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REVIEW
THE TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA

FOR THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1876-77.

Bx J. E. O'CONOR, . E .

Aszistant Seeretary to the Government of India,
Department of Bevenue, Agriculture, and Commerce (Statistical Branch).

CALCUTTA, THE 25TH OCTOBER 1877."

FOREIGN TRADE.

1. Leaving out of consideration the three years 1863-64, 1864-65, and 1865-66, the total
value of the trade of India during the year of review was tonsiderably in excess of the value
recorded at any previous penod.

The three years mentioned exh1b1t indeed much larger results than the present year,
but the circumstances of the trade of the country during that period were abnormal. The
Civil War in the United States had deprived the cotton spinning industry of England of the
raw material required to keep the mills in work, and in the crisis which ensued the eager
demand for Indian cotton of any quality raised prices to a level which was unprecedented and
which they. will probably never under any circumstances again reach. These three years
may therefore properly be left out of consideration in comparing the present value of the trade
of India with the value recorded in former years.

2. For the ten years following 1865-66 the trade was as follows :—
Ra. : . Rs.

1866-67 (11 months) - ° 86,54,31,429 | |, 1871-72. . . *1,06,99,16,094
186768 . . . . 99,88,56,971 1872-73. . . 91,63,99,284
1868-69 . . . .  1,05,64,50,728 1873-74. . . - 94,26,08,880
1869-70 . . . .  1,00,34,81,788 |  187476. . . 1,00,69,12,907
187071 . . . . 95,71,20,744 1875-76. . . 1,02,568,66,694
Average of the } Average of the }

fioe years . 97,60,68,832 five gears . 99,21,40,752

187697 . . . Rs. 1,11,71,63,364

- The trade of the year therefore shews an increase of Rs. 9,12,96,770 or 8:90 per cent. over
that of the previous year, and of 1446 per cent. and 12-60 per cent. over the averages of the
five years ending 1870-71 and 1875-76 respectively.

. 8. These ﬁgu.res are excluswe of the transactions on account of Government, the addition
of Whlch to the total brings the value of trade during the year up to Rs. 1,13,90,78,751.

A
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4, The increase in trade is manifest under all heads except that of imports of merchandise
w]:uch shewed a sensible decline, ' Imports of treasure and exports of goods (country and.
foreign) and of treasure all largely increased, the increase in the imports of {reasure being
particularly striking: ander this head the trade rose from Rs. 5,30,07,224 to Rs. 11,43,61,180.

G-OVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS,

5. Before proceeding to treat of the trade generally it is well to bmeﬂy review the trans-
actions of Government, the value of which in the Accounts is kept separate from the totals

of general trade,
The total recorded value of these transactions during each of the last five years was as

follows: _ . | .
YBAR. Imports, Exports. Total t.’[gx i):'rpt:.m alud
Res. Rs. Rs.
1872'73 . . . 1,40,] 5,554 3,85’679 1’44', 01,233
1873‘74 . . - - 2;19,13,810 7,02,’239 2,26'15,549
1874-76 . . . 1,57,68,508 7’95,676 1,65,64‘,184
1875-76 . . - 1,77,46,721 11,84,621 1,89,91,342
1876-77 . 2,06,07,915 18,07,472 2,19,16,387
Average . 1,80,10,401 875,137 1,66,85.538

f——— = —— — = e ——

6. The nnports prmclpally consist of arms and ammunition, hardware and cualery, boots
shoes and saddlery, liquors, woollen. goods (these articles being mostly military stores), and
machinery, metals, b,ooka, paper and stationery, railway and telegraph materials. |

The exports, as was explained last year, eonsist of stores and treasure sent to Aden and
the Persian Gulf fon the establishments there.

{ 7. The value of the papen and pasteboard imported. during the year was nearly 12 la.k:ha
of rupees, and it may reasonably be expected that the imports will be on & constantly
increasing scale, Much of the paper is of a quality which the: eountry is quite capable of
producing, and it might perhaps be expedient.to. devise measuxes for supplying on the spot
the greater part of the annual requirements of the State. As yet the manufacture of paper
in the prisons has been limited to. the production of an article of very inferior quality, fit
only for packing or for the use of the most inferior native officials, and the processes are
conducted on the rough native plan. If.seems probable that the introduction of machinery
into two, or three, of the larger prisons and the manufacture of the better classes of paper
would be remunerative in affording a means of supplying the requirements: of the public
service to a material extent at a cheaper rate than by the importation of paper: from England.
The Government is already & manufacturer on a large scele for its needs in some directions—
as for instance in the manufacture of_ arms, cement, chinchona, and leather-»a.nd with very
successful results. The Government tannery at Cawnpore not only produces excellent leather,
but has trained men who have already effected marked improvement in the quality of the
leatber-ware offered for sale in the Upper Provinces. An extension of the system of local
manufacture, either directly through the agency of Government officers, or indirectly by the
purchase of goods produced in the country, would perhaps be found beneficial alike to.the
interests of Government and to those of the manufacturing industry of the country at large.
As regards paper, It is certain that India possesses enormous quantitles of the raw material,
and with the rapid extension of railway communication, the. cost -of transit of the material

from the place.of production, to.the mill is no longer an. insuperable obstacle to, the develop-.
ment of a considerable industry, :
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PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE.

8. The trade of the country was carried on af the ports of the littoral provinces i t.he
proportmns shewn below, for the last two yesrs:

‘ 1875.76. . e
ProvNoE. ) _ I
Valae, Percantage. © Values | Porventage. -
: - Imports « | 18,84,77,197 19,81,02,798
Bevear . {Exports . | 24,49,30,024 . 26,69,08,493
Toran .| 48,84,07,221 4295 | 46,01,01,285 §119
B {Imports . | 17,08,01,482 — 21,04,29,636
OMBAY . - Exports . | 28,74,35,484 25,66,70,705
s Torar .| 89,82,34916 - 8882 46,71,00,381 41-81
Tmporte -}  5%,56,600 82,38,281
Smvp * .+ *1Exports . 1,7;:93,834, 1,66,4-8:731
Tomar. .| 2065548 201 | 1,98,81,968 178
- - - N 1Y
- . §Tmports .| 445,42,000 - 387,094,524
Maozas . . { Fxports .| 74783525 | = 7,01.67,048
Torar . | 11,98,26,434 11'63 10,80,61,367 | 9-76
. : Imports « ) },8855,768 223 B2,97%
Bumise Bomwa * . {@eports .| 8,73,86,771 8,86,45,441
Torar .| 542,42,589 | 698 6,10,28,413 546

9. The trade of Sind and Madrasshews a decline under imports and: exports. In each of
the other provinces there is a considerable increase." Under the head of imports there is a
very large increasein Bombay and Burma; in the former of these two provinces the increase
is due to exceedingly large imports of treasure;, the import of merchsndise having declined.
_ Nearly three-fourths of the whole-of the treasure imported into India during the year was
landed in Bombay. The increase in the imports into Burma occurred under the head of
goods, shewing that trade gemerally increased. In Bengal, as in Bombay, the imports of
merchandise fell. off; to. be compensated by a largely increased flow of treasure. In the
review of the trade of 1876-76, I noticed a large increase in the imports of merchandise into
India and & decrease in the imports of treasure, adding that the accounts of 1876-77 would
probably see this feature reversed. 'The accounts shew that this anticipation has been realised,
the imports of merchandise generally having fallen from Rs. 87,11,26,682 to Rs. 35,36,71,766,
while the imports of treasure have increased from. Rs.5;30,07,224 to Rs:11,43,61,180.

10. Bombay and Bengal, it will' Be seen, répresent between them 83 per cent. of the tota.l
trade, the share of esich in the current year being tolerably equal. Last year the proportion



(4)

was much more in favour of Bengal. The increase in the proportion taker by Bombay is
due to the large quantities of silver which find their most convenient channel of distribution

from Bombay, and also fo the greatly increased exports of both gold and silver, the exports
of the former having been a million sterling in excess of those of the previous year.

11. The decline in the trade of Madras must no doubt be attributed first to the rate
of exchange and then to the drought and the subsequent famine which still afilicts a large
part of that Presidency; while that of Sind is explained by the increase in the coasting
trade with Bombay, whence European goods are sent in increasing quantltles to Kurrachee
in supersession of direct imports. .

19. The following table shews the share of the total trade with foreign countries which
centred in the five principal ports of India, viz., Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Rangoon, and
Kurrachee, during the years 1875-76 and 1876-77 :—

1875-786. 1876-77.
_ Rs. ‘Rs,
Bombay : _
Imports . 17,07,14,958 21,03,76,657
Exports . 22.,43,98,005 25,66,566,356
Total . 39,51,12,963  46,70,33,013
Caleutio : .
Imports . 18,82,02,671 119,29,28,912
Exports .- - 24,30,34,118 26,65,'78,122
Total . . 43,12,36,689 45,85,02,034
Madras :
Imports . 3,22,97,859 2,87,72,749
Exports . . 2,95,68,148 8,08,79,629
_ Total . - 6,18,56,007 5,96,62,278
Rangoon : .
TImports 1,63,98,5688 2,08,21,831
Exports 2,19,16,923 2,40,12,306
Total 8,78,15,611 4,48,34,137.
Km-;-achee :
Imports 84,568,000 32,381,808
Exports 1,71,9%,792 1,66,47,669
Total 2,08,50,792 1,98,79,477
GRAND TOTAL OF IMPORTS AND
EXPORTS 94,61,71,962,  1,04,99,00,939
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13. The total value of the trade of these five ports was in —

- 1874-75 . Rs. 93,22,60,969, being 92:58 per cent. of the whole foreign trade.
1875-76 . ,, . 94,61,71,962 , 9223 » ”
- 1876-77 » 1,04,99,00,939 ,, 9398 . »

14, Calcutta and Bombay between them had 805 per cent. of the trade of 1875-76and 828
per cent. of that of 1876-77. For the first time since the year 1869.70 Bombay shews larger
commercial transactions than her rival in the Bay of Bengal, being about 85 lakhs ahead:
in the previous year Caleutts was shead of Bombay by more than four times this sum. The
increase in the trade of Bombay is due to very large imports of silver and exports of
gold and silver. Following after the five principal ports above named, the following fifteen
- ports had most of the foreign trade of the year:

VALUE OF TRADE. Percentage on the

Poris. total trade of

British India.

Rupees.
. h

Tuticorin ~ (Madras) 1,11,24,546 | 1-00
Negapatam (,, ) 68,15,354 61
Msunlmain  (Burma)’ 58,15,793 52
_ Bassein’ ( » ) - . 51,02,133 46
Akyab ( 47,09 252 42
Coconada {Madras) . 43,258,496 390
Tellicherry { ,, . 41,836,435 37
Cochin { » ) . 36,565,596 33
Calicut ( » ) . 28,10,666 25
Mangalore ( ,, ) . 26,98,656 24
Beypore { » ) . 21,19,507 19
Muttupettai ( ,, ) . 19,756,381 | 18
Bimlipatam ( , ) . 16,07,994 14
Gopaulpore { ,, ) . - 8,99,411 08
Chittagong (Bengal) 8,69,286 08

These fifteen ports and the five others of which particulars have been given above shared
between them 99 per cent. of the whole trade of the year.

15. The foreign trade of Bengal, Bombay, and Sind is practically confined to the chief ports
in those provinces, viz., Calcutta, Bombay, and Kurrachee, this last named port being in fact
the only port worthy of the name possessed by Sind. Inthe Bombay Presidency thereis a large
number of ports, some fairly well adapted for commerce, but the convergence of the great
railway lines in Bombay gives to that city advantages which, together with the natural excel-
lence of the harbour and the facilities for the landing and shipping of goods afforded by
the Port Trust and private wharfingers, enzble it to concentrate not only the greater part of
the commerce of the Presidency, but also to monopolise & material part of the import trade of
8ind, which province largely draws its supplies from Bombay instead of importing them direct.
Thus, while the direct imports of merchandise from foreign ports into Kurrachee amounted in
value during the year to only 32 lakhs of rupees, the imports from ports in other presidencies of
India (mostly from Bombay) amounted to no less than 143 lakhs. A substantial proportion
of the exports of Kurrachee is also directed to Bombay for re-export thence to foreign
countries. : '

16. In Bengal the only port besides Caloutta which carries on s trade with foreign countries
is Chittagong. The ports of Orissa have a few transactions with countries outside of Indian
limits, but they are so small as to be totally inappreciable. The trade of these ports has
developed largely of late years, but the development has been in the direction of traffic with
Calcutta, between which city and the ports of Balasore there is now frequent and regular steam
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reign trade of Chittagong is confined principally to the import of salt and

ication. The fo . :
:E?I:;:;rt of rice and a little cotton. The trade in plece-goods,_met&lsf liguors, &l'ld. Ot,l-]er
staple importé is carried on vid Caleutta, with which Chittagong has fortnightly .communica-

tion by steam. Al the tea produced in the district is sent to Calcutta to be re-exported thence

to Europe. Chittagong is tolerably well situated for commerce, 'bging fail'lﬁf adapted as the
outlet for a portion of the produce of the districts.of Eastern Be:nga_)l. There is goo.gi accommo-
dation for vessels, and the river Karnafuli, on which the fown is situated eleven miles from its
mouth, is safeand good.. The trade however has been declining for the last fo-ur years. The
ruined jetty, dismantled houses, and stranded hulks lying on the river bank still bear melan-
choly testimony to the disastrous effects of the great cyclone of the 31st October 18.7 6. There
are now only two European mercantile firms remaining in the place, the trade having mostly
passed into the hands of patives. The cultivation of fea seems to be about the only
thing in which progress is maintained in Chittagong. The district is well suited for tea, the
yield being on the average dbout five hundred pounds an acre against four hundred in Assam
and Cachar, and the cultivation is increasing, about 600,0001bs. being now sent annually to
the Calcutta market for sale. The decline in the trade of Chittagong must be attributed
immediately to the great cyclone and its consequences, but there is a permanent cause at work
too in the absence of steam communication between Chittagong and the eastern districts of
Bengal. Steamers on the Megna plying between Chittagong and Naraingunge would bring
down rice, jute, and other produce for export from Chittagong. At present the only com-
munication is by country craft of unwieldy shape and more or less ricketty construction. -
For these the navigation of the estuary of the Megna during the continuance of the south- °
west monsoon is impracticable, and at all times the sea is rough enough in the Sundeep Channel
before the corner is turned into the Chittagong river to be a source of danger to the smaller native
vessels. Chittagong is thus for some portion of the year cut _:_qﬁ' from communication with the
inland districts of Bengal, and it cannot be expected that, under these circumstances, anything -
like a considersble trade can be developed. But if regular steam communication were
established, produce would come down in increasing quantities for export from Chittagong,
and the existence of steam communication with the inland districts would be followed by
steam communication between Chittagong and Burope. It hasbeen hinted that the diversion
to Chittagong of any portion of the produce now sent by circuitous and tedious routes to
Calcutta would be detrimental to the interests of the latter port. But experience tells us
that increased facilities for the disposal of produce are always followed by increased production,
and it is by no means probable that the interests of Caleutta would suffer by the adoption of
the measures suggested for the development of the trade of Chittagong: It has been said
too that the Megna is not a safe river for steam navigation, but this statement is more or less
conjectural, and it has yet to be proved by actual trial that steamers cannot safely ply
between Naraingunge and Chittagong.

17. The chief port of Burma does not monopolise the trade of the province to quite such
an extenf as the chief ports of Bengal, Bombay, and Sind. Rangoon last year had only a
little more than 73 per cent. of the trade of the province, the rest being distributed between
Akyab, Bassein, and Maulmain. These three ports export rice in large quantities, this grain
being in fact the staple on which Akyab and Bassein entirely depend for their importance.
Maulmain exports teak timber in addition to rice. The direct trade of these ports with
foreign countries is confined to exports, their imports being mostly supplied in the case of
Akyab vid Oalcutta and in the case of Bassein and Maulmain from Rangoon.

18. Akyab possesses an excellent hb,ﬂ?our, affording safe and convenient anchorage at all
times of the year to vessels of large size. Except for about four months in the year however,
i.e., while the rice season lasts, this fine port is practically deserted except for the passing visits
of the mail steamers of the British India Company. During the rice season Akyab awakens
to life: the creeks are full of boats laden with paddy, the mills are busy separating the rice
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from the husk and the harbour is full of shipping taking the rice on board for conveyance to
Europe. There is no reason why the prosperity of Akyab should depend upon the export
“of rice alone. The Arakan hill tracts stretching away behind Akyab offer a fine field for
agricultural - enterprise in the cultivation of .cotton, tobaceo, and other staples. The island of
‘Ramree, & few hours distant by steamer, abounds with petroleum of good quality, and this
article is also known to.occur on the Greater and Lesser Borongos, large islands directly opposite
Akyab. There is much wealth in the vicinity of Akyab, in petroleum, coal, steatite, and
perhaps other minerals, and, with the agricultural capabilities of the hill tracts and the
cheapness of labour* as compared with other parts of Burma, this port has & fair prospect
before it of becoming, with a judicious application of energy and capital, an important
commercial centre.

19. Bassein on the other hand will always remain a rice port merely. This town is situated
in the delta of the Irrawaddy, the alluvial soil of which is best adapted for the cultivation
. of rice. The rice season here resembles in its aspects the rice season elsewhere in Burma:
creéks crowded with boats laden with paddy, mills at work from morning to night, the
~ surface of the river and creeks covered inches thick with paddy husks, and shipping busily
taking in the cleaned rice from the mills. These rice mills are a feature in the ports
of Burma. There is nothing like them in Continental India—({except at Port Canning, and
there the mills are a failure),—where the rice is husked in the interior of the districts
by the family of the cultivator before it is sent to the market for dispesal. In Burmg
" the cultivator is too well-to-do to care about undertaking the trouble of husking the rice,
and he leaves that fo be dene by the European purchaser at the port of shipment.
These mills are worked by powerful maclimery moved by steam, and the coal which is
required by them forms the main article of import from foreign countries into Akyab and
Bassein, the latter port lmportmc' also a certain quantity of salt. Bassein is supplied with
all her other imports from Rangoon in river steamers which ply twice a week through the
narrow tidal creeks, lined ‘with mangrove jungle, which form thd Burmese Sunderbunds
between Rangoon and Bassein. The steamers belong to the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company
and are specially constructed for the service. Light as they are in draught, in the dry
weather they are often stuck in the mud for hours together. These steamers do a very large
trade in the carriage of passengers and cargo between Rangoon and Bassein, but no record
of the actual value of the trade has as yet been attempted.

90. Maulmain, in addition to her export trade in rice and teak, also has some direct
imports from foreign ports, & good portion of these being from the Sfraits and consisting of
articles consumed or dealt in by the Chinese. The largest part of the imports into Maulmain
however is effected »id Rangoon and Calcutta. The trade of Maulmain generally does not
appear to be on the increase, and some of those who are interested in the town are apt to
refer with some soreness to Rangoon as having nsurped the place of chief port of the province
which ought rightfully to appertain to Maulmain. This however is a mistaken view : the
truth is that Rangoon has naturally far greater advantages for attracting trade than Maul-
main. goon is the natural outlet for the whole of the produce of the fertile valley of the
Irrawaddy, including Independent Burma and the largest, wealthiest, and most thickly popu-
lated section of British Burma, and is also the most convenient centre for the distribution of
imported goods into those tracts. Maulmain is supported merely by the rice of the neigh-
bouring districts and the teak forests of the hill ranges bordering Siamese territory at the
back of Maulmain, sixteen timber and seven rice mills being supported by the trade.
Rangoon on the other hand has most of the rice of Pegu watered by the Irrawaddy and
its affluents, and the cutch, lac, caoutchoue, cotton, orpiment, and jade brought down from
Upper Burma and Western China. The railway line recently opened to Prome and the
regular steam communication on the Irrawaddy between Rangoon, Mandalay, and Bhamo

# There is & considerablo influx of labour from Chittagong during tho busy soason.
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afford excellent facilities for the further development of trade at Rang?on. This .port is
certainly one of the most rising places in India, )

21. The other ports of Burma are Kyouk-hpyoo, Tavoy, and .Mergui. ' Their trade is
insienificant. Kyouk-hpyooisa small sta.tion on the northern extremity of the island of Ramree.
Sor:e years ago when it was a military cantonment, the presence of European troops caused
. g certain demand for goods which died out with the removal of the troops on account of the
unhealthiness of the station. The harbour is not considered secure during the south-west
monsoon, and the port moreover is ill adapted for trade. Most of the trade of the island
finds its natural outlet in the town of Ramree, situated at the southern extremity of the
island and separated from Kyouk-hpyoo by jungle and marsh land. Most of the rice grown
on the island would be more conveniently shipped from Ramree, and the best petroleum
occurs in the neighbourhood of the town. A trade in the oil of the Calophyllum inophyllum
might be developed in Kyouk-hpyoo, where the tree flourishes. The oil is highly esteemed
in India for medicinal and illuminating purposes, but no attempt appears as yet to bave been
made to utilise it in Burma. The workings for pefroleum are carried on entirely by natives on
a very small scale and in a rude primitive way. It may be said in short that there is practi-
cally no trade at Kyouk-hpyoo and that it is unlikely that there ever will be any.

© 29, Tavoy and Mergui resemble each other very much in the point of view of trade. There
is a regular though not extensive intercourse carried on by steamers and native craft between
these places and the Siamese ports of Tonkah (or Tacompah), Kopah, and Renoung, lower down
the coast of the Peninsula, and with the Straits, but the greatest part of the trade of both ports
is with Maulmain and Rangoon. The imports consist principally of piece-goods and twist,
raw silk, tobacco, opium, and betelnuts, with durians and mangosteens. The exports are
mainly salted and dried fish and gnapee (a paste made of decomposed shell fish and amazingly -
relished by the Burmans), canes and rattans, mother-of-pearl shells, unrefined sugar,
leaves of the dhunnee (Nipa fruticans), universally used for thatching along the coast of °
Burma, rice, and tin, this last article being exported from Malewoon, in the Mergui district.
The Nipa fruticans abounds on these coasts, thickly fringing the water’s edge on the Tavoy
river. It is a very useful tree, capable of being turned to account much more largely than
at present in the manufacture of sugar. '

The port of Mergui offers good accommodation for vessels of moderate size, but Tavoy is
situated some thirty miles up a shallow river which at low water opposite the town can in
some places be traversed on foot. Vessels of anything but a very small draught must lie
many miles below the town and there is, under, present circumstances, no hope of any
material increase of trade in this place,

23. In the presidency of Madras the trade is somewhat more evenly distributed among
the ports than in other presidencies, the chief port having little more than half the total trade
of the presidency. Large quantities of coffee, spices, and cocoanut oil are exported from the
ports of the Malabar coast. The Coromandel ports also largely export rice, cotton, coloured
piece-goods, teel seed, and sugar. The port of Coringa-cum-Coconada on this coast has an
active intercourse with Burma, sending thither tobacco and crowds of labourers who stay in
Burma during the rice season, returning afterwards to their homes with their earnings. An
ordinary cooly in Burma earns from 12 annas to a rupee a day during the season and these
men bring considerable sums back’with them at the end of the working season. Between
Ceylon and the ports of Tuticorin and Cochin there are extensive transactions in merchandise,
and here also there is a large emigration of labourers to the Ceylon coffee districts.

TRADE WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

24. The largest proportion of our interchanges with foreign countries is conducted with

the United Kingdom, which has had on an average nearly 61 per cent. of the trade of British
India during the last five years.
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The prinecipal countries with which India is most connected commercially are entered
below, arranged according to the importance of the direct relations with them during the year:.

Importa. Exporta, Total, I;:-ﬁﬁ?‘
Rs. Rs. Rs.

United Kingdom . . . ., . .| 87,583,868 | 29,81,81,499 | 66,855,367 | 598
China . . . . . . . . 2,12,63,602 13,44,19,826 15,56,83,428 13-9
TFrance . . . . . . 59,15,380 5,48,74,351 6,02,89,781 54
Ceylon . . . v . 93,50,797 3,39,16,831 4,32,67,628 33
Strmts Settlements . . . 1,04,46,969 2,47,19,501 38,51,66,470 31
Italy . e . 1,36,57.792 | 1.41,04,052 | 2,77,61,844 25
United States - e .. 17.23,703 | 1,89.56,096 | ¢,06,79,799 18
Awstria . . . . . . . . 11,938,745 | 1,42,79,820 | 1,54,73,574 14
Mauritius . . . . . 25,539,870 1,28,08,602 1,68,48,472 1'3
Arabia (excluding Adenl e e e 70,05,676 60,02,667 1,30,08,343 11
Persia . - . . . . . . | - 40,66,689 74,42,630 1,15,09,169 103

Quite 95 per cent. of the trade of India was confined to these eleven countries, the two
first on the list (the United Kingdom and China) having taken up nearly three-fourths of the
trade, ’

25. The Unifed Kingdom continues to keep the largest half of the Indian trade, the
percentage having been in— \

18747 . . . . . .
87676 . . . .. . .
8w . . . . . . .

In the first of these three years the trade with Suez, now included under Egypt, was grouped
under the United Kingdom, and the change in classification accounts for the apparent
diminution in the following year.

62 per cent. (nearly).
59-6 per cent.
59-8 per cent.

The most considerable import from the United Kingdom consists of cotton twist and
manufactured goods. The value of these amounted during the year to nearly 18 crores and
29 lakhs, being about 487 per cent. of the total imports from that country including treasure,
and about 61'5 per cent of the imports of merchandise excluding treasure. The imports of
these goods declined slightly in value as compared with the previous year, but the quantities
on the whole exhibit an increase except under the head of grey piece-goods. '

The other most important imports from the United Kingdom are apparel, coals, hardware
and cutlery (including plated-ware), liquors of all kinds (wines, spirits, and beer), machinery
and mill-work, metals (chiefly iron and copper), materials for railway construction, salt, and
woollen piece-goods.

The value of each of these classes of goods imported during the year and the proportion
borne by each to the whole trade in merchandise are shewn below:

Rs.
1. Apparel 39,50,092, or 1- 5 per cent.
2. Coals . 91,74,005, or 308 ,,
8. Cotton twist and manufactures . 18,28,73,903, or 615 ,,
4. Hardware and cutlery . 42.96,742, or 14 ,,
6. Liquors . . . 1,03,76,299, or 35 ,,
6. Machinery . . . . . 87,59,751, or 29 ,,
7. Metals . 3,02,64,412, or 1002 ,,
8. Railway plant 68,68,5631, or 23 ,,
9. Salt . . 36,80,994, or 12 »
10. Woollen goods 79,84,754, or 27 a
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The total value of these ten classes of goods was Rs. 26,82,29,%&83, being 9-0
per cent. of the whole value of merchandise received from the United Kl_ngdom. It is
evident that the bulk of the English trade with India consists of cotton goods and metals and
metal-ware, including under this head hardware and outlery, machinery, and railway plant.
These heads ‘comprise more than 78 per cent. of the trade. If to these we add coals and
woollen goods we have nearly 84 per cent. of the whole imports from England.

The principal articles of Indian exp;)rt to England are coffee, cotton, indigo, rice, wheat
(an export of quite recent development), hides and skins, raw and dressed, jute, linseed,
rapeseed, sugar, tea, and raw wool. ' '

The value of the exports of these twelve articles and the proportion to the total exports
of Indian merchandise to the United Kingdom of each of them are shewn below:

- Ba.
1. Coffee. . . . . . 76,656,684, 0or 2'8 per cent.

2. Cotton . . . . . 6,68,62,482, or 238 ,,

3. Indigo e+« . . 1,7692,242,0r 64

4. Rice . . . . . . 2,69,43,476,0r 94 ,,

" 5. Wheat . . . . . 147,69240,0r 53 ,

6. Hides and skins . . . . 2,35,38,140, or 85 2

‘ T.Jute . .- . . . .'2211681L0r 80
8. Linseed . . . . . 1,97,89,049,0r T1

9. Rapeseed . . . . . 79,82,367,0r 290

10. Sugar. . . . . . 71,47,918, or 26 ,,

-
-

. Tea . . . . . . 2,6011,708,0or 94
12. Wool . . . . . . 1,07,73,194,0r 39 ,,

The sum of these twelve items amounts to Rs. 24,92,92,210, being about 90 per cent. of
‘the whole value of Indian produce exported to England.

Compared with previous years the imports of merchandise from the United Kingdom
increased largely during the year 1875-76 to fall again in 1876-77, as will be seen by the

figures below :
Imports from the United Kingdom.

Rs.
1872-73 . . . . . « v o . 23,98,80,627
1873-74 . . . . . . . . 2b,35,44,498
1874-75 . . . . . . . . 28,98,04,892 -
1875-76 . . . . . . . . 80,61,81,232

187677 . . . . . . . . 297524433

The decline in 1876-77 was caused by a decrease in the value of apparel, cotton twist,
and grey and coloured piece-goods, hardware and cutlery, liquors, machinery, salt, and woollen
piece-goods. There were also smaller decreases in various other items, while on the other
hand certain articles such as coals, white piece-goods, metals, railway plant, and silk piece-
goods, increased in value to a certain extent, the nett result of the transactions of the year
being however a decline of 76} lakhs, which was much more than balanced by an enormous
increase in the treasure sent to India from England.

Ezports of Indian produce to the United Kingdom.

Rs,
]:872-7 3 . . . . . . . . 27,82,92,130
1873-74 . . . . . . . . 27,86,17,628
1874.76 . . . . . - . . 27,81,08,671
1875-76 . . " . . . . . 27,77,88,817

1876-77 . . . . . . . . 27,65,67,786
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The values apparently exhibit on the whole a tendency to decline, the cause of which is
to be found in the great reduction which has been effected both in the quantity and value
of the cotton exported to England during the last two years. As compared with 1874-75,
the exports of cotton last year and the year before were as follow :

Cwt. Rs.

1874-75 . . . . 3,891,020 . . 10,567,64,166
1875-76 . . . . 2,964,913 . . '1,86,07,495
1876-77 . . . . 2,605,891 . . 6,68,62,482

The fact is that with the present range of prices in Liverpool for raw cotton and the
abundant supplies from the United States and elsewhere, combined with the depressed con-
dition of the English manufacturing industry, production having apparently outrun con-
sumption, there is little prospect of a rise in the price of Indian cotton or of the renewal of
active demand for it. Fortunately for the future of this great staple, the closure of outlets
for it in England or other countries is being to a material extent compensated by increased
consumption in the Indian cotton mills. .

Amongst other articles sent to England, decreases appear in coffee, indigo, jute, shell-lac,
castor oil, saltpetre, linseed, teak wood, and raw wool. In lac and raw wool the decrease is
one of price not of quantity, but in the other articles there is an absolute reduction in quantity
as well as in value. On the other hand considerable increases are observed in wheat, hides
and skins, sugar, and tea, in quantity as well as in value. Rice and rapeseed fell off in
quantity but increased in value. . . :

26. Next to the United Kingdom China occupies the most important place in the record
of our trade with foreign countries. The value of the tradelast year was more than 153 crores,
being nearly 14 per cent. of our total trade. The bulk of this sum is the value of opium

.sent to China from India, our imports from that country and our exports of other goods
thither being comparatively of small importance.

The imports form a long list, but the items mostly are of small amount severally, the
principal being those named below :

Rs.
1. Copper . . . . . . . . . 8,52125
2. 8k (aw) . . . . . . . . 38490515
3. Silk (manufactured) . . . . . . 141179%
4 Sugar . . . . . . . . . 1118225
5. Tea . . e - oo ... 1210629

These five articles constituted nearly 73 per cent. of the total imports of merchandise
“from China during the year. Under the head of silk, both raw and manufactured, there was
a considerable decline last year, and tea also exhibils a great decrease. The trade as
-a whole fell very much below the level of 1875-76, but the exporis increased far more than
proportionately. The following figures shew the imports of goods from China and the
exports thither of articles of Indian origin for the last five years:

Imyorta. Exports.
Ra. Rs.
1872-73 . . . . 1,34,78,745 12,07,43,476
1873-74 . . . . 1,39,65,655 11,43,13,611
1874-75 . . . . 1,61,97,498 11,59,00,654
1875-76 . . . . 1,51,79,837 11,43,44,600

1876-77 . . . . 1,10,98,693 12,57,83,072
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The value of opium under the head of exports was as follows :—

. TRs.
1872-73 . . 4« .+ . 10,52986,735
1873-74 e e e e ... 10,2744,218
1874-75 . . e . <, . . 10,86,26,944
1875-76 e e e e e e . 9M1,67,007

1876-77 . . . . . . . . 11,17,41,208

The only other considerable exports (of Indian origin) to China are raw cotton and cotton
twist, and, in smaller proportion, gunny bags and saltpetre. The trade in both {wist and gunny
bags is of quite recent development, as will be seen from the following figures :

Twist e :
Ra, ‘Rs.

1872-78 . . . . . . . 6,564,360 54,868

1873-74 . . . . . . . '7,89,811 49,683

18495, . . . . . . 836715 112,227
187576 .. . . . . . .2044139 -1,31,676
18767 . . . . . . . 30,39,140 8,40,601

It appears that Bombay-made twist is suited fo the' Chinese market, where it is much
liked., The trade has increased rapidly, and judging from the accounts of the current year is
still on the increase, the value of the exports to the end of September (six months) having
amounted to Rs. 29,81,209, being nearly as much as in the whole of the previous' twelve
months. Indian piece-goods do not make such rapid progress as twist in markets external to
India, but it may be hoped that in course of time our cotton mills will find good customers
for their shirtings in the neighbouring countries. Manchester piece-goods are clearly not
much to the liking of the Chinese, and the Americans are trying to oust them from the
market altogether to the benefit of their own goods. There appears to be no particular
reason why. Indian grey goods should not be able to successfully compete in th&se markets
with either English or American goods of similar qualities.

1t is satisfactory to see the increase in the value of gunny bags and cloth (mostly bags)
exported to China. If this market is properly worked there can be little question that the
manufacturing industry of India in jute and eotton will receive ample support from con-
sumers in China. .

The export of raw cotton to China hardly seems to develope. The exports last year were
nearly 165,000 cwt. less than in 1875-76, and though the quentity is very much larger
than in 1874-75, yet the exports of that year were far smaller than in the two previous years.
‘Whether China takes Indian cotton or not depends a good deal upon the outturn of the cot.
ton crop in that country, deficiencies in short seasons being made up by increased consumption
of cotton from Bengal, i.e., of cotton produced in the North-Western Provinces and the
Punjab but exported from Calcutta.

27. The total imports from France of merchandise during the last five years are
as follow :— X

Rs.
1872-73 . . . . . . . 8b,94,261
1873-74 B . . . . . . 82,20,681
8749 . . . ... ... 8045477
1875.76 - . . . . . . . . . 52,938,481

187677 . .- . . . . . . . 46,35,036
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The principal articles imported are apparel, liquors, chiefly brandy, and silk piece-goods.
The value of each of these classes of. goods last year was—

or 74'3 per cent. of the .

i e e e e e e 2181585
Liquors 7 whole imports.

Silks . . ... .. %.88,099

Under the head of liquors, brandy represents a value of Rs. 13,97,459. The other articles
imported from France (a tolerably long list) come in small quantities and require no notice.
No doubt, as has been said before in the review of last year’s trade and elsewhere, the values
recorded in the sccounts by no means represent the value of all the goods of French origin
consumed in British India, large quantities of wines and spirits, apparel, silks and other
goods being sent to India vid the United Kingdom. But it is doubtful whether for a long
time to come any material increase in the consumption of French goods in India can be
expected. This country requires mainly cotton clothing for the mass of the people, copper
and iron for their domestic utensils, machinery for the new manufacturing industries, and
salt for consumption in those provinces where it can be landed cheaply enough to compete
with salt of local origin. These articles, with hardware and cutlery, form the bulk of our
imports, and France cannot compete with England in their production and supply to the
markets of the east. What France can send us is mostly confined to the finer classes of
+ manufactures, more luxuries than necessities, and the population of India is too poor to
support an extensive trade in them, The imports from France are hardly needed in India _-
-except for the Anglo-Indian community and that comparatively small number of wealthy
natives who have a taste for the adornment of their houses with gilt-framed mirrors and
ormolu clocks, and of their persons with silks, satins, and velvets overlaid with gold lace.

The exports of Indian goods to France are far in excess of the imports from that
country—

Rs,
Apparel . . . s .. . 8,38,758}

Rs.

18728 . . . . . . . . . 26680881
187874 . . . . . . . . . 81185800

* 1874-75 . . . . . . . . . 4,42,65,708
¢ 187576 . . . . . . . . . 4,51,06,717
1876'77 * . - - . - - . . L] [] 5,341,75’792

The principal exports are coffee, cotton, indigo, linseed, rapeseed, teel or gingelly seed, and raw
silk, Of these, coffee, cotton, indigo, gingelly seed, and silk are regular staple exports, sent in
large quantities annually to France. Linseed and rapeseed, however, are comparatively new
in connection with the direct trade to France; and the year of report also shewed a consider-
able development in the trade in wheat and sugar. On the other hand, woollen shawls
(mostly Kashmir fabries) have dwindled down in valye to but a fifth of the exports of former
years. The following table shews the trade in the principal articles in 1876-77, and the
- proportion borne by each to the total value of exports of Indian produce:—

. Rs.
Coffee « + « v ,. 3874785, 0or 72 per cent.’
Cotton . . . . .1,93,25,179, or 361 »
Indigo . . . . . 43,778,320, or 82 .
‘Wheat e« ... 2214417, 0r 41,
Linseed . . . . . 40,63,676,0r 76 ,,
Rapeseed . . . . . 18,01,197,0or 33 "
Teel seed . AR . . '7'7.43,656, or 145 ”
Silk . . . . . 41,565,114, or 7’8 .
Sugar . . . . . 7,25,082,0or 1'3 ”

These nine articles constituted about 90 per cent. of our exports to France during
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: i : b ded as an indication of a
atively large export of wheat cannot be Tegar lication
regulta.rll-i; gﬂﬁng tra{ie, for it is improbable that France will, save under exceptional circum-

i i ufficing for the needs of
Indian wheat largely, a good crop in that country s ficing :
s reas the area under wheat in England is wholly insufficient for the needs

- ion, whe .
::)lfleﬂ};gP:::;‘:’which must yearly be supplemented by la.rge foreign import?. In fact, in the
first six months of the current year the exports were but little more than a sixth of those of the
corresponding period of 1876-77. The increase in ’the exports of sugar also If).llst be rega.f'ded
as exceptional, the result of a failure in the French beet-ro?t crop. .But in o-ther articles
it may perhaps be fairly inferred that the increase of trade is promising. It is not fo be
forgotten that exports were greatly stimulated by the rateof exchange, but after all there can
be no doubt that Indis is capable of supplying, and France of consuming, very much larger .
quantities of articles than are now sent to that country. There are two special reasons
which operate against the development of trade, viz., first, the incapacity of France to stril;e
out a large export trade to India, and second, the heavy customs duties imposed by the
French tariff on many articles of Indian produce, such as coffes, pepper, and others.

As long as France has no freight to fill the ships of the French mercantile marine trading

with India, thoseships will not bein & position to compete as regards return freights with

British ships, and the latter will possess practically the monopoly of the carrying trade. This

being the case, it must be expected that a considerable proportion of articles sent from India

will nltimately reach the French market through England, and then their consumption
is checked by a surfaxe dentrepdt, while other oppressively héavy taxes are laid upon

articles imported direct. .

The decline in the trade in shawls is noteworthy. The figures of the value of the exports
are appended

’ . Rs.
186970 . . . . . . . . . 1383461
8701 . . . . .. . . . . 595379

8772 . . .0 . . .., 984081
187278 . . . . . . o .. 19,20,604
187374 . . . . . . . . . 1130681
187475 . . . . .+ . . ., 949541
187576 . . . . . . . . . 6839018
187677 . . . . . . . .7 . 442678

This was a comparatively important branch of trade in former years, French agents residing
at Amritsar and Srinagar for the purpose of ordering shawls, superintending their
manufacture, and making money advances to the weavers. The war of 1870-71 caused a
sudden collapse in the trade, and a. change in fashion gave it what'(for the time at least)
must be considered its deathblow. The shawl industry perhaps would not have suffered very
materially from the loss of its French customers if it had not at the same time lost a .
considerable section of its customers in India. Formerly every respectable native, or at any
rate every native who asserted his respectability, thought the possession of s Kashmir shawl
orshawls wa$ essential. But in these days.the wearing of shawls is not by any means so
universal as it was some years ago, and in Bengal and other Provinces the importation of
cheap English woollen shawls has completely driven out the Kashmir hand fabrics from
hundreds of households. The shawl weavers of Amritsar and their brethren in Kashmir are
in a very bad way. There may be a revival in the trade hereafter, but there is no present
sign of one. ‘ i

The direct export of raw jute to France has fallen off very materially; in fact in
the year 1876-77 not more than a hundred tons were shipped, compared with nearly
six thousand tons in the previous year. But the French manufacturers take large stocks of
Jute from the English market, with' which it seems more convenient for them to deal, as
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regards jute as well as many other articles, in preference to direct intercourse with India.
No manufactured jute is sent to France from India, and it is not probable that a large trade
in these manufactures will ever be established with the countries of Western Europe.

28, Ceylon follows next after France in the point of view of the magnitude of trade with
this country during the year. The imports of merchandise thence amounted in value to very
nearly fifty-four lakhs of rupees, this sum being substantially in excess of the imports of the
four previous years. The most important articles were :

Re.
Coffes : . . . . . . 2.19,0381 .
Cotton goods . . . . . . 27,61,733
Fruits and vegetables . . . . . . 2,20,650
Grain and pulse P e e e 6,48,282
Betelnuts . . . . . .. 7,11,034

‘Wood and timber . e .. . . 1,26,195

These articles constituted nearly 87 per cent. of the whole imports of the year. The
import of food-grains from Ceylon into India is not a regular trade: on the contrary Ceylon
generally receives very large supplies of rice and other grains from India to supplement the
local deficiency of foodstuffs caused by the occupation of the land tvith coffee, spices, and other
more valuable products. The scarcity in Southern India interfered with the supply of rice
thence, the exports having fallen from 1,838,706 cwt. to 1,195,859 cwt., but very largely
increased supplies were drawn from Bengal, which province sent to Ceylon 2,366,293 cwt.,
as compared with 649,329 ewt. in 1875-76. -

Of the cotton goods imported the great bulk consists. of grey piece-goods, the value
of which in the year was Rs. 24,24,741, )

The average value of the exports of Indian produce to Ceylon dufing the four years
. ending 1875-76 amounted to Rs. 1,64,97,446. During the year 1876-77 the value was °
Rs. 2,27,01,945, and there was therefore a considerable increase, chiefly under the heads
of aniinals, living, grain (rice), cotton handkerchiefs (coloured), gingelly oil, manures, and
provisions. . L '

The principal articles of export were:

Rs.
Animals, living - . . . . . 10,566,643
Cotton goods . . . . . 16,36,349
Grain and pulse .-« .. . 4911781
Manures . . . . . . 4,889,264,
Oils . . . . . . 7.58,718
Provisions . . . .. . 5,05,261
Seeds . . . . . “. 1,98,5566
Soap - . . . . : 1,12,700
Spices . . . . . N 3,31,152
Sugar . . . . . . 3,04,982
‘Wood and timber . . . . . . 2,70,792

These articles formed about 91 per cent. of the total exports, grain and pulse alone being
656 per cent. The list of the others is long, but the value of each is mostly comparatively
small. A ‘considerable part of the trade between Ceylon and India, it must be rep-<mbered, ¢
is practically a coasting trade carried on between the island and the meighboy” shores !
of Southern and Western India, and the traffic, though active and on the whole importa.nt,:

is spread over & very large number of articles individually of small importance,
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The increase in the exports of manures merits attention. The figures for the last five
years are as follow :- ' -

) Tons. Rs.

, 1,668 89,630
87998 . . . . .1 630
187894 . . . . .. 8027 71,267
USTATE . . L ... 4204 1,290,277
187576 . . . .« . 4023 1,51,7651
187677 . . - . . . 16868 4,89,264,

This manure is mostly sent over from Southern I_ndia, a‘great.yOftion consisti-ng of cow
dune manure from Tinnevelly, where it is worth 7 Rs. a ton, Wh.ll? in Colombo it is worth
Rs. ;0. ‘Whether the agricultural districts can spare such qua.ntlfnes of manure for the
supply of another country’s coffee plantations is dou-btful : or perhaps it would be more correct
to say that it is certain that they cannot. There is not one ounce of superfluous manure
in the country: there is in fact far from -enough, while a good deal of what we have is
wasted by reason of the ignorance in some cases and prejudices in others of native
cultivators. The manure now being exported is a serious loss to the country, for which the
few lakhs of rupees received in refurn are noadequate compensation. From Bengal also
much oil-cake is sent to Ceylon, the value of the exports in 1876-77 having reached over
Rs. 9,35,000. It may besaid with confilence that this cake had much better have been
kept in the country to feed the wretched, half starved live stock of the agricultural
community.

29. The trade with the Straifsstands on about the same level as that with Ceylon in point
of value. Between the two ports of Penang and Singapore and the principal ports in India
there is constant interchange of. goods by means of regular lines of steamers. The largest -
part of the traffic is carried by the opium stesmers which at fixed intervals ply from Caleutta
and Bombay to Hong-Kong and back, and a considerable share is taken by the coasting steamers
of the British India Steam Navigation Company which provide weekly communication between
Calcutta, Rangoon, and the Straits. A third line of steamers carries a good deal of the local
fraffic- between the Straits and the Burman ports. Besides these, other steamers, sailing
vessels, and native craft keep up frequent communication. - Singapore is, besides being the
outlet for the productions of the Settlement, admirably adapted from its geographical position
for an entrepdt, and accordingly it forms a magazine for the reception and distribution of
merchandise going to or exported from the islands of the Eastern Archipelago, Siam and.
Cochin-China, China, and Manila. ' :

The imports from the Straits in 187677, valued altogether at Rs. 93,73,415, consisted
chiefly of the following articles:

_ Ra.

Canesandrattans . . . . . . . 212,386
Drugs and medicines . . . . . .,  1,93,036
Gums and resins . . . . . . . 4,638,124,
Spirits . v e . . . . . . 1,94,778
Tin . . . v e . . . 17,49,798

Provisions . . . S . . . 3,49,5609
Silk (raw) -« e« ... 157448
Silk (manufactured) . . . . . . 8,68,300
Spices .© . . . . . . . . 2305489
Sugar . . . . . . . . . 3,39,995
Tea . . . . . . . . . 1,683,527
Tobacco .

. . . . . 2,80,111
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These articles formed nearly 80 per cent. of the whole imports. There was a general
though not great decrease of trade as compared with the previous year, but the figures are
still very much higher than in the three years preceding 1875-76. In tin there was a large
increase,

The spices imported consist mainly of betelnuts (for the Burmese) and of pepper. The
provisions are fo a great extent imported for the consumption of the Chinese resident in
Burma, who carry their peculiar tastes with them wherever they go. These people, it is be-
lieved, are very active smugglers of goods between the Straits and Indla.

Of the exports of Indian goods more than half the total value is to be ascribed to
opium. The following articles comprise the staples of the trade: ,

¢ Rs,
Opium . . . . . . . . 1,19,09,695 .
Cotton (raw) . . . : 3,89,308
Cotton (manufactured, mcludmo tmst and yarn) 4,976,590
Rice and paddy . . . . 33,67,394
Precious stones and pearls, and Jewellery . - 3,567,809
Jute manufactures . . . . . . 7,25,308
Provisions . . . . . . . e 3,52,792
Silk goods . . . . . . . . 1,25,886
Jade stone . . . . . . . 6,561,333
Wax . . . . . .. . . 6,39,014

The total value of the exports of Indian goods having amounted to Rs. 2,13,69,225, the
combined value of these ten articles was nearly 89 per cent. of the whole, and that of
opium alone came to 557 per cent. The export of rice fell off, but wheat increased a good
deal: the trade in wheat however is unimportant. Manu.factures of jute (principally in the
form of gunny bags) also declined materially, and there was a slight decrease in the value
of opium. Increases are apparent in jade stone and wax.

On the whole, the transactions of the year exhibit a decline in the export of goods of
Indian origin, as will be seen from the following figures:

Rs.
1872718 . . . . . . . . 1,6889881
187874 . . . . . . . . 17399637
187476 . . . . . . . . 1987239
187576 . . . . . . . . 24119167
187677 . . . . . . i . 21369225

Although the value of the exports did not maintain the high level of 1875-76, it was
considerably above the level of previous years.

30. The development of the export trade from India to If{aly since the opening of the
Suez Canal is worthy of attention. The import trade from that country has not increased in
the same proportion, and indeed has hardly progressed at all, for the same reason which operates
against the development of imports from France, viz., that Italy has no merchandise which
can, in the present condition of India, be largely taken by the people of this country. The
Italian imports are mostly luxuries, such as apparel, corals, beads and false pearls, brandy
marble, and silk goods. Tfaly also sends us some’ cotton twist and piece-goods, and metals,
but it is probable that these merely pass through Italy on their way from Germany. The
total value of theimports during the year was Rs 33,140,092, as compared with Rs. 41,086,493

E
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o year was & good deal in excéss of the trade of the three years

v

Rs.

' 1,12,462
Apparel . . . . ,12,
Cfrl;ls . 5:97:782 .
Cotton twist . . 2,13,412

Cotton goods . i 5,62,437 -
Beads and false pearls .* 3,47,225 -
Spirits . 2,49,782
Salt T . . 1,96,327
Silk goods ' St s . " 3,32,839

The trade of the year shews an increase in apparel, twist and yarn, and spirits, but
considerable decreases in the other articles ahove enumerated. The quantity and value of

Ttalian salt imported into India

The eiports oflnd.w.n goods f;'om India to Ttaly direct are far in excess of the imports
ce, and the increase in the trade since the opening of the Canal route is interesting. The

‘H'then

decreased by about one-half.

following figures shew the export trade since 1869-70, the year previous to the openingof the

Canal :

1869-70.,... .
1870-71 .
187172 .
187278 .
1878-74 .
187475 .
1875-176 .
. 187697 .

- %

Bs. o
8,70,151
_ - 55,59,209
S, . .1,12,93,080
985,04,006
1,31,62,414
1,10,96,491 .
1,21,74,593
1,40,86,823

%

LYy

]
-

.

- "

- ¥

The items which tend to incresse the trade are cotton (raw), Tice, wheat, shelllac, salt-

petre, teel seed, raw silk, and

sugar. These, with coffee, indigo, and raw hides, are the prin-

cipal articles of trade, as will appear from the following figures of 1876-77:

Cofice
Cotton
‘Wheat
Hides (raw)
Shell-lac
Saltpetre
Teel seed
Silk (raw)

Sugar

‘.

-

Ra.
1,00,305
79,25,062
3,08,112
. 13,22,025
1,00,147
1,31,884
7,87,204
21,58,360
4,06,413

The sum of these amounts is about 94 per cent. of the whole of the exports of Indisn
produce, the three chief articles among them being cotton, silk, and hides.

With reference to the trade in wheat, I would invite the attention of those interested to
the following remarks from a report by Her Majesty’s Consul at Genoa on the trade of
that port for 1876: “ One consequence of the high prices was that several parcels of soft
“ wheat from India were disposed of at advantageous terms, selling higher here than they

“ would in Marseilles or in 1o

ndon, namely, at 10s, 6d. per 100ibs, English, cost and freight
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“by.steamer. One of the most intelligent grain merchants here tells me that this wheat
“found ready sale and was much appreciated, and would be yet more so if the producers
“ would take more care, in preparing it for market, to separate it from the hard wheat, which
« Jetracts greatly from the appearance of the flour when it comes from the mill.”

81. Our imports from the United Stafes, as from most other countries, are not large as
compared with our exports. The total value of the imports thence and the -exports thereto

of Indian goods for the last five years was as follows :— .

. Imports. Exports.
Rs, Rs.
187293 . . . . . . 624819 9,02,56,356
187374 . . . . I . 982048 1,82,06,134
187475 . . . . . .19,04,904 2,08,49,903
1875-%6 . . . . . 20,14,693 1,77,61,061
187677 . . . . . . 17,23,708 1,89,23,358

Our principal imports from the TUnited States are grey plece-ﬂ'oods (the absolute
importance of these, however, being as yet, but small), ice, mineral oil, tobacco, and timber,
and our exports thither are indigo, turmeric, cutch, raw hides and skins, dressed skins, raw
and manufactured jute, shell-lac, saltpetre, linseed, and (this year) sugar. '

The value of the trade in each of these items is shewn below :—

Imports.
Cotton piece goods . . . . . . . 216,578
Tee . . .« . . . . . . . 868386
Mineral oil (kerosine) . . . . . . . 3,18,898
Wood and timber .. . . . . . 1,16,771
Tobacco . . . . . . . . . 84,701
Ezxports of Indian produce.
’ ' Rs.
Indico . . . . . . . . . 175,058
Turmeric . . . . . . . . . 178,196
Cutch and gambier . . S . . 8,60,007
Hides and skins, raw and dressed . . . . 36,23,672
Jute (raw) . . . . . . . 37,63,475
Jute goods, chiefly baﬂs . . . ] . . 22,08,626
Lac, shell, stick, and dye . . . . . . 9,24,096
Saltpetre . . . . . . . . . 9863157
Linseed . . . . . . . . . 40,44,924
Sugar . . . . .. ... 221,044

The five classes of articles named above under imports constituted upwards of 93 per
cent. of the whole of the year’s imports from the United States, and it is clear that the
Americans have got but little to send us with advantage. The ice which is sent to this
country is accompanied generally by a certain quantity of kerosine oil, tobacco, and apples,
which are usually sold by those who import the ice. Theimports of cotton goods hardly seem
to increase, and the same may be said of the importsof timber. The otherarticles are mostly
consumed by Europeans, and no large trade in them can be expected. Indeed if the Burman
oil wells were carefully and intelligently worked, and if the cultivation and manufacture of
Indian tobacco were diligently prosecuted, neither tobacco nor kerosine oil would be required
from America.
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: ihe ten articles named form 98 per cent. of the whole, hides,
linseeelj,njt:lntis:a?ea:lpoﬁnufactured, and indigo being t:he most imI‘)ortant. Th.e exports ttl:)
the States of raw jute are large. A large proportion conm_sts of wha,f. is cfﬂled cuiztmgs ori:f bf'l; s
being that portion of the fibre which: previous tothe pressmg.of the jute in balesis cut off from
the root end of the fibre, where it is thicker and coarser than in th.e rest of the BtEIfl. These
cuttings are heckled in the States, like flax or hemp, and made mto. the cloth‘ which covel.'s
cotton bales. Formerly the Americans took a large quantity’ of Irfdmn made cloth for this
purpose, 'but of late years the local manufacture of cloth from .cuttfmgs has to a great extex.ﬂ;
displaced these imports: The jute (not cuttings) sent to .A.Fnemca. is comparatively small in
quantity, but the quality is always of the best. It is used in the manufacture of carpets and
other articles of good quality. The export of jute goods, mostly gunny bags, assumed large
dimensions for the first time in 1876-77, owing to a demand from San Francisco which left
Dundee for the time, giving Calcutta the preference. The exports have fallen off very greatly
during the current year, the supply from Dundee having apparently been resumed. The
export of sugar in 1876-77 was due to an exceptional cause, the comparative failure of the
maple in the Northern States, and it can hardly be expegted fo continue.

82. Our trade with Austria has, like our trade with Italy, largely developed of late years
since the opening of the Suez Canal, but the increase is apparent only in the exports thither
from India. The importation of goods from Austria is of smsll and apparently diminishing
importance. The articles sent to us are cotton twist and piece-goods, aniline dyes, and paper:
their value is insignificant. The average value of the imports was for the four years previous
to 1876-77 Rs. 10,26,214, while in this year it fell to Rs. 8,74,295. '

The exports of Indian produce on the other hand amounted in the year to Rs. 1,42,71,508,
as compared with an average for the previous four years of Rs. 1,19,17,711. The princi-
pal exports are raw cotton, the value of which during the year was about 74 per cent. of
the whole exports, and indigo, which during the last three years shews an average annual
value of upwards of twenty lakhsof rupees, as compared with Rs. 53,341 in 1872-73 and
Rs. 94,524 in the following year. Hides and skins, raw jute, and tobacco, in comparatively
small quantities, are also sent to Austria.

33. The value of the imports of sugar from Mauritius fell during the year to less than a
third of the sum of 1875-76. It has before been explained in previous Reviews that the
imports of sugar from this colony into Bombay to which Presidency only it is brought,
is subject to violent fluctuation. The cause of the decline in this year appears to lie in the
great demand existing in England and France, raising prices to an extent which made ship-
ments to Bombay unprofitable. Ordinarily, the shippers for Bombay are known in the
Mauritius market as eager and active buyers, offering 'higher prices than shippers for
Europe. This year however the failure of the beetroot crop in France appears to have
raised prices to such an extent that buyers for Bombay were unable to compete.

Sugar being pretty nearly the only thing brought to India from Mauritius, a decline in
that article means a decline in the tofal value of the imports, which fell from Rs. '75,09,090
in 1875-76 to Rs. 25,383,770 in 1876-77.

There is an entry in the returns of building and engineering magterials imported from
Mauritius to the value of Rs. 35,926, but this is really stone ballast not imported as
merchandise; and though such stone has a certain money value in India for road making in

the large ports, it seems to me that no notice ought to be taken of ballast in the returns
of merchandise.

Mauritius is one of the few countries with which India carries on a regular trade in the
re-export of foreign goods. The value of such exports in the year was Rs. 3,68,192, English
Piece-goods (re-exported from Bombay) representing Rs. 2,24,316 out of this sum. .
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Of Indian produce exported, the following articles were the most important:

Rs.
Gram . . . . . . . . . 5,26,400
Rice . . . . . . . . . 58,80,443
Wheat . . . . . . . . . 3,63,722
Oats . . . . . . . . . 208,419
Pulse (dal) . . . . . . . . 8,98,872
Oils (vegetable) - .. . . . . 213,857
Provisions . . . . . . . . . 4,34,583
Saltpetre . . . . . . . . . 1,24,317
Tobacco . . . . . . . N . 1,20,888

The total value of these articles constituted 91 per cent. of the whole exports of Indian
produce, which amounted to Rs. 90,90,410. TFood-stuffs alone were nearly 81 per cent. of
the whole exports. The great bulk of our exports to Mauritius,—food-stuffs, oil, {urmeric,
provisions, apparel, cotton-goods, tobacco, opium, spices, &c.,—is required for the consumption
of the Indian coolies in the colony,

34. Imports from Arabia were in 1875-76 just under twenty-nine lakhs; this year they
are Rs. 81,36,599, the result chiefly of an increase in the value of pearls from the Persian
Gulf.

The principal articles of import are—

Rs.
Cotton, raw . . . . . . . . 1,17,011
Gums and resins . . . . . . . 2,18,300
Precious stones and pearls . - . . .. 821500
Fruits, fresh and dried . . . . . . 11,83,897
Salt . . . . . . . . . . 210,881
Shells and cowries . . . . . 1,35,426
Salted-fish, and fishmaws a.nd ﬁns . . . . 2,07,788

These articles constituted nearly 86 per cent. of the whole imports of the year. The cotton
and salt both come from Muscat, the latter being rock salt, which kind alone the Hindus,
reckoning it to be ceremonially pure, use in their religious rites. The fruits are to a large
extent wet and dry dates. :

The value of the re-exports sent to Arabia is comparatively large, having amounted last
year to 20} lakhs against something under 27 lakhs in the previous year. Most of the trade
is in English cotton goods from Bombay. The value of the re-exports of English cottons to
Arabia was in 1875-76, Rs. 17,79,078 and in 1876-77, Rs. 15,10,676.

Of other re-exports, the most important are Chinese raw silk, Mauritius sugar, and
English iron. Piece-goods, however, as the figures shew, form the bulk of the trade.

In Indian produce, the chief place is occupied by rice. Indian twist and piece-goods
also seem to be developing, and coffee, pepper, and sugar are of some importance. The trade
in all these articles for the last year is given below :

’ Rs,
Coffee . . . . ’—J . . . . 1,48,632

Cotton-twist . . . . . . . . L1877%7
Cotton piece-goods . . . . . . - 4,04,709
Oils . . . . . . . . . . 1,29,697
Rice . . . . . . . . 15,88,418
Spices (chiefly pepper) . . . . . . 2,650,163

Sugar . . . . . . . 217,249
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These articles constituted 834 per cent. of the whole e»::por’r,si rice alone being .upwards of-
46 per cent. of the whole. The total value of the export‘:s of Indian produce was, in 1875-?6, _
Rs. 48,27,173 and in 1876-717, Rs. 84,24,175. The principal decreases occm_'red in rice, which
fell off by more than seven lakhs, cotton piece-goods, wheat, and tobacco.

The export of coffee to Arabia appears to be a regular trade. I am fold that it.is sent to
Arabia both from India and Ceylon in mat bags to simulate the packing of Arabian coffee,
and that some of it is brought back to Bombay for sale as Mocha coffee. Perhaps some is
re-exported elsewhere in the same way. It is certain that Indian and Ceylon coffee is qudte

as good as much of that which is produced in Arabia.

35. A reference to our trade with Arabia would be incomplete without some remarks on
the trade with the British possession of 4den, which, though administratively subject to the
Government of India, is, for the purposes of the statistics of trade, reckoned a foreign port.
The imports from that settlement in 1875-76 and 1876-77 were valued at Rs. 11,783,968 -
and Rs. 11,60,709, respectively; but these figures do not. agree with those rendered by
Captain Hunter, Assistant Resident at Aden, who states the value for each -year (excluding
the exports to Kutch, a foreign Indian State, which is omitted from our refurns of the
jimports from Aden), at Rs. 13,10,018 and Rs. 10,07,936. The discrepancies are not recon-
cileable, but it may reasonably be assumed that our figures are more likely to be correct, as
the largest proportion of the articles imported from Aden is dutiable on arrival in India and
the goods are subject to careful examination and valuation at the Custom-houses here, while,
Aden being 2 free port, there is but scanty opportunity of effecting approximately correct
valuations there. About six-elevenths of the imports consisted of unmanufactured ivory
brought to Bombay from Zanzibar vid Aden for re-export. Of the rest of the articles
spices, gums, and cotton piece-goods ‘are the most important. To Aden we send (of foreign
goods) cotton piece-goods worth about fen times the imports thence of those articles,
raw silk, metals, hardware and cutlery, woollen piece-goods, and other articles in small
quantities; and the exports of Indian produce consist chiefly of cotton twist and piece-
goods, rice, silk goods, spices, and sugar. - Aden itself is a place which possesses neither pro-
* ducing nor manufacturing capacity, and its whole importance lies in its geographical position,
which makes it quite suitable for an entrepot. Our exports thither for the last five years are
as follow :—

A\

1872.73. 1873.74. 1874-75. 1875.76. 1876-77.
Rs. " R Rs. Rs. Rs.
Re-exports . . . 9,75,104 | 10,73477 | 12,05,672 | 10,385,986 8,786,189 .
Exports of Indian produce 24,51,944 | 25,892,107 | 26,833,590 | 22,890,643 | 22,10.283
ToraL 84,27,048 | 36,65,584 | 88,39,262 | $3,25,620 | 80,858,472

The trade shews a decline which is not compensated for by any increase in imports. The
main staple of the imports is ivory, and of this a good deal, as was pointed out last year, now
is exported direct to Europe from Aden instead of coming first to Bombay. Of the re-
exports the largest part consists of piece-goods, and these are now to an increasing extent -
brought direct to Aden from Europe instead of coming vid Bombay. In exports of Indian
produce the decrease occurs in rice (of which tolerably large quantities are sent to Aden from
Caleutta), and it would appear from Captain Hunter’s report that there was an abundant crop
of jowdriin Yemen, and that this grain was largely brought into the settlement to the
displacement of rice. Rice however, this officer says, is rapidly becoming a favourite with

the Somilis in substitution for jowsdri, Tt is satisfactory to see that Indian cottons continue

to find a good market in Aden and its neighbourhood. Twist has fallen off 2 little, but piece-
goods shew an increase. _ '

’
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The combined value of twist and piece-goods for the last five years was :—

1872-73 .+ .« < . . . Bs 922589
' 1873-74 e e e e »  13,73,542
) 1874-75 e e e e e e » 11,66,701
1875-76 e, ,» 10,29,352
1876-77 e e e e » 12,33,788

The trade with India forms only a small part of ‘the commereial transactions of Aden,
which has a considerable intercourse with the United Kingdom, Austria and France, the
Eastern Coast of Africa, other ports in Arabia, Persia, and the Straits Settlements.

In the list of arficles imported from the interior of Arabia into Aden the item kdd¢
attracts attention. The value of the imports was during the last three years on an average
about Rs. 1,03,000. This article is a plant, the Catha edulis, reputed to possess stimulating
and intoxicating properties, and therefore much in demand amongst the Arabs, to whom the
use of liquor is forbidden by their religion.- '

36. The only other country with which trade is conducted on an extensive scale is Persia.
From this counfry we receive cotton, drugs and medicines, dyeing materials (chiefly madder),
precious stones and pearls, provisions (dried fruits and salted fish), raw silk, and raw wool.
The total value of the imports last year was Rs. 36,54,034, of which more than three-fourths
were the value of- the articles named. Imports of raw cotton and of dried fruits were much
larger than in the previous year, and helped to swell the total, which is about 7} lakhs in

-excess of that of the previous year.

Exports of foreign merchandise to Persia have fallen off according to the returns, but this
is not actually the case. Previous to1875-76 the figures now recorded under the head of Persia
represented the trade with the Ports in the Persian Gulf, including therein the Arabian ports
on the western shore and the Turkish port of Bassora. This error makes it impossible to
compare the trade of 1875-76 and 1876-77 with any previous year. For these two years the
figures were :— '

1875-76 . . . . . . . Rs. 38,05,516
1876-77 . . . . . . . »  48,30,072

The bulk of the re-exports consists of English twist and cotton piece-goods, the value of
whlch in 1876-77 was Rs. 85,99,466, or about three-fourths of the whole,

The only other articles of importance are metals and sugar.

The expoﬂ;s of Indian produce were :—

18756 . . . . . . . TRs 1997951
187677 . . . . .. . ., 20,3695

The main articles are coffee, indigo, rice, and shawls, and small quantities of Indian
piece-goods. Indigo and rice are the most important,

37. The countries which form the subject of the foregoing paragraphs took, as I have said
before, about 95 per cent. of the whole trade of India, and it seems unnecessary therefore to
enter into details concerning the numerous other countries mentioned in the returns whose
trade with us is insignificant. A few brief remarks however may be made to complete this
section of the review. Taking the countries in the order in which they appear in the tables,
the following facts seem to merit notice.

88. Countries in Europe.~Our exports to Belgium shew a considerable increase in the trade
in linseed and rapeseed, to which, with wheat and cotton, the trade of the year was practically
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confined. Wheat appears for the first time in the returns of the las.'t five years as exported to
Belgium. . :

To Germany the staple export is cotton, which inereased largely during the year. . A
small quantity of rice also goes direet to Germany, but this bears only a very small proportion
to that which reaches Germany indirectly, being shipped hence to Channel ports for orders and
<hewn in our returns as sent to the United Kingdom. To Holland also the chief export is
cotton, with a small quantity of linseed. The shipments of cotton fell off, but in the cotton
trade with Holland there are often great fluctuations caused by the rates of freights, the state

of the English market, &e.

To Malta we sent during the year much larger quantities of rice and wheat, which are
almost the only exports, than usual.

The direct trade with Russia, which took a great spring in 187475 and 1875-76, a
direct trade in the export of cotton to Odessa having been established, fell again in the year
of report to a very low level, the natural consequence of course of the prolonged anticipations
of war and their ultimate realisation.

The only article sent to Spain in the year was cotton, and that in very small quantities as
compared with the previous year.

Gibraltar sends us some wine and takes in exchange a little tobacco and rice. The
prospect of a large trade in tobacco was cruelly destroyed by the active interference of Spanish
guardacostas with the contraband traders of the Rock. This year the export was less than
half what it was in 1875-76. .

With the exception of Portugal we had practically no trade with any other European
State during the year. To this country we sent some coffee worth about 83 lakhs of rupees.

39. Countries in 4frica.—The Cape of Good Hope takes some rice, to which article the
trade is pretty well confined. ' |

Our trade with the Eastern Coast of Africa is relatively important. The total import
trade of the year amounted to nearly 25 lakhs of rupees, the largest part of this sum repre-
senting the value of ivory and cloves. Re-exports thither amounted to nearly 20% lakhs, of
which over 163 lakhs was the value of English piece-goods. Of Indian piece-goods the
consumption in Eastern Africa appears to be insignificant as yet compared with that of
English goods re-exported from Bombay, but it is certainly increasing. These tracts take
from us very little besides our cotton, some food-stuffs, and metals. The total value of native
exports was only a liftle over 8 lakhs of rupees.

One of the principal articles of export to Eygpt is, strange to say, raw cotton, which was
sent thither in 1875.76 to the value of Rs. 6,74,608, and in 1876-77 Rs. 8,67,226. Itisa
very remarkable circumstance if it is true, but I apprehend that the entries are erromeous, ;
the cottoa:t having really been shipped hence to Port Said, for transshipment to some country
in Europe.®, Indigo, rice, gunny bags, and linseed are sent in tolerably large quantities to

Egypt. The bags are a new trade, which may be expected to increase.

With Madagascar, Natal, Réunion, 8t. Helena, and other countries in Africa, we have -
hardly any trade, except in rice and wheat to Réunion.

40. América.—Except with South America, whither we have sent rice for the last two
years to the average annual value of nearly 17 lakhs of rupees, and the West Indies, which
take the same article to the value of about 8 or 9 lakhs, we have no trade worth mentioning

» J— = . -
Nora.—I havo since nssertnined that thia is netually the case for some portion at least of the shipments, which were intended ultimately

» for London mnd Li .
e ultimate dmﬁ‘n"::il;:‘_’" In the same way goods are sent to Gibraltar, Malta, and the ports of the English Channel for ordecs” as o
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with any part of the American Continent other than the United States, the trade with which
has already been described, |

41. In Asia our trade with countries other than those already mentioned is of the smallest
account. To Japan we send a little cotton twist (an increasing trade however); to Jave
some rice, saltpetre, and a few gunny bags; to the Maldives a little rice in exchange for
cocoanuts, coir, and cowries ; 1o Mekran and Sonmiani some piece-goods (English and native),
receiving thence raw wool, ghee, and salted fish, In 1875-76 a considerable quantity of
rapeseed was imported into Sind from this coast, but there was very little in 1876-77. The
Collector of Customs at Kurrachee says that native merchants find it more profitable to
bring the seed to Kurrachee overland from Lus Beyls on camels instead of sending it, as
- formerly, on camels from TLus Beyla to Sonmiani, and thence by sea in country eraft to
Kurrachee. The trade with this coast is practically coasting trade. From Siam we get some
timber and tin, and send rice and opium in exchange ; from Sumatra we get betelnuts, but we
seem to have mothing in particular to send thither. Turkey in Asia sends us a considerable
quantity of dried fruit and (during the last two years) some wheat. The whole value of the
imports was a little over 13 lakhs, being about 3} lakhs less than in the previous year. We
sent to Asiatic Turkey last year nearly 19 lakhs of foreign goods, of which 15 lakhs represent
the value of Manchester cottons, and we also send some Mauritius sugar. The trade returns
under the head of Turkey in Asia are imperfect, much of the trade previous to the year
1875-76 having been recorded as trade with the Persian Gulf, and there are no means of
comparing statistics except for the last two years. - These shew that the re-exports from India
have declined, and. though the decline may be immediately due. to temporary causes, it is
probable that the establishment of direct steam communication between Bassora and Aden
has created a tendency towards the diversion of the entrepét trade from Bombay. ‘Of Indian
goods the exports are less than the value of re-exports coffee and indigo are the two articles
which compnse the bulk of the trade.

‘Wit the rest of the countries in Asia it may be said briefly that we have no trade,

except perhaps with Cochin-China. From this country, during the scarcity in Behar three
years ago, the Government imported large quantities. of rice, and now again to meet the
demands of the famished in Madras we have had an import of about 42,000 cwt., but in
ordinary seasons India does not require or receive a pound of rice from Saigon.

42. From .Austmlm we receive horses—said fo he to a great extent ¢ screws’—and copper.
The horses come to the country in tolerably large numbers, the annual average being 2,377
during the last three years, and the trade seems to have become permanent. The copper is
nearly all unwrought. This trade also is steady and apparently permanent. We send to
Australis, rice, though not in large quantities, and gunny bags. The trade in bags toock a .
great start in 1875-76, and the exports of the year under review maintained the level of the
previous year. During the first six months of the present year there has been only a slight
diminution which may perhaps change into an increase before the end of the year. There isa
large demand for wool-packs in Australia, and Calcutta is competent to meet the demand
satisfactorily. Our trade with Australia in tea and coffee also seems capable of devélopment.

/
43. Trade vid the Suez Canal.—The value of the trade to and from India which took
this route was Rs. 60,24,32,696 as compared with Rs. 52,64,08,666 in the year previous
Imports into India especially manifest a constantly increasing tendency to take this channel.

This ends the record of the trade of India during the year 1876-77 with the various
countries of the world.

- IMPORT TRADE,

44. Lookire at the totals of Indian trade, it will be found that year after year the exports

from this country are far in excess of the imports into it. The following table shews the
a
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i t five jears, the figures including all import
rts over imports for each of the 1:.15 the : -
3: iﬁ:ia:lfdli)s: and treasure and exports of foreign goods, Indian goods, and treasure :—

Year. Imports. Exports. - | Excess of Exports. -
X Rs. Rs. . Ras.

' .| s5,09,96,544 56,51,09,740 21,48,06,196

187278 . .-t T D] 87,48,10,308 56,83,98,672 19,41,88.264
1878-14 .- m T T | 48,78,68,088 57,90,49,819 15,11,86,751
1874-18 .-ttt 0| 49,41,83,906 60,17,32,688 17,75,98,782
L LU UL} ess0sne6 | 649130418 18,10.97 472
Torst . | 2,04,4536,792 | 2,96,84,14,287 91,88,77,445

The average annual excess of exports over imports during these five years has been
Rs. 18,37,75,489.

45. The follov;ving table shews the progress of the iniports for the past five years, under
the two heads of merchandise and treasure :— .

Merchandise. Treasure.
Ra. Ras.
1872-73 . . . . 80,47,30,694. 4,55,65,850
1873-74 . . . . 31,62,84,972 £,79,25,336.
1874-75 . . . . 84,64,52,622. 8,14,10,466
1876-76 K v . 87,11,26,682 5,30,07,224
1876-77 . K . . 35,36,71,766 11,43,61,180

" Merchandise fell off by Bs. 1,74,564,916, or 47 per cent. as compared with 1875-76, but
as compared with the average of the transactions of the previous four years there was an.
. increase of Ras. 1,90,23,024, or 5-68 per cent. - .

The imports of freasure on the other hand were more than double those of the preceding
year, having exceeded them by Rs. 6,13,63,956, or 115'74 per cent. The excess over the
average of the four previous years amounts to Rs. 5,48,83,961, or 92-27 per cent.

46. The diminution in the imports of merchandise and the great increase in the value
of treasure were the patural and direct result, anficipated in last year’s review, of the state of
exchange between India and England consequent on the depreciation in the price of silver.
The same cause influenced the export trade, in which we find a very large increase in the
exports of goods and a great flow of gold out of the country, while silver was flowing in.
The influx of silver to pay for the increased exports of merchandise and the outward flow
of gold helped materially to raise the price of silver in the London. market and to restore
the rate of exchange to a comparatively high level. During the present year, for the first
six months of which the accounts have been published, the imports of merchandise and
treasure have both largely increased (the demand for the famine-stricken districts having
largely influenced the inflow of silver), and there is also a considerable rise in the value of
merchandise exported, while comparatively very much less treasure has left the country than
in 1876-77. During the first six months of 1876-77 the imports of gold were only 50} lakhs
of rupees, while the exports were about double that sum (101 lakhs); in-the corresponding
period of this year the imports of gold have amounted to 88 lakhs and the exports to only
68} lakhs. The flow of gold from the country has therefore been stopped and the normal
course of the metal, which is o the country, has been resamed. If exchange maintains its
present level, ‘or goes higher, the end of the year will see a more rapid re-adjustment of the
usual conditions of Indian trade, which are & large excess of exports over imports of mer-

chandise‘anq a large excess of imports over exports of gold and silver, specially manifest in
gold, which is generally at 5 premium in India,
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. 41. Of the total imports of the year (merchandise and treasure) the United Kingdom sent
us upwards of 80 per cent., Italy, China, and the Straits being next in importance as shippers
of goods and the precious meta.ls to this country. The figures of 1mp0rts for the year for
these countries are : o -

United Kingdom : Rs.
Merchandise . . . . . . . 29,%5,24,438

Treasure . . . . . . . 7 ,78,5_9,435

—

Total . . . . . 81,5383868

Ttaly : . '
' Merchandise . . . . . . . . 33,40,092
Treasure . . . . . .7« 1,08,17,700

Total . . . . . 13657792

China : .
Merchandise . . . . . . . 1,10,98,5693
Treasure . . . . . . . . 10165009
Total . . . . . 21263602

Straits :
Merchandise . . . . . . 93,73,415

Treasure . . c e . . .. 10,783,564

Total . . . . . 1,04,46,569

The imports from these four countries are nearly 90 per cent. of the whole of the imports

of the year. The imports of freasure from Italy increased enormously, having amounted
to 103 lakhs against less than 12 lakhs in the previous year. The imports. of treasure from

China on the other hand (the metal being mostly gold) fell off materially. From the United

Kingdom and the Straits imports of merchandise always very largely exceed the imports of

treasure.

48, 'W1th the exception of the Eastern Coast of Africa, Arabia, Persia, and Ceylon, the
imperts of merchandise from nearly all other countries shew a material decrease as compared
with the figures of 1875-76. The value of the imports from the United Kingdom, which
has 84 per cent. of the whole trade, fell off by about 76} lakhs of rupees, or 2} per cent.,. this
decrease accounting for nearly half of the whole decline of tlie year. In imports from Mauri..
tius there was a decrease of nearly 50 lakhs (all in sugar), and from China of nearly 41 lakhs.
The decreases it other countries are not material, nor was there any remarkable increase in
any case. The decrease was distributed over every provinee in India, except British Burma,

- which imported 217 lakhs worth of goods as compared with 163 lakhs in the year 1875.76.
A large proportion of the goods imported into Burma passes. up to Independent Burma and
‘thence into the Shan States and Western China. Such goods are charged with an import
duty of 1 per cent. ad valorem only. The trade has considerably increased of late years, the
value of the goods declared for Upper Burma having been, in

; Rs.

1871.72 e« .« ... . 8321030
1872-73 e e e e e .o 4820,470
1873.74 e e oo o .. 4810,990
1874-75 .« .« . . . . 8085170
1875-76 e L L ... 49,56,9500

1876-77 e e e .. .L. 4885871
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49, The principal decreases in imports of merchandise oc'cm‘ under .the heads of. Apparel,
arms and ammunition, works of art, cabinet-ware and furniture, carriages and carts, clocks J
and watches, corals, cotton twist, and grey and coloured piece-goods, dyeing materials, such
" as cochineal; fireworks, glass and glassware, gums and resins, hardware and cutlery, ices
musical instruments, lac, leather goods, wines and liqueurs, machinery and millwork, quick-
silver, paints and colours, perfumery, provisions, salt, silk, raw and manufactured, sugar, tea,
umbrellas, wood, and woollen piece goods.

~

With few exceptions, the items in this long list of articles, the value in the trade of
which shews s decline in the year, consist of Iuzuries or quasi-luxuries, the consumption of
which was necessarily restriéted during a year of unfavourable exchange and consequently
increased prices. Of the exceptions more particular mention will be made presently.

50, The articles in which an increase in the trade is manifest are: agricultural imple.
ments, animals, books, building materials, candles, coal, coffee, cordage and rope, corks,
cotton, white eotton piece-goods, drugs and medicines, earthenware and porcelain, linen goods,
fruits and vegetables, grain and pulse, ivory, precious stones and pearls (unset), beer and
spirits, matches, copper, iron, lead, steel, tin, and Zine, bils, ‘paper, railway plant and rolling-

. stock, soap, spices (betelnuts and pepper), tobiacco, and Wwax. - ' .

61. Apparel.—The valué of the imports mairtains & high level on the average,a consi-
derable proportion of the imports being millinery of an expensive kind. There are also in-
creasing imports by post, but these hardly yet affect very materially the import through the
Custom-houses. 'We have ng accurate record at present however of the imports by post.

The imports decreased by nearly 15 per cent., having fallen from over 613 lakhs to Iess
than 52§ lakhs. The average annual value of the imports in the four years preceding 1876-77
was Rs. 60,39,739. About three-fifths of the imports come from the United Kingdom,
and the largest part of the balance from France and Ifaly.

52. Books shew a small increase, the value of the imports having risen from
Rs. 10,35,983 to nearly 10% lakhs. Candles also increased by mearly a lakh of rupees.
About half the whole number of candles imported into India is taken either direct or vid
Calcutta to.Burma, where they are largely used in the pagodas.
~ 53. Coal.—The imports are as follow for the last five years:

_ Tors. Rs. .
187273 . . . . . . 824638 4979417
187374 . . . . . . 850908 74,00,263
87475 . . . . . . 856997 68,04,627 -
187576 . . . . . . 883429 . 66,55,352
187677 . . . . . . 519,749 93,17,105

A'recovery of the market from the dull and depressed conditioninto which it had fallen in
1875-76, and a larger output of coal in the United Kingdom, induced considerable shipments
during the year, which have heen continued during the present year, -owing to the large
quantities required by the greatly increased steam tonnage plying between Calcutta and Madras
with rice and other food-grains, and the abnormal traffic on the railway lines in carrying goods
into the famine-stricken tracts. Out of the total imports about 350,000 tons were landed in
Bombay. Some portion of the incrensed trade was due, the Commissioner of Customs there
says, to speculation caused by anticipations of war and consequent increase in the rates of
freight. The Bombay cotton mills will of course always be large consumers of English coal.

cottoaé' Cotton, mw;—l'l‘he short stapled fibre of Asia is imported free of duty, non-Asiatic
n (such as Egyptian or American) being subject since Angust 1875, to an import duty
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of 5 per cent. ad zalorem. Of the former kind the importis tolerably large, having averaged
over 21,000 cwt. in the four years ending with 1875-76, and nearly 40,000 cwt. in the year
1876-77. The bulk of the imports comes from Persia, most of the remainder being imported
from Arabia and the Mekran coast, and almost all is landed in Bombay, where it is used in
the mills. The value of the total imports last year was Rs. 8,39,499.

Of non-Asiatic cotton (mostly Egyptian) the imports are quite insignificant, having
averaged only about 115 ewt. during the last three years. This cotton would be imported
only for the purpose of making the finer fabrics, but the Indian milis as yet confine them-
selves to the production of coarse twist and piece-goods.

56. Cotton twist and yarn.—The imports for the last five years are as follow :—

Tbs. Rs.
1872-73 . . . . 31,689,441 2,62,82,958
1873-74 . . . . 30,578,815 2,62,89,588
1874-75 . . . . 37,097,260 3,15,77,795
© 1875-76 . . . . 31,927,340 2,79,47,692
1876-77 . . . . 33,270,208 2,73,35,136

The average price per pound in each of these five years, according to the declarations
of importers, was in—

1872-73 . .. . . . . 132 annas
1873-74 . . . . . . . 13-7 ”»
187475 . . . . . . . . 136 ,
187576 . . . . . . . . 140
1876-77 . . . . . e . 131 s

To the end of 1874-75 the values declared were based on the tariff valuations. Since
then the actual values have been declared. They shew a material fall in price in 1876-77 as
compared with the previous year, and this fall has been accentuated in the current year, the
declared values giving, on largely increased quantities, an average price of only 12:6 annas
per pound. Cotton twist and piece-goods have had to face a falling market ever since the first
apprehensions of the immediate occurrence of famine in November 1876. All goods of this
class have been for months difficult of sale except at reduced prices, and even at lower prices
the quantities sold have been much below the average. In Bombay English twist has to
compete with that made locally, the latter being so much liked by buyers and consumers that
sometimes local makes of yarns have sold for higher prices than similar qualities of English
yarns. The rise in exchange also for a time caused a decline in the demand for English
cotton manufactures. Notwithstanding the state of the market and the destitute condition
of large parts of the country, merchants in India kept on sending home large orders, the
prompt execution of which in Manchester added to the stocks in a market already overstocked,
and of course a heavy fall in prices was the inevitable result.

The accounts of the year shew a deerease in the imports into Madras alone, these having
tallen from 10,687,228b. to 9,698,5801b. in 1876-77, a decrease of nearly a million pounds.
In the other provinces the imports of twist exceeded those of 1875-76 considerably. Sind alone
has a small decrease to shew, but this province receives hardly any twist direct, its supplies
being obtained vid Bombay.

66. Cotfon picce-goods.

Grey piece-goods exhibit a further decrease in 1876-77 following on the decrease recorded
in 1875-76. 'The figures for the two years are as follow :

Yards, Rs.
875-76 . . . . 856,634,622 . . 10,63,97,122
18 76-77 . . . . 810,605,329 . . 10,12,562,587
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The values recorded denote a reduction in the average price per yard as well as i the
actual quantity imported.

White piece-goods were imported in larger quantities in 1876-77 than in the preceding

year: Yards. Rs.
1875-76 . 174,290,998 92,68,77,064
1876-77 . 193,453,866 2,88,75,346

Under this head there is a considerable increase in quantity and value, but the average prices
per yard declined, as in the case of grey goods.

Coloured piece-goods fell off, in quantity as well as in value:

Yards. Rs.
1875-76 . 155,208,307 - 2,83,72,506
1876-77 . 152,240,661 2,70,98,200

Prices of this class of goods also shewed a decline, as in the case of the other two classes of
piece-goods.

The total quantity of all three classes of goods imported in the year amounted to
1,186,299,856 yards as compared with 1,186,038,927 yards in 1875-76, there being a slight,
almost imperceptible, increase of 265,929 yards, or 0022 per cent., an increase which was not
warranted by the condition of the trade and of the people, who, as a matter of fact, had far
less consuming capacity in 1876-77 than in 1875-76. The consequences of maintaining a high
level of imports in the face of a languishing demand without any visible prospect of speedy
revival, were seen not only ina general reduction of prices and in the difficulty of disposing

" of the goods even at lower prices, but also in increased re-exports to foreign countries. These
were raised from 51,023,222 yards to 56,340,516 yards in 1876-77. Deducting these re-exports
from the imports, the quantities remaining in India at the end of the year 1876-77 stood at

1,129,959,340 yards as compared with 1,135,010,705 yards in 1875-76, being a reduction of
5,051,365 yards, or 0'44 per cent,

The total values fell from the sum of Rs. 16,16,46,692 in 1875-76 to Rs. 15,72,26,133 in
1876-77, being a reduction of Rs. 44,20,559, or 2'75 per cent.

The provincial distribution of the most important heads of the cotton goods trade during
the two years was as follows: '

P . : Grey piece. 'Whibe picce. Coloured piece-
BOVINCE Twis. goods. goods. goods? *

Tbs. Yds.
Bexaan f1875-76 . 12,103,884 | 580,765,587 | 111,028,292 85,208,594
1876-77 12,551,349 | 542,649,327 | 113,905,228 77,265,303
Bouzax %375-76 7,293,637 | 215,130,444 53,642,387 54,171,299
876-71 8,183,168 | 237,007,065 58,198 863 53,445,459
Sum ig;g;g 22,808 2,605,374 65,918 903,828
- 9,143 2,302,988 4,747 424,760
Mapaas Hg;g;g 10,687,228 | 51,845,919 4,205,929 10,849,174
- 9,608,580 49,485,516 4,432,577 13,351,090

Bammise  { 1875.78 © 1,819,788

819, 6,187,208 - 5,353,474 4,080,412
Bunma | 1876-77 2,827,078 9,160,433 16,912,416 7,754,049
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The average of the nett imports during the two years would give, in a population of 241
millions {(which is about that of the whole of India), a consumption of less than five yards of
piece-goods per head of the population, worth about 12 annas at most. Some deduction must
be made from these figures for re-exports by land to countries on the Indian frontier, but what
the deduction should be exactly cannot be stated, the statistics being defective. 8o much can
be said however that the deduction must be quite trifiing. Onthe other hand the consumption
of Indian-made picece goods, mill-worked and hand-woven, must be taken into account.
These statistics are also defective, and so far as the products: of the hand-looms working in
the rural districts are concerned, it will never be possible to obtain statistics. Probably
however to the average consumption of English piece-goods may be added 30 per cent. on
account of native-made cloth, the total consumption being between 6} and 7 yards of cloth,
worth (including customs duties and retail profits to traders) to the wearer rather more than
one rupee. The total annual consumption might be set down at, say, 1,650 millions of yards,
worth about 270 millions of rupees, being at the rate of little less than two annas and eight
pie per yard.

T propose to enter more fully into this question of the consumption of piece-goods in a
separate report on the Indian cotton trade which is now under preparation.

Apart from twist and piece-godds, the other kinds of cotton goods imported are of no
particular importance. The values of the imports are here contrasted for the years 1875-76
and 1876-77 :—

1875-76. 15876-717.
.. Rs. Rs,
Handkerchiefs and shawls in the piece . 9,16,754 10,27,067

Other sorts of piece-goods . . . . . 31,169 40,845

Lace and patent net 4,18,962 3,37,329
Hosiery, pure and mixed 4,57,176 4,65,158
Thread, sewing = . . . . . 9,99,536 6,060,862
Canvas . . . . . . . . 4,405 4,083
Other sorts . . . . . . . . 27,427 1,55,714

ToTAL . . 28,55,429 '26,91,058

The total value of cotton twist and manufactures imported during the last five years
was as follows :—

Twist. Manufactares. . Total.
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1872-73 2,62,82,968 14,60,59,526 17,2342,484
1873-74 2,62,89,588 15,15,56,660 17,78,46,248
1874-75 3,15,17,795 16,26,35,602 19,42,13,397
1875-76 2,79,47,692 16,45,02,121 19,24,49 813
1876-77 2,73,35,136 15,99,17,191 18,72,52,327
Average of time five years 9,78,86,634 15,69,34,220 18,48,20,851

The imports of twist and manufactures of cotton during the year were 52:04 per cent. of
the whole imports of foreign goods into India.

5Y7. The imports of drugs and medicines slightly increased on the whole, those of quinine
showing a substantial increase both in quantity and value, though the imports are still abso-
lutely small. At the present moment stocks of quinine in India have been reduced so low
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that the drug is selling at Rs. 20 the ounce, the ordinary price being from 6 to 8 rupees.-
The use of the chinchona alkaloid now manufactured in Caleutta from the bark
produced on the Government plantations near Darjeeling is spreading, but harc}ly_to‘ the
extent justified by its merits and low cost. However, there are good grounds for believing that
the qualities of the drug are being more and more appreciated and that before long the de-
rand will overreach the supply.

Dyeing and colouring materials have fallen off very considerably, owing to a large reduc-
tion in the quantity of cochineal imported.

58. The import of raw flaz is very small. Linen goodsare imported to a larger extent,
canvas being principally in demand. The total imports of the year were valued at Rs. 9,58,431
against Rs. 8,69,222 in 1875-76. A flax mill, started by an enterprising firm, is now at work
in Calcutta on the limited liability principle, but its chief manufactures consist of rope, twine,
and canvas from the sunn hemp (Crotalaria juncea). Theagents of the mill state that they
have succeeded in working up good fibre from the stalks of the flax grownin India, and
they propose to continue operations in this direction. If the experiment (foras yet the opera-
tions have not passed the experimental stage) should prove successful, a new and important
industry will have been created in India. Hitherto the stalks of the Indian flax plant (which
is grown only for its seed) have been wasted, the cultivator either throwing them away,
burning them, or putting them on his land as manure. Messrs. Macallisterand Company, the
agents of the mill in question, state that they find a price of from eight to twelve annas the
maund a sufficient inducement to the cultivator to bring the stalks to the flax factory in the
condition required for manufacture. This is a low price which would not admit of the tran-
sit of the stalks to any mill situated a long way from the place of production, but if mills are
started in the linseed-producing districts the economic results of the experiments, which so
farare stated to have been a complete success, may be of great importance.

59. India possesses many other fibre-producing plants, which are still almost wholly neg-
lected, though actual trial has proved that the fibre obtained by them is of high value. Amongst
_ these the foremost places are occupied by the rhea ( Békmeria nivea), Manila hemp (Musa tex-

tilis), and what is commonly called the aloe (4gave Americane). Rhea is certainly the queen
of all vegetable fibres, far surpassing them all in lustre, 'silkiness, strength, and durability.
The plant (which is one of the nettle family) flourishes in India wherever it can get good
soil and plenty of water. It is indigenous in Assam and parts of Burma and Bengal, and its
cultivation in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab (in the Doon, at Saharunpore,
and in the Kangra Valley) has been attended with the completest success. But up to this
time the fibre is practically unutilised, the cost of its production by hand labour being prohibi-
tive of its general use. Five years ago the Government of India offered alarge reward for the
invention of a machine adapted for the treatment of the fibre, but the offer tempted only
one competitor whose machine was imperfect. The offer has now been renewed, the conditions
attached to it being on this occasion more favourable to competitors, and it is to be hoped that
the trials which will be held at Saharunpore in August 1879 will solve the problem and give
to industry a machine which will enable textile manufacturers in Europe and elsewhere to
provide themselves at reasonable rates with large quantities of this most excellent fibre,

.Mzu?ila hemp is well known to commerce as a material from which rope of the best
quality is made. India imports a good deal of this hemp, both raw and manufactured,

although the plant grows in this country, and is abundant in some places. No attempt as yet
seems to have been made to develope this product.

- The Agave again is a plant which occurs all over India, growing freely in most places
with very little aitention. The fibre produced from this plant and from an allied species
(Fou.r croya giganfea) also common in India, is well known to possess most useful qualities, but
nothing has been done to introduce it into commerce. Recently the Government of India



(33 )

drew attention in a circular addressed to local Governments to both the Agave and the Musa ,
tewtilis, and it is to be hoped that the subject may not be allowed to drop. In other coun-
tries the value of the Agave is not neglected. For instance, in a recent report addressed by
the Ttalian Consul in the island of Mauritius to his Government, that functionary writes :

“ Les feuilles de cette belle plante, qui eroit chez nous sans soins et sans culture spéciale,
fournissent des fibres trés estimées dans I'industrie et la marine, qui les emploient sous
différentes formes et principalement comme cordages, & cause de leur force et de leur légéreté.
Ces avantages reconnus et publiés par des autorités compétentes des marines de guerre et
de commerce d’Angleterre et de France, out donné i I'extraction de ces filuments une telle
extension que déji sa culture se fait sur une grande échelle et que des usines spéciales fone-
tionnent avec suceés et marchent sensiblement au progreés et au développement.”

Out of the long list of Indian fibrous plants, not more than half a dozen,—such as
Crotalaria juncea, Hibiscus cannabinus, the cocoanut-palm—may be said to be commercially
known. The others are used to a small extent locally or are neglected altogether.

60. The importation of glass and glassware has fallen considerably below the level of the
previous year, the value of the imports being only a little over 28 lakhs of rupees against
nearly 35 lakbs, The reduction is spread over most heads of this item, but is specially
manifest in beads and false pearls, and what is called * other ware ” in the returns, including
lamps of all kinds, table services, flower-holders, and such like decorative articles. Itis not
probable that the glass manufactory started in the Bombay Presidency, of which I wrote in
the review of the trade of 1875-76, has as yet had any effect on the import trade. I have no
particulars however of the working of this new indusfry in Bombay. From recent notices -
in the public journals it appears that the manager of a brewery in the Punjab has commenced
the manufacture of bottles at Rawal Pindi under competent European supervision. The
Punjab is well adapted to the successful manufacture of soap and glass, the materials for

which abound in the Provinece.

61. Thé returns of the imports of grain and pulse have been much affected by the condition
of the country. In the four years ending 1875-76 the average annual value of the imports was
under 2 lakh and a half, and this average was swelled by an unusually large import in
1874-75, the year of the drought in Behar. In 1876-77 the imports were valued at
Rs. 13,13,700, representing a quantity of 282,000 cwt., the greatest part of which
was rice. The figures for the years previous to 1876-77 do not include the imports on
account of Government, which were very large in the two years 1873-74 and 1874.-75,
having been valued at Rs. 19,85,889 and Rs. 31,88,692 respectively. In those years
private trade in the import of rice was employed mostly on account of the Government and
very little came to the country at the risk of private speculators. In 1876-77 none of the
grain imported was on accourt of Government, and the activity of private trade which was
commenced in 1876-77 has continued in the current year, the imports for the first six months

"of the year being 518,235 cwt., valued at Rs. 24,81,389. Enormous quantities of food-
grains have also becn thrown into the distressed districts from the ports of Bengal and
Burma, but these will be noticed in detail in the section allotted to the coasting trade.. Of
the total quantity imported in 1876-77, 152,630 cwts. were landed at Madras ports and
106,987 cwt. in the Bombay Presidency. Madras took almost all the rice imported, most of
which came from Ceylon and Saigon, and Bombay most of the wheat and other grains, of which

great part came from Turkey in Asia.
62. Imports of kardware and cutlery (including plated ware) fell from 47% lakhs of rupees

to 44 lakhs, a reduction of 3} lakhs. Ice also fell off, the quantity being 243,341 cwt. against
261,400 cwt., much to the discomfort of the people of Bombay, who were sufferers by the

failure of the Tudor Company to keep up a sufficient supply.

1
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63. I vory (unmanufactured) again shews s considerable increase in value attended by a
decrease in the quantity imported. The trade for the last five years has been as follows :

. - : ‘ Tbs. g Rs.

.1872.73 .. . . . . . 68185 14,39,224
1873-74 . . . . . . . 8bb188 . 18,53,499
1874-75 . i . . . .. . pb7214 12,11,617
’%B6 . . . . . .. . b68588 22,092,471
187677 . . . -« .. b48797 24,15,5614

The causes of this condition of the trade have been sufﬁclently noticed in prevmus -
reviews : they still exist.

64. In jewellery an increase is recorded the value of the 1mports having risen from
Rs. 17,68,309 to Rs. 19,77,663. The increase is due to a larger import than in the three
_ previous years of pearls from the Persian Gulf, where the fisheries during the year were

successful. Jewellery (other than pearls) and plate both declined in value. .

65. In liguors on the whole there was a con31dera.ble decrease in both quantity and value
which for the last five years were:

Gallons. _ Rs.
18728 . . . . . . . 2852936 14292437
187874 . . . . . . . 2,589,212 1,30,27,090
187475 . . . . . . . 2721,608 1,38,02,864 -
187576 . . . . . . . 2438493 1,39,21,274
87677 . . . . . . . 23078786 1,30,35,920

Under the head of Ale, beer, and porter a very small increase appears, the imports having
risen from 1,143,157 gallons to 1,176,922 gallons, but these quantities are far below those of
the three years preceding 1875-76, when they averaged 1,484,513 gallons annua.]ly There
can be no doubt that the excellent beer brewed in the Himalayas has very largely displaced '
English beer in the hill stations and in many of the stations of the plains within easy reach
of the hills. Hill beer can be sold at a profit as low down as Allahabad at rates which are
lower than those at which English imported beer can be laid down in those stations, but
it is now threatened with competition by the.inventors of an article called concentrated
beer, who have established a place of business at Allahabad. The article is in fact beer which
in England is subjected to somewhat less fermentation than beer intended for immediate
consumption. . It is condensed, most of the water being given off in evaporation, and is then,
in a semi-solid state, packed in tins for export. On reaching this country water is added to
it and the incomplete fermentation is completed, when it is fit to drink, being, it is said, in
every respect as good and as palatable as beer which goes through the ordinary processes.
The inventors claim that they save in freight and incur no risk of breakage of bottles in
transit, and that the consumer is always sure of having his beer fresh and good, and these are
substantial advantages in favour of the new beer.

Spirits shew a great decrease in quantity :

: Gallons. . Rs
1872.73 .« « ..« . 123,609 55,38,838
187374 - -« v .. .. 608824 - 48,85,971
1874-75 -« « . . . .. 674,987 55,38,329
1875-76 e e e e NO04,874 60,34,761
' 1876-77 ... 654,527 62,21,840

But values have risen considerably, the average price shewing an increase of about one rupee
a gallon, a result which is partly attributable to increased prices charged by importers to
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Tecoup their losses on exchange and partly to the increased rates of duty which in August
1875 were raised by one rupee a gallon.

Wines and ligueurs have fallen both in quantity and value:

Lo Gallons. ) Rs. ‘
'1872-73 S .. ... 9283l 50,92,850
1873-74 -« .7 ... 545,043 417,455,604
1874-75 e« L ..., B64921 T 47,46,951
18776 . . . . . . . b75396 51,60,694
187677 . . . . . . 464,242 40,69,755

_ The recorded values indicated a slight decline in price, which may be owing to the
increased consumption of light clarets in supersession of the more expensive sparkling wines
and wines of Spain and Portugal.

. 66. Machinery and millwork.—A. decline in the value of these items occurred during the
year, following on the conmdera.ble importations of the previous year. The values for the
five years are— '

. . . - Ras,
1872-73 T 2 X B L
187374 . . . . . ... 1,0023470
8747 - . . . . . . . . 11859433

187576 . . . . . . . . . 1,39,16,668
1876-77 .. . . . . . « . . 8823734

This very large decrease of nearly 51 lakhs of rupees is not altogether an actual decrease,
for in Bengal the greatest part of the decrease of 23 lakhs of rupees recorded in that province
is attributable to an error in classification, steam-engines for railways having been - in 1875-76
classed under this head. In Bombay the decrease, which amounts to about 26 lakhs, is
assigned by the local authorities to a decline in local requirements. This no doubtis the case;
but in Bombay also an increase in railway plant of about 10 lakhs of rupees is noticed,
part of which may be the result of & mistake similar to that which was made in the Caleutta
Custom-house. The actual decreasein the imports of machinery may perhaps be taken
to be not more than 20 or 21 lakhs of rupees. In the first half of the current year there i is &
" further decrease of more than six lakhs of rupees.

LY

67. The value of our imports of manures is represented by the miserable sum of
Rs. 29,479, and on the other hand we exported nearly 18,000 tons worth Rs. 5,32,621, besides
oil cake (not separately specified in the returns) to the value of about nine lakhs of rupees.
These figures have a regrettable significance to those who are acquainted with the agricultural -
condition of India. I have elsewhere (paragraph 28) made some remarks on this subject.

68. The import of mefals rose from 124,404 tons (2,488,094 cwt.), valued at
Rs. 3,23,34,601, in 1875-76, to 140,914 tons (2,818,281 cwt.), valued at Rs. 3,56,14,078, in
1876-77. The metal most largely brought to India is irom, chiefly wrought, as in bars,
. angles, bolts and rods, sheets and plates, hoops, and galvanised iron. In other forms the
imports of iron are comparatively of small importance. The total imports of all kinds in the

two years were:

Rs.

187576 . . . . cwt. 2,023,846 1,42,45,978
: (tons 101,192)

187677 . . -~ . cwt 2,251,193 1,52,84,057

(tons 112,559)
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The quantity of iron imported during the year represented nearly 80 per' cent. of 1-;h'e
whole quantity of metals imported into the country. In 1875-76 the proportion was 81-34
per cent. The imports ordinarily do pot represent less t}mn 80 per cent. of all the metals
received in India from foreign countries. England supplies us with about 99 per cent. of the
whole tiuantity of iron imported. | .

The other most important metals received are copper, zine, and steel, the trade in which
for the two years 1875-76 and 1876-77 was as follows: '

© 1875-76.  1878-77.

ewt. 236,016 ewt. 272,353

Copper  + - - 1Rs.1,20,75,001 - Rs.1,39,81,017
Yine _ geowt. 59,118 cwt. ' 96,593
cT . {BRs. 8,26,513 Rs. '14,37,198
Steel . cwt. 82,166 . cwt 108,642
) Rs. 8,89,961 - Rs. 11,22,445

Copper is received mostly in the form of cakes, tiles, and ingots, yellow metal for. the
sheathing of ships’ bottoms, and sheets. Zine is also received mostly in unmanufactured
form. These metals are largely employed in the country in conjunction with fin (the imports
of which in the two years were 36,159 cwt. and 37,296 cwt. respectively) in the manufacture
of brass and bronze. '

00pper; zinc, and steel are received almost exclusivély from the United Kingdom, while
most of the tin is. imported from the Straits. - S

( Of other metals the imports. are relatively of small importance.

69. The imports of Pa@er shew an increase in value of about 1} lakhs, having risen from
Rs. 27,01,269 to Rs. 28,25,308, but they are still below the level of the two years previous
to 1875‘76- : ’ '

%0. Provisions decreased very much, especially in Bengal, the decrease occurring chiefly
under the heading ¢ Other sorts,” in which are included what are called oilmans’ stores, and

French and English tinned provisions. These are a large import into this country, the trade -

being dependent on European consumption, which was certainly affected, as in various other
articles, by the unfavourable state of exchange and the rise in prices which ensued thereon.

L. Railway plant and rolling stock increased from Rs. 59,97,696 to Rs. 69,19,076, the
increase falling under the head of materials for construction. It would seem that some
portion of the increase is only nominal, some ifems which should have been included under this.
head having in 1875-76 been included under Machinery. : '

72. Salt.—Imports fell from 365,251 tons, valued at Rs. 60,09,343, to 298,776 tons, valued
at Rs. 43,08,901. The average price, according to the declared values, fell from Rs. 16-45°%
per ton to Rs. 1442 per ton, a decline of more than two rupees the ton. Bengal takes most
of the salt imported into India, the quantity landed in this province during the year having
been 270,908 tons. Of the remainder 27,675 tons were taken by Burma, a good deal finding
its way up the Irrawaddy into the territory of the King of Ava. The imports into Bengal
in 1875-76 were unusually large and much in excess of the demand. Largé quantities were

bonded and remained unsold during the year. The quantities remaining in bond at the end
of each of the last five years were as follow :

. o Tons,
1872.73 . . . . . . e e . 94,873

_ 1873.74 ) . . . ... 101,390
1874-75 . . . . . . . 50,888
1875-76 . . . . . . T, 139’682
1876-77 . . . . . . . . 141:719

"
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‘The heavy shipments of 1875-76 were induced to a great extent by a fall in prices in
;Eng;]and, but the decline having been followed by a decline here, shipments fell off verys
argely. '

73. The imports of S5lk, both raw and manufactured, fell off very materially, the values
being :

1875-76. T 187877,

_ Rs, Rs.
Silk,raw . . . ., 69,48,885 445,18,954
»» manufactured . . . '70,88,661 58,47,880

74. The importsof Soap are not large, but it is surprising that this article should continue
to figure in our list of imports at all. The imports for the last two years have been ;

Cwt. Rs.
1875-76 . . . . . . 11,617 2,43.471
- 1876-77 . . .. . . 17,047 3,32,791

For the same period our exports of soap made in India have been:

Owt. Re.

20,999 2,10,126
34,950 3,72,069

The kinds imported are mostly brown and yellow soap, and the cheaper kinds of fancy
perfumed soaps. The kind exported is & rough, unsavoury article, made into unsightly lumps,
unfit for use on the person except by the poorest classes. It is extensively used in the country
for dogs and horses, for the washing of clothes, and by the poorer classes of the native popula-
tion. Cheap as it is, it is comparatively, having reference to the quality, dearer than the better
soaps imported, and will remain so as long as the manufacture is carried on in the rough, care-
less fashion practised by the natives. Every native who canafford to buy European soap prefers
it to the country made article, and a considerable section of the urban population everywhere
" mightily affects the gaily coloured, marbled soaps, of cheap qualities, which are manufactured
in France. Another section, which forms the mass of the population, uses no soap at all,
resorting for detergent purposes to the nut of the Sapindus emarginatus, impure carbonate of
soda, and other substitutes, Now, very many of these would buy soap and use it, to the
profit of the manufacturer and to their own personal benefit, if it could be placed within
their reach, and itis astonishing that Europeans have not yet turned their attention to the
subject. The country contfains all the materials required—tallow, oil, potash, soda—and
soap of the very best quality could be manufactured almost anywhere in the North-West
or the Punjab without difficulty and with a prospect of great pecuniary profit. Af present
we confine ourselves to the export to France and England of enormous quantities of seed, the
. oil extracted from which is made into soap in those countries for export to all the world,
India included ; but we never seem to think that India contains all the elements required for-
the manufacture of excellent soap (always excepting science and capital) gnd an enormous
population which, poor as the mass of it may be, would beable to consume as much as c(_)l..'lld
be produced. "The exports of sdap to the neighbouring countries oo might be multiplied
fiftyfold, if a better article than is now exported could be supplied, as it undoubtedly could,
at about the same price. A soap-boiling establishment on a large scale, managed in the
gkilful way in which the soap-boiling establishments of Marseilles are managed, making
mostly the hard economic soaps, and turning out the article with a neat appearance and at a
low price, would, I venture to think, realise good profits to the owners, and vastly improve

the sanitary condition of the country.
K
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76. Imports of sugar are subject to great fluctuation, as the following figures for the
. five years shew: : '

. Cwt, o Rs.
187273 .. . . . . 342,450 44,01,461
187874 . . - . . . 435570 55,89,781
18747 . . . .. . 395715  _ b1,65,636
’mBe . . . . . 613151 89,59,272
87677 . . . . . 258105 40,35,563

The cause of the decline in 1876-77 is attributable to the great demand in Europe for
sugar, raising prices to a level which diverted supplies of Mauritius sugar from Bombay
(which is the principal importer) to Burope, Prices of imported sugar increased by one
rupee the bundredweight. The wants of Bombay were met by largely increased supplies
during the year from Bengal, which alsc exported sugar to Europe in much larger quantities
than usual and at very much higher prices. The increase in the exports of sugar and the
decrease in the imports have continued during the first half of the present year on a greater
scale than even in 1876-77. | : - :

76. The value of woollen goods fell from Rs. 86,97,608 in 1875-76 to Rs. 81,16,621, the
decrease occurring under the heads of piece-goods and shawls, the former comprising the
bulk of the imports. The average value of the imports for each of the three years preced-
ing 1875-76 was Rs. 64,806,754. Notwithstanding the decrease therefore the imports main-
tained a high level as compared with previous years. '

797. The respective proportions for the five years ending 1876-77 of free goods and
dutiable goods imported are as follow :

., FaER Goops. Durasre Goons.
- Yrap.
Value. Proportion. Value. Proportion.
Rs. Per cent. Rs. Per cent.
1872.7% - 2,24,84,945 7-38 < 28,22 45 749 92-62
1873-74 2,93,56,052 928 28,69,28,920 00-72
1874-75 - 8,16,59,245 9-13 31,47,93;117 90-56
1875-76 3,64,79,454 956 35,56,47,228 9044
1876-77 8,46,49,083 '9'79 31,90,22,883 8021

78. Manufactured articles represented about 90 per cent. of the imports, as compared
with 95 per cent. in the year 1875.76.

RE-EXPORT TRADE.

79. The total value of the articles of foreign origin imported into India and thence
exported is very small when compared with either the imports or with the exports of Indian
“produce. The values for the last five years have been :

v

Rs.
187293 . - . . . . . . . . 1,78,71,117
1873-74 . . . . . . . . . 1,84,63,586
1874-75 | . . . . . . . . 1,81,11,696
1875-76 . . . .. o . L . 1,83,31,608
1876-77 . . . . . . 2,08,15,627

The re-expm-rt trade of the year was 57 per cent. of the total imports of foreign goods, as
compared with 4'9 per cent. in 1875-76. |

The principal increases were in cotton twist and manufactures, which were more than
half of the whole exports, apparel, ivory, metals, and provisions.
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The conditions of this trade have been sufficiently commented on in previous reviews and
1eed no further comment at present.

EXPORTS OF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES.
80. The fotal value of the exports for the last five years was:
- . : . Rs.

187298 . . . . . . . . . 534491838
187394 . . . . . .. . B31144,275

1874-75 . . ... ... '54,50,00,909
1875-76 . v« . . . . . 562249638
1876-77 . . . . b893:88998

' The results of the year exceeded those of 1875-76 by 482 per cent., and the average of
‘he four years by 849 per cent.

" The p'riﬁcipal increases occur under indigo, cotton twist and manufactures, cutch and
sambier, grain and pulse (chiefly rice and wheat), hides and, skins, jute manufactures,
»pium, saltpetre, raw silk, sugar, and tea.

On the other hand many important staples declined, among them being coffee, cotton,
aw jute, lac, seeds, and raw wool. The decline, however, was not material, except in the
sases of cotton and jute, both of which articles appear to have an unpromising future. For-
unately, the loss of custom for such articles as these is more than made up by the creation
f new staples, such as wheat, and the increased demand for the local manufactures of cotton
ind jute.

81. The quantity of coffee exported reached the lowest point attained during the past five
rears, having fallen to 302,489 cwt., compared with 371,986 cwt. in the previous year. The
igures of quantity and value for the five years are:

Cwt. Rs.

187978 . . . . 8702038 . . . 112,85488
187374 . . . . 864420 . . . 14914109
187445 . . . . 811,881 . . . 18053348
1876.76 . . . . 87198 . . . 1,6270,267

1876-97 . .. . . 302,489 . . .. 18458217

Che crop is said to have been greatly affected by the drought in Southern India, which is the
woffee region of India. The largest part of our coffee is taken by England and France, and in
he latter country an excessively heavy duty undoubted]y oPera.tes to restrict consumption.

82. Coir, which is ch1eﬂy exported from this country in the manufactured form (yarn
ind mats), increased materially, the exports having risen from 111,110 cwt., valued at
Rs. 10,09,401, to 176,146 cwt., valued at Rs. 18,98,845.

83. Obtton, raw.—The exports of this article have again declined in quantity and value.
he trade has fallen off very much of late years, and no revival can be hoped for while the
Tnited States produce such crops as are now ‘being placed on the market, and while prices
naintain their present low range in Liverpool. It often happens that prices in Bombay are
«ctually higher than current prices in Liverpool. The statistics of the exports for 1?he last

ive years are 2s follow :

Cwt. Rs.
187293 . . . . 4,412.629 . . . 14,02,21,082
1873-74 . . . . 4,499,698 . . . 13,21,22,409
1874.75 . . . . b,600,086 . . . 15,25,73,416
1875-76 . . . . 5,009,788 . . . 13,27,89,635

1876-77 . . . . 4,557,914 . . . 11,74,61,836



(40 )
| There has been a constant decline in the price of Indian cotton during these years.

Rs.
In 1872-73 the average price was . . ¢ . . 31'.7 per cwt.
» 1873-74 2 » . . e 29'3 .
» 1874-75 » » . . . . . 27.2 s
, 187516 » ;) R
» 1876-77 » » 13 1

In the first six months of the current year the average price has risen to Rs. 2f.)"7 per cwt.,
but it is doubtful whether this rise will be maintained to the end of the year, haying regard to
the state of the Liverpool cotton market, the depressed condition of the Manchester tra.de |
and the reports from the United States of a crop which is 97 per cent. of a full crop. .Whl.le,
.the demand for cotton for export has fallen off so materially, the Iocal demand steadily in-
creases, the Bombay mills being active and regular purchasers at good prices and their
comp&tiﬁon tending to keep up prices of cotton in Bombay. -

Our exports to the chief foreign counfries which take Indian cotton, for the last two
years, were as follow : :

1875-78. 1876-7T.
Cwt. : Cwt.

To United Kingdom . . . 2964913 . . 2,605,891
» France . . . . B874783 . . 35,241
,, Austria .« . . 340,029 . . 401,736
» Italy -« .. 249486 . . 801,546
»» China - .« . 465399 ., . 800,762
» Germany . . . . 37,712 . 56,230
»» Holland e .. 49,792 ., 47549
» Russia . .. 188128 . . 28,094

To these countries upwards of 98 per cent. of the whole exports were sent du.i'ing the year.

84. Cotion twist and manufactures—The exports of Indian twist and piece-goods con-
tinue to make satisfactory progress. The exports of twist during the past five years have been :

Ibs. Rs.
1872-73 -+ . 1,812,605 . . 974921
1873-74 . . . . 2,454,852 . . 12,83,860
1874-75 e .. 2834725 | | 14,75,624
1875-76 . . 6,228,511 . . 26,69,514
1876-77 ©e .. 1926710 . . 363,028 .
The exports of manufactures for the same period are as follow :
' Rs.

. 1872.78 s o+« . . . 81b4,596
1873-74 S+« . ... 3949438
1874-75 o - ... . 3648118
1875-76 . . . . . . . . 39,684,722
1876-77 - e,

. . - 44,50,794

en.t Year shew a further very large increase in the export
2se being especially manifest in twist, During this period the-
was 7,836,3041bs., being nearly as much

The first six months of the curr
of cotton goods, the incre

; . ’ in the dyei £ ;
industry in the Madrag Presidency, e dyeing of the cloths there is a large
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85’. The statistics of the cotton mills of Indis, so far as they are available, record an in-
crease in the number of mills and spindles at work during the year, as comparéd with the
previous year. '

‘AT WORE LABT YEAR. Now AT woRE.
Provirncs.
' Number of | Number of | Number of | Number of | Number of { Number of
mills. looma. spindles. " mille. looms, spindles.

" Bombay . . . o 87 8,300 931,144 40 8,920 | 1,025,086
Bengal e e . 4 200 | 104,546 4 200 104,546
Madras ~—, .. . 8 40 26,800 2 81,472
North-Western Provinces 2 285 27,350 2 291 27,880 °
_C:entrnl Indm' - 1 %] 10,272 1 224 10,272
Central Provinces . 1 550 30,000
Hyderabad 1 200 15,000 .

- Torar . 47 - 9,189 | 1,100,112 51 .10,385 | 1,244,208

The return is not quite complete, no information later than that which was published last
year having as- yet been received from Bengal, but it is not probable that any material
increase has been madg in this province. The 51 mills now at work in India may be said to
employ about 10,400 looms and 1,245,000 spindles. '

86. .Drugs and medicines declined in value, but the exports are always limited. The value
of the export of chinchona bark is recorded at Rs. 585 only, this sum representing private trade.
Our returns of the exports however I have ascertained to be inaccurate. On.comparing
them with the returns of the Board of Trade, which exhibit an import of chinchona bark into
England from India in 1876 of 1,415 ewt. worth £22,682, I made enquiry of the Collector
of Customs at Madras regarding the causes of the discrepancy, and from his reply it appears
that his returns actually shew an export in 1876-77 of 1,425 cwt., valued at Rs. 1,61,847.
These returns are transmitted to the Board of Revenue at Madras, where they are used in the

' preparation of a general return for the Presidency, this being transmitted to this office. In
this provincial entry the particulars given to me by the Collector do not appear, and it would
seem that owing to some error in the Board’s office the figures for chinchona bark were
grouped undistinguished under the head of Drugs and medicines, * other sorts.”

87. Indigo.—The exports amounted to only 100,384 cwt. as compared with 110,392 ewt.,
but the quality of the crop was good, and the prices realised were higher than in 1875-76,
the value beirig Rs. 2,96,27,855 as compared with Rs. 2,87,50,625.

The countries which took most of our incﬁgo during the year were the United Kingdom,
France, Austria, Egypt, the United States, Persia, Turkey in Asia, and ‘Ttaly. Exports to
Russia fell to 59 ewt. compared with 1,016 cwt. in 1875-76. |

.The exports froni .Madras increased ﬁ'om 22,557 cwt. to 27,869 cwt., while from Bengal
they fell to 69,379 cwt. from 84,228 cwt. in 1875-76. - .

It appears that the planters of Bengal have made up their minds to introduce

- material and moral reform into their proceedings, moral reform. (under pressure .from the

. Government of Bengal) as regards their connection with the cultivators, and material refforr-n

as regards the preparation of the dye. A patent has bee1.1 t?,ken out ff)r a process which is

now under trial at one or more factories, the inventor claiming that its employment will
the quality of indigo obtained from the plant. Whether -

inerease the quantity and improve . ' ant
l?l(i}: process should prove successful or not, it is certainly most desirable that indigo planters

tention to improved processes of manufacture. At present it seems to be

hould turn their at . ¢ " : ; 3
:u:te a chance whether the yield of the year will be of good, medium, or inferior quality, and
: - L
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"+ his outturn year after year will be of a level, unvarying
nzalli)i;n teii::el:)vegrﬁ?iztzeuigirt]:;n :hgt therg is great wagte in manufacture, the colouring
| :lné,teria'l yielded by the plant being by no means fully uti.lised.'
88. The trade in safflower revived to some extent in 1876-77, but the trade still re-
mains, what it has been for some years past, of no importance. o

89, The export of myrabolams also increased, in quantify from 286,850 cwt. to
361,217 ewt., and in value from Rs. 10,64,013 to Rs. 13,58,225.

90. Turmeric was exported to the value of 10} lakhs of rupees, the quantity being
123,824 cwt. This article has hitherto been’ recorded in .the retul.'ns unde¥ the
heading “ spices,” but it is more appropriately cl:}ss.ed as a dyeing materlal i .It is n?t
really a spice but a condiment, and for this purpose it is very' largely used in India; but 1‘t
is also extensively employed as a dye, and almost all of that- which is exported from this
country is used asa dye. It is mostly exported from Bengal to England, France, and
the United States. ’ .

Other kinds of dyestuffs are of no importance.

91. Grain and pulse—The year 1876-77 was one of remarkable activity in the movement
of food-grains, and the present year is still more so. Besides the internal movement occasioned
by the dernands of the famine-stricken districts of Southern India and the Deccan, there wasa
great incresse in the exports to foreign countries, caused by a striking development in the
trade in wheat. The total quantity of grain exported rose from 23,661,600 cwt., valued at
Rs. 6,41,58,310, in 1875-76, to 26,210,385 cwt., valued at Rs. 7,98,67,719, in 1876-77.

Gram, paddy (rice in the husk), oats, and pulse, all shared in the increase; but these
are unimportant compared with rice (husked) and wheat, which form the staple of the export
trade in food stuffs. The frade in these two articles for the last five years is shewn below :—

Rice. \
Cwt. Re.
1872-73 . 22973797 . . b5/0,14,388
1873-74 . 19805184 . .  b5,46,54,698
187473 . 16,940,642 . .,  4,67,26,048
, 1875-76 . 20,090,348 . . 524,138,844
1876-77 . 19548741 . . . b5,74,25,397
: Wat.. -
: Cwt. Rs. )
1872-73 . 3940100 . . ° 16,96,900
1878-74 . 1755954 . . '82,76,064
1874-75 . 1069076 . . 49,04,352
1875-76 . 2498185 . . 90,10,255
1876-77 . 5583338 . . 1,95,68,325

As a natural consequence of the failure of the crops, enormous quantities of rice were
poured into Mad:ras during the year 1876-77, and in the current year from Bengal and
Burma, but especially from Bengal. Other grains also poured in freely from Northern

India through Caleutta, or by railway, but the proportion borne by them to the supplies" -

/Of.. rice was small. This’ great drain on the resources of Bengal and Burma naturally
raised prices and diminished the quantities available for export. Hence we find that
comparing the exports of rice in 1876-77 with those of 1875-76, the quantity was reduced
by 54!1,f§07 cwt., or 2'6 per cent., while the value was increased by Rs. 50,11,553, or 95 per
cent., being an average price of Rs. 2'9 per cwt. in 1876-77, as compared with Rs. 26 per
cwt. in 1875-76. The increase of price and the diminution of exports are even more marked

L 1
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in the present year 1877.78 than in that which has passed. The exports for the first six
months of the year are about 6% million cwt., compared ‘with more than 73 millions in the
first half of 1876-77, while the value is Bs. 2,36,47,401, against Rs. 9,09,68702. The
average price this year has been Rs. 87 per owt. Prices in this period have in fact reached
on extreme point, rising in Burma to an unprecedented level, so high in fact as in many
places to cause acute distress to the poorer classes, Prices have recently fallen, however, and
even with greater rapidity than they rose, deranging the combinations of speculators in
Calcutta and causing heavy losses to firms under contract for the chartering of vessels to .
Madras and for the purchase of rice. It is probable that the complete record of the present
year will show an average price not exceeding that of 1876-77, if indeed it does not fall
below it, while the quantity of the exports will be considerably increased. )

The countries which took most of our rice during the year were England, Ceylon,
‘Mauritius, the Straits, South America, Egypt, Arabia, Malts, and the West Indies, these
countries sharing between them more than 95 per cent. of the whole trade.

Wheat has played a subordinate part in the relief of the famine, but it has been the
subject of most eager and active speculation in export to Europe. Both quantities and
values of theexportsof 1876-77 were considerably more than double those of the previous year,
and the first six months of the current year already record an export almost equal in quantity
to that of the whole twelve months of 1876-77 and much in excess of it in value. Wheat
in fact in the current year is hardly less important than rice, and if the trade were to con-
tinue for the rest of the year with the activity which characterised it in the commence-
ment, rice would for the first time on record occupy the second place in the list of our
exports of food-grains. ' The trade however has slackened with a fall of prices in England,
caused by a good barvest and by the receipt of very large supplies from the United States and
from Russia, this latter country having lately pushed on exports as much as possible before
the close of the Baltic ports by ice in order to obtain the money required for expenditure
caused by the war. The anticipated scarcity ifi the North-West and the Punjab also raised
prices in September and October fo & point which made shipments unprofitable, and the
decline in the exports has been great. Though considerable quantities will still be exported
before the end of the year, these will probably not be equal in magnitude to the trade of the
first half of the year. : . : . ‘

Of Indian wheat nearly four-fifths was taken by England; France, Belgium, Itely,
Malta, Mauritius, and the Straits taking the greater part of the remainder.

The proportion in which the exports were shared by each of the provinces during the

last three years was as follows :— )
Bengul. | - Bombay. Sind. * Madras, ' Burma.
: "t Cwt Cwt.  Cwt. Cwt. Cwt.
1874.75 - . | 980,580 633,681 143,144 9,188 2,535
(26'24 per cent.) | (59-27 per cent.) | (13-39 per cent.y | (088 per cent)) | (024 per cent.)
- . 1,880,951 837,869 . 306,063 7,492 15,810
1875-76 (5328 per cent) | (3554 per cent.) | (12-25 per cent)) | (‘030 per cent.) | (063 percent.)
a . 8,887,646 1,234,094 - 455,240 4,469 1,887
1876-77 (é9'6§ per cent.) |-(22-10 per cent.) (S'fﬂ per cent.) (-008 per cent.) | (0°03 percent.)

‘Tndis bhas a prominent place now among the countries which supply England with
Wheaf. The imports of wheat, wheatmeal, and flour for 1876 according to the returns of the

Board of Trade were:— ot
Fronr the United States . . . .. . 21,643,333
, Rusi®’ - . . . . . .. 8885556
., British Tndie . . . . . 3,287,236

8,264,967

, Qemany . . . . . .
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4200 from other countries. [England consumes extremely large quantities

:;1 ﬂe;eiru;;ﬁm million cwt. (worth more than 12} millions sterling) haiving been
imported in 1876. Most of it comes from the United States and from Turkey in Europe,
and the trade is an increasing ome. There appears to be no good reason why Indla. should
not compete in the supply of maize as it has done in .wheat. Tl'le plant 1s cultivated very
. extensively in many parts of the country, and the grain is an art}cle ?f ordJn?,ry consumption
with the people, especially those of Northern India. The thing is certainly well worth

. a trial.
92, The exports of Cufeh and Gambier shew a large increase from 192,683 cwt. to

964,933 cwt., the value being Rs. 25,07,615, as compared with Rs. 16,64,645. -The bulk
of the exports is taken by the United Kingdom and the United States.

93. Hides and Skins.—In thereview of trade for 1875-76, I painted to the increase in the
export of tanned hides and skins which had followed the remission of the export duty.on
them. That increase still continues, as will be apparent from the following figures :—

Tanned Hides. Tanned Skins.
'L—T—l_lmber. Rupees. ?Tumber. Rupees.
1872-73 . .. 678,118 17,07,005 10,643,064 52,72,206
1878-74 . . 697,456, 17,60,909 9,179,929  45,85,719
187475 . . B77,010  14,64,880 7,176,219  35,88,238
1875-76 . . 872,183  30,73,914 9,672,407  88,29,951
187677 .  .1,461,140 50,41,860 10,826,677 98,83,221
The exports of raw hidesand skins on the other hand again diminished in quantity an
value: ’ .
Bew Hides. RBaw Skins.
~ ~ g ~
, Number, Rupees. Number. Rupees,
187213 . . . 8779,054 2,03,79,660 2,989,379 18,55,284;
1878-74 . . 6,829,938 1,84,07,553 2,588,229  14,28,013
187475 . . 7,117,889 1,98,19,816 3,291,733 19,04,733"'
187676 . . 6,278,297 1,60,75,095 .2,610,445 14,56,789
187677 . . 59,762 1,34,66,437 2,313,298  15,95,317

It seems perfectly clegr that the effect of the duty was to restrict trade in tanned hides,
and that with the removal of the tax an industry for which India has ample and peculiar

capacity is able fo attain rapidly a state of prosperous dévelopment.

94. The trade in Zorns rises or falls with the trade in hides and skins. Accordingly the
results of the year shew an increase in the exp

cwt., the value increasing from Rs. 8,06,652 to Rs. 12,80,051.

95. Jule, raw.—The exports of this article have fallen

The exports for the last six years are as follow :—

Average
Cwt. Rs, price.
187172 . . . . 6,133,813 4,11,73,081 | Rs. 67 per cwt.
1872-73 . 7,080,912 4,14,25,476 » '8
1873-74, 6,127,279.  8,43,60,147 » 06
187476 . 5,493,957 3,24,68,823 » 09,
1875-76 5,206,670 2,80,53,396 » 03 5
e . . . 4,633,255 = 2,63,66,466 | ,, 58 . ,,
1877-78 (six months) 1,672,960 1,02,22,168 » 60 4

orts, which rose from 54,755 cwt. to 71,894

year after year since 1872-73.
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f the decline in the export of raw jute were fully stated in the review of

The canses o . lew
the trade of 1875-76, and it seems unnecessary to repeat what was then said. There is little

new to be added to the remarks then made. Prices in Calcutta shew z? recover?' during th.e
last ix months on the low rates which had previously ‘for some tu.ue obtained, but thm
recovery appears to have been mainly caused by the demand for jute in the Calc.utta mﬂ:ls,
which during the continuance of the famine found plenty of work in the ma.kmg of rice
bags. Raw jute, like raw cotton, appears to have but a poor prospect before‘zt,'so far as
regards the foreign market, but the falling off of the demand from other countries is to some
extent compensated by the demand in Caleutta for local manufacture. The exports of jute
to the three principal countries which take it fell off greatly during the year as the following

figures shew :—

1875-76. 1876-77.
" Cwt. Cwt.
To United Kingdom 38,898,033 3,677,844 a
To United States . . e u . 1,156,205 881,312
To France . . . . 119,309 2,073

On the other hand Austria, Which took only 12,940 ewh. in 187576, took 53,460 last year,
and the supplies to Australia increased from 10,741 cwt. to 13,341 cwt.

96. The export of the manyfactures of jufe increased in value by more than 47 per
cent. following on an increase last year of nearly 105 per cent. The development of the trade
during the last six years will be apparent from this table:

Bs.
1871-72 - 18,88,586
1872.73 . 18,95,412, the increase being 03 per cent.
1873-74 20,16,686, - 64
1874-75 23,86,398, » 18 »
1875-76 . . . . 48,91,813, » 106 s
876-77 . .0 . . T71,94,776, » 47 "

- The value of the .exports of the year was divided between the various classes of goods
ag follows :—

. Value,
Power-loom bags No. 29,275,690 . Rs. 658,43,408
Hand-loom ,, .. ., 8583955 . . , 621,400
Total of b.ags No. 382,859,545 . . Rs. 64,64,808
Cloth w « . Yards 6,017,659 . . 5 6,94,643
Rope and twine . . Cwt. 4535 -. . 34,759
Other sorts . . P 150 . ” . b66

The export to the United States of bags required in California for corn-sacks increased enor-
fnously, having risen from 2,942,050 in number to 12,768,079. China also tock very largely
increased quantities, and the shipments to the United Kingdom shewed material increase,
baving risen from 835,399 bags to 1,874,893 bags. - '

. The mills have done a very active business during the year in the manufacﬁl.t"e .of bag-
ging for the great quantities of rice thrown into the famine-stricken districts, and it is possi-
ble that the great demand in this direction has so raised prices ag to be the cause of ‘the

slight restriction of the exports to foreign countries which the returns of the first half of
1877-78 exhibit. . \ ' T

97. The exports of lac largely increased in quantity, having risen from 103,683 cwt. to
128,712 ewt., while the value on the other hand shews an excessive decline, having fallen
from Rs. 75,567,474 to Rs. 53,609,764, The fall in price of shell-lac, which is by far the largest
part of the export, has been so great and so persistent that the Government has found ‘it
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necessary to revise the rates of export duty in - order to make them approximate more closely
to the actual market value. Existing stocks in England and the United States are heavy,
a,.nd j.prodt.mtion keeps on unabated, so that there does not appear 1o be an early prospect of a
rise in prices. .

Lac-dye, which for 2 long time was in a most depressed condition, underwent revival
during the year, the exports having almost doubled in quantity. The greatest part of the
rest of the exports under the head of lac consists of button-lac, which is really only another
form of shell-lac; the 'melted resin being dropped from a height and formed into lumps instead
of being spread into the sheets which form shell-lac. '

98. The export of oils does not shew as much progress as might be wished. Their value
in 1872-73 was 38} lakhs of rupees, and in 1876-77 it amounts to only Rs. 87 lakhs, after
having in the year previous reached Rs. 42} lakhs. Very little animal, esséntial, or mineral
oif is exported from the country, the shipments consisting mostly of the fized vegetable oils,
and amongst these castor-oil and the dregs of gingelly oil occupy the most important place.
" More than half of the castor-oil is sent to the United Kingdom, and of the rest the greater
part is taken by Australia, the Straits, and Mauritius. It is almost exclusively exported
from Bengal. The dregs of gingelly oil are an export from Madras to Ceylon.

It is strange that as yet more attention has not been given to the manufacture of oil in
this country with a view to exporf. We export oilseeds to the value of about 5% millions
sterling, leaving the conversion of these seeds into oil fo be done in the countries which take
them. It is obvious that we lose a good deal by sending away the raw material in this way
instead of making it into oil, for we have to'pay a heavy freight on that portion of the seeds
which might with advantage remain in the country after the oil has been expressed and sent
away; by not keeping this refuse we lose much valuable matter for manure and cattle-food ;
and we incur heavy risk of deterioration of the cargoes by the heating of the seeds in transit.
No doubt if the oil were expressed by natives without European supervision, it might be
difficult 4o find a market for it, owing to apprehensions of fraudulent adulteration, but if
Europeans were to set up oil mills and attach a mark to the oils expressed by them, that
mark being a guarantee for a fixed standard quality, we might with great benefit to all con-
cerned in the trade and to the country at large, more especially to the live stock of the agricul-
tural community, find our ‘exports of seeds reduced by one-half while our exports of oil were
correspondingly increased. It is time for & change in the oilseed trade, for the unnecessary
export year after year of at least four million hundredweight of material for oil-cake, while the
cattle of this country die off, like flies in a frost, when drought destroys the scanty pasture
which is their only sustenance, is the reverse of good policy and good sense,

99, The export of oilseeds has increased enormously during the last three years, as the
following figures testify i—

. Cwt. Rs.
. 1871712 .« .« . bl24765 . 2,72,81,272
- o 1872-78 . N . . 2,779,243 1,60,82,410 -
- 1873-T4 .« .. 4,433,270 2,36,14,508
187475 .. .. 6,074,756 8,23,59,503
T 187576 .« . . 10,506,822 5,46,19,818
Y 1878t .« . . 9582865 5,31,91,240

The diminution of the exports in the last of these years was the result of an unfavourable
outturn of the harvest of some kinds owing to the deficient rainfall of last winter, but the
exports of the first six months of the current year promise s very }arge t.:ra,de ]:fefore the end
of next March, the quantity already exported amounting to very nearly eight mﬂlic?n hundred.-

weight.
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The details of the most important of the different kinds of seeds exported are shewn ir
the table attached :— , ' :

1875-76. 1876-717.
Cwt. Rs, Cwt. Rs.
Linseed . . 6,282,512 8,31,71,635 5,614,617 8,01,54,374
Rapeseed . . 2,241,843 1,08,48,208 . 2,088,760 1,14,29,244
Teel or gingelly . 1,409,008  78,74,782 1,307,815  86,82,937
Poppy . . 253,326 . 18,54,194 851,133  18,43,647

The four kinds of seeds here mentioned constituted 97-9 per cent. of the whole trade of
the year.  The exports of linseed were thus distributed: 3,740,362 cwt. fo England,
743,897 cwt. to the United States, 726,405 cwt. to France (an extremely large increase in
the trade as compared with the previous year), 233,644 cwt. to Belgium, 88,386 cwt. to
Holland, 75,351 ewt. to Egypt. Of the rapeseed more than 1% million ewts. were sent
to England, 320,354 cwt. to France, 222,487 cwt. to Belgium, 42,900 cwt. to Germany. The
bulk of the exports of teel or gingelly seed is sent to France, which took 1,172,219 cwt.
during the year, and 110,187 cwt. went to Italy. In both countries this oil is extensively
employed as a substitute for olive oil and in the manufacture of soap. The exports of poppy
seed were sent to France and England, France taking 185,964 cwt..and England 164,748

The seed trade is mostly in the hands of the Greeks, and is of & very speculative char-
-acter. : '

100. Under the stimulus of high prices caused by & defi¢iency in the silk harvest of
Europe, Indian raw silk was shipped for a part of the year in tolerably large quantities. The
trade however fell off again before the close of the year, and it has since returned to the dull
and depressed condition which has characterised it for the last four or five years.

The quantity exported was 1,417,893 lbs., being 8 per cent. in excess of that which was
shipped in 1875-76, though still far below the quantities of previous years. The value of the
exports was Rs. 77,69,036, as compared with Rs. 41,569,614, being an increase of more than
86 per cent., the average price per pound having risen from Rs. 317 to Rs. 5:47. Theexports
of the current year again shew a reduction in quentity and a diminition in the average
value per pound. L :

In recording the continued depression of the trade in raw silk, we have not the conso-
lation, which we have when looking at the trade in cotton and jute, of thinking that though
the raw material is in a bad way, the trade in the manufactured article is prosperous.
The trade in silk goods languished during the year, the value of the exports reaching only
223 lakhs of rupees compared with over 24 lakhs in 1875-76, nor does there seem fo be any
present prospect of improvement. '

The state of the trade altogether in both raw and manufactured silk is such that the convica
tion forces itself on one that its day is passed, and that India will never again be a great silk-
producing country. - The extinction of the trade would be & most serious affliction to & con-
siderable section of the population in the silk-producing districts of Bengal, which province
i's the chief seat of sericultural industry in India, and to them the stagnation of the trade
18 now & source of acute suffering. It is possible that the industry of the spinning of the
silk of the Bombyz mori (or mulberry worm) msy be hereafter replaced by one in the silk
p_roduced by the undomesticated worm, known as the tasar. But as yet there is but little
sign of the creation of a new industry in this direction. Bengal produces tasar silk on a
small sca..le, _the exports being worth about 83 Iakhs of rupees, but much is still required
before this silk can be woven into a fabric which will commend itself fo the European con-

sumer, and experiments in this direction have not as yet had any practical result,
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101. Sugar.~—The failure of the beetroot crop in’ France, and “of the maple in North
America, gave rise to an unusually active demand for sugar amongst the refiners of Enéland,'
and the trade in the article was brisk, the quantities exported and the average values having
materially increased, The exports for the last five years have been as follow : ‘

Cwt. Ras.
1872-73 . ' . . . 630,938 49,27,432
1873-74 . ' . . . 294,818 22,78,227
1874756 - . . . 498,054 31,92,383
1875-76 . . . .. 420,762 26,39,374
1876-717 A . . . 1,093,625 92,51,961

Compared with 1875-76, the quantity exported increased by nearly 160 per cent., but the value
increased by more than 264 per cent., the average price per cwt. having risen from Rs. 6:03
per cwt. to Rs. 8:45 per cwt. The increase in the trade has continued during the present year,
but cannot be expected to continue much longer. Prices must fall presently, and with a fall
in prices will come a diminution in the exports. "It is unfortunate that directly s demand
arises for any of our staples, the price rises to an unreasonable degree, not justified either by
the excited state of the market or the actusl worth of the article, Native-dealers are very
sensitive in noting and following up a rise in the market, but they are by no means so swift
to. lower the prices for their goods when the market shews a lower tendency. The conse-
quence is that a trade which might have proceeded on a more restricted but still extensive
scale, leaving reasonable profits to merchants and producers, is suddenly checked, and the
attention of consumers in Europe is at once turned fo other directions, India only being
resorted to when other sources of supply fail. Instead of trade gradually rising and falling,
the market rises at once and remains for a few months in a state of dangerous inflation and

excitement, and then falls as suddenly into & collapse.

Of the whole quantity exported during the year, the Tnited Kingdom took 903,022 cwt.,
France 62,769 cwt., Italy 88,894 cwt., the United States 18,024 cwt., Ceylon 30,5658 cwt., and
the remainder was mostly sent to Arabia and other neighbouring countries.

102.. The exports of fea continue on an. increasing scale; the exports of the last five
years were as follow:

: 6. Rs. .

© 187243, . . . . . . 11489911 "1,57,76,907

187874 . . . . . 19,324,285 1,74,29,256

e 187476 . . , . . 21,137,087 1,93,74,292
187576 . . .. . 24,361,699 T 2,16,64,168

187647 . . . . . 21784124 2,60,74,251

The cultivation of tea in India spreads and extends year after year, and the produce is better
known and better liked in the English market, to which it is almost exclusively shipped, but
the recent increase in the trade is, though partly the result of increased supply and increased
demand, also partly the consequence of the state of exchange, which has made fea a

favourite (though not always the best) medium for remittances home.
Cultivation is; extending, and it is estimated that the next crop will exceed 3'5,000,00011).

Out of the 27,784,1241b. exported during the year, 27,718,7771b. were sent to England
and 42,2691b. to Australia. Exports to other coyntries are quite insignificant. It would
seem that the trade with Australia is capable of development, and perhaps attention might
be given to it with profit to those interested in tea. That colony at present receives the

greatest part of its supplies from China.
N
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The following table shews the relative imports of tea into England from India and 'ﬁoq:

China : _ ’ .. _
Statement of ihe Im_pot:fq "of Tea from China and India into Lke United Kingdom, during each year from 1872
10 1676. '
Faox cm;;. ‘ "+ . Frow hvpra.
YEARS, - : ', — :
) Quantity. Value. " Quantity. Valge,
. £ 1. £
1872 . . 160,520,882 10,879,088 16,445,170 1,398,106
1873 . . .. 187,246,372 9,261,937 18,471,063 1,522,193
w78 . . . 138,459,608 © 9,110,869 17,608,538 1,666,128
1815 . . 170,462,921 |' 11,454,840 25 427,767 2,191,892 "
w76* L B 1'55,'907,'582_' 10,145,471 | 27,814,214 2,428,906
1877 (sine montbs) ", , . - 102,278,792 8,871,046 | . 18,372,428 1,592,384

In 1872,
» 1873,
2 1874,
» 1875,
» 1876,

as1lto 97
» 1to 74
»1t0T5
» 11067
» 11056

N

LI

* These figures §hew.r£hat the proportion of Indian to China tea landed in England durihg
the last five years was: ' ' -' '

. : f .

. '-.' T 1877, 2 1 1.:0 5'5

. b . . ! ' + ' - - ) N .
- The average value of Chinese tea per pound compared with.Indian tea, was:

LI - N
>

° o , China Tea.  Indian Tea.
. . « s d. s d.
In1872 . . + . . . .1 4 1 8}
. L ”1873 . e aen e - + . 1 '4%‘ -1 72‘
w1874 . . L 4 -, 1.43 1 9%
51875 . .. . .1 4% 1- 8%
» 1816 . . o, . .. .1 8 19
v 1877. (n.ine,mont!lq} ve . ) -1 4 1 83

103, The exports of Zeak wood fell considerably below the level of 1875.76, having
amounted to only 45,108 tons, worth Rs. 33,27,644, compared with 60,612 tons, worth
Bs. 44,06,182, the reduction in quantity being also accompanied by a small reduction in
average value. Most of the feak exported from India is shipped to England, Rangoon and .
Maulmain, but chiefly the latter, being the two ports of shipment. - The quantities sent ffom
other parts of India are insignificant. Of ¢imber other than teak, it may be said that India
exports none. The only other wood exported to a tolerably large value is sandal wood, of

which China takes most, a good deal being burnt in the joss-houses. The total exports last
year were valued at Rs, 2,61,325, , |



1U4. ‘L'ne export of 7aw wool continues on an in
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the recorded value of the year is smaller than
the last three years are: : °

+

105. In the following table will be found the relative

1874.75 .
1875-76 .
1876-77 .

-
.

m.
21,290,782

23,767,692

Ppe 24,056,767

From Bombay 17 mthon pounds were slnpped and from Sind over 7 millions. Most of that
which is shipped from Bombay is brought thither from Kurrachee The Ind.lan trade in raw
wooI is confined to this province.

RBs,

95,99,009
1,09,42,002
1,07,78,720

creasing scale as regards quantity, but
that of the preceding year. The figures for

(the produce or manufacture of Indm,) exported from the country during the last five years :

1872.73

1873.74

1874-75
1875-76
1876-77

ey | Dol guods. | Perventago of ﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ
X _ '; e —
40,67,90,918 | ©12,77,00920 | #e10, | 23:90
| soenanes | 135408048 | maso ] seso
 41,90,18,670 12,50,07,20 | 7688, 2313 .
44,13,49,355 12,09,09,280 78-50 2150
| 49,66;17,721 oermere’ 845 .15-76

. 106. Manufactured articles constituted about 13 per cent of the tota.l exports the
proportion last year being about 11 per cent.

GOIN AND BULLION.

107. The following tables shew the ‘movements of the precious metals between Indm and
other countries durmg the Iast five years, the values being stated in rupees:

Imon:rs AND EXPORTS OF GQLD:

LI -t

LY

. . Imports, Nett imports,

. s . e . 2,62,23,712 7,90,088 2,64,83,626
1872-78 P Lo 1.64,88,078 26,61,695 |  1,88.26.878
1878-74 . Sl . 2,08,92,368 21,567,009 [ 1,87,35,354
1874-76 . T . . 1,83,63,811 29,12,496 1,64,51,315
1875-78 . . . 14437115 |  1,28,63.617 20,73,498
1876-77 . ot S - e

Gold « - | 96405074 20884903 7,56,20171
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF SILVER: |

o Lesa0188 | 1eigones | 71,651,454
1872.73 . . . . 4..]_4_.)37,263' . 1,64',79,016 9,49,58,247
1878-74 - . . . 6,05,18,103 - 1,40,96,082 | . 4,64,22 021
1874-75 - ) 3,66,43,413 | 1,90,89,867 | -1,55,53,546
1875-76 v 9092408 [ 27035361 [ 7,10,8872)

1876-77 . , . 2
Silver ) . © 8,97,91,080 | 16,60,73,969

25,58,64,999

proportlons of free and dutiable goods

- oW
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF GOLD AND SILVER.

1872-78
1878-74
1874-75
-1875-76
1876-77

Gold and Silver

Imports Exports. Nett importa.
4,65,65,850 1,29,80,790 §,25,85,060
5,79,25,336 1,91,40,711 3.87,84,625
8,14,10,466 1,62,53,001 6,61,67,376
5,30,07,224 2,20,02,363 3,10,04,881

11,43,61,197 4,02,98,978 7,40,62,219
385,22,70,073 11,06,75,933 24,15,94,140

108. From these statements it will be qbserved that in 1876-77 India imported less gold
_ and exported much more than in previous year, the exporis of the year 'beingl in fact so large
that only 20 lakhs remained in the country compared with an average nett import of more
than 183 lakhs. Both the imports and exports of silver were much in excess of those of the
four previous years of the period, the impagts amounting to nearly 1,000 lakhs against 346
lakhd in the year 1875-76, while the exports rose to 279 lakhs comparqd wi_th an average
export of 154 lakhs. '

~ OUSTOMS REVENUE.
'109. The gross and nett customs revenue for the last five years has been as follows:

1872-73. 1673-74. 1874-78. 1575-78. 1878-77.
" Gros. Nett. Gross, Nett. Gros. Nett. Gross. Nett. Gross, Nett.
Imparts .. o o | 417,867,759 4,08,09,617 | 4,16,52,185 | 4,09,07,751 | 4,88,48,587 | 4,30,53,676 | 425,323,304 | 417,868,606 | 4,17,00,470 | 4,10,31,211
Exports me3188 | o848 | tmea1d7 | 7098411 | 6624334 easebss | 71,30008 | 6089,007 | eo60800 | 278,67

The returns exhibit on the side of imports a decrease of somewhat more than eight
lakhs of rupees, the revenue baving declined with the imports of goods. The principal
decrease occurred in grey piece goods, which fell off by Rs. 2,76,785. Cottor yarn tnd coloured
piece goods fell off by Rs. 31,648'and Rs. 89,483 respectively.- The revenue from white
Ppiece goods slightly increased, but in most of the items under the general head there was a
decline, and the total decreass under cotton twist and manufactures generally amounted to
Rs. 4,01,520, being nearly half of the total decline in the revenue realised from all imported
goods, The receipts from salf, liquors, and metals were larger than in the previous year.
The fluctuations of the revenue in the most important articles for the last five years are exhi-
bited in the following table:

Salt. Cotton st Liquors. | Metals. SIK™- | Waollen |0 ticen.
manufactares. manufactured.| Piece goods.

.

Rs. " Bs. Bs. | Ra Rs, Rs. Rs.
1872-78 . 2,53,04,697 | 81,683,348 | 26,10,678 | 9,980,348 | 7,29,028 | 8,58,754 | 36,31,011
1873-14., . 2,48,72,450 | 84,25,104 | 26,63,876 | 9,29,308 | 8,18,552 | 8,32,007 | 36,10,798
187475, 2,57,07,901 | 90,56,354 | 28,72,408 | 18,32,091 | 9,292,705 | 2,89,776 | $6,67,352
187556, . .| 2,47,63,428 | 87,91459 | 81,14,084 | 10,05,282 | 7,97,644 | 4,32,863 | 36,67,654
1876-77. . .| 2,51,72,734 | 83,10,930 | 83,35,577 | 11,46,190 | 4,49,720 | $,82,076 | 29,02,825

The chlef revenue paying items are the first four in the table. The proportion of the .
revenue denved_from each during the year to the whole import revenue was—Salt, 60‘3 per
cent,, cotton twist and goods 199 per cent., liquors 79 per cent., metals 27 per cent.
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110, Thero are only three articles now subject to duty on export from Tadis, viz, indigo, -
rice, and lac. The duty levied on these in the last five years are as follow :— ‘ |

~ | me | Eeeled (g

| . Rs. Rs. Rs,
87213 . . . . L L., 4,79,098 61,74,968 81,764
W86 . L L L L 4,712,902 52,96,862 1,08,387
87475 . . L L L L L 8,33,512 45,41,540 S 94,956
1875.76 . . . . . . ., 4,583,849 '54,95,791 2,382,019
1876-77 . . . . . ... 4,11,319 52,907,945 $,89,521

Or indigo and rice the export duty is fized at a certain rate on the quantity exported,
and the realisations therefore rise or fall with the increase or decrease of the quantities ship-
ped. On lac the duties were fixed, until last July, on certain tariff valuations, and con-
sequently the revenue obtained from this article has been during the last two years no fair
Indication of the state of the trade. The tariff valuations were fixed at & time when the
prices were abnormally and excessively high, and though the exports in quantity only slightly
exceeded those of previous years, while the values were much less, the customs revenue
shows a large increase. The duty has now been fixed at 2 certain rate on the quantity, the
rate bearing a fair proportion to the present low market values. Lac is therefore no longer
unduly weighted, but the Customs revenue derived from it in the current year will be consi-
derably below that which was realised in 1876-77. All kinds of lac, except button and shell-
lac, have been exempted from duty, but in these two deseriptions is comprised almost all the

trade.
SHIPPING.

111. The total numbers and tonnage of the shipping which entered and cleared to and
from Indian ports during the last five years were as follow, the figures shewing not much
increase in the numbers of the vessels, though the aggregate tonnage and the average capacity

of each vessel have very largely increased :

- No. Tona. Average tonnage.
|
1872-78 . ..o ... | 12488 | 4,758,980 382
1878.74 e e e e e e e 12,739 | 4,647,410 365
187475 . . . - 12,4387 4,825,542 388
1875-76 . 12,480 5,428,988 435 .
1876-77 e e e e e s " 12,764 5,634,042 441
112. The number and tonnage of the vessels enfered were:
. No. Tons.

2,371,629
1872"73 . . . . L] * 6,095 £ 3 '

. 1873-74 . . . . v 6,265 2,301,265

1874-75 . .. . . . 6356 2,434,920

1875-76 . . . e . 6,259 2,629,923
1876-77 . .. .. . 6376 2,791,884

decrease in the imports of merchafdise would
sels entering

0

Tt might have been expected that the
have been accompanied by a decrease in the number or gross tonnage of ves
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Indian ports ;' but the decline in the imports of mercha.ndis.e was more than compensated by

the great demand which arose for vessels to carry food-grains from Calcl-lt’ta, to the Madras

‘Presidency, and this demand resulted in a great influx of vessels to meet it. The number of

vessels in the river Hooghly since the beginning of the calendar year has been .extremely and

unusually large. The increase in the quantity of exports to foreign countries was also a
considerable factor in the causes of the increased tonnage which entered Indian ports.
113. The number and tonnage of the vessels cleared during the same period was':

No. Tons,
1872.73 . . et . . . 6,371 2,388,451
1873-74 . . . . . . 6,474 ’ ‘2,346,145
1874-76 . . . . . . 6,082 2,390,613
1875-76 . . . . . 6,201 . 2,799,063
1876-77 . . . 6,388 . 2,842,158

114, The foregoing tables include steamers as well as sailing “vessels, undistinguishred-
The following figures, relating to steamers separately, shew the progress which has been
made during the last three years in the employment of steam-power in the carrying trade
between India and other countries: :

Entries and clearances of steamers.

Entered. Cleared. ,
No. Tons. Ne. Tons.
187475 . . 819. 944,933 gos . . . 928,218
187576 . . 994 1,097,284 1,024 . . . 1,146,916
187677 . . 1,060 1,167,975 1,066 . . . 1191,361

In the first of these three years. (there are no earlier figures distinguishing steamer
traffic separately) the steam fonnage was about 39 per cent. of the whole tonnage; in the
two later years it was more than 41 per cent. The number and tonnage of steamers which
entered in ballast during the year shews a large increase over those of the two previous years,
the figures being : '

) No. Tons,
1874.75 . . . . . 81 73,718
1875-76 . . . . . . 102 80,414
1876-77 . . . . . . 163 131,366

The number and tonnage of steamers lea;ving Indis without cargoes are considerably
less than those which enter in that condition :

- No. Tone.
8747 . . . . . . . %2 21,714
w0 . . . . .. 4 21,905 °
w7677 . . . . 43 . 96,028.

115. For the last two years no steamer or sailing vessel has left Bengel without a cargo:
in 1874-75 (the famine year) 7 steamers with a gross capacity of 7,311 tons, so left. In the
previous year (1878-74) one vessel of 1,941 tons left without & cargo. With these eight
exceptions, none of the vessels which came to Bengal left without merchandise on board.
In other provinces, Bombay and Burma especially, it is sometimes difficult to find freight
for vessels, and ships not unfrequently come round from Bombay to Calcutts to find a cargo
here. The number of clearances in ballast from Indian ports is gwelled by an enormous
number under the head of Madras, but these are mostly native craft of small average ton-
nage, tradi;zg between the southern ports of Madras and Ceylon, the Maldives and the Straits,
carrying on what is practically a coasting trade of a very petty character. Much the same
may be said of Sind and its trade with Mekran and Sonmifni. Execluding these, it may be
said that of vessels carrying on the trade of India with distant countries, not more than 60

vessels averaging about 700 tons each, were unable to find cargoes, being lessthan 2 per cent:
of the whole of the clearances.
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116. The total number and tonnage of entries in ballast of all vessels, sailing and steam,
during the last five years, are shewn below :—

. No. Tons.
1872-73 . .. . . .. 2,686 663,190
1873474 . . . . . . . 2707 652,848
1874-75 . C o+« .. 2799 637,149
18976 . . . . .. . . . 9624 650,030
1876477 . . . .. 2,818 716,882
.+ 117. The percentage of the tonnage of entries in b&]]nst to all the tonnage entered was—
87278 . . . . . .. . . 279 percent.
1873-74 . . . . . . . . 288 ,, ,
1874-75 . . . . . . e 261 ,, .,
. 1875-76 . . N, . . . . . 247 ,, .,
. 1876-77 . - e e . 256

118. The followmg table shews the progress made in the transit of steamers to and from
India vid the Suez Canal, the figures giving the number and tonnage of the steamers which
entered and cleared at Indian ports by that route ;- ,
: ’ No. - Tous.

87273 . . . . . .. 532 626,824
87874 . . . . . . . 628 816527

18747 .. ., . . . . . 822 1,133,968

- 87516 . . . . . . . 1005 1,440,270
. 1’7677 . . . < . . . 1,040 1,518,690

More than 64 per cent. of the total steam tonnage which entered and clea.red at Indmn
ports during the year was carried through the Suez Canal.

119. The following table shews .the movement of shipping durmg the past three years
between India and the principal countries with which trade is carried on. The ﬁgures
represent entries and clearances combined :

1874-75. . 1875.78. 18787,
Vessels. Tons. *Vesaels. Tons. Vessels, Tons.
British Possessions-= )
United Km-rdom . . . 2,080 | 2,340,007 2,262 | 2,604,982 2,280 | 2,789,721
Aden . . . . 87 | 76,239 a7 66,924 108 87,072
Australis . - . . . 71 74,596 - 100 113,015 104 117,632
West Indies . . .. 18 17,949 15 13,264 8 6,073
Ceylon . . . . 6,854 720,594 6,363 704,404 8,895 847,392
Cape of Good Hope . e 60 32,028 74 87,312 90 50,532
Hong-Kong . . . . 58 61,630 124 150,044 74 93,926

* Mauritius . . . . 306 197,872 268 162,223 217 154,766

Straits . . . . . 401 285,485 746 394,018 688 359,433
!

Foff:f;:ngmtfu e e e . 41 41,783 37 42,053 29 $4,893
Franee . . . . 198 130,140 232 191,048 208 189,961
Germany . . . . . 24 21,173 38 84,644 45 44,204
Ttaly . . . . . 87 57,889 102 110,413 111 143,637
RPN B I B ] B

Aftiea . . 104 16,560 k )
%m?sﬁat:: ?f. . 3 128 141,642 115 133,568 93 121,235
South and Central Amenca. . 94 67,619 | 62 47,845 50 48,391
Chma—Treaty Ports . . . 56 76,401 8 8,827 30 45,479
Arabia - . . 245% 77,642% 398 109,224 438 98,604
Persia . . . L. T774% 183,485% 802 03,976 267 91,487

#* The figures oppomte these heads for the year 1874-76 represent entries and clenrances from and to the consts of the Arabien and
_ Persian Guifs respectively.
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tish ships whi d amounted altogether to
. .. Mo British ships which entered and cleare g
3 6741 201;55-2]7: t?ﬁgﬁﬂeou 511 tons, being in the ratio of 2878 per cent. of the total
v , 428 g VS A .
n,umber of shippi.;g, and of 71'25 per cent. of the total tonnage.

The figures of Brifish lonnage are —

Vessels. Tons.
- 3,600 3,266,880
oM . . . . . 8 )
1233;41 [ ¥ ¥ | . 78,135,180
. 187478 . . . - - 3419 . 8,305,302
18766 . . . . . 348 8,725,075
187677 . ) 3,674 4,014,511

The proportion of British to Foreign tonnage duriu.g the last three'; years ha: b;?n : in
1874-75, 68'49 per cent. ; in 1875-76, 68'61 per cent'.-;. in 18?6-77, 7125 per cen . OI'EIg;
shipping find it difficult fo compete with BntL?h ships; .these latter being mue
more favourably situated for the obtainment of freightr to thxs c?untry from Z!Bngland.
French and other European-and American shipping often find it difficult to. obtain a ful‘l
cargo on the Continent or America for Indian ports, and frequc.antly vessels .dlsc].la.rge their
ca;mgoes in other meighbouring countries and come on to India. to load w[1th rice or otl.ler
produce. Such vessels of course cannot afford to carry away cargo from India at rates which
can be profitably taken by British vessels which are filled with cargo when they enter and
when they clear. : : - : . :

121, The figures of vessels under British Indian registry are—

~ Vessels, | Tons.
1872-78 ... ... 8214 587,664
" 1873-74 s e e ... 8479 634,661
1874-75 ... ... 4442 504,702

C187576 0 . . . . . . 897 534,946
1876-77 . . . . . . 8688 536,060

The proportion to all tonnage of the British Indian tonnage employed in the foreign trade in
1876-77 was 9-51 per cent.

122. Foreign shipping represented 15-35 per cent. of the aggregate fonnage of the year.
The following statement shews the number and tonnage of the foreign vessels employed in
the trade for the last five years :~—

Vessels, Tons.
187273 . . . . .. . 1,783 842,721
1873-74  -. . . . . 1,697 796,082
1874-75 . e e, . 1,665 859,236
1875-76 . o . . . 1L,704 953,466
1876-77 . . . . . . 1,465 . 864,932

The total number and tonnage of the principal foreign shipping engaged in the trade,
as compared with 1875-76, are shewn in the table appended :—-

87576, | 1srerr. | : 187578, | 187677
l‘\To. . . . 47 25 A\ No. . . 118 86

Avereisn {'%q‘ons L) 4T sases Nowwgaux {plo. - 04,346 | 72,274
0. . . - 291 No. . . “or 98

F‘F"““ ’{;ms . 185,!}'{4& 158,050 | Rvseian {Tons . .| 28652 24,133
: 0, . . . 122 No. . . b4 - 45
Grruaw Tos . 99456 | 104,355 SWEDISE  {mons . .| 83872 - 28,640
' 0. . . 209 -~ fNo. . . 164 159
Iratuaw {Tons . .1 188,197 | 172,905 | AMERICAR {Tons . .| 178,005 | 175,482
Ans No. . 482 411

. Tons 80,748 | 58,923
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123. Native Craft.—The ﬁgu:es of tonnage of I\a.inve Craft are— - *

Vessels. Tons,

;ggg;: oY oL 889 e2mis
s | - - . Lo 81,537
s - - .oz 156,302
st T+ . . 3m 915,499
oo L. 893 ' 918,539

124 The fo]lowmg figures shew the share of each Province in the movement of' s]iippina
with cargoes for the last five years - . ;

. Vessels. . Tons.

’ r1872¢73 Lo 001433 1457435
: 11878974 -, | | | Tosg 1,349,858
JPepgal . dasms. D T Tt Pmg Tesies
o 1875-78 - . . . | 1456 1,602,695
w7677 . . .. 1541 1,758,017
(187278 . . . . 1478 926,278
: 1878-74 . . - | 1583 945,930
Bombay . Jagmys . D T 1,608 1,074,086
e 1875.96 . . . | 1,598 1,145,233
. 187677 © . <. | D 1,637, 1199.269
_ (1872.78 . . . . 410 76,696

o .o |18mre . . 0 488 116,269 .
Sind "~ . . J187475 . . . ] pog 122,664
= S o186 . L -, . 615 202,152
, | (1876-77 . .. . ,. 518 . 201,056
. 872-18 . . .-l 4547 778,550
: 187874 . . . .. 4765 833,967
Madras . .41874.75 e+« ) 4,458, 875,789
) 187576 .- . . . 4105 887,100
187677 . . . | . "4034 888,888
872713 . . . . 1273 757,143
: 187374 . . . . 1,104 . 656,303
itish B 187475 . . . . . 920 608,322

Dritish Burma .y e - 1 1,207 817,654
187677 . . . . 1,01 730,184

COASTING TRADE, «

" 125. The coastmo' trade returns are unfortunately‘ still. very untrustworthy Quantmes are
in many instances overstated, sometimes to a gigantic extent ;, in other eases values are_ under-
stated either deliberately or by accident, entries often being made at fandom by, 1mporters-
or shippers; and but too frequently the distinction made in the returns between goods of
foreign and goods of Indian origin is purely fictitious, the practice being in many ports to
reqmre no declaration from merchants but to separate the items into the two classes aceord-.
ing to the sense of the fitness of things possessed by the clerks of the Custom House. The
law, as. it stands, does not in the opinion of some officers provide for the obtainment of
correct statistical information from merchants, nor would the examination of goods generally
be either feasible or expedient: it is not feasible because the cost'of an adequate establish-
ment of" preventive officers would be excessive, nor would it be expedient, the trade béing
free, to impede it by mqmsltorml measures. The law, however, will shortly be bo tfiodified as
to provide for the return of accurate information for all classes of goods, penalties being
imposed in ﬂaora,nt cases, and if the new provisions are properly and judiciously worked, it
will be possible to attain to a much closer approximation to accuracy, without undue interfer-
ence with trade, than has hitherto been possible. It must be said, however, that it will depquf

to a gréat extent upon $ the officers of Customs whether the law will be successfully 'workec.’g It
2 .

1



hardly less important task is to secure the information w
- and complete record of the trade of the country.

s

or not. As yet Customs officials hax;e seemed to think that their whole duty was performed
when they secured the realisation of the dues of the State and prevented infringement of the
‘ fiscal regulations; and many have yet to learn that while this is their first duty, another and

hick forms the basis of an accurate |

126. The total value of the coasting trade of the year shews an extraordinary increase
 gver the trade of previous years, as will be seen from the following figures : |

1872-73
1873-74
1874-75

187576 .

1876-77

Imports.
12,00,79,268
16,26,91,950
15,563,06,022
14,94,27,609

" 22,90,59,826

{

Exports.
18,37,11,090

. 18,62,12,504

18,16,40,248 °,
116,56,88,765 -
95,06,64,047

[4

Total.
25,37,90,858
34,89,04,454,
33,69,46,270
31,51,16,374,
47,97,23,873

H

The increase, Which amounts to 1o less than Rs. 16,46,07,499, being 5223 per cént. in excess
of the trade of the year 1875-76, is due almost entirely o the famine in Southern India and
the Deccan and the transit of grain thither from -Upper and Eastern Iadia. The total
exports of mérché.ndise.;ﬁrém Bengal increasgd from- 5025 lakhg to 955 lakhs, s, e.; by about
90 per cent., and the imports into the Madras Presidency zose from 377 lakhs to 901 lakhs,
an increase of nearly 139 per cent. o . . _ ..

127. Whiie the statlstlcs are still in the condition described above, as well as jn Pprevious
reviews, it is useless to attempt any detailed account of fthe aspects and fluctuations of the

coasting trade. A few general rembrks-on the main features of the trade of the year will-

suffice for the present.* The most prominent feature was the abnormally great traffic in food

grains caused by the scarcity in the Deccan and Southern India. The following table ‘shews

the import trade in food stuffs during the year, as compared with the year 1875-76: :
: . Y, )

DEescRIPTION OF GRAIN. ¢ 1875-76. 1876-77. .

- Cwt. B .7 Cwt.- | . Rs
Gram . . - . . 228,204 7,837,025 719,661 | 82,381,718
Rice (inthebusk) . . . . . . 1,711,281 | 38,86,184 | 2,822,064 | 88,08,307
, ([@otinthebumsk) . . . . .. 2,473,809 | - 94,15,787 | 9,249,400 | 4,82,75,892
‘Wheat. . .. . “ " . 123,521 5,00,533 168,063 7,84,783
Pole " . .« . . . 250,082 [ . 879,180 517,943 | 21,17,708
Other sorts 247,207 |- - 6,714,130 | 1,537,638 | 683,78,842

About three quarters of 2 million tons (749,988 tons) were imported compared with a |
quarter of a million (251,452 toms) in 1875-76, and of the whole amount no less than

645,145 tons were poured into the ports in the Madras Presidency.® Qf the remaining
105,000 tons, upwards of 80,000 were imported info the Bombay Presidency.’ The principal
sources of supply of these food stuffs were: . . N : .

’

‘.-‘:- : “ ‘ o ) : .Cwt.

_ Gram: . ' ' B
Bengal . . o e . ‘ . . . 262,173
Bombay - e s ' 184,629

Rice in the husk (paddy): ° ‘
. Bombay \ - , 403,359 *
Burma . . . .. <., 687,007

IR
. .
Iy

‘e Kot H . ) [y : ’ ) N
Todian ,,,‘{B;j Tn treating of the articles of trade separately 1 have confined my remarks to the trade in that portion of them which was of
: ‘ X .

L
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Rice not in the husk: — : S Cwt.
Bengal © . w0 . . 64228
Bombay e e, 122,181
) Burma - e e e e 271,484
Wheat : ' : o
Bengal . . 54,945
| Bombay . .- 56,333

Pulse: . ) .

Bombay' . - . . . . . . . 140,084
Benﬂ'al B 137,171

, Other sorts: R o - |
L Bomi_)ay Ch ot e 4. e o . 415,605
; ~ o Sid o, L L e L0 0 VT 217,002
* " Bengal . o ... . . 5699

These figures shew that though the Presniency of Bombay was itself suffering from
dearth, great quantities of food stuffs passed through on their way-by sea to Madras. There
were about 20,780 fons of grain undescnbed .mostly the millets, ]owén and bé]n,
20,167 tons of paddy or unhusked rice, 9,231 tons of gram, 6,309 tons of husked rice,
7,049 tons of pulse, and 2,816 tons of wheat, sent during the year from Bombay mostly
to the ports on the Malabar Coast. These grains were largely the produce of the Central
Pronnces and of the adjoining Native States, and of the North-Western Provinces.

Burma sent about 34,350 tons’of paddy and 13, 5744 tons of rice, the greater pa.rt of the
husked rice of that country bemo reserved for export t6 foreign vountries.

. Bengal stands much ahead of the other provinces in the supply of food stuffs to Southern
India, the imports from that province, miostly into Madras ports, having amounted to 13,108
tons of gram, 321,261 tons of husked'rice, 2, 040 tons of paddy, 2,747 tons of wheat, 6,358 tons

of pulse, and 2,847 tons of undescnbed gra.ms

As the famine traffic still contmues, a review of the Whole trade may 'be deferred untll ‘
~ the completion of the accounts for the current year :

128. Although the famme 4nd the consequent activity of the gram trade were the main
go far as the coasﬁng trade statistics are concetned, there was otherwise

h )
features of the year, Pnnclpally due to increased imports of country

a general though not large increade in trade,
" made cotton twist and: plece goods.

aw catton is to a great extent rePreselnted I;yt the MI;Z? of thi; :t;g’;e mfo .
Burma. Of the total quantity exported, viz OWles.

Calcuttﬁ» ﬁoigg?;g;tMv}::::S Qﬂt;;ed to Bengal, representmg a value oi:‘ pearly 24} lakhs of
apecs. a’i‘sh trade was somewhat less than in the ‘preceding year, in consequence of a decline
rupees. e o from ' Madras, where the cotton as well as the food crops were affected by
2031?1:1:111?; supplies from Burma,’ which fell off very greatly, owing, it is said, to low
s Calcutta and the absence of demand from Chipa to which country muclt of the

' ]P;i:::alzotton sent to Calcutta is re- The low prices of cotton in Europe, however,

shipped.
diverted a good deal, of Bombay cotton to Calcutta, and this dlversmn may account for the
netrlect of Bufrtm cotton.

The. ti'ade m r

’ ds to 15} millions, and the
ts of fwist end yarn rose from nine e million poun
e T]:Zc:?f:; Rs. 45,36,839 to Rs. 82,70,561. From Bombay the exports amounted to
valge’?lg;l:lis most of the rest being of Bengal production. . The latter (twist of Caleutta: -
;:(L)an?ﬁacture) found its “market in Burms, while the Bombay twist was shipped to Madras

[ 2
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d Bengal. Exports of piece goods also materially increased, though not in such great
;:oporﬁon as twist, the trade of the twq years being :

" Yards, Rs.
. (187576 . . 12,811,863 18,00,862
.4 GrEY ‘1187677 15,443,070 24,98,857
T 187676 0 . .¢ . 248,550 80,649
o WETE. - Usrerrt L. . (8,299,383 564179
P e 1875-76 . - . 3,718,481 - 14,19,702 . .
, COOURED  -Yig7ew7 .t . 4,204,063 - 16,09,771 .

. ' a ) ’ . )
The exporlés of all ‘three kinds amduntéd to .22’94‘7:';4’06%3{1"13’ Yalued at Rs. 46,02,807, in
_ 1876-77, compared with 16,77,8},894* yards, valueq._ a_.t Bs. 33.,?.19,213, 11.1 1‘875-767. "

The greétest part of tIe..-'i:imde in grey and whlte goods belongs;._to.Bomba,y, Madras
baving the largest share in coloured piece goods. The exports of the year fr‘QIn.J;hese two

provinces were as follow :— .
: . — -
! Lo ' . Grey. : White. . Coloured.
o . :f" ' '-.o. - ' : ) ) . . L] -
VT <A L € . -
tos . ¥Yards. - Yards. . Yards. .- ‘
| " 13.858,780 | 2,532,006 |° 643,018
F’?,m v 1,310,150 709,624 8,278,370
] - : . . - .

: . S . > . ) .
In the other provinces the proguction of piece goods is mostly confined to the weaving
of cloths required for consumPti'()iif":éither in the family where they are woven or in the
immediate neighbourkicod, and they accordingly make no figure in the trade returns. The
trade in cotton manufactures other than twist and piece goods is not _I,a.rge.h e e

130. The other a;ticies which may be.no't;ice@ in this account of the coasting trade are
manufactyred jute, oils and oilseeds, silk, spices, sugar, tea, tobacco, teak wood, and rdw wool.

131, The bulk of the trade in maﬁufabt;aréd Jute consists of gu:nny bags, and of these the

exports were as follows for the two years = " ‘ ., )
) . . . :‘.‘.’..N‘-os';..-;...l -‘7._ lRS... o '.:.
o énim pack . { 1875-76 -0 34,184,008 - - 66,989,205

1876-77. . i §717583% T . 80,97,195 . -

} R R . N '.- + R “.-.“”.
* Bongal furnishes'most of the biags uted in trade, sending. great’ quaantities to Burma' for

the package of rice nd to Bémbay and Madras, especially to the formen, to b& used in the

packing of wheat, rice, and seeds. et B ' '

] 4 *
1392, Cocoanut andl castor oil .are the two most

cocoanut oil amounted to 1,318,230 gallons, vilued at Rs. 14,66,199; This oil is exclusively -
exported from the Madras Presidency, the greatest part going to Bombay ports;‘to which

over 2 million gallons were sent during the year. :* The otal exports of all kinds of oils were
valued af nearly 45 lakhs of rupees during the year ‘ :

imporjant items under- oils, -Exﬁorts “of

‘.

. . ' having amounted to the value of Rs, 55,89,008
during the year. Of the kinds specified in the returns teel or gingelly seed (Sesamun wndicum)

is mu_ch the most important, the trade having been valued at Rs. 23,384,007, the quantity
re-achmg 360,424 c'wt. Nearly 176,000 cwt. -were sent from Bengal to Madras and Burma, .
65,537 cwt. were shipped from Sind to Bombay, and from the latter Presidency -ovets 45,000
cwi. went to Madras. The o

natives, il is extensively used for clﬂj_nary a:nd Othe_l‘ PUJ-'P o0ses by the

~133. The trade in il seedsis also very large,

-
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“Undeseribed kinds of sced still shew very largely in the returns, their value having
reached Rs. 23,25,976. A considerable proportion of this sum, however, (rather more than
half) represents the value of castor seed exported from Madras to Bengal, where oil is extract-
ed from the seed. In fubure returns the trade in castor séed will appear separately.

134. The value of the trade in raw silk was Rs. 18,9058, a. considérable decrease ;as R

compared with the tradé of 187576, which. amouitted-to Rs. 30,16,698. The trade-is almost
all in Bengal silk, the greater part going to Madras® In manufactured silk alsb (mostly piece :

~goods) the trade is extensive, its value in the year having been nearly 21 lakhs of, rupees. '

These goods also are expo1:ted almost altogether from Berigal, whence they are taken by Burma.

135. Spices.—The trade in-spices is, very. iarge, ite value -last ,year Raving reached
Rs. 69,84,327. Nearly two-thirds of this amount represent the value of ~betelnuts, of which
enormous quantities gre--sent yearly from Bengal to Burma.:y The value of the exports last
year to that province amounted to Rs. 24,837,427, almost all frépa Bengal. Bombay too takes
considerable quantities from both Bel_lgal'_ abd Madras, this latter_ province also sending a
good desal to the Native State of Kutch:s Tlie total value of the trade in betelnuts was over
43 lakhs of ;'upeeé. The ﬁexj; most important item is pepper, the trade in which amounted

to more than 13 lakbs of Fupees, the largest proportion (over 11} la,khs.z. haying been ex- *
£r .

ported from Madras poits chiefly to Bombay and, »id Bombay, to Sigd. .

~ 136. The trade in sugar is toa great extent carried on between Bénga.l and Bombay, the
latter presidency supplementing its imports from Mauritius with sugar from Calcutta. The
imports from Bengal increased very considerably during the year, the figures being—

‘ Cwt. . . s :
187576 .. . . ... . 190,708°  27,21,700 '
187677 . . . . . . 26E8518 ¢ - '36,41,883

Of.the whole quantity shil;l',ed from Bengal 1_97,0_55_ ewt. 'v";qre sent to Bombay, which in the
yeat before had received only 157,518 ¢wt. The sugar trade in Bengal was very active
durifg the yeaf, ‘owing to the causes which have been mentioned in the review of the foreign
trade. The high prices of sugar in’ t}ié Mauritius reacted on the Bombay market, raising
- prices t6 a level which tempted large exports thither from Bengal, '

*"137. The trade in Indian fed shews & slight. fallmg off ' as compared with- 1'Ih|e- trade in
1875-76, haying been less than eight lakhs of rupees as compared with 83 lakhs in the

preceding year., The bulk of tlie trade consists -of ‘exports:from, Chittagong and Akyab to ..

Calcutta. From Chittagong “the recorded exports jvere £86,0001b., worth, nearly 6 lakhs

of rupees. Thé‘wholeof the tea grown in" Chittagong is shipped to Calcutta for sale and’ -
re-export to England.' This %ea’ iy generally of” very .good qualify, fetching a good price. *

“From Akyab the exports are small, there being but one tea plantation in that, district as yet,

. though, the Arakan hill “tracts in the immediate neighbourhood are very well adapted for the.
successful cultivation of tea. The district suffers ,much from want of population and of.
easy means of communication between the coastand the 'interior. - Labour however may be

- imported into-Akyab from Bengal even more cheaply than it*can be imported into A_ssam,

and the rivers are naﬁgable' for steamers of light draught for two or three hun(?.red mlle? of
their length. . There is a good field in this district for the. profitable en.}plo.yment; of capital,
in the cultivation of the land with industrial prodacts, in the .explc_ntatlon of its mineral
resources, and in the provision of means of transport betwee.n the interior and the coast.

138. In tgbgcco.leaf the trade is large, its total value in the jrea.r having been more than

38 lakhs of rupees, of which more thah 30} lakhs represent the value of exports to Burma-
viz., Rs. 244,09,620 from Bengal and Rs. 6,63,852 from Madras Some Portlon, but com,
pam'tivelyf very little, of this tobacco is returned to Bengal in the form of cigars, but the bulk
is consu.mé;d in the proﬁnoe by the Burmans, wh-o (men and women a.]_:ke) are .seldom
withoui: a cigar in their mpuths. The manufacture is gene-ral, the mg:m being made in most
Buwman houscholds by the women. The rest of the coasting trade in tobacco-leaf consists
. . - b Q

’
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rt
its transport from port to port within the provinces of Burma and l{)a::asea’r Exports
;oz:n Bengal to Burma shew a very large increase over the trade of the previous y

rt
In manufactured tobacco the trade is very sma.ll bemg conﬁned prmclpa.lly to the expe
of Madras cigars to the other prmnnces, ch1eﬂy Bengal ™

S from Burma
' 189. In feakwood the trade has fa']len oif greatly ',I‘he trade ]n;s in e:}[::r:: urfre ents of
(from the ports of Maulmain and- Ra.ngoon), this; provmce supplying q
Continental Indis. . The total exports Tor-the last two years have been—

. Rs.
-t - Cubic tons. .
” S 69,569,905
-18756 . . . . 105438 T . . . 6
87677 . . . . M998 L .t . 49,18,586
: | l . - . R l_
nd i se timber alone the trade was :— ot
wad fn Burmese : i - Cubictons. . __.‘fligBa, : .
1875-76 . <%, . . 98458 .. . . . 66,866,379

1876-77 . . R (1K1 A 4:580188

The exports of teak to foreign countries also fell off largely durmg the ye:r h(@)lma,
scause of the diminution is no doubt the extensive Substitution of iron for wood in e]im p- .
building, but *snother - «cause is the rapid exhaustion of the forests by ‘recklessb ft teal
Systematic conservation, of the forests-in British territpry is now in operation, bu e
forests are of slow growth, and the evil effects of the’ mlsmanagement of former years will be

felt for & very long time to come. .

140. In rew wool the trade has mcreased it is conﬁned to exports from Kurrachee to

~ Bombay, whence the greatest part is re-exported . to Europe. The figures for the two
years are:— - . -- ‘,:_ s, _-. s, Rs. .
1875.76 »e . 12,616,677 T .+ 85,99,445 |
187677 ., . . - . 12,653,235 e el . 87,40,941 o
Prices hav:e risen in greater proportion than quantities. - . R
i COASTING SHIPPIN G- :
141, The fo]lowmg table shows the en,tnes and clea,rances of vessels at all ports during
the pa.st five yea.rs —

'Vessels nl . TO]JS
(Entered . . . 146766 5,069,736
187273 . .."{ Cleared , . .. 143789 4,935,934
- . Tomr . . 290,555 10,005,670
S Entered . . . 148408 5,246,705
18787 - {Cleared . | | 145,966 5133157 % '
_— (Tomn . 204374 10,379,863
o Entered . . . 156780 - 6728488
187475 . . 2% 123,
18747 Cleared . .. . 1560713 6451685
oo ¢ Toma'’ . a1z | 18,180,173
— {Entered' L oLev . 158460 6,910,067 °
s Clegred , -, 159,668 8,733,587 -
 Tomr . . 3181% 13m0
187677 ., {Entered , " yq5qg, 7,626,439
- ACleared . . 166,584 7,333,105

. Tora . 341718 14,859,634,
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142. The nationalities of the vessels are shewn below ;—

- . 1878-?3"‘ e-'k‘1373.74 1874-75. 1875.76. 1876.77.
\v i '

. i ‘"’“\ ",i .

. Eutered Vezsels. Tanl Yeueh. Tons, | Vessels. '.l‘ons. Vesscls. | Tons. | Vessels.}] Tons.
.Bnhsh .« .. .| 2568|1791,801 | 2685 |1,008,058] 3602 a,sz‘r,ssl v 8,997 | 8,466,608 | 4,170 | 8656444
British Tndian . . .| 2208 634,702 w, 1+ 638,888 ?1,97&* Fbeorz ' 2,223 | 728,308 | 2884 | 766,148 -
Foreign ¢ F |, 2862 219148 20041 186408 1F24@ ]~ 192064 | 2680 | 195.426{ 2977 | 276,780
Native cmft. . ° .|188836 2,521.085 mm \amssq.ﬂfq_.a;’s&s 2,951,491 | 149,630 | £,515,831 | 165,094 | 2,897,070
roo Cleared. _ - "Y‘" . (.

British .+« ) 248411888697 2.6654 1,095,148 | 3,512 | 2,694,905 | 8411 |'8,318,622 | 4.112 | 8,583,404
* British Indisn ~ .° . .| 2,279 657,407 | B110] 582485 | 1,824 | 712148 | 2160 | 717,268 2866 | 761,879
Foreign . - «|-2420]| 171,661 | 2218 | 140210 2287 | 156374 | 2,657 | 167,951 | 2,708 | 269,297
Native Craft . . PR 186.606 2,518,079 | 138,978 2415,314 148,460 | 2,888,258 | 151,241 | 2,634,862 | 166,904 | 2,729,115

143. The fo]loyxmg statement shews the share of each provmce in the aggregate tonnage
egployed in the‘ coa&ﬁnv trade during the past two years:—",

‘ “_.' .:'1 ) 1875-76. ) . } _ 1. 187657,
PO } . ' : .
. - . Vessels, . § Tona : Vessels, Tons.
- - . - . . -
l: ' . et R LRI .
(Entered. . . o .| 11?9 504,997 o Entered . . . %| 1254 661,225
. - ' : ENGAL . .
Baness {Cleared RSN B 1132 " 461,075 . . Cleared 1256 | 618132
) Toms Ju ‘261 | oesor2| " Tomn .| 2510 1279,357
. 1- . . e
. . LI ‘ . )..
cos " (Eotered . . . .| 1914002471838 [ " (Emtered .'. . .| 145,691 | 2,683,054
Boupax L ’ Bowmax . o | 137097 | 271091
Cleared . . . .| 192,758 | 2,531,404 |, Cleared . .. * .| 137,227 [ 2,710,214
- : [] o )
’ Tomas .| 265158 | 5,002,742 || Toman .| 282,918 | 5,394,168
. [ ] 'L - !‘J_ -
CEntered © . . .| 278| umsws < : %Entered. .. .1 2428 155957
- e, . mwp . .
S {mgmd‘ v, | mme| 162695 . (Clewred g .o 2,496 | 170,754
Toms .| 5447 | 838,270 ' Tomw .| 4922 326711
S Baiered . .+ .| 21,39 |-3106116 [ {Entered e . . .| 236853478025
\ ) . « || MapRras . .
Mupmas . {c,e,;md . .. .| 21,174 3,000,888 ' Cleared . . . a 23,562 | 3,349,172
roms .| 42578 |612roos| Toms, .|. 47,247 | 6,827,297
' ' ) 2,078 47,2
BrRITISE Entered . - - - 1,759 | 652,041 |p o oism {Entared .« 7 547,278
Burds - ) Creared . . - -| 1830 | 557,525 | BURMA - {Cleared . . . .| 2,043 | 484923
.g ,."J L]
Tomat - 3,589 | 1,209,566 | Torar .| 4121 | 1,082,201

. E. O’CONOR.
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THE TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA
| | FOR THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1877-73,

By J. E. O°CONOR,

Arsirtant Secrelary tp the Quvernment of India,
Department qf' Bevenue, Agriculture, and Commerce (Statistical Branch).

. CALGUTTA;, THE 15TH MARCE 1879,

GOVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS,

1. THE transactions of Government in the import and export of stores and treasure shew
a small increase over those of the Previous year, an increase of only about 1% lakhs of
rupees, the fotal value of the transactions baving amounted to about R2,23,00,000 against
R2,21,30,000.. As has frequently been remarked before, the transactions of Government
are practically confined to the import of stores from England, consisting chiefly of military
munitions, including boots and shoes for soldiers, malt and spirituous liquors, woollen goods,
and railway plant and rolling stock, in the imports of which last class of goods on account
of Government there has been a great increase of late owing to the development of the
State railway system, Exports by the Go@'e_rnment are insignificant, being confined to the
transmission of stores and money to a trifling extent to the establishments at Aden, Muscat,

and in t_he Persian Gulf.

FOREIGN TRADE,

2. The value of the year’s trade was greater than in any previous year, having exceeded
even the trade of 1865-66 (one of great inflation) by mearly 23 crores. Th15 great _increase
however can hardly be considered a cause for satisfaction, inasmuch as it was due in great
measure to overtrading and reckless speculation, ending during the p-resent Year in grfaat
reaction and a much restricted volume of trade. India in fact is in its turn s@eMg like
most other commercial countries from the effects of the qvertradjng of _recent years'in England
and the contre coup of the commercial crisis in that courftry is being felt here, though ;.101;
so severely as in some of the countries at present suﬂ'ermg’from thel geneml_ depression. -

of trade.

3. The sctual value of the trade of the year, including Government tmtions, was
126} crores* of rupees, and exclusive of them over 124 crores. The following table of the

: # Norx.—A crore is equal u: one hundred lakhs, or {en millions, of rupees.
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’trade of India for the last twenty-ﬁ{re years ‘exhibit‘s the fluctuations which have occurred
during that period :—

;
P

. l:ll'ﬂ;lfl. Exrozrs. Invorts AND Exronrs.
Yoans, - - '
Merchandise.| Treasure, Total, Merchandise. | Treasure. Total. Merchandise. Treasure. Total,
R R R R R R R R R
1853-54 . 1,12,28,500 | 487,019,660 | 15,99,46,150 | 10,20,51,410 | 1,48,32,060 | 20,77,84,370 80,41,78,000 | 6,35,52,520 { 86,77,30,520
1B54-58 . B 12,74,28,700 202,628,680 | 14,77,00,280 | 18,92,72,230 1,26,70,350 | 20,19,42,550 31,660,09,030 3,20,62,030 34,06,561,880 !
1865-68 13,04,34,930 | 11,30,12,880 | 25,24,47,820 | 23,03,02,680 60,11,770 | 23,64,04,450 } ° 36,98,27,620 | 11,00,24,650 48,69,62,870
1858-57 14,19,45,870 | 14,41,36,000 | 28,60,82,860 | 25,33,84630 | 1,25,34,200 | 28,60,18,810 [  99,59,30,400-| 15,08,71,370 | 5620,01,670
1857-58 . o | 15,27,76,200 | 15,81,64,360 | 31,09,30,050 | 27,45,60,380 82,24.380 | 26,27,84,740~ 42,78,38,650 | 16,63,78,740 58,57,15,300
1853-59 LR o | 2173,85,700 | 12,81,70,710 | 34,64,56,500 l 29,56,88,710 68,904,270 | 30,53,22,950~ £1,50,14,500 | 13,48,64,980 65,07,79,480
1869-60 - 24,26,51,400 | 16,35.60,630 | 40,82,21,030 | 27,06,02,080 $2,00,070 | 28,88,82,100- 62,22,53,430 | 17,24,50,700 69,51,18,1%0
1360-8L - 23,40,37,160 | 10,67,70,770 | 34,17,07,93) | 32,97,08,060 1,11,95,400 | 94,09,01,540- 66,48,43,210 | 11,790,80,260 69,28,00,47¢
1881-8% . o 22,92,04,320 ] 14,050,850 | 37,27,34,170 | 38,31,70,4%0 [  08,33,660 | 37,00,09,070 68,63, 74,740 | 15,69,55,400 . 74,27,28,140
186283 232,63,23,840 | 20,60,80,070 | 48,14,19,610 | 47,8506,450 | 1,11,11,400 | 48,97,07,850 70,49,20,200 | 21,62,01,070 niu.zi,sw
186384 27,14,56,900-| 22,06,25,810 | $0,10,81,710-| 85,62,64,480 1,27,04,350 | 86,89,65,800 92,77,10,300 | 24,23,30,180 | 1,17,00,40,550
1864-65 .| 28,500,230 | 21,38,33,5%0 | 49,61,42,750 ﬁ:ﬂ?.ﬂ'ﬂ,lm 14445000 | €9,47,16,000 |  95,17,79,800 | 22,80,79,420 | 1,19,68,68,810
1865-66 'zo.sn.nz.zsn 285573010 | 66,15,65,200 | 8549,11,290 | 8,18,41,620 | 67,06,62,750 95,00,03,510 | 28,72,14,650 | 1,23,61,18,000
1886-67 (11 montha} 29,01,47,413 | 13,22,06,323°| 42,25,49,736 | 4£1,85,00,041 1,06,04350 | 43,81,04,201 70,87,47,354 | 15,17,00,673:]  86,05,47,027
186769 - 35,66,43,208 | 11,77,69,740 ) 47,43,98,048 | 50,687,40,563 1,08,58,307 | £1,50,09,030 86,53:83.789 | 12,80,07,107( 09,33,00,878
1664-69 35,05,13740 | 143865578 | 50,20,70.610 | 53,002,047 | 7700810 | 89,83,80,000.  88,00,36,307 | 151425007 1,04,15,62,084
1869-70 s 32,67,06,432 | 13,06,48,072 | 46,8%,44,504. 52,47,13,756 1,02,68,858 | £3,40,07,614 B85,35,10,188 | 14,08,01,930-] 1,00,33,13,118
1370-TL 33,34,82,462 5,44,49,231 | 39,79,30,603 { 553%18,252 | = 1,6871,700-| 66,01,80,051 | . 88,38,00,71“ 7,03,20,030+|  05,71,20,744
197173 5081,07,768.| 11,52,35,120 | 42.3%,45,685 | e3,19,58,484 | 14301726 | ese0m0000  09,00083%0 | 12,.99.49.55 1,06,99,16.0904
197278 (94730004 | 4,555,850 | S6,62.96548 | 552362050 | 1,203,700 | 68,51,02,740 |  B5,70,03,044 £,83,06,840 u..so.m
187374 a,62,84072 | 5,70,25,836 | 37,43.10,308 54,08,07,881 | 1,87,90,711 | 50,83,98,573 80,08,02,893 |  7,07,18,047 |  94,28,08,580
197475 . . | 84,64,5268. s,u,m.iaa' 43,7863,088 | 661,235,006 | 15027314 67.00,40,610- 00,055,227 | 9,739,050 | 1,00,60,12,007
1875.76 e | 311,26672 | 6a0,00,224 | 494150800 | ssou8s048 [ 213,614 | 60,16,0,458 95,16,80,718-|  7,41,69,668 | 1,02,67,3,384
1976-77 w | 35,86,71,768 | 1349,60,1%0 | 46,80,32,648 | 60,66,16320 3,042,708 | 64,90,43,L18 |  96,32,85,000 | 15,37,80,678 | 1,11,70,75,088
187778 : 30,32,60,000 | 17,35,54,600 | 56,68,!4,008 85,18,67,132 | 2,15,51,350 | 67,34,08,488 | 1,04,81,17,162 10,51,086,952 | 1,20,03,25,114

Nors.—Tho'fignres for merchandise

ani for th H
roars el ggres for treasare (or the years 1853-54 to 166566 include imports and exports on ll?eollllt of Government :.those for the subsaquent

PROVINCTAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE,.
4. The provincial distribution of trade for the last three years was as follows :—

. 1875.76. 1876771, 1877.78.
PROVINCER. :
Valge. Porcentage. Value. 1" Percentage, Value. Percentage,
R B B
Brvoss. . {‘Imports -{18,84,77,197 | .. 19,3%,92,793 -24,34,88,448 s
Exports . | %4,49,80,024 - e 26,69,98,492 31,26,55,236 v
- Torar . [48,34,07,221 4225 |46,01,91,285 41-19 |55,61,43,884 44-84
B ° . ] e e e,
Boxoar .{Importa-- . ]:7,08,01,4:32 s 2_1,04,29,626 _2_6,03,58,4‘12 e
Exports . - 122,74,33,484 25,66,70,705 . 28,87,65,564
Torar- . |89,82,34,916 38‘82" 46,71,00,331 41-81 |49,91,22276 4025
Tmports Y T s
— { mpo 34,56,600 | ... 82,383,231 | ., 89,11,857 [ ...
Exports +| 1,11,88,884. ves 1,66,48,737 . 1,66,39,198
ToraL: .. 2,08,55,484 2:01 | 1,95,81,968 1-78 | 2,05,50,555 | ° 1-86
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1875.76. |

1876-77. 1877-78.
Proviros. i
Value, _Pémtﬂge- Value, - | Percentage. Value. Percentage.
B’ B R
. 1 ta 4 .
Maaas . { mpor #45,42,800 3,87,94,824 8,62,24,445
Exports * 7,46,56,325 7,00,78,743 5,86,45,915
Torar - .|11,81,99.224 11-68 1o,sé,73,067 976 | 9,48,70,360 7-65
‘Brimisa | ( Imports 1,68,55,768 *2,28,82,072 2.28,31,964
Bupma . R
Exports 3,73,86,771 8,86,4.5,441 4,67,04,275
ToraL 5,42,42 539 529 6,10,28,413 546 | 6,93,36,239 560

Bombay and Bengal had 85:0 per cent. of the whole trade between them, Bengal 44-54
per cent. and Bombay 40-25 per cent. In merchandise the trade of Bengal is much larger than
that of Bombay. Daring the year imports into Bengal of merghandise amounted in value to
R19,38,64,456, while into Bombay they were only R14,07,61,248. Exports of goods again from
Bengal were valued at £31,22,08,140, while from Bombay they were only R22,09,53,825.
Even with the addition of treasure the trade of Bombay this year is a good deal less tha,n
that of Bengal, the totals bemo respectively £49,91,22,276 and R 55,61,43,684.

5. The following table shews the distribution of the foreign trade between the prmelpa.l
ports of India durmg the year as compared with the previous two years :—

1875-786. 1876-77, 1877-78.
PrOVINCE. — :
. Valae. Percentage. Valge. Percentage. Value. Percentage.
B R B
(Imports . |18,52,02,571 119,29,28,912 24,32,49,761 [ . ..
Carcurra {Expom 24,30,34,118 26,55,78,122 81,04,17,080
| Tomar  .|48,12,36,680 |  42:04 |45,85,02,084 | 4105 |55,36,66,841 4464
—_ ——
Tmports . [17,07,14,958 21,08,76,657 96,03,02,501 | ...
Bousax {Expor.s .| £2,43,98,006 25,06,56,356 23,87,58,052 | ...
Toran . |89,51,12,068 | 8852 [46,70,33,018 | 4180 |49,90,60,553 | 4024
’ Imponts 3,22,97,859 . 2’:.8?172174'9 2,80,15,127
Mapeas . {Expol'tﬂ 2,94,30,948 3,07,81,229 | 2,25,74,987 | .-
ToraL 6,17,28,807 g02 | 59563978 | 5338 | 5,0590,114 408
. Tmports 1,59,98,588 2,08,21,831 2,12,52,620 -
RavaooN {Exports 2,19,16,923 cen ) 2,40,12,806 ' 3;01,47;952 .
i
Torat.” ~ .| 8,75,15,611 364 | 44834137 | & 401 | §514,00,572 415
Tmports $4,53,000 . 82,31,808 - 89,08,515
K URRACHEE. { Expo r:s | 1,71,97,708 1,86,47,669 1,66,39,087
Tomr .| 2,0650792 | w00 | L98THATT) TT-| 20547602 16D
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6. The trade of Rangoon has this year exceeded that of Madras, a consequence perhaps
f the depression caused by the famine in the Madras Presidency. It is evident however
hat, as I said last year, Rangoon is one of the most rising places in the East, and it is qu]te
s evident that. the city of Madras is not particularly well suited for commerce and that no
’rea.t development of trade may be looked for there such as may be anticipated in Rangoon.
Doubtless the completlon of the breakwater at Madras, if the works should prove successﬁ:l
will afford greater inducements to shipping to frequent a place where now they lie unpro-
tected in the open roadstead and where they have fo land and ship merchandise at risk,
trouble and expense on a surf-beaten shore. But though some increase of frade may be
axpected when Madras becomes in reality what it now is only in name, a port, Rangoon
has such great advantages in ifs favour that it seems certam that it must soon “outstrip
Madras in the race and keep permanently in advance.

Kurrachee is a place of which great expectatlons have been formed but not yet realised,
and it is difficult for one who has visited this port, and reckoned up without bias or prejudice
all its advantages and disadvantages, fo suppose that Kurrachee is destined, assuming that
the Empire does not spread beyond its present limits, to become a great port.

TRADE WITH OTHER COUNTRIES.

7. The interchanges of India with other.countries are conducted in the mein with Eng-
land and China, which take betwezn them about 75 per cent. of the total trade of the country,

Their share since 1873-74 has been as follows:— *

ENGLAND. CHINA.
. Total valae. ‘ Per cent. Total value, Per cent,
. R R
873-74 . . . . . 57,78,66,698 | 6125 14,62,8%,153 15-52
874-75 . . . . 62,21,93,964 61-79 14,70,74,392 1461
875-76 . . s 61,13,88,965 59-6 14,42,08,860 1408
876-77 . ' . . 66,84,27,067 . 59-83 15,56,83,428 1898
877.78 . . . . 75,93,35,4,19 61-22 16,82,19,711 1856

The total value, and percentage to the whole trade of the country, of the intercourse
rith the other countries with which trade is chiefly condueted are shewn below, the countries
leing arranged in the order of their importance, so far as regards value of trade with India in
he year 1877-78 :—

Total valua. Petr::&‘;‘"‘o? Itr? dv;:hole
B
‘rance . . 6,59,72,301 589
itraits Set.tlements 4,08,43,690 8-29
‘oylon 3,56,70,877 2-87
taly . . . 2,30,49,454 1-86
Jnited States . . 2,21,24, 446 1-78
dauriting ., . 1,89,80,649 153
,Lustria 1,58,58,485 1-28
Yersin . 1,49,89,594 1-21
Arabia (excludmd' Aden) 1,49,19,33] 1-20
larkey in Agia - . 1,04,81,910 -84,
Egypt . . 91,590,981 T4
Austfraha. . 83,906,538 ~G8
Aden . . 65,70,867 45
Eastern Coast of Africa . 55,40,162 45
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Indja,T.he trade with these countries and with England and China forms 98'28 of the trade of

8. The largest proportion of our trade 6122 . i i
. 10Tl ! — per cent. inclnding treasure, and 49-85 per
cent., if only merchandise is considered,—continues to be with the United Kingdom. F

,  The figures of the total imports and exports of .merchandise for the Tast five years
are as follow :— : : ,

~ Imports. Exports.

. B R
187374 . . . . 253544498 28,21,69,558
187476 . . .. . 289804892 97,57,05,480
187676 . . . . . 30,51,81,232 98,07,72,349
187677 . . .. . 297524433 2802,01,055
187778 . .. . . 32,2113,034 | 29,61,86,062

The very great increase in imports was widely distributed over various articles, the
most important of which are cotton twist and piece goods, and liquors.- In metals, although
there was a large increase in quantity, the value declined considerably. . : '

The increase in exports was due chiefly tq rice, wheat, hides and skins, jute, linseed
and rapeseed, and tea. < .

 When the trade of Indiain articles of this kind is referred to, it practically, to s
very great extent, means the trade of India with the United Kingdom. Itseems unnecessary
therefore torepeat here what has been said elsewhere under the head of these articles.

9. With other European countries, i. e. conntries with which India conducts a consi-
derable trade, the fluctuations of trade are of no particular importance, and after the detailed
remarks of last year they do not need comment, which would only go over the same ground.
It will be sufficient to make the following brief notes: ' '

‘ . Germany : a large increase in expdrts under the head of Coiton, shipments of which
doubled. On the other hand exports of cotton to Holland diminished while there wasa.

largely increased export of linseed.

B | taly.—imports can hardly be said to be developing, but exports are increasing steadily
year by year. The establishment of aline of Italian steamers (Rubbatino) voyaging to Bom-
bay and Caleutts has belped the trade materially, and I understand that the establishment of

a second line is now in contemplation.

Spain.—The export of cotton increased about sixfold. I l.)e]ieve this cottoF never was
landed in Spain at all, but was probably shipped from India for some sz?msh_pf)rt “ for
orders.” This very common practice for some classes of. goo.ds, especially rice, vitiates our
statistics so far as regards the ultimate destination of some Infhan goods. Thus, um.ier Egypt
we have a return of pearly 57 lakhs of rupees representing 1':h¢? value. of Indm:n goods
exported t@ither (cotton R 11,565,030 and indigo R30,85,773), but it is certain that neither the

cotton nor the indigo was consumed in Egypt.

10. Mauﬁtz‘us. shews & largely increased trade, though not as large as t]:fat of 1875-7-6, in
consequence of & very great increase in the imports of sugar. Exports also increased owing to
the rise in the price of rice. )

11. United States.—A conéiderable inerease in imports, due toa greatly developed trade

in kerosine oil. 5
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12. China.—Imports increased by nearly 32 lakhs, owing to the largely increased trade i
raw silk which shews an increase of about.18 lakhs of rupees., There was also an increase 1
the imports of copper. In exports there was nothing noticeable. These consist mostly of opium
the tmde in which barely exceeded that of the prevxous year. *

13. Persia.—A large increase (about ten lakhs) in imports in consequence of a large
trade in cotton, wheat, pearls, and dates. Re-exports also increased a great deal, Enghsh c]nnt
having been sent to the Gulf in quantities.

14, Straits—A c0ns_1derable increase in imports, owing to alarger trade in tin and t
unimportant increases in various other articles, mainly under the head of Provisions, I
exports also there is a large increase of 20 lakhs due to cotton, rice, hides, and gunny bags.

15. The imports from Turkey in Asia exhibit an enormous increase, the total value
having risen from R13,04,279 to R51,21,589, the increase being due to the largest extent t
a great development in the trade in wheat and other food grains, and fruits, chiefly dates.

16. Australie.—A small increase in imports, coals having been sent to Indiain large
quantity than in the previous year. The import of coal from Australia seems to fluctuate a goo
deal. The only other imports of importance from Australia are copper and horses. In thes
there have been no noticeable changes. The exports of the ® year increased very largely, the whol
trade having been much in excess of that of the previous four years. The main articles o
export are rice, gunny bags, and castor oil. - Both oil and bags were exported in quantitie
largely in excess of the trade of 1876-77. Coffee too was exported in some quantity, thoug
the trade was after all but little more than half that of 1875.76. There ought, as remarke
elsewhere in this review, fo be a very la,rge trade in both tea and coffee with Australia, and i
is much to be regretted that one has not yet been opened out. ,

IMPORT TRADE,

17. Most of the pnnclpa.l articles imported into Indla. mcreased considerably during th
year, as will be seen from the list below :— .

. 187374 1874-765. 1875-76. 1878-7_7. El-877-78.
R £ R B 7
Apparel . . B7,82,206 |  62,04,550 | 61,5961 | 5248088 | 55 75,966
Cosl 7400268 | 68,04607 | 66,55,852 | 93,17,106 | 1,00,81,547
Cotton twist and yarn . %,62,80,588 | 3,15,77,705 | 2,79,47,692 | 2,73,35,136 | 2,85,04,054
Cotton piece goods— | | | |
Grey - - |10,04,16,781 |11,87,55,363 | 10,68,97,122 |10,12,52,687 |11,56.28,520
White -~ . .. %,93,10,780 | 2,56,43,658 | 2,68,77,064 | 9,88,75,345 | 2,93,61,088
. Coloured I3,1L070 | 2,26,24,242 | 2,83,72,508 | 2,70,08,200 | 2,45,41,084
Other sorts of piece goods . 10,387 1,54,344. 9,47,928 10,67,912 14,97,102
Cotton goods—Other sorts 507,692 | 458,000 | 19,07,508 | 16,25,146 21,95,375
Torar or Cotion Goo . ‘]7 T i

DS 17, 8,4.6,248 19,42,13,397 18,24,49,813 18,72,58,327 20,17,27,160

Hardware and Cutlery * \
* 47,58,388 44,01,596 44,82,278

* Included with Tron, under Metals.
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187894 | 17475 | 187576 1876-77. 187718,
Liquors— R B B - R B
- Ale, beer, and porter . : _ : . : ;
Al bee, po 33,79,155 - 84,98,438 | 26,81,065 | 27,06,644 { $1,30,700
Spirtte * N
P | 48,85,971 | 558,320 | 60,34,761 | .62,21,840 | 64,76,614
Wines and 1i .. '
queurs 47,45,604 |  47,46,951 | 51,60,604 { 40,80,755 | 43,60,198
Other sorts. .
T Eome - 16,360 19,146 44,754 87,681 48,077
A I
Torar or Lrquoss - .| 1,80,27,090 | 1,38,02,864 | 1,89,21,274 | 1,30,35,920 1,40,15,689
" Metals—
Copper . % . 561,30,283 | 86,388,729 | 1,20,75,001 | 1,39,81,017 | 1,49,81,749
Iron . . . . 79,55,160 | 1,24.78,485 | 1,42,45,978 | 1,52,84,057 | 1,48,55,611
Other sorts. . 42,99,677 | 49,59,010 | - 60,138,712 | 63,49,004 | 67,7277
TotaL or MzraLs 1,78,85,070 | 2,60,71,224 | 3,28,34,601 | 3,56,14,078 | 8,60,54,637
Provisions . 87,28,678.1 - 836,37,218] 171,85,373 | 86,10,591 | 85,87,966"
Railway plant and rolling stock 43,93,308 | ' 53,80,621 | 69,897,696 | 69,19,076 | 90,70,024
Sak . . . . . 88,58,543-| 75,57,714 |  60,09,348 43,08,901 40,138,655
- Si]k_ " . . . .
Baw . . . . . 78,60,138 | 87,20,260 | 69,43,885 | 45,18,954 |  67,80,692
Manufactored . . 60,83,730 | 71,04778 | 70,88,661 | 58,47,880 . 80,48,825
Spices . .0 . . . 16505618 | 17,291,261 | 5050,880 | 43,20,803 | 48,858,837
Sugar . . . .| 680781 | 51,65,686| 89,59,272 | 40,85,568 | 79,80,858
_ Woollen goods 66,89,108 | 56,75,855 | 86,97,603 | 81,16,521 |. 78,27,809

18. ‘Although'however the volume of trade increased to thig considerable degree, it can .
hardly be said that the increase was normal and satisfactory. On the contrary, coinciding as
it did with a year in which the rates of exchange were unfavourable to importers and when
considerable areas in Southern and Western India were suffering from famine, when bad crops
and the depletion of stocks of food-grains for export also caused much suffering in North-
Western India, it is clear that the great development of the import trade was m fact the outcome
of the efforts made by traders in England, suffering from the consequences of a severe and
prolonged commerecial crisis, to find markets for their goods and obtain a money retur-n
enabling them to continue the struggle, even though the retum should shew & loss. This
was specially the case in the cotton goods trade, these goods being thIOWI.l on tlze merket
recklessly in spite of strong though unheeded ramc.m'stra.nce from India, leaving _heavy
losses, and helping to continue the unfavourable condition of exchange. In these circum-
stances it will not be necessary on the present occasion to treat at any length upon t}w

, Teatures of speciﬁc items of the import trade, except s0 far as there may be any special

‘reason in each case. .
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19. Coal increased very largely, from 519,749 tons to 601,257 tons, a figure much m excess
of any béfare attained. The great demand for fonnage in the coasting trade .dumng the
coasting trade brought crowds of shipping to India, and many of these carried coals as
ballast ; speculation too assisted the increase, and the stock accumulated af: the end of the
year is said to have been great. There has been a considerable restriction in the coal trade
duﬁng the current year. The value of coal was on the average more than a rupee a ton less
than in 1876-77. ) '

' 90. Cotton goods.—The following statement shews the quantity and value of the imports
of cotton twist and yarn for the last six years, together with the average prices per pound :—

Quuntity—Pouuds. |  Value—Rapees. | Aversgo privo per
81898 . . . . ... 31,689,441 |  2,62,82,958 | 132 annas,
87874 . . - . . . . .| so518815 2,62,80588 | 187
8475 . . . ' | s7,007260 3,15,77,795 | 136.- ,,
WIsTe . . . . . ... sumrse 070,47,602 | 140
187671 . . . . . . . .| sseroz08 2,73,35136 | 181
87778 . . . . . . . .| ss1es125 2,85,04084 | 126

The figures exhibit' a material fall in value during the last two years of the series,
although the quantity imported largely increased. The causes of this increase in the quantity
of imports and of the simultaneous fall in prices are well known and have often been dis-
cussed, in previous reviews of the trade of India and elsewhere. Briefly stated, they are
overproduction in England, requiring that stocks should be worked off to keep firms afloat,
whether prices realised a profit or not, and coincident restriction of demand in many consuming
markets, and especially in India and China, where famine prevailed with great severity
during this period. A minor cause which contributed to the depression of prices .was . the
competition of the Bombay mills in the lower qualities of yarns. These mills had also
accumulated large stocks, and, like the English mills, found themselves left with great supplies
in hand at a time when failure of crops had greatly reduced the consuming capacity of the
country as, well as of China, to which considerable quantities of Indian twist are exported.

. The Government of India remitted the import duty of 3} per cent. on imported yarns
up to No. 32 mule and No. 20 water inclusive, with effect from the 20th March 1878. But
the remission of course had no effect on the trade of the official year at the end of which
it was made. Nor indeed can it be said that the remission has had any particular effect
during the current yearin increasing the trade in those qualities of yarns which are now
exampted frqm duty. TIn point of fact the duty never seriously operated as a protection of
-mative manufacture, though no doubt theoretically it was protective inasmuch as similar
yarns made in India are untaxed; the incidence of the duty moreover fell with such compara-
tive lightness that it probably did not appreciably restrict consumption. In any case, it was
-not possible to expect any material increase of demand with a hi
as vast areas of the Empire were suffering from the consequences of entire or partial failure
of the harvests and the prices of food-grains stood at a point far above their normal level.
There is a prospect now of prices of food speedily falling in most parts of India, and the
accounts of the year 1879-80 will shew finally whether the duty on imported yarns operated

eith'er to protect Indian yams or so to raise the price of both imported and Indian yarns that:
their consumption was materially restricted. ' -

gher range of prices as long



\ (9)

or :;lll b of :ﬁ?ml]lijshapply: n the.u entirety to the trade in grey piece goods, much the most
lmPt ot of the sub- eads into which the trade in cotton manufactures is divided forming
as :1 . hurmg the ye.ar about eleven-seventeenths of the whole value. The prou;ess of the
trade 1s shewn. below, n the same way as the trade in twist has been exhibited abo:fe —

. Yards. R
- 1872-73 . *735,759,000 9,30,68,908
1873-74 . *768,692,000 10,04,16,781
1874-75 . *877,802,000 11,37,55,363
1875-76 . 856,534,622 10,63,97,122
1876-77 . 840,605,329 10,12,52,587
187778 - 992,637,679 11,66,28,529

Coloured piece goods exhibit a material' decline, but the imports of whife goods
rathe1: mcrea.sed Compared with grey goods these two classes are of small importance, the
quantities imported during the year having been 150,548,913 yards and 215,624,360 yards -
respectively. Colouted goods are subject to great competition with goods printed in India

-which are largely used all over the country in preference to English prints, but especially in
Southern India, whence also there is a fairly large export of this class of goods.

21. Glass and glassware shew a slight recovery on the falling off of the previous year;
but the trade is still much below the level of former years.

22. The imports of grain and pulse shew, as might have been expected ;from the famine-
stricken condition of large areas of the Empire, an enormous development, the quantity
imported having amounted to more than a million and a quarter hundredweights, as compared
with 41,000 and 282,000 cwt. in the two previous years. The bulk of the imports, 4. e.,
860,000 cwt., consisted of rice and wheat, the latter sent almost enfirely to Bombay from the
Persian Gulf. A good deal of the rice also was imported into the Presidency from the Gulf,

while some was sent from Ceylon to Madras.

93. The imports of kardware and cutlery appear, so far as the figures of the three years
for which separate returns exist offer an indication of the general course of trade, to range

with tolerable steadiness between 40 and 50 lakhs a year..

24. Hops.~~The imports are as yet small, but they are steadily ingreasing, the quantities
for the last.three years having been 1,629, 1,807, and 2,135 ¢wt. The cultivation of hops in
India has as yet not been a practical success. They have done well so far only in Kashmir,
but the progress of the cultivation there on the p]a,ntat_ion of one hundred acres established
by the Maharaja has been greatly interfered with by the drought which has prevailed in the
valley. The demand for hops in India must certainly i.ncrea;e from year to year with the
regular increase in the production of beer. According to returns received by the Govern-
ment of India most of the production of beer is in the Punjab and the North-Western
Provinces. It is brewed at Murree, Simla, Kasauli, Mussoorie, and Naini Tal, and that _

which is produced at the three first stations has acquired a well merited reputation, and its
he troops and residents is annually increasing. The average purchases

consumption both by t
G 1 epartment are now about & million. gallons a year, or half of the

of the Commissariat D g
total quantity said to be brewed in the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces. In these

two Provinces there are ten breweries now at work, five in each.

' '
ort of unmanufactured Tvory continues on & declining scale, the quantities

during the last five years baving been successively 855,188 lbs., 567,214 lbs., 568,588 lbs.,
546,797.1bs., 456,662 Ibs. The trade has been to some extent diverted from Bcfmba,y by the -
esta.,blishment of direct communication between Zanzibar and London, but this can hardly

| 25. The imp

years have been xounded off as o small portion of the imports was recorded in pairs which huve

® The figures for these three X
been reducedgiw yoxds at the rate of 871 yards per pair. . o
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account for the whole decrease, s only a small proportion comparatively of the imports
into India is intended for re-export to Europe. :

96, Liguors—Under this head generally there is a considerable increase both in quantity
and value. ' : :

Beer and Porer increased by 151,155 gallons. Spirifs increased by 883,187 gallons,
the quantity imported being greatly in excess of the imports of any year of the series of
. five, notwithstanding the elevation of the duty by the Tariff of 1875 by as much as a rupee
a gallon. Evidently the trade is well able to support the duty. .

Wines also increased by 32,491 gallons. The imports will probably increase still
further now, in consequence of the reduction of duty on still wines other than clarets to
the rate imposed on clarets, viz., one rupee a gallon, the reduction involving an abandonment
of one-third of the duty.

' The total declared value of all classes of liquors imported during the last five years was as
follows :— , :
| . o ‘B

1873-74 . . . . . . . 1,30,27,020

1874-75 e« e« ..o+ 1,388,02,8064

1875-76 .. . . . . . . 1,39,21,274

1876-77 s v+« « v .+ o1,8035,920

1877-718 . . . . , > . . 1,40,15,689

27. In Machinery and Millwork there has been some diminution, as was to have been
expected, considering the depressed condifion of industrial enterprise for the last year or
two, especially in the branch of cotton weaving, still passing through & critical period. The
imports fell from R88,23,734 to R85,09,969. During the three previous years the
imports were over & crore, the average of the three years having been R1,19,33,190.

. 28. Mefals.—The total imports shew an increase both in quantity and value, the figures
for the last three years being : '

Tons. : R
1876-76 . .. 124,404 . . . 8,28,34691
1876-77 . .. 140914 . . . 35614,078
1877-78 ... 154523 . . . 3,60,54,637

The two most important items under this head aI:e Copper and Iron. Copper increased
considerably, the imports having risen from 272,353 cwt. to 820,108 cwt., the consequence

no doubt of a large fall in prices, 46 rupees the ewt. being the declared value against
51 rupees, as well as of limited imports in previous years.

Iron also, like copper and other metals generally, has fallen very materially in value,

and thetimports, perhaps for this reason, shew a quantity of 2,437,721 owt. against 2,251,193
cwt. in the previous year. Wrought iron is most largely imported in the shape of bar, angle

bolt and rod iron, sheets and plates, and hoop iron. ' g

29. Oils.—The trade is practically confined to the import of mineral oil, mostly kerosine
oil'from the United States. Qut of the total quantity of 2,817,969 gallons of oils imported
0o less than 2,405,405 gallons consisted of mineral oil. These figures indicate 'a.n enormou;
increase over the trade of the previous year, which was only 439,123 gallons. That was a
small trade compared with the imports of 1875-76, which amounted to 621,530 gallons, but
even this ﬁgu-re was exceeded nearly fourfold by those of the year of review, ;.nd the trad,e has
still further increased during the current year. This great development has been accounted
for by the collapse of a combination which had been formed by speculators in the States to
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keep up prices, but t!mugh 10 doubt prices fell materially on the occurrence of the collapse ..
and exports were stimulated, these facts do not by themselves entirely account for the deve-
lopment of the tl_‘?ﬂe. 1 understand that the wells have been worked with inereased vigour
and that production has been greatly enlarged, with the usual results, It must be said too .
that the demand has greatly widened in India and that one now sees in the Presidency towns
in native shops and dwellings gas-burners and bright and cleanly mineral oil lamps Where
fwo or three years ago the fetid smoky chirdg fed by impure vegetable oil only served to
make darkness visible. This is one of those improvements which have been gradually but
surely tending to ameliorate the material condition of the people of the country, and as one
improvement of the kind is always followed by another, there is hope that the squalor which
has from time immemorial characterised the dwelling of the Hindu will in course of time
sensibly diminish and finally disappear. It isa pity that the oil now imported into the country
from the United States is of such low quality as to render it dangerous in use. Unless
the quality is improved, there ought to be a good opening for the competition of shale oils
from the United Kingdom, and manufacturers there might find it to their interest to thrust
American oil from the Indian market. Mineral and all other oils were freed from import duty
in March 1878, and the remission of duty seems to have given an additional impetus to
the trade. : ‘

30. Provisions, an important heading, have also increased materially, the value of the
imports having risen from R66,10,591 to R85,87,966. A considerable item under this
heading is that of *Fruits and vegetables, dried, salted or preserved.” These are mostly dates
imported from the Persian Gulf: they are of various kinds, and are used as food by well-fo-do
Europeans as well as by some classes of poorer natives, especially in the fowns of Calcutta
and Bombay., The value of the imports of these fruits was R 38,565,403 as compared with

R 27,30,080 in the previous year.

31. Railway plont and rolling stock.—A considerable increase occurred under this head,
the total having risen from R.69,19,076 to & 90,70,024. The increase was caused by largely
augmented imports of engines and waggons required to meet the demsnds for more rolling
stock on the G. I. P. and Madras Railways caused by the famine of Southern and Western
Todia. Materials for construction were imported to a much smaller extent than in the

previous year. *

32. Salt.—The imporfs fell off very largely, having amounted fo 'only 254,231 tons as
compared with 298,776 tons in the previous year. In 1875-76 the imports had exceeded
865,000 tons. : ' :

33. Raw Silk.—The imports Were in excess of those of 1876.77, though still under the
- ' g the last five years are as follow :— |

average. The quantities imported durin,
' Ths.

PN, 7R S . 2,282,758
1SS« . . e m et 2,469,255
187596 . . . e e 9,467,244
187677 . - -+ - . . 1461069
18778 . . e o~ 2,102,930

, . ; Ths, during the year,

. o e io tmoorted into Bombay, which took 1,659,56:!. uring the year,
Most c(;fin this Bsﬂ.k lstalilezﬂa s, deal of tho T emainde. The quantity of raw silk imported
?ro:;low m:;,eri ally in excess of the raw silk of Indian production exported, but for a brief
ls -

review of the industry I would refer to the section treating of Fhe exp?rt trade,



(12 )

© 34, Silk manufactures.—Seven-eighths of these are piece goods of unmixed silk. The
mports are large, the values for the last five years having been as follow :— |

. B
18784 . . . .+« . . . 6088739
187475 . . v e e e e . Me4Ts
ISTE76 . . . e+ s+« « . 70,88,661
187677 . . i .+ « « . . b84T7,880
187798 . . . .« . . . . 804882

\bout half of the total imports are consumed in Burma, where the people wear silk much
nore generally than is done in any, part of India. In fact, silk is the material from which
he Burmese apparel, male and female, is made, cotton being comparatively but little used.
[he high prices which the Burmese agriculturists obtained for their rice during the pleva.len.ce
»f the Indian famine enabled them to indulge in their favourite luxury of silk attire very
reely : hence the largely increased imports of the year.

35. Spices.—The import is increasing, betelnuts, cloves, and pepper being the three kinds
chiefly brought to the counfry: betelnuts from Ceylon, the Straits and Sumatra, cloves from
Zanzibar, and pepper from the Straits. Cloves are mostly imported into Bombay the most
convenient Indian port for Zanzibar and are thence distributed to other parts of India or
re-exported. Pepper comes {o Bengal, and betelnuts are taken in large quantities by Madras
and Bengal. Bombay obtains the largest part of ifs supplies and those of Sind from the
districts on the Malabar Coast. = - : '

36. Sugar~—The increase in the imports was very great, but the quantity did not
approach ‘that of 1875-76, and the trade appears to be subject within certain Limits to
considerable fluctuations :— ' .

| : Cwt. R

o 187874 . . . . . . 435570 55,89,781
1874-75-. . . . . . 395715 51,65,636
18776 . . . .. . 613,151 89,59,272
187677 . . . . . . 258105 40,35,563
8778 . . . . .. 475,105 . '79,80,358

The increase in the trade during the year is attributable mainly to the great rise in the-
pnoe of Indian sugar, for which there was a large .demand for exporf to Europe at Pprices
exceeding the level of European quotations and much above the rates which Bombay could
give. Hence decreased imports into Bombay from Bengal, and proportionately larger imports
from Mauritius. The remission of the transit duty on the sugar produced in the North-
‘Western Provinces when crossing the Customs line, a remission made in March 1878, has con-
siderably developed the frade, having helped to enable the North-West'suga,x'- to :anter into
competition in the Bombay Presidency with Mauritius sugar. High railway charges however
are a great obstacle to a full development of trade.

37, The only other articles of considerable importance in the list of imports into India
occur under the head of Poollen goods. These, consisting mostly of piece gdods, exhibit a

a_;light reduction on the trade of the previous year which again was less th
but the decline is temporary and of no importance, o oss than that of 1875-76,

RE-EXPORT TRADE,

: previous reports
going over the old lines. The total value of
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the trade exhibits 2 small increase of ahout s lakh of rupees, 61, .52' per ‘cent. The follow-

ing figures shew the totals of the trade for the last five years ;—

. B
iggz;«; Coe e ... 1,84,63,686
Ieteaet Tt .. 18111696
e .. . L3608
g Y R

T8 oLl 2,04.21,800

More than half the re-export.s OOIl.Bists' of Manchester twi . .
-to the Persian Gulf ond Zangibar, chester twist and picco goods sont chiefly

LN

EXPORT TRADE, .

- 89. The export of articles of Indian produce and manufacture was carried on during the
year on & scale of magnitude unprecedented except in the years of the cotton mania, 1864-65
and 1865-66, the trade of which amounted 4o R67,37,08,912 and R64,16,95,998 respect- -

. ively. The totals for the last five years are as under —

: . R
1873-74 . . . . 0. B31L44.975
187475 . . . . . . . . 450,0,909 o
187576 . . . . . . . . 5621,22,438
1876-77 . . . . + . . . 589300603
187798 . . . . . . . . 631435332

The increase is due to an augmented trade in cotton goods, indigo, myraholams, grain and
pulse, hides and skins, jute, raw and manufactured, oilseeds, and tea.

. In some of the other great staples of the export trade—coffee, cotton, opium, silk and stk

-goods, sugar, and ‘wool,—the trade was not equal to that of the past year, but except in the

case of raw cotton and silk, the decreases were not material and may be assigned to temporary

causes of noreal importance. Cotton and silk however have declined continuously year after

. year, and it is diffieult to resist the conviction that in these two afticles the competition of
India with other countries is being conducted under increasingly unfavourable conditions and

that the revival of a large and active trade can hardly be hoped for. ‘

The increase of the total trade of 1877-78 over that of 1876-77 was 715 per cent., and-

*

the increase over the average of the four previous years 13-38 per cent.

40. Coffee.—The exports for the last five years were as follow :—

— Ot : B
187874, . . . . . 364,420 1,49,14,109
187495 . . . . .. 811,831 1,30,63,346
1875-76 371,986 1,62,70,267
187677 . . . . . 302489 1,34,58,217
8778 . . . . . 297,827 1,83,84,992

The drought in Southern India affected the coffee plantations as well as the fields of food

grains and would of itself sufficiently account for diminished exports, if the leaf disease and the

borer did not ﬁelp to keep the yield down. The average vz'ﬂue percwt. was'a.iittle !u'gher than
in 1876-747, having been just over 45 rupees as compared with 44rd. Tl.le United ngt‘iom. an-d
France are the two: largest consumers of Indian coﬂ“e.e, although in both fi:;mtms it is,
subject to excessively heavy duties; 14 shillings per cwt. in England, and 156 cs the 100

kilos in France when imported direct, an add1t101'1 of 20 francs being made when the msortatmn
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s made indirectly through a Europesn entrepst. The duty of 166 francs is equal to a
rate of £8 Bs. bd. per owt., which is in fact not much short of 100 per cent. on the value of our
coffee. The English duty is at the rate of about 15 per cent. advalorem. The United States,

. with their stupendously protective tariff, shew a good example to both England and France

in this matter, for the Americans admit coffee in the berry free of duty. I cannot quite

understand how it is that a trade with Australia in coffee has not come into existence as yet.

The colonies consume large quantities of tea and coffee, but they do not take either the one

or the other from India. It cannot be said that they dislike our tea and coffee, and I believe

the truth to be that no real attempt has as yet been made from India to open out a trade. Pro-
ducersin Indis have hitherto found a ready market in Europe for their whole production and
bave had no inducement to essay the opening of a trade with Australia. Nevertheless the
trade would certainly become a source of considerable profit to India and it would be well
_ worth the while of some energetic speculator to direct his attention to the matter. The
exhibitions to be held this year at Sydney and next year at Melbourne offer an excellent

~ opportunity for introducing these staples to the notice of the colonists.  * .

41. Cotton, raw.—The exports for the last five years bave been as follow :—

Cowt. R g

1873-74 .. .. 4499698 ¢ 13,21,22,409
1874-75 .« . . 5,600,086 15,25.73,416

. 187576 . . . . 5,000,788 13,27,80,635
1876-77 e .. 4B57.914 . 11,74,61,836
1877-78 Ce .. 3,459,077 9,38,35,340

The: average value (B271 per cwi.) exhibits a recovery on the downward course
. of prices of recent years. Tt does not follow however from this recorded recovery of prices
_ at Bombay that the trade of the year wasa good cne. It isnotorious fhat speculation is
most active in this trade, that prices at Bombay are often, indeed generally, kept above the "
‘range of prices at Liverpool, and that this upward tendency has been much encouraged by the
demand for consumption in the Bombay mills, where also speculative competition has been
very rife. Shipments of cotton have beén in favour, even with a range of prices higher than
those ruling in England, in order to diminish the heavy loss occasioned by exchange in the
remittance of bills. Prices were also forced up by a partial failure of the crop in sotr,ne of the

cotton growing districts of the Bombay Presidency which greatly reduced the quantity available
~ for export and for local consumption. . -

The quantity shipped to the United Kingdom has been falling off year aftér year since

- 18.71.72, until in the year of report it was less than one and a bhalf million ewt. as compared
with over 5 millions in that year." England in fact is no longer a large customer for leidia.n
cotton, much less than half of the total exports going thither. The continental countries
however maintain their demand on a scale which increases, though neither very rapidly nor
very largely. Austria during the year took about 407,000 cwt., France about 611 (I))OO d wt
Gert.na.ny 109,000, Italy 434,000, and China is also a fairly large consumer of Indi,an co:t .
ha,v1n.g ta:ken 20_9,000 cwt. in the year. The demand for Indian eotton in Italy appears t OII;,
steadily increasing. Tart of the cotton is; it appears, destined ultimately forI:tP;an :t tg
South Germany, but the greater part is worked up in the cotton mills which h f laspo
bee; estz;l;];:lshed in Lombardy and elsewhere in Italy. A part of this cotton a:::i:fe's ;:cieaﬁ

- s from Itely in the shape of Turkey red twist, the imports i i

-, restricted scale, increased a good deal of late years, Thfs in Z(l)é’?gf];:sho;? ;:1:3;(1)1 l(:1,’11)13 sf)lfut::isab

were imported from Ifaly, whereas in 1877-78 : :
amounted to 246,590 Tbs, the imports were tenfold that quantity, having
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. 42. Cotton, manufactured.—The followin g figures represent the value of cotton twist and
piece gqods exported to foreign countries during the last five years:— '

R
1873-74 L. .o L. 52,2608
187475 . . .0 0L L BL2s4e
176.%6° . . .. . ... " 6634236
1876-77 -+ -« ... . 81238922
87718 . . L L 0L L 11427893

. At first sight these figures, as shewing that the trade has doubled itself in five years,
would be taken as 8 gratifying indication of the flourishing condition of the cotton spin.
ning and weaving industry in India. In fact however there is little cause for congratula-
tion, for ‘the .industry is passing through a eritical period in its history. The Indian
cotton mills have had much to contend with during the last three or four years. Over-
production in Lahcashire has caused the Indian markets to be glutted with Manchester

‘goods -thrown into the country in reckless profusion to be disposed of at any loss;

the failure of crops caused by drought has most seriously impaired the purchasing power
of the people; and simultaneously with the operation of these two causes of unfavour-
able trade for the mills it happened that they had themselves accumulated very large

- stocks, and that," as a consequence ‘of inefficient and in some cases dishonest manage-
.ment, it was absolutely necessary to dispose of these stocks for what they might fetch.
- Hence the very largely increased exports during the year of review and the year previous

toit. But these speculations have not resulted profitably and most if not all of the mills
have been compelled to work on short time, some have closed altogether (only temporarily
it ‘may be- hoped), and wages have everywhere been reduced. ‘That the mills have been able
to survive the crisis through which they have passed is a proof—considering ‘the charaoter
of their management generally—that the industry is essentially sound, that it has in it all
the elements of permanence, and that it will eventually be prosperous. Nevertheless the

+ mills have still a bad time before them. The importation of Manchester goods continues

on an increased scale, and the Chinese have imitated the example of India and set up
the first native spinning and weaving mill at Shanghai, a mill which if it succeeds—and
there seems to be no reason fo apprehend failure—will undoubtedly be only the forerunmer
of many others. Now China is the principal foreign customer for Indian twist. However,
events such as these maust be looked for: it seems tolerably clear that as the years go by °
no nation will feel disposed to continue, a day longer than can be helped dependent on
another nation for the supply of the fabric from which the bulk of the clothing of the
population is made. The fabric will ' under ordinarily favourable conditions be made in
the country itself, and Manchester and India (so far as India has secured a foreign
customer) must alike resign themselves to see'the consumption of their manufactures more.
and more limited to the country in which they are made. It is perhaps well that India
should become aware that China cannot be depended upon as a permanent customer before
the trade has so extended and developed as to become an essential resource for the mills.

The total export of Indian twist reached 15,600,201 ibs. in 1877-78, bt.aing nearly
double the exports of the previous year. During the current year the exp?rts will probably
exceed 20 million pounds, The value of the export of twist, which constitutes the bulk of
the trade in cotton manufactures, was about 68} lakhs of rupees, or say three-fifths of the
total exports. The rapidity of the increase under this head is I.Jy Lo -means equalled by
the progress of the piece goods trade, though that also is. steadily increasing. The most
yaluable part of the piece goods exported consists of eoloured good_s sent mf)stly from Madras
to. Ceylon and the Straits. The export of such goods amounted in vai!ue to over 22 lakhs
of rupees, the quantity being 7,331,685 yards. Grey goods, mostly mill made and exported
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from Bombay to Aden, Arabis, Zaniibar, and the Mekran Coast, numbelfed over 10 million
yards, worth R14,15,092. ' o

43. The following notes summa@riée the contents of & memorandum Writfen by me in
August after visiting some of the Bombay cotton mills, and give some .parhculgrs of the
industry as at present cayried on there. . :

The Bombay mills may be taken to represent the cotton spinfling_ and wegving industry,

2 practised by machinery, in India. Of the 53 mills now working in the f-,ountry, 41 are
situated within the Bombay Presidency, and three-fourths of these are in the Isla.l-ld of
Bombay, the other fourth being in the Guzerat Cotton districts. - Of the 12 mills not within
the Bombay Presidency, there are 5 in Cealcutta, 2 in Madras, 2 at Cawnpore, 1 at Nagpore,
1 at Indore, and 1 at Hyderabad in the Deccan. These mills give work to 10,533 1001ps and
1,289,706 spindles. The progress of the industry will be apparent from the comparative figures
below for three years :— :

Mills st work. |  No.of looms, . No. of spindles.
187576 . . 4 9,139 * 1,100,112
1876-77 51 10,385 1,244,206
1877718 . 53 10,533 1,289,706

The manufactures of the Bombay mills I found, from what T saw myself and heard from
various sources, to be as follows :— S . S

The bulk of the yarns spun consists of Nos. 6, 10, and 20 mule twist. Water twist is
spun in smaller quantities, and the highest number spun to any extent seems to be No. 18,
but the bulk is 16s, The mills can spin mule twist up to 30s without any difficulty, and
‘even up to 40s, but it is very rare that, as a matter of fact, they do spin either number.
Even 28s are spun in but small quantities, either for the manufacture of goods specially |

-ordered, or for the weaving of hosiery, a branch of industry recently started. The ecom-

‘moner kinds of short-stapled cottons are not fit for the spinning by machinery of the

finer kinds of yarns, and they can be only employed for the lower counts, say up to 22s.

Higher than that, from 24s to 26s, 28s, and 30s, the spinner requires s longer stapled

‘cotton, such as Hingunghat and good Coompta, and even such good cotton is not adapted

for the proper spinning of yarn above 80s, for which an admixture of Egyptian or American

. is required. The ‘Manchester Chamber of Commerce says that 40s are spun in Lancashire

from Indian yarn, and it is possible that this may be the case with the better machinery
of the English mills and the greater care and skill of the operatives employed in the work.

But it seems doubtful whether, even with these advantages, the Lancashire mills can and

do use Indian cotton alone for 40s yarns. I feel tolerably certain from admissions made

by the Lancashire millowners themselves some years ago (before the disenssion on the duties
commenced), from the fact that more than half of our Indian cotton is re.
England to the Continent where machinery has been specially adapted to it,
I have myself seen in Bombay, that 40s yarn is no# made from
that the material must be mixed with long
result, -

exported from
and from what
unmixed Indian cotton, and
-stapled American cotton to ensure a successful

However this may be, it is quite certain that in the Bombay

spun. from Indian cotton so as to eompete with imported yarn of the same quality, The
 prices per pound ofthe different numbers of yarn only differ by an anna. Thug 20s being
worth 6} annas, 30s are woﬁzh 7} annas, 40s are worth 8% annas, and 50s about 93 annas,

mills 40s yarn eould not be



(17 )

Now, to spin 40s-profitably where 305 may be spun profitably, it is necessary that the cost and
‘the quantity and quality of the outturn should not differ very much. They do, however, differ
greatly. The raw material costs a good deal more, the difference in price between the
-ordinary kinds of Broach cotton and the finer Coomptas and Hingunghats being _propor-
tionately much greater than is, the difference jn price between 30s and 40s. The difference
is increased in the counts higher than 30 by the necessity of using American cotton. The
cause of the disproportionate difference between the price of the finer and lower kinds of raw
-cotton, as compared with the difference in the price of the higher and lower numbers of
twist is, I believe, this, that there is comparatively only a small outturn of the finer kinds
of cotton, and that this is eagerly taken up both for export to Europe and for hand-weaving,
Prices consequently keep at a level which the mills cannot afford to reach,

Then the quantity of the outtirn is diminished. Tn the spinning of the finer yarns the
mule travels backward and forward more slowly than {n the spinning of lower counts, and
the outturn is diminished as the numbers increase. AS between 30s and 40s there is, I

~believe, a difference of nearly 2 third in the outturn in an equal time. ‘

Lastly, the quality is not so good. It isa fact that with Indian cotton, the Bombay
mills are not able to spin such good and even yarn in the counts from 26 to 30 as the English
:spinners. The thread frequently breaks, and the yarn comes out with a great many knobs
on it, while English yarn is beautifully even. This unevenness is caused both by the short
staple of the material which is worked, and the unskilfulness, or rather carelessness, of the
" operatives who, though they work very well when making coarse yarns, do nof give to their
duty the close attention which is fequired when the finer yarns are being spun. Unevenness
. in yarn in the lower numbers, used for coarse piece goods, does not affect the price; but in
 the finer yarns, it is a defect of great importance, and people who buy the hetter classes of
yarn, intended as they are for good cloths, will prefer to pay a little more for Engﬁ§h yarn
rather than take the Indian yarn. :

The causes, then, which prevent the spinning of yarns of 40s and upwards in the
Indian mills, are—

1st, high price of raw material ;

2nd, diminution in outturn as compared with léwer counts ;

3rd, inferior quality of outturn as compared with Engliski yarns,

These causes are, no doubt, removable. If the finer cottons are more la.rgely: grown, and

the price falls considerably, the smaller outturn of yarn within a given time will not be of
material importance ; and it is possible that, with the use of longer stapled cotton., and the
exercise of greater skill and care, the quality may become as good as that of English yarn.
A1l things are possible, and amongst them these ; but they do not seem to me to be highly
probable. It will be long indeed, in my judgment, before the Indls.m mills will venture on
any active competition with Manchester in the spinning of 40s and higher counts of yarn.
_ Speaking generally regarding the numbers of the yarns spun .in the Bombay mills,
it may be said that they range from 4s as 8 minimum to 30s as a maximum. TFor the weav-
ing of T cloths, long-cloths, and domestics, the yarns employed range from 14s to 18s water,
‘and 16s to 22s mule. Very little mule twist is spun above 24s, and 'these (24s) are sent
largely to China. For hosiery, 26s and 28s are spun. I should not. omit to note tha:t th.e
real number, as ascertained by practical test, of the yarns spun in the Bombay mills, is
almost invariably two numbers lower than the declared number.

i s of these are the cloths
: Then as regards piece goods. The Bombay manufactures o .
mentioned in thiaIGovemment of India Nofification of the 18th March 1878, viz, T cloths,
domestics, sheetings, drills, jeans. These last are woven ona small scale. Besides these

goods, the mills also make lafgely Iongeloths, chudders, and dhooties. .
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Two at least of the mills have also recently commenced the weaving of hosiery, viz.,
banyans and drawers, nightcaps, and stockings (for men and women), This branch of their
business is on a small scale, and ultimate success is as yet doubtful. The yarn used is 28s, a
finer count than is used for any other deseription of goods woven in the mills. The articles:
are cheap, but they are coarse in texture and rough in finish ; and those who can: afford to. -
wear such things will generally prefer the finer English goods ‘even at a higher price. The
offtake hitherto has: not been encouraging, even when the goods bave been offered at prices
which were not remunerative, and it seems likely- that, if the manufacture of hosiery con-
tinnes, it will be on a comparatively small scale for some considerable time to come. "There is
also a small manufacture of towelling, but the bulk of the manufactures is confined to the

piece goods enumerated above: | ‘

With the esception of the yarn required for dhootie borders, no-yarn but that which is
made in the mills is used for these goods. As a rule, the count is low, not exceeding 26s in
the. weft, and going up to 28s only as a special ease when particular kinds of goods are made
to special order. Such goods are made from time to time in insignificant proportions. For.
goods not made to special order; that is to.say, the great bulk of the outturn, the average
~ count of yarp used may be said to be 16s for the warp and 22s to 24s for the weft. In the
manufacture of dhooties, native custom requires a2 border, more or less wide, and plain or
coloured according to taste. _This border, which must alwzys be made of yarn much superior
to that which is used in the body of the dhootie, is woven in the mills from English yarn,
which is imported doubled for this special purpose. This is the only imported yarn which,
as far as I have been able to make ouf, is used in the mills. ,

. It is possible that if the import duty is taken off the finer English yarns, there may be
“a somewhat larger consumption of them in, the Indian mills; but I doubt whether the con-
- sumption will be materially larger. A material increasein the consumption of such yarn would
mean & revolution in the nature of the work now done by the mills: the. manufacture of the
coarser piece goods would be superseded by that of the finer shirtings and other goods, and in
these, working with Lancashire-made yarn, it is not probable sthat the Indian mills can
compete successfully, An Indian mill costs more to setup than a mill in Lancashire, the
comparison as regards essential points being somewhat as follows.: o '

The prime cost of erection, including the spindles and fitting-up, is about three times as *
great in India as in England. Thus a mill in Lancashire containing §0,000.spindles is said
to cost about £1 the spindle, or between £50,000 and £60,000: a mill of the same size in
Bombay would eqst about fifteen lakhs of rupees (£150,000). - \

In the Engli.,sh_ mill the ipterest chﬁrge on, ca.pital (first cost) at B per cent w' ould be not
‘ 1 . L 3 _per cent.

more than from £2,560Q to £3,000 : in the Bombay mill, the char w

. ’ . . L y L, ; ge at 9 per. cent, _Ollld be

In the English mill, the.interest on working capital would b i :
mill, 7} per cent. ' S P ¢ 4 per cent : in the.Indian

. I.nt_the English mill, -th?- wear and: teax'_max be set down at 20 per cent. :-in the-JIndian
mill, it is at least double this, in consequence of the carelessness of the workpedple .

Fuel and sfores,
“English mijll. '

No doubt, there are some. advantages in the Bomb | s i
. . . _ : bay mills-in the cheapness of lab
in the saving of freight on the raw material’; but these do not entirely ba.ll;nce the iii::;v!:;d

:zgi; ;e a;:gﬁscofzr:ing the ct:lnt;iticlms, it seems impossible to suppose that, after paying profits
! inners and dealers o the yarn spun in Lancashire 1’ ol .
. e , plus freizht
gharges, they could successfully compete with Lancashire in.the manufal.)cture ﬁl'gm :;‘}19;:::

which are all ilnported,, are much more costly in Bombay than.in the

% T do nok claim for the comparativp fig i ' :
not d 7 mparative figures here given absoluts accaracy, but they ave, I beliove, approsimations to the truth.
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of the finer classes of gbods. Moreover, the difficulty of competition would be increased by
the need of introducing better machinery, and having better skilled labour at a higher price.
At present, the mills certainly could not produce the better classes of fabrics with the neat
and finished appearance required by natives in such fabrics. An attempt was actually made
- at the Royal Mills some time ago to weave fine shirtings from imported yarns ; but the experi-
ment was a complete failure, and was not repeated. That there will be an increased con-
sumption of the finer yarns, if the duty should be taken off, may be taken as certain; but it
" will be amongst the hand-loom weavers who now very extensively use the finer qualities of

imported yarns for the weaving of the better and special qualities of cloth worn by the
wealfhier classes. ' - : -

Of the Caleutta mills? only one, the Bowreah, manufactures cloth, the goods being of
the same kind as those woven in Bombay, viz., T cloths, domestics, sheetings, and drills. Tt
is.said that the mill also makes shirtings ; but if so, the quantity must be small, shirtings
being mostly woven of yarns above 30s. The other Calcutts mills spin yarns of much the
-same counts as in Bombay. In Madras, the mills spin up to 28s as in Bombay; but the-
. spinnings are practically confined to numbers 4, 6, 10, 16, and 20.

Statements have from time to time been made to the effect that the Bombay mills do not sell -
 sized goods. This bowever is not the case, for the warp in the Bombay mills is just as carefully
sized as in the Lancashire mills, the materials used being flour, tallow,and China clay. In
some of the mills, the sizing is tolerably heavy, as much as 25 per cent. of the weight of
cotton® in the warp being applied. Some of this, however, is lost in the weaving, the friction
of the shuttle rubbing ’it off, and when the cloth is complete the proportion: of size, when 25
Per cent. has been applied to the warp, is probably not more than 10 per cent.

Some amount of size in- weaving is absclutely indispensable. It protects the warp
threads in weaving from the great friction and wear and tear to which they are exposed by.
the rapid motion of the shuttle backwards and forwards, and by the pulling action of the
healds. For the same reason that size is applied to the threads of the warp, they are also
always of & rather-lower number (i. e:, are stouter in texture) than the weft. Ionest sizing
simply consists in the smallest possible admixture of flour paste (to give-strength) and tallow
or oil (to remove the harshness which flour paste imparts to the cloth). I am told that from
10 per cent. to 12 per cent. of the weight of cotton in the-warp is the minimum, leaving from.
3 to4orb per cent. in the cloth when finished. China clay is merely a frand, the objec

being to impart additional weight to cloth.

‘Whether we can hope to secure an export trade or not, it is certain that there is a suffi-
cient outlet in India itself for the manufactures of twice fifty mills, and if the industry is only
judiciously managed the manufactures of the mills must inevitably in course of time super-
sede. Manchestér goods.of the: coarser kinds in the Indian markets. This result hasalready to
gsome extent been achieved and looking to all the circumstances it seems to be-entirely within
the power of the millowners to secure for themselves the bulk of the import trade in coarse
grey piece goods and the lower counts of yarn. The favour with whicl.l the Bo-mbay goods
are regarded in the Calcutta market has been- commented on in. prev.lous reviews, and I
will not at present enter further into the subject beyond giving the following t.axtmct fr.om the-
circular of a mercantile firm at Kurracliee dated in February 1878, shewing that in Sind
as well as in Bombay and Bengal local manufactures are ousting imported goods of the same
kind. . ‘ .

<«Tt has long since been apparent that the demand for .Ma.nchester grey cloths in our
‘market is gradnally falling off, and that goeds manufac.ture.d in Bon-lbay are to a very great
extent taking the place of importations from home. * This is particularly the case, w1th- the |
coarser qualities, and for some years past the- sales’ repo.rted have been almost exclusively:
. confined to-a few favourite, and the finer makes,.of shirting cloths.



«Ip former years, before so many mills came into existence in Bombay, dealers did not
hesitate making contracts for very considerable guantities of l.lanchester go.ods, and fre-
.quently supplies wére bought much in advance of immediate requ.:ements, but in ‘.ﬂle prefsent
day it is exceedingly difficult to place even 50 packages, all spec.ulatwe gl.ement-hanng entirely
" disappeared. This revolution in trade seriously affects the busmes.s of importing houses and
" necessarily curtails théir operations, and unfortunately there is no ‘prospect of matters

mending.” ' :

- 44. Dyeing and Colouring materials : Indigo.—There is not much to be said in regard

to the trade in indigo that has mot been said before. The quantity exported was larger

‘by about 20,000 owt. than in the previous year, but the average price was less by about 5
rupees the cwt. The figures of the trade for the last five years are as follow : —

Cwt. . . B .
187874 . . . . . 115,980 8,65,52,997
8747 . . . . . 81,466 9,57,63,022
187576 . . . . . 110,392  2,87,50,625
87677 . . . . . 100,384 2,96,27,855
187798 . . . .. . 120,605 3,49,43,340

France took about a fourth of the total exports, a considerable increase on the imports of
- previous years. The quantities sent direct to foreign eountries seem to.be increasing annually,
while the exports to the United Kingdom are falling off. The threatened competition of
gniline dyes has 'not as yet produced any visible effect either on the quantity of this article
exported to Europe or on its price. - A good deal of attention has of late been given to the
improvement of indige manufacture and thé introduction of science into what have hitherto

~‘been rule of thumb processes. Amongst other improvements a patent has been taken out for
one thus described :— . .

“1. The employment of a yeast toincite, stimulate and increase the peculiar fermentation
' -of the indigo plant, during which the colouring principle is set free. (From 10 t015 per cent,
. -more of indigo is obtained from the plant, by this process.)

“2. Displacement of the liquor, which remsins with the plant in the fermenting vats,
after they have been run off in the usual way into the beating vats, by which an additional '
quantity of liquor and indigo is obtained, 2mounting to 5 per cent. \ :

“8.. The use of a small quantity of a neutral alum salt, to aid and facilitate the settle-

ment of indigo in the beating vats, after they are beaten off, thus saving from 8 to 12 per cent.
of indigo, which is now run off in the waste liquor.

“4. The employment of steam to heat the water in the ‘mooree’ to the required tempera~
me’ilvvh;ntweaﬁer 1;1;l unfavourable; which renders planters not only independent of the
‘weather, but enables them to manufacture their crop at leisure, i ;
into November.” P e, though it should bring thém

The process has been, it is said, tried for some time with .
) ¢ ) L > erfect A 1
case estimating the increased yield of dye at 26 per cent ke averag. end T e oo

that the colour and quality are not impaired. - over the average, and it is claimed

45. Safflower is no longer of any imp

. : orfance as an export from India. Its
in .C_hma,'and J ap-an wheré it is extensively nsed for rouge (now almost the onl 1‘::: rifugehvim]:
it is applied outside of Indis), but even in these count Touo i I beie

. , ries and for this ose it is being
superseded by aniline dyes, although these are alm % PUrpo >
caffower is sill on the whle larg ;:iy g e dyeos wholly unfit for the purpose. In Indie

beauti : .
coal-tar colours are gradually driving it out of use, ' coutful bub evanescent, but here too the
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- 46. The export of Myrabolams has been materislly stimulated by the interruftion of
‘the trade in valonia and galls from Turkey during the recent war. The diminished imports of
valonia into England and France were compensated for to some extent by additional supplies

-of myrabolams from India. The trade in this article for the last three years for which figures
are available was as follows :— o

_ Cwt. »:3
187576 . ., . . 286,350 "10,64,013
1876-77 C e .. .o861,217 13,58,225
.1877-78 . .« . . BS7085 2305265

it may be hoped that the trade will further develope very largely when the railway about to
be built between Nagpore and Chhattisgarh is open for trafic. The forests in the districts
which will be opened out by this line of railway abound in practically inexhaustible supplies .
of myrabolams. - . '

41. Turmeric also did well during the year, 147,227 cwt. having been exported as
against 123,824 in the previous year. ,
48. Grain and pulse.—The pricé of rice rose so high during the year in consequence of the

demand for the famine-stricken tracts that the values of the exports of grain (of all kinds)
exhibit a remarkable augmentation although the quantity exported was not equal to that

shipped in the previous year. The figures are as follow:—

. Cwt. R

1873-74 22,306,479 6,64,83,461

1874-75 18,862,638 ~ 5,48,71,629

1875-76 . 23,561,600 6,41,568,310

. 1876-77 . . 26,210,385  %,98,67,719

187718 . 25,648,342 10,13,40,998

49. The following figures shew the trade in Rice (not in the husk) during the last

X yeR Cwt. | B

1872-73 22,973,797 5,70,14,388

1873-74 . 19,805,184 5,46,54,698

1874-75 16,940,642 4,67,26,048

1875-76 . 20,090,348 b,24,13,844,

1876-77 . 19,548,741 5,74,25,397

1877-78 18,211,388 6,88,93,618

In treating of the Indian rice trade we may leave out of account the trade in
inhusked rice or paddy, of which the exports are compara.tiyely guite unimportant, having
weraged only about 19,000 tons annually during the last five years. Almost all the pax%dy
szported, moreover, is consumed in Ceylon, the trade with which, apart .from 'the duty which
levied on the exports thither, may be regarded as practically coasting trade. The real
rade is in cleaned rice and * cargo” rice, the two being undistinguished in the returns under.
he one head of *Rice not in the husk.” Cargo rice generally consist.s o? one pz?rt in ntve
f paddy, and the largest part of the exports from Burma consists of this kind of rice which

n that province is known as  five-parts cargo rice.”
The average of the last s1x years comes o 19,695,016 cwt., or ‘close upon a million tons
'979,751 tons) & year. The share of Burma in this total export was as follows for the last

’hree years:— | . cot.
1875-76 . 13,025,848
1876-77 12,218,826

1877"78 . . : : . . 'y - ) 11,479’863
o p J
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' “Being on an average about 12,241,512 ewt.; or 612,075 tons. . The Burman agriculturists have -
‘ profited enormously by the -great rise in the price of rice during the year, though' to the
- small minority not belonging to the agricultural class-the enhanced cost of food was a matter
of great moment. In Bengal also rice growers profited largely. The_ exports to ;:‘ounh-ies

in Europe for the last six years have been as follow :—

To 197278, | 187374 | 1s7avs. | 1ersye. | 187677, | 187798, | Avérege.
Cwt. cm' Cwt. Cwt. Cwt, Cwt. Cwt.

" United Kingdom . 1192849 | 11,800,480 | 9,067,889 | 13,005,442 | 10762181 | 10,488,108 | 11176275
Franco - 10,144 asyer | 150274 62,170 |- © 42,101 20,117 56,604
Gemeny . s | ouste|  ssese| 6802 88,279 63,839 | 86,297

| Iely 21 450 w601 *  o| 32606 ul|l s
Malta . 208,440 63,887 39,053 156,746 208009 | .o 127,672
Gibraltar T2 | 63350 ... R 1457 ] 42,021

. Other countries opoe2r |  suoe2| 100008 | 8606 53 2,083 70079

- 50. In Europe, whither more than half the whole quantity exported is shipped, Indian
rice is principally used for three purposes— S
' 1—for distillation, -
2—for starch, :
. 8~for food.

Of the Burman rice the greater part is used either for distillation or for conversion into starch.
It is a thick, coarse grain, which when bhoiled is repulsive in appearance to those who are not -
~ -accustomed to it, nor is its flavour equal to.that.of Bengal rice of the better qualities.

- “Table” rice, as it is called, exported from Bengal, is the kind of Indian rice which is chiefly
used for food in Europe. - ' . o

We have no accurate knowledge of the ultimate destination of a large part of the rice
shipped from India and Burma, nominally o the United Kingdom. From Burma especially
~ itis the practice for ships loaded with rice to clear for Channel ports, such as Falmouth,
for orders, on receiving which they proceed to their destination, which as often as not is some
port in the northern seas of Europe, this rice being very extensively employed in distillation
l,in Holland and Germany.* .Much of the rice which is recorded as carried hence to Egypt (i. e.
 Port Said), Malta, Italy, and Gibraltar, similarly goes thither only for orders as to its ultimate
destination of which we remain ignorant. However, we know that the bulk of the rice sent
to Europe is consumed in England, Germany, Holland and Belgium, and France_ - A good
deal of that which is imported into England is re-exported. Thus, in 1876, the imporbs of
-rice into Engla.pd were about 6} millior cwt., and the éxports thence were about 3% millions,
about ha]f of which was sent to the continent (Russia, Anstria, Germany, France 'BBel 'um’
Portugal, Ttaly, Turkey), little less than a third of the whole exports t{,) the: Sp;niSh E%Vesi,:
Indies, and smaller quantities to the United States and elsewhere, Of the whole uz;.ntity |
iml.xorbed into Engla{ld a11 but half & million cwt. came from India. The other éount:-lies from
Whlc].l Eng.land receives rice are Holland (this being a re-export not Dutch prod Si
Cochin-China, and Japan.. : N profuce), S,

The Saigon trade, of the cotﬁpetition of w'hichl ¥ . : ‘
y . great apprehens '
some years ago, seems o have no hold whatever on Eurape, tho exportsmn:o ot ooploe ‘::
from Cochin-China having greatly fallen off of late years. The chief ling of . I?ies

British India.

- : s .
In 1875 outi of u total import into Holland of 87} millian kilogrammes nearly 61 miltions are recorded as imported fro
. Impo m
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with China and other neighhouring counitries, as will be seen from the statement below

compiled from figures furnished by H. B. M s Consul t 8
been converted into tons and rllpees onsul a algon, p:culs and dollars havma

O'omparatwe Statement qf the Qmmtzty and Value qf Rice exported Jfrom the port of Saigon
:{ Qochin-China)'to Foreign Countries during the years 1876 and 1877.

, Taur 1876, . Yuzsm.
" COUNTRIES TO WHIOH RIPORTED. - — - —
: Tons. " Ba Tons, © "Ra.
To China . . . . . | eesges| 1me0er | 2esErs | 24576068
. s Stesits Settlements . , ., . . 17,168 9,05730 | . 18,883 18,69,175.
wda oL LoD age0 | es7eeer| 20724 | 12809
»Mawritios . . ., . 4262 | - 2,32,3% 3,811 2,66,404
» Philippives - , . . .. L ] e ‘16,502 |  11,46,265 .
s Madms . . . . . o L e R BT Y 1,560,687
pCeylon . . o . L] . 3,888 2,50,638
n Earope . R Y X YT 198058 | . 2,081 1,49,967
w America . ¢ . . . . . 2,678 1,65,817 4,505 2,905,185
wAustrlia: .. . . 0w — © 538 84,848
»onquin .« . . L . A . 857 18,795 | oo
Tomar . .| 939,160 18324878 |  S0L135| 1,9488,101

"It is evident that as yet there is no cause for India to fear the competition of Saigon.
Ba.ngkok is another potential rival of India with regard to whom much apprehension has
from time fo time been expressed Such apprehension however would appear, as in the case
of Saigon, to be unfounded as will be seen from the accompanying statement compiled from
‘ Oonsular returns ;— _ . .o

]

Camparatwe Statement Qf ﬂze Quantity and Value of Rice exported from Banghok to
Forezgn Countries during the years 1875, 1876 and 1877. ,

1875. s 1 1877,

domm 0O WHICH BIPORTED. - . ;
‘ . Tons, Rs. Tons. Rs. Tons. Rs.

To Hong-Kong . . .| 113,646 | 60,67,388 | 122,853 63,76,585 | 96,920 72,28,045
, Singapore .. . .| 67,700 400L618 | " 79,087 | 4,67,3%6 65,060 |  47,30,046
, Burope and America .| 21,827 19,82,508 | 7782 | 451,488 | e
,» other Conntries, . = o| 29,756 | '17,48,450 | 39,801 | 1895854 | 21,798 15,72,047 -

Toman . .| 282,420 1,81,08,002 | 240,528 | 1,30,81,258 | 184,078 | 1,5,26,938
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It appears from this return that the exports of rice in 1877 were ‘about 25 per. cent. less -
than in either of the two previous 'years. The dread which was once felt and loudly-
expressed at the prospect of formidable competition with India and Burma on the part of
Siam and Cochin-China, has passed away, time having made it clear that neither Saigon nor

‘Bangkok is able to compete with us in the Buropean markets. On the other hand, however,
they have deprived us of the Eastern trade, and most of the requirements of China, the
Straits, and the Archipelago generally, as far as they are not met by local production, are met
from Saigon and Bangkok, The latter port did well during the Chinese famine in 1876, but
the fear of a short crop induced the Government, under the influence of interested officials, to
lay an embargo on the export of rice during the busy season. The quantities shipped during
the year shew, therefore, as I have said, a reduction of 25 per cent., while prices increased
even more largely, The Siamese rice trade will not long survive, at any rate so. far as the
European markets are concerned, if the ridiculous policy of probibiting exports because
scarcity is apprehended be continued. No man will send his ship to a port when he knows
that, on her arrival thers, it is quite possible that she may have to come away empty, becanse
the Government have stopped trade. Chinese junks and other Asiatic craft may continue a

.trade even when thus harassed, but it i quite unsuited to European nations. Not a bag of
rice, was shipped from Bangkok to Europe or America in 1877, high prices being one reason,
and the action of the Government another, for the cessation of the trade.

Java sends some rice to Holland, but not much; and J apan exports rice, of excellent
quality, to England and Continental Europe as well as to America. Japanese rice is mostly
used for the same purposes as Carolina rice. . .

. We have however an active competitor in Italy, the rice fields of Lombardy and Piedmont
supplying France with large quentities. Very little husked rice comparatively is imported
direct into France from India. But, on the other hand, of the paddy brought into France

- very considerable proportion is recorded as direct imports from India. The figures do not
agree with our returns, which shew that paddy is not sent by us to Europe, but it may be that
what we call “cargo rice” is recorded in France as riz en paille. A good deal of the rice
imported into France is re-exported chiefly to Switzerland and the French Colonies in Africa
and America, as also to South America. :

- . The consumption of Europe is practically met by Indian rice, supplemented by the rice
of Northern Italy (Piedmont and Yombardy), Spain and Egypt, and to a smaller degree by
the rice of Siam and Cochin-China, Japan, and Java. Very little rice is received in Europe
from the United States, and this country cannot be regarded as competing with India.’
Carolina rice is very much superior to any other quality of rice.known in c:mmerce and -
it fetches more than double the price of the best Bengal rice, but its fineness and high’ Pprice
operate against its consumption except in the preparation of confectionery and puddings
and such ‘like luxuries; hence the consumption is limited, Rice cultivation, which was
. formerly very extensive in North Carolina, has been almost abandoned since the’wa,r and the
United States in fact import more rice than they export, mostly from England a.n:l Chins,
with smaller quantities from India and the Sandwich Islands. The exports appear to be;
prineipally to South Americs and the Spanish West Indies, The 'Unitedxgota,tes (I::;m t
pete even in these parts with India, either when Tndig exports thither direct :r O(I)lm.
the rice is sent vid England, for the quality of the rice exported by the United Sta,‘{?-;se.n
such as commends itself only to the wealthy, The labourers (Chinese, mulattoes, and nati is
of India) eat Chinese or Indian rice of inferigr quality and cheaper Pr’ice , and natives

" Apart from the consumption in Euro :
. . ‘ _ Pe, & good deal of Indian rice is consumed i
this way by coolies (Indian, Chinese, and African) in various ca:)loniesc ) gu.:o expo:t: E
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1876-77 and 1877-78 for the supply of quch consumers amounted to 118,703 tons and 116,484
tons respecturely, viz, :—

1876.77. T 18megs.
) Cwt, Cwt.
To Cape of Good H ope . . . . . . 80,217 ' 106,996
s Eastern Const of Africa (Zanzibar) . . C e . - 89,148 44,242
. Mnﬁﬁu e e e e 1,487,289 . 1,498,088
» Nﬂt?l . - » ! . . - ] - L] - - - 30,754' 33,538
» Réanion ., . , Lt e e e e 102,620 - 87,011
33-5t. Helena . . . . . . . . . . 16,796 2,782
» South Ameria ., . . . . . . [, 421,388 852,484
s> West Indies R E 202,857 224,538
_ Maling a total of pearly . © 119,000 tons. 116,500 tons.

 “The European consumption then amounts on the average to 580,000 tons, and the
coolie consumption may be taken at about 120,000 tons, leaving about 280,000 tons to be
accounted for. This is mostly exported td Asiatic countries in the neighbourhood of Indm—-

Arabia and Persia, Ceylon, the Straits, &e.-

*

Broadly stated, the chief use of half of our exports of rice is for conversion into liquor

* in Burope, of which some comes back to India for consumption as cheap gin send brandy.
Some portion is made into starch, of which a good deal comes back to India as size in cotton
goods, and some is eaten by Europeans.. Of the remainder of our exports the ‘greater part is,
" eaten by Asiatics in the immediate ncmlty of Indm or in colonial possessmns in Africa and .

. Amenca..

The exports from Bengal seem to be increasing, baving amounted to about 224,000 tons
in 1875-76, 285,000 tons in 1876-77, and 294,000 tons in 1877.78. The opening for traffic of
. the Northern Bengal State Railway will probably give a further stimulus to the trade,

enabling dealers to place rice in the Ca.lcutta market, without reference to the condition of

the rivers.

51. Wleal.—Influenced by the causes which have been set out in detail in each of the
previous issues of the review of trade and by the circumstance that exchange was favourable
to exporters while a bad harvest in England offered a good prospect of profit, the wheat trade
exhibited further development during the year. But other countries as well as India were
able and willing to supply the deficiencies of the English crop, and prices after a while main-
tained a downward cowrse which made shipments unprofitable. At the same time, the
exhaustion of stocks in Northern India eaused by compliance with the demand for shipment
~was accompanied by drought ending in partial failure of the crops over a very considerable
ares, of Qudh, the North-Western Provinces, and the Punjab, and prices in India rose to
a level much higher than those ruling in England, so high in fact as to practically stop trade
during the current year. As compared with the trade of the lasttwo years it may be said that

the wheat trade has been temporarily annihilated.
@
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The followmo are the ﬁgm'es for the last five years:—

Cwt. R
1873-74 . . . . . 14555954 - 8276,064
187475 . . . . . . 1,089,076 49,04,352
1875-76 . . . . . 2,498,185 90,10,255
187617 . . . . . b5b83,336 1,95,63,325
87778 . . . . . 6,340,150 2,86,69,899

The trade in the other hnds of food grains ca.lls for no pa.rtmula.r remark.

B2, szes and skins.—In Raw hides there was a con51dera.ble increase. The bulk of these
hides is exported from Bengal whence were shipped 472,682 cwt. out of the total export of
606,678. Much of the increased trade was carfied on with the United States toreplace
stocks in the boot-making trade which it appears received a great impetus in consequence of-
the requirements of troops in the field in south-eastern Europe, :

Dressed hides, on the other hand, are almost & monopoly of Madras, which exported
139,088 cwt., out of the total sh1pments of 173 452 cwt. , '

. These go almost exclusively to the United ngdom. Takmg raw and dressed hides
together, the ‘exports of the year represented the skins of 9,300,955 head of cattle. The
averé,oe exports of the previous four years were at the rate of about 7,256,419, the highest
number having been exported in 1874-75, after the famine in Behar. Here again we have a
greatly increased export following a drought in Northern India, in the South snd in the West.
The severity of the drought is apparent from the increase of 2,050,000 in the number of hides.

If we take at seven million the normal number exported annually, we have here an unusual
and abnormal mortality in cattle, evidenced from these returns, of about 2 million head of
cattle. When we consider that even the normal mortality is far in excess of what it ought
to be, it would be difficult to exaggerate the severity of the blow to the agncultura,l prospenty

.of the country which is implied by these figures.

."In Skins (of goats, kids, sheep, deer, and other animals other than horned ecatle) there
is also an extensive frade,'much larger in dressed than in raw skins. The provincial division
of the frade is similar to that which exists in hides, Bengal shipping her skins raw while
Madras dresses them. There is a considerable and increasing tanning industry in the Northe
Western Provinces, but the articles turned out are utilised in domestic consumption. As in

the case of hides, the Unifed States take the bulk of the raw skins and the United Kingdom
most of those that are dressed.

The increase in the export of hides was, as might have been expected, accompanied by
a considerable augmentation in the exports of horns. These increased from 71,894 cwt. to
86,783 cwt., the value having risen from R 12,80,051 to R 19,42,009.

53. Jute, raw.—The figures of the trade for the last five years are these #—

. . Cwt. - R’
1873-74 . . . . . 6,127,279 - 3,43,60,147
187415 ., . L. 5,493,957 3,24,68,823
ig;g—'?ﬁ . .o -+« 8,206,570 - 2,80,63,396
” 7-77 - . . . 4,633,255 2,63,66,466

78 ., . . - 5,450,276 ~ 8,61,81,137

.There ;vas a material increase in the average value which was declared at R 64 per cwt.
:;m coEpare with B 58 per cwt, in the previous year. As stated in my review for 1876-77,
creaso is to be attributed to a great extent to the demand for manufacture i in Caleutta,
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stimulated as it was to d@n abnormal degree both by the enormous export:. of grainto the
famine districts as well as by the active export trade for other countries, Although however
there is an increasing demand for bags and cloth of Caleutta manufacture, it can hardly be said
that the jute mills here are flourishing, and it must be admitted that in a great many cases
their ﬁ.nancial.ill success is due to the cause which has injured the cotton mills of Bombay,
viz., inco:lxxpebent and expensive management. Where the mills are the property of individuals
I understand that they give returns which are considered satisfactoi'y enough: where they are
managed by directors of a joint-stock company they seem in many cases to pay the dividends,
when any are paid, from the capital. That such a state of things should: exist is not credit-
able to the industrial community of Calcutta: it would be difficult to name any enterprise
which has such numerous and important elements in its favour as that of jute manufacture
on the banks of the Hooghly. Labour, fuel, and the raw material are cheap, abundant, and
procurable on the spot, and the mills are in the midst of the market where their productions
are required either for local constmption or for shipment. If then under these conditions
the mills are not remunerative to shareholders the failure must be set down to something else
besides the vicissitudes and misfortunes of trade. '

4. The value of -the exports of Jule manufactures for the last five years were as
follow :— ' o,
. - !
1873.74 . . . . .- . . . 20,16,686
1874.75 .0 . . . . . . . . 23,856,398
1875.76 . . . . . . . . . 48,91,813
187677 . - . . . . . .. T1,94,776
87718 « . v . . e ... 711,270

The manufactures consist mostly of bags: corn sacks, rice bags, wool . packs.
Australia is the largest customer of the mills, and following next are the United States, China,
wnd'the Straits, Egypt, and various Asiatic markets, - During the last three years considerable
quantities of bags have been sent even to England. The rise in the price of jute of course
nduced an increase in the price of bags, and therefore, although the fotal value of the
rade exhibits the large increase apparent from the figures given above, the actual exports of
rags fell off to some extent. ' '

55. Lac.—The trade still continues very- depressed, especially in shell-lac, which is thp
nost important of the different forms in which ‘lac is exported. The total quantity and
-alue of all kinds exported for the last five years are as follow :~~ :

: Cwt. ‘ B
1873-74 . v+« . mtos 25,76,627 -
1874-75 . .« . . . ‘16643 | 25,40,112,
1875.76 .« .+ . . 103,583 75,567,474
1876-77 .. e .. o1%8/12 53,69,764
-1877-78 . e e . .. 104645 36,20,481

In shell-lac the trade has been as follows :—

) ' Cwt. R
1873-74 L. . . . 65769 18,41,490
1874-75 ... . . 6775 18,95,637
1875-76 ... . 80845 65,06,928
1876-77 .. ... 89879 42,20,497
1877-78 .. ...« 8876 98,50,652

t be n;j ected as untrustworthy : they
But a comparison of the three years

The values for the two yee;,rs previous to 1875-76 mus
ere tariff values which were far below the real value.
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1875-76 to 1877-78 may properly be madé :.it will shew fairly enough the stagnation of the
trade and the matérial fall in prices which _ha,é been caused by excessive stocks. Lacdye onthe

other hand has recovered materially in price though the quantity exported remains on a low
level.: * ' '

56. The trade in Qils does not seem to develope as quickly as might be expected and
wished. The trade carried: on is principally in Castor oil, of which 1,411,216 gallons were
exported in the }ear as compared -with 1,398,536 gallons in 1876-77. It is curious that this
oil, the manufacture of which is stated to be 4 profitable business, is exported almost .

exélusively from Calcutta “where it is made, while the seed erushed in the mills is brought

. up from Madras. There is no valid reason that I can ascertain why thie seed should not.be

-

. lubrication of _maachinéry.

crushed in Madras instead of being sent to Calcutta for the purpose. '.'!.‘he o.il is sent to
the United ‘Kingdom, Mauritius, the Straits and Oeylon, and Australia, principally for the

¥
*

57. Of Opium it is unnecessary 1 say anything in particular, the trade offering no new
feature during the year. The number .of chests exported was less by 4,050-than in the
previous year, but the valué was maintained at a high figure, the total be.ing only three lakhs

“less than in the previous year. The average declared value of each chest was in 1874-75

* *R1,262, in 1875-76 R1,261, in 1876-77 R1,281, and in 1877-78 B1,333.

. 8. Seeds.;-—Tota.l'quanti‘fy and value of the exports for each of the last five years :—

. ) .- Cwt. r -
: .. 187344 . . . . 4433270 .  2,36,14,508
. . 1874-75 . . o . 6074756 .. 3,23,59,503
87576 . . . . 10,506,822 5,46,19,818

1876-77 -« . . 9582865 5,31,91,240

X 1877-718 -« . . 12,187,020 7,36,02,837"

The year was one of remarkable activity in the trade which was favoured by, on the whole, fair
crops in the North-Western Provinces and the Central Provinces, the rate of exchange, and a
very marked decline in the exports of linseed from the Bussian ports. Of the total quantity
of seeds exported, linseed represented 7,198,918 cwt., rapeseed 3,193,488 cwt., i or jinjili
seed 1,158,802 cwt. The exports of linseed tp the United States have greatly diminished
during the last two years in consequence, no doubt, among other reasons, of the very greatly

increased demand for the United Kingdom to which the supplies have been diverted. Exports
to England for the last five years have been as follow :—

Cuwt,
187874 Co e T oL L 1,817,974
1874-76 . e . . . « . 1,565,364
1875-16 . . . . . P . . 4,688,029
1876-77 . . . . .. - o 3,740,382
1877-78 . . T . .. 4,990,736
and to the United States :— ,
, Cwt. . T
1873:74 . . . . . . « 1,488,355 ° ..
187495 . .. . . . . . o988 -+ -
1875-76 . . . . . . . . 1,253,796
1876-77 . . . . . . . 743,897 .
187778 - .

- . 667696 - .



, Fecently, tius conjecture can hardly be correct. Probahly Americin linseed has been' grown
more abundantly and Pproduced more cheaply; proliab]y also, in consequence of the depression
of trade, the repainting of houses hag been done less f;equéntly than before ; and certainly the
greatly incre_ased demand for the European market must have materially assisted in diminish-
ing the imports into the United States, . .. . . '

. Of rapeseed also the exporté were Very laige, owing to much the same reasons to
which the increase in the linseed trade was due. The quantity exported was more than
1,100,000 cwt. in excess of the exports of 1876-77:— . ' . ‘

- ‘Cwt ' ®

187874 . .- . .. . 359,854 " 16,19,335
187475 . ., . . . 827430 . - 37,23,499 s
‘1873-76 . . . .. 2,241,843  '1,08,48,208 o
187677 . . . . L 2088760  1,14,29,244
8T8 . L. .. 8,193,488 1,91,84,378

A good deal of Tndian rapeseed is taken by the French, though the largest part is shipped
to the United Kingdom. “France also takes the greatest part of our ¢l or jinjili seed,

(Sesamum), the exports of which have been as follow :— -

. Cwt, - =~ R 3
187874 . . .. 908430, | 54,49,184 . .
Co1sets . LT . .. 1,203223 .. ¥2,28,920 L
- 187676 . . . . . 1,409,908 78,74,782
87677 . . . . . 1307815 86,82,937

187798 . .. . . . 1158802 " 84,82,262 .

The Collector of Customs at Calcutta writes of a “steadily increasing demand for France™.
* for this seed, but he is in error, as will be seen from the figures for the total exports given

above, and those which follow for France —

Cwt. ‘v
1873-74 e e e e e ... 828078
1874-75 . . ... .. .1081,7115
187576 - . . . . . . . . 1,249,542
1876-77 . . . e . . ... 1172219
. - 187798 . .« . . . . . 1000381

' In the current year the export has aga.il; fallen off materially. The Collector in fact was
not in a position to offer a useful opinion on the trade, only a fraction of which (about one-
" fifth) belongé to Bengal. Bombay and Madras share between them the bulk of this trade.

*  59. Silk, raw—~The.returns shew a slightly enhanced quantity with a very reduced

price. The figures are as fo]lo?v. e 2
' 18734 . . . . .. 2,293,017 1,14,37,442
187475 . . - . e . . 1,656,015 76,64,618.

. 18756 . . .+ . 131059 41,569,614

87677 . . . . . 1,417,893 77,69,036

187798 . . . - . . 1,512,819 70,35,493

N 60. 'The canses of the continued decline Bf a once flourishing trade have been stated

at considerable length in previous reviews, and it is mot Decessary to*go a.gai.n over the

. same ground. I extract below, however, the substance of a note written by me in reply to
questions asked by M. Natalis Rondot, which sketches what we know at present of the
Indian silk-trade: ‘ - ‘ |

. . As regards the pfoduction of tasar and other silk obtained from lfndo'_me!.ticated'wdrn?s, '
we know but.little more than what was stated by M. Geoghegan in his Adccount of silk
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in Indis (see pages 18 to 20, 80, 100, 102, 110—1283), and by Captain Thomas Hutton in his
notes on the Indian Bombycidee which form Appendix A of the Account of silk:

- Since 1873 we have been engaged 'in ‘enquiries regirding the production of tasar silk,
but we have no material information beyond that which is contained in the collection of:
papers recently printed and published by the Government of India. As regards the eria,
moonga and other wild silks, we have unfortunately no statistical information, and from the
nature of the casq it would be very difficult to acquire any. European reelers in India do
not occupy themselves with these silks, which are in fact reeled on a small scale only by the .
natives as a domestic occupation, the cocoons being collected by jungle tribes. Under these
circumstances it is doubtful - whether any useful information of a precise kind concerning the -
extent of production, the quantities utilised and so-forth, could be obtained. ' '

- As regards the silk industry generally, accurate information is as greatly wanting as it is
concerning most other Indian industries. We. know this’ much that, as a frade, silk recling .
is most largely practised in Bengal, where there are, especially in the districts of Rajshahye,
Moorshedabad, Maldah, Midnapur and Beerbhoom, numerous European and native filatures.
Of their total outturn we know nothing except by inference from the returns of the exports
of silk from Bengal, nearly all the production of the European filatures being exported.
The exports from Bengal for the last three years have been as follow :—

: YEAR B¥DIFG 815T MaRCH YEiR ENDING 31sT Mu;:x YEar 2xDING 31T MARCE
- 18786. ) - . L - - 1878,

s | B - s - "R' s = ‘R '
Rawsilk . o . . 593,697 33,0.0,046 739,936 72,89,309 - . 658,552 64,03,767

Silk chasam (the outer-co- » : '
vering of the cocoon) .| 694,385 3,08,392 | 659,755 447,602 | 822,636, 604,876

Cocoons . . .o L 4019 2,430 . 10,630 | 11,848 13,762 11,685

. /€8;

-The average price per pourid of Bengal -raw silk, as declared g ;mﬁustom House on export, * ..
appears to have been R6°4, 98, and 9'7 in edch of the ‘lssd2ee official years. Prices of
Bengal silk are now largely regulated by the abundance’ or otherwise of the silk crop in
Europe and the supply from China and Japan. These two lafter countries have entered upon
a formidable and so far successful competition with Bengal silk, the prospects of which are
the reverse of encouraging. ' :

The fotal quantity of raw silk exported from all India since 1856-57 ( the official year) is
as follows:— - T T

1857 to 1861 . - © .. .. annual average 1,636,206 - Ths
1862 to 18A6 e X 7 LR
1867 to 1871 e ». . 2,842070
1872 © o« .. .. .. .. . 18938%2
1873 Ce e ... . 2981878
1874 ©e ... . 2203017
1.835 Co. o ... 1686015
18:6 C .+« . .. 1310569
lg;g - - .« .. 14l7893
.. . 1,512,819

These figures exhibit very clearly the sta

gnant condition of th toh ia ] ¥ o
now than it was twenty years ago. ) von ot ide trade, which is in fact smaller
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Of the internal consumption we know as little as of the production. In Burma and
Assa,m,- tlfe people of all classes commonly wear silks and in these provinces silk-weaving is a-
domestic industry, the women in every house occupying themselves in it. The fabrics worn
by the Assamese are woven from tasar, eria, and moongs silk, locally produced. The Burmans
use raw silk imported from China, Bengal, and the Straits, very little silk being produced in
the country, not because the counfry is not suited to the production of silk, but because
Buddhistie prejudices do not encourage the pursuit of an occupation which involves the taking
of life (that of the chrysalis in the cocoon). The fabrics produced by local domestic weaving
ini Burma, are largely supplemented by imports from Europe, China, and Bombay. In this
last-mentioned town there are now two silk mills which weave mostly the gay loongyees
tamains, putsoes, and scarves worn by the Burmans. Thé raw silk used in the weaving is
almost all imported from China. It is of the classes called tsatlee (to a small extent) and
punjum, an inferior quality, as well as some silk produced from undomesticated worms: this -
is called tasar by the importers, but I have had it identified as moonga.

The imports of raw silk into India are not inconsiderable, averaging a good deal more
than two million pounds in weight a year. In fact they exceed the qua.ntity of Indian raw
silk exported. Of this silk some is worked up in the Bombay mills, and some goes up to the
Punjab where it is woven and ‘whence also some portion is exported to Central Asia, .

The exports of silk piece goods from India for the last fhree official years have been as
follow :— ' , :

Year ending 81st March : ' Yards. R
1876 . . . . . 2,468,052 . 23,80,394
1877 . . i . . 2,376,126 22,26,98b
1878 . ee . . . 1,481,256 14,71,697

These are goods of pure silk, and consist mostly of what are called bandannas and corahs,
with a small proportion of tasar fabrics. The average value, as declared on export, is less
than a rupee a yard. The trade in these manufactures appears {o be as stagnant as that in raw
silk. Except in Bombay, the manufacture of piece goods of silk, all- over the country, is carried
“on in small handlooms, and to a very great extent in the habitations of the weavers.

.61, Sugar.~—The figures for the last five years are:—

. ) Cwt. R
87374 . . . . . 204818 22,78,227
187478 . . . . . 498,054 31,92,383
187596 . . . . . 420,762 - 95,39,374
187647 . . . . . 1,003,625 92,51,961 )
187798 . .« . . . 844135 74,58,5613

Though the quantity exported diminished, the average price shews a slight incresse,
having xisen from R84 per cwk. to R§'8 per éwt. Apprehensions of failures of the cane
crop in Cuba and the heetroot crop in France raised prices in Europe to a high level in 1876,
but the supply thus stimulated was more than equal to the demand, sugar being thrown on
+hé London market from all sorts of unlikely quarters. India,.as will be seen from the
76-77, responded largely to the demand, but as the consequence of speculation
ced up very high, and as prices in Europe were lowered on advices of large
the trade assumed a gambling character. As in the case of wheat, soin
the eade of sugar, a very active export trade was followed by partial failure of the cane crops
in the North-Western Provinces, diminishing the quantities available for export but increas-

During the current year the export trade has practically collapsed. Much of

i ) rices. . . . .
1‘]11% fugar‘ cent from India to the United Kingdom is of very inferior quality only £it to be

used in brewing.

figures for 18
prices were for
stocks on the way,
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62. Tea.—Quantity and value of the exports for the last five years :—

. Ihs R
. 1873-74 .. .. 19,324,235 1,74,29,256
: 1874.75 ... 21,137,087 1,93,74,202 - .
187376 . . . . 24,361,599 " 9,16,64,168
© 1876-77 .. .. 27.7784,124 .2,60,74,251
187798 . . . . .. 83459,075 3,04,45,713

. Tea now occupies a very prominent place in the list of exports from India, and there is
every reason to expect that if planters pay attention to the quality of their outturn the
demand and the quantity exported will steadily increase yesr after year. Itisto be regretted
that no real effort has as yet been made to compste with Chinese tea in the Australian market.
I find from the returns of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs that China has for some
years past been sending regularly to Australia steadily increasing quantities of tea, amounting
now to about fifteen million pounds per annum. Such a trade as this—Ilittle Jess than half
our present total trade—is well worth securing for India, and the absence of enterprise in
this direction would be surprising if one did not know how conservative trade is, how difficult:
it is to get it to strike out a new channel, how it passively resists inducements to leave
already worn tracks. Probably those interested in Indian tea have not yet found the need
of another market than the one open to them in London which absorbs all they now
make, Yet, seeing that prices in 1878 ruled on the whole so low as to give rise to loud com-
plaints and recriminations between planters and_brokers, seeing also that the cultivation is
rapidly extending, the Indian planter would act judiciously if he made efforts to establish his
teas in the Colonial markets containing as they do alarge and comfortable population .with-a
capacity for the purchase and consumption of tea much greater, by reason of their generally
greater well-being, than that of an equal population in the United Kingdom. I havealready
made this suggestion.in a previous review of trade and elsewhere, but it is one which admits
of repetition as it is certain that its adoption would have a very material influence on the tea
trade generally and on the extension of cultivation in the valley of Assam and the adjacent
districts. The exhibition to be held at Sydney next August and that of Melbourne to be held
in October 1889 offer excellent opportunities for the initiation of this enterprise on a fitting
scale. At these exhibitions Indian teas would compete with those of China with all the
prestige attaching to them from the high awards conferred on the samples exhibited at Paris
last year. Tt would probably be a good plan for a considerable number of persons interested

-in the trade fo subscribe proportionately for the payment of the expenses of some trustworthy

and competent delegate to represent the tea industry at these exhibitions and to push the
trade among the Colomsts

~  Im Engla.nd still practically the only outlet for Indian tea, it holds its own very well
against China. In 1872 the imports of Indian tea were to those of China tea as 1 to Y- 7,in

1874 as 1 to 7'5, in 1876 as 1 to 56, and in 1878 they were as 1to 4'7. The average declared
value of ‘Chinese tea on import mto Engla.nd was i—

s d. .
in1877 . . . . . . . .1 8 peh
misB. . . . . L. . .19 )
while that of Indian tea was:—
e 4 :
in 1877 1 82 per b ‘.

in 1878 . . . . . . 1 6

»

This last is a very low figure comparatwely for Indian tea, the lowest yet reaohed and the
same may be said for China tea. ,
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: Acco,rd.ing to.the. latest returns received by the Government of India, the total area
under tea in India-(in 1876-77) was 145,685 acres, and 483,428 acres had been taken up for -

.planting though not yet planted : & good deal of land thus taken up probably would never be

placed under tea, being required for the production of fuel or for other purposes. There have
been large extensions in the area under tea in 1877 and 1878 in the Bengal and Assam tea- .
growing districts, and when the tea thus planted comes into bearing, & very great incréase
in the quantities exported may be looked for, ‘

63. Tobacco.—The exports of Indian tobacco have been very much less during the last
two than in the preceding three years, but there is reason to expect that this trade will before
very long become of importance. The French and Italian Governments are ready to take large
quantities annually for the régieif a fair quality can be assured, and the same may be said of
the Austrian Government, The efforts of the European firm now growing and curing tobacco
on a. good system at Poosah will, it is hoped, soon bear fruit, and I understand the venture
is to be followed by a similar one made by another firm in Bengal. Such enterprises cannot
fail to have a material effect on the general quality of the tobaceo exported from this country.
I believe the day fo be not far distant, when the trash which is thrown on the Indian market
as-Manila cheroots will be superseded by good, well-seasoned Indian cheroots. The Burmas,
Trichinopolys, Dindiguls, and Coconadas, which are commonly offered for sale, are placed on

-the market so soon after their manufacture, that they are hardly fit for consumption; but,

properly seasoned, they improve wonderfully. A Trichinopoly smoked about s month or so
after manufacture, and a Trichinopoly smoked after six n;tonth'_s’ or a year's seasoning in an
earthen pot, are as different from each otheras Calcutta gas is from the electrie light. Properly

' seasoned, Indian cheroots are far finer than the best that come to us from the Philippines. - We

do not: get the best, however, as will be seen from the following remarks, which I quote from
the last report of the British Consul at Manila regarding the cigar factories there,-of which
there are, it seems, five, all owned and worked exclusively by the Government :—* Superior

.cigars and cigarettes are manufactured in the Arroieros establishment, where men only, to the’

number of abeut 1,600, are constantly employed. In the other four, known as Fortin, Mesic,
Malabon, and Cavite, respectively, and of which Malabon is the largést, women only, to the
number of about 8,000 per factory, do the work; the cigars and cheroots they produce are
mostly of inferior quality.” The principal imports into Calcutta consist of these inferior .
qualities, bearing the Fortin and Cayite brands, sold at excessively high prices.

There appears to be an encouraging prospect of the manufacture of cigars as well as of
leaf tobacco and other kinds at Poosa, under the direction of the firm referred to above, which
has been carrying on the estate for some time as a tobacco farm.. ' ,

64. Wood.—Exports of feak recovered a good deal from the diminution in 1876-77
though still not equal to the exports of 1875-76. It seems to be thought by some that the
general use of iron for shipbuilding will interfere considerably with the Indian teak trade.

65. Wool, raw and manufactured.—Exports of raw wool fell off a little in quantity but
a good deal in value, owing it is said to a reduction of pricesin London, supplies being in
excess of the demand. This year the trade seems to have done very well,

The figures for the last five yearsare :— : ‘
| Ths ) R

187374 , . « . . 203333712 . - 9383357
187476 .. . . 4 . 21,200,782 95,99,009
1875716 . . . . . 23,767,602 1,09,42,002
187677 . . . . . 24,056,767 1,07,78,720
87778 . . . . . 23,075,323 94,36,448

66. Of Woollen goods in general and Shawls in particular it is unnecessary to spe ak; the

i i sews being applicable. The trade is of littlé importance and is
remarks made in previous reviews being app | - I
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not likely to develops. The French importers of shawls dread the proposed imposition
in the French tfariff of & specific rate instead of the present ad valorem duty, alleging that
owing to the great variation in quality and value of these goods a specific rate will work
most unfairly and will have for effect to drive the shawl trade out of France, which now’ has
the monopoly of  the trade in Kashmir shawls although from our returns it would appear
that nearly all the shipments are to the United Kingdom, whence according to the French
returns they are re-exported to France. ' ' '

COIN AND BULLION,

67. The registered imports of gold were valued at B 1,57,89,273, this sum being R13,52,158
in excess of the imports of 1876:77. The imports of gold have fallen off noticeably since the
disturbance in the relative values of gold and silver assumed an acute form, and on the other
hand the exports of this metal have very largely increased, as will be seen from the figures
of import and export for the last five years :— o

Imports. Exports.

. R B
187874, . . .- 1,64,88,073 96,61,695
187476 . . . . 2,08,92,363 21,567,009
187576 . . ., 1,83,68,511 99,12,496
187677 . . . . . 14437115 - 1,23,63,617
. I8mis . L L L L 1,57,89,273 1,11,07,983

The imports and exports of silver are also shewn below :—

' A R R .
187374 . . . . . 414,837,263 1,64,79,016
187476 . . . . .  6,0518,103 1,40,96,082
1875-76 . .. 3,46,43,413 1,90,89,867
1876-77 . . 9,99,24,082 2,79,35,361
1877-78 . 15,77,65,323 1,10,01,973

CUSTOMS REVENUE,

68. The total gross customs revenue of the year amounted to R5,041,28,503, which' was
over 26} lakhsin excess of the revenue of the previous year, a result due to the greatly ex-
panded volume of the import trade. The figures of the duty realised from impoérts for the -

last five years are as follow :— . .
| : . B
1873-714 . . . . . . . 4,16,562,185
187478 . . . ., » . 4,3848587

1878760 ., . . .-
s . . ..
187718 . . .,

. 4,25,32,394,
PR . 4,17,09,470
.- - 4,47,72,064

69. A third of this increase occurred under the head of Cotton m

- , : anufactures, the du
which amounted to R84,19,726 as compared with R'74,30,490. Close on a third occgrzz

under 8alt, and under Liquors sn increase is exhibited of abou ‘ ’

the three chief heads from which the State obtains its import d"uties? %O;ali?l?: .totacgh:rs::o:;:
of import duty R3,45,95,521, or 77°27 per cent., were collected in Caleutta, R 60,92,700, or
13-61 per cent., in Bombay, R14,04,835, or3-14 per cent., in Madras, and Rl,l 08 2’70,01. 2:.4”
per cent.,, in Rangoon. The remainder is distributed over the other ports of,In’din, ;n small

proportions and none of them are of any importance, Chittagons al .
a8 much as £60,000, obtained from Salt, ’ ,:,ong one amounting to even
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70. The duties on exports reahse much less than those on imports; the figures for the
last five years are:—
B . R
187874 . . . ., ... 1244137
1874-75 e . . . 66,24,334
187576 . . . . . . . . .91,30,008
1876-77 . . «  «  +  « . . 6060800
87718 . . . .. » +» . B6,b6,439

These dutles are derived exclusively, since August 1875, from indigo, rice, and lac.
Indigo is exporfed mostly from Bengal and in small quantities from Madrag; rice is exported
mostly from Bengal and Burina, and Joc almost exclusively from Bengal. Accordmgly we
find that R21,53,915, -or 38:08 per cent. of the whole amount of export duty was collected
at Calcutta; R29,70,625, or 5252 _per cent. at the ports of Burma, Rangoon accounting
for R18,09,465, and that only a very small balance was left for collection in Bomba.y,
Sind, and Madras.

71. The drawbacks and refunds gra.nted durmg the year on all arl;lcles of mport
and export amounted to R9,60,834, being 1-9 per cent, of the gross revenue.

72. Dutiable goods are in some cases under speclal orders .allowed to enber India free
of duty. The value of goods so admitted dunng the last three years was :—

R’
876 . . . . . .. . . . 151,003
- 1876-77 e 4 s+ v . . 628387

- 1877-78 e e« & e s . .+ 881,051

‘The figures are imperfect for 1875-76, no regu]m‘ record having been kept until 1876.77.
The goods consist mostly of material required for the Bombay water works and the
Oriental Gas Company at Calcutta which is allowed this privilege until the expiry of its
present ‘contract with the State. Some of the Native Chiefs and Rulers are also allowed
by treaty or engagement to import dutiable goods free of duty, for their own personal use.

73. Just before the close of the year some important cha.nges were made in the Tariff
by the Notification dated the 18th March 1878, of which copy is subjoined :— -

 No. 43, dated Calcutta, the 18th March 1878.
« NOTITFIt C'ATION—-By the DEPABTMENT OF REVENUE, AGRICULTURE, AND COMMERCE,

#Tn exercise of the powers conferred by Section 6.of the Indian Tariff Act, 1875
the Governor-General in Council is pleased to exempt the goods hereinafter named from all
import duties to -which ,they are liable: under the numbers of Schedule A of the said Act
entered in column one of the following list :— .

I h : Numb !
Nu-',; . Names of Articles. : in * Names of Articles.
Sohedule A, . o Schedule A. _
8 | Brushes, all sorts. 16 | Cotton, raw.
4 | Building snd Engineering materials. Cotton, Grey Piece goods, viz. :—
5 | Cabinet ware and Furniture. : : T cloths under 18 reed, jeans, domestics,
Cand] : sheetings and drilla shewn to the satis-
. 6 | Candles. . : faction of the Customa Collector, whose
. 7 | Canes, Ratans, Articles made of Cane or geclﬁlon ghull l:«al final, to be of the
I r . imensions, weights, counts, and quali.
Raton, and Basket work. : . ties now génerally known under those
8 | Carriages and component parts thereof. descriptions, and to contain ne yarn of
9 | Chemical Products and Preparations. a higher number than 30,
12 .| Coir and Articles made of Coir, . . Cotton Twist : .
¥ 14 | Cordage and Rope made of any Vegetable - Mule, No. 82 and lower numbers.
. fibre. Water, No, 20 and lower numbers.




(éfs)'

N‘H_ll;bel' Names of Articles. Nuin;lb“ Nﬂ‘n-:léa of Articles.
Schedals A. ’ Schednle A, :

21 | Flax and Articles made of Flax, 88 | Oils. . -

99 | Fruits and Vegotables, 39 | il and Floor-cloth,

26 | Hemp and Articles made of Hemp. 42 | Paper, viz. -~—Wall-paper.

27 | Hides and Skins. 44 | Piece goods made of Jute.

28 | Instruments and Apparatus, except musical. 45 | Pipes and other Implements used in the

.81 | Leather and Articles made of Leather, Consumption of Tobacco.

including Boots, ' Shoes, Harness and '
Saddlery. 46 | Pitch, Tar, and Dammer.

84 | Mats, ' - 48 { Railway Materials,

36 | Military and other Uniforms and Accou- 50 [ Seeds. :
{rements, ' 53 | Soap. - _

37 | Naval Stores. 59. | Toilet Requisites.

.~ « This Notification shall take effect on and after the 20th March 1878.”
The effect of these orders will remain for remark in reviewing the trade of 1878-79.

SHIPPING—FOREIGN TRADE.

T4 The total numbers and tonnage of the shipping which entered and cleared at Indian
ports from and to foreign countries during the last. five .years were as follow, the figures
shewing 2 small decrease in the numbers of the vessels in the year 1877.78 as compared with

1876-77, though the aggregate tonnage and the average capacity of each vessel have steadil
increased year by year ~—

1878.74
1874.75
1875-76

187677
187778

- - - » . - -

No. Tons. Average tonnage,
19,789 4,647,410 . 385
12,437 4,825,542 388
12,460 5,428,986 435
12,764 5,634,042 " a0
12,587 5,754,379 459

75. The number and tonnage of the vessels entered and cleared are given below. The

decrease in the . numbers of vessels entered and cleared occurred in Madras where the
foreign trade fell off owing to the scarcity, and in British Burma, there being an increase in the
other three provinces of Bengal, Bombay, and Sind. The increase in the aggregate tonnage of
entrances and clearances corresponds with the increase in the. imports and exports during

. the year, which were higher than in any of the four previous years:—

Entered. Cleared.
No. Tons. No. "I'ons.,
1873-74 e 6,265 2,301,265 6,474 9,846,145
1874-75 . N 8,365 2,434,929 8,082 | ' 2,300,618
1875-76 . . 6,259 2,629,928 8,201 2,799,063
1876.77 . 8,376 2,791,884 8,388 2,842,168
187778 . . 6,353 2,877,649 8,184 2,876,730
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7?. The foregoing.ta.bles. include sailing vessels as well as steamers undmtingmshed The
following ’fl_gures, relating to steamers separately, shew the steady progress which has been
made during the past four years in the employment of steam power in the carrying trade

" between India and other countries; the percentage of steam tonnage to the total tonnage

- being’ about 39 per cent. in 1874.75, over 41 per cent. in the two following years, and 44
per cent. in 1877-78 :— . :

Steomers entered. Steamers cleared,

' ) No. Tons. ﬁo. 'I;ons.
L L 819 044,233 | 808 925,218
87576 . L . L L L L 994 1,007,284 Lot | 1,146,916
187677 . . . w . . . .| 1,060 1,167,975 1,063 | 1,191,361
87798 . L. .. L 1,128 1,265,687 L1 | 1,279,180

7. The number and tonnage of steamers entering and leaving India without cargoes' are
given below, the nuthhers leaving in ballast being considerably less than those which enter in
that condition, this being markedly the case in Bengal where 71 vessels entered and only one
_ left in ballast during 1877-78 :— ‘ :

Steamers entered in ballast. Steamers cleared in ballast.

) No. - Tons. No. Tons.

W5 . . e o 81 | 78,78 o8 21,714

1875'.76 S R 1 80,414 41 21,905
1876.-}-}_ D e e 163 181,366 43 26,028

187798 + . . e e e 153 141,641 |, - 68 40,665

#8. The following table shews the total number and tonnageof all vessels, sailing and
steam, which entered and cleared in ballast during the last five years, and the percentage
of the tonnage of the entries and clearances in ballast, fo the total tonnage entered and

cleared :—

Vesacls entered in ballast. Veseels clearsd in ballast.,
_ No. " Tons, © | Percentage. No. | ~Toms, [ Percentage.
187874 . . .| 2700 852,848 » 28'3 874 92,235 89
187475, . . .| 2799 637,149 261 815 | 112,808 47
1875-T6 . - .| 2,6% 650,030 ear | 856 | 1024022 44
187677 . . o] 2818 | 716882 258 1,116 | 144,746 50
wimas . . . enes | mam 047 | 1,824 | 180,434 69

Here also, as in the,case of steamers only, the entries without cargoes are far in excess of
the clearances in that state, A great proportion of the numbers of arrivals and depariures

E
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in ballast consists of native craft under the head of Madras, trading between the southern
ports of that Presidency and Ceylon, the Maldives and the Straits.

79. The figures given below shew the number and fonnage of vessels adopting the Suez
Canal route, which entered and cleared at Indian ports, with the percentage of tl.xe steam
tonnage passing through the canal to the total steam tonnage engaged in the Indian'trade

ExT=1Es vid SvBZ CANAL.

CLEABANCES vid SUEZ

Toral, ENTEIES ARD CLEARANCES vid +

1878.74 .
187476 . .
187576 .

1876-77 . .

1877-78 . R

»

Canan SuEz CANAL.

Numl:er. Tons. Nnmimr. Tons. Number. Tons. Ptfmn:ﬁ?
tonnage.

817 | 434,152 306 | 882,876 623 | 816,527 *
413 | 575,802 409 | 558,076 822 | 1,138,068 | 60
483 | 704,325 522 | 795045 | 1,005 | 1,440,270 64
504 | 744,215 536 | 774,475 | 1,040 | 1,518,690 64
569 | 515,083 568 | 802,808 | 1187, | 1,617,839 64

80. The following table shews the movement of shipping during the past three years

.between India and the principal countries with which trade is carried on. The figures repre-

sent entries and clearances combined. The tonnage employed in the trade with the United
Kingdom was during the three years 50 per cent. of the total tonnage engaged in the trade
of India with foreign countries :— -

- .
BrITisE PossESSIONG=—

United Kingdom .
Aden - -

Australia .

"West Indies -
)

k Ceylon . . .

Cape of Good Hope.

Hong Kong .
" Mauriting .,

Straits . .

1875.76. 1876-77. 1877.78.
Vegsels. | Tons. | Vessels, '.f'o?s. Vessels, Ton.
&
2,202 | 2,604,982 2,280 | 2,780,721 | 2,208 | 2,904,868
97 | 66,924 108 | 87,972 .60 | 43,394
) 100 | 118,015 104 | 117,632 149 | 181,622
15 13,264 8 6,078 12| 18,336
6,368 | 704,404 6,895 | 847,392 | 6,383 | 768,877
74| 87,312 ' 90" 50,532 931 62,22
124 | 150,044 | 39| 74 ] 94,332
258 | 162,228 |. 217 | 154,766 224 i 178,154
746 | 394,018 658 35'9,33'3 661 | 836,816

# The .
The figures for total steam tonnngg are not available for 1873-74.

_ "
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_ 1875.76. 1876.77. 1877-78.
Vessels, Tons, Vessels, Tons. i Vessels. Tons,
Foreran CooNTRIES—

- Awstria .. ., . . 8T 42,088 291 34893 | 86! 43474
France . - . . ., . 232 | 101,048 208 | 189,961 208 | 173,838
Germany . . . . 88| 94,644 45 | 44,904 88| e7547
Taly ..o L 102 | 110,418 111 | 148,637 119 | 148,328
Russia . . . . sl on 11,670 3 2,297 | g 1,052
Eastern Coast of Afriea . . 1114 20,893 104 19,522 109 17,742
_ United States . ., . 115 ] 133,568 03 | 121,238 97 | 108,182
South and Central America . 2 X T 50 | 48301 60 57,915"
Cbina—Treaty Porte -+ -. .| . 8| - 887 30| 45479 - 38| 60,908
Ambia . . . . . 308 [ 109,224 433 | - 98504 '454. 98,628
Pesia . . . . | . s 93,076 267 | . oL,487 "328 | 118,507

81. Nationalities~—The figures for vessels under British and British Tndian registry are
given below, the proportion to the tofal tonnage being 7564 for the former and 7:28 for the
latter in 1877-78, as compared with 71:25 and 951 respectively in the year previous :—

. Bkmsn. : Brrrisg Ixprin.
Vessels. ’ ; Tons. Vessels, Tona,
187874 . . . . .| 8,317 3,185,130 8,479 -] . 634,681
®  1874.75 e e 8,419 . 8,305,302 | - 4,442 504,702
. 187576 . . 8,448 " 8,795,076 3,970 534,946
1876-77 e 8,674 4,014,511 3,688 536,060
w1708 . . . . 3,853 - 4,352,380 3,017 418,774

82, Foréign shipping represented 1535 per cent. in 1876-77 and 13°42 per cent. in 1877-78
of the aggregate tonnage. The number and tonnage of the foreign vessels employed in the
+trade for the last five years are as follow :—

* . Vessels. _ Tons.

1873-74 .« o« . . 197 " 496,082
1874.75 L. . . . 1865 859,236
~" 1876.76 e e ... 1704 953,466
" 1876.71 R T . 864,932
187778 T R 771,994

83, The total number and tonnage of the principal foreign shipping engaged in the trade,
as compared with 1876-77, are shewn in the following table, Only Austrian and Arab v:essels
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exhibit an increase in numbers and aggrega.te tonnage, there being a decrease in vessels of
other nationalities. The imcrease in the number of Austrian vessels is due to the regular

. Tunning of steamers of the Austrian Lloyds between Trieste and Bombay. This line now
runs to Calcutte also :— ~

1876-77. 1877-78, | 187677 187778,
No. . 25 Y (No. . 28 10
Austrian . _ Russian ‘ )

- Tons - . 82,345 45,083 Tous .| - 24,138 7,172
Lo No. . 201 223 No. .| ~ 48 44
French . Swedish '

’ Tons . 158,050 126,312 | - Tons .| - 96,649 25,465

.- No. 122 03 No. . 159 187
German Awmerican

Tons .| . 104,355 75,483 Tons . 175,482 162,535
RS No. . 209 191 ' No. .| 411 635
Italian Arab
’ Tons . 172,905 158,178 Tons . 53,923 74,358
_ _ (No. . 86 78 |
+  Norwegian { ' _
. Tons . 72,274 64,491 | * -l S S

84. Native Craft.—The figures for numbers and tonnage of native craft are —

Vesgely, . Tons.
187874 . . . . . .. 1,46 ‘81,537
187476 . . . . . . 29011 . 156,302
187596 . . . . . . 3338 215,499
1876-77 . . .0 . . .. 3931 218,539
187798 . . . . . . 4150 211,231

85. The following figures shew the share of each Province in the movement of ‘shipping
with cargoes for the last five years :— )

Vessels, Tons.
(187374 . . 1,248 1,349,868
1874756 . . 1,309 1,395,164 *
BeNeaL . .( 1875.76 . . . 1,456 - 1,602,695
1876-77 . . 1,541 1,753,017
 1877-78 . 1539 1,820,524 .
(187374 . . 1553 945,930
187476 . . 1,608 1,074,086
BomBaY . .(1875.76 : . 1,598 1,145,233 " -
- 187677 - . -, - 1637 - 1,199,269
(187778 - . - . - 1817 1,349,444,
(187374 . . 488 116,269
187475 © ., 528 122,664
Svp . 187876 - . - . - @15 - 202,162
- | aster ...  B18 201,056

\1877.78 . 643 205,644
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‘f , Vessels, Tone.
:g;z-;a e . 4765 833,967
‘ 4187495 . | 4,458 875,789
Mavmas . (187576 . . 4105 887,100
- 1876-77 4,034 888,888

| 187778 3,457 ' 809,092
( 1873-74 . ., 1,104 656,303

o 187475 ., 920 608,322
Brrrism BumMa{ 187576 . . 1,207 817,654
‘ 187677 , ., 1001 730,184
187778 . 992 676,460

\
!
- ' ... COASTING TRADE, - -

- 86. The interchange by sea of commodities between the different parts of the Empire
was carried on during the year with very unusual activity, the result mainly of the grain traffic
from. Bengal and Burma to Madras and Bombay. The great increase in the magnitude of
the transactions of the coasting trade is apparent from the following table, which shews the
value of the trade for each of the last ﬁ\'re years ;—

187874, | 187475, 1875-76. 187677, | 187778
. :3 B 1) ) R
IMPORTS—
Coun! . ¢ 95894977 { 158458815 | 23,9370,742
MERCHANDISE { = }12,11,78,793 13,52,34.919{
Foreign . . 40093,530 | 88881950 | 42852450
Torat . 12,11,78,793 | 13,52,34919 | 18,50,28,507 | 19,63,40,074 | 28,22,32,201
TEEASUER . « o+ o ¢+ o 41518157 2,00,71,103 1,85,00,500 2,35,70,894 5,00,65,055
Tomsr Iurorts . .| 16,2691,950 | 15,5306,022 | 149429007 | 22,800,468 | 83,31,87,256"
EXPORTS—
, Country . . . 98492024 | 16,12,80,075 | 24,36,72,038
MEECHANDISE { }15,50,60,948 15,92,04,452 { .
: Foreign o C 49453460 |  513,05085 |  56041,862
Toms . .| 155060948 | 150904452 | 147945493 | 21,2586140 { 20,97,14768
"TEEASURR « s . 3,11,51,656 | 22435796 | 1,5743,302 | 58078007 | 4,62,42,410
Torar Exrorts . .| 18,621,504 | 181640248 | 165688795 ) 250664047 | 34,49,57,208
»
. N
" GRAND TOTAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS | 94,8904,454 | 33,69,46270 | 81,61,17.802-| 47,9574,615 | 67,81,44,464

It will be observed that until the outbreak of famine in 1876-77, which at once stimulated
the traffic in food grains, the coasting trade can hardly be said to bave made any progress.
At the same time the figures are not altogether-to be relied upon when they exhibit a decrease
in 1874-75 and 1875-76, because since 1875 closer attention has been given to the registration
of this trade than formerly, and, although the returns are still doubtless far from accurate,
they are at any rate & much closer approach to accuracy than the exaggelzated, in many cases
wholly fictitious, results exhibited in past years, = Of 4ll provinces Bengal is most open bo_the
veproach of receiving without question figures which were well known to be impossible,

and the magnitude of whose error was so great as utterly to vitiate the whole refurns.
' L

&
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87. Grain trade.~The foilowing tsble shews the trade in grain during the year as
compared with the two previous years:— - - : :

Description of Grain. ey T wrer. 181775,

Cwt. | R | Cwk R | Cwt. "R
Gram . . .| 2es204| 787,095 - 70,661 | 82,3L,718 | 1,201,736 | 69,60,635
Rico (imthehusk) .| 1,711,281 | 88,836,184 | £,329,064 | 83,08,807 | 4,656,065 | 1,75,83,208
» (notin thehusk) | 2,473,800 | 04,15,787 | 0,240,400 | 4,82,75,392 | 18,087,068 | 8,28,86,102
Wheat " 1esse1| 500598 | 158,008 | 734783 | 404156 |  23,26572

»

Pulse N . 250,082 8,79,180 517,043 | 21,17,708 1,109,306 61,45,931

-Other sorts . . 247,207 674,180 | 1,587,639 | 63,78,842 | 1,791,487 | 85,060,768

The total quailtity of food grains thus thrown into the famine-stricken districts during the
year amounted to 1,161,990 tons, and the value to R12,42,72,216, which was as much
as 44°03 per cent. of the total imports of merchandise dyring the year.

The imports were mainly distributed as follows :—

* To Madras. To Bombay.

Cwt. Cwt,
Gram . . . . . 1,192,609 191,969
Rice (in the husk) . . . 3,607,665 815,058
» {potinthehusk) . . 10,555,815  ° 8,183,563
© Wheat . . . . . 206,017 - 172,009
Pulse . . . . . 909,642 88,452
Othersorts . . &,  894157. . 856,950
Torar . . 17,545,805 5,208,001

The imports into these two presidencies constituted a total of 1,137,690 tons out of the
:whole trade amounting to 1,161,190 tons.

i

88. As regardé other articles of importance in the coasting trade, a'few remarks will

_éuﬂ'ice. . Coffee fell off very much, the quantity exported having been nearly 21,000 cwt.

less than in 1876-77, the injury to the crop caused by drought having been the cause of the
“diminution. : , -

89. The trade in raw cotton, cotton twist and yarn, and grey
‘cannot be satisfactorily compared with the trade in 1876-77, becaus
‘trade is carried on from Bombay and for the years previous to 1877
"the traffic in these articles from port to port within the Bombay Pr

are given in the accounts of the year under review. T
- articles during the year were as follow :—

and white piece goods
e the largest part of the
-78 1o figures exist shewing
esidency, while these figures
he total exports of each of these

) - Cwt. R
Cottqn (raw) . . . . 387438 95,79,001
Ibs : '
-. Cotton. twist and yarn . . 17,425,993 96,560,377
. o : Yards. '
, Cot‘tog piece goods (gre.y) e . 27,910,442 43,70,236
.. - s (white) . « < 4b4713- 0 . 1,40,946

n. o w (col'og;ed, printed, or dye-d), 5,114,210 16,97,476 -
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Of the raw cotton 353,668 cwt. were shipped from the Bombay Presidency, the largest part
(252,000 cwt.) going to ports within the Presidency. Of the twist 13,117,686 s were
. exported from Bombay, mostly to Bengal and Madras. Of the grey piece goods upwards of
264 million yards were shipped from Bombay, of which ahout 24 million yards were taken
by Bengal and Sind in nearly equal proportions. White and eoloured piece goods are

comparatively unimportant. In the latter class of goods Madras does ahout as large
‘business as Bombay.

90. The trade in gmy bags amounted in value to nearly 96 Ia.kbs of rupees, being in
excess of the trade of the previous year by about 15 lakhs of rupees, a result of the activity
of the grain frade. ' .

91. Seeds.—‘In til or jinjili seed there s a large increase amountjng in value to about 22
lakhs of rupees, but some portion of this, rather under a third, is due to trade in Bombay
not previously recorded. -

92. In row silk there was an enormous increase in the exports from Bengal to Madras, the
cause of which does not seem to have beeh ascertained by the Calcutta Custom house, although
the very large gievelopment of the trade in  year of famine and depressed local trade ought
to have suggested enquiry. My attention was attracted to the figures too late to obtain
any useful information in explanation of. them in time for incorporation here. .

93. Spices.—In belelnuts a considerable trade is done, the quantity exported during
the year having amounted to nearly 4% million pounds valued at over 50 lakhs of rupees.
Burma consumes most pf these, obtaining its supplies from Bengal, and Bombay gets large
quantities from Madras, from the Konkan and Goa, and from Bengal.

94. Sugar.—As explained in the section on the foreign trade, the exports of sugar coast-
wise from Bengal increased very largely, the total quantity having been 367,516 cwt., valued at
524 lakhs of rﬁpees.. The whole value of the trade, other provinces as well as Bengal, amounted
{o about 64 lakhs, but practically the frade is Bengal trade, the excess over the 52{ lakhs
‘being to some extent Bengal sugar shipped from one port to another in the Bombay
Presidency. There is also & tolerably large trade in unrefined sugar (molasses, jaggery. and
goor), the value of which amounted during the year to about 263 lakhs of rupees.

95, The; coa.stiné {rade in. f¢e is unimportant, the whole quantity having been under a
million pounds, valued at R 8,13,289. Of this quantity 607,719 Ibs represents the export
from Chittagong of the produce of that district to Calcutta for sale at the periodical public

sales here previous to shipment to Europe.

96. The coasting trade in treasure increased conside:‘é.bly, as will be seen from the
following figures of the imports :— -
. . . .. ‘ - . ‘ R
1873-T4 . . . . . . . 4,15,13,157
1878475 . . . .« ... 2,007,103
1875-76 . .. . . e . . 1,35,00,600
187607  « - o« e e e 3,3570,394

- 1877-18 . . . ) . . e > This -

This increase is largely due to the famine traffic which necess’ ) ‘
considerable sums to Burma in .payment of rice supplied to Mag for presont purposes & rapes to.
owing to increased movements of silver resulting naturally fromf

imports into the country. of silver from Europe. /
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- COASTING SHIPPING. = : -

97, The following table shews the entries and clearances of vessels at all ports during the
past five years, during which there has been a steady increase yearly in the numbers of |
vessels and the aggregate tonnage engaged in the coasting trade. A great deal of the increase
in the last two years is, however, to be attributed to the attraction of shipping to the coasting
trade by the increased demand for freight caused by the famine traffic. The decrease in
the number of vessels with g large increase in tonnage in 1877-78 was ca.used by the employ-
pent of large steamers in. this trade between Caleutta and Madras —

) ‘ Vessels. Tons.
L ntered . .. 148408 5,246,705 -
. 18734 . . S -
I Cleared ,  , 145,966 5,133,157
Torat . 294374 10,379,863
( . - . S
L Entered . . 156,780 6,728,488
1874.75 . { -
‘ Cleared . 156,073 6,451,685
Torax . 812,858 13,180,173
Entered . . 158,460 6,910,067
187576 . { : .
. Cleared . 159,668 6,733,687
TorawL .. 818,128 13,643,654
.. {Entered . . 175134 7,526,439
187677 . .

Cleared . . 166,684 7,333,195

TorAL - . 841,718 14,859,634

.—'__‘==‘

1877-78 .

1."" -

{Entered . . 167,002 8,062,208
- Cotton tmst a.m

Cleared . . . 152,622 17,670,038

Cotton plece 'goo'l‘n ' ' _— |
TP g - Tomaz . 319,624 15,732,246
”'.V-l ,”'— (\ i . _— @

b
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98. The nationalities of the vessels are given below. The figures shew a large increase
during the five years in the numbers and tonnage of British vessels employed in this trade :—

1873-74, 1874.75. 1875.76. 1876.77. 1877.78.

'

Vessels, Tons, | Vessela.| Tous, { Vessels.{ Toms. Vessela, Tons. | Vessels. | Tons.
Eulered, .

British . .|, 2685 1,993,058 | 3,692 | 2,827,961 | 3927 3,466,508 | 4,179 | 3,606,444 | 4,901 | 4,480,035
Britisk Indian . «| 2249 638888 | 1,975 756072 2293 728,303 2,884 | 756,145 | 2,660 | 620,247

Foreign . .| 2834 186405 2448 192964 2680 | 195425 2977 276,780 | 2677 | 261,1m

Native Craft . - 141,140 | 2,428,354 | 148,665 | 2,961,491 |149,630 | 2,519,831 166,094 | 2,837,070 | 156,861 | 2,700,735
Cleared.

British . .1 2,606 | 1995148 ] 3,512 2684905 | 371) [ 3313522 | 4112 | 3,583,404 | 4,766 | 4,334,153

British Indian . . 2110 | 582,485 1,824 | 712,148 2'1.59 717,252 | 2865 761,379 | 2,498 615,338

Foreign ... .- 2218 | 140210 | 2,287 | 156374 | 2,657 | 187,951 | 2,703 | 259,207 | 2,587 | 238,925

2,634,862 | 156,904 | 2,729,115 | 142,773 | 2,181,122
i

Native Craft .  .[138,973 | 2,415,314 | 148,450 | 2,888,258 | 151,241

99. The following statement shews the share of each province in the aggregate tonnage
employed in the coasting trade during the past two years. The numbers of vessels unclier
Madras, Sind, and especially under Bombay, are swelled by the great number ?f small nat.lve
craft which ply about the coast. In Bengal and Burma a large and increasm.g P.I‘OPOI'tIOIl
of the coasting traffic is carried in the steamers of the Brifish India Steam Navigation Com.

pany and in steamers belonging to other European proprietors —

187677, 1877-78.
Vessels. Tons, Vessela, Tons.
Eotered. . .. . . - 1,254 661,225 1,599 884,072
Buxaar "{01eared . 1,256 618,132 1,475 781,024
Torar . . 2,510 | 1,279,357 3,014 | 1,866,896
Entered . . . . 145,691 | 2,683,954 139,518 | 2,652,027
Bownax '{cmed A 17227 | 2710214 | 125,087 | 2,594,910
ToraL . .| 282,918 | 5,394,168 964,580 | 5,247,837
Entered . . , 2,426 155,957 9,787 191,078
Sup '{Clenrud Ce 2,496 170,754 2,509 189,289
ToTal . . 4,922 326,711 5,595 380,367
Entered . . . . .| 23685 | 378,025 20,968 | 9,638,732
Mapas '{Cleared oo esser | ssesane 21,068 | 8,504,515
Tora, . . 47,247 | 6,827,197 'Orbéd- amounted to" Yy
ed. This trade has now
Entered . . . . 2,078 547,278 -
Barmisu Buwa -{Cleared . . . . . 2,043 484,92_3; for presont purposes a rupee to
ToraL . . 4,121 1,032,201
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1. Tae figures recording the.trade of the year 1878.79 exhibit a restriction of con-
siderable importance in the extent.of the trade as compared with the two -years immediately
preceding. The valu_e of the trade of 1876-77 was 111'70 crores and  that of 1877-78 .
amounted to the (for Indian commercial exchanges) very large, indeed unprecedentedly large,
sum of 124 crores. In theyear1878-79 the trade valuestotalled only 1084 crores, being 1258 ,
per cent. less than the year before and 2-95 per cent. less than the year immediately preceding -
that. But though not equal to the frade of these two years the value was greater thau that .-
recorded in any previous year excepting the years oi the cotton famine when Indian cotton
" realised four times as much as it doea now.. Those years were 1863-64, 1864-65, and 1865-66.
Much of the decrease in the trade of the year is due to an enormous diminution in the
impbrts of silver, for though the imports and exports of merchandise also fell the decline
under both these heads was not equal to the diminution under the head of treasure. '

2. Analysing these heads separately for the last_ five years, we afrive at the following

results ;==
Imported merchandise.

187405 « « o« o« = e . 8464,52,622
187676 . . . .« .« 3L1L26672("  Average:
187677 . . .« . . . 853671766 R36,61,27,772
1877498 . . . . . . . 89,32,60,080 :
187879 . . 86,56,61,947

' The importe& merchandise of the year was therefore hardly below the average of the four
preceding years, even though that average was swelled by the unusually large trade of

' 1877-78 and by the imports of grain in that year for the relief of famine, amounting to nearly
balf a crore in value. -The decrease in the value of grains imported amounted to 20
lakhs of rupees,and in the current year very little has been imported. This trade has now

ceased. | , _
Note—A crote of rupoes is one hundred lakhs, a lakh is one handrad thousand. If wo take for present purposes a rupee to |

be equivalent to two ghillings, then a lakh of rupees will be £10,000 and & t:rara a million sterling.
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Imporied ireasure. B
18495 . . .+ . . . 81410466
1875-%6 . . .« - . . . b30,07,224 Average :
187677 . . - . . . . 11,43,61,180( R10,55,83,366
1877'78 - - t. . L] . . 17,35,54,596
187879 . . .« . _ . . 1,06,67,486 .
The treasure imported during the year was, it will be seen, 59-34 per cent. less than tha
imported in 1877-78 and 3316 per cent. less than the average of the four preceding years.

It is this falling off in the imports of silver which to a great extent accounts for the smaller
value of the trade of the year.

Ezports and re-exporis of merckandise.
* B
1874-75 e e e . . b56,31,22,606
18767 . . - . . . B8,04,64,046 Average:
1876-77 .« « « . . 609616320( R£60,12,62,525
1877-78 . . . . . . 6518,67,132
. 1878-79 e e e . 60,89,36,108
Although the exports of merchandise were less by 4% erores, or about 6} per cent., than -
those of 1877-78, they were slightly in excess of the average of the four years which preceded

1878-79, even though that average, like the average of the imports of merchandise, was
swelled by a year of unusually heavy trade.

Ezports of treasure.

. 187475 e« e+« e . . 15927214

1875-76 e e e e« . 211,561,442

- 1876-71 W e e e e e . 8,94,25,798

- 1877-78 . . . - . - 2,15,61,356

: s . . . . . .. . . ‘889565453
The exports of treasure exceeded by 13 crores those of 1877-78 and ‘almost. equalled those
of 1876-77, in which year occurred the first wide and sudden departure from the relative
positions which gold and silver had pre’viéusl'y\f,t{a considerable time maintained. The
immediate effect of the fall in the value of silver measuredin gold, and the consequent fall in
rates of exchange between India and England, which went as-low as Ls. 6d. for the rupee in
June 1878, was. the export of considerable quantities of the gold hoarded in the country.
The movement has since continued, and with another very serious-drop in rates of exchange

in June and J u'ly 1878, when they fell to 1s. 7d., it exhibited increased vitality.

R

3. On the whole, considering the condition of the Empire during the last three years,
looking to the existence of drought and distress over very large portions of the Punjab and
Northern India generally as well as the Deccan, the presence of actual famine in Southern
India, the outbreak of war with Affghanistan, and the general depression of trade all over the
world, it would seem. that, far from having cause to be disappointed with the apparent

retrogression of Indian trade, we-have reason for satisfaction that things have not been very
much worse. -

4. Although India possesses a coast line, of enormous length extending over 9,185

- geographical miles, and about three hundred places are officially known and iecognised as
ports, the foreign trade of the Empire is practically concentrated at the five ports which are
the capitals of the five great"littoral provinces, viz., Calcutta, Bombay,. Madras, Rangoon,
and Kurrachee, With the exception of Madras these ports are all excellently S?lited
to be the centres for exchange with foreign. couniries for the provinces to which. they
belong. To Rangoon naturally flows by the Irrawaddy all the production. of Upper Burma
and of Pegu, the most valuable portion of cur possessions in the Burmese peninsula. The
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Eﬂw?.y, Whéch i; :ﬁ: o;f)en ﬂflor 163 miles between i{angoon and EPmme- mﬁning parallel with
e river; offers er facilities for bringing down merchandise & : i
¢ T 1acl . o Rangoon, and its proposed
:;:e:;slon to B‘i:he frontier wﬂl tend undoubtedly fo still larger development. of theptral:ie of
o Pegv;n;, 7 %ngoon ];;09 is nc: only the town to which flows all the surplus production
: pper burma, butitis also the town of the i
_ pper b province best adapted for the
reczgtmrrlrahnd (%mtnbu.‘aon throughou? the province generally, Arakan excepted,I:)f imported
goods. % ere is 1o doubt. thails- this port will maintain the commereial supremacy now
possess .by lt,. 'and that it will continue to ineresse and flourish in proportion to the
commercial activity of the provinee, -
~ B. Calcutta is the most convenient point for the receptiod and distribution of all that

;n.r?)itin szfioaﬁni;tpa:lzt :lf; ;:h:h :r:;ie (ff Beng.a.l which is carried on the water highways of the
Trade is attended with some disad mel_t of the two main reilway systems of Bengal.
: stend, e adyantage_m Calcutta, as compared with Bombay, Rangoon,

or Kmacﬁee, n the dangerous nature of the navigation of the river. But this natural
dmadvaptggg hfas beeI_L-so minimised by careful surveys and charts of the river and by
an: excellent pilot service, that sccidents after all are very raré and seldom occar except
as the result of inexcusable negligence. In the port itself the admirable administration
of the Port Trust has provided conveniences for shipping Which now make Caleutta
hardly second to any port in the world for the facility with which cargo is loaded and
d.iscyarged. Although the completion of the Indus Valley Railway, opening out through
commu.qicaﬁon between Lahore and Kurrachee, and the line intended to connect the

Northern Indian railway -system with Ahmedabad in the Bombay Presidency, may have

the effect of diverting from Calcutta some portion of the trade which has hitherto flowed
through that port, the trade which will be thus diverted is not likely to be of such
importance as to make any appreciable difference in the commercial sactivity of Calcutta.
In fact, the tracts ~which have now been of are to be placed in direct communication
with Kurrachee and Bombay ate so femote from Chloufta, that no considerable portion
of their surplus produce could with profit be sent to that port, aud the largest portion
of the trade which will now reach the coast by the lines feferred to will be, nof trade
diverted from Calcutts, but new trade which the crestion of these linés will call into
existence. On the other hand, the completion of the Northern Bengal State Railway opens
out rich tracts producing tobacco, jute, and other viluable commodities in great abundance,
and also renders frade to some extent independent of the condition of the rivers which have
hitherto been the main highway for goods in these parts, a highway closed to business for some
months in the year when the water in the rivers is low. If may reasonably be expected
that this railway will stiriulate {rade, while commercial operations’ will be conducted with
greater regularity and contibue throughout the year instead of practically ceasing when the
rivers are no longer navigable for boats. When the projected railway to connect the valley
of Assam with the Northern Bengal Railway is ready for traffic, 4 further development of
trade may be expected with the increasein the facility of communications and the cheapening
of the cost of transit. On the whole, there is no reason to ddubt that, far from diminishing
. with the diversion of trade to Bormbay and Kurrachee, the trade of Calcutta may be expected
to exhibit a regular and healthy incredse as the years roll on. '

6. The increase of commerce in: Bombay can hardly be expected to be proportionately
as large as that which may be looked for in Calcutta. In 1870-71 the imports and exports of
merchandise at Bombay from and to foreign ports amounted in value to 36:3 crores of
rupees ;. in: 1878-79 they did not exceed 82-4 crores. Of course some of the decrease may be
accounted for by the diminished values of cotton which forms the staple of the export trade
of Bombay, but these diminished values do not satisfactorily account for the fact that
there is an actual ‘decrease instead of an increase in the aggregate value of the total
trade. The imports into Bombay in 1878-79; for instance, were almost exactly of the
same recorded value of those of 1875-76, viz., 13'47 crores, and were in faot less than
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the average values (13'59) of the three years commencing with 1867-68, when Bombay
was still suffering from the depression which followed om the collapse of th.e cotton trade.
If during these ten years the import trade of Bombay has not increased, while at the same
time means of internal communication have . been undergoing rapid development and
province after province has been placed in direct railway communication with the port, the
inference suggests itself that Bombay has mnot the same capacity of development as
Calcutta. This port in fact is better situated naturally as a centre of trade. The imports
into Bombay supply a much smaller population spread over 2 much smaller area than the
imports into Calcutta, and whereas Bombay is dependent for her. export trade on the
cotton, wheat, and seeds of the Presidency and of the Central Provinces, and on the wool
of Kurrachee,—(for the present, for this article will no doubt not very long continue
to be sent to Bombay for shipment, but will go direct to Europe from Kuwrrachee),—Calcutta
has wheat and seeds to ship in much larger quantities than those from Bombay; besides
indigo, tea, jute, Tice, hides, saltpetre, lac, silk, and sugar. Opium is common to both places.

The following figures shew the average value of the imports of merchandise into each
of the two Presidencies since 1859-60. Practically imports into the Presidency in each
case signify imports into the chief port :—

Bombay, including Bengal.
Sind. ,
£ £
Five years ending 1863-64 . . 10,652,902% 11,136,758+
» » 1868-69 . . 13,958,465* 14,197,337+
2 " 1873-74 . « 11,354,245 15,582,844,
” » 1878-79 . . 13,060,535 17,565,546

In Calcutta as in Bombay the imports of merchandise from foreign countries during the
year have diminished greatly in value. To the temporary causes elsewhere stated to which
this diminution may be attributed of late, viz., the serious reduction in prices of most staple
goods, as, e.g., cotton twist and cloths, and metals, during the last three years of depressed
trade, and the influence of exchange which has affected the guantities imported, must be
added two others. First, the substitution of locally made goods for imported articles. This
it may be hoped will be permanent. Second, that other permanent cause which limits the
consumption of European goods in this country, viz., the want of demand generally among
Indian races for such goods. Not only the poverty, hitherto, of the mass of the people of
India, but also their habits and manners, are opposed to the extension of a demand for
. articles of those varied and numerous classes which enter largely into the everyday life of
Europeans. Certain staples, such as cotton goods and metals, required for universal consump-
tion, comprise the great bulk of the importations, while articles of other kinds, necessaries
to Europeans, quasi necessaries, and luxuries, are practically unknown to the native outside the
chief provincial towns on the littoral, are not wanted by him, and consequently their place
in the list of imports is of comparatively no importance and would be far less important
than it is but for the Anglo-Indian community whose wants are thus supplied.

: 7. The exports of Indian produce from Calcutta manifest a very large increase, the values
. having risen from less than 20 crores in 1867-68 to nearly 29 crores in 1878-79. Imn 1877-78
the value was 30 crores, an increase of 50 per cent. in ten years. Great variations are to be
noticed in the trade in the different classes of goods during this period. Exports of tea and
oilseeds have tripled in value, while those of manufactured jute (gunny bags and cloth) have
nearly quadrupled, and the value of raw jute has largely increased. Rice and hides have
doubled in value. The trade in indigo seems to he stationary with no power of increase;
sugar is subject to violent fluctuations, and after having twice reached a very high point,
has again fallen below the level of ten years ago. Silk, too, once an article of primary
importance, is on the decline.

# Taclude Sind, which cannot be separated, and Government sto , which als
+ Include Government stores, which canoot be separated. Fores, we o cannot bo separated.



(5 )

8. The advantage which Caleutts has over Bombay as a commercial centre is that it is
the most convenient outlet for a vast tract of country capable of producing an infinite
variety of staples. If one or two of the articles which form the bulk of the trade of Calcutta
should have a bad time, it is likely enough that some other or others may be doing excep-
tionally well, and every fresh development of the internal resources of the country adds a
new staple to Calcutta. trade, or introduces & new feature in its industrial organisation.
Bombay is so exclusively dependent upon its cotfon, seeds, and wheat, that a bad time for any
of these is a bad time for the export trade from that port generally, and industrially Bombay
seems to be well adapted only to the manufacture of cotton. It is however the portal of the

‘Bast and & remarkably fine portal it is. Every year it becomes more and more the head
quarters of the great lines of mail and passenger steamers, the port for the departure and
arrival of mails and passengers. And for such purposes the convenience and advantages of

“Bombay cannot be overrated.

9. Relatively the most thriving place, commercially, in the Indian Empire is undoubtedly
* "Rangoon, ' In 1867-68 the import trade of this port was valued at less than 95 lakhs ; in 1878-79,
having increased year after year with hardly an interruption, it was valued at more than 2
crores and 80°lakhs, an increase of 195 per cent. in the eleven years. The export trade was
valued at 90°7 lakhs in 1867-63 and at 5 crores 43 lakhs in 1878-79, an increase of 278
per cent, Burma is without question the most prosperous province of the Empire, and the
people, free from the religious and caste prejudices with which the Hindus and Mahomedans
of ‘India are imbued, fond of personal comfort and adornment, spend their earnings freely
on substantially-built and healthy habitations, on silk attire and jewellery, on cigars,
European provisions of kinds such as in India are consumed by the Anglo-Indian population
only, on crockery and. glassware, and other things such as conduce to the comfort of a man
who desires to make himself comfortable and will not be content to live in a mud hovel
sleeping over half a dozen rupees buried in the damp earthen fioor beneath him.

10. Much the largest part of the foreign trade of India is shared, though in very
unequal proportions, between England and China. In the year 1878-79 out of the fotal
trade of about 108% crores, 78 crores, or nearly 72 per cent., represented the value of the trade
of India with England and with China,—60} crores with England, 17§ with China—leaving
only 30} crores, or 28 per cent., to be divided between all the other countries of the world.
The trade with Ceylon and the Straits Settlements accounts for 85 crores more, so that there
is in fact only a small fraction of the direct intercourse of India with foreign countries to be
shared by all other countries put together. In treating of the commercial intercourse of
India with other countries, we may therefore properly direct our attention first of all to the
four countries mentioned, seeing that they account for nearly 87 crores out of an aggregate

trade valued at 108} crores.

11, The proportion of the trade which is carried on directly with England is not
increasing, but slowly declining. Thé comnection of England with this country, the close
commercial relations established between them for upwards of a century, the discouragement
%o trade with other countries imposed first by the East India Company’s monopoly and then
by customs and navigation laws in force until within a comparatively re.cent Pel'iO(-i, the
accumulation of capital in. London, and the unequalled convenience, until the opening of
the Suez Cansl, of that great commercial centre as a place for the reception and distributi(.)g
of Eastern merchandise, all combine to account for the great preponderance. of England. in
the record of the trade of India. The Suez Canal, how?ver,' l.ms effected a change which
has a tendency fo accentuate itself, trade shewing a d1spo.31t10n g.radunlly to return t.o
the channel which was the only one used by the nations until the discovery of the passage

round the Cape of Good Hope. Again are the cities on the Mediterranean receiving and

profiting by that share of the Eastern trade which enriched them until it p;ssed first
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into the hands of thé Portuguese and thence into those of the Dutch and the English.
TLondon still retains, and no doubt long will retain, its supremacy as the vastest depbtin
the world, as the centre of at least 60 per cent. of the trade of the Indian Empire; but,
gradually, Trieste, Venice, Genoa, Marseilles, are beginning to take a not insignificant share
in the account of traffic, and fo play an increasingly important part as ports for the shipment
of European non-British goods to the East and the distribution of Indian produce to Con-
tinental consumers. The accounts shew that, in the interchange of merchandise, the United
Kingdom represents the following figures :— ' ' :

Imports and exports | Imports and exports | Percentage of trade
of nierchandise of merchandize | with United Kingdom

. ‘| from sad to United from and to all to total trade with

Kingdom. - countries. all conntries.
R . R
1867-68 . . 57,87,47,457 86,58,83,769 66'3

1863-69 . . 59,78,92,703 88,99,85,387 "87-18
1869-70 - - 54,47,28,558 85,35,10,188 T . 6382
1870-71 . 1 58,48,19,312 - £8,68,00,714 6595
1871-72 . . 58,42,11,917 . 98,99,66,240 6215
1872-78 . . 54,29,96,392 85,70,93,644 63-35
1873-74 . . 54,84,12,981 86,58,92,838 63'33
1874-75 . . 57,15,73,641 90,95,75,227 6284
1875.76 . 58,50,58,581 95,15,80,718 61-58
1876-77 . b7,77,25,488 96,32,88,086 5997
1877-78 . . . 61,82,49,096 1,04,61,17,162 59-16
1878-79 . b4,81,59,833 87,45,98,055 5625

The table shews that while the trade with the United Kingdom has on the whole hardly at

- all increased, the average of the last five years of the series being only a little over a half per
cent. greater than that of the first five, there has been a substantial increase in the aggregate

volume of trade. : .

o 12. A similar table (below) in which the figures are not- confined to those of merchan-
. dise but also include treasure, does not shew results much more in favour of the United
Kingdom :—

i?goerrt:hﬁ?li‘:?:n? Tmports and exports | Percentage of trade
treasure from and of merchandise and | with United Kingdom
1o the United trensure from and to total trade with
Kingdom, to all countries, all gountries.
_ B B
1867.68 . . 58,79,41,801 99,38,90,876 5919
. 1868-69 . . 64,55,11,108 | 1,04,18,62,084 6199
1869-70 . . 58,12,36,296 | 1,00,33,12,118 5798
1870-71 . . . 60,27,45,841 .|  95,71,20,744 62+97
187172 . . 65,47,90,998 | 1,06,99,16,004 6112
187218 . . . 56,16,02,85¢ 91,58,99,284 . 6185
1873-74 57,73,68,698 94,26,08,880 6125
1874-75 . . | 62,21,93,964 | 1,00,69,12,907 6179
1875-76 . " 61,13,38,965 | 1,02,57,39,384 596
187677 . . 66,84,27,067 | 1,11,70,75,064 "59-84
1877-78 . 75,93,35,319 | 1,24,02,28,114 6123
1878-79 . . 60,94,43,164 " | 1,08,41,20,994 - - 5566 -

1. A description of the trade between the United Kingdom and Tndia s in fast o
description of the entire trade of each country with all other countries, '
important customer for the outcome of England’s principal manufacturing

India being an
industries, and
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England India’s most valued customer for her raw produce. - Thus, India takes from Enoland
cotton manufactures, hardware and metals,—mainly iron and copper,—British beer and foreign
spirits and wines sent to us vid England, salt, coals, machinery, railway plant and rolling-stock, -
woollen and silk goods, apparel, and a great variety of British manufactures. And in return
to England flows in a constant stream the bulk of all the great staples of Indian trade: coffee,
cotton, indigo, rice, wheat, hides and skins, jute, lac, oilseeds, silk, spices, sugar, tea, and wool.
The only two important exceptions are cotton twist and goods,—~which of course India could
no more think of sending to England than she could think of sending coal thither,—and jute
goods. These latter, however, are now being supplied to England in largely increased
quantities, and there islittle room to doubt that in course of time India will be able not only
to supplant the manufactures of Dundee in the American and other foreign markets but to
supply England with bags more cheaply than they can be made in Dundee.

*14. Looking at the trade with the United Kingdom as a whole in 1878-79, we find that
there was a large falling off in the year as compared with the.frade of the previous year;
" but the decrease was, it is to be boped,-only temporary, the. consequence of the general
depression of frade in most countries of.the world, and the revival of commerce will see
during the current year renewed activity in the intercourse between the two countries.
Looking at the items composing the frade, we find that among the imports from England
all the principal articles of frade diminished in quantity as well as in recorded values, Thus,
the imports of coal fell off by nearly 126,000 tons, or 21'93 per cent.; of cotton twist by about
81 million pounds, or 940 per cent. ; grey piece goods by 217} million yards (22:18 per cent.);
white piece goods by 23 million yards (1076 per cent), copper by 11,666 cwt. (4:63 per
cent.) ; iron by 83,951 cwt. (3'45 per cent.) . .

15. The only articles of importance in which an increase is apparent are coloured
cotions, machinery, salt, railway materials, silk goods and woollen goods. And in these the
increase is not so great as to merit particular attention. :

18. Under the head of exports of Indian produce, increases and decreases are more
equally balanced in regard to the number of articles. Thus, coffee, cotton, indigo, rice,
tea, and wool, all increased in quantity; while, on the other band, wheat, hides and skins,
oilseeds, raw silk, and sugar, all exhibit heavy decreases. On the whole account our exports
to England during the year shew a falling off of about 3% crores in value, -

14. There is nothing to call for special remark in this place as to these increases and
decreases, except perhaps the very noticeable increase in the export of gunny bags., This
trade appears to be taking large proportions, judging from the following figures :—

Number. Value.

. R

187071 . .+« . 8,600 2,295
187192 . . . . . . 8700 2,038
1872973 . . . . .« . 21,200 5,850
187844 . . . . . . 88135 21,685
187495 . . . . . . 43448 11,122
187576 . . . . . .. 835399 2,02,063
187677 . .- .« . . .1,874,803 8,92,564
187718 . . . . . . . 510,126 1,22,568
187879 . . L. L m123,641 18,44,001

Judging from the trade recorded in the firs$ six months of the current year, it would seem

robable that the exports of these goods to England will not - during this year fall at any rate
below the level of 1878-79, unless indeed the recent sudden rise in freights and exc]mnge
exercises an adverse influence on this as on ofher items of the export trade.
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. 18, Indian trade with Chins is of a special and simple character, Tesolving itself
practically into the opium trade. Of the fotal value of the exports of Indian merchandise
" to China in 1878-79, amounting to about 13} crores of rupees, the value of opium shipped
thither from Indis represents nearly 12 crores. In former years opium and raw cotton,
which article China has always taken from India to some considerable extent, really formed
_ the whole export trade. Within the last three years, however, two other heads have been
added to the list of our exports to China, cotton twist from Bombay and gunny bags from
Calcuita being regularly and extensively shipped to China. 'That countryin fact has become a
very important-consumer of Indian made twist which no doubt displaces to some extent in the
Chinese markets the spinnings of Manchester. The extent to which this trade has increased
will be apparent from the following figures of the shipments of twist to China :—

16s, ' R

1868-69 .+« « . 684479 3,80,375 ’
186970 . . . . . . 841,500 4,650,892
1870-71 e e e . 449,900 2,53,101
187172 .+« . . 1,043,200 5,86,877
1872-73 .+« .+ . 1,160,308 6,54,360
187374 . . . . . 1,401,450 7,89,811 .
1874.75 .. .« . 1,486,740 - 8,36,715
1875-76 . .« .. 4651270 " 90,44,139

© 187677 . .« . . 6334719 80,39,140
1877-78 . . . . 13762133 60,66,155

1878-79 . . .0 .18,154,601 75,89,014 ,

19. The trade was 2,652'3 per cent. larger in quantity and 1,995'4 per cent. in value in the
last than in the first of these eleven years, and the figures of the current yéar indicate a volume
~ of trade larger as regards quantity than that of 1878-79, though values have shrunk, owing
. to the fall in the prices of twist. It is true that.the business has been rather overdome for
the last year, the depression of the cotfon industry in Bombay having made it necessary for
holders of twist to get rid of as much of their stock as possible even at a loss while the
distress through which large tracts of India were passing, or from which they were just recover-
ing, had closed for the time the internal market for these goods. Still thereis a good demand
for our cotton twist it China and in Japan, and for some time to come at any rate there is no
doubt that China presents a very good market for our Indian spinnings; but, as remarked
last year, the time will come when the Chinese will spin for themselves, and we must be
content with our own local markets for our goods. The Chinese are in fact better adapted
in all respects but one than the people of India for the profitable manufacture of cotton : they
are capable of longer and more sustained exertion than the natives of this country, are on the
whole more skilful and ingenious as operatives, and their commercial elasses are af least as
acute and bold in speculation as ours. The one point in which they are inferfor to usis
however, a very important one: China - cannot grow cotton sufficient for any largely increa'sed,.
consumption and must import it. The éxtent to which China is already obliged to import
supplies of the raw material from Indis will be apparent from the following figures,

Our exports of raw cofton to that country for the last five years s

. Cwt.
1874-75 . . . . . . . . . 167,696

1876-76 .+« ... .. 465,399
87677 . . oL L ... 300962
8wws .. .. 209,719
1878-79 e .o, 206,068
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.. 20. It may be that in course of time China may find it more profitable fo grow cotton

and to import food than to grow food and import cotton as is done now. But that time,
probably, is & long way off, and until it arrives, we may be content to know that we have a

. good market in China and Japan for a portion of the outturn of our Indian cotton - mills,

‘

for until the Chinese can work on material grown on Chinese soil they can hardly produce
cotton goods as cheaply as we do in India. ‘

21. 'The exports of gunny bags swell the figures of our returns of trade with Ching; but
it seems that they are to a great extent an apparent addition to the trade. The bags are mostly
really destined for S8an Francisco, but are shipped from Calcutta to Hong Kong whence they
are sent on to their destination. Much of our view of the trade of Indis is obscured in this
way, goods being sent to England, China, Egypt, Trieste, and elsewhere, for forwardal to
other places, but of the ulfimate destination of the merchandise we can obtain no accurate
account. Some of the shipments of these bags, however, were really for China, an attempt
being made, which may yet succeed, to supersede by these bags the use of the matted grass
bags employed by the Chinese for the package of their goods.

22. The imports of merchandise from Chins, as compared with the exports of goods thither,
are of small accouht. China in fact sendsus more in the way of gold and silver than of merchan.
dise, and even with the addition of treasure the imports from China are bardly & fifth of the
exports thither of merchandise alone. The payment for the dpium she takes from India is
arranged for through England, and in the end the opium we export goes towardsthe payment
of India’s annual debt, or *tribute” as if is called, to England., The average value of 'the
imports of merchandise from China for the last five years has been about one crore and 39 lakbs,
the figures of each year keeping tolerably steadily at or near the same level. The average.
value of Indian and foreign merchandise exported to China in the same period was pearly
121 crores, the imports therefore bearing to the exports the proportion of 1 to 8. The list of
articles imported is long, but with very few exceptions they are of no importance and merit
no particular attention. The principal articles imported are copper,~—which, however, it is
believed, is Japaneseimported zi China, in which there was a very large increase in the year—
raw silk and silk piece goods, and sugar and tea in small quantities. The imports of raw silk
seem to be diminishing, although they still reach a comparatively high figure (41} lakhs). It
is difficult to understand why India should be content to import: such 'Iarge quantities every
year (the average import for the last five years amounts {0 1,676,000 1bs.) of raw silk which
might with equal cheapness and facility be produced in the country. It must be remembered
that India is herself a large exporter of raw silk to Europe, and there appears to be no reason
why the production should not be so increased as to enable us to dispense with the supplies of
Chinese silk now sent to us. The bulk of this silk comes to Bombay, where it is woven both
fo the two mills of that city and in the districts of- the Presidency. It seems to me that.
persons interested in the declining silk industry of Bengal might with advantage turn thei;

 attention to supplying Bombay with this product in competition with China.

.93, The sugar brought to us from China is landed in Bombay where it supplements or
competes with Mauritius sugar. Here again is a case where the needs of one province
of India might efficiently and economically be supplied by another, Bengal being capable
of supplying to Bombay all the sugar taken by that province from Lf!fa.m-itius a.n.d China.
The sugar in question is all refined, crystallised sugar, of good quality, resembling that
of which no inconsidersble quantities are now made in Bengal and the North-Western

Provinces for local consumption.

94, The tea imported from China isof very inferior - quality. A portion of it passes
through India and crosses the frontier into Xabul and Xashmir, but the greatest part

is consumed in India by people (natives almost entirely, for there are very few Europeans
c
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_ in India who now drink China teas) who have not got accustomed to the flavour of Indian

tes. The quantity imported ranges over about 1} million pounds annually, which is a
tolerably large supply to come from foreign sources to a country which exports some 34
million pounds yearly of locally grown tea; but the price of this imported teais so much
lower than the prices fetched by even the most ordinary qualifies of Indian tea, {hat
competition on the part of Indian fea growers will probably be difficult.

. 25, Our trade with the Straits Settlements must be regarded in connection with the frade

with China, for a considerable proportion of the imports and exports recorded as from and to

the Straits is really trade with China. Thus, we send to the Straifs Indian goods to the average

- value every year of 2 crores and 26 lakhs, of which 1crore and 16 lakbs, 7. e., more than half,
represent the value of opium really intended to a great extent for reshipment to China. The -
other principal exports to the Straits are rice and gunny bags, the latter from Bengal and the
former mainly from Burma. The exports of rice increased very largely in 1878-79 over those of

. previous years, the recorded value amounting to 713} lakhs of rupees, the average of the previous
four years being under 34 lakhs. The quantity also increased very largely. The Customs
authorities in Burma report that rice was sent in augmented quantities to the Straits for
distribution to Sumatra and Java where the harvests were deficient. .

26. The total value of the merchandise imported from the Straits is but little more than
a third of that exported thither. Like the importsfrom China the list is conmdera.bly detailed,
but the articles separately are mostly of small importance, the only thing of material value
being tin (unwrought) of which some 33,000 cwt., valued at 143 lakhs of rupees, was imported
during the year. The average value of the imports of tin in the previous four years was
about 16} lakhs of rupees, and the quantity nearly 35,000 cwt., but the figures have been
greatly swelled by an unusually large importation in 1877-78. Spices, especially betelnuts
and pepper, also come to India from the Straits in tolerably large quantities, and there is
some importation of raw silk, most if not all of which is Chinese silk imported vig Singapore.
A very considerable proportion indeed of all the imports (spices and tin excepted) from Singa-
pore consists of Chinese goods for which this port is an entrepdt, the trade of the port being
largely conducted with Burma, where such goods find favour not only amongst the
Chinese colony in that province—the only province in India where thereis such a colony—
but also among the: Indo-Chinese indigenous population whose proclivities lie in much the
same direction as those of the natives of the Celestial Empire.

27. The trade of India with Ceylon is identical in its character with the coasting trade
carried on from port to port in the different provinces of the Empire. More than half of
the trade is carried on with the Madras Presidency, the greater part with Tinnevelly and
other ports in the southern districts of the Presidency, between which and Ceylon a very
active intercourse is constantly maintained. Crowds of Tamil labourers flock to Ceylon
every year to work on the coffee plantations of the island, and over two-thirds of the exports
consist of rice and other grains for the sustenance of these people and others on the island
where the large profits derived from coffee and spices restrict the cultivation of rice; The
only other articles of eny individual importance in the list of exports are animsls (mostly
horned cattle, sheep, and poultry) and oil-cake. The imports from Ceylon are hardly a sixth
.of the exports in value. The principal items consist of grey goods (Manchester cottons)
sent into the southern districts of Madras in payment for the grain sent thence to Ceylon;
spices, and oils. )

28. Wemay now turn our attention briefly to some of the other countries with which India
maintains commercial intercourse. Tirst among these is France. The direct trade between
this country and India does not by any means comprise the whole of the trade, for, owing
to the convenience with which goods can be exchanged between France and India vid
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England, & considerable proportion of the trade is thus conducted. The principal reason
for which England is the centre on which the trade turns is that ships can take goods at lower
rates of freight from England than from France for India. - A vessel going from France
to India could hardly hope to obtain a cargo which would even fill a third of her carrying
capacity, and the rates charged for the cargo taken on the return voyage must necessarily be
higher. From England, which sends to India articles of such an infinitely greater variety
and of such greater bulk than France, a full cargo can be mostly counted upon, even if it
“consists only of coals or salt or railway iron, and consequently lower rates of freight are
accepted. :

29. The imports from France are not appa.rently on the inorease, judging from the

' figures since 1867-68 glven below - 2

. 1867-68 s . . . . . . 48,48,625 ' .
1868-69 . . .- .. . 58,65,931
1869-70 . . . . . . . . b55,46,835
1870-71 . . . . . . . 83,565,768
- 1871-72 . . . .- . . . . 84,14,973

187278 . . . . .. . . 8594951
187394 . . - . . . . . 3220681
187476 . . .« . .. . 3045477
187676 . . . . .+ . . 5393481

1876-77 . . e e e . 46,356,086
1877-78 . . . < e . 45,11,046
1878-79 . . 39,10,344:

If anything, there is a tendency to decrease but it is beheved that the actual sthments
of French goods to India, far from falling off, are increasing, the fact being that the indirect
route vid England is more and more largely made use of every year in consequence of the decay
of the French and the supremacy of the British mercantile marine. The indirect route is
not quite so largely made use of for cargoes from India to France because the French levy a
surtaxe d’entrepdt on all articles not brought direct from the place of origin, and on the
whole it is found more profitable to take a vessel from India to France, discharge her there,
and then send her on to England to load, than to take her direct to England, land her goods,
and then reship them to France, paying additional freight plus the surtaze d’entrepdt. The -
articles chiefly sent to us from France are apparel and mllhnery, brandy and wines, and
silk goods. In apparel the returns shew & gmall increase in the year, but there are consider-

able reductions in the imports. of the other articles.’

© 80. Our dJrect exports to France are very much larger than our imports thence, but they
400 seem to be falling off, judging from the figures appended for the last five years:—

. R
187475 . . . . . . . . 44265708
187676 . . .« . . . . 4B108717
w7677 . . .0 . . . . . 53475792
877" .. . . . . . . . 59630574
1878-79 - . . 8,9277,249

Qur principal exports are coffee, cotton, dego, oﬂseeds, especially rape and jinjili, raw
silk, and o little in-the way of hides, horns, oil, spices, silk goods, and shawls. Raw jute shews
rather largely too this year, not that this is an actual increase of the trade, but that the -
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manufacturers found that they could save 7s. 6d. a ton by direct shipment from India, instead
* of getting their supplies from London. Hence the increase from 329 tons to 6,372 tons
of jute in the list of exports to France in 1878-79. | _

- " _ 31, Next after France the United States have the most extensive i.ntercom_'sg with India.
~ As in the case of France, the returns of the direct trade do not measure the whole trade, for
2 good deal is done vid England and vif China. Imports are smsll, and may be said
practically to be confined to ice and kerosene oil. The imports of ice largely increased during
the year, but in consequence of the irregular way in which this business has been
conducted, the presidency towns being repeatedly left year after year with short supplies and
to suffer from an ice famine in the hot season, local enterprise has taken the matter up, and
ice is now manufactured and sold both in Calcutta and Bombay at half the rate hitherto
charged by the Tudor Ice Company. If this small industry increases and prospers, we may
have before long to note the disappearance from the refurns of the values now recorded
against American ice imported from the United States. In kerosenme oil there has been an
enormous development of trade, the imports for the last four years having been as follows : —

i . . ) . . Gallons. . R
- 1875-76 .« .« . B365T = 3%6961
1876-77 e e e 309,191 . 3,18,898
1877-78 e .« o . 1750628 ° 16,37,966
1878-79 . 8020810 ¢ 21,07,907

In the current year there s a still further large increase. - The’ country, in fact, has been
flooded with supplies ‘of this oil ‘at rates cheaper than we have ever before known, and -
also of qualities inferior to -any ever before known. - Lately, however, there seems to have
been some attention given te the importation of 2 better quality, if one is to judge from
the advertised guarantees of sellers in regard to the flashing point of the oil. _

32. The province of Burma presents fair prospects of the development of local indastry
in tte production and preparation of mineral oil, for an oil-bearing region would seem’
to extend from the islands near Akyab (the Borongas, Cheduba, Ramree, ‘&c.,) across inland
as far as Thayetmyo in British Burma. The oil is in some places of excellent quality, but
in others is very thick and wants much refining. For the present this industry is quite
unable to compete with American kerosene oil, which during the last year has been poured
into the country in unprecedentedly large quantities at extremely low prices: it must be
added toothat the quality is so inferior that the use of this oil is not safe in a country’
where the thermometer ordinarily ranges so high as it does in India. It is not likely that
‘the present low prices of American oil will be permanent, and I feel confident thai in
due course this country .will.be able to supply itself with most if not all of the mineral
oil it wants. | ‘ o | | .

33. The imports of American grey cot{:on goods are increasing, having risen from
387,000 yards in 1874-75 to 975,000 in 1878-79, an increase to be attributed, it would seom,
entirely to the recent modifications in the Indian tariff by which grey goods made of yarns
notof a highernumber than 30 are exempt frqm duty. Most of th¢ American goods imported
are drills, and - these when madeof 30 yarn and under have been exempted since March
1878. From enquiries in Bombay it is believed that the increase in the trade in these goods is
far greater than appears from our returns of trade with the United States, for large quantities
of American drills are imported #i4 England, and it would seem that the Americans have
. taken full advantage both in Caleutta and in- Bombay of the remission of duty and placed

considerable ‘quantities: of their goods in the Indian market. The actual trade from the
Uhited States, however, is but a small fraction of the whole trade in grey cotton goods,
. which were imported to the ‘extent of over 775 million yards, whereas the imports from the
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United States were under a million. "If the addition of what comes vid England increased
this amount sixfold, the trade in American cloths would still be less than one per cent. of
the whole trade. o , . . '

- 84. Indian exports to the United States consist mainly of indigo, hides and skins, raw
Jute. and ‘gunny bags and cloth, lao, saltpetre, and linseed. The trade in this last mentioned
. article appears to be seriously on the decline. The decrease, as compared with last year, is of
no ‘particular importance except as shewing the continuance of a decline in the trade. But

_.: the exports of the last two years are not even half of what they used to be as far back as

1867-68. The decrease commenced in 1876-77, when the exports fell from 1} million cwt. to
- less than three quarters of a million, then to 567,000 cwt., and now to 536,000 cwt. Various
reasons are assigned for this falling off in what used to be our most important trade with the
United States: the demand for Europe, the speculations of thie Greeks in whose hands is the
seed trade with Europe, the depression of business in the United States-which was the cause
of fewer houses being built and of fewer being repainted (the chief use of linseed oil in the
States is for the painting of houses), the great expansion of the domestic cultivation of linseed
under encouragement from the Government—all these have been assigned as causes, and
probably most, if not all, 6f them have had some influence on thetrade. In the other articles
of the export trade which have been mentioned there are no changes arising out of causes-
not general to the whole trade of the country. They do not seem therefore to call for any
special remark. .

35. 'With Mauritius we do & considerable trade, which this last year has attained much
larger dimensions than usual in consequence of the abnormally large imports of sugar, this
article being practically the only thing we receive from Mauritius. It is brought to Bombay -
which is supplied both from this colony and from Bengal. This province was unable to supply
the demsands from Bombay, insufficient crops there and in the North-Western Provinees
haﬁng for the time caused great interruption to 4he trade, and the result was great activity in
imports from Mauritius. The Commissioner of Customs at Bombay writes—* ......The limited
outturn of the Indian crop was unequal to the demand, and consequently foreign importations,
for which there was a brisk and ready market here, were very extensively made, especially of
2 new description closely resembling Bengal soft sugar, which was introduced and very
favourably received as a substitute for it.” '

‘While sugar is almost the only import from Mauritius, much the most important
export thither is rice, the value of which last year exceeded 78 lakhs of rupees out of an
) aggregate trade of 1 crore and 15 lakhs ; other food grains amounted to 19 lakhs more.

86. Our trade with Italy, at any rate the import trade, has not increased as largely as
at one time, judging perhaps a little foo hastily from the great advance made immefiiately
after the opening of the Suez Canal, we were inclined to anticipate. The value of the import
trade for each of the last five years has been 25°09 lakhs, 41'06 lakbs, 33-4 lakhs, 34792 -
lakhs, 38'3 lakhs. The most important items of the trade are corals, glass beads and false
pearls, spirits and wines, silk goods, and also some cotton twist and piece goods. There was a
large increase in the imports of corals which is not explained by the Collector of Customs
ot Calcutta to which place most of the Italian corals are brought. Persons in the trade say
that formerly the coral fishers, a poor community mostly inhabiting Torre del G_reco, near
Naples, were in the hands of dealers to whom they sold the coral as they fished it. These
dealers kept the coral or shipped if, according to the state of tht? market. The _ﬁshers .have
now got out of the hands of the dealers, who made handsome gains out of them, an-:d ship on
their own account. Being men of small capital they must ship the produce of their fisheries
as soon as possible. Hence the large recent imports. In India the demand fluctuates with

the seasons, but the demand, which has hitherto on the whole béen much in excess of the
. D
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supply, keepmg up prices, is now luid to be falling short of it. - The revolution in the trade

tends to throw supplies on the market in excess of the consuming capacity except at
reduced prices. The trade however is but a small one on the whole.

37. The exports of Italy are, like those of France, so riuch more adapted for the require.
ments of European people than of Asiatics, and Italy is so little able fo compete with
England in the great staples of cotton goods, iron, hardware, machinery, and woollen goods,
which form the mass of our requirements, that a very considerable development of the import -
trade is perhaps hardly to be looked for. Our exports to Italy however exhibit material
augmentation during the last five years, having risen from 1 crore and 10 lakhs to 1 crore and
67 lakhs, an increase of 51'82 per cent. They comprise mainly raw cotton, hides, oilseeds,
especially sesame, and raw silk. Italy is abouf as good a customer for our hides as the United
States, but she takes very few skins comparatively (goat, k:d and sheep skins), whereas the
United States take aconsiderable quantity, -

GOVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS.
38. These consist almost exclusively of the import of stores, the small quantity of stores
and treasure exported being insignificant. The value of the stores imported fe]l much lower
than in any year gince 1874-75, as will be seen by the ﬁgures below —

B
WIS . . . . ... . 15768508
187576 . . . . . . . . . 17789880
1876-77 D ..o oL 2,01834.542
1877-78 C. .. oL L 2188187
1878-79 .. ..U 1,2343995

39, The largest item in the list of stores imported by the State id railway pla.nt and
rolling stock. Of this the quantity imported is variable, depending on the extent of line
under construction, on the extent of repairs required, or on additions to rolling stock. Under
this head in 1878-79, the imports fell from s value of 82 lakhs to 44} lakhs. The imports of
arms, ammunition and military stores fell from 29% lakhs to 8-10 lakhs, of leather from 12-13
lakhs. to 4745 lakhs, of malt liquors from 21-16 lakhs to 1162 lakhs, and of woollen piece
goods from 16'85 lakhs to 8-12 lakhs, this being a little less than the figure of 1876-77. The
importation of leather and leather goods on Government account is falling off very greatly,
~ probably as a result of the substitution of the excellent articles turned out of the Government
factory at Cawnpore for the imported article. Perhaps too the decreased importation of malt
liquor is to beattributed to the substitution of Indian beer ; but during the current year the
imports on Government account have again largely increased

TRADE VIA THE SUEZ CANAL
© 40. The trade which reaches Indis vid the Suez Canal forms year by year (t]:us last year
alone being an exception. so far as imports of merchandise are concerned) a larger proportion
of the whole trade which can be expected to take this route, viz., the trade with Europe and
Egypt, and that of the Levantine Coast of Asiatic Turkey :

41. The imports of merchandise from Europe and Egypt were as follow in each of the
last five yea.rs s

. o R
187475 . . . . .. . . . 80,13,03,410

187576 . . . . . .. .. . 31,64,31,035

. 87677 . . . . . . . . 3072,29,034
1877-78 . . . . .. . . . . 332159612

1878-79 . - . . . . .. 29,94,45,210
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It is not possible to say what exactly was the value of the trade with the Levantine Const of
Turkey in Asia, as the whole trade of that country is grouped undistinguished in our returns,
but practically all our trade with Asiatic Turkey is carried on by the Persian Gulf with
Bagdad and Bassora, and the Mediterranean Coast may safely be left out of account as
‘insignificant,. . ' o ' '

42. The imports of -merchandise id the Suez Canal were as follow in each of the last
four years, for which only complete figures are obtainable ;— ' -

ST 187576 26,82,45,628 being 8477 per cent. of the whole trade.
1876-77 26,18,79,709 ,, 580 » o
187718 . . . 29,06,70,047 , 8751 . "
1878-79 24,89,37,820 ,, 8313 » »

Of the treasure imported mto India the whole, except that which comes from China and the
small parcels from other Asiatic and the African Coast countries, comes vid the Canal,

43. The Suez Canal route is not' as yet so largely adopted for exports of Indian
~ produce as for imports into India: at any rate the percentage of the trade which goes that
way to the whole trade is not nearly so large, the cause lying iri the comparatively great
proportion of Indian produce which leaves India for countries lying on the hither side of the
Canal, such as our exports'of opium to China and the Straits and the large trade in grain, chiefly
" rice, carried on with Mauritius, Ceylon, the Straits, Arabia, and other countries, Appended
is & table exhibiting. the whole export trade and the proportion of it carried by the
Canal:— ; : .

Exrorts of MERoRsNDIsE T0 Eurors axD Eover. Exports of mer. P?l:::r : of
' -1 chandise vid the | carried vid
Foreign. Country. Total. Suez Canal. ti:e;; tﬁ?::lld t:
B B R R
1:'3-':'4-75 . . 20,25,841 | 34,94,13,008 | 85,23,89,744 | 10,18,04265 | 2889
1875-76 . 83,14,341 | 86,21,58,254 [ 96,64,72,695 | 21,81,80,067 | 5968
1876-77 . 40,26,040 | 87,33,26531 | 87,73,6%580 | 22,861,778 | 6005
878, . . 83,81,265 | .40,29,52,402 | 40,62,88,787 | 28,36,50,109 |  57-51
1878-79 . ' $6,91,689 | 33,58,65,728 ‘ 33,95.,55,4;2 d‘21,9sa,o4,039 ' 6456

l T - th ing- the last five years. One
The proportion, it will be seen, has more than doubled during . ¥y

<o Pqug;ce oé this great development of trade by a route W.h.ICh has re-opened the old
historical road to the East is the extensive displecement of sailing vessels by steamers as

shewn in the shipping returns.
. | . IMPORTS,

44, The list of artioles imported into India is a Iong one, and tllleir variety is infinite.
But, setting aside a few main heads, they are neither individually nor in the aggregate of- any
particﬁlm' importance either commercially or ﬁsc.a]ly. The b'u]k of th'e trade of India is
eémprised under these few main heads, the restriction or expansion ?f .th'ch affects the totals
of the returns, all the fluctuations under other heads being of trifling importance. These

main heads are: Apparel, Coal, Cotton twist and manufactures, Liquors, Machinery and

miliwork, Metals, Provisions, Railway plant and rolling stock, Silk raw and manufactured,

Spices, Sugar, ‘Woollen gooeds.
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45. Arranging the principal items of the trade in accordance with the value -of the
‘importations in 1878-79, they stand as follow, only those which exceeded half & crore in valve
being inserted :— T ' :

R _
1. Cotton twist and manufactures . . . 189085561 .
+ 2. Metals -+« .+« . . . 83188301
3. Sugar . . .+« .. ..148,08806
4. Liquors LT .. o0 L2041 484
5. Railway plant and rolling stock .. . . . 1,0468321
6. Provisions . . . v . . . .- .97.58,347
7. 8ilk goods .-l . . . . .. . 92,40,440
8 Coal . . . . ... 8894770
9. Woollen goods e« o+« « . .. 81,80424
10. Machinery and millwork . e e .. 86,34,563
-'11, Salt e e e+ e« . . 59886119
12. Silk, raw . . . . .. . . 56,72,407

13. Apparel e . bl1,05,112
14. Spices . . B T, . . 50,90,428

The aggregate value of these fourteen heads of merchandise amounts fo 30'6 crores, out of a
total of all imported merchandise amounting to 365" crores, being nearly 84 per cent. of the
whole trade. ' - , _

46. Anticipations of the great increase of trade in cotton twist and piece goods which
must result from the exemption from duty of the coarser qualities manufactured in India
“have not been realised. But the year of which we are treating was one of high prices
- of -food grains, small purchasing power amongst the people in extensive provinces of the
Empire, and it followed one in which a forced trade had glutted the markets. The figures of
the importations of twist are as follow ;- : :

Tbs. B Average price,

187172 . . 28,379,619 2,42,45,218 0'85 of a.rupee per pound.
187278 . . 81,689,441 2,62,82,958 0-83 » . ‘
187374 = .- . 80,578,815 2,62,89,588 086 . » -
1874-75 .. . 87,097,260 3,16,77,795 085 » .
1875-76 . .. 81,927,340 2,79,47,692 087 » ”
1876-77 . . 83,270,208 2,73,35136 082 " .
187798 . . 86,194,125 2,85,04,084 079 o
187879 . . _ 83,45651  2,77,97,723 0-84 b ”

In the first six months of the current year the imports amount to less than 143 million pounds
against more than 18 million pounds in the corresponding period of 1878-79. :

47. The figures shew a recovery in price from the 16w level to which twist fell in 1876-77
and 1877-78, but the values of the years previous to those two have not been reached. The
‘remission of duty on twist of the lower qualities does not appear to have had any appreciable
effect on the trade, for the proportion of the kinds admitted free to the whole trade was not
quite 5% per cent., and during the current year the proportion only just exceeds 6 per cent.
Nor does it seem likely that this small proportion will materially increase. - The Indian mills
have taken strong hold of the market for-the lower qualities of twist, and the handloom
‘weavers are. unable to:compete with machinery in the weaving of cloths made from the
coarser yarns, The bulk of the demand on their part, and therefore the bulk of the imports
into India, consists of the medinm qualities, mule 40 and water 30. The imporfs both of the -
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lower counts and of the finer qualities, 80s to 100s, is comparatively very small, as will
be seen from the figures attached for Bengal and Bombay :—

-

Proportion of

T%arle;m'._‘ip:ir:. of 053 wgc‘}};?}}?;rﬁsy of d?mt;:xl

Bengar— ' Tos. Tbs. :

' 1876-77 8,608,144 5,876,955 | 6881 per cent.
1877-78 10,552,018 7,708,995 | 78-05
"1878-79 . e 8,471,028 6,265,000 | 7895
Boupay—

1876-17 . . 5,358,306 4,464,624% | 8382  ,,
1877-718 . . 8,281,103 5,162,289% [ g2-19 ,,
187819 . 2,686,562 2,207,184* | 8371

. 48. In piece goods too the frade of the year exhibits a decrease as compared with that of
- 1877-78, but it must not be forgotien that, as said above, in that year excessive quan-
“tities of cottons were thrown upon the Indian market by merchants who in the general
depression of frade everywhere were anxiously looking for an outlet for their goods and
who diminished their unprofitable stocks as much as they could by shipments to India made
~ without reference to the consuming capacity of the country. That the shipments were far
in excess of the demand is manifest from the course of prices as well as from the stocks
remaining in bond and the increased re-exports. Of twist and grey piece goods there remained

in bond at the end of March:— .
T , . . Twist :—Ihs..  Piece goods :—Yards.
1877 . . < e 1,343,648 5,503,918
1878 . - . 618,330 6,814,330
879 . . . 2,024,913 10,274,904
49, The importation of grey piece goods during the last seven years has been as follows:—
‘ ' Yords. B o
1872-73 . . . 735,769,000 9,30,68,906
1878-74 . 768,692,000 10,04,18,781
1874-76 . . 877,802,000 11,3%,65,363
1875-76 . . . - 856,634,622 10,63,97,122
- 187677 - . . . 840,605,329 10,12,62,587
. 1877-78 . . . 992,637,679 11,56,28,629%
1878-79 . s 775,120,394 2,64,88,447

The decrease in the trade is very remarkable, especially in Bombay where the quantity
imported has diminished by 1273 per cent. as compared with the imports of 1877-78and is 941
per cent. less thar the average quantity imported during the previous four years. The autho-
rities at Calcutta and Bombay both attribute the decline to the reaction from the excessive
imports of the previous season, and no doubt this is the correct reason. The Commissioner of
Customs at Bombay adds that *the manufactires of the local millsin a very considerable degree
check the importation of the coarser deseription of yarns.” This is unquestionably the case, -
but the manufactures of the mills have no effect whatever on the great bulk of the imports,
_ muyle twist Nos. 33 to 42 and water twist Nos. 21 to 30, which, forming %75°22 per cent. of the total
imports of grey twist, are not manufactured af all in the Indian mills, and the only explana-
tion of the decline, which during the current year has been accentuated, is that there must have
been reckless overtrading and that the shipments to India for the last two or three years have
been far in excess of the consuming capacity of the country.
" 50. The Government of Bengal contended last year, and is still inclined to think, that
the increased imports of cotton goods during 1877-78 are, “in part ” at any rate, to be

® These figures include in Bombay mule twist Nog, 33 to 42 (i.c, practically 40) and water twist Nos. 21 to S0 {i.e.,
practically 80, whicl is equivalent to mule No. 40.)

E
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attributed to the exceptional prosperity of the Bengal peasantry during' the year. It seerns
probable however that if any part of the excessive iinports of the year 1877-78 is to be
ascribed to the cause assigned, it must have been & very small pert. The anxiety to get rid
of stocks in Lancashire, and the impossibility of selling them in Bombay and Madras where
there was famine, sufficiently account for the largeness of the imports. The Bengal ryot has
been quite as prosperous this last year-as the year previous, prices of food grains kept very
high, crops were abundant in Bengal, and deficient in some other provinces. In fact, the
features of the year 1877-78 repeated themselves in 1878-79. But the import of cotton twist
and piece goods did not continue on the same large scale, as would have been expected under
the circumstances. They fell off, and prices continued on the same low level.

51. In the current year trade is again assuming large dimensions. The shipments from
' England, which were at length curtailed to some extent when a market was found nof to
exist, have again commenced with great activity which has been stimulated by a rise in
_the rates of exchange. Ascrop prospects are mostly good throughout the Empire, the
_depression in trade in Europe has been mitigated, silver has risen in value, rates of exchange
will probably keep at 2 higher level for some time to come than in 1878, and the Central
Asian trade vid Affghanistan will probably be resumed, it seems likely that in the year
1879-80 a lamge trade in English cottons will be recorded. '

52. Metals.—Out of a total of 2,971,801 cwt. of metals of all kinds imported, 2,365,336
cwt., or 79-59 per cent., consisted of iron, which always forms the great bulk of the
importations of metals into this country. Although the quantity imported was rather less
than in the year previous, it exceeds the importsof past years and the recorded value shews
a material recovery in prices from the low point to which they had fallen,

Next to iron, copper is much the most important of our imports of metals. Indeed,
taking the test of value only without regard to quantily, copper may be regarded as almost as
1mportant as iron. As with iron so-with copper, the quantity Jmported declined but prices
recovered materially.

Out of 290,075 cwt. of copper imported, 240,039 cons1sted of copper from England.
From China we received 42,000 cwt.,—Japanese copper, probably, which comes that way as
we have hardly any direct trade with Japan. Australia, curiously enough, though a large
copper producing counfry, sends us a very small quantity, much in the same way as India,
though a large producer of tea, sends hardly any to-Australia, which is a large consumer of
the leaf. Special attention to the development of trade between the two countries is
very much wanted. They ought to be closely en rapport, but practically Australia is as
distant from, and commerclally almost as unknown to India, as Perun.

53. Sugar is not usually an article of such importance in the list of unports as to be
classed third, as it must be for the year1878-79. Theimportations for the last five years have
been as follow :—

Cwt. R
, 187475 . . <. . . 395715 51,65,636
87576 . . . . . 613,151 . 89,569,272
187677 . . . . . 958105 40,35,563 ’
187778 . . . . . 4715105 79,80,358
87899 . . . . .. 923381 1,48,08,805

The importations, which consist almost excluswely of refined or crystallised sugar, of
very fair quality, exhibit an increase over those of 1877-78 of 48'55 per cent. in quantity
and 4611 per cent. in value. The imports are landed at Bombay for consumption in that
Presidency, the sugar being mostly the production of Mauritius, considerable quantities how-
ever also coming from China. Under the head of trade with Mauritius have been stated the



(19 )

causes of the unusual activity in the sugar trade of the year. . With greater attention to the
economical production of Indian sugar (the exfraction of the juice is now a most wasteful
process), with the remission effected last year of the transit duty on the sugars of the North-
‘West Provinces when crossing the line (now removed) between the North-West Provinces
and Cenfral India, and with the further development of cheap. imeans of communication,
India. ought to be in a position to dispense with the importation of foreign sugars and to
“supply her own needs by provincial interchange. .

' b4 Liquors.—A smaller quantity of malt liquor was imported into India in the year
1878-79 than in any previous year, at any rate since 1869-70, and the reduction is so
material that we cannot but infer either that the habit of drinking beer is not so prevalent
as it used to be among Anglo-Indians, or that Indian brewed beer has, to a large extent,
‘taken the place of the imported liquor. Perhaps the decrease in the imports may be accounted
for by both causes combined. The trade has been as follows since 1869-70 :—

: . . Gallons,
1869-70 . . . . . ‘ . . 1,747,721
1870-71 . . . . . . . . 1,366,303

18772 . . . . ..« <« . . 1828927
1872-73 . .« .+ . . . . 1,586,498
1873-74 e .« .+ .. 1435845
187475 . . . . .« . o . 1481698
1875-76 S e e e e e e e 1143187
187677 . .«  «  « o« « « . 1176922

187798 . . . e . ... 13280M
187879 . . . . 1,089,211

TFrom returns obtained by the Government of India it would seem that in 1877 the quantity
of beer brewed in India amounted to 2,162,888 gallons, and in 1878 fo 1,522,769 gallons, the
diminution being due to the cessation of & contract between the Government and one of the
breweries at Mussoorie. The total quantity of beer imported in 1878-79 .on private account
and by the State was just about double the gquantity locally brewed in 1878, ‘or a little over
three million gallons; These figures are very materially less than those of previous years,
and they seem to prove the activity of the competition of the locally brewed beer with the
imported article. No doubt the quantity produced by these breweries displaces a nearly
equivalent quantity of imported beer which, costing over 9 rupeesa dozen hottles at
Simla, cannot compete there with locally brewed beer selling at 54 rupees the dozen, 4 rate-

_which leaves & handsome profit to the brewers. But Indian beer is not the only competitor
with which English beer has to contend in India. During the last two or three years the
imports of various kinds of German beers have largely increased, and these light wholesome
liquors are regarded with much favour by consumers.

" B5. The importation of spirit has also fallen off during the year.  Appended are the

figures for the last ten years — Gallons.
' 186970 . . . .« . . . . ‘13437
18709 © . .« o« o« . . . 461,323
187172 . . . .+« .« .« . . 67626 .
187273 . . o« e .- . ... 723,609
187874 . . .« o« - .« . . 608824
187475 . - e .. -« o+« .. 674987
187576 « . .« o+« . . . 704,874 oo
1876-77 . . . . e . . ; . 654,527
18717-78 O £ Y A 7]

187879 .. . ‘ . . .o . . 692,384
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. The great increase in the trade of 1877-78 was regarded last year by some as indicating
that the elevation of the rate of duty to 4 rypees a gallon bad bad no effect on the frade in
spirits, and this year there is a disposition in other quarters fo point to the decline in the
trade as indicating that the rate of duty acts as a check on the imports. Undoubtedly the
rate of duty on spirit is heavy, pressing with greatest force on the lower and cheaper
qualities, and it must have interfered to some extent with imports, an interference which
seems manifest from the figures of the year 1876-77 (the year following that in which the
higher duty was imposed). But that interference was only one element which caused the
decline, the general rise in prices which followed the reduction in the rates of exchange
having certainly had s material effect in reducing the imports. The import of spirit rose
again to a high point in 1877-78, like most other articles of the import trade, the need of
. finding markets for goods left in the hands of manufacturers and traders at a time of great
and general depression sufficiently accounting for the augmented quantities sent to India.
But the quantities left in hand at the end of each of the last three years :—

‘ ‘Gallons.
1876-77 . . . . . . . . 165,698
1877-78 . e . . . . . 205,264
1878-79 . o e . . . . . . 819,221
shew clearly enough how difficult it has been to find & market for these great imports.

56. The import of wines also shews some reduction, though not one of material
importance. The main decreases are under the heads of Champagne and Sherry, the decrease
in the latter wine béing very marked, although the duty was reduced from 1} to 1 rupee
the gallon in September 1878, The imports of wines and liqueurs (all kinds) from 1869-70
are given below :— '

' : Gallons.
1869-70 . . . . . . ' . . 646,923
1870471 . . . . . .. L. . 490835
87172 . . . e e e . . b67,7387
1872-73 . . et e . . . . . b92,831
187894 . .0 . . . . .. . 545043
187476 . . . . L. .. 564921
187576 . . . . . . . . . B7539%
187677 . . . . . .. .. 464,242
187778 . e e . . . e .. 496,738
187879 . . . . . . . . . 487787

57. There is a much more marked tendency to restriction of trade and of consumption
under the head of wines than under spirit, the consumption of which, though temporarily
checked, is perhaps not really falling off at all. The facts indicate either that Europeans, who
are almost exclusively the consumers of wines, find them too expensive luxuries, and that they
have taken more generally to spirit instead; or that they have restricted their consumption
of wine without taking to brandy and other spirit more largely, and that where the returns

" indicate a larger consumption of spirit it is to be attributed to their more extensive use by
natives. It is probable that the second of these two inferences is the more eorrect.

58. In imports of railway plant and rolling stock there was a large increase, chieﬁ} in .
carriages and trucks, the famine traffic having shewn how insufficient was the rolling stock

" of the railways to meet any largely increased demand, and the outbreak of war with
- Affghanistan also required material additions to the rolling stock of the main lines, In
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matérials for construction too there is a considerable increase in rails and sleepers, to replace
the material lost by the great floods of the autumn of 1878 on the lines of the Sind Punjab

and Delhi Railway dnd the Bombay Baroda and Central India Railway. Steel rails ave now
being sent to India in considerable quantities. ' ‘

.89, Silk, raw, end Silk goods—The combined value of the imports under these two
~heads is nearly & crore and a half (R. 1,49,12,847),the value of raw silk being 563 lakhs
and that of silk goods about 92-4 lakhs, The imports of raw silk are certainly not on the
whole sliewing any tendency to increase. Appended are the figures for the last ten years :—

s, I.E
1869-70 . . .. 2,016,726 90,11,174
1870-71 « -+ . . 2,328,854 89,565,633
1871-72 s .. 1,799,591 65,165,046
1872-73 .. .. 1,930,910 69,94,802
187874 . . . . 2982458 78,69,138
1874-75 C e e .. 2,469,255 87,29,269
1875-76 e .. 9457944 69,48,885
1876-77 .« .« . 1,461,069 45,18,954
1877.78 .. .. 2102930 67,80,692
187879 ce ... 1,813,999 56,72,407

~Whether this is .owing to a decline in the silk weaving industry in India, or to an increased
supply of raw material of Indisn production, cannot be said precisely ; but probably it means
a decline in the weaving trade, imported goods faking the place of locally made goods,
Temporarily at any rate, the depression in the silk manufacturing industry of Europe and the
fall of prices would have the effect of thrusting foreign silks upon the market to the exclusion
of Indian made silks, The refurns of the trade in fact shew a considerable increase in the
imports both of pure silks and of tissues of silk mixed with other materials, the latter especially
having remarkably increased in the last two years. The following figuges for the last ten
. years will shew how this trade has developed :— ‘

Silke unmixed. Mixed goods.
Yards. Yards,

1868-70- . .« .« e e e e e e 2 43€,752 274,374
1I870-7T1 . v . e e e e e e e 3,756,826 197,862
BILTE & v o e e e e e e e 4,168,687 © 553,000
D 2 N 4,648,801 316,814
1878-T4 . "« « « v e e e e e s 6,169,648 250,098
1TATE .%o e e e e e e e 6,970,667 | 168,186
187676«  » . e e e e e e 7,770,288 345,279
1876-TT «  » o o e e e e e e 5,075,749 270,677
CIBTIATB . e e e e e e e e 7,080,711 1,248,005
187879 . v . e e e e e e e 7,860,804 1,535,965

The cheapness of these silk goo'ds, the recorded average value of which is less than s rupee
a yard, shews how largely they are intended for natjve consumption. It must not be supposed
however that they are worn by. the mass of the people: it is only in Burma that men and
women commonly wear silk as their every-day attire, but in India Proper only the more
well-to-do classes can indulge in such raiment and then more in the way of gala costume

than every-day wear..
P
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60. '.[‘he import of coal, mcludmg coke and patent fuel, during the last five years, has been
.as follows :(—

. ~ Tons. B
|4 . . .. 356,997 ‘ 68,04,627
187576 . . . . 883,420 66,55,352
87677 . . . . 519,749 93,17,105
189718 . . . 601,257 - 1,00,81,547
187879 . L. . 475,960 . 88,94,770

Gompara.tnvely very little of the coal brought to India is landed in' Calcutta, Bombay being
the place of destination of the great bulk of the imports. In Calcutta the local authorities
attribute the decrease there to the conditionof the freight market, perhaps with sufficient
reaspn. However this may be, there is no doubt that Indian coal has to 4 material extent.
superseded in Bengal the use of English coal which is now mainly imported for the purpose
of supplying the wants of steamers on the return voyage. In Bombay English eoal is far
more largely used, for the deposits of Central India are too distant from Bombay to, permit
of the coal being brought there and sold in competition with imported coal, which is therefore
exclusively-used by the numerous mills and factories in and near the Presidency town as
well: as by the railways and steamers, In Bombay as in Calcutta thére was a serious decline
in the imports of coal in the year, but those of the year previous had been on ‘a very large
" scale, and this fact, independently of the state of the freight market, would, with the reduction
made in the working hours of the mills, account for a great part of the decrease,

61. Coal mining in India is rapidly attaining considerable importance. The com-
mencement of this industry appears to date back to 1820, when a mine “was opened in the
Raniganj district in Bengal. For twenty years no new mine seems to have been opened and ‘
then only three mines were opened down {0 1854. In that year the commencement of the
East Indian Railway line, which was laid to run through the coal-bearing regions of the
Damuda basin, gave ap impetus to the mining industry and new pits were opened in larger
numbers : 2 in 1854, 3 in 185Y7,.8 in 1859, 8 in 1860, 2 in 1861, 1in 1865, 2 in 1868, 1 in
1869, 1 in 1870, 2 in 1871, 1in 1872, 3 in 1873, 7 in 1874, b in 1875, 3 in 1876, 5 in 1877.
All these were in®*Bengal in the Ranigan] and neighbouring districts, which contain now
altogether 56 mines at work. In the Central Provinces also the coal-fields' of Narsinghpur
and Chanda have been utilised for the purposes of ‘the Grest Indian Peninsular. Railway.
The total output of -coal in India, in the year 1878, was 1,015,210 tons. The whole quantity
imported in 1878-79 was under 480,000 tons, being considerably under half the Indian
production. It is clear therefore that Indian coal already plays an mportant part in the
industrial economy of the country, and there is no doubt that that part will increase in
importance. Bengal coal is now used on the East Indian Railway, in the steamers employed

" in the river and coasting traffic, in the cotton, jute, and other mills in Calcutta and its
vicinity, and forsuch purposes there will be a constantly increasing demand, The coal in
the fields of the Central Provinces has no present prospect of being consumed in such s
variety of ways, the remoteness of the fields from the coast and the absence of navigable
rivers in those tracts restricting the area of consumption. As yet it is mainly used on the
Great Indian Peninsular Railway, but hereafter it will probably be la.rgely in demand for
cotton mills as the numbers of these increase. Extensive deposits of good coal as yet little
worked occur in Northern Assam. The completion of the projected railway lines in.that
province will offer a good opening for the profitable working of these fields, and in t1me the
Assam coal-fields will no doubt be as vigorously utilised as those of Bengal.

62. A somewhat considerable increase in woollens, values having risen from 7827 to
8780 lakhs. The increase occwrred mostly in Burma, where it seems large quantities of
German low-priced goods have been thrown on the m&rket as a speculation which has not
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answered very well, stocks having largely accumulated. In Bombay the increase is put down
to the expedition to Malta. '

63. In machinery there is a small increase. The.imports are not equal to those of the
years previous to 187778, but considering the depression of the manufacturing industry
~ during .the lost two years, the increase, such as it is, may be regarded as satisfactory.

64. In salt also there is an increase, the quantity having increased from 254,231 tons
to 274,180 tons, and the value from 40-13 lakhs to 59:36 lakhs, The dverage price increased
by about 6 rupees a fon, having risen from R15'8 to R21'6, although’ the duty was
materially reduced in July 1878. The imports of 1877-78 had been on a very restricted
scale, and stocks having fallen low in Caloutta there was for about three or four months
before the end of the official year a considerable rise in price. The imports of salt, like those
of coal, are influenced by the condition of the freight market.

65. .The value of apparel imported amounted to only alittle more than 51 Ilakhs, being
 mnearly B3 lakhs less than in 1877-78 and less than in any year since 1871-72. That there
has been & decrease in the quantity imported is improbable, but undoubtedly the goods
- imported are now generally of cheaper kinds than those that used to come fo the country
‘before the silver difficulty commenced. -And the use of the parcel post, which is employed
for gooEls of the kinds included under this heading more than for anything else, also
. aceounts for some of the diminution in the value recorded under the head of apparel. The. .
recorded value of articles imported through the post shews a steady increase year by year :—
- » R .

187475 . . .« o« o+« o+« 482517

SCIRTET6 . . . . e e e .. 7,98017

1876-77 . + ., o« o+« o« . .« 915248

CA8TTS . . v . oo .o . 10,2408

87879 . . . . - . .. 10,79,392

In the first half of the present year the figures shew a further increase.

" 6. The spices chiefly imported are betelnuts (which however are narcotics and are
" erroneously clasted as spices) from the Straits and Ceylon and from Manila and other islands
of the Eastern Archipelago vid Hongkong, nutmegs (in small quantities) and pepper from the
Straits. With the exception of betelnuts, all these heads shew & reduction in the trade, but
_these nuts were imported in such considerable quantities that the total of all the heads
exhibits & small incresse. As compared with former years this trade has developed very
largely, having more than doubled in five or six years, and the demand for bfatelnuts both in
Bombay and Bengal is said to be greater than the supply. The value of the imports of these
puts is more than half the total value of spices imported.

EXPORTS OF FOREIGN MERCHANDISE,

&7. The re-exports of goods have again increased, following on a steady increase in each
of the three previous years. The figures of the‘trade are ;—

i

187475 . .« o« .« o« - - 1811698

187596 . - e . e 1,83,31,608
187607 . . e e e+ e 2,03,15,627

| . 2,04,21,800

187718 . - e e s e

- 18879 .

It is a small trade, averaging only .5°441
into India. As I have said in previous

. . . . 2,18,66,823
per cent. of the values of the goods imported .
reviews of trade, this re-export irade is mainly

- - *
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| confined to Bombay, the goods being shipped to ports in the Persian ‘Gulf and Red Sea and
to Zanzibar and the Eastern Coast of Africa. The increase in the last three years does not,
perhaps, mean a healthy development of trade, but rather indicates the incapacity of India
to consume the goods sent here during a time of distress and the efforts made to get rid of -

. some portion of these by disposal to our neighbours. * The records of the trade carried across
our frontiers by land will also shew an increase, attributable to the same cause, The brief
interruption to trade caused by the outbreak of hostilities on the Affghan frontier had
however the effect of retaining goods in the Bombay market which were intended for
Kandahar and no doubt thus slightly augmented the re-export trade by sea.

68. More than half of the whole re-exports consists of cotton twist and piece goods, the
.. latter chiefly chintzes and prints for the colour-loving blacks of Eastern Africa, the people
supplied through the Persian Gulf, and the Malays and Tamil labourers in the Straits who
indulge in the red handkerchiefs and coloured chintzes dyed in the Madras Presidency., The
total value of cotton manufactures exported amounted to 1 crore and 13 lakhs, of which
more than %8 lakhs represented the value of coloured cottons and 24% lakhs grey goods.
For the rest, our re-exports are distributed through a great variety of articles mostly exported
in very small lots, the principal items being ivory, metals (copper and iron), provisions, raw -
silk, spices, sugar, tea, and wool. As fo these no particular rema.rks seem required.

EXPORTS OF INDIAN PRODUCE,

69. The aggregate value of these exports in 1878-79 was about 444 crores less than in

the year immediately preceding, nearly as much as in 1876-77, and a good deal in excéss of
the two years before that one. The comparative figures are-appended :—

- R

CA8MYE . L . . . i i . bB4,50,10,909
187576 . .. . . . . . b62L22,438
87677 . . . . . . . .. B893000693
1877-78 < v v L ... . 6814,35,332
1878-79- . 58,70,79,285

The largest decrease (one of 2'69 crores) appears under the head of oilseeds. Raw cotton also,
the exports of which bave fallen off year by year for some years past, the prices obtained also
sinking each year to alower level, again shews a serious decrease of nearly 1} crores.

70. Qur staple exports are: opium, grain and pulse, raw coffon, oilseeds, raw jute tea,
hides and skins, indigo, coffee, cotton goods, jute goods, and raw wool.

These twelve main heads represent about 91 per cent. of the fotal exports of the year:—

R

Opium . . . . . . . . 12,99,39,'787
Grain and Pulse . . . . . . 9,78,87,637
Cotton . . . . . . . . 7,91,80,4568
Oilseeds . . . . . . . . 4,67,50,356 ‘ v
Jute . . . . . . . . 38,80,04,263
Tea - . . . . . . . 3,13,84,235
Hides and skms . . . . . . . 8,09,68,471
Indigo . . .. . . . . 2,96,04,625
Coffee .- . ~ . . . . . . . 1,54,36,427
Cotton goods . . . <. . . 1,39,79,792
Jute manufactures . . . . . . 1,00,84,841
‘Wool C .. . .o - . 1,05,84,574

Torar . b3,46,54,966

L )
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R A i Untll 1862 opium stood first in point of value in the list of Indian expOrts gneatly
- - exceeding any other article. In that year cotton took the first place, suddenly shooting far

* shead of opium, and it maintained it$ ascendency until 1876, when opium again took the first
place which it still keeps, cotton sinking lower and lower each year. These two articles are
likely to keep their present respective places unless the Chinese menaces to use none but

home-grown opium become an accomplished fact, or unless another cataclysm ocours in the

cotton-producing States of the Union, an improbable and most undesirable contingency. The
following table shews the qua.ntxty and declared value of the opium exported during the last

twenty-ﬁve years:—

] . Chests., £
185456 . . . . . 71,397 6,231,278
185556 . . . . . 70,626 6,200,871
185657 . . . . . . . 12,385 7,056,630
1857-58 . . . . . 74,066 9,106,635
1858-59 .- . 475,822 10,827,642
185960 .. . . . 58,681 0,054,304 '
186061 . . . 63,490 10,184,713 .
186162 . . . . 65,369 10,553,912
. 186268 . . . . 82,216 12,404,128
1863-64 ‘ 70,839 *10,756,003-
186465 . . . 84,402 9,911,804
1866-66 . . . 88,439 11,122,746
1866-67 . 74,855 10,431,707
1867-68 . - . 87,139 12,330,800
1868-69 . . - . 74955 . 10,695,654
1869.70 . . . . . 88,683 11,693,330
187071 . . . .. 85,518 10,783,863
18712 . . . 93,364 13,365,228
187273 . 82,908 .11,426,280
1873-74 . 88,727 11,341,857
1874-75 94,746 11,956,972
1875-76 . 88,350 11,148,496
1876-77 . 96,870 12,404,748
. 187718 . 92,820 12,374,355
* 1878-79 .~ 91,200 12,993,979
49, Dividing off these twenty-ﬁve years mto five equal penods we have the following
results :—
.,ﬂﬁf.:f ;;x:m Avemg:nlnggregnte Avemgc‘lal :;l.ueper
2 £
1854—55*01858-59 . .. . . 74,239 7,834,611 108
1859-60 to 1863-66 . . 68110 | 10,608,648 156
1864.65 t0 1868-69 . . .+ o+ 81,976 | 10,898,542 183
1869-70 to 187374 . - - 87,840 | 11,722,111 183
187475 0 187809 . - .t 02,797 | 12,175,698 131

78. The decrease in the quantity exporte
Malwa. The export trade is tolerably equally

G

ed in 1878-79 followed on deficient crops in
divided between Bombay and Calcutta, and at
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both places is mamlym the hands of the Jews. . The bulk of . the shlpments goes to Hongkoﬂg,
and of the rest the largest proportlon is taken to Singapore.

74, -The gram and pulse exported from India is classified under the following heads:
© Gram, tice (in the husk and not in the husk), wheat, oats, pulse, rice flour, and other sorts
undistinguished. The total quantities and values for the last five years have been as follow :—~

. Cwt. : R
187475 . . 19,000,000% 5,48,71,629
187576 . . 23,561,600 6,41,58,310
1876-77 .. 96,210,385 7,98,67,719
187778 25,648,342 10,13,40,998
1878-79 29,884,415 9,78,87,637

_ The only two really lmporta.nt items a.mongst those w]nch make up this total are rice and

wheat.

75. The exports of rice for the last five years are shewn below :—

| Cwt. R

, ‘ husked 16,940,642 .4,67,26,048
. . 1874-75 unhusked 452,296 _ 9,27,289.

. husked 20,090,348 5,24.13,844

1875-76 {unhusked 325,684 6,907,102

. ( husked ' 19,548,741 5,74,25,397

1 J 2 ] 3 L ]

8_7&77 {unhusked 365,593 %,26,812

187m.g § busked 18,211,388 6,88,93,618

‘ unhusked 216,998 6,09,143

187879 § husked . 90,621,712 8,81,01,214

. unhusked . . 615,521 18,36,002

' These figures shew the rise in price and the restriction in shipments which accompanied
the scarcity in Behar in 1874. In the following year 1875-76 exports again increased and
prices were lowered. Then came the Madras and Bombay famine, ‘causing a great rise in
price and material diminution of shipmentsin 1876-77 and 1877-78. In the year 1878.79 -

prices again fell and shipments increased, and the progress of the trade has, with good pro-

spects, continued unabated during the current year. 'The prospects of the rice trade for the -
next year are also very favourable. .

.

As 3 detailed account of the geneml features of the rice trade was given in the review of
last year, it seems unnecessary to enlarge upon it again at present.

76. Of the trade in wheat too so much was said in the last review and those of previous
years, and so much has been recently written in special reports, that it is perhaps not necessary

" to do more than gjve the figures of the export trade :—c
) wh.

. "B
187475 . . 1,069,076 49,04,352
' 187576 . . .. 2,498,185 90,10,255
L1867 . . . . . 5583336 1,95,63,325 .
187778 . . . . . 6,840,150 2,85,69,899
1878-79 . 1,044,709 - 51,37,785

. Dunng the last three months there has been renewed actmty in the export of wheat,
caused by the failure of the English harvests, but the sudden rise in the rates of excha.nu'e and
or freight interferes greatly with the prospect of profits.

# Those figures ars not quite accarate, the returus for the year 1874-75 being defective,
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« 71. The follomng table shews the exports of cotton during the last twenty.ﬁm years :—
. Ygar. . . Quantityinpounds. Value, A;::“g:ﬂ:;?’
. 2 R’ AP
1854-85 .o . 178,780,192 2,42,87,640 2.3
1855-56 ‘ _ Not stated 3,31,40,510 -
1856-57 . . 819,659,524 4,48,79,490 2-8
1857-58 : 260,354,052 4,80,17,680 2-8
1853-59’ . 217,861,672 4,09,41,000 3-0
1859-60 845,953,569 5,63,76,240 2.7
1860-6Y ) 881,462,002 7,34,21,680 8.1
1861-62 . . 395,009,088 10,20,34,700 4-2
'1862-68 . . 473,678,421 18,77,90,400 6-4
1863.64 .. 550,126,402 |  85,86,47,950 10-5
1864-65 . 625,059,876 3'7,57,36,370 11-5
1865-66 . 803,150,424 85,58,78,890 7-1
1866-67 (eleven months) . ' 425,568,802 16,45,82,770 8-2
'1867-68 . . 614,056,049 |  20,09,25,700 5-8
1868.69- . b 697,880,796 20,14,98,250 4T
T1869-70 . . . . ) o] 554,884,592 19,07,91,380 5-8
1870.71 .l 577,600,764 19,46,08,890 5-5
1871-72 . . 809,246,087 21,27,24,800 4-2
1872-78 v 404,914,447 14,02,28,580 " 4.8
1873.74 . . 508,966,220 18,21,22,410 4-2
1874.75. . . sl 827,200,661 15,25,78,420 311
1875.76 . 661,207,920 13,28,09,585 8-9
187677 . .| 5l0,486308 | 11,74,61,836 3-8
187778 , 887,583,616 | 9,38,78,538 811
187878 . 832,255,728 7,91,40,908 8-10

78. The causes,of the decline in the trade have been fully discussed in previous reviews,
and it seems unnecessary to go over them again here, since there is nothing new to be added
to what has been already said. As the trade hes declined, so has the ares under cultivation.
This, according to returns furnished by the Provincial Governments,h_as been as follows for the
five years ending 1877-78, the latest for which returns have been received :—

Povixe. 187374 1874-76. 187576, 187677 1877-78.

" Acres. Acres. Acres, Acrea. Acres,
‘B _ A 1878081 1,956,641 2,108,424 2,024,806 2,063,961
Bz;a} (am.i Simi) 9,818,838 2,843,622 2,662,284 1,418,050 1,828,678
Native Statesin Bombar 1,923,988 1,885,974 1,954,368 1,806,187 988,973
Presidency 1,765,071 1,677,368 1,645,389 926,115 1,166,736
Madras .+ - 769,763 - 805,296 756,528 802,437 837,088
Central Provinces 979,171 1,086,691 1,056,173 1,185,522 718,484
N.-W. Provinees - 676,016 71,312 698,393 686,716 679,836
Pusab . - 615,249 847,097 34,400 (° 472,462 491,659
b“;‘;”‘,‘; Te_“':m’_y 85,057 235,802 232,121 233,240 50,297

er rrovin . Y

ToraL 11,064,995 11,449,798 | 11,748,315 9,554,635 8,819,737
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79. The a'verage yield per acre for the whole country may be taken, if the local returns
‘are to be trusted, at about 50 Ibs. fo the acre. For 1877-78 it was stated in Madras at
49 1bs., in Bombay, including the Native States, at 502 ibs., in the North-Western Provinces at
29, in the Punjab at 58, in the Central Provinces at 43, in Berar at 71, in the Nizam's Oountry.
at61. At the general rate of 50 ibs. to the acre the outturn would have been rather less than
4 million cwt. Theexports to foreign countries were in 1877-78 nea.rly 34 million, in 1878-79
* nearly 3 million, so that if the figures for cultivation and outturn are even approximately cor-
rect, there is very little left for local consumptmn outside the mills which alone consume between
£ of a million and a million ¢wt. But much faith cannot be placed in either the returns
of acreage or those of outturn. Agricultural statistics. generally, as obtained in India, are
notoriously defective and inaccurate, and the statistics of cotton cultivation form no exception
to the general rule, Probably the statements of average y1e1d are more inaccurate than those
of acreage, for though an approximately correct return of area may be obtained without very
great difficulty, it is almost impossible to trust any cultivator’s return of the yield of his
land. It is probable that the average yield per acré in the cotton growing districts
approaches more nearly to 80 than to 50 Ibs. But when we consider that a good yield in the
Unifed States is 200 Ihs.* to the acre, the difficulty of maintaining a competition in this
article with that country becomes manifest. The most that we can expect isthat our cotton
will be faken because its cheapness as compared with American cotton will maintain a
"demand for it for purposes for which American, Brazilian, and Egyptian cotton is too good and
too dear, for the weaving of coarse cloths, for lamp-wicks, for quilting and stuffing, for which
purpose it is extensively used in China, and other ordinary purposes. Latterly the demand
for China had greatly fallen off, but with the cessation of famine there it has quite regained
its old activity; and during the current year, in consequence of this revival, our exports of
cotton actually exhibit an increase in quantity so far instead of the normal decrease. " But
this activity has been aided by some apprehensions of a rather short American crop following
on one last year which did not suffice for consumption, and by the stimulus recently given
to the manufacturing industry in Lancashire.- There has been a good Continental demand
too for Indian cotton, the result of the resumption of business after the general depression
of trade and the cessation of hostilities in South-Eastern Europe. :

80. So much was written of the Indian cotton manufacturing industry in the review
of the trade of 1877-78, and circumstances have so little changed since then, that one or two
very brief remarks only seem necessary here. The aggregate value of the trade of the year
shews a remarkable increase, an increase however indicative not of healthy development of
trade but rather of the existence of a crisis in which the disposal at any cost of accumulated
stocks was essential. The mismanagement from which the Bombay cotton industry bas
suffered for some years culminated in the criminal prosecution of one of the most
prominent native merchants of Bombay. He was managing director of three or four large
mills and was convicted of cheating in connection with their affairs. It may be hoped that
a better state of things has established itself, and that with the disappearance of distress in
the country, with the prospect of bountiful harvests almost throughout the Empire, the
revival of trade generally, and the reopening of trade routes’ on the north-western frontier,
a good demand will arise for the products of the mills, and that they may be kept in

" ® In the New York Financial and Commercial Chronicle for the 28th June an articls on the cotton crop of 1879 states that
the best yield in ton States of the Union from 1869 to 1878 was on the average 202 Ihs. to the acre, ranging from 260 Bs. as a
maximum to 157 bs. 29 & minimum, The worst yield for the samo period is put down as 134 fbs. per acre, the yields ranging
from 163 Is. to 100 Bs. Our ordinary yield therefore is very much less than the very worst of the pooresl; yields of the Umtad
States, and it need hardly be said that the quality is vastly inferior to that of American cotton.
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" continuous work... The export trade to foreign countries duriilg the last five years is
shewn below :— ' :

Twist and yarn,

: s, R
87475 . . . . . 2834725 14,75,624
187%-76 . . . . . 6228511 26,690,514
1876-77 . . . . . 1,926,710 86,73,028
187778 . . . . . 15,600,201 68,20,585
187879 .. . - . . . 21,332,508 ° 88,64,812

. Grey Piece Goods.
. Yards. - . R’

"IeTEI6. . . . . . 6,040,235 9,49,352
W67, . . . . . 826483 12,7786
W8T, . . - . . 10,017,082 14,15,092
187899. . . . . .14,998,336 19,883,804

.~ 81 Indian twist finds its market chiefly in China and Japan, and these countries, it is
gaid, have been overstocked with supplies from Bombay. Indian grey goods find customers in

the poverty-stricken races supplied from the Arabian and African coasts, comparatively small
‘quantities only going to China. We also export a considerable quantity of coloured goods,
chintzes .and red handkerchiefs, rathet more of these in fact than of grey goods. They go
in great proportions from Madras, and are extensively bought in Ceylon and the Straits, for
the natives of Madras who work in the plantations in those colonies, as well as for the
indigél}ous population. Smaller quantities are sent to Arabia and Africa.

: 82. The export of white goods is quite insignificant, Such goods in fact, it may be said,
are not prepared in the ‘eountry—at any rate not in the mills whose manufactures are confined
to coaise unbleached goods and grey twist of the lower numbers. -

83. The total value of the export of cotton ma.nufacﬁlres', exclusive of twist and yarn
shewn above but including grey piece goods, during the last five years, has been :—

- . . R

187476 . . . . . 386,48,118
187696 . . - . .« .+« . 8964722
187607 .« . e .« ... 4450,794

187718 . . . . . . . S« 46,068,738
181899 . . . . . ... . BL14980

The increase would bave been larger but for a falling off in the e_xports of coloured goods
and handkerchiefs. In grey goods, as the figures given above shew, the increase was very

large. R

84, In the coasting trade too the export of these goods has continued to develoﬁe and
' inerease, undoubtedly thrusting out English goods of similar and perhaps fimer qualities from
the mar;iets they enter. Attached are the figures of the whole frade, Foreign and Coasting,

in Indian twist and manufactures.
H



( 30 )
: ‘Quantity and value of Indian cotton twist ezported by sea.
FROM. To Fortiax Poss. |  To Baweax. To Mipmis. | To Barrsm Bosua.|» oo, oTFI% Tl"f;‘l‘,::“.
s, R P, 2 Ibs. R e R = I R The. R
o776 .| 9,780,505 | 1460,007 | 400,980 | 544,324 [ g,288,594 | 17,693,006 | 84,600 | 18,000 | 420,004 | 2,24300 | 4,915,499 | 22,35,058
197576 .| 6:008,670 |20,00,853 | 972,400 | 1,64,100 | 4,607,200 | 21,4403 | 43,000 | 16,500 | 400,533 | 219,657 | 5,545,142 ( 25,80.608
BowsaY 167677 .| 7828,730 | 36,990,335 | 4,900,624 | 19,05,895 | 5,850,505, (97,25,763 | 61,000 | 23400 | 4ve3i| 333,008 | 10,607,088 |49,95,004
1877-78 15,548,800 08,05,057 | 5,899,208 | 26,11,558 | 5,076,717 | 23,97,630 | 400,730 | 1,08,084 | 1,702,877 | 6,45,100 | 18,117,586 | 60,22,281
107579 .| 31,272,000 | 85,9655 | 4,285,610 |16,05,831 | 5,067,770 | 26,00,808 | 512,418 | 2,04852 | 2,561,660 | 11,69,100 | 13,387,454 | 6364535
| wwm] sms| . w | o] ooots [zaunses |eee [ . e | 8008148 16,3000
124556 | 627 | 5510 | 83663 | 185350 | 71,073 | 3,242,800 |18,01,180 20, 7| 349,770 | 16,6850
© Bawein " 06,228 29,456 5,046 4,630 63,040 31,168 | 4,137,262 | 91,753,153 7,600 4,263 | 4,202,809 | 32,19,104
. 9,087 8,773 16,650 a 8,206 4,082 1,070 | 4,142,474 85,46,73’.’ P 4,168,186 | 85,58,072
233 11,450 | 9664 000 13t | 2,518,741 | 20,008,598 27,000 8,625 2,353,690 | 21,17,008
&1478 wos| uas| me) e | s sws| .. ol e  manl smem
S 1876-78 . 526 | © 2,034 138 570 71,570 | 33,288 3,868 1,288 14,258 4,738 01,832 20,872
m.x:;‘!!i'u::; 187877 ‘m7ss| 11,238 Boses| 14,000 | -2on008 | 18am3] 1856 | 20875 8,001 8,456 847,388 | 188,58
B e osal 15ws) oo | aso| wsese| som| sme| ems| mus| ows| ueam| max
78y ooee| zer| amso| 2186 oseem| aizer) sesss| 1osvs| sees| . sem| 1mpe0| erwe
4-76‘- 2,834'.735 14,75,624 | 643,141 | 2,60,508 { 9,401,608 [ 16,561,850 | 2,875,708 | 17,67,000 | 421,083 | 3,25,101 | 7,301,504 | 41,04,219
187576 8329511 | 35,00,514 | 410,088 | 1,68,449 | 4,874,120 | 22,40,299 | 3,269,758 (18,70,278 | 474,839 | 3,16,380 | 0,047,704 | 45,30,339
Torss Burmiskt Jsere7s 7,026,710 | 36.73,028 | 4,344,556 | 10,24,695 | 0,204,408 | 25,98,024 | 4,207,718 | 82,12,129 | 400,710 | 240,114 | 15,247,208 | 83,70,601
[ 1877-78 15,600,201 | 68,20,586 | 5,863,042 | 26,24,323 | 5,186,691 | 24,40,588 | 4,560,420 | 87,21,%33 | 1,815,000 § 8,565,258 | 17,426,003 | 99,650,377
187870 . 21,332,508 85,684,812 | 4,801,716 | 16,17,4i1 | 6,058,008 | 27,92,785 | 2,602,700 | 28,29,000 | 8,017,622 | 11,75,775 | 15,936,047 | 60,40,067
Value of Indian Cotton Monufactures exported by sea.
FROM. To To To To oraer ToTaL To
i Fomelex Ports.| BrraaL. Smvp. Inpax Poxts.|INDLan Porrs.
B R R B B
(187475 . . 13,12,007 70,156 9,138,662 3,356,420 18,20,137
187676 . . 15,561,704 1,68,391 11,90,614 4,31,044 17,90,049
Boxbat ... LN1err . L .| marare | ees00s | 1528364 | 46306 | 2661344
1877.718 . .+~ . 21,94,074 . 22,556,674 14,71,896 10,652,333 47,79,903‘
I’ . . )
s7879 . . . 29,82,814 24,64,738 10,70,186 14,22,112 49,567,086
( 187475 20,564,690 9,328 20,09,262 20,18,588
87576 . . . 22,560,625 7,611 102 16,67,072 18,64,785
MaDEas ... X < 876.77 . . 24,84,036 22,483 637 19,539,152, 19,62,172
18778 . . 22,54,938 28,073 14,31,867 14,50,940
\1878-78 e .| 1929908 38,018 | 884 14,28,501 14,66,908
/187475 « .| - 28,521 5,103 5 85,177 40,280
187596 .. . .| . 1,62493 6,470 - 7,678, 124,640 188,788
B ,
B o {18767 . | 1,35,282 36639, | 7312 81,442 1,855,308
|88 . . . 1,67,726 31,747 22,174 119,668 1,73,589
\1878.79 .. . .| 202760 17,273 28,650 75,678 1,21,696
(187476 . . 86,48,118 84,686 9,18,662 £3,80,868" '33,79,005 .
. 187576 . . .| 8964y 1,82,472 11,98,394 22,12,766 35,93,622
" Toriv Boyrise INpra { 187677 . . . 44,650,794 7,290,026 15,36,213 24,93,670 47,58,000
187778 . 46,086,738 23,15,45¢ 14,84,070 26,083,868 64,13,432 ’
\is7870 . . .| sLl4080 [ 2620020 | 1099220 | 202626 | 6545635
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- 8. In the year 1854 the ‘first mill for the manufacture of cotton yarn and cloth by
machjnery worked by steam was fopened in Bombay. This was followed at various
intervals by others in the town itself and in the cotton-growing districts of that Presidency,
ag well as in other provinces, until in the last year of official-report, twenty-five years
after the birth of the industry, there were 58 cotton mills in India, viz, :—
80 in the town of Bombay.
- 14/in the cotton-growing districts of Guzerat, Bombay Presidency.
~ 6 in Calcutta. L '

3 in Madras. o _ ‘

2 i the North-Western Provinces.

1 in the Central Provinces.

1 in Indore, '

1 in Hyderabad,

The King of Burma also has one at Mandalay, but nothing is known of its working.

These mills contain nearly a million and a half spindles and twelve thousand looms and
employ upwards of forty thousand persons, men, women, and children. The industry is still
in its infancy,and when compared with the cotton industry of England its proportions seem
insignificant. In England and Wales, according, to official returns, there are now 2,579
cotton factories, containing mearly 44% million spinning spindles, over § million doubling
spindles, and 636,015 power looms. But the Indian industry, small as it is by comparison '
with the well-developed proportions of the English industry, has thriven well on the whole
and is full of promise for the future.

86. The year was a bad one ‘for oilseeds. Crops were bad here for- most kinds,
excessive rain having injumd‘therm in Madras and Bombay and drought in the North.
Western Provinces. The cessation of hostilities in South-Eastern . Europe also permitted
the resumption of the Russian- seed trade from the Black Sea por’ps, la.nd in the United
States it seems that larger areas are being put under-linseed. Advices from Europe
wers almost thrdughollt the year unfavourable to speculation in seeds, which are eminently
cculative article, and the deficient crops in India further contributed to a restriction

:fsfrade_ The figures of the export trade are as follow, for all kinds :—
- " ' Tons, R
187475 . . . . . 802,788 8,23,50,503
" 1R7E76. . . .. . . 525341 5,46,19,818
187697 - .- . . . 47948 . 581,91,240
187718 '« . - . . 609,351 7,36,02,837
19789 . - . - . . 860,048 4,67,50,358

tem: under the general head is Linsced, and it is in this article that the

ghee:::nils most conspicuous, the quantity exported having fallen from 74 million cwt.
mw;§ Tioms.” Rapeseed -also fell heavily. Jinjili (or sesame) decreased but slightly in

or linseed is converted into oil used in the ma._nufacture of paints, printing
Our rapeseed is made in France inte oil which is used for the
{he oil extracted from our til (Sesamum orientale} is used for soap,
gor admixture with olive oil, and for the preservation of sardines. It seems strange that

or @ teful practice of exporting the seed should continue. If causes great pecuniary
tho was to znd* damace of the seed in transit from the place of production in the inland
1(355 ]E)y-wasI dia to th: piace of manufacture in France, England, and the United States.
xtn‘;ﬂ:i ::ess:ry expenditure in freight is also a serious consideration, and lastly it should not

e T :

be forgotten thab under the present system India literally throws away enormous quantities -

compavison. Our
inks, and other articles.
manufacture of soap, and
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"of oil-cake, that is, an invaluable food for cattle and fertiliser for land. It is really 2
national misfortune that India should send away all this oil-producing ma.tena.l in the crude
condition mstead of expressing the oil in the country.

87.. If the year was a bad one for seeds it was a remarkably- good one for jute. The
crop was abundant, the demand mostly active both for exporfation and for local manufac-
ture, and the trade was brisk pretty nearly throughout the year. The season opened with
a range of prices higher than those of the home market, but freights and exchange both ruled
low, and a large business, of aspeculative character, was done. The exports will be seen from
the following figures :—

Cwt. R :
1874-75 o . . 5,493,957 3,24,68,823
- 18%5-76 . . . . 5,206,570 2,80,53,396
1876-77 - . . . 4,533,265 . 2,63,60,466
1877 78 . i . 5,450, 276 3,51,81,137
1878-79 . . 6 021,382 -3,80,04,263

In another place reference has been made to thei increase in the direct exports of jute to France
which occurred during the year.

88. The exports of manufactured Jube also exhibit a very lazge increase; but as in the
case of the exports of cofton goods it can hardly be said that the exports indicate a
flourishing trade, for it is understood that the goods were sold at unprofitable rates to get rid
of stock which had accumulated. The value of the exports of the last five years is shewn
below :—

R
187475 .« + .« 4 4« v . 2386398
1875-76 D e . e oo 4891813
1876-77 e e e oo T LT
187798 . .« .+ v .. T1L270
1878-79 v v e o e 1,09,84,341

" 89. The manufacture of jute, except by hand on a comparatively small scale, was
unknown in India until the year 1857. Indeed, the importance of jute as a commercial
product may be said to have been practicelly unknown until the Crimesn war interrupted
the supply to England of Russian hemp and flax. In England and America jute enters
largely into the manufacture of a variety of woollen and silk goods, matting, carpets
and apparel, and other articles. But in India the manufactures of the mills are confined
to bags and cloth for sacks. Of these bags there is and, aslong as India is a large exporter of
raw produce, always will be a large local consumption for the reception of grains and oilseeds,
while the cloth is largely used for the covering of coiton bales, indigo and lac chests, and
- the packages of other goods for which bags are not suitable. Besides the local consumption
* theré is an increasing demand from California, Australia, and Egypt for gunny bags and
coverings for wool-packs, grain bags, and cotton bales, and there can be no kind of reason to
doubt the steady and continued prosperity of this industry. There are now 21 jute mills in
" India, all but two in Bengal, and most of them in the suburbs of Calcutta; others are being
built or about to be built. Jute is only grown in the districts of Eastern and Lower Bengal,
and the mills in Calcutta are excellently placed for the reception of the raw material and for -
‘the shipment or local utilisation of the manufactured articles.

90. Indian tea continues on the whole to prosper, although from time to time complaints
are made of unremunerative prices. The quantity shlpped increases yearly and so does that
which is consumed in the country. The quality too is improving. During 1878-79, although
Pprices in the London market at times ruled Iow, exchange and freights were both greatly in
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favour of exporters, and taken altogether ‘the year was a good one. The comparative exports
_ of the last five years are shewn below :— | :

Tos. : .. _ 'R

o 87475 . . ... 21,187,087 1,93,74,202
187576 . . . . .- 24,361,599 - 2,16,64,168
ASYeTT . . . .. 27,784,124 . 2,60,74,251
187778 . . . . . 83,459,075 .  3,0445713
187879 . . . . . 34,432,573 3,13,84,235

It is to be regretted that persons interested in Indian tea depend exclusively upon the London
market against. the fluctuations of which they have no remedy. I have before strongly
urged that attempts should be made to win the Australian markets from the Chinese who have
exclusive possession of it now. The opening of these new markets to the Indian tea trade
signifies a possible outlet for af least fifteen million pounds of our tea, this being rather less
than the quantity now annually taken from China, a quantity which has a tendency to
increase regularly with the increase in the population of the colony. The most feasible way
of doing this is for a number of those interested to combine for the joint payment of the

_ expenses of a trustworthy and thoroughly qualified agent to work the business until Indian
teas become easily accessible fo the Australian ¢onsumer and the taste for them established. -
The expenditure incurred would soon be repaid. Ttis doubtful whether the Sydney exhibition,
which seems to have been a badly managed concern where our preducts have been grossly
neglected, will prove to have been of any usein this direction. But the Melbourne exhibition
to be held next year promises to be more important, and advantage should be taken of the
opportunity to send an agent to Australia in anticipation to open up business with tea dealers
and to start a complete agency for the supply wholesale and retail of Indian teas, which ought

. to be exhibited: and largely advertised during the progress of the exhibition. Something -
similar might be done for the American market, which also is held by the Chinese, and
where a large and increasing consumption may be looked for.

91. The cultivation'of tes and coffes, starting into existence at & comparatively recent
period, ‘bas taken deep roof, and these industries now absorb a large amount of European
capital and a very considerable amount of indigenous labour. According to the latest
returns the number of ‘tea gardens in India in the year 1878 was 2,330, the total area of
land taken up in connection with tea cultivation having been 664,326 acres. Of this area,
however, only about 200,000 acres were actually planted with tea, the OEltturn of the year
having been 39,183,667 Ibs. The quantity exported in the last .qiﬁcm.l year amounted
"to 84,432,573 Ts. The cultivation of tea extends over large and widely sepa:mted tmc_tfx of
the Indian continent, the European planter being found in the Kangra Valley in the Punjab,

districts of the North-Western Provinces, in Assam and

in the Dehra Doon and XKumaon tor) .
Cachar, in the Darjeeling, Chittagong and Chota Nagpore districts of Bengal, in the Akyab

district of Brifish Burma, and in the: Nilgiris in the Madras Presidency.

99. After the very large exportations of hides’ Wli..ich follow_"er} in .1877-78 on,the
mortality occasioned by drought in 1876 and 1877, it.is with some satisfaction that one sees
o, diminution in the quantity exported. Of raw hides there were exportgd 7,009,802 in
number against 6,691,369 in 1877-78; of tanned hides.i there were ._exported only 1,036,932
ainst 2,609,586, In the aggregate the number of hides exported in 1878-’.79. was 8,046,734

| wit ase amounting to over 1} million in number.

ag

d with 9,300,955 in 1877-78, the decre . to ove ;
compgj :;lo there was o smaller decrease, the numbers b_emg 13,176,669 in 1878.79‘
el ; The declared value of tl_1e exports was R3'09 crores

compared with 13,615,362 in 1877.78. The
against 875 crores. . I
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93. The exports of indigo for the last five years are shewn below :—

: \ Cwt. - . h R
1874-75 . . . e §1,466 2,67,63,022
18%75-76 . . . . 110,392 2,87,60,625
1876-77 . . . . . . 100,384 2,96,27,855
18%77-78 . . . . . 120,605 3,49,43,340
1878.79 . . . . . 105,061 2,96,04,626 .

A considerable increase in the quantity exported occurred in Madras from which province
the shipments amounted to 26,111 cwt. against 16,899 in the previous year. But the indigo
industry in Madras is of small proportions compared with the industry in Bengal and the
North-Western Provinces. From Bengal the shipments fell off greatly, the crop having
been very much smaller than in the previous year in consequence of an adverse season,
(111,000 maunds.against 155,000 maunds, which was an exceptionally heavy crop), nor did
better prices compensate for the deficlent outturn, though the quality of the crop was on the
whole not unsatisfactory.

94. The manufacture of indigo is of all forms of enterprise now known in India that
which was first taken up by Europeans, who still retain the monopoly of the manufacture of
this article, at any rate so far as concerns the better kinds exported to foreign markets.
European marks of indigo are guarantees of quality, and the exports from India have
hitherto consisted almost exclusively of such marks, though lately there has been some ex-
tension of cultivation in the North-Western Provinces under native supervision, the produce of
the plantations being shipped to Europe. Practically, however, as yet the whole quantity
produced from year to year in European factories is shipped from India, the inferior qualities
of native manufacture heing retained for consumption in the country. There hasbeen nolarge
augmentation of the trade during the last forty years. Such arrest of progress is not due to
any incapacity of the country for further increase in the quantity produced. On the con-
trary, the actual supply is only 2 small fraction of that which would be forthcoming to meet
a demand, but the demand has remained stationary with occasional fluctuations for many
years, and it.is unlikely largely to increase in the future. During the last six years, the
exports of indigo from India fo foreign countries have averaged about 105,646 cwts. annually.
In the five years ending with 1870-71 they were 94,228 cwts. annually; in the five years
ending with 1860-61 they were 88,017 cwts. annually. There was 2 large increase in the
shipments of 1877-78 over those of previous years, the crop having been remarkably abun.
.dant, but prices ruled extremely low as they generally do when there is a heavy crop, the
rates in the European market appearing to be lzu'gely regulated by the abundance or deficiency
of the Indian crops.

*95. The following figures ex]nb1t the procrress of the export trade in coffee since 1867-68 :—
Average price per Ib.

Ths, ' B - ‘Annas. Pie.

1867-68 33,189,134, 74,68,474 3. %

1868-69 47,788,773 1,10,13,844 3 8

1869-70 36,081,003 86,17,025 3 10

1870-71 33,459,420 80,00,599 3 10

1871-72 56,363,838 1,36,39,488 3 11

-1872-73 41,462,705 1,12,85,480 4 4
1873-74 40,815,038 1,49,14,109 5 10

187475 84,925,072 1,30,63,346 6 0

1875-76 41,662,432 1,62,70,267 6 3

1876.77 33,878,768 1,34,58,217 6 4

1877-78 33,300,624 1,33,84,992 6 5

- 1878-79 38,212,832 1,64,36427 - 6 B
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It will be seen that although the quantities exported can hardly be said to have increased at
‘all during the last eleven years, prices have largely augmented in the same period, coffee

})eing now worth nearly double what it was worth eleven yearsago. In this respect the coffee

‘planters of Southern Indis are much better off than the tea planters of North-Eastern India.

96. The cultivation of coffee is as yet confined fo the Madras Presidency, the estates
- being mostly situated in Mysore and Ooorg, and in the Wynaad district of Malabar. In
Mysore the industry is very largely pursued by natives in a small way, but all the great
- plantations -are owned and managed by FEuropeans. There were 236,000 acres under
coffee in Brifish territory in 1878, and the yield of the year was reported at 33,080,728 1bs.
The quantity exported in the last official year amounted to 38,212,832 Ibs. The great
‘increase in the price of coffee of late years, offers great encouragement to coffee
planters. - | | |

97. The exports of sugar for the last five years have been as follow :—

. . Cwt. R
- 187475 . . . . . 498054 31,02,383
1875-56 . . . . . 420762 25,39,374
Costerr . . . . 1,093,625 92,51,961
S 1STINI8 . . . .. 844135 74,658,513
187879 . . . . ,. 279,756 20,43,600

_The trade of 1876-77 and 1877-78 was greatly stimulated by the failure of the Wes
. Indian erop and deficiencies in the French beetroot crop, which caused a very active deman
for England and France. But supplies from Mauritius and other places filled the markets
" and prices baving fallen the export of Indian sugar diminished. The exhaustion of stock
caused by the unusually large exports of those two years raised prices in this country, an
they were maintained at a high level by a very poor crop in the North-West. - Hence th
comparatively very small exports of Indian sugar and the greatly increased imports int
Tndis of foreign sugar. The sugar exported is mostly of very inferior quality, so inferio
that in England it is said to be mostly used in brewing; it has been found unsuifed to th
American market, which however would be more cheaply supplied for local and neighbourin
sources; and in Bombay it is unable to compete with Mauritius sugar, the importations ¢
which into India are quite equal to the total quantity of Indian sugar exported to foreig
countries. Now, the manufacture of sugar ought to be & thriving industry m India. . Suga
like salt, is of universal consumption amongst the people of India, and may indeed almost t
called a mecessary of life with them. Bub the manufacture .genernlly is rOIEIgle and w?sf,c
ally conilucted, and the introduction of improvemfent both m the expression of the juic
trom the cane and in the conversion of the juice into sugar is greatly needed. Tl.lere are
few European sugar factories in Indid, as for instance, the Rosa Works at Shahjchanpor
(North-Western Provinces), a factory at Cossipore in the suburbs of Ca,lc_utta-, and one ¢
Aska, in the Ganjam district. But the products of these Yvorks ﬁnd q.rwdy sale in ﬁhe cour
bry a;n onest the European population, and there is a pmcf;lca.]ly unhm:lted field for ‘the ffn
ther dev:iopment of this industry in view to the economical prt'aparatlon of sugars f_or nativ
tion and to the improvement in quality of the article exported.. An improve
. consump 1y patented by Messts. Thomson and Mylne of Beheea effects considerable econom
| ﬂ?ﬁi}iﬁfm of the juice. It is cheap, simple and portable, and it is understood that
finds ready sale amongst sugar cultivators. _ Attentl?n might a:lso ?mth advantage be given {
the prepal'ation of date sugar which as yet is exclusively a native industry largely carried c

i ghi dras and Bombay Presidencis
i et only in Lower Bengal, although in the Ma y
for the foreign Y i.,. tnAnehre mirht be followed with equal advantage.
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98. In the exports of raw wool there was a considerable increase :—
fbs. . - ' B

87495 . . . . . -21,290,782 " 95,99,009
‘187576 . - . . . . 923,767,692 1,09,42,002
187677 . -« . . . 24,056,767 1,07,78,720
187778 . . . . . 23,075,323 94,36,448
1878-79 . . . . 26,568,518 - 1,05,84,574

Of these quantities practlcally the Whole goes to England, Wluch now receives colonial and
Indian wool in such abundance that the “home clip” asit is called .is said to be but a
secondary consideration in the wool market. Of the imported wool upwards of half is
bought for the foreign markets and shipped mostly to France, Belgium, and Germany.
Doubtless much bf the cheap German woollens sent to this ‘country is made of Indian wool.
1 have elsewhere made some remarks on the advantage which would result from the establish-
ment in India of factories for the manufacture of woollen goods. -

99. The bulk of the Indian tobacco exported consists of leaf; the quantities of .cigars and
other manufactured tobacco exported are very small. The following figures shew the exports
for the last four years, the figures previous to 1875-76 being defective :—

QuanTrTIEs. VALURS,

1875-76. 1876-77. | 1877-78. 1878-79, 1875-76. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1878.79.

s, s. ibs. ths. Rs. Ra. Rs, - Rs.

Usmunc-n_mxb o | 22,861,711 10,508,720 10,594,604 | 13,279,168 | 16,00,660 | 7,561,875 | 7,47,675-] 11,11,260

MiNUPACTURED— - ;

Cigars ... 152,180 | . 190,136 189,742 196,759 69,747 | " 117,445 | 143,946 | 1,21,788

Other sorts et 232,720 - 205,033 317,887 247,743 24,705 | - 22,578 38,750 30,176
Tomr  ..| 23,246,620 | 10,903,889 | 11,102,233 | 13,723,660 || 16,95112 | 891,398 | 9,30,371 | 12,863,222 -

On the other hand a considerable guantity of ‘manufactured tobacco, averaging over 1}
million pounds every year, is imported, shewing that in this, as in many other articles, India
is still merely a producer of raw material and dependent upon other countries fot the manu-
factured article in a condition fit for consumption. Even as regards the raw material India
might do a great deal more than is done at present, for there would be a large and constant
demand on the Continent of Europe for Indian leaf if it could be obtained of some-
what better quality than the leaf now shipped. - The French and Italian Tobacco Depart-
ments are both quite prepared to take Indian tobacco in large quantities if it can be supplied
of a quality suited to their purposes, and there would also be an extensive dema.nd from
Austria and Germany.

100. Although we still conﬁne ourselves mostly to the shipment of Iea,f tobacco, and
that not of good* quality, tobacco manufacture is now making a small beginning, and though .
the quality is still susceptible of improvement, the beginning is one full of ,promise. In the
enterprise being carried on at Ghazipore in the North-Western Provinces and at Poosah
in Bengal by Messrs. Begg, Dunlop & Co., of Caleutta, both the eultivation and manufacture
are carried on under the skilled supervision of American growers and curers. Some of their
tobacco which the French Consiil-General in Caleutta sent for trial to the Administration des
Tabacs in Paris has been very favourably reported on, and the Administration has asked for
further and much larger supplies to test it on a more extended scale. The following extracts

* Tho kinds most largely elipped consist of Rungpore tobacco,.ot‘ the deseriptions known under the name of Bispat and Poolah,
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. from a recent 1.'ep01't by Mr. E. C. Buck, C.S.,V Director of Agric’u_lture and Commerce, North-
Western Provinees, on the venture at Ghazipore and Poosah, are interesting as shewing what

can be do.ne by the combination of capital, energy, technieal skill, and perseverance, and also
the capacity for improvement possessed by Indian tobacco :— S

“ The factory is now turning out about 500 Tis. a day of all classes, the greater part of which is black
cavenc'lu.sh and honeydew, intended for sale to the army. The finer smoking mixtures are only turned out in
quantities required to meet the more limited demand for refined tobaccos. * * * The machinery is capable
. of turning out 8,500 bs. & day as soon as a sufficient numbér of hands have been properly trained. * * ¥

« Hit!lerto no Indian tobaceo has realised any valuation approaching that of American tobacco. Taking the
average price of the American leaf which is ealled shipping tobacco as 6d. to 64. a 1b. higher classes of bright
leaf from Virginia realise as much as 7. to 134. a Ib. the price of Indian tobacco has generally been from 14. to
2. a 1b. ;But_for the last year an excessive stock and anew tax have driven down the market for American
tobaceo to exceptionally low rates, and the lower.priced shipping leaf did not fetch more than 44.t0o 5. It was
at this time that the leaf raised in 1877 (the year of drought) reached England. The amount sent, as stated in
para. 6, was 15,000 Ibs. of Poosah leaf. '

¢The consignment was, however, packed in rather damp order, and contained a quantity of moisture which
caused it to be assessed under the highest rate of the new tariff which imposes 3¢ 104. duty on tobacco with
moisture over 10 per cent: agninst 8s 64. on tobacco with moisture under 10 per cent. This being o new
regulation, passed after the shipment of the consiznment, made a considerable difference in -the value of the
tobaceo, a difference estimated indeed by the English broker at 14, a 16, Had the regulation been promulga-
ted earlier, the loss could have been easily avoided. The price obtained was 3§d. which would have been 4id.
had ‘the tobacco been dryer, and the sale has been followed by a telegram from England to prepare for despatch
of large shipments. . * * * - :
« Thirdly, the market was more than 25 per cent. below its normal rate, and is now fast improving, partly
in eonsequénce of a bad season in America. '
¢ The high prices, however, Tealised both for the best samples of the 1876 and 1877 crops indicate very
etrongly that an Indian leaf can be turned out of equal quality to the best shipping tobacco from Ameries. A
tierce of strips from the 1876-77 crop from Ghazipore sold for 7d. a Ib. and the greater part of the rest for bd.
or more, while & portion of the Poosah leaf of 1877-78 was actually valued at 54. when the market was, 25 already
observed, 25 per cent. below normal rates. These facts seem sufficient to guarantee future success, since year by
year the quantity of the higher classes can be largely inereased, and the greater portion of the crop broug:ht to
the same higher level. The chief point to be ascertained was whdlier a sufficiently high level could be allained at
_all. It has been attatned. The cured leaf of 1878 is, indeed, very much superior to any which has been hitherto
turned out, especially that from Ghazipore. In all, 185,000 1bs. are now lying in “bulk’ in the curing-bouses,
of which from 50,000 to 100,000 1bs, will be shipped round the Cape at the end of the rains, and must, for the

reasons slready given, realise much higher prices than the consignment of 1877. ‘ 7

« A new market is not unlikely fo open in Frances The French Government have already asked for and
roceived samples, which they have pronounced to be better than any they have I_md from Indisf before, and they
have shewn their practical appreciation of its quality by asking for a larger cqnslgnment for trial, to the extent
of 1,000 or 1,500 tbs. * o * o °' _ L o

« Tt is necessary to explain why, if the prineipal object in view is competition _mth Amen(fan leaf, manu-
facture of smoking tobacco for Indian consuinption has occupied so large a share in the operations of the year.
The reason is simple, The Indian market, though. small, pays far more h:fndSOfna profits than the English
market. The price paid for reasonably good American mnnufwc}nued td])::,lcfoo hl;ltthlg coultxtry ranl,c,:.c:sl;1 .f_r;:lm one {t;;
three rupees a Ib. The Ghazipore and Poosah tobaceo is sold at just one-half that price, : a muach higher pro

i * *
than can be obtained by sending cured Teaf to England. . . _ ‘
* «'The success which is beci'ng obtained in Indian sales is as satisfactory as it could possibly be. Buyers are
pumerous in all parts of India, and in the majority of cases a first order has been followed by others from the .

game purchaser. Tradesmen are beginning to make large :holesa.le d:.mands, ancl numerous testimonials have been

i the excellent quality of the tobacco. ' ' o '
me“:‘ed Wtohll' e, e1:here£ore '%ndian cured leaf can find a sale in the English market at prices which will enable it to
te: the;e with A,merican cured leaf, Indian manufactured leaf is proved_ to compete Buccem-fl:lny.mf,h
ﬁgfm ;namgfactured leaf in India itself, with s fair prospect of success in a similar eompetition in the

colontes Jetails of the cost of preparing eured and manufactured tobacco, but

s iving exact
. « z:t;:efrf.nm E::fnolseéyrir:!: hf;v;ngrice of 4d. a 1b, for cared leaf in England and from 6 snnas to 10 annas
may ufacti id leaf in Indis will secure sufficient or even handsome profits. I*.Tow the Americans do not hefl-
for manufac m"cth can raise the price of the cured leaf to more than 54. a . in years of normal rates, while
tate to S:z' ht::pm:gd that they can readily sell manufactared fobacco at wholesale rates of 8 annas to 1 rupee a
' experien

. . leaf in England or for manufactured leaf in Ind_in, will more than command
1h, which prices, whether for cured : o mufctared lef o Tadi, il mrs han command
guccess. 'The' opening for profits w:]i ‘perhapi be bett:r unders p

an asset of about £5 an acre. .
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*The one great advantage which India has over America is the cheapness of labour. It is now pfoved that
the leaf is, for all practical purposes, as good as the American leaf, and there is hardly any doubt that the high
price of labour must handicap America, which cannot afford to send home leaf at the price at which India can
- gell. The prices of this year in England actually caused loss to many Ameriean exporters and growers, whereas -
they never reached a limit which does not leave a margin of profit to Indis.” -

Of other articles of the export frade it seems unnecessary to write on the Present'
occasion. Compared with those above detailed they are as yet of secondary importance, and
the trade of the year in them presents no particular features requiring special remark.

~ 101. The extent to which the people of India are dependent upon the land for their
support may be measured by the census returns and by the returns of the exports of articles
of Indian origin. The census returns shew us that out of an adult male population of 62
millions no less than 37,393,000 are directly engaged in agricultural operations. Adding fo
these 8,137,000 lahourers, the great bulk of whom are agricultural labourers, and adding
again those who are ‘classed under the head of *Independent and non-productive” a great
_proportion of whom derive their income from the land, we arrive at the conclusion that
at least 46 out of the 62 millions, or 74 per cent., derive their support from the land either
directly or indirectly.

102. Examining the returns of the export trade for the last oﬂicla.l year, we shall find that
out of the total recorded. value of R58,70,79,285, not more than R3,83,55,482, or 63 per
cent. represent the value of manufactured goods, nearly 55 crores (R54,87,23,853) or 932 per -
cent. being the value of the raw produce exported. This raw produce includes natural
productions like saltpetre, salt and borax, agncultura.l and forest produce, and the like, and T
~have also classed: under this head indigo, oils, opium, raw silk, unrefined sugar, tea, and leaf
tobacco, for although to fit these products for the market some manipulation is required, the
processes are not of such & nature as to justify their classification under the head of
“ Manufactures.” The chief heads of expori, 7. e., the staple products of India and most
important articles of our export trade, with the values attached to them during the year,
"'are as follow (the figures are repeated from para. 70) :— ‘

, R .. : R.
Coffee . « « e« . 1,64,36,427 Jute. ., . ., . . 3,80,04,263
Cotten .. . . . . 79180458 { Opiom . ., . ,12,99,39,787
Indigo . . . . 29604825 | Seeds. . . . . 4,67,50,356
Grainandpulse . . . 978,87,687 | 'Tea . . . .. . 81384235
Hides and skins . . . 3$,09,68,471 Wool . .-« « . 1,05,84574

.These ten groups represent an aggregate value of nearly 51 crorés (350,96,90,833), forming
more than 86} per cent. of the tofal exports of the year,

CUSTOMS DUTY
103 The gross returns for the last five years have been as follow :—

Imports. |  Exports. Total,

. R B B
-.1874-78 . - . - . e e . .} 4,38,48587 66,24,384 | §5,04,72,921
187576 . . . . . .« - .| 42583239 71,30,006 | 4,96,62,400
werr . . L [ 4,17,09,470 80,560,800 | 4,77,60,270.
1877-78 eoo o e e o e 487,172,064 56,66,439 | 5,04,8,508.
187879 Ce e e e o] 89583201 62,66,4,26 4,58,59,687
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Tl_lese _ﬁgurgs include the ifmport duty on salt which is as follows for the.last five yeh.rs t— -
. R ) R

18475 . . . . . .. 2,57,07,901

1876-76 . . .. . L. . 24163427

8777 . . . . . . . . 25172734

187778 . o 0 L L L L. . 26013028

, 87879 . . . - ... 23126614
It will be seen that salt forms more than half the aggregate return from customs duties. In

the public accounts this item is not classed under Customs at all, and we may leave it out
of account. - ‘ ' ' :

104. The impoi't duties are chiefly obtained from eotton manufactures, metals, and liquors.
Under the first of these heads the duty realised has been for the last five years 1~

| TR
18745 . . .. . . . . . 8007255 °
187576 . .. . . . . . . 17800862
187607 . . . . ... 7430490
877198 . . . . . .. . .. 8419725
187879 . L . - 68,10,755

In March 1878 the Government of India remitted theimport duty of 8% per cent. on all grey
"mule twist up to No. 32 and water twist up to No. 20, and it also exempted from the import

duty of 5 per cent. the following descriptions of grey piece goods when made of yarn not

above No. 30: T cloths under 18 reed, jeans, domestics, sheetings, and drills. It was
. "estimated that this remission would entail a maximum loss to the revenue of about £25,681.
The actual loss of duty which has occurred, comparing the return of the year with that of the
year preceding it, is more than 16 lakhs (£160,000). But this loss is by no means to
be attributed to the exemptions allowed by Government. As a matter of fact the whole
amount which would have been leviable on goods imported during the year and passed free
under the orders of exemption, would not have exceeded £15,410. The diminution in the
revenue is merely the result of the diminished imports of the year. '

 105. The duty on liquors reslised R36,19,505 compared with R35,80,279 in 1877.78.
This small increase, ig due to the duty on spirits which increased by over a lakh of rupees.
Under the other heads (malt liquors and wines) the duty fell off. _ ;

106. From copper there was a decreased revenue of over three-quarters of a lakh, while
iron just exceeds the revenue of the year before. In the aggregate there was a loss from
metals of over a lakh of rupees, the revenue of the year being R11,94,563, while that of
1877-18 was R18,00,657." o :

107. Sugar gave a largely increased return, the sum heing R6,28,026 against R3,31,806
in the previous year. Silk gave R6,34,491 against R6,81,542 in 1877-78, and woollen goods

| R4,21,654 against R3,94,120.

108. On the whole account, the import duties excluding salt in 1878-79 were less than
those of 1877-78 by nearly 23 lakhs, or 1222 per c?nt., of. which 1} lakh .is ?cco]mted for by
the exemptions allowed by Government. T!le remainder of. the diminution must be
- attributed principally to the restriction of trade in the year, and in & mu?]_m s-ma.l].far (_hgree to
' the excision from the Tariff in March 1878 of a number of articles yielding individually

small sums. - )

- 109. The export duties are nOW mainly obtained from ricé, the only other tw'o articles in

the export schedule being indigo and lac. All three articles are charged with duty at a fixed
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. rate on quantmy and not ad valorem or on fized tariff values. The fluctuations of duty
therefore under these heads are a measure of the fluctuations of the trade.

110. From rice and paddy the return was R57,08,462 -against B49,71,138. The duty.
" has inereased considerably and is more than it has been at any time during the last five years :

a olear indication. of the cessation of the famine demand and the reduction of prices, which
once again makes it profitable to ship to foreign ports. As indicating the increase of price,
. the fo]lowmo figures shewing the incidence ad valorem of the customs duty on rice are

.. of interest :— . .
" 1875-76 e e 10'15 per cent.
1876-17 T 1) ” '
1877-78 T - .
- 1878-79 2 (e
+. 11L The revenue from indigo and lac last year and this was— _
1877-78. 1878-79.
. - B
Indigo . . . . 4,99,352 4,36,765
Tae .. . . . 1,85,135 1,24,979

a material d.umnuhon in both cases, but the aggregate amounts involved are small.

COIN AND BULLION.
112 The registered imports of gold were valued at R1,46,30,495, this sum bemtr
11} lakhs less than the imports of 1877-78. The imports of gold have fallen off noin(_:ea.bly
since the disturbance in the relative values of gold and silver assumed an acute form, and on
the other hand the exports of this metal have very largely increased, being in 1878-79 in
excess of the imports, as will be seen from the figures of impoit and export for the last five

years. .The exports of gold are almost wholly from Bombay to the. United Kingdom :—

Imports. Exports. Net Imports.

‘ B R R
.1874-75 . . 2,08,92,363 21,57,009 1,87,35,354
1875-76 . 1,88,68,811 29,12,496 1,64,61,315
1876-77 . 1,44,37,115 1,23,63,617 20,783,498
: 187778 © . . 1,67,89,273 1,11,07,983 .  46,81,290
. ' . Net Exports.
1878-79 . 1,46,30,495 2,35,92,228 89,61,733

The imports and exports of silver are also shewn below. The enormous decrease in the
mports occurred in recelpts from the United Kingdom :—

Imports. Exports. Net Tmports,
B B R
1874-75 . . . 6,05,18,103 1,40,96,082 4,64,22,021
1875.76 . . 3,46,43,413 1,90,89,867 1,55,63,546
1876-77 . 9,99,24,082 2,79,35,361 7,19,88,721
187778 ° - 15,77,66,323 1,10,01,973 14,67,63,350
. 1878-79 . 5,59,36,991 1,62,30,005

3,97,06,936

| SHIPPING—FOREIGN TRADE,

113. The total numbers and tonnage of the shipping which entered and cleared at Indian
ports from and to foreign countries during the last five years were as follow, the figures
shewing & decrease in the numbers of the vessels in the year 1878-79 as compared with
the four previous years, as well as a decrease in the aggregate fonnage as compared with
the three preceding years, the average capacity of each vessel, however, remaining about the
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Same as j:ha.t of last year. This decrease of shipp'ing is the result of the falling off of the
foreign trade and very low range of freights during the year :—

No. Tons. Average tonnage.
1874.75 e e e e e 12,437 4,895,642 - 888
1875-76 . . - . . . .. ' 12,460 5,4.28,9'86 435 -
187677 ¢ . . . . .« .| . 12764 5,634,042 44
1877-78 e S e e e 12,587 5,754,379 459
1878.79 C e . N v L. . 11,728 '5,366,734 458

114, The number and tonnage of the vessels enfered and cleared are given below, The
decrease in the numbers of vessels entered and cleared occurred in all the five provinces.
There was a general falling off also in the aggregate tonnage. In Madras and British
Burma the tonnage of vessels cleared shews a slight increase as compared with 1877-78,
but a decrease as compared with the fwo years preceding :—

R  Enterod. , © Cleared.
No. - Toms. . _ No, Tons,
8476 . . . . - 6,355 | 2,434,929 6,082 | 2,390,618
187678 . . . - i . 6,269 2,699,998 8,201 | = 2,799,063
8871 . . . . . .| 6318 2,791,884 6,988 | 2,842,158
18118 .« . . e e 8,353 2,877,649 8,184 2,876,730
187879 . . . . - 5,780 2,656,961 5,946 2,800,773

115.’ The foregoing tables include sailing vessels as well as steamers undistinguished. The
following figures, relating to steamers separately, shew the steady progress which has been
made during the past five years in the employment of steam power in the carrying trade
between India and other countries; the percentage of steam tonnage to the total tonnage.
being about 39 per cent. in 1874-75, over 41 per cent. in the two following years, 44 per |

cent. in 1877-78, and 45 per cent. in 1878-79:—

; Steamers ontered. . Steamers cleared.

No. Tons, " No. Tons.
1BUATE . . - e e e e e 819 944,253 808 928,218
16TET6 . e e e .. -| o es | 1,007,284 1,024 1,146,916
187677 . .+ - . = e« 1000 L167,075 | 1,085 1,191,361
1877-78 1,128 1,265,887 1,244 1,279,180
1878-79 ‘1,007 - | 1,155,646 | 1,117 1,271,489

ing and leaving India without cargoes are
116. The number and tonnage of steamers_entenn . . :
ing 1 derably less than those which enter in
given below, the numbers leaving 1t Pa]last being considera y les . o
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thaf condition, this being marked]y the case in Bangal where 4.1 vessels entered and only one'

left in ballast during 1878- 79 —_

"1874-75
187576
- 1876-77
1877-78
£ 1878.79

42 ).
Steamers entered in ballast. | Steamers cleared in ballast.
No. Tons, No. Tehs.
81 78,718 26 21,714
102 180,414 41 - 21,905
168 131,366 43 26,028
158 . | 141,641 58 40,665
129 111,500 87 80,823

117, The following table shews the total number and tonné.ge of all vessels, sailing and '
steam, which entered and cleared in ballast during the last five years, and the percentage of
the tonnage of the entries and clearances in ballast, fo the total tonnage entered and cleared :—

1874-75
1875.76
1876-77

1877-78 -

1878-79

Vessels entered in ballast. ' 'Vesselsclenmdin ballast.
No. Tons. Percentage. No. Tons. Percentage.
2,799 | -.687,149 s %61 " 816 112,368 47
2,624 650,030 247 855 | 124,122 44
T 2,818 716,88# 25-6 1:;115 144,746 50
2,705 - 712,781 24-7 1,324 180,434 62
2,260 553,686 21'7 | 1,046 262,061 |- 93

Here also, as in the case of steamers only, the entries without cargoes are far in excess
of the clearances in that state. A great proportion of the numbers of arrivals and departures
in ballast consists of native craft under the head of Madras, trading between the southern
ports of that Presidency and Ceylon.

118. The figures givén below shew the number and tonnage of vessels .adoptmg the Suez
‘Canal route, which entered and cleared at Indian ports, with the percentage of the steam
tonnage passing through the canal to the total steam tonnage engaged in the Indian trade
with foreign countries. The figures shew a fa]lmg off in the tonnage corresponding with the
decrease of trade in the past year :—

187475
1875-76
1876-77

1877-78
1878.79

Entries vi6 Suez Canal. Clearances vid Suéz Total Entries and Clearances vid
. . Canal. Soez Canal.
' 1 : - T to .
No. Tons. No. Tons. - No. Tons. :or::ln:agte:m
. « | tonmege.
413 | 575,892 409 558,076 822 { 1,135,068 60
- 483 | 704,325 | 522 | 735,045 1,605 | 1,440,270 64
5.04’ 744,216 536 714 475 1,040 1,618,690 64
569 | 815,088 668 | 802,806 1,187 | 1,617,839 | .64
437 670,708 - 604, 753,25f§~ 7 1,426,967.). 569




-119. The foll_owing Fub_le Vishews the movement of shipping during the past three years
between Indm and the principal countries with which trade is carried on. ‘The figures repre-
sent entries and clearances combined. The tonnage employed in the trade with the United

Kingdom was during the first two years 50 per cent. and in the-

 total tonnage engaged in the trade of India with foreign countries :—

past year 48 per cent. of .the

187877 1877.78. 1878-79.
. Barmow Possesmoxe— - - Vessels. Tous. Vessels. Tous. | Vessels. | Toms.
~ United Kingdom. . N 2,280 | 2,789,721 2,298 | 2,004,866 1,861 2;468,34.4
Aden . ... 108 87,972 |- 60 | 43,304 50| 40,305
CAwstalia .. L 104 | 117,682 149 181,628 115 | 183,508
West Indies 8| 6018 12| 18,336 10| 8906
Ceylon | 6,895 | 847,392 6,383 | 768,377 8,035 | 771,082
Cape of Good Hope . 90 | 50,53 03 | 62,224 78| 50,839
Hong Kong . 2 74| 93,926 74| 94,382 75 | 96,658
Mauritius 917 | 154,766 924 | 173,154 955 | 185,511
- Straits . 688 | 859,838 6617 336,816 no| ssero1
Fqnnmfv COUNTRIES— | ' . N
Austria . 20| 84,808 36| 43,474 s1| 89,948
' France - 208 | 189,961 208 | 173,838 168 | 141,212
Getmany 45| 44,204 83 | er5er or | 25,48
Ttaly | 148,687 19| 148328 96 | 126,684
Russia . - . s 8] 2207 2 1,952 3 2,677
Fastern Coast of Africa . 06| 1sses| . 100| rmap| 144 26,371
‘United States. . . o3 | 121,238 97 | 108,182 126 | 159,710
South and Central America 50 | 48,391 60| 57,915 67 | 71,81
Cilina.—'TgeatyPoﬁs so| 45470 88| 60998 42| 67,920
‘Arabia e e 433 98,504 454 93,628 | . '.49‘1 119,836
‘.Persial Lol e 267 | 91,487 828 | 118,507 | - 324 135,4@1

120. ‘Naiional;ities.—ﬁ—The ﬁgurés for vessels under British and British Indian reglstry are
'given' below, the proportion to the total tonnage being 75:64 for the former and, 7-28 for the
Jatter in 1877-78, as compared with 74:87 and 8-56 respectively in the year under review :— )

Brrmism, Bermsm Ispux,
Veasels. Tons, A“mf‘m" Vessels, Tous. A"E‘f‘z_mn'
187475 . < .8,419 | 5,305,302 967 | 4442 | 504702 11
1875-76 8,448 | 8,725,075 | 1,080 | S,970 | 534,946 | 185
187617 . | 3,674 | 4014511 | 1,088 | 3,688 | 636,080 | 145
187778 . . 8,353 | 4,952,380 [ 1,130 | 8,007 | 418774 139
 1878.79 . 854l (4018182 [ 1185 [ 8162 | 459,262 | - 145
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. 191, Foreign shipping represented 15-85 per cent. in 1876-77, 13 41 per cent in1877- 78
and 1262 in 1878-79 of the aggregate tonnage.
vessels employed in the trade for the last five years are as follow :—

1874-75

1875-76 -

1876-77

187778
187879

The number and tonnage of the foreign

Vessels.

1,665

1,704

1,465

1,617
11,261

Tons.
859,236

953,466
864,932

771,994

677,386

: A‘vemge tonnage,

516
- 560
590 .

509
- 537

. Theé ‘average tonnage of foreign vessels is, it will be seen, less than half that of British

vessels. A large proportion of them consists of small barques and brigs trading hetween
Indis and Mauritius or Réunion, or the Mediterranean Coast, and the Arab vessels are
almost all what -are called dhows and buggalows, 'mostly cranky and unseaworthy craft.
The proportion of steamers fo sailing vessels in the foreign shipping is shewn below : —

1875-76
1876.77
'1877-78
1878.79

Srasmzes. SatriNG VEssEis.

No. N Ton.s; No. Tong.
209 918,082 1,495 785,384
176 . 180,905 1,289 684,027
161 160,255 1,356 611,739
137 143,169 1,124 584,217

192, The total number and tonnage of the principal foreign shipping engaged in the trade,
as compared with 1877-78, are shewn in the following table. Only French and Gérman vessels
exhibit an increase in numbers and aggregate tonnage, there being a decrease in vessels of

‘other nationalities :—
- 187718, 1878-79. a 1877-78.. 1878.79.
- (Ne.® 87 29 ' No. 10 2
Austrian ‘ Russian _ i
Tons 45,9858 37,676 Tons 7,172 - 2,781
_ (No. . 298 244 No. 44 | 18 .
*French Swedish ' ) ‘
Tons 126,312 141,242 : Tons 25,465 9,126
No. 93 99 " (No. 136 122
German : ‘ Armeriean :
: Tons 75,433 80,378 ‘ Tons , 162,125 147,815
No. 191 184 © (No. . 635 485
Italian . Arab -
Tons . .158,178 112,779 . Tons °, - 74,858 67,431
No. 73 36 )
Norwegian
: Tons . 64,491 33,709
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123. Natwe Craft. --The figures for numbers and tonnage of native craft entered an
cleared are given below, the proportion to the total tonnage being 3'67 in 1877-:8 and 3-9

in 1878-79 :—
. ) Vessels. Tons,
18741-7 5 . . . . 2,911 156,302
1875-76 . . . 3,338 215,499
1876-77 . . . . 3,937 218,639
- 1877-78 - . . o . 4,150 211,231
V187879 .. . 3,762 211,904

A-vemgo tonnage.
54
65
68
61
56

A very large proportion of these vessels consists of open boats, undecked or partially decke
crait, plying between the ports on the Madras Coast, in the Gulf of Kutch, and along th
-line of coast from Kurrachee southwards. The masters only venture out in the fair weathe
.monsoon, hardly ever lose sight of land, anchor for the night, and altogether exhibit th

prudence which the fragile and unsafe character of the vessels requires.

", 124. The following figures shew the share of each Province in the movement of shipp{n

with cargoes for the last five years :—

Vessels. Tons,
(1874-75 . « . L309 1,395,164
: {87576 . . . 1456 1,602,695
BENGAL .. J{1876-77 < . 1,541 1,763,017
1877718 . . . 1,639 - 1,820,524
. | 1878-79 ... 1480 1,645,762
1874 . . . 1,608 1,074,086
- 187676 -+ . - . . 1,508 1,145,233
BoMBAY . . [1876-77 . . - 1,637 1,199,269
' - 878 . . . 1,871 1,349,444,
| 1878-79 .« . 18632 1,167,044
(187475 . . . 528 122,664
‘ 1875-76 c .. 615 202,152
S . . . (187697 . . . 518 201,056
187718 . . . 643 205,644
\1878-79 . . . 618 205,742
(187475 . . . 4,458 875,789
|1s576 . . . 4,105 887,100
MaDRAS . .{1876-77 ... 4,034 888,888
L : 1877-78 . e . 8487 809,002
'\ 1878-79 .. ... 8144 825,435
(1874-75 e 920 608,322
. 1875-76 .. . 1207 817,654
- Brrmisg BurMA . { 1876-T7 . . . 1,101 730,184 :
- : 1877-718 e 992 676,460
| 1878-79 . e . 996 707,114
1]
DEPARTMENT OF FINARCE . . . J. E. O'CONOR,
AND COMMERCE, } Assistant Secretary.
" GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

(ovemnment Central Press.—No, 200 C, P.~18-12-70.—250.
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