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SOCIAL REFORM

AND

SLUM REFORM

PART I—-GENERAL.

A LECTURE DELIVERED BY
J. P. ORR, Ese. C.S.1, LC.S,
TO THE SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE,
BOMBAY, IN THE SERVANTS OF
INDIA SOCIETY’S HALL, BOMBAY,
ON 3spo SEPTEMBER 1917 *
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Introdection s . s e - . - . o o

The part social reform can play in slum reform ... -

Open space required for light and perflation of air... - " e

Demolition and dishousing necessary e

Preventive measures must precede remedial ; by-laws must provide
for adequate control over building operations P oos

Prevent bad from getting worse... s aes wos

Open areas not yet built on—high standard at once e L e
Areas partially built over, not congested—high standard ultxmamly -
Densely congested areas—Iower standard temporarily, ultimately higher...
In densely congested areas buy up open plotsand levy betterment charges:
also plots cleared by fire and by demolition of obstructive buildings ...

thus creating small garden sites of great value .. e .t -
Dishousing can now be started, bat slowly, waiting on provision for

rehousing ... .. vee eer aee
Private enterprise failing, we must develop estates ourselves and if neces-

sary give a lead in building - - . sae e e
We can house the poor enly at a loss till wages increase .., - -
Hence economy in site and building necessary ... e e -
In spite of objections to subsidising employers, we must house dis-
" placed poor, if private persons won’t ... . v . e

Where are chawl sites to be found—in cheapest locality near old houses
even though we give up land which ought to be put to more paying uses.

Position and size of chawl site... e R -

Chawls should be erected & few at a time to test demand . .-

The competition of insanitary rooms should be avoided by legisiation
against evercrowding and for closure of U. H. H. rooms...

To help the rehousing of those above the poorest classes by private
enterprise, we must improve communications s s

Danger of improving communications before sirengthening by-laws te
prevent formation of new slums ... - . . -

We should encourage co-operative building societies - e e

Where should acquisition and demolition be first undertaken? ...
If we wish to avoid heavy initial outlay, we must commence with the
least eongested parts v . - . e .
Otherwise we may attack the most congested parts, but at risk of failure
to rehouse the dishoused ... . -
Ceteris paribus, areas where buildings are in mgulnr lmas should be treat-
ed before higgledy piggledy areas - - .
In the former only parts of houses should be acquired and demohshed to
create rear open spaces, and betterment should be levied from proper-
ties that benefit thereby - e .

Where funds are scarce, slum reform programme should be—
L. Bring building operations under strict control and prevent

bad from getting worse,
il. Attract people away from slums,
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iil. Wholesale ncquisinon aund demolition of depreciated stums. 14
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