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PREFACE 

IT has been my purpose in this study of the New York 
merchant during the quarter-century preceding the Revo­
lution to present the merchant primarily as a business man. 
I have, of course, endeavored to relate him to the society of 
which he was a part-to show his position in the community 
and his relations to the governments which might affect his 
life. With political events as such, however, I have been 
concerned only as they touched and influenced business. 
The reaction of the merchants as a group to the political 
questions of the period has already been exhaustively pre­
sented by Arthur M. Schlesinger in The Cokmial Merclstmts 
tmd the Americcm Refloluticm, and in a study dealing speci­
fically with New York, Carl L. Becker's Political Parties in 
the p,.OfIince of N em York. There is little that can be 
added to the conclusions of these scholars. My intention 
has been rather to describe the economic activities of the 
merchants, to compare the stage to which business had ad­
vanced in New York with that which it had reached in Great 
Britain and on the Continent, and to point out contrasts to 
the infinitely more complex organization of business at the 
present time. 

The statistical appendices, with but two exceptions, com­
prise hitherto unpublished material taken from the Customs 
House ncords in the British Public Record Office. For the 
sake of comparison figures for Boston, Philadelphia and 
Charleston, as wen as for New York, have been included 
in the tables of shipping wherever possible. 
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF BILLS OF CREDIT ISSUED BY THE PROVINCE 

OF NEW YORK" 

Espiratilm Amount 
Issuetl Amount o/Currency Cancelletl 

1709 ............. £5,000 1711 Unknown 
.0 .. .... ~ .... 4,000 
............. 4,000 

1711 ............. 10,000 1724 
1714.···· .•...... 27,680 1739 £270406.8 
1715 ..••••.. ····· 6,000 1724 1,Igo. 5 
1717 ............. 16,607 1740 16.351 
1720 •.........•.. 2,000 1733 1,896.8.6 
1723 ............. 2,140 1726 2.122.10 

1724 ............. 3,000 
............. 6,630 1729 90469.16.6 

1726 ............. 3,000 replacement 2.8.;8.18. 6 
1730 ............. 3.000 .. 2.999.10 

1734 ............. 12,000 1746 11.576.15 
1737 ............. 48.350 1i68 43,15J.15 
1739 ............. 10,000 1767 9.115. 6 
1746 ............. 13.000 1748 12.618.12 

............. 40,000 1756 38.772.10 
1747 ............. 28.000 1756 27.0gB 
1755 ............. 45.000 1761 J6.J25 

............. 10,000 1762 7.5s<>.6 

............. 8.000 1761 6,489. 2 

17s6 ............. 10,000 1761 7.640 
1756 ............. 52.000 1766 41.990 
17sB ............. 100,000 1768 66,155 
1759 ...... · ...... 100,000 1768 71.876 
1760 ............. 60.000 1768 41,970 

177' ............. 12<>,000 Unknown 

"Hicla:ox, His/ory of Bill.t of Cretlit ;" NtfII York, p. 81. 



APPENDIX B 

TABU 01' EXPORTS AIID IHPORTS TO AND PROH 

GIlEAT BIIlTAIN a 

I. TOTAl, EXl'OIlTS, IMPORTS AND B.u.ANCK 

Y,ar Exlorl~ l".~rts Baltme. 
1751 •••••••••••• i4a.363 i2.48.941 :E206.s?8 
1753 ............ 4D,64lI 194,030 151,382 
1753 ............ 50.553 277.864 a2?.311 
1754 ............ 26.663 136.413 10lI0750 
1755 ............ 28.054 ISI.on: 123.017 
1756 ............ 24.073 2500425 226.35. 
1757 ............ 19.168 353.311 334,143 
1758 ............ 140260 356.555 34'1."94 
1759 ............ 21.684 630.785 60\10100 
1760 ............ 21,125 480,106 458.981 
1761 ............ 48.648 289.570 240.922 
1760 ............ SS.88a :088.046 229.164 
1763 ............ 53.g88 238.560 1840571 
1764 ............ 53.697 515.416 416,719 
I76S ............ 540959 380.349 327.J89 
1766 ............ 67.020 330.809 263.80g 
1767 ............ 61 ..... 417.957 SS6,534 
1768 ............ 87.115 482,930 395.8IS 
1769 ............ 73.466 740918 1.453 
1770 ............ 69,882 47SoWI 406.109 

, 1771 ............ IIS.S'5 653.601 557.745 
1m . ~ ....... " .. 82.707 343.970 261.263 
1m ............. 76.246 a8g,a14 212,g68 
1774 ............ 80,008 437.!137 357.929 
ms ............. 187.018 IpS IBS.7IJO in f ...... 

• Customs 3: $I to is. In the British Public ReconI Office. 
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APPENDIX C 

TABLE OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS' 

I. NEW You: AND LoNDON 

Imtorls 
Irom 

NI!'WYork 
;£ s d 

· ...... 36.997. 5. 8 
· ...... 38.4ll4.I4-II 
· ....•. 45.865.17. 8 
· ..•.• , 21.289- 8. 9 

17,987. 5·II 
13.136. 8. 6 
9.828. 3.11 
3.#2.~ 4 

10,011.17. 9 

6.328. ~.IO 
16.721. 2. 7 

· •••••• 17.729.19· 7 
· ...••• 29.977.19· 9 
· . . • • •• 28.921.18. 4 
· ..•••. 38.232.10. 6 
· ..•••• 45.682.13 •• 
· . . • • •. 35.502.-. 7 
· • . • • •. 50.509. 9· 9 
• . . • • •. 38.sSS. 5 .• 
· ...•.• 55.191.12. 7 
.....•• 72.894-10. 8 

58.743. 7. 9 
• ••••.• 54.475.18• 3 
.•••••. 49.381. 5· 4 
•••.... 95.105.16. 6 

Extorls 10 N I!'W YorAl 
E"9/is" 

M.""/lI<lures 
;£ • d 

"4.190.-. 6 
124,329· 5. ~ 
199.577.13.10 
87.499·-.5 

II4,451. 4- 8 
169,233.19. 3 
228.377.18. I 
263.'90. 7. 7 
483.952. 8.-
387.8» 6. 7 
89.630.17.-

216,164-130 7 
133M3.13.8 
336.351.17. 6 
217.487.13. 9 
184.865.14- I 
258.01 •• 3. 8 
299.480.13. 5 
48.990.18. I 

284.972. 8.10 
393.344.10.10 
183.662.14--
127,432·19.10 
250.728. 7.11 

1.'40. 5.11 

F O'';g .. M .""II#I.r .. 
I"ti"., 
;£ • d 

25.530. I. 4 
21.845.10. 5 
25.768.13.10 
13.500.19·-
17.097.-·2 
31.753.7. I 
43.148.18. I 
30.136.7. I 
59.803.12. 6 
42,123.12. 9 
25.851.3. 6 
23.356.14-11 
30.093.18. 6 
37.486. 6~ 
20,287.19. 9 
18.940- 7.-
57.585,'5. 7 
96,J80.18. 3 
3.900· 5. 6 

45_ 4- 3 
66.841.16. 6 
3O.Bog. 6. 9 
69.942. 1.10 
61.908. 1.8 

54-16. 7 

Oul 01 lirM 
;£ • d 

48.177. 7· 3 
28.916.7.6 
24.950.18. 7 
7.845. 7·11 
4,190.14- I 
9.477.16~ 

37.521.10. 8 
43.946. 3.10 
58,825.1~ 
18,065.-.10 
7.103. 4-10 

28.091.2." 
34,139.19- 4 
99-031.17. 5 
81.312. 7. 2 
47.373.14-10 
17.7OS. 8. " 
8.III. 7. 8 
2,324-19· 4 

'5,241. 1~ 
23,030.12. 3 
10,245-130 8 
4,204-12.-

10,612. 3-10 -.-
• Customs 3: 51 to 75. In the British Public Record Office. • In 

time tJ indicates that the foreign manufactures were reexported within 
. the period during which drawbacks were allowed, and .. out of time· 
the reverse. 
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APPENDIX, C-(COtIlillued) 

TABLE OF ExPoIlTS AND IMPORTS 

U. NEW Ycu: AND 'I'BB 0uft0IITs 

1 .. ~ &~'oN""Y""" 
fro. Eroglisll For. M_IIII:""'s y,,,, N.."Yor" M_IIII:""'$ 1a"- o..tol"-
£Id £ad £.d £ad 

1751 5,366.10. 3 3J.IgG.'I8. 4 1'/.fY12. 8. " 780. 8. 4 
17sa 2,164. I.n 13.112.1'/. 7 5,212.11).- 6130 8. I 
1753 4.687. 40 8 16,82s.-. 5 1_7.16. 7 324016. 7 
1754 5.3740 I.n 13.600. 7. 7 s.osa.-. 4 
1755 •••••••• 10,061. 6. 4 14.7ss.150n sa50 30 " 51. 7.-
1756 •••••••• 10,\136.12.10 31.3U. 30 a 8,2sa.17. 5 396. 6. 7 
1757 •••••••• !J,34O.-. Ii 34.771).12.IO B.B64. 7. 3 (11).10. II 
17sB • • • • • • •• 10,818.150 3 16,1540 40 5 2,772. I. 8 as6. 1.-
17S!1 •••••••• 1I.672.I2. 6 23.9Il2.130 I 4.3OG. 6.u 
1760 •••••••• 14.7!I6.U. a a8.6:27.17. " ".Ws. 6. II 4S4-I!).-
1761 •••••••• SI.!I06.11). 7 IB.441). 30 II 3.!I06.n. 3 231.11). 7 
1;>6a •••••••• 41.152. 6.10 19.96l.16.U <412. I). 3 
1763 •• • • • • •• &4,010.14- 7 Jll.ozt. 6. 5 2,828. 5. " lI!).ll).-

1764 " • • • • •• 24.71S.12.- W5G. 50 9 7.837·-.u 4S!). 40 6 
1765 •••••••• 16,727. 7. 8 42,284-n. • 19.!JO!). 6. 4 1.067.12.10 
1766 •••••••• 81.337.18. 6 sB.ozt.-.IO 1a..150 5 3.)41. 30 6 
I767 •••• • . •• as.gaG.I8.- 75,24!). 2. II g,a66. 8. I 3J8. 17. 8 
1768 ........ 36,605.16. I 72,484. 8.n 6,17I).17.U lI\l3o 8. a 
I76!I ........ 34,880.18. 7 16,326.130 4 3.221).14011 145.16. 8 
I770 •••••••• 14.6g0.17.10 1I9.45G.14- 8 to,S54016. 7 271.n. 8 
1m •••••••• 22,g80.18. 3 IsB.7Ii3-n. S n.s8B. 8. 8 52. 8.-
Ina •••••••• 23.1164.-. 9 In.17s. 50 I 7.687.1s. II sgo. ... 6 
177S ........ 81.77G.13o II 71.461).10. 7 16,16501S. 4 
1774 ........ so,6:27.-. 5 roS.27o.n. II s.li7:z.lo.n 74$.r6.-
1775 ........ 910912. 7.n 33---

3SS 



APPENDIX D 

SHIPPING INTO AND OUT OF NEW YORK, 

1754, 1763 AND 1764' 

Gt. Britain 
Ireland ........ . 
S.Europe ...... . 
Africa ......... . 
Br. & For. W. I. . 
Newfoundland .. 
Quebec •........ 
Nova Scotia ..... 
New Hampshire . 
Massadtusetts .,. 
Connecticut •.... 
Rhode Island ...• 
New Jersey ••... 
Pennsylvania .... 
Maryland •...... 
Virginia ....... . 
North Carolina •• 
South Carolina .• 
Georgia •....... 
East Florida ., ..• 
West Florida ...• 
Bahamas ...... . 
Bermuda •...... 
Total Extra 

Zl54 
To_o 

Ell/trod CI'M,d 
2.635 2,205 

820 1.515 
750 ~o 

155 130 
5.960 S.g80 

105 440 

170 545 

30 

130 

25 

496 1,291" 

30 40 
100 

SO 
80 75 

Continental ..• 10,450 
Total Within 

Z161 
To_o 

Enler,d Cloar,d 

3.g80 '.079 
5SO 1,460 

1.390 6go 
65 70 

40'24" 7.433 
405 
355 

20 

70S 
265 

120 
90 

85 
615 935 

2JO 
60 

'65 
205 3S 
200 115 

Z164 
To_o 

EII/trotl CI'IJr,tI 

40040 3.952 
1.647 1.882 
2,J8S 1.087 

140 
7.340 7.938 

465 
345 

80 44S 
290 

100 

80 
30 

S40 50S 
25 35 
30 lOS 

100 290 

103 93 
370 330 

Continent ....• 1,056 
Grand Total .•..• ".506 

:1,371 615 
12,686 b 11.129 

3.585 ns 3.700 
15.467 4 16.660 0 17 ..... ' 

• c. 0.5:1327, 1228. 
b Shipping to Amsterdam am~ to 135 1mII. to Hamburg go, to 

Rotterdam 130, which brings the total to 13.041 tons • 
• Shipping to Havana accounted for l.o6? tons. 

4 Shipping to Amsterdam amounted to 160 tons. to Bordeaux, Iso, to 
Louisbourg. 40. which brings the total to 15,s'7 1000. 

e Plus SO 1000 to Louisbourg. bringing the total to 17.020. 
t Shipping to Amsterdam amounted to ISS 1mII. to Hamburg, 20, to 

Porto Rico, 95. to Monlreal. 40. and to New Orl ...... bringing the total 
to 170352 t0D5. 

, 356 



APPENDIX E 

SHIPPING TO AND FROM THE WEST INDIES, 1754. I?63 

AND 1764. DISTINGUISHING ISLANDS AND PORTS' 

I1Sf 1163 1164 
T_g. TDnfIGg. TDftftDg. 

En/".Id CII_II E", .... II Cko",j En/ .... II Cllantl 
Jamaica ........... 1,025 1,956 695 3,J1!8 1,270 1,880 
Antigua 19o 7go 310 4!J'I 635 310 
SI. Oniatophers ... 655 780 2J2 385 SJ4 Sl7 
s.rbad ............ J85 600 380 325 165 115 
Nevis ............. 45 b b b b 

Ariguila ........... 315 50 260 55 
Montserrat ........ 105 105 
SI. Martina ........ 60 b b b b 

1' .... k's laland ...... 255 b b b b 

Cyana ............. 25 b b b b 

Hava ............. 50 1,067 600 go 280 
CapeFran~ ..... 30 
Virgin Islauds ..... 6ts 800 25 25 200 185 
SI.Croix .......... 260 SO 445 400 630 
SI.Euslatius 470 45 I65 145 525 
Cura~ ........... 520 665 600 800 1,J60 
Surinam .......... 2J5 145 15 lOS 30 55 
HondW'aS ......... 695 170 15 970 346 
Muoquitao ... : ..... 130 135 66 88 
Manto Oniati ..... 260 ISO 170 

• c. O. 5: IlI27 and IzaII. 
.x.. 1763 and 1764 the ahippiug to Nevis, SI. MartiDs, Turks IsIaad, 

Cyana and other small' IsIaads has beea lumped t<Jgether. Eulries ill 
1763.-ed to 1,000 _ and d-....... to S47 _; ill 1764_ 
totalled 1.695 and 1,a6I _ ns~. 



APPENDIX F 

SHIPPING INTO AND OUT OF NEW YORK, BOSTON 

AND PHILADELPHIA, 1765-1766 

1_4 0_", 
New PhikJ.. NtfII Phil4-
York Bos/o,. delph", York Bos/os delphi4 

Great Britain .....• 4.842 7,163 4,455 2,87~ 5,286 1,830 
Ireland •••••.•..... 880 80 4.100 2,035 436 4,830 
South. Europe ••..• 710 2,018 4.230 3,190 1,075 4.455 
Br. West Indies ••. 3A80 2,475 9,1J2 4,200 1,835 12,049 
For. West Indies •• 4.785 3,820 2,59Z 4,I85 5,971 IM5 
Africa •••••.•..•••. 295 40 290 27S JOO 
Canada •••••••••.•• 30 465 6- 125 425 100 
Newfoundland •.... 460 912 585 96:a 1,002 1,975 
Nova Scotia ...•.•. 40 2,215 1,045 254 2,115 ,so 
New Hampshire ... 80 1,000 4SO 1,180 370 
Massachusetts ..... 80 32,760 4,408 240 J8,J6o 3.925 
Connecticot •••••••• S44 p80 83 3,120 no 
Rhode Island ••.... 897 S40 44S 74 JOO 5s6 
New York •••••.... 210 6:zz llis 512 
New Jersey •..••... 30 70 58 
Peonsylvania ...... 95 2,810 145 2,49J 
Maryland ••.•.••••. 1316 J66 25 855 1,752 
Virginia •••....•••. 40 1,285 837 90 463 880 
North Carolina ••.. 2J7 3,034 1,066 '30 2.393 ,,268 
South Carolina ••.. 407 400 1,266 J25 872 1,173 
Georg;. •.......... 40 100 75 100 as 230 
East Florida •...••. 25 10 
West Florida •.•.•. 95 20 175 370 48 lOS 
Bahamas .......... 75 163 405 SO SO 317 
Bermudas •••.•••.•• 4S 80 425 190 242 
Total ••.•••...•..•• 18,214 66,546 36.872 19,812 69.574 39.487 

z766-z767 

Gt. Britain ........ s.:z67 7,094 n,:z63 6.8:z4 5.994 8.670 
Foreign Ports ..... 5345 7,190 6,950 7,610 1.684 6.:z45 
Br. West Indies ... 3.625 1,971 '11,144 4,548 7.688 1J,07S 
Cont. of N. A. ..... 2,823 8,835 13,099 2,789 IG,JJ8 14.120 
Total .............. 17,460 2s,ogo 42As6 21371 2S304 42,1t2 

• MaD1I5Ct"ipt papers in the Massachusetts Historical Society, 1IOIeI of 
Professor Cbaming and coIleetion entitled "Customs Papers, Imports 
and Exports 1765-lm." 
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APPENDIX G 

SHIPPING INTO AND OUT OF NEW YORK, BOSTON, 

PHILADELPHIA AND CHARLESTON, 1768-1772' 

INW ABD. 5 J ANUABY 1168 TO 5 J ANUABY 1169 

New York B •• , ... Philadelphia CMrle.'oII 
G ..... t Britain .............. 1.158 6.946 6.924 18,125 
Ireland .................... 1.318 220 lA70 1,010 

Southern Europe •.••...•..• 1,500 1.871 S,ool 2.023 
Africa .................... 130 
British &: For. Weat Indi .. .. 6,301 10,811 11.671 8,238 
Newfoundland ............. :a6S 1,140 425 
Quebec ••••••.....••..••••. 115 365 45 
Nova Scotia ••••.•...••.••• 285 .",364 1.~ 

New Hampshire ••..•.•..•• 40 281 313 
Massachusetts Bay ......... SIS 2.992 753 
Connecticut ................ 3.8 509 120 
Rhode Island .............. 1,100 114 650 245 
New York ................. 345 423 38s 
New Jersey ..... ~ ......... 10 24 
PeD1lSYlvania .............. 315 2,345 1,115 
Maryland .................. 70 856 145 20 
Virginia ................... 440 625 1,:a08 60 
North Carolina ............ 69+ 2.642 1,242 43 
South Carolina ............ 360 39S 6'5 
Georgia ................... 130 270 189 
Eat Florida ............... 'SID 850 
We.st Florida •••••••••••••• 185 16$ 
Bab_ .................. 204 355 
Bermuda ................... ns flO 273 
Total Extra Continental •••• 16,476 190848 25,071 29,3g6 
Total Within Continent •••• 5,371 12,135 908gB 5,0S3 
Total ..................... ·'.847 31.983 34.970 . 34A49 

• Customs 16: I. 
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APPENDIX G-(Conlinued) 

OUTWARDS. 5 ]ANU.uy 1768 TO 5 ]ANU.uy 1769 

NI!WYtWk BDnD .. PlHlDdelph;" Clllwlt"DfJ 
Great Britain .............. 5.139 6.428 4.134 15.873 
Ireland .................... 2.522 170 3.482 
Southern Europe ..........• 2,360 1.333 7,255 5.515 
Africa .................... 35 
British" For. WestIndies .• 6.91!I 10,095 12,019 5,808 
Newfoundland ............. '.900 2.068 773 
Ouebee .................... 55 145 ISS 80 
Nova Scotia ............•.• 195 1.975 880 
New Hampshire ........... 331 253 
Massaehusetts Bay ......... 345 2,276 s67 
CoDDeCticut ••• 1 •••••••••••• 70 618 240 
Rhode Island .............. 1.075 396 155 
New York .••.•....•...•..• 380 728 345 
New Jersey ......••.•...••• 21 
PeDIIS)'lvania ......•..••••.• 267 1.936 S25 
Maryland .................. 6 1.716 i.365 20 
Virginia ................... 93' 1,116 1,102 70 
North CaroIi02 ............ 705 4.076 1,257 ISO 
South Carolina ............ 305 556 745 
Georgia ................... 30 305 ISO 1.020 
East Florida ..........••..• 345 720 
West Florida .............. SO 30 30 65 
Bahamas .................. 67 345 
Bermodas ................. 172 100 293 
Totals Extra Continental ..• 17.037 18.026 26.8g0 27.196 
Totals Within CoutiDent ..•• 6.536 15.672 10.534 4.355 
Totals ............•......•• 23.573 33.698 37_ 3

'
.55' 



APPENDIX G-(Conti"tIetl) 

INWARD. 5 JANUARY 1169 '10 5 JANUARY 1110 

N""y ...... B •• ,." Phil4lklthi4 Ch.,.leI'." 
G ..... t Britain .............. 3.785 7.333 5.504 140551 
Ireland .................... 1.435 100 2.995 
Southern Europe ..•••.•. , .•• 2,700 2,120 9.685 1,310 
Africa .•..•..•.•••.•....... 30 ~ 2,215 
British'" For. West Indies " 6.964 IOA95 11.726 6.123 
Newfoundland ............. 545 998 1.393 200 
Quebec ••••••..•..•..••••.. 615 gso 44S 
Nova Scotia .: ...•......... 175 3.961 1,270 121 
New Hampshire ............ 8g6 345 
Massachusetta .............. 1.385 3.045 575 
Connecticut ................ 4,230 3,24D go 40 
Rhode Island ... ~ .......... 1.646 878 604 457 
New York ................. 814 ~S4 210 
New Jersey ................ 292 40 280 
Pennsylvania .............. 2A79 Sgs 
Maryland .................. 120 1,310 1.325 60 
Virginia ................... 1.068 t.993 1,227 :IS 
NOIth Caroli .. ............ 828 1.925 .. no 376 
Sou1h Carolin .............. 315 335 94S 
Georgi ..................... 230 215 373 
Ea91 Florida ............... 260 137 55 649 
West Florida ................ 125 100 240 
Bah_ .................. 42 160 245 
Bennudu .................. go 20 395 
Total Extra Continental 14.918 lID,057 lI!l.910 ,24.199 
Total Withm Continent ..... n.gs9 lID,426 12,423 40921 
Total ...................... a6.Sn 400483 42.333 lI!l.l26 



APPENDIX G-(Continued) 

OUTWARDS, 5 JANUARY 1769 TO 5 JANUARY 1770 

N...,York Bon"" PhilaMlph", C/oMIen"" 
Great Britain •............. 3.955 6,7f7! 4.049 14,681 
Ireland .................... 2,515 60 3.170 
Southern Europe .......... 3~78 1,081 12,040 5.773 
Africa .................... 205 495 log 
British & For. West Indies .. 5.466 8,995 11,114 5~ 
NewfOUlldland ............. 825 1,682 608 120 
Quebee .................... 6go 520 115 
Nova Scotia •••..•••...••.• 275 993 4Bo 
New Hampshir. ........... 10 727 J20 
Massachusetts Bay ......... 101 3,990 395 
Connecticut ................ 4.471 3,181 go SO 
Rhode Island .............. 1,714 1,171 748 522 
New York ................ I~I 253 285 
New Jersey ................ 100 60 
Pennsylvania ., ...•....... : . 388 2,575 660 
Maryland •••....•.......... 19o 1,193 6go 30 
Virginia ................... 861 2..370 932 '75 
North Carolina ............ gaS 2.479 1,121 I,m 

South Carolina ., ............ 310 910 715 
Georgia ................... '5 245 220 622 
East Florida •••............ 115 .65 80 5'5 
West Florida ••......... '" 305 20 '00 '5 
Bahamas .................. 35 '75 333 
Bermudas ................. 127 20 205 
Totals Extra Contiuental '" 15.419 '7,,338 30.403 26~. 
Totals Within Continent ... 11,640 19.7f7! .0,468 5,006 
Totals •••........•....••..• 27,059 37,045 40,871 31~ 



APPENDIX G-(Cofl"tlued) 

!NwAllllS, 5 JANUARY 1770 ro 5 JANUARY 1771 

NtWY.,k B •• , ... PhilaMlthilJ ChtJrle"01t 
Great Britain .............. 4.055 6,830 4.105 9,153 
Ireland .................... 1,667 2,261 440 
Southern Europe ........... 3.124 1.640 13.620 2,256 
Africa .................... 230 
W .. t Indi ................. 8,695 11,088 14.1)46 9.5«>3 
NewlOllndland .......... ~ .. ISg I,2?5 75 140 
o...t>ec .................... 340 495 ISo So 
Nova Scotia ............... 100 2,759 830 100 
New Hampshire ........... 1.335 465 
M ... aeh ..... tts .............. 660 4.195 8?0 
Connecticut .. ., ............ 1.739 3.714 183 20 

Rhode Island .............. 1.350 J.,I9S 1,057 44S 
New York ................. 1111 552 460 
New Jersey ................ 3? 60 
Pennoylvania ............... 6?? 2.405 1,360 
Maryland .................. 160 9J8 1.010 35 
Virginia ................... 417 1.010 1116 10 
North Carolina ............ 446 2,115 1,1oB 468 
SOIIth Carolina ............ 390' 34S 63? 
Georgia ................... 6s 30 427 49S 
East Florida ............... 60!1 684 
West Florida .............. 275 30 54 
Bahamas ................... 284 0110 156 466 
Bermudas .................. 148 4S 342 3!l5 
Total Extra Contintlllal •..• I7.T11 19.558 3S.sJ8 .'.4I2 
Total Within Con~ ••.• 7.768 18,800 11.951 6,142 
Total ...................... a5.53!1 38.360 47.489 27,s54 



APPENDIX G-(Conlinued) 

OUTWAIlDS. 5 1ANUAAY 1770 TO 5 1ANUAAY 1771 

NnJJ York Bos/o" PhiJlJlklph", 
Great 'Britain .............. .4.665 5.819 3,208 
Ireland .•....••.•.•....•... 2.692 4.791 
Southern Europe .......... 2.920 813 10.1140 
Africa •....•.•.....•......• 98 415 147 
West Indies ............. ,. 7.005 8.248 13.&t:z 
Newfoundland............. 1.049 1.708 776 
Quebec ••................•• J8n 530 230 
Nova Scotia •.....••••...•. 210 2.6,u 855 
New Hampshire •....•. ,... 930 485 
Massachusetts • • . • • . . . . . . • . 770 3A90 
Connecticut ...•............ 1.168 3.709 183 
Rhode Island ............ , . . 1.3'5 1.423 835 
New York ••............... 919 730 
New Jersey.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 
Pennsylvania ..•....••...... 637 3.305 
Maryland ......•...•..••..• lOS 1,280 
Virginia •......•..••••••... 608 I • .uo 
North Carolina •..••..••... :z82 3.092 
South Carolina •......••..• 770 530 
Georgia •..•..••.•.•••.••.. 110 
East Florida ............... 1.160 60 
West Florida ........... ,.. sao 
Bahamas ••....••.•..•••..• 144 
Bermudas ...••••........•.• 95 
Total Extra c-inentaI .... 17,J8n 
Total Within Continent .... 90273 
Total ...•••...•••••.•...... 26,653 

100 

15,295 
21,670 
36,965 

1,176 
1,900 
1.302 

25 
54 

126 
75 

32.781 
14.111 
4Ii,80:z 

6,291 

7,374 

20 

350 

458 
J84 
135 
690 
343 

25.392 
4.584 

29.976 



APPENDIX G-(Colltillued) 

INWAIDS, 5 JANUARY 1"1 TO '5 JANUARY I"~ 

N""Yllf'k B.n .... PltilGMlpltu. Cha,les'." 
Great Britain ............... 6,850 1,5011 8,151 11,818 
Ireland .................... 1.4U 1,545 310 
Southern Europe ........... 1,344 1,055 6.345 2,361 
Africa .................... 993' 
W .. t I.di .. ................ 8,191 12,155 13,391 8,208. 
Newfoundland ............. 605 1,665 130 
Ouebec .................... 450 • 10 
Nova Scotia ............... 90 3,25r 535 50 
New Hampshire ........... 1,085 360 
Massaehu •• tts ........... ~. 30S 3,115 915 
Connecticut H •••••••••••••• 1,334 ~39O ~15 

Rhode Island ..•••.••••••••• 10418 890 105 333 
N ... ,Vork ................. 385 1,081 1,166., 
N ... Jersey ................ 25 30 65 
POIIIISy\vania .............. 886 2,345 a,~ 

Maryland .................. 20 1,11& 473 9S 
Virginia ................... 415 1,333 1,366 15 
North Carolina .......... ~. 314 2,244 1.5gB 353 
South Carolina ............. 610 431 1.60S 
Georgia ..................... 3D 110 415 "4 
East Florida ............... 210 lOCI 766 
W .. t Florida .............. lOCI 40 115 
Bahamas .................. 210 215 ao8 511 
Bermudas ................. 105 148 ISS 606 
Total Extn. Continental •••• 17.196 20,712 29.444 233SO 
Total Within Continent 7.247 1B.708 12,296 7.842 
Total ...................... -5,043 J9.42O 4'.740 31.59'1 



APPENDIX G-(Conlitlued) 

OUTWAlIDS, 5 JANU/\J1Y 1111 1'05 JANU/\J1¥ 1112 

NewYor" Boslo .. PhiladelPhia CAorlesl .. 
Great Britain .............. 4,830 5,750 J,222 15.190 
Ireland .................... 2.416 3A?0 
Southern Europe •.....•..•• 2,029 1,113 7,110 2,882 
Africa .................... 115 267 90 30 
West Indies ............... 1,108 9.171 13.449 6,131 
Newfoundland ............. 1.605 2,275 610 
Quebec .................... 315 495 J20 
SI. John's ................. 50 173 
Nova Scotia ............... 80 2.627 720 
New ·Hampshire ........... 1,328 295 
Massachusetts ............. 460 3.355 482 
Connecticut ................ 547 3.016 310 
Rhode Island .............. 1,205 116 800 237 
New York .....•......•••.. 619 1,011 5gB 
New Jersey ............... 23 30 222 
Pennsylvania .............. 719 2,485 1,8oa I,soS 
Maryland .................. 10 1.419 2.099 
Virginia ................... 303 2.0sS 1,456 IS 
North Carolina ............ 620 3.698 1.755 !)Z9 
South Carolina ............ 1,066 1,235 
Georgia ................... 15 100 550 I,I~ 

East Florida •.•..•.•..••.••• 649 326 
West Florida .............. 260 15 100 
Bah';"" .................. 135 J20 253 4f¥1 

Bermudas ................. 153 40 274 398 
Total Extra Continental .... 17,2sS 16,301 27.341 24,835 
Total Within Continent .... 8,275 22.694 15.688 6,196 
Total ..................... 25.533 38.995 43.029 31.031 



APPENDIX G-(COfIIi"ued) 

I"wAIIDS, 5 ]A".UA».Y x772 1'0 5 ]ANUA».Y 1713 

NtvJ York Bolio .. Phi/"/~hitJ 
Great Britain .............. 6,117 9,325 7,751 
Ireland .................... 915 1,125 
Southern Europe ........... 2,480 1,343 8,120 
Africa .................... . 
West lD:Iies ................ 8,170 
Newfoundland ............. 980 
Ouebec .................... 230 
St.1ohns ................. .. 
Nova Scotia .............. . 
New Hampshire '........... 85 
Massachusetts .............. 610 
COIlIIeCticut ................ 2,721 
Rhode JsI ... d .............. 2,386 
New York ................ . 
New Jersey ................ 123 
PODI\SY1vania .............. 857 
Mar:YI ... d .................. 15 
Virginia ................... 513 
North Carolina ............ 1,483 
South Carotina ............ 4a8 
Georgia ................... 20 
East Florida ............... 149 
W .. t Florida .............. go 
Bahamas .................. 268 
Bermudaa ................. 215 
Total Extra Continental •••• 17,682 
Total Within Continent .... n,l79 
Total ..................... 28,861 

12,4Iig 

2P1 
913 
285 

1,888 
803 

2,922 
g61 

1,173 

12,941 
350 

610 
1.155 
1.143 
IABo 

526 
70 

ChtJr".,o .. 
10,932 
I,no 

. 2,565 
2,171 
6,121 

suo 
25 

312 
601 

2,055 
75 

130 
566 



APPENDIX G-(Contillwd) 

OVTWAllDS, 5 1AJ1tTAlIY 1772 10 S 1AHtTAIlY 1773. 

N.."Y",.k BolIDfJ PhiltulelphiIJ ChorltllD1f 
Great BritaiD ...........••• 4,280 6,178 3,123 15,610 
IreIancI .................... 1,610 '70 2.491 
Soatbem Europe •.••.....•• 2A4!1 555 SAI5 1.77. 
Africa .................... 260 - 20 2l)O 

West Indies ............... 8,076 10,703 15,674 5.749 
Newfoundlarul ............. 2,032 3,730 770 
Quebec .................... 390 610 100 
St. 10hns ••.••••........... 140 55 
Nova Scotia ••••..........• 70 2,187 871 
New Hampshire ........... 27 1,167 205 
Massochusetts ............. 1,061 3,J26 46s 
Coonecticut ................ 2,1l22 2,833 259 20 

Rhode Is1aDd .............. 2,197 1,087 622 J40 
New York •••••••..•...••.. 1,036 737 468 
New1ersey ............... 55 
PennsylvaDia .............. J89 .... 1 1,630 
Maryland •..•......•••..•.• 237 1,975 660 16$ 
Virginia ................... J89 2,110 2AJ2 70 
North Carolina ............ 1.454 4.004 2,036 1,661 
Sooth Carolina ............ 86J 970 2,099 
Georgia ................... 20 125 441 1.90S 
East Florida .............. 135 30 526 
West Florida •••....•.•.... 240 94 
Bahamas .................. 88 215 282 452 
Bermudas ................. 85 70 125 J23 
Total Extra Continental •... 16,675 18,026 29.723 23.423 
Total Wilhin Continent .... 11,899 24,480 15.D9!1 8,125 
Total ••••.•..••............ 28.574 42,506 45,822 31,$48 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

PBIY:ARY SOmCES 

I. MIJlCANTJl.B CORRESPONDENCE AND ACCOUNTS 

This material, of which very little has been prioted, is of fundamental 
impol'lance in a study of the organization and conduct of busi..,.s, be­
cause it is the chief source of ilriormation concerning business methods. 
policy and ethks, financial practices and trade relations. Letter-Gooks, 
since they cODtain copies of all the letters which were sent out by the 
merchant, are perhaps the most valuable, but ledgers, journals, waste­
books (the books in which the fi .... t entry of a purchase or sale was made), 
invoice-books and even receipt~ may be made to yield supplemeotary 
evidence of equal imPortance particularlY in the study of fiDanciaI 
methods. Colleetions of papers, such as the Alexander Papers, provide 
a less connec:ted accoUDt of mercantile transactions, but frequentlY il>­
elude business documents such as bills of lading and statements of current 
accounts which are natural!y not to be found in the more formal books. 
In the search for this material I have found most helpful Greene and 
Morris' Guilk 10 IIv Prillti'/IOI SONt"t •• of Ea.llI Amnit ... Hin.., 
(1600-1800) .. IIv Cily of NfU/ y .. t (New York, 1929). 

I. Manuscript Material: 

/ .. IIv NfU/ yo.t Hinorieal Socilly: 

William Alexander, Letters. 
Accounts, Bills and l«ceipts, :a vols. Cited as 

A.B.&:R. 
Stirling Papers. 

EVort Bancker, Account Book. 
Jouma1. 

Gerard G. Beekman, Letter Book. 
Walter &: Robert Livingston, Journal. 

Ledger. 
Waste Book. 

Phyn &: Ellice, Receipt Book. 
Robert Saunders, Letter Book. 
Thomas Witter, Account Book. 

Receipt Book. 
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I,,'he New York Public Library: 

Bayard-Campbell-Pearsall Collection. 
Philip Cuyler, Letter Book, 1755-1760. 

Ledger, 1765-1770. 
Livingston Letter (a volume of photostats). 
John and Stephen Van Cortlandt, Letter Books. 

Van Rensselaer-Fort Collection. 

In Columbia U""er.nly: 

J obn Ludlow, Letter Book. 
Invoice Book. 

Ledgers. 
Journals. 

Templeton & Stewart Receipt Book. 

In the HmoncDl Socidy of P.",,,,yZ,,,,nia: 

Gratz-Croghan Collection. 
Orr, Dunlope & Glenholme, Letter Book. 
Thomas Riche, Letter Book. 
Daniel Roherdeau, Letter Book. 
Thomas Wharton, Letter Book. • 

I" the Librory of Congres" 

Jamieson Papers. 

18 the Chambtr of Com ... we. of the State of New York, The Insurance 
Book of William and lac<lb Walton. 

2. Printed Material: 

Aspinwall Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 4th 
series, X. 

The Commerce of Rhode Island, Massachusetts Historical Society Col­
lections, 7th series, IX and X. 

The Letter Book of Jolm Watts, New York Historical Society Col-
lections, LXI. . 

The Lloyd Papers, New York Historieal Society Collections, XXXIX. XL. 
Letters and Diary of John Rowe, ed. Anne Rowe CUDDingham (Bnston, 

19(3). 
New York Chamber of Commerce, Colonial Recordo of the New York 

Chamber of Commerce, 1768-1784; with historical and biograpbieal 
sketches by 101m Austin Stevens, Jr. (New York, 1867). The ori­
ginal is in the library of the Now York Chamber of Comm~ 
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n. OFFICIAL DOCUJlENTS AND COlUlESPONDENCB 

While general estimates of the ?alae and volume of the trade of the 
proviru:e may be found in the reports of the governors printed in Docu­
ments Relating to the Colonial History of New York. the detailed ligures 
necessary to any analysis of commerce must be sought in the Customs 
House accOUDts. the Na?al Office lists and the reports of British consuls 
to be found in the Public Reeord OJlice in London. The Naval Office 
Lists, whieh are complete only for the years 1154 and 1164. indicate not 
onlY the tonnage. cargo and origin or destinatiOd of the vessel but also 
the owners. Colonial Office Papers. Treasury and Admiralty Papers. the 
correspoDdeDce of governors and other officials. laws and municipal or­
dinances also form the most important source of information concerning 
imperial. provincial and municipal regulation of trade. 

I. Manuseript Material: 

I" lIN Britisla Publie R,eDrci Offic" 

Admiralty Papers: V oIs. 3833 to J8J1. 3866, Consular Corres(>Olldem:e; 
Vol •• 1321 to 1323. List of Meditelranean Passes; Vols. 87-<)8. Regis­
tel of Passes; Vols. 136-139> Register of foreign passes. 

Colonial Office Papers: C. O. 5' 1227-1aaS. Naval Office Lists for the 
Port of New York; C. O. 388: liS. Consular Reports to the Secre­
tary of State; C. O. 3\)0: S'Il. Customs Honse Statistics. 

Customs House .Papers: Customs 3: 51-75. English Customs Honse 
AttOWIts; Imports and Exports: America, 1768-1172; State of 
NavigstiOD, 1712-177S. 

Treasury Papers: Vols. 361. 371. 3\12. 3\)6. 423, 425-6, 431. 433. 465. 468. 
46g, 473. 4B2. 50S. Papers relating to the administration of customs, 
smuggling. reform of custom administratiou, etc. 

OIatham Papers, Bundle 343. 

I .. lIN N ... York P"blie Library: 

0IaImers CoIIectiou, New York. 4 volumes of Dotes copied from British 
state papers and incInding also holograph letters from OIltstaDding 
people such as 10hn Watts and Oliver DeLancey. 

Loyatist Transcripts: Transcripts of the MaDDSCript Books and Papers 
of the Commission of Enquiry into the Losses and Services of the 
American Loyalists ••• pRSerVed amongst the Audit Oflice Records 
in the Public Reeord Office of England, 1?I\3-I79Q, New York 
claimants, Vots. XLI-XLVI. 

SleveDs, B. F ~ ~ FI<simil ... of Mss. iD EuropeaD Arcbi .... nprding 
America, Vol. XII. 
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In the Historical Society of Pmn.r;ylvania: 

Transcripts of documents in the British Public Record Office: 
Colonial Office Papers 5: 1257-1271, 1273-1279: Proprieties. 
Colonial Office Papers 391: Vols.I-89: Journal of the Board of Trade. 

I" lhe LibrBf"JI of Congrtl., 

Transcripts of Colonial Office Papers 5: 551, 556. 

I" Ihe MrusBChusetts HistoricBI Society: 

Temple Papers. 

•• Printed Material: 

Colden, Cadwallader: Letter Books. New York Historical Society Col­
lections, IX, X. 

Leiters and Papers. Ibid., L-LVI. 
English Statutes at Large. Pickering ed. (Cambridge, 1765). 
New York (City) Common Council, Minutes of the Common Council of 

the City of New York, 1675-1776,8 vols. (New York, 1905). 
New York (Colony) Colonial Laws of New York from the year 1664 

to the Revolution, 5 vols. (,Albany, 1894). 
New York (Colony, Council) Journal of the Legislative Council of the 

Colony of New York, 2 vols. (Albany, ,86,). 
--, Minutes of the Executive Council. Ed. V. H. Pa1sits, 2 vols. 

(Albany, 1910). 
New York (Colony) General Ass.".,ly, Journal of the votes and pro­

ceedings of the General Assembly of the colony of New York, ,6g,­
r?65,2 vols. (New York, 1764-66); third volume, 1766-1776 (Albany, 
1820). 

New York (State), Calendar of Historical Mss. in the office of the 
secretary of state, Vol. II, English Mss., 1664-1776 (Albany, 1865-
66). 

--, Calendar of New York Colonial Mss. indorsed land papers; in the 
office of the secretary of the state of New York; 16.tJ-18o:l 
(Albany, 1864). 

--, Documentary History of New York State, E. B. O'CallagbaD, Ed., 
4 vols. (Albany, 1849). 

--, Documents Relating to the Colonial History of New York, E. B. 
O'Callaghan, Ed., 15 vols. (Albany, 1853-1887). 

Wraxall, Peter, Abridgement of Indian Affairs, contained in four folio 
volumes transacted in the colony of New York from the year 1678 
to the year 1751. Ed. C. H. McIlwain (Cambridge, 1915). 
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M. NKWSPAPERS 

Til, NIW Yo," Gas,lI. or W .. kly Post BOll (Parker), 1150-Ino. 
Th. NIW Yo,k Gas.It, (Weyman), 1159->1167. 
Till NIW York M""'flI (Hugh Gaine), 1152-1115. 
Till NIW York /oumal (John Holt), 1766-1116. 
Till NIW York GlJIItt,,, (Rivington), 1m-1115. 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS SOUR(:£ KATElUAI. 

I. Manuscript Material: 
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William Samuel Johnson Papers. In the Connecticut Historical Society. 
Kelby, William, Mss. Notes on Trinity ClIurch. In the New York 

Historical Society. 
King'. College Matriou1&. In the Columbiana Collection, Columbia 

University. 
Petus' Ms.. In the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Smith, William, Diary. 4 vols. In the New York Public Library. The 

diary of an able lawyer and a leader of the popular party, author 
of the • History of the Late Province of New York." Full of 
int ..... ting description and comment on the contemporary scene. 

Correspondence of John Watt •• In the New York Historical Society. 
Q,ief1y of the period after 1116. although there are a few letters 
dated before thai year. Non-mercantile, but containing shrewd and 
interesting comment. 

2. PriDled Material: 

Adam., John, The Works of John Adams. second president of the United 
States. Ed. C. F. Adams, 10 vols. (Boston, 1850-1856). The Diary 
is t!>e second volume and is interesting here for the accounts of 
journeys. particularly that to Philadelphia in 1114. and comments on 
places and persons. 

Birkel, James, Some Cursory Remarks made by- James Birkel in his 
voyages to North America, 11SO-1151 (New Ha ...... 1916). 

Booth, Benjamin, A Complete System of Bookkeeping by an improoed 
mode of double entry (London, 1786). Written by the American 
partner of the Eng\ish firm, Pigou &: Booth, which was one of the 
agents of the East India Co. in the tea episode. 

British Historical Mss. Commission, Dartmout!> Manoseripts. Report 
XIV, part 10. • 

Copley, 10hn S~ Letters and l'8pers of John Singietoo Copley and 
Henry Pelham, 1739-1776. Massachusetts Historical Society Col­
lections, LXXI. . 
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Defoe, Daniel, The Complete English Tradesman, in familiar letters: 
directing him in all the several parts and progressions of trad •• 
Reprinted from the edition of London 1745 in vols. XVII and XVIII 
of .. The N ove1s and Miscellaneous Works of Daniel Defoe " 
(Oxford, 18(1). 

Franklin, Benjamin, The Complete Works of Benjamin Franklin. Ed. 
John Bigelow, 10 vols. (New York, 1887). 

--, The Writings of Benjamin Franklin. Ed. Smyth, 10 vols. (New 
York, 1905). 

Gage, Thomas, The Correspondence of General Thomas Gage. Ed. 
C. E. Carter, 2 vols. (New Haven, 1931). 

Hamilton, Alexander, Hamilton's Itinera.rium; being a Dlrrative of a 
journey from Annapolis, Maryland, through Delaware, Pennsyl­
vania, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massa­
chusetts and New Hampsilire from May to September, 1744- Ed. 
A. B. Hart (SI. Louis, Mo., 1907). Amusing descriptions of people 
and places. 

Jolmoon, Sir William, The Papers of Sir William Johnson. 7 vots. 
(Albany, 192I-I93I). 

Kalm, Peter, Travels into North America (London, 1770-71). 
Lees, John, Journal of J. L. of Quebec, merchant (Detroit, 19U). 
Long, Edward, History of Jamaica, 2 vols. (London, 1774). Useful 

as comment of an intelligent contemporary CD the trade between 
Jamaica and the North American colonies on the .... of the Revo­
lution. The copy in the British Museum, Additional Ms. 12_ 
has manuscript notes of Long inserted betw .... the pag ... 

Quincy, Josiah, Jr., "The Diary of Josiah Quincy, Jr.," in the Proceed­
ings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, XLIX, pp. 424-481. 

Postlethwayt, Malachi, Universal Dictionary of Trad. and Commerce. 
2 vols. A translation of Savary's Die/i_ire de Com","", adapted 
and corrected for English usage. Very valuabl. for comparison of 
English and colonial practice.. 

Smith, WiUiam, History of the Late Province of New York. :2 vols. 
New York Historical Society Collections (1829 and 1830). 

Stiles, Ezra, Extraets from IfIe Itineraries and Other Miscellanies of 
Ezra Stiles, 1755-1794- Ed. F. B. Dexter (New Haven, 1916). 

Upcott Col1ection, 2 vols. In the New York Historical Society. A 
collection of newspaper clippings. 
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