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PREFACE. 

-
1M this book. I have endeavoured to show that our modem 

Christianity has been tried and found wanting, that the 

armed camp of Europe is nol Christian, but Pagan, as is 

latter-day religion, of which the present state of affairs is 

the outcome. The book contains three principal ideas,

the first, that Christianity is not only the worship of God 

and a doctrine of salvation, but is above all things a new' 

conception of life wwch is changing the whole fabric of 

human society; the second, that from the first appearance 

of Christianity there entered into it two opposite currents, 

-the one establishing the true and new conception of life, 

which it gave to humanity. and the other perverting the 

true Christian doctrine and converting it into a P~oan 

religion, and that this contradiction has attained in our 

days the highest degree of tension which now expresses 

itself in universal ann:lments, and on the Continent in 

general conscription; and the third, that this contradiction, 

which is masked by hypocrisy. can only be solved by an 
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effort of sincerity on the part of every individual endeavour

ing to conform the acts of his life,-independent of what 

are. regarded as the exigencies of family, society, and the 

State,-with those moral prinCiples which he considers to 

be true. 

LEO TOLSTOi. 

T1ze ab01Je is an extract (slightly aaaP/etl) from an article 

on Cotlnt Tolsttii which appearea in tlte London DAILY 

CHRONICLE of 26th .Decem!Jtr 1893. Sent by Miss Tanana 

To/s/oi, on belzalj of her fatlter, to the ptlblislters of this 

eainon of lui wor~, it is inserted lttre as a Preface at tlte 

mggestlon of COtInt Tots/oi. 
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