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“HEAVY INDICTMENT OF SOULLESS SYSTEM™

ADDRESS DELIVERED AT KARACHI CONGRESS BY SARDAR 'VALLABHBHAI PATEL

FTER expressing regret at the deaths of

Pandit Motilal Nehrn and Moulane Mabomed

) Ali, and at the execntion of young Bhagat

Singh, Sukhdev and Rajgnrn, the President-elect

of the Indian National Congress, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel delivered the following addrees ;—

You have called a simple farmer to the higheat
office to which any one can aspive. I am conscious
that yonr choice of me as the firat servant is not
so much for what little I might have done, but it
is the recognition of the amazing sacrifice made by
Gujarat. Out of your generosity you have singled
out Gujarat for the honour; but in truth, every
provines did its ntmost during the year of greatest
pational awakening that we bave known in the
modern times and, thanks be to God, that awakening
wag a call to self-purification.

Though there have heen aberrations, it is a faot
beyond challenge that India has given a singular
proof to the world that mass non-violence is no
longer an idle dream of a visionary or a mere human
longing. It is a solid fact capable of inficite
possibilities for a humanity which is groaning for
want of faith beneath the weight of violence of
which it has almost made a fetish. The greatest
proof that onr movement was non-violent lies in the
fact that the peasaunls falsified the fears of onr
worst sceptics. They were described as very difficalt
to organise for the non-violent action and it is they
who stood the test with a bravery and sn endurance
that was beyond all expectations. The women and

the children, too, coniributed their great share in

the fight. They responded to the call by instinet
and played a part which we are too near tho event
adequately t» measure and, I think, it would not
be at all wrong to give them the bulk of the credit
for the preservation of non-violence and the con-
sequent sunccess of the movement looked at in the
light of non-violence, Onar struggle is a world-
. Btruggle and it ia a matter of great satisfsction that
the nations of the earth, especially the United States
of America have heartened us by their sympathy.
The recent ssttlement, however, renders it an-
necessary to dwell at greater length upon this heroic
period in the national life. Your Working Com-
mittee has entered into & settloment in antlcipation
of your approval. You are now invited formally to
endorse it, The Committes having accepted it as
your accredited representatives, it is not, I take it,
open'to you to repudiate it bat it is open to yom
to passa vote of no-confidence in the present
Executive and appoint beiter agents. Bat whilst it is
but meet I that should draw your attention to the
constitutional position, I have no doubt whatsoever
that you will endorse tbe pettlement which I hold
to be perfectly honourable for the parties. Had we

- not accepted the setilement we shounld have pué
ourselves in the wrong and thereby undone the
effect of the sufferings of the past year. Indeed we
had always claimed, s the Satyagrahis must claim,

to be ready and eager for peacs. .When, therefore,
the way seemed to be open for psace we took it in
view of the clear demand on the part of the British
Indian delegation at the Round Table Conference
for fall responsibility and in view of the British
partios haviog accepted the position and in view of
the appeal made to the Congress by the Premier,
the Viceroy and many of our distinguished country-
men the Working Committee thought that if an
honourable truce could be arranged and if it was
open to the Congress to press withont any reservation
for what it considered to be the beat for the conntry
the Congress shounld, if invited, .take part in the
Conference and attempt to reach an agveed solution
of the congtitational iseme. If we failed in the
attempt and there was no way open but that of
saffering, then it wae a privilege of which no power
on ewth could deprive ua. '

Under the constitntion clanse of the settlement,
it is open to uws to press for “Purna Swaraj,” to
ask for complete control over defence forces, forsign

-affairs, finance and fiscal policy and the like. There

wonld be safegnards or reservations or, as late
Pandit Motilalji called them, adjastments conceived
in our own interest. When the power passes from
one to another by agreernent there are always
safegnards in the intereat of the party in need of
reparation or help: The continued exploitation of
India for close on two centnries renders it necessary
for us to seek assistance in several .respects from
external sources. This we wounld gladly take from
Britain if she is willing to give, Thua we wounld
need military skill and there is no reason why we
may not receive English assistance in this direotion.

I have taken only one telling illustration ont of
others that may be snggested, The defence mafe-
guard may, therefore, be the retention of British
officars or, as some would eay, even privates; but
we conld never let our defence bs controlled by the
British. We must have fnll power to make mistakea,
We must gratefully receive British advice, but never
dictation, The faat is that the British army in Inia
is an army of occupation. Defence iz a misnomer.
Frankly the army ia for defending the British in-
teresta and the British men and women against any
internal uprising. I cannot recall a single instance
in which thé Indian army waareqnired for protection
of India to fight 4 foreign power. .

In my opinion, it weo nead an army, wa cerfainly
do not need the octopus we are daily bleeding to
support. If the Congress hag its way the army will
snfier immediate reduction to its desirable proportion,
Nor can we divide the financial control with the
British Government. The nation cannot grow to
its fall height if it has not exclnsive control over
its finanece.

We bave, claimad that many of the charges laid
vpon India are wholly unjast. We have never
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«YE SUFFER FROM YOURSELVES”

ODERN civillsation i.e the systerii
M political, social and ecotomi¢, by

which cur lives are presently

ordered, is based upon the “ptinciple” of
competitive rights. The earth is regarded
as a field for the exploitatioft by the bold,
ke shrewd and the venturesome and of
.meking their own all that they ¢an su‘eceed
in approptissing so individual ownership afld
enjoyment. Each has the “right” to acquire
as mueh earth, 28 much of the necessafies
and commodities of life, as he can. He
’my make thesmn his exclusive property and
exefcige cottrol over thet, forbidding €0
others their use and enjoyment altogéther,
of &ave ih exchange for what is termed
consideration, He may, il He be tstute ind
ingenious enough stand between the labour-
ef and the raw matetial upon which the
latter seeks to expend his skill, éxcept upon
such terms as he chooses to impose. He
may throttle ideas anid inventions that would
coniribuie to the world's happiness if he
congiders them dangerous to hib vested
interésts, He sy, by meatls of finatcial
control impose his will upon whole states,
and virttially enslave thelf peoples. In its
nalednéss this system is the very mnégation
of brotherhood. Its gospel is ““Each for
hitself! The weaker to the walll No
sentiment in business! Your needs, my
opportunityl” It dppenls to man's lowest
ihstincts, éncourdges his meanest impulses,
degrades him below jungle-level, deifies the
satartic and stifles the divine in him, Its
selfishness and egotism masquerading under
attractive ndmes erect barrie's of enmity
atid hatred between races and natlons, in
reality complementary of each other and as
between which readon urges the wisdom of
co-operation. Rivalries and wars are its
inevitable soncomitatits; the heresy of sepas
_rateness the banner tinder which it pursues
its operations; the Four Horsemen, the
captaitis of its hosts, :
Mankind has been saved from the full
force of its logic, from its incidence and
imiplicatlons only because Man is more than
he knows, is betier than be himself realises,
tises stiperior to his professed convictions,
because of the element of the divinity, the
spiritual leaven, “deep-seated in the human
heart”, Because of this he has transcended
the limitations of his doctrines, has under
the dictates of the heart over-ridden the
iron laws decreed by the pundits to be

inviolable and sacrosanct and, albeit some-
times shamefacedly, #2s made himself “his
brother’s keeper”, To-day he finds himself
at the parting of the ways, Conservatism,
tradition, convention, die hard; they cling as
the ivy to the oak. Yet it becomég Fiore
and more apparent that the old crder hes
wort itself out, is already far advanced in
decay. (The poison of materliasm that was
at its Poot from its ifception foredoomed itl)

Simultanteously, the call of the fnner voice
grows louder and more insistent. That
voice speaks to him of a Self higher and
other than the personal ‘I’ of envies, lusts,
passions and rivalties with- which hithetto
ke has identified liimself, of 4 Self ¢omrhon
to all beings and of which his own self-hood
is but 4 partial expressiod. It reminds Kim
that the true law of his life is service,
sacrifice; loving-surrender; that weaith of
every detiomination, of power, of kowledge,
of ability, of pessessions, is propetly em-
ployed orly foz service and help of the needy,
not for selfish exploitation. For sonie fime
past he has endeavoured to compromise, to
accommodate hig life and activities to both
the demands of the lower and the appeals of
the higher it his being: Now, he sees the
system that is the very embodimetit of the
former ctumbling by virsie of its inherens
falsiey. He thtills to the other appeal, feels
in his soul that he shou'd respond to it, yes
feats to abandon his time-hotioured idols
and shiboleths altogether. It is precisely
at this juncéture and in this regard that
Gandhi eonies to serve us and if the “leaden
world” did but realise it, t6 lead riankind
odt of its agedong Egyptian bondage to
the Promired Land wherein Brotherlinéss,
Toleration atd Co-operation shalt once
again be enthroned in the realms of human
endeavour. Gandhi has alteady made a host -
of converts, for he who himself lives his faith
sutely justifies it. Gandhi hag already de-
monstrated 6 the World shat Soul-Force
cani and dlways will, when faithfully employ-
ed, overpower Brute-Force. Given the
opportunity, Garidhi and Indfa will yet, by
way of object lesson, demonstrate that with
Service restored as the motive force i
huttian relationships, the problems that
harass and the agonies that afflict deluded
mankind under its self-imposed nile of
egotish and selfishness vanish with the
deIUSion that created them,
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WILL THE UNION FOLLOW
~ THE EXAMPLE?

THE Associated Press has given in-
: formiation to the effect. that the
_ Queensland local franchise law has
now been aniended and the existing dis-
abllity of Indian residerits in the State has
" been removed and they will now enjoy
the pight to vote. It will be -remembered

that Indians seitled in the State of Queens-.

land in Australia did hot enjoy the tight to

vote at elections for the State Legislature.’

The Rt. Hon. V. S. S. Sastri when he

visited Austealia in 1922 drew the attention -

of the authorities to this difficulty with a
vidw t0 seeking redress, The matter nlso
formed the subject of reptesentations sub-
sequently by Diwan Bahadur T. Ranga-
chariar, Sir Durey Lindsay and Mr, R, K,
Sanmukham Chetty when these gentlemen
visited Australia, This news will be warmly
welcomed by all a8 a frietidly gesture by the
Australian Government towards a partner
in the Cominonwealth of British nations.

The Dominion of South Africa is also an
equal partner in the Commonwealth of
British nations., Indians have settled in
this country for nearly a century. They are
part of the permanent population of this
coutitry. Nearly 7§ pef cent. of them are
boin in this country, hence they are as
much South Africatts a8 any other Euro:
‘pean comunity in this countty. They
have contributed much in the advance of
this ‘¢country. Natal I5 called the garden
colony of the Union. It has become a
garden colony by the labours of Indians.
The sugar industry of Natal owes its
existence to Indian labour. Indians like
other European communities equally pay
taxes and add to the income of the Union
Government, But the treatment that Indians
are 3ubjected is 80 uvequal that they have
no voice at all in the administration of the
country, Thuy are repressed and suppressed
by drastic new legislation every year. They
are not entitled to equal opportunities
for progréss though they are made to paK
equal taxes and equal wages, Thoug
Indijans have consented to adopt the Euro-
pean standard of civilisation they aré not
only kept in subordination but such a
policy is adopted with regatd to them that
their numbers are being reduced from this

country every year. This is a deplorable -

situation. We hope that the Union Govern-

ment will follow the mPle of the

Australian Government and show respact -

towards India which is now an equal partner
within the Commonwealth ot British nations
by granting full citizenship rights to Indians

who are a part of the permanent population

of the Union.

_—

The Congress

Tha Hindu Iliusirated Weskly gomments as follows
in its igsue of April 18 :—

The forty-fifth session of the Indian Natiohal
Gongress held at Karachi recently marks s historie
turning-poin§ in the lifs of the great national

organisation and its influence on the political life of -

the country. Thoe ratification of the Delhi Paoct is
not merely a great personal triumph for Gandhifi
it is a vindication of the strong senee of discipline
which'has made the Congress the power that it is,
and of that steady grasp of the realities of the
situation which its traducers have often facilely
accused it of lacking. The rFefolution has re-affirmed
the position that India shall agoept nothing less than
the substance of independeénce, It is from this point
of view that the Congresd wilt further examine (iv
use the words of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact) the pro-
posals formulated at the Round Table Conforence,
and it bas indicated broadly the tests it will apply
to 6eb whether these proposals mest the Nationul
Demand. Siheo these proposals are In the maln
provisional and sinee the Congroas bas aléo snthorived
the acoeptancs of any stich adjustments a8 may be
demonsirably neceesary in the interest of Indig, a
definite agreement should not be beyond ths reach
of the combined wisdom of Indian and English
statesmen, provided the will is there. 'The Oou[i:em
has, at the same time, recognised that there is at
least vne paramotint issue to be settled in India and
without the intervention of the Government or any
other thitd party, in order that it may be armed
with itresistible power to enforce the will of the
peopla. No forinal resolution wus pasted about the
Hindu-Muslim question, but Gandhiji in hia apesch
on the tmain resolution made cléar his own view that
it would not be worth while to go to London with-
out baving solved this all-dmportant problem fivet,
When there is no general desire in elther eommunity
to manoeunvre for position or to play into the handa
of interested ontaiders, the rabid communalists will
find their oeccoupation ione. While thus tak

active steps to promote s political and communa
gottlement, the Congress has no intention of relaxing
the construotive work, It was resolved that the
anti-drink and drug camphign shonid be contihned
with renovated vigoar, Another important resolu-
tion whioh attracted & good deal of discussibn re-
Iated to methods of making the nation eelf-sufficing
in the matter of olothing itself, Other resolutions
passed demanded Justice for Indiaps in South and
East Africe, antrainmelied opportanity for Burmuana
to discuse and sottle theit own political futdre, and
self-government for the N.W, Frontier Provincs.
The disousdion ot the first of these shoald open the
eyen of the Governments concerned to the intensity of
feeling in this country against the shabby treatment
meted out to its nationals abroad, 8 feeling which
they woald be wise not to provoke to action, ad
they assuredly will if they persist in thele policy of
pin-pricks and evasion, for a self-governing India
will aspuredly not tolerate these insults. The last
resolution to bé discussed by the Congrees wus
cartainly not the least in importance, as_was shown
by the keen controversy it excited, It aimed 5%



INDIAN OPINION

May 8th, 193t

1t e

i 85 what in the view of the Congress are the
if?:ffaﬁﬁgl tighta of the people whi'ch _ahonld be
respected and recoguised by any eo?autntwn drz_:w:&
up for a gelf-governing Indu.a; it .also o_nthne
broadly the social and economic policy wl:pch the
Congress favours as conducive to the happiness qf
the people at large. It is nunecessary to discuss it
at length here, for these qla:mks in the Congress
platform are admittedly provisional, and have buen
drafted mainly with a view to lrans}aling in concrf:te
and popular language the sengral ideals fo!- which
the Congress stands. In the circumstances it seems
unnecessaty even for those who honestly feel that
this resolation {reads in some ways on da:nger_oua
ground to take too tragic a view of the sitaation.
The Congrese executive for ita part muat geallse .th_at
that there are atriking differences of opinion within
the Congress itself on the merite of particalar items
in the programme. In view of this and of the
imperative necessity for pushing on with the _wurk
in hand, they would be well advisrd not to distract
and divide energies on questions whioh, however
fmportant, ¢an become live issues only when Swaraj
is a reality.

Chinese Woman’s Appeal

A coneldered judgment was delivered by Mr.
Justice Maritz in the Supreme Court, Pretoria, in
the application of Lai Shee versus the Commissioner
for Immigration.

Reviewing the facts, his lordship said the applicant
was born in Canton in 1906. In 1930 she waa
married by proxy there to Fan Sik Ah Wing, carry-
ing on business in Johannesburg. Admittedly the
marriage was not one recognisable in the Union.
She left Canton in order to live with him, and
arrived at Lourenco Marques in September, 1930.
He deposited £40 with the authorities on being

advised of ber arrival, and at Lourenco Marques a -

permit was issued to her to proceed to the Transvaal.
Tagether they proceeded to Johannesburg.

Although she stated she did not koow what
bappened at the port of entry, Komatipoort, it was
accepted that she was served there with a pro-
hibition notice. Permission to enter. was refused
on the ground that she wae a prohibited immi-
grant, and she was informed that in terms
of the statute she could appeal it she desired.
Bhe was allowed to proceed to Johanpesburg in

accordance with the general practice on a temporary -

permit. A few days after arrival thers she was
told she would be deported, but was given a guota
indentification ocard, and handed back the £40
orlginally doposited in connection with the appli-
cation for admission to the Transvaal.

Hor right to remain here was not dispated by the
respondent till March this year, when she was told
to leave because of the prohibition notice served on
her in Ootober at Komatipoort, In Pretoria she was
arrested under the prohibition notice, lodged in
gaol, and released on bail,

A rule bad been issued calling on respondent to
ghow canse why he shonld not be restruined
from deporting Lai Shee, and, the question was
whether the rale should be made final or not.

The respoudent asserted that she was at no time
released from the prohibition notice, and that he
was juslified in acting as he &id wnder the Immi-
grauts Regulation Aect.

The applicant was in possession of an indentifi-
cation card as the holder of a quota permit,
comnlying with the form set out in the regulations.
It wes safe to assume that the applicant complied
with all the formalities for the issue of the in-
dentification card. As far as the Quota Act was
concerned she was lawfully in the Transvaal
when arrested,

Statute Disregarded

For reasone difficalt to follow, added his Lordship,
the respondent geemed to have disregarded some of
the provisions of the statate. He raid that the
refand was made owing to the applicant beiog
released from the eonditions of the temporary pemit,
but she wae not released from the prohibition notice,
It mystified one how the respondent could contend
that the prohibition notice was of force and effect
when, if it was in foree at all, it was supersedsd by
{he indentification card.

In ordering the arrestof the applicant, the res-
pondent acted nnder the provisions of the prineipal
Act, the terms of which deprived a court of law
of jurisdiction to interfere with proceediugs of the
immigration authorities under the Aect relating to
the detention or removal of a person dealt with as
a prohibited immigrant; but, in sccordavce with
the Appellate Court’s decision in 1923, the court
was entitled to interfere where there was a manifest
absence of jurisdiction on the part of the Immigration
Department. In his Lordship’s apinion, on the facts,
the actions of the respondent were cognisable by
the court. In applying the principal law to the
applicant’s case, the respondent acted in defiance of
righta conferred apon her by the Quota Act and the
Immigration Regulation Act, rights under which she
was not refused permission to enter; nor was her
regidence here unlawfual,

By conseut, the rnle, which had been too widely
stated, wonld be amended to show canse why the
respondent shoald not be restrained from deporting
applicant from the Union under the provisions of
section 21 (b) of Act 22 of 1913. The rule as
amended would be coufirmed, and the respondent
ordeved to pay costs,~—The Slar.

‘Japanese Invasion Peril

The committes which was established at a pablic
meeting of protest held in Johanneabarg bas issued
a pamphlet headed the “Peril of Japanese Invagion,”
in which the dangers of the Japanese frade agree-
ment are pet out at length. The pamphlet, printed
in both official langnages, i8 signed by Mr, J. Frank
Brown, O.M.G. (chairman of the committee) and
Messrs. Geo. A. Hay, W. A, Harper, J. H. Joffreys,
Ben Jenkins, Vietor Kent, C. H. Leon, W, ‘A.
Martin, Dr. A. M, Moll, and Messrs. A. Law Palmer,
and W, Perry.

After setting out the clamsea of the agreement,
the pamphlet states:—

“We ask the Government to treat this definitely
as a non-party question, and to view it from the
national poiut of view. Even ina fow years’ time
it muost affect lubour, industry and employment
in factories.

*'We ask the Government to give notice of revision,
and in any revision to define that, as far as
facilitating export of produce, the agreement must
be confined to the admittance of buyers: only, and
a clause inserted that their families cannot remain
in the country for longer pericds than two years
consecntively, . ‘

“Wo ask the Government that Japaness be not
given trading licences, or be allowed to take
employment in factories, shops or ‘warehouses, or
to farm or to be employed by farmers, If admitted,

.

it most be as buyers only, and for a atrietly;

limited period.”
Low-Paid Labour

On .the economie isane the pamphlet points ount
t!l?t in 1929 the. exports-to- Japan -amounted to
£87,094, whereas the imports were valned st
:2:1.399,820. In 1930 the exports were valmed at
£101,934, and the imports had rised to £1,570,968.

1

It is pointed out that Japanese goods are mant-
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factared nnder couditions of labour and pay infinitely
lower than in South Africa. Ooce the Japanese
gained a footing that was the type of competition
that would have to be faced.

With a balance 80 enormonsiy in its favoar, Japan,
it is stated, has no elaim for any ingreased Eaciliti-s
to market her grods in South Africa in exchanga
for any additional purchases which she may make
of Union prodacts.

Regarding the danger of admitting Japaness to
gottle on the land, the pamphlet atates that jast as
farmers in California and British Columbia have
found it impossible to compete with Japanese, so
would it be the ¢casa with the farmera in the Union.

Whites’ Slogan

“Were it not for North American resistance,” it
je stated further, “Latin America (fiooded as it is with
Japanese goods, merchants, commercial missions,
financial agonts) would long ago have been a
Japanese contintent. Another factor of importance
ije that both in North and Sonth America they aff-ct
to be the champions of the cnlonred man, needlessly
causing race friction. Their welling reservoirs of
population demand an outlet, and would neglect
no opportunity to ease this pressnre. All decent
white communities have written acroas their doors
the slogan: “No Asiatics wanted.” On this pniat,
Australia, America, British Columbia and New
Zealand are united. If Japan reatricts or exclades
white settlers, it is a thousand times more nurgent
for us to exclude Japanese. We cannot admit to
Sonth Africa any c¢lass of person if we are not
prepared to grant him in due cowse edmeation
facilities, franchise, social privileges—including that
of marriage,

“The only way to 8slve a race problom is lo stop
it before it begins. Qur pionsers and voortrekke-s
have declared our coast to be a white frontier. We
can only maintain its integeity by drastic measures.
The permanence of Sonth African civilisation
devends upon our rejecting any kind of Asiatic
immigration.

Overwhelming Birthrate

“ Apparently the Japanese Cousnl has fall eontrol
ag to the nnmbers admitted. 'What abount their
children born in the country? In other conntries
birth statistics show that the danger to the com-
monnity is not in the firat inatance the Japauese
soldier, but their etartling birth-rate,

In California, for example, if the presant birth-
rate continues for ten years, there will be 150,000
Japanese children born, and only 40,000 whites,
In 1949 the majority will be Japanese,”—The Star,

“Too Many Lawyers”

Seversl qualified attorneys, it js stated, have re-
cently sought employment outside their own
profession at very meodest ealaries, Commenting
on the state of the prcfession, a leading lawyer of
Port Elizabeth said, “there are too many people in
the logal profession, bnt there are nnt too many of the
right calibre,” He added that overcrowding pre-
disposed the more uuoscrapulons ones to sharp
practices. Another prominent attorney blamed the
Universities a8 “s0 many mills charning ont edun-
cated young men and women every year, all of
whom are intent on entering the small namb.o?
of professions.”

-
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seggoited the repudiation of a single obligation, hut
wo have asked and must continne to ask for an
impartial investigation into the demerits against us
wheraver we cannot agree. Thers is no receding from
the Labore resolution of Complate Independsnce.
This Indepsndence does not mean and was not in-
tepded to mean a ohnrlish refusal to be associated
with Britain or any other power. Tundependencs,
therefore, does not exclade the prssibility of equal -
partnership for mutnal benefit and dissolvable at

the will of either party. If Iudia is to reach her
?ndepandenca through consaltation and agreement,
it is reasonable to suppose that there will be British
assoziation. I am aware that there is a8 sirong body
of opinion in the country to the effect that hefore a
partnership conld possibly be concsived thers maat
be a period of complete dissociation. T do not belong
to that school. [t is, as I thiok, a sign of weakuness
and of digbelief in human natare, .

The Federation is a fascinating idea; but it intro-
duces new embarrassments. The Princea will not
listen to severance~, bat it thay will come in trne
epirit it will be a great gain. Thelr association must
not be to impede the progress of democracy. I
hope, therefore, that they will not take up an un-
compromising attitnde that may be wholly incon-
pistent with the spirit of freedom. I wish they
would, without any pressure, give us an earnest of
their desire to march abreast of the time-spirit,
Surely tha fandamental rights of their subjects
should be gnarantee1 as of thy vest of the inhabitants
of [ndia, All inhabitants of Federated India shounld
enjoy enma common elementary rights and if there
are rights there muost be 8 common conrt to give
relief from any encroachment upon them. Nor can
it be too mneh to expect that the subjeots of the
Stateg shonld by to an extent directly represented
on the Federal Legisiature.

As regarda Barma, Press consorship has rondered
it impossible for us to know the trae sitnation there.
Whether Barma shonld be separate from India or
should be the part of a Free Iudia is for the Burmase
alone to decide. Bat it is our concern, indeed it is
the world’s concern, to goe that all sils are heard.
It is well known that there i8 a Unlonist Party
in Burma, Ttis a3 muach entitled to freedom of
opiniou as the Separatista.

But before all else comes the question of Hindn-
Mauslim or rather communal anity. The position of
the Cougress was defined at Lahore, The Oongresa
can he no party to any constitation which does not
contain a solution of the commaunal queation that la
not designed io satisfy the respective parties. As a
Hinda I wonld adopt my predscessor’s formuaia and
present the minorities with a Swadeahi fountain pen
and paper and let them write out their deman s and
1 should endoras them. I kaow that it is the quickest
method, but it requires courage on the part of the
Hindua. :

‘What we want is a heart unity, not patohed-ap paper
nnity that will break under the slightest strain.
That unity can only come when the majority takes
courage in both hands and are prepared to change
places with the minority. 'This wonld be tha
highest wisdom whether unity-ia reachad that way
or any other, It is becoming plainer day after day
that it is ueeless to attend any conference unless
that anity is achieved. The conferesce may give
us an agreoment between the British and us, It can
perhape help ua to come nearer to the Princes. Bat
i ¢n nover enable us to achieve unity that must be
hammered into shape by ourselves. The Congresa

N

e : “' ] - . f""!"a'!
T babaad aa.‘, 1yed
Frann el hedid i‘ﬁn ‘



160

INDIAN OPINION

May 8th, 1931

must leave no stone unturned to realise this much-
ired end.

Aot o bo clear to all of ue that the Congress can
be useful for attaining “Parna Swaraj” only to the
extent that it has gained power. The past twelve
months have undoubtedly given ita power which
he who rans may see; but it is not enongh and can
be eadily frittered away by o !mty action ar by
pride, He is 2 spendthrift who lives on his capital.
We must therefore add to our power. Ouno way to
do it is on onr part to fulfil to the letter conditiona
of the settlement; the other is to consolidate our gain.
I therefore propose to devote a few lines to this
part of onr activity.

We have made much headway in the matter of
the boycott of foreign oloth, It ia & right as well
a8 & duty. Without it impoverished millions of
India mnst continue to starve, for, if cheap foreign
eloth continues to be dumped down in villagea of
Indis, Charkha -cannot flourish, Foreign cloth
must, therefore, be banished from the land. It is
dear even if it could be obtained frea. Milliona who
starve do so not because there i not encugh in the
land, but because they have no work duviog the off-
peason. It is, therefore, the want of easy employment
in thelr own villages that leads to starvation. In-
cessant propaganda I8 necessary to rid the comntry
of chronic unemployment which has become second
nature with our peasantry, The best propaganda is
to do the sacrificial spinning ourselves and wear
khadi. The All-India Spinners Association hasdone
much valoable work., Bat it is for the Congress to
create the spinning and 'Khaddar’ atmosphere. This
to my mind is the best and the most effective
propaganda of the boyoott,

It has been suggested that the argument againet
forelgn cloth applies to indigenons mill cloth. This
is trne t0 some extent. Bat our mills do not pro-
duce all the cloth we need. For years to come they
may continue to gupply the balance that may be
required over and above hand-spun cloth. But even
our mills may prove s hindrance, if they compete
with Khaddar or resort to questionable devices to
push their wares. Fortupately, many mills are
patriotically working in co-operation with the Con-
gress and are boginning to appreciate the virtne of
Khaddar in the interest of the toiling nillions, Baut
I can cortainly eay that if our mills unpatriotically
hart Khaddar instead of complementing it, they
must face an opposition somewhat similar to that
against foreign cloth,

- The foreign cloth merchants will do well to bear
the Oongress attitnde in mind in this regard. Forelgn
cloth boyeott is a permanent thing not conceived as
a political weapon but s an economic and social

measnre of permanent value for the welfars of the

mamsed. Thess merchants," therefore, if they will
look into thg futare and think of thelr oountr; will
do well to give up thelr foreign cloth trade. Every-
thing possible ia being done to help them but some
very big saerifico on their part is essential.

Bnglish, Japanese and other foreign merchants
will, I hops, not misunderstand the Congress atli-
tude, If they will help Indis they will deny them-
selves the Indian trade in foreign oloth. They have
ofher marketsand other enterprises. :
angl:-:n I:;i;lgﬂ me to Diokefing. bTehis hes not been

) g given np. [ give helow th

clqilso o'f;_the Sesttement o relevant
. _Picketing ghall be unaggressive and it shall not
iyalye cogroion, intimidation, restraint, hestile de-
mongtration, g_bah-uqhon to the pablio, or any offenes
upden the ordlgary law; and if and when any of
thegc__; mo;l_md.s i employed in any place, the practice
of pioketing in that place will be snspended.”
=T
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Picketing is 2 common law right. But you will
observe that within the limits preseribed, it is not
only inoffensive but highly educative. Itg fanction
is gentle perguasion, never coercion or violent res--
traint on liberty. I use the adjective ‘violeny’
advisedly. The reetraining force of public opinion
there alwaya will be, It is healthy, elevating and
conducive to the growth of liberty as distinguished
from licence, Non.violent picketing is designed to
create public opinion, an atmosphere which shounld
becomso irresistible. This can best be carried on by
women. 1 hope, therefore, that they will continue
the marvellous work begun by them and earn the
stornal gratitude of the nation and what i more, the
blessings of the starving millions,

In this connection, let me say a few words regard-
ing boycott of British goods. Thisidea is almost as
old as the Congress. 'We know that after the advent
of Gandhiji on the political platform, boycott of
British gooda was replaced by that of foreign—not
only British-cloth, He interpreted it in terms of
economic and social uplift, whereas the boycott of
the British goods as such is & political and punitive
measare. ‘This was effectively employed during the
recent hurricane oampaign. Now that there is at
least temporary peace, and we seek to reach onr goal
through consultation and confaerence, we must with.
draw the political weapon. We cannot be sitting at
the friendly conference table and ouiside making
designs to hurt British interests. Whilat, therefore,
we must for the time being withdraw British goods’
boveott, we must intensify Swadeshi which is the
birthright of every nation. ' Whatever we produce
in our conntry, we must encourage to the exclusion
of foreign whether British or other. This {8 the
condition of national growth, Thus, we must en-
courage and carry on intensive propaganda on behalf
of indigenous insurance companies, banking, ship-
ping and the like, Wo may not belittla or neglect
them on the ground of their inferiority or dearnesa.
Only by wide nse and helpfnl criticiem may we
make thermn cheaper and better.

There is much looge talk about eqnality of treat-
ment. What is equality of treatment between the
strong and the weak, between giant and dwarf, be-
tween olephant and ant? It Lord Incheape with his
fabulons wealth and resourcea slaimed equal righta-
with Seth Narottam Morarji of lamented memory, it
would bo a iravesty of eqmality. It will be time
enough to talk of equality of ireatment - after
Namttamdas's snccessors have made some little
approach to Lord Incheapo’s resonrces. Equality of
treatment in the case of hopeless unequals ought to
mean raising the less favoured up to the level of the
most favoured, Thus equality of treatment for
suppressed classes, on the ‘part “of ‘the eo-called
superior clasaes, mesans raising the former to the
latter's le\_vel; the latter sacrificing their sabstance
and stooping to conquer. In relation to the British
we have hitherto oceupied a . position in some res-
pects lower even than the suppressed- classes. Pro-
tection of Indian industries and enterprise to the
exclusion of British or foreign, is a condition of aur
national existence even under & state of partnership.
Protection within even the British Commonwealth i
no new-fangled notion. It'is in vogue in the Domi-
nions to the extent necessary for their growik.

Jll!t- a8 boycott of foreign cloth is an ecopomi
neoessity for the sake of the atarving tmilligns, hoy-
oott of intoxicating drink and drage is a necessity for
the moral welfare of the nation, The - idea of tolal
prohibition was born before its political effect wad
thought of, The Congress concelved it as a measnré
of self-purification, Even if the Government eat-
marked the revenue from this traffie for purely
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prohibition purposes, our picketing for these shops
would continue, no doubt subject to the same severe
restrictions a8 in the case of foreign cloth, I invite
the Government duriog the transition etage, to anti-
cipate the verdict of the national lsgislatare and not
merely tolerute picketing of the two things—foreign
cloth and drink and drugs, but make, if they will,
common cause with the nation. Bat whether they
will go or no, we cannot rest atill so long as there is
a yard of foreign cloth entering the coumtry or &
single liquor shop orrupting our misgnided gountry-
men,

One word regardingsalt. The galt-raids muststop.
Defiance of ealt Iaws for the eake of oflvll dis
obedience must stop. But the poor, living in the
neighbourhood of salt arear, ars free to make and
pell aalt within that neighbourhood. The Salt Tax
is not gone, It is true. In view of the likellhood of
the Congress participating in the Conference, we
may not pres# for the immediate repsal of the tax
which is boond to come very soon. But the poorest
on whose behalf the campaign was undertaken are
now virtually free from the tax. I hope that no
traders will ssek to take an undue advantage of the
relaxation.

The foregoing perhaps shows you how uninterasted
I am in many things that interest the intelligentsia,
I sm not intereated in loaves and fishes, or legislative
honours. The peasantry do not understand them,
they are little affected by them. I believe that

Gandhiji'’s eleven points mean the eubstance of

Swarajya. That which does not satisfy them is no
Bwarajya. Whilst I would respact the rights of
landlords, rajas, maherajas and others to the extent
that they do not hurt the sweating millions, my
interest lies in helping the down-trodden to rise
- from their state and be on a level with the tallest in
the land, Thank God the gospel of Truth and
+ Non-violence has given these an inkling of their
" dignity and the power they possess. Much still
: remaing to be done. Bat let us make nup our minds
. that we exist for them, not they for ns. Lst us shed
i our petty rivalries and jealousies, religions fends and
. let everyone realise that the Congress represonts and
. exists for the toiling millions and it will become an
" irresistible power working not for greed or power
. but for the pake of common humanity.
There is one part of the constrnctive programme
- which I have not dealt with already; that is the all-
: important work of removing untonchability. It is
" no use tinkering with the problem. The recent
heroie atruggle on the part of the nation would have
been more glorious if Hindus had parged Hinduism
" of this evil. Bat heroism or glory apart, no Swarajya
would be worth having without this snpreme aot of
- solf-purification; and even if Swarajya i8 won
- whilst this stein continnes to blacken Hinduism, it
: wounld be as ingecure as 8 Swarajya without & com-
- plete boyeott of foreign cloth. .
In conclusion, I may not-forget omr brethren
‘overseas, Their lot in South Africa, in East Africa
- and in the other paris of the world ia siill banging
-in the balance, Dinabandhu Andrews is happily in
.South Africa helping our countrymen. Pandit
Hirdayanath Kunzra has specialised iz the Indian
- ¢question in Eagt Africa, The only consolation the

Oongress can give I8 to assure them of its sympathy. -

They know that their lot must antomatically im-
prove to the extent that we approach our goal. In
yonr name I woald appeal to the Governments con-
cerned to treat with consideration the members of
: 8 nation which is bonnd at a very early date to enter
-upon her heritage and which means ill to no nalion

on earth, We ask them to extend to onr na?lonah..
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the same treatiment they wounld have us, when we are
frozo,toceh.xtendtotheira. Thia is surely not ssking
mu

1 invite yon to conduct your proosedings, over
whiol_: you have asked me to preside, in a gr:’anner
be.ﬂetmg the grave ocoasion 8t which we have met,
Differences of opinion are boand to exist; but I
trust that every one here will oo-operats to make
our deliberationa dignified and conducive to the
sttainment of our goal.—The Mabraila,

L

“'I_‘he Social Aspect Of The
Native Question”

* We have got to provide for some sort of soclal |
contact with the native, both in the towns and on
the land,” aid Mr. J. D. Rheinalt Jonea recently
when lesturing on “The Soctal Aspect of the Native
Question” to the Transveal Workers Ednoational
Union in the Y.M.C.A. Hall (Johaanesburg).

Heo oited the Transke] as a very good sxample of
the benefits of territorial segregation, but lately thess
were being endangered as poor whites were slowly
invading the Transkei in search of land and many
were actoally sqnatting on native holdings.

The nativea in the Transvasl and Natal were very
much soattered, being distributed among the varions
locations, This made territorial segregation very
difficnlt of achievement. To-day 92 per cont, of the
land was in the hands of the whites, and only 8 per
cent, in the hands of the natives, A magistrate in
Lady Grey told him there were several thousand
natives in his district who had no land. Many had
emigrated to Angola on that acconnt, Some people
were of the opinion that no natives should be
allowed to live in the towns, bat if they were ex.
pelled from the towns it wonld mean the complete
reorganisation of our social aystem,

To-day our houging system in the towns was
canging the better class native s great amount of
trouble. He found it very difficnlt to live decently
and morally with a large family in two rooms. Yet
he would probably have to pay about 304, a menth
in vent for those rooms. That was romghly more
than 25 per ceat. of the family income.

“It should be our policy, sald Mr. Rheinalt Jones,
“to assint the vative to live under the best town
conditions.”

Hae paid a tribate to many munioipalities for the
valuable wark they were doing in bettering the
conditions under which the nstive had to live. Bat
there was atill muoch to be done.

Medical services for natives in particular were
very inadequate. It had often been argned that
natives wounld not go near the hospitala and cliniea
provided for them. This wad not true now bacause
they had outgrown their fear of the white man's
medicine, a8 witness the splendid work of the
Johannesburg Non-Earopean Hoapital,

The epeaker said that he was of the opinion that
complete social segregation was impraoticable, if nat
impossible, Even if the natives were segregated
there was no land to give them., .

“We muat face up to the very definita fact that in
the fature we are going to have a large _permanent
native urban popnlation,” said Mr, Rheinalt Jones
in oonolusion. “I repeat, it is our duiy to teash
them how to live nnder. town. conditions.”=0lar.
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.Estcourt News

- - [BY JAMES AUGUSTINE] .

.Glgrions weather conditions favonred the match
between the: Bells F.C. and the Nestles F.C., on
Sunday the 26th April, on the Coloured Recreation
Ground. Mr. Lalla refereed.

The Nestles were not ina position to feld in
their best team on that particnlar day. Jamea
Augustive, T. Cassim were not available, The Bells
also bad the same experience. The match from the
commencement was fairly fast.” Joe Augustine for
the Bells madea breakway, and having ran a coneider-
able distance passed to Naidon, who just mapnsged to
Yick the ball over the bar, Hanif after beating the
Bells half division -passed nicely to Dawool who
made a dash petting the first goal for the Nestles.
The Bells pressed their way forward but were
beaten by the Nestles' Backs. James David scored
anice goal for the Bells. Half time arrived, the
peore being 1-1. After balf time both teams tried
bhard to score but without success. The game
terminated in a draw of 1-1. )

c. . . —p—

‘Mr. A. M. Samuel of Modderapruit (Ladysmith)
secompenied by his wife and child came on & flying
vigit to Estcourt by car.

_0....—

Mr, Manuel James, brother of Mr, Patrick James

of Estcourt, apent a fow days in Esteonrt.
——

Tha Government has voted a sam of nearly
£4,000, towards the erection of 2 new Indisn School
in Esteourt. The eite is unknown yet. -

We bave reccived the following for - publica..
tion:— '

Owing to the distress prevailing in Cawnpare
(Indis) at the present time, it was recently decided
by the Mohamedan community in Springs, to make
a collection for the relief of those Mohamedans who
bave suffered thereby. Messrs, Ally Mia Sadroodeen,
E. M. Matwadia and E. H. Bhyat were appointsd to
make the collection and a snm of £21 5a. wag
realised, which has been sent to Ehilafat, Bombay.

The thanks of the collectors are due to the

following gentlemen for donations :~—

Mesers. Saheb Xhan £5, E. M. Matwadia & Co,,
£3 3s., Sulimap Moola £2 23, Fareed Kban & Son
£1 1s,E. A. & M. Mohamed £1, E, H. Bhyat 10, 64,
Ebrahim Khan 10a 6d.. Dawood Khan 10a 64,
E. 1. Akoodie 10s, 6d., Akhalwaya 10a. 6d., Hassan
Essop Hajat 103. 6d., A. R. Charfaray 10s. 6d.,
M. F. Abid 38, 6d., Abdul Aziz 5s., Ismail Mahamnd
Jogee 5a., K. S. Seedat 5s., S. A.Loopat 5s., F. E,
Matwadia 58, Essop Ismail 5., A. 1. Matwadia 2J6,
M. E. Mayat 2/6, M. M. Karolia 2/6, E. H. Loonat 2/6,
1. M, Seedat 2/6. G. M. Pansary 2/6, I. E. Laher 26,
1. D. Pahad 2/6, Suliman Bhabha 2/6, Hassan
Ghanehi 2/6, Huffijee Saheb 26, B. F. Abid -2/6,
M. ¥, Pandor 2/6, A. 1. Belakhdy 2/6, H. E. D lal
2/6, M. H. Akoodie 2/6, Saleh Hasgan Rajah 2/6,

~ H., M. Laher 2/6, Adam Lsher 2/6, Adam Ismail

Jogee 26, Moosa Ahmed Jogee 2[5 Mooea Hassan
Lombat 2/6, E. A. Seedat 2/6, Mobamed Khan 26,
L. M. Hurzak 2/6, 7amal Barber 2/6.—£21 53,
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