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The Blue Book

No lover of the British Empire can
read without shame and sorrow the
blue book isswed by Lord -Elgin on-
the Transvaal British Indian question.
-It is a record of continuous surrender
of the weaker party to the stronger.:
* ‘Ilie pages of this publication show
that the might of the Empire is now
to be used, unlike as in the days 6f
yore, not for- redressing wrongs, but
for aggravating them. And but for:
the stern. opposition offered by the
- Indian community to the Asiatic
Act, probably, by this'time every In-
dian in that colony would either have
left it in disgust or have been reduced
to slavery without Lord Elgin having
lifted his little finger to stop the even
flow of tyranny. -The shamefulness of
the surrender is enbanced by the fact
that Lord Elgin knew that he was

| nation began to make itself felt.

assisting 2 wrong. He admits that he
-does not like the Asiatic legislations |
The redeeming feature of the book
is Mr, _de Villiers' explanatory note.
attached to the Immigration Restriat-!
yion Act. -He frankly and deliberately |
; states that the indirect object of the
Act is to prevent the entry into the

" Colony of Asiatics altegether, not
excepting those who may pass the
educationat test.  The construction
put upon the Act is open to question,
But with that we do not at present
propese to. deal.  The Attorney Gen-
eral is equally frank as to the intention
of subsection ¢ of sccticn sfx of the
Act: ' C ‘

* In view of the [uct that the Asiatic
population have eontinued to publicly
expresy thelr Intention of stot complying

* with the regisisation provisions of that

‘On the 8th of July, His Exceliency,
! writing to Lord Elgin says: “ I cannot

Colony ‘and, in the opinion of the
Government, in its best interests.
There is no sanctimonious apology
offered in extenuation : on the contrary |
it is sought to be justified on purely
selfish grounds. M. de Villiers' note
has.-a~ true ring about it, however
unpleasant it may be, The passive
resisters having shown that they were
better than they were taken to be, the |
Government had no dilficulty in |
coming to terms with then. i
But Lord Llgin, we are obliged to |
say with reluctance, was thinking not |
of the Empire but of his Government
when he wrote his halting despatches.
To him it is only “ necessary to_press
for some amendment of Section 6 (b)
of the Act {which does not especially
concern British Indians)” The words
in the parenthesis are Lord Elgin's, He-
is more conicerned with foreign compli-
cations than the rights of British sub-
jects who cause no trouble save by way
of grumbling,. Fortunately the British
natign is superior to its present repre-
sentatives. Liberal professions have
degenerated into licence for the most
clamorous and the strongest physically,
It was only because the Biritish people
began to ses for themselves on this
question—thanks to the passive resist-
ers, backed strongly by the ever-vigil-
ant Committee headed by Tord Amp-
thill——that at last the voice of the

We'regret; too, that Lord Sélborne
has throughout the struggle acted asa
partisan rather than as a just judge
holding the scales evenly; or as a rep-|
resentative of his Sovereign officially
holding or giving no private opinion,

but think that the protests of Local
Asiatic residents against the new Act
must be due, in part at least, to the
lucrative nature of the traffic in illicit
immigration and lo the ease with
which it has hitherto been carried on.”
Lvents have proved both these state-
ments to be unfounded. Wedo not
wish to open sore points but we cannot
refrain from stating that it was His
Excellency’s duty to have proved the
charges so recklessly made.

The lesson that the Blue-book
teaches 1s that the weakar partners in:
the Empive will have t> help them- !
seives and rely less upon Imperial :
protection and more upon God and |
Truth.  In the colonies, they will|

attention of Indians from the greater
problem of Natal. In this Colony,
there are some 100,000 Indians resid-
ing, of whem approximately one-third
are under contract of labour, breach
of which connotes criminal proceed-
ings against the indeniured Indian,
euphemistically known as an “ immi-

i grant,” to whom is allotted a ** Protec-

tor.” 30 pleasant are his conditions
of labour, that he hastens to quit this
vale of tears by the swift but sure road
of suicide at a speed thrice that of his
free brother. The existence of a high
mortality rate from accident and a dis-

proportionate disease-lgure due to
venereal disease indicates other phases
of the situation into which it is un~
necessary just now o examine too
closely.  Oceasionally, too, we get
glimpses of the “lower depths ” (in
the Gorkian, not the technical, sense-

- of the term) in the shape of colliery

prosecutions such as were typified in
certain cases that disfigured our pages
not so many months ago, and to which
our conteémporary, the H7ifness, drew
pointed attention at the timg.  But as
every cloud has its Silver-bning, so
has.the indentured system its pleasing
aspects. Unlortunately it.is the bright,
particular stars among the employers
of this form of labour who are, in our
opinion, the worst enemnies of the
wretched people who are the "ignoble
victims of the system. Their goodness
and excéllence act but as a cloak that
disguises the hideousness of the whole -
miserable business. A rose by any
other name would smell as sweet, and,

| conversely, a rotten system, however

it may be called, will always smell
foul.. Sterne was not altogether unin-
spired when he remarked : “ Disguise
thyself as thou wilt, still, slavery, still”
thow art a bitter draught,” So long
as India is indented upon for this
pitiable form of labour, a veritable
bondage, however silken the binding-
cords may be, will result; so long.
toa, will the moral fibre of the Colo-
ny be tainted, for a State that exists
upon a basis akin to that of slavery .
is but slive-ridden, at the mercy of
the very thralls upon whom it is de-
pendent,

Once do away with this importa-
tion of human fesh and blood and
all the conzomitant miseries, and the ~
Indian preblem in Natal, in South
Africa, i3 solved.  There will thea be
ns nzed to drive thrifty, lahour racked



AT

100 -

/

" INDIAN OPINION .

\

FEBRUARY 29TH, 1908

Indian men and women to the galleys, |
that is :he serf-owners, by robbing
them of A6 per head per annum be-
fore they can make a start to earn an
honest livelihood, thus putting a pre-
mivm upon fraud and deceit, whilst
actually nebing slavery scem prefer-
" able to freedum, an instance of the
adage that no slave is so deep-sunken
in his slavery as he who does not real-
ise that he is a slave.  With the stop-
page of these cotoured human imports,
then, there will no longer be the ex-
cuse Lo contine to impose this tax
upon freedom and honest striving,
Bat the venom of the whole wretch-
cd system secms to have percaded the
Indian policy in Natal through and |
through. ‘The very trader must be
. rohbbed of his vested rights. ‘The Im-
- migrants” Resiriction Act prevents any
further influx of free Indians except
such as can pass the education test—
an infinitesimal proportion of the total
population—yet the fears of the Euro-
- pean community are so overwhelming
that the Denlers’ Licences Act is torn
from its original purpose of general
application, so that the intcrests oi
Indian traders are jeopardised, by the
petty spleen of their liuropean trade
cdmpetitors, on the pretext of “unfair
competition,” and with the sanction of
a peddling political ¢cconomy whose,
roots are deep-sunk in envy and ignor-
ance, and not in a sense of nationatl
justice whereby alone a nation can pre-
serve its eminence. .
We maintain that three things are
essential before Natal can claim to be'
a free country.  Iirst, i is absolutely
necessary to stop the importation of
indentured labour at any cost. Sceond-
ly, justice must be done to the ex-in-
dentured people, who must be lifted
far above their present wretched state.
Lastly, the resident, commercial pop-
ulation must begiven free play. It is
quite feasible to compel implicit ob-
cdience to general municipal legisla-
- tion rigorously enforced.  Every sani-
tary precaution should be fully insisted
Jupon, and drastic punishment meted
out to offenders against the public
- "health regulations. Leyond this we
are not prepared 1o go, If competition
-is the breath of trade, as we are con-
tinually told, then it must be allround
competition, and not a miserably sub-
terfuge which is nothing else than
protection of cerlain intcrests at the
cost of others at least as worthy of
recognition. We have never asked for
generous treatment of the domiciled
Indian population of this Colony. \We
have, however, invariably insisted that
that treatmenit should be just. 17 just-
ice be refused, what may we hope for ?

Mr. Krir Harpig, ALY, Has rro-
posed a sovereign
cure of all the ec-
onomic ills that
Sputh African hu-

Mr. Keir Hardie's
Remedy

man who gerforms a 'white man’s IT 5 DIFFICULT, READING I¥ oL
work, There is much that appeals to | print Sir Liege Huleits
us in this proposal. Tirst, it will- A Tax on speechat Gf}?enwood_l’ark
place all men, who are capable of' " Indian on the 11th instant, to be-
performing a certain piece of work 1 Clerks lle\_'e that that practised
equally well, upon a level of equality legislator was serious in
ol opportunity, thus imposing upon | what he said.  The whole specch so
thei the responsibibity and necessity : reeks of a brutal disregard of the ethice-
of each proving his right to do that ! al demands of modern civilisation
work by the exercise of some faculty ! that we are tempted to imagine that
that will, "in the nature of things,’. the worthy knight was seeing how far
place him ahead of his fellows. Tor | in the depths of sociological folly his
instance, just as when the Indian | audience could be dragged. It that
hawker and the white hawker sell | were so; it was a sorry pastime. What
their goods at the same - price, the; does Sir liege suggest? Nothing
preference is often given to the In-"|"less than the taxation of every free
dian because of his greater desire to | Indian so as to compél kim to revert
please, his courtesy, and his witling- | to his original state of servitude, mis-
ness to accommodate his customer in | named 4 “ contract af labour.” Lot
every way possible, so, when the col- ! dn Indian receive an education and
oured labourer bas to sell his labour : desire to become a clerk—he must be

“in cqual competition with the white ; forced into the clutches of Sir Liege

labourer, he must show forth such ! and his fellow-cmployers ol degraded
yualitics as will induce the cmploye;‘ | labour, by means of overburdensome
to give him the preferencé if he de- taxation. It is the old, old story.

“trade,

‘coloured worker, skilled or unskilled,

vwn fiesn 15 hair ta I i nothtng ;
bug dhan tha paypiens of i whiig
W R of Bondd (2 Lo aelaited |

sircs to obtain the work. In other
words, the coloured maa must be not
anly as zood as, but better than, the
white man, in order to succeed at the )
white man’s task. Further, the fact !
that the white man will, in the first
place, probably have the preference |
will tend to drive the coloured man
away temporarily from industrial pur-
strits, and, in the case of the native,
to confine his energics principally. to
agriculture, at the same time compel-
ling Ahe expenditure of a certain por-
tion of the State income upon agri-,
cultural education for the native pop- -
ulation.  But the increased wage will |
result in the induceinent of the most |
advanced natives and coloured work- |
ers to skill themselves to the end that |
they may earn their livelibood at a |
We are not of ‘those who |
think that Mr, Keir Hardic's scheme
will end in driving the native com-
pletely away. 1t is not possible to!
make Sounth Africa a white man's -
country, but only one where the white !
man can earn an honest living if he
chooses to exert himsell. The pro-
blem, tog, only aiiccls the present
white population of South Alrica.
The tendency of social legislation in
Rritain is to make it increasingly pos-
sible for the worker to remain at |
home by removing the cause of cmi-
gration.  In South Africa, the enor-
mous bulk of the popalation will al- |
ways be dark-complesioned, and it |
will not be cconomically possible 1o
keep these people at bay.,  If there is :
a real demand for skilled labour, :
there will be no dearth of coloured
men to compete for it.  But then all
men, according to Mr. Keir Hardie,
witl be in receipt of the same wages
for the same amount af work, and the
result will not be unfavourable to-the

|
|

ince he is in a nomerical majority, )
Al de i for iy thas much af the |
Jalabix 4il] B pertosmed, !

To the slave-owner nothing is so

i beautiful (for the slave) as slavery.

Worst of all, Sir Liege does not seem
to know the most elementary facts ol
Indian immigratlon into Natal, or he
would be aware that to-day there is
practically none of it.  “ Aralis” are
not heing “introdnced "—the Immig-
ration officials sec to that. DBut we
feel we _must not diverge from Sir
Liege's main issue. And what is that ?
What but a pean of thanksuiving that
the Indians “ were more and more re-
indenturing, and last inonth a hundred
more re-indentured than became free.”
“He would put a tax upon every
Indian . .., until they had the
Indians in the position that Indians,
or Kaffirs, should be placed.” We
can make a shrewd guess where some
JLuropeans will be placed when they
shufile off this mortal coil !

H

Sympathy from Indians
in Mombasa

Messrs, Ihlil and Desai, Honor-

ary Sccretaries Mombasa Indian As-
socialion, wrote as follows to Mr
{andhi ¢ . .

-~ Mombasa, January 16th, 1958,

Our Associalion was much grieved
to learn from Reuter that your good
sell and four other prominent Indian
gentlemen of the ‘Pransvaal were sen-
tencedio undergo imprisonment (o rnot
complying with the Asiatic Registra-
tion Law ol the Transvaal. .

You and our Indian comnunity in
the Transvaal who are holding out so
very staunchly against the un-British-
laws of that place, have the whale-
héarted sympathy of our Associgtion
and the Indian community of this
place, and our Association hopes you
will Teceive strength in your struggles
against the unrighteous policy of the
authorities of your place by the know-

- ledge that you and our comminnity in

the Teansvaal have the sympathy of
oaur whalp communisy as well as sén:
sibrlee Englishman gid foruignses,
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- Mass Meetin"p:_ in London'

!

Treatment of Endians in the Transvaal

The {ollowing officiai report of the
above mecting has been sent to us
for publication :.

A Mass Meeti

ng of .Indians and

sympathisers resident in London was .

held at Caxton Hall, \WVesiminster,

S.W., on Tuesday, January, ,,:t’-th,.

1908,.
_"Pr. Avpur Manp, LL.D., Barat-
law, was proposed to the chair by Mr.

R. Drrcano, MLA. ; M P K. Sivua
" geconded and. it was unanimously

carried. _

“The proceedings of the. largely-:

attended meeting were opened by the

t

Chairman calling wpon’ the Hon. -
Secretary to read out the many letters

cf sympathy received by him from ;

variotis gentlemen, among whom were

the following :—Iicld Marshal Lord |

Roberts, DBishop of
 Bhownaggree, Mr. J. G. Weir, M.D,
Syed Ameer Ali, C.ILE. (late Judge
ot the High Court of Caleuttr), Mr.
L. W. Riteh, Syed Hoscin Dilgrami,

and Mr. 8. Digby, C.LE. y
' Chairman’s Speech

Tue CHatrwax said that, biefore
the first resolution was moved, he
would like to say a few words,

In 1899, before the Boer War,

Manchester, |
Rishop of Southampton, Sir M. M.~

. and thereby induced the Indians to

' Constitution states :

‘Lord lansdowne said, witl reference |

“{o their interests in South Africa:

¢ X considerable number  of the

"The Fundzmental Rights of British i e

Cueen’s Indian subjects are to he found
- in e Transvaal, and among the many |

misdeads of the South Afiican Republic

I donot know that any Gl wme with

more indignation than ifs treatment of
these Indians,  And the harm js oot
confmied 1o the sullérers on the ‘&pnt ¢

!

for what do you imagine would he the -

vlfect produced in India when these i "
-.contrary to the Common Law ol this

puor peuple return to their country
tepord to thelr friends that the Govern-
ment of the Empress, o mighty aumd
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be maintained 2+ Was the British Gov-

ernment going to make its name re- |
spected, and to have the pludges given |
to 1L faishfully respected 2 Was it going ;
to see that the British subjeet, wherever [
hie went, all over the world, whether he .
were white nr black, whether he came -

from Gireat Britadn itself, ot from Canzli |
or New Zealand, was tu ave the tights
- which his Queen bad secured tor fiim 2

Then Mr Lyttelton wrote to Lord
Milner on July 20th, 100 :

H U p o the owmbireak of war, therefore,
the DBritish  Government had steadily
xintaineed, the interest of the
British Indiars resident in the Transvaal,
andd the treatment ol these feliod: subi.
ecls formed part of the Uritish case

against the Iate Somh Afrcan Re- .‘
publie.” !
‘ . 4
After the war was over, in 1903 .

Loxrb Muxyir said
" 4T think that registration is a pro.
. tection to them.  To that registration
there is attached & 43 tax. It is only -
cabled for once. Thase who have paid
it 1o the okl Covernment have vnly Lo
prove that they have done so and they
lavd -nat (o pay it again,  Again, on !
the Register, their position s eatab.
lishell and ne further vegistration is !

Thal registration gives you a right to
be here, and o right w come and go,”

register their names.
. Clause 39 (a) of the Transvaal

* Reserves any Law wherehy persons
not of uropean hirth or descent, may
e subjected or made liable to any dis-
abilities or restrictions 16 which persons
of European binth or descent are nat
sthio subjeeted or made lable”

Subjects

There was another law upon this.
subject, the “Colonial Laws Validity
Act 1865. which laid down that any
law passed in a Colony could not be
held invalid simply because it was

| country ; and any Statute which was-

ivesistible in India, with its population

of three hundred millions, is powerless

10 seenre redress at the hands of a smadl |

. South Afdcan State.”

. M .

Lowp StLporxNE, by an irony of
fate Governor of the Transvanl, alsu
said in that year : ‘

' © S \Vas ity ur was it net our duty to
see that owur dusky fellow-subjects in
India whe went to the Transvaal—where
they had n perfeet right 10 gos—should
hie wreated as the Queen in vur name
had  promisel that tiley  shoukd
treales] 2 I they agreed with him il
adiniited that these were qutestions which
we had to answer as {rustees heflore onr

passed in this country could not be
held applicale to any of the Colonies .
unless it was expressly or implicdly |
meant to be applicable to that Col- |
ony, He knew there were certain
lawyers in this country and in that.
Colony who would differ from him, !

- but there wgs no law upon which they

. fellow-coungrymen and before history, -

then they woudd agree with him' also
that the path of duty was to he mled
not by sentiment, hut Ly plain facts,
We are not dealing with our own pur-
gsonal interest or our own personal
money : we were trusices for our lirntlers
all over the world, for ;i brethren in
Canada,  in Australia, av the Cape,
trustees also for our own fdlow.subjects
of dillerent races wnd dificrent colours—
the negroes of Soath Afnen and the In.
' Jdignsin India—trustees for atl these and
{or the unbotn childven of theses There-

jute the test we had to apply in an

eraergency Tilke this waa the gople test

rf iy, e JU ek waa 1onon i ding

1 ReC ADAL the gidhis jaod fop thiire

Loaatatd of vhoed ba 2 himed w0l
b

had gone to a Court of Law and had |
that point settled. In so far as autho.
rities went for the last 250 years, they
went to show that anything which
interfered with the fundamental rights
of the Dritish subject was invalid,
and that any law in any part of the
British Empire which infringed upon
their rights as Dritish subjects was
not valid. - There was,. by virtue of
para. 9 of the Queen's Proclamation
of 1858 to the Indian people, no dis-
tinction between an Englishman and |
an Indian in this country or in any’
part of the LEmpire.  They could sit
in the House of Commons, and they
could vote for a Member of Parlin-:
ment, Some people held that there |
was uo differcuce between ordinary !
pgis ang  lundamental rights, lnuti
v Laed Manafuid had laid down thal
'lt'u;.'l:. wur & warld el ditoanog be

. of the audience.

; tween the two kinds of rights and the.

fundamental rights of a Lritish sub-.
ject could not be interiered by the
Colonial Government or by the King
in Council.” ‘That could only be done

. by the King and the Imperial Parlia-

ment. It could not be done by such
a bhody of legislators as that in the
Transvaal. It was based upon reason,
ton, beeause there was o great deal of |
loeal jealowsy, and if a handful of
people were allowed to pass such
laws, what would be the consequence?
He would leave it to the imagination
_ Then again, pro-
tection and allegianece went hand in
hand. They owe allegiance and there-
fore they must be protected there.
The act of the Transvaal Government
would be again invalid as it interfered
with the King's prerogative—see 3 & ©
4 Wil TV, and 24 & 25 Vie. both
Acts on India.  The Imperial Parlia-
ment said : “We eannot do anything.”
He maintained that the Act was

»illegal and that cvery Indian had a

right to bring an action against the
Transyaal Government, But apart
from the question of illepality he
maintained that it was marally unjust,

, He had not come across a single

Englishman in this country who had
not said they ought to have extended
to them the same rights as those held
by the people in the Transvaal, It
was not only degrading to Indians in
this country but degrading to the
LEnglish themselves, and te the people
in the Transvaal. They had to submit
ta things which were repugnant to
Indian taste. They were not

. allowed to walk on the same pavement

as white men, or to go in the same
conveyance as Ruropeans. (“Shame”).
Those were the moral degradations
which were placed upon them, and
he hoped they would be put an end:
to as soon as possible.  ¥le also
contended  that it was politically
unwise.  Matters of such importance
should be dealt with by the Imperial
Parliament as used to be done in
Rome and not by ordinary Govemn-
ments. It should not be handed over
to a number of people in the I'rans-
vaal who wanted Indians to go away
from that country for the sake of
trade, '
In conclusion, he hoped that the |
resolution would have the effect of
prevailing upon the Imperial Parlia--
rmoent to put an end to this shameful
treatment of Indians in the Transvaal,

-and to allow them to have the same

rights as other people in the Transvaal
had at the present time. He suggested
that the Fransvaal Act should be
suspended, a commission appointed
and laws passed in an Imperial way.
Mr. J. M. Parekir, Darrister-at-Law
proposed : : :

*That the trentment of Indians in.
the Transeaal {s eojust and humiliating,
and that the degradations imposed upon
them, as a cluss, are insulting to their

“countrymen fiere and in India: and for-
ther tat the deploraile helplessness of
the Tmpedal Gavernment o lprnm:t.
Vet i by ke nliisens of e oyl
(i agat Lpwagatabla pvaes, of
Polh PIOR-Eimif  Figaid afy ji Mg
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‘were trying to drag a rted herring

102

~ opinion of this meeting, already done = {

. great deal of harm in Indis, ar!ll_:ls I}kc]_\-
in future, it this state of alinirs is al-

' lowed to continue, o Jeard Lo powe

¢

1

vosubts.”™

" 1le said that this subjuct had. been
diseussed by some Alinisters of the
Government, and he was afraid-they |

. |
across the path of the present agita- |
tion. They were not together to pass |
resolutions to the vfect that they

" . were entitled to go to any part-of the

British Empire without any restrictive |
legislation being put upon them. Mr.
Winston Churchill, speaking the-other |
night at the National Liberal Club,
was reported to have said that he :
could not deny the Government of‘.
the Transvaal the cight to restrict the |
immigration of Asiatics inasmuch as |
the people of Australia could not be

denied the same. right.  lle, the

speaker, claimed, on the proclamation
of the late Queen (which asked .them !

- to give their allegiance to her) that |
-they were entitied to go to any. purt |

" ish Indians who had been resident

of the Empire unrestrictedly, and |
that they had as much right as ani
Englishman. | But that was not the
question,  Mr. Winston Churchill i
was evading the issue. e did pot!
deal with the question of whether it |
was a policy or whether it was a right

to expe] Indians from the Transvaal ,
who had been living there for 20|
years and more. That was the issue.

Mr. Augustine Birrell made a speech .

the other day at Reading, and he,’

1

"tured to say not.

_the speaker, was afraid that - Mr. Bir-
" rell had,made the same mistake. Mr. -

Lirrell said it was a good sentiment '
that all British subjects should have |
equal rights to go everywhere within |
the British Empire. He, the speaker, |
maintained that it was not a senti- |
iment ; it was a right ; it was a birth- |
right for every Indian to go every-

‘where within the British Empire. Ie

claimed that right upon the proclama-
tion of the late Queen, which was a !
clear promise upon which their aliegi- ;
ance had been claimed and pronised,
If one party broke the promise and
the -Ministers of the Crown were a'
party to it, what was there to prevent
the Indians from breaking their part |
of the promise? (Hear, hear). ._111!
order to avoid all these side issues |
they must come (o a clear understand- '
ing on this point; had the Govern-
ment of the Transvaal the right to
expel from the Transvaal those Brit-

there even before the war? He ven-
When the Constit-
ution was given to the Transvaal
people it was expressly provided that |
in all matters of legislature dealing

with the differential treatment of -
Astatics and Furopeans, the Iniperial
Government had a right of vetoing.
He asserted that the present Govern- |
ment had been negligent and had |
made a great mistake in not exercis-
ing that right of vetoing and there- |
fore allowing the Registration Act to

pass. The avowed object-of the Act ¢
was to estrict the immigration, they |
Jaid_down various restrictions upuni

A A
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the Indian inhabitants of the Trans-

. vaal, amongst, and in order to reatrict

theimmgration thenyrbeing that all In-
dians should be registered and should
wive an impress of their thumbs and
fingers. Il the real object of the
Transvaal Government was that of

“identification, he ventured to say
that there were other ways of identi-

fication much less objectionable. Tt
was a means ol identilication which
was used in the cases of criminals
and convicts throughout the length
and breadth ot the whole world. It
seemed to him that its object was to
expel those . Indians “who had been
lawful residents and who had got in-
vested rights in the Transvaal. . He
then referred to the difficuity of Indi-
ans returning to India, and said he
thought that justice required that the
Governinent of the Transvaal eught
to provide those poor pesple with the
means of returning to India. Lor his
part he thought they ought to have
the same registration as the colonists
who came to India.  (Hear, hear)
He lailed to understand ‘why, when
colenists did-not allow Indians to go
to their country, they, the Indians,
should allow them to come to India.
‘There was no justice init. If there
was no justice or fair play, the present
Government ought at once to find out
some means whereby a great erisis
could be avoided. He would suggest
this way out of the difficulty : If the
Transvaal Governmient were honest in
its profession that they wanted simply
to exclude immigration and to allow
those who had been resident there to
continue there, that the Government
ought to pass a short amending Act
providing that every British resident
who could get a certificate from the
High Court in the ‘Fransvaal that he
had been so resident before the war,
should be exempted from the opera-
tion of the present Act.  He thourht

that it was a very simple provision

and would avoid all the difiiculty. He
would =also sugzest that Indians
should have the right' of appeal ir
such cases. .
' Plain Words

Mr. 85.V. MookErJER seconded the
resolution. It seemed to him that
they had arrived at that critical mom-
ent in their Anglo-Asiati¢ relation-
ships when it was highly necessary
that motions should be plainly_ word-
ed or that speech should be plainly
spoken.” That meeting was frankly
and avowedly a partisan meeting, a
meeting of Indians to support the In-
dian side of the question, and to red-
ress, if possible, the erievances of . In-
dians ‘in South Africa. ‘They were
there to support their countrymen in

i South “Africa in their struggles with

the Colonials, which struggle, he sub-
mitted, was 4 picce of that wide con-
flict between the Tast and the West

which  began with Alexander the

Great, of which the Russo-Japanese

War was only an episode, and to
which history had not yet said the
last word.  Only the other day, Mr.
l'onsonby, the Private Sceretary to

N

[—

Sir -Henry Campbell-Bannerman, re
plied to a letter of the Sonth Africa
Fritish Indian Commitice regretting
very .greatly the extremely annoying
manuer in which the Colonial -Legis-
lature had passed the Act, and hoped
the Act would he worked to the- least
possible amnoyance of the Indians
themselves, e (the speaker) could
quite realise” Sir Henry Campbeil-
Lannerman's difficulties,  But- that
was the miserable sop he proposed to
offersto the Indians in the Transvaal,
Might he quote the Prime Minister's
own words: “ Enough of this fool-
ery.”.  They would have none of this
Libéralism. It was a sort of Liberal-
ism " which shirked accomplished
facts, which lost itself in high sound-

ing principles, but when it was faced -

with - realities, shrank into its own
narrow shell. The real issue lay -in
be industrial supremacy of one race
over the uther. There was bound to
be some conflict; and it was {utile to
endeavour to stop this conflict by re-
solutions. The Indians were handi-
capped in the struggle, They had
been disarmed ; they had been brand-
ed as coolies; and they had been
disfranchised. Immigratioi was re-
stricted by the most radical of mea-
surcs. They wanted to convince the
Impefial Government of the necessity
of equalising the balance of conflict,
and then he had not the slightest
doubt as to the Future. - Indians
equipped with these weapons could
fight their own battles.  He referred

to the aggressive and pugnacions Im-.

perialismy that has been prevalent, and

(that *that Tmiperialism of brag and
bluster must cease if the I
to be kept umted.

A Son of Natﬁl

npire was’

Me: RovrepEx, B. A., remarked”

that that meeting was of great import-
ance to him because he was born in

Natal., A great deal had been said ‘
on that question, and a great deal of -

what had been said might have been
left umsaid. A grear deal was still
left to be said, and that which was
left to be said, was to be said against
the Imperial Government, and not 50,
much against the Transvaal Govern-'
ment. It was the bounden duty of
the Imperial Government when they
made that resolution, to see.not only
that they meant something by it, but
that they were men of honour and
common sense. Why they should
put a reservation like that in the
Transvaal Constitution affecting col-

| oured Taces, which did not equally

aliect other races, should be submit-
ted tothe home Government for con-
sideration.  In reply to a_question
about two years ago in the House of
Commons as to whether the Imperial
Government had any responsibility in
regard” -to  the Native troubles .in
Natal, My, Winston .Churchitt -said :
**VWe have no responsibility in these
wmatters  and our responsibility -is
mainly confined to the rendering of
friendly advice.” If thay were go-
inz to allow the Indians to be turned
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out with the loss of alt their worldly E
pessessions, then they werc not worth
their salt. [t was said that the Indi-
ans in Natal outnumbered the Eng-
lish peopls in Natal. Il it was so, 1t
was not because the Indians wanted
to gu there themselves. It was not
English people—he would not say
English people, because they were
not Englishmen : he knew an English-
man—it was these 'people who
brought the Indians out there and
kept them on their sugar plantaticns.
If the Indians were removed {rom the
Natat Colony, it would go to the wall
atonce Natal could not exist for
three months without the Indians.
There was one thing they could-do.
They could show those South Afric-
ans that the Indians had got the pow-
cr in their own hands by stopping
emigration to south Africa without
further delay. ~ I the Indians did not
then get their rights within three
months, he should be very much sur-
prised. .

" The Bombay Delegate

© Myr ALCA. Tinman, in supporting,
said that he had only landed a few
days ago from Bombay as a delegate
on behalf of the Anjuman-i-Islam of
Bombay for the purpose of agitating
this very question of Transvaal Indi-
ans in this country. 1lle explained
the feeling in India at the preseat
time and said that 10,000 people met
in absolute unanimity for the express
purpuse of protesting against the
treatment that was meted out to the
Indians in the Transvaal ; and- that
meetings had been held in all parts
of India, of Mahomedans and Hindus
without any distinction.  {\pplause).
They were absolutely unanimous on
this question. In India they had al-
ways believed and had faith in that
great principle which had beeyJaid
down in a proclamation of our late
Queen, that the moment they were
members of the British Empire, they
were entitled to all the rights of civil-
‘ised citizens. . That principle had
been struck at the very root inthe
Transvaal. The atfitude of the
Transvaal Government was not only
dangerous and a menace to the whole
 British Empire, but it would have a
. most far-reaching consequence on the
whole British Empire. He bad not
yet heard .the rcason.of Lord Elgin
for having given his sanction ,tg .this
law. TLord Elgin had held his mouth
closed. But they had got some kind
of explanation from Mr. Winston
Churchill only the other day. That
explanation was anything.butsatisfac-
tory. He contended that he could
no more interfere with the Transvaal
Government  passing a law of that
nature than he could-interfere with
Austealin: Why, in the nawe -of
goodness was the Impesial Govern-
ent: not entitled to- interfere with
that law ?.~ It “was expressly wreserved
that the Imperial Government should
give its sanctio, the object of which
was to impose-a most sacrad- duty up-,

the experiences of mankind. Fle ek

on the Imperial Government to see
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that no injostice " was done to the
coloured subjects of the British Em-
pire.  Lord Elgin had the right to
veto it
his nind : the first being the guestion |
of mimigration e the Fransvaal of '
fresh entrants: the second being a
tjuestion of the Indians in the Trans- |
vaal who had scttled down there be- |
fore the war. ‘The latter was the:
hurning question, and the ‘Transvaal
Govermuent had ‘shown a most ini-
quitous attitude in the treatment
which was now meted out to Indians.
Tine after time, statesmen had pro-
tected the rights .of the  Indians
against the Boer Governwent; and,
to his mind. nothing was more horri-
fying and more shocking than that
when the bBoer Government had
passed away, when the country was |
becoming a part and parcel ol the

British Empire, that their position in |
the ‘T'ransvaal should be a thousand |
times worse than what it was under

the Boer Government.  Since his ar-

rival in this country, he had notcome

across a single Englishma ‘whe had

not described the attitude of the

Fransvaal in the strongest possible

language, and he had heard that cven

in the ‘Trapsvaal there was a number

of people who were opposed to the

attitude of that Government.  What

he saitd was this, that they had got

the slrongust possible opinion at their

backs, and all they had to do was

to pul their views Dbefore the British

people in order to et their rights.

They must have tead in the Ly

Telesraph that there was every chance

of a Commission being appointed to

inquire into this quustion in the

Transvaal. ‘Therelore hue urged them

not to stop doing everything that was

in their power, but at the same time

to give credit where credit was duc.

He was hopetul -and confident still,

and he had got faith that the British

public woutd back theut up.

A Word for the Liberai Party

br. Lo 80 Covnser, LL.D,
remarked that no dvubt those present
had made up theit minds, like the
1rish people, to. continue that agita-
tion until the law was repealed.  He
went on to speak of the action the
Liberal Party had taken in the past
in relieving oppressed nationalities,
and asked them to tnink a bit before
making up their minds.that Sic Henry
Campbell-Bannerman was not doing
all he could du. Tt was contrary tu
all the traditions of the Liberal Parly
to say that they could atlow this thing
to continue,  The asked them to do
one thing and that was to appeal to

There were two questions to |

the English conscience, the Liberal
comscience. . They had eaqua] rights
wn Fngland, in Paligoent and inthe
law, ancl Lo say for wae singhe momeit
that any law  denying then cjual
rights i “one Colony could really
stand was absyrd and eontrary to all

pot believe for one moment that it
would stand when the neopte of Iy
laind realised what it meant,  Let the

P
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people readise it and know it, and
then they would go as far with them
as ever they cared in order to right
that wrang, ’

Many other gentlemen: spoke in
strong support of the first resolution,
among whom were Mr. I, K. Sinha,
Buaz-at-Law, and Mr. Deshmukh.

The Resolution was carried unani-
mously.

Second Resolution

Mg, B, Duii, M.\, LL.B., pro-
posed :

*That this meeting expresses its :t'p-
preciation of the ctiurts mude by the
South Afdca British Imdian Commitlee
+in this Lelalf,”

FHe said that this was not a new
question : it had been before “the.
world at large for several years. He
did not deny that any independent
scli-governing Colony bad the right
of excluding anybody they liked, but
he contended that that right shouid
not he exercised in the case of British
subjects. [t was a difticult subject
and ‘it was a racial question, - This
was not the first case of injustice, and
he was certain that he could quote
example after example if it was neees-
sary to do suo. The parting of the
ways had come.  Europe had thrown
down a challenge to Asiatics on more
occasions than one.  What they had
to do was to take it up (Applause).
Otherwise, there would be no rolution
of the question.  He commented on
the unaniiwity of the Mahomedans
and the Hindoos in this matter and
cuncluded by expressing his appre-
ciation of the sympathy shown by
many Eurapeans with the Indians in
this matter, '

Mg, 5. M. Maxca seconded the
resclution and expressed his inability
to understand why the -traders in the
Transvaal should treat Asiatics in
such a degrading manner.  On the
contriry he thought they ought to
honour  Asiatics because Asin had
produced many great prophets and
many great leaders,  Jesus Christ
was bors in Palestine and was there-
fore an Asiatie (Laughter), Therefore
tolook at Asiatics with degradation was
an insult to all the prophets and also
to Jusus Christ. It was 2 curious
thing that out of 4oo,000,000 of
British subjects, ~ 300,000,000 were
treated as if they were not human
beings (Shame). .
_ 'Fhe Resolution was unanimously
carried.

Third Resolution
Tue ox, SEcrerary proposed :

 That copics of these resolulivns be
forwarded to sufiering martyrs in the
Transvaal, the Colonial Secrctary of
Stare, the Secrelary of State for India,
the Culoniad Secretary, Transvaal, the
Prime Mimster, the Secrelary, Indron
Aanenal Congeess,® amd the Secretary,
Alindia diodem Lesgue,™

and said that the stability of the
Jumpire rested upon the collective
re.ounsibility of its members and that
they should e listened to as they
were ‘ebviously noet desiring for the
moutl. - . s
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Mp. Suarne Ay, B seconded.

The Resolution wuas ununimously
carried,

Votes of thanks were heartily ac-
corded to the various sympathisers,
to the writers of the letters that lnad
been read, to the I'ress, to the Chair-
man for presiding, and v the Jlon.
Secretary. The Meeting then  ter-
minated.

At the Heart of the Empire

A Monthly Survey

London, Febraary 1, 1903.

Yictery via I'rison

It is impossible to begin this
month's letter to Ixpraxy  OriNiox
otherwise than by words of sincerest

-aladness at the victory won by self-

sacrilice. 'To afl those who stood
steadfast for the. right of self-respect,
who surrendered their liberty, and
would bave taken without murmiring
the spoiling of their goods, is the
honour of the victory. The names

. of the noble; courageous, steadfast

" 1eaders will become houschold words ;

“it is an Indian victory.
- pondence between the Imperial and

Indian mothers may well teach their
children, as in days -of old, the story
of this struggle for justice and how the
victory was only won by way of the
humiliation of prison. . Mr. Gandhi
and his true followers have not been

* the first innocent men condemned to

loss of liberty for faith and principle ;

‘but prison has no effect upon such

heroes ; they came out not-only un-
scathed, but honoured. I must repeat ;
The corres-

the Transvaal Governments, published
this week, gous to show that the chiel
actors in the cvents which have
culminated in the imprisonment of
honourable citizens of the British
Empire were either biassed or weak,
The strength and courage of a desper-
ate struggle marked Indian action

throughout, so much so that * Even ¢
the ranks of Tuscany could scarce

forbear to cheer,’—which, being in-
terpreted, means that Reuwterand other
cabled messages told of  exemplary
conduct among Indians when they
were sullering most.  .An  Iodian
victory : a victory without bloodshed,
but a victory won by sheer force of
character. India truly is honoured in
her brave sons —and daughters, for we
have heard this week of wives desiring
to share the imprisonment of their
husbands—in the Transvazl.

I must add a f{ew words liere, too,
although these notes are hot usually
concerned with politics, about the
meectings held in Londun to protest ag-
ainst the degrading legislation. Thaton
January yth, under the auspices of the
South Africa Dritish Indian Commit-

" tee, was one of the most noteworthy

of the many mectings it has been my-
lot to attend. The ecrowded hall
represented many thousands of sup-
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porters who could not be present and
the widest differences af thought and
opinion in religion and politics were
completely sunk fu unanimity on this
one point: the injustice suftered by

His Majesty™s Tndian subjects in the |

Transvaal. The difficulty which arose
Detween the rhairinan, Lord Ampthill,
and Mr. Frank Smith was only one of
degiee not of opinion.  The Labour
Leater wanted to go much further
than the resolutions of the emergency
meeting, and demand  equality  for

British subjects in all parts ol the Km- !

pire; but this wide demand included
the moderate’ and urgent one of no
prison, no deportation, no compulsion.
Only a few days ago the Indians in
London organised another meeting
hecause they feit bound to let their
voice be heard in protest and their

b sympathy expressed fur the sulferers.

Sir Manchéerjee Bhownaggree made a
fine defence of the Indian position
in aspeech at the New Reform Club
carly this week when already the first
tidings of a change ol attitude on the
part of the Transvaal Government
had Legun to be known, Next week
Lord Ampthill in the House of Lords
and Mr, Harold Cox and Mr. O'Grady
in the House of Commons will bring
the subjeet forward.  This continued
pressure of public opinien will be all
to the good: it wiil kecp attention
focussed on the question and ensure
satisfactton. :

C.Iut Mr. Gandhi and his staunch-

supporters are not only fighting their
own battles ; Transvaal Indians have
rendered in this crisis a splendid serv-
ice to all Indians, whether in India or
in the Colonies.  They have shown
that Indians can give up comfort,
possessions, position, and everything
that makes lile worth living for the
sake of honour, sell-respett, and jus-
tice. Their example will strengthen
the hands ol reforniers in India; it
will prove to the wide world that the
colour of u man’s skin does not affect
his character ' and his seil respect.
All honour, T repeat, to the Indian
heroes and heroines of the Transvaal |

Frost and Fog

The frst month of the year 1908
will lung be remembered for its sharp
frosts and dense fogs.  The cold of
the early days of January was intunse,
but even such cold, with all the sufter-
ing that it brings to the poor, was
preferable to the terrible fous that
followed.  Although London was in
darkness for several days and the only
people who benefited were the artilici-
ab light companies, yelthe Metropolis
did not have amonopoly of foz. The
whole of the Dritish Isles and the sur-
rounding seas were enveloped in dense
mist and numerous accidents happen-
ed. At the Hook of Holland there
was nearly a repetition of the disaster
of the S.S. Herlin which took place
last year, but this year mercifully no
lives were lost.  Railway, Motorear,
and street acaidents have occurred,
some of them being fatal,  When we
are told that the loss to London of a
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whole duy's fog amounts to ncarly
500,000 we begin to wonder why
our Lord Kelvins and other scientists
hive not sulved the problem of clear-
ing away the smoky durkness,

v Pomp and Reality

Irascinating as is-the appearance of
a beautiful Quedn, robed in royal er-
mine amd sparkling with jewcls, scated
beside i gracious King, happy in his
people’s devotion, in a Cinderclla
Coaélg‘ of- glass and gold drawn by
magnificent. cream coloured ponies,
gaily caparisancd, and evidently con-
scious of their bonour and respons-
ibility, the royal procession from
Buckingham Palace to Westminster

and even the stately ceremony in the
House of Lords, when it glitters with

lovely women and jewels, can only be
regarded as the outward show and
pomp of Parliament., The reality
Legins when men lay aside ceremonial

attire ‘ind push open the swing doors.
-of the House of Comnions, taking

their places with the determination to
help forward  valuable - legislation,

In this week’s pomp and ils reality,

there have been several noteworlhy
incidents.

liament and was caused by the sufltag-
ists who broke through, onc at a time,
the police and the military, and tried
to present a petition to the King him-
self, I only the carriage windows
had been open I believe they would
have succeeded ; but though there was
Bright sunshine there was a cold wind,
and panes of glass came between the
militants and their monarch.  That
they visited nearly all the Cubinet
Ministers the following morning at
breakfast time ‘at their private residen-

The first occurred during -
the procession to the Houses of Dar--

cies may have buen a way of relieving -

their feelings, but some of them are
in prisun for this latest escapade.  In
the House of Lotds the first impottant
business—aiter a would-be: peer had
been dislodged from his seat—wad the
rjuestion.of Lord Curzon’s election as
a representative Irish peer. Dut all
ended well and the uncertainty which
marked the ex-Viceroy’s attitude as he
hovered on the fringe of the assembly;
changed into exultant  satislaction
when he was stmmoned to take the
ouath as a member of the House of
Peers,  This is the end of the story
ol whieh T noted down the facts some
days azo and which will be found in
another paragraph.,  In the House of
Commons the enthusinsm  which
arected Mr., Asquith’s aunouncement
of satisfactory: negoliations regarding

the Tramivaal Indian Crisis was most

marked and should augur well for the
coming debales.. The return of Dr,
Rutherford, M.I%., fron1 his Indian
visit i3 a matter for congrrtulation
and he is determined to speak out
plainly in the House of Commons
concerhing what e has seen in India.

(Zv be continued),
' OnSERYER,
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' I
Expressions of Thanks to
the Rev., and Mrs. Doke

The following letter has been ad-
the Hamidia Islame
Socicty to the Rev. J. §- Doke: ‘
Dear Sir—I beg to inform you
that, at yesterday's meeting of the
Hamidia Islamic Society, the follow-
ing resolution was unanimousty
passed — T : ‘
»« That this meeting of the Hami-
_ dia Islamic Society desires to place
on record the expression of its
deep gratitide to thc.R(_:v. Doke
and Mrs. Doke for their kindly and
charitable assistance to our feltow-
countryman and leader Mr. Gandhi |
in his time of physical need.  The
warm sympathy that Mr. and Mrs,
Dioke have shown to Mr, ‘CGandhi
we regard as a token of their feeling .
rowards cvery British Indian ; and .
this meeting desires to acknowledge -
its recognition of that broad and
humane feeling -of brotherhood
manifested by them.”

I am, . -
_ Yours faithfully,

(Sd.) Iniast Anpoot. CADIK BAWAZELR,
Chairman, Hamidia Islamic Socicty.

Johannesburg,
z4th February, 1903.

1

" The following is the complete text

of the address presented to the Rev.

Mr. Doke by the Khatri section of

the Hindu commanity of Johanunes-

burg, on Thursday week (—

The Rev. Joseph J. Doke,
Johannesburg.

‘Reverend and Dear Sir,—-We, the
undersigned, belonging to the Khatri
section of the Hindu community,.
beg to thank you and Mrs. Doke for
the very kind treatment given by you
to our brother Mr. Gandhi. We know
that you considered the work to bea:
matter of love and duty. It has
endeared you, we aré surg, to the
whole Indian community, and you
have shown in.your action the nuble
example of a Christian gentleman. |

As a slight token of our esteem, .
we beg to present you with the ac-|
companying for your acceptance. We -
pray to God that you and yours may .

be long spared to continue works of

. modliuess.
We beg to remain, )
Reverend Sir, a3
Yours respectfully, .

NAROTANM KALIDAS,
GOPAL LITAGWAN, i
PARBHOO VALLABH,
DAVARAM DUAGYVAN,
SOOKER LANMIPAS,
DAMODER FARIR,
CANGARAM KALIDAS,
MAKAN]I DOOLALH,
RATANIT RAUTIUNATH,

T RANCCIOD TCHIUARAM,
DHAGVAN, JAGHIVAN, ‘ ‘
BHULA SUKHLA |

© British colony.

them, o o .

¢ mimistration, by the sale of obl pernts, that
Lis no reason o change o whole community

. previous Crown Colony Government, which

“Indians settled o the T

- berlain,

, may he poasible Toras fo armn;

!
The Britisli Press on the
Indian Question.

- Further Selections

“The Times "

As o nation we ke fitle eason o b
proud of the treatment pow heing mwled ont
t wur Indian fellow subjects in the Trans.
vaak, A shiphier grievance which they Dl
against the Sowth Africay Kepublic was in.
c}m!ud inn our Bill ol charges against President
Kriger's Government : and onr slatcanen,
amuily uthers Mre. Chamberlain, Lond Lans-
duwne, Lont Sdborne, and Mro Lyttelton,
ealarged upon the injustice of the Repubilicna
Law of 1885, which enfurced  registration
and Liid down conditions as Lo resitlence,
But if-the Republican Governnment ehastisad
the Taddians with whips, since the anneation
of the Trawsvaal they Dave been chastised
with scorpinns. Not only uve all the old
testrictions heen muintaiovd, bat additionad
disabilitics have been impuserd,. o 0 4 L
We only refer now to the treatmeat of those
Indians already legally domiciled in she
rountry: These mew, the very same un
whose hehiall we made protests in rsog and
previousty—for, Broadly speaking, o other
Iwrdians have bheen allosed into tie Transyead
since the war, though some newconwrs may
have shipped - are now buing sitbjeeted w
what they repard as an ity areater
than any tu which tifey have llcun'subi-:cl\:(!
hefore the Jand they e liviog in was o
They presumalily had reuist-
cred Lhemsebves nndder the republican faw:
since thew, s some guestion agose s o e
validity of this registzation, ther voluptarily
agreed, on Lord Mijner's advice in 1oo3, t
reprister themselves anew with full formakities.
{n giving this advice Lord Mileer stated that
no farther repistration would be asked for
. IU s easy enough to”
wnderstand that the Trunsvaal, having onee
detenmined to prohibil nmigration of Asta-
tics, should wish that all in the country
should] e eastly identified, but what is not
so casily comprehensible is that it should e
necessary ¢o expruss snch vpen dishelicf in
Ul dona fides of those legadly domicited in
the country and 1o make them feel that they |
are being  tremted like pariabs. Taetful
hamdling of the persound ligeity of 2 prowd
people, especially prowd hitherto ol their
British citizenship, might lase suygested
somte less olmoxions method of seeuring the.
Arid exclusion of newcomers; even if some
abuses had “erept in dpartly oning to dux al.

with the practice. . . . .iT'ossibly if his
{General Smuts’) own Goternment and the

is cqually responsible, had consulted some ul
e tending Inedinue before consmitting them-
selves to adelinite metbod of identilweation,
these difficultics micht have boeee avoidud

Cand with e the scandal of Lh_-p_uﬂingl

Britisht subjeets lung settled oz Diritisd *
Colony. . |
It nest he rementbered in consgderings this
questivn that in Cape Colony, where the |
white pepulation is of thu same sock as in
e ATransvaal, not ouly o Indians bave

- frecdum of commerce as well as the clectoual
frumchise, but even Kaffizs have a vote

This extraondinary severity, thurefure, aainst
vaitl ean hieplly

Ly in the o

avise [tom any inherent neces:

——— ——

"% Morning Post ”

At tlie Colonial Conference ol 1397 the
pusition wis fully explained by Mr. Gl !
Anmply recognising thuir {the Cola-
pies’) instinet of natiopal sebl-preservativg,
the Secrtary of State sug;:c.-«'lc(l that, u= 1o
aards restticting Asiatie immignition, **id
1 ca form ol
words which will aveid Bating the fedding.
af nne of his Moje-tys arhjects”  The
seananter ol coppttlaory registition which 1he
Transuid Govermnent purpose tu enleree |
ohvionsly  comflict with the principle  laisl
down i 1897, . 0

| wensch

* Sunday Sun™ .

What onglt w trmbic the politieal con-
seicace” of the Biritish people i thot the
prievance, whetlier small or large, b= real, amld
that wgilabors, with whalvser molive ey
way peak aind et will have solid ground
for their eliticivan of 1 Bntish Governmente

We carnet help repietting that the Colo-
Divs o not <bow o livelicr poreepiion of the
Tmperial point ol view, 10U preadly o be
regretied that the Tiawavaal Government did
ned Take pains o remove the note uotiensive
features ol Ahetr legislation.

“The Nation"

The new et diseriminates in favonr of
Viddizh, the bastasd toneue of - Faeopean
Jewry, sl omziest the anciemt Tanyunes
spohen by humbreds of willioes of our L.
porial eitizens, wheea standard ol euljore soul
eivilisation is, we shoold ey, quite as hivh
as that of the * Pemvian,” or Jewish, cab-

e (I||' Juhanpesbure, It s awstinst Uis

finnt stamp of servitude that the Fast Tidisas

of the Transvaal have <ane out ina kiod of
passive revolt, The wroigs ol these helploss
settlers,  the roftess of whicl, ws Lanl
Lavsidnwne declarei in 280, the Fanpress of
Tinkia wias ** powerless 1o seemte at U huaneds
of a small South Afriean Siae,” have leen
multiplicdiines 1 State passed uneder the
rale of Ier successor, amd kg Vdwared has
been wele an ivnerenl accomplice in e
s hedutey ™ el thowsands of hissabjeet..

Y Westeen Morning News

 Daetors andd harristers who Tave the miss
fortuee 1o be dudde of skin wnat choose
Letween baving their linaer-prints taken as
though they weie convicts and boiwz depors
teel wnd mained within twenty o hoore,
The Crarin all hisalory pever ained at such
atoerdic proceedings.

“ Dundee Advertiser ”

Certainly the action of the Transvial is
warthy of the terms hiarsh, barbarous, severe,
The Dritisie Indians constitnte a0 sincularhy
docile vlenvant in the colony,  No complaing
hes been bboad amainst them o inbactable-
ness of bclhcieney i the fomns of - Jabour
they ondertake,  As traders thicie suecess is
walbing to the white men, beembiwe Lhe simp-
ler habiits of the British Indizn and bis con-
tent with a biwer seale of profit make him an
annoving competitee, © Some of the nwn
again.l whom the Statute is aimed are higthly
educated, . . White people simply
cannol be urzed vut of the bedict that o free
innmieration of Asiatics impails e standaed
of white civilisetion.  The belief stiows no
very higle degree of eadicltenment ; Lalerance
i ahsent fFom i ¢ violenee iien wccampan-
s it Hostility fo the Asiutic has both g
racial and ceongmic rovl.

“ Northern Whig "

The injn tier and the hushnes: of the
treabment whick las Leen meted ont to Indis
anrs residdent in e Tramsvaad by the Tran..
v Governmient have created 2o profonnd
an dmprecion, am! e o stesaly reprohated
i this country, e it f5 ot mater for
surptive, It eutlainly one fur satisiaction,

“that o strony Conitice has been formed i
. Loudon in eoler to defead the rights of onr

Indian felowesttbjects, . o . I Yoopire
means anythivg the action ol the Trans-
vaal Governeienut 3= grossly inconsistent with
it.

PR
——— ——

Gy ol Berneiesoers” Nest
we hope 1o publish the first

poartion of ¢ Gaol [apueriences,” speci-

Calty written for INpaN Oristex, by

Alr, ML K. Gandhi,

¢
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A Letter -to ““The Tirﬁes ”

ter which Z#%e Zimes printed in large
type —_ '

_even who call themselves Imperialists
“in this country to the disastrous effect

treatment to which British Indians

i

Conscrvative Government, in spite of | most limited provincialism.  Every

' urgent entreaties from India, showed * warning had been given that it was

_ .  no mare inclination than the present : a matter which must be - treated from
«Indicus” wrote the following let- -

Government to face its Imperial an Imperiat and foreign point of view,
responsibilities in this matter, though “with the utmost delicacy, and the

. , _in some respects it was in a much - protestation on behalf of.our Indian
Sir,—The ‘indifference of those’

better position to do so, for it could j subjects wade before the war coukl *
have grasped the nettle with relative | hardly have been entirely forgotten,

the d > , ease duribg the transitional period of |  The pews, as we said, is epportune,
upon British prestige in India of the .

are being subjected in the Transvaal .

shows, 1 fear, how slight is the in-
terest taken by the British people in

the great dependency committed to '

_their trust. .
My long acquaintance with India
enables me to remember how the first
- despatch’ of Indian troops to Malta
“and Cyprus in 1878 was justified - to
the Indian people as a recognition of
their title to share all the honourable
* privileges of membership of the Em-
pire. In 188z and in 1885 Indian
contingents fought side by side with
- British troops on terms of unchal-
lenged equality in Egypt and in the
Sudan. They bore on the same terms
the brunt of the relief of the Peking
Legations in 1900. Though no In-
dian troops were sent to South Africa
" during the Boer war, it was the assured
loyalty of the Indian Army which

enabled the Imperial Government to | thankfulness that we are able to give
send 10,000 white troops away from | this intelligence this morning, and we

"India to save Natal from invasion,
. whilst the manifold services rendered
.by the Indian military administration
materially helped to supply the defi-
ciencies of the military administration
‘athome. Yetto-day neither the King’s
coat nor -war medals can save an In-
“dian veteran in the Transwaal from
indignities usually reserved for felons.
At the present moment, when sedi-

. tion is rampant in India and insidious
efforts are being made to tamper with

_the loyalty of the native Army, what'

, will be. the impression produced by
-the story which these thousands of

|
|
!

|
|

' bat for the just and equal and consi-

Crown Colony government. It is a | In the first place, the sentiment of
question for the conscience of the | honourable obligation in this matter
whole nation, and the longer it shirks | had been very deeply stirred at home,
that question the more disastrous will : as has been evident from the accounts
be the results. ! of the various public meetings, and,
Lfpom the correspondence and articles
: . which have appeared 'in the Press. .
. . . The whole problem of "Asia-
“The Times” on the !.iic immigration is sgdiﬂicult, and of-
Transvaal Settlement . |such -pressing importance, ‘that it
should not be complicated by ques-
{ tions of what virtually comes to be
Cthe treatment of individuals, = But
Lesides the feeling of honour involved -
i at home, in India there is a very ser-
_ious movement of public opinion to
,be reckoned with.  One of the most
surprising features in the, Blie-book
on the subject is the curiously halting
protest of the Indian Government,
“and it is evident from news which we
i have recently published that Mr. Mor-
:ley’s more emphatic language was
' much more representativé’ of opinion «
- in the dependency. Several meetings
: of protest have already been held in
would congratulate all who have taken” “India, but that held in Bombay last
part init. More .especially does it | Wednesdayis of particular significance.
seem to us that praise is due to Mr. ' It is not often that Indians of the
Gandhi and his friends for the victory | Hindu, Parsee, and Mahomedan com- .
which they have won for their cause, ! munities meet lor a common object
as they have consistently refused to ; as they did on this occasion, under
accept any scttlement which did not 'l.-the auspices, too, of some of their
meet lhe cause of their humbler " most eminent leaders. The’ Aghu
gompatriots as well as of those in ; Khan, who recently headed a most
more influential positions. For it | important Mahomedan deputation to
must be remembered that the fight ; Lord Minto and is the acknowledged .
which has lately been waged in the 'leader of the Indian Musulmans,
Transvaal has not been on.the ques- . presided, while among the speakers
tion of Asiatic immigration generally, was Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, one of
“the .most influential leaders of the

The Temes of the 315t ulto. has the
following leading article :—

‘The news which we publish this
morning that the Transvaal Govern-.
ment have made a notable concession
to the Asiatics on the guestion of
registration comes at an opportune
moment. DBy the terms of the con-
cession, the chiel objection delt by the
Asiatics to compulsory registration is
entircly met. . . . . Itis
with feelings of the -most profound

unfortunate British Indians will bave . derate treatntent of men not merely

, to tell of their ejection from a British . British subjects, but such as have al-

- - colony under ail those conditions of ready acquired the right of being at
+ ignominy -against which, only a few | any rate denizens in the Transvaal.

years ago, when they were inflicted by =~ Any one who has read through the

the Republican Government ‘of the = Blue-book o the question will wonder

. Transvaal, the Imperial Government ' chicfly that some suchr compromise

- +-50 loudly and strenuously protested 7 | was not thought of earlier, betore the

Nor is that ail. It is well known in . fecling of impatience among Europ-

India that the Govertment of India, Ceans and of injustice among the J\Sia:

at any rate, has for years past urged

! Hindu National Congress party. All
" the 7,000 persons assembied condem-
! ned in np uncertain tone the treatment
. of their compatriots in the Transvaal,
| and appealed to the British Govern-
. ment and Parliament for redress. A<
"recent writer has suggested that '
' nothing is so likely to unite the East
 as this question of colour ; this is one
reason why Parliament and the-

upon the Imperial Government the

- duty of protecting the British Indians :

: ties, which our Correspondent dep- | Empire should look into the matter
lores, had been aroused, . .. in a broad spirit. Another’ reason

believe that any earnest
could have been

attempt
made belvre their

, patriots in Asia; and it is difficult to )

issite to consuit the feching of Asiatics |

b4 g . . The. regolations issued in June in ! lies in our great responsibilities to In-
in .‘?outh Alrica against the arbitrary | gecordance with the Asiatic Law \
action of the Colonial authoritics, ' Amendment et appear to have quick-
and the people of India will not be | ly aroused protests {rum the Asiatics
slow to note Low once more the voice  in the colony and from their com-
of the Indian Government, omnipot-
-ent in India itself, is powerless in
London whenever the interests of In-

+ dian subjects of the Crown are deemed
to clash with those of the white sub- | in administering what at best they re-
jects of the Crown. t garded asavery harsh Act. Indeed, one,

_ This is not a party question. either ' of the mast deplorable aspecis of the
in the Transvaal or at home, for un-{ whole husiness is that, at first at any

fortunately the British clement in the i rate, nobody i the ‘Fransvaal, whether
Transvaal is just as callous to the | Government or Opposition, BEnglish
Imperial interests at stake. in this | or Boer, seems to have looked at it at
question as the Boers, and e late l all from any peint of vlew but the

ldi:_x and the credit and privileges
| which we altach to. membership of
the Bmpire, '

3.

Tie Native ArFraIrs -SocieTy OF
| THE TransvaaL. A Society of the
* above name has row ‘been definitely
‘ formed, of which among others, Mr.
i FI. S; L. Polak has become a founda-
| tion member.  The aljéct is to study
| the Native question, and to formulate
a broad, libermd, and practical Native
policy throughout South Africa.

*
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Mr. Gandhi’s Ass‘ault

A Press Incident

|

. lﬁcuséd Sent o Priéon

Full Report

[Sprcian TO INDIAN Opl.\'_lo.\'] ,

" The charges of assault in connec-
tion with the attack on Mr. Gandhi

" and others on the 1oth instant came
before Mr. Jordan in D Court ‘on
Wednesday, the 1¢th instant. Mir
Allam Khan and Abdul I{ahmaq were
the Accused, the former being a
Pathan and the la_tlter_ 2 lxopkqey-.
Both pleaded not guilty. The indict-
ment, which was slightly varied {rom
that put before t_hc: ‘Court on the
previous occasion, included a charge
of assauit on Mr. Essop Mia, Chair-
man of the British Indian Association,
and to this Mr. Van Diggelen, who

"conducted the defence, took excep-
tion, as he said he had not been noti-
fied of the additional charge. )

" The Magistrate said that he would
grant a2 remand if it appeared that the
additions in any way prejudiced the

. defence. _ o

- With the consent of the Court Mr.
Van Diggelen made a statement bc_fc;rc
the Public Prosecutor proceeded. “He

wished to draw lhe attention of the

‘Court, and to put forward a strong
protest to the Court, as to the attitude
taken up by the local press in regard
,to the case, He did not doubt for one
moment that they would get all justice
from the Court, that was not the rea-
son why he brought it up. The unlaw-
fut and malicicus way in which the

_ local press gave the reports in this case
should, he said, be stopped. He re-
ferred especially to the Zransvaal
ZLeader, which had given a repott of

the casc containing the names of “the

people who were supposed to have

struck and everything. That was gmssll himsell.

contempt of the law of the country—
to put the whole case into print where
the people had not been even before
the Court. The second point to which
he wished to refer was an article in
the Darly Mail, where the reporter
from Lydenburg said that the Prime
Minister in his speech said, about the
assault on Gandhi, that he (General
Botha) had suggested to General
Smuts that the assailants should be
* deported. He did not believe ihat
" the Prime Minister would make such
a statement, and it showed how care-
. tul the press should be. )

The Magistrate : We shan’t take
notice of what the press has saud.

Mr. Van Diggelen: Iwish to show
publicly what our feeling is about the
local press. )

Mr. Essop Mia was the first witness
called for the protecution. He des-
cribed himsell as a wholesale mer-
chant of Newtown,  Johannesbfrg.
He knew the Accused, and recognisad
them ap the assaitante who, on oti:
day, Februpy cuth, as .nbam v-A5
RN, firanibed wiiisde ad ?\f:mm

1

—— e .

1

Tstep of Messrs,

“with a stick:
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Gandhi, Naidoo, Desai, and others,
in Von Brandis Street. The Accused
asked him where he was going, and
he replied that he was going to regis-
ter. ‘I'liis occurred at the corner of
Von Drandis Street and Presidenot
Street. Witness and  Mr. Gandhi -
were walking first and were near Aot
& Gibson’s offices. Immediately after
the above conversation, the first ac-
cused, Alir Allam, struck Mr. Gandhi
with a stick on the back of the neck
and knocked him duwn. ‘T'wo or’
three miore men then ran up and
struck Mr. Gandhi, and witness and -

others present put out their hands to

prevent them. Witness received n
blow on the finger from Accused,
He was struck once .
only. The other Accused had a piece
of iron in his hand, and, when Mz,
Gandhi was thrown to the ground,
he struck him on the head and back
whilst he was on the ground. Mr. '
Gandhi was struck several times, Wit-

ness did not know how many blows

were struck. Witness then went away
a few paces towards Messrs. Arnot i
& Gibson’s offices and, standing on -
the door-step, he called out for help, ’
stating that they were killing Mr.
Gandhi. The Accused assaulted Mr. |
Gandhi and himsclf becavse they
went to get registered.  The Accused
told them not to go to the Permit
Office. Witness then stated to them !
that everything was settled with the !
Government and that they were will- |
ing to register. He himself received |
a slight graze on the hand. Mr.
Gandhi was hurt severely over the:
eye, mouth, and head. ‘Fhe first.
Accused said that he bad killed Mr. :
Gandhi, and then left him.
Cross-examined :  Mr. Gandhi fell
down. He fell forward, somewhat |
sideways. e saw. several people |
strike Mr. Gandhi with a stick, He !
saw both the Accused strike Mr, |
Gandhi un the face. He saw that |
There was a large number |
of people around, including white |
men, who rushed up to help, Hel

i could sec cverything that went on '

from where he was standing on the
Arnot & Gibson’s{
oflices. The white men came up after
the end of the assault. He saw about |
§ or.io Pathans strike Mr. Gandhi, |
The first Accused had a stick in his |
hand. The first Accused did not talk |
to Mr. Gandhi before the assault. It |
wis apother man who spoke. There !
was na other conversation.  The first |
Accused did not ask Mr. Gandhi why !
he first made them take the oath not !
to register and now he himself regis- |
tered. Nor was it true that Mr. .
Gandhi had said that he was going to
give 18 digit impressions, and that
the others should do se as well. Nor,
again, was it true that Mr. Gandhi
said to the Pathans ‘ You people
are—." Il was not true that the Accused
had said * First you betzay our cause,
and then you insult our prople,” He
did net see AMr Naidoo goindg up
With g stick 2 hit thy fieel Aecrbsed,

. ot been to prison.
go on the day when the others were

that stick away and strike Mr. Gandhi

‘with it, , He was Chairman of the

He had
He expected to

British Indian Association.

released. All Mahomedans had taken

an oath not to register under the new
Law. They did not swear about fin-

ger-impressions at all. It was the

same to witness whether he was asked

to swear on the Koran or to' give his

word. He was not aflowed to break

an vath; Al this had nothing to do

with the case, because nu oath was

broken. :

Mr._Schuurman, the Public Pro-

. secuter, objected to this cross-gx-

amination, but the, Magistrate said he
could take it as proof of provocation,
In re-examination, witness identi-

- fied the piece of iron tube and a

thick, hooked stick. A third stick
which was produced he identified as
havipg been in the hands ot another
Pathan, who, however, was not ar-
raigned., '

Medicial Testimony

Dr. James Alexander Thwaites
statecl"that he was a edical: man
practising in Johannesburg, He saw
the two injured persons on the rath
Febtuary at the oflice of Messrs,
Arnot & Gibson in Von Brandis
Street about 10 a.m, "He examined
them. " Mr. Gandhi was lying on his
back in the room, his mouth covered
with blood. He cobfirmed the cer-
tificate which he had granted. The
wounds {rom which Mr. Gandhi was
suffering consisted of 2 cut on the
cheek, two cuts on the upper lip, and
an abrasion over the left eye-brow.
Two of the front teeth in the upper
jaw were loose. Mr. Gandhi also
complained of pains in the right side
of the body, but no bones were
broken. There weré no bruises on
the back of the head. " He was badly
hurt, and was in bed the best part of
the week. He sent him to 163 Smit
Street, were he stitched up ‘the
woonds, putting one stitch in the
cheek, and two in each of the wounds
on the upper lip. The wounds did
not prove serious. They ‘might have
been "produced by blows {rom ‘the
stick or the piece of iron produced.
Cross-examined, he stated that it was
possible that when Mr. Gandhi fell
forward to the ground the cuts were
caused by the stones on which he
might have fallen. Asked if it was
more probable that it would Have
happened’ that' way, witness replied
that he would not say it was more -
probable ; it was possible. X

The Magistrate : At any rate, Mr.
Gandhi was badly knocked about.
Yes.

Mr. Alexander Pitt, a bricklayer,
Mr. F. Coleman, a stoker, Mr. Irvine
of Massrs. J. W. Jagger and Co., and
Mr. Gonlabbhai Desai gave cortobor-
ative evidence.

35:@ Hoosen paid that he knew all
the 1an vho wers wpick, apd s
wwn Acnperd,  Heowes with Mp

pire Shh b e D iter Areiend dakc ) Leangihy p che IR Hjerbionag 4
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Pathan asked “Where are you going 2"

Air. Gandhi replied *“To take ont

registration certificates.” A Pathan

tth inguired whether they were going |

to give 10 Im;.,Lr-prmlq. Mir Alhm
did net ask this (quustion.  Ile was
standin: ol the back of M Gandbi.
o Gandhi on the
back of the neck with a stick like
the one produced.  Mr. Gandhi fell
an his side,  Mir Alam struck Mr.
Gandht two or three blows when on
the ground. The shorler Accused
kicked Mr. Gandhi two ar hree times.,
He produced a piece of iron pipe,

which he had half-concealed in his

Fie strack Mr (:mdln with

slecve,
that on the back.

Cross-examined : - Mir Allnn said
that Mr. Gandhi was dead.  © Let
him be.”  He did not hear any other
conversation, nor did he hear Mr.
Gandhi  using  insulling  Janguage.
Those who committed the assault
were Pathans. e himsell was a
AMussulman.  The Accused were not
talking to Alr. Gandbi. He did not
see ‘Nawab Khan present. e re-
cognised Nawab Khan in Court.

Mr. Thambi Naidoo was “then
called. Ile at first expressed his
desire not to give evidence.
informed by the Magistrate that he
was bound todo s6.  He said that he
was a cartage contractor. He was
with AMr. Gandhi from My
Gandhi’s office to the registration
office, on the mornitg of the 1oth

“instant just hefore 1o o'clock, to re--

frlster with Mr. Yssop Mlia, Mr
Gandhi, and sevéial others.  In Von
a tall Pathan asked
they were all going
Gandhi replied they were going to
the Registou's Oflice. In reply Lo
the question “ why,” the answer was
“ to register””  Asked how they were
soing to register, Mr. Gandhi had
replied “Any way you like—cither
hy signing your name, or giving twa
thumb-prints, or ten (nger-impres-
sions.”  Immediately, Mir

struck Mr. Gandbi a blow on

“back ofthe neck with a stick similar

to the one produced.  Mr. Gandhi
immediately lell to the sround. Both
the Accuosed struck Mr. Gandhi whilst
be was on the ground, as well as a
third man. Alir- Allam rfepeatediy
struck Mry. Gandhi and would not go
away. Abdul® Ralman struck  Mr.
Gandhi with a picce of iron while he
was on the ground.. There was no
provocation to anyone.
Cross-exaniined :  He had no stick
similar to that produced. It was net
this ; nor did hé cver carry one. Mo |
was one of those who were arrestid
and sent to goal. He was a Hindu. :
He was one of thase who had signed !
the letter of settlement with resard |
to registration.  He had never heard !

Mr. Gandhl use such words as thase

Gandhi never used
foul language, There was no bad
feeling at al 1“”"‘"].1“'.1”'1{11!08’(' rerally.
Thy oih el bBon talen not (e acnepe
e Regsiration Aet I hoad oo ihing
v 60 wish x,i.;:'.r.;i'«in.p.s.:.m,.... Lhsy

alleged.  »ir.

’

i
but was

Mr. -

Allam

'
|

had explained everything to ' the peo-
ple, including all the terms of the
settlement.  On Thursday night, on
his release, Mr, Gandhi had addressed
a midnight meeting, giving full ex-
planations.  ‘Fhis had been repeated
on the following day.  The majority
were cquite satisfied with the settle-
ment. At that time, finger-prints had
not heen decided upon, butihe people
had been informed that the settlement
might be that once thumb-print or ten
hnger-prints should be given,  What-
rever it was, it should be loyally ac-
peepted. Lverybody was quite satisficd
about the settlement. There were
about 20 or 3o then going to tiwe
Registration Oifice on that morning,
Lh(.y were now registering close” on
250 a day.

The case for the 1’1o€ceul.10n then
closed.

The Defence

AN Van Digzelen strongly protested
agninst Alr. (nndhls absence, as he
said that his clients' case was pre-
judiced thereby.

The \hqibnalc intervened  and
said that, in his opinion, the Accuseds’
case was more favourable,

Mr. Van Diggelen then asked for
the discharge of the second Accused,

there were was no cevidence agninst
him, but the Magistrate pointed out
that there was plenty of evidence
s against him so far which had not been
rebutted. . ‘

Nawab Khan was then called for
the defence. - He said that he was a
member of the Rallway Police Force,

He had now got his billet back, He
knew the Accused Mir Allam. He
I had known him about 12 years. 1le

Mir Allam had
He bere a good
There were no complaints

" knew him’'in India.
served under hin.
character.
1 stgainst him during. his service.
, himself had gone to prisoh. e was
i a Mussulman Rajpoot. - He had been
made a Jemandar here. - e had the
rank of Serzeant-Major in India.
Jemandar was equal. to Licutenant.
When he left the prison, he knew
nothing about the secttlement. He
did not_ ask about it. He was very
sick then, Afterwards, Pathans came
to him and asked him about it, and
he told one Abdol Kader to write a
lutler to the Chairinan of the Dritish
Indian Agsociation. No reply was
! received.  They knew nothing abom
I

J

it up to that very day. ' He did not
understand the present position. “hey
P were told at first that if they gave ten
finger-impressions  they  were  dogs.
I Now, they were asked to give them.
He Lnuld not understand that. lln,y
had taken the oath not to register,
He admitted, however, that, on the
day mcnt]oncd and at the time al-
leged, he was nol present in Von
i Lirandis Street at al, * He had re-
i mained at his honse.
Cross-examined :  He remarked
that Messry, CGandhi and Naidoo had
siid that they had settlad the master
Vof rcz.xslrwu': mth the Government,

Abdul Rahman, on the wround that |

Ile’';

l

‘Nawab Khan's house.

Ife himsclf was not satisfied. He
did not tell anyone to assault’ Mr. .
Gandhi. He had-not registered since
then. ]

Ladhasingh stated that be knew
both the Accused, He had only
known the shorter’ one since the

assault.,  He remembered the goth
I'ebruary.  He was at DBoksburg on

that day. 1ITe was not present at all
when the assault took place:

Mr. Van Digaelen informed the
Court that the last two witnesses had
told him that they were present at
the assnult,. He added “ Owing {0
the attitude of the press, my witnesses
are afmid to come forward. Everyoue
Knows that the Government are the |
complainanis.” - -

The first Accused, Mir Allam, then
pave evidence on his own behalf,
He said that he had come from Ben-
‘oni on the Sunday previous to the
assault, and had afterwards gone to
He told Na-
wnb Khan that he had heard some-
thing about a settlement, and asked
what it was, He was working on the
Modderfontein Mine, and had come
to inquire about registration. Nawab
Khan replied that he did not know
what had been scttled and that ac-
cused should go and ask Mr. Gandhi.
Om:Monday he had asked Mr. Gandhi
on Von Brandis Square what arrange-
nients had been arrived at, Mr, Gan-
dhi replied that 18 finger-imprussions
and also ten finger-impressions must
h:, given,  Ac cused then told Mr.

Gandhi that he had ealled a meeting
'uul that' the meeting had sworn on
the Koran not to give ten finger-im-
vressions, and now he wanted them
Lo do #t, Mr. Gandhi then called them
—in English. Ie then caught Mr.
Gandhi by the bead and asked him’
why he was swearing at him.  Then

Naidoo came up frow the back and -
prodded  Accused with “his  stick.
They were first of atl walking, and
then when Mr. Gandhi swore at him
théy stopped, When he turned roumd
and saw Naidoo with the stick he at-
tempted to strike Naidoo.  Mr. Gan-
dhi then intervened. The Accused
struck him, and Mr. Gandhi fell. Me
did not strike him afterwards, 10 he
hind strack him hard, heswould have
killed him, He had not struck him
at all about registration, but on ac-'

feount nfthc: .ll)llbl\{} lan'fualr(. used,

Herhud no intentior ol assaulting
Mr.-Gandhi ; be was going away.

The Magistrate 1 That knocks the
bottont out of your defence, Mr. Van
Diggelen.  Your own man distinetly
says that the assault was net on ac-
count of registration, Inﬂ on acconnt
of bad lanrrua"e.

Accused said that he had no inten-
tion of quarrelling with or hurting
Mr. Gandhi.  He was sorry when he
found out that he had hurt him. It
was all done'in hot blood. He did
not see Abdul Rahman, nor did he
sre him atrike Mz Gandhi, | He ab-
snlutely denied striking M (-.)naih:
when wis tha ground,
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Cross-examined : '\\thun Naidoo
prodded him with the stick, Me Gan-

Ahi interfered and tried to throw him -

down.  Ile first steack Alr, Gandbi

and then Naidoo,  He met Mr Gans
dhi at the office and went on {rom

there. . 1Te was with Mr. Gandbi the
whole time.  He took the stick frf:up :
Naideo {whom he identified).  Nat-
doo did not have an umbrella, but a
stick, - He never admitted at the .
Charge Office that the stick was  his.
He siruck Mr. Gandhi on accounl of |
the abuse and not on account of Tegis-
tration. AMr, Gandhi tried to throw
the accused dawn, and caught him at

" the back, on the shoulder. He strack

Mr. Gandhi on the back one hiow
and knovked him down, but did not
strike him on.the face when down.,
‘I'he second accused, -Abdul Rah-
man, said that he was present near’
Von Brandis Street-on the 1oth inst-
ant at the time mentioned,  He went
with My, Gandhi frem the othee,

ing. Mr. Gandhi replied « What has |
that got .to do with you, you— — ",
(in English), Mir Allam got angry |
and struck once at Mr. Gandhi on the !
back of the neck. Naidoo then came |
to the back of him' and caught him. I
There were no more blows, Wien !
Naidoo went to strike, Mir Allam |
spized the stick which was in Naidoo's |
hand.  When the quarrel was over, !
he himself went away. He never

- saw the piece of fron produced, nor .

e

,said that the case was a very clear

did he hit Mr. Gandhi with it when

the latter was on the ground.

This closed the case for the de-
fence. o

Mr. Van' Diggelen in addressing the
Court confessed that he had partly
failed in his defence, but he pointed ¢
out that the accused did not go .with
the intention of assaulting Mr. Gan-
dhi. '

In giving judgment the Magistrate

oie. “I'be assault had been proved
amainst both the accused.  Ile might
add that Me. Gandhi was.well known ;
to him personally, and he was perfect-;
ly. sure that Mr. Gandhi did not usc
the words alleged against him. . iTe
did not - think anyone  could -be
Lrought forward to say that Mr. Gan-!
dhi had used bad language. Tt was |
from his personal knowledge of the !
man that he could say that he (M. }

|

Gandhi) was not o man to use words

of that description. It was an assault

ol a very unprovoked description.
One knew what these Pathans were—
a very ignorant race, and when they .

got an idea in their heads one cowld sim[_)ly : . ;
. Hesentenced cach of Indian community to aid the Govern-

not get it out.
the accused to three .month’s havd
labour. - ‘ . i

With reference to Mr. Van Digucl-

en's statement, the Rand Daily Muil
representative states that the words
wlluded to were made by General”
Botha!

- \ ; i . 1
Ixpiax Mait, For Bombay direet,
per S S, Uacawis, on oLy abodt)

-i

Jaamh pil : . T

" gust at not being attended to.
Cwriter 1s convineed, however, that the
Mir Allam asked where they were go- ¢

Cmany  splendid
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Registration Notes

Registration continues to praceed
smoothly. ‘ae great difticulty is that

there are not enough officials to cope

with the work.  Since Monday, three
officials have been taken off and sent
down ta the hall of the Chinese Assa-
ciation Lo undertake the registration
of Chinese there. This has weant
tremendous pressure of work at the
Vou Brandis Square Oftice, and the
ofiicials have not been abic to cope
with the difliculties with which they
have been faced. It seoms a great
pity that extra assistance has not been
obtained, because, with the Miice
working short-handed, it has meant

. that very many people have had to

wait one or -two days before ~they
could et registered, and, in some
cases, they have gone away with dis-
The

officials at the Von Brandis Square
Offtce have done their best to deal
with those who have attended to

i make application. The various oflices

have Been overcrowed, and it has not
been pobsible to take applications as
fast as they have come in.  "There
are eight officials at the work, three
of whom, as have been stated, are
dealing with the Chinese applications
alone.  ‘There seems, tao, to be great

i congestion in Pretoria, Decause very

few registration certificates have so far
heen issued. At the present time, the
certificates of those only, who have
stated that they intend to go to India,
are being sent dowa to Johannesburg,
the others being-dealr with in o very
leisurely fashion, It seems that the
fites haye to be very narrowly scrubin-
ised, 2nd, as a result of this, men in-
tending to' leave for India have ap-
plicd-day after day for their registm-
fion certificates. It is hoped that the
whole of the Chinese witl be disposed
of by thizend of this week.,  On Sat-
urday last. the number of registrations
was 1750, including 23 Chinese: on

Monday, 159 Indians were: registorad

and 85 Chinese: on Tuesday, 156

Indians and 130 Chinese were dealt !
Tuesday, thercfore, was 2 re- |
cord day, for 306 applications in all;
‘The applications  for .

with.

were  made.
registration have been somewhat com-
pligated, too, by the fact that many
people from outside districts  have
come into Johannesbury in order to
make application,.instead of waiting

. until they were required to do so in

their own towns.,  But this, of course,
testifies to the anxiety of the

ment in every possible way, when the

! community is consulted in regard to

matters alieeting it It is certain that
the Government could never have
carried through the registration so
successtully as it has been done so
far, without the active assistance of
volunteers  from
amongst the Indians and the Chinese.
Tucse bave given up whole days to

u . r
(. work of Laping the regetration

officials, either by way of translating,

interpreting, keeping order, or making
| various explanations that might have
been necessary.

Mr. Doke’s Thanks

The Rev. Mr, Tloke writes to the
Ediutor as {ollows :—Dear Mr. Polak,
Kindly allow me to express through
Ixmax Orixiox sincere thanks to all
those Associations and friends, who
setit me such appreciative mwessages
during the recent trouble,  The num-
her is very large, and T am quite un-
able to reply w them separately. The
little service which my wife and 1
were able to render to our friend

Mr. Gandhi, or to the cause of
Passive  Resistance, was  rendered
ghadly, It was a privilege, and

descrves no thanks. It is, to both of
us, 4 great pleasure to see one of the
buest of men, who has sufiered so

perfurm his duties, ond the Passive
Resistance movement ending so hon-
ourably to you all. '

With regard to the future, I trust
that our Asiatic friends throughout
South Africa will strive eamestly to
realize that high ideal of manhood
which for 2 moment was the gubling
star in this struggle.  They have now
to ‘make good among their [ellow-
culonists the claims w consideration
and respect which they have advanced.

they fuil to do so. It is comparative-
fy casy to © play the man™ during a
few mouths when everything is at
stake & it is dillicult to settle down,
in quict timwes, to the drudgery of it
But 1 am convinced that a people
capable ol sustaining so nobly a
Passive Resistance movement which
requires such qualities as forbearance,
persistenee,  selfdenial, and. obedi-
ene to consclence, is. capable
of all  that is nceded in the
effort to materialise  that  beautiful
ideal: ¥ Dest of all, God is with us,”
and so long as we scck His Dlessing,
atl will be well,
Yours laithfully,
Jusern J. DokE.

T GOVERNMENT AND THFE ASIATICS,
It is 2 great pity that certain “Fransvaal
newspapers ase endeavouring so far as
lies in their power to depreciate and
minimise the part played by Mr. Bmuts
and Mis colleagues in the scttlement of
the AAsiatic question. Surely we might
support the Trnsvaal Government in
what was admitedly a wmost dithicult
situation. O it it is necessary to point
the moral (arther, thuse writers might
Cemuiate the execltent example  set
| them by Gandhi and his colleagues.
! It is not the first time that the Asiatic
i has displayed more dignity than the

Western. It may be questioned
whether any hetter conclusion than
that arrived, at could have bLeen
srrived ot G0 Fodlids Avts

much fur his people, again able 1o,

We shall be bitterly disappointed it
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