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MR. VITHALBHAI PATEL'S STATEMENT

ON THE RESULTS OF THE 2ad ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

R. Viihalbhai Patel, ex.President of the
Indian Legiglative Assombly, issned the
following statement on the results of the

- gecond Round Table Conference to the Press on

hig arrival at Bombay from Europe, which was

circalated by the Associated Press of India :—

I should like, in the first place, to explain the
. meaning and implications of the White Paper, and
next to state how far the national demands as
embodied in the resolution of the Karachi Congress
have been conceded.

At the close of the first Round Table Conference
the Prime Minister announced the poliecy of His
Majesty’s Government in regard to India, and the
White Paper now issued at the closa of the second
Round Table Conferenee merely reaffirms that
policy without any medifications.

It is significant that the White Paper ignores al-
together the most imporiant docuwent, namely, the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which secured the co-operation
of the Congress to the Round Table Conference,

Those who maintained that the Gandhi-Irwin
Pact was an advance on the declaration of the 10th
Janvary 1931, must have been thoroughly dis-
illusioned. The words in the pact ‘in the interest
of India’ by which Congressmen swore till yester-
day have not even been mentioned in the White
Paper. | '

Conditions In The White Paper

According to the policy outlined in the White
Paper, India is to have responsibility at the centre
if, and only if, the Central Government and the
Central Legislature are constituted on All-India
Federal basis. Even ao, the responsibility is to be
mbject to the following conditions :

{1) Defence and external affairs are to be reserved
to the Governor-General,

{2) Control over finance is to be subject to such
conditions as wonld ensure the fulfilment of the
obligations incurred under the anthority of the
Secretary of State, and the maintenance unimpaired
of the financial stability aud oredit of India.

(3) The relations of the princes to the British
Government are to remain with the Crown.

(4) There must be no wofair economic or com-
mercial diserimination against the British trader,

(5) The Governor-General must be granted the
necegeary powers to enable him to fulfil his respon-
aibility for securing the observance of the consti.
totional rights of the minorities. He must also have
the power to enable bim to fulfil his responsibility

for ultimately maintaining the tranqguility of the
State.

It is true that conditions No. 3 and No. 4 have not
been expressed in the White Paper; but the gpeech
of Sir Samnel Hoare, Secretary of State for India,
in the House of Coramons, makes specific mention
of them. Mr, Baldwin, leader of the Conservative
Party, in hie speech, also made it clear that there
was no difference of any kind hetween what Sir
Samuel Hoare said and what was contained in the
White Paper and the Secretary of State’s speech wss
the White Paper and the White Paper was his speech,

Mr. Baldwin further explained that Mr. Macdonald
spoke for 20 minutes and Sir Samuel Hoare for 40
minutes, and therefore the former could not have
covered all the ground, the latter bad done.

Reading the two declarations together with the
debate in the House and the report of the Federal
Structare Committee, there can be no doubt what-
ever that the principle of contrel at the cenine fore-
shadowed in the White Paper is snbject to all the
conditions T bave just briefly ennmerated.

Congress Resolution

I npow state the National demanda as embodied in
the Karachi Congress resolution. They ave:

1. Complete independence, and, in particular,

2. Complete control of defence,

3. Complete control of external affairs, -

4. Complete control of finanes,

3. India's right to secede at will,

6. Examination of the debt position of India by
an impartial tribunal to aecertain how much of it is
justly chargeable to the new Government of India,
and how much muat he shonldered by the British
Government,

The Congress mandate also gave power to its
delegate at the R.T.C. to accept snch adjustments as
“may be demonstrably proved to be in the interest
of India.”

I have no doubt that any impartial reader of the
White Paper and the Congress resolution wijl come
to no other conclugion than that the White Paper
rejceis every demand made by the Congresa.

Reservation of national defence and external affairs
in the hands of the Governor-Gencral means the
rejection of the Congress demand fer completa
independence even in that limited interpretation of
the phrase, namely, * voluntary partnership with
Britain.”

Insult Added To Injury

In his speech in the Houae of Commons the Prime
Minister goes further and adds insult to injury when
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in answer to fome inferruptions, he more than once
declayes that there is no intgution to give indepen-
dence, and that indja does not want it, in that it
agreea {o thq reservations regarding defepce ang
external affaira.

In the opinion of the Prime Minister, therefore,
the Congress demand for the control of defence and
oxternal affairs, is not a national demand, but the
view expressed by some other British-Indian dele-
gates that in the pressnt circnmstances . the two
subjects shopld not be entrpsted to g Minigter Teg-
ponsible tp the Indijan Legielatyre, represpnts Indis's
demand. The mentality nnderlying this statement
explains why the Conference has failed to consjder
the demands of the Congress serionsly.

Throughout the deliberations of the conference
the Congress was regarded as one of the many parties
representing India, and it was never recognised, or
perhaps conyeniently forgotten, that the Congress
represented an overwhelming majority of the people
of India. : ‘

Control Of Finances Illusory

With defenca as a reserved subject, the control of
finances, apart from other conditions sought to he
impoged by the White Paper, hecomes jllusory,
inasmuch as 45 per cent. of the central revenue i
axpended on the military,

If wo add to this, the huge amount representing
the ealaries and pensions of persons appointed by
the Secretary of State, together with interest on debt
and gimilar charges, very little indeed wonld be left
for the Legielatnre to vote Rpon. Even go, the
White Paper, by imposing two other conditions,
namely, that snitable provision should be made in
the constitution as wonld  effectively ensure the
fulfilment of the obligations Incurred wunder the
authority of the Secretary of State, and the main-
tenance unimpaired of the financial stability and
crediy of India, renders even that limited control of
finance still mora farcjcal,

What self-respecting Indian would be prepared
to hold the portfolio of Finance under the new
Government with these hemiliating limitations ? Tt
is, therefore, quite clear the Congress demand far
the control of financeq has heen rejected.

Examination of Debt Position

The next demand of the Congress for the exami-
nation of the debt position of lndia, was Dot even
discussed at the Conference. ' But there can be no
doubt that the White Paper, by imposing a condi-
tion that the obligations incarred under the autho-
rity of the Secretary of State are to be effectively
guaranteed, rejects this elaim, '

India’s Right To Secede

The last and the most important claim of the
Congrers is India’s right to secede, This was not
and could not be raised, as India’s claim to be
admitted into partnership with Britain was refused.

Ag if these conditions, which reject every demand
made by the Congress, were insuflicient, the White
Paper imposes other conditions before His Majesty’a
Government would be prepared to recognise the
principle of responsibility at the centre, '

Discrimination Between Nationals
And Noao-Nationals

I should like to refer to one of them at this stage,
The first RT.C, decided upon the following formuls
at the suggestion of the Britigh delegates in regard

to India’s right to diseriminate betwesn nationals
and non-nationals, '

“At the instance of the British commercial com-
munity, the principle wag generally agreed to that

there ghould be nn discrimination between the
rights of the British commercial community, firmg
and companies, trading in [ndia, and the righta of

Indian born sabjects, and that an appropriate cqn.
vention based upon reciprocity should be entered
into for the purpose of guarantesing these rights,”

Public opinion in India strongly protested againgt
this serions ¢urfailment of the right of Indix’y
fature Parlisment, and Mahstma Gandhi wmade it
clear on behalf of the Congress ttl;:t any wgtsﬁ:l?-
tion, whigh in apy way impajrg tha power gf the
futaro logislotary of nie. jo %'!F’an!fﬁ ina
non-nationals, when it considered it necessary to do
80 in the national interest, was not worth having,
and would not ba acceptable to the Congress.

Some Indian members of the R.T.C., .i‘n defend-
ing their attitnde, relied upon the ward, ‘generally”
in the formula and contended tha this word 1lef} it
open to the legislature tg diseriminate in exgeptional
cases,

The sscond R.T.C. extended the scppe and pur-
pose of this recommendation in ‘a variety of ways,
The improved recommendation dropped the word
““genorally,” gave protection not only ta the British
traders, but tq all subjecte of the Crowm; nat only
against legiglative discrimination, not only in !‘e&jiﬂ}
to trade, byt also in regerd to taxation, “holdings of
property and a host of other matters,

In order to avoid any misunderstanding, I ghall
quote the words of that recommendation : -

“The Committee are of opinion that no mbject of
the Orown who may be ordinarily resident or carry-
ing on trade or businesg in British India, should ba
subject to any disability or diserimination, leginla«
tive or administrative by reason of his age, desceni,
religion or place of birth in respect of faxation, the
holding of property, the carrying on of any trade,
profession or business, or in respect of regidence or
travel.”

I hardly need add that the new congtitution is
to make pgrovisip_n vesting L the Gavel_-nqr.-(_}energl_
the power to take such measures aa he may consider
necessary to maintain the peaco and tranquility of

the cpuntry,
Transition Period

Is 17 QoG TO RE FIVE YBARS orR FIrry YEARS?

‘Woe have been told that, after all the so-called
reservations and sgfe%r,_l:_;d_s gre meant to 3pply anly
during the period of eition, and that a fow years
are nothing in the lifetime of a nation. Npither in
the White Paper nor in the report of the Federal
Structure Committee do we find the “period " of
transition specified, Heaven only knows whether
it i8 going to be five years or fifty years, -

Mr. Baldwin, in his speech in the Houge, in reply
to a query from Mr. Wardlaw Milne, ‘stated that
nobody could gay how long the transitional period
would last. He further added that it wounld lash as
long 25 it was the will of Parliament ' it should’ last
and if and when the constitution wag get up, nothing
in that constitution wonld be relaxed without the
assent of Parliament,

It is thus clear that all talk that the new consti-
tation would automatically lead India to itg cherigheg
goal, or that the period of transition would be bui, f
is merely moonshine, T T -

Viceroy's Extrsordinary Powers

It has also been argued that the extraordinar:
powens to be vested in the Governor-General Wt'ﬁﬂ:{
by convention fall into disnse, a8 has been found to
be the case in self-governing Dominjons, This is
not the view of the British @Government, and we
know to our cost that sach extraordinary ppwers
have been and are being exercised with vengeance
by the Governor-General in India, '~ - Fooa
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I hsve endeavoured to show that the second
R.T.C. has failed. A third conference has no donbt
been promised, and several committeea will shortly
be set up to workk out some of the details of the
scheme. But neither the third conference nor any
of the comunittees will be entitled to override the

terms of the declaration. They will be
found to work within the four corners of those
terms, and can bave no power, for instance, to re-
commend the transfer of control of defence or
foreign affairs or the grant of any other demand of
tho Congress, which have been categorically refused
by the declaration.

Series Of Insults

1 repeat that the Conference has failed, and that
British diplomacy hag, at any rate for the time
being, frinmphed ali along the line since the
the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which, in my opinion, was
the masterstroke of that diplomacy, Fyom the day
of that truce up to the present, it has been one long
and painfnl chapler of s series of insults and
humiligtiong for Congress and Congressmen, both in
India and in Epgland,

Whilst the authorities in India have all along
treated the truce a8 a scrap of paper, as can be
demonsirated by instances toe numercus to mention,
the Congress and its leaders have consistently and
earneatly endeavoured to secure the strict observance
of ile terms by the people.

Clever Manbeuvring

At the R.I'C. the British Government played their

cards so well that our delegates were drawn into a
disoussion of the cemmannal problem and other
detaila befere the Conference could come to grips
with fundamentals. As & result of shis clever
mangeuvring, to which, unfortunately our delegates
were willing victims, the impresgion eoreated in the
international world has heen that the British Govern-
ment is all “willing to give freedom to India, but
India’s peaple are. 80 hopelepsly divided amongst
themepplyes that they do not lmow what they wans
and thereforer the continuance of British rule is
the more necessary in their own interest,

Mahatma Gandhi, no doubt with the best of in-
tentions and in the larger interests of the country,
pocketed insmlts and homiliations hurled at him
from various guarters, and continned to serve on the
Conference. He had gone to London with a firm
determination to make every endeavour fo turn the
Truce into a permanent settlement, and in order
perhaps, to ereate an atmosphere for that purpose,

he sometimes made statements, both in and outside
* the conference, tantamount to substantial concessions
to Princes, Britishers and others, In fact, I often
folt. that Mahatmaji's attitude jn this yespect was
hardly consistent. with the spirit of the Congress.
mandate, The British statesmen ipterpretedi thie:
attityde of Mahatmaji ag. weakuegs on the pant of the
Congress, and the Conference fatled,

¢ To be Continned )

Tho sad' death at the age of abomt 55 of the
mother of My. P. R, Pather Joint Hon. Secretary
of the. Natal Indian Congress took place last
Wedneaday morning after a prolonged jllness, Mrs,
Pather had recantly been op & holiday to Meuritius
wherg she centracted maleria whick proved her
fateful enemy. The funeral which took place at
5-30 P, was attended by a, large number of friands.

Oar deepest sympathy goes ont to the bereaved
family,

e

J AGREEMENT IN DANGER

HE Indian commuaity is still waiting
anxiously for the result of the

Raund Table Counference, We were
told it would be known before the middle 6f
March. March has ended and we :dre stf
in suspense. The Caleutta correspondent
of our morning contemporary last week gave
us the not very happy news that the Agree-
ment was in danger as the Selest Commitice
which was responsible for the Transvaal
Asiatic Land Tenure Bill had refused to
accept the modifications recommierded by
the Round Table Ceonference—or was it
only the Government of India delegation?
Being in the dark one does nos know what
the actual position is, and it would be
premature on our part fo discuss it The
Congress, on behalf of the Indlss ¢om-
munity, has, of course, made it duite ¢lear
that the Bill will not be aceeptable te it, no
matter however modified in forms it fiiay be
passed, The Bill is obnoxius at its very
root and the mere clearing of a few branches
will not improve it. But we may not rake
any further comments on $he subjeet without
knowing the details, The message referred
to in the present article should, however,
serve as a ivaraing ta the Indian. communisy

not to sit idle but to be wide awake and

alert if it is at all concerned about its future
in this country for there may be every
likelihood: of its- being faced with a grim
fight Much will depend upon the streagth
of the community expre‘ssed in deeds rather
than in words. We have no reasan yet tor
lose hope in view of the fact that the
appointment of a new Agent has been
announced. We have not had the pleasure
of being acquainted with the new Agent
but from the few facts that have come tos
our knowledge we have reason to belleye
that he will prove worthy of his charge.
The news of the appointment of the Ageng
has. came after the message of the: Caleutta
correspondent and therefore the. Agreement:
is perhaps #e# in danger.

Since writing the above we learn that
an announcement will be made regarding
the Agreement on Tuesday next by D
Malan, Minister of the Interior,
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Plneipwn’s New Indian School’

The handsome new Pinetown Indian Government
gohool, which is sitnated just off the main road near
Hogarth’s metal works, was opened by Mr, W, W.
Sykes, M.P.C., in the presence of abont 500 people,
including a large number of repreeentative Europeans.

The building is of brick and comprises seven
class rooms, gtaff room, headmaster’s room, two
cloak rooms, with prospective addition to the
goneral builning, It lies in nearly seven acres of
gronnds, which command besutiful views of Kloof
and Wyebank on one direction and Mount Moriah
and the undulating country towards Durban on l_'.he
other. The building cost £3,750 and accommodation
is provided for 300 children.

Those Present

Among thosa present were Mr. W. W, Sykes,
M.P.C, Mr, J. Macleod (inepector-in-charge of
Indian schools in the Province). Inspectors Chiff
and du Toit, Mr. D. A. Stewart (resident magistrate),
and Mrs, Stewart, Dr. Field, Dr, Whitaker, Rev. G.
Thorne (vicar of Pinetow)n, Mr, de Wet (headmaster,
Pipstown Government Schoel. Mr, Sorabjee Rus-
tomjee (President Natal Indian Congress), Mr. V. K.
Pillay (chairman Pinetown Indian Associstion),
Sergeant Norman, Mr. F. F. Dales (representing the
Pinetown Public Committes), Mr. Rennie {Pinstown
S.M.), Mr, 8mith {bank manager), Mr. G, V. Naidoo
(the headmaster). |

Mr. Maoleod opened the proceedings and apolo-
gised for the unavoidable absence of Mr. Hugo,
Ingpector Edaeation Department. He expressed
great pleasure at sesing such a large gathering and
paid that he was naturally deeply interested in
Indian Eddeation. He ealled upon Mr. V, K, Pillay,
who had done so much to push forward the course
of Indian Education and the building of the new
achool to speak first,

Mr. Pillay’s Speech

Mr. Pillay extended a hearty welcome to all
present on behalf of the Pinetown Indian Associa-
tion. The presence of the European community
was a testimony to the keenness shown by them
in the education and uplift of the Indian people. for
in their (the Indians’) efforta to educate and uplift
their people they looked to the Europeans, who
represented the ruling race, for help and guidance.
There were about 250 puypils on the roll, but there
were about 100 puopils of school-going age who
were not attending school at present. This was
due to the fact that their parents were too poor to
bear the cost of sckool books,

His association intended appealing to the wealthy
members of the community for financial sssistance
in order to help those poor children, and they felt
sure that the appeal would not be made in vain.
He paid a warm tribute to Mr. Hugh Bryan, late
Superintendent of Education, and also to 8ir E. V.
Reddi and Mr, Sykes for all they had done for the
education of Indiana. :

Mr. G. V., Naidoo appealed to parents to see that
their girls were sent to echool, as their nnmbers

wero very few. He also appealed for regular -

attendance,of all scholars,

"' Support Promised

Mr, Sorabjes Rustomijee gaid that the Pinetown
Indian Association were to bo congratulated wopon
the result of their efforts in promoting the edu-
cational welfare of the children. He also spoke in
the highest terma of the efforts of Sir Kurma Reddj,
Mr. Sastri and Mr. Sykes to have the school built.
He promised financial assistance for the appeal made
by Mr. Pillay.

The resident magistrate offered a few congratu-
latory remarks,

Mr. Sykes, M.P.C., thanked the Administrator,
the Education Department, and the Indian com.
munity for inviting him to open the mew school,
He did so with pleasnre, a8 he was satisfied it was
only throngh education that all classes could bacome
better citizens. The beat policy a State could em-
bark apou was free, compulsory primary education,
The new school was a very handsome and wp-to-
date one, and he knew that the Indian comwunity
were pincere in their heartfelt thanks to the autho.
rities for giving it them.

The Headmaster

In their headmaster they had a man of very
high principle, and one of the best teachers on the
Provincial Indian staff. With regard to Mr. Pillay,
Mr, Sykes said that the greatest credit was due to
him for what he had done. He bhad taken a devp
personal interest in having the school erected, and
his good work for Indian education would long be
remembered. Mr. Sykes appealed to the Indians
to regard the Health Board in a favonrable light
as that board was doing its best and was a very
cheap means of insurance, He referred to the Indians
an one of the hardest working races in the world,
and finally again congratulated them in their
splendid new school.

The new building marks an important forward
movement in connection with Indian education in
this part of Natal. All the visitors expressed high
admiration at which they saw, and the afternoon
proved to be a most interesting and enjoyable one,

Viceroy Meets The Princes

Calentta, March 28.—Addressing the Chamber of
Princes at Delhi to-day, the Viceroy attempted to
dispel the fears of Indjan States, and promised the
Princes that their treaty rights would stand in the
country’s new constitution.

The Princes themselves, in meeting the Chamber,
adopted for discussion a resolution to the effect their
Highnesses favoured federation provided that as a
gine qua non they get *'50-50” representation in the
Legislature, g0 aa to ensare 150 seats being alloted
to the Native States, or, a8 many a8 will give indi-
vidual representation to Chamber States, and pro-
vided that safeguarde which they consider necessary
to their interests are embodied in the new constitu-

- tion,

The resolution leaves open the questions as to
whether the Legislature shonld be wunicameral or
bicameral, and how far the Indian States shoauld
approach equality of representation among them-
pelvea,

Government Reticent

There has been no movement on the part of the
Indian Government towards reconcilistion with the
All-India Comgress. The convergations at present
taking place are only to convince reagonable Indian
?i;?.im of the Government’s intentions and good-

This is the officie] reply to the conclusions drawn
from the sudden visit of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra,
Sir Parshottamdas Thakurdas and others to the

- Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, and the Marquis of

Lothian in. Delhi, and of Mrs, Naido’e visit to Papdit
Madan Mohan Malaviya at Benares.

The two visita of Mrs. Naidu (suggested by many
ag the self-appointed Oongress dictator and reputed
to be like a cat to have nine lives because the Govern-
ment has not so far imprisoned her) to Delhi since
ber recent return from South Africs, her stay in
Delhi on each accasion with the arch-enemy of the
Congress—namely, the Indian Government—and
her prolonged interviews with Malaviya, are, how-
ever, regarded in some quarters ag suggesting that the
Government’s attitude will not be one of “nothing
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doing” if only the Congrees will see the folly of ita
ways and immediately abandon its mepacing arro-

gance.
General Federation Still Undecided

Calcuatta, March 29.—Despite the Viceroy’s assur-
ance, the Indian princes are still undecided whether
or not they should enter the proposed All-India
Federation.

The prospective Chancellor of the Chamber of
Princes, namely, his Highness Jam Sahib of Nawa-
nagar—bstter kmown in the cricketing world as the
famous Ranjitsinhji—is believed to be a far from
convinced supporter of the Federation, and there is
a ptrong contingent from his part of the world who
want to see the Federal echeme in action before
they consider joining.

Bengal Change Of Governorship

Caleutta, March 29.—~The ceremonies attending
the departnre of Sir Stanley Jackson, on relingnish-
ing offiee a8 Governor of Bengal, and the arrival of
his successor, Sir John Anderson, passed off guietly
as a result of most ¢laborate precauntions taken by

. the police, All houses along the routes used by the
officials were searched and gouarded, and there were
no unseemly incidents.—Reuter.

Mrs. Naidu Denies A Rumour

The Daily Telearaph's Bomhbay correspondent says
tbat the pereistent rumours that Mrs. Naidu's visit
to Delhi was connected with sudden peace parleys
between the Government and the All-India Congress
are absolutely denied by her. *‘My Delhi visit,”
ghe said, “ was only regarding my South African
mission and nothing else. The only person who
could negotiate on behalf of the Congress is Mr.
Gandhi. But there is no chance of peace while the
Government mainiains ils present attitnde.”

Government Punishes Indian College

Poona, March 28.—Long awaited disciplinsry
action regarding the attempt on the life of M.
Hotson, the Acting Governor of Bombay on July
292, has been taken.

1t will be remembered that while Mr., Hotson was
inspecting the Fegurson College a student shot at
him.

The Government has ordered the suthorities to
reduce the number of students at Ferguson College
from 1,700 to 1,200 under pain of withdrawal of
sapport for the college.—~—Reuter.

Indian Interpreter’s Retirement

—— ————

An interesting event took place at the Court
Room, Verulam, on Saturday afternoon, March 19,
when several officials and a large section of the
Indisn community made a presentation to Mr. V.
Samuel Joshua, the Indian interpreter for the
Inanda dietrict, on his retiral from Government
gervice. Mr. H. O. Lugg, Magisirate of the district,
presided, and made the presentation, which consisted
of a handsome solid silver tea service from the
Indisn community and a silver tray from the staff,
The balane of the sum collected, which amounted
to pearly £40, waa contained in a wallet.

Mr. Joshua joined the service of the Natal Govern-
ment Railways under Sir David Hunter in 1886,
and in 1901 he was tiapsferred to the Department
of Justice, and from that time remaine¢ in that
Department.

Mr. H. . Dickinson, speaking on behalf of the
Verulam Bar, joined with Mr. Lugg in saying fare-
well to Mr, Joshus. He had never heard a single
word against Mr, Joghua’s integrity in the carrying
ohub of his duties:

The Anti-Asiatic League
And A Factory Lease

Sir,—In reply to R. Heggie regarding a lease he
proposes should be granted to an Indian from
Lourenco Marques, may T point out that there are
two petitions signed by 100 firms and residents of
the area concerned, objecting to the leases being
granted to the two Asiatic manufacturing firms. I
may mention that the presence of Indian factories
near the Beach wonld not have the effect of making
it more popular. All the hotel proprietors are much
opposed to the snggeation.

There are many owners of property here in
Durban who do not let their propertiea to Indians
under any circumstances. If they all took ap that
attitnde, then the Indian menace would be consi-
derably reduced,

I have been told that Mr. Heggie’s building has
been empty for & year. I did my hest to find him
a tenant, but the rent i too high, aecording to
spuggestions made to me, If the building were
divided and the rent reduced to £12 10s. for each
half, there should be Litle difficnlty in finding
tenanta of the right and deeirable complexion.

The whole matter goes to show how necessary it
is for the Durban Town Council to introduce a
proper svetem of segregation, which is demanded by
the people of Durban in no uncertain voice and
which matter ip having the gerious covsideration of
our Government at Capetown. The people demand
it, and they will doubtless say so at the forthcoming
municipal elections early in Auguast.

8, OELLERMANN,
Chairman, the Anti-Asiatio Leagae
of Natal, .
—Natal Mercury,

Children’s Aid ‘Society

Joint Committee

The usual monthly meeting of the Children’s Aid
Soclety’s Joint Committee was held in the Board
Room of the Chamber of Commerce on Friday, 4th
ingtant, under the Chairmanship of Mr. J. D.
Rheinallt-Jonea.

Discussing the question of caring for destitute or
abandened Non-European children, Mr. Handel
Thompson reported thata Sub-Committee had been
appointed to consider the raiging of funds for the
establishment of & shelter for these children. -

Mr. Rheinallt-Jones informed the Committee of
an institntion at Faure, C.P,, for tle reception of
blind Nop-European children, and that the Rev.
Blaxall had been appointed the Superintendent. It
was decided that the Rev. Blaxall shonld be asked
for full particulars of this inatitution.

Mra. Lo Pere reportzd on the work of the Newclare
Colonred Women’s and Children’s Welfare Society,

" and Mr, Rheinallt.Jones and Mr. Thampson under-

took to visit. 3

The question of organising loeal “Health Com-
mittees” to act as feeders to the Joint Committee
was raised but disouseion of this was postponed until
the next meeting of Committee, which will be held
on Friday, lst April.

e e ————

Dr. W. Godfrey writes that his son, Dr, E. L. L.
Godfrey, hes obtained his diploma in publié health,

Aty Y Wﬂ—w N -
PR At ot At S i Okt it i o el A Sy e
fradeg gl ) T ﬁ " e )
Hidis Madid 4 gt Haid y 2 5l bt



104

INDiAN OPINIGN.

Indian Child Welfare

raalindnieer, mellelpitdsdin,

Society's Good Work

The Annnal General Meeting of the Durban
Indian Child Welfare Society took place at its
Centre at 150 Brook Street, Dorban, on Satarday
the 19th inat. Mr. Abdovla Ismail Kajee was in
the chair, Mre. V. R, R. Moodley tha chairwoman
of the Committee, Mra. J, Lawrence Hon. Treasarer
and Mre. Q. Christopber Hon, Secretary, Misa 5: W.
Standing, the Health Visitor in obarge of the Centre,
Mrs. Bryan @Gabriel, Mrs. E. Royeppen;, Mrs. P.
Singh, Mesars: V, Lawrence, P, @. Naicker and A.
Christopher were smong others present.

. The Committee submitted the Annual Report and
Finaneial Report as follows :—

We have plengure in pubmitting the fourth report
of the Durben Indisn Child Weifare Soniety from
the period 1st Decomber 1930 to 30th November 1931.

ATTENDANOE

Thete weté 4928 atténdances duribg the year
tinder teview ghowing an increase over the previous
yeir of 1194,

Mebicar, SEssioNs

Minety Medical Sessions were held by Dr. J.
Jacgson and Dr. M, Alper at which there were 2328
attendences.

INFANTS

There wasd dlso an incroass in the attendarice of

babies under one year of age the total being 580,

8¢HOOL CHILDREN

340 scheol children were examined by one or
other of the lady doetors. A great number of
school children came for dressing and treatment
wheh thefe was no Clinle.

ANTE-NATAL CLINIC
Attendences of Ante-Natal cases were 266,
MATERNITY CASES
The Midwife attended 60 cases.
ADOPTED AND PROTECTED INFANTS

The adoption of one child was arranged and a
number of foster parents are waiting on our list to
adopt children, The case of an illegitimate child
wes tajron up by the Society and everything possible
was done in Court to get an Order against the

father for its maintainanes, Jn another case a -
motherless child was neglected by its father,-

presure was brought apon the father to make better
arrangements for the ehild,
DESERTED WIVES
Five ¢antg in whioh the husbands deserted their
wives and ohildfen wérs dealt with,
- Fobp Axp MEDICINE
. 138 Ibs. of Lactogen, God Liver Oil Emulsion and

Medicine were given free to necessitions cages, and
in other cases a nominal charge was made.

G COMMITTER MEETINGS
B 'I'hé'ae-ﬂiéeﬁﬁg's werd held regulaily ohce amionth.
JUMBLE SALES, CONCERT, BazAAR
. Two Jumble Bales, & Concert and a Bazaar was
held in sid of our fands.
- . GRANTS-IN-ATD '
The Nutdl Provinclal Conneil gives tis £50 1 year,
The Durban Muncipality now beats the palaties
of the lady Heplth Visitor who is in charge of the
Centre, of a Midwife and of an Indian lady assistant,
Miid allbwi thy ew bf the bnilding with teleplione
. . .
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and electric Jight in Brook Stree as our Centre. A
sum of £18 was allowed for furnitdre:

Since the formation of our Bosiety the work
among our women and children has been developing
rapidly. Each yeir shows a big increise. Thd need
for more workers is great. The unemployment
among our people is acdte, thoneands are workless,
conséquently women and children are suffering
from. want the most, _

We are sorry to bave to say that very litile
financil help comes from the rich amorg us, not
that they do ioi know our needs, odr personal
appeals 16 them have fallen on deaf ears,

With better finanelal support from our rich, onr
work in_ tndfly directions can be more fally
developed.

We have to express onr gratitnde to the Durban
Municipality for the greater interest they are now
taking in out work; end the inébetsed sdpport given
to it Woe hope in the comirg year they will also
enable us to give away more free food and medicihe
in this connection we have also to thank Mra,
Bengon the Chairwomsan of the Health Uommittes,
Mr: Reyburn, Chairman of the Finanes Qommitiee,
Pr. Gunn; Medical Officer of Health, and Dr: K.
MoNeill in charge of Child Welfare Department.

Among others our thanks are duae to Miss Sianding,
our Health Visitor for the interest she takes in the
work. Dr. M. Alper and Dr. J. Jackson who by
their free help have éoniribnted much to the
sticcesd of our Centre, Dt Seeddt whio attended a
fe'w einerpency cases, Mrd, Wedd who asdists at tHe
two waekly Clinics. Mr. Liawretice who attends
regiilarly at the Centrs to Lelp; the domors to the
Bazaar and Jumble Snle, the contributors to the
Udhcert and Mr, 8. J. Randeria the Anditor.

S. MoopLEY
Chairman,
@, CHRISTOPHER
on, Secretary.

PINANCIAL STATEMENT OF- THE DURBAN INDIAN
CHILD WELFARE SOCIETY
From 18t Decemtbet 1930 to 30tk November 1931.

RECEIPTS, PAYMERTS,
d. £ & d
Sale of Lactogen atd Nurse’s Salaty 120 ¢ 0
Medicine 41 4 6 AwywsSalay 34 © o0
Maternity cases 68 2 §  Durban Corpora-
Provincial Council grant 37 10 o Hoiwalerfete 2 7 o
. Donatiens 317 o Maternity & Child
- Optiofial silbistHptions 5 o WeMdre Dept a3 17
Proceeds of Concert 31 6 3 Printing 2 10

Procceds of Jutible Sales 8 6 11 Allen & Hanbury’s 30 5

- OO o

Baladee oh 3oth Nov,; Patty Cash z 0
Natal Building Society Sundries 3 2
& Standerd Bank of
8,4, Ltd. 111 1§ 3 Balance 49 11 2
£299 14 9 £299 14 9

—— e —

——

J. LAWRENCE

P. R, PATHER
Jt. hoh: Treabufers.

This is td certify that T bave this day dudited the
bgoks of the Dilrban Iddien Child Waelfare Society
and have found therh to be true and correck.

BhJ. RANDWA,
Duiliax; 12tk March 1932; on. Additor.

_ The Report 4nd Findncldl Statement wers un:
aniittibusly sdepted '
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Statement Submitted By S.A.L.C.

To Government Of India Delegation
 ( Oontirtied from last theek)

Exempted Indians

The Smuts-Gandlii Agréeinént of 1914 included
4 condition tbat éix “educated” Trdiabd should be
#owed to éntsr the Tiinsvail Province annually.
Subsequently it may be noted, thé provision was
extohtied to the Provinées of Natal und the Cape.
Tlis exeibted Pertons Wers not to be requiféd to
hold Régistrstion Ceftificates.

e cotibitleratiors that led up to this dernand by
Mr, Gandbi ofi thé one band for tlie exemption of
at Jeast a handfal of Indians from the racial, class
dbd dolony distidetions éreatéd by tha registration
faw of 1908 and Toimigration Law of 1913, and the
dedinleficehive by Genéral Smuts 6n the otheér hand,
dre bioth bistorically and practically intetesting and
fmgportant,

Both the above Statutes wore resisted in turn by
Wway of protest againet the imiputation they expressed
of facial and national inferiority and tndesirability.
1t was tiutnally dppreciated that this arrangement
{a fegird to the annual admission of a small
numbiér of exémpted Indians would, at least, to
some extent, rémove the sting of that imputation.
The 6tdimpted persotis wekd to bb protécted from
the fadial disabilities imposed i the rebpbctive
provitices 6f ths Unioh upon the revk dnd fle of
their Indian pophlations: The cluss of pPerson
tonteinplated A ih practlee permitted thus to
aptbt wag what 8 ordinarily termed thé educited
clad,

At the otlset the exempted persons so admitted
feceived i sliiplta form of exdéinption certificate un-
tlopged by @nditions, The position occupied by
the “ exempted ™ waa at ledst la no way inferior to
that ccompied by the holders of registration certi-
ficates.

AftéF b Gonlpdratively Brief pedod, however
condilions and provisons became inserted in the
docnments issned to such entrantsand this in spite
of strong protests on tha part of the Indian com-
munity. 'The comparatively recent case of Medh
versus Principal Immigration Officer, A.D. 1928
page 451 decided that it ig not compdtbnt in
exemmpting a person inder Section 25 {1) of Act 22
of 1913 to attach terms and conditions to such
exemption and shonld any condition be attached to
such exemption such condition will be tagarded
8 pro non seripto.

For some time past the practice of issuing letters
of Exemption {o educated entrants in terms of the
Bmuts-Gimdhi Agreemnent wonld eppear to Hdve
been discontinued. By way of sabstitation itis
proposed that temporary permits be issued to
tdudated entiahip, such peridits (0 Bs rendwable
sunually at the pleasure of the Minister. The
suggestion wad, of course, no new one having
been advanced as far back as 1908 and rejebtett by
the communuity. Mr., Gandhi pointed out at the
time that the pfideiplé liivelved was such that the
acceptance of templridry permits in regard to
exempted persoos wonld defeat that very principle.
As previously poliited bat its imigottarica lica in the
fecognitibn that the ddor of imimifiration €ds not
tb be banged; bolied and barréd oguinet Indian
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Imtpigranta on the scora of their race ang
nationality,

The :!.914 * Hettlernent” also laid emphhsis upon
the prihciple berein involved. This imatter
b?nh tria:_ated in detail with goine elaboratioh ith a
view to imptesSing the Delegation to support the
Indian attitdde that the prineiple involved shduld
hot Be distarbed.

Explanatory-Exempted Indians

Tu the cortespondbues that passed bétwee the
Indian ahd Colonial Offiteli and th4 Colohial
Goverdutedt In 1909, thb Colonial Govérment
slated khit it Was prepared Y6 4llow the admission
of six Indiang to a Provirce 48 permanent residefits,
;I‘he number was snbsequeéhtly incersed from six
o ten;

Utder the 1914 Settlembnt, provisidd was mide
fof admissiohs into the Trandvea), Cape dnd Nitsl
of two clarses 6f Ihdians outdide of thd oldsé én-
titled to enter under the Stitntory Latba.

_ Cliigs A i—'The small ridiiber of eddeited eittrants
previondly referted to, i.é ten per aiintim foi each
Province were to receive Letters of Exemption
frecing them from the neceesity of holding registra-
tion certificates. In practice these were persons
gelected by the respective communities of the
respéctivé proviniced fod their sdhbational qualifi-
cations,

Class :—Compkissd tempotary vigitors, e.g. priests,

teachers and the 1iks whoss entry and stay it was
eontemplated shoiild only be témporaty.
The anthorities, it wonld now appear, propose to
delete Class A and to allow the admission only of
Class B. As proviously indicated this change of
policy i3 regarded by the community as a violation
of principles estublished 4t the cost of considerable
sacrifice and suffering.

The praposal of the Departhdent of Intervivw in
regard to the entry of and domicile of educated
enttants was accepted by the Congress, sabject to
the proposals not abrogating any of the rights
conferred by the Bmuts-Gandhi Agresment.

D. L. o1 Foim

Thig s a fotin evolved #@pdet the Regulaiions
published under Act 22 of 1913, theé object and
patrposg of which ia to establish to the satisfaction
of the Immipration adthotilied the relationship
claimed by a man to 3 womah ag tHe formet’s wife,
aid by pArents to ehildien it 8 sbught to Intrudce
jnto the Union. The form is an adminigtrativé bhe
and was intended to be a means for satisfying the
authorities, but certainly not the sole means of or
evidend in favour of bné of the abbve dlaiths. The
Department has, however, converted this form to
cohtituts it 48 thé bhly coitdlusive progf #Ad to
exclude wives and children of domiciled Indians,
who desire to enter the Province, nnlesa they are
protected by thia Particular Form. For?erly, such
wotnéri dnd clilidreri weré allowed to éfiter
temporarily bn deposit, thon fredoently investigs-
tion of the claims would proceed and the D.I. 91
Form might be fiirtilshed tﬁe Departnient at a liter
tate; the deposits bereturned und the claims of the
olaimants bo recognised. ‘

The importance of the departure is that the
persons concerned are now generally declared Bio-
hibitetl imthigrantt in spite of other convincing
evidence in tbo abeenco of this particnlar form,
thtis iivolving the Indians in needless expense and
anxisty: ind also bndangering their Jegitimsts rights.
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The Question Of Domicile

The Tmmigration Act of 1913 as amended by Aot
15 of 1931 provides that a person shall have been
deemed to bave lost his domieile within the Union
it he absents himseif therefrom and does not enter
the Union within three years from the date of bis
departure or from the commencement of the Act
of 1927 whichever period may be the later and
that irrespective of whether he is the holdercfs
Registration Certificate or a Certificate of Domicile
or of any other docament issued under any pricr
law permitting his entrance to or residence in the
Union or recognising his domicle in the Union or
any Provinees thereof, .

This proviso, while appearing impartial, is in
reality made to operate for the purpose of re-
gtricting a return of Agiaties, It will be seen that
the Regisiration Certificate no longer confers tbe
right to be here and the right to come and go. This
Seotion should be repealed.

Numerous czses of extreme bardship have arisen
through the atrict application of the law as amended.

( To be Continusd )

Carnegie Non-rEuropean
Library Service

After many negotiations it has been found possible
now to take advantage of the generous offer of
£1,000 from the Carnegie Corporation of New York
for the organisation of a circulating library to serve
the Indiap, Banin and African communities of the
Witwatersrand and neighbouring districts. A de-
putation coneisting of Mr. M. M. Stirling, Organiser
of the South African Library Conference Executive
Committee, and Mr. J. D. Rheinallt-Jones of thg
South African Institnte of Race Relations, waited
recently on the Committes of the Germiston Pablic
Library which consented to organise the service.
A representative Commitiee hag been formed to co-
operate with the Germiston Library Committee
and a stock of books has been purchaged. Applic-
ations are invited from institutions which are
prepared to make arrangements for depots at which
boxes of books ean be lodged for free use of
borrowers, Communpications should be addressed
to Miss D, D. Riley Honorary Bescretary, Carnegie
Non-Earopean Library Service, P. O. Box. 246,
Germiston,

Indian Technical Bducation Committee
EYENING COMMBRCIAL CLASSES AT SASTRI COLLBGE

These Classes have now been re-opened
after the Summer vacation. Students in-
tending to take advantage of these Classes
are advised to enrol without delay.

For further particulars apply to Mr., W.
M. Buss, Principal, Sastri College, Warwick
“Avenue, Durban,

P. R. PATHER
S. M. MOODLEY

Joint Hon, Secretaries.
Little Groy Btreet, Durhan,
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Outward Bound

What happens after death f This is a questioy
to which some of the ablest Hindu echolapg
have devoled their most profound and subtly
thought in the hope of fiinding some entisfactory
angwer., On Monday night, April 11, at the
Victoria Picture Palace members of the Indiay
community will have the opportunity of Beeing
the answer propounded by a European playwright,
Mr, Sntton Vane,

On that night the 8t. James Dramatic Society wil]
present “ Outward Bound,” a play that dealsiy
vividly interesting fashion with a group of who
have died. When the play opens they are on board
ship but are still unaware that they ara actually
dead and each person regards himself or herself ag
being on an ordinary holiday trip. Gradually and
dramatically the realisation is driven home to them
that they are dead and are bound for a harbonr
which holds for each one possibilities of which they
bad never hitherto dreamt. What they ask and
with them the audience, is going to happen to us?

Each reacts according to character, one defiant
another trunculent, a third determined to bring into
play all the snobberies and flatteries that secare
aoeil?l suceesd.  They learn that they have ito face
an  Exzaminer’ and in the final act is shown the
punishment or reward meted ont to each one.

Naturally with euch a theme the play grips from

- the beginning and even at the fall of the final

curtain it still leaves one with more questions than
it has answered. The play is especially notable for
ite interesting and dramatic presentation of the age-
old specalation about what bappens after death and
its ohief merf i that it tells its story thromgh human
beings who can be understood by all. The play
will be performed by a strong European cast and

doors will be open at 7-30, while tickets are
obtainable at Peter’s Cafe. -

Outward Bound

A GREAT DRAMA
At

VICTORIA PICTURE PALACE

Have you bought your ticket fo: “Qutwatd
Bound”? :

This gieat Drama is to be presented by
a highly distinguished European Cast at
the Victo.ia Picwure Palace on Monday 11th
April at 7-30 p.m. ‘

Tickets on sale 2t Peter's Cafe and
Kapitan’s Balcony Hotel. Price 2/6, 1/6

and 1/-.
SNOEK

Prime Red Oily Snoek at lowest market
prices. Quotation on request. Coast Trading
Co., 917 Kershaw Streer, Capetown,
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