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PREFACE 

I N response to the demand for a plain statement 
of the facts of the development of motor trans­
port, its relations with the railways and its present 

importance in the national economy, I have written 
this little book. A more detailed treatment of the 
subject may be found in my book, The Problem of 
Motor Transport: An Economic Analy$is, by those 
who may wish to make a more thorough study of the 
subject. 

The adjustments necessary in our transport 
system as a result of the rapid development of 
motor transport of recent years are one of the most 
important aspects of the gradual reorganisation 
of the economic life of Great Britain to meet the 
changed conditions and markets of the post-war 
world. Those of us who believe as I do that the 
future prosperity of the country will depend largely 
on the transport facilities available and their 
efficient working, feel that the time has come to cry 
halt to the tendency for Chancellors of the Exchequer 
to look on the motor interests as fair game for any 
increase in taxation, and for Governments to mete 
out different treatment to the two most important 
agents in inland transportation, railways and motor 
transport. 

The days of unadulterated laissez-faire are over, 
and nobody would wish to see their return. There 
is, however, a great danger in ignorant or partisan 
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6 PREFACE 

interference in the economic system. The country 
frankly cannot afford to neglect any possible im­
provement in economic organisation, and any action 
calculated to delay the introduction of improved 
processes or technique is bound to act as a brake 
on a return to prosperity, and to aggravate the 
national menace of Unemployment. 

C. T. BRUNNER. 

February, I929. 
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APPENDIX 

In the following table the comparative motor­
vehicle taxes (State and Municipal) are given for 
various types of vehicles for Great Britain. France. 
Germany, Italy. and the U.S.A. : 

MOTOR·VEHICLE TAXES (STATE A.'lD MUYIClPAL). 1f'1 

PIMIIC- T--r c- r.- co.-,. . ...,. " SA. ILP.-.-. an- 1'-' , .. 4- , .. 4- , .. 4- , .. 4- , .. 4-
A.tia .. 7" • 7"9 I 0 0 , 711 6 , 0 4 II II I 

• I. Fiat .• II ,. . 10-.' II • 0 6 I, 10 II I. 0 9 4 • I 
• I. Chrysler" 6, .. I]" ·4 0 o 1616 , ]1 1 • ]0 S 6 • • I. Reaalllt".," . , .. 4S 0 on 6 1 77 I, 099 • 0 I I] 4 

C-WG.-
c~., \· ...... t""'-'x 

T~ .. -
Morria · • JO 0 0 I IS , • 4 • 4 1 10 4 , 4 
nomycroft · , ]' I 0 I. 0 , I] L! I. • 11 7 , I • 
Scammell · II .' 0 0 17 611 .- .] I. 7 4 •• ] 4 

c w 
....... v ........ ..... 
I'-UD~ 

c.,-.,. 
DeIlDia • · 10 ]. 0 0 II .4 4 .1 7 I II .1 , I, • 0 

LaDCia • · 11-]0 51 11 0 .6 .6 , II I 1 S I] 6 n I. • lAylaDcl · ,I 86 I 0 .6 SII ·S , I , 16 6 6] I, • 
Fruc at 114 to 1,. Mull at 10'. to 1,. Lin at "., to 1,. Dollar at ... aL 
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ERRATUY 

In the above Table the Italian tax 011 a Dennis pa.uenger nhide 
should have been given as £1 Is". 54.--IlClt £21 Is". 54. 




