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T~E TRA~E .OF' BRITISH INDIA 
WITH 

FO,REIGN COUNTRIES 
FOR THE OFFICIAL YEAR ENDED ON THE 31ST ~RCH 1884. 

By J. E. O'CONOR, ESQ., 

A •• istant Secretary *' 1M Governmen. of IRdia i" 1M Deparlmeflt 
of F.nauce and Commerce. 

TUE steady increase in the dimensions of the exte~al trade of India which has 
marked the record for a considerable period, with temporary checks from famine, is 
again a feature in the returns for 1883-84, the trade of the past year having been 
greater than that of 1882-83 by 4'57 per cent. The results of the decade may be 
briefly shown thus ;-

1874-75 -
1875-76 -
1876-77 : 
1877-78 -
1878-79 -
1879-80 -
1880-81 -
1881-82 -
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

'. 

P8ftl8IltBge of increaBe on 
pre-.ioU81ear'a 'rade. 

6'82 
1'87· 
8'90 

- 11'02 
12'59 (decrease). 
11'15 
12'23 
4'49 
4'62 
4'57 

, 2 .. The aggregate figures of the trade for.the last five years stand thus:-

- I • Imports. I Exports. I Total. 

Ra. Rs. n.. 
1~79-80 - - 51,39,75,610 69,10,19,860 1,20,49,95,470 
1880-81 - - 59,29,70,482 75,94,06,850 1,35,23,77,332 
1881-82 - . 58,31,48,65 J . . 82,99,93,464 1,41,31,42,110 
1882-83 - - 63,45,61,977 84,38,17;1.37 1,47,83,79,214 
1883-84 - - 65,58,11,961 89,01,48,978 1,54,59,60,!l39 

. , 

l.'he value of the imports of last year was in excess of that of the previous year by 
3'35 per cent.; that of the exports by 5'49 per cent. The increase under both heads 
was entirely in merchandise, the imports and exports of treasure having fallen off to 

• some extent during the year. . \ • 

3. The imports of stores on account of Government were considerably larger Governnac[ 
(Rs.2,57,54,569) last year than in 1882-83 (Rs. 2,09,26,701). the increase amounting transactioll 
to close on 24: per cent. The imports, were smaller. however. than in 1880-81. 
About three· fourths of the whole increase, are limited to railway plant and rolling-
stuck, which were imported to the value ofRs. 1,23,76.5.89. the value in 1882-83 was 
only Ra. 91,19~144.. . 
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Under some other heads, too, there was an increase which causes some surprise. 
Thus, the imports of boots and shoes doubled; malt liquor increased by 37 per cent.; 
printing paper quite, and woollen goods very nearly, 'doubled in value. All these are 
articles that can be made in the country, and to some extent are so made now. But, 
however much the manufacture of such articles may develope in India, it is clear that 
no real impression will be made upon the totals of Government stores imported until 
the country is able to make railway material generally. This head accounts for half 
the whole imports of the year. 

It has been pointed out in pr~vious reviews that the large increase apparent in ' 
the returns of imports of Government stores since 1880-81 is due to the inclusion in 
the return!! of stores imported.for the East Indian Railway. 

lOut of the whole 257i lakhs which represent the value of the imports, not so much 
as 7i lakhs were shipped to India from places not within t.he {Tnited Kingdom, which 
practically holds the I1lonopoly of the supply to India of stores required by the State. 

4. :he exp'ort~ 6i store~ and treasure by Government are of -Bmall importance, 
amounting .to but lIttle (:Jve., 8l ~akhs of rupees, and shQw no tendency to increase. 
They call for no comment. .' 

5. The proportion of the traqe of India which is carried to the country, or carried 
away thence, through the Suez Canal,' continues to increase. Last year the proportion 
was 65'8 per cent. For the last ileven,-y~;trs the proportion has been-

1877-78 - ... 54'16 per cent. 
1878-79 - • 48'64 ,. 
1879-80 - • 51'64 n. 

1880--81 - i: 58'79 \" 
1881-82 - - 61'39 " 
1882-83 - - . 62'25 " 
1883-84 - .;. 65'8 

" 
6. In the figures of the impGrts to India the proportion carried through the Canal 

is very -much greater than the proportion of the whole trade, imports and exports 
combined, because the exports of opium and other goads to China, Ceylon, the Straits, 
Australia, and other countries lying eastward of the' canal, constitute an appreciable. 
proportion of the Indian trade, and the percentage of exports carried from India 
through the Canalll).ust always be much smaller than the. percentage of imports into 
India carried though the Canal. In imports the proportion is as follows :-

1877-78 - 74'38 per cent .. 
1878-79 64'52 " 
1879-80 69'44 " 
1880-81 ~ 76'91 " 
] 881-82 74'27 

" 1882-83 74'68 
" 1883--84 78'01 
" 

7. Of 'the whole trade between the United Kingdom and India, no less than 87·85 
per cent. was conveyed last year through the Cana), leaving; less than 12t per cent. to 
be btought round the Cape. The value pf this trade exceeded the value of the trade of -
France with India carrieq through the Canal by more than nine times, the figures being 
Rs.. 77,91,96,972.for the United Kingdom, and Rs.8,15,72,094 for France. Of the 
trade with France, ho~ev~r:even a larger proportion is carried through the Canal than 
of the trade with 'the United Kingdom, the proportion in the case of France being 88·4 
per cent., or close on nine-tenths of the whole trade .. Practically the whole of our 
trade with Austria (99·g5 per cent.):was carried by this route, which was also taken by 
95'6 per cent. of the trade with Belgium, and 98·5 per cent. of the trade with Italy. 
The trade witli the United States, oil the other hand, still mainly takes the old tracks, 
less than 32 per cent. having been carried th,rou~h the Canal. 

8. The proportion of the export trade from India which is carried by the Suez 
Canal increases much more steadily year by year than that of the import trade. The. 
proportion now amounts to 56! per cent. of the whole trade, having reached this figure 
from 36i seven years ago. 

36·52 par cent. in 1877-78. 
37·66" ,,1878-79. 

52·01 per cent. in 1881-82. 
52·61" ,,1882-83. 

38'06 ", ,,1879-80. 56·44" "lR83-84. 
43'98" ,,1880-81. 
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9. The total number and tonnage of the shipping which, entered and cleared at Shippi 
Indian ports from and to foreign countries, during each of the last five years, are given 
below:-

-- . / Number. I TODi. I Average tonnage • 

1879-80 - J 12,160 -l 5,703,087 469, 
'1880-81 - 12,305 I ,6,469,036 ' 526 
1881-82 - 12,742 I 7,368,886 578 
1882-83 • ~1,715 7,071,884 604 
1883-84 - 11,662 ~,260,603 ' 622 

The total number of v.essels shows a decrease in the past year, 'but both the 
aggregate tonnage and the average capacity of each vessel increased considerably. 

,The jncrease year after year in the' size of vessels trading to India is remarkable. 
Every year the process goes on of replacing smaller vese~ls by ships'of !arger capacity. . -. . 

Hi. Vessels entered and cleared.-The figures for vessels entered and cleared, which 
are gh:en together in the foregoing paragraph, arE!. sho,,:n' separately in the following 
table:-

--
! 

I 
, -- · . Entered. Cleared. 

------ I, . 
TOIlS.: I 'No. No. Too~. 

1879-80 · · - 6,072 2,763,621 6,088 '2,939,466 
1880-81 · - · 6,100 .3,16!;l,973 6,205 3,300,063 . 1881 ... 82 · · · 6,460 3,632,24S 6,282 3,736,638 
1882-83 · - - 6,864 3,538,878 . 5,851 3,533,006 

-}883-84 · · - 6,812 3,632,305 6,850 3,6J8,298 . . I . . 
11. These tables. include sailing vessels as well as steamers. The following 

figures, confined to steamers' alone, shoW' the steady progress made during the past five 
years in the substitution of steamers for sailing vessels in the ca.rrying trade between 
India and other countries. ·The percentag9 of steam tonnage to, the total tonnage was 
49 per cent. in 1819-80, 55 per cent. in 1880-81, 62 per cent. in 1881--82, 58 per cent. 
in 1882-83, and 63 per ceitt. in the past yea.r. (The (lecrease in 1882-83.was apparent 
not rea!.) 

I I 
, 

-- Steamers entered. Steamers cleared. 

No. Toos. . No. Tool!. 
1879-80 · - - 1,199 1,375,001 . ',240 1,445,906 
1880-81 · - - 1,468 1,742,255 1,471 1,786,542 
1881-82 · - . 1,829 . 2,263~604 1,859 1,310,372 
1882-!!3 

< , 
1,550 2,05Q,615 I·. 1,644 2,050,549 - . . 

IS83-84 . .' 1,620 • , 2,294,310 1,603 2,277,232 · . ! • . 
12. The. follo~g table contrasts ilii '~Ul1lber of. ateam~;s and sailers which 

entered in 1877-78 with the number entered iI11883-84: I , • 

• j 

IWi~_1 
., 

1877-78. 1883-84. . . - . 
I I I In BallaSt. 

, 
With Cargoes. In Ballast. TOTAL. TOTAL. 

f 

I I 
No. TODl'j No. Tons. No. ·Tons. No.' Tons. I No. Tons. No. 'fan •• 

STB.Ul VE88BL8, 970 ~,1514,046 153 141,641 1,123 1,265,687 1,1104 ,·, ..... ,1 416 540,SOll 1,620 2,29-&,310 
ENTERED-

I 

SA.ILING VESSBLB, 2,678 1,040,!Ul2l 9,5591 571,140 5,230 1,611,962 2,642 795,959 I 1,550 542,036 4,192 ~,337,995 
BKTEREJ)- : I " I 

I 

These figures show a large increase in the number and tonnage of steamers 
entered with cargoes, and an increase in the·number and tonnage of those that brought 
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no cargoes, mostly steamers that discharged coals at Aden or some other place out of 
India and then came hither seeking cargo. The entries of sailing vessels show a 
material reduction in both 'number and tonnage under'both heads. 

13. Steamers in baZZast.-Number and tonnage of steamers entering and lea.ving 
India without cargoes in the last five years :-

I ~ I -- Entered, Cleared. , 

\ No. Tons. No. Tons. 
135 

, 
122,071 31 27,748 1879-80 - -

1880-81 - ~ i89 199,2.74 ql 1)1,054 

1881-82 - .. 460 547,281 33 30,073 

1882-i~ - .. 104- 485,848 56 49,371 

1888-84- - - fo16 540,909 33 33,R31 , 
~ . , 

In Bombay, 78 steamers entered in ballast as against 115 in the previous year, and 17 
cleared in the same condition as cbmpared, with 25 in 1882-83. In Bengal. 80 
steamers entered in ballast as against' 71 in the p1'svious year, while none left without 
cargoes in the past year as in.lS82-83 .. In Burma, 13(1 steamers entered. and 2 left 
in ballast as cO!p.pltredwith 13() -and one in ~he p:revioui!l year. In Madras, the 
numbers were 57 and 12 as against 61 and 28' in 1882-83; and in Sindh, 65 steamers 
entered without cargoes, while 2 -left ~n that condition, the entries in the previous year 
being 21 and clearances only two. 

14. The great increase in th~ ~n.tries in ballat1lt during the last three years was 
caused by tpe'demand for tonnage which arose with the extended trade in wheat and 
seeds; The' proportion of clearances of steamers without cargoe~ to the whole number 
of steamers cleared was :-

" , 
1879-80 . - 2'5 ]?er ceu.t. 
1880~81 '" 3'47 " 
1881-82 1'78 . 

" 1882-83 3'63 " 1883-84 2'06 " 

15. Oanal Steamersr-The following tabl~ shows the number and tonnage of 
steam~rs adopting the Suez Ganal route, which entered' at and cleared from Indian 
ports, with .the percentage of the steam tonnage passing through the Canal to the total 
steam tonnage engaged in the Indiafl. trade ·with foreign countries :-;. 

• • .. # 

\ , 
• , , • ... 

'ENTXl'Ii:S vi& SUEZ &l!tWNCE8 vi8. SUEZ 
TOTAL EUIUB8 AlID . CLlUlUNCB8 ... 8. SUK:Il PCNlentage CA.NA.L. 

. 
CANAL. . , . >l~~ CAIIAL. to total . . 

\ . 6tea.Jn. . . . 
·Number./ 

. 
Number., - Nnmber·l-

tODnage. 
"To1)s. ' Tons. TOIl8. .. 

. , 
1,609,769 " 780,102 

-
'1879-.80 .. · 511 556 829,667 1,067 57 
'J880-81 - - 6~6 I,Or8,103 77~ 1,115,769 1,459 2,133,872 60 , 
1881-82 - · f}29 1,370,242 1,060 1,517,746 1,989 2,887,988 63 
J882-83 - · 711 1,152,440 ~34 1,'133,480 1,645 1 2,585,920 63 
1883-84 ., - I;! 39 1,405,007 1,091 ,1,746,785 I,9ao , 3,151,792 69 

I I 
! 

\ 

This table indicates even more clearly than the preceding tables the progress which 
is being' made in 'the construction of ~teamers of. larger carrying capacity for the Indian 
trade, The number of steamers entered was smaller than in 1881-82, put their tonnage 
was 11;1rger than in any previous year. Of the total steam_tonnage employed in the 
foreign trade of Indja no less than 69 per, cent. passes through the Canal. 
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16. j t of' Shipping.-The movement of shipping during the past three 
dia and the princip.al countries with which trade is carried on is shown years bet 

in the fol table, the figures representing entries and clearances combined :-

1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-84-

Vea.els. Toni. Ve.seli. TOIIB. Veuels. Tons . 

. , 
I 

2,231 3,071,738 2,082 2,922,798 2,003 2,992,945 
112 83,204 92 98,510 93 106,002 
92 133,989 I 165 201,224 147 188,039 
16 11,985 21 16,580 12 10,515 

n 5,513 762,328 , 4,893 708,657 5,094 699,998 
of Good Hope 137' 94,413 i 175 151,865 120 9R,840 

na-Hon ... ·Kon .. 99 133,711 ' 118 16S,885 124 186,442 
uritiu8 ." • " 255 190,375 i 198 163,164 327 192,010 - rait. Settlements 945' 750,319 1 7aO 589,653' 620 519,869 

atal - 66 35.861 89 51,480 81 53,484 

IGN COUNTRIES: 
Austria 89 132,987 ~2 150,358 99 158,977 
Belgium 74 92,761 63 83,691 97 151,127 
France 329 383,977 255 356,987 272 -«5,504 
Germany 36 • 37,66] 34 33,842 31 33,375 
Holland 27 ' 32,571 22 27,179 13 15,558 
Italy - 10<: 144,421 68 100,933 54 93,020 
Eastern Coast of Africa 178. 66,13S 165 62,780 173 75,875 
Egypt. . 290 350,212 175 229,860 250 327,952 
United States - lIO 128,329 156 196,306 124 164,966 
Arabia 496 139,961 538 131,515 467 110,725 
Chin&-T.'eaty Ports . 53 91,099 49 93.2a .. ; 37 75,933 
Persia - 353 105,610 I 316 106;789 321 117,252 
TurkeY'j~ Asia 347 114,421 307 53,789 241 51,294 

The tonnage employed in the trade with the United Kingdom was 46 per cent. 
of the whole in 1880-81, 42 per cent. in 1881-82, and in 1882-83 and in the past year 
41 per cent ... For the last three years ·tHe quantity of tonnage in the trade with the 
United Kingdom has remained stationary;while there has been a considerable increase 
in the tonnage employed in the trade with some othel';countries. There has been, for 
example, a considerable increase in the tonnage of vessels trading with Australia, 
Hong-Kong, Belgium, France, and the United States. 

17. Nationalities of Vessels.-The figures for· vessela under British and British
Indian registry are given below :-. . 

BIUTlSD. BBITl8D-IIfDUlI. 

-- --

Vessels. -I· To~ •• !AVemge Tonnage, Vealel. I Tons. IA nrage TolUUlp. 
~ 

I I 
I . ' . -

1879-80 - 3,828 4,403,26P' 1,150 . 3,028 401,26~ • '133 . 
1880-81 - 4,36R 5,119,860 1,172 2,S66 <108,587 B2 

1881-82 - 4,861 5,856,677 1,205 2,868 411,400 143 

5,366,770 1,261, ~ 2,525 361,189 
. 

143 1882-83 - 4,257 
.' 

1883-84 - 4,196 5,568,676 1,327 2,601 347,S49 13-1 

. 
. 

The proportion of British tonnage to the total tonnage of the yeaI" was 7~'14 per 
cent. in 1880-81, 79'48 per cent. in 1881-82, 75'89 per cent. in 1882-83, and 76'S in 
the year under re'fiew; and of British Indian tonnage for the same period 6'32,. 5'58, :: '11, 
and 4'8 per cent. respectively. 

u 15657. b 
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Foreign shipping represented of the aggregate tonnage :-
in 1879-80 12'06 per cent. 

1880-81 11'5 
" 1881-82 12'49 
" 1882-83 16'52 
" 1883-84 16'02 
" 

The number and tonnage of the foreign vessels employed in the trade n each of 
the last five years are given below:-

Vessels. 'rons~ Average Tonn"l'e. 

1879-80 1,233 687,862 558 
188Q-HI 1,355 743,742 549 
1881-82 1,599 920,510 fii6 
1882-83 1,834 1,168,293 637 
1883-84 - I 1,701 1,162,022 683 

I 

In the past year, there was a decrease in the number and tonnage while the averl'fe 
tonnage of each vessel increased considerably. This is about half that of Brii\ '1:1 
vessels. 

UL The proportion of st'eamers to sailing vess.els i,n the shipping of foreign \ 
nationalities as shown below gives a per-centage of steam tonnage to total tonnage, of 
33 in 1879-80, and 54 in 1883-84 :-. 

- I Steanlerb. I tldllmg VesRels. 
I . 

I 
I 

No. Tons. No. 

I' 
Tons. 

1879-80 - - - 191 226,813 I 1,042 461,049 
1880-81 - - - 198 239,250 1,157 504,492 
1881-82 - - - 219 • 315,871 1,350 604,639 , 
18S2-83 - - - 341 4"75,431 1,493 692,862 
1883-S4 - - - 391 623,113 1,310 538,909 

20. The total number and tonnage of the shipping of the principal nationalities, 
other than British, engaged in the trade in the past year as compared with the three 
preceding years are shown' in the following table ;-

AUSTRlAN-

lmLGlAN -

lfREI,Wa -

-GERMAN -

ITALIAN 

NORWEGIAN 

RUSSIAN -

SWt~DISH -

AMERICA)\, -

ARh 

TURKI~ll 

{No. 
- Tons 
{No. 

- . Tons 
{NO. 

- Tons 
_{NO. 

Tons 
{ ~o. 

- Tons 
{No. 

- Tons 
{No. 

- Tons 
{No. 

- Tons 
-1 ~o. I 

Tons {N . o. 
- Ton~ 

'No. 
. {Ton~ 

1880-81. 

-
67 

90,419 
5 

3,177 
228 

130,511 
118 

110,412 
132 

137,182 
58 

51,568 
4 

3,136 
13 

5.527 
8:; 

.107,711 
543 

',/6,813 
23 

17,416 

1881-82. 1882--83. 1883-84. 

----------------
86 97 89 

112,235 . 138,215 130,071 r 

16 3 12 
, 20,281 3,551 15,928 

~26 219 231 
140,843 191,084 286,688 

124 238 178 
112,329 ~13,49.J 163,mn 

247 281 :H7 
230,643 281,454 248,608 

80 130 74 
74,544 107,538 67,248 

12 17 II 
12,502 13,512 10,275 

19 36 34 
8,988 21,045 18,728 

;-4 7,:1 
I 

44 
87,346 85,452 52,083 

584 615 646 
85,853 79,045 102,393 

20 12 II 
14,876 10,315 

! 9,041 
; 
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21. N af'ive C1oajl.-The number and tonnage of native craft entered and cleared 
in each of the last five years are given below; the proportion to the total tonnage 
being-

- --- ~ - - ------~----- --

I 
--

I 

1879-80 - - -
1880-81 . - . 
1881-82 - - -
1~82-83 - - -
1883-84 - - . 

3'7 III 1879-80. 
3'0 in 1880-81. 
2'45 in 1881-82. 
2'48 in 1882-83. 
2'37 in 1883-84. 

--- --

I Vesbels. 

- 4,071 
- 3,716 
- 3,414 
- 3,099 
- 3,164 

------

j Tons. I Aver.!ge Tonnage. 

210,704 52 
196,847 53 
180,299 53 
175,632 57 
172,056 54 

22. Share of each P'rovince in m,ovement of Shipping.-The following table shows the 
s~are of each of the maritime provinces of India in the movement of shipping with 
q'al'goes for the last five years :-

I I 
-----

--- Vessels. Tons. 

p879 ... 80 - - - - '1,444 1,762,589 
11880-81 - - - - 1,549 1,880,]42 

BENGAL - - ~ 1881- 82 - - - - 1,680 2,092,975 
1 1882-83 - - - - 1,348 1,701,359 
~1883-84 ~ - - - 1,309 1,706,140 

1879-80 . · · - 1,661 1,212,430 
1 1880-81 - - - - 1,981 1,567,160 

BOll1BAY - - \ 1881-82 - - - - 2,171 1,842,082 
1882-83 - - - - 1,967 1,775,914 

L1883-84 - - - - 2,030 2,055,149 
.P879-80 - - - - 852 264,275 
1'1880-81 - - - - 716 302,230 

SIN~H . - - t18S1-82 - - - - 645 217,872 
1882-83 - - - . 774 281,162 
1883-84 - - - - 733 352,425 

p879-80 - · - - 3,906 860,650 i 1880-81 - - · 3,683 906,24:1 
MADRAS - - ,1881-82 ,- - - - 3,756 927,851 

1882-83 - - - - 3,443 916,082 
I 1883-84 - - - - 3,917 1,082,878 

[1879-80 - - - - 1,133 960,702 
lR80-81 - · · - 1,194 ],012,139 

BRITISH BURMA 1881-82 - - - - 1,;561 1,118,763 , 11882-83 
. 

1,334 1,136,718 - - - -. l1883-84 - - - - 989 868,345 

23. The gross amount of Customs duties levied on imported merchandise during Customs 
the year amounted t~ Rs.2,18,74,066. Of this amount, however, Rs.1,75,06,467 duties, 

... ~l'esented the duty levied on salt;' and as this duty is treated in the Finance Accounts 
under Salt, not under Oustoms, it may be left out of consideration here. 

24. EXbluding salt, the Oustoms revenue stands thus for the last two years ,:-
1882-83: 1883-84. 

Rs Rs, 
Arms and ammunition 1,08,738 1,47,004 
Liquors-

Malt liquor 
Spirits -
Wines and liqueurs 
Other sorts 

Opium 
Mlscellaneolls' . 

72,933 
35,36,239 
5,65,433 

1,481 
2,805 

23,430 
---
4::5,11,05g 
----

78,575 
35,52,100 

5,68,842 
2,071 
2,093 

16,914 
------
43,67,599 
----

b 2 



Gold nnd 
silver coin 
and Lullion. 

xii 

The last of these heads'includes duty on arms imported by post;, 
under arms; Customs collections made at the native port of Cambarh not shown 
are shared with the British Goverment; and goods 011 which duty wach by trfaty 

the lOth,March 1882- (when thd import dutit;l/i were abolished) thougl1ablel~e ;~e 
the year 1883-84. Drawbacks and refunds amounted to-' 1 rea lse m 

RI'! . .2,15.144 in 1882-83. 
" 55,456 in 1883-84, 

so that the net, duty realised on impor'ts was-
Rs. 40,95.915 in J 8~2-83 .. 

\ " '43,12,143 in 1883-84, 
the increase being at the rate of a~out 5'3 per' cent. 

25. Tlie gross amount of dnty levied'on exports was-
1882-83. 

Rice 
Miscell~1leous 

Total' 
Deduct drawbac~ and refunds 

Net 

n~, 

A3,19,940 
3:180, 

83,23,120 
7,'34,657 

75,88,463 

R~. 

7],88,762 
l,91~ 

71,90,680 
4,71,407 

67,19,27a 

The decrease was at the rate of nearly lIt per ce:1t., the resuU of the important 
restriction in the' dimen~ionB of, the rice trade during the year. 

-26 .. The imports (>f gold were larger and the exports smaller than at any period 
during the last six years, as the following figures show :-

" . 
I rto r' N I 

, E rt -- mpo xfO 8, et mports. . 
\ ; . \ • , ... . . • tUs. Bs. RI. 

1878-7g - - 1,46,30,495 2,35,92,228 - 89,61,133· 
1879-80 . - - . 2,05,0:i,929 29,98,893 . 1,75.05,036 
1880-81 - - 3,67,20,576 1,68,586 3,65,51,990 
188]-82 - 4,8.5,63,920 1,24,078 4,84,39,842 
1882-83 - - 5,09,51,354 16,42,639 4,93,08, TIS 
1883-84 - - 5,46,94,568 61,412 ,6,46,33,166 

~-----. ----- - -------
22,60,64,842 2,85,87,836 . 19,74,77,006 . - • • 

27. The reversal of the flow.of gold in 1878-7.9 was one of the results of the 
famine of that ·pel-iod. Since then with the return of prosperity there has been a 
continuous increase in the imports of gold each year, and the amount brought to. the 
country and not re-exported in the last five yearg is ahout 1,974 lakhs, being at the 
average rate of 493l lakhs a year. . 

28. lfore ~han four-~ths of the imports were received, as uRual, from England, 
China, and Australia, bam which three countries India always receives most of the 
gold imported :~ 

tr nited ~ingdom 
China. -' 
Australia 

Total ... 

• 'Excess of t'xporlB, 

Re. 

1,32,84,613 
1,36,05,297 
1,92,06,362 

4,60,96,262 
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29. The imports of silver last year were a good deal smaller than in 1882-83. and 
the exports a li~tle large:r:. The following are ~he figure~ of the trade for the last six 
years:-

1878-79 
1879-80 
1880-81 
181'11-82 
11-182 ... 83 

. 1883-84 

I 

, 

Imports. 

RI.' 
5,59,36,991 

• 9,60,50,019 
5,31,61,563. 
6,46,63,889 . 
8,35,80,218' 
7,40,85,065 ~ 

Expon.. 

Rs. 
1,62,30,005' 
1,73,52,586 
1,42,35,822 
1,08,73,390 

&7,71,949 
1,00,23,525 . 

------- --&...~----
42,74,77,745 7,74,93,327 

Net Imports. 

Ra. 
3,97,06,936 
7,86,97,P3 
3,89,25,;41 
5,37,90,499 
7,48,02,269 
6,40,61'P~1 

84,99,84,418 I 
The total value of silv:er imported and ,not re-exported during the last, six years was 
nearly 3,500 lakhs. Last yeax:·they amounted to 610 lakhs, but tha. average of the si~ 
years was only 583 lakhs. About .five-sixths of the imports were received direct from 
the United Kingdom. The flow of silver from Italy fell to a lower point than it had 
reached in the previ~:)Us ,four years ;, and. apart f~o~ Ceylon, .with which country !ndia 
keeps up a very actIve mterchange of SlIver. Chma was the only other. country which 
sent silver last year·in considerable quantity to India, 

, 30. 'In 1882-83 the drawings of 'the Secretary of State amounted to 15,120,521l., 
at an average rate of exchange of Is. 7·52d., the equivalent Ut rupees amounting to 
18,58,51,000. In 1883-84 the drawings amounted to '17, 599.805Z.:;:::Rs.21,o2,16,OOO at 
an average rate of Is. 7·53d. 

April 1883 
May " 
June " . 
July " 
.Augus~· .. 
SeptemMr ''t 
Ocoober " 
November' ;, . 
December " 

'January 188" 
February .. 
March ' " 

Total -

Rs. 
-- 2,19,30,500 
- 1,85,10,000 
- 1,68,67,500 
- 1,34,29,500 

1,59,55,000 
- 1,17,01,000 

1,31,23.000 
- 1,08,32,000 

1,71,12,500 
- 3,89,60,500 
- 1,77,91,000 
-: 2,~o,03,500 . ----, 
- 21,62,16,000' 

Average, 

8 •. d. 
1 7'45 
1 7'38 
1 7'42 
1 '7'44 
1 7'48 
1 7'56 
1 ·7'61 
'I ' 7'48 
1 7'51 
1 7'59 
1 7'76 
1 7 .. 66 

31. In 'Madras there ~as some diminution of imported merchandise, and in 'l'rade of 
Bengal, Bombay, and nur~a: of i~ported ,treasure. I~ all provinces, except Madras, ::e Pro-
the returns of imports OXhlblt an mcre.ase m merchandIse. . 

, 32. Exports of both merchandise and treasure fell off in'Burma to some extent, 
and both Bengal and Madras exported r~ther less treasure than in 1882-83. But 
exported produce shows a ~arger return from every, province except Burma, where the 
rice trade waS greatly re~tncted. .' . . . 

33. In import~d merchandise the trade of 1883-84 shows the following results, as 
oompared with 1882-83, for each province:- -

, . 

-- I l889-88. I 1883-84. . . I In.~ ~r Decrease. 

• • 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Bengal . - - 21,12,01,418 22,40,09,348 + 6 percenL 
Bombay . - 19,38,96,318 20,76,02,709 + 7 

" Sindh - - - 1,18,68,556 1,34,77,585 + 13'56 . " 
Madras - - 4,58,33,679 4,38,67,704 - 4'3 

" .. British BUl'ml1 - 3,72,30,434 : 3,80,74,982 + 2'3 ,. 
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34. The considern.ble increase in 'the import~ into Sindh was due mainly to the 
great stimulus given during the year to the export trade in wheat and seods, which 
attracted shipping in larger numbers than had ever been scen before in the port of 
Karachi. The extension of the British settlements in Biluchistan also led to a. larger 
demand for goods, which reached coJtsumers in those parts most conveniently from 
Karachi. 

35. As Bombay is the port to which the great current of imported treasure now 
flows for distribution throughout India. it 8ee~s unnecessary to compare the trade' of 
the se~eral provinces in the precious metala. 'There is no unusual fea-ture in these 
return~ except that the direct import ,ot treasure into Karachi showed a considerable 
increase over the insignificant trade £orm~rIl done. 

36. In' exported mer~handise (including re-exports) the trade of each province 
stands thus: 

I I, I I 
. 

- 1882-83. 1883-84, Increase or 'Dool'I!AIIe. • ~ .. '. . . 
'. • 

Rs. R,s, . Rs. 
Bengal - - 34,14,53,749 36,10,22,055 + stl per cent. 
BOI~hay - - 31,36,35,683 32,51,20,956 + 3'66 ,. 
Sindh - - - 2,61,96,837 3,70,05,392 + 41'26 ,. 
Madruli - - 8,23,'96,242 9,14,611,601 +11 .. 
British 13urma - 7,03,26,138 6,57,34,387 -' 6'5 " . . . 

Every province except BUI;ma shows an increase. The augmentation in Sindh 
was extremely large owing to the greaii de~and for wheat and seeds, especially the 
former, Karachi having become, with the completion of the line of railway. the great 
outlet for Punjab wheat. In nurma alone was there a decrease of trade,-the result 
of a great restriction in the e~port of rice . . 

37. The following table exhibits the aggregate trade and shipping, foreign and 
coasting, of each of the 10 principal ports of India :- . , 

.1 

TRA.DE 

. r 
NAVJOATIolI. 

PORTS. 

l' 
• PORTS, 

t Foreign. Ooa.tlsg. I TOTAL. Poreign. Coasting. I TOT~ , .. 
• I l i . . .. ,. 

" I OMBAY~ . , Rs. , , ,Rs __ 
Rs. BOMBAY- Vessels • • To,,", Vesoe~ !rOOI. Vea",I •. Tool. B 

Merchandise- . Steam-

555 • 889~8l1'l SS8 321,759 913!1,211,656 • 
Imports - 20,?5.09,401 10,22,40,763 30,97,50,164 Entered.-

Exports " 32,50,68,798 6,?5,86,OO8 39,46,54,806 Cleared - 585 925,086 358 282,6961 943,1,207,782 
~ 

Total - 1,140 ~--rn1604'45sl~:~ Total - 53,25,78,199 17,18,216,771 70,44,04,970 
----~~ ---- -----,.----------, 

Sailing- I I Treasure _. 

Imports - 10,32,19,580 13;a5,971 10,45,55,551 Entered - I 456 145,206 49,1>62 849,086 50,3201 994,241 

Exports - 69,26,075 1,68,16,930 2,37,43,005 Cleared _ 37~ r- 91,158 11,089 349,}57111,465: 440,315 --- f---------,---------
1,81,52,901 1.12,8:2.98,556 1 ' . Total - 11,01,45,655 Total - 834 236,364 60,9511,198,192161,785,1,43~,~56 

GRAND TOTAL 64,27,23.854 11,99,79,672 l83,27.03,526 G. __ ~ ,..,. ~ '"'1' ....... '1 ... "'·3 ........ 
41"51 31'02 - 21'99 3382 2885 1207 - I -

0/. ./. o 0'. "I. oJ' 0'. 
c At-OUTTA- CALOUTrA-

Merchandise- Steam-

Imports - 2~36.93,937 3,33,17,031 25,70,10,968 Entered- 167 291,567 ~9 489,205
1 

696 780,7!2 

Exports - 34,96,61,286 4,73.83,813 39,70,45,102 Cleared . 234 391,099 567 545,166: 801 936,265 .. . J---~. 
1 ,034,311 ! 1,497 11,717,087 Total - D7 ,33,55,226 8.07,00,844 65,40,56,070 Total - _~.~~_J~~L~~ --,...----

~O __ 

i , 
Trea.vure- -"",(mg- ! 

-, 
1l,45,31,O19 EnteTed -I 287 i 355,974 112 26,482; 399 382,456 Imports - 2,03,55,058 41,75,961 

Exports - 11,11,473 93,68,655 1,04.80,128 Cleared. 511 i 562,8;5 65 6,1.';9j 576 569,034 ------------------
Totnl - 2,14,66,531 1,35,44,616 3,50,11,147 Total - 798 I 918,8491 117 311.s.11 975 I 951,490 

r--'----- ---------
Gn.\Nl> TOTAL 59,48.21,757 9,42,45.460 68,90,67,217 GRAND TOTAL 1,199 ].601,515jl.27'Y,067,012!2,4711 1.668,527 

38'48 15'39 - 13'351 26'41 0 6 715 -
'/0 0/. 0/0 % % % 



PORTI. 

Ruooolf-

Merchandi.e-

Importll 

Exporlll 

Total 

Trea.ure-

Import. -

Exporlll -

Total 

• GRUD TOTAL 

FORT ST. 

K 

GEORGE-

Merchandi.e-

Importl 

Exports 

Total 

Treaaure

Imports 

Export8 

Total 

GRAND TOTAL 

ABAOHI-

Merchandise-, 
Imports -

Exports -

'Xotal -

MOULMBlN

Merchandise-

Imports 

Exports 

Total 

_--;--T_UADB_. --It' 
Foreign. CooatlDg. TOTAL. 

R •. 

3,60,84,265 

4,20,19,359 

7,81,08,624 

1',87,958 

10,000 

1,97,958 

",83,01,1182 
5'07 

0/0 

3,77,11,838 

4,05,24,860 

7,82,36,198 

29,95,925 

4,59,070 

Re. Rs. 

2,17,40,537 5,76,24,809 

J,aii,99,245 5,46,18,406 

3,43,39,182 1l,24,43,40& 

1,26,41,888 1,28,29,846 

64,57,695 64,67,695 

1,90,99,583 1,92,97,541 

_5,34,39,365 13,17,40,947 
8'73 -

dIG • 

1,31,00,16<1 

57,u3,571 

] ,88,63,731 

1,110,000 

8,99,613 

9,99,613 

5,08,11,498 

4,62,88,431 

9,70,99,929 

30,95,925 

13,58,68& 

44,54,608 

xv 

1'oaTs. 

SI6a';'

Entered -

C}t'ared -

Total -

SailJR~ 

XAVIGA.TIOI. 

ForeIgn •• TOTAL. 

Ton~ V.,.""I •. Tons. 
, 
,V....,I •• To ..... 

112 107,1189 368 804,165 480 412,554 

175 186,913 347 281,817 52l! 468,i30 
---------------

287 294,802 715 586,482 1,002 881,284 
'---1---------

Entered - 81 84,574 178 12,034 259 96,608 

cleared - 169' 154,277 100 8,225 269 162,502 

Total _ --;w 238,851 2781 20,259 -;;;- 259,1~ 
GRAND TOTAL 537 533,653 993\606,741 1,530 1,140,394 

598 8'8 0'46 4'06 
., % oro Oft. % \ 

FORT ST. 
GEORG_-

Steam-

Entered -

Cleared -

116 215,647 259 43~,857 375 I 648,;;04 

103 ~5,017 244' 403,586 ~I 59~,603 

Total - 219 410,664 503 836,443 722 11,247,107 

-1-
48 18,493 156 31,768 204\ 50,261 

Cleared - • 39 9,686 106 29,935 145 39,621 
~----------------

S~lm9-

Entered -

Total -. 87 28,179 262 61,703 349 i 89,882 

~-19-3-1'-I-,9-8-,-6-3,-34-4-1'-10-,-1-5,-5-4,-5-37-" GRAND TOTAL ~ ~ ~ 898,146 1,071 11,3369S; 

5 28 3'24 - 3-41 7'24 0 36 6'01 - ...:. 
0/0 % % • % % % 

34,54,995 

• I I 

KARAOBI- . 
'" r 

Sttam- , 

1,34)2,460' ,,22,34,077 3,57,11,537 Entered - 95 113,911 163 13/1,035 258 232,952 . 
8,70,0$,272 1,39,85,836 5,02,90,608 Cleared - 191 ~ 231,8t6 15' 111,1162 342 344,678 

5,04,82,7119 I 1,55,190413 8,60,02,145 Total - 1186 325,733 314 251,897 600 577,630 

• -------r----

32,56,390 

Sallml-: • I 
Entered - 24' is,O.8q 1,347 68,671 1,588 83,756 

6,82,065 Cleared - ~02 11,583 l,h5 66,489 1,311 I 78,072 
1--- --

38,88,455 Total - 443 '26;008 2,462 135,1602,905 161,828 

-------1---..:...-.,1-8-,9-8-,9-0-,6-00-" GRANDToiAL -;;-m,401 2,776 387,0573,505/' 739,458 
_ 812 5-81 1"3 2'59 - -

I 0/0 0/0 % °'0 

• 

15,55,087 

66,42,~71 

6';,65,912 81,20,999 

72,86,779 1,39,29,150 

I 

81,97.458 't;8.5;,;r(-;;;:;o:m: 

1I0UL)(BIN-

Steam-
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PORTB. 

CuITTAGOICG-

Merchandise-

Imports -

Exports -

Total 

\ 
TrelUure-

Imports -

Exports -

Total 

GRAND TOTAL 

COOONADA

Merchandi,e-

Imports -

Exports 

Total 

Treasure
Import$ 

_ Exports 

Totnl 

GRAND TOTAL 

TUnCOllIN

Merchandise-

xvi 

,~TJU.--;--DB. _II 
ForClf\'II. Coast",!,. I TOTAL. 

Rs. R~. 

3/15,191 ~ 1,08,12,482 

97,46,776 111,32,%79 

Re. 

1,1'1,27,673 

1,28,79,055 
I--------r.-----+~I--------II 

1,00,61,967 l,39,44J61 
t • 

5,72,000 

1,78,000 

2,40,06,728 

~,72,OOO 
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------------1------11 
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0'65 

0/0 
~'4 
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14 

60 

18,245 736 
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0' •. 1;63 --

9,27,307 

81,0j/,792 
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38, It seems from these figures that during the year the trade of India was divided 
as follows amongst the principal ports:-

Foreign. Coasting. . 

Bombay - 41'57 per cent. - 31 per cent, 
Calcutta. - 38'48 

" ~ 15'39 .. 
Rangoon 5'07 " 8'73 .. 
Madras 5'28 

" 3'24 .. 
Karachi 3'37 " 6'18 .. 

93'77 ' 64'54 

39. While the foreign trade is almost entire"ly confined t'1 these five large ports, 
the coasting trade is much more widely distributed over the othet· smaller ports. 

40. For tonnage (t1;tat is, of shipping which entered and cleared with cargoes) the 
figures are:-

Bombay 
Calcutta 
Rangoon 
Madras 
Karllchi 

Foreign. Coasting. 

- 33'82 - 12'07 
- 26'41 7'15 

8'8 4'06 
7'24 6'01 
5'81 2'59 

82'08 31'88 

These ports do not apparently receive"Buch a large proportion of the tonnage of 
shipping from foreign ports as they rio of foreign IllerchandiRe.· The disproportion, 
however, is more apparent than real, for in the shipping returns after a ~hip has 
touched at any Indian port her further voyage to other Indian ports is treated as a 
coasting voyage. 

41 The observl\tion has been made in former reviews that, although Bombay has 
the largest per-centage of the foreign trade, this is due to that port being the pla<le at 
which most of th9 treasure imported is landed. If the returns of goods alone are 
looked at, Bombay, still comes after Calcutta, though she is running Calcutta closer 
for first place even in regard to goods. 

TRADE WITH COUNTRIES. 

42. The following table exhibits the trade between India and most of the countries 
with which India. has commercial connexions, and it shows the proportion of the trade 
with each country to the total trade of India with all countries, for each of the ·last 
two years. The countries are enumerated according to the importance of the trade wit\} 
them in 1883-84 :-

Countries. 

1. United Kingdom 
2. Chma-Hong-Kong 
3. France -
4. Straits Settlements 
5. Italy - - -
6. China-Treaty l'orLs 
7. Egypt - -
8. United States 
9. Belgium 

10. Australia. 
11. Austria· 
12. Ceylon· 
13. Persia -
14. Mauritius 
15. Arabia. -
16. Malta -

u 1565'1. 

1882-88. 

Im~rt. Imd Export. 
( erchalUlisc ,ll.d 

T ............ ). 

Rs. 
81,77,01,060 
13,85,13,467 
7,75,7R,HI6 
5,33,04,705 
5,40,Y8,044 
3,S3,36,25i 
2,40,55,112 
4,27,75,606 
2,23,01,6J 8 
2,99,11,923 
3,21,71,045 
2,73,91,585 
2,06,43,757 
1,47,82,752 . 
1,55,84,661 

76,69,418 

-·~··I tot-I 'r ... d. ul 
Iud1&. 

oO',il 
9'37 
5'25 
3'61 
3'/)6 
2'59 
1'63 
2'89 
I-51 
2'02 
2'18 
1'85 
1'4 
0'999 
1'054 
0'519 

1883-s., 

ImpOl t. ani Esparto I Per'oentaore on 
(.M.creilaudIBe and • lolAl Trade III 

Treasure). Inch&. 

Re. 
86,69,55,943 56'08 
12,95,33,955 8'38 
9,22,69,868 5'97 
4,79,81,924 3'1 
4,32,15,634 2'8 
·1,29,55,811 2'78 
3,99,36,227 2'58 
3,63,17,952 2-35 
3,57,95,887 2'32 
3,07,47,590 1'99 
2,88,93,429 1'87 
2,64,48,240 1-71 
2,24,99,489 1'46 
1,67,08,637 1-081 
1,38,25,403 0'894 
1,84,41,869 0'675 

0 



United 
Kingdom. 

AU8tria. 

Belgium. 

xviii 

TABLJr.-conli1iued. 
~~ ---- -- , ' 

~ .t... .. I 

1882-83. lAA3-M. 

Countries, 'Import. and Ex""m f P01"OOntn,ore on Im= and E"pom 

! 
Pf'J'-C(tnt""'on (MerchandIse aDd total Trade of ( erchandloe and total Trnde 01 Treasure J. Inwa. T ..... ureJ. Jndll •• 

-~ , 
Us. Rs. 

17. Turkey in Asia- - - 1,05,87,771 0'718 89,11,622 0'577. 
18. Aden - - - - 72,12,608 0'488 78,H2,359 0'509 
19. Zanzit>rl' - - ~ 75,58,578 0'511 78,36,550 0'507 
20. Germany - - - 60,92,129 0'412 73,81,595 0'477 
21. South America • - - 2R,OO,945 0'198 43,92,758 0'284 
22. Holland - - - 4'7,12,388 0'319 34,51,6!)9 0'223 
23. Japan - · - - 25,11,901 0'170 30,49,25!J 0'197 
24. Mozambique · - - 25,36,128 f)' I 70 26,17,577 0'169 
25. Spain, includin~ Gibraltar - 30,47,912 0'206 22,68,611 0'147 
26. Reunion - - - 21,41,1)82 0'145 20,27,148 0'131. 
27. Russia - - - - 13,39,307 0'089 14,00,351 0'097 
28. West Indies - - - 12,93,796 0'088 12,07,389 0'078 
29. Natal - - - - 6,70,21>1 0'045 9,O8,55~ 0'059 
30. Sumatra · - - 4,06,139 0'027 7,36,5!:!4 0'047 
3 J. Spain--Gibraltal' - - 25,72,928 0'174 7,20,248 0'047 
32. Siam - · - - 5,57,404 0'038 5,06,1.10 0'033 
33. Java - · - - 5,87,809 0'04 4,96,664 0'032 

The first twelve countries on this list have 'between them 92 per cent. of the ~holo 
Indian trade. 

43. The trade between India and the United Kingdom amounted to Rs. 
86,69,55,943. In 1862-83 it was Rs. 81,77,01,060, the increase during the year being 
at the rate of 6:02 per cent.-a rate greatly in excess of the rate of increase in the 
whole trade of India, which, as stated in a previous paragraph, was only 4'57 per 
cent. The increase was much larger than the increase in the two previous years. 

The proportion borne by British trade with India to the whole trade of the year 
was 56 per cent. In 1882-83 it was 55'31 per cent. 

, The merchandise imported represented a value of Rs.42,92,51,837, which was 
6'3 per cent. in excess of the imports of 1882-83. This sum represents 8It per cent. 
of the total imports of merchandise into India. 

The merchandise exported represented a value of Rs. 36,96,90,684, which was 4'3 
per cent. in excess of the exports of 1882-83. This sum represented only 42 per cent. 
of the gross exports of merchandise from India to all parts . 

.As long as the imports of India continue to be most largely cotton and woollen 
piece-goods; metals, machinery, coal, and railway material, whicha.ccount for three
fifths of the imports, it may be expected that the imports from England will be largely 
in excess of the imports from other countries. On the other hand, there is a 
tendency to take 'Indian goods direct to the consuming countries without making 
England a distributor, and moreover England has no share in a notable portion of tho 
Indian exports-opium. 

All the great staple imports mentioned above represent increased values in 1883-84 
as compared with 1882-83 in the returns of trade with the United Kingdom, the 
increases in cbal, machin~ry. metals, and railway material being important. Amongst 
the goods exported to England, the most noticeable increases occurred in coffee, indigo, 
wheat, rape seed, and tea. The exports of cotton, rice, jute, and teak, OIl the other hand, 
exhibit a large falling oft'. 

44. The trade with Austria shows a reduction of more than 10 per cent. on that 
of 1882-S3, having fallen from Rs. 3,21,71,045 to Rs. 2,88,93,429. The value of 
imports from Austria was larger by 5'4 per cent., but the export trade was less by 
nearly 14 per cent., the restriction being the result of a smaller export of cotton. 

45. Indian trade with Belgium took au enormous stride during the year, having 
increased by no less than 60l per cent., from Rs. 2,23,01,618 to Rs. 3,57,95,887. 

Imports increased from Rs. 7,84,339 to Rs. 17,62,578, being at the rate of nearly 
125 per cent., while exports rose by 58 per cent., from Rs. 2,15,17,279 to Rs. 3,40,33,309. 
The only other European countries which had a larger share of Indian trade last year 
than .Belgium were France and Italy, and the trade of Belgium worked up to a figure 
not very substantially smaller than that of the latter country. The increase in the 

... 



~mport trade wa:s distri~uted over a large number of articl~s, but specially large 
IncreaseS' are notlCeable m candles, sheet glass and glassware. ll"on and steel. railway 
material, and woollen goods. The increased values of exports are due to greatly aug
mented shipments of cotton, wheat. oil seeds, and hemp. 

It may be remarked here that there is abundant room for the development of a 
considerable and permanent trade between India and Belgium. As a port, Antwerp is 
already to some extent, and will become to a greater extent hereafter with the 
extension of wo~ks the~e, a convenient commer?ial centr~ for a great part of Northern 
Europe. The mdustnal resources and capacIty of the Belgian people and the free 
trade policy of the Government enable them to produce well and cheaply many articles 
which are in great and constant demand in India-textile fabrics, iron and other metals 
and metal ware, glass, railway material, paper, h.ardware, machinery, and other articles 
of lesser importance,-while there will be a reciprocal demand for raw material to feed 
the industrial establishments· of Belgium and Northern Europe generally. The 
Exhibition to be held at Antwerp next year offers an excellent opportunity for making 
known Indian products to this thriving and industrious people, and it is to be hoped 
that the opportunity may not be lost. It may be predicted with confidence that 
the better the resources and wants of each country are made known to the other, 
the closer and more extended will their commercial relations become. 

46. With France the trade of India rose from Rs. 7,75,78,186 to Rs. 9,22,69,868, France. 
the increase being at the rate of nearly 19 per cent. Imports increased by 60 per cent., 
and exports by nearly 16 per cent. 

The principal increases in the imports were in clocks and watches, white and 
coloured cotton piece· goods, saffron, salt, and silk goods, the import of these 
latter especially having been on a scale far in excess of that of 1882-83 when the 
the trade had fallen to So very low point.' The imports of piece goods of silk mixed 
with other materials assumed larger dimensions than at any pl1lvious time, while the 
trade in pure silk still remained at a low point notwithstanding the recovery from the 
recent depression. 

The larger value of exports to France was mainly due to an increase in the trade 
in oil seeds. Cofi'tle, cotton, indigo, raw silk, and rice also represent an expanded trade, 
though the first two were still below the level of recent years. The rice sent to 'France 
is mostly of the kind used for distillation. The value of the rice exported last year 
was 17 t lakhs"-in 1882-83 it was 14 lakhs. Of mowa flowers, also used for distillation, 
the value was nearly 6! lakhs. The French consumption of Indian wheat was not 
equal to that of 1881-82 and that again was very much less than the demand of 
1881-82. 

47. The trade with Germany increased fairly during the year...--33 per cent. in Germany. 
imports and 19 per cent. in exports-but the trade is a small one: the value of imports 
was only a. little over 12 lakhs and of exports under 61.11akhs ; and it is unnecessary 
to enter into detail in regard to the items. Much of the trade of India with Germany 
is carried on through such ports as Trieste, Venice, Antwerp, Amsterdam, or via 
London, a.nd is recorded in the returns under those heads. 

48. With Holland the trade fell oft' considerably during the year, though it might Hollaud. 
have been hoped that the trouble and money spent over the representation of India at the 
Amsterdam Exhibition would have stimulated trade. Imports fell fro~ Rs. 1,84,615 
to Rs. 47,438, or to about one-fourth of the level of 1882-83. Exports fell from 
Rs. 45,27,768 to Rs. 34,04,261, or by more than 24 per cent. The imports of liquors 
almost ceased and the exports of wheat to Holland were only a third of those of the 
previous year. There was, however. a large increase of trade in cotton and linseed. 
Of tea 11,670 Ibs. were exported, the first recorded export of Indian tea to Holland. 

49. Imports from Italy show a heavy decline-only Rs. 80,08,225 as cOIIlpared Italy. 
with Rs. 2,02,62,971. The decrease lay entirely under the head of treasure, for 
comparatively little of the precious metals was shipped from Italy in 1883-84, while 
the imports in 1882-83 were no less than Rs. 1,58,18,645. In merchandise the imports 
of the year amounted to Rs. 51,87,825 against Rs. 44,44,386 in 1882-83, an inCrease 
of nearly 17 per cent. Most of this increase of trade occurred under the head of corala, 
white and coloured cottons; glass beads, brandy, and salt. 

The exports from India to Italy increased by 4 per cent., from Rs. 3,38,35,073 to 
Rs. 3,52,07,409. There was a considerable increase in the trade in rice, wheat, jute, 
,::apesee~, t!l seeq, and ~des; with some diminution in the exports of cotton and silk. 
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Malta. 

Russia. 

Aft'ica and 
adjacent 
islands. 

Cape. 

xx 

50. From Malta there are no imports worth mention, but large quantities of rice 
and wheat--mainly rice-;-are sent thither to be stored for a market. The va.lue of the 
rice so sent last year amounted to about 96l1akhs of rupees, and of wheat to 51lakhs. 
The total value of all exports came to Rs. 1,03,:34,562, a large increase on 1882-83 
due to larger quantities of rice going thither in the absence of a present market. Thi~ 
practice has increased very greatly of late years: in 1879-80 the value of tho rice sent 
to Malta was no more than Re. 14i lakhs, and it has continuously increased every year 
since until it has reached the figure mentioned above. 

51. Of Indian trade with other European countries it Reems unnecessary to speak 
in any <\etail. It -presented no new feature during the year, except that for the first 
time there was a direct shipment, though of small importance, of rice to Russia. 

52. Most of the trade is conducted with Egypt, Mozambique, Zanzibar, Mauritius, 
Reunion, Natal. and the Cape of Good Hope. With other parts of the African 
Continent and the islands on the east and west coast the trade is of trifling dimensions. 

53. Imports from the Cape hardly exist, the only items in the way of trade being 
coal and copper. ' 

Exports last year were much larger than usual, having amounted to Rs.13,36.878. 
They consist almost exclusively of x?ce, gunny bags, and teakwood, which form the 
staples of the small trade that exists. 

Mozambique. 54. The import trade with Mozambique amounted to Rs. 9,58,228, which was 
more by 14i per cent. than the trade of the previous year. Exports fell from 
Rs.17.00,434 to Rs. J6,59,349, a decrease of 'about 2-1 per cent., while imports of 
merchandise rose from Rs. 3,78,032 to Rs. 5,01,780, an increase of nearly one-third. 
The chief import is ivory, and it is to the inc~ease of this article that the larger value of 
imports is due. About half of the total exports are re-exports from Bombay of foreign 
goods, in which cotton goods are prominent. In these there was a. restriction of 
trade, while on the other hand Indian grey cottons were shipped in larger quantities. 

ZaDzibar. 

Egypt. 

55. The imports from Zanzibar- into India do not seem to have a tendency to 
progress; if anything there are signs of restriction. In 1879-80 their value was a 
little over 28 lakhs; 1882-83 it was over 28-1 lakhs; last year it was under 26 lakhs. 
Exports to Zanzibar, on the other hand, have increased considerably. Last year they 
amounted to Rs. 52,38,542 which was 11 per cent. in excess of the trade of the 
previous year. 

From Zanzibar two staple articles are imported, ivory and cloves. India also 
receives some cocoanut kernel. gum (copal), fish maws and shark fins, horns, cowries, 
and various other products, but all of minor importance. The decline in the imports 
was due to the diminished imports of ivory and cloves. . 

A re-'export·trade of some dimensions is carried on from Bombay with Zanzibar, 
the staple of which is coloured cottons. In these however the trade does not seem to 
increase, a diversion from Bombay having been effected by the opening up of steam 
communication from Aden to Zanzibar. The other articles of European manufacture 
which are re-exported from Bombay are numerous enough, but individually of no 
importance. On the whole the Te-export trade does not seem to thrive. While the 
re-export of English cottons to Zanzibar does not appear to increase, the export of 
Bombay cotton goods expands yearly, the trade comparing thus:-

1882-83 
188a-84 

Exports of-, ___ -A ___ , 

English cottons. Indian cottoDS. 
Yds. Yds. 

7,170,471 9,927,129 
6,567,~47 11,069,847 

In 1879-80 the exports of Indian cottons amounted to but little more than 21 million 
yards, the trade in English cottons being quite double this figure, The figures have 
now been entirely reversed, the trade in Indian cottons being twice as large as that in 
English cottons, at least so far as concerns re-exports from Bombay. The aggregate 
value of Indian cotton goods sent to Zanzibar last year was 12t lakhs. The only other 
'Indian export of importance is rice (151.715 cwt., value 6i lakha last year). The rest 
of the trade includes numerous items none of which is individually of any importance. 

56. If it were not for the) nominal exports to Egypt of rice, wheat, and oilseeds. 
the trade in merchandise between India and that country would hardly be worth con
sideration. The imports. from Egypt last year were less tha.n seven lakhs in value, of 
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which about 2! lakhs represented the value of salt bro~ght hither from the Red Sea. 
ports. Some apparel, cigarettes and tobacco, drugs and silk goods make up most of 
the remainder of the imports. 

Treasure was imported to the value of 32} lakhs. 
Re-exports are unimportant also; coffee and raw silk are the principal items, and 

the aggregate last year was well under 4 lakhs. 
The Indian exports to Egypt represented last year the considerable sum of 356 

lakhs. The trade has increased great1y since 1879-80, when its aggregate was only 
91lakhs. But of this value nearly 300 la.khs represented the value of rice, wheat and 
oil seeds, shipped from India for the European market but nominally ~estined to Port 
Sa'id, where the ship containing the cargo finds orders awaiting her as to the actual 
port of destination. This practice is the result of the speculative nature of many 
operations in rice aud wheat, the ultimate destination of the grain being undecided and 
unknown when the ship leaves India with her cargo and being settled on her arrival in 
European waters by reference to the actu,al state of thc markets. 

Amongst the other articles of Indian origin sent to Egypt are coffee, in which 
there was a great fall in trade last year, indigo, which likewise declined materially, 
cutch, hides, gunny bags, sugar, and teakwood. There was a large increase in the 
trade in gunny bags, and this and indigo are the only articles of which it can be sa.id 
with any certainty that they are intended for use in Egypt. The trade in teakwood 
shows a sudden and large development. 

57. Imports from Mauritius were in-

1882-83 
18~3-84 

Exports thither were in-

1882-83 
1883-84 

Rs. 
- 88,56,062 
- 76,88,116 

Rs. 
- 59,26,690 
- 90.20,521 

Sugar being the staple import from Mauritius the decline in imports means a 
reduction in the trade in that article, the importation of which has fallen gradually 
since 1880-81, when it had reached 746,209 cwt., until in 1883-84 only 501,108 cwt. 
were imported. This trade is subject, as has been pointed out before, to much 
fluctuation. . 

The exports of foreign merchandise to Mauritius last year amounted to just 
under five lakhs, the two principal items being cotton goods, and wheat. 

Indian cottons do not appear to be in demand in Mauritius. The ;JVhole quantity 
exported last year only amounted to 258,034 yards and this small quantity was much 
in excess of the trade of previous years. The export of English cottons also from 
Bombay is comparatively very small. As there is a very large coolie population in the 
island the demand must be supplied from other sources than Bombay. It; would 
probably be worth the while of Bombay manufacturers to take measures to ascertain 
whether there is not, as may reasonably be supposed, a considerable outlet in this island 
for their manufactures. 

The export of rice was very much larger than in 1882-83, and food-grains 
generally-the trade constituting the bulk of the exports to Mauritius-were more 
extensively shipped than in the previous year. Oils, provisions, gunny bags and 
tobacco, were also sent in augmented quantities. 

M'auritill8. 

58. From Natal the imports to India are of no consequence; only a little coal, Natal. 
copper and sugar were received last year, aggregate value only Rs. 18,000. 

The exports to Natal reached nearly nine lakhs of rupees, as against 6f lills in 
the previous year. '£he increase is due to some extent to the export of sugar, a Dew 
trade, the value of "hieh last year reached Ii lakhs. In other respects the export 
trade is similar to that with Mauritius, consisting of rice and other food-grains for the 
coolies, gunny bags, oils, and provisions. Here to!> there. would seem to be an ou~let 
for lndian cotton goods, not only amongst the Indian coolies employed by the colOnIsts 
but amongst the indigenous population. 

59. The island' of Reunion figures for the first time this year as an exporter of Reunion. 
sugar to India, but it was on a very small scale n,265 cwt., value Rs. 17,509). The 
total value of the imports was no more than R5I. 24,593. 
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Indian goods w~re exported to the value of nearly 20 lakhs, a. smaller amount than 
in 1882-:83, but 'the ,traile fluctuates a good deal.. The character of 'the exports is 
similar to that of the exports to Mauritius and Natal, similar conditions existing •. In 
rice, which forms the bulk of the export trade, there was some diminution as well as in 
provisions. 

60. The trade with South America is of much the same character as with these 
South Africa,n ports just mentioned. India sends thither rice, oils and provisions for 
the sustenance and comfort of the Indian coolie employed in the Colonies of Demerara, 
Cayenne, and Surinam and gunny bags for the packing of sugar. The total value of 
the exI\orts last year was a little over 431 lakhs, a sum which is not far from double 
the value of recent trade, the increase ;being due to a great augmentation in the export 
of rice. 

61. 1879-80 -
1880.-:81 -
1881-82 -
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

IQ1ports. 
Rs. 

- 52,62,618 
- 49,08,480 
- 46,60,641 
- 93,43,420 
- 52,91,060 

Exporte. 
Rs. 

3,28,66,501 
2,61,82,252 
2,69,54,335 
3,34,32,186 
3,10,26,892 

The. reduction in, the imports from the United States amounted to as much as 
43 per cent. on the trade of 1882-83, but the trade' of that year was abnormally large 
by reason of the sudden development of the trade in kerosene oil, which constitutes 
the great bulk of the import trade. In 1882-83 there were imported of mineral oil 
more than 20 million. gallons valued at nearly 87 lakhs of rupees. Last year the 
quantity fell to 121 million gallons representing a value of only 491- lakhs of rupees. 
The only other imports needing mention were clocks and watches, grey cotton goods, 
liquors, and tobacco. In the last mentioned of these trade of the year was at a low 
level compared with the trade of 1882-83. The imports of railway material also 
practically ceased.~n grey goods also the trade was only half as large as that of 
1882-83. , 

In the value of the export trade to the United States the decrease amounted to 
7 'per cent., an appreciable declme, but nothing like "the decline in the imports. 

The value of the- indigo exported' feU from nearly 79 lakhs to 65 lakhs, and of 
jute from·81i-lakhs to 56! lakhs, these being the two chief articles in the export trado 
from this country to the United States. Caoutchouc, tanned skins. 8he11 lac, saltpetre, 
all of them important in the trade with the States, show a restriction of greater or less 
extent, very marked in the c'ase of shell lac, which fell off by 50 per cent., and tanned 
skins. The efforts made to ilevelop a trade in tea have not so far been successful, as 
the figures of tij,e exp,ort!!l will show:-

, Ibs. Rs. 
1879-80 - 65,944 51,799 
1880-81 - 68,597 39,568 
188:1.-82 - 1&7,302 1,48,381 
1882-83 - 676,507 5,15,775 
1883-84 -. 198,612 1,37,806 

As to some extent balancing these restrictions there were expansions in the exports 
of cutch which increased threefold, in raw hides and skins, gunny bags and gunny 
cloth, rags, and linseed, the trade in this oil seed also increasing more than threefold. 
The~ ne~ outcome of the trade of the year however was, as said above, a reduction of 
7 per cent. -' ' , 

West. Indies. 62. Trade with the West Indies is' of the same character as with the South 

Aden. 

American coloriies~ consisting of the export of rice and other food. grains and provisions 
for the coolie population. Exports last year amounted to 12 lakhs of rupees in value, 
of which rice represen~ed 11'62 lakhs, a considerable reduction on the trade of the two 
previous' years. Imports -are ins~gliificant. 

l • 

63. Between Aden and India there is a considerable trade, but it is hardly one 
that can be said ~o be increasing :-

1879-80 -
1880-81 .. 
1881-82 -
l882-83 -
1883-84 -

Imports. 
Rs. 

- 12,81,391 
- 17,75,977 
- 20,41,380 
- 14,36,888 
- 17,76,370 

Exports. 
Rq. 

49,20,276 
74,89,149 
51,40,902, 
57,75,720 
61,05,989 
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Both imports and exports were larger than those of 1882-83, Of the·total imports 
of last year onl! Rs. 7,10,026 represent the value of mercha.ndise, the balance being 
treasure. which is imported annually to a fairly large extent from Aden. The two 
main articles of import are ivory and gums, the trade in the latter however exhibiting 
a tendency to decline. - . Last year the imports were not half as much as those of 
1882-83. The ivory trade ort the other hand has increased slightly. Its importance 
in the trade of Aden may be estimated by the fact that its'value represents about a 
third of the aggregate.value of the imports. Fish maws and shark fins and shells and 
cowries are the only oth~r merchandise of any importance shipped to India from Aden. 

• Foreign merchandise is re-exported to Aden from Bombay to some considerable 
extent-value last year 101lakhs-of which British cotton goods (twist and piece 
goods represented over 6t lakhs. The trade is of the same character as that with 
Zanzibar, Arabia and Persia. ~den indeed is merely a depot for the supply of the 
adjacent regions: in itself it has hardly any trade. 

Exports of ~ndian goods :-

1879-80 
'1980-81 
1881-82 
l882-83 
1883-84 

&. 
- 38,42,438 
- 49,66,943 
- 41,51,162 
- 48,62,785 
- 49,10,924 

This may be called on the whole a trade with a tendency to increase. The 
principal items are cotton twist and piece goods, the value of which last year exceeded 
29 lakhs. This trade has decidedly increased during the last few years. Next in 
importance is rice (value 5§ lakhs last year). Wheat was .exported in large quantities 
nntillast year when the trade fell to a low point. There is also a tolerably extensive 
tra.de in other food-grains and flour. Tobacco makes a considerable figure in the 
returns still, though the exports have steadily diminished year by year for the last five 
yea~s. The exports of ginger and pepper on the other hand keep increasing. 

64. AmLin. 

1879-RO -
1880-81 -
1881-R2.-
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

Imports. 
Hs. 

- 72,02,274 
- 98,56,688 
- 83,05,589 
- 73,18,351 
- 60,36,831 

Exports. 
Rs. 

91.31,821 
1,07,36,067 

99,36,R33 
82,66,310 
77,88,572 

The imports always consist much more largely of treasure than 'of merchandise. 
Last year the value of the merchandise imported was less than 28.1akhs and there has 
been a steady diminution in the aggrogate value year by year for the last five years. 
The two most important items are dates and pearls. The value of the former last year 
was Rs. 10,39,505 and of the latter Rs. 4,77,375. It may however safely be assumed 
that the actual imports of pearls are much understated in the returns, much of them 
not being registered at all. Gums, fish maws and shark fins, and salt, are the most 
prominent of the other articles imported. 

, BrItish piece goods and sugar are the only articles of foreign origin which are 
largely re-exported. The value of the former last year was about 12-1- lakhs and of 
the ,latter over 3l1akhs. But there is an active peddling trade done in a great variety 
of other goods. 

The exports of Indian goods to Arabia last year amounted to Rs. 49,lb,101, of 
which Its. 26,65,149 represented the value of rice. The exports of this grain and of 
other food-grains ha"Ve been greatly reduced during the last two years. Amongst 
other exports of importance coffee also shows a great decline, only 7,155 cwt. having 
been exported compared with 10,828 cwt. in 1882-83 and 15,319 cwt. in 1881-82. 
The trade in cotton twist and piece goods also fell off though slightly. English goods 
are taken to Arabia from Bombay in the proportion of more than two to one as 
compared with Indian cotton goods: these textures however are largely of a kind not 
yet made in the Bombay mills. 

Ginger, pepper and sugar are the only other articles shipped to Arabia in 
appreciably large quantities, though the list of articles is long . . 



Ceylon. 

China. 

xxiv 

65. Import and export trade with Ceylon :
Imports. 

1879-80 • 
1880-81 -
1881-82 -
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

Rs. 
- 1,04,59,523 

74,11,195 
69,60,717 
87.74,231 
67,91,483 

Export •. 
Re. 

- 2,66.73,080 
- 2,36,24.780 
- 2,05,96,643 
- 1.86,17.354 
- 1,96,56.757 

Th~re is an active interchange of silver between Ceylon and India, a oonsiderable 
proportibn of the imports of silver generally representing transshipments for Calcutta 
of silver from Europe or elsewhere, and the figures given above, which include treasure, 
are much in excess of the figures represepting the value of merchandise only. These 
for the same years are:- . 

Importfl. 
Re. 

48,10,979 -
49,53,806 -
40,18,387 . 
57,37,866 -
56,88,389 -

Exports. 
Rs. 

- 2,00,20,316 
- 1,77,85,316 
- 1,61,53,163 
- 1,39,26,160 
• 1,53,50,147 

The import trade seems ~herefore to be on the increase while the reverse must be 
said of the exports from India: The imports of coffee last year were reduced to a very 
low point and the reduction followed on a reduction in each of the two previous years. 
The trade in grey cottons of English manufacture, which were sent in considerable 
quantities to the ports of Southern India, also last year was carried on on a very 
restricted scale; in 1880-81 the value was 12-1- lakhs, last year it was less than :~;111akhs. 
Betelnuts and kopra (cocoanut kernel) together constituted last year nearly half the 
aggregate value of the whole import trade. The development of the latter has been as 
large as it was rapid. Three :years ago the trade was of little importance. In 1882-83 
its value amounted to Rs. 9,11,724 and last year to Rs. 10,87,085. The betelnut trade 
has also augmented, but more slowly: in 1879-80 its value was Re. 10,07,443, last 
year Rs. 14,39,963. .A. la.rge importation of copper last year must have consisted of 
Australian or Japanese copper, brought to India via Colombo. In gunny bags, cocoa
nut 'oil, shells, and timber and woods, there is a fairly large trade. The gunny bags 
are, so far as they are not required for local packing, sent from Calcutta to Colombo as 
a matter of convenience and economy as regards freight and thence brought to the 
ports of Southern India by the small coasting vessels that carry on the local traffic 
between those places. ~ 

.Amongst the exports to Ceylon may be noted British and Indian ootton piece 
goods, cattle, rice and other foe-d-grains and pulse, bones for manure, oils, oilseeds and 
oilcake, gunny bags, salted fish, flour and other provisions, spices, sugar. teakwood. 
and manufactures of wood. The trade in rice represented more than half the value of 
the whole export trade, but the trade has been greatly restricted within the last two 
years, averaging about 81 lakhs in value against 133 lakhs five years ago. Exports of 
grain and pulse generally have greatly declined during the last two years. ()n the 
other hand the shipments of Indian piece goods have made great progress. Only about 
4 million yards were exported in 1882-83, while last year they were just under 6 
million yards representing a value of nearly 86 la~hs of rupees, The trade in hand
kerchiefs, which are used mainly to tie round the head or waist and not for the hand, is 
a small one and is not progressive. Oilcake and bones are in regular demand for the 
,coffee plantations and -the demand is on the whole maintained notwithstanding the 
depressed condition of the coffee industry. With the extension of tea planting in 
Ceylon a large export of tea seed from India has commence~. Last year the value of 
this seed 8flounted to about 2}-lakhs. 

66. 
1879-80 -
1880-81 - . 
188]-B2 • 
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

Imports. 
Rs. 

- 5,58,69,579 
- 3,69,90,455 
- 4.43,04,687 
- 4,50,57,306 

. - 4,04.71,114 

Exports. 
Re. 

- 15,73,16,873 
- 14,98,16,002 
- 13,63,25,643 
- 1~,17 ,92,418 
- 13,20,18,652 
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, . These ligures include the imports of the precious metals which are large, China 
bemg, next to England, the greatest source of supply of gold and silver to India. 
Exclusive of treasure the figures of trade in merchandise are as follow :-

1879-80 -
1880-81 • 
1881-82 -
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

ImportA. 
Rs. 

- 1,57,90,744 
- 1,98,97,618 
- 1,54,09,611 
- 2,07,20,370 
- 2,13,36,436 

Expor1@. 
Rs. 

- 15,52,36,773 
- 14,94,36,502 
- 13,62,50,499 
- 13J6,01,055 
- 13,17,56,052 

The largest import from China is raw silk. The value of this product last year 
amounted to Rs. 75,41,874, which was much smaller than the value (Rs. 84,57,304) of 
the imports of the previous yean It was stilJ, however, very largely in excess of the 
average value of recent years. Silk piece goods (which stand next in ordAr of impor
tance) on the other hand increased in value to over 40 lakhs from a value of a little 
over 34 lakhs. Here too tho development of trade has been considerable. Sugar
refined and candy-represented a value of Rs. 33,66,057, a very remarkable increase on 
the value (Rs. 14,42,511) of 1882-83 and on those of recent years. These three items 
account for nearly 150 out of the 213 lakhs which represented the value of the whole 
import trade of last year. Less important than these are-

(1.) Tea, with a value of nearly 20 lakhs last year for a quantity of 2,340,767 Ibs., 
a quantity equal to about 4 per cent. of the whole production of India. 

(2.) Copper, unwrought : value last year Rs. 8,82,607, a reduction of nearly 50 per 
cent. on the imports of 1882-83, but this is a very variable trade; 

(3.) Drugs (chiefly camphor and cassia lignea), value 8t lakhs, which is a slightly 
smaller BUIl;l'than the value of 1882-83; 

(4.) Glass and glassware, mainly in the form of glass banglef'!, value Rs. 7,93,135, 
that of the previous year having been Rs. 9,21,300; 

(5.) Fireworks, value Rs. 3,40,707, a slightly smaller trade than in 1882-83. 
None of the remaining items in the list of imports constitute a considerable trade. 
The bulk of the imports from China is received from Hong-Kong, tea alone 

forming an exception to the rule. Of that article much the largest proportion-quite 
four-fifths last year-is shipped to India direct from the Treaty Ports. The value of 
this tea constituted about half of the aggregate value of all the imports into India from 
the Treaty Ports, the aggregate being Rs. 35,60,761 of which tea represented Rs. 
17,12,896. The only other goods received in any quantity from the Treaty .Ports were 
sugar and raw silk, the shipments of the former last year being the first of the kind 
direct from those ports. 

There is no re-export trade of importance from India to China. 'Provisions alone 
are sent thither in any quantity. These consist mainly of fish maws and shark fins 
(delicacies much esteemed by Chinese) brought from Sonmiani and the coasts of Arabia 
to Bombay and thence shipped to China. The value of these last year was a little 
under 4llakhs, and, adding to them the value of fish maws and shark fins obtained from 
India waters, the total trade in these comestibles reached a value of about 6 lakhs. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the staple of the Indian exports to China is 
opium. This drug last year represented a value of Rs. 10,28,83,526, being 78 per cent. 
of the whole expor;ts· of merchandise from India to China. This sum was a small 
increase on the value of the trade.in 1882-83, Rs. 10,14,00,789 which was 77 per cent. 
of that year's trade. The number.of chests exported was in-

1882-83 - ' - - - - 80,696 
1883-84 - - 83,728 

of these 27,481 were shipped direct to'Treaty Ports last year and 56,239 to Hong-Kong. 
The other exports to China which need remark are-
(1) Cotton twist and Y8fn-

Exports in 1882-83 -
to 1883-84 -

Lbs. 
- 37,372,185 
- 41,040,629 

Ra. 
1,49,78,944 
1,58,54,907 

China. is much the largest market outside India for Bombay twist, and the trade has 
nearly doubled itself within the last five years. 'Fhe outbreak of hostilities. between 
France and China has therefore been regarded WIth grave concern by the mUlowners 
of Bombay, and no doubt if hostilities are prolonged the mills will suffer heavily by the 
interruption and dislocation of this very important trade. The export of manufactured 

u 15657. d 
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cotton goods is by no means large as yet, though it is increasing. 'I'he value last year 
was Rs. 3,18,445. . . 

(2.) Raw cotton. 

1882-83 -
1883-84 -

ewt. 
- 368,556 
- 313,226 

Re. 
o 95,16,692 
- 74,56,541 

(3.) Gunny bags, of which 14,669,343 were exported last year, value Rs.18,25,136, . 
and it mal be added that gunny cloth to the value of a little less than 21lakhs wero 
also exported last Yflar. Under both he~ds the trade sensibly increased. 

Thus while the Bombay cotton mills found Chinese customers for their goods to tho 
value of nearly 162 lakhs, the Calcutta jute mills found custom in China to the extent of 
about 21 lakhs-a total support from that country to the mill industry of India of 183 
lakhs of rupees. Any circumstances which tend to interrnpt flUch an extensive trado 
as this cannot but be viewed with anxiety. . • 

(4.) Saltpetre-mainly used in the manufacture of fireworks-value of trade last 
year a little under 9 lakhs. 

The other exports to China are comparatively unimportanl1 and require no parti. 
cular mention. 

The proportion of the e~port trade which is directed to the 'l'reaty Ports of China 
is much larger than is the proportion of the import trade. While exports to llong
Kong last year amounted to Rs. 9,76,91,343 the trade to the Treaty Ports aggregated 
Rs. 3,40,64,709, or a little less than three tenths of the whole. N early all this sum 
represented the value of opium, of which a substantial proportion (27.489 chests out of 
the 83,728 shipoed last year) is taken direct to'the Treaty Ports. 

67. The direct imports from Japan are of no importance. The value of the 
exports thither was last year Rs. 28,78,721. The bulk of this trade consists of cotton 
twist, which finds in Japan a yearly extending circle of demand, as the following 
figures indicate :-

1879-80 -
1880-81 -
1881-82 -
1882-83 • 
1883-84 -

Lbs. 
- 1,814,090 -
- 2,142,896 -
- 2,92] ,000 -
- 5,600,600 0 

- 6,247,470 .. 

RIl. 
- ;,82,556 
- 9,76,571 
- 12,73,251 
- 22,26,723 
- 24,60,472 

Last year a consignment.of teakwood was' sent to Japan, the first of the kind, 
representing a ,value of a little ~nder 2 lakhs. The ilhipments o~ gunny bags (579,50\) 
in number, value Rs. 1,18s~86) were also very ID'~lChlar~r (seven tImes) than the exports 
of the previous year ,,:"hich w:ere the firs~ .on record. "The tr~de in cotton ,piece goods 
is still small though IncreasIng. The dIrect exports of IndIan merchandIse to Japan 
have augmented .so steadily and quickly d~rin.g the last ~vttye~rs tha~ the figures aro 
of interest, shOWIng as they do the expanSIOn 1D the trade m 1l}.~Ian tWIst :-

1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 

- .... I. t 

Be' 
o 8,36~21 

.... : 10,56,999 
-. ".. ~ - ~ 13,41,852 

.. ~ ~ t .. 22,98,242 
~ 28,7~,i82 

• , I ...... • 

68. Practically nothing is imported from J ava,··mtd the eXports thitYwt are of no 
importance. There is a small but increasing export 'of cot~' tw,ist, the value .of 
which last year reached Rs. 1,45,990. In 1882-83 ).herb ~~ an '~ltIve export of nee 
from Burm~ to this island, but it fell to next t6 nothin~ 1a.st year. • 

69. 

1879-80 -
1880-81 -

. 1881-82 -
1882-83 -
1883-84 -

Imports. 
1UJ. 

- 59,26,794 
o 53,53,726 
o 55,67,253 
- 76,63,397 
- 77,32,768 

Exports. 
Rs. 

1,25,36,000 
1,23,01,61~ 
1,27,76.147 
1,29,80,360 
1,47,66,721 
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'l'hese sums include treasure. The imports of merchandise. treasure being 
excluded, were as follow for the same years :-

B.s. 
53,72,103 
49,08,732 
49,36,205 
57,36,204 
56,39,728 

The imports which represent the largest value are· dates and other dried fruits 
(about Hi lakhs last year)-a tolerably steady trade, but giving little sign of advance. 

Raw cotton stands next, but it is not an .increasing trade. It is nsed in the 
Bombay mills as a Bubstitute for .Indian cotton when the supply of the latter is not 
sufficient for requirements or the price runs to too high a level. When there are large 
crops in Indian and prices in .the European market are comparatively low, Bombay 
millowners have little inducement to buy cotton from Persia. Last year a little less 
than 43,000 cwt. were imported, a larger quantity than in 1882-83, but the price was a 
good deal lower. 

Pearls come next, with a value of Rs. 6,59.700 last year, but there is little doubt 
that these figures do not represent the whole of the imports. Horses are also an item 
of some importance:' last year 1,502 were imported on a declared valuation of Rs. 
4,78,410. giving them an average value of 318 each. .Horse dealers in Bombay, which 
is the place to which these horses are brought, must make handsome profits if these 
declarations of value are correct. 

Raw wool and madd.)r (or manjit) are also articles in which there is a fairly la1'O'e 
trade. The imports of madder last year (Rs. 3,85,440) were greatly in excess of the 
trade of previous years. The imports of asafootida on the other hand were 
somewhat smaller than in 1882-83. Raw silk also fell off by nearly 50 per cent. 

The exports of merchandise are as follow :-

1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 

Foreign (re-exports). 
Rs. 

70,14,694 
72,26,267 
89,43,804 
92,06,424 

1,09,33,919 

Indian 
Rs. 

33,06,852 
32,10,243 
27,63,634 
30,32,361 
28,10,767 

Bombay has thus become more and more a depot for the reception of European 
goods and their reshipment to Persia, while Indian goods do not appear to find 
extended market~ i~ that co~n.try. The pri~ci'pal.products of I~dia~ origi~ comPx:ised 
in this trade are mdigo and rICe. The trade m mdIgo does not gIve SIgns of mcreasmg : 
last year the exports were valued &,t less than 8 lakhs, the value in 1882.-83 having been 
over 11 lakha. and the quanity was proportionately smaller .... The value of the exports 
of rice w&.s 71 lakhs, aD. increase on'the trade of the previous year, but this is a 
fluctuating trade the condition of which depends upon the Olltturn of. crops in Persia. 
Five years ago it was nearly twice as large as it was last year. Indian twist and piece 
goods find a. very small and restricted market in Persia and there are no other goods 
exported which are worth mention. English twist and piece goods on the contrary are 
largely and increasingly in demand, coloured goods especially, and the re-exports of twist 
last year (936.775.1b&., value Rs .. 5,46,514) were double those of 1882-83. The value of 
cotton manufactures ilt 188~, W~i Rs. 65,22,626, last year it was Rs. 69,90,559. 
SuO'ar was re-exported(to the. talue Qf nearly 15 lakhs, and the trade in copper iron and 
othOer metals is also actiTe and increasing. 'Uf China. tea 414,869Ibs., value Rs. 3,94,444, 
were exported. '.l1tis iA !3-n in~asing trade to the existence of which the notice of the . 

. tea plante~s ~~ !ildia ~alI dri~ll.m the review of trade for 1882-83 as indicating, with 
other known facts ali 'w the ~mpod of Java tea into Persia, an outlet for their leaf which 
should not be heglected. . .,Nothipg seems to have been done, however, as yet, for the 
export of Indian tea. to Persia. ~ 1883~4 reached only 13,269 Ibs. 

70 - Importt'. Export~. 
• Rs. Rs. 

1879-80 - - 1,42,36,515 2,74,87,723 
1880-81 - 1,55,16,902 3,18,32,688 . 
1881-82 - - 1,62;87,220 3,54,09,253 
1882-83 - - 1,67,31,301 3,65,73,398 
1883-84 - - 1,70,98,658 3,08,83,266 

d 2 

Straits 
Settle
ments. 
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Of mercha~dise aloM the imports and exports were :-
Imports. 

Rs. 
1,27,86,448 
1,47,62,440 
1,54,18,852 
1,59,66,919 
'1,61,28),886 

Exports. 
Re. 

2,72,32,976 
3,16,17,470 
3,52,41,043 
3,63,87,345 
3,06,53,028 

The principal imports are :-
(l.) Spices, mainly betelnuts and pepper. Value of imports Rs. 23,90,846 which 

is a slight increase on' the trade of 1882-83. The trade in betelnuts 
was nearly doubled, and the imports of pepper were reduced by more 
than 50 per cent., the relative positions of the two spices being almost 
exactly reversed and the general result but little affected. 

(2.) Tin, unwrought: 38,167 cwt., value just over 23 lakhs, were imported. In 
1882-83 the imports amounted to 41,657 cwt., representing a value of' 
27 lakhs; but the imports of last year were still very considerably larger 
than the average of recent years. 

(3.) Silk, raw: value Rs. 18,37,774-a moderate increase on the trade of the 
preceding year. . 

(4.) Silk piece-goods': value fL little over 9 lakhs: also a moderate increase. 
(5.) Salted fish: value Rs. 8,16,465. 
(6.) Other provisions were imported to a value somewhat in excess of the value 

of salted fish. 
Amongst other goods imported in smaller quantities from the Straits are coffee, 

sugar, gambier, cotton goods, camphor, cocoanuts, tea, and umbrellas; some of them 
the products of the Settlement itself, others brought to Singapore and Penangas a 
dep6t from China, Java, the Philippines, and other parts for reshipment to India or 
elsewhere. As the trade in these goods and in the others detailed in the long hst 
given in the returns is of comparatively small importance, it is not necessary to 
recapitulate the figures of the year. 

European cotton goods to the value of 16! lakhs were re-exported last year to the 
Straits, the trade being a little in excess of the previous year's. It is not an increasing 
trade, however, as that in Indian cotton goods certainly iR. The exports of Indian 
piece-goods have increased in five years from 965,939 yards to 3,799,104 yards, and 
their value from Rs. 3,15,581 to Rs. 12,57,752, steady progress being exhibited each 
year. The two most important items in the export trade, however, are opium and rice. 
The trade in opium was in :-

1882-83 • 
1883-84 -

Chests.. Rs. 
10,316, value 1,24,90,570 
7,320 " 89,43,170 

these being the lowest figures reached for the last five years. In rice also there was 
a material restriction of trade:- . 

Cwt. Rs. 
1882-83· - 4,092,521, value 1,21,01,949 
1883-84 ,. • 2,469,976 " 91,26,870 

The other more important items are :- •. 
(1.) Gunny bags: value last year 17} lakhs-a reduction in the value of the 

previous year due to redueti<?n of price, for the number exported was 
slightly larger. 

(2.) Cotton, raw. This trade nearly doubled itself during the year, rising to a 
tolerably high figure. 

1882-83 -
1883-84 -

Cwt. Rs: 
34,56~, value' 6,70,084 
66.282 .. 13,53,15~' 

(3.) Jadestone: value Rs. 8,12,960. This is sent to the Straits mainly for re
shipment to China. It is subject to considerable fluctuation, owing to 
the situation of the jade mines in Independent Burma, and the uncer
tainty of business, which depends upon the capricious action of Burmese 
officials. 

Raw and dressed hides, 'horses and cattle, wax, ghee, fish maws and shark fins 
ca.stor oil, essential seeds, silk pieces-goods, and cutch are amongst the other articles 
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exported to the Straits; but the trade in these doe'3 not offer any feature of special 
interest, nor are the figures of much importance. On the whole, the total value of the 
exports of Indian produce to the Straits exhibits a notable reduction, which is due to 
the restriction in those two great items, opium and rice. 

71. There was some development in the import trade last year, the value of the Sumatra. 
betelnuts sent to India-these constituting the whole of the trade-having risen to over 
six lakhs of rupees, more than double the value of the trade in 1882-83. Rice, cotton 
piece-goods, and teakwood were exported, but in small quantics, and the direct trade 
with Su:matra is still quite insignificant. 

72. 

1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 

Imports. 
Rs. 

- 41,53,697 
- 38,53,706 
- 46,69,438 
- 63,51,650 
- 49,07,218 

Exports. 
Rs. 

40,10,883 
39,58,861 
35,91,764 
42,36,121 
40,07,404 

More that half the average annual valne of imports represents treasure. 
The largest trade is m "dates, of which tho value last year was 101- lakhs: it 

exhibits no tendency to increase, rather the reverse. The production last yeal' is said 
to have been below the average. Wheat represented a value of 5! lakhs, and horses 
of 2! lakhs. There is nothing else worth mentioning. The whole trade in merchandise 
aggregated Rs. 22,27,269-a sum which was rather smaller than the value of the pre-
ceding year. . 

About half of the exports are re-exports of foreign merchandise, of which English 
piece goods (Rs. 10,21,594) and sugar (Rs. 3.45,035) comprised the bulk last year, as 
they always do. Hardly any Indian piece goods are taken, and the only Indian 
exports of donsequence are indigo (10 lakhs), gunny bags (over 3! lakhs), and coffee 
(under 2 lakhs). There has been a material restriction in the exports of coffee during 
the last two years. The trade in bags is an increasing one. For indigo the demand is 
tolerably steady, but hardly progressing. 

TlJrkey in 
Asia. 

73. Trade is practically confined to the export of opium-a trade which com- Co~hin 
me~ced ~h~ee yea:8 ago. Exports last year 771 chests, value Rs. 9,38,735. This f~~:;OD). 
busllless IS lllcreasmg. 

74. Imports. Exports. 
RL RL 

1879-80 4 25,~4,014 45,98,940 
1880-81. - 40,69,671 53,33,284 
1881-82 - - 1,55,91,495 80,37,633 
1882-83 - 1,90,22,740 - 1,08,89,183 
1883-84 - - 2,47,78,644 59,68,946 

Excluding treasure, the figures stand thus for merchandise for the same years
Import.'!. 

- . 

Rs. 
24,43.600 
11,20,552 
22,59,890 
47,65,914 
55,72,292 

. The figures for exports all relate to merchandise, no gold or silver being sent to 
Australia from Ind~a. 

Horael and copper are still. aft the1 have always been, the principal imports. The 
considerable development of trade dunng the last two years occurs under these two 
heads and that of coal, which is the only other import of any consequence. The 
imports of copper last year were 80,~97 cwt., valued at Rs. ~4,06,449. . The horses 
imported numb~red 3,272, v~lue Rs. 12,72.7~O, the number bemg only ~6 m excess of 
those imported m 1882.83. The average prlce~ however, has largely lncreased, from 
Rs. 332 to Rs. 390. Coal represented a value of Rs. 4,90,722 last year. There were 
various other increases in minor articles, due mainly to the importation of goods for 
show at the Calcutta International Exhibition, but nothing which invites particular 
mention. 

Australia. 
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The number of gunny bags exported to Australia fell from 21,867,902 in 1882.83 
to 12,543,198 in 1883-84, .and their value from Rs. 7.4,27,255 to Us. 40,78,909. This 
great shrinkage of trade, in what is by a long way the most important article in the 
exports from India to Australia, largely affected the aggregate of trade. 

Tea also was reduced from 2,772,461 lbs. to 379,204 Ibs., and its value from 
Rs. 18,17,789 to Re.2,43,384. Rice fell from lts. 3,49,055 to Rs. 2,64,025; raw jute 
from Rs. 1,59,085 to Rs. 1,19,575; and teakwood from Rs. 2,16,O!l8 to Rs.l,980. The 
'returns of the export trade, in short, are wholly unsatisfactory. The tea trade, from 
which much was hoped, has practically collapsed, for the present at any rate, and in. 
every othfr article of any importance there has been a serious restriction of trade. 
Much has been said in connexion with the Melbourne Exhibition of 1880-81 and the 
Calcutta Exhibition of 1883-84 of the c'apacity of India and the Colonies to develop 
an extensive commercial interchange with profit to both countries, and it cannot be 
doubted that the trade is susceptible of being developed in course of time to dimensions 
equal to those of the trade between India and any other country, England excepted. 
But it seems clear enough that the time has not yet an-ived, and that those who expect 
great things immediately will be disappointed, especially those who think that there is 
a great market in India for Australian products and manufactures. In the review of 
trade for 1882-83, I referred to the causes which at present obstruct the progress of 
Indo-Australian trade, and it is not neoessary to revert to them here; it is 1:lUflicient to 
say that their removal must be the work of time, and th~''hey will not disappear until 
the Australian Colonies become much more largely a manufacturing country than they 
are now, and until the fiscal policy of the Colonial Administrations is radically altered. 
In the tea trade alone was it possible for India at once to secure a great Australian 
market now monopolised by China, but the chances of success in this direction have 
been materially affected by causes which" will be stated in the general remarks in 1110 
section of this review which treats of the export trade under the head of 'l'ea. 

IMPORT TRADE. 

75. A change has been made in the returns. The simple alphabetical enumeration 
'\)f articles has given plaoe to a classification under certain main heads and sub-hcl\(ls 
in accordance with the system adopted in the English and French returns of trade. 
The heads adopted are those noted below. In each case the total value of the imports 
of the last two years is also given. 

I.-ANIMALS, LIVING 
H.-ARTICLES. OF FOOD AND DRll~' 

HI.-RAW MAT.ERIALS AND UNMAN~
FACTURED ARTICLES -

IV.-ARTICLES MANUFACTURED AND 
PARTLY MANUFACTURED
(a.) Yarns and textile 

fabrics ~ '--
(b.) Metals and manufac· 

tures of metal w 

(c.) Machinery and mil~- , 
work - - - -

(d:) Apparel '-
(e.) Chemicals, drugs, , 

medicines and 
narcotics and 
dyeing and tan
ning materials 

(J.) Other articles manu-
factured • -

Total of IV. -
V.-OILS 

GRAND TOTAL OF IMPORTS -

1882-83. 
Rs. 

19,03,825 
5,14,50,672 

3,03,87,381 

26,95,59,800 

5,40,77,770 

1,34,23,985 
86,2G,0l1 

83,78,253 

5,17,13,741 

40,57,79,560 
1,05.08,967 
-----
50,00,30,405 -

1883-IH. 
lb .. 

20,75,017 
5,38,19,820 

3,08,8G,740 

27,68,29,8G:; 

:;,98,94,297 

1,78,88,6H2 
97,3S,1l0 

87,69,'884 

6,05,87,635 --43,37,08,473 
65,42,278 

52,70,32,328 
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76. The value of the imports under the first of these heads is quite trifling 
compared to the gross total. Under the second head-articles of food and drink-the 
value amounted to 10 per cent. of the gross total of the year. In this head are 
comprised the important items of liquors, provisions (including oilma.n's stores, dried 
fruits, salted fish and other edibles), saIt, spices, sugar. 

The third head-raw materials and unmanufactured goods-comprises the two 
important items of coal and raw silk, which represent about two-thirds of the total 
under this head. The aggregate of this head is not more, than 5'8 per centi. of the 
gross total of imports. 

The fourth and most important of these heads represented more than 82 per cent. 
of the whole import trade. Under this head the items of cotton twist and cotton goods 
represent nearly 58 per cent. of the whole head, while they also represent 47'6 per 
cent. of the whole imports of merchandise into India. 

77. The following are the principal goods imported into India, arranged in the 
order of their importance during the year, with the value of the trade in each item in 
each of the last five years:-

It •. RI. .Rs. Rs. I u •. 
I. Cotton /toods (including twist ,rut 

yafn) • - - - 19,66,08,170 26,60,98,935 23,39,41,634 24,61,00,625 25,10,83,106 
2. Metal., includin~ hardware and 

cutlery, &c. - - - - 3,84,1)1,931 4,33,22,336 4,14,34,866 5,40,77,770 5,98,94,~!l7 
8. Silk, raw, and manufactures - - 1,5:1,11,255 2,41,74,021 1,96,09,163 2,05,19,229 2,1;,09,230 
4. Machinery and millwork - - 61,68,321 76,98,437 1,22,10,454 1,84,23,985 1,78,88,682 
5. Railway p\Rnt and folling atock - 1,03,30,492 1.11,77,649 1,07,95,093 1, H. ,64,342 1,63,32,830 
6. Liquors - - - - 1,30,92,845 .,38,65,658 1,30,86,720 - 1,33,46,139 1,38,93,773 
7. Woollen goods - - - - 92,78,764 1,29,91,299 1,12,12,320 98,48,725 1,21,10,531 
8. Coal - - - - - 1,13,82,015 1,23,98,552 1,02,00,436 1,01,98,885 1,16,37,904 
9. Sugar, refined and unrefined - - 1,06,87,881 1,61,11,572 1,2'l,87,580 1,08,69,610 1,14,8:!,701 

10. Provisions - - - 1,04,88,322 92,01,815 1,05,30,831 1,08,71,862 1,03,39,814 
11. Apparel (including haberdashery and 

millinery, boots and 8hoes, but exclud-
ing bosiel1) - - - - 57,41,552 71,76,858 72,17,540 86,26,011 97,38,110 

12. Oils • - - - . 54,59,315 52,91,746 56,05,853 1,05,08,967" 65,42,278 
18. Salt - . - - - 76,25,821 66,55,174 56,90,671 51,51,83$ 62,30,110 
14. Glass and glaR8wal'e - - . 82,98,209 38,02,409 45,48,024 ,48,37,427 56,00,615 
15. Spic~R - . - . - 52,63,283 54,28,610 50,71,379 51,08,537 55,71,09ll 

.,...:.-. 
Total - 24,90,82,742 44,53,95,071 40,95,92,564 '3,66,53,902- 46,01,15,775 

In no other item does the trade amount to as muoh as 50 lakhs in value and in 
every case it is a great deal below that sum. 

These items may conveniently be treated in the order of classification given 
above. 

... 
78. 'rhe horses imported numbered altogether 5,667, which was 194 more than in CLAS8 I. 

1882-83: value 2Ok- lakhs, a figure which when compared with the value of the previous Animals, 
year (Rs. 18,68,150) indicates a better stamp of horses and a corresponding higher living. 
price. Australia remains the main source of supply and with the substitution which 
has to some extent been effected of steamers for sailing vessels in the transport of the 
animals, the trade is being conducted in more satisfactory conditions for the beasts as 
well as their owners. Arrangements are being made now by the head of the remount 
department of the army, who has been sent,to the Colonies for the purpose, to intro-
duce a system by which a certain stamp of, horses will be bred and imported for the 
cavalry. For Weste~ India the shores .of the Persian G~ produce all t~El horses 
imported. ImportatIOns of horses, mainly from Austraha, have greatly mcreased 
during the last few years. 

The trade in animals other than horses is quite trifling. 

79. ThiEf head includes :
Coffee. 
Frui ts and Vegetu.bles. 
Grain and Pulse. 
HOp8. 
Liquors. 

Provisions. 
Salt. 
Spices. 
Sugar. 
Tea. 

80. Oqtfee.-Mostly imported from the Straits into Bombay and chiefly intended 
for re-export ~hen it is ~lmost always .declar~d and shipped as Indian coffee. The 
impor\s, however, are n61th~r large nor lncreasmg, last year they were only 22,231 cwt., 
value uhder 51 lakhs. 

CLASS II. 
Articles of 
food and 
drink. 
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81. Fruits and Vegetables.-An increasing trade, value last year Re. 22.31,196. 
The heading is apt to m,islead, for the largest part of the value (19i lakhs) represents 
cocoanuts and cocoanut kernels which are imported from Ceylon, the Maldives and the 
Straits for the expression of oil, not to 'be eaten. ' 

82. Grain and Pulse.-A ISmaIl trade in ordinary times in India, assuming import-
ance only when famine affiicts the land. . 

83. Hops.-Although hops have been produced with success in Kashmir. the 
producti~n has as yet been so small tha~ India may be said still to be entirely dependent 
'upon the imported article. The imports have certainly not increased in proportion 
to the extension of brewing operations. \ These are the figures for the last five years :_ 

1879-80. 1880-81. ,1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-8~. 

C~t. - 3,185 2,716 2,195 1,940 2,802. 

The reduction in 1882-83 was coincident with an excessive rise in prices caused 
by the failure.of the hop crop in England. How the Indian brewers have managed 
to increase their production of beer without material1y increasing their stock of hops 
is a matter for conjecture; perhaps they have practised judicious economy, p~rhaps 
they have used innocuous substitutes. Anyhow their beeI is wholesome and sound. 

84. Liquors.-The importation of beer shows hardly any: if any, tendency to 
increase :-

1879-80. 

Gallons ... 1~65,347 
1880-81. 

1,152,678 
1881-82. 
1,199,395 

1882-83. 

1,170,554 
1883-84. 

1,261,444 

And yet with the increasing European population, it would have progressed with 
sensible rapidity if it had not been replaced by country-brewed beer, by other liquors, 
or if the consumption had not been reduced by the spread of temperance. Probably 
all three causes have combined to restrict the consumption of malt I~quor. A great 
taste has been developed for the lighter beers of German origin, eSf>ecial1y what is 
known as :r'il8ener .• Even Bass and Company have had to brew a lighter tap for Indian 
consumptlOn. 

In connexion 'f1th b~er It ~ay be of interest to state the quantity brewed jn the 
country. The figures given by the brewers are these: 

Ga.llons. GalloD!!. 
1878 - - 1,522,769 HUH - • 2,44A,711 
1879 - - 1,569,026' 1882 - - 2,591,667 
1880 - - 1,9i4,57B 1883 - • 2,597,9.98 

This shows'an increase of more tha:rt'1~llion gallons within the last five years. 
In 1883 the army took 1,936,221 gallons, leaving 661,077 gallons for consumption by 
the public, being rather more than half as much as was imported. The purchases for 
the army have much more than doubled within the last five years, for in 1879 they 
amounted to no more than 872,096 gallons. The operatioDs of the brewers of Northern 
India are being widely extended now. A brewery is at work at Lucknow producing 
excellent beer, another is being established at Darjeeling, a third is projected at Poona, 
and a fourth at Peshin in Southern Mghanistan. Within the next three or four years 
the production will probably increase by a~other million gallons. , 

85. Spirits.-In these too the trade gi~es no particular indication of advance:-
1879-80. 1880-81, 1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 

Gallons,- 814,334 848,238 842,739 949,169 894,420 

The increase has been under 10 per cent. in five years, or an average of less than 2 per 
cent. annually. As far as European consumption is concerned, it may be affirmed that 
it has hardly, if at all, increased, but considerable quantities of very cheap spirit are 
impol'ted tor native consumption. In whisky there is a continued increase with as 
continued a decline in brandy. 

86. Wines and Liqueurs.-Imports in:-
1879-80. 18R0-81. 1881-82. 

Gallons - 443,985 481,153 430,900 
1882-83. 

418,169 
1883-84. 

422,140 

This is an increase of less than one per cent, in the year, but the trade is still materially 
sma11~1' than it hp,s been in recent years. The consumption of claret and sherry has 
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decidedly been restricted, while in other wines there is not much change in the extent 
of trade. Attempts were made, with doubtful success, a.t the Calcutta Exhibition to 
introduce Australian wines to the I~dian public. These wines have against them no 
doubt two facts: they have not been manufactured to stand the Indian climate and 
will not keep well here, and also certain impro,'ements are required to remove a flavour 
which is peculiar to some of them. But the chief ob8tacle is that' people who drink 
wine are generally conservative in their predilections. 

87. The money value of the liquor of all kinds imported was, in-

Malt liquor 
Spirits 
Wines and liqueurs 
Otller sorts· 

Total 

1882-83. 1883-84. 
Rs. Rs. 

27,23,226 30,32,236 
67,49,693 68,20,983 
38,45,705 40,11,383 

27,515 29,171 

1,33,46,139 1,38,93,773 

being an increase in value of just over 4 per cent., which was more than double the 
increase in quantity. 

88. It may be noted here that the Customs authorities in Bombay mention the fact 
that large importations have been made there of cheap spirit, much over proof, in 
wood, and that empty brandy bottles fetch a good price in the local market, especially 
if the labels are intact. '£his seems to be a matter for investigation by the officers of 
health and police. , . 

89. Promsions.-Of the specified kinds of provisions, dates from the Persian Gulf 
and salted fish from the Straits and the Mekran coast are the most important. Dates 
last year represented a value of close on 24! lakhs, a smaller figure than in recent 

• years, the result of poor crops in the palm groves of Asiatic Tu:r;key. The value of 
salted fish was 10i lakhs. A considerable proportion of the.sal~d fish. imported from 
the Straits is, with the evil-smelling preparation known'n JJurma ~ ngapee, a paste 
univers'ally used by Burmans as a condiment with their rice, sE!nt on to Upper BUI;IDa 
for consumption there. The fish brought from Mek"an and Sonmi~ni is salted whole 
and is consumed in Western India. Cheese is i\npor&df- (<:J consllmption by the 
European population, to the value of more than 3~ lakhs a y,jar. Very little is made 
in India, and that little not good, but there would seem to be..1m opening for a profit
able industry in this direction, as well as in the manufacture of· butter. Why do not 
some of the philanthropists who are t.rying to settle Eurasians on farms in the hi11s 
think of this as an industry that might be very profitable? Flour was imported last 
year to a larger e'xtent than ever, 21 lDi1\ion pounds, worth nearly' 2i lakhs: an nn
necessary import if ever there was one, lor India should be able not only to make all 
the flour required for local needs, but to export flour of excellent quality on the largest 
scale. In" Other sorts" of provisions-in large proportion canned meats, fruits and 
vegetables, oils, sauces and condiments, and other luxuries for European consumption
the trade was slightly smaller than in 1882-83 ; it is one of considerable extent, the 
value last year being Rs. 41,65,271. 

90. Sall.-The imports amounted to 383,089 tons, an increase of 45,024 tons on 
the trade of 1882-83, being at the rate of 13'3 per cent. The value was Rs. 62,30,110 . 

. Of this quantity 302,752 tons were Cheshire salt, 19,998 tons came from Egyptian 
Red Sea ports, 18,564 tons from Persia and Arabia (Muscat and Red Sea ports), 
21,871 tons from Italy, 10,336 tons from France, and 9,194 tons from Germany. 
Burma received 48,197 tons and Bengal 334,603 tons. 

91. Spices.-Betelnuts represented rather more than three-fifths of the whole value 
of the spices imported. The trade largely increased during the year. These nuts are 
imported most largely from the Straits.-Ceyloll and Sumatra (the latter to a smaller 
extent) furnishing the rest. Madras received about two-thirds of the whole quantity, 
that is, 20i million pounds out of 30! million pounds. There would seem to be a 
considerable difference in the quality of these nuts. those from Ceylon being much more 
highly priced than those from the Straits, while the Sumatran nuts are mote valuable 
than either. It is probable, however, that not much trust can be placed in the accuracy 
of the values furnished for this article. In Cloves there was a great fall in price.- The 
quantity imported was a little larger than in 1882-83, while values were much smaller. 
This spice is imported almost exclusively fx:om Zanzibar into Bombay. The imp or-

u 15657. e 
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tation of Pepper has been steadily declining for years and has now reached a l~w point 
As this spice is largely produced in India, whence it, is exported in areat quantities, 
there ought to be little or no occasion at all for its imoortation into th~ couutry. The 
aggregate value of the spicet:! of all kinds imported was close on 55! lakhs. 'r'ho trade 
i& but slowly increasing. ' 

92. Sugar.-Total imports of refined and candied sugar, which is the bulk of the 
trade:-

Cwt. 
Rs. 

1882-H3. 

669,348 
1,08,56,003 

1883-84-

729,321 
1,14,61,689 

Prices have fallen and have continued falling since the end of tho year. Bect 
sugar in Europe has been selling recently at from 118. to 128. a cwt., a price at which it 
is. difficult for cane. sugar. to .compete. With such a range.o.f low pric~s in Europe and 
WIth good seasons In IndIa, It may be expected that MaurItIUS and Chma Suo-ar will be 
brought in largely increasing quantities to this country, and in fact in the

O 
first four 

months of the present year the imports have been double those of the same period of 
last year. With the exception of a small quantity imported into Burma from the 
Straits the whole of the sugar brought to India is imported into Bombay. 

93. Tea.-Imports have exceeded three million pounds, value· 231 lakhs, a con. 
siderable increase on the trade of the previolls year. More than 2~ million pounds of 
this quantity were imported into Bombay. The augmentation of trade was in green 
tea, a kind which ~~imported almost exclusively for re-export to Persia and Afghan
istan. Much of it goes across the frontier over the railway to Quetta and Kandahar. 
In black tea, which is consumed in India itself. there was a restriction of trade which 
is so far satisfactory as indicating that Indian tea to some extent displaced China tea. 

94. A mu~h ~ss important class than the one which has just been treated of, 
although it containstsev.nteen more specified items. The items are :-

C~nes and.rattalJ~. 't Manures. 
Caoutchouc. ' :- _. Ndtural curiosities. 
Coal,.and 801)e. Pearls and preciou!! IIton(,8. 
Coiro . Pitch, tar, anu Ilammcl', 
Cotton. Plants, living. 
Feathers. ' Seeds. 
Flax'and he~" Shell!! and cowries. 
Glims and"::asins. Silk. 
Hides and skins. Stone and marble. 
Horns. TaUow. 
Ivory.. .. Wax. 
Jade. Wood and timber. 
Jute. . , Wool. 
Lac, stick. 

95. Coal is the most important by a long way of these items, representing about 
a third of their, aggregate va\ue. Imports of coal, coke and patent fuel :-

Tons 
Rs. 

1879-80. 

590,923 
- 1,13,82,075 

1880-81. 

683,768 
1,23,98,552 

1881-82. 

637,124 
1,Q2,OO,436 , .. 

1882-83. 

638,824 
1,01,98,835 

1883-ij4. 

708,358 
1,16,37,904 

Most of this is imported into Bombay (h!l£ a mi~1ion tons last year). In Bengal 
:Rariiganj coal is now mostly used for industrial purposes and what is imported is 
mainly if not wholly for supply to steamers. The considerable increase in the imports 
last year points to increased activity in the Bombay mills as well as to increased 
'demand by shipping. A period may now be reasonably anticipated when~ by reason 
of tha extension of railways in the nea.r future, and the reduction of freights in the 
coasting'trade, it will be possible to supply Bombay with Indian coal more cheaply 
than with imported coal. . 

96. Ootton.-'-A small trade, limited to the import of between 40 and 50,000 cwt. 
from Persia for the Bombay cotton mills . 

. ' 97. Ivorll.-There was a slight increase of' trade-462,403 Ibs. imported, being 
14,000 Ibs. more than in 1882-83, but it was still below the level of the average of 
previous years. 



98. Silk.-Imports in-
1882-1l3. 

Lbs. - 2,386,150 
Rs. - 1,07,41,556 

l r 83-84. 

a,210,893 
96,95,749 

A fluctuating trade with on the whole a tendency to increase. The silk is mostly 
Chinese, imported into Bombay for the mills there and for handloom work and em
broidery. A. fairly large quantity is imported into Burma wh~re an extensive manu
facture of putsoes and tamains is carried on by women in their own homes. It is sur
prising that no silk mill has been as yet started in that province, where the population 
extensively wear silk garments, and that silk locally manufactured by machinery has 
not taken the place, to some extent at least, of imports of silk goods from Europe, from 
Bombay, and from China. 

99. Pearls and Preciou8 Stone8.-A very fluctuating trade, but there has been a 
continuous decline in the recorded value for the last three years. Last year it repre
sented only 13-!- lakhs, but the figures are hardly trustworthy. These are mostly peal'ls 
from the Persian Gulf' imported into Bombay and whether as regards these, or as 
regards gems brought from Europe or elsewhere, it may be assumed that much escapes 
registration and that for what is registered the values cannot always be trusted. 

100. Wood.--This is not a trade of any importance. It attracts notice only by 
reason of the great increase in the imports of teak. Last year 4,600 cubit., tons were 
imported from Siam, the Straits, and Ceylon. Before 1882-83 it may be said that 
there was practically no trade. Considering this increase with the restriction in the 
export of teak from Burma, it may be reasonably inferred that that province can no 
longer supply all demands at a reasonable price. • 

101. Wool.-A little trV'e~ 2i million pounds imported .int() Bo'mbay and Sind, 
mostly from the shores of ~he Persia:n Gulf and the Meqall' coast. It is re-exported 
as I,nd,ian ~ool to Europe!. It 'i~ not~ pro.gre~sive trade.· J 

, , .. . 
102. This class is divided into six sub-cla§ses, which- cOOlprise all the most im- CLASS IV. 

portant items of merchandise i~ th~ lists of imports, those wblch constitute the staple Articles . 
and bulk of the import trade. The aggregate value of the tride in this class is ab<JUt ma~fllcd 
four-fifths of the whole Indian .import trade. ~~~tly a;anu_ 

factured. 
The total value of the trade in. the items comprised in this class wa~ last year 

Rs. 27,68,29,865, being 52l per cent. of the whole import t.rade. !;d J~~fes 
fabrics.' 

103. Ootton Twist and Yarn,.-Imports in-

Lbs. -
Rs. 

1879-80. 
33,212,952 
2,74,53,060 

1880-81. 
45,876,575 

3,69,91,768 

1881-8~. 

40,761,751 
3,22,~O,648 

1882-83. 

44,859,175 
3,37,81,904 

1883-g4. 

45,378,956 
3,46,59,429 

Very littJe twist below No. 33 wa~'\mporte~, t~e lower qualities to No. 32 having 
been to a great extent displaced by IndIan made tWIst. 

1 

104. Cotton Manu/actures.-Value of imports-

1879-80. 1880-81. 1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 
Rs. ~ 16,91,55,110 22,91,07,167 20,77,20,986 21,43,18,721 21,64,23,877 

As in the case of twist, manufactured goods exhibit a' small advance 'in value 
durina' the year, the advance however being less than one per cent. The import of 
grey (unbleached) piece goods has declined each year since 1880-81. Last fear the 
quantity imported (1.079,938,865 ·yards) was 6,346,807 :rards short of the quantity 
imported in 188.2-83. There was a ro~ch larger pr?portlOnate decrease in coloured 
piece goods, .WhICh amo~nted to 299,536,491 yards, bemg 21,399,427 yards short pf the 
trade in 1882-83. White (bleached) goods on the other hand recovered from the low 
point to which the~ fell in 1882-83~ and. an import of 342,367,839 yards was reached, 
a quantity largely ln excess of preVIOUS Imports. 

e2 
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It cannot be said that the trade in cotton piece goods, taken as a. whole, gives any 
particular indications of development. If the trade of last year is compared with that 
of 1879-80, it shows an increase of nearly 30 per cent., but the trade has made 
practically no advance on the start which was made in the following year, although in 
the interval import duties have be taken off, the population has increased, and good 
harvests have kept the people fairly comforta.ble. The fact probably is that the supply 
from Manchester has permanently overtaken the consumption of this country. Variolls 
causes have combined to lead manufacturers and exporters to keep throwing large supplies 
of goods on the Indi~ mar~ets in the hope that they would be worked off. This hope, 
however, h'lts been. dlsappomted, a.nd has been so far :!ollowed by complaints of the 
tendency to low prices and the inability of the Indian market to respond to the 
expectations formed of it. The production of piece goods in the Indian mills has, of 
course, to a sensible extent restricted the market open for imported piece goods. 
Oompared with the trade of 1882-83, imports of piece goods exhibit an increase of 5 
per cent. in quantity and of less than one per cent. in value. 

105. Flax and Hemp.-The trade does not increase. Value of imports last year 
a,little over lllakhs, of which canvas represented about half. The trade in hempen 
goods is quite insignificant. 

106. Jute.-The imports are chiefly gunny bags from Oeylon. and represent 
Calcutta bags shipped to Oolombo as a matter of convenience and economy in freight 
and thence .. brough~ to Sout~~rn Indian ports. 

107. Silk.-In piece goods of silk and of silk mixed with other maLerials thero 
was a considerable increase of trade in the year, the value having risen from 97t lakhs 
to 120 lakhs, *ith a corresponding increase in quantity~ Little less than half of the 
whole imports of -silk piece goods was taken to Burma alone, the greater part of the 
rest being imporlea iq.to Bombay. It is only in-thes~ ~W'~ pyovinces that silk is commonly 
worn by the natives. Erse;wl}.ere the use of silk is .to rr greap extent limited to the 
European. populatiOn! .• 1 ..' ......... ( :',. . , .. .. '. .-....... .. .. . 

108. The'total value,.of "inports und~r this sub-class '~&8, in. : 

1879-80. 
Rs. 

3,84,51,931 

h880-81. 
, ·Rs. 

4,33,22,336 

• 

"lip- •••• ,. • 
l~jl-8~. .' 1882-83. .-

Rs. Rs. 
4,14,34,866 5:W,77,770 

a large inctease due mainly to augmented imports' of copper and iron. 

1883-84. 
Rs. 

5,98,94,297 

Hardware and Outlery.-The value of the imports reached Rs. 81,38,871, an 
increase of about 2-!- lakhs in the year. This trade has greatly developed in recent 
years. Five or six years ago it was only about half as large as it is now. Some 
of the increase of last year is to be attributed to the importation of goods for the 
International ExhibiLion at Oalcutta. 

109. Bra.ss.-A small though increasing trade. Brass is extenl:!ively manufactured 
in India from imported copper and tin. 

110. Oopper.-There were 530,226 cwt. importe~ last year, an increase of 80,128 
cwt. on the imports 1882-83. The value was Rs. 2,20,78,413. value in 1882-83, 
Rs: 1,93,83,758, an increase of nearly 27 lakhs. Of this quantity, 163,435·cwt. was 
unwrought copper (a large increase in this), 200,889, cwt. was mixed or yellow metal 
for the sheathing of ships' bottoms and 162,259 cwt. was sheet copper and other 
manufactures of the metal. Nearly four-fifths of the whole was received fro m the 
United Kingdom: Australia sent 80,367 cwt., and China and Japa.n 24,974 cwt. 

111. Iron.-Imports in -
1879-80. 1880-81. 

Owt. - 2,111,156 2,665,604 
Rs. - 1,22,93,847 1,54,75,409 

1881-82. 
2,452,507 

1,41,43,838 

1882-83. 

3,151,935 
1,87,01-,937 

1883-84. 
3,583))62 

2,14,04,911 

With a very low range of prices for the metal an~ increased indust~al and 
railway development in India, the trade has progressed rapIdly. The largest lmports 
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are under these heads: (1) bar. (2) sheets and plates, including tinned plates, (3) angle, 
bolt, and rod. (4) beams, pillars, girders and bridge-work. (5) galvanised, (6) nails, 
screws and rivets, (7) hoops, (8) pipes and tubes. In galvanised iron, now extensively 
used for roofing, the trade has doubled within the last two years. 

The imports of Steel cave also greatly increased. The quantity has nearly trebled 
in five years, having risen from 95,953 cwt. to 253,426 cwt.; about half of the whole 
quantity consists of hoops for bales. 

112. In Tin also the trade has greatly expanded in the last five years, the quantity 
imported having risen from 20,840 cwt. to 38,988 cwt. Of this quantity all but 821 
cwt. consisted of block tin from the Straits. Imports of Lead amounted to 82,564 cwt. 
of which nearly half was imported in the form of sheets for the lining of tea chests. 
The trade is not on the whole a quickly increasing one except in regard to tea-lead for 
which of course the demand widens with the extension of tea production.. Nor is the 
trade in Zinc or Spelter an increasing one. In Quicksilver the returns indicate a small and 
fluctuating business. 

The aggregate value of the metals imported last year (excluding hardware and 
cutlery) was 51711akhs; five years ago it was 341i lakhs. The quantity has increased 
in the same period from 2,831,465 cwt. to 4,648,721 cwt. 

113. Machinery and Millwork.-The value of the imports under this head reached 
last year the large sum of nearly 179 lakhs. The figures for the last five years ltre of 
interest as indicating in some way the industrial development of the country. 

1879-80. 1880-8l. 1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 
R~. ..Rs. Rs. Rs. &s. 

61,68,327 76,98,437 1,22,10,454 1,34,23,985 1,78,88,682 

The remarkably good profit made by the Calcutta jute mills jn 1882 tempted the 
owners to make large extensiolls, t1J¥l it. is estimated that about a thousand additional 
looms were arranged for alto~~el'l Ji ew cotton mills also, are constantly being 
projectc,d and construct~,~ .... nd.r~..,th~t. industries factbry enterprise has been 
conspicuolls foc the last two oit lila-sa y~atg, :ae~_ the gJ:'Jlat increase in the imports 
of machinery and millIQri. .-Ratlte!' less than half the value" of the imports of last 
year (about 811 lakhs) r~resent~ the cost of ~am engines eJ).tire and in parts. 
Most of these were requfred for th~ ne'w cotto. -mill under construction in Bombay, 
while of the other machinery the bulk was imported 1nto Bengal; being mostly looms, 
spindles, and other machinery fo!- jute mills and leaf-drying machines for the tea 
gardens of that province and Assam.' It may be said .that drying by machinery has 
been now almost universally adopted by tea planters. In the demand for machinery 
Burma follows after Bombay and Bengal, a good deal being required for the rice and 
timber mills of the province. 'fhere are 41 rice mills in Burma.. 

114. The value of the imports of Apparel, excluding boots and shoes, has risen in D.-Ap. 
five years from Rs. 53,10,305 to Rs. 86,96,866. The increase of the trade of last year parel. 
over that of 1882-83 was as much as 10 lakhs, and that again was more than 121lakhs 
in excess of the trade of 1881-82. If this rate of progression continues the value at 
the end of the present year may be expected to approach 100 lakhs. Most of the 
imports are of Europ~an origin and consist of hats, caps, dres~es, underclothing and 
millinery generally, lmported 'from England, France, Austna, and Italy. From 
Egypt the imports valued nearly two lakhs last year, and it is said that a good deal 
of the trade is comprised in the red fez caps which are commonly worn by Turks, 
Egyptians, and Arabs, and for which the Mahommedan natives of India have acquired 
a fancy, the fashon having probably been set. by pilgrims returning from Mecca. 
These fez caps are generally supposed to be truly Oriental, though in fact they are 
most largely made in Marseilles for export to the East. The dyeing of these and the 
red breeches of the FrtJllch troops is now the main sUl'port of the madder industry 
in the South of Franc~. 

Gold and silver thread have contributed to the increase under apparel. 

115. Boots and Shoes.-The imports have increased in five years from 123,204 
pairs to 304,505 pairs, and the value of the trade from Rs .. 4,31,247 to Rs. 10,41,244. 
To a material extent this great increase is dne to the increased use of such I}orticles by 
natives. As observed last year. this increased importation has nut interfered with the 
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development of the shoemaking industry in India. This latter, in fact~ is prospering. 
for the demand for' better covering for the feet has' increased and will increase amongst 
all classes of natives, but chiefly those living in the large towns, as time goes on. 

116. In Ohemical Prod'lWt.'J and Preparal'ions the value of the trade bas increased 
from 9! lakhs five years ago to lQlakhs. The increase in tbe year was a litle uuder 
2 ~akhs. . Of the specified k~nds alum is most largely imported, copperas and sulphurio 
aCId commg next. There IS a great demand for the latt.er, and it is now laro-ely 
manufactured in the country. The imports of arsenic still increase. o. 

Cwt. 
1879-80. 

300 
1880-81. 

576 
1881-82. 

877 
1882-83. 

1,098 
1883-84. 

1,162 

It is now commonly used in. the curing of hides, and also (less commonly. it'is to 
be hoped) for less lawful purposes. 

117. D~ug.c;, Medicines, and N a?'cotic8.-Value of imports last year Rs. 43,9] ,294, 
which was Rs. 3,65,212 less than in 1881-82. There was a considerable restriction in 
the trade in Oamphor. Quinine, with a fall in price was more largely imported, 

, , 

118. Tobacco.--The importation . of cigars further largely augmented, as did 
unmanufactured tobacco, wbjle ill, manufactured tobacco a very large diminution is 
apparent. 

119. Dyeing q,nd Tanning Materials.-In this head the principal items specified are 
aniline dyes, saffron, gambier, madder or manjit, and cochineal. In this last the trade 
was very small during the year, but it is a fluctuating business which varies with 
extremely yariable prices. In all the others an. in9reased trade is manifest, specially in 
amline dyes, the imports of which hlj.ve rapidly: iic\-$Sed until in fiv~ years they have 
advanced from 2i ,million ounces to over 8 nUiliop ounc~ and the value from under 
6 lakhs to more than 111akhs. TItei:qcrease over t'be.trad:·of 1881-82 'Yas extremely 
large. Tp.es~ dyea hav~ ttken a hofd in India waich it will be very aifficuU, if not 
impossible, to shake off. So muclt.the worse for1ihe vegetaQleldyes of the country and 
for the textile fabrics on whic4 ,too~e mineral' dyes are ~ployed. The Persian 
Government in 1883 iss~ed a,d~cree prohibiting the importation of aniline dyes which 
w~re fou:Q.d tocxercise an injurious effect upon tht textile industries of the country. 
If the decree is carried out Persian carpets ,will recover and maintain their reputation, 
Sometimes one is almost inclihed to regret that the summary methods of Asiatic 
despots canno~ be adapted by a ~ree trade and civilised administration. 

120. The chief items in this sub-class are:-
1. Arms and ammunition. 
2: Art,_ works of. 
3. Books and printed mattet;. 

~-... 
14. Instruments and BppBlatu8. 
15. Jewellery and plate. 
16. Leather. 
17. Matches. 4. Building and engineering materialR. 

5. Cabinetware and furniture. . 18. Paints and colours and painters' material,. 
6. (!andles,' 
7. Carriages and carts. 
8. Chinese and Japanese ware. 
9. Clocks !Iond wa.tches. 

10. Corals. 
11. Earthenware and porcelain. 
12. ~'il'ilworks. 
13. Glass and glassware. 

19. Paper and pasteboard. 
20. Perfumery. 
21. Raih'l'ay plant Ilnd rolling fltock. 
22. Ships, parts of. 

'23. Soap. 
24. Stationery. 
25. Umbnllae. 

Tho trade in the first ten of these items has sensibly increased, and an ,'augmenta
tion of trade in.such goods is a. very fair indication of general prosperity. 1'0 some 
exteut, the increase in these and various other items in the foregoing list. sucb as 
earthenware and !pOrcelain, glassware. musical alld scientific:: instrum,el)ts" and 80 forth. 
is attributable to the importation of goods for the International Exhibition at Calcutta. 
The'fact that the imports of corals havo'lDore thnn doubledduring,the last five years 
proves the general well-being of the native pbpulation; there were 182,514 Ibs. 
lmported last yeur, 'vahle Rs. 23,1~,~~5. ,It must be added ,ho':"E.'ver that there- was a 
large display of corals at the ExhIbltIon. ' 
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121. Eartlwnware and Porcelain have also increased in value in fiye yearp from 
Rs. 12,24,837 to Rs. 23,40,697, so that the trade has nearly doubled. Burma con
tinues to take a ,disproportionately large share of these goods, nearly a third of the 
whole imports of last year, their use being much more extensive in that province than 
elsewhere, but even in other provinces platters and utensils of stone, brass, and copper 
are beginning gradually, to give way to the employment of earthenware. 

122. Gla8B and Glas8ware.-In sheet and plate glass the~e was a small increase, but 
the still comparatively trilling importation shows how slowly native dwellings are being 
improved. As a contrast one may point to China where the trade in window glass has 
large dimensions and to Japan where the trade is so large that native manufacture has 
been started to compete with it. The British Consul at Chinkiang (China) for instance, 
reporting on the trade there says that" window glass is very popular with all classes. 
" It has nearly completely driven out the paper and bottle green glass formerly used. 
" Even'the poorest mud hovels now possess a few shining squares of light in the midst 
.~ of the, dingy surroundings of the peasant proprietor, and they' are regarded with 
., proportionate. pride by the inm~tes." In beads and false pearls the trade has nearly 
doubled in five years, an indication, like the inerease in corals, of general well-being 
amongst the nati!e popUlation. The imports of glassware (unspecified) have increased 
in. the year from Rs. 29,703,31 to Rs. 32,04,900. 

The whole value of glass and glassware imported was just over 56 lakhs, which was 
more'than 7 t lakhs in excess of the trade of the previous year and 23 lakhs larger than 
the trade of five years ago. 

123. In Matches there was a reaction from the very extensive trade of the two 
previous years and the trade represented a value of only 13t lakhs which was about 
four lakhs short of the trade of 18~2-83, In the presentsear the trade is again being 
conducted on a large scale. 

124. In Paints and Colours the\-e was a small increase of trade; the value repre-
sented neaI;ly 19 lakhs.· , • 

125. Pap~r and Pasteboard.~ V:alue 37t lakhs. which w1s about four lakha in excess 
of the previous year's ,tra.de.· In printing paper the trade was restrIcted, while it 
increasod considerably in writing paper. The ~tagarh Paper Mills, near Calcutta are 
now making paper on which one of the leading daily papers or Calcutta is 
printed. A company for the manafacture of paper is being floated at Poona, entirely 
by natives, another indication of the industrial enterprise so conspicuous in Western 
India. ~ 

, 126. Bail'way Plant and Boll'ing Stock.-This important head must in future form a 
class by itself. The value of the imports for the last five years wa,s-

1~79-80. 
Rs, 

1,03,30,492 

1880-81. 
Rs. 

1,11,77,649 

18~1-&2. 

Rs. 
1,07,95,093 

IH82-83. 
Rs. 

1,11,64,342 

1883-84. 
'Rs. 

1,63,32,830 

Most of the increased imports were brought to Calcutta where the value of the 
imports rose during the year from 40 to 80 lakhs. Much material was imported there 
for the new Rohilkand-Kumaon, Bengal, North-Western, Tarkessar, and Assam lines 
of railway. In Bombay the i.ncrease, of trade. was caused mainly by the renewal of 
rolling stock on the Great IndIan Penmsula RaIlway. 

127. Stationery has become a tolerably extensive trade. Five years ago the value 
was only 9 lakhs, last year it reached 16-j, having increased steadily each year. 

128. Of Umbrellas 3,862,510 were imported, value upwards of 27i lakhs. The 
native must be very low in the social scale now who cannot sport his umbrella whene'er 
he takes his walks abroad. Chinese umbrellas, or kettisa,ls, of oiled paper are still 
imported in large numbers, though they are giving way before the British article. 

129. It is only in mineral oil, kerosene, that the trade is large. It was pointed ofisLASS v. 
out in the review of the trade of 1882-83 how the country had been flooded with . 
imports of low-class oil from the United States. Equally extensive imports were 
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made in China where this oil has been taken into as genera!' use by the Chinese as by 
the nativen of this pountry. The trade was .somewhat overdone in lS~2·83. and 
considerable stocks remained in hand unsold, with the result that there was a restriction 
of trade last year. Imports of ~erosene oil in:-

Gallons 
Rs. 

1882-83. 

19,904,082 
86,60,821 

• 1883-!H. 

13,107,267 
52,07,651 

Of other material oil the imports are comparatively trifling; they reached. only 
threE/-quarters of a million gallons last year. 

During the first four months of the present year the imports of kerosene oil have 
been on as large a scale as in 1882-!-83 . 

. 130. T.he following ta~le shows the pri~cipal articles .imported during the year. 
thelr quantIty and value bemg compared wIth the quantIty and value of the same 
articles imported in 1882-83. The last two columns show for each article whether the 
increase or decrease of trade was due to increases or decreases in quantity or in 
prices :.....,... 

1883-8 ... More or les8 tban in 1882-83. Ditference or Value due to 
ARTICLIIS. 

I I Quantity.' Value. Quantity. Value. (~uanlity. Price •• 

Good, fully Manufactured- /. Il. " • 
Cotton piece goods, grey yds. 1,079,938,865 11,979,091 - 6,346,807 - 671,306 73,9111 597,8114 

Ditto ditto, white - .. 342,376,839 4,530,308 +109,003,408 + 1,1123,109 l,!)U,717 - 321,608 

Ditto ditto, coloured - " 
299,536,491 4,656,065 - 21,399,427 - 343,178 838,841 9,831 

Metals, copper, w~ought. - cwt. 366,791 1,520,443 ,+ 45,119 + 1111,285 196,258 - 75,023 
3,387,414 2,096,«46 -

" 
Iron, " · " + 421,7111 + 266,562 1160,272 6,290 

" other sorts .. - .. 344,379 413,548 + 54,697 + 115,678 67,591 - Ill,018 

Silk piece goods (including mixE¥l I 
. 

piece goods) - - · yds. 11,550,961 1,192,784 + 1,879,700 + 218,7111 18~,320 119,892 

Woollen piece goOdA - - " 
9,316,192 957,047 + l!,383,418 ... 181,8U 266,1106 - 8',664 

Good. partly Manufactured-

Cotton twist and yarn - - Ibs. 45,378,956 3,465,943 + 519,781 + 87,753 39,142 48,611 , 
Metals, copper, unwrought - cwt. 163,435 687,397 + 35,009 + 148,229 146,977 1,2,';2 

.. tin, 
" - - " 

38,877 234,621 - 3,745 - 41,758 24,284 17,469 

" other kinds " - - " 
342,683 216,727 + 13,723 + 6,269 11,779 - 2,51Q 

Oils, mineral, kerosine - - gals. 13,107,267 520,765 - 6,i96,815 - 845,317 295,748 49,56! 

" " 
other kinds - .. 776,571 40,951 - 379,015 - 22,279 20,738 1,54J 

Silk, raw - - lbs. 11,210,893 969,575 - 175,257 - 104,581 78,895 25,68! 

. 
Raw material.-

Coal (including coke) - - tons. 695,209 1,140,678 + 63,072 + 134,758 100,366 14,38 

Ivory, unmanufactured - - lbs. 462,403 223,721 + 14,006 + 17,778 6,432 11,34 

Drugs, Liquors, and Narcotics-

Li\luors, malt . - gals, 1,264,444 303,224 -+ 90,890 + 80,901 21,145 11,71 

.. spirits, brandy - 0 

" 
403,100 321',669 - 18,048 - 16,459 14,790 J,669 

" " 
wb~key - " 

262,908 228,429 + 41,926 + 3~,423 36,238 1,185 

,. 
" 

other sorts · .. 228,412 125,000 - 78,627 - 13,835 35,558 - 21,718 

" 
winel ~ - " 

4112,140 401,138 + 3,971 + 16,568 3,651 J2,917 

" other sorts . - .. 7,198 2,917 + 466 + 166 190 - 24 

Toj>acco 0 - . - Ibs. 1,164,045 f6,056 - 320,388 - 7,553 18,045 10,492 

ood Stuffs-

Provisions, salted fish ~ 0 Ibs. 11,660,485 104,931 + 1,038,556 + 5,870 9,685 - 3,815 

.. dates - - cwt. 559,475 243,028 - 128,373 - 38,845 52,606 - 13,161 

Salt 623,011 107,827 68,612 
. 

89,215 - - 0 - tons 383,089 + 45,02. + 
Spices - - - '0 lb~. 37,405,271 557,109 + 3,941,302 + 46,255 60,167 - 13,912 

~ Sugar (refined and unre6ne4i- cwt. 786,909 1,148,370 + 64,237 + 61,409 103,799 - 42,:190 

Tea - - . . Ibs. 3,055,17U 237,614 + 304.0~5 + 44,563 21,3311 23,225 

~ 
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RE-EXPORT TRADE. 

131. The exports of foreign (imported) merchandise have steadily increased, the 
aggregate value being in- ':,'. . 

1879-80. 
Rs. 

2,22,23,250 

. 1~80-81.' 
Rs. . 

2,55,72,139 

1881-82. 
Rs. 

2,64,67,165 

1882-83. 1883-84. 
Rs. Rs. 

?,80;27,095 3,02,63,997 

Cotton goods and twist form the staple of this trade. Last year their value 
amounted to nearly 149 lakhs. being about half of the whole re-expol't trade. This 
business has increased year by year. 

The only other articles of importance are apparel, ivorj, metals, provisions, tea, 
sugar, and wool. the two last, with metals, representing comparatively large Bums. In 
silk there used to be a tolerably large trade, but it has fallen off much in recent years. 

The bulk of the trade is carried on from Bombay with the Asiati~ and African 
countries lying to the west of that port. 

''chere is no new feature to record in the trade during the year. 

EXPORTS OF INDIAN MERCHANDISE. 

132. These are classed as follows in the new form adopted in the returns. The 
figures attached are the values of the trade in each class during the last five years :-

1879-80. 1880-81. 1881-82, 1882-83. J883-84. 

RA. Rs. Rs. R~. 
! AS. 

I.-Animals - - . - 11,87,676 7,08,887 7,78,037 8,99,826 I 12,78,636 
IL-Articles of food aud drink - 15,29,70,886 18,30,91,779 23,44,90,5~9 21,46,53,285 , 24,81,2l!,916 

In.-Raw ma.teriala and unmanufac- 23,56,01,550 28,83,\'1,342 31,00,69,985 S4,()5,70,319 34,94,41,750 
tured articles. 

IV.-Articles manufactured and partly '23,40,53,687 24,16,11,276 24,25,31,586 24,06,95,356 i 24,62,84,324 
manufactured. 

V.-Oils - - - - 56,94,532 58,11,394 46,82,274 41,62,'1611 49,59,768 

Total- - - - 64,95,08,331 7' ,97 ,40,678 79,25,52,431 80,59,81,554 ' 85,00,87,394 

The principaloitems which are included in these classes are those stated below, the 
figures of the trade in each being added as above :-

Rs. Rs. .R6 .. Rs. 

I 
Rs. 

Coffee - - - - 1,62,67,465 1,59,96,688 1,44,74,650 , ,39,22,040 ] ,43,88,634 
Cotton, raw - - • - 11,14,54,528 ]3,24,17,341 14,93,59,595 16,04,90,] 74 14,38,37,2711 .. mauufuctured (including twist \ ,62, 17,468 1,90,91,343 2,01,05,160 2,57,!l3,828 I 2,85,31,710 

andYllrn). 
17,24,07,506 

I Grain and pulse -. - - 9,86,08,984 12,70,70,896 14,86,22,667 17,60,48,281 
Hides and ~kins - - - 3,7:1,80,052 3,73,35,653 3,94,87,924 4,44,37,703 4,66,37,363 
Indigo - - - - 2,94,72,265 3,57,15,814 4,50,90,802 3,91,29,970 4,64,09,906 
Jute, raw . - . - 4,37,00,325 3,93,40,296 5,03,03,023 5,84,69,259 ! 4,59,26,353 

.. manufactured - - - 1,19,53,619 1,13,06,716 ],0'1,75,886 1,48, ;8,314 1,33,41,447 
Lac, except lac dye - - - 34,88,391 56,53.001 71,03.325 69,44,052 55,53,306 
Oils - - - - - 56.94,532 58,11,394 46,82,274 41,62.768 49,59,768 
Opium - - - - 14,32,33,143 13,60,01,477 12,43,21,418 1.,48,13,764 11,29,44,601 
Saltpetre - - - - 46,97.968 35,17,283 35,94,367 38,87,662 46,44,099 
Seeds - . - 4,68,58,929 6,34,52,089 6,05,40,987 '1,20,03,365 10,08,37,583 - -
Silk, raw - - - - 51,61,570 54,82,018 38,82,631 54,41,4'l2 62,76,117 

manufuctured - - - 22,85,024 22,28,147 22,16,166 27,65,734- 28,57,836 
spices - - - - lI9,55,'l17 30,38,813 24,58,900 37,69,109 36,54,367 
Sugar, relined and unrelined - - lI0,58,713 31,1'1,fl08 59,82,317 80,87,759 94,32,185 
Tea - - - - - 3,05,10,200 3,05,42,400 3,60,91,363 3,69,94,965 4,08,38,805 
Wood- - - - 33,39,347 54,33,761 56,57,025 67,11,165 57,99,376 
Wool, raw - - - - 1,09,59.723 1,01,41,371 81,45,513 79,94,058 75,58,409 

133. The trade consists chiefly of cattle exported to the Straits and Ceylon and a 
lew horses and ponies exported to the Straits. Total value a little over 12-1- lakhs last 
year. 

134. Ooffee.-The quantity exported (about 340,000 cwt.) ,was smaller than in 
recent years. Value about 144lakhs. About 24,000 cwt. ,!era...sent to Egypt, Arabia, 
Persia and Turkey in ~s~a, 85,000 to France~ and England receiving. the bulk of 
expo:r:ts. Last year was not a better one for IndIan coffee than the preVIOUS years in 

u 15657. 

CLASS I. 
Animals, 
living. 

CLAS8 II. 
Articles of 
food and 
drink. 
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which the unfavourable position of the trade was stated. Prices still kept low and 
production increasing in 1110st of the count~ies with ~ich India and Ceylon have to 
compete. The low prices of Brazil coffee a year Of so ago, when they stood at half 
t~e price of Ceylon poff~e, induced consumers to suP~tit~te them ·for these. Java 
coffee also took its place to some extent. The result ~a$ that stocks of Indian and 
Ceylon coffee accumulated largely and prices fell heavily. 

135 Grain mni1 Pulse.-The value of this trade was last year about 18'5 per cent· 
larger than in 1882-83, but was only 2 per cent. larger than 1881-82. The year was 
one of large exports of wheat, so was 1881-82. while in 1882-83 the wheat trade was 
a good aJal smaller than in the year preceding or following it. 

The extent of the trade in grain wi1l be judged from the following figures :-

18'19-80. 1880-81. 188l-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 
Cwt. - 25,089,375, 35,804,985 49,925,981 46,556,755 49,217,863 
Rs. - 9,86,08,984 12,70,70,896- 17,24,07,506 14,86,22,667 17,60,48,281 

In round figures the quantity exported last year was nearly two and a half million 
tons, worth ovet 1,760 lakhs of rupees. This represented more than 20 per cent. of the 
whole export trade; in 1882-83 the proportion was 18i per cent. and in 1881-82 
nearly 22 per cent. 

Of the 2~ million tons, 1.352,000 were rice and 1,047,800 were wheat, all other 
.grains put together amounting to only about one hundred thousand tons. 

The principal grains exported, other than wheat and rice. are gram, oats, pulse, 
and the two millets jowari and bajra. In the comparatively smaH trade done in theso 
grains there has been up change of importance requiring notice. 

The whole value of 'the trade in these and" other sorts" of grains was Re. 36,40,000. 
being about five lakhs more than in 1882-83. The exports of jowari and bajra fell off 
a good deal while those of pulse proportionately increased. 

136. Rice.-The exports of unhusked rice are so small'that it is"unnecessary to 
refer to them particularly. Unhusked rice is Bent almost exclusively from the South 
Indian ports of Ceylon. The following figures refer to husked rice: Exports in-' 

Cwt. -
Rs. -

1879-80. 
21,908,045 

8,34,16,852 

1880-81. 

26,769,344 
8,97,16,609 

1881'-82. 
~8,519,422 

8,24,95,769 

1882-83. 
31,029,721 
8,44,00,909 

1~83-J:H·, 

26,832,186 
8,83,00,794 

So that tlJ.ere was a reduction of about 4,200,000 cwt. in. the quantity exported, 
and of eleven lakhs in the value, or of 13~ per cent. in the tanner and less than 1 t in 
the latter. 

137. The destination of the exports for the last two years may be thus 
summarised :-

1. To England and the European 
Continent. 

2. To Asiatic countries -
3. To the East African coast and 

British colonies in Africa.' 
4. To South America and the 

West Indies. 
5. To Australia. 

1882-83, 
C\\t. 

19 millions. 

" 8~ 
2 

" 
1,200,000 

70,000 

188~84. 

Cwt. 
I.6f millions. 

6i 
21 " 

" 
1,288,000 

48,000 

It has been observed in former reviews that rice is put to three uses, (1) for food, 
(2) for conversion 'into starch, (3) for conve;sion into sp~t. It is not easy to say in 
the absence of any trustworthy data what 18 the proportion used for each of these 
purposes. It is certain t~a:t all the rice which is n?t .sent to Europe is used for food, 
that is, at least 10 mllhon out of the 26f million cwt. exported last year. Of 
that portion which was sent to Europa it is not possible to say how much was 
intended for distillation, though it is known that there has been an anonnous increase 
in the employment of rIce for this purpose in recent years. I Thus, the Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue in their report for the year 1883-84 bbserve. with reference to the , . 



xliii 

producti?n of svirit, th~t the most notew?rthy. circumstance of t.be year was the largE' 
IDcrease In the use of nce and corresponding dl.Splacemcnt of gram. The consumptiOll 
for this purpose in 1880 was l>nl] 13,352 cwt., in ItS:! it was 142,101 cwt., and in 
1883 it was as m.uch as 229,2~2 cwt. In France. Germany and Italy its use for the 
same purpose has become ~<J~y common. The British Consul at Genoa, writing this 
year, says that the distillerIes' at Genoa, Milan, and Naples worked double tides last 
year in anticipation of an increase in the spirit duty-which came into effect from 
July I883-and that there were great importations of rice in consequence. There 
were 445,600 bags imported at Genoa. But the deman~ has now fallen off as thertJ is 
an estimated stock of spirit for one year in hand now, and the Naples distillery has had 
no occasion to buy its usual supply of Burma rice this year. ' 

138. The Collector of Customs at Rangoon has endeavoured at my suggestion to 
obt.ain some trustworthy information from merchants in the rice business of the 
proportions employed for each .of the three purposes specified and states the results 
thus:-

I - t 
Burma Ricc. I Bengal Rice. I Madras Rice. I Rice from 

I other Countries 

. 
Used (or food - - 71'71% 25% - 80'95% 

" 
starch - - 12'81% 14'29% 95'24% 4'76'% .. distilling - - 3'01% 57'14% 4'76% 4'7({,/o 

" 
cattle food - 9'59"/0 2' 8({,/0 - 9'53% 

Loss in cleaning - - 2'88% 0'71% - -

These per-centages refer to the quantIty exported in the calendar year 1883 which 
was taken at 912,000 tons. The figures however are given" under all reserves," and 
~t is tolerably sure that the estimated consumption of Burma rice in distillation is much 
understated. So far as ric!e is used for this purpose it competes with grains (such a.s 
barley, rye, Il\.8ize), With potatoes, with the mO'iva (Bassia latifolia) flower, which has 
recently been,ilut to the same p'urpose, and with sugar, this last being now from its 

;"tlheapness largely used for distIllation. Many qualities of sugar are now selling in the 
English market as cheaply as rice, and in some cases more cheaply. The abundant 
harvests of Europe and America, which have reduced the price of wheat to a point lower 
than has been known for the last hundred years, have also affected the price of other 
grains, and rice has struggled ineffectually to hold its ground. The extracts on the 
next page from Messrs. Fraser and Company's review of the trade for 1883 show (1) 
that the cultivators in Burma were able to maintain prices at a high level by holding 
back supplies; 11(2} that the condition of the trade was such in Europe that prices there 
did not q,ouespond with the range of prices in Burma; (3) that as a consequence heavy 
losses attended the tra.dEf, especially to speculators. It may be added that so far during 
the current year much the same conclusions may be formulated of the trade. 

. 

139. The price of rice in Burma and Bengal has been as follows :
IiI. Burma per 100 baskets :-. 

I \. I I .. 
- 1880-81. 1881-82. 1882-83 • 1883-84. 

. 
Re. Rs. Rs. Re. 

Ngasaing - - 84 to 115 60 to 86 57 to 84 88 to 104 
Ngayouk - . 80 to 112 58-8 to 82 67 to 82-8 83 to 101 

The prices given are the minimum and maximum of the average prices taken jn 
each month. The high range for 1883-84 was not so much the result of a short 
crop -for the crop, though not abundant, could hardly be Maid to be m~terially 
deficient,-as of the determination of cultivators to hold back their grain if they did 
not O'et high prices for it. The engagements made by speculators compelled them. to 
buy ~t high prices, aI;ld with the low range of prices in Europe heavy losses ensued. 

Prices in Bengal' were, per bazaar maund of 82h Ibs. : 
kL~ .L~ 

1878 - 4 3 8 1881 - 2 1 9 
1879 - 3 13 6 1882 - 2 1 10 
1880.: , - 2 13 7 1883 :- - 2 7 4 

Here al~o the avera!!e of 1883 was much higher than: ~that of the two previous 
years. 

f 2 
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EXTRACTS FROM: FRASED ,U'D Co'S REVIEw. 

The proverbial uncertai'nty characterising the course 'of 'the rice trade has been exemplified in 
a very special manner during the season just closed, and with exception p~rhaps of the "famine 
year" of 1874 we have never had ~o chronicle events afforaing ~ore anxiety or causing more 
disappointment to importers generally. ' 

Accustomed as the trade has been to increasing shipments coupled with declining prices ~t was 
naturally sceptical in regard to the reports of a. probable short erop, although some'millers, and not 
a few speculators, bought readily at the low quotations which' ruled early in the Kea.~On, thus, as it 
turned out, en.~ul'ing for themselves very profitable results with a mJnimum amount of risk. . 

It wa51 not till the end of February that rumours of a scarcity oT supplies at the rice ports first 
begun to 't>~ circulated and telegrams from Burma were daily being received advising advances in 
the prices for Lo.b. rice, and u. relative falling-off in the stocks available for export. In Akyab 
especially the deficieney was said to be most marked, and although iater on this was proved to be 
totally fallacious, yet at that time such a brisk demand for N ecransie sprang up that the f.o.b. rice 
was quoted at 58. against 48. 9d per cwt. for Rangoon, and cargoes were salea.ble on this side at a 
reduction of only 3d. per cwt. compared with Rangoon. - - - Early in April shippers began 
to forsee that, owing to the tactics pursued by the natives, it would be absolutely impossible for 
them to load the whole amount of ·tonnage previously chartered, and the only course left, open to 
them was to Itttempt i to cancel their charters wiLh the least possible loss, or to get their vesllels 
diverted to other channels. The latter alternative was scarcely feMible, and even the former was 
difficult to accomplish as fOhipowners, perceiving the Htraits to which importers were reduced, exacted 
the utmos tcompensation for cancelment, several ships being in this manner directed to Calcutta. to 
take up new engagements, Even when they had annulled as much tonnage as was practicable 
.shippers feared they had oversold, and thought it . advisable to still further reduce their prospective 
liabilities by buying back their earlier contracts at current rates. There is no doubt, as future 
events showed, that the varioufi reports about the crop 80 persistently spread were in accordance 
with previous experience much exaggera.ted, and that RtatiStiCS in no way warranted the rise that 
took place in the' value of operl charter sailers and steamers at the end of April and commencement 
of May, when the highest price of the season was paid, namely, 98. 9d., open charter for a Rangoon 
sailer. The very next week quotations give way about 6d. per cwt., only to be followed later, when 
at th(> end of June cargoe,; began to arrive off' coast, by a. sudden and complete collapse. Most of 
the~e -early sailing vessels, and some of the later steamers, wer'e in speculat.ive hands, and l'Cmem bering 
that no good had been gained ill timller times by storin~ but that on the contraryofurther loss had 
been incurred in rent, charges, and depreciation, some owners deemed it preferable to accept ther 
situation and sell to the highest bidder. Others, however, more courageous, believing the season to 
be a bright exception to ,the general rule, ordered on their ships to the United Kingdom, or even 
some foreign port, determining to try the ,;toling process once again rather than tak. whatevl'r 
millers were disposed to offer. - "" "" 4 " 

In'exact position to the previous year millers who a.dopted the policy of buying in advahce 
a.t the beginning of the season found themselves, as time went on, Dluch bedar placed than even ' 
the most sanguine among them had ever hoped, while those who delayed their .purchases until the' 
arrival of cargoes off coa.st, although managing to bring down q1lOtations to! very low basis, had 
still to pay considerably more than their neighbours who h~d antieipll.ted the coqrs~.6f.1.he m8.l'ket.· 
The unsatisfactory operations of importers indicated in the foregoing were, as in previous seasoDs, 
intensified by freight engagements on too exten.~ive a scale, and the advisability of entering upon 
such heavy settlements so long in advance, in these days of electric telegrapbs, increased steam 
tonnage, and the curtailed route via, the Suez Canal to the loading port..,. may be Cl}irly:opeil to 
question. That the native~ invariably embarrass sbippers who are hampered by': larg\! ~rrivals of, 
tonnage with smaller supplies of paddy scarcely needs remark. The speculali>rs ~ho a~ fortunate 
enough to contract at the com,menqement ll."Qd were not too extravagant in tbeir ideas must have 
made large profits and thereby undoubtedly recouped themselves for loases incurred in former 
seMons, whilst those who relied upon the much-talked-of strength of the" statistical position," and 
bought at extreme prices, found once more how delusive appearances oflen are e\'en when every
thing points 'to an almost inevitable improvement. OWing to the cheapness oC maize as compared 
with rice. the PUl'c!lMes by distillers, principally for France, were on a much smaller seale for the 
Burma descriptions, but for the Bengal kinds were much larger. At the same a noticeable feature 
'was the very great increase in the importations into the Mediterranean and southern ports, which 
amounted to 185,428 tons against 122,667 tons in the previous year. 

The export.s by steamers from Burma to Europe amounted to 313.500 tons against 332,800' 
tons last year. The highest rate paid wa'l 61s 3d" the lowest 35s., while the bulk wa'l chartered 
at about 558. pel', ton. Freights for sailers averaged 50s., touching 60s. at. one time, and descending 
to 328, 6d. fOll the usual near port range. - • - - , . r" • .. 

Burma Rice. - The pa.st season's crop has been generally disappointing in respect oC quality 8.'1, 

with the exception of a few early cargoes, both the colour and size of graUf left much to be desired. 
M.ore than three-fourths of the Necransie imported turned out to, be ~rioU81y heated, and' the 
average was considerably worse than that of the former yea.r, some ot the cop~mers absolutely 
refusing to treat for a cargo of this description when off' coast, unless they had ?previouslj seen a 
sample especially drawn fwm the ship at port of call The total fXpoI'ts from tM {our ports show 
a decrease of 48,700 tonS, the quantity bein!! 73.2.300 tons in 1~3. as 'comDared with 7S1.000 tons 
in 1~8~ II-nd 738,20,0 tons in 1881, 
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The shipments to Europe from the four ports for the past ten years were as follows .-.:, . 
I 

, 1- Ak I~ Rangoon. I I Monlmiea. I - yab. Baaseio. Total. 

I I 
Tons. Tons. Tollll. I Tons. Toni. 

1883 - - - • 165,600 37O,200 154,200 42,300 732,300 
1882 - - - 152,800 436,000 161,800 30,400 781,000 
1881 - - .. - , 117,200 412,500 162,400 45,100 738,200 
1880 - - - )58,200 341,500 140,500 17,600 657,800 
J879 - - - 73,700 340,000 130,fiOO. 50,200 ·594,500 I 1878 - - .\0 69,300 324,500 127,500 32,900 554,200 

1

1877 . . . . 73,300 289,000 97,300 32,900 492,500 
IH76 - - - 95,400 284,300 80,100 24,200 484,000 
1875 - ~. 

118,674 334,385 100,616 41,450 59.'>,125 - -
I 1874 - - - 111,250 274,500 67,625 I 16,279 469,654 

I , 
The following figures show the minimum and maximum quotations of usual open charter terms 

for the various descriptions of Burma rice during the past ten years :-

I 
I 

I I Year. Necran.ie. I Rangoon. Bas""in. MooImein. 
I 

II. d. II. d. B. d. II. d. II. d. II. d. II. d. II. d. 
187' - - 8 3 tOll 9 8 6 to 12 3 8 3 to 12 0 8 6 to 12 3 
1875 - - 7 o to 8 6 7 9 to 8 10~ 7 'l to 8 7l 7 9 to 8 9 
1876 - - 7 6 to 10 9 7 I~ to 11 3 7 9 toll 0 8 o to 11 3 
1877 - - 8 6 to II 6 8 1, ~ 12 3 8 9 to 12 0 9 3 to 12 0 
Ig78 - - 8 4t to 10 3 8 10 10 9 8 9 to 10 7i 8 9 to 10 7! 
1879 - - 8 1 to 10 It 8 6- to 10 7i 8 4i to 10 't 8 'l to 10 3 
1880 - - 8 o to 9 !i 8 3 to 9 lol- 8 10 to 9 71 8 o to 9 3 
1881 - - 7 0 to 8 7 I! to 9 3 7 0 to 8 10. 6 llt to 8 lOi 
1882 - - 6 9 to 7 9 6 9 to 8 3 6 8i to 8 0 6 lit to 7 3 
1883 - - 6 9 10 8 10~ 7 1~ to 9 8 6 101 to 8 101 71to90 

-

140. Wkeat.-' These are the figures of the trade for the last five years :-

Owt. -
Rs. 

18i9-80. 

~,195,550 
1,12,lO,148 

1880-81. 

7,444,375 
3,27,79,416 

1881-112. 

19,863,520 
8,60,40,815 

11:l82-83. 

14,144,407 
6,06,89,341 

1883-84. 

20,956,495 
8,87,75,610 

In the review, fgr 1882-83 it was observed that the exports for the first three 
nonths o£..tthe year 11883-84 were about half of the whole exports of the previous year 
mt.a douot was etpressed whether the trade would continue for the rest of the year 
l,.n the ~ame scale. The doubt was verified. If trade had continued on the same scale 
ihe exports would have been nearer 30 than 21 million hundredweight. Exports fell 
)ff sensibly after the first hal~ of the year, and though by the end of the year they 
iVe:te 48 p~,-oent. ixr excess o( those of 1882-83 they exceeded those of 1881-82 by 
mly 5} per ctnt.; an increase whiclt would not have been much for one years' trade 
:Iild Which was a small one fol' two years' trade. During the current year there has 
been a further decrease in the quantity exported, which for the first four months of 
Ghe ~eae·a:raounts to only 5,903,916 cwt., a quantity which would represent, at the tmd 
Df the year, if'trj':de continues on the same scale, not more than 17,700,000. But it is 
prObb.bfe that before the end pf the year there will be a further material decline in 
the tra e. The decrease indebd would already have been more marked had it not 
been t at merchants'had maae large forward conFracts both for tonnage and for 
delivery. of wheat in the European markets. • 

141. It has been more than once pointed out in these reviews that the trade iJl 
Indian wheat must be one of a very uncertain and fluctuating character. Its con
tinuance on a very large scale depends on the concurrence of a number of circUmstances: 
(1) abundant crops in India, (2) crops below the average in the United States and in 
Europe. (3) low rates of freight, (4) low rates of exchange_ When all these exist 
together the supply of Indian wheat which will be put on the consuming markets will 
astonish-as they have astonished-those who are but imperfectly acquainted with the 
oapacitt'of India for 'the. p~oduction of this grain. When one or other of them fails 
the margin of profit:.wtjen is so -slender at the best that exporters must work on a 
very extensive scale t-c;: 'obtain appreciable returns, shrinks in such a degree that the 
expo"rt will be carried on 'either," to fulfil engagements already entered into, or as an 
unavoipable a1tfrnative tQ paying for imports in m!lney. This year the second of the 
factors which' must be pres~t,..to make the wheat trade profitable has been absent. 
The harvests have been abundfyit'in the United States and in Europe, stocks in hand 
are large, and the supplieS'loin·._eXistence or in prospect are so considerab;te that 
the price .of wheat in' Eng~a.:nd has fallen to as Iowa point at has been known for a 
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hundred !years. . Prices have not simila.rly fallen in India, and though it has been stated 
in a very positiv~ way t~at India .can produce w~eat at a II?1;lch lower cost than ~he 
U niteQ States-an assertIon to whICh I ventured for f~asons gIven to demur altogether 
-the fact remains that India, in present circumstances, cannot atl'ord to sell her 
wheat) with profit for the price offering lin LQndon of 378. a quarter and even less, 
The average price of wheat in England has been, in-' • 

1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 18!!4 (first half) 

44s. 4d. 45s. 4d. 458. ld. 418. 7d. 378. 8d. 
In the first week of 1884 the average was 398. a quarter, and by the end of 

Febru~ry it had gone steadily down to 368. lId. Then there was a rise to 388. ld.' by the 
end 01 March, and the average for, the three months was 378. 9d. In April it was 
37s. 2a., and in May 38s. 2d. The price fell to 37,. in June, and the average for the 
three months was only 378. 6d. a quarter. Since then prices have actually fallen as 
low as 348. a qu~rter. Now, to leave a profit at all Indian wheat must sell for 398. or 
'40s. a quarter when prices in India and freights are both low. The pro jO'l·ma. invoice 
which I gave in the last review showed that with wheat at Rs. 21-2-0 a maund in 
Calcutta, freight at 40 8. a ton, and exchange at 20d. the rupee, cost was only just 
covered by a price in London of 408. 8d. a quarter. 

142. Below is given the average price of wheat (No.1 soft white) at Bombay per 
candy of 756 lbs., for each month from 1878:-

Tanuary-
ebruary F 

M 
A 
M 

arch -
Jlril -
ay -

June . -
uly -J 

A 
S 
o 
N 
D 

ugust -
eptetnber' 
ctober -
ovember 
ecember 

Average -

I 

1878. 

Re. a. p. 
39 8 0 
38 4 0 
38 3 ,2 
38 12 0 
39 4 0 
38 8 0 
37 4 0 
36 12 9 
38 .0 0 
38 12 0 
3'7 3 2 
37 12 0 

38 211 
or 

24 311 
per qr. of 

4801bs. 

18'79. 1880: 

Rl4. a. p. Re. a. p. 
34 8 0 37 6 4 
37 4 0 36 2 0 
38 9 7 35 0 0 
37 12 0 33 3 2 
38 6 4 31 4 0 
37 8 0 31 ~ 0 
37 6 4 29 9 7 
3Q 12 0 30 4 0 
36 6 0 30 10 0 
41 14 0 31 12 9 
40 12 9 31 6 0 
38 5 4 :n 4 9 
--,-

3'1 15 4 32 6 9 
or or 

24 1 7 20 9 4 
per qr. of per qr. of 
480 Ibs. 4801bs. 

1881. 1882. 1883. I 1884. 

'R". a. p. RI!. 3. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p 
30 0 0 33 8 0 2910 8 29 2 8 
27 8 0 33 2 0 32 H 0 29 1 '7 
27 9 'l 30 13 4 30 8 0 28 0 0 
27 8 0 31 8 0 31 2 8 27 0 0 
28 0 0 32 11 2 31 0 0 26 8 0 
28 10 0 32 10 0 30 14 0 25 6 0 
30 8 0 33 2 0 3214- 0 26 'I 7 
32 4 9 32 6 4 32 8 0 26 6 0 
33 8 0 3) 0 0 32 If, 0 
33 12 0 32 4 0 31 2 0 
33 0 0 31 11 0 30 6 G 
29 0 0 30 10 0 30 2 8 -------- I 

30 1 8 32 1 10 31 ,,10 Z2i 3' 3 
or or or',- or 

19 1 10 20 6 3 19 14- 0 17 4 4 
per·ql·. of per qr. of "per.t}~. "Of perAr.,o( 
4801111. 4801b!l. 480 los. 4801bl. , . 

• 
143. For Calcutta the average price ~f wheat (Doodiah, or No. 2 cluq),'per.ba:zaa~ 

maund of 82/0' lbs., .is also given below:-

-l 1878. 1879. 1880 • 1881. , I · 1882.. • 1883. I 1884. 
, . . 

Rs. a. p. Rs. 0.. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.' Re. a. p. 
January - 3 .5 0 3 6 6 3 7 0 211 0 2 14 6 2 12 6 2 8 3 
February 3 6 0 3 8 6 3 4 0 2 9 0 214 0 2 IS 0 2 8 3 
March - 3 8' 6 3 7 0 3 4 3 2 fo 6 2 12 0 2 13 9 2 9 3 
April - 3 10 6 3 7 0 3 0 6 2 8 (J 2 11 0 2 13 3 2 '7 9 
May - 3 10 6 3 6 6 211 9 2 8 0 2 13 0 2 12 6 2 7 4 
JUDe - 3 6 0 a 6 6 2 11 10 2 8 6 214 0 2 J2 7 2 8 0 
July - 3 8 0 3 '1 0 210 9 2 9 4 214 6 212 9 2 S',6 
August - 3 .. 0 3 6 9 2 9 6 2 12 6 2 14. 6 2 13 0 !! 1 0 , 
September 3 4 0 3 8 6 2 10 0 211 0 212 8, 2 12 9 
October- 3 5 0 313 0 210 0 2 13 6 2 13 ((1. 2 9 6. 
November 3 6 0 3 9 9 214 0 2 14;:0 ! 13, 9. 2 9 6 
December 3 6 0 3 6 8 2 15 0 2 ).3' ~~ .' ,2.,1', ~6 2 10 0 

. ' .. 
~----I • 28 Average. 3 7 0 3 7 10 214 ii 'll.J.O ~ , ,<,2 13 3 2 12 3 0 

or or or ., .... ~01' '\ ,or ' or or 
20 1 5 20 6 4 16 15 3 .J5 9' ~ , .. 16" 8 I> 1$ '2 7 14 10 0 
per qr. of per qr. of per qr. of per qr. of .;p~t-·qr. or ' ~. per' qr. of per qr. of 
4801bs. 480 Ibs. 4801hs. 480 Ibs .• ~ • ,\8Q Jbs; '; . ' ~80 lbs. 480 lbs . , '1~ :,.; VI -, J , 

, • ..L' • . -, 
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, ,It will be noticed that in 1883 the' price in Calcutta ran~ed highe~ than Its: 2-12..:0 
a maund and that at Bombay wheat cost even more in 1883. The price of wheat in 
India at the present mllment ie lewer. than it has been at any time during theJast six 
years, but the effects of scarcity on prices were felt until 1880. 

144. Those persons· who have been clamouring for the immediate construction of 
railways all over the country for the accommodation of the wheat trade would probably 
have been less vociferous if they had analysed the facts connected with the wheat 
trade. No person probably wpuld dream of contesting the value of the extension of 
railways in India on a judicious and well considered plan with due regard, to the 

.1inancial capacity of the country. But the construction of railways in the manner so 
recklessly proposed on view simply of one year's trade in wheat. the extent of which 
was the result of a combination lof circumstances hardly likely again to occm:, would 
have meant profit to the makera o,f rails and railway material but loss to everybody 
else. 

145. Everything or present points to the continuance of low prices for another 
year at Jeast. The crops of the United States are the largest they have ever had, 
exceeding the average crop of the last five years by 60 million bushels according to 
careful estimates. The English harvest has bsen abundant and the area under wheat. 
was larger than in 1883. The production of all European countries, Russia, France, 
1taly, Southern Europe generally, and of the Australian Colonies, has been above tha 
average. There is not therefore a bright prospect, as far as can be seen at present, for 
Indian wheat for the next twelvemonth, for it is not unlikely that prices may touch even 
a lower ll'lvel than that already reached. To make the trade profitable, even possible, in 
these circumstances, it is essential that the charges which weigh on Indian wheat between 
the time when it leaves the cultivator's hand and its arrival in the stores of the European 
miller should be lessened. Lower cost of transport in India, lower rates of o~an
freight, reduction and elimination of unnecessary handling at railway stations and ports of 
$ipment, the substitution of expeditious methodfl of loading and unloading for the clumsy 
and primitive methods now obtaining, more care in cleaning and classing the grain, 
are indispensable. All these matters however have already been commented on in some 
detail in the review written last year, and so much has been written and spoken on the, 
subject during the last twelvemonth that it is perhaps not necessary to go over the 
ground again . 

. 146' .. The exports of last year were thus distributed . .. 
United Kingdom 
France 
Egypt (nominally, but reaUy for the Continent,) 
Belgium 
Italy 
Holland 
Malta 
Ot1a.er European countries .-

Total for Europe 

cwt. 
10,508,210 
3,397,908 
3,305,999 
2,593,577 

445,522 
192,750 
124,413 
185,729 

20,754,108 

Leaving 205,199 cwt for Mauritius, Reunion, the East African Coast and the Cape; 
55,647 for Aden, Arabia. Ceylon, the Straits, and the Me~n coas~; and 41,362 cwt. 
for South America, a total of only 202,387 owt. for countnes outsIde of Europe. In 
round figures a little m?r? than half of all the ~xports was sent to Engla~d, and the 
remainder or half a millIon tons was taken direct to the European contment, only 
ten thousand tons being consumed elsewhere in Asia, Africa, and South Ameripa. 

.. 147. 'In reganr~the trade with Italy the British Consul at Genoa writes that 
Indian wheat is now be~ttg imported for the manufacture of maccaroni and is found to 
give satisfaction. thq !fw:o- gi-ea(j:;'entres of this manufacture have always been Gen~a 
and Naples, but a new establ.j:Sh~(lDt on a very large scale has been ~et up at Turm 
and this mar give rise t,?' !~:r:e~sed ~sine8s in Indian wheat. The Imports now, he 
says, are very large and l4ete'aslDg. -'i.' \ 

~* 'I (- t .. '" T .,. ,.. 

148. Li~a~i{~~ i;'be~inning to be exported in tolerably large quantities. The 
trade has:ri~efi'ft:cim'''l:<>thinrti.vA'years ~go (1878-79) to four gallons~ then 50 gallons, 
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then 29,013 gallons, an~ last y~ar 93,324 gallons· (value 4l lakhs) were exported 
almost all to the United Kingdom, and shipped from :Madras. The trial shipmentS 
must have been satisfactory to produce such an exten&live t;ade in such a short time. 

149. Provisions.-The exports have risen f\ieadily from 20'6 lakhs in 1878-79 to 
30'3 lakhs last year. The items comprising this trade are mainly fish maws and shark 
fins sent to the Straits, flour for Aden and Ceylon, dried and preserved fruits and 
vegetables of which a considerable proportion is for Ceylon, ghee for Mauritius, the 
Straits, the Coolie Colonies generally, and the neighbouring coasts of Africa aud A&ia. 
lard f(lr Mauritius and Reunion, salted fish for Ceylon.' While ghe" continues to be. 
as it is., an extensive export from India and an import on a smaller scale only from the 
pastoral regions adjoining Sindh, it seems unnecessary to consider the probabilities of 
establishing the manufacture of ghee in Queensland and importing it thence for the 
supply of India. Attention might with profit be diverted from this question to many 
more practical methods of increasing trade. For instance it might be considered why 
India as yet exports less than eight million pounds of flour and that chiefly. for the \ISe 
of the garrison at Aden and for the neighbouring island of Ceylon. Why cannot India 
compete with the United States in the export of flour to England as she is doing in 
the export of wheat? It is a very profitable industry, and one that can be carried on 
in India as cheaply ss anywhere. 

150. Spices.-A reduction in value from 37'7 lakhs to 36'5 lakhs, the result of a 
'restriction in the trade in Pepper: exports of this article in 1882-83 were however 
unusually large. In Ginger and Cardamons there was an increased trade. 

151. Sugar.-The trade In sugar, refined and unrefined, has increased in a very 
J}otable way of late. 

The figures are-
REFINED SUGAR. 

1879-00. 1880-81. 1881':'82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 

Cwt ... 44,963 18,915 34,010 111,274 203,693 
Rs. - 5,91,65'2 3,24,562 5,05,854 13,02,331 22,86,004 

UNREFINED SUGAR. 

1879-80. 1880-81. 1881-82. 1882-83. 1883-S4. 

Cwt. - 279,616 515,259 883,483 1,207,424 1,426,827 
Rs. - 14,67,061 27,92,946 54,76,463 67,86,428 7!,46,181 

.. 
The quantity of sugar exported last year exceeded that of 1881-82 by 77 per 

cent., the value of the trade being 58 per cent. larger. This year (1881-82) is taken 
for comparison with last year because the duty of 5 per cent. on imported sugar was 
taken off, w.ith other import duties, at the end of tkat year (in March 1882) and tae 
remission w8:s vehementl! opposed by the representative in t~e Legislative Council qf 
the mercantIle 'commuDlty of Calcutta on the ground that It would assuredly bring 
about the extinction of the sugar industry in Bengal. The prediction so far has been 
singularly falsified, and if the trade should collapse now, after having had for two full 
years since the tlbolition of the duty a far more flourishing existence than it had ever 
previously known, Its decay must be attributed to other and wholly different causes 
than the removal of a protective duty. At present however there is no sign of decay, 
and this is all the more remarkable considering t1!e condition of the sugar markets in 
England to which most of the Indian sugar is sent. 

. To quote the Statist (August 30, 1884): "It is known that sugar bas been falling 
" for a long time, but the extent of the fall is not generally appreciated, the fact bas~ 
cc not been brought home tp the public so clearly as to those engaged in the trade. 
" Retailers of sugar, as well as. bakers, maintain prices in many cases quite ai&"~ 
" proportionate to the wholesale figure, and secure much larger profit than is currentlr' 
" believed to be the case. This state of affairs, and the fact that prices have that 
" month been quoted at the lowest ever recorded, memt inquiry as to wh~t prices are~ 
" and what are the causes of the fall. First as to' price. The lowest points touched 
" a few days ago were as follows :- •. ' . '. . 

Tate's, Martineau's, and Duncan's 
Austrian beef, 88 per cent. -
Manilla, unclayed -

. ''':.. . "238. 6d. per cwt . 
.... ~ . :12£:&. " 
.. , 8a. &1. " 
';. ' ". 



.. In other words, the price of tho best brands of refined' lump' sugar is 2}d. per 
Of pound in bulk, and low-grade' moist' sugar has been sold wholesale at less than a 
" penny a pound. These prices are from 30 to 50 per cent. below those of three years 
,. ago, and seven or eight years ago the lowest class quoted above at about Ss. 6d. per 
.. cwt. was as high as 228. to 238. per cwt. :;. * * The truth would appear 
" to be that more has lately been produced than there is need of. The Continental 
" make has been stimulated by bounties, while at the same time colonial planters, 
.. under pressure of meeting interest on mortgages and to cover advances made by 
.. bankers have been forcing produce on a glutted market.. '* * * The 
.. production of beet sugar in E'urope has grown enormously and rapidly, especially in 
" Germany, where it is estimated the gtowth will shortly be equal to that of all the 
" rest of Europe combined. Last year's estimated Iproduction was 925,000 tons, and 
" this year there is about 15 per cent, more ground than last year under beet. Thirty 
.. years ago the total amount of sugar produced in Europe from beet was about 
" 160,000 tons. Now the yield has been estimated at just 2,21:0,000 tons." 

152. Tea.-Exports in-

Lbs. -
Rs. 

18i9-tlO. 

38,173,521 
3,05,10,200 

1880-81. 

46,413,510 
3.05,42,400 

1881-82. 

48,691,725 
.3,60,91,363 

1882-83. 

57,766,225 
3,69,94,965 

1883-84. 

59,911,703 
4,08,38,805 

Of this quantity of close on 60 million pounds exported last year only 686,514 lbs. 
were sent elsewhere than to London. that market taking as nearly as possible 99 per 
cent. of the whole exports. Many efforts have been made to open out new markets in 
the United States, in Australia, and in Holland, with very poor results. The trade 
with Australia after promising well for a time has practically collapsed for the present. 
Only 379,204lbs. were sent to the colonies last year, and this year the exports have 
been on a still more restricted scale. They are in fact as low as they were in the years 
previous to the Melbourne Exhibition of 1880-81 which first specially attracted the 
attention of the colonists to Indian tea. One cause of the decline in the trade was 
that the London market was very favourable for Indian tea, and prices on the whole 
were so well maintained that shippers of tea from Calcutta looked at other markets as 
being of quite secondary importance and not worth the trouble of considering. On the 
'other hand stocks of both China and Indian teas in Australia were very large, importa
tions from both countries in 1882 having been made on an extensive scale. Prices 
consequently fell to so Iowa point that in some cases shipments of Indian teas were 
actually bought in Melbourne to be re-shipped to London where \hey were sold at a 
profit to the colonial ~hipper. . Transactions of this k~d naturally irritated the 
shippers. of the:>e ~as from IndIa, .for they had been shIpped for the pur~ose ~f 
establishmg a colomal outlet for Indian tea, aud that colomal traders should m thIS 
manner make a profit, which wou}d h'lYe gone to the Iudian owner if he had not 
deliterately preferred Melbourne to London in order to found a trade, was displeasing 
to the exporters, who regarded the business as sharp practice of which they were the 
victims. The outcome of this feeling and or the good prices in London was that the 
Melbourne market lost favour, and some men declared that they would never ship tea 
to the colonies again. On the other hand some persons in the colonies who were 
interested in the introduction of Indian teas employed injudicious methods to extend 
consumption. By lectures, by pamphlets, by newspaper articles, by reports of chemical 
analyses they sought to prove that the China tea imported for colonial consumption 
was ad~lterated rubbish unfit for human consumption. Importers of that tea and 
grocers who dealt in it saw their reputation and trade imperilled and defended them-

. eelves vehemently and certainly with some success, for the reckless and sweeping 

. assertions of the advocates of Indian tea could not be satisfactorily proved. Strong 
feeling was aroused, and the controversy has been the reverse of advantageous to Indian 
tea. '£hat there is a ver1 wide field. with increasing capacity, for the consumption of 
Indian tea in the colonie~ is a fact of which there can be no question. But tact and 
discretion are r~quired to ,work a I\e\V~trade. 

153. The exports to the United St*s only amoWlted to 198,612Ibs. Here also 
discreet enerery is wanted for the·, gtadual introduction of Indian tea. Eventually this 
may and sho~ld becotne a ~ve!l, importa;,-t market, second only: to the. En~lish ma:rket, 
but it will be a work.of tIme- and patience. At present IndIan tea IS still practIcally 
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CLASS III. 
Raw ma
terials and 
unmanu
factured 
articles. 

I 

unknown there, dthough the British Consul at New York says that Indian teas are 
gro'Ying in favour for mixing purposes and have obtained a footing which they will 
retam. 

To Holland not lnore than 11,670 Ibs. were sent. 

154. The area. of land under tea. in 1883 compares thus with the area of 
1882:-

1882. 1883. 
Acres. Acres. 

Bengal - 48,128 49,753 
Assam 178,851 189.453 
Punjab - 7.643 7,964 
North -Western Provinces 7,939 7,819 
Madras (including Travancore) - 5,517 5.423 
Burma 160 160 

---- ----
Total :>48,237 260.571 

The total area for 1883 was 260,571 acres, say 261,000 acres, which is about 5 per 
cent. in excess of the area in 1882. 'rhat again was 12 per cent. in excess of the area. 
of 1881. 

The yield is stated to have been 2,171,201' pounds in Assam and Cachar, 10,703,000 
pounds in Bengal, 1,300,000 pounds in the Punjab, 1,202,147 pounds in the North. 
Western Provinces, 529,490 pounds in Madras, and 706 pounds in Burma. This 
makes a total for all India of about 66 million pounds. With the exception of 
315,600 pounds of green tea produced in Kangra., 1,059,128 pounds in Assam. 44,130 
pounds in the Nilgiris, and 59,051 pounds in the North-Western Provinces (total of 
green telt 1,477,909 lbs.), the whole of the yield was black tea. This yield of 66 
million pounds, if it is correct, would indicate that 6 million pounds were left in the 
country after the export of 60 million pounds. Of this a large quantity, about ono 
million pounds, was taken by the Commissariat for the troops, and about three-quarters 
of a million were exported across the frontier to Afghanistan and Yarkand. leaving 
about 4t million pounds to be held in stock and for consumption by the population in 
India, European and native. 

From Ceylon the exports of tea last year amounted to Ii million pounds, and it is 
expected that this year they will reach 2i millions. The colony is increasing its tea 
production at a rapid rate, and in time Ceylon tea may become a serious competitor in 
the London market with Indian and China tea. 

155. The items tomprised in this class are-
1. Bora-x. 15. Manures. 
2. Canes and rattans. ]6. Mowa llowers. 
3. Caoutchouc. 17. Musk. 
4. Coiro 18. Natural curiosities. 
5. Cotton. 19. Precious stoneS artd pearls. 
6. Feathers. 20. Rags and oth .. r paper-making maferial. 
7. Gums and re"ins. 
8. Hemp. 
9. Hides and skins. 

10. Horns. 
II. Ivory. 
12. Jadestone. 
13. Jute. 
14. Lac, stick. 

21. Saltpetre. 
22. Seeds. 
23. Silk. 
24. Stone and marble. 
25. Tallow. 
26. Wax. 

, 27. Wood and timber. 
28. Wool. 

Of these th,e most important are, in the order in which they are here mentioned, 
(1) ~otton; (2) seeds, (3) jute, (4) hides and skin,s, (5) wool, (6) wood and timber, 
teakwood fo~ing the bulk of the exports, (7) silk, (8) saltpetre. 

156. Ootton.-The value of the exports of cotton largely exceeds the value of:itJy 
other article exported from India. Last year it came to nearly 17 per cent. of the 
value of the whole export trade. The trade for the last five years gives the following 
quantities and values :- . 

1879--80. 1880-81. 1881-82. 

Cwt.- 3,948,476 4,541,5~9 5,627,453 
Rs. - 11,14,54,528 13,24,17,341 14,93,59,595 

. 
1882-83. 

. 6,168,278 
16,04,90,174 

1883-84. 

5,979,494 
14,38,37,278 



Ii 

The exports of last year where about 3 per cent. smaller than those of 1882-83 
in quantity and of 10 per cent. in value. Expresse1 in bales of 400 lbs. each ~he 
quantity exported was about 1,675,000 bales. In 1882-83 it was about 1,727,000 
bales. The cause of the decrease lay in the reduction of price following on large 
supplies from most, places, the crops of the United States being large, anu,the accumu
lation of stocks consequent on the continued depression of the cotton manufacturing 
industry in England. Messrs. Ellison & Co., of Liverpool, estimated that the stocks at 
the ports and reserves in the mills in September 1883 exceeded by 660,000 bales the 
stocks at the same period in 1882. The exports were thus distributed:-

United Kingdom
Italy' 
France 
Austria -
Belgium -
China 
Germany -

1882-83. 
Cwt. 

- 2,865,065 
937,934 
585,766 
764,550 
333,708 
368,556 
114,412 

1883-84. 
Cwt. 

2,696,921 
881,860 
668,151 
600,163 
458,472 
313,226 
132,535 

and the remainder in smaller quantities to other countries. To the Continent of 
Europe the exports amounted to 2,897,420 cwt., which was about 6,000 cwt. in excess 
of the shipments of 1882-83. The direct exports to the Continent are materially larger 
than the exports to England, and as more than half the quantity of Indian cotton 
received in England is re-exported to the Continent it is evident that England as a 
market for Indian cotton is of secondary importance. With the development of the 
cotton manufacturing industry in Northern Italy the supply of Indian cotton sent to 
that country has augmented greatly of late. 

157. Seeds.-The dimensions of this great trade have largely increased, more than 
doubled, since 1879 :-

1879-80. 

Cwt. 7,091,469 
Rs. - 4,68,58.929 

1880-81. 
10,229,109 

6.34,52,089 

1881-82. 
10,466,098 

6,05,40,987 

1882-f!3. 
13,139,206 
7,20,03,365 

1883-84. 

17,355,588 
10,08,37,583 

The trade of the year was larger than that of the previous year by as much as 32 
per cent. Lins~e.d, rapeseed, till, earth:nuts, and c~stor-see~ were all exported in largely 
increased quantItIes, and amongst the Important klD:.ds pi 011 seeds poppy alone decreased 
in quantity. Of linseed 8t milliops (8,543.766) cwt. where exported, a quantity 27 
per. cent. in excess of ~he previous year's trade. Of r~peseed nea:rly 4 million hundred
weight (3,945,727) WhICh was 40 per cent. more than 1D the prevlOus year. 

Til or jinjili, 2,853,382 cwt., an increase of 24 per cent. In earth-nuts the trade 
was little less than threefold that of 18S2-83, the exports amounting to 712,954 cwt., 
a very satisfactory figure considering that this is a trade of but recent origin. The 
exports of castor:seed also were more than double those of the previous year. On 
the whole, last year's trade in oil-seeds was one of very remarkable activity and of 
unprecedented dimensions. 

The exports were thus distributed :.-

. Linseedr-
United Kingdom -
France 
United States 
Egypt 
Belgium -
Holland .-
Other countries -

Rapeseed-
United Kingdom
France 
Belgium -
Germany -
Egypt -, 
Other countries -

1882-83. 
Cwt. 

- 4,694,320 
653,230 
318,531 
485,508 
187,849 
251,013 
146,663 

- 1,392,628 
810,199 
478,580 

1,932 
128,783 

9,298 

1883-84. 
L'wt . 

4,885,302 
1,416,430 
1,086,199 

378,915 
356,028 
325,521 

95,371 

1,970,395 
776,204 
671,879 
304,754 
178,792 
43,703 

g 2 



£u 

1882-83. 1883-84. 
Cwt. Cwt. 

Til or Jinjilir-
1,922,382 2,045,140 France -

Italy 206,887 419,186 
Belgium - 147,998 336,455 
Other countries - 28,147 52,601 

EaJrthrvuts-
France 91,553 332,602 
Belgium - 115,776 290,450 
Other countries - 58,414 89,902 

Poppy-
302,903 France 266,158 

Belgium - 67,122 155.773 
United Kingdom - 190,399 64,304 
Other countries - 11,118 27,993 

158. Jute.-The exports of jute fluctuate much, and on the whole it is doubtful 
whether the trade can be said to be increasing. In 1879-80 there were 6,680,670 cwt. 
exported, last year 7,017,985 cwt. 1882-83, 10,348,909 cwt. were exported, but that 
was the surplus of a crop whose unprecedent abundance sent prices down to such a 
low point as to cause cultivators to restrict the area under jute in the following year. 
Restricted as was the area the crops were not good, and the result was a diminution in 
the exports by 32 per cent. The reduction in value was not more than 21} per cent., 
so that prices were kept up, but y,he level of prices in England did not correspond with 
the level at which they were kept up in India, and the trade was not profitable. The 
Calcutta mills, which did not lay in sufficient stocks when prices' were very low in 
1882-83, were ill a bad way last year in consequence of the high level of prices for the 
raw material. 
- The exports were thus distributed :-

J882-83. 
Cwt. 

United Kingdom - - 7,834,136 
United St~tes - 2,002,731 
Austria 147,644 
Italy - 65,528 
Other countries 298,870 

The whole value of the trade of the year was 459j-Iakhs. 

1883-84. 
Cwt. 

5,534,950 
1,244,086 

115,224 
91,863 
31,862 

159. Hides and Skins.-7,345,613 hides of horned cattle and 3,780,868 skins of 
smaller ',easts,-sheep, goats, and others-were exported last year, the value of the 
trade amounting to Rs. 2,47,63.646. The trade increases but slQwly in years of good 
harvests when food and water are plentiful for cattle. Seasons of drought are always 
followed by a great increase in the exports of hides. The trade in hides last year, 
though about 13 per cent. larger than that t>f 1882-83, was also nearly as much 
below the trade of 1879-80, five years ago. Probably it must be expected that the 
export of hides will increase gradually as cultivation and the number of cattle increase 
in the c,ountry. There is a large and increasing demand for them in Europe and the 
United States which will be met until the development of the leather industry in India 
diverts this material to local tanneries. The exports of the last two years were as 
follows:-

Hides-

United Kingdom -
United States -
Italy 

I Austria 
Straits 
France 
Other countries 

1882-83. 
No. 

- 4,393,040 
545,632 
624,029 
257,882 
285,348 
252,786 
126,091 

1883-84. 
No. 

4,895,239 
598,912 
978,~92 
424,961 
105,694 
218,748 
123,067 

The Continental demand is increasing, especially in Italy, where the tanning 
. industry is becoming extensive. In that country it is said that the people who ontsid. 

of the towns formerly never wore shoes now are almost-all comfortably shod: 
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Skins. 
1882-83. 1883-84. 

No. No. 
United States - 2,948,407 3,209,745 
United Kingdom - 313,419 285,245 
France· • 54,285 169,436 
Italy 55,504 52,794 
Other countries • 24,655 63,648 

160. Wool.-A reduced trade last year, the exports-having failen frnm 21-1- million 
pounds to 20 million pounds, and the value from 79 lakhs to a little over 75-1- lakhs. 
The woollen manufacturing industry in England was in a very depressed condition 
last year and still continues so. The fact accounts for the diminished trade. Most 
of the wool shipped from India is sent to England from Bombay and Karachi. A 
good deal of it is of foreigp origin, the production of Southern Afghanistan and 
Biluchistan. . 

161. 8ilk.-There was unusual activity in this trade last year, when as much as 
673,360 lbs. were exported, which was 34'25 per cent. larger than the trade of 1882-83. 
Value of trade 52! lakhs. The silk harvest in Europe was very poor and the demand 
for Asiatic silk was lively, but unfortunately only for a time. There is slight prospect 
of this trade permanently improving. 

The exports of waste silk again increased, amounting last year to 885,395Ibs. 
So did the exports of cocoons, and it may be said here that more attention should be 
given to this branch of the trade, The reeling of silk in India is so imperfect that 
cocoons are more likely to find a ready and profitable sale in the European markets 
than silk reeled in Bengal. No doubt reeling might be improved in Bengal, but so 
many things in that province remain in need of improvement which is not given that 
there seems little use in repeating suggestions which have been made from various 
quarters for the last 14 years at least. 

The whole value of the silk trade-reeled silk, waste, and cocoons-was last year 
a little more than 62t lakhs. 

162. Wood and Timber.-The only important item under this head is teakwood. of 
which the exports for the last five years have been-

lR79-80. 1880-81. 

Cubic tons - 38,620 65,626 
Rs. - - 28,19,590 50,00,466 • • 

1881-82. 

56,37i 
50,67,917 

1882-83. 

59,187 
61,12,597 

1883-84. 

46,471 
52,54,475 

The rise of prices and decrease in the quantity are an indication both of the 
increasing s(larciliy of this timber and of the larger demand for it which has been 
created in India by the progress of construction. The scarcity, it must be said, is as 
yet manife.3ted only so far Ai! regards large logs; inferior and small logs are abundant 
enough still. Moulmein has aheady been deprived by Bangkok of the monopoly of this 
trade which it possessed until 'r~cently. 

There was a reduction in the export of sandalwood, but this is a small trade 
mainly confined to shipments to China where the wood is extensivley used for burning 
in temples. • 

163. Saltpetre. - The trade was very active last year, exports amounting to 
491,668 cwt., an increase of 23 per cent, on the trade .of 1882-83. Value nearly 46l 
lakhs. The tradfl is a fluctuating one however and Indian saltpetre in Europe has to 
struggle to make headway in competition with nitrate of soda. A good deal, however, 
of inferior quality is sent to China and the Straits. 

164. Of the other minor articles included in this class there is not much to be 
said. In borax and caou.tchouc the trade was restricted, as also in horns, jadestone, and 
precious stones and pearls. The export of rags and other paper-making material was 
slicrhtly smaller in quantity but prices rose. '!'hese go most largely to t.he United States. 
Th~re was a large increase in the trade in animal bones, of which 23,000 tons were sent 
to England, though they might more usefully have been applied to the fer~ilisatioh 
of Indian soil. The low rates of freight and lp.ck of heavy cargo must have stImulated 
the trade. Of Mowra or Mowa flowers, used for distillation, more than 269,000 cwt., 
value close on 6~ lakhs, were exported to France where, as stateu in the last review, Ii 
prOcess has been brought in operation by which good alcohol is distilled from them. 
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The low prices of all grain and of sugar have, however, affected this, trade, which has 
fallen to a low point durip.g. the present year. In wax and tallow there was an 
increased trade. 

165. Cotton Twist and Ya1'n.-This important trade has almost doubled in five years, 
having risen from 25,862,474Ibs. to 49,876,606 lbs. The value of the exports last year 
was Rs. 1,92,61,625. 

artly manu- 166. Cotton Manujactures.-The export of piece 1Z'00ds also has incr('ased in the 
11~(~)re~arm same period from 25,800,501 yards to 55,613,763 yards, the trade having more than 
tnd textile 'doubled in the five years. Grey piece goods represented a little more than 42 million 
jiabrics. yards out of' this total. The export of sewing thread and of undescribed manufactures 

also sensibly increased. The aggregate value of the cotton goods exported was Re. 
92,70,085; in 1882-83 it was Rs. 76,15,643, and five years ago 51! lakhs. 

167. The whole value of the outturn of the Indian cotton mills exported to 
foreign countries last year was Rs. 2,85,31,710; five yea1's ago it was Rs. 1,62,17,468, 
so that it has risen by 76 per cent. in the interval. 

For the twist and yarn, far and away the largest market is found in China. and 
Japan. To China 41,040,629Ibs. wpre sent last year and to Japan close on 6!- million 
pounds. It is easy to understand therefore the concern caused to shareholders in the 
Bombay mills l?y the o~tbreak of ho~ti1ities bet,,:een France and Chit;ta. It may be 
hoped that the mterruptIOn to trade wIll not be senous or of long durabon, For piece 
goods the largest outlets are found in Eastern Africa and Arabia, China and Japan 
taking comparativeiy but little. The millowners are again talking of sending a 
representative to work for'the enlargement of present markets and the opening out of 
new ones. They will act wisely if they do this, but they have been talking of it for 
a long time. These markets take unbleached goods mainly, the principal consumers 
of coloured cottons being in Ceylon and the Straits. The preparation and export of 
bleached goods are yet in their infancy. 

168. There were 74 mills at work at the end of last year in India, with about 
16,300 looms and 1,870,284 spindles, and- employing about 62,000 operatives. New 
mills are still in course of erection in Bombay and elflewhere in British territory and 
one is to be erected at Gulbarga in the dominions of the Nizam. Many adiiitional 
spindles have also- been set at work in the existing mills. Of these mills 39 are in the 
city of Bombay and 17 in the Bombay Presidency, or close on 80 per cent. of the 
whole number in India. 

169. Jute Good~.-Although tho number of gunny- bags exported exceeded the 
number exported in 1882-83 by nealy 3 millions, . the total number being 63,645,984, 
the value of the trade Rs. 1,25,62,589 was smaller by 17 lakhs. The whole value of 
the trade in jute goods of. all kinds, bags, cloth, and other sorts, was Rs. 1,33,41,447. 
The vast expansion in the trade in seeds and grain of course created a corresponding 
increased demand for bags on the spot. The mills however have not been doing a 
profitable business lately, for with a reduction in the price for bags there has been an 
increase in the price of raw jute. The number of mills and of spindles at work has 
increased however as will be seen from the figures below :-

188~3. 1883-84. 
Number of mills 20 21 
Number of looms 5,633 6,139 
Number of spindles 95,737 112,650 

Of mill-made bags 15,685,070 were shipped to the United States, 14l millions to 
Hong-Kong (la:rgely for the United States too), 11,677,948 to Australia, nearly 9 
millions to the Straits, 2,269,218 to the United Kingdom, and the rest in smaller 
numbers to Asiatic countries, to the Cape, Mauritius, East Africa, E~ypt, and South 
America. 

The trade in gunny cloth is small and the chief outlet for it lies in the United 
States to which it is shipped direct and via China. 

170. Silk Goods.-Total value a little more than 28j-lakhs. Most of the exports 
are piece goods sent from Bengal to England and France. A small increase in trade 
last year. 

171. Woollen Goods, on the other hand, exhibit a material decrease from Rs. 
15,~3,494 to Rs. 12,07,003. The number of shawls exported rose from 12,090 to 
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12,754, but the value teU from ~s. 7,71,718 to Rs: 5,42,6?5. An unsatisfactory trade 
at present, for shawls of any kmd are not much In fashI.9n and the use of Kashmir 
shawls especially is very limited everywhere except in IndIa itself . 

. 172. Metals.-This is a: very sm~ll trade (4f lakhs only) great part of which 
conSIsts of ornamental ware III brass and copper sent-to Europe, a; trade not susceptible 
of large development, and pots and pans to Coolie Colonies. 

173. Opium.-Exports in-

Chest 
Rs. 

1882-83. 

91,798 
11,48,13,764 

1883-84. 

91,963 
11,29,44,601 

So far as it is necessary to mention in this review a trade which is of such If, 

peculiar charact~r, and which ig d~alt with in great deta:il. in other special reports, it 
has been suffiCIently referred to lD the paragraphs notlClDg the trade of India with 
China, tb.e Straits, and Cochin China to which countries all but 144 chests were 
shipped last year. From Bengal 53,719 chests were exported and from Bombay 
38,244. 

174. Tobacco.-Both leaf tobacco and cigars were exported in greatly increased 
quantities and the aggregate value of the trade rose from 11 i lakhs to 16! lakhs. The 
exports of leaf tobacco were thus distributed:-

1!l82-R3. 18fl3-84. 
Lbs. Lbs. 

United Kindom 4,370,020 9,117,632 
France 88,148 2,703,484 
Aden 3,335,256 2,672,041 
Mauritius 663,141 1,022,926 
Gibraltar 461,000 784,260 
Belgium 87,500 760,000 
Straits 468,655 679,712 
Arabia 572,475 203,878 
Other countries 607,354 633,343 

and of cigars-
1882-83. 188;J-84. 

Lbs. Lbs. 

Straits 122,117 144,140 
United Kingdom 51,547 53,316 
Ceylon 16,451 24,135 
Other countries 29,904 30,335 

~ 

Most of the leaf was Rangpur tobacco exported from Calcutta. only 4 million 
pounds being shipped fron~ Bombay and Madras. Th~s last province however 
produced' about half the CIgars exported. As the qualIty of manufacture keeps 
improving it is to be hoped that. an increasing external demand will be found for 
Indian cigars. 

115. Dyeing and Tanning Materials.-The trade in Indigo which is much the most 
important item under this hea..d, indeed the only really important item, was very active 
during the year. The quantIty exported, 16.8,590 cwt.. was 19'5 per cent. In excess 
of the quantity in 1882-83 and also largely In excess of the trade of previous years. 
The value of the shipments is recorded as Re. 4,64,09,906, which also was 18'6 per 
cent. in excess of the value in 1882-83. The indigo crop was again a good one and 
prices were on t"?e wh~le ~ell m~intaine~, which is not always, ~or even often, ~e case 
when the quantIty of mdigo available for the European market IS large. ConSIderably 
more than half of the whole crop in Upper India and Bengal was produced by native 
cultivators, who have so very largely extended ~heir cultivation in the North-Western 
Provinces that there only a very small proportion of the whole crop (15,300 maunds 
out of 73,000 maunds) was produced in 1883 by Europeans. In Bengal and Behar on 
the other hand the industry is still mainly in the hands of Europeans. A considerable 
quantity was shipped from Madras (51,724 cwt.), but the quality of Madras indigo is 
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much inferior on the whole to that. shipped from Calcutta (110,015 cwt. last year). In 
Madras the dye may be said to be exclusively produce~ by natives. . 

The shipments were thus distributed :-

United Kingdom 
United States 
France -
Egypt -
Austria· 
Persia -
Asiatic Turkey 
Italy 
Other Countries 

. 1882-83. 
Cwt. 

- 60,645 
- 27,285 
- 15,513 
- 16,076 

t:>,394 
6,077 
4,033 
1,607 
1,411 

Il:Itl3-lH • 
Cwt. 

93,386 
21.194 
17,39G 
12,8G9 
12,403 
4,593 
3,477 
1,678 
1,594 

176. Gutoh and Gambier.-There were 302,302 cwt. e~ported, value Reo 3511akhs, • 
a considerable increase on the trade of the previous year. More than two-thirds were 
shipped from Burma direct: in former years this substance was sent from Burma 
to Calcutta, thence to be shipped to England and the United States, which between 
them receive two-thirds of the quantity shipped. 

177. In Myroholams there was a small decline in trade on that of 1882-83, but 
its dimensions still materially excel:'ded those of previous years. Quantity exported 
447,719 cwt, value 18~ lakhs. Of this quantity 431,053 cwt. were exported to tho 
United Kingdom. To Australia 'Only 4,825 cwt., value Rs. 22,525 were shipped. This 
trade should have attained much larger dimensions since 1880 when the qualities of 
this useful tan were made known to colonial tanners at the Melbourne Exhibition. 

The chief items under' this head are hides and skins, dressed or tanned, and shell
lac and button lac. 

178. The trade in the former again shows an increase, though not a large one on 
this occasion. 

RIDES. 

1879-l:S0. 1880-RI. 1881-82. ]882-83. 1'l83-S-1. 

No. - 801~750 1,095,453 1,197,819 1,3G7,843 1,331,4G8 
Rs. - 20,24,571 35,21,015 45,29,429 54,3G,591 51,43,279 

SKINS. 

1879-80. 1880-81. ]8S1-82. 1882-S3. 18S3-~4. 

No. - 11,487,764 12,387,460 14,427,908 15,285,143 15,695,114 
Rs. - 1,15,63,118 1,26,18,615 1,46,60,302 1,67,67,613 1,67,30,438 

This tanning industry is mostly practised in the :Madras Presidency and the 
resulting product find8 its chief market in England. The United States and a few 
European countries take small quantities, but the bulk of the shipments is to England. 

179. In manufactured lac there was a somewhat heavy decline, exports amounting 
to only 111,647 cwt., which was nearly 17 per cent, less than the exports of 1882-83. 
Prices in the English market kept generaJIy low owing to the accumuhtion of stocks 
in excess of demands. 'The value of the trade was 55~ lakhs. 

Of other articles in this sub-class it is not nec('l;sary to write, none of them being 
of any particular importance. The only items which represent any substantial value 
are coir goods, cordage and rope, and oilcake (Rs. 13' 7 lakha, 4 . 9 lakhs, and 3' 7 lakhs 
respectively) .. In cordage and rope there was. a considerable increase, while the other 
two items show a diminished trade. 

180. Total trade :-
1879-80. 

Gallons - 4,205,815 
Rs. - 56,94,532 

IRSQ-S!' 

4,999,184 
58,Il,394 

1881-S2. 

4,305,176 
46,82,274 

1882-Rll. 

3,644,632 
41,62,768 

IS83-84. 

4,337,151 
.49,59,768 
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Castor oil represents three-fourths of this trade, a.nd the shipments of this oil have 
been thus distributed :-

Gallons. Gallons. 
1882-83. 1883-84. 

United Kingdom 1,569,112 1,578,670 
Australia. • 454,6R4 823,851 
Straits _ 169,301 206,606 
Mauritius - 84,460 126,441 
Hong-Kong 82,278 109,529 
Ceylon • 90,855'. 109,429 
Other Countries 120,898 147,537 

Cocoanut oil, the only other kind of importance, was shipped mainly to the United 
Kingdom and France. Total trade 988,514 gallons, value Rs. 11,82,896. 

Elsewhere in this review attention has been drawn to the fact, to which attention 
has repeatedly been drawn before, that oil seeds are exported in enormous quantities 
while the country possesses the capacity of resolving them into oil and might export 
the manufactured article on a large scale. Oil mills at Calcutta or Bombay for the 
expression of oil for export would be a remunerative industry, as they have in fact 
already proved to be as far as the business has been carried. 

181. The following table shows for the principal items whether the increase or 
decrease of value in each case was due to increase or decrease of quantity exported or 
of prices :-

1883-84. More or less than in 1882-83. 1 Difference in value due to 

Articles. 

Quantity. I Value. Quantity. I Value. QWUltity. I Value. 

----------------------~------~------~~------~------~~---------~-------~---------

Drug. and N arcolic.-

Cinchona hark - • - lbe. 
Opium - - -
Tobacco (including cigars) 

- cwt. 
- lba. 

Food St"I!.-
Coffee - ; • • cwt. 
Rice (not in the husk) - ." 
WhIlSt. - • ',. 
Spices _ _ - • Ibs. 
Sugar (refined and nnrefined) • ewC. 
Tea - • • - Iba. 

Good_fully Manufacluf'e'd~ 

Cotton pieoe goods, grey • yda. 
Cotton piece gooda, coloured, .. 

&c. 

306,419 
126,585 

19,085,548 

340,025 
26,832,186 
20,956,495 
17,227,202 

1,630,5110 
59,911,703 

42,039,360 
13,419,183 

Jute bags - - No. 63,645,984 
Lao, shell and button -
Silk pieoe goods 
Woollen shawls 

Good. pal·tly M aRl!l'acl1l1'etl .... 

Cotton twist and yaru -
Indigo • • • 
Hides and skins, dreHecj. 

tanned. 
Oils, ClI8tOl' - -

.. cocoanut -
Saltpetre - -
Silk, raw (ineludin: Wll8te) 

Raw Material-
Caoutchouc, law • 
Cotton, raw· -
MyrabolllDlB - -
Cutch and gambier -
Hides and skins, raw -
Jute, raw - -
Oilseeds-

Lioseed -
Rape -
Til or j iujili 
Other sorts 

• cwt. 110,816 
• yds. 2,917,224 
- No. 12,754 

- Ibs. 49,876,606 
- cwt, 168,590 

or.. 230,092 

- gals. 
· .. 
- owt. 
• Ibs. 

- cwt. .. 
· " 

" - " - .. 
II - .. · .. 

.' " 

3,1011,063 
988,514 
491,668 

1,558,755 

9,173 
5,979,494 

447,719 
802,302 
685,358 

7,017 ,985 

8,548,766 
3,985,727 
2,853,382 
1,969,900 

Stone-jade • 
Teak timber -
Wool, ra" ;: 

cobic tons 
3,845 

46,471 
20,036,196 - lbs. 

u 15651. 

40,645 
11,294,460 

167,650 

1,4118,863 
8,330,079 
8,877,561 

365,437 
943,218 

4,U83,880 

469,921 
381,947 

1,256,259 
553,332 
281,664 

5'&,267 

1,926,162 
4,640,991 
2,187,372 

312,9'0 
118,290 
46",410 
6113,489 

- 385,189 
- 204 
+ 7,983,747 

- 13,299 
- 4,197,535 
+ 6,812,088 
- 2,388,425 
+ 311,82.2 
+ 2,145,478 

+ 11,082,975 
+ 2,964,801 

/ 

+ 11,908,333 
- 22,804 
+ 125,160 
+ 664 

+ 4,498,566 
+ 27,549 
- 6,3117 

+ 530,475 
+ 131,987 
+ .92,103 
+ 1122,774 

113,359 -
14,383,728 -

184,106 -
353,200 + 

9,476,365 + 
4,592,635 -

1,385 
188,784 
23,448 
55,796 
55,613 

3,330,9:!!4 

4,584,023 + 1,806,652 
2,441,433 + 1,124,307 
1,9~9,754 + 547,968 
1,050,129 + 738,718 

81,296 - 314 
525,447 - 12,716 
751>,841 - 1,525,107 

- 88,«1 
- 186,916 
+ 5l1,107 

+ 46,659 
- JIO,012 
+2,808,627 
- 11,474 
-I- 134,442 
+ 384,384 

+ 109,362 
+ 67,562 

£ 

(1,316 -
18,473 
83,092 -

2,875 
168,443 
30,98i 

- 52,402 
1,141,730 
2,922,859 

45,893 
191,245 
137,402 

129,087 
89,158 

99,0111 
-1,031,718 
- 114,232 
- 34,419 
- 56,803 

246,982 

- 19,725 
- 21,596 

- 175,325 - 68,549 
118,054 

12,389 
4,2311 

243,874 
20,349 - 138,403 

+ 5,275 
- 22,905 -

+ 109,344 
+ 727,99-1 
- 33,048 

+ 58,734 
+ 23,329 
+ 75,64.4 
+ 82,011 

- 12,557 
-1,665,289 
- 592 
+ 47,957 
+ 253,015 
-1,254,291 

+ 1,055,549 
+ 870,910 
+ 517,379 
+ 435,025 
- ll,794-' 
- 85,813 
- 34,565 

- 7,114 
27,143 

180,1}0 -
764,311 -
59,423 -

52,444 
14,633 
89,613 -
90,291 -

70,766 
36,317 
26,375 

6,290 
8,696 

13,969 
8,280 

16,518 - 3,961 
49J,190 1,174,099 

9,192 - 8,600 
69,091 - 21,134 

196,345 1>6,670 
1,8111,905 - 627,614 

946,212 109,330 
6115,837 245,073 
347,588 169,791 
369,066 65.959 

6,802 1,9\12 
131,326 - 45,513 
55,908 - 21,343 

h 
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COASTIN G TRADE. 

182. The whole value of the coasting trade of India for each of the last five years 
has been as follows :- • 

. 
- 1879-80. 1880-81. \8111-82. 1882-83. 1883-84. 

IMPORTS- Ra. B.a. Rs. B.a. n.. 
Ml!llCUANDI81!1 {Country ~ 18,52,68,780 18,61,97,949 19,80,40,889 20,110,25,088 21,91,18.21' 

• Foreign : 5,15Jl3,50ll 5,78,73,477 5,12,62,0116 5,111,73,285 5,'6,lIlI,8.i2 - -
TREAsulnE 

TOTAL - - 23,67,72,289 24,35,71,426 24,43,02,975 25,41,98,818 27,87,41,071 
~ - - . 4,33,49,003 2,93,31,113 2,88,70,631 - 4,06,65,571 3,47,60,432 

TOTAL lMpORTS - - 28,01,21,292 1-;:;;';'2,539 27,31,73,606 lI9,48,G3,88' 81,85,01,&08 ----== ... - . 
- 17,37,59,690 116,93,88,626 

----
EXPORTS-

MERCHANDISE {Country 16,98,81,993 18,4S,85,tl8!! 19,43,41,877 
- Foreign - 5,68,52,03~ 6,43,46,240 5,79,64,385 6,03,56,1 77 6,76,33,605 

TOTAL - - 23,06,n,?26I 23,37,34,866 22,77,86,378 24,52,42,401 26,19,75,4111 
TRIIASURB - - - - 3,59,35,350 3,64,49,816 2,96,25,355 8,81,61,261 8,69,26,062 --

TOTAL EXPORTS - - 26,65,47,076 27,01,84,682 25.7 .. ,l1,~38 27,84,08,660 29,89,01,544 

TOTAL IMPORTS AND ,EXPORTS - 54,66,68,368 54,30,87,221 53,05,85,389 67,32,67,549 61,24,03,0'7 

183, The increase of trade during the year was at the rate of 7 per cent" and on 
the trade of five years ago 12 per cent. The advance aas really been much larger than 
these figures would inqicate for the totals of 1879-80 were still influenced by the traffic 
in grain caused by the famine in Southern and Western India, and the diminution in 
the total of the two following years was the result simply of the cessation of that trade. 
With the return of good seasons the traces of famine were gradually obliterated and 
the coasting trade increased and extended in 1882-83 and 1883-84 at a rapid rate. 

184. The trade of each province during the last year is given below:-

Bengal 
Bombay 
Sindh 
Madras 
British Burma 

Merchandise. Treasure. Total. 
Rs. Re. Rs. 

- 11,38,28,773 1,59,29,681 J2,97,58,454 
- 25,11,00,747 2,06,28,878 27,17,29,625 

3,64,99,178 23,70,802 3,88,69,980 
8,27,60,151 55,40,221 8,83,00,372 
5,65,27,704 2,72,16,912 8,37,44,616 

The provincial proportions accordingly were :-
Bengal· - - - .. 21 • 2 per cent. 
Bombay 44' 4 " 
Sindh -. 6'3 " 
Madras 14' 4 " 
Burma 13' 7 " 

185. What strikes one at once is that Bombay and Sindh between them have more 
than half of the whole coasting trade. The reason is that Bombay has no navigable 
rivers, but the districts on the Bombay coast are productive and wealthy and carry on 
an active commerce which concentrates in the port of Bombay. Of the whole coasting 
trade of Bombay more than half is carried on with British Indian ports within the 
province and a large further proportion is with Native Indian ports also within the 
territorial limits of the province. Karachi also finds in Bombay the outlet required 
for most of that portion of the produce of Sindh which is not required for export to 
foreign countries and similarly its demands for the produce of other parts of India are 
mostly supplied from Bom'9ay. In Madras and Bengal circumstances are somewhat 
different. Bengal has a very large internal traffic camed on over the navigable rh'ers 
of the Gangetic delta, so that a considerable proportion of the trade from place to 
place within the province need never go through a sea customs office at all and can 
find nQ place in the returns. Much of the sea coast of Bengal, all of it in fact except 
that of Chittagong, is poor and unproductive while the ports are difficult of access. 
Much the same may be said of Madras where the coast to a large extent is poor and 
the ports are open roadsteads with fishing villages behind them. Thus both in Madras 
and Bengal much the largest part of their coasting trade is carried on with ports in 
other presidences and the' trade from place to place within these provinces is to a 
material extent carried by land. In Burma also the largest part of the trade is with 
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other presidences, mainly with Bengal. This productive and prosparous province, it 
will be seen, has, with a population only a tenth of that of Madras, 'nearly as large a 
coasting trade. 

186. Of, the articles of foreign merchandise which are transferred by sea from :Foreign 
centres of distribution to other parts of India it is perhaps not necessary to speak in merchandiSE 
any detail. rrhey consist mainly of-

Value last year. 
Cotton twist 90' 57 lakhs. 
Grey piece goods - 115 . 73 " 
White " • - 58'37 " 
Coloured " 57 '13 " 
Metals 54' 20 " 
Provisions 13' 41 " 
Silk, raw - 15' 36 " 

" goods 16'06 " 
Sugar - 20' 62 " 
Tea 7'50 " 
Woollen goods 19'07 " 
Kerosene oil 9' 28 " 
Apparel - - 15' 81 " 
Glass and glassware 7'44 " 
Hardward and cutlery 7 . 85 " 
Liquors 7 . 77 " 

Looking at the larger items, we find the Madras Presidency receiving much the 
largest proportion of cotton twist, Calcutta and Bombay being the sources of supply. 
Of grey piece goods also Bombay is much the largest centre of distribution, the largest 
part being sent to Karachi and to the ports of the Bombay Presidency. The grey piece 
goods importod into Calcutta, which are much larger in quantity than those imported 
into Bombay, are mostly sent into the interior for distribution by road, rail, and river. 
Bombay is again the largest distributor of white and coloured piece goods to the same 
places and to Madras, while Burma receives a large quantity from Bengal. The dis
tribution of copper is mainly confined to the supply of the Bombay ports from Bombay 
and of Bengal ports from Calcutta, while iron is sent rather largely from Bombay to 
the Madras ports and to Karachi. It may be noted that it is chiefly the ports on the 
Malabar Coast of Madras which are supplied from Bombay. The trade in sugar 
(Mallritus and Ohina sugar) is limited practically to the supply from Bombay of 
Karachi and of other ports in the Bombay Presidency. lJhinlJ. tea chiefly goes from 
the same port to Karachi, thence to be sent, most of it, to Kandahar by rail and to the 
Punjab for Kabul. Burma gets from Bengal most of the woollen goods sent 
coastwise. 

187. It is more important to note the distribution coastwise of the merchandise Indian 
produced or manufactured in India. Amongst the most important of these are:- goods. 

(1.) Ooffee, value 17t lakhs; this, being a product of the Madras Presidency, is 
sent ronnd to the chief port of the province and to Bombay' for shipment 
to Europe and for local consumption. 

(2.) Coir, manufactured, value 141lakhs, is imported into Bengal and Bombay 
from Madras and Travancore, being a staple manufacture of Southern 
India. 

(3.) Cotton, raw, value 477 lakhs. The bulk of this large trade is carried into 
Bombay from Karwar, Surat, Kutch and Kattiawar for shipment to 
Europe and for the local mills. A smaller quantity (value 33llakhs) was 
imported from Bombay into Bengal for the local mills. 

(4.) Cotton twist and yarn, value 93§ lakhs. Of this important and rapidly
growing trade 6,730,700 Ibs., valued at 36 lakhs, was Bombay-made 
twist sent to Calcutta, where Bombay and locally made twist of the 
coarser sorts (up to No. 24) have completely displaced English twist. 

(5.) Grey piece goods, value 47·631akhs. These also are largely imported into 
Calcutta from Bombay-12,688,042 yards, value 26}- lakhs last year. Of 
the balance much is sent to Karachi and a small quantity to Madras and 
Bombay ports. Most of the trade in piece goods is carried on however 
by rail which: takes it into all parts of the interior of the country. The 
total quantity transferred by sea was 33,049,270 yards. 

u 15657. i 
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(6.) In white piece goods the trade is smaller. The value last year was lllakhs, 
representing 614,746 yards, This is mainly a Madras manufacture, in 
which mu~lins figure largely. Close on two-thirds of the trade are 
limited to transfers from one port to another in Madras, and Burma. 
imports a small quantity. . 

(7.) In coloured piece goods the trade is more extensive, 5,342,618 yards, value 
17'68 lakhs. This trade is shared both by..Madras and Bombay and 
it is mainly confined to the ports in those provinces with the addition 
of a certain quantity sent to Burma, chiefly for the Madras labourers so 
largely employed in that province. 

(8.) Indigo: 11,129 cwt., valde 13t lakhs. Ohiefly exported from Karachi to 
I Bombay. Inferior indigo is largely made in Sindh and the Punjab. The 

indigo of Bengal and Madras is not carried about the country by sea. 
It is produced in the interior of the country and what I'emains for local 
supply after exportation to foreign countries is distributed by road and 
rail. 

(g.) Turmeric: 148,377 cwt., value 14 lakhs. Carried' about between Madras 
and Bombay ports to a large extent and a smaller portion imported 
from Madras into Bengal. 

(10.) Cocoanut and cocoanut kernel. A considerable trade, representing a value 
of 67 lakhs last year. The bulk of it consists of imports into Bombay 
from Madras ports, Goa, and Travancore. 

(11.) Foodrgrains: 
Cwt. lb. 

Gram 301,730 9,23,921 
Jowari and bajm 291,531 8,58,726 
Pulse 339,508 11,90,024 
Rice in the husk (paddy) 1,762,659 35,39,078 
Rice, husked 5,466,964 1,94.13,133 
Wheat 358,575 15,00,758 
Other grains 389,3i8 9,78,691 

The total value of the.trade in food-grains was 284lakhs. the quantity amounting 
to 8,910,345 cwt. In 1882-83 the figures were 8,680,788 cwt., value 262 lakhs. Last 
year this trade was nearly 62 per cent. smaller than in the famine time of 1877-78 and 
20 per cent. smaller than in 1878-79. 

Of the trade in gram two-thirds represent imports into Madras porta from other 
provinces and from ports within the presidency. To a large extent it is limited to 
interchange between ports within the presidency. 

Jowari and bajra. Exclusively a Bombay trade, Karachi sending the greater part 
of this grain to Bombay ports and the remainder being quite local. 

Pulse. About half of the whole trade consisted of imports into Madras from other 
provinces and of local interchange. Burma also received a good deal from Bengal and 
the local traffic is tolerably large in ·Bombay. 

Rice, unhusked. Nearly a million hundredweight represented local trade in 
Bombay, the grain coming mainly from the southern ports of the presidency. lIadras 
imported most of the remainder, chiefly from Bengal and Bombay. 

Rice, husked. Bombay imported more than It million hundredweight from other 
provinces, mainly from Bengal, and Madras also imported nearly 1,700,000 cwt., also 
chiefly from Bengal. Burma-the great rice producing province of India-also im
ported about 92,000 cwt. of rice from Bengal and Madras, but this is table rice of a 
kind not produced in Burma. The rice of that province is not used for consumption 
by Europeans in that province, and the Madras native troops and coolies prefer the rice 
of their own country. Apart from these transactions the trade is quite local, consisting 
to a great extent of rice sent from the Orissa ports to Calcutta. 

Wheat. The bulk of the trade consists of importations from Karachi and from 
Bombay ports into Bombay, and the same may be said of "other (undescribed) sorts" 
of grain. ' 

(12.) Cutch is exported almost exclusively from Burma, the greater part going 
to Calcutta for shipment to foreign ports. Some is also sent in small 
quantities to Madras and Bombay, chiefly for consumption with the 
pfm leaf. Value of trade 13! lakhs. 

(13.) Hides, raw, value 23! lakhs. Mainly a local trade, the hides being 
brought to the ports of Madras for shipment and for tanning from the 
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other ports of the Presidency. In the same way the outports of Bengal 
send hides to Calcutta. A similar trade exists in Madras in dressed or 
tanned hides and skins, value 14! lakhs, and in raw skins, value 14! 
lakhs. The whole trade in hides and skins of all descriptions amounted 
to nearly 53 lakhs. 

(14.) Jute, raw-cwt. 1,172,541, value Rs. 78,42,706. Almost altogether a 
local Bengal trade, from N araingunge and Chittagong to Calcutta for 
the mills and for export. Only a small quantity is sent to Bombay 
where there is a mill for working this fibre. 

(15.) Gunny bags, total number 47,701,;393, value'Rs. 1,12,19,579. These are 
mostly mill-made bags exported. from Calcutta to all other Provinces in 
India as well as to the smaller ports of Bengal. Gunny cloth is also 
similarly exported in large quantity from Calcutta chiefly to Bombay 
for cotton bales; about 7! million yards wer!3 thus imported into 
Bombay last year. 

(16.) Liquors .. Chiefly a trade in country liquor between the ports of the 
Bombay Presidency, total value of trade Rs. 25,47,445. 

(17.) Oils, mineral. Petroleum is imported into Bengal from Burma where it is 
produced, but the whole quantity exported from Burma is still small, 
only 429,037 gallons last year. 

Castor oil is imported chiefly into Bombay from Madras ports and those of the 
Gaekwar's territory. Burma and Bengal also receive some from Madras. Total value 
of trade 8l1akhs, representing a quantity of 704,574 gallons. 

The trade in cocoanut oil is much larger, 1,819,684 gallons, value 25 lakhB last 
year. This is mainly a Madras industry, a large proportion of the oil being sent to 
Bombay from Madras ports and Cochin, the rest being sent chiefly to Bengal and 
Burma. 

Earthnut oil is also a Madras industry. It is sent thence and from Pondicherry 
chiefly to Burma and in smaller quantity to Bengal. 

(18.) Provisions:-
Ghee, 4 million pounds, value 14~ lakhs. This article is imported into 
Bombay from Karachi and Kathiawar and into Burma from Bengal 
and Madras, chiefly the latter. There is a good deal of local trade within 
the limits of the Bombay Presidency. 

Salted fish, 19,694,560 Ibs., value Rs .. 11,23,938. There is a considerable 
local trade in salted fish between the ports in the Bombay Presidency 
and a good deal is imported into the presidency from Diu, Goa, and 
Kathiawar. From Madras also some is sent to Burma and there is a local 
trade in it in that Province, much of it being what is known as ngapee. 

Of other kinds of provisions Burma imports the largest proportion. 
(19.) Salt, 106,111 tons, value Rs. 42,58,804. Of this quantity 46,079 tons 

represented salt conveyed from one part to another within the limits of 
the Bombay Presidency; 29,344 tons were sent from Bombay to places 

. on the west coast of Madras, and 2,070 tons were sent to the same 
places from Goa..; Bengal received 19,691 tons from Bombay and 953 
tons from Madras, and Bombay itself received 3,584 tons from Goa. 

(20.) Seeds.-Castor seed, 620,112 owt., value 31 lakhs, of which 567,521 cwt. 
represented imports into Bengal from Madras. This is mostly a Madras 
trade, a small quantity only being sent from Cutch and Kathiawar to 
Bombay. 

Rapeseed,275,546 cwt., value Rs. 18'16 lakhs. This is almost all received ill 

Bombay from Karachi. 
Til or jinjili, 247,HO cwt., value 17'32 lakhs. This seed is shipped mostly to 

Burma from Madras and Bengal, the former Province having most of the trade. 
Of other sorts of seeds, undescribed (value 27'66 lakhs) Bombay has most of the 

trade, which is to a great extent local between British and Native ports in that 
Presidency. 

(21.) Silk, raw, 347,019 Ibs., value 17i lakhs. This is almost exclusively 
shipped from Calcutta to Madras. 

(22.) Silk piece goods, 1,005,902 yards, value 10'28 lakhs. Most of these are 
sent to Burma from Bengal and Bombay, the latter also sending some 
quantity to Karachi. 

(23.) Spices.-The trade is large in Betelnuts, 46,604,608 pounds, value 62'84 
lakhs. Close ,on half the impor~s are received in Burma which gets 
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them from 'Bengal. Of the remainder the greatest part consists of 
imports into Bombay from Bengal and M'adras and local traffic between 
the ports of ,the Bombay Presidency and Goa. 

Cardamoms, 604,138 Ibs., value 17'29 lakhs, are mainly brought to Bombay from 
the ports on the Malabar coast. 

Of Ginger there is n. tolerably large import into Bombay from Madras. 
In Pepper there is a large trade, 11,318,390 Ibs., value 31 lakhs, of which more 

than two-thirds are imports into Bengal and Bombay from Madras and reshipments 
from Bombay to Karachi. The rest is mainly local traffic. 

(24.) Sugar refined, 161,125 cwt., value 24l1akhs. About half the trade con
sists of sugar sent from Bengal and Madras to Bombay where it 
competes with Mauritius and China sugar. Madras also sent nearly 
20,000 cwt. to Bengal and'more than that to Burma. 

(25.) Sugar, unrefined, 526,253Ibs., value 33~ lakhs. This is almost altogether 
local trade in jaggery in Bombay and Madras' 

(26.) Tea, 1,155,219 lbs., value clos6. on 7 lakhs. The greater part of this 
(851,382Ibs.) consists of tea'brought from Ohittagong to Calcutta for. 
sale there and shipment to Europe. Of the rest 221,136 lbs. were 
shipped from Calcutta to Bombay. 

(27.) Tobacco leaf, 30,010,920 Ibs., value 47'84 lakhs. Of thi& trade about 
two-thirds consist of tobacco leaf exported from Bengal and Madras 

. to Burma, and 1,151,677 lbs. imported from Cambay and other native 
ports in the Bombay Presidency into Bombay. The rest is quite local 
tr.affic. 

Cigars, a small export, of which two ·thirds from Madras to Beng~l and other 
provinces. 

(28.) 

(29.) 

Teakwood, 122,861 cubic tons, value 104'6 lakhs. This is nearly all sent 
from Burma to Bengal, Bombay, Madras and Sindh .. The quantity 
thus consumed in the country is far larger than that exported to foreign 
countries. 

Wool, raw, 12.316,968lbs., value 36·21Iakhs. Exclusively exports from 
Karachi, Cutch and Kathiawar to Bombay for shipment to Europe. 

COASTING SHIPPING. 
188. The following tahle gives the number and tonnage of the vessels engagad in 

the coasting trade during the last five years :--

-
• 

1 879-80 - -
1880-81 - . 
1881-82 - -
1882-83 - -
1883-84 - -

1879-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882 ... 83 
1883-84 

1879-80 

': I 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 

: ! 1883-84 

• ENTEltlill. 

Steamers. Sailing Vessels. 

No. Tons. No. Tons . 
4,718 4,425,807 3,800 695,819 
4,713 4,675,190 3,643 613,532 
4,956 4,769,0-10 3,725 483,262 
5,r,47 5,543,702 4,687 551,206 
5,512 5,924,439 4,634 487,460 

CLEARED. .. . 
4,658 4,341,247 3,~1O 595,927 
4',665 4,614,583 3,607 549,113 
4,918 4,718,283 3,576 396,803 
5,541 5,520,468 4,623 518,749 
5,574 5,975,597 4,629 458,240 

ENTERED .AND CLEARED: 

9,376 R,767,054 7,.310 1,291,'146 
9,378 9,289,773 '1,250 1,162,64& 
9,874 9,487,323 'i,aOl 882,065 

11,088 11,064,170 9,310 1,069,955 
11,086 11,900,036 , 9,263 945,700 

I 

Native Craft. 

No. 
148,335 
147,194 
155,319 
160,160 
169,090 

137.331 
137,583 
144,583 
147,663 
166,429 

285,666 
284,777 
299,902 
307,823 
325,519 

I 

! 

~ 

I 

'1'on8. 
2,41j5,451 
2,415,710 
2,482,128 
2,514,625 
2,669,12!! 

2,210,281 
2,267,074 
2,327,081 
2.408,344 
2,553,672 

4,695,732 
4,682,'185 
4,809,209 
4,922,969 
5,222,800 

This statement shows that the snbstitution of steamers for sailing vessels in the 
coasting trade still proceeds, steam tonnage increasing every year, while sailing 
tonnage' has declined. Native boats seem to be able to hold their ground and show a 
material increase in tonnage. 


