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oi. or EXTRACTS from, DoCUMENTS relating to ARM"! TRANSPORT 

luded ill the REPORT of the COMMISSION OD INDIAN ARIon R&
GANrSATION, together with any other Papn'! relating thereto. 

= 

No.1. 

IT of the 8pecial Commissioll appointed by his t;xcelleney the Governor 
eral in COWIcil to inquire into the Organisatiou and Expenditure of the 
'y in' lrNIia (IRID). Chapter X., Section 2.-Transport. 

· W & feel th\l! .• re can be no doubt in the miDd of anyone who bas 
r e'S~';"~f',i,M t~e b.istary of Indiat;! wars that an efficieut trans
~;;.j~,."f' .,"] .' if ,el'VlCe IS the first «lqUJ.l'ell1eat of an army on 8 cam 
it: ~."""""""""'f'i ~ food for metl and horses, rdlerves of ammunition. 
"~"!'J:,! .b, "~·d;:.j\I.' .... cieat ho.pital appliances, are always prl'sent with 

.• ··,,;.,..~nfM wen can neither march lIor 6gbt. A part. at an.v rate, 
~.Ittf:r rmy must always be equipped as if it were in the presence of 
,emy in the tield. In India., and in Asia geuenlly, even. more than in 
c, the rule holds go·d that a small fully·equipped force, which can act at 
nd strike sharp. prompl blows, is 'more efficient, and far more economical, 

l
lafge army that Carl only take the 6,·ld after mOIl'hs of preparation. As 
tile offict'rB,t whose report will be fuund in Appendix LVI., says, .. Even 
n(>ces~ary to retrench in other points tu meet the necessary expenditure, 

,J he a thoUl\,md times better to do so, aud give the &l'JIly an effident 
Ilrt sel'vice; wr sucb a service would give power of movement to the 
hud is worth more to it than a couple of extra divisions." . 

i
ln former years no standing carriage, except elephants, no transport 

001.oma establishments, and no ambulance arrangements, were main-
. tained in India during times of peace. In the mutiny cam-. 

and in previous Indian wars, the 10i'al r.arriage of the country, consistiug 
· hanls, cam.els, bullock-carts, undO pack bullocks, answered tolerably well 
· requiremenls' of armiesoperatiogin the plains of India. Ordinarily, 

lts h.d to march llUndreds of miles 'before they.rea.::hed the scene Of. 
and during the march the vehicles, the animals; and their drivers, 

, more or less disciplined and organised. But wilena sharp and sudden 
t\!},e stluck, the anDy was at times paralysed for want of available 

, as, fof'illstance, when the field column was kept waiting at Umballa 
t could march upon Delhi, in May 1857.. The lessons of the mutiny 

• tile Government that, fOF. the mainteuance of internal order, and for the 
, n or prevention of disturbance, it was necessary that small bodies of 

hould be able to take the field at a few hours' notice jn different parts 
i.\nuntry. A.ccol'dinl!ly,.the Government has, since. 1861, est:'hlished and 
'11', n. ed. .at 43 different StatlOHS II small supply of carrmge suffiCient to place 
· e!d an effectil"e "Ulovellble colunm" of aU arms. The constitution of 
, \'eable cohlmn ,; cat'riags \'ario3d according to the nature of thE' c()ulltry'. 
k ;lnee, in Lower Bengal.,. A.saam, and Burma, where the countrv is tlesti
"'~',etulled roads. and is iutersected by riYere auct rice-l!wamps, ihe move-, 
:~ Imn ClUTiage consists mainly of, elephants and boats. 10 the Punjab;' 
"' ·· .. 'rn and Northern India, the slanding transport. consists mainly of 
l'1and elephants. In Madras, where camels d. not thriv" the carriage 
',~ lJf elephants, pack-oxen, mules, Bnd 8.few camels. To each moveable 
~\are attached II small number 0. f dfloly bearers for. carrying the sick 

~
', '. '. and 

" \~t1ID&im MY', it is ., heUer to )laTe 10,000 men with p~rrect traDepoll"t, which eO"flre8 their 
;, ...... ' .. 1 k~t number with imperrp.et transport, and An the evils wbicb follow.in ita train; 

\ t'gleded sick, and an ill ... upplied .oldie.,..·' . . 
L. Low, of the 13th Bengo! Lanco ... 
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APPENDIX:-

INDIAN OFFICER'S QUARTER. 
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NoIU.-The following BUggtlStioDS as to modifications and alterations in the standard plan of an Indian offioer's hOIl88 in 
IIlOIltaJ 1iDea are the result of personal inspe<i\ion in seveml cantomnents ..... 

(II) The Ia~ (A) has nO roof; protection dnring the hest of the day or from raiD is ;,. ...... '1. Jt should be roofed. 

(1)) The kitchen (B) faces the verandah · .... d the sitting room, so thet smoke enters both. The door (x) should be removed 
to (I), when (D) might be made into a storeroom..· . . 

(e) The small room marked (E) and the verandah marked (F) are now only peBsage.. AIao the room. (0) and (G) can 
<lnly be used as a zellllJl khana. It is II11ggeated that the room (E)' and verandah (F) should be added to one of the 

" two mainrooma(O) and (G) •• Thetwoformerand,ifneoessary, one of the main rooms, can then be uoed as reeap
tion rooms for male friends. The aspeet of the house would decide on which Bide the room (E) and verandllh 
(F) should be added, to the. main rooms. One BUggtlStion is mIIds in the plan-vicle chain",dottsd lines. 

(d) Part of the roof should be fta.tforu .. as a sleeping plaeein hot weather, and steps should be provided up to this part. . 

(.) 1'nrdah "aJIs should be made higher in cavalry lin ... 
Ul The bathroom (H) is too amaJL The wall marked (2) is too low. and .does not provida aulIicient privacy for bathing 

purpooea. . 
(g) There should be a door oonnecting (<:'l and (G). the two main rooma .of the house. 




