























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































472 ‘ TRAITE SUR LA POESIE' ORIENTALE.

quelque poéme que ce fit, dans une tradution Tittdrale, pourroit anfli
raifonnablement efpérer de trouver, fur 16 revers d'une tapifferie, les
ﬁcrures quelle repréfente dans toute leur délicatefle & toute leur {plen-
deur.

SECTION 1V,
De’ keurs ;éfe'gim

ON ne trouve point d'élevlcs dans les recueils des Perfans, & trés-
peu dans ceux des Turcs. Le' fecond livre' di Hamaffa, eu collec'
tion de poSmes Arabes, confifte en' courtes élégies, écrites avec toute
la 'majefté de la poéfie, comme on en jugera 'par éellelci,' faite for Ia
mort d’un guerrier non moins célébre par fa l:beralnte que par fa

valeur.

** Venez, mes compagnons, ‘veniez 4 la tombe de Maan, & dites:
¢ Puyiffent les nuées du matin te baloner de lcurs frequentes ons.
«“ dées.

¢ Mais, O toi, tombe d¢ Maan! qui étois fculement une des ‘cavités.
« de la terre, comment es-tu devenue la demeure de la libéralité ?

“ Et comment, O tombe de Maan! renfermes-tu cette. libéralité qui
< rempliffoit la terre & les mers?

4¢ Oui, tu as requ dans ton fein la libéralité elle-méme ; mais, elle
<t eft morte; car fi elle vivoit, tu ne pourrois la contenir ﬁms
«- t'éclater, S C

* La mémoire du jeune Maan vit aprés llll, comme les prés regoi-.

~© “-vent une nouvelle verdure -aprés avoir été arro{es pa.x: un clair:

..

“« ruiffeau.
“ Mais, bélas! Maan eft mort, la libéralité a difparu de la terre 5 la.

“ belle fleur de la générofité eft impitoyablement fauchée.”
On
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..On trouve, .dans. wn excellent pogme d’Abou. Arabchah, un endroit
qux, féparé . du refte,. compofe une trés-belle elegxc fur la mort des fils
de Tamerlaﬂ. Levoiciz: - -

« Od étes;vous, jeunes héros, dont les vifages refplendiffoient conime
6 les feuillets du livre facré? OU font-ils, ceux que leurs richefles,
¢ leur favoir, leurs vertus rendoient fi célébres, qui éteignoient la lune
¢ dans les cieux, & rendoient les vagues de I'océan honteufes ? Les fu-
¢ neftes bouffées de la deftrudtion les ocat, chaflés, comme le vent du
¢ couchant difperfe le fable. of« fout-ils, ces aimables princes, la lu.
¢ midre & la joic de tous.les cceurs, qui, aprés que le voile qui les
* couvroit eft levé, brillent comme le foleil fortant du nuage ? O foyr
 cés Antelopes aux larges yeux, ces chevreuils femblables aux nymphés
¢¢ du paradis, que. la beautd avuit entourés de la robe fleurie du con-
‘e tentement,: qui étoient les yeux du monde & la lumiére de. fgs yeux,
¢ qu étoient les bordures des jardinsy & les fleurs de ces bordures?
¢ Quand ils étoient enivrés de plaifirs, & dardoient des eillades
" s¢-amoureufes §. quand leurs années étoient verdoyantes & parées de la
« fraicheur des- boutons dorés; wvoild ‘que Iz .mort, échanfon fatal,
&« verfe le vin dd la deftru@ion dans leurs coupes, &, de fes fleuves dé-
« bordés, inonde le jardin de leurs vies. 1ls quittent leurs fomptueux
<@ palais pour s’abymer dans d’étroites tombes, prélentant la bicuvage
¢ ‘amer de la {éparation 3 leurs cempagnons, qui, éperdus de douleur,
«_ déchirént leur fein & frappent leur poitrine. Aht  les veeux des.
“ tribus affliges pouvoient avoir quelque influenee fur la mort, ellé
¢ leur auroit rendu ces objets de leurs triftes regrets! Mais & préfent
@ jls habitent les creux de 1 terre, & leur, beauté 'eft phusy les vers
“ les dévorent; la dent du dépériffement les ronge: Ils fe décompo-
s¢ fent par degrés dans les entrailles de la terre ; ils y demeureront jufe
_qu'an monieot: ol ijs: reprendront une nouvelle vie, - Ceux que
*¢ I'amour ou 'amitié avoit artachés ¥ eux vont chaque jour vifiter leurs
* tombeanx j ils pleyrent; ils fe lamentent; ils gémilent fug les pieires
“ entafiées de Jeurs fépulcres; ils fouillent leurs joues dv Ia pouffidre

.V¥OL. V. 3r . ‘e que
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« que les’ ondées ont humeélée; ils appellent en vain' ces princes

¢ chéris ; ils ne regoivent de réponfe que de I'écho du’ vide rocher;

« aujourd’hui ils vifitent les tombeaux de leurs compagnons, demain on
¢¢ vifitera les leurs : tels font les décrets & les arrangemens de la Pro-
s¢ vidence.” ’ : :

SECTION V.
De leurs Poifies morales.

LES nations Orientales ont toujours été renommées pour excellente
méthode qu’ils fuivent dans leurs piéces de morale, en mélant ingé:
nieufement I'agréable 4 linftru&if. Leurs poémes font remplis de

I

nobles fentimens, tels que ceuix-~ci.

« Dis, i celui qui me reproche. mon changement de fortune: Le
“ fort peut-il abaiffer celui qui n’avoit pas été élevé? ne vois-tu pas les
“ rofeaux flotter fur la furface de la mer, tandis que les perles reftent
* au fond? vois, comme le vent, qui fouffle de tous cbtés, ne détruit
“ pourtant que les hauts arbres. De toutes les branches des bocages, le

¢ paffager ne caffe que celles qui font chargées'de fruits. Ily a des

% ¢étoiles fans nombre dans le firmament, mais le foleil & Ja lune feuls
« y fouffrent des éclipfes.”

On ajoutera i cet exemple les vers fur I'utilité de voyager, dont il
eft fait mention dans les contes Arabes.

¢ Voyage, & tu trouveras d¢ nouveaux plaifirs qui remplaceront
 ceux que tu perds. Change de féjour, car il y a des délices dans Ie
“ ¢hangément; je ne fache rien de plus agréable, ni de plus défirable
*. que de voyager : quitte ton habitation & pars. - Ne vois-tu pas que
‘ L M
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#. P'eau qui eft fans monvement croupit, & qu'elle n'eft douce &.claire

¢¢.que lorfqu'elle coule & fuit fon cours, Si le.foleil demeuroit toujours

_ % fixé dans la méme partie des cieux, le genre humain fe lafleroit de fes

«¢ bicfaifans rayons. Silalune ne fe cachoit pas fous les nuages, elle
“*ne frapperoit pas agréablement Ia vue par fon éclat imprévu. . Le lioy
¢ ne fauroit déchirer fa proie s'il ne fort pas de fon antre. ‘La ficche
‘¢ n’atteindroit pas le but fi elle ne - partoit de Yarc. L'or dans fes mines

¢ n'eft pas plus eftimé que la padle,, & le bois d’aloés dans:le terrain -

< ol il'croit n’eft qu'un boxs commun.’

Ilya pluﬁeur's ouvrages dans toutes les langues Afiatiques. fur des

fujets moraux; -dont les plus eftimés font le Pendnameh, d’Attar & les
excellentes ceuvres de Sadi.. -

R . ‘f'SEc'rIONYI." AR

B Dt leurs Sattre:
P

LES po€mesde Gcrn, & le cinquidme livre du Hamaﬂ'a, font les feules
‘remarquables fatires en Arabe; elles reflemblent beaucoup aux fambes
‘d"Archiloque & aux fragmens que nous avons d’Hipponax ; elles ref-
pirent le feu de la haine la plus invétérée, & du reflentiment le plus
. violent, comme on peut le voir dans cette inve@ive contre un liche
commandant. . - :

. * Sois } jamais confondu, chef foxb]c & cramuf puxﬂ'e la ro(ée du
% matin n¢ jamais tomber fur ta demeure :_puifle la pluie ne jamais ar-
« rofer les habitations de ta tribu : pulﬂ'cnt leurs collines ne reverdir

¢ jamais !s Tu t'es couvert. dc hontc ainfi que d’un manteau, o] ﬁls de
“ Bader! & les mauvais <ffets qui en réfulteront feront attaches a tes
L2} ) ‘s Pas-

a
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“ pas. * Les traits'de Vinfamie te perceront de tous cbtcs, tu feras un
“ fujetde dénﬁon daus toutes les affemblées.” ‘

La fatire {uivante eft mife dans la bouche d’une princefle Arabe, ir«
ritée contre Amarah, chef d’une tribu voifine de la fienne & rival de fon
favori Antarah célébre héros & poéte. '

“ Cefle, O Amarahl cefle de troubler nos jeunes nymphes par tes
¢ vains foupirs, cefle de pourfuivre les filles de la beauté ;

¢ Car tu n’as jamais éprouvé les armes de I’ennemi; tu es fans valeur
. au jour du combat.

* Ne défire point de voir Abelah, crains d’y rencontrer fon amant
« femblable au lion des valldes. :

« Ton brillant cimeterre ne te fervira de rien pour I'acquérir, non plus
¢ que ton obfcure & tremblante lance.

¢ Abelah eft une jeune biche qui a captivé le caeur d'un lion par fes
*¢ yeux doux & languiffans.

#* Tu perfiftes encore dans ton vain amour pour clle; tu remplis tous
¢ les lieux d’alentour de tes plaintes.

* Mais n’approche pas de fa tente, trcmble qu’Antarah ne t'y prefénte
¢ Je vin pur de la mort;

« Et ne cefle de te frapper qu'xl n'ajt effacé les gaies nwances de ton
¢ manteau ;

“ Tandis que les jeunes filles de notre tribu feroient retentir de lenrs
¢ ris Jes échos des vallées & des collines ;

s Et te rendrojient la fable de toutes les compagmes. Ie jeu public des
¢ aflemblées du matin & du foir.

« Tu viens & nous dans un manteau de foic tiffu de diverfes couleurs,
& ennclu d’ornemens vanes,

« Mais prends garde que nous ne lﬁchxons contre toi un hon. la terreur
¢’ des lions de la vallée.

* Avec quel opprobre ne feras-tu pas regu quand tu té tetu'cras comme

- % un loup qui a manqué fa proie?
¢ Abelah
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g8 Abclah& fes. belles nymphes auro_nt 'Ia joie, dc te. ’y,ou' bleflé & challé
‘o6, honteufPmentts 1 . . il s SRR BNt I T

L Elles demenreront nonchalammeut penchces, &vcom:mueront dfe

<. %.oquer.de toi.en ces motsz . . . T~ T

] A.ma.rah eft lc premier des héros ; Je Jion de la forzt en: \{a.teun noe
“ mer copneufc en libéralité, ‘ S ' :

¢ Mais toi, tu es le plus mepnfable des chcfs & le plus fordxde dcs
“ bomoraes, <.

o Nous fommes fcmblﬁblcs h dcs ﬂcul'.s fraichcment éclofcs 3 notre fem ;

.. . % teur pdoriférante. c&ccl}cr]ela violette.... - . - Ca
s Abelah eft affift; an milieu de nous; & parfa ﬁature rc(femblc alarbre
s qui porte le baume précieux;. fa beauté eft comme 1a plcmq,lune
« ou le foleil étincelant. .
t "T'n .woudrpis. employer -1a: vxo;lence pour parvemr iclle.; mais th es
v 5% aufli Wil quiun chien, Aqvi aboi¢.: :
“ Meurs donc déﬂwnoré. our vis mfultp, nOus | krons, ,égalgment (2.
¢ tisfaites, & tu n'échapperas pas aux traits percans de nos re-
% proch¢S- L AR O T IO R T IS
! ' . RO I
On‘,trpuve pgu de {anres généxales €8 Arabe q\u pmﬂ'ent Etre. nuﬁi
Ju&emcnt cnmparees A celles de :Juvenal ‘& d'Horace,- que celle du
fameux poéme de Tograi, dans lequel il déclame, dans les plus peaux
accords Poiétiqucs ‘contre la perfidie du genre humain, & l¢ pen de foli-
dité dcs amis. _Les fatires dq Rahl Baodadxen Thusc font gdmirables. .

Dans le nombrc des poemes fatxrxques quen trouve en Pel:fa.n, un das
plus frappaos eft celui du grand Ferdufi, cantrg up. mx qul 5"attira £a
haine de 12 mamére qui, va €tre racontée., ; S

Mahmud, dont le pre nommé Sebe&wbm avoit éte sﬁ:lave, 'étoit
&levé au trdne par fa valeur &*fes brillantes qualités. 11 apprit que
Ferdufi avoit formé le deflein d’écrire un poEme fur Ies ancxcns rois de
Perfe. Auffitét le fultan mande le poite, le cajole, approuve le plan,

de
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de fon-ouvrage, & lui : promet .upne. magnifique : récompenfe lorfqu’if
Vaura fini. On prétend que Ferdufi travailla pendant trente ans‘3 fon
Chahnamé : ainfi rempli de confiance; il en préfenta i fon roi une cdpie
élégante. = Mais Mahmud avoit dans cet intervalle prété oreille aux
mahcleufes infinuations ‘de fon vnﬁr, T ennem1 de Perduf & ne daigna
pas faire attcnnon a lui. e

Cet illuftre malheureux, qui pendant la compofition de fon ouvrage
avoit totalement négligé le foin de fa fortune, & qui.s'attendoit i &tre
pour le moins créé Emir, :ticha de rappeler a-Mahmud. fes promefles
par quelques petites épigrammes qu'il eut foin de faire trouver fous fes
yeux, parmi lefquelles eft celle-ci : ' :

4 On dit que notre roi eft une mer fans bornes de libéralité ; heureux
1 ,
¢ ceux qui le trouvent ainfi! quant. moi, j'ai plongé dans cette
"¢ mer, & n'y ai pas rencontré une feule perle.” = - - .

Enfin le poéte, voyant que tous fes efforts étoient vains,. & qu'il
n'avoit rien 3 efpérer d’une cour ingrate, réfolut de la quitter, aprds
avoir médité une vengeance auffi plaifante qu'amére: la nuit d'avant
fon départ il remit entre les mains de ce favoridu roi qui I'avoit def-
fervi, un papier cacheté, -en lui difant que’ c’étoit une fable deftinde &
T'amufement de Mahmud, & le priant de ne la préfenter que lorfque
par I'embarras de quelques affaires d’état il feroit plus trifte & plus
penfif qu'a Pordinaire. . En effet, deux ou trois jours aprés le Vifir, ayant
trouvé fon maitre dans cette fituation defprit, lui remit Iécrit, qui de-
voit (felon Ferdufl) lui rendre fa gaieté naturelle; le roile décacheta, &

y trouva les plus mordantes inveétives contre lui-méme. Le poéte-dé-
bute froidement ; il raconte les promefles de Mahmud ; il fe plaint de
ce qu'il les a violées : enfin’ il éclate ainfi:

*#& Mais quelles vertus peut-on attendre de Mahmud ? lui dont le ceeur
o ‘eft fermé 2 la libéralité, )
[13 %c
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#..Que doit-on, efpérer.d'un tel roiy: qui n’ani Jugcmentg i morale.
“ religion? : Lol ;
« Le filsd'un efclave,,qumque paré d'un dxadéme, shontre: 3 la finla
« baffe(le de fon origine. x - Y i :
¢ Plantez dans le jardin’ du paradxs un arbre, dont le frmt foit amer ;-
* Faites-y rejaillir 'eau des fources de I'Eternité ;: arfofez: fes racines
“de miel &.de rayons de.miel : PR P USRS
% Ses qualités naturelles reviendront toujours, & apresjant ide foms it
.1 %’ne porteraque des fruitsamersJti. v un Lo L

¢ Placez fous le célefte paon l’o:uf d'un corbeau.. formé dans les té-

4 nébresy .- LT W e e e et
“ Quand il fera eclos, donniez au petit: des grams de figues : produites
« par le figuier d'Eden; -
¢ Faites-lui boire' d& Peau:de JSaIfeb(xl & quc l’anve,Gabnel fouﬁe
w6 faruiy ae o G e e :
“ Vous n’en perdrez pas moins vo$ peines, &: de l’muf d’un cmsbeaﬁ
- % vyous n’aurez qu’un corbeau.

3

¢ Mettez une jeune vipere fur. une couche de rofes; nournﬂ'ez-la. des

“ gouttes qui découlent de la fontaine de vie ;

 Elle ne s*adoucira pourtant jamais, & vous infeétera de fon venia.

“ Prenez un hibou dans la forét, placez-le dans les réduits charmans de
« votre jardin, laiffez-le pendant la nuit perché fur les rofiers, &
« fe vécréer parmi Tes hyacinthes ;

« Quand le jour déplofra fes rayonnantes ailes, il etcndm les: ﬁcnnes
¢’ pour retourner i-fa'native forét.” . - YL g

* Confidérez ces paroles de notre prophete 5 chaquc chofc retourne%
« fa fource.” . - IS - crann

 Paffez par la boutique d'un parfumeur, _votre veﬁe prendra Podéur
« de I'ambre-gris.

“ Traverfez la forge d'un forgeron, :& la vap:ur - charbon fomllera
¢ votre mantcau. m el

% Ne vous étonnez dont'point -des mauvax(és a&xons qu’un méchan:
“ homme commet 3 la nuit peut-elle changer fa couleur? *

“« N'at~
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s« N'attendez aucune libéralité d’una-ame baffé:le vxfage d un Etlno-
« pien peut-il devenir blanc?
« Il vaudroit mieux jeter de la pouﬁiere dans fes propres yeux que de
¢ louer un roi avare. :
“ O roi! f tu.avois été noble & gcnereux, fi ta avois marché dans le
¢ fentier de lavertu ; ‘ ‘
¢ Tu n’aurois point ainfi renverfé& mafortune, tu m’arois rcgardc d'uu
* il différent. . ' : .
“ O roi Mahmud! deftru@eur des armees, § te ne me crams pas,
¢ crains du moins I'ire du ciel. . .
« Pourquoi as-tu enflammé ma colére ? le fabre dévouttant de ﬁmc de
/% ma plume ne te fait-il pas trembler #*

Ferdufi aprds avoir ainfi foulagé fon cceur fe réfugia 3 Bagdad, ol le
Calife régnant lui accorda fa proteéhon, & il mourut quclques années
aptés dans fa patrie.

SECTION VIL .
~De leurs Phn/gyrigue;.

CE fera encore Ferdufi qui fournira ici I'exernple des poéfies en ce

genre. Quoiqu’il ne foit pas le premier ni le dernier poéte qui ait em-

ployé fon talent pour louer & pour déthonerer la méme perfonne, on

trouvera peut-étre aflez curieux de voir, aprés une telle fatire, un pané-

gyrique du méme auteur fur le méme Mahmud, roi de Perfe. S

.  Sous fon régne la Juﬁxce eft fi univerfelle, que la«meau & le Joup
“ boivent au méme ruiffeau.

. Depuis; Cachemir jufqu’a Ia mer de la Chine toutes les nations con=
“ feflent fa gloire. - .

- , . . % Dés
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e Des que'I'énfant 2 mouillé fes 1vres du lait de fa mere, 11 leve la
'« téte & prononce le nom dé Mahmud.
~ « Dans les banqucts Mahrmud eft un ciel de hberahtq, & un lxon ouun
- % dragon en un jour de bataille. ~ ~ © oo o
* % Quand il parcourt le jardin de rofcs, par-tout ol 11 paﬂ'e les lis' naxf-
' fent fous fes pieds. I IR
« Son éclat rend le monde femblable 3 aun bofquet du printemps’3 il
« adoucit I'air, il embellit la terre. -
«La rofée de fd générofité; en tombant fur la terrey la rend, en toutc
- ¢ fon étendue, {embla.ble ‘aux berceaux fleuris d’Irem;

On voit par cet effai de quélle maniére fervile les Afiatiques louent

& préfque déifient leurs monai'ques Il'eft inutile de s’étendre- davan-
tage fur ce fujet, dont on trouve affez d’exemplcs dans tous les- hvrcs
Orientaux, & "~ .~ = .

En général leurs ouvrages commencent”par les louanges de la divi-
nité, enfuite viennent celfes 'dé leur ‘prophite: & puis de leurs protecs
teurs, comme on peut le voir dans le Buftan de Sadl, dont le commence-
anent eft traduit par Chardin. -+ 1@ -

- Les poémes d’Abulola font ce qu'il y 2 de plus beau & de plus animé
en ce genre dans la langue Arabe. Ils reflemblent aux odes de Pid-

dare, & le génie du poéte Arabe paroit le méme que ‘celui du poete )

Grec, La premitre ode d’Abulola débute par: quelques réflexions fur
les apparences décevantes des objets extérieurs; enfuite le poEte raconte
fes voyages, &, par une d:o'.reﬁion naturelle, en.vient &, Péloge du
prince Said (mot qui fignific hcureux) . :

“ Les jeunes filles nous demanderent ce que nous cherchions; nous
% leur. rcpomhmes, Said, & le nom de ce prince fut d’'un hesreux
« préfage. R . . R
. YOL. V.- ) 3 Q : « Ce
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* Ce héros pourfuit fes ennemis fur fon courfier léger; & il forme des
. foréts épaifles de fes longues lances. ‘

“ Ses arcs tirés par larcher s'empreflent de fixer leurs traits dans le
¢ coeur de fes ennemis, & fes fabres s’élantent hors de leurs foure
“ reaux contre les cous de fes adverfaires. » S

“ Ses courfiers fe jettent d’eux-mémes dans la mélée, & rien ne peut’

© % égaler Jeur légéreté.”

Aptés envirod une vingtaine de trés-beaux vers, Abulola paffe aw
récit de fes avantures & de fesamours. Il pourfuit, en cenfurant la tribu
Bedia, & oppofe & fa baflefle Ia libéralité & la grandeur de fon prince.

«..Mais, dans la tribu'd’Adi, il eft un prince qui n'attend pas qwon lyi

< demande des faveurs, il les canfére fans en étre requis.

Les Pléiades craignent fa lance; & le foleil, aprés avoir commencé

 fa courfe, voudroit retourner & I'Orient pour ne pas s’expofer &

. o paffer fur fa téte. :

¢ Son-courfier accomplit le travail qui lui eft prefcrit avec une incama

¢t parable vitefle, & lorfqu’il eft pouff¢ A travers le champ de bataille; -

 le fang qu’il foule rend la corne de fes pie&s femblable 4 une cor-

¢ naline rouge.

Ce cheval 2 une plus haite origine que le courﬁer Alwagih, il def=

¢ cend d’une noble race, -

Chaque boucle de cheveux de nos jeunes beautés languit d’étre la

¢ chaine de fes pieds, & l'or étincelant défire d’en orner les cornes.

“ O Said! quand la nature a befoin des rafraichiffantes ondées, ce

"¢ n'eft point ‘des nuages, c’eft de tes mains qu'clle en attend les

s« précienfes gouttes, .

« Quand les zéphyrs foufflent au couchant, dis-leur, Allez, & ils vo-

"4 leront au nord. o

¢ J'en jure par le ciel, fi tu étois en coldre contre la montagne Tabir,
¢ elle changeroit de place.

[1

Y

-

¢

-

-

“ §i
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“ Si ton cimeterre étoit amoureux des cous de tes ennemis, il jouis
¢ roit bient6t de l'ob}et de fes défirs.

¢ Quand ton fabre eft revéty de forl reluxﬁ\/ht fourreau, il.femble qu'il
s¢ eft couvert des étoiles de la nuit, & que la lune lui fert de fandale.

¢ Sur fa lame on voit deux élémens contraires; V'ead, quand les clairs °

‘¢ rayons du jour s’y jouent ; .& Jle feu, :quand il étincelle de fureur.
% Ses deux tranchans font deux langues éloquentes, qui prononcent la
« harangue non préméditée de la mort.
¢ Quand le prince tire ce. fabte Jl bdllé.comme une vapeur célefte
« dans le défert,, & la mort empourprée fe coule fur fa lame.
« Ce Tabre. forid toute. édirafle; % diffout les -aifres clmateires de
« quelque trempe qu'ils foient..
¢ Il prend chaque edtre dé shiailles pour un étang, & ,l,anu'uxt;d' tancher
¢ fa foif avec. lés’ anucaux entrelaces delarmurel”
. ! Pyt AR
Ce fera peut-&tre un-fyjet de cuneufesi fEéculanous. pout Quelques-
uns d’apprendre, que ce poeté hardi & fiblime etmt aVeuo'le depuis fon

enfance,

Il auroit ¢t facile de donner plufieurs hutres exemples {ut les divers
gehres de potfic Orientale dont on a traité; mais on aura aflcz rempli
le but qu'on s’étoit propafé, fi, par ce qui en a ét¢ dit, le Jecteur eft
excité & 'étude.des. Jangues: Orientales, ‘étude plus facile, - plug inftruc-
tive, & plus amufante que le préjugé commun ne le laiffe imainer.

ODES.
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ODE D’'HAF1Z,
Citée dans I Hiffoire de Nader Chab, Livre IL. Chapitre XII.

QUOIQUE Ie vin ici répande Pallegreffe,

Et quoiqu’autour de vous les careffans Zéphyrs,
En agitant les Fleurs, invitent aux plaifirs,
‘Prenez difcrétement la Coupe enchanterefle ;
N’accordez point vos Luths, modérez vos défirs,
Car le Cenfeur punit {éverement I'Ivrefle.

Si la vive couleur de ce Jus déle@able
Brille dans le Criftal, de fon éclat jaloux,
Et fi vous jouiflez du bonheur le plus doux
"Dans les bras d’un Objet auffi tendre qu'aimable;
Laiflez & la Prudence un jufte droit fur vous,
Car le temps eft critique, & le péril palpable.

Loin, avec ce flacon, de vous laiffer furprendre,
Dérobez avec foin fa vue A 'eil malin; - -
Car, en ces triftes jours, un barbare deftin
Exerce fa fureur: rien né peut vous défendre;
Autant que vous verfez de gouttes de ce vin,
Autant de fang humain il fe plait 4 répandre.

N'efpérez
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N’efpérez pas jouir d’une tranquille vie,
Et craignez la Fortune au Sein de fes faveurs:
Elle n’offre & vos yeux que trompeufes.douceurs ;
Cette Coupe en fes mains, qui vous paroit remplie
Des plus excellens Vins, des plus riches Liqueurs,
-Ne vous préfente an fond qu’une inﬁpide Lie.

Je pleure, & mes habits font mouillés de mes larmes,
Qui, reflemblant au Vin épais & rougiffant,
Expriment la douleur que,mon ame reflent;

‘Contre foi c’eft le temps qu'on doit prendre les armes,
C’eft le temps d’immoley un plaifir innocent, * N
Et de ne s'occuper que de Saintes alarmies.

O Hariz! toi que Fars, toi qu'Irax admirérent,
Quand de tes vers touchans les fons mélodieux -
T’armérent d’un pouvoir divin, viftorieux,

Et ces fameux pays 2 la fois fubjugurent;
Héte-toi, viens cueillir les lauriers glorieux,
Qu'A Bacpap, qud TAuRIs, les cieux te réfervérent,

ODE D’HAFIZ.
AMIS, ceftla faifon des Rofes, -

Livrons-nous & tous nos défirs; -
Ne craignons point fur nos plaifirs
Du favc & du Vicillard les glofes 3
Ne difent-ils pas ; tout périt;
Profitez, jeunefle égdre, =
De cette Saifon paflagére
O la nature vous fourit,

Page 444

Encor
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Encor du Vin, "mettons en vente
Ces Tapis o, fur nos genoux,
Nous demandions ces biens fi douy,
Dont le Ciel comble notre attente.
Ah! que Tair eft voluptueux !
Deftin, daps ces charmans afiles, -
Fais que quelques beautés dociles.
De ce vin partage les feux.

A nous réjouir tout invite ;-
Ici nous bravons les rigueurs
Que la Fortune en fes erreurs

Exerce contre le mérite. -

La Rofe nait autour de nous;
Accordons Ia Harpe & la Lyre,
Et, dans livrefle & le délire,

De I’ Amour repouflons les Coups.

Har1z, d'un étrange filence
Ne te laifle point accufer,
Dans le temps ol de tout ofer
Chacun fe donne la Licence,
Toi, Roflignol mélodieux,
Pourrois-tu paffer, bouche clofe,
L’aimable Saifon de¢ la Rofe,
Et perdre ce temps précieux ?

ODE D'HAFIZ.
O Douce haleine de Zéphire!
C’eft de I’Objet de mon ardeur

Que vient ton parfum enchanteur,

Avec tranfport je le refpire.

Mais
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Mais ce don fi cher 4 mes veeux
. Eft un larcin que je t'envie,-
Ah! redoute ma jaloufie!
Pourquoi toucher fes beaux cheveux?

O Rofe! auprés de fon vifage
Ofes-tu montrer ta beauté # |
Tout en lui n’eft que volupté,
Mille épines font ton partage.
Boutons fleuris! par quele erreur
A fes joues I'on vous compare 2
Un éternel Printemps les pare,
Un jour flétsit votre couleur.

Narciffe, as-tu rien qui I'égale ?
Ses yeux dans leurs feux Janguiffans
Lancent d’Amour les traits puiffans,
“Ta couleur eft ternie & ple.

O Pins! qui nos jardins parez,
De votre ondoyante verdure,
A fon élégante Stature
Pouvez-vous étre compards 2

O quel bien voudrois-tu, mon ame,’ .
Si, fur tous, tu pouvois choifir ¥
Tu préférerois le plaifir
Drun retour parfait A ta flamme.
Viens, cher Objet de mon amour,
Viens par ton aimable préfence
Finir ma cruelle fouffrance, ]
" Donne-moi du moias un beau jour,

- 487
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LES DIX ODES D’HAFIZ.

ODE I

COURONNE de Rofe & de Lierre ;-
L’Objet de mes veeux dans mes bras;
Je commande dans ce repas -
Au Maitre de la Terre-entiére.
Point de Flambeaux dans #e réduit.
C’eft de cette Face charmante,
En fa pleine Lune éclatante,
Que vient la clarté qui nous luit.

Quoi! des Parfiims dans cette Salle!
Eteins ces inutiles feux; -
Que ’Ambre de tes beaux cheveux
Soit la feule odeur qui s’exhale.

Pour affaifonner nos plaifirs
Miel & Sucre font inutiles s
Tes 12vres en douceurs fertiles
Seules excitent mes défirs.

Bien qu'ici le Vin on tolere,
Sans toi, Cypres, dont les couleurs
Ont éclat des plus belles fleurs,
Toute liqueur me femble amére:
Quand tu n’éclaires point ces lieux
Des doux rayons de ton vifage,

Les plaifirs r’ont rien qui m’engage,
Et je me cache.3 tous les yeux.

Pourquoi
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Pourqtioi parler de-renommée !
Je méprife I'ambition. :
Que fert de me citer mon nom ?
La Gloire n'eft qu'une fumée.
Entendre ou la Harpe ou le Luth,
Regarder ta bouche vermeille,
Jeter les yeux fur ma bouteille,
Voild de mes défirs le but.

Ah! fi nous fommes tqut enfemble-
" Buveurs obftinés, amoureux;
Si notre cil exprime nos feux,
“Qui dans ces points ne nous reflemble ?
Nous accufer aux Magiftrats
Ce feroient plaintes importunes
Toutes ces fautes font communes,
A tout fge, & dans tous états..

C’eft ici la Saifon nouvelle,
L’aimable Féte du Printemps;
Le Jafmin offre fon encens;

De rofes la terre étincelle.

Hariz veut paffer ces beaux jours,
Ces jours de joie & d’allégrefle,
Avec du vin & {a maitrefle,

Les Jeux, les Ris, & ‘les Amours.

VOL. V. . 3z ODE
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ODE II
HONNEUR 4 toi, belle contrée
Cuiraz! {éjour délicieux!
Qu'A jamais la faveur des cieux,
Préferve ta terre facrée!
O Rocnagap! puiflent tes eanx,
O Pon puife Ia longue vie,
Qui rend KuepHER digne d’envie,
Se conferver en clairs Ruiffeaux.
-
GIAPERABAD ! de tes Allées,
De tes verts Sentiers, MoseLLA !
Nul Parfum jamais n’égala
Les douces odeurs exhalées ¢
Hitez-vous, venez i CHIRAZ,
Vous tous qui cherchez les délices:
Rendez fes Habitans propices ;
Ils ont des Anges les appas.

Du Sucre dont I’'EcypTE abonde,

O vous qui vantez la douceur !

Venez connoitre votre erreur,
Dans cette Ville fans feconde :
De fes Prés parcourez 1'émail ;
Volez a4 fes Nymphes charmantes,
Et de leurs Idvres féduifantes -
Preflez le tendre & doux Corail.

- Et toi, rivale de Zéphire,

Aure * du matin des Plaifirs,

Que fait I’Objet de mes défirs,
Quand pour fes charmes je foupire?

* Voyez la note, page 228.

Mais
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Mais pourquoi d’un heureux fommeil -
As-tu diffipé le rivage ?
J’y jouiflois de fon image,

‘Qui vient de fuir 3 mon réveil.

Chére Aure *, fois ma Meffagére, -
Dis 2 I'Objet de mon Ardeur,
Que #'il veut le fang de mon ceeur,’
Ma main auffitét pour lui plaire,
Le répandant & fon fouhait,
1 P'auroit en méme abondance,

- Que fa Mére, en fa tendre énfance, -

L laiffoit prendre de fon lait.

Hariz, quand le poids de I'abfence
Ton trifte cceur tient oppreflé ;
Quand, par le Deftin. menacé,

Il craint une longue fouffrance;

. Songe 2 ces temps délicieux,

Ou Yaimable Objet de ta flamme
De plaifir envivroit ton ame,
Et de ces temps rends grice aux Cieux.,

ODE III.
PORTE ces Coupes 4 la ronde,
Gargon, verfe, verfe du vin;

. Contre I’amour eft-il au monde

Un reméde plus Souverain ? : )

* Voyes Ia note, p. 328,

401 .
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La Coupe & le Jus de la Treille,
Semblent la Lune &’le Soleil;
Cet Aftre 3 la couleur vermeille’
Mé;ite un Cercle fans pareil.-

Viens, répands les liquides flammes
De ce Vin pur, étincelant;
Sans laiffer attrifter nos ames,
Jouiffons de ce doux inftant,
Si la Rofe perd fa nuance,
Apporte ce vin coloré s -
Qu’au bruit des coupes le Silence
Du Roffignol foit réparé.

Ah! que la Fortune ennemie
Ne trouble pas notre repos!
Ce doux Luth par fon harmonie
Doit nous faire oublier nos maux.
Bientdt dans un Songe agréable
Je verrai I'Objet de mes voeux,
Qu’a grands flots, ce Jus déleftable”
Avance ces momens heureux.

Contre ma frénétique ivrefle
Quels fecours pourroit-on trouver ?
Verfer, verfer du vin fans cefle
Eft le moyen de me fauver.

Dans cette liqueur falutaire
Hari1z veut perdre fa Raifon,
Et laiffer au Cenfeur {évére
Le foin de I'approuver ou non.

ODE
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ODE I7:

CE Jour eft e Jour des plaifirs,
- Du Printemps c’eft la Féte; -

Le Sort foumis A nos défirs,
A les combler s’appréte.

O toi, Lune, époufe des Cieux!
Queé tes clartés nouvelles

Sa cachent & I'éclat des yeux
De 1a Belle des Belles |

Quand le Roffignol par fon chant,
Si rempli de tendrefle,
Pour faluer le doux Printemps
Au point du jour s'emprefle
Dis au Cenfeur, peux-tu blimer
La folatre jeunefle 2
Qui pafle ce jour fans aimer,
Sans Vin, ‘& fans Maitreffe ?

Vois od le Derviche prudent '
Va pafer fa journée; -
Seroit-ce comme auparavant
Au fond d’une Mofquée ?
Non, c’eft au coin d*un cabaret
Que le plaifir I'enchainé,
Affis auprés d'un tendre Qbjet,
Sa, Coupe toujours pleine..

Qu'on annonce i tout I'Univers,
Qu’en ce jour déleftable

Har1z joint les charmes divers
D’Amour & de la Table:

403
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Ses yeux fixés avec tranfport
Sur fa divine Amante; .
Et fes Rvres {ur le doux bord

De fa Coupe brillante. .

*ODE /.
C’EST 3 toi, Matineux Zéphire,
A m’apprendre dans quels climats

"On voit les raviffans appas

De I'Objet pour qui je foupire.

Dans quels lieux, bravant les rigueurs
De mon implacable Fortune,
Trouverai-je la belle Lune

Qui détruit fes admirateurs?

La Nuit étend fes Voiles Sombres ;
Sur la Terre eft femé Peffroi 5
A1MAN préfente devant moi

" Sa Vallée & fes triftes Ombres:

O1 fe cachent les brillans feux
Dont on vit ces plaines reluire ?
Hélas! qui voudra me conduire
Vers P'Objet de mes tendres veeux ?

D’infenfés I'Univers abonde,
L’Homme bientdt perd fa Raifon ;
On en voit dans cette Saifon,-

Qui cherchent un fage 3 la ronde.
Heureux qui pénétre Iobjet
Du fens caché de. mes paroles,

-Celui qui les trouve frivoles

Sauroit-il garder le Secret?



TRAITE SURCLA POESIE ORIENTALE. !

J'ai mille-amoureufes affaires:
A régler avec tes cheveux,. .

Ol fommes nous? Cenftur ficheux, .

O\ font tes reproches féyéres 1
Ah? jyai perdu le jugement !

De tes trefles I'aimable chalne

A toute heure vers tol m’entraine &
Ol revoir ce lien charmantl.

En vain aux plaifirs tout convie,
Les Danfes, le Vin coloré,
Les Rofes, tout eft préparé,
Sans toi qu'imparfaite eft la viel
O te chercher, Objet chéril
En vain HaFr1z dans ces Bocages -
Se trouve 2 I'abri des Orages,
L’Epine eft au Rofier fleuri..

. ODE VI
AH! que ta forme eft féduifinte !

Que ton efprit eft enchanteur!
I pofséde autant de douceur, *
Qu’a d'attraits la Rofc naiffante.
On peut comparer ta beauté
Aux Cyprés du Jardin Célefte ;
La gréce de ton moindre gefte
Remplit mon ceeur de Volupté.

Que de ton tendre badinage.
Les charmes font déhcieux |

Qu'ils font beaux tes fourcils ! tes yeux !

Et que parfait eft ton vifage !

395
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Par toi, d’un nouvel agrément; -
S’embellit I'émaillé Parterre ; -
Le Zéphyr embaume la Tetre- - -
Du Mufc qu’en tes trefles il prend.

Dans le fentier d’amour fe trouve
D’angoifies le Torrent fatal,
‘Ton amitié charme le mal
Qu’a furmonter fes flots j"éprouve 3
Et lor{"qu'i tes yeux je me meurs,
De ton pouvoir merveille étrange!
Un feul de tes doux regards change
En plaifirs toutes mes douleurs.

Bien qu’au noir Défert de I'abfence:
De toutes parts foit le danger,
Ton Hariz ofe y voyager,
Et quoique timide il avance.
Sous fes. pas que guide I'amour,
La route devient praticable,
Il fe Ja rend méme agréable
En efpérant ton prompt retour..

ODE VIIL
VIENS, j’apercois dans P'inftant
Sur cet aimable vifage;
Le Zéphire careflant
Fixer fon humeur volage ;"
Dans fes foins empreflés
.11 ¢’y plait, il s’y joue; °
_Tous les ceeurs font bleflés
Par cette belle Joue.
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Les raviffantes beautés
De ces Vierges nompareilles,-
Et leurs appas fi vantés,
Du paradis les merveilles,.
> Sont étranges récits
Que raifon défavoue,
_ Mais ils font éclaircis
Par cette belle Joue.

Sais-tu que le Mufc‘famégx,
Dont s’enorgueillit la Cring,
Du parfum de fes cheveux.
Regoit fon odeur divine ..
_La douceur dont FAmour
Ce rare parfum doue,
Ces trefles 2 leur tour
L’ont prife 2 cette Joue,

Ex

Qui le Pin comparera.

A cette Taille élégante,

Auffité®le trouvera

Semblable 4 I'Herbe ramppnte.
La Rofe de dépit,
Quoique chacun Ia loue,
Se penche & fe fiétrit ™
Auprés de cette Joue.

Voxs-tu jaunir le Jaﬁnm,
Sécher, fe mourir d’envie? .
C'eft la blancheur de ce Sein
Qui caufe fa jaloufie.

VOL. 'V, - 38 . " L*Amaranthe,
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L’Amaranthe en courroux,
En fe fanant avoue,

Que Iéclat le plus doux
Le céde A cette Joue.

Les flammes dont le Soleil
A nos yeux brille, étincelle,
De ce Vifage vermeil
“T'irent une ardeur nouvelle: |
’ ILa Lune au Firmament
Son Char radieux cloue,
A Tafpe&t éclatant-
De cette belle Joue.

Les Ruiffeaux qui font fortis
Des pures Sources de vie,
Coulent dans les vers ’HaF1z
Qu'ils rendent dignes d’envie :
Tel le fang de fon coeur -
En bouillonnant avoue,
Le pouvoir enchanteur,
Qu'a fur 1 cette Joue:

Page 469. ODE /III

TON Vifage a I'éclat dont la Lune étincelle,
Et du Printemps la volupté;

Ta Joue & ton Souris, dans’leur grice nouvelle,
Sont le centre de la Beauté.
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De tes yeux languiffans la magie charmante
" Tient mon cceur fans ceffe enchanté ;
De tes brillans cheveux chaque boucle ondoyantg
Eft le f¢jour de la Beayté, )
Sur T'Horizon d’Amour, quet Aftre & toi femblable:
A jamais au Ciel éclaté?
A ta taille, quel Pin fut jamais comparable -
. Sur le terrain de la Beauté! .

Ces jours, ces heureux jours, dont ’Amour eft Ie maitre,
Tiennent leur prix de ta bonté:

Tes attraits, ta dougeur,, dopnent un nouvel etre» :
A la Saifon de la Beauté.

.
Dans ce Piége doré, tes treffes qu’on admire,
Ah! quel cceur n'eft pas arrété !
Et qui, comme I'Oifean que le Miroir attire,
N’eft le captif de la Beauté! .

Nature te chérit, elle choifit ton ame

Dans le Sein de  PEternite,
Sans ceflc elle entretient fa pure & douce flamme
. Dans le Giron de la Beauté. :

Ainfi de la Tulipe, en tous lieux fi prifée,
Se conferve I'éclat vanté,

Par les Ondes de vie A toute heufe arrofée
Aux bords fleuris de la Beauté. o

Si I'amoureux Hariz, fans fe laffer, te loue,
C'eft I'encens de la vérité ;
11 foutiendra toujours que ta vermeille joue
Eft le palais de la Beanté. | Y

ODE

409
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ODE IX.

LA Beauté que mon ceeur adore,
Qui de 1a Rofe a les attraits,
Comme elle, eft fous ombrage frais
D’Hyacinthes qu’Amour colore.

Ses joues ont plis de clarté
Que les Ruiffeaux ol 'on fe mire;

Et fa belle bouche refpire
Le foufle de la volupté,

Lorfqu’elle tend fur fon vjfage
Le piége de fes beaux chevenx,
Elle dit au Zéphyr heureux
Garde le fecret & fois fage.

Ne peut-on dreffer des Autels
A cette incomparable belle ?
O Cicl! rends fa vie éternelle,
Car fes appas font immortels.

Quand je m’enflammai pour fes charmes,
Je me difois avec foupirs,
Cette perle de mes défirs
Va me cofiter bien des alarmes!
Si cette mer étoit fans fond,
Battu de fes vagues fans cefle,
Trouverois-je cette richefle
Dans un abyme fi profond?.

Jette, jette du vin A terre 3
‘Tel fut le fort de ces Héros,
Qui b’eurent jamais de repos,
Redoutables foudres de guerre :
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De GeMcHID & de CAIKHOSRU -
Le pouvoir n’eft plus qu'ung fable;
Quoique Jadxs fi formidable'

A I'Univers il ait paru..

Quand je contemple‘ta. Stature
Sk femblable i Valtier Cyprés ;
Quand j'ofe I'admirer de prés,.
Ne le prends pas pour une mjurc.
A ta Source je veux m’afleoir;
C’eft dans fon eau paifible & clalrc -
Queft le reméde falutaire
Au mal qui fait ‘mon d‘fé_fpoin

Veux-tu m’arréter dans ta chatne?
Hite-toi d’en ferrer les nceuds; - -
- Les délais trainent aprés,cux )
Trop de malheur & trop de peine.
Epargne-moi la cruauté
Des fléches que 'abfence darde,
Si tu veux que le Ciel te garde
De P'ceil de la malignité.:

Quand la Rofe qui vient d’élore,
Tendre Roflignol, te fourit 3
Quand & tes yeux elle fleurit,

Et des plus doux feux fe colore,
Ah! crains mille piéges divers}
On doit peu compter fur la Rofe,
Quoiqu’en elle fe trouve enclofe
La beauté de tout I'Univers.

Ma.
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Ma Maitrefle boit 3 la ronde,
Et n’a pour moi que du dédain;
Viens, Ordonnateur du feftin,

" Viens, & ma vengeance feconde :
- hdd M ‘. . .
Nul cceur n’échappe aux doux attraits

De la moindre de fes ‘eeillades,
Elle drefle fes embufcades,
Et fans cefle ajuﬁe fes traits.

A 1a Courr de ta bien-aimée
Hariz, queft-il donc arrivé?
Les Rois en baifent le pavé,
Toute la ville eft alarmée.
De ton fort quelle eft la rigu‘eur?
L’objet qui ces beaux feux allume
Remplit ton ame d’amertume,

 Quand fa bouche a tant de‘ douceur.

ODE X. -

O TOI, léger & donx Zéphire,
Quand tu pafles par le f&jour -
O I'objet de mon tendre amour
Entouré des grices refpire,
Fais qu’au retour, felon mes veeux,
Ton haleine foit parfumée
De cette fenteur embaumée
Qu’épand Pambre de fes cheveux.

Que de fon fouffle favorable

Mon étre feroit ranimé,.

Si par toi de mon bien-aimé
J'avois un meffage agréable !

Si
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- $i trop foible tu ne peux pas
Porter ce poids, & ma pridre =~
-Jette fur moi de la pouflidre,

.Que tu recugilles fous fes pas._

Mon ame languit dans I'attente

De fon retour fi défiré,

Ah 1. quand ce vifage adoré
Viendra-t-il la rendre contente.?

Le pin fut moins haut que mon cceur,
A préfent au faule femblable,

Pour cet objet incomparable

11 tremble d’amoureufg ardeur.

Quoijgue celui que mon ceeur aime,
* Pour ma tendrefle ait peu d’4gards,

Hélas ! pour un de fes Wgards. ‘
Je donnerois P'univers méme. -
Que ce feroit un bien pour moi,
Puifqu'a fes pieds le fort m’enchaine,
De n’avoir d’autre foin ni peine,

. Dewme vivre que pour mon Roi!

503
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"DISSERTATION

.-SUR

LA LITTERATURE ORIENTALE.

' UN roi de Siam ne pouvoit pas s’imaginer qu’il y et dans le 'monde
. un autre royaume que le fien. Il avoit, & la vérité, oui parler d’une
race d’animaux qui habitoient I'Occident ; mais il n’en avoit jamais
yu: car ce n’étoit point 3 lui que Louis XIV. envoya des miffionnaires
avec la fingulitre. propofition d'aboliy le culte de fes ancétres, et de
croire & des myfteres malgré lui. *.Ses courtifans lui difoient que cette
race n’étoit qu'une racé de finges; fes. prétrés: ajoutoient qu’elle n’ad-
mettoit ‘pas Jes :métamorphofes du grand Fum Chi Ham; et fes phi-
lofophes affuroient, ‘que, felon .des tradmons trés-ariciennes, chaque
habitant de ce pays barbare n’avoit qu'un il au milieu du front. Le
{01 ayant (comme:il: le-devoit) alouté foi & ces difcours, ce fut depuis
un dogime. :fondamental : des: Siamois que les Occidentaux n’avoient
qu'un il. " Nous fornmes 3 I’égard des Orientaux 4 peu prés dans le
cas ol les habitans de Siam étoxent au notre. - Si le peu que nous con-
noiffons de leur figure nous empéche de dire qu'ils n’ont qu'un ceil,
pous faifons pis, car nous leur dénions le godt et 'ame.

L'abfurdité du vulgaire de traiter avec mépris ‘des nations éclairées
parce qu’itignore leur mérite, eft femblable 2 celle de fuppofer que la
lumidre cefleroit au deld de notre petit horizon. - Tels font;: pourtant,
les préjugés humains, ct Iaveuglement ol ils ‘nqus plongent ; mais nc
feroit-il pas poffible de les diffiper dans le'cas dont il s’agit ! Ne peut-

a : * on
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on pas du.moins prouver combien ils font mal fondés? C'eft ce qu'on'

Ae propofe. d’effayer, et d’;}(ﬂWLﬁQW ‘qqu;e’ diﬂ'ertation.

Touﬂe qa littérature confifte en troxs branches ; Phiftoire, foit civile,
foit- naturelle la philofophie, foit qu ’elle ait pour objet la connoiffance
de 'homme, foit qu'elle étende fa vue fur tout Punivers; la poéfie,
foit qu'elle parle le* Jangage des pai’ﬁons xmpctueufes, Yot qu’elle nous
fafle Ia defeription pittorefque de la belle nature, ou le récit métrique
-de quelque adtion intéreffante. .

Tout le monde eft unanime fur P'utilité de Ihiftoire, et de la phdo-
fophie; il n'en eft pas de méme fur la poéfie, et les ouvrages: de . pure
imagination, Ce qui n'eft qu’un amufement, vous dira un raifonneur
févére, ce qui ne contribue en ri¢n aux vestus morales, dait étre. pras
ferit ‘d’une bonne éducation., Si cette maxime, digne d'un Vifigath,
étoit regue fans étre difcutds, qu'e deviendraient leg belles-lettres et les
beaux-arts? Répliquera-t-on que la vie eft courte, que le temps eft pré-
cieux? On pourroit répondre A cela,, que, pour la plupart des hommes,
la vie eft miférable et le temps ennuyeux, et que ce n’eft qu'un tiffis.
d’amufemens qui nous fait fupporter avec moins ¢'amertume le mal de
vivre. Mais il vaut mieux envifager les chofes fous un afpeét plus
riant, fans étre moins utile. Il vaut mieux prouver que Famour des
belles-lettres eft la meilleure seffource que neus ayens contre les pafe
fions qui nous affiégent fans ceffe, et contre les amorces. du vice. .En
effet, parcourons d’un ceil tranquille les diverfes clafles d’hommes,
nous les verrons perpétuellement occupés de - divertiffemens frivoles,
dans Pefpoir de fe fouftraire & leurs propres réflexions; ils cherchent,
dans le jeu, dans I'dtourdiffement des plaifirs bruyans, dans les grof-
fitres voluptés, le bonheur qui, comme leur ombre, s’¢loigne d’cux
 chaque pas qu'ils font pour s'en apprecher. L'homme de lettres,
au contraire, fubjugue le vice en fuyant les chemins trop frayés qui
y conduifent; il ne prétend® point anéantir fes paffions, mais il fait
Igs diriger 3 fon temps n'a aucun vide, il s’occupe toujours, et ne s'en-

* nuye
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nuye jamais = Ja- folitude n'a rien.de trifte pour Jui; s'il ef¥ aifaxlh par
que)que tempéte. foy cceur!n’en demenre pas moins calms ‘et pmﬁble;
&'il erre parmi fes rochers, fa- gaietd- ordinaire Y'accompagney avec ua
viflige frieux, il-a un efprit enjoué’; il attend avec réfignatiant d'étre
éclairé par la ‘moit, -ow plutdt par une: nouyelle vie, fur les vérités
dont il n aperqmt que Ja lueur. : ‘

N S S G L : .

Q'am.‘ aux’ dano'ers at:tnbués i fa- poeﬁe, par: la crainte deﬁ}ueh
on voudroit nous pnver de cette aimable fleur de toutes les fciences,
~ ils font ehimériques. : ‘Le poéte, -qui peint le défordrey’ et 12 fougue des
paffions, n’en donne pas un tableau fort féduifant; et celui qui ex<
prime les ‘tendres fentimens! n’eft point & redouter, pquux.b pasle le
lahgage  de ‘la’ nature,’ auguel }a faine philofophie n’a’ _]amaxs fermd
Poreille.  Dailleurs,:la plupart de nos‘hbeftms favent ¥ pemc ce que
ceft que la poeﬁe, et le libertinage ncn ¥a pas moins fon train. -On
n’a jamais vu quun jeune homme zut &té excité 2 la débauche par,
vn roman de chevalerie, ni méme par une ode d’Anacreon. Aprés
avoir lu Y'Arcadie de Sidney; cet duvrage délicieux, nous n'irons pas
chercher une’ Pamela ¢t une Philoclée parmi les filles perdues s nous
fious flatterions, tout au plus, de trouver quelque reflemblance 3 ces
&tres fi parfaits et fi imaginaires parmi les femmes vertueufes.

! En voild iffez, et peut-&tre trop, pour I'apologic de Iz littératire
en général ; ‘nous n’em dirons jamais plus quxl ne faut fur celle des
Onentaux en particulier. :

Examinons done les ouvrages de ces petples fur ces trois fujets 3 Ihif=
toire, la philofophie, et la pogha. : .
On ne fauroit difconvenir que 'Afie n'ait été le thédtre de plufieurs
événemens mémorables; qu'elle ne foit ornée des plus belles produc-
tions de Ia nature; qu’elle .n’ait & illufirée par un grand nombre de
guerriers cxpérimenyds, de fages confeillers, de rois vertueux. 11 fuffit
donc
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donc aux hiftoriens Afiatiques d’étre éclairés, et fans prévention, pour
que leurs hiftoires foient intéreflantes. Il y a plus; elles font aufii
élegantesz ue fublimes. . Les narrations séches: & infipides prennent,
fous la: plume de ces puiffans génies, des beautés et des charmes. On
ne doit pas juger de ce que :nous avangons ici par.l'hiftoire de Nader
Chah qu'on vient d’imprimer 3 Londres; la fécherefle et la mono-
tonie étoient inévitables dans un fujet traité comme un journal mili-.
taire :- mais.c’eft un recueil précicux de matériaux pour une hiftoire
raxfonnee de Phomme le plus.extraordinaire .qui ait paru dans ce ficcle,
fansen excepte: legs-deux fameux rivaux Charle_s_ XII. et Pierre le Grand,
Mais que ‘pourroit-on objecter contre. lh1ﬁoxre de Tamerlan écnte
par Ebn Abi Arabchah, lacluelle eft entre les mains de tous les favans,
et donc le public méme a cu quelque idée par la traduéhon dc M.

Vattier ? . 14!

»

» ’ .
Pour apprécier équitablement le mérite, des hiftoires Orientales, . il

faut lire les ceuvres d’Aboulfeda le Xenophon de I'Orient, & d'Isfahani
qui en eft le Thucydide; et pour avoir: une idée de Ia fécondité de ces.
hiftoriens, on n’a qu'a feuilleter les volumes immenfes de Mirkhond et
de Novei.ri.'

- En matiére de philofophie morale les Orientaux ne cédent le prix 4
nulle autre nation; témoin I'excellent livre de Calileh va Demnah, qui
a été traduit dans toutes les langues connues. - L'imitation Perfane de
cet ouvrage par Cachefi, ainfi que celle en Turc par Ali Tchelebi, eft
embellie de toutes les fleurs de la rhétorique Orientale,

11 faut avouer que les fciences abftraites ne font, pour ainfi &ire, que
~dans leur.berceau chez 'les Afiatiques, mais nous n’avons pas befoin
dy rccqu:ir;;pend;xlt que’ nous ‘avons les précieux volumes de New-
ton, de Leibpitz, d¢ Wallis,.de Halley,.de Bernouilli, et de plufieurs
autres qui laiffent bien loin derriére,eux les Arghimédes et les Pto-

lemées.
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femées,, . Ce, n'eft pas. queles Qrientaux.n'ayent eu de trés-habiles ma«,

thématiciens; et d" excelleng ;aﬁronomcs § mais ces {ciences n'ont jamais
attcmt, parmi-gux,, au, point, de- perfe@ion ol les grands hommes dont
oft vient de parler les ont élevées. S

Tout le moude a.0ul parler des médecms Arabes, mais l'auteur n'a
lu qu'un feul de leurs ouvrages *; et -n’ofe prononcer i ce fujet ; il fait
feulement que le nom célébre d°Abou Sina ne fera pas. facilement oubhe.

_ L’Afie produit en, grande quantité. des racines et:des herbes médici-

nales; plufieurs drogues falutaires y font en ufage; on en trouve Ya defe

cnptxou, avec l‘énumeratxon de leurs vertus, dans un grand nombre de :

livres.  Ces livres ne pourroient-ils pas. étrc trés-avantageux au progrés
de Part confcrvateur de l'efpece humame oy

hd S e s B g

Paﬂ'ons i la pocﬁe, dans laquelle bnllgnl: prmcxpalement l‘efprxt et la

vivamté de ces nations,

- On n’a pas, deﬂ'em d’étaler ici les dxﬁ'érens genres de poeﬁe Afiatique,
“dont let traduéteur de Mirza. Mahadi a déji donné quelques exemples.
On-tichera feulement de répondre 3 quelques objcé’twns aufl mJuﬁ'es
quc ‘mal fondecs.

Lcs Europeens, pour l’ordmaxrc, traitent les .Orientaix en fauvaccs
Jgnorans et groffiers, 1dont la poéfic n'eft que fougue ¢t déréglemant,
et don: les écrits font. dépqurvus .de grices, de délicatefle, et d’élé«
.gance. On pourroit oppofer & ces critiques que tous’ les hommes
ayant les- mémes. paffions les expriment de la méme manidre ; et que
la différence: n'efl: que. dans. leg -idiomes dont ils fe fervent ; mais ce

n’eft point affez, Tous les ‘hommes ont bien, fi 'onveut, le germe’
des mémes paffions;’ ependant ces paffions ont mille modifications et.
nuances felon la- dwerﬁté de leurs habntudes, de leur education, et de

- ® Le Banguet des Wﬂ‘ﬂ-f. par Ebn Botlan, ouvnge trés-ingulier, et tm&agr&ble .

a leurs

31
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leurs climats.. Or ces trois chofes paroiffent condourir en faveur des
poétes Orientaux, et doivent les mettre au deflus des ndtres. Habis
tuds des I'enfance 2 méprifer les langues des autres: nations, les Afia<
tiques s’appliquent uniquement i cultiver les leurs. Ce fut i le gfand
avantage qu'eurent les anciens Grecs, lefquels confacrérent leurs plus

langage .&ft proportionnée ila grandéur des fentimens. .

Les mépns des Orientaux pour notre littérature eft auffi injufte que
celui’ que nous affeCtons pour la'leur; nos préjugés viennent de 11
méme fource; de Pamour propre, et de Pignorance: profitons de leurs
travers, et corrigeons les nétres.

Les Arabes et les Perfans, élevés dans un loifir doux et panﬁble, fe
livrent & leurs différens gemes; et pendant que les uns donnent I'effor
3 leur imagination bouillante, les autres fuivent le chemin plus &pis
neux, mais plus fir, de la philofophic et de la vérité, Né&s fous un
ciel tranquille et ferein, entourés dé mille délices, les poétes chantent
les obJets charmans de la belle nature, pendant que les phxlofophcs
en approfondlﬂént les principes; les uns donnent aux hommes des
plaifirs inexprimables, les autres leur en montrent les fources. D’'un
cOté les Amralkis, les Zoulremma, les Hafiz, les Nezami, les Mefiki,
les Baki, expriment Pemportement des paffions; de Fautre les Sadi,
lessNabi, les Attar, infpifent Pamour de la vertu; les Antarah, les
Ferdoufi, les Aboulola, s'élévent fur les ailes du fublime Juﬁlu'ila.
région de I’héroifme *.

- # On n'a paz mentionné ici la millidme partie des pottes, hiftoriens, et philofcphu Oricntaus.
Ceux qui défirent d'en connoitre davnntage peuvent confulter V' fond et intéreffant de M.
d'Herbelot ; et les voyages inftrudtifs et sgréables du chevalier Chan'lm |la feront bien auffi de jeter
“un coup d'ceil fur les catalogues de Ia Bibliothéque du roi de France, de PEfcurial, de celles de Leyde
o dOxford, On fera bientdt A portée de voir les richeffes de oette derniére par lea foins d'un homme
auffi favant qu'infatigable, qui y travaille actuell t. Nous drions méme qu'ils feuilletafent
(ans cefle les €crits des Golius, des Pocock, des Schultens, et des Reifke; écn(a, ‘ol I'on trouvera
beaucoup d*érudition, mais, peut-étre, un peu trop d'étalage.

Ceux
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- Ceux qui ne‘favent pas les langues des’ Orientaux, font" dcs Jubes
mcompetens de leur poéfie. Ils reflemblent & -ces:érudits qui pré
tendent décider fur le- mérite de la mufique des Grecs fans favoir
ce que’c’eft qu'un mode, ou combien il.y ‘€n’ ‘avoit parmi’eux. ‘Je
n'oublierai jamais ce que dit M. de’ Voltaire de ceux:qui ne cend
néiffent la poéfie et les meeurs étrangéres que par des traduéﬁoxis et
fur des. oui-dire, et .les condamnent: fans preuves: < Ils font, dit-il,
* commes des aveugles qui affureroient qu’une rofé¢ ne: peut avoir
 des couleurs vives, parce qu'ils en compteroient les épines 3 titons.”

 Mais voici une expérience qui obvieroit 3 ‘cette erreur, ‘et dont-on
confeille P'effai. Qu’on prenne .deux. odes, I'une - Arabe ou Perfane;
Iautre Grecque ou Latine ; qu'on les faffe traduire prefque mot 3 mot
dans une langue ufitée, fans aucun ornement ni palliation’; qu’an ac-
corde ce qui eft di A la diverfité des idiomes, des licux, et des couw
tumes - des deux cbtés également, et qu'enfuite on prononce fans pré-
jugé entre les productions’ des Onentaux, et les ouvrages que nous
admirons tous lcsjours. B P TR Y

Epléirciﬂ'ons cette idée par un'@i_lcmplc.

Dmeme ODE d’HAnz. AR RS

Le poéte . Parfan fupplic le Zéphyr de reprocher & fon ami fon pew

d'attentxon et fon indifférence, - Dans le. dernier couplet il ‘parle trése
favorablement de fes propres vers, infinuant que toute la nature en eft
- charméc, cxcepté ’objet de fon attachement.

‘ Zephyr, dis tendrement & ce chevrcml délicat, ¢ eft toi qux nous
 fais défirer les colhnes et les déferts. : o

o Pourqubi ce marchand de fucre (puiffe fa. vie étre prolongée ). ne
“ regrette-t-il pas I'abfence du perroquet au bec-fucré? . -

VOL. V, | 3vu - ¢ Eft-co
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¢ Eft-ce arrogance de ta beauté, O rofe, qui ne te permet pas de
« demander des nouvelles du roflignel amoureux ?

« Lesbellea qualités de 'ame font les piéges d’un coeur inftruit: on
 pe prend pas un oifeau prudent avec des filets et des lacs.

¢ Lorfqu’affis avec tes compagnons tu bois un vin exquis, fouviens=
% toi de tes amis qui traverfent les déferts.

¢ Je ne fais par quelle raifon la jeunefle, 1 la taille de cyprés, aux
¢ yewx noirs, au teint brillant comme la lune, n'a pas la couleur de
‘¢ 1a fincérité. '

« Le feul reproche qu'on puiffe faire 3 tes charmes, c'eft que ton
< afpe@ raviffant n’eft pas décoré d’un coeur fidelle,

« Eft.il étonnant, que les étres céleftes foient émus par les chants
% I’Hafiz, et que fa mélodie fafle danfer les aftres?

ODE XXXIL
Du premier livre ’HoracE. |
« Nous timplorons, O ma lyre! £ autrefois dans notre loifir, fous -
@ Pombre des bois, nous t'avons fait réfonnes 4 des chants qui pou-
# voient uivre cette année et pluficurs autres, accorde-nous préfent
 une ode Romaine ; ' s

“ Toi, qui fus d’abord accordée par le citoyen de Lefbos, lequel,
% quoiqu’ardent dans la guerre, et ai milieu des armes, ou lorfqu'il
« ayoit attaché au rivage humide fon vaiffeau agité,
% Chantoit Bacchus et les Mufes, Venus et PEnfant qui s™attache
% toujours 4 elle, et Lycus avec fes attrayans yeux noiss, et fa noire

% chevelure.
s O &caille,
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" % O écaille, ornement ‘de Phébus, fi agréable dans les fefting de |

« Jupiter,.O doux foulagement aux ennuis, toutes les fois que jg
¢ t’invogue comme je le dois,. regois mon hommage.”

. Donnez cette ode 3 quelqu un qui ne fache pas le Latin ; qui ignore
.qu'Alcée étoit I’habitant de Lefbos dont il eft fait mention, et que ce
poéte eft appelé citoyen par.excellence; qui ne fente pas I'épithéte

Latinum, laquelle paroit fi inutile dans la traduttion; et il croira cette -

piéce de pokfie d’une compofition auffi baroque que découfue ; o’eft A
une expérience que Vauteur a faite. Au contraire, .montrez Poriginal
dela méme ode & un homme de golit qui I'entende; il y trouvera des
beautés qui ls chatmeront, des expreflions heureufesy une vivacité ad
mirable, une mélodie douce et.coulante. .

Par les mémes raifous, la fecotide et la troifiéme ftances dé l'ade

Perfune feroient inintelligibles 3 uin le@eur Européden; qui ighorersit
que le potte fe corapare & un perroquet et & un roffignel, et fo ami &
un marchand de fucre et A une rofe, & caufe de fa douceur &t de
beauté. Tout le monde fait la fable da roflignol et-de la rofe, 2 la~
quelle Hafiz fait ici une allufion €légante,

* L'auteur ne doit rien décider au fujet de ces deux odes; ce n’eft pas

& lui A régler le golit de fes le@eurs. Il demande feulement laquelle
des deux eft dcrite avec cette fimplicité charmante, qui fait un des
principaux dgrémens de Ia pogfic et de tous les beaux arts: il affure
auffi que la plupart des édes Parfanes font compoiées avee la méine
facilité et la méme delicateffe.

¢ On trouvera, fans doute, qu'Hafiz parle ici de fon ami dans des
termes trop ardens et trop palfionnés pour -la fimple amitié, Des com-
mentateurs prétendent que fes odes de ce genre font emblématiques, ef
ne veulent cxprimer que Pamour divin,- et les perfeétions du prophéte
de la Mecque ; A peu prés comme le Cantique des Cantiques renferme
fous des figures trés-voluptueufes les myfteres les plus fublimes. Quois

qu'il
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qu’il en foit, les poétes Perfans et Turcs n’ayant guéres occafion de

_voir les femmes qu’on.tient renfermées dans les férails, et ne pouvant

peindre que ce qu'ils ont vu, font obligés d’emprunter leurs images de
la beauté de l'autre fexe; il n’en eft pas de méme des anciens pogtes
Arabes, contemporains de Mahomet, qui n’étalent dans leurs vers que
les charmes des filles de leurs tribus. ’ : '

On peut encore alléguer que I'amour qui anime les poétes, Perfans
n’eft qu'un amour vertueux, et feulement exagéré par la poéfie, D’ail-
leurs, ceux qui ont lu le Banquet, le Phédre, et les Amans de Platon,
favent bien ciue de pareilles expreflions font tolérées par les plus fages
philofophes, lefquels ne fuppofent pas les efprits aflez deregles, et Ics
ceeurs affez depravés pour les prendre 4 lalettre.

Quant a pluficurs autres objections chimériques qu’on fait contre la
littérature Orientale, nous y répondrons en tranferivant les termes dont
fe fert un illufire favant qui a daigné traduire du Turc en Frangois un
traité fur Yart militaire *. C’eft mettre un prix 2 cette differtation que
de le citer. ¢ Cleft un abfurde et ridicule préjugé, tout général qu’il .
“ eft, de croire que les Mahométans font ignorans par priacipe de re-
* ligion, et que I'Alcoran leur défend de s’infiruire, de peur qu’ils ne
¢ s’apergoivent de I'abfurdité de leur croyance————1I1 eft vrai qua
¢ P'égard des arts et des fciences proprement dites, les° Mahométans
‘ font et avouent étre trés-inférieurs aux Européens

Mais pour ce
¢ qui eftdes belles-lettres, des piéces de poéfie et d’éloquence, ils feroxent
“ plusde difficulté de nous accorder la préférence, et quelle que puifle étre
“ en cela leur prévention, il faut convenir qu’ils ont, fur-tout en poéfie,
¢ des pidces d’une grande beauté dans leurs langues ; et qui marquent
¢ affez bien la vivacité, I'imagination, et la délicatefle de l’efprit de ces
“ nations

Du refte, tant s’en faut que leur religion, ot leur groffié-
“ reté lepr fafle concevoir du mépris pour les lettres et lesarts, qu'il o’y
“ a peut-étre, aucun peuple’qui foit plus curieux, plus paffionné pour

® Voiez un Traité de Taltique, imprimé A Vienne 1769,

[ .les
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¢ les fcxences, i plus’ apphque 3 °Pétude, et ol Ie favmr doine plus
 de, confidération.” :

Cette affertion n’auroit, peut-étre, pas befoin de preuves pour ceux
qui connoitroient celui ‘qui I'a faite, mais ceux qui n’ont point cet
avantage ne feront pas fichés de lire les fentimens d’un poéte Turc *
fur ce fujet :

« Confacrez, mon fils, 'aurore de votre raifon 2 P’étude des fciences ;
elles font d'une reflource infinie dans le cours de la vie ; elles forment.
¢ le coeur, poliffent Pefprit, et inftruifent 'homme de fes devoirs.
&

-

-

% nous délaffent et nous amuferit 'dans la profpérité, et deviennent
¢ notre confolation dans P'adverfitd. Je ne finirois point, fi je vou-
lois entrer daus le détail de tous -les avantages gu’elles renferment ;
 mais en vain, fans une application continuelle, vous voudrez acqué-
*. rir les fciences; elles font filles . du- travail, et ce n’eft que par fon
“ moyen que vous. pourrez obtenir leur poffeffion, Tichez de vous
« orner P'efprit de toutes fortes de connoiffances; il fe préfente dans le
cours de la vie une infinité & occafions, ou elles deviennent nécef.
¢ faires. Quelle immenfe diftance n’y a-t-il point du favant & igno=-
<

¢

L.y

L

plus epaxﬂés, la vie avec la mort, et Pexiftence avec le néant, ex~
priment foiblement lintervalle, qui fépare I'’homme inftruit de celuj
qui ne P'eft pas. L’xvnora.ncc eftla fburcc empoifonnée, d’oti décou-
¢ lent tous les maux qui affligent cet umvers, Paveugle fuperflition,
B hrréhglon, la barbaric deftrurice des arts, marchent 2 fes cbtés ;

-
2 82

" @ Nabi Efendi, écrivain fort eftimé, qui t vers Te sment de ce fidcle. Comme
Tauteur n'a pas cu le phiﬁl: de lire Voriginal de ce livre Ture, il eft obligé d'emprunter la tradu&ion
de M. Cardonne, qu'il fuppofe fidelle (voyex fes Mélanges de Littérature Orientale). Il exhorte ce
favant homme perfifter dans fes études Orientales, et d'enrichir le public de fes découvertes. T feroit
A fouhaiter que ce Traducteur habile eiit voulu nnpnmerlonamll du traité charmant de Nabi Efendi.
' Ses contes tirés de 'Humaiun Namé, ou du Livre Augufte, ont été long-temps connus en Europe,
fans quil le fit: ¢ ceux quiil 2 pris dans le Livre €légant nommé Le Deffest des Califes, ne font pas
* traduits affez Litt€ralement, -

- ) s elle

C'eft par elles que P'on parvient aux honneurs et aux dignités ; elles

rant | La lumitre la plus éclatante comparée avec les téndbres les,
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DISSERTATION SUR
“ elle eft fuivie de la honte, du mépris, et de la ballefle. La langue

“ Arabe, cette langue fi riche, et en méme temps fi ancienne, qu'elle
¢ paroit avoir commencé avec le monde; cette langue que parloit

-* Abraham, et fon fils Ifmail, et qui, depuis ces patriarches jufqu’

“ nous, s’eft confervée dans toute fa pureté, doit étre le premier objet
¢ de vos études; mais il ‘ne faut pas confacrer tout le temps de votre

_ * jeunefle & I'apprendre.  Les langues ne font, pour ainfi dire, que les

“ avenues qui conduifent au temple ot réfident les fciences. Méditez,
« mon fils, les loix divines et humaines, elles font toutes renfermées
« dans I’Alcoran : ces connoiffances une fois acquifes, appliquez-vous
« 3 la Logique, et i la Phyfique. Nourriflez-vous fur-tout de la lec~
¢ ture des meilleurs auteurs. Un oifeau fans ailes ofe-t-il s’élever dans
¢ la région de l'air ? Le coquillage précieux qui-renferme la perle, ne
“ fe trouve point fur la furface de Peau; c’eft au fond de la mer, et}

K travers mille danoers, qu’il faut aler le pecher,

Nous avons montré le favoir des Orientaux ; faifons voir leut gofit s
et ajoutons deux chapitres du méme Nab, tradults par le méme favant
homme. ‘

Sut la PoEsiz.

<« Avant de courir, mon fils, la pénible carridre de la poifie, il faut
confulter vos forces: fi vous fentez au~-dedans de vous-méme ce fen
¢ divin qui embrafe les grands poétes, livrez-vous alors A votre génic,
* Nourriffez d’abord votre efprit par la le€ture de ceux qui ont excellé -
¢ dans Part des vers. Néfi et Baki tiennent I premicr rang parmi
¢ les Turcs. La Perfe, fertile en beaux efprits, a produit un grand
s nombre de bons poétes. Quelle pureté et quelie force ne trouve-t=
“ on pas dans Saib, et dans Kelimi! Giami, Nouri, et Khakani bril-
* lent de mille beautés que Pon ‘ne peut décrire. Sadi, comme un
¢ tendre roffignol, fait retentir les bocages de fes accens mélodieux,
s Chevket, femblable 2 un aigle, éiéve fon vol ambiticux jufqu'au ciel,
« Hafiz chante amour, et lé¢ doux jus de la treille, tandis qu’Atter

. ¢ tiche

2 2 2 =
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4+ tiche de rendre es hommes plus vertueux par les préceptes de Ia plus
¢ fublime morale. Les Arabes n’ont pas cultivé la poéfie avec moins

¢¢ d’ardeur que les Perfans ; ils ont méme plus de cet enthoufiafme, de

 _cette fureur poétique ¥, qui faifit, €chauffe, et enldve le cceur. Leuf
 ftyle eft impétueux ; leur imagination vive peint avec force les ob-
#¢ jets, et ils mettent dans Jeurs vers toute la chaleur du climat qu'ils
t habitent. Ils reflemblent 3 un diamant qui étincelle de. mille feux ;
“ mais. pour fentir leur beauté, il faut entendre leur langue. Qui
¢ conque veut atteindre la perfe@ion, doit favoir parfmtement I’ Arabe
et le Perfan: ces deux langues font comme les ailes avec lefquelles
un poéte, qui veut prendre fon effor, peut s’élever dans les airs: fans
leur fecours il rampcra tnu_;ours par terre.

N

“ Ia raifon ; que fous un embléme ingénicux, fous une allégoric fine,
¢ ils renferoent wne wérité. utile 3. qu'ils contribuent enfin & rendre les

“ hommes plus vertueux. Le jardin de la poéfic, eft- fec et.aride, <'il .

“ p'ef} arrofe dca caux de la phx]nfophxc.

.o Lt plupart de nos pcetcs medmcrcs ne parlent que de narm[fes de
_ % boucles de cheveux, de vin, et de roffignols.. Veudlent-ils faire le
¢ portrait de la Beauté: imaginaire dont ils font épris, ils la comparent
. tantSt au printemps, tantbt & une prairic émaillée. -Ses. lévres font
“ comme la -rofe, et fon teint comme ke jafmin. Serviles et froides
* imitatewrs, leur imagination. languiffante ne leur préfente point de
* nouvelles i images . ils p’ofent marcher par.un chemin qui n'a pas été
Stgacd, .- Lo a0 T e e

“ La vérité, mon fils, n’a pas befoin d= la fatire, pour nous faire ene
¢ tendre fa voix. N'occupez dong jamais votre mufe & ce genre de

* Y'ai omis cette parenthdfe, 853 sinf w'exprimer. Le traduleus l‘a fans doute a_;ontée. Us
poitenofmt]mnhpologudefuupmﬂians il ofe tout,

. « pocfies

. Voulcz-vous. mon ﬁls, que Vo3 vers, eftimés de vos Contempo-i‘
- % rains, paffent 3 la poftérité ! Que toujours la rirhe foit d’accord avec
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poéfie. Un fatirique de profeffion eft redouté de tout le monde, et
perfonne ne croit étre A I'abri des traits malins de fa plume. La
haine, I’envie, fe déchatnent contre lui, et les maux que lui caufent
fes vers mordans le font repentir mille fois de s'étre livré A fon génie
‘cauftique.”

On a vu ce Nabi Efendi, comme un philofophe fublime, & comme

un critique judicieux ; on verra maintenant réuni dans le méme carac-
tére le poéte & I’homme de gofit.

~

€

&

$
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-
-
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-
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Sur le PriNTEMPS. -
« Le printemps, mon fils, eft la plus belle de toutes les faifons; Ia
nature, qui paroiffoit expirante, pendant les rigueurs de I'hiver, fe -
ranime, et preid une vie nouvelle. Tous les &tres qui la compofent
font dans un doux mouvement, et tout annonce une révolution géné-
rale. La féve dans les végétaux, et le fang dans les animaux, cir-
culé avec plus de rapidité. Les arbres fe parent de leurs nouveaux
vétemens, et les prés font émaillés de mille fleurs naiffantes. Les
ruiffeaux dont I'onde captive paroiffoit enchainée par les noirs aqui- -
lons, brifent leurs chaines 3 l'approche des doux Zéphyrs. Les
oifeaux ‘chantent leurs plaifirs, et font retentir les bois de leurs
ramages -amoureux. /

4 Livrez-vous, mon fils, & tous les charmes de la belle faifon.
Abandonnez alors la pompe des cités, pour habiter les humbles
campagnes. Elles ont été le premier féjour de homme; I'on y.
gofite des plaifirs moins brillans, peut-étre, mais. plus purs que ceux
que Yon prife tant dans les villes, C’eft 1A ot le philofophe, aprés
avoir contemplé la nature, ne peut s empécher d’admxrer la gran-
‘deur de Dxeu dans fes ouvrages »,

® Ceci eft trég-conforme aux fentimens de Milton, dans fon Traité de FEducation, od il parle du

ps et de la mufi

E

« LCS
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1% :Lies prairies ‘et les foréts ne laiffent. point de triftefle dans le coeur
¢ de Phomme. Eft-il un lieu plus favorable aux amans,. et od ils pu=:
¢ iffent mieux entretenir leur douce réverie ? Tous les fens font flattés
¢4 la Jois ;. les ‘yeux 'par’ la-verduré, I'adorat. par le parfum qu’exha-
“-lent les fleurs, et. le: chant du roffighol fait les délices d’une oreille
*;fenfible. - Qué la.mufique ait de I'empire” fuf. votre ame ; abandon-
< ‘nez~vous i toutes fes impreflions’;.quelle. vous enléve.et'vous tranf
“. porte hors'de vous-inéme.. . La mufique, ainfi que la poéfie, peint les
¢ objets A I'efprit.: Elle exprime les. différentes: paffions; elle a des
ss. refforts fecrets, tant6t pour: nous Attendrir, ;tantdt. pour nous miefttre
%-en courroux : I'on. direit dans ces inftans que le coeur cﬂ: Lintelli-
<« gence avec Iés m-edlcs"*.x B B

'v»r‘ v Ll ; .. o T
. Tqut cc. que nous ven’ons;de dire et de citer fuffit.pour faire :con~
noltre le gofit des Mahométans pour les beaux arts, Que ceuxqui en
doutent encore lifent I'hiftoire des Turcs par le Prince Cantimir, élevé
& Cobftantinople, et. trés-ver{é-dans l'architeCture, la peinture, et la
mufique. .On y verra une magnifique defcription du temple de Selim
on y apprendra,que- les portraits de tous les empereurs.Ottomans fong
confervés dans la bibliothéque du fultan, parmi lefquels Sohman eft res
préfenté ayant 3 la main un livre de fes conftitutions; portraxt que le
prince auteur ajoute avoir fait graver. . .

Quand ). lé mufique, elle eft en grande eltime chez les p.epplcs! de
I'Orient ; citons 3 ce fujet les propres termes du prince de Moldavie.
Comme nous n’avons pas eu le bonheur de lire Poriginal Latin de cette

Y it S : . Lo : P L N
. ® N'eft-il pas €tonnant qu'un Turc s'exprime avec plus d'enthoufiafine fur la mufique, qu'aucun
uficien avant Roufleau ? Ne diroit-on pas que Nabi Efendi avoit puif€ fes idées fur cet art dans
Yes écrits de ce bouillaat écrivain ? « Tout ce que limagination peut fe repréfentér eft du reflort de
‘ Ia poéfie, La peinture, qui n'offre point fes tableaux A Vimagination, mais aux fens, et 3 un, feul
# fens, ne peint que les objets foumis i Ia vue, La mufique fembleroit avoir les mémes bornes par
« 1t & louie ;. cependant elle peint tout, méme les objets qui ne font que vifibles ; par up pre.
& fhge ptefqu inconcevable, el'e femble mettre I'eil dans Foreille,” &c.  Voiez dans le Didionnaire
de Mufique pus] Rouﬂ'un, ‘les articles admirables, nr, imitation, génie, vpen, arpr#‘u, .{Lﬁ,, ..m é

miledit, Xe.*
VoL, V. 3x .  hiftoire
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hiftoire ‘admirable” qui eft en manufcript, il faut que le le&eur f& con-
tente de la traduttion de M.’ ]oncqmeres. . »
"'.'Huﬂ'ein! fut lc'Mécénas des Muficiens de YOrient; il mérite ce
“titre & caufe qu’il fe déclara l¢ patron d’Hoja Muficar, qui eft I'Or=
«¢ phée des; Perfes, et de fon difciple Gulam Arabe. ‘Toute la Perfe et
< la Turquie furent enchantées de leur mélodie, et de levrs. ehanfons,
- Lt temps fit perdre le gofit de la ‘mufique, mais fous Mahotnet nous
“f.avons vu-cet art non feulement revivre, mais méme. &tré pouffé X
“ {3 perfeftion patr un :noble perfonnage de Conftantinople, .nommé
“ Ofman Efendi.- 1l forma plufieurs grands maitres tant pour la voix;
¢ que pour les inftrumens. Peut-étr¢ trouvéra-t-on éfrange en Eu«
“ rope que je reléve ici le goiit de la mufique chez une nation réputée
¢ barbaré parmi les chrétiens. * J'avoue'que la barbarie régnoit parmi
« les Ottomans dans Penfance de leur empire ; leurs prifices a’ayant

. % alors d’autres penfées que d’étendre leur domination: mais le temps

“ ayant mis fin 4 leurs premidres -conquétes, les' arts, fruits ordinaires
“ de la paix, ont trouvé place & leur tour dans ces efprits jufques-1d
¢ féroces: la politefle aujourd’hui s’y fait tellement remarquer, qu’on
‘ n'y apergoit pas la moindre trace de fon ancienne groffiéreté. J'ofe
‘¢ mémé avancer que la mufique des Turcs eft beaucoup plus parfaite g que
¢ celle de I'Europe du cbté de la mefure, et de la proportion des mots.”

LLa

: Le prince Cantimir n’auroit-il point va un opéra Frangois? -

. Neft prouvg, ce nous femble, que les lettres et les beaux arts fone
dans Ia plus grande eftime chez les Orientaux. A ces preuves ajoutons-
en une autre encore plus convainquante. Ce fera Jes propres paroles
de Mahomet, gu’on -a choifies pour I'épigraphe de- cet. ouvrage:
#, Cherchez e favoir fit-il 3 la Chine ®*. Le méme légiflateur difoit

" * Quoique Mahomet ne parle ici de la Chine que métaphoriquement, nous paurrions F'entendre 3
Ia lettre : car nous fommes perfuadés que la littérature Chinoife feroit auff utile quintérefante, Pour
¥'en convaincre, on n'a qud lire les ouvrag de Confucius traduits par I Pére Couplet,

aufli,
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auffi,’ Lo favéir eft permis & 'tous -lés ‘crogans, et & toutes les ‘croy-.

¢ antes.”” Quoi! dira-t-on, font.ce 1d'les préceptes de ce'groffier gt
fanguinaire impofteur? de Mahomet! Oui; de Mahomet, ce héros
£loquent et vertueux i car en vérité ces derniers titres Jui font dus,
quoiqu’en difent les bourreauz Dominicains. . On n’entreprend poipt
de juttifier l'impofture'de fa- religion, ni fa. prétention au don:de pro-
phétie, ‘'mais fa fraude feroit peut-étre la feule chofe qu'on pourroit: lui

reprocher, aprés avoir fait le procés 3 Numa fur fes prétendus entre-

tiens avec la nymphe Egérie. En effef, on ne trouve pas que Mahomet
ait été noirci d’aucun vice; fes talens pour la guerre; fes vertus morales,

fa fagacité, le mettent.au niveau'des Alexandre, :des Solon, -et ides Ly- -

curgues et fi 'Alcoran;eft defa: compoﬁtion, comme cela’ ‘paroit dé-
montré *, on doit le metire gu rang des plus habxlcs rhétoncxens ou des
“plus elegans POBtes, Lo Ni . Hinl i Ioa el Than D

On a parle Jufqu ici. ,de :la. nche(fc de la lxttctature Aﬁatxqae dans
tous les genres; mais cette richefle,: dira-t-on;: ne: fuffit pas pour nous
dédommager de la peine: d’étudier trois: langues d;ﬂiexles et ba.roques.
Voild un pre_]ugé auffi mal fondé que j:ous les autresi - k1w

'HL LY 1 . . )Ju‘.p.,;. W

Les langues Aﬁatxques font faciles, foneres, et muficales. - S'il y a
dans le monde un dialete propre A la poéfie douce -ef mélodied(e, c'eft
affurément le Perfan, quoiqu'il ferve avec le méme fuécés pour peindre
les tableaux fublimes.. i La langue Asabe et adaptée ‘aux ‘grandes
expreflions, A décrire les objets frappans, i exprimer les' fentimens
impétueux; elle ne manque pas, cependant, fi le fujet I'exige, de
tetidrefle . et de douceut, mais.'c’eft la- dogceyr. dune faltane fidre et
mijeltpeufe, tandis que celle deda langue Pecfans reffeinblé aux tendres
accens dnneberaere aimablg.’ - Ce qu'en a dit’ des lanaues Perfane et
Arabe, pwt étre apphque a l’ulxeme Turc, dont. le ﬂ:yle elcuaut et

. nneﬁpumuqquumweﬁwémﬁnm punmhﬂmm. ot pad
un Juif, comme on le prétend communément. Ce qui ¢@ cerfain, c'eft que Inuteur Je TAlcocgn;
qud quil fit nlivoit quane idée trés-confufe de notre religion, et o'avoit jantais lu lécritare. ’

ERTI poetique

~
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poétique emprunte fes begutés dés deux autres, et cache aﬂ'cz ‘bien la

-grofliereté de fon origine Scythe - : s

'Pqurv ne pas multiplier les citations, et en méme temps pour donner
quelque preuve de ce que nous ‘avangons, il fuffit de tranferire en ca«

- raftéres :-Romains Poriginal de cette ode d’Hafiz qu ‘on- vxent de tra-

duire. - ¢ - L . c

‘ GAzEL.
. Seba. belutf bogou 4n gazili rdnira
Kih fer becouh va biaban to dadéi mara..
Chekerforouche keh umreche diraz'bad tchera .
Tefekkedi nekuned touti chekerkhira,
Gorouri hufn idgidzet megher nedid ai gul
Kih porfochi nekuni endelib cheidira.
-Be kholk valutf tuan kerd feid ahli nazar
Be bend vadim neghirend murg danira
Tchou ba. habib nichini va badé peimai
Be yid 4r harifani badih peimara,
Nedénem ez tche febeb reng achenai nift
,Sehi kadan fiah tchechem mah fiméra
Dgiuz ein kadar netuan guft der, dgemah ta eib,
Kih bui mehr vafa nift rui zeibéra, - e
Der 4fidn tche ddgeb gher zegufiei Hafiz
SimAi Zohré beraks Averd Mefihara,

Q_oxqu on ne dowe jugerdela douceur d’une langue que par J’ rexllc,
nous craignons que la plupart des le@eurs n’apprécient celle-ci par les
yeux; et qu'ils ne foient rebutés par la fréquence des confonnes & des
Igttres dures qu'ils y verront. . Mais 'organe articule auffi facilement
les Kb qu'aucune autre confonne; c’eft la prononciation Tofcane de
Ch et de ¢ dans le mot cavalls, qui a quelquc chofe de trés doux, '
lorfqu’elle n’eft pas trop affectée. Cependant, que ceux, qui voudront

juger
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juger par il dela mclodxe d'une langue écrite en cara&ércs  Etrangérs
prennent Ia peine de lire.avec le méme defavantagc celte odq de Sapho;
fi e(hmée par les anciens critiques, et fi dxgne de Pétre.

Pha.metax moi kénos ifos themﬁn
. Emmen onér hoftis enantios toi - .
Hizanei kai plafion hadu- phonew i
‘ .4 ..o . - - Sas hupakouei, -
Kai gélais himeroen, to moi tan
Kardian cn ftathefin eptoifen; ]
R r,_Hos gar eidon fe brocheas me phonas: .. . -, . :
L Ouden eth’ hékex. .

. v - PPN
v AR l"' y

. Alla kammqu gloﬁ'a Iéﬁge, lepton d’ Sy

. Autika chro pur hupodedroméken,, TR O
; Oppateﬂin d’ouden pxéP: bombens 2. n s
r‘.'vi.! ot m :5",'.: SR -ﬁn dakoaxmox.; s
i 5(:’1‘;m’ eyl b N L s -w".,}

. A.Iu.‘,vKadd hidrds pfuchroscheetan tromos'de“ Loty e,
i Pafanaure;cl;lotqtcrade polas: .- v . s

" ,Emnrpu te_tbnakmdph Cpidenfa, g i e :
TP B R ..~ v . Phainomai apnous, . -

- g T ok 1-7A
. . . . . B T
[T P T I B B shee S

Q_cl gahmanas. qui n'a pas le: fens commun, dn'a-t-on, ah' cleft

du Gree.  En voild affez dans ce ﬁécle pour exciter le rire moqueur de
l‘xguoranc& T e St
L R SRR ST SR SRR A ST LT Lo EL R

. Le.mérite dcs hvres Onentanx étant demontre. auﬂi bien que lca
beautés des idiotnes dans lefquels ils font écrits; il refté peu de’ chofe 3
dire fur la manidre d"apprendre ces idiomes. On affurera feulement que
rien n’eft fi aifé avec un peu d'application, et que pour les favoir A fond
_ on n'a prefque (comme le dit trés-bien M, Galand) qu'a le vouloir. II
e eft

»
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eft certain que pour acquérir quelque langue que: cé foit, il faut étrg
pougva d’un bon dictionnaire de cetts langue ; -car pour c¢ qui regarde
la grammaire, tout- ce qui en <ft cflenticl et ‘compris ‘en trés-pea .de
feuilles.

g
Y

Nous aurons bientbt ce fecours pour les langues Orientalés par les
foins de deux imprimeurs Anglois *, qui ont entrepris de donner une
nouvelle et belle édition du célébre Thefaurus de Meninfki; entreprife
louable, et qui ouvrira, fans doute, une fource mtanﬂ'ablc de favou- et
d’avantages. te :

Aprés qu'on fera enrichi de ce. précieux tréfor, ‘on travaillera de la
maniére que Cicéron indique, pour appréndre une langue avec autant
de facilité que d’agrément. On commencera par traduire dans fa langue
materselle un chapitre de 'quélque auteur Oriental, enfuite o mettra
Ioriginal  part, et on gardera fa tradufion ; pour fe délaffer on lira
quelques "pages de M. d’Herbelot, et aprés quelque intervallé on re-
fondra la traducion, et o la remettra dans la langue de Poriginal 3
Yaide de I'appendice de Meninfki, et de fa grammaire, qu’on conful-
tera avec attention dans le befoin, Puis, ayant fait une comparaifon °
attentive, on corrigera fes fautes fur. le modtle qu'on aura pris. En

.continuant cet exercice une demi-année on ne manquera pas de favoir

Yidiome de ces laugues 3 on s’enrichira d’une infinité de mots ; on ap-

.preadea plus d’Arabe ou de Perfan en dix mois qu’on n’en apprendra en

«dix mns par toute autre méthode.. Enfin, on faura & fond toutes les langnes
Aliatiques en moins de temps qu’il n’en faut pour toucher paffablement
du clavecin: et malgré I'enthoufiafime de I'auteur pour Pharmonie, ou
plutét pour la mélodie, il peut avancer qu'il aimeroit mieux lire coulam-

ment Jes poémes Orientaux que ‘d’étre capable de faire des opéras
£omme Meuﬁaﬁo, ou de les mettre. en mufique comme le Pergolef' A

; Maxs lc plus grand obﬂacle qui fc préfente & I'étude de ces ldmmes,‘

* W.et], mchudfon, a Londres.
L ceft
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cleft I’extréme rareté des ‘manuferits Aﬁatxques, Ia plupart étant reri-

fermés dans 1es bibliothéques des rois de I'Europe 3 et dans celles de nas
unjverfités.. Or,' qui peut pafler tous fes jours dans ces bibliothéques?
On ne fauroit y. entrer la nuit, qui eft le temps le plus propre aux
£tudes; et méme aux heures ol elles font acceffibles, on y eft détourné
par impertipence' des' gens défeeuvrés, od Pintrufion des objets ‘exté-

sieurs. - D’un autre c8té qui feroit affez hardi pour entreprendre P'im-

preflion dé ces manuferits, dont les frais feroient imménfes? Tous lés
poemes des- Greces, depuis: I'Iliade, et Ies fragmens de Linus: Juf'qu i
Pifidas, et & Jean Tzetzes, avec une tradu@ion Latiné, font contenus
-dang deux volumes in folio, et deux cents volumes de 1a méme groﬂ'eur
fuffiroient’ 3.’ peine pous contenir, fans 1a traduction, tous les pogines
Arabes, Turcs, et Perfans, qui ont paflé par les mains de lauteur.

Iin’ya .qu'un feul moyen pour mettre ces ine‘ﬁ\imablesv'bu‘r'ﬁges'i' la
) portée de tout le mbnde. Lie Woici; que les monarques, les séphbliques,
les univerfités, les grands, qui ont du goﬁt, ou qui pretendent en
Avoir, s'efforcent d'érablir dans leurs prxnc:pales villes des'i Jmpnmenes
pour. les langues Orientales. 'Que les imprimeurs aycnt fom de fau’e
infiriire Jeurs fils pu deurs apprentifs dans ces ‘idiomnes; par ce moyen,
mous aurons avant la fin da fiscle dés’ Aldes, des Gumtr, des Etiennes,
des Callierges, et.des Elzevirs, dont les favans i venir rechercheront les
travanx, cf dont {es belles éditions orneront le cabinet des curieux. Les
excellens:livres font les lunes ou lés fatellites qui ‘Echairent notre planéta’
car on fait bien qu'il 0y a qu’un foleil; c’eft le livre des écritures facrées:
les ouvrages du'fecond rang font des étoiles de dxﬂ'érentes grandcurs, et.
de différentes utilités; les manufcnts fot celles de lavoie ladtée, dont
.nouis admirons 'immenfité fans en profiter ; ou plutét ce font des aftres
dont un nuage épais obfcurcit la clarte, et doot il feroit 4 fouhaxter que
lcs ombres fuﬁ'cnt diffipées. ‘ oo

Tels fbnt Tes obﬁaclcs qui § oppofent i l’elude des langues Aﬁatxques

"La litt¢rature Grecque lutton contre Jes mémes dAﬁC\ﬂteS. lor{que, vers
le

)
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le milicu'du quinzi¢me fiécle, le clel fembla fe déclarer en fa faveur,
par la révolution inopinée qui occafiona fon progrés. Mahomet fecond,
aufli grand guerrier qu'homme d'efprit, ayant pris Conftantinople, y

£tablit le fiége de fon empjre. Quelques favans Grecs fe refugitrent chez
les princes de Pltalie, efpérant d’y trouver du fecours contre le défo-
Jateur de leur patrie. Ils ne réuffirent pas dans cette entreprife, et

n’ayant rien de mieux 4 faire, ils fe confolérent, et fe mirent tranguille-
ment A enfeigner du Grec. De 13 font venues ces merveilles de fas
voir et d’élégance, qui nous éclairent, et nous charment. De 13, en
méme temps, a procédé ce fatras de favantes folies qui inonde I'univers
fous les noms de commentaires, de méditations, de mélanges, de tré-
fors, d’éclairciffemens, que la fécondité des Clariffimi Viri * enfante
de jour en jour,

O riviére, en or pur, en perles fi féconde, .
Quel amas de limon obfcurcit ta belle onde !

Tandis que les téncbres de I'ignorance enveloppoient l’Europe, les
Afiatiques cultivoient les {ciences et la poefie. Les rois méme avoient -
beaucoup de gout et d’efprit ; chofe, qui paroitra. apocryphc mais qui
ne laifle pas d’étre aufli vraie, qu'étrange. Ce méme Mahomet II. en
entrant dans le palais de I'empereur Grec, récita un diftique trés-élé-
gant, foit de fa compofition, foit de celle de quelque poéte Perfan; mais
qui, peut-étre, fut fait fur le champ; en voici le fens littéral:

e L'araignée file fa toile dans le palais de Céfar, I'hibou entonne fon
“ chant lugubre fur les tours d’Afrafiab +.”

Cependant,

% Perfonne n'a mieux décrit Vefprit des commentateurs que Tauteur d'une letire anonyrne, ol Yon
*troit reconnditre les traits de Rouffean. « Les commentateurs, dit-il, fuppriment les chofes effen-
“ ticlles, et étendent celles qui n'en oot pas befoin; ils ont la fureur d'iaterpréter tout ce qui eft
# clair; leurs explications font touj plus obfc que le texte, et il o'y a forte de chofes qu'il
 n'apergoivent dans leur auteur, excepté les grices et la fineflc,” Voyez Ia lettre 3 M. Grimm aw
fujet des remarques ajoutées & fa lettre fur Omphale,

4 Ce couplet eft cité par Ie Prince Cantimir ; ; en voici Voriginal,

- Perdé
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-. Cependant, il s%n faloit beaucoup que 'Italie ffit alors auflfi podtique
que le monarque Turc. Quand les Lafcaris, les Chalcondyles, les
Beffarion, parloient de la poéfie, et de Iéloquence; on leur répondoit
par des ¢ chimeres bourdonnant dans le vide,” par I'exiftence poffible
d’un héros, et exiftence réelle d’une puce. Les Grees étaloient avec
ardeur les beautés de-Sophocle et de Pindare; les Italiens prouvoient
froidement <es beautés (qu'ils ne fentoient pas) par ‘des ﬁllovafmes en
Baroco.

Enfin Je foleil chafla les nuages ; ‘1e vrai favoir I'emporta fur le faux ;
Ies {yllogifmes furent relégués dans les eloitres, ou réfervés dans le dix-
huitime fidcle pour nos univerfités, - Les-rois de ce temps aimoient
les favans, et couronnoient leurs travaux. En fait de littérature Orien-
tale, nous fommes en Europe aufli ignorans 3 prefent qué I’étoient alors
dans Ie Grec les Togiciens de I'Halies car, ‘quoique nous ayons ei ‘des
hommes trés-verfés dans les langues Afiatiques, 1'étude n’en a jamais
été générale. Nous ofons predxrc qu’elle .ne le fera jamais 4 moins
qu'il ne 'éleve -parmi nos fouverains un Leon X. ou un Laurent de
Medicis. - " REEE o

Princes de PEurope, qui préférez les nobles accens de la vérité, 3
I'hommage fervile de 'adulation, écoutez les avis d’un homme libre
.qui s'intérefle & votre gloire, mais qui ne défire pas votre protection.

Perdé dari mikuned ber cafri Keifur ankebout A
Boumi neuhet mizened ber kumbedi Afrafiab

U)Aﬁcfmfm:‘/m stta-;dl.l

1 eft nmpnﬂ'\ble d'expnmtl' r.nFranqon Ia belle nl]u(ion dans les niots Petfans Perdedari mi ln:l
Perdé eft un voile, perdé dar celui qui tient le voile, le chambellan, Vofficier que les Arabes appellent
Emir Hageb. Ainfi Perde dari eft Poffice du chambellan; et perde dari kerdem veut dire exécuter cet
office.  Mi huned cft le tems préfent de derdew.  De fagon que le vers fignific « laraignée fait loffice
de chambellan, et tient le voile dans le palais de Céfar.” ~ Afrafiab eft 'ancien roi de Turkeftan qui
envabit 1a Perfe.  Ceft FAflyage des Grecs, qui ont étrangement corrompu les mots Perfans qu'ils
ont sdoptés.  Cet Afrafiab fut long temps poffeflenr de I'Azarbigian, lancienne Médie : ¢'eft pour-
quox il eft appellé Roi des Mcdes. I éloxt comme le difent les Grecs, I'aienl de Cofrev ou Cyrus,

VOL. V. 3y Encouragez
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Encouragez I'étude des langues Afiatiques; étalez devant tout le monde
ces précieux ‘tréfors dont vous ' n’étes que les dépofitaires, et qui ne font
tréfors que lorfqu’ils font utiles; mettez au jour ces manufcrits ad-
mirables qui ornent vos cabinets fans enrichir votre efprit, comme les
cara@eres Chinois fur les vafes de porcelaine, dont nous admirons les
belles nuances fans en péunétrer le fens. Ignorez-vous que or, les dia-

-mans,. les talens, la vertu mémie, ne font précieux qu'autant qu'ils fong

répandus pour le bien-étre de nos femblables ? Elevez des colléges, des:
imprimeries ; n’épargnez pas les récompenfes, les médailles, les lau~
riers ;- faites en forte que les beaux jours des Médicis renaiffent en ce
figcle;. que vos cours foient les fanctuaires des Mirandoles, des Politiens,
des Giraldes; ouvrez ainfi les fources cachées de I’ érudition, et triom-
phez.de I'Afie en la couronnant.

Grices & nos belles et fages lois, ou plutdt 2 notre fainte. religion
qui en eft la bafe,  vous ne ferez jamais aufli defpotiques que les rois de
P’Orient *: plit au ciel que vous fuffiez aufli généreux, auffi éclairés,
auffi magpanimes qu'eux; que, pénétrés d'une jufte horreur contre
ceux de vos ancétres, qui ont été les fléaux de I'humanité, vous ti-
chaffiez d’en étre la confolatlon et la gloire ; et, qu'en procurant le
bonheur de vos fujets, dans lcquel feul doit confifter le vétre, vous ré-
parafliez (s'il eft poffible) le malheur que vous avez de régner fur eux !

# 11 ne faut pas croise, cependant, que les philofophes Orientaux foient de vils adulatenrs. Iis fe
déchainent dans leurs &crits contre I'injuftice et la tyrannie. Un philofophe Arabe étoit i Ia cour
d'un roi auffi injufte que defpotique ; ce roi, voulant linfulter, affura qu'il y avoit dans les enfers un
monlin pour moudre les tétes des favans ; et demanda au philofophe fi cela n'étoit pas vrai ; celui-ci
répondit, avec une fermeté digne des plus grands éloges, * Oui! cela eft vrai; mais ceft le fang des
¢ tyrang qui fait tourner ce moulin.” ) )

THE
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PREFACE.

NO chara&ers are more confpicuous in-hiffory,. or excite greater adi-
miration in the generality of readers, than thofe of celebrated war-
riours and conquerors: we fuppofe them to partake of a nature more
than human ;: we deck their ftatues and picures with laurel’;. and we
_ dignify them . with the name of Grear; though, perhaps, if they were:
ftripped of their bright arms; and divefted of their pompous titles, we

thould find:moft of them to be the meaneft and bafeft of mankind. This.
infatuation arifes, partly from the deplorable fervility of our minds, and
our-eagernefs to kifs the foot which- tramples on us; partly from our
afcribing to the fuperior force and abilities ‘of one man- that fuccefs, in
which chance or treachery have often a confiderable fhare, and which
could never be obtained without the united effort of a multitude ; and

partly from our n'ﬁﬁaking. the nature of true virtue, which confifts, not -
in deftroying our fellow-creatures,. but in protefting them, not in
feizing their property, but in defending their rights and liberties even.
at the hazard. of our own fafety. Many Roman generals, who had
‘neither valour nor prudence to recommend them, have procured the
" honour of a triumph for victories gained by their officers ; and Cicera,
in-his- fpeech for: Marcellus, ventured to depreciate the glory of Cefar
himfelf, by afferting, zbat a commander receives no fmall affiffance from
the courage of bis men,. the advantage of bis fituation, the firength of bis
allies, and the plenty of bis provifions: but Fortune, he adds, claims the
; ‘ ] greateft
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greateft praife in every profperous achievement, as military ations owe

their chief fuccefs to ber favour *.

Power 1s always odious, always to be fufpefted, when it refides in

the hands of an individual; and a frec people will never fuffer any

fingle man to be more powerful than the laws, which themfelves have
enacted or confirmed :.but no kind of power is more licentioufly in-
folent than that, which is fupported by force of arms. It was this, which
enabled Marius and Sylla to drench the firéets of Rome with the blood
of her moft virtuous citizens; a confcioufnefs of fuperior force gave
Cefar fpirits to pafs the Rubicon, and opprefs the liberty of his country,
which the profligate tyrant Oavius finally extinguifhed withl the.
fame deteftable inftrument : and the infatiable avarice of prinices, joiried
to the pride of .conqueft and the love of dominion, has filled the world
with terrour and mifery, from Sefoffris who invaded Afrig and Europe,
to the three mighty potentates, who aré ravaging Poland. How much'
more {plendid would their glory havé been, if, inftead. of raifing their
fame on the fubverfion of kingdoms, they had applied their whole
thoughts to. the .patronage of arts, fcience, letters, agriculture, trades -
had made their nations illuftrious in wifdom, extenfive in commerce,
eminent in riches, firm in virtue, happy in freedom ; and had chofen
rather to be the beriefaltors,. than the deftroyers, of the human fpecies!

Thefe fentiments, which, as nothing can prevent my entertaining
them, fo nothing /all prevent my exprefling as forcibly as' I am able,
were fufficient to have deterred me from ever attempting to write The
Life of a Congueror 3 unlefs it-had been for the fake: of ekpofing a cha-
rafter of all others the moft infamoufly wicked, “and .of difplaying
the chdrms of liberty by fhowing the odioufnefs of tyranny and op-
preﬂion but -a circumftance, whlch it will be proper “to relate from

* Bellicas laudes folent quldam extenuare verlm, eafque detrahere ducibus, communicare cum mi-
litibus, ne propriz fint imperatorum ; et certé in armis militam virtus, locorum opportunitas, auxilia
fociorum, claﬁ'es_. commeatus, multum juvant: maximam verd partem q\laﬁ fuo jure Fortuna fibi

indicat, et quidquid eft profperé geftum, id peene omne ducit fuum. Pro Marcel. 3.

. the
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the begirming,‘ induced me ‘to-'depart fromh- my refolution, and hurried
me from the contemplation of :civil’ and paciﬁclg,.virtp@g to the more
dazzling, -but Ief’s!pleaﬁng,' fcexi'es of 'vi&o:ies‘ and .triumphs, :

H

A great northern tnonarch, who vaﬁted thns country a few years ago,-

under. the :nmame ‘of the prince. of Travendel, brought with him ar
Eaflern manufecript, containing the life ‘of NADER SHAH, the. late
{fovereign..of Perfa, which he was defirous of having tranflated in
.England. The fecretary of ftate, with whom the Danifb minifter had
conyerfed upon the fubjet, fent the volume to me, requefting me to
give a literal tranflation of it in the French language ; but I wholly
declined the tatk, alledging, for my excufe, the length of-the book, -the

o R

drynefs of the fubjelt, the difficulty of the fiyle, and, chiefly my want both of

lesfure and ability to enter upon an undertaking fo fruitlefs and fo laborious,

I mentioned,  however, a gentleman,  with whom I had not then the
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had diftinguithed himfelf by
his tranflation -of a Perfian hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf to
fatisfy the King of Denmiark’s expeftations.. The learned writer, who
had other works upon his bands, excufed himfelf on the account of his
many engagements ; and the application to me was renewed : it was
hinted, that my compliance would be of ‘no {mall advantage to"me 4t
my entrance into life, that it would procure:me fome: mark of dif~
tinction, which might be pleafing to me, ;and, abaove all; zbat st would
e a reflettion upon this country, if the King fbould be obliged. to carry the
manufeript into' France, Incited by thefe motives, and principally by

the laft of them, unwxllmg to be thought: churlith or morofe, and.

“eager for the. bubble Reputation, I undertook the work, and fent a
fpecimen of it to his Danith Majefty ; who returned his approbation of
-the ftyle and method, but defired, rbat the whole tranflation might be

)erﬁ&ly literal, and tbe Oriental images accurately preferved. The tafk -

* would have been far eafier to me, had I'been directed to finifh it in
Latin; for the acquifition of a French ftyle was infinitely more te-

dlous, and it was neceflary to have every chapter correted by a pa-.
. . tive
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tive of France, ‘before it-could be offered to the difcerning “eye of the
publick; fince in every language there are certain peculiarities of idiom,
and nice fhades of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn to per-

feftion: but the work, how arduous'and unpleafing foever, was com-
" pleted in ayear; not withoutrepeated hints from the Secretary’s office,

that it was expetled with great impatience by the Court of Denmark. The
tranflation of the Hiftory of NADER -SHAH was publithed in the
fummer of the year feventeen hundred .and feventy *, at the expence
of the tranflator; and forty copies upon large paper were fent te
Copenbagen, one of .them, bound with uncommon elegance, for the
King himfelf, and the others'as prefents to his Courtiers.

What marks of diftin&ion 1 have fince received, ‘and what fruits I

"have reaped.for my labour, it would ill become me to mention at the

head of a work, in which I profefs to be the Hiftorian of others, and
not of myfelf; but fince an advertifement has appeared on this fubjec
in the publick papers, which is notorioufly falfe in every article, and
cafts a moft unjuft refletion upon an amiable monarch, it feems a
duty impofed upon me by the laws of juftice and gratitude, to print at the -
beginning of this ¥olume the honourable teftimony of regard, which his
Majefty Chriftian VIL fent publickly to London, a few months after He
had received mywork, ‘together with my letter of thanks for fo fignal a

-token of His favour; and I cannot, certainly, be charged with want

of refpeét to_the great and illuftrious Perfonage, to whom that royal
Epiftle is addrefled, fince it was not fent in a private manner, but
openly and in the eyes of the world; and a capy of it was even deli-
vered to me, after having pafled through feveral hands. Nothing
more remains to be faid on this fubject, but that the worthy and ex-
cellent man, who was my fole guide and advifer in this affair, and to
whom I opened my thoughts in my familiar letters with the utmoft

-franknefs, having retired from the office which be then held, I am left at

® Under the fitle of Hifioire de Nader Shab, traduite du Perfan par ordre de fa Majefli le Roi de
Daunemark 40, Chex P. Elmfly dans ke Strand. '
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perfect liberty to relate the whole' tranfation, without a paffibility of
giving offence to any oné living 5 efpecially: fince I have not fuffered ir
name to be made cheap, by mcntnomng nt in any part ‘of the _ngrratwc.

.'This was the’ cxrcumﬁance, which induced me, againft my inclic
natxon, to defcribe #be L; f: of @ Congueror, and to appear in pubhck as
an Author, before a maturity of Judgcment had ‘made me fee the ‘dan-
gers of the fiep, which'I was inconﬁderately taking ; for; I believe, if 1
had refle€ed on the little folid glory which 4 mah reaps frém acquiring
a name in literature, on the jealoufy and envy which attend fuch'ar
icquifition, on the diftant referve which a ‘writer is fure 16 meet with
from the gcnerahty of mankind, and én the obftruction which a cone

" templative habit gives to our hopes of being diftinguithed in allive life ;
if all, orany, of thefe refleétions” had ‘occurred to me, I fhould not
have been tempted by any confideration to'enter upon fo invidious and
fo thankles a career: but, as Tully fays, I fbould bave confidered, before
I embarked, the nature and extent of my voyage ; now, ﬁru'e the ﬁtl: are
Jpread, tbe 'vgﬂél muft take its courfe ®.

It may perhaps be expetted, that fome account thould here be given
of the Perfian Hiftory, which I was thus appointed to fend ‘abroad: in
an European drefs, with fome remarks on the veracity and merit of -its
Eaftern Authot, but, before we defcend to thefe minute partlcuhrs, it
will not be foreign from the fubject of the- prefent publication; to en-
quire into the gcneral nature of Hiftorical compofition, and to offer the
idea, rather of what is required from a perfes# Hifforian, than of what
!uthcrto fcems to have becn executed in any age of mmon. e

CICERO, who was meditating an Hijory yf Rome, had eftablifhed
a fet of rules for the condu& of his work, which he puts into the mouth
of Antonius in his trcaufe on the atcomﬂ ifbed Orator ; where he de-

. * Sed ingredientibus confiderandum fuit, quid ag 3 nunc quidem jam, quocunque feremusy
danda pimirum vela funt,  Cic. Oraw ad Brar.
VOL. V. - 3z clares

- 837



538

PREFACE.

clares ¢ the bafis and ground-work of all Hiftory to depend upon
¢¢ -thefe primary: Laws, that the writer thould not dare to fet down a
¢ Falfhood, “nor be deterred by fear from divulging an mtcrefhnc
“ Truth; and that he thould avoid any juft fufpicion of partxahty
¢ or refentment: the edifice, “he adds, which muft be raifed on this
¢ foundation, confifts of two parts, .the relation of things, and.the
“ awords in ‘which they are related ; in the firft, the Hiftorian fhould
* adhere to: the: order: of time, and diverfify" his narrative with the
¢ defeription of countries; and fince, in all memorable tranfaétions, .
¢, firft the counfels are explained, then the ads, and, laftly, the events,
¢ he thould pronounce his own judgement on the merit of the towg/' ls ;
¢« {hould thow what alts enfued, and sn what manner they were pere
s formed ; and unfold the caufes of all great events, whether he im-
¢ putes them to chance, or wifdom, or rathnefs: he (hould alfo de~

~ + fcribe, not only the ations, but the lives and chara&ers, of all the
'« perfons, who are eminently diftinguithed in his piece; and, as to

* the words, fhould be mafter of a copious and expanded ftyle, flow-
¢ ing along with eafe and delicacy,” without the roughnefs of plead-
 ings at the Bar, or the affetation of pointed fentences*.”

If we form our idea of a complete Hﬁarian from thefe rules, we
thall prefently perceive the reafon, why no writer, ancient or mo-
dern, has been able to fuftain the weight of fo important a character;
whxch includes in it the perfe@ion of almoft every virtue and every

K Qms nefclt primam effe Hiftoriee legem, ne quid falfi dicere ludeat, deinde, ne quid veri non
audeat; ne qua’ fufpicio- gratie it in feribendo, ne qua fimultatis? Haec feilicet fundamenta nota
funt omnibus: ipfa autem exadificatio pofita et in rebus et werdis. Rerwm ratio ordinem temporum
defiderat, regionum deferiptionem: vult etiam, quoniam in rebus magnis memoridque dignis confiZie
primdm, deinde afa, pofted cvemds expetantur; et de confiliis fignificari quid feriptor probet, et in
vebus geflis declarari nion foldm guid a@um aut di€tum fit, fed etiam guo modd ; et, cdm de cvens din
catur, ut caufie explicentur omnes vel caflis, vel fapientize, vel temeritatis: hominumque ipforum non

folim res gefte, fed etiam, qui famd ac i Hant, de cujufque vitd atque naturl. Verborum
autem’ ratio, et genus orationis fufum atque tradtum, et cum lenitate quadam eequabili profluens,
fine hac judiciali- afperitate, et fine fi iarum forenfum aculeis, perfequendum eft.  De Orar,
Lib, IL, 15 ) .
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noble accomplithment, ian unbiafled. integrity, a:comprehenfive view

of nature, an exadt knowledge -of - men ‘and 'manners,” a .mind ftored

with fre¢ and generous’ principles, :a penetrating fagacity, a finé fafte -

and copious eloquence: 2 perfett Hiftorian muft 'know' many lafi-
guages, many arts, many dciences;. and, that he “may'not be reduced.

10 borrow his materials wholly from other men, he muft haye acquired”

the height of political wifdorm;. by long expefience in the great 'affairs of
his country, both"in peace and war.. There never was, perbaps,. any
fuch characer; and, perhaps,: there never will be: but in every:art
-and fcience there are certain fdeas . of perfetion, to whick the works of
human genius are continually tending, though, Like the . Logaritbmick.
Spiral, they will hever meet the point to :which they are infinitely. ap=
proaching. . Cicero himfelf; had he: found leifure to accomplith his de<
fign, though he would. have anfweréd his own idea in moft refpedts,
would; have been juftly liable to the fufpicion of an illiberal bias in re=
lating the hiftory of his own times,’ and drawing the feveral charaéters‘
ofhlsage."--_,\., S »
* : B R Y 07 AN L TR .
hc very foul and eﬂ'encc of Hlﬁory, ‘IS Trutb, w:thout whlch it.can.
prefe;ve peither its name nor its nature, and: with which’the moft in«
different circuraftances in a barren. chronicle are more interefling to a
{fenfible readcr, than the, greateft events, how''copioufly or ‘elegantly
foever they may be defcribed, /in: a. romance ‘or @ legend: yet:it is
frange, :that, of ' fo many Hiftories, ancient -or modern, European-or
Afiatick, there thould be fo fcw, whxch we can read w:thout afking in
almoﬁ cvexy pace, Is tbm true?; T o

vv-- N | o PR

Hxﬁory, in its oncmal fate, was, .probably nothmc more than the
,bare relation of publick .events, which were dlvcﬁed_ in the form of
_,Anna;ls. like the life -of Tully by Fabricius : -we' are affured that this
was the cafe in old Rome *; and it fecms, indeed, in all-ages, to be

* Omma eaex commenmns ch\s ponhﬁcem mnmnm, in album relata, proponere in pubhw
jubet. Liw I 32.° :

; ~ the
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the wifeft, as well as the moft ufeful, method of writing hiftory, un-
lefs the fafts were more diligently examined and more fairly repre-
{ented, than they appear to be in moft produétions of this natute.
Among the Greeks, Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Epimenides, and aniang
the Latins, Cator, Pifor, Pifo, are faid to have written without af-

fe@ing any ornament, or aiming at any other merit than that of a

'nervous brevity. HERODOTUS fent abroad hié nine books with the .
advantage of a more polithed dr ¢fs : there is a noble fimplicity ‘in this

_ dition, to which the open vowels of ‘the Jomick dialet greatly contri-
‘bute, -and many of his narratives are ‘extremely pleafing s but his ac-

coutits of the Perfidn affairs are at leaft doubtful, :if not fabulous; .and
he followed his -Egyptian guides’ with an ‘implicit confidence, not
ferupling to relate & number bf fafls, which 'he could never have we~
rified, i he thought they would improve the manners, ‘or gratify ‘the
curiofity, of his'own inquifitive nation. THUCYDIDES added ftronger
netves to hiftorical 'compofition ; his faéls ‘are in general authentick, -
his obfervations deep and fagacious; but his language is abrupt, ob-
fcure, and fententious, particularly in'the fpeeches, which, though they
abound with wife ‘maxims and exalted fentiments, bear all ‘the ‘marks
of labour and ftiffnefs, and have not even the air:of 'probability, fince
it is impoffible, that many of them could have been.comprehended by
@ popular audience. 'What Thucydides wanted, namely, a‘fimple and
graccful ftyle, XENOPHON- poflefled in an eminent degree : 'nething
canequal the fweétnefs and delicacy of hislanguage; but that fweetnefs
itfelf is hardly confiftent with the gravity of his fubject,:and all his pieces,
if we except that on ‘#be Expeditian of Cyrus, in-which he was perfonally
engaged, have more livelinefs of imagination than depth of judgement,
and difplay more of ‘the ‘cholag and moralift, than -of the ftatefman
and orator. The fentiments of Thucydides,exprefled in the ftyle of
Xenophon, would have -approached very nearly to that idea of perfeét
Hiftory, which we have juft delineated ; but it feems to be wifely or-
dained by nature, that no fingle man fhall excel all others in every
great accomplithment, left he thould bé tempted to fancy himfelf a

being
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being of a fuptriour order, :and fhould exert his talents to'the min of
this fellow-cieatares. Of all the Greek Hiftorians, POLYBIUS was,
perhaps, the graveft, the wifeft, and the moft faithful; but his lan-
guage is even harther than that of Thucydides; and, in the few books
wrhich semain. of his excellent'work, we are at a'lofs to difcern the
n&e nnd :lcgam:e of Japto md Lelius, by whom he was affifted.

’That foroed'and fh&' kmd of writing,- than“wlnch 'nothmg can ‘be

more odicus in Hiftory; was deﬁo'nedly adopted' by SALLUST, 3and’

feems inexcufable in a man of his rank and knowledge, who lived in
the wery age of .Cicers = the. famé abruptnefs and obftutity may well be
" pardoned in T.ACITUS, who flourithed when the:purity of the Roman
danguage had -declined with the Roman liberty; ibut the defe& of his
ftyle prevents: us-from confidering him as a-copfummate Hiftorian,
though ‘his wifdom and penctration would otherwife give him a Ju.ﬂ:
. «laim to'that title, It is'net ealy to.conceive what the ancients mean

by the lafea swberzasof LIVY: in many-parté of his work he fhows
-great candobr :and judgement ; ‘but bis lahguage is not: remarkable for
cafe arcopioufnefs, and it was belown writerof this genius to relate all
the fuperftitious and ncredible fiftions; which.were invented onlyto
pleafe the people .of Rome, by afcribing the foundataon and. fupport of
their City to the mterpoﬁtxon of thcﬁods. ' :

' Thewnters of Lisves, asPIutarcb and Ne[w:. belong to a different clafs:
Diodorus the Sicilian, and Dionyfins of Halicarnaffus, were rather icho-
lars and antiquaries, than mafters of political knowledges .and the latter
Greek Hiftorians,  dppian, Dio, Herodian, and the reft, can hardly be
fuppofed to ftand the teft of Cicerc’s rules, by which even Thucydides
-and Polybius ‘have been declared imperfe@. It would far exceed the
limits of a prefatory diftourfe, .if we attempted .to. examine by:thefe
-Jaws the many Hiftorians, who have related the affairs of their. refpe@ive
ftates, in. the various dialetts of modern Eurgpe, Jialian or Spani/b,
French or Engl ifb s fome of them are grave and judicious, fome bold

and
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and impartial, others polithed and elevént ; but none of them feem to
.have poffefled 4// thofe qualities, a perfet union of. which is requxred
in the chara@er of a finithed Hiftorian, . - s

The Hiftory rof Florence by MACHIAVELLI, how beautifully foever
it may be written, muft neceffarily .be.liable to-fufpicion :from.the
known principles of its Author; and the work of GUICCIARDINI,
who bore an eminent part in the ations which he relates, is not, I be-

liege, confidered by the Jtalians themfelves as a model of fine writing.

M. DE VOLTAIRE feems to bear away. the palm. of Hiftory
among the French: his ftyle is lively and. fpirited, his defcriptions,
animated and firiking, his remarks, always. ingenious, often deep;

and, if fome trifling .ecrours; are difcovered in his: writings, we .ate
.

willing to -excufe: them, when we reflect, that ‘.h_e is not only the
beft Hiftorian, but the fineft Poet alfo, and the. greateft Wit, of his
nation. = He appears to .be unjuftly .charged with embellithing bis
pieces at the expence of Truth, and . with relating fa&s_which he.
had not examined: this may, -perhaps, be.the cafe-in. one.or two
inftances ;. but  his Life' of Cbarles the Twelfth. gains freth credit

every day, and his account of Pefer the Great was extrated from the

moft authentick materials: it was, indeed, the neceflary fate of ‘any
author, who thould write the lives and adventures of thofe two fingular
Princes, to pafs rather for the compiler of fables, than for the relater
of real events, till time fhould confirm the truth of .the a@ions recorded
by him. It may be thought arrogant in a foreigner, to criticife fo great
a writer in the article of ftyle and language; but it feems te ‘me, that
his periods are not fufficiently expanded : he defcribes a battle, and dif~-
courfes on the fate of kingdoms, in the di@tion of an effay; and fre-
‘guently huddles the. moft i important remarks into the compafs of a fhort
fentence ;-fo that the perpetual return of the full paufe makes his lan-
guage oftent dry, abrupt, and difficult to be read aloud, without a fa-
tiguing monotony. There are as many different kinds of ftyle, as there

are
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are different. fubje@tsx that of ah effay fhould be light and elegant ; 'of*

© a:letter,. lively; and familiar; of an oration, copious and elate’; of a
motal difcourfe, grave and folemn ; but that of an hiffory ought to be
fmooth, flowing, and natural, without any graces but perfpicuity : yet
moft authors form a way of writing peculiar to their own tafte and
genius, ;which -they. ufe. indiﬂ'crently on* all occafions ; 'thus: Poltaire is
equally gay, equally polithed, whether he writes. upon. Hiftory; Critis
cifim;;;ort Philofophy,;- His- diftinguithing:.excéllence is Wit ; .which,
however, -fometimes -gets the- better of his judgement. Wit is: never

difplayed to advantage,: but in;its proper. place: it-has often a great pf-
fe& .in controverfy.s, it miay even be-admitted into-an cﬁ'ay, itis the
charm of gonv;rfatlon; when- it rifes naturally from the fubje&, without -

feeming to be prepared : but it thould. be wholly banifhed from hifto-
rical compoﬁnon,,and foleron fpeeches; 'fince fothing can be more ab-
furd, than to difcufs the welvhty points of legiflation and politicks'in a
: ﬁr;no of conceits and allufions,. , It fuited the Roman Orator’s purpofe,
in his defence of Murzna, to make the : judges merry at the expence of
the accufer, Cato;. whofe Stoical principles hg rallies. with infinite hud

mour; but we meet. with no examples of this kind in the’ Catilinarian

oor. Plilippick Orations, when nothing lefs 'was concerned, than the def-
tiny of the whole Empire : thus in the relation of comman occurrences,
if they happen-to be of a ludicrous nature, there cannot be too much
brilliancy.and livelinefs ; but humous thould no more find its way into
an hiftorical piece,. than, into an heroick poem; and all our veneration
for the genius of. Milton will not make us excufe the impertinence of
his jokes in’ his battle - of the angels. 1 dwell the longer on the ab-
furdity of ill- placed Wit, becaufc all the works of Voltaire are tinGured
with it # ; and he cannot lﬂw: an abftra& of the Newtonian pbxlofophy,

*'His Hiffories abound with fuch turns as thefe : fawdis qus les M, fawnm f plug.mm 4 s. Ni-

+ colas de lowr difaite, Cbarlu fufm rendve_graces'é Dien, ot fe préparait & & savvelles wisoires:. His

Elements of Philefiply are introduced with & numb of b differtations, the Sirft of which be

gins with this fentenee, "Platsn réoait hurup, o m w'a pay wwins réof llp-r, %c. buz Plare did not.
write upon Ilm ima tnppmg "Ryle full of pomh and aptithefes,

)

without
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without inteffperfiig it with firokes of humour. O the whole, how-
ever, Poltaire is one of the moft agrecable writers 'in the wosld, and
has brought his native language to :he vreateﬁ elegance, which it
feems capable of recewmg

." The Englifb hiftorians are not to be read without caution: CLA-
RENDON himfelf is often liable to exception both in fentiment and
ftyle; and our language, indeed, was never ‘entirely polithed till the
prefent 'cexitury I.avoid touchmv upon the works of living authors;
left, in my very preface, I fhould violate a fundamental law of Hif-
tory, by incurring the fufpicion of prejudice for a particular natxon, or
affetion for particular men ; but another law eobliges me to declare,
that there are hiftorians now in Britain, whofe writings have fuffi-
ciently proved, that if their fubjeéts were equal to their talents, they
would be able to conteft the merit of veracity, judgement, and elegance

- with the Ancients themfelves. That perfe&t liberty, which forms the

very- eflence of ‘our conftitution, ‘makes it unneceffary for an Englih
hiftorian to flatter any potentate or ftatefman wpon earth; and our
language, though inferiour to the Greet and Roman, will not yield the
prize of energy, varicty, and copioufhefs, to any modern idiom what-
ever.

1f all the &iffories of Europeare deficient in one or other of the ar-
ticles, to which we may reduce the rules of Cicero, we cannot hope
to find this ideal perfetion in the numerous compilations, with which
the world has been peﬁcred fince the revival of letters, and for which
we are - chiefly indebted to our neighbours, the French. Thofe who
judge the moft favourably of thefe works, muft allow them at leaft to
be ufelefs; for to what purpofe are {o many ‘of our years fpent in ftudy-
ing the languages of old Greece and Rome, unlefs it be to read the an-
cient compofitions in their original beauty, and to draw our knowledge
from thofe fources, whence all modern learning was derived? It were
happy, if nothing could be obje&ed to thefe elaborate volumes, but
their
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their mut:lz'ty; they. deferve, I fiar, an heavier cenfure ﬁnce it is
_ certain, " that they help to mﬁltxply egrours, and abound in fables,
‘which the wifeft of the Ancients ‘would have exploded and many of

which they really did.explode, ‘when they were poured into Greece-_

through the ftrainers of the Egyptians. 1It'is agreed by all writers, that

notbing can be fo rafb; notbing fo far removed from the dxgmty of a wife

man, as either to profefs what is falfe, or to affert what kas not been ﬁlﬁ-?
_ ciently examined by bim ¥ : yet one would think, that the very reverfe,
. of this was eftablifhed as a maxim by thofe, who fit down. to compofe
the hiftory of ancient Empires, At firft one.is apt to fufpe@, that thefe
compilers ‘are a-fet of Wits, ;who agree among themfelves to impofe
upon the common fenfe of mankind:. fome ‘of them' téll us,, that the
Ariftophili were a people of the higher 4fia; fome place Laoftbenes and
Amynta: amonc' the Kmos of A[jlrm and others affure us; with'a
provokmo' folemmty, that Cyrus, before, a certain’ battle, ‘ordered his
foldiers to fing an hymn to Caffor and Pollux; as if thé Affyrians were
acquainted with Gree names, or the Perfians with Grecian deities; a
multitude of thefe ridiculous blunders occur in almoft every page of

our pretended anmnt Hiftories but on a more intimate acquaintance -

with thefe wnters, we dxfcover them to be any thmo' rather than Wits,
and find that their ignorance can be furpaﬂ'cd only by .their dullnefs.
“The truth is, to wnte an hiftory,- and to repeat what others have writ-
ten,, are tafks of - Very dlﬂ"erent nature we mxcht find many Rollins
in ¢very | hamlet but nature produces only a ﬁntrle Taatu: ina courfe
of ages. We have already thown what a number of rare talents are
requu'ed in an hxﬁonan' but a compiler may fucceed -to his beft

withes, if he have but tolerable eyes, and a great fhare of patience, '

~and, above all ifhe be fortunatc enough to be endued thh a totaJ want
of judgement and fancy.

e Qudtimt jum, tamque indiganm fapientis gravitate atque conftantid, quim ant falfim

fentire, sut quod mon fatis exploraté perceptum fit et cognitum fine ulld dubitatione defendere & G
* de Nat, Deor. ’ . o .
L.VOL. V., . 4A ‘Whatever
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied in ancient hiftory by the
folly o credulity of- fome authors; it I¥ certain, that the malice’or flat-
tery of others has introduced as rany into the modern. A volume might
be filled with the contemptible. miftakes or wilful mifreprefentations of
faéls, ‘which abound in 2be biftory of Europe for the two  laft centuries,
Let us turh our eyes to 4/2: what a multitude of improbable ftories -
have been Ypread over our part of the wbrld, concerning the manners,
the laws, the religion of the Makomedans ! Eutbymius accufes them of
adoring 2be morning ffar under the name of Codar ;- which is a palpable
lie, arifing from the ignorance of the writer, who heard the criers on
the mofques calling the people to morning prayers by the words Alab
Achar, or GOD is the moft High. Such a calumny may be pardoned in
1o obfure an author, whofe credit cannot miflead many readers; buta
fcholar, and man of the world, like Grotius, ought to have bluthed,
when he talked of a fieel cofin at Medina, fipended in the air between
loadftones of equal force. o

An hiftorian, who is obliged to rely upon the veracity of other men,
and cannot fay with Zneas, Que ipfe vidi et quorum pars magna fui,
muft be very diligent and circumfpe@ in weighing and fifting his au-
thorities, unlefs he have a mind to propagate errour, inftead of efta~
blithing truth, and to obtrude upon his reader a fet of fables, which
the fa&tious or envious invent in all ages, and which the ignorant or
malevolent are always ready to circulate. His caution muft be ftll
gréater, when he records the events of very diftant nations ; fince we
have no fmall difficulty to learn the true ftate of thofe occarrences, which
pafs around us every day; and it generally happens, that, the more in-
timately we are concerned in any tranfa@ion, the more miftakes we

find in the publick accounts of it. Men are often at a lofs to give a

perfe& relation of actions, over which they prefided in perfon ; as Pollio
deteéted feveral errours in a narrative, publithed by Czfur, of a battle,
in which Cz/far bimfelf commanded ; or, to fpeak of our own times,

- as
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as Adlerfeld, in hxs defeription of Schullembourg’ s paflage over the
Oder, difagrees in many points. ﬁ%m the defcrxptlon given by the Gene~
ral bimfelf.: o . .

The Hxﬂ:ory, thercfore, of thofe events, wluch happen in. remote
countries, can hardly fail of being erroneous ; for, in general, we are
forced ta depend upon reports of reports, echoed from the ignorant nas
tives to inquifitive travellers, and brought by them to Europe decorated
with a thoufand ornaments : and even if we ftudy the languages of thofe
nations, and read their own Hiftories, we are commonly deceived, either
. by the zeal or malignity of the authors, The following example will
confirm and illuftrate this obfervation, .

Thereare two celébr_ated hiftories of the Life of Tameriane, one-in.,

: Perﬁan, the other in Arabick, both of them written with all the porap
_ and elegance of the Afatick ftyle: in the firft, the Tartarian Conqueror
is reprefented as a liberal, benevolent, and illuftrious prince’; in the fe+
cond, as deformed and impious, of a low birth and deteftable prin-
éiples. It feems difficult at firft to reconcile this contradition 5 but the
difficulty vanithes, when we learn, that great part of the Perfian Hif~
tory was compofed under the infpe@ion of Tamerlane himfelf, and re-
ceived only the polith of language from the pen of A/ Yezdi; and that
the Aradian author bore the moft inveterate hatred againft that mo-
narch. The ftory of tbe iron cage, in which Tamerlane confined Bgjazed,
is generally treated as a fable upon the authority of the very lcarned
M. & Herbelot; who allerts, that it is not mentioned by the Argbian Hif
gorian, though be omits no opportunity of a’e&qﬁng the moral charatier of
bis Hera: this aro'ument would, perhaps, be dccxﬁve, if it were founded
upon true premifes; but unfortupately, in the thirteenth line of the
two hundred-fixty-eighth page, the Arabian exprefsly affirms, * that
« Tamerlane did enclofe his captive Jlderim Bajazed in a cage of iron,
« in order to retaliate the infult offered: to the Perfians by a fovereign

« of thelower 4fia, who had treated Sbapor, King of Perfia, in the .

¢ {ame
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"¢ fame manner ; that he intended to carry him-in this confinement

“ into ~EI"art‘ar-‘y, but that the miferable prince died in Syria, ata place
« called A&fbebr.” This faét is not the more true, for being afferted by

-Ebn Arabfbak; but it feems firange, that the judicious M. d"Herbelot

thould have overlooked this paffage, and fhould fpeak fo pofitively of a
book, which he had read with fo little attention : nor is the point itfelf
of any great confequence ; byt it may fhow, how cautious we fhould
be, in relying upon the authority of illuftrious names.

In this obfcurity of human affairs, nothing remains for a wife hifto-
rian, but to confine himfelf to great and notorious events, in which
the true and inconteftable part of all Hiftory confifts; for, whenever
he defcends to particular charaéters, and minute defcriptions, or at-
tempts to relate the very words, and unfold ‘the fentiments, of prmces,
he will run into wildnefs and uncertamty, and Tead his readers into a
kind of fairy land, while they expeét to be conduéted through the paths
of real knowledge. Since in Hiftory, as in Philofophy, we can only
catch the general and ftriking features of Trutd, it is a folly to deck

“her pi€ture with our own imperfect colours, and to drefs up a phantom

of our 1maamatlon inftead of a reality.

. There are a multitude of hiftorical pieces in the Perfan, Arabian,
and Turkifh languages; fome of which are tolerably authentick, all
curious and entertaining, but very few written with tafte or fimplicity,
and none, which anfwer in any degree to the Ciceronian idea of per=
feGtion : they contain, however, the beft materials for an Hiftory of
Afia from the age of Mabomed to the prefent century, and the com-

_pletion of fuch a work, if any man had leifure or courage to undertake

it, would greatly enrich our Eurgpean literature. -
& - .

We come now, after a long interval, to confider the Perfian Hiftory
of the Life'of NADER SHAH, which was tranflated by the author of
the following work. It muft be allowed, that his teftimony is not

wholly
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wholly free from fufpxcxon but hxs narrative muft. neceﬁ'anly be more

_authenti'ck than that of our travellers, who' could not poﬂ‘ ibly be ac-
quamted with the fadts, which' they relate {o confidently.. The Perfan
hiftorian attended his Hero in many of his expeditions, and was an eye-
witnefs of the attions which he deferibes:: it is probable, inde€d, that his

attachment to ‘thé "Deliverer of his countfy might-induce” him to paint’
Nader Shab in brighter and moré pleafing colours than he deferved ; ta -

caft a veil over the deformitiés of his chdrd@er, and to prefent us only
with the beauties of if; but, as the work .wds finithed after the death
of the Monarch, and as it paffes a very free cenfure upon the latter
. part of his life, we may reafonably conclude, that the.author delivers
his real fentiments, though his veneration for thé memory of fo extra-
ordinary a man often betrays him into expreffions, which border upon

the meaneft’ flaitery. - The Perfian language has ‘declined fo much’

from its original purity, that nd great elegance could be expeé@ed from
Mirza Mabadi: the work is genuine, and may be récommended as a

curiofity ; but I will fairly confefs, that, had I been left to my own~

choice, it would have been the laft manufcript in theiworld, which I
~ thould have thought of tranflating: out of fo many Perfian boSks of
pcétry, ethicks, criticifm, fcience, hiftory, it would have been eafy to

have feleéted one more worthy of the public attention'; and the works

of Haféx or Sadi might have been printed for half the expenfc, and
in half the time. o

I was willing, however, to try, whether this 4fatick hiftory might
_not appear to better advantage without the ftiffacfs of a verbal tranfla~
tion; with which intent I drew up a fhort abftra@ of it in my native
language : ‘I ftripped the original of 'its affected flowers and ornaments,

and here prefent.the Englifh reader with all the interefting fads in a-

plain and natural drefs; but, in ,compliance with' Tully’s rules, I have
in fome places ventured to interpofe my own'judgement upon counfels,
aéb and events; have prefervcd the order of nme without anticipa-
tion or confufion; and have occafionally interwoven the defcription of

remarkable

549



550

PREFACE,

remarkable places; taking care to affert nothing of any moment withe
out the authority of the Perfian to fupport it, and not to run after the-
falfe gleam of conje@ures and ‘reports, by which moft of the writers
on the fame fubje& have been led. Afterall, I am far from expeéling,

that this little work will give me any claim to the title of an hiftos
rian: when I compare my piece, not only with the idea of Cicero, but
even with the produflions of pthers, I am like the drop of water, in
the fable of Sadi, which fell from a cloud into the fea, and was loft in
the confcioufhefs of its own infignificance. THhe chief merit of the
book, if it has any, confifts in exhibiting in one view the tranfaltions
of fixty years in the fineft part of 4fa, and in comprifing in a few

" fhort fetions the fubftance of a large volume. Life is fo fhort, and

time fo valuable, that it were happy for us, if all great works were re-

"duced to their quinteffence : a famous fcholar at Lespfick propofed to

geprint the vaft compilation of M. 4’ Heréelot, enlarged to the double of
its prefent fize ; but he would deferve better of the learned world, if
he would diminifh it to a fourth part of its bulk, by rejecting all its
repe;amons and fuperﬂumes.

Before T conclude this preface, it feems neceflary to give fome ac-.
count of the two fhort tralls, which were defigned as preparatory to
the principal work.

Te was tf:ought ufeful to prefix to the Life of Nader Shah, a ficciné?
defeription of Afia, and particularly of the Perfian Empire, that the
reader, upon opening the Hiftory, might not find himfelf in a country

“wholly unknown to him; and that he might be. prepared for the

Oriental names, which ia fuch a work could .not poffibly be avoided,
and are not eafily accommodated to an European ear. Many readers are
difgufted with the.frequent return of harth and unpleafing names of
rivers, citics, and provinces, the very found of which, they fay, conveys the
idea of fomething favage; but they would be at a lofs to affign a reafon,
why the Aras and the Fordt are words lefs melodious than the Dnieper
: © . 'and
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and the Bogh ;. why the archbithop of Grfze has a fofter title than the
Mullaof Ifpaban ;.or why the cities of Samarcand and Bokbara are lefs

agreeable to the ear than #arfaw and Cracow; yet the accounts of the

northern kingdoms are read with pleafure, and are thqught to abound
with a variéty of interefling events, while the hiftories of the Eaft are
negle€ted, and the Afatick languages confidered as inharmonious and
inelegant. It muft, neverthelefs, be remembered, that 2 great part of
- Perfia, and all Sogdiana, lie in the fame climate with Jraly and the
South of France; and that the people of Afa had among them a num-
ber .of fine writers, fublime poets, eminent artifts, at a time, when our
part of the world had neither learning, poetry, nor arts; when the in-
eftimable remains of Menander, Alceus, Sappb, and the reft, were pub-
lickly burned at Conflantinople by order of a Greek Emperor; and when
the' inhabitants of all Europe befides had.never heard of Menander, or
.dlmw, or. Sappba. : -

The differtation on Afatick Geouraphy mu{t, from its wery nature, be
iff and uniform. Tully,~whofe noble ftyle mwht have given a grace
to any fubje&t whatever, ‘had begun, at the xcqueﬁ of Atticus, to com-
polea Geograpbm:l Treatife ; but he never finithed it, becaufe be found
it a darren foil tbat was not favourable to the ﬂower.r of bis language *.

- - was very foon ‘aware. of this objeéhon, but, as fuch a work was
neceffary to my plan, it occurred to me, that the fubjet- ‘would appear
fefs dry, if it were interfperfed with anecdotes of Eaftern Literature, and
with fummary accounts of the learned men, whom each city. of Afia
.- has produced; for a relation of all their fieges and revolutions would
* have been fiill more unpleafant, and, jn general, the. cities of Perfiz
have bad the fame fortune with the Empire itfelf. It will be fair to
acknowledge, that, in both parts: of the Introduétion, many paffages
are borrowed from the celcbrated work of M. d’Hcr&dot .but nothing

¥ Etenim W quee conflitueram, magnum opus eft; et hercule funt s dificiles od expli-.
- mdnm ot ipnuhn net tam poﬂ'unt fobupyeatiisSar, quia videbatur, Ad, A, s. 3. s
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has been copied from him, which has not alfo been found in feveral
manufcripts : our materials ‘were taken from the fame originals; and
it is natural for two perfons, who fearch the fame mine, to meet with
the fame kind of ore. , The principal Geographers, whom 1 cbnffxlted,
were Abulfeda, and Ulugheg; the firft, a King of Hama in Syria, and
the fecond, a grandfon of Tamerlane, who'was alfo an excellent Aftro-
homer, and built a fine Obfgryatory in hls 1mpenal city of Semarcand.
It is much to be wifhed, that a corredt :Map of Afia were engraved,

with all the names properly fpelled, and the latitudes of the cities ex-
attly marked, upon the authority of thefe illuftrious writers ; but fuch
a work would. require infinite labour, fince a number of manuferipts
muft be collated, left the miftakes of ignorant tranfcribers fhould mif~
lead the defigner of the map, and the fine art of en'gra'ving' be applied
to perpetuate their ridiculous errours *, Until fome Geographer, equally
fkilled in the Egffern languages, and in the fcience which he profeffes,
will fupply an able artift with materials to accomplith this ufeful de-
fign, the reader of Afiatick hiftory muft be fatisfied with the Maps of
M. de la Groix, which are inferted in his Life of Tamerlane, and are far
the moft accurate of any, that I have had occafion to confult; efpecially
in the defcription of Kborafan, where notice is taken even of the caftle
at Kelat, fo frequently mentioned in the following Hiftory. The reader
will be candid enough to confider this effay on the Geography of 4z
as the fketch only of a larger tra&®, which, from the very nature of an
introduéory piece, muft needs be fuperficial and lmpenfe& for it would
be abfurd to make any introduétion fo copious, as to divert the reader’s

attention from the work, which it was intended to illuftrate.

In the Jbort Hiffory of Perfia, which follows the chapters on Geo-
graphy, I purfued, as clofely as I was able, the plan of a book com-

® A table of longitudes and latitudes is :already prepared by me, with a view to the work bere re-
commended : but I defpair of ever finding leifure to execute a tafk, which requires fuch attention and
accuracy. :

piled
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piled by Atmur, which ‘was greatly admxred by, the Romam, but-is now
’unfortunately loft ;- it contained an abfirat of general H; iftory, and exbi-

bited fn one.view & relqmn\qf the moft interefiing: wmt:, that" bappmed‘

in a'period of. feven bundred years *.. - Thus the fecond part of my Intros
duétion. comprifes all the great and memorable occurrencés in the
Perfan Empire, from the déubtful and fabulous ages to the decline of
the S¢ff family:in the prefehtchntury. it was extra@ed from feveral

Afiatick writersy Mirkkond, .IQbawdmtr, f‘era’uﬁ, &c. and. might have
been confiderably enlarged, if all the fables and dull events, which are
found, it muft be confefled, in great abundance in the onvmals, had
been tranfcribed at full length but it has long been a maxim with me,.
that, as, nothing fhquld be-admitted into: Hiftory, which is falfe,. how
agreeable {oever it ‘may be, fo nothing thould be related; merely ‘bew
e caufe it is ‘true, 'if it be not either inftruive or entertaining. ‘The
«dulleft records of ancient times thould.bé preferved, that theéy may oc--
- cafionally be confulted s but they thould.be; repofited:. in..¢abinets 'and
archives ' as the. old arms and 'utenfils of the: Romans; are ‘kept|in mu.
feums:.for the mfpeéhon of. the curious, while: moder.n pieces.of elevant
or ufeful;workinanthip: are the conftant. furniture of our apartments,.
either for. 'our pleafure, our conveniencé, or our defence: The poetical
fables.of the old  Perfians, however. curious or amufing,: ought not to be

. mixed;. like glittering drofs, with the pure- org:of true Hiftory: but, if

.fogné findent of Eaftern. litetature ‘would amufe himfelf with colleéting,
thefe fables, and reducing them to @ Syflem of Perfian Mytbology, he would
greatly aﬁiﬁ: .every learner. of the: Aﬁatxck lana'uages 5: who, without.

L

e Cognofcat etuun reram ge(hmm et memoriie veteris ordmem maxu'né fcxhcet mﬁrz civitatis, fed

‘et mpemﬁr.u populernm et vegum -llnyfrnal : quem laborem ‘nobis Atici “noftri: lévavit labor; qui cow=
. Jervatis motatifiue-temporibus, labil a.vnllaﬂrc prcrmui‘tmr axmrnm ﬁplugemru memoriam xee Izh'
colligavit, Cle. Omat., . .,  : B
! Nempe eum dicis, mq\ut, quo ifte ememene. reram wemeriam lrumr, et, ut wiki qmdun vifum d{,
perdiligenter complexus eft ¥ Iftum ipfum, inquam; Brate, dico librumi mihi faluti fuiffe: Tum.
Artions 2 Qptatifimum mihi quidem eft quod. dmuy('edqmd tandem habuit liber ifte; quod-tibi aut
hovum aut tanto ufui poﬂi:t effe! Hle verd et nova, ‘inquam, mihi quidem multa, et cam utilitatem,
quam requircham, ut, explicatis wrdinibus temporam, mnng/'pc&lc-uwdam,&c.

- v ) . 1d. De Clar. Omt. -

o

" Vor.v. o 4B _ , fuch
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. fuch help, muft be ftopped in. every' page by allufioris to adventures, of

which ‘he never heard; fince a man, who is unacquainted- with the
Yairies; dragoms, and encbanters,. fo frequently- introdticed in. the poems
of ‘Ferdufi ; who knows nothing of the griffon Simorg, the fpeaking
horfe of Roffam, the dark fea which furrounds the world, the moun-
tain of Kaf, or the battle of the twelve Heroes, can no more pretend
to read the fineft writings of Perfa, than’he could underftand the Odes
of Pindar, if he never heard Of-the 77 rojen war, the groves of Elyfium,
the voyage of the Argamut.r, or the feveral attributes of the heathen
Deities.

The Perfians would not readily forgive my prefumption, if they.
knew what a libérty I have taken with their Chronology, and bow many
thaufand years I have retrenched from the pretended. Duration of their
Empire. They reckon but elmen Monarchs of the firft race, and zine,
including Darius, .of the-fecond; yet they affign to the reigns of thefe
twenty princes a. period of above three thoufand years, or an bundred and

fifty to each prince one with another} but thefe are Perfan tales: hu-

~

man nature is nearly the fame in all ages; and it has been proved by

the ftrongeft inducion, that Kings:feldom reign, one with another,
longer than eighteen or twenty years each*: fo that we muft afcribe

" thefe fiftions of the Perfian Chronolgers to the vain defire of ag,

dizing their country, by raifing its Antiquity fo far beyond the ttuth.

It is with the utmoft diffidence,. that I venture to add an obfervation
of my own upon any work of NEWTON ;" whofe admirable traéts on
the abftra& fciences, and on the application of thofe fciences to natural
Philofophy, exhibit the nobleft fpecimen of perfe&ion, to which the
human intelle& can be exalted ; and whofe treatifes on lighter ﬁ}bje&s,
though incapable, from their very nature, of ftri® demonftration, are
not without many ftrokes of that piercing genius, which raifed him
above all men who ever'lived: but it appears to me, that his medium

® Sce Newren's Chronslogy, p. 52+
: of
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of twenty years £9°a reign'is too. genera], and, tha,t, in fomq ages and
nations, it muft: Be confiderably . lefs; in others,. far greater; according.
to the neceffary- differghce of -government or manners,. in the dxﬂ'crcnh
empires of the ‘world. Fhus, by comparing the duration of the, nio=
dern Afatick dynaﬁlcs, fince the: decline of the Califate, with the: reigns.
of the feveral princes, I haye’ Qbfervcd that thofe Monarchs have fel-
_dom fitten on the throne longer :han ten or twelve yearsee eachyat a mex
dium ; for, if one ‘or twonpﬁ- ;h¢m haVe ‘eontrived tq. hold theis feats
Jerty years, the greater part of them have reigned but_fix or Jtven, ,q;;d,
many have been dethroned.in a few months, fome, even in a'few days,,
after their acceffions. This can be owing to nothing, but the imperfec-
tion of thofe unhappy governments, where a. Sultan, no fooner has: the,
diadem on his head, than his minifters, fons, or brothers, form.a, con=.
federacy. aoamﬂ' him, fo that he.either ,,pen{hes in. the field, or clofes,
his days in prifori, to. make room. for ‘one: of his relations,: wha- fre=;
quently meets with the fame fate: this is apparent from almof} every’
page.in the Hiffories of modern-Afia.. “The -cafe; was. xvery. different in;
the infancy of the Perfian Empuez the Aqvereigns were almoft deified.
by the people; whom they: had:¢ivilized ;- the temperance.of thofe early,
ages might tend to Idbgthen their natural lives ; and few of them weié"
udifturbed. by civil xvars or rebellions ; fo that we: may.Gafely allaw the
fpace of five bundred and fixty years to the twa firlk. families ‘of Perfian.
Kings, or fwenty-eight to & reign; which computation, :if we count.
backwards, from the death of Darius, in the tbrce—bundrea’-ibirtigtb.
year before CHRIST),: will place the foundation of the Perfan Mo-
"narchy in - the’ eight-bundred-ninetieth year before . the: fame -Epoch,
about fourteen years, according to Newton, after the burning of Trey,
and juft a century before fome General or feudatory of Tabmuras founded.
‘the dynafty of the Affyrians *: but here we muft obferve,’that it is not
poffible for us, to fix the precife years, in which each of thefe ancient

% Ifwe h fo many des from the Antiqui ,ofthaPexﬁanEmpm.nnxmpoﬂiHu!hl
Caixmaras thould be the King of Elom menuonedemphue,ufome'ntmhavempéhnd.

Monarchs
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Monarchs began "his feign, or how ‘long each of theit really fat on his
t'h;;pné 5 fo'that thefe calculations, when we-defcend to fxﬁnute ‘p;i_i'ﬁqulars,
1-;'1}}& needs be very uncertain, and, where we canu‘ott..hose to 'ﬁﬁa“the per-’
fe@ truth, we muft, like the old Academivks, be content with a’ bare
probability. To conclude; if any eflentia] miftakes be deteed in this
whole pcifoi-mance, the readerwill exgu_fe them, when he refle@s upon
the great v‘agiety of dark and ‘inrtricatc_']z@;ié'fs, which are difcuffed in it;
and if the obfcurity of the fubjeg‘t‘be not a fuftient plea for the errours,
\ﬁ/hich may. be ‘difcovered in the work, %t i 6e’lcor_tﬁdered, to ufe the
words of Pope in the preface to his juvenile Poems, #bat there are very
JSew things in this collection, which were not written under the age of five
and twenty ; mott of them, indeed, were compofed in the intervals of
my leifure in ¢2e South of France, before I had applied my mind to a
ftudy of a very different nature, which it is now my refolution to make.

* the fole-objet of my life. Whatever then be the fate of this produ&ion,

I fhall never be tempted to vindicite any part. of it, which may be
thought exceptionable ; but fhall gladly:refign my own opinions, for-
the fake of embracing others, which rday feem more probables being
perfuaded, that nothing is more laudable than the love of Truth, no~’
thing more odious thah the obftinacy of perfifting ifi Errour, Nor thall
I eafily be induced, when I have difburdened myfelf of two more
pieces, which are now in the prefs, to begin any other work of the
literary ‘kind ; but fhall confine myfelf wholly to that branch of know-’
ledge, in which it is my chief ambition to excel. It is a painful con-
fideration;, that the profeffion of literature, by far the moft laborious of
any, leads to no real benefit or true glory whatfoever. " Poetry, Science,
Letters, when theyare not made the fole bufinefs of life, may become:
its ornaments in profperity, and its moft pleafing confolation in a-
change of fortune; but, if a man addi@ls himfelf entirely to learning,
and. hopes by 1dat, either to raife a family, or to acquire, what fo
many wifth for, and fo few ever attain, an bomourable retirement in
bis declining age, he -will find, when it is too late, that he has mif
taken his path; that other labours, other “frudies are neceflary ; and

that,
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that, unlefs he ca.n affert his own independence jn aftive hfe, it will
aval huxr httle, to be favoured by the learned, efteemed by the emi<
nent, orwctomxﬁendcd even by Kings. It is true, on the other haﬂd,
that no external advantacres can make any amends for the lofs of vufue
and mtegntv, which alone givea perfe& comfort to him who poﬂ'cﬁ'es
them. Let a man, therefoﬁ, who withes to enjoy, what no f'ortune

or honour can beftow, #be bl ﬁrzg of Jelf-approbation, afpire to the glor Y

given to Pericles by a ccleb);ate&,’Hxﬁqr{qn, qf being acguathted with all
afeful knowledge, of expre]ing what he knows with copiotifnefs and ﬁ'eedom,
of loving bis friends and country, and of -difdaining the mean pm_‘/l'at.r of
Jucre and iritereft * : this is the only career, on which an honeft man

ought to enter, or from which he can hope to gain any folid happmefs. :

* Toiiks v v Yomrary xal igunnions vatrey @Mﬂhk i kad pnasTate xpriaon, .
- Thucyd. 3. $o,
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wmem~The flow'r and choice
Of many Provinces from bound to bound,

_ From Arackofis, from Candasr caft,
And Margiana, to th' Hyrcanian cliffs
Of Cancafus; avd dark Jberian dalcs,
From Atrepatia, and the neighb’ring plains
Of Adiabene, Media, and the fouth
Of Sufiaxa, to Balfare’s haven.

. Mutow,
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CHAP. L

Tbe Perf lan Empxre

I RAN*, or the vaﬁ Empxre, whlch we commonly call PERSIA is
a country boundcd on all fides by feas or rivers. It has the Indian fea. ou
the fouth, and the Cafpian direftly oppofite to it: the Perfian gulf, or,
as the Afiaticks call it, the Green Sea, the Tigris and Eupbrates, the
Cyrus and Araxes, the Qzus or Baffrus, and the five branches of the
Indus, divide it on the other fides from Arabia, from Syria, from
Georgia, from Turkefian, and from India. As alk the provinces in this
Empire muft have changed their boundaries in a courfe of ages, it will
not be eafy to -reconcile exattly the accounts of ancient and modern
Geographers ; but we fhall attcmpt to make them agree as ncarly as
pofiible..

PARSY, or Perfis, has on the fouth a gulf, to which it gives its
name, and along which it extends near three hundred leagues: it has

* ol tovl
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-

Kermdn on the eaft; Kbuziftdn on the weft 5 and a vaft defert, named
Noubandzgan, which embraces it on the north, divides it from Kho-
rafdn, or, The Province of the Sun. On the border of this defert is the
beautiful valley of Bavin*, often alluded to by the Arabian poets,
which is reckoned one of the four Paradifes of Afia; the other three are
the vale of Damafcus, the banks of the river Obolla, and the plain of Sogd,
in the midft of which ftands the flourithing city of Samarcand: all
thefe places are faid by travellers to be delightfully pleafant; and the
mildnefs of the air, joined to the clearnefs of the rivulets, which keep
a perpetual verdure on the plains, give us the idea of the moft charming
fcenes in nature.

The fineft cities in Perfis are, 1. SHIRAZ, furrounded with plea-
fant gardens, and famous for having given birth to the poets, Hafez and

. 8ddi = its inhabitants are- fair and wcll made, and are remarkable for

the livelinefs of their wit. 2. TEZD the birth-place of Sharfeddin
Ali, an elegant author, who wrote the life of Tamerlane: and, 3. FI-
RUZABAD, or, The Region of Happinefs, where a very able gram-
marian was born, who compiled an admirable. dictionary of the 4ra-
bick language, which he juftly entitled F Alcdmis; or, The Ocean; he
lived in the fourteenth century, and Tamerlane is faid to have made
him a prefent of five thoufand ducats : he is ufually called Firdzabddi.

When you have paffed the defert of Noubendigdn, you enter the pro-
vince of KHORASAN, the Badfriana of the Ancients: it is the moft
eaftern kingﬂom of Iran, and takes its name from Khor $, an old word
for the Sun, It is bounded on the north by the Ozus, on the weft by
a defert, and on the eaft by the mountains of Candabdr, which feparate

*=In Perfian Db{ g_‘,‘;.,;, + To Arabick o~ }aw'
$ In Perfian ’=' "This word is ufed by Ferdufi; but, in the modern language of the poets, it is
coramonly joined with (3, , %, @ word of the fame meaning. :
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it from India. - Its prmcxpal cities, all of which have beeri at dxﬁ'erent
times the feats of Kings, are, 1. BALKH, where Lobora_/}b, facceffor
to Cyrus, retired, having placed his fon'upon the throne of Perfia’; it
was the birth-place of Mirkbond, the hiftorian, and ‘of the fublime
poet Gelaleddm, who wrote the Méfnavi, a moral work, high® eftcemed
in the Eaft.” '2. HERAT, the Aria of the Greeks, whence the tetri-
tory dependma on it was called “driana; it was a magnificent City, till

it was ruined by the Tartars: the learned Kbondemzr, whé was born -

in it, gives us a full dcfcnptxon of its palaces, mofques, and’ gardens,
in’ the twelfth chapter of his General Hiftory. 3. MERU SHAH-
-¥AN, or, The Delight of Kings ; it was once a pleafant city, but had
the fame fate with Herat. 4. NISHAPOR, which was built or re--

‘paired by Shapor, fon of Ardefbir. Several excellent men were born
‘in this City, the chief of whom were Aitér, who wrote a Pendndma,

-or 'book- of frg/truiizons, and Ca?ebi, who' compofed a poem on the.
loves of Babardm, king of Perfie, and the fair' Gulenddm. ~ The great
fquare of this city was called Meidin, m which was born a learn-
-ed grammarian, thence named Meiddni,” who publithed a large col-
lettion of Arabian proverbs, with elaborate “notes.” The: other po-
pulous city of Kborafan is, 4. TUS, now called MESHEHED, or,
-The tomb qf Martyrs which was made in this century the Capital of

:Khorafan; it was the native city of the aftronomer Naséreddin, and the
‘ poet Ferduﬁ, who, after'a number of adventures, ended his days in it.

“The little town of ¥4 ‘M or ZA'M deferves 1o be mentioned among

thefe cities, becaufe it was the birth-place of ‘the illuftrious FAMI, a

‘moft animated and elegant poet, whofe beautiful compofitions, on a
great varicty of fubjels, are preferved at Ozford in twenty-two vo-
lumes. He flourithed in the middle of the fifteenth century, and dedi-
cated one of his poems to Mobammed 1. The cities of Balkh, Herat,
and Meru, or at leaft the names of them, are very ancient: they are
&id to be mentioned by Zerdufbt, in the firft fe@ion of his Pazend,
among the fixteen deligﬁtful places, which Ormufd raifed, and Aberman
endeavoured to deftroy, < -

’

SE-
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SEGESTAN*, or SISTAN,. the Drangiana of the Greeks, has part
of the Defert, and Kerman, on the Weft, and on the Eaft the country
of Gour, famous for a rich mine of turkis-ftones, between which and
India lies the territory of Rdwver; it touches alfo, at its eaftern boundary,
the province ‘of MULTAN, which makes a part of Sind: it has
another defert, and part of Mocran, on the fouthy and joins on the
north to Zablefidn.. The country of Segeffan confifts chiefly of plains,
and is very fruitful in’ palm-trees; it is alfo rich in mines of gold, the
ore of which-is uncommonly pure. Its chief cities are, 1. BOST,
whence a moral poet of great reputation in Perffa was named BOSTI ;
and, 2. ZERENGE, which was a populous and commercial town dur~
ing the reign of the Sefarien princes. This province, and Z4ZBLES-
TAN, the ancient drachofia, wexe confidered as one principality by the
old Perfians ; and Rgftam, the commander under Cyrus, held it as a fief
from the Kings of Iran. The cities of note in Zablefiin are, 1. CA-
BUL, which, indeed, is generally reckoned the capital of another pro=
vince, named CABYULISTAN, and no man, as the Indians fay, can
be called the ruler of India, who has not taken poffeffion of Cdul.
2. MEIMEND, an agreeable town, furrounded with mieadows, wa-
tered kby freth ftreams, and with gafdens, that produce excellent fruit.
3. GAZNA, or GAZNIN, from which the family of Mabmid, who
conquered thefe provinces in the tenth century, were called Gaznevis ;
it is an unpleafant city, and its inhabitants are forced to fend to Meimend
for their fruit and herbage :  this city, as well as Cdbul, was under the
dominion of the Indian Emperor in the prefent century, but they were
an eafy conqueft to the Perfians. 4. BAMIAN, which Genghiz took by
ftorm in the year 1224, and almoft ruined, in the violence of his grief

for the lofs of his grandfon, who was killed during the fiege.

"We may place the large proyince“'of SII\_fD-*‘E next to Segefién, be-
caufe, though it is generally reckoned a part of India, yet it compre=

* Gl + O -
' hends
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* hends both. MOCRAN, the ancient: Gedrqﬁa, and MULTAN, which
havebeen confidered as provinces. of Perfia;; and here we may obférve,
that the Eaflerns divide the Iridian Empire.into two parts,. which they
_ call. HIND, and SIND ; by Hind, in its ftriftelt fenfe, they mean the

diftricts on both fides of the Ganges, and by Smd the country that lies
on each fide of the Sinddb. or Indus, efpecmlly where it difcharges:.it-
{elf into the ocean, .Smd therefore, including -Mocrdn .and; Multdn,
is bounded on the fouth. by: the Indian, {ea,. which. embraces it in.the
form of a bow :_ it has Hind, on the.eaft; .and on the weftys Kermdn, with
part of Segeftdn, which alfo bounds it on the north;- but if; with. forre
Geographers, we make it comprife even Zablefidn and:Cdbul, itsnprth-

- ern limits will extend as far ds CASHMIR *, that delightful and‘exs

traordinary valley, celebrated over all Afia for the fingular beauty of its
inhabitants, the ferenity .of: its. air, and the. abundarice. of ,its delicipus
fruits : if, .again,. we’ include Cafbmir alfo. in this.divifion of Indig,, it
will reach as far northward as TIBIT or T0BAT, the ‘country of the
fineft mufk, which has China on the caft,. and Ouental Tartary on the
weft and north ; but we are wandering from our road: let\ us- retum
to Iran.’

The principal cities of Sind are, 1. DAIBUL whcre the Porilu-
‘guefe had a fettlement. 2. MANSURAT, which we by contration
call Surdt, fituated in the territory of KAMBAIA a city well known
to our merchants and travellers: and 3. BIRUN, famous for bemg
the birth-place of Abu Ribdn an excellent Aﬁronomer and Phxlofopher,
who _travelled forty years in India in fearch of knowlcdcc 1hou0h
fome writers fuppofe him to be a native of anothcr Birin } n Kbarezm .

‘Between Mocrdn, the mountains of which are wathed by a branch
of the Indus and Perfis, is the provmcc of KERMAN +, or, .as the
* Ancients called it, Carmarua which is bounded by the defert ‘on the

Y
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north;. and on the fouth by the Perfian gulf: the foil of Kermdn is ex-
tremely dry, as-it is watered by no confiderable river. The cities of
this province are, 1. SIRJAN, which’ the inhabitants have cone
trived to water ‘with artificial canals. .2, ZEREND, and 3, HOR-
MUZ, -which was formerly on the continent, but was afterwards
transferred to an ifland of the fame name in the gulph of Perfia. The
commerce of this City was removed by ‘the‘Perjians to the port of 4b-
bas, or Gomron. . Many learned ‘men were born in Kermdn, the moft
celebrated of whom were the pocts Kbdjab, Kermdni, and Omadeddin
the firft of them was remarkable for the richnefs and fplendour of his
{tyle, ‘the fecond for the correfnefs and. elegance of his verfes, they
both'left collc&xons of their- Odcs and Elegies.

- 'To'the weft of Pars is the Province of KHUZISTAN *, which the
Grccks callcd Sufiana; it has no mountain in it, but conﬁfts wholly of
large plains. It has part ‘of Perfian Irdk on the north, the Gulf to the
fouth’; and it extends weftward as far as the plains of #dffet, and the
port of Bafra, whence Milton fays

The fouth
of Suﬁana, fo Balfira s baven.

Baut he prohounces the word Bafra very improperly, and makes alfo a
confiderable miftake, in putting into the mouth of the Tempter the
name of a city, which was not built #ill fix bundred years after the
temptatzon The principal cities of Kbuziftdn are, 1. TOSTAR or
SHUSTER, the ancient Sufa, famous for a manufa&ory of rich vel-
vets. 2. AHIWAZ, which has a large territory, or rather province
around it: the country of Zbwaz contains the fmaller cities of Corkdb,
Dourak, Rambormoz, and Afcar Mocram.

* u'-wa'J* .
ARA-
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ARABIAN or Babylonian IRAK ¥; the ancient, Babjlonia o Chal:

‘ dea, comprifes the diftriéls, "which lig on each'fide of the Tigtis, and.
confequently has'Mefopotamia on the weft, and Cibifidn or Partbia on’
-the eafty: This was the feit of the Babylonian pfinces ;.and the ruins'
of Babel or'Babylon are ftill thown at fome diftance. from B4GDAD,:

the .capital "of the province; which was: built in themiddle.of: the

eighth century. by .the .Calif Almanfér. - This city was raifed on. the:
{pot, where a Peifian prindefs had formerly built a.palace, whith fhe:
called the gift of Bag, the name of her idol; but. Almianf{ér named .it.
the Manfion of Peace, becaufe he bad juft put an end to a fortunate war,:

when the city was finithed. Bagddd was alfa. called ZAURA, by

which name the 1lluﬁnous and amiable Togrdi mentions it in his poem,.
entitled: Lamiq. .” The Arabzans, -who inhabited this® Cityiunder ithe
Califs, 'were remarkable for the purity and elegance of ‘their dialeé ;.

whence Sadi boafts, that he knew the art of love, as well as 2 native
of Bagddd {poke the language of Arabia. The Tartars, Perfians,and:
Turks have been fucceffively in poffeffion of this city::it was taken in:
the year 1638 by the Sultan Morad I1L and it has remained to this day
in the hands of the Turki ifb princes, for Abmed who governed it in the
prefent century, had the addrefs to defend it againft the  repeated af~
faults of :the Perfians. ‘The other confiderable ‘cities of Irdk are;
2. CUFA, from which the ancient Arabick letters are called Cifick, for
the modern chara&ers were not inverited till the beginning of the tenth:
century. -The neighbourhood of Cufa has been rendered facred to the:
Perfians by the tombs of Ali, and bis fon Huffein, who'was killed on:
the plain of - Kerbeld 4. 8. HEIF, rex‘narkable for a fountain of naph-

it

+ Mr. Hanevay has fhetamorphofed this Babylenian plain into a Perfas Pmphet, whom he éally:

. Gberbellai. (Vol. iv. page 74) Such a miftake is very excufable,. as the name of Kerdelé rings, fays
M. & Herbelat, in all the elegics that have been compofed on the death of Hufin; but 'the warthy.
writer had too great a confidence in his authorities. 'The twelve prophets, or, more properly, hlgh-
priefts of the Perfiaxs, are Aliy Hoffan, Hufein, Ak Il Mo&a”el Yafar, Mafa, Rixa, Abu Jifer,
AGTIL Hq[a 11. and Mabadi, who is fuppoled by the zealots of the c& to be fill living, and doomed,
to appelr on thelaft day with the Mﬁd

tha
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tha or bltumen, with- whlch accordmcr to the Oriental tradition, the
tower of Babel was built on the plains of Senaar. 4. MADAIN, near
which the ancient Clefiphon probably ftood; it was the metropolis of
Irak in the reign of Perviz, whofe throne of maffy gold, covered with
jewels, together with other ineftimable treafures, was found in it, after
the battle of Cadaffiz, and plundered by the Arabs. 5. HOLVAN,
where the Califs ufed to refide in fummer for the frefhnefs of its air;
it ftands in the mountains between the two Iraks: and, laftly, BASRA

‘a’ commercial City well known to” our merchants; it is unpleafantly
fituated, by reafon of the uncommon drynefs of the foil ; but not far

from it the river Obollz flows through a dc]iglitful valley, and makes
it one of the moft beautiful fpots in 4fia. In this city was born the
celebrated Hariri, who compofed a moral work in fifty differtations on
the changes of fortune, and the various conditions of human life, in-
terfperfed with a number of agreeable adventures, and’ feveral fine
picces of poetry : the ftyle of thefe dxfcourfes * is {o rich, elegant, and
flowery, ‘that a man, who underftands them accurately, may juftly be
called 4 perfeét mafter of the Arabtck lanvuace. . : .

~

PERSIAN _IRAK, .named_ alfo CUHIS T AN or the mountainous
country, and GEBAL, which bas the fame fenfe in .Arabick, feems to
be the Parthia of the ancients: it is remarkable, that the words Par-
thia and Perfia were both taken from one word, that is, Pars or Parth,
for the Afiaticks had a letter, which they fometimes pronounced tb, and
fometimes s; Pars } fignifies a Leopard, and the country might, per-
haps, have taken its name from its being infefted with beafts of that
fpecies: but this is only offered as 4 conjecture, and the fé&, on which
it is grounded, may happen not to be true; it adds, however, fome

" weight to this opinion, that the people of Afia frequently gave names

to countries from the animals which were found in them, or the plants
which they produced : thus part of Africa was, very probably, named

*In Arnﬁid‘@u[j" Mecdmds or Sittings, +In Pﬂfu letters o~ JL'
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Libyagfrom Lebia *; which: fignifies a Lione/s in.the eaftern dxale&s
It may be worth wlnle to_remark in this place,: that the Qld,map qf the
mountain, who:is mentioned in our accounts of the Crufades, wasino,
other than a‘Princg;of the Umachan family, who reig ncd in Gebal, .of
the mountamous province,. with, the; title of Sheikb, an, Arabzck .wordy
’ ﬁgmfymg an Old map as. well as: a.Przm:e. v

R
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The two Iraks are, i%ud to, be ﬁne provmﬁ:es, and thexr\,heapn;; are
partlcularly defcribed by the Perfian poet Kbacdri in his poem entitled
Irakem, the dual number of Irak.

- EERTYS SOOI ST R : - "A.“\m)(‘x raal
- ‘The principal. ities of Cubifidn argy. 11 1SPAHAN; which the Sef
family made the Metropolis of their ‘kingdom. “The fplendour arid riches
"~ of this city under Abbas, and his immediate fucceflors, are.well knowa
in Europe by. the relations of Chardin, who has defcribed them with a
minute exatnefs;ibot. forus,’ who prefet the.gening pf dts‘inkiabitants
-t6 the' laxury of:itst Kings, it will be' fufficient; to ention:the: learned
men;:who-were barn in- iti; the chief of them: were Omdd Elcateb, who
pubhihcd the life of Selabeddznpwhom weé call Saladm, iny feven yo-
Jomes; and an decount of the.Siege bof Yerufalem in.a foparate ,vyork,@gth
awritten in a flowery and elevated fyle ;. and the poet Kemdleddin,: whe
ieft a Divan, or'colle&ion'of his elegant verfes. 2. HAMAIJAN, an
dgreeable'éity, ‘Gtuated near the mountdin Alvénd, and remarkablé for
4 fiefh dnd ¢emperate air ; it was the birth-place of 2n eloquent writen,
-who produced fome:rhetorical. difcourfes, in imitation of ‘which} Hariri
compofed his admxrable differtations. " 3.. 'KQM, where the richeft \Pes-
Sian filks were woven. - 4: CASHAN,. famous likewife. for its manu-

fa€tory of filk, and for.th®# dangerous venom.ef:its.{corpions, which -

.has even paffed intq a, proverb.. , 5. CAZVIN, called alfo Gemdlabdd,
.or the Region of Beauty, where many able fcholars, and learned hifto-
rians were born.. 0. REI, the moft northern city of Partbza, in wh;ch

N
[
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weté born the fublimé philofopher Fakbreddin, abd the phyficiany come

inonly ealled Rdxi, whofe works begin to be kfiown i Edfope, as thofe
of Boerbave begid to bé ftudied in Afiz¢ aid 7. NOHAVEND, ces

lebrated for being the fcene of the laft battle,” which the Perfians were

able to give to the vfrabs; who gained a eomplete vitory under the
command of Ebn Yemen in thé year of Chtift 641, 6h a day which the
Arabians call * The victory of vitfories. Thefe cities, together with

Abber, Sava, and others, have beén eXa&ly deseribed ’by the traveller

Chardin. :

‘The province of Cubifidn has on the Eaft thc‘vaﬁ defert of Nouben-

- digén, and, on the Weft, Azarbigiam, the ancient Media ; its fouth-

ern limits are'the: bordérs of Stg/' ana; its northcm, part of .Dilem and
Mazenderan. R ‘ . .

‘lﬂ" [

' tAZARBIGIAN '{', ‘or: Medm,‘ JIRRAN or Jdlropatm, and .AR~
MENA, or Armenia; are confidered by fome Eaftern- Geographeis as
©One Prévince or Kingdom, and we inay, therefore, defcribe them tow
gether,: “They are. bbunded ‘on:.theeaft by part of Cubiffdn, and the

" Oafpidn provinces ; on the weft, by Rém, or the lower fia; on

the” north they have Georgia and Circaffias on the. fouth, a canton
of Mefopotamia, and Curdifidn, part of the ancient. . d[fyria.. .The
'moft’ 'remarkable cities . of dzarbigia'n are: i. A4RDEBIL, confi~
dered as facred by the Perfians, for containing the tombs of Sefiade
din and Heider, the venerable anceftors of the' Seff family. 2. T4-
BRIZ, commonly called Tauris, which, in the laft century, was
a large and beautiful city, but has been much impaired during the
late diforders in Perfia - It ftands at the fodt of a mountain, which the
.Greeks called Orontes, a word corrupted, pechaps, from Orand; and a
{mall river winds through its ftreets. -The air of Tauris is cool, dry, and
o healthy, that.itis faid to have taken its name from its quality of re-
fifting any noxious infection ; for Tab fignifies a fever, and Riz is the

* In drabick ijﬂ] fu + ottt

participle
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paftmpl@ Df Rikbten, to difperfe®, : There was ap angient city, which
fopd néarly in. the' fame- place, and is called Talpl; by Plalemy.: Thc
moft illnftrious pprﬁm born at Tabriz, was the pogt Hemdm; whg;@pn,xy
rithed :in the ﬂnrtcenth cgittyry, and. was contemporary with Sadj;
There is.a very avmeablc fory told by M. d'Herbelot of thefe two poets,
which, though foreign from the fubject of geography, deferves to be

inferted.  S4di, -who fpent h{s\you‘th' in travelling, happened to . meet- h
Hemdm in a:certain city, either in a bath, oratia banquets: thep gans
verfed for a long time without knowing one another, and d.i@QYSIFé the -

places of their birth; fome time after, Hemdm, obferving that Ssdi was
almoft bald, a defe& imputed to the 2ir of Sbpiraz, thowed him the bot-.
tom of a cup, which héheld in bis hand, and afked hing bow it bappened,
that the beads of the Shirazians were like that cup? Sady, without hefitat-
ing, took the cup, and, ptefenting the hollow . part of it £o his companion,
tell me firfb faid ihe; how 3t happens that dhe beds of the Tabrizians are
like-this2.. . Hediimyi mheisias scery rich aud wellborn} was furprifed at
{0’ fmart & replyfromi acdervife, iforSedl ufed go dravel iy that drefs,
aud bégan to treat him with more refpedts - Xou. somey faid be, from

< Shiraxy ‘do-yau kdoi.Sddi ¥ has b compofed any new piece of poefry &7

Sadi replied,:¢hathe kiitw bit,'and repeated fome of his fineft yerfes,
The other was highly pleafed: with them,-and atked him if the people
of Shiraz fet any value on the poems of Hemdr s he anfwered, that they
were greatly admired, and repeateda couplet taken from them, which
Sntimated; 4¢ that there was 4 weil between his belgved gnd hip, & but that
i was time $o remaue it, and haye a full view of ber perfedipns.” Upon
this they made theinfelves knawn o .cach ther, and- qqluvatcgl the
ﬁn&cﬂ: fmend{h!p nll theirdeath. -7 . T
R Lt

The great cities of Arran and Armuua are, GANGIA, ;md ERL-
VAN, its Capital,-a darge but unpleafant town, without apy fine
«<difice in'it; or any other ornament.than a number ,of gardens, and

. . "I o oS Sl
vineyards.
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vineyards. ‘Some Geographers, and among them the prince of Hamab,
place in Armenia the cities which we.confider as belonging to Georgia
or Gurgiftdn; thefe are SHAMCUR, and TEFLIS, a city not large
but tolerably elegant :-it is wathed.on the eaftern fide by the 'river
Ker or C_yrus, and defended on the othcr fides by ftrong and beauuful
walls. ‘ - : “ , .

"SHIRVAN * and DAGIIESTAN § or Tbe cautztry qf rock.s‘ are
thofe provmces wlnch Milton calls.-
R a1 Hyfcanian cliffs.. .

- Of Caucafus, and dark Ibernm dales. -

-The firft of them feems to"be denved fmm szr, a kom and the fc—
‘contd from’ Ddgh, @ cliff.+ ' Dagbeftan;, the - ancient: Albania; which is
‘inhabited by a bold and warlike race of banditti, called Lekzies, ‘Téachiés

along the Cajpian to the borders of the Ruffian Empire* it has on the
north the vaft defert of Capcbac, which has ever been the nurfery of hardy,

and'untamed warrioufs; and, exténds from: the Wolga to 'the imménfe

regionis of north-eattern Fartary or Siberia. ~The citiesiof Shirvdri are,
1.. BACU, a’port on the Cafpian lake,. whence it is called the Sea of

‘Bicu: 2. SHAMAKHI, 4 city well known te the Ruffians: and

3. DERBEND or the' barrier, which ftands at the foot-of Mount
Cancafus’ or Keitdf, and commands the Cafpian - this place was: called
by the ancients Capie porte, by the Turks, 'Demir Capi, or, the gate
of iron, and by the Arabs, Bdbelabwab $, or the important paffage. It
was anciently confidered as the boundary of the Perfian Empire, and
an old king of Perfia built to the north of it a vaft ‘wall, like that of
China, which has been repaired at different times, .in order to prevent
the incurfions of the Kbozdrs, and other favage mations, who infefted
the rocks between the Cafpian and Euzine feas, Some ruins of this

*k?bﬁs‘ . +‘ Uu”f"’élé ) b4 Litex.nﬂy, mgu}f‘nm.
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mound are ftill to be feen, and the cement of it is as hard as marble.
This'city was ;once-thought fo- confiderable, that the. governor.of it
had the privilege of giving audience in,  golden chair, whence the. tel;w
. ntory around it was called Sertreddhebab, or,. the throne of gold *,

DILEliI and GIIILAN the country, perhaps, of the ancxeut Ca-
dufi; and Gele, are defcribed together by the illuftrious Grographer
Abu’l Fedd, prince’ of Hdimah, who reckons: but feven towns in th'cm’
neither of whxch are at all remarkable thefe provirices, according to
him, contain two dc«rrees from fouth to inorth, and about three from
weft to eaft. Thefe two countries, ‘joined to ‘TABERESTAN, _and

MAZENDERAN+, feem to. form- the great kingdorp, called by the-

Ancients Hyrcania:and Margiana. The: capital. of ‘Mazgnderdn.,is,
‘ASTERABAD, which ftands:in the territory of Jorjdz; and,the thief

city of Tabereflan is, AMOL, the:birth-place: of Ibn-Joreir or Taberi,.

an exa& and agreeable Hiftorian, whofe work was publithed in Ara-

bick at the beginning of the-tenth century,/and has fince been: tran- -

flated by eminent writers into. Perfian and Turk: _/b _}»‘-_ AL s

F R R Y PRV SO T NIy Ry

: o LEEL
‘Kbuarezm, or KHAREZM 1, the country, of Lhe amemz Cborafmtl,
Yies on each fide of ‘the-Ozus; as far as the place where it formerly dif;
charged itfelf . into the Cafpian; fo that it belongs partly to.Irdn, partly
to Turdn: it has great Tartary on the.north and north-eaft, Kborg/fin
- on the fouth; and is bounded on théeaft; by the.Tranfoxan, provinces.
The word. Kbarezm fignifies- in qlcl "Perfian: an‘qu conqug/t) and. took
its name, we are told, from an expreﬂion of Cyrus, who, havmc in this
country,, defeatcd a numerous arniy of Thramam,kthh  Jietle, lofs on his
fide, was heard to fay Kbarexmi bid, or, it was'an eafy viclory ; a tra-
dition, which feems to prove the antiquity” of the\Perﬁ:m lancuace,
for Rexm, in the modern diale&, fignifies a batile, and” Bud, it was.
‘h‘d““‘\.ﬂ@’)\“)’}w fhp”ﬁuUJ‘»JL’JUl‘““f"
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The Kbarezmzam have always been efteemed lovers of mufick and
poetry ; fome of their verfes are preferved in Arabick, which are very
fprightly and elegant. They have not a very warm climate, for their
rivers are generally frozen in winter. ‘The principal cities of Kbarezm
are, 1. CORCANGE, whofe inhabitants ufed to traffick in raw filk

and faffron ; it ftands on the weft of the Ozus, which in this place

bends its courfe to the north. 2. CATH, once the capital of ‘the pros
vince. 3. HEZARESB, famous for a caftle almoft impregnable.
1, DARGAN, the firlt city which you enter, if you come from Meri

“in Khorgfin. 5. ZAMAKHSHAR, renowned only for being the
" birth-place of a great fcholar and able grammarian, commonly called

Zamakbfbari *, author of a moft learned and entertsining work in
ninety-nine ch'apters, which he chofe to entitle 4l Rabi, or The Ver-
nal Recreation+t : to thefe cities Abulfeda adds FARABR, a foall towu
clofe to the Ozus, near which the river is fordablc. NN .

BADAKHSHAN -and TOKHARES TAN.#," thc countsies rof ithe
ancient Maffagete, lic towards ithe fource of the Gibin or Ouzus, and
are feparated from Turdn by the diftriét of Kbotldn, and the town of -
Vakhfb, which'ftands in a pleafant and: fruitful, territory. There is a
city alfo named Badakbfbdn, near which are fome mines, where the falgfi
rubies dare-commonly found. We have a collection of paeras by a native
of this -country, who is commonly.called Badad/bi; one of his couplets
is quoted by M. d"Herbelot, in which he compares- the life of man to
an bour-glafs, that is -always alternately bigh and bw§. On the, fouth

* In Arabick (5 ).».s'* )‘" . +Tn-Arabick J1)__,.‘Jl FYs)
. Uw J'.s"’ y UL.MJ ’ -
8 The Pecfian couplet is
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of Badakhfbdn is the province and city of CANDAHAR¥*, ﬁtuated in
the mountams, which the Greeks called Paropamifs,

ALGEZIRAH, or the szr_z/ida, for fo thq Arabians call the pro-.

vince of Mefepotamia, lies, as its Greek name xmports, between the two

.rivers Tigris and Eupbrates; or, as the Eafterns call them, Degelab, an&
Fyrdt, - This extenfive country ds, divided into-four. Didr, or cantons,
which tock their-names_from as_many ‘Arabian. tribes, who formerly
fettled in them ;. that of Beer jis beft known to our Gcorrraphers. ‘The
prmcxpal cmes of JMe j opotamia. are,. 1, ROHM, called by our ‘writers,
,Edefg, which, was taken by the Crufaders, and afterwards recovered by.
the Perfians from Baldwin, King of Ferufalem.. 2. HARRAN, which
the Rammn called Carrbe, where Craffus and, his army were defeated..
3. ,RACCA At Araﬂa, as.it'is written jn. the jmaps, the birth-place. of
the aﬁ:qonomcf Batam_. A very. accurate . obferver of the . heavens.
4. NASSIBIN; the: Nifibe of the Ancients, which has been' a fubje of
perpetual contention: between the Perfian and Roman Emperors: and,
5 MUSEL, near which'it is fuppofed, .that, Niniveh  was anciently.
bpil; ; it was the'native city of an excellent mufician, -thence named,
Mifels, who, by, the power of his melody, is faid to bave reconciled the.
Calif 4/ Ra/b:‘d to the fair Mandab his mn,ﬁrefs, at: whofc bchavxour
he had xaken fome offence. .

S ' s Yot
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CHAP. 1II.

 The Tartarian Kingdoms.

THE hrgc and beautlful kingdom, which lies between thé Gibin -
and $i%4n, of the ancient Oxus and Lixartes, is called by the Perfians
TURAN *, by the Arabians, Mawarannabar+t, or, The province beyond
the river, and by the Greeks Sogdiana, from the pleafant valley of Sogd,
which fhali prefently be defcribed : they might have called it Mef, efopo~
“tamia, - if that'name liad not been before applied to another country,
+ It has Badakbfban on the eaft, “and on the north; the vaft regions of
\ Turkeflan or Scythia, which reach to the confines of the Rt{ﬁa‘n»and
Chinefe Empires.  ‘The valley or plain of SOGD1, paffes among the
Afiaticks for one of the moft delightful fpots ]h' the world; it is an’
hiundred and twenty miles im length, and fixty in breadth, and a large
river, nimed Ca¥, rolls through it, which branches into 2 thoufand
clear ftreams, ' that water the gardens and cultivated lands, with which
the whole plain is covered. “In the midft of-this vale ftands thé city
of ‘SAMARCAND, which was very rich and flourithing ini the four-
teenth cefltury: the’ territory is now pofletled by the Uzbeks,’ a warlike
nation, -who took it from the defcendants of Tamerlane,  That Con-
queror was boro' at CASH, a pleafant city, about a day’s journey from
Samarcand. In fhort, Sogdiana lies in the fame climate with Italyand
Provence, and has the advantace of a fky perpetually clear, the cooleft
rivers, and the moft excellent fruits. ‘The other famous cities of Tran-
Jfoxiana are,’ 1. BOKHARA, through which the Ruflian merchants
ufed to pafs in their journeys to China; it was in this century the feat
of a fovercwn prince, whom Mirza Makads calls king of Bokbira, by'
which he means the whole térritory ‘of Sogdiana. 2. NAKHSIIEDs

- -abic . ) -01 P .
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. * ayhere a-celebrated author was barn, 'who.wrote in Perfiap a book call-
" ed The T alew of @ Parrat, not unlike the Decamerone of Biccace. 3. ZA-

' MIN, where the fineft manna of all 4fa is gathered. 4. OSRUSs
NAH furrounded: by a diftrict, that has four hundred ftrong caftles.in
it. .. 5. FARGANA, the birth-place of a great aftronomier, ufually
called Alfargdni, wh8 flourithed in the nihthcenturyi. ' The thountaifis
near” Fargdna abound. in ‘mrkls-ﬁo;:es, as’ Weil asia nch mmcs of
aoldandﬁlvenr. S R . A
The va&_ Empire,- which Ties beyond the Lixartes, between the do
minions of the Czar and the- Emperor of ‘China, is called by the 4fa-

~ Ficks, who {peak corre&ly,‘ TURKESTAN¥,: or; The ‘country of tbe
Oriental Turks, an sscient’ and - mastial peop*le, ‘who, . undeér the names
of Getes, Mogalr, ‘and Tartars, haire; at-different>fimes, poured inigreat
numbers into the ‘more wéftern and' foutherst kingdoms. - The-prin-
cipal cities of Turkefidn are, 1. BALASAGUN, which was onoé its
Capital.' 2. SHASH, which gives its nameto a river that flews from
the Siblin, and jains another called Farib.: 8. SHAHROKHIA, built
by ‘Tamerlane upoii the birth of His fon,-whom. hé called Shabroks, or,
Check with the rook, becaufe he was playing at ‘chefs, and had juft
- beaten his adverfary by that firoke, when *he received news iof the
;prince’s birth. This city ftands on the banks.of.the Lixartes, over-which
there is a large and elegant bridge in this part. 4. FARAB, or Fd-
RIAB, otherwife called Otrér, the birth-place of two, yery learned
men, the great philofopher and thufician A4/ Faridés, and an able gram-
marian, known to us by the name of Al Soitberi, or, The Feweller, who
compiled a voluminous di@ionary of the Aradick language, entitled
Sebé&b, in which the principal words are illuftrated by chofen -paffages

from the old drabian poets+. . There is nothing «very remarkable in

. R . N the

) Ulh“);;.' - :
4 This laborious feholar lof hurmrammghmuuﬁdlmnz and was k.neaby.faum‘

, lmldltt:mpttnﬂywnhlpnrofnxenwmgs. 'I‘heutleofhuwnrk&hbcls'aﬁgmﬁa
~ soLw. 4B parity,
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the othqi',citiqs of Turkefidn, as llak, Toncit, and the reft ;. they ftand
between the ninety-ninth, and hundred and firft degrees of longitude,
and are between forty-one and forty-three from the Equator. The
province of KHOTOLAN deferves,-indeed, to be more particularly
mentioned; it lies between Tartary, Badakbfban, and the territory of
“Balkk ; its chief city, which has alfo a confiderable diftri¢t around it, is
named. VAKHSH ; and the whole country is, reprefented as fruitful,
pleafant,- watered by feveral rivulets, and.even rich in golden ore,
which the ftreams often brmv down thc mountains mingled thh their
fand. :

At the extremity of Jurkefiin, are- the countries of KHATA
and. KHOTEN, which border on China, and, in this century, were
governed by an independent King, who fent an ambaffador to Nader
Skab. 'The city of Khaten has a large territory round it of the fame
name, which is famous for producing very fine muik, equal to that of
Tibet. A Perfian poet, quoted by Golm: in one of his manufcripts ¥,
alludes to the mufk of this country in'the following paflage: ¢ Whe:_l
¢ thy charming letter was brought to me, I faid; ¢ Is it the zephyr
¢ that breathes from the gardcns, or is the fky bummcr wood of alocs
« on the cenfer of the fun? or is a caravan of mufk coming from
“ Kbhoten4 2” To underftand thefe verfes, we muft know, that the

purity, and alo bealth; which gave occafion to a ridiculous miftake of a Fremch Orientalift, who tran-
‘flated the life of Tamerlane, from the Arabick ; the hiftorian, fpeaking of the death of 2 certain Arad,
Gays, be dx’:d Like the aurbar of Schéby that is, by o fall from the top of bis boufe, which the Frenchman,
not } g the allufion, tranfl be died in perfedl bealih,

* Bee the Bibliowhlqué Ovientdley p. 999. where, by fome accldent, the ongmal of the third verfeis -
omitted, R .

+ In P:rﬁan, .
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ﬁjiamk: have a cuftom of perfummg ‘their lettérs, - whxch they tie up

“ in little bags of fattin or damatk;” The city of C'ASHGAR alf'o, with

its' territory, belongs, according to fome writers, to Kbatd; as well as
KHANBALEK, which the Eaftern Geographers place actually ini’the
Cbhinefe Empire ; this:is not the Caméalu of our travellers, which" is

properly called Cabalig, -and ﬁahds'fm'fy-four'de&rees ‘from thé :Lihc', .

and ag hundred and three from the Canaries, CARACUM is llkewxfc

acity of Kbaté, and is fituated in a' larve plain “covered with black fandv

from which' it ‘derives its' name. - All this extenfive Em‘plrc was cons
quered in the thirteenth century by Tamugin or Genghiz; who penes
tiated even into China, which his fucceffor Ofdi almoft’ wholly fub-
dued,_and took the city of Ném Kim; or Nang King, where the Cbin}ﬁ
prince Ak4x burned himfelf and all his famlly, that he mxo'ht not ‘fall
iato the hands of thc Mbgul:. ’

[

'CHAP. L
The Inf ian Emptrt o

THE celebrated Empu'c of India is called’ by the Pcrﬁans'HmJ or
HINDUSTAN *, The Country of the Hindis: it is bounded on the
weft and. fouth by the Ocean, on the north by Candabdr and Turdn,
on the eaft by Chin or Chinas for fo the Afiaticks ¢all the Peninfula
beyond theé Ganges, which comprifes the kingdoms of Tipra, Afim;
 draian, and Siam. ‘The country of Hind is divided into three - ‘parts ;
1. Guzerat, or DECAN, mcludmv moft of the- fouthern provinces;
and, among them, the city and territory of SUMENAT, where - Sad;,
as he tells us in his Boﬁan, had an adventﬁre with thc Wor(}uppers of

UL‘“" JM
’ his
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his life. 2. MALABAR, or, The country of the Malais, which in-
cludes what the Arabians call Beladelfulful, or, The land of Pepper *,

and is terminated on the fouth by the cape of Comron, famous for pro-,

‘ ducing the beft aloe-wood,. a. favorite perfume of the Afaticks : to the

fouth-weft of this promontory are the numerous- iflands, which we éall
Maldives, and ‘the Arabs.Rabikit, and a little, to the fouth-caft, the
famed Serandsh ot Seildn,, which produces fo-many precious perfumes,.
jewels, aud-fpices, M. d’Heréglat remarks,, that the. Egffern Geogra
phers fay nothing of the cinnamon, with which Serandib abounds, and,
as they call that fpice #he wood of China, he imagines, with fome ap-
pearance of probability, .that it was tranfplanted to Seildn by the Chi-
mefe; whoy as. it is eutrently reported, had once a great conneftion
-with the natives of that ifland. Farther eaftward are the iflands of
Samander, or Sumatra, Rimi; or Lameri, which may, perhaps, be
_‘7@4‘; though, by the accounts of it,. one would take it for the fame
with Samander, and then Albinoman will be Fava, Fdélis, the Moluccas,
and Mebrage, or Seborma, Bormes; to which ifle the Eafterns feem to
confine their knowledge of 4fatick Gcography ;. for what they call the
ifl of Anam, is no other than the fouthern part of the pemn{ula, which
the ancients named The golden Cherfinnefes and as to Sinf, Sifi, and
Sindafilat, they are rather ports on the coaft of Chira than iflands,
The city of Kbanc#, which the learned 4fricon Prince Edrj ﬁ menuous,
feems to be the Canzdn of our merchants..

The third divifion Sf Hind is called MABERY by the Arabians
and extends from the gulf of Bengal on both fides of the Ganges as far
northward as the ftraits of Kupelr‘; and here we may obferve,. that it is
ufval with the Afaticks to give the farhe name to the countries, which
liE on both fides of any vonfiderable river ;. thus the province of Sind is

* In Aabick J 10N
$ They pretend, that a ity called Fdmcdris fituated at the extremity of our Hemifphere,
1 Indrabick a\| or, Thepafage

divided
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divided by the Imlu.r, Kbarezm by the Oxus; Palefline bx‘ the Ard’en or
Fordan, Egypt by the Nile, and this part of Indis by the Genges, The
ancient fyftem of government, which prevailed in this country, feems

.to. have been perfe@ly feudal; all the. territories. were govemed by
Rd’s or Rdjas, who held their lands of a fupreme lord called. Belbdr;
the feat of whofe refidence was the city of CANNQUGE, now in ruins.

Thereis a curwus book at Oxford, which was prefented to the Univer-
fity by Mr. Pope, and contains the pitures of all the. Kings who reigned:
in India, from the moft early times to the age of T#mir; whofe defcend~
ant Bdber founded the monarchy of the Moguls at the opeumO' of the
fixteenth century. .

DEHLI,'called allo Shabgebdnabdd, was the Capital -of a king-
.dom, which bore the fame name, where.a race of Mabomedan ‘princes
reigned before Tamerlane, who were lovers -of poetry and eloquence,
and liberal patrons of learned men: this’ Ciiy, as well as a great part )
of the Indian Empire, has been agreeably defcribed by M. Bernier; whe
tells a pleafing ftory of two Raja’s, named Gemel and Polta, who were
befieged in a caftle by Sultan Aeéar, where, fearing to be led in chains

_ by an infulting Conquetor, they made @ defperate fally, in which they
loft their lives fighting boldly to the lat moment: he adds, that Achar
ordered the ftatues of thefe two illuftrious brothers to be cut in marble
upon two elephants, and placed over the gates of Debli. Ta the north.
wett of this city {tands Labawar or' LAHOR, the capital of ftn_/aé ory

' The five Révers, a province fo called, becaufe the Jadus is in that part
divided into five large branches: it feems to have been the ancieng
kingdom of Pdr ot Porus *, which is almoft the only 4fiatick word
that the Greeks have not corrupted. Our travellers mention a fine
raad of two hundred and fifty leagues, with rows of beautiful trees on.
each fide, that reached from Agra to LaMr, and it is obfervable that

'lnPaﬁnJy wluchﬁgmﬁa nlfomlndamc-agﬁ-,nahde,amy,hmﬂjqﬁ,
¥y

J).‘o‘::“' “f‘ﬂuinn“' Yaper- )
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the Per;/' fans call that city alfo Rébver *, in allufion, perhaps, to this
road. We cannot forbear mentioning in this place the city of BE-
NARES on the Ganges, famots for an academy or college of Jndian

- priefts, commonly called Bramens, who once poﬁ'eﬁ'ed all the learning

of India, and fpoke the language, in which Bidpai wrote his excellcnt'
fables: there are fome of this fraternity remaining, but their Ieammg,
it is probable, has not been preferved among them in any great de-
gree, and their ancient language begms, like the Greek, to be refpe&cd
rather than known. .

CHAP IV
sz Turki ifb Emptre

THE peninfula of ARABIA, for fo it is called by the eaftern Geo-
graphers, has the gulf of Perfia on the north-eaft, and the fea of Ommin
on the fouth, whence the province, that lies between them, took the
name of Babrein, or, The Two Seas; it is bounded on the weft by the
Babar Al Yemen, or Red Sea, which has alfo the name of Colzom, taken
from a town of Egypt. now entirely ruined ; on the north it has Sbém
or Syrza The triple divifion of Arabia into Yemen, or the Happy, He-
Jjdz, or the Defert, and Hajar, or the Stony, is well known-to every
reader ; yet it will not be ufelefs to add a fhort dcfcnpnon of thofe three
provmces .

YEMEN +, a dcligl;tful country, which had its Arabick'nare from

" the advantages of its fitvation, is divided from He/éz by high moun-

taitis and vaft deferts; it produces the fineft incenfe, and other valuable
perfumes: the fweetnefs of its fruits, the refrefhing thade of its woods,

- & In Perfan B PJ literally, baving @ road. [3 e '
’ and
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and the coolnéfs of its rivets, which flow ‘perpetually down the moun-
tains, make ample amends to its inhabitants for the heat-of the climate;
which muft heeds be very intenfe, as the city of ZDEN is. but eleven
degrees from the Line. Tts other principal cities are, 1. SANAA, which
was the feat of .the T0dé#’s,. or ancient kmas of Yemen. 2. ZEBID;
nkarly in the fame latitude, a commércxal city, known to the mer~
" chantsy who fail from Etkiopia or India. 8. Mdreb, or Saba, the city
‘of the Arabian Princefs who vifited Solomon, fituated in a fertile terri=;
tory called H4DHRAMUT, the Hydramytene of Ptalemy. We muft
‘not omit, that the entrance into the Red Sea is called by the Arabians
the gate of tears *, becaufe that part of the ocean is extremely dan-
gelous. .
HEJAZ or the Defert, is principally celebrated for its two cities,
AIEC'CA the birth-place of Mabdimed, renowned over all Afia for its- -
Ciaba, or Square Temple, which the old .Arabians ufed to decorate with
 the moft beautiful compofitions of their poets, written in goldenchaa
rafters.on the filky paper-of Egyps; and Y4TREB; or Taﬁa, called
.alfo, by excellence, ALMEDINA, or The Cxty, in'which the Arabijan
la.ngver was buried.’ R . s
“The chief city of HAJAI‘ is YAJIA]IIA whlch gives its name to
the territory around it: this was the country of the ancient peoplc called
Thamid 4 ; who were extirpated, according to the traditions of Aras
4ia, for refufing to brea‘k their ndols .at the command of the' prophet
Saleb o . ‘ S

: .SHA.M 1, :or Syria, has Hajar on the fouth, and part.of the lower
Afa on the north; its eaftern and weftern limits are the Euplbrates and
the Mediterranean. . This country is {o well known to our hiftorians,
ancient and modern, and to’all our travellers and merchants, that very

. InAnbic‘h..,d;‘];_‘_,L',“Bihl-u&i, * ¢ In Anbick OJJ ,t.ru,

Little
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 little needs be faid of it in this pface; there is fcarce a city in it, which

has not had its particular Hiftory, written in feveral volumes by authors,
who feemed to forget how {mall a part of the globe they inhabited,
compared with the vaft Empires defcribed in the preceding pages. The
two principal cities of Syria are, 1. DAMASHC, or Damafius, near
which is a valley or plain reprefented by the Arabians asa moft charm-_
ing {pot, and one of the four paradifes of Afia. 2. HOLAB, or Aleppo,
where the learned Pocock acquired fo perfe@t a knowledge of the Ara-
bick language. 5. JERUSALEM, or Aleods, The Holy, which is fiill
held facred by the Mahomedans, who, whatever may be faid to the

. contrary, are certainly a fei? of Chriftians H if, indeed, they deferve the

name, while they follow the impious herefy of Arius.

RUM *, or the Roman provinces, which are alfo called Anatolia,
have the Empire of Iran on the eaft, and are bounded on the other
fides by the Black Sea, the Archipelago, and the Mediterranean ; this is
the country fo juftly famed for producing many of the great poets and
fine’ writers of the ancient world, fo that, whatever may be faid of the

Perfian and Arab;an.compoﬁtions_ by thofe who are unable to read

them, it cannot be denied even by -tfem, that Afa has given birth té
men of the brighteft parts, and the moft exalted genius. The Thracian
Bofphorus, fo frequently mentioned in the fictions of the old poets, fe-
parates this part of 4/a from “the “city of CONSTANTINOPLE,
which was made the feat of the Turki/b Sultans in that memorable pe~
riod, when larning revived in Italy, and the art of printing, which was

. then invented, ferved to promote and to fix it; when our apartments

were fitft adorned with zbe vafes of China and the filks of India ; when .
g new world was difiovered and fubdued ; when the ‘light. of reafon and
Liberty was fpread over part of Chriffendom, and delivered it from the
worft of oppreflion, tbe fyranny of fuperfiition and impofture.

*

A
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wem—nm Fere thou beholdft
Afpria, and her Empire’s ancient bounds,
MAraxes, and the Ca/piax lake ; thence on’.
. As far an Indus calt, Eupbraterwelt,
And oft beyond—-———For now the Parrbian king
In Crefipbon hath gathered all his hoft
Againft the Scythian, whofe incurfions wild ~
Have wafted Sopdiana.
. . MirToyw,
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. CHAP. L
The Pifbdadian Family. .
CAI UMARAS* , whom fome have fuppofed to be zbe King ¢f Elam Before

mentioned in the Scripture, founded the Perfian Empire, and fixed the CH;;.‘ ™
feat of it in the province of Azardigian. He was oppofed in his noble ——
enterprifes by the jnhabitants of the mountains and forefts, who, like -
the wild Tartars and Arabs, dwelled in tents or caverﬁs, .and 'led 2
-rambling life among rocks and in deferts. The rude appearance of
thefe Savagcs', compared with the more polithed manners of thofe,
who firft began to, be civilized, gave rife to zhe fiition of Damons and
Giants amang the Perfians; who call them Dives -t ‘and reprefent
_ them as declared enemies to Maa.
' . HUSHENGY, Grandfon of Caxumaraw, was, probably, contem- B.C. 865
porary with Mrm. and, like him, was emment for his Juftice and ex-
cellent Laws, which gained bim the farname of P; §fbdid §, or Tke Le-
giflator, whence the firft race of Perfian Kings took the name of Pjfbda-
dians. He taught Agriculture to his fubjects, and made great-improve=

Tt jelae §olaay

ments *
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ments in the art; he advifed them to water their fields with artificial
canals, a cuftom ftill frequent in Perfia, where the foil is uncommonly
dry. He alfo difcovered mines of ‘iron in his kingdom, which metal

_he wrought into weapons, and tools for hufbandry. He was the firft,

who bred dogs and leopards for huating, and introduced the fafhion of
wearing the furs of wild beafts in winter. He is alfo faid to have built
the city of Shufler or Sufa, to have extended the bounds of his Empire,
and to have penetrated as far as the coaft of the Judian Sea. 7

TAHMURAS * fucceeded his father Hufbeng ; he built feveral ci-
ties in the two provinces of Irak, and among them Babel or Babylon,
and Niniveb, near the ruins of which the cities of Bagdad and Mufel
are now fuppofed to ftand. He affi gncd the government of thefe cities, .
with large territories annexed to them, to his moft illuftrious Minifters,
who are known to us by the names of Affyrian and Babyhnian Mo-
narchs, though, moft probably, they payed homage to the fovcre1gn
lords of Iran, .

This prince encouraged arts and manufactures, and particularly ze
planting of rice, and the breeding of filk-worms; he firft ufed 2 completé
fuit of armour, -and civilized many barbarous nations, whence he was

" cilled Divéend +, or, The-Tamer of Giants. - : »

GEMSHI'D:t finithed the City of Jffakbar, or, as the Greeks called

-it, Perfepolis, which his uncle Tabmuras had begun, and the ruins of

which are ftill thown, by the name of Cheblmindr §, or, The Forty Pil-
fars. He introduced the ufe of the Solar Year among the Perfians, and
ordered the firft day of it, called Nuriz |, when the Sun enters the
Ram, to be folemnized by a fplendid feftival. This gave a beginning
to Aftronomy among his fubje&s, and at the fame time, perhaps, to the

* & yegl + Odggd 1 onben
§ Sz H s

idolatrous
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idolatrous refpe& wlnch the common people afterwards (howed to thé B.C.800, -
Sun. Gemfbid, or Gem, for he is known by both names, was a wife V=
and magnificent prince: he was the firft, who inftituted pubhck baths,

-and encouraged hi¢ fubje@s to dive for pearls in the Green Sea, or Per=
fan Guj) If's he invented tents and pavilions, and difcovered the ufe of
lime iu building : he built 3 firong bridge over the Tigris; which, aca
cording to the Aparick writers, -was -demalithed 'by the Greeki. . Yet
this illuftrious monarch was unfortunate in war: ‘he was drivén from
his"throne by Zobdec, a native of Arabia, and fpent, thc remamder of his
life in travel., The Queen, his wife; faved her fon Fendumfmm the
ufurper, and educated him'in a diftant retredat;  The Perflans fay, xhac
myfical infiruments wete invenited in the reign of Gembid; and ‘they”
add that Pytbagora: and Tbale: were his Contemporanes

A SHORT HISTORY OF. PERSIA

ZOHAC *, the Uful per, was a dete{’cablc Tyrant t+ his cruelty forced B.C. 180,
the . Perfians to revolt, and .a: General, -named Gds, having defeatcd '
him, drew the young . Fmdun from his rcuremcnt. and placcd hlm upon
the thronc. . ; :

VL e o o T i

FERIDUN'-]* is confidered by the Pcrﬁans‘as’a modeb of every vu'i B c. 750.
tue: he gave' the province of Irak or Parthia to his Deliverer Gdo, at
a prmmpaﬂty for. life ; and- havmb fent: for the flandard, whick tha¢
officer ufed in his battle againft Zobde, he’ adorped it with- precxoué

ftones, and preferved it in hxs treafury 1 : IR

Feridun, withing to fpend the Taft years of his life in a ftudious re
tirement, divided his vaft dominions between his three fous : he allot—
ted Sym and the weftern provmces ‘to 'Salm, who was, pcrhaps, the‘

mi;]t:w . 1‘ U)QJ).: . .

tThuStxnda!d,'whnh‘hmformanyagutheumeofGnh L.SJ' U/;fnlhhuhe.

: bnmght into tha ficld by the laft King of the Saffanies race, when his army engaged the drebs at

Casdefffa in the year 636 of our s ; but it was taken by Saad, Omar'y general, vbodﬂh'buhdahe
ewels,wlnchadomedl among hig officers,

! b e Salmanafer
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" Salmanaffér of. the Fews ;. he gave the country beyond the Oxus to Tir,

whence’ the Tranfoxan Regions were called Térén, and afligned.the
kingdom of Kéborafan and all the heart of his Empire to Irage, ‘his
youngeft fon, whofe fhare took. the name of Jrdn, which it flill retains.
The two elder brothers, thinking this divifion partial, made war againft.
Ir}zge, and flew him in a'cruel manner; they -would even have de- -
throned Feridun, had not Manucheker, fon of Irage, a youth of great
hopes, led a powerful army againft them, and avenged the death of
his father. "This divifion of the Perfian empire into Iran and Turan -
has been a fource. of perpetual diffenfions between the Perfians and Tar-
tars, ,as the latter have taken every opportunity of paffing the Oxus,

*and laying wafte the diﬁrié:ts of Kborafan' 5 they have even pufthed théi_r

conquefts {o far, as to overturn the power of the Califs, and afterwards

_to raife a mighty Empire on the banks of the Ganges.

'MANUCHEHER * made great improvements in the government
of Perfia, and was the firft who began to fortify his cities with ram-
parts and ditches. He was fond of improving gardens, and of culti-
vating curious plants. He was not fortunate in war, though his Ge-
neral and Vizir, the fon of Neriman, was the braveft hero of his age.
In his reign the celebrated Roffam is faid to have been born of Rudiba,

" an Indian princefs, by ZAlzer or Tke golden-kaired, a youth of exquifite

beauty and eminent virtues: but, a$ Roffam was, certainly, a Com-

“mander under Cyrus, he muft, if we place him under Manucheber, .

have lived above an hundred and fifty years ; which is farce credible,
though fuch a fiction may be allowed in the poems of Ferduf.
NUZAR +, fon of Manucheber, {ucceeded to the diadem, but not
to_the glory, of his father. While his court was torn in pieces by a
number of fa&ions, Afrdfidb, King of Térdn, a lincal defcendant from
Tir, fou-of Feridin, paffed thc‘Oku: with a formidable army, and,

> T T3y

baving
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having deféeated the Perfian Monatch, {lew? him thh his own' hand. B.C.6gs.
. This Invader.reigned twelve years in Perfia, but was forced by Zalzer,
. or The Prince with Golder Hair, to repafs the Oxusy and retura to: his
. own dominions.’ It is more than probable; that ‘4frgfidé was"a com-~

mon name for the :Kings. of . 4fiatick Tartary, fince the grandfather of
Cyrusy; whom :weicommonly; call' 4ffyages, bore the famé n:;me,{nd‘
we cannot fuppofe .Him ta have been. the firft invader.of Perfia *... -

It ‘was not Tong before the Turanians invaded Lran a fecond time, B.C. 667.
and, by forcing the great commanders”of Perfis to defend their own
Principalities, reduced the power of the Perfian Kings to.a thadow.

. Afrafidb, either the monarch above-mentioned, or another of his*

name, is reckoned the nmth king of Perﬁa. S

ZAV+ was a Prince of the royaI lme, and was placcd on the thronc B.C. 639-
by Zalzer, but enjoyed only the title of King, as the Turanians had ow{ L
run great part of his Empire, and kept him in continual alarm. Thefe ‘
are the Seyrbians of our Ancient Hiftories, whe are faid about. this
time to have invadéd the kingdom of the Medes; but our beft hxﬂ:onans
arc apt to con.found them with tbe Sc_ytbmm of the North. '

GERSHASP fon of Zav, or KISH' TASP, as ﬁ)me writers calI B.C.633-
him, - rcwued but a few years, if it could be called reigning, to have
the name of King, and to be more helplefs than his fubje&ts¢ he was the
laft prince’ of the Pifbdadians. - During the reign of thefe ‘rhonarchs
in Perfia, if we believe our Chronologers, Dida built Cartbage, Homer
wrote his Poems, which were afterwards brought into Greece by, Ly=
eurgus s the Pyramids of Egypt were raifed by Cheops, Cepbrén, and Niz
tocriy; the Affyrians founded a powerful Dynafty ;' Athens was firft go- .
#* The family of Otbwaw, who now reign at Conffantinople, ‘are willlag to be reputed defoendants

from this King of Zwraw, and are " fattered wnlh the Ep\dlet of Maﬁd _7.:5, or QL,} wlaal )5’
Pn»nful as 4ﬁ~¢fa‘ T

verned .



592

B.C. 633

B.C. 610

A SHORT HISTORY OF PERSIA.,

verned by Aréhons ; and Sabaco, whom the Perfians call Cis Pildend *,

- or with the Teeth of an Elephant, becaufe he firft inade ufe of that beaft

in his wars, became famous in Etbispiz, and fpread his arms over all
Africa. This warriour was contemporary with Feridin, who reigned,
as we have feen,, feven hundred and fifty years before' Chrift, at which
time, fays Newton, Sabaco the Ethiopian invaded Egypt. Rome, the
rival of Carthage and Atkhens, was built in the reign of Ger/bé/p,

CHAP. II.
Tée Caianicn Family,

-

. V‘ HILE Zalzer, the m(o{tv powerful prince of Perfe, was,'encampcd
in his province of Sejffdn, the Drangiana of the Greeks, Afrafiab, who

‘had fubdued all Media, confidered himfelf as Sovérgigu of the Empire,

By this time, another :fon of Zaw, named Cobdd, began ta diftinguith -
himfelf in his engagements againft the Turanians, and, being affifted by
Zalzer, whofe fon Roffam was very young at this time, he was enabled
to drive the invaders from Jren, and to place himfelf upon the throne
of his anceftors. Zfihylus, who flourifhed but an hundred years after
this event, rightly attributes the recovery of the Empire to this prince,
whom he calls ¢ Mede, in pis Tragedy. of the Perfians: < The fiurft
¢ Leader of the army,. fays he, was a Mede; the next, his fon, com-
$¢ pleted (or rather promoted) this work, for wifdom guided his mind :
s the third was Cyrus, a fortunate Man+.” It is evident, that thefe
sy ot
+ Mide 9dg T § wlros symuah spard,
*Adeg & buafrs wais 56l iy frvem,

Sging yag alrd Supds olaxorpiPur.
Tpivos & aw -alrd Kiges, dafunr frig

£fibyl. Perf. ,
_ three
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thtce kmos are Cai Cobéd *,- Cai Cétis, and Cai Cs ofpuor Khofru; whom B. C. 610.
the Greeks call Cyaxeres, Darm.r the Mede, and Cyrus, . The firft fyl- s
Jable of Cyaxeres is apparentlythe Cai of the Perfians, which _ﬁgmﬁ;es a :
Great King, and was prefixed, to the names of thofe three princes,
,whence. the whole race were named Caianians. The Ancients tell us,ﬁ

-that Cyaxeres {lew the Scyrhian Chiefs at a feaft, to which he had in-

-vited them 3 but the Egfferns are filent on this head, and it feems imore.
probable, that'the Tarfars were compelled by force to repafs the Oxus;

our authors make them retire beyond Choleos and Iberia, confounding,

as ufual, the Ordental with the Nortbern Scythxans Cai Cobid made fe-

.veral wxﬂ: regulations in his kingdom, and ordered the publick roads to

“be divided into patﬁng: or fpaces of about four miles.

CAI CAUS + is called by our writers Darius vhe Mede, and it may B.C. 6oo.
here be obferved, that Ddéra, or. the So‘vcretgn, was rather an Epithet
than a proper name of the Perfian Kings; fo that the Daricks, or. pieces

-of ‘money, which: were known at Athens, might have been coined by
-any Perfian Monarch, and have born that name. without the leaft im-
propriety.. We muft alfo remember, ‘that,the .4fatick Princes bad fe-
.weral different names ar titles, which cu‘cum&ance has been the fource of
.great confufion in our hiftories of the Eaft. . The Pﬂﬁﬂﬂ writers men-
- tion nothing of the Lydias war; they only fay, that Cai Caiis carr;ed bis
arms into the Lower Afia;' and was very fuccefiful in bis enterprife, The
- Turanians, led by another Afrafiab, ihvaded Perfia a third time, and
-, layed wafte the province of Media: Sigve®, fon of Cai Cids, being
. unjuftly accufed by Swddba, his father’s concubine, of an attempt to
- violate her, "went over to 4frafiab, who received him with open’ arms,
and gave him his daugiltcr in marriage. ‘This Princefs was called Fi-
" renkis by the Perfians, and Mandane by the Greeks, who had a fingular
fondnefs for foft and melodious rames, and neglefted trdth itfelf for a
pleaing found. A few months after her nuptials, Sisvefb, who deferved

- ® ol S CtowYT
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a longer hfe, was killed by a brother of 4frafiab, and the Princefs, of
-whom Khoffu was foon after born, was obliged to fly with her infant.
The young Kbofru was, fome years after, feen by a Perfian General,
who guefled by his features that he was the fon of -Siave/b, and, his
conjeture being confirmed by the Princefs his mother, he brought them
both into Perfa, where Cai Cdiis embraced his grandfon with the
higheft joy ima'ginable, and, after a fhort interval, refigned his throne

to him. ‘

CAI KHOSRU *, or CYRUS, whom the Perfians confider almoft
as-a Demi-god, determined to avenge the death of his father, and to
deliver his kingdom from' the tyranny of Afrafish. He, therefore, al-
fembled all his forces, and gave battle to the Ufurper, who, on the

" . other fide, .was fupported by the Kings of Kbataf and India : but the

B.C. §30.

walout of Gyrus, and of his General Roffam, prevailed againft the united

- powers of fo many Sovereigns, and Afrafiab lott his life in the moun-

tains of Media. 'This War is celebrated in a noble Poem, by the illuf- -
trious Ferdufi, who may well be called the Homer of Perfia. ‘What-
-everour Chronologers fay, it is not eafy to -conceive, that  the Fews

" were delivered by #4is Cyrus: the name Corefh, ufed by Ifaiab, has no

affinity with the Perfian word Kbsfru, and we cannot fuppofe any cor-
ruption in the facred Text ; whereas all the Perfian writers agree that
 a prince, named Corefb, who was fent by Babaman, fon of Asfendiar, to
“govern Babylon in the room of Baltazar, attually proteéted the captive
Fews, and permittéd them to rebuild their Temple. Our hiftorians,
perhaps, deceived by the name - Cyrus, which the Greeks gave both to

'Kbofru and to Corefh, have fixed the return of tbe :)'ew: much earlier
than thé truth. :

~LOHORASP + was placed on the throne before the death of Cyrzs,
1 who lived fome years after his refignation. -One would think at firft,

v opEm e gui (T Gl

that
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that he was the Cam&_y/é: of the Greeé.f, but. nothing can be morz, dif-B.C. 5300
ferent than the characters of - Cambyfes and of Lokarafp, the firft being ="
" deferibed as a cruel tyrant, 'the fecond as a virtuous and amiable Prmce.

He had a General named Guderz *, who, accordmv to.the Qriental
writers, puthed his conquefts very far into the weft:. this conqueror is.

. fuppofed by Mirkbond and others to be Mbucbadmzzar, who, we know,
 invaded Syria and Judea; but he feems to have been the Prince, whom

the Greeks called Xerxes, and who. might, pérhaps, have had the, title

of ‘King after his vi€tories; for it-muft be remembered that a ward,

which ﬁgniﬁed King, was applied by the Perfians to every Governor of

a province, and the lofty title, King of Kings, which their mona.rchs
afterwards affumed, was no -more than Ruler of Rulers, ar; Cbnf of fon

veral Cﬁugﬁ'. It is'certain, that th¢ Perfians have,no monarch nameA
Xersxes, or even Shirfhéb, from which the Greek name is faid to be de~

rived; and, though we can hardly fuppofe the word to be corrupted,

from Guders, yet, "when we refle& that the more modern Greeks, have

made Varanes of Bebaram, we cannot wonder at the corruptions of the
Ancients, . Our Chronologers place the reign of Xerxes after Darius .

- Hyfiafpes, and he might, pefhaps, have outlived both Leborq/p andhxs
fucceflor. :

KISH TASP +, whom the Greeks call Darius, the fon of H_yﬂ(y}e;, B.C. 00.
transferred the féat of Empire from Balkh in Kborefan to Jfakbar, for
which reafon he was better known to the Europeans than Lal:ard}, who
led a retired life in the moft Eaftern province of his kingdom., In}hls‘
reign Zerdifht or Zeratdfbt, whom we know by the name of Zaroafier;
publifhed his moral work called Zend, or The_dook of Life, which was
followed by his Pazend, or a further Confirmation of bis Doclrine, as the
3} word feems to imply : both thefe traéts were afterwards explained in
* 3 commentary entitled Vaﬁa or Avafie; they inculcated the doGrine of

JJO); ) ' 4 W‘.Am.(
. tlnPerﬁa\:wJWandebPaW
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tws “Printiples, and recommended the worfhip of the good principle
under the allegory of Lsghs, which they oppofed to the bad, whofe
Emblem was Darknefs. The King was much inclined to this doc--
trine, and raifed a number of * temples to #be Sun, the fountain of Light ;-
which the people, as ufual, conceiving in a grofs and literal fenfe, began:
ta adore the Effe@ inftead of the Caufe, and the figure inftead of the

‘archetype: the priefts took the hint, and #be Sun or Mikbra, became

really to them, as our Alchymifts abfurdly confider it, @ powerful
Elixir, which- transformed their bafe metals into gold. The chief of Ze-
ratifbt's Scholars was Famd/p 4, who publithed a firange work upon
Aftrology. Not many years before this fingular man, Confucius, or
Cumfugu, as the Mifltenaries write his true name; reformed and polithed
the peoplé of China; and Solon, his contemporary, a fublime Poet, as
well as a perfe& Statefman, made admirable laws for the Arbenians; fo
that this -period was the-age of Philofephers and- Law-givers.

ARDESHIR }, or BAHAMAN, furnamed Dirazdef ||, or, The
Léng—banded, is, no doubt, the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, who called
him Macrokbeir; a name literally tranflated from the Perfian, and im-
plying only a very extenfive power. We may fafely place tbe building of

" the fecond temple under the reign of this prince ; fince, for the reafons

" before alledged, which appear very decifive, and are confirmed by the

teftimony of the Perflan Hiftorians, we cannot afcribe the delivery of
the Fews to the firft Cyris. The Eafterns affure us, that Ardefbir fent
a prince, named Core/s, defcended from Loborgfp, to punith Baltazar,
fon of Bakbtnaffar, who was grown very infolent in his government of
Babylon; that Corefb conquered Baltazar, and was raifed by the King to
the fupreme command of that City, where he prote@ed and encouraged
the captive ¥ews. The Perfians could have no inducement to invent
this tale, and as it was recorded in the oldeft Annals of the kingdom, we

* In Perfian & temple of fire was.called 4}@' or 5{.\@' + In Perfian ‘.""'L‘L'.;
§ A L Ardbi guisies in Perian & frmg L, It con o

cannot
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cannot help giving fome credit toit. They tell us- alfo,: that‘ Bakbt- BC Py
waffar fignified, in:old Chaldean, Tée Servant of Naffary an idol of the
Babylonians ;3 but it feems:a better opinion, that the true word was. Nex

‘bobadonaffar, ‘derived. from Neén, Hadon, and dﬁr, whxch we know’,
were names of three Affyrian deities *..

. HOMAI 4~ a name whick fignifies. Fbe Bird of® Paradifé; was the B.C.440.

daughter of Arde/bir, and fat on the throne during the infancy of her

fon Darab. - She raifed a fumptuous palace in the city of Jfakbdr; fome

pillars of whlch remair ta.this day ;. the built alfo a city’ called Semirem,
whence the learned M. &' Herbelot ‘fuppofes her‘to be Semiramis; but

our Chronoloeers place the relgn of that Princefs three hundred yedrs

earlier. -«

DA.RAB or DARA 1, whom the. Greeks call The Baffard, facw B.C. 424+

ceeded to Homds. Here the. Perfian hiftories begin to be full of abfurd
" fables, for we may fuppofe that the Records of thefe times were loft or
neglected during the Grecian Wars. - The Eaftern writers tell a fory of
Darab, which has quite the air of a romance:; ‘ that he, was expofed
« by his mother, like' the Hebrew Lawgiver, on a river;. which: by its
“¢ rapid current carried him to the habitation. of a dyer, 'who knew him
¢ to be a child of high birth by the. trinkets, which adorned his'cradle ;
« that he was educated by this honeft man, who fent him to the wars,
# where he diftinguithed himfelf in fighting againft the Greeks ; that,
« being introduced to the queen as a brave youth, the knew him by the
¢ jewels which he wore, and which his reputed father had reftored to -
¢ him.” So far we may indulge thefe writers in the liberty of embel-
Lithing their- Chronicles with lively tales ; but we cannot {0 eafily ex-

‘® Reflam, the fon of Zelxer, ufndtohn&beenhlled by u ftratagem of AMr, and,. by ﬂnt

mnl,hemuﬂhlvehveduluﬂmhnndndyun. Hippecrates and  Demcritns, both g
bthe&ﬂemtndmmmdonrmhﬂmu,ﬂonnmedmthnmgnoﬂbuMonm:h. '
tbe #'?u'd"b"‘

cuf
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» _B ‘C-424  cufe them, .when they make Alexander the fon of Darab, and tell us of

BC. 4000

B.C. 337

a daughter of Pkilip, whom the king of Perfia married, but fent back
to Macedon after his nuptials, becaufe he found her lefs agreeable than
he fuppofed her to be. Thefe are ftories, which would be unworthy of
The Thoufand and One Days. '

There feems in this place to be a chafin of many vears in the angals -
of the Perfians; for they fay nothing of Ardefbir, fon of Dara, by
* Parizddeb, or Paryfatis, whofe brother Cyrus led the Greeks to Baby-
Jon in. that memorable -expedition, which Xenopbon fo elegantly re-
lates 3 nor of the third Arde efbir, whom our hiftorians call chu:, nor of
Arogus, whofe true name it has. not been in my power to difcover.
Now if we fuppofe, as we reafonably may, that thefe three Kings
reigned about twenty-one years each, we fhall bring the reign of Dara

. the Younger to the year 337 before Chrift, which will agree tolcrably

well with the Chronolo'rers both of .4ﬁa and Earape.

DARA the Younger is bctter known to us, than 20 the natives af Pera
Jfia 3 we may, however, ‘be deceived in his chara&er, for we reprefent
him as. 2 mild and benevolent prince; while they affert that he was
fevere, cruel, implacable.’. 'The Perfians cannot comprehend the mo=
tives that induced .4lexander to invade the dominions of Dara; and

“they affign a number of ridiculous reafons for .it, which are too-abfurd

to berelated: in many points, bowever, they agree with our hiftorians.
The fuccefs of Alexander,. and the battle of Ardel 4, or Arbela, are too
well known to. need any further defeription. Dara was aflaflinated
about -zbree bundred and thirty years before our epoch, and the Mo-
narchy of the Caianians was transferred to the Grecks. While this fa-
mily were on the throne of Perfia, the light of reafon, and that of li-
be'ff:'y', which ever attends it, were fpread over the other parts of the

® In Pefian Odugs)—_' born of an Angel, or Fairy.

t Tn Pefian 2| Lat. g5° Lang, 77° 20.
’ world.
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world, Harmadtm and Aﬂﬁagtton {lew the Tyrant of Athens, and the B.C. 337
Liyrick Poets vied with each other in finging their praifes; while old
Brutus, nearly at the fame:fime;y incited the Romans to expel ‘their
oppreflors, whofe vices made the very name of Ki'ng' deteftable ; and,
during the twenty-feveu years of, the (P:Iofamtgﬁan war, Athens gave
birth, as Afcham was fond of obferving, fo more able Commanders, Ora-
zors, Poets, Htﬁarmnm, and Pbtlgﬁﬁé:r;, ‘than the fwbale bardh &_eﬁin cauld -
mproduce el ot mi ’ _ N TSN IS BT
! \»-.‘ 1 R )‘\ ) ) 'i P ‘,} ”‘\ ‘.’
How .lnng rthe Gmh Wcre m;hle to hold the Perﬁau Eropire in their -
~own hamnds, ar..whether they £ver ;mm,ded to:excyde the princes of
-Perfia” from all tthare iri the -government;) are ‘points not. eafy ‘to be
Aettled with any certaihty 5 bit, if we fuppofizchat 1da' fifieen. dings of
:tbé'Afbcanians, who reigned beforie the bitth: of \Chref,). fat enl the thione
stwenty years €ach, ‘'one with-another; we fhall plagt thé rife of that fd-
~mily three. hundred years befors Surlepoch ;:'which: caleulation will not
feem much amifs; i -we. believe, What the Pérfans affure:us, that the
Suceeflors of Alexander veferied for therfelvesionly Jrakbr Parthis and
Perfia, properly fo called,  but refigned ¢be \mare Eafern provinces. to ébe
princes of the royal family ; while the defcendants of Seleucus reigned in
Syria. ‘The founder .of this race was.® \AJhaz;. or .Arfbac, whom the-
" Greeks call Aryaces his fecpeflors, who mers fiyled. Kings of Pesthia by
Iour Hiftoriats, feigned till about two hundred years after. Gérsf, ind ate
.famous for mothing but their Wars againft the Romans, in’ which “they
were always valiant, and often fuccefsful." The laft Prince of the 4/5-
.canians, or Partbians; was drdavise +, known to s by thé nasoe! of Ar-
Labanus, ;againft whom Ard _/bir revolted, and. .tra.nsfcved the bmpu'c to

‘ttha[emam.; R S T I REEE :
L -,,," SR "”.lo

CHAP.
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’-CHAP..- 1. -

Tbe Sa[kman Family.

ARDESHIR BABEGAN*; whom our writers call -Arfaxares,
was the fon of Saffan, a man originally in a low ftation. of life, but
‘defcended from a fon of Ards efbir the Long-banded, who was difinherited
iin favour of ‘Homds." He was furnamed Babegdn. from Babeg, his
grandfathery who was.a Perfian prince of eminent rank, and was fo
pleafed with the ainiable.qualities of Sgffan, his thepherd, that he gave
‘him his -daughter in. marriage: = Ardefbir was bold and warlike, yeta’
«wife'and  learned prinde), -and. is.faid to have compofed two .excellént
-books, the.firft,'a Cdindma+ty or.a Commentary - of bis kife and actions ;
the ' fecand, 4 moral work, of which Nufbirvén the Great, fome ages
after, publithed a fecond edition. Thefe were employments truly wor-
'thy of gréat Princes} but the Kings of: Europe have not written many
.Camama 5, nor gived many Jeffons qf moral:{y

SHAPOR fon of Ard efbir, whom we call Sapore:, built many
cities in Pﬂﬁd, ‘and rebuilt that of Nifkapdr'l, which the Macedonians
had deftroyed. The narhe of this city is compounded of Shapdr added
to' N7 or N¥i, a reed, becaufe its ruins were overgrown with reeds,

- when Shapdr firft faw it. This Prince was very fuccefsful in his wars

-againit the Roman Emperors : he reduced all Syria' and Cilicie, and
-took Palerian, prifoner, but was checked in his ca}eer by the more for-
tunate arms of Odenatus.. In his reign Mini§, a Painter, baving
learned by the converfation of fome Chriftians, £bat tbe Redeemer bad
pram ifed to fend & Comforter aﬂer bim; formed the wild defign of paﬂ' ing

»* ULﬁb Y + ]nPerﬁan MUJU/ $ s
|l_))-vl.2w | § InPefon (Lo _ ‘fm_‘
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for the Paraclete; and, as no oplmons are fo abfurd, ‘which maxly will AD.243.4
* pot embrace, he foon drew together a multitude of profelytes. Shapdr e
was enraged at this 1mpoﬂ;u1e, and withed to pum(h the authoriof .it;
but Mini found means to efcape, and fled into Egflern Tartary, as fag
as the borders of China, having firft told his followers, that he was
going to heaven, and promifed to meet them in a certain grot, -at the"
end of the year. .In his retreat he amufed himflf with paiating a
number of ftrange figures ‘and views, which,"at the year’s end,"he
thewed to his.difciples, as a work given to him by angles: he was a
- -very ingenious artift, and had a lively fancy, fo that his pictures, which
were finely colouréd,zeaﬁly perfuaded the credulous multitude, in the
infancy of the art in 4fa, that they were really divine; they were
bound together, in a book called Erseng *, which is often alluded to
by the' Perfian ‘poets, one of whom, addrefling himfelf to-a great
Pamter, fays, Thke point of thy pencil draws a line over the leaves qf Er-
tmg. that i is, effaces them +. - Mini, by a whimfical mixture, blended
in his dotrine the Metempfychofis of Brabma and Vifbnié}, and the
two Principles of Zeratifbt, together with feveral tenets of the Alco-
ran, and even of the Gofpel; yet this motley religion, ridiculous as it
may feem, was followed even by Bithops and Patriarchs. Our wnters
call the profeffors of this fe& Mamcbeam, but they fhould, by anal
be called  Manians. The impoftor was put to death in the reign of
Babaram, grandfon of Shapdr: had he been, like Mabomed, a fucceﬁs-
- ful Warrior, inftead of an obfcure Artift, his relwlon would, perhaps,
have been fpread over all Affa; for it was the miraculous prxvxlege of 2he
true faith alone, to make its way, ‘in defiance of perfecuuou, by the
forcc of its indifputable Truth, and the fan&xty of its precepts.

HORBIOZD {l, or Hormizdas, as our hxﬁonans call hxm, had the AD. 252,

* Ia Perfa k..CJJl or k.ﬁ_ul .
t In Pefin eﬁ‘!am;»ﬂanoyuju/JJ Xa-dlf-hﬂ-
Far®p it Qi _ . I O
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adéantage of a graceful perfon, and an agreeable air; but he was
neither attive nor warlike. - He was much addifted to ftudy, and

_ ftrongly inclined to favour Manf, whom his fon, as it was faid above,

afterwards deftroyed. -

BAHARAM * fon of Harmuz,y after the death of Mani, led a peace-
ful and ftudious life. He was furnamed The Beneficent, and ufed to

" fay, that Good-nature and Benevolence could not be defined feparately, be-

A.D:. 349

caufe they were the aggregate of all Virtues. His adopted fon, who
fucceeded him, paid little regard to this maxim, and his violence pro-
cured him the name of Kbdlf, or, The Unjuft +; but it is faid that he
changed his temper and condu upon the remonftrances of his nobles.

There was nothmc memorable in the reign of his fucceﬂ'or Nerf §,
whom we call Narﬁ: Hormozd 11. his fon, was a juft and magnificent
prince ; he raifed a4 Court of Fudicature in his metropolis; in which he
fometimes prefided in perfon; and he built, it is thought, the city of
Hormuz in Carmania, the name of which was afterwards given to the
Ifland in the Perfian Gulf, which eur travellers eall Ormus.

SHAPOR, whom the Arabians name DHU LACTAF Il or, The

' Round-Skouldered, was taken prifoner by the Greek Emperor, and,

during his captivity, many of his fineft provinces were laid wafte ; but
having recovered his liberty by the help of the Emperor’s miftrefs, he
returned to .dzarbigian, where he made himfelf known to his peo-
ple, and foon after totally defeated the Greeks: in memeory of this
a&ion he built the city of Cazwin§, which, for its fingular beauty,
was alfo named Gemalabdd **. His grandfon Babaram had but a thort
reign, which was difturbed by frequent rebellions. It was ufual for
the, Perfian Kings to give their fons forne confiderable gdvernment with

N | ‘_ + Ut t i
i Igf::hd ezl 90 : -8 LUSJ;;{ ’

 * In Pefiar QUI Y an T8¢ Rogion of Beausy.
: : the



A SHORT HISTORY OF PERSIA, © 608

the title of Sé; that of Carmania was allotted to Babardm, who afe AD. 579"
{umed, in confequence of . it, the furname of Kerman/bdb ', whxch our

writers have corrupted into Carmafat. :

. The reign of hls fon Ye‘zdegzrd ha.d nothmg in it, that dcferves to

be related.

. BAHARAM the Fourth 4, or the Sixth, as fome authors reckon AD. jgt.
him, . was educated in Arabia, and had fome difficulty to. recover-the
throne of Perfia, which the' Nobles. of his father's court had, in his
abfence, given to & prince named Kefrs. - The adventures of this King
are related atlarge by the poet Céredi, fore of whofe fitions have been
tranfplanted into the Perfan hiftories, ‘where we are told, with great
folemnity, * that_he challenged Kefi# to: fnatch the diadem from two
# hungry lions, between whom. he. had placed it ; that he flew the two
“ lions, and took the diadem ; that he travelled into Jndia in a private
« charadter, and’marricd the ngs daughter, having gained his fa-
¢ vour by killing'a furious élephant, and by defeating anothcr Indian
s Prince, who had invaded the country.” . Thefe-relations have the
air of Perfian tales; but we may be affured, that he repulfed the
Eaftern Tartars, who, as ufual, had paffed the Oxys in his reign; and
that, having no other enemies, he fpent the remainder of his life i
hunting. - His favourite prey was a beafl called Gir,. which feems to
he the Onag\ru.r, or, Wild Afss and it is faid that he was killed ina
chace.' . The word Gér, which fignifies & tomb, as well as a.wild afs,
gave occafion to a. pun of fome Perfan wit, which was. circulated
after Babardm's death: . See, fays he, Zow Baharim, wko' chafed the
G, or wild afs, all bis i fe, was af Iengtb cbafed and”taken 2y Giir, or,
the tomb }.

* Ja Pefian QL“JL.}.( . "‘J)frjq-'
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The fucceffor of Babaram was Yezdegerd 11. a wife and refolute
prince, whofe foldiers were fo' fond of him, that they gave him the
furname of Sipshdip, or, Beloved by the army®. He left his throne
to his younger fon Hormuz, furnamed Ftrzama +, or, The Prudent ;

but that prince was dethroned, in lefs than a year, by his “elder bro-
ther Firdz.

FIRUZ }; having depofed’ his brother by the help of Kbofbnoviz,
a King of the Indofeythians, foon forgot his obligation to him, and
furned his arms againt his prote@or; but he was conftantly defeated’
by that prince, and was at laft obliged to conclude a_difthonourable

- peace. The people, whom the Greeks call Indofecythians, and the Per-

Sans Haiatelis, inhabited the mountains between Candabar and India,
and were, perhaps, nearly the fame with the 4fgans, who rumed

. the Perfian Monarchy in the prefent age.

B:la_/l) and Cubad fucceeded Firiz; the fecond of thém was the

father of Nufbirvin the Great, before 'whom Famdfp, or, as we cali
him, Zamafpes, relgncd one year.

. NUSHIRVAN: ||, better known in Ezrope by the name of Cofrocy,
reigned till near the clofe of the fixth century; he was a Prince of
eminent virtues, fortunate in war, and illuftrious in peace. MAa

HOMED, who was born in his reign, calls him Tbe Fuf King, a

_title more honourable than that of Greas, which we are apt to beftow

fo wantonly upon the oppreflors of mankind. Al} the moral writers
of Perfia, and principally S4di, in his Bofldn, or Garden, and ¥dmi, in
his Bebariftin, or, Manfion of the Spring, are fond ‘of reciting the.
maxims of this Monarch, and of illuftrating their leffons of morality
by his example.

» In Pefian W;‘)"L@“‘ {in}’erfu aj!)' .
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His fon Hormiiz was far from imitaﬁnzr his father’s. yirtue’;. he was AD: 530.°
at laft dethroned by his General: Babarém, whom fome authors reckon’
amang. the ngs of Perfa.. ;

KHOSRU PARVIZ* was a maomﬁcent and amtable monarch AD 590.
he fouvht acamﬂ: the Greek. Emperors with great fuccefs, bot was.at,
Iength defeated by .Heraclius.. .He is faid to havg married a daughter
of . the Empcror Maurice, named Irene : the Perfians call this princefs
Skirin, .or Sweet, and the' progrefs of her love for 'Parviz furnithed
Nezdmi, and other, poets, with the fubjed of an entertaining Romance 3
they tell us that; a, .certain! Statuary, named. Ferbad, was. in love 'with
the' fame lady,; and pierced through -the: heart of a. larve mountain;
cither to gratify his miftrefs, or to employ his mclancholy ‘hours.

) Therc is.an ‘elegant “couplet of ¥dmi on this celebrated; Beauty and
her lovers: When Shirin, fays he, opened ber Jips, that fhed fweetnefs
around, fbe _/iole the beart qf Parvxz, and the foul of Ferhad 1.

NE

Thxg prmce is fatd to have recexved a letter from 1Makomed, mvxtmg
hxm to embracc the new fect of the Ambm:- but, as he-was ex=
tremely ‘#di@ed to the popular religion of his country, he _tore’ the
letter with great difdain.

Parwz, nf we behcvc the Eaﬁcrns, was a lovcr of muﬁck and a
patron of thofe who profeﬂ'ed that art: his chief. Mufician was Barhd
who compofcd a favourite tune called /urmgs, or Royal and mventcd
a fort of lute, known by his name ; whence M. & Herdelot fuppofcs,
little too hattily, that the Greeks formed their word Barbiton, not re-

* s
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fle@ting, that Anacreon and Horace ufed that word many ages before
the birth of Parviz. The Perfians, like the ancient Greeks, call their
mufical modes, or Perdd’s, by the names of different countries or cities,
as the mode of Ifpaban, the mode of Irak, the mode of Hejdz, or the
Arabian mode. Whether thefe modes, like ours, mean @ _fuccefion of
Jounds relating by juft proportions to one principal note, or only a particular
fort ofair, it has not been i1 my power to learn. If we may argue from
the foftnefs of the Perfian language, the firong accentuation of the
words, and the tendernefs of the fongs which are written in it, we
may conclude that' the . Perfians muft have.a natural-and affe@ing
melody, which is, certainly, #rue mufick; but they feem to be very
little acquainted with the “Theory of that fublime art: and, “indéed,
the Eurgpeans knew as little of it, till it was explained to thém by
Rouffeau of Geneva, who has written upon the fubjeét lxke a PhlIofo-
pher, an Artift, and a Man of Tafte.
i UL W I s

After the dcath of Par'vtz, the Empire began to decline: the five
Princes, and the two Qeetas ‘who fucceeded £0' Shirdieh, ‘o Strae:, as
they were eminent imtber in peace nor én war, are not worthy of ar piace
in Hiftory.

The Arab.r, under the command of Omar, were perpetually making
inroads upon the Perfian Empire, and ﬁnally overthrew it by the de-

- feat of YEZDEGIRD *, who was killed in the middle of the feventh

cextury ; and by hxs death the famlly of Saffan became extm&

* d):;d).i

CHAP.
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o CHAP IV _
Tbe Mabammedan D_ynq/he.r. o

OMAR was’ fucceeded by a race of Ca/ﬁ, the Popes of Aﬁa, who
affumed at once a regal and a prieftly charaler, the one as conquerors
of Perfia, and the other as fucceffors of Mabomed. The family of
OMMIA: preferved their power: aud dignity 3 but, under the houfe of
ABBAS,; the. Califate. was. reduced to-a - .thadow of foverewnty, and
their Empire was divided among & number of independent Princes. -

. ' The divifion of the Empire prepared it for. diffolution 5 the fons of
GENGHIZ, whe led, a numérous army of Tartars over the Oxus;
found the conqueft of Perfz an eafy tafk. It is related, that Holagu, a
Mogil prince, who put an end to the Califate in the thirteenth- century,

was incited to befiege, Bagdad, by the great ‘aftronomer Nafireddin, .

- who had taken offence at the Calif’s behaviour to him; fo that'the fuba
verfion of a fplendid Empire was owing to the refentment -of a- private

Philofopher ®. The. Genghizians were followed by TIMUR, impro- .

perly called Tamerlane, whofe dominions extended from the Ganger to
. the borders of Muftovy, and. from the .Arecbipelago to the frontiers of
Clina; which kingdom he was beginning to invade at the time of - his
death. The metropolis of his Empire was Samarcand, a rich and

ﬂounihmg city, the ancient Maracanda, fituated in the beaytiful valley -

of Sogd, about a day’s journey from Cafb, the place of his birth. At
the opening of the fifteenth century, not many months before his death,
he celebrated the nupuals of his fons and grandfons by a fumptuous fef-
tival ina delightful plain called Gdnigul +, or The Treafury of Rofes.
All the riches of Xerxes and Darius, of which our hiftorians ralk f&

* M. ZHirbelwt treits this anecdote ss a fable. 1. J)/UL‘/

extravavantly,

60
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extravagantly, were trifling in comparifon of the jewels and gold exhi-
bited on this occafion.

~ His vaft poffeffions were inherited by the illuftrious SHAROKH,
who diftributed them arhong his children: - In his reign the princes of
the BLACK RAM grew very powerful and infolent ; they were, how-
ever, reduced by UZUN HASSAN;. or Hafar the Tall, who was
the fixth king of the WHITE RAM, and fubdued many provinces of
Perfia, but- was defeated by Sultan Mahomed 11. who took Conftan~

" tinople in the-middle of the fiftéenth century. Thefe two families were

diftinguithed by the Rams of dj fermt colaur:, whxch were pamtea on
their enfigns. .

- The fons of Haffan weakened their Empire by their violent diffen-
fions; and, in the beginning of zhe fixteenth century, left it open'to
ISMAIL, whofe grandfétheryumid had married a danghter of Haf-
fan. This prince is confidered as the founder of the Sefi family, but
his ancettor SHEIKH SEFI was the true caufe of its rif. The
ftory of “that fingular man-deferves to be told at full length. When
Timur returned to Perfia, after his victories in' Syria, he paffed through
Ardebil, alarge city of Media, There lived at that time in this city a
man named Sefieddin, or the Purity of Religion, by contration Sef,
who was much refpefted by the Citizens, as a philofopher of fin-
gular virtue and piety, and a reputed defcendant from the prophet
Ali.  The Tartarian Conqueror, who was not inferiour to .dlexander,
vifited Sefi, who was far more benevolent than Diogenes; and at that
time Tamerlane happened to have with him a great number of cap-
tives in chains, for the moft part natives of Carmanid, whom he had
determined to put to death upon fome public occafion. He was
charmed with the converfation of the. philofopher, and, like the Ma-

cedonian Hero, - offered to give him any thing he could defire. The fage

pointed to the Captlves, and entreated him 70 fave the lives of thofe
young Carmanians who were in bis train. * Timur confented; and gave
them
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them all to Seﬁ as his flaves; but the virtuous old 'man. fupplied them

with the neceffaries of life; and fent them to their native city. The
families of thofe prifoners, who were the principal men of Carmania,

retained fo grateful'a fenfe of this benefit, that they expreffed it in the -
moft extravagant manner: they made it the bufinefs of their lives to -

.vifit their benefaftor, and to.carry him’ prefents; and even erjoined
their children to pay the fame refpe&t’ to the pofterity of this excellent
man. But all his defcendants had not his benevolence; and [/'matl
employed thofe very Carmanians in raifing bim to the throne of Perfia,

and in fubftituting the fe€ of Ali, his real or fuppofed anceftor, to that

of Omar, the acknowledged fucceffor of Mahomed.

Ifmail had many eminent qualities, but fullied them all by his de-
teftable cruelty. His fucceflors, without excepting ABBAS, abfurdly
called the Great, were fuch a dlfgrace to human nature, that an ac-
count of their lives would be more like a defcription of the Tigers in
~ fome pubhck colleGtion of wild beafts, than a piece of hiftory: almoft
every day of their lives was diftinguithed by fome horrid a& of intem:

perance, luft, or murder, aggravated with fome new’ circumftance of .

wickednefs: their very love was fierce and inhuman, and they burned for
the flighteft offences the moft beautiful women of 4z, either becaufe’
they declined drinking a cup of wine more than ufual, or interceded

for fome courtier in difgrace. At length the vein: of inhumanity. -

feemed exhaufted in the family, and left nothmv behind it but an in~
conceivable ﬂ:upxdxty. .

' HUSSEIN who reigned at the opening of this century, was a
weak Zealot} and, by committing the management of his kingdom to
Eunuchs and pernicious Minifters, left it open to the Savages who in-
vaded it, and affaulted him even in his Metropolis. A barbarous na-
tion, called Afgans, or Avgans*, who inhabited the mountains be-

VOL. V. 41 B ) tween -

609



610

A DESCRIPTION’OF ASIA.

tween Candahar and the river Indus, rufhed like a torrent into Perfia,
and took Ifpahan after a violent fiege, under the command of MAH-
MUD, fon of MIRVEIS, who, as all Europe knows, had thaken off
the Perfian yoke, and governed Candahar for eight years ¥,

The kingdom of Perfia was reduced to a deplorable flate, when
TAHMASP was raifed to the throne, after the ‘abdication of his fa-
ther Huffein, who was foon after murdered. Mabmud, the Ufurper,
reigned in Ifpahan, and was fucceeded by his coufin A/braf +, who
added to his dominions the cities of Kom, Yezd, and Kazvin. The in-
habitants of Candabar, the ancient Paropamifus, and thofe of Herat.or
Ariana had thrown off their allegiance to the Sultan, having eftablithed
feparate and diftin& governments: in'the provinces of Ghilin, Kermin,
and Pars, feveral pretenders arofe at-the head of confiderable forces:

-the rebel Melek had made himfelf ‘mafter of Kborafan, ordered money

to be coined in his name, and wore the diadem of Perfia; the Turks had
fubdued great part of Azarbigian or Media, and all the diftri€ts near the
thore of the Ca/pian were in the hands of the Ruffans. This was not all;
a number of barbarous tribes, who inhabited the forefts and mountains,
joined in the general commotion, and concurred to fill the whole Em-~
pire -with- defolation and rapine; while the new Emperor, who had
fcarce common fenfe, was driven like a fugitive from city to city, at-
tended only by a few troops, and fome Nobles as weak as himfelf,

" # Thefe 4fgans were, probably, the Paropamifade of the Ancients, whom Quintus Curtius de~
feribes in the feventh book of his Life of Mlexander, « Ipfe rex mationem ne finitimis quidem fuls
¢ fatis notam; quippe nullo commercio colentem mutuos uffis, cum itu intravit. P
¢ fada appellantur, agrefte homi genus, et inter barbaros maximé inconditum. Curtius is ex-
tremely confufed in his Afiatick Geography ; but Prlemy rightly places this nation with Jndia on the
eaft, the Country of Aria or Herar on the weft, part of Khorafin on the north, and Zablefdn, or Mol-
tén, on the fouth. The Augans are mentioned by 44 Yexdi in his life of Tamerlane, M. de Ja Croix,
in bis maps, calls them Ouganis. '
- ¢ In drabick g &1 or; Moft noble,
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