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PRELIMINARY NO-tE. 

No pretension is made in tne.following Paper to 
approach the Law of the historical analysis of thought 
from a. new or origina-l view--point.. But I have 
attempted, as best I humbly cOuld, S() to collate and 
summarise the- statement of the Law, its In'din cha. 
racteristics,. examples, and objectione J.<> it, as to 

· present it in a sufficiently organic· shape, though 
freed of, and distinct from, its_ technical bearings on 
Comte,.s general system. I have based the' Paper 

· entirely. on the- IDQteriais, not exceptinlf even the 
illustrations, supplied by two oC the- most leading 
living expounders ot tho Law._ namely, Mr. John· 
Stuart Mill in his work: on Auguste Co-n-.ftt snd Posi
twism, and lfr. Geo~ge Henry Lewes in his History 
(!! rlti!.osophy. Vol. 2, and also his volume on Comte' B 

P/,if.osophy of the Sciences in Bolm's Scientific Libr~ry. 
Incidentally, I have consulted ll. E. Littre's lucid ac
count oC At~gude Comte et la PMloS()pM.e Posilit·e, 



4 PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

Miss Harriet lviartineau's Positive PhilQsophy of 
.Auguste Oom{e, Bain's Menial and Moral Science, and 
Dr. William Whewell's chapter in his Philosophy of 
Discovery on the furthest advance of the sensational 
school. If the Paper will tend to set the Law in the 
'' dry light," so to speak, of the great mind which ori
ginally discovered it, unaffected with the "moist 

· 'u humours" of my own discoloured and distorted 
interpretations of it, it will have fulfilled its. intended 
purpose. 

. . 

Bombay. Ma1·ch 1873. 
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