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DEDICATED TO 

"THE KING." 
Who is the king? The man who holds the plough r 

There in lugh heaven is his charter set. 
Pncked in eternal stars, tho' never yet 

Has thought to rule; a thousand years, as now, 
Has brought his brother bread, regardless how 

The bread was shared; and, heedlessly, has let 
KnaVISh usurpers wear the coronet-

The regal crown alone awaits his brow. 

And humbly he will serve, and be the king ; 
Bringmg the clean counsels of the sunny field 

Unto Ius Parhament, and everytlung 
Shall know the wholesome wmd and ram, and yield 

To the insprrabon of the open places ; 
And God shall see His image in our faces. 

ANDUW DODDS. 



PREFACE 
THE history of fanning should be ,mtten by a 
farmer. A history of labourers should be written 
by a labourer. This history suffers from the defect 
that it is not written by a labourer. It is, however, 
written by one who has tilled the land for many 
years and has tried to survey rural England through 

-the eyes of a farm worker. Therefore I have written 
this history of the agricultural labourer as a par­
taker of hi$ life, rather than from the detached point 
of view of the spectator, or the man of the study. 
To my mind the only honest historian is he who is 
not afraid to wear his heart upon his sleeve, as 
Cobbett did when he wrote his Rural Rides. A 
Gradgrind historian in exhibiting his selected facts 
is accurate at the expense of truth. 

I have tried to interest the student in a life 
which has been considered prosaic to the point of 
stolidity, by showing him that it is filled with great 
adventures. He will find many references to 'Blue 
Books, sufficient, at any rate, I hope, to satisfy the 
academic mind j but my chief authorities bear 
names which it would be fruitless to mention, for 
they are the obscure folk who follow the plough, 
who drive the cattle from the pastures, and who 
fold the sheep at the foot of the Downs. They are 
the unrecorded men who give us our daily bread. 
It is to them that I and my readers owe thanks. 
One'day, let us hope, some Englishman, who has 
endured with fortitude the life on the land, with all 
i~ pain and pleasure, will tell the story as it should 
he told, in words of imperishable beauty. ~ 

F. E. GREEN. 



Author's Note. 

IN the making of this book I have had the valuable 
assistance of Mr. Arthur \Y. Ashby, who has kindly 
read the proof sheets j and of Mr. Ernest Selley, 
the author of Village Trade Unions in Two Centuries. 
who has provided me with much information 
which has been laboriously acquired. Mr. Frederick 
Verinder generously put at my disposal the only 
complete copies in existence, I believe, of the Red 
Van Reports, and the Church Reformer. The 
Presidents and Secretaries of the two great unions 
involved, the National Agricultural Labourers' and 
Rural \Vorkers' Union, and the \Vorkers' Union, 
namely Messrs. \Y. R. Smith, M.P., R. B. \Valker, 
John Beard, and Charles Duncan, have allowed 
me free access to their books and papers; and 
Sir Henry Rew has helped me in the compilation 
of the Appendices. To all of these and to many 
others, my thanks are due; and I should like to 
add, that I alone am responsible for the statements 
expressed. 

F. E. G. 
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A HISTORY OF THE 

ENGLISH AGRICULTURAL 

LABOURER. 
INTRODUCTION. 

WHEN German siege guns hammered at the gates of Western 
civilisation and the waters of our island home were haunted 
with enemy submarines, then it was that a " nation of shop­
keepers" awoke to the fact that the invaluable worker 
was he who tilled its fields. Everybody who needed bread 
to sustain life became alarmingly aware that it was the farm 
worker who was the giver. A further discovery was made 
by our manufacturing classes, and this was that the agricul­
turist was a highly skilled worker. Those who- answered 
to the Call of the Country to perform work of national 
importance in the field and stockyard soon found how clumsy 
were their attempts at agricultural work compared with the 
skill of the ploughman, the shepherd, the stockman, and 
even with that of the" ordinary" agricultural labourer. 

As we delve into history what astonishes us most of all 
is, that there should be any agricultural labourers sur­
viving in our country: for though agriculture is the oldest of 
the crafts, since factory chimneys have flourished at its 
expense, it has been th~ l~asChon~ured and the worst paid. '" 
During tIie war;-a lIeinber of the HouseorcOnUnons startled 
that august assembly with the truth steeped in irony, that. 
it was more difficult to replace a skilled carter than a Cabinet 
l\&ister. 

That we still have skilled agricultural workers amongst 
us we owe to their supreme quality of patient endur!.ccc. 

VOL. II. 1 B 



APPENDIX I 
AVERAGE PRICES, PER IMPERIAL QUARTER, OF 

BRITISH CORN, IN ENGLAND AND WALES FROM 
1850 TO 1919 

'lear. Wheat. Darley. Oats. Year. Wheat Darley. Oats. 

s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 
1850 40 3 23 5 16 5 1885 32 10 30 I 20 7 18511 38 6 24 g 18 7 1886 31 0 26 7 19 0 
1iS2 40 9 28 19 I 1887 32 6 25 4 16 3 
I 53 53 3 33 2 21 0 1888 31 10 27 10 16 9 
1854 72 5 36 0 27 II 1889 29 9 25 10 17 9 1855 74 8 34 9 27 5 1890 31 II 28 8 18 7 1856 ~g 2 41 I 25 2 1891 37 0 28 2 20 0 
1857 4 42 I 25 0 1892 30 3 26 2 19 10 
1858 44 2 34 8 24 6 1893 26 4 25 7 18 9 1859 43 9 33 6 23 2 1894 22 10 24 6 17 I 
1860 53 3 36 7 24 5 1895 23 I 21 II 14 6 
1861 55 4 36 I 23 9 1896 26 2 22 II 14 9 1862 55 5 35 I 22 7 1897 30 2 23 6 16 II 
1863 44 9 33 II 21 2 1898 34 0 27 2 x8 5 1864 40 2 29 II 20 I 1899 25 8 25 7 17 0 
1865 41 10 29 9 21 10 1900 26 II 24 II 17 7 1866 49 II 37 5 24 7 1901 26 9 25 2 18 5 1867 64 5 40 0 26 0 1902 28 I 25 8 20 2 1868 63 9 43 0 28 I 1903 26 9 2~ 8 17 2 1869 48 2 39 5 26 0 1904 28 4 22 4 16 4 1870 46 II 34 7 22 10 1905 29 8 24 4 17 4 1871 56 8 36 2 2S 2 1906 28 3 24 2 18 4 1872 57 0 37 4 23 2 1907 30 7 25 I 18 10 1873 58 8 40 5 25 5 1908 32 0 25 10 17 10 1874 55 9 44 II 28 10 1909 36 II 26 10 18 II 
1875 45 2 38 S 28 8 1910 31 8 23 I 17 4 1876 46 2 35 2 26 3 19II 31 8 27 3 18 10 18n 56 9 39 8 25 II 1912 34 9 30 8 21 6 1878 46 S 40 2 24 4 1913 31 8 27 3 19 I 1879 43 10 34 0 21 9 1914 34 II 27 2 20 II 1880 44 4 33 I 23 I 1915 52 10 37 4 30 2 1881 45 4 31 II 21 9 1916 58 S S3 6 33 5 1882 ,,45 I 31 2 21 10 1917 75 9 64 9 49 10 1883 41 7 31 10 21 S 1918 72 10 69 0 49 4 1884 35 B JO 8 20 3 1919 72 II 75 9 S2 5 • 

• 335 



APPENDIX II 
AVERAGE CASH WAGES PER WEEK OF ORDINARY 

AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS 
FROM MR. \VILSON Fox's REPORT ON WAGES, ETC., 01' AGRICULTURAL 

LABOURERS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 1905. Cd. 2376. 
ThlS Table should be compared with pnces of Bnt1~h corn. 

I England Engl3lld Eastern 
Counties and Eastern and of Eng- England and, Wales. Countles Wales. 

Year 1850- of England. Year 1850- land. Wales. 
1850- 1874-190 3 190 3 1850-190 3 190 3 190 3 (128 farur..). 

(69 (12 farms). (69 (12 farms). farms). 
farm~). 

-----------
s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d .• 

1850 9 31 8 8 1874 13 7 13 21 I3 III 
1851 9 21 8 3 1875 13 7 12 IIi 14 0 
1852 9 3 8 61 ..... 1876 13 8 13 I 14 It 
1853 9 II 

9 ur" 1877 13 8 12 10} 14 II 
1854 10 8 II 2 ..:1.\'" 1878 13 8 I3 o} 14 Ot .. 
1855 10 II} II 5 !~ 1879 13 3} 12 51 13 81 !l .. 1856 II Ot II 5 ~i- 1880 13 2} 12 I 13 7! !c. 
1857 10 II} 10 II e:!~~ 1881 13 2 12 0 13 71 0 

xo T~: 
... 1858 10 9i 1882 13 2} 12 I 13 71 s. 

1859 IO 8t 10 2! ll-tE 1883 13 3 12 ot 13 8 "2:;; 
1860 10 II 10 8 Mi 1884 13 2! II III 13 7} ~~ 
1861 II I 10 10 c; J :: 1885 13 I II 5 13 51 ..,$ "' ... 
1862 10 7 ~~~ 1886 2} ... 

II I I2 II II I3 4 ~: 

1863 tl 0 10 II' ~ 1887 12 9! 10 II} 13 21 C"" 
8.1l 

1864 II ot 10 3 1888 12 91 IO 7t 13 21 !! 
1865 II 3 IO 5 1889 12 10! 10 II I3 4 ~l 1866 II 6 10 II 18go 13 o! II ot 13 6 _2 
1867 II II II 6} 1891 13 4 II 91 13 91 811 
1868 12 0 II 9 1892 13 5 II 8 13 IO ii 
1869 II 8} II 3 1893 13 31 II 4t 13 9 :2 
1870 II IO} II I! 18941 13 3 II I 13 8 ~~ 

81 ... 1871 12 I II 7} 1895 13 21 II 0 13 ... " -"" 1872 12 8} 12 d 1896 13 4 II II 13 9 .. " 
" 1873 13 4 13 01 1897 13 5 II 6 13 10} ~ 
II 

1898 13 8t 12 3 14 11 !! 
<II 

1899 I3 lOt I2 6} 14 4 
IgoO 14 51 13 II 14 10 
19o1 14 61 13 21 I4 II 
1902 I4 7 13 21 14 III 
Igo3 14 7 I3 21 II III J 

Igo7 14 9 12 62 

.EngJand Norfoll< " 
Sullolk 

Note.-Extra eammgs per week: Ordinary Labourers. rod.; Horse-
.. m;n. IS. 6d.; Cattlemen. IS. Sd.; Shepherds, IS. lod. • 

In 1894 wheat dropped to its lowest recorded figure. 22S. rod. 
I. Cd • .5 .. 60. 



APPENDIX III 
TABLE SHOWING AVERAGE PRE-WAR WEEKLY EARN­

INGS OF ORDINARY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 
JNCLUDING CASff WAGES, EXTRAS AND ALLOWANCES TOGETHER WITH IlINUIUIl 

WEEKLY W AGB AND HOURS OV EMPLOYMENT FOR MALE AGRICULTURAL 
WORKER" OJ' 21 YEARS AND l'PWARDi ON OCTOBEIi 6, 1919-

Co\lllty. 

.,anl Board Central I Wages Board, 0' 0' Agn· ~a. l!:::!. October, J919· 

l:;!t E":;'~~~, 1100 EnqUiry MlDllnum HOUR.' 
Ig07.' Jgl2. Enquiry. IgU-IJ Wage. SUID,'WID' 

--:-::-----::-----I---:~ ___ 1912-13 ______ mer Ier 
NORTHERN COUNTIES. S. d. s. d. S d s d 5 d 

Northumberland. - 24 8 24 8 25 0
6

} 50 
Durham. • - 24 8 24 10 25 42 6 
Cumberland. 20 3 18 6 22 6 20 0 40 0 50 
Westmorland 20 Q IS 6 18 0 20 6 40 0 50 

Av"af'. • • • . 20 S - 22 6 23 3 
• YORKS, -LANCASIlIRE AND C .. Esm RE. 
Yorlfs-EDst Rtdlllg 19 6 -

North Rldlllg • 19 10 20 10 
\'Pest Rldlllg. 20 2 20 2 
Whole County. 19 10 -

J.ancashlre • , •• 20 8 U 0 
lhesillre. • • • • • If) I 18 8 

AVila!:,. • • • • 19 9 -
NORTH AND WEST MIDLA ND CO\' NTII;:S. 

J.elCestershlre 18 9 -
Hutland. • 17 0 17 I 
I.mcolnshire • 19 5 17 6 
Nottlnghamshir'} 19 5 19 5 
Derbyshire • 20 10 22 6 
Gloucestprshlre. 16 3 -
Herefordshlre •• 17 I 17 9 
Shropslllre • I 8 2 18 0 
Staffordshire. 18 10 19 6 

21 5 
21 7 
22 I 
21 8 
22 0 
19 6 
21 1 

Wol'Ct'!tershlre 16 3 16 0 
Warwickshire • • • • 17 2 17 I 20 2 

Avnag,. • • • • 18 4 19 8 

19 I 
20 3 
21 3 
20 9 
20 9 
17 5 
20 0 
20 0 
20 2 
16 6 

SOUTH MIDLAND AND EAST ERN CO UNTIES 
~hddlese~ • 20 3 -
HcrtIordshlre . 16 10 16 3 
Buckmghamshlre 16 II -
Oxfor<bhlre. • 14 II -
Northamptonshire 16 9 -
Huntingdonshlre 16 2 -
Dpdtord.JlIre 16 3 -
Cambridgeshire 16 3 -
E5Se:l. • • 16 4 -
Suffolk 15 9 -
Norfolk • • • • • • 15 4 IS II 

Avnag'. • • • • 16 J _ 
SOUTII EASTERN C(>UNTIES. 
Surrey •• 
J-..ent • 
SlIsseX • 
Hampshire 
llerkshlre • 

Awrarl. • • . • 
SOUTII WESU.RN COUNTIES. 
WtltshU"e • 

,DorsetshlI'e 
DevonshlI'e •• 
Cornwall ••• 
Somerselshu-e • • • • 

All",/" • 
,II" ERAGE YOR ENGLAND 

18 9 
18 10 
17 9 
17 5 
16 8 
18 1 

I~ 0 
16 I 
17 9 
17 7 
17 3 
14 10 

17 6 

18 7 
18 3 
17 4 

21 6 
18 9 
18 0 
17 0 
18 :I 
19 0 
17 6 
19 9 
19 0 
18 0 
17 6 
18 6 

19 'I 
2J 10 
19 2 
18 II 
18 9 
19 7 

17 2 
17 7 
19 0 
17 0 
18 6 
17 10 

1910 

21 5 
20 2 
20 9 

19 8 
20 0 
IQ 8 
18 7 
25 3 
16 6 
17 6 
19 10 
19 6 
17 II 
17 4 
19 2 

41 0 

39 6 
39 0 

37 6 
37 6 
40 6 
38 0 
37 6 
36 6 
36 6 
37 0 
38 6 
36 6 
36 6 

50 

50 
So 

50 ~8 
50 48 
50 48 
50 48 
So 48 
50 48 
50 48 
5e 48 
50 48 
50 48 
50 48 

21 3 40 6 So 48 
17 9 38 6 50 48 
18 3 36 6 So 48 
15 5 36 6 50 48 
17 3 36 6 So 48 

.16 6 36 6 50 48 
16 3 36 6 50 48 
16 4 36 6 So 4S 
16 6 38 6 So 48 
16 0 36 6 So 48 

~~ ~ 3~ 6 ~ 48 

1810 
21 :I 
18 2 
1610 
16 10 
18 4 

17 3 
17 0 
17 II 
19 ,. 
18 3

9 17 

39 6 so 
39 6 50 
38 6 50 
37 6 50 
36 6 50 

36 6 
36 6 
37 6 
37 6 
36 6 

50 48 
50 48 
50 48 
so 48 
50 48 - -

l For pwposes of companson these wages are based OIl a unuonn workJng week 
of so and 48 hours, though higher rates were allowed where the statutorv hours were longer. • '# 

\'01.. II. 337 z 



APPENDIX III. 

WEEI .. :LY CASH WAGES, ALLOWANCES AND EARNINGS 
OF AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN WALES 

County. 

Fltntslure 
Denblghshll'e 
Carnarvon • 
Anglesey 
Merionethshll'c. 
Montgomeryshire 
Cardlganshlre • 
Radnorshlre • 
Brecknockshire. 
Carmarthenslure 
Pembrokeshlre. 
Glamorganshlre 
Monmouthshlre 

AVERAGE FOR 
WALES. 

• ALL CLASSES 

Allowances 
Cash Wages and Extra Total Earnings. 

E.u:01I1g5. 

Central Board Central C<-ntral 
Board of Land Land noardof Land 
Trade, AssOCJa· 

of Asso- Trade, Associ.· Trade, 1907. tlon. 1'/b7. Olahon 1907. tJon, 
1912-13 19U-13 '9"-'3 
---------- ----

s. d. s d s. d. s d 5 d. s d. 
15 II 18 0 2II 3 8 18 10 ax 8 
13 II 20 0 4 2 4 6 18 1 24 6 
13 10 17 6 4 9 3 0 18 7 20 6 
11 9 16 6 S 9 3 3 17 6 19 9 
13 3 q 3 4II 7 6 18 :z 21 9 
12 8 18 I 311 3 1 16 7 2I 2 
11 6 15 9 5 0 I 6 16 6 17 3 
11 1 10 0 5 7 7 6 16 8 17 6 
14 7 13 10 4 2 5 6 18 9 19 4 
13 9 19 I 4 " 5 0 18 I 24 I 
12 9 9 10 .. G S 6 17 3 J8 4 
IS 8 19 5 3 7 3 3 19 3 22 8 
14 9 17 3 3 " I 10 18 1 19 I 

---------- -
13 9 16 2 4 3 .. S 18 0 20 7 

-
Wage. Boa"t. 
October, 19'9 

--
Ii 

Minlm"'n ~. a 
Wage. S 

II ~ 

----.-- - -
5. d. 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
37 6 50 411 
36 6 50 48 
36 6 50 48 
37 6 w 48 
37 6 50 48 
41 6 50 48 
41 6 50 48 
--- - -

37 6 50 ,8 

No/e.-In some cases the IIIlnlmum Wage appltes to all classes. In albe" 
higher rates are allowed for horsemen, shepherds, etc., 



APPENDIX IV 
~IINUWlI RATES OF WAGES (APRIL 19. 1920) IN FORCE FOR ZtIALE WORKERS,21 YEARS OF AGE 

AND OVER IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 

10 lb. areas of the DistrICt Was .. CollllDltteeo for '-

~ Derkshue •••••••••• 
lQ Buclunghamshire. • • • • • • • • • 

Brecon and Radnor . • • • • • • • 
Cornwall.. •• •• •• •• .• 
Derbyshue •••••••. .. 
Devonshue.. •• •• •• .. .. 
Dorset •• .. .. .. .. .. 
Hampshire.. •• .• •• •. .. .• 
Herefordshire • • • • • • • • . • 
Lelcestershue and Rutland • • • . .• • • 
Northamptonshue (including the Soke oi Peterborough) 
Nottmghamshue •• • • • • . • • • • • 
Oxfordslure .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Pembroke. Carmarthen and Cardigan •• • . • • 
Shropslure .. • • .. .. .. .. .. 
Somerset.. .. .. .. .. .. •• 
Wlltslure •• •• .• •• •. .• .• 
Worcestersrure • • • . • • • • • • • . 

1II1111I11WDI---,.---- ----;---
Overtun. Rates. ~H.,t1rs per week for Emplovment. 

Rates. W':k I On 10 I In 
days: Sundays. Summer. Wmter. 

5. d. s. d. s d. 

42 0 I I I 31 so 



Overbme Rates. Hours per week for 
Emplovment 

In the areas of the DIStrict Wages Com11llttees for - MUllmum 
Rates On I On In l In Week· Sundays Summer Wmter days 

StaffordshIre s d. s d. s d .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. "} 42 6 I I 31 50 48 Sussex I .. .. " " " .. ., " " " 

Kent " .. " .. .. .. 
:J Lancashire (excludmg the Furness Dlstnct) .. .. ., .. 43 6 I I I 4 50 48 

Surrey .• ., •. " " " .. . , .. .. 
Llncolnslure .. .. .. .. . , .. .. 44 6 I II I 4 50 48 

Yorkshire .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 45 0 I II I 4t 50 'IS 

Glamorgan and Monmouth '0 .. .. o. .. .. . , .. 45 6 I 2 I 'It 50 48 

{workmen employed wholly or mainly as Horsemen, 
~I 58 Anglesey and Carnarvon Cowmen, Shepherds, or Hwsmyn (Balhffs). • 00 54 0 I 1 I 31 

Other classes of workmen • 0 00 o. o. 42 0 I I I 31 50 48 

Camhndgeslure (lnclumng {Workmen employed wholly or mainly as Horsekeepers, 
Isle of Ely) Huntingdon. Cowmen or Shepherds, other than workers employed 

52 6 I 1 ~t 59 57 slure and Bedfordshrre solely as Stockmen and Yardmen 00 •• o. I 
Other classes of workmen 0 • • • 0 • • 0 42 0 I I I 50 48 

rMkm~ =p'o,.,. wholly m momly " n". Slock-
men, Head Teamsmen or Head Shepherds .. ·5- 0 I 21 t 51 54 

C~eshlre Workmen employed \\-holly ormamly as Second Stock . • .. .. .. 
~i ) men, Second Teamsmen, or Second Shepherds o. ·5° ~ I I 'Ii S4 

Other classes of workmen • 0 ., •• •• "48 01 I I .. 54 
• Proposal May 20, 1920. 



• 

·--r"'~-'" EmploymtJIt. 

In the areal of the Dlstnct Wa,a Comout_ fDr :- MinIm .... 
Rates. On On In In 

• 'te;:- I Sundays. S1lb1IDer·1 WillI«. 

• 
S. d. s . d. s. d. 

• Workmen employed wholly or mamly as Horsemen. 

{ ea ....... « _'" _'" .... "",boD ..... Cumberland and Westmor- case of a workman of any of these cJasses who has 
land (mcludmg the Fur- been 80 employed for a full half yearly term (ex-
ness Dlstnct of Lanca- pl1'1ng at WhitsuntJde or Martlnmas) of a further 
elure) " •• •• Bum equal to the amount of Ius mlDlmum wage 

60 II 63 specIfied .. .. .. .. •• .. 0 I I 4 63 
• Other classes of workmen • • • • • • _ • 44 0 I II I 4 ~o 48 

{workmen employed wholly or mamly as Team-men, 

~t 
DenbJgh and Fbnt _. Cattlemen, Cowmen, Shepherds or BaJh1Is.. • • 54 0 I 1 1 61 58 

Other classes of workmen • • • • • • • • 42 0 I I I 50 48 {w« ..... _.Ioy«! wholly 0< ","""y m _"""'" 
With the use of land for a ma.lket garden under a 

Essex .. .. .. contract of sel'Vlce or apprentJceshJp With an 
employer who is engaged In the trade or bUSIDes5 
of market garderung •• • • • . • • • • 46 6 1 I 1 3f 50 48 

Other classes of workmen . • • • • • • • 42 6 I I I 3* 50 48 

{WO<kmS _pIoyoI wholly '" m"""y u H~~ 52 6 I 1 I 3i 58 60 
Workmen employed wholly or mamly as Stockmen or 

Shepherds .. .. .. .. .. .. 54 0 1 1 I 31 60 60 
Glollcestershire .. • • W:::en ~~ploy~~ who~l: or ~~mly ~~ Und~ Hors~ 

48 6 31 1 1 I 54 57 Workmen employed wholly or malDly as Under Stock. 
men or Under Shepherds •• .• .• " 51 0 1 I I 31 57 57 Other classes of workmen • • • • . • • . 42 0 1 1 1 31 50 48 



Overtune Rates. Hours per week for 

MIDlmum 
Employment. 

. ~ III the areas of the DIStrict Wages Committees for - Rates. On I On 
In In Week- Sundays. Summer. Wmter. days. 

S. d. s. d. s. d. 
Menoneth and Mont- {WOrkmen employed wholly or maInly as Stockmen, 

gomery .• Teamsters, Carters or Shepherds • • • • • . 48 6 I I I 31 56 53 .. .. Other classes of workmen • . • • . • . • 42 0 I I I 31 50 48 

Northumberland and Dur- {workmen employed as whole·time Shepherds or 
ham wholly In tenrung sheep .. .. .. . . 58 0 Cus tomary in the area .. .. . . Other classes of workmen " .. .. .. 46 6 I 2 I 5 50 48 

WUWlckslure .. .. All classes of workmen· .. .. .. .. 42 0 I I I 31 50 48 

Workmen employed wholly or mainly as 42 0 I I I 3!- 50 48 
Teamsmen. Cowmen or Shepherds .. With the adchuonal and 

lncluslve weekly sum 
01 85. fvI. 1D respect 01 
employment whlcb 1$ 
excluded from ranklng • as overtJme employ-
ment 

Workmen employed wholly or mrunly as 42 0 I 1 I 31 50 48 Norfolk .. .. . , Sheep-tenders or Bullock-tenders .. With. dunng the penod 
of the year dunng 
wbleh the workman IS 
so employed th. addl' 
tlonal and mclUSlve 
weekly sum of 7$. 60L lD 
I'<s!,<ct of emplovment 
Which IS u:cluM from • ranking as o_bme 
employment • 31 48 Other classes of workmen •• .. .. .p 0 1 1 1 5° . • • 

• Order dates from May I9l0. • 



r Ov&dme Rates. • 
Holll'!i !: Week f~ 

Emp yment. 

~I JD lIIe aras of tile DDtnct Wag .. CommatleS for,.... Rates. OD 
lIn I In 

• .Week· I ~ys. Summer. WIDW. 
days. 

• 

8. d.. 8. d. 8. d. 
{W_~ __ w .... y ~ """,,,y U 42 0 I I I 31 SO 48 

Horsemen. Stockmen or Shepherds. ",th the addJlioDaland 

whose whole bme is OCCUpied In looking U1Clusive lweekJy sum 
of 9" m reop<ct of em-

Suffolk .. .. .. after a lIock of breedmg sheep •• ployment .. lucb is es-
dudtd from raukIna as 
ovullme employment.· 

Other classes of workmen •• .. .. 42 0 I I I 31 ,,50 48 

{") That put of tho ~ <om_. tho ............ 
6 31 48 bve county of Hertford • • • • • • • • 42 I I I SO 

. (2) That part of the area comprising the admuustra-
Hertfordshire and ll1ddle. bve county of Middlesex. the City of London and 

Bell •• • • •• those parts of the admimstrabve county of London 
(except the parts of the metropolitan borough of 

11 48 WOOIW1Ch>.whlch he north of the River Thames •• 44 6 I I 4 So 

Notl :-" The Board resolved to give notice of a ProposaJtoincrease the minimum and overtime rates for male workers under 
t he age of 21 years throughout the country. the proposed increases m the weekly minimum rates varyJD$ genere.lly in tho 
case of workers aged 20 to 21 from 3/6 to 5/- accordmg to the area, for workers aged I9to 20 from 3/- to 4/-. and. for 
workers aged 18 to 19 from 2/6 to 3/6, WIth proporbonate increases for workers under the age of 18 . 

.. The Board also decided to give Notice of Proposal to inerease the mmimum rates for female workers of all ages. 
In the case of female workers, the minimum rates are on an hourly baSIS. and the Board's Proposal is to merease the rate 
for workerl aged 18 and over from 6d. to 7d. per hour in all areas except Somerset and Yorkshire. where the proposed rate 
would be 8d. per hour. Proportionate mereases are proposed for female workers under the age of 18. together WIth con­
lequenbal adjustments of the overtime rates for all agel."-Agricultural Wages Board. Aprl19. 1920. Cyclo No. 3091. t . 

• ThiS order dates from May 3. 1920. 
t Order came Into 0 peratlon May 31. 1920. with the alteration of Yorkshlle female workers bemg paid lod. an hour. 
Th. Allr'cultural Wall_ Board on June 3, 1920, decided to Isaue a propOIIal for'conalderatlon bl' Dlatrlct Walle. Committee. ~ 

lor a Illrtller .ncre .... maltlDa til. IIliDIJDwn walle 4641. per week. . ..,.. 



STATEMENT SHOWING CHANGES. IN COST OF THE 
UNDERMENTI0NED ITEMS OF WORKMEN'S 
EXPENDITURE IN LONDON AND LARGE TOWN:: 
IN GREAT BRITAIN (COST IN 1900 = 100), 

EXTRACTED FROM SECOND SERIES OF" MEMORANDA. STATISTICAL TABLES 
AND CHARTS," Cd 2337 of 1904, 

Fuel and Cost~rtho 
Year, Food, Rent,1 Clothmg, ughtmg Four. 

Items, 
• 

1880 142'3 86,6 108'5' 74'1 121'7 
1881 140'2 87'3 108'5 77'0 120,8 
1882 140'1 88'0 107'5 73"0 120'4 
1883 1399 88'7 105'1 75'7 120'2 
1884 127'9 89'4 102'7 75'1 II29 
1885 II6'2 go'l 102'1 75'1 106'1 
1886 lIO'3 go'l 102'2 73'2 102 5 
1887 104'9 go '0 102'2 71'S 99'2 
1888 104,6 go '0 100,8 72'9 98 9 
1889 108'3 89'9 100'4 739 101'1 
1890 106'3 89'9 101,8 79'6 1006 
1891 108,8 91-2 101'9 78'2 102'2 
1892 108'9 92'S 101'0 77'7 102'3 
1893 , 103'1 93'7 100'3 84'S 99'S 
1894 100-0 95'0 99'1 73'4 968 
1895 95'0 ~6-3 97,8 71'3 937 
1896 91'0 97-0 98'6 72'1 91'7 
1897 97,6 97,8 98'2 72'6 95'7 
1898 103'9 98'S 97 0 73'3 993 
1899 . 97'4 99'3 I -96'2 79'S g60 
19o0 100'0 100'0 100-0 100'0 100-0 
1901 . 105-1 100'7 I 100,6 90'2 102'4 
1902 . 102,6 101'5 99'9 87'2 100'7 
1903 , 104'3 102'2 I 99'7 82'S 101'4 

I 
1 In the case of rent only the figures for 1880, 1885. IBgo. ISgS and 

1900 are ascertained data, The mtermedlate figures are mterpolated 
on the assumption that the average level of rents Wlthin each fi1:e year 
penod changed at a uniform rate, For 1901-3 the rate of lDcrease between 
1895 and 1900 has been assumed to have contmued, 

• Figure for 1881 has been used. earher informahon not being avallt.ble 
3U 



APPENDIX VI 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN AVERAGE RETAIL PRICE 

OF FOOD IN THE UNITED KINGDOM, TO A WORK­
MAN'S FAMILY (AVERAGE PRICE IN 1900 = 100), 

EXTRACTED FROM "MEMO~NDA, STATISTICAL TABLES, AND CHARTS 
BEARING ON BRITISH AND FOREIGN TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL 

,. CONDITIONS," Cd, 1761 of 1903, 

Year, Year, Year, , 
1877 143 1886 105 1894 95 
1878 134 1887 100 I89S 91 

I8l') 128 1888 100 1896 87 
1880 136 1889 104 1897 94 
~881 133 1890 102 1898 100 
188. 133 1891 104 1899 93 
1883 133 1892 104 1900 96 
1884 122 1893 98 1901 100 
I88S III 

PERCENTAGE CHANGES BETWEEN 1905 AND 1912 
IN RENTS, RETAIL PRICES, AND RENTS AND 
RET AIL PRICES COMBINED IN LONDON AND 87 
LARGE TOWNS. 

EXTRACTED PROM .. SEVENTEENTH ABSTRACT OF LABOUR STATISTICS," 
Cd, 7733 of I9IS, 

Mean Percentage Increase (+) 
or Decrease (-) in 

Rents 
Geographical Group, and 

Rents, Retail Retrul 
Pnces, Pnces 

Com-
bmed, 

{Middle Zone · · -4 +12 - +9 
London Area Inner Zone • · -6 +12 +8 

Outer Zone. · . -2 +10 +8 
Northern Counties and Oeveland. +0'1 +13'2 +10'1 
Yorkshire (except Oeveland) • · +1'3 +14'0 +II'5 
Lancashire and Cheshire • . · +3'4 +15,8 +13'3 
Midlands. · . . . . . . +0'4 +14'4 +II,6 
Eastern and East Midland Counties +3'1 +12'4 +10'5 
Southern Counties · +1'2 + 9,8 + 8'I 
Wales aM Monmouth · . · +4'3 +15'0 +12'9 
Scotland. · . . · · · +1'9 +I3'1 +10'9 
I~lanj . · . . · . · · +1'2 +15-<> +12'2 

345 
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ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE INCREASE. ON THE PRICES 
OF JULY, I9I4. IN THE RETAIL PRICES OF FOOD. 

EXTRACTED FIWM THE .. LABIftTR GAZETTB." 

Date. 
January ISt. I915 
January 1St, I9I6 
January 1st, 19I7 
January 1st, I9I8 
January 1st, I9I9 
January 1St, 1920 

Increase per celt. 
18 
45 
87 

106 
130• 
136 



APPENDIX VII 

NUMBER OF AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, SHEPHERDS, 
NURSERYMEN, GARDENERS, ETC., IN ENGLAND 
~D WALES AND GREAT BRITAIN, AS RETURNED 
AT THE CENSUS OF 1871, 1881, 18g1, 1901 AND 1911 

, RESPECTIVELY • 

• 
1871. 1881. 

Agricultural Labourers (mcl.} England and Wales 798,087 847,953 
cattlemen and horsemen • Great Bntam 891,185 983,919 

Shepherds . . . . t England and Wales 23,323 22,844 
Great Britain • 31,675 33,125 

Nurserymen. Seedsmen, FlOristS} 
Market Gardeners, Other England and Wales 103,564 148,285 
Gardeners (inel. Do m est J c Great Bntain • . 1I2.490 163.621 
Gardeners) 

18g1. 1901 Igll. 

Agricultural LabOurers} Englalld and Wales 759,134 595,702 635,493 lUel. cattlemen and 
horsemen) Great Bntain • 866.546 689.292 722•0 31 

Shepherds . { England and Wales 21.573 25,366 20,844 . Great Britam • . 31,686 35.022 29,885 
N._~ . .."".} 

men. Flonsts. Mar- England and Wales 179,336 216.165 263,147 ket Gardeners. other 
Gardeners (incl. Great Dntain • . 195.721 235.971 284.830 
DomestJcGardeners) 

347 
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