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Report on Educational Facilities for the Children of subordinates 
provided by the North Western, East Indian and Great Indian 
Peninsula Railways~ 

.. INTRODUCTION. 

1. Terms of Reference.-The nature and scope of the further enquiry en
trusted to me is explained in the following terms of reference, dated the 31st 
August 1931 :-

.. (1) I am directed to request that you will make an investigation into the 
cost of giving assistance to railway employees on the North 
Western Railway towards the education of their children and 
report to the Railway Board in the manner indicated in their 
letter No. 4233-E., dated the 3rd January 1931, and in their 
Memo. bearing the same number and date. 

(2) After framing estimates of cost in respect of the North Western 
Railway, the Board desire that you should prepare an approxi
mate estimate of the cost of the scheme in respect of the other 
State-managed Railways, namely, the East Indian and Great 
Indian Peninsula Railways. 

(3) The Board also desire that you should at intervals during your ex
tended tenure, inspect the railway schools with a view to making 
recommendations for the introduction of improvements in the 
existing methods of administration as required in their letter 
and memorandum quoted above. 

(4) Finally the Board· would be glad to have your recommendations on 
the lines laid down in paragraph 4(c) of their Memorandum No. 
4233-E., dated the 3rd January 1931, as to what principle should 
be followed in regulating the grants-in-aid to other than railway 
schools during the period that the old and new principles of 
assistance are in force." 

2. The report now submitted thus forms a continuation of my main 
report dated the 5th August 1931 and my supplementary report dated the 
14th August 1931 which dealt with educational facilities provided by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway and aleo with the general questions of-

(a) recurring grants-in-aid by railways to non-railway schools, and 
(b) the administration of railway schools. 

3. The facilities referred to are in respect of general education in the usual 
school curricula and do not relate to instruction or training in technical or 
professional subjects. 

4. The information collected in the course of the educational census held 
on the North Western Railway on the 26th October 1931 relates to the children 
of both permanent and temporary subordinates (excluding Labourers and 
Inferior Servants). 

But for reasons given on pages 77, 79 and 80 of my earlier main report 
the estimates of the cost to theN. W., E. I. and G. I. P. Railways for parental 
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educational assistance under the New Rules of September 1930 are in respect 
ofperma/TU!nt subordinates only (excluding labourers and inferior servants). 
The numbers of such permanent subordinates were approximately :-

North Western Railway (OD 26th October 1931) •• 18,769 
ERst Indian Railway (OD 3,st March 1931) ,.. 19,425 
Great Indian PeniDBu1a Railway (OD 31st March 1931) 14,697 

Total •• 51,891 

5. At this point in elucidation of paragraphs I and 2 of my present 
terms of reference, it may be stated that it was considered of doubtful validity 
to calcul~te the cost of parental educational assistance for these 52,891 men 
from the estimates for 8,396 Eastern Bengal Railway permanent subordinates 
prepared from the data of the E. B. Railway educational census of the 16th 
February 1931. The N. W. Railway educ\'-tional census thus enabled one to 
investigate a larger sample, in an entirely different area and with a different 
pattern of communities. The results on the North Western Railway for the 
three lowest ranges of remuneration which contain 99% of the subordinate,l 
were found to agree quite well with the Eastern Bengal Railway results. It 
thus became possible to calculate the averages of the costs on the N. W. and 
E. B. Railways per 100 men of each community and to apply these averages 
to known numbers of subordinates, by community, on the E. I. and G. I. P. 
Railways. 

6. I wish ~o acknowledge the abundant assistance which I have continu
ously received from the Railway Board and from the Administrations of the 
N. W., E. I. and G. I. P. Railways. In particular the completion of the Edu
cational Census on the North Western Railway in the short space of 61 working 
days would not have been possible except for the a88iduous co-operation of 
the Chief Personnel Officer and the Divisional Personnel Officers of that Rail
way. My cordial thanks for information supplied are due also to the Imperial 
Census Commissioner (for figures of the 1931 Census in advance of publication), 
to the Educational Commissioner with the Government of India, to the Direc
tors of Public Instruction of the nine Provinces concerned, to the Committees 
of the seventy Railway schools and to the Heads of ninety-six non-Railway 
Schools aided by the Railways. 


