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PREFACE 

IN venturing to criticize statements and opinions 

which now apparently appeal favourably to a 

considerable portion of the population of this 

country, it is above all things desirable that the 

critic should have ample time ~nd opportunity 

to fully study his case and to put it forward in 

the strongest and most convincing manner 

possible. The writer of this book is, unfor­

tunately for the success of his effort, not so 

situated, and it is only because of' his firm con­

viction that a protest should be made against 

the present efforts to suppress, or at any rate to 

postpone, the question of taxing foreign food 

supplies, that he is now attempting to place 

before the public a few facts and arguments in 

order to show the absurdities of the Free Food 

cry, and the misleading and inaccurate asser­

tions made in support of this cry. The longer 

the delay in submitting to the electorate of this 
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country the question of a reversal of the 

disastrous policy of '46, the m~re likely are the 

evils which that policy has entailed to become 

stereptypyd as permanent institutions. 

Notwithstanding the personal disadvantage 

abo~e mentioned, I take courage in entering the 

lists on behalf of Protection (in my opinion a-

. better word than" Tariff Reform "), because, at 
any rate, I am on the side of the vast majority 

of the inhabitants of the world, and because I 

comfort myself with the thought that it is better 

to have a good case than a good advocate. There 

is in this book one innovation for the insertion 

of ~hich I throw myself on the indulgence ·of 
my reade.rs. I refer to the tables I have ven­

tured to construct of' the production and con­
sumption of wheat in the United Kingdom, 

commencing with I 822 and terminating with 

1912, a period of ninety-one years, being twenty­

five years under Protection and sixty-six years 

under Free Trade. In putting· forward the 

figures in these tables, I have tried to avoid 
overstating my case, especially as regards the 

relation of wheat consumption to the popUlation. 

It is generally admitted that meat now enters 
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more largely than ever before into the daily diet 

of the working classes, and, therefore, in basing 

my estimates of the consumption of wheaten 

foodstuffs on the statistics of recent times, it 

would seem probable that the tables mentioned 

above err, as regards the early periods, in giving 

figures which are under rather than over the 

mark. 

In setting forth the merits of Protection as 

compared with Free Trade, as herein I have 

endeavoured to do, it seems well to state that 

any bias I m~y have in the matter does not 

arise from personal motives. I am not the 

owner of a single acre of land in the United 

Kingdom, and if the establish:ment of Protection 

affected me in a pecuniary sense, it would be 

adversely rather than otherwise, as my interests 

are, to a considerable extent, identified with a 

foreign country which now exports freely large 

quantities of cereals and other foodstuffs to the 

British Isles. 

Although it seems a pity that the fiscal policy 

of the country should be treated as a party ques­

tion, I feel bound to say that as a convinced 

Unionist, serving in the ranks under leaders· 



x PREFACE 

who are in every way antagonistiC to untruths 

and misrepresentation, I submit these leaves to 

the public without any fear that I shall injure 

the cause which is in their custody, and on the 
triumph of' which, in my· opinion, the welfare 
of the· country depends. 

TOWNSHEND HOUSE, 

NORTH GATE, 

REGENT'S PARK, N.W. 

July I, 1913. 

T. PENN GASKELL. 



CONTENTS 

DIAGRAM OF WHEAT STATISTICS • Frontispiece 

PREFACE 

CHAPTER I 

THE DECAY OF AGRICULTURE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE TRADE IN' 

PAGE 

Vll 

1846 3 

CHAPTER II 

COBDEN AND THE REPEAL OF THE CORN LAWS VERSUS 

MALTHUS AND THE SUPREME IMPORTANCE OF AGRI­

CULTURE 

CHAPTER III 

21 

THE EFFECT OF REPEAL ON EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES. 37 

CHAPTER IV 

THE CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM COMPARED WITH THAT OF FRANCE AND 

GERMANY 

CHAPTER V 

GERMANY'S PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE 
xi 

47 

59 



xii CONTENTS 

CHAPTER VI 

NATIONAL GRANARIES OF BRITISH AND IRISH WHEAT, 

TO AFFORD' SECURITY FOR FOOD SUPPLIES IN TIME 

PAGE 

OF WAR, AND TO ENCOURAGE HOME AGRICULTURE 7 I 

CHAPTER VII 

A COMPARISON OF THE WEALTH OF THE UNITED KING­

DOM WITH THAT OF OTHER GREAT NATIONS 

CHAPTER VIII 

81 

CAPITAL THE CONDITION PRECEDENT TO EMPLOYMENT 97 

CHAPTER IX 

PROTECTION FOR BRITISH INDUSTRIES. PREFERENCE FOR 

BRITISH COLONIES; COMMERCIAL TREATIES WITH 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

CHAPTER X 

ESTIMATES OF REVENUE TO BE DERIVED FROM PROTEC-

IIS 

TIVE 1>UTIES • 137 


