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PREFACE. 

TAINE'S Carnets de Voyage were written by him 
in three successive years, during the journeys which 
he made as Examiner for admission to the Military 
School of Saint-Cyr. They were casual entries in 
a number of small note-books, generally written with 
a pencil, and rarely corrected or modified. He 
frequently stated in his letters that he intended to 
publish them. If he had done so, he would doubtless 
have re-cast the text, supplied further particulars, and . 
re-written certain portions, as he did with his Notes 
su" Pa,.is and Notes SUr' f Angkt""e, which were 
based on similar Camels. Meanwhile he utilised a 
few passages in volumes produced soon afterwards, 
as in the Voyage en Italie (1866), the Notes su,. Paris 
(1867), and the brochure on Goethe's1phigen.a. 

But in 1867 he set to work on his treatise De 

"Intenigence, a long work which he had contemplated 
ever since he left the Ecole N ormaIe. The war , 
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followed, with the downfall of the Empire, and, out 
of the political and social revolution which these 

events brought to pass, there arose a France which 
differed in some respects from that which is described 
in the Carnels. Thenceforward Taine devoted him
self entirely to his Orig-fnes de fa France ContemptJYaine, 
at which he worked without intermission to the end 
of his life. Thus the little note-books on provincial 
France remained in the form in which they had been 

written. 
The reader must fix the precise dates of these 

notes for himself. Neither their form nor their 
substance has been altered; the Author alone could 
have undertaken such a task. He has himself said: 
" Ordinairement, on n'a que des commencements de 
sensations. . . . Pour les avoir parfaites, it faut 
les corriger, less completer." In the following pages 
the reader will find imperfect and incomplete im
pressions; but, such as they are, even where most 
rudimentary, they will give him some idea as to the 
quality of the metal and the richness of the vein. 
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