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PREFACE 

I N the present volume, which is a continuation of 
my" Secret History of the Occupation of Egypt," 

I take up once more the task of chronicling the 
events of my time. Lord Cromer's recent book, 
"Modern Egypt," makes this a duty to the "truth 
which I feel ought not to be postponed, while there 
is also the hope that by insistence it may still be 
possible to direct those in power with us to adopt 
an attitude towards the Mohammedan World less 
antagonistic than in the past to its thoughts and 
feelings. 

The period treated here, between 1882 and 1886, 
is the darkest of the whole Anglo-Egyptian record, 
a monument indeed of perverse unwisdom recog
nized by all. But I doubt if it is yet fully understood 
how immense a wrong was inflicted by our English 
mismanagement of affairs at Cairo, not only on Egy'pt 
and the Upper Nile, but on all Mohammedan lands 
hindered by it in their work of liberal enlightenment, 
and thrown back for a whole generation on lines of 
fanatical reaction. This I hope to make clear. Lord 
Cromer would have us believe that it was contrary 
to our Government's desire that we remained on 
in Egypt in spite of repeated declarations of an in
tention to withdraw. It will here be shown that 
there was never any such intention at the Foreign 
Office, and that if it existed in Mr. Gladstone's mind 
it was of that barren kind which refuses to take the 
means which alone can lead to the desired result. With 
regard to the Soudan and the series of barbarous cam; 
paigns which signalized those three disastrous years, 
the explanation, too, has been made that these were 
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forced by circumstances upon our Government, as 
was also the separation of the Upper from the 
Lower Nile, a separation brought about under con
ditions of violent disruption, which made it a per
manent injury to Egypt and absolute ruin to the 
Soudan, with the depopulation of whole provinces 
through famine and disease and chronic warfare. It 
will be shown that European action alone was the 
initial cause of the trouble, that the fanatical character 
6f the Soudanese revolt was due solely to the inter
vention of the Christian Powers at Cairo and that its 
extent and violence were increased by each successive 
step of English intervention, also that to the refusal 
to make peace with the Mahdi, either before or after 
the fall of Khartoum, may fairly be ascribed all that 
subsequently happened of misfortune to the tribes of 
the Upper River. These were realities that needed 
placing in their proper perspective, and I have en
deavoured in this volume to present them as they 
to my knowledge were. 

My personal position while the chief tragedy of 
the time, Gordon's fatal mission to Khartoum, was 
being enacted was one singularly advantageous for 
my present purpose of accurate narration. Occupy
ing no official post, I nevertheless found myself 
a deeply interested spectator behind the official 
scenes in London, as well as behind those of the 
Oriental world, and from time to time playing 
a small part myself in the drama, close enough to 
the chief personages to observe the details of their 
action, and in near view of the machinery used fOI 
their stage effects. The diary, which with an instinct 
of its future importance I kept carefully written at 
the time, remains with me as a sure guide on which 
I can rely for each day's happenings, and this, in 
spite of its many crudities. of thought and expres-

VI 



Preface 

sion, and much in it that I am conscious is to my 
own disadvantage, I have decided to print almost 
uncensored as it stands. It is the strongest evidence 
I can offer of the accuracy of my narrative, and the 
best refutation of the pseudo-history which has 
grown up about the mission. On marty points I am 
very conscious that my diary needs apology. It was 
written with no thought of publication, and contains 
harsh judgements of men and things with many of 
which I have since come to disagree, violences of 
language of which I am now ashamed, and expres
sions of feeling softened since by years and by that 
tolerance of view taken in old age of human in
sanities. Much in it I would wlllingly not have 
written, or written otherwise, and much recording 
my own sayings and doings I would suppress in 
publishing if it were not for the f,ee1ing ,that to do 
so would impair its entire sincerity. In telling things 
disadvantageous to others I could not in fairness 
be sparing of my own mistakes. Therefore I leave 
all unexplained to its own justification and the in
dulgence of my readers. 

On one point only have I thought it necessary to 
reconsider at any length my attitude of the time. 
This is in respect of the blame laid by me on Gordon 
for the failure of his mission on lines of peace. As 
will be seen from my diary I was one of the few 
Englishmen who, with a strong feeling of esteem 
and affection for Gordon, disapproved from the first 
of his mission, suspecting what was indeed the fact, 
that there was in it a political intrigue connected 
with the continued occupation of Egypt, and I was 
one of the very few who rejoiced at the failure of the 
relief expedition and the fall of Khartoum. My belief. 
however, at the time, that Gordon was himself through 
his soldier's obstinacy m~inly responsible for the 
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failure, and that he did, as was being pretended by 
Ministers, exceed his instructions, wantonly changing 
the character of his mission from a peaceful olle to one 
of war, was unjust, and I recogmze the necessity of 
correcting my misjudgement. The publication of 
Lord Cromer's book four years ago, with its ex
aggerated attack on Gordon on these very heads, 
roused my suspicion and caused me to re-examine 
the evidence connected with the whole matter, and I 
speedily discovered that, though Gordon made with
out doubt many mistakes in ItS discharge, the prime 
responsibility of the mission as one necessarily of 
war was certainly not his, but that of those who sent 
him; also, on further examination, that in spite of 
Lord Cromer's denial the failure of the missIOn was 
pnncipally due to no other than Lord Cromer's self 

I have consequently devoted several chapters of the 
present volume to clearing up this much vexed matter, 
and I have added to them, for the special benefit of 
Egyptian readers Ignorant of Gordon's superlative 
moral merit and regarding him only as a too zealous 
agent of the British Government, and so their 
enemy, a memoir of this great man's life and char
acter, gathered in part from his published letters 
scattered through many works now out of print and 
notably from those wonderful letters to his sister 
collected by Dr. Hill, in part from my own recollec
tion of him, and that of others who knew him person
ally. In this, which has been to me a labour of love 
as well as of reparation, I have been powerfully 
assisted by Gordon's nephew and literary heir. 
Colonel Louis Gordon, by his sole surviving Sister, 
Mrs Moffitt, and by his niece, MIss Gordon, who are 
the chief living authorities on all things concermng 
him. These have not only put me on the track of all 
published knowledge, but. ?ave been good enough 
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to entrust to me many important documents not 
hitherto printed, which will be found either in the 
text of this volume or the Appendix. One of these is 
of deciding value to the case, a letter ~hich Lord 
Cromer in his apolog-ia seems to have forgotten, and 
which fixes on himself the responsibility of the 
mission as one far wider in scope than has hitherto 
been admitted. 

If I have anything to add to these few words of 
preface it is this-I have been reproached with lack 
of patriotism in that I have made it my business of 
late years to denounce the errors and political mis
deeds of my fellow countrymen in Egypt. In ans;wer 
to this I can only say that I belong to a generation 
of Englishmen holding an idea of patriotism entirely 
different from that now accepted, and one that I 
think saner. According to the teaching of my youth 
the patriotic idea was essentially connected with the 
love of the land of one's birth, the passion of courage 
which prompted Thermopylae and Bannockburn and 
the thousand and one battles where men have stood 
up in defence of their homes against invading 
strangers; also with that other moral courage which 
strengthened a man to oppose in speech the folly of 
his fellow men whom he saw doing dishonour to that 
land. I t had nothing whatever to do with the modern 
idea, now prevalent among Englishmen, of solidarity 
with the enterprises, often criminal, of the cosmopoli
tan finance of London and Liverpool and Manchester, 
which has usurped control over our lives and honour 

,in its dealings with our national affairs abroad, which 
controls our press, manipulates our parliament, and 
uses our ancient and honourable English name for 
its base un-English purposes. There is no lack of 
patriotism in refusing to bow to this new leadership 
in evil, or in denouncing .its ungodly doings. 
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I am by instinct of birth a conservative to my 
inmost fibre, that is to say a believer in tradition 
and the value of all that is ancient in our natIOnal 
institutions and creeds and moralities. I remember 
the disgust of my older Tory friends when, under 
SeJIlitic influence thirty-five years ago, the new
fangled style of Empress was proposed to be added 
to the time-honoured title inherited by our Sove
reign Lady Queen Victoria, and when the British 
Empire first began to be talked about as an improve
ment in nomenclature on our long sufficing Kingdom 
of England. What was good enough for the" spacI
ous days of great Elizabeth" was surely, we pro
tested, good enough for us. We wanted none of the 
imperial nonsense. As to a transfer of our patriotic 
loyalty from our good island realm of England to a 
colonial monarchy beyond the seas, it seemed not 
only a vulgarity but a contradiction in physical terms. 
We did not spare our mockery and contempt for the 
whole" Brummagem" innovation. 

This is my sentimental view of British imperialism 
still, nor is it a matter of sentiment alone with me. 
My reading of history has taught, and practical ex
perience has confirmed to me the fact that the task 
undertaken by a nation of ruling other nations against 
their will is the most certain step for it upon the road 
to national ruin. It is impossible to exercise tyran
nical authori'ty abroad and retain a proper respect 
for the dignity of liberty at home. The two things 

. are not permanently compatible. The virus of law
lessness in foreign lands infects the body politic ate 
home by a gradual process of contempt for human 
brotherhood and equal right, which are the basis of all 
law and the only guarantee of freedom in free nations. 
N or, on the other hand, can a community afford to 
distribute it~ energies in a hundred different direc-
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tions without injury to its mental balance and danger 
of intellectual decay. The British Empire of the 
present day is being run on lin.es of speculation which 
is often sheer gambling. It has lost the sense of all 
economy in its finances, and all moderation in its 
spendthrift ways. How can it be moderate with a 
thousand speculative ventures to uphold in all four 
quarters of the globe? Moreover-and this is per
haps the most dangerous feature of it all-the vanity 
of imperialism, of being members of an imperial 
caste, is rapidly teaching Englishmen to rely, wher
ever possible, for their: living upon the labour 
of others rather than their own. The great Crown 
Colonies, the Indian Empire, and the South African 
federation are all slave communities in disguise, 
where white men do not work themselves but live 
by .. native" labour. The example of their sloth is 
gaining rapid ground at home, and soon all will be 
too proud to do any manual service. The virile part 
of the community is flocking already to lands where 
they can live in less laborious ways; the feebler part 
remains to propagate and starve at home. Who shall 
say that England is not on a perilous downward 
path? 

What moves me most to anger is to note how, 
just as four hundred years ago the Spanish race, 
urged by the speculative lust of gold and a belief 
in their own supreme imperial and Christianizing 
mission, rushed out upon the innocent New World 
and enslaved and slew its primitive peoples happier 
far than they, so we English speaking men enslave 
and ~lay in the name of civilization-here, there, and 
everywhere-races less well armed, but in other re
spects more fit for survival in the spaces they have 
primitively occupied than ourselves. The work of 
subjugation goes on under a score of false pretences; 
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and these, officially recorded, remain for the mislead
ing of posterity in the pages of our printed Blue 
Books. History thus comes to be written in a sense 
sUIted to the self satisfaction of those who would like 
to think themselves God's messengers to an un
enlightened heathendom, whIle in reality they are 
only gathering in its wealth, and their crimes of 
conquest are concealed. In the days of Spain's 
madness there was a single honest monk who de
nounced his fellow countrymen for their misdeeds, 
and dared to love the Indians more than his own 
people, because he saw these suffering atroclde~ of 
injustice at their conquerors' hands. He was not 
popular in Castile for his plain speaking. Yet where 
-among the natIOns-is imperial Spain to-day? 
And which has the better title now to be called a 
patriot, Las Casas or Pizarro ~ 

There will be found at the end of the volume an 
Appendix containing a selection of papers forming 
the pieces Justzjicatzves of this portion of my history. 
Some of these are of considerable Intrinsic value, 
others of less importance, but needed for the refutatIOn 
In detail of the historic inaccuracies of Lord Cromer's 
book, and in answer to certain remarks found in It 
c-oncerning myself. Such especially are the additional 
evidence here brought forward of the Khedive Tew
fik's connection With the riots at Alexandria and 
Tantah In 1882, which, without reason given, Lord 
Cromer has pronounced to be unproved, and my 
correspondence With 10, Downing Street, which he 
has in a few sentences attempted to discredit. The 
correspondence makes my position towards M r 
Gladstone absolutely clear, as does, in another direc
tion, my more generally interesting correspondence 
with my Oriental friends. 

The pencil drawing o~ Gordon, reproduced as 
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frontispiece to the volume, is by Edward Clifford, 
and IS now in the collection of the National Portrait 
Gallery. Though inadequate as displaying Gordon's 
more popularly heroic attitude, it is the only one 
that at all reveals his inner and more mystic mind, 
or which I recognize as a true presentment of the 
man as I personally remember him. . 

Twenty-mnth anmversary 
of Tel-el-Keblr. 

xiii 

w. s. B. 
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APPENDIX A 

UNPUBLISHED GORDON PAPERS 

COLONEL DONNELLY'S CONVERSATION WITH COLONEL C. G 

GORDON, 30TH OCTOBER 1880 (fROM AMONG SIR 
HENRY GORDON'S PAPERS) 

T HIS was the first tIme I had seen Colonel Gordon smce he 
left England as Lord RIpon's pnvate secretary I asked 

hIm what \\as the real reason of hIs glvmg up. He gave me to 
understand a number of thmgs m~de hIm feel that he was de Irop 
" For mstance," he saId, "Just after we started, Lord RIpon gave 
me the mmutes and eVidence 10 the mquIry mto Yakub Khan's 
connectIOn with Cavagnan's murder, and asked me to make a 
precIS and give him my opmlon This was dIfficult But after Slt
tmg up the greater part of two mghts I was able to give them back 
with my remarks all over them 10 red and black 10k He asked 
me what I thought of It I said I did not see any eVidence to 
prove Yakub guIlty, he very lIkely was glad Cavagnan was 
murdered, but I could see nothmg' to show that he was ImplI
cated In the cnme, and you know (to me, Donnelly) three out 
of five of the CouncIl (mentlOmng their names) were of that 
opmlOn 

"Lord Ripon looked mto it and told me to telegraph from 
Aden to hiS, Yakub's, keepers to meet him at Bombay I saId: 
• My Lord, I thmk that Will hardly do as you have not yet been 
sworn 10 and Lord Lytton IS still Governor General and may 
make a great fuss.' Lord Ripon agreed, thought I was rtght and 
said the telegram was not to be sent When we got to Bombay 
Lord RIpon agam asked me to telegraph to Yakub's keepers to 
meet hIm at some statIon on the way to Simla. I had to ask 
White (milItary secretary) as I did not know the route suffiCIently 
to fix on a statIOn He was awfully taken aback Did I know 
what the consequences would be? Everyone 10 India would be 
staggered and so on Begged me to persuade Lord RIpon not to 
take such a step. r told him that It did not seem to me It would 
make any dIfference one way or the other, but as he 'Yas so very 
strong on the pomt, I said I would let Lord Ripon know before I 
did anythmg I wrote a note and sent It in early 10 the morning 
to Lord Ripon, saymg that I myself did not thmk It would matter, 
but, as White was so very anXIous on the subject, belIevmg the 
end of the world would cpme If such a step were taken, I thought 
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It as ~q to let him know before I carned out hIS, Lord Ripon's, 
mstructlOns This was Just before breakfast, and he came out m 
a few mmutes very mdignant that anyone should have ventured 
to overrule his orders, he had no mtentlon of bemg controlled, 
and so'on All breakfast time he looked qUIte hurt, and mJured, 
and mdignant After breakfast I left WhIte talkmg wIth hIm m a 
beseeching way, and presently he (Lord Ripon) came and asked 
me If I had sent the telegram I saId No, I was waIting to see 
White to settle the place. 'Well,' he saId, 'perhaps after all It was 
as well not to send It ' , 

" Now thiS IS only one Instance," Gordon saId. "There were 
lots of snubs of thiS kind You know I shouldn't have minded 
getting snubbed, If there was any use m It-but I saw It was only 
sure to get worse. Lord RIpon was being surrounded and gUIded by 
the very people from whom Lord N orthcote had begged me to keep 
rum clear When he got to SImla I was sure he would be com
pletely m the hands of the L}tton party. I felt I was de fro} and 
could do no good, and that It was as well to gIVe up as soon as 
possible I told Lord RIpon so He was very nice about It, saId 
that hiS regard for me had only been mcreased by what had 
happened, but he saw It was adVisable I should reSIgn, was much 
obliged-to me for dOing so, was only afraId of the awkwardness 
I showed him the letter I had wntten He said I was gIVing hIm 
too great praise and taking all the blame on myself-dId not WIsh 
me to publish It But I said I had wntten It, It was too much 
trouble to wnte It agam And so I sent It We parted on the best 
of terms He said he had a greater regard for me than ever, and 
so on In fact I have no doubt he was much relieved by being 
rId of me." 

The opinion Gordon gave Lord Ripon on the Afghan question 
was thiS. He saId either Yakub Khan was gutlty or not If he 
was not, and there was no reason for saying he was (Vide secret 
papers, Court of EnqUiry on Yakub Khan), he ought In JustIce to 
be restored And moreover he was the only man who was likely to 
be able to hold the country who had any follOWing '" Take him 
back yourself, my Lord You can eastly do It With 3,000 cavalry. 
If you succeed, you Will be looked upon as the greatest Governor
General India ever had, and If you fatl and are killed you will 
have a splendid marble monument put up to you' But Lord 
Ripon dId not seem to see the monument I offered to do It my
self With Yakub and some lakhs of ruI ees But they would not 
have It What was the use of my being there? There was no one 
who cared to look forward and have a policy, only to let things 
dnft." 

As to Candahar, Gordon's opinIOn was that we ought to gIve in 
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to the Ruler of Afghanistan If we wished him to hold the ~untry 
The eosltlOn of Candahar with relatIOn to Herat and Cabul was 
such l here a diagram IS given] that It was Impossible for any man 
to really rule the country unless he held Candahar But he thought 
we had managed our withdrawal from Cabul very badly We had 
been In such a hurry as to look like runnmg away Our prestige In 
India had been much shaken by the Malmand disaster, and Roberts 
had only been able to get at Ayoub Khan's rearguard As an Illus
tration of our loss of prestige In India, he gave an incident which 
occurred lately. When the Russian gunboats were In the harbour of 
Bombay, the Parsees brought their children to see them and to be 
introduced to the Russian officers 

Thmgs were constantly happening which must have made his 
presence-to say the least-Irksome with a man of Lord Ripon's 
calibre of mmd. For instance, the day before they started [from 
London], Lord Houghton was lunchmg with Lord Ripon, Gordon 
kept away till after lunch was over. But Lord Houghton was still 
there when he came In. On bemg Introduced by Lord Ripon, 
Lord Houghton said her was delighted to hear he was gomg as 
pnvate secretary; he could not congratulate Lord Ripon too 
highly on his great good luck In havmg such a secretary, he was 
very glad Lord Ripon was gomg as Governor-General, but almost 
more glad that Gordon was gomg as his secretary 

EARL OF NORTHBROOK TO GENERAL C. G. GORDON 

Pnvate. Jan. 18, 1884. 
My DEAR GENERAL, 

I enclose a letter to Sir WIlham Hewett We have written 
offiCially to him by thiS mail announcmg your miSSion, and 
authorIzmg him to meet your demands up to ,£1,000 upon your 
receipts. I am sure you Will like Hewett. As there IS no tele
graphiC communicatIOn With Suakm we shall arrange for the 
Helicon to be at Suez from Malta to take you to Suakm. If she 
should not be available you Will have to put up With the Cygnet, 
but she IS not nearly so comfortable as the Helicon. 

I Will telegraph to you to Port Said to say which arrangement 
has been made, to the care of the senior officer. 

I was very glad to see you In such good heart about affairS thiS 
afternoon, and I trust that by God's bleSSIng you Will succeed m 
arrangmg them as satlsfactonly as circumstances admit . 

. Yours very smcerely, 
, NORTHBROOK. 
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GENERAL C G GORDON TO MISS GORDON 

My DEAR AUGUSTA, 

I arnved m town very tired at 6 a m. yesterday, went wl4'i 
Brockenhurst to Barracks, washed and went [to] Wolseley, he sa~l' 
Mmlsters would see me at 3 p m I went back to Barracks and q 
posed At 12 30 pm Wolseley came for me I went with him an~ 
saw GranVille, Hartmgton, Dilke and Northbrook, they said ha' 

. I seen Wand did I understand their Ideas. I said yes, and r 
peated what W had said to me as to their Ideas, which was "Ilu 
would evacuate Souda11" They were pleased and said, "that wa 
their Idea Would I go?" I said "yes" They said "when?" j 
said "To-mght" And It was over I started at 8 p m H R II 
[Cambndge] and Lord W [Wolseley] came to see me off. I sa\1 
Henry [Sir H. Gordon] and Bob [R. F Gordbn], no one elst 
except Stokes, all very kmd. I have taken Stewart with me, a mct 
fellow, we are now m tram near Mont Cems I am not moved I 

bit, and hope to do the people good Will you tell Sir J. Cowel 
all thIS Lord GranVille saId Ministers were very much obhged t( 
me I said I was much honoured by gOing I telegraphed KInl 
[of-Belgians] at once, and told him to walt a few months KIndes 
love Mma, Helen and yourself, A Burton, and Hayter and ElIeI 
[these two were servants at Rockstone Place] 

Believe me, my dear Augusta, yr affect. brother 
C. G GORDON. 

Address-Care H M Consul Suez 

MEMORANDUM AS TO GENERAL GORDON'S DOINGS IN CAIRe 

JANUARY 1884, BY COLONEL [SIR CHARLES] WATSON 
(FROM SIR HENRY GORDON'S PAPERS) 

On Saturday the 19th January when I went mto Sir Evely 
Wood's room at the War Office he' saui, "Embrace me" I salC 
"What has happened?" He said, "The English Government I 
sending General Gordon out to settle the affairs of the Sou dar 
and he started from London last mght with Colonel Stewart b 
the BnndlSI Mall" I said, "That IS the best thing I have hear, 
for the last year. Is It to be made public, or IS It still a secret? 
He said, "It IS to be made as public as pOSSible, tell everybody. 
Then we did some ordmary bUSiness, and I went to my own offiCI 
Colonel Bruce Campbell was there, haVing come as usual for th 
latest mformatlOn. He said, "What news have you for me?" 
replied, "The newest and best IS that G:meral Gordon IS comIn 
out to settle the Soudan, and IS now on hiS way." He said, " 
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don't believe it. The English Government will never tet him 
come." "Well," I said, "I thmk you'll see It'S true" Then he 
went away. 

That evemng I had to take some papers to Nubar's house for 
him to sign. Soon after I went m he said, "I am to be con
gratulated The weight of the Soudan IS off my shoulders. If any 
one can manage It, Go{don can." He really did seem glad that 
Gordon was commg out, which was good of him consld~nng 
the abUSive way m which Gordon had hoth wntten and spoken 
of him. 

The next day Nubar stopped me m the street to talk about 
Bashl Bazouks, who had come to Cairo and were troubling him 
about their pay, and he agam repeated how glad he was that 
Gordon was commg out. The followmg day everyone was talkmg 
about It, several Egyptians said, "Fmlshed with the Mahdl" But 
that was too hopeful a view I had to see Major Vmcent about 
the War Office budget, m which he was very eager to make more 
economies, and he asked how much money was Gordon likely to 
want for takmg all the people out of the Soudan and settlmg up 
the affairs there. I said that Gordon couldn't answer that question 
himself, that there was no doubt that he would do the Job better 
and cheaper than anyone else Su Evelyn Barmg seemed hopeful 
and said, " That It was specially understood that Gordon was under 
the English and not under the Ee;yptlan Government, and that 
therefore he would be under him LBarmg] and not under Nubar 
But," he added smllmg, "not that It IS very likely that Gordon 
WIll take orders from me or anyone else" 

The next day, the und, SIr Evelyn Wood saId to me, "Gordon 
IS commg out with the mtention of gomg straight through the 
Canal and on to Suakm, without commg to Cairo, I can qUite 
understand hiS not liking to come to Cairo, but It IS very Important 
he should see Barmg before gomg to the Soudan, and It would 
look badly If he did not call on the KhedIve I shall therefore go 
down to Port Said to-morrow to meet and try to bnng hIm up to 
Cairo, and I want you to come With me. Nubar has arranged for 
a boat and tram to brmg him up here" 

That day there was a telegram from Slatm Bey m Darfour, 
statmg that he was constantly bemg attacked by the Mahdl's 
people, that hiS ammumtlOn was runmng out, hiS soldiers were 
gettmg demoralIZed, and he had had to shoot several of them, and 
he could not hold out much longer unless ammunitlOn and rem
forcements were sent him. It was arranged to send a telegram to 
Dongola to be sent to hIm as soon as possible, tellmg rum that 
General Gordon was going to the Soudan to withdraw all the 
Egyptian troops, and everybody else who wished to leave. This 
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messag~ was to be sent to the Mudlr of Dongola with orders to 
send It on by several different messengers, so as' to make sure of 
Slatm Bey gettmg It 

In the afternoon Sir E Wood asked me to see Nubar to make 
sure that the necessary arrangements had been made for brmgmg 
Gordon qUickly up from Port Said Nubar looked very tired and 
spoke French, saI~ he was too tIred to talk m English He sent 
for Tlgrane who looked very sulky, but It was not clear whether It 
was because Gordon was commg out, or because he was not so 
Important a man as In Chenf's time Nubar gave him orders to 
see that everything was ready for Gordon's Journey, and said that 
no expense would be spared to send him to Khartoum In the 
shortest possible tune, as the sooner he got there, the sooner 
things would be settled That night we dmed at Sir E Baring's, 
a regular Consular dinner-AustrIan, RUSSian, Netherlands, etc 
I was sitting next Tlgrane, who would hardly say a word, he does 
not seem qUite to approve of the advance of English Ideas Nubar 
on the contrary, who Wd.S also there, seemed very cheerful. It 
Will be cunous to see whether Tlgrane wIll contmue to work With 
Nl1bar or not Other people came In after dmner for dancmg 

The next morning Sir E Wood sent to me to say that he was 
unhappy about SlatIn Bey and the people In Darfour, and asked 
me to ask N ubar not to send the message to Dongola until Gordon 
had arrIved Nubar was not In hiS office, and I waited a good 
whde In Tlgrane's room, who was much more talkative than the 
mght before He said he was not let to do anything now, and 
that Nubar and Sir E Banng managed everythmg He seemed 
rather doubtful of the success of Gordon's miSSIOn to the Soudan, 
on account of the power that the Mahdl had up there 

At I I 30 Sir E Wood and I started for Ismallia, and arrIved 
there about 5 p m Sir Evelyn was rather uneasy In hiS mmd 
about Gordon, as he thought It might be dIfficult to persuade him 
to come to Cairo. At Ismailia we were met by the Governor and 
other Notables, and went straight over to the pier, where a steam 
launch was waiting to take us to Port Said, among others who 
were there was Khalil Agha, an Albanian policeman, who had 
been With me In the campaign, and who had now charge of the 
roads and gardens at IsmaI1la A little French red faced doctor 
begged for a passage as he had been telegraphed for from Port 
Said We started at once and reached Port Said at I I 30 P m. A 
lot of people met us, and accompanied Sir Evelyn to the Hotel 
des Pays Bas, where rooms had been engaged for him by the 
Governor 

Next morning I went to the P and 0 Office and saw Mr Roy, 
who SaId that the" TanJore" from BrindiSI would not be In tIll 
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the afternoon, but he was proved to be wrong, for half"- hour 
afterwards she was 10 sight, and, by the time we had fimshed 
breakfast, and Sir Evelyn had mspected the company of the 
8th Battalion stationed at Port Said, the" Tanjore" was 10 the 
harbour close to H M S "Carysfort," which had been sent from 
Malta to take General Gordon to Suakm, and was now waltmg 
for him with steam up ready to start OUT steam launch was at 
the pier, and we went out to the "Tanjore" at once General 
Gordon was on the poop talkmg to Col Stewart. A minute served 
to make him and SIT E. Wood acquamted With one another, and 
at the same moment the English Consul put mto General Gordon's 
hands a bundle of Cipher telegrams from Lord Granville and Sir 
E. Banng, and Col. Stewart and I went down at once Into the 
saloon to deCipher them The Captam of the" Carysfort " came 
on board to report hiS ship ready, and Sir E Wood seemed at 
first a little doubtful how to break the intelligence to General 
Gordon that he was expected to come to Cairo mstead of gomg 
to Suakm as he mtended, but the latter proved qu~te amenable, 
and as soon as he was told that the steam launch was alongside 
to take him to Ismal1la, said he was ready to start at once, so 
their baggage was put 10, and m five mmutes we were steammg to 
Ismalha somewhat to the astomshment of the Captam of the 
"Carysfort," who expected to have taken the General With him. 
Stewart and I contmued deciphermg the telegrams, which were all 
to the same effect, that General Gordon had better go to CaITo 
while he and Sir Evelyn Wood were becommg acquamted With 
one another It was cunous to thmk that Gordon had sent Sir 
Evelyn to Egypt, while Sir Evelyn had really been the means of 
gettmg Gordon sent to the Soudan. 

Although Gordon had started so readily for Cairo, he at first 
seemed of opmlOn It would have been better If he had gone to 
Suakm to make friends With the chief of the tnbes who were 
fightmg agamst Baker He seemed to have little doubt of the 
practicability of the scheme, but, as he might not have been able 
to get by that road to Khartoum, and as the malO thmg was to 
get him to that place as soon as possible, there IS little doubt It 
was better for him to go by the Nile valley The five hours to 
Ismailla were employed by Sir E. Wood makmg Gordon fully 
acquamted With the state of affairs 10 Egypt and the Soudan. At 
five o'clock we reached Ismailla and went at once to the stabon, 
where a special tram was ready to take Gordon to Cruro In the 
carnage was Mahommed Bey Tuhaml, who had formerly been 
Gordon's secrelary 10 the Soudan, and who had been sent down 
by Gordon's request to ~eet him He IS jet black and now qUlte 
blmd, having lost hiS sight on the WhIte Nile, whIther Gordon 
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sent htrl1 fot takmg bakshlsh to the extent of £3,000 This did 
not prevent his bemg very glad to see his old master agam, arid 
his pleasure was mcreased when Gordon PUt£IOO mto his hands. 
He IS a wonderful old man, very clear-headed about the Soudan, 
knowmg nearly every chief by name He said that Mousa, the 
chief of the Hadendowa, whom Gordon had hoped to meet at 
Suakm [was away] and that hiS son Mohammed was at Kassala 
With part of the tnbe, while the rest of It had left him, and With 
the Halega tnbe under Osman Dlgna were fightmg agamst Baker 
at Suakm It oi.S possible, therefore, that Gordon might not have 
found It as easy as he thought to get through that way Tuhami 
was of opmlon that a great many people m the Soudan would be 
very glad to hear of Gordon's arnval, and that many of those who 
had Jomed the Mahdl on account of their hatred of the Egyptian 
Government would leave him He repeatedly mSlsted that the 
rebellion was rather agamst bad Government than a religIOus 
revolt 

The tram reached Cairo at 9 o'clock, but there were not many 
waltmg to receive the General as we were not due till half an hour 
later Gordon went off With Sir E Wood After he had started 
Nubar Pas~a and the Khedive's first aide-de-camp came up Just 
too late to receive him 

The next mornmg Mohammed Tuhaml came to our house With 
a clerk, Abo EI Melik Shal, and at once set to work to wnte 
telegrams to a number of the Notable people m the Soudan, m
formmg them that Gordon was gomg up to bnng peace tothecountry. 
Dunng the mornmg one Arab after another came m until there 
were seven or eight at work Gordon looked m for a few mmutes, 
but spent most of the time With Sir E BarIng, Sir E Wood and 
Nubar He also went to see the KhedIVe, and said he had been 
very humble and made It up With him He arranged With him 
that Abd el Shakoor, the son of Abd el Kader, one of the late 
Sultans of Darfour, was to be sent back to th_at country ThiS had 
been proposed by Gordon years ago The Khedive would never 
agree to It before. In the afternoon Abd el Shakoor looked In, 
and the meetmg between him and Tuhaml was very mterestIng 
It should be remembered that Tuhaml was secretary to Ismael 
Pasha Ayoub when he as Governor-General of the Soudan con
quered Darfour, or to speak more correctly when Zebehr Rahama 
conquered It for him and killed the Sultan. The young man, Abd 
el Shakoor, seems mtelligent, but at first Sight does not show the 
strength of character which he would reqUire Gordon came m 
and told him he was to start With him the next mght The young 
man asked for a few days delay to collect hiS family, but Gordon 
cut him short, saying, "Look, you want a throne, throne first, 
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fan111y afterwards." Tuhami and the other clerks did not fimsh 
their work until late. 

After dmner I went over to Sir E. Wood's to see Gordon, who 
had Just gone. Sir E. was slttmg with Slade, and was very low 
Gordon, who before he left London had protested 10 the strongest 
manner agamst sendmg Zebehr to the Soudan, had that evemng 
wntten a paper to show why It would be a good thmg to take 
Zebeht with him. SIT E. said he had a great respect for Gordon, 
but he really could not change his opmlOn entirely 10 twelve 
hours. I said It was not the least surpnsmg, as It was very usual 
for Gordon to change his opmlOn on the smallest provocation, 
but 10 this case I was sure it would all come nght, and that Zebehr 
would not go. In the same paper he expressed a wish that Zebehr 
and he might be confronted with one another 10 order that the 
former might brmg any accusation agamst him he thought fit 

Leavmg Sir E I went home and found Gordon, who seemed 
equally low. He said he had been talkmg all day and was qUite 
done Speedy was also at our house, and he and Gordon had 
been havmg an argument about King John of AbYSSInia He 
rather took Kmg John's part, while Gordon saId he was a man on 
whom no relIance could be placed Gordon sald Kmg John had 
never stated what he wants, and that If he had a port he wouldn't 
know what to do With It He said, however, he mIght have 
Senheit and Gallabat, and free trade at Massowah 

The next mornmg Tuhaml came agam and wrote a proclama
tion for Gordon to dlstnbute 10 the Soudan Gordon stopped at 
our house for a couple of hours, dunng whIch ttme a great many 
people, pnnclpally EgyptIans, came to see him. The majority 
were persons whom he had known before, and who WIshed to go 
up to the Soudan With him He refused all the applicatIOns, and 
the only two he agreed to take With him were Ibrahim Bey FawzI, 
who had formerly been With him 10 the Soudan, and Ibrahim 
Effendi Ruchdl, whom he took as clerks. Ibrahim Bey Fawzi had 
been promoted by Gordon to every grade from Lieutenant to 
Colonel, and regarded Gordon as hiS Father. He had also at one 
tlm~'en 10 disgrace With Gordon, and had been put m chams. 
Dur g the Egyptian campaign Ibrahim Fawzi had been WIth the 
re .ls at Abou Klr, and had been Without employment since 
the disbandment of the old Egyptian army Ibrahim Ruchdl was 
a Khartoum clerk, who had been temporarIly employed In the 
Soudan office III CaIro Gordon took him back to the Soudan at 
an mcreased rate of pay, , e, £20 a month A little later In the 
mornmg a deputatIOn of merchants mterested 10 the Soudan com
merce came to present Gordon With an address, and to beg that 
he would do what he could to protect the interests of Soudan 
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merchants He replIed to them that he had ,been sent out fror 
England by the Engllli.h Government With a defimte object, VIZ 
to Withdraw the Egyptian Government from the Soudan, that the 
all knew that the Egyptian Government In the Soudan was bac 
and had been used to oppress the people, that the present state c 
affaIrs could not contmue, but that he would do his best to set u 
some system of self-government In the Soudan After the deput< 
tIon retired, General Gordon went out, and I went to the W~ 
Office and arranged for lIthographmg the proclamation alluded t 
above 

General Gordon and Colonel Stewart lunched With us Gleglc 
Pasha came m afterwards and we all went to Sir E Banng's, Wit 
whom were Nubar Pasha and Su Evelyn Wood Sir Evely 
Banng said that General Gordon had expressed a Wish that certal 
matters between him and Zebehr Pasha might be discussed, an 
Zebehr Pasha was called In Gordon and Zebehr sat near on 
another, With an Interpreter between, and Zebehr Pasha was aske 
what he had to say. He said that Gordon Without cause had cor 
fiscated hiS property, had put hiS people In chams, and had cause, 
hiS son to be killed, that when Gordon had gone to the Souda 
he (Zebehr) bad put bls hand qn bls (Gordon's) hand and ha, 
asked him to consider hiS son as hiS own son Then Gener~ 
Gordon said that he had confiscated the property of Zebeh 
because he had been convicted by a court of enqUiry at Khartour 
of havmg mstlgated hIs son to revolt agamst the Governmenl 
that the conVictIOn was to a certam extent based upon a lette 
wntten from Zebehr to hiS son and found among the latter' 
(Suliman's) papers Zebehr "I never wrote such a letter YOI 
should produce It as proof of what you say" General Gordon 
"I cannot produce the letter as It was attached to the proceed 
mgs of the court and sent With the latter to hiS Highness th 
Khedive If the proceedmgs can be found the letter should b 
found With them" Zebehr- "If the letter can be found I deserv 
to lose my head," and he drew hiS band across hiS throal 
Gordon' "If the letter was not written, I was not Justified m wha 
I did" Then Sir Evelyn BaTIng said that he would see that th 
" proceedmgs " were looked for, and he directed SIr E Wood tl 
endeavour to find them Then Zebehr said to Gordon " And yOI 
killed my son, although I had speCIally entrusted him to your care 
Gordon "I did take care of your son and I had him promotec 
to the rank of Bey, and then afterwards he treacherously killec 
200 Egyptian soldiers In the Bahr Gazal" Zebehr fenced With th, 
questIOn for some time and at last said "I was no longer re 
sponslble for my son. you had made him a Bey, you wen 
responsible" Then Szr E. Barzng said that "apparently therl 
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~ were two questIOns between Zebehr and Gordon, the first con-

cermng Zebehr himself which turned on the eXistence of a certam 
letter which would be searched for, that If Zebehr was proved not 
to be gUilty he would see that compensatIOn was made to him for 
his losses; the second question concerned Zebehr's son, for whose 
actIOn It now appeared Zebehr dld not hold himself responsible" 
Zebehr stood up and made a speech mamly to the effect that the 
name of England and the justice of England were known to all 
nations, and that he would leave all 10 the hands of hiS Excel
lency. Zebehr then left the room Sir E. Banng said that the 
next pomt to diSCUSS was whether Zebehr Pasha was to go to the 
Soudan or not, as General Gordon had suggested the advlsablhty 
of hiS gomg. General Gordon said "I had better not be here 
while you are discussing that Hear what Watson has to say" 
And he went out. Sir E. Banng asked me what I had to say, and 
I answered that I conSidered It would be the greatest pOSSible 
mistake to let Zebehr go to the Soudan With Gordon, and that, If 
my own opmlOn was of no value, I had been requested by one 
who knew the Soudan well to do all I could to prevent hiS gomg, 
as It was almost certam that one or the other would not come 
back ahve. Sir E Wood also said that he did not thmk It adVIS
able for Zebehr to go, and Nubar Pasha expressed the same 
opmlOn, but more mildly Nubar gave me the Idea that for some 
reason or other he was annoyed at havmg Zebehr's affaIrs stirred 
up agam and wanted it to relapse mto obhvlOn as soon as pOSSible. 
Gordon and Zebehr were then called 10 agam, and Sir E Baring 
Informed the latter that It was conSidered deSirable he should not 
at present go to the Soudan, but that the question of hiS return 
and of hiS pOSitIOn generally would be discussed as soon as 
General Gordon had returned 10 safety Soon after, every one 
went away. • 

That evenmg there was a large dmner at Sir E. Wood's, Nubar 
Pasha, Abd el Kader, etc. etc At 9 o'clock we drove to Boulac 
Dakrour station to see Gordon off, hiS tram was to start at 9 30, 

but at the last minute It appeared that Abd el Shakoor, the Sultan 
of Darfour, In place of commg With two or three people as Gordon 
had arranged, had brought all hiS family and followers, nearly fifty 
10 number. Gordon did not like to leave them behmd, so fresh 
carriages were put on, and the people and baggage were tumbled 
Into the tram, which started at 1030 Dunng the followmg days 
Tuhaml brought me several papers respectmg affaIrS 10 the 
Soudan, which he asked' me to send to General Gordon for hiS 
gUidance 

Cairo, lot" Feb., 1884 
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GE~ERAL SIR GERALD GRAHAM TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

Saxon, Feb. 4th, 1884 
My DEAR SIR HENRY, 

I have been accompanymg your brother as far as Korusko and 
seen him start off on his Journey across the desert He IS much 
more cheery and confident than he was when he left Cairo, and 
looks forward to constructmg a government and army out of 
native materials as If It were the simplest thmg m the world He 
has certamly an extraordmary Influence over the natives, the 
secret of WhiCh seems to me to b,e that he IS really fond of them 
and enters Into theIr feelmgs, whJle he at the same time shows an 
energy that must appear to them superhuman 

GIl.RALD GRAHAM 

GENERAL C. G GORDON TO MONSJEUR DE MOUTARDIN, RUE 
ROGATE, No 7, PARIS (FROM SIR HENRY GORDON'S PAPERS) 

(Apparently translated from the French) 

Khartoum, 5 Novr 84. 
My DEAR SIR, 

Thank you for your letter 25 August received yesterday by a 
spy, and also for your good wishes for our security The Arabs 
are tranqUil enough, they are at the South and S Wand East, but 
otherwise they are not. "Ve are m much VICIssitude I regret sen
sibly that your Consul, Mr. Harbm, who went down In a steamer 
with Colonel Stewart, and Mr. Power, English Consul, after an 
uproar were klIIed m route with the other M. M I do not under
stand, for the steamer had been blmded, had a gun and a good 
force They left here the loth o( September I had them escorted 
below Berber, and they ought to have been at Dongola the 20th 
September, but an officer has Informed me that on the 14th 
October they had not arrIved there It IS very grievous Excuse a 
longer letter, for I have so many thIngs to do 

Believe me my dear M de Moutardm, Yours smcerely, 
C G GORDON. 

P S You say to me, "Expedition for my relief," thank you, 
n6,-" ExpeditIOn for the relief of the garrisons of the Soudan," 
that IS the tttle you understand, IS It not? I was sent to succour the 
garrIsons of the Soudan, I have failed, they sent the Troops to 
make up for the faJlure on my part Slatm Bey IS with the Mahdl 
8 miles distant from here, he IS weII and has become Muslim, as 
they say IS the case with all the Europeans I The time of Martyrs 
for the faith IS ended I 
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SIR CHARLES WATSON TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

My DEAR SIR HENRY, 
War Office, CaIro, 24 2 1885. 

Since posting my letter to you I have had forwarded to me 
from Kortl a letter from your brother dated 14. 12. 84 It IS 
sad to get It, but I thought you would hke a copy, so send one 
He eVidently knew there was treachery at work In Khartoum some 
time before It fell. The last paragraph concerns some small com
miSSIons I did for him, It IS of no consequence The letter was 
given to SIr Charles Wllson at Gubat by Kashlm el Moos, who 
commanded the steamers So Wllson must have had an anxIous 
time gOing up. He would have done anything to save your brother, 
and must have felt there was no hope before he left Khartoum 
behind him. It IS a sad story, but I cannot help envyIng your 
brother, 

Ever yours sincerely, 
C M WATSON 

I have shown the letter to SIr F. Stephenson and SIr E Banng 
The latter took a copy of It. 

Enclosure. 
Khartoum, 14. 12 84 

My DEAR WATSON, 
I think the game IS up and send Mrs Watson, you and Graham 

my adieux. We may expect a catastrophe In the town In or after 
10 days time ThiS would not have happened (If It does happen) 
If our people had taken better precautIons as to mformmg us of 
then movements. But thIS IS "splIt milk," good bye. Mmd and 
let my brother (68, Elm Park Road, Chelsea) know what lowe 
you 

Yours smcerely, 
C G. GORDON 

The above was received at Gubat by Sir C. Wtlson on the 22 

January 1885. 

SIR CHARLES WATSON TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

War Office, CaIro, 10. 3 18?S 
My DEAR SIR HENRY, 
, Smce last wntmg to Y9U I have had a second letter from your 

brother, but of earher date than the one of which I sent you a 
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copy {,I am so often asked for copies of It that -I have had It 
lithographed In facsimile, and enclose you a copy of It You will 
'see he speaks strongly about the government, and he had reason 
Why was not General Graham allowed to go on last year? But It 
IS not much use talking about It now I only hope that the govern
ment will at last realize that the Soudan bUSiness IS a large one 
that wIll take years to settle, I have seen young Anderson of the 
artIllery He started for Souaklm yesterday With General Graham 

I hope you are all well, 
Yours very Sincerely, 

C M WATSON 

Enclosure In Facslmzle 
Kartum, 26 II 84 

My DEAR WATSON, 
Thanks for your letter which I received yesterday, the steamer 

which brought It, had to run the gauntlet of no end of nfle fire 
and of 6 guns, she was struck 3 times by shells, but only 
7 were wounded I hope you and Mrs Watson are well I 
am not Ill-treated 1 consider, but the Cairo people up here they 
are the III used 1 Will accept nothzng whatever from Gladstone's 
Government I Will not even let them pay my expenses I Will 
get the King to pay them I Will never put foot In England again 
-but WIll (D.V If I get out) go to Brussels and so on to Congo 
How IS MI5S Arnott, the lady who was With me? 1 greatly 
fear for Stewart, Power and Herbin, French Consul With kindest 
regards, believe me yours Sincerely, With kindest regards to 
Mrs Watson, 

C G GORDON 

LAST TELEGRAM FROM GENERAL GORDON (FROM AMONG 
MRS MOFFITT'S PAPERS) 

JUnior United Service Club, 
London, S W 

8.1une 1886 

An Egyptian Clerk, who was taken pnsoner by the rebels at the 
fall of Khartoum, and at last succeeded In effecting hiS escape 
from Omdurman, gave me a copy of an ArabiC telegram of which 
he said the follOWing was the story. 

On or about the 29th December 1884, General Gordon dictated 
thIS telegram to him It was wntten on a small piece of paper 
General Gordon then took a cartrIdge, took out the bullet and 
shook the gunpowder out of It. He then folded up the telegram, 
put It In the cartrIdge In place of the powder, and replaced the 
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bullet, so that the cartndge looked as If It had not been t~uehed 
General Gordon then gave It to a messenger who put It ~nth hIS 
other cartndge"s and started for Dongola 

I have never heard that he arnved, neIther have I any means 
of confirmIng the truth of the clerk's story It seems, however, 
very unlIkely that he should have Invented such a tale, or have 
written the telegram hImself 

The translatIOn of the telegram IS as follows 

"To the SovereIgn of the KIngdom 
"After salutatIOns r would at once, calltng to mmd wl;1at I 

have gone through, mform theIr Majesties the Sovereigns of the 
actIOns of Great Bntam and the Ottoman EmpIre, who appoInted 
me as Governor General of the Soudan for the purpose of appeas
mg the rebellIon m that country 

"Durmg the twelve months that I have been here, these two 
Powers, the one remarkable for her wealth and the other for her 
mIlItary force, have remamed unaffected by my SItuatIOn, perhaps 
relymg too much on the news sent by Hus,em Pasha Khahfa who 
~urrendered of hIS own accord Although I personally am t.oo 
mSlgmficant to be taken mto account, the Powers were bound 
neverthele'is to fulfil the engagement upon whIch my appomtment 
was based, so as to shIeld the honor of the Governments 

"What I have gone through I cannot descnbe The AlmIghty 
God wIll help me" 

I would observe that the fact of General Gordon speakmg of 
havmg been" twelve months" m the Soudan would lead to the 
sUppOSItIOn that the telegram ",as written later than the clerk 
,tated ThIS IS qUIte possIble as EgyptIans are not good at re
membenng dates 

C M WATSON 

SIR CHARLES WILSON TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

MountjOY Barracks, Phremx Park, Dubhn, 
Sep 9 r885 

My DEAR GORDON, 

There has ne.er been any doubt m my mmd a'i to the manner 
of your brother's death He was killed before sunnsc, apparently 
before It was qUite daylight, a short du,tance outsIde the Palace 
gates, where he met a party of Alabs He fell at the first dIS
charge, but whether kIlled, or severely ",ounded, wedo not know, 
hIS body when seen afterwards had several lance wounds, and hIS 
head wa, cut off by a Dugaml Arab and exposed on a pole m the 
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open srace between the Mahdl's two camps at Omdurman I 
tried to keep these details from the correspondents In the Sudan, 
knowmg how painful they would be to you and hiS family, but as 
you have asked for them I gIVe them now The body was left on 
the ground some time, and then appears to have been buned 
with others In the ditch south of Khartum One account \\as 
that the body was buned under a large calm of stones, where It 
fell, by people throwmg stones at It as they passed, a common 
Arab custom The decapitatIOn IS also Arab and what one might 
naturally expect, on the other hand the Arabs never mutilate the 
dead as the EthlOPIC tribes do Our dead were untouched except 
by lance thrusts, whIlst those on tqe Sawakln Side were hOrrIbly 
mutIlated You may therefore be certain that no Insult was offered 
to your brother's body 

My view IS that your brother was roused up, Just before day
light, by the news that the Arabs had entered the town, that he 
hastily collected hiS cavasses (armed servants) and left the Palace 
with the mtentlOn of reaching the stone church, where the 
ammumtlOn was stored, and then of blOWing up the magalme or 
trying to hold out tIll we arrived He probably Intended plckmg 
up the Austrian Consul on hiS way, but unfortunately was met by 
a party of Arabs Just after he left the Palace gates. The Arabs 
apparently did not know It was your brother when they fired, they 
only saw the cavasses 10 their Egyptian umform Your brother, 
If he had chosen, might have made an attempt to save hiS own 
life by gomg on board the steamers which always had steam up, 
but you know as well as I do he would never have done that. The 
steamers tried to get down the river, but turned back when fire 
was opened upon them from Omdurman, had a European been 
on board they might have run the gauntlet. My account of )our 
brother's death IS based on two mdependent reports made not 
very long after the fall of Khartum and before the Wild stones 
which so rapidly grow out of such an event, In semi-cIvIlIsed 
countnes, had time to obscure the truth In all essential par
ticulars these reports have been confirmed by later ones The 
two reports I allude to were one by a cavass of Ibrahim Bey 
Rushdl'S, whose master was killed With your brother and who was 
present when they were killed ThiS man was of Turkish ongm, 
and bnbed some Arabs to bnng him across the de~ert, from 
Khartum he went down to Cairo With the Mudlr of Dongola 
The other was by a leadmg Sheikh of the Shaglyeh, whom we had 
sent to Khartum With letters for your brother, thiS man was In 
Khartum when It fell, and saw your brother's body not long after 
he had been killed, he came down to us by the Wady Blshara 
road The two men were unknown to each other, of different race, 
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and came by different roads, at an Interval of a few daysl there 
could not theref,pre have been any collusIOn , 

Watson IS collectIng all he can about the last days at Khartum, 
have you wntten to him? 

Yours sIncerely, 
C W WILSON 

NOlES FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH A REFVGEE WHO CAME FROM 
KHARTOUM ON OR ABOUT THE 3RD NOVEMBER 1887 to 
SUAKIN (FROM AMONG MRS MOFFITT'S PAPERS) 

Rank, Sergi Ma;or 
Nationality, Turk 
Was formerly In the Garrison at Berber, but escaped at ItS fall 

to Kartoum, where he was one of four Sergeants Orderlies to 
Gordon. He was" on (juty" on the 26th, and was With Gordon 
In the" look out" on the top of the Palace. Gordon the evenIng 
before warned the people that he had seen a great deal of extra 
excitement gOIng on In the rebel camp, and that unless a "good 
resistance was made that night the town would fall" The soldIers 
were In a starvIng state and many left the lines in search of food, 
the cIvilians armed themselves and went on to the lines As the 
morning star rose the rebels made a feint at the portion of 
the defence under Ferag Pasha (wIth the black troops), but at 
the same time they directed their full attack at the defence com
manded by Hassan Bey Benassawle (with the 5th Regt , fellaheen) 
and succeeded In gettmg Into the town Gordon, when he heard 
the rebels In the town, SaId "It IS all finished, to-day Gordon \\111 

be killed (" enhardeh Gordon cassoora "), and went downstaIrs, 
followed by the four sergeants, who took their nlles With them. 
He took a chair and sat down on the nght of the Palace door, 
the four sergeants standmg on hiS left, all at once a sheIkh 
galloped up WIth some Baggara Arabs, the sergeants were on 
the POInt of finng when Gordon, seIzIng one of their nlles, said 
.. No need of rifles, to-day Gordon IS to be killed" (as before) 
The Sheikh told Gordon that he had been ordered by the Mahdl to 
brmg him alIve. Gordon refused to go, saymg that he wouleJ die 
where he was, and addIng that no harm was to be done to the 
four sergeants who had not fired on the rebels. The Sheikh 
repeated the order three times, and each tIme Gordon gave the 
same answer. After a few words the SheIkh drew hiS sword and 
rushIng up to Gordon cut him In a slantmg dIrection over the left 
shoulder, Gordon loolung him straight In the face and offermg no 
resistance of any kmd. HIS head was cut off and taken to the 
Mahdl at Omdurman, and hiS body was buried close to the door 
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of thtt Palace and a tomb bUilt over It The four sergeants we ~ 
not hurt, but taken prisoners, and two have already managed t" 
escape The sergeant, on being questioned ~bout 'the report mad 
by Co1onel Kltchener, states that food was so scarce that Gordo I 
hImself lIved on a handful of doura, which was made mto a thlc 
soup, the people lIving chIefly on the fibre of the palm-tree road 
mto cakes All the ammals were killed, with the exceptIon of 
donkey, over whIch there was a guard Finally an officer ~tole I 

and sold Its flesh at any prIce he asked A fish was caught an 
sold In a simIlar manner. 

IbrahIm Bey FOWSIIS now at Omdurman, Farag Ullah Bey IS at 
Galabat 

SIR CHARLES WATSON TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

Cairo, 2July 1885 
Mli DEAR SIR HENRY, 

Very many thanks for sending me the" Journals," which have 
reached me thIS afternoon I have only just had time to glance at 
them, but WrIte at once to catch the ItalIan mall They seem 
most mterestIng What a pity It IS that he did not keep them all 
from the begmmng of the siege Instead of sendIng them down by 
Stewart, but of course he thought It safer to do the latter 

I was very glad to read your paper m the IntrodUction about 
Sir Charles WIlson, who seems to be unjustly blamed Have you 
seen hIm SInce he came to England? I was a lIttle sorry to see 
the footnote on page 121 about Abd-el-Kader Pasha, as It does 
not qUIte convey the truth about hIS refusal to go to the Soudan 
He agreed to go on certaIn condItIOns, the most Important of 
whIch was that the abandonment of the Soudan was not to be 
announced, but m the InstructIOns which were drawn up for 
him the abandonment was a leading feature I made thiS note 
upon them at the time 

"N B Abd-el-Kader did not agree to these InstructIOns on the 
ground that an ImmedIate abandonment of Khartoum was Inex 
pedlent, and that to go to the Soudan wIth such an IntentIOn 
would lead to certain faIlure The proposal to send him therefore 
fell through (16 Jan. 1884)" 

Abd-el-Kader always remaIned of the same oplmon that to 
proclaIm the abandonment 0'£ the Soudan was to make the removal 
of the garrIsons ImpOSSIble He IS one of the best Pashas I have 
met WIth, one who has not got nch 

I shall WrIte agaIn when I have read the Journals 
Yours very sIncerely, 

C. M. WATSON 
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SIR CH\RLtS WILSON'S ACCOUNT OF HIS EXPEDITION TO 
OMDURMAN SENT TO SIR H. GORDON 

Mountjoy Barracks, DublIn, 27.July 1885. 
I. The force under Sir H Stewart was sent across the desert to 

occupy Matammeh,open up commumcatIon with General Gordon's 
steamers, and through them with Khartum It was hoped that the 
presence of this force, which was not much larger than a battalIon 
at war strength, on the Nile at Matammeh would withdraw some 
of the pressure on Khartum, but It was not sent to relIeve that 
place. 

2 My mission was to commumcate wIth General Gordon, to 
delIver Lord Wolseley's letters to him, to ascertain from him the 
exact positIOn of affairs at Khartum, to mform him that the 
forces advancmg for the relIef of Khartum would be concentrated 
at Matammeh and Shendy by the first week m March, and to 
have three officers m Khartum to assist General Gordon m the 
defence until relief came I was then to return to Kortl, bnngmg 
the English soldIers down the river WIth me There was never 
any question of my attempting the relIef of Khartum 

3. No one at Gubat, no one on the steamers of General 
Gordon's fiot111a had the slightest suspIcion that a cnsls would 
occur at Khartum WIthin a few days of our amval at Matammeh. 
The first tIme that the officers and men on the steamers expressed 
a doubt as to the safety of Khartum was when we came under fire 
of the guns at Halfiyeh There was therefore no urgent necessIty 
for an ImmedIate start Without conSIderatIOn for the posItIon of 
the little force whIch had been more than deCimated on ItS march 
to the Nile 

4. The steamers left Gubat at 8 a m on the 24th, and arnved 
off Omdurman at 2 pm. on the 28th; they were heavJly laden 
With gram, yet they made better time up the river as far as times 
can be compared, than Lord C Beresford m the "Safieh," manned 
by officers and men of the Second DlVlSlOn of the Naval Bngade 
who had come across after the steamers left, thiS shows when 
once started there was no delay Had the steamers started at 
3 pm on the a1st, the day of theIr amval, they would on the 
evemng of the 25th have been some dIstance below Halfiyeh, out 
of Sight of Khartum and unable to exert any mfluence over the 
events which occurred at Khartum at dawn on the 26th It IS 

absurd to suppose the Mahdl's plans would have been altered by 
hIS knowing the two steamers were commg up, he probably 
believed, as General Gordon did, they could not pass the 
battenes. 
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5 The steamers were under fire from both banks, In actlOr 
with the Mahdl's army, for four hours, It was Impossible to lane 
In the face of such a strong force, they came out of actIon a btth 
after 4, and about 5 or soon after hauled Into the bank l( 
obtain informatIOn We ascertained then, ,e on the evemng 0 

the 28th, that Khartum had fallen through the treachery of Fara 
Pasha at dawn on the 26th, and that General Gordon had beer 
killed These were the two capital facts which It was necessary tht 
Government and Lord Wolseley should know, all we have learne( 
Since IS matter of detaIl There was frequent commumcatlOn Witt 
natives on the way down, they all told essentIally the same story 
and there was never any doubt 10 my mind as to the truth of th( 
malO pomts 

6 It may be mterestIng to know that General Gordon's lasl 
great sortie was on the 17th January, the day of Abu Klea, ane 
that It IS almost certam he and his garrIson had heard of the fighl 
at Abu Klea, and possibly Gubat before the end came 

C.W.W 

MR EDWARD HAMILTON TO SIR HENRY GORDON 

10, Dowmng Street, 20lhJuly 1884 
DEAR SIR, 

I beg to return to you Lord Wolseley's letter, of which I havE 
retamed a copy 

Mr Gladstone IS much oblIged for your further note of to-da) 
on the subject of the positIOn of affairs at Khartoum He admit' 
the force of what you say, but he was under the ImpressIOn thai 
there was a known route to the South and to the sea froIT 
Khartoum, and that there must be persons, perhaps man) 
persons, who are acquamted With It from the course of trade 01 

otherWise He would be glad to know whether he IS right 01 

wrong 10 thIS ImpressIOn Faithfully yours, 
E W HAMILTON 

MEMORANDUM BY SIR HENRY GORDON, DATED 22nd July 1884 
FORWARDED TO MR GLADSTONE, 23rdJuly 1884 

GENERAL GORDON'S PRESENT POSITION 

There IS no proof that Khartoum IS mvested upon the South
on the contrary there IS presumptive eVidence that It IS not, SinCE 
the Rebels, If 10 posItion there, would find It difficult to keep u~ 
theIr commumcatlons for supplIes of Food, whIle their flank, 
would be exposed on either Side to constant attacks-by mean' 
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of steamers from Khartoum. All commUnIcatIOns that havf come 
to hand, whethet' true or not, pomt to the country to the South as 
being open, and as of suppbes commg m. 

There IS no questIOn but what If General Gordon wished to 
leave with Colonel Stewart he could do so at any time, he could 
go to the Bahr-e\-Gazelle-or he could move to the Equator (see 
General Gordon's own statement that he could get away to the 
Congo, also Sir Samuel Baker's letter to the .. Times" of 30th 
Apnl, and to the fact, accordmg to Dr. Hlll's book, "Colonel 
Gordon In Central Afnca," that he was travelhng to and fro on a 
"low Nile," m March and Apnl 1874) 

But It IS equally certam that General Gordon would not desert 
the people who have been faithful to him 

It IS not a question of the safety of the gamson, but It IS one of 
the protection of the traders at Khartoum 

The former might be moved to Sennaar and thence transported 
further to the South, the latter would not leave-to do so would 
be worse than death (see enclosure In NO.3, Egypt, dated 
Khartoum, 8th Apnl 1884. shOWing that General Gordon had 
traded with the people whom he would not desert) 

The questIOn would be the same If a force were at Khartoum 
No doubt General Gordon at thiS time IS domg all he can to 

secure the safety of the inhabitants, and would not care how he 
accompbshed It 

It IS beheved that he IS conferrmg With the Mahdl, havmg thiS 
object In View, although he has no faith In hiS (the Mahdl's) 
power. If General Gordon could secure the safety of the people 
of Sennaar and Khartoum he would retire, smce It may be 
assumed that Kassala IS safe. 

It seems probable that the Rebels to the North of Khartoum 
are mstlgated by Zebehr, and that the money at Berber has been 
too great a temptatIOn to the Governor of that Station. It IS 
doubtful whether Berber was not qUietly given over to the rebels, 
and that It did not fall by assault 

The Tribes to the North of Khartoum rose In rebelhon for the 
reasons stated in the" Times" of the loth March, under date of 
Khartoum 7th March, .. thiS- IS not owmg to disaffection, but to 
fear caused by the pronounced pohcy of the abandonment of the 
Soudan, which pohcy has been pubhshed by sendmg down the 
Widows and orphans and CaITo employees from Khartoum. We 
cannot blame them for nsmg when no defimte sign IS shown of 
estabhshmg a permanent Government here. The Mahdl IS a non
entity as to any advance on Khartoum, but all-powerful through 
hiS emlssanes when backed With pronounced pohcy of abandon
ment Without estabhshmg a permanent Government" 
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On tbe other hand while Gener!ll Gordon may n9t, at this time, 
be 10 actual personal danger more than that mCld~ntal to disaffec
tIOn at Khartoum, or from the dally contmgencles which present 
themselves 10 time of war, yet the tlm~ IS approachmg when ~ome 
steps must be taken to prove that he, as the agent of the Bntlsh 
Government, IS not to be abandoned, and to thIs must be coupled 
the fact that hIS ammumtlOn IS runnmg short, and that he has 
not been heard of for so long a penod. 

It was hoped that the outbreaks among the tnbes to the North 
of Khartoum would long ago have been put down, and that the 
country would have been qUIet such an expectatIOn, however, has 
not been realIzed, and when General Gordon's ammumtlOn fails he 
wIll be at the mercy of the Rebels 

In the absence of a Government that could secure the safety of 
the mhabitants, matters could not Impro,e, It IS therefore neces
sary, Imperatively so, to reconsIder General Gordon's applicatIOn 
to have Zebehr sent up (see "TImes," 5th March, dated 
Khartoum, 3rd March) 

" It IS now admItted that Zebehr Pasha IS the only man con
nected wIth the Soudan, who IS endowed wIth the ability and 
firmness necessary to head any Government here. 

"It IS out of the question that General Gordon should leave 
Khartoum wIthout first havmg formed a Government whIch ",ould 
10 some measure stem the wave of fearful anarchy that must eventu
ally sweep over the Soudan The arrIval of Zebehr Pasha would 
draw off to hiS side the bands ofrebels which are now scattered over 
the Soudan, and hIS great knowledge of .the tnbes fits him more 
than any other man to take the place of the Egyptian Government 
He would, of course, come here under certam stnngent conditIOns 
General Gordon had foreseen this. ever smce he left Cairo" I 
mentIOned to Lord GranVille In consequence of confidential mfor
matlOn from Carro, to the effect" that If Zebehr went up to 
Khartoum hIS first act would be to hang General Gordon," 
that It would be dangerous to send Zebehr up, and to thiS opmlOn 
I have adhered up to the present time. 

As, however, the rebels remam 10 force to the North of Khartoum, 
and as matters have not Improved, and cannot Improve unless 
some future 10 the way of Government IS made clear (bearmg also 
10 mmd that General Gordon Will not desert the people at 
Khartoum, unless he can leave them 10 safety), the tIme has 
now arnved that Zebehr should be sent up. It would be 10 

compliance wIth General Gordon's own request, and Zebehr 
mIght be offered a sum of money prOVided he establIshed an 
mdependent Government and so enabled General Gordon to leave 
Khartoum. The payment might be withheld untIl the object 10 
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View, Vlt., G/eneral Gordon's absence from Khartoum, hal! been 
secured. • 

It IS believed that If Zebehr was sent up all danger to the 
peoples at Khartoum, Sennaar and Kassala would cease, and the 
country would be qUieted. 

At the same time It IS necessary that other precautIOns should 
be taken the more espeCially as General Gordon's ammumtlOn IS 
dally decreased by expenditure It would therefore seem deSIrable 
that a force should be sent to Suaklm In order to open the road 
'rom that place to Berber (one of General Gordon's suggestions), 

,out of course If Zebehr agrees to go, and IS successful, then thiS 
force would not be called Into action, although no delay should 
take place In Its preparation 

It would be out of place my making any remarks upon any 
expedition advancIDg by the Nile, nevertheless I do not belIeve It 
to be practicable 

Any movement of Abysslma upon Kassala and Sennaar would 
raise the whole of the Soudan, and would do an amount of harm 
that cannot be contemplated. 

H. W. GORDO~. 

THE RT HON W. E GLADSTONE, M P , TO SIR HENRY 
GORDON 

DEAR SIR HENRV GORDON, 
10, Dowmng Street, 22 Feb 188S. 

As long as a hope could In any way be entertained that your 
distinguished and excellent brother had survived the betrayal of 
Khartoum, I was unwilling to forgo the slender consolation It 
might afford, and I have also been delayed In wrltmg thiS note 
for two or three days by an inquiry on a kmdred subject But I 
cannot longer forbear from addressIngl to you my humble tribute 
to his memory, Inslgmficant as that tribute must be when rendered 
to one, whose fame has not only become a natIOnal posseSSIOn, 
but gone forth throughout the world 

Though I had not the priVilege of his personal acquaintance, 
yet his was a character of which I thmk many features could be 
plainly read even from a distance The Judgement of mankind has 
pronounced him a hero, and the apphcatloll of that lofty name IS 
speCially marked In his case by the fact that It apphes not only to 
his pubhc acts, but to the man, to the spmt of self-sacrifice, such 
as distingUIshed martyrs and apostles, to a slmphclty of character 
not-less remarkable than his profound enthUSiasm and his bound
less courage. I cannot but add, though It IS perhaps presumptuous, 
my admiration of his astomshIng command, under circumstances 
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so dIfR 'ult of military resource, and of that mexhaustlble strength I 
of Will which formed the crown of his powers,'lt 19 difficult to wI~h I 
any of his virtues had been m any respect restramed, yet I reflect 
with pam, now that catastrophe has come, how III his generou~ 
cohfidence was requited by some of those for whose welfare, 
though they were of a foreign race, It was his desire to hve or die 
I congratulate you on your close and mtlmate aSSociatIOn with 
General Gordon, and I trust that among us there are and Will be 
many who Will stnve -to learn lessons In their several places from 
thiS noble example of ChrIstian herOIsm Beheve me With much 
respect, faithfully yours, 

W E GLADSTONE 

SIR HENRY GORDON TO MR. GLAD»TONE 

DEAR MR GLADSTONE, 
23ri February (1885) 

I am very much obltged for your very kmd note of sympathy, 
and for the very handsome manner In which you speak of General 
Gordon's character and services It IS not for me to dwell upon 
them, and the subject IS a very pamful one, and therefore I hope 
you Will forgive the breVity of my reply 

Yours faithfully, 
H W GORDON 

H M QUEEN VICTORIA TO MISS GORDON 

Osborne, 17th Feb 1885 
DEAR MISS GORDON, 

How shall I wnte to you, or how shall I attempt to ex pres!> 
what I fee/I To thznll of your dear, noble, herOIC Brother, who 
served hiS Country and hiS Queen so truly, so heroically, With a 
self-sacnfice so edlfymg to the World, not havmg been rescued. 
That the promises of support were not fulfilled-which I so fre
quently and constantly pressed on those who asked him to gO-Is 
to me gnej znexjresszble l Indeed It has made me 111' My heart 
bleeds for you hiS Sister, who have gone through so many anxieties 
on hiS account, and who loved the dear Brother as he deserved 
to be You are all so good and trustful, and have such strong 
faith, that you Will be sustamed even now, when real absolute 
eVidence of your dear Brother's death does not eXist-but I fear 
there cannot be much doubt of It Some day I hope to see you 
agam, to tell you all I cannot express My daughter Beatnce, who 
has felt qUIte as I do, Wishes me to express her deepest sympathy 
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with you. I hear so many expressIOns of sorrow and sympathy 
from abroad ftom my eldest daughter the Crown PrlOcess, and 
from my cousm the KlOg of the Belgians-the very warmest 
Would you express to your other Sisters and your elder Brother 
my true sympathy, and what I do so keenly feel, the slam left 
upon England, for your dear Brother's cruel, though herOic, fate 

MADAM, 

Ever 
Dear MIss Gordon, 

Yours smcerely and sympathlzlOgly, 
V R I 

MISS AUGUSTA GORDON TO QUEEN VICTORIA 

Rockstone Place, Southampton 

The letter which your Majesty has so graciously honoured me 
with has deeply touched and gratified me I am so thankful to 
know of your sympathy for, and the endeavours you so very 
kindly made to sa~e my dear Brother, though others dared to pre
vent your supportlOg him 10 his Just demands Never can I cease 
to be deeply grateful to your Majesty for the great klOdness you 
have shown towards him. I thlOk he received the gracIOus message 
you sent him through q1e as m one of the Volumes of hIS Dlanes 
he returns a little letter m which I told him of your Majesty's 
message If permitted I should like to brmg over the Original 
DiarIes when I have the great honour to walt on your Majesty 
next month 

I am your Majesty's devoted subJecr and servant, 
M AUGUSTA GORDON 

MISS AUGUSTA GORDON TO MR BLUNT 

Rockstone Place, SouthaI?pton, lIth September 1882 

Will you klOdly gIVe me a copy (two If you can spare them) of 
your letter on Egypt WrItten to Mr Gladstone and others I am 
sendlOg on by the first mall your letters and the 19th Century 
to my Brother at the Cape Strange you were not listened to by 
those m authonty. I fancy there are many of your way of thlOk-
109 and there would be many more If they knew the rights and 
wrongs done to Egypt 

A. GORDON 
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MR BLUNT TO GENERAL C G GORUON 

My DEAR GENERAL, 
Delhi, 24th/anuary, 1884 

I feel oblIged to wnte to you about your miSSIOn to the Soudan 
I see It announced to-day by telegraph without explanation of Its 
object, but I cannot walt till more defimte news arnves, and I 
deSire to warn you It may be you are gOing there to make peace 
between the Mahdl and our troops In Egypt, to acknowledge hiS 
sovereignty m the Soudan, and arrange terms for the evacuation 
of Khartoum If so, I can only Wish you God speed It IS a good 
work, and you Will accomplish It But If, as I fear It may be, from 
the tradition of some of those m power, the object of your mis
sIOn IS to diVide the tnbes With a view to retammg any part of the 
country for the Khedive, to raise men for him and ~catter money, 
It IS bad work, and you Will fall It must be so N either your 
courage, nor your honest purpose, nor the msplratlOn which ha~ 
httherto guided you, Will bnng you success I know enough to be 
able to assure you that every honest Mohammedan 111 Egypt and 
North Afnca and Arabia sympathizes With the Mahdl's cause, not 
necessanly belIevmg him to have a Dlvme miSSIOn, but as repre
senting Ideas of liberty and Justice and religIOUS government ( 
which they acknowledge to be diVine For thiS reason you Will 
only have the men of Belial on your Side, and these Will betray 
you I beg you be cautIOus Do not trust to the old sympathy 
which umted Enghshmen With the Arabs I fear It IS a thmg 9f 
the past, and that even your great name will not protect you With 
them Also consider what your death will mean the certainty of 
a cry for vengeance In England, and an excuse With those who 
ask no better than a war of conquest I Wish I could be sure that 
all those who are sending you on your miSSIOn do not foresee thiS 
end Forgtve me If I am wrong m my fears, and believe me 
yours, very gratefully, m memory of last year, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MRS SURTEES-ALLNATT TO MR. BLUNT 

134, St Owens, Hereford, Dec 27, 1884 
DEAR SIR, 

Will you allow me, personally a stranger, to tell you how m
terested I am m the result of your applicatIOn to Mr Gladstone 
respectmg your mediatIOn With the Mahdl 

You will the more readily understand my great mterest, when 
I mention that I was m London for some weeks last spnng for 
the purpose of devlsmg sOInf means for the rescue of General 
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Gordon, and that I was about the first (I believe) to sugg~t the 
Volunteer Expedition of which I see by the "Pall Mall Gazette" 
you had heard 

I saw Captam Brocklehurst, having called upon him though a 
stranger, but knowing his friendship for General Gordon. My own 
scheme was in the first place to have raised a "Khartoum Fund," 
for which I had many promises, and would have had no dJtIiculty 
In raising from .£80,000 and upwards My Idea was to pay the 
safe conduct for General Gordon and hiS gamson (In fact for all 
hiS people at Khartoum) from Khartoum to Cairo, a certain sum 
to be paid to the chief of each tnbe, the amount to be In propor
tIOn to the extent of territory over which the safe pass would be 
given I saw many members of the House of Commons and other 
influential persons, but after diSCUSSion, though my plan was 
approved by many, It was waived In favour of the Volunteer Expe
dition, to which I promised to transfer the '£100 I should have 
subscnbe~ to the" safe conduct" scheme 

But the Government negatived deCidedly the Volunteer move
ment, and my plan had fallen through. It was With much regret 
that I returned here, haVing after much anxiety and trouble 
effected nothing of that on which my heart was set 

If I had known you were In London I would have ventured to 
have called on you I have a strong personal regard for General 
Gordon, and With many members of hiS family I am on terms of 
friendship. Now, I am perplexed whether to Wish you success In 

your applicatIOn to the Premier-If It would save General Gordon 
I would pray for It-but If you should be frustrating plans for hiS 
safety I could not I write to you freely though a stranger, and I 
hope you Will forgive me, but the one great Interest which I think 
we both have In common, General Gordon, Will plead my excuse 

Believe me, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
ELIZABETH SURTEES-ALLNATT 

MR. BLUNT TO MRS. ALLNATT 

Crabbet Park, Dec 29, 1884 
My DEAR MADAM, 

I am sorry that I did not know of your plans for rescuing 
General Gordon by peaceful means last year, as your support and 
that of friends so hberal and sincere In their efforts would have 
given great weight to my plea With Mr Gladstone, and might 
perhaps have turned the scale With him In favour of negoclatJon. 
ThiS course would, I am convinced, have been an Infimtely surer and 
better one than that of war which our Government have chosen. 

My pOint of view In the matter IS of course rather a different 
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one K om yours, for you look only to Gen~ral Gordon's safety 
whereas I look also, and Indeed pnmanly, to <!he well-being 0 

the Nile populatIOns, but I see no reason that our efforts shouk 
not even now be made In common 

From all the accounts I receive, Lord Wolseley's expedltlOl 
will meet with determined OpposItion, and It IS qUite pos'lbh 
that It may be several months yet on the road-In ",hlch case the 
time Will shortly come when necessity will compel the Govern 
ment, If they would not fall altogether In their object of savin, 
Gordon's life, to have recourse to our Ideas If not to our help 
My principal fear mdeed IS that, gOing to work through Ignoranc( 
of the conditIOns before them In a blundermg ",ay, their attempt 
to treat will be so protracted that Khartoum Will In the mterva 
have fallen I will not, however, be a prophet of eVil, only 
would urge you not to relax your efforts Any Independent appea 
made Just now to Mr Gladstone would, I believe, have at least thl 
good effect, that It would force on lus attentIOn the daily lllcreaslni 
gravity of Gordon's SituatIOn 

Very faithfully yours, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MRS SURTEES-ALLNATT TO MR BLUNT 

134, St. Owens, Hereford, Febry 17, 1885 
My DEAR SIR, 

I thank you for your letter Just received I hale gIven up (a 
you see) all hope of the precIOus life haVing been saved But hov 
cruel has been the martyrdom of hiS, dUrIng weeks and month~ 
owmg to the Government, of which one cannot speak v.lth augh 
but the greatest contempt and mdlgnatlOn Knowmg the faith 0 

the devoted ChrIstian soldier, I have the hope or rather the con 
solatIon of thmkmg that as he was deserted by man so hiS GO( 
was nearer to him day by day 

I go tomorrow (Wednesday) till Saturday to Mr Egmont Hake 
the BIOgrapher of "Chmese Gordon" I should like very mud 
to talk over one or two matters with you now, respectmg thc 
recovery of hiS bible and Journal, etc, and also of the propose( 
additIOnal expedition Is It not madness to send one of the 
Khedive's sons as Governor General of the Soudan? I though 
the Egyptians were hated by the poor Soudanese 

Unhappy land I What will be the outcome of all thiS? God, 
who created the world out of chaos, can brIng order out of the 
Egyptian confusIOn 

Believe me, My dear Sir, Yrs smcerely, 
ELIZABETH SURTEES-ALLNATT 
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MRS.SURTEES-ALLNATT TO MR. BLUNT 

38, Montpelher Terrace, Cheltenham, 
Feb 21, 1885 

My DEAR SIR, 
I am staymg here till Wednesda.r, when I shall D v return to 

Hereford, where I shall anxIOusly await the result of your kind 
effort to procure for me the bible of dear General Gordon. 

In the train to-day I read In the papers, with dismay, the repl) 
of the Government to the questIOns respectmg the Important and 
precIous records of Khartoum kept by Its devoted Defender 
They decline to say what course they will take regarding them I 
have Just written to Sir Henry Gordon most earnestly beseeching 
him, out of regard to hiS brGther's memory, to apply for the 
possession of the Journal, 6 volumes, on their arrival One dreads 
such Important and deeply Interestmg records getting Into the 
hands of men so unscrupulous as those comprising the present 
Government. The papers would probably be cruelly muttlated 
before leaving their hands, if there were aught 10 them that would 
condemn those who sacrificed their devoted Envoy to paltry party 
deVices. 

I am my dear Sir, Yrs sincerely, 
ELIZABETH SURTEES-ALLNATT 

EXTRACT FROM EDITH, LADY LYTTON'S DIARY 

June 7, Simla, 1880 -In the evemng. while we were at dinner 
under the Shemlana on the lawn, Lord Wilham [Beresford] arnved, 
havmg left Lord Ripon at Umballa and come on very ql.llckly to 
reach us for our last evening. He says the heat has been tremen
dous and worse than he has ever felt It, and he and Major White 
had to put Ice on their heads one mght, expectmg every minute 
to succumb. But Lord Ripon and party have not complamed or 
been Ill. Lord Wilham told us about Colonel Gordon bemg so 
odd, he says the world IS not big enough for him, and that there 
IS no king or country bIg enough He rut Lord Wilham on the 
shoulder, saying, "Yes, that IS flesh, that IS what I hate, and what 
makes me Wish to dIe" He resIgned the Private Secretaryship, 
to the VIceroy's great Inconvemence, because he "as asked to 
answer an address at Bombay saying that Lord Ripon had read 
It With Interest and would write agam at some ttme, and he said: 
"You know perfectly that Lord RIpon has never read It, and Will 
not write, and I can't say those sort of things, so I shall reSign, 
and you take In my resignation" Colonel Gordon received a 
telegram from China askmg him to go and fight the RUSSians 
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there, so he has gone off to do so, and his last word to Lord 
WIlliam was, "Everyone WIll say I am mad, Uut you say I am 
not" 

COLONEL LOUIS A GORDON TO MR BLUNT 

Carpenters, Horsham, Sussex, Sepi 4, 1911 

DEAR MR BLUNT, 
I am glad to see that you, In your new book "Gordon at 

Khartoum," are undertaking the vmdlcatlOn of my uncle's memory 
against an attack on It, whIch Lord Cromer thought fit to make 
In hIs" Modern Egypt" so many years after the death of General 
Gordon and my father SIr Henry Gordon I know that nothing 
that Lord Cromer could wnte would In the least affect General 
Gordon's memory, but the remarks he makes leave a nasty taste 
In the mouth and It IS very desIrable that they should be responded 
to In detaIl 

In "Modern Egypt," page 43, Vol. I, I observe a note which 
affects my father, Sir Henry Gordon, Lord Cromer ~ays "At 
the Instance however, of General Gordon's fnends and family, a 
good deal of vIOlent and very foolish abuse of Lord Granville
and If I remember nghtly, of others-was omitted It IS m my 
opinIOn to be regretted that this was done The publicatIOn of 
the Journal, as It was ongmally wntten, would have enabled the 
public to Judge more accurately of the value of General Gordon's 
cntIclsms, than was possIble when only an expurgated edItion was 
Issued" ThIs contains an accusatIOn of tampenng With the 
Journals whIch the facts do not warrant 

As far a~ SIr Henry Gordon IS concerned, expurgatIOn of the 
kind referred to by Lord Cromer was certainly not authonsed In 
rus " DescnptlOn of the Journals," page Jxv, my father says " I 
have arranged for their Issue m a very nearly entire state, 
only some 6 or 7 pages being omItted which con tam, m my 
OpinIOn, no matter of public Interest, while WIth regard to names 
those who are well acquamted WIth the affalTS of Egypt can fill In 

the blanks WIthout dIfficulty" That no fraud has been exerCIsed 
on the public In the matter, and that the public has not been 
depnved of the opportumty of reading the Journals In full, IS 
suffiCIently plain by the fact that the Journals were depOSited by 
my famIly In the Bntlsh Museum plain for all folk to see, so that 
anyone, canng to do so, can satIsfy hImself on the subject 

Yrs sincerely, 
L A. GORDON 



APPENDIX B 

MR. BLUNT'S ORIENTAL COR,RESPONDENCE 

I As TO HIS PROPOSED MEDIATION WITH THE MAHDI 

MR. BlUNT TO SHEYKH MOHA,MMED ABDU AT PARIS 

London, Apn/7, 1884. 

To my noble and dear fnend, the learned Sheykh Mohammed 
Abdu, the martyr of liberty, may God contmue to enlighten 
hIm. 

Your letter, whIch Her LadyshIp has now translated to me In 
full, has gIven me much pleasure except 10 what you say of your 
not be10g able yet to come to England, but I send you by thIs 
post the money needful for your Journey and trust that you WIll 
acknowledge to me Its safe arrival I wrote four days ago to 
M Sanua tell10g hIm someth1Og of the state of op1OlOn here, and 
smce that time I have wntten a letter whIch wIll be pubhshed 
10 the 'TImes' of to-morrow or Wednesday 10 whIch I have pro
posed a solutIOn of the present dIfficulties and mIsfortunes 10 
Egypt. I trust that It may meet wIth your approval, for m It I 
propose that the Egyptian questIon shall be referred to ah 
European Congress, that the Enghsh army shall retire from the 
country and that Egypt shall be placed under the Jo1Ot protectIOn 
of the Powers, and so govern herself accord1Og to her own will. 

I propose also that peace shall be made WIth the Mahdl, and 
General Gordon be recalled from Khartoum-nor have I forgotten 
to recommend that the decrees of exIle agamst the patnots of 
Egypt shall be reversed. WIth regard to Egypt and Syna and the 
ArabIan Cahphate you know well my VIews, for they are published 
m the book whIch I wrote three years ago founded on your 
learned 1Ostructlons and your VIews conveyed to me through our 
dear fnend (peace be WIth hIm) Mohammed KhalIl But WIth 
regard to the Mohammedans of IndIa these are my Views, and I 
beg that you WIll commUnicate them to the noble pnnce the 
SeYYld Jemal-ed-Dm (to whom also I send my best compliments) 
that he may know them hImself and commUnicate them to the 
Nawab Rasul Var Khan and the UIema of Hyderabad, though I 
have already told them of my thoughts, havmg spoken freely to 
all the Mohammedans of IndIa whom I met. My thoughts there
fore about IndIa are these Accord1Og to the pnnclples whIch I 
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hold In polItical affaIrs I deSire to see liberty and self government 
establIsfled everywhere, and m India no less than In either countnt:!~ 
of the world now held In subJectIon, and I am not prejudiced by 
the fact that I was born an EnglIshman Into wishIng for other 
advantage there than to the IndIans, nor should I heSitate to 
approve of any wise plan whIch should hasten their freedom At 
the same tIme my Journey m India has convInced me that the 
people of that country are not yet suffiCiently umted to form an 
mdependent natIOn, unprotected by some external Power If all 
Indlan~ were of one creed and one language and one race, as wa~ 
the case 111 Egypt, I would say to them as I said to you, "Bls
mIllah," In the name of God go forward and fear nothIng But It 
IS not so I see that though they might free themselves from tht:! 
Enghsh domInatIOn, whIch IS hateful to them, they are not yet 
prepared to set anythIng of profit to them In ItS place I see that 
t,hey must be educated and prepared for self government Other
WISe theIr effort would not prosper For this reason I have saId 
to them, and I say It agaIn, take patience for a few years and work 
out your polItical educatIOn under a government which allows) ou 
thIs pnvIlege of educatIOn, and later the moment wIll come when 
you shall be able to umte and form a Nation To the Mohammedans 
I say this especIally, for they are but as one to five of the popula
tIOn of IndIa, and at the present moment they are also Infenor to 
the HIndus and Parsls 111 educatIOn, so that It IS possible theIr 
condItIOn would be worse under natIve than under EnglIsh rule 
Eyadvising them to found an Umversity I deSIred first to gl\t:! 
them a centre of umty whIch should add to their strength, for 
strength IS In umon,-and secondly to prepare them to take theIr 
full part m the regeneratIOn of therr country At present, by 
standIng aloof from publIc affaIrs and by remaInIng In Ignorance 
of EnglIsh, whIch IS the offiCIal language, they are putting them
selves at a dIsadvantage WIth the other races and relIgions of IndIa 
I trust therefore that the learned SeYYld, when he wntes to Hyder
abad wIll encourage them to proceed 111 thiS good work, and not 
to spare theIr efforts In the dIrectIOn I have pomted out. 

WIth regard to your newspaper I shall be happy to do what I 
can to help you But I adVIse you strongly to be moderate 10 

your language about the EnglIsh Government-not that anythmg 
you can say about ItS actIon 111 Egypt can surpass my own anger 
and ImpatIence,-but because I see 111 the fnendshlp of England 
stilI the best hope for Islam BelIeve me, though England has 
acted through all thIs matter as an enemy of relIgion, there are 
stIlI more EnglIshmen who sympathIse With our hopes for the 
natIOns of the East than you wIll find amongst all the rest of the 
Europeans You cannot trust the French or the RUSSIans or the 
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Austrians ,or the Italians to act with you sincerely as fnen~-and 
the English being stronger at sea than all others, must always be 
counted with, aYtd If possible secured a~ fnendly ThiS may yet 
come about, and I should be sorry to see an irreconcIlable breach 
made between the party of reform 10 Islam and the EnglIsh people 
Think this matter fairly over. For centuries England was the friend 
of Islam, and I find very many Englishmen now who regret and 
condemn the change of policy 

You see I have spoken openly all that IS 10 my heart 
Your fnend in good and bad fortune, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

SHEYKH MOHAMMED aBDU TO MR BLUNT 

(Translatlonfrom the ArabIC) Pam, Apnl II, 1884 

To H. E my dear fnend, friend of the Moslems, helper of the 
Arabs and defender of the Egyptian nation, etc 

After salutatIOn to you and to the well-Instructed Lady Anne 
Blunt-yesterday your letter reached us, and reading It we found 
It full of Wisdom and useful counsels to the Moslems, and It con
firmed our trust 10 you that you are theIr friend 

The SeYyld J emal-ed-Dm presents you his salutatlOn and Will 
certainly wnte to the people of India 10 Hyderabad and else
where, and wIll adVise them to be qUiet, and wIll tranqUllllze 
their minds as you suggested, and he Will expound to them the 
Idea you have so clearly set forth 10 your letter, and wIll put the 
detaIls before them In the best and most lUCid manner. 

Next, we rejoiced at the admomtlOn you were kmd enough to 
give us, and at your promise to help our newspaper (the IndiS
soluble Lmk), and thIS was our hope 10 you And Indeed God 
the Most High created you to do good, and to assist the cause of 
right, and to defend the oppressed. And the true character of 
our newspaper IS only thiS, and to serve those vIews for which} ou 
are labouring, namely, the preservatIOn of the Independence of 
the Eastern peoples, and the admomshlng of the EnglIsh Govern
ment that It may abandon ItS action troublIng the mmds of 
Moslems and make fast their fnendshlp, and that so It shall have 
them WIth It on ItS Side. And Indeed we do not love those other 
Powers referred to 10 your letter, nor go v.lth the policy of any 
one of them 

And so may peace be With you and the mercy of God. Your 
sincere friend, 

MOHAMMED ABDU I 
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SEYYID JEMAL-ED-DIN TO MR. BWN,T 

Pnvee Pans Ie' 2I AI'rtf, 84 
MON CflER MONSIEUR, 

J'al eu l'honneur de recevolr votre almable Iettre dont Je vous 
remercle et a Iaquelle Je m'empresse de repondre 

QUOlque Je n'al nullement appns pendant Ies dlx annees que 
J'al passees en Egypte que M Gordon flit, a l'epoque ou II etalt 
Gouverneur du Soudan, ami de la IIberte et defenseur de I'Islam, 
Je n'heslte pas cependant, etant don nee la pleme con fiance que 
J'al en votre parole, a plamdre son malheureux sort et a regretter 
qu'Il SOlt tombe dans une SituatIOn qUi devlent de plus en plus 
cntlque 

Je ne vous cache pas, cher Monsieur, qu'd m'auralt ete facile, 
vu la confiance que Ie Mahdl paralt voulOir aVOIr en mOl amsl que 
celle de ses prmclpaux partisans dont un grand nombre sont de 
mes eleves Soudanals, de prt!vemr ce desastre qUI menace Gordon 
Pacha Sl les dermeres bataIlles entre Graham et Osman Dlgna ne 
s'etalent pas engagees, mals apres ces batailles sanglantes qUi ont 
coute tant de sang Arabe, Je crOis que Ie Mahdl et ses partisans 
sont redUits a vOIr que Ie seul moyen de ratrapper Ie terram perdu 
et de c.onsolider leur prestige seralt de s'emparer de Khartoum 
et d'arreter M Gordon smon de lUI arracher la vie. 

Cependant, Sl vous voulet, cher MonSieur, m'ecnre avec plus 
de details et en franrats sur Ies bases de la palx que vous voudnez 
conclure et avec qUi deslrenez vous qu'elle SOit Calte pour qu'elle 
SOlt acceptable et en regie, Je ne manquerals pas alors de vous 
fixer sur tout ce que Je pourrals Caire dans cette clrconstance et 
sur les moyens efficaces dont on pourralt se servlr pour sauver Ia 
vie a ce malheureux Gordon 

En attendant Ie plalsIr de vous lire, Je me mets a votre entIere 
dispOSItion et vous pne d'agreer mes salutations dlstmguees. 

, JEMAL-ED-DIN HUSEVNI AFGHANI 

MR BLUNT TO SEVVID JEMAL-ED-DIN AFGHANI 

10, James Street, Ie 24 Avnl, 1884 
NOBLE ET CHER AMI, 

La bonne reponse que vous avez bien voulu me falre ames 
questions sur Ie sort de Gordon me touche profondement Je 
sals comblen Il a du vous couter de prendre amsl part a un proJet 
qUi auralt pour but de preter aide a un hom me qUi malgre ses 
prmclpes avoues a fait tant de tort a Ia cause que nous rumons, 
mals Je VOIS dans cette affaire une occasIOn pUissante pour obtemr 
du Gouvernement Anglals l'abandon de sa pohtlque actuelle en 
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Egypte Je viens d'adresser formellement a M Gla~tone une 
lettre ou Je hll fals savolr qu'll seralt encore possible pour lUi non 
seulement de sauver la vie a Gordon mals d'amener la pacificatIOn 
de toute la vallee du NIl. Hler encore on etalt resolu d'envoyer 
une nouvelle expeditIOn Anglo-EgYPtJenne au Soudan, mals 11 
paralt que deja. rna lettre auralt prodult quelque effet et qu'on 
SOlt mamtenant de nouveau it. la palx. Je compte donc sous peu 
de Jours receVOlr quelque commumcatlOn du Gouvernement qUI 
meneralt a. un tentatJf de negoclatlOns et Je voudrals vous prevemr 
que Je pourrals a tout mstant vous pner de voulolr bien vemr a. 
Londres ou bien d'envoyer Ie Sheykh Mohammed Abdu me 
parler. 

J e vons pne de regarder d'un bon rell mes Idees paclfiques 
Comme Je vous aJ deja. dlt, Je VOIS dans I'Angleterre la seule 
pUissance qUI pourralt redevemr un ami smcere de I'Islam, et Je 
VOIS dans la necesslte ou est dans ce moment notre Gouvernement 
un pUissant levier pour amener l'abandon de sa position actuelle 
d'hostJhte. Quant aux conditIOns de palx Je ne SUIS pas encore 
en pOSitIOn de vous les formuler Mals selon mOl elles devralent 
s'etendre jusqu'a. la cessIOn du Soudan entler au Mahdi J e vous 
envole cople d'une lettre qUI ]'al eu de Gordon 11 y a pres de deux 
ans qui vous sera preuve de son bon caractere. 

Bien votre devoue, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR BLUNT TO SEYYID JEMAL-ED-DIN 

10, James Street, Ie 25 AVTlI, ISS4 
NOBLE ET CHER AMI, 

Depuls rna lettre d'hler Je l'al d'une source certame que notre 
Gouvernement s'est deCide absolument contre l'expedltlOn, pour Ie 
moment, de toute force mlhtaJre Anglalse ou Egyptlenne a. Berber. 
Or 11 est presque silr qu'on se prepare a. une negoclatlOn, et deja 
on me fait entendre que Je recevral sous peu une reponse defim
tlve a. rna lettre Que pensez vous, pourral Je alIer en personne a 
Obeyd en quahte d'Envoye Bntanmque tralter avec Ie Mahdl en 
lUI reconnaJsant la souveramte du Soudan? Et cro),ez vous qu'a 
ces condItions les tnbus qUI asslegent Khartoum permettraJent a 
Gordon et aux Chretlens de la ville de retourner sous sauf-con
dUlte en Egypte? Ou bien, Sl Je ne pourraJ pas aller en personne, 
croyez-vous qu'll se trouveraJt quelque autre envoye capable de 
mener la negoclatlOn a bonne fin? Je vous pne de voulOlr bien 
me repondre a ces questions. 

En meme temps Je compte persuader Ie Gouvernement de 
restaurer Ie partl National en Egypte. Mals dites mOl franche-
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ment votl(, Idee QUI devrons nous proposer en place de Tewfik? 
Seralt ce ArabI ou un autre? Les CIrcassiens, SI Je IJ~ me trompe, 
voudralent IsmaIl Les autres vondralent encore peut-etre Hahm 
MaiS l'OPlnIOll change SI vlte que Je n'ose dIre absolument 11. qUI 
on donneralt les votes siia chose etalt remIse 11. l'electlOn Surtout 
qUi pourralt aglr en Egypre de con<;:ert avec Ie Mahdl? 

Inshallah I nous menerons l'affalre cette fOls CI l bonne fin 
V otre bien devoue, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT_ 

MR BLUNT TO ARABI PASHA 

(Sent In Arable) 10, James Street, Aprt/26th, 1884 

To my noble and dear friend Arabi Pasha, may God strengthen 
hIS patience 

After saying that It has gIVen us extreme pleasure to have news 
of you and the rest of the noble EgyptIan exiles-this IS to Inform 
you that the hopes of your return to Egypt are, as I think, greater 
now than at any prevIOus time since you first went away In EXIle 
The reason of thiS IS (after the Will of Providence that truth 
should prevaIl) that the EnglIsh Government has fallen Into great 
trouble In Egypt, first on account of the finance and secondly wIth 
regard to the Mahdl They are therefore entIrely anxIous to leave 
Egypt, and they see that It IS necessary In order to do thIS that a 
stable Government should be set up at CaIro, and a pnnce estab
lIshed who should be able to lIve In friendship With the Mahdl 

Therefore It IS probable that they WIll abandon Tewfik Inasmuch 
as he IS Incapable of govermng and Will entrust the government to 
other hands before they WIthdraw theIr troops And In these last 
days the danger to General Gordon at Khartoum oblIges them to 
come to terms qUickly, and I have proposed (With the permISSIOn 
of God) to go as Envoy to the Mahdi In order to make peace and 
to save the lIfe of General Gordon, and, If they should accept my 
offer, I do not fear but that they WIll also accept my plan for the 
restoratIOn of good government In Egypt Now therefore tell me 
clearly, on what terms could you and your compamons return to 
Egypt? I know that you could serve WIth Hahm Pasha But tell 
me, IS It ImpOSSIble that you could serve WIth Ismail? I have 
several tImes receIved messages from IsmaI1, and hIS friends tell 
me that he promIses to a,ct WIth you If he IS restored But do you 
think It would be possible to trust hIm? I should propose that In 
any case the command of the army should be In your hands Or 
IS there any other prince among the Princes of Islam whom you 
would serve and who could lIve at peace WIth the Mahdl, I ask 
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you these thmgs because the aspect of polItics contmualll'changes, 
and what IS .rue to-day IS not true to-morrow, and what was 
rejected yesterday may once again be accepted 

Also a conference IS assembling at which It will be necessary 
that your oplmon should be heard. Therefore wnte to me your 
full mind and the unnd of your compamons, and, If you should 
resolve that you could return to Egypt as Minister to Ismail, tele
graph to me then one word" content," and I shall understand. 
If you consider that It will be Impossible for you to serve under 
Ismail, telegraph the word" refused." 

For the rest all things are gOing well. There are many EnglIsh
men now who recogmze your services to Egypt and I am hopeful 
of your return there 

Your fnend, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

You must not suppose from my writing In this sense that I want 
you to make fnends with Ismail What I want IS that you should 
tell me your real opinion as to whether It Will be possible for you 
to work with him 

SEYVID JEMAL-ED-DIN TO MR BLUNT 

Pnvle Pans, Apn/28, 1884-
MON CHER MONSIEUR, 

J'al eu l'honneur de receVOIr votre lettre que j'al lue avec 
beau coup d'attentlOn et a laquelle Je m'empresse de r6pondre 

Vous ne devez pas Ignorer 1'Importance que les Mohametans 
attachent a la mission dlVlne avec laquelle Ie Mahdl a paru et 
qu'lis comprennent par ce mot, Mahdl Ie sau,eur de I'Islam des 
mains de ceux qUI ne sont pas de leur rehglOn Or Je ne VOiS pas 
qu'on pUlsse conclure un tralte de palx avec Ie Mahdl et par con
sequent arrt:ter sa marche tant que celul-ci VOlt les Anglals en 
Egypte Mals Sl les bases de la palx stlpulent que I'Egypte sera 
aux EgyptJens et que Gordon Pacha sera sauve avec tous les 
Chretlens qUI sont avec lUI et que, enlin, les troupes Anglatses 
seront retirees de I'Egypte, Je VOiS qu'll seralt possible smon factle 
de mener cette affdIre a bonne lin et d'arreter I'lnvaslOn du Mahdi 
Jusqu'a un certam pomt et Jusqu'a un certain temps Dans ce cas 
11 faudralt en voyer une commission de palx composee en grande 
partie de Mussulmans et de quelques Anglals Quand aux Mussul
mans lIs auralent pour instruction de dITe qu'lls vlennent de la 
part de laNatlOn Egyptlenne Mussulmane car Sl lis seralent envoyes 
de la part du Gouvernement Egyptlen, Je ne crols pas qu'lls 
reusslssent dans leur miSSIOn etant donne l'averslOn dont Ie Mahdi 
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est amm( a son egard, et de la part du GouvernemelOlt Anglals, lis 
ne seront pas ecoutes Nous en avons acqUls une ,preuve par Ie 
Chelck EI Morgham Quant aux quelques Anglals qUI feront 
partle de la miSSIOn, II est bien entendu qu'lls lront de la part de 
leur Gouvernement, qUOlque, par Ie fait, tous, Mussulmar:s et 
Chretlens seront des mlSSlOnalres Anglals 

Dans Ie cas qu'on decide a envoyer cette commIssIOn, et dans 
les condItIOns que Je me SUIS perm IS de vous exposer, Je CrolS que 
vous, cher MonSIeur, vous devez etre Ie premier nomme parmI 
les mlSSlonalres, car les Mussulmans ne peuvent pas trouver beau
coup de defenseurs com me vous Pour les Mussulmans qu'll 
faudralt envoyer, Je les deslgneral et vous en feral connaitre les 
noms quand Ie moment seralt venu et qu'on se seralt deCIde d'une 
fa~on defimtlve 

Vous me demandez en qUI faut-II remplacer Tewfik? Je 
reponds que quand Ie moment seralt venu II ne seralt dlfficlle m a 
vous nl a mOl m a qUI que ce SOlt de Ie saVOlf 11 faudralt se 
prononcer pour celUl que la natIOn Egypttenne veut et pas pour 
un autre 

Votre bien devoue, 
JEMAL-ED-DIN HUSEYNI AFGHANI 

MR BLUNT TO SEYYID JEMAL-ED-DIN 

10, James Street, Ie 2 Mat, 1884 
NOBLE ET CHER AMI, 

Je vous remerCle' bien de vos mstructlOns sur la mamere de 
negOCler qUI sont absolument d'accord avec mes Idees person
nelles Pour Ie moment Ie Gouvernement se retire du tentatlf 
propose, malS Je SUIS touJours en relatIOn mdlrecte avec eux, et 
Je pense bien qu'lls se trouveront encore dans la necesslte de 
recounr a nos bons offices Seulement l'hesltatlOn pourra bIen 
couter la vie a Gordon Pour Ie moment Ie Gouvernement 
est touJours dans I'mtentlOn d'abandonner Khartoum, Berber et 
Dongola, malS Je prevOls que dans Ie cas que Gordon SOlt encore 
debout a Khartoum a l'epoque du cnol du NIl Ie pubhc anglals 
pourra eXlger une operatIOn mlhtalre 

Quant au general 11 se pourra que son mtentlOn seralt de se retlrer 
vers Ie Congo, quand II trouvera qu'll ne pourra plus se temr a 
Khartoum, et Je crOls que Ie Mahdl seraH bien aVlse de lUI lalsser 
Ie passage hbre L'ldee de Gordon au Congo paralt aVOlr touJours 
ete d'y fonder un Etat mdlgene qUi pourralt falre face a l'envahlsse
ment de l'Europe, et en tant II menteralt votre sympathle Faltes 

'un pont d'or pour l'enneml qUI s'en fUlt Je SU1S cependant'pleme-
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ment de votre aVIs qu'd SOlt necessaJre au Mahdl <ie s'~parer 
sans delai de K.hartoum J e vous pne de me crOlre bIen votre 
amI. 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

SEYYID JEMAL-ED-DIN TO MR. BLUNT 

Pans, Ie 7 Mat, 1884 
MON CHER MONSIEUR, 

J e vIens d'amver de l'Italle 1'al ete a, 1'expOSltlon de Turm et 
ce n'est que ce matlO que ron m'a remls vos deux lettres que j'al 
lues avec beaucoup d'attentlOn. 

Votre dermere lettre m'a d'autant plus appns que vous ne vous 
lOteresserez plus au sort de Gordon qU'll m'a edlfie encore une 
fOls sur la loyaute et la grandeur d'ame qUI vous caractensent. 
Tout en vous remerClant d'avoJr bIen voulu m'envoyer Ie livre 
bleu contenant certames correspondances relatIves au General 
Gordon, des queUes vous avez pu constater qu'Jl n'etalt nuUement 
ami de la liberte m defenseur de l'Islam, J'a! la ferme convIctIOn 
que votre nom sera grave dans Ie cceur de chaque musulman en 
partlculler et de chaque Arabe et Onental en general a cause de 
1'lOteret Immense que vous prenez pour eux et dont II ne sauralent 
vous etre trop reconnalssant. 1'espere, cher MonSIeur, que vous 
contmuerez a sUlvre ceUe vOle dlgne d'un caractere aussl loyal que 
Ie votre et que Ie bon Dleu vous aldera a recolter les frUIts du 
travaJl dur que vous faltes 

VeuIUez, Je vous pne, me falre rappeler au bon souvemr de 
Madame Blunt tout en lUI presentant mes respectueux hom mages 
et soyez persuade que Je me mets a votre entuhe dISPOSitIon pour 
tout ce que Je pourrals faue pour vous. 

Votre bien devoue, 
JEMAL-~D-DIN HUSAYNI AFGHANI 

ARABI PASHA TO MR. BLUNT 

(Sent in English) Colombo, 2nd.lune 1884 

To my lord Mr. WIlfnd Blunt, may God preserve hIm. 
It IS wIth the greatest pleasure that I acknowledge the receIpt 

of your letter of the 26th Apnl 1884 I must strongly mSlst on 
the fact that Ismail Pasha IS a treacherous person who IS 
notOrIOUS for hIS untrustworthmess, bemg the causer of the de
structIon of Egypt. The natIonal Debt of our country IS the work 
of hIS hands. There IS no one of the pnnce's famIly who possesses 
the requIsite qualificatIOns for the throne but Hahm Pasha He IS, 
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besldes( the direct descendant of the first Khedive; bemg the son 
of Mohammed Ali. Tewfik (the present Khedive, and the other~ 
are members of a third branch, so that Hahm Pasha, \\ ho IS 
directly the ancestral representative, IS the real owner of the 
throne To add to his nght he has the vOice of all the EgyptJan~ 
In Egypt to hail him, and J.ie has for a long time undergone trials 
of a very grave nature, having been subjected to tyrann) Also he 
would be able to make a treaty between the Mahdl and the 
Government of Egypt, masmuch as those whom the Mahdl trusts 
a~e able to effect this for him 

If you are resolved to go to the M:ihdl, I must most earnestly 
entreat you to secure beforehand some letters stamped with my 
seal, 10 ord~r that they may serve as the proof that you are a 
faithful friend of the Moslem world, and that you have been 10-

strum ental 10 savmg our lives May God preserve you Your 
most faithful fnend, 

AHMED ARABI. 

ARABI PASHA TO LADY ANNE BLUNT 

(Translated from the Arabzc ) Colombo, March 2, J88s 

To the noble and exalted lady, Lady Anne Blunt, may God pro
tect her Amen 

After presentmg my best salutatIOns to your dlstmgUlshed self 
and your IllustriOUS husband, and 10 response to }our two letters 
with mclosures relatmg what Mr Blunt had written 10 the" Times" 
on Egypt and England and the Sultan, with the remarks made 
thereon, permit me to assure you that all that Mr Blunt has stated 
10 the" Times," and declared publicly 10 many utterances, and all 
that he descnJ>ed 10 his poem (kasld) "The Wmd and Whlrlwmd," 
of the disasters and calamities that must ensue, all these are true, 
and we see them happenmg now, as It was necessary they should 
happen, and truly the Most High God mspued him with truth to 
speak these thmgs, and with a just understandmg For the time 
has come now when God shall choose his servants, and shall 
deliver the weak and oppressed and abase the mighty and oppress 
the oppressor, and shall mamfest HIs power and HIS strength to 
the unjust And thus 10 times past He confounded men's reason
Ing by HIS wonderful judgements on the natIOns that are gone 
Thus He destroyed Babylon the adulterous, the VIOlent City, and 
thus the empires of Persia and of Rome, and I grieve WIth a great 
gnef over the declme of the star of England caused by her misdeeds 
In Egypt and III the Soudan But God has heard the cry of the 
oppressed and the vOice of the blood which has been shed, and 
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the terrible cry of the wIdow and of the young children, a~ surely 
He has taken HJs vengeance on the covetous Yet, believe me, the 
people of Egypt used to believe good of the English nation It 
was they of all others that they trusted, as the foremost among 
natIOns, and as the chIef hope of those who sought to obtam theIr 
freedom, and they grieve now seeing theIr belief a deception, and 
theIr trust a delUSIon. 

And what has England gained by her mvaslOn of Egypt, and 
what In the Soudan? Rather let us say, what has she lost? For 
God knows she has gained nothing She has lost her good name, 
the friendshIp of all Moslem~. and of our Lord the Sultan She 
has lost, too, Gordon Pasha, through acting on false counsels, and 
HIcks and Earle, and how many other officers, and she has lo~t 
the respect of all hearts by thIS war against free men In the Soudan 
When wJll she cease to rush forward on her course, to send armIes 
of revenge on men who are themselves avengmg theIr EgyptIan 
brothers, on men defending theIr country, and who delight to drink 
the cup of death rather than that they should see an enemy left 
wlthm Its borders I tell you, fifteen mJlllons of such as these 
occupy at thIS moment the Soudan country and Darfur, and all of 
them are partIsans of the Mahdl, having made a conventIOn WIth 
hIm unto death, and In accordance WIth the precepts of our noble 
Koran. Thus the Mahdl Increases In strength WIth the English 
aggressIOn, and thIS IS God's law WIth hIs creatures, WIth all who 
have been gIVen intelligence to see and reflect and understand 

" A decree has come forth from God There IS no escape from 
the Judgement of God God shall exalt whom He w!ll, and abase 
whom He WIll The oppressor shall repent when repentance shall 
not avail hIm. And God IS not unmindful of the deeds of the 
unJust." (Quotatlons.) 

My son Mohammed Bey and the family send you a thousand 
thousand greetings From your friend and servant, 

AHMED ARABI. 

SEVVID ]EMAL-ED-DIN TO MR. BLUNT 

(Translated from the ArabIC) Paris, May 12, 1885 

After salutatIOns, etc I say, I am not alone m gratltude for 
your dIstinguIshed efforts whIch have forced the Government to 
evacuate the Soudan. No, be certain that all Moslems, especIally 
the Arabs, will be grateful for thIS your actIOn to the end of tIme 
and they WIll wnte your name on tablets mlald WIth precIous 
stones and tItles of glory and honour for your zeal and courage 

But there IS left one thing still to be done and that IS that )OU 
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should, ~ay to the Government, " How can you lea~e this land thus 
without a treaty with the Mahdl and whose will be the duty of 
repelll(lg the Mahdl's attacks? how also can {he Government 
leave the roads of commerce blocked? or does It desire the 
destruction of trade? Is It not Incumbent on the Government 
when It has determined to evacuate the Soudan to send a man of 
trust, a Moslem, to the Mahdl that he may diSCUSS With him as 
to a peace and secure Egypt from hiS attacks and to close the 
gates of conflict and reopen those of Commerce" I think that 
If thiS question were presented to parliament all opInions would 
agree With It 

I see too that thiS would be easy, even apart from your own 
actIOn and that when the cost has been deCided on you Will be 
only needed to cOlIlplete It But Without a treaty of peace With 
the Mahdl the SituatIOn cannot be brought to a final conclUSIOn. 
ThiS IS what I have thought It necessary to say to you 

With salutations to you and your consort, 
Your fnend, 

JEMAL-ED-DIN HUSEYNI AFGHANI. 

ARABI PASHA TO LADY ANNE BLUNT 

(Translalulfrom the ArabIC) Colombo, Augusl14, 1885 

To my lady, dear Lady Anne Blunt May God preserve her 
After best salutatIOns to yourself and Mr Blunt I was happy to 

receive your letter dated July 17th, and thanked God that you are 
In good health, of which I hope for the continuance I sent you a 
telegxam the same day as to my Willingness to serve the country 
even With Tewfik and Sherif, and I now wnte thiS In confirmatIOn 

I can assure you that I am prepared to serve my country, to 
work hard at reforms In It, and to labour for ItS advancement to 
the highest pitch of honour and prospenty 

Therefore I should. not mind whether I served With Tewfik or 
another, my, one only object being the establlshlng of Just law for 
all men alike, gtvlng to all security for their persons and for their 
CIVil and rellglOus nghts, and puttmg an end to wrong and in
Justice between class and class of (Egyptian) subjects, always 
bearing In mind the claims on me of the Engllsh people (naflan) 
to whom I shall be grateful as long as I llve 

I have, too, a firm trust that the Engllsh Government would 
aid me In carrying out reforms, and that, after establishing a strong, 
Just, and equitable Government, It Will leave Egypt to the 
Egyptians, thus fulfillmg ItS promise and completing whAt It has 
commenced 
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As to Shenf, he IS well disposed and anXIOUS for the !;Dod of 
the country, bu~ Nubar IS not really Interested In the welfare of 
Egypt, and the' Egyptians are weary at hiS holdIng high office In 
the country. 

Now, therefore, SInce you and your fnends, and my friends, 
are of opInion that It would be fittIng for me to take office even 
With Tewfik, I would agree also to that I should hope for success 
In makIng those reforms of which we have already sown the 
seeds-notwithstanding Tewfik's remaInIng-If supported by the 
English Government, and In surmountIng those difficulties, both 
home and foreign, which have beset Egypt In these latter times. 

And God IS our Helper, and In Him our trust. 
, Your SIncere friend, 

AHMED ARABI THE EGYPTIAN 

II. EVIDENCE AS TO THE MASSACRES AT ALEXANDRIA, 
TANTAH, AND ELSEWHERE, IN 1882 

SHEVKH MOHAMMED ABDU TO LADY ANNE BLUNT 

(Translated from the ArabIC, reulved Sik August, 1883, from 
Beyrout.) 

To the Lady Anne Blunt May God show us her countenance, etc. 
Next, among those persons who have Information about the 

not In AlexandrIa In particular, there IS Mustafa Abd el Rahim, 
who was present at the riot and stopped ItS rage With the regular 
soldiers With Suleyman Saml (may God have mercy on him). 
And he IS prepared to bear witness on beIng requested to do so, 
as he has Informed me thiS mght ' 

And of those who have complete InformatIOn of the conduct of 
the Khedive Tf'wfik and of hiS endeavours and the endeavours of 
hiS assistants to disturb the peace and tranqwlllty of Egypt, and to 
excite the Muslen~ agaInst the Christians, and vice versa, there IS 
here Ahmed Bey Mlnshawl, one of the Notables of Egypt, a man 
of wealth and of determination and of extreme straightforwardness. 
It was he who protected Christians In the riots of Tantah, and In 
other massacres In the province of Gharblyeh, which Ibrahim 
Pasha Adhem, the Khedive's prottg~, got up after the bombard
ment of Alexandria; and he IS prepared to bear witness against 
the Khedive and against hiS agents before any Court or 10 any 
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Tnbul\~l-even In the Egyptian Tnbunals-and he has no fear of 
anything, and IS not alarmed by any danger Hellas been Intend
Ing to wnte a letter to Mr Blunt, of hiS own accord, to express 
hiS readmess and hiS earnest wish to put before Enghshmen, and 
before everyone inclined to Justice and eqUity, the thIngs known 
to him, and he IS now With us m Beyrut, and If you Wish to sum
mon him he IS ready 

Convey my salutatIOns to Mr Blunt and present to him on my 
behalf and on behalf of every Egyptian-indeed of every Enghsh
man-exceedIng thanks for hiS energy and noble deeds And 
salute for me Mr SabunJI. May God protect you In hiS keepmg 

MOHAMMED AnDU 

13th Ramadan, 1300 

AHMED BEY EL MINSHAWI TO MR BLUNT 

(Translated/rom the ArabIC, receIved August 5, 1883) 

To the hlgh-mmded M r Blunt May God preserve him' 

After presentIng salutatIOns and praise and thanks 

Also, I beg you Will be my representative In presentIng thanks 
from me and from all Egyptians-Indeed from all Eastern people, 
to Lord (Randolph) Churchill and hiS compamons-though they 
are all dependent on you for what they accomplished m Parlia
ment 

Also I am prepared, With all preparation, to bear witness agaInst 
the Khedive and the men of hiS government as to their plan, 
which they carned out, of sheddIng the blood of Christians and 
others In so dOIng I fear not the blame of any blamer, nor do I 
dread the authOrity of any Ignorant ruler In whatsoe"er country 
I may be, or before whatsoever tribunal I may appear, and when
ever the mdlctment agamst Tewfik IS offiCially brought forward 
and witnesses are wanted I am ready m Beyrut, and If I went else
where I would let you know And I pledge myself In the name 
of God that I Will also brIng witnesses of the Egyptians who \\111 

bear witness to the crimes of the Khedive and hiS Wicked 
accomplices 

And my friend the Sheykh Mohammed Abdu knows that 
perfectly well, and sends you salutatIOns Remam m God's 
J~rotectlOn 
Eg) AHMED MINSHAWI 

COIDI.}'rout, 15th Ramadan, 1300 
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TRANSLATION OF REMARKS BY SHEYKH MOHAMMED AJOI>u ON 
MA]OA MACDoNALD'S STATElolENT (RECEIVED 

Aug. 13, 1884) 

We have read a statement by Major MacDonald, published In 
the Blue Book (Egypt, 1884), In refutatIOn of Mr Blunt's letter to 
the "Times" newspaper, and have noticed In It certain things 
calling for remark 

I do not know whether a ten weeks' residence With Mr 
Cameron at Tantah could have enabled him to understand the 
true state of matters he has written about, or not 

I shall not here discuss the history of Ibrahim Adhem's dis
missal from his office as Governor; but I assert that Ibrahim 
Adhem was in fact, on the upper storey of the prefecture on 
the day of the massacre at Tantah, and that he was looking 
on from the Window of that upper storey at the murderers and 
the murdered; and that these persons were murdered In the court 
of the Mudmeh while he looked on at them, and that he himself 
ordered the water carners to wash the blood from the grc;>und 
at the Government House (of which eVidence was gIVen by the 
water carriers before the Court of Inquiry) 

As to what Macdonald says about many of the Europeans find
Ing safety In the prefecture of police, It IS true, only the person 
who protected them was the chief of the city police, All effendi 
Leblb, who saved many lives, but was arrested after the war and 
kept In prison until the end of the InqUiry, when the Court sen
tenced him to hard labour for a year, after much intercessIOn. 
N ow what plea was there for the arrest of thiS Zablt, a person 
worthy of confidence, whose protection of Christians IS testIfied 
to by Major Macdonald (who understood the whole truth In 
ten weeks). 

Ibrahim Adhem IS a Kurd-not a Clrcasslan-and a man who, 
each time that they gave him a post, stipulated With the Govern
ment that he should be authOrized to make use of the kurbaJ on 
the fellahin and the omdehs of the district Ay, when he was 
Mudlr of Mansourah at the time of Rlaz Pasha's first MiniStry, 
Rtaz learned that he was Ill-treating people With the kurbaj, and 
wrote to him as follows .. You are bound to act according to law, 
govermng mercifully, If you use the kurbaJ you Will Incur the 
censure of the law" On receiving thiS commumcatlon he chose 
to resign hiS post rather than rule merCifully and according to law. 

HIS resignatIOn under the Mahmud Samy MiniStry took place 
for that reason also; and when the Khedive reappointed him as 
Mudlr of the Gharbleh, after the war, he carned on hiS govern
ment With hiS habitual severity, afterwards, when the number 
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of his (,nemles Increased and the patience of the people of his 
provmce was so exhausted that they could no Irmger bear with 
him, the Government disgraced him, and, dlsmlssmg him, ap
pomted Husseyn Pasha Saral In his place 

Ibrahim Adhem was one of the supporters of the first move
ment of Arabi, but when the massacre occurred at Tantah, Arabi 
learned that he had participated In It either by instigation or by 
deed, and ordered him to be arrested He was not arrested for 
not Jommg m the rebelhon, In fact he was arrested on the thud 
day from the massacre, before It was known whether he would 
gIve or refuse hiS support Indeed, Ibrahim Adhem's sworn offiCial 
despatches to the Ministry of the Intenor mdlcate suffiCiently that 
he did not deserve the praises laVished on him by Major Mac
donald POSSibly some of the officers of the Enghsh army may 
have praised him, but I do not conSider thiS enough to exculpate 
him from hiS deeds of VIOlence Let anyone who would like to 
learn what measure of savagery Ibrahim Adhem attamed, mqulre 
of hiS son-Ibrahim Hafzy Bey 

As to the unhappy Yusuf Abu Dlab-he arnved at the railway 
station on the day of the massacre about three hours after the 
disturbance had begun He did not instigate not (anythmg or 
anyone), but saved a Chnstlan girl and took her to the Mudmeh , 
and repnmanded the Mudtr, takmg him to task for slttmg m the 
Mudmeh while he allowed people to be massacred. And for thiS 
reason the unfortunate man was hanged Those Europeans of 
whom Macdonald testifies were In such consternatIOn that they 
did not even dlstmgUlsh their own children, and were runnnmg 
Into every hole-how then could they know Yusuf Abu Dlab, and 
dlstmgUlsh hiS face or hiS words? 

The chief of the station and telegraph at the first bore witness 
to the Innocence of Yusuf Abu DIab, but the Mudtr Ibrahim 
Adhem threatened all the people With arrest and death unle5s they 
bore witness accordmg to hiS desire; thus they altered their testi
mony under coercIOn. The statements made by people subse
quently have all been under fear But those Courts of InqUiry and 
their acts are part and parcel of the acts of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Government after the war, mto which It IS permissible to examme 
and mvestlgate 'Ve know Indeed what has been ItS course and ItS 
acts No man m hiS senses wdl believe In It, for It has been of 
that species In which the enemy SitS In Judgement on hiS enemy, 
and If we would speak of It we would have to recount the 
whole of the conduct of the Government after Tel-el-Keblr, and 
thiS would lead us mto too great length-Without profit 

Yusuf Abu Dlab's mnocence was confessed by the blood rela
tIOns of the people massacred, and they begged hiS pardon from 
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Lord Dufferin, who asked It from the Khedive-and the.,pardon 
was granted, bu, the order was Issued secretly to hang hIm before 
the time fixed for the executIOn The news of the pardon did not 
arnve till after the executIOn 

Possibly Macdonald can testify to the Europeans-French, 
English, and others-but we know the value of such testlmOn}, 
and If we had a free and fair Government It would learn the truth 
through a different set of people. 

SeYYld Osman has published a long article 10 the .. Intran
sigeant" (French newspaper), stat10g all the facts It IS also well 
known to a number of people that the first President of the Court 
of Inquuy at Tantah wanted to carry out the 1OvestigatlOn equit
ably, and to 1Oterrogate the Mudlr Ibrahim Adhem on hiS culpa
blilty as to the not, but the Government percelv10g him to be 
upTight, dismissed him and appo1Oted in hiS stead Mahmud Pasha 
Fellaky, who was nommally at Tantah whtle hiS adm1OlstratlOn 
was at Cairo. 

Thus the Mudlr was saved from tTlal, whIle Yusuf Abu Dlab was 
hanged 10 hiS stead ' 

I could show the object of stlenc~ as to past deeds, to speak of 
which would open the door Wide to censure on the Government 
of England, which deSires to estabiJsh Justice 10 Egypt. 

MR. BLUNT'S NOTE OF A CONVERSATION WITH ISMAiL BEY 
• JOWDAT AT CONSTANTINOPLE, Oel. 24, 1884 

Ismail J owdat spent 3 hours With me telling the events of the 
Egyptian Revolution, much of It new, and very 1Oterestlng. 
With regard to the Khedive's responsibility for the massacres 
he was very expliCIt HIS offiCial pOSitIOn at the time of the 
war, as Chef du Bureau Europeen de la pohce du Caire, 
gave him every opportumty of knOWing the facts, and he knew 
them The follOWing IS the account he gave me which I shall 
transcribe from notes taken while he was speaking 

The first 10tngue that he knows of 10 which the Khedive was 
(:oncerned was m Boheyra where the KhedIVe employed Ibrahim 
Bey Towfik-he lived In the house of Hassaneyn Abu Hamza at 
Damanhour, Governor of the prov1Oce-1O the spring of 1882 to 
purchase the alhance of certam Sheykhs of the Oulad Ali Bedoums 
agamst the NatIOnal MIDIStry, to make a CIvil war between the 
Bedowns and the army. They were engaged to make disturbance, 
and a regular agreement was drawn up 10 which the Arabs promIsed 
to support the Khedive. agamst the army In the case of clVlI war. 
For thIS they were to receive, and actually did receIve .,£EI3,ooo, 
the signatories to the document being IbrahIm Bey Towfik, the 
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Mudlr, ~nd Mahmud abu IsmaIl el Aluam, Mahareb abu Keshlk. 
Abd ed ))aYIm Hotelteh, Abu ShaYlb, Hassaneyn 'l>bu Hamza and 
five others (Sheykhs of the Oulad All) 

Isma11 Jowdat was sent down to Boheyra semIofficially by 
ArabI to inqUIre Into this matter, and saw the Sheykhs and the 
document, and persuaded them to rescind their promise to the 
Khedive, and obtained from them an oath of allegiance to the 
NatIOnal Government In ArabI's room at CaIro ThiS same 
Ibraham Tewfik was sent by the KhedIve durmg the war to 
Mansourah to stir up trouble, but dId not succeed there There 
was a report made agamst him signed by all the Notables of 
Dakhaheh under Mohammed Bey el Hantour sub Mudlr of the 
province, after WhICh he was Impnsoned by order of the NatIOnal 
Assembly 

WIth regard to the riots of the IIth June at Alexandna the 
details dId not come under Ismatl Jowdat's official notice But 
he heard the main facts at the time He heard of the nots at 
5 o'clock on the 11th, and went at once to the Palace, and heard 
how It had been ordered, and about the telegram sent by the 
KhedIve, as we know them, VIZ. that the dIsturbance was arranged 
by Omar Pasha Lutfi WIth Seyd KandIl, who, however, took to 
his bed to aVOId being connected WIth ItS execution He also 
heard at the time of a telegram havmg been sent by the KhedIve 
In cypher to Omar Lutfi gIVing hIm his orders But he did not see 
a copy of the telegram 

Of what happened dUring the war he had more certam know
ledge, as he was responsIble for the safety of all the Europeans m 
the country, and had spent some £E3,272 of hIS own money In 

findmg and keepmg them-sums WhICh have never been repaid 
hIm, though he has the highest testlmomals from M. de Martmo 
the italIan Consul at CaIro of the care taken by hIm. 

The KhedIve's chIef agent dUring the war was a certam Osman 
Raafat, Intendant des EcurH;ls, who IS stIll employed by him on 
variOUS secret mISSIOns ImmedIately after the evacuatIon at 
Alexandna he sent hIm In dIsguIse to the house of hiS brother-m
law, Mohammed Bey HellaI, to concert measures WIth IbrahIm 
Pasha Adhem the Mudlr, and they concerted together the nots 
agaJnst the ChristIans In order to force on an EnglIsh mtenentIOn. 
IsmaIl Jowdat confirms my account gIven m my letter to the 
"Times" With regard to IbrahIm Adhem's conduct, except that 
the ChnstIans killed were ktlled at the Mudmeh, not at the Pre
fecture, and IbrahIm shut himself mSIde the house and let the 
kIllmg contIflue HIS words were "II etalt dans une chambre en 
bas de la Mudmeh pendant Ie massacre Les Chretlens se sont 
refugles dans la Moudmeh Il s'est enferme dans sa chambre et a 
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lalss~ faue. Les vagabonds et gal~nens d'Alexandne o~t fait Ie 
massacre." Abp Dlab did his best to stop the trouble, and pro
tested with the Mudlr, and saved many hves He was condemned 
on false testimony produced by Ibrahlnl Adhem, who afterwards, 
moved with remorse, asked his pardon before he suffered, but Abu 
Dlab refused to forgive him The only other mistake made by me 
IS that I called Ibrahim a Clrcasslan. He IS a Kurd, son of the 
head employ~e of Mohammed Ah's stables. 

Osman Raafat also came to Glseh dUring the war to raise 
troubles again with the Mufettlsh Ferldun Bey The details of thiS 
affau are known to M. de M~rtlns. Sir Charles W!1son took notes 
of the Tantah affair from IsmaIl J owdat Osman Raafat then 
went to the Fayoum to stu up the Herabl Bedouins under their 
chief Abd el Kawl el Jlbah and Saadawl el Jlbah. 

Ismail J owdat knew these affll,lrs at the time of their happemng, 
but he gamed pOSitive proof of the Khedive's connection with 
them In the following manner Not long ago Osman Raafat came 
to see him at Constantinople, and he asked him to breakfast with 
Husseyn Pasha Ghaleb, one. of the Sultan's A DC's, the same 
who called on me yesterday, and then haVing plied him With wme 
he told them the whole story. He went on from Constantinople 
to Vienna, where he had a commiSSion from the Khedive to Invest 
certam sums of money and dIspose of certam Jewels Osman 
Raafat was arrested at Wasta by a soldier, but was let go by a 
Clrcasslan offiCial, and thence fled to Helouan and Suez. After 
the war Osman Raafat was sent by the Khedive to get back the 
money taken from Palmer by the Bedouins, and he kept .£2,000 
out of the '£3,000 

NOTES OF CONVERSATION WITH DR MUSTAFA BEY NEGDI. 

EX~RACT FROM JOURNAL, Oel 27, 1884 

He (Mustafa) then gave us the whole history of the Tantah 
massacre In detail, which he knew first from the offiCial mqUIry 
made before Arabi when It happened; and at which he assisted, 
and secondly from Ahmed Mlnshav.l, With whom he had hved 
afterwards at Beyrout, and who came here With him, and who had 
repeatedly told him the story The true facts were these 

The Mudlr of Tantah, Ibrahim Adhem, With Osman Raafat, 
excited the populace agamst the Christians, as Ismail J owdat 
related, telhng them that Arabi had ordered It-and the ~udlr 
shut hlm~elf up also as related Mmshawl hved at a v!1lage called 
Koreyshlyeh, and happemng to come In that day by tram With 
Abdallah Pasha's son, Enun Bey, and Husseyn Waslf, a magistrate, 
they found Chnstlans bemg killed, and MlnshaWl Interfered. 
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They c~!ed out to him that Arabi had ordered It, but Mmshawl 
had said to the effect of "damn Arabi," and m,lsted on their 
stoppmg He had then gone with Abu Dlab, who had also been 
trymg to stop the massacre, to the Mudmeh, and had kicked In 
the door of hiS room, and expostulated with him for letttng the 
thmg go on, Abu Dlab usmg strong language, for he was \ery 
angry Then they telegraphed to Arabi at Kafr Dowar to send 
soldiers to stop the massacre, but the telegram had to go round 
by Ramleh and was delayed But at last th\! massacre was stopped 
The whole thmg was mquired mto at Kafr Dowar !mmedlately, 
and the Mudlr was sent to Cairo and there Impnsoned tIll the end 
of the war, Dawlsh Pasha replaCing him After the "ar he "as 
reInstated, and when the CommissIOn was sent to Tantah, Ismail 
Yusn, the President, who was a comparatively honest man, ascer
tained the truth and mformed the Khedive that he should be 
oblIged to find him gUilty, 3Il1d so begged to be superseded on the 
Commission ThiS was done, and an officer less scrupulous "as 
appomted who accepted the false eVidence Ibrahim Adhem W..lS 
allowed to trump up agamst Abu f.)lab Ibrahim Adhem, how
ever, was deposed-and Huseyn Waslf (a Clrcasslan, not the 
same as the magistrate) was appolhted He It was who was made 
a scapegoat of for Ibrahim Adhem's sake, and was deprived by 
ClIfford Lloyd and sent to the Soudan Meham Bey, formerly 
sub-Mudrr, IS now Mudrr of Boheyra Mmshawl IS the son-m-Iaw 
of Abdallah Pasha the EnglIsh renegade, and hiS son EmIn still 
goes by the name of the Englishman 

Mustafa Bey confirms all Ismal1's statements of the Khedive's 
connectIOn With the Alexandrian massacres He was at Alexandna 
at the time and was the Doctor employed to examIne the bodies 
There were 51 Chnstlan bodies, 23 Mohammedan, of which 
8 Mustafezzm, all the latter by pistol shots The EnglIsh doctor 
wanted to make out that the ChrIstian bodies had wounds made 
by "des armes blanches," but thiS was not the case It was cer
taInly Omar Lutfi and Seyd Kandll (a blackguard he calls him), 
who got up the not, and Mustafa states hiS convictIOn that CODkson 
also was concerned 10 It About Malet he does not know-nor 
about DerVish But he feels sure of Cookson. HIS eVidence Will 
be most valuable, and he will come to England to give It He 
also says that Omar Lutfi certamly gave orders to the Mustafezzm 
to come unarmed I lIke thiS worthy doctor much In face and 
figure he IS not unlike Lord Lyons 

DR MUSTAFA BEY NEJDI'S FURTHER STATEMENT OF Nov 5, 1884 

"Peu de Jours apres Ie bombardment nous avons apm a Kafr 
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Dowar qu'li y a eu des Chretlens tues a Tantah; et,. Toulba 
Pacha, d'apres 1I0rdre d' Arabi, a envoye cherche~ Ahmed lCtmshawl 
pour temolgner sur ce qui y etalt arnve. CelUl-cl est venu avec 
un autre notable nomme El Arabi au camp, et Arabi Pacha lUI a 
de man de ce qUI en etalt. J'etals present avec Toulba Pacha et 
quelques Colonels. Ahmed Mmshawl a repondu qu'll etalt venu 
a Tantah et qu'll y avalt sauve la vie a un Chretien a. la gare du 
.chemln de fer, et qu'apres 11 a fait venlr ses gens de son Village et 
qu'll a pu etouffer les massacres. II nous a racconte que Ie Mudlr 
Ibrahim Adhem et Mehenz son adJomt s'etalent enfermes dans 
la Mondmeh pendant qu'on tualt Ie monde, meme chez Ie Mudlr 
II nous a aussl dlt qU'11 avalt telegraphle au Khedive et a. Arabi 
Pacha, et Arabi a fait vemr Ie telegraphlste de Kafr Dowar qUI 
n'en savalt rlen mals tl a exphque la chose en dlsant que les tele
grammes de Tantah a. Kafr Dowar devalent d'abord passer a. 
Alexandne avant d'etre remls a. destmatlOn. C'etalt la regIe du 
service Sur ce Arabi a fait une statIOn nouvelle au camp, pour 
que les depeches pourralent lUI venn dlrectement de l'mteneur 
Arabi a remercle MmshaWI de ce qu'li avalt fait et Il est retourne 
chez lUI." 

MINSHAWI'S EVIDENCE AS GIVEN BY HIM Nov. 3, 1884 

On the day of the massacre of Tantah I came m to Tantah by 
tram from my own Village, Koreyshlyeh, two hours distant (half
hour by tram) partly to see my brother-m-law Emm :Bey on hiS 
road to Catro, partly to learn the news, and while at the statIOn 
we heard a great nOise and were told that It was the Chnstlans 
being killed by the mob m Tantah, and I, wlshmg to end thiS, 
telegraphed to the Khedive at Ramleh and to the Mmlstry (that 
IS to say Arabi at Kafr Dowar) askmg an order to mterfere I also 
telegraphed to my Village for men to come and help me, and I 
waited four hours (durmg that time Abu Dlab arnved from 
Damletta) for an answer and no ,\nswer came And while we 
were there waltmg the tumult came near us, and a man, a Synan 
Chnstlan, the cashier of Zanamn the mterpreter of the Greek 
Consulate, ran towards me pursued by a soldier of the Mudmeh 
and called to me for protectIOn, and takmg a stick from one of 
the b)standers I drove the soldier away, and With the help of 
others put a stop to what was happemng at the statIOn. Then I 
went With these to the door of the Mudmeh to inquire 11\ hat the 
Mudlr was domg, and to call upon him to mterfere and put an end 
to the bloodshed. And on my way I met Abu Dlab at the door 
of the Mudmeh who had come from Damletta and was also restor
ing order, and who had under hiS protectIOn a young Christian 
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girl whoJt,l he was leadmg by the }.and, and we went together to 
the Mud'tneh, and when we aqived there we found 10 the court
yard three corpses of Christians who had Just been killed there, 
and we asked for the Mudlr and were told that he was 10 his room, 
one of the rooms adJommg the courtyard And we called to him, 
but there was no answer Then Abu Dlab kicked the door 10, and 
we found Ibrahim Adhem, the Mudlr, with his wakll, Mehenz, Slt
tmg there And Abu Dlab 10 a loud vOice asked them what they 
were domg there allowmg these murders to be done 10 his house 
by his own men And 'rhen they made no answer he caIIed to 
Ibrahim Adhem, calhng him a dog and a coward I heard this 
with my ears Next I went to the Khan where I heard the 
Christians had shut themselves up, and I found a mob try 109 to 
force the door, and my men haVing come an hour afterwards from 
Koreyshlyeh we drove them away and found mSlde a large num
ber of Christians, SYrians, Jews, and others, huddled together hke 
frightened sheep. And I put guards, and the next day brought 
them out and took them to my village, and after some days those 
that wished to leave the country I took by tram to Port ~ald, two 
trams full, and those (about I20) that chose to remam I took to 
my own house and fed them there during the whole time of the 
war 

Some days later I went to Kafr Dowar and gave eVidence as I 
now give It before Arabi Pasha when he made an mqwry mto the 
affair, and Ibrahim Adhem was sent a prisoner to Cairo and 
another man (Dawlsh Pasha) appomted by the Government 10 hiS 
place I also gave my eVidence after the war when the first Com· 
miSSIOn came to Tantah (there was no Englishman on this Com
mission), and afterwards they gave me a paper to sign, purportmg 
to be my eVidence, but It was not what I had said but the con
trary, and I refused to sign It Much pressure was put upon me 
to make me do thiS, and one day 10 the Khedive's palace at 
Cairo, on hiS fete day, Balram el Keblr, Takla Bey Blshara \\arned 
me that If I did not sign I should suffer for It. I also refused 
Ahmed el Sherif, sent by Sultan Pasha, when he came round the 
villages to take money for the sword given to W olseley 

When a new CommissIOn under Ismal1 YUSrI and the English 
came to Tantah they did not ask me for my eVidence (Ismat1 
YUSrI warned me 10 private not to mentIOn that I had sent a tele· 
gram to the Khedive, of which the copy has been found In the 
telegraph office, to ask for an order to mterfere) of what had hap
pened at Tantah but only as to those killed at Santah They 
therefore did not take my eVidence 

I declare that Abu Dlab was entirely Innocent, and that of those 
hanged at Tantah for thiS matter only 2 were gUilty, Abu Salaam 
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of Santah, and a soldier of the Mudmeh Ibrahim A<Jfem and 
Mehanz were ~e cause of the bloodshed The kllhng was done 
by the vagabonds from Alexandna and the soldiers of the 
Mudmeh. The same thmg happened at three other places-at 
Tantah 49 killed, at Santah 3 were killed, at Mehallet el Keblr 
6 or 7, at Mehallet abu Ali Jem el Suk 2 or 3 Also the same 
thmg would have happened at Dumanhour but for the Wakil Abd 
el Razak whom the Khedive has sent m chams for 15 years to the 
Soudan I heard of Osman Raafat bemg at Tantah on the day of 
the massacre In the house of one of hiS brothers-m-law He has 
two brothers-m-law at Tantah, Mohammed Hellal and Ibrahim 
Hellal 

Ibrahim Adhem was restored as Mudlr after the war, and he got 
up the eVidence agamst Abu Dlab m revenge for the words spoken 
by him on the day of the massacre. Abu Dlab died an mnocent 
man. He was not discouraged to the last, but told hiS father not 
to weep and told the executIOner to make haste At the last 
moment Ibrahim Adhem asked hiS pardon But Abu Dlab said, 
" God Will Judge between us to-night, to-day for me, to-morrow for 
you." I assure you, Sir, by God, that Abu Dlab died unjustly. 

Before the Commission had left Tantah Ibrahim Adhem came 
one day to my Village With 4 Enghsh officers, and summoned all 
the notables of the neighbourhood and declared to them that I 
was m disgrace With the Khedive and the Enghsh, and warned 
them to have no deahngs With me, and that If any had a quarrel 
agamst me the Khedive would support him agamst me, and four 
months passed and no one came Until the day of the massacre 
I was respected by all men. I had no quarrel With Ibrahim 
Adhem nor anyone, but my actIOn that day has been the cause 
of my rum. When Ibrahim Adhem was removed from Tantah, 
Husseyn Pasha Waslf was appomted m hiS place. He received 
me mto favour, but the Khedive wrote to him by hiS own secre
tary not to see me Husseyn Pasha shewed me thIS letter-I saw 
It With my eyes-and begged me to excuse him If he asked me to 
come no more to hiS house. ThiS drove me from my country It 
IS clear that by savmg the hves of the ChristIans that day I have 
gamed only anger from the Khedive and trouble. 

PRINCE HALIM TO MR. BLUNT 

Balta-L1man, 15 IJlctmbre, 1884 
MON CHER MONSIEUR BLUNT, 

Je vous remercle d'avOir pense a m'ecnre, j'aurals voulu en 
vous repondant vous donner des nouvelles de chez vous, mal-
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heureusement dans notre paresseux Onent les choses ne changent 
pas auss\ souvent que dans votre actlf Occident • ICI les Jours se 
sUivent et se ressemblent, II n'y a donc nen qUi vlllle la peme de 
vous etre rapporte Depms quelques Jours j'aper~Ols des ~Ignes 
nOh eqUivoques d'une tendance de rapprochement avec I'Anglc
terre, des commuDications ont eu heu entre MonSieur Wyndham 
et la Porte en vu de trouver un terram proplce qUi permettralt 
aux deux partls de tralter les affalres egyptlennes J e crams que 
cette fOlS encore la Turqule et I'Angleterre n'alent, par leur lenteur, 
manque Ie moment favourable de pouvolr en fimr entre elles 
Les pUissances slgnatalres du tralte de 1841-42 paralssent voulOlr 
se meier de la questIOn, elles trouveralent peut-etre mauvals que 
la Porte traltat dlrectement avec l'Angleterre, dans ce cas Ie nouvel 
ambassadeur d' Angleterre, quel qu'll CUt, II est tres douteux qU'11 
pUlsse reUlSSlr dans Ie sens du deslr de son Gouvemement Tout 
depend de la pressIOn plus ou moms grande qu'exercera l'Europe 

Je porteral a la connalssance du Sultan ce que Je crOlrru lUI etre 
utile, sans cependant m'llluslOner sur Ie resultat, car 11 est mutlle 
de chercher de la vigueur, de la precIsion, dans les actes du 
Gouvernement Impenal La peur, plus que I'mten?t meme, pre
sldera a toutes ses actIOns, qUOlqu'on fasse La blenveillance de 
Musurus Pacha pour Tewfik est sans doute Ie resultat du manage 
de son fils avec la fille d'un certam Antomadls, partisan d'Ismall, 
comme tous les voleurs 

A propos d'Ismarl, Je vous dlral qu'll depense beaucoup d'argent 
ICI, et j'en sens les effets Le brave homme donne son or contre 
de la parole qu'emporte aussltot Ie vent Avant que cette lettre 
vous parvlenne MonSieur Whittaker sera a Londres, II vous com
mumquera une proposition qUi Je crols aura votre pleme appro
bation. 

Recevez etc, 
HALIM 

PRINCE HALIM TO MR. BLUNT 

Balta-Llman, 6JanVler, 188S 
CHER MONSIER BLUNT, 

C'est Ie 4 Janvier seulement que J'al re~u votre lettre du 19 
Decembre 

Je SUIS avec mteret dans les Joumaux les penpetles de vos 
demarches, tant pres de l'assoclatlOn mternatlOnal d'arbltrage et 
de palX, que pres du Premier Mmlstre Je SUIS tout a fau de votre 
opmlOn et Je dlral qu'une term mal son a l'amlable et sans VIOlence 
de la questIOn egyptlenne ne peut se falre sans Ie concours du 
Sultan parcequ'II est la legahte, Ie drOIt, malS, Sl on veut passer 
outre, alors c'est l'mconnu et on ne peut savou comment et oil on 
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aboutlra Je trouve que I'Angleterre a perdu comme la Turqule 
un temps precleuxj ces deux pUissances pouvalent l'a~anger a 
l'amlable entr€lelles sans lal!rser de place it l'mgerance des autres 
pUissances peut-etre meme de la France, I' Angleterre auralL beau
coup gagne et la Turqule auralt eu aussl sa part de benefice. 
Mamtenant que les PUissances font mme de voulOlr prendre en 

'malO la questIOn egyptlenne sous pretexte qu'elle est mternatlOnale, 
Je crOlS que l'Angleterre et la Turqule ont perdu, touJours dans la 
prevIsion que les PUissances s'occuperont serleusement de la 
question, 

Recevez, etc, 
HALIM 

PRINCE HALIM TO MR BLUNT 

CHER MONSIEUR BLUNT, 
Balta-Llman, 19Janvur, 1885 

Votre lettre du 8 Janvier m'est parvenue, Je veux remercler pour 
les nouvelles que ~ous voulez bien me donner, 

II est probable que Hassan Fehmi Pacha sera a Londres avant 
que vous recevlez cette lettre J e consld~re la miSSIOn de I'envoye 
Ottoman comme une preuve patente de la bonne volonte de sa 
MaJeste Ie Sultan de reher les bonnes vletlles relatIOns des deux 
gouvernements que les evenements d'Egypte ont un peu term En 
tout cas, c'est un pas fait vers un arrangement, mals Je doute que 
Hassan Pacha pUlsse arrlver a une solutIOn defimtlve 

Les dermeres nouvelles ret;ues du Soudan se montrent par 
l'etat cntlque de l'expedluon anglalse, Sl les troupes qUi traversent 
Ie desert entre Kortl et Mutamma arnvent sans encf>mbre a cette 
dermere ville la ~ de la besogne seralt falte sans doute Alors 
seulement Ie Gouvernement Anglals pensera peut-etre serle use
ment a donner une solution a la questIOn egypuE'nne Je ne 
serals pas etonne Sl Souakm et Masaoua ou tout au moms un de 
ces deux ports resta defimtlvement entre les mams de I' Angleterre 

Recevez, etc, 
HALlY 

PRINCE HALIM TO MR. BLUNT 

Balta-Llman, 13 Fevner, 1885 
CHER MONSIEUR BLUN r, I 

Selon votre deslr J'at remls la lettre en arabe adressee par vous 
a Sa MaJeste Imperiale Ie Sultan, je l'ai fatt accompagner par 
votre lettre adressee a mOl, aussltot queJ'aurai une reponse je ne 
manquerat pas de vous Ie fatre connattre Immedlatement Je n'at 
pas Juge necessatre de presenter au Sultan votre rapport a Hassan 
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Pacha Fehml-Sa MaJeste almant les pnmeurs ell ~out J e n'al pas 
re<;u la '-PIeCe que vous m'annonclez m'etre cnvoye par votre 
secretalre ( 

Rlen de nouveau ICI Sl ce n'est l'entree en scene de 1'Itahe d'unc 
mamere extravagante, 11 en sera de meme tant que la TurqUle se 
bornera a protester chaque fOls qu'on lUI marchera sur Ie pled 

A vous, etc 
HALIM 

P S Personne ne peut repondre de la fermete du Gouverne
ment Ottoman 

LETTER TO H M THE SULTAN OF TURKEY (ABDUL HAMiD) 

(Sent also In Arabze) 

Crabbet Park, Three Bndges, Sussex, .January 3, 1885 
SIR, 

The grave penIs whIch on every sIde menace the Mohammedan 
nation and whlch cannot but dIstress Your Majesty In the dIS
charge of your hIgh duties towards your people must be my excu~e 
If I venture to address you on certain pOints whIch appear to me 
of vItal moment In the present conjuncture of affaIrs for Islam 

It will not be unknown to Your Majesty that for some years 
past I have travelled wIdely In Mohammedan lands and that CIr
cumstances have placed me In a pOSltIon to learn the thoughts, 
the fears, and the aspIratIOns of those who under vanous govern
ments acknowledge Your Majesty as theIr chIef, the supreme 
Head and P~ce of then rehgIOn, and Your Majesty also doubt
less knows the active part I took three years ago In endeavounng 
to prevent the great mIsfortune of the inVaSIOn of Egypt by my 
countrymen, and afterwards to set In a true light the injUstIce of 
thelr actIOn and the supreme mlsenes WhICh they have caused I 
trust therefore that Your Majesty WIll accept as the Ideas of one 
devoted In all hls heart to Mohammedan Interests and Your 
MaJesty's, the VIew of pohcy whlch I now presume to lay before 
you 

I With regard to those Mohammedans who live under other rule 
than Your MaJesty's,-1 can assert WIthout fear of mIstake that 
at no other penod of modern hIstory has the Cahphal authOrity 
exerclsed so powerful an Influence on theIr ImaginatIOn as now 
In all parts of the world Mohammedans are conscIOUS of the danger 
to them as a nation, and the sacred office held by Your Majesty 
lS regarded by them as the only safeguard remaining of theIr 
pohtlcal eXlstence EspeCIally wlthIn the last four years have they 
learned the necessIty of closer umon under Your Majesty's com-
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mand, If they would not become altogether lost and sc,ttered; 
and they are willing as they never were before to put aSide the 
differences of opinIOn which have so long dlVlded them and to 
accept Your Majesty as the fountain for them of authOrity On 
this subject I have conversed With many leamed men in many 
countries, and I find that what they practically deme IS this The 
evtls of which they complain are a decay of sound educatIOn, a 
decay of morals and a decay of wealth, and they attnbute these 
misfortunes not Indeed to a defect of the sacred law, which they 
all hold to be sufficient, but to a defect of the power to Interpret 
it In accordance With modern neceSSities, and of the authonty 
which should enforce that interpretatIOn and make It blndmg on 
men's practice. They desire therefore that Your Majesty should 
be pleased to consider in what way It ,would be possible to en
courage the meeting of some general assembly of Ulemas of 
various lands under Your Majesty's supreme appomtment to ruc
cuss all these matters, and devise remedies for their very urgent 
needs. They think that by a common agreement alone of the 
faithful of all lands under Your Majesty a true result could De 
obtained. 

This they desire and also that Your Majesty should take a more 
open part In the exercise of your high office by ISSUing from time 
to time and pubhshlng authontatlve statements of your views re
garding the many pubhc events which anse, gravely mterestmg. to 
Mohammedans at large, m order that these may be kept In closer 
sympathy With Your Majesty on matters concerning all. Thus It 
seems to me that 1t would be of supreme advantage at the present 
moment that Your Majesty should take the whole Mohammedan 
world mto your confidence With regatd to the Enghs\l occupation 
of Egypt The strength of Your Majesty's pOSitIOn hes In the 
moral influence you possess over the vast populatIons outSide 
Your Majesty's own EmpIre, and thiS can only be exercised to its 
full extent by making your Wishes pubhc Advantage has too long 
been taken by European Governments of Your Majesty's stlence 
to spread false reports regarding Your Majesty's ideas, and In these 
modern days no Power can afford to dispense With pubhClty as a 
spmtual weapon. 

2 With regard to Your Majesty's own domlmons I am en
couraged by the high character Your Majesty bears as a sincere 
Reformer, to urge upon you to take cogmzance of the many 
abuses and breaches of the law wruch aflhct the remoter proVinces 
of your Empire These to my sorrow I have noted on my many 
Journeys; and I kuow that they are a scandal to the world and a 
cause of Natlonal weakness. I could, if Your Majesty would per
mit, explain in what way I think they could be remedied; and 
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Your l\(aJesty may trust me not to recommend those European 
remedIes whIch Your Majesty rlghtlYJudges to bfl unsUIted to the 
genius of Eastern lands and subverSIve of the princIples of then 
rehglOn. I should ask Your Majesty neIther to grant concessIOns 
to Europeans, nor to employ Europeans In your Government, nor 
to adopt European forms of AdmInistratIOn. The reforms I would 
advocate are dIfferent from these, and are on the contrary deSIgned 
to estabhsh Mohammedan Government on Its true national basIS 
and In stricter accordance wIth Its rehglOus law In thIS way I am 
confident that, God aldmg Your Majesty, a sound pohtlcal and 
finanCIal baSIS could be secured for Your Empire 

Lastly-I would urge upon Your MaJesty a certaIn course of 
policy towards the Great European Powers, who one and all covet 
your dominIOns It IS essentIal for any plan of reform and re
cuperatIOn that an Interval of peace should be secured you. The 
two Governments whIch most threaten the Mohammedan natIOn at 
tills moment are the RUSSIan and I grIeve to say my own, and they 
must be dealt WIth vIgorously each In Its own manner The pre
sent IS an opportunity of the most favourable for makmg terms 
WIth England, but these can only be secured advantageously for 
Islam by courage and determinatIOn Your Majesty mu~t declare 
yourself In clear language accordIng to certain terms as to whIch I 
could adVIse Your MaJesty, and I think that I can assure you of 
success But I venture to warn Your Majesty agaInst any con
cessIOn of princIple whIch mIght separate you from the full approval 
of Mohammedans In various lands The part whIch IS yours to play 
In your dealings WIth our Government IS that of the fearless ex
ponent of the Mohammedan wIll As Sultan of Turkey Your 
Majesty has undoubted rIghts In Egypt, but In thIS age of lawless 
aggressIOn It IS necessary that sovereIgn rights should be backed 
by the popular will and In Your Majesty's Instance by that full 
exercIse of your Cahphal authOrity whIch IS yours as Pnnce of the 
Fatthful 

If Your Majesty on the perusal of thIS letter will deIgn to hear 
me further I WIll make It my duty to lay my plan In detaIl before 
Your Majesty. 

I am, WIth profound respect, Your Majesty, Your most faIthful 
servant 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

PRINCE HALIM TO MR. BLUNT 

Constantinople, 17.futlle! 1885 
CHER MONSIEUR BLUNT, 

J'at re<;u votre lettre du 3 courant qui m'annonce l'achat des 
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chevaux. Je vous remercle pour la peme que vous voos etes 
donnee pour cela. 

Mr Whitaker n'est pas encore de retour En attendant, ce que je 
VOIS dans Ie Journaux ne me paralt pas etre tres dltrerent du 
passe Lord Sahsbury dans l'expose de la pohtlque du nouveau 
cabmet, fait a. la chambre des Lords Ie 6 courant, declare que 
l'Angleterre est bee d'honneur au Khedive Un premier Mmlstre 
ne s'engage au fond com me cela, s'l1 avalt l'intentJon de SUlvre 
une autre vOle que ses predecesseurs Le hen d'honneur n'est pas 
faCile a. brlSer, comme par exemple Ie hen d'mteret, ou on a la 
faculte de se montrer desmteresse meme magnamme eli Ie 
brlSant. Lord Sahsbury donne pour raison du hen d'honneur, 
l'honetete du Khedive, vis-a.-vIs du gouvernement Anglals et II 
n'y a que quelques Jours que Tewfik Pacha protestalt de son devou
ment et de son malterable attachement a. Sa MaJeste Impenale Ie 
Sultan, en Jettant sur la pression meslstlble des Anglals tout Ie 
passe. Ces protestations du Khedive sont pnses ICl pour ce 
qU'elles valent et pour la forme ~n se montre content Le grand 
cordon du Schafcate a. ete envoye a. sa femme comme preuve de 
la satisfaction Impenale, 

Je vous renouvelle, cher MonSieur Blunt, l'expresslOn, etc 
HALIM 
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AUTHOR'S CORRESPONDENCE WITH DOWNING 
STREET 

THE EARL OF DUFFER IN TO MR. BLUNT 

Pnvate Cairo, 16 December '82 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

Many thanks for your letter of December 8th, and especially 
for havmg sent me the pamphlet, of which I had heard, and 
which I have studied with the attentIOn It seems to deserve 

I am qUite alIve to the Importance of the question you refer to 
of the mdebtedness of the peasantry It IS one of those eVils which 
meet us both m India and m Ireland, and you may depend upon 
my domg my best to discover a remedy If any such there be 

We have mduced the Government to let out of pnson at once, 
somethmg lIke 450 of those who have been shut up m JaiL 

Yours SIncerely, 
DUFFERIN 

MR BLUNT TO THE EARL OF DUFFERIN 

January 23rd, 1883 
My DEAR LORD DUFFERIN, 

I have delayed thankIng you for your letter of the 16th December 
mformmg me of the release of 450 of the polItical pnsoners, until 
I had seen Napier and learned from him a lIttle more clearly than 
I could by letter what were the terms of agreement come to With 
regard to them when the tnal was compromised I had understood 
from Broadley that the terms would Include an amnesty, and I 
had hoped It would have been a general one, and that the whole 
of the unfortunate people detaIned m the pnsons on charges nsmg 
out of the" rebellIOn" would have been set free Now, however, 
it seems that, though an amnesty has been decreed, many ex
ceptIOns to It have been made, that willIe some have been released, 
others are beIng arrested, and that the Courts are stIll trying and 
executIng men on cnmmal charges connected With the events of 
June and July. I trust that the mterest I take m opposmg thiS 
particular form of InJusnce Will excuse me With you If I say a few 
words on the matter The world, It IS true, is full of Injustice 
which we cannot remedy, but here the remedy would seem WithIn 
our hands, and the Injusnce IS one for willch every Engl!shman 
who knows the facts 15 responsible 

568 



Correspondence Wl,tk Downing Street 

FIrst, as regards the exceptIOns made to the amnesty.;.t would 
seem most unf:vr that the leaders of the" rebellIon" havIng fore
gone theIr rIght of beIng pubhcly defended, any-of theIr followers 
or assocIates should be pUnIshed for rebellIOn ArabI's defence 
Included the defence of every man In Egypt, and WIth the com
mutatIon of hIS sentence every other sentence should have been 
commuted The two strongest cases I have heard of, of persons ex
cepted from the amnesty, are Akkad's and Awwam's, men charged 
WIth no CrIme, but who have nevertheless been exIled, the one to 
Massowah and the other to the WhIte NIle, pUnIshments whIch 
Malet has, I thInk, explaIned In hIS despatches to be eqUIvalent to 
death. These two cases I also recommend to your specIal atten
tIOn from the fact that the sufferers are men whose quarrel was 
OrIgInally WIth Enghsh, not EgyptIan, offiCIals, and whose exceptIon 
from the amnesty has consequently a rather compromIsIng ap
pearance for them Akkad's OrIgInal offence lay m hIS haVIng pro
tested In 1879 agaInst RIvers WIlson's confiscation of the Mouk
abalah claims, a thIng he was perfectly JustIfied m dOIng, WhICh, 
moreover, he had been InVIted to do by a notIce pubhshed by 
WIlson in the papers For thIS he was sent by Rlaz on a false 
charge to the WhIte NIle, the detaIls, NapIer tells me, he has 
laId already before you 

Awwam's case IS still stronger, and It affects ColVIn Awwam 
was an employe under ColVIn on the Cadastral survey, and was 
dIsmIssed for haVIng drawn up a report shOWIng the IncapacIty of 
the officers conductIng the survey and theIr waste of publIc money 
-all whIch IS now admItted The wrong done hIm made a martyr 
of hIm WIth the NatlOnahsts, and when ArabI came mto office m 
February he was appomted lus secretary For thIS, and presumably 
at Colvm's suggestIon, he was arrested by the Enghsh authOrItIes 
on theIr landmg at AlexandrIa m July, and put m llons He then 
wrote a letter to the KhedIve demandIng to know the reason of 
hIS arrest, and was transferred, still m Irons, to the Borgho pnson, 
where NInet saw hIm seventy-four days afterwards Then, when 
the dIsclosures relatmg to that prIson began to be made, Awwam 
would seem to have been sent WIthout trIal to Khartoum, and is 
probably there at the. present moment. These are strong cases, 
but I have httle doubt there are many others qUIte as strong 

Secondly It IS surely a mockery to decree an amnesty affectIng 
only persons who happen to be actually m pnson, and omItting 
from Its operation both men already dealt With and men to be 
dealt WIth m the future on charges connected WIth the past. From 
all I hear the reign of terror has not been dlmmished m the pro
vmces by the decree-whatever may be the case at Cano-the 
prIsons are still full and men are beIng arrested daIly 
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Lastly I cannot understand how It can be tl\e WIsh of our Gov
ernment to make scapegoats of the rank and file pf those charged 
with the crlmmal acts of June and July while the chIef offenders 
enJoy Immumty If one thmg has been proved to the satisfactIOn 
of the Government more than another, It IS that Omar Lutfi was 
responsible for the murderous character of the riots of the 11th of 
June_ Yet we read still of executIons at Alexandria for cnmes 
committed on that day by others, the chIef culprit himself beIng 
the whIle at large, m honour, and holdmg hIgh office under the 
Khedive I say nothmg of the Khedive himself, though you 
doubtless know how little hiS conduct on that day would hotvt! 
borne mvestlgatlOn. 

HaVIng thus dIscharged my conscIence of what I conSIder a 
duty, let me now allude to the other part of your letter, that re
latmg to the debts of the fellahm It was the scheme of ArabI and 
the Natlonaltsts last February to solve the difficulty by makmg It 
Illegal to lend money on mortgage of land except with the consent 
of an officer to be appomted for the purpose m the chief town of 
each dIstriCt, and then only to an amount small In proportion to 
land value Thus the only borrowers would have been persons 
able and mtendmg to repay I qUite understand that such a regu
latIOn mIght have checked the flow of capItal Into the country and 
In consequence have reduced the public revenue, but the object 
of the NatIOnalIsts was to prevent at all costs the pasSIng of the 
land mto the hands of strangers, and I repeat that thiS must be 
prevented If there IS to be a cessatIOn of the popular discontent In 
Egypt ThIS seems to me a far more Vital matter than the form of 
government of the country, or even the reform of the administra
tion But probably It can only be effected by a reduction of the 
revenue, and consequently of the rate of Interest on the debt. 
The NationalIsts also mtended to form a NatIOnal Bank to make 
the reqwred advances But I feel that very lIkely It IS useless 
my sayIng anythmg on thIS head, for I fear the Government at 
home has no senous deSire to effect anythmg but a makeshift 
arrangement agreeable to the European publtc, and strong enough 
to last their time I wI~h you could have seen Mohammed Abdu 
or some others of the NatIOnalIst leaders before they left Egypt 
They would have told you m an hour more than you could learn 
from all the EnglIsh offiCIals at CaIro In a fortmght. Nevertheless 
I beg you to beheve that I stIll look confidently for a solution 
compatible WIth Egyptian aspIratIOns at your hands, and I rem am 
yours truly, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 
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THE EARL OF DUFFERIN TO MR. BLUNT 
~ 

Pnvale anti Confidenllal. CairO, 12lh Feb. '83 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd of 
January. It must have been delayed en route 

You are really under a wrong ImpreSSIOn as to what IS gomg on 
here, as you will see by the enclosed memorandum from Sir 
Charles Wilson, to whom I referred your letter. 

As for el Accad, he IS qUite unworthy of the mterest you take 
in him HIS comphclty with Arabi IS beyond doubt, and he mls
appropnated some funds which Hahm ,Pasha entrusted to him for 
the purpose of bnbIng Arabi to support his, Hahm's, candidature 

I have sent home a report on the reorganiZatIOn of Egypt, from 
which you will see that I am dOIng what I can to promote the 
establishment of Just pnnclples of Government m this country. 

Believe me, my dear Blunt, yours sIncerely, 
DUFFERIN. 

P S.-I need not remmd you that there is no man who has done 
more to prevent this Government from exercIsIng undue seventy 
m the case of the rebels than Sir Charles Wilson 

MR. BLUNT TO MR. HAMILTON 

My DEAR EDDY, 
la, James Street,/anuary 16, 1883. 

I thInk you Will admit that the despatches published to-day, 
taken In connectIOn With ColVin's reappomtment as Controller m 
Egypt, absolve me from any duty of reticence I may have had 
toward Mr Gladstone on the events of the past year. In spite of 
aU that has been said and promised and avowed, annexation 
stares us In the face as unmistakably as If the word had been 
wntten I am sorry, more than for Egypt, that It should have 
come to thiS. 

Yours affec, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

Pnvale. 10, Downing Street, 12/h March '83. 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

As Campbell Bannerman has to answer a question thiS after
noon founded on your letter which will (I understand) amount to 
what he COUld. tell you, were he to see you, perhaps an interVIew 
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would be of lIttle good He tells me that every piece of fresh In
formatJo.l they get at the Admiralty (e g from Lord Alcester) fully 
confirms his account In the House of Commons. 'and therefore It 
seems to resolve Itself Into a question of the known intentIOns of 
the authontles In Egypt as well as of the Government at home 
against what Glil and Palmer fanned their mission to have been. 

I apologIZe for haVing perhaps expressed myself too strongly 
yesterday But the Government have nothmg In the world to con
ceal, and the orgamsers of the Expedition surely ought to know 
better the objects of It than the unfortunate men charged with the 
miSSIOn. 

Yours as always alfec, 
E W. HAMILTON 

MR. BLUNT TO MR. EDWARD HAMILTON 

Pans, Sep 14, 1883 
DEAR EDDY, 

When I saw you on Wednesday I told you that I had thought of 
takmg SabunJi with me, but had given up the Idea. Smce then, 
however, I have heard that the man I counted on to help me m 
Egypt IS no longer there, and I have consequently determmed to 
take Sabun)1 The fact IS I should be very helpless without him, 
and If It should so happen that I could be of any good It would 
be as well to have him at hand 

I shall leave him at Port Said or Suez till I have seen Banng, 
and as I told you, I have no mtentlon of domg anythmg without 
Barmg's countenance If Barmg will not listen to anythmg I have 
to propose I shall not waste any time In Egypt, but shall go on to 
Ceylon and India I shall cautIOn Sabun)1 to get mto no mischief, 
and he has always acted as far as I am aware squarely m hiS 
service With me We start to-mght for Marseilles, and so farewell 
I will wnte to you from Egypt 

Yours alfec , 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

MR BLUNT TO MR. 'HAMILTON 

Cairo, September 28th, 1883. 
My DEAR EDDY, 

I promised to wnte to you, and I Will keep my promise, but you 
must not expect me to say anythmg pleasant or flattenng I found 
Banng extremely amiable and WillIng to listen to all I had to 
say, and I believe he told me hiS own views frankly Our Ideas 
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on many of the reforms wanted 10 Egypt were the same. His 
scheme for rehl)vmg the debts of the peasantry seemed "a sound 
one-and he struck me generally as bemg a man of sympathy and 
courage. But when I have said this I have said all On the maIO 
pomt of glvmg Egypt back her liberty we are worlds apart He 
neither wishes It, nor has the least Idea of attemptmg It. "What 
Egypt wants," he told me, "IS peace and order, not another 
revolutIOn, we have restored the Khedive and the CIrcasslans to 
power, and I shall do my best to keep them there" 

With regard to Duffenn's famous Charter I find neither he nor 
anyone else look upon It as 10 the least senous or 10 the least Im
portant-and they are rIght. The electIOns are not seriOUS, nor 
were ever mtended to be by those who drafted the Charter The 
electoral hsts are drawn up by the Government, the voting takes 
place under the eye of the Governor and 10 the Prefecture of 
Pohce-and 10 most mstances the Governor or the Prefect of 
Pohce are the candidates chosen It could not have been other
wise. The Clrcasslans have been encouraged to re-estabhsh their 
rule by a reign of terror. There IS no protection of any kmd 
against arbitrary arrest, arbitrary confiscation of property, and Im
prisonment Without trIal. The prIsons 10 the country dlstncts are 
still full of untrIed men. There IS no liberty of speech, or of the 
press-and at AlexandrIa they began the elections by hangmg two 
more men charged With mstlgatmg. the rIots of last year How 
should anyone but the Prefect of Pohce be chosen? Mr. Glad
stone, who knows everythmg, doubtless knows that 10 India, where 
the people have been crushed for ages, they worship Siva the god 
of destructIOn Here they worship the Prefect of Pohce Yet less 
than two years ago there were both freedom of speech and of the 
press, elections fairly representative, and the begInmng of a real 
Constitution It may have been necessary for Imperial or mter
national reasons to destroy thiS and to revert to a system of 
" peace and order" as Baring calls It, but It cannot be necessary 
to talk of havmg given the Egyptians liberty' 

Banng himself IS too honest to pretend that lus system IS any
thmg but" Egypt for the Turks." But he (ancles he can manage 
Tewfik and the half dozen men who form hiS party, and give Egypt 
a mitigated and not altogether inhuman despotism If he succeeds 
10 thiS he Will have accomphshed somethmg, but I cannot believe 
that he Will at all succeed Te\\fik and Shenf have no followmg 
10 thiS country beyond the palace walls, and, even supposing them 
to be the absolutely supple tools Barmg believes them to be, they 
have no kmd of moral mfluence and very little energy. The mmor 
Enghsh offiCials tell me they are unable to redress the least wrong 
or mtroduce the sl1Dplest reform 10 the departments m wluch they 
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serve, and that BarlOg and Maxwell should b~ Ilble, through the 
weak m~dlUm of Tewfik, and Sherif, and Fakn, to do more than 
obtam a shadow of Justice and compassIOn for the-people I cannot 
understand. You know how different this IS from my own Idea of 
reforming the people through men of their own race whom they 
respect, and are ready to work with, and you may Imagine my 
dlsappomtment at getting from Baring nothmg better than poor 
Malet's stale Idea of Egypt for the Turks. 

I spoke to Sir Benson Maxwell, who IS a really good man, about 
gettmg some kmd of protectIOn for the people from arbitrary arre~t, 
and he has promised to do so But he IS golOg away on leave and 
nothlOg will be even begun before Christmas. On the whole It 
seems to me that no fate could possibly have been devised for 
Egypt more sad or more hopeless than what I see before me, and 
It would have been far more merciful to have put the Egyptians 
at once out of their misery by annexing their country la~t year 
than to play at glvlOg them" natIve rule," under conditions which 
through much suffering will lead to exactly the same result a year 
ot two years hence I consequently leave Egypt a sadder and a 
wiser man than I came I shall publish my poem-and make my 
protest and set out" to-morrow for fresh fields and pastures new" 

Yours, etc, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

PS.-I wonder whether Mr Gladstone knows that there are 
still twelve Bedoums m prison at Suez arrested for the Palmer 
murder and untried Among them a woman and two or three 
children kept as hostages' , 

MR BLUNT TO SIR EVELYN BARING 

Carro, Oel I, 1883 
My DEAR SIR EVELYN, 

I have receIved a letter from Abd el Razak Bey, F R G S , 
ex-dIrector of the Naval College, who wIth some four others has 
been m prison here for the last three months on a charge orlgtnallj 
of connection wIth a politIcal plot. He was, however, ordered to 
be dIsmIssed by the CommiSSIOn appomted to lOqUIre lOto thE 
matter, but was nevertheless retained by Osman Pasha Ghaleb 
through superior orders" on SuspICIOn," and IS still m the Zaptleli 
prison He now asks me to come and see him, and as I am leav 
ing CaIro to-morrow I shall be much obliged to you If you cae 
kmdly obtam me an order to enter the prison. 

Smce seeing you on Wednesday I have had opportunities 01 
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ascertammg the feelings of the people here, and I am convmced 
that unless somethmg IS speedily done to relieve therr wffermgs 
you wlll have tlouble. 

I am, dear SIr Evelyn, yours truly, 
WILFRID SCAWEN Bl.UNT. 

SIR EVELYN BARING TO MR. BLUNT 

Carro, Oct I, 1883 
DEAR MR BLUNT, 

I regret that I am unable to accede to the request con tamed in 
your letter. The deCISIOn as to permISSIon beIng gIven to pnsoners 
to receIve VISIts lies entIrely wlthm the competence of the EgyptIan 
Government I must decbne to mterfere In the manner 10 whIch 
they exercIse theIr dIscretIOn In dealmg wIth the subject. 

Very truly yours, ' 
E. BARING 

MR. BLUNT TO SIR EVELYN BARING 

Pnvafe. Suez, October 3rd 1883 
My DEAR SIR EVELYN, 

Your note by some accIdent was posted by your cavass mstead 
of bemg sent by hand, and so dId not reach me tIll Just as I 
was leavmg CaIro yesterday mornmg, and I thmk It IS rIght you 
should know that recelvmg no answer I had already gone to the 
pnson, and seen Abd el Razak Bey and the others I found them 
comfortably lodged and In good health, WIth the exceptIOn of 
Mustapha Bey SldkI, who seemed serIously III, and I received 
from them all the same account, that theIr release had been 
ordered by the CommIssIon (whIch included two of the BelgIans 
who came here as Judges) more than three months ago, smce 
whIch tIme no further mqwnes had been made mto theIr case. 
Abd el Razak had wrItten to the KhedIve, but WIthout reply, and 
they belIeve themselves to be detaIned by the order of Osman 
Pasha Ghaleb. No EnglIsh mspector had been to see them, and 
no mqulry had been made mto theIr case Now, however, that I 
have got your letter I fear that, should my VISIt become known to 
the Prefect of PolIce, or the fact that they wrote to me, the 
prIsoners mIght be made to suffer from theIr and my Imprudence. 
They believe themselves likely to be sent WIthout further trIal to 
the Soudan, and, as so many have suffered that fate dUrIng the 
past year, I trust that you Will give them your protectIon. They 
were arrested on a charge which would seem to have been false, 
for their release was ordered by the court whIch exammed It, and 
10 any other country 10 the world they would be now at hberty 
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As far as I can learn, Lord DufferIn mterfered with these matters 
as long 1.'5 he was here, for he had promised a Ilolitlcal amnesty 
at the time of Arabi's trial, but after his departure arrests were 
agam made, and I undelstand on very high authonty that there 
are at the present moment several thousand untried pnsoners In 

the various towns of the Delta and Upper Egypt I can speak 
from expenence of the terror In which respectable people, In no 
way connected with the army, but known to have sympathized 
with the Liberal party, are now hvmg In Cairo, and, as I said 
before, the excessive tyranny of the pohce and the Mudlrs IS 

goadmg men to new disqUiet TrustIng that you will forgive me 
for not haVing waited for your answer, and that as far as the 
pnsoners are concerned the fact of their haVing written to me and 
of my havIng seen them may be kept a secret, I remaIn, dear 
Sir Evelyn, 

Yours very truly, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR. BLUNT TO MR. HAMILTON 

Suez, October 3rd, 1883. 
My DEAR EDDY, 

You Will have perceived that when I wrote the other day I was 
very angry, and I thmk that I had cause But that IS no rea~on 
why I should not write agaIn When I saw Banng I had not had 
any conversation with my own political friends, and I could not 
guess the conditIOn of affairs Now I have seen and talked to a 
great number of them, and I can speak with certaInty as to. theIr 
feelmgs and, I oeheve, with equal certamty as to the general feel
mg of the country 

The first and only obstacle that I see to a peaceable settle
ment of the country IS the present Khedive It IS absolutely Im
possible he should remam, unless It IS mtended to occupy the 
country permanently with our troops-and I doubt If even that 
would altogether protect him I have asked people of every class 
about him and I have not found one that did not despise him 
The Circasslans and the rest of the fanatical class look upon him 
as a traitor to his rehgIon, and the hberals as a traitor to his 
country You know that till the bombardment I supported blm 
with the NatIOnal party as agamst Hahm or IsmaH or other pre
tenders, but I am certam that no recol1cliIatlOn IS possible. You 
do not beheve m hiS culpablhty m the matter of the riots of June, 
but all the Egyptians here do, and wlthm the last three days I have 
had very Important eVidence on that head offered me Now, I don't 
wish to make too much of thiS-It was a stroke of party polItiCS 
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But what the NatIonalists will never forglve IS that he has had 
innocent men as well as men who acted at his mstlgatlO:I hanged 
for these very ahs I have now the eVidence of two men of the 
highest respectablhty, one of whom IS Ahmed Bey MmshawI, the 
Sheykh who IS so honourably mentIOned 10 the Blue Books as 
havmg saved the hves of several hundred ChnstIans at Tantah, to 
the effect that the nots there were equally the work of the 
Khedive's friends, and that Yusuf Abu Dlab, who was hanged for 
the affair, was not only Innocent but did hiS best to save hves 
Innocent men have everywhere been arrested and Imprisoned on 
charges connected with these things to gratify the spite of the 
Khedive and hiS few partisans You will say perhaps that these 
tales are not true, but they are certainly beheved m-and 10 the 
behef hes all the difficulty of reconplIatIon For myself I beheve 
so strongly In the Khedive's treachery that I would certamly not 
adVIse Arabi to return to Egypt, were the option glven him, under 
Tewfik's rule. 

The Clrcasslans of course do not quarrel with him on thiS account 
(for they look on the fellahin as their proper scapegoats), but for 
hiS conduct during the war and hiS feebleness of character As 
you know, they are very few 10 numbers 10 the country, only a few 
thousand, and they say they want a man not a woman to protect 
them agamst Europe and agamst another nsmg of the fellahm. I 
beheve there IS a strong party among them for IsmaJ1 Pasha, a few 
for Husseyn on account of hiS extreme bigotry, and a few for 
Hassan, hiS brother Among the more hberal-mlnded Hahm IS a 
faVOUrite, as he IS among many of the Egyptians through Abu 
Nadara's advocacy, though very few people know him. HIS 
enemies say he IS not a politICIan and cares only for cats and birds 
Nobody Will hear at all of Ibrahim on account of hiS letter to the 
Duke of Cambridge The Khedive of course has a party, though 
he has no fnends. ThiS consists first of the Ministers who have 
come Into power through hiS restoration-though all these cannot 
be counted on-secondly of Butros Pasha and other nch Copts, 
and I believe the CoptIC money-lenders of the Said. The Patnarch 
and the mass of the CoptIC clergy belong to the .. Hesbu el 
Honye," the party of hberty, which now occupies the place of the 
NatIOnal party of two years ago. Also, thirdly, of the finanCIers, 
bankers, and nch Synan and Greek merchants of Alexandna. It 
is, however, safe to say that there is nobody of the Khedive's 
party, except the Ministers, who do not support him as a natural 
steppmg-stone to annexatIOn. 

The fellahm of the Delta, as far as I can gather, are divided 10 

opinIOn, those of the remoter districts caring nothmg for polItics, 
and haVIng still a traditIonal respect for Effendlna-whoever he may 
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be-the other part believmg that ArabI wIll return Of thIs there 
has gro~ up Wlthm the last few months a very ttrong belIef m 
CaIro and the towns-and there is no doubt 10 the world that he 
IS popular In spite of hiS mIsfortunes I have heard people com
plaIn of hIm for hiS conduct In the war, for hIS neglect of blockmg 
the Suez Canal, for hIS prayIng when he ought to have been fightmg, 
and for hiS running away at Tel-el-Keblr. But they talk kIndly of 
hIm and are proud of him as the first fellah who ever held supreme 
power In Egypt, and I had abundant proofs of theIr goodwIll to 
myself as hIS frIend. Except the KhedIve I see no obstacle to hIS 
recall SherIf mIght, I belIeve, work wIth hIm agam as far as the 
NatIOnalIsts are concerned, and IsmaIl Eyoub certaInly could But 
AlI Mubarak Pasha, Kham Pasha, Omar Lutfi Pasha, and Osman 
Ghaleb, the Prefect of PolIce, and Sultan Pasha would have to re
tIre from power I cannot conceIve theIr beIng any loss-and 
there are certaIn Mudlrs, too, In the provmces, who have been ex
ceptIOnally bloodthIrsty and tyrannical, whose positIOn would be 
mcompatlble WIth a return of the lIberal party to office. I am of 
opmlon that the only pnnce of the famIly o( Mehemet AlI who 
could uOlte partIes IS HalIm But I thInk you would do far better 
to make ArabI hImself the chIef of the state-HalIm after allIS a 
Turk and the people only look to hIm as the alternatIve to the 
present regIme 

The more I have seen of the people the more convInced I 
have become that the present reIgn of terror cannot contInue 
If you WIthdraw the troops WIthout establIshIng somethmg and 
somebody that the people lIke, you must have trouble. The 
army may be as fond of SIr Evelyn Wood as he IS saId to thInk, 
but that WIll not prevent them oWning the first resolute man who 
proposes to dethrone the KhedIve-he IS too unpopular with 
the people td be popular WIth the army-and, If the NatIOnalIsts 
are too crushed to turn on hIm yet awhIle, the Clrcasstans certaInly 
wIll You wIll then find yourselves WIth some really unscrupulous 
adventurer at the head of a revolutIOn, and you or your successors 
wIll annex the country. I am WrItIng In the belIef that you do not 
Intend or WIsh for such a result, but to persIst In thrustIng Tewfik 
on the Egyptians IS to InvIte annexatIon. 

I had Intended to WrIte thIS to the "TImes," but I WrIte It 
instead to you, hopmg that you may show it to Mr Gladstone I 
would rather you dId not show It to the F 0, for they would only 
use It to my frIends' dIsadvantage The whole thIng depends 
now on Mr Gladstone. If he InSIStS on restonng hberty to Egtpt 
nothmg IS easIer-but not on the present lInes. 

Yours affectionately, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 
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MR. HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

Haddo House, Aberdeen, 
21St October, 1883 

Mv DEAR WILFRID, 
Your two interesting letters wntten from Egypt, for which many 

thanks, have both reached me while I am holiday makmg In 

Scotland, but I have taken steps to secure their bemg seen by 
Mr Gladstone Your account of affairs m Egypt IS, to say the 
least of It, depressmg I won't make any comments on what you 
say. I will content myself with bemg the receptacle of bad news 
and the conduit pipe of It to headquarters I will only say that I 
can't conceIVe how It would be pOSSible, without the gro~sest breach 
of faith, for the English Government to countenance the oustmg of 
Tewfik, whatever sort of fellow he may be. 

Holiday makmg IS neIther condUCive to letter writmg, I find, nor to 
the catermg of news, so I am afraid I shall, as far as bemg a cor
respondent IS concerned. make a poor return for your budgets. 
Good luck to you and a pleasant trip to India. 

Yours affectIOnately, 
E. W. HAMILTON. 

SIR EVELYN BARING TO MR. BLUNT 

CairO, December 31, 1883. 
SIR, 

I have received a letter from CherIf Pasha mformmg me that 
the Egyptian Government Intends to forbid your disembarkation 
in Egypt on your return Journey from India-HIs Excellency 
adds ... Par courtolsle, et en vue d'empecher tout mCldent facheux 
de se produlre dans Ie cas ou il entreralt dans les intentions de 
MonSieur Blunt de s'arreter en Egypte, a son retour d~s Indes, Je 
crols deVOir vous demander MonSieur Ie Mmlstre, de voulOir bien 
informer d'avance votre compatnote de cette interdIctIOn .. 

In compliance, therefore, With the request of the Egyptian 
Government, I beg to commUnIcate their deCision to you. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
E. BARING. 

MR. BLUNT TO SIR EVELYN BARING 

My DEAR SIR EVELYN, 
Delhi,January 26, 188+ 

I have to acknowledge the receipt, under flying seal from Mr. 
Primrose, of your letter of the 31st December, which reached me 
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yesterday I confess that the contents surprlst;d me, not merely 
on acco" nt of the nature of the message your letter con tamed for 
me from the Khedive's late Prime Mmlster, but ;till more from 
the fact that you should have transmitted It 10 an official form 
without comment, explanation, or expressIOn of disapproval 

That the Government of which ShenfPasha was the head should 
have disliked my presence 10 Egypt I can well understand, for I have 
been more than once, as you know, mstrumentalm brlngmg their 
abuse of power to official ears, but I am' Ignorant of ha vmg 
offended agamst any law whIch should authOrize my exclusIOn, as 
the subject of a fnendly Power, from Egypt, and stIll less am I 
conscIous of haVing done what should forfeit me my nght to your 
diplomatiC protectIOn Indeed, the circumstances of my recent 
VISit to Egypt would seem to entitle me to this last 10 an especial 
manner, for you will not have forgotten that I came there last 
September with special recommendatIOn to you from the hlghe~t 
offiCial quarter, and that my renewed mterest m EgyptIan polItiCS 
was authonzed by suggestions emanatmg from the ~ame high 
source But for thiS, I believe I may say With truth that I should 
not have stopped 10 Egypt at all on my way eastwards, and most 
certamly that I should not have encouraged hopes there which the 
sequel might fail to Justify. 

With equal truth I can assure you that, had you informed me 
m a less formal manner that the mterests of Egypt would be best 
served by my not returning to Cairo thiS sprmg, I would have 
Wlllmgly consented masmuch as at the moment of my recelvmg 
your letter I had all but abandoned my mtentlOn of so domg, 
partly on account of quarantme difficulties, partly because I 
recognized m Nubar Pasha's accessIOn to office an adjournment 
by our Governmenf of the special hopes which mterested me 

Now, however, m face of your offiCial commUnicatIOn, I feel 
myself obliged to do somethmg towards assertmg the right, which 
is mme as a Bntlsh subject, of resldmg where I Will abroad under 
Bntlsh protectIOn, and espeCially, because I hold property there, 
m Egypt Nubar Pasha IS an enbghtened man, With whom I have 
the pleasure of bemg personally acquamted, and he IS not lIkely 
of hiS own motion to renew hiS predecessor's threat of excludmg 
me from tbe country, but I fear I must ask you, as I do most 
formally ask you, 'to be good enough to gIve me your written 
assurance either that the prohIbition forwarded by you has ended 
With Shenf Pasha's dismissal, or that you are prepared, should I 
be so disposed as to Wish to land m Egypt, to take all necessary 
measures to protect me from annoyance Less than thiS would be 
eqUivalent to my abandoning a nght WhiCh, as a matter of prin
CIple a!> well as of convenience, I am not prepared to forego 
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Corresponde, v .. WI~('f. Downlng Street 
I will only add that lett~rtr.e,I; you In thIs sense will reach me, 

if addressed to the Rubattlr" teamer" China," at Adt;.') on the 
".1, of March ur at Suez OI~ the 12th, and will prevent further 
ml~"'JJerstandlng \ 

I am, my dear SIr Evelyn, yo~rs faIthfully, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

Pnvale, Bombay,Janual'Y 30, 1884 
My DEAR EDDY, 

What, in the name of all that IS blunder-headed, does Banng 
mean by sending me In ojJictal form and wIthout explanatIOn a 
threat of the late SherIf Pasha's that he would prevent my land
Ing In Egypt' 'Tou surely explained to hIm the meaning of my 
last VISIt and tn\J encouragement whIch had been gIven me (I 
don't mean merely througr ·'ourself) to make a move In Egyptian 
politICS Or what IS the ~ cory of It? Of course 1 have been 
obliged to answer, but as let have done so semI-officIally only, 
and WIthout putting all the dots upon the I's, and have left hIm a 
door of retreat from what you must see IS qUIte a false posItIOn 
Please don't let hIm force me to go any further 

SerIOusly, would It not be better to work WIth me frankly at last by 
tellIng me exactly what It IS you want In Egypt Unless you really 
mean annexatIOn, you will need.every honest man's help to get you 
out of your difficulties, and the day will come when you w1l1 not de
spIse mine, It IS only two years ago If I remember nghtly that you 
told me Gordon was mad But you must not drive me too far I 
have a serious work tO,do In the East, a work of whIch the estab
hshment of good government In Egypt IS only a small part, and 
one way or other, With God's help, I mean to do It It IS a good 
work and you could further It greatly In DOWning Street If you 
chose to trust me, but I am sure 'You cannot hInder It, certaInly 
not by shutting me out of Egypt, I had nearly gIven up the Idea 
of gOing back there thiS sprIng, for my thoughts were In another 
directIOn, when I got Baring's letter But I shall most certaInly 
fight the matter out If he inSIStS Only I beg of you think It care
fully over and If possible let Baring be adVIsed to send me a 
sensible reply, 

We leave Bombay on the 1St of March 
Yours affectionately, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 
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SIR EVELYN BAR~ ~entu lob. BLVNT 
"''''sa \" CaIro, feb 26, 1884 

DEAR. MR BLUNT, 
On receipt of your letter of Jan'uary 26th I placed myself 10 

commUnicatlOn with ij'ubar Pasha I enclose for your mformatlOn 
a copy of '!fly letter ;,-nd of Nubar Pasha'~ reply. 

You wlll observe that Nubar Pa~ha''l views are Identical With 
those entertamed by Chenf Pasha 

Very truly yours, 
E BARING 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

10, DOWning Street, 28 Feb, 1884 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Thanks for writIng to me I know nothmg whatever of the steps 
which the Egyptian Government have taken With regard to your
self, and I am certamly not aware that they were taken at the 
Instance of the English Government or of Its representative at Cairo 

I am afraid-and my fears are confirmed by what you say m 
your la~t letter-that you have considered the fact of your corre
spondIng With the PrIme MInister's Private Secretary on Egyptian 
II)atter~ as an encouragement, however mtentlOnally guarded the 
correspondence may have been on my side ThiS may lead to 
mlsunderstandmg, and I feel bound to consider not so much 
myself (for that matters lIttle) as my master Moreover It IS diffi
cult for me In wrltmg to show exactly how far I write on my own 
account-a dIfficulty which IS enhanced by the Imposslblhty of 
my devotIng the time and care necessary for correspondmg on 
Important subjects 

Havmg regard then to these conslderatlOns I thmk It my duty 
not to attempt to write about such subjects, and that It Will be 
better for you and me If we drop wrltmg to one another on publIc 
questlOns I daresay I am to blame In thiS matter, as It has always 
been an Interest and pleasure to me to hear your Views which you 
have the power of expressmg so well, and I have been tempted to 
egg you on I hope you wlll not mISunderstand what I have said 
I don't thmk I need have any fear on thiS account, for I am sure 
our friendship IS strong enough not to be affected by anythmg I 
may do from a sense of publIc and offiCial duty I have been 
awfully busy of late, bUSier than ever Whenever not wholly ab
sorbed m work, my thoughts have of late been mamly occupied 
by the long and very serious lllness of poor Pembroke I Wish 
I had time to send more news, but that IS not pOSSible 
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\ ; /'''/ f . I wi nzng Street 
L orresprnt· \' " i 1f n~ you he t. fror( th: Own sake, I ho e 

For the sake of
w 

)ur .~c. • '!J'o .f Into tEgyptlallGover~ 
you won't act m th' matt~'~f you, and rouble. I hope i 
ment U' such i way as to dcacy of m you will make due 
have said nothmg whIch wIL. ~Ours affeJ POSItion 
allowance for the dIfficulties li'11( by\ E Iwately, 

T • HAMILTON 

~T 

MR. HAMILTON TO MR. -rl'd"nl 
\ 4, 1884 

10, Downmg Street,\ 
My DEAR WILFRID, "'~d Lady 

Welcome back. I am truly glad to hear of you~rl'~' ... 
Anne's safe return. I shall hke of all thmgs to arrange an t;.. j 
meetmg, etc. Thanks for takmg my remarks m such good grace 

Yours affectionately, 
E W HAMILTON 

MR. BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON W E GLADSTONE, M.P 

Crabbet Park, Apn123, 1884. 
My DEAR SIR, 

A few days ago some gentlemen of the many mterested m the 
fate of General Gordon called on me to ask my advice as to the 
best means of extrtcatmg hIm from the Immment pertl 10 whIch 
he hes, and they suggested the formatIon of a band of volunteers 
whIch should endeavour to run the gauntlet of theIr beSiegers and 
ha\mg forced theIr way to Khartoum should brmg him back With 
them 10 safety by the same road. The Idea seemed to me a 
generous but wholly impracticable one, and I told them so, 
frankly addmg that much as I should wIsh to Jom m any reason
able attempt to save General Gordon's hfe, I could not with the 
prmclples I hold, be a party to an armed attempt agamst the 
Arabs whom I hold to be m the rIght as I hold General Gordon 
to be m the wrong I promised however that should anythmg 
m the shape of peaceful negotIatIOn be proposed I would Wlllmgly 
aid them to the full extent of my power 

Smce then I have most opportunely received mformatIon whIch 
leads me to feel certaIn that If properly approached not only could 
terms be obtaIned from the beSiegers of Khartoum which should 
mclude General Gordon's safe return WIth such of hiS compamons 
as mIght choose to accompany hIm, but that a general paCIficatIOn 
of the Upper Nile mIght at the same time and by the same means 
be effected In view therefore of the urgency of the situation (for 
belIeve me, Sir, It IS urgent), I deem It a duty to offer through 
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ou m ~ Idr. as \VI dl~tor m this rna 

y y services to H M.'s G<;>ve ecause It IS clear that n 
ter I { ... ay to H M Gover!"i ,.Jfectual m a/case where sue 
merely pnvate negotiatIOns,e6uti But I do not apprehend th 
large publIc mterests are mvol general pnnclples of pohcy a; 
any absolute departure frorr would be required m conductlr 
nounced by the Govern t th t na Ion. 

em 0 a successful tlfn part in the matter I will only add tha 
aIt:lth ;egard to mYould not be necessary for me to go myse 
to t~U~ IdbeheJ'nould be ready to do so If the Circumstances c 

th e ou ~a absolutely reqUIre It. 
e case sh· I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

Pnvate 10, Dowmng Street, Whitehall 

My DEAR WILFRID, 
24th Apnt, 1884 

Mr Gladstone IS oblIged for your letter. He must to-dd 
confine himself to saymg that he IS commumcatmg ItS contents t 
his colleagues in the Cabmet 

Yours, 
E W. HAMILTON 

Pnvate Same date 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

I add a pnvate lme Consldenng all that has gone before, I can 
help thmkmg you would do well to approach the Government b 
other means than those in Dowmng Street Could you not tak 
Harry Brand mto confidence With a view to your vlewmgs 61ft1O 
through him to Lord Hartmgton? 

My DEAR EDDY, 

Yours aJf 
E.W H 

MR BLUNT TO MR HAMILTON 

10, James Street, Buckingham Gate, 
Apnt 24, 1884. 7 o'clock pm 

If It was a matter concermng my own Wishes or one of sma, 
Importance I would wIllmgly consult Harry Brand, who would d< 
all he could I know to serve me. But this IS the most senous stej 
I have taken m my lIfe and one which mvolves consequences no 
to me only but to this country and to many besides, and I dar, 
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not treat It except ~.,. .. those lOlly respouslble. If Mr. Glad
stone cannot se~ Fh ~;".ow, per .:Lps he may be willing 1.'6 do so 
later I was m tb~ House this afternoon and listened attentively 
to hiS decll ratIOns, and I gathered from them that he has not yet 
closed the door to negotiations by any absolute deCISion of an 
Immediately warlike nature. S<,l tha. ::: will walt hiS t'me, confident 
that If I can be of use he wIll rolt scruple, on a pomt of formality 
m connection With past events, to give me timely notice Only I 
fear that perhaps the time given IUS all ml. be shorter than he 
thInks, for already according to my latest ac. ces the tnbes are 
gathering from every side In arms, and though JtIll think It not 
too late It may well be so soon I shall be In Lt. .• lon till Saturday 
when I go back to Crab bet but shall be always wlthm reach If 
required. 

Yours affectIOnately, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR. HORACE SEYMOUR £0 MR BLUNT 

10, Downmg Street, 30 Ap,,11884. 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

Mr. Gladstone deSIres me to thank you for your offer to act as 
mediator m the Soudan, of which, however, Her Majesty's Gov
ernment are not able to make use, Inasmuch as it must already be 
known' throughout that region that they, m common With the 
Government of Egypt, have no other deSire than to promote the 
evacuation of the country and the restoration of ItS liberties 

SIR, 

Believe me, yours truly, 
HORACE SEVMOUR. 

SIR P,HILIP CURRIE TO MR BLUNT 

Foreign Office, May 17, 1884. 

I am directed by Earl GranvIlle to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 1St instant m which you complam of the refusal 
of the Egyptian Government to allow you to land m Egypt on 
your return from India, which refusal was communicated to you 
through Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General at Cairo. 

I am to mform you that the deCISIOn not to permit you to viSit 
Egypt IS one With wruch Her Majesty's Government are not pre
pared to mterCere. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
PHILIP W. CURRIE. 



A ppe1tdix a '-
MR. HAMILTON TO MR. BloUNT 

Pnvate 10, Dowmng Street, 2;51 May 1884 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Rumours have reached me that you are about to found YOI 
complamt agamst the Government for bemg excluded frol 
Egypt partly on the ground of certam "mterVlews" which yo 
had with me last autumn 

I feel bound to notice these rumours by wrltmg you a line, bl 
I ~ay say at the outset, knowIng you as I do, that I wholly an 
entirely discredit them for more than one reason 

In the first place, I unfortunately saw so little of you before yo 
left England that I know we had no "mtervlews" With th 
solItary exceptIOn of your comIng to say good-bye to me, when 
recollect that our conversatIOn was lImited to WishIng you "bo 
voyage," addmg as I beheve I did that letters from you abroa 
would contmue to mterest me as they always had 

In the second place, I studIOusly aVOid ever attemptIng t 
quote Mr Gladstone's vlews-(and hiS views alone have welght)
which I have no title whatever to represent 

In the thud place, had I committed any IndiscretIOns-as t 
which my conscience IS absolutely clear-any use of them 1; 
yourself could only have one result, and that would be, to sho 
that I was qUite unfit for my present post of confidence. Of dOIn 
thiS I am sure you have not the smallest mtentlOn. 

You Will I know excuse my bothering you on thiS matter. A 
that I want IS the shortest authOrity from yourself to deny th 
truth of the rumours For thiS purpose only do I ask for such a 
assurance, and not for my own satisfactIon, because I am COl 
Vlnced that you would be the last person In the world to take l 

a disadvantage one of your oldest and smcerest fnends, who OCCI 
pies a place of great trust and delIcacy 

Yours affectionately, 
E. W. HAMILTON 

I hope If fortune favours me to see you agam soon 

MR BLUNT TO MR. HAMILTON 

Crabbet Park, May 22 1884 
My DEAR EDDY, 

I have no Wish to make a scandal of thiS or any other mattel 
unless absolutely forced mto It, and still less to do you an mJury 
and so I have deCided, before gOIng further, to lay the whole fact 
privately before Mr Gladstone He Will then be able to decld 
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Corresponcte"I-" 
( t 1. Downing Street 

whether I have or have 'b 1'1-

upon me to be '!frupulou~ ~ om ~ain. You may rely 
'·ween us but I have a; use to c P thing thAt passed • ' gerat10g any 

.~. the time, Imperfect xag d of the ClTcumstances 
--____ At! any doubt of the accur ran umufficlent to prove to me, 

versatlOn 10 Downing Street the but ~collectlon, that our con
abroad was by no means hmlted, fY r yOU there before I went 
bon voyage." I do not however saw ose to" wlsh10g me 
have all along asserted, namely t yo~ s~~Pupo~ this for what I 
Egypt on my way Eastwards. Unl w ~s encouraged to stop 10 
another person, whom you probao w s altogether deceived by 
that time deSIrous of a reasonable e wa Mr Gladstone was at 
NatlOnahsts, and I went to Egypt an oWior r~stonng the EXIled 
under thIs ImpressIOn. You WIll say th ,.lft on Baring dlst10ctly 
of a mystificatIon, but I find thIs very dllnc'lh. ~~'" the subject 
any rate the doubt should be cleared up I repeat, I have·,,}nd at 
to have It done 10 pubhc, If I can have It done 10 private -1 'sh 
not wish to make a scandal. I look upon Mr Gladstone as i? 
reahty a friend to most of my Ideas, and I would far rather not be 
driven mto a posItIon of antagonism to hIm. But the withdrawal 
of my rIght of protectIOn 10 Egypt IS a VIOlent proceedmg and one 
that I cannot accept wIthout protest. The notice was served on 
me formally, pubhcly and I may say brutally, and Lord GranvJlle 
has refused me even a reason ThIS IS not faIr, and my only re
source IS to force an answer through Parhament, when the whole 
matter will be SIfted. I have fortunately made It a rule to have no 
pohtlcal secrets as regards my own acts, and so am prepared to 
argue It out. But I qUIte understand that others are not 10 my 
free posItion, and, If you can assure me that Mr. Gladstone WIll 
gIve the matter hIS serIOUS prIvate attentIOn and not merely put 
me off with an offic\al reply I will write to him on the subject. 
With regard to my really gomg to Egypt I have no Wish 10 the 
present posItion of affairs to do so. I could do no good there 
pohucally nor could I even If I wished It make matters worse; 
and I am far from well and want rest and not a new campaign. 
But my right to protectIon IS a matter of princIple and I have cer
tam real, If not very large, matenal mterests 10 Egypt wruch I may 
at any tIme require to see to. Indeed Banng's actIOn 10 wlthdraw-
109 hIS protectIOn and preventmg my landmg has already cost me 
perhaps a couple of hundred pounds ThIS IS exactly how things 
stand, and I aWait your answer, before takmg further steps. 

Yours ever, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 



( 

Pnvate 
Mv DEAR WILFRID, 

Thanks for your letter 

A Ppe1t\J; 
MR. HAMILTON,' • BLUNT 

I 

Lt' 
10, fWDl 6 Street, 24.h lIfay 1884 

I am very sorry that your r\ ecollechon of what took place las 
autumn should be so enhrel)e' at vanance with my own recolle( 
tlOn of It But I cannot cor ~celve that any private conversatIol 
between frIen,d,s, whatever CdlmplexlOn you may put upon It, ca 
be construed IDto what you tall" a scandal" , and I recogDlze th 
kmdness of your .desire no\ to cause me bother 

Mr Gladstone never f:ytls to give his personal attentIOn to ever 
commUDlcatlOn m~,t ~o him, so I need hardly assure you tha 
a statement ~0~~'15 from you wlil be fully considered by him. 

I aIIif' very sorry to be the cause of addmg at all to you 
la9~'lrs, etc 

Yours as always, 
E.W H 

MR. BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON W. E GLADSTONE, M P 

Crabbet Park, May 31, 1884 
My DEAR SIR, 

The privilege you have, at vanous times dUrIng the last threl 
years, accorded me of addressmg you on public matters must b, 
my excuse If I now appeal to you on a matter mamly personal 
namely my recent exclUSIOn from Egypt on my return from India 
and the still more recent refusal of H M 's Government to affoT( 
me protection there invariably given to Bntlsh subjects The CIT 

cum stances of my case are brIefly as follows 
Towards the close of last sessIOn I received a VISit from a gen 

tleman well known to yourself but not otherWise connected WIt! 
political life or at all With Egypt, dUring which he urged upon m. 
the deSirability of my "making a new move" In Egyptian pohtlcs 
HIS Idea was that public opinIOn m England had sufficlentll 
changed durmg the prevIous twelve months for It to be possible 
to propose With some chance of success a restoratIOn of tht 
NatIOnal party before the BrItish troops were Withdrawn frorr 
Egypt, and he furthermore suggested that the matter might besi 
be brought forward If a popular demonstratIOn should occur or 
the occasion of the ElectIons under Lord Duffenn's Charter H~ 
thought that the leaders of the II beral party If such there still werf 
at Cruro might be advised to propose Arabi as their Candidate and, 
If hiS election were secured, that there would afterwards be nc 
difficulty m brmgIng about hiS recall from exile The Idea was a 
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new one to me, and I t h , that at first It seemed to me a qUite 
Impracticable 0ie, and 1 ;1J~~ot encourage It, especlally4.ts at the 
time I had abaudoned a • cty..;"edlate thoughts cf again taking an 
active part In Egyptian POlttlCS . It seemed to me that, Without the 
concurrence of H M.'s Government, It would only result In fatlure, 
and I knew how httle real ltberty of chOice the Electors would 
have and how certain would be the pUnishment Imposed upon the 
leaders In any such movement I nevertheless on this suggestIOn 
wrote to an Intelltgent fnend at Cairo, on whom I belteved I could 
rely, to Inform me what chance of success the plan would offer, 
and I received hiS answer towards the end of August. He Informed 
me that" though there was no party In favour of Arabi's return, It 
was because It was not thought of as pOSSible Many regretted him, 
but the punIshment inflicted on him and the spite wreaked on all 
who were mixed up With hiS revolution, which continued dally to 
be exercised, prevented anyone from attempting to follow hiS 
example. There was a big party which thought of him With regret, 
but until qUite lately my correspondent had hardly heard a word 
about hiS return at Cairo. Lord Dufferin's parlIament had always 
been a mere toy and a thing to laugh at by all who knew Egypt 
With the eXisting system of Palace and Mlnlstenal supremacy, 
where no man dared do rtght because he Instantly made himself a 
marked man, the Parltament would be a convenient tool for the 
Government. The bare Idea of Its showmg Independence under 
the eXIsting regime would be ndlculous At the same ttme If Arabi 
returned to Egypt, any constItuency would return him, unless 
pressure were put on the Electors If the elections were left alone, 
pressure would certainly be put on any constituency for which 
Arabi might present himself as CandIdate But, If EnglIshmen 
watched the ballot, he might get returned, although that con
stituency would most certainly be made to suffer In a hundred 
ways for ItS tementy. •. If the people thought that a new era 
was daWning and they might vote fearlessly, of course Arabi would 
be returned by any constituency In Egypt, but they had had a 
severe lesson and • a burnt chtld dreads the fire.' " 

ThiS letter, dated the 20th of August 1883, reached me If I am 
not mistaken on the 29th, and on the same day, I again called, 
by hiS inVitatIOn, on the gentleman already referred to, and he 
then told me that Since hiS last talk With me he had seen you and 
that he could now assure me that it was your personal Wish to find 
an excuse for restoring the eXiles, and he adVised me strongly to 
go to Cairo, where I should be well receIved by Sir Evelyn Baring 
and where I could talk the matter over With him. II Sir Evelyn 
Baring," he said, II Will arrIve In a few days at Catro and he had 
(arte blandu to begm a new polIcy In place of SIr Edward Malet's 

589 



AjJpeltctq< 

whIch had faIled" ThIs put the ~~, • Ba more hopeful lIght 
and I atv..ance determmed to stop m:SF ,t on my way to IndIa 
and, If I found SII Evelyn Jl~P 'lg In reaffly favourkble to the Idea 
to propose ArabJ's Election t", he LIberals of Cairo. Although 
WIll not say that the commumcatlOn was delIvered to me In term 
as a message from you, I certainly accepted It as m some sor 
such, and I find It dIfficult to belIeve that It was wholly unauthor 
Ised by you or at least that you were unaware that It would b, 
made Nor can I doubt that a restoration of the National Part' 
was a most natural and wIse resolve, for It was only by such . 
course that the promIsed evacuatIOn of Egypt could w.th an' 
prudence have been effected, or the Charter of EgyptIan libert' 
been made a reahty. 

I therefore began to prepare my plans of actIOn, as well as It \\ a 
pOSSIble to do so beforehand, and arranged to leave England OJ 

the 12th of September, for Suez, whence I could VISit CaIro an( 
learn how matters really lay and whether my stay there could wltl 
any advantage be prolonged 

Moreover 01- the day of my departure I received a note fron 
Mr HamIlton, your pnvate secretary, askIng to see me before 
left, and I went to call on hIm In Downmg Street and talked th 
matter of my VISIt to Egypt over WIth hIm I told hIm of my pial 
WIth regard to the CaIro ElectIOns, and he approved of It 0 

seemed to approve, and assured me of Sir Evelyn Baring's readl 
ness to confer WIth me, and we dIscussed certaIn detatls regardmi 
my VlSlt and he gave me adVIce on other polItical matter! 
Although Mr HamIlton and I are old fnends, I had not seen hm 
for some tIme prevIously to thIS VISIt and we dId not talk, as fa 
as I am aware, at all on pnvate matters, nor had I been tl 
Dowmng Street for nearly a year, and, notwIthstanding hiS reserv 
whIch I notIced as to yourself, I remained dIstinctly under th 
Impression that hIS language on the occasion was authonsed b 
you You had left England some days before for Norway, ani 
Mr HamIlton, If anyone, was there to represent you Thus I \\a 
and stIll am conVinced that my Journey was made With you 
sanctIOn, and that on that account I had specIal claIms on SI 
Evelyn Banng for hIS protectIon In case my VISIt should give TIS 
to annoyance 

As a matter of fact I only stayed ten days in Egypt, an, 
meddled In no way at Carro WIth the ElectIons I found thell 
half over when I arnved, and on calhng on SIr Evelyn Barm, 
found hIm WIth qUIte other vIews from what I had been lt>d tl 
expect He receIved me mdeed most amIably and discussed WIt] 
me the whole SItuatIOn, but when I talked of a NatlOnahs 
restoratIOn we no longer agreed I spoke my mind perhaps rathe 
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too freely td ) about h~,- which I felt certam must end, 
as It has ended m failure, but l have nothing else to teproach 
myself With m y commumcatlons with him, and beyond gIvmg 
some advice a d a very qualified encouragement to the fnends and 
relations of t EXiles as to their eventual return and ascertalmng 
some valuabl facts with regard to the history of the preVIous two 
years, 1 did lit I~ whJle there that had a ..,litlcal slgmficance It 
was therefore With real surpnse that I rec. ved Sir Evelyn's notice 
delivered officially and Without explanatlf excuse or remark four 
months later that I was not to dlsembar .... m Egypt on my return 
from India. 

This, Sir, IS the pnnClpal pOint m the case which I WQuld lay 
before you. A second IS that the deCISion to exclude me from Egypt 
seems to have been come to simultaneously With a determination 
to mfllct certain petty annoyances on me m regard to a small 
property I have m Egypt, annoyances \fhlch, reckoned only m 
money value, will represent a loss to me of perhaps a couple of 
hundred pounds It IS equally difficult to understand that these 
should have been entered on With or Without Sir Evelyn Banng's 
knowledge, WIth, because they are an act unworthy of a pubhc 
servant towards a political opponent, WIthout, because they occurred 
preCisely at the extreme plemtude of Sir Evelyn's power, when 
hardly a sparrow fell to the ground m Egypt Without hiS knowledge. 

A thud pomt IS the refusal of the F O. to asSIgn me any reason 
for declimng to support my demand of admiSSion as a Bntlsh 
Subject mto Egypt. Although I am adVised that the Egyptian 
Government has a techmcal rIght to refuse entrance mto Egypt, 
as far as I have been able to ascertain, It IS a rIght which has 
never before been enforced there against a BrItish Subject, and 
the Bntlsh Government have never before refused protection 
WIthout assIgning reason It seems to me therefore that It IS a 
public duty With me not to let thiS pass Without protest, for If It 
be admitted In my case that It depends upon the arbitrary good
Will and pleasure of the Foreign Minister of the day to deCide 
who among BrItish Subjects shall and shall not be protected 
abroad, It surely establishes a dangerous precedent, limiting 
CrIticism on foreign affairs to agreement With the Government I 
have ventured to disagree With Lord Granvllle on hiS policy m 
Egypt. lV1lhout aSSlgnmg reason he excludes me from Egypt, the 
mference seems clear that I am subjected to pams and penalties 
for my free speaking, a thing altogether out of accordance With 
English political practice Nor can I thmk that the Immedtate 
convenience of excluding me from Egypt, which I presume is the 
unavowed motive, can be worth so very new and questionable a 
departure. 
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Under all these CIrcumstances 1 am Induced to believe that i 

a per~orl'J.I appeal to you 1 shall Ibe best consultpIg the genCl 
Interests as well as my own. I have been advised that my rem<. I 
lIes with ParlIament and the publicity which should obhge t i 
Foreign Office to give me a fair answer, but 1 have no WI5h, 
the presence of such large public questions as are at the preSf:~ 
moment being debated with regard to Egypt, to bnng a person 
gnevance of my own In connection with that country unnece 
sanly before the public, and I feel sure that you Will admit th 
soundness of my reasomng, and wIll so far favour me as to plac 
before Lord Granville my unofficial request that he Will reconsldc 
his decIsIOn with regard to my recent appitcatlOn 

1 am, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

P S -I may add that should you feel any doubt as to th 
accuracy ot my recollect.: ... of the two conversatIOns here n 
corded, I possess reasonable proof of It 10 the shape of memO! 
andums written at the tIme. These 1 should be happy If yOI 
reqUIred them to show you pnvately 

[N B -Sir Evelyn Banng subsequently, 1891, assured me tha 
the annoyances complamed of 10 this letter 10 regard to my pre 
perty were none of hiS mstIgatlOn, and I accepted and accept hi 
assurance implICitly. 

My correspondent 10 Egypt quoted 10 the letter was Mr Arden 
Beaman, late official Interpreter to the Bntlsh Agency, and on 
well quahfied to gtve the opmlOn quoted The friend of MI 
Gladstone referred to was of course Sir James Knowles] 

MR BLUNT TO MR HAMILTON 

St James' Club, PIccadIlly, W, May 31, 1884 
DEAR EDDY, 

1 send yo~ my letter to Mr Gladstone, which 1 have "ery care 
JUlly drawn up, so as to be wlthm the lImit of things which I an 
qUIte sure of, and which I could, If necessary, support by reasoll 
able eVIdence WIth regard espeCially to my conversatIOn Wit I 
you, 1 have kept myself well wlthm the limit of things written 
am conVInced that the lIttle 1 quote wIll remind you of mud 
more that was said As to the malO fact of Mr Gladstone's havID, 
last year the thought of restormg the NatIOnalist party and c 
allOWing It to be helped through my mstrumentahty, the. more 
thmk It over the less I doubt It Please then forward my letter t, 
him Without delay, and let me have hiS answer before Parhamell 
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met" agaln~o that I may 11 t/' ;lter tIme, wluch In the 
pre& .... lt cntl I posltlon of affal1 ; .. mlng valuable T,am sure 
you cannot ayth". I have shew patIence. ! 

I \~IS affectlOnately,\ 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

MR HORACE SEYlIour 

10, D\ " 
I 

\ 
BLUNT 

". .• '0 June 1884. 
DEAR BLUNT, 

Mr Gladsto .r letter of e 
31st ult, and desIres me to say In reply that It IS, In lus 
OpinIOn, Imposslbl that any frIend of hIs could, WIthout the 
grossest error of Jud eItt, ,have gIven you any ground for the 
suppOSItIOns that he was favourable (a) to the restoratlon of the 
eXiles to Egypt, and the electIOn of ArabI under Lord Dufferln's 
scheme, or (6) to your stopping In Egypt on your way to IndIa 
for the purpose of promoting Arabi's candIdature 

WIth regard to your account of your IntervIew WIth HamIlton 
on the day you started for Egypt, Mr. Gladstone IS convinced that 
you entIrely mistook HamIlton 

WIthout, however, questioning In any way your IntentIOns or 
your honour, Mr Gladstone has deplored your proceedings In 
Egypt as ahke InJunous to EgyptIan and Bntlsh Interests, and he 
has entIrely concurred In the course wluch has been taken by the 
ForeIgn Office In reference to yourself 

I am, yours truly, 
HORACE SEYMOUR. 

MR BLUNT TO MR. SEYMOUR 

James Street, June II, 1884. 
DEAR SEYMOUR, 

I beg you to thank Mr Gladstone for me for the courteous 
form of hiS answer to my letter, and to say that I do not propose 
bringing the matter of my exclUSIon from Egypt before Parha
ment until after the present CrISIS. 

Yours truly,. 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

10, Dowmng Street, 5 Aug 1884. 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Thanks for your frIendly note I dId not, however, need to be 
assured that, so far as you were yourself concerned, any allUSIon 
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to our conversatIOn last ~"r.. I all"er had no un,tendly IOten 
towards (!De I am only sorry &.p.t our memOries hould not b( 
more m accord, but I can hone~tly say two thm's. One that m} 
askmg you to come and say good-bye was merely Ie Impulse 01 
a frIend who values the frIendship of another The>ther, that J 
have no recollectIOn whatever of any announce mer of your 10-

tentIOns m Egypt, and that the stnctly prIvate natur2f epr .. ~o.od
bye meetmg IS confirmed by my own dIary, and by my not havlI 
reported any part of It to Mr. Gladstone 

If I was mcautIOus, I shall try to amend my ways In future 
I am gomg off to Scotland almost ImmedIately, and whatev 

your movements may be, pray be assured that they wIll alwa 
carry With them the best WIshes of 

Yours affectIOnately, 
E W HAMILTON 

MR BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON W E. GLADSTONE, M P 

Crabbet, Nov!' 18, 1884 
My DEAR SIR, 

I venture once agam to address you on a matter of very laq 
Importance connected WIth past events m Egypt, and WhICh 
still exercIsmg a powerful mfluence for eVIl on the prospects , 
Government m that country and our own good name throughol 
the East ' 

You WIll not have forgotten the charges brought by LOI 
Randolph Churchill last year agamst the Khedive of comphcI, 
m organIzmg the rIots of Alexandna, or the opmIOn which I hal 
more than once expressed that they were well founded M 
ongmal knowledge of the matter came through my connectlO 
WIth ArabI's trIal, and when I found that 10 spIte of the promIse 
amnesty men were still bemg trIed and executed on accusatlOr 
connected WIth that affaIr I did not heSitate to put 10 Lord Rat 
dolph's hands the few facts then at my command At the sarr 
time I took no leadmg part myself m brmgmg the matter befol 
the pubhc Smce that time, however, a variety of aCCIdents ha\ 
put me mto possessIOn of a complete cham of new eVldenc, 
glv10g me the nght to speak at last WIth absolute certamty on a 
the great events of that time I am able now not only to trace til 
hIStOry of the AlexandrIan rIots With a sure hand, but to produc 
full eVidence of the Khedive's orders havmg been given for til 
riots of Tantah, Dumanhour, and other towns of the Delta 
month later Moreover (and thiS I conSider the most Importar 
feature of the case) I have ascertamed and am prepared to prov 
that there was a total mlscarnage of JustIce under the CommlSSIO 
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IOstituted to try c!\ .. s, \~onnected with these massacres after the 
war. The chief offende,s were not pumshed, 10 many tnstances 
mnocent men "~re put t'Qrward by the Khedive's officers to suffer 
for the gUilty, and 10 oth!!fs those condemned were not only 
IOnocent, but had taken an llctlve part 10 saVlng Chnstlan hfe 
In the case of Lord Randolph Churchill's mdlctment, the wntten 
statements It was objected were unsigned. But the witnesses I 
can now bnng forward are men of acknowledged character, and 
much of their eVldence was officially acquired, whde they are 
ready to appear 10 person either publicly or 10 pnvate 10 support 
,f th':lr assertlOns. 

Such bemg the case I feel thaL I cannot do better than lay the 
- 'facts pnvately before you, and request that you will personally 

exam me the value of my new eVldence I have as yet com
mumcated It to none of my politlcal fnends, and I can assure 
you that I had far rather keep It remote from public dispute It 
IS a question of Justice to be done and reparation made, for there 
are mnocent men still 10 pnson, and the families of others who 
have suffered death are 10 distress, and It IS you alone who can 
adequately repair the wrong or restore the honour of English 
Justice where It has been compromised. 

At the same time I am aware of the many calls upon your 
time, and should you consent to an 10qUIry I should be satlsfied 
If you would allow yourself to be represented by deputy 10 all the 
detads, beggmg you only to retam the responslbdity 10 your own 
hands, and not to refer me to the Foreign Office, which has been 
throughout deaf to my representatlOns, also as It IS a questlon of 
eVidence and Witnesses I would suggest that persons of JudiCial 
trammg would best discharge the duty of representmg you 10 an 
mqUIry. I should ask no better than that the case should be 
referred for deCISion to or<l1Oary English Judges 

Havmg SaId thiS, I need hardly add that I am myself abso
lutely certam of all the malO facts of which I propose to produce 
eVidence, as certam as I am of any 10 history, nor need I assure 
you that I have a perfect confidence that when you too shall have 
been convmced of the deceptlons practlsed upon our agents In 

Egypt, you Will hasten to de justice. It IS not too much to affirm 
that thIS 10ltlal failure of Justice after the war has been the cause 
of all subsequent fadures, and that there IS little prospect of 
renewmg honest bfe 10 Egypt through our 1OterventlOn as long as 
so great and notonous a treachery remaIns unpunished. 

I am, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 
WILFRID SCAWI!.N BLUNT. 

595 



A pp'b.-fjx ~ t: 
MR HAMILTON TO MR BLUNl \ 

a 'lTov 88 
• 10, DOWning ~treet, 2Vf ~ld I 4 

My DEAR WILFRID, I I l.,.s f 
Your note was most welcome as It gave me tldlnW? f: 0 YOt 

whereabouts, as to which m spite of many mquIrles of. Ittends 
could ascertam nothmg I send this half line m antlclpua bIt; ( 
any reply Mr Gladstone may send you when he has been Jll .• ~ L~ 
read your letter-whIch was not feasIble for hIm to do to-day 

You don't say where you have been, betaking yourself, but I 
hope we may soon meet 

Yours affectionately, 
EWH 

MR gORACE SEYMOUR TO MR BLUNT 

10, DOWning Street, 25 November, 1884 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

Mr Gladstone deSIres me to say m reply to your letter of the 
18th of thIS month, that under your mhlbltIon to communicate 
WIth the ForeIgn Office, he cannot do mo~e than acknowledge Its 
receIpt 

Yours faIthfully, 
HORACE SEYMOUR 

MR BLUNT TO MR. GLADSTONE 

(Prim) London, Marck 12, 1885 
A letter saying that smce the faU of Khartoum he has put 

hImself once more m correspondence WIth those m Europe who 
are m correspondence WIth the MahdI, WIth the result that he has 
ascertamed that the road to peaceful negotiatIon IS open He IS 
authoTlzed by them to say that a prehmlnary dISCUSSIon mIght be 
opened In Egypt, but not through the ordinary dIplomatic or 
mlhtary channels-the baSIS of negotIatIOn to be I. Release of 
captIves 2 ImmUnity for the tnbes mvolved m the war 3 Re
tIrement of Bntlsh or Egyptian forces to Wady Haifa and Souakln 
4 EvacuatIOn of Souakm and Massowah In favour of the Sultan 
5 RecognitIOn of the Mahdi as sovereIgn wlthm these limIts 
6 Estabhshment of dIplomatic relatIOns WIth England 7 Free
dom of commercIal mtercourse 8 POSSIbly a conventIOn limIting 
the Slave Trade He IS further authorIZed, m order to save further 
bloodshed, to offer the serVIces of an Arab gentleman to conve) 
an ImmedIate message explaining the attlliude of the English 
Government towards the Soudan 
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MR. HAMIL ~ON TO MR BLUNT 

\. _Confidentzal 10 Downing Street, March 14, 1885 
"lV[y DEAR WILFRID, 

Mr Gladstone IS oblIged to you for your letter, which he wishes 
me to acknowledge on his bel alf. 

You Imply that the Mahdl ould not deal With Lord Wolseley 
and Sir E Baring, our accred ted representatives In Egypt But 
why then does not the Mahdl send either some representative of 
his own with his views ready te be presented to the Government 
here, or some commUnication 0 those Views, which might come 
to head-quarters at once? One m almost say that anything short 
of thiS IS paltenng with the case. 

\fours always, 
E W HAMILTON 

MR BL~1 T TO MR. H~ 
(Prt!cts) London, March 16, 1885 
Explains the dJl'liculty In the way of a representative being sent, 

the road not being open and the Mahdl being unaware whether 
hiS representative would be well received. Suggests sending an 
Arab gentleman under a safe conduct to Khartoum Will Mr 
Gladstone be dlspped to facIlitate the Journey of such a gentle
man, giVing him a suffiCient knowledge of the dispOSition and 
Ideas of the British Government to enable him to arrange a formal 
embassy on the part of the Mahdl? 

MR. HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

PrIvate. 10, Downing Street, March 19, 1885. 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Many thanks for your note It dJd not occur to me to connect 
Drummond Wolff's QuestIOn With your letters It IS not my fault 
that you have not had a further letter from me on the subject of 
your last commUnicatIOn. All I can for the moment say IS that 
It IS the subject of consideratIOn. I am aware of what you con
Sider the urgency of the matter to be 

Yours affectionately, 
EWH 

MR. HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

Conjidenhal. 21 March, 1885. 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

'Your letter to me of the 16th has been taken Into considera
tIOn I am to remind you that Lord W olseley has been Instructed 
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to forward any overtures whIch maY~be made by the Mahdl, 
the ImmedIate consIderatIOn of the iovernmt!nt If It IS thou. 

• I 
that the Mahdl IS not aware of thesle InstructIOns, It mIght p 
slbly be arranged that the Arab g~ ntleman should convey 
InformatIOn through the BrItIsh hne;'. But the Government WOI 
reqUIre to be satIsfied as to thel gentleman's character 3 

IntentIOns 
~ 

Yourjs always, 
~ E. W HAMil TON 

MR BLUNT TO 'i\'iR GLADSTONE 

(PreCIS) Mardi 24, 1885 

ThankIng for message rr_celved through Mr HamIlton, whl 
however,~ IS not $ufficlentlr,. defimte to be acted on, but holds h 
self Xn readineli~ to 1,l1;e any further explanatIOns, and suggc 
dOv'lg It by word of mouth. 

MR HAMILTON TO MR BLUNT 

Confidential 10, DownIng Street, March 28, 1885 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Mr Gladstone cannot perceIve that the last letter I wrote 
you by hIS dIrectIOn was really Indefimte It practIcally conve~ 
to you an IntImation that, If the Government could be assu 
of the Arab gentleman's character and Intentions, a pass. 
through the BrItIsh hnes mIght be arranged for hIm Mr Gl 
stone IS afraId that he cannot suggest any other mode of 1= 

ceedmg 
Yours always, 

E. W HAMILTON 

MR HAMILTON TO MR BLUNT 

Pnvate 10, Downmg Street, March 28, 1885 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

I am sorry I cannot say more, but I must adhere to mst! 
tlOns 

Yours affectIOnately, 
E W.H 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

10, Dowmng Street, March 30, 1885 
My DEAR \VILFRID, 

Mr Gladstone went out of town on Saturday OIght, and accc 
mg to present arrangements he WIll not return to London bel 
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the 9th of Apnl. Under these clrcu~fo<zces I am afraId any 
mterVlew IS out jJf all question -
, All I can do Tor the moment IS to com~ UnIcate on the subject 
of your letter receIved thIs morDlng WIth Lord Hartmgton, who IS 
not only Mr. Gladstone's locum tenens, but who IS now more 
directly concerned as War MInIster than any other member of the 
CabInet In matters affectIng the Soudan 

Yours affectIOnately, 
E W.H 

MR. BLUNT TO MR HAMILTON 

Marek 30 
Saymg It would not be worth whIle sendmg a speCial messenger 

to say that Lord Wolseley would forward commUnIcatIOns What 
IS reqUired IS an explanatIon of what tp~ terms mIght be If a mIs
sIon was sent WhIle Mr Gladstone says there IS no mtentlon of 
restorIng Egyptian rl,le m the Soudan, W olseley IS appomtIng 
PrInce Hassan Governor-General, Graham IS poundmg the 
" rebels" at SouakIn, and Banng IS arrestmg Zebehr at CaIro 
Mr. Blunt IS gomg abroad and wIll see those 10 commumcatlOn 
wIth the Mahdl, and wIll ascertam theIr further vIews 

MR HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

ConfidentIal. 

My DEAR WILFRID, 

10, Dowmng Street, WhItehall, 
Apnl2nd, 1885 

All that I am at lIberty further to say to you, before you go 
abroad, IS to remmd you that H.M Government ha\e agam and 
agaIn declared their objects to be the securIty of Egypt and the 
freedom of the Soudan, and to POInt out to you that the Mahdl 
has mdlcated to them nothIng whatever. If It IS thought that the 
objects of the BrItish Government are not known to the Mahdl, 
why cannot steps be taken to commUnIcate them to him? If they 
are known to hIm, surely It IS for him then to make some declara-
tIOn upon them 10 return? . 

Yours always, 
E. W HAMILTON. 

Bon voyage and au revoir. 

MR. BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON. W E. GLADSTONE, M.P 

Pans, A/nI8, 1885. 
My DEAR SIR, 

Yesterday the Mahdl's prIncipal agent 10 Europe met me here, 
and I went through the \\ hole subject of our recent correspond-
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ence carefully with him; and especially the draft of terms sug
gested uf"my first commUnICatIOn, and read to him Mr Hamilton's 
last letter contamIng the declaratIOn that the Government pohcy 
IS that of freedom for the Soudan and security for Egypt Of the 
draft of terms I am glad to say he fully approves, as a possible 
basl~ of negotiation with the Mahdl, and he IS willing to accept 
the declaration ot pohcy as generally compatible with that basIs. 
Also he IS prepared to send the Arab gentleman as bearer of a 
commUnICatIOn statIng that England's pohcy IS one of "freedom 
for the Soudan and secunty for Egypt," and he assures me that 
the Mahdl wIll In turn despatch a mission of peace to England, 
which may be expected to arnve not later than September The 
Arab gentleman will, moreover, If the Government IS wIllmg, 
arrange In the Interval for an armIstice, for the better treatment of 
captives, and for ImmunIty for such tnbes as may have Jomed the 
Enghsh arms 

The Mahd!'s agent also begged me to say that he trusted the 
Government would not be deceived by the reports recently circu
lated of defectIOn from the Mahdl's standard, and so delay 
despatchIng the messenger to Khartoum. There was no truth at 
all In these reports, but on the contrary, there was every certamty 
that as soon as .the agncultural season was over on the Upper 
NIle, hostilIties would be resumed, nor would these permanently 
cease as long as a Bntlsh or Egyptian army remamed 10 the 
Soudan With regard, however, to an advance upon Egypt proper, 
he made the remark that the Mahdl was a reformer, not a con
queror, that he had no quarrel with the Egyptians either there or 
elsewhere, many thousands of them be 109 actually gathered under 
hiS flag, and that the establIshment of a Just and legal Eg}ptlan 
Government at Cairo would at once end any danger of such an 
advance by depnvIng It of excuse In popular sympathy The 
Mahdl was popular with the fellahIn of Egypt, because he had 
nd theIr brethren, the Soudan ese, of an Intolerable tyranny, and 
they would contl1;lUe to look on him as a possible delIverer as 
long as theIr wrongs remamed unredressed If through the means 
now placed at the Government's disposal a truce of two or three 
years was concluded, England would have time to do Justice, and 
It would be her fault If at the end of It the war was renewed The 
Mahdl had no miSSion of conquest In Egypt 

Finally he requested me to explam that MinisterIal declaratIOns 
made In England are not understood In the Soudan, and that 
there IS a great mistrust of all mlhtary commUnIcatIOns If the 
Mahdl had understood General Gordon as haVing a really fnendly 
miSSion towards the Soudanese he would certaInly have entered 
Into fnendly commUnIcations With him But, up to the present 
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moment, it has been the umversal belIef In the Soudan that Eng
land has no other object tll ... 1 to conquer and retain thlfcountry 
For thiS reason tit IS essential that the commumcatlOn of a con
trary polIcy should be made through some one known to them 
and promising credit with the people 

From all I heard yesterday I am satisfied that It depends wholly 
now upon the Government to prolong the Mahdl's hostlhty, or 
change It mto friendship, and I therefore await with much hope 
your answer to thiS letter. 

BelIeve me, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR HAMILTON TO MR BLUNT 

ConfidentIal. 10, Downing Street, Apnl II, 1885. 
Mv DEAR WILFRID, 

Mr. Gladstone IS obliged for your letter, written from Paris on 
the 8th, which I duly delIvered to him 

He does not well see how he can add anything material to the 
.etter which I wrote to you. on the 2nd, and of which he himself 
was cogmsant, though he was away from London In that letter 
there were reiterated the declared objects of the British Govern
ment In the Soudan, objects which they are as deSirous as ever of 
securing, and which hardly need to be enlarged upon 

Let me add a word on my own account I cannot help thinking 
you must understand the delicacy and difficulty which the 
Government must feel about holding commumcatlons with you, 
on matters relating to Egypt, directly or indirectly, when It IS 
believed that you mistrust and are opposed to the Ruler of that 
country whom they are bound and lIkeWise mtend to support 

Yours always, 
E. W. HAMILTON 

MR. BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON W E. GLADSTONE, M.P 

10, James Street, Apnl 14, 1885. 
Mv DEAR SIR, 

I returned yesterday from Pans, and hasten to answer your 
last letter The Mahdl's agent IS ready now to send the messenger 
whenever It SUits you to give him the necessary faCllItles. But 
he has Impressed very strongly and repeatedly upon me the 
necessity there IS of hiS haVing a wnllm message In' ArabiC to 
delIver. ThiS need not go beyond the sense of the words Mr. 
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HamIlton has already used In WrItmg to me, but It must b61g
a form 'ihtelhglble to the Mahdl and others whom It conceri,.'l 
WIthout thIS, he says, It will be ImpossIble to corlvmce the Mahdl 
that the message IS qUIte smcere on the Government's part, or 
at any rate that hIs followers should be so convmced My know
ledge of Arab Ideas leads me to feel sure that m thIs he IS only 
reasonable, nor do I conceIve that the Government, whIch has 
already sent wntten communicatIOns through theIr Generals to 
Osman Dlgna and other chIefs, would now find a difficulty In 

wntmg thIs message to their supreme chIef Mohammed Ahmed It 
wIll not be necessary that the title" el Mahdl "should be employed 
towards hIm m the letter, and I could, If deSIred, suggest a form 
of address whIch would be consIdered fnendly wIthout acknow
ledgmg thIs specIal pretensIOn The strictest secrecy would be 
mamtamed by the messenger until hIS delivery of the letter at the 
Mahdl's camp 

Thus the suggestIOn made m Mr HamIlton's first letter to me, 
that the Mahdl should send a mISSIOn to England, can be con
veyed to hIm In a way he WIll understand as bemg smcertly 
offered, and all that need further be done will be to Instruct the 
mlhtaryauthontles to receIve wIth scrupulous courtesy the Envoys 
on their arnval at the Bntlsh hnes 

I am, my dear SIr, yours very faIthfully, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR BLUNT TO MR HAMILTON 

St James Street, Aprzl IS, 1885 
My DEAR EDDY, 

I have rephed to the first part of your letter m the enclosed to 
Mr Gladstone, and I add a few words m answer to your own 
remarks, as I should be sorry there should be addItIOnal dIffi
culty through mlsunderstandmg For reasons whIch you know, 
and for others whIch you do not know, I have of course, as you 
say, "mIstrust" of the KhedIve, but the extent of my "opposItIOn" 
to hIm you probably exaggerate. I have had very httle cor
respondence WIth Egypt smce my last VISIt there under cIrcum
stances whIch you WIll remember, and the failure of Banng's 
pohcy smce has been due to Its mherent weakness far more than 
to the actIOn of hIS opponents, certamly than to mme I beheve 
still what I have always believed, that there IS no course open to 
the Government, If It would keep Its pledges and have peace m 
Egypt, but to restore the NatIOnal party, and, If that IS ImpossIble, 
then annexation by Europe, If not by England, IS the only end 
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me Nfik has seemed to me up to tpe present to stand in the way of 
1~ .. ch a possible arrangement, and on this ground especla»y I have 
from time to tJIle opposed him, but, If It could be shown to me 
that the peace and hapPIness of Egypt was compatible with Ius 
rule, I should not surely out of obstmacy refuse to be reconciled. 

The questIOns, however, of the Soudan and Egypt may for the 
Immediate present perfectly well be kept apart, and I see no 
reason why the Government should hesitate to commumcate with 
me on the former If not on the latter. They have publIcly de
clared the Soudan to be Independent of Egypt, and Mr Gladstone 
has recently assured me through you that he earnestly desires to 
maIntaIn Its freedom. 

Yours affeCtionately, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

MR. HAMII.TON TO MR BLUNT 

ConfidentIal 10, Dowmng Street, APril 16, 1885 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Mr. Gladstone IS afraid that he cannot draw a distInctIOn for 
present purposes between Egypt and the Soudan, and so I am 
obliged agaIn to pomt out the difficulty of his holdIng com
mum catIOns With yourself on the subject of your correspondence 
With him. 

It IS to be observed that H.M. Government has received no 
applicatIOn from any agent of the Mahdl to be allowed a pass 
through the BrItish hnes to enable him to dehver a message. I 
cannot say With what response such an applicatIOn might meet 

Yours always, 
E W. HAMILTON. 

MR: HAMILTON TO MR. BLUNT 

Pnvate 10, DownIng Street, 25 April, 1885. 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

My last note was not Intended to mVIte further remarks. It 
aimed rather at hmtmg that under altered CIrcumstances the 
correspondence should close. I am afraid this must be the case. 
I ha\e no authOrIty to commumcate further With you on the matter. 

Yours always, 
E. W H. 
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MR HAMILTON; TO MR BLUNT • 

My DEAR WILFRID, 
10, Dowmng Street, 11 .May, 1885 

Mr Gladstone IS much pleased by your kmd gift The little 
volume will much mterest him, and he hopes you will accept his 
best thanks He sal's It will be a pleasure to him to turn from the 
Soudan to Proteus 

Yours affectIOnately, 
E W. HAMILTON 

MR. HAMILTON TO MR BLUNT 

10, Dowmng Street, Whitehall, II .June 1885 
My DEAR WILFRID, 

Many thanks for your kmd note I hope we have never met 
but as friends, and that the only difference which pendmg changes 
Will make will be that I may see more of you 10 relatIOns of 
" greater freedom and less responslblhty" I am afraid for some 
little hme to come I shall be awfully pressed by the ordeal of 
packmg I have to turn out not only of office, but of home. 

In haste 
Yours affectIOnately, 

EWH 

MR BLUNT TO THE RIGHT HON ROBERT BOURKE, M P 

10, James St ,.July 3, 1885 
My DEAR BOURKE, 

As you are doubtless considering the Soudan questIOn Just now 
at the F 0 I thmk It may be of assistance to you to know briefly 
what has passed between me and the late Government m regard 
to possible negoclatlOn With the Mahdl 

It began m April, 1884, when I wrote to Mr. Gladstone m con· 
nectlOn With schemes then on foot for rescumg Gordon, and offering 
my services as mediator Mr. Gladstone seems himself to have 
had some mclmatlOn to accept, but on reference to the rest of the 
Cabmet my offer was declmed. 

Secondly I made an attempt m December, through one of the 
Peace SOCieties, to gam a hearing I had ascertamed that the 
Mahdl would be acceSSible to offers of Withdrawal (or Gordon and 
the garrison from Khartoum, and I went to Hawarden with the 
hope of seemg Mr Gladstone and explammg the pOSitIOn to him 
But I was not received 

Thirdly, after the fall of Khartoum, I agam wrote to Mr 
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Gladstone dehvenng a message I had received from a rehglo
political personage In correspondence with the Mahdlll'roposmg 
to open nego~atlOns for peace or truce It was Just before 
Graham's second campaign In March, and thiS time Mr Glad
stone responded, and a correspondence followed which led to my 
bemg authorised to give certain messages to the personage In 

questIOn, and I went abroad at Easter to dehver them It was then 
proposed to send a messenger through the Bntlsh Lmes to explain 
the pacific views of the Government, and arrange for the opemng 
of more formal negoclatlOns, and It seemed as If the matter would be 
arranged, when for some reason which I do not exactly know the thmg 
collapsed. I fancy It was on account of the news spread Just at that 
time of a rival Mahdi havmg sprung up In Kordofan and the Idea 
that Mohammed Ahmed was no longer In full power at Khartoum, 
but I am not sure In any case the correspondence suddenly came 
to an end. 

Although all thiS was more or less confidential as between my
~elf and Dowmng StrE'et, there IS no reason I thmk now that I should 
make any mystery about It to you, especla\1y as It would probably 
be open still to Lord Salisbury If he liked to take the negoclatlon 
up at the pomt where Mr Gladstone dropped It-and I should be 
glad If you would show thiS letter to Lord Salisbury and offer him the 
confidential perusal of the papers I have relatmg to It I Will not 
say more at present than that I still thmk It would be possible as 
It would certainly be most deSirable to come to terms with the 
Mahdl 

Yours very truly, 
WILFRID SeA WEN BLUNT 

[N B -I cannot find any answer to thiS letter, nor do I re
member Its purport. It led to nothmg, the MahdJ's death bemg 
shortly after announced But for thiS It IS probable that Lord 
Salisbury would have negotiated.] 

MR. BLUNT TO THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY 

September, 1885 
My LORD, 

I have the honour to lay before your Lordship the fact that I 
have receIVed a summons through the Lords of H. M. Treasury 
to present myself b~fore the Tribunal of First Instance at CaIro 
on the 19th of October next on a matter connected With a pro
perty I hold In Egypt, and to beg your Lordship to mform me 
whether I shall receive there the protection usually accorded to 
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Bntlsh subjects I make this request In consequi!nce of a notIfi
cation served on me two years ago by Sir Evelyn Banng with 
Earl Granville's approval to the effect that I shor.Id not then be 
allowed to land at Suez on my passage from India 

For further particulars regardIng the case of my exclUSIOn from 
Egypt by the late Government I beg to refer your Lord~hlp to 
Blue Book, Egypt, No 27, of 1884, contaInIng my correspondence 
with the Foreign Office, to the report of a debate In the Hou~e 
of Commons of the 4th August of the same year, and to the en
closed memorandum 

Your Lordship wIll observe that Sir Evelyn Banng's actIOn 
agaInst me seems to have been based ongmally upon a misstate
ment of Shenf Pasha regardIng a VISit paid to Egypt In 1883, and 
afterwards to a fear entertaIned by the late Government that my 
Influence there would be prejudiCial to their pohcy But I ven
ture to hope that your Lordship wIll not regard me- With the same 
apprehenSIOn, and that, haVIng InqUIred Into the facts, you Will 
restore to me the protectIOn generally accorded to Bntlsh subjects 
abroad I may mentIOn that my prolonged absence from Egypt 
has occasIOned and IS occasIOnIng me conSiderable money losses 

I am, my Lord, your obedient humble servant, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY TO MR BLUNT 

Foreign Office, Oct 5, '85 
My DEAR MR BLUNT, 

We have applIed to the Egyptian Government to obtaIn per
mission for you to return-but we hale received the most deCided 
negative Of course It IS in our power to apply pressure to the 
Egyptian Government But If we do so, we shall make ourselves 
responsible for the consequences It IS therefore a matter of duty 
to us, first to ask you, whether you Will undertake not to meddle 
In any sense WIth polItical questIOns or projects whIle you are 
there? If you wIll give us thiS undertakIng we Will telegraph to 
Egerton to do hiS best 

Yours very truly, 
SALISBURY 

MR BLUNT TO THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY 

10, James St, Oct 6, 1885 
My DEAR LORD SALISBURY, 

I most readIly undertake not to meddle WIth pohtlcal questIOns 
or projects whIle In Egypt, my object In gOIng there beIng first to 
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look after my property and secondly to assert the rIght I 
possess as an EnglIshman of claImIng the protectliJl of my 
Government w~lle travelhng abroad. 

Nor do I wIsh, If It can be arranged that the case I am CIted to 
appear on can be postponed so long as tIll December or January, 
to compltcate SIr Henry Drummond Wolff's dIplomacy by appear
Ing at CaIro dUllng hIS speCIal mIssIon I qUIte understand that 
my arrIvIng there WIth him on whatever errand mIght cause em
barrassment. But, If I do not now InSIst upon my nght, I run the 
rISk of beIng perpetually excluded from a country where I have 
property and where I may one day deSIre to reSIde. 

I therefore hope that you WIll InSISt With the Egyptian Govern
ment on the necessIty of permIttIng my VISIt unmolested 

Yours very truly, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 

THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY TO MR BLUNT 

DEAR MR BLUNT, 
Chalet CecIl, September loth, '85 

I am much obliged to you for your letter Weare In com
mUnicatIOn With Egypt upon the subject matter of It I have no 
WIsh to cause you any Inconvenience, and I hope It wIll be possIble 
for us to accede to your WIshes SUPPOSIng, however, that we can 
do so, it WIll be necessary to Interpose some delay In the manner 
you suggest, because I am afraId that your appearance and that of 
SIr Drummond Wolff at the same moment In Egypt mIght lead to 
unauthollsed and wholly exaggerated rumours upon questIons of 
future poltcy. 

Yours very truly, 
SALISBURY 

THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY TO MR. BLUNT 

ForeIgn Office, October 10, '85 
DEAR MR. BLUNT, 

I dId not get your note ttll my return from Newport I tele
graphed ImmedIately and have received to-night the answer that 
the KhedIve, as a matter of deference to H M. G IS wIllIng to 
permIt you to come to Egypt, freely for the purpose of lookIng 
after your pllvate affaIrs The permIssIon IS eVIdently given With 
much apprehenSIOn. I need only add that now my honour as well 
as yours are Involved In your abstaInIng from any pohtlcal acnon 
-but that I feel assured we may confidently count upon. 

BelIeve me, yours very truly, 
SALISBURY 
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AUTHOR'S CORRESPONDENCE WITH LORD 
RANDOLPH CHURCHILL 

GasteIn, August 3, 1883 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

Many thanks for your letter, also for the Cairo papers which 
amused me I am sorry to tell you I have not received your book, 
"The Future of Islam" I hope It will reach me as I have every 
opportunity of reading so interesting a work with the care and 
attentIon which It deserves Have you done anything yet about 
getting Into Parliament Northcote has come to awful gnef over 
the Canal which has been much more fatal to him than to Glad
stone I hope Gorst and Wolff Will make long and damaging 
speeches against the Khedive on Baring's vote, Mind you egg 
them on This IS a hOrrid dull place and we are badly lodged I 
wish I had done with It 

Yrs most sincerely, 
RANDOLPH S CHURCHILL 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, M P , TO MR BLUNT 

GasteIn, August 14, 1883 
My Dk.AR BLUNT, 

I have to thank you for your two very interesting letters and 
enclosures I cannot see my way to dOing anything myself In the 
matter, for I am too far off to commUnicate effectually with you 
and secondly It IS a Sine qua non of these baths that one should 
do absolutely nothing I hope you Will write to the Times Just to 
keep the thing alive, and In the Winter by one or two speeches In 

the country I shall try to rub It all In The awkward fact remainS 
that the Government has made no answer to my indictment and 
In all probabIlity cannot make one You appear to have gIven up 
your mtentIOn of gOing to Ceylon to see ArabI which I am sorry for 
ThiS a desperately dull place and time hangs heavIly The Baths 
are lowering I think and one feels qUIte Indisposed for any exertIOn 
I shall hope to be back In London by the 2nd week In September 
in case you should stIll be there We leave thiS on the 29th. 

Yrs most sincerely, 
RANDOLPH S C 

PSI have to thank you for your mo~t InterestIng book which 
reached me safely When IS NInet's book comIng out? 
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LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, M.P , TO MR. BLUNT 

My DEAR BLUNT, 
Innspruck, (end of) Auguft 1883' 

I arnved here thIS mornmg from !schl and found your letter for 
whIch many thanks. I have read your poem WIth pleasure and I 
need not say WIth perfect sympathy Pubhsh It Poetry often 
makes converts where prose falls I have no doubt that you are a 
Cassandra and that we shall pay dearly for our freaks In Egypt. 
But It IS a despamng task to try and right the wrong. But I mean 
to do what I can In my httle way when the proper season for extra 
Parhamentary utterances may arnve I have a hOrrId Idea that the 
advent of the opposItIOn to office mIght be worse for Egypt than 
any conceIvable eventuahty. I Imagme from your last letter that 
you are stIll deCIded on your Journey to IndIa, and I Wish you a 
safe and speedy return 

The Idea of havmg ArabI elected to the new Senate IS mgemous; 
but to be effective he should be elected In many dIstricts Other
wise It might turn to rIdtcule 

Beheve me Yours most faIthfully, 
RANDOLPH S CHURCHILL 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, M P , TO MR BLUNT 

Mv DEAR BLUNT, 
Blenheim Palace, Dec 26, 1883 

I have to thank you for three long and hIghly Interesting letters 
I have not WrItten before because I really did not know whether 
letters had much chance of reachmg you However If I do not 
write you Will thmk I do not value your letters which would be a 
great error on your part I have not much to tell you. I hope by 
the time you get thIS that you Will have seen the speech I made at 
Edtnbro' on Egypt whIch IS fully reported In the Times of the 19th. 
I cannot tell you what effect It produced as you would thmk me 
very conceited. All I can say IS that I am more than satisfied. 
Tewfik's posItIOn grows more hopeless every day There IS no 
Government In Egypt at all. I thmk we shall be able to make It 
very hot for the G O. M when Parhament meets. Your poem 
was very highly praised In the reviews. Gorst IS In Indta at Hydera
bad on legal busmess of the NlZ3.m. Please remember me most 
kmdly to Lady Anne and accept for her and yourself from me the 
warmest WIshes of the season Do not delay }our return too long. 
We must have stIrring tImes In the sprmg 

Yours ever, 
RANDOLPH S CHURCHILL. 



Appelldzx D 

WRITT¥ .By MR BLUNT AND APPROVED BY LORD RANDOLPH 
CHURCHILL 

"AM I A TORY DEMOCRAT?" 

May 1885 
With regard to EnglIsh Home PolItics I am prepared to support 

the Conservative party That IS to say, I deSire no change 10 the 
eXlst10g ConstitutIOn or 10 the relatIOns between Church and 
State I am opposed to merely secular EducatIOn I am a strong 
supporter of the House of Lords On the land question I should 
lIke to see any measure 1Otroduced which should make the acquIsI
tion of land easier for the man of the people, behev10g this \\-ould 
be a popular, and 10 the truest sense, a Conservative measure I 
consider, however, that the pnnclples of lIberty and property are 
closely connected, and I am altogether opposed to the Radical 
views of State ownership 10 land 

I am 1Ocl1Oed to favour the Idea of special commercial advan
tages be10g given to the BritIsh Colomes and India, and I am 
anxIOus to see the umon between the Colomes and the Empire 
preserved 

In India I am for large reforms In the directIOn of self-govern
ment, belIev10g these to be absolutely necessary on financial and 
political grounds If IndIa IS to remam loyal 

So, too, In Ireland I am 10 favour of Home Rule I con~Ider It 
urgent to accept the principle of NatlOnahsm, both for Ireland's 
sake and for England's My motto would be "Ireland for the 
Insh and England for the Enghsh" The plan has succeeded 10 
Hungary and GalIcia In reconcIl1Og the Hungarians and Poles to 
the Austnan Crown Why not, therefore, In Ireland? 

Foreign polItics are my strongest ground With regard to these 
I am qUite clear In my op1OlOn that ',nat IS reqUIred for England 
IS a return to plam dealIng and respect for mternatlOnal law 
These have been grossly outraged durmg the last four years by 
Mr. Gladstone's Government, and It ; we With our comphcated 
commerCial Interests In every part of the globe that wIll eventually 
suffer from the example given Our relations With the States of 
Europe should be based upon a recogmtlOn of the fact that our 
system of parlIamentary and popular government makes special 
allIances and secret treaties Impossible Our old-fashIOned diplo
macy, With ItS tortuous dealIngs, Its eqUIvocations and ItS conceal
ments, IS out of date and needs reform, and I would have the 
contrary to all these thmgs Introduced as ;! cardmal pomt of 
pohcy As towards Europe we should make the most of our 
Insular pOSitIOn, 10crease our navy and protect our shores But 10 
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ASia we cannot be Insular, and we must submit to the conditions 
of Empire as long as India remams In our charge. In_thiS view 
we need the all!mce of the Mohammedan nations agamst Russia, 
and I am In favour of England acceptmg the full responsibility of 
her pOSItion, as the heir of a great Mohammedan Empire. My 
quarrel With Mr Gladstone's action In Egypt was not based on 
any pnnclple of non-intervention, for I am not a non-mterventlOn-
1St, but because he mtervened unjustly, unwisely and m such a 
way as to alienate Mohammedan sympathies I conSider that a 
duty of reparation IS reqUIred of England for the wrong done to 
the Egyptians and I advocate a reconclhatlOn With the Sultan and 
a restoration of the Egyptian NatIOnal party. I need hardly say 
that I am m favour of Immediate peace With the Soudan 

Lastly, I conSider that Justice, not mere expediency, should be 
the determining law of our conduct towards all nations I am 
strongly averse to the Manchester doctrme which allows mJustlce 
to weaker natIOns In the Interests of finance and trade, though not 
of mJ\ltary glory I believe, on the contrary, that It IS England's 
duty to protect weaker nations from injustice where they come In 
contact With her Nor can I convince myself that a high standard 
of natIonal morality IS incompatible With the extremest Con
servative pnnclples I believe, on the contrary, that much of what 
was best In the so-called " Midlothian" doctnnes has more real 
affimty to Tory than to Whig instIncts, and I should be glad to 
see these adopted, now they have been discarded by the Radicals, 
as part and parcel of ConservatIve Ideas Truth, Justice, liberty
these are great names, gomg at thiS moment In beggars' weeds 
about the world Can these fino an asylum In the new temple of 
Tory Democracy? 

WILFRID BLUNT ;I'O LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL 

June 8, 1885 
My DEAR CHURCHILL, 

I am glad you have stated so clearly the ConservatIve policy, In 
nearly all of which I heartily agree, though on some pOints, such 
as Ireland, I have larger views than you are prepared for of 
Home Rule. The necessity for an mqulry mto the workmg of the 
Indian Government IS very urgent, and the fact that you should 
have mcluded It In your programme, and are to support Mr 
Slagg's motIon, gIVes me more hope than any thmg else which has 
happened regarding India dunng the past year. The truth IS that 
If India had to trust solely to the Whigs for reform It might Wait 
till etermty, or rather tIll that crash came", Inch certaml} Will come 
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If the ngldlty of the present bureaucratic system IS not modified 
The Whlf's are bureaucrats born and bred and will not Mlr a 
finger to help us 

With regard to Egypt too, I think you are rIght The day for 
such a pollcyas Mr Chamberlain's, which he has Just announced, 
has gone by, and the only agreement which France IS likely to 
come to \\Ith Mr Gladstone IS one which will put Egypt practic
ally mto France's hands Two years ago, or even perhaps a year 
ago, before the conference and the Nile campaign, Egypt's com
plete Independence, under a strong and popular government might 
have been secured, but Mr Gladstone would not hear of It then, 
and by persisting In keeping Tewfik as the corner stone of hiS 
pollcy he has thrown away hiS chance Now France will not be 
content with anything from him less than her own protectorate, 
or Europe with anything less than the letter of her bond To get 
back our nght to give Egypt llberty, the first conditIOn will be 
that we guarantee her debt, the second that we make peace with 
the Sultan and act under hiS authonty Here, again, therefore, I 
look rather to you than to the Whigs for practical help One 
knows by expenence so exactly what Mr Chamberlain's arrange
ment would come to-an Independent Egypt would be an Egypt 
s!!parated from the rest of the Mohammedan world, but governed 
really In the sole Interests of France and the bondholders The 
form of a " native" government would be preserved, perhaps, but 
the form only Egypt's" Independence by arrangement \\ Ith 
Europe" means Egypt for the bondholders, with France for their 
protector and IsmaIl for their king If Mr Chamberlain had said 
a word about repentance for past errors I could have better 
belIeved him, but we heard all the promises and declaratIOns he 
now makes, two years ago, and In far stronger language from Mr 
Gladstone himself, and with what result? No, I prefer your pro
gramme for Egypt, though It seems to promise less 

I Will take thiS opportumty of giVing you my view of what a 
Conservative Government might do for Egypt and generally for 
Western ASia The Whigs Will never do anything but harm, 
because they are Whigs and because they hate the Mohammedans, 
and the Radicals Will never do anything at all, because they are 
Radicals and WIll undertake no responslbnlty. You know that 
the Mohammedan faith IS In solutIOn-that It IS seeking to place 
itself on a new baSis-to regenerate Its poiltIcal and SOCial life 
Enormous abuses eXist everywhere, enormous Injustices The 
poor are ground down by the nch, tlre weak by the strong The 
whole earth, as Arabi used to say, IS famished for JustIce, and 
calls out for a dellverer. The recogmtlOn of thiS was the secret of 
hiS own Influence It IS the secret of the Mahdl's It may any 
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day be the secret of England's. But In Mohammedan Jilnds It IS 
not sufficient to,admInlster an equal law for It to be accepted by 
the people even for their own good. The law must be connected 
with their religiOUS beliefs and sanctioned by their religIOUS 
authority. I am not arguIng whether It IS best so-though I 
believe It IS best-but am stating a fact And It IS the perverse 
refusal to acknowledge facts which has made of Lord Granville's 
policy In Egypt so piteous a failure HIs Idea would seem to 
have been, and Sir Evelyn Baring's with him-If Idea at all they 
had-that the people's faith and SOCial traditIOns were a "neglige· 
able quantity," and that, no matter what the law and no matter 
who administered It, It would be accepted With thanks For thiS 

'reason, though Tewfik was notoriously regarded as a traItor to lus 
faith and nation, they placed him In authOrity, and men With him 
for Ministers whose only ment was that they had preferred then 
Interests to their beliefs and were Without moral prinCiple or reli
gIOus prejudice Even these, however, In later times have refused 
to serve them, and they have been forced to take up With Nubar 
and his speculatIng crew of Armemans as the element supple 
enough to do thelf bidding. ThiS has had ItS effect. The whole 
of the religIOUS forces of the country are against them, and the 
whole of the people. Their reforms have remained sterile, their 
attempts to paCify, Impotent The people have refused their 
friendship and their Justice, and Will have none of their adVice 
The Liberal party of Mohammedan reform have been dnven out of 
the country, the honest men have been driven from the AdminiS
tration, and the mass of the people Into the arms of the Mahdl. 

It IS In the power of England, and England alone, to repair the 
evil done-and, what IS more, It IS England's duty. But It cannot 
be effected except at the cost of assumIng Egypt's sole protectIOn, 
and the protection also of general Mohammedan Interests The 
Sultan must be taken Into confidence, peace must be made With 
the Mahdl, and Arabi must be recalled Europe, too, must be 
bought out by accepting Egypt's debt. These conditions observed, 
all difficulty, It will be found, Will disappear, and the regeneration 
of Egypt may at last be begun, and With It gradually of all the 
Mohammedan East 

It seems to me, therefore, that the Conservative Party, If It acts 
on your Idea, has a great and satisfactory work before It, which, If 
honestly performed, and aVOIding the snare of turmng Egypt's 
protection IDtO a means of prOViding Englishmen With places and 
pay, may yet redeem the past and give reality to the dreams of 
reformers You especially, With your sympathy for popular causes, 
will know that the only foundatIOn of success in the East, as lD 

the West, IS the consent of the people. Get the Egyptian people 
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on your "Ide, and all Mohammedans wIll follow you, and with 
hardly an effort you will transform the world , 

I wIsh you, therefore, all success In your electoral campaign 
You have given too many proofs of your sincerIty and steadfast
ness In thIS matter of Egypt for me to doubt you, and I know that 
you will do your best for her Of the present Government I have 
long ceased to have any hope 

[N B -This letter was read to and approved by Lord Randolph 
Churchill for pubhcatlOn In the" TImes," with the alteration of 
a sIngle phrase concermng Ireland, the words "than you are pre
pared for of Home Rule" being changed Into "than you are 
apparently yet prepared for "] 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL TO MR BLU])OT 
Most Private - India Office, Aug 13, 1885 

DEAR BLUNT, 
The enclosed explaIns Itself Will you see to It? 

Yours ever, 
RANDOLPH S C 

COpy OF TELEGRAM FROM SIR H DRUMMOND WOLFF 
(Enclosure) Dated Vienna, 12 August, 1885 

Received at London Office, 5 10 pm 
"I thInk It would be well for J emal-ed-dm Afgham to come 

Have you (any obJectIon?),' If InvolvIng no responsIblhty or com
ph CIty on my part, and If It can be done without hiS coming Into 
colh,lOn with Turkish authorIties I leave thiS probably to-morrow 
evemng or FrIday mornIng" 

MR. A. W. MOORE TO MR BLUNT 
Private India Office, 15 August /85 

DEAR MR BLUNT, 
I have Just deCiphered the enclosed from Sir H. Wolff Lord 

Randolph IS unwell and In bed, but I shall see him dunng the 
afternoon I think It IS best however to send you the telegram at 
once, as I understand the present arrangement IS that Jemal-ed
deen leaves to-morrow. 

Please let me hear from you what I am to reply to Sir H 
Wolff 

Yours very truly, 
A W MOORE 

1 ThIs IS necessary to the sense, but the group or some equIvalent has been 
omItted In cyphenng -A W M 12/8 
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COpy OF A TELEGRAM FROM SIR H. DRUMMOND WOLFF 

• (Enclosure.). "Buda Pest, IS August 

"From somethmg I have heard It would be well for Jemal-ed
deen not to leave England tll1 I can telegraph to you from Con
stantmople." 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL, M P., TO MR BLUNT 

DEAR BLUNT, 
IndIa Office, November I, 1885 

Many thanks for your letter and enclosures whIch I return I 
feel sure that your lecture on Egypt at Newcastle must have been 
profoundly mterestmg and mstructlve to the audIence and a httle 
more cIrculatIOn of such facts would do much good You \\111 

certamly not receIve an encouragmg reply from Lord Sahsbury 
about ArabI. Even If he was dIsposed (as I should be) to favour 
your vIews he would not dare take such a step on the eve of the 
ElectIOns 

Yours ever, 
RANDOLPH S CHURCHILL 

MR. BLUNT TO LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL 

Crabbet Park, Dec 24, 1885 
My DEAR CHURCHILL, 

I am obhged to come to an ImmedIate declSlon about con
tmumg my connectIOn wIth Camberwell or mdeed 10 any actIve 
form wIth party pohtlcs, my pressmg dIfficulty bemg Ireland. 
About thIS, now that Mr. Gladstone has taken up Home Rule, It 
IS necessary for me to speak and at once to my Electors, and, 
unless I hear from you that there IS still hope of an agreement 
between Lord Sahsbury and Mr Parnell on a really sohd baSIS, I 
shall conclude, as everybody tells me It IS, that Conservatism and 
Home Rule are for the present mcompatlble terms and gIVe up 
trymg to make them agree I fear I have not m me the spmt of 
a good party man, but I thought at one time I could help you 
indIVIdually 10 the pursuIt of better thmgs EgyptIan affairs seem 
10 the same deadlock they were a year ago, and altogether I am 
far from hopeful or dIsposed for further combat. 

Yours very truly, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT 
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LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL TO MR, B'LUNT 

Pnvate" India Office, Ilec. 26, J885 
:(\!Iv DEAR BLUNT, 

There IS no question or doubt about the matter If you want 
Home Rule you must go to Gladstone for It We cannot touch It. 

Yours ever, 
RANDOLPH S C 



APPENDIX E 

ARABI'S PROGRAMME OF 1883 AND MOHAMMED 
ABDU'S VIEWS 

SIR, 

, 
BLUNT'S LETTER REPRINTED FROM THE" TIMES" 

OF 13TH DECEMBER 1883 

Colombo, stk Nov, 1883. 

I am sure the "Times" has many readers who will be Interested 
to receive an account from an authentic source of the manner of 
hfe and present views of Arabi Pasha and rus fellow eXiles In the 
place of residence which nearly a year ago was assigned to them 
by the British Government. 

I have been staYing with them now for over three weeks, as 
their guest, and am therefore able to speak Wlth some authonty 
as to their Ideas, and I think the time has come when these may 
be of service to the pubhc, and, If I may be allowed to suggest It, 
perhaps even to those ail-wise authorities who are still seeking to 
regenerate Egypt by putting round men Into square holes, and 
square Into round from their official chairs In Dowmng Street 

With regard to the matenal welfare of the exlles, I am glad to 
have an excellent account to give. Although some of them 
sufi'rred at first from the extreme dampness of the chmate, all are 
now ... cchmatlzed; and even Toulba Pasha, who SIX months ago 
was pronounced by the doctors to be Incurable With asthma, IS 
enJoYing perfect health. 

They are all, too, I think, contented In mInd and grateful 
for the treatment they receive from the Colonial authontles, 
which has been throughout most courteous to them, and except 
for certam mequahtles In the amount of their allowances, Wlth 
which I WlII not here trouble you, they would have nothmg 
to complain of beyond the unavOidable bitterness which mmgles 
With the bread of all exlles . 

The way of bfe of the exlles IS Simple. Each famlly occupies a 
separate dwelling, and most of them have chosen to reSide In a 
rather remote suburb of Colombo, wruch has ceased to be 
fashionable, and where house rent IS propomonately low. They 
send their children to school, attend the local mosques, pay viSits 
to each other or to their neighbours, and attempt, With more or 
less success, themselves to learn a httle English. Their society 
they find In the numerous Mohammedan commumty at Colombo, 
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which, unlike such commumtles 10 many pa'rts of India, IS 

entirely nercantlle, and possesses not a few men of substance, 
whose commercial establishments the more pactlcal of the 
eXiles hope that some day their sons wlil enter, and thus be 
enabled to earn an 10dependent livelihood 

The Mohammedan commumty regard their Egyptian guests 
with feelmgs of the highest respect, as martyrs to their rehglOn, 
and especIally ArabI, as Its late most famous champion, and so 
strong IS this feeling regardmg him among the lower class In 

Colombo that on Fndays, whatever mosque Arabi may choose to 
attend IS sure to be thronged with a special crowd of worshippers 
Besides thIS, however, there are certam EnglIsh houses where the 
exlies are well received, and, on the whole, I thInk I may say 
that they are as popular as theIr Ignorance of EnglIsh Will allow 
with the offiCIAl commumty and the offiCial residents 

I have naturally had constant conversatiOns with the exIles on 
political matters, and more espeCially with Arabi, and have 
learned from him and unlearned much as to the events of last 
year We have spoken, too, not a little of the future, and of the 
hopes which the national leader still chenshes of beIng one day 
recalled to Egypt, there to work out to ItS accomplishment the 
plan of reform he had conceived, and which I firmly belIeve that 
he alone possesses the gemus to realIze For, whatever may have 
been hIS faults and faIlmgs (and they were doubtless great and 
many m hiS conduct both of the polItical and of the milItary cam· 
palgns of last year), I have been more than ever Impressed durIng 
my present VISIt WIth the realIty of Arabi's claim to be conSidered 
a patrIot and a man of gemus By a man of gem us I understand 
one who IS capable of large and new Ideas, who has the passIOn 
to Impress these strongly upon others, and who above all possesses 
the courage and persIstence reqUIred to work them to their end 
These qualities ArabI certamly has, and I know of no other 
Egyptian of whom anythmg correspondmg can be SaId 

HIS view of the present SItuatIOn In Egypt IS worth quotmg 
"The English Government IS attemptmg," he says, "an 1m 

pOSSible task They Wish to make Tewfik popular and they Wish to 
Introduce reforms But Tewfik Will only remam popular as long as 
he is supported by the English troops, and when these are With 
drawn he Will fall Personally, Tewfik IS Without a fnend In 
Egypt. The Egyptians hate him for havmg betrayed hiS country, 
and the CIrCaSSIans despIse him for havmg betrayed hiS religion 
The better fnend he IS to the English the less chance he has 01 
concllIatmg hIS countrymen. In one way or other he Will diS 
appear Then It Will be for the Powers finally to deCIde what II 
IS they really mtend for Egypt If they mean to annex It, one 01 
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other of them wlil do so at the cost of a new revolt. If not, they 
must allow the Egyptians to choose their ruler and to work out 
their freedom for themselves" • 

The choice 'of a ruler should be made, Arabi thinks, by the 
Notables. The fellahin are not sufficiently Instructed yet fur a 
plebiSCite But the Sheikhs of the villages With the Notables of 
the towns would form a reasonable elective body. They would 
choose whom they would, a Mohammedan, a man of mark, Arabi 
hopes an Egyptian But before investing him With power they 
would bind him by some ConStitutIOnal form which should pre
vent the recurrence of mere arbitrary rule, the rule which has 
rUined Egypt. Lord Duffenn's charter, Arabi considers, IS insuffi
cient for that purpose It IS a make beheve, too weak to restram 
the abuse of power, and liable through ItS weakness to become 
Itself an Instrument In the hands of despotism. Egypt, however, 
under a leader elected by the Notables, would find Notables 
capable of assertmg and maintaining their rights, and a Con
stitutIOnal Chamber would form Itself Without the need of any 
more foreign assistance The Liberal Party, It IS true, IS now 
crushed and in hldmg; but It would start from the ground With 
the least encouragement and find life again ArabI does not at 
all despair of hiS countrymen, could the present unnatural regime 
be replaced by one sanctioned by public approval. The approval 
of the people IS the baSIS of all stable government, and, whoever 
the new ruler of Egypt IS, he must be made to understand that 
Egypt I~ not given him as a property but as a trust Ismail Pasha 
thought all Egypt was hiS pnvate garden Tewfik Pasha IS being 
taught to think that there IS no law but what rests on hiS decree 
ThiS must not be In the future, the Pnnce must obey the law, not 
make It. 

Agam, the Enghsh Government IS trying to Introduce reforms, 
but through what Instruments? It has driven away all the real 
reformers They are In exile or In pnson, or have been fined and 
otherwise fnghtened by police persecutIOn to hve "underground." 
The men who are left are either diose who are too timid or too 
Indtfferent to JOin the party of hberty, or else the very men against 
whom the reformers rose. "How," asks Arabi, "can the Enghsh 
Government expect to establish Justice through the Pashas who 
served IsmaJi, or llberty for the Egyptians through those very Turks 
and CJrcas~ians who have always hated hberty, and who look upon 
the Egyptians as their natural servants?" 

With regard to finance, Arabi IS of opmlOn that the best chance 
of permanently savmg the solvency of the country lies In a new 
arrangement With the creditors He says that the calculabons of 
the Budget In recent years have been made Without reference to 

61 9 



Appendix E 

the penodlcal recurrence of seasons of scarcity There: have been 
now five good NIles In succeSSIOn, and there must come soon a 
bad one, ~ hlch will upset the estimates. Also no _ allowance has 
been made for the recent great loss of capital by tne fellahin, the 
murrains which have, destroyed their oxen, the debts they have 
Incurred, their now unIversal poverty Unless the burdens of the 
fellahm are made very lIght for them for several years to come, 
they wIll never recover their prospenty and the land will become 
deterIorated and Impovenshed Arabi IS of opmlOn that In the 
mterest of the creditors themselves It would therefore be prudent 
to lower the rate of mterest for a fixed number of years, full pay
ment to be resumed only at the end of the term v.hen the country 
would be able to afford It He thmks thiS, with great economy 
everywhere, IS the best means of avertmg bankruptcy The 
pnvate debts of the fellahm should be settled also without delay 
by an arrangement to be made with the creditors by the Govern
ment, and I may say here that whIle I was recently m Egypt I 
ascertamed from some of the leadmg money lenders that a com
posItion would probably be accepted by them at from eight to 
ten mIllIons, the total debts bemg valued by the same persons at 
about fifteen mIllIons 

The future of the Suez Canal we have thoroughly dIscussed 
together, and It IS Arabi's opmlOn, as It has long been mme, that 
the Canal IS certam, sooner or later, to be mternatlOnalIzed 
Arabi conSiders that It would be far better for Egypt that she 
should abandon as soon as pOSSible all sovereign nghts over It 
The Isthmus of Suez, he says, IS not necessary to Egypt, and the 
connection as long as It eXists will form a pretext with Europe for 
mterventlOn If ceded to Europe this danger would cease, and 
Egypt might even claim a money indemmty for the nghts 
Yielded and so relIeve herself df part of her finanCial difficulties 

Another Important pomt on which the late natIOnal leader has 
dlstmct views IS the Soudan questIOn Although he IS of opinIOn 
that a certam connectIOn wIll always be necessary between the 
lower and the upper waters of the NIle, he holds that m the 
present milItary and finanCial pOSitIOn of Egypt It IS unv.lse to 
attempt the reconquest of all, or perhaps any of the lost pro
vmces He belIeves that the movement of the so-called Mahdl IS 

not one merely of fanatiCism, or that It IS only a revolt of the 
slave dealers He thmks that Mohamed Ahmed commands the 
goodwIll of the mhabltants, and that It' would be far wiser for the 
Egyptian Government to come to terms With him than to con
tmue their milItary operations agamst him The Soudan brmgs 
nothmg mto the Cairo treasury, and If Egypt IS to enJoy hbertyat 
home she should aVOId Ideas of conquest abroad What terms 
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could be made With the Mahdl Arabi has been too long out of 
Egypt to judge, but from the commumcatlOns which reached 
him while In power, he does not belleve a fnendly arrlngement 
acknowledging tgypt's suzeramty to be Impossible ,The suzer
ainty or the ruler of Egypt the Soudanese would probably be 
glad to acknowledge, for It would protect them against European 
aggressIOn 

Lastly, Arabi suggests the follOWing as the most urgent matters 
requmng reform m his country 

"I That a settlement should be made by the Government of 
the eXIsting debts of the peasantry, accompamed With a return 
to the old laws affectmg the mortgagmg of land and the recovery 
of debt so that the peasantry shall be thenceforth protected 
agamst usury 

"2 That the mIxed tribunals should be abollshed 
"3 That there should be a reformed common law m Egypt 

for all who reSIde there, plaCing Europeans and EgyptIans on an 
equal footing In CIvil and m Criminal matters 

"4 That there should be security against arbitrary arrest and 
Imprisonment (habeas corpus) 

"5 That the Village Sheykhs should be chosen by the villages, 
not appomted as now by the Mudlrs 

"6. That the abuses connected WIth forcetl labour should be 
refOlmed. 

"7 That educatIOn should be extended to girls as well as boys 
In Egypt 

"8. That domestic slavery should be completely abolished. 
"9. That the POSItIon of offiCIals m pubhc offices should be 

made mdependent of rmmsterlal capnce 
"10. That taxes should be made equal to all, foreIgners ahke 

WIth Egypbans , 
II II. That a settlement should be made as soon as pOSSIble of 

the Moukabala claims." 

Such are Arabi's Ideas. I beheve many of hiS reforms will be 
found Identical With those contemplated by SIr Evelyn Barmg, 
but I fear their reabzabon WIll have to Walt the advent of a more 
enhghtened pollcy than any which now prevails at CaIro. As 
Arabi says, scl",emes of reform are of value only when In the 
hands of reformers, and there IS no sign as yet m Egypt of any 
such bemg employed StIll, common !iense WIll m the long run 
assert Itself over politIcal expenment, and there IS an old proverb 
about the stone whIch the budders rejected, whtch may well In 

the present Instance prove Itself a true one, and I cannot help 
thlnkmg that the day will come when the man who first pro-
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claImed EgyptIan wrongs will be called upon tq nght them, and 
when Arabi, the first fellah who ever gloned In the name 
" EgyptlrJn," will be brought back With somethmg more than hiS 
old prestige to Egypt '. 

A rather severe attack of fever, from which I am hardly yet 
recovered, prevents me from contmulng this tram of thought 
But I hope on a future occasion to renew It, and In the mean· 
while I am sure that Arabi's fnends may make themselves happy 
as to hiS present lot He IS not yet forty·five years of age, and can 
well afford to walt a while for the hour of hiS restoratIOn, and till 
It comes he could hardly have a pleasanter home or a more secure 
abolie than that which Providence and the humanIty of the Bntlsh 
publIc have chosen for him 

I am your obedient servant, 
WILFRID SCAWEN BLUNT. 

II INTERVIEW WITH SHEYKH MOHAMMED ABDU, AS PUBLISHED 
IN THE" PALL MALL GAZEtTE," AUGUST 17TH, 1884 

Sheykh Mohammed Abdu IS, we are mclmed to beheve, the 
first real Egyptian who has vIsited this country We have had 
among us false Egyptians m plenty-Turks, CIrCaSSlans, Synans, 
ArmenIans, Jews-all clalmmg the natIOnalIty of the Nile, but a 
true son of the Ahl·el Ful, "the Race of Beans," never Sheykb 
Mohammed Abdu, however, IS an undoubted fellah He wears a 
blue gown and a white turban, talks neither French nor Enghsh 
nor even Turkish, but only hiS mother tongue, ArabiC, and IS 
Without the least varmsh of western manners He IS a man of 
middle height, dark-skmned, black-bearded, and keen-eyed, grave 
In hiS general demeanour, but possessed of a pleasant smile, and, 
when excited, speakmg With much modest eloquence and cheerful 
vigour HIS countenance IS decidedly an agreeable one, and 
bnmful of mtelhgence HIS father was and IS still a peasant of the 
Delta, cultIvatmg forty acres of land at Mehallet Nasr, and \aym/! 
no claim to noblhty of birth other than that given by countless 
generatIOns of peasant ownership on the same plot of ground. But 
the son IS far more now than a peasant. Sent twenty years ago as 
a promlsmg boy to Cairo, he received hiS educatIOn m the ancient 
relIgiOUS semmary of EI Azhar, and IS now one of the most dls
tmgUlshed of ItS Ulema, or rather was, for, m common With the 
rest of the Liberal rehgIOus party In the unIversity, he IS In disgrace 
With the powers that be, and IS now an exile both from It and 
from Egypt Although by temperament a moderate man, he Jomed 
Arabi and the popular movement before the war, became one of 
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Its chIef leaders, and was mvolved m Its ruin, and after Tel-el
Kebu he was smgled out by hIs eloquence no less tljin by hIs 
llberalism as a 1angerous man, and having narrowly escaped hang
Ing was glad to reach Syna wIth hIs head safe upon hIs shoulders, 
but condemned to three years' exde and Its attendant penury. 
Now he is on hIS first VISit to Europe, to see wIth his own eyes the 
country which has been the rum of his own. These particulars 
our representative, who called two days since on the Sheykh at 
Mr. Wilfrid Blunt's house m James Street, learned from hIs lips, 
and bemg acquamted With ArabiC he was able to hold With hIm 
the followmg conversation 

Our RepresentatIve' WIthout diSCUSSing past hIstory, which we 
all admit to have con tamed fearful mistakes, what IS your opmlon 
of the present state of Egypt and of the pollcy now to be 
pursued? 

SheyRh Mohammed AMu' Smce I have been In England all 
have asked me the same question Every Englishman says he 
Wishes Egypt well, but which of your statesmen has tried to prove 
hiS declaratIons? We EgyptIans of the Liberal party belleved once 
m English Liberalism and English sympathy, but we believe no 
longer, for facts are stronger than words Your liberality we see 
plamly IS only for yourselves, and your sympathy With us IS that of 
the wolf for the,.!amb which he deSIgns to eat. You have rumed 
everything that was good m us so that you may have an excuse 
for keepmg possessIOn of our country. 

O. R : Believe me, thIS IS not true It may appear to you so, 
but It IS not so. NeIther Mr. Gladstone, nor any of the MinIsters, 
WIsh otherwIse than to leave Egypt as soon and as absolutely as 
possIble. No one WIshes to annex your country 

SheyAh: If so, why not leave It at once? The only thing that 
the English Government has taught us IS to be UnIted m the Wish 
to see you gone Before the war and during the war we quarrelled 
WIth each other We Wished to break down the tyranny of our 
rulers, we complamed of the Turks as foreIgners, we Wished to 
Improve ourselves politIcally, and to advance as the nations of 
Europe have advanced m the path of liberty N ow we know that 
there are worse eVIls than despotIsm, and worse enemIes than the 
Turks We see In them our brothers In religIOn, If not In race; 
and If you would only leave us alone WIth them we should know 
how to get on in peace There IS no Mohammedan m Egypt so 
oppressed as to Wish for any more of your help We ask only one 
thmg of you, and that IS that you WIll leave us at once and for 
ever 

And Tewfik, do you mclude hIm In your forgIveness of the 
Turks? 
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Sheykk Tewfik' Pasha did us a great wrong in bringing you 
Into our ,ountry He Jomed the enemies of his religion at the 
time of the war, and It IS Impossible he can comm~nd our respect. 
But If he should repent, and especially If he should get rid of you, 
we might yet forgive him Only we deSire no traitors with 
Egyptian faces and English hearts 

And the French? Our leavmg Egypt now would surely mean 
that they would occupy your country m our place. 

Sheykk We do not thmk so. The French know that they could 
not gam our consent to their rule any more than you have gamed 
It for your own We should resist them, as we have resisted you 
We want no foreign rulers from any country, and we know how 
to make all such rule Impossible The French could not many 
case do us more harm than you have done 

And the Mahdl? 
Skeykk Mohammed Ahmed IS only dangerous to Egypt through 

your presence there Were you to leave Egypt he would neither 
wish to attack us nor would hlS domg so be any danger At present 
he has the sympathy of the masses, because they see m him a 
deliverer from Chnstlan, aggressIOn, and they wIll Jom him when 
he comes to them 

And when wlll thiS be? 
Skeykk The partisans of Mohammed Ahmed are already III 

the SaId (Upper Egypt), but he will only himself advance when 
Khartoum IS taken. Your Government are domg all they can to 
strengthen him. 

How so? 
Sheykk By the treaty they have made WIth the Kmg of 

Abyssima ThiS has made every man a fanatiC, for It IS written In 

our traditions, and IS known to all, that through the Abysslnlans 
our Holy City, Mecca, Will be one day attacked and destroyed. 
The people everywhere see m thiS a new danger to their religIOn 
How can your statesmen have made an alliance With thiS barbarous 
people? How can they have added thiS new trouble to the rest~ 

But were not all the Soudan people fanatics already? 
Sheykh (laughzng). The Soudam are no more fanatiCS than I 

am When I taught philosophy at CaIro many of the Egyptian 
students were afraid to come to my lectures, but there were elghty
four students from the Soudan, and everyone of them came When, 
however, they are threatened With a foreign mvaslOn they become 
fanatical, Just as you would be If a Mohammedan army were In 

the streets of London 
And has thiS anythmg to do With the news of a nslng In 

Arabia? 
Sheykh The news IS true We had been expectmg It for a long 
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whlle, and I do not doubt that your treaty wIth the Abyssmlans 
has hastened It. When they are threatened, the MosJims take 
up arms The ~ople of Yemen are not fanatiCs more than the 
Soudam, but they lo~e theIr lIberty, as all the Arabs do. 

And what ought we to do to allay the storm? 
Sheykh. Cease to threaten us, and leave our country 
But what would become of the Christians m Egypt were our 

troops to leave? Would there not be new massacres? 
Sheykh. There have been no massacres m Egypt except those 

caused by yourselves The arrIval of your fleet at Alexandria made 
the riots there begm. The landmg of your troops brought on the 
nots at Tantah. There was no loss of ChnstIan lIfe untIl you came, 
nor Will there be any when you go away. We have no quarrel wIth 
ChnstIans as long as they abIde by our laws and do not attempt 
to mterfere with our Government 

There IS then, you thmk, no obstacle to peace and prosperity 
10 Egypt except our presence there? Would you not wIsh to see 
the NatIOnal party restored before we go? Would you not lIke 
yourself to return to Egypt? 

Sheykh If I belIeved that your Government had any senous 
Wish for our good I would propose a polIcy But what IS the use 
of my wastmg words? 

Speak, nevertheless Whatever the Government may mean or 
Wish, there are many m England who would see Justice done to 
Egypt at any cost 

Sheykh. If England wanted to repair the wrong she has done 
us she would, as I have said, gIVe us a first proof of her smcerIty 
by ordenng back her troops from Egypt Next she would agree 
With the Powers of Europe and hiS Majesty the Sultan, With regard 
to a new ruler for us It IS not for me to say who thiS ruler should 
be But whoever may be chosen, he should be some one not diS
tasteful to the people and approved by the Sultan, and he should 
be named for a term of years, say seven or ten, at the end of wruch 
term the people should be allowed to elect theIr rulers finally for 
themselves. If he proved an honest man he might then retam 
office But If dishonest, the people would have the comfort of 
thmkmg that he would not be there for ever, and so would take 
patience _ 

But how could we ascertam the Wishes of the people? By what 
form of election? 

Sheykh Any new ruler now who should be a Moslem, and 
should come mto office as the delIverer of Egypt from the English 
troops, would be loved by the Egyptians Only he must be a 
Mohammedan, and, If pOSSIble, an Egyptian by bIrth It IS es
sential, however, that he should be content With lImited power. 
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What we want IS not a new kmg, but a chief of 'our Egyptian 
natIOn, actmg under the religIOus sovereignty of the caliphate This 
kmd of ruler the Egyptians understand, and thlly do not want a 
kmg 

And under such a ruler you and your fellow eXiles could return 
to Egypt? What do you say about Arabi? 

Sheykh I should like to see his return If he holds office 
Arabi's place IS In the Council, which must always supplement 
and control the ruler of Egypt He speaks well. HIs Ideas are 
noble He IS an honest man. HIS mfluence would ali be on the 
side of good But he IS too careless of details to be a good admin
Istrator or a good general L/!t him return as Pre5ldent, If they 
choose him, of the MeJlIss-that IS his place 

And the MInistry? What our Government complainS of IS that 
they cannot get a working set of men to rule the country 

Sheykh It IS theIr fault If they have failed Egypt IS not \\antlng 
In honourable men, or men of capacity But you mSlst on having 
those who WIll do your work, and no honest man m Egypt Will 
work for the English Government Agam, you mSlst that they 
must rule your way and speak your language The honest men 
generally do not speak English Thoy do not love English ways. 
Let us have a ruler we like, l!:.nd we will all Jom to help him We 
all want reform We all want Justice \Ve all want mstructlon 
But there IS an old proverb which says that" If the fish stinks at 
the head there IS no freshness In the tall," and \\e want a ruler we 
can respect Give us an honest chief for our nation, get him the 
sanction of our Sovereign the Sultan, and leave us to ourselves 
With God's blessmg we Will have peace. We Will even try to pay 
our debt 

But do all the Egyptians thmk as you do? I am mclmed to 
belIeve that mne out of ten of the fellaheen would sooner have 
their taxes lessened by a Chnstlan Government than raised by a 
Mohammedan 

Sheykh Do not delude yourself The fellaheen are overtaxed, 
but at the present moment they do not -complam of theIr taxes 
They thmk first of how to deliver their country from the stranger, 
and, If It were possible, they would willingly pay more to see thiS 
end accomplished I know It, as I have correspondents everywhere 
In Egypt. You might abolish all taxation, and they would not bless 
you If at the same time you took It as an excuse to stay No, no 
Leave us now, and we Will call on God to reward you as our bene
factors But do not attempt to do us any more good Your good 
has done us too much harm already 
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EXTRACTS FROM LADY ANNE BLUNT'S DIARY 

Dec 8, 1882, Fnday [10, James Street] -General C G Gor
don came to breakfast at 9 I am only sorry, now I have made 
his acquaintance, not to have known him sooner He does not 
appear to be otherwise than In perfect po~sesslOn of perfect com
mon sense. So much has been said to Imply his being" touched" 
In the head that I put this down as a very distinct ImpreSSIOn. 
But he IS a man of ideas and in a prominent positIOn, and as such 
It IS convement to find his Ideas utopian or " mad" He staid 
about two hours talking to Wilfrid-told us he believed the Govern
ment now" sincerely" (because It SUitS them) Intend to carry out 
bberal pohcy-Chamber of Notables, etc -In Egypt. Wilfrid re
phed that he would beheve It when he saw that on the Budget 
question they act In such a manner, and he will Judge them by 
what they settle about taxation. If they hghten the taxes of the 
fellahin It will be a proof of their sincerity Nothing short of that 
will do, as the conditIOn of the 'poor peopl~ is too desperate to be 
otherwise mended General Gordon would not allow that any 
party In Egypt could reallyabohsh slavery. It was In their nature 
to keep slaves-they could not change their nature He does l'\Ot, 
I think, qUite know the state of feeling In the Mohammedan world 
or make allowance for the growth of a defermlnatlon to reform on 
the part of those who, not having great possessIOns of slaves or 
anything else, will not be making great sacrifices In JOining to 
suppress It 

He IS gOing out to "Palestine," he says, next week He must be 
being sent, though he did not say It, to inquire Into the state of 
the Mussulman world there. Wlifrld promised to send the papers 
about the Sheykhs In Jerusalem to him (copies) and asked him to 
occupy himself With their case, which he said he would InqulTe 
Into 

And so we parted I ho~e we shall see him again 
August 18, 1883 [London J.-At I o'clock Colonel [D H) Stewart 

came to luncheon. He has become very official In his Views, though 
not In his manners He spoke of the hanging of the BedOUinS at 
Tantah, and said that a friend of his who saw It remarked how 
easily they died, they had hardly to be touched by the rope before 
they were dead There would be no fear of any Engltshman 
being attacked in the desert, he thought, for a long time oWing to 
the terror spread by these executIOns. He seemed surprlst:d when 
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I said on the contrary that anywhere m the ArabIan desert It 
would be'" very unsafe In consequence. WIlfnd added, of course 
m the Sinai pemnsula It would be safe-there It "always was safe 
(the danger had been from the war) In the end Colonel Stewart 
exclaimed, "Ah, well, I see we shall never agree, I Wish England 
to be successful, Justly If possible, and unjustly If It cannot be 
Justly" He went away at 3 

Sept 30 [Cairo ].-Llst of persons arrested m connectIOn With 
the pretended "Societe des V engeurs " 

Huseyn Bey Fehmy Huseyn EEf Sagr 
Mustafa Bey Sldky Saad EEf. Zaghloul 
Abd el Razak Bey Mustafa EEf Nashaat 
Abd el Rahman Bey HOJa Mahmud EEf Soudan! 
Mohammed Bey Fenm Mohammed Bey Tahir 
All Bey Fauzi Osman Bey (his son) 
Sheykh Ahmed Nur Ahmed EEf Rashaat 
Mohammed Bey Sham I Mohammed Said (the French doctor) 

also one Iskander and five servants 

Sept. 30 -Suleyman's account ofYusuf Abu Dlab's death Yusu{ 
was a great fnend of his (Suleyman's), and of Abd el Aal whose 
A D C he was, a very good fellow, and all that had been said 
agamst him was false On the day of the Tantah massacre Yusuf 
abu Dlab arrived from Damletta at 4 of the day. The massacre 
had begun at I of the day and was still gOing on, for It lasted 
twelve hours or more At the station on getting out of the tram 
Yusuf saw a poor ChnstIan woman from Alexandna whom the 
people were about to kill Yusuf saved her and taking her by the 
hand conducted her to the Governorat, to the Mudlr Ibrahim 
Adhem, who was slttmg m hiS room. Yusuf placed her m the 
Mudu's charge, and afterwards reproached the Mudlf for Sitting 
still there while the massacre was gOing on He said, "You are 
Mudlr and all the troops and police are under your orders You 
must take soldiers 'and go out and stop thiS. I shall mform Arabi 
Pasha of what you have allowed to happen" He took the next 
tram and went to mform Arabi A few days after, All Pasha 
Fehml was sent to Tantah to arrest the Mudlr and bring him to 
Cairo where he was Impnsoned In the Kasr en Nil for a few days 
and then sent to hiS house and ordered to remain there 

After the war Suleyman (the narrator) was for a month m pnson 
With Yusuf He had bf'en arrested With Abd el Aal saying, "If 
you are to die I will die With you," and he was With Abd el Aal 
m prison at Cairo In the meantime Ibrahim Adhem was rein
stated by Tewfik at Tantah, and hearing Yusuf was In pnson at 
Cairo he had him sent for to be tned before the CommiSSIon of 
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Inquiry at Tantah. On his arrival Ibrahim came to VISit Yusuf. 
SulIman was present in the courtyard of the pnson .Ibrahlm 
Adhem took Alp Dlab by -the moustache and said, "The day of 
the massacre here you came and brought a Nasrameh to me, you 
abused me and you said you would mform Arabi Pasha Was It 
you who did this?" "It was I" "Inshallah, you shall not come 
out of this but to be hanged" This was Just outside the room m 
the courtyard Ibrahim Adhem then brought half-a-dozen men, 
Copts and Mpshms, from the station and Abd er Rahman the 
zablt of Tantah, and said to them, "You Will go before the 
Me;lm TahRlk, and say that on the day of the massacre I saw 
Yusuf abu Dlab saymg to the people, "Kill the Chnstlans," and 
also that he often told Arabi Pasha that he ought to "kill Tewfik 
or let me do so," but he was not wlllmg A certam Mahnz Bey of 
AlexandrIa also bore witness agamst him falsely, these men swore 
through fear. The Commission sent Yusuf back to the Court 
Martial at Cairo With the proces-verbal, and the Court-Martial sen
tenced him to be hanged Three days later he was sent to Tantah 
and. executed. He was brave. Suleyman remamed With him to 
the end HIS last words to the people standmg round him were 
"0 my brothers, I suffer mJusnce But God grant you may not 
see a day the like of thiS agam and that I may be the last of those 
unjustly condemned" Then Ibrahim Adhem came up and said, 
"0 Yusuf Effendi, forgive me" And Yusuf answered, "I do not 
forgive With my tongue, for If I should forgive With my tongue my 
heart would not forgive, and If my heart should forgive my children 
here would not forgive, and If my children should forgive, our Lord 
(God) would not forgive, for yo~ are the cause of my bemg un
Justly destroyed." Then he said, .. Give me some water" And 
they give it him and he drank a few mouthfuls and said, "Put the 
rope on me" 
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LETTERS TO MR. BLUNT ALLUDED TO IN, AND 
EXEMPLIFYING, THE TEXT 

I FROM SIR WILLIAM AND LADY GREGORY (EXTRACTS) 

(From Lady Gregory ) 
Coole, Sep. 20, 1883 (receIved in Egypt) I am very glad yOl 

wIll stay m .Egypt, even long enough to let m a lIttle ray of IIgh 
on what IS gomg on Moberly Bell IS really excelling hlmsel 
Just now I don't know If you have mIssed hIS accounts of th 
trIumphal progress of the" amIable and vIrtuous" (Tewfik) I an 
delIghted at It, because, as I wrote to Chenery, no one can say I 
IS necessary to keep troops m the country to keep up so popula 
a ruler' The account of the prIsons also would have been enter 
tammg If they were not revoltmg-so many poor wretches kep 
there for months and years, and then the door IS opened and the 
are shut up agam, after havmg been allowed to kISS Moberly' 
boots' I am afraId ClIfford Lloyd, the new" AdvIser," won't b 
an acqulSltlOn I don't know hIm, but by all accounts he I 
ambItIous, pretentIous, and autocratIc He kept the country qUI€ 
here by drIvmg the whole populatIOn of a town mto pnson, 0 

SuspIcIOn, and hIS photograph remmds me of Colvm There I 
not much to say of Ireland, for there IS a strange lull m the agltl 
tlOn of the last few years The people for the moment are bus 
WIth the harvest, and I fancy Parnell IS tryIng to keep thIngs a 
qUIet as possIble untIl the next seSSIOn, when Gladstone has, 
belIeve, promIsed hIm a very large measure of Home Rule, muc 
more than hIS colleagues approve of I hope ArabI's electlo 
WIll take place, so that we may put M P after hIS name In flttun 
I hope they WIll thmk also of electIng you, and that you WI 
become the Randolph of debate m the CaIro House of Common' 
What a farce the whole thmg IS' It WIll be as before. Th 
wretched Notables WIll be left alone untIl they speak of th 
Budget, and then WIll be gagged 

Oct 4. Srr WIllIam WrItes to me from London that you ar 
credIted WIth haVIng gone to IndIa WIth the mtentIon. of ovel 
turmng EnglIsh supremacy and establishIng Mohammedan rul 
and rapme throughout the Penmsula So I thInk you have stJ 
a chance of Tower HIll' Kmglake espeCIally has been lamentIn 
over you 



Letters to Mr. Blunt 
Oc/. 17. Thank you for your letter from Suez It gave me 

great pleasure to hear of the success of your VISIt (to Cilro), for I 
call It a succes~ having seen so many of your friends, and learned 
that the KhedIve's state is so hopeless I was pretty sure Baring 
would not do much for you, he has only Just begun, and has not 
yet reahzed the dIfficulty of hIs pOSItIOn, and I am sure the 
Government here are trusting to hIm now as theIr last hope of 
helping them out of theIr mess, and won't take any new line tlll 
he falls. I am glad the poem (" The Wind and the WhIrlwind") 
IS to be pubhshed It will make a more lastmg ImpressIOn than 
any prose could do, and ever since It was written I have felt It 
was pure waste of steam power keeping It shut up SIr WIlham IS 
very much struck WIth It, and I feel It must convert the world. If 
thIs should reach you In Ceylon do homage to ArabI for me 

Nov 13 I see. Moberly Bell takes Gladstone's announcement 
of the WIthdrawal of the troops calmly, as they WIll be qUIte as 
effectIve at Alexandria, and easy to bring back at a moment's 
notIce. None the less, I shall be glad when they are out of CaIro 
I hate the Idea of ever seeing them there, and perhaps the 
KhedIve may think they are really gOing to let hIm be hIs own 
master, and commIt some atrocIty whIch Gladstone will have to 
notlce, and whIch wlll give England an excuse to let rum topple 
over 

December 18 Your letter in the" TImes" (from Colombo) 
appeared the same day I heard from you SIr Wilham tells me to 
say how extremely 'good he thinks It The tIme has nearly come 
when you wdl be appealed to, the mess IS so great, and the bank. 
ruptcy of the country seems WIthin measurable dIstance, and, 
Indeed, IS the first thing to hope for, and everyone IS so much at 
sea about the Soudan, and all the phllanthrophlsts WIll be down 
on the Government for allOWing Zebehr, the king of the slave· 
dealers bamshed by Gordon, to be sent back at the head of an 
army. It WIll be Just the thing for those benevolent belngs
Randolph and Labouchere-ro take up 

Jan. 10, 1884 I saw In the "TImes" that you had amved 
and been warmly receIved at Calcutta I wonder how ColVin 
receIved you. I thmk the tIme has come wilen you are wanted In 
Egypt DIcey goes there to-day, a fellow passenger of Sir Wilham's 
(on hIS way to Ceylon), .evldently to help to form the Nubar-Dlcey 
MinIstry, whIch I have always looked forward to as the last pos
SIble combination before ArabI's return I am glad old Sherif has 
gone We shan't hear much more of hIS enbghtened pollcyl If 
you could find any NatlOnahsts m Egypt who would dare to bft 
up theIr vOice and call for Arabi's return, I believe the Enghsh 
RadIcals would take up the cry Both Labouchere and Randolph 
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are speakmg out like men, but they must have' some support from 
Egypt 01r William salls to-day for Colombo He writes from 
London that Hayward IS very ill, shut up In hiS r.')om and hardly 
expected to recover Kmglake says of him "He IS too \leak to 
hold hiS cards at WhiSt, but not too weak to d-- hiS partner" 
I am sorry Chinese Gordon goes to the Congo mstead of the Nile 

August I Many thanks for the printed correspondence, which 
IS full of Interest I have been lookmg over your letters to me of 
last year, and have copied the only passage relating to Mr 
Hamilton or Knowles, which I enclose I would lay as lIttle stress 
as pOSSible on the encouragement you had from Dov-nlng Street, 
as the GO M IS capable of denYing everything, and as much as 
pOSSible on the mcontrovertlble fact of your threatened arre;t I 
hope the debate will come on soon I was sure Mohammed 
Abdu would create a good ImpreSSIOn, between hiS graceful drc;s 
and hiS graceful manner, which recalled Arabi's Mind you CUlti
vate Parnell, now yot! have broken the Ice He Will be a great 
power In the next Parliament, and hiS support Will be worth a good 
deal. 

(Extract enclosed) "Set 3, 1883 Both Knowles and Button 
encourage me to try the electIOns, and say that Baring IS sure to 
be delighted to see me, and Will perhaps help It appears he has 
carte blanche to make another new polIcy for the Government, and 
as he IS one of Lord Ripon's stroflgest supporters In India, It IS 

supposed that he Will favour Arabi's return, or, at any rate, the 
restoratIOn of a NatIOnal Party In some form or other" 

(Second extract enclosed) Set 21 "Everything up to the 
moment has gone most prosperously The mornmg we left I got 
a note from Mr Hamilton asking to see me before I went, and I 
accordingly went, after nearly a year's absence to Downing 
Street, and found him very amiable I told him exactly what I 
was gomg to do, and he approved and said he was sure Banng 
would be very pleased to see me, and that he would write to Lord 
Ripon's prIvate secretary to do all he could for me In India 
About Egypt I told him I should try and get Baring to restore the 
NatIOnal Party, but unless he would help me It was qUIte useless 
my trying, and I should not stay In Egypt So I shall know as 
soon as I get to Cairo whether It IS pOSSible or not I am certam 
Gladstone wants to restore, but wants to have hiS hand forced by 
a mamfestatlon of popular deSire m Egypt." 

(From SIr WIllIam Gregrny) 
Coole, Aug 24, 1844 I have read With great Interest Mo

hammed Abdu's replies to hiS mtervIewer They are very valuable, 
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and would be ten tImes more so If anything could pIerce the crust 
of our Enghsh stupIdIty and self-complacency But ~e have 
made up our m:llds that the Egyptians whom we have been bom
barding and slaughtering ought to love us, and that If they don't 
It IS theIr perversIty, whIch only time and subjectIon can remove 
I shall be at Dalmeny on the 27th, and I daresay Gladstone WIll 
speak to me about Egypt, but he has made up hIS mind about It, 
that all the troubles of Egypt are due to mlhtary mutineers of 
whom ArabI was the instIgator, that Tewfik IS a vIrtuous and 
enhghtened young pnnce to whom the honour of England IS 
pledged, and that to secure hIm as KhedIve the exJle of ArabI 
and hIS friends must be maintained. You know how Intolerant 
he IS of a dIfference of opinIOn So I daresay he wJll not allow me 
even to make an observatIon from a dIfferent pOint of vIew I 
do not see how ArabI IS to return, but I am of OpInIOn, were he 
permItted to do so, It would be pOSSIble to establIsh a faIrly 
decent Government In Egypt, a far better one than ours has 
been, and whIch would, at all events, SUIt the governed 

(From Str WIlItam Gregory.) 
Coole, Oct 5. Your second IndIan artIcle (on Race Hatred) 

IS admirable, and I fear too true I had no Idea things were as 
bad as you descnbe, and I much fear there IS lIttle hope of 
Improvement The only chance IS the perso~al t'haracter of the 
Viceroy and publIcIty I wish our newspapers would take up the 
subject. The Enghsh second and thlfd-class women are, as you 
say, the worst offenders. They are generally below theIr husbands, 
who are elevated by educatIOn and responsIbIlIty, and make them
selves odIOUS by theIr vulgaritIes and pretentlOns The treatment 
of natives In Ceylon IS very dIfferent. There the CIVIl servants 
are generally very courteous and fnendly wIth them, and there IS 
no doubt that a most kIndly feeling subSIsts between the races. 
It IS not so, however, universally, In Colombo and Kandy the 
planters and merchants' clerks gIVe themselves most offenSIve 
aIrs to natIves, but In the purely natIve dlstncts the'relatlOns are 
excellent. I hear from IndIans that the contrast IS remarkable, 
hke gOIng Into another hemIsphere. Still thIngs are not as they 
ought to be A young man of hlgh'natlve family constantly goes 
to Oxford and Cambndge, and IS there receIved as a friend and 
an equal, IS asked to all parties, and shares In all amusements. 
When he returns to Ceylon he IS not tabooed, It is true, but he 
knows he IS looked down upon as an Infertor by merchants' clerks 
and planters, probably sons of pastrycooks and ladles' maIds. 
ThIS I always endeavoured to combat, and SIr Arthur Gordon is 
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domg the same Mere clvlhty and want of rudeness IS not enough 
A native gentleman should be made to feel that you regard him 
as your equal, m short, as an Englishman He thoroughly under
stands and resents condescendmg civIlity 1 am gomg to WrIte to 
Dufferm, and to recommend your article to him 

The chances for Arabi and his frIends are not encouraging 1 
should like to see NatIOnal bankruptcy proclaimed as an answer 
to French threats 

(From Lady Gregory) 
Coole, ,Warch 29 ,1885 -I wish a better fight could have been 

made on the Egyptian ConventIOn My only hope for Egypt now 
IS In the Mahdl Osman Dlgna seems to be profiting by all the 
good advice the" Times" has been giving him as to the best mode 
of fightmg 

Apnl14 We came here a little too soon and the landscape 
looked as hard and dryas a Hobbema, but It IS now as soft 
and mystenous as a Corot We spent last week In DublIn to 
mamfest our loyalty The Royal VISIt has been so far a "great 
success "-that IS to say, the" foreign Invaders" and also Lord 
Spencer were cheered through the streets all through DublIn. 
Whether that means much 1 can't say, It IS an excitable popula
tIOn and 1 saw a man who walked through the cleared space 
carrymg two large band boxes cheered as much as anyone "St 
Patrick's Day," when played at the laYing ot a foundatIOn stone, 
was cheered more than all, but the Prmce was equal to the occa
slOn'and waveo. his hat as If It was meant for him The Pnncess 
looked very pretty and not more than five-and-twenty at the ball 
In her white dress and diamonds The ball the prettiest Sight I 
ever saw I feel as If I had seen a crystalhzatlOn of the 
pomps and vamtles of the Wicked world. Enough of that for a 
long time 

As an antidote I spent to-day In vlsltmg some of our own poor 
people It IS the best part of hVIng In Ireland that they are always 
bnght and amusmg and mtellIgent and witty One old woman 
asked me to come and see an old man " He was a real gentle
man," she said, "If I asked him for five or seven shillIngs 
he never said, J I haven't It,' and If he went out to cut his 
corn he never raised his back till the sun went down" She also 
told me, "If I had a little pig, I'd be In Heaven" Another, I 
hope meamng a compliment, said she had at first Sight taken me 
for the pnest's sister and was gomg to say, " How's Father Con
sldme?" Then, when she recognIZed me, "Aren't we happy to 
have such a plain lady?" You Will be tired of Ireland If I write 
any more 
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May s.-What a ternble indictment your letter IS against the 
Government, and how well deserved' Sir William deSIr~ me to 
say he goes WltJ1 you In every word of It, which he does not 
always do How IgnomIniously the whole affair IS endIng' It's a 
comfort to thInk Wolseley won't have a tnumphal processIOn down 
PiccadIlly this time I am very anXIous to know what Randolph 
advises you and what you make up your mInd to about Parlia
ment I believe you would get In as a Tory Democrat easIly 
enough. You could hit hard enough at the Government to please 
an English mob which enJoys hard-hlttmg as a substitute for pnze 
fights. The only good thmg that has reached me about the 
PrInce's VISit IS that one spectator at his entry was heard to say to 
his neIghbours, "1 see a good many Radical hats In the crowd" "1 
suppose," said the other, "a Radical hat IS a hat Without a crown." 

May 15 Very many thanks for the sonnets and your long 
letter. 1 knew you would be JubIlant at the retreat and guessed 
you had been workmg- for It What pleases me most IS thmkmg 
of Lord Wolseley havmg to eat hiS speech about the "hundred 
years," and also to thInk what a "cheer-up" thiS IgnOmInious 
campaign must be to Arabi In Ceylon It was delightful your 
sendmg the sonnets to Gladstone 

June (?). 1 suppose any change must be good (alludmg to the 
change of Government), and yet 1 don't thmk .the G. O. M has 
been suffiCiently pUDlshed for hiS eVil deeds I hope Randolph 
wlll hold to hiS present prInciples, as far as the East IS concerned, 
but the politiCian In and out of power IS generally as different as 
the patient Turkish peasant and the tyranmcal Turkish Pasha 
As for you, you Will never be able to support any Government, 
but wlll always be In Opposition. 

June 19 Randolph for India' 1 can thmk of nothIng else, It 
amuses me so much the Idea of ColVIn's face when he hears It, 
and Lord Duffenn takIng hiS orders from him, and Lord Reay, 
who went out In the strength of Gladstone's name Wlll he be 
able to do any good, I wonder? One must never expect too much 
of people In office Was It not delightful AIabl bemg cheered at 
St. James's Hall? It IS rather hard beIng so far away from all the 
excitement. 

July 21. I thought 1 recogmzed B.'s hand In the account of 
Wolseley's reception. What a parade would have been made If he 
had brought Gordon back I Lord W olseley and Banng have told a 
fnend of mIne that they look on Drummond-Wolff's appoIntment 
as disastrous for Egypt, which makes me hopeful, as do the letters 
(In the" Times ") of the "Twenty years ReSident In Egypt," In 
which one finds the flavour of Moberly BelI-" only the old sea
serpent done up agaIn." 
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August 14 I think you ought to write a sonnH on the Mahdl's 
death the central Idea about him to me IS that he IS the only 
man DC the nineteenth century who IS known by hI;; deeds and not 
a~ all by his words I wrote some hnes myself, with which I here
with present you, but not expecting comphments 

SONNET ON THE MAHDI'S DEATH 

The GUide of Islam, silent, strong, world-known, 
Looked for peace won through battle's bloody fame, 
HIs brave, rash adversary now o'erthrown 
Who blindly m the tyrant's hvery came 
HIs ally, his foe's enemy, the Sun 
Had struck as If m scorn the parting host, 
The task that made a natIOn almost done, 
A people freed but at most cruel cost 
But hardly had he Viewed the promised land 
When blasting Sickness came and struck him low, 
And a scarred face was his and failing hand 
Who was so mighty but an hour ago, 
And a hushed army round the dim tent stood 
Wherem then Chief gave up his sword to God 

Write the sonnet yourself and lise my last two hnes, which I 
confess to thinking good, and publish It In your name I have a 
feeling that something ought to be done to dignify the Mahdl's 
memory, such efforts have been made to vulgarize It 

II FROM SIR ALFRED LYALL 

Namee Tal, May 21St, 1883 
My DEAR BLUNT, 

I must ~end a reply to your letter from Knebworth, though 
people m England do not usually set much store by letters from 
India, WhICh IS beyond the CIVIlIzed world What I want to say IS 
that I am very glad you are coming out to India to study the 
country-this time, and that I much hope you Will pay me a VISIt 
I have some rather extenSIve knowledge of Upper India, and of 
the leading natives, so that I may be able to put you In the way 
of seeing things as they are In regard to the very CUriOUS pOint 
mentIOned In your letter, why RaJputs are (to use the techmcal 
words) exogamous and Arabs endogamous, I can't offer an ex
planatIOn, save only by saying that Islam ovemdes and sweeps 
away all the obsolete prejudices of blood or caste that are at the 
bottom of exogamy Read McLennan, Morgan, and Maine-but 
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n'one of them will tell you exactly whence comes the Idea lYing at 
the root of the term" Incest," t.t, the offence of marrYlilg within ' 
certain prohlbl.tjd degrees 

When you come out we Will talk of Local Self-Government and 
the native magistrates' Junsdlctlon over Europeans I am myself 
a consistent liberal In these matters I think, with you, that our 
best chance of consolidating an Anglo-Indian eqlplre out here hes 
In abolishing prlVlleges and bringing forward the leading natives' 
to poltttcal equality with ourselves But we have been gOing so 
long on the other tack that the operation of changing our course' 
has to be managed with a steady hand, and not too suddenly 
Now there has been a lack of political seamanship In high quar
ters, and the vessel has got broadside to the Wind, and has shipped 
a sea or two; I think we shall get nght sopn, and I hope we shall 
not alter our poltcy But It must be always remembered that the 
whole business of governing India IS an expenment on a very 
large scale. I always maintain that It has not been attempted, on 
this scale, since the days of the Romans, and no one can yet de
Cide whether the poltcy of taking the natives Into our confidence, 
or of keepmg them out of all re/l.l power, IS the better for the 
Englzsh. For myself, haVing to choose between two llSks, I would 
select the risk of letting 10 the native, though If we do this 10 a 
hurry we may spoll everything, and provoke confusion, with a 
sangumary reactIOn-just as thmgs went too fast and led to a pre
mature cnsls 10 Egypt 

Smcerely yours, 
A. C LYALL. 

My DEAR BLUNT, 
Camp,January 16th, 1884. 

The foolish and Violent article about you in the" Pioneer" of 
this morning moves one's mdlgnatlon for more teasons than one. 
These attacks all emanate, to my knowledge, from Calcutta. 

I have hitherto wntten nothing whatever to officials ID these 
provmces regardmg your movements, as I believed you would 
prefer this But I shall now send word to Allygarh, and to the 
the Commissioner of Rohllcund, who IS 10 political charge of 
Ranpore, that It would be a total mistake to suppose that 10 these 
provmces the Government takes any sinister View of your pro
ceedmgs I am takmg every opportunity of declanng that I know 
you to have no mtentlOn whatever of propagating or encouragmg 
disloyalty. 

I hope you Will keep me mformed of your fortunes. 
Very smcerely yours, 

A. C. LyALL. 
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Lleut -Governor's Camp, N. 'V. Provinces, 
~ November 8/", J 884 

My DEAR BLUNT, • 

I am certainly dOIng what IS possible on my part, to aid Amlr 
Hassan's U mverslty project, but I fear he IS begInmng to discover 
sundry difficulties, especially In the way of lukewarmness and 
JealOUSies among hiS co-relIgionIsts For myself, I am glad to 
assist any measure that may tend to uphft the heads of the Mo
hammedans of these parts. I am not at all afraid pohtIcally of 
Islam In India, If th~y were at any time disposed to make them
selves troublesome, they would have to take the Hmdus mto very 
senous account I mentIOn thiS because people are Inclmed to 
have fits of vague panIc about the Mussulmans. If the RUSSians 
ever find It worth while to make a strong demonstration agamst 
India, they would make a mistake In lettIng loose the Affghans 
upon us, for that would throw Into our hands all the fight 109 
power and enthUSiasm of the HIndus But I doubt the Affghans 
bemg so shortsighted as to help the RUSSians across the Indus, as 
the subjugation of Affghamstan would be the IneVItable result of 
RUSSian success The" St James's Gazette" makes a great cry 
over Macgregor's "confidential" memorandum, which ~eems to 
have been very freely Circulated I totally dissent from the notIOn 
that we are on the brInk of some great catastrophe, though It IS 
certain that our am\)' IS far too weak, and that we could not enter 
upon a campaign agaInst a European Invader These milItary 
chiefs know httle or nothmg of the real state and temper of the 
Indian people, or of the elements of Internal trouble With which 
we have to deal And the articles In the "Times" upon the 
armies of NatIve States are WrItten upon second-rate mformatlOn, 
and are hkely to be very mischievous If they have Influence In 

high quarters. 
So much of Indian polItics. I took no personal offence what

ever at your artIcles 10 the" FortnIghtly" They are not Intended 
to be pleasant to the Anglo-Indian offiCial, and I may perhaps 
venture to say that here and there they are unnecessarIly un
pleasant. But I do not conceal my OpInIOn, In dlscussmg them 
out here, that there IS truth 10 much of what you say, though to 
my m10d the paper on race hatred IS rather overstramed, and 
wants the strength of moderatIOn I Wish you had gl\en }our 
readers some momentary glImpse of the other Side of the shield. 
Nevertheless you have, as I tell the folk here, given us much that 
IS salutary cntICIsm, and there IS no doubt that we Anglo-Indians 
are often a rough unplcturesque development of the contact be
tween East and 'Ve~t~ some of us findIng ourselves rather too 
suddenly placed 10 unfamilIar SituatIons, and haVIng emerged un-
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expectedly Into the fierce light that beats upon office On the 
other side, the Indians themselves do see both sides of t}le shield, 
and do not obJjCt to abate much in the matter of h,lgh politeful
ness, In consideratIOn of a strong and Intelligent sort of admmls
tratlOn, impartial among Jarrmg races and creeds They are them
selves not yet ready to supply thiS kmd of government, and they 
know ItS value Also they know, much better than most English, 
what a bad government, by exceedmgly courteous ASiatics, means 
Moulvi Saml-ullah is Just back from Egypt. I can see that he IS 
considerably Impressed by the badness of admmlstrattve mstltu
tlOns 10 Egypt, IS rather Inchned to ridicule them As for such 
very discreditable Incidents as that of Patna, they must occur now 
and then until the natives themselves pluck up courage to hit 
back or otherwise violently resent any personal msult Laws and 
magistrates can do much, but can never protect a whole people 
that does not stand up for Itself. Our magistrates are very fairly 
Impartial between the two races In Court, and the people are 
rather too fond of amng their grievances In a helpless manner. 

However, Lord Ripon has done a good deal towards stlmng up 
the natives to a sense of mdependence and a deSire to look after 
themselves-they now begm to see that If they Will only come 
forward the English nation Will meet them half way Lord 
Dufferm has but to let the leaven work, and not to give counten
ance to a reaction 

In Egypt I can anticipate nothmg but complications I cannot 
see how we can possibly stand balancmg as we do at present, 
keeping everything In suspense, Without some final stumble, and 
yet It IS becommg too late to Withdraw Probably our abandon
ment of the Soudan (which I thmk IS necessary) Will heighten the 
companson and accelerate some criSis-the Soudan IS Just the 
country that entangles the forces of a clVlhzed State, and where 
expeditions .are as water poured Into the sand 

Yours smcerely, 
A C. LYALL. 

Lleut -Governor's Camp, North-West Provinces, India. 
February 23,d, 1885 

My DEAR BLUNT, 
I am very sorry that my prediction as to the Soudan, quoted m 

your letter to me of Jan. 23rd, seems likely to be verified, as well 
as many predictions made by you. Never was such a demented 
pohcy followed so blmdly to mevltable failure and disrepute, 10 

open disregard of all the warmngs o( our Oriental experience, as 
that we see still bemg pursued 10 Egypt. However, I find, to my 
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great reher, that the conlre coup of our Egyptian blunders IS not 
much felten India, where they are mostly mdlfferent to the Mahdl 
and to our proceedmgs generally, though of courSd there IS much 
talk of our unlucky adventures m that country The Mahomedan 
generally IS mamly mterested m the Sultan, and Upper India 
keeps ItS eyes fixed on Affghamstan and on Russia's domgs m 
Central ASia 

I have Just read your "Fortmghtly" article on Hyderabad 
affairs, which article will, you fear, entirely fimsh Lord Lytton's 
regard for you I thmk, on the contrary, that he ought to be very 
much obliged to'you, for mstead of laymg upon the VIceroy the 
whole burden of your displeasure at Salar J ung's treatment III 

1876-77-78, you have discharged all your wrath upon that anony
mous bureau that you call the Calcutta Foreign Office. Not Lord 
Lytton, It appears, but poor little Tommy Thornton, who acted 
as ForeIgn Secretary at that time, and whom Lord Lytton treated 
with scant ceremony, was the author of the policy of curbing 
Salar J ung I observe that throughout your paper you denounce 
and conVict of the highest crimes the Calcutta ForeIgn Office, and 
that the Vlcero}s and Governor-Generals are represented as sm
nmg mamly by madvertence ThIs pecular tactlc'was mtroduced 
):>y the "Statesman" newspaper, and IS mtelllgible m a Journal 
that ~elects an antagomst \\ ho cannot hIt back when attacked, for 
of course the ForeIgn" Office, bemg Impersonal and bound to 
secrecy, IS dumb I tried to mduce Lord RIpon to let me roll 
over the" Statesman" when It once lIbelled me dIrectly, but he 
wouldn't let me use confidential papers I should hardly have 
expected, however, that so fearless and honourable an adversary 
as yourself would have adopted the same method 

I suppose I ought not to see anythmg comIc m bemg accused 
of bemg "even more absolutely Without moral scruple than" an 
English Foreign Secretary, or m readmg that the hIstory of the 
domgs of the Calcutta Foreign Office, With which I was long con
nected about the tIme of which you are treatmg, IS one of the 
most scandalous m diplomatiC annals, that the Calcutta ForeIgn 
Office dehberately encouraged the N lzam m VIce and dISSIpatIOn III 

order to retam power m hIS state, and, finally, that It IS mdlrectly 
responSible for Salar Jung bemg pOIsoned, but the SItuatIOn IS so 
novel that ItS ndlculous SIde most moves me It seems clear to me 
that you are not behmd the scenes, or you would see the thmg m 
the same COllllC hght, for It IS qUite m my power to prove that all 
these wIld accusatIOns agamst gentlemen who are Just like your
self m honour and mtegrlty, are unfounded and erroneous You 
must not reply that you are attackmg a system, or a department, 
not mdlvlduals, the poltcy of the Indian Foreign Office IS dIS-
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tlnctly directed by the IndlVlduals, the Viceroy and hIS Foreign 
Secretary, from time to time In office. And when you wnte that 
the policy of .the Calcutta Foreign Office IS one or organized 
aggressIOn wltn a VIew to annexatlon-a policy carned on, you 
Imply, in despite of weIl-meamng Governors.{ieneral-you are not 
only wrong. but the reverse is far nearer the truth Take the in
stance of Berar, It IS demonstrable by published papers that the 
attempt to annex and the whole poilcy of seizure was entirely Lord 
DalhOUSie's own With Lord DalhOUSie's departure the whole pro
cess of annexation (except for rebellion) ceased some thirty years 
ago, his annexatIOns were rather opposed than supported by the 
local officials and 1 chaIlpnge you to bring an Instance In which 
the Calcutta Foreign Office has since advocated Indian annexa
tIOns III regard to the assertIOn for which, to my amazement, 
you vouch on your personal testimony, that the Calcutta Foreign 
Office IS responsible for attempts made to corrupt the Nlzam's 
youth, I am qUite sure you could not prove It, for I know I could 
prove the contrary 

I hope you will ponder these words, and conSider whether such 
very serious charges ought to be made, except when you are face 
to face With men who can answer, or except when you actually 
produce, as you do nowhere In your article, the eVidence on which 
you rely. 

Lord R. Churchill stayed With me ~wo days I liked him much 
he seemed reasonable and moderate, and open-minded upon all 
Indian questIOns India. IS movmg forward very fast-whither, 
the gods alone know, or perhaps the gods are moving forward 
themselves too fast to have much time for speculatIOn on anything 
but their own future The Russian scare acts as a drag upon 
Indian radicalism, the advanced party does not want to let In 
Russia, and IS begmnlng to perceive that only the English can 
keep her out long. 

I am yours sincerely, 
A. C LYALL. 

Lieut -Governor's Camp, N.W. Provinces, India. 
May 4th, 1885 

My DEAR BLUNT, 
I was very glad to see from your letter of March 25th, that you 

are qUite ready to exchange explanations upon the disputable 
pOints In your article to which our correspondence refers. I will 
not go farther Into the entangled questions of Hyderabad polincs, 
except to say that I am prepared, lf necessary, absolutely to prove 
a1l that I have averred For example, I W111 prove that I, as 
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Foreign Secretary, wrote letters inSisting that weater care should 
be takencpf the young Nlzam's training and education, and that I 
pressed the pOint orally and by writing much mpre closely than 
Sir Salar Jung qUite liked Also I can prove, undeniably, that at 
my Instance the Government of India proposed to bnng to an 
Issue the" Statesman" attacks upon Sir R Meade by authOriZing, 
Indeed ordermg, Sir R Meade to prosecute the "Statesman" In 

London It was the Indta Office which refused to alIow the pro
secutIOn, the Calcutta Foreign Office and Meade were quite ready 
and resolute But 1 cannot quote documents, much less publish 
them, Without the consent of the Foreign Office and the India 
Office, so I cannot answer public attacks 

As you WrIte In such frIendly strain you will perhaps excuse me 
for expressing regret that the force and benefit of your articles on 
Indian affaIrS should be so much diminished (as they realIy are) 
by mcautlOus use of unverified mformatlOn I have nothing what
ever to say agamst the posItion you take up as an advanced Liberal 
and a Reformer In Indian politiCS, though I may not agree With 
all your Views, Of as to ways, means, and opportunities of reform 
but It seems to me that your ends would be more likely to be met 
If you assumed a more Impartial attitude You wllI never persuade 
the English nation that Anglo-Indian officials are all fools or 
knav~s You were qUite right to quote my letter m wrltmg to the 
India Office I Intended It as a mamfesto on your Side, but I 
should guess you could afford to pass by Lepel Griffin He IS 
down on hiS luck Just now, havmg lost the Foreign Secretaryship, 
and havmg been excluded, from Raoulpmdl Durbar, and he IS 
consequently very sore Indeed after such a tumble I am mclmed 
to be sorry for him as he IS an able fellow In hiS way, but never 
did man more completely wnte himself down. He has a vauntmg 
and exaggerated style that IrrItates people generalIy, and alarms 
the cautious offiCIals m high places HIS letter m the" Times" 
(early In April) for mstance, about hiS havmg been mtlmately 
acquamted With one hundred rulmg prmces of India, IS absurd 
grandlloquence, he only knows half a dozen worth mentIOn 
POlitIcally 

It IS hardly worth whIle that I should write to you about the 
present state of Indian feeling, for I fear you agree With Lord 
R ChurchIll's dictum that the English offiCial knows less than 
nothmg about what the natIves think Nevertheless, I may say 
that to me the Indian people at large appears to tmve come out 
wonderfully well dUring the Critical suspense we have been gomg 
through as to war or peace With RUSSia If wat came, I belIeve we 
should have the country well behmd us, and supportmg us agamst 
the RUSSIans, and I have little fear of mternal tumults or dIsorders 
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so long as we hold our own beyond or on the North-West frontier. 
The Russians are, I thmk, entirely mistaken 10 their votlon that 
they could stili up any trouble against us 10 India, where, on the 
contrary, theynave a very bad reputatIOn, and I fancy the natives 
do not worry themselves so much as you Imagine about our 
bureaucratic manners al)d blunders, so long as they feel they have 
a strong and honest government to keep the peace and keep out 
mvaders. This IS not, of course, the view of the advanced Liberal 
native, who naturally wants to rIse, but the great Conservative 
propertied classes have thiS feeling Just now 

I thought war was commg. RUSSia gave us a fair challenge by 
selzmg PanJdeh, but now I suspect that Gladstone IS onlyeasmg 
us down, and had never any mtentlOn of mcurnng more blood
gUilt mess HIS foreign policy has been most unlucky. He eVI
dently has no head for thiS part of government, and hiS dealmgs 
With the Soudan have been lamentable. Apparently he wlll fulfil 
your predictIOn that ··It Will end by their abscondmg Without 
making any arrangements at all." 

I Wish you would stand for a good Radical constituency 'and 
JOin John Morley I believe you are at heart much nearer the 
extreme left than the extreme right, and you could arrange to say 
nothmg about the game laws until you had saved your common 
country, abolished the Foreign Office and the Indian Council, and 
given India a dozen prOVinCial parliaments. Sincerely yours, 

A. C. LYALL. 

III LIEUT.-GENERAL GLOAG TO MR BLUNT 

2, Tanfield Court, Inner Temple, E C. 
August 19th, 1886. 

DEAR SIR, 
I read your letter 10 the" Times" of yesterday With great satis

faction, on the subject of Burmah. As I have been all over that 
country, I know a great deal about It, and will not fail from time 
to time, as heretofore, to do my best to expose those who have 
befooled Lord Dufferm 

I. InqUiry must be held mto the real causes of the Annexation 
2. I long ago pomted out that Young Thlbo, reputed son of the 

late Kmg Mengdom Meng, was neither a drunkard nor a debauchee, 
nor yet cruel Sir Grant Duff can tell now what he IS, as he has 
had him 10 charge. 

3 An mqulry must he held mto the method of makmg the Con-
• tracts entered mto by Mengdom Meng With the Bombay Burmah 

Tradmg Company In re the Teak Forests, and maps and plans of 
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the forests furnIshed, as also the number of trees cut down, and 
the num~r of young trees planted 

4 A general InqUIry Into the condItIons of trape In force be
tween us and the late Mengdom Meng, for the present King 
Thtbo IS a mere youth, crassly Ignorant of most things 

I fully antIcIpate that Independent members wIll take the 
questIOn up in the House, and you should do your utmost to help 
them as I also WIll do I wrote long ago (1878) that annexatIOn was 
wrong commercIally and morally, as well as qUIte unnecessary A 
strong ReSIdent, well supported, WIth a well-appoInted estabh~h
ment should have been located at Mandalay In 1879 when Meng
dom Meng died, the slave questIOn for ever settled, and order 
made to prevall, and the laws remodelled and respected-qUIetly, 
If not, under gentle but strong means I shall be glad to see you 
contInuIng along the paths of reason,.truth, honesty and JustIce In 
thIS matter. 

Yours SIncerely, 
A. K GLOAG, Lleut -General, late Comr R A In BntIsh Burmah 

NatIonal LIberal Club, August 25th, 1886. 

• • • • • • 
The whole affaIr has been a monstrous WIcked thIng ab tmtlo. 

I dId WrIte to the "TImes," but probably my letters were more 
truthful than they would have been agreeable to the mercantIle 
bodIes at Calcutta and Rangoon who I belIeve have beeq In the 
maIn the sole cause of our polIcy In Burmah Yours truly, 

A K GLOAG. 
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