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: PREE:.AOE, 
~ ... ", .. ~ t'- .~ .... .. ..::....--0-;-.... . ~ . . . 

. ·,THE.lo.st yolUIl:le'oHhe ~elEjC~ons from the State Papers preserved ~ the. Bomba.y 'Se~re
~t:..'oomprised all .the c:foc1lII!6ilts regar~ng th~ his1!ory of ·the Ma.rathas, f:t:oni. their totind617 
SJUvajl to their defeat at ·A:s~ye.' The~ present, volumes comp':rise all t~e i;nportanb do

, cumeDts regatding tlle.interna.1 adininistra~ion of' ~e ~ombay.Presidency from the f~undation 
of the Factory at SUl'at to Wellington'S' great· 'Victory :which made the English masters 'of 

. India. III the letter; and nartatives of the chief actors we. have here related the earliest 
,:j:lomestic Jiistory oloin- Indian"Emp!re .• 'In these' 'vol~es wi can trace the w.ad~ chatige 

in the seryan~ of the Co~p4ny from f~ors to soldiers and rulers of men, The papers 
~!e been printed, letter for letter. }!.xac.tly ,as they ate in _ th~ original .inanuscnpt; ~d 
.each proof'has been carelully ~llated with the~ origin~r to. see th~t' ,nit change h~ been 
made, Occasionally ·words have occurred not' eas~_~ccounted for;., anq. :hence it',is 
also likely to occur that, when a reader', .thinks he h.as alighted on a blunde:r, ,he ,,has on a 

:. word: that Ms been transferred fro~ t~e manuscript ~ with Unusual' care, In f}; country .like 
',India, where manuscript' records are .liable. to so 'man,y perils; so;mething approaching to facsi
mile was thoyghll desirable. O~g to the decayed state of the paper and to the.ink having 
spread, considerable difficulty haS been expe~ieDCed in deCiphering. the early 'documents; Som.e 
leaves u!lfortunately crumbled ¥> pieces the momen.t they w~re touohed. Co~sidering that thejle 
documents have lam n.eglec~ed for a ,cent:ury in a s~all d~p rOom, it is a matter of con-

: gratulation t~t,so many have eSCI!-p.ed destruction. :FfveI,lwhere'the d~ngerB just adverted to 
. bave been eecaped, the difficulties. pi-esent~d to a ~Qder~' reader by manuscripts no d<?o.bt 
, perfectly intelligible,to those for :whqse pel:u~al tp.ey were ~ntended; are by no means incon

: siderable, An average speoiplen of the early ~orresp9xid~nce is given ill, fa.csimil~ at ',the 
beginning of the' Surat Letters, . '.. 

~ . ~ - . 

At the end of the second volUme are published the earliest treaties made with the POl"': 
tuguese. The treaty of' ma.rri~e between 'King C~les II and the Infanta Catherine of 
Portugal, dated 23J;d June 1861, by which the Crown of Portugal ceded and gr~ted to the 

, Crown of England the IslaJid and Harbour of Bombay in"full sovereignty is given together with 
'the Secret Article, regarding which there has been' a considerable amount of unnecessary mys
'tery, From the eleventh article of the treaty if will be seen that BOl;nbay was not given merely 

, as part of a dower. but granted to the English Crown to eJ!.able the two nations to guard their 
• respective dominions and interests against the aggr~ssions and encroachments of the Dutch, 

By the secret artIcle of the treaty the King o£.~n~na bound himself to ." exert his whole 
strength and power in order to establish· e. solid and lll$ting peace between the most serene 
King of Portuga.1 and the States General of the United Netherlands," and, if the States' 
General refused to make peace, Charles bound himself" to defend and protect the possessionlJ 

, of the Portuguese in the East Indies," and to obtain restitution to the Crown of Portugal of 
,such Portuguese settlements in the East Indies as the Dutch might, subsequent to the treaty, 
i, btain possession ot In the appendix. is alsa published the trea.ty- or artioles on which 
Antonio de Mello e Castro delivered up the island of Bomb"ay to Humphrey Cook, 14th 

,January 1665. After the Porturoxese treaties is now printed fQr the first time the famous 
I ~ onvention made and entered into between ~d Aungier an4 the people of Bombay. 
I •. 12M+- ' 



ii PREFACti. 

After the papers relating to our first connection with Bombay will be found "Selections fl'o 
the Bantam Letters." The earliest letter is dated Syam, Nov. 15th, 1679. The writer states
.. They now make g~ quantityes of porcellain in Japan. I have seen some p.ticu~ pieces COil 

parable to any made in China of late yeares, but generally 'tis not altogether Boe good, & ': 
extraordinary abundance y~ came YO ... last year rendered it very cheape." The Bantam lette 
are followed by the JOU1"llal of Nadir Shah's residence at Carmenia, which gives aviv 
pictufe of the atrocities committed by that cruel and capricious tyrant. The writer Mr. Grav 
describes the greatest warrior Persia"has ever produced as .. about five foot ten inches hi~ 
and very well set, and notwithstanding his age and fatigue of life he has gone through, wal 
very strong and upright, and to appearance, if no accident happens to him, may live this twen 
years." The last document printed in the second volume is a 'Diary of Transactions on ,: 
Embassy to Borneo Proper by order of John Herbert, Esquire, Chief, Balambangan (177· 
The island or Balambangan oft' th~ north of Borneo was granted to the English in 1761' bt 
Sultan of Sulu and remained ill their possession till 1775 when the Council and establishme 
moved to Labuan. The notes to the Diary have been kindly supplied to me by the H6 
Mr. Treacher( Governor of the possessions of the British North Borneo Company. J 

In order to make the Selections more intelligibJe to the general reader I have though 
advisable to prefix to them a short historical introduction. In the introduction I have supptl. 
gaps in the'Records by information derived from old books of travels from which the m~ 
accurate and complete pictw:e o~ manners and ~e state of society ca~ be drawn. I 

It affords me much pleasure to offer my best thanks to Mr. JaveriMl Umiashankar for 1 
notes on the land tenures of Gujarat, and to again acknowledge the valuable assistance render. 
me in the preparation of these vol'Umes by Mr. Purshottam BaIkri~hna Joshi,' whose servig 
were placed at my diaposaJ. by G~vernment. , 

Secretariat, Bombay, } 
AUf/tid ~887. 

. G. W. FORREST. 
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ing honses... • • ... ... ... 175 

LECKIE, John, Surgeon, his complaints against· 
Captain Edgecombe ,.. " ..... · ... 165-166 

LlsTs,·list of th.a.Hon'b1e .Compsny's Cove
nanted servants at Bombay and factoriea 
snbordlDate, WIth the time of their arrival 
in India, their .salaries and dtlSignations, 
169 ; list of free merchants, 171; bst of 
deceased persons at Bombay and Factories. 
subordinate to, Bombay, 172; list of the 
Hon'ble Company's servants irs ·Sorat... 247 

LUCAS, Sir Gervase, Governor of Bombay 
(1666), instructions regarding him, 210, 
psymen~ of £1,500 to him in 401lars, ibid i 
:consultation on the above snbject 210 

M. 

MADAGASCAB, its ancient name ..... 3 
MARDl, Bombay, condition of the Fort there, 

241 jinstrnctionsfor its repair, ibid; charges 
for its repair 241 

lbEATHAB, their negotiations with the 
, Nabob of Ahmedabad, 304; they take 

possessi('n of Ahmedabad, 805 ; the neces-
sity of complimenting them on their success 
on behalf of the Hon'bleCompany, ibid; their 
designs against Cambay, 308; the Maratha 
Governor at Cambay seized and plunder
ed, 308, 309;, disagreement between the 
Marathas and the Na:bobofSnrat, 386; the 
English Chief acts as a mediator between 
them, 387; final adjustment "of the affairs 
between the Ma.rathas and the Nabob . _ 388 

MABOLBY, Purgunnah, I'-n acconnt of the 
prodnce, manofacture, trade and cn1tiva-
tion of ... 437 

MBRCIIAN'r8, list of free... 171 
MEBCOLBBSB, a kind of Surat cloth ••• 22 
MILITIA, Bombay, its total strength, lliii 
. Brahmans and B&nians exempted from' 

serving in the Militia on payment of money, 
ibid; how the Militia officers were to be 
paid, tbil, the rateII of their pay... 1I9 

1',o. 

MINCHIN, Captain, IWlOOnnt of a dispute 
between him and Mr. Hornigold, 78 J Cap
tain MInchin and Mr. Hornigold suspended 
for misbehavionr, and fined, 79; the fine 

, to go to the Hospital Fnnd ... ... 79 
MoOBA, advices from, etating tbat the Tnrks 

have received a fafal overthrow (1630) .• II 
Moou, William, made Lieutenant of the 

third Company of guard,!! at Bombay, 248 ; 
copy of the oommisaion given to hIm ... U8 

MollO PuNDIT, Commander of Shivajt's 
fol'Ces, report of his having taken Joarfrom 
the Cooleys, 67'J he takes Pinrlole from 
,the Raja of Ramnugnr, 96 J letter to him 
£rem the Chief of Surat requesting him to 
iDstruc!t Trimbakji and other' officers not 
to nse violence to the English house at 
Surat ... .., ." ... ... 115, . 

MOWAH, Pnrgnnnah, an account of the pro. 
duce, manufactnre, trade and cultivation. 
of ,.. ... ,'" ... ....... 435 

MowTAB, Cnsbah, an acconnt of the produce, 
mannfactnre, ~racfe and coltivation of... 43;) 

N. 

N AGURU VIILY, Purgnno'a)I, an acconnt of the 
• ~roduce, mannflJ,ctnre, tq.de and cnltlvB-

• tlon of • '''' •• ". ... .•. , •• 
. NASIWI 'SUNAY, letter £rem him stating that 

Shivaji is willing w satisfy the Hono'ble 
Compsny's debt '....... ... ... 

NASSANl'ORE, PUrgUnnah, an account of the 
produce, manufacture, trade aDd cnltiva-
tion of .,. ... ... ." ... 

NEE1IA P..lE&.lCK,-a merchant, special privi-
leges granted him Jor aettling Q,n the 

, island of Bombay... ... '.... ... 
N OEWICII STuns, demand for them '" 
NOW~ABBB, Cnsbah, an acconnt of the pro-

duce, manllfactnre .. trade &D<\ culttvatlon 
·of 

438 

.. 
1<W 

J12-
122 

.. ." 
OSHUZ, the red ~rth from ... ... ... 7 
OSPAD, Purgnnnah, an account of the pro. 

duce, manufacture, trade ud cnltiT&tioD 
-of .... ... ••• ... ... 434 

OnNDEN, Chief of Sorat, letter from him to 
• tbe Hon'ble Compsny giving an acCOnnt of • 

the state of affairs there, 14; letter from 
George Oxinden to the gentlemen at; • 
Fort st. George describing the plunderi~g • 
of Surat by Shivaji '.~. • •• 83-35 

P. 

PADElIB MlI1>ARD, letter to him .... _0 .. " _ 31l 
PA!I(.'BOLB, PurgnDnah, an account of tho ° 

produce, manufacture, trade and \!Illtiva-
~ion of· 4M 
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P ..... 

PA.Rlm!IIA,' Pn~ an aoooont of the 
prodnce, manUfacture, trade and colma,. 
tien of ••• ..: _. _. -••• 438 

PJ:B8IA, expootatiODS of {he Hon'ble Com
pany's affairs being better dealt with in 
Penna _ .. , ..• ..• . ..• - ,1' 

PI!TI'l', John, Deputy,Govemor of Bombay • 
. - 122-124 

PmRlWi, granted by .Amangseb ao the 
Hon'ble Company... ••• .., ••• 213 

Pm.lntS, measlll"eS adopted for the protection 
of Bombay agsinst.- - __ _ •••• . _ •• _ 5! 

POBQtr.lft, condition of the ComJllUlys !-
tory there._ ._. ._. _... ••• 19 

POB'lllOOSE, thei!' evil designa against· the 
Hon'ble Company's vessels (1630), 9; 
their plan for the destrnc60n of the 
Hon'ble Company's flee/; iq India, 12. 
oonclnsion of peace with them, 13. news 

>from Alleppo of the Portuguese obtaining 
a great victory over the Spaniards. an 

t engagement between a Portuguese and a 
Malabar vessel, 84; the Portu,,~ese pnrsne . 
tb Malabar vessel, & i it takes refuge 
in Bombay harbonr, 85; \he Captain 
General of Bassein demands lI1IlT9Dder of 
the vessel, 'Did; otherwisO he tJ.reatens to 
rovade Bombay, ibid; thei.r jelllonsy of the· 
prosperous iltate.of the trade_of Boopbay, 
) 20; they raise the doties on goodsimported' 
into Bombay from Thana and other ports, 
120; they forbid all rice beiug transported, : 
to Bombay, ibid; Portuguese Padrees, 120; . 
their persecntions, Ibid; effects of their
persecntions, ibid; aceoo.nl of an engage. 
ment between., the • Portngnese .flld the 
'Arabs (17~) • 266 

POBTt"O~_ - language.· meAsures for the 
•• chscontinnance of the proeeedingu iii Por

tnguese in all Conm of J ndicatnre in the 
Jsland of Bombay... J ._. _.. ••• sa 

j'RICES, selliug prioes of different arlioIes 
bite tin. amber. quicbilver,lesd, copper, 
ve.rmilion, coral, &0., at Sorat (1664).23-
24 ; prices of Enrope commodities at SIImt. 
(11176), 10"'; prices of article$ al Surat in 
1780 - _.. •••• ••• - ••• 430-43-1, 

PJ:lct, William Andrew,,"Chief for the 
affairs of the Hon'hle English E.m India 
Company at Snrat, 385. 388 •.• ' ' _.. 390 

PROTESTS, 'Protest by the President and 
Conned of India, Persia &e..against Thomas 
E,chman, 187; protest; by the President 
anJ Conncil of -India and Persia &c. 
8~inst the Director and Conncil of the 
Nilthe~laod.&oat India Company_.. 188 

, ' 

RAJuoaB'; proposal for the abolition of the 
Company's f~lo'Iry there, 107; re8'!Ons for 
dOlDg so 107 

lWusu CoJDrArl'D •.• _. .., ._. 155 
Ro-LBAD,- necessity of bringing men- from 

England to manofaetore it in Bombay e.. 55 
BuD ... VJt8DII, ..-hal it is • : 92 
RI(:mru, Thomas. protei\ts against; him by 

tI¥I President and Coo.ncil of India. Pe:rsia 
&c. - 187 

as. 
r SM.umI. Jis& of the Hon'ble Company's 

CoYelUUlted servants in Bombay and their 
salaries (1737) e.. 169-170 

&xOlUlf; ..-ide Zamorin. 
• SH4.M.Yll, lIOn of AD!'IlIlgl'&be, an engage
- ment between him and Ossomshaw for,the 

tlu-one of_ Delhi. ~68; he defeats Ossmn-
shaw... _.. ••• ._. ••• _ 268 

, SHIVAn', plunder of Sural by (l663-1664}. 
14 r alarm of his coming to· Sorat, 2-1; 

• effect of the alarm, .ibid; the Governor 
and the King'1I mh>ist~, take refnge in 
the Castle, wid; Anthony Smith is taken 
prisoner and curied ~ him, ibid; 
~ji releases him after' receiving a 
ransom •• &id; he planders the W1l'll and 
~b:ree, 25; secooo. alarm of Shivaji's Ie
torn to Smal.M; reporlofhisarrivaInear 

~ _ Glindavoo, 34; he burns the English factory 
_at Dn:ngon and lakes Mr. Austin prisoner, 
81 ; the Company demand satisfaction for 
the Joss, ibid; Shivaji declines to give 
complete satis:&.ctiOD, ibid; he c:eJlSnres his 
General for usiug violence towards the 
English,81; gives the Company his Coles 
or passports, ibid i report of his being 
poisoned by his barber, 93; his friendly 
understanding with the English at Bombay 
ibid ; :news of his recovery, ibid; his army 
plondersHanUauee, ibid; Jetter fromGeraId 
Anngier to Shivaji. reqnesting him to 
issue instrnctioos to his army not to molest 
the English ato Suret. lUi; _ of a r-ee 
being concluded between ShiYaji and the 
Mogul ••• _. _. .., ••• 127 

SmDI or lAICIU" his request for winteriug 
at Bombay, 93; reasons for not complying. 
with his reqnesli ._. ••• __ e _.. 95 

S1.BOKll9, Edward, his appoinimeni as ProvO8&; 
:Marshal of the ganisou and island of 
Bombay, 168; ~ to him by 'the 
Deputy Governor _., ••• _.. ___ 168 

SOOPA, Purgnnnah. an aecou:ni of tlIe proiluce, 
manufacture. trade and eoJtiVllOon of 4=36 
So~ Setjean\, his murder by the 

Portngnere. 85 ; the Superior of the CoJIege 
of Bandera required to give satisfae\ion 10 
the Company _._ .e. ~., Il& 

Sous_, a kind of Snrai cloth e_. '-n 
SAHDIll KHAlIl, dispute between him and 

Atchund regaroling the Governorship of 
Snrat, ~81; the English propose to assist 
his rival, ihid» measures taken by the 
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English to oppose him, 282 ; acconnt of aft 
engagement fought between his forces and 
those of Atchnnd assisted by the English, 
28:f-284; he is defeated, 284; he applies 
for peace, ibid ; term~ of the treaty proposed 
to and 8C08p,ted by him, 285; he disbands 
his forces, ,bid; his departllre for Scinde • 287; 

SUIA. DoULAIl"Nabob of Bengal, account of 
an engagemeut :,fought between him and 
the English, '379-381; peaoo -concluded 

,between Suja'iDdolah and the English, 
382-383; conditions ofthe peace ,.. 383 

S01LU', Governor of (1672), 60; his miscon-
duct towards the Company's servants, 
ibid;' he objects to the President's depar-
ture to Bombay, iftd; the President's 
remonstrance with him, 60-610; the.GOf-
ernor sends a boily of troops to ta,ke pos
session of the Compsny's factory, &I.,""is , 
demand for money, _til; ,his bEl1aviodr~ 
1Iowards lhjl"l?reuqh.jlud,DutcL, iiI j pt"\C8S 
o'f Europe cOll1lDodities at Surat, 104; 
news of the arrival of twentt thon-
Band Maratbas in the' vioinlty of the 
city, 248 j English preparations to defend 
their factory, ibid; the Mar(l.thas plunder 
and burn pllrt of the suburbs, 249; fears. 
entertained Of the city being .destroyed, 
ibid j Company's servauts required to keep 
a watch over the factory there, 251 J 
Joseph Oakely and James LPve dismissed 
from the Company's service at Snral?,for 
disobeying the. above" requisition, '".,,'Ul j 

:1Iispute between Atchund and, Snffdar io.i ' 
Caul} fop th!, Go.v.ernprsmp of "Sprat" 21!:t; " ' 

'the English propose' to .assist - atchuncl "J .' 

against his rival, ibid; measllreB take~DY " • 
the English to assist Atchund, 282 ; ac-
count of an engagement fought between 
the forces of Suffdar Khan and A tchnnd 
assisted by the English, 283-284 j defeat 
of Suffdar Khan, 284; Suffdar Khan treats' 
fur peace. 285; terms of the treaty pro-
posed to him, ibid i SuWdar Khan disbands 
his forces, ibid; his departure for Scinde... 267 

SURBONS, PurgullDah, an aooonnt of the 
produce, manufacture, trade and cnltiva-
tlOn of ..... ......... 436 

SUTTERG.u!, Pargunnah, an aocount of the 
produce. mauufacture, trade and oulti va-
tion of ... .., 435 

Sw ALLY, its situation ... S 

T. 

TASS.lIIAVBII, l'nrgullllah, an account of tbe 
produce, manufacture, trade and cultiva-

P.,ol 

• tion of ... ... 43~ 
THORPB, N athanielI, bis conversion to the 

• Roman CatbolIo faith, 1/)7; he is apprehen-
. )led; ibid; his confession ... ... ... 157 

.. :tJi.UDBT, PDl'gunnah, aD account of the pro-
duc&, ·l1Iaauf!!dtuTe, trade and cultivation 

• of... ..... ... '" ... ...·437 
TUlliA, Onsbah, an acoolj:b} of t~ produee, 

manqfactnre, trade and culi:\vft.tllln of<... 435 
T!w>B, measures adopted for the encpnrage-

ment of trade in Bombay (1671) ... ·... 52 
• 'l;UBINBr ~ews of his death ~.. 711 

TURKASEEB, Purgunnah, sn account of the 
prodm:e; mtr.no.fd.lrl;ure, trade and cultivation 
of" .. : .... ':'" .... ... ... 438 

TURDS, wars between the Turkes and the 
Persiaiis (1630) ••.. ... ... ... 9, 

v. 

VALODB, Purgunnah, an acCOnnt of the pro
dnce, manufacture, trade and oultivatIon 
of ... ' ... 

VARATr, its description ,'" 
VULWADAll, Porgonnah, an account of the 

produce,·manufactare, tradf! and oultiva
tioll of 

rMt~ ,~~.... ." ~:~ 
, ~.,- • t '" ~ If' " .. 

'. WEAtVt1IS; e}lciou~agemenrto ~e -given to 
them to se1l1;le on th\ island •• t: '" 

WB'GIITS AND MEASUIIIIiB, English weights 
and measures only to be used on the island 
of Bombay (1671) '" .... ... 

WILLWl Ill, King of England, .news of his 
death ... 

z. -

+37 
10~ 

436 J 

• ..J . . . 
65 

Z.u!OBI!I of Calicnt, his friendly relations 
with the Do 'h, 208 i .the Dutch prevail 
upon him to drive the En~lish ant of his 
territories : ,.!. . 208-209 


