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INTRODUCTION

——n—m——

In issuing my annuval pamphlet with a brief account of
my public work both in and out of the Imperial Legislative
Council, I consider it my duty—a duty that a representative
owes to his constituency—to acquaint my numerous voters,
and through them my community and co-religionists in
South India with the nature and extent of the work, how-
ever feeble it be, done by their representative on the Council.
But for the gigantic war and the extraordinary conditions
crcated by it, far more legiclative work would have been
done during the last three years. Nevertheless, the year
1917 will ever remain a memorable one in the annals of
modern India. H, E. Lord Chelmsford’s sympathetic attitude
towards the legitimate and reasonable aspirations of educated
Indians, and his statesmanly speech to the Imperial Council
in September last, indicate a bright future for India. And
the visit to India of the Rt. Hon'ble Mr. E. S. Montagu, the
Secretary of State for India,—indeed a significant event of
the times—marks the beginning of a new chapter in the
history of our political progress.

While it is easy to exaggerate differences amongst our.
selves, it is really difficult to discern points of unity. This is
not a time for any community, particularly the Moslem com.
munity long known for its cohesion and solidarity, to create
artificial divisions and engender sepatatist feelings and
tendencies within the community. While differences are
bound to exist in any community, they need not keep them
from realising their common interests. This is pre-eminently
a time for united action, for making up differences and
presenting a united front. Common concerted action alone
between the two great communities, the Hindus and the
Moslems, and between the different communities inhabiting
this ancient land, will obtain for India an honourable place
within the Empire,
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Owing to ill-health I was obliged to be? absent fiom the
Simla sessions of the Council. Hence there is no record in
this pamphlet of my Council work during September last. I
hope and trust that this pamphlet will be found useful and
enable my voters to take a more intelligent interest in the
public life of the couatry. Questions and resolutions
affecting the Moslem community—of an imperial character—
are invited from them. In fact, all practical suggestions for
the uplift of the Moslem community will be thankfully
received,

5, MouNnt Roap, MADRAs,l
MIR ASAD ALl
81st Fanuary, 1918. ’



THE HON’'BLE MIR ASAD ALl KHAN BAHADUR




IN THE IMPERIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

SECTION I

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following questions weré put by the Hon'ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan Bahadur during’the sessions of the Tmperial
Legislative Council, and the following answers were ‘elicited
from the Government :— '

belhi, 16(h February, 1917
Cotton Industry jn India

1. (a) Has the attentjon of Government been drawn to
Professor J. A, Todd's paper on the cotton
industry in India which wa$ recently read be:
fore the Indian section of the Royal Society of
Arts and to the practical suggestlons contamed
therein for the improvement of the mdustry
under Government auspices ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to copsider those
suggestmns ?

Reply by the H'on'blé Sir Claude Hill

(8) The answer to the first part of the question is in
the affirmative.

(b) The Government of India are already considering
the suggestions made by Professor. Todd.

Delhi, 21st February, 1917
Hindus and Mussalmans employed in tha Political
and Foreign Department
2. What is the total number of Iadians, Hindus and
Mussalmans, employed in the Political and Foreign Depart-
ment, who are drawing a salary of Rs. 250 or more per
mensem ?
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Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. (now Sir) J. B. Wood

" In the Secretariat of the Foreign and Political Depart-
ment of the Government of India, to which it is understood
the question refers, the total number of Indians, Hindus and
Musalmans, employed, who are drawing salaries of Rs. 250
or more per mensem, is five, namely, four Hindus and one
Musalman,

Indigenous Systems of Medicine

8. With reference to my resolution regarding the in-
vestigation of the ancient indigenous systems of medicine
which was accepted by Government after discussion in this
Council on the 15th March 1916, will Government be pleased
to state the result of their investigation in the matter so
far ?

Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Reginald Craddock

The opinions of all Local Governments have not yet
been received, but it is expected that the outstanding replies
will shortly be sent in, The Government of India are un-
willing to form any conclusions until they have considered
the views of all Local Governments.

Government of India Scholarships
4. Will Government be pleased to state s—

{a) the total number of Government of India scholar-
ships tenable abroad for Indians ; and

(b) the number of Mussalman candidates to whom
such scholarships have hitherto been granted ?

Reply by the Hon’ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair

The number of Government of India scholarships ten-
able abroad by Indians which are available for annual allot-
ment are +—

(a) Two Govérnment of India scholarships awarded
through the Universities, each tenable for three
years.

{b) Ten technical scholarships, each tenable for two
years$ and in special cases, for three years,
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(c) Two language or oriental scholarships, each
tenable for two years.

(d) One scholarship for Indian women graduates,
tenable from three to five years.

Hence the aggregate number of these scholarships which
may be held in any one year, when the total annual number
is awarcded, may amount to not less than 33. Anglo-Indians
and domiciled Europeans are also eligible for the technical
scholarships.

The number of Muhammadans who have been awarded
such scholarships since their inception is 26, excluding two
who resigned the scholarships awarded them.

Delhi, 1th March, 1917
Free Elementary Education

5. Do Government propose to consider the advisability
of making elementary education free at least in Municipal
areas in each of the provinces as soon as conditions perinit
after the war is over ?

Reply by the Hon'ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair

The Government of India have not under consideration
any scheme for making elementary education free after the
war, but they do not wish to interfere in the discretion
already possessed by Local Governments and Local Bodies
to take such steps in respect of particular areas and classes
when this may be considered educationally and financially
desirable.

Post War Reforms

6. What action, if any, has been taken on the memoran-
dum re post-war reforms which was submitted to His
Excellency the Viceroy in September last by certain non-
official Additional Members of the Imperial Legislative
Council ?

Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Reginald Craddock

It has been ascertained that the opinions of the
gentlemen who signed the memorandum were duly laid
before His Excellency as desired.
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" Rumber of Appointments (Civil or Military) made for
Subjects of Native States

7. Have the Government made any declaration, under
section 96-A of the Government of India Act, 1915, and has
any subject of a Native State been appointed to any office,
Civil or Military, since the passing of that Act ? If so, what
?s the number of such appointments.

Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Reginald Craddock

The answers to the first two parts of the'question arein
the negative.

Non-ofilcial Bills, Resolutions and Supplementary
Questions

8. With reference to my question r¢ non-official bills,
resolutions and supplementary questions, dated 27th
September 1916, will Government be pleased to obtain the
required information from Local Governments too and place
it on the table as early as possible.

Repiy by the Hon'bla Mr. (now 8ir) G. R. Lowndes

The Government of India are not prepared to call upon
Local Governments to undertake the preparation of the
returns asked for,as in their opinion the expenditure of
lime and labour involved would not be justified by the
utility of the result.

Delhi, 10th March, 1917
Newspapers subscribed for or subsidised by Government

9. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing for each province year by year from
1911 to 1916 =~

(a) the names as well ds the naumber of copies of
newspapers, journals, magazines and other
periodicals, (if any) English and Vernacular,
subscribed for or subsidised by Government ;

(b) the total amount of subsidy or subscription paid
to such Indian and Anglo-Indian papers,
respectively.
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Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Reginald Craddock

The information asked for so far as it is available to the
Government of India is embodied in the statement which is
Jaid upon the table.

(@) & (b) The Imperial Government does not subsidise
any Indian or Anglo-Indian Newspapers or
periodicals but merely takes such number of
copies as are required for Departmental

purposes.
In 1911, the ofollowing newspapers were subsidised by
the Local Governments named :(— -
Amount
Copies of subsidy
per
-“anmam
Rs.
Bombay ' ... . ..{“JagadViitta” .. 10,000 16,000
Bengal .., w.q * Sulav Samachar”, 26,000 62,000
United Pro%inces .| Y Independept ” «.. 300 9000
Eastern Bengal and|* Biswa Barta” .. 11,000 32,000
Agsamh ., % | ..

The sibsidies in the last three cases were withdrawn dlter
a year and have not been renewed. The period for which a
subsidy was éémctione?ioin the case of the “ Jagad Vritta”
has not yet ¢xpirk.

Dismigsal of empldyees in the Drawing Department
of the East Indign Railway at Dhanbad

10. (a) Has the atténflon of the Government been drawn

to a leading ajticle ®in the * Mussalman”

* (Caleutta) of the 29th .December 1976, regard-

ing the dismissal of employees in Mié arawing

department of the East Indian Railway at

Dhaubad ?

-Jb) Will Government be pleased to egquire jnto thg

mafter and redress the grievances (if any) of
sutheemployees ?
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Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Robert Gillan

An extract from the “ Mussalman’ (Calcutta) of the
29th December 1916, which is the leading article referred to,
has been obtained and the complete papers in the case
furnished by the Agent, of the East Indian Railway for the
perusal of Government, From these it appears that a full
enquiry was held into the case by the Government of Bihar
and Orissa. The result of the enquiry was to show that the
Mahomedan clerks were allowed to absent themselves from
office up to 11 o'clock on the day of the festival to say their
Id prayers, the concession having been granted on their
application and after the Head clerk: (himself a Mahomedan)
had been consulted by the Resident Engineer, and that there
was nothing in the circumstances of the case to-indicate
that the Resident Engineer was actuated by any religious
bias towards his Mahomedan staff, The three Maho-
medan clerks seem to have deliberately misrepresented
facts, and to bhave made an entirely false accusation against
their superior officer. The Agent of the East Indian Railway,
therefore, gave instructions that they should be dismissed for
insubordination. In these cifcumstances Gavernment cannot
admit that there is any grievance to be redressed.

Delki, 20th March 1917
Internment of Syed Zainulabideen

11. Isita factthat Syed Zainulabideen Sagaffi, merchant
of Singapore, was on suspicion interned by the Madras
Police in a commop Jail? If the answer is in the affirmative,
will Government be pleased to state what action, if any, they
have taken in the matter ?

Reply by the Hon’ble Sir Reginald Craddock

Two men who are strongly suspected of being enemy
agents 4nd are now under arrest have admitted travelling
under Syed Zainulabideen’s protection, and his own antece-
dents are not beyond suspicion. He was detained in the
Madras Penitentiary, At the instance of the Singapore
duthorities he was subsequently released on a guarantee
being giyen by a respectable member of his family at -
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Singapore that he would be kept out of mischief. Na
further action is at present contemplated.

Election Disputes

12. Do the Government contemplate publishing the
election dispute cases of the Imperial and Provincial Councils
for the year 1916, in which public enquiries were held ?

Reply by the Hon’ble Mr. A. P. Muddiman

Public inquiries have been held in two cases arising out
of the Imperial Council election of 1916. The first case was
in connection with the election of the Hon’ble Mr. M. A.
Jinnah who was, as the 1esult of an inquiry held in Bombay
Presidency fully exonerated from all charges brought against
him and was declared duly elected. In this case witnesses
were not examined on oath and it has been decided by the
Government of India to treat the report of the inquiring
officer as confidential.

The second case relates to the election of the Hon’ble
Mr. Abdur Rabim. In this case the Government of India
directed an inquiry to be held under the provisions of the
Indian Legislative Council *(Elections Inquiries) Ordinance,
1916 (VIII of 1916) and the inguiry has been held in Cal-
cutta. The report of the inquiring officer is now being con-
sidered by the Government of India.

In the case of disputes arising out of tae elections of
Provincial Councils inquiries are, under the provisions of the
Regulations, held under the orders of the Local Governments,
and the Government of India are not in a position to give
any information regarding such cases.
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SECTION 11

SPEECHES DELIYERED IN THE IMPERIAL LEGISLA-
TIYE COUNCIL

The Madras Excise Revenue Being Wholly
Provincialised

(16th February 1917)

% My lord, in rising fo support the resolution moved by
my friend the Hon'ble Mr. Sarma who has made a
special study of this question, I desire to draw the attention
of Government to the just and legitimate basis upon which
the demand is made. The Hon’ble Mover has explained
at length the need and the reason why the Madras Excise
Revenue should be wholly provincialised. The resolution
is well supported by Hon'ble Members, and I venture to
think that the speakers have made out a strong case in favor
of the course advocated. The whole Excise Revenue of
Madras should be provincialised asis the case in several
other provinces. Inmy opinion there is no need of furtter
argument in support of the motion. As one of the repre.
sentatives of Madras, I feel it is my bounden duty to support
the resolution. I hope the resolution will meet with the
acceptance of this Council.”

Indian Defence Force Bill
(21t February 1917)

4 My lord, the European war has cast a deep gloom all
over the Indian Empire. We are still under the shadow of a
great and terrible war, and England and the Allies are fight-
ing for the liberties of Europe. Two ycars and seven months
have elapsed since the war broke out, and the prospect seems
to be favourable to the Allies, who have yet a hard time
before the enemy is beaten. It may not, however, be long
before the Allies and England obtain a glorious victory.

England’s victory is India’s victory and England’s loss
is India’s loss. With England we are bound to rise or fall.
For the fortunes of this country are providentially inter-
woven with those of England. At the present crisis, India
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does not lag behind the other Dominions in her loyal devo.
tion and attachment to the British Throne and the Govern-
ment. Her heroic part in the present world struggle is not
only fully recognised in high and responsible quarters, but
warmly appreciated by the British public and the press. [
may be permitted to say that loyalty is often expressed better
by deeds than by words. The Indian soldiers are fighting
shoulder to shoulder with their British and Colonial com-
rades. India continues to give assistance materially in the
mighty defence of the Empire which is ample evidence of
her genuine and steadfast loyalty to the British Throne. Both
in their own interests and in the larger interests of the
Empire Indians are prepared to uphold and maintain the
best traditions of the Empire.

# By the introduction of this Bill, an opportune moment
has arrived for the educated and responsible Indians to
enrol themselves in their own units for the defence of their
own country. I am sure the people will whole-heartedly
respond to this call. While the objective results may not be
far-reaching, the moral victory would be great and while
Indians are anxious to play a biggger part, they are equally
prepared to sacrifice for the new and additional privileges
they wish to enjoy. I heartily congratulate His Excellency
the Commander-in-chief and the Government of India upon
their broad-minded policy in introducing. a- timely Bill. At
the same time, My Lord, I trust that the enrolment will be
without distinction, and that the status and privileges for the
Indian units will be the same as in the case of European
British subjects in India. With these few remarks I beg to
support the Bill.”

The Budget
(23rd March, 1917)

“My Lord, I shoald like to join my Hon’ble colleagues in
heartily congratulating the Honourable the Finance Member
upon the remarkably satisfactory Budget he has presented to
the Council. Without raising such additional taxation as
may fall heavily on the vast bulk of the Indian population, he
has steered his way clear through the Financial Statement for

2
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1917.1918, and presented a War Budget that has already
met with the general approval of the country.

“We are still passing through a grave international
crisis. We feel and realise more and more the burden of
the greatest ‘War of modern times. The War has not only
paralysed our industrial and commercial activities, but affect-
ed in some ways the peaceful progress of the country. We
are at one with the Government in the firm determination to
see the war through to a successful and glorious end, Like
the burning wick that emits a bright flame before its final
extinction, the enemy's last efforts seem to be formidable,
But fortune has smiled on the Allies who are now within
sight of ultimate victory. 1India, My Lord, I need hardly as-
sure Your Excellency is still willing, and prepared to render
o the British Empire all possble loyal assistance in men,
material and money, and earnestly prays for the complete
success of the British Arms in this world struggle.

“The Defence of India Bill, though it be a temporary
measure, is an enactment of far-reaching importance. It is an
epoch-making event. A beginning, and a right beginning,
My Lord, has been made. Military Service i3 now thrown
open, particularly to respectable classes and educated
Indians who are desirous of proving their loyalty on the
battle-field. Indian Volunteering, too, of which so much has
been said on the public ' platform and written in the press,
bas by a stroke of the pen become a reality. It affords an
excellent military training, at any rate during the War, for
our spirited young men and patriotic citizens. Both on my
behalf and on behalf of the Moslem community whom I bave
the honour to represent in this Council I beg to offer Your
Excellency and Your Excellency’s Government our deep
and grateful thanks for the timely introduction of this noble
measure. I do hope and trust that commissioned ranks will
soon be thrown open to Indians, and that the Defence of
India Act will after its short duration become a permanent
measure to adorn the Indian Statute-book.

* I do not venture to discuss the War Budget, nor can 1
possibly digest the Financial Secretary’s able memorandom
in a couple of days. 1 may, however, be permitted to make a
few obsgrvations more of less pertammg to the Budget,
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U The War Loan has been well received throughout the
country. It might have been made more attractive in order
to catch popular imagination, either by the institution of
prizes as the Madras Mail suggests or by some such means.
Besides, India’s war gift of a hundred million pounds to His
Majesty’s Government, small as it may seem, is yet another
indication of India’s readiness to bear cheerfully the burden
of the Empire. To meet those ignorant and carping critics
who are not quite satisfied with the part India has played in
this great war, I need only refer to the Budget speeches of
the Hon'ble the Finance Member, and the recent spéech in
the Council of my esteemed friend, the Honourable Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya. In fact, India’s gift of £100,
000,000 is really worth about twenty times what it actually
is. Is not the average income of a Britisher getting £40
per annum twenty times more than thatof an Indian
who gets less than £2 per annum ? That a poor country
like India should have already rendered so much aid in men,
material and money isin itself an unmistakable proof of
India's desire to play her part, ag well and worthily as the
Self-Governing Dominions, and of India’s hope to deserve an
equal and honourable treatment in the Counsels of the
Empire.

“Itis indeed satisfactory to mote the progress during
last year of education in general and Moslem education in
particular. We are deeply thankful to Government for mak-
ing a special recurring grant of £200,000 for improving the
training and pay of teachers in primary and secondary
schools. But for the war, education, the crying need of
India, might have made still greater progress during the
last two years. My Lord, education and sanitation should
continue to receive the same atteation as during your pre-
decessor’s regime.

i As for the new taxation proposals, they have been well
thought out, so that the burden of taxation falls upon the
classes who can bear it best. At the same time it cannot be
forgotten that the pooier classes too contribute their own
quota to the raising of additional revenue. The enhance-
ment by 25 per cent of the duty on salt last year and fhe
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sircharge on railway goods traffic this year at the rate of one
pie per maund on coal, coke and firewood, and two pies per
maund on other articles, though sitting lightly on the poor,
are also well devised expedients to get their share. The
raising of duty on imported cotton goods and in respect of
jute exports is welcome. But the continuance of the cotton
excise duty will no longer be tolerated, especially in view of
the attitude of the Lancashird manufacturers, as was evident
in their recent deputation. A handful of Lancashire politi-
cians in the House of Commons evidently want to control
the fiscal policy of India. In this connection, I desire to ex-
press our heartiest thanks to the Secretary of State for India
for his staunch advocacy of India’s cause and able
defence of India’s case. It is high time, My Lord, that
Indian public opinion should express itself in strong and
unmistakable terms against the impost of the cotton excise
duty, and urge the Government to abolish it as soon as the
War is over.

“ While the War lasts, the growing public expenditure,
especially military expenditure, has to be met with from the
revenues of the country. The announcement in the Finan-
cial Statement of the probable imposition of additional
taxation on agricultural incomes, if future necessities de-
mand it, is likely to create apprehensions in the minds of the
agricultural classes. Instead of taxing agricultural incomes
our import tariff rates may be revised and further enhanced
for the benefit of India. 1§ may also suggestin the event of
absolute rnecessity the desirability of raising the postage
commission on money orders, and charges of telegraphic
messages. Besides, if the Hononrable the Financial Member
believes in a policy of retrenchment, he oughtto be able to
show less public «¢xpenditure. While he is so cautious or
overcautious in estimating figures on the revenue side, his
caution on the expenditure side tends perhaps towards ia-
‘creased expenditure. As I suggested last year, economy may
be introduced under the heads of the salaries and ex-
penses of the * Civil Departments, ” and “ Miscellaneous Civil
Charges.” In these and other ways sufficient additionat’
1evenue can be raised without interfering with agricultural
incomes, except perhaps in permanently settled tracts.
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“The recent announcement of the temporary prohibi-
tion during the war of the Indian indentured labour emigra-
tion to the Colonies and other parts of the Empire has filled
the public mind of India with no small satisfaction. Our
gratefal thanks are due to Your Excellency’s Government for
this statesmanly act. The thorny question of Indian inden-
tured labour has long engaged the serious attentioh of both
the Government and the people. Public opinion in this
country and elsewhere has strongly condemned the ruinous
system of indentured labour accompanied by degradation,
immorality and vice. The time has come, My Lord, when
this wicked trade should cease to exist. This temporary
measure, I sincerely hope, is but the forerunner of the even-
tual prohibition altogether of the indenture system.

“ The war has given India a splendid opportunity for
improving her economic and industrial condition. Buat the
Indian market has unfortunately been allowed to be captured
either by neutrals or Allies, so much so India is unable to
withstand the undesirable entry of foreign exploitation and
compete fairly with foreign trade, even as regards the articles
of manufacture formerly imported from the enemy countries.
Had the Government of India been more on the alert and
more determined, they would have pursued a truly liberal
and sympathetic policy towards the industrial regeneration
of India. The tuture greatness of this country depends to a
very large extent upon her industrial and commercial ex-
pansion without which the country can never hope to thrive
or prosper in the modern sense of the term. To wait till the
labours of the Industries Commission are finished and till
their final report sees the light of day is to miss a golden
opportunity to create an industrial India. The Government
will therefore do well to take early steps to devise workable
plans for staiting and aiding indigenous industries, and
«stablish technical and industrial schools at important centres.
My countrymen hope that, if the war be over this year,
Your Excellency’s regime will be associated with large
industrial schemes forming the main item on the administra-
tive programme. A prosperous India, My Lord, will be a
valuable asset to the British Empire.
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SECTION III

OTHER SPEECHES

THE SEVENTH ALL-INDIA AYURVEDIC AND UNANI
TIBBI CONFERENCE

(Delhi, 1Tth March, 1917)
Presidential Address

Hakim Ajmal Khan, Haziq-ul-Mulk, Ladies and Gentle-
men :—I thank you most warmly for your kindly inviting me
to open the seventh session of your Conference here. Look-
ing into the names of your past Presidents, I wish you hada
more competent chairman to guide your deliberations to-day.
However, my only apology for venturing to preside over
this Conference consists in my deep sympathy with the
objects of your Conference and in my humble efforts about this
time last year to move the Government of India to recognise
the claims of the indigenoys systems of medicine. In the
next place I cordially welcome every movement that tends to
bring closer the Hindus and the Mussalmansg on a common
platform for their common-good. Your Conference,l am
happy to say, is one such movement as it brings together the
Vaidyas and the Hakims for mutual exchange of thought
and for common and unnited efforts.

It gives me, therefore, great pleasure to be in your midst
and open this Conference in the Imperial capital, this ancient
and historic city of Delhi where not very long ago the Unani
system Hourished under royal auspices. It is now a matter of
history that in the days of the great Moghuls it enjoyed a
high reputation for its excellence. Side by side with the
Unani system, the Ayurvedic system too was in vogue. Sube
.sequently, for want of State patronage and public support the
two indigenous systems have languished. Once again under
the peaceful and progressive British Rule India has been
enjoying, the Ayurvedic and Unani systems which fortunately
have not lost completely. their vitality, can hope to thrive and
flourish as in olden times.
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I am neither a Hakim nor a Vaidya to discourse to you
either on the relative merits of the two systems or on their
respective methods of treatment. .But asalayman and as
one deeply interested in tbe revival of these systems for the
benefit of millions of Indians, I propose to make a few
general observations so as to indicate briefly on what lines
healthy progress can be achieved in the direction of recon-
structing the old system with modern materials.

That the Ayurvedic and Unani systems are not dead but
are still living and will continue to exercise a profound
influence, especially on the dumb millions of rural India, is
an unmistakable proof of their inherent vitality and sound-
ness. But, believe me, neither system has said the last word
on medical science, While modern medical science is a
growing one, the ancient systems have long ceased to grow
and remained stagnant. Nevertheless there are still to be
found many valuable discoveries in the ancient systems,
which are quite unknown to the modern practitioner. Hence
itis both desirable and necessary that efforts should be
made to bring back to life the Ayurvedic and Unani systems
in all their pristine purity and vigour, so that the rejuvenated
systems may considerably enrich the modern medical
science. If these systems have not already attracted the
attention of the Government to an appreciable extent, itis,
I believe, largely due to the fact that the medical experts—
with notable exceptions indeed—to whom the Government
look for advice are themselves ignorant of the intrinsic value
of the ancient systems. Had we more Sir Pardey Lukises in
the Indian Medical Service, the claims of the ancient
systems should have been far more fully recognised and
satisfied. In strongly supporting my resolution regarding
the investigation of the indigenous systems of medicine in
the Imperial Legislative Council, the Hon’ble Surgeon-
General Sir Charles Pardey Lukis was led to remark : * The
motion now before us deals with a subject to which I haveg
devoted considerable thought during the thirty-six years of
my residence in the East, and asI said the other day at
Indore, the longer I remain in India and the more I see of
the country and its people, the more convinced I am that
wany of the empirical methods of {reatment adopted by the
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Vaids and Hakims are of the greatest value.” Continuing the
Sargeon-General said : ¢ Why then should the Allopath
arrogate to himself the right to appropriate for his individual
beneht all new discoveries, denying these privileges to the
practitioners of other systems of medicine? This appears to
be especially unfair when it is borne in mind that 90 per cent.
of the Indian population live in rural areas where the Vaids
and Hakims are—and will be for many years to come—the
thief attendants of those dumb millions alluded to in recent
speeches in this Council.” Writing recently on the indi-
genous systems the Madras Mail (20th February 1917), the
leading Anglo-Indian daily of Southern India, says in one of
its editorial columpns : % Government can best encourage this
system, in our opinion, in two ways. Firstly, by encourag-
ing qualified European Medical men to make a serious study
of the Ayurvedic and Unani systems, and secondly
by considering same means of introducing a modicum of
western scientific training into the numerous Ayurvedic
teaching institutions now springing up all over the country,
and eventually recognising the best of these institutions as
medical schools of the lower grade; and the admissions of
their students for the L.M.P. (Licensed Medical Practioners)
Examinations.” Lastly, no less a personage than Lord
Hardinge, our popolar ex-Viceroy, when laying the founda«
tion stone of the' Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi College in
March {ast, frankly said : ‘] came to the conclusion that our
western system, however much it may strive after perfection,
has not attained it yet, its theories are constantly undergoing
change and development and its ideas of the causes and best
methods of the treatment of cholera, malaria and plague to
take seme striking examples, have undergone remarkable
transformations within quite recent years.” Witk such
impartial testimonies as these the cause of the indigenous
system is bound to triumph,

Itisindeed 2 healthy sign that Ayurvedic and Unani
conferences and exhibitions in different parts of the couatry
have attracted much public attention, and beef reminding
the people of their duty to endeavour to revive the ancient
systems of medicine. Within recent years several Ayurvedic
and Unani dispensaries and pharmacies have been set up all
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over the country. In this revival the undertaking of an
exhaustive collection of complete available liteiature pertain-
ing to the indigenous systems, ought to.claim your foremost
attention. Besides, the genuineness of these works should
be thoroughly tested. A central library with all such works
(including rare manuscripts and palmyra leaves) may be
located probably at Delhi or Allahabad. A descriptive
catalogue may well be prepared and published for public
information. Most, if not nearly all, of these works are
written in classical languages, such as Sanskrit and Arabic.
A study of classical languagesis by no means an easy task.
Hence the ancient treatises of medicine are a sealed book to
the vast bulk of the population. Translations of the standard
works into English and as well as into the principal verna-
culars of the country may then be undertaken with a view
to popularise the ancient systems of medicine. This is per-
haps the first thing needed in the revival of the systems. I
am glad to be able to say that at the recent All-India
Ayurvedic Couference held at Poona it was resolved to
undertake the collection and publication of Ayurvedic books.

Should the indigenous systems of medicine be brought
up to date, the need for adding a modern side to the
Ayurvedic or Unani institution has to be recognised, and the
subjects of Physiology, Anatomy, and Elementary Surgery
should be included in the curricula of studies. Further,
post-graduate courses of study, « herever practicable, may be
provided for in order to encourage a comparative study of
ancient and modern systems. Aunother important side to
these institutions ougbt to consist in the training of the
indigenous chemists and druggists. Specialisation is the
modern feature of all education, and it opens np immense
possibilities of research work. In every branch of human
knowledge specialisation has yielded f{ruit in abundance,
While a Hakim or a Vaidya is not only a medical practitioner
but his own chemist or druggist, preparing medicines and
administering the same to his patients. Moreover, he
prepares only a few medicines, and these are more or less
patent medicines, invariably used for all kinds of diseases.
In fact, a Hakim or a Vaidya is supposed to be an all
round man, the repository of all worldly lore. This old
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conception must change before any real advance can be
made in improving the indigenous systems. If each of the
various branches of study in the Ayurvedic and Unani
systems is specialised and completely studied, it . will only
enrich the medical knowledge of Indians. Again, if the
selection and collection of plants, herbs and drugs or minerals,
be entrusted to one set of persons, and if the preparation
and manufacture of medicines be undertaken by another set
of persons, it is so much the better for the practitioners of
the indigenous systems who will then have more time at
their disposal for purposes of specialisation and closer study.
Side by side with tbeoretical instruction there is need for
practical demonstration. So herbariums and pharmaceutical
gardens may, if possible, be attached to the Ayurvedic or
Unani institutions. If improvement is sought for along
these and similar lines, I for one feel confident that the
indjgenous systems will ere long hold their own against the
allopathic and other modern systems, But in the matter of
surgery all credit should be given to the wonderful discover-
ies and inventicns of modern science. It must in all fairness
be admitted that anything like modern surgery was practi-
cally unknown to the ancients.

Both in British India and the Indian States measures are
being adopted for .reviving the old systems and placing them
on a sound scientific footing. Great credit is due to the
steady working of institutions like the Ayurveda Mahamandala
of Allahabad, the Delbi Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi College,
the Madras Ayurvedic College and the various Ayurvedic
Institutions at Hyderabad, Mysore, Bombay, Satara, Poona,
Gondal, Calcutta, Benares, Lahore, Malabar and other
places. The zeal with which many a Kaviraj like Messrs.
Gananath Sen, Jogendranath Sen, and Yamini Bhushan Roy
of Calcutta and Vaidyaratna Pandit Gopalacharlu of Madras,
and others are pushing forward the cause of Ayurveda is
highly commendable and praiseworthy. In this very city
the fire of Unani and of Ayurveda is ever kept burning by
the ceaseless and untiring efforts of our venerable Hakim
Mahomed Ajmal Khan Sahib. The Government too is
sympathetically disposed towards this cause, and 1 am
hopeful that after the war is over—and let us, as dutiful and
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loyal subjects of His Most Gracious Majesty the King:
Emperor, pray for the success of the British arms—it may
possibly render aid to deserving institutions and offet
facilities for the free growth and development of the
indigenous systems.

The exhibition 'which forms an appendage to your
Conference has an educative value of its own, and it should
really open the eyes not only of the general public but of the
Hakims and the Vaidyas themselves to the possibilities of
the further development of the ancient systems of medicine.
In this connection I shouid like to suggest to this Conference
the desirability of holding its sittings nct only in Upper
India but throughout India, and should like to see one of its
sessions held at a convenient centre in Southern India,

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, once again from the
bottom of my heart for the great honour you have done me
in inviting me to preside at the opening ceremony of this
Conference. I now declare that this Conference is duly
open, and wish its deliberations all success.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

BY
Tre HoN'BLE Nawas Mir Asap ALt KHAN BaHADUR

At the Annual Meeling of the Madras Pressdency Muslim
League held on Thursday, the 20th December 1917

Lapies & GENTLEMEN,

Allow me lo thank you most heartily for the great
honour you have done me in electing me as President of
the Madras Presidency Muslim League, the premier political
body amongst the Mussalmans of South India, The position
you have called me to occupy is not merely one of honour
but one of trust and responsibility. It is one of immense
responsibility in view to the rapid development of Muslim
politics in the country. Presiding as1 do this evening in
the place of the Hon’ble the Prince of Arcot whose resig-
nation of the office of President we all sincerely deplore, and
whose resignation the League was very reluctanly compelled
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to accept under the circumstances, I fully recognise my own
shortcomings as well as the arduous nature of my duties,
but am hopeful that I .may, through your willing aid and
active co-operation, be enabled to discharge my duties to the
satisfaction not only of the members of the League but of
my co-religionists and fellow-countrymen,

The War and Muslim Loyalty

The war is still the most absorbing topic of the hour.
1t still continues with unabated fury, counting its victims by
hundreds of thousands. The end ‘of it does not yet seem to
be within sight, though we can anticipate it. The position of
Indian Mussalmans in the great: world-war with Turkey
ranged on the side of the enemy is indeed very trying. And
yet the loyalty of Indian Mussalmans towards the British
Throne and the British Government is as staunch and on-
swerving as ever before. For the British nation has long been
recognised as the protecting power of true Moslem interests
all over the world. Notwithstanding their religious fervour
towards the Caliphate, the right-thinking Mussalmans jn India
have learned to dissociate miatters purely political from those
purely religious for all practical purposes. Notwithstanding
the proverbial suspicion of the Englishman towards the
coloured peoples including Mussalmans, I may be permitted,
both in your name and in the name of the Moslem community
to assure our rulers and the British Government of our deep
and steadfast loyalty, and ot our firm determination to
continue to render the Empire at this grave crisis all possible
help in men and money and material towards the successful
prosecution of the war. We pray to God for the speedy end
of the war and for the complete success of the British arms,

Parties in Moslem Ranks

We meet bere to-day not only under the shadow of the
greatest war of modern times but under somewhat peculiar
and difficult civcumstances. The resignation of the Hon'ble
the Prince of Arcot, the formation of arival League, the
sharp political differences within our own camp, the hostile
attitude of a section of Anglo-Indians and their press towards
the'political demands of the Congress-League scheme, and
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lastly, the too cautious, if not alarming, attitude of the
bureaucracy towards the ever-growing aspirations of educated
Indians, are all matters of deep concern to our future welfare
and progress. Far from contemplating with misgivings on
the prospect of the rise of new associations and new parties
within the Moslem ranks, I desire to welcome them as
co-workers in the same broad political field, and wish them
Godspeed in their laudable endeavours to work for the
uplift of the Moslem community. Healthy rivalry between
different associations only tends to stimulate the quicker
progress of the whole community.

My Attitude

You will, I dare say, pardon me for a little personal
reference. It is well, Gentlemen, that you should know your
President full well, his views on public questions and his
attitude towards his community and fellow-countrymen. I
may begin by assuring my co-religionists that I am as faith-
ful a follower of Islam as any other Mussalman, and thatl
yield to none in my deep reverence for the Moslem religion,
As a Mussalman, I strictly adhere tothe principles and
tenets of Islam, and abide by them, and shall stand by the
community whose moral and material advancement ever
claims my first and foremost attention. I have all along
endeavoured to promote the best interests of my community.
As your representauive on the Imperial Legislative Council,
I have always strongly advocated the cause of Muhammadan
education, the mainspring of all reforms, as well as separate
representation for Muhammadans even in local bodies such
as District and Taluk Boards and Municipalities. 1 still
firmly believe that in the present stage of Muhammadan
society separate representation is badly needed mot only in
smaller bodies as a corollary to what obtains in the Indian
Legislative Councils but in the Senate of the Madras
University, the City Corporation, and the public services.
Education is the crying need, particularly among the
Muhammadans, and our educational interests can effectively
be represented on the University Senate by Moslem repre-
sentation. If Moslem education is to advance still further,
Moslem graduates should be given thereon adequate



22

representation, .Besides education, the Hedjaj question,
Moslem religious and charitable endowments, Moslem
public holidays and larger employment of Mussalmans in
the public services have all claimed my first attention.
Inthus advocating the cause of Mussalmans, I have always
considered wmyself a Mussalman first. But outside  the
community, every right-thinking Mussalman ought to be an
Indian first and a Mussalman next. For the country belongs
to-day not to any particular community, however preponder.
ating that community may be, but to all classes and
communities of His Majesty’s Indian subjects. Consequently,
to the Indian Mussalman, India is his country. Subjects of
the same Sovereign, taxed by the same authority, and
inhabitants of the same country, we have our common
interests in the promotion of which all the Indian communi-
ties are equally interested. Hence I have interested myself in
broad questions of administrative reform, such as the freedom
of the press, the formation of the Indian Volunteer Corps,
the Indian question in South Africa, the rise of food
prices, and the defective working of railways, particularly in
regard to the grievances of third-class passengers. All these
and similar questions surely affect the Mussalman no less
than the Hindu or the Christian. Was there a greater leader
than Sir Syed Ahmed who exclaimed that the Hindus and
the Mussalmans were the two eyes of India? A little more
sympathy, truer insight and broader outlook will surely
convince every liberal.minded Mussalman that while he isa
Mussalman first in all communal matters, he is an Indian
first in all matters pertaining to the welfare of the country as
a whole. I may, therefore, assure my co-religionists as
well as my countrymen of my profound belief in Islam, deep
love. for the community, unswerving loyalty to the British
Government, and great attachment to the land of our
adoption.

‘Our Policy
-Our policy, Gentlemen, is as broad as it is sound. It
aims at the moral and material advancemeut of our commu-

nity, the maintenance and promotion of loyalty among the
people of this country, and the attainment under the 2gis of
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Great Britain a system of Self-Government suitable to India
through constitutional means. It is also our policy that we
should live in peace and harmony with our sister communi-
ties in the land. Goodwill and concord between Mussal-
mans and Hindus will surely tend to the earlier realisation of
the goal of our political ambition. What is really good for
the country as a whole is equally good to each of the
communities inhabiting India. In working out our policy
great care must be taken to see that our demands are
legitimate and reasonable and that our proposals are moderate
and practicable. Any reform, be it social or political, if it is
to bear fruit and confer a lasting good on the people must
needs be gradual and progressive. Progressive liberalism in
all matters of public importance, both communal and national,
shall be our creed. By pursuing steadily this policy we
shall be able to achieve satisfactory results. Our relation
with the officials in the country should be as happy as their
feelings towards the non-official representatives and the
people should be cordial. While on the one hand, we fully
recognise the splendid service the members of the Indian
Civil Service have been rendering to the Indian Empire, we
cannot forget we owe a duty to ourselves and our loyal com-
munity in that we should represent truly and correctly the
views and feelings of the Moslem community on public
questions. Mutual understanding and mutual sympathy
between the officials and the non-officials will help to solve
with more ease and less difficulty many an intricate admini-
strative problem.

Our Goal

The memorable announcement by the Secretary of State
for India of the policy of His Majesty’s Government with
regard to the Government of India as that of * the increasing
association of Indians in every branch of administration and
the gradual development of Self-governing Institations with
a view to the progressive realisation of Responsible Govern-
ment in India as an integral part of the British Empire,” the
statesmanly speech of H. E. the Viceroy in opening the
Simla sessions of the Imperial Legislative Council, and the
timely visit to India of the Secretary of State, the Right
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Hon'ble Mr. E. S. Montagu, must dispel the groundless feara
entertained by sentimentalists amongst us as to India's
political future. While there are far too many schemes of
political reforms, the only recognised scheme from the non.
official Indians so far seems to be the Congress-League
Scheme. While I do not claim perfection to this scheme, 1
venture to submit that, as it has emanated from the two
great political organisations of modern India, it deserves a
foremost place among all the schemes. If I may, however,
be permitted to express my individual opinion, I should like
to draw your attention to the fact that no Congress scheme
or proposal was ever before discussed so thoroughly both in
the press and on the platform as the Lucknow joint-scheme.
In the light of fresh experience gained, or new facts gathered
from quite 2 number of varied schemes put forward by a
number of public bodies and publicists, the Congress-League
scheme, I think, deserves to be examined and reconsidered.
For the question of communal representation now looms
large before the public mind. When the Morley-Minto
Reforms conceded separate representation to Mahomedans,
it was feared that it would affect the harmonious co-operation
of the Mussalmans with' the Hindus. Bat the happy results
so far have justified the practical wisdom of the Morley-
Minto scheme.

Responsible Government as has been announced by the
Secretary of State for India, is the goal towards which Indian
communities are endeavouring to move and which they hope
to reach in the fulness of time under the safe guidance of
British administrators. As the Right Hon’ble Mr. Montagu
says, it is Yo be achieved by the gradual development of Self-
governing Institutions and by successive stages. The first
substantial step to be taken should strike the imagination of
educated India. For mauch will depend upon the nature of
the first step whether the benevolent intentions of British
Statesmen and the Royal Proclamations will be translated
into actual practice. To England we look forward for the
future greatness of India. India’s destiny is providentially
linked to England’s destiny. With England we rise or fall.
We hope and trust that the British nation, the liberator of
small nationalities struggling to gain freedom under the beels
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of aggressive nations, will gradually raise India to the status
and dignity of a free and enlightened nation.

I thank you, Gentlemen, for the patient hearing yon
have given me, and hope that dissensions within the camp,
imaginary fears, and baseless claims will be things of the
past, and that the Moslem-League will shortly enter on a
new era of progress and prosperity, and will even more
efiectively voice the well-considered opinion of the cream of
educated Mussalmans upon all public questions.

The Mohammadan Educational Association of
Southern India

At the fifteenth annual meeting of the Mahomedan
Educational Association of Southern India under the presi-
dency of the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Abdur Rahim, the
Hon’ble Mr. Mir Asad Al Khan Bahadur proposed
the adoption of the annual report. He traced the steady
progress of the Association since it was formed in 1902,
and paid handsome tribute to the me.nory of its first Presi-
dent, the late Mr. Justice Boddam. During the fourteen
years of its existence, the Association had awarded as many
as 6;0 scholarships, but for which the progress of higher
education would have been considerably hampered. The
Association had also brought about a general Mahomedan
awakening, throughout the Presidency and the regular
collection of subscriptions from year to year was an eloquent
testimony to the sustained interest that Musalmans were
taking in educational matters. The Musalmans of Madras
had a reputation for their united and persistent efforts on
behalf of national amelioration and the speaker hoped that
notwithstanding the mischievous attempts made in certain
quarters to introduce and foster the progress of disruption,
based on racial or parochial considerations, the community
would continue to work on the Islamic lines of universal
brotherhood, and profit to the fullest extent by the en-
lightened guidance of leaders like. the Hon’ble Mr.
Justice Abdur Rahim.—Madras Mail, 9th Apri} 1917,
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The Anjuman of the Oriental Physicians

Presidential address, delivered on the 8th April 1917, at
Madras, at the anniversary meeting of the Anjuman of the
Oriental Physicians of Southern India.

(Translaled from the Urdu speech)
GENTLEMEN,

I need hardly express to you my joy and sense of
gratitude for the kindness you have done me in asking me to
preside on this occasion, an occasion rendered memorable by
the presence of learned and influential Ulemas from all over
India. Thisis not the first time that I have come to take
interest in your work, for I had once to preside at the All-
India Ayurvedic and Unani Conference held at Delhi, But
I consider this my present election a greater honour,—
greater because it comes from the people of my own
Presidency.

Your Anjuman is one of the most useful institutions of
its kind. Based as it is on sound principles and actuated as
you are with the noblest of mnotives, I assure you it will
prosper well in the future. You have named it ‘the Anjuman
of Oriental Physicians.’ I suppose you refer thereby to the
Ayurvedic and Unani systems of medicine: I need -hardly
tell you these two systems -are of indigenous and national
growth. They are the product of our ancient civilization
and are well suited to minister to our needs. As they are
effective, they have got a firm hold on the minds and beliefs
of the people of this land. KEver since my election to the
‘Imperial Council, I have taken great interest in their progress.
In fact I was the first to move a resolution in the Council on
this subject and at the end of my speech Sir Pardey Lukis,
the great scientist, gave evidence to their efficiency by
remarking that much of the experience now gained by many
a modern research in tbe field of medicine was already
embodied in them..Gentlemen, I know the Medical Registra-
tion Act has made yoar position rather unenviable, but are
you not thankful that this very Act has roused you from
your slumber and awakened in y>u an earnest desire to
resuscitate your decaying but valuable art. Iam glad you
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have begun to work in this direction and I take your Anju.
man to be but a result of this new awakening.

Ever since my resolution in the Imperial Council the
subject has been engaging the attention of Provincial Goverp-
ments. It was but the other day that a resolution was
acgepted by the Punjab Government. Whatever may be the
belp you can expect from these, I would earnestly advise
you to rely more on yourselves and co-ordinate your efforts
in the realisation of your aims, for in this as in every thing
else, mutual good-will and co-operation are the essential con-
ditions of success.

Here in Madras, we already see signsof revival. An
Ayurvedic College has been established much to the credit
of our Hindu brethren, For a long time past, it wasa
matter for deep humiliation and regret that our community
bad not founded even a Medical School for the study of the
Unani system. Thanks to God, this unmerited slur has been
removed through the generous donation of our friend, Khan
Babadur Mahammad Abdul Kuddus -Badsha Saheb. We
have got a well organised school, run and controlled by the
Anjuman. You will all presently hear the report of its work
and witness the ceremony of the award of prizes to the
successful candidates,

In the local council a resolution was moved and accept-
ed by the Government to the effect that an Indian officer
be appointed to investigate into these and to collect data of
their utility and efficacy. Let me take this opportunity to
point out to the Government that it was desirable that two
officers had been appointed, one for cach, so that they could
submit two separate reports. Ido not mean thereby to
suggest that the Unani System stands in need of a special
officer to plead its cause. For who does not know the many
great Doctors and Surgeons that this system produced among
the Arabs in the Imedizeval period. Ar-Razi, whose works
were used as text books in the Medical Colleges of Europe
and which were translated in Latin is one of the greatest of
them all. What of Bu Ali Sina l-—whose works were translat-
ed in all the languages of the world and which were con-
sidered for over a period of ten centuries an authortiy on
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this subject. The famous French historian, Leban, writing
on this point, says that medical instruction in the Colleges of
France and Italy was based on the works of this great
scientist. Abul Khasim Zahravi, who is known in Europe as
¢ Albuas’ was the greatest Surgeon among the Arabs. He
invented many surgical instruments, illustrations of which
are to be found in his works. Haller, the historian, says that
the surgeons of the fifteenth century depended mainly on his
works for their operations. 1bne-Rasheed, whose works also
were translated in Latin and went through many an edition,
belongs to the same category. The prominence of the Medi-
cal Colleges at Silurno in the days of Italy’s power and
prosperity, says Leban, was due to the influence of the Arabs
who had got control of it in the Norman period. He further
states that the Arabs were the first Pharmaceutists and they
were the inventors of those methods of treatment which
are now considered, after the lapse of so many years, as
modern inventions. The use of chloroform too was not un-
known to them.

We are here to-day, gentlemen, not to wax eloquent on
the past work of the Unani system, but to consider means of
improvement in the future, I would only appeal to you
once again to revive this dying science and make it sufficient
to meet the requirements of the modern day. I have got
great hopes in your Aujuman and in your energies in the
realisation of your noble aim, and I am sure God will reward
you with success.
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SECTION 1Y

CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESS
(The Madras Mail, 1st May 1911)

The City Municipal Bill

Sir,—It is to be regretted that Mr. Yakub Hassan Sait’s
amendment re separate representation for Mahomedans on
the Corporation of Madras was unfortunately negatived at
the recent special meeting of the Corporation. The principle
of communal representation has not only been recognised by
the Morley-Minto reforms but given effect to in the
Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils. It is but logical
that the same principle should be adopted, more especially
in the case of local bodies, such as Municipalities, and
District and Taluk Boards, and particularly in the case
of a large metropolitan corporation like that of Madras.
The Calcutta Corporation has followed it with great
advantage to the Muslim community there. The Muslim
opinion here is sirong in the matter, though, perhaps, not
sufficiently loud, or clamorous. But the time has come
when the representatives of the Muslim community not only
in the City but throughout the Presidency, should bestir
themselves and begin to agitate in a loyal and constitutional
manner for obtaining their nghtfual place in the City Corpora-
tion. They should get up memorials signed by hundreds and
thousands of Musalmans, besides leading and influential Mus-
lim citizens and submit the same early to the Government of
Madras. These memorials should urge on the Government
the immediate necessity for throwing open to the Muslim
community at least four of the elected seats on the Corpora-
tion. Unless this is done, there is probably no chance for
Madras Muslims to vindicate their just cause. Rarely can
they get another such splendid opportunity. Even the
Congress has recently recognised the Muslim claim for
separate representation and allowed them 15 per cent. of the
elected seats on the Local Council in their proposed scheme
of reforms towards self-government. And, yet, we find the
very Congress politicians in Madras are not liberal or
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sagacious enough to grant the Mussalmans their just and
legitimate due in civic life. Let my Hindu brethren beware
of the consequence of such an attitude towards the members
of their sister community, 1 still hold that Communal
Representation in the present circumstances of the country is
an effective way of building up true national interests. While
each of the large and important communities secures separate
representation either proportionate to their numerical
strength or according to their political or historic importance,
small communities in a minority may seek representation
through nomination which a benevolent Government has
often exercised for good. If Mahomedansare given separate
representation, how does it harm the interests of the sister
communities. If it does not, why should the Hindu
community in particular fight shy of the question of separate
Muslim representation ? My views on this subject are
already known to the public and I need not repeat them here,
I expected the Hindu members of the Corporation to have
been more generous in their treatment of the subject. The
legitimate aspirations of the Muslim citizens ought to have
been encouraged. As regards the provision in the City
Municipal Bill re the composition of the Corporation, I
would suggest that the number of Divisional Commissioners
should be 28, out of which four seats should be 2llotted to the
Muslim representatives elected by separate electorates, and
the number of nominated members should be not more than
seven, while the other figures for the Chambers of Commerce,
the Trades Association and select public bodies may remain
more or less the same. I should like to suggest also a
further widening of the electorate and extension of the
-franchise, and the abolition of any distinction between
Voter’s and Municipal Councillor’s qualifications. 1 do hope
and trust that my Muslim brethren in Madras will wake op,
realise their sense of duty and act promptly and firmly with
zeal and perseverance, and endeavour by all constitutional
means to press their just and legitimate claims upon the
attention of .the Government of Madras before the City
Municipal Bill becomes law.

-Hyderabad (Deccan). (Sd.) MIR ASAD ALI
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SECTION Y
PRESS COMMENTS

Separate Muslim Representation on the Corporation

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mir Asad Ali Khan has
written to the Madras Press deploring the action of the
Madras City Fathers in rejecting the Hon’ble Mr. Yakub
Hasan's amendment for providing for the separate repre-
sentation of the Mussalman community on the Corporation:
The principle of communal representation, he says, has been
recognised by the authorities, because the Morley-Minto
programme of political reforms is based on a recognition of
this principle. The necessity for the sepa:ate representation
of Muhammadan interests has also been conceded by the
leaders of the National Congress, for at the last session of the
Congress they were willing to concede separate representa-
tion to the Mohammedans on the Legislative Councils to the
extent of 15 per cent. Nevertheless it is disappointing to
find “that the very Congress politicians in Madras are not
liberal or sagacious enough” to let the Mohamedans have
their due share of representation on the Corporation. That
the very class which admitted the justice of the demands of
the Mussalmans in the Congress pandal should have helped
in wrecking a proposal for giving practical effect to it on the
Madras Corporation needs no comment. We think that the
Madras Muslims have a just grievance owing to the manner
in which Mr. Yakub Hasan’s proposal has been disposed of
by the City Fathers including a considerable number of
Congress politicians. The Musalmans stand in need of
having their interests safeguarded not merely on the Imperial
and Provincial Legislative Councils but also on Local Boards
and Municipalities. *I1f Mohammedans are given separate
representation, how does it harm the interests of the sister
communities,” asks the Khan Babadur? If it does not, why
should the Hindu community in particular fight shy of the
question of separate Muslim representation? We hope that
a reply to these questions will be forthcoming. If, as stated
by Mr. Mir Asad Ali Khan, the Calcutta Corporation bas got
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special representation of the Musalman community there is
no earthly reason why in Madras it should be given the
cold shoulder in a matter so intimately affecting their well-
being. We hope that they would lose no time in adopting
Mr. Asad Ali Khan's suggestion and get up memorials
signed by as many Moslems as possible and present them to
the Madras Government, who, we are sure, will give the
question their sympathetic consideration.—The United India
and Native Slales ; 10th May 1917,

Railway Griavances

The Hon’ble Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan of Bangana-
palli who has done much service to the travelling public
from his place in the Imperial Legislative Council once told
us that the Mohamedan passengers travelling in the South are
put to somuch discomfort that they are afraid of travelling by
rail. We would suggest the appointment of ¥ Visitors" from
amongst the leaders of Hindu' and Mohamedan community,
people like Sir Ebrahim Rahimatulla, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Sir Fazalbhoy, Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan and
others who are interested in railway questions. They may
be invested.with power to goon the lines once or twice a year
and see things for themselves with a view to represent to the
Railway authorities the grievances of the travelling public
and explain to the public the railway point of view of things.
This will lead - to mutual understanding and clear up much
mistrust and suspicioa en both sides.—The ¢ Bombay Mail, "
1st Fuly 1917,

Rally the Moderates

We appeal to the Government of Lord Chelmsford to
rally the moderates and lend its weight and influence to those
who will still help the Government by keeping their com-
munity aloof from the pernicious influence of 2 * movement
which aims at the Government in the name of Reformsin the
Government.” 'The Mohamedans are, as we have said, despe-
rate, because of their sense of neglect and helplessness. Let
them.be assured of the good-will and strength of the
Government and matters may yet be right. _Mr. Thambi
Maracair and Nawab Asad Ali in Madras and Sir Fazulbhoy
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and a host of other men in Bombay, Nawabs Abdul Majid
and Zul Kader Jung in U.P., Nawab Fatteh Ali Khan and
Miin Mahomed Shafi in Punjab, Nawab Ali Chowdhari and
Mr. Ari in Bengal and many other men in other places are
real friends of the Government and if they think their
community is to gain by making common cause with the
Government, they will not hesitate in co-operating with the
officials to make the people reasonable and sober. But if yon
think the Mohamedans do not desire special treatment ; o1
think the Mohamedans should take their chance along with
other Indians ; in short, if you make the Mohamedans feel
that theic fate is joined with the other Indians, then they
must support any scheme conceived by the other people.
That is the nuked truth,—The * Bombay Masl,” 13th August
1917,

Hon'ble Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan's work in Council

The Hon'’ble Mir Asad Ali Kbhan Bahadur who
represents Moslems in the Viceroy’s Council has published
his useful pamphlet: My fourth year in the Viceroy’s
Council” which brings to the very door of his electors the
nature of the work he is doing. The Honourable member is
not a silent member. There is no question affecting Moslems
which has escaped his attention. His sober views and
moderation have made him largely in demand in public
gatherings, as we find that he presided over the Cuddapah
District Conference, and the Ceded Districts Union. No one
can say that the Mir is not independent. His speech at the
Cuddaph Con‘erence was a model of its kind. He boldly
criticised the sloth of the Government, protested against the
Press Act in unmeasured terms, and his vehemence against
the C.I.D. even brought him the tribute of New India,
Bureaucracy comes ia for its share of handling, but his obser.
vation on the British Governmeat showed that he was a
moderate who while he will criticise the Government, so that
it may be better than what it is, he is against any catastrophic
changes. Hesaid: * Aslong as the heart of England is
sound, we may be confideat of our political victory. We
have faith in the British sense of fairplay and justice ; we
have faith in the best traditions and constitutional history of
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?he:Brithb nation ; we have faith in the freedom-loving
instincts and the large-heartedness of the British race ; and
we have faith in the benevolent intentions of the Indian
G?vernment. "'We do hope, therefore, that e may be given a
fairly full measure of liberty which alone fits men for Liberty
«and trust, by the blessings of an All-Merciful Creator, we shall
-march onward to our divinely appointed goal.”

Let us remember that the Mir has signed the Nineteen
‘Members” Memorandum and is an advocate of progress.
‘But advocates of violence and passive resistance will drive
-away such active supporters: to indifference, for surely the
Mir cannot see eye to eye with Mr. Jinnah who waats
passive resistance. The margin that divides the extremist
from the moderate is small, for both are sincere, and both
want to see the country advanced, bat to-day, with passive
resistance and the rest, the margin has widened a great deal
indeed. Iustead of doing any service to the country, those
who are engaged in the extreme call for boisterous measures
are wrecking the country. We want every patriot to realise
that—~The  Istamiah, " 22nd August 1917,

Work in the Imperial Council
. We have received a copy of a pamphlet issued by the
Hen'ble Mir Asad Al ‘Khan Bahadur, Member of the
Imperial Legislative Council, giving an account of his
political work in the Council,- on the platform and in the
press. As on the occasion of his last election, objection was
taken - to his- candidature on the score of his being the
subject of 2 Native State, he immediately obtained naturali-
‘zation as a British Indian Subject without jeopardising his
rights as the brother of the present Nawab of Banganapalli
and was thea returned onopposed. The pamphlet records
his work in the Council, gives the full text of the speeches
delivered there, the resolutions moved and the interpellations
put. Mr. Mir Asad Ali Khan is a strong believer in the oeces-
<ity for communal representation in the present condition of
India, an opinion which' we share- with him. ‘We note he is
one of the signatories to the much advertised memorandum
"of the nineteen. The pamphlet is well calculated to. place
heforedis constityents the work that he did for them in the
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first year ‘of his second term.—The ** Fuslice,” 25th Augusi
1917.

Separate Muslim Representation

We draw the attention of our readers to an interesting
and valued article from the pen of Khan Bahadur Mir Asad’
Ali Ehan who so worthily represents us in the Viceroy’s
Council. No one in Madras has a reputation for greater
moderation and sound judgment, and the Khan Bahaduris
not only a representative Moslem but he is also a representa-
tive Indian. And yet he has not hesitated to put down his
views concisely lest we forget.—The ‘* Islamiah,” Madras,
29th August 1917,

Rendering Account

The Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan of Banganrapalli has hit
at a good and original idea in giving an account of his work
in the Imperial Legislative Council to his electorate and we
trust his example will be followed by others. In a small
pamphlet under the title, *“ My fourth year in the Imperial
Legislative Council,” our worthy friend has rendered a
complete account of his work as a represeatative of the
people together with the opinions of those who are in a
position to judge of political activities, we mean the press,
Why should other popular represeatatives not do the same
and render to their counstituents an account of the work
done by them when engaged on behalf of the people. Nawab
Asad Ali Kban's resume of his work is instructive and
interesting. He has served his community with honesty and
fearlessness, regardless of popular favour or official frown,
and that is what others should do.—=Th¢ * Bombay Mail,” 2nd
September 1017,

Hon. Mpr. Mir Asad Ali Khan in the Counail

We have to acknowledge the receipt from the Hon'ble
Mr. Mir Asad Ali Khan, of a copy of an interesting pamphe
let embodying an account of bis work in the Imperial Legis
lative Council during the fourth year of his membership..
After a careful perusal we must say that it constitutes a fine’
record of public service of which the Honourable gentlemag -
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has evety reason to be-proud.- The pamphlet before ’us
contains abundant evidence of the- ceaseless activity and
vigilance displayed by him for safeguarding the interests of
his countrymen in geaeral and especially of the great Musal-
man community in Indiz. Mr. Asad Ali Khan’s interpella-
tions and speeches in the Council prove that he has been by
no means content to remain a silent member and thatasa
trusted representative. of the people, he has taken every
opportunity to present to the authorities the popular as dis-
tinct from the official view of Indian public questions. We
find that the pamphlet includes Mr, Asad Ali Khan's valuable
presidential address delivered at the Cuddapah Provincial
Conference held at Rajampet in November 1916, Mr. Asad
Ali Khan is a valuable political asset in the public life of the
Presidency and his honourable career of public service and
broad-minded patriotism ought to impel members of other
aristocratic families to emulate his pablic spirit and zeal for
the ‘country’s progress.—United Indiu and Nalive -Slales,
November 1917,

The Madras Muslim League

The publication of the report of the Muslim League has
given a-weapon into the hands of extremists, There was a
timé when the 'Muslim League was retrograde and men like
Khan Bahadur Ghulam Muhamad Mahajir were not of it ; at
least their sympathies were not with it ' Bat things have
rapidly changed. The Prince of Arcot his resigned, but
another Prince steps in, the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan, who
will safely guide it in these days of exceptional difficulty.—
WThe Islamiah,” 12th Deceinber 1917,

The Madras Muslim League

We prigted yesterday extracts from the Presidential
Addresyof the Hon'ble Mr. Asad Ali Khan which was deli-
vered last evening atthe annual mseting of the Madras
Muslim League. The Hon'ble Mr. Asad Ali Khan does well
to take a charitable view of the new associations and new
parties that are being "ushered int> existence against the
National Assemblies by welcoming them as * co-workers in
the-same broad political feld,” because * healthy rivalry
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between -different associations only tends to stimulate the
quicker progress of the whole community.” The Hon'ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan is one of the “Nineteen ” who submitted the
memorable Memorandum and he states nothing but the bare
fact when he says that.* no Congress schems: or proposal
was ever before discussed so thoroughly both in the press
and on the platform as the Lucknow Joint Schene” ; the
scheme may or may not be perfect ; but it was certainly
not hastily drawn up. We have no doubt that the whole
Muslim community shares the regret of the Hon'’ble Mr. Asad
Ali Khan Bahadur at the defection of the Prince of Arcot
from the Muslim League which is the body which has been
g0 far representative of Muslim political opinion of the Presi-
dency.—""The New India,”’ 21st December 1917,

The Muslim League

In this connection we desire to draw attention to the
observation of the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan of the
Viceroy's Council with regard to the differences of opinion.
Heis too responsible a personage to indulge in volatile
diatribe. He respects differenCes and most surely thinks
that they are also working for the advance -of the couatry
who differ from us. This bas been the constant theme of the
Islamiah which has always tried to bridge the gulf of
irresponsibility that is fast coming over pablic life through
journalism of the New India type. The Islamiah is devoted to
the creed of the South India Islamiah League, but on that
account does not feel called upon to abuse every one who does
not see eye to eye with it. We regret strongly that the Hon'ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan should have associated himself with the
Madras Moslem League with which we associate narrowness
aund schism in public work., On that account we do not dis-
agree with him, we respect his views and publish the full
text of his excellent address elsewhere. It.is a sober presanti-
ment of the case and his imagination has evidently been quic-
kened by the arrival of the Secretary of State.—The [slamia’,
361k December 1917,

Moslem Aspirations

In his interesting .address at the annual meehng of the

Madras Presidency Muslim League, the Hon'ble: Mir.Asad
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Ali Khan Bahadur, referred to the recently risen parties in’
Moslem ranks. ‘He expressed no misgivings; he sounded
no trumpet of alarm; he was, on the whole, hopeful, and
welcomed them as * co-workers in the same broad political
field” and wished them “Godspeed in their laudable endea-
vours to work for the uplift of the Moslem community.”
' Healthy rivalry between different associations only tends to
stimulate the quicker progress of the whole community.”
We wish that this feeling had marked the leaders of ' other
warring communities at the present moment and that we
had less demonstration of the belief that “those who are not
of us are against us.” Indeed no commanity is to-day more
agitated than .our Moslem brethren. Their wound is yet
sore. They have no taste yet of any official sympathy.
Their internees are internees, still ; their press is being most
mercilessly gagged, and, asif this were not enough, they
bave internecine quarrels. As the Hon’ble Mr. Asad All
Khan Bahadur. said :—* The resignation of the Hon'ble the
Prince of Arcot, the formation of a rival League, the sharp
political differences within our own camp, the hostile
attitude of a section of Anglo-lndlans and their press towards
the political demands of the Congress-League scheme, and
lastly, the too cautious,-if not alarming, attitude of the bure-
aucracy towards the ever-growing aspirations of educated
Indians, are all matters of deep concern to our future welfare.
and progress.”

The Khan Babadur is a staunch champion of Moslem:
interests } his views on communal .zepresentation are well.
known, - and in- his speech he .reiterated them. He has
always strongly advocated the cause of Mahomedan educa~
tion, the mamsprmg of all reforms, as well as. separate
representation for Mahomedans even ia local bodies such as
Distiict and T3luk Boards and Municipalities. He believes
that in the present stage of Mahomedan society separate
representation is badly needed, not only in smaller bodies
ag a corollary to what obtains in the.Indian Legislative
Councils but in the Senate of the Madras University, the
City Corporation, and the public services. * Education is
the crying need, particularly among the Mahomedans, and
our: edicational interests can -efectively be represented ou
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the University Senate dy Moslem representatives. 1f Moslem
education is to advance still further, Moslem graduates should
be given thereon adequate representation. Besides educa-
tion, the Hedjaj question, Moslem religious and charit.ble
endowments, Moslem public holidays and larger employment
of Mussalmans in the public services all claim my first
attention.” -

We do not believe that any Mussalman could be more
than "that towards his own community ; but the Khan
Bahadur’s words on larger affairs deserve the attention of
the community. He said: “ Outside the community, every
right-thinking Mussalman ought to be an Indian first and a
Mussalman next. For the country belongs to-day not to any
particular community, however preponderating that com-
munity may be, but to all classes and communities of His
Majesty’s Indian subjects. Consequently, to the Indian
Mussalman, India is his country. Subjects of ‘the same
Sovereign, taxed by the same authomty, and inhabitants of
the same country, we have our common interests in the
promotion of which all the Indian communities are equally
interested,” And the Moslem goal in Indian politics, as
described by the President of the Madras Muslim League is
unexceptional. Their policy was defined as aiming at the
moral and material advancement of the Moslem community,
the maintenance and promotion of loyalty among -the people
of this country, and the attainment under the aegis of Great
Britain of a system of self-government suitable to India
through constitutional means. * It is also our policythat we
should live in peace and harmony with our sister communities
in the land. Goodwill and concord between Mussalmans
and Hindus will surely tend to the earlier realisation of the
goal of our political ambition. What is really good for the
country as a whole is equally good to each of the communi.
ties inhabiting India.” It is, indeed,a remarkable address
that the Hon’ble Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur
delivered. We publish its full text elsewhere for the
consumption of misguided Moslems, who, in the belief that
they are championing the Moslem cause or displaying their
extra loyalty, are found in the camps of reactionaries.—
M Indian Pajriot,” 22nd December 1917,
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The Muslim League

The Hon’ble Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan’s presidential
address at the annual meeting of the Madras Presidency
Muslim League dealt not only with subjects pertaining to
Moslem progress but also with those larger questions affect-
ing the well-being of the country in general. After referring
to the pain caused to Indian Mohamedans by the action of
the Sultan of Turkey in fighting on the side of Britain’s
enemies and assuring the British Government of the deep
and steadfast loyalty of Indian Mohamedans and their deter-
mination to stand by the Empire during the present struggle
the Nawab reiterated his well-known views with regard to
the various political problems now agitating the public mind.
‘While putting in a powerful’ plea for communal representa-
tion for his co-religionists at every stage of public life—the
Taluq Board, the District Board, the Legislative Council, the
City Corporation and the Senate of the University—he
repeated his unswerving adherence tothe Congress-League
scheme.—Uniled India and Nalive Stales, 10th Fanuary 1918.

‘Indian (or Non-Allopathic) Medical Bystem
and Government

(Translated from Urdu)

Atthat time we discussed in the Qoumi Report (18th March)
on the excellent service rendered by the Honourable Nawab
Sahib to the community and the country and emphasised
that he performed his legitimate functions with devotion and
perseverance. The community elected him as its representa-
tive and he has been representing the Muhammadans with
sound knowledge and experience.

We would have published the full translation of the
vigorous and effective speech of the Hon'ble Nawab
Sahib, had there been sufficient space in the Qoumi Report,

This speech contains evidence of learning and politics.
We believe that, as for knowledge, liberal thoughts, frankness
and zeal it will ever be a memorable one.

The effect of his speech was that the Hon'ble Sir
Pardey Lukis expressed that he acknowledged the efficacy

and beneficial effects of the Ayurvedic and Unani modes of
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treatment and that he accepted on behalf of Government the
resolution of the Nawab Sahib.

This incident is a clear and strong proof that the Hon’ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan—

(1) always studies well every subject connected with the
country and his co-religionists,

(2) interests himself in and evinces sympathy with every
occupation and work,

(8) delivers his speech in the Council without any
restraint, with integrity and with freedom of
thought,

(4) cares to see that his ideas are in general reasonable
and practicable.

Itis evident that a member who possesses these good quali-
ties, merits and sociable nature is only fit to represent the
community in the Council. In spite of the fact that the Nawab
Sahib is a son of a Ruling Prince of an JIndian State, he has
been rendering greater service to the community, He had
apparently no ‘connection with the indigenous treatment,
neither is he himself 2 Hakim nor a Vaidiya. But he by his
resolution obliged not only all the Hakims and Vaidiyas of
India but also lacs of individuals who are the followers of
Hakims and Vayids.—The Qoums Report, Madras, 14tk April
1916.

Imperial Council Election
{Translaicd)

It is a matter of great rejoicing that Mr. Muhammad
‘Sharif Khan Bahadur who competed with the Hon’ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan Bahadur for a seat in the Imperial Council has
formally withdrawn his candidature. Whatever may be the
reason of withdrawal, justice requires that both Mr. Shariff
and the Muhammadan commaunity deserve to be congratulated.
At the previous election too both the gentlemen were com-
petitors but at last Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan got a majority
of votes. Subsequently his independent action in the Council
has shown that Nawab Asad Ali Khan is a very useful mem-
ber. He has no personal motives asa Muhammadaan re-
presentative but putting himself to much inconvenience he
realised his aims as may be sceq from his three pamphléts in
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English and Urdu published for the ose of the general public,.
wherein all his proceedings are noted. As the tree is known
by its fruit, a man is known by his actions. The reports of
the Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan are strong evidence in sup-
port—Qoumi Report, Madras, 20th Fuly19186.

Indigenous System of Medicine
(Translated)

Fortunately in the Punjab, this success has been achieved.
Here a resolution was brooght forward in H. E. the
Viceroy’s Council in support of the indigenous medical
practices which was accepted by the Government. The
whole credit regarding this resolution goes to the Hon’ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan in whose chapter of good deeds, this also
will find a place.~—‘'Alassar,” Lahore, 27th Shawal-ul-Mukaranz:
1334 H.



APPENDIX

The Resolutions of the Muslim League
PASSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

The following resolutions were passed at the annual
session of the Madras Presidency Muslim League held
on the 12th December at the Lawley Hall with the Hon’ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan in the chair :—

That this League on behalf of the Muslims of Southern
India expresses its unswerving loyalty and devotion to the
British Throne and prays for tbe glorious victory of the
Allies in the present war.

That this League offers its hearty greetings to H, E. the
Viceroy and the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for
India, whose visit portends great future for this country.

That this League places on record its deep regret that
the Government of India have turned a deaf ear to the
unanimous and persistent demand of hundreds of thousands
of Mussalmans and Hindus assembled in thousands of
meetings and through hundreds of recognised associations,
for the release of Messts. Mohamed Ali and Shaukat Ali,
and once more calls the attention of both H. E. the Viceroy
and the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India to the
imperative necessity of removing the great injustice done to
the entire Muslim community of India.

The League welcomes the policy of trust and conciliation
recently inaugurated and urges the Government of India to
give practical effect to it by releasing Messrs. Mohamed Alj,
Shaukat Ali, Moulana Hasrath Mohani, Moulana Abdul
Kalam Azad, Moulvi Mahmudul Hassan and other Muslim
internees.

That this League regrets that no Mohamedan bas been
placed on the ‘Internment Committee’ and requests the
Government of India to repair the commission.

That this League requests the Government of Madras to
make provision for tbe appointment of ‘Conciliation Boards’
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consisting of non-official Mahomadans and Hindus to
enquire into and settle religious disputes whenever they arise.

That in the opinion of this League it is desirable that
the management of awakfs (public endowments) be entrusted
to regularly constituted committees and not to individuals and
requests the Government to keep this principle in view and
enforce it when occasion arises.

That this League requests the Government of Madras to
reserve } of the elected seats in the Senate of the Madras
University for Mahomadans, to be filled up by electxon by
tegxstered Mahomadan graduates.

The League reiterates that at least four seats be reserved
for Mahomadans in the Corporation of Madras and an adequ-
ate number in each Union, Municipality, Taluk and District
Boards;and that these-be filled by electorates, consisting
purely of Mussalmans of the same gualifications as of others.

This meetmg requests the Government either to pass an
Act or issue an Executive order ‘prohibiting the play of
Music in front of Mosques, so that there ‘may not be any
violation, knowingly or unknowingly committed, of the
already existing custom in this respect.

That this meeting places on record its heartfelt sympathy
‘with the Muslim victims of the outrageous acts of the
Hindus of Shababad, Arrah and other villages in Behar,
begs to thank H. H. tbe Nizam for his princely donation to
the relief fund, appreciates the generosity of the Mussalmans
of. Ambur towards this object, and appeals to all Mussalmans

‘throughout the presidency, rich and poor to contribute their
‘mite to it.

. This League regrets that owing to indiscretion and
Jtactlessness of the Divisional Officer there occurred a distur-
bance at Chinnur in Cuddapah District, at the time of the
Muharam and Dusserah processions resulting ia the death of
‘three Mussalmans owing to the firing by the Police on the
order of the said ofticer. In view of these circumstances the
League requests the Government of Madras to drop the
proceedmgs agmnst the Mussalmans of the locality.



45

This League protests against the action of the United
Provinces Government in forfeiting the _security of the
Muslim paper—The New Era.

A resolution thanking the Government for recognition of
Urdu as a language for legal transactions was carried.

Mr. Sadhullah Badcha Sahib subscribed Rs. 50 and
Mr. Abdul Hakkim Rs, 500 for the Muslim victims in the
Behar Mabarram riots.

At the close of the session Mrs, Sarojini Naidu delivered
a brilliant and stirring address on Hindu-Moslem amity in
Urdu.

The Hon’ble Mr. Yakub Hasan in proposing a vote of
thanks to the chair said that no two views were placed before
the Secretary of State by the Moslems ; for the present
members of the South Indian Islamia League had accepted
the address prepared by the Madras Muslim League to be
presented to the Secretary of State.
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FOREWORD
ST S—

In presenting this pamphlet, entitled # My sixth year
in the Imperial Legislative Council,” to my constituency
and through them to my co-religionists and fellow-country-
men, I desire to place before them a brief account, as is
annually done, of my work in and out of the Imperial
Legislative Council during the year 1918. For it isa
duty I owe to my numerous voters who ought fo be
acquainted with the nature and exlent of the work done
by their elected representative. On a perusal of ifs
contents the readers will be in a better position to judge of
my humble service to the cause of Islam and of the coune
try. While it is for me to work for the sake of work, it is
for them to judge of its results, however fetble they be.

The end of the great world war, as sudden as it was
unexpected, was the most notable event of the year. The
conclusion of the armistice between the belligerent nations
presaged not only the end of the greatest war the world
has ever. known, unparallelled in its ghastliness and
deadliness, but the disappearance of Prussianism and all
military aggression of the worst kind, The death-knell
of modern militarism, not only in Europe but throughout
the civilised world, bas been sounded. The victory of
peace is about to return, proclaiming goodwill among
mankind. The dramatic suddenness with which the
gigantic struggle was brought to an end, the trembling
retreat of might before right, the return of a long wished
for peace, and the triumphant victory of Great Britain and
her Allies bespeak the timely intervention of the hand of



it

Providence o save humanity from the gravest perils of
German ¢ Kultur” and civilisation. The war has ended,
and ended, let me hope, for a long time to comwe, if not
for ever. It ought to bring about more healthy and
peaceful relations among the great Powers of the world.
The coming League of Nations will indeed be the precursor
of the dawn of that Universal Peace towards the
realisation of which the enlightened nations of the globe are
devoully marchirig with a quickened pace. While England
has, no doubt, emerged from this ordeal greater and
stronger, and more glorious and powerful than before, she
has her serious responsibilities to realise in this onerous
task as the greatest warld power to-day. The great
principles of righteousness, freedom and justice for which
England has fought with undaunted courage and firm
determination will long continue to inspire and guide her
in all her dealings not only with free and self-governing
nations but with all her subject nationalities and peoples, be
they white or brown or black. For the length of her benig.
nant sway over a world-wide commonwealth depends pri-
marily and largely upon the perpetuation of these great princi-
ples of the moral Law on which are fourided States, Empires
and Commonwealths. India’s participation in the war, her
loyal and abundant response to the Empire’s call during the
gravest of crises, and her devoted attachment to the British
Throne entitle her to an equal and honourable treatment
among the self-governing members of the Empires The re-
presentation of India by Indian nominees in the International
Peace Conference, the elevation of an Indian for the first time
in the history of Great Britain to a British Peerage and Cabinet
rank, and the bright prospects of coming reforms are unmis,
takable indications of the widened angle of vision the war
has brought about. - May the end of the war witness in
India the timely establishment of Responsible Government in
its first beginnings | For a loyal, contented and prosperous
India will be an invaluable asset and a standing monument
of glory to the British Empire,
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On the announcement of the conclusion of the armistice
the following telegram was sent by me to H. E, the Viceroy
and Governor-General of India :—

“The Muslim Community of Madras Presidency and
their representative most respectfully beg to express their
congratulations on the cessation of hostilities and complete
victory of the allied arms.”

It was acknowledged by the Private Secretary.to H. E,
the Viceroy as follows :—

“l am directed to acknowledge with thanks the
congratulations of the Muslim Community of Madras and
their representative on the final victory of the Allies,
conveyed in your felegram of the 16th November 1918
which has been placed belore H. E. the Viceroy.”

’

The Indian Reform Bill will shortly be introduced inté
Parliament, and it is to be hoped that substantial steps will
be taken in the direction of Responsible Government in
India as an integral part of the British Empire, and that the
first beginnings of Responsible Government will not belie
the great expectations the famous Parliamentary announces
ment of August 20 (1917) has raised in the patriotic bosoms
of loyal Indians. The Southborough Committees have
finished their labours, and their reports have been presented
to the House of Commons.” Tne Franchise Cummitlee,
am glad ta learn, have accepted the terms of the Congress.
League scheme in regard to the proporion of Moslem
representation in the Legislative Council.  The rights of the
Musalmans, I am sure, will be safeguarded through Com.
munal Representation, and they will enjoy their rightful
share of the new political privileges to which they are
justly entitled by reason of their historic and polifical
importance, Whatever was wanting in the Montagu-Chelms-
ford report, [ presume, will be made vp for by such
changes as are necessary, when the Reform Bill passes
through Parliament, The considered views of the Muslimy
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community on the subject of Indian Reforms have already
been placed before the Government of India as well as
before the Franchise and Subjects Committees, presided
over by Lord Southborough. Both my views and those of
"the Madras Presidency Muslim League of which I have the
honour to be the President have been duly submitted to
the authorities concerned and published in the newspapers.
Let me hope that with ‘the rest of the Empire India too
will enjoy the blessings of political reconstruction.

During the year under review I attended all the meet-
ings of the council both at Delhi and .at Simla, and took
part in their proceedings. Being invited by the Govern-
ment of India, I attended the Delhi War Conference. As
for my work in the Council a perusal of the first portion of
this pamphlet will give my readers a fairly good idea.
While this was to have been my last account of the work
done-in the Council, the term of membership in the Council
has been extended by a year, so that my voters will yet
have another pamphlet for 1919 - issued to them early next
year. By thé time the next pamphlet is published the
Indian Reform Bill will have been carried and passed into
law, Legislative Councils will have been enlarged with new
and additional privileges, and the electorates much widened
with considerably larger additions to the present voting
strength. In fact,a new political atmosphere will have
been created, and a new political life will have dawned on
the Indian horizon. Possibly, you may be called upon to
return more than one representative for your community to
the newly constituted Indian Legislative: Assembly. In
proportion as the new opportunities for doing public good
are availed of and the newly acquired powers are used for
the good of the country, we shall prove our fitness to enjoy
still greater rights and larger privileges in the years to come,
Hence all petty differences and personal prejudices should
be given up, and the Muslim community should be pre-
pared to present 2 sqlidly united front in demanding all
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legitimate privileges both for the commumty and for the
country.

On my return from the Delhi War Conference in May
last, I had the honour of presiding over the third session of
the Malabar District Conference at Tellicherry an account of
which appears elsewhere in this pamphlet. In doing so, I
had a golden opportunity of meeting a number of the
leading Muslim voters of the Malabar District with whom'I
had the pleasure of exchanging friendly thoughts on the
questions of the day. A similar opportunity presented itself
to me when 1 presided over the anniversary celebration of
the Begampore Mushm League at Dindigul, where 1 came
into direct personal contact with a number of the Muslim
volers of the Madura district. On such occasions a thrill
of joy and pride passes through the veins of your represen-
tative as he is brought nearer and nearer the very homes of
his constituency. When 1 was at Tellicherry, my fellow.
countrymen, the distinguished representatives of the Hindu
community, showed me all courtesy and honour for which
my deep thanks are due to them. Wherever | went, I was
happy to find healthy relatipns existing between the Hindus
and the Musalmans, This is the first political lesson~the
unity between the two great communities—~that each of us
has to learn, recognise and realise before the dream of an
Indian nationality can ever be accomplished. Indian
political progress is like unto a carriage and pair. Both the
horses should march together; if the carnage is to move
onward. The Hindu horse should not pull one way and
the Muslim horse the other way, lest the carriage may
remain at a standstill. Both must pull together and pull
the same way with nearly the same speed. Hence the
Musalmans and the Hindus should learn to fraternise
with each other for the common good of India, the land
of our adoption for centuries.

My object in publishing this little brochure will have
been attained, if a perusal of its contents will enable my
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voters to take a more infelligent interest in the study of
public questions, and follow diligently the course of public
events which in these days of keen struggle and competition
occur with rapid succession. While the world is moving
fast, we in India cannot afford to sit idle with folded hands
and content with our humble lot under the eastern sky,
lest our society should be threatened with stagnation
or eventual extinction, Under the wgis of British
Rule let us be ready tg march forward to our appoint.
ed goal, though distant it be—a free seli-govern-
ing United India as an integral part of the British
Commonwealth, No work, therefore, is too small for us
to do, Every little thing must be attempted with a clear
conscience and everything must be done in a faithful way.
Communal problems are no less important than national
problems. But communal interests must yield to the
larger national interests, whenever the latter conflict with
the former. These facts should be borne in mind when
questions and resolutions relating to the uplift of the Muslim
community, and those of an imperial character are sent up
to me for necessary action. They will be received thank-
fully, and all suggestions for the improvement of national
work are welcome,

5, MouNT ROAD, MADRAS,
MIR ASAD ALL

1st May 1919,



THE HON'BLE MIR ASAD ALl KHAN BAHADUR




In the Imperial Legislative Gouncil

SECTION I
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following questions were put by the Hon’ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan Bahadur during the sessions of the Imperial
Legislative Council, and the following answers were elicited
from the Government :—

Delhs, 21th February 1918 '
The Commercial Intelligence Department

1. Will Government be pleased to state what improve-
ment bas been made in the organization of the Commercial
Intelligence Department within the last two years ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir George Barnes)

The question of improving the organization of the
Commercial Intelligence Department has been engaging the
attention of the Government of India for some time past. It
has been decided to continue the existing arrangements until
the report of the Indian Industrial Commuission is received.

Representation on the Imperial Legislative Counail
of Cantonments in Native States

2. With reference to my questions regirding the repre-
sentation of cantonment stations in Indian States, such as
Bangalore and Secunderabad, asked on the 9th September
1918, 9th January 1914, and 8th September 1914, do
Government propose to consider the question of giving them
representation on the Imperial Legislative Council in any
scheme of impending reforms?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir William Vincent)

Government are at present unable to make any statement
asto the scope of the constitutional changes now under
consideration.



Investigation of the indigenous system ef medicine
8. Will Government be pleased to state

(a) whether they have received the views of all
Local. Governments on the subject of my
resolution moved in this Counci] on the 15th
March 1916, recommending sn investigation
in segard to the indigenons systems of
medicine ?

(5) and if so, what action they have taken in the
matter as the result of such investigation ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir William Vincent)

The views of all the Local Governments and Adminis*
trations have been received by the Government of India.
They are now, as stated in the reply given by the Hon'ble
Sir James Du Boulay to the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur B. D,
Shukul on February 6th, awaiting from the Chief Commissio-
ner of Delhi the opinion of the Committee of the All-India
Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi Conference on the indigenous
systems of medicine.

The Cotton Industry in India

4. With reference to the answer given fo my question
on the cotton industry in India asked on the 16th February
1917, that Government were considering the suggestions
made by Professor Todd, will Government be pleased to
state what action has since been taken to promote the
industry ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Claude Hill)

The Hon'ble member's attention is invited to the answee
given by the Hon’ble Sir George Barnes, to a question asked
on the same subject by the Hon'ble Maharaja 8ir Manindra
Chandra Nandi on 6th February 1918, As stated by my
Hon’ble colleague, the whole question will be carefolly
considered by the Government of India on receipt of the
report of the Committee which has been appointed to
investigate the possibility of extending the production of
long-stapled cotton in India.
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Delhi, 5th March 1918
Mussalmans interned in India
5. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a
statement showing the following particulars as regards the
Mussalmans interned n India, including Burma :(—
(a) the total number interned ;

(b) the name, birthplace, age and profession of each
interned ;

(c) the enactment under which each is interned ;

(d) the date as well as the period of internment ;

{(¢) the place of internment and, where the interned
person is confined iu jail, the name of such
jail, and

‘(f) the amount of allowance given to (1) the
interned and (2} his dependants, if any.

{Reply by the Hon’ble Sir William Vincent)

The Honr’ble Member is referred to the reply given to
the question put by the Hon'ble Raja Sir Muhammad Ali
Muhammad Kban on the same subject.

Delhi, 8th March 1918
The Madeas Righ Court
6. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn
to the resolution regarding the Madras High
Court recently moved and lost in the Madras
Legislative Council ?

(b) Will Government be pleased.(1) to publish the
full correspondence, if any, between them
and the Government.of Madras over the
question of fxing the permanent strength of
the Madras High Court; and (2) to state
whether 1 view of the increasing arrears of
work, they contemplate raising the permanent
strength to twelve Judges ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir William Vincent)

(@) The Government of India bave seen newspaper
reports of the proceedings in the Madras
Legislative Council.
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(6) (1) It is not customary in such cases to publish
-correspondence between the Government of
India and a Local Government, and it is not
proposed to make an exception to the usual
practice in the present instance.

{2) The Government of India are not aware that
the arrears in the Court’s work are increasing,
and there is no present intention of raising
the present strength of Judges to twelve. A
total staff of this number has however been
sanctioned up to the end of the current year.

Moslem Representation in certain Madras Bills
7. Will Government be pleased to state

(@) whether sanction has been accorded to (1) the
Madras City Municipal Rill, (2) the Madras
District Municipalities Bill, and (8) the Madras
Local Boards Bill ;
() whetber in connection with the Madras City
Municipal Bill the question of separate
Moslem representation received their due
consideration, as in the case of the Calcutta
Municipal Bil}, and if so, whether it was one
of their suggestions ; and
(c) if no provision has been made in each of these
Madras Bills for adequate Moslem representa-
tion on the local bodies, as has been done in
the United Provinces, whether they intend to
suggest its inclusion in the Bills before
according their sanction to them ?
{Reply by the Hon’ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair)
Sanction has not been accorded by the Government of
India to the introduction of any of the Bills mentioned.
The District Municipalities and Local Boards Bills have not
been referred to the Government of India. The City Muni-
cipal Bill has been so referred, but orders will not issue until
the opinion of the Corporation has been received by the
Local Government. This Bill does notin its present form
provide for separate Moslem representation, but a certain
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number of Councillors are under it to -be nominated by
Government with the object, among others, of providing for
the representation of communities who are in a permanent
minority. No suggestion has been made by the Government
of India for the provision of special Moslem representation
in the Bill, anditis not intended to make such provision
unless this is proposed by the Local Government.
Loocal Option

8. Will Government be pleased to state whether they
are prepared to recognise the principle of local option in
areas or localities where local option is desired by a sub-
stantial majority of the inhabitants ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir George Barnes)

The Hon’ble Member, 1 gather, means by his question
to ask whether the Government are prepared to close all
drinking shops in areas or localities where such closure is-
desired by a substantial majority of the inhabitants. What
he exactly means by the words * substantial majority’ remains
undefined. The Government have always felt the desirability
of ascertaining and deferring to reasonable public opinion in
excise matters as expressed by Advisory Committees. A few
days ago I tried to point out in this Council the great diffi-
culties surrounding the question of total prohibition, the
certainty that illicit practices would follow prohibition, if
that policy were adopted, and the necessity for considering
the legitimate rights of the minority. If after considering
these difficulties and after ascertaining the wishes of the
inhabitants, a Local Government should in the future recom.
mend the closure of all drinking shopsin any particular
area, I do not think that the Hon'ble Member will be likely
to find the Government of India standing in the way of the

recommendation.
Delh, 12th March 1918

Percentage of Alcohol in Country Spirits
9. Wilt Government be pleased to state
{a) - whether the percentage of alcohol in country
spirits and fermented liquor varies in different
parts of.the country, and if so, in what pro-
portion ; .
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(b) the actual percentage of alcohol present (1)in
each kind of country liquor, (2) in fermented
liquor such as toddy or pachwai, and (8)in
country beer ; and

{c) the retail selling prices 10 the principal cities of
India of (1) country spirits, (2) toddy, and (3)
beer, as well as each kind of foreign liquor.

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir George Barnes)

The information for which the Hon’ble Member asks in
clauses (a) and (b) of his question will be found so far as it is
available in Major Bedford's report on alcoholic lquors in
Ind1a, a copy of which I will be pleased to lend the Hon’ble
Member if he so wishes.

A statement of the retail selling prices of country spirits
and toddy in the principal cities of India will be laid on the
table when the information has been collected. It is
impassible to give this information in regard to beer and
foreign liquors as they are sold in a variety of qualities, at
prices which vary accordingly.

Indian and Acgle-Indian Journals required by
Government ’

10. Will Government be pleased to state the names and
the number of copies of the Indian and Anglo-Indian news-
papers, journals and other periodicals which are required
for departmental purposes ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Willlam Vincent)

A statement is laid upon the table embodying the infor-
mation asked for by the Hon’ble Member. (Vide Appendix A).
Consumption of teddy, pachwai and other liquors

11. Will Government be pleased to state for each of
the last five years (1218-1917), Province by Province :—

(2} the total quantity, as far as avauable, of (1)
toddy, (2 pachwai, (8) other fermented liquor,
R and (4) beer, consumed in India ;
(b) the total quantiy of each kind of foreign liquor
imported into India ;
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{c) the total quantity of all kinds of liquor exported
from India?
(Reply by the Hon’ble Sic Gearge Barnes)

The complete figures desired by the Hon'ble Member
cannot be given, but statements are laid upon the table giving
all the information that is available. (Vide Appendix A).

Securities deposited under the Prese Act, 1910
12, Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a

statement for each of the last three years (1915, 1916 and
1917}, showing, Province by Province :—

(a) the names of Urdu and Anglo-Urdu news-
papers, journals and other periodicals (1)
from which securitics have been demanded
under the Press Act of 1910, and (2) the
securities of which have been forfeited, and
the presses confiscated to the State uader the
same Act ;

(b) the number of such papers ashave stopped
publication ;

(cy the number of such papers as have been
exempted from the payment of deposits under
the Act, as well as the number of existing
papers to which the Press Act has not been
applied ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir William Vincent)

The information asked for is being coliected from Local
Governments and Administyations and when it is complete,
a statement will be laid upon the table.

Delhi, 14th March 1918
Food Grains used in the manufacture of Alcohel

18. Will Government be pleased to state for each of
the last five years :—

(@) the total quantity of food grains used in the
manuofacture of beer and kindred liquor in
this country ; and

(6) the quantity of alcohol (in gallons) used for
commercial and industrial purposes ?
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(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir George Barnes)

There are no figures available which would enable me
to answer the first part of the Hon’ble Member's question.

With regard to the second part, alcohol used for com.-
mercial and industrial purposes has only been shown
separately in the statistics for the last two years. I am laying
on the table a statement of the amounts of rectified and
denatured spirits issued in the various provinces during the
years, 1915-16 and 1916-17, which I hope will give the
Hon’ble Member the information he desires. (Vide
Appendix A).

Delki, 18th March 1918

Moslem Representation on the Madras University

14. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn
to (1) the resolution passed at the last annual
meeting at Madras of the Madras Presidency
Moslem League, regarding the reservation of
a fourth of the elected seats in the Senate of
the Madras University for Muhammadans,
and (i) the resolution passed at the District
Moslem Edacational Conference at Vellore
(Madras), on the 17th February, regarding the
desirability of amending the Indian Univer-
sities Act, VIII of 1904, so as to create a
separate electorate of registered Moslem
graduates for electing their own represen-
tatives to the University Senate ?

() If so, do Government propose to consider the
advisability of introducing any such change
at an early date in the Universities Act ?

{Reply by the Hon'ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair)

(a) The Government has seen the latter but not the
former of these resolutions.

{b) Itis not proposed to make any amendments in
the law regarding the constitution of Univer-
sity Senates pending receipt of the report of
the Calcutta University Commission,



9

Ra ilway Survey between Yerragudipad and Atmakur

15. Will Government be pleased to state

(a) the result of the railway (metre gauge) survey
between Yerragudipad and Atmakur in the
Madras Presidency ; and

(6) whether the survey line passes through or near
the Banganapalle State, and if so, at what
point ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir Robert Gillan)

{a) The Yerragudipad-Atmakur Railway was sur-
veyed in the years, 1908 and 1909. The cost
of the section from Yerragudipad to Nandyal,
714 miles in length, was estimated at Rs. 40.
85 lacs, and the return on capital outlay at
2'08 per cent. The cost of the section from
Nandyal to Atmakur, 80 miles in length, was
estimated at Rs. 14-87 lacs and the return on
capital at 2'9 per cent.

(b) The line as surveyed runs for about § of a mile
of its length through the Banganapalle State
near Kottapalle village.

Delhi, 22nd March 1918
Securities deposited under the Press Act of 1910
16. Will Government be pleased to state, Province by
Province, for each of the last three years )
(a) the number of (1) monthly magazines or periodi-
cals and (2) weekly journals for which

securities were demanded under the Indian
Press Act of 1910 ; and

(b) the number of such magazines and journals as
have deposited securities under the Act ?
(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir William Vincent)
A statement is laid on the table giving the information
desired by the Hon’ble Member. (Vide Appendix A).
2
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Educational expenditure
17. Will Government be pleased to- lay on the table a

statement for each of the last five years, Province by Province,
showing +—

(@) recurring grants,

(5 non-recurring grants ; and

{c) unspent balances,
in regard to educational expenditure,

(Reply by the Hon'’ble Sir C. Sankaran ...,
The statement asked for is laid on the table, (Vide
Appendix A).
Simla, 18th Seplember 1918

Publication of Criticisms on the Indian Reform
Proposals

.18 Do Government propase to publish the criticisms
on the Indian Reform Proposals by Local Governments,
public bodies and public men, and submit the same to the
Secretary of State for India before the proposed constitutional
changes are embodied in a Parliamentary Bill, and will the
publication be made available to the public ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir William Vincent)

The opinions of Local Governments and responsible
criticisms received will be communicated to the Secretary of
State ‘before legislation is introduced into Parliament. 1Itis
not customary for the Government of India to publish such
opinions and criticisms.

Food-grains used in the manufacture of alcoholie
liguors

19. With reference to the reply given on 14th March
last to my goestion regarding the total quantity of food-
grains used in the’ manufacture of alcoholic liquors such as
beer, do Government intend to advise provincial administra-
tions to collect and include the necessary statistics in their
respective annual reports on the excise administration ?

{Reply by the Hon'ble Sir George Barnes)

No, Sir, the Government do not propose to advise Pro-

vincial Administrations t¢ collect and include the statistics
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suggested by the Hon'ble Member in their respective annual
reports on the excise administration.

Simla, 23rd Seplember 1918

Construction of railway line between Balharsha and
Warangal

20. (a) Isit proposed to construct a railway line bet-
ween Balharsha on the Great Indian Penin-
sular Railway and Warangal on the Nizam’s
Guaranteed State Railway, and if so, when ?

(b) Is there any proposal to extend the Nizam's
Guaranteed State Railway line from Wana-
parti Road to Kurnool or Nandyal, and if so,
at what point will the proposed line meet the
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway ?

{¢) Is it proposed to construct a railway line bet-
ween Hingoli and Akola, and if so, when ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble 8ir Robert Gillan)

(a) The reply is in the affirmative. His Exalted
Highness the Nizam's Government who, as at
present arranged, will finance the construction
of the Balharsha-Warangal 'Railway, have
proposed to defer the construction till the end
of the War.

(b) It was at one time proposed to construct a
metre gauge connection between Hyderabad
and Kurnool or Nandyal, with a view to link-
ing up the metre gauge system of Hyderabad
State with the Madras and Southern Mahratta
Railway. This scheme has however been
superseded in part by the Secunderabad
Gadag project, of which the Secunderabad
Wanaparti Road Railway forms the first
section. There i3 no proposal at present
before the Government of India for an exten-

. sion ol this railway to Kurnool or Nandyal.

(c) It is not proposed to comstruct arailway bet-
‘ween Hingoli and Akola. A reconnaissance
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survey of a line from Akola to Basim has how-
ever recently been.ordered by the Railway
Board.
Changes in the running of trains on the Great Indian
Peninsular Railway
21. (a) Have there been new changes in the running of
trains on the Great Indian Peninsular Railway
since the 1st of September, such as the cancel-
lation of the Delhi ¢ Express ’ and the running
of the ¢ Mail’ only as far as Delhi ?

(b) Isita factthat no carriage is provided in the
Bombay-Delhi mail for Intermediate class
passengers and that such passengers are in
consequence put to inconvenience ? If so, do
Government intend to draw the attention of
the Railway authorities in this matter ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir Robert Gillan)

The reply to part (a) of the question is in the affirmative.
Before 1st September, a Mail train between Bombay and
Peshawar and an Express train between Bombay and Delhi
ran via the Great Indian Peninsular Railway,and a Mail train
ran between Bombay and Lahore via Bombay, Baroda and
Central India Railway. With a view to reducing passenger
train mileage it was decided to run only one Mail train bet-
ween Bombay and the Punjab, and the Bombay Baroda and
Central India train now runs between Bombay and Peshawar,
the Great Indian Peninsular Mail runs between Bombay
and Delhi, and the Express train has been cancelled.

() Intermediate class accommodation has not
hitherto been provided in the Great Indian Peninsular Mail
and there may be difficulties in providing it now, but the
matter will be taken up with the Great Indian Peninsular
Administration.

Simla, 261k Septembey 1918
Investigation of the indigenous system ef medicine

22, {(a) With reference to the reply given on the 27th
February last to my question on the subject,
will Government be pleased to lay on the
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table a statement of the views of Local
Governments regarding the investigation of
the indigenous system of medicine ?

(b) What further action do the Government of
India propose to take in the matter ?

{Reply by the Hon’ble Sir William Vincent)

(a) The views of the Local Governments and
Administrations .are summed up in a state-
ment which I lay on the table.

(b) The matter is under consideration. In reply to
his question on the subject in February last,
the Hon'’ble Member was informed that the
Government of India were awaiting the
opinion of the Committee of the All-lndia
Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi Conference,
That opinion is still awaited.

Statement

(Stalement summing up the views of Local Governinenls and
Admimslralions on the question of placing indigenous systems of
mcedicine on a scienlific basis )

The opinion unanimously expressed by Local Govern-
ments is that it is practically impossible to place the indi-
genous systems of medicine on a scientific basis. The systems
are a survival of a state of medical knowledge which once
prevailed in Europe, but has been superseded by a series
of scientific investigations and discoveries extending over
several centuries. They ignore the instruments of scientific
investigation which have made modern medicine and surgery
possible, and the theories on which they are based are de-
monstrably unsound. Even at the present time there are
numerous practitioners who have superimposed a knowledge
of western medicine on Ayurvedic instruction, or vice versa
but there is evidence that these men do not possess the con-
fidence of the people tothe same degree as practitioners
who have been trained solely in accordance with the strict
tenets of the Ayurveda, and the latter are strongly opposed
to any form of Government interference. If advance is to
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be made on these lines, it is essential that there should be a
strong movement among indigenous practitioners, supported
by public opinion, to reform and organise themselves and of
such a movement there is at present little or no evidence.

The hold which the ancient systems of medicine un-
doubtedly have on the masses of the population is attribut-
able in part to a form of credulity analogous to the belief in
the magical efficacy of quack drugs and patent medicines
which, in spite of constant-exposures and a much higher
level of education, is still so widespread even in western
countries but the popularity of these systems is chiefly due to
the smallness. of the fees which their practitioners are
willing to accept. Training in western methods invelves
expense, and itis inevitable that practitioners so trained
should raise their fees. The .attendance at Government
Hospitals and Dispensaries, where the treatment is gratuitous,
proves that the value of western methods is appreciated, and
the policy of Local Governments is to increase the
facilities for such treatment. To divert the funds available
for the purpose to the encouragement of systems which they
cannot but regard as unsound would, in their opinion, be a
grave misuse of public revenues.

There is, however, one line of research which is likely
to be fruitful ; and that is the scientific investigation of the
properties of indigenous’ drugs. Several Local Governments
have already considered measures for conducling such an
investigation ; but these measures have had to be postponed
owing to the impossibility of obtaining during the War the
services of competent pharmacologists.

Hardships of Third class passengers in obtaining
tickets

28, (4) Is it a fact that third class passengers at
important jusction stations, particularly at
the terminal stations such as Egmore and the
Central Station in Madras suffer great
hardship, because the ticket window is not
kept open sufficiently eatly 80 as to expedite
the sale of tickets tothe large mumber of
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passengers, that some passengers have to
pay heavy bakshis to obtain tickets and that
tickets are refused at the last moment ?
(b) Do Government propose to suggest to all
Railway administrations measures to remedy
these evils ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir Robert Gillan)

(a) A reference to the Time Tables and Coaching Tariffs
of Railways shows that Railway Administrations arrange to
keep booking offices open sufficiently long before the de-
parture of trains to obviate inconvenience to intending
passengers. No specific complaint has been received regard-
ing the Central Station, Madras. A complaintreceived from
the Railway Passengers’ Association, Saidapet, regarding
Egmore was referred to the Railway Administration, when
it appeared that most of the points brought to notice had
already been attended to and a satisfactory settlement
effected at a meeting between the General Tratic Manager
of the Railway and Representatives of the Association.
Railway servants are forbidden to accept illegal gratifications
and if they demand and accept wrongful payments before
issue of tickets to passengers, they lay themselves open to
criminal prosecution. The remedy for the evil where it
exists lies, so far as the travelling public are concerned, in a
prompt and definite complaint to the Agent of the Railway
concerned.

(b) The question of ameliorating the conditions of third
class travel has been receiving the careful attention of Rail-
ways under the Railway Board Ia this connection I lay on
the table for the information of the Hon'ble Member, copies
of three letters recently issued by the Board to Railway
Administrations and Senior Government Inspectors.



SECTION II

SPEECHES DELIVERED IN THE IMPERIAL
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

The Budget

“My Lord, the remarkable Financial Statement for
1918-19 reveals an excellent revenue position, a revenue
surplus, and, a cautious war budget without the im.
position of fresh taxation. 1 take this opportunity to
congratulate most heartily the Hon’ble Finance Member
on his presenting an eminently satisfactory budget once
again. On the eve of laying down the reins of high
office the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer may look back with
pride and satisfaction upon his career in the Financial
Department, and rejoice to find that his valuable service to
India and the Empire at a most critical period of her history
is fully recognized and appreciated by his non-official collea-
gues in the Imperial Legislative Council.

“The Financial Statement assumes for budget purposes
that the war is likely to continue for yet another year. The
end of the gigantic world-struggle does not yet seem to be
within sight. How to win the War is the one mighty resolve
of the whole Empire. India, too, my Lord, is determined to
continue to render the Empire every loyal assistance in the
successful prosecution of the War. At such a time any
criticism of the War budget ought to recognize at once the
urgent needs of the British Empire. Neither is it possible
for me to criticise the budget without a fair knowledge of the
present military needs, nor is it advisable to press vigorously,
as in normal times, the claims of India in matters of internal
progress and reform. Nor is a week’s time hardly safficient
to go through and digest a mass of statistics in the able
memorandum prepared by the Financial Secretary.

%1 should, however, like to place a few facts before the
Council, as may suggest though.s for future guidance. Uatil
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the year when War broke out, education and sanitation, my
Lord, continued to receive sufficient encouragement during
your predecessor’s regime. Since then War.conditions have
naturally prevented your Excellency’s Government from
making large and substantial grants towards their expendi-
ture. But it is to be regretted that even the grants since
made to Local Governments could not fully be utilised.
While the accumulation of non-recurring grants, made to
education between 1911-12 and 1918-19, répresents a fair
sum of nearly £2) millions, the unspent balance on the 1st
of April 1919 is expected to be £854,000, or less than a third
of the total expenditure of non-recurring grants, Further,
the Financial Statement expresses that in view of War
conditions they have to ask Local Governments to -restrict
drawings on their balances. Hence no appreciable progress
could be made in education. Moreover, a special recurring
grant of thirty lacs, allotted in the budget, for the develop-
ment of primary education, is too small to be of practical value
over such a large area. In view of the ﬁowing importance of
primary education this grant needs to be doubled, so as to be
of real benefit to the cause of primary education. The
Financial Member, 1 dare say, will see his way to make a
grant of at least £400,000 instead of £200,000, without
materially altering any budget item. Though substantial
amounts are not available for improving education, efforts
should be made to divert a good portion of the money spent
on University or higher education to the more pressing needs
of primary and secondary education. The need for trained
teachers in Primary Schools is increasingly felt, especially
in aided and unaided institutions. In Government Ver-
nacular Primary Schools half the number of teachers are
untrained men, and in Board and Municipal Schools far more
than half the number are untrained men, while in aided and
unaided Vernacular Primary Schools, the trained men form
only about a seventh of the total number of teachers. The
position is better in the Anglo-Vernacular Primary Schools
under Government, Board, or Municipal management, where
two-thirds of the teachers are trained men. But in aided
and unaided Anglo-Vernacular Schools less than a fourth of

3
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the teachers are trained men. These figures clearly show
that, if primary education is to make headway, more trained
teachers are needed, and, consequently, more training schools
in select centres. Whether in normal or abnormal times,
adequate provision should be made to meet the growing
needs of primary education. Also, I should like to suggest
that a portion of the Imperial grants, both recurring and
non-recurnng, should be ear-marked for Moslem education.
F_‘axrly satisfactory as the progress of Moslem education has
been in recent years, I believe there is need for an increased
number of scholarships to Moslem youths who desire to
pursue scientific or industrial education. For they have a
better aptitude for such education than those of the sister
community. Special Imperial grants too, should be ear.
marked for scientific and commercial education. A sum of
Rs. 84,000 is all that Provincial revenues could find for
promoting higher commercial education in 1916-17, and a
sum of about Rs. 24,400 only for commercial schools.

“Nor can sanitation be neglected. Stesped as the
masses have been for years past in ignorance and poverty,
any amount expended on the improvement of rural sanitation
80 as to minimise the evils of preventible discases is money
well spent. Even there one finds nearly haif the total
expenditure .of the non-recurring grants is shown as the
unspent balance expected to be available on the 1st of April
1919. I wish, my Lord, that Local Governments are per-
mitted to spend more of these non-recurring grants so as to
leave little unspent balance, except where it is absolutely
necessary.

# Under the revenue heads the rapid growth of the ex-
cise revenue cannot be contemplated with equanimity. It
has nearly doubled itself within the last fifteen years. With-
in the last four years, it bas increased by about 17 per cent.
Nearly half the total revenue is shared between Madras and
Bombay, the former alone contributing more than a fourth of
the total revenue. While an increased revenue does not
necessarily indicate a corresponding growth in the consump-
fion of liquor, it represents, however, a large amount of
money of the drinking classes, the vast bulk of whom are the
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poor masses of India. -The money they now waste on liquor
may profitably be spent in securing for them increased com-
fort and better living. The Government, my Lord, I respect-
fully submit, is not moraily entitied to raise revenue from the
cursed liquor traffic.

% Under the expenditure items, the military item, as is
indispensable and inevitable, tops the list. While I do not
feel competent to criticise that item, I feel bound to say that
a considerable decrease in expenditure should be looked
forward to when normal times return. Within the last five
years the expenditure has increased by about 40 per cent.
Next in importance to military expenditure comes police
expenditure. This expenditure, too, has shown a very rapid
rise from £8:81 millions'in 1907-08, to over £5} millions in
1917-18, and the budgeted figure for 1918-19 rises to £5:86
millions. Within the last ten years it has increased by about
74 per cent. A large increase, 1 dare say, must have occurred
in the Criminal Investigation Department, whose expenditure
alone has nearly trebled itself during the same period.
If increased expenditure leads to efficiency, I shall
not grudge it. But I have reason to believe there is need for
effective retrenchment in Police expenditure.

“ In view of the impending reforms, public expenditure
is likely to grow. The question of retrenchment is even more
important than that of reform. I should like to suggest the
appointment of a mixed committee of officials and non-officials
to scrutinise our public expenditure and suggest ways of
economy. Again, the post-war trade problems have to
engage our serious attention, as the future financial strength
of India will have to depend upon her economic prosperity.
Without feeling any necessity for imposing fresh taxation the
Government should consider the revenues of the country have
to be augmented by a well-thought-out plan of Indian
industrial expansion. Let me hope, my Lord, that, as soon as
the war is over, greater encouragement will be givea to
scientific and commercial education, and that your Excellen-
cy’s regime will mark the beginning of a new industrial era in

this country.”



20
18th March 1918

- The East India Railway Companys Contract

#8ir, I rise to support the Resolution moved by my
Hon’ble friend Mr. Sarma. The Hon’ble Mover has put his
case so well before the Council that I do not think it
necessary to detain the Council any longer by repeating the
same arguments. As the Hon'ble Member in charge of the
Department bas expressed a wish to know the views of the
members, I beg to say that I am one of the supporters of this
Resolution. I hope the Member in charge will place the
proceedings of the debate before the Secretary of State with
his favourable endorsement.”

19tk Marchk 1918
Internment Under the Defence of India Aot

# Sir, after hearing the speeches of the Hon'ble Mover
and the Hon'’ble the Home Member and the sympathetic views
taken by the latter, it is not necessary for me to say more, and
it only remains for us to thank him for his sympathetic atti-
tade. The Hon'ble Mr, Bannerjea's Resolution makes a modest
proposal. It does not aim even at the slightest alteration of
any clause or provision in the Defence of India Act or the
deportation Regulations, It wants the defence to remain on
the defensive and not to assume the role of the offensive. It
seeks to ensure the just and proper application of the Act or
the Regulations to individual cases. It asks, therefore, for
the appointment of a mixed committee of officials and non-
officials.

% First, such public opinion as we have in this country
desires to be satisfied in certain cases as to the jostness of the
enactment or enforcement of the Act as well as of the Regu-
lations. Whether rightly or wrongly people have come to
entertain a doubt as to their correct application in some
cases. The sentiment is there, and it is growing stronger and
stronger. In practical politics sentiment counts a good deal.
With due deference to the authorities whose vast powers, re-
sources and methods of investigation may unearth facts which
otherwise can hardly be known to an unsuspecting public,
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I feel bound to remark that, even with the best of intentions,
the best of officials are after all human, and are liable to err.
They are no more infallible than non-officials are. Even
should there be one unjust case for a hundred just cases, the
effect that that single case would produce upon public opinion
would be so great that no enhghtened Government could
afford to neglect it. Hence the Government should be pre-
pared to satisfy ;public opinion. It may be that the Govern-
ment have in their possession such assured information as
may not be disclosed to the public in the interests of public
safety. But they can furnish the proposed Committee with
such information as might be let in in the course of investiga-
tion, and thus help the Committee to arrive at safe and sound
conclusions,

4 Secondly, justice requires that the sacred personal
rights of the individual should be protected from envy or
malice which too often in the affairs of men may involve even
absolutely innocent persons into unexpected trouble. 1
consider it is one of the functions of a "civilised Government
to protect and safeguard the personal rights of the individual.

# Thirdly, in the name of prestige which the Government
- values so much, and in the interests of efficiency of which the
administration is so jealous, the Government should favour
the appointment of the proposed Committee, so that there
may be greater cordiality between the rulers and the ruled.
Even where the prestige of the Government is assailed, the
public will then voluntarily rush towards the support of
constituted authority and help to maintain its prestige.

% Fourthly, the appointment of a Committee will go a
great way in securing that public co-operation which the
police badly miss to-day for want of mutual confidence
between them and the people. With accurate knowledge of
facts the public will be less and less disposed to stand
aloof from police investigation of the right sort.

“For these reasons, I heartily support the Resolution
before the Council, and trust that it will meet with the unani-
mous acceptance of the Council.”
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(19th March 1918)

Appointment of an Indian Member to the next Imperial
War Conference

# Sir, while taking exception to the form in which the
Hon’ble Mt. Bannerjea’s Resolution .is worded, I fully
sympathize with the object of the Resolution. By the *Indian
Member for the next Imperial War Conference,’ 1 suppose
Mr. Bannerjea means an Indian representative chosen to
assist in'hig advisory capacity the Secretary of State for India
on the Imperial War Conference, ‘formally agreed on the
motion of the Prime Ministers of the great Dominions to
.modify its own constitution so as to permit of India being
fully represented at all future Imperial Conferencesd! We are
not entitled, I presume, to send our own representatives to
:the Conference until its constitution is changed. We do hope
that it. will shortly. be amended in the direction Indicated,
Uatil such time we must rest content with the position that
.our representatives can be sent only in their advisory capacity
as was.done last year. Since no. Indian representative can

.have a vote in the Conference, it is immaterial whether he is
nominated by the Government either directly or on the re-
commendation of the elected members of this Council. Mr,
Bannerjed evidently desires that the Government should be
‘pleased to_recognize the principle of election by appointing a
répresentative recommended by the elected members of this

*Council. - While no doubt ot fear is entertained as to the
¢xcellence of the choice of the Government, patriotic feeling
suggests a popular method of nomination.

« The Resolution, Sir, might have gone further and
suggested the election of a non-official representative by
the elected members of the Council. But it modestly sug-
gests, for the ready’acceptance of the Council, that the
recommendation of the Council should influence the Govern-
ment nomination of -at least one Indian representative.
Since it is to be, as it was, primarily.a War Conference, it is
butfitting in the nature of things that a popular represen-
tative should give exptession to the popular fecling that India
is prepared in these troublous times to share the burden of
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the Empire, and it shall be bis duty as India’s spokesman to
pledge India to give ber best and materially assist the Empire
in all possible ways to achieve a glorious victory. In fact,
such a loyal expression will come with better grace from the
people’s representative. I do hope, therefore, that the elected
members of this Council will be allowed the proud privilege
of recommending to His Excellency the Viceroy one or two
names of Indian representatives, one of whom he may be
pleased to nominate to assist the Secretary of State for India
on the Imperial War Conference. India’s position and
status within the Empire baving been raised by admitting
Indian representatives last year into the inner counsels of
the Imperial War Cabinet, as well as of the Imperial War
Conference, it is but meet that India should be allowed the
choice of nominating her representative. More words are
not needed to commend .this timely Resolution to your
acceptance. I, therefore, desire to give my hearty support
to Mr. Bannerjea’s Resolution.”

(6¢h Seplember 1918)
On Reform Proposals
“My Lord, I had the honour to welcome the proposed
Reforms and to express my views on them on the 26th- of
July last. The Madras Presidency Moslem League, of which
I have the honour to be the President, while welcoming the
Reform Proposals and tendering their thanks to Your Excel-
lency, suggests some modifications and improvements therein.
These have already been published in the dailies of Madras.

“As a representative of the Moslems of the Madras
Presidency, 1 tender my grateful thanks to Your Excellency
and to the Right Hon'ble the Secretary of State for the
Reform Proposals. I acknowledge them fo be on the whole
a considerable advance over the present position. The
scheme will constitute a real step towards responsible and
progressive Government, when it is modified and improved in
the light of the criticisms of responsible leaders and "public
bodies, as well as of the recommendations of the Committee
of non-official members of this Council which it is proposed
to appoint, I am, therefore, glad to give my hearty support
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to the Resolution which is before the Conncil, though ! would
at'the same time beg to be allowed fo express the feeling of
my ' co-religionists, who are disappointed with the scheme as
regards the inadequacy of representation of their community.
I hope that when these proposals take their final shape, the
Mussalmans will get adequate represeptation in all bodies—
Local, Provincial and Imperial.” (Appendix B).

(9th September 1918)

Financial Assistance in Respect of the Cost of the
Military Forces Raised, or to be Raised, In India

“ My Lord, as T have been convinced by the Hon’ble
Sir William Meyer’s speech, which has removed from my
mind any apprehensions with regard to taxation, 1 beg to
support this Resolution on the following grounds.

_ %I may be permitted toremind this Council of my esteem-
ed friend and colleague, the Hon’ble Sir Gangadhar Chitnavis’
Resolution unanimously passed in Council just about this
time four years ago. That memorable Resolution gave
expression to ¢their feelings of unswerving loyalty and
enthusiastic devotion to their King-Emperor and an assurance
of their unflinching support to the British Government,’ and
further expressed ! the opinion that the people of India, in
addition to- the military assistance now being afforded by
India to the Empire, would wisk to share in the heavy
financial burden now imposed by the War on the United
Kingdom.” Since then, my Lord, India has been contributing
her share in an ever increasing degree to the defence of the
Empire, and I may assure this Council that she is s!ill pre-
pared to render further help in all possible ways. But the
prolongation of the War demands still greater sacrifices. In
his last message. to India, His Majesty the King-Emperor
asked us to realise that ¢ the need of the Empire is India’s
opportunity.’

4 Again, at the Delhi War Conference in April last, Your
Excellency observed that $ihe liberty of the world must be
won before our aspirations for the -liberalising of Indian
politica] institutions can acquire any tangible meaning’ Sq
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the Resolution before the Council gives India yet another
opportunity to help to win the liberty of the world. The
military forces raised cr to be raised in this country may not
all be employed in the defence of our frontiers, and generally
for home defence. Some have been and may be employed in
Mesopotamia, and others sent to the eastern theatre of war,
Considering the heavy financial burden of the British Empire
as, in these terrible times of War,military expenditure continues
to grow by leaps and bounds, we ought to be able to recog-
nise the justice of India’s increasing share in bearing a part of
this heavy burden, not as a dependant but as an integral part
of the British Empire. Though the end of the War is not yet
in sight, it has, however, been brought appreciably nearer
through the recent continued successes and victories of the
British and their Allies on the Western Front. If this allied
offensive is to be pushed vigorously further into the enemy’s
entrenched lines, more money is needed for putting forth
still greater efforts, Enormous sacrifices in men and material
have already been made in stoutly opposing the enemy’s
advance, and driving him back. To stop further bloodshed
and further sacrifices every part of the Empire, including
India, should now bestir itself and further aid the Empire in
bringing this gigantic world struggle to an early and success-
ful close. lIndia is fully aware, my Lord, that her very
future depends upon the complete success of the British arms,
and that hee political salvation lies in the liberal and pro-
gressive British methods of Administration along modern
constitutional lines. Since the widened angle of vision has
brought together much closer the rulers and the ruled, we
have learnt to identify, in a large measure and to a great
extent, our best interests with those of the British Empire,
1 desire, theretore, to give my warm support to the Finance
Member's Resolution, and tcust that it will meet with the
unanimous acceptance of this Council.”



SECTION III

OTHER SPEECHES
(5th May 1918)

Reply: to the address of Welcome from the
Tellicherry Muslim League

Brethren :~—Please accept my warmest thanks for the
address of welcome you have go kindly presented to me on
my first visit to your historic town. The spiritual fervour that
rans through the whole address inspires me with hope and
fills me with joy. Born and brought up in the Islamic faith,
I yield to none in my deep reverence for the blessed Prophet,
my steadfast and abiding faith in the Holy Quran and my
devotion to the Muslim cause. The great Islamic ideals I
have often placed before me in all my public activities and
the teachings of the Prophet have been the guiding principles
of my conduct both in public and private.

In your beautiful address you refer to (1) the safety of
Islam as trembling in the balance, and (2) the unfulfilled
aspirations of United India. Most anfortunately Islam in
Europe has fallen on evil days, but when the war terminates
and peace is restored, let us hope that the cause of Islam ig
bound to triumph over fleeting temporal affairs. Next, I can
hardly think of a United India without Musalmans. Musal-
mans no less than Hindus contribute towards the making of
2 United India, the dream of our political ambition. It has
to be .borne in mind that the politics of United Indiais
virtually the politics of all classes and communities inhabiting
this great land. Except in a very narrow sense, there is no
Moslem politics apart from Indian national politics. Iam
sincerely glad that you appreciate this view, and have given
expression to it in your address when you speak of United
India as striving her utmost to take her proper place in the

® Vide Appendix C.
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comity of Nations. India’s future depends on the stability
and continuance of British rule on modern democratic and
progressive lines, and the genuine loyalty to the British
throne of all Indian peoples. Moslem loyalty is as staunch
and as deep as it can ever be. England is justly regarded by
all loyal Musalmans as the greatest Moslem power too in the
world.

Within the community I am a Musalman first and fore
most. To work for the moral and material advancement of the
Moslem community is a primary duty the laws of the Prophet
bave imposed on me. Nothing gives me greater satisfaction
than a conscientious discharge of my duties to my co-religion-
ists. OQur first and - greatest need to-day is education, By
education within the community | mean a modern liberal
education.inspired and guided by high Islamic ideals. When
once this system of education is begun for the benefit of
Moslem youths from the primary stage to the collegiate
standard in special Moslem institutions, largely supported by
private philanthropy, the pace of Moslem progress will be
quickened, and the Moslem community will even more readily
co-operate with the sister communities in their efforts to
realize responsible government in India as early as possible.
Malabar with nearly a million Moslem inbabitants should
have a Moslem college, owned and manned by Mussalmans
themselves. You need therefore to concentrate at once all
your attention on Moslem education—how best it can be
promoted.

As for our political future, it is so closely bound up with
that of our sister communities that, in the realisation of our
common political future, the steps we propose to take and
the pace at which we ought to proceed in order to ensure
our success will largely determine our fitness for
larger political privileges, and the eventual- enjoyment
of responsible government under the aegis of Great
Britain. Further, the kind of political work you do will
either strengthen or weaken the hands of the parent League—
the Ali-India Moslem League that stands, I take it, for
progressive liberalism. While you are bound to carry out
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the policy of the parent League, the parent League is bound
to frame a policy in conformity with the well-considered
views of local or branch Leagues such as yours, When you
have reason to think that the parent League seeks to express
views of its own sometimes going beyond its well-defined
policy, it is for you to express emphatically ycur dissent from
those views, provided your considered views do not trespass
the bounds of the broad liberal policy with which the All-
India League was founded. Agam, when any local League
attempts to soar rather too high in the political sky, it is
undoubtedly the duty of thé parent League to discipline it in
the larger interests of Moslem or national politics.

It is highly gratifying to know that you have expressed
in the address your gemerous appreciation of my humble
‘work both in and out of the Imperial Legislative Council. |
don’t know if I deserve all your praises. But I bave always
endeavoured to do my duty, as your chosen representative, to
my co-religionists and Islam as well as to my fellow-country-
men and the country, without courting favour or entertaining
fear. What little I was able to do these few years I have
done to the best of my ability and according to the light that
is given to me, and if it was attended with success, that
success was largely due to the blessings of the Prophet, and
to the goodwill and courtesy, the active sympathy and wil.
ling co-operation of my community in all that I undertook to
do for their good. Next to the approbation of one’s own
conscience, the approbation of one’s own community and
countrymen is the best reward of one’s public duty. I have
not known that my feeble work has entitled me to occupy a
place in the warm corner of your hearts, and by your bene-
volent expressions you have laid me under a debt of obligation
to you, and increased my sense of duly as well as of responsi-
bility. Once again I thank you most heartily for welcoming
me in felicitous language to Tellicherry, and wish your
League all success and prosperity in coming years. Lastly,
§ pray that God may bless you all in your noble efforts to
elevate the status of the Moslem community in Southern
India.
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(5¢h May 1918)

Reply to the address of welcome from the
Imdadul Islam Sabha

Members of the Imdadul Islam Sabba,—It pives me
great pleasure to be in your midst this evening and receive
your kind address of welcome. 1 am bappy to visit your
beautiful town and thank you most sincerely for your. hearty
;reception. It has long been my. desire to come into personal
contact with my wide constituency in their own..towns and
villages, and that desire is, however,. partially fulfilled to-day.
My heart therefore rejoices at the sight of my co-religionists
.welcoming me enthusiastically not so much for my princely
rank or personal worth as for my humble service to the
community and the cavse of Islam.

In your patriotic address you refer to two important
things, viz .—(1) the want of a Moslem language, and (2)
the absence of a Moslem National School in your district,
In my reply to the address of the local Muslim League,
I have dwelt on the needs of Moslem education, and shall not
reiterate here what 1 said this morning.” Suffice it therefore
to say that I fully recognize the value. and importance of
Urdu as a national language for my community in Malabar,
Urdu, the lingua franca of India to-day as in the days of
Moslem rule, thanks to our benevolent Government, has
already been recognised as one of the few principal Verna-
cularg of the country. Though Arabic is the language of our
holy religious literature, Urdu has come to be our national
language in all temporal affairs. It is both desirable and
necessary for the Mussalmans of the West Coast to adopt
Urdu as their mother tongue and endeavour to found Urdu
schools wherein English too may be taught as a secondary
language. In the primary stages of education encouragement
should be given to all patriotic Musalmans who wish to start
as many maklabs as are needed for Moslem lads all over the
district. Except in the higher stages of education, Urdy
should be made the medium of ipstruction in  all .Moslem
educational institutions. Also, I share with you your belief

* Vide Appendiz C.
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that secular education combined with religious education
will really and greatly improve the moral and material inte-
rests of my co-religionists, Such a healthy combination leads
not merely to intellectval equipment so necessary for life’s
long battle in these bard days of struggle and competition
but to the formation of character 80 essential to the spiritual
development of man. You rightly attribute the cause of the
want of enlightened leaders amongst you to the absence of
educational facilities here. More depends on your own
exertions than on the aid of the Government, if Moslem
national education is to become an accomplished fact, I
look forward therefore to the initiative to be taken by the
enlightened members of the Malabar Moslem community,
and can assure you that my services both in and out of the
Imperial Legislative Council are always at your disposal. 1
am equally prepared to render you what assistance I canin
furthering your educational interests.

Taking your inspiration and guidance from the inexhaus-
tible source of the Holy religion of Islam, you ought to be
able to live at peace with the members of your sister com.
munity without whose help and co-operation you cannot
hope to achieve the Indian national progress. What is good
for the country as a whole is equally good for each of the
Indian communities. This is an important lesson that you
will do, well to learn and realize in every day practical
life as you come into contact with men of different faiths.
Moreover, you need to cultivate, as much as others sbould
do, more friendly relations with those of your sister commu-
nities. With mutual sympathy and mutual understanding
will come greater solidarity between Musalmans and Hindus.
Musalmans have a bright future before them and their record
of educational progress in the Presidency is one of which they
may justly be proud. For 8 per centof the Moslem population
are literate against 7 per cent of the Hindu population in the
Presidency. Though the number of Moslem graduates is too
small, some of them bave been men of parts who can favour.
ably be compared with the best of graduates among Hindus
or Christians, From this fact is evident that the Moslem
brain is by no means inferior to thatof the Hindu or the
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Christlan. Given equal opportunities and equal facilities,
Moslem youths will hold their own with those of other
communities. I cannot conclude my remarks better than by
expressing my gratitude to you for all your kindness and
wishing your Sabha a long prosperous career.

(5th May 1918)

Reply to the Address of Welcome from the
Anwarul Islam Association® ’

Brothers of the Anwarul Islam Association,—When the
heart is full, words fail to express adequately what is felt
within. My grateful thanks are due to you for the cordial
way in which you have received me in your midst and for
the exceedingly kind words you have spoken of me You
take pride in referring to my noble lineage but I am more
proud of my community and the country than of my royal
connection. For both the prince and the peasant at last find
the same earthly grave. Further, weare living in a free
democratic age when world influences tend to shape
national ideals and when man, the child of God, finds in his
fellow-man, be he rich or poor, high or low, young or old:
the same child of God. It is a real surprise to me to know
that my public work, feeble as it has been, should have
received such a happy recognition at your sympathetic hands.

The cause of the Moslem communily and of the country,
1 believe, is the sacred cause of Islam. , Islam binds us all to-
gether into one brotherhood and is so catholic that it embraces
within one fold all Musalmans in the world. As brethren
let us try tolive in peace and harmony with all our sister
communities in the land. The measure of our relationship
with our neighbours will be tested by the readiness and
willingness with which we are prepared to meet them on
equal and friendly terms in the practical affairs of life.
‘Want of understanding in the absence of sympathy is indeed
a stumbling block in the way of rapprochement between
Musalmans and Hindus. Like the two eyes equally necessary
and equally important to the human body, the Musalmans
and the Hindus, the two great communities in India, are

- * ¥Vide Appendix C,
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qually essential- to qur body politic. Hence the advance-
ment of India virtually means the advancement of each Indiag
community. Let us therefore march, hand in hand with each
other and under the British flag. which stands for justice and
honour, ever onward,and onward until we reach suecesstully
the goal of India’s national ambmon.

Your address also refers to my bold and ready acceptance
of the presidentship of the Madras Prcsldency Muslim League.
1 have accepted the office not for honour but for duty's sakes
and am fully conscious of the heavy responsibility that that
office has thrownon me. I may also assure you that the
President of the Madras League is neither a selfish moderate
nor an impatient idealist but a progréssive liberal. Whatever
may be said of mein newspapers run on narrow partisan
lines, I am what I am and what 1 have been by my deeds.

Before illiteracy is broken down and ignorance dispelled,
our community is not likely tn make any appreciable progress
in the near future. Hence your first care and duty is to bring
tight before the Moslem masses by starting educaticnal
institutions throughout Malabar. In proportion as you
advance in education you will advance politically,and be able
t6 enjoy that freedom which is the birth-right of every
indiviiii:.al and which is necessary for self-development.

I thank you once again, brothers, from the bottom of my
heart for the address of welcome you have presented to me
to:day, and assure you that the hearty reception you bave
given me will always be -cherished by me with pleasant
recollections. I pray that God will bless your association
with longevity and prosperity that you may continue to do
valuable service to the community and the country.

(O the 6th and Tth Mag 1918)
‘THE THIRD MALABAR DISTRICT CONFERENCE
HELD AT TELLICHRERRY.
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Introduction

Mr, Chanrman of the Reception Committee, Brother.
delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen :—In many respects the
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most beautiful district, Malabar, a land of gardens and of thé
cocoanut palm with its rich and luxzuriant cultivation and
its extensive system of inland waterways of commercial impor-
tance, and with its more or less homogeneous population
(the largest in the Presidency), speaking a common language
and possessing common traditions, may well claim to form a
little state in itself. Owing to heavy and unfailing rainfall
throughout the district, Malabar enjoys the enviable reputa-
tion of practically knowing no famine. Besides agricultural
industry in which nearly two-thirds of the population are enga-
ged, a fairly large number, chiefly among the Mapillas, have
taken to other industries, such as weaving and spinning, fish
curing, pressing of cocoanut and gingelly oils, manufacture of
tiles, bricks and earthenware from the special clay found in the
district, and production of coir yarns for coir matting. Tea,
coffee, rubber and cinnamon plantations and pepper estates
form among the principal agricultural industries. The exten-
sive sea-board of the district between which and the Mediter-
ranean there used to exist considerable trade in very ancient
times, indicates the great importance of its maritime com.
merce over itsinland trade. Further, your district has already
taken rapid strides in education, and about 11 per cent. of
the population are literate, while 7 per 1,800 of the
population are literate in English. As for female education,
your district (Madras excepted) stands ahead of the other
districts, and records the largest namber (2,620) of women
literate in English. Lastly, the martial spirit of your war-
like races isstill kept alive. Your district has often sup-
plied fine material from among the pick of the Nair commu-
nity. The Nair Regiment and the Nair Brigade testify to
the fighting qualities of the Malayalee. Inthese and other
respects Malayalam occupies’ a unique place in the Presi-
dency. 1t has given me great pleasure to be in your midst,
enjoy the fine scenery of your place as well as your magnifi-
cent hospitality, and take an active part in the political Lfe
of your district. Ideem it a privilege, therefore, to be
permitted to preside over the deliberations of the Third
Malabar District Conference.

l Allow me, ladies and gentlemen, to express my gratefu}
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thanks to. the members of the Reception Committee for
kindly inviting me to preside at this Conference. Itis,1
believe, an honour done not only to me but to the Moslem
community whom 1 have the proud privilege of representing
for two consecutive terms in the Imperial Legislative Council,
While I should have preferred in the chair one of your
district leaders who can speak with knowledge, experience
and authority on the many pressing problems affecting your
large district, I have but responded to your patriotic call ta
duty, and as an outsider, can make a few general observa-
tions, perhaps not altogether uninteresting to the enlightened
audience before me., The presence of a large number of
Musalmans in your district, the past historic associations, by
no means friendly then, between Hindus and Musalmans
during the eventful days of Haider and Tippu, the note-
worthy fact that Cheraman Perumal, the last of the Chera
Sovereigns, voluntarily resigned his throne early in the ninth
century and retired to Mecca to adopt the Islamic faith, and
above all, the goodwill of my fellow-countrymen here are
among the reasons that. induced me to accept the office of
President. Following, as I do, two radical politicians who
presided over the assembly on the previous occasions, I fear
1 may not be able to come up to your high expectations.
Baut I assure you of my deep and sincere sympathies with all
legitimate Indian aspirations, and of my genuine desire to
work for the uplift of the classes as well as the masses in
India. Liberalism is my creed, progress my watchword and
freedom my goal. Let it thea be our aim to realise freedom
through progressive liberalism,

The War and Our Duty

The greatest world-struggle still continues in all its fury,
and the war has reached a most critical stage. The collapse
and ruin of Russia, the rapid progress of the enemy spring
offensive on the Western front, the growing German menace
in the East, and the gravity of the preseat military situation
have filled the minds of thoughtful Indians with appre-
hensions. The war may possibly continue for another year,
anditsend js pot yet within sight. [t is a war between
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Right and Might—Right backed up by Might and Might
overlording Right. It is a war for the restoration of liberty
not only in Europe but in the world—a righteous war on the
part of the high-minded Allies to re-establish peace on earth
and goodwill among mankind. Towards its successful prose.
cution India has already rendered yeoman service to the
British Empire, India’s magnanimous offers of help in men,
money and material have been acknowledged and apprecia-
ted all over Great Britain. And now the call has come from
the British Premier to tbe Government and the peoples of
India, asking them to redouble their efforts. I have no
doubt,” ran the Premiet’s message, *that India will add to
the laurels which it has already won and equip itself on even
a greater scale than now, as the bulwark which will save
Asia from the tide of oppression and disorder, which it is the
enemy’s object to achieve.” In his remarkable reply to this
message, His Excellency Lord Chelmsford, our Viceroy and
Governor-General, said, “I feel confident that it will awake
the Princes and the people’s leaders to a keener sense of the
grave danger which, stemmed in Europe, now threatens to
move eastwards.” His Excellency further looks to them for
their fullest effort and fullest sacrifice to save India from
probable peril, and * secure the final triumph of the ideals of
justice and honour for which the British Empire stands.” Is
our loyalty still on trial ? I say emphatically “no.” It has
been tried both in the past and in the present, and never
been found wanting., Like a torch, the more it is shaken, the
more it shines.
The Delhi Conference

Just returning from the Delhi Conference summoned by
H. E. the Viceroy in response to the Premier’s message, 1
consider it my duty to draw your attention to the great need
for immediate active work in rendering further help to the
Empire. In the course of his admirable speech which is still
tinging in my ears, H. E. Lord Chelmsford has asked usall
tto show that India’s word given in the soft days of peace
holds good in the iron times of war.” Again, he said:
# Forewarned we are forearmed, And if we stdnd united
against the common foe, we have no cause for fear. Indiais
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true to her allegiance. ‘India- stands for her right. No man
addressing such an audience and stating such a cause can
doubt for one moment what the response will be.” Inci-
dentally referring -to the coming reforms, His Excellency
observed : *“In the face of the common danger there is no
room for smaller issues. The liberty of the world must be
won before our aspirations for the liberalising of Indian
political institutions can acquire any tangible meaning.” At
this important Conference of India’s representatives was
read His Majesty the King Emperor’s message to the Con-
ference. His Majesty was pleased to observe: % Great as has
been India’s.contribution to the cause of the Allies, it is by
no means the full measure of her resources and her strength.”
The King-Emperor has asked us 1o realise that *“the need of
the Empire is India’s opportunily.” In response to His
Imperial Majesty’s gracious message, and the Premier’s call,
the Conference has in regard to man-power finally adopted
measures largely to increase voluntary recruitment during the
present war, grant a substantial pumber of King’s Commis-
sions to Indians, and substantxally increase the pay of the
lndxan $oldiers; and in regard to resousces, it has suggested
economy in every possible direction, control and regulation
of all unessential building operations, and also, reduction of
needless traffic by use, as far as possible, of local products,
besides priority to be given on the railways to special neces-
saries, encouragement by Government of the construction of
river ‘craft and sailing ships to relieve the railways, and
formation of Provincial Committees to help to stimulate local
production of food stuffs and of war materials, reduce local
consumption of war material, and prevent local irregularities
in and inflation of price. We are living ia stirring times,
and have to face boldly the common danger that is ahead of
us and that seems to threaten our future peaceful progress.
Let all Indians with one mind and one heart follow the lead
of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor and prove
India’s great opportunity by loyal deeds, unselfishly and
disinterestedly performed.
The urgent needs of the Empire
It scems to me that the gravity of the present situation
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is not fully realised. Our countrymen are not probably.
aware of the heavy calamities and indescribable hardships
so heroically borne by our fellow British subjects in the.
United Kingdom. While we are just beginning to feel,
the indirect effects of war conditions in the increasing
rise of prices, the growing tightness of the money market, the
paralysing of our industrial activity, and the waning of our’
general prosperity, the direct effects of the war such asthe
huge loss in men, money and material are being increasingly.
felt in the belligerent countries. The Englishman’s supreme
coolness and fortitude in the presence of a great danger, his
pluck and courage, his doggedness and pertinacity, and above
all, his indomitable will have extorted the world's admiration.
Out of consideration, therefore, for the feelings of our fellow
subjects who have shown remarkable traits of fine human
character, we are in duty bound to help them and the empire-
to the best of our ability and resources.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the time has come for
Tadians of all shades of political opinion to sink their diffe-
rences in the face of the great common danger that seems to
threaten the very existence of the Empire, unite together
their mental and moral forces to combat the foe, and renew’
their efforts to help and promote the Allies’ cause of Human
Freedom. The time has come for all dutiful Indians to:
demonstrate their staunch and steadfast loyalty to the British
Throne by deeds rather than by words. If sometimes we
accuse the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy of lip-sympathy, are
they not justified in their retort when they turn round and
accuse us of lip-loyalty ? What is now really wanted is still
greater mutual trust and mutual co-operation between the:
rulers and the ruled, each side forgetting and forgiving the
weaknesses or faults of the other side,

In the first place I submit that we have to suspend all
violent political propagandism, lest our overzealous activities,
practically barmless during normal times, should now
embarrass the Government. Like the unseasonal rainfall that
injures the crop, strong political agitation out of season will
considerably damage even a good cause. Even at this Annual
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Couference we shall do well to eschew controversial subjects
as far as possible. - On the other band it is our bounden duty
to consider resolutions relating to the war, the Premier’s
message, and the efforts of the Government of India.

Secondly, your district should be able to contribute largely
to the various War Funds and subscribe liberally to the new
War Loan that may spon be floated. If each district should
do its duty, the Madras Presidency as a whole would not be
found lagging behind her sister provinces. Let the request go
forth from . this Conference to the inhabitants of Malabar,
inviting all classes and commuonities to subscribe to the Funds
as wel] as the War Loan, It is your duty to take up this work
in right earnest, qrganise a Central District Committee and
Taluk and Village Committces, and carry on war work toa
successful finish. Even poor .people may be asked to contri-
bute their mite and encouraged to invest their small savings
in the Post Office <ash certificates. Is it too much to expect
a few lakhs to be ralsed in your rich, prosperous and fertile
district ? The measure of your true patriotism will be tested
by the readiness with which you are prepared to render all
possxble aid to the Empire.

-Thirdly, the question of man-power should be solved
in'a manner worthy of the reputation of your district,
You have a splendid fighting material in your midst, It
is gratifying to learn from what the Hon’ble Mr. Gillman said
during the recent budget debate in the Madras Legislative
Council # that no less than 1,600 men on the West Coast are
at present serving in the army.” It is also your ambition to
raise a West Coast Regiment. The question has been
engaging the sympathetic consideration of the Local Govern-
ment. The present opportunity should, therefore, be fully
availed of in sccunng quite a large number of recruits, both
combatants and non-combatants, to the Indian Defence
Force; and if possible, in raising a regiment of your own,
For it need hardly be said that they alone are capable of self-
rule who can defend themselves. More need not be said on
this subject to a Malabar audience whose bright example
deserves to be emulated by other districts,



a9

Lastly, if you hold that India’s destiny is linked to
England’s and that the connection between the two countries
is providential, you cannot remain silent without following
the very course of action that that Providence suggests. Edu-
cated Indians will be doing a real service to the Government
by spreading correct and accurate informationin regard to
the progress of the war, allaying panic, discouraging mis-
chief-making, removing vague and groundless fears, creating
confidence in the popular mind, and assuring the people of
the ultimate victory of the allied cause. If daring this grave
crisis nothing is done by thought, word, or deed to injure
in the least Britain’s best interests, and if active and honest
attempts are made to ease the situation, then we shall be
entitled to demand from the authorities what we deserve to
obtain. Let us show that we are not mere critics but men of
action capable of discharging bigh and responsible duties,

Organised Work

It is through organised work systematically carried on
throughout the year that you can achieve any tangible results.
1 need not reiterate here what I said at Rajampet two years
ago, presiding over the Cuddapah District Conference, on the
need for organisation and continuity of work. Nor shall I
travel over the same ground as was trodden by my pre-
decessors in the chair. Two years have elapsed since your
District Conference has been inaugurated and yet .you have
not begun to follow organised methods of work suggested in
the previous presidential addresses. Mare important than
all your resolutions relating to the problems of your dis-
trict will be the one resolution dealing with organised
work. This ought to engage your immediate attention. Not
merely content with your District organisation and one or
two Taluk Committees, you should see that each of your ten
taluks (excluding Laccadive Islands} hasa Taluk Congress
Committee, and that at least a hundred important villages out
of a large total of over 2,200 villages in the district possess
each a village committee or association. What eflorts have
till now been made to start these branch organisations so
necessary and important for ¢o-ordinating district work, and
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for united, collectivé and corporate action, [ am really nnable
to say in the hbsence of definite information. I should like
$o see éach village committee submitting an annual report of
its work to the Taluk Committee at least three months prior
o tbe date of the District Corference, and each Taluk Com.
miittee submitring its annual report to the District Committee
at least fwo months prior to the date of the District Con.
ference, so that the District Committee may be enabled to
present at each Annual Conference a fairly full statement of
the work done throughout the district. Our main resolutions
have to be drafted on the basis of such valuable information
4z the District Report- contains. Every delegate to the
Disfrict Conference wbo shall be elected as such at
least a month -prior’ to the date of the Conference,
should be previously iat least two weeks before the
Conference week) provided with a printed copy of the
District Report, and when the delegates assemble in Con-
ference, they know what work has been done, and how much
more yet remains to be done, and after comparing notes with
one another, and taking stock of the work already performed
between one Conference and the other, they may be in a
position to suggest better and newer methods of work or
ways and means to accelerale the speed of your political
progress. : .

Farther, wherevet organised- work were not possible,
individual work should be encouraged. It is time that you
begin to organise Taluk Conferences and Group conferences
of villages whose proceedings shall be conducted wholly in
the principal vernacular of the taluk or the village group.
Even in your District Conference, the proceedings should
largely be conducted in the main vernacular of the district
and under the presidency of one of your district leaders.
Moreover: you are not bound to and need not follow the
Congress mamool in your district and other smaller confer-
ences. Instead of followiug the wsual orthodox style, you
may with great advantage ad-pt more practical methods
suited to the needs of your district. Specialisation and
conceatration being the main features of modern education,
‘we badly: need specialised study in every branch of the
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district administration. A regular perusal of the District
Committee Report cannot fail to stimulate a spirit of inquiry,
and may lead to some of your delegates taking to a serious
study of political science and economics a general knowledge
of which is indispensable to them in their continued wotk of
investigation. Economic inquiries into the condition of
village life, if rightly conducted on fair and independent
lines, will surely yield fruitful results The needs of your
district are so varied and so numerous that any number of
your patriotic delegates can find work. Some may begin to
study and investigate into the condition of the District or
Taluk or Village Administration. Some may devote them-
selves to the study of the agricultural or sanitary or medical
needs of the district. Some may engage themselves in
studying the educational needs. Some may find delight in
working for the social and moral uplift of your people.
Some may be occupied with the work of devising plans for
the economic and industrial advancement of the dis-
trict. Some may interest themselves in the physical develop-
ment of the people. Civil and criminal administration,
police administration, forest administration, public finance,
public works, and taxation are other important branches of
administrative study for specialists. Short papers or ad-
dresses may be invited from such specialists to be read or
taken as read at your Annual Conferences. Where such
papers are somewhat lengthy, a short summary of the same
may be permitted to be read. These papers and the District
Report should be printed together with the Conference pro-
ceedings. What a mine of valoable information gathered
from the non-official sources and from the non-official stand.
point you will then have, and how useful it will be in pro-
moting your political progress. If 1 may be permitted to
suggest, I should like to say that one day of your Conference
should be devoted to the reading of welcome and presidential
addresses, the District Report, and the papers or addresses
from the specialists submitted to the Conference; one day
to a thorough discussion among the delegates of the import-
ant subjects to be placed before the Conference, and one
day to recording the resolutions finally to be adopted
6
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by the Conference. The first two days' sittings should
be confined to the members of the Reception Commit-
tee and the delegates to the Conference, the latter only being
allowed to vote, and on the third day the Conference may
be thrown open to the public. Besides the regular Conference
work, a series of public lectures by competent persons may
be arranged’ for the benefit of the people during the Confer-
ence week. While I do not insist upon your following any
or all of my suggestions, I would, however, ask you, ladies
and gentlemen, to organise at once some such work. For
otherwis¢ what answer can you give me if I put the question—
what have you done during one year between the last Confer-
ence at Calicut and this Conference at Tellicherry to translate
into actual practice the resolutions passed, shall I say unani.
mously passed, at the last Conference with so muach earnest-
ness and enthusiasm ? Please pardon me for this straight talk.
For I mean well, and must ask you t6 bear in mind that
my remarks are not those of a carping critic but of a
candid friend offering constructive criticism in a friendly
gpirit. Now to the answer. Except that you have formally
communicated these resolutions to the authorities concerned,
you have done practically little in the way of organised work.
Nor have you taken pains to create, educate and strengthen
public opinion in the district. Suffice it, therefore,to draw
your attention to the supreme importance of systematic and
continued work, well-planned and well-organised that it may
bear [ruit a hundred-fold in coming years.

Coming reforms

The one burning topic of the hour, next in importance
10 the War, is the question of Responsible Government
for India. What measure of Responsible Government we are
likely to get depends not merely upon ourselves and upon
our political organisations but upon the final decision of the
British Parliament. We have submitted our scheme, the
Congress-League Scheme, which has since been subjected to
severe criticism in the press and on the platform. Others
too have submitted their schemes. Each party claims
excellence for its scheme. But the excellent scheme is yet to
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be. Inthe meantime the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of
State for India who had been for some months in our midst,
is understood to have framed a2 scheme out of the numer-
ous schemes submitted. Without consulting the British
Cabinet and obtaining their sanction, he will not allow his
scheme to be published. The complicated military situation
will hardly permit the British Cabinet for some time to come
to bestow its thought on lndia. We shall, therefore, be well-
advised in exercising self-restiaint and patience at this junc-
ture. For I hope that, as soon as the present military situa.
tion improves, the Cabinet will not be slow to tackle the
pressing Indian problem. Until the Government scheme is
published, we have no means of ascertaining the degree and
extent of Responsible Government foreshadowed by the
memorable announcement in the House of Commons by the
Secretary of State for India on the 20th of August 1917.
From the announced policy of His Majesty’s Government in
India we have a right to expect an increasing association of
Indians in every branch of administration, particularly in
the higher branches of administration where Indians are
found in a considerable minority, as for instance the police
administration, and gradual development of self-governing
institutions with a view to the progressive realisation of
Responsible Government in India as an nlegral part of the
British Empire. And we learn that substamtial steps in
this direction should be taken and that progress in this
policy can only be achieved by successive stages. Further,
the Brilish Government and the Government of India on
whom the responsibility lies for the welfare and advance-
ment of the Indian peoples must be the judges of the fime
and the measure of each advance. We aire also told that
ample opportunity will be afforded for the public dsscussion of
the reform proposals (Italics are mine). Now, ladies and
gentlemen, we do not expect the coming scheme of reform to
go beyond the terms of this remarkable pronouncement,
Since all political parties have agreed to the terms of the
ministerial utterance, and accepted Responsible Government
as their goal, we have only to wait and see whether the
veform proposals that may shortly be published will conform
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themselves to the terms of this policy agreeably to our wishes.
We want, therefore, to place empbasis on two things just
at this stage. We want (1) substantial steps to be taken in
the ditection of Responsible Government, and (2) wide publi-
city to be given to the coming scheme of reform. 1If, aiter
the publication of the scheme, we are not satisfied with the
substantial nature of the Government scheme, and if the first
stage in the construction of the edifice of Respousible Govern-
ment falls far short of the Congress-League scheme, then we
shall begin to agitate ar.d agitate in a .constitutional manner,
and continue to agitate till victory crowns our efforts. In
the statement of policy the meaning of the terms subsiantial
sieps remains undefined, and itis still shrouded in mystery.
On the other hand what we mean by substantial steps-is
indicated in the Congress-League Scheme. Even though
we may not get as much as our scheme desires to get, we
shall, however, be prepated to be satished if the coming
proposals grant some real power over the executive to the
people’s representatives in  the Imperial and Provincial
Legislative Councils in certain important branches of
the .administration, if the non-official representatives
are given an -effective voice not only in the passing of
legislation .but in the shaping' of the Government policy,
and if Local Self-Government is made a reality by grant
ing incrcased powers of control to local bodies made
wholly or mainly elected, such as Municipalities, District and
Taluk Boards, and Village Unions or Panchayats. Anything
short of thia ] must emphatically declare not only as quite
ungenerous of British statesmanship but as quite unaccept-
able to the thinking peoples of India. India’s advance means
England’s gain. Great Britain is fighting to-day for the liberty
not only of Europe but of the world, and stands for high
ideals of justice and honour asthe Viceroy’s reply to the
Premier’s message concloded. India’s honour as an integral
part of the British Empire deserves to be upheld, and justice
to India demands the first great ipstalment of political reform
towards the progressive realisation of Responsible Government
in India. Since international forces and international influen-
ces are at wotk in shaping the destipies of humanity and since
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world factors operate on national polity, England’s perform-
ances in India are being watched by the civilised world who
henceforth will judge of England not only for the ideals she
stands for in the United Kingdom and the west but for the
ideals she stands for in India and the East. England’s sacred
pledges to In“ia through her royal proclamations, royal
messages and royal utterances and through Parliamentary
Acts still remain unfulfilled. By gr.nting to the faithful and
loyal peoples of India political concessions and reforms from
time to time until India is made to enjoy equal freedom, and
equal rights and privileges with the self-governing members
of the Empire, England will have covered herself with im-
perishable renown and glory, and will have stood before
the bar of humanity and civilisation as the saviour of fallen
nationalities.

The National Problem

Whatever ideals of nationality the earlier political work-
ers in India had, the future of India, it seems to me, should
belong not to any particular nationality or religious com-
munity but to all the nationalities and religions communities
who inhabit the country. The future of India belongs to
the Hindus, the Musalmans, the Budhists, tbe Parsees and the
Christians (including Anglo-Indians). The very nation idea,
the very conception of nationality in a modern sense, we
must confess with gratitude, we owe to British Rule in our
midst. Taking into consideration the peculiar conditions of
India inhabited by a hetorogeneous population composed
of a variety of races, nationalities and communities, widely
differing from one another in caste, creed and colour, we
have to find a proper solution of the national problem in
India : whether an Indian nation is to be evolved by a unitary
method or a federal method. It is apparent even to a casual
observer that, as far as one’s imagination goes, Indiansof all
creeds and castes can bardly ever be united to form a single
nation. For acute religious and social differences do exist
among the Hindus who form the vast majority of the Indian
popu'ation. That other communities too have their wide
differences cannot be denied. Practical politics will have to
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tecognise this fact in determining uniformity of administra-
tion which in turn generates uniformity of sentiments. As a
matter of fact, administrative methods differ in different
provinces and- are suited. to local conditions. To hope,
therefore, that these differences would vanish within a
short time before the rising sun of political freedom
is a highly debatable assumption. What then sgeems
probable in the near future is a. federation of the various
Indian nationalities each of whom has a heavy task of nation-
building before it. Like the United States of America, the
United States of India is tbe 1deal towards which we may
march. Such a federal nationality is only possible of achieve-
ment under a strong central authority and progressively
liberal administration, capable of holding the scales even bet-
ween class and class, community and community, and man
and man. Such an authority we find in the British Govern-
ment, the greatest world-power to-day to which we are proud
to belong. Under the aegis of Great Britain whose progres-
sive constitution guarantees freedom to weak or oppressed
nationalities, let us hope to evolve an Indian nationality on a
federal basis until' such time as it may please the infinifely
merciful Almighty to unite ns all into one nation, and make
Iadians a great people on earth. 1If this be the ideal of an
Indian nationality to the gradual realisation of which we are
slowly but surely marching not by our mortal wisdom and
resolution but by the mysterious ways of Providence, let us
actin conformity with the divine will, and prove ourselves
worthy to accomplish His purpose. The very fact that you
have called a Moslem representative to preside aver your
Conference which is mainly composed of Hindus, suggests
this ideal of npationality. Let us strenuously cultivate this
sense of nationality and often keep before the mind’s eye
that we are Indians first, Indians next and Indians last.
Let the Indian-idea sink deep into your hearts that you may
see the Indian in every fellow-countrymen of yours, be he
high or low, yourg or old. What we badly need to-day is to
Indianise ourselves without prejudice, of course, to our
religious sentiments and social. customs The, moré we
think of .ourselves as Indians, the less communal or class
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differences shall we feel. The sooner we Indianise our-
selves, the quicker will be our political progress. Social
and religious prejudices will graduilly die away, and
greater unity will prevail among all the inhabitants of
India. Instriving for the Indianising ideal, we are really
trying to build an Indian nationality. Go forth and
preach to the people in the villages this ideal, and I assure
you that in the course of a few years the nation will blossom
in your hamlets and cottages. There is great need for active
work in this direction in preaching, popularising and foster-
ing the national ideal until it bears fruit in abundance.

Parties in Indian Politios

It is a happy sign of the times that parties are coming
into existence in the political life of the country. It cannot
but be s0. When we desire to get parliamentary institutions,
party politics so’ essential to their efficient working, is sure
to accompany them. The existence of parties is a clear
indication of a healthy public life, only when each party has
a definite policy to pursue and definite aims to achieve.
Formerly, we had, broadly speaking, two political parties,
known as the Moderates and the Extremists. But even these
parties did not exist in the earliest days of the Congress when
there was but one party, the national party as they wished to
be known, composed of the best intellects from all parts of
India. Naturally, the pick of educated Indians in whose veins
was running intense patriotism took upon themselves the
responsibility of being the mouth-piece of all India, ard
acting as mediators between the rulers and the voiceless
millions of India. Political life was in its infancy, and there
was no room then for parties. Subsequently, as the Congress
became disappointed with the bureaucracy in that many of
its requests for better government continued to remain
unheeded and unfulfilled, there arose a number of impatient
idealists who, having lost all faith in constitutional agitaﬁon;
seemed to advocate violent methods cf political agitation
This is the beginning of party politics in' Indian public life.
How this party politics led to the Surat split and how the
Congress was revived witha moderate and }iberal gonstitytion
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are now matters of history. Lastly, when at Lucknow
the two wings of the old Congress were united, and when,
as a cpnsequence, the Congress politics came to be practically
identified with the Home Rule politics, the Conservative and
"Moderate elements in Indian society were awakened to
their sense of duty. Party organisations bave come into
existence, challenging the authorily of the present Congress
to represent all India—all the Indian communities and their
respective interests. There is, however, no cause for alarm.
While communal differences will continne to exist as long
as there is communal consciousness, common national
interests will only be recognised when national consciousness
is developed. To develop national consciousness, the
creation of communal consciousness seems to me justified
in the present strange conditions and circumstances of the
country. As the political conscience of the Indian peoples
becomes increasingly quickened, divergent views will neces-
sarily arise, and people with more or, Jess the same views
must organise themselves into parties. Though the new
parties are still in formation, vacillating between dogmatic
assertions and changing views, they may be grouped for
the present under three main heads, namely, the Conserva-
tives, the Liberals and the Radicals who demand Home Rule
for India. The Zamindars and the other landed magnates,
the wealthy merchants, and the title-hunters generally belong
to the Conservative party. The middle and professional
classes generally constitute the liberal party. From the
ranks of the liberals have grown the radicals who represent
to-day the extreme wing of Indiat politics. Labour in our
conntry remaips quite unorganised and the time is not yet for
the formation of a labour party. Now, Moderates as well as
Extremists are to be found in edch of these parties, namely,
Conservatives and Ultra Conservatives, Liberals and Progres-
sive Liberals, Radicals and Extreme Radicals. There are
Conservatives who are quite content with the existing state
of things, and Conservatives who desire slow changes slowly
introduced from time to time. Among the Liberals may be
included Moderate Liberals and Progressive Liberals. Simi-
larly, we have Radicals who are fqr rogt and branch reform,
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and Radicals who cry for the moon. The existence of thes

parties, now scattered and not yet well organised, is reflected
by the different shades of political opinion one meets with in
the country. Organisations are wanted to keep these parties
intact, and make them each a living force in Indian politics *
The time has come for well-defined party organisations to
assert themselves, and make their voices heard. As party
organisations are developed, party Conferences and even
party Congresses may have to come into existence. Strange
as my analysis of the parties may seem, I venture to submit
that but for healthy rivalry there cannot be a free vigorous
growth of public life in the country. But for the Home
Rule activities, do you think there would have been
so much of political enthusiasm in the country ? Political
agitators alone will not do. Political thinking has to
be cultivated. We need political thinkers, political
preachers, and political workers. We have hardly a
political thinker in India who can favourably be com-
pared with either a Mill or a Burke. But party orga-
nisations, when rightly conducted, will conduce to much
political thinking and encourage political activity, so that in
course of time India can boast of a few first rate political
thinkers. India has produced able statesmen in the past and
in the present. She has yet to produce great political thin-
kers Without them the Congress politics is not likely to
command any serious attention. Moreover, it is, in the nature
of things, no longer possible for the Congress to represent all
shades of political opinion. Nor can the Congress, as it is,
be the accredited mouth-piece of all the Indian peoples with
varied interests and different views. What the future of the
Congress will be I do not venture to predict. But it seems to
me that the Congress of Naorojis and Bonnerjees, Humes and
Wedderburns, Mehtas and Gokhales, true to its past tradi-
tions, ought to continue to represent healthy and progressive
liberalism. Changes there must be, but sudden, revolutionary

and catastrophic changes are more likely to injure than pro-
mote our best interests, and more likely to retard than accele.
rate our political progress. Speaking of liberalism, Mr.
Henry Asquith, the great ex-premier, said recently, *I

ventute to say that the liberal party combines with the fullest

7
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democratic conviction’ and ardour a sénse of proportion and
perspective, practical methods 'of business, and the instincts
and traditions of sane and far-seeing constructive statesman-
ship. That is the combination which a country requires, and
while we are most anxious and ready to co-operate to the
fullest degree. with all others who have the same goal in
view and who are equally detached from class and particula-
rist aims we are not poing to forfeit our own independence,
because we believe that in the pursuit of liberal principles, as
we have known and learnt them and as we believe them to be
we can find and our country will find the best solution of the
terrible, the unexampled problems with which it bas pleased
Providence in these -days "to confront the whole civilised
‘world,” High liberal principles being the same all over the
civilised world, Mr. Asquith’s noble utterance has an impor-
tant bearing on the liberal politics of the Congress. Wedded
as the Congress has long been to liberal principles, there has
unfortunately been occasions when extreme radicalism seems
to have foreshadowed the very liberal principles that gave it
birth. Hence it is the duty of every thinking Congressman,
be he a Hindu or a Musalman or a Christian, to see that the
great Indian National Congress does not depart even a hair’s
breadth from high liberal principles, and that, when it uowit-
tingly does depart, we should by every means that lies in our
power endeavour to restore it to its'unrivalled position as the
best exponent of progressive hberalism.

Communal Representation

Bad as the principle of communal representation is in
politics, as has been rightly observed by the Right Hoo'ble
Mr. E. S. Montagu, the question is bound to engage our
attention aslong as communal diflerences and peculiarities
continue to exist. That they do exist cannot be denied.
Hence political expediency wiil justify the adoption of the
pringiple of communal representation in Legislative Councils
and Local Seli-Governing Bodies as well as in the Public
Services of the country, Religion being the back-bone of the
oriental peoples, communal representation on a broad religious
basis is not only permissible but necessary. But communal
representation within each religions community is one of doubt-
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ful wisdom. Nevertheless, the fact has to be faced that political
rights and privileges are at present monopolised by one or
two sections or classes in each commupity to the detriment
of the remaining numerous classes who far outnumber in
wealth, rank, and position the few privileged classes. It is
to guard against this danger of political power eventually
passing into the hands of a narrow-minded and selfish
oligarchy that important communities .with a heavy stake in
the country demand communal representation. Extremely
difficult as the solution of the communal problem within the
Hindu community is, a way has still to be found for prevent-
ing the undue predominance of any one class or section in
the Councils of the Empire. More than the Government,
the people themselves have a ready remedy for this in their
own hands. It is the duty of communal organisations to
rouse communal consciousness, influence communal electo-
rates, and persuade the voters to vote in favour of their
respective candidates, so long as caste clannishness continues
to remain. Unfortunate as the Brahman—Non-Brahman
controversy is, it is equally unfortunate that acute political
differences too should exist between these classes. Hence,
the absence of a compromisiag spirit in the leaders of either
party is hikely to widen the breach in national .unity, and
perpetuate class differences hardly favourable to the growth
of a healthy public life. While national politics is neither
Brabmin not Non-Brabmin, peither Hindu, nor Musal-
man nor Christian but Indian, ludians of all classes and
communities are bound to realise their common interests.
While broad divisions of parties in politics are desirable,
narrow divisions of parties within the same community are
inadvisable and improper. While each community or social
group should bave its own organisation to promote its own
physical and intellectual, and social and moral interests, the
representatives of all the communities should combine them-
selves in matters political, and group themselves into well-
defined political parties, irrespective of caste, colour or creed.

Education

Of all reforms education forms the basis, and without
education no commumty can ever hope to progress. [he
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cry for national education is heard on all sides but it seems
to mean as differently as there are different minds and
temperaments. If my Hindu brethren mean by national
education the Hindu ideal of education, if my co-religionists
intrepret it as meaning the Islamic ideal, and if my Christian
fellow countrymen favour the Christian ideal, I fail to under-
stand what national education really means to those who
frequently talk about it. As education is so intimately
connected with life, we should have a proper conception of
life, individual, national and even international, and of life’s
duties, before we can appreciate the value of national educa.
tion. While on the one hand we ought not to be blind to the
ancient ideals of education, and the best practical methods of
ancient education inspired by their respective religious ideals,
on the other hand we ought not to ignore the modern ideals
of education so peculiarly suited to modern times, and the
best practical methods of education knpwn to the civilized
world. Real national education should, therefore, be a happy
comnbination of the ideals, ancient and modern, and of the
methods, old and new, in so far as they harmonise with each
other: A comparative study of the world's educational ideals
and methods, past and present, cannot fail to stimulate our
educational activities which in the light of educational
research, may so shape themselves as to embody the best
features of education known to civilised humanity. Such a
system of education may claim to be a universal system of
education, befitting a true University. It is education of this
sort that India, still conservative and lethargic, badly neecs
to-day. Our own educational systems are but feeble attempts
in this direction. Hence the present system of education in
all its grades and in all its branches needs a considerable
improvement, if India is to take her place among the free
peoples of the world.

Descending from the general to the particular, we find
that Malabar, as I remarked at the beginning, has shown
great educational progress compared with the Presidency
average of about 7 per cent. literate and 7 per thousand
literate in English, Malabar’s averages are 11 per cent. and

per thousand respectively. Among the Hindus, the Presi-
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dency averages are 7 per cent. literate, and b per thousand
literate in Epglish. Among the Musalmans, there are a
little more than 8 per cent. literate and 5 per thousand literate
in English. Among the Christian population of the Presi-
dency which, I dare say, includes Anglo-Indians, they are
about 16} per cent. literate and about 5} per cent.
literate in English In Malabar, the literates amongst
the Hindu, Moslem and Christian communities form
183 per cent, 6 per cent. and 32 per cent. respectively,
and the literates in English among these are 7 per
thousand, barely 1 per thousand, and 10 per cent. respectively.
While the Hindu and Christian averages of the district have
risen far above, the Musalman averages for Malabar bave
fallen far below the Presidency averages. While it is true
that my co-religionists in your district have taken largely to
industrial pursuits, they neced to exert themselves in the direc-
tion of education. Considering the state of literacy among
the Muslim population, I am not surprised at the smallness of
the number of Muslim delegates hereto-day. 1 would, there-
fore, appeal to my Mappilah co-religionists to bestir them-
selves and found educational institutions for the benefit of their
little ones. But the paucity of the number of Christian
delegates here cannot satisfactorily be accounted for, as
Christians, excluding Anglo-Indians, stand first and foremost
even in literacy in English not only in your district but
throughout the Presidency. If you want to make your
Conferunce a thoroughly representative body, you need the
co-operation of all classes and communities. In so advanced
a district as Malabar, you ought to have more than one
First-Grade College, a few Second Grade Colleges and a
good number of secondary schools in your talug towns, and
above all, a primary school for each of your numerous
villages. While the principal vernaculars of your district
may be employed as media of instruction in the primary and
secondary stages of education, English shall not be neglected
but studied as ajsecondary,language in the lower stages, and
as the principal language and the medium of instruction in
the higher stages of education. But for the magically
unifying influence of English, where shall our Congresses
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and Conferences be? By studying English, we are acquaint-
ing ourselves not merely with English thonght and literature
but with the world's best thought and literature.

Hindu and Moslem Relation

Whatever might have been the relations in the past
between Hindus and Musalmans in your district, I am glad
to hear that friendly relations seem to exist between them.
Riots there were in the past and riots there have been rather
occasionally. Therecent Kasargod riot in your neighbouring
district is a sad occurrence, and although some people are in-
clined to throw the entire blame on the Mappilahs, I may draw
your attention to the fact that no quarrel will ever arise from
one side only and no blame will attach itself to one party.
However, 1 would appeal to my co-religionists in your
district, a somewhat easily excitable material, to exercise self-
restraint, and help to prevent in future a recurrence of such
a riot. That Hindus and Musalmans in Southern India
move on more friendly terms than in Northern India is an
admitted fact. Notwithstanding the unworthy attempts of
interested parties to create 1ll-will between these two great
commanities, I believe, 1 am right in saying that bappy
relations between them continue to remain. While each
community has its peculiarities and differences within the
community, they have common political interests under a
common Government. Mutual sympathy and understanding
will hndoubtedly promote great unily between them. Trite
as the saying is—In union is strength—it teaches a lesson of
paramount importance. Unity between Hindus and Musal-
mans is the first great political lesson that should be learnt
and practised by those who aspire for Responsible Government
in India. The vety fact that there are to be found obstacles
in the path of their combination testifies to the growing sense
of unity between these two communities. Let my Hindu
brethren and co-religionists beware of the machinations of
the followers of Satan who seem to thrive on hatred, dissen-
sion and enmity. They who seek to divide not only commu-
nity from community but man from man have verily their
reward in their own destruction. Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called the children of God.
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This is not merely a Christian teaching but a universal
spiritual maxim. Peace within and peace without is the
creed of Islam. Peace, eternal and blessed peace, is the
cardinal principle of Hinduism. All great religions preach
peace and unity. Let us, therefore, exercise more charity,
wider tolerance and greater forgiveness; and in proportion
as we practise these divine qualities shall we be happy in our
relations with each other. Our political demands, if they go
in the name of a United India, will be nearer fulfilment, and
sooner ‘satisfied. In social and religious matters we ought to
respect each other's differences and tolerate each other’s
peculiarities. Hindu music before mosques is as bad as
Moslem processions before Hindu temples. Cow question is
sanctity to the one but not to the other. Neither the one nor
the other can be justified. The fewer the opportunities for
each to wound the tender susceptibilities of the other, the
greater the goodwill between them. As liberal education
spreads more and more widely, it cannot but tend to unify
the races and peoples of India, and weld them together into
one political nation,

Conclusion

The time has come for the bureaucracy whose responsi-
bility to the Indian peoples is practically ml to change its
character to suit the growing needs of the country, Bene-
volent as the bureaucracy has on the whole been, it has far
too much power either for good or for ewil. Since the Vicero-
yalty of Lord Curzon, one of the few really brilliant Viceroys
that ever came to India, the Executive has considerably
strengthened its hands by passing a series of Acts, popularly
known as repressive legislation, such as the Official Secrets
Act, the Seditious Meetings Act, the Newspaper Incitement to
Crimes Act, the Press Act and the Criminal Conspiracies Act.
Excellent as these laws may be to meet emergent circumstan.
ces, their continuity even in normal times has tended to stifle
public opinion, repress national ambition, suppress political
activity and discourage independence of action. In fact they
have worked so subtly as to lead to the disappearance of a
healthy pubiic life in the country. With all its vast powers
the bureaucracy practically controls all public life and al}
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public movements through the never failing agency of the
political branch of the éver present C.I1. D. Further, its
present policy seems to be concession, and coercion, by no
means a healthy or even desirable combination. Instead, it
ought to pursue a policy of concession and conciliation, a very
happy combination that cannot fail to win the peoples’ loyal
co-operation in the administration of the country. While it is
true thata subject people have only such politics as is allowed
to them by foreign rulers, it is quite probable that a subject
people can gradually. be transformed into a free people by
liberal-minded and far-seeing statesmanship, asis evident
from the noble action of the United States of America, the
freest and- greatest of the world’s democracies, towards the
Philippines. . Having tasted the sweets of English political
literature and drunk deep their political wisdom, India too
may expect a similar treatment as the Philippines at the hands
of her rulers.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the future of our country is in our
own hands, We can make or mar it. It will be what we
determine it to be. Self-determination and self-expression
are not empty words in the political vocabulary of our rulers,
They are no less so in the vocabulary of Indians, their worthy
disciples. They are pregnant with deep meaning, and are
realisable ideals. Itisno longer the self-determination or
self-expression of a particular race or community but of
United India. Though diverse are the forms in which that
self-determination has expressed itself, there is running
through them all a unity and the underlying unity is but ihe
same. [t is freedom, self-controlled freedom, the goal of our
political ambition. Towards the gradual and steady attain-
ment of that freedom, Hindus and Musalmans together with
other communities have to march hand in hand with each
other under the liberalising and progressive influences of
self-governing institutions.

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, most heartily for the
patient hearing you have kindly accorded to me and trust that
with your willing co-opcratxon and active help I may be
enabled to conduct the proceedings of this Conference which,
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1 do hope, may throughout be characterised by sobriety of
views, soundness of judgment, and practical -sagacity and
statesmanship. Let it not be said of us that we have sought
India’s gain through England's adversity. Let it be our loyal
endeavour throughout the present crisis to share with the
rest of the British Empire the joys as well as the burdens of
the Empire. With England wé rise or fall. To England we
look for our political and national emancipation from thé
thraldom of ages. May our deeds correspond to 6ur wordé
and our words to our thoughts |

THE THIRD MALABAR DISTRICT CONFERENCE
(Tellscherry, Tth May 1918)
(Concluding 8peech)

Rajah of Chirakkal, Brother-delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen! Our proceedings are well-nigh drawing to a
close. The success of this Conference, I venture to submit,
will be judged not by what we have done these two days but
by what we may be enabled to do during the year. Not-
withstanding doubts and fears, the proceedings have been
brought to a successful termination. The Resolution you
have passed to-day cover a wide range of subjects from the
customary loyalty resolution' to the burning question of
Self-Government for India,—subjects relating to District and
Provincial as well as national needs. In your resolution of
loyalty, you express your firm resolve to stand by the Empire
at all hazards and at all costs. The present is such an oppor-
tunity when you have to stand firmly by the Empire. The
resolution on Self-Government wants full Responsible
Government in India within a fixed time-limit. While
appreciating the spirit of your resolution, all I can say’is that
it is a dangerous thing {o venture to prophesy, especially in
matters political.

Local Self-Governmént, Education, Regulation of Prices,
Settlement and Co-operative movement are among the prac-
tical questions dealt with at this Conference. Asregards
man-power, I do hope that the delegates to this Conference

8
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who have enthusxastically voted in favour of the resolution

will either enlist themselves in large numbersin the Indian
Defence Force, or will do all that lies in their power to help
the authorities in enlisting recruits and volunteers for the
army during the present grave crisis,

Fellow-countrymen, and co-religionists, we need to
realise the one hard fact that the road to Responsible
Government in India is not all smooth. Nor is it strewn with
roses. We have to toil hard and long, labour incessantly and
perseveringly before we attempt to reach the goal, not s» near
as at first sight it may seem to be, While England can boast
of centuries of political training and of parliamentary institu,
tions, India can hardly think of any such political training
even for a small decade. For the first beginnings of represen-
tative government came in 1910 with the Morley-Minto
reforms. With the next substantial liberal instalment of
reforms we hope to undergo a better political training. The
art of Government isindeed a hard study. Nor is it easy to
govern a State. How much more difficult is it to govern aa
Empire so vast and numerons, and so complex in its variety ?
It is like unto such a huge business concern asto require
many powerful heads to plan schemes, and yet, many more
skilful hands to execute the same. The immensity of the task
and the stupendous nature of the responsibility can only be
realized when you are actually engaged in administrative
work. Hence, our criticism of administrative methods must
needs be incomplete without administrative experience. If
the fact is fully realised, there would be far less carping and
destructive criticism in this country.

Now that your session has come to a successful close, let
me tell you that your patriotic labours really begin now, and
may not end till you next meetin conference. These two
days you have but formulated your proposals, which remain
to be carried out daring the current year. It is unfortunate
that you have not yet begun to feel the need for organised
work to be carried on systematically from year’s end to year's
end. But I hope the subject will shortly engage your serious
attention.
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Lastly, I must express my warmest and most grateful
thanks to the Chairman, Office-bearers, and Members of
your Reception Committee for their kind invitation and
magnanimous hospitality during my brief stay in your midst.
My special thanks are, bowever, due to my good friend
Mr. Hajee Abdulla Essak Sait, who has spared no pains
whatever in making my stay both pleasant and comfortable.
Also I must thank my young volunteer friends who may in
their turn play your part in public life, for their courteous
attention, and willing help. In conclusion, if 1 may be
permitted to suggest to you a motto, I would ask you to have
Plato’s line engraven deep on your hearts, and constantly feel
inspired by reflecting on it —

“ In essence unity, in non-essence liberty,
and in all things charity.”

THE BEGUMPUR MUSLIM LEAGUE ANNIVERSARY
(6th October 1918)

Introductory Speech
BRETHREN,

In heartily responding to the kind invitation of your
energetic Secretary, asking me to take the Chair on the
present auspicious occasion, I consider it my duty, not
merely because of my being the President of your parent
League at Madras but also because of my being a fellow
Muslim worker on the same broad field of Indian public life,
to be here in your midst and be able to participate in the
happy proceedings of the League’s First Anmversary. It
has given me no small pleasure to meet here and talk to a
number of public spirited Musalmans, both young and old,
all of them fired with equal zeal for the cause of Islam and
flled with patriotic devotion to the service of their co-
religionists in Southern India. Personally, I am thankful,
pardon me for this digression, to my constituents and
sympathisers in your district whose goodwill and cheer has
always comforted me in all my endeavours for the uplift of
the Muslim Community.
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{ am deeply obliged to Mr. M. ]. Mohamed Meera Saheb
Bahadur, your worthy President, for the hearty welcome he,
has extended to me and for all the kind and encouraging
words he has spoken of me. What little I have been able to
do these six years both in and out of the Council, I have
done it without fear or favour and according to the kight
that is given to me, not for my personal good but for the
benefit of my co-religionists and all other Indian brethren,
and for the glory of Islam, Hence your thanks and praises,
should go heavenward to the Spirit of Islam that has inspired
me with npble ideals and high resolves, and epabled me to
stee: clear, amidst dangerous shoals and rocks, my vessel in
the ocean of public life.

We have a long and wearied programme to go tlirough
and with your willing co-operation I hope to be able to
bring the proceedings to a successful finish. After the
reading of the Annual Report, three important lectures have
been promised to you. I do not, therefore, wish to occupy
much of your valuable time at this stage, but shall content
myself with expressing my deep and sincere thanks to the
officg-bearers and members of the Begumpur Muslimx League
for agking me to preside over the first Anmveuary celebration
of the League and for their bospitable welcome. I now call
upon Mr. Sulaiman Saheb to read the Annual Report for
1917-18,

Concluding Speech

When 1 began my introductory speech, I addressed you:
as * Brethren ”, but | now propose toaddress you as“ My
Brethren ”, as the tie between us has since grown to be closer
and stronger.

MY BRETHREN,

Our proceedings are drawing nearly toa close. You
naturally expect me to say much on the burning topics of
the hout such as relate to the War, the Reform Proposals and
the Muslim aspirations. Before I address you om these
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important questions, let me congratulate you upon the success-
ful celebration of the First Anniversary of the League. 1Itis
with great pleasure I listened to the reading of your-First
Annual Report which covers a wide ground of the League’s
activities in reasonable directions and within practicable
limits. To have attempted so much within the brief span of
one year reflects much credit upon the enterprising spirit of
your infant League. I deeply sympathise with the laudable
objects of your League, which aim at the physical, social,
menta), moral and religious improvement of your members.
You have the great advantage, even as you began your
activities,of securing a building of your own, which undoubted-
ly gives your League a permanent character. You have a
Library of readable books and a Reading Room well supplied
with leuding Dailies and Magazines besides the District
Gaaelle. No local matter of importance has escaped your
watchful attention, such as the opening of a Branch Post
Office at Begumpur, the establishment of 2 Muslim Element-.
ary ‘School at Nagalnaickenpatty, the appointment of an
Arabic and Urdu teacher at the local Madrasa, the raising of
the Muslim, Elementary School to a Secondary Grade, the
adequate representation of Dindigul Musalmans in the
District and Taluq Boards, the enlargement of the culvert on
the Dindigul-Mettupatti Road, the construction of pucca
drains, the improvement of roads, the adoption of measures
to prevent the accumulation of sewage water, the proper
lighting of streets, the provision of dust bins and the removal
to a safe place of the Hindu burial and burning ground.
Besides, you have organized periodical public lectures and
submitted resolutions to the Government on important
occasions. Your financial position during the very first year
of your existence has been sound and satisfactory, showing a
total receipt of over Rs. 2,800 and a total expenditure of abou

Rs. 8,000. Let me hope it will show still greater progress 0.
the balance side in the coming year.

Among the resolutions passed at.this meeting, yon have
given the loyalty resolution its first rightful and honoured
place, Notwithstanding doubts and aspersions cast even by
those who are or ought to be in a better position to gauge
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Mohamedan 'sentiments and views during the present crisis,
Muslim Joyalty to the British tbrone has under most trying
conditions stood the test of time. It has remained steady and
staunch as ever, it may be, to the discomfiture of those who
are trying to sow discord in the Moslem ranks. Moslem
loyalty brings me to the all-absorbing topic of the War. It
is a matter for congratulation and thanksgiving to the Almighty
that the’ War has taken a distinctly favourable turn, and
the Allies have reasons to feel gratified that their united
efforts combined with the recent entry of the American Army
into the Western theatre have succeeded in-driving the
enemy far back into the regions orginally occupied by the
Allies. Further, the happy news of the surrender of
Bulgaria and its timely withdrawal from the awful scene
have considerably relieved the anxieties of the British
and the Allies whose chances of victory bave thus
been multiplied. These are indeed bappy signs pointing
to a speedy and successful termination of the War. It is our
bounden duty to stand to gain in our onward march to the
early realisable goal of political freedom. Let us therefore
pray EK DIL for the complete success of the British arms
and early close of the War to the lasting peace of the civilised
world,

The subject of political freedom, so essential for Indian
National advancement, brings me to the subject of the
recently announced Reform Proposals. While we are
deeply thankful to the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State
for India and H. E. the Viceroy for the Montague-Chelmsford
scheme of reforms, which is a distinct advance in several
directions over the Morley-Minto scheme, we are also of
opinion that the scheme needs to be improved in certain
particulars so as to prove really beneficial to tbe Indian peos
ples and so as to afford them real power and_opportunities
for exercising responsibility and thus improving their politi
cal position. Musalmans are also of opinion that adequate
Moslem representation should be demanded not only in larger
Councils but in smalier local bodies as well as in the public
gervices of the country, The Congress League Scheme has
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provided for such adequate representation on the Legislative
Councils. It is our duty effectively to raise our voice and
carry on our constitutional battle until victory crowns our
persevering and persistent efforts. On the Madras Corpora-
tion too a fair number of elective seatsshould be thrown open
to Musalmans who shall be returned to the Corporation by
separate electorates. Oan the whole the Reforms promised to
us seem to be of a liberal character and much of their even-
tual success will depend not only upon the final settlement of
all important details connected therewith but upon the energy
and enterprise displayed by Non.Official Indians in fully
availing themselves of the new opportunities for responsible
work and bravely meeting the new situation.

Now, my Brethren, to the Moslem aspirations. Indian
National aspirations being common to the Moslems and the
Hindus as well as the other inhabitants of India, we only
stand to gain and not to lose by making common cause with
the Hindus in their reasonable and legitimate demands for
larger and larger political rights and privileges from time to
time. Within the community we have our special needs such
as relate to education, sanitation, industry and social reform.
While our communal progress has so far been steady and
satisfactory, it would have shown a greater record of achieve-
ment but for our educational backwardness in several parts
of the Presidency. We have to increase the number of
Moslem pupils of school-going age, and strive for the opening
,of more and more Musalman Elemeantary and Secondary
Schools. Sanitary improvement is badly needed where poor
Musalmans live. Again, I need hardly emphasise on the
imperative need for industrial development among Moslems.
For upon this depends their economic prosperity. Lastly the
subject of Social Reform will broaden our outlook on life and
widen our mental horizon. In our joint efforts with the
Hindus we shall be able to achieve more solid results. The
forces of progress have begun to unify and weld together
the scattered units of India.

In conclusion, I pray that your infant League will have
a long lease of life and a glorious career of publi¢ usefulness,
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. will probably serve asa bright example of disinterested
public work. 1 wish your League all success and prosperity.

SECOND WAR LOAN MEETING AT HYDERABAD
12th Fuly 1918

The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, while explain-
ing that the long and close connection of the Banganapalle
State with certain noble families of Hyderabad and the great
interest he always took in the progress and prosperity of the
people of the Premier Musalman State, had impelled him to
appear before an Hyderabad audience, surveyed in a clear
and succinct way the military situation which the breakdown
of the Russian Empire had created on the Russian frontier,
The speaker - was present at the, War Conference at Delbi
and was able to learn there a good many things which the
general publxc could not ordinarily know and he was there-
fore in a position to say with the Hon'ble the Resident that
the situation on the North-West frontier was indeed very
grave. He was strongly of opinion that the duty of every
patriotic Indian, whatever his creed or nationality, wasto
avert the catastrophe that assuredly threatened to overtake
the country and pointed out that one of the ways in which
this duty could be discharged was by making the War Loan
a success. Atthe same time he made it clear that by sub-
scribing to it, they were not doing any special favour to the
British Government, or the Resident or to any dignitary
present on the occasion. It wasa duty which they owed to
themselves, to their hearths and homes, their mosques and
‘temples and to whatever they held sacred in their civilisation
and culture.

Besides it was in itself a paying concern and their
money would come back'to them with ample profits. He
asked them to do their bit in the matter and rise equal to the
occasion and subscribe to the War Loan in a way worthy of
the State to which they had the honour to belong. Iu con-
clusion he offered, by virtue of his connection with Hydera-
bad, to include his name in their list also with his frst
jnstalment of Rs. 1,000. (From a Correspondcnl).



SECTION IV
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESS
Military Training Colleges
(The Madras Mail, 9th April 1918)

To establish military training colleges at suitable centres
in India to train capable Indians, including scions of royal
houses and of aristocratic and noble families, to hold commis-
sioned ranks in the Indian army will be a fitting corollary to
the dispatching, for the first time in the history of the Empire,
of Indian troops to the European theatres of war, the number
of Victoria Crosses won by the Indian heroes, the recent
throwing open to Indians of the commissioned ranks in the
army, and the creation of the Indian Defence Force. Further
the magnificent display of India’s deep and steadfast loyalty
from the proud prince down to the humble peasant, the
increasing recognition of India’s magnanimous offers of help
in men, money and material during the ‘war, and the admis-
sion of Indian representatives into the Imperial War Confe-
rence as well as the War Cabinet, will justify their early
establishment in the best interests not only of India but of
Great Britain. Had there been greater matual understanding
and mutual trust in past years between the'rulers and the
ruled, I venture to think, India alone would have supplied
nearly half, if not more, of the man-power so much needed
to-day on the western front, and the German menace would
have ere long been a byword of reproach. While I do
realise the serious difficulties often experienced by foreign
administrators in entering into the spirit and feeling of
the Indian peoples, and in endeavouring to make common
cause with them in public matters, I submit it is not
altogether an insuperable difficulty. With a little insight,
quick imagination, and active sympathy the Anglo-Indian
bureaucracy should have been able to capture the easily
responsive hearts of loyal India, Among the many
valuable lessons that the War has taught the civilised world,
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may be mentioned the increasing faith in buman destiny
leading to the ultimate realisation of Universal Brotherbood.
Comradeship in arms indeed generates the noblest types of
Jpatriotism. Fired with loyal devotion to the British Throne
and zeal for his country’s cause the Indian soldier, when he
realises the fact that he is fighting not as a mercenary but
a3 a patriotic cifizen fighting for the Crown and country, will
exemplify in himself a typical citizen. To realise this he
must be trained in the school of responsibility. Hence the
peed for military training ‘colleges.

Whatever may be said of the ulterior moral foundations
on which rests the stability of a state, the hard fact
remains that a state primarily rests upon its military strength
and its military valour on land and sea. Far from alarm.
ing the bureauncracy and creating vague fear and unneces-
sary suspicion in their mind, an efficient Indian army fully
equipped will be an invaluable imperial asset of which the
British Empire may justly be proud. If the angle of vision
has really widened, and if British Imperialism has really
expanded beyond the narrow limits of race and colour, there
ought to be no difficulty on the' part of the Government in
providing facilities for adequate military training to the sons
of the soil. After what the Indian army bas done in the
west, pasticularly in the early stages of the war, after what
the sturdy Gurkha, the gallant Pathan, the fine soldierly Sikh,
and the brave Rajput, not to speak of others, have done to
coves themselves with glory, there ought to be no hesitation
in foundinpg Indian ‘Sandhursts’ at important centres. In
almost every part of India there are races and communities
whose brave ancestors once fought with gallantry on the
side of the John Company. With the revival of the martial
spirit and with the development of fine physique will come
chivalry and heroism. which cannot fail to inSuence national
character. Hence the proposal to start military colleges
involves, no doubt, a momentous decision on which depends
ta a Jarge extent the future advancement of this country as
am integral part of the British Empire. In justice, therefore,
to the legitimate claims of the Indian sections of the army,
apd.in justice tq the martial spirit of the war-like races stijl
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feft in lndia, attempts should be made to start at least oné
first class military college at an early date. It will bea
practical proof of the desire of the Government to streng-
then even more firmly the bond of fellowship between Eng-
land and India.

INDIA’S MAN-POWER

An appeal to Musalmans
(The Hindu, 16/h May 1918)

Brethren,~The British Empire is passing through a
crisis the magnitude of which is hardly sufficiently realised
even by a large number of educated Indians. To meet this
grave crisis are needed all the resources of the Indian
Empire. Atthe recent Delhi Conference the quéstion of
India's man-power and resources was fully discussed and
resolutions were adopted recommending the encoaragement
of voluntary recruitment, and the increased supply of war
materials. With the King’s commissions thrown opea
to the Indians and with the pay of the Indian soldiers
increased, enterprising Musalmans should find no difficulty
in either enlisting themselves or inducing their brethren to
enlist themselves in sufficiently large numbers in the army.
They may also join the Indian Defence Force. While the
army may be employed in any theatre of war, the Defence
Force will remain in India for home defence. In ancient
times Musalmans conquered by the sword a large portion of
the world. The sword has never been a symbol of destruce
tion ssis fondly imagined but a symbol of construction.
For the religion of the sword is verily the Holy Religion of
Peace—Islam. Not long ago our Musalman sepoys distingui-
shed themselves in the Carnatic as well as the Dekhan wars,
Martial spirit is still in strong evidence amongst the Moslem
population. Retired military pensioners are stlt to be found
in large numbers in North Arcot, Kistn3, Trichinopcly and
Bellary districts, Musalmans are still noted for those quali-
ties which distinguish fighting saces Of the numerous
advantages of military trainii g may be mentioned the value
of a fine physique, strict discipliue, devotion to duty, and
readiness to sacritice, and also, the formation of a sturdy
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will be doubly helping the Government. Either they
may waive' their right to any interest on their loans
or give away their interest in charity to any War Fund.
While itis true we have not many merchant princes or
millionaires among our community in Southern India, we
have still a fair number of Moslem philanthropists and noble-
minded gentry who ought to subscribe o the loan. $o far
as the Moslem share is concerned, we ought to be able to
show this time atleast 2 greater record of progress than
during the previous War Loan. Even the poor among us
may be persuaded to invest their smiall savings in Post Office
Cash Certificates, and these certificates can be cashed at any
time during the five years. 1f we do not generously subscribe
to the loan, who knows that we may have to bear the
burden of new additional taxation. In order to lessen the
chances of further taxation we should all try to make the
second loan an unqualified euccess. 1f we help the Empire,
it is pot merely in the 'interests of the Empire itself but in
our own interests. For the certainty of our progress depends
upon the stability of the Empire. Duty, therefore, calls upon
us to meet the urgent needs of the Empire. I request there-
fore all my co-religionisists to take up this matter in right
earnest, and secure a large number of subscribers to the new
loan,

To my Moslem Brethren

(The Hindu, May 21t 1918.)

Brethren,~Soon after my return from the Delhi War
Conference, 1 presided over the Tbird Malabar District
Conference at ‘Tellicherry, and took that opportunity to dwell
at length upon the urgent needs of the Empire in my presi-
dential address, and exhorted the andience to take to imme-
diate war work by enlisting recruits to the army and the
Indian Defence Force in large numbers, and subscribing to
the War Funds and the new War Loan., Also, 1 appealed
to my Moslem brethren through the Madras Dailies on the
same subject. I dare say they have gone- through my Telli-
cherry address as well as my two letters to the press. In
this last note I should like to assure .my co-religionists of my



n

deep sympathy with them in any movement they may orga-
nise for themselves to render all loyal help tothe British
Government and the Empire, and of my willingness and
readiness to participate in any of their proceedings, provided
Tam previously informed of the same. My services are always
placed at the disposal of my co-religionists as well as fellow-
countrymen.

Indian Reforms
(The Madras Mail, Fuly 26,1918.)

While reserving my criticism of certain features and
details of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme of Indian Consti-
tutional Reforms, I must confess that the proposals do con-
tain the germs of Responsible Government, and that the
policy of August 20 has been adhered toin framing the
scheme. The lengthy and exhaustive report, admirably and
excellently written, breathes throughout a liberal and sym-
pathetic spirit quite in keeping with the loftiness of the theme.
In fact, it constitates a splendid state document of considerable
histeric and political importance. That an honest and sincere
attempt at reform has been made therein to satisfy the legiti-
mate aspirations of educated Indians cannot be denied. But
the scheme in some respects is so novel, so complex and com-
plicated, and so different fronr the Congress-League Scheme
that no just comparison can possibly be instituted between
the two schemes. It is, however, gratifying to note that some
of the essential features of the Congress-League Scheme find
their fulfilment in the new proposals. The expansion of Le-
gislative Councils so as to contain a substantially elected
majority, the increase of the Indian element in the Execative
Government, the binding nature of the budget resolutions,
the privilege of asking supplementary questions extended to
all the members, the exercise of responsibility in matters
relating to transferred subjects, the complete provincialisation
of revenue, the right of Provincial Governments td have
certain powers of taxation and of borrowing, the proposed
creation of direct electorates and widening of the franchise,
the increased association of Indians in the Indiaa Civil Service,
the establishment of a Privy Council for India, the . trapsfer-
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ring to the British estimates of the salary of the Secretary of
State for India, the proposal of a Select Committee for Indian
affairs of the House of Commons, the periodical commission
of enquiry to review the Indian constitutional position, and
the establishment of a Council of Princes are indeed
remarkable changes of a far-reaching character which, when
they come into force, ought to or will enable Indians to achieve
considerable political progress within the next decade.
There are, however, matters of vital importance, still left to
be decided by the two Committees to be appointed to investi-
gate into the question of the separation of Indian from pro-
vincial functions and that of recommending which of the
functions assigned to the province should be transferred
subjects ; and into the question of examining constituencies
and franchises, and determining the composition of each
Legislative Council as well as of the Legislative Assembly.
Further, the far too many safeguards provided for in the
scheme 50 as to strengthen the hands of the Executive out of
all proportion to the actual requirements of the sitnation not
only err on the side of unduly excessive cantion but may
possibly hamper the free vigoronus growth of constitutional
government in this country. We need, therefore, to suspend
our judgment upon these matters until after the publication
'of the Committees’ reports. Tn fact, nearly half the value of
the scheme will depend upon the shape it will ultimately
assume when the Bill passes through Parliament. While
‘practical suggeshons may be made¢ to improve the scheme
‘and render it acceptable to representatxve Indian opinion,
the scheme ought to be welcome by all sections of the Indian
population, and deserves to adorn the Indian statute book.
When the scheme is modified in the light of reasonable
criticism from responsible leaders and the publicists it is
bound to prove a real blessing to the people of India.



SECTION V

PRESS COMMENTS
MOSLEM EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE, YELLORE

This Conference, while expressing its entire sympathy
with and whole-hearted approval of the resolution moved by
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan Sahib
Bahadur in the Imperial Legislative Council in reference to
the Unani and Ayurvedic systems of medical treatment, begs
to emphasise the necessity of giving early effect to his recom-
mendation.—(The Indian Palriol, 18tk February 1918.)

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur

“ My Gfth year in the Imperial Legislative Council ” is
the title of a small pamphlet issued by the Moslem member
in the Imperial Legislative Council representing Madras.
He has published it for the benefit of his constituency to
acquaint them with the quality and volume of public work
bhe has been doing for them. It contains the text of the
questions with answers, and spéeches made by the member
on various subjects, We have no doubt that the 'pamphlet
serves the purpose which it is intended to serve.~The
Tribune, Lahore, 22nd February 1918.

Work in the Council

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur has issued a
pamphlet which is a record of his work in 1917—the ffth
year of his membership in the Imperial Legislative Council.
Itis indeed a happy idea of Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur to
try to acquaint his constituency and his community with the
nature of the work in the Council as their representative ;
and this example may be followed by other Honourable
members with advantage. In his introduction to the pamphlet,
Mir Asad Ali Khan, who is one of the * Nineteen, ” warns
his community against the tendency to create artificial

10



4

divisions, and points out that ** while differences are bound ta
exist in any community they need not keep them from realis-
ing their common interests. ” He also invites from his com-
munity questions and resolutions of an imperial character as
the basis for his work in the Council The pamphlet contains,
besides his speeches in the Council, his Presidential Address
at the All-India Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi Conference, his
interesting Presidential Address at the Annual Meeting of
the Madras Presidency Moslem League, and one or two other
gpeeches.—New India, 28!k February 1918.

Moslem Politics

. These are days when differences of opinion in political
-matters get more and more emphasised for the simple reason
that people are beginning to think for themselves. While
many consider this constant expression of aggressive diffe-
rences as an unhealthy sign, and make vigorous appeals for
union, we are inclined to look upon it as a very hopeful sign
indeed. They set people a thinking, and that is a great deal.
The cause of the political progress of India only demands
‘that the people should think of it, and be they moderates or
‘be they extremists, the advancement of the cause is certain.
‘Let us remember that to-day even the Madras Mail, and
the Pioneer dare not oppose reforms : they only repeat
the argument of * notyet” Thisis no small gain, for the
“‘time- was not long ago when these people thought it im.
pertinent of any Indian, whatsoever his position, to demand
that he shall have responsible association with the Govern-
ment. The work of political upliftment of India is going on
apace, and no hand can arrest its progress. While, therefore,
we are not concerned with any emphasis of difference of
- opinion, we sympathise with the appeal for unity which
the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan has made to the Muham-
madan community in the introduction to his ‘¢ Fifth year in
Council”’—which, by the way, is an inferesting record of
his work, not only in the Viceroy’s Council but outside it,
as the President of the Ayurvedic and Unani Conference
and the Madras Moslem League meeting. In his anxiety to
" serve his community which has sent him to the Council be
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has been publishing these pamphlets in the hope that they
% will be found useful and enable his voters to take a.more
intelligent interest in the public life of the country. Ques-
tions and resolutions affecting the Moslem Community of
an Imperial character are invited trom them. In fact all
practical suggestions for the uplift of the Moslem Community
will be thankfully received.”

To bis community, that is, of course, to such of them as
are trained to think, he addresses an appeal to make up their
differences. * While it is easy to exaggerate differences:
amongst ourselves, it is really difficult to discern points of
unity,” “ This is not a time,” he writes, * for any community,
particularly for the Moslem Community, long known for its
cohesion and solidarity, to create artificial divisions and
engender separatist feelings and tendencies withid the com-
munity.” * While differences are bound to exist in any
community, they need not keep them from realising their
common interests. This is pre-eminently a time for united
action, for making up differences and presenting a united
front. And he goes on to add : Common concerted action
alone between the two great communities, the Hindus and
the Moslems and between different communities inhabiting
this ancient land, will obtain for India an honourable
place within the Empire.” - We commend this appeal to
our Moslem brethern as indeed to the few unfortunates
among Indians who have taken to disparage the claims of
India. Even Anglo-Indian merchants have begun to think’
of the Indian politics which brings them face to face with,
living facts. Mr. Shirley Tremearne asked Europeans in
India at the meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to
# scrupulously abstain from the use of provocative or offen.
sive language about their Indian fellow-subjects, and try and
acquire a generous and sympathetic insight into the aims
and aspirations of educated Indians.” Of course, the Madras
Mail has said that * Capital ” is no British paper and Mr,
Tremearne is the Editor of the ** Capital ” but no one who
is not fanatically opposed to Indian progress will question
the force and reasonableness of the above statement.—

Indian Palriol, 1st March 1918.
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A Consoientious Legislator

We have received a neatly printed pamphlet entitled,
‘My fifth year in the Imperial Legislative Council ” by the
Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur. In a short introduc-
tion, the Hon’ble Mr. Asad Ali explains that he considers it
his duty to acquaint his namerous voters with the nature and
character of the work done by their representative in the
Legislative Council. The questions asked by him, the answers
given to them, and his speeches in the Council, are repro-
duced. A section is devoted to speeches made outside the
Council, another to his contributions to the Press, and the
last to Press opinions on his work, The Hon’ble Mr. Asad
Ali’s constituents are fortunate in that the whole pamphlet
consists of rather less than L0 pages.—(The Indian Social
Reformer, 8rd March 1918.)

THE YOW TO SERYE HUMANITY

(Translated from Telugu)

The Hon'’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, having served
his countrymen in the Imperial Legislative Council for 5
years, has done his duties to the best satisfaction of his elec-
tors. The principle of presenting the people with a book
showing the work he has done is to be found in the case of
no Hon’ble Member except Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur.
It is very satisfactory to find that Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur
has published an account of the work he bas done. Asad Ali
Khan Bahadur is an Andhra. Heis an Andhra Muhamma-
dan.” He is a brother of the Nawab of Banganapalli. Heis
an advocate of self-government, a supporter of the Indian
National Congress, a sympathiser of the principle of linguis-
tic division of the provinces. Recently he has published the
book dealing with the public work he has done during his
fifth year in the Legislative Council. Owing to ill-bealth he
could not attend the Council last time, and hence that in-
formation could not be included in this book. Among the
questions he asked in the Council there are many which are
beneficial to the public and also of all-India interest. His
speeches in the Council exhibit his powerful mastery of the
subjects. In this book not only his work in the Council but
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also his Presidential Address at the Madras Moslem League
and some of his contributions to the press regarding certain
bills are published.

It would be beneficial if other Legislative Council Mem-
bers also published accounts of their work in the Legislative
Councils and the service they have rendered to the public.
—(The Andhra Pairika, 2nd March 1918).

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan

(Transtated Jrom Tamil)

The people of this Province, especially Muhammadans,
know the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan. He has been holding
for the last five years a seat on the Imperial Legislative
Council as a representative of the Muhammadan community.
It has been his custom to bring out in book form every year
the questions he asked, the resolutions he moved, and the
speeches he delivered in that Council during that year. He
has published a similar book for the year 1917 recording his
services for that year, and a copy of it has been sent to us for
our perusal. If one reads that book through, the nature of
the services rendered by him to his community and to the
country at large will become evident. We need hardly,
mention that he possessed intense zeal and courage. One
passage from the preface to the book is well worth mention-
ing here. He emphasises therein that the present is not the
time for the Muhammadans to create rivalry between class
and class owing to their differences of opinion, that if all
classes are united, nothing is impossible of achievement, and
that if they wished to secure a dignified place in the scheme
of self-government, all religionists must work together in
barmony. Will our people bear this valuable advice in mind,
sink all their differences, present a united front and achieve
their object # The present is the best opportunity to work
whole-heartedly and zealously for the achievement of our
common object. (The Swadesamilran, 2nd March 1918.)

The Bon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadue

The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan issues year after year a
record of his work in the Imperial Council, and the fifth year
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of his term has been, as the four previons ones, very eventful.
He has béen in demand for public meetings and, as wnsual,
his utterances are ear-marked with moderation and states-
manship.. He writes : * Owing to ill-health, I was obliged to
be absent from the Simla sessions of the Council. Hence
there is no record in this pamphlet of my Council work
during September last. I hope and trust this pamphlet will
be found useful and enable my voters to take a more intellis
gent interest in the public life of the country, Questions and
resolutions affecting the Moslem community, of an Imperial
character, are invited from them. In fact, all practical sog-
gestions for the uplift of the Meslem community will be
thankfully received.”
] [ ] * ®

*  Writing on higher politics, the. Hon'’ble Mir Asad Ali
Khan writes : -* While it is easy to exaggerate differences
amongst ourselves, it is really difficult to discern points of
unity. This is not a time for any community, particularly the
Moslem community, long known for its cohesion and solida-
rity, to create artificial divisions and engender separatist
feelings and tendencies within the community, While
differences are bound to exist in any community, they need
not keep them from realising their common interests. This
is pre-eminently a time for united action, for making up
differences and presenting a usnited front. Common concer-
ted action alone ‘between the two great communities, the
Hindus -and the Moslems, and between the different com-
munities inhabiting this ancient land, will obtain for India an
honourable place within the Empire.”

s » . s .

In another place, he writes : # Nevertheless, the year-
1917 will ever remain a memorable one in the annals of
Modern India. H. E. Lord Chelmsford’s sympathetic attitude
towards the legitimate and reasonable aspirations of educat-
ed Indians, and his statesmanly speech to the Imperial
Council in September last, indicate a bright future for India.
And the visit to India of the Right Hon'ble Mr. E. S.
Montagn, the Secretary of State for India,—indeed a signifi-
cant event of the times—marks the beginning of a2 new chap-
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ter in the history of our political progress.” (The Islamiah,
March 6, 1918.)

The Hon'ble Mir Asad AIi Khan Bahadur

(i‘ranslatcd from Urdu)

The Hon'ble Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur
(Madras), Member of the Imperial Legislative Council, has
sent us a booklet for review. It shows his fifth year’s activi-
ties in the Council, the interpellations and answers and the
speeches which he made during the year. Besides, it con-
tains bis speech as the President of the seventh session of the
Ayurvedic and Unani Conference held at Delhi and his
speech as the President at the Annual Session of the Madras
Presidency Muslim League and the opinions of the Press.
We congratulate him, on his annually presenting a report of
his work to his voters in order to enlighten them as to
whether his work is satisfactorily done or not. We shall be
glad if the other members follow his example. (The Oudh-ul
Ahkbar, Lucknow, Tth March 1918).

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a pampblet
from the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan containing an. account
of the Hon’ble gentleman’s activities during the fifth year
of his term of office as a non-official member of the Imperial
Legislative Coancil. The pamphlet contains within the
small compass of 45 pages much that is interesting in the
public life of the present day. The Nawab's interpellations
cover a wide variety of subjects of undoubtedly general in-
terest and they are by no means confined to matters affecting
solely his co-religionists. Besides the interpellations and the
replies, the pamphlet contains the Hon’ble Member’s
speeches in the Council and elsewhere, Mr. Mir Asad Ali
Khan has been a powerful factor for progress among South
Indian Moslems, while he is loyal to the Congress League
Scheme of Reforms, besides being one of the promoters of
the Hindu-Muslim rapproachement. It is a matter for thankful-
ness that when the Prince of Arcot and Shifal-ul-Mulk Zainul-
abidin Sahib are preaching the creed _of political obscuran-
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tism and reaction in South India, Mr. Mir Asad Ali Khan
has remained loyal to the higher aspirations of the progres-
sive section among the Indian Musalmans. (Uniled India
and Native Slales, 28th March 1918).

Election of the President for the Third Malabar
District Conference

Rama Varma Valia Raja of Chirakal, M. R. A. S, F. R,
H. 8, F. R. S, Chairman of the Reception Committee, Third
Malabar District Conference, “said in his address:— “I would
now ask you to formally elect as our President the Hon’ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, our distingoished 1dader, who
has Iaboured incessantly to create an enfenle cordiale between
‘Hindus and Moslems, and succeeded in spite of the machina-
tions of separatists, those insidious foes of Indian Nationa-
lism, who tried to create discord with a view to carry on
their own self-aggrandisement. We have closed our own
ranks and to-day we give tothe world the spectacle of a
strong united people, who hail India as their motherland,
devoted to her interests, uncontaminated by the spirit of
racial or religious sectionalism, determined to bring about the
suppression of such elements whether Hindu or Musalman
as prevent her harmonious and homogeneous development, as
will it herself for taking the part which belongs of right to
her, an important part in the working out of a system of
Imperial consolidation. (From the Receplion address.)

The Presidential Address of The Malabar District
Conference

The address which the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan
Bahadur delivered as the President of the Third Malabar
District Conference, which assembled at Tellicherry to-day
is quite in keeping with the dignity, prestige and reputation
with which he represents the Muhammadan interests of this
presidency in the Imperial Legislative Council. There is
a certain dignity and fixedness in his political opinions,
and the principles he propounds are throughly progressive
and liberal in their character and consistent with the position
‘he occupies as a Member of a Royal family in this Presidency
‘and as the representative of cultured Mubammadan opinion
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in Madras. Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, belongs to the
progressive school of Muhammadan opinion, devoted to the
Congress and the Moslem League, and he occupies an
accredited position not only ‘as the representative of the
Muhammadan community in the Legislative Council, but also
13 the President of the Madras Presidency Moslem League
which has derived additional strength and value from his
presidential connection with it. Mr. Asad Ali Khan is a fine
specimen of a cultured and aristocratic Musalman. Aristo-
iratic by birth and bearing, but -liberal and enlightened in
1i8 opinion, he maintains'a sympathetic and tolerant attitude
owards all parties in the Congress, which, he feels. should
hrive by the presentation of the existing healthy party
‘haracteristics which distinguish each. He has follawed the
ongress through its various stages of progressive politics,
ind is not one of those who have lost faith in the Congress
>ecause of the division among Congressmen. On the other
1and his hope has risen with the development of differences
ind divisions in the Congress owing to the progress of,
hought and opinion, and he does not belang to those who
hrow up progressive work because certain parties in the
Jongress have attained dominance in the Councils of the
congress. As a sane politician he recognises that parties
nust rise and fall in any well-orgaunised pohtical body
ccording to the strength and force of opinion, and there is
10 cause for alarm in such natural development which is the
iest indication of popular progress.. It goes without saying
hat Mir Asid Ali Khan Bahadur is a loyal adherent to the
cheme of reforms jointly approved by the National Congress
nd Moslem League. He helievesin, it and is prepared to
tand by it, He is certain that in the coming reform the
-ongress-League scheme is ta be the first instalment and
1at until we get it we -must, fight for it.. An emphatic utter-
rce of this sort proceeding from the President of the Malabar
district Conference supported as it is by the public. opinion’
f the district, both Hindu and Muhammadan, has a rare
alue. It may be easily distinguished from what passes for
ublic opinion in certaip quarters in Madras. Itis not after
il so easy to make . individual opinioy to get accepted as the
pinion of a polifical party, and as fag as Malgbar is congerg-

i
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ed the question may be accepted as decisive. Malabar is
determined to stand for the Congress-League scheme and is
in the least interested in the party warfare that is being carri-
ed on in certain quarters of Madras. It may be taken as the
general view of the country at large. Neither the people of
Malabar nor the President of the Conference is less loyal or
less devoted to the cause of the Allies. The President hasa
nice conception of what is due from the country at large at
the present moment, and he knows in what ways the people
can help the Empire. Speaking in a district which has
maintained a high place among the districts contributing to
the man power pf the Empire there was no necessity to
speak on the importance of this particular matter. Yet he
dwelt on the importance of recognising the principle that
they alone are capable of self-rule who can defend them-
selves adding that *‘more need not be said on this subject to a
Malabar audience whose right example deserves to be emu-
lated by other districts.” The political differences which
divide the community at present are leading the nation towards
solid unity. All have fixed their eye on a common destiny. As
the political conflict of the Indian peoples becomes increas.
ingly quickened, divergent views, said Mir Asad Ali Kban,
will necessarily arise, and people with more or less the same
views must organise themselves into parties. That is the way
to develop a political community into a common organisation
notwithstanding its differences. The whole organisation must
grow and not be split on the rock of acute political differen-
ces such as arose at Surat. Out of the wreck at Surat arose
the germs of national union which bave again been consoli-
dated into the national unity which was signalised at Luck-
now where Moderates, Extremists, Home Ralers, all agreed
to work in union, Much has been said about the Home Rule
activity but Mir Asad Ali Kban believes—and all people will
agree with him—that but for the stimulus supplied by the
Home rule activities there could not have been so much of
political enthusiasm in the country. But, he said, ¢ political
agitation while it is an essential part of our work must take
its place with political thinking. India has produced capable
statesmen in the past, and in due course it must be able to-
Produc;e first rate Politiml thinkers, The Congrcss of
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Naoroji’s and Bonerjec’s, Hume's and Wedderburn’s, Mehta's
and Gokhale's true to its past traditions, ought to continue to
represent healthy and progressive liberalism. In this lies the
hope of the progressive development of the country and the
people. Wedded as the Congress has long been to liberal
principles, there have been occasions when extreme radica-
lism seems to have overshadowed the very liberal principles
that gave it birth, and it is, Mr. Asad Ali Khan insists, the
duty of every thinking congressman, whatever may be his
creed, to see that the great Indian National Congress does
not depart from its high principles,and that when unwittingly
it does depart, we should by every means in our power
endeavour to restore it to its unrivalled position as the best
exponent of progressive liberalism.” It is not a counsel of
despair that the President gives but a counsel of hope for
the future of our national organisation. And it is a happy
sign that among the different communities and creeds of
India there is a steadily unifying force operating towards
national unification, and that all communities are persuaded
that this is a desirable consummation to be attained at all
costs. The President of the Conference has brought his
own influences to bear upon the tendency that prevails to-
wards peace and amity in the district and the influence of an
aristocratic President of Mr. Ali Khan's prestige and position
must add enormously to the value and the weight of words
proceeding from the President of the Confeirence. His
address is a remarkable compendium of political truths hap-
pily expressed aod its effect upon the public opinion of the
district must be wholly beneficial. We must congratulate
the district on having secured Mir Asad Ali Kban as the
President of the Political Conference which he so well utilized
to impart sound political opinions. We must congratulate
Mir Asad Ali Khan on his admirable speech. The bureaacracy
whose responsibility to the people is practically nil bas,
according to Mir Asad Ali Khan, prevented healthy develop-
ment of the capacity and character of the people. Benevol-
ent, he admits, the bureaucracy hason the whole been, but
it has far too much power either for good or for evil. Its
general policy has been repressive and its general tendency
is the same, T'he bureaucracy h-ve worked so subtly as to
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lead to the disappearance of a healthy public life in the
‘country. With all its vast powers the bureaucracy practically
controls all public life and all public movements through the
never failing agency of the political branch of the ever pre-
sent C.ILD. The speaker suggests that the time has now
come for the bureaucracy to give up the close grip of popular
freedom and to surrender into the hands of the people some
of the powers and oppoitunities which they now wield for
moulding the destinies of the people. This is the fundamental
case he makes out against the bureaucracy. Everybody
agrees in this view except the bureaucrat, and a change has
become imminent. The only question- is how much the
bureaucracy will part with of the power which it has hitherto
wielded and how far the people will be able to ‘force power
out of its hands, 1n other words whether it will have the
grace to admit its own imperfections and make way for the
‘removal of them by adequate means. Thereis no doubt
that the bureaucracy will find it impossible in the long run
‘to maintain its power and influence, and it would have to
concede into the hands of the people those powers and
opportunities which are necessary for their free growth. The
only question is whether the bureaucracy will do this in time
or whether it will obstinately stick to its powers and
‘opportunities and disappoint the people of their opportuni-
ties and desires. They have not always proved the wisest of
their class. They enjoy too much power to be supremely
.wise, and policy. does not require them to relax the rigid
adherence to their powers and privileges even as a matter of
expediency. It has decidedly too much power in its hands
to be always -wisely and considerately used and it will be
extremely well to restrict the opportonity for the misuse of
its power and enlarge the freedom of the people to use many
of those powers themselves.—{Indian Palriot,. Madras,
May 6, 1818),

The Third Malabar District Conference .

The address which was delivered by the Hon’ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan Bahadur as President of the Third Malabar
District Conference is interesting. The conspicuous feature
of it was its modecation and sobriety,- the temperate
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language in which the thoughts were clothed by no means
less remarkable. He entered a strong plea for the suspension
of all political propagandism as long as the present grave
crisis, of which he gave a full account, lasts, for, the sinking
of all political differences ** in the face of the great common
danger” and for “ uniting together their mental and moral
torces to combat the foe and renew their efforts to help and
promote the Allies’ cause of freedom.” He exhorted his
hearers " to demonstrate their staunch and steadfast loyalty
to the British Throne by deeds and not by words.” He paid
a well deserved compliment to Malabar for the large number
of recruits the district has supplied both to the combatant
and non-combatant force in the past and encouraged them
to put forth further efforts. He asked the educated Indians
to spread correct and accurate information in regard to the
progress of the war, allay panic, discourage mischief-making,
remove vague and groundless fears, create confidence in the
public mind and assure the people of the ultimate victory of
the Allied cause. He took a sane view of the famous
pronouncement of the 20th of August last and of the political
reforms thal would be granted in redemption of that decla-
ration, dilated on the prime necessity of building up and
fostering the idea of an Indian nationhood. At the same
time, the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali clearly perceived the inevit-
ability of conceding communal representation so long as
communal differences and peculiarities exist. “ The fact”
said he, “ has to be faced that political rights and privileges
are at present monopolised by one or two sections or classes
in each community to the detriment of the remaining
numerous classes who far outnumber in wealth, rank and
position the few privileged classes. It is to guard against
this danger of political power eventually passing into the
bands of a narrow minded and selfish oligarchy that impor-
tant communities with a stake in the country demand
communal representation,” That is. a true and correct
statement of the position to which exception could notin
reason be taken. Mr. Asad Ali does not lament the political
split and the coming into existence of different political
parties. He rejoices that they have come into being as the
birth gives promise of more political thinking in the country
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in place of the chorus which but echoes one or two men's
borrowed ideas. He does not believe in the theory ol a
united front, but gladly welcomes a divided one. He analyses
the wvarious political parties and classifies them into
conservatives, whigs, liberals and radicals. We congratu-
late Mr. Asad Ali Khan Bahadur on his address which
would help to correct the wrong-headedness of a small
section of the people of Malabar. From the accouut which
our correspondent sends us of the Conference, which appears
elsewhere, the Conference was sparsely attended, and left
much to be desired in the way of common courtesy to the
President of their own choice and general behaviour. Like
the insect which takes the colour of the leaf on which it sits,
the forward politiciana of thia Conierence bave apparently
absorbed the characteristics of the average Home Ruler,
the conduct of the extremists being otherwise nnaccountable.
(Fustice, May 8, 1918)

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AT THE THIRD
MALABAR DISTRICT CONFERENCE

Parties

It is a happy sign of the times that parties are coming
into existence in the political life of the country.” 8o said
the Hon'ble Mr. Asad Ali Khan Bahadur yesterday in his
presidential address at the Malabar District Conference
which opened yesterday at Tellicherry. The Khn Bahadur's
dictum can surely be accepted as correct. ‘L'here is not
much sign of real political thought when all politicians think
or imagine that they think exactly alike on every subject.
In the earlier days of the National Congressit was a joke
against its meetings that there was never any “ other side”
in the deliberations. There were no debates or discussions ;
for every one came to the Congress apparently prepared
beforehand to plump for every resolution that might be
proposed. We have followed the proceedings of the Annual
Congress for a good many years, and, until the time of
# gplit” some years ago we don’t remember an occasion on
which any resolution was ever opposed or even amended.
Each resolution waa proposed and,seconded and supported
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quite unnecessarily, as there was no sign of its not being
carried and then it was carried unanimously. And finally,
when there was no time for a further parade of tongues, a
whole lot of different resolutions on all sorts of subjects
were conglomerated into what was called an omnibus reso-
lution, and this too was carried as unanimously as the rest.

There was occasion for enemies of the Congress to gibe.
The proceedings suggested that the great majority of the
members had no minds of their own, but were prepared to
swear by whatever their leaders might put forward for their
vows,

Things are very different now. * Parties are coming
into existence,” says the Khan Babadur ; and, as a matter
of fact, they have come into. existence already. This is truly
a sign of truer political life ; but the regrettable side of the
business is the fact that the parties that have come into
being are animated with so many bitter personalities that
political life is spoiled altogether. Political differences are
good, but an accompaniment of personal abuse is deplorable.
India now is so torn by faction that it would be difficult for
the different factions to make common cause on a common
platform for general purposes. One man abuses another
personally, and the conditiops are not for India’s good.—(The
Madyras Times, May 7, 1918).

The Malabar Conference

Elsewhere will be found published copious extracts
from the addresses delivered by Mr. C. K. Rama Varma
Raja and Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, Chairman of the
Reception Committee and President respectively of the Third
Malabar District Conference. The two speeches must have,
no douht, thrown bomb shells into the vast assembly com-
posed mainly of Home Rulers, their friends and silent
supporters. Both the distinguished gentlemen seem to have
eschewed extreme politics which bas fascinated a section of
our countrymen, and declined to shout with those * patriots”
who day in and day out preach such doctrines as Passive
Resistance and organised opposition. Erring on the side of
moderatjon, the two leaders spoke with a full sense of res-
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ponsibility untrammelted by any limitations Imposed by the
* Ptesident of the National Congress " and,her henchmen.
In recent times we have heard of manifestoes and nltimatums
to the Government, but the spirit that has an.mated them is
conspicnous by its absence in -the addresses before us. Mr,
Rama Varma Raja is not an extreme Home Ruler ; he has
realised the difficulties ahead, the seripusness of the situation
in the Empire, and the need for orderly, cautious develop-
ment. In this he is joined forces with by Mr. Asad Ali Khan
who condemns any .demand for . catastrophic changes, any
violent talk or agitation at a time when Englishmen’s thoughts
are centred round the war and war alone. Suspend all
political agitation is his message to the Malaya!ees ; they are
asked to supply men and money forgetting all differences and
the issues between the Government and the people, without
wasting words or time'on fruitless or excited talk. We are
afraid that this straight talk will not commend itself to our
roaring patriots, but we have no doubt, that the President
has but reflected the thoughts of the majority of his country-
men. Mr. Rama Varma Raja too does not mince matters; he
exhorts his countrymen with that earnestness and thorough-
ness characteristic of his puoblic life and activities to revive
their dormant martial spirit, and to rush to the battlefield at
the bidding of Britain to guard her honour and theirs. His
reference to the kaldrs system and the man power of the
district will no doubt stimulate interest in recruiting, Self-
Government looms large in the Raja’s address but his refer-
ences do not carry him without the borders of practical
politics, nor does he indicate that complete autonomy to-
morrow is India’s demand. He supports the Congress-League
scheme, and points out from historical and official records
that when semi-savages like those of the Gilbert Islands, are
fit for self-government, India’s case for that system of
Government is' irresistible and-based on solid foundations.
Mr. Asad Ali Khan joins forces with the Raja and points
out how unreasonable and untenable is the position taken up
by our enemies. Mr. Asad Ali Khan recognises the difficul.
ties, the complexity of the racial problem; and the. diversity.
of the interests bat pleads for a clearer understanding - bet-
ween communities, for the spirit of compromise.and the .
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sacrifice of narrow or sectarian interests at the altar of the
Motherland. Unity has to be found in diversity and he asks
that instead of wasting words over acute controversies the
leaders should set themselves about devising ways and means
of evolving a solid, compact nation. Both the Raja and Mr.
Asad Ali Khan regret the absence 'of organised political work
and of political thinkers. The latter is pronounced in his
views, and takes severely to task the tendency to divorce
practical politics and sane thinking from public life. Without
organised work, guided by sane thinkers there would be no
danger of political visionaries misleading the populace or
cramming into its head fanfastic notions of Government and
freedom. He regrets that although the Conference has
passed into the third year of its existence, it has been barren
of results, that is, practical work, and suggests the co-ordi-
nation of the activities of mofussal political bodies and the
inauguration of weekly lectures, periodical publications and
steady stimulations of the enquiring mind. We are glad that
Mr. Ali Khan has indulged in plain speaking and pointed out
that nothing is gained by an annual * field day” of two days’
duration With regard to Mr. Montagu's visit and his pro-
mised reforms, Mr. Rama Varma Raja reflects the people’s
views and expresses the hope that after all Mr. Montagu’s
efforts would not turn out to be a case of the mountfain in
labour. The expectations created by his speeches and visit
have'to be met to the fullest possible extent, and the Raja
hopes that Mr. Montagu would come out with a scheme that
would satisfy the reasonable aspirations of his countrymen,
Mr. Asad Ali Khan suggests that all agitation should be sns-
pended during the pendency of the war, till after the reform
scheme is published, and in the meantime to conserve power
and to respond cheerfully to the Viceroy’s call. We regret
we have no space to-day to goat length into the two speechea
but we have only to say that even in cold print they are
inspiring and must repay perusal. As we have already said,
the Raja and Mr. Asad Ali Khan have gone to business like
practical politicians, free from emotions and visionary
idealism. They have struck the right note, namely, our duty
to England first and then after discharging this duty to coma

12
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bine and co-operate to bring abont a satisfactory solution ot
the many problems staring us in the face to-day. These are

anxions and troublous times, and we would earnestly com-
mend the two remarkable speeches to the thoughtful attention
of bar-countrymen. The two' gentlemen are to be congratu-
lated on'the moderation of their language. The practical
suggestions Mr, Asad Ali Khan has made ought to get that
attention they deserve, and if our conntrymen act up to them
we havé no fear of their being carried away by the frenzied
outbursts of the extreme’ Home Ruler, and have every hope
of their becoming practical instead of visionary politicians,
(West Coast Spectator, 7th may 1918).

Conference Topics

In catching a Mussalman fot the Presidentship of the
Third Malabar District Conference the local Home Rulers
have caught a veritable Tartar! They ‘might have perhaps
thought the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khay would make a
speech of learned length and thundering sound, hurl thunder
clap after thunder clap or the devoted heads of the gentle-
men constituting the Government or act as the Beasant
gramaphone, the handle being turned from Adyar,

* 1Instead of aspeech drafted in approved Home Rule
style, reared upon the presumption that India is over-ripe for
complete autonomy, we bave a matter of fact, sane and
moderate pronouncement on contemporary political quese
tions clothed in simple, plain language, free from emotions
or frothy verbiage which fascinate the mob. We imagine
that in"going out of the Adyar line, Mir Asad Ali Khan has
given offence to the roaring patriots who c1y blood and
thunder. ' .

Wonder of wonders, Mr. Khan pleads for the suspen-
sion of controversies, even advocates their exclusion from
the Conference and ‘that the thoughts of the people ought
solely to be devoted to the successful prosecution of the
War ! We congratulate the distinguished Khan Bahadur on
his courage in joining issues with the * patriots ” from whom
the fiat has gone forth to agitate and agitate till wounded
majesty ‘was healed, We are syre that the presidential
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address would cause searchings of the heart in Beasdntiné
circles, but they do not dare or disown_ or attack Mr. Ali
Khan, for he is a valuable asset.

Mr. Asad Ali Khan was candid. . Following: as I do, ”
he said, “the radical politicians who presided over the
assembly on the previous occasions, I fear I may not be able
to come up to your high expectations.” He mght not have
satisfied the followers of these two radical politicians, but
every right thinking man must admit that he has discharged
bis duty admirably well and indulged in a little plain speak-
ing that must open the eyes of the Malayalees to their short-
comings and to their duty. He has declined to indulge in
political cant and humbug, and this is all the more the reason
why he should be congratulated. .

Again, says Mr. Ali Khan :—* I submit that we have to
suspend all political propagandism as long as the present
grave crisis lasts, lest our overzealous activities practically
harmless during normal times, should now embarrass the
Government. Like the unseasonal rainfall thatinjures the crop
strong political agitation out of season would considerably
damage a good cause.” We hope this piece of sensible advice
will not be lost on our people, althonugh there are persons
abroad to advocate refined hooliganism and a spirit of silent
bostility.

He spoke the truth when he said that the measure of
our true patriotism would be * tested by the readiness with
which we are prepared to render all possible help to the
empire.” Let us hope that these words have not fallen on
ears deafened by the tremendous noise a microscopic, dis
appointed minority has set up. * I put the question,” .said
Mr. Ali Khan, “what have you done during one year between
the last Conference at Calicut and this-Conference at .Telli-
cherry to translate into actual practice the resolutions passed
at the last Conference with so much earnestness and
enthusiasm.”

Echo answers, what? The President himself gives the
answer,—* Except that you bave formaully communicated
these resolutions to the authoritics concerned, you hav. done
pracically lsttle in the way of orgamsed work., Nor have you
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taken pains to greate, educatc and strengthen public opiniod
in the district.” The “leaders” assembled in the pandal must
have felt small when this straight talk went forth, The
Malayalee,. they say, can talk, bat not act, but is it not time to
live down this reproach ? We are also glad that the Presi.
dent asked our people to cultivate patience, and not cry over
reforms which are yet in the incubation stage.

He says that we should agitate and agitate till we are
heard, only if after publication of the Government scheme we
are not satisfied asto its substantial nature and if the first
stage in the construction of the edifice of Responsible Govern.
ment falls far short of the Congress-League scheme. Then
we shall begin to agitate. ‘ Even though we may not
get as much as our scheme desires to get we shall however
be prepared, to be satisfied if the coming” proposals grant
gome real power over the executive to the peoples’
representatives.” Wise and sensible words these. From
our special correspondent’s report we publish elsewhere,
it will be seen that Mr. Asad Ali Khan’s speech had
to be abruptly terminated owing to constant interruption
and sbouts set up by the small body of irreconcilables who
wield bowever a powerful voice, dissatistied with the Pre.
sident’s counsel of patience and moderation. It is disgraceful
and cannot at all redound to the credit of these men that
such a distinguished leader as Mr. Khan was not allowed to
speak. Such outbursts of undignified and irresponsible par.
tisanship cannot strengthen any cause, and it is deeply to be
regretted that the elderly leaders present did not intervene
and put down the disturbing elements. 1f these people were
bent upon creating disturbances, of course, they should have
been ejected from the pandal. (East Coast Spectator, Tth

May 18)..

The War,and National Unity.

The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur's powefuol
exhortation at the Tellicherry Conference to sink all differ-
ences and to co-operate with the Government in the success
tul prosecution of the war has been received in certain
quartets with feelings of distrust. We have already made
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it clear that whatever our differences with the bureaucrats
we have reached a stage in our political life when it is absol-
utely necessary that we should combine to avert a disaster
that is fast approaching our gates. We propose in this
article to show how the nations directly participating in the
war have settled domestic quarrels for the time being to
attack the common foe, and have put themselves to sacrifices
to conserve their energy. We hope that the examples of
these nations will be calmly pondered over by our people
and they would act in such a manner as would bring forth
their full energies, Indeed these are days when a little
clear political thinking will do much good and Mr. Asad Ali
Khan was perfectly right when he demanded that there
should arise a new school of political thinkers to replace the
demagogues who are taking the country to undesirable ways.
(Wesl Coast Speclator, 9ih 1918).

Topios of the times

Our representative who has just returned from Telli.
cherty says that the Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan’s presiden-
tial address has commended itself very favourably to the ma-
jority of the delegates. Dissatisfaction at the President's
stout refusal to endorse the Home. Rulers’ extreme propa-
ganda especially at this time is confined to a microscopic
minority, which has however been unable, to influence the
majority. This is evident that in spite of the loud noise set
up by the few, the cause of the moderate still holds fast in’
Malabar, .

We have heard nothing of the Conference having decided
to take up propagandist work as snggested by the President.
We need hardly say that the dissemination of sound aad
correct political knowledge is a desideratum in Malabat
where public opinion is yet in the nebulons state.- We have
always held that without this requisite it is foolish to expect
any enthusiasm for polilics in Malabar. We de not know if
Mr. Asad Ali Khan’s candid reproof will have any effect on
the Malyalees if the Congress Committees and Home Rule-
Leagues would profit by the lecture so forcibly delivered by

the distinguished President.
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Our representative says that when the President suggest-
ed the desirability of stopping all political agitation there were
shouts of disapproval set up by a few school boys and extre.
mists hailing from South Malabar. We are not sorprised
that there were such shouts of disapproval; for we know we
have in our midst a company of irreconcilables who will not
be content unless the Government of the country 13 handed
over to the Adyar party. We are glad that no responsible
or elderly politician in the pavilion shouted with the. mob,
although. they cannot be absolved from blame for the inter-
ruptions.

The disgraceful exhibition of temper and impatience
of criticism which the irreconcilables showed, make it
clear that self-respecting and honest politicians can have
nothing to do with them, Mr. Asad Ali Khan was the
guest of the Malayalees; he came invited and gave out his
honest opinions which are entitled to respectful attention.
But the irreconcilables cast all rules of hospitality to the
winds, were so rowdy that the President had to leave a por-
tion of his speech .undelivered. These Home Rule Extres
mists charge bureaucrats with impatience ‘of criticism, but
they have made it very clear that they. themselves cannot
tolerate honest differences of opinion.

We hope that.the Extremist Home Rulers have realised
the maguitude of. the insult offered to the respected and
gdistinguished President whose views on current” politics are
so well-known. Knowing his views they ought not to have
invited him and having invited him, it was their duty to have
given him a respectful hearing. But for theit mad act of
hooliganism and irresponsible rowdyism, the Extremists are
alienating moderates and self-reSpecting politicians, and we
put it to them if it is politic to do so. It is to.be regretted
that there is none to check these irresponsible young men
who aré yet to learn the virtue of toleration and compromise
in politics. )

They are not prepared to- suspend political -agitation
during- the pendancy of the war; they are not prepared to
find recruits, which is'evident from the shouts of disapproval
that greeted the President when be referred ‘to Mr. Gillman's
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statement about recruitment in ‘Malabar and they want to
embarrass the Government to the extreme end. They are of
course welcome to hold these views but when they attempt
to thrust them on others or to mob those who hold opposite
views, we have to draw the line and to assert emphatically
that we can have and will have nothing to do with such
Bolsheviks. The young men who shout down speakers and
express outrageous views are innocent; they are mere tools in
the hands of the crafty and they are misled. A terrible
responsibility, therefore, rests with those who make use of
them (West Coast Specialor, 195 May 1918.)

Propaganda

" The Hon. Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur,. in his address
as President of the Malabar District Conference, held at
Tellicherry, yesterday, seems to be of two minds. First,
ignoring the fact thar the Delhi War Conference left politicat
propaganda untouched, he gratuitously declared that * we
have to suspend all political propagandism as long as the
present grave crisis lasts.” But in the course of his address,
be discussed the * Coming Reforms,” and stated that *if
the first stage in the construction of the edifice of Respon-
sible Government falls far short of the Congress-League
Scheme, then we shall begin to agitate, and agitate in a con-
stitutional manner, and continue to agitate till vicory crowns
our efforts.” That is spoken as a good Congressman, but we
find it difficult to reconcile it with the first quotation given
above. The Reforms are to be published, it is said, within
some two months, and the * present grave crisis” will ooly
be graver two months hence. It is surely obvious that the
publication of the Reforms will invole discussion, nay, will
necessitate it. '

To accept the Hon'ble Mir. Asad Ali Khan'’s proposal
would be the more unwise in that the Government has not
accepted the bargain offered to it by the European com-
munity here--though the British race does not bargain--to cease
agitation if the Reforms were put off to the end of the War.
Mr. Welby, in fact, is the prince of bargainers, only unfortu-
pately he drives such a bard bargain that the customer ap-
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proiched never accepts it. The European community will
carty on its propaganda here and in England, while we can
only carry on ours here. Under these circumstances we cannot
dccept the Hon.« Mir Asad Ali’s proposal. In a correct copy
of the Address received after the above was in print,
the words first quoted are changed as follows :—* We have
to’'suspend all violent political propagandism, lest our over.
dealous activities ”’ elc. (New India, May 1918.)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mir Asad
Ali Khan's Speach

{Appeared in the Fustice)

Sir,~I commend the Presidential speech of the Malabar
District Conference delivered by the Hon’ble Khan Babadar
Mir Asad Ali Kban Bahadur to the consideration of the
hot-headed firebrands and the Home Rule agitators. It is a
well-considered one, pregnant with broad views and remark-
able for its moderation. It is full of common sense. Itis a
comprehensive one, full of advice and thought. He has his
misgivings about the future of the Indian National Congress,
and he is not for immediate Self-government and I conclude
this brief notice by quoting his own words. * Changes there
must be, but sudden, revolutionary and catastrophic changes
are more likely to injure than promote our best interests, and
more likely to retard than accelerate our political progresa”
Truly and well said. We want leaders of the type of Mr.
Asad’Ali Khan.

Madura, 9th May 1918. (Sd.) P. R. VENRATESALU NaIpu.

. Hon'ble Mir Asad All Khan’s Yiews

Presiding over the Malabar District Conference, Hon’ble
Khan Babadur Mir Asad Ali Kban delivered a speech which,
for moderation and a precise statement of facts, may be taken
ag-a model. We cannot resist the temptation of comparing
the recent outburst of the Hon’ble Mr. Yakub Hussain with
the Khan Bahadur, the President of the Moslem League in
Madras: He is no extreme politician who would have Self-
fovernment to-morrow, and although his association with
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the Moslem League, with its present traditions, is likely to
give his views an extreme tinge, his address is remarkable
for its moderation and sound common sense. He takes a
broad view of events ; and although a Muhammadan, he is an
Indian first and foremost. Speaking of the national problem
for India, he said : ! Whatever ideals of nationality the earlier
political workers in India had, the future of India, it seems to
me, should belong to no particular nationality or religious
community but to all the nationalities and religious com-
munities who inhabit the country. The future of India be-
longs to the Hindus, the Mussalmans, the Buddhists, the Par-
sees and the Christians (including Anglo-Indians). The very
nation-idea, the very conception of nationality in a modern
sense, we must confess with gratitude, is due to British
influence and the presence of British rule in our midst.

Political dreamers and fire brands would find it rather
inconvenient that the Khan Bahadur whose acceptance of the
Congress-League Scheme has made them claim him as their
man and as a partisan of all their break neck proposals, should
have made it plain that with him progress meant some-
thing quite different from the reeling rush of some for-
ward men. He did not hesitate to speak out ; and for a
member of a princely family and for one who has a stake
in the land this courageous course was certainly commendable.
He said : * Itis apparent even to a casual observer that as
far as one’s imagination gogs, Indians of all creeds and castes
can hardly ever be united to form a single nation. For acute
religious and social differences exist-among the Hindus who
form the vast majority of the Indian population. To hope,
therefore, that these differences would vanish within a short
time before the rising sun of political freedom is a highly
debatable assumption. A federal nationality is only possible
of achievement under a strong central authority and
progressively liberal administration, capable of holding the
scales even between class and class, community and com-
munity, and man and man. Such an authority we find in the.
British Government, the greatest World-Power to-day te
which we are proud to belong. Under Great Britain
whose progressive constitution guarantees freedom to -weak

13
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or oppressed nationalities, let us hope to evolve an Indian
nationality on a federal basis ontil such time as it may please
the infinitely merciful Almighty to unite us all into one
nation, and make Indians a great people on earth.”

We welcome from a Moslem leader of the League’s poli-
tical creed the exceedingly wise statement thatthe Indian
National Congress should maintain a high ideal. To quote
him : *“What the future of the Congress will te [ do not
venture to predict. But it seems to me that the Congress of
Naorojis and Bonerjees, Humes and Wedderburns, Mehtas
and Gokhales, true to its past traditions, onght to continue to
represent healthy and progressive liberalism. Changes there
must be, but sudden, revolutionary and catastrophic changes
are more likely to injure than promote our best interests, and
more likely to retard than accelerate our political progress.

Though, as a President of a District Conference, the Khan
Bahadur was speaking as an Indian and not as a Mussal-
man, he could not help touching on the problem that affects
the community. We are all familiar with the views of the
Khan Babadur on communal representation; and in these
days of Brahmin-Non-Brahmin controversy, it was well that
be expressed bimself thus: “Religion being the backbone of
the oriental peoples, communal representation on a broad re-
ligious basis is not only permissible but necessary. But
communal representation within each religious community
is one of doubtful wisdom. Nevertheless, the fact has
to be faced that politicial rights and privileges are at
present monopolised by one or two sections or classes in
each community to the detriment of the remaining numerous
classes who far outnumber in wealth, rank and position the
few privileged classes, It is to guard against this danger of
political power eventually passing into the hands of a nar-
row-minded and selfish oligarchy that important communities,
with a heavy stake in the country demand communal repre-
sentation. Extremely difficult as the solution of the com.
munal problem within the Hindu community is, a way has
still to be found for prevehting the undue predominance of
any one class or section in the councils of the’Empire.”

“Moslem backwardness in education seldom came into more
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prominence than when figures were quoted in connection.
with an educationally forward district as Malabar, Of all
reforms education forms the basis, and without education,
no community can ever hope to progress. We find that
Malagbar has shown great educational progress compared
with the Presidency averages of about 7 per cent. literate and
7 per 1000 literate in English, Malabar’s averages are 11 per
cent. and 7 per 1000 respectively. Among the Hindus, the
Presidency averages are 7 per cent. literate and 5 per 1000
literate in English. Among the Mussalmans, they area
little more than 8 per cent. literate ang 5 per 1000 literate
in English. Among the Christian population of the Presiden-
cy which includes Aunglo-Indians they are about 16} per cent,
literate and about 53 per cent. literate in English. In Mala-
bar, the literates amongst the Hindu, Moslem and Christian
communities form 13 per cent., 6 per cent.. and 82 per cent.,
respectively, and the literates in English among these are 7
per 1000, barely 1 per 1000, and 10 per cent. respectively.
“While the Hindu and Christian averages of the 'district
have risen far above, the Mussalman averages' for Malabar
have fallen far below the Presidency averages. While it is
true that my co-religionists in your district have taken
largely to industrial pursuits, they need to exert themselves
in the direction of education. Considering the state of literacy
ameng the Moslem population, 1 am not surprised at the
smaliress of the number of the Moslem delegates here to-day.
I would therefore appeal to my Mappilla co religionists to
bestir themselves and found educational institutions for the
beneht of their little ones.”

Upon the question of Hindu-Moslem riots which, with a
people as excitable as the Mappillas, is a very important
question, the Khan Bahadur had an appeal to address to his
co-religionists: *I would appeal to my co-religionists in your
district, a somewhat easily excitable material, to exercise self-
restraint, and help to prevent in future a recurrence of such
ariot The Hindus and Mussalmans in Southern India
move in more friendly terms than in Northern India is an
admutted fact. Notwithstanding the unworthy attempts of
interested parties to create ill-will between these two great
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cOmmunities, I believe, I am right in saying that happy
relations between them continue to remain. While each
community has its peculiarities and differences within the
community, they bave common political interests, Mutual
sympathy and mnnderstanding will undoubtedly promote
greater unity between them.” (4l Islam, May 8, 1918.)

Political Notes

In his presidential address at the Malabar Conference, the
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mir Asad Ali spoke as follows: “Since
the Viceroyalty of Lord”Curzon, oane of the few really brilliant
Viceroys that ever came to India, the Executive has consi-
derably strengthened its hands by passing a series of acts,
popularly known as repressive legislation, such as the
Official Secrets Act, the Seditious Meetings Act, the News-
‘paper Incitement to .Crimes Act, the Press Act and the
Criminal Conspiracies Act. Excellent as these acts may be
to meet emergent circumstances, their continuity even in
normal times has tended to stifle public opinion, repress
national ambition, suppress political activity and discourage
independence of action. In fact, they have worked so subtly
as to lead to the disappearance of a healthy public life in
the country. With all its vast powers the bureaucracy
practically controls all public life and all public movements
through the never-failing agency of the political branch of
the ever present C. I. D. Further, its present policy seems
to be Concession and Coercion, by no means a healthy or even
desirable combination. Instead it ought to pursue a policy
of Concession and Conaliation, a very happy combination tbat
cannot fail to win the peoples’ loyal co-operation in the
administration of the country.

. . » ® »

In another place, he said : :‘Self-determination and self-
expression are not empty words in the political vocabolary
of our rulers. They are not less so in the vocabulary of
Indians, their worthy disciples. They are pregnant with
deep meaning and are realisable ideals, It is no longer the
self-determination or self-expression of a particular race or
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community but of United India, Though diverse are the
forms in which that self-determination. has expressed itself,
there is running through them all a unity, and the underlying
unity is but the same, It is freedom, self-controfled freedom,
the goal of our folitical ambition. Towards the gradual
and steady attainment of that freedom, Hindus and Mussal-
mans, together with other communities have to march band
in hand with each other under the liberalising and progressive
influences of self-governing institutions.”

. * » » » -

In our leading article we have shown how, with some of
the points that the Khan Bahadur has touched and some of
the views that he has expressed, we are in entire agreement
(Al Islam, May 8, 1918).

An Insult to a Moslem Leader

No Muhammadan who takes any interest in public affairs
can read the extracts that we publish elsewhere under the
above heading in another page. ‘The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali
Khan is a most respected Jeader, but because he would not
vomit fire and blood to the liking of the Home Rulers who
had invited him to preside over the Conference at Telli-
cherry, he was subjected fo what can be described only as
an insult. Of course, we know that there are public men
and women too—and public organs who would applaud the
action of those who interrupt a chairman or a president and
make it impossible for him to continue. This is called
patriotism in some quarters; in other quarters it is described
as the right spirit which would fit India for Self-Government.
What with Mr. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty’s excursion into
politics and minority representation and labourers’ griev-
ances and Mr, Cunnan Chetty’s oratorical outburst into high
democracy, the patriotic press has had not space to review at
length the remarkable utterance of the moderate leader of
the Madras Muslim League. The truth is, the Hon’ble
Member has disappointed the expectation of the Congress
Leaguers in Home Rule garb and we would not be surpris-
ed if he was repudiated by those who find in the British and
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in the German two foreign nations in both of whom they are
not interested. What we .wish to protest against is the
utter demoralisation to which public life has been reduced.
Honoured leaders are not respected, and if a President
would dare talk common sense, he would be hooted. We
look npon this spirit with a great deal of alarm, and hope
that every one interested in the welfare of the country will
nip it in the bud, while respected leaders are held up to
ridicule the moment they would advocate moderation. Even
Mrs. Beasant is about to be dethroned, new leaders are being
manufactared with striking rapidity. (42 Islam, May 15,
1918). '

Let us Prove our worth

Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan of Banganapalli who is doiug
very useful work as a Muhammadan representative in
the Viceroy’s Legislative Council has said some pert things
as President of the Malabar District Conference <which need
reproduction here. He said the time had come for Indians of
all shades of public opinion to sink differences in the face of
a great common danger that scemed to threaten the very
existence of the empire. * Unite together your mental and
moral forces fo combat the foe and renew your efforts to
help and promote the Allies’ cause of human freedom. The
time has come for all dutiful Indiais to demonstrate their
staunch and steadfast loyalty to the British throne by deeds
rather than by words.”

Referring to man-power, he said, the question should be
solved in a manner worthy of the reputation of the district.
Now we endorse every word in this. If we are to win con-
cessions, let us prove ourselves worthy of them. As Sir
Michael O’Dwyer correctly said the present situation is the
test of our loyalty and devotion and will show our fitness or
unfitness for the work of Self-Government. If we will bear
our part honourably and sincerely, as an integral part of the
British Empire, we will surely get our reward. If we fail, we
fail for ever. It is honest truth and the ** Chronicle” is not
justified in calling names to Sir Michael for uttering this truth.
Let us prove our worth. (The Bombay Mail).
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Hon. Mir Asad Ali Khan at Tellicherry :
Moslem Depu‘ations

Tellicherry, May 6.—In point of political, social and
religious associations Malabar is not in any way behind the
metropolis or sister districts in this presidency. Taking
advantage of the happy opportuaity of the visit of the Vice-
President of the South India Mubammadan Educational
Association, the Muslim leaders in the town of Tellicherry
organised deputations of three important bodies, (1) of Telli-
cherry Branch of the All India Muslim League (2) the
Anwarul-Tslam Sabha and (3) Imdadul Sabha to represent to
him the grievances under which they were labouring and
calling upon him to use his influence with the powers that-be
in the Imperial Legislative Council to bring about an amelio-
ration of their condition. The one thing common to all the
three addresses was the want of proper educational facilities.
The first and the most important function took place in the
historic bungalow known as Thulsa Seth bungalow in the
heart of Tellicherry town where the elite of the town had
assembled to accord a right royal welcome to the President
elect.

Muslim League

The welcome address which was beautifully printed on
white satin silk and enclosed in a beautifully carved buffalo
horn, ebony coloured frame. was in exhibition on a table in
the spacious hall of the bungalow and was much admired.

In reply to the address the Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan
Bahadur said he could hardly triok of a United India with-
out Musalmans. The Musalmans no less than Hindus contri-
buted towards the making of a united political ambition.

After the President’s speech the young boys of Madrasa
Jusufia sang beaut:ful national songs in the -Arabic language
and after the distribution of flowers and light refreshments
the guests dispersed. The function was a great success.

Before the assembly broke, Mr. K. S, Menon, Bar-at-Law,
addressed a few words, in the course of which be thanked
the Musalman Community of Tellicherry on behalf of his
Hindu brothers for having invited them to that function, thps
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giving them a chance to co-operate with them in their efforts
to ameliorate their condition and to mingle with them freely.
He wished the league every success that it richly deserved.
(Cheers).

Messrs. Issack Bros., Bankers and Merchants, Tellicherry,
gave a sumptuovs dinner to the principal guests and to the
President elect. Invitations to it had been sent on a lavish
scale to the far off Andras. A letter expressing regret at the
inability to attend the functions was received from
Kuddus Badsha Sahib Khan Bahadur, two telegrams from
Colombo from l:ading Tellicherry merchants there and one
from Sultan Mol amed Ali, Raja of Cannanore, were received,
but all of them breathed a sentiment of success to the Telli-
cherry function.

Knwarul Islam Sabha

In the afternoon the President elect was taken in proces-
sion accompanis d by music to a neat little building in the
heart of the town where the members of the Anwarul Islam
Sabha presented him with a welcome address. The address
was read by Mr V. C, Kunhi Nair, ex-Dewan to the Ali Raja
of Cannarnore and Mr. H. A. Essak Sait presented the guest
with_a miniature silver sword as a memento of his visit to
that body. A religious hymn was also sung.

Imdadul Sabha

The last function of a strenuous day of deputation came
off at 8 o’clack where again the local Mussaimans of light
and leading at Tellicherry had assembled at Imdadul (Sabha.
The proceedings took place in the hall of a mercantile firm
in the heart of the town. The guests as they. arrived were
received by the Sabha and conducted to seats arranged on
the floor where they sat in « truly oriental fashion on dhurries
spread on the ground and the guests sat_ squattmg Punctu-
ally at the appoinfed hour the guest of the evening arrived
escorted by the choristers of Moslem youths who chanted
some elegant and beautiful Arabic ditties, with skill and
dexterity. The song was much appreciated by those assemb-
led. The guest was conducted under a floral pandal upstairs
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{n the hall and was presented with an address of welcome
enclosed in a beautiful metallic casket which was neatly
executed by local craftsmen, It was a neat little box of oblong,
shape worked on springs which soon exposed to view a
telescope in which was enclosed a beautifully prmted satin
silver parchment address.

The guests then dispersed. The thoroughfares were,
beautifully lit and the arrangements made throughout the day
at different functions were quite good and the whole day
passed off without a hitch. It must be mentioned that before.
the guests dispersed at Anwarul Islam Sabha, an excellent
group photo was taken with the Hon'ble Mir Asad_ Ali. Khan:

Bahadur in their midst. (By wire. The Indian Palriol; May 8,
1918),

The Searchlight
Malabar Moslems

The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan’s visit to Tellicherry
was the occasion for Malabar Moslems to pay their dutiful
respects to ap enlightened Muhammadan leader. Mir Asad
Ali Khan has been prominently before the public for many
years, and his co-religionists throughout the Presidency res-
pect and revere him. As a representative of the Muhammadan
interests in the Imperial Legislative Council, he has espoused
the interests of the Muhammadans always and has shown con-
siderable interest in their welfare. The Tellicherry Moslem
League lost no time in drafting an address of welcome to
Mir Asad Ali Kban which referred to several important
matters concerning the Mappillas of Malabar, The address
also referred to the aspirations of United India on which the
Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan addressed the following wise
words :— I can hardly think of a United India without
Mussalmans. Mussalmans no less than Hindus, contribute
towards the making of a United India, the dream of our
political ambition. It has to be borne in mind that the
politics of United India is virtually the politics of all classes
and communities inhabiting this great land. Except ina
very narrow sense there is no Moslem politics apart from
Indian National politics.”

14
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Moslem Education

The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali recognises that first and fore-
most their attention must be directed to education. His
appeal is for liberal education inspired and guided by high
Islamic ideals, and hé points out that, * when once this sys-
tem of education is begun for the benefit of ‘Moslem youths
from the primary stage to the collegiate standard in special
Moslem institutions, largely supported by private philanthropy
the pace of Moslem progress will be quoickened, and the
Moslem cominunity even more ieadily co-operate with the
sister communities in their efforts to realise Responsible
Govérnment in India as early as possible.”

And his call to Malabar to wake up and set ta work is
worthy of the noble cause he has been advocating. He
says :—** Malabar with nearly 4 million Moslem inbabitants
should have a Moslem College, owned and manned by
Mussalmans themselves. You need therefore ta concentrate
atonce all your attention on Moslem education, how best it can
be promoted.” We realise that the Mappillasof Malabat
need considerable encouragement and we trust that the
Muhammadan leaders will realise the backward condition of
the Malabar Moslems in point of education and do all- they
can to promote and encourage education among them. Mir
Asad Ali Khan’s advice, we hope, will not fail to produce the
desired resuit

: Their political Fulure

We realise keenly the force of Mir Asad Ali Khan'’s
arguments regarding the palitical future of the Muhamma.
dans. His observation that * the steps we purpose to take
and the pace at which we ought to proceed in order to
ensure our syccess will largely determine our fitness for
larger political privileges and. the eventual enjoyment of
Responsible Government under the aegis of Great Britain,”
shows considerable political acumen and foresight. He ap-
peals {o his co-religionists to stand by the. All-India Moslem
League which stands “ for progressive liberalism.” Every
other Moslem League in the District, he says, must form part of
the All-India Mostem League and work in conjunctiou with
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it. Differances should vanish ; peace and amity should reign.
We have often had opportunity to speak of rapprochement
between Mussalmans and Hindus, and we are glad to see
that Mr. Asad Ali Khan's views are well thought out and are
‘the result of experience and wisdom. We cannot but quote
his words. He says : * Want of understandmg in the absence
of sympathy is indeed a stumbling block in the way of rappro-
chement between Mussalmans and Hindus. Like the two
cyes equally necessary and equally important to the human
body the Mussalmans and the Hindus, the two great com-
‘muonities in India, are equally essential to our body politic.
Hence the advancement ofIndia virtually means the advance-
ment of each Indian community. Let us therefore march
*hand in hand with each other and under the British flag
which stands for justice and honor ever onward and onward .
until we reach successfully the goal ot India's national ambi.
tion.” (The Indian Palriol, May 8, 1918.)

An appeal

'he Hon’ble Mr. Mir Asad Ali has issued an appeal to
Mahummadans to respond to the Empire’s call. Itisa gold.
en opportunity, he says, for Muhammadans to prove their
manliness and their valour in devotion to duty. ‘1 appeal”
he says, * to my Moslem brethren to arm themselves under
the British flag for preventing the approach of the enemy
“within ovr borders and restoring peace through war, if ever
the peace of India is seriously threatened.” Meetings, he
says, should at once be organised throughont the Presidency
and the recruitment of Mubammadans begun. (The Madras
Times, May 17, 1918)

Recruitment

The Hon. Mir Asad Ali Khae has been following up his
speech at the Tellicherry Conference with some timely ap-
peals to his countrymen to aid recruitment and to encourage
Government loans. We publish elsewhere one of the appeals
and we have every hope that the appeal will go deep into
the very heart of the community. (4l Islam, 26tk May 1918),
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War loan

The Express of Bankipur writes as follows :—

“In view of the fact that Islam prohibits Mussalmans from
taking interest on loans we are glad to note thata Muham.
madan leader. 'of Madras, Mr. Asad Ali, Khan, has issued 2n
appeal to his co-rehgmmsts not only to subscribe liberally to
help’ the Government at this critical period, but .to waive
‘thenr rights to any interest on their loans or give away the
interest on charity to any war fund. No attitude can be
nobler than this and it is boped that the Muhammadan million-
aires will not fail to rise equal to the occasion and make the
sacrifice thaf i§ demanded of them for their king and coun-
try.” (41 Islam,_ May 29, 1918.) -

Non-Oficial War Appeals
The Hon. Mir Asad"Ali Khan has™ issued an appeal to the
Muhammadans to respond to the Empire’s call. It is a golden
opportunity, he says, for’ Muhammadans to prove their man-
liness and their valour. Meetings should at once be organis-
ed throughoutthe Presidenk:y: (The Pioncer, May 19, 1918.)

Subscription to' the watr loan

A cotrespondent writes:—" Apropos the very patriotic
proposal of the Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan, that Mubamma-
dans should liberally subscribe to the war loan and can mark
the interest for charitable purposes, may I point out that this
lacks the business element ? European firms who subscribe
borrow from bank or financial agents on interest and
pay back the interest they get—they simply take the money
by the right hand and give it by the left. But Muhammadans
cannot do so, and hence all the trouble.” (4l Islam, Fune b,
1918.)

, A War Pamphlet
The Hon'ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, the repre.
sentative of Moslem interests in the Imperial Council has
published in pamphlet form some of his articles and speeches
on the war, under the heading * A war pamphlet .” Weare
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sure that the sentiments to which he has given expression
will be shared by the majority of the Mosiem community.

* * * » »

In his foreword to his co-religionists, he says:—"You are
probably aware of the gravity of the present military situation
and of the proceedings.of the recent War Conference at
Delbi. As your representative in the Imperial Legislative
Council, I attended the Delhi Conference. I have since been
endeavouring to impress upon my community the necessity
for vigorous efforts to aid the Empire in this crisis. In this
little pamphlet I have gathered together all my letters to the
press on the subject, together with an extract from my Presi-
dential Address to the Third Malabar District Conference. A
perusal of my writings on war service cannot fail to rouse
your enthusiasm, and stimulate your interest in the loyal
defence of the Empire. If this pamphlet be the means of
some organised effort by Mussalmans at different centres to
enlist recruits to the army and ihe Indian Defence Force, and
promote the Second War Loan among them it would have
served its purpose, and I would have done part of my duty
as a loyal and faithful citizen of the Empire.”



APPERDIX A

mitdemdabe

The Malabar Distriot conferenoo
Tlurd Smml

Tellicherry, St May 1918.—Thé Hon’ble Mr.- Asad Ali
‘Khan,the President-elect of the' Third Malabar District Confer.
‘ence, arrived here the day before yesterday. On his way, he
‘was given @ hearty reception at the Mah¢ station by some of
his co-religionists. At the local station the arrangements
made by the Reception Committee left nothing to be desired.
He was received o the platform by the Elaya Rajah of
iChirakkal and somit other gentlemen and taken in a grand
procession headed- by three caparisoned elephants, accom-
panied by Panchavadam, through some of the principal streets
‘which bad been tastefully decorated for the -occasion. Wel-
come arches were to be crossed here and there, and the
community which exhibited -more enthusiasm than others
was his own. The President is the guestof Messrs. Issack
Bros., the wealthjest family in North and South Malabar.

Opening Day

Tellicherry, May 6th.—The Third Malabar District Con-
ference opened this forenoon in a spacious and well decorated
pandal at Tiruvangad, a healthy suburb of Tellicherry. Both
in point of attendance of delegates and visitors, the Confer-
ence can be pronounced as a success. Three hundred and
twenty delegates attended the Conference snd nearly four
hundred visitors were present. Besides these there was a
large concourse of Inhabitants of the city anxiously watching
the proceedings from outside. Punctoally at 12 noon Rama
Varma Valia Raja of Chirakkal in his capacity as Chairman ol
the Reteption Committee scouted by a band of young volun-
teers, entered the Pandal and was escorted to his seat on the
‘dais’. A few minutes later the President-elect accompanied by
the prominent members of the Reception Committee and
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escorted by a full complement of volunteers entered the pandal
to the tune or shouts of * Vande Mataram”. There was alsoa
good sprinkling of Indian ladies among the audience.

Rama Varma Valia Rajah of Chirakkal then delivered an
mterestmé a&dress.

Mr. Kunhi Raman Menon, M.A, BL., at the request of
the President, translated the salient pomts in the address for
the educahon of those who were innocent of the Enghsh
language ampng those present in the audience.

Mr. C. S. Menon, Bar-at-Law, then read letters and tele'
grams of sympathy from Dewan Bahadur C. Karunakara
Menon, Editor of the # Indjan Patriol,” Madras, and wisbing
the Conference every success. Similar communications
were read out from Md. Khuddus Batcha Saheb Kban
Bahadur, Madras, Vengayil Cunhi Krishna Nayanar, Sultan
Ali Rajah of Cannanore and others.

The Junior Raja of Kadathnad said that it was only after
coming to tire Conference pandal that he was asked to move
thelproposition of the election of the President. Afterlistening
to the excellent addresses just read out which were in themse}-
ves learned and able and exhaustive, it would be folly on his
part to try and imitate them. He would then simply propose
that Nawab Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur go take the chair.

Mr. H, A. H, Essack Sait said:—1 heartily second the
motion.

Mr. K. S. Menon (Bar,-at-Law) in supporting the motion
said that he had been asked by the Reception Committee of
the Conference to support the motion, Those who had been
following the proceedings of the Imperial Legislative Coun-
cil and to those who have been watching the political develop-
ments in their own province, their President-elect could
not be an unfamiliar figure. He was a staunch friend and
ardent supporter of the Moslems as wellasthe Hindus. As
a scion of the ancient and noble family of rulers of the State
of Banganapalli, with, considerable experience of adminis-
tration and legislation in the Province, with a thorough know-
ledge of the difficulties of the rulers and the ruled respectively
whose motto in politics as had been hinted by the Chairman
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of the Reception Committee ‘in the concluding portion of hie
address, as to his progressive liberalisme and whose work in
the Legislative Council for twa consecutive terms require no
words from me to commend to your acceptance, Thelr choice
could never have fallen on a betfer man than the Hon'ble
Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahaduf, (Cheers.) About his work in
the Imperial Leglslatwe Council and.about big deep interest
in the matter of Elementary and Free Primary Education
and in the progress of the Auyurvedic and Unani systems of
medicine, which he had been good enough to publish year
after year would give them a very good idea of himsell. In
¢onclusion he would only add that he would not come bet,
ween them and the President-elect by detaining thent with a
long speech of 'his but would conclude by wishing every
success to that session, (Cheers.)

Mr. M. Nambiar translated and gave a resume of thesg
speeches in Malayalam

The Presidential Address

The President-elect who rose amidst deafening cheers,
delivered the address. (Indian Palriot, 6lh May, 1918.)



APPENDIX B

Report of the Committes of non-officials appointed by a
Resolution of the Imperial Leglslative Council
on the Tth September 1918.

We, the undersigned non-official members of the Imperial
Legislative Council, beg to report as follows :—.

On the 7th September, the Imperial Legislative Council on
the motion of Babu Surendranath Banerjee resolved by a
majority of 46 to 2 . “This Council thanks His Excellency
the Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India for the re-
form proposals and recognises them as a genuine effort and
a definite’ advance towards the progressive realisation
of Responsible Government in India ;” and it resolved
further by a majority of 48 to 2:, **This Council recommends
to the Governor-General in Council that a Committee consist-
ing of all the non official members of this Council to be ap-
pointed to consider the Reform report and make recommen-
dations to the Government of India.”

In accordance with the above resolution, the committee of
non-official members met five times on the following dates: -
the 12ih, 14th, 16th, 20th and 2ist September. The largest
number of members present on any day was 24 ; the smallest
number present on any day was 19. The names of the
members who were present at any meeting are given in
Appendix B-1.

The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banérjee was elected
Chairman of the Committee' and the Hon’ble Mr. V. S, Sree-
mivesa Sastri Secretary.

The Hon'ble Messrs. Hogg and Ironside intimated at the
earliest stage of our deliberations that as they were not going
to sign the report they would not vote on .any questlons
considered by the Committee but would take part in the
- @iscussions. -
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We considered that the most convenient procedure would
Pe ta deal with the recommendations of the Reform Report
in the order of the summary given in Appendix B-l. The
numbering below follows the numbering in that Appendix
and the headings are also taken therefrom.

Parliament and the India Ofice
1to8, Ag}eed
4. Apgreed, subject as regards the Council of Indi; to
the following :—
(1) Itshould be purely advisory §
(2) The total strength should not exceed eight ;
" (3) Half the members stiould be Indians, and ;
(4): The Indian members should ba elected by
the non-official members of the Council
of State and the Legislative’ Assembly,

The Government of [ndip
5. This is subject to qualifications mentioned below In
this report.
6, There should be no Privy Council for India as re-
commended.

The Executive
.7.” One-half of the members of the Execcutive Govern.
ment, including Ministers to be men;ion’ed belovy,
_ should be Indians.
8 and 9. Agreed.
The Legislature
10and 11, Agreed, subject to the following t==
{1} The Landholders’ interest should be re-
presented in the Council of State by six
members, including the two provided for
) in the report ;
-(2) Thelife of each Council of State should
_ be three years ; and
(3) The question of the regulations as to- the
qualifications for the membership of thg
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Countil of State should be reterred to the
Franchise Committee mentioned in re-
commendation 54.

12. Agreed, subject to the following :—

(1) The proportion of Muhammadan represen-
tatives in the Legislative Assembly should
be regulated in accordance with the pro-
visions of the resolution of the Indian
National Congress on Self-Government
adopted at Lucknow in December 1916
and reprinted in Appendix B-II.

(2) The President of the Assembly should be
elected by itself.

18 Agreed.

14. Agreed, with the addition : ** but he should order a
re-election and summon,the new Houses within
four months from the date of dissolution.’

15. Agreed, with the following modification:~

(1) The principle of Responsible Government
should be introduced into the Govern-
ment of India and certain subjects trans-
ferred to the control of the Legislature
with Ministers in charge thereof as in the
case of Provincial Governments ; (The
Hon'’ble Sardar Sundar Singh voted
against this modification and the Hon’ble
Mian Muhammad Shafi refrained from
voting);

(2) The procedure of certification mentioned
in 15 A and B should be applied to the
following subjects only:—the Army,
Navy, relations with Ruling Princes and
matters directly affecting the public peace,
tranquillity and defence of the country ;

{8) Tte following should be added at the -end
of 15 A;* provided that any emergency
theasures so passed should not remain
tn fotLe tor mote than a ycur“'
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16 t0 22. Agreed.

The two fallowing resolations were adopted as bearing
on this head but do not relate to any specific recommenda-
tions in the report:-~

28,

24

25,

26,

‘27\

(1} -Saving such equal and-equitable imperial
obligations as may .be agreed upon as
resting on all partsof the Empire, the
Government of India, acting under the
control of the Indian Legislature, should
enjoy the same power of regulating the
fiscal policy of India as tbe Govern-
ments of the Self Governing Dominions
enjoy of regulating their fscal policies.

(2) The budget of the Government .of ,India
should be placed before the Indian
‘Legislature and the procedure - 'with' re-
gard to the resolutions of that body
affecting the transferred subject should
be the same as is prescribed in the case
of non-certified bills, _

The Proyinces

Ajreed, subject to' the following:— Whenever the
Government of India exercise the over-riding
‘power of legislation mentioned in para. 212 of the
‘Feport in. iespect of ftransferred subjects, they
should adept the ordinary procedure and not the
procedure-by certitication.

Agreed,

Provincial Executives

Agrecd, subject to the followingi— But there
should’ be no' additional members or-members
‘without portfolios.

Agreed.

Agreed with the addition “ and to be placed, ad
_regards status and emoluments, on a footing of
equality with memtbers of the Executive Council.”
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29,

81.

82.

33.

84.
48.

44

47.
bo-

1.

62,

117,

This should be dropped.
and 80. Agreed.

Provincial Legislatures

" Agreed, subject to the (ollowing:—-—"l‘he “propostion

of Muhammadan representatives in the Provincial

-Legislative Councils should be regulated in accord-
ance with the provisions of the' resolution of the
Indian National Congress on Self-Government
adopted at Lucknow in December 1916 and
reprinted in Appendix B-1I.

The President and Vice-Uresident of the Council
should be elected by itself.

Agreed with the additiou : But he should order
a re-election and summon the new Council within
four months from the date of dissolution.”

to 42. Agreed.

Agreed, subject to the following ~—~The Governor
should not have the power to.decline to allow a
certified clause, bill or amendment to be discussed,”’

to 46. Agreed.

.- FINANCE

to 49. Agreed. -

Agreed, subject to the following =—*“1t shonid be
made clear that proposals for fresh faxation, refer -
red to in para 257 of the report should be present.
ed to the Legislative Cruncil by the Government as
a whole,”

Looal Self-Government

Agreedii. o

Medification of Provincial Constitutions

Agreed, subject to the following :~'‘No proposals
for tentoving dny transterred subjects to the reser-
ved list in case of serions maladministration should
take effect tinless they have been considered and
approved by the Selcct Comunitiee for Ipdiag
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55.

56.

87
€3.

84.
67.

68.

99,

118

affairs to be appointed by the House of Commoiis
under recommendation 8.

Preliminary Action
58. Agreed with the addition »=This Committee
should also be instructed to recommend which of

.the functious of the Government of India should
be transferred subjects.”

Agreed with the addition +—%This Committee
should make recommendations as to the compo-
sition, of the Council of State also and the qualifi-
cations of members of this body.”

Agreed.

 Tommission of Enguiry
The commission should review likewise the consti.

tution of the Council of India and its relations with
the Government of India.

The Native States

to 62. Not considered.
Agreed.

The Publis Services

to 66. Agreed.

{1) In the Indian Civil Service the percentage
recruited in India should.be 50 per cent. of the
.whole cadre until the position is reviewed by the
Commission of Enquiry.

(2) 25 per cent. of the annual recruitment for the
commissioned ranks of the Indian Army should be
from His Majesty’s lndian subjects.

The recommendation as to rates of pay, incremental
time scales, maximum-ordinary pension aad special
pensions, and Indian Civil Service annuities, is
not approved. The recommendation as to leave
tules is approveds

Agreed.
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emcem——

Members who were present at any of the meetings of
the Committee +—

The Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee.
" Mian Muhammad Sha#.
" The Maharajah of Kassimbazar.
" Rai Sitanath Roy Bahadur,
" Nawab Zulfikar Ali Khan,
» Sardar Sundar Singh Majithia.
" Rao Bahadur B. N. Sarma.
» Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya.
" Mr. V. J. Patel.
“ Mr. M. A. Jinnah.
" Raja Sir Rampal Singh.
" - Mr. K. K. Chanda.
" Mr. G. 8. Khaparde.
" Mr. K. V. Rangaswami Ay angar
Rai Babadur B, D. Shukul. ~
Sir G. M. Chitnavis.
Raja of Kanika.
Mir Asad Ali Khan.
Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy. -
* Mr. M. Hoge.
Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri.
Sir Dinshaw E. Wacha.
Mr. W. A. Ironside.
Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru.
Rai Bhadur Krishna Sahay.



-Appendix B-1I

Extracts from the resolution of the Indian National: Con.
gress assembled at Lucknow in December - 1916 .regarding
the representation of Muhammadans.

“4es... the Muhammadans should be .tepresented through
special electarateg onthe Provincial Legislative Councils in
the following proportions:— .

Punjab " One Half of the elected Indian Members
United Provinces 80 per cent, da.
Bengal 40 per cent. do.
Behar 25 per cent. do:
Central Provinces 15 per cent. do,
Madras - .15 per cent, do.
Bombay " One-third, do.

Provided that Muhammadans shall participate: in any of
the other elections to the Imperidl or Provincial Legislative
Councils, save aid except those by electorates representing
special interests.”

# One-third of the Indian’ elected members (ip the Indian
Legislative Council) should be .Muhammadans, elected by
separate Muhammadan electorates in the several Provinces in
the proportion, as hearly as may be, in which they are repre-
sented on the Provincial Legislative Councils by separate
Muhammadan electorates.”



Kppendix C

Bismillah-i- Rrahman-i-Rraheem

To
TRE HONOURABLE
Nawas MIR ASAD ALI
KHAN BAHADUR,

Jexag,

With wplifted hands of prayer and thanksgiving to the
Almighty for granting us this opportunity of meeting 'yow
in person and with those abiding sentiments of brotherly
affection, which is the key-stone in the Arch of Islam, the
religion of peace within and peace without, we the members.
of the Tellicherry branch of the All-India Muslim League,
are gathered here to offer you these words of greeting.
In grateful appreciation of your good work in the cause of
the Mauslim community as our worthy representative in the
Imperial Legislative Council, as the Vice-President of the
South Indian Muhammadan Edycational Association, and also-
as the President of the Madras Presidency Muslim League, we-
welcome you with pleasure and pride to this historic little
town of ours.

At this critical stage in the world’s history, when the safety
of Islam is trembling in the balance and United India is.
striving her utmost to take her proper place in the comity of
Nations, agreeably to the promises held forth in the great
Proclamation of 1858 and in the subsequent Royal -Messages,
your advocacy of our cause is certainly in keeping with the
noble traditions of your illustrious Royal House, which coup-
led with the self-denying services of that glorious little band.
of Muslim patriots, must constitute the bulwark ef Islam,
lest it should experience that orphanic helplessness which
was the anxious concern of our blessed Prophet during His
last moments. Here we need hardly point out to you, Sir,
that by such disinterested services and devotion you are seal-
ing your Reman (faith), thereby establishing a claim, in what-
ever h umble measure it may be, to be ranked among the

16
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magnificent array of those illustrious disciples of the Prophet
who are described in His felicitons words as % Masters in this
world and Monarchs in the next.”
May the Lord of all Mercies help you and us to attain this
state of eternal bhss, ‘
IS THE EARNEST PRAYER OF

YOUR LOVING BRETHREN,
TELLICHERRY, z

$th May 1918. §

Appendix G. 2
To . '
THE HoNOURABLE
NA\VAB MIR ASAD ALl
KHAN BAHADUR.
SIR,

Embracing this happy opportunity at a time when the
Moslem hearts of Tellicherry look with ¢agerness to the ad-
vent of a Muslim leader in our midst, we take the privilege
of approaching you with this humble address.

With grateful hearts we welcome youn, our accredited
ieader and worthy representative in the Imperial Legisla-
tive Council to this liitle town, the metropolis of North
Malabar.

As the Vice-President of the South Indian Muhammadan
‘Educational Associatian, you have always evinceda keen
‘interest in the education of the Muslims of this Presidency
-and this emboldens ns to invite your kind attention to the
two chief educational disabilities under. which: we labour,
namely, the want of a National Language and the entire
-absence of a National School to impart to our children reli-
-gious and secular education side by side, The sad dearth of
men of light and leading among the Moslems of Malabar is
-clearly traceable to these unfortunate disabilities.

"Since the Holy Religion of Islam amply provides for all
Jhuman progréss both spiritual and temporal, we need hardly
Jppoint out to you, Sir, that for a real amelioration of our
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<condition we have to take our jnspiration and guidance from
¢hat inexhaustible source and s0 long as our so-called educa-
tional institutions continue to, be paths leading us astray
from that Fountainof Happiness and Knowledge we cannot
in reason expect to be anything better than we are.

We, however, take our consolation in the hope that in the
hands of such worthy leaders as you in whose veins runs a
blood throbbing with purest patriotism and vivid vitality,
the destinies of our community will be moulded into such a
shape that will be a‘nodel for all othersto copy and take
after.

With these few words and with the fervent prayer to the
-All-Merciful to bless you with a long and happy career, we
thumbly welcome you to our pretty httle town.

TRLLICHERY, We are, Sir,
: } Yours fraternally,
6th May 1919. THE MEMBERS OF THE IMDADUL

ISLAM SABHA.

Appendix C-3
To
THE HONOURABLE
Nawas MIR ASAD ALI
KHAN BAHADUR.

‘REVERED BROTHER,

We, the members of the Anwaral Islam Association, ac-
cord to you a most hearty welcome on this, the occasion of
your first visit to our town. Words can hardly express our
feelings of sincere and heartfelt gratefulness towards the
Almighty for having given us this opportunity of coming to
direct personal contact with, and being inspired by, one of
the noblest scions of an ancient Royal Family of Southern
India, one of the most leading minds of our community and
one of the most prominent personalities of the day. As op-
portunities of this kind are extremely few and far between,
we embrace this with the greatest glee- and approachk yom
-with an address of welcome.
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' The selffess ahd untiring efforts you make for the amelio-
ration of the moral and material conditions of our communi-
Ly, the patetnal solicilude with which you champion the
cause of the Moslems, both in and out of the Imperial Legis-
lative Countil where we have the honor of being represented
by you, the enthusiasm and earnestness with which you de-
fend Islamic interests both in the Press and on the Platiorm,
all these, Sir, have endeared yoo to us more strongly than
ever and have not alittle conduced to band us together with
feelings of mutual devotion and fraternal solidarity. Your
excellent work for the educational uplift of our commaunity as
the Vice-President of the South Indian Muhammadan Educa-
tional Association bas laid us under a deep debt of gratitude
to yon. Your bold and ready acceptance of the President-
ship of the Madras Prsesidency Moslem League, at a time
when the destiny of our community as well as that of tue
Mother country was almost trembling in ‘\the balance, has
evoked unbounded admiration not only in the minds of your
brothers in faith but of all right-minded Indians of whatever
faith or creed.

That you may be pleased to reserve a corner of your sym-
patbetic and magnanimous heart for the poor community to
which we belong and which through the aid of great men
like you is slowly but surely emerging from the dire darkness
of illiteracy and ignorance, is our hamble request to you.
May the Almighty graciously grant you a long lease ofa
bappy and prosperous life for the service of Islam and the
Motherland, is the earnest prayer of

Your Loving Brothers.
TELLICHERRY, 1

6th May 1918,

1hompsen & Co., Printers, Madras.
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FOREWORD

This pamphlet which is primarily intended for my
voters in the Madras Presidency and through them for my
co-religionists and fellow-countrymen, sees the seventh
year of its publication. It gives a brief account of my
public work both in and outside the Imperial Legislative
Council, wherein 1 have been privileged to represent the
Muslim interests of South India for two consecutive terms,
My term of membership in the Council will shortly expire,
and one more pamphlet, the eighth and last of its kind, is
due to my wide constituency. By the time the next pamphlet
is issued the electioneering campaign under the Government
of India Act of 1919, embodying the new reform proposals,
will have begun, and party manosuvres will have been em-
ployed to secure seats.in the new Councils and Assemblies. I
have already announced my intention to stand as a candi-
date for the Council of State to represent again the Muslim
interests of South India.

During the year under review three questions engaged
the most serious attention of Indian leaders and publicists
of all schools of political thought, namely, the passing of
the Government of India Act of 1918 in both the Houses
of Parliament, the setilement of the Turkish Peace Terms,
and the Punjab Tragedy. The new Reforms Act has
been passed, and has received the Royal assent, and the
rules and regulations {oo under the Act, have on the
recommendation of the Joint Parliamentary Committee,
been passed in Parliament. The Turkish Peace Terms
have been concluded, though nat to the satisfaction of the
Moslem world. The disappointing nature of its terms,
not to speak of the breach of faith on the part of the
British Premier, and the weakening of the Khilafat power,
have driven Ipdian Mussalmans in particular to despair,
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Lastly, the Hunter Committee’s lengthy report on the
Punjab affairs, has not given so much satisfaction and relief
as was expected. In fact, the majarity report failed to
render justice to the aggrieved parties, while the minority
report at least atterapted to satisfy the wounded feelings of
theIndian public. But the non-official report of enquiry
published by the Indian Congress Sub-Committee -re-
presents strongly the popular view of the Punjab Tragedy,
ag one of the worst blunders of the bureaucratic
administration.

In whatever I attempted to do both in and out of the
Council I have always kept in mind the duty I owe to
Islam, country and community. While respecling the
considered views and noble sentiments of my co-religionists
and of my countrymen, I have acted in matters of general
interest on my own initiative and responsibility, and
endeavoured to serve the highest interests of my
community and the country to the best of my knowledge
and capacity. In doing so some' of my acts might
probably have not given satisfaction to a number of my
co-religonists. But I leave my work to be judged by my
posterity. Neither actuated by a desire to please the
bureaucracy and its officials whose favours I never sought
to obfain but whose frowns I dared to face, nor
prompted by selfish ends to seek popular applause and
thus earn cheap notoriety, I have laboured strictly on
constitutional lines for the good of my co-religionists and
of the Indian peoples, and tried to promote friendly feelings
and harmonious relations between the rulers and the ruled.

In November last 1 have had the honour of presiding
over the eighth session of the Bombay Presidency Muham-
madan Educational Conference at Poona, The Conference
was opened by His Excellency Sir George Lloyd, Governor
of Bombay., My presidential address which appears else-
where in this pamphlet covered a wide ground. The
Hon'’ble Mr. H. Sharp, c.s.1,, (then) Educational Commis-
sioner with the Government of India, was pleased o
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express his appreciation of the address in the following
terms :

# | have read through your address at the Educational
Conference at Poona with very great interest. 1 must
congratulate you upon it. It is really an admirable address
and contains a large fund of sound common sense. I do
not fully agree with you on all points, e.g., I would not go
quite so far as you regardirg the mode of instruction, but
1 was very much interested in the address as a whole.”—
(18!h November 1919).

On the 7th of July 1919 I despatched the following
telegram to the Private Secretary .0 H. E. The Viceroy at
Simla :

#“QOa behalf Madras Muslims and myself 1 offer
heartiest congratulations to Viceroy on peace signing.
Wishihg Empire's triumph.”

The telegram was kindly acknowledged by the Chief
Secretary to the Government of Madras in the following
terms :

“Sir—] am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
telegram, dated the Tth July 1919, conveying congratulations
on the signing of the peace treaty.”

If a perusal of this pamphlet will enable my
constituency to take an intelligent interest in the study of
public questions and judge of the work done by their
elected representative in and outside the Council, it will
have achieved its object and served its purpose.

MADRAS,
’ } MIR ASAD ALI.

20¢h August 1920,



THE HON'BLE MIR ASAD ALI KHAN BAHADUR




In the Imperial Legislative Council

SECTION I
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The following questions were put by the Hon’ble Mir
Asad Ali Khan Bahadur during the sessions of the Imperial
Legislative Council, and the following answers were elicited
from the Government :—

Delhi, Wednesday, the 19th February 1919.
Publication of the reports of the Franchise and
Subjects Committees.

1. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the reports of the Franchise and Subjects
Comnmittees will be published and made available for the
public ;

(b) whether an opportunity will be given to the members
of this Councii to discuss at length the Reform proposals
soon after the introduction into Parliament of the Bill on the
subject ?

(Reply by the Honw'ble Sir WILLIAM VINCENT)

(s) The reports will not be published before submission
to the Secretary of State and it will rest with the Secre-
tary of State to determine what papers shall be made public ;
but the Government of India are confident that all important
official correspondence and reports in connection with the
Reforms proposals since the date of the publication of the
Report by the Viceroy aud the Secretary of State will be
published.

(b) The Government of India are not preparéd to give
any undertaking upon the point,
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Investigation of the indigenous systems of medicine

2. With reference to the reply given on the 26th
September 1918 to my question on.the subject will Govern-
ment be pleased to state :—

(s} whether the opinion of the Committee of the
All-India Ayurvedic and Unani Tibbi Lonference on the
indigenous systems of medicine, has been received, and if 80,
will they be pleased to lay it on the table along with the
opinions, if any, received from other non-official bodies ?

(b) whether they propose to invite further the opinion
of independent non-official medical practitioners on the
subject before the matter under consideration is finally dis-
posed of ?

() what measures bave already beeri considered by the
various Local Governments for conducting the scientific
investigations of the properties of indigenous drugs and
whether these measures, if postponed during the war, will
be resumed early ?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir WILLIAM VINCENT)

{a) The opinion of the Committee of the All-India
Ayurvedic aud Unani Tibbi Conference has not yet been
received ; no other non-official body has addressed the
Government of India on the subject,

{b) Some of the principal Local Governments consulted
independent non-cffigial medical practitioners before sub-
mitting their reports, and it is not proposed to .invite any
further opinions.

(¢) The Government of India notice that on the 30th of
July last the Government of Bombay accepted a resolution
moved in their Legislative Council for the appointment of a
Commttee which will recommend what steps should be
taken to start a pharmacological laboratory or research
institute in medicine at a suitable centre in the Presidency
for scientific experiment with aad researclf into indigenous
drugs. They have, however, received no report on this
subject from the Government of Bombay or from any other
Government, and they would suggest that information, if
required, as to what each Government is doing should be
clicited by questions in the local Legislative Councils,
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Delhi, Wednesday, the 26th February, 1919.
Steps taken by Government to control the prices
of foodstuffs and cloth.

8. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) what steps have already been taken by Local
Governments to control the high prices of foodstuffs and
cloth ; and

(b) what fuither steps they propose to take to reduce
prices as far as possible ?

(Reply by the How’ble Sir CLAUDE HILL)

In respect of foodstuffs, certain Local Governments have
submitted proposals for fixing prices under the Delence of
India Rules, but the Government of India are reluctant to
sanction general measures of this kind, ag the fixation of
prices is feasible cnly under a guarantee of supply ; but,
where supplies can be adequately con‘rolled, as in the case
of imports, effective measures have been *aken in several
provinces. In addition to traffic restrictions de.igned to
prevent the depletion of definite areas, permits for the
imports of foodstuffs from other provinces or for the move.
ment of foodstufls from one part of the province to another
are granted only to merchants who agree to sell them at
fixed prices. In Madras, for instance, contravention of the
conditions laid down eatails the removal of the offendec
from the register of merchants entitled to obtamn railway
permits In Bombay, the miximum prices of rice imported
from Burma and of wheat imported from the Punjab are
announced from time to time. Similarly a maximum selling
price has been fixed in Calcutta for Burma rice. In Madras,
importers of Burima rice are allowed to sell the rice only ata
definite profit per bag or per maund. Inthe Punjab, with
a view to checking the excessive price of wheat, the Articles
of Commerce Ordinance has béem utilized to- obtain the
supplies required for the Army.

The Governmeut of Iadia il‘ave no information of any
further measures toutemplated by the Local Governments.

As regards cloih, 1 would draw the Hon'ble Member’s
attention to the Press Communique issued by the Controller
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of Cotton Cloth on the 80th January, a copy of which was
Iaid upon the table at the last meeting on the 19th February.
I might also mention that in September 1918, steps were
taken in Bengal under the Defence of India (Consolidation)
Rules to restrict dealings in cotton cloth to persons in
possession of Government licenses, the object being to
eliminate speculators and profiteers, whose dealings had
helped to force up prices.

The Indian Munitions Board
4. Will Government be pleased to state—

(s) the total cost so far of the establishment of the
Indian Munitions Board since its inception ;

(5) the total strength of its establishment, officers and
clerks, civil and military, European, Anglo-Indian and
Indian ; and

(c) the tatal number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and
Indians respectively employed under the Board drawing a
salary of Rs. 100 and more per mensem ?

(Reply by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF)

(a) The total cost of the establishment of the Indian
Maunitions Board, that is to say, the total cost of the salaries
for the period from its inception to the end of December
1918 is Rs. 7,470,419, or approximately 1-2 per cent. of the
total expenditure during the same period. This figure
includes the salaries of employees in Ordnance and Army
Clothing Factories, excluding those engaged on daily wages.

() The strength of the establishment on the B1st
December 1918 was as follows :—

Officers—-
Europeans oen - 185
Civil iAnglo-Indians 12
Indians aee . 3

Europeans e 152
Military { Anglo-Indians ... il
Indians v . il



Clerks——
Europeans oo 34
Ciwil Anglo-Indians ... . 155
Indians o e 2,108
Europeans ver 25
Military Anglo-Indians ... 1
Indians e s 1

() The total numder of employees drawing a salary of
Rs. 100 or more on 31st December 1918 was as follows:—

Europeans ves e v 946
Anglo-Indians ... o . 203
Indians s 288

Restoration to the Caliph of all the sacred places of Islam

5. (a) Are Government aware of the strength and
volume of Moslem feeling throughout the country in the mat-
ter of the restoration to the Caliph of all the sacred places
of Islam now in the hands of Great Britain and the Allies ?

(b) Do Governinent propose to move the Secretary of
State to bring this question before the Peace Conference ?

(Reply by the How'ble Sir WILLIAM VINCENT)

Government have nothing to add to the letter which
was recently addressed to the All-India Moslem League
under instructions from his Majesty's Secretary of State
for India.

A copy of it is laid upon the table.

No. 203, dated the 15th February 1913.

From—The Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department,

To—The Secretary, All-India Moslem League.

I am directed to acknowledge on behalf of the Secretary
of State for India, a telegram of Janaary the 1st from the
All-India Moslem League, containing the substance of certain
resolutions passed at its recent meetings.

2. As regards the Khalifat lis Majesty’s Government
adhere as they have throughout adhered to their public
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pronouncement that the question of the Khalifatis one that
solely affects Moslems and is therefore one that must be
decided by Moslems themselves without interference.

3. l-am, however, to take this opportunity of repudia-
ting emphatically the suggestions contained in one of the
resolutions passed by the League, that there has been some
deviation on the part of His Majesty’s Government from the
pledges given regarding Moslem holy places. They
announced that the holy plates would bé immune from
attack or molestation by the British naval aad military
forces, so long as there was no interference with pilgrims
from India to them., Not only was this pledge observed ia
the spirit and letter during the actual occupation by His
Majesty’s ‘forces of the territories in which holy places are
situated, but steps have been taken and are being taken to
ensure the strict observance of the sanctity of the holy places
during our occupation of such territories.

4, In conclusion 1 am to state that His Majesty’s
Government fully appreciate the feeling of both Indians and
the Moslems inregard to the momentous questions to be
decided at the Peace Conference and they authorise the
Government of India to say that they may rest assured that
due consideration will be given to that feeling by His
Majesty’s representatives at the Peace Conference.

Delhi, Friday, the 7th March 1919.
Rice in the Madras Presidency.

6. (8) Will Government be pleased to state for each
of the last ten years—

(1). the quantity of rice (§) exported from, and (is) im-
ported into the Madras Fresidency ; and

(2). the total number of acres anaunally caltivated ?

(b)) What is the quantity of rice now held in stock
throughout the Presidency and the period for which it can
last ?

(Reply by the How'ble Sir CLAUDE HILL)

I lay on the table statemeonts showing :—

(1) the quantity of rice exported from and imported
into the Madras Presidency during tbe ten years ending
1917-18 ; and



(2) the acreage under rice in that Presidency during
the same period.

Regarding the quantity of rice beld in stock in the
Madras Presidency, the Hon’ble Member is referred to the
reply given at the Council Meeting on the 6th February to
the question asked by the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur B. D. Shukul
regarding the grain census of India generally, in which it was
explained that the estimates of stocks furnished by Local
Governments weie too unrelisble to justify any confident
opinion being based upon them as to the sufficieacy or other-
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wise of the grain supply of any particular province,

Statement showing the acreage under rice in the Madras
Presidency during the 10 years ending 1917-18.

Year
1908-09
1909-10
1910-11
1911-12
1912-18
1913-14
1914-15
1915-16
1916-17
1917-18

As regards 1918-19, the area sown up to st December
1918—the latest date up to which i formation is available—
is estimated to be 8,347,000 acres. [The final area is likely
to be below 10,000,000 acres.

Acres
7,361,000
7,675,000
7,787,000

10,288,000
10,944,000
10,€78,000
10,876,000
11,223,000
11,516,000
11,554,000



Slatement showing the quaniily of rice exporled from and imported inlo the Madras Pyesidency
during the 10 years ending 1917-18.-

IMPORIS EXPORTS
By sEa > By sEA

Quality of rice Year F By rail i

rom y rai - | Toports | By rail
From ports in | and river To foreigny o l‘:]dia and river

c:g;?lgr; India and dfif::;a' and
e .

Burma Burma. N

Cwts, Cwts, Cwts, ' Cwts. Cwts, Cwts.
{| 1708-09 | 11,991 |3,246,842 | 418,953 | 178,162 18,156 | 41,508
1909-10 3,304 | 7,002,522 217,964 347,023 21,868 45,720
1910-11 480 | 4,008,738 550,213 460,881 47,220 44,107
1911-12 480 | 2,200,344 928,494 547 083 59,928 70,298

! .
1912-13 719 2,460,023 | 1,093,146 401,485 82,476 52193

Kice in the Husk { i

1913-14 182 | 3,984 295 463,563 207,750 18,625 ; 79,753
1914-18 294 | 3,823,576 | 264,602 | 218,004 8519 | 137,499
1915-16 203 | 3,340,803 6 0,187 250167 53,036 806,759
1916-17 86 1,626,853 | 975,801 | 440,636 8,594 44,533
it 1917-18 85 859,446 485,032 209 278 2,208 ; 108,519
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Riee not in the husk

1908-09
1909-10
1910-11
1911-12
1912-13
1913-14
1914-15
1915-16
1916-17
1917-18

121,436
29,243
1,763
522
395
3,408
7,328
6,291
16,990
20,582

2,310,445
8,569,711
3,158,117
2,375,306
2,877,189
2,387,845
2,377,258
1,958,559
1,835,143
1,665,746

238,892
388,146
603,990
811,572

1,103,824
281,436

72,094
862,970
927 829

1,098,763

3,519,213
2,089,536
2,168,115
9,524,138
2,320,007
3,098,891
3,665,068
4,784,463
3 681,859
3,456,425

191,048
160,724
240,409
271,183
219,993
237,430
203,845
403,721
237,056
206,971

1,163,308
1,608,581
1,684,845
1,837,624
1,762,032
2,078,482
2,210,438
2,651,167
1,508,616
2,244,726
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Delbl, Tuesday, the 18th March, 1919
Sabordinate establishment of the Accountant-General
and Deputy Accountant-General’s Office at Calcutta,
Madras, Delhi and Nagpur

7. Will Government be pleased to state the number ot
clerks (5) Hindu, (i) Musalman, and (iif) Christian, in the
subordinate service in the offices of the Accountant-General
and Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Telegraphs, at
{a) Calcutta, (b) Madras, (c) Delhi and (4) Nagpur?

(Reply by the Hon’ble Sir FAMES MESTON)

* The information is being obtained and will be handed
to the Hon’ble membér as soon as it is available.

* (See next page.)



Name of Office

Number of Number of Number of

Hindos Mussalmans Chnstians Total

1. Accountant-General, Posts &
- Telegraphs, Calcutta Permanent 911 40 14 965
Temporary 60 8 1 64

2. Deputy-Accountant General,
Postef Telegraphs, Delhi Permanent 294 62 10 366
- Temporary 80 40 2 122

-3. Deputy-Accountant General,
Posts Telegraphs, Nagpur Permanent 203 28 7 288
: . Temporary 145 24 18 187

<. Deputy Acdountant General,
Posts& fIelegraphs, Madras Permanent 222 19 33 274
c . Temporary 59 12 7 78
- Grand Total Petmanent 1,630 149 6¢ 1,843
; Temporary 344 79 28 451

L1
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Delhi, Wednesday, the 19th March, 1919
Waiting rooms for Purdah Ladies and & Mussalman
Refreshment Stall at Yictoria Terminus Station

8. (a) Do the Great Indian Peninsula Railway autho-
rities contemplate remodelling the railway stations between
Bhopal and Delhi, and if so, do they propose to include in
their plan a waiting room for purdah ladies at each import.
ant station. such as Manmad ?

(b)) Do Government propose to suggest to the railway
authorities the advisability of opening a Muasalman refresh-
ment stall at the Victoria Terminus station at Bombay ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir ARTHUR ANDERSON)

(a) It has been ascertained that the Great Indian Peuin-
sula Railway authorities only contemplate remodelling Jhansi
station at present. Ian carrying out the alterations at Jhansi
they propose to provide separate waiting rooms for Indian
gentlemen and Indian ladies.

(b) Government have not received any representation
as regards the necessity for opening a Musalman refreshment
stall at the Victoria Terminus Station, Bombay. It is under-
stood that the Railway authorities do not consider it neces-
sary.

Delhi, Friday, the 21st March, 1919
Prohibition of Intoxicating Liquors

9. (a) Are Government in receipt of a copy of the
resolutions passed at the fifteenth session of the All-India
Temperance Conference beld at Delhi on the 80th of
December last 2

(5) Isita fact thatthe United States of America have
adopted prohibition as ‘their national policy in regard to
intoxicating liquors ?

() Do Government propose to adopt the ideal of probi-
bition as the goal ¢f their Excise ,pohcy ?

(Reply by the Hom Blg Sir THOMAS HOLLAND) -

(a) The auswer is m the negatxve.

URS h;vc no official mformat;on. but I vaderstand from
the press that the answer is in the afirmative.
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(¢) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the speech of the
Hon'ble Sir George Barnes on the 20th February 1918, in the
Imperial Legislative Council, on a resolution moved by the
Hon’ble Rao Bahadur B. N. Sarma in which the policy of
Government was explained.

Deputation Allowances granted to the Accountants and
Clerks of the Military Accounts Department

10. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the deputation allowance granted to the
accountants and clerks of the Military Accounts Depart-
ment, serving in the Field Office at Poona, has been declared
to be compensatory and non-remunerative ?

(b)) whether the deputation allowance granted to the
accountunts and clerks of Civil Departments on deputation
to the Ficld Office at Poona counts towards their pension
and leave allowances ?

{c) if the answer to the first two parts of the question
is in the affirmative, whether in view of the orders of the
Secretary of State for India defining remunerative and
compensatory deputation allowances, Government proposed
to reconsider their decision referred to in (a) ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Siv FAMES MESTON)
(o) and (b) The reply is in the affirmative.

(¢) Government do not propose to reconsider their
decision. The following are the reasons which led them to
differentiate in the matter of these allowances, between
Military Accounts Department accountants and clerks and
Civil Department accountants and clerks employed in the
Field Office at Poona. In the case of the former, the work
which they perform in the Field Office is of the same
character as in their own Divisional offices. A compen-
satory allowance was granted to them because service in the
Poona Field office was regarded as equivalent in' some
respects. {0 service in the field, and men of this class
employed in the field draw under rule a field allowance,
'wﬁxcb does not count towards leave allowance gnd pension,
or io other words is compensatory in’ charactey.

- « A remunerative: allowauce, on the other liarid, has been
given to accountants and clerks deputed to the Fseld Officg
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from Civil Departments, because in their case the deputation
involved not only the undertaking of new and unfamiliar
duties but also generally speaking increased work and
responsibility.

Simla, Wednesday, the 10th September, 1919
" Appointment of a Committee of Inquiry into the
Administration of Martial Law in the Punjab

11. My Lord, with your permission, I beg to with-
-draw this question] (No. 84).” :

t The question was by leave withdrawn.

Deportation without trial under the Bengal, Madras and
Bombay Regulation

12. Will Government be pleased to state the number
of instances up-to-date in which the Bengal Regulation ili
of 1818, the Madras Regulation I1 of 1819 and the Bombay
Regulation XXV of 1827 empowering deportation without
trial, have been used, since the transfer in 1858 of India to
the Crown ?

(Reply by the How'ble Sir WILLIAM VINCENT)

I regret that the information asked for by the Hon’ble
Member is not available.

Simla, Friday, the 12th September 1919
The Asiatics Trading Act

18. Has the attention of Government been drawn to
the recent enactment by the South African Union legislature
of the Asiatics Trading Act and to allegations that serious
disabilities are thereby imposed upon the Indian community
in the Transvaal ? I{ so, what steps have Government taken
to safeguard Indian interests in the colony 2

(Reply by the Hag'ble Siy GEQRGE BARNES)

This matter was fully dealt with in His Ex';‘f.:ellency’s
speech on the opening day of this Session, to wbich I refer
the Hon’ble Member.”

* Sinte’d Lommiltee of inquiry was aiready appoiated, this quese

ﬁop w3s withdrawa.
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8imla, Wednesday, the 17th September, 1919
Express train service between Madras and Manmad, eto.

14. Do Government propose

(8) to abolish the Express train service between Madras
and Manmad, and

(b) to add Intermediate class carriages to the G. I. P.
mail train between Bombay and Dethi ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir ARTHUR ANDERSON)

**(a) The Express train service between Madras apd
Manmad was discontinued in 1917. The question of its re-
introduction will be considered when the present shortage of
engines on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway has
been made good by replacements frcm England.

(b) It is not proposed to attach Intermediate class
carriages to the Bombay—Delhi Mail the load of which is
strictly limited. Such accommodation is, however, provided
on the fast Express between Bombay and Delhi.

Bubordinate Aceounts Service (Posts and Telegraphs)

15. Do Government propose to consider—

(a) whether any reasonable saving in public expendi-
ture cannot be effected by abolishing the present distinction
between junior and senior Accountants among the members
of the All-India Subordinate Accounts Service (Posts and
Telegraphs) ; and
+ (b) whether a proportion of the vacancies on the staff
of the Subordinate Accounts Service cannot be reserved for
the members of the backward provinces and the depressed
classes, and whether such members will be exempted from
the operation of the rules for departmental examinations ?

(Reply by the How'ble Sir H. F. HOWARD)

The answer is in the negative to both portions of the
question. .
Restoration of train services in India

16. Have any steps been taken to restore the train
services in India to what they were in pre-war days ?

(Reply by the How’ble Sir ARTHUR ANDERSON)

“ The Hon’ble Member’s attention is drawn to the reply
given on the 1st March last, to a similar question asked by
the Hon’ble Rai Sita Nath I’ay Bahadur
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Some of the pre-war services have been restored, but a
return to the full normal standard can only be gradual, as
the replacement of engines and rolling stock from England
must necessarily take some time.

Simla, Friday, the 19th September, 1919
The Indian Majority Act

17. (a) Are Government aware of the decision of the
Madras High Court in 8. A. No. 1277-1916, regarding the
right of a Muhammadan girl to release her dower ?

(b) Has their attention been drawn to a letter on® The
majority of Muhammadan women®, which appeared in the
¢ Madras Mail’ of the 5th March 1918 ?

(¢} Do Government contemplate a change in the provi-
sions of the Indian Majority Act, 1875, so as to exempt
Muhammadan women of sixteen years of age and over, (who
according to Muhammadan Law have attained majority) from
the operation of the Act ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Sir WILLIAM VINCENT)
(a) Yes.
() No
() Government will examine the question of the
desirability of amending the Act of 1875.”

Measares taken to control and check the growth of food
prices

18. (@) What measures have been adopted and what
further measures are proposed to control and check the
growth of food prices in the different provinces ?

(b) Will Government lay on the table a statement for
each province,describing the steps taken so far to mitigate the
sufferings of the poor on account of the high prices of food-
stuffs ? .

(Reply by the Hon'ble Mr. R. A. MANT)

The Foodstuffs Commissioner has been instructed to
write a report on the operations of his Department in the
past-year, and this report will be published. It will contain
information in general terms on the questions referred to by
the Hon’ble Member. Local Governments will no doubt
consider the advisability of obtaining, for publication, similar
reports from their Directors of Civil Supplies.
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Pension of Mahomed Hayat of Kurnool

19. (a) Have Government received any petitions from
Mahomed Hayat, Khan Bahadur, a political pensioner at
Kurnool, regarding the increase of his pension ?

(b) If so, what action do they propose to take in the
matter ?

(¢) Do they propose to grant substantial allowances to
the Khandans at Kurnool 7 Are not these Khandans now in
receipt of small pensions ?

(Reply by the Hon'ble Licutenant-Colonel R. E. HOLLAND)

(@) A petition, dated the 17th October 1911, was
received direct from Muhammad Hayat Khan and was sent
to the Government of Madras with the request that the
petitioner might be informed that his representation could
not be entertained by the Government of India unless
submitted through the local authority. Further, direct
petitions were received in December, 1911, January, 1918,
and February and August 1919, and were similarly forwarded
to the Local Government for disposal.

(b) The Government of India do not propose to take
any action in the matter anless they are addressed by the
Local Government.

(¢) The Kucnool pensions are administered in accord-
ance with pimciples formulated by the Government of
Madras in 18¢0 and approved by the Government of India.
The Governs ent of India have not received from the Madras
Governmen! any proposals for the increase of any of the
pensions n¢,w granted, nor bave they any recent information
as to the amounts disbursed to individual pensioners.

The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali, Khan Bahadur, put a
supplementary question:

Regarding this third part, I should like to know whether
the Government of India will ask the Local Government for
their opinion on account of the scarcity ard high prices of
grain ?

(Reply by the Hom'ble Licutenant-Colonel R. E. HOLLAND)

1 understand that the Hon’ble Member wishes to know
whether the Government of India will ask the Local Govera-
ment whether, on account of the high prices of grain, some
increase might not be made in the pensions. I have discussed
the matter with the Hon’ble Mr. Marjoribanks, and I propose
to go through the file with him and, if I may answer the
Hon'ble Member privately afterwards, I think he will be
satisfied.

3



SECTION II

SPEECHES DELIYERED IN THE IMPERIAL
LEGISLATIYE COUNCIL

[7th February, 1919)
ON ROWLATT BILLS

My Lorp,—I beg to associate myself with the other non-
official Indian Members in supporting this amendment. In
doing c0, ] would appeal to your Excellency and your Excel-
lency’s Government to drop the Bill for the present. If the
Government is not prepared to drop it altogether, they can
at least accept the motion which is before the Council asking
for its postponement. It is a dangerous measure, and were
the Bill to be passed, the consequences would be disastrous
to this country. Itrust the Government will consider the
matter thoroughly, and knowing the general feeling of
almost all Indian communrities to be against it, will drop this
drastic Bill and give people cause to be satisfied with the
QGovernment’s action and be contented, but not disccntented.

With these few words, my Lord, I beg to support the
motion lrefore the Council.

(10th September, 1919)
RESOLUTION re CONGRATULATIONS TO HIS
MAJESTY’S NAVAL, MILITARY AND A{R FOKCES,
Erc.,, ON CONCLUSION OF A VICTORIOUS PEACE

My Lorp,~[ beg heartily to support the Resolution on
behalf of the Moslem communrity of Madras,

——

(11¢h September, 1919)
THE INDIAN TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL

My Lorp,—!'desire not only to support the Bill but
congratulate the Hon’ble Member for Commerce and Industry
for introducing this measure at an opportune moment, a new
and welcome departure in the administration of tariff,



SECTION III

OTHER SPEECHES
(Saturday, 1%th Juty, 1919)

ASIATIC AMENDMENT BILL

Members of the Colonial Society, ladies and gentle-
men :—Let me thank you heartily for the honour you have
done me in proposing me to the chair. It was nearly six
years ago that I had the honour and privilege of presiding
over a similar public meeting held in the Victoria Pablic
Hall to consider the then grave situation of the indian settlers
and labourers in South Africa. Since then momentous
changes have taken place in the relationship between the
Indian colonists and the Union Government. The opportune
visit to South Africa of the late Mr. Gokhale, attended with
beneficial results, the soothing effect of the Smuts—Gandhi
agreement in 1914, and the recommendations of the inter-
Allied Conferences at London on Indian immigration to the
British Colonies are now happily matters of history. While
it is yet a long way off for the I1ndian settler in South Africa
to attain to full civic freedom, he may still congratulate
himself on the fact that some of his outstanding grievances
have been redressed, thanks largely to the earnest and
praiseworthy efforts of the Government of India and thanks
to the good sense of the Union Government. We owe it to
the genius of Lord Hardinge that the status of the Indian
subjects in the colony has not only been raised but preserved.

While the world is rejoicing at the return of peace, and
the Indian Empire is full of hope with..regard to the coming
reforms, a tale of woe reaches us from distant Transvaal. The
Asiatics Trading Act now on the legislative anvil of the
Union Government and about to become law séeks to impbse
serious disabilities in future upon the Indian settlers in the
Transvaal as regards their tights to trade and own property
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evén as shareholders of companies or as mortgagees. As
recently arnounced in Parliament in answer to a question,
the matter seems to be controversial as it is alleged that the
Act, while it does not interfere with the rights of the existing
companies, only prevents any future attempt to circumvent
the law of the district. While it is true that the Act will
not interfere with the rights of the existing companies of
shareholders who own landed property in the Transvaal
mining areas, it is also true that it practically denies to the
Indian settlers there the right to acquire a trading license or
own property. Whatever may be the advantage of the
principle of reciprocity of treatment, as lately agreed to by
the London inter dzpartmental conference, the rights of the
British Indian subjects in the colony to trade unhampered by
unjust restrictions boin of colour prejudice and one-sided
economic necessity and to own property in the Transvaal
unhindered by legislative enactments, ought to be fully and
unrezervedly recognised even before the colonial Indian
aspires for political ejuality with the union citizen. While 1t
is, no doubt, too much to say that the A.ct of the Union Parlia-
ment is a breach of the compact of 1914, the fact kas to be
admitted that the Union Government have already promised
to respect and preserve the vested rights of the Indian
settlers, and the Indian settiers, I take it, mean not only those
who enjoy the rxght to.day but those who may come after
them. Nor am 1 to believe that the restricted rights of the
Indian Colonist are to 1emain the same for ever without a
change for the better. Restrictions have gradually to be
removed, and rights have to be enlarged from time to time,
as Indians show an unmistakable tendency towards progress.
For it is the birth right of every Britisi subject of His Majesty
the King-Emperor, bs he white or brown or black, to. enjoy
the fullest measure of freedom guaranteed by law within His
Imperial Majesty’s vast dominions. Indian settlers in South
Africa are working their wny to obtain the full rights of
British citizenship

., The South African Indian problem s more truly 2 national
problem with us, and it is even more important than the
question of Indian reforms As kas rightly been observed
by H. E. Lord Chelmstord in his speech to the Immperial



2i

Legislative Council on the bth of September 1917, ** the posi-
tion of India within the Empire has obviously the first claim
on our attention,” While we are grateful to His Excellency’s
Government for the bold initiative they have taken under the
Defence of India Act temporarily to prohibit indzntured
emigration to the colonies, we hope and trust that with the
practical abohtion of indentured labour will come a truly
sympathetic treatment of the Indian settlers, as decided by
the London Conference, and a fair and jnst recognition of
the legitimate rights of the Indian colonists.

We have met here to consider also the sitnation of
Indian labour in Ceylon under the newly passed laws, I do
not propose, however, to enter into details which may well
be left to the speakers that may follow me. But I wish to
emphasisc the point that the honour and interests of the
Indian labourer should be safeguarded in every colony or
crown colony. The scarcity of Indian labour, particularly in
the soutliern districts, for agricultural purposes, is in itself a
strong ground why we should not allow any labour emi-
gration to Ceyitn. But when the Indian labourer is put ta
serious inconvenience and bardship, it is our duty to help
him to secure his legitimate rights. Further, labour in Ceylon
is not so attractive as that in a distant colony. For these
reasons we must emphatically protest against any measures
as they injuriously affect the material and moral interests of
the Indian labourers in Ceylon. Whether in Soath Africa
or Ceylon or any other colony or crown colony, the position
of the Indian will continue, I venture to think, to remain
more or less the same until and unless the colonial policy of
the British Empire broadens itself and the policy of each
colony rises superior to considerations of race or colour.
Even the best of South African statesmen like General Botha
and General Smuts are not free from the pride of colour.
Imperialism even in the United Kingdom has yet to tran-.
scend the limits of race and colour before Indians can hope
to enjoy to the full the rights of British citizenship. Until
then, the Indian problem whether at home or in the colony,
will continue to engage the serious thoughts of the best
statesmen of the Empire, and Indians themselves will have
to assert their rights 2nd continae to agitate in a peaceful and
constitutional manner for a policy of self-determination,
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N.B.—The following cable was sent on the 17th July
1919, to the Colonial Secretary and to the Secretary of State
for India by the Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali Khan Bahadur, the
Chairman of the public meeting held on the 11th instant:~
“ The citizens of Madras emphatically protest against the
Asiatic Bill of Transvaal which will in a few years reduce the
descendants of existing Indian families to helotry without
property rights or profession and drive them from the
country of their birth to seek new homes. The legislation
is based upon a gross misreading of the 1914 settlement.
The meeting urges interference. The legislation is produc-
ing the greatest indignation. The first part of tbe Bill
implies refusal of future licenses in the gold districts and the
second part interferes with long enjoyed rights.”



THE
Bombay Presidency Muhammadan
Educational Conference

EIGHTH SESSION AT POONA
14th, 15th & 16th November 1919

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
BY

THE HoN'BLE MIR AsaD ALI KHAN BaAHADUR
INTRODUCTION

Fellow-delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—

Let me begin by expressing both on my behalf and on
behalf of the Muslim community of Bombay our deep and
grateful thanks to His Excellency Sir George Lloyd for his
gracious presence here yesterday and for condescending to
open this Conference. His Excellency’s ready response to
our loyal and humble invitation is, I take it, an eloguent
proof of His Excellency’s abiding interest in the promotion
of Muslim educaticn. We hope and trust that the c.use of
Muslim education in Bombay will receive a fresh stimulus
during His Excellency’s regime, and the most sympathetic
treatment not only at His Excellency’s hands but at the
hands of His Excellency’s government. Now, | am deeply
thankful to the organisers of this Conference for kindly
inviting me to preside over the deliberations of the eighth
session of the Bombay Muhammadan Educational Confer-
ence at the ancient and historic city of Poona. I esteem ita
great privilege to te permitted to preside at your Conference.
While your choice of the President might bave fallen on
abler and worthier shoulders found within your own proviace,
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1 have responded to your invitation in obedience to the
mandate of my co-religionists. My profound and lasting
interest in the progress of Muslim education is my apology
for venturing to address you from the chair. However
onerous and difficult the task of the President may be, it can
be rendered smooth and pleasant by the willing assistance
and active co-operation of the delegates assembled in Confer-
ence. Our deliberations these three days, it is to be hoped,
will be characterised by breadth of view as well as depth of
thought and by soundness of judgment as well as sweetness
of speech (moderation). In a large Conference of this kind,
conflicting views and contentious subjects will probably
arise. Bat it is our duty, as enlightened members of society,
to see that, while differences are tolerated, unity of aim and
of purpose is secured. By approaching the problem of
Muslim education with disinterested motives and by taking a
dispassionate view of the resolutions that may be placed
before this Conference, we shall be able to arrive at satis-
factory conclusions and solve the problem successfully, not
only to the benefit of Musalmans but to the glory of Islam.

The War

The gigantic worl1 struggle has come to an end. Peace
has returned to the wotld, awaiting to re-.establish her full
sway over the globe. As loyal subjects of the British Crown,
we take this opportunity !5 congratulate most heartily His
Imperial Majesty, our King-Emperor, and His Majesty's
government both in England and India upon the splendid
victory that the Allied cause has won and wupon the conclu-
sion of an honourable peace. The Turkish settlement in
which Indian Musalmans with the rest of the Moslem woild
are deeply interested yet awaits solution. But the rumoured
dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire and consequently
the dignity of the Caliphate have caused no liftle anxiety to
Musalmans all over the world. [ believe I am but echoing
your united feelings when I say that the British Power as
the greatest ally of Musalmans will effectively intercede at
least on behalf of their numerous loyal Muslim subjects and
in consultation with her Allies eudeavour to preserve the
integrity and independence of the Turkish Empire and thus
help to maintain the warld-wide prestige of the Caliphate.
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While the war lasted, the progress of Indian education,
as also that of any other form of national activity, suffered
not a little, and the progress of Muslim education too was
adversely affected. With the dawn of peace and the advent
of new reforms begins a new chapter in the history of modern
India. Reconstruction is the cry of the hout all over the
civilised world—reconstruction of society on a strong wmoral
basis. Reforms of all kinds are floating in the air. Educa-
tional, social, political and religious reforms are being under-
taken in various countries with a view to produce a new
order of things. and in fact, to re-make the world. Not only
is the need of a change in almost every sphere of national
life keenly and widely felt all over Europe and America, but
the long slumbering East inspired by the bright example of
the awakened Japan has already begun to shake off its
lethargy and move forward with astonishing rapidity. India
which cannot possibly escape this world infuence also begins
to move with the spirit of the times, no!withstanding her
political limitations. She too aspires to a higher and nobler
national existence and strives hard for the realisation of her
national ambitions. Education lies at the bottom of our
common national life. As the npational life of India, now so
happily symbolised by the Hindu-Moslem unity, depends
largely on the educational progress of the Indian commu-
nities, our educational needs too grow, expand, and broaden
so as to embrace the national ideal.

Importance of Education

Education, I have often expressed it, is the mainspring
of all reforms There is no sphere of human activity where
education does not penetrate. In fact, education is the basis
of every form of public activity. The problem of education
is ever increasing in importances%]l over the world, and
continues to receive the greatest attention of master minds.
It is really becoming tos vast and complex to be easily com-
prehended, and presents various aspects. A solution of the
problem requires utmost consideration, deep concentration
and assiduous labour. It no longer concerns itself with
simple instruction as of yore. Education means to-day a
hundred and one things, not merely in its relation to the
teacher or the taught, the subjects taught or the mode of
instruction, the responsibility of the State or the well-being
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of society but in everything that pertains to the life of the
future citizen, the training of his intellect as well as the
building up of his character. The very construction of
school buildings and their sanitary condition, the health of
the pupils and their medical inspection, the Kindergarten
system with nature study, the school museum, the provision
of sports, the play-ground, the gymnasium, the Boy Scout
movement, the hostel system, the laboratory, the library, the
debating society, the school or college magazine, the bewilder-
ing variely in the methods of instruction, the curriculum of
studies, the system of examinations, the medium of instruc-
tion, the provision of manual training, the introduction of
visual instruction, the different treatment of education in its
various stages from the collegiate down to the elementary
standard, the lecture course, the tutorial system, the post-
graduate course, the research work, the training of the
teacher and his salary and retiring gratuity, the teacher’s
provident fund scheme, the depattment of education, the
educational service, the University administration—all these
and many more things are covered by modern education. In
fact, education is a world in itself, ard it, therefore, requires
a world-wide treatment. Primary education was until recently
regarded as the chief function of a State. But America, the
freest and most progressive of the nations of the world, has
shown us that the chief fenction of a modern State should
extend even to secondary education. Attempts are being
made to make secondary education there free, if not compul-
sory. Who knows if a time may not come in some remote
future when cnllegiate education too will be made as free as
primary education ? Such is the great value and importance
of modern education.

The Ssope of our Conference

Conferences such as we hold to-day may trace their
origin to the institution of the All-India Muhammadan
Educational Conference, founded by the late Sir Syed
Ahmed, an illustrious name in the roll of Indian Moslem
celebsities, The Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental Colle_ge at
Aligarh, the nucleus of the coming Muslim University, is the
greatest achievement of the great Moslem lea.der an.d
patriot, and it bears eloquent testimony to the genius of his
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statesmanship. With such distinguished pioneers in the
field of Muslim education as the late Sir Syed Ahmed, the
late Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk and other public-spirited leaders
and under such distinguished auspices commenced the work
of Moslem education with such wonderful results as we see
to-day in the political awakening of Musalmans and in their
desire to play a worthy part in the public life of the country,
Muslim Educational Conferences have successfully carried
on propaganda work. We meet here to-day inour Pro-
vincial Conference to carry on the work so well begun and
resolve to translate into actual practice what we preach on
the platform. We are not here as educationists or educa-
tional experts to deal with the practical side of education,
enter into the details of educational schemes, and suggest
suitable methods in the cacrying out of the schemes. We
leave and rightly leave this kind of work to be done by those
who are actively engaged, whether dicectly or indirectly, in
educational institutions. But we are here, I suppose, to
consider the question of education in its broad aspect. We
love to play our part as spectators, and the spectators often
see more of the game thaa the players themselves. Though
we are laymen, we still claim to see and do see more of the
results of educational activities. Also, we meet here as
representatives of the Moslem community to consider our
own educational needs, criticise the educational policy of
the State, particularly in its relation to the needs of our
cqmmunity, formulate our considered views on educational
topics, and devise ways and means for the furtherance of
our educational interests We set ourselves tothe task of
creating and strengtheaing a healthy public opinion on
Muslim education in all its varied aspects. We are more
concerned with the educational policy of the State than with
the details of the educational administration. Our delibe-
rations here are chiefly meaat to influence the authorities
concerned and enable the Government to shape or alter
their educational policy so as to satisfy our educational
needs and meet our particular requirements. For, as a large
and distinct Indian community, we have our special needs
and our problems require seperate treatment. We have a
civilisation and culture of our own, hardly inferior to any
other civilisation and culture ; and we mean to preserve ogs
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entity and our type, not only for the good ol the community
but for the good of the world, Our Conference, therefore, is
an expression in reality of that entity and of that type. Just
as individual entities and types can never disappear from
the world but can persist to the end of time, communal and
national entities and types too will continue to remain as
long as the sun and the moon last, Hence the need for our
communal representation not only on the governing bodies of
educational institutions but on the Senates of Indian Univer-
sities. Besides, our Conference exists also to safeguard our
communal interests and preserve our communal rights in all
matters relating to Muslim eduacation, Lastly, we meet at
our annual gatherings as the accredited spokesmen of the
community to voice their united feelings on educational
matters.

Our Educational Progress

Taking a bird’s-eye view of Muslim educational achieve-
ment throughout India, we have no cause for dissatisfaction,
1t is gratifying to learn that our youths bave competed suc-
cessfully with those of our sister comnmunity and that they are
endeavouring to hold their own with others in the race of
life. Itis true that they have yet to make their way in
higher education. Judging from the results so far achieved,
particularly within the last decade, we have reason to congra-
tulate ouiselves on the educational progress of the community,
In British India the Muhammadan population comprises nearly
58 million souls (57,9530,000). Out of these 1,866,742 pupils
according to the latest figures for 1917-18, against 1,551,151
in 1912, are under instruction. The total number of Muham-
madan pupils forms 28} per cent. of the total school popula-
tion, the same proportion their total population bears to the
total Indian population, though Muhammadan pupils form
but 3} per cent. of the Muhammadan population. The
number of Muhammadan pupils under instruction has nearly
doubled itself within tte last ten years. As for literacy, 3-8
per cent. of tbe Muabammadan population are literate,
against 5'9 per cent. of the total Indian population. Of the
total number of pupils of all races, 10 3 per cent. of Muham-
madan pupils are undergoing tramning in colleges, 159 per
cent, in secondary institutions, and 22 2 per cent, in primary



29

schools. The educational position in colleges, secondary
institutions, and primary schools is better from the mere
numerical standpoint in the N.- W. Frontier Province, the
Punjab, the United Provinces and Bihar and Orissa than in
the major provinces of Madras, Bombay and Bengal. For
instance in the Punjab 22-4 per cent. of Muhammadan pupils
are in colleges, 28-9 per cent. in secondary institutions, and
39-3 per cent. in primary schools. In the United Provinces
the percentages are 20'8 per cent., 177 per cent.,, and 145
per cent., respectively. Taking the proportion of the
Mubammadan population to the total Indian population and
that of the number of Muhammadan pupils to the {otal
number of Indian pupils of all races, the educational position
of Muhammadan scholars in Central Provinces and Berar
and Madras is much bettter than in any other province.
While the position in Bihar and Orissa and the United Pro-
vinces is at a premium, that in Bombay is at par, and that
in the Punjab, Bengal and Assam is al a discount, as is
evident from the following table :—

(Figures for 1916-17)

Percentage of Percentage of

Muhammadan Muhammadan

population to pupils to total

total population. No. of pupils.
Madras e 6-6 111
Bombay - 204 19-2
Bengal ves 52-7 450
United Provinces 14-1 182
Punjab 54-