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:fREFAOE. 

NDIA., at the present day, is a subject so closely interestIng to tlus country, that 

the tItle of thls woxk is, in itself, almost sufficient to introduce it, and ensure 

lts welcome 

Y. Rousselet, the acoomphshed French author, has done ,good service to- our own 

countrymen and women. Although nearly every family sends out a relatIon or mend 

to spend some of the best years of hfe in that vast reglon, stJ.Il It cannot be said that any 

considerable knowledge of those lands is at all widely drlfused. Faw European. travellers 

have sufficient leisure for prolonged investlgation; the opportumties of official resIdents are 

usually greatly curtailed by the pressure of business, and a great deal ~f Indian travel is 
for the most part performed as qUlckly as pOSSIble at the call of duty. 

The French author has presented to the reader the connected result of a "six years' study 

of the architectural monuments, religlOus behefs and symbols dating back to earhest hlstory, 

works of art, systems of civilization, and progress, m an easy style calculated to fix the 

attention of the lightest as well as of the more serious reader. The Clrcumstance of the 

traveller havmg but very shght natlonal connection With the country explored, 18 of itself 

an advantage, as he bnngs a fresh mmd and independent ideas to bear upon his subject, 

free from any preconceived bias or prejudice. He descnbes his impressions e~actly as he 

experienoed them, and one cannot wonder that hls prevailing sentiment was one of 

enthuslastlo admiration of what he saw 

The title of the work indicates the chief object of the author. He was comparatively' 

mdrll'el'ent to the India of rwlways, hotels, and telegraphs. He was bent on VlSltIng the 

courts and countrles ruled by native prmces, great and small, of all ranks and all creeds, 

and to see for hlmself what are the modes of hfe and conditions of oivilizatlon among 

the stately chieftains of batlve India. Wlth this view he VlSited the- kmgdoms of the 

principal Yabrattah and YallOmedan sovereigns-Scinma, Holkar, the Gmcowar, the late 

Queen of Bhopal and of the Nizam, and has graphioally recorded his expenences, while 

Bome of his most viVld descriptions are devoted to the :romantio hlstory and aclnevementa of 
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the ancestors of the Rajahs of Central Inma. He makes lus reader acquainted WIth the 

heroic traditIons as well as the dally lives of the representatives of those anClent RaJpoot 

houses at the present day. 
Those who are already familiar with the subjeots of tlus work W1ll find pleasure in 

recalhng to memory the scenes and objects so well descnbed, wlule the reader who has 

no personal acquaintance with a country as yet scarcely touched by railways or even 

metalled roads, may, by the aId of a multitude of excellent Illustrations, accompany the 

hvely French traveller in imagination on lus Indian journey. The engravings speak for 

themselves, and W1ll probably give a better idea of what there is to see in the N auve 

States of Inma than has ever been given before. The descriptions of court We and scenes 

at Baroda W1ll have special interest at the present tIme: these WIll probably, in their • 

reahty, never be seen agam 
Thls work deals WIth many subjects, many people of totally dlff'erent creeds and habIts, 

as well as with the conmtIon of the country past and present j but there is not a word in it 

that could offend, and it is recommended WIth confidence to the Indian as well as the 

"'English reader. ' 

l'HE EDITOR 
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