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CHAPTER I. 
., 

SUNDAY ON BOARD A MAN..QF-W AR. 

MUSTERING BY DIVISIONS. 

THB first article OrWBr runs as rollows:
Cf All commanders, captains, and officers, 
in or belonging to any of His Majesty's 
ships or vessels of war, shall cause the 
public worship or Abriighty God, accord
ing to the liturgy of the Church or Eng
land established by law, to be solemnly, 
orderly, and reverently performed iD their 
respective ships; and shall take care that 
prayers and preaching, by the chaplains 
io holy orders of the: respective ships, be 

VOL. II.-SERIES II. B 



2 PRAGlIIENTS OP 

performed diligent1y; and that the Lord's 
Day b~ ~bserved according to law." 

The precision with which. these injunc
tions are attended to. will depend chiefly 
on three things:;-The. personal disposi
tion of the captain; the nature of the 
service upon which the ship is employed; 
and the state of the weather. 'When 
there is a will .there is a way,' according 
to, the old. saying; so that the question 
depends ultimately. in most cases, very 
much on' the commander himself. It is 
always in his power. or nearly always. 
to make the Sunday a day of rest to the 
people committed to his charge, or to 
render it one of extra trouble and irrita
tion to them. Sooner or later. he is sure 
to reap the fruits of his decision in this 
matter, and is inevitably made to feel, 
that if he Wishes either to command the 
respect or to Win the regard of his crew. 
so that their. united and. strenuous exer
tions may be reckoned upoQ at moments 
of need. he must take care to shew them, 
on . all ordinary occasions, not only thai 
he is himself nnder, the guidance of right 
principles~but .likeWise that he is sincerely 
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concerned in extending their influence ovef 
others. In the same spirit, his authority 
will be strengthened by every touch of 
consideration with which the inevitable 
sternness of his rule can be softened; and 
the more he manages to impart to all 
such indulgences the character of routine, 
or matters of course and constant usage, 
80 much the better. We feel obliged to 
a person who confers almost any favour 
upon us; but if this favour be one of daily 
or weekly occurrence, and, at each time 
of its concessiQn, we are reminded of ~e 
weight of our obligation, aU kindliness is 
in danger of being removed from it, and 
we would sometimes rather go without,. 
than hold the advantage by a tenure thus. 
avowedly capricious. 

A captain of sense and feeling, there
fore, avoids all shew, or palaver, as it is 
called, when granting such relaxations. 
He makes it his business, in the first place, 
to find out what is right and proper, con
sistently with the rules of the service ge
nerally, and then to ascertain how far the 
peculiar nature of the employment upon 
which the ship is .engaged will admit ~( 
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a further extension of indulgences, or re;
quires their abridgment. Having settled 
with himself what is possible to be done 
with propriety, he should grant it neither 
as a matter of personal favour, nor as a 
matter of right on the part of the people, 
but simply because it is fitting in itself. 
It may, perhaps, afterwards suit his views 
to withdraw, or to intennit these indul
gences, either because they prove hurtful 
to. the service, or because he may find it 
necessary to let his power of punishing 
be felt in this negative way, when his in
tentions have been misapprehended and 
hia indulgence turned to . bad purpose; 
but in· every case it seems advisable, as 
I have said, to allow all such things to 
fall as much as possible into a consistent 
routine. There can be little doubt that the 
pain of executing laborious and disagree
able duties is often materially lessened by 
their strictly periodical recurrence; for in 
time their nature and. duration come to 
he so correctly measured and allowed for, 
that the joys of the leisure moments which 
intetvene are always greatly enhanced. 
Bya similar and ,very beautiful, I had 
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almost said ingenious arrangement of OUI' 

nature, it happens that the innocent plea. 
sures of life, 80 far from palling by regu. 
larity, are actually much increased by it. 
I have frequently remarked with surprise 
the intense interest with which the sailors, 
like children, returned day after day ex
actly to the same amusement. On the 
other hand; I have seldom failed to ob. 
serve how exceedingly they were put out 
of their way by losing indulgences, appa. 
rently of the most trivial kind,. but to 
which they had become habituated.. .> 

People often fancy that, because the life 
of u. seaman is .one of constant change of 
place and occupation, he cannot· fall into 
any regularity ofhabits;,'but .on board a 
man-of-war it is really:quite the reverse. 
He becomes there so much the creature of 
habit, that, by a little management, he may 
be moulded to almo!ltariy purpose. There 
is no man more docile than Jack, I might 
say no child; but then the hand that guijles' 
him must be tempered by discretion,.})y 
kindness, and, above :811, by uniformity, 
or, as it is called afloat, by system. There 
~ay be bad systems as well as good ones r 
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but I am half inclined to say, that eV'en 
the worst system, if strictly adhered to, is 
better' than the' wretched uncertainty' of 
purpose which clings to iIl-regulated and 

. vacillating discipline, though every single 
act may be dictated by good-will and the 
sincerest wish to do right. 

These observations, which apply gene
rally to the whole course of naval affairs, 
will, I think, be found to bear with such 
peculiar force on the arrangements of our 
Sunday, that if anyone wished to learn, 
from a single day's observation, what was 
the probable state of discipline on board a 
particular ship, I should say, let the in
quirer ascertain how the first day of the 
week is got through, and he may guess 
pretty correctly as to all the rest. 

It is not possible, at sea, to comply to 
the letter with the fourth commandment; 
but we have no right on that account to 
dispense with its spirit, which is at all 
times, and in, all places, within eV'ery 
'nIan's reach. The absolute necessity, how
'ever, 'of performing' some work, 'appears 
'8 sufficient reason with many people for 
'doing away with the ordinance of Sunday 
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altogether, ,and·converting i.t into a day 
of hard and irksome toil~. instead. of a 
season of atJeast comparative rest. -On 
. the other hand, some .. officers, . from a, mis
taken sense of duty, or, from an exag-
gerated enthusiasm. ~ither allow essential 
public interests, to· be, ,neglectaQ. which 
ought to be attended to, . or they ,harass 
their people by exacting more attention, 
or, I should rather say, devoting more 
time. to religious, observances; than the 
poor sailors can bestow 'with any -chance 
of profit. Which of these courses is-the 
worst, I really .cannot say. If Sunday 
be made a working day, and no II.tten
tion whatever is· paid. to its appropriate 
duties, the crew are by. no means ,satis
fied, and but too readily contract, by de
grees, the habit of neglecting their obli
gations both to God and'inan. On· the 
contrary, if the day be entirely takennp 
with devotional exercises, .tothe fatigue 
.of their minds and, bodies, they are"ex
ceedingly apt,after a time"to ,vQte·;the 
, whole concern,' Rsthey call it, . a bore, 
and to make up for this forced' attention 
by the most scandalous indecenciesJ.-when 
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out of sight of their ' psalm-singing cap... 
tain.' ' 

It will not always answer, merely be
cause a thing is proper in itself, to fol
low rigorously the most straightrforward 
course, regardless of what is said or thought 
m . the right and left. If we sincerely de
aire to do good. we must not only eon
descend to work with such tools as we 
have in our hands, but resolve to employ 
1.hem in a manner suited to the materials 
we wish to fashion to a certain purpose. 
'()fthis, at all events, we may rest assured, 
'that unless w,e contrive, by some means 
-or other, to gain the sympathy of the 
people ~n board our ship, and to carry 
-them along with us, we may preach to 
.them till dQOmsday. without in the smallest 
-degree influencing their habits, or tW"Il
irig their minds towards the channels we 
-so anxiously desire them to fall into. In 
what particular way the sailors are to be 
won to think and feel as we wish them 
to do, must depend, in every individual 
ease, on its peculiar circumstances; and its 
management will be modified by the good. 
,will and sagacity of the commander. 
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Great care must be taken' to overdQ 
nothing, and, as far asDiay fie, to allow 
all such matters to grow into habits. For, 
in this way the minds of men are mQst 
certainly brought into proper train at the 
fittest moments for considering, any sub
ject we wish to impress upon the~.·4' And 
although it may be said that too great an 
attention to an . exact order has the, effect 
of substituting mere- extemal observances 
for the true sentinJents of which theSe 
ought only, to serve as the. index, yet we 
seldom see an instance in which .aju,. 
dicious pastor, w bether dressed iD a sur
plice or rigged in a.nniform, may not. 
avail himself of his authority (human or 
divine) to much greater purpose, by the 
p.ssistance of established formalities. 

I would accordingly recom~end . every 
officer in command of a ship to bring,as 
many of the anangementsof.his, Sunday 
as possible into ajog-trot,i>rder~ not to:be 
departed from unless 'there should· arise 
an absolute necessity for such. deviation. 
Nineteen Sundays might, indeed, pass over 
without any express or apparent advantage 
being gained from this uniformity" but on 
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,the twentieth some opportunity might 
occur, "of infinite value to all concerned, 
which opportuuity might, in all probabi
lity, prove lmavailing but for the previous 
preparation. To borrow! a professional 
illustration of the most familiar kind; it 
'may be asked, how many hundred times 
do we exercise the. great guns and small 
arms, for once that we fire them in· real 
action? And why should it be supposed 
that, for the useful application of our mental 
energies to the most important of all war
fare, habitual training is less necessary? 

There is, of course, nothing new in aU 
this; but I am not aware that these maxims 
have been sufficiently attended to as an 
express point of naval discipline, which 
certainly is to 'be regretted; for sailors, 
with aU their faults, are very willing, poor 
fellows! if duly managed, to submit to 

. legitimate persuasion. The opportunities 
for engaging .their attention to good ac
count are numberless iand .their· predis
position is, upon the whole, s~ favourable, 
that 1 am convinced, if adequate means 
,of instruction ·:were always at hand and 
,in every slllP1 the condition of our seamen 
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.;:Q~~", in these respects might be ~ "f .. <;',~ 
much for the better, not on or ~~ 
selves, but Cor the country they s e . ..f~ 

I must beg, therefore, to repea 
more, that I live in great hopes of some 
day seeing a regular chaplain on .. board 
. every one of His Majesty's ships. I do not 
mean a person who shall come amongst 
U8 for a time, and who shall merely make 
the service a stepping-stone to church pre
'ferment on shore. What I hope to see is, 
a set of clergymen educated with a vie'J to 
the clerical duties ofa ship's ministry, and 
who shall be ordained expressly ~d ex
clusively Cor the Navy, without the prospect 
of quitting it for other preferment. That 
there are formidable practical difficulties 
in the way of this scheme, I amwell aware; 
but surely all these might be overcome, as 
they haye been already conquered in the 
Ilnalogouli instance of the Colonies. Of 
course (as I have before endeavoured to d
plain at length), it would be requisite great
ly to improve the present situation of chap
lains, in order to induce men of talents, 
and educated at the universities, to devote 
their lives to duties involving- so~ toany 
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privations. The- retiring salary, in parti
cular, ought to be made considerable, as 
well as the emoluments for long service ; 
and if, as I have also endeavoured to 
explain, to the duty of clergyman that of 
schoolmaster -were united, the benefits 
conferred on the naval profession could 
hardly fail to be very great. The cha
racter of the man-of-war seaman might 
thus be gradually improved, under the 
constant operation of such an addition to 
the ordinary discipline of the fleet. The 
chan",oe would, I dare say, be very slow,; 
and for a long time almost imperceptible; 
but I im30a1ne it would be all the better on 
that account, and, in due season, a gene
ral amelioration in the habits of all the 
other sailors of the country might follow 
these improvements in the Navy. 

Without going needlessly deep into 
these speculations, we may observe, in 
the meantime, that, 'even in the least
regularly disciplined ships, there is now 
a marked difference between Sunday and 
any other day in the week. Although 
the grand object seems to be, to have 
every thing ~ clean as possible, and in 
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its most apple-pie order, great part oC the 
labour employed to produce this result is 
over before Sunday arrives. The decks, 
Cor instance, receive such a thorough .al
lowance of holy-atoning and scrubbing .on 
Saturday, that a mere washing~ with per
haps a slight touch of the brushes. ~and 
sand, brings them into the milk-wHite 
condition which is the. delight of every 
genuine first lieutenant's heart. An this 
is got over early in the morning. in order 
that the decks may be swabbed up and 
the ropes nicely flemished down before 
seven bells, 'at which time it is generally 
thought expedient to go to breakfast, 
though halCan hour sooner than usual, 
in order to make the forenoon as long as 
possible. I should have mentioned that 
the hammocks are always pipe!! up at 
seven o'clock. II they have been slung 
overnight. they are as white as any laun..., 
dress could have made them; .and, of 
course, the hammock1;towers take more 
than ordinary care to place them neatly 
in the nettings, with their bright. num
bers turned inwards. all nicely lashed up 
with the regulated proportion of turns, 
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each hammock. being of a uniform· size 
from end. to. ~md. 

While the people are at breakfast, the· 
word is passed to ~ clean for muster,' in any 
dres!? . the commanding officer may think 
mOf!t suitable to the climate or weather. 
Between the tropics, the order. for rigging 
in frocks and trousers is generally delivered 
in these words : 

" Do you hear, .there! fore and aft!. 
Clean for muster at five bells - duck 
frocks and 'white trousers!" 

In colder regions, it is " Blue jackets 
and trousers ;"and in rainy, cold, or 
blowing weather, the following order is 
sung out along the lower· deck, first by 
the husky-throated boatswain, and then 
in a still rougher enunciation by his gruff 
satellites, th~ boatswain's mates: 

" D'ye hear there! Clean shirt and a 
shave for muster at five bells !" 

Twice a week, on Thursdays and Sun
days, the operation of shaving is held to 
be necessary. These are called 'clean
shirt days.' Mondays and Fridays are 
the day!! appointed for washing the 
(!lothes. 
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It is usual to give the men three quar.:. 
tere, instead of palf an hour to breakfast 

. on Sundays, that they may have time to 
rig themselves in proper trim before 
coming on deck. The watch, therefore, 
is called at a quarter-past eight, or it may 
be one bell, which is half-past. The·fore
noon watch bring their clothes-bags up 
with them, in order that they may not be 
again required to leave the deck before 
muster. The bags are piled in neat pyra .. 
mids, or in other forms, sometimes on the 
\looms before the boats, and sometimes in 
a square mass on the after-part of the 
quarter-deck of a frigate. It strikes my 
recollection, that in most ships there is a 
sort of difficulty in finding a good place 
on which to stow the bags. 

As soon as the forenoon watch is called, 
the between-decks, on which the men live, 
is carefully cleaned, generally by what is 
called dry holy-stolling. This is done by 
rubbing the deck with small smooth pieces 
of freestone, after a layer of well-dried 
sand has been sprinkled over it. Thi~ 
operation throws up a good deal of dust; 
but it makes the deck white, which is the 
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grand point aimed at. The wings, the 
store-rooms, and the cockpits, undergo a 
similar dose of rubbing and scrubbing; in 
short, every hole and corner of the decks, 
both above and below stairs, as folks on 
shore would say, is swept, and swept, and 
swept again, on a Sunday morning, till 
the panting sweepers are half dead; in
deed, the rest of the ship's company are 
worried out of all patience, from eight 
o'clock to half-past ten, with the eternal 
cry of • Pipe the sweepers!' followed by 
a sharp, interrupted whistle, not unlike 
1he note of a pet canary. 

What with cleaning the decks and 
cleaning themselves, the watch below have 
fully enough to do to get all ready by five 
bells. It must be remembered, too, that 
they have had the morning watch to keep, 
since four o'clock, and the whole trouble 
of washing the upper decks, shaking out 
the reefs,· stowing the hammocks, and 
coiling down the ropes, all easy matters of 
routine, it is true, but still sufficiently tire
some when multiplied so often. 

At the appointed hour of half-past ten, 
to a single stroke of the. bell, the mate of 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 17 

the watch, directed by the officer on deck, 
who again acts in obedience to the cap· 
tain's orders, conveyed to him by the first 
lieutenant, calls out, 

" Beat to divisions! " 
It should have been stated, that before 

this period arrives, the mate of the decks 
and the mate of the hold, the boatswain, 
gunner, and carpenter, have all severally 
received reports from their subordinates 
that their different departments are jn 
proper order for inspection. Reports to 
the same effect being tben .finally made 
to the first lieutenant by the mates and 
warrant-officers, he. himself goes round 
the ship to see that all is right and tight, 
preparatory to the grand inspection. I 
ought also' to have mentioned, that the 
bags of the watch below are piped up at 
ten o'clock, 80 that nothing remains be· 
tween decks but the mes~tables, stools, 
and the soup and grog kids. Long before 
this hour, the greater number of the whole 
ship's company have dressed themselves 
and are ready for muster; but the never
ending sweepers, the fussy warrant.officers' 
yeomen, the exact purser's steward, the 
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slovenly midshipmen's boy, the" learned 
loblolly-boy, and the interminable host of 
officers' servants, who have always fifty 
extra things to do, are often so sorely 
pressed for time, that at the first tap of 
the drum beating to divisions, these idlers, 
as they are technically much miscalled, 
may often be seen only then lugging their 
shirts over their heads, or hitching up 
their trousers in all the hurry-:-seurry of 
a "lower-deck toilet. I should have re
corded, that in the ship's head, as well 
as on the fore-part of the main-deck, and 
likewise between the guns, chiefly those 
abreast of the fore-hatchway, there have 
heen groups assembled to scrape and polish 
themselves ever since breakfast-time, and 
even before it. Some are washing them
selves; others cutting, and combing, and 
trimming their hair; for, now-a-days, 
there are none of those hu",o-e long tails, 
or club ties, which descended along the 
back of the sailors who fought with Ben
how and Rodney. The dandyism of Jack 
has now taken another tum, and the 
knowing thing at preseDt is to have a" 
parcel of ringlets hanging from the tem· 
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pIes almost to the collar-bone. Some of 
the youngest and best-looking of the fore.:. 
top-men would also very fain indulge in 
the feminine foppery of ear-rings. In the 
merchant service, many sailors (disgrace 
their persons: as we allege,' in this style~ 
and in all foreign services the odious prac.:. 
tice .exists; but in the British Navy it is 
absolutely forbidden. . 

I remember once, on the beach of Ma
dras, witnessing an amusing scene betwe~n 
Sir Samuel Hood, then commander-in
chief in India, and the newly promoted 
bOatswain of a sloop-of-war belonging to 
the squadron. The Admiral, who was one 
of the bravest, and kindest, and truest
hearted seamen that ev~ trod a ship'S 
decks, was a sworn foe to all trickery ill 
dress-work. The eye of the veteran officer 
was directed earnestly towards the yeast 
of waves, which in immense double rows 
of surf fringe and guard the whole of that 
flat coast. He was watching the progress 
of a Massullah boat, alternately lost in the 
foam, and raised in very uncertain balance 
across the swell, which, though just on the 
break, brought her swiftly towards the 
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shore. He felt more anxious than usual 
about the fate of this particular boat, 
from having ordered on shore the per
son alluded to, with whom lie wished 
to have some conversation previous' to 
their parting company; This boatswain' 
was a young man, who had been for 
some years a follower of the Admiral in 
different ships, and to whom he had just 
given a warrant. The poor fellow, un
expectedly PI'?moted from before the mast 
to the rank of an officer, was trigged up 
in his newly bought, but marvellously ill
eut uniform, shining like a dollar, and 
making its wearer, who for the first time 
in his life had put on a long coat, feel not 
a little awkward. 

As soon as the boat- was partly driven 
up the beach by the surf, and partly 
dragged beyond the dash of the breakers 
by the crowd on shore, this happiest of 
warrant-officers leaped out on the sand, 
and seeing the Admiral above him, stand
ing on the crest of the: natural glacis 
which lines the shore, he took off his hat, 
smoothed down the hair on his forehead, 
sailor. fashion, and stood uncovered, in 
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spite of the roasting sun flaming in the 
zenith. 

The Admiral, of course, made a motion 
with his hand for the boatswain to put his 
hat on; but the other, not perceiving the 
signal, stood stock-still. 

"I say, put on you~ hat!" called the 
commander--in-chief, in a tone which made 
the newly created warrant start. In his 
agitation he shook a bunch of well-trimmed 
ringlets a little on one side, and betrayed 
to the flashing eyes of the Admiral a plfU" 
of small round silver ear-rings, the part
ing gift, doubtless, of some favoured and 
favouring' Poll or Bess' of dear, old, 
blackguard Point Beach, the very ninth 
heaven of all light-hearted sailors.. Be 
this as it may, the Admiral, first step
ping on one side,. and then holding his 
head forward, as if to re-establish the 
doubting evidence of his horrified senses, 
and forcibly keeping· down the astonished 
seaman's hat. with his hand, roared out, 

" 'Vho the devil are you 1" 
"John Marline, sir!" replied the be..: 

wildered boatswain, beginning to suspect 
the scrape he had got himself into. 
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C( Oh!" cried the Hag-oHicer, with a 
scornful laugh. .. Oh! I beg your par
don; I took you for a POrtu.,lTUese." 

.. No, sir!" instinctively faltered out 
the other, Seeing the Admiral expected 
some reply . 

.. No! Then, if you are not a foreigner, 
why do you hoist false colours 1 What 
business has an English sailor with these 
d-d. machioes in his ears?" 

" I don't know, sir," said poor Marline. 
" I put them in only this morning, when 
I rigged myself in my new togs to answer 
the signal on shore." 

" Then," said Sir Samuel, softened by 
the contrite look of his old shipmate, and 
having got rid of the greater portion ofhis 
bile by the first explosion, "you will now 
proceed to unrig yourself of this top ham
per as fast as you can; pitch them into 
the surf, if you like; but never, as you 
respect the warrant in your pocket, let 
. me see you in that disguise ~o-ain." 

When the drum beats the well-known 
'<I Generate,' the ship's company range 
themselves in a single· line along both 

'sideS of the 1uarter-deck, the gangways, 
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and all round the forecastle. In a frigatet 
the whole crew may be thus ~pread out on 
the upper deck alone; '\:lut in line-of-battle 
ships the numbers are so great, that simi~ 
lar ranges, each. consisting of a division, 
are likewise formed on the opposite sides 
of the main.,deck. The marines, under 
arms, and in full uniform, fall in at the 
after-part of the quarter-deck; while the 
ship's boys, under the master-at-arms; 
with, his ratan in hand,. muster on the 
forecastle. .,. 

In some ships the men are sized, as it 
is called, the tallest being placed at the 
after-end, and soon down to the most 
diminutive, who is fixed at the extremity. 
But this arrangement being more of a 
military than of a naval cast, is rarely 
adopted now-a-days. It will seldom hap
pell, 'indeed, that the biggest and burliest 
fellows in a ship's company are the lead
ing men. They may chance, indeed" to 
be poulterers, cook's mates, or fit only 
to make sweepers of j personages who 
after a three years' statiml barely know 
the stem from the stern, and, could nQ 
more steer the __ hip thRQ..$eycould take 
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a. iunar distance. ~ othing, therefore, can 
be more ridiculous than judging of the 
men by their stature, or putting such 
lubberly persons as these just alluded to 
over the heads of thorough-bred able 
seamen, captains of the tops or forecastle, 
hardy sailors whose abilities, knowledge, 
or trustworthy vigilance, and long-tried 
experience, in spite of diminutive stature, 
may very deservedly have placed them in 
the forem9st stations. amongst the crew. 
Officers, however, on first joining a ship, 
are very apt tQ be guilty of some injustice 
towards the people by judging of them 
too hastily from appearance alone. 'Ve 
are insensibly so much prepossessed in 
favour of a fine, tall, good-looking sailor
lad, and prejudiced against a grizzled, 
crooked, little wretch, that if both happen 
to be brought before . us for the same 
offence, we almost instinctively commit 
the injustice of condemning the ugly 
fellow, and acquitting the smart-looking 
one, before a. tithe of the evidence has 
reached our ears. 

This recal~ to my recollection how 
multitudinous are .the sore entanglements 
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in which a captain's judgment may, OD 

these occasions, be caught, and his autho
rity be warped to the side of injustice, 
when he fancies all the while he is truly 
executing his duty. I have sometimes 
suspected, on looking back, that I once 
decided a disputed case rather unfairly, in 
which one of the parties spoke the broad
est Scotch patois of my native town. I 
may have been influenced by the unwor
thy dread of being thought partial to my 
countrymen, and therefore gave the CMe 

more against poor Saunders than he de
served. But let no person who has never 
been actually placed in the trying situa
tion of l\ judge, pretend to estimate the 
difficulties of that 'most responsible and 
fearful of all offices. U What will people 
say 1" is pretty nearly always a very shabby 
question, but one which too many public 
men ask themselves when hesitating as 
to how they shall act, forgetting that the 
only questions ought to be, "What is 
really and truly right 1 what will men 
of experience and virtue think? or, what 
shall I have eventually to say to my own 
conscience on the subject?" 
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. Leaving these speculative questions, 
however, for the present, let us return to 
the divisions, which are arranged along 
the deck, not, as formerly, by sizes, but, 
in the proper way, by the watch-bill. The 
forecastle-men, of course, come first; as 
they stand so in the lists by whi'!h they 
are mustered at night by the mate of the 
watch; then the fore-top men, and so on 
to the gunners, after-guard, and waisters. 
Each division. is under charge of a lieu
tenant, who, as well as the midshipmen 
of his division, appears in full uniform. 
The people are first mustered by the young 
gentlemen, and then. carefully inspected 
by the office,r of the division, who sees 
that every man is dressed according to 
order, and that he is otherwise in proper 
trim. It is also usual in hot climates for 
the surgeon and his assistants to pass along 
. the lines, to ascertain, partly by the men's 
looks, and partly by an examination of 
their limbs, that no traces of scurvy have 
begun to shew themselves. I have often 
seen illnesses which, had they not' been 
thus taken hold of in the very commence
r;nent, and cured.at once, might have con-
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fined men for weeks or months to their 
hammocks, or conducted their bodies in 
no great space of time over _ the standing 
part of the fore-sheet. ' 

While the mustering and inspecting of 
the divisions is going on, the captain paces 
the quarter-deck, in company with, the 
first lieutenant. No other voices are 
heard except theirs, and that of the mid
shipmen calling over the names of the 
men, or the officers putting some interro
gatory about a spot of tar on a pai~of 
duck trousers, or an ill-mended hole in 
the sleeve of a shirt. In a few minutes 
even the,se sounds are hushed, and no
thing is distinguishable fore and aft but 
the tread of the respective officers, on their 
way aft to report to. the captain on the 
quarter-deck that all are present, properly 
dressed, and clean, at their different divi
sions. The marine officer likewise makes a 
report of his party and, their equipments.--. 
The first lieutenant now turns to the cap-
tain, takes off his hat, and says, ' 

" All the officers have reported; sir:" 
To which the other replies, 
" We11 go round the ship, then, if you 
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please;" and off they trudge, after leaving 
the deck in charge of the second lieu
tenant, or the master, as maybe deter
mined upon at the moment. 

A pin might now be heard, if let fall 
. any where on board; and but for the 
sound of the wind. amongst the cordage; 
or the stroke of a slack rope against the 
mast, or the occasional shake in the wea
ther-leach of a lofty sail braced rather too 
fine; and except for the rippling sound of 
the water about the bows, and the creak
ing caused by her heeling over under the 
pressure of ,the wind, the ship might be 
supposed to be unmanned, and lying dis-

'mantled in the basin of Portsmouth dock
yard. 

As the captain approaches the first di
vision, he is received by the officer com
manding it, who touches his hat, and 
then falls into the train behind. Of 
course, the moment the skipper appears, 
the men along the whole line take off 
their hats, smooth down their locks, 
make many clumsy ·efforts to stand erect, 
fumble interminably with the waistband 
of their trousers, and shufHe, to more or 
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less purpose, .according to the motion of 
the ship, to maintain their toes exactly 
at the line or seam in the deck along 
which they have been cautioned twenty 
times they are to stand. The captain, as 
he moves slowly past, eyes each man fr~m 
head to foot, and lets nothing pass of which 
he disapproves. The officer of the division 
is ready to explain, or to take a note of 
what alteration is required; but supposing 
all to be right, not a syllable is spoken, and 
at the end of the division the captain agtfin 
touches his hat to the officer, who returns 
the salute, and remains with his people ... 

He then proceeds to the forecastle, at 
the break of which he is received by the 
three warrant-officers, the boatswain, gun
ner, and carpenter, in their best coats, cut 
after the fashiQn of the year one, broad
tailed, musty, and full of creases from bad 
packing and little nse,. and blazing from 
top to bottom with a double-tiered battery 
of buttons of huge dimensions. Behind 
these worthy personages, who seldom look 
much at home in their finery, standsthe 
master-at-arms, in front of his troop of 
young scamps; not the young gentlemen, 



30 RAGMENTSOP 

but the troublesome small fry, known by 
the name of the ship's boys, destined in 
good time to be sailors, and perhaps 
amongst the best and truest that we ever 
Dumber in our crews. For as these lads 
are bred np exclusively amongst men-of
war's men, they gradually acquire, natu
rally and easily, all the habits, as well as 
the sentiments, of His Majesty's service; 
besides which, they have nothing to un:
learn, as merchant seamen invariably have 
to do, when, either by impressment or by 
volunteering, they are brought amongst 
naval persons. 

I may also remark, that it is a great 
mistake to suppose able seamen can
not be as thoroughly bred Qn board a 
man-of-war as in auy collier, which is 
provetbiallythe best school., We have, to 
be sure, in the Navy, a far greater number 
of hands on board, in proportion to the 
quantity of work to be done; and as there 
are generally amongst them plenty of men 
well qualified to execute the duties re
quired by seamen, those who are not yet 
thoroughly taught are seldom as directly 
called upon to learn a seaman's trade as 
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they would be were they in a short-handed 
merchant-ship. But this state of things 
furnishes no excuse, I couceive, for those 
officers who fail to consider it part of their 
business to see that every man and boy in 
their ships be trained as fast as possible 
in all points of a sailor's calling. The 
opp.ortunities are always at hand, the in .. 
structors numerous and' competent;, and 
it may readily be,made not only the duty 
but the interest and pleasure of the older 
seamen, to teach what they themselv~ 
know to those who are less informed. 
In the process of this useful schooling 
it will almost invariably come out, that 
many of those hands who hailed for able 
seamen merely upon their own shewing, 
had obtained higher ratings on,the ship's 
books than they were entitled ~o.. One 
person is perhaps a, good helmsman, but 
is ignorant of the marks on the, lead~ 
line; . while another may be expert as a 
leadsman, and yet be any thing but ttust~ , 
worthy at the weathel'-wheel. 01' a sailor 
may steer a ship admirably, and call the 
soundings cOJTectly from the chains in the 
darkest Ilight, who might cut but a 'sorry 
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figure at the weather-earing. in a snow
storm. In short, it is a most important, 
and almost an imperative duty, on the 
officers of every man-of-war, to ascertain, 

. by actual investigation, how far their peo
ple are entitled to the ratings they claim. 
Ifwe do not see to this, we are perpetually 
misapplying the resources of the nation, 
by mistaking their true quality. 

It soon becomes apparent amongst the 
crew of a man-of-war, as it does in 
every other situation in the world, that 
one of the most speedy and certain me
thods of instructing a person in any art, 
is to impose on him the duty of a teacher 
of others. In this useful way the whole 
of a man-of-war's ship's company may be 
taught as much of the ari of seamanship 
as they could possibly have learned in the 
same time in a collier, or in ·any other 
ship that swims. 

I should· have mentioned, that before 
leaving the upper deck the captain pro
ceeds to inspect the marines, w:ho are 
drawn up across or along the qual1er
deck abaft. Most captaims think it both 
judicious and kind to visit the marines 
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first, before going round the sailors' divi~ 
mons; and I have never seen this practice
adopted without manifest advantage. The 
marines are excellent fellows, well-trained, 
hardy, cheerful, duly respecting them
selves, and proud of their service; while, 
from belonging to a fixed corps, and from 
not being liable (like the seamen) to be 
perpetually disbanded and scattered, they 
acquire a permanent interest, or an inhe
rent esprit de corps, as well as a permanent 
footing in the Navy. In like manner, tire I 
marine officers constitute one of the most ' 
gentlemanlike bodies of men in the King's. 
service. They are thoroughly imbued with : 
all the high sentiments of honour belong- . 
ing to the mil~tary character; and they 
possess, moy;eover, in a very pleasant de
gree, the freedom of manner and versatility 
of habits peculiar to those who go down 
to the sea in ships, but which cannot be 
taught by any other method than practice, 
and pretty long and tough practice too. 

The utility of this important body of 
men on board a man-()f-war is 80 great, 
that it becomes the duty of every lover of 
the profession to support all its ranks and 
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classes, by every means in his power, and 
especially· to render their situation when 
afloat one of respectability, happiness, 
and contentment. In speaking of the 
utility of the jolly marines, as they are 
kindly enough called by the sailors, who; 
in spite of all their quizzing, really esteem 
their pipe-dayed shipmates, I refer Jess to 
their services in action, either on board, 
or in the event of c(H)peration with the 
military on terra firma, than to their in
estimable value in sustaining the internal 
discipline of the service. The manner in 
which this is brought about, forms one of 
the most interesting peculiarities in the 
whole range of naval affairs; but it de
serves to be treated of separately, and at 
length. 

The two divisions ranged along the main 
deck, supposing the ship's company so dis
tributed, next engage the captain's atten
tion. I think it is usual to take that first 
which stands on the starboard side of the 
deck, with the after-end, or its left, as 
military men would say, close ~aainst the 
bulk-head of the captain's cabin, while 
the foremost men of the division extend 
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under the forecastle. On aITivingat the' 
galley, or kitchen, the captain is received· 
by the cook (or as much as may be left of· 
him, according to the Greenwich Hospital 
joke), behind whom stands his mate, ge-. 
Ilerally a tall, glossy, powerful negro, who; 
unlike hili chief, has always a full· allow
ance of limbs, with a round and shining 
face abont as moist as one of the tubful of 
huge suet puddings, tied up in bags along
side of him. The cook, aided by , Quami
QI),' lifts the lids off the coppers, that ~ 
captain may peer into them, and ascertain 
whether or not all is clean and mce. With· 
the end of his wooden leg the cook then' 
gives a twist to the cock of the coppers, 
to. let some of the pease-soup in prepara
t.ion run off and shew itself for the noble' 
commander's inspection. The oven-doors 
are next opened, the range or large fire 
stirred np, and every hole . and' comer 
exposed to view; the object of the grand 
visitation being to see that this essential 
department of the ship is in the most per
fect state of cleanliness and good order. .: 

Still further forward, before the galley, i 
in the very nose of her, as the foremosi; 
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nook 'or angle of the ship is called, ad a 
little on one side, lies the sick bay or hog.,. 
pital; at the door of which the surgeon, 
backed by his assistants, receives th.e cap.,. 
tain and his .double the first lieutenant, 
and his double the mate 0(. the main
deck. In they march, . all in a. row: The 
captain takes care not to pass any invalid's 
hammock without dropping a word of en
couragement to its pale inmate, or begging 
to be informed if any thing further can 
be done to make him comfortable. Only 
those men who are very unwell, however, 
~e found in their beds; the rest being 
generally seated. on the chests and boxes 
placed round the bay, a part ofthe ship, 
which, I need scarcely mention, is kept, 
if possible, more clean, airy, and tidy 
than any other. If a. speck of dirt _ be 
Kaund on the deck, or a gallipot or phial 
out -of its place, woe betide the loblolly 
boy,. the assistant-surgeon's assistant, and 
the· constant attendant upon the hospital. 
This personage is usually a fellow of some 
small knowledge of reading and writing, 
who, by overhearing .the daily clinical 
features of the doctor, contrives to pick 
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up a smattering of medical terms, which 
he loses no opportunity of palming off' 
upon his messmates below as sublime 
wisdom sucked in at Alma Mater. 

Just before leaving the sick-bay, the cap
tain generally turns to the surgeon,. and 
says, as a matter of course," Doctor, mind 
you always send aft at dinner-time for 
any thing and every thing you require for 
the sick;" and I have frequently remark
ed, that his whole tone and manner are 
greatly' softened during this part of the 
rounds, perhaps without his being conscious 
or any difference. A very small share of 
attention, on the part of a commanding 
officer, on such occasions, if kindly and 
unaffectedly exercised, leaves a wonder
ful1yfavourable impression, not only among 
the invalids, to whom it is more particu
larly addressed, but seldom fails to extend 
its salutary influence over the rest of the 
ship's company, and thus, of course, con
tributes materially to strengthen and to 
maintain his authority. Such expressions 
of sympathy never fail to act like drops of 
oil on the machinery of discipline, making 
all its wheels work smoothly and sweetly. 
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, 'I}ie lower deck is next examined. The 
bags have beEln carried· on deck, so that, 
as I mentioned' before, . nothing . remains 

'but the,people's mess- tables 'and mess 
things; their kids and crockery. As Jack 
ismighti fond of a bit of show in his 
way, many of the births 'or mess-places 
. exhibit goodly ranges oftea-cups and re
. giments of plates worthy of the celebrated 
Blue Posts tavern, occasionally flanked by 
a huge tea-pot, famously emblazoned with 

, yellow· dragons, and imitation Chinese. 
The'intervals between the shelves are ge
nerally ornamented with a set of pictures 
of nlral innocence, where shepherds are 
seen wooing' shepherdesses, balanced by 

'representations of not quite such innocent 
Didos weeping at· the Sally Port, and 
waving their lily hands to departing sailor
boys. . On· the topmost shelf stands, or is 
tied to the side, a triangular piece of a 

.. 'mirror, three inches perhaps by three, ex
';tremely useful in adjusting the curls of 
'~ournautical coxcombs, of whom one at 
';le'ast isM' bidourid in every birth. 
C,:, The tness-tables, 'which are kept so bright 
":you'\vould suppose them "Whitewashed, are 



VOYAGES "AND TR.AVEL8. 39 

hooked to the ship's side at one end, while 
the other is suspended by small ropes 
covered with white canvass. Against these 
lines rest the soup and grog kids, shilling 
in a double row along . the deck, which 
is lighted up, fore and aft, for the cap.. 
tain's visit, by a candle in each birth. In 
frigates, it is usual, I believe, to let the 
people have a certain number of chests, 
besides their bags. These not only fonn 
convenient seats for the men at mealS, 
and couches 011 which to stretch thJir 
worn-out limbs during the watch beloW', 
but they ~fford a place in which the sailors 
may stowaway some part of their best 
attire, deposit their little knick-knacks, 
and here and there a book, or, mayhap, a 
love-letter, or some cherished. love-token. 
A chest, in short, or the share of a chest, 
even though it be only a quarter, or a 
sixth part, is always so great a comfort, 
that this indulgence ought to be granted 
when it can possibly be allowed. In single
decked ships, I conceive it may generally 
be permitted j in a line-of-battle ship, 
hardly ever. In a frigate,. as therp are 
no guns on the . ~~~r deck~ ,!h~r~;tpe 
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people mess and' sleep, there is nothing 
to, . clear away on coming into action; 
but in a !lhip of the line the men pass . 
their whole lives amongst the guns,bY··
night as well as by day, and as it is abso
lutely necessary to keep every part ready 
for action at an instant's warning, nothing 
can be allowed to remain between the 
guns but such articles as may be carried 
out of the way in a moment. It is some
times nonsensical, and even cruel, to carry 
this system into a l'rigate; where too"same 
necessity for keeping the apace unencimi
bered does not exist. Doubtless, the mate 
of the lower deck, and often enough the 
first lieutenant, and sometimes even the 
captain, will be anxious to break up all 
the men's chests, in order to have a clear-

. looking, ~penl' airy, between-decks, to 
make a sllow of. But with proper care 
it may be kept almost as clear and quite 
as clean with a couple of chests in each 
birth as without. Even were it otherwise, 
we ought, I think, rather to give up a 
little appearance to secure so great a share 
Qf comfort to those who at best are not 
Qverburdened with luxuries. 
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As the captain walks aft, along the 
lower deck, he comes to the midshipmen'S 
birth, or room, in which the youngsters 
mess. It is the foremost and largest of a 
range of Cabins built up on each side, and 
reaching as far aft as the gun-room,· or 
mess-place of the eommissioned officeps. 
It is only in liu&-of-battle ships thai the
mitis mees in the cockpit; while in frigates 
they not merely mess but sleep in the part 
of the lower deck. ealled, I know not why, 
the steerage. I ought to have mention~, 
that before the cabins of the officers, and 
abaft those of the sailors, lie the births of 
the marines; but, of course, these mess
places of the men are not partitioned ofT, 
being merely denoted by the tables and 
shelves. The boatswain, gunner, and car" 
penter, have their cabins in the steerage. 

The ,captain peeps into ~ of these 
dens as he moves along. In that of the 
midshipmen he may probably find a youth 
with the quarantine-flag up; that is, in the 
lick-list. His cue, we may suppose, is al
ways to look as miserable and woe-begone 
as possible. If he have had a to.ssle with 
a. messmate, and one or both his eyes are 
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bunged up in consequence, it costs him 
,no I'lmall,trouble_ to conceal his disorderly 
,misdeeds. It would be just as easy, ill 
fact, ,to stop the winds as to stop the 
use of fisty-cuffs amongst a parcel of hot
biooded lads between thirteen and nine
teen, although, of'course, such rencontt:'es 
are held to be contrary to the laws and 
customs used at sea, and are punishable 
accordingly. ' The captain,' pretending 
ignorance, 'however, merely grins; and, 
without exposing the boy to the necessity 
of getting up a story, remarks: 

" I suppose, Master Peppercorn, you 
fell down the after-hatchway ladder, and 
struck your eye against the corner of a 
chest 1 Didn't you 1 And, what is odd 
enough, I dare say, when I cross, to the 
starboard birth, I shall find Mr. Mustard
seed, who, has met with exactly the same 
,~ccident about the same time. What do 
, you think,1 Eh 1" 

," I don't know, sir," answers the bad
gered youngster; " Mr. Mustardseed and 
J are not on speaking terms:' 
:' ~'Very likely not," chuckles the skip~ 
;,~rt as he proceeds to thrust his nose curi~ 
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ously into the warrant-officers' little boxes. 
'On arriving at the' gun-room, he merely 
glances, with a well-bred air of assumed 
indifference, at, the apartment' of the of
ficers, with whOse' habits and arrange~ 
ments he scarcely ever ventures to meddle. 
He next dives into the cockpit, which:in 
a frigate is used only for the purser's 
stor~ro6m, leading to the' bread-room, 
both of which' he examines carefully. 
The spirit-room hatchway, 'too, is lifted 
up for his' inspection, as well as thlUof 

'the after-hold. He then takes a survey 
of the' cable tiers, which ,are 'lighted' up 
for the occasion; as also different store
rooms 'or the boatswain, gunner, and 
carpenter; all of which ought to be 
objects of his particular care, for it is of 
great consequence that every article they 
contain should not only have an assigned 
and well-known place, but, that, it should 
actually be kept in that place! It is, in
deed, quite wonderful how much may be 
done in the way of stowage by dint 0' good 
management; In 'a. well-regulated ship, 
there is not a bolt or a bar, nor any 'kind 
of tool belonging to the carpenter; nol'la 
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single rope, great or small; canvass fine 
as duc~ or coarse as No. I, belo~uing to 
the boatswain ; nor any description of war
like store in charge of the gunner, which 
cannot instantly be laid hold of, and con
veyed in half a minute to any part of the 
ship, low or aloft. 

At length. when every square inch of 
the holds, tiers. sail-rooms, aDd all the 
cabins and births below, have been exa
mined, the visitation party return to the 
quarter-deck, after a full half-hour's 
rambJe. As the captain re-ascends to the 
different decks in succession, the men, 
who have never bud.,c:red from their divi
sions, ~c:rain pluck oft" their hats, the ma
rines carry arms the moment his head 
shews above the eoamings, and all the 
officers stop instantaneously in the mid<Qe 
of their walk to salute their commander, 
as he once more treads the quarter-deck. 

"And now, sir,· says the captain, 
turning to the first lieutenant, u it yon 
please we will rig the church." 
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CHAPTER II. 

THB SHIP CHURCH. 

THE carpenters and the watch on deck 
soon carry aft their benches and mess
stools; but these not being sufficient to 
afford accommodation for all hands, as 
many capstan-bars as may be required are 
likewise brought up and placed ath~art 
the quarter-deck, with their ends resting 
on match-tubs and fire-buckets, or on the 
carronade slides. These seats occupy the 
whole of the space from the break of the _ 
quarter-deck and the belaying bits round 
the mainmast, as far as the companion
lilltchway. Chairs from the. cabin and 
gun-room are also placed abaft all, lor 
the captain and officers, and on the ,lee 
side for the warrant officers and mids; 

I for, it need scarcely be mentioned that 
due subordination is made to keep its 
place even in our church. 

The pulpit stands amidships, either on 
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th~ after-gratings, or . on the deck imme
diately before the hatchway. In some 
ships, this part of the nautical church 
establiShment consists of a. movable read
ing-desk, made expressly for the occasion, 
but brought up from the carpenter's store
room only when wanted;. sometimes one 
of the binnacles is used· for this purpose; 
and I remember a ship in which the 
prayer-book was regularly' laid on a 
sword-rack, or stand, holding six dozen 
naked cutlasses. The desk is covered over 
with a signal-flag, as well as the hassock 
for the chaplain to kneel upon, which is 
usually a grape or canister shot-box, sur
mounted by a cheese of great-gun wads, 
to make it soft. 
. All this implies that the weather is fine, 

the awnings spread overhead, and the 
curtains stretched fore and aft, to keep 
out the heat and glare. In rainy or 
blustering weather, the church is rigged 
under the half-deck, much in the same 
way, . except that the pulpit is placed 
between two of the guns, and generally 
on the larboard side, as nearly abreast 
ofthe:quarter-deck ladder as may be. 
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When all is ready, the bell is tolled by' 
one of the quarter-masters; and the crew; 
quietly clustering aft, occupy the bars, 
stools, planks, and gun-slides, prepared' 
for their accommodation. The marines 
range themselves on the front seats; .while 
the officers take their places, of course 
Qot avowedly in the order of date in their 
commissions, but, more or less, they do fall 
into their respective stations according to 
seniority. The chaplain is now informed 
that every one is assembled; or, if there 
be no clergyman on board, the report is 
made to the' captain, who generally offi
ciates in that case. 'When the service 
begins, if there be any other ship in com
pany, a pendant, such as men-of-war carry 
at their mast-head to distinguish them 
from merchant-ships, is hoisted at, the 
mizen peak, to shew that the ship's com
pany are at prayers. This signal, which 
is kept flying during the performance o( 
divine service, is respected by every othei
ship, whether commanded by' a superior'; 
officer or not. 

Besides the prayers, which,' as 1 have 
already mentioned, are "according to tM' 
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Liturgy of the Church of. England, esta
blished by law," the chaplain gives a short 
discourse, not exceeding at most twenty 
or twenty-five minutes in length. Some 
captains are in the habit of reading a _ 
sermon; but more commonly, when there 
is nocIergyman on board;the prayers are 
deemed sufficient. These points, as may 
be supposed, become frequent matters of 
discussion in the fleet. I shall not enter 
into them further just now than by ob
serving, that the majority of right-thinking 
officers appear to ~ooree, that if the church 
service on board ship be not" solemnly, 
orderly, and reverently performed," ac
cording to the terms and in the spirit of 
the first article of war, it is either useless 
or worse than useless. It ought therefore 
to take place as regularly and habitually 
as the nature of the ship's duties will 
allow of. In the next place, it seems 
clear, that if the service be rendered so 
long, or be otherwise so conducted, as not 
to arrest the attention of the crew, or not 
to maintain it alive when once fixed, it is 
too long. 

I will venture to say, there is rarely to 
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be met with any where a more orderly or 
a more attentive congregation, in aU re
spects, than on board a man-oC-war. 

But, notwithstanding all J ack.'s decorum 
and his discipline, to say nothing oC hia 
natural inclination, when duly encouraged, 
to reflect seriously and properly on any sub
ject, as he is made oC ordinary flesh and 
boneS, his eyes will sometimes refuse to 
keep open under the infliction ola dill or 
i1l-delivered discourse; so that iC the per
son who officiates happens not to read very 
well, his best chance for securing any use
ful attention consists in the brevity oC his 
prelections .. lftlie quality, rather than the 
quantity, of instruction be his object; or 
ifhe measure the good he hopes to do, not 
so much by what his lips give ont, as what 
the ears oC his coDoo-regation are willing to 
take in, he should be exceedingly careful 
not to Catigue his hearers. The inverse 
rule or proportion obtains here with such 
mortifying regularity, that a captain will 
almost inevitably discover, by some of the 
thousand and one methods he has oCknow
ing what is Celt amongst his crew, that the 
lo%uer he makes the church service be-
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y!>nd the mark of agreeable and ,easy at"'; 
. tention, the more certain will he be of 
missing his point. The analogy, not to 
speak it profanely, between overloading a 

-gun and overloading a discourse, ,applies 
especially to ship-preaching. Sailors are 
such odd fellows, that ~hey are nowise 
. moved by ,noise and smoke ; but .they 
well know how to value a good aim, and 
always love and .honour a commanding 
officer who truly respects .their feelings, 
ministers in a gentlemanlike way to their 
peculiar tastes and habitS, and neither 
bullies them in : the course of their ordi
nary duty, nor by' means' of long-winded 
and ill-timed discourses (or 'what' they 
irreverently call psalm-singing) interferes 
too much with their religious concerns. 

It would be easy, though perhaps rathel' 
invidious, to point out in what other re-' 
spects many officers ,are apt, besides the 
protracted length of the church service on 
Sunday, to err in excess in these matterS. 
I am very sorry to say, it would be still 
easier to shew in what respects all of us· 
err in, defect. . The utility of such expo
sure, however, is more than questionable» 
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for it might perhaps irritate to no pu~
pose, or even make bad worse ; and if 
80, it is surely.no compromise of principle 
to avoid touching on faults in a manner 
which would aggravate the evil." I should 
rejoice much more in being able to make 
officers who have· not sufficiently reflected 
on these things, duly sensible that it is 
quite as much to their immediate profeS-
8ional advantage, as it is, of course, to 
their eventual chance of happiness, that 
the religious duties of their ship should 
form an essential part of the discipline of 
the crew, and be considered not less use
ful in a moral point of view, than rigging 
the masts properly is to the nautical de
partment of their command. 

If, indeed, religion, when applied to the 
ordinary business of life, should be found 
inconsistent with those moral obligations 
which are dictated to us by coDS:£!ence; 
or if its o~~ces were found in prac.,. 
tice to impede the progress of duties which 
it was obviously imperative upon us to exe"; 
cute; or even were we to discover that the 
ablest, most virtuous, and most successful 
persons amongst us were uniformly de-, 
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spisers otreligion, then there would c~ 
taioly. be some explanation, not to say 
excuse, tor yonng and inexperienced men 
venturing to dispute OJl such subjects, and 
claiming the bold privilege ot absolutely 
independent thought and action. But 
surely there is neither excuse nor explana
tion, nor indeed any sound justification 
whatsoever; for the' presumption of those 
who, in the teeth ot all .experience and 
authority, not only trust themseh-es with 
the open expression ot these cavils, but, 
having settled the whole question in their 
own way, take the hazardous line ot re
commending their daring example to those 
around them. It is also material to re
collect, that there is not· a single point 
of duty in the whole range of the naval 
profession, which, when well understood, 
may not be enforced with greater effi
ciency by a strict adherence to the sanc
tions of religion. than if it were attempted 
single-handed; so that most of the ob
jections which one hears made to the 
due performance of the chureh service 
on board ship, on the score of its inter
fering with the discipline, are quite absurd, 
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and inapplicable to the circumstances of 
the case. 

It cannot be denied, however, that the 
nature and degree of attention devoted to 
such things in a man-of-war must be left 
very much to the individual feelings, and 
disCretion of the captain. who will do well 
to reflect seriously upon the charge on 
his shoulders, and not allow indolence, or 
any worse influences, to check the good 
he has it in his 'power to accomplish, or 
to render him careless of the vast evil he 
may indirectly produce. Th~ mental in .. 
struction of his people. and especially of 
the young gentlemen under his care, ought 
always to form one of his,niost anxious 
duties. It may be eailily imagined that; 
in certain respects, heaets under great 
disadvantages; but, on' the :other hand, 
perhaps he may possess, at, all tiriles, a 
degree of influence over their minds and 
habits whic4 hardly any parent, cerl~inly 
few schoolmasters, CRn be supposed to 
exercise at any time., The very nature of 
a ship's discipline disposes, I might almost 
say compels, a lad to ready acquiescence 
in the dictates, and even remotesugges-
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tions; of those in authority over him; and 
~lthough a captain should most carefully 
avoid substituting mere authority for calm 
~nd genuine persuasion, in this more than 
ip any other case, there can be no doubt 
that much of the heartless wear and tear 
of that presumptuous Scepticism which is 
so rife amongst people not subjected to 
discipline of any kind, except what ori
ginates in their own minds; owes its rise 
3:nd nurture to habitual disregard for all 
authority in other matters. Much of 
this improper spirit a judicious com
inander may check, if he cannot entirely 
correct; and he may insensibly tum the 
thoughts of his young friends into those 
channels where they will perhaps be asto ... 
rushed to find the authorities they are 
holding so cheap going cheerfully and use
fully hand in hand with every thing that 

'is great or good in the worl~. They will 
then, discover not only the goodness and 
justice of that God, whose service, to lise, 
the beautiful language of the Liturgy, is 
perfect freedom; but they will, at the same 
time, understand' how great a mistake it 

',tiS! to sUppose that a due veneration for 
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authority has any tendency to weaken con
scientious habits of independent thought: 
The very reverse is generally the effect of 
such reliance; for DO men are so likely 
to strike out original ideas, or to execute 
public services in a new and vigorous ~tyle 
of their own,. ,as those who have already 
studied with patienta,nd respectful atten
tion all that has been done before thein, 
and who look up,with confidence to those 
whQ have attained well-merited distinction' 
in their profession or in the world. ~ 

If this be sound doctrine, the respon
sibility 'of a commanding officer is very 
heavy; because" although he certainly 
ought to be careful not unduly to dis
courage independent thought amongst the 
young persons under his care, still less 
should he prevent their investigating all 
or any of these subjects for themselves; 
but, at the same time, he ought, as far 
as he possibly can, to give their n',Iinds' 
a bias towards the side of rational con,:, 
viction rather than of distrust.' I PleaD, 
that he should be more anxious. to en
courage them to search ~or confi~~ati~ns 
of the opinions, alreadY,supporte4' ,by 
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venerable authority, than to discover flaws 
in their evidence. 

Much of the result of almost every in~ 
quiry depends upon the key in which we 
first pitch OUT minds, and the sincerity of 
our purpose; or, in other words, the temper 
in which we begin to screw ourselves up 
to undertake any difficnlt investigation. 
And I am Tory enough to believe that 
great good may often be effected by co~ 
mencing with an' admission that almost 
every thing .longsanctioned by. ~uthority 
is probably right. . 

The captain of a man-of-war, therefore, 
if his influence be as well founded as it 
ought,may, in. this most material of all 
respects, essentially supply the place of a 
parent to young persons,. who must be 
considered for the time virtually as or
phans. He may very possibly not be 
learned enough to lay before his large 
nautical family the historical and other 
external evidences of Christianity, and, 
perhaps, may have it still less in his 
power to make them fully aware of the 
just force of its internal evidences. But 
he can seldom have any.doubt as to his 
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duty· in this case' more than in any other 
department of the weighty obligations with 
which heis;;charged; and if he cannot 
here, as elsewhere, make· the lads under 
his care see distinctly; in_the main, what 
course it best becomes them to follow, he 
is hardly fit for. his station.·1 freely own 
that it is ·far beyond. his power' to make 

. them pursue that line, if they choose to 
be perverse ; but he will neglect an im
portant, I might add, a sacred and so~ 
lemn part of his business, if he lea~es 
their minds more adrift on: the score.of 
religion than he can possibly.help. Their 
steering in this ticklish navigation, it- is 
true, depends .upon their own.·prudence.; 
but it. is his bounden duty to provide them 
with both a rudder and a compass, and 
also, as far as he is able, to instruct them; 
like a good pilot, in the course they ought 
to shape. .;. The' eventual success 'of: the 
great voyage of life lies with themselves ; 
the captain's duty as amoral commander
in -chief is done if he sets his juvenile 
squadron fairly under weigh. '-'. , .. 

It grieves me heartily· toown;,;that. 
while I speak with 80 much confidence 
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of the good which may be effected on the 
minds of the midshipmen, I feel scarcely 
any thing but despair on turning to the 
ease of the sailors. They are such a 
strange set of beings, geuerally so eutirely 
uneducated, and although, as I have re
peatedlymeutioned before, by no means 
naturally irreligious, often so totally des
titute of any thing deserving the name of 
principle, or even of any ground-work of 
habitual reflection, upon which aloue such 
a superstructure can be raised, that I 
really cannot venture even to conjecture 
how people of such very loose habits and 
dissipated minds are to be turned per
manently to right thinking on this mat
ter. Unfortunately, too, at the end of 
every three or four years, when at length 
the discipline of a ship has been perfected, 
and the empire of order so fully established, 
that the influence of authority might, if 
eYer, be expected to produce something 
out of these rough materials, the crew are 
not only paid off, but turned absolutely 

. adrift into the worst holes and comers, 
the very sinks of society, where every thing 

-good they have been taught, and el'ery 
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thing good they may have hoped or wished 
to learn. is speedily taken from them. and 
all80rts of iniquity poured into their place ! 
In one moment are TOdely swept away 
all their habitual veneration for authority. 
their cheerful, unreflecting dependence on 
others. together with every nascent feeling 
of self-respect. which during several years 
had been growing up together, and rather 
inviting than repelling the final and per
vading influence of religion. Thus the 
unhappy sailor is suddenly left at the c~se 
of his long toil in a state of destitution 
fully worse than at first. In a few days, 
perhaps hours. after landing, he is pil
laged of his money and every rag of 
clothes, except the jacket on his back; 
and after being forced into drunkenness 
and every kind of debauchery and vice, 
he finds himself' worn out with disease 
and intemperance, and becomes literally 
an outcast from society, amidst the most 
heartless and pro~0'8.te of his species, help
less, useless, and hopeless! ". 

However melancholy; therefore, th~ re
flection may be, it is in vain to c:onceal 
from ourselves, that unless both officers 
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and men can be embodied more or less 
as a, permanent ,corps, every ship that 
is commissioned merely furnishes a sort 
of fresh experiment in naval discipline. 
T,he officers are brought together with.;. 
out. any previous acquaintance with one 
another; and many of them, after a long 
residence on shore, have lost most of their 
naval habits. The sailors, being collected 
how and where we can get hold of them, 
are too frequently the off-scourings and 
scum of society. With such a heteroge
neous crew, the first year is employed in 
teaching, them habits of cleanliness and 
common decency; and it is only in the 
third year of their service that'the ship 
becomes really efficient. Just as that point 
has been reached, all hands, as I said 
pefore, are turned off, to make ,room for 
another experiment. If a few active men 
of the crew have become' better sailors, 
they generally go into the merchant-ser.. 
vice for higher wages; whi~e the officers 
are again laid on the shelf.,. Something has 
been done lately to retain the petty officers 
in the Navy, but perhaps ilot enough. 
It has been suggested, that instead of 
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giving men pensions for long servitude; 
it might be more useful to allow their 
wages to increase gradually year by year, 
at some small rate, and at the end of 
fourteen years give them half-pay of the 
rating to which they had reached, if they 
chose to retire. 

There are various other circumstances 
which I have not touched upon, that, 
I suspect, will for ever prevent the Navy 
being rendered a permanent embodied 
corps; and perhaps, upon the whole, it 
may be questioned whether this would be 
advantageous to the country, or quite the 
contrary. This topic, however, is of far 
too great extent to be-treated incidentally. --

I shall have occasion, in another place, 
to describe more particularly the philan
thropic 'exertions of my friend Captain 
Robert Elliot, of the Navy, and several 
other 9fficers on shore, who, are not so 
hopeless -as I confess I sometimes am 
myself upon this matter; and who, with 
the most disinterested public spirit, devote 
their whole time and thoughts to the -re:.: 
formation of their unhappy brethren 01 
the blue jacket. ' -, 
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In returning to the subject of the 
church, it must be remembered that the 
cireumstances of wind and weather will 
often intenere with the regularity of our 
Sunday service. To which it may be 
added, that the public duty upon which 
the ship is employed must often modify _ 
these observances very much, in spite of 
all our endeavours. In some parts of an 
Indian voyage, for instance, it may be 
safely-calculated that no interruption will 
take place; while there occur other ~aes 
of the passage when Divine service must 
of necessity be stopped, to shorten sail or 
trim the yards. In peace-time, or in har
bour, or in fine weather at sea, no such 
teasing interference is likely to arise; but 
in war, and on board a cruising ship, the 
public service frequently calls a ship's com
pany to exchange smartly their Bibles and 
Prayer-books for the sponges and ram
mers. The collect in which they have 
petitioned to be defended from the fear of 
their enemies, and that their time might 
be passed in rest and quietness, may 
hardly have passed their lips, before they 
are eagerly and joyfully scampering up 
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the rigging to shake the reefs out in chase 
or an enemy, with whom, in the next 
hour, they will· perhaps be engaged in 
~ot fight! 

I remember once in a frigate, cruising 
deep in the Bay or Biscay, just as the 
captain had finished the Litany, and the 
purser, whose greatest pleasure it was to 
officiate as clerk, had said Amen, that the 
man at the main royal-mast head screamed· 
out, 

" A8~o-e sail, broad on the lee bow)" 
The first effect or this announcement 

was to make the commander turn round 
involuntarily to the man at the wheel 
and exclaim,." Put the helm up!" He 
then . closed the book, with a degree of 
energy or which he was made somewhat 
ashamed when the sound was echoed by 
that or the rapidly closing volumes all 
around him. 

" 1\Iy lads," said he quickly, but not 
without solemnity, " our duty to our King 
is our duty to God; and if, as I hope, this 
sail tum out to be the ship we have been 
80 long looking after, you willllot give a 
worse account of her to the country, I am 
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sure, ,for having ,applied in good earnest 
for 3.l?sistancE), from aloft." After which, 
suddenly changing his tone and manner, 
he sung out.loudly and clearly, 
, "Hands,_make sail! , Let go the bow

lines! Round in the, weather- braces! 
Mast,.head, there;! let me know when the 
strange sail is right ahead!" , 

Then. leaping on the. hammocks, and 
resting his glass against the. after-swifter 
of the main rigging, he swept the horizon 
impatiently for the stranger. . Meanwhile, 
the rattling of the chairs~capstan-bars, 
match-tubs, and shot-boxes,. gave .token 
of the rapid demolition of our nautical 

- church. The studding-sail booms shot 
out like spears from the yard-arms, and 
the sails which these spars were to expand 
hung dangling and flapping in the air, as 
if the canvass had been alive, andjoined 
in" the eagerness of the chase; while the 
gay ship herself, trembling. fore and aft 
under ,these fresh and spirit-stirring im~ 
pulses, dashed awa:r at .the rate of ten 
and 'Q. half. 

~uch are the incidents which happen 
o~.:M>ar~ ~ingle .frigates; those rattling, 
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joyous, fly-along, Salee.rover sort of 
cruisers,which range at large over the 
wi.de ocean, scour every coast, and keep 
the war famously alive. A much more 
stately ceremonial is observed on board, 
8eets, whether at sea, blockading. a port, 
or lying in harbour. . The ships of the
different divisions, or squadrons, wait till' 
the Admiral hoists at his mizen-peak the 
signal indicating that Divine service- has
commenced. The bell is then· tolled; in 
each of the other ships, the usual pendaftt 
is displayed, IlDd the first article of war.
(already quoted} is complied with; notr 
only to the letter, but often, we may hope 
and trust, fully up to. the spirit. At 
all events, I have- heard many clergy
men declare,. that they never beheld any 
congregation in which more.' attention 
and decorum prevailed than. in our ship 
churches. _ 

At sea, both in fleets' and on board 
single ships, the afternoon of Sunday is' 
generally a season of rest and quietness; 
but in harbour it is frequently the most an
noying period of the whole week. There 
is nothing for the men to do, and the time 
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hangs, terribly heavy on their' hands; to· 
which, it must be added, that our ships' 
are t'oo often infested by some of the vilest 
contaminations of the shore. Bad as these 
influences are, at any time or place, I be.' 
lieve they may be considered at their worst 
when they come" afloat; so that, whenever 
it CaI:1 possibly be done without injury to 
the' service, 'portions of the ship's com:' 
pany should be allowed to go on shore in 
turn, albeit their proceedings when ' on 
liberty,' as they call 'it, .are ,none of the 
most conllnElDdable. But' we must let that" 
pass. In- foreign ports; however" this in~ 
dulgence is frequently impossible; and.in 
cases when the people cannot be permitted 
to land, the different men-of-war in com:'" 
panyare sure to send boat-loads of viSitors,' 
or .what are called' liberty men,' on board 
orie another's ships, to pass the afternoon 
of Sunday. This practice is the very bane 
of good discipline, and ought at all times 
to be discouraged in' every way; for it 
almost inevitably leads to drunkenness, 
rioting, and bitter heart· burnings. It 
has,· moreover, the effect of making the 
men discontented with their own ship and' 
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their own officers. Thesailo r~~!rf;, 
ciently sharp critiCisersof 'the c uclV~ 
their superiors, even when ·they ha • 
the facts before them, and the' p&wer 0 

observing closely, and from day to day. 
But when they pass on board other vessels, 
and interchange exaggerations over an 
extra pot of grog, the misc~ievous conse
quence is certain; for each· of the parties 
is likely enough to break up the visit 
miserably discontented, and, to return 
under a. thorough conviction: that, wlrl'le 
every thing done in their own ship is 
wrong, all the officers are .either· foolish 
()r tyrannical, or both. If there must. be 
ship-visiting (for which, howe~er, I.cali 
see no necessity), let it be on week day~, 
and in the morning; but; clearly, the lees 
the better; and most assuredly it ought 
never to be allowed on Sunday evening~ . 
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CHAPTER 'III. 

!fAVAL' :RATINGS, AND SEA PAY; 

MUSTERING., CLOTHES. 

THE dinner-hour on' Sl!nday ~ noon, the 
same as, on other «;laY!l; ,but there ia this 
distinction; whicb ought toxnark theaf
~ernoon in every well-regulated ship, the 
people are. neVer ,disturbed betweeQ twelve 
o'clock ati,d. four, uI\less spme. particular 
service OCClU·S. which c~Il,Il,O~ withollt im· 
propriety ,be, de(erred. It is customary 
during the rest of the we,ek to turn the 
watch.. up at oIl,e, o'clock; but OIl, SllDday, 
if possible, the people shoqld be left alone; 
to. 'b,e idle, if they choose it, orto read, or 

~ otherwise to employ themselves according 
! to ,their own fancy. This, after all, is 
:but a· trifling indulgence, which costs the 

, public, Ilervice little or no sacrifice, and 
; hardly ever puts the captain or officers to 
~anyinconvenience.,Even ,ii it did, what 
-,woJll<L.:it l{IlatterhThe~ interest~, of the 
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eountry will not be worse attended to in 
the long-run for an occasional relaxation 
of strict etiquettes and formal observances. 
It is always such a. vast affair to carry 
with us the kindly feelings of the men, even 
in trifles, that it the captain, before piping 
to dinner on Sunday, takes in the royals, 
haulS down the flying-jib, and otherwise 
arranges theeailS~ to lessen the chances 
of' having to call the people on deck, his 
attention will not go unremarked. Even 
it the ship be makirig a passage, and thtit, 
in strictness, all sail ought to be carried, 
no eventual loss will ever attend such very 
trivial abatement of speed; for the men 
will probably be far more active in nia~ng 
and shortening sail at other tiines, when 
their minor comforts are thuS· regarded, 
than when treated as it they have no 
feelings to be considered. 

The circumstance which most distinctly 
marks the afternoon of Sunday on' boatd 
a man-of-war, even more than fln 1l1i1d, 
is the absence of all the usual stir'eaiI~d 
by the multitariohs oeeupations, of' ,the 
artificers and crew. The' fire " in <the 
armourer's forge, abreast -of ,th~ ·,··fore-
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llatchwa:f;'beirig extinguished, the rattle of 
his haimner; arid the gritting of his rasp', 
are nil 'more-' heard.; 'The' wearing and 
tearing' of the' adzes 'and axes, planes and 
saws of the 'Cllrpenter; cease to' torment 
the 'ear. The spunyarn-reel of the fore-' 
castlemen is 'stopped in its revolutions, 
and stowed away till Monday.' The, noisy 
thump-thu1Iipingof the cocoa-pounder is, 
laid asleep: The bayonets of the mariJ,les, 
the cutlasses 'and boarding-pikes of the 
sailors, and all other weapo~ of' offence; 
have some respite given to their points and 
edges. The tailors clos~ their shears, and 
~undle up their remnants ;w:hile the sail
makers draw off their palms, and thrust 
their stools on one side. Even were it not 
an, affair of duty; sheer weariness would 
generally enforce the fourth commandment 
on board aOman-of-war, and the delicious 
aajof rest be most fully enjoyed at sea. 
""It must be owned, indeed, that on the 
loweri deck 'Of a man-or-war on Sunday 
'afn\rnoon~· between' dinner-time and the . 
. :l1our~ 'ottea, • or' evening grog, Ii casto( 
Mlenes-s is ilie 'inost . characteristic feature. 
Gt6upsof~eti may beisee~ sitting on.th~ 
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d!!Ck chatting over. very old. st~ries, ,a fe~ 
are reading, and !!lany are stretched ~u~ 
flat on their. backs fast ,a!!Ieep" or dosing 
}Vith their heads laid on theix: arms ,on .th~ 
mess-table. But the habit of locomotion 
~ongst sailo~.- is .s~ -stio~g,: th~~ .th~;r~ 
are always. numerous. parties ,walking C)~ 
the :main deck,inpairs, C)r.in three~ 1illd 
fours, along .It- short space, backwards .. and 
fOI:Wards, although .there seems nq reaf:JoJ}, 
~hy then:. walk, should .not pe twice. or 
~rice as long. BC)~ s.ides of the forec,ajtl~ 
t()O, and the lell-gangway; are generally 
fille(l. with', these. walking. philosopheis, 
as they may in truth _ be c~Ued; for 'they 
~njoy the hour ~at. passes, and ~r..e· r~ady 
to take whatever cOIDe~.,in gC>01l p;;t~ 
The weather gangway is us,uaUy le~t fC)t: 
the occasional transits of that most restless 
~f mortals, the';officer of the :w~tch. ;Yho~ 
as in duty pound, is eternally. fi.dgetti!lg 
about the trim of the sails, and must ofren 
!ltep forward to the ch~stree, frC)m }Vhen<:E? 
while resting his foot oq th~ tack::l>lo~k,91 
the mainsail, he Dlay cas~ his. ey~ ~lo1\,to 
detect something i(). alter-in the po.s.iqoq ,of 
the head-yard,s.O~ ifh~ h.e~,~!lYJ!q\se 



in. the galley, or even on the lower deck,. 
he can walk forward till he'is'able't& 
peer down the fore-hatchway, by stooping 
under the bows oflhe boat on -the booms. 
Most of this fidget probably arises, not S() 

much from any wish to-find fault with 
what is wrong, as to maintain what is right. 
The true preventive service of an officer is 
to interpose. his superintending vigilance 
between the temptation, on the part of the 
men, to err, and: their first motion towards 
offence. Were this principle fully acted 
up to in all ships, how rapidly might not 
our punishments subside! 

At four, or half-past four, in the afte}'A 
noon; the merry pipe to supper awakes the 
sleepers, arrests the peripatetics, and once 
more· dusters. young and old round the 
mess-table. At sunset the drum beats to 
quarters, when the men's names are care-
fully called over, and the sobriety of each 
ascertained. . Other duties may be inter· 
mitted on the day of'rest, but not that of 
the guns, which are minutely examined, 
and all their appendages got ready every 
~ening, 'With as much earnest care as if 
~e'i,shjp were.thatinstant sailing into 
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actioi1,~, ,A moment's ,reflection, indeed; 
will shew that there' ~an"of course, be no 
dift'eren~e in this l'espect . between, Sunday 
and any other' evening. Then come in 
succession. the following . .routineorders~ 
and their correspondent evolutions: "Reef 
topsails!" .u Stand by the hammocks!" 
" Pipe down !~' "Roll up the cloths!" "Call 
the watch!" "Pipe the sweepers!" And 
thus, at last, the first day ·'Of the week· at 
eea, in a man-of-war •. is at an end. 

It is usual, on board most ships, to r~ 
the articles. of war on the first Sunday in 
every month; and .as. the captain is in
structed. by the Regulations of the Service 
to make frequent musters of the ship's 
company, this important ceremony is 
performed at the same time. The object is 
to see that every man is rated on the ship'lI 
books according to hIs real qualifications. 
Instead of beating to divisions, the hands 
are turned up to muster, when the whole 
crew assemble on deck.· :. . I . L~. 

In old time8~ I recollect, the fashion waiT 
for the men to press at\ ina disorganiSed 
crowd J but 'Of late years,· the • folloWing' 
more appropriate and orderly arrangement 
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has been universally adopted. ' The men 
are distributed in a close double, row 
round the quarter-deck gangways and 
forecastle, each standing ,in his place, 
according to the order of his 'name on the 
9penList. A small table is then brought 
tIp, on which are spread the muster-books; 
~d the captain's clerk, who, is the only 
person seated, begins, calling over' the 
!l~mes. Each man, as his turn comes, 
pulls off his hat, smooths down his hair, 
and pa..."Ses over from the lee side of the 
deck to the weather side, stepping across 
th~ 'gratings just before the binnacle. The 
!laptain stands to windward, so that the 
~en advance 'directly up towards him; 
~d then pass forward in review. By this 
!neans, not only the captain, but the officers, 
~ho; of course, are all present, become 
better acquainted with the men, learn their 
names, and ascertain their respectiv~ 
fatings and merits. The first lieutenant 
plants himself at the captain's elbow, tQ 
furnish such general information as lQay 
be required, or to appeal for ,more minut~ 
details to the" other lieutenants, warrant~ 
officers,IDates, or midshipmen, as the C8.l*t 
may be.' ' ' 
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. The captain avails pimself of this· public 
opporturuty of telling any of the men that 
they have been advanced a step on the 
books since the last muster ; and if these 
intimations be given without parade, and 
in good taste, they afford great satisfacti9~ 
to the people, though it may often happen 
that the changes of rating are almost 
nominal. It is a great point gained in 
all discipline, if the persons we wish. to 
influence can be made duly sensible tha~ 
their merits, and exertions are not ne-g~ 
lected. . It is obvious, too, that if giving a. 
man a higher rating be a source of encou~ 
ragement, to disrate him may readily be 
used as a means of punishment. I reme~,,! 
ber, in the Lyra, on my way hoIlle froIll 
China, .in l817, that the captain.of.th~ 
foretop, a fine active lad fromN:orth 
Shields, got into some scrape, pot quite 
bad enough to bring him within reach of 
the terrible gangway, but close to it,and 
I was rather perplexed how to chastise th~ 
offender. The first Sunday in the montq 
was close at hand, so I waited till. thiS 
man's name was called, and then; afteJH:' 
suitable lecture, .desire~ the- clerk,~in,thEl 

:,,( 
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hearing of the,whoie -ship's ~ompahy; to 
change. his rating to: that 'Of able seaman 
from captain of the top. The poot fellow 
looked bewildered, lind, instead 'of passing 
on when another name, was ealled, stood 
stock-still half-way across the deck. 

" Don't you, hear 1" I said; . " you are 
no longer eaptainof the foretop, you are 
disrated on the ship's books." 

I then turned to the clerk to see the 
entry properly ,made; but on looking 
again at the disrated seaman, I observed, 
to my astonishment, that he was all in 
tears! 

I certainly had not reckoned upon such 
a scene; but it at once flashed upon me; 
that here was an opportunity of gaining 
two important points. The first and 
most obvious of which was, to nail this 
particular man's future good services by 
enlisting all that was hearty in his nature 
at the instant of its strongest expression; 
!IDd the next, to avail myselt of the cir
cumstance' to stamp a still higher degree 

. ()£ importance in the eyes of the men than 
befQfe llponthevalue of these ratings. 
I.therefore instantly, called out to the clerk 
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~ stop. his pen; and then addressing the 
man, in a voice loud enough to.~ heard 
by all the crew, said, I was quite sure any 
one who felt so. sensibly the degradation 
implied in the loss of rank which he had 
just incurred, wasnevel' likely to expose 
himself again to such a risk,. I should 
therefore ,not only give him back his 
former rating, and replace him in his 
station as captain of the top, bufl assure 
him that all trace both of his offence and 
its punishm~nt should from that moment 
be entirely forgotten. 

It is hardly within the range of popular 
explanation to shew in what particulars the 
different shades of technical merit consist. 
by which many of these ratings are award., 
ed. The letters A. D., which mean Able 
Seamlll\, are placed 8gainst the names of 
those only who are thorough-bred sailors, 
or who, in sea phrase, can not only' hand, 
reel, and steer,' but are likewise capable 
o( heaving the lead. in the darkest night; 
as well as. in the day-time; who can use 
the palm and needle of a sail-maker; and 
who are versed' in every part. of. a ship'i 
rigging, in the stowage' of the .hold,. and 
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m the exercise - of the great guns. Of 
course, an A.B. must be able to pull an 
oar, as well as use it in sculling,under
stand the management of a boat under sail, 
and know howto cross a surf. He must 
also learn the art of placing an anchor iIi 
a boat, in order to its being laid out; and 
how to get it in again when weighed. In 
these, and' twen.ty other things, which 
might be pointed out, he ought to be 
examined by the boatswain, and other 
officers, before his rating of A.B. is fully 
established on the books. 

The higher ratings of quarter-master, 
gunner's mate, captain of the forecastle and 
of the tops, and so on, are given chiefly 
to men who may not, in fact, know 
more than every Able Seaman is supposed 
to be acquainted with, but who have re
commended'themselves by their superior 
activity and vigilance, and have not only 
shewn themselves fit to command others 
by their decision of character; but evinced 
a sincere anxiety ,to see the work of their 
department well performed. It is of great 
consequence to -assist- in every way the 
authority of these leading hands' over the 
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Other men. stationed in the" same part of 
the ship; ,and judicious officers Will gene.. 
rally be able' to avail themselves to great 
purpose, in ,moments of trial, of the erier. 
getic co-operation of these persons. Much 
ofth'e internal, or what' may be called 
domestic, discipline of the crew,· depends 
upon the conduct of these men; for each 
mess has one of them at its head, who 
is held more or less responsible for th~ 
behaviour of the people in that knot or 
party. I have, however, known some 
officers exact a great deal too much froni 
these captains of the messes, and expect 
them to become spies and informerS 
against their companions; or, ,vhich is 
just as unreasonable, hold them fully an:" 
8werabie for all delinquenCies committed 
in their part of the ship. This is cruel; 
because, although they undoubtedly ~ay 
contribute materi81ly towards the main
tenance of good order, they cannot, by 
possibility, do more than act as assistant~ 
to the first lieutenant, and chiefly by ex:" 
plaining to the rest of the peOple what is, 
required ofthem. Most men, in the long-', 
run, . and perhaps' in aU' ranks of sOciety, , 
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but certainly on board a man-of-war, find 
it so much more agreeable in every re
spect to do what is right than what is 
wrong, that when they come distinctly to 
know what is wanted, they almost inva
riably set about executing it cheerfully. 
The first gran.d_ point, therefore, in the 
ship's discipline, after a system has been 
"dopted which shall be consistent in aU 
its parts, is, to let the details of this system 
bEl thoroughly understood by every one on 
board. When a good plan has been once 
fixed upon, and the officers are vigilan.t, 
patient, and exact in their own personal 
conduct, and the leading men have been 
made fully acquainted with what is re
quired, the rest of the crew will be but 
too happy to do their duty manfully and 
well, without the instrumentality of the 
lash, except in extreme cases. 

In former times, the distinctions amongst 
ratings of the seamen on the ship's books 
were so few, that it was impossible to dis
criminate correctly, or to assign to each 
man, with any justice, the exact rating 
which his knowledge of. seamanship, his 
experience in the exercise ot that know-
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ledge, his general good conduct, and his 
abilities, might entitle him to. An Order 
in Council, dated November, 1816, es
tablished a new system of Ratings; and 
by another Order, dated the 23d ot June, 
182-1, u the net sea pay of the flag-officers 
of His Majesty's fleet" was established, 
" together with the· net sea pay and 
number or their retinue; the number of 
commissioned, warrant, petty, and non
commissioned officers, and the ratings of 
every description both of seamen add 
marines, allowed to each class of His 
Majesty's ships, with their rates of net sea 
pay respectively; and disti»couishing the 
several classes for sharing the produce of 
l!eizures. " 

The tables which follow are 80 clear 
that they seem to require no particular 
explanation. They will, I have DO doubt, 
prove interesting to many persons, from 
shewing the care taken by Government to 
afford officers the means or classing every 
man according tu hial merits. 

VOL. II.-SERIES II. G 



CLASSES AND DENOMINATIONS OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS. 

1. Rated Ships, vi •• :-
Fir., Rat •• _AIl Three-decked Ships. 

'SBcond _.-One of HI. Majeoty'. Yschtl, and all Two
decked Ship. of 80 GUDJI and upwards. 

Third 1la1.~Hia Majeat,'. other Yachts, and all Ships 
of 70 GUDI, and b!88 than 80. 

Fourlh llall.-Sbip. of 60 Guns. and leas than 70. 
Fifth IlaIB,-Ship. of 36 GUDI,and 1 ... than ~O. 
Slzlh IlaIB~hlp. of 14 Gun., and leas than 36. 

2. Sloops and Bomb-V ... eIt. 

So Gun·Brlg., Cutter .. Schooners, and other omali Ve!lell. 

FLAG PAY. 

£ .•. d. 
Adm!ral of the Fleet .............................. 6 0 'O} SEA PAY per Dav, beside. which evory Commander. 
AdmIral .......................................... 6 0,0 In.Chlef .ball r~ve a further Sum of 31. or Da , 
Vlce·Admlrai .................................... 4 0 0 while htl Flag .hall b. ftyiDg within thel\';JtI of ~ 
Rear·Admlral. or Commodore of the Firat CI ..... } 3 0 0 'Station 
CapteiD of the Fleet ............................ • • 

SURGEONS. 

Surgeon. alIall be paid In all Rates acoordiDg to their Imgth of Service \lnCIUdlng more than three years' 
time 81 an A.liatant Surgeon, or Hospital Mate, viz.-

£ ••• d. 
Surgeons ofl ... than Sh, Yeara' Service ...... ...... ...... ................ 0 10 O} 
Surgeons of more than t;lx and leu thaD Ten Yearl' Service .•... .... " .. . . . 0 11 0 
Surgeom of more than Ten and leu than Twenty Yearal Service .. · .•....... 0 14 0 ·Per Day. 

~:!~:: ~~ W~!~1~rsJ;;~':,1 :~~;!el.:!~h '~i s~i~:::::::::: :::::::: 8 ~: g 



In FIAI ShIp. aU the 1.Ieutenanti (Includl ... on. nUl u Fl. LI.utenant) .,. aUowlll lid, "'" Dar 
In addItion eo th.I, Pay, 

('1111""0' 
dlalrUmt\oD 0' 

tI.l.u ..... £ ... do 

11. 
{ 

Phy"lrlan aftho Fleet ofllllthon Thr .. Vean·Il""I .... ,urh ........ ·..... I 
PhYllclBn 0' the I"I""t 0' mono than Three. and I •• than Ton Y ..... • 8enlce.. I 
l'hy.lclAn nflho I'leel of more than TID Y ...... II.rvlce .................... " I 
M .. t.erofUIIVloat ............ · .......................................... ·13 

1 o puDay. 
11 8 -
I 0 
7 o PH Month. 

{ 

"orrotary eo Ih. AdmIral ofth. Floot ....... , ...................... " ...... " an 
HocrotftfY to an Adndral, Command., .. tn .. Cht., •••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 1 ••••• 30 
Soerotory to I Vlci Of Ito ..... Admlral. Commandor-In·Chlef .................... 88 
lioerotary to. JunIor VI", Olllcer or Commodore ............................ a 

III. Il 0 
8 

0 4 
10 0 

Two Cl.rk. to Secretorlll of Commandm.ln.Chlof .... h ••••••••••••••• ,.... 4 
0"0 Clerk to Hocrotar'" of Junior )'1 .. UWean or Commodorll' •••••••••• ••• 8 
Admiral'. Cox.waln ................. ".............................. ....... I 

IV. 
14 0 
18 8 
11 0 

AIlmlral'. Stoward •••• 1 
Admlrol', Conk. 10 I.. •• 11.1 1.1 •• 1 ••••••••••••••••••• 1.1 ••••••••••••••••• 

Admiral', DomooUeo .• 
VII. I' 0 

• Th, numbor 0' Ihll' RaU .... to bt, 
Allmlral ofth. 11'1,,1..... ............... II I Reor.Admlral. or Commodoft or th. Flnt} AdmlrBI ................................ 141 t: .. lI................................... lJ 
V I.,..Admlral ............. ,............ 7 CaptaIn" thl F1 .. t ...... ""............ 3 



RATES oj HALF PAY at present estabiis/ledjor tI,e NAYY lind MARINES. 
(l'a/Iable 9uortllriv.) 

FLAG OFFICERS. Per De,. MASTERS. Pe' De,_ 
Admiral of the Fleet .......................... £3 3 0 To tbe flntlOO on the Lilt (being qualified for 
Admiral ••...•.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l/ t 0 fI.,t or ,ocoDd ral:l,; ....................... £0 7 0 
VI ..... AdmJral ................................. I III 8 To the next IlOO ( g quoll1led for third or 
R .... ditto ......................... ......... I 6 0 fourth reteo) .............................. 0 8 0 

The remalnder, bavlng oerved 6 Vea .. In the 
CAPTAINS. !~Ma.:~:::~~: o~~~Lc::i=d .~~~.r: 

T~e=~ 'ti:~':,f1':~= ':. ~~o~~d. ~~. ~~ 
0 0 

01' 8 MEDICAL OFFICERS. To each of the next 160 ...................... 019 8 P/IsI.'oIan.- After 10 Vea .. ' Service .••••••••• I 1 0 To the reot .................................. 010 8 
'under thet tb.;~'",~ ~~~. :::: :::::: :::::::: 016 0 

COMMANDERS, 010 6 

To eacb of the flnt 160 on the Lilt ....... , .... 010 0 SURGEONS, 
To the remainder .. • ........................ '. 0 8 6 Six Vean' Service .•.•...•..•..•.••.•.••.•. "' 0 8 0 

Undor that time·· .. • ........................ 0 6 0 
LIEUTENANTS. ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 

To eacb ofthe flnt 3110 on the Lilt ............ 0 1 0 Three Veara' Service .•.•..••.....•••.•..•... 0 8 0 
To oach of the next 700 ...................... 0 0 Two yean ....•.........•.........• · .. ·.·.·· 0 II 0 
To the remainder ..... , ...................... 0 6 0 D1.pen.en ................................... 0 6 0 

ROYAL MARINES. CHAPLAINS. 
After 8 Years' Service at Sea, or 10 In Harbour 0 6 0 

Colonel! .................................... OJ, 6 For SIlCh Vear'. longer SenJee than 8 at Sea or Lieutenant-Colonel •..•..........•........• , .• 011 0 10 In Harbour, lid. per dey addlt. till It rNch 010 0 Majon ...................................... 0 9 6 
Captain. ., ....• ' ..................•...•..... 0 7 0 PURSERS. 
Flnt Lieutenant. ot Se.en Yean' .tandlng .... , 0 , 6 To the llrot 100 on the Lilt .................. 0 6 0 
The le.t .................................... 0 4 0 To the next SUO •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 4 II 
~ocond Lieutenant ...... ' .................... 0 3 0 The remnlnder .............................. 0 3 0 

!oj 
11:1 
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till 
!:II 
>'l 
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0 
'Ill 
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As soon as the ship's company have 
been mustered, the captaiI). takes off his 
hat and reads the Articles of War, to 
which, out of respect to this important 
act of parliament, the people listen in 
like manner uncovered. As I shall have 
occasion at a future time to enter fully 
into an account of the original intention 
and spirit, as well as the present accepta-, 
tion and practical operation of these Arti
cles, I need say nothing of them now, 
except that almost every one of them' 
assigns the punishment of death to the 
offence specified. Of. course, this degree 
of severity is not observed in one case out 
of many thousands. B~t it is not diffi
cult to shew, at least in naval matters, 
the great utility, and eventual advantage 
to all the parties concerned, of possessing 
in the letter of the law the utmost stretch 
of power. Indeed, there are few things 
in the history of moral or judicial disci
pline more curious, or perhaps more in· 
structive, than the modifications which 
aU penal enactments must of necessity be 
made to undergo in practice. 

On Sunday morning, between breakfast 
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and' divisions, some Captains occupy them
selves in examiiling the weekly reports of 
the expenditure of boatswain's, gunner's, 
and carpenter's stores; and'in going over 
with the purser the account of the remains 
of provisions, fuel, and slop-clothing on 
board. After which he may overhaul the 
midshipmen's log-books, watch, . station~ 
and 'quarter bills, or take a look at their 
school-books. If the ship be in harbour, 
he also glances his eye at their accounts; 
and he generally takes occasion to indulge 
in a little kindly gossip about their mess, 
their love of the sea, and the 'last letters 
they received from home. 

Thus the gallant skipper, as well as his 
gallant crew, has seldom much spare time 
on his hands during the forenoon of Sun
day. I should be right glad, indeed, to 
be informed what day, or hour, or even 
what halfhour,in the whole week, from 
end to end, the captain can fairly call his 
own. Not one! . Every other person on 
board has his hour, or his four hours, or 
his eight hours of rest, and of relief from 
all anxiety; but the poor captain has not 
'a minute. He is the chief over all, it is 
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true; but he pays dearly and deeply for 
thiIl distinction in the shape of heavy re..;. 

spoDSloilities. and perpetual trials of nri
ous kinds. Our poet says. " unea-'"}' lies 
the head that wears a crown" -I am 
quite l'W'e that unburdened never lie the 
shoulders that wear two epaulettes. The 
captain is at all calls, and must be ready 
at all seasous with I'eSOUI'CeS, good or 
bad, to supply the failures or indolence 
of others j while his OW'D fate, fortunes. 
and character. as well as the credit of-the 
senice, and sometimes that of the coun
try, are made to hang upon the instanta
neous nature of his decisions, and upon 
the ~crour and efficiency of his exertions, 
at moments perhaps when his powers are 
nearly exhausted. and his spirit all but 
erushed by sheer fatigue. The simple 
enumeration of a captain of a 1IUUl-Of'
........ ordinary responsibilities, I have often 
thought, would win for his class a degree 
of considerate forbearance. and candid 
allowance for hisdiBieulties. which, per
haps, it has never yet fiUrly received from 
the public. - 14 to such enumeration, a 
notice respecting the duties of each were 
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~fP8 are wanted, in the way of slops, to 
supply worn-Out and condemned clothes. 
, Slops' is the technical name for jackets~ 
trousers, shirts, and other articles of a 
sailors wardrobe, before they have been 
used. They are sent on board in bales 
and boxes by government, and placed in 
charge of the purser. . 

All this is reported in detail to the lieu· 
tenant of the division, who continues walk..;. 
ing backwards and forwards while the 
inspection is going· on, ready to answer 
appeals in the event of any difficulties Or 
doubts arising. He carries in his hand a 
complete list of his division, and of each 
man's clothes; and when the young gen
tlemen under his orders have finished their 
work, and taken down what is wanted, 
the lieutenant goes along the line to inves
b,;,"'Ilte the whole anew. He then collects 
the different memorandums of slops want· 
ed, and proceeds to make his report to 
the captain, who either Banctions or dis
approves of the decision' of the officer, as 
he pleaSes. Frequently the captain him
self goes along the divisions, to look at 
the men's clothing; but the glance which 
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he takes is necessarily of a more cursory 
nature; his object is, to let the men feel that 
he is ready to interfere, ifneed be; but also 
to shew; that unless there is any special call 
for the interposition of his authority, he 
confides in those under him. And it may 
be observed, as a general principle, that 
there is nothing more absurd in itself, or 
in its effects more mischievous to the cause 
of good discipline, than the silly propensity 
some officers have to shew distrust of their 
inferiors in rank, even on occasions when~ 
in point of fact, they have confidence.in 
them. This can arise only frOIn a petty 
feeling' of jealousy, as if the captain was 
afraid honestly to repose in the skill and 
discretion of his officers, lest it should be 
imagined by the men that he himself was 
ignorant of his duty. In this spirit I have 
not infrequently seen captains interfere 
quite wantonly, and actually put things 
wrong which they knew to be right, for 
no purpose but to establish their independ
ence in '8 case where their authority was 
unquestionable, and whl!re their know
ledge was'never called in question, up to 
these moments when their own perversity 
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of temper chose to cast a doubt over it: 
A commander should recollect, that whe
ther it be he himself, or chiefly his officers 
and crew, who perform any useful public 
service, he invariably reaps at least his 
full share of the credit. His real interest, 
therefore, must always be, not merely to 
draw about him the ablest men he can 
induce to follow him, but to allow them 
the utmost latitude of independent action 
and responsibility, and as much of the 
merit of success as possible. If he~r~ 
severe sincerely in this course,. he will 
soon discover, that, by a very curious prin
ciple in our nature, the more he endea
vours to remove the credit from himself, 
or, rather, to divide it handsomely along 
with those who are acting wi1h him, the 
more will he generally find the merit 
given back to himself. 

The converse, it is hardly less useful to 
observe, holds with singular force, and 
even more immediate effect; for when
ever a person in authority wishes to. IQO

nopolise all the credit of what ,b.as ~ 
done, even though he may be fairly en
titled to a large portion of it, the claim 
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is exceedingly apt to be disallowed alto
gether. 

In short, this matter of allotting credit, 
whenever it is viewed in any way but 
one, is perplexed beyond extrication; and 
many a wretched commanding officer have 
I seen floundering and torturing himself, 
and all hands besides, in the vain search 
for a little trashy grain or two of popu
larity: all which, and much mOle. would 
have been freely awarded him, and in 
twenty times the measure, had he only 
let things alone, and been more truly 
disinterested. 

I suspect few people have the smallest 
notion.of what a sailor's wardrobe con
sists. Every one has, indeed, a vague idea 
that he most have a blue jacket and 
trousers, and a low, canvass, shining 
sort of affair, stuck. on one side of his 
head, and called by him a hat. But of 
any further particulars, the shore-goin~ 
world really knows about as little as they 
do respecting the dresses of the Emperor 
of China. HonMJt.Jack, it is very 1me, 
is not much encumbered with clothes; 
and too often his wardrobe sadly resembles 
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that of the Honourable Mr. Dowlas, which 
was so easily transportable in the Honour. 
able Mr. Dowlas's pocket handkerchief. 
Yet if he haTe the opportunity, poor fel
low, and be duly encouraged, he is not a 
little 01 a dandy in his way. 

In a well-regulated ship, a sailor's kit 
consists generally of at least two blue 
jackets, and one pea jacket, which is a sort 
of lumbering shaggy surtout, or curtailed 
great-coat, capable of being wrapped round 
the body, so as to cover the thighs. Why 
it is called a pea jacket, I should be 
glad to be informed by any knowing per
son; and I beg leave accordingly to refer 
the question to that comer of the United 
Service Journal reserved for technical 
queries, .. valuable niche in that ably COIr 

dncted periodical. A Beaman must also 
have two pair 01 blue troUBeJ'S, two pair 
01 shoes, six shirts, lour pair of stock
ings, two Guernsey frocks, made of a sort 
of wOJ'Sted stocking-work, without any 
opening in Cront; two hats, two black 
handkerchiefs, and a cumforter to wrap 
round the throat; together with several 
pair of flannel drawers and waistcoats; 
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for in hot, 'as well as in cold climates, 
and at' all times of the year, the men are 
now encouraged, as much as possible, to 
wear flannel next the skin. -

The above forms the kit of a sailor in a 
ship stationed in high latitudes. On the 
Mediterranean station, or on that of North 
America, there is such a mixture of severe 
'and mild weather, that a larger stock is 
necessary than when the ship is' employed 
exclusively in a cold, or in a hot climate. 
,On the Indian, South American, and 
Wesi Indian stations, which lie almost 
entirely between the tropics,' woollen 
clothing gradually disappears, and the 
men are apt to suffer a good deal on 
returning to colder regions; it being 
hardly to be expected that folks of such 
improvident habits as sailors Will be able 
to take care of articles of dress, for several 
years together, for which they have no 
immediate use. 

I remember a captain, whose ship had 
been often exposed to these alternations, 
amusing his people very much on entering 
the tropics, by directing them to roll up 
all their blue clothes, worsted stockings, 
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~nd 80 on, in neat l?undles, each having 
the name and number, of the person it 
belonged to written on a wooden, ta11y, 
and fastened to it. These being all col
lected, and packed carefully in well-c:1ned, 
water-tight casks, were stowed away in 
the hold, and forgotten, till the pinching 
blasts off Cape Horn made the unpacking 
of the casks a scene of as great joy as 
ever attended the opening of a box of 
finery from Madame Carson's, at a board-
ing-school gala. .P 

In warm climates, the stock of a man
of-war sailor consists of four duck frocks, 
which are more like shirts than any thing 
else, with sundry strings, and touches of 
blue binding about the breast and collar, 
which is generally lined with blue, and 
allowed to fall over the shoulders. It is 
totally contrary to Jack's habits to have 
any thing tight about his throat; and 
one of the chief causes of his invincible 
estrangement from the royal marine corps 
is their stiff-necked custom of wearing 
polished leather stocks. I hardly suppose 
there could be found any motive stropg 
enough to induce a genuine sailor to buckle 
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a permanent collar round his neck with 
any tolerable grace; the alternative of the 
yard - rope would almost be preferable! 
His delight is to place a black or coloured 
silk handkerchief lightly over his neck, 
and to confine its ends across his breast 
by . means of one of the small bones Or 
vertebraa of a shark, which forms a neat, 
white, perforated cylinder. Some very 
prime dandies of the mizen-top fold a part 
of their handkerchief over the shoulders 
and back; but it requires the aid ofa hand
some person, and a good deal of modest 
assurance, to make this tolerable. 

They must also provide themselves with 
four pair of duck trousers, a straw hat 
for fine weather, and a canvass or beaver 
one for squalls, though this need not be 
insisted on. Shoes are not much used, 
except by those whose work lies aloft; 
and prudent hands generally keep a blue 
jacket by them, in case of rain or night
work. It is not a bad rule to muster the 
crew occasionally with blue jackets, even 
in hot weather, to see that such things 
are really in existence. Each man has, of 
course, a. bed, a pillow, and two blankets; 
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sheets are never: .\teard -of. He has also 
two hammocks, olle ot which is slung 
and in use, the other ecrublied, dry, and 
stowed away, ready to be exchanged for 
the dirty one. The hammocks, at the 
time I first went to sea (lS02), were made 
of a coarse brown stuff, which it was diffi
cult, if not impossible, to make white by 
any amount of scrubbing ~ and, what was 
worse, so thick that it was by no means 
easily dried. Now-a-days, they are gene
rally made either of canvass, or of a twilled 
sacking, and, when spread out, measure 41 
feet by 34; but when lashed up, and read, 
for stowing away in the netting, they form 
long sacks, about as big ag a man's body, 
but not tapering to the ends. ' 

In ships where much pains is taken 
to have the hammocks stowed properly, 
they are lashed up, so as to preserve the 
same width all along, and with neither 
more nor fewer than seven turns with 
a well- blacked small lashing, carefully 
passed round at equal intervals. When 
the hammocks are prepared in this way, 
and all made of the same size, (which 
condition may ,be secured by putting 
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them through a ring of given dimensions,) 
they are laid in symmetrical order all 
round the ship, above the bulwark, on 
the quarter-deck. and forecastle, and in 
the waist nettings, along the gangways. 
Each hax;nmock, it may, be mentioned, has 
a separate number painted neatly upon it 
ona small, white, oval patch, near one of 
the comers; so that, when they are all 
stowed in the nettings, a uniform line of 
numbers extends round the ship, and the 
hammock of any man ,who may be taken 
ill ca~ be found by his messmates in a 
moment. The bags, in like manner, of 
~hich each person has two, are numbered 
separately. In rainy weather the ham
mocks are securely covered by painted 
cloths. 

As a seaman's kit generally forms his 
whole property, it ought to be carefully 
preserved, and every possible facility given 
that the service will allow of for his keep
ing it in good order. A captain of any 
consideration will naturally bear in mind, 
that as the comfort and health of the men 
unQ.er his command depend most materially 
upon the,m,annerin which they are clad, 
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and especially upon the damp or dry 
state of their dress, it becomes an im
portant branch of his duty to see that 
their things are taken care of with as 
much exactness as the spare sails, cordage, 
or proVISIOns. It much too frequently 
happens, however, that the unfortunate 
sailors' clothes are more torment to them 
than advantage, and they may think them
selves lucky if they can catch hold of a 
jacket or trousers to shift withal, so eter
nally are they interfered with by some'in
considerate officers. "Pipe the bags up!" 
"Pipe the bags down!'~ "Stow the bags 
afresh!" " Pipe to scrub the bags!" and 
twenty such orders are given in a day in 
some ships, to the endless misery of the 
people. It is, no doubt, necessary that 
the bags should be scrubbed and stowed 
properly, and be piped up and down at 
the proper times and seasons.. But there 
are two ways of doing these things: one, 
which gives the men no more trouble 
than is absolutely unavoidable; the ot~er, 
which harasses and justly provokes them. 
It is not enough to say that they 'must 
submit, whether they like it or not. They 
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will submit, it is true ; but in what temi 
per'? and how will these men work when 
called upon to exert themselves, if they 
are habitually treated with disrespect, and 
exposed to needless, and what I really must 
be allowed to' call impertinent worry '? I 
have even heard of some crack ships, as 
they' are termed, where the poor devils 
were obliged to pipe-clay their bags, to 
make them look white, fursooth ! Why, 
the very idea of pipe-clay (though dear 
to the soul of a royal and loyal marine) 
is gall and wormwood to the taste of 
the Johnnies. Of late years I understand 
there :have been introduced black painted 
water-pt'OOf bags, which are a great com" 
fort to the men. Besides keeping out wet, 
they require no trouble to scrub and dry, 
and, after-all, are fully as clean, and far 
more useful in every respeCt. 

On occasions of such absurd ultra dis
cipline as that just alluded to, when no 
man could rest for a moment,' or get at 
his bag to' take out a jacket that wanted 
mending, or a stocking to dam, the fel
lows used sometimes to give it up- iu 
despair, keep, their clothes in their ham-
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mocks, and, in order to deceive the hawk's 
eye of the first lieutenant, would stuff 
their quintuply cursed bags with shavings 
and lIhakings, and stow them in uninter
rupted peace in the nettings, or wherever 
else it pleased the caprice of the premier 
to have them piled. 

Upon all these proceedings I have only 
one remark to make, which, I am sure, 
will be considered reasonable by every 
officer who has c sincerely at heart the 
good of the service, as the ultimate ainfof 
all his exertions on board. The less the 
men are tormented the better; and al
though it be essential to their health and 
strength that their clothing should be kept 
in good order, and the stock maintained 
at a certain quantity; yet great pains, 
I think, ought to be taken to accomplish 
these purposes at the least cost of inter
ference with what may be termed the do
mestic habits of the· sailors. Heaven 
knows, they have few enough comforts 
which, by any effort of ingenuity in the 
use of language, can be called domestic; 
but such as they have ought to be respect
ed,. or in BOme sense guaranteed to them. 
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The strait-laced habits of OUI' discipline 
forbid any rights or privileges, properly 
so called, to be claimed by the men; and 
there can be no question that this, in the 
long-run, is equally to theii own ad
vantage and to the good of the service, 
as it is to the convenience of the officers. 
Still, there' are many points of indulgence 
which a right-minded captain will perma
nently grant to his people, but without 
binding himself not to interfere, with, or 
change his plans, if he find them not to 
answer, or if he suspect that improper 
advantage is taken of the relaxation al
lowed. 

So many circumstances occur to dis
tinguish one ship from another, that it 
is not. easy to lay down general rules 
for their internal arrangement in these 
matters. What may be judicious in war 
may be hurtful in peace; what might be 
irksome in the highest degree on a roli
tary passage to India, may become abso
lutely necessary in a fleet, or on board 
ships cruising together. A perfectly new 
ship's company, suddenly collected from 
'all the winds of heaven, some of them 
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with a capital stock of clothes, others 
with scarcely a rag to shake in the 
breeze, will require a very different style 
of management for. the first six: or eight 
months, in the . matter of their ward
robes, from what may gradually have be
come necessary with a crew, the members 
of which have been acting together for 
three or four years, and who have fallen 
into regular habits. 

To shew the various 80rts of outfit 
which the men composing a man-of-wtlr's 
crew may be furnished with on first coming 
on board, I shall describe a scene which 
took place on the Leander's quarter-deck, 
off the port of New York, in 1804. We 
were rather short-handed in those days; 
and being in the presence of a blockaded 
enemy, and liable, at half an hour's warn
ing, to be in action, we could not afford 
to· be very scrupulous as to. the .ways and 
means by which our numbers were com· 
pleted, 80 that able-bodied men were 
secured to handle the gun-tackle fallsl 
It chanced one day that we fell in with 

. a ship filled with emigrants; a description 
of vessel called, in the classical dictionary 
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of the cockpit, -an 'Irish guinea man.' 
Out of her we pressed twenty Irishmen, 
besides two strapping fellows from York
shire. and one canny Scot. 

Each of this score of Pats was rigged 
merely in a great-eoat, and a pair of some
thing which might be called an apology 
for inexpressibles; while the rest of their 
nnited wanlrobe could have been stowed 
away in the crown of anyone of their 
hats. Their motives for emigrating to a 
country where mere health and ~r:rth 
of body are sure to gain an independent 
provision, were obrions enough; and I 
mnst say, that to this honr I haye not 
been able to forget the melancholy cry or 
howl with which the separation Qf these 
'hardy settlers from their families was 
effected by the strong arm of power. It 
was a case of necessity, it is true; but 
still it was a ernel e8.."e, and one for the 
exercise of which the officer who put it 
in force deseryes almost as much pity as 
the poor wretches whose feelings and 
interests it became his bounden duty to 
disregard. 

In most admired contrast to this be-
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wildered drove of half-starved Paddies 
stood the two immense, broad-shouldered, 
high-fed Yorkshiremen, dressed in long. 
tailed coats, corduroy breeches, and yel
low·topped boots, each accompanied by 
a chest of clothes not much less than a 
piano-forte, and a huge pile of spades, 
pick-axes. and other implements of hus
bandry. They possessed money also, and 
letters of credit, and described themselves 
as being persons of some substance at 
home.· Why they emigrated they woald 
not tell ~ but such were their prospects, 
that it was difficult to say whether they 
or the wild Irishers were the most to be 
commiserated for so untoward an inteJ'o 
ruption. Be this as it may, it cost the 
clerk half an hour to write down a list 
of their multifarious goods and chattels, 
while a single scratch.of the pen sufficed 
for that of all the Irishmen. 

At last honest Saunders came under 
review. He was a tall, raw-boned, grave
looking personage, much pitted with the 
small-pox, and wearing a good deal of 
that harassed and melancholy air, which, 
sooner or later, settles on the brow of an 
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assistant to a village pedagogue. He was 
startled, but not abashed, when drawn to 
the middle of the deck, and asked, in the 
presence of fifty persons, what clothes and 
other things he possessed 1 Not choosing 
at first to betray .his poverty, he made 
no answer, but looked round, as if to 
discover where his chest had been placed. 
He then glanced at his thread-bare sleeve 
and tattered shoon, with a slight touch 
of dry and bitter humour playing about 
the ,corners of his mouth,. and a faint 
sparkle lighting up his gray and sunken 
eye, as he returned the impatient official 
stare of the clerk, who stood, pen in hand, 
ready to note down the items. 

" Don't be frightened, man," said the 
-captain; ". no one is going to hurt you, 
your things are quite safe. What does 
your property consist of?" 

" A trifle, sir,a trifle," quoth poor 
Sawney; " fourpence ha'penny and an 
auld knife! " 
" Before concluding this subject, it may 

perhaps be useful to remark, that unless 
in those cases where such a measure is 
absolutely necessary, (and I admit there' 
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are some), the aetnal examination and 
minute recording of the men's clothes 
might, in general, be advantageously dis
pensed with. Let any gentleman ask him
self how he would like to have his drawers, 
boxes, and writing-desks, rummaged once 
a month, and a list taken of all his odds 
and ends 1 The cases are not strictly 
parallel, to be 8ure; still, we must allow 
some human feelings to old Jack, who, 
with all the roughness of his exterior, is 
acutely sensible to kindness. At all eveRts, 
I never could persuade myself that there 
was not more harm than good done by 
the act of tumbling out, and taking a 
detailed list of every shirt, trousers, and 
pair of shoes. These clothes' musterings 
often looked to me like a sort of inqui
sitorial flPying and prying into matters 
with which, although we certainly have 
some concern, we have not quite so much 
as we now and then are apt to take upon 
U8. I have, indeed, occasionally fancied 
I saw traces. of irritation and wounded 
pride amongst the men, when all their J.it,. 
tIe knic-knacs, every hat, hose, and hand
kerchief, or old shoe, was examined into 
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and noted down, to be reproduced that day 
month, orits absence accounted for. 

I tried a middle sort of course in my 
own· ship, which appeared to answer all 
the purposes required. From time to 
time the men were ordered to bring their 
bags to divisions, and. to spread out their 
clothes to air on the deck, over the guns, 
along the hammock.,. nettings, or in the 
rigging. In this way the officers and 
mids, who passed repeatedly up and down 
the line, had opportunities enough, if iliey 
did their duty, to see that all the clothe~ 

• were clean, dry, and ill good order. When 
any man's things were observed not to be 
in the condition demanded by the regula
tions of the ship, or he was found ragged 
in his clothes, or not properly dressed. 
then such delinquent was no longer in~ 
dulged with the exemption, but had his 
kit subjected to a daily, or weekly, or 
monthly scrutiny, II.S the case might be. 
As long as he was in this predicament, 
he was obliged to exhibit every article 
in proper condition, and was not at li
berty, without asking leave, to destroy 
even such worn-out .things as an old Jew 
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clOthe~man would turn up his beard at. 
I took care that no part of this surveil
lance should be talked of as a punishment, 
although, unquestionably, it was intended, 
and felt as such; -bui studied rather to 
give it the character of a necessary duty 
in the instance of individuals who, if not 
80 watched, would, by their misconduct, 
hurt the general discipline of the ship. 
I t was very seldom that anyone exposed 
to such drilling for a mouth or six weeks 
ever brought himselfwitbin the range-of 
its humiliation a second time. 

Although it is going a little out of the 
way, I may remark, that in these, and 
indeed in all other cases, it is never wise 
to convert any necessary task into a 
pu~hment; for no duty, however disa
greeable, should be rendered disgraceful ; 
because the time may come when the work 
in question must be done, though there 
may happen to be no- offender ready to 
employ upon it. 'Ye must then either 
cast about to discover faults to fit the 
duty required, which is always a very. 
bad practice; or it we do not adopt 
this unworthy line, we must call upon 
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good men to turn their hands to duties 
rendered despicable by having been pre
viously allotted as appropriate tasks to 
culprits. 

In concluding these remarks on a de
partment of the service which is hanlly 
dreamed of by shore-going folks, it may 
be observed, that in mustering clothes, 
stowing hammocks, cleaning decks, and in 
sundry other internal operations, although 
the attention of a thorough-bred, right
headed. and right-hearted officer, ought to 
be directed to the most complete accom
plishment of purposes which the usage of 
the service requires; yet, in the execution 
of these objects. he should never cease to 
recollect, that the less he worries the men, 
and the less trouble he gives them beyond 
what experience has shewn to be abso
lutely inevitable, the better will the work 
be done. He will also find. that when he 
acts on such considerate principles, the 
happier and more contented his people 
will become, and the more certainly he 
.may reckon upon their future exertions 
on those momentous and trying occasions 
which fall beyond the limits of mere 
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routine; such as actions, shipwrecks, and 
long-continued privations; when the hearty 
co-operation of the ship's company and 
officers becomes indispensable to success, 
perhaps to the very existence of the ship, 
and all hands on hoard of her. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SAtLORS' PETS. 

A DOG is the most obvious and natural 
pet for a gentleman; but still, a dog, 
with all his familiarity, is a selfish sort of 
companion, for he generally bestows his 
whole sociability either upon his master, 
or his master's servant who feeds him, or 
upon his master's friend who accompanies 
him to the fields. To all others he is not 
only cold, but often surly and impertinent. 
This, indeed, would matter little, if there 
were not unfortunately a proverb extant, 
which has led perhaps to more squabbles, 
duels, and other uncharitableness, than 
most other causes of dispute. This pug
nacious proverb, "Love me, love my dog," 
being interpreted, signifies, "If you kick 
my dog, I kick you." Then follows, if 
not the kick, words which hurt honour 
quite as much, and in the end too often 
draw away the life-blood of warriors who, 
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but Cor some ma~"Y cur, might have 
fought themselves into companionship in 
public usefulnellS and Came with ' Duncan, 
Howe, or J arns.' 

No dog, therefore, can ever become a 
very general Cavourite of the crew; for it 
is 80 completely his nature to be exclu
sive iu his regards, that were a whole 
pack of hounds on board, they would not 
be enough, nor afford a tenth part of the 
amusement, I may almost call it occu
pation, which a single monkey serves ou 
to a ship's company. I take good care, 
accordingly, never to be without one in any 
ship I command, on the sheer principle 
of keeping the men employed, in a good
humoured way, when they chance to have 
no specific duty to attend to. It must be 
recollected, that we are often exposed to 
long ~riods of inaction, during which mis
chief is very apt to be brewed amongst 
the people. 

But if a good monkey be allowed to 
run about the ship, I defy anyone to 
continue long in a bad humour. Jacko 
is an overmatch for the demon o£idleness, 
at least if light hearts and innocent diver- . 
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sions he weapons against which.he cannot 
long cOntend. Be this as it maYi I make 
a rule of entering a monkey as speedily as 
possible· after hoisting niy pendant; and 
if a reform takes place in the table of 
ratings, I would recommend a corner for 
the 'ship's I!l0nkey,' which should be 
borne on th~ books for 'full allowance 
of victuals,' excepting only the grog; for 
I have observed that a small quantity of 
tipple very soon upsets him; and although 
there are few things in nature more ridi .. 
culous than a monkey half-seas over, yet 
the reasons against permitting such pranks 
are obvious and numerous. 

It requires some decision on the part of 
the captain to carry through a point of 
this importance, and fairly to establish 
Jacko on board. The first lieutenant, 
who is, .or ought to be, a sort of de~-god 
ailoat, generally sets his face ~"'8inst all 
pets, and ilwearsvengeance upon the 
whole tribe of parrots, squirrels, rabbits, 
pigeons, mongooses, dogs, monkeys, cats, 
and, I am ashamed to say, he occasion
ally extend~ his anathemas even to lady 
passengers! . Supposing, however, that the 
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captain baa authority and strength of mind· 
enough toestabIisG a' monkey on,boardt> 
the rogue.will not have been ten minutes 
• entered' before, he sets to work at" some 
mischief;!for he ,is.theonly true known 
iostance of perpetual motion. 
, When : Lord . Melville,. then First Lord 

of the Admiralty, to .my great surprise and 
delight, put into my hands a commission 
for a ship going to the South American 
station, a quarter of the world I had long 
desired to visit, my first thought wtH!, 
"Where now shall I. manage to find a 
merry rascal. of a . monkey 1" Of course, 
I did not give audible expression to this' 
thought in the First Lord's room; but,on 
coming down stairs, . had a talk about it 
in the hall with my friend, Mr. Nutlaod, 
who laughed, and said, 

"Why, sir, you may buy a wilderness 
of monkeys at Exeter 'Change." 

" True! true!" and off I hurried in a. 
cab, or more probably in a chariot; fol' 
this was some years before the glorioUil 
era. of cabs. Mr.,Cross not only agreed 
j.o spare me, one,or.his choicest and, fun~ 

.I niest animals, but .readily offeredh.is help 
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to eonvey him to the ship, and thus J'&o 

moved a difficulty which had troubled me 
not a little as I rattled along the Strand. 
The idea of taking a monkey in a post
chaise, even had I been travelling in that 
magnificent style, was not very agreeable; 
and it was quite clear, that either as an 
outside or an inside passello<rel' in a ~ae
coach, the tricks of master Jacko would 
soon have got himself and his owner into 
a scrape with the other passengers. I 
mentioned my dilemma to .Mr. Cross. 

.. Lord, sir!" said he, .. there is not 
an animal in the whole world 80 wild or 
fierce that we can't carry about as innocent 
as a lamb; only trust to me, sir, and 
your monkey sliall be delivered on board 
your ship in Portsmouth Barbour as safely 
as if he were your best chronometer going 
down by mail in charge of the master." 

I had some mriosity to see how this 
purpose was to be accomplished, and 
Teturoed &oooain some days afterwards to 
be present at the ceremony of remonl. 
My chattering purcha.."e was thrust, not 

-without many violent struggles and horri
ble grins, fairly into a deal box, and nailed 
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down. A number of holes had been bored 
io the top and sides, not large enough for 
our gentleman to poke his paw through, 
but sufficient to furnish him with air, and 
enable him to discover what was going 
00 in the external world. In this pre
dicament he looked about aa miserable 
as possible, even at home amongst his 
kith and kindred of the ancient menagerie 
at Exeter 'Change, now, alas! demolished. 
When his box or cage was hoisted on the 
top of the Rocket, that fastest and sak5t 
of stage coaches, poor 81. J ago, as the 
sailors called him afterwards, was in such 
an ~O'()ny of terror, that I halIrepented of 
my cruelty in forcing him to emigrate. 

Off he went, however, for the coast; 
and being left without proTisions or water, 
except a few nuts, he was in a famous 
conditiou for his brellkfast next morning, 
when the waterman ferried him off from 
Common Hard to the hulk, on board which 
the officers had just assembled. As the 
ship had been only two or three days in 
commission, few seamen had as yet· en
tered; but shortly afterwards they ~e 
on board in sufficient numbers; . and I 
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have sometimes ascribed the facility with 
which we got the ship manned," not a 
little to the attractive agency of the 
diverting vlloO'llbond recently come from 
town, the fame of whose tricks soon ex
tended over Portsea. He certainly was 
the most· amusing fellow on' board, but 
also the most mischievous; and, I fairly 
grant, as such he became at times a real 
nuisance. 

I need not dwell on the common-place 
tricks of a nautical monkey, as they must 
be well known to every one; such as 
catching hold of the end of the sail
maker's ball of twine, and paying the 
whole overboard, hand over hand, from 
a secure station in the rigging; or his 
. stealing the boatswain's silver call, and 
letting it drop from the end or the cat
head; or his getting into one of the cabin 
pOrts, and tearing np the captain's letters, 
'a trick at which even the stately skipper 

"lsobliged to laugh. 
One of our monkey's grand lUDusements 

was to ,watch some one arranging his 
1 clothes' in his bag. After the stoWIlo<Fe 

-; 'was completed, and every thing put care-
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fully, away, ,he' lV()uld_~teali round, lJ,D.tie 
the strings,;, and,' _having .. openedtq,e 
mouth of· , the bag. ,draw ~orth in, suc
cessioll : everya.rticle ;of, dress, first sm,ell -
to it, theJl.iurn.-.i~.over and over, ~1;ld 
lastly6ingit a.way on the wet deck. .It 
W8samusing enQugh to observe; that. all 
the while he -was ,committing any piece 
of mischief, . he appeared _not only to be 
under the' fullest consciousness of guilt, 
but living in the' perfect certainty that 
he was earning a good sound, drub!Jing 
for his pains. _ Still, the pleasure of doing 
:wrong was so strong and habitual Wi,thin 
him, that he seemed utterly incapable ,of 
resisting the temptation. whenever it f.ell 
in his way. While occupied in these 
misdeeds, he _continued alternately ,chat
tering with terror, and screaming with 
delight at his own ingenuity, till. .the 
enraged owner of. the property bU11>t. ,in 
upon him. hardly.more angry. with Jp.<;ko 
than with his malicious messmatesj, ;w};l.o, 
instead of preventing, rather enco.uraged 
the pillage.. ., ': . '; J4 

. All this was innocent" howev.er,. ,,«:pm
pared to. .the tri~ ""hich, th~, bluC} jlll!~ets 
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taught him to play upon the jolly marines. 
How they set about this laudable piece of 
instruction, I know not j but the antipathy 

-which they established in Jacko's breast 
against the· red coats .was something far 
beyond ordinary prejudice, and, in its 
consequences, partook more of the inter
minable war between cat and dog. 

The monkey, who entered with all.the 
zeal of a hot l'artisan into the designs of 
the. blues, shewed no mercy· to the red 
faCtion, . against whom he had not, in 
fact, the slightest shadow of a real quar.
rel. That trifling circumstance, however, 
seemed, as in graver cases of dispute, 
only to aggravate the hostility, and every 
new day brought a new mode of attack 
upon the unhappy soldiers, who were 
never safe. At first he merely chattered, 
or grinned contemptuously at th~m ; or, at 
worst, snapped at their heels, soiled their 
fine pipe-clayed trousers, or pulled the 
cartridges out of their cartouch-boxes, and 
scattered the powder over the decks; feats 
for: which his rump was sure to smart 
under the ratan of the indignant sergeant, 
to,'whom. the 'party' made their com-



VOYA.GES A.ND TRAVELS. 12i 

plaint. Upon these occasions the sailors 
laughed so heartily at their friend Jacko,· 
as he placed his hands behind. him, and; 
in an agony of rage and pain, rubbed the 
seat of honour, tingling under the ser-. 
geant's chastisement, that, ifhe could only 
have reasoned the matter like a statesman, 
he would soon have distrusted his advan
tage in this offensin but not defensive aUi.:, 
ance with the Johnnies against the Jollies. 
Sometimes, indeed; he appeared to be quite 
sensible of his absurd position; caned jJy 
his enemy, and ridiculed by his friends, 
in whose cause he was suffering. On 
these occasions he often made a run, 
-open - mouthed, at, the' sailors; in return 
for which mutinous. proceeding, he ~as 
sure to get a smart rap over the nose from 
his own party, which more thancounter~ 
poised the anguish at the other extremity 
of hiS person, ,giving ludicrous occupation 
to both his hands, and redoubling the 
shouts of laughter at his. expense. In 
short, poor St. Jagoliterally got what is· 
.cuJTently called monkey's allowance, viz. 
£, more kicks than halfpence." 

In process of time, as Mr. Monkey (' by ~ 
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I~~,.ofthat . bitter monitor, experience, 
gained higher knowledge in the ·art of ma
.rine.warfare and ship diplomacy, he be
£arne much more formidable in his attacks 
.on the' corps,' and generally contrived to . 
keep himself well beyond the reach of the 
sergeant's merciless ratan. One of the fa
vourite pranks of the sailors was to place 
him near the break of the forecastle, with 
a handspike, taken' from the bow-chaser 
gun, in his paws. It was quite as much 
as he could carry, and far more than he 
. could use as a missile against the royals; 
but he was soon instructed in a method 

,of employing it, which always grievously 
annoyed the enemy. Theoretically speak
ing, I presume poor Jacko knew no more 
.of the laws of gravitation, when applying . 
. it to the .annoyance of the marines, than 
.his fl'iends the seamen did of centrifugal 
,a.ction, when swinging round the hand
.leadto gain soundings, by pitching it far' 
,forward into the water; but without snch 
.; scientific knQwledge, both the monkey and 
. ibis.,wicked associates.knew very well, that 
j~. a.: . .handspike, Were held across the top 
of the forecRj;!t1,e ladder., and let go when 



VOYAGES AND If RAVELS. ·123 

a: personwaeabout half-way down it, the 
heels of the 'said individual would be sure 
to bring up, or stop the bar. The unhappy 
'marine, therefore, :whO happened to be 
descending the steps when Jacko let his 
handspike' fall, generally got the skin 
taken off his heels, or his instep, according 
as his rear or his front was turned towards 
the foe. The instant Jacko let go his 
hold, and the law of gravitation: began to 
act, so that the handspike was heard to 
rattle down the ladder, off he j~ed. 
to the bow of, the barge, overlooking 
the spot, and there sat,.· with, his neck 
stretched out, his eyes starting from his 
head, and his lips drawn back, till his 
teeth, displayed from ear to ear, rapped 
against one another like a pair of cas
tanets in a bolero, under the inHuenceot' 
the most ecstatic alarm, curiously' mixed 
up with the joy of complete success. The 
poor wounded Gulpin, in the mea.ritiine, 
rubbed his ankles, as· he fired off a volley 
of imprecations, the only effect of which 
was to increase the number of his ·'audi. 
ence,' grinning' and laughing: in '. 'chorus 
with the' terrifiedn.ischief-monger.,,· '!. 
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. I remember seeing a marine, of more 
than usual activity, and who had before 
been served. this trick, catch hold of the 
end of the weather middle stay-sail sheet, 
hanging from the booms, and, before Jacko 
knew what he was about, succeed in giving 
him such a cut across his sconce as the 
animal never forgot or forgave. Next 
morning the monkey stowed himself away 
behind the pumps, till the same marine 
passed; .he then sprung out, and laid hold 
of him by the calf of the leg; and, in 
spite of sundry kicks and cuffs,. never 
once relaxed his jaws till the teeth met 
amongst what the loblolly boy, in the pride 
of his anatomical knowledge, called the 
, gastrocnemii muscles' of his enemy's leg. 
The cries of' murder!' from the soldier, 
brought the marines, and many of the 
sailors, under the half-deck to the poor 
fellow's rescue; while the author of the 
mischief scuttled off amongst the men's 
feet, chattering and screaming all the 
way. He was not again seen during two 

. or three days; at the end of which, as the 
wounded 'troop' was not much hurt, a 
sort of truce was proclaimed between the 
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red and the blue factions of the ship. 
Doubtless, the armistice was all the be~ 
ter kept in consequence of some tolerably 
intelligible hints from the higher powers, 
that the peace of the ship was no longer 
to be invaded to make sport for those who 
were evidently more idle than they ought 
to be, and for whom, therefore, a little 
additional work might possibly be found. 

Old Jacko, however, like one of the 
weaker states of Europe, whose fate. and 
fortunes are settled by the Protocols ofJhe 
surrounding political giants, was no party 
to these treaties; and having once tasted 
the joys of revenge, he could not keep his 
teeth quiet, but must needs have another 
bite. Upon this occasion, however, he 
kept clear of the corps, and attacked one 
of his oldest and dearest friends, no less a 
personage than the captain of the foretop. 
It was in warm weather, and the men; 
as ·usual, were dining on the main deck; 
the grog had been served out,· and the 
4appy Johnnies were just beginning to sip 
their darling beverage, when Mr. Mis-. 
chief, incessantly occupied in his vocatiou 
of doing wrong, and utterly incapable:of 
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resisting. any good Opep.ing to get himself' 
into a serape, saw the grog-kid of· the_ 
captain o( the top's mess standing by the 
fore-hatchway. So he paced round. as if 
seeking for a bit of bread, .but all the 
while keeping his face turned just 80m 
from the fated grog-vessel. that no one 
suspected his design. On reaching the 
spot his heart began to fail him, but not 
his wickedness; indeed, his was the very 
beau ideal of that character described in 
the satire of Junius, which, "without 
courage enough to resist doing a bad ae
tion, has yet virtue enough to be ashamed 
of it." Whether or not these mixed motives 
influenced old Jacko, I cannot pretend to 
say; but there he sat. chattering, scream
ing, and trembling, as if the sergeant's 
cane had been within an inch ofhis hide. 

",That ails you, my dear Mr. Saint 
James 1" said the captain of the top. 
playfully addressing the monkey. "What 
are you afraid oH Nobody is going to 
hurt you; we are all sailors and friends 
here, man. Not a royal marine is within 
hail of you !" 

At this stage of the colloquy the sly rogue 
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having mustered all his energies, fairly 
grasped the grog-kid in.his· arms, and;, 
making a clean spring from the· ·deck~· 
placed himself, at the first bound, beyond 
the reach of the horror-stricken seaman; 
This exploit was not 80 adroitly performed 
as it might have been if Jacko had been 
less agitated,and one half of the deli
cious nectar in the sailor's cup was.jerked 
out. 

e( You bloody thundering rascal of a 
monkey!" bellowed the astounded to,p
man; "let go the kid, or I'll shy this 
knife at your head !" 

The threat was no sooner uttered than 
executed; for the sailor, without waiting 
to see the effect of his summons, threw 
the knife ; and had not his saintship duck~ 
ed his head, there would have been an 
end oCmonkey.tricks for that cruise. As 
the glittering steel passed before the wick .. 
ed scamp's eyes, the flash deprived him 
of all recollection of the mischief in hand.:' 
with a loud yell, he leaped on the booms, 
and in his terror let the prize slip froOl 
his grasp. It fell on the coaming ofthe' 
hatchway, hung for one instant, and then 
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dashed right down into the· fore-cockpit, 
to the infinite astonishment of the boat
swain's yeoman, a thirsty soul, and fa-· 
miliar with drink in aU its shapes, but 
who declared he never before had tried 
grog in a shower-bath. 

Upstarted the enraged party of seamen 
on their feet. co All hands catch monkey!" 
was the cry ; and in ten seconds the whole 
crew, including the cook with his ladle, and 
his mate with the Tormentors in his hand, 
were seen scrambling on deck. Jacko 
scampered like lightning up the main
stay, and reached the top before any of 
the men, who had mounted the rigging, 
were half-a-dozen ratlines above the ham
mocks. The officers rushed to the quarter
deck, naturally fancying from the bustling 
sounds that a man was overboard; but 
they were soon undeceived by the shouts 
of laughter which resounded from every 
part of the ship, low and aloft. 

For a few moments Jacko sat on the 
main-cap, chattering at such a rate that, 
had it been dark, one of the men said, 
you could have seen the sparks offire from 
his teeth. I do not quite believe this; but 
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certainly 1 never .witnessed ch~~e,-
pression of fear. A dozen me ~~9.~ 
pouring into the ,top, .while tw Nlth'W'~ 
were stealing up the stay. and fo 
five had got into the topmast-shrouds, 
to cut off his retreat in that direction; 
finally, an active fellow leaped from the 
rigging to the topmast, and sliding down 
the well-greased spar, almost plumped on 
the devoted head of this ,master of the 
revels. It was now absolutely necessary 
for Jacko to do something; so he made,.a 
clear run down the main lift to the lower 
yard-arm. 'The gunner's mate, foresee~ 
ing this manreuvre, had sprung to guard 
his department, and had already lain out 
8S far 8S the inner boom iron, with a 
gasket in his hand, and quite cel'tain of 
catching the chase. Not a bit! " A 
gunner's mate catch a monkey 1" The 
fable of the Tortoise and the Hare affords 
but a feeble simile. to characterise such a 
match; and before old hard-a~weather 
and l1is gasket had reached the yard-arm, 
our nimble Mono had trotted half way up 
the leech of the topsail, and was seated 8S 

familiarly on the bridle of the maintop-
VOL. II.-SERIES II. It 
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bowline, as if he had been perched on the 
feathery branch of a cocoa-nut tree, en,,: 
joying the sea-breeze, in his native island, 
amongst the beautiful Cape de Verdes. 

The sailors were now faidy baffled, and 
still more so when the expert rogue chose 
to climb a little higher, and then to walk 
deliberately along the standing part of the 
main-topsail brace to the mizen-topmast 
head; whence, as if to divert himself, or 
force his pursuers to mingle admiration 
with their rage, he made 8. flying leap 
downwards to the peak haulyards, scamp
ering along the single part till he reached 
the end of the gaff. There he sat laugh
ing at a hundred and fifty men and boys, 
employed in the vain attempt to catch one 
monkey! 

SailorS are certainly not men to give up 
a pursuit lightly; but after an hour Qf 
as hard labour as I ever witnessed, they 
were all obliged to relinquish the chase 
from sheer fatigue, and poor Jacko was 
pardoned by acclamation. The captain 
of the foretop, however, a couple of days 
afterwards, more out offun than from any 
ill-will on the old grog score, gave the 
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monkey's ear a pinch, upon which the 
animal snapped at his thumb, and bit it 
110 seriously that the man was obliged. to 
apply to the doctor. 'Vhen this was re
ported to me by the surgeon, I began to 
think my four-footed friend was either 
getting rather too much license, or that 
too many liberties were taken with him, 
so I gave orders that in future he should be 
let alone. Nevertheless, Jacko contrived 
to bite two more ofthe people, one of whom 
was the sergeant, the other the midshi,r
men's boy. These were all wounded in one 
day; and when the surgeon came to me 
next moming, as usual, with the sick-list 
in his hand, he was rather in dudgeon. 

" Really, sir," said he, " this does seem 
rather tQ~ much of the monkey. Here 
are no fewer than three persons in my 
list from bites of this infemal beast." 

" Three!" I exclaimed, and straight
way got angry, partly at my own folly, 
partly at the perversity of my pet, and 
also somewhat nettled by the tone not 
very uureasonably assumed by the doctor. 
"Send Black, the quarter-master, here 
.9irectly!" f.le soon came. 
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. "Don't you take care of the monkey?" 
I asked • 

.. Yes, sir, I do. You gave me charge 
of him." 

"Well! and why don't you prevent his 
biting the people !" 

" I can't prevent him, sir." 
" No! Then throw him overboard !" 

I cried-u Over with him at once! There 
he stands, in charge of the corporal and 
two marines; pitch him right over the 
lee gan",uway. I will not have the ship's 
company killed and wounded at this rate. 
Over with him, I say!" 

The quarter-master moved off to the 
lee gangway, and took the terrified animal 
in his arms; while, on its part, the poor 
creature seemed conscious of its applO3Ch~ 
ing fate, and spread out its arms over the 
seaman's bare breast, as if to supplicate 
his mercy. The old sailor, who looked 
inightily as if he were going to melt upon 
the occasion, cast a petitioning glance to 
Windward every now and then from under 
the edge of his straw hat, as I paced up 
and down the deck, still fuming away at 
the doctor's demi-official reproach. As 



VOYAGES A.ND TBA.VELS. 133 

I saw the fellow wished to say some,. 
thing, I at length asked him whether he 
had any proposal to make respecting his 
wicked and troublesome pet. The old 
man's face brightened up with this pro
spect of a respite for his favourite; and, 
after humming and hawing for a minute, 
he said, 

" It is all owing to these two great 
teeth, sir; if they were out, he would be 
as harmless as any lamb." 

" I tell you what it is," I replied, catch
ing at this suggestion, " I positively will 
not have the whole ship's company driven 
one after another into the sick-list by your 
confounded monkey; but if you choose to 
draw those wild-boar tusks of his, you 
may let him live." 

Few reprieves were ever hailed at the 
foot of the gallows with more joy by the 
friends of a felon than this announcement 
of a commutation of Mr. 81. Jago's sen
tence was received by his affectionate 
companions. Even the marines, though 
constitutionally predisposed &.r:,ooainst him, 
were glad of the change; and I heard 

. the sentry at the cabin-door say," I knew 
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the c.aptain had too much regard for the 
animal to do him an injury." 

Injury, indeed! I question whether 
poor Jacko thought the alternative any 
favour. At all events, his friends seemed 
grievously puzzled how to fulfil the con" 
ditions of his exemption from a watery 
grave; for I could perceive a council of 
war going on upon the lee side of the main 
deck, as to the best method of proceeding 
in the affair of the tusks. 

" Who'll hold the monkey 1" said 
one. 

No answer was made to this. It was 
like the old story of belling the cat; but 
there was no Douglas so bold as to try 
the experiment on Master Jacko, who at 
any time was a powerful animal, and 
would, it was naturally inferred, make 
a tenfold effort when his teeth were the 
objects of attack. 

" Even suppose we could tie the poor 
unfortunate victim," said the quarter
master, " who knows how to pull out 
these great big teeth? We might break 
his jaw in the operation." 

There was a long pause, 
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" I dare say," at length cried one of 
the party, " that the doctor's mate, who 
is a good-natured gentleman, would be so 
kind as to tell us how we can mana,...u-e this 
affair." ~ 

A deputation of the monkey's tiiends 
was accordingly despatched to present a 
humble petition to the surgeon's assistant, 
praying that he would be graciously 
pleased to lend his professional aid in 
saving the jaw, and perhaps the life, of 
one of the most diverting ~crabonds in 
His Majesty's service. ,. 

Fortunately, the assistant medico was 
not one of those priggish puppies who, 
having little professional knowledge to 
balance their own inherent stupidity, fancy 
it neces..~ry to support their ~O'Ility by the 
Ileu-ency of etiquettes alone. He was, on 
the contrary, a young man ofskill, good 
sense, and right feelings, who cared no
thing at all about his dignity when he 
could be of any use; or rather, who left it 
to take care of itself, without thinking of 
any thing but his business. To teU the 
truth, he was so much a lover of his art, 
that he felt secretly tickled with the idea 
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of a new operation, .and. experienced on 
the occasion that peculiar pleasure, known, 
it is said, only to the faculty, when a com
plicated and difficult case falls into their 
hands. He had just mixed a glass of 
grog, after the day's work was done, and 
was eyeing the beverage with that sort of 
serene anticipation' which the sober cer
tainty of waking .bliss is sure to produce ; 
when the deputation made their appea .... 
ance, having first sent in the boy, whose 
arm was still in a sling from the bite of 
the monkey. 

"Are you in a hurry1" said the doctor, 
on hearing the novel petition; for. he 
had nestled himself into the corner of 
the birth, with one foot on the bench, 
the other on the table., and his glass of 
• half-and-half' glowing like amber be. 
tween his eye and the solitary glim of 
those profound regions, those diamond 
mines from which the Hoods and the 
Hardys of times past and times present 
have been drawn up to the very tip-top 
of their profession. 

" Yes, sir," replied the spokesman of 
the party. "There is no time to be lost; 
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for the captain, who is in' a great mge, 
says, if we don't extricate the monkey'il 
grinders, overboard he goes to a cer~ 
tainty." 

"Extricate is not the word, you block. 
head; extract, I suppose you mean. Be
sides, I fancy it is not his grinders whicH 
the captain has ordered to be removed, but 
his eye-teeth, or tusks, as they may fairly 
be called." 

~. Well, sir," said the impatient sea
man, "just as you please, tushes or h,\gh 
teeth, if you'll only be kind enough to 
come and· help us out of this plaguy mess, 
and pave the poor dumb animal's life." 

The quick clatter offeet up the ladders 
gave the signal that the successful deputa. 
tioDwere returning to the anxious party 
assembled between the two gUD8 just abaft 
the gangway-ladder,; and nearly abreast 
the after-hatchway. 

"Stop a little, my men!" exclaimed 
the assistant-surgeon. "How the deuc~ 
am I to operate on that beast unless he 
be held 1 and who is to hold him?" 

"·Oh, I'll lend a hand !" cried i one . 
. " And I, and I!" said a dozen voices. 
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But when the attempt was made, and 
Jacko began to learn that mischief was 
brewing against him, he struggled, and 
snapped, and squealed at such a rate, that 
all chance of a successful result was out 
of the question; while the doctor stood by, 
laughing, and declaring that he was quite 
ready, as soon as the patient was willing 
to submit to the operation; but of this 
there seemed to be very little chance. 

It happened that, the day before, we 
had split the jib in a squall, and the sail
makers were at that moment in the act 
of putting in a fresh cloth. Their usual 
working place, under the half-deck, was 
close to the scene of the monkey's in
tended extrication, as the sailors persk-ted 
in calling it, in spite of the doctor's 
repeated corrections of their technology. 
The sail-maker had just sent for more 
canvass; and as the boatswain's yeoman, 
the very individual on whom the monkey 
had bestowed a shower-bath of grog. de
livered the roll of sail-eloth, one of the 
men said, 

" Why should not we parcel him up in 
a strip of canvass, and so make a regulaf"o 
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built mummy of him; just as I have heard 
tell the old Egyptians, in the times of 
Moses and the Plagues, used to serve 
their favourite cats?" 

This valuable piece of historical lore was 
instantly acted upon; and the sail-maker 
having lent the bolt of canvass, poor Un:' 
fortunate Saint J ago del Cabo Verde was 
enveloped iu the folds, which were passed 
round and round his body, legs, and neck, 
till nothing appeared beyond the package 
but his rueful countenance. He lras 
now laid on the deck, quite helpless, and 
more like a log of wood than Ii living 
thing. 

Wbile these preparations were going on; 
the learned doctor had leisure to consider 
the case more attentively; and it occurred 
to him that it would be needless cruelty to 
draw the poor beast's tusks, and therefore' 
he exchanged that too well-known instru
ment, the dentist's key. for a pair of bone
nippers, with which he proposed merely to 
break oft' the points. 

" I don't exactly know about that," 
said the perplexed quarter-master, when 
the assistant-surgeon explained his views 
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of the matter. " The captain said to me; 
~ Draw those Wild bear's tushes out of 
him;' and I am afraid, if they are only 
broken, the monkey may still have a 
chance for going astern." 

" Nonsense, nonsense!" interrupted the 
judicious doctor. "Can you suppose the 
captain wished that any thing should be 
done to the animal but just enough to 
prevent his biting the people 1" 

And, suiting the action to the word, he 
closed the fatal pincers, and nipped away 
the ends of the offending tusks, it is to 
be hoped without causing him any great 
pain. But although poor Jacko probably 
did not suffer much, his rage knew no 
bonnds; and no sooner was the canvass 
unfolded, than he sprung towards the after
hatchway, and catching the sergeant's 
hand in his mouth, closed his jaws with 
all his force. Instinctively the soldier's 
cane -was in the air; but a dozen voices 
roared ont, "He can't bite! He has got no 
tushes left! Don't hit him I" And, SlIre 
enough, although Mr. St. Jago knawed 
and struggled, he could make no impres
sion on the well-tanned fist of the veteranj 
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but, at length, slunk off quite abashed, 
amidst . the shouts .and laugl;tter of the 
crew. 

When the ship came to England, and 
was paid off, I turned over the monkey to 
the boatswain, who always remains in the 
ship, alo~g with .the two other warrant 
officers, the gunner and carpenter. This 
worthy personage used to place his pet 
in the bow of his little punt, as a boat
keeper, when he himself went on shore 
at Common Hard. So exhibited, the 
animal soon attracted notice; and a Yew 
took such a fancy to him, that the .golden 
bribe which he offered in exchange was 
too strong for the boatswain, and Master 
J ackoonce more touched terra firma. 
But- the Israelite, as may be supposed, 
having no other purpose in this transaction 
beyond the limits of gain, Saint Jago was 
not long in finding his way back to his old 
haunts in Exeter 'Change, after an absence 
of nearly three years. The keeper did 
not recognise him; nor was it likely that 
Jacko should claim acquaintance with his 
former master. I happened, however, one 
day, notlong after the .shipw!ls paid p~ 
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to be in attendance upon a party seeing the 
wild beasts, when one of the monkeys set 
up such a chattering in his cage, that he 
attracted the attention of every person 
present, and, amongst the rest, of the 
keeper of the establishment. 

"That animal seems to know you, sir," 
said he to me; and upon going nearer, I 
discovered myoId and mischievous frieud 
grinning with delight. I must own, in ... 
deed, that my heart smote me a little as 
I looked at the broken teeth, while the 
poor fellow held out his paw to catch my 
hand, in the spirit of perfect kindness and 
forgiveness. 

A far different fate, I am sorry to 
record, befell another monkey of mine, 
in another ship, and in a very different 
quarter of the globe. 1 was then in 
command of the Lyra, on the homeward 
voyage from China, after the embassy 
under Lord Amherst had been concluded. 
We touched on our way to Calcutta at 
the Philippine Islands, and, amongst 
other live stock, Jaid in a monkey which 
had seen the world. He was born, they 
assured us, at Teneriffe, bred a~ Cadiz, 
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and had afterwards made the voyage 
across the Pacific Ocean, via Lima and 
Acapulco, to Manilla. This splendid bay 
is the chief station of the Spaniards in the 
eastern world, and has long formed one 
of those links in the vast colonial chain 
which enabled that once powerful nation 
to boast with truth that the sun never set 
on their dominions. Our extensive tra
veUer had made good nse of his time and 
opportunities, and was destined to see a 
good deal more of men and manners, in
deed almost to make out the circuit of the 
globe. We brought him with us through 
the Straits of Malacca to Poolo Penang, 
and from thence carried him across the 
Bay of Bengal to Calcutta and Madras. 
'Ve next visited together the Isle of France ; 
the Cape; and, lastly, St. Helena, at the 
very time the Ex-emperor of tlie world 
resided there. 

This distinguished monkey differed in 
one important point from the last, 'whose 
adventures have just been related; for he 
had a particular liking for the marines, 
who caressed and fed him, and sometimes 
even ventured to teach him to playoff 
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tricks on Jack, which the sailors promised 
ene day to pay back with interest on the 
soldiers. In so diminutive a vessel as a 
t.en-gun .brig, there is but a small party 
of marines, merely a sergeanfs guard, 
and no commissioned officer, otherwise I 
hanily think the following trick would 
have been attempted. 

It has been already mentioned, that on 
Sundays the ship's company are mustered 
at divisions, ranged on either side of the 
deck. Eyery man is then dressed in his 
very best togs, shaved, and trimmed up as 
gaily as possible. The marines, of course, 
sparkle abaft as brightly as polished metal, 
scarlet cloth, and the eternal pipe-clay, 
can make them. When all are reported 
present. the captain walks slowly and 
solemnly round, eyeing each man from 
head to foot, to detect a spot of dirt, or a 
thread openiug at a seam, and peering 
under the breast of every gun to discover 
&Owe neglected delta of uuwashed-away 
sand; in short. to see that all is right an.! 
tight, or ' shi~shape and Bristol fashion;' 
a term, by the way, of which I know nol 
the origin. 
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One day, while going these formal 
rounds, I came to a figure which at first 
sight puzzled me not a little. This was no 
other than our great traveller the monkey, 
rigged out as a marine, and planted like 
a sentry on the middle step of the short 
ladder, which, in deep-waisted vessels, is 
placed at the gangway, and reaches froIQ 
the deck to the top ofthe bulwark. The 
animal was dressed up in a complete suit 
of miniature uniform, made chiefly of the 
coloured buntin used for flags, with sundry 
bits of red baise purloined from the ~r
penters. His regimental cap was con
structed out of painted canvass; and under 
his lower jaw had heen forced a stock of 
pump-leather, '80 stiff in itself, and so 
tightly drawn back, that his head was 
rendered totally immovable. His chin, 
and great part of the cheeks, had been 
shaved with 80 much care, that only two 
small curled mustachios and a respectable 
pair of whiskers remained. His hair be
hind being tied back tightly into a queue, 
the poor devil's eyes were almost startinlJ' 
from his head; while the corners of hl; 
mouth being likewise tugged towards the 
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ears by the hair:-dresser~so'perations, th~ 
expression ofhis countenance became iITe
sistibly ludicrous. The astonished recruit's 
elbows were then brought in contact and 
fastened behind by a lashing, passed round 
and secured to the middle step of the lad
der, so that he could not budge an inch 
from his position. One of the ship's pis
tols, fashioned like a musket, and strap
ped to his shoulder, was tied to his left 
hand, which again had, been sewed by 
the sail-maker to the waistband of his 
beautifully pipe-clayed trousers; in short, 
he was rigged up as a complete sea-soldier 
in full uniform. 

As the captain and his train approach
ed, the monkey began to tremble and 
chatter; but the men, not knowing how 
their chief might relish the joke, looked , 
rather grave, while, I own, it cosb me. ~ 
no small official struggle to keep down 

: a laugh. I did succeed, however, and 
'merely said, in passing, " You should not 

play these tricks upon travellers; cast him 
loose immediately." One of the men 
pulled his knife from his breast, and cut
ting the cord which fastened the poor 
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SpanianI to the ladder, let him scamper 
oft'. Unluckily for the gravity of the 
officers, however, and that of the crew, 
Jacko did not run below, or jump into 
one of the boats out of sight, but made 
straight for his dear friends the marines, 
drawn up in line across our little hurri
cane-house or a poop. Unconscious of 
the ridicule he was bringing on his mili
tary patrons, he took up a position in 
front of the corps, not unlike a fugle
man; and I need hardly say, that eve. 
the royals themselves, provoked though 
they were, now joined in the laugh which 
soon passed along the decks, and was 
with difficulty suppressed during the re
mainder of the muster. 

A day or two afterwanIs, and while the 
monkey was still puzzled to think what 
was the matter with his chin, he happened 
to observe the doctor engaged in some 
chemical process. .As his curiosity and 
desire for information were just such as 
ought to characterise a traveller of his 
intelligence, he crept gradually from chest 
to chest, and from bag to bag, till he 
arrived within about a yanI of Apothe-
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caries' Hall; as that part of the steerage 
was named . by the midshipmen. Poor 
Mono's delight was very great as he ob
served the' process of pill-making, which 
he watched attentively while the ingr~ 
(pents were successively weighed, pound
ed, and formed into a long roll of paste. 
All these proceedings excited his deepest 
interest. The doctor then took . his 
spreader, and cut the roll into five pieces, 
each of which. he intended to divide into 
a . dozen pills. At .this stage of the pro
cess, some one called the pharmacopolist's 
attention to the hatchway. The instant 
. his back was ,turned, the monkey darted 
on the top of the medicine-chest, snapped 
up all the five masses of pill stuff, stowed 
them hastily away in his pouch, or bag, 
at the side of his lllouth; scampered on 
deck, and leaped into the ·main rigging, 
preparatory toa leisurely feast upon his 
pilfered treasures. 
. The doctor's ,first feeling was that of 
IUlger at the 'abstraction of his medicines; 
~but in the next instant, recollecting that 
:~l~ss 'immediate steps were taken. the 
. poor animal nius~ inevitably be poispned, 
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he rushed. on deck, without coat or hat, 
and knife in hand, to the great surprise 
and scandal of the officer of the watch. 

" Lay hold of the monkey, some of 
yOU!" roared the doctor to the people; 
" Jump up in the riggiI;lg, and try to get 
out of his pouch a whole mess of my stuff 
he has run off with !" 

The men only laughed, as they fancied 
the doctor must be cracked. 

" For any sake," cried the good-natured 
physician, "don't make a joke of this 
matter. The monkey has now in his jaws 
more than a hundred grains of calomel, 
and unless you get it from him, he will 
die to a certainty!" 

Literally, the quantity Jacko had pur
loined, had it been preseribed, would have 
been ordered in these terms: 

R Hydrargyri submuriatis, 3ij. (Take 
of calomel 120 grains !) 

This appeal, which was quite intelli
gible, caused an immediate rush of the 
men aloft; but the monkey, after gulping 
down one of the lumps, or twenty-four 
grains, shot upwards to the top, over the 
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:rail 'of which he displayed his shaven 
. countenance,and,aS if in' scorn 'Of their 

'impotent efforts to catch him, pluck~d an
other lump from his cheek, and swallowed 
it likewise; making four dozen grains to 
begin with. The news' spread over the 
ship;· and all hands" marines inclusive, 
most of whom had never been farther in 
the rigging than was necessary to hang 
up a wet shirt to dry, were seen struggling 
aloft to rescue the' poor' monkey from' his 
sad fate. All their exertions were fruit
less; for just as the, captain of the main
top seized him by the tail, at the starboard 
royal yard-arm, he was cramming the last 
batch of calomel down his throat! 

It would give needless pain to describe 
the effects of swallowing the whole of this 
enormous prescription. Every art was 
resorted to within our reach in the shape 
of antidotes, but all in vain. The stomach
. pump was then, unfortunately, not invent
··ed}· . Poor Jacko's sufferings,' of course, 
were great: first, he lost the use of his 
limbs, then 'he became blind,'next Fara-

I .lytic; and,· in short,' he presented, at the 
., end (lfthe:week, such &; dreadful spectacle 
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of pain, distortion,. and rigidity of lim.b, 
that I felt absolutely obliged to desire that 
he might be released from his misery, ,by 
being thrown into the sea. This was ae-

, cordingly done, when the ship' was goiJJ.g 
along, for the British Channel, at the rate 
of.seven or eight k.nots, with a fine fair 
wind. Very shortly afterwards it fell calm, 
and next day the wind drew round to the 
eastward. It continued' at ,that point' till 
we . were bloWn fifty leagues back, ,and 
kept at Ilea 80 much longer than we h~J 
reckoned upon; that we were obligea' 'to 
reduce our daily allowance of provisions 
and water t? a most painfully small quan
tity. The sailors unanimously ascribed 
the whole of our bad luck to the circum
stance of the monkey being thrown over
board. I had all my nautical life been 
well aware that a cat ought never to be 
so treated; but never knew, till the fate of 
this poor animal acquainted me with the 
fact, that a monkey is .included in J :tek's 
superstition~ ,,' 11 

-. In the same vessel, and;on- the 'sable 
voyage to China, the sailors had -another 
pet, ,of a very singular description} !viz. rI' 
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pig-literally a grunter: nor do I believe 
there ever was a favourite more deeply 
cherished, or more sincerely lamented after 
her sm.,aular exit. On our sailing from 
England, six little sows, of a peculiarly 
fine breed, had been laid in by my stew
ard. In the course of the voyage, five of 
these fell nuder the relentless hands of 
the butcher; but one of the six, being 
poEsessed of a more graceful. form than 
belonged to her sister swine, and kept 
as clean as any lap-dog, was permitted to 
run about the decks, amon",ast the goats, 
sheep, dogs, and monkeys of our little ark. 
The occurrence of two or three smart 
gales of wind off the Cape of'Good Hope, 
and the nuceremonious entrance of sundry 
large seas, swept the decks of most of 
our live stock, excepting only this one 
pig, known amongst the crew by the pet 
name of Jean. During the bad weather 
off the Bank of ~auilhas, her sowship 
was stowed in th.e launch on the booms, 
and never seen, thongh often enough 
heard; but when we hanled up to the 
northward, and once Ulore entered the 
trade-winds, on our course to the Straits 
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of Sunda, by whicheritfance we 'proposed} 
to gain the Java sea, Miss Jean wasag~ 
allowed to range about the decks at large,' 
and right happy' sh~ seemed, poor lady, 
to exchange the odious con6nement of the: 
long-boat for the' freedom of the open 
waist. ' . 

In warm latitudes, 'the men, as I have 
mentioned before~ generallY' take' 'their 
meals on deck, and it was Jean's grand 
amusement, as well' as business, to cruise 
along amongst 'the messes, poking her 
snout into every bread-bag, and very 
often she scalded her tongue in the soup-: 
kids. Occ~ionally, the sailors, to shew 
the extent of their regard, amused them
selves by pouring'li. drop of grog down 
her throat. I never saw her fairly drunk, 
however, but twice;' upon which occasions, 
as was to be 'expected, she acted' pretti 
much like a human being in t~e same 
hoggish predicament.: Whethet it waS 
owing to this high feeding, or to'the·co:ft·2 
stant scrubbing which' herhide'recei~ea' 
from sand, brushes~ and holysione;, I knowl 

not, but she certainly grew and Honrishecf 
at a most astoniShing, rate, t and 'every 'daY' 
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waxed more and more impudent and im
portunate at the dinner-hour. I saw a 
good deal of this familiarity going on, but 
bauno idea of the' estimation Jean was 
held in, till one day, when we were about 
half-way across the China Sea, and, all 
our stock of sheep, fowls, and ducks; was 
expended, I said to the steward, " You 
had better kill the pig, which, if properly 
managed, will last till we reach Macao." 

The servant stood for some time fum
bling with his hair, and shufHing with his 
feet, mumbling something to himself. 

" Don't you hear 1 " I as~ed. "Kill 
the pig; and let us have the fry to-day; the 
head, with plenty of Port wine, as mock
turtle soup, to-morrow; and get one of 
the, legs roasted for dinner on Saturday." 

Off he went; but in half an hour re
turned, on some pretence or other, when 
'he took occasion to ask, 

: '"'Did you say Jean was to be killed, 
"sir 1" 
'j' ;C~ Jean! Who is Jean ?-Oh, now,' I 
iremember; tlrepig. Yes,certainly. Why 
'doy-ou bother and boggle so about killing 
?pig'1'~I,. " :;" " ' ' .' ., " -" 
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IC The ship's company,:sir7""" 
" Well; what have the ship's company 

to say to my pig 1" 
" They are very fond pf Jean, sir." 
"The devil they are! Well; what 

then 1" 
"Why, sir, they wOQ.ld take it as' a 

great kindness if you would not order her 
to be killed. She is a great pet, sir, and 
comes to them.,when they call her by 
name, like a dog. They have taught her 
not to venture .. abaft the mainmast; but 
if you only call her, you'll see that what 
I say is true." 

" Indeed! I'll soon try that experi
ment;" and seized my hat to go on deck. 

" Shall I tell the butcher to hold fast 1" 
asked Capewell. 

"Of course I " I exclaimed. H Of 
course! " 

Off' shot the steward like an arrow; 
and I could soon distinguish the.~ff'ect of 
the announcement, by the intermissioQ.. of 
those' horrible screams, wwch' ~vel'. attend 
the execution of the pig ~ribe" all w,hi,ch 
BOunds were instantly .terminate4:. O)l. ,the 
seizings being cut that tied poor J eazr ~ legs. 



156 FRAGMENTSOP 

On reaching the quarter-deck, r told 
what had passed to the officer of the 
watch, who questioned its propriety a little, 
I thought, by the tone of his answer. I, 
however, called out "Jean! Jean!" and 
in a' moment the delighted pig came pran,. 
cing along. So. great, in fact, was her 
anxiety to answer the. call,. as if to shew 
her sense of the trifling favour I had just 
conferred upon her, that she .dashed to.. 
wards us. tripped. up the officer's heels, 
and had I not caught him, he would have 
come souse on the deck. Even as it was, he 
indulged in a growl, and muttered out; 

" You see, sir, what your yielding to 
such whilI).s brings upon us." . 

I said nothing, and only took. care in 
future to caution my friends to mind their 
footing when Jean was summone4 aft, 
which, I allow, was very often; for there 
was no resisting the. exhibition to all 
strangers of I!uch R. patent pet as tbis. 
To the Chinese .in particular our. comical 
favourite became an. object of the highest 
admiration, for the.natives of the celestial 
empire soon recognised in this happiest 
of swine the celebrated breed of their own 
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country. l\Iany a broad hint I got as to 
the acceptable nature of such a present, 
but I was deaf to them aU; for I felt that 
Jean now belo~o-ed more to the ship's com
pany than to myself, and that there was a 
sort of ob~l71ltion upon me neither to eat 
her nor to give her away. 

Under this tacit guarantee she gained so 
rapidly in size, fat, and other accomplish
ments, that, on our return to China, after 
visiting Loo Choo and other islands of the 
Japan Sea, the gentlemen of the fa\=,tory 
would hardly credit me that this huge 
monster was the same animal. In talk-

. ing of Jean's accomplishments, I must 
not be understood to describe her as a 
learned pig; for she could neither play 
eards, solve quadratic equations, nor per
form any of those feats .which enchant 
and astonish the eyes of the citizens C?f 
London and elsewhere, where many do~ 
and hogs are' devoutly believed to be 
vested with a degree of intelligence rathet 
above than below the average range of 
human intellect. Far from· this, hon~i 
Jean could do little or· nothing mo~ 
than eat, drink. sleep, and grunt; in whlcli 
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respects she was' 'totally unrivalled, and 
the effect of her proficiency in these cha
racteristic qualities 'became daily more 
manifest; At first, as I have mentioned, 
when her name was called from any part 
of the ship, she would caper along, and 
dash impetuously np to the group by whom 
she was summoned. But after a time she 
became so excessively fat and lazy, that 
it required many a call to get her to 
move, 'and the offer of a slice of pine
apple, or a handful of lychees, or even· 
the delicious mangosteen, was now hardly 
enough to make her open her eyes, though 
in the early stages of the voyage she had 
been but too thankful for a potato, or the 
skin of an apple. As she advanced in 
fatness, she lost altogether the power of 
walking, and expected' the men to bring 
the good things of their tables to her, in
stead of allowing her to come for them. 
This was cheerfully done·; and though 
the only shew of gratitude was a grunt, 
it was taken as a full recompense for aU 
trouble oli her account. 

At the time of Sir Murray Maxwell's 
attack on the batteries of Canton, the 
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Lyra, under my command, was lying at 
Macao, and during our stay the brig was 
visited by many of the Chinese autho
rities. We were also watched by a fleet 
of men-of-war junks, and had some rea
son to suppose that we might have a 
brush with them. In that event, I think 
our worst chance would have consisted in 
the enthusiasm with which the Chinese 
admiral, captains, and crews, would have 
fought to have put themselves in p0sse&

sion of such a prize as Jean, an object of 
infinitely greater attraction to them than 
any thing else we had on boanl, though by 
this time 8undry of the good dame's facul
ties had failed her. Both her eyes were 
b~aed up by huge bolsters of fat, whichad-· 
mitted only a slender chink of light between 
them. As she had long lost the power of 
locomotion, she generally lay flat on her 
side all day long, giving out a low sort 
of grunt for more food about once every 
hour. At this stage of her happiness, 
two, of her legs ouly touched the deck., 
the others being rigged out horizontally; 
but as she became fatter and fatter, the 
upper pair of legs gradually formed an 
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angle with the horizon, and eventually 
assumed the position of 45°. The lowe. 
legs next began to leave the deck, as 
the rotundity of her corporation became 
greater; till, at len.,oth, all four legs were 
erected towards the heavens, and it be
came a source of discussion amongst the 
curious, as to which side she was actually 
lying upon. 

While things were in this interesting 
position, I received onlers to get under 
weigh, and run up the Canton river to 
Wampoa. Off we set, escorted by the 
Chinese fleet of a dozen sail of junks. 
The wind was against us, but we soou 
beat up to the Bogue, and passetl, un
harmed,.the batteries, which, to .u.se-Lonl 
Nelson's expression, Captain :Maxwell had 
made to fook very like a plum-pudding. 
The water in the enormous river of Can
ton was as smooth as that in the Pool 
abreast Rotherhithe. The country on both 
sides being a dead flat, with the St'.D bright 
and hot, though it was mid-winter, we 
appea~.to be navigating amongst rice
fields and cani-brakes,· lind almost as if 
we had been towed along a huge canal in 
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a wild Bnd 8wampyconntry. There was 
nt) wind, 80 that our sails could avail no
thing; but the tide was draining upwards. 
and, as a number of the Indiamen's boats 
assisted in towing us, we reached our an
chorage before night. During this gen
tlest of all navigations, even the slight 
motion caused by bracing the yards about, 
as the faint puffs of wind came to us over 
the paddy-fields, seemed to disturb the rest 
(very nearly being eternal) of poor old 
Jeany. A hollow, difficult, feeble moan, 
hardly a grunt, gave token of her imp a'" 
tience when a rope came too near her, or 
when a party of the sailors, running away 
with the jih-haulyards, tripped over her 
huge carcass. . 

We had scarcely anchored at Second 
Bar, in the midst of the grand fleet of Tea 
ships, when we were boarded by a host of 
Chinese mandarins and Hong merchants, 
wearing all the variety of buttons by which 
ranks are distinguished in that well~lassi
fied land. This was not to compliment 
us, or to offer us assistance, or even to 
inquire 'Our business. One singl~ object 
seemed to engage all their thoughts and 
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animate the curiosity oC half the province 
oC Quantung. The Came oC our Cat sow 
Jean, in short, had Car outrun the speed oC 
the Lyra, and nothing was heard on el"ery 
hand but the wondering exclamations oC 
the natil"es, screaming out in admiration, 
" High-yaw! High-yaw!" 

We had enough to do to clear the ship 
at night oC these our visitors, but we were 
by no means left in solitude; Cor the Lyra's 
anchorage was completely crowded with 
native boats. The motive oC all this atten
tion on the part oC the Chinese was not 
merely pure admiration oC Jean, as we at 
first suspected; Cor when the decks came 
to be washed next morning, and two or 
three dead ducks were thrown overboard, 
a rush oC a dozen boats took place towards 
the spot, and there was a battle royal on 
the river Cor the precious property • Upon 
inquiry, we Cound that Coreign ships were 
always surrounded by the boats from Can
ton, where the state oC want appears to be 
so great, that the people e&",ooerly seek after 
the smallest morsels oC fuod, and struggle 
with the keenest avidity to catch dead 
stock oC any kind thrown overbOard. 
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~ at once explained the manellous 
degree of attention with which we had 
been honoured; Cor the acute Chinese, 
skilled especially in hog's flesh, saw very 
well that our pet pig was not long for this 
world, and knowing that if she died a 
natural death, we should no more think 
of eating her than one of our own crew; 
and having gues..~ also that we had no 
intention of' killing her to save her life,' 
they very reasonably inferred, that ere long 
this glorious bonne bouche would be at 
their disposal. ,. 

Our men, who soon got wind of this 
design on the part of the Chinese, be
came quite outrageous Iloaainst Fukee, as 
the natives are called, and would hardly 
permit any visitors to come near their 
favourite, lest they should accelerate her 
inevitable fate by poison. At len",uth poor 
dear Jean gave token of approaching dis
solution; she could neither eat, nor drink, 
nor even grunt; and her breathing was 
like that of a broken bellows: in short, 
she died! Every art was taken to conceal 
the melancholy event from the Chinese; 
but somehow or other it got abroad, for 
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the other English ships were deserted, and 
long before. sunset a dense mass of boats, 
like a floating town, was formed astern 
and on both quarters of the Lyra. 

The sailors now held a grand consulta
tion as to what was to be done; and after 
much discussion, and many neat and ap
propriate speeches, it was unanimously 
resolved, that the mortal remains of the 
great sow now no more should be deposited. 
in the mud of the river of Canton, in such 
a way that the most dexterous and hungry 
inhabitant of the celestial empire should 
'not be able to fish her up again. 

As soon as it was quite dark, and all 
the Clrinese boats sent, as usual, beyond 
the circle limited by the ship's buoys, the 
defunct pig's friends set to work to pre
pare for her obsequies. The chief object 
was to guard against the ravenous natives 
hearing the splash as she went overboard; 
and next, that she should not afterwards 
float to the surface. The first point was 
easily accomplished, as will be seen pre
sently; but there was a long debate, in 
whispers, amongst the men, as to the most 
'expedient plan of keeping the body of their 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 165 

late pet from once more shewing her snout 
above the stream. At length it was sug-. 
gested . by the coxswain of one of the 
boats which had been sent during the 
morning to sound the passage, that as the 
bed of the river where the brig lay con~. 
sisted of a deep layer of mud, it would be 
a good thing if Jean's remains could be 
driven SQ far into this soft stratum asta 
lie below the drags and hooks of the 
Chinese. 

Thill advice was much applauded, awl 
nt once acted upon with that happy faei..; 
lity of resource which it is the pride of 
the profession to have always in store fOJ! 
small as well as for great occasions. The 
dead sow was first laid on its back, and then 
two masses of iron balla..'!t, being placed 
one on each side of the cheek, were lashed 
securely to the neck and shoulders in such 
a manner that the ends of the kentlage 
met across her nose, and formed, as it 
was very properly called, an extra snout 
for piercing the mud. 

When all was ready, the midship car
ronade was silently dismounted, the slide 
unbolted, and the whole removed out of 
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the way. Jean's enormous corporation 
being then elevated, by means of capstan 
bars and handspikes, was brought on a 
level with the port-tiill. A slip-rope was 
next passed between her hind legs, which 
had been tied together at the feet; and 
poor Miss P~ggy, being gradually pushed 
over the ship's side, was lowered slowly 
into the water. When fairly under the 
surface, and there were no fears of any 
splash being C8u.....oo by letting her go, one 
end of the rope was cast off, npon which 
the well-loaded carcass shot down perpen
dicularly at such a rate that there could 
be no question of its being immersed a 
fathom deep, at least, in the mud; and, of 
course, far beyond the reach of the disap
pointed Chinese ! 
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CHAPTER V. 

DOUBLING THB CAPB. 

As our merry little ship approached the 
fa .... famed Cape of Good. Hope, I often re
mained on deck after the watch was out, 
feasting my eyes on the sight of constel
latious known to me before only by name, 
and as yet scarcely anchored in my imilgi
nation. In looking either at maps of the 
beaveus, or at celestial globes, as we take 
upon us to call those playthings, we learn 
to distrust the tales which they tell us of . 
a Centaur with two bright· stars at his 
fetlocks j of a Peacock with a forehead 
glowing like Aldebaran; the m~oni.ficent 
south eye of the Bull; or of the huge 
ship Argo ranging across the southern 
heaveus, with a star of the first m~anitude 
flaming in the blade of one of her oars. 
Of COun!e, all sense and experience are, 
in most instances, set at defiance in re
ducing these grand conceptious to terfes.. 
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trial shapes : forms, indeed, are held at 
nought, for the whole nomenclature of the 
stars is expressly one of mere practical 
utility, sprinkled over with that air of 
mystery in which the early voyagers de
lighted to indulge. No one, I suppose, 
seriously expects to see the actual figures 
of centaurs, and ships, and peacocks; yet 
every person must fee~ some curiosity to 
get sight of the combinations of stars which 
had set a-going the active imaginations of 
those enviable fellows their first observers. 
Although few only of these groups or 
clusters can be tortured into any thing like 
definite shapes, the fancy is soon worked 
upon, and easily lends itself to the grace
ful illusion. Each succeeding night, as 
the various clusters rose, crossed the meri
dian, and sunk. again into the western 
waves, we came more and more into the 
way. not only of speaking, but thinking 
of them, under their conventional titles 
of hydras, doves, toucans, phrenixes, and 
flying-fish, not forgetting the enormous 
southern whale, whose beautiful eye, called 
Fomalhaut, while it flames in the zenith
of the Cape, is hardly known to the aStra-
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nomers of this country, from its greatest 
altitude, as seen by them, not being ten 
degrees. 

But of all the Antarctic constellations, 
the celebrated Southern Cross is by far 
the most remarkable, and must, in every 
age, continue to arrest the attention of 
all voyagers and travellers who arefo..,.. 
tunate enough to see it. I think. it would 
strike the imagination even of a person 
who had never heard of the Christian re
ligion; but of this. it is difficult to judp,e, 
seeing how inextricably our own ideas are 
mingled up with associations linking this 
sacred symbol with almost every thought, 
word, and deed of our lives. The three 
great stars 'which form the Cross, one at 
the top, one at the left arm, and one, 
which is the chief star, called Alpha, at the 
foot, are 80 placed 8S to suggest the idea 
of a crucifix, even without the help of a 
small star, which completes the horizontal 
beam. When on the meridian, it stands 
nearly upright j 8.nd as it sets, we observe 
it lean over to the westward. I am not· 
sure whether, upon the whole, this is not 
more striking than its gradually becoming 

..-: 
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more and more erect as it rises from the 
east. In every position, however, it is 
beautiful to look at, and well calculated, 
with a little prompting from the fancy, to 
stir up our thoughts to solemn purpose. 
I know not how others are affected by 
such things; but, for ·myself, I can say 
with truth, that during the many nights 
I have watched the Southern Cross, I· re
member no .two occasions when the spec
tacle interested me exactly in the same 
way, nor anyone upon which I did not 
discover the result to be somewhat dif- . 
ferent, and always more impressive, than 
what I had looked for. 

This constellation being about thirty 
degrees from the south pole, is seen in its 
whole revolution, and, accordingly, when 
off the Cape, I have observed it in every 
stage, from its triumphant erect position, 
between sixty and seventy degrees above 
the horizon, to that of complete inver
sion, with the top beneath, and almost 
touching the water. This position, by the 
way, always reminded me of the death of 
St. Peter, who is said to have deemed it 
too· great an honour to be crucified with 
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his head upwards. In· short, I defy the 
stupidest mortal that ever lived to watch 
these changes in the aspect of this splen
did constellation, and not to be in some 
degree struck by them. 

These speculations recall to me one of 
the most frequent and painful drawbacks 
to the unspeakable delights of travelling 
in remote regions. I allude to the feeling 
of despair which so often comes over the 
mind at such moments, when we consider 
how hopeless it is to impart to our distant 
friends, by any description, a just share 
of the pleasure we are receiving, or even 
to give them a very satisfaetory notion of 
what we ourselves are enjoying. We have 
no scale in common use whereby we can 
measure such evanescent feelings. Indeed, 
as even the observer's sensations change 
from night to night, or, I might well say, 
from moment to moment, like the Hashes 
of the aurora, no description could prove 
adequate, and, I fear, we must remain con
tent to take these good things, like every 
thing else, with their grains of allowance. 

These airy visions are sometimes· curi
ously broken in upon by the most common-
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place incidents, which force us back upori 
ordinary life. On the 28th of May we 
overtook a packet on her way to the Brazils 
from England, which had sailed more than 
a month after us, but she had not !l single 
newspaper, army list, navy list, or review 
on board. The mate was totally ignorant 
of all the interesting topics of that most 
interesting moment of the -war (1812); 
and in reply to all our questions, merely 
observed, that every thing was just the 
same as when we left England. The 
captain was ill in bed, and could not be 
spoken to, so that this intelligent gentle
man, his chief officer, had been lugged on 
deck to tell the news. He honestly con
fessed, after being sufficiently baited and 
badgered by our interrogatories, that even 
when· in England he had no time to look 
at the newspapers, but that he left public 
affairs to the management of those whose 
business it was to look after them, while 
he found enough to do in looking after 
the packet. 

" I dare say," added the fellow, with 
rather more dryness of humour than we 
had imagined was in his doughy compo-
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sition, " I dare say the whole story y6u 
are asking about,· of Buonaparte and the 
Russians, is told very exactly in these bags 
(pointing to the mail), and if I deliver 
them safe at Rio, it will be wrong to say 
I bring no news." 

On the 4th of June we had a jollifica
tion in honour of good old King George 
the Third's birth-day. In how many 
different parts of. the world, and with 
what deep and affectionate sincerity, were 
cups quaffed and cheers rung out in the 
same loyal cause! Goldsmith's ide'" of 
the lengthening chain which the traveller 
dMgs after him, as he moves away from 
home, has often occurred to me upon these 
occasions. But the poet uses th~ figure, 
if I mistake not, in rather a querulous 
tone; whereas I would adopt it in a cheer
ful sense, and suggest, that well-grounded 
friendships, like well-grounded principles 
of any sort, are only the more firmly knit 
by such trials of distance an4 absence. . 
If sailors would tell the truth, we should 
find that when abroad and far away, they 
generally use their distant friends as the 
captain, mentioned some'time ago, did 
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his ship's company's European clothing
stow them a~ay for a future occasion. I 
do not say that they forget or neglect their 
friends; they merely put them by in safety 
for a time. In fact, as the song says, a 
sailor's heart and soul have plenty to do 
, in every port,' to keep fully up to the 
companionships which are present, with
out moping and moaning over the remem
brance of friends at a distance, who, in 
like manner, no doubt, unship us also, 
more or less, from their thoughts, if not 
from their memory, for the time being; 
and it is all right and proper that it 
should be so. 

On the 5th of June we parted from our 
convoy, the China ships; and, alas! many 
a good dinner we lost by that separation. 
Our course lay more to the left, or "east
ward, as we wished to look in at the Cape 
of Good Hope, while those great towering 
castles, the tea ships, could not afford 
time for play, but struck right down to 
the southward, in search of the westerly 
winds which were to sweep them half 
round the globe, and enable them to fetch 
the entrance of the China seas in time to 
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save the monsoon to Canton. Each ship 
sent a boat to us with letters for England, 
to be forwarded from the Cape. This 
was probably their last chance for writing 
home; so that, after the accounts con
tained in these despatches reached Eng
land, their friends would hear nothing 
of them, till they presented themselves, 
eighteen months afterwards. Neitherdid 
they expect to know what was pa!'sing at 
home till they should touch at St. Helena, 
on the return voyage, in the latter end of 
the following year. ,. 

I remember looking o~er the lee-gang
way next day, at the first blush of the dawn, 
during the morning watch, and I could 
barely distinguish the fleet far to leeward, 
with their royals just shewing above the 
horizon. There was no haze, hardly any 
swell on the sea; not a cloud was to be 
seen, and the nipping air seemed as clear 
and transparent as if the firmament had 
been a globe of rock-crystal cut across. 
The dark blue horizon, which looked al
most black against the cold silvery sky, 
appeared as sharp as if it had been an 
edge of ground metal. On the spy-glass 
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being directed to the distant ships, de
pressed by the cnn-ature of the earth more 
than a hundred feet, we could make out 
not only their masts and sails, but enn 
some of their ropes. 'When the sun reach-; 
ed a degree or two of altitude, and shed 
a bright ray of yellowish light on the 
cannss, we could almost fancy that we 
saw the seams in the cloths of their sails, 
so beautifully clear and well-defined was 
every thing. I know not what it is about 
such a sunrise at sea that produces so 
wonderful a freshness of spirits, with a de
gree of animation as to the present and 
confidence for the future, rarely to be 
found at other moments of the day. On 
taking leave of our convoy, we were re
minded that there is always something 
about the last, the very last look of any 
object, which brings with it a feeling of 
melancholy. If there shall happen to be 
at the bottom of our CUR any touch of 
remorse, it will then be sure to come to 
the surface, and often, though the admix
ture be but a drop, it may contaminate 
the whole. On this occasion, however, 
we had nothing ~ore serious to reproach 
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ourselves with than sundry impatient 
execrations with which we had honoured 
some of our slow-moving, heavy-sterned 
friends, when we were compelled to shorten 
sail in a fair wind, in order to keep them 
company. A smart frigate making a voy
~o-e with a dull-sailing convoy, reminds 
one of the child's story of the provoking 
journey made by the hare with a drove 
of ox('n. 

Our merry attendants, the flying-fish, 
and others which swarmed about NS 
in the torrid zone, refused to see us 
across the tropic, and the only aquatics 
we fell in with afterwards were clumsy 
whales and grampuses, and occasion.,. 
ally a shoal of white porpoises. Of 
birds there were plenty, especiallyalba
trosses. The captain. being a good shot 
with a ball, brought down one of th,!se, 
which measured sel"en feet between the 
tips of the wings. I have several times 
seen them twelve feet; and I heard a wel1-
authenticated account of one measuring 
sixteen feet from tip to tip. On the 22d 
of J nne we came in sight of the high land 
on the northern part of the peninsula 'of 
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the, Atpe ,pf Good Hope, the far-famed 
table Plountain. which looked its character 
very well, and really did not disappoint us, 
though, in general, its height, like that of 
most high lands, is most outrageously ex
aggerated in pictures. The wind failed us 
during the day, and left us rolling about 
till, the evening, when the breeze came 
too late to, be of much use. Next day we 
rounded the pitch of the Cape, but it blew 
so strong from the northward; right out 
of False Bay, accompanied by rain and 
a high sea, that we found it no easy job 

, to hold our own, much less to gain the 
anchorage; But on the 24th of June, the 
day after, the wind moderated and became 
fair, the weather cleared up, and we 
sailed almost into Simon's Bay, a snug 
little nook at the north-western angle of 
False Bay. It then fell calm, but the 
boats of the men-of-war at anchor, His 
Majesty's ships Lion, Nisus, and Galatea, 
soon towed us into our birth. During 
the winter of that hemisphere, which cor
responds to our northern summer, the only 
safe quarters for ships is in Simon's Bay, 
on the south side of the Cape peninsula. 
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Tabl6 Bay, 80 called from the well-known 
mountain of that name almost overhanging 
it, is not safe in winter, when the north
westerly gales blow right in, and often cast 
those ships on the beach which have the 
temerity to try the experiment of anchoring 
there. 

I have a perfect recollection of the feel-
jngs with which I leaped out of the boat, 
and first set foot on the continent of Mrica, 
but am prevented from describing these 
poetical emotions by the remembrlll}~, 
equally distinct,of the more engrossing 
anxiety which both my· companion and 
myself experienced about our linen, then 
on its way to the laundress in two goodly 
bundles. For the life of me, I cannot 
separate the grand ideas suitable· to the 
occasion, from the base interestS connect
ed with cotton shirts and duck trousers. 
And such is the tormenting effect· of asso
ciations, that when I wish to dwell upon 
the strange feelings, partly professional 
and partly historical, caused by actually 
gazing on the identical Cape of Good 
Hope, a spot completely hammered into 
the memory of all sailors, straightway I 
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~membeJ: ' ,tha ~ }litter battling with the 
w~rfollul: of Simon's Town touching 
the!!l'8teoibleaching shirts; and both 
the sublime and the beautiful are lost in 
tl).e uSeful and ridiculous. For this, and 
some other reasons, I· feel unwilling at 
present to dwell long upon so well-known 
a. place as tIle Cape, which, as I visited 
it 'thnle, times" afterwards, under more 
a~yanta~us, circumstances, I may find 
better opportunities of doing. 

,'The 3d pfJwy was named for sailing; 
but th~ wind, which first. came foul~ soon 
lulled into a calm. then breezed up again; 
and so on alternately, ba1Bing us in all 
our attempts to get to sea. Nor was it 
till the -5th that we succeeded in forcing 
onrway out ~<rainst a smart south-easter, 
with a couple of reefs in the topsails, and 
as .much as we could do to earry tbe 
mainSail. A, westerly current (that is, a 
~un:ent running towards the west from 
the east) sweeps at all seasons of the year 
round the Cape of Good Hope, and 1!()!lle
times proves 1;1'Oublesome enough to out
ward-bound. ships. "This stream. which 
dfxro:sit~,a.h~e bank, or spit of sand off 
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Cape Aguilhas, is evidently causecfbythij 
trade-wind in the southern' parts of 1h~ 
Indian ocean. For three days we were 
bamboozled with light south-easterly airs 
and calms, which we had little expected; 
but on the 8th of July, which is the depth 
of winter in that hemisphere, there came 
on a spanking snuffier from the north.;. 
west, before which we spun two hundred 
and forty miles, clean off the reel, in twenty
four hours. 

Nothing . is more delightful than ,;the 
commencement of such a fair wind. The 
sea is then smooth, and the ship seems 
literally to fly along; the masts and yards 
bend forwards, as if they would drop over 
the bows, while the stndding-sail booms 
crack and twist, and unless great care be 
taken, sometimes break across; but still, 
so long as the surface of the sea is plane, 
it is astonishing what a vast expanse of 
canvass may be spread to the rising gale. 
By and by, however, it becomes prudent 
to take in the royals; flying-jib, and top
gallant stndding-sails. The boatswain 
takeS a look at the gripes and other 
fastenings of the bOats and booms; the 
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earpenter ;instinetive1y exauiines the port
lashings, and draws up the pump-boxes 
to look at the leathers; while the gunner 
Sees . that all the breechings and tackles 
of the guns are well secured before the 
ship begins to roll. The different minor 
heads of departments, also, to use their 
own phrase, smell the gale coming on, 
and each in his respective walk. gets 
things ready to meet· iL The captain's 
and gun-room steward beg the carpenter's 
mate to drive down a few more cleats and 
staples, and, haring got a cod line or two 
from the boatswain's· yeoman, or a hank 
of marline stufJ',they commence double 
lashing all the tables and chairs. The 
marines' muskets are more securely packed 
in the arm-cllest. The rolling tackles are 
got ready for the lower yards, and the 
master, accompanied by the gunner's 
mate, inspects the lanyards of the lower 
rigging. All these.; and twenty other pre
cautions, are taken in a manner so slow 
and deliberate that they would hardly 
catch the observation of a passenger.- -It 
might almost seem as if the different 
parties were afraid to let out the secret of 
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their, own -lurking apprehensiOn~ Jbutryet 
were resolved not to be caught,unpreparedl 

Of these forerunner£io£~ 8,gale none is 
more striking than the repeated! looks,of 
anxiety .wlUch the captain -casts -to -wind
ward, as if his glanCe could, penetrate the 
black sky lowering in the, north:.west, iii 
order to discover what, was .behind, ,and 
how long with safety he· might carry sail. 
Ever and anon he shifts hia look from the 
wind's eye, and rests it on. the writhing 
spars aloft, viewing with much uneasiness 
the stretching canvass all but _ torn Wom 
the yards. Perhaps he takes hold -ofa 
backstay, or a weather-brace, now as tight 
as a harp-string, and mutters to himself, 
" Hold on, good rope I" He then steps 
below, and for the fortieth time reads off 
the barometer, and with an anxious sigh. 
acknowledges to himself that the Ulercury 
is falling rapidly. Before remounting the
ladder he probably,takes another look.,at 
~.Horsburgh's General Remarks on .the 
Winds and Weather," and half makes up 
his mind to shorten sail before .something 
goes • 
. ; On returning to, the deck.,..he finds , that 
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during the few minutes he has been ~Iow, 
the breeze has freshened eonsiderably, or, 
it may be, that coming suddenly upon it 
again, he views it differently. At alI 
events, he feels the necessity of getting 
the sails in while· he yet can, or before 
"God Almighty takes them in for him," 
as the sailors say when matters have been 
so long deferred; that not only· canvass 
and yards, but· even masts, are at times 
suddenly wrenched ,out of the ship, and 
sent in one confused mass. far off to lee
ward, whirling in the gale! 

People may be startled, and not unrea
sonably, at the profane levity of the above 
expression, which I shall not, of course, 
dream of excusing. But I may take occa':' 
sion to remark, that this expression; and 
several others, carry ;with them little or 
none of the impious spirit of common oaths 
and execrations. .On the contrary, they
are indicative, in a coarse way, of 'fery 
solemn and almost devout feelings.- It is 
but doing justice to poor Jack to add. that) 
although he- is much more free' than he 
ought to be in the use of tho~ irugged 'and 1 

vituperative figures of speech)ndigenoUs 
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to the ocean, there is, upon the whole~ 
less indelicacy in his slang than in that 
of any other dialect of low life which it 
has been my misfortune to hear; Amongst 
the officers, such things have gradually 
died away, and much swearing in a gen.J 
tleman is now considered almost as great 
a piece or blackguan!ism as story-telling. ' 

The men, who are generally well aware 
of the necessity of shortening sail, long 
before the captain has made up his mind 
to call the hands for that purpose, have 
probably been collected in groups for mti 
time in different parts of the upper deck, 
talking low to one another, and looking 
aloft with a start, every now and then, as
the masts or yards give an extra crack. 

" Well! this is packing on her," says
one, laying an emphasis on the won! 'is.' 

" Yes!" replies ~other; U and if our 
skipper don't mindl it will be packing off 
her presently," with an emphasis on the 
won! 'off.' "Right well do I know these 
Cape gales," adds an ancient mariner of 
the South &8.lI; "they snufBe np in a 
minute; and, 111 answer for it, the !!Rptain 
will not carry sail so long off Cape Aguilhas 
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when he: has gone round that breezy point 
as often &Sold Bill has." 

At-this moment ·the tardy voice of the 
commander, long unwilling to lose any 
part of the fair wind, is. at leDo<>1h heard, 
giving the reluctant order.. "Turn the 
hands up, shorten sail!" The ready clat
ter. of feet, and the show of many heads 
at all the hatchways, and perhaps the 
sound of a suppressed laugh amongst the 
men who have been gossiping and wager':' 
ing about the gale, give sufficient indica
tion that this evolution .has been expected 
for some time . 

.. All hands shorten saill" calls out the 
boatswain, after a louder and sharper note 
than usual from his pipe, winded not half 
the ordinary length of time, though twice 
as shrilly; for his object is to mark on the 
ears of the people the necessity of unusual 
expedition -and exertion. A clever and 
experienced person filling this importanl 
situation will soon teach the men to distin ... 
guish between the various notes of his call. 
though, to unpractisedears, ; the sound$. 
might appear unvaried. ,',; 

" Shorten sail.! that's: ea:sier said tban; 
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done."i growls : forth 'some:; ham-rip '~d' 
cock, lis he steps on -the -forecastle, 'and 
glances his weather-wise eye towards tthe 
clouds in the black and bleak _ north-west~, 
and then measures ,the ,many thousand, 
yards of bon we Dundee canvass still un~ 
furled aloft, and stretched out -to-catch 
the wind, tugging and struggling to get 
free from the masts a.nd yards.- -

"No! not a bit easier said than done,'t 
unexpectedly observes the captain, -but, 
quite good-humouredly, baving accident-< 
ally heard the seaman's remark, on goifig 
forward to the spot where the main-tack 
is almost tearing away the chestree;"" Not 
a bit. easier, provided you, myoid fellow, 
and the young hands about you, will only 
work as smartly and cheerfully as I know 
you can do when you have a mind. Come, 
my lad~, are you all ready forward 1" 
:. It is a trying moment both for the 
$ails and -yanIsr when the order is ac
t1lallygiven to commence shortening sail, 
it, the -pressure from the wind be consi" 
derable. At ordinary times, all that is 
necessary is to have iDen stationed to lower 
away ihe·haulyards and ease off the tacks 
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at the proper moment, while others gather 
m the sails as they come down, fluttering 
a little perhaps, if not carefully mana.,ooed, 
but still quietly and easily, as well as 
quickly. 'When, however, the wind has 
risen to a pitch beyond its due proportion 
to the canvass spread, and the captain's 
anxiety to make the most of a fair wind 
has tempted him to carry on too long, the 
case becomes very different. This will be 
easily understood, when I mention that 
several of the very same ropes which keep 
the sails in their places, contribute also 
an important share to the support of those 
spars to· which the sails are bent, or to 
which they may be hauled out. Conse
quently, the moment the ropes alluded 
to, which are technically named the haul
yards and tacks, are slackened, the yards 
aud booms being suddenly deprived of 
these material supports, are very apt to 
be sprung, that is, cracked across, or 
even carried away, which means being 
snapped right in two as short as a carrot, 
to use Jack's very appropriate simile. 

It is quite true, that lowering away the 
sail and e8sing ofFthe tack (I am speak-
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ing now of a studding-sail), doos. diminisq 
the tug or pressure of the .sail on the spar, 
and, of course, both the yard and. the 
boom have less duty. to perform. . Still, 
however, as the losa of support is gene
rally greater, and always more instan .. 
taneous, than the diminutioll of strain,. 
the moment which succeeds the order to 
" Lower away!" is especially trying to. 
the nerves of the officer w~o is carrying! 
on the duty. Jr, indeed, he be an expe-, 
rienced and skilful man, or one who, be-, 
sides the facility ,and confidence whit!h 
come with long habit, possesses a, well-, 
grounded knowledge of the principles o£ 
his profeBBion, and thence feels himsell 
able to estimate the. value of new combi ... 
nations, he will delight in the opportunity 
of bringing such. theoretical eonsideratioDa 
to bear on the practice of seamanship. 
Such an officer will smile in ,the very 
teeth of the, gale whose violence h~ de ... 
fies, confident in hi~ capacity to gather in. 
every fO()t of canvass w~thout even a seam
rip in any one sail. I have not infre
quently seen comparatively young officers 
h~~le ,the; sails an~ .rluds . of a ship 
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. With perfeei ease, at times when the 
oldest sailors on board were puzzled how 
to get things out of the mess into which 
the winds had blown them, or when the 
still more unruly and perplexing pertur
bations (as the astronomers call them) of 
ignorance had left them. One officer, 
for instance, may direct the preparations 
for shortening sail to be made, according 
to the most orthodox: rules laid down in 
Hamilton Moore's 'Examination of a Young 
Sea Officer;' and yet when he comes to 
give the fatal word " Lower away! haul 
down!" every thing shall go wrong. The 
tack being- eased off too soon, the spar
breaks in the middle, and the poor top
mast studding-sail is spitted like a lark 
on the broken stump of the boom, while 
the lower studding-sail, driven furiously 
forward by· the squall, is pierced by the 
sprit-sail yard-arm, the cat-head, and the 
bumpkin, or it may be wrapped round the 
bowsprit, like so much wet drapery in the 
inimitable Chantrey's studio over the clay 
figure of an Indian bishop. 

"What the blue blazes shall I do next to> 
moans the poor puzzled devil of an officer 
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ot the watch, who: sees the, confusion' 
caused entirely by his own bad manage.. 
ment, ten times worse confounded by' 
his ignorant and,. of course," ill..directed 
further endeavours to put things right. 
On, such an occasion, a kind and consi
derate captain will perhaps fairly walk 
below, and so leave the mortified youth 
to get himself out of the scrape as he best 
can, and rather lose a small spar, or a 
bolt of canvass,· than expose one of his 
officers to the humiliation of having the 
task transferred to another. If this fbi-
bearance be not over-done, the public ser
vice, in the long-run, will probably be far 
less harmed by the expenditure of a few 
stores than it might be by an injury done 
to the credit, and consequently to the 
authority of its executive. Sometimes, 
however, the captain will edge himself 
near the embarrassed officer, and, with
out the action being detected by anyone 

, else, whi!lper a few magical, words of in
struction in the young man's ear, by which 
the proper train of directions are set a-' 
going, and the whole coufusion of ropes, 
sails, and yards, speedily brought into 
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order. If this fails, the hands are called, 
upon which the captain himself, or more 

. generally the first lieutenant, takes the 
trumpet; and the men, hearing the-well
known, confident voice of skill, fly to the 
proper points, 'monkey paw' the split 
sails, clear the ropes, which an instant 
before seemed inextricably foul, and: in a 
very few minutes reduce the whole disas
ter to the dimensions of a common occur
rence. 

" Now, you may call the watch," says 
the captain, and the reproved officer 
again takes charge of the deck. I need· 
hardly say, that any young man who 
possesses a spirit above that of an animal 
the name of .which must not appear in 
print, ought rather to wear his hands to 
the bone in learning his duty, than to ex
pose himself to such mortifications as this. 
And yet, after all, which of us shall say 
that we may not be subjected to trials 
almost as humiliating, when we come, as 
we often must come, to engage in profes
sional matters· with' which We happen to 
have had little or no previous experience? 

For my own part, if I were suddenly 
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placed in command of a ship in the Grecian 
archipelago, and told to go on to Smyrna, 
or back to Malta, I should have no more 
idea of which way to steer, in order to 
take advantage of the prevalent winds 
and currents, than if my knowledge of 
navigation had been limited, during the 
last thirty years, to my father's horse-pond, 
on which I first ventured to trust myself 
afloat. In the same way, perhaps, the 
most knowing of my officers, who, if ex
perienced in the navigation of the Leva,?,t, 
would, no doubt, on such an occasion, 
secretly divert himself at his captain's 
expense, might be a little less disposed to 
grin at the local ignorance of others, were 
the ship popped down between the Rabbit 
and Coney, oft'Tonjong Boloos, in the 
Straits of Singapore, and he was told to 
shape a course for Poolo Penang through 
the Straits of Malacca, or to return to the 
China Sea. 

Let us~ however, suppose all the extra 
sails taken in without accident, and rolled 
up with as much haste as may be con
sistent with that good. order which ought 
never to be relaxed under any degree of 
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urgency. In fine weather it is usual to 
place the studding-sails' in the rigging; 
with all their gear bent, in readiness to be 
whipped up to the yard-arm at a moment's 
Warning; but when a breeze, such as we 
are now considering, is on the rise, it is 
thought best to Unbend the tacks and haul
yards, and to stow the sails in some conve
nient place, either on the booms, between 
the boats, or in the hammock-nettings. 
For the same reason, the small sails are 
sent on deck, together with as much top 
hamper as can readily be moved. These 
things are scarcely bundled up and lifted 
out of the way, before the long-expected 
order to reef topsails is smartly given 
out, and crowds of men are seen· skip
ping up the tight weather-rigging,: with 
a merry kind of alacrity, which always 
makes a captain feel grateful to the fel
lows. I do not well know why; for, as 
there is then no real danger, there seems 
nothing particularly praiseworthy in this 
common-place exertion. Perhaps the con
sciousneSs that a storm is coming on, dur
ing which every nerve on board may be 
strained, makes the captain see with plea-



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 195 

sure a shew of activity, which, under other 
circumstanCes, may be turned to trials of 
the utmost hardihood and daring. 

Be this as it may, the yards come slid
ing down the well-greased masts; the 
Dien lie out to the right and left, grasp 
the tumultuous canvass, drag out the ear
iugs, and tie the points, with as perfect 
deliberation as if it were 8:' Calm, only 
taking double pains to see that all is right 
and, tight, and the reef-band straight 
along, the yard. The order has beron 
given to take in the second and third 
reefs only; but the men linger at their 
posts, expecting the' further work which 
they know is necessary. 'The' captain of 
the top" instead of moving in, continues 
to sit astride the spar, dangling his legs 
nnder the weather yard-arm~ with the end 
of the close reef-earing in his hand, quite 
as much at his ease lUI any well-washed 
sea-bird tha.t ever'screamed defiance to a 
pitiless south-wester. 

Johnny's anticipations prove right; for 
the anxious cOmmander, after gazing twice 
or thrice to Windward, again consulting 
his baromet~r, looking six or eight times 
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~t ''his' 'watch in'as many minutes, to 
iea'rn how niany hours of daylight are yet 
aoove the horizon, and perhaps also steal
inga professional' opinion from his first 
lieutenant, an officer' probably of much 
more technical experience than himself, 
decides upon close-reefing. If he be a 
marl of sense, and wishes' the work to' be 
done' quickly and well, he must not now 
hesitate about starting the topsail-sheets, 
and it will certainly be alI the better ifone 
or both,the Clewlines be likewise hauled 
close up;-

'The mainsail is now to be'taken in; 
and', as the method of performing this 
evolution has long been, a subject of hot 
controversy at sea, ' I take' the opportunity 
of saying that Falconer's couplet, 

" For he wbostrives the tempest to disarm 
Will never first embrail the lee yard-arm," 

has, in my opinion, done a world of mit!
'chief, and' split many thousands of sails;" 

1 at least plead guilty to having been 
sadly misled' by this authority for ,many 
years, since it was only in the last-ship I 
commanded that I learned the true 'way. 
take in the mainsail when it blows hard 
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The best practice certainly is, to man both 
buntlines and the lee leech.line well, and 
then to haul the LEE clew-garnet close up, 
before starting the tack. or slacking the 
bowline. By attending to these directions, 
the spar is Dot only instantaneously re
lieftd, but the leeward half' c4 the sail 
walks sweetly and quietly up to the yard 
without giving a single 8ap. After which 
the weather clew comes up almost of itself, 
and without risk. or trouble. 

Meanwhile the ship is spinning along 
very nearly at the same rate as at firiit, 
though two-thirds of the. canvass have been 
taken off her. These variations in speed 
are odd enough, and, at times, Dot easily 
accounted for. When the breeze first comes 
on, all sail set, and the water quite smooth, 
the ship ean be steered on a straight course 
without any difficulty, and she really seems 
to 8y. When the log is hove, it is w.. 
covered, we shall suppose, that she is 
going eleven knots. Well, the wind in
ereues, and in come the studding-eails j 
but 88 the'water is still smooth, the single
reefed topsails and topgallant-sails may 
be earried, though it is evident the ship 
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is rather overpressed, or, at all events, not 
another stitch -of sail could be set. 

" Heave the log again, and see what 
she goes now!" says the officer. -" How 
much 1" 

" Eleven knots and a half, sir," replies 
the middy of the watch. 

Presently the sea rises, the masts bend, 
the .ship begins ~o stagger along; groaning 
and creaking in every joint, under the 
severe pressure. The topsails are close
reefed to -meet the increased wind; but 
still, as -before, she is under quite as much 
canvass as she can possibly bear. 

" Heave the log now!" again says the 
officer. "Ten knots!" reports the middy. 

By and by the courses are reefed, and, 
before dark, the mainsail is rolled up, the 
fore and _ mizen-topsails handed, and the 
topgallant yards -sent on deck. The sea 
has now risen to a -disagreeable height ; 
the steering, in spite of every care, be
comes wilder and much more difficult; 
and as the ship forges into: the breast -of 
the waves; or rises with a surge not much 
less startling, her way seems deadened for 
the moment, till she bounds up again on 
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the top of the sea, to woo, as it were, 
the embraces of the rattling gale. Th~ 
storm is not slow to meet this rude invitl1:'" 
tion; while, if the ropes, sails, and masts 
he all wet, as they generally are in such !1 
breeze, it is difficult to conceive any tones 
more gruff and unsentimental than the 
sounds of this boisterous courtship. 

In line-of-battle ships, and even in fri
gates, the close-reefed main:-topsail and 
foresail may he carried, for a very long 
time, when going nearly before the wind; 
and, indeed, it is the best seamanship'rto 
crack on her; for when the gale rises to 
its highest pitch, and the seas follow in 
great height, they are apt to curl fairly 
on hoard, and play fine pranks along the 
decks, even if the violence of the blow on 
the quarter do not broach the. ship to: 
that is, twist her head round towards the 
wind, in. such a way, that the .next.sea . 
shall break. over her gangway, and in all 
probability sweep away the masts. In 
small vessels it becomes a .most anxious 
period of the gale, .when the sea has got 
up 80 much that it is difficult to steer 
steadily, and when the wind blows 80 
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strong that ~nough sail cannot be carried 
to· keep the ship . sufficiently8.head of the 
waves, exc~pt at the risk of tearing the 
masts away, When the requisite degree 
of speed cannot be secured, the inevitable 
consequence; sooner ·or later, is, that a 
monstrous pea-green solid sea walks most 
unceremoniously on board, over the taff
rail, . ' and i dashes along the decks like 
those huge . debacles, . of which some geo
logists· soconfidentIy . point out the traces 
on the earth's' surface. 

Inevet happened actually to witness a 
catastrophe of this kind on the great scale, . 
though I have seen one or two smartish 
gales in my time. Indeed, the most se
rious evils I recollect io have been present 
at occurred on board the V olage, on the 
very passage to. India which I am' now 
describing. The following are the words 
in whicQthese incidents are noticed in 
my journal: , . 

" On the 13th of July, off the Cape of 
Good Hope, in. the midst of a heavy win., 
tar's gale, our. worthy passenger, Sir Evan 
Nepean; governor of Bombay, was thrown 
down the ladder by the violent rolling of 
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the ship; and another gentleman. the. 
Baron TuyD, the ~natured and. de
servedly popular passenger. I ever saw 
afloat, was Tery nearly washed. out oC his 
cot by. sea which broke into the stem 
windows oCthe captain's cabin." 

I haTe often. enough been close to wars 
and rumoUl'B oC wars, hut was never in a 
regular sea-fi."oilt; and. though I have also 
witnessed a lew shipwrecks and disasters, 
I never was myself in much danger of 
what might be honestly called a lee shore; 
neither is it my good Cortune to be abIeo to 
recount, from pel'l!Onal knowl~ae, any 
acenes of hanJship or suffering from hun, 
ger, cold, or any other misery. My whole 
proCessional life, in short, has been one or 
BUm comparative ease and security, that 
I eannot noW' remember ever going lar 
beyond twenty-rour hoUl'B without a good 
bellyful StiD, I have often. ~ lorced 
to take a high degree of iJl,terest in lormid
able adventnres or this kind, from their 
happening. in 1leets mwhich my own ship 
formed a part, or from these incidents in
eluding among the sufferers persons to 
whom I was attached. . 
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In the year 1815, I accompanied a con~ 
voy of homewani-:bound Indiamen from 
Ceylon, and a right merry part of the 
voyage it was while we ran down a couple 
of thousand miles of the South-east trade
wind; for these hospitable Hoating nabobs, 
the East India captains, seldom let a" day 
pass without feasting one another; and 
we~ their naval protectors, came in for no 
small share of the good things, for which 
we could make but a poor return. Along 
with our Heet there sailed from Ceylon 
a large ship hired as a transport by "go
vernment to bring home invalid soldiers. 
TIuire were about 500 souls iIi. her; of 
these a hundred were women, aIid more 
than a hundred children. I was acci-:
deritally led to take a particular interest 
in "this ill-fated vessel, from the circum
stance of there being four fine boys on 
board, sons of a military friend of mine 
at Point de Galle: I had become so well 
acquainted with the paJ"ents of these poOr 
little fellows during my frequent 'visits to 
Ceylon, that one day, before sailing, I play
fully offered to take a couple of the boys 
in my brig, the Victor, IUl IS-gun sloop 
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of war; . but as I rould- not accommodate 
the whole family, the parents, who were 
obliged to remain abroad, felt unwilling to 
separate the children, their only children, 
alas! and my offer was declined. 

Off we all sailed, and reached the 
neighbourhood of the Cape without ·en
countering any thing in the way of an 
adventure; there, however, commenced 
the disasters of the unfortunate ArnistoD, 
as 'this transport was called.· She had· no 
chronometer on board; a most culpable 
and preposterous omission in tlie out!t of 
a ship destined for such a voyage·. . The 
master told me that he himself was not 
in circumstances to purchase sO expensive 
an instrument, thE! cost of a good chronO
meter being at least fifty or sixty guineas, 
and that the ·owners considered the ex
pense needless. He also stated, that on 
his remonstrating still· more, and urging 
upOn these gentlemen that their property 
would be ten times more secure if he 
were furnished w\t.!t _the most ·appr~"!~ 
means of taking gooo care of it, he was 
given to understand, that if he did not 
choose to take the ship to sea without a 
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chronometer, another captain could easily 
be found who wouldmake.no such new
fangled scruples. The poor master shrug
ged his shoulders, and said he would do 
his best; but having often rounded the 
Cape, he knew the difficulties of the navi
gation, when there was nothing but the 
dead reckoning to trust to. 

During our passage from Ceylon, it was . 
the practieeevery day, at one o'clock, for 
the Indiamen"as well as the men-of-war, 
tQmakesignals shewing. the longitude 
ofeaeh ship by chronometer. Thus we 
had aIr an opportunity of (:omparing the 
going of our respective time-keepers, and 
thus, too, the' master of the ArnistQJl_was 
enabled to learn his place so accurately, 
that if he had only kept company with his 
friends the Indiamen, each of whom was 
provided With at least four or five chro
nometers, the deficiency in his equip
ment might never have led to the dreadful 
catastrophe which speedily followed the 
loss of this assistance .. 

It was . late in. the month of May when 
we. reached the tempestuous regions' of 
the Cape r and we were not long there 
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before a furious gale of wind from the 
westward dispersed the Beet, and set every 
one adrift upon his OW'll ft801l.rees. The 
poor Arniston was seen at sunset, on the 
day the gale eommenced, with most of 
her sails split, but not otherwise in danger, 
for she had a good offing, and the wind 
was not blowing on shore. Three heavy 
gales followed in such quick. succession 
during the next week, that not only the 
ordinary eourse, but the velocity of the 
current was ~.".ecJ., and instead of run
ning, as it almost always does, to,the 
westward. it set, on the days in question, 
to the 8OUth-ea.stward. According to the 
moo moderate allowance for the current, 
al circumstances being taken into c0n

sideration, any navigator might fairly 
have supposed that, in the fiTe days which 
elapeed from the 24th of May to the 28th 
inclusive, his ship wonld have been drifted 
to the westward by the current at least a 
hundred miles. Oup chronometers, ho ..... 
ever, distinctly shewed us that we had 
been carried, not, as usual, to the west
ward, but actually to the eastward, a 
distance of more than a hundred miles; 
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so that, in less than a week, there occurred 
upwards of two hundred miles of error in 
the-dead reckoning. 

-The master of the Arniston, doubtless, 
after making every allowance, according 
to the best authorities, and working by 
the most exact rules of navigation of which 
he could avail himself, naturally inferred 
that his ship was more than a hundred 
miles to the westward of the Cape, -and 
he incautiously considered himself jus
tified in bearing up before a south-easterly 
gale, and steering, as he had so much 
reason to . suppose he was doing, straight 
for St. Helena. 

It is very important to remark, in pass
ing; to professional men, thai no ship off 
the Cape, and under any circum!.'tances, 
ought ever to bear up, without first heaving 
the deep-sea lead. If soundings are ob
tained on the Bank, it is Ii sure symptom 
that the ship is not sufficiently advanced 
to die westward to enable her to steer with 
safety to the noith-north-westward for 
St. Helena. -It is clear the ship in question 
must have omitted this precaution. 
, All that is knowp. of this fatal ship-
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wreck is simply, that the Arniston,with 
a' flowing sheet, and, going nine knots, 
ran amongst the breakers in Struy's Bay, 
nearly a hundred miles to the eastward of 
the Cape. The masts went instantly by 
the board, and the sea, which broke com
pletely over all, tore the ship to pieces in 
a few minutes; and out of her whole crew, 
passengers, women, children, (my four 
poor little friends inclusive!) only half'a 
dozen seamen reached the coast alive. 

The people saved were illiterate sailors; 
and all they could tell was, that they b6re 
up and made all sail for St. Helena~ judg
ing themselves well round the Cape. This 
scanty inforination, however, taken along 
with the correct knowledge of the cur
rents afforded by our dead reckoning when 
compared with the chronometer, was qUite 
enough to establish. the important fact, 
that this valuable ship, and all the lives' 
on' board of her, were actually sacrificed 
to a piece of short-sighted economy. 
That they might have been saved had she 
been supplied with the worst chronometer 
that was ever sent to sea,. is also. quite 
obvious. Supposing Pte Arniston to have 
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been navigated by a watch so bad as not 
to be depended upon within sixty seconds, 
or one whole minute of time, per day, still, 
her accumulated error in longitude, at the 
end of our stormy week off the Cape, would 
not have exceeded one degree and three 
quarters. Now, even with this enormous 
error in the vessel's position, as determined 
by such a chronometer, this melancholy 
shipwreck might have been prevented. 
Yet I am sure practical men will agree 
with me, that in assuming sixty seconds 
a-day as the limit of the uncertainty of a 
watch's rate, I have taken a quantity four 
or five times greater than there was need 
for. Surely no time-keeper that was ever 
sold as such by any respectable watch
maker for more than thirty or forty 
guineas, has been found to go so outrage.. 
ously ill as not to be depended upon, for 

'one week, within less than ten or fifteen 
seconds a-day. And as I have shewn that 
a chronometer whose rate was uncertain, 
even to an extent five or six times as great; 
as this, would have saved the Amiston,·, 
any further comment on such precious· 
economy is needless" -
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CHAPTER VI. 

ISLAND OF JOHANNA. 

IT was nbt till about ten days after we 
had roUnded the Cape of Good Hope, and 
struggled hard against baflling easterly 
winds, that we at length reached the 
tail of the south-west monsoon, in la#-· 
tude 2710 S. and longitude 370 E. This 
was onthe 21st of July, oft'Delagoa Bay,· 
near the southern entrance of the great 
Mozambique Channel, which lies between 
the island of Madagascar and the coast of 
Ml'ica. It was delightful to feel ourselves 
spinning along at the rate of nine and a. 
half, with the ship's head at last fairly. 
looking towards our port, Bombay; espe
cially after having been detained more than 
a fortnight oft'the Cape, during which 
period we had advanced hardly so much 
as we might have done in four days with 
a favourable breeze. But nothing passes 
more quickly oft' the cheerful mind. than., 
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the recollection oCadverse winds and bad 
weather. As we hoist away the studding
sailS, ease off the sheets, and luxuriate in 
the prospect of the clear blue sky, we 
faney we shall have a fair wind and plea
saut weatherall- the rest of the voy~ue. 
On this occasion it proved pretty much as 
we had anticipated ; for on the 25th of 
July we came insight of Johanna, one of 
the CoinorO Islands, and anchored next 
day, ~without, having seen either Africa 
on the left, or' Madagascar on the right. 
The- DlUTOWest part of the -Mozambique 
Channel is not much short of two hundred 
miles across, and at most places is more 
than twice as wide; consequently, as we 
kept near the middle, we had no cbance 
of seeing the land on either side, a:nd to 
all appearance we were still on the wide 
ocean. 

The well-known massacre of Mad~aas
car in Robinson Crusoe, fable though it 
be, and fifty other stories from the same 
source, rivet themselves on the imagina-r 
tion with such tenacity, that I have neve.
found myself near the -imaginary. sceneS 
of that' celebrated voyager's adyentu~ 
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without longing to have ut/l&bh.~ 
savages, 'Or to try my ow htiJJlOb ~tRrt!~ 
of hiB thousand and one I' ~.l!§ 
this charming facility in co im~':J: 
culties, backed by unwearied 10 Ul in 
devising remedies for evils which CliI'iiRi~ 
be altogether avoided, that,' I suspect~ 
gives De Foe's work its chief interest ,in 
the eyes of sailors. In fact,' 1 have often, 
in the course of my profeSsional life~ had 
occa3ion to know' the value, not-exactly 
of those very resources/ but or simiJi\1' 
devices, suggested by Robinson's successful 
example. He also teaches most admit;';' 
ably; that there is a consolation; if not a 
complete remedy, for almost every thing; 
and that by honourable means and manly 
exertions there are few difficulties which 
may not be surmounted. 

'Ve anchored in Johanna Bay, within a 
few hundred yards of the shore, abreast 

. ()f'a. long grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, 
fOrming' a fl'inge, as it were; to a narrow 
be1t of snow-white beach,; composed' ap
parently of1>ita of broken' coral. This 
beautiful little . roadstead, or cove, lies on 
the:·borth side c,fthe island rand the 'best 
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~ituationi in: which to moor .8. ship is just 
~ffllajJlitt1e rivulet, ,bearing about $outh, 
iWith the high volcanic-looking peak south 
,by east half east, the Mahometan mosque 
ieaSt, land not more than a. quarter of a 
mile from the shore. It was the first time 
;I ,had. ever beheld. the. gorgeous scenery 
of the. eastern hemisphere; for although 
·1 had seen cocoa~nuts and other trees of 
the, palm· tribe· at Antigua and St. Chris
topher's,. the Caribee islands seemedmllch 
less .striking than those of the Mozambique, 

.. chiefly, perhaps, from the West Indian 
landscape beingdisturhed by images not 
quite, in character with the tropics. I 
iallude. to the European sort of houses of 
the planters, to the English-looking boats, 
the numerous white people, and even. to 
,the style. of agriculture in the West. But 
.at ,the Com oro blands, where aU is 
· primit~ve .and. oriental,. the eye, of the 
traveller .is! not proyoked with. sights .jt 
· has ever .restedon before;: all that he sees 
is new I and as thorough! y tropical as heart 

:can,:desire"Tbe natives, thoughnot.jei 
.' black; .like negroesi are sable enough, be
"dng 9£0. very deep bronze colour; a~d the 
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climate being tolerably hot, neitheJ' they 
nor their African slaTes are much eneum
bered. with dress. Most of them C2D. 

chattel' a little English, picked up from 
the Indiamen which call for hit and 
vegetables; and what is particularly c. 
mical, thet!e islanders haTe appropriated 
the titles or Eng~ noblemen, or other 
~<JUimed personages, which names 
they retain aDd are knoWn by amo~ast 
themselves. as well as by Tisitors. 

On steering towanb the anc~ue,a 
pilot ~ off' who announc:ed bimselt as 
Lord Gibboll. We knew the way perCeet
Iy. but a~pted his senices for the fnn 
of the thing. on his producing a bandfol 
of ~tes of his qualifications. We 
were even more interested with his canoe 
than with bimselI.· for we bad neTer 
be»re seen nch a thing. Had he rowed 
off' in a ~ instead or paddling off' in 
a C8lloey the ..disappointment must bave 
been roosiderable; fOr nothing, perhaps, 
is more teasing, on coming to a new plaee, 
than to find things not difFerent enough 
&om those we have left. No boat, how
ever, could well be more characteristic of 



th~[;e~mi~wl!' had gdt intO'than this pic
t\i'r~sqU:if Iittle~vessel,which 'Was rudely 
fa:Shi(jued' 'GUt' of the 'trunk' Gf Ii. 'tree, thirty 
or,forly feet '16n~f and 'only Gne and a half 
wid~, sharp' like 'a wedge' lit' bGth' ends; 
arid; beIng'withGut it. keelGr bearings Gf 
lin)f kind, it would' have upset with the 
i!n,'l~nest' l()~d,Gr even WithGuta' IGad, 
had there 'not, been a cGuple Gf very IGng 
o~ttiggers' pllicedacrGss," and • extending 
bot? 'Wlip; i'Td the 'e:xtremities ,of these 
s~'at;S 'Wa.!!' attaehed; hy !meansGf shGrt up
rights; 8.'plank,"6r"rather beam; Gne Gn 
each side~ '"'which just touched the water, 
'and' b1their flGatingat' the end of these 
long levers', or outriggers, kept this mGst 
ticklish of barks fr~m turning over. 

'It is obvious, that a canoe SO' fitted eould 
n6t come'alongside ora ship, atleast in 
the usual way; 'sO: our friend Lord GibbOn 
was Gbliged ,tci run stem Gn, when, by 
platl.ting' himself 'in, the, boW', hehGped 
to ,catch' h~ld'Gf the side-rGpes" and 60 

-sc~ambk upt" 'The" ship was 'stealing 
'through the waterl'at-the >tate of a 'C()uple 
·O'f kilots lGnly,,' 'n~erihelesg,-, althollgh ,the 
'surface' O'fthe i bay' \vas! as' smGoth a!J~Gil, 
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the- six black. paddlers, dbIJPg),~/J.~,~heYr 
operation, .and~issed ,~heJgaJl~ay.~ I ,.,l'AA 
l,eadsman ,.in . the maiD,.,.chain$, .. Il~~jJig, t,4". 
pilot adrift, called i,n at. one(>f th~ q~anerii 
deck ports for a, rope, and: the, encl,' of, ;~hn 
cross-jack.. brace being hand~, to:. h@... 
he threw it to· the natives,. Lo~d.. Qibl,>@ 
was sta~ding in the bow. of his. caqO.e,i i~,o. 
~ODg flowing whitE\ robe. and a, 1;urJRs4-Ji1f, 
turban, ,altogethel'~,fI.~~ip.g COIJ!r..a:~~jtq 
his . crew •. whose ..Jlni~~d w,rdrob~ nwpulJJ 
scarcely _have. made a, icopplcLO,.\ pO~~,et;:. 
handkerchiefs. '. ,lIis IQl'dsl,Up. ;~aug~t toolq 
m, theline"and ,made<~,flyin,g Jilj~p 
*owards.the shiplbut,: al~!r,wi~h9.lJtl~~¢ 
~ired effect. ~ Either the rope waS, s~<;k;, 
or the unwonted entanglement, Qfhis r<;lbep 
bamboozled his feet, fol' sO~~,. be: 1v.ent 
RVer head and ears into _ the,. wa~r, P1,l~ 
Ali,.which, he was dragged by, ,ouJ,'"llJ.pghr
jng,~gues, who planted l1l~.~pare~tly 
lin fa. woful conditi~n, .on the. qU!lr!~r.-cffi~ . 
.lIe) tleemed ve~.,mdiffel'ent,:,how:e,"~J;, ,IP 
~ppearances; and.- pres~nte(t pjs,dripP!1)g' 
jJ~tific8tei with Q,; gQQd- gtllce" add~g,.iJl 
4Rlel't!ble: :Englislt.Jhe. J~~ng 1 pt, J Q1;ll!JW~'s 
.ePmplh,il).e..D,~;~ aJld~ ,91fe~~cf of:l,IJv tPJI,~,l1is 
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island afforded. 'lite ambassador was 
~~OlJt shoes or stockings, and we 
thought he must have lost them in the 
scramble; but our inquiries on this head 
we~ diverted· to the state of his mouth, 
which we feared had been cut by the fall, 
for it seemed to be bleeding. He soon 
relieved us from this anxiety, by shewing 
that what we took for blood was the effect 
of ~hewing the~betel-nut, another couse
qllenceof which was the jet black colour 
of~teeth. 

We, had expected to have been S\lI"

rouilded by the patives in their canoes the 
moment the anchor was down; but not 
one appeared besides the pilot, who told 
us that the king, having the most entire 
want of confidence in the honesty of his 
8ubj~m.. and being extremely desirous of 
keeping tbe peace, had given orders for 
DQ one to come near us. We, of course, 
,begged this interdict might be removed, 
assuring, the messen",aer that we should 
take good care of our property, and not 
. ~. to p~e the, peace likewise. As 
soon as the ~p was secured, all the officers 
except one or two wen! kindly allow~ by 
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the captain to h~~e a:run onshdre. LOne 
of the passengers, ,two 'of themids,J met :1; 
made a party, and 'set 'oft" in quest'of 
adventures, towards the town, whicb'lay 
at the distance of a mile and II. half froJ11 
the ship, and rather up the hill. .on 
landing, we found ourselves in 8 delightful 
COCOtVnut grove, of which the underwood 
consisted of plantains, bananas; oranges~ 
lime-trees, and" I believe,"mangoes. TIle 
cocoa-nuts shot up to the beight of seventy 
and sometimes eighty feet: we were: told 
that a hundred feet is not uncommon,'but 
I think we sa", none so high. The fruit 
grows in immense clusters at the top of 
the stem, close up to the branches. The 
tree from top to bottom is 8lllTOunded by 
-a series of rings, doubtless' the trace&' of 
'former circles of branches 'which haft 
successively flourished, decayed, ana 
fallen) oft ' These, rings are' very distinct 
near the top; but lower down, the' trunk 
:becomes 'so, smooth that the natives 'are 
obliged to cut notches to'assistthem 'in 
getting up, either to pull the fruit,' OlttO 
tap 'the tree; oNts juice; which is ailled 
toddy'by ~English." '" ' ': 
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i .. l.'he·.method ,used: }by the natives of the 
E~· in, performing. this feat of climbing" 
lvhich is . really a :curious one, may be 
easily described. In the first· place, they 
unite their .feet, either at the great toes 
Or the ankles, by a thong or strap about 
ten or twelve inches in length. This lies 
across the steps or notches cut in the tree, 
and is strong enough to support the whole 
weight of the body. . A flat broad belt is 
then made to pass round the tree, and also 
round the man's middle, enclosing both 
in one ring, -as it were,· the body being at 
the distance gf a Soot or·· so from the tree. 
The climber commences .byplacing the 
strap which ties his feet together across 
the first .. or lowest step, while· he adjusts 
the belt embracing him and the tree so 
as to be horizontal. He then plants hiS 
hands firmly. against the stem, and a foot, 
or a foot and a half, below the belt. By 
now leaning back and tightening the bodyt 
belt, he divides his weight between itan<J 
his arms, so as entirely to relieve. :the 
foot-strap of all strain. The legs are next 
drawn up quickly, till the fooHtrapJiea 
across the .. second : notch,' . The ,.climber 
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now removes his hands: from· thetl'ee,'and 
grasps the body.belttwbich becomes quite 
slack on his throwing his body: forward 
till it almost touches the stem-,-his whole 
weight meanwhile resting on the foot,.,. 
strap. By a sudden movement he then 
jerks the slackened belt about a foot and 
a half further up the tree. ,After this, he 
once more rests his hands, on the stem, 
relieves his feet' of the weight, and draws 
them up as ' before till th~ next "notch 
receives the foot-strap ;; and so on till he 
reaches the top. He carries ,alongw.iih 
him an earthen pot, slung round his neck~ 
and a huge knife, at his girdle. ,With 
this he cuts away the young sprouts,. ,and 
draws off the toddy, which appears ,to be 
the sap intended by nature to ,form the 
fruit. When freshly taken from the tree, 
mthe cool of the morning, it forms,a 
delicious drink, not ,unlike whey in aF'" 
p~rauce, with a slightly acid taste, and a 
pleasant sweetness; as well as a sharpness 
or briskness not very dissimilar ,to that of 
ginge~beer, only more racy and, peculiar 
ia::i~ &vour. When allowed to Btand 
fOlLsome hours, it ferments, and resolves 
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hBelf into a liquor somewhat intoxicating, 
as I had often' 'occasion to discover after~ 
wards in India to my sorrow, not precisely 
in, my own case, but in that of many a 
boat's crew, who (plague take them!) 
when once they get the fascinating toddy
pot 'to, their heads seldom let it down 
while a drop remains. 

I cannot describe the capital of Johanna 
with any hope of conveying a just notion 
ofits burlesque fortifications, which a jolly
'boat's crew' could: 'leadily escalade, and 
take possession ,of, ~ with, no better arms 
than their stretchers. The houses are built 
of rude lumps oflava; and the streets run 
80 narrow, that three }lersons find it rather 
inconvenient to walk side by side. The 
dwellings, as we could easily discover by 
standing on tip-toe, are all flat-topped, 
and not a single one did we see with a 
Window in it. The entrance is by a small 
door leading from the street to a square 
court, on one side of which is a broad rud!:! 
portico conducting to ,the lower rooms, 
which are-as dark and gloomy as need be; 
The floors al'e'Of mud,' with appropriate 
walls of -naked' masonry, and here and 
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there a bamboo sofa. ,Over some :o{ these 
huts. are rigged light,· open' balcOnies~ or 
galleries, which must be agreeable enough 
in, the cooler periods of the day. These 
are the' mansions " of the upper classes; 
the. titled·aristocraCY,.of Johanna.· The 
democracy ~ that is,' the· slaves,: arrange 
matters with more convenience; 'taste,' and 
comfort than their masters, although their' 
huts, or hovels, are much suialler.' . These 
unpretending ,abodes are disposed in neat 
little squares round. the stone buildingst 
and made chiefly of branches of the .... 
coa-nut tree, after the following fashion. 
Several stakes are first driven into, the 
ground,. at the distance of five or six 
feet from one another, and of the height 
to which if is intended to carry the walls; 
say six or eight feet. Between each pail' 
of these posts there are then placed two 
Or. three of the long, feather-:-like branches 
of the cocoa-nut, with their 'eentre parts; 
or thB.t from, which, the' leaves' spring. 
upright. These leaves,: which grow at 
right angles 'from the centre of the branCh 
to, the length of four ~r five· feet. ar~ 
then wattIed,.or,more properly speaking, 
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pla"ited together into a kind 'of mat." As 
this is ,done ·with considerable care, the 
appearance of these walls is remarkably 
strikiDg, perhaps from being so perfectly 
symmetrical, a circumstance almost inva
riably productive of a pleasing. effect in 
architecture, whatever, be the materials 
out of which the combination is fonned. 
The texture of these' veroant walls, of 
course, is not quite close, openingS being 
purposely left sufficiently wide to admit 
both light and air; although, it is said, 
the natives can weave their materials so 
closely as even to exclude wet. The roofs 
of these simple dwelling-places are thatch-' 
ed with plantain-leaves intermixed with 
reeds, and fastened down by a very long 
kind of grass, growing every where on 
the island in 'great luxuriance. The en
trance is by a space left blank in the 
work, generally about three feet high by 
two wide; and in lieu-of a door, a prickly 
pear-bush answers the purpose not amiss. 

, TWQ or three of the principal inhabitants; 
however, did sport a door of basket-work; 
bllt this was evidently a luxury beyond· 
the taste or the means of the· society at 
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large. The interior of these hUtSis divided 
into two compartments; the inner, one,' 
being the chief room, contains a sofa Igade 
of bamboo, with cocoa-nut leaves laced 
tightly across it. In the outer. chamber 
the natives cook their calavances -and 
wild-peas. The principal squares in the 
fashionable part of the town measured 
from seven to eight .paces across -; and as 
we entered two or three of them, one after 
the other, we were received by suchu})" 
roarious squallings and bawlings of mul
titudes of children, that· we were fain .. o 
back out again more speedily than we en
tered. I need scarcely mention, thatwhile 
the grown-up portion of the community 
at Johanna content themselves with less 
than a square yard of clothing a-pieceoD. 
an average, the small fry are left pretty 
much as they came into the world. Gene
rally speaking, these urchins are. hugely 
pot-bellied, and not very pretty, nor are 
any of them so graceful or well-formed as 
most of their seniors. 

I fell into. conversation at one place 
with a half-blind little body of a granny., 
nursing~ or pretending to nurse, a very 



piazZ3.i ;· •. ,O~eCtions. ',were; made to OUl" 

eD.trut~;; hut the· glitter_ of a small silver" 
coinibr!)ke down. the laws of the Prophet~ 
ij',·indeed·.there- be any law : against the 
entrance of Christians"which 1 believe 
there is not. At all events, we entered the 
mosque, after pulling off our shoes, at the 
desire ofthepriest; for while the English 
uncover their heads on entering a church, 
the Mahometans bare their feet; But we 
suffered. no jnconvenience, . for, the ,floor 
was laid with 'soft and ·cleanmats. At the 
inner end stood the altar, 'or what we took 
to, .be·such, a low sort of open box, rudely 
fashioned· into Gothic cuspings at top. 
Various oriental manuscripts lay about; 
and I observed, with great interest, Some 
of the identical inscriptions in Arabic cha,;;' 
racters described by Sir William Jo~s, 
in' his account of Johanna, as extracts1 
I think, from the Alcorail. The plea,.; 
sure which this great Eastern scholar ex; 
perienced, . and has so well described, 00 

first meeting with these writings, and being 
able to interpret them on their native spot,' 
must have been'OTerygreat.:· I reinembel" 
feeling somethinJ'plore' 'or less' akin· to 
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this, in a small way,·on;fil'$t\~eeing"tht{ 
St. Michael orange actually growing at the 
Azores; and still, more when,' long after.;l 
wards, a set of genuine tea-bushes I were 
pointed Qutto me by a native Chinese in 
a field near Canton . 

. We next proceeded to our guide'S house;. 
where he introduced us, not indeed to hip 
wives, for all these ladies were stowed 
~way behind a screen of mats; but to:WtW' 
of the males of his family; and" amongst 
others, to a queer copper-coloured ge.ntle<l 
man, who styled himself,: in,· his commu .. 
nications with us,.' the Duke of Devon .. 
shire,' and begged very hard to be allowed 
the honour of having our linen t()i wash~ 
His Grace was a little dumpy fellow,i who 
stooped considerably, wore neither shoes 
nor stockings, and exhibited so little of a 
nose, that when you caught his counte
nance in' profile, the facial line, as the 
physioguomists call it, suffered no inter
ruption on being drawn from the brow. to 
the lips. The poor· duke little knew the 
cause of the laughter which' his' occupa
tion; title; and, the, contrast of looks,. ex," 
cited in those of our p~who had seeu 
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his 'grace'i; 'Doble ~namesake in the oppo
site hemisphere; I 

, 'Our host presented us with some cool 
toddy fresh from the tree,' and mantling 
in's large pot, rudely fashioned fi-om the 
shell of a cocoa-nut; after· which, pre
tending to become a little bolder in our 
cups,'wemade an attempt to peep behind 
the envious screen which divided us from 
the ladies, .whose loud tittering we heard 
from time to time. ' Our impertinence, 
however. was repaid,-as· it deserved, only 
by a glance at a most severe old hag, wisely 
placed in the front ranks, as a sort of 
Gorgon shield to defend the more youthful 
damsels behind. The Mussulmen did not 
appear to relish our curiosity; but they 
were readily appeased by our ascribing the 
liberty we bad taken to the effects of the 
potent beverage with which we had been 
entertained; and still more by our insist
ing upon paying a monopoly price for the 
toddy. Our host pocketed the affront and 
the cash with a glance towards the screett, 
and a laugh which seemed to ,imply, that 
for half the money we might have carried 
off tlle old lady herself., ' ,I 
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It was now time to return to the palace ; 
80 we rose and stooped our way (mt ofthe 
door, glad indeed to get again into' the 
clear and beautiful air of that celestial 
climate, and. to behold, all round and 
above us, one of the richest, the most gor
geous landscapes that human eyes could 
wish to rest upon. It now appeared even 
more contrasted than bef!>l'e with man and 
all his works ; indeed, oilr attention was 
often m08tpainfnIIy excited during the 
day's ramble to this sad want of ket:l1ing 
between the occupants and the scenery, 

" Where all save the spirit of man 'is divine." 

The foliage, which,~of course, varies in 
lint as the mountain rises, and as difFerent 
kinds of vegetation succeed one another, 
extends in those latitudes, nearly in all its 
luxuriance, to the very top of the highest 
peaks, which are not less compl~tely clad 
than the .most sheltered .glades or shelves 
of the low grounds, quite down to the 
water's edge. -This feature of tropical 
.slands, perhaps the most.characteristic of 
any, is certainly amongst the most. grate
ful to the eye of a stranger; At Madeira 



~8.fid '!the' Azoree, 'the' vegeta~ion' i~ eonfined 
tll\d.~ricb~ broactJ>elt'round the base; and 
~en:'inl'the Wesflndies;'the,'summits of 

, lhe :mountains are mosllybatren.· 
The Island of .Johanna/ like Madeira 

and' 'all' ;other volcanic islands' I amac
~uainted with,' is 'indented; 'or cut' down
,,vardsnearlyfrom topto'bottom by deep 
Tav:ilies~which iare ! sha'rp; ridgy; and dis
tinctly marked by'lineS';or'sunshineat the 
sidesj but' ate 'geD.eralit lost' -in darkness 
in the -middle "t>artsll along'which, in the 
irainy season;' th~ tortents' must'dash in 
'grand style;' At lhJ 1imeof our visit to 
-johanna, we discovered ;only one 'stream, 
'which' aspired to none of the hurly-burly 
-attributes of a, mountain cataract,' but 
tripped its sparkling and scarcely audi
ble way pleasantly' enough from ledge to 
-ledge;~from t,hedistance. ]1dare say; of 
haIfa mile of perpendicular altitude, where 
its', 'stiurce:W8.8 .occasionally ,;visited by, a 
passing"cloud"hThe::lower -end of this 
'prettY"stream: was at: lerigth lostinsil~nee 
in a;wiD.ding flaiishelf-Qfground,'throtlgh 
-which it tainild-the'ba1,'e.fte1"re-appeafing 
and, trossing. '.lwhite lialidy(platfornYj ':1)1" 



strip,,o£ levd. ;bea~,,"al;!JtJ1e,-J;lAAe,dfU~~ 
bill. ,This,.6I!.t I ,helt, :fprI,ll~ng [t%lsp~ 
was thk:kly. ;covere4: by ia _p.c~ur~sqll~ 
grove of .CQC08I-Dut, ,trees, -gro~ngilquiw 
close. to one: anoth~r._ j' 

After ;saunt.ering .about t,he ,streets;,fQr 
soma tUne,! w~ fell in with the governor 
of the place, afine~lookingtal\ -Ara~rPr:a 
deep olive. ~lour.~ upmixed ~thfany. tpu:~ 
of the, fatal_ .African, I huer.-rjb.a,t J melan
choly and, I alr:qqst, J,lopeles~ -S~~iD: ;whi,cq,iis 
the cause ,Qf,,~_}:nllc4~4lr,ime. 'I!-nd : 110, p'lU(lb 
miseryinth~ wprld~. ,I H;1a ~~cel\ency:h.1J.d 
planted· on his.head" for; the -pccasi~JlJ!:.a 
huge white turban, and .cast ov:ef;i.his 
shoulders, not; without grace, a ,spielldid 
;robe of scarlet, matching,as 'th~ ,.ladies 
.wouldsay, rather.comically,with his;\yo.J.'
.J!hip's naked legs and fee!.- . Our colloquy 
lwitb.: thiilworthy functionary was _f;lutshol,"t 
-by.: •. ilummOJli· .from . the )<ing ;., ~a,_~s 
Jour, desire .to .II~ his,~aje8ty .bad..been 
-rather increased :than;: dimini~eq,J)Y~lan 
.acquaintance ,W!th,; hi~;~,ubjects, .. wel~t 
,not 8 moment iJiip~senting ,!u.reelres" nj 
~ I: ll'hq, ipalaee.: I~¥ch" JDigbt dll~vl}l _,l>een 
~wed.i"w,y ~ bhl~r'te;~1l>rflM" 
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fiult-parlour,: was ibuilt as nearly in the 
form· of a ,ship asmones and mortar could 
be made to assume such unwonted shapes; 
.Thearchitects of the government, it seems, 
had vehemently resisted this strange whim, 
but the royal taste was not to be disputed ; 
and .strange work the poor builders of 
Johanna ,had' made of it. The king, I 
suppose,' was not quite satisfied with the 
result;~ ,for, in order to secure his point 
as ,to· :the' imitation intended,' which the 
masonry but feebly supplied, his majesty 
inserted a bowsprit at that end of the 
building 'which he meant for the head, 
and' underneath ingeniously blocked out 
two round space~ as for hawse-holes for 
the cables ; devices which, as good cour~ 
tiers, we failed not to applaud as extremely 
natural and proper, 

The court"of Johanna, in spite of these 
fancies, has, its etiquettes as well as that 
of palaces in other parts of the globe j 

and instead of our being ushered at once 
into the royai presence~we were told that 
the king, fatigUed by 'the long audience 
he had given to the captain ofthe Volage 
and to, our 'passenger Si~ Evan NepeaIi;' 
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the governor of Bombay, had lain down, 
and was not, on any acconnt, to be ,dis-; 
turbed for twenty minutes. We held our., 
eel ves in some luck to get off so well; and, 
after a good deal of squ~ezing, we made 
our way, by the help of . the lord cham
berlain, whose paucity of dress we envied 
with all our souls, to a sort of antechamber 
up stairs, or rather up a ladder; for .the 
room, had it belonged to any thing but a 
palace, might have passed. for an honest 
cockloft. In a few minutes the- p;eat 

'officet'8 of state filled, up the apartment 
to the edge ofthe trap-door by which we 
had entered; and it soon' became so hot 
and close, that the black hole at Calcutta 
occurred frequently to our thoughts. ~ 
remonstrance to. our friend the red stick 
in waiting produced a slight relaxation, 
at the cost of much of our popularity; for 
the parties sent down: the grand staircase, 
could not, ()r would uot, understand that 
we were likely to be suffocated. 
. These Orientals, however, like the Spa

niards" even in their least courteous mo
ments,: seem never to forget the externals 
Qf go~:breeding;- and we saw upon this 
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~~wni,~)neQhs fOl"the firsttime, the 
graceful ,salamlpfthe East. It is 'pet
formed .by. bringing the fingers of the open 
right hand t.Q: .the forehead, .while in. the 
act of bowing. I have observed in India, 
when a peculiar degree of respect is to be 
shewn,thatthe person making the salam 
6rst .touches·the ground with his hand, 
and then brings it to his brow; thereby 
intiqlating, asl I conceive; that he has 
~rtuany performed an act of prostration. 
lAnd. surely DO one who has witnessed that 
Au.miliating ce~m.c:>Dy, without any such 
eonventional qualification, will deny that 
this substitute is better than the genuine 
Cotow; as the Chinese call it, where the 
,head is actually knocked on the ground" 

Most. of, the natives of Johanna, even 
the negro slaves, talk a little English:; 
but the best examples of persons possessed 
of.sucb acquirements were found, where 
they ought, to be, amongst the grandees'of 
the island. The following is a fair speci
,men of the conversation of the dukes and 
~ls at the capital of the Comoros. . ,~. '.!l 

" How do you do, sir? Veryglwf.l.s.ee 
YO\L.] D-n your eyes! 'Johanna. .man 



VOY AGES' .llUPI'RA."VELS. ~ 

like. :English very much, ~f!God(Jd~'1. 
That very good 1, EIl"1 'Devilish hdf;'sirJ 
What news 1 ,Hope' yOUr"ship',""iayntoO 
long while, very.' D-'-n'my eyer Very 
fine day." ; 

Mter which, in a sortoi' whisper"a~ 
companied by a most insinuating smile, 
his lordship, or his grace,' as' thel l'Iink"Of' 
the party might be, wonld.add:: "'" " 
, " You want orange 1 I You want griat? 
Cheap! ' 19ot'gOOd, very.'! 'YoJl~nd!me 
your clothes; I wash with my." bwn hand 
--clean! fine! very I' .. I'got every:t1:iing, 
plenty, great,much! God d--It !"~'And 
then; as if' to clench the' favourable opi;.. 
nion"which these eloquent· appeals"'had 
made, the' speaker was sure, to produce 
• handful of certificates from 'mates of 
Indiamen, ma8ters of Yankee brigs, 'and 
middies of men-of-war; some Written in 
'solemn earnest, some quizZically, though 
'all declaring his lordship; the bearer~ to 
be q pretty good washerman, but. the sort 
W person not to be trusted far Gut of sight, 
as he would certainly walk off with your 
,'Clotbes..bagit he could safely do so .. j , 

J!.s,We;bad: exhausted mos~ of the topics" 
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!J.Pd,ll.ll.the English words of our friends of 
tll~Jashionable world of Johanna, except
ing the oaths, which their profligate visitors 
appea~ to have been particularly success
ful,in sowing amongst them, when the 
king .was graciously pleased to rise from 
his bamboo couch, and summon us to his 
presence. The audience-chamber might 
hav,e. measured twelve feet long and eight 
wide, with a window at one end, made to 
slope like the stern,.post of a ship. Under 
the light sat the king, with his crown on 
his head;. an a,ppendage which, I must 
say, seems quite proper; and if it were 
always observed elsewhere, it would save 
many a bitt~_r disappointment to children 
and nurses; as I can answer from actual 
experience in my own family, at the 
Tuileries, and' elsewhere. But, in place 
of a sceptre in one hand, and a globe in 
the other,. which he ought by rights also 
to. have wielded, his majesty leaned both 
his hands on the hilt of a monstrous rusty 
sabre, or ship's cutlass, stuck perpendicu
larly between his legs. while his elbows 
rested on the .sides oCa clumsy, wooden 
arm-chair, exchanged probably with some 
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master of a merchant-shi})' fo'r a 'bntl6ek 
or two. The crown ~as amazingly grl1nd; 
being stuck round with stone~,precioris 
enough, I dare swear; and over all waS 
thrown, not inelegantly, an Indian shawl, 
which dropped on either side nearly 
to the elastic bamboo floor, covered 'With 
ratan mats. ' UndetJhe "shawLwe ~ould 
observe a cumbersome black velvet robe, 
strangely ill cut, streaked across with gold 
lace, and garnished with a whole regimerit 
of huge bottons. The folds of the,rob~ 
concealed from our view the cut and' qua~ 
lity of his majesty's small clothes ; out 
certes he wore no covering below the knee; 
nor any thing on his feet, ex~t a pair 'of 
sandals, consisting of a slip of deal" half 
an inch thick, tied to the great toe, and 
laced over the. instep by small bands, made 
of the long grass of the island. This load 
of finery well nigh concealed a round, fat, 
good-humoured, elderly personage, 'whose 
countenance gave no great promise 01 inJ 
teUect beyond what we had found amongst 
his subjects below stairs. With the instinc': 
tive readiness of high station, however, he 
gav~ the conversation a turn which inte-
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rested, ihisi~mpany,by asking us if we 
had'eyer seen an. Arabie almanac .. Upon 
our replying in the negative, and .expres~ 
ingthe expected degree of curiosity, he 
drew forth a roll of papers from his.chair, 
and read us· the names of the months; 
giving. to each what he doubtless consi.,. 
dered an English translation. \Vhile I was 
enacting the good courtier by wondering 
at his majesty's knowledge of these sub
jects,he suddenly asked me in what con
stellationthe SUD then was 1 I had not 
the least idea., and felt rather put out to 
be asked such a question in full court; 
but his majesty kindly supplied my igno
rance, by saying, with a triumphant air, 
" Sun now in Leo." Indeed, I suspect 
that I gratified him far more by leaving. 

. this exploit to him than if I.had answered 
the question myself. 

However this may be, his sable majesty 
followed up his question by asking me to 
make .him a dial, saying that the only 
instrument of the kind he possessed gave 
him very little satisfactory information as 
to the hour of the day. I began to think 
I was in a second scrape; for, although I 
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had some faint idea of thelprinCiples:.:of 
dialling, I felt by no means up to the'tltsIt 
of constructing such a thing on, the SPQt,' ' 
and, without reference to books. .1l. dial~ 
however, ",as produced, and the' J100r 
king's inability to make it work was suf..; 
ficiently explained by a note engraved 
on the plate, " Lat. 5.1! N.;" whereas 
Johanna lies in 12! S.! 'On my trying 
to explain this to him, he remarked, that 
when the question rela~d to sun-dials,the 
discuss~o~ ~ought to be in the open air.;, so, 
after gIvmg each of us a glass· of cocoa'" 
nut toddy, he adjourned the audience tc) 

the street. I suspect, however, that the' 
king's chief object in' making this ,move 
was to call our attention to the beauty of 
his palace, and to expatiate on his own' 
taste and skill in giving it a form as unlike 
any house in his dominions, or any where 
else, as it was possible to accomplish by 
means of such materials • 

. The truth is, that the Island ofJohanna 
lies directly in the track of ships proceed
ing to India by the Mozambique Channel, 
and being rich in supplies of-fruit, vege
tables, and fresh meat, becomes an im-
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. .. 
portantplaceof call for ships on a long 
voyage. . Alglost every' vessel passing that 
way' gives the king ·something to keep 
him in a good humour. This precaution 
is quite necessary; for his authority is said 
to be so absolute, that he fixes the price of 
every article the moment a ship anchors 
in the bay. In general he goes on board 
to market for himself, when he is propi
tiated with a 'present of gunpowder, mus
kets, and' pistols; or possibly he may be 
indulged in his fancy for an old coat, or 
a pair of tarnished epaulettes. In short, 
'nothing comes amiss to his majesty. 

When we returned to the beach, after a 
famous scramble along the steep sides of 
the mountain, the bay exhibited a much 
more busy scene than when we left it in 
the morning. The ship was by this time 
completely clustered round with canoes, 
and her sides, hammock-nettings, and rig
ging, studded over with the natives, who 
clung to her as shell- fish fasten them
sel ves to' the roots of the mangrove in the 
rivers of India. Meanwhile, many hun~ 
dreds of the negroes, accompanied by' t~eir 
wives and swarms of little romid' things, 
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~ more like beetles and blackberries than 
children,. were asSembled iJ1 numerous 
chattering groups under the trees, by the 
side of great pyramids of all sorts of fruits, 
vegetables, eggs, and fish, which they were 
willing to sell for money, or to barter for 
knives, needles, looking-glasses, or trin~ 
kets of any kind. For a quarter of a mile 
along. the shore there was such a jabber.., 
ing, paddling, squalling, laughing, and 
bargaining, that we had trouble. enough 
to force our way through the market to 
the beach. Even when we got aBOat; 
there was scarcely room for the oars of 
our boat, so great was the crowd of native 
canoes. The ship, as we expected, was 
pretty nearly in possession of these merry 
folks, amongst whom we found some on 
the quarter-deck arrayed in tawdry finery 
almost as grandly as their king, being 
togged out with old gorgets and epau~ 
lettes, remnants of lace, heaps of buttons, 
and all kinds of odds and ends which 
,they had purchased from the ships swee~ 
ing through their channel on the way to 
India •. 

As long as it was daylight, nothing short 
VOL. II.-SERIES II. R 
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of foree lwQuIdhave cleared .OUT decks; 
but as· 'the nigbt fell, the natives gra
dually paddled away; Many of them, in
deed, having lost sight of tbe canoes which 
brought them from the shore, made their 
salam to us, and tumbled themselves over
board, with as much unconcern as if they 
had been natives of the sea, and never 
touched the firm land all their lives. By 
the time it was quite dark, every native 
had left us; and, though we could still 
hear a slight murmur along the beach, 
and discover a fire here and there under 
the trees, it was evident the great mass of 
the population, which had been assembled 
during the day from all parts of the 
island, had returned to sleep in their own 
villages. 

As soon as the first air of the damp land
wind breathed faintly oft' to us from the 
side of the mountain, we quietly tripped 
our anchor, sheeted ho~e the sails, and 
glided, probably quite unperceived, out of 
the bay. Long before the next morning 
dawned, we were twenty leagues to the 
northward of the island, spinning away 
towards India before a fresh south-wester. 
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, ~ On Sanday, the' 2d, of AUgust,<'we1ib". 
erossed the' equator, 'and_once 'more en4 
tered the' northern hemisphere. .on ,the 
11 th we made the eoast of India; and neXt 
day, the 12th of August, 1812, anchored in 
the magnificent harbour of Bombay. 



r CHAPTER VII. 

8UGGESTIOJrS TOW.RDS, DIMINISHING THE 

,"NUMBER AND SEVERITY 01> ·NAVAL PU

. NISHMENTS •. 

I ,TRUST that most of mybrother-officers 
·who.hate cQmm8J1dedships can lay their 
,hands 'llPontqeir.hearts !lnd conscientious-
1y declare they haveneve;r inflicted an un
just puni$hment, I can only confess, with 
much sorrow. that I,. unfortunately, am 
not of that number. But as mere regret 

. pn such occasions contributes nothing to
wards. remedying the evils committed,. I 
have long. employed my thoughts in de
vising some plan .whichmight lessen the 
,number of punishments at sea, andth~s, 
perhaps. ,save others from the remors~ I 
have ,felt, whil~ it might tend to relieve 
.the service JroJD the discredit of an it;n
proper degree of severity in its penal ad-
ministration. . 

I have" already discussed at length, in 
another work, the nature of military and 
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naval punishments, and endeavoured to 
establish 'one or two leading points in this 
ungracious but. very: important question." 
It is not my purpose at present to resume 
that branch of the inquiry which relates 
to the fittest description of punishment, 
or that which, under all the varied cir
cumstances of each case, produces the 
necessary degree of order at the smallest 
expense of human suffering-.· This, un
questionably, must be the problem which 
every'right-minded officer will employ his 
best exertions to solve; and I sMJlbe 
truly happy if the attention I have be
stowed upon the subject is found to assist 
these laudable endeavours to lessen an evil 
. which, as long as human nature continues 
the same, cannot be altogether removed. 

Before proceeding 'to the 'main. point 
Under consideration, the diminution of the 

; number and the degree of punishments 
on board ship, I must entreat officers not 
to mislead themselves, or to allow them
selves to be misled by others, into the 
very mischieTous fallacy of supposing that 

, 7 . 

• Travels in the tJDited States, voL iii. chap. 5. 
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~iiy lOne "of'Il.U'the'various!'substitntes 
whIcH, hllveyet ifiel!I1 proposed fOi'corporal 
punisnment are 'oile whit less severe; or ill 
poiIit of faet les~ deserving of that charac~ 
ter~ thad the method which has been so 
long established. It is well known to of~ 
meetS of most experience, . that this power~ 
ful engine of discipline maYt under proper 
re~1aii.6ns;be rendered not only the most 
!f!1fe(itive~' bUt eSsentially the most, lenient, 
Ea~<J:.:wh~Il.aulylreported·and checked, far 
'iii6te1:ik'elyWcontribu~ to the peace and 
~omfort bfthe'men themselves, than any 
fof the,"frpecions -but flimsy substitutes al
·lUd'edto. 'This; however, will hold good 
lorily'When the present system is brought 
'it.ildet' 'a: 'course' of rigid arrangements, 
"~aIJlllated to correct the evils that, in 
Clortnef'ti~es, were but too justly com
lplained"of,every one of which, it is of 
'I ~be' greatest irilportaIice to remark, is much 
c.1note'likelytooccur in the proposed sub
"s'fiihte!l thar1undet the present method of 
J bhastisement;' " Solitary confinement, for 
"Mihmple~' 1 take 'tobe'one, of ' the -most 
-' i cruel;' and~' I generally sp'eaking','onebf the 
b'iI\.ost,unjust of all' ptinishmentS';' for it'-is 
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incapable..ofb~ing ~orrectlyp1easu};~~t *H~ 
it ILIlJlost always rendeJ'fJ,t,be,01feAA~r WWj~W 
It is apt, also, t.o. ,.p~otract'fp'is,'~W.~.l'iH~f 
far. beyond all required. bound/!. W~f I¥ 
not only promptB him,.andgiv~ R.% t!~W 
to brood, over' his. most revengef~pllrr 
poses, but irritates him against,h,i~,9$Ce,W 
and his duty; degrades ';hi~,~qllhi~,o~¥ 
eyes, and, iflong continlled,. a~n;l.o~~ Jq~p\, 
ably leads to insanity and. ~uicid~~ .-, ~~~ 
if it be not extended.SO; farIM;~I~,I;ipgJMs 
mind to this, pitch .of,4~sp~ir ,,. ~Y~U'c;~qW' 
of such: confinePlent ¥!, ~ ·Ja.r:t.IJ. ",WI,1 ~~ 
wards that dreadful consummation ... :, All 
the beneficial effects ofex~ple;'Mk~wj~" 
are necessarily lost; becau~ the, J¥>l~tl\rY 
culprit's sufferings, horr~ble th~llg1j1J4!lY 
no doubt are, never meet the ,ey'~ ~~Jhe 
rest of the crew, nor, indeedp:lcaqJ:~~ej 
ever be truly made. known/to .thez:q ; ,and 
;i£ the wretch himself have: .a,ny, .vigo~r 

.,of mind left when he ,qui1;s ,~i~ cell, ' J:1e 

.. will naturally,. when. speakIDg. to his copt
,panions, make. light of his cpufine:ment • 
. )3\1,t . ,not one ;man in athqusan~. ,tW~I1 
"c;>f ~ur hardiest I'pii·its. can. maintain this 
"air 9Vndi~erence a~ ~~ gan~Ij.Y'j,~d 
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althougllltl muSt be admitted ~ata man, 
atIIlQ(!fusrloinents,.can :feel ri!/) great kind
J!eslbto~,hia'offi.cer; the' transient nature 
o£~the· 'puDishment, 'compared to the pro
longed·miseryofaolitary confinement, 
leaves no·time' for .discontent to rankle. 
lnever -once ·knew,: nor ever heard of an 
instance iin:which·a corporal punishment, 
admiriistered calmly and with strict regard 
fu, justice 'and 'established usage, was fol
lowed~ by ':anypermarient:ill-will resting 
onrthe mind ·:ofa . sailor, eitber towards 
his captain 'Or towards the service . 
. . It happened to' me once, when in com

mand· of a, ship, in the Pacific ocean, to 
have occasion to punish a very good sea
man.· The offence was inaome degree '8 

doubtful one, but, upon the whole, I felt 
it my duty, to correct it ratber sharply" 
On mature reflection, however, I began 
tQ.l!uspect .J .. had done. wrong ; and on 
joining . the' commander"'in-chief, some 
weeks afterwards, .. I laid all the circum-' 
stances of the case before him, and begged' 
him to, tell me' . fairly what he thought.;!: 
He examined 'the 'details minlltely,eross~., 
questioned me about tbewi and, after some 
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deliberation, said, :that: although I, ,haa 
the letter of the.1aw with -me, I had wed 
hastily,. which in this instance was' acting 
unjustly; ,for . had I-waited a little, the 
true bearings of the case must, he thought, 
have made themselves apparent. This 
judgment of my commodore (one -of 1h6 
soundest-headed and best-hearted men in 
the whole Navy) squared but too well with 
my OWll feelings· upon the· .matter, and: 
doubled the shame I was already lIuffering' 
under. From that hour to 'this, {have, 
never ceased to catch· with 'engerneu at. 
any suggestion which I thought ' might 
contribute to save dese"ingmen from a' 
similar misfortune, and well-disposed offi ... 
cers from the fatal errors DC precipitancy.· 
A little incident has perhapi had its effeet 
in quickening these speculative ideas into 
a practical shape • 

. Several years after the period alluded 
to, I .happened 10 be. sailing about Spit-, 
head in a, gentleman"s . yacht, when a', 
m8J!~f-war'lI cutter came a.longside~ ;As· 
nQ . rtffi.cer had been lIenf in; the boat, the 
messagE: was delivered by. the coxswainJ ' 
",h~1Q 1 did. not. teCognise.as 1m old ship"-



~lJtl)rf*jl\:,l1.~~m' ,to me:aft"ltook,j)ft' 
llilll,~a~'~lld'iheld put hill, hand" I then 
{~'mlle~tedi'Uul face .. or~e ~aman I.had 
~Jljustly ,plUlishedJ ,.1'0 .all; !lppearance he 
had" .entirely. :forgotten .. the circumstance: 
hut the· commodore's words, " You ought 
tohavelet that man oft';' rang in my ears, 
a,nd,myheartsmote me as I felt the honest 
felJ,Q.w:a.:gntI!p. ,;.'q. shall-never rest," I 
,~fte.rwar(is ,vC?wed;to. myselfj-f" till I have 
~Il~eded, :in, ~uggesting some, regulations 
JV~i<;h;_: a~ I Je.r as possible.; shall prevent 
,gthen officers from, falling into the same 
Lflrr<>r,~~ . 
~.[i:It-,sllems .to be now generally admitted 
~bJ!, all who .have . attended to the subjectt 

Jhat .. ever since the period when it be
,caDle .the .dllty of captains to make perio
.,I.lical; ; reports to the Admiralty. of the cor~ 
'tp~l'at punishments inflicted, those punish(
,~ent.s • have grlMiually decreased. Mean
.cWhilll the discipline has gone on improving; 
.and therefore it becomes a matter of much 
,pract~cal importance to investigate the true 
,llearings. of a . measure . by which such jn ... 
raluable .results .have been bfQughtabollt. 
l'h.i{t~ P.Q~ _~ question of :ple,re~urj()iUty; 
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but ,bali for its objeCt to:d~e1'whetrufr 
Borne further extension of' 1h~ 'same Prini. 
ciplee may not produce mUltS'· equant 
satisf'actory. It shoUld never be forgotten; 
however, that there'is an absolute neee&
sity for maintaining the present stric~ess 
of our discipline, which is one of the most 
essential8OUl'Ce8 of naval-succeSs; ; and, 
bext to theepirit of honour and patriotism 
whicn pervades the prof'essioIi,dt'may;be 
considered the very liI~blood of that branch 
of our national strength~ 'But ; there , are 
two very different method~ by'whicl·this 
vital object of' exact discipline may:'be 
accomplished; one is the' preventioo/ the 
othpr the punishment, of offences.' ; Some 
officers have endeavoured to do away with 
corporal punishment altogether; and BOme, 
on the other hand, have had recourse to 
hardly any thing else. The just union of 
1he two systems will, I believe, in the end, 
'perform the greatest public, service;- at 
'th~ least east of bunian Buffering. " Un
fortunately, there exists at first sight (but 
-onl,."8t first sight) 80 great.., degree 'Of' 
·Aimplicity, promptitude, and practieal efli
;cieney,~ in "the method of actual punish-



ment,t"teompared 'With the 'patient and 
almost unseen method of prevention~ that 
toomany'officers, especially amongst those 
who are inexperienced, prefer the more 
severe and energetic, to the less obvious, 
but eventually far 'more effectual resource 
of vigilance beforehand. 

In his Cooler moments, it is very true, 
abnost every officer, of whatever age or 
standing in the service, is ready to admit 
,the'truth: of the common-place maxim, 
that' it is :better to. prevent crimes than 
to punish them. But this verbal sort of 
admission will generally go for nothing at 
the moment of need, unless there be some 
practical, I had almost said mechanical, 
check interposed between the excitement 
of passion, and, the dangerous facility of 
giving vent to that excitement, in the 
irrevocable 'and always too ready shape of 
bodily chastisement. Accordingly, it is, 
perhaps, not too much to say, that there 
are few much-employed officers who can 
look back to' the punishments they have 
ordered, without feeling that, in some 
instances, it might possibly have been 
better for all parties concerned, had there 
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existed in those days. some·official warning 
which they ~uld not disregard. I of such'a 
nature as to produce deliberate . reHection~ 
before it was too late. 

Antecedent to June 1811, the date. of 
the order by which officers in command 
of ships were required to send .quarterly 
returns of punishments to the Admiralty, 
there was little or no restraint· upon the 
despotie authority of the captain,:. a;, faJ\ 
at. least, . as corporal punishments wert! 
concerned. And it must beintherecol .. 
lection of everyone who served: in those 
days, that captains, not really cruel by 
nature, nor more intemperate than the 
ordinary run of men, were sometimes led, 
by the mere indulgence of unlimited and 
unscrutinised authority, to nse a degree of 
Jleverity not only out of proper measu~ 
with the crime, but, by reason of its ques ... 
tionable justice, hurtful to the discipline 
of the ships, and to the general character 
of the service •. , 

,Such things may also possibly bav~ 
happened even of late years;, but, ceJ'oo 
tainl y, in practice they have been much less 
UElqu~nt.; The reason is twofold,:: in· the 



fihltJ7p1acef! 110" person. whatever.be·, his 
llature or his station in life; can be jnw 

different to the character he holds," either 
inAhe oeyes of his employers, or in those 
pf the public; and this is peculiarly the 
case ,when the question turns upon human. 
!luffering., lathe next place, the proper 
authorities to whom the quarterly reports 
!l-l'emade"if they see any thing. in these 
returns ,which tlQOkslike undlleseverity; 
may~ ,and" actually. dO;t· take. immediate 
nI.easures, 10 prevent' ,its recurrence. It 
has thus, hecome,the professional interest, 
r~d. in; point, of fact, also the sincere de-< 

sire of most officers in command of ships" 
to ;keep down. theh' list of punishments' as 
IpUch as possible. 
., No Admiralty regulations, nor any othel' 

artificial device that ever was thought oft, 
can oonvert a hot-headed captain into .. fl. 
coolrexperienced, or reHecting person., 
Nevertheless,. it, does seem to be quite 
within the legitimate, ra.nge of official, 
power, to compel all intemperate officers,,' 
whether, young. or 'old, to behave,as ,far 
as. their nature will ,allow,! .in·the samer 

'~annev., as, ~men.; of, ,sense,," feeling,.! and, 
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thorough knowledge of the'service}' JVoola 
act in likecireumstances. - [ W ~;'iutflll 

It is . a rule, now very generally;bl).. 
served by the best authorities in the Navy~ 
never to' punish a man' onth~!qay· :the 
offence has been committed. ' And'expe~ 
rience having shewn the wisdom:.1oilihis 
delay, there seems no reason why-so simple 
a rule" one' which. the most experiencedJ 
soher-minded.,and intelligent offieers hav~ 
discovered to be highly beneficial: in pra~ 
tice, and, have ,voluntarily imposed"on 
themselves, . should' not be: establishe<l btl:! 
peratively up'On' every :captain" withhut 
exception. .' '< 

It is important, in discussing'th~'snbl:i 
ject of naval discipline, to recollect; uIlder 
what· peculiar and trying' drcumstarices 
the .captain of ,a man-of-wal"is Jp1aeedi' 
and how much he stands 'in need· not' 
only 'of every assistance that can' possibly
be afforded to guide his judgmentibutof 
every artificial check that can be: devised 
to control his tempe.,. ,;.,', ,,' ,," 
,yAs· he is charged with the; sole" execu,l 

tive;government!otthe I(!()mmnnity'()vet' 
which. he,presidest-he is called upon to 
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exercise many ,of the legislative~ as well 
as the judicial functions of his little king
dom. Having made laws in the first in
stance, he has to act the part of a judge 
in the interpretation of those laws; while, 
in the very next instant, he may stand in 
the. place. of a jury to determine the facts 
of the case, and of a counsel to cross
question the witnesses. To this strange 
jumble of offices is finally added the fear
ful tasks of allotting the punishment, and 
seeing it carried into effect! If eve!: there 
was a situation in the world, therefore, 
requiring all the aids of deliberation, and 
especially of that sobriety of thought which 
a night's rest can alone bestow, it is surely 
in the case of a captain of a man-of-war. 
And if this rule has been found a good 
one, even by prudent and experienced of
ficers, who~ it' appears, never trust them
selves to punish a man without twenty
four hours' delay at least, how much more 
important might not such & regulation 
prove, if less discreet persons were com
pelled to adopt inv'a.riably a similar course 
of deliberation 1 Nor does it appear pro-
bable, that, in the whol~ complicated range 
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or the service, cases will 0 

its true interests may not 
8Wered by punishments inflic 
delay, than if the reality or the sem 
of passion, or even the slightest suspicion 
of anger, were allowed to . interfere with 
the purity of naval justice. It is so diffi
colt, indeed, to detach the 'appearance of 
vindictive warmth from poilishmentswhich 
are made to follow quickly after the offence, 
that in all such cases there is great danger 
incnrred of inflicting much pain to little 
.or no purpose. . ' •• 

In the first plaCe, therefore; I consider 
it might be very advantageouSly establish
ed, by a positive order froiD the Admi-" 
ralty, that one whole day, or twenty-foni 
hours complete, should, in every instance, 
be allowed to elapse between the investi
gation of an offence, and the infliction of 
the puniShment which it may be thought 
to deserve. It ought by no means to be 
reckoned enough that twenty-foUr hours 
have passed since the offence has been 
committed; the interval· in . question, to 
be of iDuchuse, should take its date from 
the· time the eircumstances of the case 
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have. been: inquired into by the captain 
himself. The reason of this limitation 
will be apparent, if it be recolle<:ted that 
the moment at which the officer's anger, 
indignation, excitement (call it by what 
name we will), is likely to be the greatest, 
is when he first becomes acquainted with 
the details of the offender's misconduct. 
Unfortunately, however, it is general1y at 
thai· instant, when of all others he is 
least in a cOlidition to pronounce a cool 
judgment, that the captain's decision is 
made as to what shall be the amount of 
punishment. And if the execution of the 
sentence follows close upon the heels of 
the investigation, the injustice, if there 
happen to be any, may be irrevocably 
committed, long before the case can have 
received adequate consideration. 

"In order still further to circumscribe 
the chances of passion interfering with 
the, judgment, not only of the captain, 
but of the officer who makes the com~ 
plaint, as well. as the witnesses and other 
parties concerned, I think it should be 
directed, that all offences whatsoever are 
to be inquired into between nine o'clock 
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in the morning and noon. This is per
haps the only period in the whale day 
perfectly free from suspicion as·to the 
influence of those exciting causes which, 
as we all know, tend materially to warp 
the judgment, even of the wisest and best 
men. The ship's company, it must be 
recollected, take their dinner and grog 
at mid-day, and the officers dine soon 
after. To those who have witnessed in 
old times the investigation and punish
ment of offences immediately after the 
cabin dinner, the importance of this ~gu
lation will require no further argument. 
At any other period of the day, except 
that above specified (between nine o'clock 
and noon), the irritation caused by fatigue, 
hunger, or repletion, is so apt to interfere 
with the temper, and consequently with the 
judgment, that it should never be chosen 
for so delicate an affair as an inquiry into 
details which may be followed by so dread-:
ful a consequence as corporal punishment. 

It is undoubtedly trne, that the essen
tial characteristics of naval discipline are 
now, and ought always to be, promptitude 
of action, and that vigorous kind of deci-



260 FRAGMENTS OF 

sion which leads to certainty of purpose 
at all times, and under all circumstances 
that can possibly arise. But these very 
qualities, which constitute the sinews of 
strict discipline, ,are manifestly of no per
manent· value, and cannot be calculated 
upon at moments of difficulty and danger, 
unless they are regulated by justice, and 
made'to form parts of an established sys
tem of usage at once uniform in itself, and 
intelligible to every one on board. 

In civil life,no man of sense or discre
tion thinks of adopting any measure of 
consequence without first consulting his 
pillow; and there seems no good reason, 
that I can see, for supposing that what is 
proverbially useful in: one situation should 
be less true· to out nature" under similar 
circumstances, in another. 

If, indeed, it be thought by anyone 
that the, punishment of a seaman at the 
gangway is not an. affair of such conse
quence ,as to require all. this systematic 
deliberation, the whole of the present dis
cussion falls to the ground. But by most 
persons' it- will certainly continue to be 
considered a matter ·of high importance, 
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both to the character and to the real eii.., 
ciency of the naval service~ that .not one 
single lash should be given in. the course 
of a year more than is absolutely neces
sary for the maintenance of strict discipline. 
Witbout this, a man-of-war would very 
soon become worse than useless to the 
country, besides being what a ' slack ship' 
has been emphatically termed, • a perfect 
hell afloat !' 

Independently of every such considera
tion, it is assuredly most desirable to esta
blish throughout the fleet the conviction, 
that, although the punishment of flogging, 
which has prevailed for so long a time, 
cannot possibly be discontinued, it shall 
be exercised with the least possible se-. 
verity. It is difficult to estimate howes. 
senti ally this conviction, if once fixed in 
the minds of the seamen, and guaranteed, 
as I think it'might be, in a great measure, 
by a very simple Admiralty regulation, 
would contribute to extend the popularity of 
the naval service throughout the country. 

There are some minor details, in ad,.. 
dition to the above suggestions, which it 
may be useful to consider in connexion 
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with them. All punishments should take 
place between the hours of nine in the 
morning and noon, for the reasons hinted 
at above, in the recommendation to select 
that period of the day for the investigation 
of offences. If possible also, not more 
than one day should be allowed to elapse 
after the inqUiry; for, although there is 
always something like passion in a punish
ment which is too prompt, there may, on 
the other hand, frequently appear SOme
thing akin to vindictiveness in one which 
has beel1 delayed until the details of the 
offence are well nigh forgotten. ' 

It seems likewise very material that the 
captain should avoid pronouncing, either 
during, or immediately after the inves
tigation of an offence, any declaration 
whatever of his intentions as to the mea
sure of punishment he means to order. 
It is, indeed, the very object of the pro;. 
posed regulations to afford time for cool 
reflection; and much of their benefit 
would be destroyed, if the captain were 
to commit himself by threats made in the 
moment of greatest itTitation. If he were 
a weak man, he might be apt (merely to 
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preserve an appearance of consistency) 
to follow up, when cool, a threat made 
in anger, but of the propriety of which 
he was no longer convinced. Or even 
admitting that he possessed great strength 
of character, or that his sense of justice 
overcame his fears of any _ such imputa",: 
tion, still, in such cases of vacillation, 
there must inevitably be more or less in
jury done to good discipline, by a public 
display of infirmity of purpo~ on the pan 
of the highest authority on board. 

I could relate many instances ,9tin
justice arising from precipitancy in award
ing punishment, and of the ,beneficial 
effects of systematically deferring to pro
nounce sentence till the heat of the mom~nt 
had passed; but the following anecdotes, 
for the accuracy of which I c:anvouch, 
seem sufficient to arrest the attention to 
good purpose. I 

Two men-of-war happened to be cruising 
in company; one of them, a line-of-battle 
ship, bearing an admiral's flag; the other, 
a small frigate. One day, when they were 
sailing quite close to each other, the signal 
:was made from the large to. the . small 
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ship to chase in a particular direction, 
implying that a stran",ae sail was seen in 
that quarter. The look-outman at the 
maintop~mast~head of the frigate was in
stantly called down by the captain, and se
verely punished on the spot, for not having 
discovered and reported the stranger before 
the flag-ship had made the signal to chase. 

The unhappy sufferer, who was a very 
young hand, -unaccustomed to be aloft, 
had merely taken his turn at the mast
head with the rest of the ship's com~ 
pany, and could give no explanation of his 
apparent neglect. Before it was too late, 
however, the officer of the watch ventured to 
suggest to the captain, that possibly the dif
ference of height between the masts of the 
two ships might have enabled the look-out 
man on board the admiral to discover the 
stranger, when it was physically impo~ 
sible, owing to the curvature of the earth, 
that she could have been seen on board 
the frigate. No attention, however, was 
paid to this remark, and a punishment 
due only to cnme,. or to a manifest breach 
of discipline, was inflicted. 

The -very next day the same officer, 
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whose remonstrance had proved so in
effectual, saw the look-out man at the 
6ag-ship's mast-head again pointing out 
a strBIle,17e sail. The frigate chanced to 
b& placed nearly in the direction indi
cated; consequently she must have heen 
somewhat nearer to the stranger than 
the line-or-battle ship was. But the maa 
stationed at the frigate'S mast-head de
clared he could distinguish nothing of 
any stranger. Upon which the officer of 
the watch sent up the captain of the 
main-top, an experienced and q~k
sighted seaman, who, having for some 
minutes looked in vain in every direction, 
asserted positively that there was nothing 
in sight from that elevation. It was thus 
rend~red certain, or, at aU events, highly 
probable, that the precipitate j!eDtence of 
the day before had been unjust; for, under 
circumstances precisely similar (or even 
less favourable), it appeared that the poor 
fellow-could not by possibility have seen 
the stranger, for not tirst detecting which 
he was punished ! 

I must give the conclusion of this pain
ful story in th/il words of my informant, 
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the officer .of the deck, one of the kind
estl and bravest, and best of men: "I 
reported all this to the captain of the ship; 
and -watched the effect. He seemed orr 
the point of acknowledging that his heart 
smote him; but pride prevailed, and it 
was barely an ejaculation that escaped. 
So m~ch for angry feelings getting the 
better of judgment !" 

I have seldom related this anecdote in 
any company, without observing that it 
drew forth from those who listened to it 
a marked and unqualified expression of 
censure. And the case, I admit, is a 
very strong one. But before we condemn 
without mercy the object of our indigna
tion, I would venture to ask, which man 
amongst us aJJ.. whether at sea in the 
command of a. ship, ot on shore at the 
head -of a regiment, or in the sober ma
nagement of a mercantile house, or even 
in the tranquil jog-trot of a family in the 
most private station of life, can honestly 
and fearlessly say that he has never, in 
moments of haste, been guilty of acts, if 
not quite so· severe, at least as unjust 1 
I have already admitted that I myself am 
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not of this fortunate number. and .I may 
therefore be permitted to urge upon others 
the necessity of interposing· as many arti
ficial checks as possible upon the excite.
ments of passion. 

In the mean time, the following anec
dote will help to relieve the disagreeable 
impression caused by the incident just re
lated, without obliterating the salutary re
flections which it seems calculated to trace 
on the mind of every well-disposed officer; 

Three sailors, belonging to the watering 
party of a man-of-war on a foreign station, 
were discovered by their officer to have 
strayed from the well at which the casks 
had been filled. These men, it appears, 
instead of assisting in rolling the heavy 
butts and puncheons across the sand. pre
ferred indulging themselves in a glass of 
a most insidious tipple, called Mistela iti 
Spanish, but very naturally' transmogrified' 
by the Jacks into Miss Taylor. The . of
fenders being dragged out of the pulperia, 
were consigned, without inquiry, to the 
launch, though they had been absent only 
a few minutes, and were still fit enough 
for work. 'The officer of the boat, how-
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ever, happening to be an i.·on-hearted 
disciplinarian, who overlooked nothing, 
and forgave no one, would not permit 
the men to rejoin the working party, or 
to touch a single cask; but when the 
boat returned to the ship, had the three 
offenders put in irons. 

'Vhen these circumstances were re
ported to the captain, in the course of the 
day, so much acrimony was imparted to 
hiB account by the officer, that the cap
tain merely said, "I shall be glad if you 
will defer stating this matter more fully 
till to-morrow morning, after breakfast: 
take the night to think of it." To-morrow 
came, and the particulars being again de
tailed, even more strongly and pointedly, 
by the officer, the captain likewise became 
irritated, and, under the influence of 
feelings highly excited, had almost or
dered the men up for immediate punish
ment. Acting, however, upon a rule 
which he had for some time laid down, 
never to chastise anyone against whom he 
felt particularly displeased, without at least 
twenty-four hours' delay ,he desired themat
ter to stand over tiJ.l the following morning. 
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In the mean time, the men in con£i.ne~ 
ment, knowing that- their offence waS'· a 
very slight one, and feeling that it had 
been caused· very much by the neglect of 
the petty officers of the watering party, 
laid their heads together, and contrived, 
by the aid of the purser's steward, to pen 
a supplicatory epistle to the captain. This 
document was conveyed to its destination 
by his servant, a judicious fellow, who hap
pened to have he~rd amongst the people 
on the lower deck that the case was really 
a hard one. Though it proved no e~sy 
matter to decipher the hieroglyphics writ
ten by the prisoners under the dingy light 
of a purser's tallow glim, it appeared evi:" 
dent that .theremust have occurred se
veral extenuating circumstances in their 
history. which had not been brought for
ward before. The only remark, however~ 
which the captain made, was, that the 
letter ought not to have been brought to 
him; and that his servant was quite out 
of order, in being accessory to any pro
ceeding so irregular. 

The steward took the hint, and recom.i. 
mended the prisoners tq appeal to the 
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complaining officer. Accordingly, next 
day, when the captain went on deck, that 
person came np and said, 

" I have received a strange letter, sir, 
from these three fellows whom I com
plained of yesterday; but what they say 
does not alter my opinion in the least." 

" It does mine, however," observed the 
captain, after he had ~ed through it, 
as if for the first time. 

"Indeed, sir!" exclaimed the other; 
adding, "I hope yon won't let them off 
on this account." 

" I tell you what it is," quietly remarked 
the captain, "I would much rather you 
let them off than that I should; for it 
strikes me, that all the useful ends of dis
cipline will be much better served, and 
your hands, as well as mine, more essen
tially strengthened, by your taking the 
initiative in this business instead of me. 
My advice to you therefore is, that whe~ 
I go below, you send for the men, and say 
to them you have read their statement, 
and that, although it does by no means 
excuse, it certainly explains, and so far 
extenuates their offence, that you feel dis-
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posed to try what your influence with the 
captain can do to get them offaltogether." 

" I do not see the force of your rea... 
soning,.. answered the offended officer; 
" nor can I conscientiously triBe with 
the service in the manner proposed. I 
thought at first, and I still think, that 
these men ought to be punished; and 
as far as I am concerned, they shall cer
tainly not escape." 

" 'VeIl, well," cried the captain, "you 
will not, I hope, deny that I am the best 
judge of what is right and fitting to, be 
done on board this ship; and I tell you 
again, that I consider the discipline will 
be better served by your being the mover 
in this case, than by my taking the affair, 
as you wish me to do, entirely out of your 
hands. Will you do as I suggest 1" 

" I beg your pardon, sir, but really I 
cannot, consistently with my sense of duty, 
adopt the course you propose. I think it 
right to insist, as far as I can with pro
priety, on these men being punished." 

" Tum the hands up for punishment, 
then!" said the captain to the first lieu .. 
tenant, who had been walking on the 
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other side of the deck during this col
loquy; "and let the. three prisoners be 
brought on deck." 

The gratings were soon rigged under the 
mizen-stay-the quarter-masters placed 
with their seizings on either side-the 
boatswain and his mates (with the terrible 
weapons of naval law barely concealed 
under their jackets) arranged themselves 
in a group round the mast-while the ma
rines, with fixed bayonets and shouldered 
arms, formed across the quarter-deck; and 
the ship's company, standing in two double 
rows, lined the sides of the deck. Not 
the slightest sound could be heard; and a 
person coming on deck blindfolded might 
have thought the ship lay in dock, with
eut a soul on board. 

In the middle of the open space before 
the hatchway stood the three wretched 
cu1pritS, with their hats off, and their 
eyes caSt down in hope1ess despair, but, 
to all outward appearance, firm and un
moved, as became men whose duty and 
habit it is to face every danger, sorrow, 
and hardship, without flinching. 

"'hen all was dec1ared ready, the first 
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lieutenant descended to the cabin, bu~ 
returned ~aain almost immediately, fol
lowed closely by the captain, in his cocked 
hat and sword, grasping in one hand 
the well-known roll of paper containing 
the articles of war, and in the other 
the master-at-arms' report of prisoners. 
Every head was uncovered at his appear
anee; and as he lifted his hat in answer 
to this salute, he laid it on the capstan, 
Ilcaainstwhich he leaned while reading the 
article under which the delinquents had 
fallen. . -

" Now," said he, addressing the three 
prisoners, "you bave been found guilty 
of an offence against the good order 
and discipline of this ship, which cannot 
be permitted, and wbich must positively 
be put a stop to. Heretofore it has not 
uccurred, and I trust this will be the last 
case. Do you admit that you deserve 
punishment 1" 

No answer. 
" Have you any thing to advanee why 

you should not be punisbed 1" 
The f~lloW8 nodged one another, scraped 

the deck with their feet, fumbled with 
VOL. 1I.-SERIES II. T 
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their hats and waistbands, and muttered 
something about "a letter they had writ
ten to the officer what reported them." 

" Letter!" exclaimed the captain; "let 
me see it." 

The epistle being handed to the captain, 
he read it aloud to the assemhled ship's 
company, who listened with all their ears. 
At the conclusion,· he folded it up, and 
turning to the officer, asked, 

" What have you to say to this 1" 
" Nothing, sir; nothing," was the ob

durate reply. 
"'VeIl now, my lads," obt!erved the 

captain to the crew, after a pause of 
several minutes, .. I shall give you a 
chance. These fellows appear, by their 
own confession, to have done what they 
knew to be wrong; and accordingly, as 
you perceive, they have brought them
selves close aboard of the gangway. It 
would serve them all perfectly right to 
give each of them a good sound punish
ment. But I am willing to hope, that 
if I forgive them on your account-that 
is to say, if I let them off in consideration 
ofthe good conduct of the ship's company, 
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and in confidence of your .all behaving 
well in future-they will be quite as 
much disposed to exert themselves to 
recover their characters, as if they had 
tasted the bitterness of the gangway: at 
all events, I'll try them and you for once. 
Pipe down!" 

It is only necessary to state further, that 
for nearly a year afterwards there occurred 
no instance of drunkenness or neglect. at 
the watering-parties. 

Nothing is more hopeless, of course, than 
to expect that impetuous or unreasonable 
officers, whether old or young, will .... be 
brought, by any system of rules, to impose 
at all times the proper degree of restraint 
upon these expressions of their feelings, 
or that they will relinquish, without re
luctance, any uncontrolled and prompt 
exercise ofauthority which they have been 
in the habit of wielding. But it is pre
cisely this class of men whom it is most 
important to bring, \'y the sheer force of 
official power, into those habits of routine 
which the experience of wiser and better 
men has shewn to be attended with real 
'benefit to the service. 
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And here it may not be useless to re
mark, that these suggestions would scarce
ly, if at all, interfere with the regulations 
already established in ships commanded 
by officers of discretion and a right know
ledge of their duty; while the restraints 
imposed could hardly fail to work a whole
some change in other ships not so fortu
nately circumstanced. 

In order to prevent officers escaping 
from these obJ.i"aations, there might be se
veral additional columns added to the old 
printed form of Quarterly Returns of Pu
nishments. One of these should give the 
day and hour of the investigation, followed 
by another shewing the exact internl 
which had elapsed between the investiga
tion and the punishment, to enable the 
commander-in-chief, or the Admiralty, to 
judge how far their orders, in this respect, 
had been duly attended to. It likewise 
might be well, perhaps, to insert in an
other column . the 'name of the officer 
making the complaint. It has been found 
that no captain likes to send a long list of 
punishments; and, for similar reasons, no 
officer subordinate to him would wish -to 
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haTe his name fixed to a numerous string 
of complaints. In both cases, the motive 
Cor making exertions to prevent offences 
would be encouraged. But every prac
tical man knows, that when the sailors 
are well looked after, they always find it 
for their own interest and comfort to do 
their duty properly, and by falling into 
the ways of the ship avoid getting into 
scrapes. 'When once this desirable state 
of things comes about, punishments are 
always so rare, that every art should be 
resorted to which shall have the eff~t 
of substituting a well- regulated, hearty 
superintendence on the part of the officers, 
in place of the painful alternative of the 
lash. IC we can only make it the interest 
and plea..qgre of their superiors to set seri
ouslyabout preventing offences, the seamen 
will be. 8ure to meet the invitation more 
than halI-way; and thus, while the whole 
system of discipline is improved, the' pu
nishments will become fewer and further 
between, the ships actually more efficient, 
the men and officers happier. and the 
whole 5e"ice more popular. 

There is one other point of import-
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alice' in this discussion,and as it seems to 
possess a considerable analogy in its bear
ing to the suggestions already thrown out, 
it . may' possibly have greater weight in 
cQnjunction with them than if it were 
brought,forward alone. 

In every system of penal jurisprudence, 
whether civil or military, it seems to be of 
the first importance to let it be felt that 
the true degradation lies more in the crime 

'itself, than in the expiatory punishment 
by which h is followed. Whenever this 
principle is not duly understood, punish
ments lose half their value, while they are 
'often virtually augmented in severity. This 
is too well known to be further com
mimted upon; but there is an extension 
of the principle, which, although not so 
generally recognised, appears to be fraught 
with much utility in its practical applica
'tion to the intricate science of discipline. 

The object of all punishments is evi
·dently to prevent the recurrence of offences, 
ilitherby others or by the offender him
self. But· it iii not, by any means; duly 
considered, that in order toi prevent the 
same person from repeating his crime, he 
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ought to have a fuR and fair chanc~ 
allowed him for virtue. If this pe trJlf 
(and it seems almost self-evident), a little 
further reflection will shew, that ouevery 
principle of justice, as well as of sound 
policy, the offender should be allowed to 
start afresh for his character frQ~ ~he very 
instant his punishment is over. If a man 
is never to have his offence or its chastise
ment forgotten~ he can hardly be expected 
to set seriously about the r~-establishment 

.ofhis damaged reputation. ,For, in;,time 
it must come abQut,; that, both he and his 
companions will naturally ascribe all ~lie 
misfortunes of his situation rather, to, the 
nature of the punishment which is. past, 
than to their true cause, the degrading 
nature' of the crimes he commits. If, 
while he is in this frame of mind, ,eith~r 
the old offence or its punishment be cast 
in his teeth, the unhappy man cannot 
but feel that his officers are in. a sort of 
league against him, ,and are determined 
to deny him, a fair chance., He ,wilt next 
fancy, and. not without reason, that every 
action of his life, however innocent or 
,even JDeritor~ous.is liable to misc~nstruc-



280 FRAGMENTS'OP 

tion . from this eternal recollection of his 
past .errors; and he will certainly be. far 
less likely to draw proper distinctions be
tween good and. bad conduct, than if he 
were allowed to feel that all his actions 
were judged, as they ought in reason to be, 
exclusively upon their own proper merits. 

Neither ought it to be forgotten, that a 
man so circumstanced has really stronger 
claims_on our sympathy, and is more en
titled to our protection, than if he had 
never fallen under censure. He has, in 
some sort, if not entirely, expiated his 
offence by the severity of its consequences; 
and every generous-minded officer must 
feel, that a poor seaman whom he has 
been compelled, by a sense of duty, to 
punish at the gangway, instead of being 
kept down, has need of some extra assist
ance to place him even on the footing he 
occupied before he committed any offence. 
If this be not granted him, it is a mere 
mockery to say that he has any fair 
~hance for virtue. 

It might, therefore, I think, be very use
fully made imperative upon the captain; 
at some short period after a punishment 
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has taken place, (say on, the next muster
day,) and when the immediate irritation 
shall have gone off, to- call the offender 
pnhlicly forwardp and in the presence of 
the whole ship's company give him to 
understand that, as he had now received 
the punishment which, according to the 
rules of the service, his offence merited, 
both the one and the other were, from 
that time forward p to be entirely forgotten; 
and that he was now fully at liberty to 
begin his course anew. I can assert, from 
ample experience, that the beneficial effects 
of this practice are very great. J , 

The propriety of extending this assur
ance of oblivion to those cases in which 
offences have been pardoned~ is not quite 
80 obvious at first sight. But when it 
is recollected, that the end of all discipline 
is to get the public work permanently 
well done, and that, in order to have 
it 80 performed, the men must be induced 
to set about their duty heartily, it will 
be seen, that the gracious rule of letting 
offences drop into oblivion applies' with 
nearly equal force to this case as toone 
in which the crime has' actually been 
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punished. If a man have committed- an 
offence which has brought him to the 
verge of such a formidable danger, it is 
far more likely that the lesson will be 
effectually engraven on his mind, if he 
be permitted to labour freely in a course 
of amendment, than if his redeeming 
exertions are eternally clogged by the 
ungenerous and unceasing recapitulation 
of his past errors. Some persons may 
call this not quite fair; but there seems 
little doubt, not only of the efficacy, but 
also of the popularity of such a regulation: 
for since it would certainly be received as 
a boon by the men, it might contribute 
materially to produce that habitual cheer
fulness of spirits, which, after all, is pro
bably the officer's best ally in the difficult 
and delicate task of disciplining his ship. 

The following table is the form I should 
wish to propose for the quarterly returns 
of punishment. The columns marked 
with asterisks are new, the others belong 
to the form which was in use from June 
1811 to November 1830, when 11. total 
change was made in the Admiralty regu
lations on this head. 



.. ..... 
~g 
"", 
CI .. 
<5 .... 
z:c 

rIJ 

-

A lWturn of Offence, and Punishment. on board H. M. S. -, .A. B. Captain, between 
the 1st of January, 183 ,and the 31st of Marell, lB3 • 

*' ~e .. .. Dale of the IDtenat be-

~ ~ 
tween the Gil Particulan of the 

Name of the InvOitiga- Punish· In.e.u"aUOD Punishment. Z :; OWence. tion. ment. and the -110 Officer ]0 Remarks. 

j " '* '* '* "" 
Pa.niuuneat. 

'* '* makmg the 
~ .. 

0' 
Da,. •• !Hoa.n. ~; c=!~- 1'~J:~. Corporal 

complaint. 
D.,. HOBr. DII,. Boul'. D.,.. Hour. ---

t; 
0 •• This Form of the Quartetly Return of Punishments (with the exception of the columns marked with an asterisk ,-I. whh;Jl 

- -. - it i. proposed to add) was In force from 1811 to-1830. -



284 FRAGMENTS OF 

By the orders in force subsequent to 
the 13th of November, 1830, no man can 
be punished without a regular warrant, 
under the captain's hand, detailing the 
offence, the nature of the evidence, and 
all the other circumstances which are 
necessary to form a judgment of the case. 
The good which has already followed 
the establishment of these regulations, I 
understand, is considerable; and I should 
certainly not have intruded these remarks 
on the notice of professional men, did 
there not appear to be room for improve
ments, tending, as I firmly believe, to 
ameliorate still further the dis~ipline of 
His Majesty's ships. 

I live in confident hopes of seeing these 
.suggestions enforced by the Admiralty; but 
in the mean time, there does not appear 
the smallest practical difficulty in adapt
ing them to the regulations now in force. 
Any captain who agrees with me on this 
subject may advantageously, as I con
ceive, establish it as a rule in his ship, 
that the investigation of offences shall 
take place between nine o'clock and noon. 
He may likewise defer filling up and 
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~uni.og the required warnnt till the day 
following that on which the ease was 
examined into. He would thus be com
pelled to allow himself' time to become 
cool, if, nnfortuuately, he were irritated 
al the period of the investigation; and 
if, happily, he were not 80 excited, or 
di..--tnrbed in his equanimity, on that most 
trying OCC8$ion, there ..... ould surely be no 
hann done by the delay. He would thus 
not oo1y adhere" closely to the letter or 
his instructions, but he would comply 
JD06t decidedly with their spirit, ..... hich 
has ror its expl"l'SS object the diminution 
of punishment, without risking the n.,cror
OWl strictness of naTal di5cip1ine. 

Before dismissing a mbject which po&

~ an uncommon degne or interest 
not only on board ship, but ~ast all 
classes or the community on shore, I take 
leave respectfully but resolutely to claim 
for my brother - officers and Cor myself' 
a title to be heard on &nch a point, in 
a spirit which is TerJ seldom conceded 
to us. 

lfhen the general question or naval 
discipline is discu.ssed in company. I haTe 
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observed that most people are willing to 
admit that men who have been regularly 
brought" up in the service, and have made 
the whole subject their study, may fairly 
be supposed to understand something 
respecting its details. They are listened 
to accordingly with attention, as long as 
the conversation keeps clear of corporal 
punishment. From the instant, however, 
that branch of the topic is touched upon, 
every thing we say is treated with a de
gree of slight approaching to contempt, 
and we are· often placed in the humi
liating position of being considered per
sons who are so much parties concerned 
as to have a personal interest, or leaning 
towards the ungenerous and arbitrary side 
of the question. But I would appeal to 
any candid mind whether this be fair 1 
and would ask, first, who of all men in 
the world have so direct an interest in 
lessening the severity of punishments, or 
in removing from them whatever is revolt
ing to the best feelings of our nature, as 
the captains of His Majesty's ships 1. Who 
is there, in short, in the whole country 
that can possibly have a more anxious 
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desire to see the public duty carried on 
by mild instead of harsh measures thaD; 
the officers of the Navy 1 And in the 
next place, I ask whether it be fair that, 
with such immediate and strong motives 
constantly prompting us tc? investigate 
this matter fairly, we should be held up 
as the men leas~ qualified to give a sound 
practical opinion upon a discussion so 
peculiar! y technical? 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE DUTY OF CHEERFULNESS. 

IN the preceding chapter I have consi
dered the advantages of establishing, by 
official authority, some direct and absolute 
check on the possible abuses in the exer
cise of one of the most difficult and deli
cate of an officer's duties. And although 
I conceive much good may be effected by 
the" precautions sugge!.'ted, I cannot doubt 
that the same grand object might be still 
more effectually advanced by the due ex
ercise of those moral checks which el:ist 
within everyman's breast; and, above all, 
by the influence of habitual cheerfulness 
considered as a duty. So strongly, indeed, 
am I impressed with its importance as a 
branch of naval instruction, that I have 
taken some pains to arrange the views 
which have suggested themselves on this 
topic, and cast them into the shape of a 
lecture or discourse. 
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This address was never actually deli
vered; but as I should certainly not scru
ple, in the absence of a clergyman, to read 
such a d~urse on boanl my own ship, I 
do not feel much hesitation in giving it a 
place in a work intended chiefly for the 
use of young nautical folks. 

l\IOb-t captains, I may remark in pass
ing, merely read prayers to their ship's 
company on Sunday, while others com": 
plete their church service by a discourse 
borrowed from some standanl authority. 
It is not very easy, indeed, to select ~ne 
which shall be quite suitable to a coll::,OTe
gation compounded of such curious mate-
rials as a man-of-war's crew; but it will 
hanlly serve as an answer to this diffi
culty in selection, to say that seamen are 
too thoughtless to be se!iously influenced 
by any sermon. This might prove rather 
too much, for in that case it were better 
altogether to avoid the Dockery, which it 
would be. We must surely reLCIOn upon 
the supposition of the discourse having 
some eHect; while it ia obvious, that unless 
its meaning be clear to the apprehension 
of its hearers, and not unsuited to the 

VOL. II.-SERIES n. u 
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peculiar circumstances in which they are 
placed, its tendency will often be to pro
duce more harm than gQOd. No congre
gation, either afloat or on land, ever come 
to church to make allowances for their 
preacher. On the contrary, they feel 
entitled to have large allowances wade 
for their .own deficiencies of knowledge, 
and to have the rough places of doctrine 
made plain, so that they may travel over 
them with safety. to their conscience when 
the question is one of duty to God, and. 
without offence to their earthly masters 
when it relates to the obligations of civil 
society. To make these two lines of spi
ritual and political obligation meet in the 
same point, is a problem which has exer~ 
cised the talents of the wise and the good 
in all. ages; but it may be pretty confi
dently asserted, that in every case where 
success has attended these beneficial efforts, 
the result has been brought about chiefly 
by a judicious adaptation of the appro
priate machinery to the exact work of 
persuasion it was required to perform. 

I have heard of commanders who ven
tured occasionally to compose a sermon 
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for the edification of their crew. But tbis, 
it must be confessed, is very dangerous; 
for it is manifest, that no one who has 
not been regularly trained in theological 
studies, and made himself familiar with 
the difficult and complicated questions of 
Christian doctrine and eVidences, can be 
sure of avoiding the innumerable risks 
always attendant upon partial knowledge. 
\Vere an officer, therefore, in the absence 
of a chaplain, frequently to venture upon 

. the composition of discourses for the re
ligious instruction of his crew, he w~d 
probably very l!OOn bring the understand
ing of his congregation into about as great 
a state of confusion as that in which a 
clergyman would involve the ropes and 
sails were he to think. of na~aating the 
ship, without having gone through a 
course of nautical education. The differ
ence, however, woulti lie in this; the igno
rance of the clerical sailor might produce 
blunders only to be laughed at; or even 
if his ignorance and rashness sent_ the top
masts over the side, still the evil might 
not be irremediable, for the hull being still 
safe, fresh spars could soon be pointed, 
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and all be again put in order. But in the 
case of the sailor assuming the temporary 
office of chaplain, his errors would afford 
no such laughing matter. The promul
gation of erroneous doctrines and im
perfectly explained principles, however 
good the intention, might slacken the 
shrouds of his hearers' faith; and thus 
they might lose not only their masts, but 
the whole ship, on the lee-shore of life, 
or founder in· the wide ocean of doubt, 
before they suspected they had sprung a 
leak. 

It was mainly in consequence of these 
and other misgivings, that the following 
fragments of a nautical discourse were 
never actually read on board ship. In 
its original state, it was intended as the 
first of a series of professional lectures, 
adapted to the capacity of naval seamen, 
in which moral obligations, official duties, 
and Christian principles,'. might be· exhi
bited as identical in their origin, and all 
tending in their respective ways to insure 
the permanence and national utility of the 
wooden walls of Old England; those bar
r.iel's of which it has been well remarked, 
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that but for the inherent virtues which 
give them solidity, their physical strength 
would go for nothing. 

It may, perhaps, be right to state, that 
what follows is merely the conclusion 
of the discourse. In the 6rstportion, 
I attempted to explain some useful 
doctrinal points by the help of such 
nautical aad scienti6e illustrations as 
seemed calculated to engage the atten":, 
tion of the different classes composing' &> 

sea congregation. But this, I was afrj,id; 
might be thought too presumptuous "to' 
publish, and I cancelled the sheets after 
they were printed. 

Without,· however, at present diving 
into' such inquiries, it may be asserted 
that there are numberless symptoms, or. 
practical tests, by which a true and hearty 
faith may be known; and there is per
haps none which is more unquestionable 
than the existence of that'uniform 'sun
shine of the breast which' reflects th~ 
light of a good -conscience upon aU it 
turns to; I ·therefore made it the princi
pal object of the address, to shew in what 
manner the duty of cheerfulness might be 
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rendered effectual in: the practice of virtue, 
and the advancement of true piety. 

" The great Apostle St. Paul, as we have 
read in the lesson of this day, when in the 
most imminent danger of shipwreck, and at 
a monient when every other man on board. 
appears to have lost heart, says boldly, 
, And· now I exhort you . to be· of good 
cheer, for there shall be no loss of any 
man's life among you, but of the. ship;' 
for he· saw: that the dangers by which 
they were menacecl had not only daunted 
the crew, but driven some of them into 
actual mutiny, 91', which is the same 
thing, had induced them to think of 
deserting with the. boat, under pretence 
of wishing'; lay out an anchor. The 
Apostle knew very well, by means of a 
supernatural communication during the 
night, that the ship would eventually be 
east away, but· that there would be no 
lo~ of .any man's life amongst the· crew 
or passengers. Although, of course, he 
had perfect reliance on this assurance of 
Divine assistance, and might hope to 
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impart a similar confidence to the otherS; 
he was likewise well aware, that unless 
there should be an active exertion on his 
part, and the most energetic co-operation 
on,that of the men, to give effect to their 
faith, the assistance would he withheld. 
When' the cowardly shipmen, therefore; 
were about to 'quit the vessel (and here it 
may be remarked, that all deserters are 
mutineers and cowards), St. Paul ()rdered 
the centurion 'and the soldiers to j let the 
boat fall off,' or, as we should now express 
it, to cut her' adrift, after which there 
could be no further attempts to run away; 
But the Apostle also knew that much more 
was stilI to he done, or their lives would 
not be saved; and, accordingly, he very 
judiciously desired them to, take meat; 
• as it was for their health! 'And when 
he had thus spoken, he took bread, and 
gave thanks to God in presence of them 
all; and when he had broken it, he began 
to eat: He was a man of sufficient ex
perience to know that it is Dot. enough 
merely to tell men to he cheerful i he 
knew that it is always necessary in a 
leader to set an example; and this he 
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appears to have done in a very consi.j 
derate, and what, without any disrespect 
to this great Apostle, may be called an 
officer-like style. Nor was such conduct 
lost upon the other. two hundred and 
seventy:"five souls on board; for the inte
resting narrative goes on to say, ' Then 
they were all of good cheer, and they also 
took some meat.' I beg you to take 
notice, that by the influence of St. Paul's 
example and precepts, even the dastardly 
fellows who had proposed to run off with 
the boat, and leave the rest to their fate, 
were won back to the execution of their 
duty; for the words are, ' they were ALL 

of good cheer.' And so great appears to 
have been the influence of their inspired 
leader's sagacity, that ever afterwards, the 
crew, as well as his own people, worked 
under him with that hearty faith in' his 
knowledge, and in his power to extricate 
them from their perils, which every prac
tical man will perfectly understand was 
indispensable to their safety. 

We may learn two lessons of import
ance from this narrative of holy writ. The 
doctrine of dependence, and its efficacy 
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in quickening our faith into useful prae
tice, are beautifully typified in St. Paul's 
conduct, and in the consequences which 
followed; while, on the other hand, we 
are taught to reflect upon the inestimable 
value of cheerfulness considered in the light 
or a duty. To this particular view of a 
subject so copious that I hardly know where 
to begin or where to leave off, I shall now 
endeavour more particularly to draw your 
attention. 

Cheerfulness may be considered in }he 
threefold light of a duty to God, to our 
fellow~reatures, and to ourselves.' These 
three obligations are not only consistent, 
but in many respects identical. In the 
last sense, or with peculiar reference to 
ourselves, cheerfulness, to speak quite 
correctly, is not so much a duty in itself,. 
as the resulting impression left upon us' 
by the right performance of our . other 
duties. But when it is remembered. that 
all these take their lively or their sombre 
character from our own conduct, and also 
that· almost every thing we, do, or say, 
or .. think, or even feel, depends very: 
much on the particular manner in which 
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we choose to exercise our faculties, we 
shall return, by an easy circle, to the pro
fitable conclusion, that all, or nearly all, 
our. cheerfulness likewise depends essen
tially upon ourselves. Nothing stimulates 
men to useful action more effectually than 
being speedily rewarded; and if cheerful
Dess be the sure consequence of virtue, 
that alone is a high and certain recom
mendation for its habitual exercise. Nor, 
indeed, does it stop there; for this test 
may be said to give us an insight into 
the breast of others, and often to afford 
us practical means of discovering who are 
deserving of our confidence, and who are 
less worthy to be trusted. No one, in
deed, can be permanently cheerful who 
does not otherwise discharge his duties; 
and I believe that few who do what they 
can to di..~harge all their duties will fail 
to. be cheerful A truly virtuous man may 
be distracted with doubts and difficulties, 
or his heart be wrung by domestic sorrow, 
or his body lacerated by pain, and yet, for 
all these wo~s, the spirit of cheerfulness 
may still pervade his whole character; 
and although it be not able, like the Spirit 
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of God, to subdue all things t~ttself, . it 
may . essentially assuage the anguish of 
wounds far beyond the reach of physical 
relief, or indeed of any moral alleviation; 
but that which is derived from the foun
tain-head of all cheerfulness. 

It is needless," however, to reason fur
ther in this abstract manner,when the 
topic is one which admits of the closest 
application to daily, I may say to hourly; 
practice. For it may be remarked, that 
the. duty alluded to consists in the .,ha
bitual observance of those obligations 
which experience has shewn win make 
us cheerful, and chiefly in the .vigorous 
subjection. of aU" bad passions and. emOo! 

. tions calculated to disturb our own s~ 
renity, or that of others. If avarice ana 
selfish ambition, if animosity against our, 
antagonists, envy towards our competitorst 

together with luxury and extravagance, 
be not kept in severe check, what chanc~ 
have we for that peace of mind of which 
this enviable disposition.isthe indubitable 
symptom 1 If we have .few. desires, and 
these simple, moderate, and well within 
our means; if we are content with a con-



300 FRAGMENTS OF' 

seiousness of performing our own part in 
the scene of life to the best of our ability, 
without being solicitous over-much for the 
consequences; if we possess within us the 
spirit of true religion and genuine phi.., 
losophy, which enables us to look on every 
reverse of fortune, or any other calamity, 
as a beneficial trial, and, as it were, an 
exercise of our virtue, we can hardly fail 
to be cheerful in almost all the contin .. 
gencies of life. 

I speak not now of mirth, which, as 
one of the most useful of writers, and most 
cheerful of men, well remarks, is ' like a' 
flash of lightning that breaks through a 
gloom of clouds, and glitters for a mo
ment; but of _ that cheerfulness which 
keeps up a kind of daylight in the mind, 
and fills it with a steady and perpetual
serenity.'· It is of great consequence not 
to confound two qualities which may hap
pen to be separated very far from one 
another; Transient mirth may arise from 
the intoxication of good fortune, as it often 
does from the wild indulgence of intem-

• Addison, Spectator, No. 381. 
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perance. But the cheerfulness for which 
I am trying to claim your respect, is not 
an affair of a moment, or a mere laugh, or 
a shout; but a predominant expression of 
satisfaction with every thing around. 

If it be a virtue and a duty to have 
our minds so regulated. that, when occa
sions arise, we may cultivate all the in
nocent tastes and refined sensibilities of 
our nature, it follows that we must be 
habitually cheerful, otherwise many of the 
opportunities which the benevolent ~ro
vidence of God puts so constantly within 
our reach are carried past Us. All men 
are sufficiently open to those higher ex
citements of mirth and joy which occur 
ouly occasionally; but these great emo
tions cannot often be produced, still less 
can they become a permanent part of our 
disposition. The professed jester is an 
intellectual drunkard, and bis sOciety not 
much less ~OTeeable than if intoxicating 
drugs had inspired his merriment. The 
instant such a man is deprived of his 
gaping audience, his flaming lamp goes 
out, and he is left in all the native dulness 
and darkness of his own shallow mind. 
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On the bther hand, true eheerfulness is 
suitable for every day and every honr, for 
eompany or for -solitude, for labour or 
-relaxation, for siekness or for health. It 
possesses also the important and distin
guishing eharaeteristic of being so admi
rably adapted to all occupations and to all 
times, that the transition from the gayest 
to the gravest avocations of life may be 
made by the happy man who enjoys it, 
not only without any abrupt shock, but 
with eminent advantage to his different 
pursuits. 

If joy consist in the perception of those 
high objects of gratification which occur 
seldom, cheerfulness seems to be kept up 
or fed by a steady, abiding participation in 
the lesser. but more numerous and every
day causes of satisfaction, always at hand. 
As the power and goodness of Heaven 
are infinite in their extent, and infinite in 
their minuteness, to the mind cultivated 
as nature meant it to be, there is not only 
delight in contemplatiDg the sublimity of 
the endless sea, or everlasting mountains, 
or the beauty of wide-extended landscapes; 
but there is a pleasure in looking at every 
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flower and every little shell that God has 
made. Nature has scattered around' us, 
on every side, and for every sense, an in .. 
,xhaustible profusion of beauty arid sweet
ness, if we will but perceive it. The plea
sures we derive from flowers, from fonns,. 
from musical sounds, are surely not given 
us in vain; and if we are constantly alive 
to these, we can never be in want of sub-. 
jects of agreeable contemplation, and must 
be habitually cheerful. All that is r~ 
quired, in order that we should duly esti~ 
mate these things, is that we should ~ot 
have blunted or exhausted our minds by 
excessive indulgence of gross appetites and 
passions. In that fatal case, all those d~ 
licious fruits turn to ashes. Indeed,: the 
man who looks at the gifts of .nature 
without pleasure, 01'- who hopes to enjoy 
the delights and blessings of life without 
feeling that gratitude to God forms their 
highest charms, and without becoming in 
consequence habitually cheerful, is surely 
much to be pitied. 

If this be true of one who is merely 
insensible to the charms of the physical 
world. how much more strongly does it 
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apply to those who are not duly sensible 
of the far higher blessings and advantages 
of the moral world in which we are placed, 
and in the concerns of which we are called 
upon to take an active part, not merely 
as a matter of choice or taste, but as a. 
solemn duty ! We have to thank. Provi
dencenot only for the gifts o£light, and 
life, and liberty, and love, and a thousand 
subordinate enjoyments; but we possess 
the consolations, the hopes, and other 
high privileges of religion, added to the 
advantages of those intellectual treasures 
so bounteously scattered at our feet. To· 
every well-constituted mind, therefore, and 
to every heart strongly impressed with a 
sense of its duties, the world teems with 
occasions for practising the virtue of cheer-: 
fulness. The right employment of oppor
tunities of leisure, in the advancement of 
moral and literary improvement, and the 
extension of sound principles amongst our 
fellow-men less fortunately circumstanced 
in life; the ~OTeeable and useful inter
course of frieudship, the tender ties of 
relationship in all their varied knots, aud 
links, ;.md bands; the affections and sym_. 
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pathies of true charity towards the whole 
family of mankind, offer solid foundationg 
on which every description of talents, taste, 
knowledge, or industry, may securely build; 
up for itself a temple to the honour of the 
God of mercy; who has given faculties to 
his creatures, to use, and not to abuse; to 
enjoy in sincerity and with cheerfulness, 
and not to fling away in churlish insensi
bility: Indeed, it appears to be little short 
of irreligion to withhold this natural and 
easy homage, 80 eminently due to such a 
beneficent power; and there is probatly 
no piety more pure, or which seems more 
likely to be acceptable to our Maker, than 
to ~te in moderation, and to acknow
ledge with thankfulness, the blessings he 
has sent us. 

Such, in a few words, is an imperfect 
sketch of what may be called the selfish, 
or rather the personal, view of this sub
ject. Considered, again, as an obligation 
we owe to others, the duty of cheerfulness 
is, if possible, still more clear; but as it is 
of greater importance and difficulty in the 
execution, it is not always exercised in 
the imperative way it ought to be. Many 
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persons of good principles and virtuous 
minds are content to practise only the 
higher and more solemn virtues. When
great occasions arise, they are willing to 
make great sacrifices, and are seldom in-
sensible to the call of duty .when earnestly 
and loudly, and, above all, publicly made 
upon them. To do a signal service to a 
friend or relation, they scruple not to risk 
their fortune; and for their country's ser
vice they will risk, or even freely sacrifice, 
both life and fortune. Yet these very per
sons are often indifferent to the much more 
frequent, and, upon the whole, possibly 
more useful, calls of humbler but equally 
essential obligations. They too often for
get . that true charity ought always to 
begin at home, where every man's duties 
to society necessarily take their start; and 
they court, in the publicity of worldly dis
tinction, a praise which, if all were known, 
might often prove the bitterest satire on 
their neglect of domestic claims, ten times 
more important and binding upon them. 
They consider it beneath them to do good 
on the small scale, or, to speak more cor
rectly, they seldom think on the subject 
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at all, uuless the claim, whether reasou
able or unreasonable, be very importti
nate. It does not occur to them how 
much may be done by mere manner alone, 
to sweeten and enliven the ordinary hours 
of common-place life, both at home and 
abroad. They satisfy themselves with 
looking out for those great oCcasions when 
they may pay up the whole debt of negli~ 
gence of the feelings' and wants of others 
by a rouud sacrifice of their money or their 
time; while they let the current bus~ess 
of the day pass without contributing, by 
a single smile of approbation, or' a word 
of encouragement, to augment the smaller 
enjoyments of their fellow-creatnres. They 
seem to make a rule of conferring no 
favours without imposing obligation, and 
thus destroy their own handiwork by the 
irritating reaction of wounded pride; in
stead of inspiring gratitude and regard, 
they produce nothing but ill-will. 

There are few secrets more important, 
indeed, than the art of bestowing favours 
so gracefully as not to rufBe the feeli~<ps 
of the receiver, or not to awaken that 
sense of humiliation in his breast which 
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the very act of implied inferiority must 
have a tendency to create. Here it is 
thai the practice of cheerfulness, in its 
genuine sense, comes 80 fully into play. 
How sensible are not all of us naval men, 
who have been brought up in a course 
of strict discipline, to the very different 
manner in which the usual indulgences of 
the service are granted to us by different 
personS! Have we not all felt, again and 
again, that a favour from an officer of 
sense and consideration, has been more 
than double<l, in our apprehension, by the 
kindly manner in which it was bestowed; 
and how cordially we felt obliged to him, 
not so much for the mere favour itself, 
as for the cheerfulness with which the gift 
was sweetened, and the friendly interest 
he took in granting what we wished, in 
the very mariner we wished? Even a 
refusal from such a person may often 
prove a 80urce of increased cordiality and 
mutual good understanding. The art 
lies far less in merely giving or merely 
denying what is solicited, than in shewing 
that a generous and hearty sentiment of 
good-will is at the bottom in either case. 
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But have we not all too often seen 
favours bestowed, or rather flung at us, 
in such a manner as to mortify far more 
than oblige DB; to irritate and, humiliate 
instead of conciliating ! Yet, in· these 
instances, it is by no means improbable 
that the ungracious giver had no intention 
of offending; but either was not aware, or 
did not recollect, that a small sprinkling 
of cheerfulness, which costs nothing in the 
shape of effort, provided it be habitually 
the: rule of conduct, would have put all 
right. If this strikes us 88 being ~ in 
our own case, when we are made to suffer, 
I must tak~ leave to remark, that there is 
no person afloat or on land, whatever be 
his rank or station in the fleet or in the 
world, who may not have it in hiS power, 
probably many times in every day, to 
exercise to plea..~ and nseful purpose 
the very principle to which we. have been 
alluding-I mean the art of doing favours 
ina kindly instead ofa ~way. 

Every hour, indeed every place, and 
every occupation in life, presents us with 
opportunities of contributing to the smaller 
enjoyments of our fellow-men, provided 
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we are sincerely 00 the watch for them; 
or, which is the same thing in other words, 
provided we have acquired the habit, 00 

principle, of acting in a kind aod geoe
rous temper. But in a world like this, 
io which, with many resources of happi
ness, there exist also much pain, sorrow, 
. misfortuoes, and innumerable vexations 
and crosses, worn-out hopes, bruised spirits, 
and blasted affections, such a task is not 
always an easy one. But it is not the 
JeiIS our duty because it is difficult; and 
there can be no question that all tqese 
evils will be much more readily lightened 
by a steady and express course of cheerful 
exertion, than by occasional great efforts. 
\" e ought not, therefore, to let one hour 
pass away in apathy. still less in unhappi
ness or gloom, if by aoy effort 00 our part 
we can throw a light of serenity over it. If 
we cannot render our less fortunate llrethren 
any more essential service, we can at least 
cheer them by every means that kind woMs 
and looks, and cordial demeanour, are 
capable of affording. It is not every body 
that needs, or every body that has it in 
his power to confer, what is termed a 
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substantial favour. But all of us are the 
better for the sympathy and converse of 
our friends and neighbours, and all of us 
have it in our power, more or less, to 
confer this description of favour on others. 
If we are in the habit of fostering right 
feelings in our breast, and if, on principle, 
we give them practical exercise at all times, 
we shall come at last to be fully alive to 
the inestimable blessings or friendship and 
society, and feel bound to express our sense 
,of these advantages by imparting a share 
of them to those around us. ". 

It is not easy, when our. own hearts 
are wrung with anguish, to speak of com
rort to a brother in similar afBiction; but 
still it becomes us, even then, for. the 
purposes or future happiness, to give our 
sympathy the cheerful character which is 
not without hope, and,. instead or making 
the worst or bad things, always. to make 
the best we can or them. It is surely 
one of the most imperative or our Chris
tian duties to recollect at such moments, 
that the visitations which well nigh crush 
us to the ground are dispensations of mercy 
much more than Sentences of justice ; and 
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J.l.l~ that, as they are sent to try and to 
p~rify us, it becomes us to meet the Divine 
intention by a hearty ctH>peration, and 
not to provoke further displeasure by que:
rulous discontent, or a presumptuous doubt 
as to the. fitness of the time and measure 
of the lesson. 

But it is not only onthese..serious and. 
trying occasions that the. virtue to which 
I am endeavouring to draw your notice is 
of value in Jllleviating the inevitablesor,. 
rows of our lot on earth: . for there is not &. 

transaction in life, not a professional duty 
to be' executed, not a company we go into, 
where a cheerful and animated manner 
may not carry with it some essential be
nefitto the persons around us, to ourselves, 
and. the cause we serve, be. that what it 
may. No man is without duti~ of some 
kind to society, and no man can pretend 
to execute these with negligence, without 
the chance of doing some mischief; in 
fa.ct, there are. perhaps few more decided 
symptoms of negligence in character than 
the absence of cheerfulness. .. The best con
versatio~ which one. meets with in the 
world is Dot alw~ysthat in which wit, 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 313 

or wisdom, or learning, or genius, or great 
knowledge of any kind, is displayed; but 
.that in. which, however unimportant the 
subject may be,. the ~mpany shew, by 
the hearty interest they take in what is 
said, that they are not only pleased them~ 
selves, but sincerely desirous of making 
others equally happy. It is, therefore, a 
clear duty to cultivate every habit anI}. 
every ~entiment, .and to bind ourselves by 
every principle, that may contribute, within 
the limits of reason and moderation,l to 
enliven and relieve, as well as to improve, 
the time which we pass with those abou~· 
us. All this applies with peculiar force 
to our most intimate and most habitual 
associate-with our families, if we be at" 
home-with our shipmates, if we are sail
ing on the wide ocean. 

'Cheerfulness,' says the amiable and 
accomplished writer of the last century, 
whose words I have already quoted, , ill· 
the best promoter of health. Repinings 
and secret murmurings give imperceptible 
strokes to those delicate fibres of which 
the vital parts are composed, and wear 
out the machine infSensibly; not to men-
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tion those violent ferments which -they stir 
up in the blood, and those irregular dis
turbed motions which they raise in the 
animal spirits.' ..... • The truth of 
it is,' he continues, • health and cheer
fulness mutually beget each other; with 
this difference, that we seldom meet with 
a great degree of health which is not at
tended with a certain cheerfulness, but very 
often see cheerfulness where there is no 
great degree of health. '. 

To this I shall merely add, that as 
nothing tends more to keep us in health 
than t1;tis delightful frame of mind, so 
few things contribute more to assist our 
recovery when we fall into sickness. It 
-aids the renovating powers of the body, 
between which and the attributes of the 
mind there exists a mysterious influence ; 
and although we cannot explain how it 
acts, we may safely profit by its agency 
to advance our return to health. It is, 
in truth, the best medicine, and this the 
physician well knows, when he says to 
his patient, ' Keep your mind easy.' Alas, 
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how seldom is it in our power to. obey 
this injunction! And why is it so diffi.
. cult? Not, I fully believe, so much from 
the pain of the disease, or any dread of 
its consequences, as from our having 
omitted, in seasons of health and strength, 
both of body and mind, to acquire the 
habit. of cheerfulness. We cannot mus
ter up this degree of tranquillity all at 
once, though we are assured it is neces
sary to the right action of the remedies 
applied; on the contrary, it will ('£ten 
happen to a person who has not in he~1th 
t!xercised the virtues of patience and com
posure, that a knowledge of their urgent 
n~cessity, now he is weakened by sickness, 
excites and alarms him to such a degree, 
that the doctor's injunctions to be calm 
only augment in place of diminishing the 
evil. 

This leads me to remark, that of all 
persons, perhaps the one who has it most 
in his power to do good,. by the uniform 
practice of cheerfulness, is a conscientious 
and skilful medical man. With him the 
acquisition of this habit is a duty of the 
most sacred kind; and a very little ae-
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quaintance with its practice, in the true 
spirit of Christian' charity and genuine 
self-control, will shew him that there is 
no hypocrisy iaits exercise almost to any 
extent. But it certainly requires some 
clearness . of mind to see this, and still 
more vigour of character to carry it into 
execution. Nor do I believe that any 
powers of the understanding, or' any ten~ 
derness of feeling, c;ould enable a medical 
man to preserve his composure throughout 
the. varied "f1ml" dreadful.scenes to which 
be i$ drawn,unless he made it his uni1 
form study to acquire the habit of think~ 
ing and feeling and looking cheerfully at 
all times. 

Most naval men can bear witness to 
the beneficial effects of such conduct in 
the medical attendance on board ship; bu* 
I am anxious to impress upon every mind~ 
that as the obligations of all duties are 
reciprocal, the kindness of the doctor loses 
half its efficacy, if not "met by a corre
spondent feeling on the part of the patient; 
There can; of course, be DO doubt that a 
sick· man requires to be treated with in., 
dulgence, or that he has aright to expect 
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considerable sacrifices at our hands fo alle
viate his sufferings. But he has no right 
whatever to be over-querulous or unrea..;. 
80nably exacting; and it is bis interest to 
recollect, even in his most despondent or 
Ilcoonising moments, that his surest safe
guard against inattention, and one of his 
most irresistible appeals to the sympathies 
and hearty assistance of his friends iIi 
health, will consist in the placidity of tel'll-' 
per with which he bears his sufferings. 

With regard to the advantages ofchee .... 
fulneN in the performance of professtonal 
duties, a great deal might be ~id. . It is 
sufficiently familiar to every one's' expe-
rience, indeed, that the man who goes 
through his labour with a light heart; not 
only hears it better, but performs it better; 
than one whose feelingll a~ morose; and 
his disposition churlish and discontented. 
In no walk. of life, perhaps, is this truth 
more apparent than on board ship, where 
we are jammed so close" together, and 
where, in spite of all our discipline and 
distinctions, we are compelled to act in 
companionship, in all weathers and under 
all circumstances. We are boarded and 
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lodged pretty much alike; we travel tog~ 
ther and fight together; we enjoy in com
pany the luxuries as well as endure the 
hardships of remote and varied climates; 
we sink or swim under one course or for
tune, and are alike exposed to sickness 
and other disas~rs: why, then, should we 
not be, in truth and sincerity, one family, 
linked together bya common set of inte
rests, duties, and hopes? As the advan
tages of our situation afloat certainly far 
overbalance the inconveniences, it would 
surely be a great step in nautical morals 
lfwe could teach our young men, and, in
deed, teach ourselves, old as well as young, 
to consider uniform cheerfulness So much 
in the light of a positive duty, that -its 
sunshiny influence should never leave our 
minds, but permanently regulate and tem
per the whole of our mutual intercourse. 

In a most particular manner we ought, 
in" kindness to the rising generation al
luded to, and in furtherance of our own 
schemes for their future welfare, to re
collect, that one of the chief reasons for 
young folks being unwilling to adopt strict 
principles as rules of action, is the dread 
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they naturaUy feel of being called upon to 
sacrifice aU the enjoyments of life; a con": 
sequence which appears quite unnatural, 
and certainly is most unacceptable. In aU 
kinds of education, it must lead to much 
virtue, and prevent the occurrence of much 
vice, to give our pupils habits of good. 
humour, and to encourage the growth of 
these habits by constant exercise. 'Vhen 
a child is taught to cultivate every social 
and exhilarating propensity,to find in every 
little incident and employment a subject 
of innocent pleasure, and perhaps instfuc
tive enjoyment, there is not much chance 
of bad passions or vicious indulgences find
ing admission to its breast. The seeds of 
future piety, and the mo!!t productive and 
firmest principle, may then be most ad
vantageously sown. But if, on the con
trary, the susceptibilities of the mind for 
pleasure are too roughly frustrated, or 
unreasonably checked by a morose and 
gloomy system of instruction, the conse
quences are, first, a peevish temper, then 
a misanthropical discontent, very fatal to 
the exercise of Christian charity. Or it 
may happen, that a young. person thus· 
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sternly brought up, will, by a violent re
'action, burst through all control, and 
plunge so deep into the stream of licen
tiousness, that all chance. of recovery is 
gone. Many a lad, who is denied the 
every-day calm and moderate cheerfulness 
of a happy home, or a happy ship, seeks 
to avenge himself for hours of dull and 
useless restraint by fits of wild and sensual 
dissipation. The mind of man is, more 
or less, the sanie at all ages, and in all 
professions; being made for enjoyments, 
if it does not receive them in moderation, 
and from the legitimate quarters, whence 
they may reasonably be looked for, it will 
grasp at pleasures, and share in them to 
excess, either to its own total ruin, or to 
the destruction of all healthful tone and 
cheerfulness of temper. 

I have adverted to this point in the 
,education of young persons, not only to fix 
the attention of my brother-officers gene
rally to the subject, but also for the pur
pose of remarking to the officers and lead
ing men of particular ships, that, although 
the persons under their control are not 
children in years, or in ignorance of the 
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world, they are still members of the· same 
family, who look up to their superiors for 
guidance" and instruction, and who are 
entitled to expect at their hands a constant 
example of patience, forbearance, and a 
manifestation of that inherent elasticity of 
mind, which is one of the surest evidences 
that f:he genuine spirit of piety is working 
within them. 

The most sacred and solemn engage
ments of any man's life, his' most dis
agreeable and arduous duties, as well as 

'those which are trivial or monotonofts, ' 
m~y all be performed in the spirit recom
mended, not only without interruption, 
but with great advantage to the public 
service. In nothing does the ,truth of this 
appear more forcibly than in the discipline 
of a ship of war, where .orders aqd coun
ter-orders, in endless complication,' must 
frequently be given; where the temper .of 
the officer and· the patience of his people 
are so severely tried; where the sources 
of mortification and disappointment·, are 
so numerous; where fatigue, hunger, and 
disease, so often combine to disturb. both 
the animal and the intellectual economy 
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of our nature; where all our habits are 
broken up, and our own private wishes 
frequently obliterated in those of the 
public service ; where punishments must 
sometimes be inflicted; where favours may 
either be granted or refused; where res0-

lutions require to be formed on the instant, 
and carried into execution with prompti
tude and certainty of purpose, otherwise 
all may be lost; and where, finally, on 
occasions when vigorous action is required 
at our hands, unless there be a firm and 
hearty cohesion of all the different powerS 
which the ship includes, the whole scheme 
of our boasted discipline may fall to pieces, 
and the best expectations of our country 
be cruelly thwarted. At such times, the 
transcendent advantages of cheerfulness 
become apparent. With what renewed 
vigour have not all of us been made to 
spring to our stations, and labOur with 
unflinching spirits, when called upon by 
the animated voice of an officer whom 
habit had taught us to know was always 
• of good cheer' himself, and always con., 
siderate of others. Every one. likewise, 
must have remarked the stimulating effects 
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or these qualities even on those indolent 
growlers and skulkers, whop in all ships, 
hang about the decks like drones. Con,;, 
stant good spirits, indeed, in an officer, 
are far more effectual in seasons of pro
tracted hard work than splicing the main
brace every half hour. His very look 
and tone impart fresh vigour to the well
disposed, give new eoergy to the languid 
and wearied, and hold out intelligible and 
manly motives even to the discontented. 

In conclusioop it may be useful· to 
remember, that" there are, in fact.-'but 
two circumstances which can· reasonably 
deprive us of this cheerfulness of heart. 
The first of these is a sense of guilt. A 
man who lives in a state of vice and im
penitence can have no title to that even
ness and tranquillity of mind which is the 
health of the soul and the natural effect 
of virtue and innocence." ott The other 
circumstance is irreligioop or that deso
late and dreary state in which the soul, 
capable of such great things, when duly 
associated with its Maker and its Saviour, 
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is left to drift about on the wide and shore
less ocean of infidelity, not only without 
the breath of hope to fill its sails, but 
without needle or pole-star to point out its 
course, and give useful direction to its own 
feeble, unassisted, wavering impulses. 

Let us then avoid this miserable condi
tion by being true not only to our earthly, 
but to our heavenly King, a double alle
giance in name, but single in purpose. 
For we may rest assured, that a well
understood religion stands in the way of -
nothing that is right, never fails to give 
warning when dangers are ahead, cheers 
aud animates every enterprise; while most 
truly it is written, HER WAYS ARE WAYS 

OF PLEASANTNESS, AND ALL HER PATHS 

ARE PEACE~" 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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