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With the.'pet~it!8ion ot :Mr~ ·Vidfadliar V ~miu1 

.Bhide 11. .&:.", we reproduce here a po~ti~11 of the lebttit'e· 
be deli\·ered at · Ratuagi.rl on t~ut· condjtioa of" Hindu: 
widows amo11g the higher' castes~' We· omit the -~first · 
portion . of the: lecture which' tteats' or. the "geuei·at. 
argurueot~ in favour o! widow'~retilarriages~ • . . '.1' .. ~ 

· Having tbui!i far· oonsidered · ~be · argoinentl!i iu · 
fAvour of, ~nJ ag~in~t,widow-temarriages; I·shaU now·· 
procMd toconaider the l•\t':lst statistics r~gardirig the civil· . 
cotulilion of the 16 principaf ~1:\Stea of ~h<4 Dek'ltan and 
Koukan'Brahmins.· These statistics .,reatlJ· strengthen· · 
t.he · position taken· ur- by me· on; general gr~unds• :of. · 
principl., .i.o defence of _the rernarri':\ge movement. The 
16" cas tea that I have selected are the principal cast.es of· 
D~kkan and Konkan Brahruius; aiuon~ whom widow-. 
remarriages are· nat permitted · ' ~ Cb.itpawAn,. ancl 
"Kokanastha" being two names for'· one and the same.·. 
caste;·l have coimted t.bem ·as one (:aste., although -iu · 
the census report they are~ . show'n· as·. two.·· The 
other: eastes 1\re Desbastlaa, Karttad~, D~wruke,· Paise; · 
Tirgul, and'Kirwant. 1.'hese r caatas form one group of, 
the .1\laharastra taction of the Pal'lc;h Dravid Brahmiiui. 
The next 9 cutea a.re of the Pauichgowd' section via .. 
She\l wi, Kadaldeshkar~· Sashtikar~ · Bardeshkar, Oowd,: · 
Saraswat, Gowd Sarl\nat, Oowd SaAhtikar~ aud Gowd 
Sheawi. These 9 castes' are, . iu · this part .Of the 
country;· popularly known b)r.lhe · uame . o£ Shenwis; . 
aud I h.ave accordingly called tben1 by that· namei in 1 

myatat1sti~~~ Tu.b1as Ol theee J 6 castes the Desha:~thaa, 
are numerically the alroni!eSt. 'uod the ! Kolt&WI&thaa 



DIDJ:PINDEHT SICTIOi 

• I Referring to 'fable A, . you. will see in the 3rd 
vertical column the .number of widowa in the tarioua · 
caat.es ~ · The number of widows in the first 7 Brahmin 

' castes is 43353, while_ the nu~~-r of widows in the 
.. 9 Shenvi Brah'Din c~tea is 6450 .. These are certainly 
-' large numbers. And mall the 16 castes. the aggregoate 

Dumber o£ widows is 49893, or nearly' .?0000. ·Jus' 
imagine what this means, half a lao of . women, out of 
a tvtal of. 2l : laQKs, are condemned by 'society to 
relinquish all marital happiness, and, many of them · 
for the most part live without. any object io liftt. 
Taking only . the . first 7 caste" in the aggregate, 
the percentage of_ widows : to females. is na ·Ligh as 
20. or in other words •. ;(>De ~oman 'out. of every 
!i _women i~ a widow.An these 7 t cast~, tile highest. 
percentage is shown by Tirguls ( 25·7 ), ned come the 

· Kirwants ( 23 ), ne:d tae Deshastha11 ( %1•8 ), the Palses 
·t 21·6 ),. the Dewrukhas ( 19·2 ), the Kokanasthas 
l 16•7 ) and the lowes~ percentage ill ahown by the 
Ka.rhade.s '( ·15-6 ). Even . if: we omi1 the Pa.lse, 
Tirgul and Kirwant.· castes from' consideration. as being 
numerically: weak, and therefore liable '? show 'fluctua
tions of percentages - on very . sight .variations in 
numbers, we get, roughly speaking, nearly the same 
percentage. • The ·percentag!' "of widows to females m 
the Shenwi castes, taken in the aggregate, ie 16•4, 'a . 
little lower than in the nist 7 castes. And ~onsi4eriog 

·the Shenwi c;astes iodividual1y, this percentage varies 
from :U-t ( as in the numerically weak caste of the 
Bardesbkars) to S·S (as in the equallysm:All caste of the 
Sashtiliars). Taking only t.he four numericall.f strong 
Shenwi castes, we find the percentage of widows to 
fc~wales ranuina from 21'9 (aa in the Saraswats) to 12•6 
( aa in the Go.;d caste ), lhe Gowd being, iC we omit 
the nWDerically josignifiean' caste of · Sashtikare, the 
most fort11oate ofall the cast.es of Dekkan and lrookaa · 
Brahwina. · When we consider all the siileeo castes 
&oi;ether, the percentage is l!)·,·or nea:Iy !~, which 
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~j JHE .. NATIONAl~fiEMAND FOR HOME ·RULE~ / . . ., . . ; ' 

: 
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T. HB 28th of })e~mbi)~· '19 . .16 is ·.a red~l~tter .da.Y in fu~-~ 
history m the Indian National Congress, or the hibiory o· , 

''the Britil;h rule in Jlidia-for that matter. For on that da}' 1 

the National Con,aress for the first .time put on ifs record a, 
formal demand for -eelf-governmcnt, coupled l~th a· scheme 
of Belf-govenii:nont, for: India. The scheme is sufficiently .full' 
though by no means fiil81. · as will be seen from its text 
given at the end of iliis article. It is, moreover, not a mere 
statement of ~ distant hlca1. but tho objoot of au ini~ • .;a 
demand. It is meant to be presented not in a· &-pirit ·or 
mere fanciful "peculation· or cnrions 4,ill.ettantism, but with -
the gNJ.\6.'>~ earnestness and · deliberation, coupled with the 
fullest eense c4 responsibility. It is backed not only by the 
in~igenee of the nation but also by- its will The natiouaJ :' 
Conc"~'es was conscious _ that it was doing' a great thing i~. 
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