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Humility

THERE is an Indian proverb that
“The more the mango tree flourishes,
the more it droops.” There can be no
gainsaying the fact that Indians in the
Transvaal have come out of their
strugpgle with honour, and, what is
‘more, without their sacred resolution
having been broken. The suffering
that they have gone through must be
taken as a necessary process of puri-
fication.

The compromise contemplates the
nitimate repeal of the Act, which was
‘the soul of the objection. The volun-
tary registration which has been offered
often has now-been accepted, and the
condition stated in the dignified, yet
humble, letter written by Muessrs.

" Gandhi, Quinn, and Naidoo is that
“the Act is not o apply to those who
voluntarily register themselves. The
Government receive all they wanted
in the way of identification, so that
each parly gets the substance it was
stri;zing for. Looked at in that light,
the compromise reflects credit alike
on the Government and on the Indian

community, The Government have | will accept no comprumise upon such ]
. Fi 3
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shown their strength in having even at
the cleventh hour recognised Lhe
necessity of consulting Indian senti-
ment.  The  much-discussed  finger-

manner, and their acceptance by the
Indian community shows not only its
prudence, but it shows that the Indian
objection has never centred round
finger-prints,

Wemust decline to call this com-
promise a victory for Indians. That
were an abuse of terms, but, if it be at
all applicable in this connection, the
victory is for Truth. Indians have
always Sstated, and rightly so, that
this was a religious fight. People
who only give a superlicial meaning
to the word religion, have failed to
sce any in the Indian struggle, but
Indians themselves have thought
otherwise, They undertook it in the
name of God, and they bave to humble
themselves before Him for having re-
ceived sufficient strength to come
through the ordeal

Moreover, Indians have little reason
to glory over the compromise, but
every incentive to walk humbly, be-
cause the work of a different and
higher type has only just commenced.
The community has, of its own asking,
rbeen put upon its trial. Instead of
the Law requiring it on pain of suffer-
ing the penalties, they have incurred
a moral and, therefore, a higher obli-
gation by offering the Government
every facility for identifying all Indians
entitled to veside in the Transvaal, It
is, therelure, now constructive work,
and, whilst the community has proved
itself capuble of carrying onin an or-
derly, peaceful and perfectly courteous
-manner, the necessary work of des-
truction, it has now to show that it is
capable of solid and substantial con-
structive work, When it has proved
itself worthy of the confidence reposed
in it, the Indian community may have
reason to cougratulate itsell, and will
certainly have risen very high indeed
in the estimation of all thoughtful
men.

WE ARE AFRAID THAT 1T WILL BE
needful for British

The Need of  Indians in this Col-
Discrimination ony to keep a watch-
‘ ful ey: on the turn

of events here. From inspired reports,
it appears that the Imperial Govern-
ment are quite prepared to deprive the
{ Natat Indians of the municipal fran-
! chise, under the provisions of the
- Municipal Carporations Bill, if only
I this Colony will amend the Licensing
; Law to the extent of allowing appeal
i o the Supreme Court from the decis-
vions  of  Licensing Courts’ Ofhicers,

| We hope that the Indian community

prints remain, though in an elastic |

a basis. The two matters are entirely
distinct and should be dealt with each
on its own merits. A franchise once

j granted ought not to be taken away.

We are at a loss to understand why,
for instance, an Indian merchant's
name should be allowed to remain on
the municipal roll (for there are signs,
that even the Imperial Government

will not permit an attack upon vested

interests), whereas his son, who may

be, from the Furopean point of view,

more highly qualified for citizenship,

will be debarred from exercising the

civic franchise. And  what the

municipai franchise has to do with

the question-of meting out justice to

the licensed dealer it is not easy to

explain. If an injustice has alrcady

been done the Indian community, we .
are unable to conceive that it ean be

remedied by its replacement by an-

other injury. It is plain that Natal

Endians are called upon to take a

strong position if they wish to safe-

guard their children’s privileges. There
seems, indeed, to be much ado about

nothiug, for, though, to-day, the Indi-

an is, in.theory, qualified as a municip-

al voter, in practice, he has not exer-
cised his vyhts, realising, with great

self-restraint, the erpediency of not

adding fuel to the fire of prejudice

against him.  Surely it is the height

of unfairness to penalise him for this

display of common-sense and patriotic

duty.

A Theatrical Performance

t

In Aid of Transvaal Indians

A Theatrical Play entitled - Dage
Hasarat, in Hindustani, was given on -
the first instant, in the Victoria The-
atre, Durban, underthe auspices of the
Durban Fruiterers’ Association. The
actors of the East Indian Theatrical
Company and other amateurs took & -
prominent part in the proceedings,
The net proceeds are to go to the
funds of the British Indian Associa-
tion, Johannesburg, in aid of Indians
in the ‘T'ransvaal. The Theatre was
closely packed by all sections of the
Indian community,

Mr. Dadae Osman thanked the audi-
ence on hehalf of the Natal Indian
Congress, and Messrs. Dawad Mah-
omed, Parsce 8. J. Randeria, and
U. M. Shelat also addressed the audi-
ence. )

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee paid a trib-
ute to the conununities represented by
the audivnce and specially thanked
those prescnt on behalf of the British
Indian Association, under the direc-
tion of the Assistant-Secretary of that '
body. Mr. Rustomjee also asked the
peaple to exter:t the game generous
support o tie . st Natsrday when a
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Gujar.‘m play is_to bc: siven fur the
same purpnse.

Alr, O, K. Latel, on heball of the

Fruiterers’ Association, thanked the
leaders of the Natal Indian Congress
and the audience for therr presenie,

Y

Vblunt_;ary 'Registratiqn‘.

Full Instructions -

We have been informed that the
work of voluntary registration for all
the ‘Indians in the ‘I'ransvaal and
which has-been accepted by the Gov-
emment commences in right earnest
on Monday next, the 1oth instant, at
Johannesburg, in the Old Dalch
Church, Von Brandis Square, from
9 o'clock in the morning, except on

the first day, when it will Be*from 1o |

o'clock. Due information will be
given with reference to registration in
oihier places, and it 15 stated that,
except in Pretoria and Johannesburg,
the receiving of applicationts will be
left in the hands of the Magistrates
in the dilferent parts.

" The [orm of registration certiticate
and the form of application have been
considerably changed, in order to suit
the new situation. Every adult male
Indian should present himself for
registration, and all those who are
entitled to receive the certificate will
be registered. ‘Roughly; those who
are in possession of permitd fona-fide
issued to thent, and those who are in
possession of Old Duteh registration
certiticates, being their property, and
all children who entered the country
openly when they were under the age
of 16 years will be registered. The
following may be, to all intents and
purposes, laid down as the rule re-
garding the methods of identifica-
tion :—

(a) At the discretion of the Regis.
trar, signatures, that is to say signa-
tures well-formed, bearing the impress

“of the signatory and not a2 mere
tracing of letters, will be atcepted -in
place of finger-prints from those who
may possess property qualifications,
or may be otherwise known as resi-
dents of the Transvaal.

(b) Signatures in plage of finger-
prmt'; will be zccepted from those
who possess educational qualification
suflicient to satisfy the test under the
Immigrants’ Restriction Act--

{c} Those who have any real or
conscientious ebjections to giving ten
finger-prints, and who do not fall
under either of the above clauses,
may be allowed to gwe thumb-pnn:s
instead of digit impressiops. :

Whilst all these are very-liberal
concessions, in our opinion, it wilt
be more becoming -of the Indian com-
munity not to take advantage of them,
The main point having beeu secured,
we are of opinion that everyane
should give digit i impressions without
the slightest hesitation. In any case,
the Woaders who have u tight net 1y
BV B 2 B0t shondd be e tiep
boowa b and mer. o give thise

—

impressions, so as to [fucilitate the
work of identiication, and make the
process ensier for the Governnent,
We believe that the Indian com-
munity will show its real dignity by
making as limited a use of the con-
cession as possible. We understand

Ahat Messrs, Lissop Mia, Gandhi, and

others who have been closely identi-
Jied wilh the struggle, have ducxdul

not ta claim the concession,
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where his wife lay upon a bed of sick-
ness whence she ‘might never again
arize.  Upon his arrival in Durban,
however, she demanded of him the
cause of his departure from the Trans-
vaal, and when she heard thé cause
peremptorily ordered him to return by
thre next train and submit to his pun-
ishment, He returned, surrendered to

sentenced to three months’ imprison-
ment with-hard labour. | :

Auother man, in Pretoria, who had

the police in Pietersburg, and was

. : ™| disobeyed the magisterial order to
Indian Women and the | t]ylc Colony, was to appear before
Struggle the Court'to receive sentence; His.
—_ courage began to leave him, but his

" A Magnificent Example wite informed him that if he- were a
_— } eoward, she would don his clothes

[.\‘I'FCIAI.I." CONTRIRUTED |

The record of the struggle so satis-
factorily ended in the Transvaal would
be incomplete without a word said of
the heroisin of the Indian womnien,
There are not very many of them in
the Transvaal, owing to the many un-
fortunate circumstances attending the
residence o that Colony of l:t‘]tlSh
indians, but their courage and scli-
denial have received as trying a test
as could well be magmed.

No one who is at all acquainted
wi.h the intense family affection ex-
isting amongst Indians can be unaware
of the supreme sell-sacrifice of the
‘Fransvaal Indian women. Not one

"knew from one day to another when

her husband would be torn from her
side and consigned to thegaols of the
{Colony, when the father ol her child-.

ren would suddenly disappear, when

her natural protector and the family
bread-winner would be swiltly with-
drawn, and she and her children left
to starve, or obliged to rely upon the
honour of the Indian community, that
it would be true to the solemn pledye
taken in September, 1906, and would
maintain the women and children of
those who shouid be incarcerated.
One thing these brave women did
know. They were posilive that it was
impossible for their husbands to fulfil
the religious vows, taken on the oc-
casion of their nuptial cereronies, if
the latter could forswear their sacred

-oath not to register under an easlaving

law. They realised instinctively that,

‘whereas their husbands were, in a
1+ sense, fighting for themselves alone

and their own freedom, they, the
weomen, not only had to regard the
honour ef their husbands and the
preservation of the spirit of the marri-
age rites of themselves, but they had
also to secure the permanent liberty
of their children. Thus they realis-
ed that a double duty, a beavier res-

- ponsibility, was imposed upon them.

1t was for them to safeguard the pres-
ent and the future, _

And nobly did they f(ulfil their
honourable task.  One of the men ar-
rested at Pietersburg was in Pretoria
when the Pretoria men were sentenced
wer harbarmualy, weeriled at the: thovghe
o heasy peoaiticy, incloding Yarg
labane, e hasoly proesedet 1 Natd,

and herself receive punishment on his
behalf. He went to gaol,

The Madrassi women of Pretoria
informed their husbands, sons, and
hrothers, who had undertaken picket
duty, that they need not be atarmed
for them. If the men were arrested
and sent to gaol,
weuld ac once ke their places in the
1:1; kets’ ranks and warn the people of
tln_ perils awaiting them. .

LAt (;(,rnnstun, on Tuesday week, a
mass meeting of Indian women was
held, to pretest against the iniquities
of the law. A resolution was passed
calling upon the Government to res-
pect Indian marital vows, which for-
bade the separation of husbands from
wives and wives from hushands, and
-demanding the right to share their
husbands’ imprisonment. A similar

week last in Johannesburyg, when the

unnecessary such a proceeding.
Instances such as these make us

| realise something of the religious spirit
that animated the oppaosition of the

Iridian community to the Registration
Act.  When the women could show
such courage, it was impossible to
‘doubt the success of the passive re:
'sistance movement, for the men dared
not prove themselves weaker than the
women. In the light, then, of these
incidents, who shall say that the
Transvaal Indian community was
without its heroines. And better still,
who can doubt the possibilities for
good of their offlspring. To be bor

not easily deserved, and the European
colonists should rejoice at the prospect
of the advent of a generation of Indi-
ans born in times of heroism and
strugg gle. imbued at birth with the very
‘instinct of selfsacrifice and deep re-
ligious duty. ‘ :

A. CHESSEL PlgukT.

L

. Inp1ans 18 Jasiaca.  Free Indian

Innpigrants into, Jamiaca can obtain
employment as agricultural labourers
and ean buy pood land at from ’(_l W
LR T teres wikh ggod  prospect o,
""‘L’H‘l a eappbortalibe In;*’uh.uu]

they themselves.

meeting was being arranged for Friday

happy culmination of events rendered’

of such mothers as these is an honour
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The Settlement

News and \.(iews

The Position Up to Date

In the House of Commons on the
31st ulto., Mr. John Morley (Secret:
ary of State for India), amidst cheers,
announced the settlement of the Asta-

‘tic difficulty in the Transvaal. He
paid a tribute to the Transvaal Gov-
ernment for accelerating the good end
of a most critical episode, Mr. Mor-

ley added that a good spirit had been.

shownthroughout the trouble. Reuter.

On the same date a Mereury spegjal
cable states : -

The Trmes to-day expresses pro-
found thankfulness at the settlement
of the Asiatic difficulty in the Trans-
vaal, and congramlates all parties
concerned in the matter. The news-
paper praises cspecially the conduct
of Mr. Gandhi and his friends.

At the same time, he Times tre-
marks, that nobody in the Transvazl,
whether Government or Opposition,
English or Boer, seems to have touked
at the question from any point of view
but that of the most limited provinci-
alism ; and deplores the fact that this
provincial spirit seems to have pre-
vented the tdex of an earlier com-
promise. . -

. The Times correspondent in Cal-
cutta telegraphs that the Transvaal
settlement of the Indian question has
been received with unqualified satis-
faction in India. The sympathetic
artitude of the Indian Government
will, he says, appease the indignation
hitherto prevailing regarding this
matter. s

Speaking to a Zranspaal Lcader
reporter Mr. William Hosken, M.L.A.
said he believed the settlement was
agreeable to all sides. “I think,”
he added, *the Government is to be
commended for recognising the ex-
tremely difficult position that hns
arisen, and meeting it in a practical
and statesmanlike manner.”

The London correspondent of the
Star, telegraphing on Saturday, says
that Z /e T7mes prints in a prominent
position a letter signed by Mr. Patrick
Duancan (late Colonial Secretary of
the Transvaal} and by Messrs. Curtis,
Feetham and Martin {members of the
Transvaal Legislative Council), ex-
plaining that the real object and effect
of the Registration Act is not mainly
the question of trade rivalry, but re-
gard for the future population of the
country, at the gates of which a flood
of immigrants is waiting.

After insisting on the necessity of
the Registration Act and denying that
the finger print system is degrading,
the writers declare that the question
in South Africa, as in Canada and
Australia, is whether partnerfikip in
the Empirs oeecasarily eatrivé the
obligation to allow Asigtics to #nter

"Press from Mr. Patrick Duncan, form-

{.to cases of criminals.

| a praper registration of those who had

I
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frecly, knowing that they can compe!
the Furopean shopkeepers and artis-
ans to adopt lower standards of living
‘or give place to them. The writers
refuse to Delicve that the partnership
is incompatible with the firm belief
of the Furopean in South Africa that
the future of the country lies with
him and his race. )

London, Feb, 30—l.ord Ampthill,
replying to the recent letter to the

er Colonial Sccretary of the T'ransvaal,
and membets of the Transvaal Legis-
lative Council, dealing with the Asia-
tic Registration Act,-and the ideal of
a white South Africa, deprecates such
letters at the present moment. He
repudiates the assertions that the ob-
jections of Indians to the regulations
are insincere.

His Loordship advocates regarding
the matter in favour of the Imperial
standpoint, and wants restricted immi-
gration.— Reuter. ’

London, Ieb. 4.—A farther Blue
book was issued to-day publishing
additional dispatches on the Asiatic
question in the Transvaal ol which
the following is a synopsis :— .

On Jan. =23, Lord RElgin sent a
communication to lLord Selborne ex-
plaining the methods of taking the
finger-prints in use in India. His
Lordship points out that the practice
of taking ten finger-prints is confined

Lord Selborne, in reply, dated Jan.
28, replied, that the Transvasl Gov.
ernment will gladly accept the sume
practice as is in vogue in India, but
that the Indians object to the spirit
rather than the details of the law. °

In a dispatch on the following day,
the High Commissioner announces
that a settlement has been arrived at.

The final dispaich is one frem Lbrd
Elgin on Jan. 31, which congratulates
Lord Selborne and the Transvaal
Ministers upon the settlement, and
acknowledges their uniform courtesy
throughout the correspondence on the
subject.

Johannesburg, Feb. 5 (Reuter).—
Speaking at a political meeting to-
night, Mr. Smuts devoted the most
part of his remarks to the Asiatic
question. He maintained that there
had been no climb down on the part
ol the "Government. The Govern-
ment did not wish to exclude the
Asiatics in the country, but to have

the right to be here. The object of
the Act had leen attained, and the
Immigration Act would keep from
henceforth all Asiatics out. He eul-
ogised very highly the action of the
Rritish Government in not interfering
with them on the question, especially
as the vast majority of the British
Empir¢ was nol constituted of white
people.  He alHo _lhnf‘lkm} the .pr_o'-.l;
grassive Pariy (or Weiping the Choveni |
s ' |

General Smuté on the
Compromise

Au Interview by the * Star ™

The Colonial Secretary, interviewed
on Friduy morning on his way to the
Sterkstroom meeting as to the arrange-
ment arrived at between the Govern-
ment and the Asiatic leaders, made
the following statement to the Siar
correspondent :—

* The position is ths: T have re-
peatedly stated at meetings that we
are not going tu receive the registra-
tioh of A, B, and C as they might
come alowy. Ifthe Indians come to
us as a body and offer to register
within a certain’period, then we will
accept their registration. But the
matter will have to be legalised by
Parliament, There will be no special
sitting of Parliament. The matter will
be laid before Parliament at the next
ordinary session. The arrangementy
that we have arrived at is that al
those Indians who are well known}
who have property, and who are edu-+
cated, will be exempt from the finger-
print system, and they will not bey
pushed lo answer questions aboutﬁ; -
which they have religious scruples.)
The Colonial Secretary reserves the
discretion 1o state who are to be
exempt. This offer, ‘which I have
been asking them to make for 2 month
past, they are making now, and they
promise to " register in three tnonths,
Then T will bring the matter before
Parliament, which will have to pass a .
special law legalising the arrangement.
Meanwhile I undertake not to prose-
cute them. No licences will, however]”
be issued to them pending the de
cision of Parliament, but they cm
trade without licences, There is not
question of the Government having
given in. These people have insisted
that before they register the law must
be repeated ; but the Government has
refused, as it considered this a pre-
posterous proposal, and now the In-
dians have dropped it,” ‘

At Sterkstroom, General Smuts said "
the Government had never any ob-
jections to taking the signatures in-
stead of the finger-prints of the few
hundred men of education, property
or standing among the Asiatics in the
Transvaal. The Indians had now .
offered that they would come in amﬁ
registery all of them giving their fingey .
impressions except those who werd
cducated, were owners of property, or
were men of sufficient stnnding([
and length of residence to make their
identification certain.  Registration
would now take place within three
months. This would place the Colony
in a position to prevent any {further’
Asiatic immigration; most of the; ’
Asiatics in this country did not have,
wives here, consequently the Asiatic}
population would ' decrease, and in
twenty years or mote there would be *
no Asiatic fuestions, and then they |
epitdd fighs our 4 native guestion fnp
theme: ey
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‘A Mr. Gandhi Interviewed

“ Playing the Game"

Mr. Gandhi made a statement to
representatives of the .Press_immudl-
ately on his arrival at his office. He
‘snid : ‘This campaign has undoubtedly
shown one thing, if it bas shown any-
thing—that Indians in the Transvaa!
are deserving of selfrespect and of
ljeing classed as men, The charge has
often been brought against them that
hey are incapable of acting in concert
s the common good. 1-4hink I can
Lirly elaim for my countrymen that
hey have shown unexampled self-
acrifice. Hundreds of poot hawkers,
ather than pay the small fines that
Lcre inflicted on them by the Magis-
‘gate, -underwent the bardships of
prison life, simply for the sake of
principle.  Inthe course of iy pric-
tice I have not noticed many clients
who have been willing tu go to gaol
when there has been the option of a
fine. They have been willing to pay
the heaviest fines if thereby they
‘enuld aveid imprisonment. I must
say that, to a certain extent, the
cohesion that has been shown by the
poutest Indians in the Colony has
sheen an eyc-opener even to me, and
'\‘1 bave no doubt it has been to the
{Colonists. T think it” might also,
‘therefore, be claimed that if the com-
promise that has now been arrived at
is honourable to Indians} as it un-
doubtedly is 1o the Governtienty In-
. dians have figuratively bled lorit. It
*15 not possible to give an adeguate
idea of the sacrifice made by hundreds
of Indians, and in this category I in-
clude those Indians who leti the Col-
ony because they did not consider
themselves strong enougsh to brave the
strugele. Merchants with large stocks
in the Colony were perfectly resigned
to any consequences, but they would
nat submit to a law which in their
estimation degraded them. It was ne-
cessary, I think, for British Indians
. to show as much as they have before
they could claim to be trusted, and in

accepting the petition the Government .

have done nothing more than give
British Indians three months' grace.
We are now put upon our mettle. T'o
my mind the real work commences
only now, W have

‘ TO PLAY THE GAME,

" We have o show to the Government
and to the Colonists that Indiansasa
body have nothing to do with surrepti-
tidus entry—that although there is no
legal obligation we recoghnise a moral
‘obligation to give the Government
complete identification of every Asia-
tic who is entitled to remain in the
Colony or to re-dnter it, and if we
succeed in doing that T think that the
bitterest oppunent of British Indians
will have to adwmit that those who
prove their right to domicile and give

the Government full particulars as to

identification should not only b left
in the Colony unimalosted, but that
lhr)' snoiild Dave every Encutbige:

ment, so that instead of remaining in
.the Colony as a festering sore they
may so far as possible be assimilated
.and form part of the future South
African nation. I do think that the

highest statesmanship in South Africa
'consists not in treating any class of

its inhabitants as almost animals or
" pariahs, but it consists in
‘ TREATING THEM AS MEN;

land raising them to a higher level.
'The question of unfair competition
‘and such other questions crop -up
;only because sonbietimes one notices
fcases of unfair competition, but all
ithese matters can certainly be re-
(medied if the different races living in
i South Africa were to be educated up
"to a proper sense of citizenship.
proper citizenship I don't [ur one
.moment claim that all the races
1 ghould be clothed with the franchise,
.but I do claim that the dominant race
.should look forward to a time when
those lower races will he raised
Jhigher in the scale, Looking at the
“whole question in that light, I forone
Jhave no hesitation in agreeing eatirely
, with
 reference to the indentured Indians
"in Natal. As a matter of fact, the
| British Indian population there has
lalways submitted that indentured
Iiabuur should be stopped, no matter
rat what sacrifice.  Indians—that is,
ifrec Indians-—have never counten-
[anced nor wanted the system of in-
|denture.d ladour, and I admit that,
‘but for the system of indentured
[ labour in Natal, the Asiatic question
rwould not have caused the tronbie it
‘has. I certainly believe that, su long
as Natal continues to import inden-
tured labour, so long will there he

with Asiatics, but I dont wish, in
making this statement, to be under-
stood as saying that indentured In-
!dians, after regaining their freedom,
Ih:ivc been fliooding the 'Transvaal.
I know soch statenmients have been
made before now, but I am positive
there is absalutely no foundation for
them, if only for the reason that the
supervision over indentured Indians
is very strict, and no Indian from
India is allowed to leave the Colony
unless he has received his free pass,
The Immigration Department of
| Natal is practically in a position to
itrace every indentured Indian.

" Questioned with regard to his
EXPERIENCES IN THE FORT
Mr. Gandhi said :  So far as the gaol
tauthorities are concerned, they could
i not have been more considerate. "The
+ Governor-and all other officials were
. most kind and courteous. The Gov-
retnor paid a wisit cvery day, and
regularly enqurired whether we hiad any
vowplaints or requests to make, and,
if there were any, they were promptly
remedicd.
‘be granted within the regulations was
immediately granted.  Pacilities were
“uiven for taking out books from the
i Fitsem Library and for reegiving Looks
s froaue autside,

By !

Geperal Smuts' remarks with |

some trouble or other in connection

|
|
|

i
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Mr. Gandhi added that, lest a re-
mark in yesterday's Transoaal Leader
should be misunderstood, he desired
to state that the gaol premises, so far
as he was concerned, were kept

scrupulously clean, the only exception

being a place where prisoners who
could not be sent to their respective
cells had to wait. This place wus full
of bugs, which came, however, from
the woodwork, and its condition was

' not the fault of the gaol officials, but

wis due to the cramped space at thar
disposal, '

\

 $Leader” Interview
with Mr, Ganghi® .

Late on Thursday night, a L:-;ze!f}-_

representative interviewed Mr., Gan-
dhi on the settlement.  In the course
of the interview, Mr. Gandhi remark-
ed:

- “‘I'he compromise arrived at is

laggely  the same that was offered 'b):."
fthe Asiatic communities hefore pros

ceedings under the Registration Act,
were commenced.  This compromise’
will give complete identification of

every Asiatic over the age of 16 years

in the Colony, and those whuo may be
entitled to remain in or re-cnter it.
"The main distinction between the Act
and the wWeatification under “the dtfer

will consist in a sting of courpulsion

beltig removed.  The compromise
puts Asiatics on their honour “and
responsibility, and i it is not carried
out faithfully by my countrymen I
have no doubt that our psition will
deservedly be worse than it would
have been under the Act. But I do
not anticipate any dithcutly.  With

; reference to the wholesale arrests that

Any request that could

have Laken place during the last three
weeks, I do not think that Asiatics
can have any cause to grumble : that

procedure was necessury in order to

test the intensity—as also the reality
—of our feeling about the Act. I
raay stale that we who were at the
Fort were allowed to petition the
Government oflering once more volon-
tary rewstration, and the course adapt-
ed by the Government was in response
to that petition.  In my humble opin-
ion the Government have shown real
strength in acceding to the request.
I would {urther and at this stage say
that the leaders of the Asiatic com-
munities, so far as I am aware, will
loyally abide by the deeision of the
colenists to avoid further immigration
of Asiatics not entitled to enter by
reason of previoys domicile.”

Al

THE ASSISTANT PROTECTOR, A

- Government Gasetfe notice ionforms
the public that ** H. Robinson, Assist:

f nnt

Protentor  of  Immigrants, s

Couthorised to enter upon all estates

ar 7ilaces whote Indinns are ciployesd,
Do

IS ]
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Meeting at Caxton Hall

Huge Success

Expressions of Sympathy

[$rEcial To Inpray Orixtox]

The meeting at Caxton Hall, Lon-
don, on Thursday, gth Jan. convened
under the auspices of the South Ai-
rica British Indian Commitiee, was
extensively advertised for u week i
advance by the whole of the Mciro-
politan and Provincial Press. It had
been one of the chief subjects of
conversation and discussion since the
Immigration Restriction Act  was
sanctioned, . The hall was packed,
crowds standing at the back bificking
the aisles and stretching through the
door into the passage beyond.  Some
dozen M.I"s were present.
ority of the audience were English
sympathisers ; the proportion of In-
dians which ordinarily would have
been considered to be numerically
large, was small. A great number of
those present were delegates from
important organizations numhering
thousands ot members, so thut the
meeting may not uuproperly be-re-
garded as a buge mass mecting cx-
© pressing the fecling of the Metropolis
. on the subject.. .\mong the organiza-
_ tions represented were :—The New
Reform Club, The 1ondon Ivdian
Society, The National Indian Cong-
ress, ‘The Fabian Socicty, The Union
of Ethical Societies, The West [.on-
don Ethical Socicty, The Positvist
Society, The Wandsworth Trades and
Labour Council, The Lambeth and
Disteict Trades and ' Labour Council,
The East Indian Association, The
Wesleyan Methodist Society and
others. The accompanying exstracts
from telegrams and letlers are It a
few of the chief expressions of regret
received [rom sympathisers who were
for various reasons unable to be pres-
ent. The proceedings were character-
ised by an earncstiiess and enthusiasin

such as has seldom been experienced. |

The difficulty of the Chairman was to
restrain the indignation of the andi-
ence and some of the speakers. Of
the latter, the Labour representatives
especially sought to press the Govern-
ment to go much further than, in the
circumstances, the conveners of L.hc
mecting felt to be politic.  They n-
sisted upon an additional resolution
being put to the meeting demanding
¢rqual rights for DPritish Indians in
South Alrica, and over twenty, mostly
delegates, actually voted in support.

- The resolutions were carried unan-

_imously, only one amendment, that of |

Mr, Rees, M.P., to resolntion No 1,

being proposed and finding no more.

than two supporters. It was impos-
sible to bring the proceedings to a con-
"clusion before 7 o'clork, they lacting
not less than three hours, Fully a
dozen Press men took reports, and
the whole of the next morning's press
dealt at length with the matter. There
. must have been present not fuwer

The maj-
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than two hundred and nity people re-
presenting in the agyregite very many
thousands. Had the meeting been

litte doubt that scarcely any hall
would have buen too large to have
been filled.

The following expressions ot sym-
pathy were read -

Lord Roberts wired from Ascot “1
much regret being unable o attend
Meeting to-day, the object of which
! appeals to me.”
| "Fhe Natat Indian Congress, repres-
enting the Indiaos of Natal, cabled :—-
# Natal Indians thank your Lordship
for fighting nobly for welf-respecting
Indians domiviled ‘Iransvaal,  Fope
to-morrow’s meeting will show  the
might of Right.”

Sir  Williiun Brampton  Gurden,
MLE wrote =% 1 um almaid there is
no chance ol my being able to be in
Town next week,”

Mr. C. E. Mallet, M.P. wrote :—
“T am greatly in sympathy with the
objects af your mecting.”

Mr. 8. R. Richards, M.P, wrote :—
* Being in Scotland will prevent my
being at your mecting although with
you in spint.”

Mr, J. V. Cheetham, M. P, wrote:—

jeets of the mecting but greatly fear

present on an wccasion, the interest
and importance of which, at the pres-
ent juncture, it would be difficult
-to over estimate.”

Mr. Tom Burt, M. wrote :—*1
am fully in sympathy with the object
of the confercnce on the oth inst,
and regret that it is impossible for
me to be present.  Best wishes”

The Deptford and Greenwich
Trades Council wrute :—* Convey to
your Commitlee our cuarnest hope
that one result of your meeling may
be to have the Govermmnent intervene
ot behalf of our fellow subjects in the
Transvaal who are suffering such in-
justice by the application of the
Transvaal Immigrants  Restriction
Act. May T assure you that those
whom our Couneil represent hope
that your cflorts may meet with every
success.”

Mr. H. F. B. Lynch, M.DP.: - #1
am waiting in, London especially to
attend your meeting to-torrow.”

Sir Charles Bruce, formerly  Gov-
ernor of Mauritins and British Guiana:
«1 amr serry to find that I am nnable
to underlake a journey to onden Lo
be present at the mneeting al -Caxton
Hall to-morrow. 1 need hardly as-
sure you of my complete sympathy
with the objects of the meeting, and
I observe with pleasure that  this
! question of the position ol Dritish
Indians in the Transvaal to-day oreu-
pies a pusition of the frstrank among
Tmperial problems. Tt may be a dit-
fieult problem, Lut as Mr. Morley
wisely sabd, ¢ people whu find politie
al problems insolible are not lor poli-
Cliend tife) Your mecung witl, T hope,

] do much tu persuade the Guvernment

a public one, und an invitation been |
extended to all and sundry, there is |

¢ | ain.in full sympathy with the ob-

1 may not find it in my powcer to be’|

73

L that o Solution is a nhecessity, and

uccessity will no doubt prove the
mother of invention of an appropriate
method.” .

The Bishop of Southampton : * As
ra former Bishop of Bombay, [ have
{ been much distressed by the attitude
| adopted towards British Indians by
[ the U'ransvaal Government, 1 haveit
0wy mind to bring forward a resolu-
. tion vn the subject at the February
| Session of Convocation.” '
¢« The National Indian Association

wrote :-— This Assoctation sympath-

ises with the cause of the better
p treatient ot British Indians in the
i Transvaal.”
I At Murray Macdonald, M.P, :—
i 1 shall not be in Fown on Thurs-
I day, otherwise 1should certainly have
i attended the meeting.” )

Mr. W, H. Cowan, M.I', :(—*1 re-
gret nry absence abroad will prevent
my attending the Mecting. 1 feel
strongly that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment ought to use all its influence in
favour of British subjects so unjustly
and harshly treated in a Colony which
owes so much o Hritish generosity.”

Ay, Mill, Seeretary, of the Nattonal
Councilolthe YMLOU AL Ineorporated:
“ Rewrets that & Meeting in Session
[ prevents their astendance and adds it
imay be assumed 1 think that cvery
! Englishman quite irrespective of pobi-
tical hias or connection will be only |
| too thaprful if means can be devised

Ly which the harshness of the Trans-
b vaal Imigrants’ Restriction Act, in
I its application to British Indians law-
i fully resident in the “fransvaal, can

be mitigated.” ,
i The Seeretary, Hornsey Trades
I Council (Mr. H. Tomkins): “Re-
urets the absence of the representa-
| tive at the meeting but is requested
P to state that at their last meeting a
strang resolution of sympathy was un-
animously agreed to. It is deeply
to be recretted ' he continues * that
! alinost the youngest of our self-govern-
*ing colonies should so saon sully its
reputation with vexatious and insutt-:
ing trextment of fellow-subjects, but
it cannut but be apparent that over
and above the colour prejudice, that
so strongly afilicts 50 many of cur
over-sen communities, there is also an
underlying economic reason for the
persecution.  Wishing you every pos-
sible success in your agitation,”

Mr. Iin Maleolm writes: * Fam
particularly sorry that it will be im-
pussible for me to attend the mecting.
I need hardly say that T am in com-
plete agreemént with the considera-
tions whizh are down for discussion
at the Finergency Meeting,”

Mr. J. Walton, M.P.: #1 hoputhat
you will have a good attendanee and
that an cifective intervention on be-
hall eof our Lritish Indian tellow-citi-
eens rany e made. When Pasdia-
ment re-assombles, 1 shall be pleased
to dia Wl i iy power th secure for
them thear full rights of Britich citi-
czenship 7

My Bodand Plung MoPoo- Hoahe

British Indians had been rebels and



INDIAN OPINION

. Ferruary 8TH, 1908

e A ——

|
enewmies of the British Empire, they
would have everything possible done |
for them by the present Government.”’

Mr. G. Ridsdale: *I think the !

A ——
the Govetnor for his removal
from this Colony within 10
days after the date of his arrest.,”

Proposed by Sir William Wedder-

. + 1 .
: ' dines quite monstrous | burn, Bart. and seconded by Sir Ray- |
ke to be fanug | | Asiatics who were - here unlawfully

and likely to be fraught with the grav- | mond West, K.C.LE.
" est consequence to ourrule in India. ResOLUTION IV. )
'1 shall be happy to support any well |« That the Chairman of this public

considered steps that it may be nieeting be requested to forward cop-
thought desirable to take on my re-u
turn.” .
Dr. John Clifford (Nonconformist ;
Passive Resister): “I regret 1 am
_not able to attend the meeting, but 1|
join your protest and appeal with all
1wy heart. It is lamemntable that we
should fall so far short of practical
brotherhood within our Empire.”
*.Mr. Arnold Lupton, M.P.: *Ifit
had been possible for me I should
" haye attended the meeting to petition
against the ill-treatment of British In-
dians in the Transvaal. I consider it
is 2 mockery to talk about the British
Empire and then allow British citi-
zens to be subjected to such indig-
nity.”
The following is the text of the
Resolutions passed : ‘

Resorution 1.

“ That this meeting deeply regrets
the imposition by the Transvaal Gov-
ernment of differential Laws and Reg-
ulations such as the Asiatic law.
Amendment Act and the Immigration
Restriction Act of 1907 upon British

_Indians tawfully resident in that Col-
ony to whom these laws seem bhumili-

~ ating and degrading, and regards with
the gravest concern the enforcement
of these Laws, in spite of the offer of

. the resident Indian community to re-

' register voluntarily, 25 an attempt at
the expulsion rather than identifica-
tion of that section of British subjects,
and the extinction of their vested
rights and property.”-

Proposed by Harold Cox, Esq., M.P,,
* seconded by Ameer Ali, Esq., C.LE.,

and supported by General Laurie,
Mayor of Paddington. ‘
~ ResoLution IL
. #That this mecting deeply regrets
that His Majesty’s Government should
* have given its sanction 1o a measure
'so drastic as the Immigration Res-
"triction Act which allows the deporta-
tion for a purely statutory offence of
British citizens.”

Proposed by Sir Mancherjee Bow-
naggree, K.C.LE,, and seconded by
J. O'Grady, Esq., M.P.

ResoruTtion 111

-¢That this meeting earnestly ap-
.- peals to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies even now to instruct the
Governor of the Transvaal to.exercise
the power of refusing to order deport-
ation vested ib him by Clause 6, Sec-
tion (¢) of the said Act, viz.,

removed {rom this Colony ex-

cept on the order of the Gov- |

érnor  provided further. that
e‘vel_-y such person arrested shall
be ~ discharged from custody

"had been

unless an order be made by

ies of the above Resolutions to the
Prime Minister, the Secretaries of
State for the Colonies and India and
the High Commissioner.”

Proposed by $ir Henry Cotton, M.P., |

and seconded by Sir Willian Bull,
M.P. :

General Botha on the
Situation

" In the course of his Potchefstroom
speech on- Saturday last, General

. Botha said one little thing was touch-

cd upon about which he would also

{ like to speak, and that was the Asiatic

question, ‘They knew with what ob-
ject the law was promulgated. There
was only one object—to see which
Asiatics were in the country lawfully
and which resided here unlawiully,
and also to prevent the immigration
of Asiatics into this country. The
Goyvernment had suffered strong op-
position from the side of the Asiatics
from the day that this law was prom-
ulgated, but the Government, support-
ed by the whole population of the
Transvaal, had continwed to carry
out the luw, and ultimately had to re-
sort to measures which nobody liked
to resort to. But the Government
resorted to those measures in the
carrying out of law and order in the
country. fFhe Asiatics had already
agitated fof"the Government to with-
draw this law, and had said when
this law was withdrawn they would
register voluntarily. The Government
had refused to listen to that. Now,
after most of the leaders had been
put in gaol, the Government had re-
ccived a letter in which they did not
ask for o withdrawal of the law any

-more, but asked to be allowed to vol-

untarily register. Now no other reg-
istration was possible at the present
timg.  They could only do it volun-
tarily, because no other way of regis-
tering was given under the law. The
Government therefore, had accepted
that proposal, and promised to put
these proposals before the next ses-

“sion of Parliament. The Government
had also promised not to continue | -

further prosecutions until this matter
put Lefore Parliament
again. He hoped that everyone of,
them would take up an honest attitude
towards these people. It was not a

! question for them to say they did not
“ No such person......... shall be | '

wish these people in the country,
These people were here lawfully,
whether they liked it or not., The
position was a most difficult one. I
was impossible to take a man wht
lived here lawfully and put him ovo
the border. Only men who were not

entitled to reside in  this, country
could be put over the border. In his
opinion, the Government and the
population had attained their object .
with this law. Six thousand of these

had become afraid and bad left the,
country, and they certainly would not
come back again. So these who

“were stlll here were justified in think-

ing they had a right to.remain here,

‘unless, of course, they refused to reg-

ister: - Now they came to the Govern-
ment, and said : Give us the oppor-
tunity ' of registering within three
months and we will do so voluntarily.
The white people were the vic-
tors, and they were the people who

-could. show generosity. They must

not Jook at this matter from the Smal
Transvaal standpoint. They must al
so look at wider.Imperial interests
The parties in Parliament had unand
imously consented to this law, and hel
was glad to be able to say that all
parties in Parliament had worked to-y
gether, and had consented to the ™
present policy. ‘ ‘

' The * Leader's” Comment ‘-

Commenting on the above in
Tuesday's issue, the Transpaal Leader
says: - e '

The Premier is reported: to *have
said: “ Six thousand of those Asia-
tics who were here unlawfully had be-
come afraid, and had left the country, -
and they certainly would not come
back.” We are constrained to ask, if
the officials know that 6,000 “un-
Iawfuls * have left the country, how
does it happen they did not: know
they were coming in, and check them?
Will the Premier be good enough. to .
state by what method this computa-

tioh was arrived at? It has always -

been argued in. support of the new
Asiatic Law that there was no ade-
quate way of detecting the entrance
of Asiatics to this Colony,  But, if it
has been possible to detect the out-
going with such precision as seems te:
be at the command of General Botha,
why did not the same method apply -
to the incoming ? '

P R 1
P L

" The Rigl‘l‘f- Iireﬁrails |

And in despair T bowed my head;
“'There is no peace on earth.” I said:
“ For hate is strong, ' :
And mocks the song .
Of peace on earth, goodwili to men! >,
Then pealed the bells.more loud and
deep : . o
“God is not dead; nor .doth He
sleep! ' '
. The wrong shall fail,
+ The right prevail, o
With peace on ecarth, goodwill to
menl” T

LONGFELLO“".
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" The Presson the Transvaal

"difficubty, of which dewd

Situation

The FPranswal Leader(January 31),
in u leehing article, says <

The news of the settlement of the Asiatic
will Le found in
another entumn, will be received” with relief
by (he Butk of British citizens all over the
workl: Upon rewding the rather piquant
report from Pretoria, that Mr. Gandhi was
recognized in that ‘)lc sant Capititd vesterday,
the plain wan ks hkely 1o remark atit ds a
pity the Indian leader was not scen there
carlier and oftener.  1F he had been, it is

. possible that the taxpayer would have been

saved comsidernalile expense, the Asjatic Lodi-
ly suffering and mental distress, and  Lhe

. Cotony an agitavion which hns not added to
{its reputation.

Et would be
interesting if one conld know Lwo eleptentary
facts affecting the present situation,. Fiest,

. s *

- what has been the ofiicial expericnce in Asi-

—atic communities of the permanent offiviais

charged with the work of administering this

Act, and with what languages of Iadis are

they conversant?  Seccond, upon hew ntany
occasions have the Goyermmnent taken counsel
with the heads of the Asiatic commmity Le-
fore prssing and administering o novel law?
‘This course is taken every day in Indin in
regard to races not directly represented in the

‘Government, and it is one reason why British

administtation #s the success it is. B is sig-

" nificant that so soon as the Asiatic leaders

N

and the Colonial Secretary are brought inio
direct touch, what had seemed a deadlock’
Decame a not unbopeful situation. ™. .

. The Government might have gone on
imptisoning the prolestots, Lo the number of

.

1housands, thereby! apatt from physical difti-

culties~—and they were not trilling—inlilgting
upon the white population 2 degree of moral
injury not ensy to le estimated. But the

~available evidence goes to show that this
" would have been (utile, as far as the Gyvern-

ment’s object was concernied. . . -
Tt is to the credit of both sides that they have

“had enough commotisense to agree upon’a

compromise which scems reasonable and—
given a right tendency of the otficial mind—
workable.,  The reasonable-minded majority
of white colonials will, we venture to predict,
approve of the settiement. * There have been
a few demends for an extreme and -vindiclive
policy towards the Asidties.  But the spec-
tacle of men going to prisun for semi-political
offences, and giving up prefitable businusses

. rather tian do what seem < Lo theny (infianly

-

whichcvery Briton feels proud
v

. the puss

and wrong, has lelt mostwhite Transvaaders
unhappy ; and the consideration that the
prisoners hail from a State of the Empire of
increased their
unthrrpiness, . . ]
4o the present modification is in part recogni-
tion of the insupesable difficultics in the.way
of applying the Act as il stood, and in parl
the growing alienation ol"m_tclhgent public
epinion from the administrative course
adopted.

.. Even a hasty refercuce o the situation
would b imcomplete if no mentjun were rft(-ulc:
of the admimble part which the Opposition
has played througho'ut.' Air.h?ngh it was 1e-
ponsible equally with the bovurn'n!unt-for
age of the Bill, the Opposition was
v administralivn of the

not responsible for the

- Act. It might.easily, fortified by this con-

. of Indin and the desizability of lmivging ta

sideration, have taken up an attitude which
would have gravely embarrassed both the
British and Transvaal Governments. 1t de-
clined to take uny such yview of its respoisi-
bilites, rcmcmhcring,lhg British cmmn.s!np
of most of the. Astatics involved, the claims
an
end an agitation injurious to the Colony. It
is 10 be hoped, however, that in agreeing, as
it finally did, to aequiesce m‘thc course pra.
visionally agreed to by the Governmenl, Aha
Oppositivn bas nrged, o will urge, eamestly
upon the Coloniad Secretary he necessity
either for bringing a fresh official mind o
bear on the delicate work v be U:IOI'I!'.' during
the next few weeks, or fot making clear o
the existing wielders of official authority that

What has led.

the references to dizeretionary puwer in the
Astutics’ communication are Lo e eonstruwd
in a wide sease, It is no question of favour-
ing Asialics,  The Zrawsoaaf Leader has
from e Arstexpressed doubis as to the work-
ableness of the Act in its present form.
. _There is a fecling among men of atl
parties thut the proceedings now  happily
brought toan end have not heen deserved by
thuse mainst whom they were directed, Mr.
Gandhi's statement, made upun his release
last might, will not lessen this fecling.

The Star, the same day, remarks:

The ektent of their (e Government’s)
concessiun by Astalic sentiment is to test the
Borer fides of the pussive resisinnee movement
by reopening the registration ofiices for a
Himited period of voluntary registnulion. .

Il the Government are satiafietd that they
cen make an end - of o roublesome Disiness
by this change of methad, we think they e
very well advised to grive it a triad, .
To do Mr. Gandhi justice, he does
not show the sinallest disposition to abuse his
liherty.  1lis dignificd reticence does him the
greatest possible credity, sund the complete
control which he exercises ever his compatri.
ots is the best possilic umen for the suecess
of the new artangements,  We confess hat
the disunction between ‘¢ voluntary ™ regis.
tration sithin three months and *“ compuls-
ory” registration of precisely the same natur:
is just a little too suhtle for the average
European mind; but if the clmoge will satisfy
a sensitive Oriental penple, we are alt for
making it. At beast-it will be the last nail in

P

_the coffin of the grotesque theory that a single

thutab mark is the extreme Emit of human
seH-respect, . As for the intention ta discrim.
inate between Iudians off recognised sobial
standing and the rest, et is entitely o mat-
ter for the Frropean oflicials whose husiness
it is to idenmtify them. No one whose opinion

is worth having has ever nnderrated the social |

gulf which yawns between Mr Gandhi, for
instance, and the average conlie hawker. lut
there are minor distinctions which, however
apparent to the Asiatics themselves, are not
readily appreciated by Furpeans even of long
Asiatic experienge, The essential comlition
of.ony coneession of this kind is that cvery
Tawful Asiatic resident nist be susceptible of
prompt identification, and so long as that
condition s absolutely fulfilled the precise
method is of little conseynence. .

The Registration Bill and the Immigration
Bill were both passed with the unawimous
approval of Parliament. The pulicy which
these lnws represent, viz., the restriction of
the Asintic community. to the tmmigrants
lawwlully resident in the country already, is 1w
I'rogressive policy just ns mnch as the Let
Vuik policy. . In the light of
expericnee we are all entitler] 1o dorlit wheth.
er the wisest methords were always chosen to
carry it oal, whether e regulations framed
under the Kegistiation Law were well con-
sidured, whether the advice of the tiovern-
ment  experts, which the Opposition was
bound 1o take on trest, has not been at fault
frown frst to last. If there have been mistukes
in adminisiration the Govermuent must bear
the responsibility.

The Raud Daily Maif writes as
follows :

AWe have been treatet (o hombastic pro.
testations of inflesibile resolution,  Te-day
the citadel has been abandoned. The Gov-
crhment has surremlered. . ..

It has for « kong time Leen apparent thal
the legishutivn passsl It Mareh in orier 1o
deal witlithe Asiaties was il-advised, We
did not seruple to state, in spite of declara-
tinns to the conirary, that the Tnunicrnts®
Restriction Lill, the weapon uprn which the
Govermment appearced 1o he relving, was
practically uselesss and far many months vow
arave donids have oeen entertained hy i large
section of the public as to the onteawe of
the Govermmenls campaim  against the
Asial Therefore we shondd not have breen
inclined to quarrel with the decision nbw ar-
fived at to accept ¢ compromise ; and no wne
of us is entitled to throw a stune at any other

.

L

“ - .
i

)

on aceount uf the hasty, filfiamed law which
was paased Ins March, For that we must adl
b roar shiee of the blime.  Bat the prinei-
pal shicet of that legislation, it must nl-
was 1 he remembered, was not directly tokeep
fresis Asintics from eomingt in, but toregister
those who were :lln'ad_v here s and inasmuch
as that ohjeet will be achieved by the com-
promise which has now heen aceepted, the
Government cannol be said to have violated
any principie of policy to which it was cam-
mitted, It is once more in its methods of
admiaistmtion that it has erred, 1t would
never at this moment appenr to be so weak,
if it had not for the past ten months professed
to bu o strong,  or the compromise which
has aoy been necepled is no new proposal.

M Swts informed My, Ganedhi, on the
eve of the commencement of hostilities, that
St Calonial Jeeretary will carry ot in full
the provisions ol the Asintic Law Aueend-
ment et and i the resistanee of the Tndians
rezi-Hayg in this comnty feads Lo results, which
they ilo not seriously fnce at present, they
will naly have themselves anid their leaders to
blame,”™  He wns adamnnt; not only intlex.
ible, hut even minatory, S o
Those whny defied the Lew, and incited others
o ety it, shonhl have been fureed to pay the
penulty which they had deliberately incurred.
Thaet they should have achivved o moral vie-
tory i a fet which will not have a whole-
some 20teet cither on the Astitiic or the nudive
mind.  That they should have set the Taw at
definnes and go unpunished is simply to en.
conrage  the sprexd of organised  pssive
resistance, . .

" TVhe Rawd Darly Madd (l“cb!'u:lryj
1), adds the following :

MrSmuts has stated that S there is no
questrn of the Government haviey given in,”
but e will find it very dithienlt W persuade
the puhlie to npr.e with hin. .
i1 is errtaia il the compromise new ayreed
upon ¢iliers in no material respeet from that
suggresicd by the Indians themscbves in May
last: amd it Is just as certain than, for this
reason, every Indiin regards the comprumise
HES | Clllll[lll:ll: Victm’_\' over the Government,
in spite of the very generous amd exemplary
attitude swloptad o public by My, Gandhi
hinscl. - !

Yhe Lransoaal Leader, on the same
day, remarks :

Copivs of the official eorrespondence Tw.
tween the Colunial Secretary wanl the Lender
af the Doposidon, with refurence 1o the
Asiatic question, will e found in anotber
colmu. Pernsat of them serves Lo stremgthen
one’s feeding ol satisfaction, on the ¢ne had,
that the Gosernment called iante s conncily
the memlbeers of 11is Majesty’s Oppusition,
and on the other b the attitwde tden wp at
Tharsday™s meetineg by SirGeorge Farrar and
thos wha think with him in polites. It is
an atlitwie in keeping with the conduel of
the Qpposition in this dificult matter from
the outset,  *#We leel it essential to success
that Ui law should be administered with the
least posaible friction, and as far as puossible
wiilh tloe amsideration for the responsibilities
and dilnelties of the Tinperial Government”
So s the closing pangraph of the letler.
sent by Sir George Parrar on behalf of his
party. 1t breathes a spitit which rellects high
Lonour an every man whe sulseribed to ity
terms,  The Covernment canmet cumplain
tlug, when i seeks the co-operation of the
Cppusition in matters which lie omtsile the
tepitimde seope of party, it is metinany but
a feank sl patriotie spiril,

The Sewday Lrmes has the Tollow-
g )

Putting the best conpde-jon on the settle.
nwent, ooe wosl elmit jthal the Govermaent
Irtve vemier e thenelves dialide (o eriticise
over the manner in which the guestion hias
brezen biunedled. . The Ministry
have only nesw agreed 10 a plan vhich 1gey
conhl have obtained aavaragoneurly by the
exercise vl the tact they have now displayed,
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" The public canmot be blamed for grumbling.
- They were Jed to expect an cxhibition of re-
markable’ firmpess.  Almost daily they were
. adjured to witgess the stern and immovable
attitude of the Government. The law was to
he enforced as it stood. " Compromise was

"“not to be thought of for a moment,: And -

*.then suddenly the whale structure goes down
. with a run, and the unzlterable law is to, be

modificd by the consent of both political
" parties. -

’ —_—

The Preforiad News has the follow- i

ing brief comment :
The official communication issued to the
;. Press Tast'night by the Colonial Secretary so
. completely and entircly vindicates the action
taken up by this newspaper since first the

position in reyard {o Asiatics beeame critical, |
and is so satisfactory and wholehearted an !

acceptance of the policy which we havé so
persisteatly urged upon the Government, that
nothing more remains for us to say hut to

_congratulate both Mr. Smuts and the leaders .

of the Asialic community upon having, ‘by
+ the adoption of a mutually forbearing and
moderate attitude, arrived at a solution of the
. registration difficulty, which is not only states-
manlike. but which has been brought about
“without loss of dignily on-either side.  °

S

The Friend {Bloemfontein), says :
Right-minded South Africans will'be - glad
.that Genetal Smuts has been able to eficct a
compromise with the Asiatics. . . ,

What General Smuts and his Government

has yieldéd 1o has ‘Leen no danger or diffi- -

-culty, but their own sense of honour, They
had no taste for making inartyrg of conscien.
tious, even if wrong-headed, men. Since Mr.
Gandhi and his friends believed genuinely
that to pive their finger-prints would be to
forfeit their self-respect, it became necessary
to save them from themselves. This has been
accomplished by waiving or modifving the
provisions of the Registralion Law. Appar-
ently it has been arranged that Asiatics who

can write shall be permitted to give theirsig-

natures, a suggestion which was first magle in
the columns of this paper.
there will be recommendations to Parliament
1o cancel the clauses which distinguish Asia-
tics according to their religion. * The require-
ment of the names of female relatives has
never been insifted on by the Executive, and
‘is not likely to reappear in any future legisla-
don. . . . . .. Weare sorry to see it
stated by our Rand correspondent that the
news of the compromise is likely to cause in-
dignation and disappointment, the hope hav-
ing been cherished by many that the con-
scientious scruples of the Asiatics would lead

to-their exclusion from the country, A mean-

er thought thete could not be. " The white

man who cherishes it demcialises himself be- .

neath the level of the meanest black. Cen-

eral Smuts can want no better certificate that '
he has done right than the indignation of

wen of this stamp. The compromise is proof
Anat the principle of noblesse ablige
wortking furée in the world,

Para

The' Arugersdorp Standard, in the
current issue, remarks as follows :

The news that an amicable arramgement
‘Has been arrived at between the Government
and the Asiatics over the terins and conditions
of registration witl have heen heard with ren-

eral satisfaction. AMairs had become eritical, .
On the one hand was the Cabinet, Lound to

carty inlo execution an Act passed hy the

unanimous votes of both political parties ‘in -

Parliament assembled, and on the other 1,
soljdly united body of men sworn to passive

resistance, not against registration, . but | . :
| ' Py ?” Underneath'is given the l'ollow-f'da-Y next, in Johannesburg, at- the
Old Dutch .Church, Von Brandis

Snouts’ at Pretoria, on the yxth ulto. : | Square.

against a special form of it or speciai circun-
stances connected with it.
-compromise was obviously pointed out.by the
Asiatics themselves. Thev desired to be law-
abidingr, Lut they refused to obey in violation
of cerain religious seruples, History has
repeated itself,  Our Scoutish friends soine
T Gentunes ago fdund it necessary o say: ‘It
s not the matriage we object 10, but the
manner of the wooing.” "The Indian has not
objected to registration but to the mode of jts

Probably, too, |

is still a’

The way to a,

! carrying out, It has now been set‘tled_thag

all Asiatics shall register voluntanly in a
. body within three months, . .
¢ We consider the above a statesmaniike ad-
' justment of differences creditable 1o all con-
! cerned in it.

« -The Natal Mercury says:

}  Naw that a settlement has been arrived at
1 in the Trangvaal over the question of Asiatic
| registration it is unnecessaty to say much
more about it, but, aithough every effort is
Leing made to save the face of the Transvaal
- Government in the matter, and Mr. Gandhi
i has been diplomatically assisting in the pro-

cess, nothing can alter the fact that the Gov-
i ernment have simply had to Tetire from an

N . ition, 1 "I']lh". ¥ .
ot bostion, and from une which ey burg was ‘intended to be strictly

could not carry out, bere
is no dispute as to the necessity and desira-
~bitity ' of both restriction and registration.
E The trouble hins been ovecasioned by the ad-
i ministrative methods adopted,  These meth-
ods having now been abandomed, the laws
can, unquestionably, be worked as effectively
by other means.

i . The methods whieh have now been agreed
to are those which, as far back as May last,
1 were put before General Botha when he was
. in London on behalf of the Indian commun.
* ity in the "Fransvaal, and subsequently have
. been put forward by Mr. ‘Gandhi on more
than one occcasion. P These
proposals. were deliberately rejected at the
time, and we have had General Smuts declar-
ing on the public platfotm that the Govern-
‘mentintended to cacry out the law and the regu-
lations to the letter; but, all the swne, the
regulations have bech modified to the full ex-
tent proposed in May last by the Indians, and
: some other little concessions not then men-
tioned have been made. No amount of ar-
gument or sophistry can alter. the fact that
the Transvaal Government has backed down.

The * Heidetherg News bluntly re-
marks :

It was the servility involved which they
{the Indians) would not submit to, And that
is exactly what they musf submit Lo, A native
of India musL not expecl to be treatéd any
better in South Africa than a native of South
Africa.  In fact the native of South Africa
: has a prior right to consideration, because
| this.is his country. Any Indian who expeets
| to establish a better footing here tham our

own natives enjoy is doomed to disappoint-
| ment and he may as well kgow it first as last,

“The Great Collapse
In our issug of the 1rth ulto, we

Zianes representing the Transvaal Goy-
ernqient “ Steam Roller ” up against
the elephant representing the Indian
' communmity, the idea being to illustrate
the meeting of an * irresistible force "
“and an “immovable object.” Last
Sunday, the same paper published a
sequel, the elephant surveying the
wreckage of the steam roller, in the
‘idst ot which the driver, Mr. Smuts,
is unhappily receiving an impression
of the fingers of a typical passive res-
ister, the digits being extended . fan-
wise at the extremity of the nose. The
«elephant inquires * Everybody hap-

¢

ing extract from a speech of General

“When a law is passed by the unani-

ernmcent was too weak to carry it out,
| that was a terrible condition of affairs ;
: there must be a screw dreadfully logse
l somewhere.”

|

'

nous voice of the people, and the Gov- |+~

-addresses  were  given

' The Release

The release of the passive resisters
m gaol was a very quiet-affair. On
Thursday, the joth ulto., Mr. Gandhi
tett the fort, and journeyed by the
11-30 a.m. train to Pretoria, in charge
of Supt.. Vemon, of the T.T.P., to
interview General Smuts. - The train
was stopped specially at Fountzins
Halt, and Mr. Gandhi and his com-
panion-entered a closed carriage and.
drove to Government Buildings, Al-
though the departure from Johannes-

private, Mr. Gandhi's movements
were notified by watchful pickets and
others froin the moment he left the
Fort'~umtil he arrived at Pretoria.
There the Government Buildings were
carefully picketed: . Mr. ‘Gandhi re-
turned alone by the 7-45 p.m. train
for Johannesburg, being provisionally
released. He arrived at Park Station,
and "was met there by Mr. Essop
Mia, Chairman of the British Indian
Association, . and drove to the Mos-
que, at’ Newtown, where a lage
gatherng of Indians met, and shortly
alter midnight Mr. Gandhi addressed
his cager hearers briefly, explaining
to them generally the new position
that was before them. Shortly after
eight on Friday morning, Mr Gandhi
surrendered himself to the gaol autho-
rittes, and later, with the rest of the
“gaol-birds, ” received his formal dis-
charge. There was no demonstration
whatever, less then a hundred mem-
bertiof-the two Asiatic communities
being present to welcome the “ Emi-
grants.” At Pretoria, about three
hundred people .waited cutside the
gaocl, and afterwards walked to the
location. Only in Krugersdorp was
there any display of excitement, and,
that soon wore off. - :
+ On Friday afternoon a large private
meoting was held in the Mosque
grounds, and another on Sunday,
where the position was more closel
examined. : :
On Monday, partly in celebration

reproduced a cartoon from the Sunday ' of the Chinese new year, and partly

in honour of the thiee Chinese gentle-
men who had so courageously suffered
imprisonment, a luncheon party was
held at the Cantonese Club, whereat
the Rev. Chas. Phillips and Mr. H.
S. L. Polak were present. Afterwards,
the guests adjourned to the premises
of the Chinese Association, where
Mr. Leung
Quinn, the Chairman, the Imperial

‘Chinese Consul-General, Rev. Chas.

Phillips and Mr. H. S. L. Polak -

speking, the situation being carefully

explained. S
Registration commences on Mon--

f

CINDEAN MaiL.  For India, Ceylon
and the Far East per S.S. Umfuli,
untd 4 p.m, Tuesday, the 11th inst,
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A British Colonial’s
Protest

The follewing letter,. dated the

+ 249th ulto., appeared in the Transpaa:
Leader of the 3rd inst. over the signa-
ture of Mr. \Walter Evans, secular
leader of the Johannesburg Baptists.
Though somewhat belated, 1t shows
a phase of public upinion that has
been none too well advertised in the
. recent. past, and we therefore reprint
in exviensp in justice to that large
section of the liuropean community
that has regretied the bitterness that
has been imported into the Iate strug-
gle by the exponents of rabid anti-
Astaticism :— " .

I foresee a time when a great many
of our citizens, including certauin min-
isters of the Gosped, who are at pre-
sent busily engaged in saying “Sah!”
to the  Government in the matter of

. the Asiatics, will bitterly regret the
course they have taken and the in-
justice they have done. There are
always extremists. Before the war
there were violent partisans among
both Dutch and English, who, by
dint of ‘persistence and shouting,
succeeded. in bringing about a conflict
which would have been avoided if
- the moderate men on either side
could have had their way. T am a
. Colonist of over 3o years, and I have
always found extremists on the colour
. question—men who are ready to
jgnore the frst principles of justice,
not to speak of mercy. and to go:.to
any lengths to keep down ot to get
rid of the Asiatics or the natives,
whom they class together and des-
ignate, according-to their own nation-
-ality, as *blooming niggers” or
**zwart goed.” This section of the
people may not be numerous.com-
. pared to those who wish to deal justly
and fairly, though firmly, with the
-subject taces, but their voices are
loud and insistent. To-day they -are
shouting their loudest, and are carry-
;ing with them men who ought to
. know better, while many who radically
differ from them seem afraid to raise
a protest. “History repeats. itself,”
and I believe that in every case where
a nation has done injustice, either to

an individual or to 2 community, the |

noisy minority has swayed the more
mobile majority—the tail has wagged
the dog. It was so in that greatest

of all instances, in Judea 1,800 years |

ago, when the ety went forth, * Crucily
Him!” The voices of the noisy
“clique prevailed.  We have a case
parallel in many points to-day, though
I will only mention one resemblance,
namely, that the rulers are on theside
' of the shouters; It may be thought
- that I am speaking too strongly : but
" 1 feel strongly. I believe .that the
~law is needlessly stringent, and tbat
the way in which it is being carried
out is a disgrace to our race and our
religion. What do the Asiatics ask
for 7 ‘They know that the inhabitants
of the Trausvanl have decided that
fursher immigravion of their peojls
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shall be carelully restricted, and they
‘accept the situation; they offer to

' have been avoided? Is it too late
: even now to bring pressure to bear

. co-operate to make the Asiatic Immi- ! upon the Government to induce them -

gration Restriction JAct a success.

not be made too nauseous. They
tell us that the Crown Colony Govern-
ment promised them that those who

compelled to register again; yet they
| are ready to register if the regulations

. can be altered somewhat so as not to |

!'conflict with their ideas of religion
and propriety. We Europeans may

prove that they are not vitally import-

safely disregard them. Remember
that it was European disregard of In-
dian prejudice in the matter of the
greased cartridges which was the im-
mediate cause of the great Indian
mutiny of 5o years ago. We are
dealing with a body of men the great
majority of whom are subjects of the

It
‘ may not be a pleasant dose for them

to swallow, but they do not refuse it: .
they only ask that the draught may .

had already registered should not be

not be able to understand their views :
on these matters, but that dees not !

,ant in their eyes, or that we may '

to Inheet the Asiatics in some way?
Concession is not necessarily weak-
ness, and in this case I believe it
would strengthen the hands of the
Government immensely, for if the
Asiatics did not accept it aright no
one could rpise a voice if stringent
measures were then adopted.

It is folly to think that the Indians
, are going to give in now that their
i leaders are arrested. They are united
fand resolved, and we shall see our
! gaols overflowing with 10,000 men who
1
]
[

are no criminals, and even then they
will.ynot yield. We pride ourselves
on our British love of justice and fair-
play : we fancy ourselves because we
are descendants of the men who freed
the slave ; yet we stand by and allow
theextremists to carry the country
into_an act of folly, injustice and
wrong, In conclusion, let-me put
two questions to those of your readers
who wish to look at the matter in a
fair way : (1) Is it not an axiom of

1

Empire of which we are proud—an | good government that punishment
Empire whose boast is that it rules ' should only be resorted to as a last
the subject races with justice and ' resource, and after methods of con- :
righteousness—and surely it should | ciliation have failed. (2) Have these
be an axiom dealing with these people | methods been given anything like a

! asking

| that, inasmuch as they have no repre- |
; sentation in our Parliament, special
| care should be taken to see that we
do net even appear to oppréss them.
\What is taking place to-day? 'The
moderate requests of the Asiatics for.
enquiry and for revision of the regu-
lations are ignored. Willing prisoners, .
who would not deign to attempt lo!
escape, are handcuffed in droves and
subjected to unnecessary indignity.

the King’s uniform and wearing his |
medals—are being thrown into his
gaols.  Mr. Gandhi, a courtecus and
refined gentleman, who organised the |

war, who left the comfort of his home

countrymen, and so earned their life-

| played into their bands, and that not
jonly will further immigration be l
stopped, but every Asiatic, born here !
or imported, will be kicked over the |
border., And, oh ! the pity of it! we
! sce the men who ought to speak upj
for a little forbearance, a little judici- !
ous concession, upholding the fanatics !
and urging on the Government.
I do not ask that the Asiatics should
be coddled and given in to in all that |
they ask. It is possible that they are '
for more than they can expect |

. to get,
| have every opportunity to state their |
! case, and that every effort should have |
, been made on the part ol the Govern-
“ment to avoid the presemt deplorable |
' ytise of affaive. Surelyby alitile graee
L fal ewpeesian e whol Honble 12ight

Indian stretcher-bearers in the late‘
to nurse his 'plague-stricken fcll()W—‘

long love and esteem, singled cut as }
one of the first victims. We see the ,
“ steam-roller ”. mercilestsl}r and need- |
lessly at work, the extremists rejoicing |
that, as they think, the Asiatics have ‘

but I insist that they should i

fair trial in this instance ?

Proposed Boycott of

* Asiatics
As a result of the settlement, it is
promased in certain circles in Johan-
nesburg to boycott Asiatics.  A-meet-
ing was held in the Trades Hall,

Old soldiers, who have fought and ; Johannesburg, on Monday night last,
bled for the Empire—men clothed in | when the following resolution was

submitted:

“ (1) That this meeting of the citiz-
ens of Johannesburg pledges itself to
refrain from dealing with or otherwisé
supporting * the Asiatics in South
Afrien” ’ :

(2} That this meeting is of opin-
ion that the best means of giving effect
to the above resolution is ¢ co-upera-
tion.””

Leading sympathisers with the
‘Asiatics in their struggle against the
original registration proposals, inter-
viewed by a Mai/ representative, ex-
pressed themselves as heartily in sym-
pathy with the boycott method of
fighiting the Asiatics, This could not
but be viewed, it was admitted, as an
evidence of grit and principle in the
whites. They did not, however, con-
sider that the proposal would be at
all successfully worked out, because
they did not think that the class of
whites'in the Transvaal were capable
of showing the grit and principle
necessary, nor did they think that the
opposition to the Asiatic trader was
as widespreard and sincere as the or-
ganisers of the boycott would have
them believe, .

White Leagues on the above fines

Care biedng formed An the Fast gnd

Wast Rl
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Government and Opposi-
- tion :

The follm\'m-r ‘copies of corres-
pondence between  the  ‘lransvaal
" Colonial Secretary and Sir George
Farrar, leader of the (dpposition are
published <

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Pretoria, January 27, 1903.

Dear Sir George IFarrar,—Will you
. kindly comsult your friends to see
whether there would be any objection
to registration beinyg re-opened for
" Asiatics and the chance being given
them to register voluntarily, as they
.desire to do, and to dispense with
finger-prints in the case of educited
or well-known Indians? 1tis probable
that Parliamentary.ratification of such
registration ‘will have to take place,
and in the meantime the penaltics
‘under the Act will not be eniorced
against those who register voluntarity.
1 understand that Asiatics may be
willing to make such: an offer to
Government, and before closing with
it we should like to have your con-
currence in so doing.—Yours sincerely,

(8gd.) J. C. Smurs.
Sir George Farrar, D.S.0., M.L.A,
‘ Johanunesburg. :

y January 30, 1908,

To the Hon, the Colonial %crgt'lry,
Pretoria, ..

Dear Mr. Snuts,— I am in receipt
of your letter of January 27, and have
«wommunicated it5 contents to my’
friends. -

From it we extracl certain questions
or suggestions, wiich I append ta-
sether with our replics. '

Question No. 1: Is there any ob-
Je(.tlon to registration being re-opencd
for Asiatics and the chance being
‘given them to register voluntarily as
‘they desire to do ?

Answer: No,
limited. .

- Question No. Is there any ob-
}u tion to' dlspulse with linger prmtb

. in the case of cducated or well- known
Indians ?

Answer: No, provided that other
adequate evidence of identity be
forthcoming,

QQuestion No, 3: Is there any ob-
jection to the penaltics not being
enforced in the meantime against
those who voluntarily register ?

Answer: No.

Am I to vnderstand from the con-
cluding sentence of your letter that
the Government do not intend to
make the abuove ‘concessions unless

they are satisfied that the Asiatic
commumty is prepared to accept the
new-position ?

I desire to make our position in
this matter perfectly clear.

We agreed to the law and adhere to

- it, and its objects must be secured,
. We would. however, point out that as
the present reilutions were not sub-
milled 1o w b fom promaigation the

provided time- is

.and constancy to ideals.
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Government must accept all respon-
smhlllly in regard to then

We feel it LSSLH[I&I to success that
the law beadministered with the least
possible friction, and, as far as pos-
sible, with Jue conbxdcratlon for the
responsibilities and difficulties of the
Imperial Government.—DBelieve me,
yours sincerely,

{Sgd.) GrorGE FARRAR.

Impevial Parliament
- Transvaal Asiatics
The Debate in the Lords

London, Ieb. 4.—Lord Ampthill,
in the House of Lords congratulated
the ‘I'ransvaal (10‘.emment on their
couragenus and statesmaniike action,
also the Indians upon their modesty
He also
congratulated the Imperial  Govern-
ment on obtaining the compromise,
though he chlarL.d that the bargain
should have been made when grant-
ing the Constitution or loan.

Lord Roberts expressed regret that
an Indian Government official had
not been deputed to confer with the
Transvaal Government.

Lord Curzon declared that the
Transvaal bad rushed its anti-Asiatic
legislation through with indecent
speed.

Lord Elgin declared that the settle-
ment was satisfactory. The Trans-
vaal Government throughout had act-
ed in a ‘reasonable and conciliatory
manner, and the pulicy of the restric-
tiont of Immigration had been main-
tained unbroken for zo years. The
finger-puint system had been intro-
duced purely as a means of identifica-
tion,

Lord Lanscdowne said that l.he Im-
perial Government would bave shown
more courage if they had interfered
carlier.

Lord Ripon inststed that a self-gov-

erning Colony should be left to man-

age its own alinirs.—Reuter.

The Natal dercury’s London cor-
respondent cables i —

London, Fel. 4—])urmlf the de-
bate on Ehf‘ Asiatic situation in the
Transvaal, in the House of T.ords,
Lard Curzon complained that l.ord
Elgin had shown exeessive delerence
to the pleas put forward by the Trans-
vaal Government,

Lord Elgin contended that the in-
flux of Asialics would destroy the pol-
itical equilibrium necessary for the
development of the Colonies.: e
did not believe that the Transvaal in.
wnded to degrade the Indians, and
thought that all the most serious
grievances existing before the  war
had  been removed. He declared
that he rejoiced that the Indians, in-
stead of being subjected to disabil-
itees, though-restricted as regards: im-
myrition, would in the future b

Firruary STH, 1908
maintained in a definite. and honour—
able pésition.

London, Feb. 5.—The House of
Lords last night discussed the position
of the Indians in the Transvaal wlth
tact and moderation.

Lord lLansdowne expre«;sed the

general feeling of the Houase by un- .

reservedly 4dmitting the right of a.
self-governing . Colony. | to " decide

whethez.it should be the home ot the -

British rather than of an Asiatic race.
At the same time, the speakérs re-

cognised the enormous difficulties in-

which the llmpire is involved -by the
complexity of its composition.
Lord Ampthill criticised the dila-

allowing a dangerous situation to con-
tinue so:tong.
Lored Curzon deplorud that the

‘Colenial Office showed lack of the

imagination absolutely 1nd15pensable
in dmlmz, with Orientals.

- In this connection, Zhe Trmcs
credits the Transvaal Government

very handsomely tor admitting the

force of Imperial interests when these
were tardily pointed out to them b
the Colonial Oltice, who are respon-

sible for the period of painful tension. .

' Press Comments

Both (he Morning Post and The
Zimes commenting upon the debate
in the ‘House of Lords yesterday on
the Asiatic settlement in the Lrans-
vaal, discuss the Imperial aspects of
Asiatic Iinmigration, .

The Marmny Post urges that the
need foy tldcr'll, and not provincial,
control of this question has Leen ex-
emplified in the Transvaal and Van-
‘couver Island.

Thwe Times declares that, in view of
the certainty of the recurrence of such
difficulties, the time has surely come
to establish some public body in fuller

touch than the Imperial Cabinet with

the communities and races of the
Empire—a body which will provide
information where needed, and nip
trouble in the l)ud.

.lndlan Natlonal Congress

And the Transvaal 'l‘rouble

We learn that, alter the dispersal of
the Congress, at Surat, the majority of
the delegates reniained behind to con-
duct an informal diséussion.” The
debate was mainly devoted to the

‘grievances of the Transvaal Indians. |
Omar

Ihe  Natal delegate, Mr,
Haji Amod Johari, dwelt on the suffer-
ings and indignities inflicted by the-
Registration Act, which, he said, re-

duced Indiaps'to the level of culprits |

and vagabonds. He feared for the
plight of the Indians in Natal if the
example of the Transvaal were follow-
ed. He appealed to the audience to
strive for the repeal of the Act,

| tory conduct of the Colonial Office In ~

i

Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea read :

dralts of telegrams to the YViceroy and®
and the Colonial Office, asking the
Lmperial Government to intervene,
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South African Indian
' ~ Association

-

Congratulates the Transvaal

A mass meeting of British Indians
from all parts of the Cape District
was held on Friday evening, the 3rst.
ulto., in the premises of the above
Association, Al seating accommoda-
tion was occupied and a good number
were obilged to stand on the balcony.
The room was beautifully decorated
‘with flags and the whole buildingwasil-
luminated with electric lights, showing
the great display of bunting to.advan-
tage. ‘
The meeting was called by 1the
Chairman with the objecl of wlebra-
ting the success obtained by the lead-
ers of the Ipdian community in their
gigantic struggle with the Transvaal
Government over the enforcement of
the provisions of the Asiatic Act of
that Colony.

Notwithstanding the short time
which had elapsed since the receipt
of the information from the Trans-
vaal centre announcing the glad news
" a very large attendance was neverthe-
“less assured. ‘ .

Mr. Ebrahim Norodien, the Chair-
man of the Association, took the
chair, and amongst those on the plat-
form were Messrs. Ahmed Abbas,
Abdul Ganie Perker, Mahomed Sale,

~J. M. H. Gool, M, 1. Dala, 5. Ismail,
A. G. Kuble, Esufl Ahmedjee Patel,
Mahomed Bagas, Khachoo Ganco
(Woodstock), Ali Adam (Salt Riyer),
Hasan Shamsudin Guray (Observat-
ary), A. G. Ghansoar and Yakoob Dal-
vi {Maitland), R. Nowrosjee, M. L
Rawood, Hoosen Ahmed {Claremont)
Mahomed Hoosen Goteker (Parow),
F. Ismail (Goodwood), Moosa Abdul
Carim Noormahomed (Stellenbosch),
S. Casimali and many other prowin-
ent Indians. The Chairmapn, in a
very telling speech, expressed his
heartfelt gratitude at the result of the
" decisian of the Transvaal Government
and affirmed the fuct that this peace-
ful settlement of a very involved
quéstion had not only gladdened the
hearts of the many who were carefully
watching events but had occasioned a
‘feeling of gratitude towards the Gov-
ernment. who at the height of the
. crisis had the good sense to well con-
sider the gravity of the situation and
make amends which every honourable
man has to applaud. o

Mr. Ahmed Abbas proposed that a

telegram be sent to tbhe Transvaal
_Government thanking them for their

. consideration for meetihg the Indian.

community in their struggle to obtain
_amelioration of restrictions burtful 1o
their religious susceptibilities.
This was seconded by Mr. A. &
. Ghansar and supported by Mr. Esuff
Ahmedjee Patel,
It was further propased by Mr, K.

. Nowrosjee, seconded by Mr. M. Sale-

* and supported by Mr. J. M, H. Gool,
that a telegram be sent to the British

indian Assoctation of Johannesburg, -

thanking them for the firm position
taken up by them in the struggle
with  the Transvaal Government
and congratulating them on the
success which crowned their efforts.
Mr. 8. Casimali proposed, Mr. Rawood
seconded, and Mr. Abdool Gani

Perker supported, amidst enthusiastic

applause, that a telegram™ be sent
to Mr. Gandhi applauding him on the
great stand taken up by him with the
Transvaal Government and congratu-
lating him on the sucessful issue of
his endeavours,

A Progressive View

Mr. A. E. Balfour, speaking at
Johannesburg last' week, said that
the Asiatic question had happily been
settled. ~ He had no doubt that most
of them had read the Colonial Secre-
tary’s speeches—he had madé at least
half-a-dozen of them—which he
thought were admirable in tone and
temper. He (the speaker} had only
one criticism to make, and this was a
strange and remarkable omission that
occured in every one of them. So
far as he could remember, he thought
they would not find one single refer-
ence to the fact that the action that

.might be taken by the Transvaal-—by

one small community in the whole
Empire—might have very serious ef-
fects upon the continent which belong-
ed to the Empire and which contained
300 millions of people. Tt was. left
to the Progressive Party, in a letter
they wrote agreeing to the modifica-
tion of the regulations of the Asiatic
Ordinance, to point out that such a
law as that should be carried out with
due regard to Imperial difficulties
and responsibilities, He agreed with
the policy, on which they were all
united, of restricting Asiatic immigra-
tion. It was what they intended to
carry out.  Given that condition, he
would ask them to remember that
while carrying out their fixed policy
they should be careful that they did it
with the least possible friction and
embarrassment to the Imperial Gov-
ernment, which had to think not only
of what was going on in the Trans-
vaal but also of its millions of subjects
in India and of the other coloured
subjects all over the world ; and, last
but not least, of its allies and the
other nations of the world who were
jts rivals.

The Irox Hern, At a meeting of
the Vryburg Municipal Council, held
on the 21st ult., a letter was read from
Messrs. Rosenblatt & De Beer, on be-
half of Mr. Ebrahim Khan, asking the
Council to grant the necessary certifi-
cate to atlow their client to transfer

“his businuss to Mr. Hajee M. Khan.

The application was refused. An ap-
plication from Messts. Jesla and Kika,
through Mr. F. J. Croxfoid, to rent
three acres of the town commonage
lor gardening purposes was also
reflused, .

.up the Empire.
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Mr; Harold Cox writes
to the ¢ Spectator”

Mr, Harold Cox, M.P., replying to
a leading article in a previous issue of
the Specfator, concludes a well-reason-
ed argument in favour of just treat- -
ment of Transvaal Indians with the .
foilowing words ; '

You also lay stress an the unwilling-
ness of the Colonies to allow their
territory to be ‘““illed with 2 new
population of two colours.”  But sure-
ly this consideration has no relevance
to the South African problem. The
predominant colour throughout South
Africa is already black, and the blacks
are rapidly gaining upon the whites,

-not only by increase of numbers, but

by advance in education, Snuth
Alrica cannot be awhite man's land,
and the only question is whether Indi-
ans should not be allowed to live
there s well as Hottentots, Kafirs,
Zulus, Malays, Cuape Boys, Poles,
Greeks, Armenians and ~ Assyrians.
That is the whole issue at the present
moment, and I see no reason why it
should not be dealt with on its merits
alone. Let us apply the principle of
liberty to the question immediately
before ‘us, and wait to see whether
those same principles cannot equally
well be applied to other difiiculties
that may arise in the future.

As, however, you have touched on
a larger problems that lie ahead, I
will venture to put forward a doctrine
which may not meet with immediate
acceptance, but which I believe to be
the only possible basis for a permanent
British Empire. That doetrine is
that the strength of our Empire ulti-
mately depends, not upon the supre-
macy of the Lnglish race, but upon
the maintenance of English principles,
However proud we may be of our’
English blood, we cannot study the
history of our country without learning
that the population of England has
been recruited from many countries,
and that this readiness to receive and .
absorb other races has been one of
the main causes of our national expan-
sion. Aliens have come here : they
have imbibed our traditions and learnt
our language, and have become Eng-
lish in soul without a drop of English -
blood in their veins; and then they
or their sons have gone forth to build
Those who have
lived among natives of India as friends
rather than as rulers have seen the
same creation of English-minded men
there in progress. Our ideals take -
root even where our race cannot flour-
ish. T contend that this is the true
conception of Empire for Englishnen
to set before them. -We cannot hape
to people the earth with men of our
own stock. In the competition of
the cradle we are beaten by the Teu-
ton and hopelessly outdistunced by
the Sltav; in the competition of ideals
we may hold our own for ever. My
faith is that if'we adhere to the prinei-
ples of liberty, which have brought us
safely so far, 1 anp're veed never
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fail. It may conceivably happen g,

seme far-distant fuitre that Rajpoots

will rule at Westminster instead of -
© Scotchmen ; but they will speak our
language, they will be inspired with
our ideals, and they will carry on our |

Empire. This may scem-a fantastic

on such dreams as these than to con-

template the destruction of the Em-

pire by 1acial conflicts,

Trading Licences and
' - Franchise’

4
! _ Confere¢nce

at Maritzborg "

The Maritzburg correspondent of
the Star, telegraphing on the 3oth
ulto., states: i

The Premier to-day met the Mayors

and the chairmen of the local boards.
The meeting was of an entirely con-

fidential nature, but 1 understand that
the principal object was to gather the
opinion of the Mayors and chairmen
of Jocal ‘boards in regard to certain

vexed questions relating to the Muni- |

cipal Laws Consolidatien Bill, which
is still before the Imperial authorities
awaiting approval or rejection.

For a long time the Natal Govern-
ment has been in negotiation with the

Emperial authorities in respect of the |

‘clauses in the Municipal Laws Dill
which refer particularly 1o Asiatics and
‘Indians, both in respect to trading
licences and the franchise, The Im-
perial autlioritics expressed their will-
ingness to concur in the Government
depriving Asiatics of the franchise, but
only on the understanding that in res-
" pect to trading licences they should be
granted the right to appeal to the
Supreme Court in cases of refusal by
. the. licensing boards of the Colony.
When the Municipal Association of
Natal last considered the matter all
the. delegates, excepting those from
Maritzburg, would not agree to the
concession, insisting that the only ap-
peal from the decision of the licensing
officers should be to the town councils,
or in the case of country places to the

licensing boards appointed by the

Government,
The ., situation has since  become
further complicated by a movement

of récent daté to insist upon all Indian
+ indentures concluding in - India and:
Lord Curzon, then

not- in Nartal.
Viceroy, broke off negotiations at the

point when Natal pointed out that it

could not see its way to grant the right
of appeal to the Supreme Court in
respect of licences.

The position. in regard to Indian
traders in Natal has since been rend-
ered more acute owing to the recent
action of the ‘Pransvaal, and presum-
ably the Natal Ministry have realised

the desirability of being aw fai/ with

the circumstances so far as they con-
cer the people of Natal, in oider that
they 12 b e prepared with an wemd
menl * .
Parham .or veat menty,

i
e
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Regarding the question of licences,
it i a et worthy of nute that at pres-
ent the old law providing for appeal
only to the town and country licensit
hoards still holds zood in the absence

Fdacation in Natal
Superintendent’s Report

The report of the Superintendent of
Educatien, Mr. C. J. Mudie, on the
work of his Department for the year
ended June 3o, 1907, has just been
issued as an official Blue Book. We
take the [ollowing facts from the Vata/

| Mercury: .
During the year there were 3230

schools under Government inspection
-—301 IQurnpean, 170 Native, 33 In
dian, and 19 for coloured (other than
native or Indian) children—with an

i average enrolment of 28,847 (14,783
boys, and 14,064 girls), consisting ot
12,504 Duropeans (6,671 boys and

5,833 givls) 12,246 natives (1,774 boys

7,472 girls), 3,174 Indians (2,837 boys
l and

337 girls), 923 coloured children
{301 boys and 422 girls),
age daily attendance is, in European
schools, 85 per cent. of the number
enroliéd ; in native schools, 67 per

| cent.;.in Indian schools, 7.2 per cent.; i
| and in schools for coloured children, |
|

! 79 per cent. Of the 523 schools, 49
¢ have been established and are main-
tained exclusively by the Government.
All the other schools are either pri-
i vate, denominational, or board schools
; receiving grants varying from £3 to
| £is00 a year. Nearly all the native
and Indian, schools are directly con-
nected with the various religious
bodies in the Colony. The Govern-
iment schools consist of two high

schools, 38 primary schools, two art’

schools, five Indian schools, and two
i schools for coloured children, Maritz-
{ burg has onc high school and three
i primary schools, and Durban one high
school and four primary schools. Of
the remaining primary schools, one is
at Addington, two at Greyville, one at
| Bellair, and 27 are country schools

pepulation,  Maritzburg has one art,
one Indian, and one school for col-
, oured children ; while Durban bas the

. other art, the other school for coloured

| children, and the remaining four Indi-

an schools, The European aided
schools are divided into fixed and farm
schaels. There are 104 of the former,
and 155 of the 'latter. The revenue

222

amounted to £ 1.4,
6s. 11d. frotm Buropeans, £635 8s. gd.

from Indians, and £143 115 4d. lrom
_coloured children, Al these fees have -

Piwen paid into the Ureasary, .
e CGoveronmem: arid i pided
v pduals provide sdocation or colpived

g i place during the year.
I syllabus has been introduced into
“of the Consolidated Act, which awaits -
© the approval of the [Tone authorities. !
dream, but it is better to dwell even '

The aver- —
’ An Imperial View

dstablished 11 the chief centres of

derived from the Government schools |
fur the year ended june 3o, 1yo7, |
75— 413,443

FErruary 8TH, 1608

children. Twonew Maritzburg schools
~ have recejved recognition. lixamina-

" tions atgvo farm schools have taken

The Indian

some of the smaller schools, and it is
hoped that its wealth of detail may
make the instruction more definite.
The want of schoo! material is a grave

emment school (higher grade) and
five aided schools educate about soo
' Indian children. Uhere is but one
trained teacher in these schools.  The

4 trouble almost everywhere. One Gov-
¥
[
|

! work cannot he described as satis-

factory, hor is it likely to be uatil the
trained teacher is forced upon the
managements.  Overcrowding ~ has
been checked to o very large extent,
but there is much uncleanliness and
weak discipline, The higher grade
school appears to be sufiering from a
mild fotnr of boycott, and is fed but to
the smallest extent by the very schools
"which it was intended to supplement ;
the instruction down to Standard 1I.
here is quite good, but Standard IV,
should really be the lowest class, A
weekly visit from an inspector, if time

permitted, might achieve some refornm. .

Y B

““The Man on the Spot™”

. The dberdeen Frec Press, comment-
ing on the Transvaal crisis, says:

Bome ol our colonial. friends are
sometimes very fond of reminding us
"of the complete treedom of action

man on the spot.” But who in this
case is “the man on the spot?” Is
it the Butish Indian boiling with pas-
sion at the humiliation sought .to. be

method: of registration—which tears
his ¥ritish citizenship to tatters and
i labels hiin an alien—or is it the white
man who, thinking solely of his own
v garden patch, rushes . the
. beyond the borizon? The garden
{ patch has its worth, but what of the
! Empire that gave it its value and to
- that end has spent blood and treasure
. heavily?  “Thy man on the spot”
i in the Empire—-represented by those
- who in holding 'the . reins of military
“and civil administration are daily con-
fronting herculean tasks with a cour-

' which should be conceded to ™ the.

i impused upon him by the finger print.

Indian-

P

aze and devotion that eannot be sur-.

passed—is surely’ as much entitled as

" he of the garden patch to a say with

regard to procecdings that tie his
; hands and tend to make him reel in
. the saddle. )

1

East Areica vor Inpians. To
make the East African terrvitories an
upen Coluony for our Indian fellow-
subjects, to be directly developed in
the interests of India. would be in
M cemvictib g Weidliant ereoke of
L} bdspeamal sbarevnaapsbhip, - {hsevier.



