish 
himself on the borders of Syria beyond the desert. If 
Assurbanipal was fighting against Arabian tribes, on the 
borders of Edom, just before the year 640 B.C., and 
took Alio, the narrative of this campaign ought also 
to I'peak of a collision with th~ Egyptian army, if 
Psammetichus was carrying on war against Ashdod as 
early as this date. We saw above that Psamme
tichus's rebellion against Assyria in Egypt could not 
take place later than the year 653 B.C. 

Assurbanipal begins the account of his buildings 
with a statement of what he had done for the temples 
of Babylon;' he concludes it with a description of 
his works at Nineveh. The walls with which Sen
nacherib had surrounded that city had been injured 
by heavy falls of rain which Bin seilt down. Assur
banipal strengthened the substructure, and restored 
them from the foundations to the pinnacles.' He 
restored, extended, and adorned the palace of his 
grandfather Sennacherib, in which he had grown np: 

1 Diod. 1. 67; 
• BegimIing at CyIiDder C. in G. Smith, .. Di.oc:." P. 377. 
S AboYe, P. 108. G. Smith, .. .&.ourb." p. 308. 
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the kings of the Arabians whom he had captured in 
battle had been compelled to work at them. Whoever 
destroys the inscription of his name, or the name·of 
his father and grandfather, and does not set it up 
along with the inscription of his own name, him will 
Asshur and the rest of the gods, Sin, Sarnas, Bin, 
Bel, Nebo, Adar, and Nergal punish with the con
demnation which will correspond to the glory of his 
(Assurbanipal's) name.1 In the ruins of this palace, the 
ruins of Kuyundshik, a number of slabs with reliefs 
have bcen preserved, exhibiting the warlike achieve
ments of Assurbanipal, with which he caused the halls 
of this building to be adorned. On them we Bee the 
envoys of the kings of Ararat paying homage to 
Assurbanipal. Urtaki, Teumman, and Tammaritu 
are seen in battle against tha Assyrilins; we see the 
head of Teumman of Elam brought to Assyria, and 
Ummaniglll! is enthroned at Madaktu by an Assyrian 
officer, (p. 169). Further, a relief shows us Assur
banipal sitting under some trees With some women; 
on one of the trees hangs thc head of the descendant 
of Merodach Baladan, Nabubelzikri! Finally, we 
find on these reliefs the cities of Elam, the city of 
Susa, and their sieges. The inscriptions give the 
names, and briefly explain the incidents depicted. 

1 End of Cylinder A. in G •. Smith, .. Disc." p. 372 ft. 
t Place, U Ninive." PL 67. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE CONSTITUTION, ARMY, AND ART OF THE ASSYRIANS. 

" AsSHUR was a cedar in Lebanon," so the prophet 
Ezekiel tells us; .. a shadowing .thicket, and of a tall 
stature, with fair branches, and his top was among 
the thick boughs. The waters made him great, the 
Hood set him up on high; with her stream she went 
round about his plants, and sent her conduits unto 
all the trees of the field. Therefore his height was 
exalted above all the trees of the field, and his boughs 
'were great, and his branches became strong becaW!6 of 
the multitude of waters, and spread themselves out. 
All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his 
boughs, and under his branches did all the beasts of 
the field bring forth their young. and under his 
shadow dwelt all great nations. Then was he fair 
in his greatness, in the length of his branches. The 
cedars in the garden of God could not hide him; 
the cypresses were not like his boughs, and the 
planes were not like his branches. No tree in the 
garden of God was like to him in beauty. I 
(Jehovah) have made him fair by the multitude of 
his branches, and all the trees of Eden envied him." I 

Babylon and Asshur are two stems springing out of 
the same root. The younger could borrow from the 

1 Ezek. xxi. 3-9. 
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elder her religioll, her ritual, her models in art and 
industry, and finally her writing; and along with 
this those scientific acquisitions, by no means con
temptible, which had been made on the Euphrates. 
The peculiar characteristic of the younger branch 
rests on its warlike power, which (nurtured in those 

• long struggles in the Zagrus and in the Armenian 
mountaills) at last far exceeded the power of the 
Babylonians .. 

There is no state in the ancient East, which, 
beginning from a reign so sm3ll in proportion, and 
provided with' such scanty material means, rose so 
high as Assyria-which from such a basis attained -to" 
& wider supremacy, or maintained it so long and so 
vigorously, By slow and laborious steps this kingdom 
worked its way upward in frequent and severe con
lI.icts beside Babylonia. To rednce and keep in obedi
ence the region round the sources of the Euphrates 
and the-Tigris, the land of Van and Ararat, to subju
gate the territory of the Moschi and Tibarenes, re~ 
quired the most severe struggles. The attempt of 
Tiglath Pilesar I. to reach the North of Syria and the 
Mediterranean was a success, yet it remained witbout 
any lasting results. . Not till the beginning of tbe 
ninth century B.O. does the dominion of Assyria. obtain 
more important dimensions, not in the North only, 
but also in the West and East. Assurnasirpal rea.ehed 
Mount Amanus, the Orontes, Mount Lebanon; he 
received the tribute of the Phenician cities. Shal-· 
manesar II. directed his most vigorous efforts again!!t 
Hamath and Damascus, while at the same time he 
reduced the Cilicians, as well as the nations of the 
Western table· land of Iran, to pay tribute. At the 
division of the ninth and eighth centuries B.C. 

Bin-nirar II!. held sway from the shore of the Red 
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Sea over Edom, on the shore of the Mediterranean 
over the Philistines and Israel, in the East over Mount 
Zagrus and the Medes. Then after the 'middle of the 
eighth Century Tiglath Pilesar II. forced his way at far 
as Arachosia, and at the least maintained his dominion 
over the tribes of the Medes; in the West he 
humbled Hamath, Damascus, 'Samaria; Judah paid , 
homage with the Philistines and all the princes of 
Syria. with the distant tribes of the Arabians, to the 
great king of Ass~ur. He first completely subjugated 
Babylonia, and forced even Southem Chaldrea to 
recognise his supremacy. Sargan, after him, main
tained Syria. even against the arms of Egypt, and 
added the crown of Babylon to the crown of Asshur: 
Cyprus as well as the islands of the Persian Gulf pay 
homage to him. Sennacherib maintains the dominion 
over Babylonia against the most stubbom rebellions, 88 

well as against the Elamites, and also the supremacy 
over Media; and if he was not able to maintain 
Syria against Egypt, he still retained the upper hand 
in.the eastem half of Asia Minor. Esarhaddon ruled 
over Asshur and Babel; he restored the dominion 
over Syria.; he conquered Egypt. The armies of his 
successor not only march victoriously into the gates 
of Memphis, Thebes, and Babylon, but even into the 
gates of Susa. In repeated campaigns he annihilates 
the ancient kingdom of Elam, and receives from the 
West the homage of Lydia. 

No other kingdom can display so long a" series of 
warlike and active princes, unwearied in conflict, 88 

Assyria. They believed that they were fighting not 
for dominion only, or glory, but also for their gods, 
for Asshur, Sin and Samas, for Istar, Bin and 
Adar, against the nations who did not worship these 
deities. It is this extraordinary activity of the 
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prinCe! which alone explains the long continuance, 
and the constantly increasing extent, of the .Assyrian 
power. For great as is the activity and unwearied 
pel.'!!everance of these prinCe!, there is an equal lack 
of eapabil\ty to create any organisation of their 
dominion and sovereignty which could secure even 
approximately the dependence of the subject nations. 
They take the field, defeat the enemy, and rest 
.::antent if he pays homage and tribute, if the. image 
of the victorious king of Asshur is engraved on the 
rocks of the conquered land, or set up in the city of 
the enemy. Ere long, if the tribute fails, war must 
be a",aain commcnced. The enemy is removed from the 
government, another prince is set on the throne of the 
subjugated land; tlie same game is commenced once 
more, as soon as there is the least prospect of shaking 
off the yoke. Owing to the stubbornness, more 
especially of the Semitic tribes and the mountaineers 
in the North, the kings of Asshur are condemned to 
constant eampaigns. The defections are punished 
with savage devastation of the land and destruction 
of the cities. The _ rebellious priuces and their lead
ing adherents are often put to death with exquisite 
cruelty; they are Hayed, or beheaded, or impaled, 
and yet such terrorism produces no visible effects. 
On the· other hand, if they submit, they are often 
pardoned ~ they are again recognised or set up as 
prinCe! over their lands, in some cases even after 
repeated defection. Occasionally, in order to maintain 
independently the Assyrian supremacy, Assyrian for
tresses are planted in the conquered districts; as at 
the crossings over the Euphrates, in the region of the 
Medes, on the borders of Elam, and in Syria. For the 
most part it is only over the smaller districts that 
Assyrian viceroys were placed. Native kings, chiefs, 
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and princes remain on the throne in the more 
extensive lands, and over the greater nations, as in 
the cities and principalities of Syria. Sometimes an 
a~mpt is made to secure the submission of princes 
by alliance with the royal house of Assyria. Over 
Babylonia alone were sons and brothers of the king 
repeatedly placed, and not always with a happy 
result. If Esarhaddon, instead of transferring tbe 
government of Egypt, under his supremacy, to one 
prince, divides it among 20, this organisation was 
not an Assyrian invention; in all essentials it was a 
transference of the lords of the districts from vassal
age to the king of Napata to vassalage to the king of 
Assyria. The chief means of the kings of Assyria 
for securing the obedience of the vanquished· for 
the future consisted at all times in carrying away 
and transplanting parts of the conquered population. 
The nationalities of Hither Asia, as far as the table
land of Iran, underwent considerable intermixture in 
consequence of this system, but this means could only 
work thoroughly in· the smaller regions and com
munities-for the kingdom of Israel, for Hamath, and 
the Arabian tribes. 

In such a defective organisation of the empire, 
while limited to such elementary, and at the IIame 
tinle such unproductive, means, it would be more 
interesting to find an answer to the question, how the 
kings of Assyria were able to keep their own nation 
willing to undertake these endless wars; .how from 
their native land, of no great extent, they could 
obtain the men and the means for such burdensome 
efforts-and in any crisis this was the only power 
they could rely upon-how the authority of the crown 
could be maintained in spite of such heavy requisitions 
on their subjects ;--did our knowledge allow ns to 
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give even an approximate explanation. An hereditary 
succession, interrupted far less than is usual elsewhere 
in the" East, appears to have rendered these tasks 
easier to the kings of Asshur, to have been favourable 
to the continuance of the kingdom, and to have assisted 
the rulers in extending their supremacy. Tiglath 
Pilesar I. mentions four of his ancestors in unbroken 
succession on the throne (II. 36). The kings always 
describe themselves as sons and grandsons of preceding 

. rulers. Down to the time of Sargon we hear nothing 
of the murder of kings, and only of one attempt at 
Tebellion on the part of a king's son. With Sargon 
a. new dynasty seems to hlltve ascended the throne: 
he neither calls. himself JI. son of his predecessor 
(Shalmanesar IV.), nor does he mention any other of 
the earlier rulers as his progenitor. But his raee, in 
its turn, seems to have held the throne till the fall of 
the kingdom, though he and his son Sennacherib fell 
by assassination, though Esarhaddon only acquired 
the throne after a conflict with the two brothers who 
had slain their father, and Assurbanipal had to defend 
it against the rebellion of a brother. That the power 
exercised by the kings of Assyria was unlimited even 
in their own territory is beyond a doubt. The king 
is the supreme judge, the general in chief, the higb
priest. He ascertains the will of the gods, who reveal 
themselves to him, who send him dreams, assure him 
of their assistance. It is the gods, their lords, who 
overthrow the enemy and the rebellious princes before 
them. The kingll offer sacrifice and pour libations in 
person, not the priests. In his palace at Kuyundsbik 
(p. 181) Sennacherib pours a drink-offering over four 
lions which he has slain in hunting, and which lie . 
before the altar. Other monuments exhibit the king, 
with a bowl in his hand containing gifts for the gods, 
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or holding up a pine-apple. At the sacrifices the king 
wears a pecuIiar priestly robe: small pictures of the 
sun and moon, with a horned cap, a pitcher, and a two
pronged fork, hang from his neck: in his hand he haa 
a short stalL The priests serve at his side; behind 
the form of the king on the monuments stand winged 
spirits, in expectation or protl'.ction, at the sacrifices. 
Only the king wears the upright tiara or kidari.8; a 
tall conical cap, flattened at the top. He alone speaks 
in the inscriptions. He frequently relates the deeds 
of his generals aa performed immediately by himself. 
Service about the person of the king is entrusted to 
eunuchs, who are distinguished on the monuments 
by corpulence, flat cheeks, beardless chins, and lank 
hair-while all others wear long hair curling at the 
end, and long, carefully-trimmed beards. Eunuchs 
carry the parasol and the fan of the king; they are 
his butlers, and conduct into his presence those who 
come to pay homage or tribute; they also perform 
the duties ofthe royal scribes. We find them equally 
active aa magistrates of the state; and finally we see 
them on war chariots aa commanders of divisions of 
the troops. 

On the organisation of the government we have 
very scanty inCormation. The prophet Nalmm speaks 
of the leaders and mighty men of the king of Asshur, 

. of the" crowned" of the Assyrians who are numerous 
as the locusts, and the captains whom he compares to 
a swarm of grasshoppers.1 Ezekiel mentions the 
" captains and rulers of Assyria gorgeously clothed in 
blue purple, horsemen riding upon horses, all of them 
desirable young men."l From the chronicle of the 
Assyrian kingdom preserved to us from the beginning 

. of the ninth century, BoC. we find that the years were 
J Nahum iii. 17. 18. • Ezek. xziii. 6, 12. 
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regularly distinguished in & definite series by the 
names of certain high officers. The beginning is· 
made by the year of Turtanu (Tartan), the chief
commander of the king; then follows the year of the 
chief of the pala.ce, the year of the Rabbitur, i. e. con
troller of the harem (or this precedes the other), the 
year of the privy councillor of the king, the year of 
the overseer of the land, then the years of the prefects 
of the cities or regions of Rezeph, Nisibis, Arapha; and 
finally, the year of the prefect of the metropolis, 
Chalah. The viceroys of other cities or districts, e.,? 
of Gozan and Amida, were sometimes prefixed to the 
year; in the second half of the reign of Assurbanipal 
we also find the prefect of Babylon in the series of 
these high officers.l The regular list of the officers, 
after whom the year is named, and the record of the 
most important events which took place in the year, 
placed against 'the name of the officer, indicate a cer
tain established order in the management of business. 
That in other respects also records were accurately 
kept is shown by the inscriptions, not only in the 
definite chronological statements for remote events, 
but also in the continued announcements of the 
numbers of slain enemies, of prisoners, of cattle taken 
as booty, of men and women removed and trans
planted, and tribute received in money and animals. 
We see on the reliefs (at least on the monuments of. 
the time of Sargon and after) the scribes occupied 
with these enumerations; they put down' their notes 
on strips of leather. Short accounts of their successes 
by generals who have been sent out, reviews of affairs 
in neighbouring states, invariably directed to the king 
in person, are still in existence. The informant as a 

1 E. Schrader, .. Z. D. M. G." 26.449 11".; G. Smitli, .. Assyrian 
Canon; " VoL U p. 328, and above, p. 171, nolo. 
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rule refers to the detailed communications which the 
messengers will make. There is also preserved a 
fragment of the diplomatic correspondence between 
ABByria and Elam, a letter of Ummanaldas II. of Elam 
concerning the descendant of Merodach Baladan, who 
fled to bim (p. 174), and a procIaDlation of ABSur
banipal to the subjects of this Nabubelzikri, that he 
had taken them under his protection, and made 
Ba.IibJ;ii a viceroy over them.' 

As to the activity, the forethought, and the results 
of the regular government, we only learn from the 
inscriptions of the kings about their buildings, that 
storehouses were in existence and kept up for the 
booty taken in war, and the tribute; that horses 
and: beasts of burden were kept for the army. 1£ 
we may conclude from these lists of the years and 
officers, these indications and hints, that the govern
ment of the native land was .duly arranged and dis
charged its functions regula.rly, the fact that the 
army and siege apparatus were perpetually in readi
neBS leads ns to assume an active and careful 
military government. The army no doubt occupied 
the first place in the attention of the kings. Their 
warlike activity, supported by a force always in 
readineBB, was the only foundation of their power 
beyond the borders of ABBhur. Of the warriors of 

. ABByria Isaiah says: .. They shall come with speed 
from the ends of the earth; none shall be weary nor 
stumble among them; none shall slumber nor sleep; 
neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor 
the latehet of their shoes be broken; whose arrows 
are sharp and all their bows bent; their horses' hoofs 
shall be counted like flint, and their chariots like a 
whirlwind. They shall roar like young lions, and lay 

I G. Smith, .. .&.arb." p. ~ 
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hold of the prey, and shall earry it away safe, and 
none shall deliver it."l According to the description of 
Herodotus, the Assyrians wore brazen helmets worked 
in a peculiar way;' cuirasses of linen, lances, and 
shields and swords like the Egyptians; a!lli besides 
these~ war-clubs with iron heads.2 From the evidence 
of the monuments the Assyrian infantry were divided 
into troop~, distinguished by their clothing and armour. 
The heavy-armed had conical helmets or round caps 
with a high ridge and cheek-pieces, armour - co~ts. 
provided with plates or rings of steel on the breast" Olr 

cuirasses of scale armour in the place of these plates 
and rings, greaves extending from the knee to the 
ancle, or scale-armour hose. Beside this they coveJ." 
themselves with round or oval, shields. Their weapons 
of attack are the lance, and a short sword, straight or 
crooked, which was carried in the belt. In addition to 
this heavy infantry there were the light troops; bowmen 
and slingers. The first were occasionally accompanied 
by shield-bearers, who carried shields of the height of 
a man, and planted them before the bowmen. 

The kings fought from their chariots with bow and 
arrows. This was the mode of fighting of the princes 
and captains throughout the Semitic warlike states. 
The kings of Elam and Ur and those of Erecb and 
Babel were no doubt the first to take the field with 
war-chariots; after them the kings of Damascus and 
Hamath, and the princes of the Philistines. From the 
Syrians the Pharaohs borrowed their royal war-chariots 
and the chariots for their army. So [ongas the Hebrews 
were husbandmen and breeders of cattle, they fought 
simply on foot;' when they established a monarchy we 
saw that the first care, of the new princes was to 
,provide themselves with chariots of war., From the 

I Herod. 7, 63. 
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Semites this mode of fighting spread westward, not 
only to Egypt but also to Asia Minor and Hellas, and 
eastwards to the Indiall.8 on the Ganges. The com
manders of the Assyrian army also fought from their 
chariots, which at the same time carried the standards 
of .their divisions. The mas&. of chariots formed a 
special portion of the Assyrian army. Beside the two 
pole-horses, which are yoked,they are, as a rule, pro
vided with a third or subsidiary horse; on the chariot, 
as a rule, are three men, a charioteer, and an archer, 
besides a shield-bearer, provided with coats of mail 
which leave only the arms free, and scale-armour for 
the legs. Occasionally the charioteer, as well as the 
archer, has a shield-bearer behind him. Cavalry was 
not wanting in the armies of Assyria any more than 
in the armies of the Pharaohs. We see numerous troops 
of cavalry with well-trained horses, partly armed with 
the lance and partly with the bow; partly sitting 
without any saddle on the bare back of the hOl"Se, 
and partIy provided with pack saddles. Pictures of 
parade-duty are not uncommon. In these the lance 
is held free in the right hand, the shield is carried 
under the left arm. In the camp the rows of tents 
are separated by a broad gangway, in which rises the 
great tent of the king. We have already seen the 
king seated even in the camp on a high seat, with his 
bow in one hand and his arrow in the other. In the 
spacious tents, the warriors kindle fire between stonca 
and place pots thereon, while in others the wounded 
are being tended on beds. We see the Assyrian 
army crossing a river; the king, the chariots and the 
baggage are rowed over in boats; the horses and the 
men swim, the latter with the aid of inllated bladders, 
as is still the custom in Mesopotamia. Other pictures 
exhibit shipe with two rows of oars. In the battIe we 
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see the line of the heavy-ar:ined infantry awaiting the 
attack of the enemy; the first rank kneel down with 
outstretehed lanee; the seeond rank, in a somewhat 
crouching position, also hold the lanee in rest; while 
the bowmen in the third rank stand upright and shoot> 
over the two first ranks. Then the king, on his splen
didly adorned chariot, drd.wn by richly caparisoned 
horses, sending forth arrow upon arrow, . with the 
picture of Asshur the supreme deity over him, dashes 
upon the ranks of the enemy. In some reliefs, the 
infantry, or the cavalry of the enemy, already turned 
back in flight, shoot their arrows as they :6.y, an am
nee well understood by the cavalry of the Medes and 
Persians. We also see the riders on camels defending 
themselves in this way in their flight. 

The greater number of reliefs exhibit the enemies 
of the Assyrians in strongly fortified cities, protected 
by lofty walls and towers, in part with bcautifully 
deeorated pinnacles; sometimes two or three walls rise 
one behind the other. The fortresses lie on heights 
surrounded by vineyards, or forests of pines and m
trees, or on rivers by palm-groves, where the fruits 
oeca.sionaIly indicate the season of the siege; in ~ther 
representations the position of the enemy's city on & 

river or the sea-coast is indicated by creatures of the 
water or the sea, like tortoises, large 1is~. ete. The 
Assyrians knew how to throw walls of circumvallation 
round the hostile city,' to build besieging-towers, to 
undermine the walls or force their way into the city 
by means of shafts under the earth.· But thll ordinary 
mode of attack was to fill up thll moat and then to make 
a breach in the walls by battering-rams. The batter
ing-rams stood on wheels, and were protected by & case 

I Isaiah =xvii. 33: of. 2 Ringo m. 32: abo"., p. 127. 
I Laya:d. "Ninoveh," p. Si8. 
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covered by the skiDs of animals, or they were placed in 
the lower story of a moveable wooden tower, the upper 
part of which is occupied by archers; and the whole is 
then moved up on wheels to the wall. Machines for 
throwing stones are also to be seen on the monuments. 
When a breach is made, the infantry advance towards 
it under the protection of the "tortoise." If an 
attempt is made to scale the walls by ladders, the 
bowmen, where possibls, from a covered position, 
such as a wood near the walls, keep up a lively fire 
upon the turrets of the wall, in order to distress 
the defenders and drive them from the breastwork, 
while the heavy-armed plant their ladders. The 
besieged then attempt to meet the storm by a 
shower of arrows, by throwing down stones and fire. 
brands. When the walls are scaled we see the 
besieged pledging submission by raising their hands, 
the women escaping on mules or camels, or kneeling 
and praying for mercy. The viotors collect the booty; 
arms, tripods, vessels, beds, stools; guards are set 
over these. while others bring to their commandem 
the heads of the slain, the number of which is taken 
down by the scribes. The lIocks and herds of the 
vanquished. camels, sheep, and goats, are driven away; 
the prisoners are pnt in fetters and led before the king, 
who has ascended the throne. :JIere they appear, some 
with heavy irons on their hands and feet, some with 
the hands tied. some led by ropes, which are drawn 
through holes in their lips and noses, sometimes tied 
in pairs, sometimes in troops, driven forward with 
blows by the soldiers in eharge. The king plants his 
foot on the neck of a captive prince; he puts out the 
eyes of another with his lance; others are impaled. 
Then follows the victorions return; soldiers and 
music go before the king's chariot, before which, as 
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we already know, the heads of the slain or executed 
princes of the enemy were oeea.sionally carried. 

The strength of the chief cities formed in the last 
resort the support of the kingdom. The walls of these 
the kings of Asshur eannot have neglected to renew and 
strengthen. In the inscriptions only the buildings of 
Sennaeherib and Assurbanipal at the walls of Nineveh 
are mentioned. According to the statements of Ctesias. 
preserved in Diodorus. the city of Nineveh. formed a 
long rectangle of 480 stades (60 miles) in the circuit; 
The walls which inclosed this space were 100 feet high, 
and were overtopped by 1500 towers of double the 
heigh~.l A writing of the Hebrews. which. however, 
is not earlier than the fourth century B.O.. maintains 
that the circuit of Nineveh was three days' journey; 
120.000 inhabitants lived in the city, who could not 
distinguish the right hand and the left. i. e. children 
in the earliest years of life. More important is the 
evidence of Nahum, from the middle of the seventh 
century B.O., that .. Nineveh is full of men as a pool is 
full of water; her merchants are more numerous than 
the stars·in heaven."2 The position of Nineveh is 
marked by the ruins of Kuyundshik and Nebbi Yunus, 
opposite Mosul; and the remains of the outer wall allow 
us to fix, with tolerable accuracy, the circuit which it 
really had. As a fact it formed a long rectangle. some
what out of the square On the west the course of 
the Tigris covered the city; the wall on this side of 
the city extended along the ancient bed of the river 
for 13.600 feet; the wall of the longer eaetem side 
measures 16.000 feet; the wall of the north side is 
exactly 7000 feet; that on the short south side is only 
half tbis length; 8 so that the whole circuit of the city 

lVoLUp.4. I Nahumii.9; iii. 16. 
• G. Baw1inooo, .. J,{cmarcbi ..... 1'. p. 2M It 
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does not reach ten miles, i. e. does not reach a sixth 
part of the extent given to it by Ctesias. Ev~n if we 
add to this the circuit of the strong outer ramparts 
which run in a double and sometimes in a quadruple 
line, on the east side, from the point where the Khosr 
:flows into the city, as far as the stream which, empty
ing into the Tigris, covered the southern front of Nine
veh-even if we reckon in the city of Sargon (Khor
cabad), which lay ten good miles to the north-esst of 
Nineveh, on the left bank of the Khosr (p. 95), the 
circuit of both cities taken together does not amount 
to more than 15 miles. Xenophon, who was on the 
spot, and caw the walls of Nineveh still standing, 
gives them a circuit of six parasangs, i. e. of 20 miles. 
According to this, either the fortresses of Khorsa
bad and Nineveh were oonnected, and this circuit is 
actually given,-or Xenophon assumes that they once 
were in counection. We are hardly justified in 
excluding the first hypothesis. The lower part of the 
-walls, so Xenophon tells us, was built of smoothed 
shell-stone j 1 the thickness was about 50 feet, and the 
height also 50 feet. On this substructure is raised 
the wall of bricks, which also is 50 feet thick, but 100 
feet high. Hence these walls were standing 200 ye3l'll 
after the fall of Nineveh j with the walls of Khorsabad, 
though broken by wide breaches, they were still to be 
traced throngh a circuit of 20 miles, and -reached the 
astounding height of 150 feet. i. e. higher than Ctesias 
puts them. The remains of the walls of Khorsabad 
possess to this day a thickness of 45 feet, which agrees 
with Xenophon's measure; in the walls of Nineveh the 
substructure of well-hewn limestone can be traced, but 
the remains of the walls do not rise more than 46 feet 
above the present BUrl'ace of the ground- If we are to 

I Lyell, • EIemout .. t GeoI.ogf,' ad. a. p. 368. 
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venture on a suppOsition about the number of the 
inhabitants from .the extent of the walls of Nineveh 
and Khorsabad-the total of the two cities, in which 
the royal palaces and temples occupied a considerable 
space, can hardly be put down at more than 300,000. 

Twenty good miles to the south· of Nineveh lay the 
other residence of the kings of Asshur, Chalah, the 
city founded by Shalmanesar L Chalah was natur
ally even stronger than Nineveh. On the west, as 
at Nineveh, the Tigris formed the protection j about 
seven and a half miles to the south the greater Zab 
emptied iuto the Tigris. The course of this from the 
north-east to the south-west formed on the east also 
an outer line of defence, which was made still more 
strong by the fact that a not inconsiderable tributary 
of the Zab, the Bumodus (Ghasr), which flows from 
north to BOuth, empties into the Zab about ten miles to 
the east of Chalah, just before the latter unites with 
the Tigris. Above the mouth of the Zab, Assurnasirpal 
carried a canal from that river in a northern direction 
to Chalah (1L 312). The city itself formed, as has 
been already remarked, a regular square, the extent of 
which reached about half the circuit of Nineveh; the 
BOuth-west comer of the city was occupied by the royal 
palace. Xenophon gives to the walls of this "large 
but desolated .. city, which he calls Larissa, a circuit of 
two pa.rasangs (seven miles, nearly). The walls also 
were of less dimensions here. Xenophon found the 
substructure of stones 20 feet high j the walls of burnt 
bricks on the substructure 100 feet high j the thickness 
of the walls was 25 feet.' Northward of Chala.h, on 
the brook Shordere, which flows past on the south and 
east of Chalah, are heaps of ruins, extending as far 
as Kereml~, and from this point· again through the 

I Xenoph. II Anab.n 3, 4:, 1--8. 
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plain as far as the district of Khorsabad. It is possible 
that the line of these forte formed an outer system of 
defence for Nineveh and Chalah, and that it lies at 
the bottom of the story of the 60 miles of circuit 
of Nineveh. The same circuit is given by Hero
dotus for the city of Babylon (cf. Chap. xv.). Of 
the third chief city, Asshur, which stood in ancient 
tinles, as we have seen, not only before Chalah, but 
also before Nineveh, nothing is left but heaps of 
refuse, out of which rises a ('.onical hill. The ruins 
are of brick, among which here and there are seen 
some stones. The line of the old walls can still be 
traced. This city also formed a square, not less, but 
rather longer, in circuit than Chalah. 1 

It seems that the kings of Assyria laid lesi weight 
on the fortification of the" city of !.ashur, than on the 
strengthening of Chalah and Nineveh. They saw 
danger in the west only, from the lower Euphrates. 
The city of Asshur, on the western bank of the Tigris, 
was exposed to attacks from the west; Chalah and 
Nineveh were covered in this direction by the Tigris, 
which the enemy had to cross. To make the two 
cities so covered impregnable from the eastern side 
also was the object of the kings of Assyria, especially 
of Sargon. Sennacherib, and AssurbanipaL The thick
ness given to the walls of Nineveh, Khorsabad, and 
Chalah (25 to 50 feet), was sufficient to defy the 
battering-ram-the turrets, raised to the elevation of 
120 to 150 feet, were so high that the stones of the 
slingers and the arrows of the bowmen could not reach 
them .with effect, and no scaling-ladder or besieging
tower could be set up which would carry mea to these 
turrets. 

What Babylon possessed or acquired in science and 
I uyard, .. N"JII8Rh &lid ita 1lemaiDa,. 2, 44. 
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poetry, Assyria did not fail to appropriate, just as sh!! 
used her divisions of the heavens and the :rear, her 
weights and measures, her standard of coinage, and 
her writing from all antiquity. In the ruins of 
Kuyundshik a great number of tablets have been dug 
up,' copies of old Babylonian originals, which havo 
preserved Tor ns the story of the Babylouiaus about 
Cbasisathia (Xisuthrus) and the great flood, about the 
descent of !star to the under world, and other narra
tives of a mythical character. In addition to this are 
prayers and poems, with fragments apparently on COB

mogonical subjects, very difficult of interpretation, 
and hardly to be referred to any definite date. Of 
especial value for the deciphering of the Babylonian 
and Assyrian cuneiform writing are the clay tablets 
discovered here, on which ·the cuneiform symbols are 
explained by placing beside them the phonetic value 
of the words and inflections, first of the Accadian, that 
language unknown to us, and then of Babylonian
Assyrian. t The use of writing was not less extensive in 
Babylonia and Assyria than in Egypt. The copious 
application of it for the purposes of government and 
legal business has been already mentioned.. We are 
indebted to this for the remains of the list of years and 
rulers, the synchronistic tablets of the kings of Asshnr 
and Babel, and a long series of private documents from 
the time of Bin-nirar III. down to the overthrow of ths 
empire. These documents, and the ambition of the 
kings to retain their names in the buildings which 
they erected. to set up their images wherever their 
armies or their dominion advanced, to transfer to 

I The ao-eaJled Archive of Aaourbanipal in chambers 40 and 41 OIl 
Layard'B plan. . 

• L6aormant, .. Etudea AooadiaDn .... • I, 8, P. 67 fl.. ; Eo Bohradst, 
".Jon. Lit. z." 4th April, 1874. 
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the walls of the buildings which they erected. their 
achievements written on cylinders or stone slabs, to 
adorn the walls of their palaces with pictures of their 
hunts, their sieges, their victories and triumphs, accom. 
panied by written explanations, have enabled us to 
restore, at. least in its main lines, the lost history of 
A.ssyria-a history of which the Greeks have left and 
could only leave to us the fact that a kingdom of this 
name existed, and was the foremost power in Hither 
Asia, along with echoes of Medo-Persian songs abont 
Ninus, Semiramis, and Sardanapalus-from which the 
Hebrews have retained no more than the names and the 
acts of the rulers who made their influence most deeply 
felt in the fortunes of Israel. Yet even the inscrip. 
tions of the kings of Aeshur do not give us the history 
of Assyria undefiled. But whatever care they took to 
represent their successes in the most brilliant light 
possible-here and there we are driven to the attempt 
to bring back these accounts to the fact-they are far 
removed from the extravagance and the voluble asser· 
tions of the inscriptions of the Pharaohs. The far 
more realistic and historical sense of the Assyrians is 

_ stamped in their monuments and inscriptions. Ae 
they allow us to see, year by year, the activity, 
the untiring perseverance, and warlike skill of the 
Assyrian nation and its princes, even though they 
magnify their successes - so too the reverse side of 
these qualities is brought into prominence; the fierce 
cruelty, the bloody savagery which the conquered had 
to undergo. The kings constantly boast of the punish. 
ments they have inflicted. and appear more than once 
to exa.,ugerate them. 

The rivalry of the long series of the rulers of Assyria 
in building temples and palaces, which begins with 
the oldest period of the realm, after the pattern of 
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Babylonia, has J'reserved for us· no irieonsiderable 
remalls of Aasyna.n arts, and ocular evidence of the 
industry and mode of life, of the character and man
ners of the Aaayrians - not indeed in the breadth 
and nnbroken sueceaaion of development in which the 
monuments and the inexhaustible sepulchres on the 
Nile have retained the picture of ancient Egypt. For 
monuments of plastic art, the ruins of. Erech, and 
Ur, and of Babylon, have been investigated almost in 
vain. The ruins of Nineveh and Chalah have. pre
served a eonsiderable series of works of sculpture. IT 
in the ruins of Babylon. with the exception of outlines 
on seals or other cylinders, there is scarcely a single 
image of a god preserved, there have been discovered 
at Nineveh some statues of gods, and innumerable 
pictures in relief of gods and demons, on the slabs of 
the pa1a.ces. The most frequent object on these is the 
image of the god Aaahur. On a bearded human head, 
of grave aspect, the god wears a round cap or a helmet, 
ronnd which are horns; the figure extends only to the 
knees; it is surronnded by a winged diRk to which, 
from the knees of the god downwards, are attached the 
tail-feathers of a bird. In battle-pictures the breast of 
the god is clothed with a cuirass of steel-pla.tes; his 
bow is in his hand; he shoots his arrows against the 
enemies of his nation. On the pictures representing a 
victorious return, and the seal-cylinders of the kings, 
the bow rests in the hands of the god.. Nebo, the god 
of the planet Mercury (L 267), is exhibited in stand 
ing images, with long beard and bared breast; the 
robe descend., from the breast. Of a statue of latar, 
in her old temple at Nineveh, we have a.t the least the 
head.1 The god Bin also is to be seen on cylinders; 
he holds the trident of his lightning in his hand, a 

, G.~Bmitb, .. Diao." P. 248. 
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pointea: cap is on his head; his robe falls, not from the 
shoulders, but only from the hips doWn to his ancle&. 
:rhe moon god Sin is seen on Assyrian cylinders in a 
long robe, with a long beard, standing on a half-moon; 
fL fiecond half-moon rises above the tall covering of his 
head. In a figure swimming in water, with a- round 
homed cap on the head, and ending in the body of a 
fish from the hips downwards, we may no doubt 
recognise Dagon. The cylinders most frequently 
exhibit a sun's disk by the side of the images of 
Asshur, the -crescent and seven stars.1 On the 
slabs of stone which exhibit to us the fOm18 of the 
kings, symbolical indications of the chief deities are 
visible to the left of the kings; we see the sun, the 
moon, a homed cap, and a winged disk, perhaps the 
symbol of the god Asshur. In the reliefs winged 
demons are often to be seen. They wear the high 
round cap, out of which rise four united bull's horns: 
QCCaIlionally the head is uncovered, and then it is sur
rounded merely with the narrow fillet of the priests ; 
the arms and thighs are always uncovered. These 
forms also are frequently found in pairs, guarding the 

-entrance to rooms; at times standing or kneeling in an 
attitude of bleseing or prayer, on both sides of • 

-wonderfully-shaped and adorned tree. In the same 
way two eagle-headed genii often stand opposite 
each other. Human figures, clothed in royal attire, 

_ with the head and wings of an eagle, are often found. 
Walking figures of lions with eagle heads and wings, 

-or the back of a man on the legs of a. bird lI1ll"IDounted 
_ by a lion's head, are found. The gates of the temples 
and palaces are guarded by winged bulls and lions 
with human heads. These are always placed in pairs. 

J G. BawtiDam, M Ilm>arcbiea," r, 16. 17; Layud, "lloa.,- PI. 
69 -. 46, 47, 48. 
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The height of these' images ranges from 10 to IS 
feet. At the point where the long, richly-worked 
wings, which are thrown far back, are joined to the 
shoulders, rises a grave and solemn countenance, with 
a strong beard, sometimes,wearing a cap, sometimes a 
tall tiara, round which wind four bull's horns. These 
figures stand at times entirely detached before the 
entrance; in others the fore part and fore legs alone 
are free from the pilasters of the doors, and the figure 
is continued in relief on the side of the pilaster. 

Plastic art in Assyria is less forced and typical in 
the lines, forms, and figures,than plastic, art on the 
Nile: it is not fettered by the unchangeable Jaws 
of Egyptian art; it is less solemn, and free from the 
tiresome parallelism of the Egyptian forms. The 
sculpture of Assyria is more significant and vigorous. 
Not tied down by the hieratic style, like the Egyptian, 
it also works for the most part in the softer material 
of limestone, while the Egyptians prefer granite, t1Je 
hardest of all materials. The Assyrians do not strive 
after the gigantic and colossal forms of Egypt: the 
dimensions even of the colossal bulls and lions are on 
e. more moderate scale. Far more naive, they conceil"e 
of life more freshly, fully, and powerfully, and aim 
far more at a true representation of life than the 
Egyptian. Egypt prefers the sunk, Assyria the raised 
picture. On the Nile the outline is the chief object: 
.in Assyria the forms are always modelled full, strong, 
and round, with energetic expression of the limbs, 
and muscular to an excess. The movement is more 
'Vigorons and full of expression than in Egypt, without, 
.however, sacrificing repose and fixedness, and without 
destroying dignity in the representation of ceremonies. 
The feet of the figures exhibit the Egyptian positiOD. 
in profile, but the .. upper, part of. ,the body is full, 
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rounded, 'and closely compressed. The tall and thin 
forms of Egypt are Dot to be found in the monuments 
of Assyria. The clothing is heavy; the position and 
expression of the face is far more varied than in 
Egypt. The animals are represented plump and full 
of life, often with startling truth even in the most 
rapid motion; though not unfrequeDtly with great 
exaggeration in the muscles. . The great guardians of 
the portals exhibit a beautiful effect in the contrast 
of their mighty animal energy, and the quiet dignity 
of their human faces. Great practice in the treat
.ment of the forms can hardly be mistaken anywhere; 
in spite of the dimensions, often colossal, the propor
tions are correctly preserved; and the larger pictures 
of camps, battles, and marches, if not better than those 
of Egypt, are more varions and. free in composition. 
Within the sphere of Assyrian art we are in a posi
tion to establish a certain distinction, a progress of 
s~me importance. The figures in the palaces of Assur
nasirpal and Shalmanesar II., the two great princes of 
the ninth century B.O., are stronger and thicker, more 
coarse, violent, and exaggerated than the reliefs in the 
buildings of SargOD. In the century which passed since 
that time the plastic art of Assyria obviously made 
technical advances, and attained a more delicate treat
ment and greater regularity in the exposition. Later 
still. at the height of its development, Assyrian art 
is seen in the figures of the great palace of Nineveh 
(Kuyundshik), which Sennacherib, Esarhaddon, and 
Assurbanipal built in succession (p. 181). 

The architecture of Assyria was not essentially 
different from that of Babylonia. The Assyrians had 
brought with them from the lower Euphrates the habit 
of building in bricks, and continued to WIll this style, 
though harder material Jay at a less distance from 
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them than from the cities of the Babylonian plain. 
The temples and the palaces of .Asshur, Nineveh, alid 
Chalah consisted for the most part of unbnrnt brick
slabs, dried in the sun and mixed with straw. This 
material made it necessary here, as in Babylonia, to 
make the walls stout, which was also advisable owing 
to the summer. heat. The thickness varies between 
five and fifteen feet. The stone for the substructure 
and casing, mostly limestone and shell-stone, was 
quarried in the adjacent mountains. The buildings 
were roofed by beams extending from wall to wall: 
by this necessity the breadth of the rooms was limited. 
AIl, a rule these are narrow, and the want of breadth' 
is compensated by length. These are the dimensions 
of the porticoes and galleries which we can trace in 
the remains of the roy.al palsces: the great portico of 
the palace of king ABsurnasirpal at Chalah (II. 313) has 
only a breadth of 85 feet, with a length of 154 feet; 
the porticoes in the palace of Kuyundsliik are from 
150 to 180 feet long, and 40 feet in width; the gre;t 
gallery is only 25 feet broad, but more than 200 feet 
in length. Yet in the palace of king Sargon at 
Khorsabad, remains of the bases of pillars have heen 

,found. The application of the brick-vaulted roof in 
the form of pointed and round arches is shown in 
the narrow passage in the building of Shalmanesar II. 
at Chalah (II. 328), and in some remains of door
arches at Khorsabad. The pictures of cities in relief 
also occasionally exhibit arched ga.teways. The sculp
tures' in the stone slabs of white, grey, and yellow 
limestone or alabaster, which cover the walls and 
chambers to a height of 10 or 12 feet, were painted, 
as is shown by numerous traces of colour upon them.l 

The walls of the chambers above the sculptures, where . 
I Ezekisl. also oupporia this, :aili. H, 16. 
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they did not make way for window lights, were decked 
with burnt and glazed tiles, sometimes coloured and 
enamelled; the beams of the roofs were adorned with 
carved work of wood and ivory, with plates of gold 
and silver, and precious stones.1 The outer walls of the 
palaces must alao have been cased with slabs of stone. 

The wealth of Nineveh .is called endless by the pro
phet Nahum. He mentions the abundance of carved and 
molten images, of costly vessels in the" house of their 
god." The monuments exhibit not only the" carved " 

-images; beside many actual remains, they prove that 
costly furniture was in extensive use in the temples, at 
the court, and among the great officers of Assyria. The 
tables, stools, seats, drinking-vessels, vases, harness 
and bridles of horses, shown in the reliefs of the palace, 
are wrought with great delicacy and with good taste. 
The yokes of the chariots, the bows and bow-covers, 
exhibit very delicate carved work. On the robes of 
the kings we see groups of wild aninlals inwoven, 
partly real in form, as lions, partly mythical, like 
scenes of hunting and war. The ear-drops, which the 
kings and other persons of diatinction wear, the bands 
round the arms and wrists, are of artistic work; and 
generally closed by the heads of lions. rams, and 
bulls; the weapons also, the handles and sheaths of 
the swords and da~, must have been finished with 
great care and neatness, and in an excellent style. 
The not inconsiderable number of vessels of copper 
and bronze, of pitchers, stained glass, ivory articles, 
necklaces, armrings, and eardrops, which have been 
preserved in the ruins, prove that the monuments 
represent the possession of the Assyrians. without 
exaggeration of their beauty, that Assyria, besides 

·what was bronght to her by trade, possessed a school 
I I.yud, ,.... <iI. po 327, 328. 
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of artisans long trained in the art, and excellently 
taught, without which such great and excellent works 
in architecture and sculpture. would have been im
possible. Of the tombs of the Assyrians few have 
been opened 88 yet. The coffins, like. those in the 
Babylonian sepulchres, are narrow and BIIl3.ll. and 
only contain skeletons, with bands on the arms and 
neck. and eome simple clay vessels beside the coffins. 1 

1 1Aoyard, 1Dc. cit p. 3M. 



CHAPTER X. 

JUDAH UNDER HANASSES AND JQSIAH. 

OTHER cares and other effortS than the maintenance 
of a wide dominion, the erection of splendid palaces, 
the restoration of impressive works of art, the prepara
tion of magnificent furnitnre, oecnpied a small region 
which obeyed the lords of that military power, and 
those palaces,-the kings of Asshur. The kingdom of 
Israel, though not annihilated by the arms of Assyria, 
was thoroughly broken by them. . Twenty years after, 
Judah escaped the same disaster, but not without the 
severest wounds. It was laid waste at that time 
throughout its whole !lxtent; the cities were taken or 
garrisoned; 200,000 of the inhabitants were carried 
away. Only the metropolis was maintained and Baved. 
Afterwards, in the last years of Hezekiah, and under 
the reign of his son Manasses (he ascended the throne 
in 697 B.c.), the land remained unmolested by the 
Assyrians for more than 20 years, till Esarhaddon 
undertook to snbjngate Syria again to the dominion 
of Assyria, which his father had given up after raising 
the siege of JernsaIem. Some years after this Mana.sses 
joined the attempt of Tyre to resist the king of Asshur 
with the help of Tirhaka (p. 154). We do not knoW' 
what J ndah had to suffer for this attempt of the king : 
we only learn from the Hebrews that Manaaaea wu 
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carried away captive; but at a later time ~d to 
his kingdom. In any case Judahbeheld for the space 
of 20 years the armies of Assyria on their march to and 
from the Nile (673--653 B.C.)'! 

. In the first centuries after the settlement of thEt 
Hebrews in Canaan, the· rites of the Syrians had in 
isolated instances forced their way in beside the 
worship of Jehovah. Under Saul, David, and Solomon 
the worship of Jehovah was established and organised, 
and took firtit root. The earliest prophets, after the 
division of the kingdom, opposed the introduction of 
the worship of Baal in Israel with the fiercest zeal. 
In the time of Jeroboam II and Uzziah, the renewed 
advances of these rites had been successfully met by 
the great prophets with the deepened and purified 
conception of the national deity. And now these 
hostile tendencies once more met in the severest con
flict. The Hebrew Scriptures tell us that Mana.sses did 
not follow the example of his pious father; that he 
turned back after the way of his grandfather Ahaz; 
that he restored the worship of Baal, dedicated a place 
for fire-offerings in the valley of Ben Hinnom, and 
burnt his son to Moloch. On the roof of the royal 
palace and in the court of the temple altars were set up, 
and priests established, "who burnt incense to the 
sun, the moon, the zodiac, and all the host of heaven;" 
courtesans and women who wove tents dwelt in the 
buildings of the temple, and the king even set up the 
statue of Astarte (!star) in the temple itRelt: In vain 
did the priests set themselves in opp!>sition to this 
movement; in vain did the prophets announce; "The 
line and the plummet of destruction will be drawn 
over Jerusalem as over Samaria." Manasses caused 
those who opposed his arrangements and innovations 

I Abow, p. 167, 162 If. 
VOL. m. p 
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to be put to death; . he is said to -have filled J erusaillm 
from one end to the other with innocent blood. .. Like 
a destroying lion," says Jeremiah, "the sword devoured 
your prophets." 1 The death of Manasses and the acces
sion of his son Amon brought no- improvement. .. He 
did that which was evil, and'walked in the way of his 
father, and served the idols which his father served." 

"The more energetically the prophets condemned 
the religion of the Syrians, the more strongly they 
contended against all customs and saccifices, against 
sensuality, luxury, and debauchery, so much the more 
closely did the elements thus attacked and almost 
overcome combine together; the more stubbornly did 
the opposite party cling to the rites of the neighbours, 
the more eagerly did they collect all the Syrian deities 
in and round Jerusalem. The highest and the lowest 
religious conceptions,-the worship of the one holy God 
in heaven, and the rites of sensuality and mutilation
strove once more with each other with all their force ; 
in the one ease with the deepest certainty and con
viction, in the other with the fierce impulse of the 
passions, and the support of the crown. The last 
ten years of the long reign of Manasses seem to have 
brought the severest persecution upon the priests 
and prophets of Jehovah which they ever experienced. 
And when Amon, after two years, was slain in the 
king's house by a conspiracy of his servants (640 B.C.), 
and the people of the land slew all who had conspired 
against Amon, and raised his son Josiah, a boy of 
eight years old, to the throne, it was Datural to the 
circle of the priests and prophets to guard against the 
recurrence of such oppression of their faith and lives 
as had taken place under Manasses and Amon. This 

1 2 Kings xxi. 8-16; lCriii. 4-14, 26; ZlIiT. II. lor. ii. 30; m 
31; viii. 2,19; u. 4; :o:ix. 4, 6. 
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was only possible if the religion which they profetlsed, 
and for which they suffered, finally obtained a decisive 
victory, and became the exclusive religion of Judah. 
If the persecution ceased in the minority of the king, 
the Syrian rites continued to exist; and if the young 
king, when he came of age, sbould join that side, the 
times of Manasses would recur. Neither the organisa
tion of the priesthood of the temple, nor their religious 
inJIuence, was sufficient to retain the kings in the faith 
of Jehovah, and prevent them from reformations and 
persecutions in the interest of the Syrian rites. What 
the inJIuence and authority of the priests failed to 
accomplish, the mighty religious utterance of the pro
phets in the fulness of their faith was also unable to 
avert. 

The tendencies of the priests and prophets were 
already regarded as in a proceas of assimilation. The 
views of the prophets were not without inJIuence 
on the hahits and usages of the priests. The pro
phetic word had already begun to penetrate the old 
narrow views of the tribal god of Israel, holding a 
place beside other gods, the rigid rule of external 
service, the traditions of the priesthood, with its 
powerful mysticism, inwardness, and deeper idea of 
God; while, on the other liand, the prophets could 
borrow from the priests clear and established forms, 
and thereby felt themselves impelled to fix the rela
tion of inspired religion to the rites of worship. 
The persecutions of Manasses had brought these two 
directions in which the religious life of Judah had 
developed more closely together than at any pre
vious time. In this union men felt themselves 
Iltronger than before. If the crown could be attached 
to the worship of Jehovah, if thela.sting support of 
royal authority could be secured for it, if the worship 

p2 
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of Jehovah could be elevated to the position of 8 

legally established state-religion, - if by this means 
it became possible to apply the penalties of the law 
and religious influence with equsl force in favour 
of the national religion, the hope might be enter
tained that the religion could be strictly enforced, 
that the utterances of priests and prophets, naturally 
supporting each other, and expressed in a popular 
form, would secure a lasting victory-that the wor
ship of Jehovah could be greatly strengthened, the 
Syrian rites for ever excluded, the position of the 
priesthood secured, and future dangers turned aside 
from it. 

The chief aim was to fill the hearts of the king and 
the people with more lively faith; to attach the king 
and nation more closely to the worship of Jehovah, 

. and, if p088ible, to pledge them definitely to support 
it; to gain the power of the state and the force of the 
law for the maintenance of this worship. The ancient 
writings of the priests contained, as we saw, in addition 
to the account of the fortunes of the people in ancient 
times, the ritual, the rubrics for the priests, the rules 
of purification, the moo ancient legal sentences and 
canons of blood-vengeance and family law, together 
with all the usages of justice. The contents of these 
writings formed a code for the priests rather than 
the laity; this fact, and the connection in which these 
regulations stood with the historical narrative, as well 
as the extent of the whole, made these books ill
adapted for presenting to the king and the· nation a 
synopsis of the most essential duties, and for impress
ing these duties upon them. The detailed rules for 
the priests must be removed; a law-book for the laity 
was required. For this purpose the regulations seat
tered through the old books were collected and arranged 



JUDAH UNDER MANASBES AND JOSIAH. 213 

into a compendium of the requirements which every 
Israelite had to fulfil. The new conceptions of the 
prophets must be assimilated to the old regulations, 
and these brought into harmony with the deeper views 
of the prophets. Something was also deducted from 
any excessive and very ideal demands, in order to 
give a more certain currency to more moderate rules. 
Dnly of such a law could the hope be entertained 
that it would 'find adoption and win hearts, and be 
recognised by ruler and people as the fixed canon, 
the principal law of the land, and that it could be 
strictI y enforced. 

Josiah was of age when his kingdom was viSited by 
a heavy calamity. Savage tribes from the north .sud~ 
denlyover-flowed Syria and Judah, laid waste the land 
far and wide, rolled on to Egypt, and then flowed back
wards to their homes. If Jerusalem resisted, and per
haps the stronger cities also, the land was nevertheless 
cruelly devastated (625 B.C.). Judah was again br0l!ght 
to the brink of destruction, as in the days of Hezekiah, 
and again Jehovah had not made" a full end;" again 
he had saved his people. The king cansed improve
ments to be made in the temple; for this purpose the 
doorkeepers collected money among the sacrificers. 
Whel} Josiah sent his scribe Zaphan to the high priest 
Hilkiah to receive the collected money; the high priest 
said, that "he had found the book of the law in the 
house of Jehovah," and gave the scribe a roll. He 
brought the book to the king, and read it before. him. 
Josiah was deeply moved by the contents, and the 
threats denounced in it against those who transgressed 
the law of Jehovah. He directed the high priest, 
Zaphan, and some others to "enquire of Jehovah about 
the words of the book that had been discovered." They 
went to Huldah, a pr~phetess, the wife of Shallum, the 
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chamberlain. The prophetess declared the words of 
the volume to be Jehovah's words. Then the" king 
(it was in the year 622 B.C.) assembled the elders of 
Judah and all the people in the house of Jehovah, and 
read in their ears all the words of the book, which 
was found in the house of Jehovah." 1 

According to this book-the second law-Moses, 
after the giving of the law on Sinai, had once more, in 
the land of Moab, on the borders of Canaan, shortly 
before his death, proclaimed the law of Jehovah, and 
renewed the covenant of Jehovah with Israel The 
introduction to the book is a speech of Moscs, which, 
after tlie manner of the prophets, is directly addressed 
to the Israelites, and gathers together the kindnesses 
which Jehovah had shown to his people in Egypt, and 
after the exodus from that land. The lofty style 
of this description, compared with the composition 
of the older law, is evidence of the effect subsequently 
exercised by the prophetic mode of conception and 
expression. But not the form only, the contents also 
of the new law are determined in essential points by the 
idea of God developed in the circles of the prophcts 
(p. 26). Jehovah, who has created earth and heaven,2 
whose is "the heaven and the heaven of all heavens," 
" the God of gods and Lord ollords,"8 who alone i(I true 
being, while all besides is transitory appearance, who 
guides nature and men according to his word and will, 
"who does jnstice to the widow and the orphan, and 
regardS the person of no man,". remains in the new 
law, as in the old, a jealous God, "who dips his arrows 
in the blood of his enemies;" but in this law he is also, 

1 2 Kings :aD. 3-20; Deul :uxi. 9-13. The t.. weight will be 
gi""" to the II01I18What eitvamslantial IICOOI111t 01 the c\i.ocarery giV811 
in Chroniclao os compared with the Boob 01 Kinga becaue the detiUla 
..... cmly a development of what HilIriab _ye to Zaphau. 

• Deul iv. 32. • Deuls. 14, 17. • Deuls. 18. 
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as the prop bets taught, a merciful God who has no 
pleasure in the punishment of evil-doers, but in their 
amendment; who, it is true, "visits the SillS of the 
fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
generation, but also has mercy on thousands who love 
him." 1 This God may not be worshipped under an 
image; for, as the book of the law expresses itself 
in an argument drawn from history: "Ye saw no 
manner of similitude on the day when the Lord spoke 
to you from Horeb, out' of the midst of the fire." 2 

If the prophets raised their eyes beyond and above 
-the relation of this one Lord of heaven and earth to 
. the people of Israel to the conception of a divine 
government of the world; if Isaiah had spoken of the 
plan according to which Jehovah had arranged the 
fortunes of the nations and lands since the beginning of 
days; the law is naturally confined to the relation of 
Jehovah to Israel But this relation is conceived 
chiefly in the feeling of tbe prophets. We saw how 
the prophets had been led by the conception of the;! 
peculiar fortunes experienced by the Israelites to 
reconstruct the relation of the tribal god in Buch a 
manner that the one Almighty Lord of heaven was 
regarded a8 having chosen Israel as his people: a 
relation which is brought forward by the pl"ophets in 
the most various applications. Owing to this peculiar 
relation Jehovah gave Canaan to the Israelites; for 
this reason he chose Sion for his mountain, Jerusalem 
for his dwelling-place, and the temple for his house; 
for this reason Jehovah was, to the prophets, the real 
king of Israel Like the old, the new book of the 
law regards the relation of Jehovah to the Israelites 
88 & covenant, & treaty between two parties, each of 
whom can stand on his rights; Jehovah on his 

• Deut. T. 9. .. Deut. iv. 16. 
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worship; Israel on the services rendered in return by 
Jehovah, on the land granted to him for the service of 
Jehovah, on the enjoyment of his fields and vineyards, 
on peace and security against enemies, on the increase 
of his race and Pr06perity. Jehovah is the master, 
and Israel the servant; the servant most serve, but 
the master cannot keep back the wages. Jehovah has 
announced his commands to Israel; the Israelites have 
pledged themselves to fulfil them, and so long.as they 
perform their obligation, Jehovah will not shorten the 
reward of their service. If on the ground of such a 
covenant the prophets regard all the evil which over
takes Israel as a consequence of the breach of it; if 
the "strife" between Jehovah and Israel concerning 
the observation and non-observation of the contract 
is a current idea with them, with which is connected 
-the announcement of a day of judgment, and of 
the severe punishment which Jehovah will execute on 
those who transgress the tovenant (p. 28) j the book 
of the law is here marked by something of the 
priestly character, inasmuch as it concludes with the 
blessing which will attend the maintenance oC the 
covenant, and the curse which will Collow upon the 
breach of it: to which Moses adds; "he knows that the 
Israelites. will do evil alter his death." 1 In the first 
case "the fruit oC the womb will be blessed in Israel," 
"the fruit oC the fields, the inerease or the kine, and 
the lambs oC the sheep, the basket, and the kneading 
trough," and "Israel will lend to many nations and 
borrow oC none j JJ, in the second case Jehovah will visit 
them "with the scab, with boils oC Egypt on the knees 
and thighs, £rom the top oC the head to the sole oC the 
Coot; with fever, pestilence,consumption, inflammation j 
with blindness, madness, and astonishment oC hean j .. 

1 Deai. :aD. 27. 
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" the heaven above them will be of brass, and the earth 
under them of iron; they will be to all the kingdoms 
of the earth for oppression, and their carcases will be 
the food of the birds of the air, and the beasts of the 
"field; they will live scattered among all nations from 
one end of the eart1!. to the other; they will become 
an astonishment, a by-word, and a derision to the 
nations."1 

If the prophets announced the day of judgment and 
the destruction of the unfaithful, they seldom forgot to 
describe, in the most glowing colours, Israel's restor
ation; they remained in the firm conviction that 
Jehovah's mercy would be as great as his auger: that 
Jehovah, through the remnant of the faithful and the 
regenerate Israel, would turn all nations to his service; 
that again in the future .. a shoot would spring from 
the stock of Jesse;" that the race of David would reign 
with a renewed divine power (p. 28, lS3). These great 
ideas of the restoration oi the renewed and purified 
Israel, these hopes of the Saviour and restorer from 
the house of David, are wanting in the Book of the 
Law. It is simply pointed out, in regard to the 
kingdom of Israel, "that if Israel returns, Jehovah 
will lead back the captives, and gather Israel again, 
and circumcise his heart." 2 

If it is a subordinate point of view that the Israel
ites ought to serve Jehovah in order that it may be 
well with them, this conception nevertheless follows 
necessarily from the position of the tribal god to the 
tribe recommended to his protectien-and to any un
fettered mind the assumption is natural that reward 
should attend good actions; that the good must prosper 
and the evil suffer on the earth. The centre of this 
class of conceptions among the Israelites is not so 

I D.ut. xxviii. 16; of. iv. 27. • Dout. :ox. 1-10. 
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much to serve for the sake of the hire, as that the 
worship J)f Jehovah .would have this reward as its 
immediate consequence. But if at the same time the 
recompense for service was brought more strongly into 
prominence among the Jews than among any other 
nation, if iu no other people this legal state of the 
relation between God and man is established so much 
in the form of a compact, the prophets had already 
given an inward and moral meaning to the simple 
relation of contract between Jehovah and Israel. They 
looked on it as a marriage (p. 40), and consequently 
they did not merely reprove the breach of the contract 
as an outrage on right, but branded it as faithlessness. 
The Book of the Law also does not remain at the point 
of the mere contract. The Book asks: "Whether such 
a 'mighty thing was ever done or heard of on the earth, 
&8 that a God had attempted to take a people to him
self out of the midst of the nations by signs, and won
ders, and war, and a strong hand and an outstretched 
arm, by great and wonderful deeds."1 But we are 
further told, "Jehovah has not inclined to you, aud 
chosen you, because ye were more than all nation&--ye 
were the least of the nation&-but because Jehovah 
loved yoU."2 ".It is the grace of Jehovah that he has 
inclined to the fathers of Israel, and to them only, to 
Jead them."3 If the relation of the protecting lord to 
his people thus p3SIWB into a relation of free choice and 
love, the Book of the Law, on the other hand, requires 
from the Israelites something more than an external 
worship of Jehovah by gifts and sacrifices. II The 
command which I give thee is not hidden from thee, 
·nor is it far oft', that thou shonldst say, Who will go up 
to heaven and bring it down, or who will go over the 

I I>eui. iv. 32-M. • I>eui. 'rii. T, 8. 
I Deut. So 14,.16; iv.37. 
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Ilea and annonnce it to us! The word is very nigh nnto 
thee, in thy mouth, \l.nd in thy heart."l .. Circumcise 
the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer sti1f
necked."· .. Ye will find Jehovah if ye seek him with 
Rtl your heart, and all your soul.'" •• What does Jehovah 
require of thee' That thou shouldst love him with all 
thy strength, and walk in his ways." 4 .. Love Jehovab, 
tby God, with all thy heart, and all thy ROul. and keep 
his charge, and his statnbls, and his judgments, and 
his commandments alway.'" 

If the new law seeks to give a value to inwardness, 
to lifting up the heart, and love to.God; if it recognises 
tbe moral nature of Jehovah in tbe heart of man, and 
in this point is fully in harmony with the requirements 
of the prophets; yet at the same time, in accordance 
with the view of the priests, the whole sacrificial service 
was retained, with the regulations for purification. 
Even if the priests had been able t~ adopt tbe point of 
view of the prophets-the conception of purely inward 
elevation, Rnd service with the heart-how could this 
have been brought into force, and established among the 
people, or with the kings, who fonnd it no easy task to 
kcep up the ritual oCthe service of J ebovah beside tbe 
sensual Syrian rites! The ritual for the priests, the 
regulations for tbeir rights and duties, were in exist
ence ; the new law was not intended to instruct the 
priests, it was essentially a rule of life for the laity. 
Hence in this respect the new law had only to work its 
way as a supplement, to impreas more definitely on the 
people nnity of the worship, and its concentration in 
tbe temple at Jerusalem. Thus it was decisively com
manded that the Passover also should be kept by all 
Israelites in Jerusalem (IL 210). In order finally to 

I DenllCa. 11-14. • :o.nu. :L UI. • Dent. iv. 29-
• D<nU. :aU. 9; lL 12. 'DenL :Dii. a; :o:i .. l; c£ "ri. 4-a 
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put an end to the ancient custom of worshipping 
Jehovah ~'in the high places," the rule was enforced 
that all sacrifices should be offered in the temple at 
Jerusalem: every other place of Racrifice was expressly 
forbidden, and every sacrifice which was not presented 
by the priests of the temple. On the other hand, in 
other departments, the new law exhibits greater 
moderation. At the festival of the new bread it 
was enough if every one offered freewill-offeringa 
according to the measure in which .. Jehovab bas 
blessed him;" but the Israelite was not to appear 
before Jehovah with utterly empty hands. 1 The new 
law moderated the demands for giving the tithe to the 
Levites. The tithe of the harvest was still to be offered 
according to ancient custom as a thank-offering for 
Jehovah in the temple; but it was permitted to redeem 
the tithe in kind and exchange it for money: finally, 
the law declared itself content if the tithe were duly 
paid at least in each third year.s The tithe of cattle 
was entirely dropped in the Book of the Law; only 
the claim of the priests to the male first-born of 
animals was retained: .. With such oxen ye shall not 
plough: such sheep shall not be shorn; they shall be 
eaten before Jehovah year by year."8 The new law 
provided a compensation for the diminution of the 
tithe, by allowing the Levites, like the priests, to have 
a share in the. sacrifices, if they did service in the 
temple, and by the role that the Israelites should invite 
the Levites to the sacrificial feasts at the ihank-offer
inga and festivals.' Other requirements of the old 
law-that a part of the spoils of war should be given 
to the priests-that in enumerations and levies of the 

I DeuL xii; xn 18. 
• DeuL xv. 19, 20; iv. 22-29; lIX9i. U-16. 
• DeuL xii 6, 11. 17; xiY. 21-29. • Deut. xviii. ~ 



JUDAH UNDER MANASSES AND JOSIAH. 22[ 

people every one should pay a. poll.tax to the temple, 
were not repeated in the new law. 

The most essential point was to put an end to the 
Canaanitish rites in Israel, and prevent their entrance 
for the future. The new law therefore had to retain 
in all its sharpness the opposition to the Canaanites; 
in the conquered cities at least all that was male was 
to be " cursed" with the edge of the sword.' And not 
less must the strict regulations of the ancient law be 
kept up about the exclusiveness of Israel towards all 
other nations, the prohibition of marriages with them 
(a rule only relaxed in the case of women captured in 
war)." and against receiving strangers as citizens'and 
partners of the community. Even the closely-related 
tribes of the Ammonites and Moabites were not to be 
received, though families of these tribes in the tenth 
generation were living in Israel The only exception 
allowed by the ~ook of the Law was in favour of the 
EdOInites, the most closely-related tribe (I. 415) . 
.. From the Edomite thou shalt not turn away; he is 
thy brother 1" Edomites were to be received in 
the third generation. The new law goes further th~ 
the old in threatening' the worship of every other 
god than Jehovah with the punishment of death, in 
demanding that every one who served another god 
'should be brought out to death. Least of al.l. were the 
next of kin to spare the apostate: they were rather to 
take the foremost place in th~ persecution. He who 
served other gods was brought before the gate, on the 
evidence 'of two or three witnesses, and stoned, the 
witnesses throwing the first stone at him: but the 
Book of the Law says expressly that the evidence of 
one witness was not enough.a In the same way false 

J Dout. xx. 1G-17. • Deut. vii. 1-4. 
a Deut. xvii. 2-7. 
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prophets, who incited to the worship of other gods, even 
if they did signs and wonders, were put to death. 1 "If 
thy brother," the Book continues, "or thy BOn, or thy 
daughter, or the wife .of thy bosom, or thy friend, 
which is as thy own soul, entice thee to serve other 
gods, thou shalt not spare him; thy hand shall be the 
first upon him to stone him to death." I If a city 
practises idolatry, the inhabitants and every live 
thing in the city, even thc cattle, are to be "cursed" 
and put to the edge of the sword; all furniture and 
property is to be brought into the market-place and 
burnt as a burnt-offering for Jehovah. Then the 
houses are to be destroyed with fire and never rebuilt.' 

The Book of the Law sought to avoid the greatest 
danger of all, by the provision that the people should 
not choose any stranger to be king. How could a 
stranger be king in Israel when no strangers were to 
he admitted into the people! The ~g of the people 
which Jehovah chose must belong to the chosen race. 
But the new law also adds, that the people are " to make 
him king whom Jehovah shall choose," a regulation 
which, in so far asit recognises and sanctions the old 
right of election, must be intended to gnard against 
the influence of the priests on the possession of the 
throne, and their decision. For the king himself the 
Book lays down the rule: not to multiply hOrBe8 and' 
wives to hi.mselt that his heart turn not away, as had 
been the case with Solomon and Ahab, and not to 
greatly multiply to liiIDself silver and gold. He is 
also to make a eopy of the law when he sits upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that it may be with him, and 
.. he may read therein all the days of his life, that he 
may learn. to fear Jehovah, and observe all the words 

I Delli. xiii. 1-6. • "Delli. xiii. 8-11. 
• Delli. xiii. IJ-17. CL Exod. xxii. 18. 20. 
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of the law, and that his heart be not liCted up above 
his brethren. n 1 

The old law gave the rules of blood-right, and 
family-right, and in addition canons on the rights of 
the pel'8On, and the protection of property. In the 
new law the main object was to secure the carrying 
out and application of these rules of justice in the 
practice of the tribunal. For this object a definite 
in1luence of the priests on the tribunal was required. 
In principle the Book decIares, that" every sentence 
shall be given after the decision of the priests and 
Levites, n Z for practice it is contented to prescribe, that 
judges and overseers were to be placed at all the gates ; 
and then adds: "IC there arise a matter too hard for 
thee in judgment between blood and blood, and 
between plea and plea, and stroke and stroke in the 
gates, then thou shalt arise and get thee to the place 
which Jehovah shall choose (the temple), and come to 
the priests and Levites and the judge, who shall be 
there, and do according to the sentence which they 
pronounce for thee." The man who will not listen to 
the priest who stands.there to minister before Jehovah 
is to be put to death.8 

In the judicial process the new law lays emphasis 
on the rule that only the testimony of two or three 
witnessea is to be sufficient .. and that the testimony is 
to be strictly proved. The judges are to inquire, and 
"if the witness is a false witness, and has spoken 
falsely sgainst his brother, ye shall do to him as he 
thought to do to his brother:'5 Like the old law, the 
new warns the judge to .. have no respect of pel'8Ons," 
and adds that he is to take no gift, that he is never to 

• Deut. xvii. 14-20. • Deut. Eli 6. 
I Deut. ni 8-12; xi:L ·17; zu.13 . 

• Deut. nii '. 6; xi:L 16. '. Deut. zix. 19. 
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give crooked judgments; least of all, in the case of 
widows and orphans. "Cursed is he that perverteth 
the judgment of the fatherless and widow."l 

In the canons of law, as in the regulations about 
the tithes, the new code makes changes only with a 
view to the carrying out of the law in practice. It 
goes decidedly beyond the old in the regwations, 
instituted even in the old law, for the diminution of 
the eeverity of the law of debt, and in regard for the 
oppressed and poor (II. 221). The arrangements about 
the years of Sabbath and of Jubilee are dropped as 
impracticable in the new law, and are reduced to the 
much simpler rule, that in every 8eTenth year, i. e. in 
the year of Sabbath, an " acquitment is to be made," 
i. e. every unpaid loan, made before this year, is to be 
cancelled, with the income upon it. Fecling the evil 
coneequences which might spring from this regulation .. 
the Book of the Law at the Banle time gives warning 
that no one is to be misled into refusing loans to the 
poor from the fear thai he could not count on repay
ment after the year of acquitment.. The older law 
requires, as has been already remarked, that in lend
ing to the poor no interest should be taken; I the new 
law went further: interest is not to be taken from 
any Israelite, but only from strangers (i. e. Phenician 
merchants).' But here also it is added, that no one 
for this reason "is to harden his heart, and cloee his 
hand before his poor brother; thou shalt lend to him 
on a pledge (i. e. on sufficient eecurity), what is requisite 
for his need, and Jehovah will bless thee in all the 
work of thy lrands.'" Thus in Israel money was, in 
fact, ouly lent on pledge. The oId law forbids to take 

I Dent. rri. 19; xuii. 19. • Dent. SY. 

• VoL n p. 220. • Deut. SY. 8; sxili. 20; xxviii. IS. 

• Dent. SY. 7-11. 
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the cloak of the poor in pledge; 1 the new law forbids 
the creditor, who demands his loan, to enter the house 
in order to 'choose a pledge for himself, and lays down 
the rule that the man who lends money is to wait 
outside till the debtoJ; brings a pledge. The mill 
and the mill-stone o(as indispensable to every house
hold), and the garment of the widow, are not to be 
demanded. I 

The new law repeatedly gives command that the 
debtor, who from inability to pay has become the 
slave of his creditor (IL 221), is not to be called upon 
to perform the duties of a slave, but is rather to be 
kept in the house·as a hired servant and a serf. It 
requires that s.ll slaves should participate, not only in 
the rest of the Sabbath, but in the enjoyment of the 

. festivals of harvest and vintage. It repeats the com
mand to liberate Hebrew slaves in the seventh year, 
and adds: "And when thou sendest him away 
free, thou shalt not let him go empty; thou shalt 
furnish him libers.lly out of thy flock, and out of thy 
floor, and out of thy winepress. Remember that 
thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and that 
Jehovah thy God redeemed thee." Runaway slaves, 
who had escaped into another Community, were not to 
be delivered up again to their master, according to the 
new code.8 

The old law gave command: "The hire of the day 
labourer ahs.ll not remain with thee till the morning" 
(II. 225). The new law requires that it shall be paid 
before sunset ~ .. for he is poor, and setteth his heart 
upon it.'" The poor, the widow and the orphan in 
the laud, are not to be oppressed; 'they must be 
supported before the court, and the hand opened 

• Vol. n. p. 220. • Dent. m1'. 6, 10-13, 17. 
• Dent.:m. 12; m 11, 14; xv. 12-18. • Dent. my. 15. 
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towards them. At the harvest there is to be no 
gleaning. The scattered ears are not to be gathered 
any more than the fallen berries in the vineyard. 
"Hast thou forgotten a sheaf in the field, thou shalt 
not return to take it; this sheaf shall be, like the 
gleanings, for the stranger, the widow and the 
orphan." 1 Strictly as the new law maintained the 
exclusiveness of Israel towards the neighbours (p. 221), 
it is equally emphatic in taking the part of the 
individual unprotected stranger who dwells in Israel. 
"Cursed is he who perverts the judgment of the 
stranger."i The law forbids the mocking of afflicted 
persons owing to infirmities of body; the dumb man 
is not to be reviled, nor a stumblingLlock to be placed 
in the way of the blind; the man is accursed who 
causes a blind man to go out of his way.8 A man 
shall not see the ox or sheep of his brother go astray 
without leading it back, or keeping it, if the owner 
is unknown to him; and the same shall be done 
with all lost property.' Only the young ones are 
to be taken from the nest of the bird, and not the 
mother with them. 6 Fruit trees are to be spared even 
in the land of an enemy.' The mouth of the thrash
ing-ox is not to be tied, and even animals must rest 
on the Sabbath.' 

When king Josiall had read this book before the 
assembly of the elders and the people in the house of 
Jehovah (p. 213), he vowed that he "would turn after 
JehovaP, and keep his ordinances and commands, and 
fulfil with all his heart and soul the words of the 
covenant written in the book." "And all the people 
entered into the covenant." The king went vigorously 

1 Dent. xxi ... 19-22-
I Dent. xxvii. 18. Cf. Levit. xix. It. 
I Dent. xxi. 6. 

• Dent. xxvii. 11/. 
• Dent. ss:ii. 1-4. 
• Dent. xx. 19, 20. 
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to work to destroy the altars, statues, and symbols 
of foreign rites which remained in Jerusalem, in the 
neighbourhood, and the whole country, from the time 
of Manasses and a yet earlier date. The image of 
Astarte (p. 209) was removed from the temple, and 
burnt on the brook Kidron; the altars on the roof of 
the king's palace, which Ahaz had made, as well as 
those which Manasses had set up in the court of the 
temple, were torn down; the place for offering burnt
offerings to Moloch in the valley of Ben Hinnom; the 
altars of Milcoin and Camus, which smee Solomon's 
time had existed on the high places near Jerusalem 
(II. 195), Vlere purified, "that no one shQuld any more 
make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire.", 
All the vessels of the worship of Baal and the star· 
gods were removed, and the houses of the male wor
shippers thrown down. When the king proceeded to 
put an end to the ancient worship of Jehovah on the 
heights, he found greater resistance than in the removal
of these foreign rites and their priests. He commanded 
all the priests of the cities of Judah to come to J eru-' 
salem, and purified the high places "from Geba to 
Beersheba," even the places at Bethel which Jeroboam 
II. had set up, against which Amos and Hosea had 
declaimed. 1 The priests who did Dot obey, and con·, 
tinued to sacrifice at the old places of sacrifice, and on
the high places, he caused to be slain as sacrifices at the
altars which they refused to desert. Then the Passover
was celebrated according to the regulations of the law, 
.. as never before imder the kings of Israel and Judah," 
and tradition proudly declares of Josiah "that before 
him there arose no king like unto him, nor after him."· 

• Above, p. SI. 
• 2 Kings :uiii.4-26. 2 Obron. xzxiv.; X%XT. 1_. J ...... Son 

'If Siraeh, ldix. 1. 2. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE NATIONS OP THE NORTH. 

FAR from the centres of power and civilisation in 
Hither Asia, bj!yond the Caucasus and the Black Sea, 
dwelt wandering tribes who, in the accounts of the 

• Greeks, were generally denoted by the common name 
of Scythe. It was known at an early time, among 
the Greeks, that these tribes which dwelt to the 
north of the Thracians lived on their herds, especi
ally on the milk of their mares. Even the Homeric 
poeIl18 make mention of the .. , horse-milkers,' of the 
• Thracians,' who live poorly on milk, the most just of 
men." The name .. Scythians" is first found ill 
Hesiod, who calls them "horse-milking eaters of milk, 
who live on waggons." ..Eschylus says that the hordes 
of wandering Scythians live in desolate plains. on the 
shore of Oceanus, at the farthest, pathless end of the 
earth, on the lake Mmotis (sea of Awf), and to the east 
of it; .. they dwell in woven t"Ilnts, which move on 
wheels, they eat the cheese of mares, and are armed 
with far-shooting how!'" 

The nations of the North come out more plainly in 
the history of Herodotus, who was far better informed 
about the North than many later authorities. "The 
Caspian Sea," he tells us, "is an isolated sea, fifteen 

I II IIiad,·13, 6,8. Btrabo, P. 300, 302. ~ u Prom." n. 1,2,416.. 
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days' journey in length, and eight days' journey in 
breadth, if the oars alone are used." Toward the east 
of this sea are large plains, in which dwell the Sacre, 
and beyond them, on the Jaxartes, the Massagetre; 
"beyond the Massagetre are the Issedones." Beyond 
the Issedones dwell the Arimaspi.1 On the other side, 
to the west of the Caspian Sea, is the Caucasus, the 
largest mountain range on the earth in the height and 
multitude of its mountains. This range is inhabited 
by many nations. Northwards of the Caucasus, and 
to the west as far as the northern point of the Mreotis, 
and to the Tanais (Don), "a great river," which comes 
down from the north out of a large lake in the land of 
the Thyssagetm, and ends in a still larger lake-the 
lake of Mreotis-dwelt the Sauromata (the Sarmatians). 
Their land was one great plain, in which grew neither· 
fruit trees nor forest trees, and it stretched upwards 
along the Tanais for fifteen days' journey. To the north 
of the land of the Sarmatians dwelt the Budini, the 
Thyssagetre, and the Iyrcae. Among the Sarmatians 
the women, like the men, lived on horseback; they 
wore the same clothing as the men, and knew how to 
use the bow and javelin, and went with or without the 
men to hunt or make war,lI and no Sarmatian maiden 
married till she had slain an enemy; for the Sarma.
tians were descendants of the Amazons, who fled from 
the Tbermodon over the Pontus, and there took as 
husbands young men belonging to these Scytbians 
who called themselves Seoloti: with these they after
wards marched to the east of the Tanais. Hence, 
according to Herodotus, we must fix the abode of the 
Sarmatians in the steppes eastward of the lower course 

I Hd I, 201; 4, 13, 27. On the Oontuaioll of the A.rax .. and 
.Tuarteo in Herodotus, aae voL v. 

I Herod. 4, 21, 67, 123. Ct Strabo, p. 4~498. 
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of the Don,' above the Mwer Volga, perhaps as far as 
the Yaik. 

The Scythians. who called themselves Scoloti, as 
Herodotus further tells us, had previously dwelt in 
the east, and afterwards marched to the west, under 
the pressure of the Massagetre. But Aristeas related 
that the Massagetre had not driven out the Scythians, 
but the Arimaspians had driven the Issedones out oC 
their land, and then the Issedones had expelled the 
Scythians. The Scoloti dwelt to the west of the 
land of the Sarmatians, on the western bank of the 
Tanais. Their territory extended along the shore of 
the Mreotis and Pontus, as far as the mouths of the 
later (Danube). This, the largest of all rivers" which 
we know," was said to flow down from the Celts, the 
nation in the extreme west, through the whole oC 
Europe, till it finally reached the land oC the Scy
thians, where it ran into the Pontus by five mouths.! 
The peninsula on the west side oC the J.Ireotis, i. e. the 
Crimea, aleo belonged, so far as it was level, to the 
Scyths; but the Tauri dwelt on the mountains in the 
south-west. The reach from the· mouth oC the Don as 
far as the mouths of the Danube is the length oC the 
land of the Scythians; the breadth Herodotus puts at 
twenty days' journey, i. e. 500 miles, if you go from 
the Pontus into the main-land to the north. 

Accordiog to this the territory oC the Scoloti ex
tended from the sea upwards in the east about as far 
as the bend oC the Don to the south, and on the 
Dnieper aa far as the rapids in this river; i. e. it 
comprised the land of the Cossacks on the west of the 
Don, and the steppe, and further to the west the plains 
of Moldavia, as far as the Carpathian range! Like 

1 Herod. 4, 47-1iO. 
• N61lID&JlD, .. Die IIallenen im ScytheDIaode. " L 202, 216. 
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the land of the Samiatians, the land of the Scoloti was 
one vast plain, without trees, with the exception of a 
strip of forest which extended from the sea. on the left 
bank of the Borysthenes (Dnieper) from three to four 
days' journey up the river, but rich in grass, as it was 
.watered. by large rivers! To the west of the Tanais 
the first river was the Borysthenes, the largest of the 
Scythian rivers, flowing down through the land; and 
the soil by the river was so good, that when sown it 
produced the best com, and where it was not sown 
there stood ta.ll grass. Further to the west the 
Hypanis (Bug) flowed out of a lake, round which 
pastured white horses, through Scythia to the Pontus; 
this river had a course of only nine days' journey (225 
miles), while the Borysthenes was navigable for four
teen days' journey from the mouth.' Still further to 
the west was the Tyras (Dniester), which also flowed 
out of a lake; by these lakes are doubtless meant the 
marshes in the upper course of the Bug and Dniester. 

To the north, beyond theScoloti, twenty days' journey, 
according to Herodotus, from the land of the Tauri, on 
the west bank of the Tanais, dwelt the Melanchlmni
so ca.lled from the black garments which they wore; 
they had Scythian manners, but were not a tribe of the 
SCythiaDS. To the west of these lived migratory 
tribes, without law or justice, of far ruder manners 
thaD the Scoloti; they were the only tribes which ate 
human flesh, and were in consequence ca.lled Andro
phagi. And further yet to the west beside the Andro
phagi dwelt the Neuri, northwards ()f the lake from 
which the Tyras (Dniester) springs, a nation of 
Scythian manners. Like the Scoloti, the Nenri were 
the eastern neighbours ·of the Agathyrsi, through 
whose land the Maris (the Theiss with the Marosh) 

I Herod. i, '7. N8IDIIlUID, lot:. ca ... 80. I Herod. 4, 63. 
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flowed down into the Danube.1 But who dwelt 
beyond the Neuri, the Androphagi, and the Melancb
!ami, and further to the east beyond the Argipreans, 
who dwelt to the north of the Iyreae, at the foot of 
lofty mountains (up to these tbe land was level), and 
wore Scythian clothing, and lived on the fruits of treea,' 
and of the Issedones, in the north-of this, Herodotus 
assures us, no one knew anything more than: II tbe 
accounts given by the Issedones, the Argipreans. and 
the Scythians." The Issedones related that beyond 
them dwelt the Arimaspi, one-eyed men, who took 
the gold from the griffins which were again further 
to the north. Aristeas of Proconnesus (550 B.C.), 
who professed'to have been among the Issedones, 
had celebrated the .Arima8pi in verse. He said that 
"beyond the nation of the Issedones, rejoicing in long 
hair, towards the north, dwelt the Arimaspi, rich in 
horses, sheep, and oxen, the mightiest men of all, but 
each in his full face had but one eye surrounded with 
thick hair.'" ..Eschylns calls the Arismaspi, II one-eyed 
riders of horses by the gold-flowing stream;" beside 
them are the griffins. "the sharp-mouthed, mute hounds 
of Zeus." "Oceanus," the god of the water surrouud
ing the eartb, ..Eschylus represents as passing through 
the air of the north, on a griffin, "the four-legged 
Lird."· 

According to Herodotus, the Sarmatians and the 
Sealoti spoke the same language, but the Sannatians 
spoke it badly, Beyond this remark and the state
ments about the masculine life of the Sannatian women, 
he gives UB no further information about this people. 

1 Herool. f, 18. 100, 106, 107. 125. 
I Tzetzee, u Ch.iL" 7, 144, 163. 
• .. Prom." 28.>. soa Yet 1EochylDa -woon to place the Arimupi 

in the North-....., aa4 Doli in the North......a;. 
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But he speaks at greater length about the Sooloti. The 
D&ture of the steppes which they possessed did not 
allow them to lead a more settled liCe than the Sanna
tiaDa. It is true that in the spring the herbage grows 
l1lI11riantly on these steppes, but it is 800n pa.rebed 
by the glow of 1!II1IllIlel'. aml after a BCaIlty second 
growth in the autumn it succumbs to the BUOW storms 
of the long winter. Thus the Sooloti were induced to 
lead a wandering pastoral liCe. Yet they had passed 
beyond the stage of a purely noJDlldie life, at least 
after the yeM 700 ac. If. aecording to the legend of 
the Sooloti, a golden plou",ah fell down from heaven for 
their forefathers, the story proves not only the know
ledge of agriculture, but the hi.:,ah ViIlue placed upon it. 
The lUlCOunt of Herodotus, 88 well 88 later statemenlB 
of the Greeks, show us that the Sooloti cultivated the 
land in the depressious at the mouths of their rivers 
sheltered by stripe of forest from the north wind, on 
the lower ClOUlIIe and at the mouths of the Borystbenes 
(Dnieper), the Hypanis (Bug), and the Tpas (Dniester). 
Here they BOwed COI'Il, millet, and hemp. At that 
time the plains of the Crimea also were reckoned 88 

part of the corn land of Scythia; they must there
fore have been pro~ by foresfB a"aainst the 
storms of the north.1 The property of the Sooloti, 
with the exception of the tillers of the BOil in these 
districtB, oousisted in herds of homes and cattle, and 
Hocks of sheep, from the wool of which they prepared 
felt coverings; their food was cooked flesh." Of wood 
there was such a acan:ity that they could ouly use 
brush-wood for cooking; and if this was Dot to be had, 
they took the bones of animals for fuel. The men 
were mostly on horaeba.ck; the women and children 
lived in waggous yoked with oxen;" the' waggon, 

I SInbo, po IlL " lIsud. .. 2, 81, 63. • lIJIl'OIJ. .. 114, l2I. 
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provided with po cover of felt, was at the same time 
tent and house.1 The clothing of the Scoloti consisted 
of skins; beside the upper garment of leather they 
had wide breeches of the same material These gar
ments, 80 astonishing to the Greeks, they wore, as 
Herodotus says, "on account of the cold," and in 
addition a girdle round the body, which they drew 
tight when they had had nothing to eat for a long 
time. The horse was the most important animal for 
the Scoloti; they lived in part on horse-flesh; they 
were fond of mare's milk, and the preparation of acidu
lated mare's milk (koumyss) was known to them." 

The nation was made up of a number of tribes. 
According to Herodotus, the land was divided into 
cantons, each of which had its own chief, and a place 
where he pronounced justice; in each canton, besides 
the residence of the chief, was a place sacred to the 
god of war, from which it follows that at the time 
presupposed in the description of Herodotus the tribes 
of the Scoloti no longer marched at will t1!rough the 
whole district. This original state was not merely' 
abandoned owing to the settlements in the agricul
tural districts; even the habit of wandering up and 
down, the search fOr pasture and for water, and hunt
ing, were limited among the mIgratory tribes to a par
ticular district, within which the tribe changed its 
encampment according to the change of the BeaSOns, 
and the productiveness of the hunting and pasturage. 
Moreover, the nomadic habit was also 80 far aban
doned that the head of the tribe had a definite place 
of abode in the canton, and there was a sacred place 
-in each canton. The rulers of the cantons in Hero-

I Herod. .. 76. ffippocr." De Ame, H P. 92, ed. CoraJ. Strabo, 
-p.307. 
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dotus were undoubtedly the princes of the tribes; the 
chiefs of the oldest family, or of the family which once 
ruled the tribe. E'l9n among the tribes themselves 
there was an order of precedence, which the legend of 
the Scoloti does not carry back to difference of age but 
to the favour of heaven. The tribe which held the 
foremost place among the Scoloti was, according to 
Herodotus, the tribe called the .. Royal Scythians." 
This tribe fumished the chief of the whole nation, or 
.rather the chief of this tribe was also the ruler of all the 
other tribes-the king of all the princes of the tribes. 
Here also, in this subordination of the chieftains and 
tribes under one liege lord-in this one ruler of the 
whole nation-we see plainly that the Scaloti had left 
far behind the stage of purely nomadic life. We can 
establish it as a fact that this monarchy was in exist. 
ence among the 'Scaloti in the first half of the seventh 
century B.c., and apparently it existed far earlier. The 
.. Royal Scythians," i. e. the tribe to which the royal 
house belonged, dwelt, according to the statement of 
Herodotus, on the Borysthenes, in the district of 
Gerrhus, fourteen days' journey from the mouth of this 
river. Hence the pastures of the royal horde must be 
BOught on the rapids of the Dnieper. 

·Before all gods, the Scaloti worshipped the sky. 
god, Papreus, and Hestia,' i. e. the genius of the 
hearth, whom they called Tabiti. "the queen of the 
Scoloti," as Herodotus says; and beside these two, the 
god of light, <Etoeyrus, and the earth-goddess, the 
spouse of the sky-god, who was called Apia..1 The 
Seoloti had no images or altars. Only the war-god; 
to whom they offered more saeriJiees than to all the rest 

I Herod. .. 127. Herodotus represents ldanthyrsus 88 "'ying, .. As 
lilY kmIa I acknowlodt!e only Zeus (the aky-god), my forefather, &lUI. 
Hestia, the qllOOD of the Soythiaus. • 
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of the gods, had a sanctuary at the place of assembly 
for each canton. ThiB was a great heap of bundles of 
brushwood, three stades in length and breadth, and 
Hat on the top (each year 150 waggon-Ioads of brush
wood were added), in which an iron sword - the 
symbol of the god - stood erect. To these swords 
sacrifices were offered yearly, chiefly of horses, though 
other animals were used. When the. Scythians sacrificed 
their prisoners' to the war-god (p. 239), they poured 
wine on their heads, and slew them at the base of the 
heap of brushwood, so that the blood ran into a skin, 
and the blood was then poured upon the erect sword. 
After this the right arm WIIIJ hewn from the corpse of 
the victim and thrown into the air; it was allowed to 
remain where it fell.' 

The Sooloti derived the origin of their nation from 
the gods-from Papoous, the god of the sky. This god 
begot Targitrens with the daughter of the river Borys
thenes. Targitreus had three sons, Lipoxais, Arpoxais, 
and Colaxais. In their days a golden cup, a golden 
battle-axe, a golden yoke, and a golden plough fell 
down from heaven. When Lipoxais attempted to take 
the gold it burned; and in the same manner it escaped 
Arpoxais. But the youngest brother was able to take 
it. So he became king, and from him arose the royal 
tribe; from the two others sprang the other tribes.' 
These gifts of heaven were earefully guarded by the 
kings, and each year the Scoloti assembled to offer 

I Herod. 4, 69. I • 

• Herod. 4, 6. The series of 8cytbian Jcingo .. hich ..... be eoJlooted 
from Harodotns is: Protothyas, about 600 B.a.; ){adyras, .bout 
630 B.a.; Saulil1ll, about 660 B,a.; ldantbynuo, &boat _ B.a. 
Herod. I, 103; 4, 76. Beoide this ..........,;,m of kiDgB - rMJ plAce 
the pedigree of Auachanis, .. ho ..",., to HeIIu .bout _ B.a., and 
Dl1ISt, therefore, have been hom .bout 610 aa. His lather, Gnunu, 
....... therefore, hom at the 1ataIt in 630 B.c.; bill gnmdIather. Lr ..... 
in 6iiO La.; and his ~. Spugapaithea, in 670 aa. 
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sacrifices to them. The supreme power was hereditary 
in the family of Colaxais, who was nearest to the sky
god. The son succeeded to the father; but the people, 
if discontented with the king, chose another member 
of the same family.' The kings led the army in war, 
divided the booty, and were the supreme judges in 
peaee.' H a king pronounced sentence of death, not 
only was the guilty man put to death, but all his 
family with him." But if a Scolote was ~ndemued to 
death on the accusation of another Scolote, the king 
handed over the condemned person to the complainant, 
who put him to death. The kings had several wives, 
and chose whom they would out of the free Scoloti to 
be their servanlB. They had cooks, butlers, OVerseeN 

of their homes, ~essengers, and a body-guard.· H 
the king was sick, the Scoloti believed that some one 
among the people had sworn falsely by.the spirit of 
the hearth of the king. which was their moat sacred 
oath, and that this was the cause of the kings sick
ness! The king then caused the three moat famous 
soothsayers to come to him. of whom there were many 
among the Scoloti. They divined by separating bun
dles of withes, or by unrolling and rolling up strips of 
linden bark. Then the three soothsayers named to 
the king the iuan who had taken the false oath. H 
six other soothsayers were of the 88me opinion, the 
Scolote mentioned by the firat was beheaded. H the 
six were of a different opinion, fresh soothsayers were 
examined; and ~ in the end, the majority declared 
aga.inat the opinion of the three firat, these were bound 
and placed on a waggon filled with brushwood and 
yoked with oxen; the brushwood was set on fire, and 
the oxen driven out into the open country. 

I He.ocL t. 78, 80. I lIarod. 4, 69, 120. I lIarod. 4, 69. 
• lIarod. to 71, 78. • lIarod. 4, 68. 
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If the king died, his body was embalmed, and carried 
round through all the hordes. At all the places to which 
the body came, the Scoloti shaved off their hair in sign 
of mourning, and cut out a piece from the ear. They 
also wounded themselves in the brow and the nose, 
and pushed an arrow through the left hand. Then, 
in the land of Gerrhus, the district of the royal tribe 
on the Borysthencs, a great square sepulchre was 
excavated, ana the dead king placed in the bottom of 
it, on a bed of brushwood. Lances were thrust into 
the ground close at hand, and wicker-work placed upon -
them. One of the wives of the king, his master of the 
horse, his butler, eook, body-servant, and herald were 
strangled, and their corpses placed in the grave beside 
the eorpse of the king. The horses of the king also 
were killed, and thrown with other equipments into 
the grave. Then the grave was filled up, and a tumu
Ius ra,ised above it to as great a height as possible. 
But after a year's interval fifty young servants were 
selected from the retinue of the dead, and fifty horses 
of the king. These were killed in order to serve as 
guardians round the tomb of the king. When the 
soft parts had been removed from the bodies of the 
horses, and replaced by chaff, the carca.ses were set 
upright by means of poles driven into the earth. In 
the same way the dead youths were fixed upon the 
horses by poles thrust through the spine.l 

With the Scoloti war was the most honourable 
occupation; those who pursued a handicraft were not 
held in such respect as the rest;" the wealthier men 
had numerous slaves to look after their 1Iocks, and do 
the work in their tents. The Scoloti nsually fought as 
lJowmen on horseback. Their bows were of peculiar 

i Herod." 71, 72. " Herod. 2, 167. 
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form and curvature; 1 the copper poinlB of their arrows 
are said to have been poisoned;' beside the bow they 
carried a battle-a.xe, sabre, dagger, and lance, with a 
whip.· Their corslets and shields are said to have 
been made of elk's skin. "No man escapes them," 
Herodotus says; "and no man can overtake them. 
and bring them to hand-conflict, if they do not wish 
to be overtaken, and their rivers help them." When 
a Scolote slays an enemy for the first time, he drinks 
of his blood;' he who has slain no enemy receives no 
wine at the banquet which the chief of the canton gives 
once in each year, but must sit neglected in a comer; 
he who has slain many enemies, drinks o,ut of two 
goblets at once.' The Scolori take the scalps from 
their slain enemies and hang them on the bridles of the 
horses, and he who has most of these scalps passes for 
the bravest. Some take the skins from the dead, and 
make of them covers for their quivers. Anyone who 
would have a share in the booty must bring to the 
king the heads of the enemies he has slain.· They 
sacrifice every hundredth man among the prisoners, 
and keep the rest as slaves. If a Scolote has a quarrel 
with another, and receives him from the king to put 
to death, he preserves his skull, even though he may 
be a near relation. The poorer people cover these 
skulls with ox-hide; the wealthier have them gilded, 
and use them as drinking-vessels: if a stranger comes 
among them, they exhibit these skulls, and boast of 
them.' 

According to this description the Scoloti were a,. 

people, who, by the pursuit of agriculture at the 
mouths of their rivers, by some handicraft, by dividing 

I at Ourtius, 10, 1. 
I Herod. 4, 3. 70. 
• Herod. 4, 86. 

• Allian. II Nat. Anim." 2, 16; 9, 16: 
• Herod. 4, 64. 

• Herod. 4, 64. J HOJOd. 4, 66. 
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the land into cantons, by fixing sacred places in the 
cantons, and by a monarchy governing all the tribes, 
had advanced beyond the nomadic stage. Hardened 
by life in the steppes, accustomed to bear hard
ships, and content with little, the Scoloti are excel
lent riders, and soldiers of great endurance. The 
picture which Herodotus has given of their manners 
displays a certain carelessness, kindliness, and socia
bility, but these qualities are accompanied by traits 
of horrid barbarism, cruelty, and blood-thirstiness. 
They can endure hunger and thirst; they take plea
sure in banquets and drinking. The head of the tribe 
assembles his tribe each year for a feast, at which 
the brave men drink out of two goblets at once. The 
nearest relatives place the body of the dead on a waggOD, 
and carry it round among their frienas, each of whom 
provides a banquet, at which· food is placed for the 
dead as well as for the living.' When forty days 
have been spent in this manner, the dead person is 
buried.' When the Hellenes introduced wine among 
the Scyths-the introduction perhaps took place after 
the beginning of the seventh century-men and 
women drank immoderately of it beside their mare's 
milk, and became violently intoxicated.· They also 
lived in great uncleanliness. The w8!lt of water in 
their steppes made cleanliness difficult, but that ·was 
no reason for never washing themselves at all, which 
Herodotus tells us was the habit of the Scoloti. Only 
the wealthier sort among the Scoloti had more than 
one wife j the women were without rights, and belonged 
to their husbands in just the same way as any head of 
their cattle: this right of property in the wife even 
descended to the SODS, who had an hereditary claim and 

I Herod. ., 73. 
• Herod. 6, Mj Hippocr., "De Horb.," 4, 13. "De Leg." p. 637. 
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right t~ their mothers. The execution of the family 
along with the guilty persop.; the blinding of slaves, 
which certainly cannot have been so widely spread as 
Herodotus maintains; the use of scalps for ornaments ; 
and the custom of drinking out of the skulls of slain 
enemies, are barbarous practices. The self-mutilation 
at the dcath of a king, the. strangling of the servants 
of a dead ruler, and of one of his wives, that they 
may accompany him into the grave, the setting up 
of horses and men slain for the purpose as a body
guard round the graves of the kings, are indeed a 
proof of veneration and honour towards the chief of 
the nation, but the form which this veneration takes 
is sava.,ooe and cruel 

According to the statement of Herodotus, it was after 
the middle of the seventh century B.c. that the Scoloti 
first came from the East and reached the northern shore 
of the Black Sea. This is contradicted by the acquaint
ance which the Homeric poems show with the milkers 
of horses beyond the Thracians; by the narrative of 
Herodotus himself, according to which the Amazons, 
conquered in old days by Heracles on the Thermodon, 
fled to the shore of the MlIlOtis, and found the Scoloti 
there, and became the mothers of the Sarmatians by the 
young men of that tribe ; 1 and lastly, by the legend of 
the Scoloti themselves, according to which they were 
derived from the daughter of the river Borysthenes. 
According to this they regarded themselves in any case 
as a tribe settled from all antiquity on the Borysthenes. 
and with this the statement of Herodotus agrees when 
he tells us, that the Scoloti maintained that 1000 years 
lIad elapsed since the time of their progenitor, the son 
of the sky-god, and the daughter of the Borysthenes, 
down to the time of King Darius.' Herodotus represents 

I Horod. 4, 110. Diad. 2, 46. 
VUL. IlL 

I Hezod. 4, 6. 
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the Scoloti as driven to the west by the Maasage tre, 
who dwelt in the east, a tribe which we shall have to 
seek on the Jaxartes. In this way the Scoloti come 
into the land of the Cimmerians, who inhabit the north 
shore of the Black Sea, and the Cimmerians fly before 
them to Asia Minor. It was shown above that the 
Cimmerians appeared at the mouths of the HaIys 
about the year 750 B.O., and that soon after the year 
100 B.C. they traversed Phrygia, and in the first 
decade of the seventh century came into collision with 
the Assyrians and the .Lydians (I. 546 fr.). If we can
not contest the fact with Herodotus, that the Scoloti 
formerly came from the .east into the steppes above 
the Black Sea, his narrative of their actual irruption 
into the land of the Cimmerians is self-contradictory. 
When the Scoloti came from the east, the Cimmerians 
debated on the Tyras, i. e. on the Dniester, whether 
they should resist or give way; they determined to give 
way, and fl!Jd from this land-not westward to the 
Danuhe, but eastward along the shore of the Black. 
Sea to Asia. IT they wished, when assembled on the 
Dniester, to retire before the enemy coming from the 
east, they must go to the west: Herodotns represents 
them as going from the Dniester to the east directly 
in the teeth of the advancing enemy in order to reach 
Asia Minor round the north and east shores of the 
Black Sea. From this contradiction we may gather 
that the Scoloti dwelt for a long time in the steppe to 
the north of the land of the Cimmerians-i. e. to the 
north of the shore of the Pontus; that they pressed 
toward the sea, from a desire to possess themselves of 
the fruitful region to the south of the forest-tract at the 
mouths of the Dniester, Bug and Dnieper; and finally 
overcame the Cimmerians, the ancient population o~ 
the ~ an~.Compelled the~ to seek other dwelling-
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places. Only the mountainous district of the Crimea 
was maintained by the Tauri (p. 230), a tribe of the 
Cimmerians,"":'and hence the whole peninsula retains 
the name Crimea after this nation-while the Scoloti 
acquired the better land on the coast, about the middle 
of the eighth century, and became an agricultural 
people, soon after this time, at the mouths of the rivers 
and on the plains of the Crimea. The exiled Cimme
rians won new abodes on the south shore of the Black 
Sea, at the mouth of the Halys, and from this point, in 
repeated predatory campaigns extending through a 
century, they laid waste Asia Minor as far as tbe west 
coast-{ what the legends of the Greeks and Herodotus 
tell us of the manners of the Tauri represent to us 
the Cimmerians as crafty barbarians) - until they 
finally succumbed to the arms of the Lydians, and 
amalgamated with the native tribes of the region into 
the nation of the Cappadocians (L 549). 

Of what origin, of what tribe were the Sarmatians, 
the Scolot;i. and the people living above them to the 
north, the N eurl, the Androphagi, and Melanchlami 1 
ACcording to Aristeas, it was the "one-eyed A.ri.mas
pians," who had given the impulse to the movement of 
the northeI'J1. tribes to the west. Herodotus maintains 
that the name Arimaspians means .. the one-eyed" in 
the language of the Scoloti1 The explanation is false. 
The word certainly belongs to the western branch of 
the Aryan Ian.,auage, i. e. to the family of language 
prevailing on the table-land of Iran and the regions 
bordering on it; it means those who have obedient 
horses (ai'Y/Jma~a). If this was the name by which 
the Arinlaspi called themselves, they were a nation 
.of the Aryan race j if it was the name by which the 
Sarmatians and 8ooloti named the nation to the east 

I Herod. 4, 27. 
all 
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of them, the Sarmatians,and Scoloti must have spoken 
an Aryan language. Herodotus further maintains 
that the Scoloti called the Amazons Oiorpata, and that 
this name meant" slayers of men." 1 This explanation 
also is false. In Old Arian (Old Bactrian) Oiorpata 
would appear as JTa!/apati; JTa!/apati does not mean 
the slayers, but it does mean the lords, of men. I It was 
the masculine employment of the Sarmatian women
their riding, their participation in hunting and warfare, 
which gained for the women of the Sarmatians the name 
of " lords of men" among their neighbours, the Scoloti, 
with whom women were in a very subordinate position. 
I t was ind~ this position and these habits of the Bar
matian women which caused the Greeks to unite the 
Sarmatians and the Amazons, and make the latter the 
mothers of the Sarmatian race. Thus, for the Greeks, 
the Amazons who disappeared on the Thermodon could 
arise to a new life on the steppes of the Don (I. 55711'.). 

The names of the progenitors of the Scoloti, of 
the three SODS of Targitreus; Lipoxais, Arpoxais, and 
Colaxais (p. 236), appear to contain in the second part 
of the words the old Arian word ,""a!/a, i. e. prinee. 
'The two older brothers strive in vain to win the shining 
gifts which fell from heaven-the golden goblet, the 
golden battle-axe, the golden yoke, and the golden 
plough: it is only the youngest who can take them. 
In the Avesta the splendour of majesty recedes three 
times before Yima; the first time Mithra seizes it, then 
Thrretaona, then Ke~: the kings of the Avesta 
sacrifice in order that "the mighty royal majesty 
may unite with them." The Toraoian Frang~ I 

grasps three times in vain " after the splendour of the 
majesty of the Arian lands."' According to the state-

I Herod.. 4, 110. 
I Yiilleohoff, "1lonat8bar. B.A.." 1866, L 666 If, 676. 
I Zamyad Yascht. 66£ 
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ment of Herodotus the royal.tribe of the 8ooloti, i. e. 
the tribe from which Cllaxais is sprung, to which the 
royal house belonged, was called "Paralatai. " In old 
Aryan this name might mean "the advanced" (para
dNda) or .. the leaders" (pararata). Nor do the names 
of the gods of the Scoloti contradict the derivation from 
an Aryan stock. Ta.biti, the name of the goddess of the 
hearth, means in Aryan "the burning," "the illuminat
ing," just as the name of the deity <Etosyrus (perhaps 
r1iIa-f.ra, i. e • .. strong with the bow'') reappears in the 
Persian name.Artasyrus.l But if the language of the 
8ooloti was Aryan, and they were therefore of an Aryan 
stock, the Sarmatians must have been of the same stock, 
for the SarmatianB and the Scoloti spoke, as Herodotus 
told us (p. 232), the same language. And if Herodotus 
adds that the Sarmatians spoke the language of the 
8ooloti badly, and their aucestresBeB, the Amazons,. 
learnt it badly from their husbands, this meaus no more 
than that they spoke a different dialect of the Bame lan
guage. DiodorUB calls the Sarmatians a branch of the 
Medes planted on the Tanais; to Pliny the SarmatianB 
are descendanm of the Medea. These statements show 
a close relationship between the Sarmatians and an 
Aryan nation.1 The names and words also, exclusive 
of those examined, which have been handed down to us 
as 8oolotian and Sarmatian, can mostly be traced back 
to Aryan room. The names of the rivers Tanais and 
Borysthenes (t1OIITItf14l1t1) would mean, in old Aryan, 
the" outstretched, D and " having a broad strand." The 
names Spargapeithes, Ariapeithes, Ariarathes, in use 
among the 8ooloti, recur in a similar form in Persia. 
What Herodotus tells us of the rites of the Scoloti, 
the worship of the hearth-fire as the .. queen of the 

I KiIIlaohotr, loc. oiL .. 688. 
• Diod. I, 43; PIiD. "Ifist. NaL' 6, 19. 
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Scythians," corresponds to the worship of the hearth 
among the Aryans in Iran, as well as on the Indus. 
At the same time the different name, the female form 
of the latter, the names of the other deities in Hero
dotus, the barbarous worship of the war-god (p. 236), 
show that the Scoloti must. have separated themselves 
from the community of the Aryans before the eastern 
branch were in possession of the Punjab, and the middle 
lJranch in possession of Iran, and there arrived at the 
religious conceptions expressed in the hymns of the 
Rigveda, and in the creed of Iran, as it existed before 
Zarathrustra. As it wlU! the Scoloti who gave names 
from their language to the rivers which flowed through 
their steppes, they must have pastured their flocks on 
them from an early period. Not less than these names, 
and the legend of the Scoloti about the antiquity of 
their nation and its origin from the Borysthenes, 
does the comparison of the Iranian languages support 
t\le . conclusion that the Sarmatiaus and the Scoloti 
must have broken off from the tribes of Iran at a very 
early period, 1 and the Scoloti, who are situated further 
to the west on this side of the Don, earlier than 
the Sarmatians. If, therefore, we must recognise in 
the Scolotians and Sarmatians people of Aryan stock 
and character, their neighbours in the north, the 
Neuri, the Androphagi, and the Melanclilieni, must 
count as the fathers of the Sclaves.' 

• :HtilleDhoft, loc. cil • .. 667. 



CHAPTER XIL 
THE FALL OF ASSYRIA. 

FaOM modest beginnings, with a land of moderate 
extent, Assyria, after passing through a training of 
severe warfare against the immediate neighbours, 
slowly raised herself by unwearied efforts, and ex
tended wider and wider the circle of her dominion. 
The end of the twelfth century, the course and close 
of the ninth century, denote the epochs and the halts 
in this advance, which are followed in turn by periods 
of decline. With the middle of the eighth century, 
with the accession of Tiglath Pilesar II., Assyria, by the 
subjugation of Babylonia and complete overthrow of 
Syria, and by reducing Media to a regular payment of 
tribute, passed beyond any height previously attained. 
Sargon, Esarhaddon, and ABsurbanipal raised Assyria 
yet higher. She i:uled over the land of the Euphrates 
as far as the mouth of the river; the east of Asia 
Minor and Cyprus bring tribute; Lydia seeks her 
support; the pride of Babylon is at last broken; 
Egypt is conquered and maintained by repeated con
quests; Thebes has been pillaged, Susa destroyed, 
and Elam annihilated. 

Hardly fifty years after the full tide of these sue
cesses-forty years after the overthrow of the strong 
opponent on the lower Tigris, the ancient Elam-
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Nineveh had fallen. No slow decline, no gradual 
extinction after a long period of ripening, during which 
she grew up to the wide extent of her dominion, was 
the fortune of Assyria :-this iron city of war and 
conquest, of cruel desolation and bloody punishments, 
collapsed suddenly. It seems as if the ceaseless efforts 
of the last century had overstrained and exhaus~d the 
power of the State; at any rate, the most thorough 
establishment of this power in the first half of the reign 
of Assurbanipal-perhaps the most energetic, and cer
tainly the most fierce and bloody, ruler of Assyria
was quickly followed by its relaxation and fall. 

The monuments of Assyria naturally give us no 
information on the fall of the kingdom; and it is not 
easy to ascertain the true facts from the Western writers 
who narrate the extinction of Assyria. The account 
which Ctesias and Nicolaus of Damascus have preserved 
of the matter is as follows: Sardanapalus was the thirty
sixth ruler of Assyria after Ninus. He neither carried 
weapons like his forefathers, nor went to the chase, 
but he surpassed all his predecessors in luxury and 
effeminacy. He was never seen outside the palace. 
He passed his life with the women, shaved his beard, 
smoothed his skin by rubbing it with pumice-stone, 
so that it became whiter than milk, painted hiJIUIClf 
with white lead, coloured his eyes and eycbrowB, put 
on female apparel. and vied with his concubines in 
adornment, in dressing his hair, and all the arts of 
courtezans, and lived as effeminately 88 a woman. 
He sat among the women, with his legs stretched out 
before him, wove purple wool with them. imitated the 
voice of a woman, delighted himself continually with 
the food and drink most adapted to excite sensual 
desire, and pursued without shame the pleasures of 
either seL 
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. At the gate of the palace were the satraps of the 
nations, who led out the forces prescribed for each 
year (II. 13); among these was Arbaees, the satrap of 
Media, a man of prudent conduct, experienced in 
affairs, a good hunter and warrior, who had already 
performed valiant acts, and aimed at something higher 
still When he heard of the life and inauners of the 
king, he was of opinion that Sardanapalus was only 
ruler over Assyria for lack of a braver man. He was 
acquainted with Belesys, the viceroy of Babylon, who 
waited with him at the door of the king. Belesys 
was of the tribe of the Chaldreans, who were the 
priests, and enjoyed the greatest respect; the Baby
lonians were also the most skilful astronomers, and 
distinguished by experience in matters divine, in the 
art of the seer, and the interpretation of dreams and 

. wonders. To this man Arbaces imparted his thoughts. 
Once they conversed in the neighbourhood of the 
palace, near a manger out of which two horses ate, 
and, as it was noon, they rested there. Then Belesys V 
saw in a dream that one of the two horses let chaff 
fall out of his mouth on Arbaces, who also was asleep; 
and the other horse inquired why he had done this. 
The first horse replied : "·Because he will rule over all 
those over whom Sardanapalus rules now." Then 
Belesys roused Arbaces, and invited him to a walk on 
the bank of the Tigris. Here he said to him: "What 
would you give me, Arbaees, for the good news, if I 
told you that Sardanapalus had made you viceroy over 
Cillcia ! " " Why do you mock me!" Arbaees replied; 
" how is he likely to nominate me, and pass over many 
better men t " " Still, if such a thing should happen 
-I know very well what· I am saying," replied the 
other. co Then," said Arbaees, "it would not be the 
lesser part of· this sovereignty that would fall to you." 
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"But if," continued the other, "Sardanapalu8 made 
you satrap of all Babylonia, what would you give me 
then' " "Cease to annoy me," answered Arbaces j 
"I am a Mede, and not to be scorned by a Baby
lonian." .. By the great Belus," answered Belesys, .. I 
do not say this in mockery, but instructed by signs." 
Then .Arbaces "replied: "If I were satrap of Baby
lonia, I would make you under-governor of the whole 
satrapy." Belesys continued: "But if you were made 
king of the whole empire which Sardanapalus now 
possesses, what would you do'" "Wretch I" said 
Arbaces j "if Sardanapalus were to hear this, you and 
I would perish miserably j how comes it into your 
mind to talk such nonsense?" But Belesys seized his 
hand, and said: "By this right hand, which is dear to 
me, and the great Belue, I am not speaking in jest, 
but because I know accurately the things divine." 
Then Arbaces replied: "I would give you Babylonia 
to rule over, as long as you live, without tribute." 
And when Belesys required him to join hands ovcr 
the promise, he gladly gave him his right haud j 

whereupon BeJesys answered: "Be 8I!SUl"ed, you shall 
certainly be king." When they had concluded this, 
they went back to the gate of the king to perform 
their ordinary service. When subsequently Arbaces 
became acquainted with Sparameizes, one of the most 
trnated eunuchs of the king, he besonght him to allow 
him to see the king-he desired eagerly to approach 
his master to see how he lived. When the eunuch 
replied that this was impossible, and never permitted, 
Arbaces at first desisted; but after a few days he 
repeated his request more urgently, and added that he 
would requite the favour with much gold and silver. 
The eunuch, who was of an easy disposition. Wa.l 

overcome, and promised to think of the mattcr at a 
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<;pnvenient Opportunity. Arba.cespresented him with 
a golden goblet. Sparameizes conversed with the king, 
and the latter permitted the request. Then Arbaces 
saw Sa.rdanapalus sitting among the women, spinning 
purple wool with the~, and putting white upon his 
eyes.1 Arbaces now knew accurately what the king 
was, and was more inclined than before to realise the 
prosvect which the Chaldrean had opened to him. 
He entered into a lea.:.aue with the captains of the 
other nations, and by entertainments and persuasions 
won the friendship of each. At length he agreed 
with Belesys that he should himself excite the Medes 
and Persians to rebellion, while Belesys prepared the 
Babylonians for a similar attempt, and persuaded the 
chiefs of the Arabs, with whom he was on friendly 
terms, to take part in the undertaking, When the 
year of service was over, and the new troops came in. 
the troops which had finished service returned as usual 
to their countries. On this occasion, Arbaces suc
ceeded in persuading the 1I1edes to rebel against the 
king, and in gaining the Persia~ for the same object, 
on condition that they should remain free for the 
future. In the same way BelesYs induced the Baby
lonians to rise for their freedom, and by ambassadors 
prepared the chiefs of the Arabians to join in the 
undert8.king. When the year was past they collected 
the multitude of their warriors together, and marched 
with their whole force to Nineveh, in order, 88 they 
gave out, to set themselves free, but in reality to 
destroy the empire of the Assyrians. From the four 
nations mentioned, about 400,000 men were in all 
collected, and when these were united, the leaders 
consulted what was to be done. When Sardanapalus 
received the intelligence of their defection, he led the 

• N-'ool. Dam. Fmg. 9, od. MilIJsr. Atlumae1lll, P. 629. Diod. 2, 24. 
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forces of the remaining nations against them. A 
battle took place in the plain: the rebels were defeated; 
they lost many men, and were pursued lIS far lIS the 
mountains, whieh lie at a distance of 70 stades from 
Nineveh; and when they came down a second time 
into the plain to battle, Sardanapalus drew out his 
army against them, and Bent heralds to proclaim 
that he would give 200 talents of gold to the man 
who slew Arbaces the Mede; the man who brought 
him alive should receive double this sum, and in 
addition the satrapy of Media. The same promise 
was made to anyone who should slay Beleeys, or bring 
him alive. These messages remained withont effect; 
Sardanapalus attacked, again slew a nnmber of the 
rebels, and pursued the remainder lIS far lIS the camp 
on the mountains. The rebels, disheartened by two 
defeats. I188embled round Arbacee for consultation; 
the majority were of opinion that every one should 
return to his own land, occupy fortified placee. and 
provide everything neceeeary for war: but Beleeys 
said, that the signs of the gods announced that they 
would attain their object by toil and disaster, and 
thus persuaded them all to persist in the dangerous 
undertaking. In this way it came to a third battle, 
in which Sardanapalus WIIS again victorious, took the 
camp of the enemy, and pursued them to the bor
ders of Babylonia. Arbaces fought with the utmost 
bravery, and slew many of the Assyrians, but WIIS 

wounded. After 80 many loeees and these repeated 
defeats, the rebels abandoned all hope, and set them
selves to withdraw to their several homes. Beleeys, who 
had kept watch in that night, and observed the stars, 
told the dejee,ted host that if they would only persist 
for five days, help would come to them spontaneously, 
and a great change for the 1Jetter take place. He was 
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assured, from his knowledge of the stars, that the gods 
announced this to them. Let them only remain .for 
so many days, and thus put to the proof the mvour of 
the gods"and his own skill All were called back to 
wait for the appointed time, when it was suddenly 
announced that a large force, sent to Sardanapa!us 
from Bactria, was marching up hastily, and already 
close at hand. Then Arbaces was of opinion that 
they must go to meet the Bactrians with the best and 
bravest warriors, and if they could not be persuaded 
to join the rebellion, they must be compelled to do so 
by force of arms. First, the leaders of the Bactrians 
listened to the proposal for liberation, and then the 
soldiers also, so that the Bactrians united with the 
rest. The king of the Assyrians knew nothing of the 
defection of the Bactrians, and, misled by his good 
fortune, gave himself over to indolence. He caused 
a feast to be prepared for his soldiers, with many 
sacrificial victims, abundance of wine, and other 
accompaniments. By means of deserters the rebels 
ascertained the carelessness and intoxication of their 
enemies, and unexpectedly made an attack in the night. 
Attacking in good order the disordered, well-armed 
the unsrmed, they gained the camp, slew many, and 
pursued the remainder as far as the city. The king 
undertook the defence of the city in person, and trans
ferred the command of the army to Saimmenes, his 
wife's brother. But the Assyriaus were defeated in 
two battles in the plain before the city; many took 
to flight, many were driven into the Tigris, when their 
return to the city was cut ofi',so that the Assyrian 
army was almost entirely deStroyed. The number of 
the slain was so great that the river was stained with 
blood for a great distance in its course. The king 
was now shut up in the city, and many of the subject 
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nations revolted to the rebels in order to acquire their 
freedom. Sardanapalus saw that the kingdom was in 
the greatest danger; he sent his three sons and two 
daughters, with much treasure, to Cottas, the viceroy 
of Paphlagonia., who was the most loyal of his viceroys, 
and gave with them 3000 talents of gold.1 At the same 
time, by sending out messengers with scribes, he gave 
orders to all his subjects to send forces to his assistance, 
while he prepared all that was necessary for the siege. 
He had received an oracle from his forefathers, that 
Nineveh would never be taken till the river became 
an enemy to the City. Since this would never happen, 
he hoped to be able to maintain the city, and waited 
for the troops sent by his viceroys. The rebels carried 
on the siege with vigour, but could not do any harm 
owing to the strE!llgth of the walls, and, thanks to the 
care of the king, the inhabitants of the city had every· 
thing that they required in abundance. Hence the 
only result obtained by two years of siege was that no 
one left the city. But in the third year it haI,pt:ned 
that the Tigris, swollen by constant rains, overflowed 
a part of the city, and tore away the walls for a space 
of 20 stades. Then the king knew that the river was 
an enemy of the city, and abandoned all hope of 
resistance and rescue. 2 In order Dot tAl fall into the 
hands of his enemies, he caused an enormous pyre, 
about 400 feet high, to be built in the royal citadeL 
Upon this was erected a chamberofbeanls 100 fect in 
length and breadth. Into this chamber were brought 
150 golden eouches with cushions, and an equal 
number of golden tables. Then 10 million talents of 
gold, and 100 million talents of silver, and a quantity 
o( robes of all kinds, of mantles and purple stuffs, 
were placed on the pyre. Then Sardanapalus took 

, Diod. 2, U-27. 
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his place ·in the chamber on one of the couches 
with his wife, and on the rest were his concubines. 
The chamber was roofed with long and massive 
beams, and when wood had been placed in great 
quantities round it, so that no one could pass out, the 
king gave command to light the pile of wood. It 
burned for 15 days. The people in the city won
dered at the smoke rising from the royal citadel; 
but they believed that the king was sacrificing, fol' 
only the eunuchs knew the circumstances. Thus 
Sardanapalus burnt himself, with all who were in 
the royal citadel, and, after indulging in pleasure 
beyond measure, brought his life to a noble end.1 

When the rebels became acquainted with the death 
of the king, they took the city by forcing their way 
through the breach in the wall, 8.l'Payed Arbaces in 
the royal robe, saluted him as king, and gave him 
authority over all. To the captains who· had fought 
with him he gave gifts according to their services, 
and made them viceroys over the nations. Belesys 
reminded the king of his services, and the promise to 
make him ruler over Babylonia. He had also made a 
vow to Belus in the perils of war, that after the con
quest of Sardanapalus and the burning of his royal 
citadel, he would carry the ashes to Babylon, and 
make a heap of them near the temple of Belus, on the 
shore of the Euphrates, which should be to all who 
navigated the Euphrates an imperishable memorial 
of the man who had overthrown the empire of the 
Assyrians. He had ascertained from a eunuch of 
Sardanapalus how much gold and silver was in the 
ashes of the citadpl. Arbaces, who knew nothing of 
this, because all besides were burnt with the king, 
allowed the ashes to be carried away, and gave Bele8Y8 

. I Atheneeus, p. 629. 
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Babylonia free of tribute. But when the thcft was 
known to the king, he made the captains of the army 
with whom he had fought against Sardanapalus, the 
judges. Beleays acknowledged his fault, and tile 
court condemned him to death. But the king, who 
was magnanimous, and wished to distinguish the 
beginning of his reign, not only forgave Beleays the 
penalty, but allowed him to keep the gold and silver, 
which had been already conveyed to Babylon; he did 
not even take from him the government of Babylon, 
saying that his former services were greater than his 
recent fault. When this conduct became known, it 
brought not only good-will, but glory, to Arbaces among 
the nations, for all judged him to be worthy of the 
kingdom who treated those who had served in such a 
manner. He was also gentle in his treatment of the 
inhabitants of Nineveh. They were divided into 
Villages, it is true, but each retained his possessions: 
the city he levelled to the ground. But the gold and 
silver of the pyre which still remained - and it 
amounted to many talents-he caused to be carried to 
Ecbatana in Media..1 After this Arbaces reigned 28 
years, and was succeeded in the kingdom over the 
Medea by his son Mandaces, who was followed by 
Sosarmus, Artycas, Arhienea, .Artreus, Artynes, Asti
baras, and Aspadas. Aspadas was conquered by 
Cyrus the Persian, and the dominion passed to the 
Persians." 

The account given by Herodotus of the full of the 
Assyrian kingdom is different: "When the AMyrians 
had reigned over Upper Asia for 520 years the Medea 
WPXC the first to revolt from them, and, as they fought 
bravely against the Assyrians, they obtained their free
dom. After them the other nations did what the Medea 

• DiocL 2, lIZ-lH. 
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had done. And when all the nations 0 Asia had 
become independent, they fell under the dominion 
of one man in this manner. The Medes dwelt in 
villages, and as lawlessness prevailed among them, 
they chose Deioces, the son of Phraortes, a man of 
ability, whose decisions were most sought after for their 
justice and equity, to be their king, He caused II 

palace to be built, and surrounded himself with body~ 
guards, and when this was done he compelled the 
Medes ~ build II city in order to keep their attention 
from his further designs, and II fortress, which is now 
called Ecbatana. In this way he strengthened his 
power, and united the Median nation. When he had 
ruled 63 years, he was succeeded by his son Phraortes. 
This prince was not content to rule over the Medes 
only; he marched against the Persians, and was the 
first to make them subject to the Medes, and with 
these two nations, both of which were strong, he 
subdued Asia, advancing from one nation to another, 
till he finally attacked the Assyrians, who ·possessed 
Nineveh, and had formerly ruled over all. Their 
previous confederates had, it is true, now fallen from 
them, but they were still in an excellent position. 
Against these Phraortes now took the field, but he 
and the greater part of his ariny were lost in the 
attempt, after he had reigned for 22 years. He was 
succeeded by his son Cyaxares. In order to avenge 
his father Cyaxares collected the warriors from all 
the nations governed by him, ·and marched against 
Nineveh to destroy the city. He had conquered the 
Assyrians in the battle, and shut up Nineveh, when 
the great army of the Scythians came down upon him, 
led by Madyas, the son of Protothyas. These had 
driven the Cimmerians out of Europe, and entered Asia 
in pursuit of them, .and so ~ame to Media. From the 

YOL. IlL 8 
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lake Malotis to the Phasis and the Colchians it is, for 
an active man, a journey of thirty days: but from the 
Colchians to Media the journey is an easy matter, for 
there is only one nation between the two-the 8aspircs 
-when these are crossed YOll are in Media. But the 
Scythisns did not enter by this route; they took by 
mistake the upper ronte, which is far longer, and has 
the Caucasus on the right hand. Then the Medes and 
the Scythians encountered each other; and the Medes 
were defeated in the battle, and lost their dominion i the 
Scythians traversed all Asia, and then turned towards 
Egypt. When they had reached Palestine, Psamme
tichus, the king of Egypt, came to meet them, and by 

'presents and entreaties induced them to come no 
further. They returned and came to Ascalon. The 
greater part of the Scythians passed without doing any 
harm, but the camp-followers plundered the shrine of 
Aphrodite Urania. These the goddess punished with 
a 1088 of their manhood, and not them only but their 
descendants after them. For 28 years the &'Ythians 
were masters in Asia, and overturned everything in 
their arrogance aud contempt. Beside the tribute 
which they imposed on all, and what they extorted in 
addition, they wandered to and fro stealing whatel"er 
anyone possessed. The greater number were massa
ered by Cyaxares and the Medea, after they had enter
tained them and made them intoxicated. Thus the 
Medes won back their dominion, and ruled again over 
those over whom they had ruled previously, and con
quered Nineveh-how they conquered the eity I shall. 
relate in another aceount-and made the.Assyrians their J 

subjects, as far as Babylonia."l .. But the Scythian8,; 
\\' ho after 28 years returned to their land, were met by \ 
Ii disaster not less than that caused by the Medea. In 

1 Herod. 1, 116, 116. 
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the long period during which their husbands had been 
absent, the Scythian women had lived with their 
slaves, and from this intercoume a young generation 
had grown up, who opposed those who returned from 
Media. Whefe the Tauric Chersonese abuts on Lake 
Mreotis, at the point where t~e lake is broadest, they 
raised a large dyke, to mark oft' their territory. 
When the Scythians wished to enter the territory 
they encamped opposite them and fought. The 
battles were many, and the Scythians could not gain 
the upper hand, till one of them said: 'Our numbem 
become leas in the struggle with our slaves if we 
fall, and if we continue to slay them we shall have 
fewer persons to rule over. Let us abandon the 
javelins and arrows, and take every man his whip, anel 
go against them. So long as they see us in arms they 
think that they are our equals, and of equal birth; 
they will then know that they are our slaves, and will 
not stand their ground.' When this was done the 
others were terrified, abandoned the struggle, and fled. 
In this way the Scythians, after they had governed 
Asia., and had then been again driven out by the Medes, 
came back into their own land." 1 " Of the nomadio 
Scythians," so we are further told ill another pa.B!!age 
of Herodotus, "oile tribe separated from the rest, and 
came into the Median territory, and asked for protec
tion, and Cyaxares received them well, and held them 
in high estimation-putting boys in their care to whom 
they were to teach their language, and the use of the 
bow. The Scythians went out to the chase, and always 
brought something back. But it happened once that 
they found nothing, and returned with empty hands. 
Then Cyaxares, who was quick of temper, .as the inci
dent shows, received them hal."Bhly and with contempt. 

I Herod. 4, 1--4. 
83 
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Enraged at the unmerited treatment they received 
the Scythians resolved to cut in pieces one of the 
boys given· into their charge for education, and, after 
preparing him as they were accustomed to prepare 
venison, to set him before Cyaxares as the spoils of 
the chaae, and at once to By to Sardis to Alyattes. 
This was done. Cyaxares and those who were at 
table with him ate of thiS BCllh. When Cyaxares 
demanded their surrender, and Alyattes refused it, 
the re.~ult was a war between the Lydians and Medes, 
which continued five yeaI'il. In thiS war the Medes 
were often victorious, and also the Lydians; one battle· 
was fought even by night. In· the sixth year, when 
the armies met, and were already engaged, it happened 
that the day suddenly changed into night. When the 
night suddenly came upon them in the daytime, the 
Medes and Lydians desiSted from the battle. On both 
sides there was an inclination to peace. But thoae who 
brought about a reconciliation were Syennesi8 the 
Cilician, and Labynetns the Babylonian. Through 
their instrumentality a peace was set on foot, and an 
intermarriage took place: they arranged that Alyattes 
should give hia danghter Aryanis to wife to Astyages, 
the son of Cyaxares, for without some binding necessity 
treaties were not wont to continue.''! Cyaxares was 
succeeded by Astyages on the throne of the Mede&. 
When he had reigned 35 years he was defeated by 
Cyrus the Persian, and the dominion passed to the Per
sians after the Medea had reigned over Asia 128 years, 
beside the period during which the Scythians ruled. S 

We need not point out how widely these acconnts 
. of Ctesias and Herodotus differ from each other. In 

Ctesias the Assyrian kingdom is in the fulness or 
vigour, with an unbroken organiaation. It i.e an 

• lIezo4 I, 73, 740. • lIerocL I, 130. 
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effeminate ruler whose weakness rouses the viceroys of 
two provinces of the kingdom to rebellion, in which this 
effeminate ruler confronts them with the most mascu
line energy; and finally succumbs after the bravest 
resistance and marvellous changes of fortune in the 
struggle. The empire; the metropolis, the king of 
.Assyria perish simultaneously. The viceroy of Media 
takes the place of th~ king of Asshur as the lord of 
Asia. In the narrative of Herodotus the empire of the 
Assyrians is first overthrown; in the struggle against 
this the Medea win back their freedom; the remaining 

.nations, who were BIlbject to the As;syria.ns, follow their 
example, and also attain independence. Then ont of 
the anarchy of the Medes there springs up a mon
archy, of which Phraortes is the inheritor. He sub
dues one nation of Asia after the other. When this 
object has been obtained, he advances to the attack 
upon the Assyrians, and in the struggle against these 
he perishes. After this the Scythians conquer the 
?tledes, and overthrow the dominion of the Medes 
over the natious of Asia, which Phraortes had won. 
For twenty-eight years they devastate Asia as far as 
the borders of Egypt, till the Median Cyaxa.res 
becomes their master by treachery, and again over
throws the Assyriaus and conquers Nineveh. Accord
ing to this, .Assyria did not receive the death-blow 
till the Medes and the other natious were liberated 
from her dominion, and the Medes had twice estab
lished their BIlpremacy over the rest of the nations. 

In Ctesias it is Arba.ces who overthrows the king
dom of the Assyrians; in Herodotus it is Phraortes 
who founds the empire of the Medea, and Cya.xares, 
the father of Astyages, who conquers Nineveh. The 
dates of the overthrow, no less than the authors of it, 
differ widely in Herodotus and Ctesias. In Herodotus, 
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Cyaxares, the conqueror of Nineveh, reigns 40 years, 
his son Astyages 35 years. As the latter was defeated 
by Cyrus in 558 ~.c., the reign of Cyaxares, and the 
invasion and conquest of the Scythians, the re-estab
lishment of the Median kingdom, the war with the 
Lydians, the marriage of Astyages with the daughter 
of the king of Lydia, the conquest of Nineveh, must 
fall in the period between 633 and 593 B.C. On the 
other hand, according to the dates which Ctesias gives 
for Aspadas and his predecessors, up to the rebellion 
of Arbaces, Arbaces destroyed the kingdom and me
tropolis of Assyria in the year 878 B.C.' 

Let us first examine each of the two accounts 
separately. In Ctesias the motives of the actol'll, 
the interpretations of dreams and constellations, all 
the incidents and occurrences, are known. Be is 
acquainted with the conversations which Arbaces and 
Belesys carry on at the gate of the palace at Nineveh, 
and in their walks on the banks of the Tigris-and 
knows how they intend to divide the lion's skin before 
it is won. The effeminate life and nature of the king 
of Asshur are de3Cribed in the strongest traits and 
with the most minute detail Yet this effeminate 
man has a lawful wife, with whom he ends his exist
encc, three sons and two daughters, whom, in his care 
for their lives, be sends away before Nineveh is shut 
up. .After a life passed in the harem, an effeminate 
ruler, such as this account describes the last king of 
Assyria to have been, might, under the pressure of 
great danger, perhaps put himself to death; but he 
could hardly have the resolution and the capacity 

. to struggle for three years, with heroie courage and 
obstinacy, for his kingdom and throne. In the 

, Or, 88 in Cteoiaa the l'ictory or Cyrna .... er A.otyageo io pw..! in 
6G4 D.c._in the year e83 D.C. Cf. VoL n., p. 26. 
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narrative of Ctesias this effeminate king three times 
vanquishes his opponents in great battles. The latter are 
already resolved to abandon their undertaking, when 
the unexpected desertion of the Baetrians to the enemy 
again raises their courage. This desertion, the sue· 
cessful surprise of the Assyrian ~amp, and the overflow: 
and floods of the Tigris, decide against Sardanapalus, 
who now, as Ctesias himself says, ends his life in 
a noble manner. This end takes plaee in a most 
remarkable way. In a country without wood, in a 
besieged city, a wooden mountain 400 feet in height 
is erected, which must have towered high above all 
the walls and towers, and have been seen from far by 
mend and foe. Least of all could the.inhabitants of 
Nineveh, who saw the pyre building, be astonished at 
the rising smoke, as the narrative relates (p. 255). 
The narrative allows the pyre to go on ·burning for 
fifteen days undisturbed, and though the breach is 
opened before the building and lighting of the pyre, 
the besiegers quietly wait till it is burned down before 
forcing their way into the city. 

All these .contradictions and marvels, combined with 
the detailed and lively delineation of the life of the 
king among his women, the full account of the relation 
of Arbaces and Belesya, their characteristic traits, and 
the dramatic description of the battle, where victory 
hangs by a hair, and the preparations for self-incre· 
mation, show us that Ctesias has followed a poetical 
authority in describing the end, no less than the be
ginning of the Assyrian kingdom,-an authority of 
the same kind as that which could give us such 
accurate information about the origin, character, and 
fortunes of Semiramis, and the war with the Indians. 
The question about the origin of this authority is 
ea.~ier to answer here than in regard t~ the former 
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descriptions. It is a Mede who is brought to honour, 
whose force and vigour can overthrow a great kingdom, 
whose courage and bravery are marked in comparison 
with the ruler of Assyria, no less than his honesty and 
gentleness puts to shame the treachery and avarice of 
his Babylonian accomplice. On him, the skilful hunter, 
the brave warrior, when in his service at the gate he 
hears of the king's effeminate life, the thought forces 
itself, that there is need of a brave man. The dream 
of the horse, which lets chaff fall on Arbaees, belongs 
der.idedly to the conceptions of the Iranian nations, 
the Medes and Persians. The interpreter skilled in 
the stars, the Babylonian, knows at once what is tbe 
significance of the dream, and hastens to secure his 
share of the spoil, the satrapy of Babylonia, by a 
solemn promise taken from Arbaees. The sight of the 
king in femme adornment, painting himself: which 
Arbaees finally obtains by bribing Sparameizes, de
cides his resolve. He gains the captains of the troops 
stationed with him at Nineveh. The war commences. 
The rebels are defeated even in the third battle, in 
spite of the heroic deeds of Arbaees and the number 
of the Assyrians slain by him. He is wounded; the 
army is compelled to retire as far as the borders of 
Babylonia. The Babylonian, who, after the second 
battle, has kept up the courage of the confederates 
by his astrology, adjures them to remain but five 
days. In this space of time Arbaces, who goes 
boldly to meet the Bactrians, succeeds in winning 
them, in surprising the Assyrian camp, in defeating 
Sa:Iarmenes, and destroying the Assyrian army in the 
third battle before the gates. The rebels have lost 
three battles, now they win three. The old oracle is 
fulfilled: the river becomes hostile to the city. Arbaees 
takes the place of Sardanapalus. The subtilty and 
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cunning of ·the Babylonian, which is brought strongly 
forward beside his knowledge of the heavens, is 
contrasted with the uprightness of the Mede. Belesys 
has deceived him. When· condemned to death Arbaces 
not only gives him his life; he despises the miserable 
gold, and leaves it·to Belesys; he keeps strictly the 
promise he had once made to him on the.Tigris, and 
the nations of Asia are in consequence compelled to 
a.cknowledge that Arbaees is worthy to rule them .. 

It is a poetical conception which contrasts the simple 
character and force of the Median servant with the 
effeminate splendour of the· sovereign of Assyria, and 
which places beside the former, to aid and support him; 
the astrology and cunning of the Babylonians. But by 
this contrast the Medo-Persian Epos obtained another 
advantage; the Completion of the whole poem. A 
masculine woman, Semiramis, .had founded the king. 
dom; an effeminate man brings it to ruin. Herodotus 
does not know the name of Sardanapalus. But the 
name was known to the Greeks; before Ctesias wrote 
it had. passed into a by-word-" more luxurious than 
Sardanapalus."1 The effeminate traits are marked with 
extraordinary depth in the narrative of Ctesias ; he not 
only wears woman's clothes, and does woman's work, 
but he inritates the voice of a womall., and pursues the 
pleasures of the male and female. Hence we muSt 
(lOnclude that as the Median minstrels have used the 
myth and the form of lstar, a goddess of the Semites, 
in their delineation of Semiramis; 80 in their delinea-. 
tion of Sardanapalus, the opposite of Semiramis, they 
have used the myth of the Semitic god, who exchanges 
his nature with the female goddess placed beside him. 
who weal'S the woman's. robe, and spins purple wool, 
just as his worshippers on certain festivals wore 

I Ariatopb. Aves, 102. . " 
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women's garments (I. 372). But if the god placed by 
the side of Istar assumed the nature of the woman, as 
!star assumed the nature of the man, the masculine 
nature was not wholly lost to him. Thus the minstrels 
could represent Sardanapalus as taking up arms at the 
approach of the danger, and fighting bravely. It is no 
doubt due to this interchange of the masculine and 
feminine nature that Hellanicus and Callisthenes 
maintained that there were two princes of the name of 
Sardanapalus; the one was noble and active; the 
other sought his happiness in debauchery.' EYen 
in the description of the death' of Sardanapalu8 
incidents in the worship of the Syrian goddess seem 
to have given the type to the Median minstrels. At 
the great festivals vast pyres were built to the sun
god of the Syrians; a number of precions goods were 
heaped upon them, which were set on fire together with 
an image of the god placed upon the pyre, who was 
supposed to renew his youth in the conflagration.' 
Lucian's statement that a statue of Sardanapalu8 
stood beside that of Semiramis in the temple at 
Hierapolis can only support the conclusion that traits 
of the god united with Istar, and or his worship, were 
employed in the description of Bardanapalus. 

To the Greeks Sardanapalus became a prophet of 
the philosophy which teaches us to exhaust life in 
enjoyment, because it is short, and nothing remains to 
a man beyond what the body has enjoyed. Aristobnlus. 
the companion of Alexander, narrates: "Near Anchiale, 
where the camp was pitched, is a monument of Bar
danapalns, on which stands a bronze figure, pressing 

I lIeIlan. Prag. 168. CaIIisth. Prag.. 32. ed. JCiiIler • 
• Yowra, .. BeIig. dar Phamiker, n .. 1M. 394, 466, 496, 612. The 
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together the fingers of the right hand, as though 
snapping them; the inscription says, in Assyrian 
letters: • Sardanapalus, the son of Anakyndaraxes, 
built Anchiale and Tarsus in a single day. Eat, 
drink, be merry, the rest is not worth so much,' i. e. 
3 snap of the fingers." 1 These words were worked 
out more fully among the Greeks, embodied in. verse, 
and given out Sa an epitaph composed by Sardanapalus 
for his tomb, and to be found either at Anchiale or 
Nineveh.' 

In the narrative of Herodotus also there is more. 
than one difficulty. It is intended, as it states, to 
show how the nations of Asia, after this liberation 
from the Assyrians, again came under one master. 
The Medes, as brave warriors, liberate themselves from 
the Assyrians, but after this liberation they are found 
in a condition of utter lawlessness. Without com
bination of their powers, without uuion under one 
strong leader, could the Medes have succeeded in 
withdrawing themselves from a power so great as the 
Assyrian power was, even in the description of Hero
dotus? This lawlessness is brought to an end, not by 
a mighty warrior, but by a clever, ambitious village
judge, who by his decisions 80 gains the affections of 
the Medes, that they elect him to be king. When 
chosen he knows how to lead them by cunning, oJ! 
rather to infatuate them into giving him a body-guard 
and building him a palace. Then he compels them to 
live together in one city, and, in the course of a long 
reign, establishes the despotic system of Asia to its 
full extent, with all its appliances, among the Medes. 
From this establishment of monarchy among the 
Medea, re-establishment of the despotic government 

1 Aristob. Frag. 6. eel. Milller. Of. above. Po 145. 146 • 
• .. g. Diod. 2. 24; Amyutas in Athenmus, p. 529. 
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spreads over all Asia. Phraortes, the son of Dcioces, 
subjugates the Persians, and then all the nations which 
obeyed the Assyrians, in order finally to turn upon 
the latter. Could the Assyrians, who, according to 
the narrative of Herodotus, "were abandoned by their 
allies, but otherwise in a good state," at the time 
when Herodotus attacked them, have looked on at the 
successes of Phraortes, and quietly waited till they 
were reached in the series ! Would they not rather 
have attempted in good time to meet the rise of the 
Medes, which occurred close upon their borders, and 
threatened them :first of all! Phraortes, with the 

.greater part of his army, is slain. To revenge his 
death, his son Cyaxares invests Nineveh. But the 
Scoloti have missed their way; they come upo~ the 
Medes instead of the Cimmerians, whom they are 
pursuing; none the less they begin battle with them, 
overcome them, and obtain the dominion over Asia 
-which they never desired-from Media to Egypt. 
After a part of them had suffered punishment from 

. the goddess of Ascalon, they allow themselves to be 
made drunk by Cyaxares. They are massacred in 
part, and when they have returned to their own land 
-of which we are not told whether they ever p0s

sessed it before-they have to undergo a severe con
test with the sons whom their wives have in the mean 
time brought forth to their slaves. These sons do 
not meet them on the Don, i. e. on the border which 
Herodotns fixes for the land of the Scoloti, but on the 
Crimea. The returning host bring this struggle, in 
which they could not conquer by foree of arms, to a 
happy end by raising their whips. After the departure 
of the Scythians, Cyaxares again obtains the dominion 
over the nations which his father previously subjugated, 
and conquers Nineveh. Whether the war of Cyaxares 
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with the Lydians took place before or after the capture 
of Nineveh is not clear from the narrative of Herodotus. 
It is at the least remarkable that Cyaxarea, after he 
has escaped from the yoke of the Scythians by treachery 
and violence, should not only receive a troop of the 
same nation into his country, but show them favour, 
make them his hunters and the educators of Median 
boys, and then because the Lydian king prevents him 
from avenging a crime of the fugitives, carry on war 
for five years with the Lydians, till a sign from heaven 
puts an end to it. Were Lydia and Media neighbour
ing countries after Nineveh fell, or before 1 Had 
Cyaxares, when at war with Lydia, already recovered 
the dominion which Phraortes had established for the 
Medea over all Asia 1 If this was the case, were there 
princes of Cilicia and Babylonia in existence, or in such 
an independent position that they could come forward 
to negotiate peace and affinity between the contending 
states, Lydia and Media ! 

From this examination of the two accounts as to 
their separate contents, let us now proceed to inquire 
whether the statements in them agree with what has 
come down to us from other sources, and can be 
deduced from the last monuments of Assyria. The 
narrative of Ctesias is based on the view that the 
Assyrian kingdom was arranged in satrapies, like the 
kingdom of the Achremenids: the inscriptions of the 
kings of Asshur have made it sufficiently clear that 
this was not the case. We have already seen that 
neither the statement of Ctesias about the duration of 
the A.s.qyrian kingdom, nor that of Herodotus about 
the strength of their dominion, is tenable (II. 27,46); 
not more tenable is the date given by C!;esias for the 
fall of Assyria. According to Ctesias, Arbm over
threw the Assyrian kingdom in the year 883 or 878 
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B.C. (p. 262), and' set up the dominion of himself 
and his descendants, the kings of Media, in the place 
of the dominion of the Assyrians. But we found 
above that Assurnasirpal, the son of Tiglath Adar, 
ascended the throne of Assyria in 883 B.c.-that his 
campaigns reached the coasts of Syria, that at his 
time Media. was not yet subject to the Assyrian king
dom, that with him the long series of royal princes 
begins who raised Assyria to the height of her power, 
and that it was the army of his immediate successors 
which first trod the land of Media. 

Herodotus represents the kings of the Medes as 
reigning over Asia for 128 years, .. deducting the time 
during which the Scythians ruled." 1 His figures 
for the reigns of the Median kings, from Deioees 
to Phraortes, give 150 years from the beginning 
of Deioces down to the overthrow of Astyages.' 
The overthrow of Astyages took place in the year 
558 1I.C., and, therefore, Deioees. began to reign in 
708 B.C. How long before this the Medes liberated 
themselves from the dominion of Assyria, how long 
they lived in their free but lawless condition before 
electing Deioees king, Herodotus does not state. 
Enough that the Medes must, according to his state
ment, have liberated themselves in the second half 
of the eighth century B.C. ,But at this very time 
Tiglath Pilesar IL and Sargon ruled over Assyria; 

1 If .... 8SII1IlD8 that the 28 yean of the Scythian cIomiJDDn haw 
&beady ~ deduded from the 128 y ..... omd must therefore be 
added io them, 714 B.o. ( = 008 + 1116) is the begUmiDg'.of the Mediaa 
dominion. In the other .... tIUs must have oommenced in the yeaz 
&II (3,';8 + 100) B.o. Binoe lIerodotos repnBmlB PImoortee .. lint 
conquering Asia, omd repnBmu him .. ..........Jing the """"" in 
8M B.c.. the cbuation of the Mediut empile is DOt even 100. bui only 
79 y........ We ahaIl eoon eee that it ...... even shorter. 

• Deioc>B, reigned 63 J'I&I1I, PImoortee 22, ~ .s. Aatyas-
33. Each pair of nIera mabo up • toIIIl of 73 y_ 
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at this time the first advanced to .Axachosia, repeatedly 
imposed tribute on the chiefs and cities of the land of 
Media (p. 3); while Sargon receives tribute from 22, 
then from 28, and finally from 45, cbiefs of the Medes 
(p. 101). He boasts to be ruler over Media as far as 
the distant city of Simaspati, in the East; and the 
Hebrew Scriptures told us that the Israelites carried 
away after the capture of Samaria (722 B.C.) were 
settled in the cities of the Medes (p. 85). But not 
only did the kings of Asshur receive or compel acts of 
obedience from the tribes of the Medes at the time 
when, according to Herodotus' statemeut, Deioces 
ascended the throne of Media; Sennacherib (705-681 
B.C.) imposes tribute on the distant regions of Media; 
Esarhaddon removes distant tribes of Media, with their 
flocks, to Assyria, and subjugates cities which, as he 
maintains, lie far away in the land of Media. (p. 150) j 
and even the inscriptions of Assurbanipal, from the 
period before the year 650 B.C., speak of a captive chief 
of the Medes (p. 167). From all this it is clear that the 
liberation of the Medes took place later than Herodotus 
states. In his-account, therefore, we C3Il only retain 
the facts that Cya.xa.res, who, according to his state
ment, ascended the throne in the year 633 B.C., fought 
with success against the Assyrians-that the invasion 
of the Scythians, and their expulsion, the "fall of 
Assyria, the great war with the Lydians, and, finally, 
the capture of Nineveh, took place in his reign, i. e. in 
the period from 633 to 593 B.C. (p. 262). 

Most remarkable" is the sudden incursion of the 
Scythians into Media, the ground for which is a 
pursuit wholly without any reason (p. 242), and the 
missing of the proper route. Let us examine the 
separate statements about this invasion, in order to 
come, if possible, nearer ~ the actual facta. The 
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. incursion o( northern nations into Hither Asia at the 
time stated by Herodotus, i. e. in the second half of 
. the seventh century. is a fact. In the reign of 
Josiah, king of Judah (640-609 B.C.), the prophet 
Zephaniah 1 announces a great judgment, which' will 
come not only on Judah, Gaza and Ascalon, Ashdod 
and Ekron, Moab and Ammon, Egypt and Ethiopia, 
but also on Nineveh. Hence the prophet cannot have 
in his eye. a punishment coming. on Syria and Egypt 
from Assyria. From the earnest manner in which the 
prophet exhorts to repentance and improvement, to 
the purification of the sanctuary, and removal of .. the 
remnant of Baal," the servants of Baal, it follows that 

. this announcement of a coming judgment belongs to 
the period in the reign of Josiah, which lies before the 
reform of the worship and the publication of the new 

·law, i.e. to the period from 640 to 622 B.C. (p.213). 
Jeremiah speaks more definitely in the thirteenth year 
of Josiah' or soon after, i. e. in or immediately after 
ihe year 628 B.C. "I will bring evil from the north, 
and great destruction. The lion is come up from the 
thicket, and the destroyer of the nations is on his 
way." •• Evil appcareth out of the north, and great 
destruction." 8 .. Lo I a people cometh from the north, 
and a grcat nation meth from the uttermost end of the 
earth.' It is a mighty nation, whose language thou 
knowest not, neither understandest what they Ray. 
They come on like clouds, like a whirlwind are thcir 
chariots; their horses are swifter than eagles. They 
shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, and 
have no mercy; their voice roareth as the sea, and 
they ride on horses set in array as men of war against 
thee. Their quiver is an open sepulchre, they are all 
mighty men. Jehovah called the families of the 

I Zeph.i. 1. ..1' ......... i.l; nT. a. 
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kingdoms ~f the north; a burning wind . es ft~, 
hills of the desert, besiegers come from a M8h!If..l 
Lions shall roar against Israel, and shall make hiB'land 
a desert, his cities shall bA burned, e~pty of inhabit:.. 
ants. Declare ye in Judah and publish in Jerusalem; 

. blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire 
in Bethhaccerem.1 Suddenly will the destroyer come 
upon us, suddenly are the tents spoiled, and the carpets 
in a moment. Every place shall flee befor~ the noise 
of the horseman and the archer; they shall creep into 
thickets and clinlb up the rocks. Let us go into the 
strong cities; go not forth into the field, nor walk by 
the way: for the sword of the enemy and fear is on 
every side. Our hands are feeble, pain and au.,01lish 
have taken hold upon us. 0 my people, gird thee 
with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashec6. The 
besiegers .come up from a far country, and give out 
their voice against the cities of Judn.h. As keepers of 
a field they are against Jerusalem round about. The 
shepherds and their flocks shall come to Jerusalem, 
they shall feed every one in his own place. They 
shall glean the remnant of Israel as a vine, saith 
Jehovah of Hosts; the land shall be a desert. Never
theless I will not make a full end." 

From this description, taken in combination with 
the proclamation of Zephaniah against the Philistines, 
against Ascalon and Egypt, it is clear that the whole 
of Syria, as Herodotus told us, as far as the borders of 
Egypt--on which, in his account, the Scythians were 
induced to turn back by the entreaties and presents 
of Psammetichus (p. 258) - was overrun and laid 
waste. It is also clear that Jerusalem and the forti. 
fied cities of Syria withstood the invaders, and the 
storm soon passed by. It is not known whether the 

I lerem. vi. 1, 
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·name Scythopolis, given by the Greeks to J3ethshan, 
is in any way connected with this incursion of 
Scythians.1 The only other author who knows of this 
incursion of Scythians into Asia is Pompeius Trogus. 
With hint it is their third invasion. In the first, which 
they made before the time of Ninus of Assyria, the 
marshes prevented them from invading Egypt; on 
their return from these they spent fifteen years in subju
gating Asia and imposing a moderate tribute upon the 
land, the payment of which was brought to an end by 
Ninus. The second invasion was made in aid of the 
Amazons, when hard pressed by Heracles and Theseus, 
at their entreaty. On the third eampaign against 
Asia they were absent eight years, and on their return 
had to earlY on war against their slaves; in this they 
finally got the victolY by their rods and whips, and 
all the slaves whom they could capture were crucified! 

The chronology which can be deduced from the data 
found in the announcements of the two prophets gives 
us the period from 640 to 625 B.C. for the invasion of 
Hither Asia by the Scythians, and this completely 
agrees with the statements of Herodotus. In order to 
avenge the death of his father Phraortes, who fell, 
with the greater part of his army, before the Assyrians, 
Cyaxares, according to Herodotus, immediately after 
his accession, i.e. in the year 633 B.C., set out against 
Nineveh. During his siege of Nineveh, the incursion 
of the Scythians into Media took place. According 
to this, Herodotus placed the commencement of the 
invasion of Media by the Scythians in the year 633 
B.C. or 632 B.C. The chronographers, Eusebins and 
Hieronymus, put the invasion at the same time; they 
observe, the first at the year 632 B.C .. the scoond at the 

1 2),[accab.:m. 29. Btrabo, P. 763; l..,h. .. AuRq." 6, I, 22, etc.. 
Pliny, .. Hist. NaL" 6, 16; Btoph. Bp.ilDlo. -.we. 

I Justin, I, s-6. 
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year 634 B.C., that" the Scythians forced their way as 
far as Palestine.'~ Syncellus gives only the general 
statement, that in the days of king Josiah, Palestine 
was overrun by the Scythians, and the city of Beth
shan taken by them, whence its name.1 

The name Scythians, as has been already remarked, 
was applied by the Greeks and Romans in a wider 
sense to all the nomadic and equestrian tribes of the 
North. it was a comprehensive title for almost all the 
whole complex of the northern nations. To which 
nation of the Scythians, we may ask, did these hordes 
belong, which in the period just fixed, i. e. between 
632 and 625 B.C., invadcd and laid waste Hither Asia; 
from the Caucasus to Egypt 1 According to Hero;' 
dotuB, they were the ancestors of the Scythians between 

. the Danube and the Don, the Scoloti. Herodotus 
represents them as invading Asia in their pursuit of 
the Cimmerians. But what reason was there for the 
pursuit, when the Cimmerians had voluntarily aban
doned the land which the Scoloti desired 1 Besides, 
for more than a century before the date at which 
Herodotus represents them as flying to Asia before the 
Seythians, the Cinlmerians were settled on the Halys, 
and mnst have been well known to the nations of 
Asia Minor j and ever since the emigration of the 
Cimmerians, i. e. for an equal period, the Scoloti had 
possessed the old abodes of the Cimmerians on the 
Pontus. What conld have induced the Scoloti to 
undertake such a pursuit a good hundred years later 1 
What made them miss tlle way, and come into Media 
instead of Cappadocia 1 Herodotus tells us tllat the 
Scoloti had taken a far longer route than that which 
led past Colchis, to Asia, so that they came out in 
Media, with tlle Caucasus on the right hand. By tl1is 

• SynoelL "Ohron!' p. 40~, eeL Bonn. 
T2 
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"upper way," the pass of Derbend,. on tho Caspian 
Sea, may be meant, whieh would havS' brought the 
hordes of the North into Media through the land of 
the Cadusians, who were hostile to the Medes; but if 
we measure from the banks of the Don, where, accord. 
ing to Herodotus' narrative, we have to conceive the 
Scoloti as situated in their advance upon tho Cim
merians from the East, this route could hardly be 
described as much longer than that by Colchis. By 
the upper route Herodotus apparently means the route 
round the Caspian Sea. The supposed error in the 
proper route may lead ns into the right path. if we 
assume that the hordes which then invaded Media and 
inundated Asia were not mounted nomads from the 
steppes above the Black Sea, on the upper course of 
the Don, but nomads dwelling beyond the Caspian, in 
the steppes on the Oxns and Jaxartes. The legendary 
poetry of East Iran is filled with long and mighty 
struggles of the ancient heroes with those nations; and 
Ctesias tells us, again, without doubt, following the 
minstrelsy of West Iran, of the severe and doubtful 
wars which the predecessor of Astyages of Media, whom 
he calls ArUens, and Herodotus Cyaxares, carried on 
against the Sacre, the neighbours of the Parthians and 
Hyrcanians in the steppes on the Oxus. It was these 
Sacre who, four centuries after the invasion of Media 
by Herodotns' Scythians, burst through Parthia and 
Hyrc3nia, possessed themselves of the valleys of the 
Hilmend, the best region in the east of Iran, and gave 
to this region the name of Sikashtan, i. e. land of the 
Sacre, now Sedshestan. On the earlier occasion the 
&ere may have made the same attempt to break into 

: Iran. If nations on the steppes on the Oxns had over
powered Media, if they had also established themselves 
in Hither Asia, youthful bands of Sarmatians and 
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8ooloti might have felt tempted to go out from the 
Pont1l3 and take part in the campaign of plunder. In 
ascribing the invasion of Asia to the 8ooloti. Herodotus 
no doubt followed the authority of his own people, the 
Greek settlers on the northem coast of the Pontus. 
The Cimmerians had once dwelt in these regions, and 
had retired from them before the 8ooloti. It happened 
that at the lime of king Ardya of Lydia (his reign, 
according to. Herodotus, extended from 681 B.c. to 
632 B.c.), these Cimmerians made an incursion into the 
west of Asia Minor from the abodes which they had 
obtained on the HaIys. and forced their way at that 
time as Car as Lydia and the Greek cities on the coast. 
They took Sardis, except the Acropolis. ,. It was not 
a subjugation of the cities," says Herodotus, " but only 
a passing raid." 1 . The narrative of Herodotus proves 
oonclusively that he knew nothing of the earlier incur· 
sions of the Cimmerians into the west of Asia Minor, 
and therefore he assumed that this campaign against 
Sardis and the cities of the Gr~ks, in the time of 
Ardys. was identical in date, and, in fact, the same 
as the incursion of the Cimmerians into Asia Minor. 
And as Herodotus also learnt that Cyaxares of Media 
was overthrown by Scythian ~ordes who devastated all 
Asia, and that fugitives of these hordes had also come 
into the west of Asia Minor to the grandson of Ardya, 
Alyattes of Lydia, he represents the Cimmerians as 
being pursued towards Asia, along the Pontus, by thcir 
ancient enemies, the 8ooloti, who, he thinks, missed 
their way. He was evidently confirmed in this opinion 
by the fact that certain families of the 8ooloti suffered 
from a lOllS of sexual power (p. 258), a disease which 
the Greeks on the Pontus attributed to the anger of 
Aphrodite Urania, the goddess of fertility, whose oldest 

I Herod. 1. 6. Iii, 16. 



278 ASSYRIA. 

.and most famous temple was at Asca.lon,·in Syria. 
Hippocrates says that this disease showed itself among 
the wealthiest families of the 8oo10ti, and not among 
the poor, because the former were always on horse
back; 1 according to Aristotle the disease was here
ditary in the royal family of the Scythians. ' Lastly, 
a story of the slaves of the Scythians, who, in the 
absence of their masters, had made themselves masters, 
helped to attribute the invasion of Asia to this nation 
of the Scythians. The basis of the story, which 
obviously belongs to the Crimea, lies in the fact that 
after the Sooloti had forced the Tauri, the ancient 
inhabitants of the Crimea, into the mountains of this 
peninsula, and. had- subjugated and made slaves of 
those who remained behind in the plains, both the 
one and the other must have seized a favourable 
opportunity to make themselves a"ooain masters of the 
peninsula, and close it against the 8oo10ti by means of 
a trench. The supposed effect of the whips is due, no 
doubt, to the Hellenes in Scythia, who thus marked 
the nature and the existence of slavery. 

The liberation of the Medcs from the dominion of 
the Assyrians must not only have taken plaCe later, 
but in a different manner from that narrated by 
Herodotus. . The inscriptions of the kings of Asshur 
showed us that the tribes of the Medea whom Jlero
dotus calls Arizantes, Busre, Struehatm, Burueans, and 
Panetaceni, lived separately, under a number of princes. 
Not long after the settlement of the Israelites in the 
cities of the Medea, in the year 715 B.c., Sargon repre
sents a prince Dayaukka as carried away captive with 
his people; and in 713 B.C. .he takes the field against 

, nit Dayauko, and receives tribute from 45 princes of 
the Medea (p. 101). Hence among the regions of 

1 Hippocr. If De &ere,. c. 22.. I .. EtIUc. Nioom." 7, 7 (8). 
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the chieftains of Media, there was a region which the 
Assyrians called the land or house of Dayauku, just 
as with them Israel was Bit Onui. Deioces, the prince 
from whom Bit Dayauku received its name, who, in 
Herodotus, is a son of Phraortes, must in consequence 
have founded a sovereignty in Media, or at any rate 
have been at the head of a sovereignty derived from 
his father, about the year 720 B.C. at the lowest. We 
may without hesitation look for this region in the land 
of Ecbatana, but at that time it cannot have taken up 
a large part of Media. Neither .the inscriptions of 
Sargon, nor those of his successorJ, Sennacherib, Eaa1'
haddon, and Assurbanipal, mention Deioces or his 
land either in the payment of trtbute by the Mede~, 
or in the conquest of the separate tribes. Nothing 
is said of any central monarchy among the Medes, or 
of a kingdom of the Medea. If Media had been 
united and free at the time of Sennacherib and ERar
haddon, Sennacherib would not have marched against 
Syria and Cillcia, nor' Esarhaddon against Egypt; 
they would not and could not have left in the rear, in 
the most threatening proximity, the most dangerous 
enemy. If we nevertheless assume that during the 
sway of Sennacherib and Esarhaddon over Asayria 
the influence of Deioccs steadily inereased, we must 
concede to Herodotus that this higher position was 
gained not by martial deeds, but by craft and advice 
urging union. Then Phraortes, who, according to 
Herodotus, succeeded his father Deioccs in the year 
655 B.C., must have been able formally to assemble the 
tribes of the Medea round Bit Dayauku, and to organise 
them: it was he who unit.ed Media under his dominion. 
But we cannot place this union earlier than the period 
at which Assurbanipal destroyed Elam, and directed 
his arms against Arabia (p. 177): i. e. it must come 
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after the year 645 B.c. Assurbanipal could not 
possibly employ his troops in repeated campaigns for 
the maintenance of Egypt, the reconquest of Babylon, 
the destruction of Elam, and the punishment of the 
Arabians, if a strong and compact force stood behind 
the passes of the Zagrus; still less could he look idly 
on while Phraortes subjugated the Persians, and then 
one nation after another in Asia, as Herodotus sup
poses, with the view of throwing himself on Assyria
if he could prevent it. The more probable CGurse ·of 
events is, that Phraortes, as soon as he accompllilhed 
the union of the Median tribes, had to await and rcpel 
the attack of Assyria-that the tribes of the Persians 
among whom, precisely about this time, Achremenes. 
obtained the first place,! being threatened by the 
extension of the dominion of Assyria over Elam on 
their borders, combined with Phraortes for common 
defence, and consented to be led by the stronger 
nation. The tradition of the Medea. and their poems, 
on which the statements of Herodotus rest, would 
naturally antedate the liberation of their nation, and 
would place it in the times before Deioces; they would 
even ascribe conquests to Phraortes, and represent him 
as falling in an attack on Nineveh. It agreea with 
the position of affairs and the relation of the powers, 
that Phraortes should have fallen with the greater 
part of his army, as Herodotus says, in repulsing 
Assyria and Assurbanipal in the year 633 B.C. The 
first duty of his son Cyaxarea must have been to avert 
from Media the consequences of the heavy defeat 
which destroyed his father. That Cyaxares, an~ not 
Phraortes. a century after the death of the latter, 
passed in the nation of the Medea as the founder of 
the Median supremacy, is clear from tho fact that 

• Vol. V •• chap. I. 
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Phraortes, the head of the rebellion of the Medians 
against Darius, lays aside. his proper name in order to 
eall himself " Kshatrita, descendant of Cyaxares," and 
that at this time the leader of the Sagartians also gives 
himself out as a descendant of Cyaxares of Media. 

Let us -first cling to the fact that in the decade 
which followed the conquest of Elam by Assurbanipal 
-(644-634 B.c.) Media united her tribes under a 
sovereign, and freed herself from the dominion of 
Assyria,· and in combination with the Persians on the 
East obtained the position of a -considerable power 
beside Assyria. In the West, before this date, 
Assurbanipal had already lost the dominion over 
Egypt, and the advance of Psammetichus towards 
Syria. (p. 180) must have made the, obedience of the 
Syrian cities and princes doubtful The rise of the 
Medes under Phraortes, the successful resistance which 
they made to Assyria, must have had a far-reaching 
influence. After such a long series of successes the 
arms of Assyria could not prevail against this 
new power. In. Judah, where the prophets of the 
Hebrews from the second half of the eighth century 
had looked on Assyria. as the instrument of Jehovah 
for the visitation of the nations and the punishment 
of the sins·of Israel and Judah, the position of that 
power, soon after the year 640 B.c., was seriously 
shattered or threatened, since the prophet Nahum, 
when looking back on the destruction of Thebes by 
the army of Assurbanipal, could already announce that 
the line of destruction would reach even to Assyria 
and Nineveh. The lively description of the defenders 
and the devastation ot Thebes, shows that the capture 
(which had taken place in the year 663 B.C.)' was 
already fresh in the remembrance of the Syrians. 

I Above, p.l64. 
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"The lion," 80 we find it· in Nahum, "did tear in 
pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled' for his 
lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, and his dens 
with ravin. I am against thee,· saith Jehovah of 
Hosts, and I will burn thy chariots in the smoke, and 
the sword shall devour thy young lions; and I will 
cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy 
messenger shall no more be heard. I will discover 
thy skirts upon thy face, and I will show the nations 
thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. I will 
cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile. 
Woe to the well-favoured harlot, the mistress of witch
craft; wo~ to the bloody city; it is full of lies and rob
bery; the prey departeth not. The noise of the whip, 
and of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing 
horses, and of the jumping chariots; the horseman 
cometh on, the bright sword and glittering spear." 
" Art thou better than No-Ammon (Thebes) that was 
situate by the Nile 1 " 1 "The destroyer is come up 
before thee, Nineveh; keep the munition, watch the 
way, gird thy loins, fortify thyself mightily. Draw thee 
water for the siege, fortify thy strongholds; go into 
clay, and tread the mortar, make strong the brick-kiln. 
Thy mighty men hasten to the walls, but they stumble 
in their walk. The covering shall be prepared for the 
besiegers. All thy strongholds shall be fig-trees with 
the first ripe figs; if thcy be shaken thcy shall fall even 
into the mouth of the eater. Fire shall devour thee, 
and the sword shall cut thee off." t "With an over
running flood Jehovah will make an utter end of her 
habitations; the gates of the river shall be opened, 
and the palace dissolved. Behold. thy people are 
women for thy enemies; the gates of thy land shall be 
set wide open; the fire shall devour thy bars. Nineveh 

I Nahum iii. 8. • Nahum ii. 13. 14; iii. 1-6. 12-16. f 
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was fun of men while she stood, but they flee. Halt I 
halt I Yet no one turneth; her maids sigh like dov~ 
and beat the breast. Take the spoil of silver, take the 
spoil of gold; there is no end of the store; abundance 
of all kinds of costly vesseIa. She is empty, andvold, 
and waste, and the heart melteth, and the knees smite 
together,and a multitude of slain, and a great number 
of carcases; there is no end of their corpses. . They 
stumble on· the corpses. Thy captains fly, 0 king of 
Assyria, thy mighty men slumber, thy people is 
scattered on the mountains, and no man gathereth 
them. Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the 
feeding-place of the young lions, where the lion, and 
the lioness, and the lion's whelp walked 'and none 
made them afraid 1 No more of thy name shall be 
"sown; there· is no healing of thy bruise; thy wound is 
grievous. All that look on thee shall flee from thee 
and say, Nineveh is laid waste; all that hear of thee 
shall clap their 1i.ands over thee, for upon whom has 
not thy wickedness passed continually! "I 

How far the successes which CyaxareB obtained 
soon after his accession (633 B.C.) in repelling and 
attacking Assyria and Assurbanipal carried him-=' 
whether evcn then the army of the Medes advanced to 
the walls of Nineveh, as Herodotus states, cannot be 
ascertained, and cannot be denied. Whatever advan
tage Media. may have obtained at that time it was not 
only lost, but the Median empire collapsed, when 
Cyaxares had vainly attempteo. to repulse the Sacm 
(632 B.C.). These Sacm, however,. were not content 
with the poesession of Media.; they descended from the 
table-land of Iran iuto the valley of the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, and spread over Hither Asia. We saw how 
clearly the prophet Zephaniah announced in those 

• Nllhum i. 8, 14; iii. 7-12; iii. 1, 13. 
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days (about 630 B.C.) the great judgments that would 
come upon Nineveh and Judah, on Gaza and Ascalon, 
on Ashdod. and Ekton, and Ethiopia. .. Jehovah," he 
says, .. will stretch out his hand against the North, and 
destroy Assyria, and will make Nineveh a desolation, 
and dry like a wilderness. And flocks shall lie down 
in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations; the 
pelican and the bittern shall lodge in the lintels of it ; 
the birds shall sing in the windows of it; desolation 
shall be on the thresholds. The cedar work is torn 
down. All who go by shall hiss and wag the hand. 
This is the rejoicing city which dwelt ea.relessly, that 
said in her heart, I am and there is none beside me 1 
How is slie become a desolation, a place for beasts to 
lie down in I" 1 

AssurbanipaJ. as we saw, ascended the throne of 
Assyria in the year 668 B.C., and he retained it till the 
year 626 B.C. Though we have no evidence from 
Assyrian inscriptions to fix the end of his reign, the 
canon of Ptolemy puts the end of the dominion of 
Saosduchin (by whom is meant Samul-sum-ukin) in the 
year 648 B.C., i. e. in the year in which Assurbanipal 
crushed his rebellion and took Babylon. We also p0s
sess an Assyrian tablet which dates from the twentieth 
year of Assurbanipal in Babylon, and consequently 
extends his reign in the city from 648 B.C. to 628 B.C. 

Further, the canon of Ptolemy represents a new reign 
lIS commencing in Babylon in the year 625 B.C., and 
therefore we are certain that Assurbanipal remained 
on the throne for 42 years, down to 626 B.C.' The 
first half of his reign was filled with the most brilliant 
succeases; his armies marched to Thebes, Babylon, 

• ZepIa. it 13-16. 
I In Polyhistor Budanapolus reigu oYBr the ChaIda!aDe 1m 21 

years after SamngeL 
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and Susa; 'JUt the second half was the reverse' of the 
first. Egypt was lost. Serious. struggles without 
results were carried on against the Medes, though they 
were once varied by a great victory. The Median 
power advanced nearer and nearer to the native land 
and the chief cities. The Medes had indeed been 
compelled to turn against the Sacre; but these not 
only overthrew 1tIedia, they covered Asia, destroyed 
the cohesion of the Assyrian kingdom, and entirely 
disorganised it. Cleitarchus narrated: .. Sardanapalus 
(AssurbanipaI) died in old age, after the dominion 
of the Syrians had been broken down;" 1 and the 
Syrians, according to the usage of Cleitarchus, are the 
Assyrians. 

Ctesias told us above, that the dominion of the 
Assyrians succumbed to the united efforts of the vice
roys of Media and Babylon, the combined efforts of 
the Medes and Babylonians. Herodotus, as we saw, 
represents a prince of Babylon as negotiating peace 
between Lydia and Media. In an excerpt of Ahy
denus which has been preserved we read: .. After 
Sardanapalus (Assllrbanipal), Saracus reigned over 
Assyria: when he found that multitudes of a collected 
horde came np from the sea like locusts, he at once 
sent BusalossorUB 88 commander of the army to Baby
lon. This officer resolved on rebellion, and betrothed 
his son Nabukodrossorus to the daughter of Astyages, 
king of Media, Amnhea by name."l According to 
the excerpt of Syucellus, Alexander Polyhistor gave 
the following account: Saracus sent Nabopolassar 
88 general, but he married Amyite the daughter 
of Astyages. the satrap of the Medes, to his son 

• In AthlllllD1l8, P. 663-
• Eaaob. "ChroD." I, po 37, eo!. SchOne. Xioped, "MOnalab. 
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Nabuchodonossor, and rebelled against Sar!lcCus and 
Nineveh. 1 Henee in Abydenus and Polyhistor, the 
successor of Assurbanipal on the t4rone of Assyria 
was Saracus. Against hosts who came from the sea, 
i. e. against the hosts of the Sacm coming up from the 
Caspian Sea, or marching, on their return from Syria, 
i. e. from the Mediterranean, against Babylon, he sends 
the general whom Abydenus calls Busalossorus, and 
Polyhistor Nabopola.ssar. According to the canon of 
Ptolemy, the reign of Nabopola.ssar in Babylon begins 
in the year 625 B.C. This prince, the Nabopola.ssar of 
the canon and Polyhistor, is not distinct from the 
Busalossorus of Abydenus. It is the same name: in 
the one writer he is the father of Nabukodrossorus, in 
the other the father of Nabuchodonossor. Nabu
kodrossorus is Nabukudurussur; Nabuchodonossor is 
Nebuchadnezzar, the corrupted Hebrew form of the 
name Nabukudurussur. The· Belesys of Ctesias, 
the confederate of the Mede, is Nabopola.ssar. In 
both fragments Nabopola.ssar, whom the king of the 
Assyrians sends as a viceroy or general to Babylonia, 
and whose rule over Babylonia begins with the year 
625 B.O., resolves to rebel against the king of Assyria; 
with this object he enters into a league with the king 
or satrap, i. e. the Assyrian viceroy of Media, who in 
Abydenus and Polyhistor is called Astyages. • In both 
fragments Nabopola.ssar marries his son Nebuchad
nezzar to Amubea or Amyite, the daughter of the 
Mede. Astyages was the son of Cyaxares of Media, 
who began to reign in the year 593 B.G. Hence in 
both fragments the father must be put in the place of 
the son, just as in Herodotus the Nabopola.ssar of 
Polyhistor must be put in the place of Labynetus. 

I 8ynce1L "ChJon,.!' P. 2:0, ed.. Bonn. 
• Aadahag is tile ArmeuiaD farm in tile AlmetUaD E .... bi .... 
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The invasion of the Sacm certa.i.rily gave the most 
severe blow to the Assyrian kingdom: it reached the 
native territory, and broke the cohesion of the kingdom. 
The lands previously subjugated could not be pro-- _ 
tected, and therefore could not be maintained. We 
found above, that about the year 625 B.C., the Soom 
marched through Syria to the borders of Egypt. It 
is also certain, from the canon of Ptolemy, that it wafl 
tha king of Assyria who suceeeded Assurbanipal on 
the throne in 626 B.C., who named Nabopo1assar his 
viceroy in Babylon, in order to protect Babyloniil. 
against the Sacm. Nabopo1assar cannot have entered 

. into a league with Cyaxares of Media; Babylonia can-
not have broken with Assyria; the rebellion against 
Saraaus cannot have taken place, till Cyaxares was 
again master in his own land and the Sacm were 
driven out of Media, whether this expulsion took place 
as recorded in Herodotus or in some· other way. That 
Nabopolassar felt himself called upon to draw the 
league with MeJia as close as possible is cltlar from 
. the fact that he at the same time married his son to 
the daughter of the king of Media. And he not only 
. bronght about this marriage, he did away with the 
war between Media and Lydia, and established an 
alliance between the royal families of the two nations. 
This war must be placed before the destruction of 
Assyria; had it not been necessary to set the forces of 
Media free against Assyria, the prince of Babylon 
would have had no interest in reconciling the' dif
ferences between Lydia and Babylonia. After the 
destruction of Assyria it would have been much more 
advisable for Babylon that MeJia, whose power sur
passed that of Babylonia, should be engaged elsewhere. 
This conclusion is confirmed by the eclipse which 
separated the armilll! of the Lydians and the Med~ in 
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the sixth year of the war, in the miJdle of a battle 
(p. 260). This took place in the year 610 B.C.' The 
war between Cyaxares of Media and Alyattes of Lydia 
must therefore have begun in the year 615 B.C. 

But what caused Media to be at war with the dis
tant land of Lydia 1 We must assume that Cyaxares 
first succeeded in setting his land free from tho hordes 
of the &ere. Ho availed himself of this to give aid 
to the lands bordering on the west of Media, the 

. Armenians and Cappadocians, against the RaIIle pluu
doring tribes; to exhibit himself there 88 a liberator 
from the Sacre; and, at the same time, 88 a liberator 
from the dominion of the Assyriana. In this way he 
quickly advanced the borders of Media to the Halys. 
Here he came upon the Lydians, who on their part had 
made use of the convulsion and confusion which had 
been caused by the advance of the Cimmerians 88 fur 
as the western shore of Asia Minor, to extend their 
dominion over Pbrygia 88 fur 88 the HaIya. As the 

, As .... haw theclwice.behraen the twoec1ipeea ol610 &lid 684 BAl. 
the praCenmee _ be gina to ~ ol610 B.CI. Wbme the bettie ... 
~ bet..- the Kedeo &lid Lydiaao .... do DOt bow; but we do 
bow ~ in the ,..,. 684 8.0. Cyauzaa &lid Nabopol.asou ....... DO 

longer aImI.. H we replaee u.- """"'" by Astyags &lid Nolnwbad
~ the eIWdnm ol the priD.- ... ho OOlIcludo pe8CII &lid 
aIIiaoee .... espraIiIlyllS1lUld 08 theparlieo~in ~ 
Asty1Igea had DO acm. !ilDoveh had faJIen long beIore 684 8.0., &lid Baby
lonia would DOt haw had the __ intereo& in bringing about .. pe8CII 

betw-. Lydia &lid Kedi&. On the _trary, Net-Wwdn"'RAl', ... ho 
had erected IIIlCh _ forti1icatioDa againa Jiedia, in ord« to 
...,..... his 0WI1 ... eab.Ir kingdom againa any attacks ol the MediaD 
power. would oaly haTe '- too glad to keep Iledia engaged in the 
W ... by the coolimumce ol the Lydiaa ....... Ye& ~ u ...... 
question ol the _ ol Lydia in the in_ ol Babylonia """"'" be 
aupported in the face of the -u.m of Herodotus, ~ the fortune ol 
........ _ equaL As the dateo gina by lIen>dotua b the..,;gu. ol 
tile Lydiaa kiDga haw to be repIa<ed by u.... of Eaaobi118 (below. 
Chapter 17), the dating of tile begimUDg ol the ... al the ,..,. 
616 8.0. would a1lmr the lint u.- ,... to laD in the nip of 
SodJllUeo; ba& in tIUe there .. DO diJIIcaltJ. 
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war between him and the Lydians commences in the 
year 615 B.O., Cyaxares must have mastered the &ere 
in Media as early as the year 620 B.O. The dominion 
of the Scythians in Asia, which Herodotus represents 
as lasting 28 years, is thus narrowed down to a short 
ten years-or indeed to eight years, tbe number given 
by Justin. From this point-the liberation of Media 
from the Sacre, i.6. about, 620 B.O.,-we have to fix 
not only the advance of Cyaxares to the West, but his 
league with Nabopolaaaar of Babylon, and the marriage 
of his daughter to Nabopolaaaar's son must be put about 
the same time. Wben Nabopolassar had arranged 
the peace between Media and Lydia, which fixed the 
Halys as the border of the two kingdoms, Aryanis, 
the daughter of Alyattes, is married to the son of 

. Cyaxares (610 B.O), Media and Babylonia, Cyaxares 
and Nabopolassar, unite their forces against Assyria. 

On the ruins of ChaJah, in the south-east corner of 
the terrace, on which stand the palaces of the kings 
of Asshur, to the south of the ruins of the house of 
Samsi-Bin III. (II. 325), are the remains of a not 

. very extensive building; some bricks bear the in
scription: "I Assur-idil-ili, king of the nations, king 
of the land of Asshur, son of Assurbanipal, king of 
the nations, king of the land of Asshur, son of Esar
haddon, king of Asshur. I caused bricks and beams 
to be prepared for the building of the house of salva
tion, situated at Chalah: for the life of my soul I 
did this." 1 Another inscription of Assur-idil-ili men
tions his restoration of the temple of Nebo at Chalah." 

·Hence we must assume that Assur-idil-ili, the son of 
Assurbanipal, ascended the throne of Assyria. after the 
death of his father, in the year 626 B.O.; that i1> is he 
who is called Saraeus in Polyhistor, who appointed 

I E. Schrader, ux. A. T.," s. 233. t G. Smith, "Disc.," p. 344. 
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Nabopolassar viceroy of Babylonia, in order to main
tain Babylon against the SamB; and that about the 
year 620 B.C. the latter broke away from Assnr-idil-ili. 
Yet from a broken tablet of Assur-idil-ili, recently 
discovered, we sball gather that he did not ascend the 
throne immediately after his father's death, but later;1 
and the opinion is held that the immediate successor 
of Assnrbanipal was Bel-zakir-iskun, whose name 
occurs in a cylinder found at Kuyundshik. The 
name of the father of this king is broken off; and he 
is only placed immediately after Assnrbanipal because 
he styles himself, not only killg of Assyria, but also 
king of Sumir and Accad. S But are there not numerous 
instances to prove that titles of dominion are retained 
after the lands which they denote as subject have long 
been lost! Lastly, in two fragmentary tablets the 
name of Cyaxares is supposed to be concealed in the 
form Castarit. The first fragment mentions Esar
haddon and Castarit, the lord of the city of Carcassi, 
beside Mamiti-arsu, the lord of the city of the Medea. 
At the vcry earliest, Cyax&rCs of Media cannot have 
been born when Esarhaddon died. The secoud frag
ment speaks of a hundred days of prayer and thanks
giving, because Castarit with his warriors, and the 
warriors of the Cimmerians, and the warriors of the 
Manniu, had taken the towns of Khartam and Kissassu. 
But here alee the inseription BCCIIlB to be speaking of 
another period, and indeed of conflicts from the days 
of Esarhaddon, when the Cimmerians set foot on the 
80uthem shore of the Black Sea; and I wonld not, on, 
this aecount, allow myself to be led astray, even if a 
third tablet, supposed to narrate the same cirC\UlUltanOOl, , 

. should mention Castarit as a prince of the Medes. a 

1 G. Smith, 1«. ci1. p. 382. • G. Smith, kx:. ci1. p. 382. 
• Sayee, .. IlabyloD. Lilleratute," p. 79, 1ttJ'i. 
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Of the incidents of the war, which Cyaxares and 
Nabopolassar commenced in the year 609 B.C. a.ga.in.st 
Assyria, we have no account. According to the songs 
of the Medes, which lie at the base of the account of 
Ctesias, it continued three years; many severe battleB 
were fought, with varying fortune, ·before Nineveh 
could be invested. The capture of the city was finally 
achieved, because the Tigris carried away a portion 
of the city walls. When Xenophon marched past 
Chalah, which he calls Larissa, 200 years after the fall 
of Nineveh, and found long strips of wall 120 feet high 
still standing, he was informed that the king of the 
Persians, when he took the dominion from the Medes, 
could not by any means capture the lofty and strong 
walls of this city of the Medes (II. 16). A cloud hid 
the sun, and made the city invisible till the inhabit
ants had left it; and thus it was taken. At that time 
the queen of the Medes :fled to Mespila (the name 
given by Xenophon to Nineveh), where he saw the 
walls still standing of the height of 150 feet. This 
city the king of the Pp.rsians could not take, either by 
len~h of siege or by storm, till Zeus had dazed the 
inhabitants by lightning: then the city was taken. 1 

The memory of the Assyrian kingdom had at that 
time so entirely disappeared, that Xenophon's guides' 
could put the Medes in the place of the Persians, the 
Persians in the place of the Medes, and the king of 
the Persians in the place of Cyaxares. In Abydenus 
we are told, after the excerpt of Eusebius: Nabo
polassar (Bussalossorus), after marrying his son to the 
daughter of the king of the Medes, marched against 
Nineveh. Ii When Sameus heard of this, he burnt 
himself and the royal citadel"·. Polyhistor, following 
the excerpt of Syncellus, tells us: Nabopolassar, sent 

1 It Anab. U 3, 4, 1-9. I Euseb. u ChroD~" L, p. 37, eeL Schone. 
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out by Saracus as a leader of his army, turned against 
his master, and marched against Nineveh. In fear of 
his approacb, Saracus burnt himself with his palace. 1 

Strabo tells us: co Nineveh was destroyed soon after 
the break up of the dominion of the Medcs."· At the 
year 607 B.C., Eusebius and Hieronymus observe: 
co Cyaxares the Mede destroys Nineveh." 

" Because ABBhur was high of growth," such are the 
words of Jehovah in the prophet Ezekiel, co and sbot 
up his top, and his heart was lifted up in its height, 
I have delivered him into the hand of the mighty one 
of the nations that he may deal with him at his 
pleasure; I have driven him out for his wickedneBB. 
And strangers, tbe terrible of the nations, have cut 
him off and cast him away. Upon the mountains 
and in all vallies his branches are faIleD, and his 
boughs are broken by all the rivers in the land. All 
the people from the earth are gone down from his 
sbadowand bave left him. Upon his fallen trunk the 
fowls of the heaven remain, and all the beasts of the 
field shall be upon his branches. I made the nations 
to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him 
down to hell with those that de&lCnd into the pit. In 
that day I caused a mourning, and restrained the Hooda 
round him; the great waters were stayed; I caused 
Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the 
field lamented him.. Asshur's grave is made in the 
depth of the pit, round about are the graves of his 
host; all of them slain, fallen by the sword, which 
caused terror in the land of the living:" 

Media stood triumphant over the kingdom which 
,had so long ruled over Hither Asia and the western 

eJge of Iran; Bahylon was victorions over the hranch 
J synooll, .. CItron." p. 396. ell. 1IomJ. • Strabo, p. 737. 
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which had grownup out of her own root, had far 
surpassed the mother-stem, and had struck home the 
mother-country in many a tough struggle. Babylon 
had suffered far more heavily than Media. At last 
retribution had come. Chalah and Nineveh, which 
had received the tribute of the nations for so many 
years, which had seen so many vanquished princes, so 
many embassies of subjugated lands in their walls, were 
annihilated. And not the ancient cities only, but the 
condition of the Assyrian nation must have been 
severely smitt.en by this war of annihilation. Often 
as Babylon had been overthrown by the Assyrians
even though mastered by Cyrus-she still was able 
to rise repeatedly in stubborn rebellion against the 
Achremenids: Elam repeatedly attempted to regain her 
old independence; but of the native land of Assyria, 
-which after the fall of Nineveh beeame a part of Mlldia, 
and passed with Media under the dominion of-the 
Persians, we hear only once that the Assyrians, with 
the Armenians, rebelled against king Darius. But 
the picture of Behistun, which mentions the double 
rebellion of Babylon, the three rebellions of Elam 
against Darius, and exhibits the conquered leaders of 
these nations, is silent on the rebellion of the Assyrians 
and Armenians: it was not of enough importance to 
be mentioned. 

The low rnin heaps of Nineveh (Kuyundshik, Nebbi 
Yunus, and Khorsabad), of Chalah (Nimrud), and 
Asahur (Kileh Shergat), washed down as they are by 
streams of rain, have yet preserved for us the remains 
of the buildings and palaces of the kings of Asshur, 
from the days of Samsi-Bin I., Tiglath Pilcsar I., 
Shalmanesar I., down to Assur-idil-ili. Set on fire at 
the time of destruction, the wooden roofs of the palaces 
were reduced to cinders, and fell in upon the floor of 
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the chambers, where portions of them are still to be 
found. The upper parts of the .brick-walls were then 
wIIBhed down by wind and rain, and covered the lower 
part of the rooms. Even where the fire did not 
spread, the beams of the roofs at length broke down, 
the upper layers of the bricks on the walls were 
gradually wIIBhed down, and raised the floors of the 
chambers, lIB well lIB the ground immediately surround
ing them. By this process the palaces of Nineveh, 
Chalah, and Dur Sarrukin, were changed into heaps 
of earth. But while the upper part of the buildings 
buried the lower in their ruins, the lower part, with 
all the inscriptions and sculptures contained in it, WIIB 
saved from further destruction; and these UJltiightly 
heaps have preserved to us the civilisation and the 
characteristicS of the Assyrians, as truly as the lofty 
monuments and rock tombs on the Nile have pre
l!erved the picture of ancient Egypt, though' they do 
not present the same breadth, and extend in the same 
way to every side of life. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EGYPT UNDER PSAMMETICHUS AND NECRO. 

ACCORDING to the account of Herodotus, a blind man 
from the city of Anysis, and bearing the same name 
as his city, ruled over Egypt at the time when Sabakon 
marched through the country. He retired before the 
Ethiopians into the marshes, and fled to an island 
ealled Elbo. The island measured ten stades in every 
direction, and thither, in obedience to his command, 
the Egyptians by turns secretly brought him nourish
ment. When fifty years had expired from the tinto 
that he made himself master of Egypt, Sabakon saw in 
a dream a man who bade him summon all the priests 
of Egypt, and cause each to be cut into two pieces. 
Then Sabakon said that the' gods had announced to 
him by this vision that he would by some evil deed 
bring upon himself severe punishment Croni the gods 
or Crom men. Such a dced he would not commit: 
the time had passed which was allotted to him for the 
rule of Egypt; an oracle in Ethiopia had aunounced 
to him that he would rule over Egypt for fifty years. 
As this period was now completed, Sabakon volun
tarily retired from Egypt, the blind man returned 
from the island of Elbo, and reigned as before. He 
was followed by the priest, Sethos, against' whom 
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Sennacherib, the king of the Arabians and Assyrians, 
marched, but the god of Memphis saved him by send
ing field mice into the camp (p. 141). After the 
death of Sethos the Egyptians became free, but as 
they could not live without a king they elected twelve 
kings, and divided Egypt into twelve pl.\ltB. These 
twelve kings contracted family alliances. with each 
other, and agreed that none of the twelve should ~ck 
greater possessions than another, or attempt to crush 
the others, but that all should be on the best terms 
with each other. They then determined to leave 
behind a common memorial, and with this object 
built the labyrinth on Lake Mceris, and ruled with 
justice. In the course of time it happened that the 
twelve kings were sacrificing together in the temple
for they came in a body to all sacrifices-and when at 
the close of the sacrifice they poured libations, the 
high priest brought only eleven of the golden goblets 
from whieh they were wont to pour libations, instead 
of twelve. 'The last in the list at this sacrifice was 
Psammetichns of &is, whose father Nacho had been 
killed by Sabakon. He had himself fled to Syria, to 
escape Sabakon, but after the retirement of the Ethiop
ians he had been brought back by the inhabitants of the 
canton of Sais. As no goblet was left for him, he took the 
brazen helmet from his head and poured the lihation 
from that. Then the rest of the princes remembered 
a prophecy given to them at the very beginning of 
their reign,-that whosoever among them should pour 
a libation out of a brazen goblet should be king over 
all Egypt. Mindful of this oracle the kings were Dot 
inclined to punish Psammetichus with death, because 
they found on inquiry that he had not used his 
helmet with premeditation; but they took from him 
the greater part of his power, confined him to the 
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marshes, and bade him not to leave them or trouble 
himself about the rest of Egypt. Perceiving that 
injustice was done to him, Psammetichus bethought 
him how to avenge himself on those who had driven 
him ou.t; and when he inquired of the oracle ofButo 
he received the answer, " Vengeance would come from 
the sea, when the brazen men appeared." Psamme
tichus did not believe the oracle. But IOllians and 
Carians, who had taken ship for plunder, were driven 
out of their course to Egypt. When they got on the 
shore in their brazen annour, an Egyptian announced 
to Psammetichus that brazen men who were come from 
the sea were laying waste the plains. Then Psamme
tichus saw that the oracle was fulfilled. He received the 
Iomans and Carians in a friendly manner, and induced 
them by great promises to stay with him. And with 
these, and the Egyptians who were on his side to help. 
him, he conquered the rest of the kings, and became 
lord over all Egypt.' 

Diodorua gives us a similar account. He cele
brates the gentle and wise rule of the Ethiopian 
Sabakon, and then continues. "His piety is shown 
by his conduct in consequence of a dream, and his resig
nation of the throne. The god of Thebes appeared to 
him in a Uream, and said that he could not govern 
Egypt prosperously and for long uuless he collected all 
the priests and cut each into two parts, and marched 
between the parts with hie body-guard. As this 
dream appeared frequently, he summoned the priests, 
and said to them, that he should displease the god if 
he remained lODger in the land, or he would never 
have advised such an act in a dream. He preferred 
to retire while pure from that guilt, and leave his 
future to fortune rather than to rule over all Egypt 

, Herod. 2, 137ft; 147ft. 



JIBSYRIA. 

the sixth year of the war, in the middle oi a battle 
. (p. 260). This took place in the year 610 B.C.' Tile 
war between Cyaxares of Media and Alyattes of Lydia 
must therefore have begun in the year 615 B.C. 

But what caused Media to be at war with the dis
tant land of Lydia t We must assume that Cyaxares 
first succeeded in setting his land free from the hordes 
of the &ere. He availed himself of this to give aid 
to the lands bordering on the west of Media, the 

. Armenians and Cappadocians, against the llame plun
dering tribes j to exhibit himself there 88 a liher~tor 
from the Sacre j and, at the same time, 88 a liberator 
from the dominion of the Assyriall& In this way he 
quickly advanced the borders of Media to the Halys. 
Here he came upon the Lydians, who on their part had 
made use of the convulsion and confusion which had 
been caused by the advance of the Cimmerians 88 far 
as the western shore of Asia Minor, to extend their 
dominion over Phrygia 88 far as the HaIys. Aa the 

I As .... him! the choice.~ the two ecli~ of 610 au! 68f 8.Q. 
the praference m1l8t be giftIl to that of 610 B.CI. Where the b&UIe .... 
fought ~ the Jledes aDd Lydiau ... do DOt bow; bid .. do 
bow that in the r- 68f La. Cyauno au! Nabopoluoar were DO 
longer aIive.. H we replaee tbNe _ by Astyagee au! Nebuclwl-
~ the cbiIdrao of the priDcoo who ClOIICIudo ,..... aDd 
a1IiaDce .... expna1yll8Dled .. the parliee 0<IldndiDg in llIIIrriap-tmd 
Astyagee had DO ...... l .. inneh had falJeu long before 68f a.a. ,aDd Baby
lonia would DOt haft had the Ieut interM in bringing &bout ,. ,..... 
~ Lydia aDd Iledia. On the eoatnzy, NebncJu.druwar, who 
had erected ouch _ fortili<:aIioaa agaiDat Kedia, in order to 
........ his 0WJl w..w.. kingdom against any ottacb of the Hediaa 
poftI'. would oaIy haft bean toe gIod to keep 1fedia engaged in the 
W .. by the COIlIimuoJce of the Lydim war. YeI; that it ...... 
queoIion of the ........ of Lydia in the interM of Bebykmia ....- he 
8tlpporled in the Iilee of the ...n:ion of Herodotus, that the foRaDe of 
&mill .... equal. As the daa giftIl by IIeoodotaa k the ..,;gus of 
the L"tiaD kingB haft to be replaced by the-. of 1!aooIJi.- (below, 
Chapte. 17), the daIiDg of the begilmiDg til the _ iii the J"R 
615 ao. would aIIatr the lin& tmea J80D to ran in the nip of 
~; bid in t;his u.... io _ oIi8ioalty. 
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war between him and the Lydians commences in the 
year 615 B.c., Cyaxares must have mastered the Sac:e 
in Media as early as the yeaz: 620 B.C. The dominion 
of the Scythians in Asia, which Herodotus represents 
as lasting 29 yeam, is thus JllIm)wed down to a short 
ten yea.rB--«" indeed to eight years, tbe nnmber given 
by Justin. From this point-the liberation of Media 
from the Sac:e, i. II. about; 620 B.c.,-we have to fix 
Dot only the advance of Cyaxares to the West, but his 
league with Nabopolassar of Babylon. and the marriage 
of his daughter to Nabopolassar's BOn must be put about 
tbe same time. When Nabopolassar had a.rran.,oed 
the peace between Media aud Lydia, which fixed the 
Halys as the border of the two kingdOInB, Aryanis, 
the daughter of AlyatteB, is married to the BOn of 
Cyaxares (610 B.c), Media and Babylonia, Cyaxares 
and Nabopolassar, unite their forces against Assyria. 

On the ruins of Chalah, in the BOuth-east comer of 
the terrace, on which stand the palaces of the kings 
of Asshur, to the BOUth of the ruins of the h01lli6 of 
Samsi-Bin IlL (II. 325), are the remains of a not 
very extensive bnilding; BOme bricks bear the in
acription: "I Aasur-idil-ili, king of the nations, king 
of the land of Asshur, BOU of Assurbanipal, king of 
the nations, king of the land of Asshur, BOn of Esar
haddon. king of Asshur. I C31Ili6d bricks and beams 
to be prepared for the building of the h01lli6 of aalva
tion, sitnated at Cbalah: for the life of my BOnl I 
did this. " I Another inacription of Assnr-idil-ili men
tions his restoration of the temple of Nebo at Cbalah.t 

·Hence we must 8&--ume that Assur-idil·ili, the BOn of 
Assnrbanipal, ascended the throne of Assyria after the 
death of his father, in the year 626 ac.; that it. is he 
who is called Saracue in Polyhietor, who appointed 

1 B. Sehnder, .. K. A. T.,- a. 233. • G. Smith, .. Disc.,- p. 3H. 
YOLo DL tr 
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equality and fricndship, as Herodotus supposcs, nor 
did the twelve leading princes make themsel~cs kings 
as Herodotus supposes. Still less did they rule Egypt 
in comlJlon; least of all could they erect the structure 
on Lake Mreris, the temple of Amenemha III., for it 
had already been in existence fifteen centuries (I. 100). 
It is the twenty vaaaal princes, whom Esarhaddon and 
Assurbanipal set up over Egypt-among whom must 
have been represented some of the dynastic familics 
which rose under the Pharaohs of Bubastis and Tanis 
-out of whom the Egyptians have constructed thc 
twelve kings. 

Among these princes, by means of the Assyrians, 
Necho and his son Psammetichus rose into power. It 
was Esarhaddon who entrusted to Necho the govern
ment of Memphis and Sajs, If Herodotus states that 
Sabakon put Necho, the father of Psammetichus, to 
death, the inscriptions of Assurbanipal prove the con
trary. It must, therefore, have been the grandfather of 
Psammetiehus, the Nechepsus of Manetho, who suffered 
this fate, and he must have suffered at the hands of Tir
hak&,' and not at the hands of Sabakon,' The flight of 
Psammetiehus before Sabakon into Syria, which Hero
dotus relates, cannot have taken place till Tirhaka's time. 
In the account given by Herodotus only so much can 
be regarded as certain as is also clear from Manetho's 
li~, e, that Necho and Psammetiehus belonged to the 
district of &is. Though raised by Esarhaddon, Neeho 
began, after the death of that prince and the first cam
paign of Assurbanipal to Egypt, to join in a conspiracy 
with Tirhaka in connection with two of his fellow
vassals, He was taken prisoner and carried to Ninevch, 
but received pardon, and was, at any rate, again placed 
over &is. His lIOn, who had assumed the Assyrian 

I lLmetIw'. W4 .... ould pu1 the cJoath of Nechepaua in 872 LC, 
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name of Neboshezban, received the canton of Athribis. 
Necho died towards the year 664 B.C. ; his son succeeded 
him in the administration of the district of Sais. Tcn 
or twelve years afterwards (653 B.C.l ), apparently 
availing himself of the dissension which broke out in 
the royal house of Assyria, the rebellion of Samul
Bum-ukin against his brother, he undertook to liberate 
Egypt from the dominion of the Medes, and at tIle 
same time to make himself master of Egypt. As to 
the manner in which this was done, and the means of 
doing it, we have no information beyond very scanty 
facts, suppositions, and conclusions. We saw above, 
from the inscriptions of ABBurbanipal, that Psamme
tichus acted in concert with Gyges of Lydia, that 
" Gyges sent his power to aid him in breaking off the 
yoke of the Assyrians" (po 170). The Ionians and 
Carians in brazen armour, in Herodotus, who come 
up from the sea, were thus the soldiers whom Gyges 
sent over the sea. He could only send his auxiliaries 
or Ionian veS8els; and that he was in close com
bination with Carians will be made clear below. This 
fact does not make it at all impossible that Psamme. 
tichus before he revolted did not on his part gain the 
favour of the Ioniaus and Phenicians by opening the 
harbours of his canton, and favouring their trade, as 
Diodorus states (p. 298). This would give the har
bour cities of the Greeks in Asia Minor sufficient 
reason to support strongly the rising of Psammetichus. 
For the independent support of Psammetichus by the 
Ionian cities of Asia Minor we have evidence in a 
statement of Strabo, according to which thirty ships 

1 Above, p. 171 ft., where the grounda for this date are given. 
According to the statement of Diodorua, the anarchy after the 
Ethiopians Ia.eted two years, the Dodecarchy 16 years. If Esarhaddon 
conquered Egypt in 672 B.O., 17 yeare bring no to the year 655 B.o. lUI 
the beginning of the defection from Aeeyria. 
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from MilctU8 were active in the cause of Psamme
tichus, and also the position afterwards assigned to the 
Ionians in Egypt nnder the reign of PsammetichuB. 
The ships of the Milesians are said to have conquered 
Iuarus, i. e. no doubt one of the princes who opposed 
the rising of Psammetichus, in a naval engagement on 
the Nile.' 

Beyond this we have no further information about 
the course of the struggle, and its duration. Beside 
Inams·we have the name of one other opponent of 
Psammetichus, Tementhes. S We do not know whether 
all the vassals oC Assyria ranged themselves against 
Psammetioous, or whether some of th_ princes 
followed his leadership against Aasyria and the de
pendants of ABByria. We do not know whether he had 
merely to contend against his own :Ccllow-princes or 
against ABByrian garrisons also, and ABByrian :Corccs. 
According to Polyrenus the decisive battle took place 
in the neighbourhood 0:C Memphis, five stadia from 
the 'city, near the temple oC Isis; Diodorns puts the 
battle-field at Momemphis in the western Ddta, 
between the Canopic arm of the Nile and the Mareotie 
Lake. It is remarkable that the decisive battle should 
have been :Cought so tar to the west, near the bordl..T 
of Libya, but it is not impossible. !lut we must not 
overlook the fact. that according to Herodotus, a later 
decisive b.'lttle took pJace at Momemphis-and from 
the circumstances it is clear that this battle must have 
been fought there-so that a confusion between the 
two is not impossible. 

We do not know what claim Psammetichus could 
make to the sovereignty of Egypt besides the sum
mons to the liberation from Assyria, and the accom
plishment of this liberation. His £amily belonged to 

I Strabo, P. SOl. • Polyam. "SIzateg.," 7, 30. 



EGYPT UNDER PSAMMETlCHUS AND NECHO. 303 

the· canton of Sais, from which, in previous times, 
Tnephachtus and Bocchoris had sprung. It would 
be possible that the house of Nacho was in some 
lOnnection with these princes, that Nacho and Psam
:netichus were successors or descendants of Tnephac
GUS. From this we may explain the story that the 
hlind king, who fied before Sabakon i4to the marshes, 
recovered the throne after the retirement of the 
Ethiopians, and also the persecution which Necho 
and Psammetichus had to undergo from the Ethio
pians. From such a connection we could also explain 
the fact that Nacho took the part of Assyria against 
Tirhaka in the campaign of Esarhaddon, ana: received 
in reward from' Esarhaddon the government of 
Meml'his and Bais. The subsequent conspiracy of 
Necho with Tirhaka, when the latter had been driven 
back to Napata, would then show that Necho had 
attempted first to drive out the Etl:iopians by the 
Assyrians, and then tbe Assyrians by the Ethiopians, 
and liberate Egypt by using one against the other. 
However this may be, Psammetichus, when liberat. 
ing Egypt from Assyria, succeeded also in removing 
and destroying the dynastic families, which had risen 
up sincc the times of the Pharaohs of Bubastis 
and Tanis, and had maintained themselves under 
the Ethiopians and Assyrians, though in diminished 
importance and with a change in the position of 
their families. Thus Psammetichus accomplished 
Ghe work which Tnephachtlis began and Bocchoris 
was unable to carry on and maintain. According 
to the indications of an Egyptian inscription, Psam
mctichus strengthened his royal position by taking to 
wife Shabanatep, the heiress of a dynasty of Thebes. 
She was, apparently, the danghter of a prince Pianchi, 
who must have governed the canton of Thebes under 
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Sabakon, and of Ameniritis, the sister of Sabakon, 
whom he gave to Pianchi to wife.! 

The independence of Egypt was won. Mter a 
foreign rule of nearly 80 years (on the lowest cal
culation the Ethiopians had ruled for 58 years, and 
the Assyrians nearly 20), Egypt was again her own 
·mistress, and ,?beyed a king taken from her midst. 
But every one must have made up hiS mind to see new 
armies marching from the Tigris to the Nile, as soon 
as the rebellion of Samul-sum-ukin was crushed, and 
Assurbanipal's hands were free. The question was, 
whether Egypt's power was equal to such a struggle. 
Psammetichus was not put to this trial Mter tbe 
capture of Babylon, Assurbanipal turned the full 
weight of his arms to the subjugation and destruction 
of Elam. The new confliet must have appeared un
avqidable when AssurbruiipaI. about the year 643 B.C., 

punished the Arabian tribes on the borders of the 
Ammonites and Moabites. If he still omitted the 
attack on Egypt he must have regarded his forces as 
insufficient for the purpose, or they must have been 
seriously occupied. in another direetion. We may 
assume with tolerable certainty that it was the union 
of the Median tribes by Phraortes, the son of Deioces, 
and their combination with the Persiaus, which drcw 
Assnrbanipal back to the. East, and kept him there. 
According to the statement of Herodotus, already 
considered, Psammetichus on his side advanced to the 
offensive beyond his own borders towards Syria. This 

1 On the side of the alaboater statue of Ameniritio, which .... dug up 
in a chapelu Karnak. we find UDder the oame: .. The regent of the 
South and the North, the royal.uter of-the royal daoghterof-" 
the Da11UlII are chiselled 01& Bm. Scazaboeoo of Gumah informa 118: 
., Ameoiritis, (lOddeoo, CODaon, daughter of Kaohta;" and 1egeudo in 
the place ,.here the statues were fouud run th1I8: "The royal .uter of 
:aa......ne (Sabakon), the royal daughter of Kaohta, the jwot.." 
Mariette, "Revue ArchaloIog." N.B. 1863, P. 4111, 419. 
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war of Psammetichus in Syria, and the supposed long 
conflict for Ashdod, can only mean that Psammetichus 
attempted to bring the cities of the Philistines, and 
especially those of the desert, into his hands, in order 
to make the march through the desert, which must 
commence from this point, impossihle, or at any rate 
difficult, for the Assyrians. Here also we are ignorant 
whether Psammetichus had to contend with the 
Philistines alone or with the Assyrian forces also: 
this only is clear, that he could not besiege Ashdod 
before Gaza and Ascalon were in his hands. If Psam
metichus was really moved to this war by the object we 
impute to him, we must put the war in the period in 
which there was still danger to be apprehended from 
the Tigris: i. e. in the decade from 640 to 630 B.C. 

According to this, the impossible 29 years which Hero
dotus allows to the siege of Ashdod must be reduced 
to nine years, just as we had to cut down the 28 years 
which he gives for the dominion of the Scythians in 
Hither Asia to about ten years. But in the advance 
of these Scythians towards Egypt (in the year 625 
B.C.), described by Herodotus, he does not tell us that 
Ashdod, Ascalon, or Gaza, were subject to Psamme
tichus; he represents the Scythians as passing beyond 
the cities of the Philistines to the borders of Egypt, 
where Psammetichus, by gifts and entreaties, induces 
them to desist from any further advance, and turn 
back to Syria. If the war of Psammetichus in Syria 
is placed after the incursion of the Scythians, i. e. in 
the last fifteen years of his reign, another event shortly 
to be mentioned will have also to be placed at the end 
of his reign,-an event which must certainly have 
belonged to a previous period In no case did 
Psammetichus obtain success in Syria. If his suc
cessor bad to conquer Gaza, i. e. the city nearest 

VOL, 10. It 
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Egypt, it is obvious that Psammetichu8 maintained 
none of these border cities, though one or" other may 
have been brought for a time into his power. 

Egypt had been liberated and restored, but not by 
her own power. We saw that even from the times 
of the later RameBBida the military power of Egypt 
had been replaced by foreign mercenaries, especially 
by Libyans; that the house of the Pharaohs of 
Bubastis owed its rise to the command of these troops. 
We saw how under these Pharaohs, and those of 
the succeeding house of Tanis, the leaders of these 
troops became hereditary lords of the districts-how 
these dynasties summoned the Ethiopians against 
Tnephachtus and Bocehoris, and then others, including 
Necho and Psammetichus, joined Assyria against the 
Ethiopians. Before the reign of Sabakon it was chiefly 
Libyans on whom the 'power of the princes rested; 
under Sabakon, Sevechus, and Tirhaka it was the 
Ethiopians who supported the authority of the crown ; 
and in the same way Psammetichus suceeeded in break
ing loose from Assyria, and establishing his authority 
in Egypt, and on the throne of the Pharaohs, mainly by 
strangers and mercenaries, by Ionians and Carians. 
Psammetichus could not do without them. In his 
internal administration they were required to keep 
down the overthrown dynastic families, and he needed 
them to protect his kingdom from without. His eleva.
tion, the foundation of his power, the restoration of 
Egypt, rested on the attempt to establish Egypt and his 
own crown, as against Ethiopia and Assyria, on a third 
external power, the mariners of the north. Psam
metichus therefore was compelled to give preference 
to Ionians and Carians over the native soldiers, the 
warrior caste, who, under the dominion of the kings 
of Napata, must obviously have received a considerable 
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addition of Ethiopians from the native land of the 
kings. In the Syrian war also, a:' Diodoms tells us, 
the Ionians and. Carians received the place of honour 
on the right wing, in the order of battle. The Ioniaus 
and Carians were entrusted with the protection of the 
eastern border, the most important border of the king
dom. There they were placed in a standing camp, on 
the Pelusic arm of the Nile; on one bank was the 
camp' of the Ionians, on the other the camp of the 
Carians.l These Ionians and Carians-their numbers 
under the successors of Psammetichus reached 30,000' 
men-received valuable allotments of land, and were 
so handsomely treated that the prophet Jeremiah 
compares them to "stall-fed oxen." 2 They had also 
to educate Egyptians in their language, their customs, 
and their mode of war: Psammetichus placed in their 
hands Egyptian boys for education and training, and 
caused even his own sons to be instructed in Greek.8 

The old warrior caste was limited to the protection of 
the southern and western borders against Napata and 
the Libyans, the border service at Elephantine and 
Marea. 

The marked preference shown to the new troops as 
opposed to the old could not be without an effect on 
the latter. Jealousy and hatred were unavoidable. 
But they attempted no rebellion. Curiously enough, 
a considerable portion of the old warrior caste con
tented themselves with abandoning Egypt. Hero
dotus tells us: '! The Egyptians who for years had 
kept guard at Elephantine were not relieved. They 
consulted together, and unanimously came to the 
conclusion to revolt from Psammetichus, and retire to 
Egypt, being in number 240,000. PsammetichuB 

I Herod. 2, 164. 
• DiocL 1, 67. X.{,ptrll roU.J)., tcoTfCAJJPO{,X'In. Jerem. xlvi. 21. 
• HQrOd. 2, 112, 164; Diod. 1,67. 
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pursued them, and entreated them on Inany grounds 
not to desert their wives and children, and the gods 
'of the land. Then one of the soldiel'B exposed himself, 
and said, that for men there would he no lack of wives 
and children. When they arrived in Ethiopia they 
put themselves at the service of the king, who bade 
them drive out the Ethiopians with whom he was at 
variance, and take their land." This was done, and 
the emigrants dwelt on the Nile, 112 days' journey to 
the south of Elephantine.1 Diodorus tells us: "Dis
pleased at the preference shown to the mercenaries, the 
Egyptians, more than 200,000 in number, revolted, 
and marched to Ethiopia with the intention of obtain
ing there a land for themselves. The king fil'Bt sent 
some ofIicel'8 to prevent them: when these availed 
nothing he hastened after them on ship with his most 
trusted followers. The soldiel'B marched up the Nile, 
and had already crossed the bordel'B of Egypt, when 
Psantmetichus entreated them to alter their minds, 
and reminded them of their father-land, their wives 
and chilclren. Then they struck their lances on their 
shields, and said that 80 long as they had these they 
would easily find a father-land, and raising their coats 
they said that they should have no lack of wives and 
children. Thus firmly despising what to most men 
seems of the greatest importance, they took the best 
part of Ethiopia for their dwelling, allotting large 
portions of land to each other." According to the 
evidence of Eratosthenes the land of the emigrants 
lay above the confluence of the Astaboras and the 
Nile, on an island south-east of the later Meroe.2 
, I He.od.. 2, 30. 

• Diod. 1, 67; Sttabo, p. 770, 786. Plin. "JIiot. Nat..," 8, 35. 
VoL L p. 14. The _eoi 01 Diodonu repeated in tile text-that 
tile Gteeb had tile right wing-might _ to baTe been bomnred 
from Greek C1I8toma, if Harodotue did "'" toil ... tbei tile emigraDt<I 
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The number 01 the emigrants in this narrative, 
which is obviously part of the tradition of Egypt, is 
of course exaggerated. Manetho gives the same n1l1I1-
ber (240,000) for the Hyksos who emigrated from 
Egypt, and for these emigrants. Even Diodoms found 
a difficulty in this number; he diminished it, and says, 
"more than 200,000." Moreover, in any case, a con
siderable. number of the old military order must have 
remained in Egypt. The successors of Psammetichus, 
who favoured the Greek mercenaries as much as Psam
tnetichus himself, certainly did not increase the native 
military ordt'r, still less did the Persians after their 
conquest of the land. Yet Herodotus tells us that 
about the middle of the fifth century, i. e. more than a 
century and a half after the emigration, the military 
order in Egypt numbered more than 400,000. If the 
number of the emigrants really reached 240,000 men, 
it is inexplicable why so strong a body did not prefer 
to make themselves masters of Egypt, rather than go 
in laborious search of uncertain conquests in distant 
lands. Herodotus' statement that it was the garrison 
at Elephantine which emigrated no doubt leads us in 
the direction of the actual occurrence. This garrison 
cannot have been 240,000 strong, as his narrative 
states; we cannot assume that it was stronger than 
the ordinary border garrison against Syria, i. e. from 
30,000 to 40,000 men. It may have been a part of 
the army, of about this strength, encamped on the 
southern border, which deserted to the king of Napata, 

were Clalled Asma.ch (2, 30), which mea.na standing Cln the left aide of 
the king. The monnmento ahow that the Egyptians denotod the order 
Clf precedence, a.coording to the right and 1eft aide of the king; we find 
bea.rera Clf the tan Cln the right aide and en the left of the king. 
AClClOrding to Brugach, Asma.ch reoJl:r mea.na what is fonnd en the left 
side. Iiliider (" Daa Stroms:retom des obelen Nil." .. 36 ft. 86) aaonmes 
that the sett1ement of the emigrant wa.rricra is to be aooght at .hum. 
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and preferred service with the Ethiopians t~ service 
with Psammetichus. To Psammetichus himself it 
could oulyappear a desirable thing, if the discontented 
elements of the old army left the country. But this 
desertion to the king of Napata added considerably to 
the fighting strength of the latter, and might entice 
him even into an attack on Egypt. The emigration 
could not be hindered by force; it was the garrison in 
charge of the border who were emigrating. To pursue 
. the emigrants with a force was only to be too late, 
and kindle war with Napata. It entirely suits this 
situation that Psammetichus should send after the 
fugitives, and then go in person, in order to induce 
them to return by gracious promises. According as 
the Syrian war of Psammetichus is placed before or 
after the Scythian invasion, this emigration, which in 
Diodorus is a consequence of that war, must be placed 
after the year 630 B.C. or after the year 615 B.C. 

The Greeks were' not favoured in the army only. 
It was part of the political system of Psammetichus 
to open the mouths of the Nile to them and the 
Phenicians, to give them aceess to all the harbours, 
and allow them. the .. unclean" in the view of the 
older Egyptians, to settle on Egyptian soil. The 
Greeks soon came in considerable numbers. The 
Milesians ohtained permission to build a citadel on the 
Bolbitinic mouth, and higher up, at the separation of 
the Bolbitinic and Canopic arms, they built the city of 
Naucratis, the name of which was taken. no doubt, 
from the confiict on the Nile (p. 302). The Phenicians 
obtained a special quarter on the Nile, "the camp of 
the Tyrians," in which t~ erect a temple to the Syrian 
goddess. 

Psammetichus continued to sit on the throne of 
the Pharaohs for 40 years after he had expelled the 
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Assyrians, and obtained the absolute power (from 
650-610 B.C.). How far he succeeded, in this space 
of time, in healing the grievous wounds inflicted on 
the country by the alternating struggle of Ethiopians 
and Assyrians, and the war of liberation, the civil war, 
-in restoring Memphis, Saia, Tanis, and Thebes, after 
their destruction, we cannot ascertain. But the impulse 
given to trade and intercourse by the opening of the 
harbours, the favour shown to the Greeks and Pheni
cians, in any case increased the welfare of Egypt, and 
the industrial and artistic activity which begins in the 
reign of Psammetichus presupposes considerable pros
perity in the land. Psammetichus knew how to restore 
the ancient splendour of the double crown. He built 
at Karnac and on the island of Philal. At Saia, the 
home of his family and his residence, he huilt R. 

splendid residence. The ancient shrine of Ptah at 
Memphis he surrounded with a wall, and added a new 
gate to the temple towards the south. Opposite this 
gate he huilt a new hall for the Apis, the walls of which 
were covered with sculptures, and the porticoes had 
colossi 12 cubits in height.1 In the burying-ground 
at Memphis he caused the temple of Osiris-Apis, "his 
father," the grave-temple on the eminence, to which 
the double row of sphinxes led from the city (1. 67), 
to be restored; "that it !night be as it had been 
before." As the gallery which Ramses II. had caused to 
be hewn in the rock for the reception of the A pis bulls 
~as no longer sufficient, Psammetichus added one still 
larger and more beautiful. The two Apis bulls which 
died in his reign-in the twentieth and the thirty-fifth 
year-were buried with due solemnity and pomp, the 
second being placed in the new gallery.s From no 

• Herod. 2, 105, 163. Diod. I, 68. 
• Brugsch .. Hist. of Egypt," 2, 286. That the Egyptians counted 
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reign is the number of monuments in these tombs of 
the Apis, by which those who dedicated them Bought to 
recommend themselves to the favour of Osiris, greater 
than from the reign of Psammetichus. With his 
buildings Egyptiau art took a new impulse, which 
was also the last. The forms are lighter, more delicate, 
more mobile, and far more natural; the hieroglyphics 
are carried to a marvellous degree of delicacy. For 
the statues the artists of this period preferred the 
black and grey basalt to granite. In the dimen
sions, sculpture as well as architecture remained far 
behind the period of the ancient kingdom, behind 
the period of the Tuthmosis and Amenophis, of Sethos 
and Ramses. 

The son and successor of Psammetichus, who was 
called Necho after his grandfather, followed in, the 
path which his father had pointed out and opened. 
He paid especial attention to the foreign trade, the 
arming of Egypt on the sea. He hastened to ereate a 
navy for Egypt on the Mediterranean and the Red 
Sea. Herodotus observes that he had himself eeen 
the docks for the ships on his journey to Egypt.1 

Egypt was stronger by sea if the same fleet could be 
used on the Mediterranean and the Red Sea. Thus 
N echo came back to the views of Ramses II., to the 
great canal for uniting the Nile with the Red Sea. By 
this the trade of Egypt with South Arabia, and the 
trade on the Arabian Gulf, was brought into direct 
connection with the marine trade of the Mediterranean. 
Necho took up the excavation of the canal commenced 
by Ramses 11, which was at that time carried as far 
as the region of the Bitter Lakes. The excavation was 
fir&t to be carried eastward as far as the Bitter Lakes, 

the reign at Poammetiehua from the and at Tirhab'., i. .. from 8M 
B.c., is proved above, P. 71 ... I lIm>d. 2, 1.59. 
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and from t1lli! point the land was to be pierced in a 
southerly direction as far as the apex of the Red. Sea. 
At the same time the canal was to be widened, and 
the new watercourse made so broad, that two triremes 
could easily find a place side by side-an undertaking 
worthy to be placed by the side of the buildings of 
the ancient kings. The old canal was soon excavated 
more completely, the Bitter Lakes were reached.,l but 
the reach from this point to the Red Sea remained 
unaccomplished, though the work was carried on so 
vigorously and even ruthlessly that, according to 
Herodotus, 120,000. men perished there in the desert. 
According to Herodotus too, a prophecy induced the 
king to desist from the completion of the canal: it was 
announced to him that he was working for barbarians, 
but Strabo, with greater probability, states that the 
death of the king interrupted the work. 

Necho did not wait for the completion of the canal 
in order to explore the coasts of the Arabian Gulf and 
the Sea in the South. TP-e Phenicians who, from the 
times of Solomon in Israel, had desired to gain the 
trade with South Arabia by sea, who under Solomon, 
Jehoshaphat, and Uzziah, had commenced and carried 
on navigation thither from Elath and Eziongeber, 
could now renew these voyages from Egypt. With a 
view of furthering trade and navigation, Necho sent, 
as Herodotus tells us, Pheniciaus down the Red. Sea. 
with the injunction to return through the pillars of 
Heracles. These Phenicians, we are told, passed. into 
the South Sea.; "and when it was autumn they went 
ashore and sowed the Ian.'!, whereon they happened to 
be in Libya, and waited for the harvest, and when 
they had gathered it in, they again went on board 
ship. so that after they had been two years at sea, 

I Lepoius, "Egypt. Chronologi ...... 301. 
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they rounded the pillars in the third year, and came 
to Egypt. And they told a story, which to me is 
incredible, though perhaps not equally so to another. 
They said that when they sailed round Libya, they 
had the sun on the right hand." By this to him 
incredible statement Herodotus proves the reality of 
this, the most ancien/; circumnavigation of Africa. 
As soon as the equator was passed, the expedition 
would see the sun on the north, i. e. on the right hand, 
which to Herodotus, according to the Greek conception 
of the sun and the earth, must have seemed incredible. 

The kingdom of the Assyrians, which for more than 
a hundred years had threatened Egypt, governed her, 
and threatened her again, was at the last gasp when 
Necho, in the year 610 B.C., ascended the throne of 
his father. The inundation of the Sacre had shattered 
the cohesion of the Assyrian power; Nabopolassar of 
Babylon, and Cyaxares of Media, had already been 
united against Assyria for ten years past; even now, 
after Nabopolassar had brought about a peace between 
Lydia and Media, they set themselves to give the last 
blow to the fallen remnant of AI!8yria. Psammetichus 
had attempted to establish himself in the south-west 
corner of Syria; a more favonrable moment could not 
come to Egypt for winning Syria, for repeating the cam
paigns of the ancient Pharaohs to the Euphrates, and 
showing in this direction &lao the new royal house to 
be the restorer of the ancient glory. Apart from such 
considerations, prudence bade them not to leave the 
spoil to the Babylonians alone. What would Egypt 
win by the fall of Assyria, if Babylon took her place in 
Syria and became the neighbour of Egypt 1 Necho 
marched against Syria. It seems that in order to 
avoid the difficult route through the desert, he trans
ported his army on board his Heet to the Syrian 
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coaBt. The landing took place in the neighbourhood 
of Carmel-at any rate we find that the first collision 
of the Egyptians and Syrians took place there. 

Twelve years had elapsed since king Josiah of Judah 
had introduced the new law, and rigorously enforced 
the worship of Jehovah. The dominion of the kings 
of Nineveh over Syria was past: Josiah was not 
inclined to exchange this for the yoke of Egypt. Had 
the Egyptians come by land, Josiah must have met 
the army of Necho in the South of Judah. The armies 
met under Carmel on the Kishon: the battle broke 
out in the valley of Megiddo. The numbers of the 
Egyptian army ensured victory, they must have been 
overpowering. The Jews were defeated; Josiah fell; 
his corpse was carried from the battle-field by his 
servants (609 B.C.). In the camp at Hadad Rimmon 
the remnant of the Jewish army lamented over the 
pious king-who then found his resting-place in the 
sepulchres of his fathers at Jerusalem-and sang songs 
of lamentation! Passing by the two elder sons of 
Josiah, the people raised to the throne the third son, 
Jehoahaz.2 If Necho afterwards dedicated the armour 
which he wore at the victory of Megiddo to Apollo, 

1 The Ohronicles (2. DXV. 20 if) represent Josiah as dying in 
J ernsaJem. but they can hardly be correct. In order to explain the 
unhappy d .. th of the pious king. who had introduced the Book of the 
Law. and deotroyed the worship of idols. by a transgression. they 
represent Josiah as not hearkening to the words of N echo "out of the 
mouth of God," and making an attack on the Egyptians. who were 
not at war with them. But though the Chronicles repressnt Necho 
as declaring that he was haetening to the Euphrates, it is. on the 
other hand. clear that he did not march to the Euphrates till four 
years after the battle of Megiddo. The Msgdolus of Herodotus is. 
no doubt, the Megiddo of the Hsbrews. Joesphus (" Antiq." 10. 6. 1) 
names Mende as the place of the battle. Whether the camp of the 
Jews was roo1ly pitched at Haded Rimmon. to the south-east of 
Megiddo. is not olear. 

• On the sons of Josiah. Johansn. Jehoiakim, Shallum (by Zebndah). 
Jehoahaz, and Zedekiah (by Hamutal). ell Ohron. iii. 16. 16. 
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in his ancient temple at MiIetus, where th~ Branchids 
were his ministers, the conclusion may be drawn that 
the Ionian soldiers in his army had especially dis
tinguished themselves in winning the victory. He 
did not pursue the army of Judah, hut rather turned 
to the North, towards Damascus. Soon after his 
accession, the successor of Josiah repaired to the camp 
of the Pharaoh, to pledge his obedience. Necho was 
encamped at Riblah (now Ribleh), south of Emesa, in 
a grassy plain on the Orontes, where the road which 
leads from the- Euphrates to the coast is cut by the 
road which follows the valley of the Orontes. Necho 
caused Jehoahaz to be secured, and sent him as a 
prisoner to Egypt. There he remained till his death: 
he had sat on the throne only three months. The 
Judrea.ns were not permitted to raise any more kings to 
the throne: on the contrary, Necho made Jehoiakim, 
the second son of Josiah, prince of Judah, and imposed 
on the land a contribution of 100 kikkar of silver, and 
one kikkar of gold. Of the subsequent achievements 
of Necho in Syria, we have precise information only 
about the capture of Gaza. From the subsequent 
events we must conclude that Necho succeeded in 
subjugating all the Syrian states to his supremacy.1 

Meanwhile Jehoiakim, set up by Necho to be king oC 
Jud.-ili, undisturbed by his dependence on Egypt, or 
by the contribution which the land had to pay, occu
pied himself with building palaces in Jerusalem, and 
for that object extorted money and service from his 
subjects. The prophet JereIniah, who had supported 
the introduction of the Book oC the Law under the 
reign of his father, opposed this action oC the king 
wi~out regard to consequences: " Weep not for the 

1 .JerelD. xlvii. I. Codytia in Hmodotao 2, 159 is Gazo. The 1WD8 
is formed aftAlr the Egyptian .. Kazatu. W 
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dead king," Jeremiah said to the Jews, "neither be
moan h.i.IJ?; weep rather for him who is carried away 
(Jehoahaz) ; he will die there, and see no more his 
native country. They will not lament for Jehoiakim. 
saying, Ah I my brother. Woe unto him that buildet~ 
his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by 
wrong; that nseth his neighbour's service without 
wages, and giveth him not for his work. Woe to him 
that saith, I will build me a wide house and large 
chambers, and cutteth him out windows, and it is 
ceiIed with cedar, and painted with vermilion. Shalt 
thou reign because thou contendest with houses of 
eedar? Thy father did eat and drink, but he did judg. 
ment and justice; he judged the cause of the poor and 
needy, and it was well with him. But thine eyes and 
thy heart are for nought but thy covetousness, an{\ 
for to shed innocent blood, and for oppression and 
violence. He shall be buried with the burial of an 
ass, drawn forth and cast beyond the gates of Jeru
salem."l The prophet had to thank the protection of 
Ahikam, a son of the scribe Zaphan (p. 213), that he 
escaped the anger of the king. Another prophet who 
prophesied in the same strain, Urijah by name, was 
brought by Jehoiakim out of Egypt, whither he had 
fled, and put to death.2 • 

While Necho, in Syria, subjugated one district after 
another, the Babylonians and Medes were engaged in 
a severe struggle with the remnant of Assyria. At 
length Nineveh fell. Soan after, in the year 605 B.C., 

Necho marched to the Euphrates, no doubt with the 
intention of extending his dominion as far as Karch~
mish. The roads through the deserts, traversed by the 
caravans, by which the armies of the' Assyrians had so 
often travelled, ran from Hamath and Damascus to 

1 le:em. ,.,.;i. 10-19. • lerem. xzvi. 12-14; 20-23. 
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Thipsach and Karchcmish, which lay opposite the 
modern Biredshik. 

Nabopolassar of Babylon found himself at the goal 
of his wishes. Nineveh was at his feet. When after 
his IQng and heavy labour he had entered into the 
enjoyment of the independent sovereignty over Baby
lon, a new enemy appeared unexpectedly, an army 
from the Nile, in order to encamp on the Euphrates, 
and set foot on the borders of Babylon, and en
danger the state which Nabopolassar had just restored, 
if he did not actually diminish the results obtained.1 

He felt himself no longer equal to the toil of war, 
so Berosus tells us, and handed over a part of the 
army to Nebuchadnezzar, who" was in his youthful 
strength."2 Nebuehadnezzar and the Egyptians met 
at Karchemish. Necho suffered a severe defeat, which 
put a speedy end to all his schemes of conquest. 
" Who is this," exclaims Jeremiah, "that cometh up as 
the Nile, whose waters are moved as the rivers 1 The 

1 The opinion that N echo marched to the Euphrates to the relief of 
N'meveh eeems to me quite untenable. !letting 88ide the fact that tar 
this object Necho m1l8t have been at the Euphrates earlier,-which he 
could wen have done,-what interest had N echo in Aooyria, from 
whose power his father had liberated Egypt? Nar can I adopt the 
opinion of JL Niebuhr that Necho marched to Aooyria merely to 
defend Syria. losephus (" Antiq." 10, ii, 1) ten. us, "that Necho 
ID'<rched to tha Euphrates in order to make war upon the Medeo and 
Babylonians, who had destroyed the Aooyrian power." This idea of 
oftensive warfare is confirmed by the words in leremiah: "I will go 
up and destroy their cities... Syria was easier of defauoe when he had 
the desert berare lWn,than when it lay behind him. 

I Berosi Frag. 14 eel. Miiller. That in Beroeus the satrap of Syria 
has taken the p1aoe of N echo, may be explained by the suppooition 
that N abopo1aoear had laid claim to Syria as an appurtenaDte of 
the part of the Aooyrian kingdom which had fallen to him. and 
perhaps announced to N echo that he was prepared to give hin1 Syria 
as a dependency of Babylon-an offer which N echo did not aceept. 
But the ., satrap" is a1ao sufficiently explained by the point of view of 
the historian of Babylon, .. ho .... the period of Nelmcb.dn ....... in 
the moot brilliant light. 
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Egyptian cometh up like the Nile, and saith, I will go 
up and will cover the earth, and will destroy the city, 
and the inhabitants thereof. Order ye the buckler 
and shield, and draw near to tbe battle. Harness the 
horses, and get up, ye horsemen. Put on the helmets 
and the brigandines, and furbish the spears. Come 
up, ye horses, and rage, ye chariots; let the Ethiopians 
come· forth that handle the shield, and the Libyans 
that bend the bow, But why have I seen them dis
mayed and turned back, and their mighty ones· are 
beaten down, and are :fled apace and look not back 1 
Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man 
escape; they shall stumble and fall toward the north 
by the river Euphrates, and the sword shall devour, 
and it shall be made satiate, and shall be drunk with 
the blood of the Egyptians. Go up into Gilead, and 
take balm, 0 virgin daughter of Egypt. But there is 
no medic.ine for thee. The people have heard thy 
shame, and thy cry has filled the land." 1 

1 Jerem. xlvi. 1-13, 15, 16, 17. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE RFSTORATION 01' BABYLON. 

IN the Median poems, from which Ctesias and 
Nicolaus have told us the story of the overthrow of 
the Assyrian kingdom by the combined Medea and 
Babylonians, the leader of the Medea naturally occupies 
the most prominent place. From him the prudent 
and crafty leader of the Babylonians obtains the 
satrapy of his home as the price of his co-operation
co-operation which mainly consists in imparting advice 
on the ground of his knowledge of astronomy. After
wards he shows himself faithless and thievish. and for 
this is condemned to death. But the magnanimity of 
the Median prince not only grants his life, but even 
assigns to him the satrapy of Babylonia, which. accord
ing to other songs in those poems, remains in the hands 
of the descendants of the dependant. The poems of 
the Medea could not leave altogether out of sight the 
co-operation of the Babylonians in the overthrow of 
ABsyria, but they kept it in the back-ground, and gave 
their leader a contemptible character. They could 
not deny that after the fall of Nineveh Babylonia 
stood beside Media, but they could change this 
independent kingdom into the principality of a vassal. 
a satrapy of Media without payment of tribute. As 
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~ fact it must have been Nabopolassar who gave the 
impulse to a decisive attack upon the remnant of the 
Assyrian kingdom, and took the leading part in the 
decisive struggle. This position of Nabopolassar breaks 
out even in the Median poem, inasmuch as he is the 
first to rouse the Mede, and sustains the courage of 
the confederate.~.l 

Sprung from a priestly tribe in Babylonia, as the 
Median poems tell us---and other evidence confirms the 
statement-and in the confidence of the king of Assyria, 
Nabopolassar was nominated to be the viceroy of 
Babylonia. For some years he holds this office, and 
then resolves on a revolt; it is he who sets on foot 
and accomplishes the union of Media and Babylonia, 
and establishes it by the alliance of his own house with 
that of the Median king. It is he who relieves Media 
from the Lydian war, and establishes peace and a 
marriage between Media and Lydia, so that Media 
can turn with all her power against the remnant of 
Assyria. The share which Nabopolassar receives in 
the prize of victory when the. goal has been won 
corresponds to his share in the decisive struggle. 
The land of Assyria, so Herodotus tells us, fell to 
Media, "as far as the Babylonian portion." From 
this it is clear that Cyaxares received the Assyrian 
land as far as the Tigris. Had not this region been 
under the supremacy of the Medes before the Persian 
dominion, the ruins of Nineveh and Chalah could not 
have been pointed out to Xenophon as the ruins of 
Median cities. The land to the west of the Tigris, 
Mesopotamia, - as far as the foot of the Armenian 
mountains, fell to the share of Nabopolassar. We 
are definitely told by the Hebrews that the region 

I Above, p. 260. Joseph. II c. Apion.," 1, 19. It Antiq," 10, 11, 2. 
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of the Chaboras belonged to the new kingdom of 
Babylon,l and, as we saw, it was not the Median army 
which Necho met at Biredshik, but the Babylonians, 
the army of Nabopolassar. 

Whether it was Nabopolassar's intention to extend 
his power to the west beyond the Euphrates, and 
enter upon the inheritance of Assyria as the sovereign 
over Syria, or whether it was the advance of Necho 
into Syria, and his march to the Euphrates, which 
first called forth this intention, we cannot decide. 
In no case was he likely to suffer Egypt to establish 
herself in Syria. Nebuchadnezzar, the son of Nabo
polassar, after his victory at Karchemish, followed the 
retreating army of Egypt. The Syrian lands once 
more looked forward to becoming the scene and scat 
of the war between Babylonia and Egypt, as in 
previous times they had witnessed the war between 
Assyria and Egypt. If the dominion of Egypt bad 
been recently imposed upon them in the place of the 
dominion of Assyria, it depended on the approaching 
struggle of arms, whether they were to become the 
subjects of a new master, of the new crown of 
Babylon. 

l'hus the defeat of Neeho and the retreat of the 
Egyptian army aroused no feelings of delight in 
Jerusalem at the blow which had there fallen upon 
the lord of the Nile. There was a fear of the approach 
of the Babylonians. We saw with what vigour the 
prophet Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah of Anathoth, had 
opposed the careless frivolity of Jehoiakim, the king 
whom Necho had placed over the Jews (p. 317). 
After the disastrous day at Megiddo, the full of Josiah, 
and carrying away of Jehoahaz to Egypt, the eye 

, of the prophet had been directed to the dangerous 
• Ezek. i. 1, 3; iii. U, 23; L 16; lIL 22; sliii. 3. 
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position of the kingdom. Necho's army was then in 
Syria; one city after another succumbed to his arms. 
To the melancholy mind of Isaiah the fall of the 
kingdom seemed unavoidable. This conviction he 
expressed; he foretold to Jehoiakim the most disgrace- . 
ful falL In energy and power of thought Jeremiah 
cannot be compared with Isaiah, but in the boldness 
and incisiveness of his opposition to the king and nation 
he surpasses him. Isaiah had firmly held to the pre
servation and maintenance of the city of Jerusalem 
and the temple, even in the judgment of Jehovah on 
Israel and Judah. The conception that Jehovah's 
temple, and his habitation in the holy of holies of the 
temple, was a pledge for the security of the city, that 
Jehovah could not abandon and destroy his temple 
and shrine, was a fixed idea among most of the pro
phets and among the people; it was confirmed by the 
fortunate preservation from the army of .Sennacherib, 
and the hordes of the Saclll; and the Jews had con
fidence in the impregnable nature and lasting security 
of their temple and city. In this confidence Jeremiah 
detected a grave evil. The people trusted to the 
impregnable nature of the shrine and city; the Jews 
believed that in spite of their errors and sins they 
would be secure of Jerusalem owing to the !;emple. 
Therefore he set himself energetically to combat 
this belief. He is filled with the conception of the 
approaching judgment, which will be brought on by 
the defection of past times, "when lsraellike a swift 
young dromedary went after every: stranger;" 1 and 
by her unrighteous conversation in the present time. 
His conception, which in depth of religious feeling is 
raised above the views of the earlier prophets, is that 
all external customs and symbols must fall to the 

1 J erem. ii. 23. 
T 2 
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ground, not sacrifices only and fasts, bu~ the temple 
and the ark of the covenant. Not till a radical 
destruction has taken place will the restoration of 
the people follow, by means of a small remnant of 
the righteous, and a shoot from the stock of David. 
In Jeremiah's view the people cannot be saved with
out the stroke of annihilation, "for the Ethiop cannot 
change his skin, nor the leopard his spots."1 But after 
this judgment Jehovah will "make a new covenant" 
with his people, "which is not like that which he 
made with their fathers, when he led them out of 
Egypt." " I will put my law in your inward parts," 
saith Jehovah, "and write it in your hearts."2 "In 
those days they will no more speak of the ark of 
Jehovah; it will not come into the mind of any: 
none will miss it; nor will another be made." Then 
will Jehovah set up shepherds after his own heart of 
the branch of David,' who will pasture Israel with C 

wisdom and prudence; and all nations will gather. 
together to the name of Jehovah, and will not walk 
after -the hardness of their evil heart. 

Filled with these conceptions, Jeremiah cried aloud 
to the people assembled in the court of the temple: 
" Amend your hearts, and listen to the voice o( Jehovah, 
your God. If ye will not walk in his law, which he 
has set before you, and hearken to the words of the 
prophets, Jehovah will make this city a curse to all 
the nations o( the earth.. Trust not in lying words : 
this is the temple o( Jehovah. Ye steal, murder, and 
commit adultery; ye offer incense to Baal, and knead 
dough to make cakes (or the queen o( heaVeD,· and 
come into this house. which is called by the name o( 

1 lerem. xiii. 23. • lerem. xm. 31-35 • 
• lerem. xxiii. 5. • lerem.. sni. 1...--6, 13. 

• lerem.. TiL 18. 
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Jehovah, and,say: We are delivered to do all these 
abominations. Go ye now unto my dwelling-place 
which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, 
and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel. So will I do to this house in which 
ye trust, as I did to Shiloh, and will cast you out 
of my sight, as I cast out your brethren, the seed of 
Ephraim."l At these words the priests seized Jere
miah, and the people rose in anger to put him to 

. death, because he had announced the fall of the 
temple. Then certain of the elders came forward, 
and reminded the people that in Hezekiah's time 
the prophet Micah had announced: "Zion shall be 
ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become a 
heap of stones,"2 and neither the king nor the people 
had put him to death. Jeremiah himself said to the 
enraged multitude: "Behold, I am in your hands; 
do with me as seemeth good and meet unto you; 
but know ye for certain that ye will bring innocent 
blood upon this city; for of a truth Jehovah hath 
sent me unto you to speak all these words in your 
ears." The people retired from him. 

After this occurrenee in the temple, Jeremiah no 
longer ventured to come forth in public; he contented 
himself for the present with dictating his warnings 
and announcements to his scribe Baruch. After the 
battle of Karchemish it was clear to him at once that 
the king of Babel would be the instrument of Jehovah 
to accomplish the approaching judgmElnt: the mission 
which Isaiah had assigned to the Assyrians 100 years 
previously-to destroy all nations-Jeremiah now saw 
given to the Chaldreans. But as Isaiah then pro
phesied the fall of Assyria, when she had accomplished 
the judgments of Jehovah, so, according to the views 

~ Jerem. vii. 1-16; viii. 8; "",vi. 6. • Micah iii 12. 



326 BABYWN. 

of Jeremiah, the Chaldreans are to be destroyed when 
they have done their work. After a rule of 70 years, 
i. e. after a period of ten Sabbath-years (II. 219), this 
fortune will overtake the Babylonians-such is the 
view of Jeremiah. " For 23 years," so Jeremiah com
manded his scribe Baruch to write,' "the word of 
Jehovah hath come to me, and I have spoken to you, 
rising early and speaking, but ye have not hearkened ; 
ye have hearkened to other prophets, not to the servants 
of Jehovah. Therefore I will bring Nebuchadnczzar 
my servant against this land and its inhabitants, saith 
Jehovah, and against all the nations round about, and 
I will destroy out of them the voice of mirtb, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 
the sound of the mill, and the light of the lamp. The 
whole land shall be a desolation, and these nations 
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Take 
the wine-cup of this fury at my hand, so spake Jehovah 
to me, and cause all the nations to drink it, that they 
may drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the 
sword that I will send among them. Cause Jerusalem 
to drink it, and the cities of Judah, the Pharaoh of 
Egypt, and all the kings-of the land of the Philistines, 
the kings of Tyre and Sidon, and the kings of the 
islands beyond the sea, the Edomites, and the Moab
ites, and the kings of Arabia who dwell in the lleserts, 
and the kings of Media. Jehovah shall roar from OD 

high, he shall roar upon his habitation (Jerusalem); 
he shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, 
against all the inhabitants of the earth. Jehovah will 
reckon with the nations; he will plead with allllesh, 
and give them that are wicked to the sword. Evil 

• Jerem. lC<T. 1-3. By this dale the identity of tbeoe .....,,;ng. 
with the writiDg wIUch, aooording to s:sx?i. 1. 2, ..... ....t on the 
last day. is eotabliBhed, au identity which is abo proved by intemal 
r .......... 
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shall go forth from nation to nation, and the slain of 
Jehovah will be in that day from one end of the eartll 
to the other; they shall not be lamented, nor buried, 
they shall be dung upon the'ground."! 

At Karchemish Necho had lost all the fruits of his 
struggles in Syria. He did not venture to engage in 
a second battIe for the possession of Syria, but retired 
to the borders of Egypt. In Jerusalem a day of fast
ing was kept at the approach of the Babylonian army. 
More than three years and eight months had passed 
since Necho made Jehoiakim king of Judah.' These 
and other announcements Jeremiah commanded Barncl:. 
to read before the assembled multitude in the upper 
court of the temple on the day of fasting. .. It may be 
they will present their supplication before Jeho~ah," 
he said, "for great is the anger that Jehovah hath 
pronounced upon this people." Baruch carried out the 
command of JerenUah. The letter made a dcep impres
sion. Baruch had to read it again before the captains 
of J ehoiakim, at their request. These told the king, 
who was at that time in his winter house, of the pro
phecies of Jeremiah. Jehoiakim caused three or four 
leaves to be read, then seized the roll, cut it with a 
knife, threw the pieces into the pan of coals which 
stood before him, and gave orders that Jeremiah and 
his scribe Baruch should be brought before him, but 
both had hidden themselves, and the captains were 
not inclined to discover them by any strict search.s 

The Babylonian army did not appear before Jeru
salem. Nabopolassar lay sick at Babylon; the account 
of his death summoned Nebuchadnezzar back to the 
metropolis. He hastened with a few companions 
through the deserts to Babylon, in order to take the 

1 Jerem.. ch. zxv. • Jerem. xxxvi. 1, 22. 
• Jerem. ,,:uvi. 9-26. ' 
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crown of the new kingdom. The army, with the 
prisoners and the booty, were to follow (605 B.C.). 
Meanwhile the priests at Babylon had made provision, 
and set up a regent from among themselves who 
governed the kingdom till the return of Nebuchad
nezzar.' 

As soon as the first succession to the throne of the 
new kingdom was happily completed, and Nebuchad
nezzar saw his position established, he applied his 
forces to extending and securing his empire. IT the 
new dynasty was to take root, it was incumbent on it to 
renew the splendour and power of the ancient kingdom 
·of Babylon. The successes which Nabopolassar had 
achieved against the Assyrians, the splendid victory 
which Nebuchadnezzar had gained against the Egyp
tians, must have confirmed the confideI\cc of the new 
ruler in his own power, and the strength of his army. 
Yet the first consideration was not merely splendour 
and glory. Egypt could not indeed' maintain her 
place in Syria, but she was still in possession of Gaza ; 
if the Syrian States were not annexed, they would 
always incline to Egypt, and would soon join her
again. To abandon Syria was equivalent to handing 

1 Beros. ap. Joseph. "Antiq." 10,11, 2. "Co ApiDn," 1, 19. In 
th .... passages the acta or N ebuchadnezza.r in Syria are pnt together 
in such a general way, that from them we eannot draw the oonclu.sion 
that Nebuchadnezzar in his first campaign into Syria pa-.d the 
borders or Judah, and that even then he had not only let loot in 
Syria bnt had incorporated it. The nncertainty or the --.ion 
i 1 the n .... kingdom must have called him bact ae qmctJy .. p"",ible 
to his home, and the retirement or the whole army is np .... ly 
mentioned. Beeideo, from Jeremiah sxxvi. 1, 9, 22, and su. I, 3, 
it follOWll that Nebuchadnezzar, in the years 6O.>-roI B.C., and 804-
603 B.C., i. .. in the fomth and fifth or the reign or J.hoiakim, had not 
yet marched with his armythroogh Jndab. Joseph., "A.ntiq." 10,6. I, 
repreoente Nebnchadn_ 88 eonquering Syria, except Jndah, after 
the victory or Karcbemiab. The .tatemeat in the 1Iook or Daniel 
(i. 1 If) thet Nebuchadnezzar took JeruMIem in the third y_ of 
J.boiatim, i. .. in tha y_ 606-60,; LC., is not a cogent prnoI. 
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over the country to the Egyptians. A further con
sideration was, that the Median power in league with 
which Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar had risen 
was far superior to the Babylonians. At present, it 
was true, they were in the closest and best relations 
with the Median and Lydian courts-but could they 
count on the continuance of these relations 1 Was 
it not advisable to create for the new kingdom of 
Babylon an empire which should form an adequate 
counterpoise to the power of the Medes 1 The north 
and east belonged to the Medes, the natural direction 
for the extension of Babylon therefore lay to the south, 
on the coast of the Persian Gulf, and to the west. The 
victorious campaigns of the Assyrian rulers pointed 
in this dir\lction; here, on the shore of the Medi
terranean, lay the cities of the Phenicians, who col
lccted witllln their walls the trade of the world, whose 
industry and wealth could bring to the new kingdom 
the greatest sources of help. 

Nebuchadnezzar's first object was to extend his 
power over the Arabians on the lower Euphrates, in 
North Arabia, and in the Syrian desert. The tribes 
of the Temanites, Dedanites, and Kedarites were 
subjugated. The princes of the Arabians of Dedan, 
Tema, Kedar, and Hazor, became vassals of Babylon.! 
Then Arpad, Hamath, and Damascus, which had 
resisted Assyria so long and stubbornly, succumbed. 
Jerusalem trembled at the fall of the neighbouring 
nations. .. The Chaldreans are roused," says the pro
phet Habakkuk; "that bitter and hasty nation, which 
shall march through the brcadth of the earth, and shall 
possess the dwelling-places which are not theirs. Their 
horses are swifter than leopards, and more fierce than 
evening wolves; proudly their horses spring from far: 

1 Jerem. :u:v. 20-23; xlix. 28-33. 
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they shall fly as the eagle that llasteth to eat. And 
they shall scoft' at the kings, and the princes shall be 
a scorn to them; they shall deride every stronghold, 
for they shall heap up earth against it, and take it, 
and carry oft' prisoners like sand. Then will they go 
on like a storm-wind, and their might is their god.' 
My knees quaked that 1 might look with rest upon 
the day of trouble, upon the -people which opprel!Scs 
us.· Shall they slay the nations continually without 
punishment 1 can he not rest who enlargeth his desire 
as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but 
gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him 
all people 1 Will not the people suddenly rise up and 
demand usury from thee 1 will not the nations plunder 
thee, whom thou hast plundered 1" a Of Nebuchad
nezzar, Jeremiah says: .. Like a lion he will come up 
against the well-etocked pasture.- Flee, flee with all 
your might, ye inhabitants of Hazor, for Nebuchad
nezzar, king of Babylon, hath taken counsel against 
you, and hath conceived a purpose against you. Get 
you up to the nation which hath neither gatea nor 
bars, and dwelleth alone; go up to Kedar and spoil 
the men of the East. Your tents and your flocks will 
they take; your curtains and your camels they will 
carry away; the multitude of your flocks shall be a 
spoil to them. I will scatter to all the winds of the 
earth those who cut the corners of their hair (the 
Arabians), saith Jehovah, and will bring destrru:tion 
on them from every side, and Hazor shall be a dwell
ing for the jackal, a desolation for ever.' Cry, ye 
daughters of Rabbath (Rabbath Ammon, II. 155), gird 
yourselves with sack-cloth, for Milcom shall go away 

> Habakkuk i. 6-11. • Habakkuk ill. 16. 
• Habakkuk i. 17; ii. 6-8. • lerem. xIiL 19. 

• lerem. xIiL 28-33. 
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into misery, his priests and princes together.1 Woe to 
thee, Moab; the people of Camos (Chemosh, L 372) 
perisheth. He shall fly like an eagle, and spread his 
wings over Moab; the strong places are taken. 2 Hamath 
is eonfounded, and Arpad. Damascus is waxed feeble, 
and turneth herself to flee.' Thou wert eonfident, Q 
Edom, beeause thou 'dwellest on the high rocks and 
the tops of the mountains. Though thou buildest thy 
nedt like the eagle thou shalt be thrown down.'" 

Five years had elapsed since the battle of Karche
mish when Nebuchadnezzar crossed the borders of 
Judah (600 B.C.)." Jehoiakim submitted and thus 
escaped destruction. After the subjugation of Ammon, 
Moab, and Judah, Nebuchadnezzar eouId turn his 
arms against the southern eoast of Syria. This advance 
of Nebuchadnezzar and the necessity of preventing 
Babylonia from establishing herself on the borders of 
Egypt, eouId not but bring Egypt again into arms. 
Neeho had had time to reeover from the defeat of 
Karchemish. The hope of aid from E.:.<rypt induced 
Jchoiakim to renounce his obedience three years after 
he had submitted to Nebuchadnezzar, and to turn his 
arms a"uainst Babylonia. At Nebuchadnezzar's eom
mand the troops of the neighbouring states who had 
remained loyal, the Northern Syrians, the Ammonites, 
snd Moabites, first invaded the land of Judah. When 
the Egyptians had been driven back into their borders, 

1 lerem. :dix. 3. 0 lorem. :dvili. 40, 46. 
o Jorem. :dix. 23, 24. • lerem. :dix. 16-
• 2 Kings :aiy. U it is otatod here that lohoiakim ...... ed Nobu

cbadn ....... for tIueo yoo;ra, and then revolted from him; if tho plUlish-
ment for this ........ it falls not on him but on biB suCCOllllOr locboniah, 
it is cl_ that th ... tIueo y ..... must be reckoned from tho end of the 
reign of Jehoiakim,oo that in this way the Iiret subjugation falls in 
tho Y'"'" 600 8.0. So looopbua (n Antiq." 10, 6, 1,) Blatoe that tho 
aubjngation nf lohoiakim took ploce in the eighth Y'"'" nf biB reign, 
.... in 601-600 11.0. 
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and the king of Ba.bYlon had "taken everything 
that belonged to the king of Egypt from ·the river 
Euphrates to the brook of Egypt," Nebuchadnezzar 
turned his arms back against Jerusalem to punish the 
rebels.1 Jehoiakim had recently died, and the people 
had raised to the throne bis son Jechoniab, a youth of 
eighteen years old. Jerusalem was invested by the 
Ba.bylonian army: N ebuchadnezzar came in person 
to conduct the siege.~ .. By my life," -such are 
the words Jeremiah puts in the mouth of Jehovah, 
-" if Jechoniah were a signet on my right band, [ 
would pluck him off, and give bim into the bands 
of those who seek after his life, into the hands of 
the Cbaldreans. I cast theP. away and tby mother 
into another land, and they shall not bring thee back 
unto the land whitber thy heart yearns to return." 8 

Jecboniah had only sat three months on the throne 
when he saw himself compelled by the advance of the 
siege to open the gates of Jerusalem to tbe enemy. 
With his mother Nehustha, who appears to bave been 

1 2 Kings xxiv. 1-10. That Jehoiakim could not have attempted 
a rebellion without reliance on the help of Egypt, is clear withont 
further proaL Josephus (" Antiq." 10, 6, 2) MY": Jehoiakim had 
revolted because he heard that the Egyptiall8 ".ere taking tha Seld 
against Nebnchadnezmr; bnt the EgyptiaIl8 had not had the ClO11!8g8 

really to take the field. An attack of Nebnchadnezzar on Egypt, .. 
".ell as Egyptian prisoners ".ho are led from Syria to Babylonia, are 
mentioned in the statemente of Beroens, qnoted by JoeephWl above, 
po 328,... But thaee statementa are 80 general thet they may also 
he referred to the war which N ebnchadnezzar eanied on with the 
Egyptians in 581 D.C., p. 341. N evertheleea, the o~tion in the 
Seoond Book of Kings, which followe after Jehoiakim'. death, .. that 
N ebnehadnezzar had taken all the 1and, .. faT .. the brook of Egypt 
(2 xxiv. 7), which belonged to the king of Egypt, .. may have reference 
to a otmggle then going on with Egypt. Beyond their own honIerII 
the Egyptians could only have maintained Gam, and a ",..,. other eitieo 
of the Phenicians. Tha atatement of the Chronicleo that Jehoiakim 
was carried to Babylon in ehaino cannot he maintained opinAIt the 
acoonnte of the Boob Of Ringo. . 

• 2 Kings xxiv. 10, lL • Jerem. uii.. U-21. 
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regent for him, with the officers of his household and 
the eunuchs, he went into the camp of the Chaldreans 
to give himself up to the king of Babylon (597 B.O.).! 

Nebuchadnezzar wished to be secure of the obedi
ence of the Jews; he did not intend that the hope of 
Egypt should again bring them under arms. He 
caused not only the young king and his mother, the 
courtiers, the treasures, and the best furniture of the 
temple to be carried to Babylon; but also the influ
ential people in the city, the captains of the army, and 
all the men of war in Jerusalem to the number of 
7000. In order to disarm the city more completely, 
the workers in iron, the smiths and lock-smiths, were 
carried away. In all, 10,023 souls were transplanted 
by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylonia, only people of no 
importance are said to have been -left in Jerusalem. 
In Jechoniah's place Nebuchadnezzar set up his uncle 
Zedekiah, the fourth son of Josiah, WI viceroy, and 
pledged him to obedience and fidelity by joining 
hands and taking an oath.2 The Jews carried away 
were settled, after the example of the Assyrian princes, 
in Babylonia, in part on the Chaboras. 

These rules for securing the obedience of the small 
territory did not break the tough spirit of the Jews, 
their stubborn resistance, or their eager desire for 
freedom and independence. Zedekiah and those 
around him felt the disgrace of the yoke which was 
laid upon them, and shared with the mass of the 
people the desire to shake it off on the first oppor
tunity. Many prophets favoured this tendency and 

• This date is fixed by the remark that it occurred in the eighth year 
or NebuohadnOZZlU' (2 Kings mT. 12). 

I Faekiel xvii. 13. 2 Kings mT. 13-17. 2 Chron. =xvi. 13. 
In .Jerem. xxxix. 1-3, and Iii. 28, the number of the captives is 
given at 3023; the p""""!!",, quoted from the Boob of Kings put the 
number or the eoldiOl'll at 7000, of the captives gsnerally at 10,000. 
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promised victory and success to a new rebellion in 
arms. Not long after Zedekiah had been placed on 
the throne, the prophet Hananiah of Gibeon announced 
before all the people in the temple: "In two years 
Jehovah will bring bar.k to this place all the furniture 
of the temple which Nebuchadnezzar has carried to 
Babylon; and I will bring back, saith Jehovah, Jecho
niah the king of Judah and all the captives, for I will 
break the yoke of the king of Babylon.'" Jeremiah 
came forward in opposition and said: "'V ooden yokes 
thou wilt break, aud lay on iron yokes. Behold, I 
will remove thee from the earth, saith Jehovah;' in 
this year thou shalt die, for thou hast counselled 
rebellion." And Hananiah died, as tradition adds, in 
the same year, in the seventh month.2 

'Jeremiah was never weary of opposing to the utter
most any view of this kind. To him the Chaldreans 
were the instrnment of Jehovah for the puni1!hment of 
the nations: to endure their rule was, in his view, the 
will of Jehovah; anyone who resisted the Chaldreans 
only brought on himself a heavier yoke, and called down 
destrnction more completely on his head. If Isaiah 
had at least cherished the belief in the continuance of 
Jerusalem and the temple, Jeremiah, as we have seen, 
did not share in this hope. And therefore he preached 
without ceasing submission to the yoke, and patient 
obedience; he was unwearied in taking from the 
people every prospect of rescue; he sent letters to the 
Jews transplanted to Babylonia, and lIrged them Dot 
to enter into conspiracies; he went 80 far as to com
mend the lot of these captives, and requested them to 
build houses in Babylon, and pray to Jehovah for the 
welfare of that country.s Bnt though the national 

I Jerem. xxviii. 1-4. • Jerem. xxviii. 12-17. 
I Jerem. xxix.; cI. mv. 6 II'. 
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feelings and impulses of his nation were unknown to 
a prophet whose eyes were directed upwards, though 
for him the feeling of nationality was lost in religious 
conceptions, - the efforts ()f the people to win back 
its independent existence, the stubborn tenacity with 
which the Jews were ready to fight for their father
land, and break the yoke of the foreigner, even when 
they rested on deceptive oalculations, were not less 
justified than the intelligent cnlculation of the impos
sibility of such an attempt; and even from the lofty 
religious position of Jeremiah, who regarded nothing 
but the inward salvation, the purity, and elevation 
of the heart, could claim appreciation, since even the 
common children of earth must have their rights. 
Who could blame those who, even in the most hope
less, desperate condition, estimated more highly the 
duty of dying for their country, than the advice to 
submit quietly to the conqueror 1 That persons who 
held these views should consider this step on the part 
of Jeremiah as a corrupt movement, should demand 
that the prophet take the side of his own nation 
against the foreigner, and brand his predictions as 
treason to the state, is easily intelligible. 

In such a sharp opposition of views, and in the 
strained position of affairs in which Judah found 
herself between Babylon and Egypt, it was impos
sible but that heavy accusations should be brought 
against Jeremiah, and a. hot persecution set on foot 
against him. He complains bitterly how he was 
daily mocked and derided; 1 he is in despair and 
laments his destiny; he tells us how he had deter
mined to speak no more in the na.me of Jehovah, 
but the inward voice compelled him; the fire was 
kindled in his heart: .. I could not stay." S Cursed 

1 Jerem. XL 7, 8. • Jerem. XL 9. 
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be the day," he exclaims, II on which.I was born I 
cursed be the man who brought glad tidings to my 
father, and said unto him, • A son is born unto thee I ' 
Why, Jehovah, didst thou not slay me in the womb, 
that I should see labour and sorrow, and consume 
my days with shame 1 ''1 These moods alternate with 
a fierce desire for vengeance on his opponents. He is 
guiltless. Jehovah has driven him forth to speak, and 
put his word in his mouth; he has often besought 
Jeliovah to tum away from Judah the day of destruc
tion: Jehovah, for whom he suffers, must avenge him 
on his enemies. He is so embittered and angry that 
he even calls down bloody destruction npon his enemies . 
.. Look on me, Jehovah," 1e says, .. and avenge me of 
my persecutors, and know that for thy sake I have 
suffered rebuke.2 I have not desired the woful day, 
thou knowest: that which came out from my lips was 
before thee.l H thy words came to me, I took them 
eagerly, and they are the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart; I sat not in the assemhly of the mocke1'8, nor 
rejoiced. I sat alone, for thou hast filled me with 
indignation. 1 was like a Jamb led to the slaughter, 
and knew not that they had devised devices against 
me.' Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound 
incurable 15 Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 
prosper' Wherefore are they happy that deal very 
treacherously '" Pull them out like sheep for the 
slaughter, and prepare them for the day of destruc
tion.' Consider how I stand before thee, to turn 
away thy wrath from them. Therefore give up their 
children to the famine, and deliver them to the sword. 

I ;Jerem.:a. 14-18. 
• ;Jerem. xvii. 8. 
• ;Jen!JIl. XT. 16-1S. 
r ;Jerem. xii. 3. 

• ;Jerem. XT. loS. 
• Jerem. xi. 19. 
• Jerem. xii. 1. 
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-Let'their men be the sacrifice of death, -an thlif), 
women bereaved and widows. Thou knowest all '
cqunsel against me to slay me~ forgive them not 
their iniquity, neither -blot out their sill from thy 
-sight."! Jeremiah then received the-answer of Jeho
vah, who said to him: "Gird thy loins; speak to them 
all that I bid thee; be not afraid of them. I will make 
thee a fenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls 
against the whole land; against the king; the priests, 
the elders, and the people. They shall fight against 
thee, but they shall not prevail against thee; I will 
save thee from the hand of the wicked, and deliver 
thee from the grasp olthe furious."· 

So Jeremiah prophesied again: -"No doubt, their 
prophets say to them: Ye shall not see the sword nor 
shall ye have famine, but the Lord will give you 
happy days in this land. But Jehovah saith: I have 
not commanded them nor Spoken to them; they pro
phesy a false vision, and the deceit of their heart, and 
divination. By the sword and famine shall they 
perish. The people to whom they prophesy shall be 
cast out in the streets of Jerusalem. a They will_ say: 
We acknowledge, 0 Jehovah, our iniquity, and the 
sin of our fathers, but do not abhor UII, for thy name'li 
sake; do not disgrace the throne of thy glory; break 
not thy covenant with us. But Jehovah saith to me : 
Pray not for this people; though Moses and Samuel 
stood before me, my mind could not be towards them.' 
Sorrow not with them. I have taken from them my 
salvation, my grace, and mercy. The sin of Judah is 
written with a pen of iron, and graven with the point 
of a diamond upon the table of their hearts, aud Upol). 
the horns of their altars." § 

1 Ie ....... zviii. 21-2S. I Ierem. i. 17-19; xv. 20, 21. 
I Ie ....... :alv. 11-16. • iT ........ "iv, 20-22; "T. I. 
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In such a contest of opposite views, in' such nn 
alt~ation of moods, four years had PllBBed for the 
Jews after Zedekiah was placed by Nebuchadnezzar 
upon the throne, when the kings of Sidon and Tyre 
(lent to Jerusalem to call on the Jews to revolt 
against Nebuchadnezzar, by WMse attack they were 
threatened. Messengers also came from the Ammon· 
ites and the Moabites, who had been in subjection 
longer than the Jews, and from the Edomites (5!J3 
B.C.). If their forces were united there seemed to be 
a prospect of SUCCe1\8 in resistance and rebellion, and 
the reduction of the Phenieian cities might be pre
vented. But Jeremiah spoke- to the envoys in the 
name of Jehovah::" I have made the earth, the man 
and the beast, and I gave them _to whom it seemed 
meet to me; and now I give all these lands into the 
bands of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my 
servant, and I have given him the beasts of the field 
also to serve him. And the nation and the kingdom 
which will not serve Nebuehadnezzar,-that nation I 
will punish with the sword, and with the famine, and 
with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his 
hand. If ye put yoar necks in th., yoke of Babylon, 
ye shall live." 1 This time the view of the prophet 
prevailed; Zedekiah repaired in person to Babyloll 
obviously to a:~ure Nebuchadnezzar of his fidelity! 
The Phenieians were left to·their fate, and sur,jugated 
by Nebuchadnezzar! Only Sidon seems to have made 
II vigorous resistance.' The island city of Tyre 
retained her independence. 

I Jerem. xnii.. I-I!. • Jorem. Ii. MI. 
I This conciDSion is rendered oortain by IIu> liJot that aIterwardo tbII 

isIaDd city of Tyre is IIu> only one epoken of os bOt mbjugate<l. ('I. 
p.3M. 

• Ezek. xxm. lIS menli""" 8iden among IIu> .... tioDe ,..hiClJ ... 
IIUCCUDlbed to IIu> award of IIu> king before IIu> twentieth y- of 
Nel>ncb ... n......... CL El<Y,iii. 21-26. I ........ xirii. •• 
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1n the year 589 B.C., Hophr3.h, 'the gi-andsOn 'of 
Necho, ascended the throne of Egypt. Zedekiah soon 
directed his eyes to the new ruler of the valley of the 
Nile. He showed himself ready to venture on the 
struggle with NebuchadnezzaJ.". Jeremiah dissuaded 
them: "Egypt is a very fair heifer," he exclaims, "but 
de.<rtrnction cometh from the North. 0 thou daughter, 
dwelling in Egypt, furnish thyself to go into captivity; 
for Noph (Memphis) shall be waste, and burnt, and 
desolate without an inhabitant. The hired men in the 
midst of her are like fatted bullocks, for they also are 
turned back and are Hed away together; they did not 
stand because the day of their calamity was come 
upon'them, the time of their visitation. The daughter 
of Egypt shall be coafounded. Thus saith Jehovah of 
Hosts: Behold, I will. punish Ammon of No (Thebe.~), 
and Pharaoh and Egypt, with their gods and their 
kings, even Pharaoh and all them that trust in him. 
And I will deliver them into the hand of those that 
seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants." 1 

But the prince and people of Judah were not to be 
restrained. Building on the help of Egypt, Zedekiah, 
in the year 588 B.c., took up arms a"uainst Babylonia.· 
But before Hophrah had finished his preparationS 
Nebuchadnczzar was in Judah with a powerful army" 
The strong places were invested: one city after 
another surrendered, only Lachish and A.seka resisted 
for any length of time.' .. At the meeting of the 
ways," says the prophet Ezekiel, .. the king of Babylon 

1 Jerem. sIn 19, 26. The position of alI'ai!s ohows that this 
announoemant belongs to this data. Aooording to Ezek. viii. J, 
Zod.ekiah appMrl to ba ..... had dailinga with Egypt aa .... ly aa 691 
Js.c,. Cf. I_ph. .. Antiq." 10, 1, s.. 

• 2 Kings xxv. 1-3, 8. Ierom. xmv. 1-1. Ezok. my. 1. 
• 2 KinG" !<XV. 1. • I ........ xmv. 7 • 
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halts to make divination; he shakes his arrows, consults 
with the teraphim, looks in the liver of the victim. 
In his right hand is the divination for Jerusalem, to 
throw up a wall against Jerusalem, to build towers, to 
appoint battering-rams against the gates, to lift up the 
voice with shouting. The head-band will be taken, 
and the crown removed from the prince' of Israel." 1 

The siege of Jerusalem commenced. . If in fomier 
times, when the Assyrians were encamped before Jeru· 
salem, Isaiah had urged the nation and king to a 
courageous endurance though arms had been taken 
up against his advice, the absoluteness of his deep 
conviction, the certainty which he had received from 
above, did not permit Jeremiah to take up the attitude 
of his great predecessor; on the.contrary, he did not 
cease even now to condemn the resistance in the 
strongest terms. In his eyes it was a rebellion against 
the counsels of God, against the divine order of the 
world. When Zedekiah sent to him, to bid him 
inquire of Jehovah about the issue of the siege, 
Jeremiah answered: "I will tum back the weapons of 
war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against 
the king of Babylon, and I will bring the Chaldreans 
into the city. I will fight against you with an ou1o! 
stretched arm, and will deliver the city into the hands 
of the king of Babylon, that he may bum it, and I 
will visit your inhabitants with famine, sword, and 
pestilence, and those that are left I will give into the 
hands of Neouchadnezzar, that he may smite them 
with the edge of the sword. I set before you the way 
of life and the way of death; he that abideth in the 
city shall fall by the sword; but he that goeth out 

. and faIleth to the Chaldreans he shall live.'" Though 
these announcements were adapted to undermine 

1 Er.ek. m. 21, 22, 26, 24. 
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the courage and strength of the resistance, and heavy 
as was the weight given to them by the position which 
Jeremiah held among the prophets, they did not dis
cournge the king and the population of the metropolis. 
The debtors and all slaves of Hebrew birth were set at 
liberty in order to strengthen the numbers for the 
defence. 

Success seemed to come to the aid of their endurance 
and courage. The Egyptian army advanced and com
pelled the Chaldreans to raise the siege of Jerusalem 
(587 B.c.).' There was time to recover breath. Had 
not Jehovah a"aain delivered Jerusalem as in the day 
when Sennacheo"b oppressed the city! Jeremiah's 
dreary pNclamatioDs seemed contradicted. But he 
persisted in his pos!tion and announced: .. Pharaoh's 
army which is come forth to help you shall return into 
Egvpt, and the ChalcLeaDB shall come again before the 
city, and shall take it. And though ye had smitten the 
whole army of the Chal<lreans and there remained but 
wounded men in their tenlB, they would rise up and 
burn Jerusalem with fire.... It was natural that 
Jeremiah, in consequence of these speeches and pre
dictions, shl)uld appear a traitor in the eyes of the 
nation, who were struggling for freedom and existence. 
When, availing himself of the raising of the siege, he 
wished to go to his plot ·of ground at Anathoth, he 
was seized in the gate as a deserter to the Chaldreans 
and throWIr into prison. Yet the king allowed him 
to be kept in less severe custody, and soon set him at 
liberty.1 

The prophecy of Jeremiah was fulfilled. The 

I ~ ........ xs:xm. I. F...kisl prophsoieo the ruin '" the Egyptiau 
in the _dl IIlOIlth '" the _dl ,,- of bio caplimy. i .. in the ,,-
6If7 .. a.; in tma ,,-, DO doubt, the IIUIICh '" the EgyptiaDa &oolt 

~ ........ xs:xm. 8-10. • ~ ........ ~ 11-11. 
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Egyptians were defeated. Invested once more, Jeru
salem was pressed more severely than ever . .! The lines 
of the Chaldreans ran even to the walls of the city," 
but the defenders were unwearied. The houses and 
even the buildings of the palaces were in part pulled 
down in order to strengthen the shattered walls, or 
build new portions.· That Jeremiah under such cir
cumstances 'continued to preach the abandonment of 
the .siege, and subjection to the Chaldreans, roused 
at length the captains. They demanded his death 
from the king: "He weakeneth the hands of the men 
of war that remain, and the hands of the people: he 
seeketh not the welfare of the Jews, but the hurt."· 
As Zedekiah allowed them to do with Jeremiah accord
ing to their pleasure, they seized him, brought him 
for custody to the hill of Zion, and there caused him 
to be thrown into the well of the prison. But there 
'was only mud in the well, and when an Ethiopian 
eunuch of the king interceded with him for the 
prophet, Zedekiah gave Command that Jeremiah 
should be taken out of the well, and confined in the 
court of the prison.5 

Meantime .. the famine prevailed in the city ;" the 
distress rose to the highest pitch. .. The priests and 
the elders," 80 we are told in the Lamentations, " 80ught 
food in vain: the sword destroys without, the famine 
within. The people 80ught food with sighs, and 
whatsoever a man had of price he gave for-food. The 
children and the sucklings swooned; they cried to 
their mothers, where is com and wine, when they 

I .Joeeph. .. Antiq." 10, 7, 1. Pmok. rrii. 17. At the beginning of 
the eleventh year of Zedekiah (086 B.C.). Pmokiel _)'8' "I ha .... • 
broken the arm of Pharaoh," xxx. 21; d. xxn L 

• 2 Kings:a:rt'. 1-3. .J ........ Iii. 4, Ii. Cf. Pm>k. iT. 2; rrii. 17; 
"si. 21. • .Jerem. lIlIlIiii- 4-

t. 16rem. XXXWL .~ • Ierem.. .uxvii. 21; n:xvili. 28. 
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Swooned as the-wounded in the streets of the city, when 
their soul was poured out into their mothers' bosoms. 
Better was it for those who were slain with the sword 
than for those who were slain with hunger; the handa 
of pitiful women have sodden their children for food.'" 
At length the Chll.ldreans, whose attack was directed to 
the most accessible part; the north side of the city, 
succeeded in taking the suburb surrounded by the 
outer wall.' Having g~ned possession of this, they 
directed their efforts 'against the middle gate, which 
guarded the entrance into the city beside the fortress 
of Millo (p. 128). Led by Nergal Sarezer, and Sarse· 
chim, the captain of the eunuchs, the Babylonians took 
the middle gate in the night by storm, and firmly 
established themselves there. Zedekiah despaired of 
being ahle to maintain the city any' longer, with 
the motley crowd of soldiers weakeriedby hunger, 
and the inhabitants who doubtless suffered still more 
in numbers and strength. He attempted to break 
throngh with his army. He succeeded in passing 
the linea and gaining the open country, but the 
Chaldreans in pursuit eame up with the troop which 
had so boldly broken out in the plain of Jericho. The 
troop was dispersed; a part, including Zedekiah, was 
captured, the rest ClICaped. The inhabitants, even after 
the king and army had left the city, stubboruly 
defended themselves in the various parts-in the 
citadel and the temple-so that some weeks clapsed 
before the city was completely in the hands of the 
Babylonians (July. 586 B.C.). The siege had lasted 
one year five mo~tbs and seven days.· 

1 JerelD. xix. 9. Eze1<. iv. 16, 17 ; v. 11, 12. Lamentations i. 19, 20;. 
ii. 20; iv. 9, 10; ii. 11, 12 • 
. I Vol. n.,p.ll16. Jerem. xxxix. S; liL6, 7. 2 Kings:av. 3,4. It 

was thiB oullet wall of which the western front had to be pulled down 
for 400 oubi1B under Amazi&h. VoL lL, p. 261 • 

• Tbe capture took place in the fourth month of the oleventh year 



BABYLON. 

The first rebellion of the Jewil had been punished 
by Nebuchadnezzar by the dethronement and abduc
tion of the king, by carrying away the influential 
people and the army of Jerusalem, and by disarming 
the city. These arrangementa had not been sufficient 
to secure the obedience of the little country. For the 
future Egypt W88 no longer to find confederates in 
Southern Syria, and Sl1pportin Jerusalem. The stub· 
born resistance of the Jews W88 to be broken; an end 
must be put for ever to their intrigues with Egypt. 
Zedekiah, who W88 placed on the throne by Nebu· 
chadnezzar himself, and swore obedience to him, W88 

not to escape the punishment of this breach of faith. 
Nebuchadnezzar W88 not with the besieging army; 
he W88 at Riblah, on the Orontes, the grassy plain 
where Necho had pitched his camp after the battIe 
of Megiddo. Thither Zedekiah W88 brought. In his 
presence were first executed the captive leaders of 
the Jews, and among them his own SODS. Then his 
eyes were put out; he was laden with chains, and 
carried away to Babylon. There he died in prison} 
The punishment of Jerusalem W88 carried out by 
Nebusaradan, the chief of the body-guard of Nebu
chadnezzar. The high priest, Seraiah, together with 
the second priest, Zephaniah, the overseers of the 
temple, a nUmber of publie officers, and sixty of the 
most distinguished men in the city, were also taken to 
Riblah, and put to death, seventy-two in number. t The 
brazen pillars at the entrance to the temple, and the 
brazen sea (IL 182,184), aU the vessels and furniture 

of the reign of Zedekiah, in the nineteenIh of N.bnchedn...... Cf. 
Lle1er, .. H.tmdbach dar ChroaoIogie," I, 629. F4etieI, chap. sii. 

I larem.. l<:l<:lIU. II. 7; Iii. IL 2 KiDp xrt'. 7. 
o lerem. l<:l<:lIU. II. where the otatammd ia quite ~ .. aD the 

DObIeo of ludah oIao the kiDg ofllabyloa oIew;" ud Iii. 18, .. aD the 
princes ofludah oIao he oIew at BibIaIa. " 
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of the temple which still remained. and everything that 
was to be found of value in the palace, was eacried 
olr to Babylon.' The Cha1drea.n 8l'Dly levelled the 
walls; city, palace, and temple were burned to the 
ground. The inhabitanm who survived were eanied 
away, .. except the poor people who had nothing;" 
even from the country the richer men were carried 
away with their wives and children, and only the 
common people left behind. I Over the remnant of 
the population a Jew, Gedaliah, the BOn of Ahikam 
(p. 317), who must previously have given proof of 
Lis Chaldman sentimenlB, was placed. as viceroy. He 
took up his abode in Mizpeb, where a Babylonian 
gazriaon remained." 

.. 0 daughter of Zion, let thy tears 1Iow like rivers 
day and night "--eo tb"e Jews.laniented-" give thyself 
DO mit. The kings of the earth, and all the inhabit;. 
anm of the world would not have believed that the 
besieging 8l'Dly could have entered into the gates of 
Jerusalem. Jehovah bath cast olrhis altar, and abhorred 
his sanctuary. The stones of the sanctnary are poured 
out in the top of every street. The Lord hath thrown 
down from heaven to earth the beauty of Jerusalem. 
and remembered not his footstool in the day of his 
anger. He hath poured ont his fury like fire upon the 
tabemaele of the daughter of Zion! The elders of 
the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground and keep 
silence; they east dust 'upon their heads; they are 
girded with s8ekclotb. The virgins of Jerusalem hang 
down their heads to the ea.rtb. They that go by 
slrike the hands together, and shake the head over 

I I KiDgIo :.:n. 1$-17. I Chroa. lI:lC<'ri. 18. .1-. Iii. ~28. 
'l'be uk '" the..........t ....... ......tioo>ed. 1IOJIU'AIel,.; i& _,. iIaft 
"-already tMaa _way in rN1 &11. 

• I KiDp lC<'I'. _11. I~L .1 ....... :IIJIJ<iz. 9.10. 
-. I_a _10. • J-a ..... iY.12; ii. 7; iY. L 
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the daughter oI Jerusalem. Is this the city which 
wn.s called the garland.of beauty, the joy of the whole 
earth 1 Thy enemies shoot out their lips at thee; 
hiss and say : We have swallowed her up: this is the 
day that we looked for; we have done it. The gates 
are desolate; the ways to Zion mourn; no One eometh 
to the festival. Behold and see, all ye that pass by, 
if there is any sorrow like unto my sorrow.' Our pos
scssion is fullen to strangers, our houses to aliens; 
we are orpharuJ without a father; our mothers are like 
widows. Servants rule over us ; they wcaken our wives 
and virgins : they hang up the captains: they honour 
not the faces of the elders;. we have drunken our 
water for money; our wood is sold to us. The young 
men grind the mill-stones, and the children fall under 
the wood." The punishment of my people is greater 
than the punishment of &dom.' AU mine enemics 
rejoice at my trouble, and laugh at my overthrow, but 
thou, Jehovah, will bring the day whcn they will be 
as I am; do to them as thon hast done to me.' Our 
fathers have sinned and are not; we have borne their 
iniquitiea. Take us again to thee, Jehovah; is it 
right that thou shouldest utterly throw us away and 
be so wroth with us 1 " • 

Jeremiah was still a prisoner in the court of the 
citadel when the Chaldreans forced their way into it. 
With the rest of the inhabitants of Jerusalem he had 
been taken to Rama.h. in order to be carried away into 
Babylonia from thence, when Nebl1.ilar3.dan. at the 
eommand of Nebuchadnezzar, to whom in the interim 
Jeremiah's eonduct must have been known, caused his 
fetters to be taken oft', and gave him t.he choice 

• Lamentationa ii. 14-18; i. 12. • LamentatimJa T. 1-14. 
I Lamentationa iv. 6. • LamentatimJa i. 7, 21, 22-

·~T.7.21.22. 
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whether he would remain or go to Babylonia. . It was 
in his power to go where he would: if .he went to 
Babylonia he wonld not be neglected there. Jeremiah 
answered that he wished to remain in the land. 
Nebnsarndan then gave him maintenance and a 
present, and put him in the hands of the viceroy. 
Gedaliah, to convey him to his house at.Anathoth. 

Gedaliah exercised his new authority in a spirit of 
conciliation; he attempted to estahlish order and 
peace. If Nebusaradan, before his departure frOm the 
conquered city, had given the unoccupied fields and 
vineyards before the gates to the people .. who hall 
nothing," Gedaliah BUmmoned his countrymeu who 
had fled to the Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites, 
back to Mizpeh, " and they gathered summer fruits and 
wine in great abundauce." He also entered into nego
tiations with th~ chieftains and their soldiers, who with 
Zedekiah had broken through the lines and escaped 
the defeat at Jericho. in order to put an end to their 
plundering in the land; he offered to give up to 
them the places of which they had taken posseASion; 
if they would dwell there and serve the king of Baby
lon it would he well with them.1 The greater numher 
accepted these proposals, and put themselves under 
the mIe of Gedaliah, whose wise arrangements had 
their effect, and seemed to promise further BUccess. 
Jeremiah himself remained at Mizpah with Gedaliah. 
to whose action his advice, counsel, and influence conld 
give considerable support." Two months had not passed 
since the capture of Jernsalem, and already a number 
of men out of Samaria, Shechem. and Shilo, ventured 
to go to the ruins of Jernsalem with frankincense and 
mealrilfferinge, in order to sacrifice at the holy place, 
the seat of the temple. 

, Ienm. ld. 9. 11_ld.6. 
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In the hearts of· the great majority fierce resent. 
ment must have been raging against the destroyers of 
Jerusalem and the temple, against the conquerors of 
Judah. If Nebuchadnezzar could not be reached, his 
viceroy was in the land. A distinguished man of the 
Jewish stock had submitted to be the scrvant of the 
deadly enemy. This traitor and servant could be 
found. Ishmael, a man of the royal blood, and of the 
family of David,! one of the fugitives, came with ten 
men to Mizpeh. He put on the appearance of sub
mission. Ge.daliah invited him to the banquet, at 
which with his associates he cut down Gadalia.h, the 
Chaldrea.ns, and the Jews who were prescnt. The 
king's daughter and others wbo had been placed in 
Gedalish's care, the Jews who were assembled at 
Mizpeh, followed Ishmael He acted in union with 
Baalis, the king of Ammon, with w40m he had in
tended to take refuge. But the other chieftains, who 
had made their peace with Gedaliab, pursued after 
him, ove~ok him at the pool 'of Gibeon, and took 
away the prisoners from him; Ishmael himself escaped 
to the king of Ammon. 

The chiefs of the Jews; who were assembled at 
Mizpeh, were afraid that Nebuchadnezzar would still 
aven.,ae on them the murder of Gedaliah. They 
resolved to fly to Egypt. .Jeremiah was to entreat 
Jehovah, and declare his will to them. Arter ten days 
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, and he spake: 
.. Be Dot afraid of the king of Babylon, for I am with 
you, saith Jehovah, unto whom ye sent me to present 
your BUpplica.tion. I am with you to help you, and 
deliver you from the hand of the king of Babylon. If 
1e will not obey the voice of Jehovah, your God, say
ing : We will go into the land of Egypt, where we 

I .1 ........ zI.. 8. 
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shall see no war nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor 
have hunger of bread.; the sword which ye feared shall 
overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the 
famine whereof ye were afraid shall follow close upon 
you, and there shall ye die. Jehovah hath spoken to 
you, ye remnant of Judah. Go ye not into Egypt; 
know certainly that I have admonished you this day." 
'The warning voice was in vain. With the captains at 
their head, the fugitives who had assembled at Mizpeh, 
and the king's daughters, men and women, and all 
whom Nebusaradan had left behind with Gedaliah, 
set out to Egypt., Jeremiah and Bp.ruch also followed, 
'apparently under compulsion. 

The fate which the Assyrians had prepared for the 
state of the ten tribes 186 years previously had now 
fallen ou the kingdom of Judah. The temple was 
destroyed with the metropolis, and with ~he temple the 
last hope of the nation was gone ithe remainder of the' 
community, founded under Joshua's guidance 700 years 
previously, was annihilated; the sanctuaries were in 
the hands of the conqueror. Like the Israelites, the 
nation of Judah was now shattered and torn asunder. 
By the canals in Egypt, and by the waters of Baby
lon, on the Chaboras in Mesopotamia, and on the 
mouths of the Nile, lingered the fugitives and exiles.l 
Nothing remained to them but the remembrance of 
David's glory, and sorrow for the fall of Israel But 
the longer duration which was allowed to the kingdom 
of Judah had borne good fruits. It had given the 
Jews time to strengthen and deepen their religioUll 
and national feeling. It was not merely that the 
throne of Judah remained in the possession of the 
descendants of David, or that the kingdom of Judah 
possessed a highly revered centre in the temple, and 

I Jerem. mv. I, 8; chapa. ;d.-xliv. Ezek. i. 1-3, &0. 
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thus had maintained a strong organisation of the priest
hood; in the sufferings and struggles of the last seventy 
years these priests, in connection with the prophets, and 
filled with their views, had learned to regard the faith 
in Jehovah in a more inward manner, and plant it 
more deeply in the hearts of the people. They had 
given a. legal basis to the worship of Jehovah, and 
exalted it to be the recognised religion of the state. 
If by this means the state gained nothing in regard 
to external power and secarity. an inestimable treasure 
:was gained in regard to the confirmation and develop
.ment of religious feeling. There was hardly any fear 
that the captive and fagitive Jews would lose them
.selves in the foreign nations among whom they dwelt, 
like the Israelites, who had been transplanted to AlIsyria 
and Media, or that they would give up their national 
faith. Behind the punishment indaced by the sins of 
. the people, the prophets had proclaimed the WItora
,tion of the purified Israel. The punishment had burst 
upon them, they did not doubt that the restoration 
would conie. If AlIshur had fallen, the hour of 
.Babylon might strike; Jeremiah had already fixed the 
.time for it. Thus the destruction of their state and 
their shrines did not make the Jews despair of the 
help of their God, or cause them to fall from their 
faith. Those who remained behind. no less than 
those .who were driven out, cherished the hope of 
.Jehovah's help as deeply 88 they Celt the pain of 
the fall oC Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem Cell nineteen years after the battle of Kar
chemish. Step by step Nehuchadnezzar had overcome 

·Syria. First Arpad. Hamath-and Damascus had sue
eumbed, then the Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites. 
After Judah had recognised his supremacy in the year 
600 B.C., the rebellion on which lehoiakim ventured 
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three yearS afterwards had brought upon tliat cOuntry a 
Bevere punishment, and a condition of greater depend
ence. Four years afterwards, 593 B.C., the cities of 
the Phenicians were reduced except Tyre. The second 
rebellion of J udahwas . followed by the annihilation 
of the country. The prophets of the Jews looked 
forward to the war of Nebuchadnezzar against Egypt 
-to the punishment for the campaign which Hophrah 
had undertaken against Syria, and which had com
pelled Nebuchadnezzar to raise the siege of Jerusalem. 
Ezekiel, who was among the Jews oarried away with 
Jechoniah in 597 B.c., and with part of them had 
received a habitation on the Chaboras beyond the 
Euphrates, proclaimed the destruction and fall of 
Egypt. "Egypt," he MyS, U has. been a staff of reed 
to the houee of Israel, When they took hold of thoe 
by tbe hand then thou didst break, and rend all their 
shoulder j and when they leaned npon thee, thou diiL>t 
break and madest their loins to totter.' Thou wast as 
a dragon in the seas, and camest forth in thy rivers. 
The sword of the king of Babylon shall come upon 
thee. By the swords of the mighty will I cause 'thy 
multitudes to fall: and I will water with thy blood the 
land wherein tholl swimmest, even to the mountain; 
I will destroy all the beasts thereof from beside the 
great waters; neither ahall the foot of m!LIl, nor the 
hoof of beasts, trouble them any more. . Go down to 
them that are sunk in the pit, and be thou laid with 
the uncircumcised." 1 The same fortune 'was announced 
to the Pharaoh Hophrah and his land by Jeremiah 
among the emigrants at Tachpauhes S on the Pelusia.c 
arm of the Nile: "Behold, I will givePharlWh 

1 The announoomento of Ezekiel, chapa. nlx.-zx:Di., belong to tho 
period from tho tenth to the twelfth yoar of tho captivity, .... to thj, 
yoare 687 to 686 II.~ . • Daphno ill Herod. 2, 30, 107. 
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Hophrah, king of Egypt, into the hanq of his enemies, 
and into the hand of them that seek his life, as I gave 
Zedekiah, king of Judah, into the hand of Nebuchad
nezzar, king of Babylon, his enemy, that sought his 
life. Behold, I will send and fetch Nebucbadnezzar, 
the king of Babylon, my servant. .At the entrance of 
Pharaoh's house, in Tachpanhes, he will spread out his 
royal pavilion, and he will come and smite the land of 
Egypt, and deliver to death 'such as are for death, and 
to captivity such as are for captivity, and'to the sword 
such as are for the sword. .And I will kindle a fire in 
the honses of the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn 
them and carry them away captive, and he shall break 
the pillars of Bethshemesh (the obelisks of Heliopolis), 
and the houses of the gods of Egypt shall he burn 
with fire."l 

Nebucbadnezzar did not fulfil these expectations. 
He was not a conqueror who sought to press on beyond 
all bounds, and extend his power further and further. 
On the contrary, he sought to keep his empire within 
the natural boundaries, and not go beyond the desert 
which separated him from Egypt. The subjugation of 
Syria was not complete so long as Tyre did not obey 
his authority. He directed his arms not against 
Hophrah but against Tyre. It was diHicult to reach 
the island city without a Heet. Neverthele.!s Ezekwl 
looked forward to t~e speedy success of the Baby
lonians, and the immediate fall of the great trading 
city. Tyre will fall because she rejoiced over the fall 
of J ernsalem, because she cried: .. I shall be full, since 
thou art desolate."1 He describes in a lively manner 

I ~erem. :dili. 8-13; sliT. 30. 
• • EoekieJ, chapa. ~ The prophecy begiDa in the ol8veoth 
y_ after the captmty '" ~echoniah, on the /ira day '" the lDODth, 
UId tberefme four lIIDDthe bd>re the eaptme '" ~enJ8IIem; fJum 
zxri. 7 i& is cJear that the liege '" Tpe had DOt yel begun: hecawoe 
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how Nebuchadne;zar will set up his battering-rams 
against the walls of Tyre; how he will throw down 
·their towera with his· engines of war; will cast up a 
trench against them, and rai,se the shield upon them.l 

He sees the island already changed into a naked rock 
for spreading out nets. 2 These prophecies also were 
not fulfilled in their whole extent. The siege, after 
the capture of the old city, was no more than a block
ade from the mainland, a cutting oft' of all intercourse 
of the city towards the coast, such as had once before 
been carried on in the time of Shalmanesar IV. an<l 

. Assurbanipal of Assyria (pp. 83,166), and now as then 
it was only feebly sustained from the sea by the ships 
which the subject neighbour-harboura had to furnish. 
Nebuchac:lnezzar's troops are said to have remained 
thirteen years lJefore Tyre. The blockade was brought 
to an end, as it seems, in the year 573 B.C., by an 
arrangement in which the Tyrians recognised . thE) 
Tyre rejoiced in tho Iall of Jerusalem, she also was to be destroYed. 
Afterwards. in the year 670 B.O •• Ezekiel decIares that tho Ohaldmans 
have received no reward for their heavy service against Tyre 
(xxix. 17). Hence tho siege of Tyre, whish, according to Joeephus; 
lasted for 13 y ...... 1alle between 686-670 B.O. This reeult is confirmed 
by tho quotations of Jceephue from Phenician annals (" e. Apion." 
1. 21; "Antiq." 10. 11. 1). Aooording to th .... Oyrns ascended the 
throne in tho fourteenth year of Hiram, king of Tyro. Before Hiram 
Merbaal reigned for four y ..... ; before him the judgee Mutton and 
Geraatrat, and king Balator. for six y ...... the areh-prieet Abba. for 
three montha. tho judges Eknibal and Chelbee for 12 months, king 
Baal for 10 y ...... and before him Ithobal, under whom Tyre was 
besieged for 13 years. The reign of Oyrns is obviously calculated 
from tho date at whish he oonquered Babylon and the Persians took 
the place of the Ohaldmaus. i. .. from tho year 638]1.e. If we calculate 
the datee given by Joeephns to this point, tho si.ge of Tyre oem. to an 
end in the year 673 B.O •• and began immediately after the conqueet of 
Jerosalem in 686 B.O. The addition of Jceephus that the siege of Tyre 
began in the 8Ovonth year of N.buehadn ....... (699 B.O.)is. a direotcon
tradictioD to the other more deta.iled etetemente. No doubt w. ought 
to read the oevouteenth year of N.buehadn ...... for tho .. venth year 
with M. Ni.buhr (" Aeenr una Babel," .. 107). 

1 Ezek. ""vi. 8, 9, 10. • Ezek. :u:vi. 14. 
VOL. IlL AA 
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supremacy of the king of Babylon. "A heavy ser
vice," says the prophet Ezekiel, "has Nebuchadnezzar 
compelled his army to perform against Tyre. Every' 
head is bald, and every shoulder peeled, and there is 
no wages in his army for Tyre." The Tyrians, as it 
seems, allowed Nebuchadnezzar to elect their king. 
Ethbaal, king of Tire, resigned the throne, and Nebu
chadnezzar set up Baal in his place.} 

After repeated str1lgglesNebuchadnezzar had driven 
the Egyptians out of Syria, had repulsed their attempts 
to support the rebellions of the Syrians. In addition 
to the tribes of the Arabs between LibanuB and Anti
libanus he had brought the states and cities of the 
Syrians to obedience; he had united under his suprem
acy the Semitic tribes from the Tigris to the Syrian 
coast, from the Persian to the Arabian Gulf. Never 
had the ancient kingdom of Babylon won such power, 
and taken up such a position. Yet this wide extent 
of liominion scarcely bore comparison with the empire 
of the Medes, in concert with which Rabylonia had 
overthrown the ABByrians. But the territory of Babylon 
between the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf, as 
compared with the long stretch of the Median Empire, 
which reached from the Halys to the middle, and to 
the southern edge of the table-land of Iran. was 
better rounded off, and the population of Babylonia 

I That Tyre, thDngh DOl; eapbued, ..... eubjugated by the Baby
lonians, must be oonclnded from the otatement of IIerooas, geumal 
thDngh that i&-tbat alll'holDicia wsa anbjugated by N.lmcbadn_ 
(oupr. p. 328, ft.). ODd further from the fad; that loeeplrwo (" c. ApioD." 
I, 21) tells 1lIJ that Jlerbul ADd BUam were fetehed by the Tyriana 
from BabyIoD; aod, finally, from the cizcumotaDCe that the reign at 
Ithobal ........ with the end of the aiege, ODd that of BealIlOlDlllOJlC(ll 
Hen ... it fo\lowa that Itbobal ..... deJ><-I, ODd his noe canied awa, 
to Babylon. That the deportation of kings ODd elefttion at otbeN D! 
their pl4ce wu 1lB1III11U1lOl1g the BabyIoDiau, UIUIlOlIg the ~ 
is clear from the eump1e r4 leehooiah, ODd from 2 KiDgw :aT. 28. 
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was more homogeneous. It belonged to one tribe 
only. These advantages, combined with the profuse 
fertility and the highly-developed industrial activity 
of the native land, with the trade and maritime 
resourees of the Phenician cities, could compensate 
to Babylonia in intensive power the advantage which 
Media had in extent. For the present the courts 
of Babylon. Media, and Lydia, were peacefully con
nected by the ties of relationship. 



CHAPTER XV. 

NEBUOHADNEZZAR AJm ms SUCCE8S0BS. 

AssYRIA had become known to the Greeks about 
the time when Tiglath Pilesar IL had reduced Syria 
to submisaion, and the cities of the Pbenicians were 
subject to the kings of Asshur-i. e. about the middle 
of the eighth century B.C. Hence for them the name 
Assyrians denoted the whole population of Asia from 
the Syrian coast to the Tigris, and the range of the 
Zagrus: "Syrians" is merely an abbreviated form of 
the name" Assyrians. " In this sense Herodotns says: 
•• After the fall of Nineveh Babylon was the chief 
city of the Assyrians." 1 As a w:t Nebuchadne~ had 
united under his dominion the whole of the Semitic 
tribes on both sides of the Syrian desert. The 
stubborn resistance of the Phenicians and Hebrews 
had been broken by repeated canJpaigns; at least, after 
the subjugation of Tyre, we hear no more of rebellion 
by a Syrian tribe against Babylonia. 

Nebuchadnezzar was able to complete the work 
which his father Nabopolassar had commenced by 
liberating Babylon from Assyria after two centuries 
of supremacy and one century of dominion, and 
had secured by it the annihilation of Assyria. The 
second king of this name on the throne of Babylon 

I HerocI. 2, 178. 
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-Nebuchadnezzar I. had fought against Assyria with 
some success in the first half of the 12th century B.C. 

(IL 87)-he was the true founder of the new kingdom. 
Berosus is fully justified in saying of him, that he 
surpassed the achievements of all the earlier kings of 
the Chaldreana, though the addition that he ruled over 
Egypt, as, well Phrenicia, Syria, and Arabia, is to· be 
ascribed to the vainglory of the Babylonian.1 Nebu
chadnezzar was indeed a prince of extraordinary gifts. 
He proved.himself a brave warrior in the great victory 
which he gained over the, Egyptians at Karchemish, 
and in the subsequent campaigns against the Arabians, 
Syrians, and Egyptians .. The fame of his battles reached 
the Greeks: we find Hellenic nobles, as Antimenidas 
of Lesbos, the brother of the poet Alcreus, in his army." 
At Karchemish a.nd in the south of Judah these had 
an opportunity of measirring themselves against their 
countrymen in the service of Necho and HophralI. 
But Nebuchadnezzar did not allow the successes of 
his arms to tempt him' beyond the limits which he 
had fixed for himself. He was not a conqueror in the 
Oriental sense, pressing onward to unlimited dominion. 
With a clear sense of his power, he plaCed bounds on 
his campaigns: as we saw, he refrained from attack. 
ing Egypt. His chief care was the secure foundation 
and continuance of his kingdom, and he clearly recog
nised the conditions which would promote this aim. 
The object, which he thus set before himself, he sought 
to realise with wisdom, with unwearied effort, and the 
greatest perseverance. He did much to promote the 
welfare of his kingdom; to encourage agriculture and 
trade; to improve the communications of Babylon by 
land and sea. He secured the strongest protection for 
his land and metropolis by a magnificent and well. 

I l.-pb. .. 0. ApioD." I, 19. I Aloa!i fragm. 3.5, ed. Bergk. 
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considered system of fortifications. He must be num
bered among the foremost princes of the 'ancient East. 
An engraved stone in the Berlin Museum presents us 
with a head; the cuneiform letters round it tell us: 
"To Merodach Nabukudurussur, king of Babylon: in 
his life he prepared it." 1 It is a portrait in profile, 
quite different from the only other relief of a Baby
lonian king which has come down to us (I. 802) ; quite 
different also from the delineations of the Assyrian 
kings. Instead of the tall /dc/ari8, and the long curled 
hair and beard, this head 'Wears a closing helmet with 
a low ridge. The hair can be seen beneath it, but it 
does not fall on the neck: the face is smooth and 
beardless. The lines are round and full, the neck 
strong. Under the helmet protrudes the forehead, 
which slightly recedes; the brows are closely knit; 
there is a look of authority in the eye. The nose is 
straight and well-formed: the chin is short and round, 
and slightly elevated. It is the picture of a strong 
and even imperious will. a firm self-conscious power. 

Babylon must have suffered severely in the repeated 
campaigns of Tiglath Pilesar IL, Sargon, Sennacherib, 
and Assurbanipal, in the struggle for the possession of 
the Chaldreau districts, for Bit Yakio and Babylon. 
Babylon was besieged and taken by Sennacherib, and 
severely punished. The restorations of Esarhaddon 
were no doubt again destroyed at the second capture 
of the city by Assurbanipal. How far Nabopolassar 
Bucceeded in securing not Babylon only and the larger 
cities, but the country also from devastation and plunder 
by the Sacre, we do not know. In any case there must 
everywhere have been deep and severe woonds in need 

. of healing. 
, We saw that the produce of the agriculture of 

1 Tasoie," CaIalDgoe n.u-u.e. "p.M; Bupe. "l'IaIu:heo," 11, 663. 
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Babylon, the fruit of the field, depended on the 
irrigation, the system of eana.I.s, and the regulation of 
the overflow of the Euphrates. Nebuchadnezzar must 
have commenced his work by putting in order the 
dams of the Euphrates, which it W(lS no easy task to 
keep up, by providing with water-courses or cleaning 
out the canals which had become dry or blocked up.l 
The great canals of the old kings were still in existence, 
the canal of Hammurabi, the Narsares, the Pallakopas, 
and the connecting eana.I.s between the Euphrates and 
Tigris above Babylon.2 Nebuchadnezzar must have 
taken measures for their restoration. He increased 
the number of the connectious between the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, and made them more useful by cutting 
a new canal from the Euphrates to the Tigris, of suf
ficient dimensions to carry the largest vessels. This 
was the Nahr Maika, i. e. the king's trench. Herodotus 
calls it the largest of the Babylonian canf!ls. Accord
ing to Xenophon's statement there were four canals 
connecting the Euphrates and the Tigris, one hundred 
feet in breadth, and deep enough to carry even corn 
ships. They were bridged over, and about four miles 
from each other. From these were derived the canals 
of irrigation, first the large, then the small, and lastly 
runnels like those in Greece for watering the fields 
of millet. The larger canals of irrigation were 80 

deep that the Greeks with Clearchus could not cross 
them without bridges; and for the construction of 
these the palms which shadowed the banks of the 
canals were felled. Clearchus and Xenophon' crossed 
the two northernmost of the connecting canals in order 
to come from the Median wall to Si~ on the Tigris. 

• Op. Btrabo, P. 739. 
• VoL L p. 300. Herod. 1, ~86 •. AnUm, "Anab." 7, 21. Polybius, 

9,43.' Btrabo, P. 7M. AIDJDI&II. MarooII. 23, 8. PIal-. 6, 20. 
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The first they crossed by the permanent bridge, the 
second by a bridge of boats supported by seven 
merchantmen. The lining of these canals was con
structed of bricks, united with asphalt-mortar. There 
still exist four canals connecting the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. The SakIawiye is followed by the Nahr 
Sersar; further to the south is the Nahr MaIka, which 
leaves the eastern bank of the Euphrates below 
Feludsha, in order to reach the Tigris at the poiut 
marked by the ruins ofSeleucia-ihis is the great 
eanal constructed by Nebuchadnezzar: lastly, imme
diatelyabove Babylon, is the Nahr Kutha, named after 
the city of Kutha. Thus Nebuchadnezzar completed 
the old canal system of Babylon; he facilitated the 
communication between the two rivers in the upper 
part of the land, and increased the irrigation. He 
also gave attention to the lower land: between the 
Narsares and the Pallakopas, which earry away the 
overflow of the water of the Euphrates, below Babylon, 
he made trenches in order to drain the marsh, and he 
caused dams to be erected on the searcoast in order 
to keep out the inundations of the sea.I 

In order to avoid destructive Hoods at the time of 
the yearly inundation, in order to bring about a 
gradnated and regular rise of the Euphrates, in order 
to receive the overllow in the years when the inunda
tion was higher, and apply the water thus stored in 
the years of drought,-in a word. in order to have the 

I VoL L p. 301. Abyden. fragm.·8, 9, ed. Kuller. The poeition of 
the /Ja.iMmc .. ~ is fixed by Ptolemy, 6, 17. That Nebucbadneri:ar 
ea1l8ed the Nohr MaIka to be euavated Ion..... from the ... onIa of 
Abydenua in Euaebiua ("Chron." L p.37, ed. 8cIWne): Amuu:aIen 
:IIuviom ex Arazane (Eupbrate) deriTavit: cp." Pralp. Evaog." 9, 41. 
Armaca\e must obviouSly be the IIIIID8 name ... Nohr MaIb. Cp. PIin. 
.. HisL Nat" 6, 26 (30). On the poeition of the Nohr JlaIb, Xeu. 
.. Auab." 2-4. Ammiaa. JlarceIJ. 26. 8; IIIId that. it ,... DDipbIe, 
Hsrod.. 1. 193. 
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water of" the Euphrates" completely under control, 
Nebuchadnezzar took in hand, and completed, one of 
the most magnificent of hydraulic works. Above Baby
lon, and the four canals which counect" the Euphrates 
with the Tigris on the northern border of Babylonia 
proper, lay the ancient city of Sippara (I. 257). Near 
this, on the eastern bank of the Euphrates," was exca
vated a vast basin, not inferior to the artificial lake of 
Amenemha. The circuit of this basin is said to have 
been 420 stades (i. e. 50 miles); the depth reached 35 
feet. The trenches and dams, which formed this 
basin, were cased, on the inclines, with masonry, and 
the excavated earth was used for the embankment of 
the Euphrates. According to the excerpt in Abydenus, 
Berosus allowed a circuit of 40 parasangs, i. ·e. 150 miles, 
for this basin, with a depth of 20 fathoms, and added 
that the sluiees, which opened and shut of themselves, 
according to the level of the water in the basin of the 
Euphrates, irri5ated the level land. If the circuit of 
the basin was really 50 miles, we must suppose that 
here, ail in the lake of Amenemha", a low-lying strip 
of land was changed by embankment into a basin or 
wide reservoir.1 With this great undertaking were 

J AbydenusinEnsebiWl, loc.ciI. "Pnep. Evang."9, 41. Diod. (2, 9) 
88C1"ibes this basin, 88 he doee &Il the buildinge of Babylon, with the 
exception of the hanging gardone, to Semiramis. Herodotus deacribee 
the basin, and oonside .. the maker of it to be, not Bemiramia, but 
Nitooris, .... ho lived five generatious Jeter •. To the aa.me queen he 
88C1"ibes the .... orks in the bed of the Euphrates, the embankment of 
the river, aud the bridge over the Euphratee, 1, 184-188. He fixee 
the dote of Nitocris more precisely when he etetee that Cyme marched 
against her eon, .... ho liks hie father was called LabynetUB, and took 
Babylon. We kno .... fDr oertein that no .... oman reigned over Babylon 
from Nabopolaaeer to the overthro .... of the kingdom. Herodotus' 
kno .... ledge about the" kingdom of Babylon is extremely scanty; he 
obtained his information, it .... ould eeem," chiefly through the Peraiane; 
and it is restricted obiefly to theee two namee, Nitocris and LabynetUB, 
for he denotee by the same Dame the Baby1onisn, .... ho ammged the 
peace botween tho Medee and the Lydiana (supr. p. 260). In the one case 
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connected other hydraulic works erected at Axdericca. 
At this place Nebuchadnezzar caused a new ped to be 
ellicavated for the Euphrates, with sharp curves, either 
to lessen the force of the current, and make naviga
tion up the current pOS8ible, or, which is more pro
bable, because it was necessary to moderate the flow of 
the river in order to conduct the inundation into the 
basin at Sippara.l By means of this basin at Sippara 
Nebuchadnezzar really brought the Euphrates into his 
power. Even though the excess of the water of the 
stream might be too much for its large dimensions 
in any single year, the canals leading to the Tigris 
provided the means of carrying oft' the excess iuto 
tha~ river, and at the same time it was poBBible 
owing to the connections to counteract by means of 
the Euphrates the inequality of the water in the lower 
Tigris. 

The regulation of the inundation, of the bed and 
level of the Euphrates. and of the level of the Tigrifl. 
was not only an assistance to agriculture, but to trade 
also, inasmuch as it facilitated the navigation in both 

N"bopoJasaa.r is meant by Iabynetus, in the other N"bonotns; and 
so Nitocris can only be Amyite, the daughter 01 Cyan ..... the conoort 
01 Nebocbadnerqar (p. 280). The otetement 01 Berooua in Abyden ..... 
putting the extent 01 the basin at 40 paruang8 (it is aIoo round in 
Diodorus, 2, 9, nz. 1200 sladeo), is so exaggerated that in this pv
ticuIar the statement 01 Herodot ..... who aJlows an extent 01 420 otedeoo 
to the lab, deoerv ... the preference. Diodoras, Zoe. oil., giv ... the 
depth as stated in the text; aooording to the Armenian Eaaebi ... ii 
,... 20 cubite; according to the "PnBp. Eveg.," wlW:b &1M> quot. 
Abyden ..... it was 20 fatboma, .... 120 feet. 

I Herod. I, 185. It is cIMr from the account 01 Herodotua that the 
. artificial banda in the rivar-bed lay "hove BiPJIIb"IL The object wlW:b 
lIerodotua aacribeo to tbeoe works in the rivar-tbat the long ODd 
winding .... vigation ODd the 1arge lab were inteoded to hindar the 
Iloo... from coming to Babylon ODd BOeing wbat took place there-ilo 
.... _ ImDIIgh. The AnIaricca 01 Herodotua is, DO doubt, idenlica1 
with the Idibza 01 Ptolemy, which he p1aceo more than tbree-C0art.b8 

-01" degIee higher up the Euphtateo than BiPJIIb"IL PtoJem. 5,17,111, 
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streams. In this way trade received considerable 
support, and Nebuchadnezzar also paid attention to it 
beyond tbe borders of the Babylonian land. To his 
time apparently belongs the fouudation of the Baby
lonian colony of Gerrha on the Arabian coast of the 
Persian Gulf. For the trade of Babylonia with South 
Arabia and the products of India which came to South 
Arabia (L 305). it was important to avoid the trans
port by land and the middle trade of the Arabians, 
and to obtain those wares by direct marine trade 
with Babylonia. The building of the harbour city of 
Terp.don at the mouth of the Euphrates. 400 miles 
below Babylon, which became the chief centre of the 
trade in Arabian spices. is. as we are definitely informed, 
the work of Nebuchadnezzar, and the Dedanites in 
whose land lay the colony of Gerrha (the modem 
Chatif) opposite the Bahrain islands, at a distance of 

,300 miles, from Teredon, had been subjugated by 
Nebuchadnezzar (p. 329). The Gerrhreans brought 
the products and the incense of Arabia on board ship 
to Babylon; from hence it was sent up the river to 
Thspsacus. and from thence carried by land in every 
direction. 1 , In this way the lucrative trade with 
South Arabia by the sea-route of the Persillon Gulf 
must have been gained for Babylon. Hence it ap
pears that Nebuchadnezzar built Teredon and founded 
Gerrha with the same object with which the Pheniciane 
--in order to avoid the middle trade of the Arabians, 
and the diffimllties of the caravan trade-arranged 
their navigation from Elath to South Arabia. in the 
time of Solomon, Jehoshapbat, and Uzziah of Judah. 
Th~ Babylonians were already or subsequently became 

1 Aristobulus in Btrabo, P. 188. Eusebi...... CImm." I, P. 40, 
ed. Schone; u~ Evang!' 9, 41. Dionya. "Perieg." v. 982-
Ptolem. 6, 19. Movers' aomewho.t different view on Gerrba is given. 
u Phmnizier,"~. 3, 308.. 
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acquainted with the navigation on the Persian Gulf. 
Their voyages extended to the bold headla!ld of the 
mountains of Maketa (Cape Mussendom), where it 
was possible to enter into ·direct communication 
with the Indians.1 At a later time we hear only of 
the Gerrhalans as middle-men in the trade with the 
Sabalans, while in the Hebrew Scriptures the Rheg
malans and Dedanites carry on trade with Sabala. 
The Gerrhreans carried the products of Arabia to 
Babylon by sea; then they passed not merely up the 
Euphrates, but also across the desert in a slanting 
direction to Syria. It must have been one of the 
most beneficial results of the hydraulic works of 
Nebuchadnezzar that the Euphrates co.uld be navi
gated up the stream; and triremes could advance 
as far as Thipsach. Trade was greatly facilitated by 
the fact that the wares of India and Arabia could not 
only be brought by water to Babylon, but could also 
he conveyed along with the products of Babylonian 
industry flo that city where the most crowded caravan 
routes from Cilicia, Syria, and Phrenicia, touched the 
Euphrates, 9 while, on the other hand, the wares 
brought along these routes from Syria could be carried 
in return to Babylon. By the Naltr MaIka the ships 
of heaviest burden could then pass from the Euphrates 

. into the Tigris. H the cities of the PhenicianB lost 
their sea trade on the Persian Gulf by their depend
ence on Babylon-in case the Egyptians closed that 
gulf to the subjects of Nebuchadnezzar-they were 
compensated by the fact that they could obtain the 
products of South Arabia, not only by the caravan 
route by Elath, but also in Babylon itsel! M01'e9¥er, 

l.Isaiah xliii. 14. Ba:h. "Pen." .... 62-M. ArriaD, "W" 32-
Strabo, P. 766. 

• 8trabo, Ioc. ciL Diodonts, 14, 21, 81. VoL n. p. 297. 
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the Arabian tribes on the Euphrates and in the Syrian 
desert, the Kedarites and their neighbours, were sub
ject to Nebuchadnezzar, and the construction of the 
roads which led from Babylon through the desert to 
the West, to Sela and Elath, which provided a far 
'shorter means of connection with Syria than the old 
caravan routes by Damascus and Tadmor to Thipsach, 
and by Riblah and Hamath to Karchemish, must 
certainly be ascribed to Nebuchadnezzar.1 

Under the protection of the common head the 
caravans of the Phenicians travelled in peace along 
pecure roads from the Syrian Sea to the Euphrates. the 
Tigris, t~e Persian Gulf, and the east coast of the Red 
Sea. The impulse which the trade thereby acquired 
might cause the supremacy of Nebuchadnezzar to 
appear to the Phenician cities not only tolerable, but 
advantageous. The easier and more secure connection 
with Babylon might, at any rate, teach them to forget 
in part the loss which their market had Buffered by 
the fall of Nineveh. The increased productiveness of 
agriculture, the livelier trade, and consequent growth 
of industry, could not but raise the power and resources 
of. the Babylonian kingdom. The more lively the 
intercourse between the two great halves of the king
dom separated by the desert, the more passable the 
desert became, the easier was it for troops to march 
from Babylon to Gaza, from Harran to Hamath. And 
if the canals of the Babylonian plain cimied the ships 
of the Euphrates to the 'l'igris, and left no field without 
irrigation, they at the same time largely increased the 
means of defence in the native land. 

The numerous invasions which Babylonia had 
1 Movere, II Phamizier," 2, 3, 306. This road certainly cannot be 

Cl&1'l'ied back to the Ph.nioians; the nearest way. from Nineveh to 
Syria. often traveroed by the Assyrian kings 0>;1 their campaigne. paeeed 
by Karchemish on the lower Oroutea. 
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suffered from the Assyrians must have been held in 
lively recollection, and the founder of the new king
dom could not ·omit to bestow his earnest attention on . 
the mode of preventing such dangers for the future. 
They were only possible on the Bide of Media.. So far 
118 the difference of force in comparison with Media 
was not removed by the better frontier, the more 
homogeneous population, and the greater productive 
power in Babylonia, it was necessary to attempt to 
remove it by the erection of fortrel!8e8 in the land. 
As the attacks of the Assyrians had taken place from 
the North, the attacks of the Medea were also to be 
expected from that quarter. Mesopotamia might, in 
case of necessity, be abandoned, if the native land 
were made secure. Babylonia had excellent bulwarks 
on the East and West in the Euphrates and the Tigris ; 
in the North the line of canals, especially the new 
and broad canal, Nahr MaIka, formed a similar pro
tection. The basin of Sippara was not merely con
structed with a view to the cultivation of the soil and 
the navigation; it was at the same time calculated that 
the supply of water contained in it was sufficient to 
change the most northern of these canals into deep 
watercourses. The sluices were gnarded by the fortrC88 
of Sippara.1 How destructive this basin would one 
day be to his metropolis, how it would render vain 
the fruit of all his labolll"8, Nehuchadnezzar never 
dreamed. H every hostile power in the East and 
West had to Cl'088 a wide river in the face of the 
Babylonian army, the two rivers from Sippara down
wards could now be filled by opening the great 
reservoir and by elosing the sluices of the Pallakopas 
in such a Dl&IlIlU that it became more difficult than 
ever to Cl'088 them. The same was the case with the 

J Plin. •• m.t. liaL" 8. 26 (30). 
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canals. But the difficulties here were not so great, 
and they did not satisfy"Nebuchadnezzar. In order 
to strengthen the defence of the northem border, in 
order to protect the basin of Sippara., on whir.h depended 
the filling of the upper canals and the feeding of the 
lower course of both streams, to make more secure the 
fertile part of Babylonia, Nebuchadnezzar built a strong 
wall, extending from the Euphrates to the Tigris, above 
the four canals and the fortified Sippara. This fortifi
cation the Greeks call "the Median wall" It was, in 
fact, intended to meet the attacks of the Medes. Had 
Nebuchadnezzar chosen for the line of the wall the 
point at which the two rivers most nearly approach 
each other, the length of it would have been little 
more than 25 miles; but as Sippara and all the land 
of the canals had to be protected, the wall must have 
been placed farther to the north. It appears to have 
left the Euphrates at Ssifeira below the modem 
Feludsha, and, extending in a north-easterly dir66' 
tion, it reachecl the Tigris at some distance above the 
modem Bagdad. The length was thus from 60 to 75 
miles. The wall was constructed of burnt bricks joined 
together by mortar of asphalt; aceording to Xenophon,l 

1 Eratostheneo in Btrabo puts the length of the wall at 200 stad .. 
(26 miles) only. Xenophon at 20 pa.raesngs (76 miles). "BB it is said:" 
in his time a part of the wall WBB otill etanding. " Allab. .. 2. 4; .p. 
Joseph. "0. Apion." I, 20. Butit is at the ...... e time clear from the 
whole narrative of Xenophon that the Median wall WBB not aituotod 
at the narrowest point, but &r higher UP. whore the diotsnce hotwesn 
tho rivera is far wid.... i. .. above Sittaca. We have no definite 
evidence that this wall WBB built by Nebuchadnozzar. U Strabo 
aooribee it to Bomiramia, that moana no more than the fact thet the 
modern inhabitants give the name Sidd Nimrod to the remoina A 
wall against attscluo from the North, against attscluo of the Mod.., 
would have no moaning before the rioo of the pow ... of the Modes; its 
origin and importanoo are entirely duo to anxiety in roga>d to the 
Mod.., and that such anxiety did exist, WBB duo to the ""porion ... 
which BabylDnia had had of Assyria, and the relative power of the 
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who saw parts of it still standing, the breadth was 20 
feet and the height 100 feet. The native land, thE; 
centre of the kingdom, was thus protected; . and even 
when it was lost, in spite of the protection of the two 
streams, the canals, and the long wall, the metropolis 
was intended to present impregnable fortresses to the 
enemy. 

Babylon had no doubt suffered the most severe 
wounds in a.Jl the land of ChaJdrea through the capture 
by Assurbanipal. Berosus says: "Nebuchadnezzar 
restored the old city, and also built a new one, and 
that the besieger might not enter the city by averting 
the stream, he surrounded the inner city as well as the 
outer with three wa.Jls, one of burnt bricks, the other 
two of unburnt bricks and bitumen, and thus he forti
fied it in a very striking manner, and adorned the 
gates with great splendour.'" Herodotus, who saw 
the city more than one hundred years after the death 
of Nebuchadnezzar, when it had been four times cap
tured by Cyrus, Darius, and Xerxes, describes it thus : 
"The city is situated in a wide plain, and forms a 
square of 120 stades on each side, so that the whole 
circuit reaches 480 stades. It is divided into two 
parts, and the river Euphrates Hows through the 
middle. It is surrounded by a broad and deep trench, 
which is always filled with water. The soil taken 
from this trench was made into bricks, and burnt; 
and these bricks were applied, first to lining the trench 
two Jringdmna; and it is also shown in the otat.ementll of Herodotu 
aboui the object of the windings in the n-and the Jake. The....,.. 
-... of Nelmchodnmmo ........ lumIly in • pooition to lIDdertake aueh 
works. This coald be dona at moot by Nabooetue; buhe l00ephuo 
(U c. Apion. " I, 20) quotes from Berooua • companliYeJy DDimportan, 
building of this king, the Median ....n would DOt have been forgotten 
'if it had uiaea from him. On the direcliOD of the wa1l, cp. Grote, 
U Hist. oflheece,." 9. 89. 

I Beroa. bagm. 14, eeL HiilIer. 
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and then to building the waD. The wall is 50 ·Baby'
Ionian cubits in thickness and 200 cubits in height. The 
bricks are held together by bitumen-mortar,and at every 
thirtieth course they are separated by a layer of reeds. 
On the wall are houses of a single chamber, built on 
either side opposite each other, and yet sufficient apaee 
is left between them for a chariot and four to pam!. 
In the wall are one hundred gates, all of brass, with 
brazen lintels and side-posts.. The wall has wings 
which run along the river on either side, and the banks 
are cased with masonry of burnt brick& The city 
itself is filled with houses of three and four stories. 
through which are straight streets-both those which 
lead to the river and the rest. Thosewhieh run down 
to the river have each a brazen gate in the masonry 
on the river, through which you pass on steps or burnt 
brick into the water. 1 And within this wall, which 
is as it were the corslet of the city, is another wall. 
not much inferior in strength to the other, but less in 
extent. or the two parts of the city the centre of the 
one is occupied by the royal citadel, the centre of the 
other by the temple of BeIus with the gates of 
brass." I In another passage Herodotus gives the 
names of some of the gates of Babylon; he mentions 
the gate of Bclus, the gate of Semiramis, the gate of 
Ninus, the gate of the Chaldreans, and the gate of the 
Cissians. 

That gates in Babylon could not be named after 
Ninus and Semiramis, i. e. after fictitious rulers, and 
hardly after the ChaIdreans, needs no proof in detail 
But the narrative of Herodotus, in which these names 
are found, goes back in other respects to Med~Per
sian poems, which, os we already found, could tell of 
Ninus and Semiramis. The Babylonians were bettet 

1 Herod. I, 186. 
'VOL. DL 

I Herod. I, 178, 179. 
BB 
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acquainted with the history of Assyria It is more 
striking that in the description of the city .Herodotus 
speaks of the walls and gates of Babylon as if they 
were uninjured; and yet, lome twenty years after the 
death of Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus took Babylon by 
storm; and scarcely twenty years afterwards Darius 
overcame the city, after a siege which lasted nearly 
two years. A new rebellion quickly followed, to be 
crushed by a third capture of the city; and even after 
this a new rising of the Babylonians was again repressed 
by Xerxes. After this series of struggles the walls 
and gates could not have remained uninjured, and 
Herodotus himself tells us that Darius destroyed the 
gates after the long siege. 1 Were Cyrus, Darius, and 
Xerxes likely to allow the Babylonians, after each 
capture of the city, to restore the walls in which the 
city trusted'l-were they not rather likely to take care 
that after each capture long portions of the wall should 
be destroyed, and so remain ! 

Next to Herodotus in point of tinle, Xenophon and 
Ctesias are our informants about Babylon. Xenophon 
did not see the city; he only came within 45 miles-of 
it. He contents himself with remarking that Babylon, 
the wealthiest city in Asia, was surrounded by strong 
and lofty walls; that the Euphrates flowed through it; 
that it contained a palace and citadels, that the doors 
of the houses were made of palm-wood! Ctesias, 
who had been in Babylon, gives to the wall of the 
city, "through which the Euphrates flows," a circuit 
of 360 stades (45 miles). The wall, built of burnt 
brick and bitumen, broken by numerous large towers. 
was 50 fathoms in height; and on either bank of the 
river ran a protecting wall, equal in strength to the 

I Herod. 3, lli8. 
I XaJoph.. UADab." I,., a. UIuL Oyr." T, 6, 1, 21. 
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city walL.The length of these waDs WII$ about 160 
stades. His description of the .two royal citadels, 
.. both of which lay on the river," one on the west side, 
the other on the east-the former was surrounded by 
a triple wall, and had a circuit of 60 stades, while 
the other on the east side was only half the size.-his 
description of the golden statues of gods in the temple 
of Belus, and the golden alta)." and furniture, is already 
known to us (L 293). About half a century after 
Ctesias, Cleitarchus and the eompanions of Alexander 
of Macedon inform us that the wall of Babylon had 
a circuit of 365 stades; the height they give at 50 
cubits; the width allowed ample room for two wagons 
to pass each other. Two hundred and fifty towers 
rose above the wall, of a eorresponding height and 
thickness. Between the wall and the houses was left 
a clear space of two plethra.1 That the number of 
towers was eo small in eomparison with the circuit of 
the wall is no reason for wonder-eo Diodorus or his 
authority adds-for the city was surrounded by a 
wide belt of marshes, and it did not appear to be 
necessary to build towers where the marshes afforded 
sufficient protection. S 

The accounts which have been preserved of the stay 
of Alexander of Macedon in Babylon also prove the 
existenee of two royal citadels, one on each hank of 
the Euphrates. In the last days of his life Alexander 
lived in the king's palace, from which the house of 
Bagoas, with whom on one occa.sion he banqneted, 
was distant ten stades. I From the banquet-hall in 
this palace, where he had given his eommands to his 

1 Diod. 2, 7. Cp. Arrian, .. Anab." 7, 17,8. Poendo-CBllisthe ... 
IlIICriboa to Babylon a diametar 01 DO more than 12 IIiadsa and 220 or 
206 teet: he aacriboa to the city 01 Alexandria in Egypt " diametar of 
16llliadsa; I, 31. 

• Diod. 2, 7. • Eumenee in & "Var. JIist." 3, 23. 
BB2 
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generals, and rested till the dusk 01 the evening, he 
was carried in a litter to the river, and cpnducted on 
board ship to the park on the other side 01 the river, 
where he bathed and rested. Alter spending three 
days there in his ehamber-on the first day he played 
at diee with Medius; on'the second he listened to the 
account 01 Nearehus about the voyage from the Indus 
through the great sea; on the third he bade his 
generals enter to receive instructions lor setting out in 
three days-he eaused himself to be brought into the 
house near "the large bath;" he gave orders lor the 
generals to keep watch in the portico, and the Chili
arebs and the Pentaeosiarebs before the doors. When 
more seriously ill he was conveyed from the garden 
into the more distant royal palace, where the generals 
entered, and the soldiers lorced their way into his 

, presenee.1 

Leaving out 01 sight what may have remained, and 
did remain uninjured. of the outer walls and towers 01 
the city, when Herodotus and Ctesia8 were in Babylon, 
and when the Maeedonians 01 Alexander saw the city, 
it is clear that in the fifth and lourth century RC. so 
much remained standing that the line 01 the trenches 
and the wall could be clearly traced.. H the circuit of 365 
stades, given by CIeitarchus, is clearly a fiction derived 
from the number of days in the Babylonian year, we 
shall atiIl be able to give the preference to the 360 stades 
of Ctesias over the 480 atades of Herodotus, though 
Aristotle remarks, "Babylon reached the extent of a 
nation, not 01 a city."! Since, as Ctesias also tells us, 
the two walls on the Euphrates were nearly 160 stades 
in length, the wall on each bank would be Dearly 80 
atadea in length, i. e. about 10 miles. Supposing that 

I So the E~ ia Aniaa, .. Amb." 7, !.S, ad ia PIui. 
"AlaL" eo 'iii. • "Pol" a. 1, 12. 
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the Euphrates passed diametrically through the- city, . 
which was not the case, the city wall, if we also sup- . 
pose that the city, as Herodotus says, was an exact 
square,would at the utmost have a circuit of 320 
stades, i. e. of about 40 miles. We cannot therefore 
avoid tbe conclusion that in the 480 stades of Herodotus 
the 160 stades of the two walls on the river were 
included; if he inquired about the total length of the 
city walls the answer mayvery well have included the 
walls by the river. 

Berosu8 told us above that N ebuchadnezzar sur
rounded the old city as well as the new, the inner city 
as well as the outer, with a triple wall. By the outer 
city we must understand the new city, which, accord
ing to Berosus, Nebuchadnezzar built. The old city 
lay, like the old citadel (I. 298), on the west bank of 
the Euphrates. Of this old citadel the remains of 
a square keep on the river, now called A.bu Ghozeilat, 
are etill in existence. Herodotus, and the Greek 
authorities after him, know nothing of an old and a 
new city, they only knew a city divided into two parts 
by the Euphrates. Herodotus does not speak of three 
walls but only of two, an outer and an inner wall, 
.. hardly inferior in strength to the other, but of less 
extent," (p. 369). If to these two walls of Herodotus 
we reckon the walls which enclosed the· fortresses 
on each side of the Euphrates, Herodotus would be in 
agreement with BerosUB. But Ctesias and the com
panions of Alexander know of one wall only, enclosing 
Babylon. It would be very remarkable that within 
liaIf a century or even a century after the time of 
Herodotus, no trace was left of the two inner walls 
mentioned by him. Herodotus allows for the outer 
wall a height of 200 cubits, i. e. of 300 feet. and a 
breadth of 76 feet: Ctesias mentions the same height, 
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(50 fathoms). Moreover, Ctesias allows a similar 
height for the second wall of the old citadel, and a 
height of 70 fathoms for the towers; the third wall 
was higher still (I. 298). The companions-of Alexander 
allow a height of only 50 cubits for the walls of 
Babylon. The walls of the island city of Tyre, on the 
side turned towards the mainland, were 150 feet in 
height. Xenophon saw strips of wall 150 feet in height 
still standing on the site of ancient Nineveh. We 
saw above that the Median wall of Nebuchadnezzar, 
the first line of defence for the land, was 100 feet in 
height,. and 20 feet in breadth; hence we may con
clude that the walls of Babylon must certainly have 
been stronger and higher. A Hebrew contemp<>rary 
of Nebuchadnezzar spp,aks emphatically of the" broad 
walls," "the lofty gates" of Babylon; he tells 1ls that 
"Babylon reached to the heavens, and the height of 
the fortress none could climb." 1 As neither Cyrus 
nor Darius with all their siege material could make 
any impression on the walls of Babylon; as N ebuchad
nezzar would certainly make the walls of Babylon 
stronger than the walls of Chalah and Nineveh, so 
that neither battering-rams nor besieging-towers could 
injure them, neither arrows nOl' scaling-ladders could 
over-top them, we have good ground for assuming that 
Nebuchadnezzar strengthened the wall already in 
existence, and raised it to a height of 200 feet, 
{pliny gives it a height of more than 200 feet);t 
that the towers rose to 300 feet. It was the standing 
walls of towers of this height which caused Herodotus 
and Ctesias to believe that the wall was once of t£e 
same height throughout. A height of 200 feet pre
supposes a corresponding breadth of about 40 feet, 
which - leaves for the gangway behind the towelS 

1.Jeram,Ji.63,68. 
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breadth sufficient for a chariot and four horses, or for 
two wagons of burden. 

We may maintain the assertion of Berosus, that it was 
Nebuchadnezzar who added a new city on the eastern 
bank of the Euphrates to the old city on the western 
bank, so that the Euphrates henceforth flowed through 
the city. We have already seen that the great temple 
of Bel Merodach, Bit Saggatu, the tower of Babel, 
was on the eastern bank of the Euphrates, opposite to 
the old city and the citadel of the ancient kings, who 
ruled over Babylon before the times of the ASI:Iyrian 
dominion j we recognised the ~mains of it in the 
most northern heap of the ruins of Babylon on that 
bank of the river, the heap of broken bricks now 
called Babil. In the ruins we can recognise the traces 
of a square structure, the sides of which are directed to 
the four quarters of the sky. Its extent reaches 1500 
or 1600 feet j the ruins now rise 140 feet above the 
level of the Euphrates. Herodotus allows a stadium 
(600 feet) for each side of the tower j the outer wall 
with the gates of brass was two stades on each side.1 

BeroBUS tells ns: "Nebuchadnezzar built a second 
palace beside the palace of his father, which abutted 
upon it. To describe its height and splendour would 
be superfluous: it was large and quite extraordinary.'" 
Since the bricks of a ruin.heap to the south of the 
remains of the tower of BeIns, on the east bank of the 
Euphrates, now called El Kasr-bricks which are 
twelve inches long and as many broad, and three 
inches in thickness-bear on the under side the stamp 
of Nebuchadnezzar, we are certain that the restorers of 
the kingdom, Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar, built 
their residences on this side of the Euphrates, opposite 
to the palace of the ancient kings. It is these wbich 

1 VoL L p.296. 
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Ctesias has described to us as the smaller royal citadel,. 
lying on the eastern bank, and enclosed' by a wall of 
30 stades in length. He dwells on the statues of brass 
to be found here, and the .descriptions of battles and 
hunting-scenes (I. 298). So far as the fragments 
allow us to see, the palaces of Nabopolassar and Nebu
chadnezzar formed a square structure, which, 1600 feet 
in length, ran from north to south, close along the 
bank of the river: . from the bank towards the east the 
breadth of the ruins is 1200 feet. The remains still 
rise about 70 feet above the .river. Slabs of stone 
discovered in these ruins bear the inscription: " Great 
palace of Nebuchad.Jiezzar, king of Babel, son of Nabo
polassar, king of Babel, the worshipper of Nebo antI 
Merodach his lords." 1 Among tiles and bricks, 
yellow and white, we find here a number of glazed 
tiles, with brightly-coloured remains of pictures in 
relief, of horses' hoofs, and lions' paws, of parts of the 
human body, curled beards, and long hair, which 
prove that the walls of the palace or the sides of the 
rooms were adorned with reliefs, in mosaic, of hunting
scenes and battles. Like Assyrian plastic work, these 
remains are heavy, and mostly exaggerated in the 
modelling. The lion of granite, already mentioned, 
(I. 302) was discovered in the ruin-heap of Kasr . 

. In this citadel, so Berosns informs ns, "Nebucbad
nezzar erected platforms on stone pillars, which he 
caused to have the appearance of mountains, inasmuch 
as he so arranged them that they were planted with 
trees of every kind. This hanging garden (paraJuU8), 
as it was called, he built to please his wile, who had 
been brought up in the Median district, and wished to 
have a scene like her own home.'" Nebuchadnezzar 
might gladly pay honour to Amyite, the daughter of 

1 Oppert, .. Exped. " I. 140. If. '/.-ph. .... ApioD.".I.III. 
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Cyaxares, whose hand had been the seal of the league 
between :Media and Babylonia. against Assyria. Aby. 
denus narrates, after Berosus, .that "Nebuchadnezzru:: 
adorned the royal citadel with trees, and called the work 
the hanging gardens."1 Diodorus also describes what 
he too ealls the parad'iaua, .by the name in use for sucb 
things in Iran: "To please a Persian lady these gardens 
were intended to imitate the mountain meadows and 
the tree-gardens of her land." " Tl:.e parati'iaua," so we 
are told in Diodoras, "was 400 feet on every side; it 
had an ascent like a mountain, and stories, one over the 
other, so that it looked like a theatre. Under the ascent 
were vaults, which bore the weight of the garden, in 
moderate· height one over the other. The highest 
vault, which supported the highest layer of the garden, 
was 60 cubits in height, so that it was of an equal 
height with the towers of the outer wall (of the 
citadel). The walls of the pleasure-garden were 
artificially strengthened; they were 22 feet in width; 
the passages were 10 feet in width: the caps of the 
va.ults were covered with stone slabs of 16 feet in 
length and 4 feet in breadth. On these were layers 
of reeds, with a. large amount of bitumen, and upon 
t4is a double layer of burnt tiles united with gypsum; 
on this followed a third layer of plates of lead, that 
the moisture of the earth might not penetrate into 
the masonry. On the lead plates was then placed 1\8 

much earth as was sufficient for the roots of the largest 
trees. This earth was then smoothed and planted 
with trees of every kind, which could give pleasure by 
their size and grace. In' the vaults. were various 
objects of the royal household economy; one of the 
uppermost contained the machines by which the water 
was raised .through pipes from the river in such a 

~ Euseb ... Prmp. Evang." 9, 41, 8. 
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manner that no one could observe it from the outside."t 
Strabo gives the following description:'" The garden 
lies on the river. It is a square plantation, 400 feet 
on every side. The garden is supported by vaults 
which rest on arches, one of which is supported on 
another by means of cube-shaped pillars. The pillars 
are hollow and filled with earth, so that they can 
receive the roots of the largest trees. The vaults and 
arches are built of burnt tiles and bitumen. The 
uppermost story has an ascent like a stair-case, and 
abutting on this are pumping-works by which the 
persons appointed for the office continually raise water 
from the Euphrates into the garden.'" This hanging 
garden is the paradiaU/l into which Alexander was 
brought from the old citadel on the other side of the 
river. We saw above that one side of the garden 
adjoined the great bath and the other the palace, i. B. 

the palace of Nabopolaesar and Nebuchadnezzar. In 
the third and most southern heap of ruins in Babylon, 
on the eastern bank of the Euphrates, now called 
.Ammn ibn .Ali, modem explorers believe that they have 
discovered the site of the hanging gardens which rose 
from the Euphrates. The bricks of the ruins bear the 
name of N ebuchadnezzar, but one has been found among 
them bearing the name of Esarhaddon of .Asshur. 
We saw that Esarhaddon built much in Babylon, 
but hardly on this site; the inscription of the brick 
speaks of buililings at Bit Saggatu, but the brick itself 
has no doubt been brought to this site from some other 
place owing to the changes which Babylon underwent 
after the reign of Esarhaddon. .According to the 
position of these ruins the buildings of which they are 
.the remains formed an irregular square; the side on 
the river measures more than 1800 feet in length: the 

I Diod. 2, 10. . • Strabo, p. 738. 
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eastern side is about 1100 feet, the depth about 1300 
feet. If this is really the site of the terrace gardens. the 
other ruins may be the remnants of the great bathing
house. of which we heard above (p. 372). The corpses 
found in the vaults of these ruizis, of which the coffins 
are formed by bricks placed together. belong to the 
period of the rule of the Parthians over Babylon.1 

Round the new citadel of Nabopola.asa.r and Nebu
chadnezzar on the eastern bank, round the old. most 
sacred temple of the city. the temple of Merodach. 
rising on a broad basis in seven receding stories 
(I. 296). which Nebuchadnezzar was the first to com
plete, as we sha1l soon see. i. e. to raise it to its full 
height of about 600 feet-round these great buildings. 
on the same side of the river. the new city must have 
arisen. which. according to the statement of Berosus, 
Nebuchadnezzar added to the ancient Babylon. AB 
this new city and its fortification date from the time 
'of Nebuchadnezzar. the permanent bridge over the 
Euphrates must also be the work of that king. 
This bridge Herodotus ascribes to Nit{)cris. queen of 
Babylon-by whom is meant Amyite. the consort of 
Nebuchadnezzar-while Ctesias represents it as being 
built by Semiramis, on the ground of the Medo-Persian 
songs which were inclined to ascribe everything to 
the founders of the extinct Assyri.a, but very little to 
the still existing Babylon.1 Before there'was a palace 
and city and city wall on the el!Btern bank. a per
manent bridge was not merely not required and use
less; it would have been a dangerous piece of folly 
for the city, which would simply have facilitated the 
approach to an enemy coming from the east. Accord
ing to the description of the bridge which Diodorus 

I Opport, .. ExpeiL" 1. 166 If. 
• It is the 1_ doubtful that the bridge is the work of Nebuohedn_ 

..... ainoe tha basin of Bopharvaim is vouched for &8 his work by Boroeus. 
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has borrowed from Ctesias it crossed t~e Euphrates 
between the two citadels, "which lay on the river in 
order to overlook the whole city, and formed as it 
were the keys of the most important· parte of it." It 
was of the length of five stades, and was supported by 
stone pillars, which stood at a distance of twelve feet 
from each other, and rested on an artificial foundation 
in the bed of the river. The stones of the pillars, in 
order to hold them together, were secured with ciampa 
of iron, and the joints were filled up with lead. On 
the side which faced. the stream the pillars formed 
sharp but rounded angles, which gradually extended 
to the width of the pillar, in order that the violence of 
the stream might be broken, and the rounded edge 
might moderate its force. The bed on the pillars was 
30 feet in breadth and consisted of huge palm trunks 
and beams of cedar and cypress. 1 Herodotus says: 
" Anyone who wished to crose from one side to the 
other had to go by ship. But as this was found to be 
troublesome, in my opinion, a remedy was discovered. 
The Euphrates was dried up by diverting all the water 
into the excavated basin; and nearly in the middle of 
the city a bridge was built of stones, which were 
clamped together with iron and lead, and at the same 
time the banks of the river so far as it flows through 
the city were cased with burnt bricks, and the deecents 
from the small gates to the river were built up with 
similar bricks. In the day-time the beams of the 
bridge were let down 80 that the Babylonians could 
crose over; at night they were drawn up."l! 

Owing to the breadth and size of the stream, and 
the violence of the current at the time of the inunrla
tiOD, the building of a permanent bridge was no easy 
task. Strabo puts the breadth of the Euphrates at 

I Diod. 2. 8. • Herod. 1. l86. 
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Babylon at 600 feet, Xenophon who saw' the river 
some miles above Babylon puts it at twice that 
breadth.! Diodoms has already told us that the 
bridge was five stades, i. e, SOOO.leet,long. This state ' 
ment may be exaggerated, yet owing to the heavy 
flood at the time ,of the inundation, however this 
might be moderated by the basm at Sippara, the 
bridge must have been raised so high, the buttresses and 
shore walls must have been thrown so far back, that a 
considerably increased body of water could pass down 
without undermining the casings and the shore walls. 
That the new basin at Sippara was used in order to 
facilitate the building of the bridge, and erection of 
the shore walls, in order to reduce as much as possible 
the amount of water in the stream while the building 
was going on, as Herodotus tells us, is a. statement we 
have nO,reason to contest, In his time the bridge 
was still standing: the companions of Alexander make 
no mention of it. 

Nebuchadnezzar's buildings at Babylon were in. 
tended in the :first instance for the protection of the 
city. Sennacherib and.AMurbanipal had taken Babylon; 
such a misfortune was never to befall the city again. 
Nineveh 'and Chalah had been situated on one side 
only of the Tigris: Babylon must be situated on both 
sides of the Euphrates. The city became stronger by 
being situated on both sides of the river. The invest
ment would be a matter of difficulty, for the investing 
army had to be divided, and these halves were separ
ated by the ;Euphrates, so that they could with difficulty 
keep up communications, still less could they render 
mutual assistance. The investment would become 
more difticult still if lIB wide a circuit as possible were 
given to the city wall. It was not the multitude of 

,.. .. Inst. Cyri. N l, 6, 
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inhabitants that required a wall of nearly 40 miles in 
length-there is here no ground for attriJ:iut~g to the 
city of Babylon a much larger population than that of 
Nineveh, or assuming it to be more than 500,OOO-the 
object was to make a blockade difficult or impossible 
for an enemy. An outer wall of 40 miles is scarcely 
greater in extent than the outer wall of Paris, which 
was built in the fourth century of our era, and what 
the states· of the most ancient civilisation on the Nile, 
the Euphrates, and Tigris could do in the way of vast 
buildings, is shown to us in numerous examples, and 
remains on an astonishing scale. By thus extending 
tha city walls of Babylon strips of arable and pasture 
land were obtained, which supplemented the stores of 
the city, and could support the cattle required in a 
time of siege; an open space was gained for the 
population of the land, who would fly into the walls of 
Babylon at the approach of an enemy. Besides, the 
walls of Babylon must be in a position to receive the 
Babylonian army in the evel!t of a defeat. H the line of 
the Euphrates or the Tigris could not be held in a war, 
if the Median wall and the four lines of the canals 
behind it between the Tigris and Euphrates were 
abandoned, if the army were forced behind all these 
or defeated in open field, it must be sure of finding 
certain protection behind the walls of the main city. 

• When rested in this great open space, and again 
thoroughly' armed, it could not only hold the walls 
with ease, for they, as we have seen, were 110 high and 
strong, that they almost defended themselves; it 
cot1Id sally forth for new encounters in the open field. 
H the enemy divided his forces in order to invest the 
city, the army of Babylon could attack either of these 
halves with the whole force, and thus had the best 
prospect of a successful battle. It certainly was not 
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the furtherance of intercourse which primarily induced 
N ebuchadnezzar to build the permanent bridge; a bridge 
such as the enemy could not destroy by putting beams 
or heavily laden vessels. into the river above the city 
secured for the army when it had retired into the city 
the speediest means of passing from bank to bank, and 
put it in a position to make a sudden onset on the right 
or left ban,lr. Even if the worst happened, and the 
enemy succeeded in gaining possession: of the city on 
the western or eastern bank, the bed of the bridge 
was easily thrown off, and the defence of the part of 
the city which was still uncaptured was scarcely 
rendered at all more difficult by the pillars. The 
fixing 'of the foundations of the shore walls which 
secured the new eastern as well as the old western part 
of the city against attempts of the enemy on vessels, 
and from the river, and which was intended to render 
possible the defence of each part of the city after the 
loss of the other, would be very difficult: the fixing of 
the foundations of the pillars of the bridge would be 
more difficult still, and the bridge could not be 
rendered secure against the force of the high flood 
without the basin of Sippara. We see how the build
ings of N ebuchadnezzar hang together; they all spring 
from one conception, from one connected system. 

To this extent do the accounts of Western authors 
allow us to survey and criticise the buildings of Nebu
chadnezzar. From his own inscriptions we gain some 
further explanations. The cylinder Rich informs us 
that Nebuchadnezzar restored a watercourse to the 
east of Babylon, of which the dams had fallen down, 
and the outlet was stopped up;. that he dug a canal in 
honour of Merodach in the neighbourhood of Babylon. l 

On a brick in his buildings at Babylon Nebuchadnezzar 
1 }4/;nant, "nabylo .. .," p. 213. 
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says: .. I am Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baoylon, restorer 
of Bit Saggatu, and Bit Zida (i. 8. of the temple of 
Merodach at Babylon, and of Nebo at Borsippa), son 
of Nabopolassar I. I have built a palace for the abode 
of my kingdom in this city of Babel, which is situated 
in the land of BaLeI. I have laid its foundations deep 

. below the waters of the Euphrates, and written the 
memorial thereof on cylinders. With thy help, 0 
Merodach, god of gods, I have built this palace in 
the midst of BlIbylon. Come hither to dwell, increase 
the number of the births, and through me let the 
people of Babylon be victorioUs down to the latest 
days." 1 On another brick we are told: "Nabopolas
sar, the father who begot me, built the great walls of 
Babylon; he cansed the trenches to be cut, and the 
sides thereof to be firmly covered with bricks and 
bitumen/'2 On the other hand, a cylinder discovered 
at Babylon tells ns: "I am Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, the glorions prince. I have built Imgur Bel 
and Nivit Bel, the great walls which surround Babylon, 
upon their lines. I have busily constructed the trenches, 
c:ased with bricks and bitumen. I have made straight 
the streets of Babylon. I have set up brazen gates in 
the great porticoes, and I have widened the streets of 
Babylon. I have taken forethought to protect Babylon 
and Bit Saggatn. Merodach, mighty prince, strengthen 
the work of my hands for glory, increase for the highest 
honour the course of my days, and my posterity, 0 
lord of lords," 8 More detailed, and, at the same time, 
more definite. is the information given on the cylinder 
Philipps; the king has completed the wall round the 
old city, and built the wall round the new city on 
the east, and then the remaining works of Nebuchad-

• w. A.. Inacript. I, 62. No. 8 in Heuant, .. &byloae, " p. 216. 
• MeDBDl;, loc. cU.. po 214. • HiDaot, 1«. ea., p. 213. 
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nezzar are enumerated. "I am Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of justice, shepherd of the nations, leader of men, 
director of the worship of the gods Bel, Dagon, Samaa, 
and Merodach. I am he who carries out their counsels. 
Merodach the great lord haa raised me to the dominion 
over the nations. I demeaned myself with humility 
before the god who created me. Babylon is the 
shrine of the god Merodach. I have completed Imgur' 
Bel, the great wall. I have erected great gates and' 
covered their portals with brass. I have cut great 
trenches and cased their sides with bricks and bitumen. 
On the height of the walls I have erected small towers. 
In order to protect Bit Saggatu effectually, and defend 
it against the enemy, and against attacks which might 
be directed against imperishable Babylon, I have built 
a second wall, at the extreme end of Babylon, the wall 
of the rising sun, which no king had built before me. 
This wall I caused to be erected to protect the products 
of the plain of Babylon, and to provide a refuge for 
the land of Sumir and Accad. I have founded, I have 
completed Bit Zida, the eternal house at Borsippa. 
The posts of the shrine of the god Nebo I have covered 
with gold. There are enthroned Nebo and Nana. At 
Sippara I have founded and built the temple of the day, 
in honour of the gods Samas and Bin, my lords. At 
Larsam (Senkereh), I have founded and built the temple 
of the day, in honour of the gods Samas and Bin. In: 
honour of the god Sin, who exalts my kingdom, I have 
built a temple at Ur (Mugheir, I. 258). At Nipur I 
have founded and built a temple in honour of Anu (1), 
my lord. The glorious treasures of Istar of Arak 
(Erech), the supreme lady of Arak, I have again 
brought into their p.lace in the city of Arak. I have 
behaved myself aa a pious man towards Bit Saggatu
and Bit Zida. I have exalted the splendour of 

VOL. III. 00 
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Merodach and Nebo, my lords: I have brought to them 
the booty which lowed to them. I have established 
the seat of power in Babylon; I have founded and 
built it in Babylon. I have brought great cedars from 
the summits of Lebanon. to make beams for it. I 
have caused an enclosure to be built up, and in the 
midst I have adorned the abode of my kingdom." 1 

This cylinder proves that Nebuchadnezzar's build
ings were Dot confined to Babylon. He claims to 
have founded .Bit Zida, i. e. the temple of Nebo at 
Borsippa, one of the three chief temples of Babylonia 
(I. 272); but this temple had been in existence many 
centuries before his time. Hence founding and build
ing can here mean no more than restoring and com
pleting: just as elsewhere Nebuchadnezzar constantly 
calls himself the restorer of Bit Zida and Bit Saggatu. 
We found already that beside the temple of Nebo at 
Borsippa, Nebuchadnezzar had restored and completed 
another temple in that city. This was the tower of 
Borsippa, the temple of the seven lamps, i. e. of the 
seven planets, of the seven stories of which four can 
still be traced in the great ruins of Birs Nimrod, some 
miles to the south-west of the ruin-heaps of Babylon 
(I. 291). In the same way it is renovations and 
restorations of the temples of the ancient princes of 
Ur, Erech, and Nipnr, which are meant when Nebu
chadnezzar clainls to have founded and built temples 
at Sippara and Senkereh to Samas and Bin, at Ur to 
Sin, and at Nipur to Ann. 

In the very eomprehensive inscription, preserved 
on a stone of bl&!k basalt found at Babylon - a 
stone more than three feet in height and breadth
Nebnchadnezzar begins with stating that llerodach 
and Nebo, the gods which he, like his Cather and his' 

1 Henaut, l«. m., p. 208. 
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descendants and 8uccessOrs, worshipped most zealously, 
. had given him the dominion. He points out the 
extent of his kingdom, speaks of his .victories and his 
buildings, and then passes on to the temples which he 
has built. After this come the fortresses, the build
ings at Bit Saggatu and at Bit Zida: the building of 
the palace completes the list. The chief passa~es, so 
fur as they are understood with any certainty, are as 
follows: "I am Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
great, mighty, submissive to· Merodach. Supreme Patis 
(II. 31), suppliant of Nebo, day and night taking 
thought for the restoration of Bit Saggatu. and Bit 
Zida, who increase the glory of Babylon and Borsippa, 
the eldest son of Nabopolassar, king of Babylon: 
I. The god Bel created me. and the god Merodach 
placed the germ of my life in my mother. I have 
restored the shrines of the supreme deity, extended the 
worship of the god. and spread abroad the worship 
of the high divinity of Nebo. Merodach, the great 
god, has raised my head to the dignity of king'; he 
has given me the dominion over the hosts of men, 
Nebo, who sits on the throne in heaven and upon the 
earth, has put into my hands the sceptre of justice. 
The lands from the upper to the lower sea (i. e., no 
doubt, from the Persian Gulf to the· Mediterranean) I 
have kept in obedience; the impassable roads I have 
made passable. The evil I have punished. I have 
discovered the plans of the enemies of the land, and 
made many prisoners: rich booty of silver, gold, and 
precious metals, costly things in abundance, I have 
collected in Babylon. Bit Saggatu, the great temple 
of the might of Merodach, I restored and covered with 
gold, so that it shORe like the day: I have dedicated 
an a.ltar to the god liu (El). The largest trees from 
the tops of Lebanon I brought down for the portico of 

co2 
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Merodach. I have been able to complete Bit Saggatu ; 
to obtain this end I invoked the king of the gods, the 
lord of lords. Bit Zida I have set up, and covered the 
shrine of N ebo with gold. I have restored the temple of 
the seven lamps at Borsippa (I. 291). In the midst 
of Babylon I have erected a great temple in honour of 
Bilit, the supreme lady, the mother, who created me; 
I have built a temple in Babylon to Nebo, who has 
given me the sceptre of justice, to rule the nations." 
Nebuchadnezzar then enumerates the rest of the gods 
to whom he has built temples at Babylon; the moon
god Sin; Bin, who gives fruitfulness to his land; 

. the great goddess Nana; and, finally, the lady of 
Bit Ana. At Borsippa he also built temples to the 
great godde.~ Nana, and to Bin; he erected a shrine 
in Bit Zida to Sin. " Imgur Bel and Nivit Bel, the 
two great walls of Babylon, Nabopolassar, king of 
Babylon, the father who begot me, had commenced, 
but he had not completed their beauty. The outer 
trenches he excavated, and enclosed them with bricks 
and bitumen, and the banks of the river Euphrates he j 
cased with bricks: but he did not complete this and: 
other works. I, his eldest 8&n, the chosen of his heart, : 
have completed Imgur Bel and Nivit Bel, the great 
walls of Babylon." Nebuchadnezzar further informs 
us that he set up two mighty casing walls, and united 
them with the trenches of his father; that he ~nclORed. 
the water of Bursabu with walls for the inhabitants or. 
Babylon, and carried the line of these walls to Imgur 
Bel and Nivit BeL Then he mentions the building of 
great gates in the wall Imgur Bel and their adorn, 
ment; then observes that he measured a circuit ot 
4000 Ammot !/aga,. (land-cnbits), and mentions th_ 
building of the mighty wall of the rising SUD, i. e. the 

. outer wall of the new city on the eastern bank: tm, 
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wall he surrounded with· water: thus had he strength
ened the city and protected the land of Babylon. Next 
follows an account of two trenches and fortifications, 
which he erected, in order to render more difficult the 
attack of the enemy on the wall of Imgur Bel 490 
Ammat in length.1 Finally, Nebuchadnezzar tells us 
that he founded the Tabisubur-su, i. e. the outer wall 
of Borsippa, and excavated the trenches. "Bit Sag
gatu and Bit Zida, I made to shine as the sun, the 
temples of the great gods I made to shine as the day. 
Merodach, who raised me to dominion, and Nebo, 
who entrusted me with dominion,-their dwellings 
have I exalted at Babylon and Borsippa. Nabo
polassar, the father who begot me, had begun to build 
a palace of bricks. I laid the foundations, and 
made. use of great beams of cedar-wood, and collected 
treasures here. In Babylon alone, and in no other 
city, I exalted the abode of my dominion." " For 
the admiration of mankind I set up this house; the 
fear of tha power and the presence of my kingdom 
surround its walls. With thy help, Merodach, sublime 
god, I have erected this dwelling. May I receive in' 
it the rich tribute of the kings of all lands of the 
world, from the West to the East. May the enemy 
never triumph, and may men (1) of Babylon reign here 
for my sake down to the most distant daYS."2 

In a reign of forty-three years, of which the first 
three decades, though not each year of them, were 
occupied by the Egyptian, Arabian, and Syrian wars, 
Nebuchadnezzar succeeded in restoring almost entirely 

• Oolum. 6, 22; 8, 42. 
I M4!:nant, uBabylone,"p.200ff. Rodwe11- "RecordaofthePast,u 

6, 113 If. Two private document.. of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar are 
in existence, one from the first part of his reign, 604 B.O.; the second 
from the twentieth, 684 B.O. Oppert et Meuant, .. Doc. Juridiq." 
p. 267 If. 



390 BABYLON. 

the buildings of the old kings of Babylon, the ancient 
temples of the land. In Babylon he cempleted the 
great temple of Merodach, and built temples there 
to Bilit, Nebo, Sin, Bin, and Nan&. Four cylinders 
concur in mentioning that he also built a temple there 
to the goddess Zarpanit.' He adorned the temples of 
Babylon, as Berosus tells us, and the inscriptions con
firm his account, in a costly manner with the booty of 
his victories.' It is certainly no exaggeration if the 
.Hebrews speak of Babylon as II the beauty of the king
doms, the pride and glory of the Chaldalans."· From 
the temple tower of Merodach now completed, the lofty 
signal of the city, the eye must have ranged far over 
the surrounding walls to the palm groves,4 the canals 
and corn-fields. From the towers of the new citadel, 
the terrace of the hanging gardens, it must have been 
possible to survey the city with all its temples, the 
broad mirror of the Euphrates, the busy life in the 
streets and on the bridge. Here, without doubt, 
Nebuchadnezzar might have uttered the saying which 
a Hebrew puts in his mouth: .. This is Babylon the 
great, which I have built for myself as a royal habita
tion, as a sign of my glory." 

It was not the metropolis only which was restored 
and exalted to greater splendour than before; the 
rest of the cities were not forgotten. At Borsippa 
Nebuchadnezzar completed the great temple of Nebo, 
restored and completed the temple of the seven planets 
(of Bim Nimrod), and. also built temples to Nana 
and Bin. At Sippara he built a temple to the gods 
&mas and Bin; the same gods, as he assures os, 
-received a temple at Senkereh; and this is confirmed 

. by a cylinder discovered there: he restored the 

I lleuant, I«.. ciJ., P. 216-
• Isaiah xiii. 19 It 
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temple of the moon-god at Ur, as hll tells WI, and the 
bricks of Ur confirm hie statement; 1 Istar of Erech 
received back her treasures, and the god Anu received 
fi temple at Nipur_ More extensive than the temples 
are the works of fortification which he erected on a 
magnificent and well-considered system, the Median 
wall, and the walls of Babylon itself. We saw how 
-closely these fortifications were connected with his 
great hydraulic works for the regulation of the inun
dation, for the connection of the Euphrates and the 
Tigris, for the drainage of the land at the mouth of 
the Eupbratefl. The same care which he showed in 
these connections by water, and in planting those 
harbours on the Persian Gulf, for the advancement of 
trade and intercourse, he also showed in making roads 
by laud. He laid almost indestructible foundations 
for the agriculture of Babylonia, the welfare of the 
native land. After a triple subjection of Babylonia 
the Achremenid kings could still collect 1000 talents 
(more than £300,000) in land-tax from the country; 
and impose on it for four montbs in tbe year tbe 
maintenance of the king's table in addition to the 
support of the satrap, hie court, hie officers, and the 
garrisons. The value of the products required each day 
for this table was rated at from 30 to 40 talents. The 
Babylonians preserved the most grateful memory of 
Nebucbadnezzar. Even after tbe fall of the kingdom 
the recurrence of his name was enough to, bring them 
twice into arms against the Persian dominion. 

The buildings begun by Nebuchadnezzar were not 
all finished when he died, in tbe year 661 B.C. None 
of his successors came near him in military skill, in 
circumspection and enterprise. The active acquisition 
and fortification of the empire were followed by supine 

I Menant, loc. oil., p. 218. 
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enjoyment. This was quickly succeeded by neglect 
of government and obedience, conspiracies of relations 
and court officers. Evilmerodach, the son of Nebuchad
nezzar, reigned, according to Ber08us, with caprice 
and want of intelligence.1 Towards Jechoniah 'of 
Judah, tbe Bon of Josiah, whom Nebuchadnezzar bad 
carried captive thirty-six years previously to Babylon 
- he had only sat on the throne three months
Evilmerodach showed kindness. He released bim 
from his long imprisonment, in.vited him to his table, 
and treated bim like the other conquered princes, for 
wbom Babylon was a compulsory place of residence.' 
After a reign of two years the son of the great king 
came to an end by assassination. It was the husband 
of his sister, his brother-in-law, Neriglissar, who 
removed him out of his way (559 B.C.). In the but
tresses on the Euphrates at Babylon we find bricks 
which show that walls on the river commenced by 
Nabopolassar, and continued but not completed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, were carried on by NerigliAsar. The 
stamp of the bricks rnns thus: "Neriglissar, king of 
Babylon, maintainer of Bit Saggatu and Bit Zilla."· 
On a cylinder found at Babylon, Neriglissar calls 
himself son of Bel-labar-iskan, and speaks of his build
ings at Bit Saggata, of a water-basin " oC tbe rising 
sun," of tbe erection of moats round tbe royal citadeL

' 
NerigIissar died after sitting on the throne for four 
yeam: the son whom he left behind, Labaessoarach 
by name, was still a boy. But the great kingdom of 
the Medea had already succumbed to the Pemians, and 
Babylonia was in need of a man. The chieCs of tbe 
court conspired together; Labaessoarach was murdered 
~ter bearing the title of king for nine months; and 

1 Beroei lragm. 14, ed. Hiiller. • 2 Kings xxv. 27-30. 
• Oppert, .. Exped. n 2, 324, cL I, lSI. • Henant, l«. eit~ p. 249. 
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the throne was conferred by the common resolution 
of the conspirators on one of themselves, by name 
Nabonetus (555 B.C.).l 

Berosus tells us that Nabonetus (Nabunahid) built 
the walls of Babylon on the river of burnt bricks 
and bitumen. A number of these bricks, found in the 
remains of the bulwarks, confirm the statement: 
Nabonetus as a fact completed the walls of the river. 
Red. or gray, and entirely covered with bitumen, they 
display the stamp: "Nabunahid, king of Babylon, 
maintainer of Bit Saggatu, and Bit Zida, worshipper 
of Nebo, son of Nabubalatirib."· Nabonetus did 
not only build at Babylon; bricks at Senkereh and Ur 
prove that there also he continued the buildings of 
Nebuchadnezzar.8 On an injured cylinder, discovered 
at Ur (Mugheir) he tells us that Nebuchadnezzar 
had begun to erect there the temple of Samas and 
Sin, his lords; that he, Nabonetus, completed the 
work. 4 We are acquainted with the heaps of this 
temple in the north-west of the ruins (I. 289). The 
tiles of the lower story bear the stamp of Urukh, 
those of the upper the stamp of his son Dungi ; others 
show the stamp of Ismidagon, king of Ur, and 

1 Berosi fragm. 14, ed. Miiller. That Evilmerodach ascended tha 
throne in 661 B.O. is eet&blished, not only by the .. tronomical canon, 
but aleo by the statement of the Hebrews that Evilm.rodach Iib.rated 
JechoDiah in the thirty-.... enth yea.r of his imprisomn.nt, 2 Kings 
xxv. 27. Jerem. Iii. 31. B.tween N.buchedn ..... r and Nabon.tue 
the oetTOnomieal .... on only mentione Evilmerodach and Neriglissar, 
with siX years between them. Joeephua supplement. this by the datee 
of the years in Beroeue (u .. Apion." I, 20), which in the reen1t agree 
with the canon. Of. Euseb. U Ohron. U 1, p. 60, ed. Schone. U Prmp. 
Evang." 9, 40. The a.coessiOD of Nabonetus in the year 656 B.O. is 
aleo fixed by the docum.nt in Opport .t M~nant U Doo. Jurid. p. 262. 
Th. statement. of Joeephus (" Antiq." 10, 11, 2) are entirely false and 
nnt8nabl.. Th. name of th.laat king Nabon.tue is eet&blished against 
the Labyn.tue of Herodotue (I, 77) by the inscriptions. 

I Opport, Zoe. mI., I, 826, 326. I Opport, loc. cif., 1, 262, 269 • 
• Opport, lac. cit, 1, 272 If. 
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Kurigalzu of Babylon, who restored this temple at 
the end of the fifteenth century.1 ·On. four clay 
cylinders found in these ruins, which repeat the same 
inscription, Nabonetu8 tells U8 that the building of 
the ancient kings, Urukh and Dungi, in honour of the 
great godde8s (of Ur), lay in ruins. This temple he 
restored on the old foundations, as it had been before, 
in brick8 and bitumen. He had completed this 
8tructure in honour of the god Sin; might the god 
grant continuance to his work. At the same time he 
entreats Sin to implant reverence for his great divinity 
in the heart of his first-born Bon, Bel-sar-ussur (Bel
shazzar).' Beyond this we only know of Nabonetus 
that in the year 551 B.C. he made Hiram, of the race 
of Ethbaal, whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried to 
Babylonia after the blockade of Tyre, king of that 
city, and sent him there.s The most difficult of all 
tasks was already awaiting Nabonetus: he had to 
meet the 8torm which convulsed Asia. Nebl\chad
nezzar had been ever iutent on making the power of 
his kingdom equal to the power of the Medes. Media 
and Lydia too were now subject to Cyrus. A mightier 
power than Nebuchadnezzar had ever looked forward 
to had set foot in Babylonia, in the East, the North, 
and the West . 

.. By the waters of Babylon sat" the Jews whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried from their homes. They 
were men of distinction, the first in rank and culture,and 
the priests: it was the intellectual nucleus of the people 
that had been transplanted to Babylonia. The danger 

I VoL L 289; n 33. .Henant,,.... oil., pp. 233, 2M. . 
• Opperi, ,.... oil., I, 28'.!, 263. 8chnder," Keilinochr. UDd A.. T." 

a. 280 • 
• J.-ph. .. Co Apion." I, 20, 21. Above, p. 3M, II. In the Ibarleenih 

year at the .aign at tIUa Hiram Cyrua eonquered &byIoD; be DlUt, 
tbmefore, have been placed on the tImme iD 6;>1 B.C. 
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that this nucleus, in despair of the protection oC their 
own god, should turn to the gods of the conquerors as 
being more mighty, was not great. Jehovah was no 
longer merely the tribal God of Israel, who had been 
unable to protect his tribe against all other nations: 
the prophets had announced him as the Almighty God 
of the world, who ruled over the kingdoms of the earth, 
who would raiRs up and throw down at his pleasure, 
who exercises justice. Moreover, the captives possessed 
in the Book of the Law (Deuteronomy) a plain rule of 
life, which had been wanting to the Israelites when 
transplanted by the Assyrian kings. Among them 
were earnest spirits and mighty hearts, who preserved 
their courage and hope unbroken. Opportunities for 
these qualities were not wanting in their dealings with 
their countrymen, for the exilea in their differences with 
each other repaired much more readily to their own 
countrymen who were skilled in the law, than to the 
magistrates of the Babylonians. Among those who 
were first carried away in the year 697 B.O. (p. 832), 
was the priest Ezekiel, who had his dwelling on the 

.Chaboras, in Mesopotamia. The rulers often came to 
consult Ezekiel, and the elders gathered in his honse, 
"that he might ask Jehovah for them."l His an
nouncements are strongly coloured by the priestly point 
of view on which he takes his stand. Hemaintains 
strictly the rubrics and customs of worship, the correct 
offering of sacrifice. It is a comCort to him in his 
sorrow to imagine, in minute detail, how the temple is 
to be restored with all its buildings, the land divided 
among the tribes, what was to be allotted to the priests, 
and what duties would devolve upon them, if Jehovah 
should restore Israel again out of the captivity.' Hence 
with the firmer conviction could Ezekiel say to his 

I E.,. E20k. ltX. 1. I Ezek. xx. 4Q; abapa. :d.-xlviii. 
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people, that they were a people of an i.mpudent face 
and hardened heart," 1 but that Jehovah had no 
pleasure in the death of the evil-doer, but only in his 
conversion and improvement;' that Jehovah would 
assemble them out of the lands into which they were 
scattered. "I will bring you," so Jehovah speaks in 
.Ezekilll, "into the wilderness of the nations; and there 
. will I plead with you face to face, as J pleaded with 
your fathers in the wildernesa of the land of Egypt. 
J will cauae you to pasa under the rod, and I will 
bring you into the bond of the covenant. And I will 
purge out from among you the rebels and them that 
transgresa against me. They shall not return to Israel 
I will sprinkle pure water over you that ye may be 
clean. I will put a new heart and a new spirit within 
you, and will take the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and give you a heart of flesh out of my spirit, that 
ye may walk in my statutes and keep my ordinances. 
Then shall ye loathe yourselves for the evils which 
ye have committed in all your abominations; and 
the ruins of the cities shall be built up and inhabited, 
and the wilderness shall be as the garden of Eden. 
Israel and Judah shall no more be two nations; they 
shall both be my people, and I will be their God, and 
my servant David shall be king over them, their only 
shepherd. I will conclude with them an eternal 
covenant of peace, and establish them in the land 
wherein their fathers dwelt, and mnltiply them, and 
let my sanetuary and my dwelling be for ever among 
them." . 

Prophecies uttered with such conviction and cer
tainty, supported and strengthened the hope of the 
people in the coming restoration of the kingdom. It 
was possible by the help of Jehovah. It might be 

I Ezek.. ii. ... I Ezek.. nili. 21-23. 



NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND HIS SUCCESSORS. 397 

expected all the sooner, the more zealously and heartily 
the exiles worshipped Jehovah. The more melancholy 
the present state of affairs, the greater was the yearn
ing with which the eye was directed upwards. Under 
their foreign rulers the Jews beCame accustomed more 
and more to think of Jehovah as the one and only 
king of Judah who would rescue his faithful people 
out of their slavery in Babylon. even as he had once 
led them forth with a strong hand and an outstretched 
arm out of Egypt. In the strange land and among 
strangers, where the Jews were kept together by 
nothing more than their common religion, where 
besides their religion nothing was left to them, ad~ 
herence to the old faith struck deeper roots, and the 
increasing strength of religious conviction saved the 
nationality. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

EGYP1' UNDER THE LAST PHARAOHS, 

NECHO'S views for subjugating Syria to his dominion, 
and renewing the campaigns of the ancient Pharaohs 
to the Euphrates, were wrecked after some successes. 
The day of Karchemish, which he lost to the Baby
lonians, carried with it the loss of the conquests in 
Syria, with perhaps the exception of Gaza and one or 
two other places of the Philistines. Nacho might 
count himself fortunate that Nebuchadnezzar remained 
within Syria. His attempt to support the rebellion 
of Judah against Babylon, which king Jehoiakim 
ventured upon in the year 597 B.C., miscarried, as 
we saw above (p. 331). Nebuchadnezzar now took 
all as far as the brook of E"aypt. Nacho's son, Psam
metichus II., who succeeded his father in the year' 
595 B.C., took no steps to hinder the fall of the 
Phenician cities, which were subjugated by Nebu
chadnezzar in the year 593 B.O. Of Psammetichui 
short reign-it lasted only six: years-Herodotus merely 
tells us that he undertook a campaign against the 
Ethiopians, and died immediately after it. From tbis 
statement we must conclude that since the time of 
Psammetichns L and the emigration of a part of the 
warrior caste, Egypt had been in strained relations 
with the kingdom of Napata, and the successors of 
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Urdamane. From the words of Herodotus it would 
seem that Psammetichus made an unprovoked attack 
on Ethiopia; but of the success of the undertaking we 
know nothing. From some words which Greek mer
cimaries of Pharaoh have left behind them, and the 
place where they were written, it would seem to have 
been the intention of Psammetichus to win back for 
Egypt lower Nubia, which, as we have seen, had for 
centuries been a province of Egypt. 

We know the colossi which Ramses II. caused to be 
hewn out of the rocks before the entrance of the temple 
which he excavated a.t Abu Simbel.1 On the left thigh 
of the second colossus from the south some Greeks, 
Ionians, and Dorians, have cut the following words in 
Ionic letters: "When Psammetichus came to Elephan
tine, those who came by vessel with Psammetichus, 
the Bon of Theocles, wrote this inscription. They came 
up above Kerkis, as far as the river permitted: The 
foreigner Dechepotasimto, the Egyptian Amasis. But 
Archon, the son of Amrebichus, and Pelecus, the son 
of Udames, wrote me." Others of the mercenaries, 
who were acquainted with the art of writing, have also 
inscribed their names there; we find a Helesibius of 
Teos, a Telephus of Ialysus, a brother of Archon, 
Python the son of Amrebichus, and three others. The 
Phenician mercenaries were not _ either now or later 
behind the Greeks: Phenicianinscriptions are inscribed 
beside the Greek.2 Those of the Greeks prove that 
Psammetichus had encamped with his army at Elephan
tine, that he had Bent a part of it up the Nile with a 
Greek, the Bon of Theocles, who had already got &II 

1 VoL L 176. 
• They ..... oontomporaneoUll; if the reading Hamsabat:icbi (I'Bam

metiohus) ia correct. The names of the mereenari ...... IBid to be 
Petbah ben JtlI.hK IIoIld SilIon ben Petbiaoh. lllau." Z. D. K. G.-
19,622 b. 
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Egyptian name, Psammetichus - (which he must, 
therefore, have obtained under the reign of Psam
metichus I.), His object was certainly not to obtain 
information about the land and the river, which was 
well enough known to the Egyptians as far as Napata 
and above it. But it might very well be necessary to 
ascertain the views and powers of the opponent in 
Napata. .Among the names in the inscriptioD first men
tioned the name of the" foreigner Dechepotasimto "
a name which no doubt belonged to an Ethiopian-and 
the name of the Egyptian .Amasis prove that Egyptians 
and Ethiopiaus aequainted with the land and the river 
were in the division of the son of Theocles. How 
far to the south this division penetrated, we cannot 
determine, for the place Kerkis, beyond which it 
passed, is not mentioned elsewhere, On the return 
the detachment encamped to the north of the falls of 
Wadi HaIfa at .Abu Simbel, and those among the 
Greeks who knew how to write and wished to do so 
made use of their stay to perpetuate in this manner 
their journey and their presence in this distant region. 
Nothing is said of their collision with the Ethiopians; 
it appears that the ruler of Napata had then abandoned 
lower Nubia to the Egyptians. If this reconnoitering 
of the enemy by the detachment of Theocles took place 
on the campaign of Psammetichus against Ethiopia, of 
which Herodotus speaks, we must place it in the year 
690 B.C., for Psammetichus II. died "immediately after:' 
in the next year. 1 Nothing is left of the monuments of 

I H A. KirchbolI". supplement of inocription No.9 ie correct C" Stu
dien z. G. cI. GriechiscIum Alphabets," .. 3.9) ... a... fJuA.", 4~ .... 
.. per;'" rb .piir .. ; the date of the expedition of the SOIl of TheooIee mu.t 
be put _liar. Cp. &as. .. N.lahrbUchar t PbiIoIog." 18M ... 628 fl. 
The name of the father of TheooIee determiDes me in aooepting Bergk '. 
opinion that u.- inscriptions of the Ethiopian expedition of Poam
meticbns II. do not beloog to the p1Il8IJit of the emigrant IOJdien of 
1'IIIUDDIetich1l8 L C above. p. 307). 



EGYPT UNDER THE LAST PHARAOHS. 401 

Psammetichus II. ; we merely find his name-shield on 
the rocks of the islands of Elephantine and Konosso; 
they may arise from the time when the king was stay
ing there, and had his head-quarters at Elephantine, 
as the Greeks showed us.. Weare also told by the 
sarcophagus of an Apis, buried under the successor 
of Psammetichus, that this bull was brought into the 
temple of Ptah in the first year of the reign of 
PAammetichus II.' 

In spite of the double subjugation (600 and 597 B.C.). 
Judah remained in fermeht and bitterness against the 
dominion of Babylon. The accession of Hophrah, the 
son of Psammetiehus II. (Apries of the Greeks, Uahabra 
of the inscriptions), aroused in Jerusalem, as we saw, 
the hope of shaking off the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar 
with the aid of Egypt. According to the statements 
in the prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel, which are con
firmed by the course of events in Syria, Hophrah must 
have promised assistance to Zedekiah, king of Judah. 
The Jews rebelled; but before the Egyptians were 
ready, Nebuchadnezzar had already invested the forti
fied cities of Judah, together with the metropolis (588 
B c.). In the next year Hophrah's army marched to 
the relief of Jerusalem, which held out stubbornly. 
Nebuchadnezzar raised the siege, in order to meet the 
Egyptians with the united force of his army. He 
compelled the Egyptians to retire. After a renewed 
investment and furious attack, Jerusalem fell (p. 843). 

After the fall of Jerusalem, as remarked above, the 
prophets of the Jews expected that Egypt would be 
attacked by Nebuchadnezzal' and subjugated. From 
the Chaboras Ezekiel announced to the dwellers on 
the Nile the bloody vengeance and punishment awaiting 
them because they had been a staff of reed for Israel; 

, Bmgsoh, "History of Egypt," ll. p. 287. 
vor. UL DD 
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and Jeremiah, who had been carried.to Egypt a few 
months after the fall of Jerusalem by the Jews who 
took to flight in consequence of the assassination of 
the viceroy of Nebuchadnezzar, and had there found 
a welcome and protection togcther with the rest, 
announced at Daphne, on Egyptian soil, to Hopbrah 
and the Egyptians, their destruction by the sword of 
Nebuchadnezzar; he saw the king of Babylon already 
enthroned on his carpet at Daphne. But Nebuchad
nezzar contented himself with maintaining and fortify. 
ing still further his dominion over Syria. He followed 
up the capture of Jerusalem with the long investment 
and siege of Tyre. When Tyre finally submitted (573 
B.C.), Ezekiel again saw Nebuchadnezzar's army invad
ing Egypt. In reference to the long siege of Tyre, 
and the fact that it ended not in the storming and 
plundering of the city, but in coming to terms, Ezekiel 
says: .. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, caused his 
army to serve a great service against Tyre: every head 
was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled; yet be 
had no wages, nor his army, from Tyre. Now will I! 
give to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, the land! 
of Egypt, and he shall take her multitude and take hel". 
spoil and take her prey, and it" shall be the wages for 
his army. I will give him the land of Egypt for his 
reward, saith Jehovah. The king and his people, and. 
with him the mightiest of the nations, sball be led' 
forth for the desolation of Egypt. They shall draw! 
their sword against Egypt and fill the land with slain.j 
The pride of E,,"J'llt shall come down; from Migdol W 
Syene they shall fall hy the sword; and in the sarod 
day measengers shall go forth in ships to make thq 
careless Ethiopia afraid. I will make the canals dry; 
I will destroy the idola, and cause the images iJ 
ce&!e out of Noph (Memphis). I will make Patl"lUl 
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(upper Egypt) desolate, and will set fire to ·Zoan. 
(Tanis), and will execute judgments in No (Thebes). 
I will pour my fury upon Sin (pelusium), the strength 
of Egypt, and will cut off the multitude of No. I 
will set fire in Egypt; Sin shall have great pain, and 
No shall be rent asunder. The young men of On 
(Heliopolis) and Bubastis shall fall hy the sword, and 
at Tachpanhes (Daphne) the day shall be darkened."1 
But even after the subjugation of Tyre, N ebuchadnezzar 
did not pass "eyond Syria. 

Herodotus tells ns that Hophrah marched out against 
Sidon, and fought a battle hy sea with the king of Tyre. 
Of the results of this battle Herodotus says nothing: 
he only remarks that after his great-grandfather 
Psammetichus, Hophrah was the most successful of this 
family. Diodorn8 narrates: Hophrah attacked Cyprus 
and Phrenicia with a well-appointed army by land and 
Bea; took the city of Sidon by storm, and the rest of 
l'henician cities by the terror of his name; conquered 
the Phenicians and Cyprians in a great battle by sea, 
and then returned to Egypt with great spoil. 2 These 
accounts are very extraordinary. In the year 593 
B.C., Tyre and Sidon had striven with the Ammonites 
and Moabites against Nebuehadnezzar; they were 

I Ezekiel xxix. 17-21; chap lCC<., from the twenty-eeventh year 
ot the ......-ying away captive ot Ezekiel, i ... from the y .... 671 B.a. 
Joeephus (" Antiq." 10, 9, 7) tells us, it ie true, thet Nebuchadnezzar 
invaded Egypt in the fifth y .... after the capture of Jerusalem, in the 
twenty-third year ot hie reign, Blew king Hopbrah, put another king 
in hie plaoe, anll oarried away aa prieonera to Babylon tho Jews who 
had lied for refuge to Egypt. The death of Hopbrah in battle against 
or by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar oontradic1a all credible tradition. 
In the y .... denoted by Joeephus there may have been a llharp oontoet 
on the bordera, whioh Joeephus has e:uggereted in order to favour the 
otatemen1B of the propheto, it, indeed, the year a\eo ie not derived from 
Jeremiah, ohap. Iii. The......-ying away ot the Jews who had lied to 
Egypt has obviously arleen out of Jeremiah'. prophecy. 

• Herod. 2, 160; Diad. 1,68. 
nn 2 
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defeated. Then, as has been already shown, Nebu
chadnezzar blockaded Tyre from 586 B.C. to 573 B.O. 

We saw that Hophrah opposed N ebuchadnezzar in the 
years of the Jewish war, i. e. from hill accession till 
the fall of Jerusalem (589-586 B.O.). If during this 
period, or subsequently, when Nebuchadnezzar was 
blockading Tyre, he had made war upon Sidon and 
Tyre, and the other citiea of the Phenicians, he would 
have worked for Nebuchadnezzar; whereas, on the 
contrary, he must have regarded it as of the first 
importance that the last independent city of Syris, 
Tyre, should not be reduced. He must do for Tyre 
what he had done for Jerusalem, and for that city also 
he must venture on war with Nebuchadnezzar. Hence 
Hophrah can only have carried on war against the 
Phenician cities in the three laSt years of his reign 
(between 573 and 570 B.O.), and this again is only 
conceivable under the hypothesis that Hophrah set out 
with the Egyptian Heet against Cyprus, which Diodorus 
regards as the object of the campaign, in order to pre
vent this island as well as Tyre from becoming subject 
to Nebuchadnezzar-in order to obtain in this island 
a counterpoise to the incorporation of Syris and the 
Phenician cities in the Babylonian kingdom. The war 
with Tyre and Sidon would then have broken out 
because Sidon wished to prevent the island from pass
ing under the dominion of Egypt. But if Hophrah, as 
Diodorus states, had taken the cities of the Phenieians, 
he must have taken them from Nebuchadnezzar. which 
seems highly improbable. If Hophrah wished to take 
them from Nebuchadnezzar, he could not be guilty of 
greater folly than to wait thirteen years, till the sub
mission of Tyre, in order to attack the city when it had, 
fallen, and Nebuchadnezzar had established a firm foot: 
on the coasts of Syria. If he wished to liberate the 
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cities from Babylon,- they would have been eager, so 
far as lay in their power, to receive the Egyptian gar
risons; we must then suppose that in their anxiety 
not to lose their trade with the lands of the Euphrates. 
they had now vigorously repelled the Egyptians. But 
if this be so, how are we to· explain their earlier resist
ance, and the thirteen years' struggle of Tyre against 
Babylon 1 AJJ already remarked, Herodotus tells us 
nothing of any successes which Hophrah gained against 
Tyre and Sidon; in Diodorus the campaign of Hophrah 
is primarily directed against Cyprus, then against 
Sidon and the other cities. Hophrah returns home 
laden with booty; but of permanent successes even. 
Diodorus says nothing. Herodotus, on the contrary. 
remarks that the suocessor of Hophrah was the first 
conqueror of Cyprus; and in Diodorus it is the succes
sor of Hophrah who conquers Cyprus. Besides, after 
Hophrah's time we find Babylonia still in possession 
of the supremacy over Tyre (p. 394). It is obviously 
statements of the Egyptians about the achievements 
of Hophrah on the ooast of Syria, which Herodotus and 
Diodorus hand down to us ~ we know the style of the 
Egyptian accounts of victory; but even according to 
these, as repeated in Diodorns, there was nothing more 
than a plundering raid.1 

The power of Babylon over Syria could not now be 
shaken. Egypt must be content to be free from attacks. 
But in the West, in Libya, there was a better prospect 
of success than against Babylon. Some 60 years 

I To oonclude from the three fragments from Aradus of Egyptian, and 
... pecially Saitio style, on one of which Psammetichus I. is read, and 
the bas-relief of Byblus (Renan, .. Mission," p. 25), with the picture 
of a Pharaoh and Hathor (de Bo~, .. Rev. AroMol." N.S. 1863, 
p. 19411'), thet Hophrah ruled in Aradus and Byblos, is more than rash.. 
Prom all antiquity there W88 a lively connection between Egypt and 
Phmnicia.. U the Phenioiana built tempI... in Egypt, the Egyptians 
might a\so build tempI... at ByblWl.. 
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previously Greek settlers had built the city of Cyrene, 
to the east of the great Syrtis, and' tile flourishing 
condition of this city was hardly coJ;ltemplated with 
satisfaction in Egypt. Its importance was increased 
by a great number of new settlers, whom Battus III. 
had summoned to Cyrene; and to maintain theso a 
considerable portion of land had been taken from the 
neighbouring Libyans. Adikran, the prince of these 
tribes, summoned Hophrah· to his assistance against the 
Cyrenreans; for this protection he was prepared to 
recognise the supremacy of Egypt. Hophrah sent a 
strong army against Cyrene. But the Cyrenreans 
succeeded in defeating it at the fountain of Thcste, 
and in inflicting a severe blow on the Egyptians 
(571 B.C.). This disaster caused a new outbreak of 
ill-feeling on the part of the Egyptian military caste 
against the Ionian mercenaries. As these, on whom 
devolved the protection of the eastern border against 
the Babylonians, had been left behind, the Egyptian 
warriors thought that the Pharaoh had purposely 
sent them to their destruction. On their return the 
remnant of the army rebelled against the Pharaoh; 
Hophrah sent Amasis to bring back the troops to 
obedience.} 

Amasis of Siuph in the canton of Sais was of 
humble origin, a man of loose morals, who loved wine, 
and the pleasures of the table, merrimclJt and riotous 
living, but still possessed intelligence and amhition. 
Instead of bringing back the rebellious troops to 
obedience, 'he allowed himself when he arrived in the 
camp to be saluted by them 88 king. Hearing of this, 
Pharaoh Hophrah put himself at the head of the 
Ionians and Carians-they were 80,000 in number
and went to mcet the rebels, who had already reached I 

1 Herod. 2, 161, 162; 4, 169. 
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the borders of Egypt. In spite of the bravest- efforts 
the Ionians and Caril!JlS were defeated by the 
Egyptians at Momemphis, as Herodotus states, or as 
Diodorus tells us, at Marea, on the south-western shore 
of Lake Mareotis. Hophrah himself was taken prisoner 
Amasis intended to spare him. He brought him to 
Saia, and there put him in prison in the citadel whieh 
his forefather Psammetiehus had built. But after
wards Amasis yielded to the request of the people, 
and gave up Hopluah to the mob who put him to 
death (570 B.C.). 1 

Thus ended the race of Psammetichus in Egypt; in 
the same region where his great-grandfather is said to 
have obtained the liberation of Egypt and the throne, 
Hophrah had lost it. Since the times of the Ramessids, 
the Pharaohs of Tanis and Bubastis had no longer 
sought their sepulchres at Thebes: the family of 
Psammetichus had prepared a sepulchre at Sais where 
his citadel stood. It was situated at the temple of· 
Neith the goddess of Saia, at the tomb of Osiris, where 
the Saites kept the funeral festiViiJ. of the god, here 
also was Hophrah's body buried.2 

Amasis (Ahmes) was raised to the throne by the 
Egyptians against the Greeks, to break down the 
influence and favoured position of the foreigners. His 
nctory over the Ionians had brought him to thA throne. 
Ai!, soon as he had gained it, he returned back to the 
system which Psammetichus and his successors. had 
followed, and established it yet more firmly. He made 
ancient Egypt an Egypto-Grecian state. His first care 
was to conclude peace and alliance with the Cyrenreans. 
To king Battus III. of Cyrene he scnt a gilded image 
of the goddess of Saia and his own portrait. He took 

1 Herod. 2. 169. Diad. I, 68. 
I Herod. 2, 170. Strubo, pp. 802, 803 •. 
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to wife a woman of the house of Battus, by name 
Laodice. The IoDians and Carians conqu.ered by him 
he removed from the eastern border, f~om the' Pclusiae 
arm of the Nile, into the interior to Memphis. They 
were no longer to protect the border of Egypt which 
was most threatened, but the person of the king. He 
made them his bodyguard.1 The Greek merchants he 
allowed to live at Naucratis under their own overseers 
and their own system of justice. The settlers came 
in greater numbers than ever. Greek Hetrerre followed 
trade into the distant land and accumulated treasures 
in Egypt.. The Greeks were even allowed to erect 
Illtars and temples in the country; the king himself 
provided the necessary sites; a proceeding which 
must have filled with horror and dismay the priests 
of the land, and all Egyptians of the old way of 
thinking. Hence the four Ionian cities, Chios, Teos, CIa
zomenre, Phocooa; and the four Dorian, Cnidus, Rhodes, 
Halicarnassus, Phaselis, and the lEolian Mytilene, 
built a common shrine for their deities at Naucratis. 
Miletus erected a special temple to her deity Apollo. 
Samos and lEgina also built special temples. Amasis 
went still further: he honoured the Greek gods by 
dedicatory gifts. Two statues of stone, portraits of 
himself: and a wonderful corslet, as Herodotus aa"llres 
us, he dedicated at Cnidus in the temple of Athene; 
and when the Delphians made a collection among the 
settlers in Egypt in aid of their temple which had been 
Lurntdown, Amasis also sent them a contribution.· 

If Amasis allowed snch advantages to the Greeks, 
he also knew how to reekon with the old Egyptian 
feeling. Besides two Greek women, LaoJice and 

. Bebaste, he took to wife two Egyptians, of whom one 
was the daughter of Psammetichus IL The monu-
. I Herod. 2, 1M. I Herod. 2, 133. I lIerocL 2, 178. 
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ments of Egypt give us their names, Tentchet and 
Anchnas. The latter we see represented at Selsilis, 
beside Amasis, pouring libations to Ammon, Mut, 
and Chons; her sarcophagus is in existence: Tentchet 
is mentioned by the successor of Amasis on a monu
ment as his mother; she must therefore pave been the 
sister of Hophrah, the daughter of Psammetichus IP 
By this umon Amasis sought to legitimize his dominion 
ILnd to connect himself with the race of Psammetichus : 
and with this view he also gave to the son whom 
Tentchet bore him the name· of his grandfather, 
Psammetichus. Thus his rule seemed to be only the 
continuation of the dominion of the descendants of the 
liberator of the house of Sais. 

He exhibi~d a proper reverence for the worship of 
Egypt. In the twelfth year of the reign of Hophrah an 
A pis had. died, and had. been buried in the customary 
manner at the expense of the king. In the fifth year 
of the reign of Amasis (566 B.C.) an Apis was again 
born, to which Amasis appears to have paid especial 
honour. To this bull while yet alive, he presented a 
large coffin of red granite. The inscription on the 
cover runs thus: .. The king Amasis. He has caused 
this to be made for his memorial of the living Apis, 
this huge sarcophagus of red granite, for his majesty 
approved the custom that all the kings in all ages had 
had such made of costly stones. This did he, the 
bestower of life for ever."s When this Apis died in 
the year 548 B.C., he was buried with extraordinary 
pomp, and a memorial stone from the new sepulchres 
of the Apis (p. 312) informs us what part Psamme
tichus, the son of Amasis and heir to the throne, took 

I De Bougji (U Notice") regards Ancbnaa as tho daughter of 
l>i8mm.tichus n. 

I Brugech, U HiBt. of Egypt," U. 288. 
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in this burial, and in all the ceremonials observed 
during the days of lamentation. l 

In the effort in which the rulers of Egypt resembled 
each other almost without exception-in the desire to' 
erect great buildings-Amasisemulated hispredccessors. 
His buildings began with his accession and ended with 
his life. Sais was adorned by him with the largest 
and most magnificent works, for which the stones 
were mostly brought from the quarries at Memphis, 
and the largest from the quarries at Elephantine. To 
the temple of Neith at Sais he added marvellous 
propylrea., which, as Herodotus says, surpassed all 
others by their height and size, as well as by the size 
and beauty of the stones of which they were con
structed. Here Amasis also set up gr~t colossi and 
sphinxes, and caused to be brought from Elephantine a 
chapel hewn out of a siugle stone 21 cubits in length, 
14 cubits in breadth, and 8 cubits in height, which 
was set up at Sais before the temple of Neith. Two 
thousand seamen were occupied for three years in 
bringing this chapel from Elephantine to Sais. A 
similar memorial of Amasis lies on the site of the 
ancient Thmuis in the Delta. At Memphis Amaais 
built a temple to Isis; "a work large and worthy to be 
seen beyond all others," says Herodotus, and before 
the temple of Ptah he placed a col08811ll of 75 feet 
in height, and on. either side of it two statues of 
Ethiopian stone of 20 feet in height. When Hero
dotus visited Egypt this mighty col088U8 lay at 
Memphis thrown down on its back, and one of equal 
dimensions (no doubt they were portraits of Amasis) 
lay in a similar position at Sais. The other temples 
were not forgotten; Amasis caused restorations to be 
nnl,}ertaken at Thebes, especially at the great temple or 

I BrtJ88Cb, .. HL-t. 01 Egypt, " pp. 263, 29f. 
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Karnak: other temples were also restored and- adorned 
with new buildings and statues. His sepulchre Amasis 
built at Sais beside the tombs of the race of Psamme
tichus, whose dynasty he wished to continue, just as 
he continued and completed their system of govern
ment. It lies, says Herodotus, somewhat farther from 
the temple than the tomb of Hophrah and his fore
fathers, at .the side of the colonnade before the temple. 
It was a separate colonnade, of which the portico was 
supported by pillars with capitals carved like palm
branches. In this portico lay the sepulchral chamber, 
a room of stone closed by double doors. l Of the 
eagerneSB with which Amasis- built we have still 
evidence in the inscriptions found with his name 
in all the quarnes of Egypt; in the limestone quarries 
of Memphis, in the granite quarries at Ha=at, 
and in the 8and~tone quarries at Selsilis, and in 
the qua~es of red granite in the south of Egypt. 
·The quarries of Hamamat also give us the name of 
the chief architect of Amasis, "the chief of all the 
buildings in Upper and Lower Egypt,'~ and his fore
fathers to the twenty-fourth generation" 

Amid the cares of the throne Amasis did not forget 
the easy and cheerful enjoyment of life, which he 
loved. When he had finished his business in the 
morning he sat down to table with his friends, drank 
deeply, and made merry with them without any regard 
for the ancient ceremonial of the' Egyptian court, or 
the remonstrances of his friends. who would recall him 
to more dignified behaviour~ Nevertheless, in spite of 
the favour shown to the Greeks, he knew how to win 
the good-will of the Egyptians, by ajust, moderate, and 
mild government, and by regard for the well-being of 

1 Herod. 2. 176, 176, 169; 3.116. 
t Brugech ... Hist. or Egypt," n. 299 •. 
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the land. The tradition of the Egyptians counts him 
among the lawgivers of the land. He- is said to have 
regulated the economical relations and the duties of 
the nomarchs as well as their power.1 With the 
Greeks too he passed as a ruler of extraordinary 
wisdom. In any_ case, under his long reign-he sat 
on the throne for 44 years-Egypt attained a high 
degree of prosperity. The freedom of trade brought 
in products: agriculture, -manufactures, and trade 
were active. "Under Amasis," says Herodotus, 
"Egypt is said to have been most prosperous, both 
in regard to that which the river did for the land, 
and the soil gave to the inhabitants, and at that 
time there are said to have been 20,000 inhabited 
places in the land."· 

But these were the last days of Egyptian splendour. 
If Babylon had hitherto been a dangerous neighbour, 
the position of affairs in the East changed in the reign 
of Ama.sis for the most decided disadvantage to Egypt. 
When Cyrus had brought the kingdom of the Medea 
into his power, he reduced the nations on the east and 
west of Persia. At length .Babylon herself succumbed 
to the arms of Cyrus in the thirty-second year of the 
reign of Amasis. With the fall of Babylon Syria 
became subject to him, 80 that the youthful and 
mighty kingdom of the Persians already bordered on 
Egypt. .A.ma.sis avoided giving any support to the 
resistance offered by Babylon and Lydia to this Dew 
power. If he succeeded, after the fall of Babylon, in 
possessing himself of the island of Cyprus, and 80 

~btaining a position opposite the Syrian coast, which 
1 DiocI. I, 93. 
• Herod. 2, 177. AcocmIing to DiocI. I, 31, F«YPt in tile ancient 

time hod 18,000 00IIIIIllDliti.., ODd 11Dder tile Ptolemiea 30,600. 
A.oconIiDg to Theocritoa ("Idyll." 17, 83), F«YPt J.-ed 33,600 
·comm~ 



EGYPT UNDER THE LAST PHARAOHS. 413 

might paralyse the possession of the Phenician ·citie3, 
this success, as opposed: to the supremacy of Persia, 
was only of-importance in so far as it rendered the use 
of the Phenician fleet difficult for the Persians. The 
close connection also into which Amasis entered with 
Polycrates, who in the year 536 B.C. made himself 
Iilaster of the island of Samoa, and got together a 
splendid fleet of 80 heavy and 100 light ships of war 
-for Polycrates was threatened more heavily by the 
neighbourhood of Pe~ia than Egypt was-could only 
be of use to Egypt in defending her against an attack 
from the sea; it was useless against the attack of a far 
superior power by land. If in his last years Amasis 
could take breath for a moment owing to the death of 
the great conqueror, the anxiety for the future soon 
returned with double weight. When Amasis died 
(526 B.C.) Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, was already pre
paring a great armament against Egypt. To his son 
Psammetichus III. (Psammenitus) he bequeathed the 
difficult task of meettng the attack of the Persians. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE OVERTHROW OF THE HERACLEIDS IN LYDIA. 

ON the western coast of Asia :Minor the nation of the 
Lydians, which possessed the vallies of the Hcrmus 
and Mreander, had early arrived at a monarchy and 
a point of civilization far in ad vance of the stages 
of primitive life. The ancient royal house of the 
Lydians claimed to be sprung fr<>m the gods, from 
Attys, the son of the god Manes. The city of Sardis 
is said to have been built under the dominion of this 
dynasty, to have been dedicated to the sun-god and 
fortified.' This house of the Attyadre was said to have 
been followed about the year 1200 B.C. by a second 
dynasty which carried back its genealogy to Sandon, 
the sun-god himseIC, a deity whom the Greeks, accord
ing to the various aspects of the nature ascribed to 
him by the Lydians, sometimes identified with their 
Apollo, and at other times with their Heracles. As 
the founder of the new dynasty the Greeks call him 
Heracles. Agron, the fourth descendant of this 
&ndon-Heracles, is said to have ascended the throne 
of Lydia in the year 1194 B.C. After him twenty
two kings, the descendants of Agron, bore the crown 
of Lydia for a space of 505 years, down to the year 
689 B.C.' 

• VoL Lp.5631f. 
• Herodotus ollOWB 170 yean for the YerIIIlIIlda>, the .......->n of 

the HmacIBidao of Lydia. H the fall of c.u.u. is to be ploeed, .. I 
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The power possessed by Lydia under this family of 
rulers eannot have been very considerable. When the 

sh&ll prove in Book VIIL chap. 6, in the yeer 549 B.O., his an ..... 
tor Gyges must have aacended the throne in '119 B.O. (549+170= 
719). In the eanon of Eusebius the seriee of the Lydian kings begins 
with the Bandonid Axdys, whose aooession Eusebius p1aceo imme
diately before Olymp. I., and it contin1!'l8 230 yea.rs. In the 88ID8 

canon the dote of the MermnacIm begins 150 yea.rs before the fall 
of Crmsus, and consequently in the yoor 699 B.o. (549 + 150 = 699). 
HenooEusebius allows 20 yooro 1 ... then Herodotno to the MermnacIm. 
The fact that Horodotno allow. 106 yooro to two rulers of the five 
MermnacIm, is no ......", for departing from his dotoo. But we have 
II08ll above that the firot invasion of the west of Asia Minor by the 
Cimmeriano must be p1aood about the yea.r 700 B.O. The time is 
fixed more elt8<ltly by the fact that Midas of -Phrygia, whose wifo wao 
tho doughtor of Agamemnon king of Oymo (L 527), who dedicated a 
throne at Delphi, before Gyges oont preoonte there, reigned, in Euse
bius, from 738 B.o. to 696 D.O., in which year he kil1ed himoolf by bull'. 
blood, because tho Cimmoriano invaded his 1a.nd: Btrabo, p. 61. It 
was in this invasion of the Cimmoriano that Magnesia succumbed; 
the fall of which Archiloc!"i. mentioned in the line, .. I we.p for tho 
dio&oterof the:rhasia.no, not of the Magnosia.no," frogm. 19,ed. Bergk. 
When thishapponed Gyges was not yet king of Lydia. Candouloo, the 
laat Bandonid, was etill on the throne. "Ie it not admittod," oaya 
Pliny, "that the picture of Bularchus, which repreoonted tho hattleof 
the Magnoaia.ns, was purehaood for ito weight in gold by Oandonles, the 
laat king of the r&OO of the Horaoleidm, who is &leo called MyroiIuo? " 
"Hiot. Nat." 36,34 (36,8 in Detlofson). And&leo"KingCandoUioopoid 
lor the picture of Bularchus repreoontiug the defeat of the Magnosians
a work ofmodorato sizo-with ito weight in gold:"/cc. <il. 7, 39 (7, 38 
in Detlefsen). According to this Midas was on the throne before Gyges; 
and MagnOllia fell before the Cimmeriano when the laat Heracleid held 
owey in Lydie; and &8 the Cimmoriano conld only roach Magnesia 
through Phrygia, Oandonl .. must have sat on tha throne in the year 
696 D.O. and later. Hones both the numbero of Horodotno which give 
119 B.o., and thoes of Eusebius which give 699 B.O. for the &0888eion of 
Gygeo, are too high. But the latter allow an abbreviation of ton yea.rs. 
In Herodotno twelve yea.rs are allowed to Badyattoo, the third Morm
Dad: in the canon of Eusebius he has fifteen years; but in the list of 
Lydian kingo in the firot book, which in the root agrees with the oanon 
(it is unimportant that Gyges has in the former 36, in tho latter 36 
y ....... Araya 37 in the one and 36 in the other), we find only five yaaro 
inetoad of fifteen given to Badyattoo. If we aooept this abbreviation 
Oandonloo was etill on the throne in the year 696 B.o. Gyges B800nded 
the throne a.fteoo Midas and Oandonles in the year 689 B.O. - There are 
other grouncle, b88ido thooe quoted, which make this 1lOCOIIIl&rf. 
Aasurbanipol of Asohur ~ us of his doalings with Gygoo, of the 
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Greeks forced the Phenicians from the islands of the 
A:gean Sea, and then, about the end 'of the eleventh 
and beginning of the tenth century B.O., landed on 
the western Coast of Asia Minor, the Lydians were not 
able any more than the Teucrians and Mysians in the 
North, or the Carians in the South, to prevent the 
establishment of the Greeks on their coasts, the 1088 of 
the ancient native sanctuaries at Smyrna, Colopbon, 
Ephesus, and the founding of Greek cities in their 
land on the mouths of the Lydian rivers, the Hermus 
and the Cayster, though the Greek emigrants came 
in isolated expeditions over the sea. It was on the 
Lydian coasts that the most important Greek cities 
rose; Cyme, Phocrea, Smyrna, Colophon, Ephesus. 
Priene, Myus, and Miletus were on the land of the 
Carians. The Homeric poems would hardly have 
omitted to place a strong body of. auxiliaries from 
MreQJlla, which is their name for Lydia, by the side of 
the oppressed Ilium, if the fame of a powerful Lydian 
kingdom had then existed among the Greeks of the coast. 
The land of the Lydians is well-known to the Homeric 
poems; they give a di.o;tinct prominence to the trade, 
wealth, and horse-breeding oT the Mreonians; but they 
make no mention of any prominent race of rulers;1 

league between Gygee and Psammetichus, to whom Gygee ~ help: 
.AssurbaDipal began to reign in 668 B.O. P ... mmeticllua ..... firoi 
pJaeed over 8ais ... ~ in Asoyria in 864, and could DOt have 
..,belled against Asoyria befoIe 8M B.O. (p. 3(0). But according to 
the dates of Heiodotus Gygee eame to an end in 864 B.o.; and if we 
follow the date given 1m the beginning of IDa reign in Euaebiua ha 
died in 663. Henoe the only ~Je IOlution is to ........... the num
bers of the lint book of Eusebius, with the ndncIion 1m 8ady"-' 
Henoe the dates for the reigne are .. fo\lowe: Gygee, ~; 
Aldye, ~17; 8adyattee 017_12; Alyatteo, Ol~; c.-u., 
663--4;49 B.o. 

I The eata10gue of the &hips (" n" 2. 864) IIUlIltioDa only HsothJee 
and Antiphoe u the leaden of the JillBoni&us, IOIUI of Py\lemenee, and 
the nymph 01 the lab Gyp&. 
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and yet the Sandonids were on the throne SaltiOC 
when the poems were sung, and when they cam 
end. The loss of her coasts and the mouths of her 
rivers must have been heavily felt by Lydia. The 
trade with the sea and beyond it was henceforth only 
possible by the intervention of the Greek cities which 
had grown up there. 

Of the exploits and fortunes of the kings of the race 
of Sandon we have almost no information. It is only 
of the five or six last rulers that we have the names 
'and a few traces; and to these ~e may add two or three 
very doubtful stories of the fall of the last king of 
the' house. According to Eusebius, Ardys, Sadyattes, 
Meles, and Candaules, brought' the series of this 
dynaRty to an end: Ardys reigned from 768 to 732 
B.C.; Sadyattes down to 718; Meles down to the year, 
706 B.C., and he was then succeeded by Candaules.1 

The fragments of Nicolaus of Damascus, which must 
have been derived from the lost history of the Lydian 
Xanthus, give us the following account: Alyattes, the 
predecessor of Ardys, had left his kingdom jointly to 
his sons Cadys and Ardys. Cadys soon died, and 
Ardys was driven from the throne by Spermus, a 
relation of Cadys, whQ during the life of Cadys had 
had an intrigue with his wife. Ardys with his wife 
and daughter fied to Cyme, and there he lived in such 
poverty that he worked as a wheelwright. Two years 
after the Hight of Ardys the usurper was struck down 
by an assassin whom he had hired against Ardys, and 
the Lydians sent messengers to Cyme to invite Ardys 
to ascend again the throne of his fathers. When 
restored to ·the throne, Ardys Ilxercised a mild and 
just rule, and the Lydians had never known such 

1 Aooording to the reduction eelab\ished above for the third Menn_ 
Dad in the canon, Ardya begine 778 B.O. • 
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prosperitY sllce the days of the IInc~ent king Alkimull 
(1. 561), as they enjoyed under Arllys .. The army of 
the Lydians also was strong under the rule of this 
king: it numbered 30,000 horsemen.' A fragment 
of Heracleides Ponticus also giveR ns information 
about the fortunes of Ardys at Cyme. " Severely 
oppreSsed by their ruler the Lydians sent to Cyme, when 
they found that one of their countrymen was there, to 
summon him to the throne. The man was the slave of 
a wheelwright. The Lydians paid his price and took 
him with them. But a Cymrean who had ordered a 
wagon kept him back, and told those who remonstrated 
with him, to put no hindrances in his way, for he con
sidered it a great thing to possess a wagon which the 
king of the Lydians had made."2 

Herodotus tells us that Candaules, whom the Greeks 
call Myrsilus, placed the greatest confidence in Gyges 
the son of Dascylus, one of his lance-bearers. He went 
so far in this that he determined to convince Gyges 
by the evidence of his own eyes that the queen, his 
consort, was the most beautiful of all women. For this 
purpose he brought Gyges one evening into his bed
chamber, and bade him pLice himself behind the open 
door, so that when the queen undressed herself he 
might see her naked. This was done. But the queen 
saw Gyges when he passed out. Enraged at the 
insult offered to her by Candaules she sent for Gyges 
on the following morning, and gave him the choice 
whether he would die on the spot, or slay Candaules on 
the following night. He chose the latter. She gave 
him a dagger and concealed him behind the door, and 
Gyges stabbed Candaules as soon as he was asleep. 
But the Lydians rose in arms to avenge the death of 

1 Nicol Damuc. fragm. 49, ed. lliilJer. 
• Heracl. Pont. fragm. 11, I, 2, ed. lliilJer. 
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their king. The ,p.dherents of Gyges and the rest of 
the Lydians came to a compromise, that. if the oracle 
of the god should declare for Gyges as the king of 
the Lydians, he should rule, but if not, Gyges was to 
restore the kingdom to the race of Sandon. 

According to the fragments of ;Nicolaus it was the 
good king Ardys who laid the foundation. for the 
overthrow of the house of the Sandonids. In his old 
age, so we are told, Ardys took great delight in a 
man of the race of the. Merrnn.adre. This was Das
cylus, the son of Gyges. At length Ardys handed 

. over to him the entire government. Sadyattes, the 
son and heir of Ardys, became apprehensive that, at 
the death of Ardys, Dascylus would misuse the great 
power entrusted to him, in order to establish himself 
on the throne. He caused Dascylus to be secretly put 
out of the way. . Filled with grief, the old king caused 
the Lydians to be assembled, had himself carried into 
the assembly in a litter, bade the Lydians discover 
the murderers, on whose heads he imprecated bitter 
curses, and ended by saying that any 6ne who dis
covered them might slay them. But the murderers 
were not discovered. Alter the death of Ardys, 
Sadyattes ascended the throne, and he was succeeded 
by Meles. In this reign Lydia was visited by a 
severe famine, and an oracle demanded that the death 
of Dascylus should be expiated. The ~ife of Dascylus 
had fled to Phrygia, hel'" home, and had there brought 
forth a son, with whom she was pregnant at the time 
of his father's death. She had given him the name of 
his father: Dascylns, who had now grown up, was 
requested by Meles to return to Sardis, in order to 
receive there the atonement for the murder of his 
father. But Dascylus feared to return, and retired to 
the Syrians who dwell in Sinope, on the Pontus, 

BB 2 
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where he married a Syrian woman .. who bore him 
Gyges. After the reigns of Mele8 and Myr8us, Can
daules ascended the throne of Lydia. Then the agcd 
brother of the murdered Dascylus, who had remained 
in Sardis and was childless, besought the king that 
his nephew Dascylu8 might be allowed to return to 
Sardis, that he might adopt him as his son before 
his death. This prayer the !ring granted, but Dascylus 
refused "to leave his abode; he sent his son GygC8, 
then eighteen years old, to his great-uncle at Sardis. 
Gyges was a handsome youth. In riding and in all 
martial exercises he surpassed his comrades; and he had 
also proved his bravery in war. Owing to his stature 
and his beauty the king took him into his body-guard, 
made him his favourite, honoured him before all other!!, 
and gave him large presents of land. When Candaules 
would marry Tudo, the daughter of Arnossus, the king 
of the Mysians, he sent Gyges to bring home the bride. 
While Gyges was bringing the princes& to Sardh! in 
his chariot, he fcll violently in love with her, and, no 
longer master of himself, attempted to embrace her, in 
spite of her struggles and Uu'eats. On he~ arrival in 
Sardis she did not conceal what Gyges had done, and 
the king swore that the offender should be put to 
death on the next day. A maid who was devoted to 
Gyges overheard the words of the king and repeated 
them to Gyges on the same night. Determined to 
slay the king rather than allow himself to be slain, 
Gyges collec.1;ed his nearest friends, besought their 
assistance, and reminded them of the curse which 
Ardys had laid on the murderers of his grandfather. 
In arms they hastened into the royal citadel. The 
maid opened the door of the bed-chamber for Gyges, 
who stabbed the sleeping king with his sword. In 
the morning"a message went forth from the citadel to 
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the chief men i.J.i. the kingdom j they w~re to appear 
before the face of the king. They obeyed without any 
suspicion, in the belief that they had been summoned. 
by Candaules. Gyges caused those to be slain who, 
as he thought, would be his enemies, an~ gave hand
some presents to those whQm he hoped to win. He 
armed all whom he gained to his side: the body-guard 
also took his part, so that the Lydians, when they 
discovered what had taken place, though they rose 
against the murderer of the king, did not venture to 
attack him. But they sent to Delphi to inquire 
whether they should take Gyges to be their king j and 
the god bade them do so, and Gyges took Tudo to 
wife.1 

In the narrative' of Nicolaus it is the curse which 
Ardys uttered upon the murderers of the first Dascylus, 
and the late vengeance for this murder which comes 
upon the descendants of Sadyattes, and causes the over
throw of the kingdom. But the guilt of Sadyattes is not 
the only cause:· Ardys hin1self sinned by the excessive 
confidence which he reposed in Dascylus j and Can~ 
daules goes further still ill. his blind confidence in the 
grandson of Dascylus j he gives him land j he sets him 
above all others; he commissions the youth of twenty 
years to bring home the royal bride to her marriage. 

, Though the last BandoDid is also called Sadyatleo in Nioolaus, I 
bave put Candeulee in the text becauee be, like the Candaulee of Hero
dotus, is the eon of Myraue. The reign of Myraue is not found in the 
Q&non or in the other three Jiste of Lydian kings in Eusebius. The 
four Mel'lDIl&de, Gygos, D88Cylus, DBSCYlus, Gygee, must be met 
by four Heraoleide, Ardye, Sadyattee, Melee, and Candeulee. Myrsus 
might have arisen out of the name Myrsilus, whioh the Greeks gave to 
Candeulee, or Candeulee was the eon of a Myraue who did not '''ign. 
That the last BandoDid reigned only three years as Nicolaus sup
poses is impossible. Aooording to this Gygos gained the throIie at 21 
years of age. And what we know from other sources of Candeules 
does not agree with so short a reign. We must therefore keep to the 
otstement of Eueebius. 
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The same fault of exceesive and misplaced confidence, 
though in another direction, is in Herodotus the cause 
of the overthrow of Candaules and his house. In a 
third version, given by Plutarch, we still find the 
same motive. When Heracles had slain Hippolyte 
(the queen of the Amazons), he gave her battle·axe to 
Omphale. The kings who ruled over Lydia after 
Omphale, had carried this battle-axe, each handing it 
to his succe880r, down to Candaules, who disregarded 
it and gave it to his favourite to carry j but this 
favourite in Plutarch is not Gyges. 1 

The relation into which Herodotus represents the 
wife of Candaules as entering, after her dishonour, 
with Gyges, the guard of her husband, appears to be 
founded on a similar story, which a legend ascribes 
to an ancestor of Gyges. Gyges, the forefather of 
Lydus, so we are told in Plato, was one of the shepherds 
of the king of the Lydians. After a severe storm of 
rain and an earthquake, the earth opened where he 
was keeping his cattle. Out of curiosity he descended 
into the gulf, and saw marvellous things: among 
others a brazen horse wit~ windows, through which 
he saw a dead man of superhuman size, who had 
nothing on beyond a golden ring on his finger. This 
ring Gyges took, and climbed out.' When he sat 
among the rest of the shepherds in order to give the 
king the monthly account of the condition of the 
flocks, with this ring on his finger, he happened to 
turn the stone on it towards himself. Then he per
ceived that the others did not see him, and spoke of 
him as though absent. When he turned the stone 
away from himself, he was again seen by them. 
Having assured himself of this fact, he procured that 
he should be chosen among the messengers sent to the 

I Vol. L P. 673. P1utaroh," Q1UIlOt. Gnoo. w 46. 
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king. There he won the favour of the queen, united 
':"ith her for the overthrow of thEl king, slew him, and 
seized the throne.1 

We saw that the Lydians derived the tribes of their 
nation from Attys and Cotys, the sons. of the god 
Manes, and from the sons of Lydus, Torrhebus and 
Asius. If the first Gyges could be called an ancestor 
of Lydus, he must have held a high position in the 
legend of the Lydians. This conclusion is confirmed 
by the Homeric poems in which the lake of Gyges is 
the centre of the Lydian land and the Lydian life. 
On this lake of Gyges the descendants of the youngest 
Gyges, his successors on the throne, which he had won 
for them; had their tombs; but the graves of the kings 
before them were also to be sought on the same lake. 
The race of the Mermnadre, which carried back its 
origin to the first Gyges, must, therefore, have been 
ancient and important among the Lydians. Conscious 
of such & descent, it may have considered itself little 
inferior to the house of the kings, whose ancestor was 
the sun-god himself. We might, perhaps, assume 
that the Mermnadre, in the later days of Ardys or after 
him, attained to prominent importance; that anxiety 
on account of this prominence brought on thein per
secution and expulsion on the part of the succeSsors of 
Ardys. The wife of the murdered Dascylus flies to 
the Phrygians; her son of the same name takes refuge. 
with the Syrians on the Pontus, at Sinope. Hence 
the exiles sought not only protection but also support 
among their neighbours against the kings of the 
Lydians. Pausanias mentions to us a place belonging 
to Dascylus on the White Plain in Caria, on the 
borders of Lydia;' and Plutarch tells us: "Arselis, 
the Carian of Mylasa, came to the aid of Gyges, the 

1 Plato, 'I De Rep." p. 369, 360. I Pausan. 4, 36, 11. 
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son of Dascylus the younger, when he fought against 
Candaules, and helped Gyges to victory. . Arselis slew 
both Candaules and the youth to. whom Candaules had 
given the sacred symbol of the royal office of Lydia, 
and placed the battle-axe as an ornament in the hand 
of the statue of Zeus at Mylasa." Hence Gyges was 
in communi~ation with the Canans when he rebelled 
against Candaules. 

We may go a step further. At the time when 
Candaules reigned over Lydia (706 - 689 B.C.), the 
Cimmenans invaded Phrygia from Pontus, the very 
region, to which the younger Dascylus, the father of 
Gyges, is said to have fled; king Midas took his own 
life in consequence of this disaster (696 B.C.). The 
Magnesians, who inhabited the most inland city of the 
Greeks on the lower ?t1reallder, suffered at the hands 
of the Cimmerians a defeat much lamented' by the 
Greeks; and the poet Callinus of Ephesus cried to his 
countrymen, "the army of the Cimmerians, who have 
done mighty deeds, is approaching," and urged them 
to brave resistance.! Lydia was not spared. Sardis 
was taken by the Cimmerians (I. 542). The storm 
passed over, but it had bey<fud a doubt deeply shaken 
the Lydian kingdom and the position of king Can
daules. Of this king we only know that he paid the 
Greek painter, Bularchus, for' a picture which repre
sented the battle and defeat of the Magnesians with 
an <equal weight of gold, though the picture was of 
moderate size only. This was a passion for art little 
in accordance with the position of his kingdom, and 
it seems to confirm the account of Plutarch that 
Candaules reigned with little care, and left the 
government to a favourite. After the blow which 
'Lydia suffered by the invasion of the Cimmerians, the 

I Fragm. 2, 3, eeL BergL 
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Mermnadll3 .must have considered that their time was 
come. Whether they were really allowed to return, 
whether Gyges had a-place in the body-guard or not, 
cannot be decided. What is certain is that he did 
Dot attain to the throne without an open struggle, 
whether it was against Candaules himself, or his 
party, the party of the ancient royal family; it is 
certain, too, that Canan troops supported him, though 
the Arselis in Plutarch is not a Canan, but the Carian 
war-god, or, the axe of this war-god of Mylasa.1 

Moreover, it is certain that Gyges was not able to 
overcome by force of arms the resistance of the 
Lydiaus, who adhered to the ancient royal family. 
In Herodotus, as in Nicolaus, the Lydians take up arms 
against Gyges; in both the decision which follows is 
due to the oracle of the god. The arrangement in 
Herodotus-if the oracle of the god declared for Gyges 
he was to reign, and if against him, the kingdom was 
to go back to the race of Heracles, i. e. of the sun-god 
-may be regarded as historical, and that the decision 
should be sought from the deity, from whom the house 
hitherto on the throne sprang, shows that the Lydians 
adhered firmly to their a~cient royal family. 

The decision of the civil war in Lydia was sought 
in Delphi. The fame of the temple at Delphi, which 
belonged to the light-god of the. Hellenes, had long 
reached the Lydians and Phrygians through the Greeks 
of the coast. Before this time Midas of Phrygia had 
dedicated, a pedestal and other presents at Delphi 
(1. 527). As the Greeks recognised their Apollo and 
their Heracles in the sun-god of the Lydians (1. 664), 
80 did the Lydians regard the god of light, the archer
god of Delphi, as their own sun-god. The impartial 
Bun-god of the stranger was to decide whether the 

1 VoL I. p. 673. 
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descendants of the native sun-god were to lose or keep 
the throne. The oracle of the god of Delphi decided 
for Gyges. In gratitude he sent rich presents, a great 
mass of silver and gold, to Delphi. Herodotus men
tions especially six golden milk-vessels, thirty talents 
in weight.' 

1 Herod. I, 14. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

LYDIA UNDER THE MERMNADJE. 

THE Delphian priesthood did no service to their 
countrymen on the western shore of Asia Minor when 
in the year 689 B.C. they helped Gyges to the throne 
in spite of the resistance of the Lydians. The cities 
of the Greeks on these coasts, whose founders had in 
days past been expelled by war and distress from their 
cantons, had come to power and prosperity in the 
course of the three centuries which had since elapsed. 
Forced to a vigorous exercise of their powers, amid an 
environment of many new impulses, they surpassed 
the motberland in poetry and art, in navigation and 
trade. From their harbours they exported the pro
ducts of Phrygis and the manufactures of Lydia to 
the Cyclades, to Chalcis and Eretria, to Corinth and 
tbe mainland of Hellas. Tbus they gradually grew 
up into a naval power which drove even the trading 
ships of the Phenicians from the .IEgean Sea, opened 
the Black Sea, and already began to rival the Pheni
cians in the Bouth and west of the Mediterranean. 
Spl"inging up on the soil of Lydia these cities barred 
the mouths of the Lydian rivers, the highways to the 
sea, and excluded the Lydian people from intercourse 
with the sea. Miletus, Myus, and Priene commanded 
tbe mouth of the Mreander ; Ephesus and Colophon the 
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mouth of the Cayster; Phocrea and Cyme the mouth 
of the Hemius. An active prince on tbe throne of 
Lydia could not endure that the Greeks should remain 
in possession of the coast, which they had taken from 
the Lydians, and keep the Lydians for ever cut off 
from the sea. The new dynasty must attempt to 
recover the losses which their predecessors had been 
unable to prevent. 

When confronted by the power of the Lydians 
collected in the hands of a single warrior, the Greek 

. eitielt could not, for long, avoid falling into a position 
similar to that in which the Phenicians at that time 
found themselves as opposed to the Assyrians. Lydia 
was not in!ieed so strong as Assyria, but it lay nearer 
at hand; and the resources of Phocrea, Smyrna, 
Colophon, Ephesus, and Miletus, could not bear com
parison with those of Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus. In 
spite of their common origin and kindred blood, the 
Greek cities, like those of the Phenicians, were without 
any political combination. It is trne that the Ionian 
cities offered each year a common sacrifice to Poseidon, 
on the /lea-shore under the sllur of Mount Mycale, but 
for the rest, not only was each community isolated 
from the others, but the communities were often at feud 
among themselves. Even in the bosom of the separate 
cities the opposition of parties was not wanting: it 
was not long since the nobles had overthrown the 
monarchy, and taken the government into their own 
hands. If the citizens ventured to give battle in the 
open field, and the Lydians by means of their superior 
forces drove them back into their walls, and laid waste 
their crops, the cities which did not lie immediately 
,On the sea were exposed to continued devastation, and 
with the greater certainty because these devastations 
could be made more severe by sieges. Even the cities 
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on the sea could hardly support for any length of time 
the desolation and loss of tb.eir land. Ephesus had ex
tended her possessions on land from the mouth of the 
Cayster as far northward as Tmolus; Colophon too 
had a considerl.ble acreage of land. 

Mysia and the Troad were the districts, which, as 
it seems, Gyges first subjugated to his dominion.' 
The founding of Dascyleum beyond the Rhyndacus, 
not far from the shore of the Propontis, which bears 
the name of his father, may be ascribed to him. Next 
he turned against the Greek cities, and there he found 
a vigorous resistance. Established at first in conflict 
with the nations of the coast, these cities had grown 
up amid feuds and by navigation, and contained in 
their walls a brave race of men. From the time that 
Gyges opened the attack upon them, one hundred and 
twenty years passed before they lost their independence 
in spite of their isolation, though the course of the 
struggle inflicte!l, various losses upon them. Even 
during the continuance of this struggle they made 
very considerable progress on the sea, in art and 
science, and when they fell it was hardly less through 
the struggles which shattered them from within, than 

. through the arms of the Lydians. Gyges first attacked 
l.fagnesia on SipyluB, the Greek city which lay nearest 
to Sardis. After repeated devastation of the land he 
finally succeeded in making himself master of the city.2 
The next attack fell on Smyrna. It was a severe 
struggle. The Smyrnreans thought themselves suffi
ciently strong to meet the Lydians in' the open field. 
They withstood their attacks in the plain, anll their 
venturous courage was not without success. On one 

1 Strabo, p. 690. 
• Strabo, p. 620. Nicol. Dama& fragm. 62, ed. MiiUer. Which 

Magneeia is meant is not cJ .... ; Magneeia on Sipylue is more probable 
than the othor. 
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occasion it happened that they were defcated by GygeR 
and the Lydians, and driven into the. city. The 
Lydians forced their way into the gates along with 
the fugitives. But the courage and bravery of the 
Smyrnreans were successful in' hurling back the 
enemies.1 Nor did any better success attend the 
attack of Gyges on Miletus; but against Colophon he 
obtained some advantage." 

Such are the accounts given by the Greeks of the 
dceds of Gyges. From these it appears that GygC8 
justified his usurpation of the throne by attacks, more 
or less successful, against the ancient opponents who 
checked the rise of Lydia. It is also clear from 
othcr sources of information, that he had himself 
to beat off the attacks of a mighty enemy, and that he 
was by no means fortunate in withstanding them. 
Among the Greeks we have only a brief and acci
dental statement, from which we could conclude that 
Gyges had to deal with other enemies beside the 
Greek cities. This statement merely tells us that the 
Cimmerians had settled in Antandrus on the coast of 
the Troad for a century. The Cimmenans are said to 
have been first driven out by AIyattes king of Lydia, 
who reigned down to 663 B.C. ; those Cimmerians there
fore who inhabited Antandrus, must have come there 
at the time of Gyges, who reigned from 689 to 653 B.C. 

That Gyges had really to undergo severe struggle8 
with the Cimmenans we learn from the distant east, 
from Nineveh. The inscriptions of Esarhaddon of 
Asshur (681-668 B.c.) told us that Tiuspa, the chief 

1 Herod. I, 14. Paua .. 21, 3; 9, 29, f. 
• Aecording to Herodotua, 1«. cit. Gygeo takeo the city Ind not the 

citadel of Colophon; oooording to Athenanuo (p. 266) he CODcloded a 
frietulIy u.ty with CoIopIum. In PolyBlllD8 aI80 the CoJopIloniau 
remained for a IDDg time in ~ with the LydiaDa, Won Aly_ 
deprived them of their oountry by Inadu!ry; 7,2,2. 
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of the distant land of the Cimmerians, had submitted 
to him (p. 151). AB the ABsyrians held the Moschi, 
the Tibarenes, and the Cilicians in dependence, 
the Cimmerians when settled on the lower Halys, 
which event took place before the year 700 B.C., 

became neighbours of the ABsyrian kingdom. Assur
banipal of ABsyria tells us that Gyges of Lydia 
submitted to him, that afterwards he was succeseful 
against the Cimmerians;and sent in chains to Nineveh 
chiefs of the Cimmerians whom he had taken in the 
battle. ABsurbanipal, as we saw, ascended the throne 
in 668 B.C.; the reign of Gyges came to an end in 
653 B.C. Hence his messages to Assurbanipal could 
only fall between the years 668 and 65a B.C. It is 
quite conceivable that Gyges when pressed by a new 
advance of the Cimmerians towards the West sought 
the aid of the king of ABsyria, the powerful neighbour. 
of the Cimmerians in the East, in order that pressure 
might be put from that side on these enemies of Lydia. 
ABsurbanipal does not tell llS that he sent any assist
ance to Gyges; he merely tells us that Gyges after 
paying homage to him was enabled by the glory of his 
(ABsurbanipal's) name to 1>ring the Cimmerians to his 
feet, and fought successfully against them. After
wards Gyges hardened his heart, put confidence in his 
own power, and sent his soldiers to aid Pisamilki of 
Egypt, who had thrown off the yoke of ABsyria. AB 
a punishment for this the Cimmenans conquered 
and devastated his whole land; his body was thrown 
to his enemies, and his servants were carried away 
captive. 

From theae statements we must conclude that the 
wars which Gyges carried on against the Greek cities 
belonged to the first twenty years of his reign; that 
new incursions of the Cimmerians into Phrygia, and a 
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fresl). advance on their part against Lydia, put an end 
to the attacks of Gygcs on the Greeks; and when 
Gy~es had summoned the assistance of· Assyria, the 
Cimmerians were driven back. When delivered from 
the Cimmerians Gyges intended no doubt to put an 
end to his dependence on Assyria, and to aid in bring
ing to destruction this mighty power, which both from 
Cilicia and from the Halys might bring ruin upon him. 
With this object he may have entered into connections 
with Psammetichus, agreeing to send him Ionians and 
Carians to overpower his fellow-princes, in order to 

. maintain the contest against Assyria at the head of 
the newly-united Egypt. Lydia had little to fear 
from Assyria, if Egypt revolted at the samc time, since 
it was probable that all the efforts of that country 
would be direeted against the valley of the Nile. 
Gyges could not send auxiliary troops into Egypt 
later than the year 653 B.C. (for his reign came to an 
end in that year). Hence his ·relations to Assyria 
would fall within the years 665-655 B.C. Whether 
Assurbanipal, in order to punish the defection of 
Gyges, urged the Cimmerians to resume the war, we 
cannot certainly say. We ·cannot contest the state
ment of the inscriptions of Assurbanipal that Gyges 
fell in this war, though it is remarkable that the 
Greeks know nothing or tell us nothing of sueh an 
important occurrence. Herodotus tells us expressly 
that beside the wars against MiIetus, Smyrna, and 
Colophon, Gyges performed no action of importance. 1 

Of the son and successor of Gyges, Assurbanipal 
tells us that he sent to him, disapproved of his father's 
breach with Assyria, and pledged his own submission 
(p. 178). The inscriptions which deal with the reJa.. 

. tions of Assyria and Lydia are without dates. But 

I Herod. I, 14. 
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from the connection of the nalTative, and with refer" 
ence to the statement that Gyges fell in battle against 
the Cimmerians. we must assume that the accession of 
Ardys, the son of Gyges, took place in the midst of 
the war with the Cimmerians, and that he inade his 
pledge of submission to Assyria in the first year of his 
reign, in that time of distress. Herodotus tells us 
-that the Cimmerians invaded Lydia in the reign of 
Ardys-which continued from 653 to 617 B.o.1-and 
toof Sardis, except the Acropolis; that the cities of 
the Ionians were attacked by the Cimmerians, and 
plundered though not conquered.· It would be easy 
to conneCt this second capture of Sardis with the 
narrative of the Assyrians and the fall of Gyges, and 
thus place it in the commencement of the reign of 
Ardys. But this connection would destroy the coin
cidence in time between the Scythian invasion of 
Asia and the Cimmerian invasion of Ionia, which 
Herodotus mentions, and at the same time removes 
the ground which can alone explain the combination 
of the two (p. 277). Herodotus places the incursion 
of the Scythians into Media quite definitely in the first 
year of Cyaxares of Media, i. e. according to his 
chronology, in the year 633 to 630 B.O. The second 
capture of Sardis, therefore, and the attack on the 
Ionian cities, must have taken place about 630 B.O. 

It remains to assume that the Cimmerians, after 
inundating Lydia in the time ~f Candaules and taking 
Sardis, after repeated wars with varied success against 
Gyges in the last decade of his reign, which finally 
ended in tue death of Gyges, were a source of serious 
danger to Ardys in the first and larger half of his 
. reign. Concerning the campaign of the Cimmerians, 
which brought Sardis for & second time into their 

, In Herod. from 681 to 632B.o.; ct. oupra, p. 276. • Herod. 1. 6. t~. 
W~~ pp 
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hands, we learn from Greek aceounts that the Cim
meriana were commanded by Lygdamis;1 apd that they 
brought Ephesus into great straits.' " Lygdamis," so 
Callimachus says, "led the army of the horse-milking 
Cimmerians, which lay encamped oil the strait of the 
daughter of Inachus," against Ephesus; in the plain of 
the Cayster their chariots rested, and he threatened to 
destroy the temple of Artemis, but the goddess pro
tected her shrine. Another statement tells us, on the 
contrary, that Lygc1amis burnt the temple of Artemis.· 
"It was a passing raid," says Herodotus, "not a 
subjugation of the cities." 

It is clear that Ardys became master of his land, at 
any rate, in the last third of his reign. In this period, 
and nuder his successor Sadyattes (617-612 B.C.), 
there were no further incursions of the Cimmerians, and 
Alyattes, the successor of Sadyattes (612-563 B.C.), 
succeeded in completely breaking their power. Hero
dotus tells us that Alyattes drove the Cimmeriaus out 
of Asia.' This was not the case: elsewhere we find 
it stated that it was they who again attacked Alyattes.· 
They were no doubt confined by the arms of Alyattes 
to their abode on the banks·of the lower Halys; they 
became subject to the Lydians, and were lost, as we 
saw, in the Cappadocians, whose name among the 
Armenians is Gamir, i. e. Gimirai, Cimmerians.· 

The repeated incursions of the Cimmerians into the 
west of Asia Minor in the course of the seventh ccntury 
had important consequences for the lands affected by 
them on this side of the Halys. The nearest neigh
bouring states, especially Phrygia, were severely shaken 

1 Strabo, p. 61. P1ut." Yare. " Co 1 L 
I Strabo, p. 627, 647. Athena>ua (p. 626), it ;. true, doeo DDt 

enfuely agree with thio. 
I Callim. .. Hymn in Dian." 262-260. Heoycb. ~~ 
• Hmod.l. 16. • Poly ...... "Str&teg.· 7, 2, L • VaLL p. MD. 
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by them, more severely, beyond a doubt, than Lydia. 1 

From about the year 630 B.O., under the strong guid
ance of Ardys, Sadyattee, and Alyattes, Lydia arose 
with firmness and energy, and became a protecting 
power against the Cimmerians for the west of Asia 
Minor. This position, and the superiority which 
Lydia also possessed in the harder ·and severer nature 
of her population, brought about the result that when 
Uyges had subjugated Mysia; Phrygia as far as the 
Halys became dependent on the Lydian kingdom in 
the last years of Ardys, or in the time of his successor 
Sadyattes. For the Lydian dominion over Asia Minor 
the Cimmerians had prepared the way even more 
thoroughly than the Scythians had prepared the way· 
for the Medes in the East. As Lydia and Media were 
the first to recover, they soon obtained the supremacy 
in the one case as in the other. If it could be said of 
Alyattes that he expelled the Cimmerians from Asia 
Minor, the dominion of Lydia must at least have 
extended to the Halys. It was on this river that the 
two new powers, rising on the East and the West, came 
into collision. 

The Greeks of course "can only give us precise 
information al)out the struggles of Ardys, Sadyattes, 
and Alyattes against the cities of the coast. Hero-o 
dotus tells us that Ardys like Gyges attacked MiletuB, 
without achieving any success :. he succeeded however 
in taking Priene, opposite Miletus, at the entrance of 
the Milesian Gulf. Other accounjs and later events 
show that this conquest was not'maintained.2 We 
must put the attacks of Ardys on the Greek cities in 
the last decade of his reign (627-617 B.O.). Sadyattes 

I On the long Bfay of the Oimmeriana in Phrygia. Steph. Byzan~ 
IUCllra". . 

a Herod. 1, 16. Diog. Laert. I, 83. 
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directed his efforts against Smyrna and Miletus, 
which at that time was governed by the tyrant 
Thrasybulus.' The Milesians went out to meet the 
J~ydian army in the open field. But they were 
defeat,ed in two great battles, first at Limeneum, and 
then on the MlIlander, and were thus compelled to 
shut themselves up in the walls. Behind these 
Sadyattell could do them no harm. 

Herodotus tells us that Sadyattes contented himself 
with destroying the harvest of the Milesians every year 
as soon as the corn was ripe in the land of the city, 
and with cutting down the fruit-trees. This went on 
for six years till his death, when his BOn and SUCCCBBOr 
continued the war in the same manner. When at 
length he believed that the Milesians were brought 
into distress and scarcity by these continual devasta
tions, in the twelfth year of the war, he was deceived 
by a stratagem of Thrasybulus. Thrasybulus learnt 
from Corinth that a herald of the king would come 
into the city to offer a truce. The citizens were com
manded, therefore, to bring out into the market-place 
all the corn which was to be found in the ·houses, as 
though' it were for sale there, and to keep holiday 
~th banquets and merry-making. Convinced by the 
account of his herald that all his efforts hitherto had 
been in vain, Alyattes concluded a treaty of peace 
with the Milesians! !Jo weight can be -laid on the 
details of this narrative. In the twelfth year of- the 
war, according to Herodotus, when the fields were 
being laid waste and the corn burned, the temple of 
Athene at Assessus was set on fire. Alyattes then fell 
sick, and as he remained sick a long time he sent to 
Delphi to inquire about his recovery. Delphi replied : 

I The attack of Badyatteo on Smyrna ;. vouched for by N'1OO1aaa, 
fragm. 64, ed. MiilIer. • Herod. 1, 17-19. 
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The' god woUld-give no -answer till'the temple was 
rebuilt. This became known to Periander of Corinth, 
and he imparted the information to ThrasybUlus--such 
at least, Herodotus remarks, is the story of the 
MilesiaIis. Thrasybulus assumed that Alyattes would 
ask for an armistice in order that he might be able to 
rebuild the temple; and made the arrangements already 
described, In any case Alyattes was in a position to 
obtain more accurate information about the condition 
of Miletus than coUld be got by a herald. How could 
it be supposed that there would be a want of provisions 
in a great trading city like Miletus, which Alyattes had 
not debarred and coUld not debar from intercourse with 
the sea 1 When the peace and the treaty hail. been 
eoncluded, and Alyattes had built two temples in the 
place of the one that had been burnt, he recovered his 
health. 

It is certain that Miletus maintained herself against 
'the attacks of the Lydian kings. Undisturbed by them 
she founded Parium and Lampsacus on the Hellcspont. 
In union with Phocrea, Teos, and Clazomenoo, she 
entered into trade with E~t, whose harboulJ! Psam
metichus had opened to the IoDians; about the year 
640 B.C. she sent her fleet to aid the Eretrians in 
Eubrea, who were engaged in a severe struggle with 
the Chalcidians; about the year 630 B.C., she sent out 
a new colony to Sinope, which.had succumbed to the 
Cimmerians (1, 545), and built Tomi at the mouths of 
.the Danube: That the kings of Lydia directed their 
efforts maiUlyagainst Miletus is intelligible. If the most 
powerful city of the Greeks were subject to them, the 
others would submit without any further struggle. It 
is pOBSible that the rebellion of the people against the 
nobles, the ficrce party struggles which followed from 
these and allowed Thrasybulus to. establish a tyranny 
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in Miletus, may have excited in the Lydians the hope 
of overcoming the city with less difficulty. It speaks 
much for the strength of Miletus that her citizens were 
able to meet the Lydians in the open field. There can 
hardly be a doubt that the land of the Mileeians was 
devastated for several succeesive years. The Lydians 
must have attempted to wear out the city by this 
means, to rOUl!8 dissatisfaction among the landed pro
prietors by their loeses, and among the lower claeses 
by causing a scarcity. The owners of the land lost 
each year their crops and their sheep; with these the 
raw material for the important wool industry of the 
Milesians was destroyed, and trade with the interior 
was impossible. When, however, the Lydians found 
that the city held out stubbornly they at length de
sisted, and preferred to win the first city of the Greeks 
by treaty rather than by war. 

According to the dates which we obtained above for 
the reign of Gyges and his successors, the twelve years' 
war against Miletus mentioned by Herodotus mWlt 
have begun under Ardys, and . ended under Sadyattes. 
It was in the last years of ¥yattes (617-612 B.C.), in 
the year 615 B.C., as we saw above, that the great war 
began between the Medes and the Lydian&, which 
Herodotus puts in the time of Alyattes (612-563 B.C.). 
The advances of the Median power to the West and 
their approach to the JIalys must have compelled the 
Lydians to put an end to the war with .Miletns, in 
order to protect the eastern border of their kingdom. 
We know the supposed cause and the course of the 
war between Lydia and Media, which went on to the 
year 610 B.C., with varying fortune, but not to the dis-, 
advantage of the Lydiana! The Lydians, though far 

• The ..........a for which I beJieye it ....-.,. tD maintain thia .wJ 
..... given ahem!, P. 288, .. 
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weaker in nlimbers, showed themselves vigorous oppon
ents of the Medes. The severe struggle could find 
no more honourable close for Media than the treaty 
which made the Halys the limit between Lydia and 
Media, and united the two countries by marriage as 
well as by treaty. Aryanis, the daughter of Alyattes, 
became the wife of Astyages, the son of Cyaxares of 
Media (p. 289). 

Secured in the east by the alliance with Media 
Alyattes could direct his whole force to the estab
lishment of the Lydian power within the Halys. The 
Carians were subjugated.' Alyattes did not obtain 
equal successes over the Greek cities, though Miletus, 
true to the treaty, held aloof. His attack on Smyrna 
was perhaps the occasion on which Mimnermus repeated 
in his poems to his countrymen the brave deeds of the 
SmYrIlIeans in old days against Gyges (p. 429), and 
attempted to rouse the courage of the present genera
tion by the memory of the achievements of the past. 
He reminded the Smyrnalans how they had once 

.driven the Lydians out of the gates of their city. In 
some verses which have come down to us he praises 
the deeds of a hero of oiden time, not without a re
proachful siele-glance at the living generation: "Not 
of such a kind was the courage and the brave heart . 
of the warrior, of whom the forefathers told me, how 
that they had seen him; spear in hand, on the plain of 
the Hermus, driving before' him the troops of the 
mounted Lydians. In the courage of his stout heart 

1 Nicol Damaso. fnIgm. 64, ed. Milller. At the time of this Oarian 
campaign of Alyattea, Ormsus, aoeotiing to this fragment, W88 viceroy 
of the region of Adramytteum. It must therefore be plaeed about 
the year 680, ainoe Ormsus was born in 698 B.O. Adramytteum 
is &aid to have been founded by a brother of <lro!au. of the name of 
Adramyttue: Staph. Byz. .... In Nioolaue Adremys is an illegi
timate BOn ofSadyattea The city was oertainlymuch older. AthenIBWI, 
p. 616, mentions an old king of Lydia of the name of Adramyttue. 
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Pallas Athene herself could find nothing.to reproach, 
when in the bloody fight he presseil onward with tho 
foremost, beset with the thick volley of the enemy. 
Never man knew better how to withstand the tumult 
of battle, so long as the sun shone on him."l Perhaps 
the Smyrnreans were no longer fired with the martial 
courage of old days; in any ease the superiority of 
the Lydians was very great. Alyattes took Smyrna, 
and in order to keep the eity in more complete sub
jection, he caused the walls to be thrown down, and 
forced the Smyrnreans to dwell in an unfortified place.' 
Colophon was also captured. Tbis was a rich city 
even before the time of Gyges; the greater part of the 
citizens are said to have been prosperous. Xenophanes 
reproaches his fellow-citizens of Colophon that they 
had learnt luxurious habits from the Lydians, that 
the senators of the city-they were a thousand in 
number, chosen from all the men of property--camo 
to the market-place in "garments wholly coloured with 
purple," .. pluming themselves on their beautifully
arranged hair, and drenched with the perfumes of 
costly ointments." According to the account of 

1 Mimnerm. fragm. 11, eel. Bergk. IfMimnermua, flIe cootemporaty 
ofSoIao,is~caIledBSmymman.andsometimeo.Colophonian, 
the explanation is that Mimnermus derived his raee from the Colophon
iaus, who had taken Smyrna from tha AchawJa. Strabo, p. 634. It 
is not strange that Mimnermus B8 & boy may have heard the otory 
of the struggIee againsI; Gyger& from his 6dhera and gnmdIatherw. 
The attack of Alyattee upoa Smyrna, bolonga to flIe period after 680, 
the last decade of Alyatteo, bec&'U8e c.a-.. oontinneo flIe ~ againsI; 
the Greek citieo withont any break. 

• Herod. 1, 16. !rIC. Dam.aec. bag. 64. Strabo (p. 646) ten. ... 
that the Smymmoms had been compelled to dwell """"",!.ely in ooverol 
open villagee, and that they lived in this 1I1&11JU!r far 400 y ....... dawn 
to the tin1e of Antigonll8. In this reckcming, in my -. there is .. 
eentnry too much; moreover, Pindar (fragm. iD<ert. U2, eel. Disoen) 
""""" of flIe chalming city 01 Sm~ IIeoce flIe view ginn in the 
• text is taken. 
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Athenreus the meals of the Colophoniaus began in the 
morning and continued till the lamps were lit, to the 
sound of harps and flutes played by women after the 
manner of the Lydians; after this the night was spent 
in drinking, so that some beheld neither the rising nor 
the setting sun. In this way the Colophoniaus had 
lost their old military valour, and had infected the 
Milesians.1 . We are not in a position to decide whether 
the fine clothes of the Colophonians and their delight 
in feaating and drinking took the vigour out of their 
defence of the city or not; this only is clear, that 
isolated cities like Smyrna and Colophon, even with the 
most heroic resistance, must eventually succumb to a 
kingdom like that of the Lydians. In any case we 
have rather to recognise the resistance which unim" 
portant cities such as Priene made, than lament the 
cowardice of the citizens. Theognis of Megara remarks 
that Smyrna and Colophon, like Magnesia before them, 
came to destruction owing to their excess of valour.s 

With the subjugation of Colophon the successes of 
Alyattes ended. Priene resisted a long siege with 
success: from Clazomenre he was compelled to retire 
with great losses.' 

Gradually strengthening the~lves in severe strug
gles, the Mermnadre had approved their position as 
leaders of the Lydians. How deeply rooted was the 
a.ttachment of the 1lation to the expelled royal family, 
and what respect the Mermn"adre paid to this stubborn 
preference, is clear from the .fact that Gyges himself 
called his Bon Ardys after the name of a king of the 
ancient house j and in the same way his grandson and 

• Xenophan, fragm. 8. A.rist. "Pol" 4, 3, 9. AthODlllUS, p. 626. 
PausBll. 7, 6, 4. 

I Thoogn. fragm. 1103, ad. Gaisford. 
• lIorod. I, 16; Diog. Laerll, 83. 
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great-grandson repeat the ancient names Sadyattes 
and Alyattes. The reign of Alyattes, extended almost 
to half a century, appears to have borne good fruits for 
the domestic relations of Lydia. The subject nations, 
the Mysians, Bithynians, Phrygians, Paphlagonians, 
and Carians, must without doubt have paid heavy 
tribute. From this, from the product of the gold 
washing in the Pactolus, the mines in Tmolus and 
Sipylus, Alyattes collected . a large treasure in thp. 
citadel at Sardis. The Lydians preserved a grateful 
memory of Alyattes,l .. the most just and wise of 
their kings," as Xanthus calls him. His guidance had 
set them entirely free from the risks so often brought 
upon their country by the Cimmerians, had raised 
them to be the dominant nation in Asia Minor, and 
in time of peace the kingdom was no doubt brought 
into excellent order by him. 

Hipponax of Ephesus points out the way to Smyrna 
t'l a friend by the following marks: .. Go through the 
region of the Lydians, past the grave of Alyattes, 
past the monument of Gyges and the pillars, past the 
monument of Attys, the great king, with your face to 
the setting sun."2 Herodotfts tells us: H Lydia pas
SeaBes a work which is the greatest of all, except the 
works of the Egyptians and the Babylonians, and it is 
the monument of Alyattes. The lower part consists 
of great st~nes, six stades and two plethra in circum
ference (3800 feet); the "remainder is a heap of earth, 
which the merchants and the traders, the artizans and 
workmen, and the courtesans built. On the monu-

1 8uidaa' AAocirrw. 
• Hippooaci., fragm. la, ed. Bergk. 8cImeidewin'. conjecture to -.I 

Alya_ for Attal"" ought eertaiDly to be adopted, though Alyatleo 
had a oem called AttaIea. The _y muot have beeo fbed by the 
Iarge&t monument. • A.-.- for 'On<c ........ certain; on the other 
baud • ...,.w.. for ... .wI. is DOt permjooible. 
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ment above 'stood, even in my time, five stone pillars, 
and the inscriptions on these told us what each section 
had paid, and the measure of that which the courtesans . 
built was the largest."L Xenophon also speaks of a 
large tomb in the neighbourhood of Sardis, on the 
summit of which were five pillars. I 

The princes of the Lydiaus had their .sepulchres 
beyond the Herrous, on a rocky plateau, about five 
miles to the north of Sardis, between the Herrous and 
the southern shore of the great Gygrean lake. On 
this field of the dead, which the Osmans call Bin Tepe, 
i. e. the thousand hills, there rise to this day from 
sixty to eighty tombs, among which three huge round 
tumuli stand pre-eminent. The smallest of these is 
2000 feet in the circuit and 110 feet in height: the 
largest is more than 3500 feet, and rises about 230 
feet above the plain. Under this mound, right oppo
site the acropolis of Sardis, rested king Alyattes. The 
Lydians. preferred to bury their dead in chambers of 
rock: where these were not to be had, they buried them 
in chambers of strong masonry, over which were plaeed 
L'l.yer~ of stone in a circle, to be finally crowned with 
the sepulchral tumulus: In the same manner, only on 
a larger scale, the tombs of the kings were prepared; 
!'ond the statements of Herodotus about the origin of 
the mound of Alyattes may have a foundation in so 
far as the zeal of the people helped to raise it higher than 

• Herod. 1. 93. • 
OXenophon mak .. use of it in the Oyropmdia far his own object 

(7. 3). Clearchus of Soli e&lle the tomb of Alyattee .. the tomb of the 
Heta.ra." Athen. p. 673.' Gygea loved .. panmour 80 passionately 
that abe governed him and the kingdom. After her death h. eel-
1ectad the Lydiane and heaped up .. mound in her honour, which W88 

still called the grave of tho Hetaera; it W88 00 high that oJl the 
Lydian. had it before their eyao, and every traveller who journeyed 
within Tmoluo. All this may be founded on .. participation of tho 
numerouo Lydian Hotoena (voL L p. 666) in the tomb of Alyattoo. 
OL Bimbo. p. 627. 
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the tombs of his predeCessors.· In the· tomb of Alyattes 
the flat elevation of rock was changed· into a large 
circular surface, but northwards the natural rock was 
allowed to remain. On this wall of rock, to the south 
of the centre of the circle, the sepulchral chamber of 
Alyattes was made to extend. It was built of large 
greyish-white blocks of marble, beautifully polished. 
These were cut with the greatest regularity, and care
fully fitted to each other, and united still more firmly 
by dovetails of molten lead. The length of this quad
rangular chamber is ten feet, the breadth six feet, the 
height is more than six feet. The entrance lies on the 
BOUth side towards Sardis. This entrance was kept 
accessible by a portico, which was also paved with 
squares of marble, furnished on either side with blocks 
of marble as high as the door, and vaulted over with 
hewn stones of irregular and angular shapes. The 
sepulchral chamber and portico were then surrounded 
by masonry, which filled up the entire area of the 
eircle and was carried up to the same height as the 
sepulchral ch?unber and the rock behind it. On tbis 
surface the funeral ceremonies were held, and samifices 
offered, as is proved by a layer of cinders two feet 
thick, which lies on the marble squares of the roof of 
the sepnIchral chamber. When the burial was over, 
the door of the chamber was closed by marble blocks 
fitted into it, and other peavy blocks were laid in 
front of these for the portico. After this the Dll\tIOnry, 
in order to bear the mound better, was raised above 
the height of the chamber; and last of all the mound 
was piled up in regular layers, a layer of lime mixed 
with sand and large stones, a thinner layer of clay, 
a layer of earth of equal thickness, on whicb was again 
placed a layer of lime and sand broken witb large 
stones. Y'mally the point of the mound was sur-
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mounted with strong masonry of huge stones, the five 
pillars of Herodotus, one pillar in each corner, and 
the fifth in the centre. Even now the centre stone 
lies overthrown on the summit of the mound, half 
buried in the earth. It is a huge block in the form of 
a cone, of more than nine feet in diameter, resting on 
a low base. In the chamber, which had been plun. 
dered, there was no longer any sarcophagus; some 
bones only were found, and beside these jars of alabas
ter, clay vessels with handles, with remains of other 
kinds of pottery.1 

Crresus, the son of Alyattes, did not ascend the 
throne in the year 563 B.C. without opposition. His 
opponents intended to raise Pantaleon, another Bon of 
Alyattes by an Ionian wife, to the throne. Among 
these was Sadyattes the merchant, the richest man of 
Lydia. CrreBuB caused him to be cruelly executed, his 
pOBseBBions to be, confiscated, alid his landed property 
sold. • The new ruler found himself in the bloom of 
life (he was 35 years of age) at the head of a well
arranged and powerful kingdom. While for half II> 

century, under the old Heracleids, Lydia had not only 
been unable to move Myo~d he; ancient borders, but 
had even lost the land on the coast, she had gradually 
grown in power since the accession of the Mermnadoo. 
It is true that the incursions of the Cimmerians had 
brought upon Gyges and 4rdys the most dangerous 
struggles, and had inflicted the heaviest 10BBes on the 
land; but in the end these had been withstood suc· 
eessfully, and their immediate consequence had been 
the extension of the Lydian power as far Ill! the Halys. 

J Hamilton, .. Asia Minor," p. 144, 145. Spiegeltha.l," MonatBber. 
B. A." 1854, .. 700 If. Oil ....... Die Iydischen KoDigsgriiber. Abhandl. 
B. A." 1808 ... 639 If . 
. • Herod. 1.92. -Niool. DIUIl8IIC. frBgm. 65, ad. Milller. 
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Even from the dangerous trial of the Median war Lydia 
had emerged, not only without 1088, but .. even with 
honour. All Asia Minor on this side of the Halys, 
with the exception of the Greek cities and the secluded 
mountain territory of the Lycians, obeyed the kings of 
the Lydians. Their country was on friendly terms 
with Babylon, and in close relationship with Media. 
Even against the Greek cities, the reduction of Smyrna 
and Colophon had at least opened the way to the sea. 
In such a position, in the p088C8sion of such power, it 
was impossible but that Crresus should be filled with 
the impulse to complete the work of his forefathers, 
to carry to an end the subjugation of the Greek cities, 
and thus gain for his kingdom in its full extent the 
harbours and marts allotted to it by nature, together 
with a magnificent Heet. 

Though for 120 years engaged in contests with the 
Lydians and not spared by the Cimmerians, though 
tom asunder in their domestic relations by the strife 
6f parties, these cities continued to advance. The 
position and the fortunes of Miletus down to the. times 
of Alyattes have been mentioned above. Ever since 
the attempt to smoothe the opposition of the nation 
and the nobles by the rule of the .. opulent" was 
wrecked, the party struggles burst out in wilder fury 
than before, and passed into revolutions and counter
revolutions. NeverthelClJ!l, one colony was founded 
after another: Apollocia and Ordessus on the Thracian 
coast j Panticapreum on the Cimmerian Bosphorus; 
Olbia and Tyrr.s on the mouths of the Dniester and 
the Dnieper. The Phocreans had at an earlier time 
discovered the northern waters of the Adriatic j they 
.ow traded in the land of silver beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, built Massalia at the mouth of the Rhone, 
and fought with the Carthaginians on the Tyrrhenian 
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.sea. At the division of the seventh and sixth cen· 
turies the Samians built a splendid temple to Hera, 
the Ephesians began to turn the ancient shrine of 
Artemis into a magnificent structure, and the Pho
creans to erect a beautiful dwelling for Athene. Plastic 
art rose with architecture: in skill the Greeks sur· 
passed their Lydian teachers, while Thales, Anax
imander, and Cadmus of Miletus laid the foundations 
of Greek science; the splendoUr of the epic, the bloom 
of elegiac poetry in Ephesus and Smyrna, was followed 
in Lesbos by the bold flight of lyric song; practical 
and political wisdom found rcpresentatives like Pit
tacus and Bias. If the Greeks were more brilliant, 
more wealthy than in the days of Gyges and Ardys, 
the dominion over them was the more to be coveted. 
However splendid the resources which they had at 
command, there was, dissension in their midst: their 
vigorous colonisation, however much it might advance 
trade, must at the same time weaken their population 
available for war, and no city supported the other. 
Could such isolated communities :withstand the sove· 
reigns who had conquered the Cimmerians, and 
checked the Medcs 1 • 

Gyges and.his successors never intended to ~ake a 
war of annihilation on the Greek cities. We saw that 
it was only by the support of the Delphic oracle that 
Gyges gained the throne; this source of help against 
his own people he would not and could not give up. 
It would be utterly lost in a war for life and death 
with the Greek cities. Such intentions were not, so 
far as we can see, in the minds of Gyges and his sue;. 
cessors, least of all in the mind of Crresus. These 
princes wished to make the harbours subject to their 
supremacy; they did not intend to put the Greeks io. 
a worse position than the Lydians. They worshipped 
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-the gods of the Greeks, and gave them richer presents 
than any Greek city or canton could give. Even Gyges 
entered into relations with Greek families of distinc
tion, which thus became allied to the royal house; 
from their cities AIyattes took a wife. In Sardis 
interest was shown in Greek art; prominent citizens 
of the Greek cities found a welcome at the Lydian 
court. When AIyattes recovered from his sickness 
(p. (36), he dedicated a silver mixing-bowl at Delphi, 
the base of which was made by Glaucus of Chios. 
Herodotus mentions this as worthy of admiration 
among all the d~catory offerings at Delphi, and 
Pausanias has preserved a description of it. Of the 
works of Theodorus of Samos,who first practised the 
founding of brass among the Greeks, AIyattes obtained 
a golden and a silver mixing-bowl-the latter con
tained 600 amphorre - a golden plane-tree, and a 
golden vine with bunches of inlaid precious stones. 
The sculptors, Diprenus and SkyIlis of Crete, were also 
employed at the Lydian court. 1 

If the Lydian kings came forward to meet the Grel'ks 
in this manner, the latter, on their part, were full of 
admirl\tion for the Lydian pdwer, the splendour of the 
Lydian court, and the wealth of the J,ydian kings. 
The court of the.Lydian kings was a seat of the mon
archical life and manners of th~ East, which the 
Greeks saw there in inlmediate proximity. The 
.. golden Sardis," where· the treasures of Asia Minor 
were gathered. was to the Greeks of that time the 
8un1mit of all imaginable splendour. The palace of 
the kings on the steep rocks of the citadel on the 
Pactolus, from which the eye ranged far and wide into 

. the country beyond the blooming valley of the Her-
mus, the ancient temple of Cybele, were no doubt 

1.1IerocL 1,2.5. Pa11lBD. 10, 16, I, 2. Atbm. p.210. 
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magnificent buildings, and owing to the great wealth 
of the land as well as the kings in preciouS metals, 
were provided without doubt with ornaments of massive 
gold, though the houses in the city were built of clay· 
bricks, and roofed with reeds.1 As might be expected 
from the amount of treasure heaped together at Sardis, 
the court of the Lydian kings was one of extraordinary 
splendour: With astonishment the Greeks beheld the 
Lydian sovereigns surrounded by their wives, their 
numerous servants, and a multitude of eunuchs. The 
Lydian Alcman who at the end of the seventh century 
came as a slave to Sparta, proudly said, "thll.t he was 
not of boorish manners, rude and clownish; he was 
neither a Thessalian, nor an Acarnanian, nor a shepherd; 
he came from lofty Sardis."1 

If the Greeks were already half overcome by the 
advances of the Lydian kings and their own admira
tion of Lydian power and glory, and Lydian gold, the 
conduct of Crresus made resistance more difficult still. 
He saw that he could never bring matters to an end 
with great harbour cities, especially with Miletus, which 
could never be invested without a fleet. Following 
the example of his forefathers, he entered into a 
friendly league with the Milesians. The loss of 
Smyrna and Colophon had failed to teach the Greeks 
that each city must help the other, that the forces of 
the cities must be combined. into unity, if freedom 
was to be preserved. Even in the teeth of the war
like preparations of Crresus they did not listen to the 
counsel given by one of themselves, which would in 
all probability have saved them. Thales of Miletus 
proposed that each city should name representatives; 

·these were to form a council, to the resolutions of 

VOL. UL 

1 A ... b. .. Pen." v. 46. Herod. 1. 29; 6. 101. 
• Fragm. 11, eel. Welcker. 
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which the separate cities were to be subservient, just 
as the demes of a city were subservient to the resolu
tions of the council of the city. The seat of this 
council was to be Teos, liecause that city was situated 
in the midst of the Ionian cities (which lay to the 
north and south along the coast). The lonians dis
regarded the advice of Thales; they would not arrange 
themselves on the basis thus proposed. On the con
trary, in spite of the warning of Thales, Miletus again 
entered into a league with Lydia.1 It may be that 
the peace, which after severe internal struggles the 
decision of the Parians restored to the city, tended to 
incline them to accept the overtures of the king. They 
wished to h .. al the self-in&icted wounds, and shrank 
from taking upon them a new and serious struggle. 
Croosus strengthened his relations to Miletus by send
ing the most costly offerings to the temple of Apollo 
at Miletus, the god of which was not in his eyes dif
ferent from the Lydian sun-god, while the antiquity 
of the shrine went back beyond the settlement of the 
lonians. In these offerings the gold alone weighed 
more than 270 talents.2 

By this treaty Croosus had not only placed Miletus 
on his side, and separated the cities; he had also 
shown them that good tenna could be got. An armed 
attack must now be employed to induce the rest to 
adapt themselves to these tenna. When the Ephe
sians hesitated to reeogIDse the supremacy of Crresus 
as he demanded, the city was invested, and the walls 
attacked. When a tower on the walls fell, the Ephe
sians connected the temple of Artemis-the new struc
ture was scarcely half finished, and lay 2000 paces 

, • Herod. I, 170. Diog. Laert.. I, ~. 
• Herod. I, 82, ... yo: .. 88 many .. to Delphi, uullike the Delphian 

prcoents." 
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from the gates in the depression-with the walls by a 
long rope, i,n order to put the city under the immediate 
protection of the deity. Neveltheless, the city was 
compelled to submit. l Crresus now aided the build
ing of the temple. He caused the unfinished half of 
the large monolithic pillars, which were to support the 
roof of the temple in a double row, to be erected at 
his own cost, and presented the goddess with golden 
cattle. After the subjugation of Ephesus, Crresus 
proceeded to attack the remaining cities, one after the 
other; and thus he became master of the whole of the 
cities, not of the Ionian only, but also of the .Al]olian 
and Dorian. He granted them the most favourable 
conditions: he did not even require the opening of the 
cities, or their attendance in war; he contented him
self with the recognition of his supremacy and with 
the yearly payment of tribute.' Yet in any case free
dom for the trade of the Lydians, and protection at 
law for .the Lydians in the walls of the Greek cities, 
as well as for the settlemcnt of Lydian subjects, must 
have been secured. Some cities on the Hellespont, 

1 lEI. .. Var. Hist!' 3. 26. ePolyom. "Strateg." 6, 60. If..!Elian 
tells us that Pindarus was at that time tytant of Ephesus, and had 
received the throne by inheritance, the statement is correoted by the 
tenor of the narrative in which Pindarus gives advice, not orders, to 
the Ephesians. The u tyranny" of Pindarua therefore was no more 
than a prominent position in the city, such as would fall to a man of 
tho race of the Basilid"', who carried the sceptra and wore purple. This 
doss not sot aside tha fact that MeJJts, the father of Pindarus, had to 
wife a daughtor of Alyattee: ouly I observe that Nicolaus of Damascus 
calla the Milooian, who had to wife a oistar of Sadyattee, a descendant 
of Melas, the brother-in-law of Gygea. , 

• Herod. I, 27. That the Ionisns did not render servioe in war is 
clear from the aooount which Herodotus givos of the war of Oro.sus 
against Cyrus. Another point is more doubtful Herodotus remarks. 
1,141, that theoitios at the approach of Cyrus had "sUrrounded them~ 
selves with walla." If we take this in the striotast sonse, we might 
draw the oonclusion, thet the citi .. had been oomp~lled to throw down 
their walls when eubjugated byero.eu.. 

aaa 
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like Lampsacus, appear to have remained entirely 
free.' 

When the cities of the Greeks had recognised his 
supremacy, Crresus is said to have been occupied with 
the thought how to draw into the circle of his king
dom the rich islands on the coasts-Samoa, Chi08, and 
Lesbos. Herodotus tells us that Crresus asked Bias of 
Priene, who was in Sardis soon after the subjugation 
of the Greek cities, what was the news among the 
Hellenes 1 Bias answered that the Greeks of the 
islands were getting together a great army of cavalry 
in order to march against Sardis. When Crresus said 
that he should rejoice to hear that the gods had put such 
thoughts in the minds of the islanders, Bias replied 
that the inhabitants of the islands were no IeS8 anxious 
to measure themselves against him in a battIe by sea. 
At this Crresus is said to have abandoned the pre
parations he was making against the islands. As a 
fact, Crresus could not hide from himself that an 
attack upon the islands was only possible by means of 
the naval power of the cities on the coast. Even if 
these supplied ships against their countrymen in the 
islands, was it to be expected that they would fight 
vigorously against them l-was there not rather a fear 
that they would unite their arms with those of the 
islands against Lydia 1 

By a happy combination of war and negotiation, by 
vigorous attack and far=Sighted concession, Crresus 
had put an end to the long struggle, had subjugated 
the cities to his supremacy, and raised Lydia to the 
summit of her fame and power. H the Lydians were 
the sovereign nation, the Greeks were not to be a 
servile nation. They possessed complete municipal 
~eedom, they had not to render service in war, they 

I Herod. 8, 37. 
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had only to pay tribute and give the ,Lydians and the' 
Lydian trade as good a position in their gates. and 
harbours as was enjoyed by their own people and their 
own trade. Crresus was at pains in everything to show 
a favourable inclination to the Greeks. It was not 
merely that he worshipped their gods, and made pre-' 
sents to their shrines. As he had made the most costlY' 
presents to' Apollo of Miletus, and Artemis of Ephesus, . 
so he presented a golden tripod to Ismenian Apollo' 
at Thebes. To Apollo of Delphi he gave presents as 
costly as those given to Apollo of Miletus; to Athene· 
of Delphi he gave a large shield of gold; to the shrine 
of Amphiaraus at Thebes he gave a golden shield 
and a golden lance. At other times also he showed· 
himself favourable in every way to the Greeks. Wben' 
the Spartans wished to erect a golden statue to Apollo 
on the summit of Mount Thornax, they sent to Sardis 
in order to purchase the necessary gold. Crresus gave 
them as much as they required.' A Greek merchant 
of Ephesus, who lent him money before his accession, 
CrresU8 is said to have brought into the citadel, and 
given him permission to carry away a cart-load of 
gold. Alcmlllon, an Athenian noble, who led the 
Athenians in the "sacred war" against Crissa, and 
conquered at Olympia with his four-horse chariot, in the' 
year 572 B.C., supported an embassy which Crresus 
sent to Delphi. In gratitu~e Crresus invited him to 
Sardis, led him into the treasure-chamber, and allowed 
him to take as much gold as he pleased. Though 
Alcmlllon was now advanced in years, and his son 
Megacles was in possession of the rich inheritance of 
Cleisthenes, tyrant of Sicyon, he is said to have placed a 
very free interpretation on this permission of the king. 
He put on a loose coat and loose half-boots; these he 

• Herod. I, 89. 
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crammed with gold, put gold-dust in his hair, and 
filled his mouth with it, so that Croosus when he saw 
the old man thus burdened and gilded, burst into 
laughter and gave him as much again as he carried. 1 

In addition to this unbounded liberality Crresus 
engaged Greek artists, and bestowed his favour on 
eminent men in the Greek cities. Miltiades of Athens, 
.who had emigrated to the Chersonese from the tyranny 
of the Pisistratids, and had been taken in war against 
Lampsacus by the Lampsacenes, was set at liberty by 
the powerful interposition of Crresus. The Greeks 
were not insensible to the court paid to them by 
CrOOllUS and his gold; they were grateful for his 
liberality to their temples. Pindar in one of his odes 
exclaims: "The friendly virtue of Crresus will not be 
forgotten." I 

The greatest of the 'Greeks, whom Crresus saw at 
Sardis, was Solon of Atheus.8 Herodotus tells us, that 

,. Herod. 6, 126. II Herodotus on this oceasion bsa in his mind the 
embassy which Cra!sus .. nt to Delphi in 661 B.C., Alcmaeon muot at 
that time have been at 1eaet 70 yea ... old. But Cra!sus had oent to 
Delphiearlier(Herod.1,85). Xeuophon ("Cyr.inet." 7, 2, 7)~t. 
Cra!sus &II sending to Delphi before he iliad auy 80rut born to him, and 
again after the death of Atty.. A.ooording to the Parian Marble, 
Ep. 41, 42, the firBt misoiou of Cra!sus wu14 y .... before ilia over· 
throw, in the firBt year of his reign. 

• Pind. u Pyth." 1, 184. 
• The chronological difficultiee which IIl'8 brought against this meet

ing, 8lld to which Plutarch refer&, .. Bol H Co 27, reot on the tact that 
Plutuch, like Herodotus, repreeeuf. Bolon 88 going to Bardia after the 
_bliohment of the Atbeniau constitution. A.ooording to this the 
meeting occurred in 693, or I'8ther in 683 11.0. Either date ia impoe. 
Bible: in 693 11.0. Cra!sus W88 five y .... old, in 683 B,O. he W88 fifteen, 
8lld he did not aeoend the throne till 663 B,O. The meeting with 
Cra!sus therefore eannot be placed earlier thau 660 B.C. ... hen Bolon 
left Athens after 15aistratua became tyrant. After 6.58 B.o. Cra!sus 
could DO longer oount as the happieet of mortals, with .. hom 8Yerything 

.. aut well, for in 6.58 La. Cyrus had already depooed Astragee, the 
oounectiou of Cnema. Herodotus aayo (I, 34, 46), that c........ had 
bewailed the Iooe of _ilia son Atty. for two y .... before the _ of 
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Crreims entertained Solon for several days in his 
pa.Ia.ce, and by his servants showed him the splendour 
of it, the riches and the treasure-ehambera, a.ll that he 
possessed in precious stones, splendid robes, and trea
sures of art. Thtln in the pride of the greatness of his 
dominion, the splendour of his- throne, the successes 
which he had obtained, Crresus asked Solon, whom he, 
who had travelled so much in the world, considered 
the most fortunate of mcn 1 Solon answered, Tellus 
the Athenian. Tellus lived a happy life, according 
to human calculation; he had worthy BOns and grand
sons, not one of whom died in his lifetime. In 
his day the commonwealth was prosperous, and after 
a happy life he found a fortunate death; he fell 
in battle for his father-land, when turning the enemy 
to flight, and the Athenians buried him at the cost 
of the city, and paid him great honour. Tellus had 
fallen, under Solon's eye, at Eleusis against the 

the faJl of Astyages was brought to him; Attys must have died in 
660 B.O. With this the exact account of Phanias of Er.0U8, a scholar 
of Aristotle (5uidas, ~ •• .a,), .ntirelyagrees. He tells us that Bolon 
did not live two compl.te years after Pisistr&tus had seized the tyranny, 
for Pisistr&tus b ....... tyrant 1j,1lder the archon.hip of Comias; Bolon 
died under the archonship of Hegestratus (Plut. "SoL' 32); the 
archonship of Oomias faJls in the year 659 B.O. Of • ..1Elia.n," Var. 
Hist." 8, 16. Diogen .. Lasrtius, 1, 50, 62, remarks that Solon, after 
Pisistr&tus had become tyrant, went to 0_, to OiJicia and Cyprus ; 
that he died in Cyprus in his .ightieth year. If Buidas tells no that 
Solon went to Soli in OiJicia after Pisistr&tus b.came tyrant, this, like 
the founding of the city in Diogelf .. , is .. confusion with Bali in 
Cyprus. Solon w.nt to Oyprus, where he had been 80 well received 
bet ..... n 583 and 573 B.O., where Soli, his own foundation, offered him .. 
worthy refuge. As there oan hardly have been direot oommunication 
between Athens and Soli, he went by way of the Ionian harbours. 
The general statement of Heraoleid .. of Pontus, that Solon lived for a 
long time after the tyranny of Pisistr&tus (plut. "SoL" o. 32), proves 
nothing against the preoiee statement of Phanias, and that Solon, as 
Plutarch says without giving his authority, died in Athens as the 
adviser of Pisistr&tus, is as much opposed to the charactor of Bolon as 
to tha statement that he died in Cyprua 
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Megarians (about 580 B.C.). Crresus further inquired, 
whom Solon eonsidered the happiest man after Tellus 1 
Cleobis and Bito, two brothers of Argos, Solon replied. 
These had possessions equal to their needs, and were 
strong of body, so that both won the vietory in the 
games, at one and the same· time. And onee at the 
festival of Hera, when the mother of the two young 
men had to go to the temple, and the oxen had not ar
rived, the sons placed the yoke upon their necks, a!.d 
drew their mother a distanee of 45 stades to the temple. 
The Argives assembled at the festival commended the 
strength of the young men; the Argive women com
mended the mother who had such sons. But the 
mother stepped before the statue of the goddess and. 
prayed that she would give to the sons who had done 
their mother such honour the best reward that could 
be given to men. When the sacrifiee had been offered 
and the banquet held, the young men went to sleep in 
t~e temple, and never woke again. The deed of the 
two sons of Cydippe was highly praised among the 
Greeks. Their mother was priestess of the ancient 
shrine of Hera near Argos. Each year the Argives 
eelebrated a great festival in honour of their goddess, 
to which they marched in procession from the city to 
the temple, which lay in the road to Myeeme on the 
height of Eubrea, at a distanee of more than 40 stades 
from Argos. They offer~ a hecatomb to the goddesa. 
The hundred victims were crowned and led in the front 
of the procession; the young men followed in their 
armour, and last of all the priestess of the temple in a 
car dra\\'ll by two cows; the sacrifiee was followed by 
a banquet and games. The place of these animals was 
taken by Cleobis and Bito. In remembranee of the 
noble deed the Argives caused statues to be 'set up for 
the brothers at Delphi, and even at a later date a 
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marble group at Argos exhibited the two youths before 
the chariot of their mother.! 

Astonished at the answer of Solon, Crresus inqUired of 
the Greek, whether he considered the prosperity which 
had fallen to his (Crresus') lot to be nothing, that he 
did not even place him on a level with common men .. 
Then Solon answered: You are asking a man about 
the fortune of men, one who knows well that the deity 
is envious and destructive. In a long life a man may 
see much that he would fain not see, and ennure much. 
I put the limit of man's life at 70 years. These 70 
years make 25,200 days, if the intercalary months 
are not reckoned in. If every other year receives a 
month in order that the seasons, as is necessary, 
correspond, the seventy .years allow 35 intercalary 
months, which make up 1050 days. Of all these 
26,250 days each brings something new. Hence man 
is pure chance. You seem to me to be rich and the 
king of many men, but the question you ask I can only 
answer when you have brought your life to a happy 
end. He ;who has great possessions is no happier than 
the man who has sufficient for the day, if he do not 
keep his wealth till the' end of life. Many wealthy 
men are unfortunate, and many men of moderate pos
sessions are fortunate. Only in two respects is the 
wealthy but unfortunate man in advance of the man 
who is prosperous with less wealth. The first can 
satisfy his desires more and bear misfortune better; 
the second cannot satisfy his desires to the same 
degree or resist misfortune so well; but his prosperity 
defends him from misfortune~ He is healthy, has 
worthy children, and is fair to look upon. If in 
addition to all this he ends his life well, he is worthy 

1 SohoL Find. "Olymp." 7, 162; A.II. Tact. .. 17. Pausa.n. 2, 20, 
3. Plut. fragm. 22, 7. ed. DUbn.r. 
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to be called happy. Before the end we may call no 
man happy; we can only say, it is well with him. 
That a man should attain complete prosperity is im
pO!l8ible; just as a. eountry does not PO!l8CSS everytbing, 
but brings forth one product and is in want of another, 
and the land whic!:. possesses tbe most has the advan
tage, so it is with man. He does not possess every
thing: one thing he has, another he bas not. He who 
possesses most to the end of life, and then brings bis 
life to a noble end, he may with justice bear the name 
of happy. In everything a man must look to tbe 
issue, and many to whom the god bas shown happiness 
he has then cast to tbe ground. 

In the bloom and vigour of his years, conqueror of 
the Greek cities, victorious over the land of the coast, 
after bringing to completion the political aims of his 
forefathers, in possession of an inexhaustible treasure, 
at the head of Il state carried to the limit of its natural 
frontiers, and flourishing in trade, commanding an 
excellent army, respected by his subjects, and lord of 
Asia Minor-Crresus, in the year 560 B.C., had many 
reasons for counting himself a happy man, a ruler 
specially favoured by the g1>ds. Like all Oriental 
princes he was not without a haughty confidence in 
his power and his success; he was in a high degree 
self-conscious. Solon, when he saw Sardis, was close 
upon his eightieth year. Grown up amid violent com
motions in his city, amid the fierce strife of parties, 
with a deed of blood before his eyes, Solon had early 
had occasion to reflect on the pla!lS and aspirations of 
men, on their lust of possessions and power, on the 
fortune allotted to them, on the punishments wbich 
tbough often late the gods awarded to unjust deeds. 
r",yond other men he had devoted his life to his 
fatherland. a canton of moderate extent. He had 
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refused the position of tyrant in order til serve his 
country in a much °more difficult position with un
wearied devotion and perseverance. If by such 
fidelity he had succeeded in turning destruction aside 
from' his community, and establishing a constitution 
which ensured order and freedom to it, this constitu
tion, and with it the work of his life, which he had 
defended with the dedication of all his powers, was 
wrecked. If the form given by Herodotus to the con
versation of Solon and Crresus is a part of his mode of 
narration, and the observation on the envy of the deity 
a part of his view of lifo, Solon had nevertheless reason 
in bis own bitter experience to teU the sovereign of 
Asia Minor that no one could be accounted happy be. 
fore the end of life. .compared with his own fortune 
the lot of Cleobis and Bito, who died immediately after 
tbeir glorious deed, the death of TeUus, who ended 
a good life by dying in victory for his 0 country, must 
have appcared a fortune to be envied. 

END OF !OL. IlL 
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