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¢ He was a pearl too pure on earth to dwell,
. ® And wafte his fplendor in shis mortal fhell.”
g From the Arabick, Vol. IL. p. ga0.

PREFACE.

““"T'HE beft monument that can be ere@ed to a man

< of literary talents, is a good edition of his works.”

Such was the opinion of Sir William Jones. In-
trufted with his Manufcripts, the Editor ‘has therefore
"long. regarded it as a facred duty to publifh the vo-
Jumes now. offered to the world. Various circum-
ftances have delayed the publication; but-fhe tfufts to
the indulgence of the feéling,-mid the candid, ‘when
they confider the Wdifficulty of colleCting papers- fo
| vﬁdely. difperfed ; and alfo thofe habits of inactivity,
and indecifion, which affliCtion impofes on a mind that .
' -.has" been deeply wounded. |
| ' ‘The



Y PREPACE

7 The Edltor referves to herfelf the hberty of giving,
at a future period, any pofthumous papers, or biogra-
phical' anecdotes, of a charater, which fhe believes to
‘be fcarce lefs interéﬁing‘ to the bublick, than dear to
herfelf! The prefent collection confifts of all the
works printed Aduring the Autlior's life, and of fome
others, which, though not correéted by him for the
prefs, ev1dently appear to have been intended for pub-
lication.. To thefe, the Editor thinks fhe may, with
much propriety, prefix Sir John Shore’s* admirable
difcourfe, delivered before the Afiatick Society in Cal-
‘cutta, in May, 1794 ; both as a mark of her refpeét for
the writer, and becaufe it gives the moft accurate, and
‘comprehenfive account, yet exfant, of Sir William
‘Jones’s enlarged views, and hterary labours; ‘and tends
‘to illuftrate a charaéter already endeared to mankind,

wherever Religion, Science, and Phllofophy, prevaill

‘¢ " Lord Teignmouth.
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