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Britain and South Africa

THERE is no doubt that,in matters
relating to the Indian community in
South Africa, British public.opinion
- is far better informed today than
twenty mounths ago, when the memor-
able deputation of Transvaal Indians
left the shores of South Africa on
their campaign of education. There is
.not a journal of first-class importince
within the 'United Kingdom that ig
not ax. far! with the whole British
Indian position to-day, abd scarcely
one that is not [avourably inclined to
the British Indian cause. For that
the thanks cf the Asiatic coinmunities
" of the sub-continent are due in no
-small degree to Mr. Ritch and the
South Africa British Indian Committee
in London. But for the labours of
the unselfish men who. have .been
 proud to become members of that
"Committee, and the constunt stream
of authentic information that has been
distributed by 'it, no such’ article as
‘that which we reproduce from the
Yorkshire Daily Post, in another
column, could possibly have appeared,.
‘nor would Mr. Ritch’s comments
thereon have carried the amount of
weight that is given to them by
thoughtful and unbiised men and)|
woimmen at Home to-day. Suc

.Ainevitably prove

h an ! Jeopardlch by their impulitic, seltish, -

possibly could. There is no doubt
whatever that, in the minds of the
multitude, who always shout the
loudest regarding that of which they
are least informed, the only status
that should be allowed tu the Asiatc,
not to speak of other culoured people,
is that'of hewer ol wood and drawer
of,watx._r : that he should be permitted
‘freedom of movement and of activn,
that he should be allowed fairplay,
subject to general restrictions univers-
ally applicable, is- inconceivable to
them. We concede at once that there
is a very appreciable minority who
refuse in any way to reconcie their,
consciences to the promotion of such
a reactionary policy, but those who
have the courage to voice thuir
heterodox views in public are herous
in the strife—and the race of heroes
has never been prolifie.

One important  lesson nay  be
learnt by the South Afrtcan (Govern-
ments, from the inferences to be drawn
from a perusal of the article to which
we have already referred.  That is,
that, in their present and future
relations with the Asiatic communities,
they will need to walk extremely
warily, lest a worse thing ULefal them
than even that which disturbed the
Transvaal less than six months ago.
These unrepresented communities
have found a powerful and legitimate
weapon aguinst which there s no
possibility of battling successfully, In
a strugzle where the nh"mn, the sell:
respect, or the self-nterest of the
potential victims of an unjust policy is
at stake, * passive resistance” must
victorious.  And
more than that, there will undoubtedly
be aroused, in the minds of they
increasingly educated pubticat Home,
a sense of growing hostility towards
those who show such little respect for
the ethical principles  involved; so
llitte regard for the hnperial fabrie

*organization, paradoxical as mayappear | and disastrous campaizn of repression -
the suggestion to the casual reader, | and conliscation, -

Indians who have paid their own
passage out here.  Of the former

61,441 were free, and 41,416, under

indenture.  Let us take the indent-
ured people alone, for the moment.
Assuming that the average monthly
wage of cach was, say, nine shillings,
we find that their earnings for the year
wefe £223,6)6. What proportion of
this amount leaves the Colony? The
Protector shows that the

during rgoy, was £22,597 1os. He
adds that £2,033 118, was remitted
through his department to India
during the year, whilst a total of
409,968 odd was remitted through
the Postmaster-General,  This last
amount, however, covers the sum sent
to India Dy Indians of all classes,
whether free or ‘indentured. I we
take the amount remitted through this
charnel by the indentired Indians
as one-third of the whole, an absurdiy
large  proportion, we lfind  some
£23,323 sent in this manner, Thus,
the total sum sent to India by the
indentured Indians of the Colony for
1907 was the enormous amount of
£,48,000, or little more than £t per
head. Contrast this with £201,281,
nine-tenths of the total eaenings of
these frugal folk, and we see at, once
that the [Fitness has exaggerated the
position almost five-fold,  And the
discrepancy must by even  greater
when the Endian trader is considered.
He has actually brought a2 great deal
of capital into the Colony frum India,
has sunk 1t in a more or less remuner-
ative business, into which he puts the
greater part of each year's profits, hike
a wise merchant.  Surely the 1 1fness

does not wish to go to the extreme of |

denying to the Indian trader that
amount of average commonsense with-
out which he would be a tremendous
failure as a businessman!  Our con-
temporary does not do justice to its
own powers of logie,  If it would
Leultivate themm more, and forbear to
i attack inutfensive people so wantonly,

declared-
savings ol the returning immigrants;
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refrain - cven than that primary lesson, from
like the Report under review. It dues
S a single suggestion as to

it would, as a matter of course,
from perpetrating absurdities | 1
unto- that which we have criticised : not contam

ab'ovc. "of the liberty of those Indians who

“are already resident in the. Dominion.
Tug Rand Daily Mar! coxTalxs THE Reference is.made to thg restriction
following note om a :of immigration alone. ~ Ounce the

A Lesson and not uncommon inci- barrier is passed, freedom ot action is !

dent in South Africa: as much the right of the legitimate
. Indian immigrant as of his white
An object lesson in the eficct of col-

ition i i . fellow-colonist.
vuted compelition is provided by the case i N
of the Trc?mdc:g Restaurant, where, on _ principle of justice that_‘has not l?een
Sundav last, six European whiters and - Jegrnt by any. of the South African
and two cooks were paid off, their places - Colanies. The immigration question

Leing taken by Indians. It seems that o . 2 s
Imlifn waiters and cooks were formerly - IS sealed in South Africa, cxcept n so

employed at the Trocadero at wages | [ar as, from selfish ll_totiv:cs alon?, the
ranging from £7 to £9 per month. ' Natal Government aids in the intro-
About two months ago, however, the

manager decided to try an experiment . . .
with gliu:'l:q:vc:ms. Accro};dinglypllc dis- : cantracts amounting, in the ultimate,

missed the Indians, and engaged six _to conditions of serfdom, .The
European waiters and two cooks, paying ! solution of the question of Asiatic
them £g for the first month, rising 1o . immigration is not retarded by any

A10 per month afler the second month, . . "
wilhpl’ood. The two months’ exper. - 2ction on the part of thf: I“dli_m
ists persis-

ment, however, has not proved enconrag- | community. Yet the colon
tently blame that community for the

ing. The manager comp'ains that a

very large nwnber of men passed throngh : 5 <

his hands, and that the majority of them ew:l w;ought by the N'lt.‘.‘ll (.'U\lenment’
were nol salisfactory, although amongse  and of set purpose determine upon a
them there were some with excellent | policy devised to harry, persecute, and
credentinls.  Consequently he has felt | exteriinate those Asiatics who have

himsell compelled tv revert 1o Indian lere ]
servants, and to-day there are eight fewer., lawfully entered. the country, and who

billets open to Emopeans, Some of the ! have loyally a!aided, asa ('ommunéty,
men wha have heen djsmi sed complain | by every public ubligation to which
Witerly that they were mever given a | they have been a party. The contrast

chance of w:rking at lower wages; but . s
the manager contends that he gels better between South Alrica an\?f'l(l:m:?dlijsls
1 fcloser

~ work and more eflicient service from the + UDPleasant enough. ]
Indians, who conszquently give greater - union ” make the sub-continent more
satisfaction o his customers, and thus amenable to the dictates of reason

increase his trade, . o . .
The managet can scarcely be blumed and conscience ?

for consulting his own interests, but e |
incident supplies a wsefal object lesson.
Tt is by no means an isolated cxample,
but it serves as a practical illustration of
the fact that, so long as coloured lahour
is cheap and plentiful, so long wi I there |
never exist any inducement to- attract
Europeans. ok
The facts are most Iteresting, but
is not the conclusion rather that, so .
long as coloured labour is efficient and |
reliable, it will always be preferred Yic
employers of labour, to inefficient and |
unreliable white labour ?

a Moral.

Natal Indian Congress -

Sympathize with Mr. Essop Mia -

Substantial Help for Mr. Ritch's
Committee.

A mecting of the Natal Indian
ongress was held in the Congress
Hall, Pine Street, Durban, on Tues-
day evening, Among those present
i were the President (Mr, Dawad Ma-

Tue Rer.er or Mg,

) MACKENZIE | Rustomjee, Ismail Gora,
King, the

/ Abdul Cadi
Canadian | M, C. Anglia, Dada O3 full

man, Abdulla

The represedative, who re- ' Haji Adam, S. J. Rq i
Immigration cently visited England to = Haf:k, H()’Usinj Cli;léli?:na,HAbéuI
Problem confer with the Tmperial Jooma, P. V., sanghavee ::nd o?lss-lm
in authorities on the reat L Mrs. g, R:ln(i:ria ,ru ed luf:i
Cadada problem of Indian  im. e an

Mr Darsee Rustoms conde
migration inte the Dy fulrlu\;-?r ce Rustomjee seeonded the
minion, and which Report will be
found reproduced cliewhere in this
issue, is of consuming interest, Bvery
word of 1t appears to breathe a sense * apg bratal attack recent] de
of responsibilily, in rigard to Imperial Johannesbure upon the CK- ;nace at
obluL.-,.allnns‘ on the part of Sir Wilfrid- . the British :imli:m 'A;soci'.‘tlrman\or
Laurier's (;urernmen_t, and it is clear lissop Mia) and authoris "h‘?ll (1 !r.
that :f any Colonizl minister js man and the Secret o8 the Chair-
. deserving of the high title of States. ! Congress to send ‘co )_e.arlcfs o e
man, the cultured French Canadian lution to the Bri(ishlicsd?l this feso-
Bremier is_lhe man.  If the various « tion of Johatmcsburrr“ tllan I:?SSD'C!?_
South African Colonies . would but Islamic Society, Mr. o ¢ A amidia
learn from the example set them by " Ixpiax O[‘I\'lg:."” $ S0P Mia and
the great Dominion, such incidents | [y, Dada (;:n )
as the “ passive resistance " campaign  subject’ f the S
of the Transvaal could not Rave
happened.  But m e may be learnt,

ng resolution

,Fhis meeting of the Natal Indian

P Longress hiuteby expresses its heart.
felt sorrow rewarding  he cowardly

an introduced the
Subj of the_ South Africa British
“Indian Committee ang pointed out

‘the necessi intaing
; essity of maintaining  that

‘legislation or regulations restrictive -

- duction of Indianm labourers under-

- homed) in the chair, Messrs. Parsee |

[

"excellent Institution. Mr. Hassim -
{ Jooma, Mr. Abdul Cadir, and several
- others followed and urged the Con-
gress to vote a_sum of money towards_
! the up-keep of the Committee.
Mr. Ismail Gora proposed that

#.300 be sent to Mr, Ritch for the’
. use of the Committee in London.
Mr. Abdul Hack seconded .the
| proposal and it was agreed upon by
, the members of the Congress,

It is that elementary

An Indian’s Licence

Licensipg" Board’s Decision Quashed

In -the - Natal Supreme Court. on
| Wednesday last, before a full Banch,
| an appeal was brought by Mr. Hillier
| on bebalf of an Indian, M.-A. Kajee,
i against a decision of the Licensing
| Board for the Mapumuto division, in
refusing 10 confirm a renewal of a
- trading licence granted by the Licens-
ing Officer. A appeal against the
[ renewal of the licence had been
| brought before the Board by a Mr.
i Whittaker, store manager.

T'be appeal from the decision of the
i Licensing Board rested upon the
rground principally that one of the
members of the Board, Mr. Carter, was
not a fit and proper person to deal
with the application, because he was a
storekeeper in the same division.

It was shown that Mr, Carter’s store
was distant from the appellant’s store
18 miles by native track, and 30 miles
by road. ) . .

Mr. Hillier, who appeared for the
appellant, urged that the question of
distance did not enter into the ques-
tion, as it was impossible under the
circumstances to free Mr. Carter {rom.
suspicion of bias. He claimed also
that Mr. Whittaker's objections arose
solely from the fact that the appellant
was an Indian. K

Mr, Hillier also submitted-that Mr.
- Whittaker,veing only an employee, had
no direct tangibie and personal interest
rand could not therefore oppose the

licence. . -
Mr. Hosking appeared for the ob-
jector, Mr. Whittaker, and claimed
that his client had a sufficient interest

i to oppose the granting of the licence.
I The Chief Justice held that there
was nothing to entitle them to say that

! Mr. Carter had such an interest in the
matter as to disqualify him from sitting
on the Board. He, however, thought
that storekeepers were undesirable per-

| 5005 to sit on such Licensing Boards.
' Mr. Carter’s business was situated such
| a distance away that there was nothing
 to show that he would be a rival Store-
| keeper. If Mr. Whittaker had any
. Interest at all it was speculative or
;2 prospective interest. He did not’
| profess to be acting on behalf of his
cemployers.  His interest was not
| sufficient to justify him in opposing
the granting of the licence. No per-
son was entitled to appeal unless he

- had a direct personal and substantial .
' inlerest,
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Mr. Justice Beaumont and Mr. Jus-
tice Broome concurred. )

The-Court quashed the proceedings
of the Licensing Board, but refused an
application by the appellant for costs,

. Mr. Justice Broome, however, dissent-

ing from th> decision in respect to
costs.— Zwmes of Nalal. o

The Natat Bills

Estcourt Approves

A Tumes of Natal special states

_that a public meeting for the purpose

of discussing the three important
RBills relating to Asiatics which are
coming before Partiament next sessigr

was held in the Agricultural Hall,

Estcourt, on the 3oth ulto. There
was a small attendance, about twenty
gentlemen being present, amongst
whom were the hon.- H. D. Wiater,
M.L.A,, Mr. J. W. Moor, M.L.A,
members for Weenen County, and
Messrs. R. M. K. Chadwick, C. B.
Lloyd, A. Stuart, H. H. Janion, and
others, ~ co-

Mr. A, Stuart, President of the Agri-

‘cultural Society, who took the chair, |

said he wished to lay before them the
three Bills for - consideration, ~“and
thought the Government was acting
wisely in- bringing them [orward.
Retrenchment was pressing hard on
the whites, and still more Indians
were being imported into the country.
It was said that the tea, wattle, and
other industries would suffer if Indian
Jabour were to be withdrawn, but he
maintained that the work could be

- better performed by Europeans:: . .

. . . The coolic competition was
unfair to the white population, as in-
stanced by their cultivation of fields-

. on the Sabbath Day, and in cther

. Bills in Parliament.. .
. 1877 there were only about eight

ways.” He wished to move:

“That
this meeting may ask our members to
give their support to-the Government
to enable them to pass the first two
of these Indian Bills, and that they
will support the Government, and en-
deavour to make the third -Bill a
workable law.” .

Mr. R. H. Magee seconded the
resolution.

Mr, Winter said he wouid preler
that the members should be left with
a free hand in dealing with these
. v o« In

" licences held by Indians and Arabs.

" Now,all over the country, so many of

the good positions are taken up by
the ubiquitous Asiatics. _The second
Bill had his full support. With re-
gard to the third Bill, to prohibit the
holding of licences by Indians after
ten years, he was sorry the limit was
‘not five years instcad ol ten, as the
_Sooner the question was brought to a
head the better. He considered five

" years would give the Asiatic ample

time to sell out his stock, and that
compensation should be, given, based
On an estimate or return ot the nett
profit during the last two years of the
ﬁ\’f:- Lle thought- the Bill required
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a tot of alteration. . . . . . .

-Mr. J. W. Moor, speaking of the
second of the threx Bills, said it was
a most important measure, having re-
gard to the fact that it was striking
at vested interests, which had been
allowed to grow up and be acquired
by the Asiatic. He said he had been
much impressed by the speech the
other day by Mr. Smythe, with whom
he thoroughly agreed. The Indian
bad nd representation, and we were,
therefore, the guardian of his inter-
ests. He (the speaker) would like to
see them removed, but in do’ng so
we must be fair almost to a puint of
generosity. It occurred to him that it
would be better, before introducing

these measures, that_the Government

should take steps to ascertain what
the cost to the colony of compensa-
tion would be, and how the indus-
tries would be affected by the Bills,
and he would like to sce a small
Commission appointed to go into
these questions. The third Bill he
would strongly support, and he also
thought the members should be al-
lowed a free hand in dealing with the
Bills. . . . . . . . . . .

br. R, M, K. Chadwick thought
that the whole colony was deeply in-
debted to the Government for. their
honest endeavour to remedy an evil

‘which was stretching throughout the

length and breadth of the Colony.
_ He moved the following
resolution-:  ** That this meeting ap-

. - . .

.proves of the prihciples of the Bills,
“leaving the details in the hands of the

members.” :

Mr. H. H. Janion, in an able
speech, congratulated listcourt on be-
ing the first to hold a public meeting
to discuss these most important Bills.
He said for many years it had been
recognised that the Indian as an in-
habitant was a failure, and the ques-
‘tion was staring the colony in the face
as to how to get rid of the terrible in-
cubus. . . . Mr. Janion
supported the principles of the first
Biil, but considered that further in-
denture should be stopped in eighteen
months, and we should not wait
untid 19r1. . . . . Speaking in
regard to the second Bill, he thought
that the Bill which had been intro-
duced some time ago by Mr. Ralph
Tatham, and which was thrown out,
was a better measure, as it had ng re-
gard to colour, and the difliculty of
class legislation would be overcome,
instead of aiming directly at the Arab.

‘He endorsed Mr. Winter's opinion

that the time of the holding of licen-
es by Arabs should be reduced from
ten years to five, and considered that
compensation should be fixed on a
sliding scale based on the turnover.
He moved the following
ment ;—* That this meeting approves
of the principles of the three Bills
proposed to be introduced by Govern-
ment at the coming session of Parlia-
ment,  and entitled No. 1 * Bill to
put an end to the furlher introduction
of indentured Indiap immigrants;”
No. 2, % Bill tu bring to an end the

amend-

..

— [ U P

issue of new trading licenu2
ans ;7 No, 3, “Bill to prohis
a certain time the holding of tr.
licences by Indians.” o

No 1. That thetime for thestoppnge
of further introduction of indentured
Indian immigrants be fixed on as 315t
December 190g, instead of the 3oth
day of Junc 19v1. No. 2 That in
licu of this Bill, the objects will be
better attained by confining fature
Hcences to persons whose names aré®
on the voters' rolls, as regards bor-
oughs and townships, and, outside
boroughs and townships, on the
voters' rolls for Parliamentary elec-
tions ; that.women of European de-
scent trading on their own account
shall ‘alone be exempted (rom this
clause,” .No. 3. That as regards com-

 pensation, it should be paid on a

sliding scale according to the turn-
over of the business in each particular
case, and providing that every -exist-
iy Indian licence shall be termin-
able not later than-the 3ist day of
Preeemiber, 1913.  That the attention
of Government be drawn to Section
16 of Act No. 43, 1898, which pro- -

 vides that every licence (other than -

those issucd to joint stack companies)

shall specify  the proper Christian
name and surname of the person or

pursons to whow it is granted, and
that the officers appointed to issue
trade licences be instructed 1o Tuture -
To conform with this provision.”

Mr. C. B, lLioyd, secconded Mr.
Chadwick’s resolution,

Alr. Rhode spoke in support of
and seconded Mr. Janion’s amend-
ment, which Mr. Janion withdrew in
favour of Mr. Chadwick’s proposition.
The | Chairman also withdrew his
motion in favour of Mr. Chadwick's,
which, on being put to the mecting,
was carried unanimously. - :

Mr. F. A. R. johnstone, M.L.A,
addressing his constituents at Padda-
fontein (Dundee} on the zoth ulto.,
said be was in favour of stopping (ur-
ther'importation of Indians, but not
at once. Some of our biggest indus-
tries were carried on by Indian labour,
and.from some of these industries we
reaped a substantial benefit, especially
tea, fur he could well recollect, and
not so very long ago, when we were
paying 3s. and 4s. per Ib. for tea, .
.ol . The Indian merchant had
ten years to clear out, and in that
time make arrangements to sell his
property, and with this he was in full
accord and would certainly vote for
it. In former times we had as Kaffir
storckeepers white men in the loca-
tions who purveyed for the needs of
the Kaftir, and they were a success,
and spent their money in Lthe eountry,
At present what have we earrying on
trade and taking money out of the
comntry ? - Siniply the refuse of their
own-countries, and one-third of then:
probably not even Brlish subjects.
Q! course, the Indian born in Natal
maust remain, but his trading instincts
can be considerably curlazled,—
1Vitness.
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< Gandhi’s Address-
. Before the Y.M.C.A

) Full Text

% )re Asiatics and the Coloured Races

a Menace to the Empire ? "
Foox
.'ﬁle following address was given
by Mr. M. K. Gandhi, Barr-at-Law,
before the Y.M.C.A., Johannesburg,
in moving the negative in a debate
on the question, “are Asiatics and
the coloured races a menace to the
Empire ? "1 — .

It scems to me somewhat remark-
able that a question of this description
should arise at all, or that there should
be any debate whatsoever as to whether
coloured races are a menace to the
Empire. [ think that a question of
that description could arise only in
the Colonies, or, better still, only in
- some of the Colonies. In a well-
ordered society industricus and in-
telligent men can never be a menace.
If they have any defects the very order
of the society corrects them. At the
same time, we, as practical men and
women living in this very practical
age,- have to face facts as they are,
and, seeing that questions of this
description arise in the Colonies, it
is undoubtedly well that we should
discuss them and debate upon them ;
and, to my mind, it is a very happy
augury for the future that your huinble
servant can be called upon to give his
views on the question before an audi-
ence like this, and { think it is alsu
a happy augury that this hall is so
well filled, showing the keeo interest
taken in the subject,

_By the term “coloured people”
generally I think we understand only
offspring of mixéd marriages, but, in
conneclion with the question belore
us this evening, the term “ coloured
people” has been taken more com-
prehensively, and has been made to
include-the coloured people proper—
the Africans and the Asiatics, My
own observations and experience, as
you know, are confined very largely
to British Indiang, my own fellow-
countrymen, but, in studying the I-
dian question, I have endeavoured to
study the question as it affects the
Africans and the Chinese. It seems
to me that both the Africans and the
Asiatics have advanced the Empire
as a whole ; we can hardly think of
South Africa without the African

b

! white man may not co-exist with the |’

. has certainly shown in some of his
| writings that 1t was really a respon-

. ple, to act as trustees for the coloured

coloured man. Be that as it may, he

sibility thrown on the whitfe‘people,
more particularly on the British peo-

races. But have the white people
acted as trustees? Would you con-
sider that your own wards were a
menace to yourselves, The majority
of people in South Africa, the majority
of people in most of the Colonies, |
have become impatient of colour, and
it behoves- every right-minded man
and woman to think twice before he
or she jumps to Lhe conclusion that
the coloured people are a menace
and that, therefore, they ought to be
got rid of with the greatest possible
dispatch.

We hear nowadays a great deal of
the segregation policy, as if it were
possible to put people in watertight
compartments. Captain Cooke has
written to the papers and has taken
the trouble of discussing the same
question with me, and has propounded
a policy of segregation. [ had no
hesitation in telling him that, in my
own opinion, based now on 14 years’
observation and study, such a scheme,
if it' was meant to people some “por-.
tions of East Africa with coloured
people only, or, better still, with
Asiatics only, was not possible of
fulfilment, How_ are you poing to
restrict Asiatics to some parts-of the
carth only. Will they be content to
have those portions of the carth which
may be apportioned to them and
which are unfit fur white occupation ?
I have certainly nevér been able to
find any justification for the colour
barrier. In the words of Mr. Cham-
betlain, it is possible to make dis-
tinctions on the ground of want of
education, on the ground. of criminal-
ity, or some such ground. Then
there will be uo cry of segregation.
- But from the present civilisation, or,
rather, from western civilisation,
there flow two propositions, which
have almost become maxims to live
by—I call them fallacious maxims.
They are “might is right” and
‘ survival of the fittest.” ‘Those who
have propounded these two maxims
have given a meaning 1o them. [ am
not going into the meaning that might
be attached in- our minds to them,
but they have said undoubtedly by
“ might is right " that physical might

races, And who can think of the
British Empire without India? South
Africa would probably be a. howling
wilderness without the Africans. I do
not think that the white man would ]
have come to South Africa at all if]
there had been no native races, i
This brings me to the Witte Manw's 1
Burden as Kipling has called it. His |
writings, to my mind, have been very |
much misunderstood.  We know now
also that he himself has very consider.
ably, with extended experience, re.
vised his views, and he no longer
thinks that the coloured people are a
menace to the Empire, or that the

is right, that physical strength-is right
and supreme. Some of them have
also combined intellectuat strength
with physical strength, but I would

replace  both these with the heart

strength, and I say that nobody with

merely physical might and intellectual
might -can ever enjoy that strength |
that can proceed from the heart, It

never can be that mere intellectual

or mere physical strength can ever

supersede  the heart-strength or, as

Ruskin would say, social affections.

A quickening and quickened soul

responds only to the springs of the

heart,

That is the difference between
western and eastern civilisationp [

know that I am treading on very -

dangerous and delicate ground, We
had the:distinction given to us by so
great an authority as -Lord Selborne
only a short time ago, and 1 have

i,

very humbly and very respectfully to

differ from His Excellency’s views, It
appéars that w stern civilisation s
destructive, eastern civilisation is con-

structive.  Western civilisation is
centrifugal, Lastern civilisation s~
centripetal, Western ciwvilisation,
therefore, is naturally disruptive,

whereas eastern civilisation combines.
I believe also that western civili a-
tion is without a goal, eastern civili-
sation has always bad the goal before
it.*I do not mix up or confuse western
civilisation ‘with Christian progress.

- I decline to believe thaf it is a symbol

of Christian progress that we have
covered a large part of the globe with
the telegraph system, that we have
got telephones and ocean greyhounds,
and that we have trains running at a
velocity of 50 or even 6o miles per
hour. I refuse to believe that all this
activity connotes Christian progress,

but it does connote western civilisa- -

tion. I think western civilisation also
represents tremendous activity, east-
ern’ civilisation represents contemp-
lativeness, but it also sometimes re-
presents lethargy. The people in
India, the people in China—I leave
Japan for the time being.—having
been sunk in their contemplative
mood, have forgotten the essence of

the thing, they have forgotten that in .

transferring their activity from one
sphefé of life to another sphere of
life, they had not to be idle, they had
not to be lazy. The result is that
immediately they find an obstacle in
their way, they simply sit down. It
is necessary that that civilisation
should come in contact with that of
the west, it is necessary that that eivi-
lisation should be quickened with the
western spirit. Immedjately that fact
is accomplished T have no doubt aiso

that the castern civilisation will be- -

come preédominant, because it has a
goal, I think you will see easily that
a civilisation or a condition in which
all the forces fly away from the centre
must necessarily be without 2 goal,
whereas those which converge to a
point have always a goal. It is then
necessary for these two civilisations
to meet and we shall have a different
force altogether, by no means a
menacing (orce, by no means a force
that disunites, but a force that unites.
The two forces are undoubtedly op-

posing forces, but perhaps in the .

economy of nature both are necessary.
Only we, as intelligeat human beings
with heart and soul, have to see what
those forces are, and have to use
them, not- blindly but intelligently,
not anyhow and haphazard, but with
a goal in view., Immediately that is
done there is no difficulty whatsoever
in two civilisations meetings and meet-
ing tor a good purpose.

(o e continusd),
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Canada and Indian
T Immigrants.

Mr. Mackenzie King's Report

The iollowing is from the pen ol
The Trmes Ottawa correspondent :

According to the report ul My,
Mackenzie King presented to Varlia-
ment to-day, there is  Teason o

believe that a satislactory solution of |

the vexed problem o immigration
from India into the Dominivn has

been solved as @ result of the recent |

negotiations between Canada and

Great Britain without the necessity of |

enacting any legislation either in
Canada or India, and in a manner
which ts as much in the interests.of

the native races of India as it is des- |

irable in the interests of the people of
the Dominion, The report suggests
that, as foreign relutions and consi-
derations of high lmperial imporance
are involved in the que-tion ol Orien-
tal immigration, a menimum of publi-
city in the matter of representations
bearing onl the subject is desirable.
Enough is said, however, to afford a
satisfactory understanding as’ to the
outcome of the mission, -

Reterring to his interviews with the
British authoritics, Mr. Auackenzie
King says:—

Of the interest taken iu the
subject of my mission by the
British Ministers and by the offi-
cials of several departments with
whom, by their directicn, T was
privileged to confer, I cannot
speak too strongly, nor can I lay
too great  emphasis  on
sympathetic manner with which
the representations made on be-
half of the pevple of Canada

" were received, nor on the frank-

- ness and fulness with which the

whole subject, in its many bear-
ings, was discussed. .

The yeport goes on to say that the
question of the Immigration of the
peoples of the Orient and the problems
to which it gives rise are by no means
new to the British authorities; that
Australia, South Africa, and India
have each forced a comsideration of
the subject upon the attention of
British statesmen for years; and that
this has afforded Engiand an appreci-
ation of Canada’s position,

Local Rights and Imperial Obligations

The report says:—That Canada
should desire to restrict immigration
-from the Orient is regarded as natural ;
that Canada should remain a white
nian’s country is bhelieved to be not
only desirable for economic and
<Social reasons, but highly necessary
on political and national grounds ;
that in matters which so vitally affect
her own welfare Canada is the best
judge of the course to bz adopted,
and that as a self governing Dominion
she cannot be expected to refrain from
- enacting such measures by way of
Testriction as in the discretion of her
pPeople ‘are deemed most expedient,
must be admitted.  As a corollary to

the-
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this right of seli-government there is

an understanding that British interna-

tional
- nexions shall plice no restriction on
s the right of the Dominion to legislate
as.may be most desirable in matters
affecting immigration.  While Cana-

and respected, Canuda’s position as
part of the British Empire is regarded
as affording a sufficient guarantee
“that the exercise of her plenary powers
in this particular will not be without
- due regard to the obligations which

* citizenship within the Empire entails.
" The dttitude of the Canadian Govern-
ment, as shown by the present mission,
was regarded as aifording a most wel-
come and opportune expression of
| Canadu's recognition of her responsi-
i bilities.  Nothing could have been
more cordial than the appresiation
I everywhere expressed that in a matter
1so vitally affecting the interests of
British subjects in remote parts of the
Empire Canuda should have been the
first to seek a conference with the
parts affected, su that the several
policies might be brought into har
mony and wiser counsels of concilia-
tion madé to prevail in dealing with
the problem of Oriental immigration
within the Empire.  wWhile new obli-
gations are encountered, ppoTLtNitics
fur. arrangement and convession are
afforded which are often impossible as
Jbetween  countries  under  distinet
suvereignties, and itis upon this basis
evidently that a  solution of the
question outlined in the repurt has
been reached. -

An Unsuitable Class of Labour

Mr, King says it is clearly recog-
nized that the native of India is not
& person suited to this country ; that,
accustomed as mary are to a tropical
climate, and possessing manners and
customs -unlike those of the Canadian
people, their inability readily to adapt
themselves to surroundings entirely
different could not do other than en-
tail an amount ‘v privation and
suffering which render the discontinu-
ance of such immigration most des-
irable in the inierest of the Indians
themselves. It is recognized, too,
that the competition of this class of
labour, though not likely to prove ef-
fective if left to ftself, might nonc the
less, were the numbers to become
considerable. oceasion considerable
unrest among  working  men whose
standard of comfort is of a higher
order, and who, as citizens with family
and civic obligitivns, have expendi-
tures to mect and a sfafns to maintain
which the coolie imnigrant is in a
position wholly to ignore,

- Mr. King says that his inquiry in
-British Columbia last year into the

were indured to rome to Caunada re-

vealed that, as fur a5 India was con-

among other influences, to the distri-
bution throughout certain rural dis-

methods by which Orient:d labourers |

albarces and  Briush con- -

oppuortunities for fortune 245 S
British Columbia, which caufi——
Indian peasants and farers to w
gage their homesteads at rates o
interyst varying from 15 to 20 per
cent., and that the activity of certain

‘ : steamship agents desirous of selling
" dian autonumy is thus {ully conceded

transportation and  profiting: by the

comaissiun, as well 1 as the activity of
certain individuals in British Colum-

bia, amvng the number one or two

Brahmins who were desirous of exploit-

ing their fellow-subjects, and of indus-

trial concerns anxious to obtain un-

skilled labour at a price betow the

current rate, has been in the main

tesponsible for this. A few natives

atay, he says, have emigrated to

Camada of their own accord, or be-

ciause of the desire of their relatives,

but if the aforementioned influences

had not been exerted it is doubtful it

the number would have been ap- .
preciable,

Mr. King's report on Oriental immi-
gration to Canada showed that over
7,000 Indians came to Canada last
year through the port of Vancouver.

Deterrent Measures

There is no suggestion in Mr.
King’s report that British subjects in
India should not be allowed freedom
of entry and residence in Canadu, and
the arrangement effected does not ap-
pear to go further than is caleulated
to connteract the influences which
huve been at work to foster immigra-
tion prompted by commercial reasons
solely and without regard 1o the wel-
fare and wellheing of the emigrants
thumselves.  These several influences
have been counteracted, and an ef-
fective restriction has been obtained
by administrative measures, The
misleading effects of the distribution
by interested parties of literature to
th= classes described have been offset
by warnings which the Government of
India has issued whereby the natives
have become informed of the risks in-
volved in emigration to Canada and
ot the actual conditions to be expent-
ed. ‘The steamship companies res.
ponstble for recruiting emigrants have
been given to understand that the
Gevernments of Great  Britain and
Canada and the authori ies in India
do not view 'with favour action on
their part caleulated to foster further
emigration.  "The power of steamship
companies te ignore the wishes of
the Government is rendered largely
inuperative by the application  to
unmigration from India of o regula-
tion of the Dominion Government
prohibiting the landing in-Canada of
immigrants who come otherwise than
by continuous journey from the coun-
try of which they are natives or

Peitizens and upon through tickets

cerned, immigration had not been .
spontaneous, but owed its -existence, !

purchased in that country,

The Indian Emigration Act of 1383 -
is shown o have been framed with a
view to allording protection to natives
ol India who at the instance of private
individuzls or corporations may be
induced to leave to work under inden-

tricts of India of gluwing accounts of ture of agreement for hire in other
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o the Empire or in foreign
.afids, so as to prevent injustice as
“well as hardship and privation to the
natives. The Act provides that emi-
gration under agreement to labour
for hire is not lawful except to coun-
tries the Governments of which have
made such laws and other provisions
as the Governor-General of India in
Council thinks sufficient to protect
emigrants. Canada not having enact-
ed such laws, itis pointed out that
emigration from India to Canada un-
der agreement to labour for hire i5
unlawiul under the Indian Emigration
Act, and it is suggested that in order
to render the law wholly effective as
far as Canada is concerned, it would

be sufficient to prohibit the landing |

in Canada of immigrants who come in
violation of the laws of their own
" country. .

As to cmigrants who may come
without any agreement for hire, it is
stated that the general regulation at

- present in force requiring all emigrants
to have in their possession a sum of
$25 (£8), constitutes a requirement
which is an obvious necessity lor
their protection, and in the casc ol
Indians is especially needful, sceing
that they come to Canada without
knowledge of the conditions, with
manners and customs wholly differ-
ent from those they find here, and in
ignorance of the language of the
country. It is suggested that, should
this amount prove inadéquate to pre-
vent their falling into a condition of
mendicancy or becoming a public
charge, it should be increased.

The report concludes as follows:—

Whilst an effective means ol
restricting a class of immigration
unsuited to Canada, it will be
apparent that the arrangement
set forth is one which finds justi-
fication on grounds of humanity,
strong as are the economic rea-
sons by which it is also sup-
ported.  The liberty of British
subjects of India is safeguarded
rather than curtailed ; the tradi-
tional policy of Great Britan in
respect lo the native races of In-
dia has been kept in mind, and
the necessity of enacting legisla-
tion either in India or in Canada
which might appear to reflect on
our {ellow-Brilish subjects in
another part of the Empiré has
been wholly avoided.  Nothing
could be more unfortunate or
misleading than that an impres-
sion should go f{orth that Canada,
in seeking to.regulate a2 matter of
domeestic concern, is not deeply
sensible of the obligations which
citizenship within the Empire
entails. It is the recognition of
this obligation which has caused
her to adopt a coutse which, by
removing possibilities of injustice
and friction, is best calculated to
strengthen the bounds of associa-
tion with the several parts and to
promote the greater harmony of
the whole. In this, as was to be

expected, Canada’ has had not

standing, but the hearty co-opera-
tion of the authorities in Great
Britain and India as well.

In accordance with Mr I§mg’s ;
suggestion, an Order in Council has -
been passed -prohibiting the landing
in the Domimon, and rendering lia-
ble to deportation, immigrants who
come to this country in violation of
the laws-of their own.

only the sympathy and under-i
:
|

‘His Majesty’s Asiatic
Subjects -

Their Treatment in the Colonies

A British Newspaper's Comments

The Yerkshire Daily Post of the
znd ulto., writes on the above subject
as follows :— :

The Earl of Crewe will not be long
at the Colonial Office before he is
called upon to deal with some difficult
questions arising out of the treatment
ol His Majesty’'s Asiatic subjects in
British Colonies. ‘The new Gold Law
proposed in the Transvaal contains
some provisions against which strong
protest is being made by the Indians
there, and the Natal Government have
foreshadowed the early” introduction
of measures affecting very drastically
the Indians in that Colony. The root
of the trotible in each case is the
same. The whites in both Colonies
are willing enough to make use of
cheap Asiatic labour, but they object
to the’competition of the cheap Asia-
tiz trader. It was in order that the
one might be obtained without the
other following that the Chinese La-
bour Ordinance provided for the
compulsory repatriation of the coolies
on the terniination of their indentures.
The Government of India declined to
permit this condition to be imposed
in recruiting. labourers there for the
Rand mines, and they have declined
also to allow Indians to be indentured
in Natal on these terms. The effect
is that thousands of men who have
terminated their contracts in the latter
Colony—as well as others who have
been - “ free” immigrants—have en-
tered upon- trade,
occupy small stores, but many have

built up concerns almost as important |

as those of the whitc merchants. It
is now being urged that if the Indian
Government adhere to their deter-
mination that the indenture shall not

licences to. Arabs (understood to mean
all Asiatics), and enacting that at the
end of ten years all such licences -
shall cease, those holding them at
that time receiving compensation from
the State. It is -significant to note
that Dr. Gubbins describes this Bilt
as being * on the lines of the Licen-
sing Bill at present before the House
of Commons.” The Natal Merenry
states that in deciding to end ali
further Indian immigration after a
specified period the Government will
have the support of the great majority
of the inhabitants of the Colony—
coloured as well as white—the rate
of importation in recent years having
been excessive, with the result that
.the Asiatic poplation now .consider-
ably outnumbers the European. The
Tmes of Nafal also approves the
policy of stopping further immigration,
maintaining that it is futile to impose
rigid restrictions under the Immigra-
tion Act against the influx of Astatics,
and simultaneously to bring them in
by the thousand under the indenture
system. - .

There is a good deal of doubt,
however, about the possibility of
carrying out the proposal to place a
“time limit” on Asiatic trading.
The Ziutes of Natal says it is a very
moot question whether the Imperial
Government would sanction * race
legistation of so extreme a character.”
The journal concurs with a good deal
what has been said of the economic
and commercial evils of Asiatic trad-
ing, *“but it is a-very extreme step to
propose to close down old-established
businesses, built up by the energy
and - industry of Asiatics who have
been allowed te settle in the country.”
Moreover, the writer asks whether it
is serious!y contended that the 1 30,000
Asiatics in the Colony are not to be
permitted even to trade among them-
-selves. The Natal Mercury likewise
 perceives. much difficulty in the carry-
ing out of the Government proposals,
and suggests that * there i3 all the
difference in the world between the
principle embodied in the Licensing
Bill at home for the acquirement by
the State of the monopoly value of
liquor licences and that mentioned

Most of them-f by Dr. Gubbins for the elimination

of Asiatic trading.” —— - '

The question will probably be’ raised
as to why an Indian should not be allow-
ed to keep a store, and be permitted to
take up any other occupation. If the
white storekeeper is to be protected

be terrpi:mble in India itself, fhe flow :
of Indian labour to Natal must stop, :
because whatever its value to the !

industries of the Colony it is accom- |

panied by the evil ol the Asiatic-
trader. The Natal Government pro-
pose to deal with the matter in two
ways. The Colonial Secretary (Dr. |
Gubbins) announced recently that|
during the present session of the
.Natal Parliament a measure will be |
introduced fixing a date after which it
will be illegal to introduce Indians |
into the Colony ; also a measure pro- :

hibiting the issue of any more trading ]

against. Asiatic competition, it wili he
claimed that the white artisan, the white
market gardener, the white fisherman,
the white farmer, and others shouid also
be similarly protected, and, if compen-
sation is to be paid by the State to-
benefit the white storekeeper, why should
not compensation be paid to Indians

_who earn their livelikood in other ways,

" in order that they may be compelled to
leave the fiélds of industry entirely open
to the white man ? -

| It is not easy to sce what answer can

reasonably be made to these objec-
tions. As may well be imagined,-
IxpiaN Orixton, ‘the organ of the
Astatics in Natal, is in arms against
the suggestion. It says such legis-
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lation woyld simply develop a com-
munity of paupers and bangers-og,
and asks whether Mr- Moor and his
Colonial Secretary are trying to play
a bad practical joke upon the Indian
community. . o

“There is room for doubt, indeed,
whether the Natal Government, when
they “come to grips® with their
policy, will venture to introduce such
a measuré—-at least in the. bald fonn
suggested by Dr. Gubbins. Should
they do so, and succeed in getting it
through the Natal Parliament, one
may hope that Lord Crewe will justify
the opinion of the Nalal Mercury
that there will be great difficuity in
getting the ‘Home Government to

sanction this * class legislation-of a-
In the.

very exceptional nature.”
meantime, the new Gold Law of the
Transvaal presents some important
points for consideration. Under this
law no coloured person may acquire
any right in a mining area, or deal in
any way with unwrought precious
metal, and no coloured person (except
in-door servants) are to be permitted

" to reside in a mining district, * except

in bazaars, locations, mining com-
pounds, and such other piaces as the
Mining Commissioner may permit.”
Inpiany OrwvioN thinks that “the
spirit_ -.underlying this law means
nothing less than that the Transvaal
Government intend to carry on a war
of extermination against coloured
people, unless these be content to
remain in the Transvaal as serfs "—an
ominous word, which should give
pause to Lord Crewe when he comes

" to consider whether the approval of

His Majesty’s Government shall be
given to the new law. INDIAN OpINION
expresses the hope that in the event
of the Government persisting in carry-
ing out the policy, ** Lord Elgin, with
the better knowledge that he has
gained, will do justice.” The matter
now rests in other hands than those
of Lotd Elgin, and we shall ook with
interest to see whether Lord. Crewe is

. any more resolute than his predecessor

has been- in protecting the' King's

 Indian subjects in South Africa from

laws more oppressive than those
against which we protested on their
behalf when they were under the rule
of the Boer Republic,

The following letter on the above

- articles is from the pen of Mr. L. V.

Ritch :—

. You will net, T trust, regard it an
impertinence if I venture to congratn-
late you upon the review of the
“ Asiatic ™ position in South A irica

contained in your issue of the, zad inst.

When the news of Dr. Gubbins’s
proposed Bill to stop the further im-
portation of Indentured Indians into
Natal reached my Commitlee, a
month ago, I ventured the opinion to
Reuter's Agency that the proposal,

-however sincerely made, would not

be seriously pressed forwdard. Darely

‘a week later the Daily Telegraph's

uwn correspondent, whose trustworthi-
ness I know to be beyond gugarion,

“the Celony.

: )
cabled to his journal that the Agricui- '
tural Union, representing the farmers
of the Colony, had declared that
Indian labour is necessary for main- |
tenance ol Natal's -industries; that |
this constituted a protest against the ;
proposed stoppage of Indian immi-’
gration, and that DParliament was:
consequently unlikely to more than
legislate for the termination of inden- |
tures in India. Personally, I share
the view held by thoughtful British ,
Indians in South Africa, that the im-
portation of indentured labour from
India should be discontinued. It
can hardly be regarded as consonant
with the Empire's best traditious to

jects an opportunity to improve them-
selves. either morally, intellectually, or
materially.  The reason why the
Colony. of Natal is desirous of com-

deny any class of His Majesty's sub- l

pilsorily repatriating the indentured | -

Indian uponp the-conclusion of his |
fve or ten years of service is, that
past experience has proved the Indi- i
an’s capacity for rapid growth on all

three planes ; in other words, because

the erstwhile coolie and the coolie’s

children develop commercial and

professional abilities which, in con-

junction with their natural qualities of

industry, temperance, and peaceful-

ness, make them formidable competi-

tors with the politically dominant

white colonist,

It is an open secret that the Colo-
ny's weapons are really directed
against the Indian trader and such
other Asiatics as are not satisfied per-
manently to endure a condition of
helotage. Dr. Gubbins's Bili proposes
to repatriate ali such *free” Asiatics
within a period of ten years, and pro-
vides for compensation in cases of
expropriation. ‘As a considerable
percentage of the Indian trading
community has been established for
many years, in sone cases as many as
thirty and forty, it would almost seem
that the term * expatriat¢” more
correctly describes  Dr. - Gubbins’s
proposal. It certainly does so as ap-
plied to the thousands of British Indi-
an children born in the Colony, many
of whom have grown up there, now
follow businesses and professions, and
have no personal acquaintance with
India at all. :

A very significant sidelight is
thrown, moreover, upon the proposed
compensation in cases where establish-
ed business and other property will
be expropriated, by the administration
of the Dealers’ Licences Act. As I
had, I believe, the privilege of point-
ing out to you on a previous occasion,
this Act {Law No. 18 of 1897) creates
Licensing Boards in the various dis-

tricts of the Colony for the grauting |.

or refusal of applications for new
trading licences and the periodical
renewal of such as already exist.
From the decision of these bodies
there is rio appeal to the Courts of
The Licensing Boards
in question are, as might be expected,
largely compiosed of white store-keep-

era in she different districigs 1.3k

~. - -
N247
year the powers with which they_—
been invested were employed
scandalously to deprive established
and reputable Indian traders of their
trading licences as to arouse consider-
able comment from both the judiciary
and the European Press of the Colo-
ny. This year there are indications
that the precedent will be followed,
and, if such a policy continues to be
pursued for another ten years, the
duty of the Colonial Government to
compensate any Indian traders whose
businesses may have been left 1o
them, will have become light indeed.

The Assault on Mr Essop
LI Mia

]Slmhji and Manla Bugas before the

Court

[SPECIAL TELEGRAM)
Johannesburg, June 4.

Shahji and Maula Bagas were
brought before Mr. Jordan, the Magis-
trate in®* B " Court, to-day, on remand,
The former was charged with inciting
to commit bodily harm ; the latter with
assaulting Mr. Essop Mia, Chairman
ol the British Indian Association.

The Magistrate took the prelimin-
ary examination preparatory to send:
ing the case to the High Court for
trial,

Mr. Essop Mia gave evidence re-
garding the assault, . which was corro-
borated by Mr. Moosa Ebrahim -
Patel and Mr, A. M, Cachalia, who
accompanied him at the time.

Dr. Gitchrist, District Surgeon,
gave evidence regarding the severity
of the injuries.

Ebrahim Down (?) testified to
overhearing Shahji instruct Bagas to
assault Mr. Essop Mia,

Moulvi Ahmed Mukhiiar, Priest at
the Hamidia Mosque, testified to
hearing Shabji utter threats of vio-
lence towards Mr. Essop Mia and
other leaders.

The Police gave evidence as to the
arrests. - ..
" The cases were remanded to Friday,
the 12th instant, the evidence for the
prosecution not having been conclud-
ed.

ExcLupiNG THE BLack. The poli-
cy of South Alrica, as one country,
scheduling certain industries and say-
ing that no man of colour shall work
in them is at all events clear and
understandable. We do not say it is
possible.— ZTransvaal Leader. .

A WronG IDEaL, Our business
class a2s a whole is still governed
largely by the principles of human- .
itarian morality. The disadvantage
is obvious if they ate to take active
part<n the commerce of the world.
They should make every effort to cul-
tivate the principles which the heart-
leps commarciul morality of the Weass
dictatag ~Sapan Tney, Yokie
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_“Oriental Immigration

A Letter to -** The Times ”
We take the following from the ;
columns of the Fumes: )
Sir,—We and some othc:-r l,lbf:rals :
who are interested in colonial subjects -
desire to put in a plea that the Im-
perial Government should take the
initiative in securing a thorough dis- |
cussion, in which all parts of the Em-
pire should take part, of the whole
question of Oriental immigration.
So far this country has stood by 1n
a critical mood, while now onc col-
ony, now another, deals as it bust
can with this questton, whereas we at
home who have the greatest responsi-
bility for Indian and foreign relatiomns
should have been the first to seck
some common solution.  The '[‘rnn.s-
-vaal have learned a bitter lesson in
attempting to scttle their Oriental-
problem™ without first carefully ir- ;
quiring how least to hurt Oriental |
susceptibilities in carrying out 2 pol- -
icy which they I ¢l to be necessary.

“hold, 1 is advisable that these alsu

power, giving free access to e;}ch by Mr. M_unro_ Ferguson :leqd four
other's counirfes, and we may hn_d : othm" prominent’ Liberals which you
afterwards that full opportunity is published yesterday ?

put given for the exercise '91’_ this ! . With the terms of that letter I de-
privilege.  On such matters 1t 15 es- © sire tu express my complete agree-
sential that facts should be faced, ment, for the course sy reasonably ad-
and that after iull consultation be- | vorated by the writers is one which
tween all parties concerned in the I have constantly urged both in and
British Empire these facts should be ; out of Patliament during the past
made known. Again, if there are | two years and whlcl_l has the advant.
parts of the Empire where the -objec- " age ot your own weighty approval.
tions to Oriental immigration do not . It is something that the 1mport-
¢ ance of the question of Oriental im-
should be publicly designated by : migzration as an Imperial problem of
common consent of all concerned. ) the first magnitude should at last be-

- ‘Fhirdly, if Orientals are to be ex- | gin to meet with recognition, and

cluded or their immigration limited A'r. Munro Ferguson and his friends
in any part of the Empire, itisall um- | have very clearly and convineingly

"count the cost, not o

portant that the methods adopted to
‘enforce this Hmitation or exclusion
should be carefully considered and
arranped to cause the least possible
friction or sense of arbitrary dealing

Finally. 1t is well that by means of |

a common exchange of view all parts
of the Enpire should be enabled to
themselves

Canada has ‘bappily taken the | along, but alse to all the other parts,

better course, both in regard to Japan
and to India, in making sure of her

| resulting Irom any policy which each

|
i

demdnstrated the reasons why that
question  should be discussed  with
all the formality and authority of an
Imperial Conference,

Tliere are two or three reasons
which 1 should like to emphasize ;
the first is that general ignorance
prevails on the subject, and the

from having been closed by the inde-

pendent action on the part of the

may adopt, ; colonies concerned, is re-opened in a

ground before taking action. But it We are all TImperialists in the
is essentially a matter which calls for . sense that we desire to keep an Ein-
a common undertaking among all | pire united by far closer bonds than

members of the Empire, The ques-
tion is one which in its various as-
pects affects, or may affect, Australasia,
South Africa, Canada, East Africa,
and possibly other colonies; it is of
the highest importance to India as
well as o ourselves in our conduct of
negotiations with Japan and China.
Hitherto it has only been treated in
a piecemeal fashion as the immediate
necessity has arisen ; it is one to be
dealt with in the most comprehensive
fashion by consultation among all
concerned. Here would seem to be
one of the occasions for which the
Linperial Secretariat was called into
existence. It might most profitably
- Institute ap inquiry, whether by a
joint commission or othetwise, to
thresh out the whole subject.

There is doubtless an apprehension
curtent in certain colonies that, by
entering into discussion on the matter,
they thereby commit themselves to a
_re-opening of the question on which
they have definitely made up their
minds, whether their country is to be
a white man’s country. This is not
necessarily so. The chiel danger in
the present circumstances is ot so
much the exclusion of our Indian
fellow-subjects or of our Oriental

. allies and friends from some of our |

colonies as the uncertainty which ex-
ists on the subject.

We proclair in India that all are
equal under the British rule, and then
our subjects find, on going to certain
colonies, that is not 50 ; it may be
best that the distinction of colour
should be drawn, but it requires
definite statement, so that we may
not seem parties to a deception, and
that all concerned may know it. Or
we and same of our colonies may be-
come partics ta a treaty with 4 furcign

Peven the closest alliance can knit.
But to make this pussible our world-
wide interests and responsibilitivs re-
| quire that all cause of misunder-
standing should from the first be re-
' moved. The great Dominions rightly
wish to Le masters of their domestic
converns, of which one of the great-
et is immigration, but they also de-
sire, as we do, that their domestic
policy should harmonize as much as
possible with the engagements which
| the Mether -Country may have en-
tered into in the discharge of her I-
perial duties.
, A joint conference would enable
| them to grusp our difficulties and us
i to uaderstand theirs, If no better
result than that of clearly stating the
! problem is attained that will be some-

il a difficulty is often the best road to a
solution, It is, therefore, much to
! be hoped that the Government, tak-
| ing couraze from Canada’s examjle,

!

{ may find it passible to institute such |

|

our own Colonial, Foreign, and India |

| an inquiry as we have sugeested—an
i mquiry to which representatives from

« Offices, from [ndia, a
; Colonies and Duminions concerned
should be parties.
We are, Sir, yaur obedient
Servants,
R. Muyko FErGuson,
E. T. Conk.
Juniax 8. Cornerr.
H. Al L. Fisuee,
BasiL WiLLiass,

Lord Ampthill's Letter

Sir,—May I be allowed (o €Xpress
the satisiaction which 1 felt,
which must have heen fo
others,
;

on reading the letter signed

thing gained, for a clear statement of |

nd from all the | whole, and which

‘new form by the increased compre-
[ 'hension of the issues and growing
; resentment displayed by the people
- of India. That comprehension is in
advance of the understanding of our
i own democracy, and that resentment
'is justified by the whole course ol
i our administration of India. That
[ the Colonies are not blind to the
ldangt:r of Imperial unity is amply
proved by the spontaneous action of
the Transvaal Government in the’
matter of the Asiatic Registration
Act and by the still more spontane-
: ous and gratifying action on the part
of the Canadian Government in send-
ring Mr. MacKenzie King to confer

second is that the question, so far

‘with the Imperial Government. There

| could surely be no better proof that
 the Colonies re:oanize the need for
discussion and are willing ‘to discuss
the quedtion anew. Tt is only the
Imperial  Government which fears
;and shuiis discussion, and that atti-
I'tude is not likely to command res-
r pect in the Colonies where our fellow-

citizens look to us Lor a lead in mat-

, ters of Linperial policy.

The Colonies are obviously right
in leaving it to the Imperial Govern-
which concerns (he Empire as a
particularly con-
cerns the largest and most important
part of the Empire, the Indiz for

i which we are primarily responsible,
» But it cannot be doubted that if the

1897,
and [ a further effort
It by many ;

invitation, which was so deplorably
neglected at'the Imperial Confersnce
of last year, were to he given, the
Colonies would welcome the oppeor-
tunity of renewing the effort to * sys-

tematize the practice of the Empire” -

which was initiate:d by Mr. Chamber-
lain at the Colonial Conference of
The question was not ripe for

Colonial Conference of rgoz, but it
was ripe at the time of the Imperial

ment to take the initiative in 3 matter -

at the time of the
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Cunference of 1907, It is over-ripe
at the present time. Iraagine the
feelings of the thoughtiul men of In.
dia when they heard that a question
concerning the honour and dignity of
India as well as the unity of the Em-
pire would onlv be discussed at a
conference assembled fur the consid-
eration of Imperial problems “if op-
portunity should offer and time per-
mit.” That is the answer which 1
received from Lord Elgin in reply to
my question in the House of ILords,
and that answer, ro douby, represent-
ed the capacity of the Colonial Office
to appreciate an Imperial problem
under the r#gime which has just come
to an end. Time and opportunity
are usually supposed to be the ser-
vants and not the masters of states-
men when ational and Imperial
affzirs of the first importance are con-
cerned. Some of those who object
to further discussion say that there is
nothing to discuss, and this attitude
is the most striking proof of the gen-
eral ignorance on the subject. Others
again urge that the question is one
which concerns only the domestic in-
terests of the Colonies; but this, as
already shown, is not the view of the
Colonies themselves. :

The advantage of a discussion
“ Ly conference or otherwise” would
ke that principles would be enunci-
ated and explanations promulgated
with an authority to which the isnlat-
ed utterances or writings of individual
statesmen cannot possibly attain.
From such a starting point, from
principles which would become as
authoritative as those of the British
Constitution, it would be possible
“ to translate the wishes of the .peo-
ple into the language of statesman-
ship” (if I may borrow a pregnant
phrase of your own) and te persuade
the Colonists, no less than the peo-
ple of India and other Asiatics, that
economic necessity and not racial pre-
judice is at the root of the difficulty.
When that is done, animosity and
resentment on both sides will be re-
dued, for economic competition is
indigenous in all countries and under-
stoud of all peoples ; it is part of the
nitural order of human suciety and is
capable of regulation. Racial pre-
judice, ¢n the other hand, ¢annot be
reguluted by law or custom, but inev-
itably leads to bl-ody strife.

I am, Sir, your ubedient
- . servant,
AMPTHILL.

Milton Ernest-hall, Bedford, April 14

Mr. CHURCHILL AND THE TRANS
vAAL. At the annual South African
Dinner held in London on the zgth
ulto., Mr. Churchill, M.P., is reported
to have said that he considered that
the Transvaal. in connexion with its
Indian policy, had shown a regard
for Imperial interests which were un-
surpassed by any other Colony. He
must have been unaware of the new
phase of that policy.

The Transvaal Crisis

We are still awaiting definite news
of the Transvaal Government's inten-
tions in regard to the Indian question.
Inthe meantime we publish the follow-
iny items.

London, May =27.-—The DBritish
Indian Committee are energetically
taking up the cause of the Transvaal
Indians. Mr. Ritch, Secretary to the
Committee, declares that it willbe a
gizantic mistake if the Transvaal now
departs from the spirit of the agree-
ment, and points out the intense feel-
ing on the subject in India. He de-
clares, with emphasis, that the unjust
and clumsy treatment of the Indians
will endanger the integrity of the
Empire. .

London, june rst—In the House
mised to ask the Transvaal Govern-

ment for particulars as to the position
of Indians in that Colony. \

London, June 3.—South Africa was
prominent at question time, in the
House ot Commons, to-day.

Sir W. Bull (Hammersmith) and
Mr. Cox {Priston) urged intervention
by the Imperial Government in con-
nection with the threatened breach of
agreement between the ‘I'ransvaal
Government and the Indians.

Col. Seely said he was awaiting
Lord Selborne’s reply. He pointed
out that the settlement arrived at in
January was without Lord Elgin's
intervention.—Reuter.

Pres» Comments

The news that the British Indians
have again.entered in upon a cam-
paignn  of passive resistance .against
the registration regulations is serious
and the puablic will have some consi-
derable difficulty in deciding upon
the mierits ot the case between Mr.
(Gzandhi and the Colonial Secretary,
particularly as no one but Mr, Gandhi
and General Smuts knows what took
face at the famous interview when a
compromise ‘was agreed upon. In
the meantinie it is our hope, a hope
which we think will be pretty generally
end rsed, by the public, that some-
thing may yet be done to avert an

[ Pretoria News.

- It would appear that the intention
of the Transvaal Government now is
to simply introduce a Bill legalising
voluntary registration, but Mr. Gan-
dhi and his followers say they under-
stood the whole of the ‘ cbjection-
able ® Act was to be repealed when
they agreed to register themselves
voluntarily. Mr. Smuts is said to have
distinctly repudiated the idea of repeal
at the time of the seitlement.” The
case tor the Government is that the
basis of the compromise was that the
Act should not be enforced against

Mthose who complied with it voluntari-

ly. Neither side secems disposed to
give in, and it remains to be seen

of Comunons to-day Col. Seely pro-

active resumption of hostilities,—

- 249

whether the Government will comp,,
with the demand for the return of the

registration papers that have already

been filled in. Either the Asiatics

did not clearly understand what was

expected of them at the time they

agreed to the compromise, in which -
case their leaders, who acted as their

interpreters, are to blame for not

making the terms sufficiently plain, or

the Transvaal Government has broken

faith as alleged.  In any case a seri-

ous misunderstanding bas arisen, and

we do not envy Mr, Botha's Govern-

ment the task that lies in front of

then.—Natal Witness.

Commenting further upon the new
phase of the Registration question in
the Transvaal, the Preforta News
says: .

The renewal of the British Indian
campaign is from every point of view
to be deplored, and we still hope
that hostilities may be prevented by
a discreet concession on the part of
the Government to the Indians,
Reading the letter which embodied
the terms of the compromise, there
can be no doubt that the understand-
ing at the time between both parties
was that the Registration Act should
not be applied to those who registered
voluntarily. It is now understood
that the Government intend to intro-
duce legislation into the new Parlia-
ment legalising * under the Act” the
position of those Indians who have
registered during the three months
allowed to volunteers. 1f this were
done, it would, of course, be a breach
of the terms of the contract, and the
Indians would be perfectly entitled
to resist it by every means in their
power. We have reason, however, to
believe that the Government is
adopting a fair and reasonable at-
titude, and that they are prepared to
abandon their intention of bringing
the voluntary registrations under the
Act and will content themselves by
passing a measure legalising the posi-
tion of the British Indians who have
registered without compulsion, and
providing for the registration in the
future of all newcomers, In the
meantime, we notice that our mom-
ing contemporary is assuring the Gov-
ernment of *the undivided and de-
-termined support of the people in
every measure that may be taken to
checkmate the ambitious designs
which we firmly believe the Asiatics
and their leaders have in view.” We
advise our contemporary not to be
rash. A certzin enthusiastic meeting
in Pretoria Town Hall, at which the
leading citizens of Pretoria enunciat-
ed with much enthusiasm and elo-
quence preity well the same senti-
metits as our contemporary professes
to-day, and dared the Government to
surtender while they were upon its
side, is still within public recollection
—a few days later General Smuts ac-
cepted the demands of the Indians
in their entirety, and the promoters
of the meeting were lefl looking just
a little foolish.
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. The Reconstructed Ministry ;

"The one poing in the reconstructed .

" “Ministry which has aroused the great-
est surprise is Mr. .\lnr]ey’_s acceptance |
of a peerage. Truly it is a case Ufl
the unexpected happening! Long:
ago Mr. Morley declared that the
Upper House required to be mended |

- or ended, and his whole political life |
has been not simply unsympathetic,
but positively hostile, to legislation
by - inheritance. But now * hone§t
John " finds it advisable to take his
seat on the red benches,  Perchance
he thinks that it is onc way of “ mend-

-ing" the House of Lerds. Of course,
the ostensible reason is that bis health
will not stand the strain of the work |

“at the India Oftice and duty in the
House of Commons. ‘Fhis is greatly
to bie regretted, lor the new Viscount,

* while retaining his position as Scere-
tary of State for Indw, leaves the
House of Commons with only an

. Under-Secretary  as rcpresentative;
and as long as the arrangement lasts,
it wil be an Under-Secretary who
will have to make the official annual
statement concerning India in the
Commons. Mr., Morley will be re-
lieved of the bombardment ‘of ques-

" tions to which he has been subjected,
but these questions have often clicited

. valuable information. Lord Curzon
lamented lately that the House of
Lords was badly served with regard
to India; he will now be satisfied,
one hopes, in having the Secretary of
State among the Peers,  Some of the !
papers, acclaiming Mr. Morley’s deci-
sions, have declared that the Lords
possess greater sense of the fitness of
things than to ask inconvenient ques-
tions, but Indians in “South Africa
have a notable champion in that
assembly, who is not easily deterred
from the search after truth in matters
«concerning them. There is, however,
probabiy ancther reason underlying
Mr. Morley's “ clevation. e has
not been without cliims to the pre-
miership, but Mr. Asquith has been
chosen, and 2 peerage is a way out of
the necessity of playing second fiddle
to the new Uremier. As to the re-
tention ‘of the Indian Secretaryship,
there are personal and private reasons,
apart from public ones, which weigh
strongly at present. So row India‘si
interests, as represented by the Secre-
tary of State, are centred in the
Upper Chamber; Punck gave a

!the 'popular Chamber.  There are

many who sincerely regret the change.
- Mr. T. R, Buchanan, the new Un-
der-Sccretary in the place .of Mr.
Hobhouse—whom, by the way, one
would have thought more than ever
useful after his recent experiences in
India—is a man of ideals although
he is one who revels in figures. He
was one of Lord Welby's Commission
on the adjustment of expenditure be-
tecen England and India, and though
he did oot sign the minority report
with Sir W. Wedderburn, Mr. Caine,
and Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, expressed
the opinion that the recommendations,

Vil carried into effect, would hardly

meet India’s just claims. What power
he will be able to exercise cannot be
foretold, but the resignation of Mr.
John Ellis, some little time ago, does
not augur well for any remarkable
achievement.

As Lo Mr. Asquith, there is general
agreement concerning his ability and
intellectual power: he has head
enough for his new position ; whether
he has heart enough may be open to
doubt.” But the touching tenderness
of his tribute to his late Chiefl revealed
the Prime Minister in a somewhat
new light, and perhaps the heart
which bas shown itsell only in the
inner family circle will now be more
manifest in public life and come to
his aid, as 35 most needful, in his
leadership of the House of Commons.

State will “have a Prime Minister
whose wife is specially fitted by mental
and physical endowments to play the
social #dle well, Mrs. Asquith, formerly
Miss Margot Tennant, is however,
keenly interested in politics, and of
"her personal charms the -following
verses by Mr, Gladstone, published
in the current National Reprew, give
_a vivid picture :

recess,

And we seck, in the country, rest afier
distress, :

As nrule, upon visitors place an” embargo,

But muke an exception in favour of Margot.-

Aftera tribute to “ Margot's” youth,
good spirits, and other qualities, Mr.
Gladstone suggests that the one ob-
jection to her name is that it rhymes
to *“Argot,” but concludes :.

Never mind, uever wmind : we will give it
the slip; -

Tis not zh;gr«lr!. the language, hut Argo the
ship ;

And, by sea nE_E by land, I will swear yon
may far go, .

Before yout' ¢can hit on, a double for Margot, -

© W.G. Dec. 17, 1884, '

" Up to the present the defeat of Mr.
Churchill in Manchester last Friday

forecast last week of Mr. Morley
putting on his rohes as a peer ; it will I
not be easy to adjust one’s estimate |
‘of " honest John" to those robes il
as yet we do not even know definitely |
by what title he will henceforward be |
known ; and, as to Indig, it remains to |
be seen, bow she can gain by the trang. |
frernae of the Becratary of State {rom

has been the most disappointing event
of the reconstruction and all that it
involves ; but, probably, the young
statesmuan will not suffer very seriously
thereby. Dundee has asked him to
conlend its vacant seat, and he has
consented. But the new President
of the Board of Trade is not the first
(shinet Minisler to find himself
reerted on oo appeal 4o his eond

For the first time for many years the.

When  Parliament  censes, aﬁ}d comes lh:_'

stituents. © Mr. Gladstone suffered in
the same way, and Manchester once
refused John Bright.

? Other Matters

The month of April has distinguish- ..
ed itself by phenomenal changes of
weather. Just when the trees were
putting on their spring green and
many people were holiday-making at
Easter, we were plunged into mid-
winter, and the country. was covered
with a thick mantle of snow. But
the fall was not soft and gentle; it
was accompanied by fierce storms
and blizzards, and the damage to
agricultural produce has been serious,
"This is not the nnly damage, however,
for. in a blinding snow storm there
have been sad naval disasters, with a
formidable death roll. An American
liner ran down a cruiser which turned
turtle ; fortunately the accident hap-
pened near to the shore of the Isle
of White, and among the brave
rescuers of the drowning men -were
not a few women, who waded into
the icy waters and.saved many lives.

. The Shakespeare Festival has been
duly celebrated during April both at_
Stratford and in London; his plays

‘| have been given in the Elizabethan

manner as well as in the most up-to-
date modern fashion. Mr. Beerbohm
I'ree, who has done so much to
popularise the fest'val in London, has
just celebrated his coming of age as
actor-manager. The mention of plays
reminds me that a committee’ of In-
dians in London, with Sir M. M.
Bhownaggree as president, has ar-
ranged a series of historic Indian
tableaux, which will be given at the
Caxton Hall on May o, in aid of the
Indian Famine Local Relief Fund.
The evening deserves, and, promises,
to be u great success. :

OBSERVER.

INDtay MaiL,. For Colombo; Cal-
cutta and Madras, per 8.5, Umlaz,
on or about the 18th June.

ReTurniNG To. INDIA,  Messrs
A. I. C. Beg.and Goolam Mahomed
Raschid, of Pretoria, passive resisters
who suffered imprisonment for the
sake of conscience, have left for.India,

Mr. Beg, we regret to say, having re-
ceived a cable with reference to his
molher's illness. A _reception was
held in hovour of both passive resist--
ers, and a purse was presented by the
British Indian Community of Pretoria,
Mr. Beg, in giving thanks, exhorted
his audience to take up passive resist-.
ance again, should it be necessary.

‘Maritzeure INDIAN FooTBaLL As-
sociATION. ‘Theannual general meet-
ing was held on the 1gth instant when
the officers were elected. - Clubs
should cemmunicate with Me, M., S,
Reddy, e Hom  Secretary snd
‘Teeasurer, /o Box 304. ;



