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PREFACE 

IN my leisure time, during the years spent on duty at the 

Coul'ts of ir daipur and Bikaner, I devoted my attention to the 

subject of ille coinage in the Native States of Rajputana. 

The information (derived from p~rsonal observation, from the 

study of my unique collection of coina of the Province, from 

correspondence with brother-officers ~rving under the India~ 

Foreign Office, and with ~ny friends among the Princes and 

the officials at their Courts) I have during my furlough embodied 

into the following work, which I now venture to offer to 

Government as, perhaps, a more perfect representation of the 

questions involved than' is at present possessed, \nd in the hope 

that a further consideration of ~he points to whic~ I hav<ll en

deavoured to call attention may be productive of good to the 

inhabi)'ants of the large tract of country, the circulating 

mediums oof which are here considered. I may add that the 

country in which the coins here treated of are circulating, has 

an" a~ea of about 126,000 square miles. In 1891 it had a 

population of nearly 12,000,000, and at the present rate of 

exchange the revenues of its Princes alone 'amount to over two 

millions sterling. 

It must be evident to those who consider the matter that 

the subjects of the Native Princes are at present labouring 

under great disadvantages in regard to the curr~ncy queation, 
b 
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when compared with the people of India who are living directly 

l}1lder the rule of the Queen-Empress. The following Table 

shows the present state of the coinage in the Hindu Princedoms 

of Rajput{ma. It will be seen that there are now circulating 

no less than 12 gold muhrs of different values (besides fractional 

gold pieces), 6 of which are now being yearly issued; 59 

rupees (in most cases fractional coins to correspond), most of 

which are of different worths, and 16 of which are now being 

issued every year; and 41 different copper coins, o~ whiclo 16 

are struck each year, or almost every year. 

The average yearly amoUlft of issue for five recent years in 

the Marwar State is as follows:- of gold-muhrs, 19,757; of 

x:upees, 311,427; and of copper coins, 175,455. These numbers 

for one of the richer States will allow of some idea being formed 

of the yearly issue of coin in Rajputana; for supposing that a 

proportional amount to ita income be coined by each State, then 

the yearly issue of rupees alone amounta to considerably over 

two millions. 

The amo'!"t of local coin circulating in the Rajput States is 

very large, and is, in most cases, th~ collection of a century or 

longer. I have been unable to discover that at presell;t any 

systems exist for the recall of light coin. In mal'Y States 

coins of great age are still accepted in payment. 

The coins of. the Native States are fashioned in a rude ;;ay 

with the hammer and anvil, and have plain, unmilled edges. 

Stamping is carried out in a similarly rough manner - one 

workman holding the piece of metal between the two dies, whilst 

a second, with a blow from a heavy hammer, completes the 

coin. With very few exceptions, the coins bear only portions 

of the inscriptions carried by the dies. 
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TABLE OJ!' COINS AT PRESENT IN CIRCULATION IN THE 

, RA:JPUT STATES 

Old coins in circu .. 
Now being coined !ation to a 

considerable amount 
SlalA> 

• Gold Silver Copper Gold Silver Copper 
!---!---

~ i ~ i ! ~ i ~ ~ e ! 
B "\l i 1II -- m ~ ~ ~ 1II 

1- - - 1- - - - ;- I--Mewflr .. 2 2 2 2· 2 2 2 3 1 . 
Salftmb ••• 1 

Bhlndo •• 

- 1 

Shr.hpuro • 1 1 1 

ParIIlbgorh 1 1 1 1 1 I' I 

Dftngflrpur I 

BAnswflrn • I I I I I 

Mflrwflr •• I I I I 1 1 I 2 7 3 

K6chawan 1 1 1 1 

BUtaner •• I 1 1 1 1 6 6 

Kiahnngn,h 1 1 ,~ 1 1 

Jaipnr ••• 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2, 3 

Khetri .. 1 

BdndI .•• 1 1 4 1 

Kota\ •.• 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 • Jhlllk_ • 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

0&1,..- . .. t 4 4 

Kernnll •• 1 1 i 1 2 2 

lo.i1almer . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 

Bhartpnr • 1 1 1 1 1 4 

Dholpn, •• 1 1 3 
I- -

1391"2116-6-
--'26 6 2 2 1 16 14 43 

• Several issues of this coin with different values. 
t Milled rupoe isanod for the Mnhflrkjk from the CalO1llta mint. _ 



'x PREFACE 

Some years ago, after the institution of an enquiry into the 

condition of the coinage, the Government of India issued the 

following order: - (Foreign Department No. 402, F, dated 

October 6th, 1870, No. 25, Resolution 3). "His Excellency in 

Council thinks it right to declare that where mints have been 

suppressed altogether, or have not been in active use wi thin 

the last five years, their revival or opening cannot be permitted." 

In spite of this resolution, as will be seen by e~amination of the 

following pages, mints for both silver and gold have been re-opened 

in some Ststes. 

In 1870 a recommendation was made, by th~ Agent to the 

Goyernor-General for Rajputana, to the Government of India 

that certsin rupees then being coined in the Province should be 

spared, and permission given for the continuation of their issue. 

The ground of the recommendation was that they were much 

used on the occasions of marriage ceremoni~; being of les8 

value than other rupees circulating a considerable saving was 

thus effected, and by using them the gift or expenditure was 

magnified, and the good name for liberality: maintained. I beg 

to point out that the need for the retention of these rupees no 

longer exists now that the amounts to be spent on mat;riage 

ceremonies have been regulated and determined upon by the CRajputs, 

under the guiding hand of Colonel C. K. M. Walter, C.S.I. 

The composition of the coins in an issue of these States is in 

moat cases variabl... This is to be expected, as the pay of the 

mint official. is poor, and consequently there is a temptation to 

issue coins of an inferior quality to the authoriaed standards. 

The circulation of a large number of coins of different values, 

and in moat cases very badly stamped ,and rudely fashioned, 

re-actll in the following harmful way.:-
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1. Great trouble is given to the merchants residing in 

Rajput!ma'in the keeping of and i~ the adjustment of their accounts. 

2. The question of exchange leads to continual gambling, 

not only amongst the merchants and bankers, but also 

among the native youths, for the exchange rate of the Imperial 

and Native currencies is continwilly fluctuating, due to the 

fraudulent schemes of the native money-lenders. 

3. Distress and inconvenience fall on the agricnltural and 

poorer classes, the members of which are continually mnlcted of 

small sums' by dishonest merchants, who represent the exchange 

rate as being d!fferent from that "hich it is in reali.ty. 

4. The mnltiplicity of badly executed coins facilitates the 

work of the coiner. As the coins of most of the" Native State. 

are very badly struck, it is a comparatively easy matter to 

counterfeit them, hence the amount of base coin in circulat~on 

is considerable. Even if the stamping of the pieces were to, be' 

improved upon it wonld not, in my opinion, much effect this 

evil, for the Native Chief. will not exercise the same surveillance 

over their currencies as is exercised in British India to prevent 

the counterfeiting of the coin of the Queen-Empress. If the 

Im~rial coins were alone current in the Native States, sufficient 

influenQe might be brought to bear on the Raj officisls to oblige 

the protection of the currency, and the ,much greater difficnlty 

;]Jch exists in forging the Imperial, milled coin wonld act as 

an additional safeguard. 

5. The issue of coin by the Native Princes is a loss to the 

revenue of the Government of India, for were these coins 

suppressed an equivalent amount of Imperial coin wonld be 

required. 

6. In some of the States the silver pieces ar~ made from the' 
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Imperial coin, which is melted down for the purpose. This 

practice leads to a great destruction of the Queen's currency and 

to its degradation. This statement would I know be indignantly 

denied by the native officials, but from careful enquiries which 

I have made through friends at the Native Courts, I can vouch 

for its correctness. 

From the consideration· of the above-mentioned circumstances, 

and knowing that the only Rajput States which have accepted 

the invitation made to the Native Princes, in the Government 

Resolution (Financial Department), No. 2227, dated 30th of 

September, 1872, are the Stat~s of Alwar and Bikaner, in the 

case of each of which the issue of special coin, minted for the 

State at Calcutta, has been introduced during a minority, and 

under the orders of the British Political Agent, acting 88 President 

of the Council of Regency; knowing also the improbability 

of any of the Chiefs or the Councils of the States in future 

accepting the invitation, or of their allowing the introduction of 

Imperial coin, as the sole currency, except under pressure or 

during future minorities, I beg, with diffidence, to submit the 

following points with a view to opening up a d~uBSion on the 

means of rectifying the existing evils:-

1. Whether the privilege of coining, fat present exe.,ised by 

the Native Princes, shall be indefinitely retained? 

2. Whether it may not be possible to impose certain restna

tions under which the continuation of the privilege can alone be 

exercised ? 

With .reference to the first query, I wish to observe that if 

the Government desired to paas an order abolishing the privilege, 

no hardship could really be complained of oby the Rajput Princes. 

For although Colonel Sutherland, Agent to the Governor-General 
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for the States of Ra jputana, wrote to the Under-Secretary to 

the Government of India, on the 23rd of January, 1841, as 

follows: .. The time is yet far distant, I fear, when we can hope 

to make the Company's rupee the circulating medium of these 

Countries, for the right of coinage is, in the estimation of the 

Native States, one of the emblems of Sovereignty," yet I beg 

to submit that Colonel Sutherland magnified the importance of 

the point, for I have failed to discover that for centuries the 

ancestors of any of these Princes exercised the power of coining. 

No coins coin now be produced which can with certainty be 

accredited to any of the existing l'fative States between the 12th 

and the end of the 17th or beginning of the 18th century 

(Mewar excepted). Certainly from the days of the Mughal 

supremacy the power of cohung, if it were then being exercised, 

was taken away. The present mints only dats from the decline 

of the Muhammadan power, and the practic? of coining was only 

assumed in consequence of the weakness of the suzerain at DehH, 

and in most cases for the purpose of making revenue by the 

circulation of debased coin, which was supported at an enhanced 

nominal value through the introduction of the purer, standards 

of ne~ghbouring districts. When the present minte were opened 

sanads rI- permission were ,obtained by purchase or extortion 

from the DehH Court, and the Princes placed on their ooins 

the "Emperor's name and superscription as a titular avowal of 

Dehli supremacy. 

As regards the second "query, it appears to me that if the 

continuation of coining be permitted, indefinitely, on!, of the 

following methods of procedure may perhaps be arranged:-

1. That the Imperial Government coins be issued for each Stste 

from the Calcutta or Bombay mint, under the regulations' laid 
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down in the Despatch No. 2227 from the Government of India 

in the Financial Department, dated Simla, 30th of September, 1872. 

2. That the Imperial Oovernment provide dies and machinery 

for the coining of money for each Native State (charging the 

actual cost of the dies and machinery), and give distinct orders 

as to the purity and weight of the coins to be issued, providing 

trained mint-officers for the service of the Durbars, and making 

the Political Officers accredited to the Courts responsible to see 

that the orders of Government be duly observed and ca~ed out. 

This latter would be an expensive if a workable way of getting 

over the difficulty, and I Mlieve that if the matter were laid 

before the different Native Princes, and the necessity of a 

uniformity in the ooinage again demonStrated, a number of them 

would without further trouble accede to the offer made to them 

by Government in the Despatch above quoted from. 

I desire to offer my best thanks to Professor Cecil Bendall, 

M.A., to Mr. E. J. Rapson, M.A., and Mr. H. A. Grueber, F.S.A., 

the former of the Department of Oriental MSS., and the two 

latter of the Coin Department in the British Museum, for their 

kindness in revising the proofs and for many valuable suggestions, 

and also to Mr. Archibald Constable for thoughtful help' and 

for the great care which he has taken- in bringing ,put this 

monograph. It is also a pleasant duty to render thanks to Sir 

Joseph Fayrer, R.C.S.I., Sir George Birdwood, R.C.I.E., Co10;el 

P. W. Powlett, C.S.I., Captain C. Herbert, and to many friends, 

European and Native, dwelling in Rajputana for the ai4 and 

support which they have given to me. I wish also to acknow

ledge my indebtedness to many works on Indian history and 

antiquities which have been consulted and made use of during 

the preparation of this volume, and espec;;'lIy to JameS Prinsep's 
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"Essays on Indian Antiquities," edited by Edward Thomas; 

Lieutenant-Colonel James Too's "Annals' and Antiquities of 

Rajast'h(m"; "The Gazetteer of Indi/b" by Sir W. W. Hunter, 

K.C.S.I., C.I.E.; Colonel G. B. Malleson's "Historicai Sketch 

of the Native States of India," and to Mr. Stanley Lane-Poole's 

works-" The Coins of the Sult(,~s. of DehH," and "The Coins of 

the Muhammadan States of India." 

2. PBOBY SQ.UABJI, 

BLACK..B.ocx, D11BLIN', 

M.V lOlA, 1893. 

WILLIAM WILFRID WEBB, 
SURGEON CAPTA.IN, 

BENGAL A.:mY. 
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