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PREFACE 

SOME word of explanation seems due when an 
unknown writer obtrudes a personal narrative on the 
public. My reason for writing this book was, that as 
the story of the development of the Gilgit Frontier, 
told in my letters and diaries, was read with interest 
by some who saw those papers, it seemed probable that 
its publication might give to those who have no chance 
of seeing the sort of life their countrymen lead on an 
uncivilised frontier, a faithful idea of what such an 
existence means. The book is a plain and un
varnished tale of the experiences of a fron,tier officer 
in times of peace as well as in those of war. 

It was written under adverse circumstances, in the 
scanty hours of leisure snatched from official work 
in India, and it could not, for obvious reasons, have 
been published while I was Military Secretary to 
the Viceroy of India. The events it describes began 
ten years and ended five years ago. It contains 
no information:which has not been at the disposal of 
the man in the street, but it has this advantage: that 

is 
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having been behind the scenes it has been possible 
for me to avoid including the inaccuracies of the 
mere looker-on. 

The book contains no dissertations on Frontier 
policy, no criticisms or attacks on those who direct 
that of the Government of India. I have no wish 
to join the bands who ride out to do battle with the 
windmills of the forward or backward policy, and 
it is, in myoId-fashioned opinion, disloyal for an 
officer still in the service to criticise his superiors, 
even should he consider that he has grounds for his 

views, which is not my case. Moreover, such 
criticism is generally foolish. For the man on the 
Frontier sees but his own square on the chessboard, 
and can know but little of the whole game in which 
he is a pawn. It has been my aim merely to give 
a faithful account of the policy pursued on the 
Gilgit Frontier, of the steps taken to give it effect, 
and of the result attained. The reader who expects 
to find cut-and-dried dogmatic opinions as to the 
management of our relations with Frontier tribes 
will be disappointed. These, as a rule, can only be 
given, with their full effect, by men who know 
nothing about the question. 

The reader also who expects to find a book on 
the Frontier stuffed with" tales of wild adventure 
-mostly lies "-will not find them here. A certain 
amount of exciting incident there could not help 
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being in five years' work in a wild country, but much 
of the book is a record of peaceful service. It tells 
of a constant struggle to raise a stretch of Frontier 
300 miles in length from a condition of i.ncessant 
war, anarchy, and oppression, into a state of fairly 
established peace, prosperity, and good government. 

For much of the ethnological information in the 
book I am indebted to The Tribes of the Hindu 
Kush by Colonel Biddulph. who was for some time 
in Gilgit. 

Owing to the courtesy of the Editors of the 
Fortnightly and Contemporary, I have been enabled 
to make use of articles published in their reviews, 
portions of which are incorporated in the book. 

Many of the illustrations are from photographs 
taken by Captain J. R. Roberts, I.M.S., Agency 
Surgeon at Gilgit. whose success in this line is only 
to be surpassed by his skill in the sterner duties 
of his profession, and by his devotion and kindness 
to the sick and wounded. 

ALGERNON DURAND. 
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Bahadur Khan, Raja of Astor, 19, 71, 

132, 137, 166, 239,241 
Bajour, 78, 86, 112 
Bajouri Pathans, dances of, 94 
Bala, meauing of the word, 204 
B.lkh,88 
Baltis, 31, 129, 168, 203 
Baltistan, or Little Thibet, 2; 121, 127 
Bam-i-Dunya, the Roof of the World, 

204 
Bandipur, 13, 14 

BangIa, 18 
Banok La, Pass, 130 
Baramulla, 5, 6 
Barnas, 70 
Baroghil Pass, lOS 
Barrett, Captain, 248 
Barun,100 
Batera, 198 
Bear, beat for a, 109 
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Draaan, 103 
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Dulferin, Lord, 116, 180 
Durand, Sir Mortimer, 4, 115, 118, 

ll9, 181 
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Folk-lore, 95-99, 211, 215 

Foreign Secretary, Sir Mortimer 
Durand, 4, 115, 118, 119, 181 

GABARS, 203 
Gairat,96 
Gakuch, 46, 48, 49, 107, 177, 178, 196, 

235,2i6 
Gardner, Colonel Alexander, 204, 205 
Gauri Tham, 236; murdered, 237 
Gaware, 203 
Ghaz&n Khan, 141 
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Holdich, Colonel Sir T., 188 
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Kaghan, 290 
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Kashgar, 40, 127 
Kashmir, 2, 3, 4.2, 120, 229 ;. condition 
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Kashmir, Maharaja of, 11 
Kashmir, Valley of, 6, 15 
Kashmiri, 15, 168 
Katinza Pass, 86 
Katnr, Shah, 70, 74 
Kelly, Colonel, 69, 84 
Kho, 199 
Khowar, 199, 201 
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Kushwakt, Shah, 74 

LAHORE, lIS, 116 
Lan.downe, Lord, 116, 228, 246, 289 
Lllsl'ur Valley, 60 
Lawrenoo, Mr Walter, 16 
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Leh,203 
Leitner, "Dardistlm," 199n 
L·.ckhart, Sir William, 4., 44, 57, 119, 

153 
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Lowari Pass, 79 

Lun Valley, 100 
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Lyall, Sir Altred, extract from II The 

Amir's Soliloquy," 195 
Lytton, Lord, 1110 

lIrACKENZIE, MAJOR COLIN, 268 267 
Mahorued Ishak, 78, 92 
Manners-Smith, Lieut J., 123, 172, 

197, 228, 229, 247, 263; receives 
the Victoria Cross, 264 

Markhor, or ibex, 224 ; mode of hnnt· 
ing, 64-66 

Mastuj, 45, 53, 58, 60, 67, 94, 100, 
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Chitrali dinner at, 62 

Maulai sect, 141 
Mayun, 251, 255, 262, 261 
Merk, Mr, 118 
Meros, Mount, 188 
Mian Rahat Shah, 181 
Moberly, Lieut., 283 
M urikho Valley, 68, 101, 204 
Murree,5 
Mustagh range, 121 

NAGAR, STATE 01', 2, 40, 186, 188, 
14.0, 142, 150, 198, 201, 267; 
population, 142; oultivation, 148; 
character of the people, 143 j honsos, 
144; entry into, ).51 j Thum's 
castle, 151; glacier, 155; prepara. 
tions for war, 250 ; ultimatum, 251 ; 
decision to figL t, 2:12; 00cul'ied.264 

Nagar, Chief of, 120 
Naguu, 263 
Nanga Plldbat. 15, 18, 23, 24, 131 

133 
Narsat, 203 
N azim, installed Chief of Hnnza, 265, 

268 
Nilt, 123, 148, 149, 241. 251, 254, 

267 ; storming of the fort, 256 
Nisbet, Colonel Parry, 118, 229 
Nizam-ul-Mulk, 44, 49, 103, 179, 182, 
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269, 275; reoovers the kingdom, 
282 

Nomal, 37, 39, 137, 172 j fort, 282, 
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Rawal Pindi, 2, 4, 5, 121 
Roberts, Sir Frederick, 122 
Robertson, Sir George, 4, 23, 31, 51, 

62, 66, 73, 93, 107, 109, 112, 119, 
123, 132, 162, 175, 176, 185, 189, 
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political charge, 261; his mission 
to Gor, 274; at Thalpen, 277, 280; 
starts for Chitral, 282; at Gilgit, 
290 

Ron us, 200, 206 
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murders his father, 158, 170; a~
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subsidy, 164; flies to Yarkand, 
265 

Sai Valley, 31, 201 
Saltoro Pass, 121, 123, 127 
Samarkhand, 88 
Sanoghar, 68 
Sazin,2 
Shah Salim, 89 
Shaitan Nara, 24, 27, 47 
Shandur Pass, 68, 181, 195, 202 
Sher A.fznl kills Afzul-ul-Mulk, 274; 
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205; Dangarik, or the cow-people, 
210 

Shoghot, 87, 91, 96 
Shui Pl!8s, 90 

Sikandur Khan, 265 
Sikkim,118 
Simla, 245, 269,290 
Singh, Mehta Sher, 37 
Singh, Raja Amar, 11 
Singh, Rajah Ram, 11, 221; his in-

spection of Gilgit. 243-45 
Singh, Sir Pertsb, 118 
.. Singh, Fort of Bhoop," 35 
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129 
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Slave trade, 51, 196 
Small-pox, outbreak of, 267 
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Syed Sbah, 176, 196 
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Tangir, 54, 177,198, 273 
Thalpen, 277 
Tirich Mir, 91, 95, 96, 100 
Townsbend, Lieut_-CoL, 248 
Tragbal Pass, 14 
Transport, breakdown of the, 247 
Tsik Mehtar, 44 
Turg Murg, 186 
Turikho Valley, 100, 204 
Twigg, Major, 248, 278, 280, 286; 
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UKRA, Khan of Jandol, 84, 86, 175, 
191,273 

·Uzr Khan, Raja, 148, 151, 152, 154, 
164, 241, 251; murders his brothers. 
237; deported to Kashmir, 265 

WAKRAN,4 
Wallace, Captain, 280 
Wazirs, 153, 154, 200 
Woollar Lake, 5, 6, 13, 15, 114 

YAGHIATAN,177 
YarkaDlI, 40, 121. 139, 140 
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Yasin, 54, 74, 198, 201; valley of, 
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Yeshkuns, 140, 142, 200, 201, 206 
Vol Parri, 237 
YOllnghusband, Captain, 121, 163, 

175,195,197,245,276,278,282 
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Yuechi, 202 
Yule, Colonel, 204 
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