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With the per‘mmsxon of Mr. ldyadhar Vam‘m :
Bhidé B, &, we reproduce here & ‘portion of the lecture
he delivered at "Ratuagiri ou the condition of Hindu'
widots amoug the higher castes,” YWe omit the "first -
portion .of the: lecture: which ™ trédts of the geuetal -
arguments in favour of widowsremarriages, . =~ . s

Having thus far considered - the areraments in -
favour of, and against, widow- temarriages, T shall now -
procead toconsider the latest statisties regarding thoeivil .
coidition of the 16 principal castes of thé Dekkan and -
Koukan Brahmins,’ These statistics greatly strangthen . -
the ' position taken up by me’ on’ geneml grounds:iof -
principle .in defence of the reinarriage movement, The
16 cnstes that I have selected are the principal castes of
Dekkan and Konksn Brahmios, aniong whom mdowi
remarriages are’ not permitted © - “Ch\tpawan and:
¢ Kokanastha ™ being’ two pames for‘one and the same
caste,” T have counted therh as bne’ casté, although in
the' census report they are  shown' as: two.” “The
other castes are Deshastha, Karhadé, Dewruke, Palseg7
Tirgu), and Kirwact. 'lhese T castes forin one group of «
the Mahsrastra section of the Panch Dravid Brahinins.,
The next 9 castes are of the Panchgowd' section via,
Sheuywi, Kadaldeshkar, Sashtikar, Bardeshkar Gowd,

. Sataswat, Gowd Sars\svat Gowd Saqhtlka.r, aud Gowd
Sheawi. These 9 castes’ are, .in  this. part of the
country,” popularly known by-the ‘vame - of Sheuwia ; .

“aud I have socordingly called theni by that: name: in,
my statistical Tubles Of these 16 castes the Deshasthas,
sre numerically the dtrongest,'«ud the : Kokauasthas
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.+ Referring to Table A, you will see in the 3rd
vertical column the .number of widows in the various’
castes : ' The number of widows in the first 7 Brahmin
+ castes is 43353, while the number of widows in the
~ 9 Shenvi Brahmin castes is 6450. .These are certainly
' large numbers. And in all the 16 castes, the aggregate
 number of widows is 49803, or nearly’ 50000. Just
imagine what this means, half a lac of women, out of
a total of 2} :lacks, are coudemned by~ society - to
relinquish all marital happiness, and, many of them -
for the most partlive without any object in life.
Taking only.the . first 7 castes in the aggregate,
the percentage of widows  to females is as Ligh as
20, or in other words, one woman out of every
5 women iga widow,.-In these.7, castus, the highest
percentage is shown by Tirguls ( 257 ), next come the -
~ Kirwants (23 5 next the Deshasthas ( 21°'8 ), the Palses
'(21+6 ),.the Dewrukhas (19-2), the Kokanasthas
1167 ) and the lowest percentage iy shown by the
Karhades'( ‘15-6)% Even . if: we omit. the Palse,
Tirgul and Kirwant castes from' consideration as being
numerically weak, and therefore liable to show fluctua-
tions of percentages on very sight variations in
numbers, wo get, roughly speaking, nearly the same
percentage, . The “percentage of widows to females 1n
the Sheunwi castes, taken in the aggregate, is 16%, 'a
little lower than in the fifst 7 castes. And cousidering
-the Shenwi castes individually, this percentage varies
from 34-4 ( asin the numerically weak caste of the
Bardesbkars) to 8:5 (as in the equally small caste of the
Sashtikars), Taking only the four numerically strong
Shenwi castes, wo find the percentage of widows to
fomales ranging from 21°9 (as in the Sarsawats) to 12'6
(a3 in the Gowd caste ), the Gowd being, if _We omit
the numerically jnsiguificant caste of Sashtikars, the
most fortunate of all the castes of Dekkan and Kounkan -
Brahmins - When we consider all the sixteen castes
together, the percentage is 19°4’or nea.rly 20, which
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! THE NATIONAL DEMAND FOR HDME RULE
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HE 25th of Docember 1916 is a red-letter day in tha_
history of the Indian National Congress, or the history o’
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"“the Britith rule in India~for that matter, For on that day ", i
the National Congress for the first time put on its record a

formal demand for -gelf-government, ooupled with - scheme
of self-government, for-India. . The scheme is suﬂiciently full *
though by no meaus final,” a8 will be seen from its text
given at the end of this article. It is, moreover, not a mere
statement of a distant ideal, but the object of an ini.cuino
demand. It is meant to be presented mnot in a- spirit ‘of

mere fanciful speculation’ or carions {illettuntism, but with~

the greatest earnestness and ' deliberation, conpled with the
fullest sense of responsibility. It is backed met only Ly the
intolligence of the nation but also by its will. The natwual

Congress was couscious that it was (lom" a great thing 1“'
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