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INDIAN PRESS ON TRANSVAAL SITUATION

South Afriean correspondent, the Executive

. of the Sonth African Indian Congress has

decided not to have anything to do with the
Commigsion on the Land Tenars Act, This course,
it is obvious, must pecessarily embarrass the Agent
who will lead evidence before the Commission on
behalf of the Indian commuuity. The ramson for
non-co-operation, it is sald, is that the law is
opposed to the interests of Indians aud- directly
violates that part of the Capetown Agreement which
refers to the obligation on the part of the Union
Government to look upon and treat Indiane as
members of the permanent population, entitled to
the pame rights and privileges as are enjoyed by
the whites. The Indian community apparently
feel that by co-operating with the Festham Com-
mission they would be jeopardising the interests of
Indians of this and coming generations, This deci-
sion, we take i, however, does not mean that
pastive resistance to the Act would be begnn straight-
away. It will be reonllected that the Cougress
Executive have, ever since the special Johannesburg
pepdion, been saying that the campaign would not
be started tillafter the report of the Commission is
published, and there is nothing in the present
decision which is inconsistent with that under-
taking. It must, however, be said that not much
good is expected from the work of the Commission.
The terms of reference to that Commission are,
according to information received by the current
mail :

(1) to examine each individusl case of occupation of
proclaimed land by coloured persens in the Tranivaal, and
to compile u register of—(1) those individuals who are in
legal occupation; (ii) those individuals who are in illegal
cceupation; (2) in the case of coloured. persons uader (1) {if),
to make proposals as to the axercise by the Minister of the
Interior of the power entrusted to him under sectionm one
hundred and thirty-one A. of the Precious and Base Metals
Act. No. 33 of 1008, the considerations goveming the
proposels put forward by the commission to be—(a) the
character of the occupant, and, in the case occupation for
trade purposes, the nature of the trade cawied on; (b} the
period during which illegal occupstion has continned;
{c) the character of the arcas occupied, i.e, whether such
areas are already lavrgely occupied by coloured persons or are
predominantly European; (d) the wishes of the other
occupants in those areas; {¢) the hardships which the
enforcement of the law would involve.

The result of the investigation into the ocenpation
by coloured persons of proclaimed land in the
Transvaal, even if it ig very favourable, is not likely
to benefit more than a few individuals, leaving the
bulk of those affected to sufler,

THE Hindu ( Madras) writes :—According to our

The following contribution is published in the Bombay
Chronicls :—

Plight Of South African Indians

In the course of a very moderately worded and
sorupnlonsly fair statement, Mr. Manilal Gandhi lays
bare for the pernsal of his countrymeun the calcalated
inanlts levelled at [ndians residest in South Africa and
their consequent sufferings at the hands of the Union
Government. Ever since the year 1885 the campaign
started agmiust Indians has gone on steadily and re-
morselessly, whichever political party was in power.

Ag in Great Britain, eo in South Africa, there was no_
difference of opipion as between the politicians about
the treatment of Indians, All that the Indians could
do was to suffer meekly and patiently under the
indignities showered on them, for their appeals to the
Indian Government were ureless,

The Indian Government themselves were powerless,
becanse India wae a dependency, Mr. Manilal Gandhi
shows that since the year 1885 a nomber of Acts have
been passed restricting the liberties of Indians in every
possible way, sll calculated to drive them out of that
land. The Government of India’s efforts to lighten
their burden, or uphold their honour, have resulied in
no tangible sdvantago to South African Indians, end,
now, goaded by the Asiatic Land Tenure Act from which
neither the Indian Government mor their Agent, have
been able to save them, they have definitely decided to
resort to passive resistance. To enlist sympathy on
behalf of those Indians and their great cause, Mr,
Manilal Gandbi bas now iesned his statement giving a
detailed acconnt of the anti-Indian legislation from the
very heginning.

Mr. Manilul ia of the opinion that the Smuts-Gandhi
Agreement arrived at only after cousiderable ancrifice
and sofferiog by Iodisvs, under the great leadership
of Mahatma Gandhi, has been coneigned to the scrap-
benp and that the Cape Town Agreement too bas met
with a similar fate. The Asiatic Land Tenure Act hes
in fuct precipated a crisis and Indians are left with no
alternative but to meot the position boldly. The fact
is that though the Transvaal Gold Law was passed in
the year 1908, it never was pub into force by any

‘Government, though its provisions were eevere enongh in

all conscience.
More Restrictions

The przsence of Indians was always allowed on pro-
claimed land, oot because of the apathy of the officials
to put the law in operation, but because of the declared
policy of the Union Government. The main object
of th's Aok was to take away the right of Asiatics to
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tde on procleimed land, it did not interfere with b_heir
::‘lﬂ.e to o%cupy premises on such land, The Asiatio
(Land sod Trading) Amendment. Act of 1819 further
tightened the economic opportunities of Indiang and it
deprived them of the right to acquire ownership of land
even through companies though they *continued to
create property interests.”

Onder the Tranevaal Asiatie Lagtl! %’&ure dAtl:r. dc_or:n-

b jon i8 now an accep! and Indians
zruemmg:teaida and trade in particnlar areas. As
Mr. @andhi pathetically says the position of Indians will
henceforth be no better than that of *“aboriginal
Negroes.” If Indians possess property ontside the area
they are forced to live in, “they may neither reside nor
occupy » it, with the resolt that they will be financially
ruined. This Act broshes aside the rights connecled to
Indians onder the Cape Town Agreement that the
Union Government “shall continne to adhere to the
policy of sffording the fulless opportunities to the

rmanent section of their Indian population for their
ppliftiment.” Thus the Union Government have been
treating aa * scraps of papers'’ golemn promises made by
them time after time to Indians with a view to drive
them ont of Sonth Africs.

India’s Honour Involved

One is nob sorprised, therefore, that as o desperate
measure, since oll their appeals for juetice have goune in
vain, they ore detrmined rather to *face extermination
than willingly to acquiesoe in the deprivation of their

* right to live 88 self-respectiog human beings.” as Mr,
Manilal emplasises in this matter the bonour of India
is equally involved. But Sonth African lcdians know
it as well 88 Indians that this country is powerless to
help her oationals living in the farflung British
Dominions and Coloniea, All that Indians can do is
to give their sympathy and their finaveinl aid, which
S. A. Indiang o nrgently require in their stroggle
Bgaingt the humiliating conditions now imposed on
them by the Whites ‘(e Commission appointed under
Mr. Justios Feethum may, in individual cases, be able
to lighten their unjust bordene, bat as long s the Act
is there, there can be wo general mitigation of the
present unjvat conditions. One feels certain that India
will give in generous measure her moral and financial
support to the cause of her overseas children. Leb
dndians nobly respoud to the call for help from their
brethren and help them in their constitutional fight: to
secre for themselves & self-respecting position in a
land to the presens economic proaperity of which they
contribute so greatly,

Mr. Manilal Gandhi’s Activities

A ——— St———

Discussion With Indian Leaders

Mr. Manilal Gandhi, son of Mahatma Gandhi,
visited Madras on Nov, 4 and was the guest of Sir
K, V. Reddi doring his stay there, The object of
his visit was to disonss questions relating to the

Agiatic Land Tenuore Act which was
paeeed recontly in the South Afiican Parliament,

Mr. Manilal conferred with Sir K, V. Reddi and
Messrs, Srinivasa Sastri apd Mr, @, A. Natesan.
He also went to Bombay whers he discassad the
question with the Imperial Citizenship Asaociation,

Meeting With Sir Fazl-i-Hussaip_w

Mr. Manilal also paid a visit to New Delhi whers,
it is understood, he interviewed Sir Fazl.i-Huesain
and Mr. G. S. Bajpai. Mr. Manilal is expected
to nrrive in Bonuth Afriea early next mounth,

‘—!—')M S,

THE TRANSVAAL COMMISSION’S
INSTRUCTIONS

THE Union Government has appointed

a Commission in connection with

. the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure
Act, which, we understand, is sitting in
Johannesburg and doing some preliminary
work. It has, in the first place, to compile
a register of all coloured persons oceupying
proclaimed land in the Transvaal Such
register will indicate in each individual case
whether occupation is legal or illegal. In
the second place the Commission is required
to make proposals to the Minister of the
Interior in regard to the exercise of the
power he has under the Gold Law of
withdrawing land from the operation of thas
law in so far as it prohibits eccupation by
coloured persons, so as to permit coloured
persons lawfully to reside upon and occupy
such land. In order to enable the Com-
mission to give proper effect to its insjruc-
tions it requires information as to the
existing position of the coloured people
residing on proclaimed land. The Goveras
ment, under this Act, had issued D.I. a9
forms and all the coloured people whe
reside on and occupy proclaimed land were
required to have these forms filled in and
sent to the Government before the zoth of
September, 1932. The Transvaal Indian
Congress very strongly objected to this
iniquitous legislation and at a mass meeting
it was decided to passively resist this law
and to definjtely advise the Indian com-
munity not to fill jn the forms which were
issued under the Act. The annual con-
ference of the S.A.I.C. which was held at
the Trades Hall in Johannesburg and which
was attended by the delegates of the
three Provinces, endorsed the action of the
Transvaal Indian Congress and recommended
o start passive resistance struggle after
examining the findings of the Commission.
The Commission declares that many coloured
persons have indeed already sent in the
required informatien but a large’ number,
however, have failed 1o send in jhe negessary
forms. The Commission informs that new
forms are now being issued for the use of
such persons and could be obtained from
s pffbsaliealong the Reef or

from the Secretary of the Commission at
the Oid Fire Station in Jeppe Street,
Johagnesburg, This means that-the Com-
mission . has given another opportunity -to
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g1l in the forms to those who did not do so
before the 3oth of September, 1932, We
know that those who did not fill in the
forms did so . intentionally as they con-
scientiously ohject to the Asiatic Land
Tenpre Act. Itis qur duty 10 warn such
‘persons not to be caught in this snate.
This Act lays down the definite policy. of
segregation against which the community
‘has always fought, Even the Government
of India have taken strong objection to the
policy of segregating Indians. Under this
Act the Union Government have the power
to eject Indians from proclaimed land and
they could be forced to live in segregated
areas, It insults the Indian nation, Those
Europeans wha sit in the Union Parliament
and make laws for us are also common men
like us. And, therefore, we are ngt boynd
to obey laws that humiliate and oppress us
as a nation. When the time comes we will
resist this Act and suffer the consequences
and show to the Europeans of this country
that, as Indians, we are men firsi and
subjects of the State afterwards. As Indians
we figst of all care for our self-respect and.
. honour, and materig} gain afterwards. This
Act lays down that we are undesirable
people not fit to live on proclaimed land.
It brands us as robbers and thieves. We
hope that no Indian will tolerate te live jn
such a degrading and disgraceful position.

Agent-Gene;ra;l " In Johannesburg

Welcome By Orient Club

The Kunwgr Maharsj Siogh, Agent for India, and
the Kunwarani, with her $wo %oys and 8 litl.lepj;jrl, welg
entertained and

Orient Olnb, Kranse Street,

The object of the club, Mr, Hazaree explained, was to
provide socia) amenities and encourage sport among e
Iggliz,n community, bo Jok b

¢ Agent, thanking the Jarge gatbering for thelr
welcome, smr? he likeq the climate gfg.J.ehnpn@aburg ad
boped to cement many friendships there. He sppeakd
for their forbearance and for their assistance in Il
mattery affecting pheir interests, FHe and his secretari:s
were there to help them, and the best resulta could on'y
be attained with their cordial and sipcete help.

' Phe Bunwarani ssid it was & great pleasore to her o °

see how their splendid women had received her tl at
morning, It was aleo plegsing to hear that they 1.id
taken to heart the words of advice she bad given the:.
She wanted %o appeal to them to bring their women 1o
these fupctions. 1t wae wery unprofitable, indeed, to
keep their grestest sesets hiddem sway in their hon. s
She was sure they would be surpriced at the help alor
4hat noad they woold receive f they followed modein
developments and events in India in conmection wi h
women. They should allow them to develop and 1.t
,‘ﬁdei{;beig,,hxighm jewsls away.

* “gealil. A. Jajhhaj, who is the secretary of the Oritnt
E«lub, thanked the Kaonwar Mabarej Singh and the

citizens pay faxes like

given a yey cordial welcome af fleg-

Kunwarani for theit presence, and assured them -that
the Orient Olub and the Indian community'in general
appreciated very much the interest which is being dis-
played in the welfare of the Indians. ot

Unemployed Indians In
South{jAfrica

‘It is understood that the Government of India
have made a strong reprepentation to "the South
African Government with regard to relief to 8 few
thousand Indian unemployed citizena of the Union.

It appears that the Union Parlisment recently
sanctioned £500,000 for the relief of White - L‘Eh
o

_employed but the Indiang were nop inelnded in

gcheme.

The Government of India ogntend that the Indian
) e White citizens and should
therefors be entitled to consideration in the matter
of npemployed benefits, T

The ‘Bombay Chronicle’s Comments
On The Above |

The Govornment’s protest to the Sonth African
Union aunthorities is belated and is likely to have
little eftect on the oolomr-blind Government there
gays the Bombay Chronicle, South African Indians
pay rates apg jaxes ljko the Whiles, yet they are
denied the vote, and refused even a Ritle food in
times of distress, And yet fhe South African
Whites are intensively religiongt The better placed
Indians there have been helpimg their countrymen,
but the number of the unemployed is growjng and
their migery iporeasing. ' '

Only State Can Help

Kunwar Maharaj Singh has been doing his best to
meet the distress, but it ia & problem with which
only & Government can cope, The Union Goyerp-
ment bave shown the utmost callonsness in thig
matter. They have by their White policy—of
dismissing Indians and coloured people and filling
their places with all kinds of Whites—inpreased the
sufferings of Indiaus, while they refuse to spend a
single pie for the starving. We do not kpow how
$o characterise this attitude! '

Feeling Against Aslatlg Traders
In The Transyaal

The recent refnsal of the Lichtenburg Towm
Council to grant two licences applied for by
Asiatics hag received general support from the
Europeans -of the town, and the debate jn the
Town Council next Monday, when Mr. J. P. Con-
radie wijl move that the previous resolution on the
subject be rescinded and that licences be granted,
is awaited with interest.

Meanwhile the case of the white storelkeepers hag
been taken up by the Chamber of Commerce; and at
8 meeting of the execative of that body, the folloy-
ing resointion was adopted :~ )

" Thig meeting of the committee of the Chamber
of Commerce strongly esapports the action of the
Town Council in refusing to grant two licenceg to
general dealers, applied for by Asiatics in Liohten-
'barg, and hopes that the Counecil wijl ptrenugmely
adhere to its policy so that the aim of & white
Sonth Africa may become an establisbed fact.”

Sirong exception is taken by bysiness men to the
reported remark of one member of the Cryncil that
the Asiatics were a Godsend to the poorcr sections of
the community. Several membera of the Chamber
of Commerce sirongly refnts this statement, pyd
assert %w!{en prioces wrare lowered in Lichtenburg
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they wete lowered by the uropean tradet, It is -

main d that the town is losing revenue, a8
::’s::le bunit:ia:: men from other centres, desirous of
tablishing themselves in Lichtenburg, decided
::rentnally to go elsewhere becanse of the presence
of Asiatics.

Asiatic Invasion

isongsion on the Asiatic Land Tenure Aot arose
frotdol?mspondance at 8 m;egng ofbt.he Federation
ers’ Association, Johannesburg, .
°f11}.ra.w ép.a .{ Graham, of Vo’n Brandip, declared that
Asiatics were invading every part of :.T oh.annesbgrg.
They had besieged even Eloff Street. It's astonish-
ing” he said. * We must take notice (:’f it or we
nhail find the town swamped with them.
Scorn was poured on thoge Europeans who patro-
nised Asistic tailors, laundries and fruit shops by
. J. Maunde, of La Rochelle,
MrAnother gpeaker declared that landlords were
ible,
rmﬁ-??reemn aaid that the matter was not a local
t one for the Government.
onﬁ:ncohn said he did not think the Federation of
Ratepayers’ Association could do anything about the
matter, They were only a local body. .

The Fate Of Returned
Emigrants

The Servani of India writes :— .

The lob of Indist emigranta who return to lndia aftel
long absense abroad is indeed as pitiable as it is diffi-
cult of solution. Their eufferings excite mo public
notice in India unless something untoward happens, as
in the case of the emigrants who returned to from
the West Indies on the 9th just. by 5.8, Gangss Their
fate was nob more unkind than that of their predecessors,
but they did not suffer it with equal resigmation, For
they invaded the officc of the Protector of Immigrants
aud demanded to be sent back to the Colonies from
which they came. Their ooraly demonstration necesai-
tated interference. It i reported that before
embarking for India they were warned abont the social
and economic conditions they would meet with in [India
and advised not te sail. Bub varions motives, the most
natnral and commendable, prevailed and they landed in
India, only to hud their ancestral homes shub agsainst
them and the economic and climstic conditions wholly
againet them., In utter disappointment and intense
misery they have congregated at Metiaburnz, in Calontta,
in sight of the ehips, in the hope that somehow or other
tll:)ey laﬂght sail back to their more hospituble homes
abroad.

It has heen almost’ impossible to persuade returned
emigrants of this typs to accept work on plantations,
Tailways and on the land secured by the Protector of
Immigrants; the wages are too Jow and the climate too
bad. The only escape is to return to the Colonies.
Fortanately, there is no prohibition against their doing
%0 from the Governments of the Colonies concerned.
Bat the difficolty has been one of finance. It wounld be
an unwise policy to msk the Governmet of India to
finance the passage back of all Indians who retnroed to
India and found themselves in difficalt straits, It is
eminently a matter for non-offtcial social service, assisted
by granté from the Government. Perhapa it will be
wiser if the advice tendered in the Colonies against re-
turning o India was made more effective by the appoint-
ment of Agents of the Government of Indis in the
Colonies concerned. It is surprisivg, however, that the
xeporta of the sufferings of those who returned to India
have not effeotively deterred others from courting a
rimilar fate, . , '

December 18th, 1934

Relief For Returned Emigranis

"The Associated Press understands that the Govern.
menb of India have sanctioned Rs, 2,000 for the tempo.
rary relief of those Indians who have retorned from Fﬂ;i
and elsewhere and who are in distress, In Caicalta the
relief will be distribnted by the Bengal Government,

The view of the Government of India is that shonld
these returned emigrants proceed to theit native plsces,
they wonld aek the Local Governments to give them

tance to settle down in the manner that is be}
done in the case of Indiaps who return to their home.
land under the Assisted Emigration Scheme. There fg
no poasibility, of course, of the Government of India
conceding the demand of these destitutes to send them
back to British Gaians, Fiji or elsawhere, as such g

_precedent wonld prove to be very ocoetly, besides -in-

volving a new departure in the Government's policy.

In this connection, it has bcen emphasised that ng
less than 120,000 Indians have returned to their home-
land from various colonies and overseas settlements since
the War, and that they bave all been absorbed by the
countryside. There is no reason why a few hundreds
more ghovld not be similarly absorbed provided they
proceed to their native places. . .

It ia also feared by the Government that any attempt
to send back these men overseas at Government expense,
wonld only lead to many others crowding inoto the ports
and making similar requeste to be sent at Government
expense. The Government hope that the relief they

‘have sanctioned wonld reliéve immediate distress and

enable the emigrants to feel that the beat thing in their
interest i3 quietly to proceed to their homes. :

1

Farewell To Sastri College'
Lecturers .
Orient Club Lupch - -1

A farowell reception was arranged on Sunday
last at the Orient Olub in honour of the Sastri
College lecturers who are leaving shortly for India.
Mrs. and Mr, Bues, Mrs. Morel, Mr, Juill, Mr. E. M.
Parukh and Mr. M. A. Motala were present. Mr,
"Ebrahim was in the chair, : o

Three addresses were given to Messrs. Shakoor,
Khan and Nair on behslf of the clab praising their
services o the Indian community and their contri-
butions fowards the development of secondary
education among their countrymen in South Africa.

The community was asked by Mr, Khan to take
over charge of the Sastri Colloge Hostel that he had
eatablished during his stay in Darban. Mr. Shakoor
feelingly approached the question of social reforms
that were badly needed among sections of the
Indians,

The pleasant functien came to an end when every-
one wished the lecturers bon voyage and Mr. Parakh
gave them bouquets on bahalf of the elub. -

Mosers. Bhakoor and Khan after completing their
period of appointment at Sastri College intend
leaving for India by the Luzms on December 17.

Indian Ordinance Bill Passed
To Checl.s_CE\.ril— D_ls_obedience .

New Delhi, Wednesday.

The Indian Ordinance Bill, which s’upplementayﬂle
oriminal law by incorporating certain provisions of the
existing Ordinance 8 a farther check to -civil dis-
menoe, passed the Homse of Assembly by 56 votes
The Bill, the_operation of which is limited to three
m s pmln;lggpnlly directed ngm:lt associations en~
ering public peace, persons gailty of intimidation
acd abuses of the Press.— pﬁeum‘g 7 o Tatimice i
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i Mahatma Gandhi’s Statement

Removal Of Untouchability

According to a statement fmsned by Mahatma
Gandbi from Yeravda Jail, the Government has
pow granted him permission to carry on publie

paganda in conneotion with the removal of
untonchability. :

. Phe Servants of India Socioty has issued Mahatma

Gandhi’s first atatement in connection with the
campaign to be carried on from Yeravda Jail. The
gtatement rans as follows ;—

L

“ Yor reasons over which T bad no control I bave
not been able to deal with the questien of untouch-
ability, s8 I had folly intended to, after the breaking
of the fast, The Government having now granted
fne permission to carry on public propaganda in
connection with the work, I am able to deal with
the numerons correspondents who have been writing
to me either in criticiem of the Yeravda Paot, or to
seek guidance, or to know my views about the
different questions that arise in the course of the
campaign against untouchability. In this preli-
minary statement 1 propose to confine myself to
the salient questions only, deferring for the time
being other guestions which do not call for imme-
diste disposal.

“1 take up first the guestion of the possibility of
my resuming the fast. Bome correspondents con-
tend that the fast savours of coercion and should not
have been undertaken at all and that therefore it
ghonld never be resnmed. Some others have argued
that there is no warrant in Hindu religion, or any
religion for that matter, for a fast like mine. I do
not propose to deal with the religious aspect.
Suffice it to say that it was at God’s call that I
embarked upon the Jast fast and it wounld be it His
call that it wonld be resumed, if it ever is. But
when it was first undertaken, it wes undoubtedly
for removal of untouchability, root and branch.
That it took the form it did was no choice of mine.
The Cabinet decision precipitated the crisis of my
life, but T knew that the revocation of the British
Cabinet’s decision was to be bnt the beginning of
the end. A tremendous forece could not be eet in
motion merely in order to aller a political decision
unless it had behind it a muoch deeper merning,
evon unknown to its authors. The people affected
ingtinctively recognised that meaning and responded.
~ “ Perhaps no man with living memory has travelled
50 often from one end of India to the other or has
penetrated so many villages and come in contact
with g0 many millions as I have. They have all
known my life. They have known that I have
recognised no barriers between * untouchables” and

“touchables” or caste and caste, They have heard

me speak often ip their own tongues denounncing
untouchability in onmeasured terms, describing it as
a curse and a blot upon Hinduism. With rare
exceptions, at hundreds of these maes meetings or
at private meetings in all parte of India, there has
been no protest against my presentation of the case
againgt untouchability. Crowds have passed resolu-
tions denouncing untouwchability and pledging them-
selves to remove it from their midst and they have
on innumerable ooccasions called God a8 witness to
their pledge and asked for His blessing that He may
five them etrehgth to “*3 out thelr pledge. It
was againgt thene millione that iny fast was nhderl
{akeh and (t was thelf shohtahéons love that Gronght
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about a transformation inside of five days and
brougl_:l'. into being the Yeravda Pact. And yi: will
be against them that the fast will be resumed if that
Pact is not carried out by them in its fullness. The
Government are now practically out of it. Their
Darf- of the obligation they falfilled promptly: The
major part of the resolntions of the Yeravda Pact
has to be fulfilled by these millions, the so-called
caste-Hindus who have flocked to the meetings L
have deseribed. It is they who have to embrace the
sappressad brethren and psisters as their very own,
whom they have to invite to their temples, to their
homes, to their schools. The untouchables in the
villages should be made to feel that their shackles
have been broken, that they are in no way inferior
to their fellow-villagers, that they are worshippera
of the same God ae other villagers and are entitled
to the same rights and privileges that the latter
enjoy. DBut if these vital conditions of the Pact are
not carried ont by caste-Hindus, could I possibly
live to face God and men 7 T ventured even tn tell
Dr. Ambedkar, Rao Bahadur Raja sand other frienda
belonging to the suppreesed group that they should
regard mo ag 6 hostage for the due ful@lment by -
caste-Hindus of the conditione of the Pact. The
fast, if it has to come, will not be for the coercion of
those who are oppobents of the rveform, but it will
be intended to sting into action those who have been
my comrades or who bave taken pledges for the
removal of untouchability, If they belia their
pledges or if they never meant to abide by them
and their Hinduiem was a mere camouflage, Tshould
have no interest left in life. My fast, therefore,
ought not to affect the opponents of reform, nor
even fellow-workers and the millions who have led
me to believe that they were with me and the
Congresa in the campaign against untowchability, if
the latter have on svcond thoughts come to the
conclusion that nntouchability is not after all a
orime against God aud humanity. Tn my opinion,
fasting for purification of self and others is an age-
long institotion and it will eubsist o long as man
believes in (God, It is the prayer to the Almighty-
from an anguished heart. But whether my argm-
ment is wise or foolish, I cannot be dislodged frem
my position so long a8 T do not eee the folly or the
error of it. It will be resumed only in obedience to
the inner voice, and only if there is a manifest
breakdown of the Yeravda Pact, owing to the erimi-
pal neglzct of caste-Hindns to implement its ctndi-
tions. Sach neglect wounld mean s betraysl of
Hinduism. I shounld net care to remain its living
witness,

“There i another fast which is a near possibility
and that is in connection with the opening of the
Guruvayyur Temple in Kerala, It was at my urgent
request that Sjt. Kelappsn suspended his fast for
three montbs, 8 fast tbat had well-neigh brought
him to death’s door. I would be in honour bound
to fast with him if on or before the first of January
pext that temple 13 not opened to the untouchablesa
precisely on the same terms as the tonchables and if
it becomes pecessary for Sjt. Kelappan to resume his
faat. I have been oblized to dwell at some length
upon these possible facts becanee of the receipt of
hot correspondence from two or three quarters.
Oo-workers, however, ehould not be agitated over
the possibility. To bacome unnerved over & pros-
pect one would not like to face, very often reanlts
in its materialieing. The beat way of averting it is
for all affected by it to pat forth their whole strength
into the work that wounld render- the oocurence

e dente asked whether interdinin
_* Correspopdents have asked whether, interdining
anid inter. afrivge #: part of the nidvbitietié agalnsy
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ility. In my opinion they are not. They
:o!:jtt?l‘:ﬁzbmﬁtyéﬁen eqtally with the oitcastes, .Ili:
id thorstdeé not obligatory on an arti-uhtodchability
wotket fo devote bimself or herself to interdining
agd in jage feform. Persopally, I am of
opinibn that thiy roform i coming sooner thin wé
expect. Restriction ofl idtércaéte dininig and inter-
mtiFbiagh i no part of Hindu religion. Ttida gooidl
dustom whicH ceépt iiito Hinduidin whéh perhaps it
wad in ity declibie, snd Was then méant perbaps {0
-bé 4 temdpatary protéction agninbt distntegration of
Hindu society. To-day these two prohibitions are
. widkenibg Hinda society and emphasis or tHem has
turhed tlia dttentitn of mdss mind froki the farda-
mimtals which are vitd to life'd growth. Wherever,
therefore, pbple voluntirily take patt in 'Ifhnbtio.né
whete fotiokiablés #nd tntonchables, Hirndug entl
dof-Hindnk are invited to joln dinnér parties, 1
welbome thedt a8 & bealthy sign. But 1 should
gover dfeasi of mskitp this reform, howeveF
delitiable in itdelt it tmay be, part of an all:India
rbftrm which W#d been long overdued. Ugitdpchl-
ability in tHe fdrm we a1l know it isa ca'ni,cer eating
itits the very vitala of Hindtlim. Dining and
pisrrige teetrictiohe stunt Hindu edcitty. I thlok
thd diatitiction s fundamiental, It would bs uhwize

in & Htrrleané cdmipaign i5 overwdight add thus.

eilianger the maltl issue. It may even adiibanit to
5 brehoh UE faith With the madiea t call dpon them
gudtenly to Vid® the rembvdl of untonchability in d
1ight different frdm what they have been taught to
belisve it to ba; Oh the otle Hdnd, thetbfor, whilst

intérdining iy gb on whereé the publib 8 itself’
residy for it, it ehould not e phrt of the Indid-widé

campaigh. . . . L
“7 huvb letters, sime bf them doprily worded, fiom

thtde who style themselves Sanofanists. For (hem
ortotichabitity i the ¢ésvtice of Hindaism. Soine
of therti régurd me a8 & rehegade. Somé btherd con-
gidel that T have imbibkd notiond spaindt tiitcach-

ability #hd the Nke fium Ohristiahity and Islain.’

Soitib agatd qubte ecriptures in Géfehce Gf untouch-
abiflity: TU thess I have prdriised 4 teply through
tliié Btatemenit. 1 would venture, therefore, to tell
thesis cottespondenty that I claim mysbif t8 bE 4
Sanatomist, Thfr definition bf a Sanalentist {3 obviona-
1 Hifferetit from mivie. For mé Sandtana. Dharma il

thé vital fafth Betided down from geheratiotis bHé--

Toiigiag aven td pre-historid period and based @pod
thé Vedas and the writings that followed thom, Fot
mé the Vedws arb b indeflhable as God and
Hinluism; It wonld bé oxly partlally trie to say
that the Vedab ure ths four Bookd which ond findk
in print. Thes, books are themselves ramnarite of
the diliconrses left by the Unkndwn seets.  Thosb of

Juthr genevatioriy added to thesv original ireasmied

abeording to thefr lighta. Therb theti drose & gredt
and lofty minded mdn, the comboser of the Gita,
Hé gave to the Hindu wdrld a synthesia of Hindd
Roligidn st onoe deeply philssophicsl and yeb sasily
b ba undétaidod by hny unbophisticated sebker. It
id thé one opun bbiok to every Hinda wht wlll cire
td dtudy it dod if 4ll the dther moriptured work
reidhvod to nslies, the sévet hundred verses Gf this
ihperishable booklet dre quite enough to tel] omne
what Hinduistn ih anid How ohe can live up to it.
A‘ﬂdl(ﬂﬂim o ba a J_Smlatania! bucatde for forty
yeura I have been seeking literally to live up to the
teachings of that book, Whatever is contrary to it
mkiin themd I rbjeot as un:Hindu. It excludes iio
fith and o teather. It glves me gredt joy to bs
abie to say thit I have studied the Bible, the Koran,
Zexid Avesta ahd the other soriptires of the world

with the same reverence that I have given to ths:

Eit:_l:.‘;‘Thh revarbht_r_endinu haé ﬁt\-euﬂ&ﬂie@d my

an:s;‘ B2 - --r-'ﬁ-ﬁﬂf"m;?:—u;;-m,-m-f_@,;.;&
¢ % : .18 _ph
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faith in the Gita. They have broadened my out-
Jook and therefore my Hirdnism. Lives of Zbrdaster,
Jesus and Mohamad, as I have understood them,
have illumined many & passage in the @ita. What
therefore these Smmatani friends have hurled against
me a8 a taunt has been to me a source of consolation,
1 take pride ilL aalling myeelf a Hindu becanse I
find the term broad enough not_imerely o tolerate.
bnt to sssimilate the,teacbirigs of prophets from all
the foor corners of the ea‘.rfE. I find no warrant for
untonchability in t.h{l'! Book of 1I;ife. On the con.,
trary it compsls me by ay appeal o my reason an
a mire penetrating a[ipea to my heart in language
that has a magnetie touch about it, o believe that all
life is one and that it is through God and wmusf
yetarn to him. According to Sanalana Dharma
taught by that venerable Mother, life does not
congiet in outward rites and ceremonial, but it con-
oot in the wtterthost {nwatd pufthledtion and
mibiging opeself, bod§, soual dhd mitd, in thé divine
casence. 1 Yave pone tb massks in their milliond
with this message of the BGita bitént into my lifé,
Ahd they havs ligteiibd to mé, I am quiteé sure, nit
for any bolitica\ wisdom ot for eldguence, but
becabse tHey Have inetinctively thtoghilsed md dh
oiie of thiem, s oné belonging to their faith, And
adl dayh bave gotie by, my belief has groWin btrbripak
and stronger that I codld not be wirong ib cldimin
1o belong to Sanatana Dhirmd 4nd it God wills it,
He will leb me sedl tHat elafil with iy dedth.

( To be continued )

American Tribute "“l‘a .
Mah'aliflrlpa'“G'qhdHi |

The Christian Sciencq .Ilonil{vi’ writes :— . .

An smazing Jrama involving the rights and goeial
welfare of millions and the stability of a great
empire hag ju p‘aas'Ed its climax, for the present at
least, in Judie, Tbat drama centres, aroun ,tj_:e
wizened fittle figure of @andhij, wixoaa hynger
strike. sent frookcoated, diplomats sourring abonut;
caused, the rulexs of the British empire to pwea
throqﬂh midnight emergency conferences, an
literally stood the British ‘ion onitgear. , . . .
‘W of the Western world may look with smalt
copeern on India and the struggling of her teeming
millions, But there i8 being enacted there an objes
lesaon whose profundity deserves oar attention ané
understanding. Western civilisation, we, say, wit
its mighty mass indusirial machine and scientific
progrees leads thé world, Yet our civiligation hes
not progressed. eo_ far that we do not depend on
force, England, France, Italy, and the, ofher so-
called superior Western nations are right in line.
Yot therg 1 _hxd'g-a little, sick, sorawny 1an,.
welghing less than 90 pounds, without gans, withoat
soldiers, withogl warships, without force, accom;
plishes Ly refusing food for 4 few daye what wb.nld.
cost “civilised” peoples the lives of A countless
soldlers and billions oF dollars. For with all cur.
vaantad progress, we stil] apply the liw of, the
jungle, the law of force, We stjll _seem to eiiﬁ.vg_
with Napoleon’ssynical dlotam, God is always on the
side that has the f;rgeat battaliohs, .

Leadership ? Pow%'r ? Definition of these terma
must be revised in the light of Gandhi’s passive
victofy ageingt great odds. This queer little many,
weak and sick, by the mepsuring stick of istory i8

a greater leader than all of the captaing and gemers;.
Yinniihos olt fire and sword that bver lived: iﬁd
S sty
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how does the power of great armies and navies
oompare with the power of Gandhi whone threat to
gtarve himeelf to secure just treatment for his lowly
followers brought the British empire to its knees?
Littla Gandhi jonks the old concept of power, and

ep that there can be a purpose, 2 moral staunch-
nem, which ali the force in the world is simply
powerless touch.

Bupreme force that enconmtwrs resistance can
always win., Force that meets no resistance is a
loss. A Gandhi leadiog en Army in the field counld
be- éroshed overnight. A Gandhi in an Indisn
prison starving himself to death for an ideal is
beyond force, and vastly more powerful,

. Gandi is » dinciple of peacs, the accompliskment
of great deeds and works without the iiron heel of

force, The Western world can learn much from
him. |
“India Day” In REagland

\ . . Ay i ———— bt

Acting on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi, Mr.
Andrvows at present etaya in Britain, returning to
India early in the New Year, He will possibly pay
a visit again to South Africa towsrds the end of
1933. . ,

Mr, Andrews bhas bad a long programme of
spevches in Britain in colleges and universitics of
Eogland snd Scotland, He has visited Oambridge,
Oxford,. Aberystwith, Sheffield and Manchestor
Univerdities, where he emphasiged the urgency for
peace with India. .

Arrangements were made by Anglican, Scottish
snd Freo Churches to observe 27th Novemibar as a
day of prayer fcr peace and reconciliation with
India under the gunidance of the Round Table
Conference. Twenty-seventh November was des-
eribed ag “India Day.”

“Sastri Speaks ”

The following review of the pablication “Sastri
Speaks” wa. B. Sadesiva Aiyar of Madras, is
reproduded the Sirtnnt of Thdi :—

- % QGoverpments as & rule, and least of all British
Governments, do not do inepired things. Yet the choica
of Mr. Sastri as the first Agent in the Union wa: as
nearly a stroke of genmius as enything may be™—so
wrote Ths Naial Advertissr on the sve of Mr. Sastri’s
departare to India ufter laying down the office of Agent-
Gentral. But if the choice was 8 stroke of genins the
avoeptaive of the office was an act of self-sacrificing hero-
ist on the part of the recipient. Tor it was in face of
oconsiderations which all but an iron gense of daty would
have allowed to prevail that Mr. Sastri, largely the
creator of the Cape Town Agreement, agreed to become
“jta creatara " and aocept & task brlatling with diffienlties
of an opposing character—shattered health, the prospect
of paparation from dear ones from whom, ever sizce the
day of his self-dedication to the motherland, be had
been schooled to long spells of absence, the brood of
mirgivings as to the hanoss of huocess in & mission of
such doubtfal promige, Acolaiming the choioe with a
chorus of approbation, India seat her ambassador forth
with myriad voiced blessings, while South Afcica reveived
him with an unparalieled ovation, The telegrama of
welcome received by the Agent on his brrival in Pretoria
incloded oiemmges from His Ercellency the Governor
General of South Africa, from the Prime Minister and
other Ministers of the Union, from the Right Hon'ble
General Smats, from His Grace the Archbishop of Cape
Town and from societies repressntatives of the Indian
tommunity thron;ﬁm ike Unioms The Union Governs
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ment proposed an awnesty for Tudians illegally present
in the Union 48 “*an act of grace to mark the appoint-
ment: of the Right Honourabla V. S. S. Sastri as the first,
Agent of the Governmeut of India South Africa”® The
white populatioa ia places notoriously anti-Asiatic flooked
f:: the Agent’s weetings to “hesr the other side”

More than $wo thousaod Europeans attended a meeting
held on the 11th August in the City Hall of Pieter-
maritzbarg to hear the Agent plead the cause of Empire
citizenship with epecial reference to the place of the
Indisn in the Empire. Educational, literary and gocial
gervice societies volunteered to place their platforms as
the Agent's disposal for addresses and lectures on topioa
connected with India and Todian thought. In honour
of Mr. Sastri's birthday (22nd Sept.) the Natal Ad-
ministrator announced a commission on Indian Edu-
cation in 1928. Universities, schools and colleges, literacy
and Rotary Clubs vied with one another in inviting Mr.
Sastri to discourse on aspeots of Iudian philosophy,
literature and cnlture. The Universities of the Wit.
watersrand and Cape Town listened apell-bonod to the
Agent's expositions of Hindu philosophy and Sanskrit
literatnve, while in the Cathedral in Johannesburg, in
reaponss to the Dean’s request, ha apoke an * Christianity
88 It impresses an Indian,” By & whirlwind campaign
carried on in English and ia Tamil, Mr, Sastri sought
to promote Indian woity in upholding and carrying ont
the agreement, to rouse Tadiana to a better semse of nalf-
help in the matter of edncation and sauitation and to
woo them to a better standard of living; and he disabused
the Whites of the lurking fears they bnd of Indians
secking covertly for equality of political supremacy,
while distorbing their self-complacence in respect of
what they owed to their Indian fellowmen, In words
whoss echo will be heard throngh the ootridors of time
rang ot from him like a reveille, the atirriug exhortation:

“If God gave you a feeling of sympathy for the
dowa-trodden, you are betrayiag God's teust, if yon do
not sraightaway give expression to the ides aud get it
oatb in the light; if you do not do something to redress
wrong or incur some sacrifice, however small, to pat
matters right. If you let the Indian commuaity be nn.
justly tradncad aud ill-treated, If you allow the natives
in this conntry to be despised and confieed to the taska
of hewers of wood aud drawers of water, then depend on it
the politicians will not save youn from the responsibility,”

Mr. Sastri raised India in the estimation of Europeans
of South Africs as he had raised her in the estimation
of Great Britainand the other Dominions in previous
yeara, And this spiritual orientatioa effeced by him in
their attitude towards India and Indians finda magui-
ficant expression in Ths Naial Adverliser :

« Ha ghowed us all and first of all that the graces of
a scholar, a gentleman and what we are pleased to call
a Christian, are mat the exclnsiva prerogative of onr
own white race. He showed us that India csa brecd,
frain snd attach to its service men who not only hava
nothing whatsoever to learn from the Western world,
bat, on the contrary, can teach the Western world a very
great deal that it never expeoted.”

To promote & better understanding of races and
cultures, to afford opportunities for the bebter and mora
catholic minds ia the two ¢ommunities, Indian and
Earopean, Mr. Sastri foanded Indo-Earopean Counpils,
On the Indian side, Mr, Sastei's all too brief tenpre of
offico is starred with even more brilliant achievementa,
Touring from towa to town, Mr. Sastri appesled for
funds in bebalf of what is known ea the * Sastei College ™
—a hish gehool aad training college in one; and the

of £20,000, and from parsons who had not till
then realized the importence ofyendowing modern edoca-
tional institutions, was but & bumble &ribnte to Mr.
Sastri's greatness, The fighting evidenoe he gave before
the Education Commission was responsible for the raising
bf the grant fof Indisn education from £28,000 &
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£56,000. The Social Service Committes and the Child .

founded at his iustance bave gince

Societ
ellare His exhortations to Furopean

fanctioned itably.

trede upionists to cast aside their racial exclosiveness -

and foster the international solidarity of labour resulied
in the Typographical Union of DNorban throwing open
itg doors to Indians. Of these and other achievements
of the first Indian Ambagsador to Africa the reader will,
in face of his all-pervading modesty bordering on self-
belittlement, form s clearer picture from the speeches
and reports comprised in this volume,

“Extracts from the tributes to Mr. Sastri’s work aud -

gening appended to the volume reconstract for us ‘the’
image that we have kaown go well, of the ¢ mhemataonnll_l:
who thinks and talks ip terme of humanity transcending
race, colour and creed, the passionate lover of world-
peace and brotberbood, the idealist who regards com-
promise, moderation and commonsense as means of
realising the ideal, the portrait of the orator, fhe
statesmap, the thinker, the tireless stndent, the rage
whose vision smidst the myriad distractions of the Cave
of all the Winde that politics are, is centered on the
unoseen foundations and the grand verities of life, and
more than all, of the kindly, bumun-hearted friend.
& The great tradition, the profound culture, tl‘le deep
serenity and the uneelf-conscions dignity of Indis have
ail been personified in him "—that ie the refrain in
these South Africun papers when they bhave exhausted
others rides of a pereonality of marvellous richnees,
range, power and subtiety of grain, They bail him as
the greatest of living statesmen and as one of the greateak
men of the day, which iz but an echo of the eatimate
that had been already formed of him by statesmen sand
publicists in other parts of the British Common-wenlth.
A word abont the character of the speeches themeelves,
The world has now come to chink of Mr. Sastri as the
Chrysostom of our age, ronsing the patione with tongue

of gold to justice and fair-play, to the healing of wonnds

inflicted on' each other, to search for the things thab
enocble the life of men on earth, Mr. Sasiri’s words
bave been cherished and prized by wany as models of
fanltless phrasing and metaphor, of unrovght enphony
and other stylistic graces, as patterna of well-forged
reasoning and lucid exposition. The more discerning
bave acen in them the mirror of a fragile grace and
delicate parity—as of snow flowns—hat are the attribates
of 2 mind, highly sensitized and capable of the finest
moral and intellectnal perceptions. To oor mind the
nltimate value of Mr, Sastri’s speeches——especially these
latter-day ones delivered in South Africa— lies in their
being the wonted language of a sonl possessing the
lordly simplicity of moutain peaks, the mative stride of
a mind poised and coltored and questing after the
things of the Spirit. He does not: seek words, they seek
him. The most diffiewlt thing—1like the Vedanta philo-
eophy-—becomes the easiest when exponnded by him;
and, likewise, the deepest truths shime in their prigtine
beanty and Inatre becanse they come from one who has
meditated them long and made them a vital part of his
being, That is why, when fiows from his pen the Vedic
quotiation : “May every one crces the difficolt places
of life, may every one behold heppiness, may every one
attain true wisdom, may every one rejoice everywhere,”
we feel that the words thrill with a power and an
alchemy that belongs to original inpiration. Quotations
are rare, however, iu Mr, Sastri's gpeeches Tbey have
little need to clog olterances that lift us out of odr
meaner selved and pour into us the ichor of far-reaching
hhougpf, fortify, chasten and befriend men in the dark
and difficult places of pnblic endeavour, And for thosa
who wonld seek, hers are sentences ecattered that reveal
the light beyond the storm and snatain drooping epirits
like & far-sought nepenthes, for they emanate from one
of thnzlortli:last mind:}:of the modern world,
Alle publication of thesb speeches is a at. aet of
pqglmlnni' and a ftting offering to thy Mothggindl
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Nylstroom Indian Sporting Club

A meeting of the above club was held at the
residence of Mr. Kristnesamy, Principal of the
Indian Sohool, on Satarday, 3rd December. All
the members were present. .

The following officials were eleoted for the
ensuing year :—President: Mr. Mohamed M9sam,
Vice-Presidents : Messrs. Peter Ramae, Essop Booda-
nia, Iemail Ravat, Abdual Hay Ravat and Abas
Kaloo; Secretary : Mr. P. Kristnasamy, Treasnrer :
Mr. Seedat Mosam, Committer : Messre, M. Kaloo,
Saley Adams, A, Sacoor, M. Bhamjee, M. Chan, P,
Parsoot, Goolam Amesr,—Contributed,

e

The Seoretary of the Vishworcopa Temple and
Dbarmeshala ( Tongaat ) writes :—

The Pranapratishtha and the opening ceremony of the
Shiwalaya was performed on the 11th inst. by Shrijut
Lalkisoon Maharaj and P. @. Desai respectively,
Delegates from Vernlam, Darban, Overport, Maritz.
burg, eto., a8 well a8 about four hondred members of
the community were present. The origin of the idea
was a gift of twepty-five pounds by Radba the widow
of the late Manfool Maharaj. The Temple cost abont
£185 in materinls. The labour was given free by
Megsre. Rammarain Kasee, Badiee Kasce, Sewnarain
Kasee and Sidhaye who were presented each with a
gold ring a8 a an appreciation from the Committee.
Refreshments were served to all the guesta after the
ceremony and o davcing performance was arranged for
the night. Mr. P. G. Desai donated five guineas for
the purpose of Hiudi education and Dharmaprachar.

Your Opportunity !

Prof. Carey guaraniees to cure Asthma,
Bladder trouble, Catarrh, Constipation,
Hysteria, Insomnia, Piles, Rheumatism etc.
by special methods of Electric, water and
light, Turkish, Swedish and Sun-ray baths,
and massage. Special treatment for ladies
dand children’s diseases. Consuitation free.

Literature sent free on request,

Communicate to: Prof. CAREY,

Carlton Hotel,
Johannesburg.
Piof. Carey is well conversant with

- Hindustani,
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