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of, or ExTrAcTs from, DocumenTs relating to ARMY TRANSPORT
luded in the Repost of the ComMissioN on INDIAN ArMy Re-
GANISATION, together with any other Papers relating thereto.

______ T S x . o .

N’OI' i.

it of the Special Commission appointed by his Excelleney the Governor
eral in Council to inguire into the Organisation and Expenditure of the
vy inf ludia (1879). Chapter X., Section 2.—Transport.

. WE feel that. there can be no doabt in the mind of anyone who has
S . #&d the history of Indian wars that an efficient trans-
+ §ervice is the first requirement of an army on a cam
¢ food for men and horses, rcserves of ammunition
hadpicient hospital appliances, are always present with
2 wen can peither march uor fight. A part, at any rate,
x rmy must alwsys be equipped as if it were in the presence of
emy in the tield. In India, and in Asia generally, even meore than in
¢, the rule holds go.d that a small fully-equipped force, which can act at
nd strike sharp, prompt blows, is ‘more efficient, and far more economical,
| large army that can only take the fi.ld after mon hs of preparation. As
the officers,} whose report will be found jn Appendix LVL, says, “ Even
necessary to retrench in other points tv meet the necessary expenditure,
i) be a thousund times better to do so, and give the army an efficient
prt service; for such a service would give power of movement to the
fand is worth more to it than a couple of extra divisions.”

In former years ho standing carriage, except elephants, no transport

coyurn establishments, and no ambulance arrangements, were main-

, tained in India during times of peace. Im the mutiny cam-

and in previvus Indian wars, the lo-al carriage of the country, consisting’ -
#hants, camels, bullock-carts, und pack bullocks, answered tolerably well.
f requiremenrs of armies operating in the plains of India. Ordinarily,
fnts had 10 march hundreds of miles before they reached the scene of
and during the march the vehicles, the a.nimafs,- and their drivers,

: more or less disciplined and organised. But when a sharp and sudden .
| t0 be stiuck, the arwy was at times paralysed for want of available
Je, as, foiinstance, when the field column was kept waiting at Umballa
-fit could march upon Delhi, in May 1857. The lessons of the mufiny
vitlie Government that, for the maintenance of internal order, and for the
n or prevention of disturbance, it was necessary that small budies of
s khould be able to take the field at a few hours' notice jn different parts
*.fﬁinuntry. Accordingly, the Government has, since 1861, established and
yhed at 43 different stations a small supply of carriage sufficient to place
- §e'd an effective “wmovesble columin’ of all arms. The constitution of
foveable evlumn ” carriage varied according to the nature of the country.
vgdnce, in Lower Bengal,-Assam, and Burma, where the country is desti-
“yhetalled roads . and is intersected by rivers and rice-swamps, the move-,
#Wunn carriage consists mainly of elephants and boats. in the Punjab,
% Jern and Northern India, the standing transport consists mainly of
%%and elephants. In Madras, where camels de not thriveg the cairiage
"4 of elephants, pack-oxen, mules, and a few camels. To each moveable

%ﬁx\are attached & small number of dooly bearers for carrying the sic(ki
ooy R : an

- "

Timthnairn saye, it js ‘Chetter to have 10,000 men with perfect tranaport, which en<ures their
i smphiv-vapt number with imperfect transport, and aH the evils which follow in ita train;
. fjeglected sick, and an ill-supplied soldiery.” -
L. Low, of the 13th Bengal Lancors. .
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APPENDIX.

InDian OFFICER'S QUARTER.

E - C G
108t Room. . Living Root.n-» o Living Room.
¥ D * ’
orandah. StoTe Room. " ' _ Verandah.
. ® : . ' (@)
i e i et e e e — s e e — e — —
) . - . ) H
: . i P  Room.
Kitchen, |——— . :
" - Courtyard. 7
A 7 y *
Latrine, | v
" t - E . . ] ) F
. Guest Room, Y, Verandah.-

Nojes.—The following suggestions a8 to modifications and alterations in the standard plan of an Indian officer’s house in

mental lines are the result of personal inspection in several mntqnmente — N h .

(a) The latririd (A) has no roof ; protection during the heat of the day or from rain is necessary. Jt should be roofed.

(b) The kitchen (B) faces the verandah and the eitting xoom, so that emoke enters both, The door (x) should be removed
to (1), when (D) might be made into a store room. :

(¢) The small raom marked (E) and the verandah marked (F) axe now only passages. Also the rooms (C) and (G} can

only be used a8 a zenan khans. It is suggested that the room (E)-and verandah (F)should beadded to one of the
~ two main rooms (G) and {G). , The two former and, if necessary, one of the main rooms, can then be used aa re
_ tion rooms for mele friends. The sspect of the house would decide on which aide the room (E) and verandsh

(F) ehould be added to the main rooms. One suggestion is nilide in the plan—wvide chain-dotted lines.

() Partof the roof should be flat for use as a sleeping place in hot weather, and steps should be provided up to this part, -

{9 Purdah walls should be made higher in cavalry lipes. o

(/) Ths bathroom (H) is too emall. The wall marked (2) is too low, snd does not provide aufficient privaoy for bathing
purposes. - ] 7 _

(¢) There should be a door connecting (C) and (@), the two main rooms of the house.

Gu m‘ M M"'NO. “ A.D.-8‘10-20—7507-A.0-B-, oto.





