Editor’s Note

Tue International Congress of Women of 1899 kas come
and gone. What was the good of it? What has it left
behind ?

The seven volumes of its Transactions must furnish
the answer to these questions, and we have every confi-
dence that " this answer will be deemed satisfactory by
those who have a right conception of the object of the
Congress.

Some have found reason for reproach in the fact
that the Congress did not promounce judgment or offer
definite opinions on all the wvexed questions affecting
women, and women’s work and position, in the world
to-day. To promounce judgment, offer opinions, and solve
problems formed no part of its scheme. Iis object was
more easily compassed; it consisted simply in bringing
together persons of experience (men as well as women,
be it remembered) from all parts of the world, who could
provide us with facts regarding the position, work, and
opportunities of women at the end of the nineteenth
century, and who could trace for us the history of various
phases of woman’s progress in various lands, and show
us _the trend and character of the movement, and the
signs of its development in each individual country.

~ This collection of facts we now present to all interested
in woman’s mission and work in the world, in the hope
that it may kelp to form right judgment and wise action.

The Editor must appeal for indulgence from both
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contributors and readers for many shortcomings, ut more
especially because imperative considerations of time and
space and money have prevented many valuable papers
Jrom being given in full. The sacrifice thus forced on
us is deeply to be deplored, but it was inevitable. It
has been minimised as far as possible by the aid and
advice of experienced literary friends, to whom the grate-
JSul thanks of the Editor and of the International Council
of Women are hereby tendered for their valuable assist-
ance in the work of editing as a whole. In a special
degree this acknowledgment is made to Mr and Mrs
Arthur Scaife.

Eyen more important, however, than the papers read
at the Congress are the personal relationships then formed
between workers hitherto unknown to one another, and
belonging to different lands and races, but who henceforith
will possess a mew sense of stimulating sympathy and of
mutual support in their united efforts for the common
weal.

May these volumes, therefore, not only prove a valu-
able little library of reference, but may they revive and
strengthen the world over the inspiring memories of Fuly
1899.

[suBEL- ABERDEEN,
Retiring President.

Haddo House, Aberdeen.
December 1899.
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WOMEN IN EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION

A CONFERENCE on education held fifty years ago would have been
a very different matter from what it is to-day. The foreign
delegates, especially the Germans and Swiss, might have brought-
-our insular darkness some enlightenment, but among ourselves
there would scarcely have been enough madtter to fill out the dis-
cussion of a single day. A point might have been raised as to
whether modern languages were better learned first by ear or
from a book, and a good debate might have been maintained
as to whether the memory was the main faculty to which to
appeal, or whether a child should be continually urged to seek
for the reason of things presénted, and thus practically learn
nothing but what reaches it through the understanding.

i But many changes have taken place since those days, and
experience has not been wasted on us. We now see more and
more clearly that education is not a matter of paper and ink and
the printed page, but is the taking up of the whole child, body
and mwind, just as it stands there, and endeavouring so to train
the faculties of each as to help them to do the very best along
the varied journey of life that lies before them. The natural
development has to be aided, and the bypaths of mistake, right
and left, to be avoided, and as during the first years of life they
follow whither we lead, our task is full of hope. Yet it is neces-
sary to make sure that the baser nature does not interfere with
the higher and turn it aside.

Alittle book on education opens with an amusing illustratien,

VOL. I a
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to the effect that a verb of teaching is followed by two accusa-
tives, e.g., I teach John Latin. John and Latin, that is, the mind
of the ordinary child and the new subject; that is to be intro-
duced into that mind. Of the Latin there has doubtless been
sufficient knowledge, but Jobn has been to his instructors an
almost unknown territory, and was never studied as a whole.
He was immature, and not very interesting. Now, the main
attention rightly falls on John, and a week’s conference is all too
short in which to discuss him.and his possibilities. Gifts of
ability and of character, and a heart to love and a will to act,
that may do good to thousands, all lie folded up under that
blunt exterior, as surely as the strong leaves and white flowers
of the horse chestnut lie packed together, scentless and colourless
and almost formless, in the brown buds of the spring. We must
have a care to all these possibilities, and memory and under-
standing occupy after all but a part of life; the energies and
emotions must each have their share ; perseverance and accuracy,
taste, enthusiasm and judgment must all be appealed to, and the
eye learn something of the canons of beauty, and the hand be
brought into obedience to the eye.

In The Psychology of Childhood, John, even in his earliest
and crudest forms, became, in skilful hands, & subject of
unparalleled interest. . The Kindergarten came next with its
great stress on practical and concrete knowledge, showing a
strong reaction against beginning instruction with *foundational
truths.” It is now the blossoms of the tree of knowledge that
are plucked off for the children, instead of endeavouring to force
the roots into their unwilling hands; for the roots are often very
late products of thought, general statements which have been
carefully formed from a multiplicity of details. As to our
primary schools, it was rather bewildering to be told by s
member of the London 8School Board that the education given
in them was ‘“as bad as bad could be.” After all the attention
given since 1870, this was a blow, but other speakers cheered us
again as to the results, even while admitting that there was in
our system much room for improvement. One exceedingly good
paper on secondary schools brought forward the point whether
lessons of moral worth are not sometimes missed which were well
taught in the old-fashioned days. In a thoroughly good modern
school the burden of the work is taken off the pupil and put on
to the teacher. Lessons are short, bright and well varied ; and
the mind and energy of the teacher are kept at full stretch, the
eye of the pupil is constantly sppealed to, and the interest is
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never allowed to flag. The old system was dull and faulty
enough, but it brought out dogged perseverance and fidelity.
On the third day very interesting papers about the girl of eighteen
were read by Germans, Swedes, Danes, Americans and others,
India, Canadys and our other colonies contributing ; Great Britain
was represented by a paper admirable for its lucidity, read by
one of the first three students at Girton College.

Technical Education and the Registration of Teachers brought
much material for thought. On the fourth day when the vexed
subject of Co-Education was discussed, the ordinary listener
was left under the impression that all human ills would
be mitigated, and some swept off the face of the earth, if only
Eton and Harrow were thrown open to girls as well as to
boys.. The speakers, moreover, were nearly all actnal experts,
the opening paper by a delegate from Switzerland being one it
is diflicult to praise too highly. The speaker went to the founda-
tion of the matter, showing how the ideal human being is not
distinctively either man or woman, and that it is the part they
have in common that is the noblest, and is the one to be strength-
ened ; where the difference of sex is emphasised, there is always loss.
The experiments in co-education in England are few snd timid
compared to those abroad, and we listened with deep interest
to the scale and thoroughness of such work in other countries.
All agreed that children under twelve, perhaps under fourteen,
are with benefit educated together, as not a shadow of distinction
either mentally or physically need be made between them, and a
large number were in favour of co-education on a different footing
at the Universities, but the conflict was at its height round the five
growing years from thirteen to eighteen. The argument that,
boys and girls being set togsther in families, it was wiser not to
interfere with the order of nature, but to educate them together
from the cradle to maturity, was well pressed home ; but the fact
of the instinctive reserve felt during the growing ages toward all
but their immediate family, coupled on the part of the boy with
a certain amount of contempt for the affairs of the girl, was not
touched on, whereas it might with equal justice be taken as an
argument for their separation.

The subjects of the training of teachers and the benefits and
difficulties of examinations proved a good field for debate. The
papers were excellent.

Seeing how rapidly the most important subjects had to be
flitted over, the suggestion of the extent and riches of this
territory must have come forcibly home to every mind, but surely
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at last we may believe that we are on the right track. It is
character and not attainment that is the pre-eminently important
thing, and all the wondrous array of tools we have at command
is but means to the one great end of forming it. The Latin is at
.last discovered to be entirely subservient to John, and is merely
& good athletic ground for developing his mental muscles and
establishing the keenness and correctness of his taste. Character
of the right sort, strong to bear a great strain, yet fine and soft
in texture for the complex work of life, is a thing of slow growth,
and the result of a whole range of lofty influences, religious,
moral, literary and social. Nothing in the world costs so much
to make, and nothing is so beautiful when made. It is worth all
our efforts. If we can implant principles that prevent hasty
and superficial judgment, that take beauty out of petty and
enervating pleasures, that induce simplicity and noblepess of
taste, that give some true estimate of the worthy and the worth-
less objects of pursuit, that turn the mind from the effect to the
cause, from the surface to the centre, from the transitory to the
permanent, we have done a great deal, and if we can hold up
fidelity as beautiful, humanity as a thing to be loved, and integ-
rity as the very law of life, a brighter day may yet lie before the
human race. :
: O. L. Mavnagp,
Convener of the Educational Committce
(Mistress of Westfield College).
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(Sweden), 72.
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