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NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS EXTENDS WELCOME
10 SIR K V. REDDI

IR KURMA REDDI, the Agent of the
Government of India, was the guaest of the
Natal Indian Congress at a public reception
that was held at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall on
Thursday evening. The Hall was packed to its
fullert capacity, over two hundred people standing,
and every available seat was occapied. The recep-
tion was presided over by Mr. Sorabjes Rostomjee,
the President of the Natal Indian Congress, and on
the platform were the Mayor and Mayoress, Dr. and
Mrs. Loram, Senator Brisker, Messrs. Harold Wodson,
M. 8. Randeree, Ismail Bobat, Fleming Johnstone,
V. 8. C. Pather, Advocate Albert Christopher, Rev.
Henry Cotton, Messrs, W, Wanless, A. I. Kajee and
P. R, Pather. There was a representative gathering
in the Hall, prominent amongst whom were Mesars.
V. Lawrence, M. A. Motala, R. B. Chetty, J. Rustom-
jee, A. H. Kazi, M. M. Lokhat and 8. R. Naidoo.
Sir Kurma was accompanied by his two sons.

Mr. Ruostomjee rising to speak said :—

A little over six months ago we met at the Durban
Wharf wishing our distinguished guest Sir Kurma
Reddi, bon voyage. You are no doubt aware that
when the genial Agent of the Government of India
left these shores he wae in indifferent health. He
had been carrying ou the onerouns duties of the
Agency under this severe handicap with a
cheerfnl heart, and it was only on medical advice
that he had to leave us on a recuperative leave.

To-day, on your behalf it gives me pleasnre to
extend to Sir Kuarma a hearty welcome back lo
Natal. We are happy to learn that a few months’
stay in India bas improved his bealth considerably
and we sincerely hope that before loog our South
African air will completely restore his health.

Sir Korma has arrived at a moment when the
South African Indian community needed his help,
for, the Transvaal Indians were being faced with
the Transvaal Asiatic Tenare Bill which is at once
destructive in natare. You will remember that
dering the absence of Sir Kurma in India the
Government of India sent out Mr. J. D. Tyson who,
in his capacity as the Acting Agent snbmitted a
formidable statement to the Select Committee,
Despite this statement in which Mr. Tyson appealed
for justice and fairplay, the Belect Committee
without giving the slightest heed to the Indian case,
recommended some drastic measares against the
Indian traders, The provisions of the Transvaal
Asiatic Tenure Bill seek to create ghettos for the

Indiznain the Transvaal, and the Bill is undonbtedly
a rovival of the Segregation policy of the Govern-
ment as was contained in the Areas Reservation Bill
of 1925, That the Select Committee was desperate
was at once noticed in its recommendation that the
Bill shonld be passed in the Session that has just
proroguned. It was a difficult task that was set to
Sir Euarma. Before he had actnally touched
Lorenco Margnes, the Minister had already gazetted
the BRill and the first reading had already talken
place. It was indeed difficalt to get the passage
of the Bill postponed, but we are happy to learn
that Sir Kurma has been able to secure the poat-
ponement of the Bill.

It is just over eighteen montha ago that Sir Karma
assnmed the duties of the Agent, and within that
perind the Indian commnnity of South Africa have
come to love him. His services on our behalf have
bern immense and we are profoundly grateful to
him. There is no doubt that troublous times are
ahead of ne, but I am confident that with his con-
summate statesmanship, Sir Eorma will be able
to steer our vessel clear off the breakers.

I am also happy to extend a welcome to Mr, V,
G. Kurms, who has come ont with his illustrious
father as his private secrelary. I am sure that he
will not find himself in & strange country, but that
he will find his counntrymen extending him the
hand of feliowship.

Let us hope that daring his stay in South Africa
Sir Korma will be endowed with health and that
his stay will be a pleasant one.

At the conclusion of his speech the President
garlanded Sir Kurma and presented a beantifnl
bougnet {o the Mayoress. The Mayor and Mr. V. G.
Korma were also presented with bouquets. The
chairman wag followed by the Mayor, who made a
witty epeech, Advocate Albert Christopher, Mr.
Harold Wodson, the Editor of the Nalal Advertiser,
and Senator S. 8. Brigker,

8ir Kurma who was well rceeived thanked the
chairman for the very kind sentimenis éxpresaed
and dwelt at length on the unfo-tunate position the
Transvaal Indians will find themselves in were the
Transvaal Asiatic Tenure Bill to become law.

We shall give a fall report of the speeches in
our next issme,



A HUGE JOKE

THE first instalment of the Simon

Commission Report has begn pub-

lished, The second instalment is
due to be published in few days time. The
first instalment was sufficient to raise the
wrath of the millions in India. It would
be as well, therefore, for the Imperial
Government to refrgin from publishipg the
second instalment, The Report brings to
our mind some of the silent pictures we
have seen at the Cinemas. Before one has
seena hundred feet of the Alm one is
always able to guess most accurately the
conclusion of the story. That is what has
happened in the Simon Commission Report.
Now that we have read the first instalment
we should be able to guess what Sir John
Simon has in store for India in his second
instalment.  But ip his first instalment Siy
John has entertained us with a hyge joke.
He mentions, apparently for the edification
of his countrymen in Great Britain, that
Mahatma Gandhi does not stand alone.
Surely the Imperial Government could
have saved India the enormous expensec of
a Commission jusi to ascertain this truth.
The 1921 non-co-operation movement pro-
vided evidence in abundance that the
Mahatma wielded an enormous influence
and that he was the one person in the
whole of India, who could move the masses
to action. Presumably the |mperial Govern-
ment could not avoid the periodical happy
jaunts to India, so lopg as the Indian
Treasury is able to foot the bill, It was a
splendid holiday for the members of the
Simon Commission and the piece of gra-
titude that the Indian peoples have received
from them is the report jusf suybmitted. |t
is the same old story; caste prejudices and
Hindu-Muslim disunity. The Commission-
ers couid have easily left this part of the
story to Miss Catherine Mayo, They were
charged with a spcciﬁc duty. That duty
was not performed. The Report provides
us with ample evidence that the Com-
missioners were more concerned about caste
prejudices and Hinduﬁl\_flu_slinﬂll_sli_js-qnity than
they were about the fitness of I[ndia to
receivg Dominion status. Could any per-
son therefore blame the Indian Nation for
koycotting the Simon Commission ?

Full Dominion status is India’s claim.

Simon Report

First Section Issued

London, Monday.—The suggeation that India, if
given complete Daminion statzs, wonlki be entirely
unahla to defend herself from invasion or maintain
internul order, ia the only dircetion in which the
firat section of the Simon Report, published to-day,
definitely lets the cat ont of the bag. The report
gives 8 political and social snrvey of India, the
Commiselon’s recommenditions being reserved for
another yvolume, o be publisbed on Jone 24. It
nay be récalled that the commiesion was appointed

nder the Government of India Act (1919,)) which
gave India a form of conmtitntionnl government
which is intended to lead by stages to full reapon-
sible government, The 'Act slipulated 'thai a
Commission ghonld report progrese every ten yeprs.

Pace Of Development

The first section of the report is most reserved,
the only straws showing which way the wind will
blow being the emphasis laid on the “‘pace” of
Indian development, the presest illiteracy and the
small amount of eduacated poljvical opinion.

" The report conclndes with a scnlence which wil
be a ghnck to Fleet Street extremists, who insiat on
calling’ 'Gandhi’s followers isolated agitators. It
reads almost Hke a knell: “All alike are in sympathy
with the demand for eqnal statns with Earopeans,
and proclaim their beliof in self-determinatign for
India, Tlpis attitude is largely dictated by gelf-
respect. It is more than a personal feeling. I} ig
the claim of the Enat for recognition of stafus.” It
is newal to date this demand from the defeat of
Ruoesia by Japan. There iz no doubt thac it had
profound repercussions, but the events of the last
two decades have accelerated the movement.”

Small Proportion OF Literates

On the other hand, the report makes clear the
definitq political consciousness enjoyed by the
extremely limited npmber of educated people, who,
through ‘being able to read, enjoy enormous power
over the masses, of which only seventesn men in
a hundred are literite. ' T '

The quality of the Indian mosses is shown by
the faet that out of three hundred and twenty
millions counted in the last census, nincty” per cent.
were living in fhe districts in which they werg
born, and another ei,ght per cent. were living in
contiguous districts. ' '

The report asks: How can men of such limited
experience nunderstand the implications of ‘overseas
trade, tarilfs and frontiers, or the bagic problem of
the variety of India iteelf?

The report adds: “The idea that the courge of
government can be controlled by his pqllf_u_qn
opinions is whotly foreign to the Indian ryot.”

Clash Of Castes

Dealing with the ppce at which Indian poli;icg}
foeling advances, the report poinis out that thq
educated eeize avidly on ‘theories and phrases of
political science preached in Earope and America,
but forget the long process of bistory and the
break-down of class divisions behind Westerp de-
mocracy. Oa the othér hand, the clash of castes is
being intensified among the tmassed themselves.

The Commission tackieb the problem of the army
in India with nnusual boldneas. It atates that ne
other seation of Lhe British Ewpire is 8o definitely
and permanently threatened with jnvasion a8 India.
On an average, once annually since 185(} the army
bas bad to muke an expedition againgt border.
tribeg ocoupying a vast territory pot subject tg the
League of Nations, Elsowhere in the Empire the
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dier i only of theqretiqa]l gupport to the poliee-
fnan, whereas in India no' police force could deal
with a sudden ontbnrstof religious frenzy, and _tha
use of troops to maintain internal order 13 increasing
rath: ¢ than diminighing.
British Soldiers Needed

The use of British goldiers, the report siys, is a
necesvity, a8 they cannot be snapected of favonring
either the Mostems or Hindus., The races which
provide the Lest S=poys, it ia stated, ace emphatically
nop those with the greafest appoq:pltqb:peplq- of
mind, and the report a:lds that it wonld bp_ aserious
mensce (6 India’s peace if Earopran soldiers wero
withdrawn and order maintained sol2y by represcnta-
fives of India’s fighting races, .

" In regard to the demsnd for a larger proportion
of Jndjan officere, the commission i§ apparently
beraret] to muke concrssions. i

" Another briéf but important section of the report
strcsses the enormous importance of the integrity of
the higher judiciary, who are all Earopeans, among
8 litigation-foving people stich as the Indiaus.

Masses And The Vote

It further siales that though there may be some
corruption among Indiac snb.ragistrates, there ‘is
little direct evidence of it. Ia regard to the acjual
details of government, the report does not cotamit
iteelf in anty way, except to ‘point out that the
nilian masges ars'completely mhable to andaratand
he idea of the vote influencing & legislative e-
regentative. Therefore, thonch it is fatrly bbvions
bat the commission intends to recommend some
additional recognition of Indian publie opinion, it
is impossible to eay what ingenious formuls it hds
worked out to imiplement that idea while observing
_t}le g_bp_ve factg.

Goal Of British Policy

In the present volume the Simon Commissinn
emphasises that the declared goal’ ¢f British 'lndian
policy was laid down in Mr. Montagn's announce-
ment in the Hotse of Commons on Angust 20, 1917.
The policy of His' Mujesty’'s Goverhment, wirk
which the Government of Indis was id complete
dccord, is that of the increasing association of
Iadians in every branch of administration abd the
gradual development of self-governing ' constitntionb
Wwith a view to the progressive realisation’ of
tesponsible govérnment in India a8 an integral part
of the British Etpbiro. ' oo B

This was characlerised in the Montagu-Chelms-
ford report as the most womenjous ntlerance ever
made in India’s chequered career. “We énter upon
our task, therefore,” says the reporr, “npon the
basis and assnmption thit the goal defined phy Nr.
Montagn represents accepted policy, aud thal the
puly proposals worthy lo be considered are pro-
posals conceived in tha apirit of the aunomncement
of 1917 and inspired with the honest parpsss of
giving it its due effect.” oo T

The report proceeds to declars that progresa in
this policy can only bo schioved by successive
stages. The British Guversment and the Govern-
ment of Jndia, on whow responsibility lies for the
welfare and advancement of Indian peoples, mnst
be judges of the time aud measare ‘of each advance,
and they must be guided by the co-operation
received from tbose upon whom new opporinnities
of service will thus be conferred and by tho extent
to which it is foand that confidence can be reposed
in their sense of responsibility.

After full discussion of the aspects of the problem,
the report concludes with' an es:imate of public
dpinion in India. The report’ declares that interst
An politica in India ig etill necessarily confined to a
emall minority, bnt this i8 due very largely to
gpecial * cifcumstances, Commanal and sectional

feelings are nearest the gnrface, and it is inevitable
that they shonld take precedence of more general
political conceptions. Tha grow'h of political
emscionsness in, therefore, hindered not only by
the tradition, which so widely prevails—that policy
is a matter for the Government and not the citizens
to decide—but by practical obstacles of” distande
and ignorance which remiin to be overcome and
broken down, " S L -

The report pointd ont that in the last generation
India was swayed at bne' dnd the sithe t'me by
force of several conceptiong which in Earope hid
a certain seqnence. *‘Indian political thonght finds
it tempting to foreshorten history, and fs" dnwilling
to wait for {the final stage of prolonged evolution.
{t is impatient of the duclrine of gradnalness.”

Equality Sought

The Commission declares that with all its varia-
tions of expreasion and intensity of political senti-
ment, which are mnst widespread among all edncated
Indiags, is the expression of a duraand for egnality
with Enropeans and resentment againat any suspi-
cion of differential treatment. *While the e¥-
perienced Indian rmember of the services will‘ admit
the benefits of the British Raj and will realise the
difficnlsiea in the way of ¢ \mplete self-governfnent, -
whiie a member of a minority cominunity, patting -
the safety of his commuanity first, will stipulate for
safegnards, and while the moderate 'may’ look
askanee at extremist methods, which he will’vide
openly denouncs, all alike ar» in dympathy with the
demand for equal s:atna’'with the Europeau dnd pro-
claiim their belief in self-determination - for: the
Indian.” oo

The volome concludes with the following para-
graph: “The British people, so long accustomed fo
self-government, ars bound' to sympathise with this
movement, aven though they miy deplare 'some’'of
ita manifestations. We are pladged to help ‘Tndfa
along her way, and constractive effort is needed. In
our view, the most formilable of the evils ‘from
which India is snffering have their roots in social
and economic custowns of long standing, ‘which can
oniy be remediud by the action of the Indian peoples
themeelves. They are much less Jikely to bs
remedied if the blame for theit continnancee can be
put, however unreasonably, on others,’ We' desira
to see the forces of ' publie opinion” whicl® exist in

‘India concentrated snd strengthened for' practical

wark. It is only when the difficalties of construc-
tive policy are really faced thit the inadequacy of
general phrases b gins to be realised.”—Reuter.

Opinions Unanimous
In connection with the publication of the firtt

volums of the S8imnn Commission’s report—a bu'k
docament of 409 pages comprising a historical sir.
vey of the position—it {s understood that botn’ ra-
porta are unanimous and do pot contain a'single dis:
senting minute, T e Ry
The reason for the interval in the publication of
two reports is that the first volume containg im-
portant matter vital to the understanding of the
siecond report, P Ees
The ingairy was conducted over a period of two
and a half yeare, The commission travelled 7,000
miles on its preliminary visit and 14.000 miles on
the second visit, and its unprecedents | thoroughnesa

-4nd unanimity should impress foreign conntries, and

tertainly India;
Not An Individual Performance

It-is emphasised that, althongh the report 'ivill in-
evitably be known as Sir John Simon’s raport, it it
not an individnal performunce. The' full atténdancs
of its seven members was remarlkablo throughout. * °

An jnteresting paragraph says that it iirilI bhe a
profound error to belittle the Indian nationalist
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movoment. While it is trae that it directly nifect n
the hopes of a very small fraction of the peoplu of
India, none the less it concentrates all the forees
roused by ‘he appesl of national dignity and natinnal
self-consciousness.— Renter,
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MAHATMA™S MESSACE—TRADE DEPRESS[ON
IN INDIA—-LAHORE CoXNsrIRacy CAsp
ORDINANCE—CORGRESS PLANS AND MR.
PATEL.

The meesage dictated by Mabaima Gandhi at
Dandi when the romour of his arrest wis nnce
circulated, hag now been releancd for pnblieation,
Init hesays: "I have given nnmerous messsges.
What is the nae of thia message, if no reaponse bus
heen made to 80 many messaged 7 Bat 1 see from
the news that the men and women of Gujurat have
come out in large nambers. They have not com-
mitted any breuch of the peaca in Gujarat. Mried
and popular servants of the people have heen one by
one arrested. 8till the people have not been dannted
and have committed civil disobadience enthnsiastic-
ally in increasing numbers, -If snch an anspicions
beginning is carried to its full conclnsion, complete
Swaraj is a certainty and India will have set to the
whole world an example worthy of herself. Swaraj
obtained withont sacrifice never endures. People
may, therefore, have to make endless sacrifices. In
8 real sacrifice there is always one.sided suflering:
that is, without killing others one hus to die. May
India accomplish this ideal.

After ] am arrested, neither the people nor my
colleagues should be daunted. The conductor of
this fight is God und not I. IHe dwells in the hearts
of all. If we have faith in ourselves, God will
certainly lead us. Our path ia fixed. Whole villages
ghould come forward and pick or manufacture suilt.
Women should picket lignor and opium shops and
foreign cloth shops. In every house, yonng and old
should begin spinning on the Mil, There should
be bonfires of foreign ecloth. Hindus shovld regard
nope a8 untonchable. Hindns, Mahomedans, Parsis,
Christians, all should heartily embrace one anniher.
Major communities should be satisfird with what
remains after patisfying the minor commaunities.
Ytadents should leave Government schools and
(Government gervanta should resign and bs employed
in the service of the people like the brave prfels and
talulis who bave resigned. Thus ahall we cuasily
attain complete Swaraj”.,

Trade Depression In India

Presiding recently at the annual meeting of the
Bombay Presidency Trades Association, Mr. D. J.
Wright referring to the trade deprigsion in India
gaid that trading conditions Lad been bad and there
was prospect of immediate improvement. In his
opinion, the present conditions wera not peculiar to
India alone, but all parta of the world, Referring to
fature progress he said there existed political, and
ecopomic difficulties, which were made worso by
considerable party mistrusta and prejadices snd
uniil they were removed {here wis no prospect of
progress.  Proceeding, he declared that foreign com-
petition and ruinous strikes had affected the textile
industry badly, which be hoped wonld recover soon
a8 a resnlt of the new Tariffs, which Governmuent
should be agked to enforce immediately. In con-

clugion, he said that proaperity to mill indnostry
meant mnch trade in the conntry and the city
particalurly.

Lahore Conspiracy Case Ordinance

The Governor-General haa promnlgated an Ordi.
nanco ander which the trizl of 24 aceunsed, including
Hhagat Singh and Dutt, in the Lahore Conspiracy
Case, which baa bern proces ding befora Pandit Shri
Kirhen, Speciul Mugintrate, for nine months cesnes,
and the acensed are deeme-l to have been committed
to the gessions,

The sssiona trial will take the form of three
jndges gppointed by the Chief Justice of the Labore
High Conrt of Judicature.

The Tribunal before whom the accused in the
TLahore Conspirucy Case are to appear, will have
power to tuke snch meusnres, s it may think
necessary, to secure the orderly enndnet nf the trial.
Where any acensed, by a voluntury act, has rendered
himegelf incapable of appearing bofore the tribanal,
or rediata his prodaetion befors it, or bebaves in a
pergistently disorderly manner, or in uny other way
wilfolly condacts hime-1f to reriously prejudice the
trial, then the Tribunal may, at any stagoe, Jdispense
with the attendunce of guch accused for ench period
as it may think it and proceed with the trial in his
absence.

Where a plea i8 required in anawer to a charge,
from an accused whose attendance has been dis-
pensed with, sach acensed will be deemed not to
plead guiity. An order diapensing with 1be attend-
ance of an accuded rhall not alfect his right of being
represented by a pleader b any stage of the irial,
The proceedings of the Tribunal shall be tinal and
there shall be no appeal.

Congress Plans And Mr. Patel

Mr. V. J. Patel, 1ix-President of the Legislative
Assembly, who arrived at Bombay last week, in 8n
interview said :  “All [ can say about the urrest of
Mahatma Gandbi is that the manner in which it was
carried ont does wo credit to the British Govera-
ment, ‘To arrest a man like Mahatmia Gandhi at
mid-night like a thief is disgracefnl,

“I ghould like to add thut [ regurd the programme
of boycott of British goois in general and all foroign
cioth in particalar as more imporiant than any other
programme of the Congress. I am of the opinion
that, if Indian merchants thewmselves tuks the matter
seriously, they alone can win Swaraj for India.
How and in wbat manner thry can help to bring
about Swaraj ia a matter which I am going to dis-
cned with them during my stay in Bombuay.

“My programme is the Cnongress one. We will have
shortly a meeting of the All-India Working Oom-
mitteo, of which I am now & mewmber, and there we
shall discuss the programme fo be carried out by the
country. I havedefinite vinws which I am going
to place bofore Lhe Working Commitiee at Bombuy
or at Allahabad, whorever it will be convenient lo
most of the members,

“I ghall be going to Gujerat to have a discussion
with the workera there, but nothing definite can be
paid antil the Working Commitiea meets,

“I am decidedly for provineial autonomy in res-
pect of carrying ont the Cougress programme and
for laying out general principles to be followed by
the whole of India.”

A Warning

aqGandhi will, in all probability be avrested and die
behind the bars of the British pricons, a muortyr of
Indiun people, bt his blood will risc enough to drown
ull the Englishmen under it, before it can hope to drown
the 350 millions of intisn people!™
Rev. Holmes.
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The Asiatics Bill

Services Of The Agent-General

The following, by J. De V. Ds Beer, appears in
The Star (Johannesburg) :—

It was a good thing for the Indiin commnniry
that Sir Karma Reddi retored from India when he
did. He arrived in (apetown at the paychological
moment. Had he come only a few days later the
Asgiatic Trading Righta Bill woulid most prokahly
have passed into law. In faet it is not too mnch
to say that but for his inter-position there was
nothing to prevent the measare from being placwl
upon the Statute Book,

It may well be contended that Sir Knrma has
gncceeded in mer-ly putting off the evil day and that
the postponement of this meusnre is hut a respret-
ful concession by thia G vernment to the Gnvern-
ment of India, whom Sir Kurma Reddi se ably
represenis, Hut this can bardly be the case,
becanse the Government viewed tha Bill most
gerionsly. and from the almost undignified manner
in which they oendeavonred to harry it throngh all
the necessary Parliamentary stages it wrnld seem
that they were determined that the restrictions it
proposed to place npon Asiatic trading were im-
mediately required. With the postpinemen. of
the Hill until the next session of Parliament the
case for urgency disappears, and the matter of
economic necessity only remains,

In regard to this latter question the intervention
of Sir Kurma must he of great assistance o the
Arialic community, and althongh he may not
succeed in preventing a law dealing with the enrt-
ailment of Asiatic trading righis from being passed
eventually, he mnst probably will snce ed in having
the measure considerably modified. As he himnself
is reported to bavessid, the adjonrnment will give
iz and bis people an opportanity of studying the
Bill carefully and of preparing them to me~t its
proposale, and it will give the membhers of Parlia-
ment a chance to acquaint themselves more thorongh-
ly with its provisions and with Indian views on the
subjeet, thus enabling them the better to cope with
the difficulty.

In thie Sir Knrma has bit the nsil on the head
becanse & good dral of the legislation directed against
Asiatics in the past was ill.considrred for no other
reason than that the vank and file of onr Parlia-
wenlarians are often qnite indifferent to the detuils
of any measure affecting Asiatics. The preamble
of the Bill is what really intorests them and when
they have read the words “Whereas it is nec~ssiry
and expedient to further resirict Asiatic trading
rights” or whatever else the preamble may contain
they leave the rest of the Bill to the mercy of
the mover.

There is no apparent malice, bat it is the air of
uncoencern that is so disconeerling and that has €0
often had the effect of expnsing the Indian to
!:ardahip and remorse,  If Sir Karma Reddj gncceeds
in shaking this form of apathy he will not only
render a signal servica to hig coantrymen, but he
will also have reminded ome legislators of their
reaponsibilities towards a class of pergons who may
well possess ideals and aspirations worthy of care-
fal attention.

J. DE V. DE BgER.

Asiatic Traders At Springs
Town Council’s Refusal - Of Application

Arising out of the application of the local Bombay
Bazar proprietors for a goneral dealers’ certificate
for erf 13, Sorings, a special mesting of the Springs
Town Council was held recently. It will heremem-
bored that this application came bofore the (Counecil
a* i'a last ordinary wmeeting, when the applicants,
H. E.and A. H Laher, were examined at length
and the Conncil eventonlly decided to defer its
decision,

The Conncil considered the question in com-
mittee, and, on coming into open Council, the
Mayor (Mr. W, J. McCann) said that the Couneil
Irnd refused to grant the licence to the junior partner
in the irm, A. H, Laher, on the grounds that he
wag inexperienced and incompetent. Before giving
their deeisinn in the ¢ase of the senior partner, the
Mayor said the Council desired to cross-examine
him ou nne or two gqunestions already asked.

In repiy to Councillor Brink, the senior partner
(H. E. Iaher) stated that when he obtained the
licenrea for his present business on erf 70 in February
last he commenced with three assistants. In reply
to subsequent qnestiona by Cenncillor Brink, the
applicant said he commenced business with one
asgiztant.

Coancillor Brink (to applicant): Do you remem-
ber what yon iold me when yon applied for the
licrnee on erf 707—Yes,

Have yon got the lease signed in respect of
this new business on erf 13 P—Yea.

Who does the proparty belong to 7—Mrs. Prentice.

Did yon ask Mve, Prentice to let the premises to
yon Y—Yes, and offered £15 per moath rent.

After further cross-examination, Courcillor Brink
movl that tha application of H. E. I.aher by rofused
on the gronnds that he is not a fit and proper
person to eondnet liusiness in terms of Bection 6 of
sub-gection 3 of 1926,

The motion was carried nnanimously,—7ke Star.

Sir Kurma Reddi And The
Asiatics Bill

The Rand Daily Muil dated Jone 4 write :—

Sir Knrma Reddi, Agent-General for India in the
Union, returned yesterday afternoon from Cape-
town where he arrived only & few days before the
closa of the Parliamentary Session, but in tima to
intervene aucerssfully in connection with the Asiatie
Trading Riehtg1Bill,

Among thnse to greet Sir Kurma and his son
(Mr. V. 3. Kurma) and Mr. 0. S. Ricketts {(his
secretary) at the station were a number of repre-
sentatives of the Transvaal Indian Congregs, in-
clnding Messrg, P. K. Deeal (Secretary), Medh, E.
Mall, M. D. Desai and the Rev. Sigamoney.

Questioned regarding the Bill which has aroused
so much concern among Indians, Sir Karma Reddi
gaid Indians were immensely thankful to the Govern-
ment for postponing the measnre.

"It was good for us, b2canss it gave us an appor-
tonity of studying the Bill carefally and therefore
preparing to meet the proposale,” he mid. *It wag
gond, too, I think, for the members of Parliament,
for very few of them had heen able to anderstand
its terms in the short time that was given them,
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There is now time for all of us.lo consider it care-
fully. We asked for time, und the Minister of the
Interior has very kindly put it back till next
sesai‘ou._’.',,h . . e .

And about next year—what did he thiak of the
prospecta ? , .

“What can we saf about that—except that I am
always an bbtilmip'i"lrnpiied Sir Karma.

“I cain never hulleve,” he went on, “that the Par-
liandeiik of the Union of Sonth Afric:i. will ever enact
anytliing so unfair and unjnst, Once they under-
stand the implications of this Bill in i1a eutirety, 1
am cobifident thit Parliament will eventially pass a
measure that will be acceptabin 1o all.”

Question Of Evasions

In the cofitde of an interview with a tepresontative
of the Star Sir Karma Rad i wild :—

“Ary évagions of 1k éxisting law cini ¢ertainly be
préventod by provisions which \'von\d make such
eviigions impospible in the future. Bat the intro-
duction of Héw laive, tightening np the pgrip on
Indiafid, i8 injust and uncalled for. Indeed, any
slteration in the Jaw contrary to jndicial decisinna is
uninérited, ind there is positively no reason why
new prirciples should be intraduced in the laws of
this cotintry, which gre already todé bard upon
Indidhd” . .

Although now quite racovered in lLiealth, Sir
Kvriiia adibitted thdt the strain of otfice at pressnt
was “rather beavy,” but he hoped be would have
strongth enongh to carry od his ddties.

News Of Independence Struggle
In India

Four Hindd$ Sentéenced To Death

holapor, Satarday.—Four Hindus have been senten-

ced to death for the murder of two Moslem policemen
during the re-eat rioty,

_Arrest Of Congress Léadeis

Pliree hundrert police, artied wilh lathis, and 50 with
firearms, ander 30 Ediopéiii police officers, surrounded
Congress hepdquarters for the third raid since the givil
disobedierice cambaign was liddched, Si% members of
the War Council of the Cqngress Cimmittee were
arrested, including thé président, Jiuni., Documents
were geiz°d, including a Coogreas balletin which was
published despite ths ban pliced ou its publication.

.. New Wir Colncil ,

Bombay, Sunday.—A secret meeting of the Bombay
Congress Committee has appointed 8 new War Conacil,

replaging the eight oflicers who were taken into custody
following yesterday’s police raid vu Curgress b :adquarters.

) Swarajists Sedtenced

e ten menm| lja of the Bombhay Congress Committee,
wha wgre_q;\yes‘w in the raid on the Conyresi bead-
gnarters on IFriday, including Patel; neshew of the ex-
president of bbe Legislative, Assembly, und Mokuad
Malaviya, so of P‘up'ﬁib Mulavigs, the well-kuowa ilindn
leader, bisge been senteng d to six months' rigorous iw-
prisonient, says s Reuter's cable from 8 mbay,

An Uncalled For Campaign

Shdtkag Al, who wus oné of Gaudhi's rigkt-land men
jd 1921 i the no-cdperation movenpedt, in n speech_ at
Bt_!'q;!mF, coudémaed Gandhi's cithpaign as uncalled for,
utitizely and ill-conceived, Heo gnid jt lad raised a wall
bétweer ]'E'['I'lelim Jun_d Moglems  Snaukat Ali added tbat
Oongresamen Had up to the present failed to make an

s can aee
[

impression on the Government, nnd were now directing
their efforts to drag in ihe Mostemn. He guve an

asrurance that the Congrestmen would soon be dis
illusioned.— Reuter,

Moslems Support Gandhi

Bumbay, Wednesday.—An enormous meeting of Mos-
lems pus:cd a resolution suppurting the Gundh’ eanyaign
and appenlinz to Moslems thronghoat Indin to 1ak* pirt
in the civil disob.dicoce movement aad boycot Britsh
geods, )

The resolution stated thit as long as the Co gress
Purty amd the Moslem Counril did ot prticipate in the
round-1able conference, no Moslem ahonld attend it a1 a
represetutive of the Moslem commanity,

Worli Riots

Theriots at the Worli d-tention camp yesterday beyan
in the morning, when 1,000 volunteers who bud been
arreatrd cn charges under the 8ult Act prowested agsinst
the Kiny's birthdny eelebrations, The volaateers hossted
black flazs over their quarters, dod, wearing black bands,
paraded tlie camp sbouting revolutionary slogans.

This nttracled lurge crowds and led to the disturbances
in which 88 persons, including two wo.nen, one of whom
bad a leg broken, were injured,

Rioting At Midnapore

Calentls, Sinday,—One police officer it reported to
be derd and bwo nitgsing a4 resnlt of 4 Aerions riot it
Ghoenaghat in the ditrict of Midnipore or Jore 3,
when villagers are reported t6 bave attacked & party of
police and reitioved their unifornié aad arms,

It is understood that 17 porsons were injored st
Balizali, in the same district, on June 6. Tne police,
afier a froitless charge, in whicli they dsed théir lachis,
fired on 1,300 voluntecrs who were attetapting to mand-
fac tre ealt, . .

The Inspector-Geveral of Police in Bengal hag left for

Midoapore with rejnforrements owing to the seriousness
of the sitnation in the district.— Reuter.

Europedn Shops Picketted
Bombay, I“rid@y.é?io'ket{hg q[ FEuropean shops hss
been atarted in the Fort area by voluateers wearing khaki
shurts, ghorts and Gaodbi cape.

The vilanteers are urgring Indiads not to eater the
area, but are pt iaterforing with Eoropeans. Oae of
the outfitters bas supplied the pickets with stool.

Boycott Cairigaigh 1d ThHe Villdges

Simla, Tueslay,—\ Gazatte Ext:asrdiniry wnotifi:s
the application of the Viceroy’s ordidances in repard to
the preventiod of jotimidution snd the wnlawiul insti-
gation of the pon-payment of taxes to Beagal, Binro-
Rissa, Assavi and the North West Frootier province; and
the applicatlon of the former Ocdiasnce to the Puajaly

At Bombay the Conizress has ﬁﬁbealg«*.ﬁo lialf &
millind voliiiitéers to carry the bogcott of British goods
tovenient into the ¥illages throdghout [idia .

A pnbliv meeting wis held to ¢l:brate the ro-dalled
vistory of tlle Satvagrahis b Wadila sl depot on
Sniidag.  he épeakirs Wppedled Lo the -volunteers to
enlist in d.lance of the Vieeroy's new ordizancés

British Woman's Protést 1n Bombay

Onloatte, Moadag,—~Miss Ids Dickidron, a promicen’
Bombay eovisl worker, lids resiyned from the Bombay
Tiegi-lative Conncil “48 o protest agsinst the Govern-
ment’s represvive ineasyces.”

She hos refus-d to acoept,the Kaiser.i-Hiod medal
awarded her in the lust hirthday honrours—Renter.

Court-Martial Report o
Abbotrabad, Sunday.—The conrt-martial of members
of the Royal Garwhali Regiment who refased to obey
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obders has concluded The conrt will sond its recom-
mendations to the officor in chares of the Northeg om-
roand for final orders, which will be annoanced by Army
Headquartgrs,

It is understood that 43 riflemen of the same company
are in the lock-u; on a similar charge.~—Reuter.

Relzase Of Mrs. Frere o

Captain and Mra, Frere and Major TFarley, the two
Indian officers whio were kidoanped oa the frontier in
Balnchistan, were released throagh the intervention of
the Afghaii authorities, says the Calcotta correspondent
of The Star,

Mr. fyson’s Statement To The
Select Committee

( Contlinued from last week )

9. ff twb Triaiah Hoes ndl kéep pach Wil the
Transvaal Earopean in mere numberg—and on that
point I may remark that apart, Arom j.mq;lgrmls
thers will always be ah influx of Earopaans into the
Transvaal from other Provinces guite apart from tho
natordl incrense. The figures I pive ih paragraph 4
of my statement show how the Earopean populatiod
is Hoing up by leaps and bonnds—it is also tros that;
with one important exteption, be kiklly competes
with bim econnmitally. Annixnre No. 2 to thik
gtatement shows the nccapations of Enropbang and
Indians in the Transvaal as disclosed by 1he census
of 1921. From this table it is clesr that the Indian
seriously competos with the Evropean in one fi-ld
alone—that covered by the head “Commeraial,” The
Indjan community io the Tranavasl ie definitely a
trading community, Rain their trade and you ruin
the Tranavaal Indian community completely and
iregmodiably. ., ;

10. The Indian trader in the Transvaal has pot
sbown much enterprise in going ouiside a  well-
défined rhnge n? busitiess. Ho speciallbag it grocéries,
60tt gobds, ahd the distribution of frait and vege-
tdbles. In {hede lihes ho hag generationd :(i‘ training
belithd Lifin and it is generdlly admitted thdl he
shows spieclal dplitndé for them. o the rifal enm:
mthity he hias a pecaliar enotiomic value in that,
being content with a smiall tnen-nver, he ealf dfford
to establish gmall stores in idolated distriots whére
thé costom would not support 8 white inan: he is
alao thore accomithodating in his dealings with the
farmer than are his rivals of other fates; iving
longer credit in times of searcity, ahd regarding
trade as an end in its-lf and not as a means of fore-
cloging on his castom-r's land. In the Transvaal he
cannot take posdessioh of the liud, bat I do ot
thiok Indian traders in other parts of the Union
hdve shown an_i teridency to foreclose on their cug-
tomers’ land. In the large towtis, while scircely
competing at all with the better clags of En n
ghop, the Indian store, it id snbmitte 1, isa real 00D
to the poorer class of hounsewife among the Earo-
peans, to the Indian, the edslonrel man and the
ndtive. Thé Indien vegetable:-déales performa a
dervice alike to the Earopeatl hungaholdet th whinsg
door he brings bis prodnce and to the Haropean
markél-gardenér for whom he plays thé {art of g
digtribator. 1f the [ndian dealer did not A 2 want
smong the piorer elementa of the Earopean ¢om.
musity, the prejudice wbich his coloar oxcites
wounld long 2go have ensured his elimination, We
find, on the contrary, that such sttempts gt & boy.

11. ‘Thé comparative sticceds Wwhibh; id bpits of
many disabilities, thé Indian tradet often dehiaves is
sometimes attribdfed to what is called “unfair com
petition.” To a rival trader any suecessftil coitipeti-
tion is liable ta dppear “uafair,” bul ompetition ig
not of itself an evil. 1am soiry to i"a"ve to ntLer'
that platititde bnt in view of the evidehcs gived by
some witnesdes It is riecestary,  If it be tru that by
cutting down overlieal chatgés theé Indian {s abla ta
dndérsell his white combetitor: the resulf, g8 had
beén pointed out to the Comnmiittee, is the plirvéging
of the nectitatied of life at s price which énabied
the phorer “whittes” to maintdin & westerr standard
of living. And if the compelitiot is ir fact fnfitr,
it tndgt not bé fariotteid that th ehdelment of the
Industrikl Coneiliation At of 1924 ani of the Waged
Act of 1925 Havé given Govérnment & Howsr which
they Liavé Hot béeti slow to nse for the cHect of sach
evils a8 the dndérbaying of assistants. A recént fe.
citnménidation 4f the Wages Bokird, atkepted bf
Qoveindient sud gived the forsd of law in_& Jarg
nnmber of ibal Areds throughoat the Unioh, fixced
whge fMtinim for 8hop assistaiitd dt what Tndidhd be.
gard ad a "Entopean level.” “Living.in” by assist-
dhth id stores ean dldo, i€ tounil dbjectioniibile, b
previntéd by legislation applying to alt tices. Sp
fir 46 the chmplaint gosa thit the Indiih oceupied
poik pretiiser, Where th’iT i 4 fdet (and it is not
nnivérsally 80) the poverty of the pethises rédets, ay
Sir Banjamii Robertson poitrtsd out, on the class o
cistoin httacted; moteovel; the fan)t bere liéa legg

with fhe Indian Himsélt thar with the legal syitem
whicll dehys hith stedrity in the site 8n which hig
premilses are etectsd. If ybu do tiot let the Indiag
own thd site il which he carried dh bidsiness; or {F
bid leass iti to be & prebirions tiatler, yor canoot
exfi-ct bim to pat up 4 Woolworth Brilding. o
12. Apart ftom the inerits and de 'i-iﬁ{ of the
Tndian trader, there 15 the queéstion svhgmer a8 4 fagt
he is du¢rdaching eved il this, his ofle large sphera
df attivity in this Trarisvaal, I view GF the Fintantic
diatemlentts comitnonly mide Fegarding thé ntimeticsl
sttength dnd thd “infiltration” 6f the Thdiin trading
cominunity, it %ill be 48 wall at the odlset o
emphasise the fast that Ebé wilnle nauibet of IndiAgs;
male and female, engag -d in “eommercial” parsaits
in the Transvaal in_ 1921 was 4,324 (see Annexare
No.2). This number includes hawkers and padiars,
of whom theis ®bke 686 in Johannedbiid b ona, and
handreda of assistants in shops. It covers cases also
where there are #bveral partders In - rebpect of one
shop. )
_ 13, 1t18 fiot known whetlibé any Hghres have
Yebrl dnbdiitted to the Committes to showy u‘:ﬂ in
ttio Providee a¥4 wholé or in any particalir Aroag
Indian traders are increasiug in numibers, (This -
Wa$ written by me 4 few days ago And eihee thep
gome figities havé been supplied to the Committes,
1 wodld like to refer to them b the end of my
statement,) No considarabla increase in the Prd.
vinee 38 4 whole wonld gasth to be possible, since
the fish in the censns figures for tndiang in the
veriod 1911-1921, small as it is, i largely accounted
for by the iHcredse under thé head of femajog
;-dithet by bitrh in the Trinsvaal or by ifroduction
from elsowli6ré id wives. Eved if there Were no
dther factots at work any gonsid.rabld éxpahsion
Indian trade wonld Ls bampered by labk of dy hds.
quate eapply of Indiah as-is'ants, Tlhe isste of new
licences has been gince 1926 ¢antrolled, under the
Trangvaal General Dealpra’ (Qontrol} _Oniinmice, by
Badies not hotabls for their partidlity o the Asiatig
Bpplicant; The Indizn hiad been hdidpdiad again,
o Goldmha

3?):11 88 have been made have invariably broken by the restrictions impossd by th w; the
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ships Aot and the anti-Asefatic clansea in t!le
m, otpsl:irivato tovnshipa. With all there dis-
advantagea it is not surprising to ﬂnd_tha& COmPpAra-
tive figures, so far as they are available, show a
-dimunition rather than an increass in the number
of Indians trading in the Praviace,

14. It hae not been poesible in the conrse of a
atay of under threa weeks in the Union to collect
comprehensive figures to show, for the Province as
a whbole, whether or not the Indian is nupplantin_g
the Enropean aa a irader. As was remarked by Sir
Benjamin Robertgon in 1921—“Even if the number
of shops were known, it wonld convey mo idea of
the volume of irade,” and he went on to point out
that many Indian shops are “pretty concerne.”
Fignres showing the volume of trade as between
Indian and Earopean firms are pot available, and all
that has been poesible in the time s to nbizin up-to-
date figures, for prnrposes of comparison, where
previous fignres were available from sonrces like
the Reprrt of the Asialic Inqgnivry Commission, or
where statements bave already been made to the
Commiites. Apart from this, no attempt bas been
made lo select special aress or townshipa for in-
vestipation. What ] mran to convey ir, that in the
few figures I bave anbmitted I have not gone ronnd
to places like Balfour. I urderstand that in Balfonr,
gince the General Dealers’ Control Ordinance cime
into force, they bave got rid of every Indian shop.
Balfoor does not fignre in my list. What T did was
to lcok through the Report of the Asiatic Inqguiry
Commission, nnd to take the Ggures in that, which
T assnmes] to be anthentic fignrer; and then certain
figures wore menijoned by wiinesses, and I tried to
got comparative figures, The Commiltes bad the
figares before it from the Municipal witnesaca and
those figures were from places that made the peaition
very bad from the point of view of Asiatic encroach-
ment, and they are not the places I wounld have
looked to if I had been wishing to make ont the
otber side of the care, I teok these figur's from
the report of tbe Asiatic Inqoiry Commission and
aleo the figurea obtained from the Revenne De-
partment. I bave not put up epecial fignres to
support the case one way or the other,

(70 ba Conlinved)

Insects And Disease
(By Dr. F. G. OawsTox)

. The following brief extracls are taken from a
leclure on Disease Prevention recently delivered by
Dr. F. G. Cawston, M D., 1o the students at the
Sastri College in Dnrban :—

Wherever dwelling honses are tronbled by the
vigita of insects or animals, it is ¢lear tbat these pesta
bave access to food. The invasion of wooden floors
or ceilings with bogs or the breeding of thesn in-

- sacts in mattresses indicates that the wood.work or
the mattress bad bettor be destroyed by burnine:
bnt the insects may successfully be destroyed by
‘parafin which i also probably the mest practical
means of getting rid of ticks in tbe hair, provided
one is carefol not to allow the paraffin to eatch
alight. Flies are attruoted to any home where they
can find food left wncovered, and a good way to dis-

. courage their visit is to slarve them.

Mosquitoes will breed in any emall oollection of
water that is left anchanged for a fow daye and {hey
oarry the infeotion of Pevers auch as Malaria, Dengne
and Blepbantlasle, The graes ticks canse somewhat

similar fevers in cattle and cimsed the death of g
humped oxen that were once common at Duarban,

The hookworms bore their way throngh the skin
of those who wade in rivers and find their way to
the bowel where they canse the patient to bescoms
pale through loss of the blood they enck. Thoss
kinds which attack onr dogs and cate sometimes find
their way into the nnprotected skin of children who
walk barn-fonted under trees or it in gardon gofl.
The aimless wandering of the worm under tg
human ekin gives rise to a condition known ay
Sandworm Disease which can be cared only by pro.
longed freezing. The largar worms that are fonnd
in yonng people’s stomachs are the resalt of eating
insnfciently washed vegetables, juat ag insafficiently
cooked meat may resnlt in a peraon becoming in-
fected with the Tape-worm.

WOMEN'S WRONGS

THEY DO NOT HAVE A FAIR CHANCE

“Thank Goodness I wasn't born a woman,” was
the well-known saying of a gr-at .sorgron. Foe
woman's health handicans ber, almost slwave, She
hna pains and disabllities which do not affect men.
Natare dors not give her a fair chanca, Her blood
is more often thinner and poorer than a man's, and
she usually neglects the Girat beginnings of ill-health.

Many of the fair sex who seemad destined to a
life of frequent saffering have been freed entirely
from their ailments throngh the wonderful blood-
making properties of Dr. Williams’ piok pills.
Women mak» too light of their troubles, Many a
honsewife tails all day with a pain in her back and

side, and a burning beadache, and a sense of having
no apine left.

\What a pity that more women will not listen to
their friends whom Dr, Williams’ pink pills have
saved from this misery! These pills onght to be
taken in the first years of womanhood; they may
make all the difference to the health of a lifetime.
But whenever & woman suffers they will help her
—in yonth, middle.age, and after.

All women shounld take advantage of the wonder.
fol help of Dr. Williams' pink pills. Every deraler
aslla them, or direct from Dr. Willlams' Medicine
Co., P.U, Box 604, Caps Towa; 3. 3d. for one
bolile, or eix for 18s., post free,

TENDERS are called for the purchase
and removal of an old Brick residence
situate at 554 on the lower side of Essen-
wood Road, and adjoining Maris Stella
Convent.

Tenders must be lodged with the under-
signed before Saturday the 28th inst., and
from whom fuil particulars can be obtained,
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E. H. POYNTON,
SoLICITOR.
373, Smith Street,
or P.O. Box 12,
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