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FOREWCRD

Mr. Raghunath Shatanand Parkhi is one of the few per-
sons who have begun to resonate, at the earllest ‘opportunity,
in tune with the surging wave of Library Movement that has
recently begun to spread over our Motherland. He is a
pioneer in another way also. For, he is one of the first
Indians to respect the democratic spirit of the Library Move-
ment by venturing to produce books on .Library Science in
the mother tongue.

I can easily imagine the scant recognition and the posi-
tive discouragement which'are likely to meet him at every
town but after all, it is the main function of a pioneer to go
forward with his mission in spite of such cbstacles. [ hope,
however, that very soon his labours in popularising Library
Science in the Maratha Country will receive the recognmon
and the encouragement that they richly deserve.

The present volume of his is more than a pnmer ftis
almost encyclopaedic. Itis based on wide study, careful
observation and deep thought. During the few months he
spent with us in the Madras University Library taking the
University's Certificate Course in Librarianship, -1 had ample
opportunities to observe in him all the above mentioned
qualities. ‘ '

I wish his “ Primer of Library Science” a very wide
circulation and the author himsell increasing success in the
further literary works in Library Science which be has pro-,
grammed for l'umself :

S. R. Ranganathan, M.A,, L.T., F.LA

Librarian, Madras University Library:

- Secretary, Madras Library Association
Member, Imperial Council of Iadia,
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The Umversxty of the Punjab.
Mr. R. S, Parkhi ‘of lhe Fergusson College. Poona, has zent me a
copy of the Library aner. which he has written in. Marathi. - Looking
through this and a description of the contents I feel certain that he has -
produced a very useful and instructive book and as far as'l can judge
without being familiar with Marathi grammar it seems to be so clearly
written. It should prove very useful im small libraries wherever
Marathi is spoken and also to those employees in larger . libraries
who may not be thoroughly conversant with English. Being casy to
read it may also attract some students to the Librarian’s profession-and

give some general readcrs an inkling as to what a‘Librarian sbould ke.

A. C. WOOLNER,
M.A., P.A.8.B,, C.I.E,
Vice.chancellor.
. University of the Punjah..

_ Chairrgan, ladian Library Association.

M. O..Thomas, M.A., Th, D., Annamalai University,
Dips L.3. (London), P.L.A. Annamalainagar, -
South India.
It isindeed a pl e to d to the public the book of

Mr, R. S. Parkhi enmled “‘A B C of Library Science™ recently publxsh-
ed in Marathi language. Mr, Parkhi certainly deserves encouragement
and support not only because he has made a pioneer attempt in this
direction, but also because his book seems to te a result of a wide
knowledge of the field of Library Science. Further, the avthor has.
dealt with the subject with painstaking thoroughness almost from
every possible poiat of view. The book is sure to prove very ‘useful
to those who are interested in Library Movement as well as those
who wish to study Library Technigne through the medium of
Marathi language. 1 hope that there will be a wide circulation for it
and wish that the example of Mr. Parkhi will be followed by other
enterprising library workers and that more books on Library Science
wnll be pubhshed in the vernaculars ‘of the country.
et M. O. THOMAS
M.A., B.D., Th.D., F.L.A., Dip.L.8. (London).
Chicf leranan. Annsmalai University,
President, Punjab Library Conference,
President, All.India Library Conference, etc.
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Central Library Department,

Baroda, 3rd November 1933,

Thae literature of Indian bibliography and library economy is but &

meagre one, so that the able author of this work deserves commen-

dation far offering so excellent a text-book on the management of

public libraries in this country. His enterprise in writing the books

in the Marathi language should reccive encouragement from librarians

and social workers in the Marathi-spesking districts of India. A concise

but well.selected list of books is provided for those who desire to
proceed further in the study of the subject. ’

NEWTON M. DUTT, r.L.A.
Curator of State Libraries, Baroda,
President, Library Section, All.Asia

. Educational Conference, 1930, etc. etc.

This little book written in Marathi will be useful to the conductors
of small libraries in many ways. Aftet dwelling vpon the general
aspects of libraries the author has given a brief account of the libraries
id India and in other countries, and has touched in a short space, almost
all the important points connected with the subject. In chapter 13 he
has dwelt on Dewey’s Decimal System quite clearly, and in chapter -
14 he has well shown the difference between the Decimal System
and the Two.figure author table. In the subsequent chapters he hes
dwelt upon cataloguing, tlassification and the different card.systems,
ete. Needless to say that persons interested in Library Movement
would be much benefitted by reading this useful book end it is worth
possessing by them,

K. M. ASADULLAH,
B.A.,, F.L.A
Librarian, Imperial Library, Calcutta,
Secretary; All-lndia Library Conference,
Secretary, Indian Library Association.



