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TANJORE SCHOOL

OPENED BY SIR KURMA V. REDDI _

LONGSIDE the residence of Mr, R. K. Naidoo, above the banks of the River Umgeni, stande the

Tanjore School. It is built on a site that commands the Sea, Town and inland views.

The building is single storeyed with a very wide verandah on both sides and has accommodation for

about 130 children. The cost of the building has been borne entirely by Mr. R. K. Naidoo, yet another
instance of his generosity.

It would appear that when the Agent of the Government of India, Sir Kurma V. Reddi was convalescing
at Mr. Naidoo’s residence, after his serious iliness, he happened to remark to Mr. Naidoo that the District
noeded a school. It is as a result of this remark that the Tanjore School now owes ita existence. .

On Sunday, the 29th Jane, the School was apened by the Agent-General Sir Kurma V. Reddi, The
School Room which was tastefully decorated, was filled to its capacity and amongst those present included
the Mayor the Rev. A. Lamont, Mr, R. K. Naidoo, who presided, Messrs. A. Christopher, T. M. Naicker,
Sorabjee Rostomjee, P. R, Pather, A. I, Kzajee, K. R. Nayanah, P. K, Korn, T, Raghavan Nair, S. P. Sinha,
A. Bhakoor, Shaik Himed and O, H. A. Jhaveri. '

s 2 . S memma e rvewenda s

In thanking those present for responding to the invitation the chairman, Mr. Naidoo, said that the need
fora achoo} was felt fo:: a long time. The school had now been built to fill that want. It was propoged to
te'ach Enghsl_:; and Tamil as was the case at the Hindu Tamil Institute at Darban. He hoped that t}irongh
Sir Kurm'a’s influence the Provincial Government would be able to give a grant-in-aid. He thanked Sir Kurma
for acceding to tbe request.of the School Committee to open the School. He then garlanded the Agent-
General and handed. bouguets to the Mayor, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee, Mr. A. Christopherand Mr. V., G, Kurma.

‘Sir Kurma, in.rising to speak, was received with cheerin i i

y rigin A g. Hespoke in glowing terms of the
kindnesses that he Teceived at the hands of Mr, R. K. Naidoc during his illness, His generosity knel:'azi
bounds. He was happy to see such a school built on the heights of the River Umgeni. He felt that the

Committee wollld have no difficulty in getting a grant-in-aid provided the School :
curricaium.  He would assist in that reapest. gra Pl 1 he Schoo conformed_ to _the general

The Mayor, who followed, congratulated Mr. Naid bi i , : '
wounld be a distinct success, ¥ T “.g° r. faidoo on his generosity and hoped -that the School

Other speakers included Mr. Borabjee Rustomjee, Advocata Albet"t'(l‘hristo'ph.er, ,Més‘sr;!. A, 1. Eajea

T. M. Naicker, V. 8. C. Pather, P, K, Ko I R : A i
at the termination of the fanction. ra and K, R Nayanah. Light refreshments were served
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WHAT HAS BLINDED MEN
AND NATIONS

D[FO the imparti:-z'l, detached observer of

the political, industrial and social

problems present'y confronting the
civilised world, it is obvious that an uoneasy
conviction is making itself felt in the minds
of even some of the stoutest champions of
modern civilisation that there is something
inherently rotten in its character and con-
stitution. ' T

To those whose vision is restricted to a
materialistic outlook, the root-causes of ‘this
universal sickness that has humanity in its
grip must remain yndiscovered. They will
continue to tinker with symptoms, apply
their temporary reliefs, and when finally
cornered, protest that the disease is inherent
in the organism and impossible of eradi-
cation,

National and industrial wars and strifes,
exploitation of the helpless by the powerful,
self-szeking and corruption, ' have come to
be regarded as unavoidable concomitants
of thjs civilisation, much as the doctiine of
original sin bas been postulated of poor
human nature. And, this must continue to
be the hopeless prospect just so long as men
continue to cling to the materialistic view
of life, and upon it base iheir wants and
conduct.

The urgent need of mankind, obsessed
as it is with the shiboleths of modera
civilisation, is an arousing from the stupour
of materialism into which it has fallen, a
re-awakening to the fact that the Spiritual
alone is the Real, the material no better
than the shadow; to the truth that material
conditions are but the objectivation, con-
cretely expressed of our owrn collective and
iodividual thoughts and emotions; that our
ills are our own creations, the natural pro-
geny of our activities past and present, the
very children of vur selfish desires. By the
“Seers of the Essence of things” it is per-
ceived that conditions and conditioned both,
are no better than the creature of our own
joint and several begetting, reflecting as
in a looking-glass, the Justs and hates, the
aftractions and repulsions, the ideals and
the idolatries, to which mankind, bartering
its spiritual peritage for a mess of pottage,
has lent itself in its worship of “‘other Gods.”
According as is the sowing so must be the
reaping, and the sower must, as experience,
eat of the f_f;ui_t of his sowing. Thus do we

find oursclves prisoners self-sentenced in
the prison—houses of our own building,
tangled victims in a web of our own weaving,
“What lets, Brothers? The darkness lets
which breeds ignorance
Mazed, whereby ye mistake these shows
for true, and thirst to have
And baving, oling to luste which
work yon woes!"”
Truth as old as eld, true for to-day, true
lorall time, Itis this “heresy of separate-
ness” that hag blinded men and nations to
the fact that humanity is an organic whole,
That fact re-established, it must be seen
that no one part of the organism can he
injured without the injury reacting upon
every other part; that on the princip'e ‘that
action and reaction are cqual, the part
responsible for initiating the mischief must
finally be the part that suffers most. -

To such truths is it that Mahatmaji is
endeavouring to awaken a world to which
the company of shadows, the treacherouvs
marsh-lights of worldly ambitions and desires,
have become life’s only objective. His own
life is the testimony to his convictions. It
is a living argument. [t is teaching us the
lesson of spiritual values. Hate must be
conquered by love; injury must be met with
forgiveness, savage excesses with patience
and fortitude, the brute-force of them who
know not what they do with soul-force that
conquers but is unconquerable, Such is
the way—has ever been the way—of those
to whom a glympse of the White Bird of
Truth has been vouchsafed. Such too,
is the way of conversion of the blind, who
having eyes, yet see not.

It was recently asked by one of the order
of the self-satisfied, what was thought of
Gandhiji's Mahatma-ship, India has airendy
supplied the answer., Deep alone can
answer the call of deep, and it is because
the soul of India still burns bright beneath
the artificial overlay for which centuries of
distraction from her ancient Vidya have
been responsible that there at least Gandhiji
is recognised and reverenced as Mahatma
in the highest and truest sense. For he,
too, has given himself “to help to bring the
world deliverance and its bliss.” '

Mr. @. N. . Naidoo, President of the Griqualand
West Indian Cricket Union, haa despatched the
following cable to K. 8. Duleepsinhji {Lords, Lon.
don):—“Kimberley Indian sportsmen send hearliost
congratulations on your splendid achievement in
the second teat.” ‘ .

3



INDIAN OPINION

2y

—

July 11th, 1938

Dr. Kassim Seedat _

Entertained To Tea ‘Party

. Messrs. Sorabjes Rustomjee and A. I. Kajeo were
the joint hosts pt & ‘Tea Party given in honour of
Dr. . Kassim .Svedat, who wecently arrived from
England. The function mas held’' at the Peters
Lounge and Tea Room where over 200 guests were
entertained-- to tea,-.,The gathering -was of: a re-
presentative character vomprising. every section of
the Indien commaunity.- 1 . ... . .

..Mr. 8. Rustomjee presided over the function and
amongst those noted were Advocates R. K. Khan,
Albert Christopher, and J. W. Godfrey, Messre. M.
A. H. Mooss, P. R, Pather, V. Lawrence, R. K.
Naidoo, Rooknoodeen, Shaik Himed, A. Shakoor,
P. K. Koru, F. Khan, 8, P. Sinha, I. M. Haffejee,
E. 1. Motala, O. B. A. Jhaveri, M. A. R. Khan, and
Molwan Ebrabim, .- . vv.n 0 .

Mr. Rastomiee in extending a welcome to the
Dodtorsaid:— <+ - ' '

‘“It‘gives me immenss pleasure to extend a warm
- and’ hearty welcome to Dr. Kassim Mahomed Seedat.
I say it is immense, because our guest this after-
noon is a colonial born Indian and he bas returned
to ns with a distingmnished career.

Dr. Seedat was born in Newcastle in the year
1897 and received his primary education at the
Convent School at Newcastle, and afterwards at the
Mission High School, Sarat, where he matriculated.
For his higher education he attended the Gujerst
College, Ahmedabad, Sabsequently, he joined the
Medical College where he gradaated in Medicine.
Receiving liis Medical Degree, he practised at Surat
for a period of thres years, His practice in Surat
was the training ground for a bigger career. There
he had a considerable practice,

Dr. Seedat, as evidence of his remarkable ability,
gained a scholarship of Ra, ‘8000 out of the Funds
of Seth Dawoodbhai Fazalbhai of Bombay. With
this scholarsliip as an inéentive, he proceeded to
England as a student and then the Charing Cross
Howpital. In England, his career wus ag distinguished
b it was ip India. His degrees comprise M-R.C.S.,
LRC.P., and L.M.S.8.A., which speak eloquently
of his career. That he is a wery hard worker could
be seen by the fact that not content’ with receiving
his degrees, he did special work in Tropical
Medicines and eyo diseages, '

‘-As T have said before Dr. Seedat has returned
with a distinganished career, and with sacha career,
I feel fully confident that he will achieve succass,
I have no donbt that the Indian commnunity will
find in the Doctor a real friend, for, his noble
profession will be of great asasistance to all, ‘
"1 have much'plessure; to once again extend Dr.
Seedat a hearty welcome, It wounld ill befit me if
1-do not offer ‘my ‘sincerest' congratulations to' Mr.
Mahomed Seedat, through whose foresight, ‘the
Doctor has-been able to attain such a brilliant
success. Indeed he has‘ five son. ' - -

~On your behalf and on ‘behalt of Mr. Kajeo and
myself, I wish ‘the Doctor eyery success in his
fatare career. ' - e

" Mr. Knjee and I thank you all for responding to
our invitations.” : e e ,

'Mr.” Rustomjeo then garlanded. Dr. Seodat,
Amongst those who spoke were Advocatea R. K.
Khan, A. Christopher, J. W. Godfrey, Messrs, 0. H.
A. Jhaveri, B. A. Magrajh, A. Shakoor, -

Dr, Seedat replying eaid that he was very much
indebted to Mesars. Rustomjee and Kajee for having
arranged -the fmnction and thereby having. given
bfm an .opportunity of meeting his many friends,
As was nataral he had also his aspirations. He

promised that he would. always throw in his lot
with 1he Indian community. . ..

We are pleased to annouace that Doctor Seedat has
acquired premises in Wills Road, the nomber .being 71.
The Telephone No. is 2838. - He commences practice at
the above premises immediately.: . .. . .. ..

News Of Independence Struggle
In lodia

". L 3

Nehru Sent To Gaol

Allahabad, Tuesday.—Motilal Nehru, president, and
Syed Mahmud, secretary of the Cotgress Working Com-
miftee, have been sentenced to six mounths’ imprison-
ment.—Reuter.- : S

Patel Suéceeds Nehru

Allahabad, Tnesday.—Motilal Nehru has nominated
Vallabhbhai Patel, brother of the ex-Speaker of the
Assembly, and oue of Gaudbi'e lientenants, who has just
been released from prison, to sncceed him ss president . of
,the All-India Copgress,—Reuter, _

Martial Law Withdrawn

Simla, Tuesday.——Martial law has beeri’ withdrawn at
Sholapur, but the display of Congress flags is prohibited
for-two months.—Renter. i 7

3,302 In Prison At End Of May

London, Thursday.<~Replying to {uestions in the
House of Commons, Mr, Wedgwood Benn, . Secretary of
State for Iudia, stated that persons in Iudia convicted in
connection with the civil disobedience movement since
March 1, and still serving sentences, numbered 3,082
on May 31.—Reater. v S

Held-Up Procession Stones Police

Poous, Sunday.—A large procession proceeding to
Yernada gaol to pay homage to Gandhi was held: up in
the Band gardeps. . Members of the procession squatted
in the road uptil ¢he early morning, and refused to dis-
perse. ‘ :

~They stoned the police, and several policemen were
injured, as also was 2 military officer who was pasging in
8 motor car. o - S

The police fivally charged and scattered the crowd,
several of whom were injored.—Reater, - - - - -

First Expedition Of 8,000 Volunteers To
Break Forest Law x

Yeotal (Berar), Sunday.—Eight thousand volonteers,
forming the first batch of the Forest Law breakers; have
left for Pusad in readivess to lanach. the Satyagraha
campaign on July 10. Lo ey

The expedition is fully equipped, from azes to ambo-
lance cars and bandages, and *has a qualified doctor in
attendance,— Renter.

‘Indian Unrest

The situation in India continues to be most dis-
quieting, not 8o much from violence and political nnrest
as from economic depression due to the boycott and other
economic weapons of the agitators, eays a message from
Loundon. : ‘ . .

It is significant that, according to the Daily  Telp-
graph’s Bombay correspondent, an Indian writer in "the
Times of India asks if the conntry owing to the bogcott
is nob driving towards bankraptey or Bolsheviam or
both. He believes that the sitoation has got beyond phe
eu;trol::lftheaugoriﬁes e Coeemai

‘According to the correspondent, the boycott is bei
continued in Bombay along with the Nehrg {mnal. Sclfcl:lg;
and colleges are closed, alto ‘mulls. The streets are re-
verberating with slogans, there are 108y processions, and
the hats and caps of passers-by are smatched off their
heads and barped, :



[ N 18]

TINDIAN UPINTON

July 11th, 1930 —

Misapprehension Cleared Up

Simla, Wedneadsy,— Misapprechension in regard to
the recent proclamation that the working committee of
the All-India Congress is an unlawful association has
been cleared up by the explanation that this applies to
tbe whole of India and oot the United P’rovinces slone,
The committee consists of fifteen membera. The decla-
ration does not apply to ordinury membership of the
Congrese.— henter,

News Sheets To Be Suppressed

Simla, Wednesday.,—Lord Irwin has promulzated an
Ordinence aguinat unsuthorised news sheets to combat
the propsgande of oyclostyle bulletivg issaed by the
Congress.—Renter.

Inquiry Into Peshawar Riots

Bimla, Monday.—The official committee of inqairy
into eerious rioting at Pesbawar on April 24, and the
measures taken to restore order, upheld the action of the
civil and military anthorities, and the Goveroment of
India has accepted the committee’s findings.

The committee coosisted of Sir Shah Mubammad
Solaimen, a High Court judge, and Mr. Punkridge,
assistant High Court judge. Siv Mubammad Solaimun
holds that evente before the second firing did not justify
firing to the extent resorted to, Mr. Pankrigde, however,
holda that it was justitied. The Goveroment accepted
the Intter’s view and gave an ussurance that points raised
by Sir Mubsmmad Solaiman wosld be carefully
considered.

Armoured Car Incident

Bir Muhammad Sulaiman believes thut some persons
were run over by an armoured car before s despatch
rider was attacked, and expresees the opinion that other-
wige the situation would not have assumed smch a
gerions aspect. Mr, Pankridge did nob feel satisfied in
coming to this conclusion on the evidemce. The
Government egreed to consult militury oiliciala in
regard to the dunger of the nse of armonred cars to
quell civil disorders.—Renter.

Simon Report

The Calcutta correspondent of the Rund Daity Muil
reporta:—

While the Government is girding up its loing and
amiting opponenta of law and order, as shown by Pundit
Motilal Nehru's arrest, ita perforinance in the purely
political sphere js far less satisfactory and continuca
indicating irresolution, with a marked away towards a
fall on the wrong side of the Simon Report fence.

The Government is still ohsessed with the iden of
courting extremist politicians in order to induce them
to the Roand Table Cobference, snd it would mot be
surprieing if the digcovery is made in the Indisn Govern-
ment of a party prepared for the denndation of its
powers beyond that lready edgpested in the Himon Report.

Special Meeting Summoned

A special meeting of the Viceroy's Executive Council
has been summoned as a result of a request from
the British Government for some indication of the
Indian Governinent's views—the request resulting from
the meeting of leadera of the thres parties in the
Premier’s room on Thursday, the object being to asaist
the Secretary of Stute for india in making some accept-
able pronouncement, in Parliament.

Civil Disobedience a

Meantime, there are plain indications that the civil
disobedience movement directed by Congress is tending
more and more to organised violence, Congress baving
completely discarded the ordinary methods of political
protest in a deliberate attempt to subvert the Govern-
ment.

-

Ramsay MacDonald And India

In itaiasne of June 11 7% Nation (New York)
givea the following nrticle, under the above hend-
ing, which we bave no doubt will bs read with
interest by onr readers ;—

N‘ever has thore been a clearer illastration of the
taming effoot of oflice-holding upon liberals and

~radicals thun that afforded by the MaecDonald

Gov.ernmont in England on the qnestion of India,
Until a conple of years ago the Laborites were in
armd againat the Indian policy of Conservatives,
Now they nve in office and the Nationalist uprising
haa heen testing them as by fire, Althongh fore-
warned five months before they took office in June
lust by the annonncement of the All-India National
Congress thut there wonld be a demand for indepen-
dence if dominion statns were not granted by
December 31, 1929, the TLabour leaders took no
stepa towards a radical solation of the problem. In
consoquence they have the revolution to deal with
and their fate in lurge measnre ie in the hunds of
Gandbi und his followera. By that we do not mean
tho mere question of their retention of office, [t is
their moral standing before the bar, of international
Jjodgment which is at stake, Have they or have
they not the moral conrage to meet the situation in
all its moat difflenlt and trying aspects ?

We must confess to doabt and disconragement
when we rend the cabled reports of the May 25
speech of Wedgwood Benn, Secretary of State for
India. It is adequately characterised by a London
correapondent of the New York Times :—

*“ As 2 matter of fact, the speech of the Secre-
tary of State for Indiz, Wedgwond Benn, differsd
bat little, and that little was in theory, from
gny statement which might have been made by
o Conservative atatesmun. India needed England
and Kogland nceded India, he said, and if the
nowspapers chose to exaggerate the recent
tronbles that constituted no reason why London
should not proceed with the plans of the coming
Indian Couference. That Mabatma Gandhi and
gotno othera had boen put in jail, it was ex.
plained, was not to punish them for their poli-
tical views, but simply to place them where
tboy conld not distarb the good order existing
in most parts of India among most of the
300,000,000 population.

In 8o far as Mr. Benn's Second Internation-
alint theoriea may have clashed with the intereets
of the British Einpire, the British Empire won,"”

Precisely. The resnlt waa that the left wing of the

Laboar forces was “disgnated,” bui the speech

“gatialied a large majority of the House of Commons.”

It should npot satisfy Ramsay MacDonald, For
thut Primo Minister is on record not once bnt several.

timea. For exumple, as late ag October 17, 1927,

Mr., MacDonuld wrote in the London Duwily fHerald

that further tatelage of India for self-rule was use-

loss, and that Indin shownld receive independence

at once: .

*The moral justification that has always been
made for the existence of . our* Empire among
aubjoct peoplea hus been that wo-ure tmining
them for self-government. The most typical
of that is our Indian Kmpire. A thousand and
one readons are given for o little more tate-
lage...Now plain, common genge should opmidy
to onr rescue. Nobody cun imagine that any
harm will-come from independence. Let iny
pendence be granted.” ’

Ten days later he roiterated thig position. Indeed,

in the columne of onr weekly there appeared on

Janunary 4, 1425, an artiele by him in' which he eaid :

“If any party has been conspicuonsly sympathetic

to the growth of nativilalism in India and to the

satisfaction of that spiritt is the Labour P%rty.'..”
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Nor was he the only Labour leader to speak thus
There is no finer spirit in the party than that of
George Lansbury. As far back as 1920 Mr. Launsbary
thas echoed some famouns words of Richard Cobden :
“ There are more than three hundred million
people in India;: there are forty million of ns
English in the Britich Isles. We claim to know
what ia good for those people better than they
do themselves, Was there ever impudence
‘more colossal ? Becanse our gkin happens to
be white we claim more brains than those
whose skin has been browned by the sun,
Whenever I look at Indians I feel ashamed of
myself.”

Now we are well aware of what Mr. MacDonald
will face if he attempta to live up to his opinions.
Fenner Brockway, M.P., has stated that if Maec-
Donald should grant Gandhi’s request for the re-
leaso of the many political prisoners who have been
rotting in prison sincs 1915 eight or nine of the
British governors in India wonld resigo at once,
This, Wedgwood Benn has not dared to face. The
India Office i& full of officials who live by British
control of that teeming distressed country. Apgain,
Mr. MacDonald is roported worn and tired 88 a re-
gnlt of the long and unhappy Naval Conference, his
anxiety abont the wunemployment situation, the
secession of Sir Oswald Mosley, and all the other
difficnlties which confroot him. None the less we
foe] that he must meet the test which India offers;
that he eannot evade the fseue by falling back upon
the intransigence of the Anglo-Indian officials. 1If
he would koep his rezord clear he cannot long
approve of Wedgwood Benn's Tory thenry that it
is right to jail a great leader like Gandhi on the
excnse that he is distarbing or may disturb the good
order of India. Itis not Gandhi who is the die-
turber, but those countrymen of MacDonald’s who
ingist on keeping India in tutelage. There is no
moral salvation for the Prime MNinister save to say
again: ‘' In all attempts to govern a couniry by &
‘benevolent despotism’ the governed are crushed
down. They become subjects who obey, not citizens
who act.” We cannot conceive a finer slogan
for MacDonald to go down to defeat with than his
own “Let indenendence be granted,” for we believe
that out of such a defeat would come lasting victory.

This question of the effect of office-holding upon
the reformer is one of far-reaching moraent, There
ig pothing so dangerons, nothing so benumbing to
the moral sepee, no other pitfall half so deceptive
—witness the fall of Woodrow Wilson. It is not to
be disposed of by saying that the taming is inevi-
table: that the theorist munst become the realist
when he takea office; that praciieal copsiderations
must take precedence of ideals. Those are moral
traps; those are the excuses that men give for not
living up to the best that is in them; for refusing to
face defeat: for breaching principles they have up-
held all their lives. That is the way of the politi-
cian, the professional office-holder., It can never
be that of the trne reformer.

b ————————

Mr, Srinivesa Sastri, the Indian Liberal leader.
addressing an all-party meeting in the House of
Commons, contended that the suggestions that
more power shonld be given to the Provineial
governments, reversed the policy bitherto parsued,
of crealing a strong ceniral government,

Mr. Sastri also criticised the absence from the
Simon report of sny mention of the Vieeroy's
statement about Dominion status and asked why this
pletement had been made if the position was to
remain as before.
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The Indian Problem In The
Union

Where Dr. Potgleter Went Astray

(BY A SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN)

Dr. Karel Potgioter, Nationalist M.P. (North-East
Rand), and a member of the recent Select Committee
on Asiatics in the Trapsvaal, has taken the oppor-
tunity to harl a vicious attack on the Indian com-
mnnity in the Transvaal in particular and the South
African Indian community in general, at a meeting
of hia constitments recently. He has not even
rpared our respected and genial-hearted Agent-
General, Sir Kurma Reddi.

He is reported to have said that: (1) They
always looked upon the Indians as guests of South
Africa—gnests in the sense that they would soon
depart: (2) the South African-born Indian com-
munity-~which forms the msjority of the Indian
community—is no direct concern of the Govern-
ment of India, which, in any case, does not seem to
wapt them back badiy; (3) the Indians have not
carried out their obligations under the Capetown
ronnd-table settiement of 1927; (4) the Indians have
violated the lawa of the conntry, and more stringent
lawe will be enacted if it is foand that the proposed
laws are not found severe enough; {5) and lastly,
Sir Knrma Reddi, the present Agent-Genersl, is
committing a gross breach of etiquette by comment-
ing on the Asiatic palicy of the Union in public.

When the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement was signed
in 1914, after a great truggle of passive.resistance,
the Indfans held a profound hope that the past was
buried and that the Indian was inciuded in the
South African national nnit, to ghare the proeperity
and bear the difficalties of the country with a com-
mon will and determination. The ray of hope was
flashed that there ‘wag the end of racial prejudice
and persecation, The Agreement wad signed in
that epirit. It was hailed as epoch-making even

in India, although the latter had to agree to complete
cessation of further Indian immigration, except of
the progency and family of the Indians domiciled
in South Africa. This hope only remained temoorary,
ag soon after the great war Act 37 of 1919 was
enacted to restrict Asiatic trading and residential
rights, The cry of the ‘“Asiatic menace” was
continned when certain cases went sgainet the
local anthorities, and a mountain was made out of
a molehill by alleging encroachment on European
trade, European snciety, and FEuropean civilisation
by the Asiatic. The Asiatic Inquiry Commission
(1920) went exhaustively into the matter, and
decided unambiguously and anequivocally that the
cry of the “Asiatic menace” was unwarraated. It
further laid down the principles of no repatriation
and no segregation.

. While the decision of the Clommission was clear,
it did not redound to the credit of the South African
Government to continue its pin-prick policy to-
wards the Asiatic by drafting a Bill—kanown ae
the Class Areas Bill in 1924—which introdaced
the very rame principles against which the Asiatic
Inguiry Commission gave its considered and dis-
parsionate judgment. )

Our first serions charge against the South African
Government is that it ia hardly desirous to give
fairplay to the Indian, and is always prepared to
listen to anti-Indian reactionaries and to pacify
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them, althongh it may be nnjust to a soction of the
Upion’s most law-abiding: and’ peacefnl poptilation
—g0 much so that it would go against the conclusions
of its own judicial courts and fudicial comnmissions.

The victory of the Hertzogites did not change
the situation, and the 8ld Clags Areas Bill gaw is
new form in the Areas Reservation Bill in 1925.
It was only when the Paddison deputation made
gerious representations- to the Union Government
and voiced their strongest disapproval againset the
prineiple of pegregation that South Africa decided
to call the- round-table conference at ‘Capelown, to
which the representatives of the Government of
India were invited to' discuss and wettle the Asiatic
question once snd for all. The Seuregation Bill
was dropped, and the new Agreement wus signed,
which eaid, inter alia :

{1) The Indian population of the Union shonld
be reduced by the repatriation under the assisted
emigration scheme, and the Indisn Government
should take the obligation to look after such emi-
grants on their arrival in India.

(2) The Bouth African Government shonld accept
the Indians as a section of the Union poputation,
and considers its duty to uaplift the permanent
Indian population when pablic opiniuvn favours ik

(3) Steps should be taken to improve the eda-
cation situation of the Indian in Natal, and the
trade resirictions shonld be gradually removed in
the Transvaal: - . ’ .

(4) In order that the Agreement may come into
operation wnder the most favourable auspicea’and
have a fair trial, the Government of the Union
decides not to proceed with the Areas Rservation
Bill, and requests the Government of India to
appoint an Agent in the Union in order to secure
continnons and effeclive co-operation between the
two Govenments.

Dr. Potgieter contends that the Government of
India and the In-ians have not carried out the
chligations under the Capetown Agreement. This
is cortainly a serions reflection on the integrity and
faithfulness of the Government of India. It was
never desired or understood that the Govermmnent
of India and the Indians should work as the
recruiting agentp of the (overnment of the Unioa
to incresse the numbers of repatriation, which is
undersiood to be perfectly voluntary. What was
intended was to help the emigrants from South
Africa landing in India, as above mentioned, by the
Government of India. This has been not only
done, but the Government of India and her Agent-
Generals in the Union have gone furtber.: The
Government of India has opened specizl offices =zt
Bombay, Madras and Caloutta to greet the repatriated
Indiana, and commissioned epecial offiesrs to look
after their co>nvenience in order that they may nob
rotarn to, the: Union within the rpecified poriod.
Only recontly a commission was appointed to
examine the condition in which the emigrants lived
and devise ways and means to raige avennes of
amployment to make their stay permanent in lodis,
Mr. Sastri worked hard for the succrss of the
assisled emigration soheme, and Sir Kurma Ruddi
has not spared any offorts to induce the Govern-
ment of India to make the scheme a success,

Let us aee how the Goverament of Sunth Africa
carried out its obligations; = . )

(1) Ouly a few montha after signing the Agree-
men{, Dr., Malsn, contravenud the, epirit of the
Agreement by declaring that the aim was to reduace
the Indian popnlation to the “irreducible minimam;”
{2) althoygh iy, was underatood that the Asiatic Aat
of 1927. would not be relrospective, Dr. Malan
changed his mind and insetituted the condonation
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scheme; (3) the Capetown Agreemnent mccepted the
Indisn commmnnity as 8 section of the Unlon
popuiation, whose gradnal nplifc was promised; but
the Union ‘Government did not accept it as a
natiénal unit i thé Flag and Nationality Act:
farther, it Jid not confer the rights of the Old Age
Peunsions Act on the Indiana; (4) it was underatood
that the immigration difficnltdea will be reduced,
bat to-day these difficulties have increased and the
regulations have been tightened; (3) to crown all,
the new legislation (Transvaal Asiatic Tehnre
Amendment Bill) has been introduced which spella
immediate ruin to the Indian commuonity in the
Transvaal, in spite of the understanding that the
statna quo shall be maintained; and (6) althodgh
the segregation principle was dropped to mark the
sigr.ling of the Capetown settlement, it has heen
revived in this new measure, under the veil of
pafegnarding the laws, thus replacing the stigma of
inferiority on the Indian and the Indian nation.

This will 'prove conclusively that the Sonth
African Government is not ineclined to obaerve the
obligations of the'Qapetbwn settlenzent in the letter
and the apirit, but is determined to root ont Aslatics
from the Transvaal by hook or by crook, by
adminiatration or legislation, by regalation or
persecation and oppression. C

To go prior to the Agréemetit, let un see Liow the
periodical fits of Sonth African anti-Asiaticism have
worked. Here is some of the legislation which has
more or less affucted the existence of the South
Africen’ Indibn, with serioos consegnences in
several instances:—Apprenticeship Act (1913), Aet -
37 of 1919, TInduatrial Conciliation Act (1921},
Natal Land Alienation Oedinance (1922), " Natal
Rural Licenging Ordinance (192:3), Natal Boronghs
Ordinanee '(1924), 'Minlmam Wages Aot ([925)
Lncal Govérnment ' Provingial Powera) Act (1930),.
Transvaal General D-alers Qontrol Ordinance (1926),
and Colonr Bar' Act (1920), ' .

Thé Indiane in the Union, tired of the anriusdl
attacks harled’ on thém, heaved a sigh of relief
when the Capetown Agreemont was signsd. They
accapted the above lagistation unler the lmprssiod
that there was not thé alightest reason to doubt the
sincerity of thé Unioti Government, but that the
gate to upliftment was' opened. 'All thede hopes
have been shattered by the latest blow: The Trans-
vaal Asiatic Tontire Rill; the withdrawal of Which
will require (he ' united effort of jostice-loving
people in thé Uaion.” =~ * -~ -+ -~ ° "¢

Dr. Polgieter claims that the anti-Asiatlo laws
hava’ been dictwied by economic necessity. ‘To
rofode this I wonld qnote the following con-
sider'ed opinions: — ;) ‘ o

The E:onomic Chmmission (1914) declardd :
“Your commissiniers fall to discover evidence
provinjz that skilled labonr has suffered serionsly
from the ¢nwmpetition of the Indlans.” ‘

The Asidtic Ingairy Commission (1920) also re-
marked on 'the baseless natnre of the alleged
Asiutic menaoy, ) ‘ o

Tha Economle and Waiges Comnmirsion (1925)
recordail their opinfon thit "Miny witness:a were
of opinion that the ecope  for employment for
Euarop:ans ¢ould be incressad by- the legislativae
exclnsion from spscified ocenpation. Qa general
principlés it appearsto ue to be an uasrund poiioy
to exclude by logislation- 8 oluda which has. wo.
representation in the Legislatnre; from economic
opportunilies now open to them, for 1th+ benefit of the
politically. privileged cliss. The governing' con-
sideration in Wage Ragnlation should be to-encourage
the nse 1o it fallest' capanity of overy oclass of
labour, and to discourage any waste of capaoity.
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In the special circomstandes of Sonth Afries, the
policy of restricting the opportnnitirs of low-paid
non-Eoropean workers 8 particnlarly dangerous.
The white man has lees to fear from an improve-
ment than from a deterioration in the economie
ptatus,” : )

The Irdians have been sottled in this country
far over three generations; 50 per cent. of  them are
born and hroaght np in this conntry. They know
only one home—Sonth Africa. As long as they
are not accorded their due shatus, Indid is morally
and lawfally bound to lonk after thém. “The
Agent-General 8 in- the Union- to voide their
aspimationa. Souwth Afriea bus enactéd safficient
legislation againat the Indians, and the time has
arrived to call a _halt to forther représsive moves,
It is'up to South Africa to see that her fair name
is not taioted with any further nndignified attacks
on the limited righ's of the Indians in the Trans-
vaal, or elsewhere in the Union, - a '

The Indian qunestion can -only be settled eatis-
factorily by the muinal cognisance of difficulties
and desires. It will be never settled by oppressive
legislation, which raises national temmpera and raises
internaticnal complicationa. Inconsidérate attacks,
aa that made by Dr. Potgieter on Sir K. V. Reddi,
will make settlament more difficlt —Preloria News,

Mr Tyszbt_n".s Staiemeﬁq, To The
Select Committee

(Continued from pags 228)

26. It has been deemed necessary to' make these
introductory observations becanss, thotigh thé Com-
mittee’s reference is closely drawn, the discussions
have ranged further afield and have-'asmounted at
times to a great indictment of the Indian trader.
Remedies have been propounded—such as nniversal
trading and reasideniial segregation of .thé Indian
throughout the Province—which go far beyond the
symptoms for which the Committee has been invited
to prescribe. An attempt has therefore here been
made to show that even in this wider sphere vo case
has been mnde ont for far-reaching and drastic legis-
lation. A fortiori in the narrower field' 6f the terms
of reference, it is submitted, no menacé to the
general welfare has been disclosed. The Commities
are faced with problems of undonbted difficulty,
but they are problems' which eall for dispassionate
deliberation and ecantioua legislation rather than for
the sweeping interference with' elementary yirivate
rights which some of the witpesses have demanded.

27. The first paragraph of the termd of reference
of the Select Committee bears on the positioti created
by threa recint judgments regardirig Ihdian resi-
dence on, or occupation of, fixed property in the
Trangvaal. The first of thes~ is-the casa North-
Eastern Districls Association (Propriétary) Limited
va. the Norwood Land and Invéstment Co., l.imited.
The township of Norwaod is a private township, not
on proclaimed land. It is one of a large namber of
similar townshipa, in and around "Johannesbarg, in
which the residence on, or accapation of, fixed
property by Asiatics excopt in the capacity of “ser.
vanis” is precloded by the terms of the frechnld
title on which the lots are held. It wais decided by
the Court that the term “gervant” in this econnection
meant & domestic or menial servant apd did not
cover the case of a “managing director” of 3 company
ora manager of a business. The “phyeical presence’
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of these Asiatics wes keld to be *occupation” and, a8
they were not “‘servants” within the meaning of the
restrictive clause, euch occapation was againet the
terms of title. As a natural-result-of this decision;
it woald appeer that there are no Asiaiic traders loft
in Norwood, except-one who ‘has raised a defence
that his 20 years’ -occupation should operate to: de<
prive those who seek to eject -him of their right to
enforce the terme of the title. This case i suh
Judice_North Eastern Districts Assoviation v5. Srtrkey:

28, It is olear that, snbject to the decision ‘of the
Courta in cases such as that last cited—+i- decigior
which wonld be governed by the circumstainces of
each particular case—those: whe objeet - to the pre-
sence of Asiaties in tnwnships where the title don-
taing an “‘aoti-Asiatic” restrictive clause have only

-1o go to Cceurt to secure the ejectmient of the Asiatic: -

There seems to be an impresston abroad that Asiatics;
besides having an “unlimited fund of money’” to
draw upon, combine themselvea togather to fight
these cases, and it has often been suggested that yomw
may gebt eight people allowing themselves 'to: be
ejected 50 a8 to0:exbaust the: fands of: the society
ejecting them in order that the winth- may’ remain;
The suggeation that in the Norwood cass-the defend=
ant allowed bimself to be- turned oudt- and did not
raise a defence in-order that that defence might: be -
reserved for the subsequent case really: putd more
on the self-sacrifice of the defendant' than common
sense would seem to justify.. The lhtter would not
appear to have any remedy uanlesd ke can msake
good -2 defence such as that whioch has been - 'raised
in the case nf North Eastern Districts Assoéiation vs:
Sorkey. While on the' one hand'-there wdnld nat
appear to be, from the point- of- view'of thoss who
object to the -Asiatic, any need for farther legislation
to secure the result desired; on the -other thdre
would appear to be no remedy for the' Asiatic: who
has sought to occupy fixed property in - defisnce: of
the terms of the title. If; however,'in- any sach -
case it should be held by the conrts that long and
undisputed tennre, or other circomstances, entifle

. the Asiatie to remain in occupation of fixed property

in such townships; it ‘is respectfully urged :that no
case has been made out, or appears, for legislating to -
deprive him of the fruils of soch-a decision.- -It
short, the enforcement of restrictions in private titlen
should be left to be decided by the courts-on -the
initiative of private parties; no case’ has ‘been' made
oat for intervention by the State sither to- give
statatory force to the covenants or to take the initia-
tive in enforcing them whether directly or-in-
directly. For example, it is unnecessary, it ‘it sub:
mitted, in respact of private towoships; to place-any
statutory bar on, or to set up sny special -machinery
to prevent, the scquisition of trading licenees by
pérsons who prima facis are not entitled to otoapy
gites in snch townships. The other lot-holders in
sach townships have the remedy in their own hands;
they have merely to bring an action to enforce the
terms of the title dedd. By succesding on this issue
they render trading by the other party on that site
impossible, Therefore 1 suggest that if it were
thonght nééessary for the fntave th- make nigeddhary
some sort of certificate that the man is entitled to
occapy the premisss it respect of which he seeke a
licence—to make that a sine gus nen for an Aslatie
getting a licence on “proclaimed” land—iand where
there are statutory vestrictions—there is no need to
apply that to theeo private townships at all. The
people have the remedy in thei# own hands; and the
Norwood case shows that as. soon ag they bring a
suit for ejecunent they can tarn the whole ot out,

29. The second judgment—in the case of the
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Turf Stores (Proprietary) Limited vs. Municipal
Coundil of Johnpneshurg—decided that a certificate
for a wyding: licericy, .caunot under the Tranavaal
Genergl Dealers’(Control) Ordinance bo refnsed
evely on-the ground ‘that, independently of the-
character of the applicant or the natnre of his busi-
ness, he is a member of a class (or race’, which clasa
(or race)- is objectionsble. This forma one of a
numiher of decisions affecting the powers of *'local
authorities or boards” to refuse licence certificates
under that Ordinance and, as the point bas been the
subject of mnch discuseion before the Select Cnm-
mittee, it will perhaps be permissible to treat of it
more widely than the somewhat reatricted extent of
the decision in the Turf Stores case wounld other-
wise juetify.
30, - In.this connection it may he recalled that
the eituation which led to the appointment of thia
Commitiee was precipitatad by the action of the
municipal anthorities of Johannesburg in deciding
in Jannary, 1929, to reserve orders on applications
from ‘Asiatics for licence certificates until it should
He decided whether -or not a “local anthority” or
“boar(]” ig entitled or bound, in considering appli-
cations. under the Ordinance, to take into considera-
tiori the title’of the applicant to occnpy the site in
respect.of which he seeks for a licenca. It i mn-
necessary to discurs how far the Indian community
are juetified in‘regarding this action on the part of
he: municipal. authorities as an attempt to usnrp the
nnctions of the Union Government and, through
the'medium ‘of 2 Provincinl Trading Ordinance, to
enforce laws againgt the occmpation of land which
successive Governments in power in the Transvaal
down to the present Union' Government have re-
frained from enforcing—to do, in fant, what the
Union Government legislated to avoid in 1919, The
whole question of the fature enforcement of the
Gold Law amd of the: protection of interes's which
haye grown up-ip contravention. of that law since
1919 .is raised by parsgraph 3 of the Terms of
Reference and will be disdussed in its' proper place.
Assnming, howaver, as.most ¢f the evidence given
before the Committee asspmea, that the view may
provail thet'for the future the Gold Law is to be
gtrictly enforoed except-as against' thuse who may
now secure protection and their snccessors in title
it wonld follow that for the fntare, it ia undesirable
that Government. or local bodies shonld countenance
illegal occupation by .grauting licences or licenco
&oitHicateii 1o peradne who are prohibited by statute
from qecnpying the premises in respect of which
the licence is sought,
*{ would dtaw & distinotion between the private
townehip and the case where the. restriction is
statutory. You alrrady bave such & distinetion in

section 976 of Act 37 of 1919 whish refers only to.

areas where restrictions are statutory,
3ot o (70 be Continued)
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Parsee Rustomjee Hall,
" 140, Queen Street, Dur_bgn. _
“SYSTEMS OF INDIAN EDUCATION”

BY .
A. SHAKOOR, Esq.,, M.A, BT,
o Tuesday, 15th July, 1930, at 7.30 p.m.
HisWors_l:'ip"tlie Mayor (Rev, A, Lamont) will preside.
e AW’ are-invited to attend.
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Move Towards Republic

A meeting of Nationaliats at Bloemfontein deelded
to form a republican leagne within the Nationakst
Party and to call a conference to that end. The
meeting was attended by representatives of all the
provinces except Natal. The principal ‘speakers
were Dr. H. J. Steyn and Mr, Edeling, of Bloem-
fontein, and Professor de Wet, of Potchefstroom,
The discussion tnrned on the TUnion’s present con-
stitntional position vis-a-vis the Ewmpire all the
speakers agreaing that General Hertzog'a idea of the
Union'a indepandence does not reflect a real in-
Elependenco.. Dr. 8tegn mid ¥hres conceptions were
in lhe'ﬁeld: 1. The Sonth African Party's—that
!ha Union must take ita place without qualification
in the Commonwealth. 2, The Natinnalist Party's
—tbat the Union bad a place in the Commonwealth
with the right to secede in reserve. 3. The view of
this meeting—that tha Union was not now indepen-
dent, that eince tha 1926 1mperial Conference the
Imperial tie tended to harden, and that the soln-
tion of onr national problemn depended on complete
independence—i.e., a repnblic.

Dr. Steyn and Mr. Edeling opposed General
Hertzog's views on indepsndence at the Winburg
Conference of the party last year, but the Premier
had no difficolty in defenting them. It was said at
the Blotmfontein meeting that a Jarge and inoreasing
majority of the Nationalist Party follow the Pramier.

—The Sfar.

" RISKS OF INDIGESTION.

what Every Dyspeptio Should Know,

Most people nowndays realise what
© an important part the digestion plays
in rolation te ewr keaith, When the
digestion gees wreng, the whole
system rapklly becomes disorganived,
&e fail to get proper nourishment
from the food wo oat because wo
cannot digest it, and food that lics
undigoatocr on the stowmnch quickly
formonts and poisons the system,
Flatulence, waterbrash oand olher un-
pleasant symptoms fellow.

It should be remembered that the
stomach, nerves and glands all depond
on the bloed, and when that gots im-
poverished, they are at onco weak-
encd.  Nothing will more promptly
and suroly restore  the digestion
organs to healthy activity than new
good blood,

It is because of their action in
buildmg up and enriching the blood
that Dr, Williams' pink pilla huvo
proved pucceseful in 0 mumy eanos of
indigestion whero ordinary nedicinos

. have failed. The new, righ blood
made by these pills scon tones up the
digestive organs: then the nppetito
improves, and you arc able to eat with
cf:o;ndfort and get full bonefit from your
ood.

Not only will Dr. Williama’ pink pills
improve your digestion; they will
atrengthen your nerves and give you
new vitality.  Of all denlers, or direct
from Dr. Willidms* Modicing Co.,
P.0. Box 604, Cnpe Town; 3s. M. for
one botile, or six for 18s., post free.




