No. 5—Vol. XXX.

Friday, January 29th, 1932.

Registered at the G.P.O. nx a Nowspaper.
Price FOURTENCE,

NOTES AND NEWS

7~

IR Geoffrey Corbett, one of the members of
the Indian Delegation, who is retiring from
the Indian Civil Service, will, after his

present gervices, be leaving for England from Cape-
town and will not visit the other Provinces, Indians in
Natal and in the Transvasal, therefore, will not have
the pleasant opportunity of seeing Sir Geoffrey for
the Jast time. Apart from playing & very im-
portant part in the Indian Civil Service, Sir
Geoffrey Corbett’s services in regard to the Indian
qnestion in South Africa have been very useful.
QOn three important occasions we have had the good
pleasare of having Sir Geoffrey Corbett in our midst,
and by his sincerity of purpese he has won the
hearts of all those who have had ocecasiom to work
with him, and he will, on his retirement, take back
with him their good wishes. We wish Sir Geoffrey
Corbett good health and a well-deserved rest.

THR Rt. Hon. SBrinivasa Sastri, we understand,
will pay a visit to Kimberley, Johannesburg and
Duarban before leaving the Union, and the rest of
the members of the Delegation will sail from
Duorban, Preparations are already being made by
the Natal Indian OCongress to accord them a
hearty welcome on their arrival.

A largely attended public meeting held recently
under the angpices of the Bombay Provincial Congress
Committe and several other public bodies protested
against the latest Bengal Ordinance. The speakers
strongly condemned it and characterised it as “a
negative of individual liberty which every country
zealously protected.” It oreated a state of things
almost similar to those existing under the martial
law. The meeting appealed to men and women of

. Bengal to preserve non-violence despite *‘the grave
provocation offered to them by the Qovernment.”

A correspondent from Verulam writes :—

A meeting was held in the Shri Gopallal Hindu
Temple Hall recently for the nomination of trustees
and officials. After speaches had been made by Messrs.
Talwanteingh, Raghavjee Ragnath, Kissoonduth
Maharaj, Chundoosing and A. B, Maharaj of Cato
Manor, the following wers elected as trustees :—
Measrs, Talwantsingh, Raghupanan, Raghavjeos Rag-
nath, Madosingh and Doobur; President Mr. Tal-
wantsingh, Hon, Secretary Mr. Raghaviee Ragnath,
Treasurer Mr. Raghupanan, A mesting to discuss
the formation of a strong working committes is
to be held shortly. It is plessing to note that
Messrs, Raghunanan and Son presented to the
Temple a building site valued about £155 at
Mayville, and the officials of the Temple wish
to thank the donor for the magnificent gift.
The Temple Committee has lately acquired the
property of the late Mr. E. H. Langston of Veralam,
and towards payment of same the following gentle-
men have kindly donated :—Messra. Talwantsingh
£50, Raghavjee Ragnath and Son £50, Doobur £50,
Madhosingh £50, Kissoonduth Maharaj £5,

THE CONFERENCE

HE one thing engaging the minds
of the ‘people is the Round Table

Conference and what the result of it
is going to be. People are anxious to know
what the Conference has so far done and
how it is progressing. These lines are being
penned on Sunday night, the 24th instant,
and it is not possible yet to say anything
about the work of the Conference. It might
be stated that the Conference has not yet
begun its real work and that has, unfortun-

“ately, been due to the illness of Sir Fazli-

Hussain, the leader of the Indian delegation,
Jtis, however, pleasing to note that Sir
Fazli-Hussain will be free from the hospital
to-morrow ( Monday ) and that he will be
able to attend the Conference. It is hoped,
therefore, that the Conference will set to
work in right earnest during the coming
week and probably reach a finality before
the end of it

In the meantime the Congress delegates
are utilising all their time in putting their
case before the Indian delegation in no
uncertain terms, and it must be acknow-
ledged with profound appreciation that the
members of the Indian delegation who, with
the exception of Sir D'Arcy Lindsay, are
by no means enjoying good health, are very
generous in affording every opportunity to
the Congress delegates to be in close touch
with them.

We have already stated in clear terms,
and we would repeat that, what the Indian
community desires is a settlement of the
burning question, once and for all, in explicit
terms, and not an agreement with sweet
words and platitudes which will be nice to
read on paper but will never be put into
effect, as has been done in regard to some
of the clauses in the present Agreement.

It will not be long before the community
knows its fate,
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United Hindu -Association

Reception To Mrs. Sarojini Naidu

Mrs. Naidu’s Eloquent Speech

A —|

On Saturday night, January 16, the Capetown
United Hindu Association held # reception iz
honour of Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, one 6f the delegates
to the Indo-Upion Roupd Table Conferencs. The
reception was well attended. An addrees of welcome
was presented to Mrs, Naidu and there were many
speeches paying tribate to her work on behalf of the
Tndian community. _

Mru. Naidts, o tising to reply, was, greetsd with a
gustainéd burpt of applauas., 1o the coursé of her
speech she said :—

“J have been sitting bere and listenin

to such

nice things being said about thyself that when I go

hoine to<aight 1 sm going to look in the mirrot and
pee if I am really 4o nice 45 all of you think ¥ sm.
1 have had many charges made againet me. There
are 6o many poets in the world that it is a dreadful
thing to add to the burden and to have a revetend
gentleman like Mr, Andrews also indulging in
poeiry. He says that he has forgotten what he
wivte bt I hiave 4 ¥ivid memory. He told msé to

wipe the téars fiotn my eyes. Hé wrote: ‘Lady -

thon hast kniown sorrow ’ but be did not know why
I knew so much sorrow. Perhaps he may have
besti prophetie. However, I do not want to b6 res-
ponsible for créating any mors in thig world.

' ] [ . L 4 - L] a

“All of you have exaggerated the qualities in
goine of us because they are the virtues that you Iike
best. Belisve me, whether it be ¥ or the handreds

of, thousands in India like me, oor virtues are -

magnified by distance and through your affection
and love, but laking all in alf, the greatest of us ifi-
clading that great leader that led yod 6 Your first
victory, are no more than little mites of dust com-
pared to the great canse for which they struggle.
. It 8 nob only in Indis but here aldo that dfl of you
who atand for the canse do not realige that it does
not matter how great the suffering may be for every-
. oné of Yon, war, wotian and child, if yourr suffering
X results in the vindieatiom of some gredt prineiple,
“1n the address read t6 mé yon reforred: to the
- esseptial gumalities of the Hindu faith. Yom said
, that it wad based on trath.  Tliat ia not & monopoly
of the Hindwu faith, It is the eommon basie of all
homan religions; and the thing which binds men
together, men of &Il taces and erveds in that eomrmion
straggle for indivisible trath. And you who are
membeérs of the United Hindn Association are doing
in your way what othters are doing i their way to
prove that the basis of all Dharma and religions in
just this truth which reads, justice, consideration and
love of eacrifice,

“You speak of yourselves as poor ahd helpless,
But no man is helpless who believes in the trath.
Neo wortian is weak who has courage snd devotion
beeauge it is not by your wealth, not by your birth,
not by your educaion, not by your atatns in 1ifa that
the resl messure is takem of hamyan wotth and
virtue, bnt in your gincerity, in your unselfishness,
in your courage and the reality of your sacrifice,
AN thess qualities havé no tace amd no cotnury.
They are thé common heritage of all humanity.
But if you and I of the Hindn faith have one thing
to prove to the world more than another, it fs that
we c¢annot isolate ourselves from thie common love gt
hun!anity. It is not in division but in unity, it is
uot in separation but in harmoniouws ev-operation,

that we odn best fulfil the traditions of our faith
and otilitre. :

“1 know that yo¢ who have coras heré to better
yourselved and your prospects and $0 earn your lives
lihood do not represent what is called the wealf.h o¥
aristocracy of India. It may be that Mr. Sastri iy
be of pure Brahmin descent and of thousands of
years of culture, That may not be the positica of
somié of 8, Wé tnay be humbler in ¢ttt birth, mére
limited in our attsinments. But what doss it
matter 7 In the end is it not character that is going
to be 1116 theastre of your worth ? I8 it not character
and the force of character, that will establish for
Indians an honoured place in the Commonwealth of
Sonth Africa? So do not feel that you have to look
for bhelp outside yourselves.

“ We are here fn your sorvics to-day, but all eur
gervice eant be of no avail unlesw yot Hdve strength
withins yotrsslves, gnd thity within yourselves, to
mnke your own redemption fo the midst of the
gréatest diffioultiof.

“If ariy of va hiave 4 message for yott, for all of
you and tict for Hindus only, bt for all Iadiang
and the friends of Inidians in Sotth Africa, it id 4
meszags of unitéd work., We tire hiere iri thiis dele-
gation with & Mussulmad 4s leader atid with Hinda
and Ohristiab delegates. But we do not stop to
think who is & Mussulman, who {8 4 Hindd and who
is a Europeari, Woara here to tdentify otirselves
with dii, Hinde, Parses, Mussuliisn sad Ohristian.
Thets is tis division of inferest and thiers 1§ ho pre-
forerics i our mind for one sectioni of anotheF, for
the colonial or the home.born, #eh oF fidor,
Durbanites, the people of Johannesburg or the
people of Capetown. They sreall equal to us, al}
are equally distressed. If sll of you think a liltle
less of the things that sepavate you and will realise
that you all are the Indian section of the South
African people and that in fulfilling your duty to
yourselves you are fulfilling your duiy to South
Africa, and in gerving South Africa, truly you are
paying back to yourselves gomething of more than
mere value and you will have gone a long way
towards solving your difficulties,

“You are thinking of the distress of 200,000
pedple here but when yot oomipive it with the
distress of 330,000,000 ix Indix, doed it mot pale
into itgignificance. They are struggling to over-
coms tronblés snd diffichlties, tnparalleled difhi-
culiies, with faith ahd endirrarice. It id poasibie for
you to¢ overcome your cotiparatively wmiiriow diffi-
cuyee with the exme eotirage, faith and eéndurance.

Mr. Christopher and others have said something
about my representing the womanhood of India.
Don’t you feel proud of ¥our ésters, for it was
really an Indian woman in Sonth Afriea who first
directed Mabatma Gandhi into his great reverence
for the womanhood of the world 7 Den’t you feel
proud that it was the courage of the Indian women
that brought back to the mind of the Mahatms thé
old story of those days when women were the ehief
source of inspiration of those poets whe created the
myths of India? Whal are these mythe? They
enshrine the qualitios of faith, sacrifies, eomtage,
wisdom and Yove, What did they do ? They took the-
loveliest virtues of that time embodied in woman-
hood and menhood and made them immertal in
song, legend and story. They conld not create out
of nothing. When they wrote of these Indiam
women it was because they had theso gualities that
inspired the poots and they were able to write of
them and make them immortal in the world.

** All of you, womes, without edueations, muy be
not noderstanding any langusge properly, wot able
to reach md write with great easo; but what doss it
maflter. You have in you the smme qualities to-day
whick inspired the writéte of the great clagsids Jong
ago:  You have done mrore thaw isspired the poets;
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you hive created a Mahatma. Believe me, the
. struggle for Indian liberty is more the struggld of
Yodian women than that of Indian men. I speak as
an Indian woman and I apéik a8 one who follows
the Mahatma. He has said, ‘ Look at the women of
South Afiicd; thieg will ihbiirh ue and sustdln W in
the great struggle.’ Therefore, having 80 great a
privilege and so gréat 3 Feputdtiok, 1t is your duty
to make the women your friends and helpers. They
will give you coburage;, faithy hope and strength.
These are thers in your widet, in the bumble
wottiét of tHe Tndial psoplé of Bodth Afiea.

" Phdt {6 my messagd to yoh, Wy réesage to the
Indiati séstion of the South Africaii mation. Take
thé women_hind in liand, conirades on the path. of
progrése. Let theid be to-day, as il the timies of
stresd stid ettiiggle, the torch bearers, thé beacon
and the biunér of yoiir achievéiiient of liberty, and
in guttite equity and 6p£6ithnity for Indisns 48 an
integial patt of thé South Africah nation.”

The Indé-Un’ion‘ Confei‘en;:e

(By U. F. ARDREWS) ' .

 thid extréingly difficult to Wite - anything at all

for the publi¢ press about the Conference at this
present stage, because everything is etill very tm:
certain and whatsver has been discuksed is confi-
dential: Therefore, it 1 necésgary agiiti to deéal
rathér With tho outéidé news than with dbtulative
contjéétiire 48 t6 whdt will bs the otitedms of the
discussiona,

What has bocome quite clear is that the Con-
ferétitd it likely to gb én for & 1obgei period thail
wad dt firit aiiticipated, dnd each day’s discussion
givés rigs 16 quedtions, which can only be solved by
the delegates miecting and discussing them apart
Thus the timé has becomrd lengthéned out by the
very nbcessity of the case:

From the Indian point of view, this has been a
benefit; because it has enabled Sir Fazl-i-Hugsain, the
Head of the Indian Delegation, to recover his strefigth
before the most efiticsl period #8 tHe Conferstics,
whith will bégin neéxt Monday. What then happens
will ks place aftef this letter haa been posted fo
Pheenix and therefore nothing can be said sbout it
in this number: .

My I, in {lils brief arliels, éxplain that st the
last moment it was urgently necessary for ms to
walt & fortnight longer; and thereford the news,
which I bid alteady sent to INDIAX OPINION, about
arriting iti Dubin i fime t6 ddtel the 4. Keénga,
was piématurs, Bt now it hiad béen decided thaf,
whatevet happens, 1 must return to India by
.8, Knragola, and my passage is already taken. It is
my hopethat I may bb ablé to spend Friday evening
and Sdrarddy; Jan. 30th in Kitnberley dnd Suiiday,

Jantdi'y SIet, in Johannesburg. After that I shall -

try to siay for one day in Maritzburg on my way to
Durban: My last Sunday, Feb. 7th, dnd one or fwo
days besldes, will, ff poasible, bs spet in Durban
and Pheenix: Then, at last, I shall get on board at
midnight;, tn Sumday, swd eail of tHé' following
norning, February. 8th.

The Capetown Round Table
Cﬁhfgi-ence

M. 8. A, Wait, Secretary of the Tmperial Indian
Citizenship Association (Bombay), writeg as follows
in the Indian Social Reformer dated Dec. 26 :— .

Among other important questions to be_discussed
at the forthcoming Indo-South African (Jonferemse
to be liéld &t Capetown on January, 1932, will be
the ftituss ;'iolic{oof thé Government of the Union
of South Africa towards the Indian population domi-
eiled iii that Domivion; the upliftment of the Indian
conituiiity undertaken by South Africa under the
1927 Agreement and the Transvaal Asiatic Tenure
Ametidment Bili. Inh view of the forthecoming
Coiiference further passage of this Bill through the
Unioh Aesémbly was postponed. The twoe features
of the 1927 Agreernent were the assisted emigration
echéme and the * Upliftment” claunse. The mem.
bers of the Habibullah Delegation who negotiated
the Capetown Agreement of 1927 consented to the
assisted emigration scheme becanse, under the exist-
ing circumstances, it was not possible to get more
favourable terms for the Indians in South Afries,
1t was the foresight of a statesman to bave incladed
in the Agreement its revision after five years. So
far the policy of Sonth Africa has been to reduce its
Indian population by every means. From 1895 tq
1913 there was compulsory repatriation; from 1914
1o 1926 volnntary repatriation and then the assisted
emigratioli #cheme of 1927. More than 50,000
Indiané bad been repatriated from 1395 to 1936 and
abotit 8,000 since the Capetown Agreement of 1927,
'Um_le'ijli'he‘ 1927 acheme every Indian who re)in-
quishéd hid_ South African citizen’s rights receives
£20 and a free passsge to India. The unfortunate
and ighorant Indian essily fall¢ victim fo fBi in:
ducement, retorns to India and finds himbelf af séd,
To aggregats tHe sitoation, tunderhand #ud dnfair
methods aré ddopted to entrap the unwaly Indiana.
Mr. Sorsbjee Rustonijeé, presiding at & Fécént thies
meeting of Iidians ih Darban, said thit they hdd
repotts from all pafts of Natdl that agents of the
Commisgioney £dr Asiatic Affairs tobk advdnisge of
unemployment 6f Indisng in Sonth Afries dnd
spread fdlee tumouars whidH hdd incrddésd
number of Indians feturting to India, The infen-
tion of the Indian delegates in 1927 in digning thé
repstriation scheme was to help thé flosting Trdid
poptlation o retutn to India it théy wished, but it
has beén msade a tobl to turn ont thoushndd of
Indians, who, in the words of Mr. Rustomjte, “ by
the sweat of théir brow had improved South Atrita.”
“It has beén the meéans of depoiding,’ hé daid,
“ thoneands of South Afriean born chiidréd, who,
throngh the folly of their parémts, are trévsplauted
into & country where conditiond are dissimildt #6
those in this ¢ountry. It 78 inhuiiin fo é&xpeet
these children te accommodste themegelves £0' sttangs
conditions.” The Sonth African Governmeént, on
the other hand, are of opinion that not a¢ many
Indians have availed themselves of the schemé asg
they bhad expected. The Indian populatior in South
"Africa is gbout 170,000, So coneidering eithet from
the Indiar or Sontk African Government’s poiitt of
view, the repatristion scheme of 1927 has failed:
The Indian Delegation at the forthcomtng Cou-
ference has & very delicate task beforé them: I1f
there is going to be an abiding settlement bétwesrt
the two countries, South Africi must sbandon itd
policy of getting rid of its Indian population and
stand by its upliftiment policy of 1927 and devise
mezns to aseimilate all sections of ite population.
 The Indian Delegation to the Conference s led
by Sir Fazli-Hussein and consists of the Rt, Hon'bla
Srinivasa Sastri, Mre. Sarojini Naidu, Sir Geoffrey
Corbett, Sir D’Aroy Lindsay and Mr. G, S. Bajpal
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1 of them are ow faif with Indian affairs in South
ffnﬁ and go the Indian interests are in. the safest
bands. India has complete confidence in the per-
sonnel of this delegation, Mr. C. F. A.ndrewe. the
infatignable champion of the cange of Indxaqs abroad,
is already in Sonth Africa and can be re}led upon
for rendering, as in the past, valuable services to the
Indian Delegation. Mr. Andrews recently expressed
hia views to the effect that owing to the great desire
of the Bouth African (overnment to esgablish all-
round friendly relations with the neighbouring
eonntries, he regarded the prospect before the Indo-
South African Conference as hopeful. The recent
talks in London between Mahatma Gandhi and
Qeneral Smuts are reassuring and will greatly a_mooth
the way to a satisfactory solntion of a very d{ﬂ‘icnlt
problem, Sir Fazli-Hussein, prior to his sailing to
South Africa, said * the caunse of Indians overseas is
the cawvse of right principles being maintained in the
civilised world and it is up to the enlightened press
to do all that they can to inculeate right principles
in the papers so ag to carry conviction to the civilised
world.” The * Upliftment” clause of the 1927
Agreement is based upon the principle to which Sir
Fuzli-Hussein refers. It says, * The Union Govern-
ment firmly believe in and adhere to the
principle that it is the duty of every civilised Gov-
ernment to devise ways and means and to take all
possible steps for the uplifting of every mection of
their permanent population to the fnll extent of
their capacity and opportunitiea...... "  When the
two Governments sagree o the underlying principle
of their conferenee, 2 permanent gettlement is not
only probable but possible. :

- The Transvaal Asiatic Tenure Amendment Bill
threatens 80 por cent. of the Indian population of
the city of Jobannesburg. If the Bill is not dropped,
thirty-six wholesale merchants and about 800 retail
general dealers with an sggregate capital of £300,000
and £320,000 respectively will be driven out,

The guestion of enfranchising Indians in South
Africa -will probably be discussed at the Conference.
Indians have no vote thronghout the Union except
the Cape Province. It is inhuman and high-handed-
ness to first deprive them of the vote, to render them
voiceless and then legislate to turn them out of the
country. Farther, our countrymen are not per-
mitted to travel freely from one Province to
another. These and many other disabilities baged
on racial discrimination are imposed upon Indians
and it is earnestly hoped that the forthcoming Con-
feronce will remove this racial stigma on Indians
once and for all. The South African-born Indians
who have already surrendered their domicile rights
by lack of foresight on the part of their parents or
guardians, deserve special consideration, There are
many pathetic cases of innocent children having
been torn away from their natural surroundings in
South Africa and brought to Indis where it is
almoat impossible to rehabilitate them. They have
every right to returr to South Afries even if they
have overstayed ont of South Africa the statntory
period of three years,

The entire country stands behind its nationals
Bouth Africa, It will pee that no more harm %
done to them. In reply to a representation made
in 1930 Sir Fazli-Hussein said, “ Yon have referred
to the pride felt by the Indian community in the
Transvaal in their racial origin and in the civilisa.
tion of t]:!eir ancestors which is several conturies old,
T_his feeling is natural and I can assure yon that I
yield to no one in the anxiety that no harm will
come to India’s national elf-respect or racial pride...”
Lord Willingdon has also expressed his Goverp-
ment’s alarm at the trend of events in South Africa,

Indian Oitizenship Association hag
] that India cannot agree to farther
reduction of the Indian popnlation by any scheme,
No agreement will, therefore, be acceptable to India

which does not undertake the upliftment of the
entire Indian community in South Africa and_ re-
gard it a8 8 permanent section of the South Afriecan

population.

Some New Impressions Of
South Africa

(BY C. F. ANDREWS) -

Coming hack to South Afriea after eight month.s’
absence, I fiad an immense change in the economic
sitnation which now absorbs everyone’s attention,
At the present time the Hertzog Government is
running great risks of losing its majority owing to

- its persistence in keeping on the gold standard.

Everyone is feeling that the conntry i suffering,
aud it is patoral to pus this down to the English
exchange having been altered while South Africa
is one of the fow countries to remain on the gold
standard.

Another matter which strikes me at once on
coming back is the psychological depression which
seems to have grown along with the economic
trouble. On previous occasions when I have been
here there hag always been a great deal of talk about
South Africa as the coming comntry, and about
South Africans etanding on their own feet as
independent and self-supporting. This talk still
goes on, now and thep, but it ia nothing like so
common a8 it was before, and it gets no popular
support as it nsed to do. .

A third factor which s now becoming almost
paramount is the growing predominance of the
Dutch in every respect. Afriksans is now really
making headway, not perhaps so much in
literature as in common usage. One hears it spoken
in Capetown much more frequently than before.
If the nambers were counted there can hardly be
a doubt that all the increase in population js on the
Duich side rather than on the English. One gign
of this growing Dutch influence ig the depressed
state of mind which is now prevalent among the
British themselves, They constantly ezy quite
frankly ; * This is no country for ns.” Many times
over I have heard this remark, and on the present
visit I bave heard it more emphatically than ever
before.

If the Indtan population is to make ita way in
the midst of these difficulties, it seema to me obvious
that it muat take into serious consideration the
learl_:ing of the Dutck language wherever that is
poseible. Again, India herself must appeal to
South Africa as s conntry of trade and commerce,
with which important dealings may be conducted.
Sounth Africa clearly does not want to be tied by
trade_a- and commerce to Qreat Britain, 8he is
}ookmg for new markets, A golden opportunity
ia thus offered for India, which is South Afriea’s
next-door neighbour on the East to come into the
picture a8 a friendly neighbour, and a friendly
market for Sonth African prodace, To develop
this side of friendly economic relations would he
of far greater value to India in establishing her own
rights for her domiciled gettlers in Somth Africa
than any amount of deputations, Sines Natal is
the chief province te fesl the impect of Imdian
r_aet-tlement and the pressure of the Indian population,
it is all to.the good that Natal algo facea India with
!ts,cog.st lines on the Eastern side of Africa, and
its chief port of Darban the nearest Sonth African
port to the Indian market. Here, surely, isa golden
opportunity for a Trades Commissioner of the right
type to be eatablished in Durban and develop
mutual trade between India apd South Africa. If
guch a Trades Commissioner were appointed by the
Indian Government it is quite certain that the
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South African Government would respond to this
by appointing their own permanent Trades Com-
missioner in Bombay. .
No one can afford to offend a good customer, and
it would be imposesible for Natal to be eagerly
looking for markets in India aed at the same time
treating Indiapa badly in Natal itself. This seems
to me 8o obviouns now, that I wonder it escaped my
notico for so long; but sincé I bave clearly seen it
and also brought this eabject forward in the public
press, I have been surprised to find what an
immediate welcome my arlicles received by all
South African papers, including Afrikaans papers
such as Die Burger. 1 have also fonnd that the subject
bas not been forgotten. For instance, the Caps Tinswes,
in referring to the coming onference in Capetown in
January, drew attention to my articles which were
written. nearly ten months ago, and stated that
it was on thess economic and commercial lines that
the Indian question iteslf couwld probably best
be settled. ‘

Professor Karve Returns
To India

Prof. D. K. Karve, founder of the Women’s
Ubiversiiy in Poona, has sent us the following letter
from Johannesburg :—

Sir,—On the eve of my departnre from South
Africa, I would like, throngh the colomns of your
psper, to express my feelings of gratitude to
all whe have been helpful to me in one way or
another, during my atay in thia country.

In the first place, I tender my hearty thanks to
you for conveying to your readers, who are spread
all over South Africa, information abont me and
my cause by publishing reports of my lectures and
taking extracts from other papers referring to my
work '

Next, I offer my heartfelt gratitude to Mr.
Sorabjee Rostomjoee for the liberal donation of £100
from the Rustomjee Charity Trust, and also to the
ladies of the Surat Hindu Mahila Mandal, who went
from house to house and collected from the women
of Darban £25 for the University which they
handed over to mo at 8 reception organised by the
Mahila Mandal.

I have also to convey my thanks to the gentlemen
who arranged meetings for me in different places
and who went round with me to collect subserip-
tions.
their mite towards the funds of the Women’s Uni-
versity.

And Jast, but not least, I thank all my hosts who
kindly put me up and extended their hospitality to
me gmd looked to my ‘personal comforts and con-
venience.

The list of all the contributors will be too lengthy
to give, I therefore give the amounta collested at
different places ;—

Durban : £216 15s., Tongaat : £5 6s,, Kimberley :
£9, Capetown : £56 23. 6d, Port Elizabeth :
£53 1a. 6d, Verulam : £9 15s., Ladysmith: £3 1s.,
De Aar: £2 81, 6d, Uitenhage: £33 3s., East
London : £19 7s. 9d.—Total—£408—4—9,

The work in Johannesburg is not yet completed.
It will certainly top the list. Twenty people have
become life-members of the General Electorate of
the University by contributing Rs, 100 each. Com-
mittees are appointed to carry on the work and the
collection may reach the total of all the places in
South Africa.

I am guite pleaged with the response I have got
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I thank all the contributors who have given .

especially when the times are so bard. If anyone
of yonr readers wishes to contribute anything, it
may be sent direct to the Regiatrar, Indian Women's
University, Poona 4, India.

Which Path?

(By L. W. Rircr)

Following the arrival in the TUnion of the
Delegation to the Round Table Conference, there
have been the neual receptions, meetings and speeches,
Noting carefully the tone and tenor of the latter,
the writer has observed that the dominat note
sounded by the various speakers has invariabiy
been what may not inaptly be summed up in the
words “ Self-help.” '

Lot us frankly recognise that the counsel those
wordd express is good counsel. For, while there
is one stage in life whereat wet-nursing is necessary
and another at which dry-nursing is permissible,
the time inevitably arrives when growth and further
progress depsud upon the exercise by the individual
of his own efforts towards ael€-preservation.

The community, be it said to their honour and
credit, have, in the past, proved that they neither
wholly lacked eelf-reliance nor the capacity to
suffer and endure in the caunee of righteonsnesa.

More recently, however, and perhaps excusably,
they have been prone to rely upon what the Scots
term “adventitions aids,” i.e. help from without,
and to lean somewhat heavily upon the reapective
Apgents-General of the Government of India, de-
pending upon those gentlemen to perform what
from the very nature of the case they could not
possibly accomplish.

Self-preservation and growth are not matters to
be performed vicariously, There is a profound
truth underlying the “ Gita” statement “ From food,
creatures become, Food comes from rain, and
rain from sacrifice,”” Not less tme is it, that
“Within yourselves deliverance must be sought.
“ Rach one his own prison makes” (L. of Asia.)

Freedom has never yet been other than gamsd.
1t has to be earned to be deservad; to be won.

In jungle-life, where smrvival depends wpon
brate-strength and cunning, the passport to survival
is brute-strength and cunning; the weaker, lacking
such qualities, perish, In the competitive strugele
in which we humans engage sentiment must not,
we are told, be allowed to interfere with
“business.” It is jungle-war translated on to the
human field. Might is still regarded as Right.
Just a8 in the jungle the tiger is not restrained
from the destruction of his prey by considerations
of pity, merecy or compassion, so in the war of
competition which we humans have followed as
our way of living, sentiment has logically no place.
I must beat my competitor or be beaten by him.
If 1 £ail to be & winner, I becoma & loser. In war,
sall is regarded as being fair. And, they who #ub-
soribe to the legitimacy of war must not squeal
because their opponents take full and entirsly
polfish advantage of their opportunities.

For, war knows no Ethics. War is a selfish
conflict of wills, the very antithesis, the very
negation of brotherliness, of love, of sacrificial service,
of unity, of harmony. The principles and methods
of war, applied, as they are, to our politics, to oar
system of production and distribution, to our
scramble for wealth, compel the exclusion of the
noble in favour of the ignoble: elevate the gross and
material at the expense of the fine and spiritval.

In snch & conflict, the poor and lowly if they be
aleo meek; ean have no chance; Their cause) £

.
. N

o, | comme ooy Sy VOt _...:..Erz:n P,
it L
¥

M j




% INDIAN CPINION

January *29th, 1932

éontested on eneh lines is as certain of defest 28
wonld be that of an unarmed mob opposed to a trained
&nd well-equipped srmy. The week may be des-
tined to inherit the earth, but not along this path.
Yo this jungle conflict the apoils are to the victors,
and the defeated who have engaged in it in the
hope of themselves being spoiles gnd not the
despoiled, must gecept their defeal philosophically.
With sueh heavy oddé against them from the start
they would perbaps bave beon better advisefi to
have sought for eatisfaction aleng 80 entirely
different path. Birds of prey in posaession are not
likely to be persnaded to share their spoils with
other and weaker birde of prey however eloqnenﬁg
the latter may plead. “‘What we have we bold,
will be their answer, But while a would-be com-
petitor in the keen strnggle for wealth may be
carefnlly watched by the man in possession and
in spite of all his pleading, denied all opporiunity
of becoming a dangerous rival, the holy man who
in the name of justice, of mercy, of righteousness,
of what topches the chords of the Higher Self in
mankind may by as appeal that is selfless finally
move the wordly to sacrifice and renonciation.
" Mre. Naidu has reminded us that the mission of
the Tndian hete in Sonth Africa is8 to leaven the
ivilisation of South Africa with the truths and
eaunties of Indian culture, not to adopt the
nglinesses the country has not yet ont-grown; not
to “‘ get into the game” o as to beat the man in
possession at 1t; not to follow the idol-worebip
that prevails aronnd, but to demopstrate the
superiority of worship of the True God, to show as
{andhiji is showing in India that Faith can conquer
a whole world’s unbelief, that Spirit is more powar-
fnl than the flesh of all mankind.

Mahatma Gendhi In Londoa

(BY C. F. ARDREWS)

A mxl but agile fignre—so small in atatore as
tn be hardly visible in n crowd—qnietly stepped
from the gangway in the midst of the pouring
rain on Folkestone Pier in the middle of September
1831, and was welcomed by those who had waited
long to meet him, His name was Mohandss
Karamehand Gandhi. In weight he is scarcely
more than ninety pounds avoirdopois and in appear-
ance he is the frailest of men, but he has an pmazing
physical strength and endurance, and he hue heen
given by three hundred and fifty million people of
his own country the title of Mahatma, which means
Great Soul, or Great Spirit. In that tiny frame
there ia an iron will and a pure conscience, which
bows only %0 what he believes to be the Will of God.

He waa seen when he landed in England to be
¢clad in & homespon village dress sach as the very
poorest peasants wear in his own conntry. He had
declared before the whole world that his vow of
abeolute poverty, taken nearly thirty years ago,
would bind bim even in Kings’ palacen. The poor
people of Great Britain deeply honoured and
yespected thia decision. Invitations poured upan
him tq speak in every city from the day of his
landing onwarda,

_ In the same apirit he had asked to bes allowed to
live among the poor iu London, rather than in the
West Hod. His wish was respected and at Kingsley
Hall Settlement, in the East Eod of London, his
wish was folfilled, He never left this quarter for
s single night during the whole of the Ronnd Tabie
Conference while he was present in London no
matter how late he was obliged to return. When
be wend to Zanoashive Wid he Vived twiobp the

L |

U W W

"8 whimsical obild which is

poor, and the fact that he did so and pleaded for
his own poor people in India won the hearts of the
Lancashire folk. Probably the greatest success of
sll his stay in England was this Lancashire visit,

Tt may be well to describe his life in London as
1 eaw it, lived and shared it with bim. He kept
intact every one of his dally habits in smpite of
the rigour of the climate of England in winter,
However late Committee work might have to be
oarried on at night in the nelghbourhood of St.
Jame’s Palace he would get back to the East End
of Loudon and would rise without fail between three
and fomr o’clock for his early morning prayer.
These were gever omitted in any citcumstance what-
ever. In Indis I have often joined him at bis time
of prayet under the brilllant night sky, with
the morning star just rising above the horizon. In
silenoe, the work of the coming day is entirely
dedicated to God's service. A portion of the Gita
is read, or rather chanted. A devotiondl hymn is
sung by all those who are present. Then there Is
a long gilence and meditation and each worshipper
quietly departs to his own worle for the coming day.

Soen after this morning ptayer Gandhi’s immense
mass of dictated correspondence is taken in hand.
Two secretaries are always with him at this
arduous work. He is punctilious to the last degree
in answering his letters. Ax & ‘'business’ man he
is unrivalled in India in always keeping his appoint-
ments to the very minute. He is a man of his
word in these matters of punctyality snd hates
dilatory behavionr.

At nine ¢’clock each merning he breal® off from
work to take (after his bath) a very frugal meal cf
goat’s milk and froit. "In the middle of the day
he nsually snatchas an hour of asleep, and thereafter
ha deftly spios with his own hands his eotton yarp.
Not even in England will he giva up this habit,
which has become an integral portion of his ewn
life. His ovening meal consisting oncg more gf
fruit and goat's milk, is taken sboul five o'clogk.
A walk follows. Then at seven o’clock his even-
ing prayers are sid. From that time onward he
tries a8 far a8 pomsible to keep quiet till he retires

. to rest between nine and ten o’clack.

For ane whole day in the week,—however
pressing public business may be,—he keeps nn-
interrupted silence for the whoale twenty-four
hours. Even in the middle of an excited sessien
of the National Congress, while the political world
of India is altogether absorbed in disonasing
momentouns isgurs, Gandhi keeps his day of silence
undistarbed. He i3 a nian of méthod, holding him-
solf fast by rules as rigid ap etropg bars of steel
no power on earth dap move. It is this extra-
ordiaary strength of his moral will within his tiny
frame that makes his followers both revers and
love him,

Yet when all that I have written has been fully
recoggised we are only at the beginning of undef-
standing the remarkable perdonality of Gandhi.
For there is within him the heart bod hamour of

i always maki [
fel_t in some new and unexpecbecyl wayfmffoit::lg
enjoyd & joke against himsel? more than he does
and with htglo childeen he can be brimming over
with uproarious fun, Babies come to him instinet-
ively, tnd he ig never po happy as when he is
marehmg slong his daily walk with shildren all
eround him, Then his irén naturs becomes relaxed
He is just as excited as they are, flinging all h'i'é
oares to the wind. It is at snob times a5 I have
watehed him egain and again that that analogy df
Bt. Frencis of Amisl has ipstinctively svisett in
Wy mind wadt I bave been bics we Gyp be tliops
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heppy * troubadours of God,” who has taken Poverty
as his Bride. The man whose slighteat wish can
sway millions of his fellow countrymen, is lnughing
and joking as if he had not a eingle care in the
world. Sometimes the transformation is so sudden
that it pnzzles those who are with him holding
him in veneration. His sense of hamour makes him
groan beneath the worship paid to him, which he
abhors. He has vainly tried to throw off even the
title ** Mahatama * but therein his ownr countrymen
have refused to surrender their own right of giving
their unanimously chosen title. Only in his own
Ashram hag he had power to forbid it. There he
is known by young and old alike as * Bapu” which
meapng Daddy. .

If it be asked concerning his own religions ex-
perience on what special form of religions exercise

he places his trust, there ig one thing I know for -

gertain. When he had to stroggle against evil
thoughts he tried to subdue them at first by fasting
and the exercise of his own will. He told me how he
had found these, however necessary, insnfficient. It
wad only when he discovered his uiter helplessness
and threw himself entirely upon God for help that
gnceoss suddenly came. ‘God,’ he has often said,
“i the Helper of the helpless.”

On one speoial point it is necessary to make Mr,
Gandhi’s position clear; for it has been grievionsly
misunderstood by earnest and good people. The
newspapers reported in April 1931 that he had
gtated in public that as eoon as ever India gained
solf-government he wonld ask all Obristian mission-
aries to withdraw from India under Indian Rule. This
entirely wrong report has caused great disress and
confnsion in the minds of those who were among
Mr. Gandhi’s strongest supporters and upholders.

What he really declared was that he was entirely
opposed to any proselytising on the part of
Christian missionaries who adopted unfair methods
sach as compulsory Bible teaching in Christian
Colleges and Schools, or again compulsory religious
instraction in Christianity whenever they attended
the hospitals. It may easily be seen in this way
that Mr. Gandhi is in no senee hostile to Christianity
irgelf, but against false modes of propaganda which
Christ Himeelf would neverallow. Among the funda-
mental rights which he himself proposed for the
new Indian Constitntion at the full Session of the
National Congress at Karaohi in March 1931 he had
himself set in the forefront two principles which
were to be observed by statnte with regard to
religion (a) the State shall observe complete religions
neutrality in all matters affecting the people of
India {b) the State shall grant complete religious
freedom to all religions in India which shall keep
within the bonds of public morality.

It wounld clearly be imposaible for Mr. Gandhi
at one and the same time to propose fundamental
rights like these in the mew Constitution and at
the same time determine to drive ont thoss who
were engaged in Christian Mission work in India.
Mr. Gandhi has himself again and agaln repudiated
the words he was reported to have said, bat still
there iz snch hostility to him abroad that people
continue to repeat against him this misinformation.

- Now that the London Conference ia over and
Mahatma Gandhi has gone back to India only to
be imprisoned once more for Civil Disobedience, it
may be well to congider what was the effect of his
visit as a whole upon the British people.

Here it is necessary to dislinguish between the
rbor People who Nooked to him Wherever he wont
W gedt nmabsry aod Bhowed \bole wdmimtiol for
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him_in every poosible way, and, on the other hand,
the interested people at the hexd of affairs who
wished o use him for their own ends and were vn.
ablej:o break down his defence. The latter had
nothing but hard words to say against him when he
left England and there was evidently the greatest
possible disappeintment that he had not complied
with the wishes of the British Statesmen. Refore
his coming it bad always appeared to be posaible
to meve Indians, who came to Eungland, towards a
compromise of one kind or another. Therefore
the difficulty of moving Mabatma Gandhi was felt
all the more keenly., In the end, from the news-
papera it ‘would appear as though his visit had been
a failgre; but when the judgment of those who
reported him in America snd also in European
countries is taken into account, an entirely different
pictare is given. There, on every side, his visit
has been regarded as a remarkable snccess owing to
the firmness with which he has withstoed the
pressore of the forees in Great Britain that were
brought to bear against him,

If the inquiry is made as to the exaet point where
negotiations completey broke down, it will be seen
to be rather op the subjeat of Financial Control than
on the subject of the Army or Defenes, When I
wag asking Mr, (andhi some years ago what was
his idea of Indian Swaraj, he answered immediately
without a moment’s hesitation, * Financial Control.”
It was on this point that he found the British
Statesmen adament, On the other hand, he himsels
could not give way, For, on this one smbject, he
believed emphatically that the welfars of the pooreat
villagers in India depended. He was certain that their
interests were being sacrificed, owing to the high
rate of the rapes, to the British Financiers who had
their vested interests in India and did pot wish the
value of the rapee to fall, I saw him come back
from one moeeting with the Secretary of State for
India, when certain financial experts had been
called in, dejected and despondent, feeling that his
whole mission to Great Britain had been in vain.

Here then the orucial differencs came and it was
on this point more than any other that the Oongress
and the Government of Indis were unable any
longer to remain in truce with onme another so as
1o econtinue the Irwin-Gandhi Agreement of March,
1931, This Agreement was ended when Lord
Willingdon refused to see Mshatma Gandhi except
on humiliating terms. B8ince that date both he
himeelf and his wife have been put in prison along
with most of the Congrees leaders.

Indian Child Weliare Society Cemtre
150, BROOK STREET, DURBAN
Open daily, Monday to Saturday, 8-30
am. to 11 am. Infants, young children,
nursing and expectant mothers.

Lady doctors give free attendanee,

Tuesday morning 8-30 o'clock. Friday
ufternoon g luo'tlos
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The Women Of India

(By 0. F. ANDREWS)
It is well to recall, at thie time of crisis, when the

national struggle in India bas begon all over again -

and civil resistance has been renewed, the wonderf_ul
courage and endurance of the women of India,
which sustained tbe last struggle at a time when the
national leaders were imprisoned, At that time, the
women of Gujarat led the whole of India forward
slong new and untried paths of suffering and the
women of every province of India responded.

I have collected some of the noblest ntterances of
these [ndian women and am publishing two of these
in the hope that they may ipspive the women of
India, now in South Afriea, to carry on the struggle
which has to be won by the same pathway of suffer-
ing whether in India or in South Africa itself. I
trust they will inspire those who read them either
in this English version or in Gujerati.

The following ig an extract from a letter from the
women of Gujerat addressed to the Viceroy on the
eve of Mahatma Gandbi's march :— .

“We, the undersigned women of Gujerat
have come to the conclugion that we may not
keep aloof from the great national upheaval that
is taking place. We are in full sympathy with
the civil disshedience campaign in respoct of
the Salt Tax. Our sieters in the villages have
ali-eady begun the manufacture of contraband
galt.

*“ Bat we feel that we must, 88 women, find
an additional and special field for our activity.
Wo feel the force of Mabatma Gandhi’s argu-
ment that we are better fitted for dealing with
the question of the prohibition of intoxicating

» drinks and drugs and boyeott of foreign cloth,
Drink has desolated many a home and foreign
cloth has deprived millions of Indis’s women
of their employment during leisare hours which
amount in the aggregate to no less than four
meptbn in the year.

These two are, therefore, questions which
concern the women mare than the men, And,
in so far as they can be dealt with by picketing,
i.e., an appeal to the hearta of those who traffic
in these things, and those who are lored to the
drink and the drug or the foreign cloth shops,
we feel that we can make a more successful
effort than men, And women doing the work

must automatically ensnre the Peaceful nature
of the work.” .

This was the i?.rat appeal of the passive resisting
women to the Viceroy. It did not have the effect
of mak.mg the Viceroy pause or agree to sse Mahatms
Gandhi, . For this reason, the straggle had to go on
to the bitter end. When the leaders among the

Indian men had bgen put in prison then the women
gent forth a new appeal,

. The following wag the wording of thi :
Apgeal to Women ’ issned by Desh Sevika Iganl:ah‘:
(Bociety for the Service of the Country ) :—

“
We appeal to.all ony sigtera to come to th,
aid of the Motherland in this herehour o?E
supreme need. There is noneso poor, but she
can do some service, however humble she may
l;bg or hqwev:r u?:gl th; service, This struggle
onrs is not a t. Itisa prager offerad b
Mahatma Gandhi and onr India for al) humany-

January 20th, rg3a

no national struggle of any people, has o vaat g
track been opened out, wherein women may
march in their millions to vindicate the eacred
rights of freedom side by gide with men,
Hitherto sll struggles of the peoples of the
earth have been so moulded that the women
have only agonised over the death or destrue-
tion of their fatbers snd husbands, sons and
brothers, far from the plains of slaughter,
Mahatma Gandhj, with the help of our ancient
land, ie creating new valaes for all mankind,

* Let the women of all countries, and above
all, our sisters in Indisa, realise that this one act
of a “ mind that scales the steeps of air” has
liberated all womankind for equal service to
humanity side by side with men.

““In this non-violent struggle of ours for our
country’s freedom, this Satyagraha, whersin
sacrifice and self-effacement are the only.
weapons, let women, and especially the women
of India, show their agelong tuition in thess
virtues. Let our India rise above the horizon
of the world, not clad in mailed armour, but
wrapped in the soft folds of the sari with her
burning love for humanity, her only ghield.”

I know for certain that these two remarkable
appeals had great effect in England upon the hearts
of those who read them. I hope they may also
carry weight in this country.
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