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EMERGENCY CONFERENCE AT JOHANNESBURG

S.A. 1. C.

DEMANDS

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS TO CEASE

IF BILL PASSED

N urgent Emergency Couference of the South
African Indian Congress was held among
great enthusiasm in the Trades Hall at the

great golden city of Johannesburg on the 35th and
6th October, 1930. Ever sinoe the publication of
the Tranavaal Asiatic Land Tenure (Amendment)
Bill, the Indian commaunity of the Transvaal Pro-
vince was greatly upset and the Indian community
of the Union generally was gravely concerned in the
fate of their compatriots in the Transvaal, Ubder
these serioms circumstances the delegates from
varioas Provinees met at an Emergency Conference
to discuss the effecta of the provisions of the Bill
and after matare deliberalion t0 come to a final
decision in the matter in tho name of the Indian
community of the Union.

The following officials, members of the execntive
and the delegates were present at the Conference :—

Mr. A. Christopher, President, Mesers. S. R. Naidoo
and E. Mall, Secrotaries, Mr, 1. B. Patel, Treasurer.

The Transvaal Indian Coungress was represented
by Mr, Jooseb Ebrahim (ardi President T.I.0., Mr.
8. B. Medh Secretary, Mr. Cassim Adam Vice-
President, Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney, Messrs. P, K.
Desai, 8. M. Desai, execative members, T. M. Pillay,
M. G. Patel, L. V. Patel, Bandhoo, Mooss Master,
Mabomed Jasbhay, C. B. Deeal, Ismail Dadabhai,
Allibhai, I I. Hazaree, Moosa Bhayat. Dawcod
Boolacky, B. M. Patel, D. M. Narsoo, Moodley,
Ebrahim Aswat, Ramlal Mooln, Baboolal Maharaj,
K. J. Tavaria, . M. Minty, W. Ohhita, T. Moorga-
sen, Goolam Manjes, P. Lagunbarthy, Billimoria,
Moosa Seedat, Vallabh Kaiyan, Mavjesbhai Patel,

Dalput, M. P. Fancy.

The Natal Indian Congreas was representad by Mr.
8. Rustomjes President N.1.C., Measrs. P. R. Pather
and A. L. Kajee Hou. Secrelaries, Messrs. R. K. Khan,
V. 8.C. Pather, executive member, O, H. A, Jhaveri,
M. D. Bharoochi, M. A. Motala. G, M. Asmal, Ismail
Yawda, A. D, Motala, J. D. Vawda, Ismail Bhayat,
1. M, Motala, Temail Gora, K. G, Ginwala, A. Sook-
deo, B A. Meghraj, H. J. Meghraj, R. K. Naidoo,
R. B. Chetly, D. 8. Chetty, K. K. Pillay, O. J.
Christopher, Shaik Himed.

The Cape British Indian Conncil was repregented
by Mr. H. K, Gool President, Mr, A. Ismail Hon.
Becrelary, Mr, Kssa Alli Treasurer,

The following were pressnt on the platform :—

Sir K. V. Reddi (Agent to the Government of
India), the Mayor of Johannesburg, Prof. Watt
(President Indo-European Council), Dr. and Mrs,
Ellis, Members Indo-European Council, Hon, E,
Baring Secretary to the Agent, Mr. V. G, Reddi,
Mr. Ricketts and many European friends,

Before the opening of the Conference prayerg
were offered by Molvisaheb, Mr, Shelat and Rev,
B. L. E. Sigamoney.

Welcome By Chairman Of Reception
Committee

Mr. Mayor, Sir Kurma, the President of the '
8outh African Indian Congress, Dslegates from the
various Provinees, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Transvaal Indian Congress I
extend to you a hearty welcome to this our Golden
City of South Africa, at this Emergency Conference
convened by the South African Indian Congress,
To some of you this may be the first visit to this
Province and you may be surprised at the greatness
and magnificence of this City situated on the high -
veld. So when you leave this Province I hope and -
trust that you will carry away pleasant memories
of the kindness of the Rand people, Johannesburg
i8 well kmown for its hospitality to ite visitors and
I am sure that your short but useful visit will be .
a happy oue,

To the Mayor of this City I extend a hearty
welocome in our midst and I am happy to record
this fact that whatever the policy of the City Council
may be we have ai all times found the various
Mayors in office ever ready to extend to us the
Mayoral courtesy appertaining to that high office.
We have found that the Mayors of this city have
fally realised that they are not Mayors of any one
particalar section but that they are Mayors of the
whole populace, irrespeetive of rasecs, colour or
creed. On behalf of my comntrymen I extend to
you Sir a eordial welenme thia morning.

I will be failing in my daty it I were not to
extend & special wslcome, to this onp momantous
Conference in the history of our people in this
land, to the Agent of the Government of India, Sir
K V.Reddi. Iam happy that he was able to be
with us to-day, for the Indians in Soath Afriea
realige that in the Agent we have a trne and faith-
ful friend fol of geal, love, compassion for hig'
brethern, who have been unfortunately placed in
a position-that calls for gnidance and advies from
him in onr most diffcqlt period.

I am happy to resord the fact that owing to
your representations on our behalf when the Trans-
vaal Deputation met you in Cape Town early this
year, the Asiatic Tenure (Amendment) Bill was
postponed which gave ug a breathing epace so that
that we might consider the Bill in all ita aspects.

The Cape Town Agreement between the Govern.’
ment of India and the Union Govenment raised
!!llgh hopes in the minds of the Indlian community
in South Africa that the venemoas head of racialism
had been slain by the co-operation of the two
G_overnmenta to bring peace and harmony where
distrust and hate raled. The world hailed the
Agreetqent as settivg 2 geal wpon the racial fneds
and racial legislation that axisted, and thanks giving

[ Continued on page 33‘9] R
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A\ V7E publish ig thié issue a full
account of the proceeding of the

Emergency Conference, which
was convened by the South African Indian
Congress and held at johannesburg on the
5th and 6th instant. Having regard to the
irili)‘éflfaﬁf:é ‘of the sdbject, ' which it was

o (A % 3 ao 1w a® a0 [ . .
askéd to discuss, the opinion freely expressed

was that it proved a momentous and success-
ful Conference.

The Conference after being formally
opened by ‘the Mayor of Johannesburg and
addressed by the Agent, Sir K. V. Reddi
at ‘onceé resolved ilsélf fnto a Committee
under the able chairmanship of Mr. R, K.
Khan, and proceeded to discuss the provi-
sions of the Biil. The debate on the Bill
whs as forceful as it was moderdte and the
effects of the Bill were clearly explained.
After a lengthy discussion, the Couference
cihe to & 'unanimous decision that (1) the
Bill should be withdrawn, (2) it was a viola-
tion of the: Cape Town Agreement, (3) it
ithposed disabilities upon Indians in regard
to their trade, residence and occupation and
deprived them of vested rights, (4) that it
aimed at compulsory seg-egation, and re-
quested the . withdrawal of the Bill. The
second paragraph of the resolution asked

that 4 Round Table Conference bé convened

to review the situation that has arisen, and if
the Governiment ‘of India failed in this, a
request was made that diplomartic relations
should cease between the Union and [ndian
Govlerntiedts and the Agency be withdrawn.

. The solution, we must admit, is an im-
portarit one. It brought widely into dis-
cuszion an interpratation of the Capetown
Agreement, and.the Conference felt ‘that

under the Agreement 4 cise can be made’

out against the Bill.

‘That the Bill introduces segregation and
deprives existing rights, no one can doubt.
Many new principles are introduced into ft
to the detrimient of the Community. It even
disturbs degisions of Courts, whick fortified
and made clear the position of Indians in
the Trahsvaal. - ' '

We should like to justify the passing of
the resolution, basing our facts on thé
Agreement. The two main features of the
Agreement are Repatriation, now called the
Aisistéd Ediigration Scheme, and the assur-
ance givea in the Uplift Clause, namely, the
uplift of the Indian population to the full

extent of their capacities and opportunitics
50 (Hat they will not be allowed to lag behind
any other sections of the people.

It is interesting to vecall how Mr,. Sastri,
who #vas then Agent to the Government of
Indf, interpreted the “Upiift Clause” before
thefNatal Indian Education Commission ; —
“It is true 1 helped in the writing out,
f this paragraph, as in the witing sut of

other paragraphs. 1 would say that this

sums up the goal, as it were, which the

Union Government would keep in view

- in fts work of uplifting the Indian popu-
lation. Interpreted broadly, it would mean
that the communal way of looking at these
quéstions should be dropped; that is to say,
tnat in considering what should be done
for a community you must not ask: Who
are they, which community do they belong
to, what is vheir complexion, and so forth?

But you must consider their capacity to

develop by measures of uplifiment, and

whatever they can turn to their advantage
must e afforded to them, That is to say,
take education, with which we are primarily.
concerned at the moment. In considering
how much education an individual should
receive, the question should not be asked:
What community does he belong to, whete
does he come from, how much tax doés
he pay, but what is his capacity? How
much education is he capable of receiving
and wirning to his advantage 4nd t6 ithe:
advantage of the community? In other
words, he must be an efficient member of
the efitire community, as efficient as he'
can be made. Education and other faci-.
lities must be afforded to HKim in the
measure that will draw out of him the
best of which he is capable, to make him

a most useful member of the communiy.

That, it seems to me, is the ideal which

generally is held up for the Government;.

and the Union Governnient said that they
would be actuated by that ideal in dealing
with the Indian community.” :

But what does this Bill do? [t certainly
repudiates this interpretation, Not only
that, it repudiates the assurance given in
and kills the spirit of the Agreement. Itis
a challenge t5 the ‘community that Indians
are still regarded as “aliens,” The Bill
places our people on the defensive, and the
course adopted by the Conterence, as pro-
tecting the interests of the community, was
the only and correct one,
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prayers were offerad in Churches, Mosques and
Temples in the two great countriod for the Seitle-
meut of the great Indian qaeation.

The peace and tranquility which the Indian
communily evjoyed for a time, bowever, was
radely disturbed by a bomb shell being throwa
into the peace ring in the nature of the Asiatic
Terinre Bill. For 2 mowment the ahock stunned ua
and we then maw a picture in which we saw the
GQovernment of Sonth Alrica delermined to wipe
us out of the Transvaal. Our hard earned waealth,
our life's enterprise, oar honoar a8 a race belonging
to that ancient land of the East all being mercilessly,
ruthiessly, unjustly attacked and oar annihilation
was tha one motive with which the Government was
inspired, regardlees of the injustice that woald per-
putrate if they pat their desired intentions into
actuat practice. The great ery of the Indians in
this Province has floated over the boarders to the
neighbouring Provinces, and you, my brethern,
have heard this anguish ¢ry of yoar conntrymen,
and you have come here to confer with yoar fellow
delogates so that a way may be found out of this
difficalt position. '

You have come here sinking all differences yon
may have had; realising that 8 hooge divided against
itself is bound to fall, and I desire to urge upon
you most serioucly the absolute necessity to pet
down to real work and expedile the bnsiness tha
will come up for your deocision, :

The clarion catl hag been sounded for the &ons
of India in Sonth Africa to rally round the banner
that has been unfutled and in the name of God I
uppeal to the noble sons and daughters of India to
stand shoalder to shonlder this day and to declare
to the world that nothing will prevent wa for
making the grehtest sacrifice for the etduncipation
of our people to live in peace and harmony with
the other races 'of this great land., I, on behalf of
my counirymen appea! to those in aathority who
profess to be s Christian Government that in the
pame of their Master who is 4 lover of Peice, to
give us that Pease for which Ho camé to this world.

In conclusion I have pleasure, Mr. Mayor, in
requesting you as chief ¢itizon of thia city to formally
open this Confereitce, ‘and before doing so, I ask
the President of South African Indian Oobgress to
gorland you and oaor distinguished Agent, as a
mark of our high estcem and respect in which we
hold youn and him. Co ’ '

The President Mr. A. Christopher then garlanded
the Mayor and Sir Kurma Reddi.

Mayor’s Welcome

The Mayor of Johannesburg Councillor D. Ander-
son thereafter formally opened the Conference and
in welcoming the delegates said that he associated
the name of Sir Kurma Reddi with his remarks, and
felicitated him on his restoration to heaith which he
said, ot long ago waq thé cause of great anxiety.
Mr. Anderson connselled moderation in their deli-
berations 6o that their final decisions would recoive
the consideration they deserved.

_ Reply To Welcome Address

Messrs. Sorabjee Rustomjoé aud Mr. A. Isiniil on
behalf of the Natal Indian Congress and ‘the Cape
Britigh Indian Council respestively made suitable
replies tb the address of welcome by the chairman
of the Receplion Coxnmittes, :

Sit Kurma Réddi's Speech
Following the opening of thé Conference by the

Mayor of Johannesburg, the Agent of the Govern.
meant of India, Sir E. V., Reddj, aald ;:—

Befors 1 say something concerning the purpdse
for which yon have met here to-day, let me con-
gratulate you on your being able to secure the gobd
wighes of the Mayor of this city and to get the Con-
ference opened by him. Itis no smill honodr o
you. It augurs well. Johannesbarg §s the modt
populons city i the Tranevasl if not in the whold
Union and the Mayor is the first citizen snd repre-
sentative thereof. It does mot necebsarily follow
that he accepté everything yon may ask for. Bat it
cerfainly 18 an index of the gnod will of the Euio-
pean community and of a desire to see that ¥6a ave
dealt with jostly and fairly and that ho whdue hard-
ship is caneed {0 you. If you present your case in
a ressonable and appealing manner, I have & firm
faith that there ia o large section of the Europetin
population in this province which hesitates to do an
nnnecessary wrong or an undeserved injury. On
your behalf I tender my heartigst thanks for the
gracious manner in which the Mayor has agreed to
open this Conference.

I next congratulate you for effecting a wunion be-
tween the two conflicting sections of the Indian
community in this place. Ever since the Transvail
Indian Congress was formed in 1927, some -of the -
members of the oid Travevsal British Indian Aeso-
ciation were not only reluctant to join the newly-
orgunised body, but even worked separately. But a
common danger bas brought the twé sections to-
gother and to-day you are able to speak with one
voice. Again it angors well. That union is strength
is an old saying, the truth of which' can never be
doubied. Your upited appeal is boand 1o be heard
with the consideration it deserves by the Union
Government and the Union Puirliument. The resualt
is in the laps of the Gods but I see you have been
doing everything possible to secure a reasonable, if
not, a generons settlement of the momentous prob-
lem with which you are faced.

Several esubiects affecling yonr interesls will
presently engage your attention; but by far the most
important of these is the Agialic Tenure Bill which
is now on the anvil of legislation., The Hon’ble the
Minisier for the, Interior has very graciously and
generously given all concerned sufficiont time for
the consideration of its provisions by postponing thw
discussion of the Bill till the next scesion of the
Parliament. We have thus had safficient time for
study and we have some time before wa for making
the necessary representations to the Government of
India and the Union Government. For my part [
have placed a gcrod deal of material before the
@overnment of India. You know, however, the
conditions in India at present and the diffienlt prob-
lems which are absorbing their time. Bnt I am in
a position to assore you that this matter has been
from the begining, receiving their best attention.
It would appear from the Slar of the l1st instant,
that a correspondent had written, that I world to-day
explain to you the aititude of the Goveroment of
India as regards this Bill. 1 regretf to say that 1 am
not yet in a position to do that. The matter is atill
ander their consideration and no definite decigions
have yet been reached. It is only after they arrive
at uch decisions, that they ‘can authorise me.to
make representalions to the Union Government for
their consideration and to explain to youn the position
of the Governmént of India or 'to oonéhf,'ydu'r
wishes with regurd to that position. Further it will
be useful and even essential if yon can make your
wishes known to the Government of India before
they come to any decision, a8 té the representations
to be made. T e

1 do not propose to enter into the details of the
Bill. It has been before you for some time and the
South Africab Indian Congress has piublished in
book form, ndt only the Bill but alse ils rémarks
showing how, in ita opinion, its provisions affact -tha



Indlan community of the Tranevaal. It is for yon
now to go into c¢ommittee and formulats what
objections you may have to the Bill, so that they
may be presenied in a cleat and oconcise form, ani
to make the necessary representations {0 the Union
Government. In doing se, however, I earnestly
appeal to you to be moderate and thoughtful in
speech and to refrain from using stréng language.
Tor atrong language i8 alwnye a mign of weakness.
I realise that the feeling in the community runs
high, bat I do hope that you will not allow it to get
the better of your judgment. I also realise that
thore is a general apprehension amonygst you that
clauses 5 and G of the Bill providing for the crealion
of defined areas for Indians will lead to sach areas
being set apart ootside bnsiness centres, though
within municipal limite. These youn fear woald be
ipdistinguoishable from lecations and ruinous te your
trade. If this is g0 you will have to make concrete
proposals providing for a more favourable solution.

There are several provisions in the Bill which go
beyond the existing law, and you will have to state
how those provisions will affect yon, and if you
think that all or any of them are unnecessury, you
will have to give reasons and convince the Union
Government that such provisiona should be dispensed
with. On the other hand if you are convinced that
. some changes are inevitable, yoa will have to state

other proposals whick, while carrying out the in-
tention of the Government, might yet he so framed
and worked a8 not 10 cange you any injnry or harm.

Farther such questions ay the following require
your utmost consideration, The first and foremost
of thess—as I have already mentioned—-is the pro-
posed solution of the difficulties in regard to Indian
residence on and ococapation of proclaimed land, by
the creation of defined aress for Asiatica, The
gecond question of importance is in regard to the
method of the grant of licences to Asiatica in the
futnre and the new provision to the effect that a
licence must be refused to an Asiatic applicant who
cannot prove his right lawfully to ccenpy the pre-
mises on which he proposes to carry on his hnsiness,
Thirdly, there is the qnestion of ownership in
which several departures wonld appear to have been
made from the existing law, notably the prohibition
of Indians acquiring any shares in any private com-
pany holding fixed property in the Transvaal and
the further prohibition of the indirect holding of
land throngh European trustees and nominses, long
recognised by law, as well as the not very adequate
protection given to existing ownora. Further there
are apecial questions in regard to Springs and to the
oceapation by Indians of deproclaimed land. In
view of the exiating law contained in soction 26 /2)
of Act 35 of 1908, you will no doubt have something
to say a8 regards these provisions and will soggest
concrete proposals to meet the wishes of Committee.
Then as regards the question of residence, you will
consider the effect of the Bill on a number of poor
people such as hawkers, walters and others similarly
sitnated who wonld require some place of residence
cloge to the locality in which they carry on their
work.

Ia conelasion I have only to say that the Bill is

a complicated and far-reaching measure requiring
the deepest study as well as minate and carefal
examination. I therefore hope that you will apply
your minds to it with the greatest diligence and
will formulate reagonable saggestions which are
likely to be of practical valne to yon and as far as
possible acceptable to all concerned. I wish your
Conference every success.

Presidential Address

Mr. Albert Christopher, the President of the
Conference then read hid carofally prepared address
which we publish below ;=—

Mr. Mayor, 8ir Karma, Follow Delogates, Ladiea
and Gentlemen,

The existence of onr coantrymen in the Trans-
vanl is baing threatenod anid we are wmet In this
Emergoncy Confuronce to consider their position
particularly in rolation to the Asiatic Land Tenura
(Amendment) Bill, which will come befora Parlia-
ment when it re-assembles in January next.

The Bill has come asa ranle shock to oar com-
munity in the Teansvail, for it takes away all
olementary rights and perfects every reetriction
against them, and proposes to provide defined areas
for their tra-le or residence or for bath purpnses.
Our countrymen, according to the Bill, will be
furced to live and trade and work in defined areas,
oxcapt those who are protectod by Act 37 of 1919,
and thoss who are menisl servants, Whether oar
conntryman ig a prefossional man, n clerk, a book-
keeper, a ghop wuasistant, 2 skilled or semi-skillad
arlisan or any kind of workmnan, except unless he
be a menial servant, ho a8 an Indian will not be able
to work anywhere outside a defined area, and in a
defined aroa he a8 an Indian will have to work for
other Indiane, He can never hope, no matter what
his qaalification or training may be, to work oatside
a defined area for any Earopean as he is an Indian
and as such his physical presence in any place out-
side a defined arca is illegal.

What will he do when he is 80 segrogated 7 How
will he earn his living except by working for cach
othor in a '‘defined” ares. His fisld of employmont
will be restricted and he will have a poor chance of
earning & living. What will ho, as a business man,
do? Hs will bave no choice of site, no choice of
castomerg and oven he will ba restricted in the
choice of the nature of his buainess, for the class of
basinesi he may choose will depend upon the kind
of customers who may come into a defined area to
buy from him, He will have these and other
econoinic disadvantages to contond with, and he
will ala» be sobject to the Industrial laws of the
country and also to other Jaws.

Whers will they, I ask, give him a defined area ?
There is no place in the Transvaal where there is no
restriction or impadiment against Indians occupying
or residing in such place: He cannot form a com-
pany to own fixed properly and oven a company
formed to trade cannot own its fixod property. All
rights the Courts have found in his favour the Bill
takes away. If he livea, trales or works, unless he be
a menial servaat, outside a defined area, he will be
liable to be punished. Nowhere doea the Bill better
the condition of our connirymen. It is a Bill, which if
it becomesa Law and i8 applied to oar counteymen,
will work their gradual degradation and in time
their axtinction a8 a self-raspecting and useful sec-
tion of the Transvasl. Thers i much more in the
Bill, which imposes fresh and new restrictions on
oor conntrymen. The Bill with relevant matters
will be placed before you and you will eee how
sorious tha pasition of oar eruntrymen is.

They are faced with segregition, To-day segre-
gation stands self-condvmned. Segregution when
puat into operation reduovs the people aff2cted by it
to the conlition of helatey. This happans the more
quickly when such people are a disenfranohised
people a3 wa happen to be in thiz ¢ aatry with no
voba to inflasnce iu any way the local Coaneil or
the Legislatnre.

The Gandhi-Smats sottlem nt of 1914, which was
Iooked upoa by ua then asa Magna Charta was to
give us a new life in this coantey, for in it we saw
the promise of a gradnsal improvemnnsnt in onr lot in
this conntry as the (Government promised sympa-
thetic administration of the laws and the proteotion
of vosted interests; and we believed that there
would be no more restriative legislation against us.

Immigration, free and restricted, was stoppad, and
again we believed and hoped for mueh when
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General Smnta at the Imperial War Conference of
1917 said, “The fear which formerly obsesred the
settlers there bas been removed; the great principle
of restricting immigration for which they have eon-
tended is on our Statute Book with the consent of
the Indian popniation in Sounth Africa and the
Indian authorities in India and, that bheing so, I
think the door is open now for a peacefal and
statesmanlike solntion of all the minor adminiatra-
tive tronbles which ocenrred and will ocenr from
time to time.” Awmin we were disappointed, for oar
tronbles have never coased.

Again when the Capetown Agreement was made
by the Union and Indian Governments, we believed
that there would be no more legialation restricting
us and that gradually our position will improve and
in course of time we wonld be given citizen righta,
but we find that Muanicipalities, Provineial Councils
and Parliament itself are passing restrictive legisla-
tion againat v, Wae accepted the Western standard
of civilisation and we are endeavonring to do all we
ean to adopt Western standards of life, but on the
other hand every disconragement is placed in oar
way by the powers that be legislatively and adminis-
tratively. Most of o8 who live in this country are
South African born and with the passing away of
those who came from India the Indian community
in the years to come will be eniirely South African
born in character and ontlock,

If segregation is forced on our people they will
be reduced to a state of eervitude. They might as
well be dead. Onr community will then have to
eonsider once more passive 1esisiancs ag a means to
maintain onr self-respect and our right to live as
homean beings in a civilised country.

I enjoin upon you to consider the Bill in all its
aspecta and come {0 & nnanimons decision. In my
own hmumble opinion the Bill is a vi:lation of the
Cape Town Agreement and is in conflict with the
ideals tbat set in it before us.

Gentlemen, you will aleso have to consider the
attitnde taken up by the Cnmmissioner for Asiatic
Affairs a8 regards onr countrymen who returned to
the Union before the 5th Jnly last in terms of Aect
87 of 1927, persons who were in possession of Regis-
tration or Domieile Cerlificates,

Our Congress submitted, when this Law was a
Bill, a memorandum with reference, among other
matters, to the question of domicile as follnwa:—

“ With reference to Section 10 of the Bill
which defines the term “domicile,” we beg to
submit that if it is intended that all persons,
who are now absent from the Union, and who
do not retarn within three years from the date
of departure, shonld lose their domicile, then it
would be hardship on those who to-day PoBiess
oither the Transvasl Repistration Certifieate or
Natal Domicile Cerlificats and who have re-
mained ontside the Union for more than three
years relying on the validity of and the protec-
tion afforded by theae Certificates, We there-
fore would ask that a Clagse be added giving
Buch persons sufficient time after the passing of
the Bill within wbhich to retarn to the Upion”

to which the Secretary for the Interior replied as
follows :—

"I_t ia not intended to apply the provision
dealing with l0ss of domicile after three years'
c_ontiuuons absence from the Union retrospect-
tively and to make this parpose quite clear the
following words will be inserted in Section 10
at the Committea stage of the RBill after the
word therefrom “or from the date of the eom-
mencement of this Act whickever may be later.”
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The Bill was then passed with the amendment as
indicated by ths Secretary for the Interior, bnt now
the Commissioner for Asiatic Affairs refases to per-
mit perrong in possession of a Certificate of Registra-
tion or Domicile Certificate, who have returned to
the Union before the 5th July last to bring in their
wives and minor children or ismsne to them Certifi-
cates of Identity on the alleged ground that they had
lnat their domicile while they were in India and
that they munat reside here for a continuouns period
of three years from the date of their return to the
Union to re-acqnire a domicile, The result is that
these persons cannot bring their wivea and minor
children for thres years and consegunently they must
live withont their familiesa for that period. The
prenent attitude of the Immigration Department is
not in keeping with the assurance given by the
Secretary of the Interior when the Bill in question
was possed into law. '

The Natal Indian Congress is concerned abont the
people who are engaged in banana farming owing
to the importation of bananas from Lorenco Marques
into the Union. In eonsequence of this, banana
farming in Natal has been gerionsly snffering and
banana farmers and others engaged in that businees
in Natal are in distress. Your support will be askad
in the representations to be made to the Union
(Government with a view to winning their sympathy
to pnt a duty on Lorenco Marques b nanaa in order
to protect this industry in Natal, a8 Government h
been pleased to do in other indnstries. -

Gentlemen, let us appenl to General Hertzog and
his colleagne and to the Ropresentatives of india at
the Imperial Conference to come to an honourable
nnderstanding so that acts of oppression, snch as the
Bill indicates, will not be imposed on our people
and that we may be left in peace and be afforded
equal opportanitics 1o beeome in God's good time
Nationals of this coantry—the conntry of our birth
and adoption, ¢ C

Gentlemen, lastly, I appeal in your name and in
the name of all that is saored, noble and junst to the
Union Government and to the Government of India
to consider the position of the Indians in the
Tranavaal Provines so that legislation which will
make their position worse thanit is will not be
pasged ggainst them.

After the presidential address was read it was
moved by Mr, Kajes and seconded by Mr. 8. M.
Desai that the Conference be adjourned till 2-30
p.m,

Afternoon Session

The Conference re-assembled at 2-30.
R101 Disaster

The Prerident made a sympathetic reference to
the terrible disaster that attended R 101 and the.
logs of valuable lives, the delegates standing as &
mark of respect.

Late Messrs. Jack Moodley And
Cassim Meer

The President also made sympathetic references
to the deaths of Messra. Jack Moodley of Darban
anc_l Cagsim Meer of Dundee both of whom were
active members of the Congress. The delegaten
rose as a mark of reapect,

The Cnnfrrence then went into Committes, Ad-
vocate R, K. Kban presiding.

The delegates dircussed the Transvaal Asiatic
Land Teunre (Amendment) Bill for nearly eight
hours section by section. The Conference also dis-
cnseed the question of Banana farming in Natal and
the various questions concerning Immigrationy
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especially the unsympathetic attitude adopted by the
Commisgioner. for Emmigrtion and Asiatic Atfuirs in
regard to the rights of Indiane domiciled in the
‘Ucion on their roturn to South Afriea by refnsing
them permission. to bring their wivea or to obtain
Certificates of Identity on the ground that they
have lost their domicile, The Confernncs discnsse:d
thege various matters and after full and matare
delibarations the following resolations were passed :
. Resolution 1.

1. That this Emergency Conference of the South
Africap, Indian. Congress held in Johaonesbnrg on the
bth and Gth October, 1930, at which are represented
the Na'al Indian Congress, Lbe Trapsvaal Indian Con-
gress and the Cape British Indian Couacil, representing
the Indian community in Sopth Africa, views with
grave apprehension nod aelarm the Transvaal Asiatic
Tenure (Amendment) Bill, which it solemuly deolares
is wholly unacceptable to the lndian community on the
following grounds, viz:—

(a) That the Biil is. a violation both in letter and
spirit of the Cape Town Agreement,

(b) That it impoges dirabilities npon Indians in
re:ard to their trade, residence and occupation,
snd:deprivea them of their vested rights in the
Trangvasl Provinoe, and

(o) That it aims al their compnleory segregation
und their ultimate ruin in that Province.

This Conference therefore respectfnlly urges upon the
Union Governmegt to withdraw the said Bill and to
introduce neceesary legislation giving relief to the
Indians in that Province, - )

2. That in the eveat of the Union Government de-
lining to withdraw the Bill, notwithstanding the protest
of, the commnnity, this Conference earnestly reqnests ‘tha
Government of Indis to. presa for a R mnd Table Con-
ference to review the sitpatien that has arizen affecting
Indians in the Transvaal, Iua the event of the Govern.
ment of Tndis failing to sconre a Riund Table Cinferencs
afqrementioned, this Confercocs further regnests it to

iatimate to the Union Government that diplomatic

relations between - the two QGovernments should b con-
sidered to have censed, and to withdraw ‘ita” Agenoy in
South Alrioa ng a protest against the B I,

Moved by Mr. Sorabjee RRustemjee, seconded by M«
A Tsmsil, supported by M-ssts. P, K. Daai, 8. B,
Math, A, L Kajee, V. 8 C. Pather, Advoocate Khan,
D. M Nursoo, M. G Patel, E M. Patel, K. J. Tuvaris,
Ramlal Moolg, A. Khan, Cassim Adam and 8. M, Desai.

"The resofution was éarried unanimnosly.”

. ‘ Resolation 1.

This Emergency Conference of the Sicth African.
Indian Uongress emphatically protests againat Lhe
ninsympathetic attitule adopted {:y tlie Commission:r for
Immigration avd- Asia‘io ‘Affaire, in dealing gene-ally
with the [adisn com.nuaity especinlly in rezarl Lo the
r?htn of certain Inlisus domiciled in the Ujion on
t .egr retaro o Sigth Africa by refasing them p-rmsision
to bring theit wivés and. mino- childrén to the Uaion
of t0 obtait Certificates of Ideatity, aunch refnwml baing
on the allegel gronad that such applcants thwmgh
admitted: by victure of 1) micile or Rsgisiration Cr i-
ficates before the 5th of July, 1930, had losh their
domicile duriag their” ablence in Iadia. This refn al
the Conférence submits is nat in keeking - with the
awarance given by the ‘Sstretary for the Iaterin wh-n
Aot-87 of 1927 was & Bill before the Union Parliament,
Phis Conference authorises the Exeontive of the Sou'h
African [ndian Congress to arrange a depuation to the
Minister of -the Interior to make ‘ representaiions, ‘in
this and other Immigration matters;* which- oreate
havdship on the Indian commuuity, " S
: Moved-by Mr. V. S. €. Puther, tecond-d by Mr. A.
1. Kujee, supported by Molsrs, Pragji Desai, Sorabjee
Rustotbjee;"Ma D. Bharuchi, 8.-B, Medh and $. M. Desui.
RELTI PUTANY S AT T o '

e v -,

All the speakera on this re®olution severely critise
the ansympashotic nttitads taken up by the Com ninsisuer
of Asintic against.the [odian community and by giving
instances of bardships proved beyoid doibts that he
was an unsympothetic offier. The rasolation wasg
carried nnanimonsly.

Resolution 111

That it b> an instroction to the Eceoitivy of the
South African Iudian Congress to support the re-
presentations of the Na‘al ladisn Coogres to the
Union Government on the question of pro‘ection of
Bunana farming in N4tal by the imposition of a daty
on Bananas imported into Union and to do whatever
may be necesaary and incidental in and abont the same,

Moved by Mr. P. R. Pather, soconded by Me. D, 3,
Cletty, supported by Messr, I3, A. Maghenj, C. B. Desai
aud 5. M, ).zai. The resolution was carried unanimusly,

Resolution V.

That this Emergency Conference of the 8inth African
Indian Congreas hereby places on racord ite sense of
appreciation to the Ae.nt of the Government of India
in South Afrign, Sir Karma V. Raddi, for his invaluable
services on bebalf of the [adiaq community of Southi
Africa. ‘ '

Moved by Rw. B. I.. E. Sicamony, scconded by M.
8. R. Naidoo, supported by M-asra, S. B. Medh, P, K.
Desai, Ismeil Gora, D. M. Nirsos, Omar Jhaveri and
Tavaria and carried nnanimously. ‘

Sir Kurma Radd{ gave a ruitablererly to the resolution.

Resolution V.

That this O nference of the S)m:h African Iodian
Congzres: hereby places on record its genas of gratitnda
to Mr. J. D. Tyson the Actinz Acent for the Govern-
ment of India and the Hon, B Biring and Mr. C, §,
Ricket:s for their valaable ecrvic:s in presenting the
oo of tha T-andvasl Iadisn commuuity bfore the
Silect Committee of the Transvasl Avistic Tanore
{Amendinent) Bill, , . K

Proposel by Mr, V. 8. C. Pather, soconded by Mr.
D. 8. Chtty. . o

Hon. Birine gave a ruitable reply to the rewlution.

Vote Of Thanks To The President

A vote of thanky was woved to, the President who sp;
ably conducted the proceedings of- the Coaference. M,
A. Christoplier thanked aivocate R. K. Kuun on helulf
of the delegates who acted as the chwrman of the
Committee. The proceedings of the Confereace camo
toalyent 8 p.m. on Monday night.

The Indian Protest

The Slr in its.isano of 8-h October commants in
an editorial on ths Ewmeryoncy Conferencs which
we gladly reprodoce hora:— | ' L

The emergancy confereuce of the 8m:h African
In-lian Congress which has bien tiwking plucy in
Johanneshurg ovar theé week-end i3, an event to
which the G )vernmosnt will do well to p1iy attention,
The abjaect of the conference was to proteat against
the Asiatic Tenure Bill and tg discusa what action
shonl { be takon with regard to it. As we have sald
bafore, thia protest seems to ns abandintly jnstifed.
Moreover, it wus made on this oceusin with a,dignity
and a moderation which give it an adilad forer, The
tone of the meeting wai set by 3ir Kiwrmar Rulll'a
opaning ad Jress—a diplomitic state.nent ot enoli
sndied discretion thay even Dr. Karl Patgicter
will be bard put to it 'tp extract thersfrom any
a-nmunition far his attacks upon the Indian Acenoy.
81bieqgoent speakers naturally exorsagvl thomdlvos
mora freely, but—althongh tha nate of rigliteona
indignalion was g‘rongly sudible thronghont—nevor
in terms for which the facts ‘do not offer ample
warrant. A unanimous resolation wdas passad eslling
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for & further ronnd table eonference on the Cape-
town model if the Gnvernmont decline to give
reasonable protection to Indian interests and for the
rapture of relations between India and the Union,
to be marked by the withdrawal of the Indian
Aeency from South Africa, if no conference should
take place. e

No doubt, all this sounds rather desperate. But
some deaperation is inevitabte, for tha Bill is by its
natare a matter of echrnomic life or death fo: Indian
tradars in the Tranaveal. Its complications prevent
detailed discussion here. The essential point is
that it introduaes at several vital points principles
of oppression unknowa to the presentlaw, which is
in all consciencs oppresgive enough, Ta he frank,
the i§ill is'an inert reversion to the spirit of the
eighteen-eighties; it is a last invocation of a mathod
which hasbeen emploged with unvarying lack of
snccess for nearly half a centary. It gives no sign
of advance in'political wisdom through all those
years, none of willingness to recognise failare and
geelt B better way, The driving power bahind it ié!
European fear of Indian trading compelition. In
a0 far 48 compa ition is alleged to bo “anfair,” it is,
or ought to be, possible to remova any element of
nnfairness by ordiniry lawa or regalations applicable
toall. Bat this Bill is an exceptionally crande
attempt to translate political power into terms of
economic privilege, and as snch equally discredits
its authors, its sponsors, and the svstem which
makes it possible. How Dr. Malan, who fonad it
in him to sign the Capetown Agreement, came to
put his hand toanch a piece of work as this is one
of those enigmne which it takss a professional
politician to read, .

The Bill is objectionable Loth becanse of its in-
appropriatenes3 to our own internal situation and
bhecanse of its manifest incompatibility with the
engagoments into which the Union Goverament has
ontered with the Government of India = There ia
glga a third objaction, eqnally gtrong. India is now
ata critical point in a mort diffenlt perind of tranai-
tion. Persistence in new anti-Indian legisla‘ion in
Sonth Africa will serionsly complicate the already
enormously difficalt task of the Indian G ivernment
and this Secretary” of State for Tndia. If Empire
solidirity mrans anything at all, it. means that ono
part of the Kinge’ D)minions ought to be ab'e to
rely on exemption from gratuitous embarrassments
of this kiud at the hands of other paria, eépecially at
moments of erisis. Lord Morley once siid that the
attitude of South- Africa on its Indian question had
done more to unsettle the people of India than any-
thing olge since the Mutiny; and: time, which has
increased the- gensitiveness of Indiun nationalist
feeling, has done nothiog to rob that uncomfortable
ohservalion of its esaential validity. It ia therefnre
adeplorable time to parade 80 uncouth an expression
of antiquated anti-Indian sentiment as this Bill re-
preapnts. We do not know what pressare may be
brought to bear'on the Sonth African delegation at
the Imperial Conference by Indian and British
anthorities.. But we are convinced: that: th's aspect
of the matter is by itsolf of eénough impirtanes to
warrant dropping the Bill and eubstitating other
leginlation showing a etatesmanliks concera for less

excl?aiv_a interaats. ) .
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Diagnosis Of Economic Depression .-
India is at present passing through 'a great economie
distresy which is unprecedented in the history of trade
and commerce of thid ¢opatry, Basiness ik almost af &
standstill everywhere. "There has be¢n a nidmber of busi-
ness failorea recently in (alenfta and in' many ofbelr
business centres, It is alio apprekended that many
more are to take place unléss the trade counditions im-
rove.’ ' . : ' o
d With a view to damu the political leaders of the
country, there Has been of late, an srganiz»d attempt to
spread everywhere the impression that Mahatma Gandhi
with his followers are responsible for the genmers)
economic depression. But Mr. Ghaneyamdas’ Birls - who
has few rivals in the knowledge of the problem of India’§
finance and indastry bas very poidtedly revéaled’the fact
to' a Press 'representative ~ dt ~ Bombay °Ehdt' l'rl_:'l_e'
main csuse of the preseut distress ia the roinons fidencidl
policy of the Gvernmeat. Tl poli:ical anrest iz olaly
aggravating it by addiog its qoota. Mr. Birla m¥in®
tains that the main canse of the economic depression’ it
India is to be traced in the Government until the finad:
cial policy of the Governnient of Irdie' is shaped to. suit
requirements of the conatry, whicl ¢annot get out of thé
economic sloogh into which it is sipking deep and deep
every day. No oessation of ‘political uarest can create
a millioniom so long as the present: policy of: the Finance
Department continnes: Continnqua- comtraction of. curs
rency is b2ing made, . Daring this foaucial year aloye,
about 2§ crores worth of Rupees. hay bsen deflated. and
over and above this, borrowing at fanoy rates by the
Government in and ont of season: has bacomz a fancy of
the day... God alone- cani help the:twrade under such
circnmsfances. |, NP v T

Concluding Mr. Birla obsarves:—In. fact the fall
effact of the los caused to the Government -revenue;
Central a8 well as Provincial, and the effect of the in-
creasad expenditure-of the provinces due: to the political;
norest will be. experienced: probably next year.. The
outlook therefore ip not.at all cheerful unnless we- get. am
honourable political settlement and with it our nnques:
tioned right to lay down our own hscal polioy to suit the
interests of [ndia avd India-alone., . = °. 0 7

Sudden Transfer Of Mahatmaji’s Son

M. Devidas Gandhi,.a son of Mahatmaji, who wasz
undergoing bis term of imprisonment iii the” Guzrat Jail
(Panjib) has been, unider direct orders of the” Goveri:
ment of Iadis, euddenly transfetred’to the Sabirmati Juil.
Satatday’s Frontier Mail ‘carri d* him ‘via Delhi'to
Sabarmati.  While passing Delbi he looked considerably
pulled dowa, most probably on'accotint of hiz giving' ap
8pecial class diet in sympathy with the “0"™ class prison-
ers in the Gozrat Jail.

_In the counrse of-an-interview-to-a' Press: representative
with regard to a tecent commaaique’of' the Puajib
Governuent coptradicting, the. repotta of slarming ye-
ducion in weightof ‘some of the prisoners. in Gnjrap
Jail, Mr. Devidas Gandhi said, “I ars astonnded at; the,
prevaricatiop it conlains. The Puujap- Gopgroment
categorically deny fhat Pandit Ssntanam, Mr Sabani
and dthéfs have Jost any whight. Iam ina position to
gay that ever since-they hegan to take “0” class jail
diet these tivo gentlemen have lost over 12 lbs., each and
they appear now like tiny editions of what ‘they weréa

month ago. Bnt nearly all others have also lost weight.
senban tebaan abbebe dhbaed
T YT shboed LYY Y
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Dr. Shadiram, for instance,” has loat over 20 lba., and
looks exceedingly pale and thin. Headache and oconsti-
pation has become very common and in many cares even
little milk givér ander medical orders has not improved
matters. -1 am alright myself, save for the loss of abont
10lba., in weight. But an ill-effect which I share in
eoramon with others in that [ have heen revdered in-
capable of readiog at a strength for a long time, Meatal
aod phyeical fatigue seem to be the direct ontcome of
the “C" class diet. 1 am pained st the wokind re.
ference in the Government communiqune to Pandit
Santanam’s telegram to Mra. Santanam, Pandit Santa-
rem and others who answered anxions inquiries simply
did not want to alerm the families, However, nne sees
now that improper usze is made by the Government of
domestic messages. The pretence ab-ut the nourishing
qualities of the normal jail diet made in the commnnique
is adding inenlt to injury. A8 a matter of fact the “C”
class food they get in Gojrat Jail is better than provided
in other jails and in that it is at least eatable becouse
they are allowed to enpervise the cooking and they get
cleaner rations, But we are glad for the experience.
We knaw now exactly the vast majority of onr comrades
are suffering, Fraokly epeaking I bad fully expected
that the two main shanges suggested by us i.e, regarding
diet and sleeping in the open gronnd wonld be accepted
withont delay a8 thers was really nothing in the de-
mands; they were so simple that they ought to have been
sponsored by the jail administration itself in their ovn
intereat ag much ag in that of the priconers. By con-
ceding ‘thess demands the Government wouwld have got
in return peace and disciplise in bheir jaile. Bnb alas,
the Gevernment did not comply with that much.”

True Swadeshi

Several thousand Parsis, men ag well as women, many
of trem cled in Khaddar and Swadeshi cloth, especially
a large nnmber of women in Swadeshi Saris meb recently
at the Sir Caweaeji Jehangir Hall to hear ehort addresses
on “Troe Swadeshi.,” The meetiog was held npder the
auspices of the Parsi Rejkiya Sabba and Dr. Dosbibhai
Patel presided. In her opening speech she proved by
quoting figures of India’s expott and import trade, bow
Indis was lagging behind in the world market, desrite
her manifold natoral resourcos, She eaid that the difhi-
calty in India was that though there were many thinga
produesd in Imdin the mannfactorers, the widdlemen
and the censnmers all laboured wender such hapdicaps
that many a time the preducer found it difficalt to sell
his goods. ’

After the President's spsesh Mre. Joshi paid a tribute
of praise to Gandhiji whose wife Kasturibai (andhi was
present. Mrs, Kastarbai Gandhi in 2 ehert speech raid
that that was 2o time for speeches or for processions.
Their thity thonsand brothers and sirters, including men
like the Sacvdar and 8jt. Abbas Tayabji, were io jails and
tbey had to free them by achisving the sountry’s free-
dom. She appealed to the Parsis and aspecislly Parsi
women to follow Mabstma Gandhi'a teaching of plain
living. She exborted the Pareis to give up the immoral
traffic in liqnor and toddy.

FOR SALE

Citras Fruit for 1931 season consisting of Orange,
' Naa;teies, Maodrines aud Lemons situa’ed in large
847%™ INSPECTION & CASH OFFER INVITED.
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Via TONGAAT.
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On The Verge Of A Nervous Breakdowan

Do you feel Li ed out and fit for nothing at the end

of yonr day’s work? Do you freqnently have
headaches end fits of deptea{r,ion?mqlf ao.yyou amm;::
bably on the verge of & nervous breakdown,

Nervous exhaustion in one of the most seriens evils
affecting men and women to-day. The only way to
bring back health is to enpply mourishment to the
starved and over-taxed nerves. This can be done only
throngh the blood. That is why so manv perve
sufferers bave found immense relief in Dr. Williams'
Pink Pills. The nerves are reinforced with just the
elements they lack, they gain atrength and vigour,

Beiter elcep, steady uerves, improved appetite, in-
created vigour—these can all b yowrs by taking

Dr. Williams'

Pink Pills

OF any dealer, ot direct from Dr, Williame® Medicine
Co., P. 0. Box (04, Cape Town; 3s. 8d. for one bottle,
or six for 183, poat free.

The Story of My - Experiments
| with Trath

Autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi
Vol. 1.Price S, 10 6. pence

Self-Restraint

Versus

Self-Indulgence
By M. K. Gandhi
Price 3 Shillings

GOLDENOIE\IUMBER

‘“INDIAN OPINION"
1914

SOUVENIR OF THE
PASSIVE RESISTANCE
MOVEMENT IN SOUTH RFRIGH.
1906 — 1914
Price 2 Shiilings.
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