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PREFACE 

THIS book is an attempt to give an account of the conditions governing 
the lives of working women during ·the period I75O-I850. The 
fndustrial Revolution has been studied from many aspects, but so 
a r women's work during this period has not been the subject of any 
separate and detailed study. It is hoped that the present book. 
though necessarily limited in scope, may do something towards filling 
this gap. 

My grateful thanks are due to the late Professor Lilian Know les 
for her inspiration in the early stages of this research and guidance in 
the use of materials for this period which she knew so well ; and espec­
iallyam I indebted to Dr. Eileen Power, who has directed myresearcheso 
for her unfailing interest and her invaluable help in discussion. and in 
reading and criticizing my manuscript. I must also record my deep 
gratitude to Mrs Bernard Shaw for her generous scholarship, which 
allowed me to devote an extra year to this study. and for the kindly 
interest she has always taken in this subject. Finally, I wish to 
express my thanks to the Clerk of the Peace at Derby, the Rector of 

. Darlaston, the Vicar of Rugeley, and the Clerk to the Parish Council 
of Duflieid, for giving me facilities to use the documents in their 
charge. 

IVY PINCHBECK. 
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APPENDIX 

OCCUPATIONS OF WOI4EN IN I841. 

The following figures taken from the Occupational Abstract of the 
Census Returns, I84I, (P.P. :1B44, ltXVii., pp. 3:1-44), while not 
3.ltogether accurate, are interesting in showing the distribution of women 
in industry at this time. The numbers given are for England 3.lone, 
and trades employing only very few women have for the most part 
been omitted. . 

r ........ Females ....... Under to yean Under 
Uldupwam. .. ,. ... aud upward_ tDJeara 

Accoutrement Bonnet 34aker ••• 3.331 976 
Maker ........ 39 4 Bookseller, Book-

Actor (Play~ •••• 310 7x binder, Publisher x,56x 458 
Agent. and acto! Boot and Shoe 

(brancb not Maker ......... 8,6n 1,953 
apeci1ied) ..... 40 Brace and Belt Maker 322 80 

.Agrlcultnral Im- Braid Maker •••• 34 10 
plemont Maker. 40 18 Brass Founder and 

Ancbor Smitb and Moulder ..•... 39 4 
Chain Maker 54 49 Brazier, Brass Fin ... 

Artist (Fine AIi..i 061 x1 isher, Tinker •• 100 xo 
Auctioneer'. Ap- Brewer .......•• X7' 5 
Ii=~!t .. Brick and Tile 

37 Maker ........ .6x x69 
Author .......... IS Brick Layer xo6 
Beby Linen Dealer Broker (brancb 

andMaker •••• 68 8 not specified) •• 256 3 
&con and Ham Broker. Furniture 84 5 

Deal .. and lfac- Brush and Broom -.... -....... 03 J Maker ........ 535 XS7 
Boker 3,X44 19 Buckle Maker •••• 3' xa 
Benker ......... 7 Builder ......... 74 
Be.kat Maker •••• 060 'x BunUsber ....... x68 48 
Betb Keeper and Butcher ...••••• 1,047 26 

Attendant .... 17 Butcher, Pork ." 8S 
Buaar Keeper ',' 26 2 Butter Dealer, 
BeedMaker ••••• 26 10 Merchant, Factw 39 
Bed and Mettnea Button Dealer and 

Maker ........ 90 1 Merchant ..... x3 
Blacking Maker "Button Maker •• l,olI 607 

and Dealer .... .6 4 CabinetMaker and 
B1acksmitb .469 Upholsterer •••• 1,846 181 
B1eacb .. ~~ CaEw!~ .. ~~ not opeci1ied) •• 185 164 831 237 
Boat o.nd Barge CaJdMaker ••••• 488 36• 

Builder ....... 19 Carpenter and 
Boat Woman .... 117 13 Joiner ........ 3Sg 
Boat and Barge Carpet and Rna 

Owner ........ 19 Manufacturer •• 87 158 
Bobbin_and Carrier. Cart .. and 

'tUrner ....... 19 10 

W __ 

46.t •• 
• An .... derstatement. 
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Pemalu Pemale. 

20 yeara Under 20 yeara Under 
and upwards 20 yean and upward, 20 years 

Carver and Gilder 68 10 Farmer and Grazier 15.39' 
Cattle and Sheep Farrier. Cattle 

Dealer and Sales- Doctor, and Vet· 
man.......... 13 erinary Surgeon 

Chair Maker..... 231 43 Feather Maker. 
Charwoman..... 18,019 265 Dealer. Dresser 
Chaser.......... 46 3 File Maker (all 
Cbeesemonger and branches) ..... 

Factor. . . . . . . . lIS Fish Monger and 
Chemist and Drug- Dealer .•.•••.• 

gist.......... 148 .. Fisherwoman .... 
Chemist, Manu· Flax and Linen 

97 

92 

factoring ....• II Manufacture (all 
Chimney Sweeper 125 brancbes) •.•.. 2.746 
China, Earthen- Flour Dealer and 

ware and Glass Mealman ..... 
Dealer . . . • . • • • 60. 84 Flower (artificial) 

Clerk (Commer- Maker .•..•••. 
cial) ...... .. .. 137 Z3 Fork Maker ...... 

Clock and Watch French Polisher .. 
Maker ........ 164 21 Fringe Manufac-

Clothes Dealer and ture ..... .... . 
Outfitter . . . . . . 206 J I Furrier . ....... . 

Coach Maker (all Fustian Manufac-
brancbes) ..... 108 8 ture ........ .. 

Coal Labourer, Gardener ...... . 
Heaver. Porter. 184 187 Gas Fitter .... .. 

Coal Merchant and Glass and Bottle 

475 
3' 
81 

9 18 
-- 891 

• 
Dealer. . . . . . . . 371 18 Manufacture. . 209 

Coflee~House -Glove Maker. . . . 4.249 
Keeper ....... 178 4 Glove Manufac-

Comb Maker. • • • • 97 33 ture. Silk .•.••• 
Cooper ......... 113 6 Government Post 
Com Merchant. Office ....... . 

Dealer. Factor. II4 10 Greengrocer and 
Com Cutter (Chir- Fruiterer. • • • . • 2.629 

opodist) .....• IZ Grocer and Tea 
Cotton Dealer .••.•.•• 7.005 

Manufacture Gun Maker and 

106 

449 

(all branches) •• 65.839 49.586 Gun Smith •.•• 
Cupper and Dentist '3 Haberdaeher and 
Currier and Leather Hosier . ...... . 

Seller ........ 140 5 Hairdresser and 
Cutler .;........ 129 30 Barber ....... 

779 

Die Engraver and Hatter and Hat 
Sinker...... .. 6 t: Manufacturer. 1.7Ir 

Draper ••••••••• 1.596 377 Hawker. Huckster 
Draper. Linen.... . 529 100 and Pedlar.... 3.177 
Dressmaker. Mil- Hook and Eye 

liner .. .. .. • 70.518 18.561 Maker ........ 
Dyer. Calenderer, Hose Manufacturer 

33 

and Scouter.. .. 417 74 (all branches) .. 5.934 
Eating House Iron Monger .... 259 

Keepers ...... 113 Japanner........ 328 
Embroiderer .... 593 2:09 Jeweller, Gold-
Engine and smith and Silver-

Machine Maker. 45 smith ........ 
Engineer and En-. Keeper, Lunatic 

296 

gine Worker... 45 57 Asylum ...... 
Factory Worker Keeper. or Head of 

157 

(manufacture not Public Institu-
specified).. .. .. 4.338 4.449 tion .. .. .. .. .. 1.427 

• An understatement. 

15 

31 

5 

10 
'3 

106 
134 

354 
75 

70 
1.600 

81 

(( 

IZ 

log 

15 

544 

"'4 

34 

6 

8 
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Pemalea Pemale. 

"'yean Under 10 yean UDder 
and uPward' .. y .... udupwards .. y .... 

KDitter ......... 814 274 Muslin Yanufac. 
Labourer ••••••• 9.398 1.757 turer ......... 35 XI 
- Agricultural 26,815 8,447 "Nail Manufacturer 2.673 1,366 
LaceAgent • IS I Needle Manuf...,. 
Lac. Doole! and turer ......... 50 S '43 

Laceman 100 as N.tMakeI ....... 106 26 
-- Manufacturer Newsageutand 

(all branches).. ,14.394 5.651 Vendor ....... 61 3 
Lamp and Lantern - Nurse ......•••. ",476 517 

Maker ........ ~o Nuneryman and 
Lapidiary ....... 21 10 Florist 183 49 
Laundry Koeper, Oil and Colourman 6z 9 

WasheIand Optician ........ '1 
Mangler ...... 43.491 X,sal. Painter, Plumber 

Lead Manufac. and Glazier 349 25 
turer ......... 41 ZI Paper HangeI. : : : 10 I 

Leech Bleeder and -- Manufacturer 
Dooler ........ s~ I (all branch .. ) 851 310 

librarian ....... 106 3 -- Stainer ..... 60 32 
Lime Burner . .... 54 1 -- BoxMaker. 42 38 
lJut Manufocturer 84 a8 Parochia.l Church 
livery Stoble and Corporation 

Keeper ........ 101 Officer (""oIusive 
Locksmith and of those returned 

Ball Hanger • 35 1 in trode) ...... 359 5 Lodgilf. lUtd Boord- Pastry Cook and 
158 iDg ou •• Keeper 6,013 33 Confectioner •. 1,681 

Maltater ....••.• lal 5 Pattern and Clog 
Map Maker and Maker ..•..••• 65 10 

Publisher ...... 34 5 
Marin. ~ 

Pa_brokor ••••• 24· '4 
Pearl Cutter and 

IleAl .......... 90 Worker ....... 60 4' 
M.ason, Paviour Pen MakOl and 

and Stotuary -.. 146 4 Dealer ........ 66 21 
Mat Maker •••••• 8g 1 Pea (Steel) Maker 128 104 
Match Maker and Percussion Cap 

Saller ••••••••• 58 '4 Maker ........ '1 8 
Mathomatiool In- Perfumot ••••••• 86 II 

atrument Maker • Pewterer and Pew-
Medicine Vendor • Z3 2 tor Put Maker •• '1 
Merchant •••••••• 17 Pig IleAler and 
Metal Manufac. Merchant •••••• II 

turer ......... 8g 14 Pin Manufacturer 
-Midwife ....•••• 676 (all branches) •• 412 356 
III:ilk Salle! and Pipe Maker •••••• 343 98 

Cow Keeper ••• 1,6z2 52 -- Tobaa:o 
Miller •••••••••• 410 47 Maker .... 18 3 
lll:ill~ ...... 25 3 Plasterer 6g 2 
Miner ch Dot Plater ... ::::::: 20 5 

apoci1ied) ••••• 334 364 Pulisher 151 40 
-- ("-opper •••• 903 I,aoo Perter. M_ 165 36 
-- boD ........ 363 36 Putoto Dooler and 
-Lead ...... 25 18 Merchant •••••• 33 
-TiD 68- 8:0 Puttery. China and 
MopM..u;:::::: 33 4 Earthen ....... 
Moulder •••••••• 10 5 Manufocturer 
Music Saller and (all brancho) •• 3.843 3.253 

Publisher ••••• 33 Puulterer and 
Musical Insnu- Gem. Doolor ••• 196 1 

ment Maker __ . 83 Prss Worker •••• 3· 3" 
Musician and Or- Print Saller ...... 36 9 

gauist ......... 199 s:a Printer .......... 114 43 
" AD.1IDdonta_t. 
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Femalea Females ....... Uader .. ..... UDder 

ad upward. ....... IIIId apwarda .. , .... 
Printer, Copper -- Mercer u8 20 

Plate 10 2 -- Merchant .•• 13 
-- Cotton and Skinner and SkiD 

Calico .••• 239 384 Dresser ••••••• 49 9 
Provision Dealer . 217 .. Slater •••••••••• -II 
Pump Maker ••.•• 17 4 Slopmaker and 
Quarrier (branch SeUer .61 39 

not specified) •• IS 4 Small Ware Dealer 92 4 
-- Stone IS 18 Small Ware Manu-
Qoill Cutter ::::: II 4 faclurer (ail 
Quilter and Quilt branches) u. 75 

Maker .•..•... 92 18 Smelter (ore not 
Rag Cutter Dealer specified) 118 204 

and Gatherer .. 446 93 Snufier Maker •••• .6 2 
Reed Maker ••••• 26 8 Spectacle Maker •• 8 3 
Resister Office Spinner (branch 

(Servants') notspecified ••• 3,458 1,906 
Keeper ••••••• '9 Spoon Maker •••• 87 48 

"Ribbon Manufao- Spring Maker •.•• 16 
turer ......... ·,394 636 Stationer ....... . 381 30 

Roller Maker and Stay and Conet 
Tumer 114 21 Maker.o ..... . 4,'49 666 

RToi and" Q,;.d· Steel WOIket'll •••. .8 13 
plDller and Stewardess (Ship). 21 2 

Maker •.•••••• 401 85 Stock (Men's) 
Rush Dealer and Maker ••.••••• 318 103 

Manufaclurer •• 21 4 Straw Bonnet and 
6,457 Sack and Bag HatMaker •••• 2.021 

Dealer and -- Plait Dealer, 
Maker •.••.••• 187 31 Factor, Mer-

Saddle, Ham ... chant 64 19 
and CoDar Maker '72 36 -- Plait Manu· 

o Sail, Sail Cloth and faclurer(ail 
Tarpaulin Man- branches ... . 5,686 03,161 
uiacturer ..... 99 22 Stufi Manufacturer 

Saleswoman •..•. 117 5 (ail branches) •• 2,028 J.1 ..... 
Sand Merchant ••• 37 I Sugar Baker, 
Sawyer ..••••••• 12 Boiler and Re-
Schoolmistress, finer .. 

Govern ... (s .. Surgical Instta-
tIlso Teacher) •• '7,154 1,499 ment Maker ... 9 

SciSSOl8 Maker •• 101 41 Tailor and 
Scteen Maker •••• 88 75 Breech .. Maker 5,155 954 
Screw Cutter and TaUow and Wax 

Maker •••••••• 279 12. Chandler •••••• ·11 7 
Screw (wood) Tanner ........•. 38 4 

Maker •••••••• 2. 1 Tape Manufacturer 
Seamstress ~ •..•. 15,680 2.266 (aU branches) •• 258 131 
Seedsman and Tassel Maker •••• 62 17 
. Seed Merchant. 52 3 Tavern Keeper. via . 

Servant. Domestic 447.606 264.887 Beet'IIhop Keeper 1.471 IS 
Shawl Manufac>- Hotel and Inn 

facturer (ail Keeper ....... 2,941 34 
branches) ••••• 107 6D Publican and 

Shid'''':~.~ Victuailer •••• 5.574 ,I 
48 Spirit Merchant. 114 4 

Shopkeeper and Tea Broker and 
General Dealer. 9,316 oM Merchant ••••• 3 

Shroud Maker ••• 14 4 Teacher-IU fIlsg 

Sieve Maker ..... ,. '4 Schoolmistress. 
Silk Manufacturer Dancing and 

(au branches) •• 18.038 11.79S Gymn:zstica 60 t 
• All 1IIIdmatateuumt. 
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Pemal. p-

o::'=- UDder ....... U..w ....... -- ....... 
Languageo ...... 62 6 Weaver (branch 
Mi8cellaneous ••• 36 6 not speci1ied) •. 17-728 8,583 
Muoic and Singing 629 91 Wheelwright •••• loJI 5 

Thimble Make! •• 18 n Whip Maker ••••• 41 8 
Thread Manufac. Whitesmith •••••• -23 

turer (all branches) I7Z 181 WillowWeever 
Timber Merchant andWorker •••• 56 20 

and dealer ••••• 33 4 Wire Agent and 
Tin ManufactnIer Merchant •••••• 79 

(all branches) •• 125 149 Wire Dtawer and 
Tinplate Work ... 72 31 Maker •••••.•• 9 
TobaccoDiet and -- Worker and 

Tobacco and Wea.vera ... 88 56 
Snull Manufao. Wood Cutw and 
_or (all branches) 1,683 B9 Woodman 61 12 

Toll CollectoI ••• • 426 20 -- Merchant and 
Tool Dealer and Dealer •••• 33 

Maker (all Wool, Agent, Mer-
branches) ••••• 58 13 chant and Stapler 34 5 

Toy Dealer and Wool (Berlin), 
Maker •••••••• 386 76 Dealer and 

Tray Mak ......... 47 10 Worker ........ 22 2 
Trimming Make! • 162 72 Woollen and Ooth-

Tri& ... ~~":'. ~.~ Manufacturer 
71 6 (all branches) •• 13,196 7-742 

Truuk and Boot -- Drap..- •••• 57 3 
Make! ., •••••• 226 a.. Worsted Dealer 

Truss Make! ••••• 22 5 and Merchant •• 26 6 
Turner •.••.•... 74 20 --ManufactnIer 
Typefounder •••• 3 3 (all branches) 6,016 6.126 
Umbrell .... Parasol Yam ManufactnIer 

and Walking- (all branches) •• II8 48 
Stick Maker ••• 423 118 Yeast Dealer and 

Und..-taker ••••• 69 3 . Merchant ...... 51 
Warehouse 

Woman •.••••• 567 202 
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