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FOREWORD BY TIlE EDITOR 

THE object of this series is twofold; to disseminate 
knowledge of the facts of international relations, and 
to inculcate the international rather than the 
nationalistic way of regarding them. This latter 
purpose implies no distortion of facts. It is hoped 
that the books will be found to maintain a high 
standard of accuracy and fairness. 

But their avowed object is not merely to record 
facts, but to present them in a certain light, and with 
a certain object. That light is Internationalism and 
that object the peace of the world. U the series is 
successful in its purpose it will contribute to what 
Wells has called the .. international mind:' 

The object has been to produce the books at a 
price that shall not be prolubitive to people of small 
incomes. For the world cannot be saved by 
governments and governing classes. It can be saved 
only by the creation, among the peoples of the world, 
of such a public opinion as cannot be duped by 
niisrepresentation nor misled by passion. The 
difficulties of that achievement can hardly be 
exaggerated, but ought not to daunt. And the 
editor ventures to hope for support for men of 
good will in this one attempt, among the many others, 
to enlighten the intelligence and direct the will. 



PREFACB 

THIS book is an attempt to teU the history 
of Labour Internationalism. On the First 
International, an important chapter in the 
social history of Europe, I have had the good 
fortune to be able to consult the Minute book 
and other documentary SOt:1rces. I have given 
great attention to the First International 
because I believe it to be an episode whose 
importan£e to European labour, and to British 
economic history has been seriously underrated. 

R.W.P. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 

(I)-THE PRECURSORS 

LABOUR internationalism differs in type from alI other 
internationalism. There have always been many 
societies to promote international friendship. There 
used to be an Anglo-German society: there is still an 
Anglo-Ottoman society. There have been and are 
numberless international societies of various kinds to 
oppose war. Leagues of Peace and Freedom, Women's 
Leagues, Arbitration Societies, Leagues to Prevent War, 
Christian Leagues, League of Nations Unions, and many 
others have a more or less precarious existence. Their 
aims are all of a kind: they are negative, they wish to 
oppose war, or to remove a certain particular cause of 
war. They hasten up, as it were, with a blessing and 
words of conciliation whenever an international crisis 
occurs. They promote international brotherhood and 
smooth away differences. They regard the different 
nations, part of the great family of the world, just as they 
would the individuals of a family which persisted in silly 
internecine quarrels. They hope by a strenuous course of 
sermons, and by more powerful financial arguments, to 
show these individuals how much better it would be for 
them all if they would only live in peace. Of divisions 
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cutting horizontally aaoss the boundaries of nationalifJ 
they have no oonccption. They see only the vuticallines. 

The Workers" International is an idea entirely alien 
to these oonctptions. The adoption of a cl.1ss basis 
means a great and final breach with middle-class ~. 
The old watchword, that all men are brothers, ct.J.SCS to 
be true. The .. Intemationale " does not ~y, does not 
believe that all men are brothers. All workers are 
brothers, if you will, but not all men. The workers unite 
intemation.Uly not for puce, but for war. They ~ve 
all a common international enemy to overthrow-the 
bourgeois employing cbss. This cL1ss unites at need 
to fight them, as Bismarck helped Thicrs against the 
Commune. as Germany and the Allies joined in a 
common opposition to the Bolsheviks. To reply to 
this union, a union of the workers is necessary. Not only 
is it of use from <Uy to d.Jy in industrial disputes, to 
prevent foreign bL1cklcgging, but in time of revolution 
the workers in capitalist countries can prevent their 
governors from attacking the 1ands where the Revolution 
has succeeded. The aim of labour internationalism is 
not to end war, but to change its tunin, to make it not 
zution.a1 but cL1ss war. This is because it is held that war 
is not the outcome of ill-temper, or of international 
misunderstanding, but of modern imperialism., which is 
economic in its basis and inseparable from the existence 
of capitalism. War, therefore, can only be attacked 
through capitalism., wars can only cease when the 
capit3list cl.1ss, as a cL1ss, ceases also to uist. 

It follows from this that Labour lntertWion.alism can 
only appear under modern capitalist conditions. A 
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Small Owners' International wouli1 have no vitality. 
And in fact the beginning of Labour internationalism 
coincides with the first appearance in strength of the 
modern proletariat. In England in 1834, appeared the 
first powerful Trades Union that had ever been seen. 
It had an imposing name-the Grand National Consoli­
dated Trades Union-it had a membership of more than 
half-a-million, a figure not reached again in that century 
by any other union, it had the overturning of capitalism 
and the establishment of Socialism as its professed aim. 
For a few months it· was hoped and feared that it would 
succeed. Its power seemed unlimited and the alarm of 
the governing classes was ill-concealed. The fame of 
this organisation reached France, and the workingmen of 
Nantes sent proposals to turn it into an international 
Union. .. Brothers and Friends I" they wrote, .. Do 
not let our union be stopped by the sea or rivers that 
mark the boundaries of States. Let us put into com­
munication with one another, London, Paris, 
Manchester, Lyons, Liverpool, Nantes, Bordeaux, 
Oporto, Lisbon, Madrid, Cadiz, Barcelona, Turin, and 
all the great centres of industry in the world." But the 
proposal carr.e too late. By the 7th of June, when it was 
published in the Union journal, the Pioneer, the Grand 
National was defeated. The vast organism had no more 
power of cohesion- than quicksilver. The shock of the 
employers' resistance had shattered it into fragments. 
Two months later it was officially wound up. Six 
months later there was not a trace of it to be found. We 
do not even know if the Nantes workers ever received 
an answer. 
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The idea of Labour internationalism disappeared for 
a while with the faU of the Grand National. There were, 
it is true, communiCations in 1842, between the Chartists 
and the editors of a Parisian workers' paper, L' Atelier, and 
in 1845, Ernest Jones sat on the Brussels International 
Democratic Committee as a Chartist delegate. Proudhon 
was the French representative on this body, which almost 
immediately dissolved owing to violent internal quarrels. 
In addition, G. J. Harney, in his various periodicals, the 
Democratic Review, London Democrat, etc.; has a 
markedly international outlook. But nothing was 
done on the English side of the Channel, in spite 
of the relative strength of the English working-class 
movement. '-

. In France, however, appears the first consistent 
advocate of a workers' International-Madame Flora 
Tristan. She published in 1843 a booklet entitled 
Union Ouvr;ere, in which she outlines in detail a plan for 
the international organisation of the working-classes, 
town by town. From:the publication of this work may 
be dated the beginning of Labour internationalism. 
The book went through three editions in two years, and 
over 20,000 copies were disposed of. Madame Tristan 
threw aU her energy into lecturing for her project, and 
was in the middle of a course of provincial addresses when 
she died at Bordeaux in 1845. She was born in lao,. 
She was a descendant of Mont(%WJla. When in London 
she visited the lunatics in Bedlam. One of these believed 
that he was Christ at His second coming, and told 
Madame Tristan to go forth into the world to preach the 
new order. Madame Tristan was deeply impressed, 
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and henceforth believed herself a woman with a mission. 
Her book, Union OUI1TieTl is almost unreadable, not 
from its stylistic peculiarities so much as from its type. 
Italics, small capitals, huge capitals. black type, 
exclamation marks are scattered about so lavishly that 
the eyes are tormented. The sight of a single page 
gives an impression of hysteria stronger than could be 
produced by the most violent language. 

This strange woman is the first propagandist of 
Labour internauonalism. She left behind her a small 
knot of devoted followers who kept the idea alive. 
Henceforward, in spite of the feebleness of her labour 
organisations, France took a leading place in the Workers' 
International. 

Perhaps we ought not to count the famous Federation 
of the Just, for which Marx and Engels wrote the 
Communist Manifesto, as a precursor of the International. 
It was only nominally an international organisation of 
the workers. It remained in fact a. collection of refugees 
from the German section of the French Societe des 
Saisons, which had met disaster in 1839. Its member­
ship was very small. Although one Prussian member, 
Stephan Born, played a great part in 1848, the members 
generally composed a small and uninfluential coterie. 
The pearl of the Communist Manifesto in any case was 
cast before swine: the Federation, though it accepted it, 
did not understand it. It resumed at once its violent 
internecine quarrels, fell back into the slough of 
Utopianism from which it had been raised, and in the end 
practical1y forced Marx and Engels to resign. SilDllar 
was the character of the group of socialist refugees of all 
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&t1ons who formed in 1855 a Central Committee in 
London. 

But all these attempts h.td prepared the WJ.Y for the 
First International, founded in 1864. This was the most 
important event of the century. Under the powerful 
and enlightened luduship of Marx it united and drilld 
the workers. It taught them to march together. It 
raised Socialism to the status of an international pro­
gramme. Socialism became the aim of the whole 
labout movement instud of the secret doctrine of a 
Blanquist conspiracy. The First International is, more 
than any other single agency, responsible for the founda­
tion of the Tride Union organisations of Spain, Denmark, 
Fradce, and Austria-Hungary. 
, Previously no shadow had been cast over the road of 
the happy progress of capitalism. Since the Industrial 
Revolution the bourgeois class had felt itself the chosen 
heir of the future. It had broken the old forms of 
society, it had overturned governments and altered the 
face of ~ continent. No country could withstand 
capitalism. No walls stood the onsl.1ught of machinery 
and manufactu.res. Only one embarrassment was 
fe1t-the lack of new worlds to conquer. With the 
appearance of the First Intemation.ll the period of 
unquestioned advance closed. The proletariat, which 
had hitherto only made a fleeting appearance in riots 
and occasion.l1 disorder, now comes forward as an 
organised class. With the growth of capitalism there 
appears the cancer that will kill it. The abject terror of 
the Continental employers in face of the International 
had one excuse. No terrible secret power belonged 
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conflict between the two types of organisation. The 
predominance of the first form of organisation (politic.1l, 
by sections) meant, that the International was liable 
to become a revolutionary organisation; the pre­
dominance of the other, that it would be.come a 
ftspectable intenutional Trade Union. Accident alone 
made its destiny the former, for at first its functions 
led it all to the latter. 

The English membership was almost exclusively of the 
Trade Union type. Regular sections existed in Liver­
pool and Kings Lynn, but apparently nowhere else. * 
The attitude of the English members was unvarying. 
They regarded the Trade Union function as the only one' 
that mattered, and on politiC31 matters offered the most 
inconsequent opinions, frequently self-contradictory, 
and neither in their violence or their moderation to be 
taken seriously. Lucraft, for example, urges quite 
seriously the claim of Turkey to be the most liberty-loving 
land in the world. English delegates were prepared to 
vote for almost any political resolution, however absurd. 
They regarded these debates as mere exercises, not to be 
taken seriously, and apparently the British working-cl.1.ss 
agreed with them. 

The Belgian working-class movement was becoming 
one of the strongest members of the International 
Cesar de Paepe, f its devoted and energetic leader was 
one of the most vigorous members of the International. 

• There were Dever man thm 294 p~ying English individual members. 
121 of thtse wen of fouigo atT.Ictioo. "WI paid in more tbm any 
othen ucqlt Cowell Stepnq. 

t Pronounced roughly." de Pahp." 

II 
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The Belgian Federal Council was one of the earliest 
national federal councils formed in the International. In 
Belgium the organisation by sections predominated, 
although many of these sections were semi-trade-union. 
That is to say, whereas the ordinary section would be 
called .. Section of Bethnal Green .. or .. of Antwerp, 
North," there were a large number of Belgian sections 
such as the .. Francs Ouvriers" of Vemers, which was a 
trade society. An English organised section called 
•• the Liverpool Matchmakers" Vtould have been a 
parallel case. In Switzerland, also a very well-organised 
country, the sectional type of organisation existed side 
by side with affiliated Trade Unions. These last were 
mostly centred in Geneva and were conservative organ­
isations of highly skilled workers, many of them being 
watchmakers' organisations. Event~y, while the 
Trade Unions moved further to the lelt than Dr. Coulltry 
who originally led the Swiss movement, the sections, 
especially those in the Jura, moved yet further to the left 
and then began the quarrel which split the International. 
In France, as we have observed, the Trade Union type 
of membership, originally unknown, was at last appearing 
by the side of the other. The Germans were more inter­
ested in their own Labour movement, and the struggle 
between the Marxists Bebel and Liebknecht, and von 
Schweitzer, Lassalle's successor. The German move­
ment eventually adhered en masse, and unions which 
were not permitted to adhere, as in Prussia, took out 
cards of membership for all their members individually. 
Always, however, the German interest was rather 
Jaoguid, and though they punctiliously performed their 
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duty in 1871, the German organised workers had a 
sufficiently strong native organisation to prevent them 
feeling the urgent need for the International which was 
felt in other countries. In Italy, the effect of Mazzini's 
ban and the war for unity was still felt. No sections, 
could be founded, while the Trade Unions that existed 
always replied courteously to invitations to Congresses, 
regretting a previous engagement. Two" delegates .. 
turned up at the 1867 conference, but their societies did 
not propose either to join or send money. In America 
the Council was in communication with the brilliant 
working-class leader, W. H. Sylvis, of the International 
tronmoulders' Union· who had succeeded in uniting the 
American movement for a time in the National Labour 
Union. But as yet relations were confined to postal 
expressions of goodwill. Orsini, who afterwards trleJ to 
kill Napoleon III, had been to America, and, he told 
the General Council, enrolled Wendell Phillips and 
Charles Sumner as members of the Association. 

The qelegates of these various sections, except 
America, met in Congress again at Lausanne from the 
2nd to the 8th September, 1867. The impression one 
receives from reading the report is that of a Babel of 
conflicting advice. It was part of Marx's life work to 
sweep. away the fantastic and untenable "systems" 
which held the International field and replace them 
by modern scientific socialism. He could not attend 
the Congress himself: he was in the depths of poverty and 
his family was suffering terribly from disease and hunger. 

• H International .. in the American language, merely means that the 
Union concerned will a~pt CanadUD membCl1. 
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He had a hard task. The Belgians were" Colinsists." 
Probably few Englishmen have read the nineteen 
volumes of Social Science, written by the Bdgian 
sociologist, J. G. C. A. H. Colins, so it is worth while 
summarising his views. First, and most important was 
.the need to believe in no God, but in the existence of the 
lOul. On economic matters he believed in the collective 
ownership of all immobile property, such as bnd, mines 
and houses. Private property must be retained in aU 
other things, including the products of factories and all 
other commodities, and in capital. Heavy taxation 
should be applied to the rich, and death duties increased. 
This curious body of doctrine made the Belgians incline 
first of all to Proudhonism, and later to Bakunin. At this 
conference De Paepe presented a long report on Prooo. 
honist tines, demanding the establishment of a workers' 
bank, whose security should be the workers' labour 
power. 

The Swiss were suspicious of these redbat revolution­
ary proposals. CouUery, who was still their unques­
tioned leader, addressing the Congress on Saturday the 
7th, said: ff I believe in the most complete liberty and 
therefore in individual property. The land is an instru­
ment of labour, it should belong to the labourer like any 
other tool. If you wish to make the land collective 
property, why not extend this theory to aU other means 
of labour? This would be logical, but absurd. • • 
To demand the socialisation of the bnd is to demand the 
state of things which exists in Turkey, which is none the 
better for it. When everything is socialised the indi­
,vidual !fill be dwarfed. I hope to God to be dead by 
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then." Guillaume, who later was to lead a revolt against 
Coullery, inflicted upon the Congress a long report on 
Phonography, by which word he meant a proposal for 
simplified spelling: he occupied most of the sixth 
session with it, and insisted on having a resolution 
passed. 

The strongest single party was the French, who were 
all Proudhonists, or mutualists, to use the name which 
they preferred. Proudhon is very rarely read now 
because his style is so oppressed by his Hegelianism. 
He is far worse than Marx; his books are like "the 
Bible in the press " in the old song, " no man em them 
read." Briefly, however, the mutualists advocated the 
cause ot the small peasant. Small holdings in the 
country; in the town, the worker, individually, to own 
the tools he uses. We must remember that great indus­
try was not so advanced in France as in England, and 
this proposal did not seem outrageous. Mutualism, 
s~d De Paepe, defining it at the Congress, meant that the 
product of labour should belong to the producer, who 
should only exchange it at cost price, that is, for a 
product which had cost an equal amount of labour. 
This could be attained by co-operative societies and the 
foundation of people's oedit banks, by which the big 
man would be driven out of business. Nationalisation 
was an evil thing, and the State was to disappear. 
Eccarius, Marx's fnend from the General Council, was 
greatly impressed by the idea of a People's Bank, and 
generally the mutualists had the dominating voice in the 
Congress. They succeeded, as good Proudhonists, in 
having a resolution passed on the need " for Morality, 
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Justice, and Virtue," and for the drafting of a .. Moral 
Code" for the worker and all peoples. They also ex­
pressed an opinion against strikes without meeting much 
opposition. One thing of vital interest was proposed by 
the French delegate, Longuet (Caen). .. Concerning the 
organisation by the State of railways, canals, mines and 
public services, Longuet says it is understood that these 
are not to be adDunistered by State officials • • • • 
Railways, mines, etc., should be made, exploited or 
admiillstered by workers' associations, who are to be 
bound to give their services at cost price, without making 
profits (btntfices) that is, in agreement with mutua1ists 
principles" (Compte Rendu, p. 67). 

The resolutions of the Congress are of considerable 
interest- but we cannot deal with them in detail here. 
An attempt was made to reduce to order the organisation 
of the International and ensure a regular income. The 
Parisians carried through all their resolutions upon 
credit, and the People's Bank, and the Congress un­
wisely enough advised all Trade Unions to invest their 
funds in co-operative societies of production. On the 
other hand, considering the question .. Whether the 
spread of workers' societies does not tend to create a fifth 
estate, below the fourth, and yet more miserable 1" the 
Congress decided, that it did, but that the spread of 
great .industry would check this tendency. It also 
approved, in guarded telms, of free education, which the 
mutualists opposed, and of course, of .. Phonography:· 
It declart:d that .. means of transport and communi­
cation" should be owned by the State. and that political 

• See the C'oI~ts Renda aDd Guillaume,-VoL I.. Pan I, cia. iY. 
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tmancipation of the workers was necessary for social 
emancipation. A Congress of a bourgeois pacifist 
organisation called the League of Peace and Freedom, 
was being held at Geneva, and contrary to the desire of 
the General Council it was decided that the International 
adhere to it. 

The records of the next years expansion are scattered. 
The influx of British Unions slackened and some 
withdrawals occurred. Money was sent from Ll:)ndon 
and Paris to Geneva, for a builders' strike. The strikers 
won, and the position of the International was secure. 
Finances were a little easier, the Secretary was paid I5S. 

a week. An appeal was issued" To the Trade Unionists 
of Great Britain and Ireland" which had but little 
success. Against the desires of Marx the British 
members of the Council insisted on spending most of the 
time in debates on the subjects to be discussed at the 
next conference. 

Marx was now, merely by his powerful mind and by no 
intrigue whatever, gaining a complete mastery over the 
Council. He attended regularly, and even through the 
dulling medium of the illiterate minute-takers, there is 
a startling difference viSIble between his speeches and 
those of the other members. The debate on machinery 
(July 28th, 1868-p. 149 of the Minute Book) is particu­
larly interesting. Marx, incidentally, declared .. I 
think every chl1d above the age of nine ought to be 
employed in productive labour a portion of its time." 
He rather puuled his English colleagues. One of them 
has left a pencil note which must refer to him : .. M. 
a German of an acute mind, but like that of Proudhon. 
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of a dissolving tendency, of a domineering temper, 
jealous of the influence of others, without strong 
philosophiC41 or religious faith, and, I am afraid, with 
more hatred, if even just hatred, than love in his heart.'" 

Already the most wild rumours were afloat concerning 
the International. The usU31 stupid lie about .. infinite 
sums of money" in London was put about; the news­
papers stated, and there were people found to believe, 
that the men on strike all over Europe were so against 
their will, and by order of the International, which had 
such vast financial resources that it was impossible to 
oppose its will. Howell has preserved an undated 
editorial, apparently from the Tima, which assured its 
readers that the International was arranging for the 
Turks to massacre the Armenians. Fantastic stones 
were woven around the person of Man: this half-starved 
refugee, doing the work of two men and beset by 
domestic aftlictions was described as an icy-hearted genius, 
of fiendish abilities and autocratic power, directing a vast 
revolutionary conspiracy. He was writing, it was said, 
a book in so obscure a style that none but the initiated 
could understand it. It would contain the plans of the 
social revolution. 

The French Government, as it was a Government of 
police spies, was the first to be inftuenced by these 
police spy stories. In March 1868, it prosecuted the 
members of the Paris Central Committee, on the outf'dge­
ously false change of belonging to a secret society, and in 
May prosecuted the Committee which took its place. 

• JOM Spargo (Karl Marx, p. 265) quota. "cry simiIat ICUtcoce 
• Mazzini's, but li'tc:s GO rcfcrena:. 
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Convictions. of course, f.:>llowcJ, but the only result ~'as 
tlut the Centr31 Committee disappeared and the loc4i<ic!S 
corresponded directly with London. The genual effect 
was to incrt.lSC the influence of the Intenution.! in 
France. 

In S'ftiuerLmd, a division W~ showing it:se!f; while 
Coul1ery was advocating an a.lli..1n.:e with the Co~ 
rives, Gu.ill.1wne, at the held of the hell-fire revolution­
aries of I.e Locle, w.os unbendingly championing tt.c 
principle of coolition with the Liberals. •• In Bclgi.un.·· 
S4.id a letter to the C:>uncil .. our members enoovoured 
to resist the conscription." Here the In:uution.1l 
suddenly became an organisation of very great strength, 
owing to strikes in March at Charleroi and M~rchiennes­
The workers were treated with violence, the soldiers 
being ordered to fire upon them without any adequate 
reason. The result was that the beginnings of Tr~ 
UnioJns-a few societies of .. Free Workers "-joined 
the lnternation.t1, and UDder the direction of De Paepe, 
a strong organisation was built up. The Bru.ssels 
section had :1,000 members. Just as the Brome­
worker's strike mJde certain the future of the ILter­
T..1tioual in France, and the Builders' st.--ike assund i:s 
success in Swiuerland, the Charleroi Dl4SS.)cre secured 
the adherence of the Belgian workers. Four countries 
thus bci.'1g s.fe. the lntUIl.ltion.ll began to reach out 
towards Germany and Austria. The followers of von 
Sc..~weitzer decided to abstain; however, a certain 
number of the unions belonging to his" German Univer­
sal Workers' Union," joined. TIle MMxists, at their 
Congress at Nuremberg, ~crttd to 4ffiliate, by a vote of 
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sixty-eight to forty-six, and their executive was made the 
German national Committee. This occurred too late 
for them to be represented at the International', 
Congress. In Austria, the Government intervened to 
stop the International', propaganda, nevenheless, a 
workers' movement had begun, and the individual 
societies quickly began to adhere. 

A man named Bakunin had just joined the Inter­
national in Geneva. 

So the year went until the next Congress met in 
Brussels on September 6th, 1868, and sat till the 13th. 
A Spanish delegate attended from the ugioll iberica del 
Trabajo, and Dupont of the General Council was dele­
gate" of the Naples' Workers' Societies," but in neither 
of these countries was the International more than an 

jdea. Organisation was to come later, but the time was 
very near. So too, a telegram from Hungary, and a letter 
from Holland showed that the work had been begun 
there also. A remarkable increase in the number of 
Trade Union delegates was observed. 

The opinions of the European working-class had 
undergone a profound change. The same .. old gang .. 
arrived from Paris to find that the leaven had worked; 
.. collectivism" as it was called, Socialism in the modem 
sense, was· now predominant. Affiliation to the League 
of Peace and Freedom was rejected. The Mutual Credit 
Bank, by now the bete noire of the Congress, was shelved 
by a resolution asking the Belgians to produce a deuiled 
plan and report. Already much time had been occupied 
by the reading of long repons, and the Congress was 
finding their abundance a difficulty. The disease grew 
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worse; . the Belgians in particular rose to undreamt of 
heights of verbosity, till, in the end, the reading of 
reports had to be given up altogether. The English 
delegates at this Conference also complained of too 
many an:! too long speeches. 

It was the debate on property which routed the 
Proudhonists. Hess had nearly provoked a storm by 
remarking that the" credit-bank" was an illusion, and 
that Marx had answered Proudhon. Tolain and his 
followers attacked violently a resolution demanding that 
all landed property and means of communications 
should be socialised. The debate was heated and noisy; 
in the end they were voted down by thirty to four. The 
resolutions which were carried did not provide for 
ordinary State administration, but for workers' control on 
the lines laid down by Longuet the year before. In 
addition the Congress warmly recommended to the 
workers' a book which had recently appeared-Karl 
Marx' Capital. The whole Congress was a prolonged 
defeat of mutualism, and the French delegates did not 
take it well. Lessner complained to the General Council 
on his return that whenever anybody spoke in English or 
German, the French talked all through his speech, 
making such a noise that he could not be heard. Marx, 
who is supposed, in the anti-Marxist legend, to be 
plotting Wlth equal venom against the Proudhonists, as 
later against Bakunin, took up their defence and 
reminded the Council that it was an act of courage in 
them to come at all, with Bonaparte in power. 

A London delegate, one Cowell Stepney, provoked a 
curious incident. He delivered a few remarks, not very 



44 THE WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL 

intelligibly, and the President explained to the Congress 
that Stepney was a nobleman of the very highest rank, a 
millionaire, and a most extreme socialist. Fortunately, 
Stepney was stone-deaf and heard none of this most 
imaginative description. AJJ he had in fact a little spare 
money and held views which would not seem out­
rageously reactionary in a modem co-operative society, 
he was of great use to the General Council in the future, 
since the Continental branches paid their dues irregu­
larly or not at all. 

The Swiss delegates returned from Brussc1s converted 
to collectivism.- The General Council itself was pro­
foundly impressed. We find a notable change in the 
tone of the ordinary members' speeches. On December 
1St, for eumple, the Council decided to oppose the 
giving of a dinner to Johnson, the American ambas.'!adot 
because .. he does not represent the workers." On 
November 24th the Council had received a report of 
MaWni's death. Hermann Jung opposed the drafting of 
an address: .. Mauini .. he said. .. was opposed to the 
class struggle now going on; while we are the leaders of 
one class, he is one of the leaders of the other class." 

During the next year, September, 1868, to September, 
1869, there was not a cloud in the sky. British enthu­
siasm was failing, but the Trade Union Congress, of 
186g, invited the International to attend and passed a 
resolution urging all Unions to join it. The money ran 
very low on occasion, in August the rent was in arrears 
and there was only £3 los. in hand. But everywhere 

• Guillaume Gp. dI., YQI. I. p. 66. 
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the International was spreading. There was a section at 
San Francisco and the American National Labour Union, 
whose leader Sylvis was just dead, was considered a 
regular national division. The Council had had called 
to its notice, among others, strikes in Lyons, Waldenburg. 
Sotteville les Rouen, Basle, St. Etienne, Seraing, and 
(all in one day!) Elbeuf, Prague, Graz, Pesth, Vienna­
where the bakers were on strike because their masters 
called them Du-and a Chinese strike on the San 
Rafael railway, U.S.A. What happened to the last 
nandful of strikes I do not know, but the first-mentioned 
;tnKes were all signal eX4mples of the efficiency of the 
International's organisation. The Seraing puddlers' 
strike in Belgium and the St. Etienne miners' strike in 
France were repressed in the most savage manner by 
the Governments concerned. •• Massacre" was the 
word used, not unjustly, and the unprovoked savagery 
Df the soldiers strengthened still more the bond of feeling 
uniting the International. luly was at last being 
seriously taken in hand by the Naples Federal Trade 
Committee. Germany reported 1 IO,ooo members. 
Belgium" had sixty branches where once they had 
three." 

But the International had drunk poison without its 
knowledge. Among the delegates to a Conference of the 
League of Peace and Freedom in 1868, had been 
Michael Balrunin. He tried, in vain, to turn this body 
into an International Socialist body. Failing in this 
attempt, he and his friends .. bolted the conference" and 
formed a dissident body, called r Alliance de la Democratie 
Socialiste (Alliance of Socialist Democracy). This 
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body applied for admission en masse into the Inter­
national. It was to retain its own organisation, and 
remain a select internatiollal association within the 
larger body, imperium in imperio. This strange request 
was received in London. 

The Council~'hich, by the way, was on thoroughly 
bad terms with the Genevese Central Committee and 
had no reason Cor disliking a dissident movement-con­
sidered the request on December 15th, 1868. " Jung 
(Swiss corresponding secretary) thought there were 
certain things in the programme to which he could not 
answer until he knew the opinions of the Council. 
Dupont, Johannard, thought that this new society could 
only be a source of weakness to the I.W.M.A., that the 
very objects they sought to attain were being worked o"t 
by the I.W.M.A. in a far abler manner than they ever 
could by this new one. Man: thought that it was against 
our rules to admit another international association into 
our society."· J ung wrote to that effect, the letter being 
sign~d by George Odger and R. Shaw. t From Belgium 
also came a letter from De Paepe, and the Belgians 
generally, expressing the strongest disapproval of 
Bilkunin's proposal. Consequently the Alliance .. dis­
solved its Central Bureau," and decided to affiliate branch 
by branch, and the Genevese.section submitted its pro­
gramme in a somewhat bellicose letter written by one 
Perron. Marx, on the instruction of the Council, replied 
pointing out some contradictions with the International's 

• Minute Book. 

t Not • V. Shaw" (Guillaume tip. dl. i., 104). 
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programme. These were corrected, and, on July 27th, 
Marx proposed the admission of the G.:nevese branch 
of the Alliance. The Council agreed and Bakunin 
was inside the fort. 

Marx had met Bakunin years ago and disliked him. 
Their relations had remained courteous, but Bakunin 
was temperamentally alien to Marx. M~rx never could 
tolerate fools, and by fools he meant everyone whose 
processes of thought were not like his own. His own 
opmlons never changed except after prolonged 
reflection and much research. Bakunin's opinions 
seemed to change with the weather. In a very little 
while he covered all phases of opinion, from writing loyal 
letters to the Tsar begging him to uplift his people, to 
preaching, in common with Nechayev, relentless war, 
by murder and theft, against the individuals of the 
governing classes. He was great not by his thought, or 
by his dull books, all begun enthusiastically and aban­
doned half done, but by his magnetic personality and 
vast energy. He had a power of making large empty 
phrases, about liberty and so on, move his hearers deeply, 
because of his own sincerity, 

Original theory it is difficult to ascribe to him. He 
generally returned for his basic ideas to him whom he 
called" the gr.:at and true master of us all-Proudhon:' 
But to them he added, during this period, three violi!nt 
negations. These three he wished to be enforced upon 
the International. They were (I) There is no God. 
The beginning of the programme of the Alliance read 
.. The Alliance declares itself Atheist." Not agnostic, 
but atheist. This portion of the programme was taken 
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seriously and the abundant sources of diss~nsion were 
increased by violent religious arguments. (2) There 
shall be no State. To this he added what must have 
seemed to Marx an insane passion for destruction of 
institutions. Marx, by a process of logical thought 
had been led to revolutionary views. But he was never 
quite at home, quite saru gIll, in his revolutionary 
milieu. He was out-of-place, like an Elder in a ballet 
dance. His mind was essentially tidy, detaJled and 
orderly; Bakunin's delight in vast, unruly, untidy 
explosions of popular force, his contempt of leaders and 
organisations was the exact reverse. H I drink tt he 
loved to say, " to the destruction of public order and the 
unloosing of evil passions." (3) Political action is 
forbidden. This was not elevated into a principle until 
the Swiss left wing had tried politics (in alliance with the 
liberals!) several times and met with uniform ill­
success. These principles were without question, in 
spite of later qwbbles, entirely foreign to the original aims 
of the International. They represent an attempt to 
turn it into an anarchist body as Marx was turning it into 
a Socialist body. . 

To one form of organisation Bakunin Iud no objection. 
He wrote in 18']0 to Albert Richard" Have you Dever 
thought what is the principal cause of the power and 
vitality of the Jesuit order? Do you wish me to name 
it? WeU, it is the complete efbcement of individuals and 
of private wills, in collective organisation and action." . 
Not only had he the Alliance at his service, he had also 
• secret International Fraternity, which was dissolved 
this year (186g) and ),et another secret organisation 
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of National Brothers. Wherever he went he formed 
a clique. In the International this clique contained, 
among others, Robin, a Belgian; James Guillaume from 
the Jura; J. Ph. Becker, of the German Swiss Com­
mittee; Nechayev, a brilliant and energetic Russian 
with whom he was closely linked; Gaspard Blanc and 
Albert Richard, of Lyons. The last three of these 
turned out to be very queer fish, for Bakunin was not a 
good judge of men. For the moment, however, they 
served the purpose. Bakunin was a genius in intriguing, 
in .. wangling," packing committees, faking elections and 
generally defeating the intention of the electorate. 
During the high days of the real fight in Swit~erland, 
sections appear and dis.lppear, the same people form 
several sections, one after the other, merely to elect 
delegates, and at the final Congress, Bakunin's majority 
is a fake one. Even the terrible" Alliance" is a strange 
body; it was supposed to have numberless adherents 
throughout Europe, yet we hear only of a few adherents 
in Spain and Italy and of the Genevese section. When 
examined, this last was found to have only twenty 
members.· This year, Bakunin did little except assist 
iIi making the qU31Tel with Coullery final, he was more 
occupied in collecting his forces. Yet we find J. P. 
Becker attempting to make the whole German move­
ment consent to be dependent upon his Swiss Com­
mittee, t The intrigue was too clumsy and did not succeed. 

• So Jaeckh says. . The section paid for the first year for 104. but 
Dtver paid anything again. 

t See Jaeckh, op. cit" p. 60. The Eisenach Congress was just sitting· 
and large numbers of von Schweitzer'S Unions had joined it. The 
Congress on receipt of Becker's proposal. merely laid it aside. , 
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In behaving thus Bakunin followed a high principle. 
If I shall die and the worms will cat me, but I want our 
idea to triumph," he said in the same letter to Richard 
II For this I want not the more or less dramatic growth 
of my person, not of a power, but of our power, the 
power of our collectivity, in whose favour I am ready to 
abdicate my name and personality." He believed th.1t 
everything must be done for the cause and all means 
were lawful, however surprising. He preached this in 
common with Nechayev in the most violent terms.­
Later, Nech.1yev turned the same methods against him, 
and Bakunin, who had preached with him exactly the 
same views, drew a vivid portrait of him in his anger : 
.. For him, truth, mutual confidence, real and strict 
solidarity only exist among a dozen individuals who 
form the lanctUJ sanctorum of the Society. All the rest 
are to serve as a blind instrumen~ as matter exploited in 
the hands of these dozen really united men. It is 
permissable, indeed, a duty, to deceive them, com­
promise them, steal from them and in case of need even 
to ruin them-they are conspiracy-fodder. • • The 
sympathy of mild men who are only partly devoted to 
the revolutionary cause, and who have other human 
interests outside the cause, such as love, friendship, their 
family and social relationships-this sympathy is oot 
for him a sufficient basis, and, in the name of the cause, it 
is his duty to gain possession of your whole person 
without your knowledge. To do this he will spy on 
you and try to gain possession of your secrets, and for 
this purpose, when you are away and he is alone in your 

• Sec R. Hunter: VloklKw 11114 w LtzboIIt MOIIWMIfII ch.i. 
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room, he will open aU your drawers and read all your 
correspondence, and whenever a letter appears to him 
interesting, that is, t:ompromising in one way or another 
to you or one of your friends, he will steal it and keep it 
carefully as a document against you or your friend. He 
did this with O. and with Tata and other friends, and 
when we proved it at a General Meeting, he dared to 
reply • WeU, yes, that is our system. We consider as 
enemies, and it is our duty to deceive and compromise, 
aU those who are not completely with us,' which means 
all who are not convinced by this system and have not 
promised to apply it themselves. If you have introduced 
him to a friend, his first care will be to sow 
discord, intrigue and scandal between you; in a word, 
to provoke a quarrel. Your fnend has a ""ife or a 
d.1ughter. He will manage to seduce her and give her 
a baby, in order to force her to break away from 
official morality, and into a revolutionary protest against 
society. • • Do not say I exaggerate, aU this has been 
pro\ed to me in detail!'· But up till that moment 
(July, 1870) Bakunin had been intimately linked with 
the man whose principles were these and had in 
addition collaborated at least in the production of works 
in which these ,-jews were expressed. He always praised 
brigands to the end of his life and was the founder of the 
system of propaganda" by deed "-i~. by the murder of 
individuals. No wonder, Marx thought, as he wrote to 
Danielson, that .. these men are able of anything!' 
The changing character of Bakunin's views, his exhor­
tations to violence and his success in splitting the 

• Guillaume, 011. cit .. ii., p. 6a. 
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International, combined with personal dislike, induced 
Marx to believe him an agent-provocateur, a belief 
absolutely without foundation. Yet, under this del USi011 

Marx was led into behaving in a manner totally un­
worthy of him, and the virulence of his hatred then has 
obscured the indefensible behaviour of the. Bakuninists 
in the first place. 

Another actor deserves mention. Nicholas Utin was 
a Russian in Geneva, who became prominent in 1870 as 
opposing the Bakunists. Of his character it is difficult 
to speak. Jaeckh· the Marxist, calls him .. very able" 
.. an active young man," Kropotkin, an Anarchist, found 
him ." bright, clever, and sympathetic," Guillaume, 
however-I summarise several amiable descriptions­
calls him " a miserable Jew, vulgar, lying and conceited, 
whose only weapons were falsehoods and the wealth his 
father had gained in a disgraceful trade, that of vodka, 
an imbecile with a train of adoring females." Whatever 
he was really, after some attempts at conciliation, he 
joined vigorously in the battle. He made each wound 
worse, and was soon an adept intriguer, though he failed 
in the end to equal the master Bakunin. Between the 
two Swi~erland was soon rotten with intrigues. 

We have anticipated a little and must return to the 
September of 1869, when the Basle Congress met. The 
General Council had been informed that the suppression 
of the Paris Committee had destroyed the International in 
France and that" the Paris bookbinders formed the onJy 
real section." They were most agreeably surprised, 
therefore, to meet a large delegation, representing Trade 

• 0,. cit., p. 8g. 



THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL. 53 

Unions from over the length and breadth of France. 
Delegations from Italy, Spain and Austria proved the 
existence of a real, though young movement in those 
countries. The German delegation was nearly as im­
posing as the French and represented nearly as strong a 
movement. From England the London Amalgamated 
T.ulors, London Chairmakers, and the Amalgamatd 
Carpenters and Joiners were represented. Unfor­
tunately, the British interest was declining and this dele­
gation t.!illy meant little more than that Applegarth, 
Lucraft and Eccarius wished to be present at BasIc. 

A delegate from" The Positivist Proletarians of Paris .. 
raised a difficult point: Wh.lt was the position of societies 
not regularly affiliated? Only at this conference was it 
decided that their delegates could not vote. There never 
was any machinery arranged, either, for a card vote, 
which ddect was later made use of by Bakunin. An 
American delegate, A. C. Cameron, arrived from the 
Natioaal Labour Union. He delighted the Congress by 
saying that he upresented 800,000 men, which was a lie. 

The Congress resolutions now at last placed it in a 
sound Socialist position. To give the devil his due, it 
must be said that Bakunin's friends in Switzerland had 
helped material1y in this. Two t;:st resolutions on the 
bnd were put before the Congress : 

'f I. The Congress holds that society has the right to 
make the land collective property:' 

.. 2. The Congress holds that it 15 necessary to make 
the bnd collective property." 

&kunin, on the one hand, Eccarius and Lucraft on 
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the other, spoke for the resolutions: ToIai.n and a f.:w 
friends defended rather pathetically the claims of small 
property. The voting was: for the first proposition 
fifty-four; against, four. For the second, fifty-three; 
against, eight. Most of the French delegates voted for. 
Tpe resolutions seem tame to us: they were not then. 
They were rightly taken as symbolic of a whole Socialist 
policy, and excited the greatest interest and surprise. 
They gave an impetus to the International in Southern 
Europe particularly; everywhere they caused alarm 
among the propertied classes. 

Some Jesser points remain to be noticed. The 
Congress considered in detail the functions of Trade 
Unions in a most interesting debate, which if there was 
room should be summarised here. The Belgian 
Hins, in particular (p. 144 of the repOrt) spoke on their 
future function in a manner which shoW! that the pro­
posals now known as Guild Soci.ilist or Syndicalist, and 
partially realised in Russia, were in a less developed 
form, the recognised programme of the Socialists in the 
first Inttmational. A remarkably ill-drafted resolution, 
on inheritance, proposed by thoe Bakuninists gained 
more votes than Marx' from the General Council. 
Neither was carried. The Genevese sections, who 
had already begun to dislike Bakunin's propaganda, 
demanded that the International should confine itself to 
Trade Union action. 

No other regular Congress met till 1872, and much 
water had flowed under the bridges by then. The Inter­
national had reached its prime and fallen into decay. In 
186g and 1870 it is at its stron&est, in 1812 it is dying. 
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We must summarise first its progress in this period­
t869 to 1872. Under the influence of Bakunin a great 
forward movement began in Spain. Kropotkin gives 
80.000 as the number of Spanish members in 1872. 
He does not overstate. The growth was sudden and 
dizzying. There were four centres--Cadiz, Madrid, 
Barcelona and Palma. Some 800 branches were organ­
ised. These added another to the already various types 
of organisation affiliated; they were neither unions nor 
political sections, but sections of the International, 
regularly constituted, and organised as Unions. 
Spanish Trade Unionism was the International: there 
was no means of dividing the two. In Italy, the Inter­
national suddenly shot rapidly ahead. The method of 
the Internationalists was ingenious. They had to fight 
Mazzini's influence; they therefore, used Garibaldi as 
a stalking horse. Each of their societies elected him as 
honorary president; the old man who knew little, but 
sympathised with the Commune, accepted with pleasure. 
He broke violently with Maztini, defended the Inter­
national, and publicly began the breaking up of his 
influence. .. Maztini and I" he wrote .. we are both 
old. But no one speaks of reconciliation between him 
and me. Infallible people die, but they do not bend. 
Reconciliation with Mazzini? There is only one 
possible way for it-to obey him, and of that I do not feel 
myself capable:' 

In France, in 1870, the police. says Richard. reckoned 
the number of internationawc at 433,785. Hales 
(General Secretary) the next year said there were 8,000 
paying English members and an attempt was made to 
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turn Englmd into an ordinary division, with orgar.i.sed 
sections. A British Federal Council was started, an~ 
a deputation attended it to solicit its support for 5r 
Charles DUke. It appured at the end of the intervi:w 
tlut the deputation thought the Council was the Land 
and Labour League. After this, the Council fades out of 
history. Sections were actually formed for a moment at 
Limehouse, Bethnal Green, Hackney Road, Manchester, 
Liverpool and Middlesbrough, and Hales hoped for 
sections in II Exeter, Edinburgh, Boston, Coventry, 
Glasgow, and so on." The Dutch organisation was 
growing rapidly, and another suull country was swept 
in-Denmark. A Danish Federal Council W3S founded 
at the end of 1871, next YeM, 2,000 members in Copen­
hagen and 400 in Aarhus were quoted as typical. In 
Amerio a council of Czech5, French, and Guma.ns 
was formed in New York at the end of 1870, from the 
three existing ,sections. In July, 1871, there were ten 
sections, in February of 1872 there were forty-one 
sections. All these figures are accurate; there were 
other less trustworthy ones. We may cite a French 
account- of the .. Tinte Hui" an alleged Chinese 
section of the International, whose name means .. The 
Fraternal Society of Heaven and Earth," and whose 
membership ran into millions and extended all over 
China and India. It is, however, true that a section 
existed in Melbourne, Australia. 

If only the International had been left alone, all would 
have been well. But before the Franco-German war 
broke out, the Bakuninists t.ad made the fissurts too 

• O. Tcstut.L·~ 18p,p.alSo 
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de .. p to be bridged. So centred had they become on 
their petty intrigues dl.lt the Swiss International died 
;.way and both parties received desenoed reproaches 
from the Communad refugees, who had been risking 
their hes for the cause while the Swiss Iud been 
slandering and tricking one another. 

At the Basle Conference B.uunin and others had 
thwarted the desire of the General Council to resign, and 
have its se.lt moved from London, and had in addition 
forced more powers into the hands of the Council, in 
particuLir .1'e power to suspend a section or forbid its 
entry. It was therefore a little unfortunate that the 
Bakuninists began their campaign by an attack on the 
General Council for incompetence and grasping at 
power. Robin, in the Egalit~, published (winter of 
1869-70) a series of articles of the most offensive kind to 
the following effect; the Council was i:;noring the 
decision of previous Congresses by not sending regularly 
a bulletin of news to all sections, and it had better re­
member that it is fJbliged to obey Congresses (this con­
ciliatory phrase so pleased Robin that he repeated it 
several times); it had refused to create a British Federal 
Council because it would not let go its powers, and was 
consequently neglecting its real duties; it h.ld published 
a mmifesto defending the Fenians, which was a piece of 
stupidity; it was hushing up the division between 
Liebknecht and von Schweitzer. These attacks were 
phrased in an arrogant and violent manner, deliberately 
intended to provoke not an adjustment of actual 
grievances, but a violent qu.1!Te1. At the same time 
Robin enlivened Swiss local life by forcing personal 
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quarrels with Duval and Waehry, two locally dis­
tinguished members of the International, who passed 
over from the Bakuninist clique to the other side. 

The General Council, that is to say, Marx, replied in a 
dignified and most restrained manner, to the Swiss 
Federal Committee. It observed that the extraordinary 
phrasing of the accusations, and the irregular manner of 
their preferment, might excuse it from any reply. 
Nevertheless, it addressed these remarks to the 
Committee. (I) The bulletin was to be published, only 
if enough money was subscribed and regular infor­
mation and documents sent in from the national com­
mittees. Neither of these conditions had been fu1fi11ed 
in the least degree. (2) It did not consider that an English 
Federal Council beneath the General Council was 
possible; nece,sat')' or desirable, and argued this 
question in detail. In any case it is obvious that Robin 
and the Bakuninists were entirely ignorant of British 
conditions, and had no business to dicute orders on such 
matters. b) The Council also argued in detail in 
defence of its manifesto on Ireland. (4) It observed 
that it was doing its very best to compose the quarrel 
inside the German Labour movement and remarked that 
it would itself decide when, if ever, a public intervention 
was necessary.· 

The .. Romand .. (French Swiss) Federal Committee, 
which received this letter, couched in very reasonable 

• The wbole is quoted in Guillaume 01. dJ., "i. 263. It was made 
• cause of complaint that these letters were aOC ~Iished (Man( 
meaa treacherous intrigues ill the dark. etc.). It IS, bowever, quite 
clear that in the initial stages Manr and the GeIIeral Coud wished 0111, 
to noid I public 8auatiaS of intemal diDeaIioaa. 
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language, thought it would be a pleasant intrigue not 
to pass it on to the Bakuninists at all. This imbecility 
practically settled the question. The General Council 
observed that in spite of a perfectly fair answer the 
Bakullillists continued making utterly unfounded 
charges; Robin whose temper was execrable, con­
cluded that the Council dared not answer, and began to 
collect signatures for a petition against the tyranny and 
incompetence of the Council. Both parties prepared 
for a serious conflict, Marx in addition was confirmed in 
his conviction that Bakunin was an agent set on 
smashing up the International. He, therefore, on the 
28th of March, 1870, wrote a letter to Kugelmann in 
Hanover, in his capacity as German corresponding 
secretary, whkh recounts the whole affair from his own 
point of "jew in the most savage and bitter terms. He 
also makes certain accusations against Bakunin and his 
clique-such as that of faking mandates at Basle­
which he should have known to be false. He makes a 
remarkable number of errors in detail, and finally a 
grotesquely untrue accusation of embezzlement against 
Bakunin himself. There is little to be said in defence of 
the letter, which was, and still is, the strongest argu­
ment in favour of the Bakt-.ninists. 

Nothing came of it at the moment, however. Jbe 
Bakunin intrigue went on to its inglorious success. On 
April 4th, the conference of the French (" Romand .') 
Swiss sections was held at Chaux de Fonds. The 
question between Bakunin and the official Committee 
was to be settled there. The struggle had by now 
become not merely a political difference but a struggle 
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between the II sectional .. org~tiollS of the J uta and 
the Trade Union organi5.ltiollS of Geneva. OuUll de 
Fonds is very near Lode and very far from Geneva, it 
thus happened that a disproportionate number of J un 
delegates were present. The test came over the question 
whether the" section of the Alliance •• in Geneva should 
be admitted to the Federation, as it had been to the 
InternatioD.ll. Twenty~e voted for, eighteen against. 
The majority was fake J th~ is not contested. The 
twenty-one represented fifteen sections wherus in 
Geneva alone there were thirty sections. The grut 
majority of the Swiss internationalists were of the 
.. minority" party. The onJy poss1ble defence is that 
advanced by GuilLlume on anarchist grounds-that only 
those who are present at a Congress should vote, and 
that their YOte must count as one, regardless of the 
numbers whose delegate theyare.- For in theory all 
members-if they iud been wealthy leisured men-could 
have turned up. 

The Conference split, uch section calling itself the 
Romand Federation. The General Council being 
II notified .. by both sides, corresponded temporarily with 
the old secreury. On the~8thof June, 1870, it gave its 
decision. The majority at Chaux de Fonds, it found, had 
been only nominal, and therefore the anti-&kunist.Feder­
ation would be recognised as having the right to the title 
Romand Federation. The other Federation should 
choose whatever othu local title it desired. In a post. 
saipt Jung, who wrote the letter, reminded the 
Bakuninist Federation" in the most friendly manner·f 

• GwlW&me .,. dt., Ii. WI. 
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that the Rules of the International did contempute 
political action. The Jura Federal Committee replied 
by an article in S()lidariti • telling th:: General Counal, 
in effect, to mind its own business. 

All the same, so little was Marx actively intriguing 
ag;linst the" Alliancists to that when Robin in 1871 ame 
to London, Marx himsdf managed to get for him a seat 
upon the General Council. 

But a disaster was at hand which aused everyone to 
rorget Bakunin's intrigue. War broke out between 
France and Prussia in July, 1870. The German 
members of the International vigorously, but uselessly 
opposed Wlr; the Lassal1eans, h"wevu, voted for war 
credits in the Reichsug. The General CounciJ suted, as 
was universally believed, that it was a defensive war on 
the p:lrt of Germany. The International in France had 
just been subjected to another prosecution by the 
Government; heavy sentences had been inflicted anJ 
the organisation damaged. Consequently there were few 
to protest against the war. 

In six weeks the French armies were smashed and the 
cmpire had fallen. A Republic was proclaimed on 
September 4th. The General Council now warned the 
Gernun sections that the W3!' had ceased to be defensive. 
The c.ill was answered; all the Socialist members of the 
RcichstJg voted against the war credit. A general 

• It had lost c:ootrol of i,aliU. 
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agitation against the war began, which Bismarck sup­
pressed by wholesale arrests and prosecutions. The 
egregious Swiss Bakuninists helped the International's 
difficult task by issuing a proclamation calling upon aU 
members of the International to join the French armies. 

The French Government of National Defence W:IJ 

merely playing. Paris was invested. The Commune 
was appro.ching. , 

Before the grut tragedy of the Commune, Bakunin 
provided a comic curtain-raiser. Anarchism is not 
ridiculous, but the Anarchist Commune of Lyons is. On 
the 28th of September, 1870, Bakunin, Albert Richard 
and Gaspard Blanc with considerable following, in­
vaded the Lyons HOtd de Ville. They captured it, and 
issued a proclamation declaring the State abolished, and 
raised the pay, in municipal workshops to 3 francs a day. 
Before the day was out, however, the State returned in 
the form of bourgeois Nation.U Guards, the Bakuninists 
fled from the H~td de Ville and aU was over. 

On January 28th, 1871, the French Government signed 
an armistice. Paris, which was in a patriotic fury was 
enraged. AIl Assembly to conclude peace was called for 
Febnwy 8th. This Assembly contained a m.ljority of 
rural monarchist deputies; Paris was violently Repub­
lican. After various other acts of provocation, 
Thiers, the Government's head, ordered his soldiers to 
seize the- cannon of the Paris National Guard, on 
March 18th, 1871~ The regulars, however, fraternised 
with the Guards and the aowd. They shot their own 
general who tried to force them to shoot down the aowd. 
The members of the Government and officials present in 
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Paris fled in a panic to Versailles, leaving no authority but 
the Central Committee of the National Guard. 

There was a day or two's uncertainty. Two or three 
people who claimed to command the National Guard 
were brushed aside. No one exactly knew what was 
happening; what W3!1 the Government, or what relation 
it had to Thiers. There wa'J a member of the Inter­
national, Varlin, on the Central Committee, but he 
thought very little of the whole movement. It was only 
a military revolt, he said, accompanied by vague talk 
about decentralisation. 

In a few days things cleared. TIle Government had 
fled, therefore the Central Committee was the only 
authority. It proceeded at once to abdicate. It forced 
'on the elections for a Commune, which should take its 
place. Anxious attempts, in the end successful, to 
get the aid of the Mayors of the Paris districts, delayed 
this till March 26th. 

While the Committee was occupied in attempting to 
preserve legal forms, and failing even to occupy properly 
the Paris forts. the Government in Versailles had, as is 
always the case, a much quicker apprehension of the 
facts than their working-class opponents. Thien was 
willing enough that Paris should amuse itself with nego­
tiations, so that he might have time to form an army, 
isolated from the outside world, and carefully drilled 
and instructed in right politics. While he was per­
fecting this instrument, he waited. But his mind was 
made up-to kill, and if ever he weakened in his deter­
mination to reply by murder to the Paris declaration of 
communal autonomy (for that was aU it was as yet) the 
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Assembly" was there to hold him to it, that Assembly 
which behaved more like a Zoo than a Parliament when 
Paris was mentioned. 

On March 26th, 1811, Paris elected its Commune. 
There was an overwhelming revolutionary majority, 
among which were seventeen members of the Inter­
national. On April 2nd, his army being ready, Thiers 
had the artillery turned upon Paris. It was hence­
forward War • 

• • • • 
What was the International doing in the Commune 1 

We have seen it gradually becoming a Trade Union 
organisation. We have seen its political organisation 
struck by Napoleon on the eve of war. 

It appears, from a careful consideration of the 
reports of meetings during the siege, * that in Paris, the 
character of the International had wholly changed. The 
Trade Union membership which had been its backbone 
had disappeared. Practically, as the meetings during 
the siege showed, the exigencies of the war had ended 
Trade Unionism. The trade delegates regret that they 
can afford no money; their unions, to speak plainly, 
only exist in name now (p. 34). t The International 
cannot afford a joW'Jlcl1. It can guarantee neither the 
money nor the circulation (p. 4). Since Septembu 
4th, its organisations have been scattered (p. 55). There 
is no sign of the .. rising tide." The speeches are a 
chorus of lamentation. 

• Sec Appencm IL 

t RefercllCCl to the SBQ1/UI O.f)idM1el. 
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Yet while the old organisation by Unions had broken 
jp, a new organisation had taken its place. I have 
:ounted* forty-six sections, mentioned as existing in Paris 
in the .. winter of 1870-71. U one takes a large map and 
makes a red mark on it for each one of them, an im· 
pression is given of a widespread and strong organ­
isation. The political unit, the section, had ousted the 
Union. This meant that the International had become 
a revolutionary body: it had ceased to be legal and 
respectable; it lived or died with the Commune. 
Nothing that Bakunin could do was as fatal as this slow 
change in Paris during the siege. The workers of 
Western Europe were brought into a struggle which, 
though neither Marx nor Bakunin ever realised it, was 
premature. 

When, therefore, the thunder-clap of March 18th 
passed by, leaving Paris rather dazed, the International 
was there as the only revolutionary organisation. Yet it 
was a different International. It was .. Collectivist" : 
it had a fairly sure grip on the programme of Marxian 
Socialism, and even an inkling of its philosophy. Tolain, 
Chemale, Limousin, and the rest of the Proudhonists 
were of a past age. They are hardly spoken of. Tolain, 
indeed, stayed with the Assembly and was for that reason 
expelled. But from the others nothing came. There 
were a few Proudhonists in the Commune-Beslay, who 
so disastrously protected the Bank of France, ltd them. 
But the Internatiol1<l1 no longer followed them, nor did it 
base its prt'gramme on .. Justice, Virtue, Morality, a 
People's Credit Bank and Small Proprietorship:' 

• See Appendiz II. . 

I 
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Within the Commune the QWS of the members of the 
International, together with nine others, formed a 
regular minority, a sort of .. His Majesty's Opposition." 
It was not a Socialist minority. It is naturaJ, but wrong 
to imagine that the International formed a minority of 
Socialists faced .ith bourgeois radicals. What the 
International opposed was the .. romanticism" of the 
majority. The Majority was partially Blanquist, 
partially radicals of Forty-Eight. The first were 
deprived of any direction or cohesion by the absence of 
their leader Blanqui, who kld been imprisoned by Thiers. 
The second never had any particulat programme at all, 
but grasped eagerly at the floating theories of communal 
autonomy and decentralisation, with which they sought 
to justify the Commune. The International and the 
Blanquists both realised the proletarian character of the 
Commune, which was far more tsSen~iaJ. than semi­
anarchi$t theories of decentralisation. The International 
parted from the Blanquists, however, on the question 
merely of policy. The Majority cormned itself to a 
tedious imitation of J79J. It abdicated its power twice 
into the hands of a Committee of Public Safety, a 
foolish, incapable body which it had to recall.' It 
tolerated the most appalling disorder and incompetence 
in all public departments including that of War. It 
substituted for discipline and an ordered policy the tiny 
sputts of stupid anger with which weak men are accus­
tomed to simulate strength. It deaeed enforced service in 
the Guard and omitted to enforce it. It suppressed some 
anti-Communard journals and permitted their revival . 
under another name. It arrested handIulsof comparatively 

- . 
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harmless reactionaries and left the Versaillese spies 
untouched. Its decrees were uniformly symbolical, they 
were grand gestures. The Majority posed for posterity 
all the time. It pulled down the Vendome column. 
It reduced Communard officials' salaries to £240 a year. 
It .. separated Church and State." It returned the 
objects pawned by the poor. It secularised education. 
It was continually occupied in decrees which were 
declarations of principles and not a foundation for 
Socialist society. In the early days of the Soviet revo­
lution in Russia, it is reported, Trotsky said: .. We may 
be forced to go. But if we are, we will slam the door 
behind us so that the noise will shake the whole world." 
The criticism of the Minority of the Majority was really 
that it was only occupied in arranging for a dramatic 
slamming of the door and not at all in defending the 
Commune. 

An Internationalist, Uo Frankel,· was delegate for 
Labour and in the short time at his disposal began to 
put into practice the programme of the International. 
We have seen that this was the elimination of private 
production in favour of autonomous guilds or industrial 
Unions working under the general supervision and con· 
trol of the State, to whom the final ownership would be 
reserved. The decay of the Trade Unions made his 
task difficult, but on April 16th he made an announce-­
ment to all the chambres syndic ales (trade councils) 
numbering thirty-four, instructing them to meet in 
Committee to arrange to take over all closed workshops. 
The Committee met twice before the fall of the 

• Or Frlnkcl-the spellins mes. 
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Commune, and the strength of Trade Unionism began 
to revive. 

But while the Commune was issuing symbolical decrees 
and slowly feeling its way to a real policy, death was 
approaching it by great strides. The reply to Thiers' 
attack on April 2nd had miscarried, owing to the failure 
of Lullier, the drunken Communard commander-in­
chid, to occupy the important fort of Mont Valerien. 
The Versaillese began to shoot their prisoners, but the 
Commune seized a number of hostages, including the 
Archbishop of Paris, and threatened that for every 
prisoner shot three of these should be killed. So for a 
moment the murder of prisoners ceased. Lullier was 
replaced by Rossel, another incapable leader. But to 
oppose the forces of the Federals, as the Guards were 
called, to Thiers' army, was to pit a penny whistle 
against Sousa's band. Thius had the men and the 
artillery. Safe behind a destructive rain of explosives, 
the Versaillese slowly advanced. The fortresses of 
Issy and Vanves on the Federal side were practically 
hammered to pieces before they were abandoned. Porte 
Maillot, commanded by the guns of Mont Valerien, was 
reduced to ruins. The Fedet'lls replied with what 
pieces they had, but typical of the tragedy of the Com­
mune was the corpse of the gunner found dead by his 
unused cannon, and a pile of shells of the wrong c:a1ibre. 
The battle was fought with an intensity through April 
and May that had not marked the languid operations 
of the Bonapartist generals in 1870. The fiercer 
intensity of the battle reflected the greater rulity of the 
class war. 
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Towards the end, Delesc1w;e, a Blanquist and a 
civilian, took over the war Department. The minority, 
which had retired on the nomination of a second 
Committee of Publit Safety, was ordered back to its 
post by the Council of the International (May 15th). A 
supreme effort was to be made. In Dombrowski, 
Wroblewski and La Cecilia, the Commune possessed 
excellent generals if De1esclu~e could provide the organ­
isation to support them; But already the struggle was 
practic:illyover. Thiers had repressed attempts in the 
provinces to restrain him. His forces were increasing 
every day. The three vital points of the Communard 
defences, Forts Issy and Vanves, and Porte Maillot, 
were abandoned or in ruins. For a few days it was 
still poSSlble to hold out the Versai1lese, then on May 21st 
owing, it is said to a spy's signal, the Versaillese entered. 

There fol1o~ed a week's ternble barricade and street 
fighting. The Versaillese steady advance over :1 

spreading area of Paris was only bought street by street 
with hard fighting. At night, from buildings fired by 
Versaillese shells and otheo:s burnt by the Commune,· 
huge tongues of flame leapt to the skies. Human cries, 
the incessant rattle of machine guns, violent explosions 
made the nights nights of horror. As they advanced, 
the Versaillese murdered their prisoners. In a vain hope 
of stopping them, an official of the Commune shot the 
hostages ~ed for that purpose by the Commune, 
including the Archbishop. 

All was over on the 26th. A day or so later the out­
lying fort of Vincennes surrendered. 

• The latcnlatioaalists, OD the whole. opposed the bun1inp. 
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But if the fighting was over the killing was not. The 
Versaillese murdered their prisoners, I have said. It is 
not an adequate phrase. They sought throughout 
Paris for anyone, man, woman, or cJu1d, who had taken 
any part in the defence, had attended any wounded or 
fed any hungry. They killed not singly, but in crowds : 
they killed not till their human instruments were n­
hausted, but till exhaustion should overtake the steel of 
a machine gun. The Lobau Barracks, the Rue des 
Rosiers, and many other places were so running with 
blood that the soldiers were stained with it half-way up 
to their knees. In one terrible square in Paris the dead 
were too hastily buried I that night the affrighted 
inhabitants heard groans and the sound of moving. I.a 
the morning the ground was all undulating from the 
struggle of the half dead, buried alive, and one man'. 
arm was thrust forth into the air. There was for days a 
dark brown thread of colour running down the centre 
of the Seine: and an unmoved Parisian invented the 
game of .. Ja p~ aux fedirb .. (guard-fishing) which 
consisted in betting how many Federal corpses would 
float under the bridge in a certain time. The graveyards 
were choked and huge common pits were opened in 
which the unidentified corpses were tossed in cart!uls. 
Quicklime, as Louise Michel said, was hungry that year. 
We have to turn to the incidents of the war of 1914 to 
1918 to find parallel instances of ferocity and thirst for 
blood. ' 

How many prisoners and peaceable citizens were 
murdered? Twenty thousand? Thirty-five thousand 1 
No one can say. A hundred thousand Parisian workers 
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Iud disappeared after the Commune. But then, after 
the first outburst of massacre there were an immense 
number of killings after court-martial held outside Paris, 
and even more deporutions. 

But the Commune was dead. All its defenders Iud 
been, it was to be hoped, individually, and separately 
disposed of. Socialism in France Iud been killed for 
many years, by the killing of the Socialists. And the 
International had received a staggering blow. 

After the Commune perhaps a united effort might have 
saved the International. There were even one or two 
indications of a spread of its power. Portugal had been 
brought into the movement and contact had been 
achieved with Sweden. John Hales, the General 
Secretary, claimed that there were eighteen sections in 
England and three in Scotland. These sections, more­
over, launched in I87~ a Labour Party.· They have a 

• The sections claimed in 18~ are: Manchester, Liverpool. Middlet­
brough, Boston, Exeter, Coventry, Bethn.a1 Green, St. Lukes, West End. 
Hinckley. Buckfastleigh, Cast1eford. Birkenhead. Woolwich. Sunderland. 
Newcastle, Leeds, Hull, Portsmouth, Halifax, Sheffi~ld, Plymouth, 
Nottingham. Lougbborougb, Glasgow and Edinburgh. Irish sections 
in : Sobo, Bradford, Chelsea, Middlesbrough. Miscellaneous : 
Manchestu M.lSODS, Manchester Bricklayus, Manchester Cordwainers. 
Halifax Republican Club, Nottingham Labour Protection League: 
36. That so large a political Labour Movement existed and was entirely 
forgotten is astonishing: that it was. .. the B.tkuninists claimed. 
anarchist, is illCftdtble. I believe the following to be the truth. The 
party did exist and was quite probably of the strength claimed in the 
yurs 187-2"73. It is DOt to be CQftfused with the Laud and Labour 
League, with which the GeDerai Counal bad earher bad some rdatiollS. 
This was COlUlected with Sir Charles Dilke's Republican propaganda. 
and is apparently. separate organisation. Nor was it COIUIected with 
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superficial appearance of great strength. There were 
thirty-six sectioIl5 in 1872, nearly as many as in Ameria. 
Yet so difficult. is it to gauge the actual import.mce of 
many of the alleged U sections," Marxist as well u 
Bakuninist, that it is just possible that the movement was 
only an immense pretence. 

For amouftage was needed. On the ground that they 
disagreed with .. The Civil War in France," the General 
Council's Manifesto on the Commune, Odger and 
LucraIt, the two remaining Trade Union leaders of 
importance resigned. This in fact meant the formal 
departure of the British Trade Union movement, in spite 
of Applegarth's continued presence, which was looked 
upon merely as a personal idiosyncracy. In Italy the 
police suppressed the only strong and long-lived section, 
that of Naples; the labour movement fell back under 
Mauinian influence, and nothing was left but a few 
groups of Bakuninists, not affiliated to the International, 
nor of any very considerable strength. In Spain the 
Federal Council had for a while to flee to Portugal to 
tsape the police. 

At the time when police persecution was at its height 

the Labour Representation Committees which secured the "tura 01 
Broadhurst and Macdo!IaId to Parliament in 187.. Tbil monment 
was led by Odger and Cremer, who had left the Intemaliollalitsln&.er. 
It rqnesented the right wing of politicaliabour, thiI Party the left. 

The party was mainly made up of survivon of the Cbatt.ist 1IIOYement. 
It resolved not to run candidateS for Parliament UaI873, and from that 
date declined. It lived on, led by two brothera named Murray, until 
the foundation of the Democratic Federatioa. which ilJl survMnl 
members, mosdy from Woolwich, all joined. A year later the Demo­
c:ratic Federation became the Social Democratic Federatioa. The 
S.D.F. became the B.s.P., which call chili claim dacalt from the fine 
lJ1terr1ational. 
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the General Council summoned a private Conference in 
London (September 17th, 1871)-private because of 
the danger to the French Communards. Two members 
of the Alliance, including Robin himself, and Spanish 
and Belgian sympathisers were present. The B.1kuninist 
Romand Fedc::rarion was not invited owing to its refus.a1 
to accept the decision of the General Council concerning 
its name, etc., or to answer its letters. A considerable 
number of members of the Paris Commune were pr~nt. 
As they had mostly been invited to sit on the General 
Council, honoris causa, and as they were nearly all agreed 
in opposing the B.lkuninists, the latter said that .. the 
members of the General Council had an absolute 
majority. " 

The proceedings were fairly unanimous. Robin be­
~me grossly insulting and left the Conference, otherwise 
there was very little trouble. The delegates re-affirmed 
the principle of political action, instructed the Balcuninist 
Swiss Federation to call itself the .. Jurassian Federa­
tion " (which it later did) and declared the new" section 
of proplg3nd.1" inadmissable. As the .. section of the 
Alliance" had dissolved itself, and this new section, its 
successor, was not to be admitted the Conference 
declared the matter closed.· 

It was nothing of the sort. The decisions of the 
London Conference, from which the Iulians, Dutch, 
Dand, Germans and Ameri~ were absent, could 

• In the PrfIDlilJU ScUsioru the General Couacil statal that OIIe 
re.uou why if could DOt admit the DCW sccboa, wu because it Iud 
assured the Y.M.C.A .. that it did DOt rccognist theological lKtions, 
(p. J 3,). What is the mcaWnl of this lDysterious rclucn<:e I do DOt know. 
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hardly be taken as final. In any case, the two factions 
resumed a war of growing bitterness. All the strength of 
the International went into it. We must imagine this 
violent polemic accompanied by a continuous dwindling 
of the sections, by division, decay and the erection of 
false sections for dectioD purposes. We are present at 
the death of a movement. 

We are also present at its putrefaction. The most 
disgracdul accusations are freely proffered. SLtnders 
which have no basis in &ct, are mingled with distortions 
of truths. While the Bakunists excel in filthy language, 
the Marxists outdo them in suggesting falsehoods. Nor 
are the chiefs exempt from this blame. Bakunin said of 
Marx·s pamphlet (lu Pretenduu SdssioTIJ dQIIJ 
r Internationale); " The sword of Damocles has fallen 
on us; yet it is not a sword, but the habitual weapon of 
Mr. Marx, a lump of -." Marx, on the other hand, 
stated that the members of the Alliance spread their 
propaganda by means of habitual murder. Yet, if we 
make this distinction, it is not to be thought that the 
Bakuninists were truthful or their opponents restrained 
in their language. 

The appalling torrent of abuse and calumny which 
Bowed from both sides makes it difficult to write a 
reasoned history of the quarrel. The two great leaders in 
whose persons had become centred the causes of 
Anarchy and Socialism were unequal to their task. 

. From intellectual giants they dwindle suddenly to 
ill-conditioned old men, mumbling at each other the 
curses and vituperation of spite and senility. 

Yet there was a distinct division of principle, which 
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deserved more calm consideration. Bakunin held that 
the International must have in embryo the form of the 
new society-of anarchy. Therefore, the existence of 
any central control by the General Council was inad· 
missable, and the Council itself must be abolished, and 
the International reconstituted on the. basis of the 
complete autonomy of sections. In addition it was 
specifically charged that Marx and Engels had 
endeavoured to force upon the International a German· 
Jew form of authoritarian communism of their own, 
and had in addition attempted to secure a personal 
dictatorship. _ 

How far it was advisable for the International to 
abandon any centralised organisation is very question. 
able. But the strength of Bakunin's appeal lay in his 
attack on personal dictatorship, and rejection of the 
authoritarian Socialism which he believed to be Marxism. 
It is also undeniably true that since Engels' arrival in 
London, Marx and he had quite openly .. run" the 
General Council. With the disappearance of the 
British Trade Unionists there was no one to check them. 
The delegates of the Labour Party were ciphers, 
nonentiti~s fit to form a cabal but incapable of any 
policy, while the French refugees were mostly Blanquists 
and authoritarian in principle. In addition, Marx and 
Engels had freely used their positions as corresponding 
Secretaries to attack individual Bakuninists. 

On the other side Marx stood for the retention of the 
powers of the General CounC1l. •• Anarchy" he wrote, 
.. is the great charger of their lord Bakunin. 
All Socialists hold Anarchy to mean this; the aim of the 
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proletarian movement, the abolition of c:bsses, once 
attained, the power of the State which suves to keep the 
great majority of producers beneath the yoke of a small 
exploiting majority, will disappear and governmental 
functions become mere administrative functions. The 
Alliance reverses this. It proclaims anarchy in the 
ranks of the proletariat as the most infalhble means 
of defeating the powuful concentration of social 
and political forces in the hands of the exploiters. On 
this pretext it requires the International at the moment 
when the old world seeks to aush it, to replace its 
organisation by anarchy. The international police asks/ 
no more." 

He added that Bakunin had spread a network of 
seaet societies inside the International. This uection 

. was three-fold; there was the Alliance itself, semi-seaet, 
semi-public, which controlled or tried to control, tvUy 
section of the IntetD3tional by underhand means. 
Within this were the National Brothers, absolutely seaet, 
who controlled the Alliance, and within them the JOO 

International Btc:rthers who had aU the threads in their 
hands. 
. That this organisation, partly puerile, partly, in the 

hands of such as Nechaytv, really dangerous, had emtes! 
there is no doubt. Part of the structure, howtver, was 
certainly now in ruins, while there are clear indications 
of yet more seaet cabals. How far exactly the Inter­
national was penetrated by such secret societies cannot be 
said with certainty. Di:;coDDected documents which 
wue published, chiefly by Testut, at this time show a 
system of seact alphabets, etc., which suggest a lOCiety 
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which varied from a Camorra gang of assassins to the 
.. pretend game" of a Boy Scout.· 

The interval between London and the conference at 
The Hague in 187~ was employed by both sides in 
collecting their forces. France, with rare exceptions, 
might be counted as wholly on the side of the Council. 
So also, without question, were Germany and Austria. 
In America there was a split threatened. Section 12 

of New York was under the influence of two well-to-do 
ladies, Mrs. Victoria Woodhull, and Miss Tennessee 
Claflin (now Lady Cook), and had come under the 
cen!lure of the General Council. The· Bakunists 
claimed them as anarchists, but in fact they were only 
protagonists of feminism -and free love, who had 
succeeded in destroying the proletarian character of their 
section's programme and concentrating all its attention 
on the Woman Question. When Victoria Woodhull 
ran for the Presidency, no more illusions could be enter­
tained. The eccentricities of Section 12, however, had 
no real effect upon America, which remained Marx' 
stronghold. 

Nevertheless, the defeat of the Commune meant that 
the day of the centralised international association was 
over. Waiting tactics, and therefore the growth of 
national federated parties, were necessary for some time 
to come. The Socialist movement was bound to adapt 
itself, for propagandist purposes, to the bourgeois state. 
The second International was gradually appearing. 
For this reason-a reason which would have angered 

• Undisnuyed by the collapse of his previous organisation Bakunia 
ju!t aftn the fugue fou.nded anothr.r ta11ed s1IIlply" Y ". The NatiolW 
Brothers still existed. 
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them beyond me.uure-the An.trchistJ g<lined praetiaJ 
.upport for their dCJlWld for decentr.wution. lklgium 
and Hollmd inclined to their side for this re~n. 14 
Spain, owing to a series of obsCUft intrigues, the M.1nists 
were buten. Exh side brought accusations of foul 
puy, but there was in {<let, behind B.1kurun here, a grut 
IIUSS of an.uchist followers. Spain, in bet, was his 
central fortress as Gcrnuny was MMx'. 

Italy Iud out-Munined BOlkunin, by decLuing itself 
10 autonomous that it could not attend The Ibgue, but 
the movement was 10 snull Wt little was lost. French 
Switzerland was equally divided, and the movement W2I 

in any case in the Lut SUges of decay. GuDWl Switzer­
land was M.uxist. 14 Engbnd. resentment of MMx and 
Engels' per50iW authority, and, unfortunately, pcnonal 
spites, made the Labour Party delegates decide to vote 
for the Anarchists. 

This was roughly the division of forces when the 
Congress md at the lLtguc on September 2nd, 1813. 
There was no such thing as a card vote and the majority 
of the delegates were on the side of the General Council. 
No one can say, now, On wbose side tbe majority of the 
I4ttmatioiW was J but the accidental majority at the 
Hague sufficed for the CounCIl. .. Damn prudence," 
Engels is reported to luve said, wben be had ascertained 
the exact figures of his party. and the opponents. WeU­
mtant efforts of conciliation. such as Jung's, were 
treated as truchery by both sides. 

The proceedings auy be descnbcd as formal. MMx, 
wbo was present, Iud his majority and proposed u.~g it. 
B.tkwlin had fmed to appur and the luding of the 
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opposition Iud bllen, as it f.,}j done for ~me time past. 
UPO:l G:'u~l.1ume. He did it wen. In the earlict period 
tt.e bebviour of the IWruninists h.d set everybody 
a;ain"t t}o.em. They now appe.u-eJ as defending a 
principle, wl.i1e the uctics of the M.masts were at lust 
uclvrtunate. The Bakur.inists proposed the abolition of 
the General Council, and the autonomy of sections. 
These, as well as their a.bsTention from political action, 
were g!"3ve matters, worthy of a Congressional discussion. 
The Marxists proposed the npulsion of E,;:unin. 
Guill.lame and others, a matter of personal :ancour 
only. 

A Cofumittee was appointed to consiJer the M.arxist 
propos.&l-the other proposal was to come Later, and, of 
course, was never consiJered. But before a deOsioa 
was Jll.lde concerning the er.ruJsions, the Congress 
voted to remove the General Council to New York. 

This decision, which killed the First Intenutional, 
was taken on the motion of Marx. New Yark was so 
ur away that the Interoa.tional died; the Bakuninists 
m.1de some attempt to run a counter International, 
",,'weh never had any real vitality; in 1880 the whole 
crgmi.s.tion was a memory. Practically anyone could 
have foreseen this, and it is a pu:le to this day. why 
M.arx forced the proposal tLrough. Did he not realise 
the destruction he was working? Was he so alarmed 
over the power of Bakunin, that he wished to get the 
General Council bt away from his infiuence? Had he 
decided ddiberatdy to hand over the movement to 
Munia in a grattful manner? These last two sugges­
tions art improb.bJe, nor is it true that Marx had re4lised 
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that the occasion for a centralised working-class organ­
isation was, for a time, past, and that in view of the 
aushing of the Commune, the workers must turn 
themselves, for nt.lrly fifty years. to the construction of 
national socialist movements. He and Bakunin agreed 
in this at least-that they always thought the re~olution 
was round the comer. 

More probably, Man had two motives. He must, 
he . felt, get the International well out of the hands of 
his hated rival, Bakunin. America was the only un­
touched country. Yet he also wished to be rid of it. He 
was an invalid. If I have for months .. he wrot~ a little 
later to Danielson-, If suffered severely and found 
myself, for some time, even in a dangerous state of 
illness, consequent upon overwork. My head was SO 

seriously affected that a paralytic stroke was to be 
apprehended:' Impatiently, like an invalid. he wanted 
to push it aside-it was no longer any use-but Bakunin 
must not have it. Once it was shelved, he forgot about 
it. Only Engels, as Engels would, continued to fight 
the anarchists with detailed malice. Marx had for­
gotten them. 

The Conference next heard the report of the Com­
mittee and expelled Guillaume and Bakunin. The 
If proofs" supporting this action were published later by 
the General Council under the title, L'A11ianu de lIZ 
Democratie Socialiste. TIle whole, half silly, half 
dangerous, secret organisation of Bakunin was dragged 
into the light. The crimes of Nechayev were expJoited 

, for aU they were worth. A plaUSlble case was made out 
• lath AUSUSft 1873-
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for the existence of a considerable number of secret 
societies, widely extended if small in membership, 
whose main object had been to assure the personal 
dictatorship of Bakunin. He had attempted, it was 
argued, to destroy the organisation of the International 
in order that his societies might gra::;p the power in the 
resulting chaos. There is nothing more easy than, 
under the pretext of a very free form of organisation, to 
arrange the dominance of a clique. It was also stated 
that Bakunin was expelled on personal grounds, because 
he had received money for translating Marx' Capital, a 
work of which he never did more than a few pages. 

The last charge is trifli.1g, but there is considerable 
proof for the first. At this date the materials for an 
examination of Bakunin's societies probably no longer 
exist. Their existence is not denied, nor their jesuitical 
character. But what their object was, whether they 
actually managed to pull the strings of the International, 
whether they used criminal methods, and so on-all 
that is still a matter of opinion. Bakunin never replied, 
except by Billingsgate, to the booklet L'Alliance, and we 
are left with the prosecuting counsel's speech alone. 

After the expulsions the minority refrained from 
taking anI further part in the proceedings. The 
Congress broke up in a depressed atmosphere. The 
General Council went to New York, whence it declared 
excluded the Jurassian, Belgian and Spanish Federations, 
which had disavowed the resolutions at the Hague. The 
English movement quarrelled violently inSIde itself. 

The International was rapidly disappearing. Both 
sides held another Congress in 1873 at Geneva, but 

• 
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rather in order to spite the other side than because of 
any real strength. The Bakuninist strength lay in 
Spain, and there was perhaps some hope to be gleaned 
from the undewbly strong movement there. But this 
same year, 18n, saw the beginning of its ruin. The 
Spanish Republic was in the hands of the party known 
as .. Benevolent" Of" Platonic Republicans:' Opposed 
to them were the Federal RepUblicans, known as 
Intransigeants, and in the autumn of this year, they 
revolted. The International took an active part and in 
two towns, Alcoy and San Lucar de Barrameda, the 
workus held control for a considerable time. Revolu­
tionary juntas in other cities such as B;lrcelona and 
Cartagena, feU fairly quickly. The whole affair was 
long, complicated, mismanaged and bloody. In the end 
the whole business was settled by the return of the 
Monarchy: the Spanish International was aushed and 
its disappearance finished the Bakuninist Intern.ltional. 

In New York the General Council vegetated. It 
quite lost any control of the European movement. The 
American branch of the International played a smaU but 
not discreditable part in American politics. It fought, 
slightly, within itself, but was nevertheless the first active 
and prominent Socialist propagandist body in America. 
The most urgent question was that of co-operation with 
non-Socialist Labour bodies, to which Sorge, the new 
Secretary, was opposed. Ceruin. branches seceded on 
this question and formed the Social Democratic 
Workingmen's Party of North America. 

On July 15th, 1876 was held the last conference of the 
International, in Philadelphia. One delegate arrived 
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from Germany. The rest were Americans. The out­
look was in the last degree gloomy. The Conference 
accepted facts, and declared that as there was only the 
American branch alive, the General Council was 
abolished. A few months later the American Federation 
rejoined with the Social Democratic Party to form what in 
18n became the Socialist Labour Party, which exists 
to-d.ly. The Bakuninists held a few more conferences, 
but they too had dwindled to an unimportant handful of 
anarchists. 



CHAPTER II 

TIlE SECOND INTERNATIONAL 

THE Second International is generally held to begin 
its life with the P4U'is Congress of 1889. At that date 
the two largest French sections (Marxist-revolutionary, 
and Possibilist-reformist) each held a rival congress. 
But at the next Congress (Brussels, 1891) the two 
sections re-united and did not dissolve again till 1919. 
Congresses were held at regular intervals till the outbreak 
of war.· The International started as a compromise, 
not as an adventure like the First, and it bore the mark 
of its origin all its life. 

Not until 1900 was any form of central organ-the 
Bureau-set up. Previously, the various national 
movements merely met, quarrelled and separated. It 
seems indeed odd that 1889 more than any other year 
should be taken as that of the origin of the International. 
Why not 1878, when a large number of Socialist dele­
gates met at Ghent? Why not any of the ten casual 
Congresses that fill up the space between I872 and 
I889 ? 

For reasons that we considered in the last chapter, the 
Second International was a Federation of strong 
national bodies. I872 to I889 is the period of the growth 

• A lAst is siVUI in Appclldiz IV. 
85 
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of the imposing Socialist parties of France, Belgium, 
Germany, Italy, etc., which made such an impressive 
show before the world. These parties were not pre­
pared and not likely to submit to any central authority. 
For some time there was not even an international link. 

IGrkup and Puse', History 0/ Socialism (1913) is 
not a good book. But it gives truly the pre-war attitude 
on the International in its chapter 13. .f No one," 
it says in effect, II would take the Bureau seriously in 
England at all. There is a story of a Dutchman who 
once asked it whether he ought to join the Government, 
but that is all." And as he was a Dutchman there was 
probably a catch somewhere .. and they do not teU us what 
the Bureau replied or whether he attended to the reply. 

This Bureau was formed in 1900 and sat in Brussels. 
It had no powers and was practically confined to making 
the technical arrangements for Congresses and being a 
centre for oorrespondence. The nearest it ever came 
to being a live international body was in its activities as a 
mediator between quarrelling national parties. It was 
midwife at the birth of the English .. United Socialist 
Council," and the miserable life and death of that body 
is a oommentary upon its powers. 

Jaurts, that master in oompromise, who oou!d secure 
an appearance of unity between the most violent oppo­
nents on principle, was the greatest figure of the Second 
International, and its most dominating' personality. 
Of all the resolutions passed under his infiuence, only 
one had any II actuality," the resolution on war-and 
that chiefly because the oomplete independence of the 
national sections had turned the Second International 
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into a purely anti-war organisation. The resolution 
read as follows: 

.. If war threatens to break out it is the duty of the 
working class in the countries concerned, and of their 
Parliamentary representatives, with the help of the 
International Bureau as a means of co-ordinating their 
action, to use every effort to prevent war by all the means 
that seem to them most appropriate, having regard to 
the sharpness of the class war and to the general 
political situation • 

.. Should war none the less break out, their duty is 
to intervene to bring it promptly to an end, and with 
all their energies to use the political and economic 
crisis created by the war to rouse the masses of the 
people and to hasten the fall of capitalist domination." 
(Copenhagen, 1910.) 

The men who drafted and voted that resolution were 
defeated in advance. Behind those words was no living 
faith or real confidence. The shifty, hesitating phrasing, 
the dull, parrot-like repetition of formulz about" rous­
ing the masses of the people" and so forth, sbow their 
pre-occupation was to say nothing and yet to seem to 
say something. And so it remains, a pathetic and 
forlorn thing, at once accusing and explaining the great 
apostacy of 1914. 

The history of the Second International, therefore, 
was the history of the national movements. To give 
it here is impossible, but one must try to explain the 
most striking fact of all-the unquestioned German 
predominance. Russia, England and France, possible 
rivals, all fell under German in1luence. In England, 
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the reason was clear-the innate feebleness of the 
English Soci.ilist movement. The Labour Party waS 
non-Socialist (yet, significantly enough, was admitted 
to the International) and produced no great leaders, 
much less any theorist or politician of standing. In 
France the strength of the movement was gradually 
sapped away by the growth of a real revolutionary 
movement-Syndicalism-and the party tended mOre 
and more to become a collection of politicians who 
II sold out" at the first opportunity.· Russians were 
still regarded as backward persons, fit subjects for pity 
and subscriptions, but hardly as equals-besides, their 
language hid their thoughts. But in Germany a galaxy 
of learned if rather ponderous intellectuals, and an 
immense membership, gave the movement an unequalled 
prestige. And from Germany. arose the theory most 
characteristic of the Second International, which was 
proved, in the year of testing 1914, to have penetrated 
it to the very bones. 

This theory-Revisionism or Reformism-was a 
theory well suited to the days before the war, when 
nationalism seemed a pleasant and harmless recreation, 
with just a spice of risk, and when the workers of the 
world were discovering that ease was possible for some 
at least of them under capitalism, and that meliorative 
measures could actually be secured, and were by 
no means always meaningless. A German, Eduard 
Bernstein, was and is its chief exponent. t 

• One remembers Clemenc:eau, Briaad, Viviani, Mi11ermd, md 
many others. 

t E. Berusteiu, EIIOlutitmczry SociII1iIm (LLoP.). 
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The economic basis of Revisionism was . this: In 
the opinion of the authors of the Communist Manifesto, 
and all those who believed in the imminence of a 
catastrophic revolution-a revolution in the accepted 
sense of the term-this revolution would come through 
the innate contradictions of the capitalist economic 
system. It was taught by Marx that capitalism was 
steadily proceeding to a sharper class division. By the 
process of the accumulation of great capitals, which 
drove out the lesser capitals, industry was becoming 
more and more a battlefield in which many dispossessed 
proletarians faced ~ very few industri.1l magnates. The 
impossibility of these proletarians buying back their 
own products, under the profit system, led to recurrent 
crises and at last to the final crash. To all this Bernstein 
gave the lie. Small capitals were not on the decrease, 
but the increase. The middle classes were flourishing 
like the green bay tree, and he had not the Psalmist's 
faith in its fall. The peasant proprietor, so far from 
disappearing, had dug himself in, and the big farm 
had broken down. All this he argued by statistics.· 
But what was happening was the gradual assumption 
of power by the working class inside the democratic 
state, and the gradual realisation of socialism by piece­
meal reforms. .. In all advanced countries," he wrote 
to the Party in 1898, .. we see the privileges of the 
capitalist bourgeoisie yielding step by step to demo­
cratic organisations. Under the influence of this, and 

• He should have distinguished between independent smaI1 
capiuls and shares in big businesses and limited companies. In the 
latter ~!I concentration of capital is a fact. Cf. my Bolshltli1c TMory, 
chapter u. 
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driven by the movement of the working cL1sses which 
is daily becoming stronger, a social reaction h.u set ill 
against the exploiting tendencies of apital, a counter­
action, which, although it still proceeds tinUdly and 
feebly, yet does exist and is always drawing more depart­
ments of economic life under its influence." He 
instances factory legislation, democracy in local govern· 
ment, co-operation, and the privileges of Sute 
servants. .. The final aim is nothing: the movement 
is everything": he exclaimed in the end. Others 
embroidered upon this, and there was the great II boom .. 
of nationalisation and mucicipalisation: there was the 
Fabian Society. To many Reformism came as a great 
light: . the way to Socialism was easy, bloodless and 
constitutional. Nationalisation, slowly and in. good 
time. And above all, everything was going well: things 
were getting better and not worse. 

Towards this harmless, chattering and careless world 
the unseen catastrophe of the great war was rushing 
hourly. 'Theywere too pre-occupied in gaining reforms 
within the framework of their own lutes to notice or 
to be prepared. 

Very few of us can reapture the thoughts we had in 
those few days. None of us can know what passed in the 
minds of the Socialist and Labour leaders. What d.id 
such a one think, when he came home from a great 
meeting, to -learn that his Government had taken the 
step, had done what he had just told a churing audience 
it should not do 1 Papers which had ,stoimed against 
the threat of war in one night swung over and accepted 
and greeted it. Men who had threatened their rulers 
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with the international proletariat cheered the departing 
troop trains. As a man striding along the hillside in 
early morning breaks without noticing tiny gossamer 
webs, so the moving armies had destroyed the Inter­
national, and no one cared to observe it. It died 
silently and forgotten. 

Here is a great, a final break. The work had to be 
done again. The International must be rebuilt from the 
bottom up. Men might use the old names, but the 
thing itself was new. 

The few necessary formalities were punctually and 
decently performed by Camille Huysmans, the secretary. 
The nominal seat of the extinct Bureau was transferred 
to Holland. The President, Vandervelde, joined the 
Belgian government. Socialists everywhere turned their 
attentions to organising the war. 



CHAPTER III 

TIlE WAR AND TIlE THIRD INTERNATIONAL 

IN the dark period of the war one man deserved and 
deserves praise above any others, the more so because 
we are apt to forget him now, when he vainly clings to 
a rotting corpse which he believes to be the living thing 
he desired during the war. He is Camille Huysmans. 
To him more than to any other man was due the fact 
that a decent peace came as near as it did in 1917. 

On one who met him during the .. Stockholm .. 
period, he made the impression of a man of tremendous 
gesticulating energy, a lean man whose face and expression 
seemed to change more rapidly and more violently 
than even the traditional .. comic Frenchman's." Part 
of his overpowering energy came of course from his 
narrowness. He would not listen to argument or 
tolerate contradiction: he held a rigid .. moderate 
minority" attitude and would hear of nothing else, 
either to the Right or to the Left. But this had its 
advantages. Nothing distracted him from his one 
pre-occupation. He would" go to Stockholm" as the 
phrase was. He would have peace and bring the war to 
a swift end. His mind was centred on that alone: the 
Bolshevik revolution passed by him without interesting 
him, except in so far as it disarranged some pieces on the 
board. One also saw, or felt one could see, that deep 

9S 
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in him there was a substratum of Belgia.n patriotism, 
that he fdt strongly the national sentiments utural to I 
Belgian worker. And yet aU the time he strove single­
mindedly to perform his international duty, knowing 
that in his hands, more than anyone else's, lay the f;ate 
of the International. Mmy greater men appured 
during the war, but none more worthy of our admira.­
tiOn, or to whom the world owes more. 

He Uiled, it is true. But at least the bilure of 
eo Stockholm "-which meant the bilure of Huysmans­
caused a great disturbance. He biled, but he overturned 
two French Govanments, smashed the British CooalitiOll 
and wrecked the Gernws morale before he was beaten. 

Dwing the first two years of the ... he, as the 
Seaewy of the Bureau, was continually attempting to 
bit together the threads that had hem broken. He 
met nb)where with IInanimous repulse and insult. 
Peace without ~ctory was regarded still by SocWistJ 
as impossible, and it never crossed their minds that theJ 
should at least have tried to sec if they could DOt mve 
come to a co~ agreement with .. enemy socialists .. 
on the terms of ~ just peace, and then have tried to force 
their governments to adopt tDem. No harm could have 
come: good might have come. Indeed, the roaring 
.. patriots II might rdlect that simibr Uctics were 
used by President Wilson for the purpose of disinte­
grating the German Anny. 

But, as though to mark the complete futility of his 
persistence, and the finality of the division, in 1915 were 

• J u.e en- a faIlu acaxmt of the .. period ill GrJ brodNn" 
2M ~.,., 1M W .. (Dm1.r &nlIt4 ,.. 6d+ '. 
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held three conferences-one of the Allied Socialists 
(London), who emphasised the righteousness of the 
Allied cause, one of the Central European Socialists 
(Vienna), who emphasised the righteousness of the 
German cause, one of the neutrals (Copenhagen) who 
expressed a desire for peace. Henceforward, Huysmans 
-to whose Executive had been added Dutch members­
was forced to rdy upon the support of Danes, Dutch, 
Swiss, and such small neutral parties, and his honest 
attempts at peace were regarded as the fussy inter­
ferences of an unpatriotic Belgian, pushed forward by 
neutrals, who wished to share the spoils and not the risks 
of war. Another neutral conference was held in 1916, 
at Berne, but it separated, depressedly recognising its 
own impotence. Having been told, very bluntly, by 
the various belligerent parties, that they would not 
come to a conference, Huysmans had only to fold his 
hands and wait till the rank and file woke up to second 
his efforts. 

Even in 1915 there were faint stirrings. There was a 
small, negligible minority in every country. In England 
the BS.P. and I.L.P. raised thin and piping voices 
against the war. Remnants of Syndicalist and Socialist 
revolutionaries in France, including the metal workers' 
secretary, Merrheim, were equally asking why the 
killing should not stop-now, at once. In Germany, 
a truly heroic man, Liebknecht, was leading a breakaw2Y 
in which he was followed, at a distance, by what are now' 
tlle Independents, who, then as now, vacillated and 
doubted. But they were few and knew themselves to 
be weak. The first great war enthusiasm had passed 
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and men had begun to ask .. how long 1" but they were 
not yet prepared to inquire if men across the frontier 
were asking the same question. 

In Italy, where the Government had sold itself, 
like a prostitute, to the highest bidder, and no better war­
ery could be devised than Sacred. Egoism, the Socialist 
Party en masse was against the war. In Russia also, 
the State had for years been merely an instrument of 
torture and degradation of the people, and Russian 
Socialists, with the trifling exception of a few renegades, 
were in violent opposition to the war. No one 
expected great things from Russia: still these two groups 
helped to swell what would otherwise have been rather 
a forlorn little procession. 

These parties and groups at last arranged an un­
official conference in Swiuerland, at Zimmerwald, in 
the September of igI5.* From this Zimmerwald 
Congress arose, eventually, the Third International. 
Therefore we must rather concentrate on what it was 
not, than what it was. It was not an attempt to form a 
new International. It was not an assembly of revo­
lutionaries. It was not an homogeneous assembly at 
all. It ~ a very small following. The delegates who 
gathered there were almost exclusively pacifist, not 
revolutionary. The shock of the war, coming after 
decades of reformism, had driven away the last vestiges 
of revolutionary thought. Men had to relearn Marx. 
But at this conference the delegates had no thought but 

• Previously there had. ben • conference of I*ifist _ 
Soda1ists in Berne (March. J915)-un.important in itself, but desetYilll 
mentioll IS the first iDstaDce in whida delepca from tbe wartinl 
COUIltria met together. 
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of stopping the war. They passed a formal censure 
on the Bureau for inactivity, but had no desire to super­

. cede it or be anything but a .. ginger group" within 
i the International. They knew, as well as Huysmans did, 

that he had done all he could, and that it was for them to 
stir up the popular sentiment that would permit him to 
go further. They appointed, however, a Commission 
to remain as a permanent link, and when they separated 
to resume their hard toil in the warring countries, the 
Commission remained and led them in the end into 
very strange paths. 

The Zimmerwald Conference reassembled (with 
more or less the same personnel) at Kienthal, in April, 
1916.. By this time the movement was growing in 
strength. There seemed no reason that the war should 
ever stop. And with the growth of anti-war feeling, the 
latent divisions in the anti-war camp began to show them­
selves. The hand of Lenin begins to be visible. He 
had failed to tum Zimmerwald into anything but a 
Pacifist congress. But there is an undercurrent of 
Bolshevism in the resolutions of Kienthal: in the light 
of after events we can see clear indications of the coming 
of the Third International. I cannot do better than 
quote R. P. Dilttt : 

.. The Zimmerwald manifesto proclaims the soli­
darity of the proletariat in face of the horrors of the war 
let loose by capitalist imperialism, denounces the action 
of those socialists who have put themselves in line with 
their governments and taken on responsibility for the 

• British Delegates were Dot able to attend either Conference. 

t TM Two Inttmationals (Allen and Unwin, IS. 6<1.), page 8. 
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conduct of the Wat, and calls on the prolctaruns of all 
a>W1tries for united action (or Puce and Soci.iliam. 
The Inten:ution.1l Bureau is only mentioned in OM 

.entence, where it is auted to have failed in itJ duty. 
The cry is throughout for puce, immedUte peace, puce 
without annexations and indemnities, and with full 
recognition of mtion.1l rightl ; and SocUlism is only 
thrown in once or twice, along with Liberty and 
Fraternity, as a fuller lutemcnt of the fuW objea of the 
atrug~le. 

If In the KientlW resolutions a Dew colouring 
appears. The patriotic SocWists arc Itill denounced 
(they DOW appe.ir for the first time under the title of 
• Social NatiOIWists ') but there is an cquaUy vigorous 
denunciation of • bourgeoia pacifism.' The hope of 
any ru1 puce under capiulism is dcdutd to be an 
illusion. The only solution is • the conquest of political 
power and the OWDusrup of capital by the peoples thetJ14 
selves; the real durable puce will be the fruit o( 
triumphant Socialism.' The struggle agaiust the war 
and impui.ilism is to develop with increasing intensity 
into a general mass movement apinst the whole forces 
of ruction and the ecoDOmic coascqumca of the war 
until it ends in the supreme intmutional struggle for 
the fuul triumph of the prolctarUt. A whole series of 
resolutions is devoted to the inteflUuon.1l Socialist 
Bureau, whose action is dtnounccd in dcu.il" 

All the same, the revolutionary and pacifist sections 
were to aU appearance still inextricably mingled. It 
Deeded a great forward movement to make the united 
sections powerful and dmguous, and also to make the 
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btent anugonisms acute. This was provided by the 
Russian Revolution of March, 1917. The vilest and 
foulest government of Europe suddenly disappeared­
vanished, leaving nothing but an enormous void. No 
one could teU wh.1t would take its pL1ce. A few nonen­
tities-Lvoffs and Miliukoffit-strutted about the stage 
of Petrograd, declaiming and pretending to rule the storm 
but everyone waited for the Russian people to speak. 
Gradually its voice was heard: and what it said was: 
Peace. In effect, millions of voices shouted the Kienth.U 
programme to Western Europe. People who had 
concentrated their thoughts on the success of the war 
and thrust aside and suppressed their growing sickness 
at the unending slaughter, had to listen to this colossal 
cry. All through the spring and summer of 1917 this 
voice dominated all international affairs. At first it was 
a friendly inviution, then an urgent summons, lastly 
a harsh and threatening demand. 

The officials of the InternatioIl.l1 Socialist Bureau, 
who had their ears to the ground, had decided just before 
the explosion of March that the tide was rising and the 
time had come for another try for a full international 
Conference. They, therefore, on January 7th, 1917, 
made arrangements for a full session of the Bureau. 
to decide upon this. They met with a rough set-back 
from France, wbere the patriotic Majority were still in 
control, and an unexpected difficulty from Vandervelde, 
wbo, President of the Bureau as well as leader of the 

• The Executive of the Bureau c:onsisted of I IDWl Dumber of 
Belgians. the Bureau itself. which OD!, met twia I year. of delegates 
hom all countries. 
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Belgian Socialists,from this time unti1late in 1919, used 
his official position as far as he possibly could to prevent 
any conferences. Huysmans, however, went forward, for 
the Russian Revolution was obviously creating a new 
situation. Indeed,· the new Russia practically took 
matters out of his hands. On May 9th, the new body 
in Petrograd which men in Western Europe were just 
learning to call "The- Soviet" issued an imperious 
summons to all Socialist Parties to meet in Conference 
at Stockholm on July 8th. The officials of the Bureau 
were practically pushed aside. But there was no 
reason for any estrangement, the two parties quickly 
came to· an agreement and the invitations were 
formally issued. The Zimmerwald Commission 
hovered round Stockholm uneasily. Huysmans gave 
it a chilly welcome, and its own revolutionary 
elements were already suspicious. 

The invitations had an electric effect in Europe. 
Up till then there had seemed DO hope of peace. Nothing 

. could stop the war machine, it seemed, and gladly or 
resignedly, men went on supporting· their country. 
The anti-war groups were small and insignificant. Now 
suddenly peace seemed to come very near, and there 
was a stampede. The war cloud lifted for a moment. 
Distinguished Socialists were sent to Petrograd to 
explain to their Russian comrades the necessity of going 
on with the war and returned da%ed, like men who had 
received either a revelation or a violent blow upon the 
head. And they were able to communicate their feel­
ings to the- Parties. The German Party, as a whole 
suddenly rdused to vote the war-credits and the Kaiser 
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was faced with such, ferment that his Government 
decided it was the lesser of two evils to let the Socialists, 
both majority and minority, go to Stockholm. 

The French Socialist Party was turned upside down. 
The offices of the Populaire (a .. minority" journal) 
were inundated with postcards and letters from soldiers, 
urging the acceptance of the Stockholm proposal. 
Cachin and Frossard, two Majority Socialists, on their 
return from a delegation to Petrograd, advised a special 
National Convention in Paris, to go to Stockholm. The 
Convention, after a most violent and noisy sitting, 
unanimously decided to do so. More significant, 
perhaps, were the great excitement in the Paris Press, and 
the huge crowd waiting outside. . It grew impatient, and 
cried out" Go to Stockholm," II Down with the war." 
An officer who was unwise enough to cry .. Vive 1a 
gurere ! If had to be rescued by the police. And gradu­
ally there rose a growing volume of sound, a tune which 
had not been heard in Paris for three years : 

Cat la IUlle finale. 
Groupoos nous, et demain 

L'lDternationale 
Sera It genre humain. 

The Italian adhesion was a foregone conclusion, but 
a change in the British Labour Party was hardly to be 
expected. Therefore the collapse of the pro-war party 
was the more astonishing. Here the agent was a Cabinet 
l'vlinister, Arthur Henderson, who suddenly rose at this 
moment from mediocrity to the rank of a statesman, and 
after the crisis, disappeared again into the same obscurity. 

He returned from a delegation to Petrograd in the­
late summer of 1917. He returned convinced of the' 
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necessity for the Stockholm Conference. Nobody 
treated him as yet very seriously, but on August lOth, 
the Special Conference of the Labour Party approved 
his policy by 1,840,000 votes to 550,000. The effect on 
political life was shattering. The prospects of Stock­
holm and of the end of the war seemed •• set f~." 

There are men in the French and British Labour 
movements, such as Thorne and Renaudel, who have 
much to answer for. But on notAing that they did 
does there rest greater obloquy than on their successful 
prevention of .. Stockholm." British Labour united 
could etttainly have got through, and it is known that 
Ribot's Government was at one time prepared to grant 
passports. But in France forty SocWist members of 
Parliament .. Les Quarante" as they were called. 
issued a manifesto violently denouncing the Stockholm 
project. This evidence of disunion encouraged the 
French Government to veto the whole scheme, and 
after Painlev! and Ribot had failed, Cemmcuu was 
able to form a Ministry which shut its urs fumly to any 
suggestion of peace. 

In England, owing to an intense .. patriotic ff cam­
paign, the vote of the Miners Federation of Great Britain, 
which was 600,000 and always cast m bloc, was turned 
by a three per cent. majority. The adjourned Labour 
Party Conference therefore carried the motion, which 
was again submitted to it, by a very narrow majority, 
and the Government knew that it had sufficient strength 
to ignore the demand for passports. Various petty 
devices were also used by it to discredit Mr. Henderson, 
though without result. The" anti-5todholm people .. 
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had won. The war went on, and the Russian Revolution 
entered on a more bitter phase. Soon the war on the 
Revolution which is still (19~O) going on, was begun. 
Stockholm was abandoned and the clumsy method 
adopted of each party considering the peace terms which 
it would ideally like, and then informing the other 
parties. This process was still continuing when the 
parties were surprised by the end of the war. The peace 
terms so laboriously thought out were entirely ignored 
by the statesmen of Versailles. 

As the hope of .. Stockholm" faded away, the 
Zimmerwald Commission held a hasty conference of its 
own in Stockholm on September 12th, 1917. Who 
attended is not stated, but the conference decided that 
a new International was necessary, and from this date 
reaUy begins the Third International. But the Bol­
shevik Revolution came almost at once and nothing was 
done till after the war. ' 

Then, almost before Western Europe knew of it, 
the Third International was summoned to its first 
Conference in Moscow, from March 2nd to 5th, I919. 
This conference consisted practically, if not nominally 
of the Bolsheviks and small Communist groups in near-by 
countries. A month earlier (Febniary 3rd), the Berne 
Conference of the Second International was held. To 
aU appearances it was the old International back again. 
It had, with the exception of the Bolsheviks and the 
Italian Socialists, all the parties of importance affiliated, 
which had formed the International before the Waf. 

The resolutions and the debates at these two Con­
gresses clearly marked the fundamental opposition 
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between them. The Moscow invitation distinguished 
three sections among the workers: firstly, the 
reformists-men such as Clynes and W. Graham, let 
us say-who are" patriots," quite honestly and through 
and through bourgeois in their minds. These are to be 
relentlessly opposed. Then there is the Centre­
the .. Longuetists " or the I.L.P.ers who fluctuate and 
waver: they are sometimes revolutionary, and wish 

-always to be, but their hearts or their heads keep failing 
them. To these Moscow adopts a double tactic-to 
~dcome the revolutionary rank and file but comb out 
the Right wing elements and discredited leaders. 
Thirdly, a welcome is to be extended to the I.W.W. and 
similar Syndicalist revolutionaries who are not techni­
cally Socialist. For programme Moscow offers merely 
.. Bolshevism." The necessity for the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and the abandonment of the hope of 
Socialism by Parliament. * The need to hold oneself 
prepared for the use of force. No compromise or 
alliance with the bourgeoisie or the .. social patriots." 
That is to say, Moscow welcomed none but really and 
consciously revolutionary parties. It is an association 
for pushing forward ruthlessly Communism or Socialism 
not an anti-War Association. 

The Second International remains an anti-War 
Association. Its resolutions were long and deta.iled, 
and concerned entirely with re-modelling-or re-drafting 
in advance-the treaty of Vel'sailles, so as to prevent that 
iniquitous document sowing the seeds of fresh wars •. 
This detailed criticism-too long to summarise here-

• But DOt of Patl.iam:auary actioIl as I form of propaaatlda. 
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was on lines which would have l>efore the war been called 
advanced Liberal, and dealt chiefly with oppressed 
nationalities. The apportionment of blame for the last 
war and the prevention of the next were the only 
objects. Socialism, which of course received re&og­
nitiori, was regarded as a regular evolutionary process 
within the law of the constitution. No revolution, no 
war, that is and was briefly the aim of the Second Inter­
national. The Third's aim, similarly, is class war to 
replace national war. While the Third admits only 
revolutionaries, the Second tends more and more to 
exclude only revolutionaries. 

In 1919 an impartial observer would have said that 
Moscow's International was a small sectarian body, and 
have put his money on the large and apparently flourish­
ing Second International. At the 1920 Congresses, 
held in July and August, in Moscow and Geneva respec­
tively, Moscow was on a fair way to become what it 
had never really been-an International-the Second 
was a decrepit relic. The .. Centre," so cavalierly 
treated by Moscow, was yet not prepared for the un­
adulterated reformism and Liberal nationalism of the 
Second International, and had left. The German 
Independents, the French Socialist Party and the English 
Socialist parties had all withdrawn. Thus at Geneva 
in 1920 there were only the British Labour Party and the 
German Majority delegates, perorating on the evil of 
Bolshevism before the awe-struck and slightly ridiculous 
tail of delegates from South America, the Balkans and 
Indo-China, who are inevitably included in any list 
of the constituents of the Second International. And 
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of the two main parties, the one, the GerDWl, was deeply 
. discredited. "The blood of Danton i. choking you," 

cried Garnier to Robespierre on the 9th of Thermidor 
when the miserable man was gasping and stuttering 
before the angry Convention. The blood of 
Liebknecht i. on the Germans: nothing that that party 
can say· or do can ner again obtain the respect and. 
admiration of Europe. Their agents arrested him, 
their agents murdered him and many others, their 
Government permitted derisory sentences to be passed 
on the murderers, their Government nen permitted the 
murderers' escape. No denials or explanations can 
avail. Noske i. still a member of the party. 

The presence of the British delegation also did not 
mean that the British workers adhered. The British 
Labour movement, after the failure of Stockholm, 
had no further interest in the International. The 
officials of Eccleston Square understood that here was 
a movement which they ought to keep under their 
thumb, that was all. 

So the Centre Parties had left. LogicaUy, of course, 
they should have gone direct to the Third. But they 
did not. They first enquired for terms of admission 
and made attempts to cau a separate Centrist congress, 
which, nominally, held for the purpose of unity, would 
really have led to a Fourth International. The reasoa 
for this was not simply, as was said ill Bolshevik circles 
the fear of the Right Wing leaders of losing their jobs. 
There was grave danger that Moscow might really 
think it possible to dictate world policy and arrange 
the form of Soviet aDd type of revolution JUitcd fot 
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France and Britian. General lines of policy can of 
course be laid down, but Zinoviev has on occasion shown 
an unwise desire to go into detail. But generally the atti­
tude of the Third International appeared more capricious 
than dictatorial: thus, the French delegates, Cachin 
and Frossard, received at first such excellent terms 
that they returned rejoicing, the German Independents, 
on the other hand, were not merely told, as was just, to 
get rid of the Kautskys, but were ordered with insults to 
change their name. On the other hand, the new 
British Communist Party was propelled into the Labour 
Party when there was certainly a case for it remaimng 
outside. (And then the Labour Party refused to 
have it.) 

The prospect at the time of writing this, is uncertain. 
It is probable that a split inside the centre parties will 
result, then the larger portion will go to Moscow, and 
there is no reason why the remnant should not drift 
with other dead things to the Second. International. 
Clearly, however, the .. Centre International" was not 
a wise proposal. It could not live. The question of 
internal policy-whether or not to work for a prole­
tarian dictatorship-would inevitably have split it. 
Ingenious devices for making the Soviet or Guild 
Congress a substitute for the House of Lords really miss 
the heart of the matter • Wait until you come within 
measurable distance of Socialism and you will find your 
new House of Lords and old House of Commons 
fighting as bitterly as ever did Constituent Assembly 
and Soviet Congress. 
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I-BRITISH TRADS UNIONS AFFn.IATED TO TIm FIRST 
INTERNA TlONAL. 

On Septembef 8th, 1866, were a.ffililted 1 

-Amalgamated Society of Cord- Amalpmated Saddla'l aDd 
wAinf'cs. H.uucu M.aken. 

Kend;al CordwAiners. CoYaItty RIbbon WaYa'l. 
n;ar1ingtoa Cordwainers. Alliaace ~billet Mallus. 
NOllinaham CordwAin",,- Wm-Eod ~bioet M.lI<us. 
London Amalg~mated TailOR. Day-working 8001 ~'illdus. 
Darlington Tail,,", Plum~rs' Brass Fillishcn. 
OpeutJve Brickb)'crs. Ciaar-1Ullen (London). 
Coorers' lUnd-in-Hand Society, Am.llgamaltd Society of c.-
PiKki~ Makers. pcnters (CIW5u BraDCh) • 
.. With 13 olhers cm>mised" (Beehive). 

There a1so Iud affiliated alrQdy I 
Opeuuve M.ISODS. 
Op~rative !'.1.nol15, ut Lodge. 
Operative Masoas, Suatford. 

Amalgamated Society 01 Cat-
penttrs. 

Am;algunated Society 01 c.­
palters (M.iocbtstu). 

J-=kh Cop. cit .. p. II) ebo mtlltioas other Unions to which be or au. 
1n1L.!;aror Ius givcn the following namCl: .. The Englisb Shoemuers." 
.. The S,lk We;avus, .... An Agriculrur;al Labourers' Unioa. with :1'1.000 
lDL'llbcrs." The first is pr~lII<1bly the CordwaiMn, or cIse a Soci.rty 
called ill the rcpor13 .. Cordonnicn pour Damcs." but ill th. papetl of 
the lnteruation;all can fuH1 DO refefCnce to the othus. 
From !kptembu, 1866. to !kplcmbu, 1867 : 

- F rencll Polishers. 
Ol,j Loadou Society of BaKet Mallus. 
LondQa Trada Couocil (" adheres "). 
Natioul A.mal&umted ADocUtioa 01 r.uuabl. IroawotbrL 
UQltcd ElavalO"-
EWtic Web Wea\"US. 
Biodt Cutters an4 Pattera Dra-..... 
Orf~1l Buildcrl. 

III 
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Cnacbmakers' Friendly Society. 
LaDCaShire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire ud Cheshire Block Printers 

Union. 
-Coach Trimmers. (Two Societiel, meetin, II the GlobI ADd Ih 

Crown.) 
United Journeymen Curriers. 

From September, 1867, to September, 1868 I 
NatiODal Association of Operative PWteters. 

8BirmiDabal1l HouIepainters. 
Cigarmaken (Liverpool). 
(National Reform League.) 
City Women'. Mea (Shoemakers). 
City Mea's Mea (Shoemakers). 
New Locdcm Society of &stet Makers. 
Portmanteau aDd TnIDk-maken. 
Chaitmakers. 
Hull Co-operative Society. 
Hull Blacksmiths. 

Later aftiIiatioDi (there mar be others, but that lit all I caD lAd) f 
Bootdosers (1869). 
Amalpmated Society of Elllineers (1871). 
(Nottingham Labour Protection Leque) (1872). 
MaJlchester CordwaiDen (1872). 
Mandlestet Operative ~ (1872>. 

Records aist of payments made by nearly aD the IOdetiel afJiIiat.ina 
up to September, 1867. There lit no law accouqts. I b2ft matked 
with a - the IOCieties of whose withdrawal 1 have found I record. ThaI 
is to ay, there lit forty-cight recorded Trade UDion affiliatiou, igJIoriDI 
Jaeckh'. Uniom, th. Trades Council and th. two Leap .. f countintl 
that, fift)--three ~ ncludinl everytbin" iDdudinl brancb afIiliatioaJ, 
acept UDioDI, forty-four UDioDI were affiliated. 

The withdrawal of the British Trad. UIliODs &om IIi6g or.W2t'dI 
was d~ to • general attack made by the employers OIl their legal pasitioa 
(Webb, 0, at.,.p. 257), which made them IUIJliouI to aeparata them­
Rlves from any doubtful ClODDeCtiona and abo made them nclusiveIJ 
caltre their eyes on El!llish affairs. Before this danger Wal Oftt the 
Commune had come and gone, and to be10ns to the IIntematiooal ... 
to proclaim oneself. rnolutionary. Then the Intematioaalsplit and 
there was DO further questioB of its beilll • aaefuJ Trade orpniutioa. 
The Britisb iD~ disappeamS absolutely. 
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The Webb!. in thrir /920 edition of the HiJtOTY 01 Tratl. Union inn. 
as previously. underestimate the inlluence and importallce of the 
Intemation.11 in England. They relegate it to a note on page 235. 9.", 

II-SECTIONS IN PARIS DURING rnE SIEGE AND THE 
COMMUNE. 

I. ORDtNARY POLITICAL SECTIONS: 

Acacias. tLcs Ivrycns. 
Belleville. tMalesherbe,. 

fCouronoe,. tPoissonitrc. 
tCrrele d' itudes. Strasbourg. 
teole de m~de,inc. fTernes. 

tGobe\ins. tVaugirard. 
tH6pital Louis. fAssociation Republicaine du 
tMonlrouge. fmc arrondissement. 
Pantheon. fBrant6me. 

tRecoUets. fCombat. 
tSociaJe des tcoles. tEst (St. Denis). 
t l 3me ArrondiSsement. tLa Gare d'Ivry et Berey. 
La Villette. fLa G1ac~re. 
Faubourg Antoine. tRichard Lenoir. 

tBatignolles. Popincourt. 
Chateau Rouge. Roule. 

tDuval. tStephenson. 
tFlourens. tFauhourg du Temple. 
tGrandcs C.uriires de Mont- tVertbois. 

martr.. Total 37. 
These are the names of sections who attended meetings of tbe Paris 

Federatiol,l' It is possible that some of them changed their ua~es­
c.g., the Ecol, d, med«ine may have changed ioto the Sociale de3 Ecolts 
-but it is not possible to check tlUs. I have m.uked with a t those 
sections whose separate existeDce is vouched for.- Other sections. 
elsewbere mentioned. which did not attend during this period are : 

Cercle positivist.. Cercle Socialiste. 
Ceroe parisien des proletaires Meudoo. 

positivistes. Clichy. 
Maison Blauche. Grenelle. 
Travailleurs UDiJ. Puteaux. 

Total 46. 

- SIGIICU OjJicWkJ. Paris. 1813. Appendix. 

• 
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a. TJIADI UJUOII SICTJOJIII I 
Cooks. 
Chairmakers. 
Jewellers (c1aambr. l)'IIIIitale). 
Furniture makers. 
Lithographic: printers. 
Tailors (c1aambrll)'llllitaw). 
Bakers. 
Shoemakers. 
Shoemakers' cutters. 
Engineers. . 
Lacemakers. 
Upholsterers. 

Not atteDdina duriaa thiI period I 
B1oc:k-printers. 
Scale-makers. 
Saddlers. 
Porcelain workers. 
Plumbers. 
Spungers. 

Watcb!l!.akers. 
Bookbi.aders. 
HouIe-paiaters. 
Optical workers. 
Brvnuworbrs. 
Potteti. 
T ool!l!.akera. 
Designers. 
Carpenters. 
Gilders. 
MarbJe..cutters. 
Weanrs. 

Whitamithl. 
Bwldiq workers. 
Chasers. 
Stoae-cutters. 
Leather dressers. 
Slate quan"JlDeD. 

Total ~ 
(The C1uzmbrI FederaU (Trada CouDd1) ~ta, but is DOt aJI'lIiated.J 
J. Co-oPIItATJft Socmna. 

.. Mannite .. (Co-operative restaurmt) : Four poupI. 

Grand Total • • 86. 
TotaI.4-

III 1870 there were three psua11CCfttaria for PaN I Eo V.1ie for 
trade unions (soc:ieti& oumms). B. MalOIl (coUectivist MCtioas). Murat 
WJutualist sections). (Testut ~ In~. LJXRI 1&]0. 
p. 440) I have Got beat able to trace the beginDinp of chis divisioa 
but it ill important ill Yiew of the COIIlIDOIlltatemeut made amoaa others 
by Jaec:kh, to the effect that the IIltenlatioDal was UIldet the Comatune 
a Proudhonist body. . 

IIt-ORGANS OF nm INTERNA noNAL (1871-a).· 
FRARa: Roam La RHonne Soc:iaIe. 

PariJ La RC901utioa. 

• Incomplete IJ1ci probably iIlaccutate lilt. I bave marked with III . 
asterisk ~ whM:h had ceased by Is,o. IIlcl bracketed friaIdly papers 
with whM:h there Will aD amII1Iemeot oaly. . 
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FIlANCK: PGm. Rheil. 

Travail. 
La Socwe (Mme. Uo). 
La Marseillaise. 

ex.. Socialist •• 
LYOIII (ProgTb de Lyons.) 

AM!IIICA : Chicaeo WorlUngm.'lo'l Advocate. 
NevI Yori Arbeit" Union. 

Woodhull and CWlia'I Weekly. 
ENGLAND: London eCommoowealth. 

[Iatermtional Courier.) 
IaterlUtional Herald (lB~). 
(Beehive], disavowed IB70-
[Eastern Post.) 

esocial Economist. 
SWlTUlU..Ul1) : CtnnIG Egautt (Utin). 

lr.u.y I 

AasnlA: 

GIIlIllAN'f: 

Vorbote. 
ZaricA T~gwachr also udhd La Diane. 
B1U1. Arbeiter. 
Ba.sk Ocr DemocraH (?) 
L«J. Soudarit' (Guil1aume). 

eProgrb. 
CIIaru: d, FondJ La Montagne (Coullery). 

·Vou de l'Avmir. 
Bnu#ls 
Liege 
Braga 

Vcrvim 
An"",,, 
Napln 

BolOf1l4 
Turin 
Milait 
ViennG 

L'Iatermtionale. 
x.. Devoir. 
Pepu en Zout. 
Vooruit 1 
Mirabeau. 
De Werker. 
Fratellanza. 

eEguagJianza 
F~o Operaio (18?a. B.1kWlinist). 
n Proletario. 
Gaaetino Rosa. 
VoIkswille (Volksstimme). 
Gleichhcil (?) 

Volkstaat. 
Demokratisches Wocbenbl.att. 
Proletariet. 
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Sozial-Demokrat. 
Beobachlcr. 

Rossa I The People" Cause (Cause du peuple), Russim jourDll 
published in Geneva. 

HOLLAND : Amsurdam 

- SPAlX r 

POR1't7GAL I 

DBmuu: 

Rocurdam 
-Ma4ri4 

Barcelona 

IV-CONGRESSES. 

, 
De V crkmann. 
De Standurt dta Yolks. 
Volksblad. 
Solidaridad. 
Justicia Social. 
E1 ProlcW'io. 
Emancipacion (M.uxist). 
Conderudo (Bolkunio.isl) (1872). 
Fedcracion. 
Legalidad (publisbed ill Gracia, 

,uburb of Batcdona). 
E1 Obrero. 
o Pensamento SocW. 
A paper, name unbowa. 

(a) First InteraatiollaL 
I B64 Londoa. 
1865 Ltmdo,.. 
1866 Geneft. 
1867 Lausanne. 
1868 Brussels. 
1869 Basic. 
1871 lAn4tnI. 
187:1 The Hague. 

(Marxist) 
1873 Geneva 
1874 
1875 -
1876 Philadelphia 
1877 -

(6) Second InternationaL 
1889 Paris. 
ISgI Brussels. 
1893 Zurich. 
18g6 LoDdoo. 

(Bolkuninist). 
Geneva. 
Bnwda. 

Bcme. 
Vcniers. 
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1900 Paris. 
1904 Amsterdam. 
1907 Stuttgart. 
1010 Copenhagen. 
Ig13 BasIc. 
1915 Copmhagen. LoMon. Vimna. 
1916 BeT/w. 
1919 Berne. 
1930 Geneva. 

(c) Third International. 
1915 ZinlnrNwald. 
1916 Kitnthal. 
1917 Stockholm. 
1019 Mo,cow. 
Ig30 Moscow. 

117 

(Irregular Congresses, or those of doubtful connection, are in itaUu.) 

V-SECRETARIES OF mE FIRST INTERNATIONAL : 
To 1866 W. R. Cremer. 
1866-67 R. S~w. 
1867 Peter FOI:. 
1867-70 J. G. Eccarius. 
1870-73 John HolIes. 
18~4 F. A. Sorge. 
1874-1876 - Speyer. 

VI-BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Section A. The Second and Third Intmtauonals. The literature 

is very meagre, particularly the pre-war matter. By far the best short 
summary of present conditions is: R. P. Dun, The Two Internationals 
(Allen and Unwin). The Third International literature is chiefly in 
pamphlets (very few, B. SouvariDe, The Third Inurnarional, B.S.P., 
is the only good one) and periodicals (LA Phare, LII RIl1IUI CommtI1Iiste, 
Noul1ClU InternatioraaI.. The CommWlist Inurnational, Moscow). The 
most important statements of theory ~ve been reprinted in my 
Bolshellik Th«Iry (Grant Richards). Books on the Intcmational during 
the war arc: To December, 1914, A. W. Humphrey, IntemtJtionGl 
Socialism and the War J to JUDe, 1915, W. E. WalliDg, The Sodali.sU 
and the War; to June, 1918, R. W. Postgate, The InUtnationalllllrill, 
the War. General: Iud GrUnberg, Die Internatitln«h IUI4 der W,lt 
Kriez, Guammele. MauriaIm, which I ~ve not sem. One should con­
lult also P. G. La Chesoais, LII Gruupt Socialise. dll Rllichsmt, Edwytl 
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BevaD, Gmna/I Sod41iUtrrDaaq drzrinl ".. War, J. DestrH, La 
SocialUta,t Ia Gumw J N. LeDin, rM S«tm41ntm14titmG1, L TrotIky 
77ae Bolshniki GIld World P14c.. All these.rt pattisaa bookl. . 

The pr_ar geaeral historia of Socialiam frequent1J give •• bort 
account of the International: Kirkup anel Peale', HiJtI1r7 0/ SodJIlism " 
moderately good J S. P. Orth·. Sod4IiJnt 11114 Demoaaq III Earopt 
is extraordinarily bad. 

Slttima B. 771, Pir" Int.lnrlltilmal. There iI • bup _ of coo- . 
temporatJ literature ill Prench and EaglWl (there" fttJ little German 
ttuff-Jzgu'. MOilerM SozilllUma 1hou1c1 be referred to) wbKh Us 
IleVct )xeD properlJ inspected and dassifiecL I am thctcfore .ttempt­
ill, to give a mort bibliograpbJ which wiI1 cIaasify their importaDce aod 
be a basil for others to work upoG. 

HuroRllS. M. Jama Guillaume! L'I~ (4 vola., Ed. ' 
Cornily, Paris) by right taka the fint plac:e. It iI. _ of documentl 
and aouvenirs, COIIDeCteci by • charmingly writtea IWnti.. It iI • 
ftritable mille for the biatoriaA. But it iI DOt. biatory. M. Guillaume 
bas forgivallllci forgotteD DOthing. The COI1flictI of fifty JIafI 110 
stiI1 cloud bia light. He IItiI1 thiakI Man! • Iliakiag Whitccbapel Jew, 
• liar and • lWiadlu through and through. All the BakWliDiltl art 
muoua, aU the MarmtI Yil.Iaias. His IWntiv, illO c:olovncI II to be 
alternately DaiVc IIlcI dishonest. His bate iI IoagIivecI J MarlI'. repv­
tatioa seemed to have .urvived that four fat YOIuma. but the .. pvc 
M. Guillaume bia dwIce. and be gave the fiDaI bknr by iDuiaa Kml 
Mant, PGllgemumiste , • general review of DO partic:uIar n1ue. 

Counsel for Man! IIIaf be heard ill the perIOD of Gustn Jaeckh, 
referred 10 by Guillaume as .. Jaeckh the liar." His ama1l book, rIM 
IntmultiMull, C011taU1s lIIIUIy facti DOt mentioaed by Guillaume, but be 
is DO more trustworthy. Hil history iI iDvemd Gw1Jaume. DO more. 
Btlf he hIS DOt the aclvaatap of Guillaume'. atyIe, where Guillaume 
spill, Herr Jaec:kll alobbers. -

There iI a IIhort IIlcI fairly impartial account 01 the Man-Bakunia 
quatrd ill Robert Hunter'. ViDlerKw 11114 1M Ldoar MOPe1Mftf 
(Routledge). It iI • pity that most 01 the boot iI dewoted to pr'O'Viac . 
• doubdul and irrtIeYant thesis about Yiolenc:c: tbert iI mucb aoocS 
matter bidden away in it. 

J. Puech'. z.. Pruu41ttmisml ., r.AsJocilltiDtt 1~ .. r, .. 
• lIilkvn (A1c:aD, Paris) illIl account of the Prench sccUoa, ill the early 
days whea they were Proudhoaiatl" and of the early CIIIflgraICL It it 
full of ftIuable matter, almost entirely CDDCCI'IIiq the PreadI. It 1110 
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Ius a eurioUJ bias of its own, • perverted chauvinism which attcmpu to 
prove !hat the Intern.atiorW was IOlely the work of the French. 

During the war M. Jean Longuet published 1.4 politiqa. inUmatillnaJ. 
4u MarxUm', a reply to Guillaume'. Karl Marx, I! contains two chapters 
on the Fint Intern.atiorW which sre full of valuable matter, includine 
passages from Marx'. lettus. The whole work shows an excellent 
historical 1ellllC, but it already .. dates" badly, and one regrets M. 
Longuet'. pre-oc:cupatioll with proviDe that Mmt was DOt a Pan­
Genruan. He abo in places shows a bias towards M.uL 

Fin~lIy, Mr. Morris Hillquit'. AmIrican SociGlism contains a erat deal 
of useful matter about the decline of the International aod the famouI 
Section 12 of New York. 

Incidental references are to be fouod in A. W. Humphrey's Robert 
Applegarth, and Kropotkins' Memoir. 0/ Cl RtIIOwtionary. 

That practically exhausts the modem literature Oil the Intern.ational. 
To correct their most evident bias we mWlt tum to primary IOW'CtS. 

MANuscuPrs. In the British Museum are lOme letters of Mmt 
to D.mie1son OIl the Intemational (Add. MSS., 38075), which I ban used 

. for this book. They contain a certain amount of information about 
facts but are more valuable as showing Mars's statc of miDd. He HeIDI 

at times to have thought that Nechaycv aDd BakimiD would kill him. 
The lenen, which arc signed .. A. Williams," sre writteD in a curious 
macaronic of French, English and German, all mixed up. 

In the Bishopsgate Institute is a library called the George Howell 
collection. No printed catalogue is available, nor may one see the MS. 
catalogue, but if you know exactly what you want you can get it. For 
all I know there may be the crown of Kinl John in it. but !here is 
certainly a treasure in the little group numbered 331 88. Here is the 
original Minute Book "of the General Couocil, signatures and all. from 
1866 to 1869, the most important years for England. No miDute book 
was kept before thea, and the earliest Ilumbers are uosigned and copied 
in presumably from loose sheets. It is full of carelessness aod faults 
in grammar (" he was look UpoD '1 in spe1lin. (" they" is habitually 
.. the,") aDd in EnKlish ( .. desidermts" is used for .. caodidates .. OD 

page 4). Up to October loth, 1886, the writer is R. Shaw, who writes 
carefully and clearly, though obviously only semi-literate. Thea 
Peter Fox became secretary, and he apparently took the book bome for 
his little eirl to do the miDutes. Tbey are written in a sprawlin., childish 
hand, and fatha fil1s in. not too accurately, the proper oames and lonI 
words. Shaw aDd Fox alternate for • while, till Shaw leaves Londoo to 
lind work, F Oll to CO to his death in V ieDna. Then Ea:arius takes it 
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up (July, i868) IIId e9tl')' crabbed ru..,pdt line .uEgdtS the Geal-si.,t1ud 
Getman tailor, painfully Ulia, the PIlI with IUs great hands, distorted 
and c:al1ous from IUs trade. OccasiOllally h. bpscs into GerIWD script. 
When he is seriously ill in the winfer of '68, Hermann Jung, til. watch­
maker, does the minute writing, and his writin, is as though he used • 
match-end dipped in ink. 

There are a1so in this little bunch Howell'. DOteI for a h~tory of the 
International, I most informative leiter to W. Morrison, ll.1beral M.P., 
the roll of members IIId ac:c:ounts, • copy of the Addreu and Rules, and 
most valuable llewBpaper cuttinp, all of which were of the &rUtest 
service to me. 
C01'lTEIIPOJWtY PaJRTBD WORD. 

(Referenca as for the British Museum Rudina Room.) Th. news­
papen are most important. I'll. Workman', A4W1C41e, bter I'll. 
Commonwealth :(N.R.), Wat the International'. official orpa. It 
ceased to appear in 1867. I'M Beehi". (N.R.) thea took its place, 
but Geor,e Potter, itl editor, Wat DOt likdy to work well with Apple­
garth and Odger. A quarrd arose because he was suppoHd 10 have 
overcharged 011 his bill and the c:onnection ended. Then the East.,,. 
Poll (N.R.), III East End paper, made an arrangement with the Counc:il 
by which it published the official malter, and rill itl own policy inde­
pendently. There was • COIItinUOUS arrangement with the /,.terruztional 
Courier (N.R.), • paper published both in English and Prench. Of the 
lnurnatitmal Herald, the organ of the British Labour Party of 18-,a, 
there is oaly • specimen copy in the Museum. Cowell Stepney, the 
treasurer, atsO published • fat lDOnthly called the Social Ec.oMmUt 
(pP. 1423 1.,.), and reference should be made to the Juri Federation', 
Bulletin (pP. 9508). For other papera see Appendis III. 

Of books first in importance are of c:oune the Compw Renda 4a (An­
frill of 1867 (San bb. :19 3) of IS68( 1887 d 2) IIId 186g (S277 c 58). 
For IS7a OIIe has to read the reports in the SI4n4m4, which I believe are 
by Maitnwl Barry. 

The works of Oscar Testut, I reactiouary lawyer, are of the greatest 
yalue. His Li."., Blq u L'lnterruztional, (San au al) is I reprint of 
nearly all the reports of the sec:iions to the congress, a c:oUec:tioll of 
the greatest interest. His L'lnterruJtiJlllllI. (8a76 de 23) is I brief but 
very fully documented and careful account of all the COIIgreaes and the 
history of the International up till IS70. His L'ln~ « " 
/llCI)/)inisrM, a vats. (8277 r. 39) is a vast dOll5ier of the facts and cfoN. 
ments conc:emipg the Intern.1ti011al in F rmcc. 

There are pointl to be gathered from Vi11etard', HislIxy 0/ 1M 
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International (08a76 I. 5) and Onslow Yorke's Secrtt History 0/ tM 
IlItmlational (8282 u. 66) and two pamphlets aUed r AJJociati01l 
11Iternationals, by Albert Richard (8275 bb. 15 5) and Benoit Malon 
(8:175 ce. 5 6). There is also I lummary by Professor Bees1y in the 
Fortnightly Rei/if., for November, 1870. 

Then there are the various pamphlets of the Council on the 1870 war 
and the Commune, two on the war (8oa6 b. 50) and one On the Cillil 
War in Frana (8051 aaa.62). 

For the Marx-Bakunin quarrel there are two Marxist brochures, La 
Pretellduu Scissio1lJ dan. r Intunational. (8277 de 29 3) and r AI/ianu 
de la democrat;, Socialiste (8277 au. 20) and the MlITTWire, in reply by the 
Jurassian Federation (8277 bbb. 6). 

A single book of the voluminous lituature about the Commune 
deserve, special mention: Seane" officiel'" d. r Internationale (durin, 
the siege and the Commune, 8051 aaa.4I). 

The Cilli/ War in Frana and the debates of the International on 
Workers' Controll am reprinting in • book of ,evolutionary documents 
(RBvo/litioll 178g-19Q6). 
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