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THE COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES IN JOHANNESBURG

NIQUE data concerning Johannesburg’s popu-
lation probleme is at present being gathered
on & huge scale by a staff of inspectors

employed by the newly-appointed Traunsvaal Asiatic
Land Tenure Aet Commission.

Tens of thonsands of properties are being examined
for the purpossof dstermining the racial origin of
their inhabitants—black, brown and white. An
avea of several dozen square miles, including
roughly Johannesburg proper and every southern
suburb, i to be examined, house by honse, to find
out how many Euaropeaus, Asiatios, colonred pers s
and matives each houge shelters.

Some authentic preliminary details of this under-
taking can now be furnished by the Sunday Times,
By the end of March, 1933, it is hoped to have the
figures completo, and after this the public sittings
of the Commission will begin." :

Being under the chairmanship of Mr, Justice
Feotham, Judge-Pregident of Natal, and including
ag its members Mr. Donald Stewart, Rand Town-
ships Registrar, the leading authority on Johannes-
burg’s complicated system of land titles as well as
Mr. H. Britten, Chief Magistrate of the City, with
J. R. Hartshorne, a sgnior official of the Immigration
Department, as secratary, the Commission is regarded
a8 a very strong one.

.Report In 1934

The sittinga will 1ast for months, and & report is
not likely to be ready before the middle of 1934.

Every township in Johannesburg has been
examined with the view tp ascertaining which have
restrictions against non-Erropean occcupaticn and
which have not.

The ultimate objeot of the mquiry is to regularise
the position of the many huandreds of natives,
Asiatics and coloured people who have in all good
faith for years oconpied proclaimed ground in
contraventon of the law.

In order to make it clear that the information
now pought involves no setigma, the ataff of the
GCommission has sscured the help of clergymen,
mipsionaries, school teachers and other persons of
influenos in the areas aflected, Explanations of
the nature of the survey have been given out in
a number of church pulpits since the ingpectors
started their rounds,

Commencing in the exireme west of the town, the
officers are working their .way towards Jeppe and
beyond. Special maps have been prepared and show
that the statistics will come from between 10,000 or

20,000 tenants, They include part of Mayfair,
Fordsburg, Johannesburg proper inclading Hospital
Hill and the area as far as the top of Twist Strest
(Clarendon Circle), Braamfontein, Doornfontein,
Jeppestown, Turffontein, and the entire southern

 part of the city, including the mines. -

Usaful help has been given by the Coloured
People’s Walfare Association a8 well as by certain
organigationg connected with the Indian communit ;.
All the information (which is regarded as con-
fidential) is being tabulated and digested a8 it comes

" in to the Commission’s headqnarters in the Old Fire

Station, Von Brandis Square.

Owing to the oireulation of manifestly uninformed
statemeonts about the investigation during the pas;
woeks and the alleged “wusing of school children
for political purposes,”. the Stnday T¥mes has secured
accesd to details on the form about which objeotions
were made. 'This states that it i8 “acquired for the
information of the Commission appointed to inquire
into the ocoupation of procleimed land by coloured
persons. Completion of this form does not neces-
sarily imply that the occupant is in unlawful oocupa«
tion.” “Qoloured persons” is made to include
every non-European,

Information . Wanted

The information asked for is the name of the
occupant, his race, the addressat which he lives, the
name and natiouality of the owner of the property,
the nature of the tenancy, if any, the nature of any
trade carried op, the period daring which the
coloured ocoupier has been in residence, some
details about his predecessor, if these are mown
and some facts aboub registration if the temant is
an Asiatic. .

* The object of the data, once it has been co-
ordinated,” the Sunday Times investigator was
informed, ' ie to determine clearly which areas are
overwhelmingly white and which are overwhelming- -
ly coloured or Asiatic. On the basis of these facts,
gupplemented by sach evidenoce 28 will be sabmitted
by individuals and organisations after next March,
the Commission proposes to make its recommenda-
tions to the Government for the adjustment of the
trouble. Fhull regard will be had to the rights of
the nen-Europeans in doing so.” -

From a pociologioal point of view the inguniry is
already yielding interesting faots nolably the com-
parative scarcity of indiseriminate living-together of
black jand white, even in slums.~Sunday Tikidr, -
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SHAMEFUL IF IT IS TRUE
P[FHE Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure

Act Commission is nowadays making

great overtures in Johannesburg.

When the Commission saw that a large
aumber of coloured people have not filled in
the D.L 29 forms issued under this Act and
it is not receiving the required informaiion,
it has issued new forms and by publishing
aotices in local papers it instructs the
coloured people living on the proclaimed
land to fill in the forms and supply the
Commission with the necessary information,
The Commission has not stopped there.
)t has engaged a staff of inspectors and on
the proclaimed areas they are visiting house
by house distributing forms and advising
the people who are affécted to fill in the
forms. We are surprised to learn that the
Commission has secured the help of clergy-

" men and missionaries who work amongst
the Coloured and Native population. These
clerggymen and missionaries preach to the
members of their congregations that they
should submit tq the Transvaal Asiatic Land
Act and fil] in the forms issued under it
We are at 2 loss to understand how these
missionaries who are followers of Jesus
Christ and who preach to their congrega-
gations to follow Christ’s teaching, can
advise them to submit to this humiliating
Actand to fill in the forms. The funda-
mental teaching of Jesus Christ is of uni-
versal brotherhood. Al men are children
of one God and therefore they are members
of ong family. No one is superior or
inferior. Whether the colour of the skin of
men is black, brown or white, they are all
equal in the eyes of Jesus Christ, How can
the missionaries who follow this teaching
of Jesus Christ and who preach to others to
do likewise, advise their followers to submit
to the Asiatic Land Tenure Act? This
Act lays down racial discriminations. It
establishes the principle of segregation, It
insults the self-respect of the ;:olourg'd
" people as it forbids them to live op the
proclaimed land. According to this Act the
coluured people wiil be asked to live and
trade in ccrtain set aside areas and the very
physical presence of 2 coloured man on the
proclaimed land except on the set aside
areas, will be considered a crime, Why
should the Asiatics and coloured people
who have been residing on the proclaimed

Jand fo1 years be now compelled tg live in
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varioys other reasopns we have protested
against this Act and have advised our
countrymen not to submit to it. We would
like to ask the missionaries who preach to
the members of their congregations 1o
submit to this racial legislation, wheiher
they themsslves wauyld be prepared to
submit to such humiliating legislaiion were
it to be applied to them? Will they
submit to an Act which may compel them
to live in certain set aside areas onf;r and ’if
they dare to’live in forbidden areas they
could be punished under it? If Jesus Christ
were to come to-day to Johannesburg and
if he dares to live on Lhe proclaimed land
because be is an Asiatic, he has to fill in’ the
D.I. 29 form and will be compelled o
live in exempted areas only! As the
position is exactly the same as we described
it under the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure
Act, what is the real duty of the clergymen
and missionaries who are engaged in advising
their followers to submit to such a humji-
liating Act? Their ¢lear duty is to ask
their followers not to submit to this Act and
suffer the copsequences in the same way
as (Christ suffered for the principles he
cherished. The Commission has gone a
step further, We understand’ that the
teachers in thé Government Indian and
Coloured schools have been given instruc-
tions from their superior officers to the effect
that they should explain to. the children
what the Asiatic Land Tenure Act is. They
have been supplied with the D.I. 29 forms
and asked to deliver them to their parents.
Ifitis true it is shameful. We know for
certain that it is a fact. The Government
servants are not supposed to take part in
politics in this country. We are sorry to
learn that the children who are iéarning'i'n
the schools are in this way dragged into
politics, We cannot upderstand how Mr.
Justice Feetham who s a man of inter-
national reputation, can take such a step.
One could see from this, how anxious the
Government is to enforce this law. We
have many times warned our countrymen
not to submit to this Act and we wam
them once more never tg submit to it?
Rather die than submit even though the
Government of Indid, '1}1?:0"ﬁgh its Agent,

certain set 3f§id§ areas? For these and

co-operates with thé CSmmission, -
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Congress Reception To:
Agent-General

Appreciation of what is being done by the Agent-
General tp the’ Government of India, EKunwar
r{aham Singh, and his wife, the EKunwarani, in
heir short stay in Johannesburg was shown by the
crowded attendance at the reception arranged by
t.ho Transvaal Indian Oongress in the Trades Hall.

‘In welcoming the ﬂwtmgmahod gnoats, Mr. C. K.

T, Naidoo, who “pregided, eaid that they were
éxamples of the cultured Indians in Boyth Africa
of whom no country in the world need be ashamed.

The Indian gifts of flowers to the guests were not
omitted, and the beautifnl design of the garlands
;'eﬂected the hearty good will of local Indians,

" While we may d:ffer in politics,” said the
phau-man. Mr. Naidoo, “ this i is not an accasion for
political discnssion.”

Messra, P. K. Desai, 8. M. Nana, D. M. Nuxaoo, V.

8. C. Pather, Z. B, Parekh an the Rev. B. L. E.
Sigamoney ‘all joined in the welcome,

Replying, the ~ Agenf, Kunwar Maharaj Singh,
gaid he did not think it was the time for speech-
‘thaking, far more » interesting things were happening
i Johsanesburg just now. ' For instance, who would
win the big fight, Stribling or McCorkindsle? He
could hear the chairmén, as a good Sonth African,
N McCorkindale. ‘(Laughter.) -

"Progress In Education

Speaking in s more serious vein, the Eunwar
.oheerved that gatherings snch a8 this showed 'them
that there wae a great future before 'them. He had
‘been to the Government Indian School and was
agreeably surprised at the large number of the
chlldren attending wha in time would—t{o qunote a
prevmus speaker—act a8 porch-bearerp of Indian
- cujture and civilisation,

. ;t wag essentisl for the pmgress of the Ipdian
‘commaunity that there should be edacation advance-
ment for girls as well a8 boys.

) Iam, hoaaid' in fullf accord with the state-
progress,” 0o

U.nempl_o_ym_ent

The Agent-Genersl referred to the contents of a
letter hehad recgjved from the office af the Minister
of Labour intimating that if the Durban Town
Council accepted the department’s echeme, employ-
ment would be fouud for about 600 Indians in
Darban.

This was the reeult of eonslstent work on his
part in mterviewing the authorities and drawing
attention 'to the 'distress among unemployerl
Indians, He had also been informed that the Durban
Corporation had taken steps to reliave the geverity
of distress among Indian unemployed. These
were pighs, despite a feeling of pessumsm at times,
ot hope for the furture.

“I'have looked forward to this gal:horing, said
KunwarMaharaj Singh in conolusion, “with pleasure,
and have been amply vepaid by yomr hospitality.”

The Kunwaraoi’s Reply

The Kunwareni, who alao replied, was obvioup! 'y
touohed by the warm expreasions of welcome.

“It makes one realige,” she said, ‘ope's own
omisgions, and that one does not deaerve & quarter
of the kind things that are said. My heart is full
of affection for you all, for are we not members of
afamﬂy? :

R sometimes rofer too mnuh to our faults it
i | I feel deeply. If I say anything that

end, it is only that I am extremely apxiouns

Blp "I foel that in order to advance we must

be alive to our fanlts. f do hope that in our

) ‘\.‘ g,

. Poatmaster-General.

short stay in South Africa we shall mouaecl in
aggisting in some small measure yo r cauge.t -

Dr. M. Mayadas alsq briefly retarned thanks.

Indians And Past Offices
Supreme Court Judgmept

The right of Indxans ln be lerved at the annio
connter a8 Enropeans in the Pietersburg Post Offive
was apheld by a full court of three judges—the

Judge-President (Mr, Justioo Do Waal), Mr. Justica
Tindell, and Mr. Justice De Wot i’ﬂ ths Snpreme
Qourt, P:etoria.

The matter had been brought before Mr. Jastice
Barry in chambers by an Indinn, I. G. Rasool, and
his lordship had decided in favour of Ra.sool and
against the Miniater of Poals and Telegraphs' and the
Apainat this decision the
Minister and the Postmaster-General appealed,

-~ Mr. Justice Tindall, glvmg judgment, @id the
issue in the appeal was’ whether thé Postmaster-
General had authority to withhold from non-Earo-
peens service at post offices except in a separate
room reserved for non-Europeans, Before December,
1931, Indiane desiring to be ssrved 'at thé post office
at Pietersburg had been served at the same counter
as Earopeans, while natives ware served in a room
parlitioned off and entered by a poparate door, nhovo
which appeared the words * Native Post Office.” -

Thereafter this notice was altered to ™ Non-
Europeans,” and postal officials refused to serve
Iandians at the Buropean counter, These steps had
been taken by the local postmaster under mstmot:ons
from the  Postmaster General. :

It’ wan guccessfally contended before the judge
in chambers, gaid his lordship, that the instrmotions
made a disorimination based on race or colonr be-
tweon classes, and wero outsldo the powers ot t.lm
Postmaster-Goneral,

Postmaster’s Aftidavit

The first point taken on appeal wase that the
learned judge ought to have upheld an objeotion
that the procedurs by way of petition was in-
appropriate. In the present matter it wae alleged
in'an affidavit made by the postmaster that the
arraugements referred to were essential for the
smooth and prompt working of the post office,

Circumstancea ware concaiyable, said his lordship,
in which frigtion hetween two sections of the
populnnon might necessitate the provision of separate
accommodation for them in post offices. If the
exmtonee of anch circumstances had bsen suggested
in the presenf case, the hearing of evidence might
have been necessary -and proper procedure might
have been by action. But the allegalions of the
postmaster’s affidavit did not raise such ap isene,
and his lordship held that the judge in chambers
had heen correct in deciding the matter on petition.
" The main question at issae was .whether the dig-
erimination iovolved was unsathorised. Cases in
the present court had laid down that discrimingtion
based purely on race or cokour waa diserimination
unequal in its operation, and in the absanns of
authority from the legislature, & local auihprisy or
oﬁcml was not entitled to make such a discrimination,

1 do not consider it necessary to decide that under
po  ciroumstances whatever would the postal
aathorities be entitled to require differeut segtions
of the population to atilise uepmfo counters,”” went
on Mr. Justice Tindall. *This question does mo}
nw arige, All that I decide in the present onse
m that on the sdmitted faots the appellant is not

itled to make the differentiation made, namely,
t'\ i betwesn Eeropeans and non-Buropaand. Thy
appeal must therefore be with coata,”

ngr-
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Fhe Judge-President and M. Justice De Wet

BN a .
A. A, ftobetts sppeared for the Minister and
theM;omuhr-Geneml; Mr. I, Carlewis for Rasool.

i

Asiatic Land Tenure Act

The allegation that propaganda is being eamed
on in favour of the Asiatic Land Tenure Act in
Johannesburg Indian schools was made at thg
reception to the Agent-General, Konwar Maharaj
Singh, and the Kunwarani, held under the auspices
of the Transvaal Indian Congress at the Trades Hall.

School children, said the Rev. B. L. E, Bigamoney,
were being taught to influence their parents to fill
in the form required in terms of the Act. “The
commission,” he declared, * is nsing the schools for
distributing pamphlets and indirectly foreing child-
yen to get their parents to complete the necessary
forms.”

The secretary of the Land Tenure Act Commission, .

Mr. J. R. Hartshorne, interviewed by the Slar re-
presentative, said that the forme were simply sent
to the sohools to be distributed.

Agent-General At Samaj

*We have gathered here this evening,” said Mr.
R. V. Patel, the chairthan of the Transvaal Hindn
Seva Samaj, at & crowiled meeting at the Patidar
Hall, Newtown, Johannesburg, “to welcome one
who i8 well known sll over India as a capable
administrator, one who is highly respected abroad
agan indefatigusble and staunch advooate of equality
of Indians overseag, one who has toured East Africa
and other colonies of the Brilish Empire and won
golden opinions for his splendid work, and one who
has been sent to South Africa as India’s agent to
look after the inlerests of Indians. I mean our
hgnom;ed guest of the evening, Kunwar Maharaj

‘The namees of the Kunwarani and her sister, Dr,
Mayadas, were also aseociated in the welcome,
Referring to the objects of the society, Mr, Patel
n_;id the Bamaj was a socisl body, established
eight months ago, with the sole motive of
attempting to supply the social needs of the Hindm
community. The Samaj (society) had been success-
fulmmm:mgn Hindn ward which was going to
be erected in the General Hospital by donating
£1,000, and its immediate intention and ambition
was 10 erect a hall, baild a temple and have a library
for the ]::[mdns. The chairman, Mr, Patel, was
aupport?d in other welcoming apeeches by Mesars. P,
K. Desai, who thought the Kunwareni might be
ablte to do i{:ec;egenm work-—"'a second Mra Naidu ”
untramme v ce regulations, D, L, Mi
Z. mkih and cl:uitheu. 8 os D. 1. Mishry,
plyiog in Hindustani, Kunwar Maharaj Sin
amsured al: prasent &f his follest support Jm agly1
mmmminotl:lis oounmtry. wards the uplift of Indiang
that day, he eaid, he had atten:
bam!.-inaid of the Indian ward at the dlgdretotll'li:
Hoapx_lnl. and he was glad to acknowledge the
donation of over £1,000 to the hospital by Mr,
. Oareim Adam. In Durban there was a bequest
from Mr. R. K, Kban of over £40,000 in sid of
hospitals and dispensaries. He hoped that their

be emulated by Johannesburg

Appealing.to the women to help in the educati
of tho;ir children, both girls and boys, tht;c?{t;?
warani gaid that they must sapport her. “I cannot
stand alone, you must progress with me,”

..

The Kunwarani’s Appeal

The Kenwaraui Maharsj Singh mede 2u eloquent
appeal for amistance for the [ndian community at the
Goodwill Club louch, at the Carlion Hotel, Johannes.
burg, and asked the members to bo more helpful, cour-
teous and sympathetic to their neighbours, the Iudiana,
The term “ dirty coolie *” was often used, buk she felt it
was used in ignorance.

* Qo ahead and find out for yourselves what difficulties
your neighbours are working under, and what injustices,
to say the least of it, they snﬁer,“_she said. *“ Yon have
left your Indian neighbonrs to be {ll-treated and to die at
the wayside.”

« It is in your hands,” she said, * whether you intend
to preach goodwill irreapective of caste, colour and creed.”

The Kunwarani spoke of the plight of Indian women,
For the girls there were no educational facilities, and
there waa no hope for them nnless they were assisted in
that respect. '

«There is no girls’ echool in this province,” she mid.
« A few of them attend the boys’' echool, but there they
are natarally at a disadvantage. The Indian also feeds
the coffers of the Pmed cial G:vmh?anb;hl 'drhe la::a

" money to educate the white children,
l:|¢:.fj,ﬂiliu‘.tl¢aitulogl‘:s“i‘or ounr girla and boys. I am hoping
to start & swmall recreation clab for Indian girls at
Darban, and would greatly like to do so here.”

There the girls conld meet, and in addition to games,,
they would read and do some advanced work. In the
hoepitals there was no chance of Indiam girls being
trained s nurses. There was nob even what conld be
called an Indian bed in the new Pretoria hospital. The
Indians needed leadership. ’ :

The Kuowarani mentioned that Indian boys conld
qua.ify only as far 88 the 6th standard. She paid &
tribate to the few devoted European people who were
working for Indisns against great odds, and ssid that,
travelling round the country, there were so many prob-
lems that at times she aud her husband felt overwelmed.

“But I am rather an optimist,” she said. “[ have
faith in the ultimate good nature sud goodwill of the
South Africans, and of you women who control the
central pulse of nations.”

Sérvice At Cathedral |

A gervice of Holy Communion for all races was held
recently in St, Mary’s Cathedral, Johanuesburg. Hymns
were sung in flve langnages—English, Zula, Sesuto,
Sechuana aud Xoea, There was a representative con-
gregation and abomt 200 people received the Holy
Communion together. -

The Bishop ( the Right Rev. Dr. A, B. L. Karney )
was the oelebrant, and he was sssisted by the Dean (the
Very Rev. W, A, Palmer); the Rev. Bernard Sigamoney

(an Indian priest) and the Rev. Greenstock Nyovans, Lith,
of the Bantu nation, :

[We publish the above and congratnlate Bishop
Karney on the united service, but it is farce when ont of
865 days in the year, ouly on ona day a true Christisn
front is shown, Lot the Bishops of Pretoria and Johan-
nesborg remove the barrier that exists in their dioceses
which will not atlow non~Europeans to sttend services in
White Ohurches at the same time and which exists largely
in the conntry districts. Special servioces in a Christisn
Charch for the Bautus ‘or "Indiana are sgainst the
teachings of Christ, —Fd. LO.] ~
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Indian School At Newtown
The Agent-General’s Visit

Speaking at the annual display exhibition of work
of the Government school for Indians at Newtown,
the Agent-General, Kunwar Maharaj Slogh, im-
pressed upon the pupils, both boys and girls, their
duty in keeping up the honour of the Indian eom-
munity. Onelway of doing this was by always
telling the trutb, He askad the children to repeat
the words, * Always epeak the truth,” and he then

tod it in Hinduoetani. :

*rphis is all 1 want of you and if you do that in
everything you do, you will stay in this country,
respected by all, for ever and ever.”

Another thing, the Agent-General emphasieed,
was education of Indian girls. There were 600
boys as compared with 60 girls, and agked the boys
what they had done to their sisters.

“ Have you drowned them ?” (Laughtcr) “Have
you killed them ?” (Laughter.) * Hauds up those
boys who want their sisters to come to sohools.”

At this a large number of hands went up.

, Execellent Work

The Agent-General thanked the dootors who had
given their services to the mchool clinia instituted
by the principal, Mr. 8, Zwarenstein, and thanked
the the teaching staff.

“Y wish,” he added, “there were more parents
:rdese’x’xttoseethegood work that is vieible on all

ides.

Kunwarani Mabaraj Singh said parvents shounld -

mupport the school as a mark of appreciation for
what the teachers were doing for the eduneation
of their children. She would have liked to have
geen the school crowded with parenta to-day. ,
“Jt is rather Qisappointing,” she said, “not to
find more girls here, If I pee more girls at school
I will be better pleased.” . )

The Maritzburg Indian
Unemployment Relief Committee

The work of the Maritzburg Indian Unemploy-

ment Relief Committee for the past one year was .

reviewed at s publiv meeting held in the H.Y.M.A.
on Wednesday the Tth October. The meeting, at
which Rev. A. J. Choonoo presided, was well

sttended A large number of unemployed Indians

were present,

The secretary { Mr. 8, R. Naidoo) in his annual
report observed :—

In November of 1931, in view of distress and
poverty caunsed through unemployment among
Indians in Maritsburg and its neighbourhood, the
Maritzburg Branoh of the Natal Indian Oongress
convened a public meeting to decide as to what
steps should be taken to give relief to those who are
affected by the prevailing canses of unemployment.
At this meeting a representative committee was
formed with the objeet of giving relief and finding
work for the unemployed.

. Bince the formation of the committes, members of

the Committee actively engaged themselves in the
work of relief, Altogether 25 meetings were held
during the year, Many members of the Committee
failed to attend meetings and neglected their part of
work, This unfortunate inactivity threw the burden
of work on a fow members of the Uommittee who
mplaoed at o disadvantage In eémrrying out the

é'

ERY

In November 1931 the Committee commenced to
colleot funde. Later a deputstion interviewed the
Mayor { Conneillor P. H. Taylor) for a grant for the
purpose of earrying on ralief work. The Uity
Council made a grant of £100 which waa expended
in the purchage of provisiona for the unemployed.
T_he Committee, and no doubt the Indian commu-
nity, appreciate the generons consideration shown
by the Council in making the grant.

Numerous deserving applications to the Committes
for relief neceasitated the raising of funds to cope
up with the demand. In conjunction with the
Maritzburg Indian Health and Strength Club a
variety conoert was staged, which broughta revenue
of £13 138 8d. to the fande. The eonocert was
much appreciated by the publis, who patronised it,
and the artists who took part did their work oredit-
ably, To them and those who assisted, our grateful
thanks are due,

On June 18, a strest collection in aid of relief
funds was, on the application of the Committee,
authorised by the City Council, Prominent Earo-
pesn and Indian ladies collected, and the total
amount derived was £54 33. No word of praise is
gafficient to these ladies and young Indian girls who
did eplendid work in collecting a fairly good sum
of money, which occasioned no little surprise at the

* peaults achieved considering the bad times.

At the commencement, for a month or so, supply

. of provisions was given on orders placed with store-

keepers. ‘This did not work well and proved un-
gatisfactory. Through the courteay of Mesars,
Caseimn Sulemsan and R. N. Moodley their depot in
Otto Street was made avsilable to us on a small

- gharge baged upou the amount of goods purchased.

Provisions were purchased at the lowest market
price, and personal distribation was made to the
unemployed. This method of relief proved much
galisfactory, and savings on cash purchases were
effected,

Dry provisions such as rice, ‘mealie meal, dholl,
gugar, salt, and in some cased potatoes, onions, and
vegetables, and clothing were digtributed. Distri-
bution commences on the first Mondsy in each
month and lasts until 3 or 4 days, Several cases of
emergency were also provided with rations each
month,

There are on the Relief Register 271 casea.

The following table shows the number of cases
dealt with every month and sapply of rationa given :

1931 Month Number of families to whom
rations have heen iseued,

December 56
1932 Janmary 60
February 72
March 88
April 103
. May 105
June 121
July 108
Angust 105
September 100
Qotober 102
November 113
Deacember 150
1285

—

The work of the Committes included the finding .
of work fur the unemployed, Itis diffioult to find
work for the unemployed sithough thare are Hon-
dreds of Tndiaps who are dnzious to do fity kind of
nuoiﬁm‘ulonaﬂtﬂermmw wolf frond
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employed Indians want work, and do
::!et g::i;.o fE lI;e hgmi-dén_ on public charity. \
The véfy appalling distress, starvation dud pl:wrt_aga 4
which iingtfiployed Indiana are unlde‘rgoihg tﬁi bz
ars bayond deseription. The duthorities shon h
nrgtid to find 8 place hf'm- Indian nnemployed ii any
h illef worlk. o
m}gt?él\%v:ﬂﬁen 928 a “rald” was conducted ot
Iddiad 8hops in Maritzbdi'g_aud many of the In‘#ﬁn-
storekeepers donated provisions aud groceries. v [
total quantity collected was 104 bags of tice, 17 bage
of menlis meal; 3 bags of salt, 1 bag of dhol), 3 bags
of flour, 3 bags of potatoes and onions; and sundry
articles. The Committes expresses its gratefulness
to all those who cheerfully donated articles of food.
The Relisf Committes has made an applicatioh. to
the City Council for a farther graut, and it is hoped
that help will be given to anablel the Committes tg
continue ite work of assisting those who are place
i te circumstances. )
. Xnig:;:rmhas also been addressed to the, City
Couaneil to fnvonmblylgfnsideln; the question of em-
oying Indiana on.velief work. | .
pl(;y;;} hIappy to feel that the Relisf Committes han
been doing good work in assisting  the euffering
humanity, and they are fo be congratnlated on the
gnccess that hes attended their efforts.. Iam deeply
gensible of the help that I have received [rom the
Ohairman of the Committee { Rev. A, J. Choonoo )
in my daties 88 Secretary. Iam a]so_ not nnmmdful
of th¥ co-operatlon I received from Messrs.

Jaretb, R. Manicknii, R. P. Naidd, Umar Singh, G.

Zachdriah, V. George, M. D. Pillay and othér willing

orkierd, - e e
v Mr. R. N. Moodley was ovér rdady in plaéing hid
cat 4t our dieposal whenaever urgent reliét cages had
to be invéstigatéd, and rblief given. Our sincers
thinks tre dué t6 him.

5 L Resolutions ‘

The meeting passed the following resolutions - —-
1. This mass meeting held under the auspices of
the Maritzburg Indian Unemployment Relief Com~

mittee.‘respaottnlly hegs to point ont that no cogni- -

eance. 1§ taken by the anthorities of the distiress
prevailing among Indiana cansed throngh unemploy-
ment and their unsympatbetic attitade has had an
effgct of influencing both maunicipalities and private
bodies of still restricting Indian spheres of liveli-
hood. It therefors appeals to the Minister of. Labour
that ag Indians are South African pationals he may
extent the same foilitles in regatd to relief works
and subsidied that dre granted to the eoloured
pmp]g', . P e s
2. That this meetihg hereby places on record its
deep sense of gratitude to the Pietermaritzbirg
Town Council forassislance to Indian unemployed
but it respectfoliy requests that work should be
found for the Indian unempioyed and that in any
relief echemes Indians should be recogaised. in the
same way as Earopeans and Ooloureds,  As. most of
the Indians are barn in South Afriea, this méeting
Angrests that the Fown Couucil might approgoli the
Government for the necessary subsidy, .
8. To all eraployers of Indian Iabonr the Maritz-
burg Indian Unemployment Relief Committee is
profoundly grateful for providing means of liveli-
hood. It submits that the incidence of ‘anemploy-
ment has the same effect in the distress that follows
in its wake s it -bas on other sections of the oom-
muounity, and therefore in any scheme of Te-organisa-
tion and retrenchment past sexvices of Indiang ought
to bb taken into the fuilest consideration. .
The meeting authorisc) that thesp resolutions be

forwarded to the Agent-General. Bleotion' of Com-

mmw took place, m
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- wrodg if cagtemen regard themselyés da

ben’s bakery donated over ‘100'_ loaves of
hg:%gal:i, which wad ﬂistrlbhte‘d Bnong -thowe of
the unemploye:l present. The meeting expressed itg
thanks to the Ribben’s bakery.

Interviews With ;fh:t? Méiiéﬁim

From the . relpi_iea ‘given by Sir Samael Hoarato

questions in the Honse of Commons it wonld appear

that Mahatma Gandhi is ander a restriction at presens .

to disonss the question of untonchability alone with those
who are iuteregbed in it. But Sir Samue] added that

letters adviging the Mahatmp to give up civil disobedience

1d also be freely ndmitted. The question then nrises :
gol::bbera in this segse are admiseible, why not tal!;g and
interviews ? Sarely there are. encngh leaders. in .th_e
conntry whom Government can rely upon to use their
influence only in the direction of dissnading him from

the movement. If any such expresses o detire to be.

allowed to have private talks with the Mahatma on:the

litical situation, Government ought in reason to extend -
]l::rmmion to him’ to do 8o, withopt the gaol authorities

thrusting their presence on  the interviewer. - The
Mahatma will naterally have many thingsto consider
before he can coneeit to an abandonment, and a con-
versation in regard to them must necesearily bé. of h

grictly confidential nature. Will Goverament then -be-

agreeable to leb conversations proceed away from -the
gaoler ? Perhapa Sir Samuel Hoare's reply implies this,
In any case a public s:atement on this subject . would <be

very desirable. If Government will give this facility, -

they will have temoved at least patt of the difficnlties

which now make a search for a way uat of llga presént
impasee altogether imposcible—Servant of India.

Mahatma Gandhi’s St'af'em'ei'i;

Removal Of Untouchébiﬁt"y

i‘Il
A correspondeat, in ppite of haviog received 'a libersl

edncation, euggests that before Harijans are pot on w -

level with gaste-Hindus, they should bacome fit for -auch

reception; shed their dirty habite, give up eating carrioh;
and another goes the length of saying that _Bhangii dnd -
- Chamars who sre engaged in what he condiders are

“dirty occnpstions™ should give them np.. . These
critics forget that vastmen. are- responsible .for .whatevir

. bad habits ara 10 be observed amongst tha. Harijaris. The

so-called higher castes bave deprived them of faeilitied
for keeping themselves clean and also the incentive for
doilig 80, As for the occupation of scavetigiog - and

«tanning, they are no more dirty than many othen oconpan

tions [ cap mLme. - What may be admitted ia that these
occupations like several others are carried on in .a dirty
maoaer. That again is due_to the high-handed: indif-
ference and criminal neglect of the high-castes’ I
can eay from personal experience that both seavenging
and tanoing can be doae in a perfectly healthy ahd oclean
mmmer,l . Every mother is a scavenger in regard to:her

own children and every student of modern medicine. s a -

tanner inasmuch as he hes to dissect and skin hhmén
carcases, But we consider theirs to be sagred occupas
tions, is_ubmib that the ordinary scavenger's and the
tanner's ocoapations are o lsss sacred and no less nsefal
than those of mothers and medicsl men: Wa shall - go

patrons distri-

~buting favonrs to the Harians, Whatever ig dorie hoir -
A s
b . R i,
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by the caste Hindus for the Haryans will be but a tardy
repatation fof the wrongs done to them fer generatiops,
and if now, they have to be received in their existing
gtate,.as they must bo received, it is a well deserved
punishinent for the past guilt. Bt there is this certain
satiafaction that. tha very act of receiving them with
open liearta wonld be a sufficient incentive to cleanliness
and the castemen will for thelt .own comfort and con-
venietite. provide Harsjans with facilitiea for keeping
themselwes clean:- . : : , -

It is well to rémind onrselves of what wrongs we have
beaped upon the devoted hends of Harijons. Socially
they are lepers. Economieally they are worse than
glaves. Religiously they are denied entrance to places
we miscall  houses of God.” They are denied the uee,
on the same terdid di thb odBtkiden; of phblic roads,
public schools, public hoapitals, public wells, public taps,
public paiks and the like, and in some oasés their
approach within & meagured distance id a social .crime
and in some other rare-enough cases their very sight is
an offence. They are relegated for their residence to the
woi"st_('tqa_rber"s of cities or villages where they. practically
get -ho bocld) berviees Qaste Hindn lawjers and
dodtois will riok serve them as they du other: members of
pociety. Brahmihs will not officiate st their religiods
functions. 'The wonder is that they ave at all able to
ko ont an existence or that they still remain within the
Hindu fold.. They are oo downtrodden to rise in revolt
sgainet, their suppressore.

1 bave recatled these mfic and shameful facta in order
to ike the workers vividly realise the implications of
the Yeravds Pact. It is only ceaseless -effort that can
raise these downtrodden fellow beings from degradation,
purify Hinduism and raise the whole Hindu society and
with it the whele of India.

Let us not be stunned by this simple recital of the
wrongs. 1f the demonstration duriog the Fast Week was
a genine expredsion of repéhtance bn the part of caste
Hindus all will be well, and every Hardian will eoon fesl
the glow of freedom. But before this mach-desired end
can be g¢hieved the message of freedom will have to be
carried to the remotest village. Indeed the work in the
village is far moré difficnlt than in the bis cities where
it is possible quickly to mobilise publio ‘opiuion. Now
that there is the All-India Anti-Untouchability League
workers should work in oo-ordiuation with that League.
And Kere I would like to recill what Dr. Ambédkar tald
me. He said, “ Let there be no repetition of the mi,
method when the reformer claimaed to know iiore of the
requirements of his victims than the vietims themselves,”
and therefore, he added, * tell your workers to asceriain
from the represontatives of the Harijoms what their first
peed is and how they-would like it to be satished. Joint
refre: hments are good enongh by way of demoastration,
but they may be overdone, There is & flavour of patron-
age about them. . I wodld dob attend therh miygelf. ., The
more dignified procedure wohld be to invite us to ordinary
social functions withont sny foss. Even temple entry,
good dhd necessary as ib is; may wait, The crying need
i8 the raising of the econownio status and decent behaviour
in the daily coi':l'gcﬁ” .1 mdsk nob fepeat Hiere some of
the liarrowiny details given by bim from his bwa bitter
experiences, I felt the foree of his kémarkss I hope
every one of my readers will do likewise. = . .. .

Many enggestions bave been gonk to me for adoption
by the reformers. Oiie is 4 £ ion of what Swami
Shraddhanandji used .to repeat eo often, namely, that
every Hindu should have in_ his home a Harijan who
wonld.be for all practical purpoees & fnember of the family.
The gecond comes from & Bou-Hinda. friend deeply
interested in India’s welfare. .He says that every well-
to-do Hindu should bear the expense of giving, if possible
tinder his own observation, higher edugation to a Harijan
young mau of girl 3o that these after hnishing their. edn-

cation mijtht wark fot the nplift of fellow-Harisans.

Both the smggestions are worthy of 'consideration and
adoption. I wopld ask all who g&ve frmitful suggeations
to make to pass thém on to the newly eatablished Leazue.
Ccrrespondents should recognise my limitations, From
behind the prijon gutes, I cau only tender advice to the
League aund the people. I can take no part in the real
execation of plaus, They should also recognize that
my opinione, based #8 they must b6 on ineufficient data,
and often on secondhand information, are liable to revi-

_Bion in the light of vew facts and ehonld therefore be
received with caution.

Though it i now past history I wounld devote a
paragraph to the objéction raimed by & correspondent and
even voiced in suppressed tones in the press, Referring
to the political part of the Pact they ask, *What have
you gained by it ? ‘The Harijans bave surely got mneh
more than the Prime Minister gave” Weil, that is
exactly the gain, My opposition to the decision was that
it gave stone instead of bread.  This Pact has given bits
of bread, . I pereonslly would have rejoiced with Dr.
Moonje if tha Harsjans bad got all the geats allotted to
to the Hindus. That wonld have been the greatest gafi
to caste-Hindns and Hindnis. What I wanted and
what I etill waut is their complete merger in the caste-
Hindas and the latter’s in the furmer. It is my
deliberate opinion, not Iikelz to be altered hy any fresh
Pact that may come to light, that the more the smp-
preasors give to the sdppressed the more they gain.
They gain pro lanle discharge from overdue debta.
Unleds the caste Hindus approach the question im that
humblé, jlehitent, religious and right spirit, the remain-
ing part of the Pact will never be observed in the spirft
thstkaeemed to pervade Hindu vociety during the Fast
wealz,

I wonld like to tendef my congratulations to those
Princes who have opened thelr State temples to the
Harijans nnd have otherwiss proclaimed bsnishment of
nntonchability from thelr States, If I may say it, they
have thereby done some penance on their own behalf and
their people, I hope that the Hindus residing in these
States will earry ofit the berme of these proclamations and
go fraternise with them s to make the Harijans feel ttat
they never were the deapised outcastes of Hindn human-
ity: We are too near the ecene of tragedy to realise that
this canker of untouchability has travelled far beyond its
presoribed limits hnd has sapped the foundalions of the
whole nation, The totch-me-not spirit pervades the
atmosphere. If therefore this white ant is touched at
ite- soores, I gure that we shall goon forget the
differences with rezard to caste and ocaste and religion -
and religion aud begin to believe thiit even bs all Hindus
are one and indivisible; so are all Hindus, Mussalmana,
Silkha, Parsees, Jews aud Christisos, branchea of the
same parent tree. Though religions are many, Religion
is one, 'That is the lesson I wonld have us learn from
the campaign agaiist untouchability, And we will learn
it, if we prosecate it in the religions spirit with 4

determination that will-not be resisted.

(To be continued)

Notice
INDIAN UNEMPLOYMENT

Will emplojers of Indian labour kindly
notify the undersigned of any vacancies in
their establishmet, . )

WRITE: Hon. Secretary, Sir Kurma
Reddi Unemployment Relief Committee;
175 Grey Street, Durban, or Phone Central
3590.
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“Sir®Syed TAli Imam

Remiﬁiscenoes Of The Dead Patriot

(By ST. NIHAL SINGH.)

Sir Syed Ali Imam bad a manner that allayed
guspicion—disarmed hostility.

1 recollect with considerable amvssment how he
won me over at our firet meeting. Unutil then I bad
Jooked upon him a8 somewhat of a Muelim separatist.
With my hatred of any device that strengthoned
{he fissiparona tendenoy in Tndia, I had therefore,
feared that that meeting might prove to be an en-
courter. A few minutes of ¢onversation, howaever.
made me realize that whatever part he might_ have
played in the agitation that Anally resulted in the
nolitical isolation of his co-religionists in our country,
he was & nationalist at heart.

This meating occored in 1915, Sir Ali bad gone
1o Englacd after laying down the reins of hie office
as the Law Member of the Governor-General’s
Council,

It was, I clrarly recollect, the day before he was
due to legve England. He had just entered into a
roatrimonial alliance with a Roman Catholic lady.
The fact that he bad beev willing to bow to her
wighes in respeot of the fulfilment of certain rites
prescribed by her veligion arrested my attention.
It showed to me that he wae no narrow-minded
bigot—that he could see things from an angle of
vision that was not his own—that he could make
concessions even to other people's prejndices.

The very oircumstauces in which we met, too,
disposed me in his favour, He invited me to join
a tea rarty that was being given in his hononr at
the Natiopal Club, Had he been a stickler for
formality he wounld have asked his host—Syed
Hueaain—to issne the invitation. He waived all
ceremony, however, Syed Hussain was a kinsman

of hig—lmew me—and wonld not mind my being
of the company. He therefore sat down in his
temporary home in London and, explaining the oir-
cumstanees, askked me to meet him at Syed Hussain’s
tea table.

T recall that I was somewhat late in arriving.
Syed Hussain’s gueeis had ranged themselves round
the tables and the tea was ahomt to be served to
them. I tnoka ohair which bad been loft vacant
f v mo next to Mr, A. G. Gardiner, then Editor of

Zhe Daily News—to which paper I had contributed

off and on for several years,

The party proved to be most informal. Sir Al
did not need any coaxing to tell us faots about
ad}:‘ninistmtion in Tondia that interested s all,

Lord Hardinge governed India with the aid of
the police,” he remarked, beaming with satisfaction
at the accomplishment of a @overnment of which
He had been a member—an important member.

Ho had not hesitated to drain India of troops and
gend them to the front, Every one in India knew
that the conntry hed been drained of troops. Oaly
civilians torned over-night into soldlers had been
hurried out to take the place of the Regular Army
sent overseas. Yet not a eoul stirred. There was
no distarbance anywhere. India remained sready.”

Gard_iner and one or two other Britons present
drank in every word that fell from Sir Ali% lips.
The_y soon found that he was not indulgine in
reminiscences of this kind without purpose. With
bardly a break he tnrned these recollections into a
theais for Indianhself-govemment.

ome one at thie table mid something about the
dlger&nm betweet thé Hindud Wnd Muslimisi
,z:.?*‘u..h‘ N

- . T
RS o

M st adi

Immediately, the Nationalist jumped out of 8ir Ali’s
heart. He let the Britons knaw that the quarrels
in Iodia were no more thaun tiffs between brothers—
that India was not the only ¢onntry where various
sootions of people were at logger-heads with one
another—that there was no cure for internecine
guarrelsin India quite so effectiveas self-government.

1 wae amazed at this talk. I had expected to find
a * hard-boiled ” Muslim separatist in Sir Ali Imam.
1 found him instead to be a fervent Nationalist in
tempersment—in ontlook—in aspirations.

( To be continued }

Your Opportunity !

Prof. Carey guarantees to cure Asthma,
Bladder trouble, Catarrh, Constipation,
Hysteria, Insomnia, Piles, Rheumatism etc.
by special methods of Electric, water and
light, Turkish, Swedish and Sun-ray baths,
and massage. Special treatment for ladies
and children’s diseases. Consultation free.

Literature sent free on request.

Communicate to.: Prof. CAREY,

: Carlton Hotel,
Johannesburg.
Prof. Carey is well conversant with

Hindustani,
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BOOKS FOR SALE

NOTE. Remittance should accompany the order. V. P.
ORDERS will not receive attention, Postal Orders to
be made payable to “INDIAN OPINION” at Phenix
Postage free on all books.

Address:— Indian Opinion,

PHENIX, Natal,

Mr. Gandhi’s Speeches & Writings 1896 to 1917
The Ethica of Passive Resistance

The Indianr of South Africa by H. 8. L. Polak
The Story of the Ramayana, the Epic ¢f Ratwa
Hindu Social Ideals by Dr. P, J. Mehta

A Book—and its Misnomer

Indisn Home Rule by M. K. Gandhi
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Sankara's Select Worka,
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