




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CAISSA. 

*0 . . F ar1l.lies on the chequer'd field array'd. 
And guildefs war in pleafingform difplay.'d i . 

When two bold kings contend with vain alarmS' .. 
In ivory and that in ebon arm$' ; 
Sing, {portive maids, that'haunt the {acred hill 
Of Pindus, and the fam' d Pierian 
t Thou, joy of all below, and ill 
Mad Venus, queen oflaughterj queen of Iove:; 

• 
Leave thy bright ifland, where on many a, .rofci 
And many a pink thy blooming-trailll repofe;: 
Afiii\: me, goddefs! fince a lovelY. pair"' 
Command my fong, like thee divinely fair. 

Near yon cool fiream, whofe living.waters 
And rife tranflucent in'· the folar ray;. 

IMITATIONS; 

• Ludimus effigiem belli,- veris 

Pra:lia, buxo acies fClas, et ludicra regna: 
Ut gemini inter fe reges, albufqutfIiigerque, 

Pro laude oppofiti certent bicoloribus armis. 
Dicite, Seriades Np:nphz, certamina tanta.: 

t lEneadum genitrix, hominum divumqua: voluptas,. 

Alma Venus! &c. 

Ytdtl. 

'Lu,retius. 
Beneath 
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Ben~ath the covert of a fragrant bower, 
Wher"e If pring's foft influence purpled every flower,; 
Two fmiling nymphs reclin'd iri calm retreat, 
i\nd envying bloifoms crowded round their feat ,; 
Here Delia was enthron'd" and by herfide 
The fweet Sirena, both in beauty's pride: 
Thus, lhine two rofes, frelli with early bloom, 
That from their native ftalk difpenf~ 'perfume J 

Their leaves unfolding to the d~wning day' 
Gems of the glowing mead; and eyes' of May. 
A band of youths and damfels fat around, 
Their flowing locks with'braided myrtle bound,;' 
Agatis, in the graceful dance admir"d,' . 
Arid gentle Thyrfis, by the mufe infpir~d ,; 
With Sylvia, faireft of th~~mirthful train,; 
And Daphnis, ,doom'd to love, yet love in'vain~ 
Now, whiHl: a purer blulli o'erfpreads, her cheeks, 
With foothing accents thus Sirena fp~aks: ' 

CC The meads and lawns are ting'd with beamy light, 
If And wakeful larks b~gintheir vocal :flight ,; 
If WhiHl: on each bank -the dewdrops f weetly finile:; 
" What fport, my Delia, lhall the hours beg~ile ? 
U Shall heavenly notes, prolong'd with various art, 
" Charm the fond ear; and warm the rapturous heart? 
" At diftance {hall we view the fylvan chace? 
" Or catch with filken lines the finny race ?'" 

Then Delia thus: "Or rather, fince we meet, . 
" By chance aifembled in this cool retreat, 

If In 
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U In artful contefi: let our warlike traiIi 
" Move well. direCted o'er the colour'd plain,; 
" Daphnis, who taught us firfi:,· the play' 1hall guide; 
" Explain its laws, and o'er the fi'eld preficie : 
" No prize' we need, our ardour to inflame; 
" We fight with pleafure, if we fight for fame.'" 

The nymph confents: the maids and .youths prepare 
To \'~ew the combat, and the {port to iliare ; 
But Daph,nis moft .approv'dJhe bold defign, 
Whom Love inftruCted, and ~the' tuneful Nine. 
He rofe, and on the cedar table plac'd 
A poliili'd board, with diftering colours grac'd; 
* Squares eight times eight in equal order lie J 

Thefe bright as fnow, thofe dark. with" fable dye; 
Like the broad target by the tortoifeborn; 
Or like the hide by fpotted panthers wOrn. 
Then from a cheft, with·haiinlefs,heroesftor'd, 
O'er the fmooth plain two well-wrought'hofts he'pour'd; 
The champions bum'd their rivals to·atfail,. 
t Twice eight in black, twice eight in milkwhitemail ; 

, IMITATIONS. 

• Sexaginta infunt et quatuor .ordine. fedes . 
oaono; parte ex omni; via. limite quadrat 
Ordinibus paribus; necnon forma omnibus una 
Sedibus, zquale et fpatiuni~ . fed' non tolor 'UhU8 t . 

Alternant femper vi'riz,;fub.euntque.~ici~m ' '! 

Albentes nigris ; 'teftud~ piaa fupe~e 
~alia devexo geftat difcrimina tergo. Yitla. 

t Agmina bina pari numeroque, et viribus requis, 
Bisnive1 cum vefte oao, totidemque nigranti. 

Ut varia: facies, pariter funt et fua cuique 

Nomina, diverium munus, non l.e'lua pot~ftas. y;aa. 
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In lhape and fl:ation different, as in name., 
Their motions various, nor their power dle fame. 
Say, mufe! (for Jovo. flas "ough.~ frQIl1: thee conceal'd) 
Who form'd the legions on tlle: level field 1 

High in the midfl: the, re'1'efeJld~ings. appear", 
And o'er the refl: their pearly fcepters rear: . 

One '{olemn fl:ep~.w.aJerucally 1l0w., 
They gravely move, and {hun the dangerous foc 1 

IT e'er they caU, the watchfql f,abJecb fpring-a 
And die with rapture if th(!y.~v, ,tbeiuking' i. 
On him the glory of the day depends. 
He once imprifon'd, all tlt~ c.onffittends., 

The queens exultin~ ~ tl1cir: conforts.il:and! ~ 
Each bears a deadly falchion \n ht!t .hand;. 
Now here, now there, they b.oul).d with. furiolls: In'ide-. 
And thin the tremblingr:aJl~Si fr;om fide.: tel 1ide:;.. 
Swift as Cami¥a. fly.illg: c/.tll) tb¢);Xlain,. 
Or lightly lkimming o'er the.dewyl plai.n.:~ 
Fierce as they feem,_ fQm,e 9,old! Plebeialb fpear' 
May. pierce their.lhield,or- fl:op·their- full career. 

The vali,;lnt guards, tl,leir minds on havQck.Eent, 
Fill the next fquares, and watch_ the;. roy:a1 tent; 
Though weak their fpear~ .. though.dwar.6.th,betheir: hclght" 
* Compact they move, the bulwarkofithe-.6.ght 

NOl'E~ 

To 

* The chief art in the TaBicks of Chefs cooofts ill the nice conduti oftbe roy~ '~wns i in fupport­
ing them againftevery ,a'tack; and, i{'tlJe1'1l¥>tak'eftj 'ie fllpplying -their -places witlr others equany 

. fupportcd ; 
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To right and left the martial wmgs difplay 
Their thining arms, and fiand in dofe array. 
Behold, four archers, eager to advance, 
Send the light reed, and ruth witli fidelong gtance J' 

Through angles ever they alfault the foes. 
True to the colour, which at firft they chol'e. 
~hen four bold knights for courage famtd and {peed. 
Each knight exalted on a prancingfteed, . 
* Their arching courfe no vulgar llmit knows, 
Tranfverfe they leap, and aiminfidious blows: 
Nor friends, nor foes, their rapId. force refl:iain, 
By one quick bound two changing {quares they gain J 

From varying hues renew the: fietce attack, . 
And ruth from black to white, 'from white· to black. 
Four {olemn elephants the fides defend'; 
Beneath the load of ponderous towers they bend: 

. In one unalter'd line they tempt the' fight; . . 

. Now crufh the left, and now o'erwhelm the right .. 
Bright in the front the dau'ntlefs foMiers raile . 
Their polifh'd {pears; their fteely lNilmets blaZe : 

I¥ITATIONS. 

.. n cavallo leggier per dri~a lifta, 
Come gli altri, l' arringo unqua nOll ten'd'e; 
Ma la lizza attraverfa, e fiero·in 'lift... " 1. 
Curvo in giro, e lunato it £Uta ftende, 

i E femprenel faltar due cafe acquifta, 
~el colore abb~donaJ e quefto prende. 

NOTE. 

503 

{upported: a principle, on which the fuc:cefs of tlie game in~at meafUro; dependS, though it feems to 
be omitted by the very accurate Yidil.· . . . ',', '. . 

Prepar'd 
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Prepar'd they frand the daring foe to ftrike, , 
Dire~ their progrefs, but t~ir wounds obl~que •. 

, Now fwell th' em~att1ed troops. with' honile .rage! ' 
And clang their lhields, impatient to engage; 
When Daphnis thus: A. varied plain behold, 
Wh~re fairy kings their, miII).ickte~ts unfold. 
As Oberon, and Mab, his wayward queen, , 

Lead forth their armies oq the daWed gr.~eIi. 
No mortal hand the wondcrous fport contriv'~,' , 
By Gods invented, and from -oo.d,s ,deriv'd ~ . 

* From them the BJ:'it~nymphsr~ceiv:d the' game" 
And play each morn beneath the cryftai.Tha,tpe; 
Hear then the tale, whjch they t<;> Colin fung, 
As idling o'er the luc:id wave he :hung .• 

A lovely Dryad rang'd the Th~acian wild, 
Her air enchanting, at;ld~er afpect mild;, 
To chafe the bounding hart 'was aU her joy, 
Averfe from Hymen, ~d the Cyprian boy; 
O'er hills and valleys .. was her beauty fam'd, 
And fair Cai1fa was the damfel nam'd. 
Mars raw the maid; with deep furprize he gaz'd, 
Admir"d her lhape, and every gefture prais'd: 
His golden bow the child of Venus bent,. 
And through his breaft a piercing arrow fent:· , 

• 

IMITATIONS. 

• ~z quondam Cub aquis gaudent Cpetlacla ~eri 
Nereides, vaftique omnis gens accola ponti; 
$iquando placidwn mar~, ct' humi&a' regna quierunt. /'ida. 

The 



CAISSA. 

The reed was Hope J the feathers, .keen Oefire i 
The point, her eyes; the barbs, ethereal fire. 
Soon to the nymph he pour9d his tender ftrain; 
The haughty Dryad {corn'd his. amorous pain: 
He told his woes, where'er the maid he found, 
And frill he prefs'd, yet ruuCaiff'a fcown'd; 
But ev'n her fr~wns (ah, whatinight (miles have done!) 
Fir'd all his foul, and··~l his {enfes ·won •. 
He·left his car, by raging tigers draw~, 
And. lonely wander'd o'er .th~ dulky lawn,; 
Then lay·defpondingnear arnurmuring fiream, 
And tair Caiff'a was his plaintive them~ 
A Naiad heard hin;t from her moffy bed, 
And through the cryftal rais'el ~er placid bead ,; 
Then mildly {pake: cc 0 ~hou,whomloveinfpires, 
cc Thy tears will nourHh, not allay thy fires~ 
U The fmiling bloff'oms qr~~ the,.pearly dew;. 
" And ripening fruit the feather' d fa~e. purfue ;i:.. 
" The {caly !hoals devour the filken.weeds;. 
" Love on our fighs, and on Qur_ Corrow feedS". 
" Then weep no more,; but~!Xc tho\l ca~ obtain 
" Balm to thy wounds,.and {olac~ to thy pain:, 
" With gentle art thy martial look lleguile; . --' 

" Be mild, and teach thy rugged brow' to {mile.; 
"Canfr thou no play,. no foothing game devife, 
" To make thee lovely in th;e damfel~sey~s ? 
II So may thy prayers a1fuage the {cornful damel: 
II And ev'n Ca:uIa own a mutual flame;," 
"Kind nymph, {aid Mars, thy counfellapprove, 
ec Art, only art,. her ruthlefs breaft can inov-c •. 

VOL. IV. 3T" 
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" But when? or how? Thy dat-k:di(t:0urf~'eX'pla~n t -,. ' 

" So mJy thy fl:ream ne'er·fwtIl Wfl:f:l gu1hing fain;' 
" So may thy waves in OInt pure<inrten.tlloW, , 
" And flowers eternal on thy bo'rder-blow 1" 

• t ' 
( . 

To whom the maid replied.'with.fmilirig mien .:­
It Above the pal~ce6fthe,~aphia.n:qqeen' 
" * Love's, brother dwells, a boy of -graceful port,: . 
" By gods nam'd Euphron, and by mortals, Sport:. i . 

U Seek him; to faithful ears unfola diy grief, 
(( And hope, ere morn return, 'a fweet'relief. 
," His temple hangs below the azure fldes; 
" Seefl: thou yon argent cloud} ,"Tis 'h.ere i.t ~ies."· . 
This faid, lhe funk beneubtheliqaid1plain;, :. 
And fought the manfi,?ll ~fiher:blue.;.,liair~~ Jtrain~ 

Meantime the god, elate 'with: ;heart.;felt joy, J 

Had reach'd the temple af:the -fpottfnlJboy j' . 

He told Calffa'scharms, his lkindletl;fire, ) ,,' 
The Naiad's counfel, and his Warm,de.tire .. · 
" Be fwift, he added,~gi\Te:!n1!paffionJaid; 
" A god requefl:s.'!-He rpa~,:andSport.ohey~d. .' 
He fram'd a tablet of celC?fl:ial :mold; 
~nlay'd with fquares of filver'and dfgbld J 

Then of two metals form'd· the warlike ·band;· 
That here compact in fhow ofbattIefiand 1: .. 

IMri'ATIONS. 

... ECCD d' aRuto ingegn~, e 1>ronta mana 

Garzon, che fempre fcherz3, e vola ratto, 
Gioco s'apelIa, ed e d' timor germano. 

• 

Mtlrin~, Adone. '15. 

" 

He 
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He taught the rules that guide the penfivegame;. 
And call'd it C'!/fo from 'the, Dryad's name: 
(Whence Aibion'sfons, who mbfi: its praife confefs, 
Approv'd. the play, and nam'd it thoughtful CIJefi.j' 
The god delighted thank'd indulgent Sport; , 
Then grafp'd the board, and'left his airy court •. 
With radiant feet he pierc'd the clouds; nor fray'd, 
Till in the woods he Caw tlle beautebus maid: 
Tir'd with the chafe the da~felJat reclin~d, 
Her girdle loofe, her hofom unconfin'd. 
He took the figure of a wanton Falin, ' 
And froed before her on the flowery lawn j , 

Then fhow'd his tablet: pleaS'd:thenymph: furvey'd 
The lifelefs troops- in glittering rarik.S;difp~y.'~;!. 
She afled the wily fylvan to aplainLt· , ' 
The various motions of the fplendid. tt:un-J' i: .. 
With eager heart fhe caugh~,the' ~ning Jore. 
And thought ev'n Mars lefs hateful than before: 
u ,What fpell, Jaid:~ deceiv'~myk:are1efs min~ t 
" The godwas fair, and I was moB: 'Unki~:! 
She fpoke, and faw the changing~Faun.aifume-
A milder afpeCt, and a fairer bloom;'; 
His wreathing horns, that' from'.Pis- temples ;grew" 
Flow'd down in curls of bright celeiHalhu~ j • 

The dappled hairs, that veifdhis 'lovelefs'.face, . ..' . 
Blaz'd into beams, and {how' d ~ neav.et.aly, grace; : , .. 
The .fhaggy hide, that mantl'ed!o~er,his breaft, 
Was foften'd to a fmooth tranfpafent vefr". '" 
That through its folds his Nigorotisi.bofom.fuow'd,; 
And nervous limbs"where youwfid,arClour glow~d f 
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(Had Vel1US view'd him·in.thofe"blm,>ming charms;. ., 
Not Vuican's net had forc'd her froni·his.arms:) 
With goatlike feet np more, he: m~rk'd' the ground, '. 
But braided flowers hfs ~rkeri fandals bound.' ' 
The Dryad blufh'd; and, as he prefs~d_ her; fm!l'd, ' .. : 
W:hilfr all his cares one tender· g~ance beguil'd.· ! 

He'ends: 7'0 arms, the maids andftriplings cry; 
"1'0 arms, the groves and foutiding .. vales reply.: 
Sirena led to war the f warthy crew; 
And Delia. thofe that bore the lily's hu'e. 
Who 'firft,' 0 mufe, began the: bold. attack;' 
The' white ,ef';11gent, or the. niour~ul : black?; . 
Fair Delia firft, as favouring .lot~ordain;' . 
MoveS her pale legions tow'rd the fable train: 

. From thought to thollght her lively: fariey flies, 
Whilft o'er the board fue darts her fparkling eyes. 

At length the warri6ur.moves with haughty.firides; . . 
Who from the plain the fnowy king divides: 
With equal hafte his fwarthy rival bounds:; " 
His quiver rattles, and his buckler fQunds: ' 

., Ah! haple(s youths, withfatal.warmth. you burn;' 
Laws, ever fix'd, forbid you to return. 
Then from the wing a iliort-liv'd fpearman flies, 
Unfafely bold, and fee! he dies, he dies: 
The dark-brow'd hero, wi~ one' vengefl1lblow 
-Oflife and place deprives his ivory foe. 
Now rufu both armies o'er the burniili'd field, 
Hurl the fwift dart, and rend the burfting fuield. 

Here 
( 



• 
Here furious knights on, fierY co~rfersprance, 
Here archers fpring, and lofty towers. advance.,. 
But fee! the white-rob'd Amazon .beholds 
Where the dark hoft its op~nipg van "unfolds: ' 
Soon as her eye difcerns ~e hoJ1i1e maid, 
By ebon 1hield, and ebon helm betray'd,i. 
Seven fquares {he pa1fes with majeftick mien, 
And ftands triumphant o'er .the falling queen. 
Perplex'd, and forrowing at hisconfort1s fate, . 
The monarch burn'd with ;age, defpair.l and'hate; 
Swift from his zone th' avengin& blade he drew, 
And, mad with ire, the' proud viragQ'flew. 
Meanwhile fweet-fmiling Delia's wary king 
Retir'd from fight behind ~is circ1~ng wing.' 

Long time the war in equal balance' hung; 
Till, unforefeen, an ivory.courfer fprung, 
And, wildly,prancing in an evil hour, 
Attack'd at C?nce the monarch ilndthe t9wer: 
Sirena blu1h'd ; for, as the rules requir'd, 
Her inj~r'd fovereigntQ his tent retir'd,J 
Whilft hel loft caftle leaves his threatening height. 
And adds new glory to th' exultipg knight •. 

At this, pale fear opprefs'd the drooping maid.' 
And on her cheek the rofe begaq to fade: • 
A cryftal tear~ that ftood pr~par\l to fall, 
She wip'd in filence, and conceal'd from alh. 
From all but Daphnis: He remark'd her p3:in~ 
And faw the weaknefsof her ebQP. train; , 

• 
50g . 

• '. 

, . 

Then 
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Then gently fpoke: "Let me your iofs ruppl" • • 

" Arid1either nobly win, or noblY. di~ j 
" Me oft has fortune crown'd with tai,l' fuccefs,' 
U And led to triumph in thJ fields bf Chefs/" . 
He faid: the willing nymph her place refign'd, 
And fat at , diftance on the bank recli"n'd. " J : 

Thus when Minerva caU'd herchieftb arms, ," 
And Troy's high turret {book with' dire alafms~ 
The Cyp~ian goddefs woundedieft the'plain., . , 
And Mars .en gag' d a Ihigntiet forte ]1'1 \raIn;, I ~', , : 

\ ~." 

'" 
Stra~ght Daphnis leads his {quadton to the fi~ld j' " 

(To Delia's arms 'tis ev'n a ;J6y 't6.yield:Y ,r' 

.' '" "j ,t, Each gUIleful fnare, and fubtleart .he tnes;, : 
But finds his art lefs powerful than her eyes: 
Wifdom and ftrength fuperlQurfchatnls- ooey:; 
And beauty, beauty, wins the loog";fou'ght day. 1'., . , 
By this, a hoary chief, on fiaughter<bent, . 
'1\pproach'd the gloomy kirig's unguatded tent J 
Where, late, his confgrt fpread.difmay 'aroundJ ' 

Now her dark corfe lies bleedin~:oil :the "ground .. 
Hail, happy youth! thy,glorie's'riOt rinfung: 
Shall live eternal on the poetYs:tongue 'j' , 

For thou ilialt foon receive a fplendid change, 
And o'er the plain with· D6blet'(ury 'range. ' 
The fwarthy leaders faw the ftbem'impend, 
And ftrove in vain their fovereign to defend: 
TA: invader wav'd his filver;iance in'iir, 
And flew like lightning to the 'fatal '[quare; 
His limbs dilated in a mom~nt :grew $. , 

1'0 {!:ate1y height, and widen'd to the view j 

" 

" . , 
" 

, ' 
, , 

;, ,oj 

• .i 

.... , 

'j 

More 
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More fierce his look, more liori.,.lik"e his mien,' . . 

Sublime he mov'd, and feem',4 ~ wairioUr que.en. 
• 

As when the fage on fome unfolding plant 
Has caught a wandering fly, Qrfnigal ant, 
His hand the microfcopic.k frame ajplies, 
And lo! a bright-hair'd 'moriftei- meets his :eyes J 

He fees new" plumes in £lender :c.afesrol1~d ; 
Here fiain'd with azure, there. bedropp'djwith go~d;, J 

. Thus, on the alter'd chief both armies gaze, 
And both the. kings arc lix'd- w.i$ :deep-amaze. 
The fword, which arm'd the Jnow-white maid lbcfo~e. 
He how a1I"umes, and hurls the fpear no more; 
Then fprings indign_~r¢:Q~',\h~~~§r~":'tQ9'~ bp.n~, . ~ 
And kni~hts and arch.et:sJe,elp,i~rd,eacl1y ~~ •• 
Now flies the monarch of the fable fuield, 
His legions vanquifh'd, o'er the lonely field: 
* So when the morn, by rofy courfers drawn, 
With'pearls and rubies fows the verdant lawn, 
Whilft each pale fiar from heaven's blue vault retires, 
Still Venus gleams, and l~ of all expires. 
He hears, where'er he moves, the dreadful found i 
ClJeck the deep vales,,: arid ClJ;ck the woods rebound. 
No place remains: he fees the certain fate, 
And yields his throne to ruin, and Checkmate. 

IMITATIONS. 

,. Medio rex requore inetmis 

.. • 

511 

Conftitit amiffis focus; velut rethere in alto 

Expulit ardentes fiamll\as ubi lutea bigis 
Luciferis Aurora, tuus pulcherrimus ignis 

Lucet adhuc, Venus, et c~l~ mox ultimus exit. Ytda, ver. 604. 

A brighter 
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A brighter blu1h o'erfpreads the damfel's cheeks, 
And'mildly thus the .conqu~r'd fu-ipling fpeaks: 
CI A double triumph, Delia, hall:, tho~ 'won, 
cc By Mars proteCl:ed, and by, Venus' fon ; 

'. 
fI The nrft with conqueft crowns thy matchlefsart, 
fC The fecond points thofe,eyes at Daphnis' heart:' 
She fmil'd; the nymphs and; amorous youths arife, 
And, own, that. beauty gain~d,the nobler prize. 

Low in theircheft the mimick troops were lay'd, . .. * And peaceful {lept-the fable hero's lhade., -

.. A parody ot the laft Ilnein Pope's' tianfl~tion otthe Iliad, 

" And l'eac.efijrhept the migbtrHetl:or't {bade.u 

• 



CARMIN(]M LIBER. 

I. ODE ,SINlCA. 

VIDES ttt agros'dulce gemmatos lavet 
Argenteus'rivi latex.. . 

Virides ut aura fuidulomodulamine. 
Arundines interftrepat: 

Sic, tic,amCEno tincte yi);tutum,chorct_ 
Princeps,amabiliter nites.: 

Ut maximo labore, & ~te maxima 
Effingit artifex ebur, 

Sic ad benignitatem aJpica civium 
Blande figuras pectora. 

Ut delicata gemin(1l~m; expolit -manus 
Fulgore lucentem aureo, 

• Sic civitatem mitium gaudes tuam 
Ornare morom lumine •. 

o quam verenda micat in oculis le.nitas!. 
Minantur & rident funul. 

o quanta pulchro dignitas vultu patet, 
Et quaritus ·ince1fu.decor!. 

Scilicet, amCEno cincte virtutum choro 
Princeps, amabiliter, nites • 

. Annon per omne, veris inftar, feculum: 
Memoria fiorefcet tui? • 

vo!.. IV. 3 u 

• 

... 

II. ODE 
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JAM roCa purpureum caput explicat.· Adfit. amici,. 
Suavisvoluptatuni··cohors::' . 

. Sic monuere Cenes. 
Nunc lreti Cumus; .~t. g,tiU$ Ireta: avola.t retas, 

Q..!!in Caera mutemus mero 
Stragula· oeCtaienJ 

Dulce gemit zephyrus: ridenten\ mitte puellam. 
. <lEam molli in amplexu. tenens '. 

Poculalreta bibam. '. 

Tange c~u:lyn.. .' Srevit ~ortuna J' at miue querelas:: . 
Cur non Cafioros ba:rbiu.· . . 

Elicimus mcdulos J 
En! Boru~.reginanitet' roCa. .' Fundite vin;" .. 

<l!!odamoris extinguat f~. 
N ea:areos latices. 

S\lav~ loquens Philomela VO~Of:' qut fiat ut umbrl· 
Tefrus roCarum nexili •.. 

lVeris avis) tac(!am~ . . 

III ... ALTERA .. · 

AFFER fcyphos, & dulccl ridentis men 
Purpureos 18.tic~s; 

Effunde largius,. puer;.. -

Nam 



. .', At'tttkA •. • 
N am vinum amores lenit adolefcentium, 

Difficilefque fenutn 
Emollit zgriiudines. 

Solem merom zmulatur, & lunam calix i 
N eaareis fotreat 

Die luna {olem amplexibus .. 
Flammas nite~es fparge: vini' {cilieet 

Fervidioris tquam' 
Flammre nitentis remulam. 

<ll!ba fi rofarum fragilis avolat. dec:~. 
Sparge. putt. liqu4fa1 

Vini rubefeentis I'ofas_ 
. . 

Si devium Philomela deteri~ nema,r, 
Pocuia' ~ta canallt. , 

Non elaboratum melos. 
Injuriofre {perne fotturuu minas." 

'Lretaque mcefiitiam: ' 
'. Depellat informem chelys. • 

Somnus beat~s, famniIs amplexa& 'dabit : 
. Da ·mihi dulce merum . 

Somnum quod alliciat levem. 
"Dulce eft ~adere vina. Pa' calicesnovos, 

U t placida' iD,ildidl1s . 
O~1ivione perfruar •. 

Scyphum affer alterum,puer, defude alte,um:' . 
Seu vetitum {uerii,' . . 

Ainice~ feu licitum, bibam. 

.-
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IV. ODE 'ARABICA. 

AD FABULLUM.' 
. ' 

DULCI triftitiam vino lavere, aut,.nitentc'lunl, , . 
Muld reclines in ros! , 

U rgere blandis: ofcrilis ·puellas ; 
Aut, dum prata levi pulfat pede delicata virgo 

Comam renodans auream~ 
Molli cupidinis .tepere flamm!: 

Aut, dum blanda aures recreat lira,~oreo fub antro 
Ad (uave zephyrorum melos 

Rore advocati {pargier {oporis : 
Hrec ver purpureum dat gaudia,~comis &.juventas. 

His, mite dum tempus ravet, 
Decet vacare, dumquc'r!det,annus. 

~icunque aut rerum domini {umUs. aut graves coaCU 
Curas egeftatis pati: _,: ' 

Deben:lUr afperz, FabuIIe~ moru. 

.. 
v. AD LlELIUM. 

VESTIMENTA tuis grata f01."oribus, 
Et donem lapides,. quos velallt Tagi ' 

Fluctus, vel celer unda: ' 
Ganges aurifer~ lavit, , 

Lreli, fi mea fit dives opum domus: 
~id mittam addubito. Scilicet haud Inea 

Servo 



AD'LUNAM.-
< 

Servo carmina blandls. 
Nympharum au~ibris infolens, 

<l.!!arum tu potior pectora candidis 
Mulees alloquiis, te potiorem amat 

Mufa. utcunque pueUz, 
Pulfas lEolire fide.s.-

~in illis acies mittere commodu~ 
Tornatas meditor,qure bicoIoribus' 

Armis confpiciendre 
Bella innoxia deftinant; . . , 

<l!!alis propter aquas aut Lacedzmoni 
Eurotz gelidas,aut Tiberis:vada,. . 

Cornicum manus albis. • 
Nigrans certat oloribits-. 

Cur non fub viridi ludimus ilicis 
Umbra fuppofiti? Die v~niat genii 

Ridens Lydia pulchris. 
Et faltare decens Chloe: 

Die reddant mihi me'. 'Ludite~: virgines ~ 
Me teft1,ldineis aut Venerelli modis . 

Dicente, a~t juvenilis 
Telum dulce $:upid~is .. 

VI. AD LUNAM:" 

CCELI dufee- nitens decus,. 
Lend. lora manu,. Cynthia,:~brripe:. 

Pulchrre' tecta peto Chloes, 
Et la.brwn tofee. neCtare fuavius. 

" 

Non 

• 
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Non prredato~ ut impiobus, 
IPer fylvas propero~ te duee,lcievias; 

Nee, dum lux radiat tua, 
UltriceJ;ll meditor figere cufpident. 
~em tu, mitis Amor, femel 

Plaeatum tepid! lenieris face, 
I11um deferuit furor, 

Et telum facili decirut l: manu.. I • 

N e,e deliCla per & nefas 
Furtiva immeritus gal1dia pc:rfequor; 

:Bland~ viCla Chloeprece ~. , " 
'. Peplum rejiciet purpureum .libens~ .' .. 

• 

1 • 

VII. AD VENE.RE~ .. , 
ORO te teneri blanda Cupidin~~: " 
Mater, creruleis edita fluClibus; 

~re grati fruticf;tila~~Qli~ .ldali; . 
Herbofamque Amathl,lnta, ,~ viridem enidon. 
OrO; Pyrrha, meis cedat amoribus,· . 

~re nunc, Trenari! immitiQt: .a:f~ulo. 
Mrerentis Licinl follicitum 'melos .. 

Ridet. Non liquid~. ~~~C;Jip~" 
Non illam LEoliis iUacrymabilem 

Pleltris dimoveat"leni~ ~t ,~rduam, , 
Cervieem tepidum fleClat ad ofculum. oj 

(Oi!antum eft & vacuis ne~~ in ofculis 1) 
~od fi carminibus mitior ~pplicet . 
A~res illa meis, fi (rigiduIl\ gelu 
Te folvente) pari me tepe.atface. 

Te 



AD EANDEM. 

Te propter IiquidumfonticilIi vitrurn~' 
Ponam confpicuo marmare luc.idain~ 
Te can tans Paphiam, teque Amathuftain.' 
Pellam gramineum ter pede cefpitem. 
Tum' nigranti heded. & tempora Iaure~ 
Cingam, tunc hiIares eliciam. mOdos, . 
At nunc me juvenumpritereuri~ium 

. Me ridet comitum 'cretus amabilis J'. _ 

Et ludens puerorum m plateit cohbrS", ' 
Oftendit digitis me, quialangueo: 

• 
Demiffis oculis. me. quia (otl)nra.. " 

AQrupta haud facili virgine Jauc~uin' 
Monftrant. & viola. pallidiot gena. . 

: ') :, 

VIIL AD EANDEM. 

PERF1DO ridens Erycina vultu. 
'seu Joci mater~ tenerique. AmorIs, . , 

Sell Paphi regina potens, , Cyprique 
Laetior ~is,. , 

Linque jucundam. Cnidon. &. coruCeum 
Dirigens currUIn lev~ puc vocanti, 
Huc: veni, & teplm ~roperet folute.: 

Crine Thalia. 
Jam venis , .nubes: placidi Cerenas, ." , Pafferes findUrit l Cuper albicantes 
Dum volant fylvas" ~elerer'lue . verCant 

Leniter alas .. 
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!.turfus ad crelum fugiunt. Sed alml 
'Dulce fubridens facie. loquelam 
Melle conditam liquido jacentis. 

Fund~s in aueem .. 
" Q.!!atepes. inquis. Licini. puell1,. . 
fC Lucidis venanti oculis amantes 1 
U Cur doces I!lrefias refonare Jllcum. 

U Care, quere]a$?' , : r . 

" Dona fi ridet tua,·;dona Inittet;,~ ;"",' 
" Si ve te molli rofeos p~r borto.s: 
" Hinnulo vitat levior,.fequetur,· 

cc Ipfa fuga~eIll"J" ' .. 
Pe~ tuos orb, dea mitis,·.igne~. : 
Pettus ingratre rigidum Corlnnz 

'Lenias. Et te, Venus alma, amore.. 
Forfit Adonis. 

. ... :.-; 

EX FERDUSII POET 1£ 'PERSICf POEMATE HEROICO~ , ~ .. . 

SAMUS~ ut aurato cinauIri: diademate regem 
Vidit ovans, excelfa ferebat ad atria gre1rum; 
~em rex ad meritos' facilis- pr6vexit bonores, 

, Et (ecum in folio juffit'confidere:eburneb~ 
Crelatorutilanti auro,'fufertifquc·pyr6pis. : ' ; . 
Magnanimum affatus tum blanda heroll 'ioquela~ i; ) 

Multa fuper fociis, fupet armis multa rogabatJ ":. 
Jam, quantos aleret tellusHyrcana gigantas; 
Jam, qua parta manu nova' fit vtaoria.Perfis: 
Cui dux hCEC memori' parens eft voce locutus. 

Venimus 



Venimus ad calha hqftilis_,:(eX,maxime,.-ge.(itis;, 
Gens eft dura, ferox; 'noh.,afp~r~ f:evi<>.f. ettat· ',' 
Per dumeta leo" noil fy~va. tigtls'-in. atra; . 
Non equus in l:etis' Arabll~,it"vd()ci(>r~gris. 
Cum fubito trepidam petvepit f1Jn).Ot.;"in. urbem 
Adventare aciem, queru1i' petJettil"per:arc.es,· 
Auditi gemitas, &npn :1:etaQ¥e:'~W'm,l~r:: :', . 
Ilicet·:erata fulgentc;s c,am4~J\l~~~S, .,:,: , I 

Eduxere viri; pars y~ftpsJ~(~P~(llgr9.g.,: " 
Pars monte in rigido, a~J:d~p(e[l\;y.~l1~ fc;deqaq 
Horruit :ere acies"tant:eqt)~;,a~ p~lve.r:e; {\i\b,~s .. ', -
Exort:e, ut pulchrpm,.teg~~e~ jlll;>a~, re~~riu~ Col. 
~ale in arenofo·nigrarum cpU~,labQra.t._} ,.; ", 
Formicarum agmen,: congeftaqtJe ,farm .reponit;' 
Aut qualis culicum,l~vitet :ftridentibus.',alis (_, _,;, 
Tur\>~ volans, tenues, ciet)..QlPQr~un~ (ufurro~ J . 

'tales profiluere. N,epos,a:gt~.,agmin.a.S~ltni'" 

Cercius- emicuit, qu~ hOI) fult_1I.r~hta pinus' 
Altior ,autvernans excelfo, in. IXlQnt~, ¢ppreff.us~; 
AtPerfarum artas 'gelida'f<mnidine. foltl 
Arguit & tremor, & laxatoi~ ~QrpQrc pallo, ~ 
Hoc vidi, & valida torqqens haftile lacertD; 

, Per medias juffi, duc,e, me; penetrate, phalangas,; 
Irruit alatus fonipes, ceu, torvus inarvis 
lEthiopum latis elephas, neque [enfit habenam,: 
Militibus ,vires rediere,.& priftina',virtus. 
Ac'velut, undantis cum furgant ll~~aNili, 
Et refiuant, avidis haud injucunda colonis, 
Pinguia frugiferisimplentur. fiuctibus arva;, 
Sic terra innumeri's agitata eft .i11a catervis : 
Cum ftrepitum audierit noftrum, ingentemque fragorem 
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Findentis galeas& ferrea fcuta hip ennis, 
'C~rcius, horrifico eomplens 10ea vafta boatu, 
In me ll~xit equum, me erudeli enfe p~teb~t, 
Captivumque arcto voluit e,onftringere nodo: 
Frufira J nam, lU1;tanshabllem nee fegniter areum, 
Populeas mifi duro muerone fagittas, 

, . Flammarum ritu, aut per nubila fulminis acti: 
Ille tamen eeleri ruit impete, nofque morantes 
Inerepitat, letum minitans, rigidafve catenas : 
Ut vero aceeffit violenti turbinis intiar, 
Pulfus ut & clypeus clypeo eft, & eaffide caffis 
.IlIum infurgentem, dirumque inlligerevulnus 
Conantem, arripui, qua difeolor ilia cinxit' 
Balteus, & rutilis fubnexa eft: fibula baecis~, 
Strenua tum valido.rnolimine brachia ,verfans 
E ftratis evulfi eq~item, qui propus, inennis, 
DeCidit, & rabido frendens campum ore momordit j 
Pectora cui nivea, &; ferrata cufpide coftas 
Transfodi, madidam defluxit fangtiis in herbam 
Purpureus, triftifque e1apfa eft vita fub umbras. 
Haud mora, diffugiunthoftes,dua~re peremptO) 
Saxa per & colles J noftris victoria. turmis" 
Affulfit, crefofque doles,.,Hyrcania; natos., 
Sic 'pereant, quicunque' tuo, rex optime, fceptro, 
Q.!!i premis impe!io ftellas, parere recufent I 
Dixit; & heroas Perf arum' rector ovantes 
Laudibus in c<Elum tollit J jubet inde. beatas 
Inftaurari epulas, &; pocula dulc~ poni: 
Conventum eft, textoque' fuper difcumbitur auro. 

E 



• ELEGIA ARABIC~: 

FULGUR an e densa vibratum~nube:corufcat? 
An rofeas nudat Leila p1id~ca: genas P "j .' 

Bacciferumne celer fruti~etuni devotat ignis? 
Siderea an Solimm lumina dulce micant? 

. \ . -
Nardus an Hageri, anJpiran~y.iplari;lMeccre, 
. Candida odoriferis ~n venit, Az'l-~ ~olPis,?, 
Q!!atn juvat ah!, patriqs, in~mori.te~ui1fe recefms, , 

Mente, per' ignot~s duO) vago~ e"ul ~gros.? ' 
Valle fub umbrosaJlpall~ns ubiluget ~tnator. ": 

N um colit a1fuetos m911is amica. lares,? 
Jamne cient raucum prrefrac9:a tonitr~a murmur 

Montibus, efi"ufre quos rigat imber aqure ? 
An tua, dum fundit primum lux alma ruborem, 

Lympha, Azibe"meam'pellet,'ut ante, fitim? 
~ot mea felices vidiftis gaudia, campi. 

Gaudia vre! mifero' non renovarida: milii? ' 
, , 

Ecquis apud Nagedi lucos aut pateua'Tud::e 
Paftor amatorum fpefque metufque canit? 

Ecquis ait, gelid1 Salre dumvallereeurribit, 
. ", t· 

", Heu! quid Cademeo in monte' fodalis agit ?" 
Num graciles rident hyemaliafrigora' myiti ?' 

N um viret in Colitis lotos' amata'lods ? 
Num vernant humiles in aprieo'collemyriCre? 
, 'Ne malus has oculus, ne mai.a'lredathyem~! 
An mea Alegiades, dulciffima turba, puellre 

Curant, an Zephyris irrita vota dabunt? 
An viridem faliunt, nullo venante, per hortum 

Hinnuleique 



524 FABULA PERSICA. 

lIinnuleique citi, capreolique leves? 
Vifamne umbriferos, loea dilectiffima, Caltus, • 

Ducit ubi (aeilem Ireta N oama chorum ? 
Num Daregi ripas patula tegit arbutus umbrai 

Ah !quoties laerymis huIr;tida 'lalta meis? . 
Grata quis antra eolit,' nobis abfentibus; Amd, 
, Antra puellarum quam bene nota· gregi ? 
Forfan amatores M eccanf In: v"atle- reduClos :.' 

Abfentis Solimre' commemini1r~ juvat; : " 
Tempus erit, Ievibus ~u'o 'per~igilat:f caerunhis .' 

N ox dabit unaiilini 'gal1dia plena tho~o'; 
Q.!!o dukes juvenum fpitabjt :ca;tusarh6res~·· ' 

Et lretos avid! combibet Illli.-emodos;: i';," .. 

:.,. ! 

, '. 
RIGANTE molle.s imbre ;campos; Per1id.is;: , 

E nube in zquor Japfa pluviz, f;~t~~la, .c;ft j , 

<l!!re, cum reluCl:~s, elQqui 1in,eret pqdor;, ~ ... 
. .. 

" <l!!id hoc loci? inquit,quidreC~nifella fumP', 
II <l!!o me repente, ah! -quq, redaCl:am fe~tiQ ?:& 
Cum fe verecund~~ti anim.uU.!po:ne!et,,: , 
Illam reeepit gemmeO" coIlcrha in finu r' ;: " 
Tandemque tenu~s aquula fa?ta ~ft unil); ", 
Nunc in corona Ireta Regis emic~t~. 
Sibi noQ. placere quanta 1i~ virtus', docens~' 

'j 
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AD MUSAM. 

VALE. Camena •. blanda cultrix. ingent. 
Virtutis altrix, mater eloquentire I 
Linquenda alumno eft laurus &; chelys tuo: 
At tu dearum dulcium dulciffima, 
Seu Suada mavis five Pitlio dicier, 
A te reeeptus in tu! vivam fide: 
MIDi fit, oro, non inutilis toga, 
Nee indiferta lingua, nee turpis manus.· 



AN 

ESSA Y 

QN TH:! 

POETRY OF -THE EASTERN NATIONS. 

ARABIA, I mean that part Q; it, which we'call the Happy, and 
which ,the AjiatlcRs knQw by the name of remen, feems to be the ,only 
country in the world, in which we can properly lay the '{cene m pafioral 
p'Qetry; becaufe no nation at this day can vie with the,Arablalls in th~ 
delightfulnefs 'Of 'their climate, and the fimpticity of their manners_ 
There is a valley, indeed, to the north of '/lIdoflalI, called Gajhmtr ,'which~ . 
according to all account 'written by a native of it, is a, perfeCt garden, 
exceedingly'fruitfuT, and watered by a thoufand rivulets: but when it$ 
inhabitants were fubdued' by the 'il:ratagem of a M9gul prin,ce. theyJoft 
their'happinefs with their liberty, and :Arabia retained its old title with~ 
out any rival to' difjmteit. There'are not ~he fancies of a poet: -the 
beauties of remell are proved by the concurrent teilimony of all travel~ 
lers, 'by the defcriptions of it i!lall the writings of Ajia, and by the 
nature ,and ft~uation of. the country itfeIf,which lies between the 
eleventh and fifteenth degrees of northern latitude, . under a ferene :lky,' 
and expofed to the moil: favourabl~ influence of ~he fu~;: it is enclofed, 
on: one fide by vail:' rocks and deferts1 and defended on the other bya 

, ' tempc:il:uous. 
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tempe~uous fea; fo that it teems to have been defigned by Provi­
dence for the moil: fecure, as well 'as the moil: beautiful, region of the 

Eaft ~. 

Its principal cities are Sar;aa; ufually confidered as .its metropolis; 
ZebU, a commercial town, that lies in a large plain near the fea .of ' 
Omman; and Aden, furrounded with pleafa,nt gardens and woods, which 
is fituated eleven degrees from the Equator, and {eventy-fix from the 
Fortunate 1jland;, 'or Canaries, where the, geogtaphers of l,AjZa fix their 
firil: meridian~ It is obfervable that Aden, in the Eaftern dialects, is 
precifely the {arne word with Eden, which we ,apply to the garden of 
paradife: it has two fenfes, acc<>rdril~'to'a flight difference in its pro­
nunciation; its firil: meaning is. afittled abode, its fecond; delight.foftneJi, 
'cr trJJtJq_u~lijtJ:i ltlie:;wQJ."d Eden ha~i probably ,~pne pf:the{e fenJe~' if.( .t.h~ 
'(acred tex~ fthough1we'1uie: it,as ,a'proper t:lame,.::JWe.~.mal.al(o: o.bf(:'(ve 
\ri .ihis place.: -thatJ ~eJneftdtfe1( takes·.itt '.name. frdm ,a ·,\vp~d,\ .. ;w.:hic.h 

. ·fignifles . .uerJure,c;irtdJ Jfolic~t;; fOD i~ tho{~,fultrylt:1imates;"the:fre$.lle{~ _of 
the, fuade;- ;and the~ooln~fs: -of I water; 3J,"e: ideas almoil:' infeparable:. from 
tlla't ··of illappiric(s;- cando tlii~ ,riiiyibe ;aIeafon. why.moft .. of..th.e IJrienfal 
natioQ$ agree:·ip. ~a . tradition '~6ncerlling a deligbtfuLfpot,·.where thf: fid1: 
inhabitants· of the eartn:were'plac~d before .. theit falL· .iTh,e ancients, 
who' gave>. the name of:Eudaimoll,orHappy, to'. this country, either 
meaned· to -tranflate'the.,word Te;"en, tor; : more 1 probably, . only alluded 

to the; valuable fpice-treesj and balfamick plants, ,that grow.in it, ,and; 

* I am at a lofs ~o,eoneeive. what iildu~~ the illutlrioull Prince eMtelllir toeontend, that re_ it 
. p:rop~rly 'a ]lart, of Inai~ t ~~r~ not, t,o mention Ptolemy, a~d the other ancients, who confidered it as a 
proyince of Ar.";., nor to infift on th~language of the country, which is pure Ar.tn,l, it is defcrlbed 
by the AJiatidrs themfelves as a large divifion of that peninfula which they caU Jiuir.lul Ar.& J and 
there is no more reafon for annexing it to Inaia, beeaufe the lea, whieh wathes one' fide of it, is looked . 
upon by (orne writers as belonging to the great lnaitll" ocean, than there would be for annexiDg it to 
Perjia, becaufe it is.bounded on jUlother fide by the Plrjia1l gulf.' ' 

without 
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without fpeaking poetically, give a real perfume t,o the' air '*: now It 1~ 
certain . tha~ all poetry 'receives a very confiderable. ornament from the 
beauty of natural images; as the rofes of Sharon, die verdure of Carmel, 

the vines of Engaddi, and the dew of Hermon, are thefources of many 
plealing metaphors and comparifons in- the facr~d poetry: thus the 
odours of remen, the mufk of Hadramut, and the pearls of Omman; 

fupply the Arabian poets with a great variety of allufions; and, if the 
remark of Hermogenes be juft, that whatever is delightful io the fenfiJ pro­
duces the Beautiful when it is defcribed, where can we find' fo mucb 
beauty as in the Eajlern poems, ·which turn chiefly upon the lov-elieft 
objects in nature? 

To purfue this topick. yet farther: it is an obfervation of Demetrius of 
Phalera, in his elegant treatife upon ftyle, that it is not eafy to write 011 
agreeable fubjects in a difagreeable manner, and that beautiful exprd/ioiJi 

naturally rife with beautiful images; for which reaJon, fays he, nothing 

can be more pleaJing than Sapphotrpoetry, which contains the. difcriptirnz 

if gardeJZs,. and 6anquets,jlowersand fruits, fountains. and meadows; 

nightingales and turtle-doves, loves and grace;: thus, when fhe fpeaks of 
fi flream foflly mur~uring among the branchei, and the Zephyrs playing 
through the leaves, with afOund, that brings on lZ-IJuietjlumber, her lines 
flow without labour as fmoothlyas the rivulet. fhe .defcribes.- I .may 
have altered the words of Demetrius, as I quote them by. memory, but 
this is the general fenfe of his remark, which, if it be not rather fpe~ 
dous than juft, muft induce us to think" that the poets of the. EajI may 
vie witli thofe of Europe in the graces of their diCiion, as' well as in the 
livelinefs of ' their images: but .we muft not- believe' that the Arabian, 

• The writer of an old hiftory of the Turli/ll Empire fays, "The air' if Egypt fimelimu in fl;"m~ is 
" l;fe tiny /'Wlet perjume, IITIJ alf11~ flffiulles Ibe fpirits l cat(etl ~ tbe tlJi7lllibal "rings tbe OMUI'S_#" tbe 
., Ara6ianfpices." ..' . 
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poetry' cappleafe ,only' by its' ~efcriptions of: lll{J"t, j fint¢ the gloomy 
arid terrible ',objects, which' produce the .fubltmr, . when they iI,l'e aptly 
~efcribed,. are no:where more common,than in the :Difert· ~nd StOllJ 
Arabia' J' ;' and, .indeed; we' fee flothing' fo frequently painted by the 
poets of th~fe countri~$, ~s' w¢lv~s arul Ijons, precipices and forefrs, 
rocks and wilderne1fes. 

, If WEi allow the natural .qbj~Cls~ with which. the Arabs are perpetually 
converfant, to be .fu6Iin~e, and 6e4utiful, our ne~t fiep muil: be, taco~fef~ 
that their comparifoIis, metaphors, and allegories are fo likewife; for an 
allegory is a firing of metaphors, a metaphor is a iliort fimite. and the 
finefi fim'ilies are drawn from natural objects. It is true that many of 
the Ei1jJern figures are' common to qth~r' nations, but fome of ,them 
receive a propriety frol'll the manners of the 4rapians, who dwell in the 
plaiQs ~nd wOOds, which wquld be 10ft .. ,if they came from the inha­
~itants of citi~s: thus the dew of liberality, and the odour of reputation, 
are metaphrirs!lfed bymoft people ; hut they are wonderfully proper 
in the 'mouths of thofe" '-who.l':\ave. (0 ml.lch.need of being refrefhed by 
the dewJ'~ and who, gratify their fenCe of; f~ellingwith the fweetefl odours 
in the wor~d. Again; it is, very ~fual in. all countries, to make frequent· 
aUufions. t(,) the b.rightnefs. of ,the ce1eft,ial luminaries, wh4:h gi\'e tbeic 
Jight to all; hilt .the' 'metaphors taken. from them hav-e 3n additional 
beautx, if.we confider'them fiS mad,e by a natiQll, who. pafs moft of theit 
nightsjn.the open air~ Qr in ten.ts~ and coilf~quen,tly fee. the m90nand 
fiars iq: theitgreateft fplendoul., This-way of ¢on1idering the,ir.poetical 
figures will give I:\1myof them a grace, which they ,would n~~ 'have in 
,ou'r languages.: fu~ when they compare tb.e-fo.rtlJ~4t/s if' tQej,.. .1f1!Jl.rej[el/a 
the morning, their/oels'to the night, their faces to thejUn. to the moon, or 
the b/q/foms ofjifmilU,theiT: cheeR!. to rofl.fQt' ripefl.'uit, their: teeth topearl.!, 
hail-jiones, alld'jnow-drops~ ibeir eyes to ,the]lowersof the- llorcffjiu-,. their' 

~urled hair to black feorpions, ana to hyadnths, their lips ta rUble; or wine,' 
, , . '·the 
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tI" form, if their. breajls to 'pomegranates, and the colour.' if themta pow,: 

their ./hape to that Df a pine~tree,and their jlizture to that of'a cyprefi,IZ 

palm-tree, or II jave/in, &c. t thefe comparifons,many ~f which' would 
{eem forced in our idioms, have undoubtedly a great delicacy in:theirsj 

and 'affeCt their minds in a peculiar manner; yet upon the whole their 
fimilies.arevery juft and1l:riking; as that of the blue eyel of afine womaN. 

bathed in tearl, to 'fJloletJ drfJPping witb Jew t, and that of a watriour, 
('uivafICing at the head of hil army, t, an' eilglt foiling tbroug6 the air, IJnd 

pie't'Gint thl'douds with' his wings. 

Thefe ate not. the only advantages,. which the natives of Arabia enjoy 
above: the, inhabitants of moil: .,other co~ntries: they preferve to this day, 
thcrmanners .an~,cuftomsof their :anceftors,. who i by their own account~ 
were. fettle~ in the: protrin'ce -of Temt!n • abov:e. 'three' ~thoufand years ago J 

thCo/: have, n~ve, been wholly. fubdued ,by ·any: natio,n .Jand: tlroug~ the 

~dn1iral' orStlim t6eFitjl ,mad~ a defcent: on
l 

their' coaft, ansi 'exad:ed a 
tribute fr.om the :people of Aden,. yet: the,' Arabianl only keep up a Q19w 

t See the AralJid Mifceliany, entitled Sbecaraall, ch. 14. 

~-,)I. ~'JI3 
~jJ~rr.~!J 
*i~~ t~~I~~ 

~~I U.,)j Ii' ~ ~~ 
. *: ~)al; l4J 4~~!J 

of 
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qf.allegiance to.the Sultan, and act, on every important occafion, in open . 
defia~ce of.his power, relying on the 'fwiftnefs ()f their horCes, and the; 
vaft extenf of -their forefts, in which an ,invading enemy muft. foo": 
periili: but here I muft beunderftood to fpeak of thofe Ar.abians, who, 
like' the old Nomades,. dwell conftantly iIi t4eir tents, and remove from 
place to place according to the fearons; for the inhabitants of the cities, 

. who tr~ffick with the merchants of Europe in fpices,perfumes, and 
coffee, muft have loft a great deal of their ancient fimplicity: the others 
have, certainly, retained it; and, except when their tribes are ,engage4 
in war, fpend their days in watching their flocks and camels, or in re­
peating their native fongs, which they pour :Ol;t almoll: extempore, pro­
~effing a contempt for the ftately pillars, ·and folemn buildings of the 
cities, compared ,wit~ the natural c~arms, 'of the, country, and the cool .. 
~ef~ of their tents: thus. they pafs their lives in the high eft pleafure, of 
which they have any conception, in the contemplation of the moll: de"! 
lightfulobjects, and in the'.enjoymentofperpetual fpring; for we may 
apply to part of Arabia that elegant couplet of Woller ~ his poem of the 
Summer-fIIand, ' . 

The gentle fpring, that but falutes us here, 
. Inhabits there, and courts' them all the rear ~ . 

Yet the heat of the.fun, which mull: be very intenfe in a climate fa near 
the Line, is tempered by the iliade of the trees, that overhang the valleys, 
and by a number of freili fireams, that flow down the mountains. Hence 
it is, that almoft all their notions of felicity are taken from frejhnifs and 
'Verdure: it is a maxim 'among them ,that the three moll: charming ob­
jects in nature are" * a green meadow,. ,a clear rivulet, and a beautiful 

• See the life of Tamer/ant, publilhed by Go/ius, page 299-

~I '~y!J i)~!J '~LlI 
woman, 
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'1JJ~man. and that the view of thefe objects at the fame time affords the 
greateft_ delight imaginable. Mahomed was fo well acquainted with 
the. maxim of -his countrymen. that he defcribed the pleafures of 
~eavento them, under the allegory of cool fluntaitu, green bowers, and 
black-eyed girls, as the word Hour; literally fignifies in Arabick; and in 
the chapter of the 'Morning, towards the end of his Alcoran, he mentions 
a. garden. called Irem, which is no lefs celebrated by tlie Ajiatick poets 
than that of the Hefperides by the Greeks: it was planted, ~s the com­
mentators fay •• by a.. king, named ,Shedad, and- was once feen by an 
Arabian~ who 'wandered very far into the deferts in (earch of a loft 
camel: it was, probably, a name invented by the impoftor, as a type of 
a future ftate ofhappinefs. Now i~ is certain that the genius of every 
nation, is not a little affeCl:ed by their climate; for, whether it be that 
the.immoderate heat difpofes the Eajlern people to a life of indolence, • 
which gives them full leifure to cultivate their-talents, or whether the 
f~n has 'a real influence on the imagination (as one, would fuppofe that­
the Ancients believed, by their making Apollo the god of poetry); 
whatever be the caufe, it, has always been remarked, that the A}iaticks 
e~cel the _ inhabitants of our colder regions in the livelinefs of their 
fancy, and the richnefs of diek invention. 

To carry this 'fubjeCl: one ftep farther: as the Ara!Jians are fueh ad­
mirers of !Jeauty, and as they enjoy fueh eafe and leifure,-they muft natu-' 
rally be fufceptible of that paJlion, which is the true fpring and fouree of 
agreeable poetry ; and we find, indeed, that love has a greater {hare in 
their poems than any other pamon: It feems to be always uppermoft in 
their minds, and there is hardly an elegy, a panegyrick, or even a fatire. 
in their language, which does not begin with the complaints of an un-­
fortunate, or the exultati9ns ofa fuceefsful, lover. It fometimes hap:. 
pens, that the young men of one tribe are in love with the, damfels of 
an~ther; and, as the tents are: frequently removed on·a fudden, the' 

lovers 
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lovers are often feparated in the progrefs of the courtfuip: hence atmolt. 
all the Arabicll poems open in this 'manner; the au;thor bewails the 
fudden departure of hi$miftrefs,: Hinda~ Maia, Zeineb, or Azza, and 
defcribes her beauty, comparing her to a wanton fawn, that plays among' 
the aromatick thrubs; his friends endeavour to comfort him, but he re­
fufes confolation; he decl~res his refolution ofvifiting his beloved, ~hougb 
the wa~ to her tribe lie through a dreadful wildernefs, or even through ~ 

den of lions; here he commonly gives a defcription of the horfe or camel, 
upon which he defigns to go,. and thence paff'es,by an eafy ~ranfition, to 
the principal fubjea: of his poem, 'whether it be the praife. of his own 
tJ:ibe, or a fatire on the timidity of his friends, who refufeto attend him. 
in his expedition ;. though very frequently the piece turns wholly upon 

·love. But it is: not fuflidentthat a nation have a genius for poetry, unlefs 
• they have the advantage of a rich and beautiful language, that their ex-, 

preffions may be worth~ of their fentiments; the Araoians. have. thi$ 

advantage alfo in a high degree: their language is .expreffive,. ftrong, 

fonorous, and the ~oft copious,. 'perhaps" in the world ;forp'as alnloft 
every tribe had many. words appropriated ~o itfelf..the·poets, .: for"thC'. 

'convenience of their meafure, or fometimes .fot their fingular beauty,. 
made ufe of them all, and, as the poems became popular.thefe.<.words 
were by degrees incorporated with the whole language, like a number 
of litt1~ ftreams" which meet together ill 'one: channel. andj forming a 
moft plentifUl fiver, flow rapidly illto the fea. 

If this way of arguing a priori be, admitted in the prefent cafe (and 
~o fingle man has. a; right. to infer the ~erit of the E'!flem poetry from: 
the poems themfelves,. becaufe no lingle man has a privjlege of judging 
for aii the reft), if the foregoing argument have any weight, we mult 
conClude that the Arabi'an.f"~ being perpetually converfant with the moll 

·l.Jeautiful E>bjea:'s, fpending a calm aodagreeable life in a fine climate. 

being extre~ely addiCled to the fofter pamons, and having the advantage 
. of 



OF THE EASTERN NATIONS. 535 

()fa language 'fingularly adapted to poetry, muftbe naturallyexcelient 
poets, provided thaftheir manners and cujloms ,be favourable to the cul~ 
tivation of .that art j and that they are highly fo, it will not be difficult 
to:prove; , 

The~ fondnefs of the ,Arabians for poetry, and-the refpeCl: ,which they 
lhow to poets, would be fcarce believed, if we were not a1I"ured of it by 
'Writers or great au:thority: the principal occafions of rejoicing among 
them, were formerly. and. very probably, areta this day, the birth of a 
boy, the foaling of a mare, the arrival of a gueft, and the rife of a poet 
in their tribe! when ayoung Arabian has.compofed,a' good poem, aU the 
neighbours pay thei.r, compliments to his family ,and congratulate them 
upon having a relation capable of recording their atHons, and of recom­
me~ding their virtues to, pofterity & At: the beginning of the feventh 
-century, the:ArabiCll language was broug~~ to a high degree .of perfec­
tion by a fort of poetical Academy, that tifed to'afi"emble at ftated times, 
in a place called Ocadh, where every 'poet produced his beftcotnpofition, 
and was fure to meetwitn the applaufe:,that it defervc;d.: the Jnoft ex­
.cellent of thefe poems w~e' tranfcribe& incharactets of gold upon 
Egyptian paper, and hung up 'in the temple, wh~nce they we~e named 
Modhahebat, or Golden, and MODI/akat, or Sufpended: the poems of this 
fort were called Caffeida's or eclogue" * feven of which are preferved in 
our libraries, and ar{-confidered;.:as the nnefl: 'that were written before 
the tim,e ~of MabOllled.Th& fourtJi..cf. them, compofed by Lebid, is 
purely paftoral .. ~nd ,extremeJy li~e, th~ 41exis of Virgil, but far more 
beautiful, becau(e i~ i~ more agreea~e t9 nature: the poet begins witll 
praiting the charms' or'the fair 'Novtira, (a word, which in Arabick 

* Thefe feven poems" clearli ~ranbibecl "\'ith: eKpliHI;ttory notes, are among PO(~(!t's manuCcripts 
.at Ox/wi, No. r64: the names of the fe~en foetsafe Amralluis, Tara/a, Zoh:ir: Lt"id, Antara, Amr", 
,and "areth. In thQ,.fame ~olleClion." NIl. I74>'tbert. is ;:t IilanutCript, contammg above forty other 
poems, which had th~ honour of being fuCpended ill' the te~ple at Mmll: this volume is an in-
diimable treafure of anl!Unt ~r4/;iclt literature. , ' 

lignifies 
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figIiifies f timorous fawn) but inveighs againft her unkindnefs; he then 
interweaves- a defcription of his young camel, which he cmnpares for its 
f wiftnefs to a ftag purfued by the hounds; and takes occafion afrerwards 
to mention his own riches, accomplHhments, liberality, and valour, his 
noble birth, and the glory of his tribe: the diction of this poem is eary 
and fimple, yet elegant, the numbers flowing and mufical~ and the fen­
timents wonderfully natural; as the learned reader will fee by the foi. 
lowing palIage, which I 1hall attempt to imitate in verre', that the merit 
of the poet may not be wholly 10ft in a verbal tranllation : . 

But ah! thou know'jl.not in what youthful plaj 
Our nights, beguifd with pleqfure, fwam away» 
Gay' fingr, and cheerful tales, decei'll d the time, 
·Aild circling goblets madi a· tuniful chime; 
Sweet was the' draught, and Jweet the blooming maid, 
Who touch'd her lyre' 6eneath the' fragrant flade j 
We }iP' J till morning' purpled e'V'ry plain; 

The damflls jlum!Jer'd, !Jut we }ip'd again: 
The waRing birds, ihai fung on t'V'ry tru 

. Their early noteri were not ft- Mithe til we' *. 

The 
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The MaDomedan writers tell a frory of this poet, which deferves to be 
mentioned here: it, was a cufrom, it feems, among the old 4ra6ians, for 
the mofr eminent verfifiers to hang up fame chofen couplets on the, gate , 
Qf the temple, as a publick challenge to theirbrethren, who frrove to ' 
anfwer them before the next meeting at. Dcadh, at which time the 
,whole a1remblyufed to determine the merit of them: all, arid gave fome 
!park of diftinCl:ion. to the autho!of thefineft verfes. ' Now Le6id, who, 
we 'are told, bad been a violenLoppofer of Mahomed, fixed a poem on 
.the, gate, beginning with the following diftich. in which he apparently 
·meaned to :refleCl upon the new religion:. Are n.ot 'an things 'Vain, which 
come not from God 1, and will not all honours decay, but .t.hofi, which He con~ 

feu"",? Thefe, lines appeared fC)' fublime, that, none of the poets ven­

tured .to anfwer t)iem; till Mahomed, who. was himfelf a poet, havi.ng 
.compofed, a,new chapter of his Alcoron. (the (econd.! think,), placed the 

opening of it '~ythe fic!e: of Le.bld'spoem, . who 00 faoner read it, than 
he declared it to be fomething divine, corife1red. his own inferiority, tore 

his ·verfes from the gate, and embraced the religion ot his rival ; to 
'whom he was afterwards extremely ufeful 'inreplyi(lg, to the fatifes of 

-Amralluis, who 'was continually. attacking .the .d.PC\rine ofMahomed:. the 
,,Ajioticks 3:dd~ that their lawgiver. ac.knowlc:dged forne. ti~e after, that no 

be~then"poet had ;ever, produced a nobler. difiich than that of Le6id jilLl: 

:quoted • 

. . There are a few;oth.er. coIleCliens of ancient Ar:tl6ick.poetry:; but the 
moLl: famous of them is called Hamdfo, and, contains a number of epi;' 
grams~ odes, and elegies, compofed on various occafions: it was compiled, 

"OL. IV .. 
:) 

:.* 'In .Ara"ic~. 

, .J.b~ JJ L Jt:i.. ~~. J.,.( )1 

.' ~:I'~'~:}I' . I~ 
~!J " cfU c.j-J.J 

az <, 
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by Aoa. 7"em4m, who was an eXcellent poet himfelf, and ufed to (ay, 
tha.t ji~e\flNtillutJtI Jeli'On-eJ in p,-oft wert like geml flattend at rilllJDm. 
but that,'lIlhefl they'Wtrr c(JRjineJ ;n 11 p~ericlli flltofure. t&J rejimSltJ 
"race/ets O1td firings of pearls *. When the religion and language of 
Mahomed Were fpnad. ov~r the gr~ater' part of Ajitl, and the maritime 
t:ountries cifAfrica~ it b~came a. falhion for the poets of Perjia, Sp'i", 
Egypt, Mauritania,. and even of'Illrtaryt to write in Ara6ick; and the 
moil: beautiful nrles in that idiom, compored by the brighteft genius·s 
of thofenati()ns~ are to be feen in a large ~ifc~lIan1' entitled rateim,j~ 
though many of their works ate mnfcribed feparately: it will be need .. 
lefs to fay m.uch on the poetry of the SyriofJs~ <£llrtaniz~lIf and Africl11ll, 
uncemoft of tht ~tgume~U, btfQl'eufed In favour of tho ,JJI'a61. have 
-equai" weight with "ttfpeCl: rothe t>ther Ma!;imetlafll, \'IIho have dotre 
little more :thal1 imitate- their ftyle, a~d adopt their txpre1Iiona J for 
which.reafon alfoI lliall dwell th~ !hortet time on the geniua and man .. 
ners of the Perfions, 7i'lItlu., and J,ldians. 

The great empire, which we call PERSIA, is known to its natives 
by the name of lr4n ; tince th~ w()rd Petfia belongs only to a particular 
province, the ancient Perjis, and 'is 'very improperly applied by· us' to the 
wh91e· kingdom: but, in com}>liance with the. cuftom of our geograi­
phers, I. !hall give the name of Perjia to that 'celebrated country .. whic:h 
. lies on one fIde .between the Cqfpian and Indian feas, and extends on the 
other fro~ the ,mountains 'of C,andahar, or Pt1f'opamffus, to the conllu-

ence 



. OF THE EASTERN NATIONS. 539 

encc of the riVers.CYTul and' AT(lxes, containing about twenty degrees 
from fouth to north,. and rather more from eaft;to weft. 

In fo vall a traCt of land there mull: needs be a great variety of 
climates: the fouthern provinces are no lefs unhealthy and fultry,than 

. thofe of the north are rude and unpleafant; bllf in the interior parts of 
the empire the air is mild and, temperate, and, from the beginning of 
May to September, there is fcarce ac1oud.to be feen in the {ky: the 
remarkable .calmnefs of the fummer nights, and 'the wonderful fplen­
dour of the moon and fiars in that country, often tempt the Perfian! tQ 

lleep on the tops of their houfes, which are generally flat, where they 
cannot but cibferve the figures of the confiellations, and the varioullap­
pearances of the heavens J arid this may in fome meafure account for the 
perpetualaIluflOos of their poets" and rhetoricians; to the' beauty of the:. 
heavenly.bodies. We are apt to cenfure the oriental ftyle for being CQ 
full of metaphors. taken from. tho fun and moon: t~is is afcribed by 
fame to the ba~ tafie pf the Ajiaticlu; th4 work, of the PeTjians, fays M. 
de, 'Yollaird, are lile Ihe titles of their l.ings, in whicl! t.he foil and moon art. 
yttll introduced: but. they do not reflect, . that every nation has a fet of 
jmages, and expreffions, peculiar: to itfelf, which arife frQm the dif., 
fcrenc.e of its climate, manners,. *-nd hiftory. There feems to be anpthe, 
reafo~ 'for· the frequent allufi~ns of the Per}i4nl.tottle fun~ which may, 
perhaps,. be traced- from the old language and. ~pular ·religion of their 
c.ountry:; thus NihrziMJ, or Milbrid4te"figftines the gift Dfthefim. an4 
anfwer. to the 'IhtodOTUS and Diodali of other n~tioIi~. As to the titles 
of the E4Iern.monarchs, which>feem, indeed, 'fiery extravagant to our 
ears, they are merdy formal, and no lefs void.of .meanjng: than 'thofe of 

European princes, in which firmitJ and higl.mefi ~re. often attributed to 

the moa: gloomy, and Iow--minded of men. 

The midland provinces of Perjia 'abound in '(ruits and .fiow~rs or 
~lmoft every kind, and, with proper culture, might be made the gardeIl 

'of 
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of Ajia: ~hey are not watered, indeed, by any connderable river,- fillce 

the :tigris ,and Euphrates, ,the Cyru.t and Araxes,., the Oxus~ and the 
five branches of the Indus, are at the farthefi limits of the kingdom J 

but the natives, who have a turn for agriculture, fupply that defeCt by 
artificial canals, wnich fufliciently temper the drynefs of the foil J but 
in faying,they fupp/y that de(ect.., I am falling into a common error, .and 
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent, .but as. it war a century 
ago i 'for a long feries of civil wars and maffacrd have' now.defiroyed 
the chief beauties of Perjia,by ihipping ,it ,of its mofi 'indufirious in ... 
habitants .. 

The fame difference of climate,' that affect,s, the air .and foit of this 
extenfive country, gives a varietyalfci to 'the per~ons .and; temper .. of its 
natives: in fome provinces they have {dark complexions, and.har1h 
features.; in others they are 'exquifite1y fair" and well made ;' in .fo~e 
others, nervous and robufi: but the general charatl:er of the nation is that 
foftnrfi, and love of pleafore,. that indolence, and ~tminacy, whichhaove 
made .them ,an eafy prey to all the wefiern and northetn {warms, that 
have from time to time'invaded them.' .. Yet' they:are not wholly void 
of martial (pirit.; and, if th~y are not naturally brave, they are ,at leaft 
extremely docile, and might, withproperdifcipline" be made excellent 

. foldiers: but the .greater part of them, in the thort intervals' of" peace 
that. they happen to' enJoy~,conftant1y fInk into a ftate of inactivity;. and 
pars their lives in a pl.eafurabie, yet fhidious,. retirement ; and this. may 
be one reafon, ,whyPerJiahas produced more writers of every kind~ 
and chiefly poet.s, than all Europe together, ftnce, their way of life 'gives 
them leifure to purfue tho{e arts, which .cannot be .cultivated to ad..,. 

vantage" without the greatefi calmnefs and ferenityof mind. There is' 
a manufcript at Oxford *, containing the lives of an hundred and thirt, .. 

• In Hyperoo Bodl. 128. There is a prefatory difcourfe to thi. curious work' which comprifCS' thee 
lives of ten ..1ra6iall poets. , '. 1 

jive 
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foe if" t!;efine}J Pefjian poets, moft of whom left very ample collections 
of their-poems b6hind them: but the·· verfifiers, and moderate poets, 
if Horace will· allow any -fuch men' to exift, are without number in 
Pefjia. '. 

This delicacy of their lives and fentimentshas infenfiDly affeaed their 
language, . and rendeted it the fofteft, as it is 'one of the richeft, in the 
wottd :it is not pomble to convince. the reader of this truth, by quoting 
apaffage from 'a Perjilin 'poet in' European characters; Jincethe fweet­
nefs 'of found 'cannot be determined' by the fight, . aod ~any .words. 
which arefoft andmufical in the mouth of a Pe1jian, 'may appear..harlh 
to oureyes,-with- a' number of confonants atid>gutturals:. it may . not, 
however; 'beabfun~ to' fet down in this .place, an Ode of the poet Hqfez, 
which, if it ·be not fufficient to prove the delicacy. of his language, will 
at leaft {how the livelinefsof his poetry:. 

,4i bad ne.rzmi yardar;'. 
Zan nefhe'z" mujhcbardad.· 
Zinhar l11ecullJiraz~efli I 
Ba turre'z"(j che CaT dari ? 
.Ai gul, to cujJ wa ruyi zeibafo. 
o taza, wa tokharbar. dari. 
Ner'ke.r, to cuja wa chefh/ni me.ftefh? 
o flrkhofh, 'lJ)a to khumar dari • 
.Ai flru, to btl kaddi bulendejh. 
Der bagh c/;e; iytebar dari? . 
.Ai akl, to btl., wujud~ ijhkejh 
Der tkflche ikhtiyar. .dari ? 
Ri/;on, to cuja 'lPtJ khatti flbzejh ? 
o mujhc,- wa to .. ghuba~da.ri. 

. Ruzl.burei bewajli Hafiz, 
G/;er takizti yntizar dari. 

That 
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That. is" ~ord for word, 0 /weetgale, tD01J. "earejl the fragrant flent ~ 
IIZy beloved; thence it is that thou hajJ this mujkJ odour.. Beware I do mt 
flea/: what hajJ thQU to df} with her tr~/fel.? 0 roft, what art thou, to bt. 
compared with her bright face F She is frejh, and thou art rough with 
thorns. 0 flarcflfos, .what art thou in comparffon of h~r languiJhing eye 1 
Her eye;s only jleepy. "ut thou art jick andfoint. Opine. compared with 
hergrafeful jlature" what honou,. h'!ft thou ilt tht gartlm 1 0 wifdom~ 
'What wouldfl thou chooJe,i/' to chooJe were in Ih] power. in preftrtflCt to 
her /O'lJe f 0 fw.eet "41, what ort thou,. to be compared with her frefo 
,heek.s? 'Ihey are peifeS muft, but thou art flon withered. Come, 1111 

iJelO'lJed, and charm Hafiz with thy prefince, iftDou canJI iJutjlay with him 
fir a jingle day. This little fong is not unlike. a. fonnet afcribed to 
Shale.fpeare, which deferves to be cited here, as II. proof that the Eaftern. 
imagery is not fa different from the European as we are apt to imagine. 

'fhe forward violet thus did I chide: 
U Sweet thiefl whence didJI thoujleal thy/weet thatfmelll, 
U lfnotfrommy lfive's breath.1 'Ihepurplt pride, 
" Which fin thj foft cheek for complexion JweUr,. 
" In my love'r veins thou hajJ tOfJ !rqily dyed.'" 
'The lily I condemnedfor t/;y himd, . . 
And buds of marjoram had flof n. thy hair; 
'I/;e rofes feaifully on .thorns· did jim"l, 
One /;/ujhing jhame, another white deJPair ; 
A third, nor red, nor white JJtzdjiofn of /;0111, 

And to his ro"b'ry had annex'd Ihy breat~ j ~ 

Butfor his t~ift, in pride of all his growth, 
A vengeful canker eat him up. tft Math. 
More flow'rs I IJoied, ytt 11l(JlIetfJlliJ ji" 
Butfient or colour it hadj/orR/ro", thte •. 

. ShaIltJpeart's Poems, p. 207. 

The 
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The Petfta" fiyle is {aid to be ridiculoufiy bombaft. and this fault is 

imputed to the '1lavilh fpirit of the nation, which is ever apt to magnify 
the objects that are placed above it: there are bad writers, to be (ure. 

in every country, and as many in Ajia as eUewhere; hut if we take the 
_pains to learn the -Perjirm language. we 1hall find that thofe authors, 

who are generally efteemed in Per:ft6, are neither fiavilhin their fenti~ 
ments, nor ridiculous in their expreffions: of which the following 
pa1fage iII a moral work of Sadi, entitled Bojlt1n, or, 'l'1Je GardeR, will 
be t {umcient proof. I /;a'Vehurd that !ling Nujhirvafl, jujl before his 
JMlD, /IDle thus to his fin HwmN'Z':' Be a guardian. 'my fin,' to tht poor 
find help/eft; ,(J7'Jd k not trinfined in t/'e -chaini of thJ J)'liJn indolence. No 
oneco" I1e ateRfo ;n thy dominion, 'While thou fltkeJIonly thy private rejJ. 
Il1ld f4JejI·,. It is e1ZUllgh. A wife man will not appro'Ve the /hepherd,' who' 
fleepi, ''ltJhile t~ wolf is in I/;e fold. Go, my fin, protetl thJ weaR and in .. 
Jigent people; jinCl thr~ugh them is ailing raffid to the diadem. The 
lieople4l"tthl rlJDt, .aniilJe king is t!Je tf'et that growl from it; and the 
'tnt., 0 mj fill, derives iiI j1rength Jr-om the root ... 

Are 

~ .. ".) 
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. Are tpefe mean fentime.nts, 'delive~ed in pompous language?, Are 
they not rather ·worthy· of our moft fpirited writers? And' do they not 
convey a ·fine le1ron: for a' young. king? . Yet· Sad;' s poems' a.re highly 
efteemed at Conjlantinople; and at Ifpahan;- though~ a century or· twa; 
ago, they would have been fuppre1red in Europe, for fpreading with toC). 
ftrong ~ glare the light of liberty and reafon. 

- As to- the great .Epick poem of FerJuji, which wascompofed in the 
tenth century, it would require a very long treatife, to explain; all. its 
beauties with a minute exaCl:nefs. The'whole collection of that poet's 
'Works" is .called Shahnama, and contains, the hiftory of Perjia, from the 
earlieft times to the invafion of the Arabs, in a feries of very noble 
poems; the longeftand moil: . regular of which is an heroick. poem. of 
(me great and interefting aCl:ion" namely, the deliwry if Peljia bJ Cyrus 
f.rom the oppreffionsof AfraJiab, king of the 'Tra1!foxan 'Tartary, who. 
being .affifted by.the ,emperors of India and China, together with aU the 
dremons, giants, 'and enchanters of AJia, had carried his conquefts very 
far., and become exceedingly formidable to the Perjians. This poem is 
longer than the Iliad; thecharatlers in it are various and 11:riking; the 
figures bold and'animated,; and ~he diction t:VCI7j where fonorQus, yet 
.noble; polifhed, yet full of fire. A great profufion of learning has 
been thrown away by forne criticks, in comp3:ring Homer with the 

'heroick poets, who have fucceededhim;' but it requires very little 
judgment to fee, that' no fucceedingpoet whatever can with any pro­
priety be comparedw4th Homer : that great father of the Grecian poetry 
.and literature, had a;ge~ius too-fruitful and cornpr~benfive to let any of 
the ftrikingparts, of na.ture ef~ap.e bis pbferyatio~,; and the poets, who 

. '. . 

.: ~ ,. have 

... 
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have followed~ him, have done little more -than tranfcribe his. jma~s~~ 
. ~~ 

and give anew' drefs to his thoughts. Whatever elegance and refine~ 
ments, therefore, may have been introduced into th'e works of the 

, . 

JIloderns~ the fpitit and invention of Homer have ever continued'without . 
a .riv~: for which reafon,s I am far from prete~ing to affert that the 
poet of Pe1:fta is equal to that of Greece; but .there is certainly a very 
great refemblance between the works of thofe extraordinary men·: both 
drew their images from nature ~er(elf, without catching them only by 
refleaion, and 'painting, in the mann~r of the modern poets, the likenefi 
if a likenifs; and both poffeffed, in an eminent degree, that rich and ... . 
creative in-vtntion, 'lI..'hieh is the ,,;ery foul of poetry. 

, . As.the!,eTjians borrowed their poetical meafures, and the forms of 
,their poe~.s from the Araoialls, fo the 'IURKS, when they had cat­
ried theira~ms into Mejopotami'a and AJljrta, took their numbers and 
.-
their tafte for. poetry from the Perjia.ns ;. 

Grceci'a capta ferum .victorem cepit, et artes 
• 

.1ntulit" agrefii Lat~.· '* 
.' . .. 

1n the 'fame manner .as the Greek cQmpofitions were the lp.odels of al~ 
the' Roman writers, ,fo were thofe of Petjia imitated by the 'l'urla, who 
confiderably polilhed "and, enriched their linguag'e, riaturally b~ren, by 
the .numb~ of fimple arid compound words, 'which they adopted from 
the Perjian and. Arabick • . L~dy Wortley lv/ontague very jufily obferves, 
that we. want.thafe compound 'ltJordj, which are rvery frequent and jirong in 
the 'l'urkijh language; but her. interpreters Jed her into a miftake' in ex­
J>laining one of them, which lhe tranfla,tes flag-eyed, and thinks a '-very 
lively image of the fire-and indifference In the eyes of the royal bride: now 
it nerver entered into the mind of an Ajiatick to compare his miftrefs's . 

~yes to thofe of a ftag', or to give an image of their fire and indflfirer.et; 
VOL. IV. 4 A the 
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the'2"'ur.f\ mean to exprefs thatfullnifs, and, at.the fame time" thatJofl 
and languijhing luJlre. which is peculiar to the eyes of their beautiful 
wome~, and which ,by no means refembles the unplea1ing wildnefs in 
thofe of a ftag. Tlieoriginal epithet, I fuppole, was * Aha chijhm, or; 
with tbe eyes of a youngfown: now I;.take' the ,Aba to be the fame anim",al 
with the Gazttlofthr: Arabians,.and the Zabi of the Hebrews; to which 
their p.oets allude in almoft every page. I have feen one of thefe 
an~~als; it is a kind of antelope" exqui1itely beautiful, with eyes un-, 
c9mmonly black and large. ' This is the fame fort of roe, ,to whi,ch' 
Solomon alludes in this delicate fimile :Tby two !Jreqjls art like two ,oung .. 
roes, t/Jat are twins, wbich play among/he -'ilies. 

A very polite fcholar, who has lately tranflated 1ixteen Odes of Hqftz, 
+iitli learned illuftrations, blames. the 2"'urkiJh poets for copying, the 
Petjiani too fervilely: but,. furely, they are not more blameable tha!! 
Horace,' who not only imitated the meafures ,and expteffions of the 
Greek!, but even trahllated, almoft word for word, the brighteft pa1Tages' 
of Alcteus, Anacreon, and 'others; he took lefs from Pindar than from 

, . ' , . 
,the reft, becaufe, the wildnefs of his numbers. and the obfcurity of 

, ' 

his allu1ions, rere by no' means fuitable to t~e genius pf the Latl'", 
language:, ~nd this may, perhaps, explain his ode to, julius Antonius, 
who might have advifed him to ufemore of Pindar's manner in cele­
brating 1he viCl:ories of .dugujlus., Whatever'we may think of this 
objeCl:ion, it is certain that the 'I'urkiJh empir~ has produced a great 
"number of poets; [orne of whom, had no fmall merit in their way: 
the, ing~nious author juft mentioned a1Tured me, that the 'I'iJrkiJh fatires 
of RuhiBagdadi were very forcible and ftriking. and he m~ntioned the, 

-'. * This epithet teems to anfwe.r to the Greel ~lC«'f6 which our grammarianl properly interpret 
~4 tlirI! oculis tieeM'il ejJ et WtllIjIlI: if itwere permitted to make any innovations in a dead language, 
we might expref. the Tllr~i/A adjeaive by the wonl :Ore;;'." which would. I dare fay. have founded 
agreeably to the Greels them!elves. . ' 
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Qpening of One of them" which feemed not Unlike the manne~ ofju'Ve­
nat. At the beginning of the Iaft 'ce,ntury, a work was-publifued at . . 

Conjltintinbple" containing the finefI verfes of ji'Ve lJun/ret! ant/forty-nine 
'Iurkifh poeu, which proves at Iea~ that they are' fingularly'fond of this 
art, wl1atever may be' our Dpinion' of tl>eir fuccefs in it. 

• 
'The defceridants of Tamerlane 'carried into Iniia the language and 

poetry of the Perjians i and the lndlan poets to this day compofe their 
verfes in imitation of them. The bell of their works, that have.pa1fed 
through mY"hands, arc thofe of Huzein; who. lived fome years ago at 
Ben4res, with a great reputation for his part~ and learning. and was 
known to the Englifh, who refided there, by the name of tlJe PIJi1o.foiIJer. , 
His poems are ,elegant and lively, and one of them, on tIJI departure of 
hisfriends, would fuit our language admirably well, but it is too long to 
be inferted ~ this efiay. The Indians are foft and voluptuous, but 
artful and infincere, at leaft to the' Europeans, whom, to- fay the truth. • 
they have bad no great reafort 'of late years to admire for,the oppofite 
virtues: but, they ·are fond of poetry, which they learned from the 
PeTji"ans." and may. perhaps, before the clofe of the cent6ry, be as fond 
of a more formidable art, which they will learn ~rom the Englijh • 

• 
I mult requeft, that, in bellowing, thefe praifes on the w~itings of 

• Ajia, I may not ,bethought to derogate from the merit of the Gred 
and Latin poems, which ,have juftlybeen admired in every age i ye~1 

cannot but think that our European poetry has fubfifted too long o~ the 
perpetual repetitio~ of the fame images, and incefiant allufions. to th~ 

fame fables: and it has beeIt mY'endeavour for feveral years to incu1 .. 
cate this truth, that. if the principal writings of the AjiaticRl, which are 
repofited in',o~r publick libraries; were.,printed with the uf~al advan!age 
of notes and illuftrations,. and if the langqages of the Eajlern nations,. 
were ftudied in our great feminaries of learning" where every other 

• branch 

• 
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branch of ufeful knowledge is taught to perfeaion, a new and ample field 
would be opened for {peculation; we lhould have a more extenfive in-

, . . ... 
fight into the hiftory of the human mind'i we 1hould be furni1hed with 
a new ret ~f images and fi~i1itudes; and a number of excellent compO-

. . 
fitions would be brought to light, which future. fcholars might explain, 
and futvre poets might imitate. . 

ESSAY. 

• 

• 

• 



ESSAY 

THE ARTS, COl.{MONLY CALL-ED I~fITATIYE. 

IT' is the fa~e of thofe maxims, which . have: been thrown :out by yery 
eminent writers,. to be received implicitly by moil of their followers, 

- . 
and to be repeated a thoufand times, for no other reafon, dian becaufe 
ther once drop£ed .from the pen qf a fuperior genius: on,e of thefe is 
the atrertionof ArfJlotle,' that Ill! poetryconJifls -in imitation, which has 
been fa frequently.&:hoed from author to author, that it would feem a 
kind -of arrogance to contro;ert it; for almofi: all' the p~iIofophers and 
criticks, who have written upon th"<; f~bjeaof poetr." mujick, and painting.; 
how liitle foeverthey may agree in fome points, {eem. of one mind in' 
confidering them as. arts merely iinitative: yet, it muil: be clear t~ any. 
one, who examines whatpa1fes in his own.mind, that he' isafted:ed by 
thefinefi: poems, pieces if f1!u.ftck, : and piSures, 'upon a principle, which.; 
whatever it be, is'entirely dillinCl: from imitation. M~Je Baueux has at""'! 
tempted to prove . that aU the fine arts have a relation to this co~on 
principle of imltating: but, whatever be faid of painting, it is, probable, 
that poetry and' mujick had.a nobler origin; and, if th~ firfi: language of 
mall was ·not hoth poetical and.mujical, it is .certain, at, leaft, that in 
cOlintries, wheI;e no kind of imitation feemsto, be much admir~d, ther~' 
are,/ottJ and· mujicianJ both by nature and by ;art:- as in fome Ma/;ometa1'l 

. . . . , . 
..', natIOns; 
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nati~ns,; tpere fculpture and painting are forbidden by th~ laws, where 
dramatiek poetry of every fort is wholly unknown, yet, where the pleafing 
arts, of exprd/ing the paJlions in lJerje, antI of enfil.rcing tbat exprejJion /;J 

melody, ~recultivated to it degree of enth~fiafm. It !hall be my etldea­
vo~r in this paper to prove, that,' though poetry and muJick have. cer­
tainly, a power of imitating the Jllanners of men. and feveral objects in 
nature. yet, that their greatetl effect is not produced by imitation, but by 
a very different principle,; which muil: be tought, for in the deepefi 
recefi"es of the human mind. 

To ftate thequeftion property, we mull: have a clear notion of what 
we mean' by poetry and mujiek; but we cannot give a precife definition 
of them, till .we have made, a few previous. remarks on their origin, their 
relation to each other, , and their difference. . . 

. It '{eems 'probab~e then '~hat poetr, was originally no more than a 
11:rong, and animated expreffion of the human paaiolls~6f joy and griif, 
lo'Vcand hate,' admiration and anger, {omet1mes pure and unmixed, fome­
tirpes' varioufly modified and combined: for, if we obferve the iJoice 
and accents of a perfoi affected by any of the viole'nt paffions, we' ilial1 
. perceive fomething 'in them very nearly approaching to cadence and 
mea.fure; which is' remarkatly the cafe in the language of a vehement 
Orator, w hofe talent is chie.fiy conver{ant' about praife or cenJure, and 
we may collect from feveral pa1fages in c;(ully,that the fine fpeakers 
of old Greece- :lnd Rome had a fort of rhythm in their feritences, lefs re­
gular, but. not lefs m:e1odious, than that C?f the poets. 

If this idea be juil,one'would fupp01e that'" the 'moil ancient fort of 
poetry con1itled inprafjing the Deity; for if we conceive a being, created· 
with -all his faculties and fenfes, endued with fpeech and reafon, to open 

his eyes in a moil ·delightful plain, to 'Vie! for t~c: firft time the ferenity--
, of 
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of the lky, the fplendour of the fun, the .verdureofthe fields and woods, 
the glowing colours of the flowers, we can hardly believe it pollible, 
that he Ihould refrain from burfting into an ~xtafy of joy, and pouring 
his praifes to the creator of thofe wonders, and the author of his hap­
pinefs. This kind of poetry ~s ufed in all nations; but as it is the fublime1l: 

• of all, when it is applied to its true objeCt,fo)t has often been perverted 
to~implous purpofes by pagans and idolatres:' e;ery one knows that the. 
dramatiek poetry.of the Europeans took its rife • .,from the fame fpring,. 
and was no more at firft. than a fong in pr~ife of Bacchus j fo. that' the 
only fpedes of poetical compofition (if we except the Epick), which 
~an in any fenfe be called imitative, was deduced from a natural emotion 
of the mind, in which imitation ~ould not be at all concerned. 

The next fource of poetry was, probably, love, or the mutual inclina­
tion, whi&h naturally fubfifts between the fexes" and is founded upon 
perfonal !Jeauty~ hence arofe the ~oft· agreeable odes, and love-fongs, 
w!J.ich we admire in the works ·of the. aricient .1yrick poets~ not ,filled, 

.Jike our jonnetJ ;a.nd 1l1adrigals, with the infipid .. babble of darts, and 
'Cupids, but. fimple, tender,. natural J. and confifting: of fuchunaffeae4 
endearments, and mild complaints,. 

'. , 
* .Teneri fdegni, e placide ~ tranquille - . 
_Repulf~,. e cad vezzi, e liete paci, 

• 
as we may fuppofeto.have pa1fed. betwec;n the firft .lovers in a ft~te of 
innocence, before the refinements of fociety, and the ~eftraints, which . .. 

they introduced, had made the pamon :of love fo~erce, and. impetuous, 
. as it.J! faid to have been' in Dido, and certainly was in Sappho, if we may 
take her own word for· it t.. -

• Two Jines of T~. _ 
t See the .ode of Sappbo, quoted by ~ginlls. and ttjJlGated. by ·P,ileall •. 

• 
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The gtief, which the fidl: inhabitants of the earth muft ha~e felt at ' 
. the' death of their deareft friends, . and relations. gave rife to another 
fpedes of poetry, which originally, perhaps" confifted- of fuort dirges • 

. and ~Nas afterwards lengthened. into elegies. " 
- , 

. As foon as vice began to prevail in the world, it was- natural for the .. • • 
wife and;virtuous to exprefs their deteJlotion of it in the ftronge\l man .. 
net,' and ·to 1h6w thei, re.fontment againft the corrupters of r:nankind; 
llence moral poetry waS" .deriveq, which, at firft, we find, was revere and 
pafiionat~; but w~s gradually. melted down into cool precepts of mora., 
lity~br exhortations to yirtue:' we may reafonably conjecture that Epide 
poetry had th~' fame 'origin, and that the examples of heroes and kings 
were introduced, to ill~ftrate fome moral truth, ·by fuowing the love­
Hnefs ":irid advantages of virtue, or the many misfortunes that flow 

:from vice. • 
Where there is vice, which is deteJIoole in itfelf, there muft be hate, 

flnee the firoizgeJI 'ontlpathy in nature, as Mr. Pope afferted in his writ~ 
ings, and proted1by his whole life,fo¥jis between the good and the b,!d: 
now this paffion was the fouree of that poetry, 'which we call Satire, 
very improperly, and cprruptly, fince the Satire of the Romans was no. 
more than a moral piece, 'which they ~ntitled Satura or SatyrlJ *, inti­
mating, that lhe poem, like a difo of fruit and corn ojJered to Ceres, con­

tained a vari~ty and plenty of fancies and figures; whereas the true in-. 
rueCli'ves of.the :andents: :were called 1ambi" of which we have ,feveral ex .. 
aI:Dples inCatullul,-oand in'th~ Epotles 'Of Horact',' who imitated the very 
meafutes 'and' manner" of Archilochus .. · .. 

, I ..-

Thefe are, the principal' fources of poetry; and· of, mujick dfo, as it· 
thall be' my endeavour to' ~ow: but it is firft neceffary to fay a few 

• • 
* Some Latin wOnh ~enl fpeUed either "with an II or 3J. as SII/Ia or $y//a .• 

words 
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words on tbl naturl of flund;. a very copious.' fubjea~ which would re-
quire a long dilfertation to be accurately difcuifed. . Without tJl~ering 
into a: difcourfe o,n the 'Vibrations of cbords~ or the- undula#ons of the air. it 
will be fullident fur our purpofe to obferve that there is 3 grC!at differ­
ence between Il commonflund, and a mujica/flund, which· confifts chiefly. 
in this~ th~t the former is fimple and entire in itfelf like a point, while 
the latter is always accompanied with other founds, without ceafulg to 
be one; like a circle,which is an entire figure, though it is generated. 
by a multitude of points flowing, at equal· difiances, round. a common 
centre. Thefe acceifory {ounds~ which are caufed by. the' .aliquou of a 
{onorous body vibrating at once, are called HarmonicAs, and the whole 
{yfteQ:l of modern Harmony depends upon them; though it. were.eafy ~o • 
prove that the 'fyftem is uilna~u.ral, and only made tolerabl~ to the ~~ 
by habit:' for whenever we ftrike the perfea: accord on a harpfichord.o~ 
an' organ, the harmonicks of the third and fifth have alfp their own har .. 
inonicJ{s, which are diifonant from the principal note: Thefe horrid 
diifonances are, indeed, attnoft overpowered .by the -natural bar!1Zonicl~ 
ef the principal chord, but that does not prove them agr:eeable. Since 
nature has given 'us a delightful harmony of her own, .why 1hould we 
"defi:roy it by the additions of art? It is like thinking 

--- to pail,lt the lily, ' 
And add a perfume to ~e violet. . • 

. Now let us conceive that fome vehement pdiion is expre1fed i~ ilrong 
words,. exacUy meafured, and prooounced, .;n II common 'Voice, in juft ca­
dence, and with proper accents, fuch an expr~ffion of ~he pafiion ~iU 
be genuine poetry; and the famous ode of Sapphois allowed to be fo in 

the ftriCleft'fenfe: but if the fame ode, with all it natural accent$, were 
"expretfed in a mujicai 'Votte-- (that is~ in founds accompa,nied with.lheir 
Harmonicks), if it w~re fung in due time and meafure, in a funple and 

VOL. IV. 4 B pleafing 
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pleafing tqne,thatadd'ed force to the words without ftifling them, it 
would then be pure and or!ginal mujick; not" merely foothing to the ear, 
but afl"ecHngto the heart inot an imitation of nature, but the voice of 
nature herfelf.But there is another point in which mujick muft re­
femble poetry, or itwill10fe a confiderablepart. of its effeCl: we all 
nluft haveobferved, that a fpeaker, agitated with paffion, or an aCtor" 
who is,. indeed, ftricHyan imitator, are perpetually changing the tone 
and pitch.of their voice, 'as the fenfe of their words varies; it may be 
worth ·while: to examine how this variation isexpre1fed in mujicll. Every 
body knows that d;re mufical. fcale confifts of feven notes, above .which 
we find_ a . fuccefiion,; of fimilar founds repeated in the fame order, and 
above:that,· other ·fucceffi~ns"as far as they can be continued by the 
human: v6ice) or diftinguill1ed by the human ear: now ·~ach·of thefe 
feveie(ounda has no more meaning, when it is heard .feparately, than. a 
1irigle letter of :the alphabet would have; .. and it is only· by their .fuc~ 
ceffion, and their.relation (toone. princip.al found, that they ~ake any 
rank in the fcale; or differ : from each other/except as they are graver. 
or more . acute : but in :the regular Jcak each interval ;t1fumes a.prop~r 
charaCler, and' every note frands. related. to the firft or principal. Qne b1 
. various proportions... Now a fides .0/ founds relating to one' leading note 
is called a: mode, or a tone, and, as there are twelve femitones in the 
fcale~ each of which may be made in its turn .the leader of a mpde. it 
fo1l6ws that there are twelve modes; and, each of them has a peculiar 
charaCter, arifing' from the pofition of the modal note, and from fome 
minute difference in the' ratio's, 'as of 81' to 80; ora comma; for there 
are fome intervals, which tannot ea1ily be'rendered on out inftruments; 
yet have a furprizingieffeCtin modulation, orin thetranfitions frol1l 
'one mode to another.' , . I 

. The modes 6f the' ancientS"tlre [aid to have had a. wonderful" effetl over 
the mind; and Plato" who' permits the Dorian in- his. imaginary repu~­

lick. 
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lick~ on iccountof its calmnefs and gravity. excludes the Lydian, be .. 
caufe of its languid, tender, and effeminate charaaer: not that any 
{eries of mere founds has, a power of railing or foothing the paBions, but 
each of. thefe modes ,was appropriated to a parti<;.ula,r kind of poetry, and 
a patticularinfirument; and .the chief of them~a!!. the, Dorian, Phrygian, 
Lydian, /,mian, Eolin,n. Lac)-ian. belonging . originally to the nations, from 

. which they ,took their names,~ -thu~ the PhrygitJn mode" which was ardent 
and impetuoilsl was ufually':accompanied wit,h trumpets. and the, 
Mixolydian, whicl1,. if we believe4.rflloxenus. was i!}vented by Sappho, 
was probably confined to the pathetick. and tragick; fiyle : . that thefe: 
modes had a relation to poetry, as well as to mufick. appears from a 
fragment of Lafus, in which he fays. ljing oj'Ceres, and her 'daughter­
Meli!)(;ea. the c01lJort ofP/uto, in, the Eolian mod~, full, if gra'Oity; and, 
Pindar calls one of his Odes an Eolian jong. If the Greeks furpa1fed us 
in the ftrengthoftheir modulations" ~e ha:ve i~n advantage .over them. 
in our minor flale, which fupplies uswi.~ twc;lve p~w modes, where, 
the two femitones' are remov~d frQIn. their .natu~alpqfitiqn, between the 
third and fourth, thefevep.th and ,eig~th"notes~ ~nd, placed betw~~n the 

, {eeond and third, the fifth and fixth f this change of thefemitones, by 
giving a minor third to, the modal note, foftens the general: expreffIon of 
t]le mode, and adapts it adm,irably to fl.lOjeCl:s; ()f&riif ~!ld filIiaion.:, the~ 
minor mode of D is tender, that of C. with, th.r~~flats,plaiptive, .an4 
that of F, with four, ,pathetick and mOll:1"nful.to the .. higheft,degre~, for 
which reafon ~t was, chofen by the excel~!!n~,.Pergol¢"p his.. Sta6at 
Mater. Now thefe twenty.::four,modes, ,artf~lly inte~oven, an~.t:hang~,~ 
as often ~s the fentiment changes, may ~ it is ~~vidflltj exprefs all. the, v~­
riations in the voice o( i {peake!. an4;·give anadd~t~nal b~a~tyto, t~~ 
accents of 'a poet. Confiftently with the foregoing principles, we may 
define original and nati'Oe poetry to be the language 0/ the ''OiR/ent pizjfions, 
expreJfed in exaC1meafore" withflrong. accentsimdjignifit:imtwords f'and' 
Irue muJick to be no more than poetry, delivered iii a foccejjiolJ. of /;armo-

nrous 
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. nious flun(f.r,fa diIPifed aJ to pleafi the ear. It is in this view only that we 
muftconfider the mufick of the ancient Gree/iS, or attempt to account 
for its am~zing effeCts, . which we find related by the gra vell bifiorians, and 
philofophers ~ it was wholly paffionate or defcriptive, and fo clofely united 
to poetry, that it never: obftructed, but :always increafed its· influence, 
whereas our boafied harmony, . with all its fine accords, .and numerous. 
parts, paints nothing, expre1Tes nothing. fays nothing to the heart~ and 
confequendy can only give more or lefs pleafurc~ to ODC, of. our fenfet 1 

and no reifonable man will ferioufly prefer. a tranfitory pleaf\1l"e~. which 
muil'foon:end in fatiety, or evtnindifguft; to a delight of the ·foul~ 
arifing ftom{ympathy,: and founded 011 the natural ~paffions. always 
lively, always interefting,. always trallfporting~ The. olddiviUons .of 
mufick intocelejl/al and earthly, Jiville ari.d.,human.afliv~ and cOlftempla:.,. 
five,. mtelleBi'Ve and oratorial, were founded rather upon metaph~rs, aud 
chimerical analogies, than '-upon any real dii1:indions in nature;. . bot' the· 
want of making a diftintHon between inq/kk of mere fiZlJlds., and the muji&/( 
of~he pajJions, has been· the perpetual fouree.of confufion' and contradic., -
tio~s both amon~ th~ ancients and the Il)oderns ~ 'nothing cam be. more 
oppoRte in many points than the {yftems ~f Rameau and '1'artini, one.of 
whom afi'erts that melody {prings from harmony, and the"other d~duces . 
harmony from melody i' and both are in the right, if the brll {peaks OIl]Y 

of that mufick, which tQok ,its rife from the multiplicity of flundsIJellrJ 
tit once in i!JefonorouI6otly, anel the fecond, of that, which rofe from t~, 
ac~entl and ;njIe~ionJ. of the human voice, .l1nimated 6, the po.lJWu.: to de­
~ide, as Ror!/feau fays, whether of thefe two {chools ought to have- the 
prefer~nceJ we ne~d only aIk a piain queftion, Was- the voice. made {oJ: 
the: infuume'nts, or the- inil:ruments for ,the voice? 

• 
lit defining what true poetry ough~ to 6e, according to ou~ principles, 

we have defcrib~d what it really wtU among, the H~~rewJ~ the Greeks. 
and RDmanr, the drtl6~. and Perjia.ns. The lamentation of David, and 

. ,..' . '. .., . 
his 
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his facred 'odes, or pfaltns, the fong o( SO/Ofl1D1Z~ the prophecies of 1faiah,~ 

Jeremiah, and the other infpired wtiters, are truly and frtitUy poetical} 
but what did David or Solomon imitate· in the'it divifie poems? A man; 
who is re4l1y joyful40r afHiCled, cannot be faid to timiate joy or affiiClion. 

The lyrick verfes of Alcaui,Alcl1lalz,and IbJcul, the hymns of Cdlli­
machuS', the' elegy of MoJchus on 'the death of Bion, are all oeatitif'ul 

pi(!ces of poe tty ;: ye~.Alc(etii was no' imito!orof lOYe; Callimachzts was' 
ti()l imitato,.ofreligious awe ann admiratioo, ·Mifchus was, rid imitator 6C 

grief at the lofs of anamiabI'e' 'ftiend., AriJIotle hiinfeIf wrote aver',.. 

poetiCal de-gyon the death of a man, whom he had loved; but it would: 
be difficult to' fay what Be imitated' in it:" 0. 'virtue, who propofeJI flillnj t. labourJ trJ the human race, and art flil/the plluring' aided of otir lifo # for 
',. thy 'charms, a beautiful 'goJdejs, it war alwaJS' an envied hoppin¢ in" 
" Greece even to die, and to fo.lfer thr mdJ paitiful,the mofl af/Ii8ing 'e'Vil.f:' 
"flich Qre the imm,rta/ frutis, which thou raffejl in our minds j fruits, 
~ .. more p"ec;oiuthall gold, mote /weet ,lJan the love of patents, tlnd foft "e­
H'poft:' for theeHerculesthe.fon of1t)ve, and Metwini oj'LeJd,juJiaineJ 
" manyk!Jbut.J. tmd by their ifluji'rioul aClionifought tlJy favour; for love­
,~ of thee~ Achiiles antI Ajax> ddCe'iJded tf)' the' manjion oj Plutb l ant/, 
(t t6rough: d' zed/for t'!Jy 'cha';ms~' IDe prince ofAtarned alfo 'lJJdi tleprivet.! 
f~ of thefuit' J light: . therefore fooD tbe mufiJ, d'duglJters if mefJior1, tentler' 

, "6t;,' immortal for hiiglorious' deed's; whenever' tl;ty Jing tDegot! ofhOfPita~' 
'·,/itJ,and the honour.tdut! ttl a /ti)lingfrienilfo.ip"~" " '\' \, " 

, '.. ' ;, 1'1 

, In the preceding colleCtion of poems~ there are fome EaJleril fabIes, 
fome odt!S, a panegyrick, and an elegy ; yet it does not appear to me, "that 
there is the leaft imitat,"t;n:in either of! them: PetrareD was_certainly," 

too d.eeply affeCted ~with reaJgriej; and the Perjian' pOet' wa; too fincere 

. a lover" to imitate the paffions' of others. As to' the 'teft, 'a fable iIi verfe 

is no more an tmitation than a fable in" ptofe ; 'a~d'lf 'every· poetical nar- ' 

tative, which defcribes the inaimers,. and' reIates'the adventures 'of men~ . 
be 
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be called, imitative, every romance, and even every hillory, 'mull: be 
called fo likewife; finte many poems 'are only romances, or parts of 
hfJIory,.told in a regularmeafure •. 

.. . 
, What has been faid of poetry, may with equal force be applied .to 

1I,zujick, which is poetry, drefi"ed to advantage,; and even to painting, 
many, forts of which are poems to the eye, as all poems, merely defcrip­
tive, are piaures to the ear: and this way of confidering them, will, fet 
the refinements of modern' artifts in their true light,; for ,the pqfjions. 
which were given by nature, never fpoke in an unnatural form, and po 
man, truly affeCled with /O'lJe or grief.. ever expre1fed the one, in an 
acrojlic~, '. or the other in a f~gue.. theferemains, therefore, of the falfe 
tafie, which prevailed in the dark ages, fuould be .banHhed from this, 
~hich is enlightened with ajuft one. 

, It is true, that fome kinds of painting are firictly imitati'lJt, as that 
which is folely intended to repre(ent the human figure and countenance; 
Qut it will be found •. that thofe pictures have always the greateft effect, 
which reprefent fome paJlion, as the martyrdom of St. Agnes by Domeni­
chino, and the various reprefentations of the Crucifixion by the linea 
maftet:s of Italy; ~qd there can. be no doubt, but that the famousfocrifici 
of lphigen~(z by fimtfnthes was affecting to the,higheft degree J which 
proves, nOt that painting cannot be faid to imitate, but that its moa 
powerful influence over the mind arifes, like that of the other arts, from. 

jjmfa~hy.. A 

.' I~ . i~ a1feJ."ted ~ifo that deflrip!i~e p~etry, an!1 deflriptlve mufick, as 
th~y~ are, c~lle~ are ftriCl; imitations,; b~tJ not to infift that mere deJfrip-, 
tio~ i~ ~he meandl: Hart of bqth arts, if indeed it belongs to them at all, ' 
it is clear, t~L~ords. a~d founds have no kind of refemblance to vifible' 
objeC!s; and :yvhat ~,~n .in;t~tatioDJ but a re(emblance of {Qmc other 

thing? 
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thing? Befides,no unprejudiced hearer will fay that he finds the fIliaU. 
eft traces of imitation in the numerous fugues, counteifug1f.e!, and divi-

}ion.!, which rather difgrace than adorn the modernmufick: even founds 
themfelves areimperfe~ly imitated by harmony, and, if we .fometimes 
hear the murmuring of a brook, or the chirping of bird.! in a concert, we 
are generally apprifed before-hand of the paffages, where we ~ay.expea: 
them. Some eminent muficians, indeed, have been abfurd enough to . . 
think of imitating laughter and other noifes, but, if they had fucceeded; 
they could not have made amends for their w:ant of tafte in attempting 
it; for fuch ridiculous imitations muft nece1farily deftroy the fpirit and 
dignity of the fineft poems, which they ought to illuftrate_ by a graceful 
and' natural melody. It feems tome, that, as thofe parts of poetry; 

• 
mt!Jick, and painting, which relate to the paffions~ affect byJjmpathy, fo 
thofe, which are merely d~fcriptive, a~ bya' kind of fub.ftitutio,!, ,that is~ 
by ~aifing in our minds, affections, or fentiments, ,malogous to thof~ 
which arife in us, when the refpediveobjects in nature are prefented to 
our fenfes. Let us fuppofe that a poet, a mufician, and a painter, are 
ftriving to give their frie~d, or patron, a pleafure'fimiIac·tOt that; which 
he feels at the fight of a beautiful profpea The firfr. will· form' an 
agreeable a1femblage of lively ilnages, .which he will exprefs in fmooth 
and elegant verfesof a fprightly meafure ,; he will·defcribe themoft 
delightf~l obje~s,': and will add to' the"gracesof his defcription a.,certain,. 

. delicacy of fentiment, and. a fpirit ~f cheerfulnefs. The mufic;ian, wno 
undertakes toCet the words of-the poet, will felect fome mode, which~ 
on his violin, has tp,e character of mirth and g:liety, as the Eolian, or E 
flat, which he will ,change as the fentiment is varied: he will exprefs 
the words in a 'fimple ·a.nd -agreeable' m~lod1': which will.not difgriife, 
hut emhellifu them, without aimingjat' any- fugue; or figured harmony; 
he vvill ufe. the bars, to ma* 'the modul~tjon more ftrongly,. efpecially in 
the changes; and he will plact the',lenour generally' in; unifon with the 
bafs, to prevent too'great adillance!between the parts: in the fymphony 

he 
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he vvi.11," ~bQve' .all things, ~void a double melody, and will apply his' varia .. 
'tion~ Qplyto ,fome acceffQry ideas, which the principal part, that is, the 
voice, "~()l~ld pot eafily ~prefs: he will not make·a number of ufelefs 
rep~titiQn~, vec~ufe thypaJliom only repeat the fame expreffions, and 
.d.well11pon th~ f$e fentiments, whlle 'difcriptioTl can only reprefent a 
iingl" opj~a by a tingle fentence. The painter will defcribe all vifible 
'PPjeCls . mo.r~ exaftly than his rivals, bu~ h~ will fall (hort of the other 
,~r~i.i~s iq ~ vel,'yroiteria,l drcumftanc~ I tlamc;ly, -that hi$ pencil, which 
maYt ing~~q2 ~~prefs a Ample p~ffion, callnol paint a. thought. or draw· 
1he (h.~dc;s of (epdrneQt: h~ will. however. fini1.h· hislandfcape' with 
gr~c~ f\nd ~lcg~u~e i hi~ colours 'will be rich, apd glowing J his perfpec1 
tivefhiking i and his figures. will be difpofed whh an agreeable variety, 
1:)\,l~ ~Q~ with c.opJufioQ, ~ above all, he will diffufe over his whole piece 
.cu"ch f\ fpirit of livelinefs a.nd feftivity, thatthe beholder thall be feized .. . 

\\lith.a. kind of ra.pturous delight, and, for a moment, miftake art for 

~3tllre •. 

Thus will each artill gain hi$ end, not by imitating the works of 
.p~tqreJb"ut by a{fuming her power, and cauting the fame effe8: upon. ~ 
the imagination, which her charms produce to the fenfes: this mull be 
the chief objeCt of a poet~ a mu1ician~ and a pain~er, who know that 
great ij[eSs are not produced by minute details, but by the general fpirit if 

- the whole piece, 4nd that a gaudy cOlJlpojitioTl may jlrilu the mind for II jhort • 
#11Ie, but that the. iJe41Jtie.J. if jimplid" are botb more delightful, and more 
permfl,nen,(~ 

" , 
As the pqjJi?Tl~ a,x:e diff"er~nt1y modified in different men, and as even 

the various objects in nature affeCt our minds in various degrees, it is 
obvious, that. there mull be. a. great diverfity in the pleafure, which we 
receive from the fine a.rts, whether that pleafure arifes from jjmpathy, 

• OJ." fubjl.itu!ion, 1 :J.nd that it were a. wild notion in artills to. think of plear­
in~ 
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ing every reader. hearer. or beholder; fince every man has a particular 
fet of objecb, and a particular inclination, which diretl: him in the ~hoice 
of his pleafures, and induce him to confider the produCtions, both of 
nature and of art, as more or lefs elegant, in proportion as they. give 
him a greater or fmaller degree of delight: this does not at all con­
traditl: the opinion of many able writers, that tbere is one uniform 

fiandard of tajle; fince the palJions, and. confequently, .Jjmpat/;y, are 
generally the fame in all men, till they are ,weakened by age, infirmity, 
or other caufes. 

If the arguments, ufed in this efray, have any weight, -it will appear. 
that the finel\: parts of poetry, mufick, and painting, are expreffive of the 
pajJi~ns, and operate on'our minds by Jjmpatby ; that the inferior parts 
of them are deflriptive of natural objet/s, and affeCt us chiefly by flbfii­

tution; that the expreffions of love, pity, d'!fire, and the tender paffions, 
as well as the defcriptions' of objeCts that deli~ht the fenfes, produce in 
the arts what we call the beautiful; but that bate, anger, fiar, and the 
terrible paffions, as well as objetl:s, which are unpletifing to the fenfes, 
are produtl:ive of the flblime, when they are aptlyexprefred, or defcribed. 

Thefe fubjeCts might'be purfued to infinity; but, if they were amply 
ducufred, it would be neceffary to write a feries of differtations, inftead 
of an effay. 

VOL. Xv. 
t, 
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THE MUSE RECALLED, 

AN ODE. 

RETURN, celeftial Mufe. 
By whofe bright fingers o'er my infant head~ 
Lull'd with immortal fymphony, were fpread 
Fre1h bays and fiow'rets of a thotifand,hues. 

Return I thy: golden.lyre,' 
Chorded with funny rays of'temper'd fire, 
Which in Aftrrea's fane I fondly hung, 

Bold I reclaim: but alt, fweet maid, 
Bereft of:thy propitious aid 

My voice is tunelefs, arut my harp.,unftrung. 
In vain I call • • ~ What. charm, what potent {pell 
Shall kindle into life the long-unwaken'd 1hell? 

Hafte r the well-wrought * baik.et bring. 
Which two Mer Graces wove, 
When the third, :whofe praife I ling. 
Blulhing fought the bridal grove, 
Where the fiow-defcending fun 
Gilt the bow'rs ,of WIMBLEDON. 

- In the vafe myfierious fling 
Pinks and rofes gemm'd:with dew. 

* Mifs Louifa Bingham, andMifs Frances Molefworth her CQu(in. decked a batket with ribbands 
and Ilowers to hold the nuptial prefents. 

~low'r& 
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flow'rs of ev'ry varied hue~ 
Daughters JaJ!: ~f;e.arll' fpring_: 
Laughing fweet with (apphire eyes~ 
Or with Iris' mingle~,dyes: " 
Then around the baiket go, 
Tripping light with_1iI~nt pace, 
While, with, folemii "voice !lnd flow 
Thrice pronouncing, thrice I trace 
On the filken"texture;brigh4 
Character'd itt beamy lighti 
Names of mdre:d~aJli"mortaJ:..pow'r~, ' 
Sweeteft influe.nce Jio:dilfufe';t ,: -, , 

Names, that.from her fba4jeftbow'r" 

Draw the foft re1uCl:antJmufe~i: ": :- " 
t. ," ; , i . "\ . I ., ~ '~. 

Firfr, I with 1ivi~g.gems'.el,1chafe: : 

\ .L' 

The name of Her, whom Fot thii."fe~iv~ ,~ay: 
With zone andJnan'i1eitel~gantlyl gay; 
The Graces nllve :a~oni' d, .herfelf a, Grace ~ , 

MOLEsvVOR.fH i/!,) .,,..ihark f--a:JweUing: note 
Seems on Zephyr's wing to float, 

Or has vaint~ope; myiflatter'd' f~nfe:1xiguil'd?: ' 
Next Her, who braided m:ltly" 1:\ tlow'r r 

To deck her fifrer''S "'n\iptial bow'r, " "'"' 
BINQHAM, with gentle:h~art.and afpeC1:.mild: . 

. " 

The charm prevails.:;,;: .,1 heai,' lhear . 
Strains nearer yet~ and yef mote near. 
Still, ye nymphs and youths, advance, 
Sprinkle frill'the balmy thow"!", 
Mingle frill the mazy dance. 
Two nam~s of unrefifted powir, 

, , 

Behold, 
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Behold, inradiantc;har~Cl:ers I w~ite: 
o rife! 0 leave thy Jecret ilir~ne ... 

For.they,. who all thy, nymphal. train.o~tlhine, 
DUNCANNON *, heav'nly Mufe, and DEVONSHIRE t invite. 

Saw ye not yon myrtle wave? 
Heard ye not' a warbled fuam? . 
Yes! the harp, which, Clio: gave, . ' .. 
Shall his ~ncient found regain.. .. 

One dearer' name- remains.:'. . ?repare, prepare! 
She come's" •• how.fwift;, th'~imp~tient air 
Drinks.the rifingacGent i"weet!:; 
Soon the charm lhall:t~e cODlplete. 
Return, and wake the. filent·1.lring }: 

. Return, fweet.Muf~,:for:A",T:Hoip bids mefing-" 
'Tis the " .: .. and~ is 1heXiniles,the brea.thing lyre 

Leaps from his filken bands, and darts ethereal nre. 

Bright fon of ev'ning, lucid ftati ~::""j 

Aufpicious rife thy {often' d .be~, '. 
Admir'd ere.Cynthia.'s·p~adl car: t..J 

O'er heav'n's pure. aztire'lpteads her gleam.: ,.' 
Thou faw·.f\.th~bloOniing'p~". ' . 
Like thee {etenely fair,' . " .;: 1 :". 

By love unJ.ted~and,tlie nuptial-vaw,:. 
Thou Ceeft' the mirthful1tain . " ',~ . , ." .- . " 

Dance to th"unlabour'd,fuaini > ': " . 
.. . ~ \ ,., J " 

567 

it Lady Henrietta Spencer, recond daughter of John earl Spencct, and wife of the lord vifcount 
buncannon, eldeft fon of the earl of Betborough. ' 

. t Lady ~rgiana., eldeft daughter of earl SpenCer. and Wife or William Cavenwfh. fifth· duke of 
Devon1hire. 

Seefi: 
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~eeft bound with myrtle ev'ry youthful brow. 
Shine forth, ye filver eyes or night, 

And gaze on· virtues crown'd with .treafures of delight.· 

An~ thou, the golden-treff'ed child' of morn~ 
Whene'er tbyall-infpiring heat 

Bidsburfting rofe-puds hill and mead adorn. 
See them with ev'ry. gift that Jove be.(l:ows. 

With ev'ry joy replete. 
Sav.e, when' they melt at fight of human woes. 

Flow fmoothly, circling hours, 
, And,o'er their heads unblended pleafure pour;. 

Nor let your fleeting round 
Their mortal tranfports,bound, 

But fill their cup of blifs, eternal pow'rs, 
Till time himfelf thall ceafe, and funs thall, blaze nQ more. 

Each morn, reclin'd on many a rofe,_ 
LAVINIA'S * penc~thalI difclofe 

. New forms of.dignity and grace" . 
Th' expreffive air~.th' ,impaffion'd ~ce, 
The curled.fmile, the bubbling tear; 
The bloom of hope; ~he {now of, fear, 
To 'fome poetick tale frefhbeauty give, 
And bid the ftarting tablet rife and live; 
Or with f wift fingers {hall the touch the firings. 
And in the magick:loom:of harmony 
Notes of fuch wond'rous texture weave, 

, .. Lady Althorp hal an extraordillary talent fQ1 drawing hiftorick fubjeCb.. ~ cxpRffing tlIc ' 
paffiona in the moft fimple .manner. 

As 
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As lifts the foul on fe~ph. wings,. 
Which, as they foat ab6ye the· jafpet iky, 

Below them funs unknown and'worlds nnrtUtnber'd reave. 

While thou; by liR'riing trowdS approv'd~ 
Lov'd by the 'Mufe and bythepdet lov'd; 

ALTHORP; lhouldftemblate the tame' 
Of Roman patriots and th; Athenian riame; 
Shouldft chatrii with {ult petfuafiVe eloquence. 

With all thy * mother·s grace; and· aIr thy {ather's' fcnfe; 
Th' applauding fenate; -whilft',aboVe'thyhead, 
Ex'ulting Liberty ihould fmile,· .. 

Then, bidding dragon-corn ContentionceaJe, 
Should knit the dance with meek-ey'd Peace,· 

And by thy voice impell'd lh6uld'fpread 
An univerfal joy around her' cherHliid Hie. 
But ah! tlit publick virtues~ yoUtli~ are vam' 
In this .voluptuotiS~' this ab'andoii'd age~' 

When Albion" Ii' fotis· ·with fhintlcK! ragel 
In crimes al~ne andtecfearif oafene!S: b6Id~· 
Freedom and Concord; witli dieit· weepUig! trairi~ 
R:ep~diate J 1laves of vice, and itaves of g61d !; 

They, on fitl"ry pinions·faiiing 
Through thcl cry-flil fieIdsof aiT',; 

-Mourn their efforts unavailing, 
Loft perfuafions~ fruitlefs care: 

Truth, Juftice, Reafon, Valour, with them fiy 
To reek a purer {oil, a more congenialiky. 

* Georgiana Poyntz countea Spencer. 
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• 

~eyond the vaft Atlantick deep. 
A dome by viewlefs g~nii 1hall be. rais'd" 
The walls of adamant co~paCt and fieep, 
The portals with fky-tinaur'd gems emblazed:: 
There on a lofty ,throne 1h:i.ll Virtue ftand; 
• 
To her the yo~th. of Delaware 1hall kneel; 
And, when her wiles rain plenty o'er the land, 
Bow, tyrants, bow beneath th' aVfnging .fiee! ! 

Commerce with fleets 1hall mock the: w~ves} 
. 4nd arts, t4atflouriih ~~ with flav.es" 
Dancing witl} ev'ry Grace and .ev'ry Mufe,. 

Shall bid the valleys laugh and heav.'nly beams diffufc. 
She ceafes;. and a ftrange delight 

Still vibrates on my ravHh' d ear:. 
What floods of glory (,lr9wn my fight r· 

What fcenes I .v.iew! What founds 'I hear t 
This for my friend ••• but, gentle nymphs, no more 

Dare I with fpells divine the Mufe recall:. 
Then, fata~ harp, thy tranfient ~apture o'er. 

Calm I replace tpee on the' facr.ed wall. 
Ah,. fee pow lifelefs hangs the lyre, 
Not Iightnipg now, but glitt'ring wire! 

Me to the brawling bar and wtangles high 
Bright-hair'd Sabrina ca;Usand rofy-bofom'd Wye. 

AN 



. AN 

ODE 

IN IMITATION or 

ALe LE U'S .. 

. ~ _ ~. 1 

W HAT c:onfiitutes a &ta~e;' 
Not high-rais'd battlement or labour'4·~ound, 

Thick ~a11 or moated gate; 
Not cities proud with :£pires and turrets crown'd,; 

Not bays and broad-arm' d port~, 
Where, laughing at the fionn, rich navies ride, 

Not fiarr'd and fpangled courts, 
Where low-brow'd bafenefs wafts perfume to pride~ 

No:--



, . 
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, No:-MEN, high-minded MEN, 
With pow'rs as far above dull, \>rutes endued' 

In forell. brake, or den, 
As beafts excelcold rocks ~n4 pr;I\lbles rude; 

Men,.who their duties know, 

But know their right~~, ~nd~ ~_no~i.~~, dare maint~in. 
, Prevent the long-aim"d blow~ . 

And cruth the tyrap,t w~i1e, they .rend \he ~hain : 
'Ihefl conftitute' a State, ' . 

And fov'reign LAW, tha/}late's col/eOed 'Will, 
O'er thrones an<i"giobes elate 

Sits 'Emprefs,crowning good,. r..~preffin~ ill i 
Smit by her facred Jrow~. .' 

The fiend Dffcretion likt:'a v:uJo~i ~h.ks, .:. 
And e'en th' -ail~dizzling Ct:~7piz:': ... 

Hides his faint rays,an4. at her b.id~g ~inks. 
Such 'Was this heav'n-lov'd: Ule,.·· " .... . 

Than'Leflos fairer and the Cretan thore ! 
No more 1hallFreedom finile ? 

Shall" Britons languith, awl be. MEN no more.l . 
Since all muft life refign, 

Thofe tweet rewards, which decorate.the brave, \ .. ,-
'Tis folly to dedine~·· :. 

- And fte~ inglorious to the filent·grave. 

Abergavenny, 
March 31, 1781. 

.AN 



AN 

O.D E. 

IN IMITATION OF 

CALLISTRATUS .. 

Q.!!od .11 poft [das illas Martias e 7jra1lnf)Sonu quifpiam, tale aliquod 
carmen plebi tradidi1fet, inqtie ,8uDurram et fori circufos et in ora 
vulgi intuli1fet, attum profeCl:o fui1fet de. partibus deque- dominatione 
Ceejarum; plus mehercu~e valui1fetunumoAef'0J'{. ~e"~ quam Ciceronis 
P IJilippicee omnes. 

• LOWTHDe Sacr4;Poeji, Pr~I. I. 

VERDANT myrtle's branchy pride 
Shall my biting falchion wreathe.: 

. Soon £hall grace each manly fide 
Tubes that fpeak and points that breathe. 

'Titus, 
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• 

\ Thus, Harmodius, thone thy blade I 
Thus, Arf//ogiton, thine! 

Whofe" when BRIT l\IN fi,ghs for aid, 
Whofe iliall n6w delay to fhine ? 

Deareft youths, in illands bleft. 
Not, like recr~ant idlers" dead, 

You with fleet F'elides reft, 
And with godlike Diomed. 

Verdant myrtle's branchy pride 
Shall my thirfty "blade intwine : 

Such" Hormodius" deck'd thy fide I 
Such~ Arf//ogiton" thine! 

They the bafe Hipporchul flew 
At the feaft for Pallas crown'd: 

Gods I 'how f wift their poniards flew 1 
How the monfter ting'd the ground ! 

Then in Athens all was Peace, 
Equal Laws and Liberty : 

N urfe· of Arts" and eye of Greece! 
People valiant, firm, and free ! 

Not lefs glorious_was thy deed, 
Wentworth, fix'd in Virtue's c;mfe ; 

Not lefs brilliant be thy meed, 
Lenox, friend to Equal Lows I 

High in Freedom's temple rais'd, 
See Fitz Maurice beaming ftand, 

For collected Virtues prais'd, 
Wifdom's voice" and Valour's hand! 

Ne'er fhall fate their eyelids clofe : 
They,. in blooming regions bleft~ 

With Harmodius 1hall repofe, 

With AriJIogiton reft. 

• 

Nobleft 
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Noble11: Chiefs. a Hero's crown 
Let th' Athenian patriots claim: 

You lefs fiercely won renown; 
You a1fdm'd a milder name. 

They thro' blood for glory ftrove. 
You moreblifsful tidings bring; 

They to death a Tyrant drove, 
You to fame reji()r'd a KING. 

Rife, BRITANNIA. dauntlefs rife f 
Cheer'd with triple Harmony. 

, . M()narch good, and N()bles wife. . 
Pe()ple valiant, firm, and FREE! 
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, PRINCIPLE,S. ~F . GOVERNMENT, 

IN, 

A DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN 

A GENTLEMAN AND A ,FARMER •. 
, . '"'. 

, \ 

. ADVERTISEMENT .. >. 

. , . 

A SHORT defence hath been thought neceff'ary,; againfta violent, imrl' 
,groundleCs attack upon, ~he ,JhINTSHI~E·POMMITTEE, for hav~ngte~jAe4 
their ap'probation of the following Dialogue, which hath been publickly 
brandt;d,with the,mofi: injurious epithets; l!-n~·it is conceived, that thetur~-· 
way, to vindi~ate this littl~ Traa fro~ fo unjuft a diaraaer~ wiiI '~e as :p~b,:, 
Jickly to pro~uce it. - The friends of the Revolution 'wilIinqanlly .fee~ 
-that· it coritainsno principle, ~hich'-h~s -rto(lbeo. Cupport or-the ~fghe~ 
authority, as'well as the 'cleaTeft reafon,'. .' '.': ;'. ,'!;" ".. (,' .. 

If the doB:rineswhich it llightly tOUches,~ in.~~· ~anne(ruited toth~ nature 
of t1te Dialogue, be cc feditious) treaJonable; 'and diaboJicaJ," Lord Som~s w~s, ' 
an incendiafY,Lticke a tr.aitor, 'and the Convel'tioll-parliamm/a pand~moniunr; , 

.' but, if thofenames a~e .theglory 'and bo~ft ;ofEngland. ·~li.d if' ·th~.t conveo· 
• tion fecured !>~r l~bc.:rty and happinefsJlhen.th~i doari~es in queftion, arc:; 

not only jUfl and ra!ional but "Conftilulional and-jaltlltlr! j and th~' repro!!,chful 
epithets ·belong wholly to tpe' fy~em ~f thore, .w~o· fo;.~rofsly !n,ufa~plied . 
them. • . '" • . " '. 

',. f"': • .. ' 
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-'. 

F. WHY' ilio~ldJ 'humble nieri~ 'like me,-'fign'or fet m~ks to peti .. 
,tions of this naJure ? It'is better for us .Farmers to mind our hufbandry, . 
and' leave what·we :cannot comprehend to the King arid Parliament. 

-, G • You carl comprehend more than you imagine; ~~d,. as a free 
member of afrl:~att',.h~ve.higher thipgs:·tQ, mind·than you may con­
£eive. . , 

. Po' If byfree you mean: out ofprffon, I hope to c~l!tinue to, as long as' 
i ~~h Day'mY'relit~othe 'fqtifij:'s bai1iff,~~ "but. what :is mc;apt bY1-free 
)ia~e' ,{",. I, ': " " ., • ' , ". , • • ' , _ ,'" 

. : ;' G: Tell,hie iirft what ~s, Il)eant' by a, civb in',the village" otwhich I 
_~n~w'fou to l>~"~~emb~r.. '-',. :~"",', ,I __ ... : ,_:, • 

~'j ,f ... It_i~;a? af.fembl.f.;o£!De~., ~h0ln~e~ after work ~very'Saturday to 
,be nierryand happy" for a few hour~, int~e, weeJc.·:: ' 

, , ~~: Ha,vF :you~ no.9ther. (.)pJeFt. ,kutmirth ?, " 
. ,R, ,Yes J'we' have '~'b~x;,' into' -which we contribute;, e'qually, from our 

Plonthly pr ,weekly-favings,·· aqtiottt, of which ah~; members~ of the ,~lub 
areto-bereiieved ini ficknefs ar poverty r fOf"the parlfu officers are fo . , ... 
cruel and'iI}{olent, tl'iat it were better 'to ftarV~ than' 'apply. to them for. '. 
t~lie£· :'. •.• , •. ~ ,'. '. ' .'" .". ' : , 

G~ Did 'theY;'l>r the '{qu!re, ()r. the- par{oD, 'orall,together,: compel 
you to for~ this·fodety'? • . • .,' .' , 

• -",:P. Ohl ,- . . 
, . - .. 
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F: 'Oh ! 'no-we could' .no~·l>e· compel~ed j w~ fonned it by our own 
choice. 

G.rou' did right-But' have you ndt fome head oi:pretident of 
youi club? ' 

,F.- The maller for' each pight is chofen by all the company prefent 
the week'before~ :. . ,.,' ' , 

G:' Doe~ he make laws to bind you in cafe of ill. temper or milbe-, 
haviour? '". .. , . 

F. He make laws! He bind us f No. we have all agreed to a.fet.-o( 
e'qua~'rules, which,. are flgned'by. every 'new 'coiner, and were written 
in a' ftrange hanel-by: young 'Spelman;' the lawyer's Clerk, ,whofe uncIe..~ 

a member. 
G • . What 1hou'ldyou do,. if any, one>member:wt;re to infi{Lon'.be­

com,ing perpetual'm:ifi:~Ij and;on·altering'your rulesathisarbiti-ary wil~ 
and pleafur~? ( ,; , :, ,./ 'J ;',r ,': 

F. Wdl1lould expel him.': ,. I ' , Li ,. 

, G. What; if he were, to 'bring aferjeant·sgUard, when tpe k.ilifia are 
quartered in your neighbourhbod·,andi{l~J1:uPQn·yotir obeying hini? :.~ 
·;F'..wt;; ·arouldrelifl, 'i(:we.(CoUlcfj df,not;., the. fcicietYI w'Oiild·\be 
brokerl'np.,;,' , . :;".; ~,\' ;;' i ',"; r .. ' ! I , : -;:' '; 

G.'Suppofe that,' ,with; his ,(erjeant'$ !guard,: he 'were: to; ~take 'the 
~oney out of the, box or out of your pockets? ~ ,:,,'~ ::';: . J:! .: 

<F.;Wouldnot'that 'be a:robbel'y? ~ .j'" .:';'. '~il .. , i 'j !:/ .". 

,'Go' lamfeekmg,information'fron:l you>'; HowJhould'youad PJifuch 
an occ~fion ?~ , : ' I, ' ," 

F. We iliould fubmit, perhap~. at that tinie;: buUhould afterwards 
try :to ~pprehend 'the robbets> ' ; ;: " ; .'; , , . 

G. What, if you could not apprehend them?, . , ·i : , ) , 

: /F. We might kill diem, '1 iliould'lliink,; and, if the King w~u1d' bot 

pax:don us, God would .. ,' :. ' . . :" . .' 
G. 'How could' 'you' either' apprehend ~hem, or,' if. they refi£kd,. kill 

~hem, without a fufficient force in your own hands? ,.; 
F.Oh! 
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. ,£ '(~h t. ~we are all good players at lingle . ruck, and each 'of us nas a 
11:out cudgel or quarter-ftaff in the comer of his roo~ . 

G.;Suppofe that a few of the club were to domineer aver the reft,and 
infift upon making laws for them--
. ,F. W ~ 'm:uft, take. the fame 'courfe', eXcept that· it would be eafier to 

reftrain o~e man, than a number j but we fhould be the majority .. witli 
. juftice;.on our fide. I 

G. A word or two on another head'.. Some of you, I prefume, are no 
great. accountants. 

F~ .F ew of us underftand accounts j .I>ut we . truft old. Lilly the {chool .. 
mafter,whom.we believe tc? be an hontft man; an~.he keeps the key of 
our box~ 

G. If your money fhould in time a~ount to- a;-large' fum, ~t might hot 
perhaps be fafe, to keep kat .his houfe,or in any.private. houfe. 
. F. Where elfe fhould we keep it l ~. 
, G. You might chufe to put it -into the funds, or to lend it the. 'fquire, 
who. has 10ft To. much lately at Ne'lllmarlut, taking. .his bond or fome of 
his: field~ as' YOUi' fecurity for payment ",with inteteft~ 

P. We muft-iil that c~e confide in yo:ung SpelmaT/.,-yvho ~11 foon ret 
up for himfelf, and, if a lawyer can be honeO:; will be an honeft lawyer • 

. G. What power do you, give to Lilly, or iliould .you give to Spe/ma1l' 
in the cafe fuppofed l , 

F. No power. We fhould give, them "both ~ due- allowance for their 
~ . I," . _ 

trouble, and fhould expeCt a faithful account of all they had done for us. 
G • . Honeft men may change their nature. What~ if both or either of 

them, we~c to deceive you. 
F~ We fhould remove'them, put our truft in better men, 'and try to. 

repair our lofs. . . ..' 
q~ Did it never occur to Y~u, that every nate or .nation was only a 

great club? . . 
P. Nothing ever occurred to me on the fubjetl: j for I never thought 

about it. , 

G. Though 



THE. PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT. *573 

G. Though you never thought befote on thefubjeQ, 'yet you'may be 
-able to tell me, why you fuppofe men to. have a1I'embled, and to have 
formed nations,. communitie/" or flatu, which all mean the fame thing. 

P. In order, I lhould imagine,. to be as happy as they can, while they 
li~e .. 

G .. By happy do yoU' mean merry only?' 
, ,F~. To, be as· merry as they .can without hurting tliemre.lves or their 

neighbours, but chiefly to fec1;lre themfelves from danger,.. ~nd to reliev~ 
their wants. 

G. Do you believe" .that any King or Emperor compelled them fo to 
a1fociate! 

F •. How could' one man compel a multitude? A 'King or' an Emperor,. 
1 prefilI~e, i's not born with a hundred hands. 

G. When a' prince of the blood £hall in any country be fo diftingui£hed 
by na~ure"l thall tli.en~ andihen only, conceive him to be a greater·man 
'than you.. But mig4t not an ariny~ with a. King or Genual at theil". 
head, have compelled them to affembfe l' 

F.; Yes;. but: the army Inuit have been formed by their own choice. 
One man. or ,a few can never,govern ma!ly without their confent. 

'G. Suppofe, however,. that a multitude Qfmen, affembled in a to~n o~ 
city, were to chufe a King. OJ: Governor,. might they not give.him. high 
power- and authority l' 

F. To' he fure ;:but they would never b~ fo mad. 1: hope, as to give 
him a power of making their law.r .. 

G .. Who eIfe £hould make ,them? 
f., The; whole ~tionor people. 
G. What,. if .they difagreed.? 
F. The opinion of the greater num~er, as. in, our village-clubs, mufi: be 

taken and prevail. , 
G. What could be done; if the fociety were. f6 large, that all could not . 

meet in the fame place? 
F. A greater number mufi: chufe a lefs. 

G.Who 
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,G., Who ~o~ld be ,the cliofers? ,J" •• 

F. Alli,whQfartl [not: upon the par!fo., In, o~-: club, if a man· al1d ' 
reliefb£ iheoverfeer, he ceafes to be one 'ofus, becaufe he muft depend"' 

, on the overfeer; 

G. Could not a few men, one in feven for inftance, chufe the aE~mbly 
oflaw-makers as well as a larger numbed 

,F. As conveniently, perhaps jbut I would not fufi"er any man ,to chufe 

anothe'r,.whowaa to make laws, by which my mc;mey' or my life m!ght 
.he taken from me. , 

G. Have 'You a/nel.x;ld ip. any coqnty of fortyfuillings ,a year 1 
F. I have t:lothing in the world but my cattle, implements ofhu( .. 

'bandry, a,ndhoufehofd 'goods, together w~th my farm, for which I pay a 
fixed rent to the 'fquire. . 
G"Have~youafvote in any city or borough r "j 

F. I llav~ no 'Vote at-ill ;' but am able by .my ,honeftlabour, to fuppo~ 
,:my' ~ife an~ fotir "children; and, whilll I aCl: honeftly" l may defy 'the 

laws. : - . 
G. 'C3.n'YOli,be ignorant,,'thatthe Parliament,~to;which m~bers are 

fent by this'count)r.'aoo by' thcrnext.mark~t.town, have 'power to make' 
l1ew laws~ br'-which' youand':yourfamily may:be' ftripped ofyo~r:goodS, 
>throw.n'into Jtrifon, ~nd ~~n 'deprived oflife l, , . . " ' 

F. A dreadful power1 I never m~de inquiries, having bufinefs of my 
,own, 'coIkerning the 'bu'finefs. of Parliament, but imagined, that the liws. 
had been fixed for many hundred years. ' 

G ... The common laws, to which you refer, are equal, juft, and humane; 
:but the King .and Parliament may alter them, when they pleafe.. " " 

F; The:: King ought, therefore, to be a good .man;,and theP~liament 
to confift 'of men -equally gtiod. ' I .' ' . I' . 

G. The King alone can d~ lio hai"ni j, but who muft judge the goodnefs 
,. ,of Parliament':lnen 1 .' I • . : ..'. ,:, 

F. All thofe whofe property, freedom, and lives ·may. be afI"ctled by 
_ their laws. ' ' .' - . . 

G. Yet 
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.. G.:'vet, fixmei1:in feven, who inhabit this kingdom, have, like you, 
nbvotes'j'and·the petition, which Idefired :you to fign, has nothing for 
its:'()bjea~ ,but,' the reftoration of ;you all.to the right of chuGng thofe 
law-makers, by whom yoUr ~oney or your lives may be taken from you. 
Attend, w~e I read it diftinaly. . . 

F., Give me your pen-I never wrote my name, ill as' it may be 'writ ... 
tenj"With.:,greater .eagemefs. 

. G. I applaud 10¥, and truft, that your example will be followed by,· 
milligns.,. Another word before we part. Recollect. your opinion about .. . .' . 
your dub in:. the village, ~n:d tell me what ought to be the confequence" 
if ~e King aloqe were. to' inlift on. makiiig}aws, or, on aiterlngtheJIl at: 
his will and pleafure •. 

P. He: too. muft be expelled~ 

G •. Oh !: but ~ink of .his fianding armY'and' ot 't~e militia,. which now: 
areh~s in. fubftance" though. ours in foim. , 
. ·,R,It he>were)to employ that force a~ai~ the na~on, theY'would and: 
aught. to 'refrll:him, or',the fiate ~uld ceafe to be a 1l:ate., • . 

G. -What, if' the great 'ac~ountants and' great lawyt:rs, the Lillys and 
Spe/mani~ , of the' natio~ were tc? abufe their. truft, and~ cruelly',injure, in-· 
fiead of faithful!y {erving, the publick ?:. . . ~ .' 

-F. We muft requeft the King'to remove them, and' ~ake tri~ of 
others,butnone 1hould implicitly·be. trufted~. ..,. 

G.'Butwllat, ita' ~ew great lords or: wealthy men were" to keep the 
. King hiinfelf in f':1bjea:io~, yet ex'ert h~~' force,' layilh. histreafure, and. 
mifufe his name,~oas to domineer over the peopl~, .am. manage:;. the P~r .. · . 

\ liarrient.· •• 
" 'F~' Wf.lnuft fight for the Kipg andnbrfe1ves.· '. 
. G~ You ,talk· of fighting, as if you were fpeaking offomeTllfiick engage-· 
merit at a wake; but your' 'l!larter .. ftaH'S. would. av~il'you little 'ag~i~ft .• 

~ " . : . . 
bayonets.·' .. . .• . • • '. ",o, .. 

. F~' We might eafiIy provige ourfelves with bet-ler' arms., 
'G. Net fo eaGly; when, the moment of re"fifi:a~e ~ame, you ·wOuldbe 

. . ~ ..' .. -., dep.rived: .. .. . 
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deprived o( allums ialid thofewho fhould furnifh you with them, or exhort 
you to take them up, would 'be. 'Called traitors; and probably put to death. 

P. We ought always, therefOl'~, to be' ready; ~nd ke~ each of us a 
fireng nl'.elock in the corner ef his bed-room. ' 

G. That would be legal as well as rational. Are you, my honed 
friend, provided with a muiket ? 

F. I will contribute no more to the club, and purchafe a fire10ck wi~ 
my faTings. ' 

G. It is not ne~e{fary-I have two, and will' make 'you 'a prefent of 
one with complete accoutrements. . .' • 

F. I ~cept it thankfully; and will convene"with yo~ 'at your' leifure 
on other'fubjeCts of this, kind. . ..' . . ' 

G. In the mean w~ile, (pend -an hour every morning in the next f~rt­
nightin learning to prime ,and load expeditioufly, and tb fire and charge 
with bayonet, firmly and. r~gularly. I fay every 11!orning ;.becaufe, if 
you.exercife 100 lalt in tht ~enjng, yo~ may fall into fome o(the legal 
fnares. which have been -{pread ferron. by thofe gent1e~en, who would, 
rather fecure game for their table, th~n liberty. for the nation. 

F. Som¢ of/my neJghbours,.'who have ferved in, the JIlilitia, will 
readily teach ine j aI1d, perhaps, thewh~le village may be. perfuaded to 
procure ~ms, and learn their exercife.'· , 

G •. -It cannot ~e expeCted, 'that the ;illagers {hould purchafe arms, but 
they mit;ht. ~fily be f~pplied, if ~he ~enltJ' of the, 'nation wou~d fpare a 
little from. their vi.cesJUld luxUry~ '. . . . . . 
·P. May they turn to fome fenfe of honou~ ana virtue! . . , 

'G. Fa)'ewell, at prefen~ j and' remember, "that."a free nate is enly, ~ 
Cc more numerous', and more pbWerful ~lub, and that he only is a fl:'ee 
IS' .man, wlio is member of futh' a flate." '. .• , " .' .. - . 

. "F.' G~od ~orning, Sir! You" have made .me wi(eJ" and, better than I 
was Yeflerday;. and jet, keth~ks, I had fo~e 'knowle~ge in .my own 
mind of this great fubj~Ct, and have ,been a politician all. my life ~ithout 

. perceiving' it. • 
THE 
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. . . . 
T H E~cpublick lre here "ptefented' ;ot with a. fine .pi£mre. but a. 
r~ithful po~ait, with th~ tharaaer of a...mem"orable, and' Uluftrious man, 
not in the ftyl~ of panegyrick Qn·a monument, but in the Jangttage ·of 
fober trUth,.which friendfhip itfelf.cou~ not iilduce the' ~ter to. violate. • 

• 
. JOHN DUNNING (a name to'which'~no title could add Iuftre) p~1re1red 

proferiional ta.le~ts which may'truly be c~ed inim.ilablc j fortbeijdea their, 
. .. . 

fuperlative.exceij~nce, thc:y :were'pe~pliar:ly' hiS own j .and as it would 
fcarcely be poffible to copy them, fo it is hardly probable, that natu.re or' 
education will give thein. to another. . His 1angu~gewas always 'pure, aJ,.. 

ways elegant; jlnd' the bell words droppe~ ,ealiIy from' his lips into the , 
beft plac~~ with aftuency at all times aftOriiihing, 'and, when he had per­
fea health, ,,really melod~ous; his ftyle of fpeaking confifted of all the 
tumsJopp~fitions, and £g:ures, which the bId Rhetorici~s taught,' and 
which Cicero frequ~nt1y praaited, but w~ich the auftere ~d 'folemn {pirit, 
of Demoflhenes refuf~d to adopt from his firft mafter, and {eld"m admitted 
into hisora.tions, politkai or' forenfi,cl., 
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. . Many at.th~ bar and on the be~c~ th~ught this a: vit~~ted fiy1e·~. but, . . . ., .. .. 
tho~gh 'cylf~isfied as criticks, yetl to.,the q>nfufion of ill criti~ifm, they w.ere 

. troi).lfported as hearers., • :That faculty, how~ver '. in which no mo~al evet 
. - •• '., .t, ..... '.. • • 

{urpaffed him, and which all found lrrefiftible, waa his wit. This relieved . 
the' -cieary, . calthed . the refentful, and- animated' the drow"iy: this' dri~ . 

.. . ' . , . . . 
{miles even from. fuch. as were t1t~ objeas qt it j '=attered flowers over. a 

. I •• • , ". ... 

derert; ~.d, lik:JuIl-beaII}~ !p~rk!ing on ~ lake, ~a:ve {pirie a~d vivacity to 

the du~eft .and. te~ i':lte~~fii~ft ca~~~.. ~o~.~hat ,hi~ a~c~m~Iin:m;~ts, as. 
an advocate, cOllfifted' pnncIP.aIly In voluoillty- of fpeech or hvehnefs of I. . . 
r~illefY.He'was endue~ with an intelleCl::, {~date, ye!.pen~ating; clear, 
yetj,rofouhdj {ubtle, yet firong. His knowledge too was equal to' his· 

• ... • • •• ' . • II" 

imagination, and his memoI:y to his knowledge; He was not Ie!s deeply . . ... 
learned in the fublimepi'incipl~ of jurifprudence ,and the parti~1'llar laws • , . 
ofhi~ countryz than accurately 1kjlled in the minute, but ufefUI, pr.a8:ice of 
all. our aiffe.rerit[ courts~ In. .the nicecondp~ ~(... c()wp»cat~d. c~u(e, 1\0 
partidle; of eVidence: .eould. efcape.his vigilllfit .jlt.te.ll~iQ~, p.o, ~ade~ o{ argu .. 
irient~uJ.a :elude Jiis. coqtprehenfive rea{on •. :rerhap~ the "vi~~~tr o( his 

-imagiriitJorr'{oinetilrie~ proqipte.d .him :to .{p¢rtw~et~ .\t ,\,\;opld .pay~ ~e~n 
wifer woargue; a1}d;.perhaps, the e~a8:nefs .of h!s m'eI!10ty (ometimes in: ... 

. duced him to anfwerfuch reII\,arks ~s. hardly, 4efeFYed n.oJice,., 3;n4. ~o enlatge 

yn .fmall ~ircilmftances 'which .aci~ecL~ittle tc5 ~~e. 'YV'eight"f ~is. ~gu~e~t; . 
bUt th.ofe:onlywho }laye. experi~nce~can" iJ) any d.egre.~concei-ye the dif .. 
f\culty' ~f exettinz all the mep.t;iJacul~i~~ iu;one .. jni.\ant,. when the ,leait 
deliberation might 10fethC tide Qf, a8:ipn )rreeQye!i1b~y~ J Th~ Be.opl~ {el. 
dOln err in api)l'eciat~tlgthe ·charadet:.of {pea~ers j. and t~o(e clien.t~ ~ho 
were't06 Jatetd engage ,DU~~ING.OI\· th,eir:,fi4e, neve! .~ho:ught therr.t .. 
felves fecure of fuecefs, ~hile :t:b.oi~.aZ;;l.igft;~h.qm ht: was engaged ~ere 

, a~ways apprehen4~~ of~qlefeat. ' 0 • 

. . • - , . . 

;1.\:8 alaw:yer:,h~ kpewthat.,J;3.ri~i~,~o,~~~onll ~e.~appi~i g.overned .o~. 
,the principles of her tCo,tlfiisuti.onal,. PF P}l.~~~~.Ja:w~. that th~ re,gal_V0"Yer 
was limited, and p.opular rights afcertlined by it j but that the ariftocr~cy 

. • • . • .... 'had' 
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. had no other. po:Werthan. ;th~t which too I1)turally' refults . from pro.a 
p~rt~, ~~d·whic.h l~ws' oug~t ra~er·tow~akea. ,than fortify:· he' ~as, 
there~ore~ r l!-t]..'equal· {upporter.· of ju{f'prerogative"'ahd of' nati~ 

. freedom, weighing both in "the 'nobl~' "6alance' of, our 'r~brded con-. . ., " . 
. fiitution. An able ~and afpiring ftatefman,. 'who : profeifed the fame 

'Pfin.ciples, had the .wifdom· to {olicit, a~d ,the merit to gbt;un; the friend~ • 
fliip of' this' grea~ man; and i connectiori,eilante4 originalry on ~e fipIl 

grQi.uld of fimilarit:y in political {entimerits', orlpened into ~erfonal affeaion' 
:which' nothin.g but' death could h:i'ye dHrolved br" .impaired •.• whether ill • 

: his'.n;¥nifi:erial fi:ation he inig~t'~not lufi"6I'!a fe,! 'pr~udices infenfibly 
to creep' on' his ,~ind; a'S the beft men' have {uffered becaufethey· were 
men, 1l1ayad~it' of .a' q~ubt; but, if 'even· prejudic~, :he was' ne'Ver 
uncandid, and though peitinacioua hi all.his opinions, he had great in~ 
dulgence 'for {uch as differed fr~~ him. • ' . 

I . ' ~ . 
His {enTe of honour was lofty; aItd heroick; ~ hi's, -integrity fi:e~ arid 

.. infl~xibl~; lnd though he ~ad a \lro'ng iildination to {plend.ttr of life, 
" with ~ tafi:efor, ail the efegancies of (ociety, yet.no lov~ of-dignity, of· 

'wealth,or of pleaf~re; .~ould kave t~m.ptedhirn to dev~te, in a fingle . ".... '". . . '., 
infi:inc~, from the ftraight line of .truth a.nd.honefi:y.,' 'He carried hi,S 
democratical principles even into focial life, ~ here he claimed no more 
pC the converfation than his j'ufi: £hare, and wa& always candidly! atten­
live, ~he~ it was his turn to be a hearer. !fis ~nmities wtre ftrong, 

.yet pIacaple; but his frknd£hips were eternal;. and if·his affections eyer 
fubdued his ju~gin~nt, it muft have been in cafes, whet;e the faine o~ 
intereft ~f a f;iena were n~ru.:ly' eoncerned. The venetation,yit~ whi~h 
he confi:antly treated his (~her, whom his fortunes and r~putation 'had 
~ade the happiefi: of ~ortals, could be equalied only by the amiable ten­
dernefs which he filewed 'as a parent. He.ufed to fpeak with wonder 
and aQhoiTence of Swift, 'who was not :UJ1amed to leave a written declar­
ation, ''"that he 'could n~~er be fond of children i'; arid witb applaufe of 

. '. the caliph, wl1o, on the eve o£. a:deciLive battle, which was won by his 
. valour 

• 
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valour·"and wilaom,amufed himfelf in'his tent with reeing'his chiIdren 

ride :Oft his tcymitar~ aQ,d plar witli hi~ hn-~an. and dif~ed.· ~ general. 
· as unlikely t9 treat the',army. wit~'le~ty, 'wlio, durft reprov:~ him. fOl' fo. 

nat,ural and' inrio~nt a recr~ation. ' • 
• .. 
• t •• 

. Forfome{month~ before his ~e"ath, the nuriery. had, been his chief de­
light, -and ga~e hixn m9re pl~afUre than the; cabinet could'have afforded: 

.but °tpis parenb,i deaion, wlJch.lwi been a fOUIce or' fo much fe~citylt 
. was probably a caufe o.f his fabl illn~s. .He had.loft-one fan, and 'tx~ 

peCl:ed tolofe the other, whtn tlie author of this painful tribute to hi" • . . . . 
memory parted from him with tears in his eyes, ·litUe-hoping to fee hi~ • 
again in ~ perifhapie ftate.-As he. perceives, .witb.out . afFed:atio~, that 
his tears nowfteal from him, and begin to moiften the papa on :which 
'he writes, he. reluctantly leaves a fubjed. 'which he could riot loon have. 

· e'fhauJl:ed; and when he aifo 1hall iefign his life to the great Giver of 
it; he defireS no other decoration .of his .humble 'grave-ftone 't~n this 

• honourable! truth: .. 
.' , .. 

Wid. none to Batter,. none to recomm~nd. .' 
, . . -

DUNNING approY'd and maik\l him as a &ienL 

. , . .. • .. t .0_ ... 
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ViRTUS rena(cens quemjubet ad·ronos­
Spartanam avitos ducere tibiam.? 

Q,pis fortium~cretus in'auras' 
LEtherias juvenum debit; 

~os, Marti amicos, aut hyacinthiIiis 
Flava in palreftd. confpicuos comis s' 

Aut alma Libertas in undis 
Egelidis agiles vide bat, 

Crelefte ridens? Q.!!is modulab~t~r 
Excelfa ple8:ro carmina LdMo ~, 

Q.!!re dirus, Alcreo'fo~ant~, 
Audiit et tremuit dynaftes ?" ' , 

~is myrtea enfem fronde reconditUll\ 
Cantabit? Illum,civibus Harmodi 

Dile8:e rervatis, tenebas: _ 
Tuque fidelis Aria'ogiton. 

Vix fe refrrenat fulmineus chalybs: 
Mox igne divino emicat, exili~ i 

Et correlu8:antis tyranni 
Perforat iflibus haud re.uilllis : 

• It may be proper, though unnecefl"aiy • .to inform the c1affical ni"ler, ,hal fome ilann. of this 
U.caick are little more thaD a liberal trantJatioa from CoUiIlS'. Ode to Liberty. 
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_ ~ tCf plaeentem Palladi viCtimam ! 
N'ee tu minorem Roma dabas Jovi. 

, Ex ore.cum Bruti fonaret, 
Sanguine CEfareorubentis, 

_ Vox grata Divis,-grataque Tullio! 
Ah! lacrymarum ne fcatebrre Buant, 

AffiiCt:;L Libertas, tuarum : 
(0 pudor! 0 mired ~irites !) 

Vafri tacebo c:;arnificis dolos i 

Cui nomen Augufto ~pia plebs dedit. 
Fletura et infandas, N e'ronum 

Nequitias odiofiorum. 
Nolo tyrannorum improbioribus 
SanCtum inq uinari nominmus melos, 
~os_ turpis ~tas -in Latin~ 

Dedecus exitiumquegentis , 
Produxit. His te, Diva, furentibus; 
Ad templa ereli et fid~reas domos 
_ V ~dit jugati~ fubvolantem 

Mufa aquilis nitidoque ~urru. 
'At Roma, vall:i molibus impert 
Sublata, centum nubila brachiis 

Differt, coloffeoque 01ymp~ 
Vertice verticibus minatur. 

Sed, fervidi'infiar diluvii ruens, 
S.eptem reliCtis turba trionibus 

Formidolofarwn giga~tum/ 
Hefpe.tios 'populatur agros. 

~i plurimo £onainine, plurimis 
Immane ',adorti monftrum ui~latibus, 

Vix: ,dir~ anhelantefq~e frenden-;-

-teCque trahunt'ftrepitu ruinam. 
. 1'· .. 

: . .; 
~ .. : .;G'ens, ' 
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Gens, tc remotA, nulla di~ poteft . 
Florere. Mox tu purpureas, Dea. 

Sedes reliquifti pionim, ' 
Aufa novas habitare terras • 

. Tum vitibus Florentia veftiens 
Colles apricos, et nemora aureo 

Splendore malorum coronans, 
Te 'coluit,--coluitque m~fas ; 

Cafur~ amad., (vre miferre !) J?anu. 
At tu petebas pratula molliunl _ 

Pifarum"olivetumque Lucz, 
Et fcopulos tenuis Marini. 

Vix te vocabat, nec docilem fequi, 
Dux gloriof::e gemmifer .,Adrire ; 
~i fcandit, haud pauper maritus .. 

C.eruleum Thetidos cubile. 
poft'exulem te, nobilis infula, 

. Tutis recepit Corfica rupibus: 
~a Marte non uno fubat\a,.' 

'. ' Sreve tigur, nimium, fuperbis •. 
Nunc te nivofas, Diva, libentiu~ 
~rero per Alpes; durus u,bi ge1u 

He1veti~$ frangit ligone,.aut . 
Remigiis agitat Lemanum: .. 

. _<l.!!::ero per urbes, dona maris, nova.s, 
Et fida facris teaa ciconiis : 

Q!.lzropaludofos ,per agros, 
Et validre faliceta gentis ; 

. <l!!re fulmen Albani haud timuit ducis. 
Hinc pulfa migras ~ quo, Dea, quo fugis ? 

Ah! grata dileais 'Britannis 
Nympha, tuos video rece~s. 

01im. 
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, J Olim,hrec recluHit mufavetuftior: 
ilnter {eracis littora Gallire \ . . 

Interque divifum Albionis 
'Nulla folumrefonabat unda: 

:At frepe ab Icci, non madido pede, 
':'Saxis -verendas ad Doroberni:n 

,.Sedes adornati ambulabant ' 
-Olandifeta. Druidre corona. 

,'-Tunc refruantes ad mare Suevic1im 
:FluClus ruehant tramite,diffita, 
,-Q!!o 'belluofis horret Orcas, 

, Montibus et glaciata Thule. 
Se'd,moxrefurgens oceanus manum 

'Effert minacem; et, ~um croceum a:thera 
Scinduntrepercuffis proceUre 

Fulguribus~ valida .tridente 
,Divellit agros di1focia~i1es: 
Turic enatabas, ,pulchra Britanni~, 

.Silvifque, ·et .arvis, et fO,noris . 
. Amnibus 'egregil:triumph:tos. 

'Gemmata multi 'tum Thetis inful! 
:Risit: facratis' Mona, parens me~ 

.Ornata quercetis refulfit; 
Et zephyrorecreata' Veelis. ' 

~Hrec,faCta nutu, Diva potens, tuo~ 

.N am la1faiiulcis pomifera~ Vagre 

lUpas, et undantis Sabrina:. . 
Nobile perfugium,elige.bas·; 

'Remota Gallis :-Galli .:etenim ·trliCes. 

(Pfychen ut antehac ibarbari amanitem" 
Te reppulernnt;exulantem; 

.Gens .merita,s luitura prenas 1 
Tu1\C 
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Tunc, .in .recefi"u fertilis infulre 
Leeto, facratum nominibus. tuis 

Fanumunaragdis emicabat· 
Conutum· et retheriis pyropi$. 

Ventura jam tum fama Britanni~,· 
. Mid. arte, miris pieta coloribus, 

Poftefque et excelfum lacunar, 
Et variam irradiabat aulam. 

Depietus enfem pro'tulit et fty}um 
Sidneius; heros, quem neque judicis 

Vultus, nee infamis tyrinni 
Terruit ira diu repofta •. 

Effglfit ardenti et gladio et lyra 
Miltonus audens, cui nitidam riirilis 

Te, nuda Libertas, videnti . 
Nox oculos tenebrofa daunt: 

,Nunc templo in ipfo, (qua radiat vetor 
Od, p~ofani, dicere,) vatibus 

Infertus heroumque turmre 
Verba canit recitanda Divis. 

\ . 

o nym phi !mreftam. grata Britanniam 
Ni tu re\l'ifa~, percita civium . 

Non mite nepenthes levabit 
Corda, falutiferumve moly • 

. Altaribus te jam tredecim vocat, 
Te th~re templifque urget America: 

Audis; Atlanteumque pennis .. 
Ire paras Ievibus per requor. 

Ah! ne· rofeta et £lumina deferas 
Dileeta nuper: nam piget,-heu piget 

Martis nefafti fratricidre, 
., . Imperiique male arrogati. 

581 
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. Iarb, veris 'inftar, prreniteas novo - , 
Pacata vuItu: Pax tij>i fit comes';, 
.~re blanda civilis duelli , 

Sopiat ignivomos dracones. .. 
. Cum tranfmarinis_ junCta fororibus, 

N eClat 'choream Ireta Britannia. 

, 

,Neu mitis abfit, jam folutis 
Mercibus; haud ·violanda. 'Ierne. , 

, 0 ! _qure paratur copia fulniinis, 
Centum repoili navibus, improbos 

Galloset audaces Iberos, 
. Civibus.haud nocitura, ·frangat. 

, 

Idibus Mar/iii,. 
MD~CLixx~" .' 

... 
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DANS~LAQ.YELLE EST COMPRlS 

, -
L'EXAMEN 

DE SA TRADUCTION DES LIVRES 
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ATTRIBUES A 

ZO-R 0.21 S T R E. 

~ Beatus Fannius ultr~ 
Delatis capfis, et imagine. -HOR. 



LETTRE 

MONSIEUR A ••• DU p •••• 

N E foy~z point' furpris, Monfieur, de recevoir cette lettre d'un in­
COllnu, qui aiine Ies vrais talens, et qui fait apprecier Ies votres~ 

Souffrez q~'PJl_ V(l~S feJicite de vosheureufes d~c9uvertes. Vous 
avez fouvent prodigue votre precieufe vie; vous avez franchi des mers 

'orageufes, des montagnes remplies de tigres; vous avei fietri votre 

teint, ,'que VP'\ls oQus clites, avec autant d.'elegance qu<: de ,modeftie, 
-avoir ete compof~ tie lis,lt de rifes; vous avez effuye d~s maux encore 
plus cruels;, et tQut ~la uniquement pour Ie bien de la litterature, et 
de'ceux qui ont Ie rare,bonheur de vous reffembler. ' 

Vous ave~ '~ppr.i~ ,de'Ux ,langues anciennes, que I'~,urope enti~re ig­
IlOtait * i vous ~ve~ rap porte en France le fruit de vos travaux, les 

livres du _c:el~bre' Zproafi!e f, vous aVe~ charro~ ,Ie public par votre 
,agreable, traduttiPfl de ce~ ouvrage; et, vous avez atteint Ie c6mble de 

votre, ambition.ou phnQ~ l'objet de vos ardens d6urs; VOllS ~tes Mem:' 
bre de l' Academi~ de$ l~fcriptions. 

itC;c D'eft point par affcC\ation qu'on fuit ici l'orthographe dC M. de Voltaire. Ce grand 6criyai~ 
Clui a rendu tant de fervicc A fa langue, a certainement raifOD. lorfqu'il dit f"·'. tIoit lcrirr tl1II1II#" 

,ar/" 1/IIIM/4 f,,'011 ", rbDfllllll' trDJ ltifa,gt, "f,,'I,tm4 ,r2/.d{1I;1 .. St. Fran~ois. il_ .","/. It _:flingtil!' 
", Fran~ais. . - , 
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Nous \refpeCl:ons, comme no'us Ie de.'vOlls, cettc. illufire et {avante 
Academie: mais vousmeritez, ce nous. fenlble. un titre plus diftingue. 

Chrifrophe ,Colomb n~decouvrit qu·un nouveau monde, rempli de 
betes, feioces,d'hommes phis feroces qU'elles, et de quelques mi~es de 
ce metaljaune, que ,vous avez prudemment neglige,: mais pour vous, 
,Monfieur, ~ous avez cherche une nouvelle religion, laiIfant aux hommes 

. 'oififs Ie foin de cultiver la leur. Les faints peres devotre' chere patrie' 
n~ont jamais affronte tant de p~riIs, pour avancer Ie vrai culte, que vous 
en avez effuye p~ur decouvrir Ie faux. 

Plus -g~ali~l voyageur que Cadmus,. vous' a~ez rapporte~." co~rne lui:. 
de nouveaux caraCteres, et de nouveaux dieux. N ous difons de nOU'lJtlluJC: 
. I " , 

Jieux, c~'r~ vous' !I·~vez'pas' oub,lie, Monfieur,celul que 'vaus: vQI!tes dans 
une pagode pr~S 'de'Keneri. 

, . 
A pariet franche'ment, on .doit vous falre po~r Ie 'moins l"Archimage-. 

~u grand"preve des Guebres, d'autant plus. que,:'dansce nouveau· pofie,. 
VOllS auriez'roccafion de mettre un"pe~(piuS' defeu danS vos;eerits. ':., ; 

Voyageur, Sav~nt, Antiquaire, H:eros, Li!lellfJIe, queTs titres Ile 

meritez-vouspas? 'On 'fe' 'contente 'de vous offrii; 'celuiqu'Hotace 
I' . _.' • 

donmiit a Fannius ~a~$ ;l'epigrapbede cette lettre, ·que vous a'Vez .Iue,. 
fans peut-etre vous doutet de 'la jufteffe' de l'application. ,Comme lui, 
vous vous applaudiffez fans mefniej, VOl1S v-oil3i /Jell/US': --votis avez 
depafe vos manufcrits' a la bipiiotbeque !Oyale j voila . Jeui/u . (Opfo; 
fans y etre'invite;: voila u/tI'O: et"pou[ I'eoore Ia comparifon plC6 
jufte, vous IlOUS. donnez. fouvent votre portrait l imoginem) duquel vouS: 
paraiffez fort epris. Mais Fannius etait Poete, et par malheur il s'en 
{aut de beaucoupt· a la fiBion pres, que vous.le. foyez. . ' 

Vous , 
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VOU$ avez_certainement de plus. hautes pretentions; facri6er a\J bien 
pub1:ic.1es:dons Ies plusbrillansde Ia nature eft toUte autre chofe que de 
cueillir quelques 'Iauriers fur Ie Parnalfe; et vous ne nous lai!fez point 
ignorer ces facri6ces~ Dans votre' premic;:r volume, a. la vingtieme 
page *, vous nous .contezce que vous foufFrhes pour" fimpertiizence 

"d'unjeune homme 6ienfoit, Ft d'un~ tr~s-joliejigure, dont fair dldaigneuJ{ 

".a'(Jait. indign/ lei pa./fogers; ill engag~reizt, dites-vous, deux mate/otl 4 
." Ie plonger dans la mer., loifqu'ils. Ie pfJrleraient .4.terre en /ortantde lIZ 

" daloupe; ce qui etoit tres ... {ocialO- On ex/cuta cette comm!lJion obli­
'e geante;, mail, par uhe erreur dont '(Jous futes La ":'itlime, et don,t vous 
Ie n'etiez pas trop fiche, fin '(Jous prit pour Ie "eaudamoifeau, et,en '(JOUS 

,n 'tendilfor Ie flble, dans un endroil ou. il , avail '1uatrepietll J'eau. 
u rous jutes Ie premier a rire de lIZ mlprift; .. et avec grande rairoD, 
puifqu"elledevaitvous fervir a conftaterles .charmes que vous pofIMiez 
avant votre )aborieux pelerinage. 

" "Oh! vous avez eu raif~n de nous faire part (Ie' cette anecdote: it 
,iqlport e tres-fort,. aceux qui veulent s'infrruire des lois de la Perfe, de 
favoir, qu'au. mois de Jui~ 1755 vous. rdrembliez a un petit-maitre 
amoureux -de foi-meme.· 

Nous .citerons un autre p3:ffage dans vos, propres paroles: auffi 
.modefres que bien chofies. c, L'-oOjet, dites-vous, 'lui m' amenait dans 

CllInde, parut en lui-mime ~eau •. mai,. peuimportant jet • .Ii fan mejit lIZ 
" grace de ne me pas regarder comme ,un joli iinpojleur, '1uis'ltait firv; de 
cc ,cepr/texte pour '(Jenir dans ceit~ cont;'le tenter fortune, on crut d'un 

.~" autre e6t!4ue.1emlme coup defilet7, '1uifiraitdifparaitre les rojhde man' 

u feint, di!JiP~rfl~~ mes preo:ieres idle~." 

• II- On, ae citen plus les, pages de ce livre. qui ne reI'! Ill' de perfonne. 

On 
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On igQ.ore, MOllfieur, ceque ron' pouvait penfer a: Pondicheri. fur la: 
beaute,ou fur l'importance d~ I'objet qui vous y amenait, mais on. peut 
'vous 'affurer, q~~ell Europe on ne vous prend pas au moins pour unjoli 
impofieur. 

Permettei maintenant, Monfieut" qq'on.vous (fife ferieufement ce 
que des- gens de lettres. penfent 'de 'VotTe entreprife, de' vos voyages, de! 
'Vos trois ,gros 'Volumes, et' de ,votre favmr' que vous'Vantez avec fi pelS 
·de referve~Dans Ie CqUTS de cet exaineu,'on ric pourra s'cmpecher-de 

faire quelques refl~x:i6ns fUF la manihe ~ont vous en u(ez ~ la fin d~ 
'\lotre dif90urs prelimimlire, 'avec teu.,x, qui meritent votre re(petl et 

'votte reeonnaHran.ee. 

On doit 'wmer Ie vrai favoir: mais toutes 'Chofes'ne Talent pas la 
peine d'~tre fues. 11 eft inconeevable que dans unfiecle, oU t()U~ Ies arts 

fe perfeCtionnent, ~t toutes'les feiences s'epurent, ce qu'on appeUe la lit­
'terature en general, 'foit, parfaute de .choix, prefque barbare. On fait 
la profo:ndeur des mers, 'on fait les lois, et '~ 'march~ de 'ta natnre,on 

,-fait ce qui fe 'patre dans toutes Ies parties. :du.monde habitable; et on 

ignore combieI.l de choles ~n ne doit pas favoir. 

Soccate difait, en voyant l'etalage d'un bijoutier, "De combien de 
c~ c~ofes je n'ai pas befoin !n 011 peut de . meme S7 eerier .en contem­
plant,les ouvrages de nos erudits, Combien de'connaiffances it m'importe 
peu d'aequ~rir ! . . 

Si'vous aviez fait cette derniere reflexion.vous n·auriez pas affrontE 
la mort pour nous procurer des lumieres illutiles • 

. 
.. La curjofit~ -du publicet 'des .favansau fujet de Zoroafire ce1l"a des 

'lu'on eut vu quelques lambeaux de fes pret~ndus 'ouvragcs dans Ie. 
~ Saddar, 
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/ Saddar, et dans d'autres "lines, ecrits en Perfan par des Mages qui 
etaient a1fureme~t plus a portee de les {aire connaitre qu'un Europeen 
IJII teint de roft. 

On-poffedait deja plufieurstraites attribues a.Zerdutht ouZeratu1],t,· 
traduits en Penan mooerne; de pretendues conferences de ,ce legifla-­
teur, avec O.rmuzd~. des prieres •. des dogmes. des lois religieufes. 
Q..uelques (avans, qui ont lu. ,ces trad\lcuons. nousoQt' affure que le~ 
originaux etaient de la plus haute' antiquite, 'parce -qu'ils renfermaient 
beaocQup' ,de' platitQdes,. de· Mvues; -et de, contradictions: mais nous 
avon.s:,eonc1u par Ie,S ,m~ines. raifons •. qu'ils .etaie~t,tres-tnoaernes. 011 

bien: qu'il~' :ri'etaiellt'pas' -d:'un :hqmme d'efpHt. et' d'un pbilofophe, tel 
que: Zoroatlre .eftpeint. par'nos', hifrorien~ , 'Yotre h,ouvelle traduCtion, 
Monfieur, nous confirme dans ce-jugement..:, ~tout ltrc011eO'eces'Guebres 

. 9 
aurait beau nous faJfurer; nous ne croirons jamais que Ie, charlatan Ie 
moins.:habile·aitpu Ccrireles~~ifes dont vos deux derniers volumes 
!qnt.remplis. ;', •. , . '" . 
. , , ' . !, l' 

.. Maia iuppofansy 'pouri wi ;lliom~nt,: . que c;e re~eiIde gallmatias con­

tienne reellement les loisd 4 religion de,allcie~s ~erfes ;.etait-cela 
pei~e d'aller fi loin pour nous ep. inftruire? Croyez-nous, MonGeur, 
.vous auriez mi~ux fait de vous ~n tenir a' vos belles ·lois feodales, et a 
':votre, religion Roroaine, .. qu'apparemment ·vous cheri1fez. Vo~auriez 
'P'q ~tre un grand 'A vocat, . fi \'Ous parlez auffi bien que vous ecrivez; 
o()u un.excelle~t fcholafrique, avec tant foit peu plus d'orgueiL 

.Nous dirons meme, et nous 1e. dirons hardiment, que.. s'il ctait 
-poffible de recouvrer tous )eslivres de Lycurgue, de Zaleucus. de Cha-

. . 
'"fond as et 1i'ils ne contenaient rien de nouveau et d'intereffant, leur . , . 

. antiquit.e De les ferait pas valoir; 'ils De fervirj1ient· qu'a fatisfaire la 
ridicule curioGt~ de quelques faineans, etn'influeraient nullemellt au 

bonheut 
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bonheur aes·homines,:lequel Qoit, '{an~ ,contredit~ etre Ie but de'la ·v6.: 
. ritabk litterattire. ( .: . . . 

Daignez.vous rappeler Ie parrage fuivant dans un des opufcules de 
~ •. de Volt~ire; quoi qu'en .general nous n'aimi90s, l>as les citations, 
OQUS faifonsgloire d'adopter les penfees de, cetillufire ecrivain, l'htm ... 
l)e\lr de Ja Fran.co: Enfin, ~it-il, Jans.Ct recuei/ a/cent /lJTtes DU prl-. 

.ceptes tir/J. au livre ae ZefJ'le;.·et ou font:apporte mime lei propres paro/el 
a~ranc.ie1,l?oroajlre,fjuels:a~¢)Oirs -mor,aux/ont-i/s preferits1 Ce/u; a'/Jimer. 
t/eflcourir fin pere et fo mere, de faire I' aumoneaux pau'lires, de nt jama;J 
manfjuer'lJ fo patole, ae s' abjlcTjir ·~uant:l an,. !ft. Jans /eaoute fi I ac1ionfju' O~ 
'f)a,faire;jJ jujle ou non.' " Malheur: au pays qui fe 'trouveoblige de faire. 
chercher.ces preceptes da.ns la ZonebrulanteI: etd'~illeurs trouve:.t-on 
ri,en d'auffi fenfe dans vos.trois .in fjuarto 1 . 

. i . ~ : 

Si ces caifonnemens, ..MonGeur, ne portent pas ,ahfoluIrient:~ faux,_ 
i1 en refulte que votr& obj~t n'etait ni 6eau ni important; que l'Europc 
eclairee n'avoit" nul befoiJl de votre Zende Vafra; que vous l'avez tra .. 
duit it, :plJce.perte; et ql1~ vous· avez prodigueiinut\lement pendant dix­
llUit anSUll temps qui'dc:'vait VOUS etrc.precieu.L .. 

. . 
. Mais direz';v9us, u j'~i vpulu .apptendre .d.eux langues anciennes, 

".q~~aucun EuroBeen ~'a'fuesayant moio" '~elle-petitegloire que,Ac 
{avoir c~ que perfonne ne' fait, et n'a que faire de favoir! on ne veut pas 
cependant vous priver d~ cette gloire: perfonne ne vous la difputera. 
au veut r;neme croite 9.u~ vous.avez dans latete plus de mots Zendes, 
.c·efi-~ .. di~e, p1us.~ ,~ots,d\lrs, tr~1nans, barbares,' que, tous .les {avans 
:de.\rEurop~ >N:~ favez-vouspas que les languc::s ~'ont aucune valeu,r 
.iIlt~i':l5eq':le? et qu'un erudit ~ p()Ur~ait . favoi! parcreur; JOUS les di8:ion-
!1a~res q":li ont. jamai~: ~te c,ompiIes" et· rpurrait bie~ n'etI:c a la fin dIJ 
. compte qu.e Ie plus. ignorant d~s mortels ? . . ,,' . 

n·ailleurs, 
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. D'ailleurs, ctes-vOlts bien rurquevous pofiedez les anciennes langues 
d<! la Perfe? Ign()re~-VOUi qU'une langue ne faurait ctre comprife.dans 
Un feul ouvrage? ~e tel homme qui lirait affez couramment Ies -livres de 
Mo·ife ell Hebreu, avec Ie fecours d'un)uif, ne comprendrait riendans Ie 
Cantique des Cantiques fans ce fecours; et quand illecomprendrait, it .... 
n'en ferait. paspl~s avance pour l'intelligence des fables de Sandabar. 
ecrites'dans Ie meme dialelte? On ne pof~e une'Jangueque Iorfqu'on 
a ·Iu un Dombre infini de livres ecrits. dans cet idiome. Cell: pour .. 
quai on n'aurait· jamais fu l'Hebreu fans la langue Arabe, ou prefque 
toutes fes racines fe font confervees. Par Ia mcme raifoD on ne faura 
jamais, ne 'vous en deplair~ les anciens. diaIefles de Ia Perfe, ,tandis 
qu'ils n'exifrent que dans Ies prete~dus livres de Zoroaftie, qui q'ailleurs 
font remplis de repetitions inutiles. 

.... Mais,~..direz':~ous, cc ~e {oup<;onne-t-on d'avoir voulu t!:ompcr Ie 
.. publi,cr", 'Non, Monfieur,' on neJltpas ceia. VOU'lvousetes trompe 
vQus..-iDeme;·-,Il etait j pomble d'app,rendre leI 'carac9:eres Zendes.fans 
fortir de .rEurope ; · iI·· etait·· facile de traduire en· Fran<;ais ce . que .Ie . re~ 
'y~iend DoCletlrDarab, vObs dia.~ .en Perfan .moderne~, en; Ie' compre. 
nant~ peut-etre, tres-pe~ lui-meme: m:usc 'vous; copiez ce .ridicule 
Phebus. vous apprenez quelques centaines de beaux mots Zendiques; 
et.a votre: retour en France 'vousvous donnez comme Ie premier qui 
'ait {u ia la~·gue.'deDarlus Hyfrafpes, ,et Ie fcul qui fe foit avi{e d'e.crire 
for liz Perje, et fur r lntk. ' 
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,Vous ~araifi'ez {entir vous-meme Ie m6rite ~e ,"otre Jffcourl prOimi­
nave. ". C'eft tinhors.:d'reuvre, dites~vous. ,que je puis avoir tornie 
" rifquer." , Eh! pourquoi done 'en impO(tuller Ie public 1, Un auteur 
a'beau s'6cctifer fur iesdefauts d·un ouvrage qu'il aurait qU corriger -
ou jeter au feu: tnaispour vous, Monfieur,u YOUS avez manque ~ 
vous {aire cettejuftice, on doit vous pardonner; .vous avez, peut-etre.' 
craint de p~ofaner l'elernent facre ,dont vo,US vous dec1arez r Apotr~ 

. On loudait meme vo~e piete, fi votre rhapfodie, eJait d'une longueu( 
raifonnable ;' rna is eft-elle une reparation ,fuffifante pour ceOle qui ont 
entrepris la tache de lire plus. de .ciriq cents pagelide details puerils. 
de ·defc,ri ptiollS degou tall~s, J de; nlot$; bal~~s.' ,~t' dt:; fatiresauffi inj uftes 
que ~ofiieresJ - .' 

VOUS direz,fa_ns doute, que vous n'avez employe que dix,.huit ans 

a; no~s 'compilerce fathls, 'qui nous f~it :ba.;.ner~ ~~rn9p.s ~~14ignt? ~.F.~aque 
page. So\iffrez.'qu'ace .proposod. Vou~· r~~e :u.Q:b?~,~ot'du '~9~te 
de Rochefier "que M.-,Dryden' rapport'e dans: .fo~ /ar'tlll).le eptr:(la Polji, 
tt /11 pein/..ure J uq peefe.! l>ada.ri.t aJ c~ ,.Seign~l,lr: de' i f~ !rag&;Jje, ',dit. f1!'i/ 
,n'a'lJait mur que tr.ou, fimainu.~a JIl tQmpojer; COfl111Zf.J'It ~4i~ql!.,.;(epoIl4it ... il, 
1 aWZ"'lJaul miifi.long.,ttmpi 1 .. 

.: "; . ' 

Vous vous.iouvenez,-.pcr~t-~tre, .du proverb~ ,cit~ par M. de Voltaire 
~ans fa 'lettre au' chapelain c;lu,;:oi,..de Suede, ;1'dutes 'D/rith '!~ font IllS 
"annes a dire. Permettez qu'on yajoute c;eue.max~e:' C~ui.qui.' pre­
tend ainufer ou jnftruire Ie public, doit Ie refpecter trop pour rinipor­
tuner de. toutes fe~ petitelfes." ,ct ne. doit lui .prefenter que; ~es ch9fes 

,:eprireep 'et fri6es: panni, toutes fea ,~~)lln,aiIfances: " ' . 

. ., 
11 femble, a..Ia verite, q~.~ 'c~~~e .!:naxime n'~fi ,pas ge~6ralement 

~d.~ptee ;ca~' des qU'un ~olier ~"al1?-~{fe quelqueS; ~ lieux . c.omr:n~ns 
plioyables, it Uche aufiitot Ies eclufes de fo~ gr:and favoir fur Ie publi~~ 

qUI 
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qui ,'teo trouve ~'pr~fent inonde: et a la honte du fiecle ces niaiCeries 
trouvent quelquefois des Ietl:eurs. Viola Je bien qu'a produit Ie bel 
3rt de I'imprimerie! Tout ceci ne vous regarde pas. II importe beau­
coup l la litterature de. Cavoir combien de fois vous avez pris l'ip'c. 
kekuanba, etd es apozeines; combien de fois vous avez eu 1a fievre, Ia 
colique, les dartres: il ell: de la plus grande con(equence de voir la lifte 
4e tousles village, Indieus ou vous avez paff6 et d'avoir Ie detail de 
toutes vos que relIes. 

U Ii Jea-eur 6claire Cera fans doute charme de fav:oir que dans la pagod~ 
,d'llouta " II gauche et. cQntinuant par la draite, on operffJit Moha Deo, et 
U (lIJ-dd/OU$ de (e Dieu, Roona et neuf defis tltes outour du Lingam, que 
" Ie .4euxieme ias-relief prlflnti Maha Deo, Par6ati, et au-deJfous Its 

" BT:aP1I1es de Rdon~; Ie trof/iime Maha Deo, Par6ati, Pend; (ou ~ando) 
."·,"au .. d~/fous,un. 6auf; Ie quatrieme, les mlmeJjigures; Ie cinquieme, un 
cC,Brahmt; lejixieme, Maha Deo, et Par"oti; ·Ie fiptieme, Banguira; Ie 
cc huitieme,' Moha Deil, et Parbat;; Ie neuvieme, Its m'emes figures avec un 

"6ceuf; Ie dixieme, la mIme chofi; Ie onzieme, Rajah Bal; Ie douzieme, 

.. Maha Deo,. Par/;at;, et·un'lJoleur..; II treizieme,', Ram etfoftmme Galt­

"gam; Ie '1uatorzie,ne, St:hiddtdji et fo femme; Ie qIJinzitme, Djakodji 

" ~f fa femme; le,fiiziem!, Maha Deo, Parbati, et UI1 "'fuf; ·Ie dix-fipt­
cc ;em(, &adji; Ie dix-huilieme, Narchiotar -dans un . Kambour; Ie dix­

:,,' neuv;eme •. 'l'ou/ladjh Ie viI1gtientE. Manioudji; Ie vingt-unieme Satvadji; 
''If'lJingt-Jeuxifme • . LatchimanlZ; Ie 'V1"ngt-troiJieme, DQndi; Ie vingt­

" quatr-i'(me, Mal/art"; Ie 'lJingt-cinquieme, Bonhi; ie vingt-fixieme, 'Iche­
"menandji; Ie vingt-fiptieme, Makoundji; Ie vl"ngt-huitieme, Morodji; Ie 

"1)ingt-neU1J;eme Nem6adji,. a quatre !rt!s; Ie trentume; Drmdi, et fo 
cc femme a .fjflatre ural; . Ie trent,~uTJieme Schamdji, vokur, '1u; a quatre 
~, bras~·et a glluchefoJemme; Ie trente-deuxieme, A1UJndji, Bibi (femme); 

cc 'Ie trente-troijiem~. Goupa'" J Ie trente-quatrieme, ManlJukDU a '{ualre 
" bras, attache a un piller; Ie trente:,;nqulemt', Anand./i, avec un 'IJ!foge.. de 

4 G . " tiure, VOL. IV. 0 
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. ",tigre; t(c'lJora.nt' Kepaldji., etauque! Dn tire leI entrllillesdu 'Ventre J Ie 

. ,14,trente-}ixieme, RamJedj couch!.;- Ie trente.:fep,tieme, Gurigoorden; a quatre 
"bras,; Ie :trente-/;uitieme, BaJell Raja/; a jix.bras i letrente-neu'lJ;eme, 
~~; Krefoedji (ou Keefc/;tnedji) a quatre bra!, couc/;I for Garour; Ie quarant. 
'.'ieme, Yifc/;nou qui a'lJale unefimme. Ie 'luarante~uniemet 'l'coendoupala a 
" quatre bras" marc/;an! for Matc/Jell; Ie. 'luarante-,deuxieme, GoindrJs, a 
~, quatre, bras, appuyl for une dPece de Irone,; . Ie 'luarante-troflieme~ .Ana .. 
H pouma, Bibi." • 

v oiUl a peu pres Ie Iangage de votre agnSable difcourspreliminaire. 
Ce ne {ontla.,direz-vous: que des fables Indlennes; mais fied·i1 a un 
homme ne -dans ce fiecle de s"infatuer des fable~ Indiennes iCe n'eR: 
point aillfi' que I¢ Chevalier Chardin ecrivit Ie voyage de Perfe, ni M! 
Bernier' celui' de Cachemir: ils ecrivirent tous· deux avec 'autant de 
.purete .que de gout.. Un voyageur doit pr<;>fiter de ees 'il1uftres exem ... 
p1es ;la beautl de fOIl tein.!,' et eet air de douce~r.dont vous· parlez, ne 
·Iuifervirontderieu .. s'il ne met. pas uo peu de gr4ces dans fes ecrits. 

~eIquefois, a Ia ;vedte, it vo~s prend, .envie 'de plaifanter.. " On 
vous·tit chanter Ie Credo ell faux-bourdon, et 'vous infinuez,: qU'etallt 
Fran~ais, vous ~tiez pris ,pour muficien. Tranqriillifez-vous, Mon­
lieur; on ne fait pas. au Jufie ce qu'en penfent les pretres Indiens, mais 
onvous alrureque, fi vous reve;riez en Angleterre, ;on nevous fera pas 
chanter~· Les Anglais connaiifent tr~p bien la melodie de votre nation. 
muficale •. 

]ufqu'ici, ·Mori1ieur, nous ll'avons ·d'autre plainte 'envers vous, que 
celIe de riousavoir·eIldorniis ;"ce qui n'eft pas certainement un crime 
en, foi-meme: quant' a'ceux q~i. craignelit cesvapeurs foporifiques, it 
leur efifacile bu dene pasJire un livre qui lesdonne, ou tie l'oublier; 
Ie remMe eft aufiinaturel que la precaution eft bonne •. 

OD. 
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On ne dira rien ici de votre ftyle dur, bas, inelegant, fouvent am .. 
poute, rarementcooforme au fujet, et jamais agreable. Il eft. permis. 
peut-~tre, ~ un voyageur dJe~rire un peu a Ja Perfane; mais apres Ie 
fiecle de Bolfuet et de Fenelon, et dans.celui de M. de Voltaire et de 
M. d'AIembert, un Fran~ais doitau moins ecrire avec purete dans fa 
langue natui'elle; et furement un membre de l'Academie des Belles­
Iettres. doit.:avoit. hontequ'un etranger lui reproche Ies defauts de {on. 

fiyle.. On vpit bien.que vous n'etes pas de rAcademie Fran'jaife • 

. N ous aUTons plus a dire fut Ia fin de votre difcours. Vous recou-­
rUtes, MoD.fieur; aux' Ahglais J itS :vous protege rent contre votre, nation; 

vous rev1ntes. en Europe dans Ul1 de leurs vaiffeaux; vous abordates en 

Angleterre dans un temps de gll;erre; Ies hommes les plus diftingu~s du 
royaume s'emprefserent de vous rendre fervice; vous aUates a Oxford; 

on vousy re~utavec· Ia meme politeffe: d'o'll vient done que YOUS re­
gardatesd\m reil fi malin une nation que rEurope entiere refpeCle, et 
qu'elle. refpeClera? QueUe punition votre Zoroaftre ordonne-t-il pour 

les. ingrats ? Combiett d'urine de biEuf font-ils obliges d~avaler? On 
vous confeille, Monfieur, de prendre une dofe de cette fainte et puri­

fiante l~queur •. 

}lour epargner Ie leCleur, 011 ne relevera point l'indignite avec laquellc 
vous parlez d'un refpettable. ~ftfonome qui vous fit l'honneur de vous 
vifiter a St. Helene. Votre baffe et degoG.tante plaifanteriea {on .fujet 
eft-elle d'un ton a s~llier avec celui du tradu8:eur .du Pazend-?- VOll'S 
ajoutez "'Voila In Franfois." C'eft infulter, Monfieur, a votre iIluftrc 
nation que de leur imputei pes mreurs, qui pe feraient pas digncs des 
fa~vages du Cap de Bonne Efperance. Nous connaiffons des Fran~ais 
de diftin8:ion, avec lefquels vous n'etes pas, ce .110US femble, tr~s-lie. 
qui feraient indigoes d\ln pareil proc~dl: it regard du plus va de leurs 

valfaux. 
Non, 
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- Non, ¥onfieur, vous ne nous J>erfuade.rez jamais que c'eO: votre 

c1ifDat que vous dOllne la petitdfe d'efprit, et Ia bafi"e!re du cceur. Ni 
par ~ot,e belle exclamation fur vas compatriotes, ~i par vos inveCtives· 

contre les n&tres, vous ne parviendrez au but de la Satire, qui ell: d'etre. 
cru.e, et de porter coup.> La fociete.des Fran~is bien nes.bien cleves 

fera fure et agreablequoique 1a votre fait infipide etdangereufc; .et nos. 
gens ae ,m~rite ne ce!reraient pas d'etre efrimables,' .qu.and memc taus.. 

les fats prUa.rriptueux: de la terrecompt~raientJes verres de yin qu'il~ 
, boivent. 

En. efi"et,comment traiter un foi-9ifantlitterateur que s'eff"orcc de 
tourner en' ridicule des perfonnes" .dont il n'a. re~ que des ·marques de 

bienveillance ? ~el titre faut-il .donner acelui qui re~ojt .des ra .. 
fraichiffemenschez ~des favans i1luftres~ ne fru~ce que ~u 'the, et qui 

les. calomni~ fans· provocation des qu,'il les. a quittes,. qui viole- Ies . 
lois de rhofpitalite, lois fi'religieufement' obfervees . panni les, Orien .. 

taux, qui deihonore, nous ne difons pas Ie titre.'.de favant. mais celui 
d'homme ~ • ' . 

Nous avons" Montieur ~ l'honneu,r de con.nattre 'Ie 'DoCieur Hunt,' et 
.nous faifons gloire de Ie refpe8:er. Il eA:: incapable de_tromper :qui que 

, - I . , 

ce foit; 1/ ne .vatu 0 Jamaii dit,il n·a. 'puvous dire, ,qu·il entendalt les 

, lal1gues, an~iennes de la '1~erfe... 11 eft perfuade,. ,auffi bien que nous,. 

q\.l~ perfomie ne les fait, et 'ne·les {aura jamais,. atnoins qU·Oll ne re': 

couvre toutes les. hifi:oire~,. les poemes,. 'et les ouvrages de religion,.: 'que-' 

Ie Calife Omar,. et f~s generauxchercherent a detruire avec tant 

c:i·acharnemeni:; ce qui rend' inutile' 'fa peine de courir Ie monde aUK 
(Mpens de l'edat d'un vffogijleuri: . I] ne regrette pas a la verit~ foa 
igll0rahce de ces'hingues:; iI'ep.eft alfez didomma'ge par fa rarecon~ 
naiifance du Perfall 'mOderue; la langu.e des Sadi~ des Cacben,. des 

. N ezami,., dans lea,livr.ea defquels on ne trouve ni Ie BaIfo~. ni Ie> Lrn­
~ gam,. 
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gam, lli des obfervances ridicules,'nj des idees fantafriques. mais' beau­
coup de reflexioris piquantes contre ringrati~de et l~ fau(fete. 

Vous n'avezqu'a vous louerde la politetre de cet hommeefiimable. 
~iDfi que de celIe du c:ele.bre Antiquaire. auquel vous vous etes adreUe. 
et ave~ lequel vous en.ufez fi poliment. Ses recherches rilr rhifioire. 
er fur l'antiquite·ont.re~u uneapprobation glmerale. Vous fied.il apres' 
<;ela.de prodiguer VQS pretendues failliesFran<;aifes au fujetle fa figure? 
Majs, on peQt ~out attendre "un leint de rrfes: il eft pour Ie moins aufii 
dangereux que Ie petit llez l'etrouffe I dans Ie conte de M •. Marmontel.· 
Le nombre des hommes. que l' on plonge· dans la 'flier it caufe de leur '6tautl 
n'eft pas bien conlid~rable en Europe; comment pou:vez-vous, Monfieur, 
fupporter toutes les chetives phyfionomies qui vous entourent?' 

\. .. 
Vous faites r eloge d.c M .. Stanley: c' ef} Ie moins que VOllS lui deviez.; 

il vous~ a rendu des fervices plus efi'entiels que ne Ie· font vos louanges~ 
Voils el1parlez comme d'un homme de goat, er vous avez raifoll •. Ne 
perdrait-t-il. pas dans votre opinion,. comme furement vous perdnez 
dans la nenne, s"il avait Iu votre' traduction l ;Nous foubaitons pout' 
l'amour de lui qu9il.· ne 1a life jamais. 

On ne prena~a pas lapeine de relever toutes lelerreurs dont vntre 
recit fourmille; ~ais on fe croit oblige de vous reprendre fur quelques­
Ul1es.auxquelles ceux qui n'ont pas encore ··lu votre Zende Vafia , 
pourraic:nt ajo~teE foi trop Iegerement. 

r ,EII.Angie~err~, ,dites-vous,. Ie ti/r.e·Je. Do&1e1l1', Jo1inl,a foUl k~ jiz1Janl, 

In/ait.Ul1.corpr a·parl, ,mil foutu .. pldantff1M de 11&0/e. L4 plupart 
ti.ftdelll a Oxford et..li.Cam!JriJg~,'Ui/leJ, dont filirj' a un mille a III ,-onde, 

.ftm/;le ill1pdgnJ de Q~e(" d~:Latin~.It·d' H'''reu .. , :: . 
.. . 0:" U 

-' ~ ~ J "; _ L _ I .; - ~ . 

Pouvez-



598 LETfREA MONSIEUR A·" DU p.*n. 

- Pouve~.;.vous ctoire{erieulerncntj l\fonfieur,qu'on ne faurait. ~trc 
" "\' , . 
favant ell Angletetrf: fans etie doE/eur, et que ce titre eft donne II ious 
les hommrs 4e lettres tcomme fi l' on prenait des degres en litterature • 
comme',fi Ull rbinifire, Ull officier, un membre du parlement, unjurif­
confulte, qui doit tout favoir, etaiellfobliges de refierdims l"ignorancc 
a moins qu'ils ne priffent Ie .bonnet! Pouvez-vous ignorer que les nobles, 
)es horrimes d'etat, les gell'eraux,~lesillterpretesd~s lois de tette nation, 
,fe glorifient d'avoir etc cleves dans l~une' ou l'autre tle ces Univedites? , 
qu'on y e~udie les fciences, Ies beaux arts,les lois eivil~s et municipales, 
qui 'valent poutle 'moins celles des Guebres? et fi l'on n'a pas honte d'y 
lire lesbeaux ouvrages des a!lciens; c'eft 'avec. uil efprit bien different 
de celui dont' vous avez'lu Ies pretendues ~ois -d'un prete'ndu 1egiflateur. 

. ' ':" 
Eft-il'pennis~ apresavoir publie troilfvolumes' d'inepties,d'appliquer 

Ie' beau nom de ped~ns a ceuxqui fe fOllt ,donne. tant de' peilie i "m~ 
plifier, a epurer la litterature? ' .:.~, 

, -- •• :r . • ,.. .. 

Eft-il permis ~Ull homme, dont leCeul merite, 'feloll fon propre aveu~ 
eft. de Cavoir par cceur' qUelques milliers de plots Zendiques etPehleva­
niques, de parler avec mcpris des langue's Grecque et Romaine, que Ies. 
Defpreau~, les Racines" les -Boifuets fe gl<?rifiaient de favoir, et dont 
ils·tiraientle fOlld de leurs- immorte1s ouvrages? 

Cethomme extraordillaire, .quia con'tinue pendant foixante annees­
a cultiver les lett res" et ales enrichir, ne fait pas fcrupule de dire dans fa.' 
lettre ecrite, il ya quatre ans, a M: d'Olive,t, 'que Ie Gree et Ie Lotinfont 
Ii toutes In autre's languu, du monde ce '1ti~ Ie jeu d' 'e/Jeel eJI au jeu tie damu, 
et ee '1u'une belle Janfl·ejJauTU d{mlll'Cbt ortiinairl • . Michel Cervantes;. 
\lum grand ecrivain qfi'bomme ;d'efpr1t~ en.: dit ,3. peu prcs"la 'meme' 
chofe, 'et les appelle les reineJ pel/anguls. Ce 11'~a pas a came de l~ur 
beaute, de leur mcHodie, de leur' energie, que ces auteurs ont loue les 

, -anciens 
.. ,. 
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,anciens idiomes de Grece et 4'Italie; c"el1: qu'its etaient ceu:!: de Pindare, 
~t, d'Horace, de. Sapho,.. et de; CatulJe, de Demofihene, et de Ciceron. 
On fent bien, pourtoutes ces raifons, que ces langues ne font pas les 
vatres. Mais fouvenez~vousde cet axiome: decrier ce qu'on ignore, 
et par~e,qu'ol1 l'ignore, c'eO: Ie partage des fats. 

Daignez auffi -vous 'reffouvenir,_ quand vous parlez ,de Ia litterature " 
des Anglais, que, fi les mots collige et Icolier, font equivoques dans 
votre, langue, ils prec~ntent un fens tres~different, dans la leur de celui 
que vpus leur donn~z. Dansce fens leurs U niverfites ne font pas 
compofees decolllge~ et d:lcoliers, cc;>mme vous Ie dites; ma~sJa nobleffe 
Anglaife, apres avoir appris les langues et Ies tHemens des fciences aux 

, colleges, paffent a lUni'lJctjiil trois oU,quatre de leurs plus beaux ans 

pour ,a'ppro~l~dir ce qu~ils' ont deja ,efHeur~, .~vallt que ~e viGter les 
~ays etrangers,oude bnlle,r dans la cour plemere de la natIon. 

,," 

Saehez; ManGeur, quel'Univerfite que vous decriv'ez, etdont vous 
n'avez p~~ la moindre idee, jouit d'un privilege que n'ont pas vos Aca­
demi~s. ,C'ea celui qui difiingue l'homme libre, de l'homme qui ne 
l'eft pas'; celui de faire fespropres I~is dans la grande affembIee du 
royaume. Elle choifit- fes reprefentans parmi ceux qui ont Ie plus de 
talent et de vertu. Elle ,noeft pas, cQmme o~ f~it, ,Ie feul corps poli­
iique -de l' Angleterre qui jouiIfe de ce beau ,privileg~; mais elle fait 
pl~s: e11e, n'en abufe point. La .moindr'e,recommendation dela part 
du minifiere ; _la moindre cabale ~e Iii part du, candidat fuffirait pour Ie 
faire rejeter. A-t-il des talens, q'e Ia vertu? 11 peut efperer d'atteindre 

'a cette haute dignite. N'en a-~--j(point? II ne l'atteindra jamais. 
Tandis que l'Univerfite d'Oxford prUer:vera ce droit precieux, e11~ fera 
la plus refpedable .Academie qui ait jamais, exifiec. 

T , 

On fe hate de bnir l'examen de votre premier volume. 
, . ~ . \ -

- Vous 
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, Vous ~riomph.ez',~onfieur, de ~~ que'le.Doaeu.r Hy~e ne favait'pa! 
les langues.' anciennes de Ja. Ferfe; et vous, ne dites nen de nouveau. 
Tous les.etudians de, 'lao liuerat,ure Orientale {avaient deja que les 

~ miferables paemes. appeIes Saddar et Ardiviraf .Nama eta~ent· eerits 
en langue Perfane moderne" et feulement .en car~aeres anciens. Un 
jeune homme, qui s'eft amufe pendant quelq~e temps de ces bagatelles; 

II. et qui ~'occupe' a prefent a etudier des lois, qui- ne font pas celIe's'de 
Zoroaft~e, 110US avait explique phHj.e'urs~nnees avant lei publi~adon de 
votre livre, ¢e couplet~ dont ie feus eft 

. lis ltendirent de beaux tapis tflfus de perles" • 
Iis rlpandirentde tO~l 'cothdes parfums et des odeu1's •• 

~l DOUS: a dit que les mots bifal'tapis, b,.Mo'r·par{um, et atar odeur, 
. etai~nt Arab~s, e~ qtl~ ,par 'collfequent, C~s. ve)" ,a vaient ~te faits. aprcs 
Ie milieu du .fep~Fme.fi~cle. Ce meme hom.me nous a fait remarql:1er 
que.daps·la p~emiere edition de l'ouvrage de Hyde, p. 102, on a re­
pete, Ie .mot Il/~ende.nd; ils f!endirent;,.p~uxJqis, qu~ la: JIleprife nc COll­
fiftait que dans lllle feule.l~tu.e,. ~tJ'lue:l'(Jll: doit.mettre dans.1e fecond ' 

vers affoand~n~); ib rljantlirent ';~,e: ~!lnier~ que Ie d~O;ique $'ecrive~ 
'. i Befali nag~g;i.go~erf;aft '!Jlun4enr! " 

• 

Bekhot' It attir' eZ,her fl~,!!jhJnd(ndt., . 

• 
• En'Penan moderne • 

t En CaratleJ.:eS anciens. 

'~~~~'~~U>V~J'Jr~~J ' 
·~,~.w~.lJ~»J.AJ~~rf.u·J~)l£' ' 

car 



LETrRE A MONSIEUR A·.· nu .1"... 601 

'. car elllirant parakendtnd.i1 ya une fyllahe de trap dans Ie vers, a moins 
qu;on ne Jife6tifteb au· lieu de 6aft dans "Ie premier membre ducouplet, 
.ce qui parait plus ~ra.mmatical; et alors l~ diftique fe fcandera, 

Bejit; nigh I~ zi go&rMf I leh 4flendend 1 
BlkhDr II at I ar ez !Jer flu I pariliindind I 

-Mais.il eft inotile de voUsparIer de vers; ils ne {ont pas de votre 
comp~tence. 

'Vousreprenez 1e Doflettr Hyde. de ce qu'il ignor:ait que le9 Cillq 
ga!J"sfignifiafi"ent les cinq parties du jour; de ce qu'il dit lou au lieu 
de .ton; et ~e ce qu'it ne {avait pas qu'Aherman, Ie nOm de votre diable 
Ferran, etait une abreviation 'dil mot mcHodieux EngfJri meniqflh; car 
'V~Us {avez qu'en changeant Enghri en Aher,etintnioflh en man on fait 
Aherman" De la meme maniere onpeut faire I.e mot iJia"le en changeant 
Enghri en dt~ et menioflh en able. 

Vousnous apprenez mille au'tres .c~ofes .egalement curieufes et ' in­
tetelfantes, lefquelles, valaient -bien. la peme d'etre chercbees entre Ie! 
Tropiques..· 

On RC?fcia point iCi l'apologie 'du Doch:ur Hyde. ~eft Ie fort de 
<:eux qui {e font 'appliques a'etudier 1es lois,des 'Guebres; -d's:voii beau~ 
coup de vaine 'erudition, td:s;..peu,de, jugement, et point de g011t. Mais 
fouvenez-vous ,que cet homme' aimable et iridufriieux· !nc vivait pas 
<Clans Ie dix-huitieme necle, ou n"en vit q~e Ie commencement,'et qu1il 
n'avait ni Ies fecours. que vous avei eus fans en profiter~ Iii les exem­
,pl(!s quevous avez cannus fans les {uivre.. -Valis citez de. temps en temps 
la Bibliathlque Orientale; ce livre aufii profond qU'agreabIe- aur~it pu 
vous fervir de modele. Mais vous etiez rUolu d'etre .un original. 

VOL. tv. . 4 H De 
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',De '1\lus, favez-vous que Ie DoCleur Hyde compofa une elCgie 
,Perfane fur Ia .mort· du roi G\li1Iau~e III.? Ce petit poe me de 
treize diftiques eft imprime en caraCleres ~neiens, dont .}l avait fait 
fondre des types. Vous ~'aurez garde, Monfieur, de nous montrer 
VbS elegies. 

~evenolls-en aux Guebres. 'Vous avez rapporte de l'lnde des (llanu­
ferits orientaux que rEurope pofi"edait deja: mais VOllS n"avez pas, 
cherehe eeux··dont eUe avait befoin. Vous n'avez point rapporte l'ori­
gina! du Ca/I/a 'Va. Demna, livre charmant,eerit en Indien, et tra:' 

, duit dans. toutes Ies iangues eonnues fous Ie .nom de Fa!J/es de.. Pi/pa;. 
ni .Ia traduClion du meme ouvrage en PehIevit faite dans Ie fixieme 
(lecle par l'ordre du r,?i Nouehi~van. Nous avons une tra~uClion 
;Arabe, faite a 1a Iettre fur cette derniere, avec'- Ie feeo~rsde laquelle 
.(fi ron avait les deux autres maquferits) on pourrait apptendre queIque 
partie des lallgues 'Sanfcrlte~ et Pehlevani'l.ue, fi quelqu'un etait, afi"ez. 
oifif pour entteprendre c~tte tach<:., . 

Vous n' ~tes pas trop exactme.nie dans Ies titres de vas ma!lufcrits. 
1. 'Celui nomme tIohfot el Irikein, ou· Le Don us aell~ Iraglles~ n'ea: 
pas,- comme vous l'annon.cez, l'hift,?ire ~edeux rois Irakieris, mats 'une 
defcription poetique des rivieres~ montagnes, prairies,&c. dans Ies 
deux provinces ho,mm~es fraques, c'efl:-a.:-dire l"ancienne Babylonie, et 
la Pal'thie: 2r .Le poete Hafez' n' etait point Ie~ coulin germain, ni 
rneme Ie conternporaiild~ Sadi, attendu qu'il mourutdans ran de 
notre ere' 13g·i, et que . Sadi etait neen 1175, et.· par' malheur pour 
votrecalcul, avait vecu feulement iix-vingtsans: 3. Les Contes au 
Perroguet .etaient compofes par un' natif de Nakh{heb~ ville de la . . 
Tranfoxane, qui. par confequerit: eft furnomm6 Nakhjhe/;;; et non 
Nakhjhi, comme vous l'appelez. 

. ' . -
Voila .. 
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Voila reellement des minuties; maisa l'exemple du tradutleur du 
Zende Paj/a, on fe referve Ie droit d'etre quelquefols ennuye.ux., • 

Pa{fons a votre feeond volume, dans lequel vous annoneez Ia vie d'un 
grand Iegiflateur, et vaus debutez par des c~ntes, que Ie fage den-is, 
auteur des Mille et un Jour, aurait rougi d'inferer parmi les fiens. 
Ciel! que de remplinages 1 On voit d'abord des notices a{fommantes 
de vos manuferits, dontvous. avez deja parle mille {ois ; puis cent pages 
de flmmaires de tout l'ouvrage, que perfonne ne lira, et dont nous ne 
on {eillons IaleCl:ure a .perfonne. 

La {eule chofe curieufe qU'Oll trouve dans vos notices, yeft a votre' 
inf<;u, et par hazard., Vous abregez a votre fac;~ un contePerfan. 
~al)S lequel un -magicien puilfant menace de tuerun philofophe, s'il ne 
repond pas ~ toutes. fes queilio,ns~ Illui. demande Ct que c' ejI que Ie ~ellu 
fexe . .J{flre Ie plus: l'~utre repond que c'eft la tendrd[e J'un amll~t. Le. 
magicien appelle fa femme ,pour deciderde fa vC,rite de cette reponfe: d~e, 

- veutfauver la, vieau philofophe, et lui revele Ie fecret du magicien en 
lui avou~nt' que Ie fouverein: ~o~heurde fon fexe confifte a lIre, oMi, et a· 
exercer Ie pouvoir. Or, comme on voit d'abord que cette idee orientale.' 
a {ourni Ie fujet d'un agreable conte a notre Chauc;er, on.peut'fuppofer 
qu'il l'avaitprife des Provenc;aux dans un temps, ou Ies livres Mia­

tiques ~ommen(jaient .R etre com~us ea ~\lrope. 
, 

Vous etalez Ie Illerite de. vos recueils Perfans, qu'if vous plait d'ap-
,peler Ra'IJllat, ,mot A,rabe, et,par cOllfequent, ~res:-moderne.~nPerfe, qui 
fignifie traditions.,-Ces r~cu~i1s .ne font pas rares. ,M. Frafer en av~t, 
rapporte un de rInde. qU\ eft _plus chendu que Ie votre, 'quoique vous~ 
afFeaiez d'en parler avec mepris. ,Cet Eco1fais, MOllfieur, qui favait Ie 
Perfan inoderne pour Ie moins auffi bien. que yaus, .annonc.e fOIl manu­
ferit dans fa lifte imprimee, eomme un recueil de toutes les traditions 
, authentiques 
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authenti'lues. touchant Ies lois de Zoroafire. Lucizu ail ~ FlZ1ZtPlJl negtZt:: 
uli; credirir, . ~irjtes 1 .• .' 

On n"aura gardede mentioJlnerici toutel yosbevues.: mais on el) 

relevera quelques-unes, peu i~portantes, a la v6-itcw mais telles qu'un 
favant auraitdu:eviter.Le DoCleur Dar~ a~rait pu vous'direr Mon ... 
fleur', que Zohorl n~ea pas- Ie .1lQm de Jupiter,. ni Mo.f.chte,.; eelul de.. 
Venus. Vous avez trallfpofe les noms de:ees deux planetes! ZohprlT .. 
qui fignifie lumineufl en Arabe; eft celle .que nous nom mons. Ven~s. 
a laquelle les poetes orient~ux. dOWlent un des attributs. detl'ApoIlon. 
des Grees, eelui de porter une harpe, et ,de lao pincer delicieufement. 
·Venus eft done felon eux 'la deelfe de lil mufique; et dan. ce fens. 
Ies Franc;ais oe font pas nes fous eeUe plan&e.-

Vous . eonfon~ez les mots Iran,. e1' A"an, qui n"ont pas' la; me~C" 
orthographe en Perfan *. Vous parlez ae .. /"/r(llJ propremeni dit. Sa';'. 
chez qu'il n'y a point d:lran improprement "it.· Le pays d'Arran faifait: 
partie. de l'ancienne Medi~; les geographes Afi,atiques Ie· Joignent­
{ouvent avec' fAzarbigian. L ~IrlZ1Z, ou rAiran,.·ecrit avec: -unA et:·un: 
I, eft Ie nom general de l'e~pire des Peri&ns, oppofl: a. eelui des- Tar-
tares,. ou "Ie Touran. • 

N ous obfervons que dans vos citations des' pretend'u~ livres Zendes, 
VOllS faites ufage dl) mot Din pour fignifier l~ loi et la religion. . Or ee 
mot eft purement . Arabe~ et pat c~>nfequent· Be pouvait pas fe trouver 
dans un livre Zende. Nous fo'Up~onnons que vos Guebres reffemb~en~ 
a ees' Bohemes vagabonds~ qui pretendent. favoil 'la langue anclenne 
. de rEgypte, en tirent une horofcope· pour deux fous. ' .. , 

On peut ajouter.-9~e la plus grande partie de votr~ ,vi~ ,de .zor0a4~e 

.. 
• Iran CJ~' Arran CJ!A 

eft 



eft tjrc~e OU, des livres Pet:fans. -que horis .avons deja, ou de la tradutlion 
dequelqQes livres Grees, 'que:,nous ferions.. bien aifes de ,n'avoir jamais: 
eus;. et.q\le ee Iegifiateut, f1 votrenarrc eft 'Vrai, etaide plus deteftablc', ' 
de tous .le& homm~s. 

Nous venons., Monfieur, a votre fameufe traduaioo fur laquelle 
\tous fondez toute votre g~oire. 

,~Pfc:mier ouvrageque vous nous ofFrez n~e£l:qu'une liturgieell:' , 
~uyeuf~, avef Ie.detail de ,quelques cerenionies abfurdes. Void Ie frylede 
eelivre inintelligible.· ·c'. Je prie Ie Zour, ·tt je lui lais ieft"t. 1e prie Ie 
.c Baifom. etj! luifoil iifcht., je prk leZour et je luifais iefiilr.,je pn;' 
" Ie Zour'alfJec Ii Baifom et jt lui foil i'eftht. Je prie Ie l1arjom.tlvt"c,k' 
" Zour, elje luifais i'eflilt. Je prie Ie Zour for Ie Baifom, et je luifais 
".iefiilt. .J~ pri'eltBar.fomforc,' Zour. et je luifail. iefcht., Je prie Ie 
"?our for'ce ,Barflm,:!1 jelllifaii. i'ifc1!t,&e. &c:' II eft :l)(:in d'aveitir; 
ici que Ie ,?"Ur.n'e£l: que di:d'eau,:, ~tque reBaifom o'eft 'qu~till"faifdeau; 
de ,brancltes; ,(rarbres~. Zorpafue'.-rt4 po~vait~pa:s- ecrire des ,tdttifes: pa~ 
reille.s., . C"'cft". fans. dO\lte" la tapfodie de :quelque 'Guebre ·maderne. ,'. ' 

. Ce qui. nous eonfirme dans eette idee, e'eft que VOUS mettez a Ia 
marge:: les mots pargard awel pout fignifie.r. pr:emier:,.. flC1ion~· 9 r 'ee ,mot 
tl'We/~e{}\ ~!~b~,;·~t 'ZQroa!\re De favait- ·pas. la;' :langue Atabe., VOU': 
~~~e~ ~uve~~ le~ ~oJs de, cette ~angue; " pour de Ta:ocieti Zende; co~nrrie 
neluJhJ: .",ariflge •. ta'Uhit/,; J/claration Je run;11 Je;I;)itlJ,. et ta1JiJh, un prl~ 
fer'lJ~if;: qui;neiont.qu'e de ,funples-gerondifs Arabes;·' Dans'Votre·tra;.) 

dlla~,O~ : ~e~. IIifchti SaJ.I~,1 maf\lUfcr~ptZendej VQUS 3VeZ·1' efFr?nt'eri~ d7 
-Caire:. '~enlion. de,Nou/chir.van,-.Ailel, qui. r~gnait:)a .·la' fin du .~Xi~m,e 
ficde, et dont ie titre d',AJeI. OU. Lejujll: luifut donne: par Maho.:. 

. ~. 

met. V oia votre andenne langue ~e .p,erfe. . ' , 
• ," :;' ,I ~i: ;_/_, : .... , 

.... ~ ~n 
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, On {era. grace au leCleur du nile de .votre tradud:ion;' qui ne di't rien 
ni au <:reur. ni it l~efprit. ''Tout ,Votr~ 'Zende. Yajla n' eft qu'un tifru 
d'exclamations pueriles, fi nous 'en 'e~eeptOns, Ie Pendidatl, oU' Paztntl, 
qui feuI a quelque ai~ d'authentieite: enCore n'efi-ee, felon vous, que" 
la: vingtieme partie de l'aneien Iivt:,e de Zoroafire. Nous demandons, 
Ou font ,les, autres parties 1 

n {aut vous demander encore pourquoi les Perfans eux-m~mes difent 
wlanimement que Zoroafire publia trois .Quvrages, Ie Zende, ou Ie livre de 
'Uie, Ie .Pazend, OlL la i:o'njirmatjon' de Ce .livre, ,et leYaJla, ou Avejla, 
qui en etait la, glofl? 'oW 'J:.es perr~ns 'etaient, 'fans doute, a portee de 
favoir'laverite; ~e ce'qu'ils, .avan~aien~. Itfaut, ajQuter fol a leur te~ 

m,oignage. 

, ' 

',Nousdirollsen paifa'nt, que V.OUS':11'~tes p~s 'Ie premier qui no~s ,~it' 
enfeigne que les livres.' de Zordafrr'e 'e,taien.t' ecritsoans un ancien dialeCle 
dela P~rfe, different du·Pehlevallique~·, '1\i~ d'HerbeIot Ie' dit dans 
rarticle UJla de 'fa Bi/;/jotlJlque Orientale, livret~' qui 'fait :beaucoup 
d'honneur a.·votre.i1ation~ . et 'que YOUS 'citez tres·fouvent" fans' en' ~i~e' 
votTe profit. 

Les .vingt-deux 'chapitres'de votre Pazent!, ql:l0ique" peut-~tre, plus' 
anciens que le.refic: de l'ouvrage,' font qe fi peu au~deffus de i' lzifclJn~J 
.et Yifpered., ~uc ce 'n'etait 'certairlement pas la peine de les publicr. Us 

. ne contiepnen't ,rien qui tepond~ iu 'caraCtcre, de philofopbe etde legiQa­
teur.' Nous cn."5=it,erons fetllemen(ia defcriptwndu .chien;; et fi," aprcs 
ce,tte abfurde,J:ap(odie; laplus ihtelligib1e.et la' plus importante 'partie 
du livre, ,Ie I~aeur reut Ie lire ,en eritier, iI a'du courage.; Voici done 
Zdroafire, ,qui parIe-par fon Del inttrprete. ' ' 

* En Perfan,~!J' , w)~ ! iN) 
,,-
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Le ~hien a /Jui! fJuallib: il tjI comme r Alhorn~ (Ie prllre), .il tjl 
tomme Ie mililaire, il tjI comme Ie la~oureU1' principe de 6iens, il ejI comme 
fpifeau, il tjI comme le'Voleur, il tjI comme la 611e flroce. il ejI comme la 

femme de maU'Vaf[e 'Vie, il ejI comme la jeune. perfonne. N".eft-ce pas Ii­
un beau groupe! mais il nous faut de.s details: oh! nous en aurons de 
vraime1lt fublimes. Ecoutons • 

• 
Comme r .Athorn~, It c/Jien mange ce fJu';1 trouve j comme r A/horne iJ 

!II 6ienfaifant et heureux J comme r Athorn~, il fl conlente de tout; comme 
f Alhorne, il'lIoigne ceux fJui lapprochent de lui.: il eJI commer Athorne. 
Voila ce.qui s'appelle une precifion geometrique dans les f~rines. 11 
y a feulement quelque petit manque'de fens cOJpmun dans: la demon­
ftration; mais cela' eft bien rachete par Ia. maniere fine et' eIegante 
don~ Zoroaftre {atirife les pr~tres ': etces paroles, i/ mange ce fJu'il trouvt, 
font fort _euergiques. Aurefte on voitque Ie ton poli a ete.long-:temps 
avant nous de donner Ie. titre de chim' tres-liberalemellt., . . ' - . ".' . . .- ... ~ . 

. . . 

uchien marc/Je en avant c.omme Ie. miGtaire J i/ frappe lei troupellux 
jurs eir ks .conduifant :commi Ie mili'tai,.,;· i} ~8de devant, tIe,.,.;«e les Una 
tomme.. Ie' milf/aire: iI, ejI CDmme Ie mi/i.laire ~ II y a bien 'des guerriers qUi 
ne trouveraient pas la comparaifon ·~atteufe. Monfieur Ie. traduaeur. 
encohnailfez-vous, qui s'en accommoderaient?· . 

Le c/Jien eJI aSif,. 'vigilant, pendant Ie' temps. du flmmei/" comme Ie 111-:, 

"oureurprincipe de 6fens; '.,1 rode. devant, de,.,.;~re les lieux,. comme Ie. Ia­
"oureur principe de 6ien~; il rode derriere,. devant les lieux.: comme Ie 
la6oureur:principe de ~iens: il dl comme-Ie la~oureur. Devant, dn-rin-e, 
demere, devant-~epetition gracieufe et emphatique ! ' 

- Comme fo!feau le.chien ejI g~;i ils'approc/Jt de- fiJommt_comme roifeauJ 
;Iflnourrit tie (t fJu'il peut pr~nd(t comme 'offiau :;1 tjI commeloiflau •. 

. . , De 
• 
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. De .1~ .~en'l,e ·in~ie~~~ll.peut prouve.r que 1~ ch~en~eff~mbl~ a to~s 
Ies amm~ux ~e l'hdl:Olre·paturelle pe M~ Ruffon.· Le finge ·fe oournt 
ae.ce q u'i1: peut preQ,dre, Ie 'chat Ide. in~e, l' ecureuil ,de merne, d 

~ tous Ies ariimaux de meme.·· ~fgo, Ie chien re1femble a tous 'les ani. 
_ maux. Ah,' la belle chofe que la logique PerCane'l Si celui qui tious 

la rend fi eloquemment voulait en tenir ecole, et 'en imprlglier r air,} I" 
ronde, q~eI ton leger l\e: {eraie pas fubftitue a la pedantecie Latille et 
Grecque? '( .. 

Le. chtenagit dizns.fo!jcuritl tomm~ .. k.vo/eurr';l!lf expOflane rie" 
manger comme-ie <voleur; jOu<vtnt il-refoz"t· tuelgud'chqft ,de mllU'Vau comine 
Ie <voleur ;. il ej1'comme Ie <v~/eur. Le 'pauvre chien commence a perdrc 
dansJespa(alleies !'mais' malgte.la bonnejntention de·Zoroafire en fa 
faveuf,j avait-il beaucoup gagne? 

~ , 
Le chien aime'~ agi,. danslest{neores' comme ItT !Jlfe/lroee; fliforce ejI 

ten/ant Ia,nuit, comme la !Jlle flroce: IJuel'luifois il n'a r~en ti manger 
comfll~ la'6ltt. flf~ci; /ou'Vent .:,1 re{oit IJue/IJut. chd"e de maU'lJail comml la 
I;lti·flroce; iTefl' &omme la !JIt~'flroce. '~ournures 1 .. chaque. inftant 
.11ouvelles et agreables 1 N e riez . pas, leaeur..:· refp~ez . rantiquite ; 
admirez' tou61ans' Zoroaftre. . 

Le chien·ejI content comme ta femme' de mauvaffe 'Vie; ,1 fl tient Dans lei 
chemins' leartli comiite la fif!ZlIIeiJe . maU'lJaije' 'Vii; " il fi IJourr!t tit c~ (piil 
peut trou'Ver comme liz femme. demau'Vajfo' 'Vie: :il eJI com~'e_I",fimme tk 
mau'lJa[fo 'VIe. 'Le phi1ofoph~ voulait prouver -qu'a connai1rait parfaite ... 
ment ·tous' les: etats l' Qu'irriporte que ce rat aux 'depen~ du c!llen et oe 
la raifoll? mais patience! . Void. fa deinitre' c6mparaif~n. pour Ie 

maillS auffi Jufte quetoutesles autre~ 

~ . ~ . 

Le chiendort !Jtaucoupc~mine la jeTl1)e peifonll(j· il dl·!JrfJlant et' ew 
. . anion 
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1J8ion lomme la jeune perjonne; il a la langue longue comme la jeune p"finne r 
i/ lourt tn (J'lJant comme lajeune perflmu. TelsJOnt les deux dJtji 'luijefau 
marcher dans les lieux,/trooir, I~ chien PifqftiJoroun et Ie ,iJien Y dCiJorouli, ($ co 

Ormuzd, grand Ormuzd, _ principe de tous biens parmi Ies- Guebres, 
fi tu as diCle cette'ciJienne de defcription. a ZoroaLlre, je ne te fais pas 
idCht; tu n"es qu:un fof Genie J peut-e~re, all ttint de l,s et de rofil, 
mais {urement fans cervelle ! 

Vous' voyez, Monfieur, que Ie mal fe gagne; nous donnons ~ 
notre tour dans les exclamations: aimeriez;vous mie~x ce dilemme? 
Ou Zoroa~fe n'avait pas Ie fens commun, ou 11 n'e'crivit pas Ie livre 

"que vous lui attribuez: s'il, n tavait pas Ie fens commun, iI {allait Ie'­
laiffer dans Ia foule, et dans robfcuritc'J stil ntecrivit pas ce livre, iI' 
etait-impudent de Ie publier fous fon nom. Ainfi, ou vous avez infuItc' 
Ie gout du public ~n lui prefentant des fattiles, ou'vous l'avez trompe en 
lui debit~nt de~ fauffetes :. et -de chaque catc vous meritez fon mepris;' 

/-

. N ous croirons plutAt Ies Quebres, eux-?l~mesJ lorfqutils -nous ~fl"urent 
qae les livres de leur Ic,gi14tepr furent- brules' par Alexandre.- Nous' 
favons d'ailleurs que les Rois lie tao famille Saffall~enne ramafserent tou~ . 
les anciens livres qu'ils p~uvaient trouver, et que -les-generaux d'Oaiar' 
le~ fi~ent prefque tous detruire, felon les ordr~s que Fe ealife avait re~us' 

- de Mahomet. Les "Mahometaos, talerans pou~ tout,es 1es autres reD .. 
gioos, font intol~rans po~r les idaUtres, ef les adorateurs du feu; et fi 
quelques fatnples de ces malheUreux. trouverent Ie moyen de fe retirer 
dans l'Inde, ils nOe Pllfent conferver que queIqu,es, t~aditioi1simparfaites' 
au {uj'et di leurs anciennes lois. 
.' ~ \ , 

Tels font les ·livres· 'l.ue voqs aU1tes cherchei a ~rate. lis f~nt afi"ez 
-barbares en eux.m~mes, -et iI,s· n'ont jlas gagne dam. votre barbare ,tea" 

VOL. IT •• 4 J du8ion. 
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dutIion. ,\Tout votreJivre ,efl:, fi bigarre de mots etrangers qu9 il eO: ne­
·ceffairede favoir un peu lePerfan pour eomprendre votre Fran~ais. 
Votre ouvrage a l'air .d'un grimoire, mais on yyoit bien que vousn'etes 
pasflrci'er~ . 

-
011 ne dirarien des obfcenitc~s qui font pr,odiguees. dans quelques 

paffages ~e vos prt!tendues lois, lefquellea vous rendez ,plus dego~tantes, 
s'il eft poffible, par vos ~otes: On 'aurait en!' que k precepte 'Vitanda 

tjJ' rerum et 'Verborum obfttenital regar~ait' fur-tout les ouvrages de 
morale, et de religion. Mais vous faites dire au bon principe des 
Guebres. des faletes qu'une fage-femme rougirait .de rep~ter parmi fes 
-coinmeres.,' roul ne.fa'Vez, ,dites-vous, comment les exprimer honnltement. 

Eh ~pourquoi les exprimer du tout? C'etait pour faire ,voir combien 

vCJuspoffediez votte' Perfan. 

, ~and. aux v:ocabulair~~.que vous avez traduits, il faut avouer que 
le~ever~nd Do.Cleur Darab a' d~ . ra voir les Iangues 'facrees, de fa nation: . 
lriais 10rfque nous voyons l.es mots Arabes corr.ompus Dunia et Akl;re 

·les ,deux~ondes" Malk.eun roi, Zeman Ie temps, Ganm an,ifna} :de 
beta!l, D,amme fang, Sanat ann~e, Ab pere, ..dm mere, Awtla d'~a~ord, I 
Sl;emfia le foleit, La'non,'~t quetque~·autres.· donnt~s pour des mots 
Zendes et PehIevis, ainfi que !3.qki Ie refie, Tamam accompli, ~e. pour 
du Padi, .nous difons hardiment que ce ,charlatan v,?us a trompe, et 
que-vous avez tkhe' de 'tromper vos, leCleurs. ' 

• 

N ~us croyons ici entrevoir 1a .verite. .Vous n9~vez appris' qu'un' 
peu de Perfan moderne, et ~ncoie moins de rancien; . et vous ave~ 

-. ' , .. . , 
traduit ces malheureux livresZendes,avee Ie recours de ce Guebre, 

, ~ui ne les ente~dait probablement l~i-~~me que~tres-impe;fa.i~~ment.· 
V ous avez fait en cela comme :unho~m~ .'Iue 110US connailfons, gui 
traduifait les' poemes' Arabe& leS" plus difficiles. fous les .. yeux d'u~ natifi 

, -. .,~4·Alep" 
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d' Alep, tandis qu'il ne pouvait pas lire Ie prexcier chapitre de r Alco­
ran' fans ce fecours; et vous etes femblable a un enfant qui fiotte fur 
des vefiies erifiees, et f~ 'perfuade qu'il nage a merveille. 

Ma'ii fouvenez-vou$qu'un ccoIler qui apprend Ie Latin ne s'avife 
pas de faire imprimer fa nomenclature? Souvenez-vou~ auffi qu'un 
vocabulaire n'eft pas plus une langue, qu'unepierre eft un chlteau. 
II n'y a rien' de fi facile que d'~taler une vaine erudition. No.us con­
naHfons :desauteurs qui citent l'original des livres Chinois fans pou­
voir lire trois caraCleres de .cette langue. M. Fourmont, qui compila 
urie graminairede la langue Chinoife a l'aide d'un natif de Peking, 
n'etait pas capable, peut-etre, de traduire les Chi-king ou trois cents 
Odes, dont une, qui eft tres-belle" eft citee' par Confucius. 11 ferait 
a fouhaiter que M. de Guignes vou~ut employer fes loifirs a. traduire ces 
anciens poemes, qui'font ala Bibliotheque .du,~oi de France, au lieu 
de s'occuper a publier les traduClioI1S du' P. GaubiI, qui <i'ailleurs font 
tres-curieufes, et. tres-iuthentiques. 

Le refie de 'votre ouvrage cootient quelques traites affommans, Ull 

prlcis raifonnlou 1'0n ne trouve, ni precifion niraifon, ayec une table 
tres-etendue ,des matieres, que peu de 'perfonnes 's'aviferont de con­
f\lIter. 

Nous avons expofe la quinteffence de vos trois enormes volumes,. 
defque1s unhommede' gout, qui au~ait poffede fa langue, aurait pu 
faire un in-Jouze aifez amufant. 

11 rcfulte, MonfieUr~· de tout ceci, ou que vous n'avez pas les con­
naiifances que vous VOllS vantez d'avoir, ou que ces cOllnaiifan~es font 
vaioes, frivoles, et indigoes d'~c~per l'efprit d'un hom me de quarante 

ans. 
Vous 
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. VOUS ~~finu~z ,qu~ VOU$ ~v~z.quel~u~ ~~{reinde retQumer ~rItldQ' 
p.aw y ,tr~d~.ir~ ~S; IjvrC;ji f~~re&'pes Bfahmanes. .Oh J pour ramaur. 
devous-mem~, C!~ p~,\l~~elui ~~, public" ne fongez- pIus~a ce. projct. 
Votre defcription des Linganfftes ne .pous donne pas une idee trap avan. 
t~gC:;!.lf~ d~s pqi,f~t~pqe~ I~di,ens. ~·~iU¢q.f8j -~~'eft-~Q p~ afi"c:t <i»avair 

t~~~i~ ~~ ~el¥.l~ V ~fl;~ 1 . ' 
\ 

. , 

, ~rpye~:~ou~ M,?pft~ll;rll ~mp¥>ye~ ~jc;u~ v~ra. ,teJPp!H (:cjfe1; d~' 

~~dire~eJ ~ ~~I~g.u~~I: ~es, J;w~es quj ~ou~ on~ ren4u' {efv~e,: , ce1re~ 
de-vo~~- W.a~u~r ~~~ ~1Ct~ayagall.~cr_~ ~'qneJ mjf~r~~ (c;¢}q q'euthou.fiafies: 
II!~ttt;Z ~a~~ l~ ~~~t)l.~qq~ d~ Y~f~ J;9A to~t(fO q\l~il vous plair.; maiSl 
Jl~,pr~fent~~ ¥-~ public 'q\ly l'~x~r~it lq pl\lS p1U'de,VQ~ ~crits. Sou~encl", 
vOU~ (urtout de ce. ,collple~ du. ppete ,$adi. 

- ~and ml",e Ie GuMre aurait entretenu fin feu pendmzt tent ann/es, tb$' 
fJu'iJ i t~m"~J -it sJ.~f:~!ef ' 

-
VOU~ nous par~()lln~re~ de n'avoirpas luJe$ memoiresquc-vouaavez. 

inferes dans Ie journal les Sa'lJans. et ailleurs~ En verite nous ,a'eo'· 
a VODS pas eu Ie courage. 

~' . 

Au re,lle",Mol1~eu~~ n~ croyez pa~, qu~ 'celui: qui vous e~rit: cetto:, 
1ettre, ait l'intention de vous nuireen I~ puhliant! 11., s'eti C-N oblig'~ 

de repondre a vas fatires, com me on cha£fe un frelon qu'on Yoit, bour­
d,?nn~nt autou,r d'u~ ami, fans pouI:~nt, ~i~~r. ni ha,it Ie. pauYrcW-ea;e~ 
qui eft ,h6~S; d'e:ta,~ d'~tr~ r~ellem.ent 11uj~~le 3; perf anne., 

n eft, cependant, fache de favolr q~e 'VOUI n'/Iei pal/luI opulent. Lc; 
fameux 

" 
/ 

" 



LETIRE A MONSIEUR. A··· DU p.... 013 

fameux Antiquaire, au fujet duquei vous vous ferVez de· ces m~mes 
• 1;- .. 

mots, n a pas tant de raifon que vous, Monfieur, de fe confoler des 
. rigue.urs de Ia fortune: it n'eft riche ni en manufcrits Zendiques, ni en 
. mots barbares, ni en orgueil. 

Mais comme vous avez votre vanite. qu'on vous pafre fans peine. 
foufFrez, Monfieur, que l'inconnu qui veut bien accorder l'honneur 
d·une critique a votre livre, ait auffi la fienne, .et ne Mette dans Ie fron­
tifpice de cette brochure que les lettrls initiales de votre nom. 11 'ignore 
ce que Ie public en penfera. et s'il ne condamn~ra pas eet examen au 
moins comme inutile. Mais quoi qu'il en foit; it n'a pas juge a propos. 
do chercher un abri pour Ia foudre fous vos laurier,s. 

Pour la meme raifon, permettez qu'il vous cache fon hom j d'autimt 
plus qu'i1 n"afpire pas a former une correfpondance avec vaus; e.t que,. 
fi vaus repondez a fa lettre, it eft refolu de ne point faire de r~ptjque .. 
Tout ce que vous en faurez eft ceci: it n'eft, graces au ciel eta la 
nature, ni Guebre ni Fran'iais, quoiqu'il refpeB:e la memoire du veri-· 
table Zoroafire, d qu'il connaifre. bien des Fran'iais dignes. d'dlime •. 
II u"e£t d'aucun pays, quand it s"agit. des fciences et des arts,. qui ne 
font d'aucun p~ys. Mais quan,d il eft quefi:ion de lao gloire de fa patrie" 
il eft pr~t ou a la dUeridre ou ala venger. Entin, Monfieur, vou&, 
devez lui favoir bon gre de 'vous 'avoir ecrit daris une langue qui ne lui 
eft pas naturelle, u?iquement parce que vous la favez. un peu .. 

.' 

END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
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