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PREFACE. 

I PUBLISH these little volumes with much hesitation. 

They tteat, for the most part, of times long past, and 

refer to a country now made accessible by a few hon,rs' 

journey and familiar to us hy every mode of illustration. 

It is more than a hundred years ago that Johnson, 

reviewing a work called • Memoirs of the Court of 

Augustus,' .&aid of it,-the .. hook relates to .11. people 

.. who above all others have furnished employment to 

.. the studious and amusement to the idle; who have 

" IlCIIrC8ly left behind them a coin or a stone which has 

.. not been examined and explained a thousand times ; 

.. and whose dress and food and household stuft" it hIlS 

.. been the pride of learning to understand.'~ This 

remark must apply, in part, to any work that treats 

either of Rome, or Italy under its Roman masters; and 

if it ',was true in 1756, with how much greater force 

must it apply to a book published after im interval 

during which archmological studies, and pa!lticularly 

those which relate to Rome, have made greater progress 

than at any former period! 
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iv PREFACE. 

I should not, mdeed, have ventured upon I!I1ch a 

publication but for the following circumstance. 
When I rejoined Lord Byron at La Mira, on the 

banks of the ~renta, in the I!I1mmer of 1817, I found 

him employed upon the fourth canto of 'Childe Harold,' 

and, later in the autumn, he showed me the first sketch 

of the Poem. It was much shorter than it afterwards 

became, and it did not remark on several objects which 

appear~ to me peculiarly worthy of notice. I made a 

Iiet of those objects, and, in conversation with him, gave 

him reasons for the selection. The rel!l1lt was the Work 

as it now appears, and he then engaged me to write 

notes f"!"the whole CIIllto. I performed this task chiefly 

at Venice, lIilere I had the advantage of coneu1ting the 

Ducallibmry, and was seduced by the attractions of the 

inquiry. and, if I mar say so much, by my love (or it, 

into a commentary too 'bulky for an appendis to the 

Verses. The consequence was the division of the notes 

into two partB, one of which was appended to the cautD 

in the form of nota, the other appeared in a separate 

volume of 'Hietorical IDustratione.' I mentioned thill 

in the Preface to that volume, and I repeat it now to 

another generation, to aooount WI' venturing to write 

about Italy at ail 

I have been given to underetand that both the Notes 
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and the illustrations have been received favourably by 

those qualified to form a judgment on such subjects; 

and having been enabled, by subsequent visits to Italy 

and some researches at home, to make amendments and 

explanatory comments on them, I have added much 

new matter, which, I hope, may contribute, in some 

degree, to their general in~est, and niake them more 

useful to the traveller. 

I am aware that this new portion of my volumes 

requires most excuse, but that excuse will, r hope, 

suggest itself to the reader; for, if it does not, nothing 

that the writer might say would be of any avail. 



CONTENTS OF VOL;. I. 

CHAPTER I. 
Switzerland - Cbamouni - Byron - Shelley ':-' Madame de Stael 

- Schlegel - Bonatetten, his account of Voltaire- Departure for 
Italy -1& Bipo.il\e - General Duppa - Meillerie - Logo Mag-
giDre...,. Isola Bel\& .. ," . .. Page 1 

~, . 
'. 'C;H:AP'i'ER. IL 

" . MHan .... Society of 1816 - Di Bieme-' Silvio PeJ.Iico- Bosieri-
De Tracy - Confalonieri - CoBnt Luigi Porro .... AneIIi - Count 
StTasoldo - Austrian Government _ The . French lrlngdom of 
Italy - First appeamnoe of Napo\ecJnat Kilan - Madame Cas­
tiglione - Prinoe Eug .... - The Seeret Society - The Al\iea 
enter Italy - Promises of independenoe - Revolution at Milan 
- Murder of Prina - Provisional Government - Austriaua re­
cover Mi1an and all Lombardy - Attempt at insuneotion in 
1820-21 ., .. ., .. 9 

CHAPTER IlL 
Di Bremo-Monti-The Scala- Sgriooi-ltalian ImprovvisatAlri 

- Perticari 36 

CHAPTER IV. 
Milan - The Arena - The country·bouse of Prinoe Eugene­

Napoleon - Hill pereona\ babita _ n1nesa in 1812 - The sights 
of Milan .. 61 

CHAPTER V. 
Brescia - The neigbbourbood - Road tAl the Adriatio - The Lago 

di Garda - Sirmium - CatulIus - Famine in the Venetian Pro­
vinoes- Deeenzano- Verona - The Ampbitbastre- The Con­
grese of 1822-The tombe of the Sca\igenI-lloJneo and JulIet 
-~m-Aroom~vi ~ 



viii CONTENTS OF VOL. I. 

CHAPTER VI. 
Verona to Montebello - Vicenza- Palladian villa of Count Capra 

- Olimpic Theatre - Effect of political oonditioo on d .... matic 
writing - Goldoni - Modem melodmm .. - Condition of Italian 
actors-The Sette Comuni-Padua-.The Uni.mi'y-The 
Bo - Tomb of AnteDor - Livy - Famoua nati ... or Padua­
St. Antbony - St. Ginatina - Dondi •• •• Page 83 

CHAPTER VIL 
The lIanka or tbe Brenta-Venioe-TheBridgeor Siglla-The 

Pozzi - Gondolier's Song - Lion and Hor.s or St. 1Iark­
Pope AleIander and the Empero,r Barba..- - Deoey or Venioe 
- Fall of the Republic - Ana.rian Government - Armeniaa 
eon.ent of St. Lazaro - Tbe Araenal- Ferrara- T""",,­
Ariooto ~ Reggio- Petrarch aud Laora - ~ -1Iezzo.. 
ranti - Signora Tam broni - Florenoe - The Tribune - Dante 
- Petrarch - Boccacio - Machiavelli - The Santa Crooe­
Madame de Staiol- Roads from Florence to Rome - Thruimene 
- The Clitnmnua - Approach to Rome .• •• 101 

CHAPTER VlIL 
Few mnoina or Republican Rome - UDGOrtainIy or Romm anti­

quities - The ... allo of Rome - Their ancient aad modem mea­
BtIl'eD1eDt - Variona namea at ditrereut timea given to the 
aame remains - Tomb 0( Ibe Bcipillo - DeatructiDo 0( mcieut 
•• puWn... •• 302 

CHAPTER IX. 
eo.... 0( Dea&ruction 0( Romm Strnctarea •• 

CHAPTER X. 
Cmtinnatjon 0( eo.... or Dilapidation 

CHAPTER XI. 

Cmtinuotion 0( c.m- 0( Dilapidation •• 

•• 332 

-. •• 862 

•• 386 


