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HE Johaunesburg Muanicipality has refnsed the
tranasfer of a trading licence held by a
Chinese to Indians, The case ia thus reported

in the Slar of March 3:—

Anp interesting point was raised in an application
before the Johanneshurg Municipal General Par-
poses Committee this week from two Indians
trading as Lambart Bros., for a trading certificate at

No. 229, Louis Botha Avenue, the gite being at

preaent ocoupied by & Chiness, who has carried on
business there for some years, Mr. Morris Alexander,
on behalf of certain ratepayers in Orange Grove,
"objected to the transfer of the licence, though it was
nnderstood that the landlord was prepared to congent,
on the grounds that the licence was already granted
to the Chiness and that he ( Mr. Alexander ) under-
ptood the Indians in question proposed to reside on
the premises. The Qourt apheld the objection and
the Indians’ application was refused.

THE case of the Town Council of Roodepoort-
Maraisburg v. Eastern Properties (Prop.), Ltd., an
appeal from the decision of the full Bench of the
Tiansvaal Provineial Division reversing the judg-
. ment of Mr. Justice Greenberg, which had. decided
that occmpation by Asiatice and coloured persons
other than Jona fide gervants of certain stande in
the Roodepoori area was unlawful in view of
sections 130 and 131 of the Transvaal Gold Law No.
35 of 1908, came up before the Appellate Division
of the Sopreme Court on Wednesday, March 2.
Mr. N. E. Rogenberg with Mr. O. 1. Frankel appeared
for the Council and Mr. J. V. Briok, K.C., with
Mr, O. D, Schreiner appeared for the respondent.
After bearing the argunments on both sides judgment
was reserved.

Mnr. H. N. Venn, ex-Commissioner for Immi-
gration and Apiatic Affairs, has been appointed a
member of the Board of Censors of Entertainment
in Capetown, My, Venn was presected by the
Cape Indian Congress at a lanch given in his
honour with an illuminated address. On behalf of
the Port Elizabeth Indian commaunity, Mr. Teikam-
das preented Mr, Venn with a silver tea service and
tray. Mr. A. Ismail, Secretary of the Qape Indian
Cougress, paid a tribute to Mr. Venn’s services io
1ndians in the Cape Province. Kunwar Sir Maharaj
Singh, who presided at the lunch, is reported to have
said he had been connected with Mr. Venn only
since last Aungust, but he and his secretaries had
always found him straightforward, prompt and
officient. Some people might say that Mr, Yenn
had been rather too strict, and perhaps he had been
forced to conpider rather overmuch the legal and
eirictly technical aspect of the matter.
reason 1 give is that there is perbaps a little too
much of the Puaritan in him,” eaid the,‘Kuanwar,
smid langhter, “and 1 am fortified in this opinion
by the fact that he is now to be ore of the Board
of Cencors of Entertasinmient in Cape Town. 1 am
sure that you will get a different class mgd a far
higher class of entertainment now. That is where

b

* But the

the Paritapism in Mr. Venn will come omt.”
(Langhter), He was extromely sorry that Mr, Venn
was going and wished him every success in his
new sphere of life. Of one thing he was confldent,
and that was that Mr, Venn, when he was free from
the shackies of office, was going to help Indians
and the Indian caose in South Africa to the best of
his ability.

TRADE LICENSING LAWS

E have had occasion to comment on the
, nusatisfactory poeition of the Union’s
heensing lawe more than once. While being of
goneral application striet impartiatity is not obgerved
in their application. A European hardly ever has
cange for ocomplaint for he finds no diffieulty in
getting his application granted. But an Indian is
nervous from the moment he makes an application
and heaves a great sigh of relief when he finds it
granted, If a Earopean’s licence were refused in
the way an Indian’s is generally refused, no
Conngillor, perhaps, would find himself sitting on
the Council, Bat who is there to listen to the voice
of the {ndian ? Hia legal advisor will place his case
to the best of his ability before the Council pitting
as the Licensing Appeal Board, but he would be
koowing, while he did so, that he was wasting his
breath before a court which did not know what jastice
or impartiality was. Bat there ended the matter. If
the Conneil refused a licenca there was no higher .
Coaurt for the Indian to go to. We have very often
pointed out that the Town Council is totally unfit
and incompetent to sit as an Appeal Board. The
fact bas been proved to the hilt often enough.
Even Mr. Jastice F. E. T. Krause did not mince
words once when he condemned the Oouncil as
being totally unfit to decide licensing cases, It was
for this reason that it was made & condition in the
Capetown Agreement that when the time for the
revision of the existing trade licensing lawa arrived,
the Union Government wounld give all due oonasi-
deration to the saggestions made by the Government
of India Delegation, irfer alia that there should be a
right of appeal in oasea of first applications and
transfers, a8 well as in cases of renewals, to the
courts or to aome other impartial tribunal. The
time did arrive in the Transvasl for the revision of
the oxisting trade licensing lawa, but far from giving
due consideration to the above-mentioned suggestion
of the @overnment of India Dalegation, the laws
have been further tightened up and even the partial
right of appeal to the court has been taken away.



70 INDIAN OPINION

March 10th, 3933

Under the new Transvaal Licences ( Control }
Ordioance, new trading licences a8 well as hawkere’
Licences to Indians are refused, we understand, on. a
wholesale scale, and in many iustances. even old
hawkerg’ licences have been refused and the
grivved have no remedy whatsoever. Two cases of
such refusale—one in Johannesbnrg aand aunother
in Dundee (Matal)}—are reported elsswhere in this
jssue. In Johannesburg a transfer of a Chinese
trading licence to Indiaus wae refused by the Town
Ceuncil. In Dundee az Indian application for a
mineral water trading licence waa refnsed by the
Town Council. The former, we underatand, was
refused "on ‘the ground that the Indian applicants

intended to remde on the premises for which the
licence was. eought and that the premises were sitnated
on proclaimed land, It would appear that the
Traneva.al Asiatic Land Tenure Act has been put
into operation while the Commission is still .gitting
to enquire into the rights of Asiatics on proclaimed
land., Will thoee who have advised Indians to
withhold their eontemplated action against the Act
until the findings of the Commission are out, B»it
quiet at the action of a responeible aunthority like
the Johannesburg Town Council ? We hardly think
it wounld be fair;

As for e Du'ndee Town Oonnctl we harc'ﬂy think
it reqturea any comment. Any sa.ne person could
800 clearly from the report that the council was in-
competeut_ t.o llt a8 an Appeal Board, When the
faot that .the applicant had to pay rates to the
amount of over £23 for the property on which the
licenoe was being-refused one of the Councillors
said, " we did ‘het @sk him to buy the property. »
Wa oannot concelve ‘of aoything more lrreaponmble
oommg from one s:ttmg a8 3 memher of an Appeal
Board, Surely the apphoant did not know at the
time he. purchased. the property that the Town
Council was not-going to allow him to trade there,
nor was there sy’ law prohibiting him from
purchising the property.

We know ot matauoee in the Oape Province where
Oouuclllore. or members of Local Boards, have
aetually mduced .Indiane to purchase propertics
from them.and then when an application for a
trading- licence -was. made for that very p.ace
that very Councillor ‘would bé the one to refuse the
apphcatlon “This {8 the uueatrefaotory posmon of
the trade heensmg Iews a8 they affect the Indian
commuur_tx ‘W_eﬂean on_ly_appeel to the sense of
justice of the ru!ing race, among whom are many

Necessary stepn _lo_remedy l;hu wrong,

© Sayings Of The Day
“/There ate timesand oironmetaneee when we
must not simply humiliate ¢ oureelvee and there are
such things a6 honour ‘and’ justice,"—Mr. J, H,
THOMAS, Secretary of States for the Dominions,

Indian Trading Licences
In Dundee

Within the short period of one month the Drndes
Town Council has again been called upon to sit ag 35
Board of Appeal on licensing matters.

The ipplication on this occasion was ome by
Sheik Abdoel, of Dannhauser, for a licence as a
dealer in produce and livestook and for a mineral
water deeler’e heenoe. The appeal was heard on
March 1 by the full Coumncil, Mr, J. W. Franocis
appearing for the appellant, snd Messrs. A. L.
Williame and H, Kahn for the Chamber of Corn.
merce a8 obJeotors.

The previous appeal waa for the reversal ol! the
Licensing Officer’s decigion in granpmg a geneml
dealer's licence to Mahomed Hassim. On that
oceamon the Counetl reversed the deelmon and re- .
fnse& the llcenoe. On this ocoaaion the Llcensmg
Officor had refused a lioeuoe to Sheik Abdool in
both cases. The Council on March 1 upheld ths
appeal ini respect of the dealer i produce and hve-
stock by granting the hoenoe, but the Lleeueiug
Officer’s decision was upheld in regard to the
mineral water ]ioence. whloh waa refused. ]

M. Franom. addreesmg the Board for the apph,
cant, said he hoped in time to convince the Couheil
that, in restricting licences to Indians in the Indian
area, it was not aotmg in the beat m%ereet.s of the
commumty, ror of the European traders. The
applicant was prepared to pat £20,000 into the busi-
ness. Ho was trading st Dinnkadser, and lmc'f
some years ago, bought the property in Dandee for
£800 as an investment. It was valued on the
Valuation Roll at £1,502, and ha pmd over £23 m
ratea. Havlng failed to eeoure eahefactory ienanla
lately. he now .wished to teke advantage of the
investment by opening up a business himself in the
premises. Would the Council refdse the licence and
still take the man’s rates ? .

A Councillor: We did not ask him to buy the
property.

“'Well, then, gentlemen,” said Mr. Frantis, “if
that is your attitude T have nothing farther to say."

Mr. Francis argaed that to refuse the licence did
not meet, in his 6pinion, with thé requ:remente ot
British fairplay,

Mr. Williams, in reply, argued that there was no.
need for a further licénce, and quoted a number ol
firms who already held similar licences and eould

. cater for ull the trade,

A coancillor later objected that the Chamber had
not given evidence at the previoue heanng beforo
the Licensing Officer. _Ho considered the Chamber,
if it wished to objeot, shonld give evidence so that
the facts might bo entered in the record and {aken
into aeconnt.

The Couneil retired, and eventually aunonnoed
that the mineral water Hoende wonld not bu gmnted
but the Licenslng Ofﬂoer s decision would be

reversed in conoection with the prodnce dealer’s
licence.—Natal Mercury,
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1 4 A LM DY I ." %4 ., !r,. .
The Political Situation
Thio Bskiop ot Jobannesbirg writds i the Watch-

Tt 1s & deljéate niatfek &6 write oni & sibjeck Which
divides ir, but 1 dan, abd indeed I mush poist ou}
one big principle we ought to have in mﬁa 48 we

spproach the question. . . .o

W have no right {6 éay we aré out fok. i Wiite
Soulh Africa dny more thin, a black South Africa.
1t may make a Jelling election ery aitong the mord
it, but what nonsense it is. How &in you
jgnore the greater part of the population, and wha
a disaster it wotld be if yoii did., Surely Proféssor
Macmillan, P:otesgbr_,ii‘rhnkel and others have
shown cléarly snough that the .poor black problem
reacts of 16 poor white,, Tf you want to keép the
bleck mah down iit the guiter, you have got fo go
down into the, gutter yourselt and hold himi there.
If ths whité man i oat to drive the black inan
dowh, be will be dragged down bimself, No grest
- gtate finé over brogpered permatiently on 8 elive or
perf bamis. Thprefore, wé must say weé ¢are for
South Africi—all séotions in #—not, one sectioii.
Cani we b #o Blind 45 not to seé the lesson that is
beiiig hammerpd into our thick Heads by the vorld
depression,  tamely, that a8 nations, stand or fall

togéthier (anda progperous Germany means & proi-

perous England, pud vioé versa ), so the sectidsis of &
nation stand or fall together—Dutch and English,

Black anid White, Tndian and Colotized—ali go.up fo
make Bouth Africs, and’ tho best thing that cin
happen {o oathi Afiica s a whole, 15 that Gachi
section if ¥t hould hive unlimited opportunities of
progicés—the inote o rermove griévinoss frorn e
section, and teach therh o look up and Rope, the
moté you benefit all the other sectiona., =~ .

It wé cannot learn thif in the present state of, the
world, 1 wondéir whethier we _ever sball "1 write

confidently beciuse I believe thip to be gound

econvimice, sound political ~ séience, and . sound
Ohiistinniy.

Kunwarani ‘At The National
" Council Of Women

“ Women aTl o¥éF the world are politlcally mich
mots Sensible than mien. They deemi fo lack the
_ party feeling h which the inen Gpevinlise”
Thii-clatin “was -made by the Kunwarani Lady
Mabaraj Singh, when she desoribed the work of
the National Council of Women of Tndia st récently
held faenthly mee,t{'lﬁ:‘of‘ﬂré Cape Town brinch of
the Natisnal Connoil of Women. . =~ =
Th National Oounell ¢f India, she #id, Bid Pesn
much gitated at the ocommunal swird,
the Biitish -Government in deéciding the system ol
parlisieiifary representition. The Indian womeén
wished to be represented as a body, aud not € be
sopirated in Gamps. They falt that sush & .aystem
would tend to_disunite , women wha, were, pow

hopedl that it was niot yet too Iate to get the system
‘thgP&' Ry 4 o= . .- . it . e, YA ) Y TUJ

"Thé Natfonal Coangil of Wopien of fndis, and
the Kunyaranl, was ot ds highly, orgasised 84. Jn
momé other countries, but undertook very. defink
task, One of these was, the political education,.of
Woniéia go that they inight exercige their frandhise
right, and ¢arry out, their civio responsibilities.
They find always supported legislation tending to
wodial reform; for_exsmple, the Bill, to raisp the
marrisge dge of ohildren had {he strongest support
of all.the wetnen’s counciis. e

The Head Counoll had recently sicecedsd fit rilsing

& large iiniii of-money for an entirely new institation

s

dwird, tiade by

* Sntsat to i s bk s . Sdnclih

Until now women had to be gontent with, th
educational facilitieq go mep. This had 1:;:1:533
the domeetic sido of educption. | ... (1. , won

It was owing to_ full-hedrted, oﬁmmﬁoq ot the
women of InMa, she mid, the Gundhi Bad heen
able to yake a natiogjal moyerneat of his, enterprige,
and its snovess was due fo the fad} that the women
bought . homgmade stuffs and abandoned the im-
poited msterials they. had formerly ased,

They had so lpfinenced publig, opiplon
a woman of tastp jnd enliure wonld, |

T S 1A IR
t naw
Al

be seen jn anything except-hameepups, ,, foned o
0 aDyining exceps- bs o Bertes et
The Kunwarani conolnded by celling attention
to the *heavy and grest” problema .in Indis and
%geatin(gl t]l:atNthe ngat‘i}dnal ilC}outmil of South
ica and the National Council of India sho
interchakge bapére ﬁnd $6 becotind &ﬁ'& Mgﬁ\nﬁg
with each other’s work. . - . .
“Birby govérhinont,” Bid S I Bptlhabld #hd-
president, when & vote_of thanks was passed, “is
nothing byt a fight ps to who shall be “top-dog,”
and then % keop the othérd down.” :
Lady Clarendon, Lady de Villierd and Mra, Grant

Pridon Statistics

to pribon during she five yeers ended 1931, .wbeix
there was 4 toial of 183,234 persons admittad; - of
whom 154,928. were serving senianacs. . Of .the
admitted inoluded Europeans 7,129; Natives and
Coloared 175,040; Asiatice 1,063, L

Of the sentended included 4,387 Bifohtins, nieh
and woinen, 150,037 Native and Coloured folk and
and 504 Asinties, - e T

Of fho totl Gonviotod perdorib of all rics 135,350 -
were miles #nd 19,075 fomalef, =~ )

About 2.3 per édnt. of Whé populitich &t ths
Union apeit some part of 931 in pridon. This
. * T T N P N I 7 B TV

Every day 19,413 pbobls ofi ad avérage spent the
day inside a goal of under prison gnqervi_siqh;_ In
1927 the daily aversge waa only 18,328, =~ .° ..
" Juvenile wrongdoers have been ' etéaiflly -
oreasing dufing recent years. Thé (o6t for 1931
was 19,665, as compared with 16,398 in 1927, *

Amodg jivenile misdemeanours, of offenders
under 21 it thé eat undér fiotice (hers were 339
malé Etifopeans sgainst only 10 fémales. Apordg
the nafives add golodred Jtveniles fBS midles
nuinbered 16,318 and the fefnale only 4,931, whils
60 Asidtic boys got into trouble a8 against onfy two
of the other sex. _ . .

In 1931 2,81 offenders Weré sdoléticrd to
oorporal pupishment. They received & total of
19,751!&0“- e araer a s Y . ’

There were 18 exsautions in 193L.

Civil Debts -

A Wtsady tise in Ghe nrmber. of qiy'll_dél}l fm-
jprisonments is -reflected, Ij 1927, there woca, ALT
‘cases; in, 1931, there were 1,733, By far the.m jority

‘of the prisoners were Kuropeans, who neafly « sabled
the Native and Coloured cases.,. ..., » - .. a4t
soned for oivil deb}

atal had one. wymaun imprisonec
in 1931, .The provineigl figured, show the f.pa as
b M i
y. swamps the totals.of .the 2 wi

676, Natal mﬁ only, 156, and (Ba-Frea Ptate.(de-
spité ite recent bankruptoy) with only 43.cases. ...,

The tables, of qonﬁs’!:ionn,‘npcﬁx the liguer lawe
show & deorease of 2,323 males and am inorease of
ws_!omﬂggig_omparbd with the 1950 fligres, This vas
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wn from a total of 32,670 eonvictions, of which
:([I.TZOD were for supplying liguor to Nativea and
13,045 cases of drunkenneas.

It costs the South African taxpayer 1a. 31. a day
to keep each prisoner in its gaola and 33, a day for
each reformatory inmate., This figure has fallen
from 2a, 1d. in 1927, and 3s. 5d. for reformatory
cases, The total expenditors for 1931 for the
Prisons Department was £625,417, .

The revenue of the Department for 1931, being
cash receipts principally for prison labour, amounted
to £96,137. In addition free services were rendered

' to other Departments in the form of prison labour
valued approximstely at £63,842,

Memorandum. By Transvaal
Indian Commercial ' Association

Asiatic Land Tenure Act

"“To The
oo Commission - -

In our issue of February 24 we published a short
report of the memorandum sobmitted by the
Transvaal Indian Commercial Association to the
Asiatic Land Tenure Act Commission with our

comment on it. We have now before us the full -

text of the memorandum which rune into not less
than 28 closely-typed foolscap sheets. We publish
below & portion of it and the rest will be published
in parts in the fatare issues of INDIAN QPINION,

Constitution Of The Association

The Tranavaal Indian Commercial Asgociation was
formed to represent before the Asistic Land Tenure
Act Commission the views of a large number of the
Indians affected by the Act. A copy of the Articles
of the Association is attached to this memorandum.

Among the members of the Association will be

found most of the bigger Indian merchants in

Johannesburg and we believe that we represent

truly the opinions of a great majority of those

whose interests are most nearly affected and who .

are willing to co-operate with the Commission, At
the time of the formation of this Association,
repregentative Indian opinion from Towoships on

the Rand outside Johannesburg was also consulted. '

In this memorandum, which is confined to the
Maunicipal area of Johannesburg, we have not
touched upon such Townships and it is possible that
Wwhen the time comes they will present their own
cages before the Commission. At the same time we
feel confident that generally speaking the views put
forward are such as will meet with their approval

and that in the propogals we make we can count on
their sapport.

Scope Of The Memorandum -
At the ontset wa desire to place on record that we

appreciate the motives which impelled the South '

African Indian Qongress to refuse to participate in
the Commission’s enquiry, and . that we sympathise
with them in their dialike of the Asiatic Land Tenure
Act, At the same time it is our view that the aims
and ideals which led to that desision and which are
shared by all Indians in South Africa, will be better
served by co-operation with the Commisaion,

In order that all concerned in the present erquiry
sbould be fally conversant with the Indian position
as it is now and the events which have contributed
to it, we think it is desirable to recount as briefly as
possible the history of the Indian community in the
Transvaal. The following section will afford a back-
ground to the picture we wish to draw of our
present position and will, we hops, to some extent,

INDIAN OPINION

elucidate the angle from which we have approached

. the problem and the proposals which we subsequently

put forward, Theso proposals we bave made with
reference to particular areas, We have examineq
each area atand by stand and the resnlts of this looa]
investigation are embodied in short slatements on
each area and in the accompanying plans. We wish to
makeit clear that the areas which we have suggested
for exemptiou do not constitute snfficient room for
the expansion of our whole commanity in per-
petnity. We have made every ondeavour to confina
them to the present needs of the community in-

. cluding the minimom provision for sach Indians ag
" may be disturbed.

To avoid any misanderstanding we wish o note

' at this point that we have thronghout this memoran-

dum referred mostly to the Indian trading com-

" munity without special reference to hawkers and

pediars. The reagon for this is that as we read the

" Act it does not appeir to affect them so far as

trading is concerned. In the matter of residencs,

" they are, of course, on the same footing as all other

Indians on proclaimed land and we desire our remarks
with reference to residence to be taken as applicable
to any Indian whatever his trade or calling,

In regard to all figuree which are given, allowance
must be made for the shifting population. To this
extent the plans are probably ineorvect, but for the
same reason it will always be impossible to obtain
exact figures. Furthermore, it is often diffienlt to
differentiate between Buropeans and Coloureds. The
benefit has always been given in favour of a person
being a Earopean, but in actual fact it may be in
a number of cases that the ocenpants are coloured.

In this memorandum we do not propose to
suggest alterations in the existing oppressive laws,
That is a qnestion which we eonceive wonld be

~outside the Commiseion’s terms of reference, but

past experience impels us to make it clear that by
the submission of this memorandum we by no
means relinquish our right or the right of any
Indian in this coflntry to protest on the _ propar
occasion against this or any other legislative measnre
and to preas for and endeavour to obtain every right

to which an Indian as & British subject is entitled.
Oar main concaro, therefors, will be to make sng-

" gestions for action under the exieting Law. and we
“hope to show that snch action can remsonably be

taken to the mniual advantage of all concerned with
a minimum of distnrbance to any one community,
The immediately following paragraphs are not*
intended either as a statement of political griavances .
or as a declaration of political aims. Ouar object is
to show that the apprehensions of the Indian com-
muoity and their present position are the necessary
and logical outcome of events and that the fears felt
and expressed by other communities in the Trans-
vaal are without real foundation. . We believe that
if these two premises can be estiblished, all -real

“obstacles to co-operation between the different com-

munities will have been removed and the way
paved for a eatisfactory solntion of the vexatious
problem.

Short History of Asiatics In The Transvaal

The bulk of the Transvaal Indians bolong to the
trading community, Some of them are wealthy
merchants in Johennesburg with branch businesses
in the country districts, They confine themselves
chiefly to groceries, soft goods, and the distribution
of fruit and vegetables, Indian trade in the Trans-
vaal started abont the year 1880, There were st
that time no restrictions whataoever against them.
In 1834 tha.London Convenlion ‘was signed and in
Article 14 it was provided that all persons other
than natives wonlq : .

(a) Have full liberty to ‘enter, travel or reside; |

(b} Be entitled to hire or posseces immovable

property, shops, eto,; : '
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{ o) Be entitled to carry on business.

Within a few wonths of the signing of the Con-
vention 4 Bill was introduced in the Transvaal
Vol which eventnally became law—the woll-
known Law 3 of 1885 - The Tranavaal Repablic fel:
some donbts whetber the Bill was in uecordance
with the recent Convention and- coveulted the
Imperial Goveroment. .The Imperial Government
protested agaiost the Biil as a whole bat or the
assurance of ihe Transvaal Republic that it was
necetsary in the interests of public health alone,
they withdrew their oppuaition. The provisions of
Law 3 of 1885 were not enforced in their "entirety
at any time and the practice arose of Indians pur-

" chasing stands in the name of 8 trustee. That the

Government-were aware of this practice is proved

by the fsot that in the wvery first recorded case the

Mining Commissioner bimself was the trostee.

In Angnst 1888 in the case of Ismail Suliman
& Co., the Supreme Court decided that Asijatics
counld not carry on business except in a location,
Though this decision was wpheld in arbilration in
responge to protests from the British Government
snd though the Transvaal Government from time to
t{ime issued proclamations epdeavouring to confine the
Indian commnunity 1o locations, the Indisns them-
selves conilinued to trade freely withont being
penalised. Law 3 of 1885 in faet provided no
penalty. -

Immediately after the Anglo-Boar War, there was
fnereaced agitation on the part of Euroveans against
Asiatics. A Government notice was issued in 1903
practically reaffirming Law 3 of 1885, In 1904 iu
the case of Habib Motan, the jndgment in Suliman’s
case waB reversed and it wae held that the Govern-
ment bad no power (o refuge to grant licences to
Asiaties to trade ountside locations. Represeniations
were made by the Transvaal Government to the
Imperial Government, but ap the Imperial Bovern-
ment dicapproved of any legislation against Asiatice,
further restrictive legislation was not undertaken
unlil some years afler the Travevaal had obtained
responsible government in 1906. 1n 1908 two
measures were passed which materially affected the
trading rights of Asiatics, These two measures are
known respectively as the Townships Amendment
Act and the Gold Law, being Acts 34 and 35 of
1908. Seetions 130 and 131 of the Gold Law need
no repetition, The provisions of these sections were
atrennonsly opposed by Asialics. In the course of
correspondence with-the Imperial Government, the
Transvaal Government gave an assarznee  that no
right or privilege which a coloured person then had
was taken away by the mew Guld Law.” After
further assurances from the Trausvasl Government
the Seoretary of State expreealy noted :—

(1) Seotion 131 safeguarded sny rights which
colonred persuns might at thut time have in
oconpying land in mining areas.

{2) The ssearauces of the Attoruey-General that
no right or privilege which coloured persons
bhad at that time was takeu away.

(3) The Mining Commissioner had powers en-
abling him in the fature to exempt coloured
persons from being required to live in

Bazaars.

Khola’s care (1909 T.S. 180) showed that the
Aulorney-General's assurancis were baged om a
miblaken view of the effeot of the legislation prior
101908, It is olear that the predominant concern
of the British Government was Lo protect the righta
of its Indian citizens, In 1911 in the case of Rex
v6. Tamblin (1911 T.P.D. 772ﬁ) a Elnropem:l: was
prosecuted for allowing ocoupation by B coloure
person; The prosedutiofi failed Welwase the parti-
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cular stand was a stand outside a Township and was

protected by Section 77 of Act 35 of 1908, Sub-
stantially epeaking no steps wers taken by the
Government to enforce the provisions of the Gold

: Law after that date,

The next ooccurrenoce of importance was the
Swmuts-Gandhi Agreement in 1914, The Union

Qovernment gave the following assurance :

“ With regard to the administration nf existing
laws, it alwaya has been and will continue to be the
desire of the Government to see that they ave

- administered in a just manner with due regard to
_vealed rights.” . ‘ :

Speakiog at the Imperial War Confersnce in 1917,
Goneral Smuts said with regard to the Indian
problem :—* Once the white community in Sonth
Africa were rid of the fear that they were going to

-be flooded by uniimited immigration from India, all

the other quesiions wonld be considered enbsidiary
and would beenme easily and perfectly soluble.
That is the position in which we are now—that the
fear whioh formerly obsessad the white settlers hes
been removed. The great principle of restricting
immigraticn for which we have fought is om our
Statate Book with the consent of the Indian popula-
tion in South Afriea and the Indian antborities in
India, and that being so I think that the way is

-now open for a peaceful and statesmanlike solution
-of all minor administrative troubles which ooccar

and will oceur from time to time.”

At the Tmperial Conference in 1918, Mr. Burton
male the following statement :

“ As far a8 we are concerned it ia only fair to say,
and it is true, that the Indiaus in our midst in South
Africa, who form a portion of the population, are
good, law-abiding and gniet citizens, aud it is our
duty to ses that they are treated as huaman beings
with feelings like our own and in a proper manner.”

Shortly after these sentiments had been expreased
by two of the most pominent pelitical men in the
Government of South Africa, agitation arose asa
reault of the ocmse of Dadoo va. Munioipality of
Kragersdorp, In 1919 the Asiatio Land and Trading
Amendent Aot 37 of 1919 was passed. This Aot
in itself i pecnliar, in that it forbids certain actions
but does not provide for any penalty for trans-
gressions. Thercafter many Indians formed com-
panies in which the controlling interest was, in
terme of the Companies’ Law, in the handsof a
European, although substautially the property be.
long to the Asiatics. Such companies were and
have been held by our Courta to be perfeatly legal,

fa 1921 a Commission was appointed by the
Governwent and the finding of the Commission aa
get forth in paragraph 224 isas follows: * Repatria-
tion beipg out of the question and further
immigration of Asiatics being prohibited, the serioua
and important problem must be faced how to deal
with those who are domticiled in the couniry and
have the right to remain in it. Thelr numbers are
limited and eannot incresse in any Provinoe of the
Union to a ;v material extent, excapt by the normal
exoess of births over deaths, for by the Immigrant's
Regulation Act of 1913, immigration i barred not
only from overseas bat slso from one Province to
another. It seems inconceivable that in the oircum.
atances mentioned the few thousands of Asiaties in
the Province and their descendants could ever
gucceed in swamping the Earopean population as
has been so frequently and emphatically argued.
Weo find ourselves wholly unable to sopport the
policy of repression which was advocated by some
of the witnesses, Indiseriminate megregatitii of
Apnjatids in locations and similat testhittive hf:fufe’l
sonld réstilt 1il eventually tecing thets to helotres
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ch measnres, apart from their ip;lusl.ioe and
-si;i:ﬁmuity,-mld* degrade ghe'Amgtme-aml rea
npen tHOETropaine Yo Tt e e
4i0n the 1'8th~—Beptem£er¥h 1?22. the :ogog:g
. Resolution wes passed by the ‘Eeague-of -Na!
me motion of the representative-of - South Afr_ioh:
*{Tve Assombly expretoes -the-hope-that -the-States
which aré'not* bound by any -leggl.-obhg.nﬁnnr*to
the League- with respeut to ‘minorities -will nevet-
theless observe’ in~itheir -treahment--of- thelt dwn
racial and religions’‘or linguistie rminorities ‘at- least
as high'a standard- of: justics—and*‘toleratienas-'ig
required by'an$ of the Treaties'and - by -the- regular
'“ion of the connoﬂ_” . far v.-q ey P
1y gitation againét the Indisns still ocontinued apd
the (Rass- Areas Reservationr-Bill -come -up for- con-
pideration-in 1928; and  was-before Pirliament! \_wh
it was-dissolved. - In- 1924, ‘spéaking- to the -Indisn
Deptitation;- ‘Generel Hertzogs'~the ~ pregert Prime
Ministér,; exprossed- his beotiments of -resentment
- disapprevel~of’ the Smuis -Government~polioy
of continned-pie. prioks agninet the i&anhu. sfastédd
of eithér-adopting s-bold-policy of-expatriating them
{romr-the countrgh or-allowing: tHe lawful residett
Indiane-+to rémain in the conniry and grakting-theia
the-elementary- rights:of -humanityi« FheBill .wag
not procseded -with:' Instead; as n-resnitof o Con-
ference-butween répresetitativesiof the 'Governmeit
of: India-and~the-Union -Government, the-follow-
ing etatement wes made- officielly:» *“The Union
Government firndly believes-in -and adberés to'the
principle.that: 1t ia ) the ~duty 'of’ every -¢ivilised
Government to devise-ways and means-aud ' to:teke
«all poesible-steps for the-uplifiing -of every seolion
of-their permanent-population 1o the fall+extent of
their - capacities- - and -opportunities, - and addept
the - view~ -that i *the.i-pravision : of ~educational
and other fscllities the eonsiderable nember~of
Indians. who--wills remain-~ part. of the perhanent
population--shonid noi~be- allowed - to-- Iag- bekind
other-sections of the peoplu.”’~.The Bill lapsed: and
no aclicn -was. inken-against Aelatios in-segard fo
llegal ocmppations—- . «w-7F ¢ s s B Al s
- Kherenfter, the. General Deslers (Control Ordi-

nanoe of 1986 <was -passed fn° the Transvdal ..and -

varions- Municipalitios endeavoured to.debar Asiatics
from tradingv .-Admost .without exceptiun the rights
of the Asintics were upheld.inthe-desisions . of he
Sugﬂ_ﬁm‘q:-._conr;t. - I%.-4980 legislation. wes siarted
x:t:chmnlud in the. preveat .Asiatic -Land- Tenwre
[ Voo gov melmit Mot o v V0eaik
~Effects Of The Aforegoing Legislation
s Bt Soottnt“of act in' thr preceding para-
graphi ig, W Belfeve, sufficiont ta- establish one .part
of 6if 4abé, pamely thal the.present position of the
Yidiki commranity. is ihe necessiry and logieal ont-
aoiijé ” of éFents, ; Qut short agrvey has covered a
pefiod of . var ‘50 yeain, At thé beginning there
Yo ho Indidhj and no, redrictions. ... As.soon.:es
9‘;;? fogiu‘gg?;% began fo tel;f&l'o the ’It‘rqnsva'al,'» i?:;la
vere miade o Uinpope restridticie .of_wvarious, 8
g ‘*g‘t redstogw in : 3

hese.wert repialed in the frot placs by the. British
Gé“_‘.fﬁlmé -"- ‘i h 'the second g
SoTED Tyt St ooy Placo: b3 the

somtdisity italf ind ‘the cainglative, ofest of the
gverits W¥ hidve reconuted is of great significande,
‘We Hivé aiown that from the wery beginning.the
#eatrictive lawe Lidve bson . largely ipoperative... The
fepurtiride of thig point lies 4h the fact: that ihe
Governmient wis fully awate of the powers.which
il anid Yot réfrained frém oxercising thrm.
Thld, o thiik, i clont from. the cases..of. femail
Silleméili g iex va. Tamblid which we have cited.
.“Th adiition Yo 'the. \m_qﬁ_ph. of.'the Goverriment
therb 1s'the " furthef oxiremly significant. fao. that
P . R Y ) - 2'rr e Pooremans

« b

licencea ocontinuad to be granted to Indiaus to
trade. Any Mining Comuiissioner’ cotld ‘have - ep-
forced the provisions of Act’85 of 11908 'and'§4 iy
evidenod before the Seledt 'Comniittee™in 1919 My,
Hamel; “Mining ~Qominissiohe¥’ of ‘Bokéburg, twhin
asked ‘why Thdianswere ‘allowed to ‘trids, rejifiad
that it was s mutter of Govefnrirent™ pblicy. Wiien
Act 37 of1919 bedamé law it Might nitodally “hive
been ' expdoted *that the! GovernmenY ‘wonlll tike
steps tor 'prévent “the Indiati’ fronk* trading. "'y
actudl practicsif an''Indiad’ spplied' to’ tFé'Mudi.
cipality 'for the’ cbrtificste)” he' recelved &' sertivgte
and-gave it to'the Receiver of Ruvénwe whd’ ismidq
hinh a+Licence entiiling him tb tade, Jast as iF4the
- Act bad 0o’ restrictive intentioh. "The" Aet,' in"falt,
dontaitled no pepal-olansed in this mbtter! Tidisue
havertraded ontside locationd dihde *1885° and™itise
1908 havistraded and residéd on proclaimed land’ in
Johannesbokg, and it should be “terhéitberst 'that
such wading has "been ‘publicly ‘ackno'wledged snd
sanotioned by the'issne 'of Heeneen: < Findlly, d4a we
. 60ine nearer to 'tha “present’ day,’ there Ik thé'faet
thet'public-utterandes by responsible political teadere
have in'ai’ inoreasing' degréé “indidated 4 Mtention
to-treat the' Indian '¢omimadify 614 the ‘hroad’ lines
of htitnanity‘and"et;uity." ERTIRCP G B K Y/ PR ¥
« Weorsnbmit that ‘dl} these facts taken together
necoesarily -and"’ inevitably give “ride’-¥d thé’ -
pressidnidn our comimMnily that thé restvittictie
contained in the various laws were not intehidei” fo
operate to our deiriment and that this Is exasti$ the
reason why #o mhuy ‘Indians to-dsy-are’ i~tedhni-
-Gally illegal :residerce or ovecdpalion.’-‘We' chntatid
that theyvhavétibbn ‘defiditely-sticutitaged 'irite  that
bosition; that - the Government “'hivvd throngkicdt
- been fully awnre of thie Blatd' of dffairs” ol hive
talien woibtepu-vithur todla¥ify or'alter i€ -+ It
NIRRT Cfbia“l&ﬁ“ﬁl‘i‘d‘}”w 3
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India’s Economic Salvation
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“Preach And Practise Swadeshi”

e s anfuhr e
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Sir P. C. Ray’s Speech At Indore
SR e JEET RN D

1 Wae reproduce below thé speach of Siv Prafulla
Chandra Reg which he delivered-at the“épstlng?Of
- the Swadeshi exhibition-at Indore on ‘Jun., 12y for" ite
educative malae to-Indtans in-Soath1Aferies t=- .}
-~/T'he gorgeous vista of a federdted Ivdianto which
John Brightireferréd more than-'halt: e contary *Hgo
hag-been fldating befok: cur imugination ANA+Al 188t
is on the eve:.ef: materinlisation Phv «Foaduttiy
States oocupy one-third of the'ared-of this vast pbiin-
snla-and herhonr in- their:bosoimn -onv:thitd of her
population. The wave bfnatrdrialinm aird Switdeshism
whioh is véty muoh tn evidénce ia:Britlsh-Todii tan
no more:be kept odt of the “Indis of thwRss’ than
Oanute oould reommand-the - sarging 'tide# of the
ocean to recdde. -Wiresr, thereforey: 1. ‘feowtved -your
kind invitation.to open. this exhibitiom 'ihi spite of
numernas preccenpations and the infirmitiea: of age,
I could not but respond to it. The moreiwd as Sir
Swarnp Chan Hookfind Clisid, ttitler~whoss-aaspic-a
this exhibition has been organised; isrone »of-otr
foremost gdptains-of fnduetry: +He or his firmd dwb,
manages or controls periaptherbiggest Jate itk on
the. banke of- the Huaglijrhis : clectiie -stes! works
lagated {n the subuibh ¢ Cdlcntia~ivra winder and
ph32les even 10 me-3i  stdilent df Physieatrgeiensed.
Loug before we in-Indismealised: the poraritialities-of
ey e oowe w2 Hold Yoankix dpy  ap sues H
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Swadeshi industries, Sir Hookum Chand’s fimesecing
gaze saw the importance of starting cotton mills.
Hig industrial activities are not confined to his own
bdme land—I mean the Maharsja Holkar's terri-
fories, but apread ovér the whole of India; - Oalcutta
gnd Bombay bear as much eloguent testimony to hie
abounding energy and business capacity as his own
Indore.: ¢ - S :

In order that the spirit of Swadeshism may per-
meate every section of the eommunity it is muck to
be'desired that extiibitions of this type should be
orghniged® at*’ ittervals - ' Froni - time immemorial
India ks been noted for her fige artd and the pro-
duets of her cottage industiries. The patrician ladies
* of dncient Rome took pride in bedecking themseclves
with gems and péarls and ‘wedring tire famons: Dacca
mushn.. Indeed, Pliny the higtorian, -lamenis the
drain of wealth to the East. Even up till the 17th
ahd 18th sentaries the * wealth' of India’ continaed
to-excite the envy and cupidity of the poet wnd the
adventurer salike. But as steam power began to
pupplant manual labour the tables were turned.
Fhe heavy- protective duties with- which England
praclically crushed ont of existence onr weaving and
spiining home-industries need not lo be detailed
were:: “It will be sificlent to‘qiote ‘these faw lines
from Romesh Duit's: Economic Hislory of .+ Brilish
{ndia L

“The process of the extinotion of Indian manu-
factures went-on. hdwever, ander the ‘new srrange-
mentsssin--1813. Caloutta eiported to-Liondon two
millions sterling ef British colton goods; in 1830
Ciloatts iniported two millions sterling "of British
cotton menufadtures, - . ", " A N
British maunfactures were imported into
Calentta on payment of a small duty of 24 per cent.,
while the import of Indian manufaciureg into
Epgland . wan:discouraged by heavy duties ‘ranging
up to 400 per cent. on their- valae,) . @ .00
- It ia no use, however, erying over spilt milln and
wringing our hands in blank despair. e must
waks up-and shake ‘off-'our' habitual lethargy and
make vigorous .efforté not only to revive cur lost
industries but slart new onea. I am glad to fiad that
iiolable sucecens has been achieved'in this direction
by individual private efforts, ¢.4:, pen ‘holders and
nibs for steel pens, ‘lead ’ pencils, carbon papers and
ribbone as manofactdred at Earachi, flash’ lights, as
also batteries for-the eame, rnbber -shoes, oil-cloths,
‘ swan-back’ waterproofs, soaps of euperior..quality
Bre how in evidence. How much partial saccess
has Beeh avhieved dn. the preparation-of chemicals
snd Jrugs need not: be dwelt .upon; -ue -I ‘naturally
feel gome delicacy here, However, & visit to the
gtall of the Beogal Chemical will, I hope, give one
a:faint idea of it.: v hes

Spinning And Weaving

‘The influx of cheap inachinéd-made articles of
forsign-malke has played havoo with .onr handicraft
indostries with the result that millions of epinners,
Aeavers, - blackeimiths -and almost every class of
Brtisarm have been enbbed of their bread:and thrown
out of employment thus-increasing the, pressnre-on
thie land. And as the sowing and reaping of the
crops occapies only a fraction of the year, there is
a appalling . wastage of human.laboor,. The follow-
ing short extraot from an account of peasant life
Atiring the slrolkt ‘sehsors in the agriculiatal (e nod-
ibdystrial) ountries in Middle .Briropd> may be- of
interest as showing how thn pe-p’o wilise their.time
wheri no ontdoor work is possible: ~ The easiest
tithe-for - the peasant 3 midwintér. Thefi hé ‘is
obliged to stay inside, and while he mends pote-and
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pans, doea a bit of carpentry and sharpens sickles,
kuivea and saws, women are spinning, weaving and
even embroidering.”

The Bombay cotton mills at beat give employment
to 3 or 4 lakhs, as do tlie jate mills on tho Hughli;
and the Cawnpore mills find occupation, it may ba,
for another conple of lakhs, Utmost two millions
osrn their bread in the industrial centrea of India,
but_ wbpt of tho remaining 318 millions ? Will yon.
wait till Manohesters, Liverpools, Glasgows and
Dundees apring up here and tranefer 30 per cent, of
the rural population to the urban arcag? Ave you
going to industrialise raral India?7 With the ex-
caption of Qaleutta and Howrah there are no towuns
in Bengal. The district tcwne are only towns in
nam-; they are the localities where the the law-
courts have sprang up and they sapport & parasitic
popalation, I am afraid you will have to wait till
doomeday. Apart from the question of the de-
girability of bringing about this bap;y consamma-
tion, bave yon, my Westernized brethren; even
shown antficient capacity for it? Why then all this
tall talkk abont opening up big indostries and re-
lieving congestion ? :

After all, India is an agricnltunral country and
must ever remain 50, The problem ia how to in-
creage the productivity of ‘the eoil by improved
methods of agricalinre, and how to supplement the
geanty incom: of the dwollers in the villages by the
introduction aud encouragement of a suobsidiary
ocoupation. [ hold that epinaing and weaving ave
the two partse of the one cottage industry which
admita of noiveraal applicatioa in [udia.-. |

* A simple calenlatioh will ehow the immense
potentialities of the charkz for which Colebrooke
pleaded hard m>oro than a'c>ntury and a quarter agJ.
The population of India ie 320 millions. If a
fraction of the millions in the villagee—say only
one-eighth—wera to earn 2 pice (a pico equals onv
farthing )a day the total would amount lo 80,000,000
pice or Re. 12,50,000 per day, which works oul Lo
365 by 12,50,000 or Re. 45,62,50,000 p-r year.
Industrialists uow-a-days talk of masy produotion;
but in [ndia we have to conut pupulation in masses,
hence earnings by the teeming millions, however
insignificant they may appear at the Rrst blash,
when calonlated in mass, amounnts to crores. The
weli-known aphorism ix the Hilopadesa,

ETRITARTY  AAgre —

f¢. a single blade of straw ia by ilself very weak,
bat bundles of if whon twisted into a rope are atrong
enough to bind a mad elephant—~holds literally true
here.: O - el

I have said somewhere that I am etranga ‘contra-
diction.” AB a chemist I have been -a lifelong tesl-
tabe holder and my keencst pleasures have bern
derived from my exp.rimeuta with my baloved
pupils in the recess of my laboratory'and bven’ now
1 consider a day mis-spent if [ cannot spend 4 to 5
hours there. Yet somehow or other I am regarded
as a pioneer io etarting some of onr indnstried
Students of soology limow well that: the 1Royal _tiger
of Bengal {(my closo neighbour in the dis'rict of
Khalna ) a8 also the.cat belpne to..the samv -family;
the tiger i1 called a magnified eat, Ho there is som¢
gort-of -family - relationship “Bbtween’ Sir- Hodknmni
Chund and myself;_g)nly the former is of ths Ruya
tiger type while my humble self 18 only a cat o
rather & Kitten' . Yet I htive beeri‘a gtagrieh ndvocaté
of the spinning whorland have always prided myself
on beifi thié unwhithy Ji-ciple of Mabatma Gandhi
in this respect; « fn most parts of Bengsl there is bat

«one erop—=(the anan_pa Idg )—9.months in the yea}
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the peasanta sit idle; wheress takivg the average of
the whole of India full six months are wasted as
being tl_:e non-crop Feason.

{ To bs continusd)

News In Brief

Union Parlisment has been prorogued until April
25.

_.o— -

The Vernlam Vijay Tennis Club played their
firat opening mateh with the Darby Club of Darby
Street, Durban, on Messra. Choonilal Bros’ Q'ennis
Court. 'The result of the mateh was & win for the
Vernlam Vijay Olub by 6 seta to 3. The following
- players represented the Vernlam Vijay OQlub:—
V. Raghavjes, M. Raghavjee, B Juta, N. Juls, v.
Juta, and Krishna Deesi of Gandhi & Co., Tongaat.

—_——

The third anonal general mesling of the Wit-
waterarand Indian Football Association wes beld in
Johannesburg and the following officials were elecled
for the ensuing season :—Patron, Dr. Williamson
Godfrey: vice-patron, Mr. D. M. Nursoo; preeident,
Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney; vice-presidents, Megars.
Sol. D. Royeppen, Amod Jajbhoy, 8. Nana, C. Ka-
maludien, M. Coovadia, Himdad Kahn, Iewis Sebas-
tian and S. Caesim; bon. eecretary, Mr. D. Pavady;
hon. treasurer, Mr. K. Thumby; record elerk, Mr.
Lawrence Williams. A brief report on the forth-
coming Indian soecer tour from India was sabmitted
and it ia anticipated the team will land in Darban to
play the first test mateh during Aunguet.

——

The deoision of the Government to ban the session
of the National Congrees at Caleutta bas had the
fullegs approval of Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of

_ State for Indis, and all the Provincial Governmenta,
stated Mr. Harry Haig, Minister of Home Affairs,
in the Assembly.

Qo

A fine of £3 was imposed in the Maritzburg
Court on I, 8, Ferreirs, of Bishoptowe, for assanlting
a pative on February 17. Ferreira was alleged to
bhave tied the native to a tree and lashed him with
a whip until he lost consciousness.

—_—O—

Sir George Schuster, Finance Member of the
Viceroy’s Oonncil, presenting his Budget in the
Assembly said that the sorplng was £1,627,500, In
spite of two moet difficult financial years India was
not only paying her way, he eaid, bat also providing
£3112,500 for the reduction of deht. ‘The
flouting debt had been reduced from £63,000,000 to
£26,250,000.—Reuter,

e a— - — e
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To Storekeepers: .

INDIAN FESIVAL EASTER. -

We have a new up-to-date range of -

Boys Suits with long trousers for boys

8 years upward-smart-up-to-date. '
~ Only the trade supplied.

W. G, Brown & Co,, Ltd,, Stockists.' ,

303, Pine Street, Durban
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