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NOTES AND NEWS

7

Highness the Prince of Wales on this his

gecond visit to the shores of South Afric:a.
We have very happy recollections of bis last visit.
That was in the year 1923 when he visited South
Africa in his official capacity. On that occasion the
population of Soulh Africa, irrespective of colour or
creed, rose 58 one person and accorded a rousing
reception to the Heir Apparent. Thoungh hia second
visit is private we have no doubt the people of
South Africa will keenly follow his every movement
and will wish him well. It will be recollected that
1ast year the Prince's visit to South Africa was inter-
rupted owing to the illness of His Majesty. We
bope that His Royal Highness will have a pleasant
time in Africa, for he {ravels norlhwards in a few
days' time, Ho carries with bim the best wishes
of all,

WE extend & bearty welcome to His Royal

—— i — —

Mr. P. C. Cochran, who has occupied the Chief
Magisterial chair in Durban for some years past,
retires shortly and we are informed that his suoec-
cespor ia Major 8. Maynard whé is presently a
Magistrate at Pietersburg. Mr. Cochran, during his
stay at Durban, has been & close stndent of Indian
affaira, Indeed, the Chief Magistrate's presence at
every meeling that was addressed by the Rt. Hon,
V. 8. Srinivasa Sostri, wes a familiar sight to many.
We hope that Mr. Cochran will, during his retiring
days, enjoy the best of health.

The Hon. Evelyn Baring, Acting Agent-General
for India in the Union, and Mr. C. 8. Ricketts,
secretary, left Johannesburg for Capetown on Thars-
day. They have been epending the last one month
in the Transvaal where they have been collecting
data in connection with the Licensing Question.

The Dowager Countess of Cromer, My, Baring’s
wother, is expected in Capetown on Jan. 27, on a
visit to her son in Sonth Afriea.

We ext.end our heartiest congratnlations to young
Gporge Singh who, at the age of 17, has secured a
First Class pass in the Matricniation Ezamination.
Master Singh is the first Indian to secure a First
Cl'n.ss pass. We sincerely hope that young Singh
will continue his studies aud we have no doubt that

the brilliant example set by this young man will be
followed by many.

With the opening of the Sastri College the Carlisle
Street Indian School closes ita doors as a Secondary
School. During the last few years the school had
more than jestified ite existence. In both the Junior
Certificato and Matricnlation examinations the schogl
has shown excellent results, The fact that three
students, out of four, were succesaful in the last
Matric examination is a cleay indication of the re-
sults. The teachers in charge of the Secondary

Bchool have served most conscienti 1
much eredit ia due. ouely and to them

The Administration has now decided to open the

Sastri College on Jan, 27 instead
prevional g on Ja ' of on Feb, 10, as

The Calcutta correspondent of the Siar gtates :—

Asked in an interview at Madras, where he is
spending sick leave, what was the most impertant
problem awaiting solution in South Africa so far as
Indians are concerned, Sir Knrma Reddi declared
that he thonght it was lhe licensing problem in the
Trapavaa). Trade disabilities in Natal were fow,
while in the Cape Province they were practically
nil. Sir Eurma Reddi expects to return to South
Africa shortly. “I will do my little best in the
gettlement of questions, but I am also confident
justice will be done to our conntrymen over the
There is no reason for despondency.” :

POOITA

Writing in Young India, Mr. Gandhi urges that *

Independence Day ‘on January 26 be observed by
simmltaneons meetings in all cities and villages
throughout the country marking the declaration

approved by the working committee of the Congress °
at Lahore on Jannery 2, that Puran Swaraj {com- .

plete indapendence} is now the Congress policy. He
farther says that the religions may begin the day
by ablutions and then 'go on with some constructive
work such as spinning and sewing and helping to
achieve Hindu-Moglem rennion. Mr. Gandhi adds
that in order to enable the central office to gange the
strength of the movement it ia essential te send it

absolutely accurate accounts of the day’s deings in .

each town and village.—Reuter,

A Reuter’s message from Allababad repor!s :—

The Congress Working Committes- has issmed a

resolulion for submission to meetings throughout
the country on Puaran SBwaraj Day on January 26, dis-
avowing viclent methods to obtain “freedom,” bat
advocating the utmost withdrawal of all voluntary
association with the British Government in pre-
paration for civil disobedience, including the non-
payment of taxes, '

A similar message from Bombay states that a
meeting of the Onuneil of the Western India Liberal
Association bas adopted a vigorons programme in
opposition to the “Independence School” urging the
Liberals to rally the people in order to secure free-
dom by constitational means.”

 S——————

Bihari Lala Nantani, who is visiting England for
the purpose of representing Indians in a cage con-
cerning East Africa, interviewed, emphasised the
danger of Japanese commercial dominance in East
Africa unless relations between Britain and India
there were harmonised in the nesr fature, In this
connection, ho urged the necessity for a common
eloctoral roll and said that it Indians in Kenya were
smbjected to “a high civilisation test,” only ten per
cent. of them would be eligible to vote, and there
would thns be no chance of their “swamping” the
:whites. Meanwhile, Japaness enterprise was gain-
ing hold of commerce in East Africa while whites

and Indians were disputing their mutnal political
statns,—Renter,
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We regret to record the sad and untimely demise
of the laie Virjee Damodar Mehta, which took place
at his late residence in Durban on Sunday morning.
The name of Mehta is closely associated with the
Phenix Settlement where he served for many
years under Mahatma Gandhi, Of a retiring dis-
position the late Mr. Mehta hag quietly and un-
ostentiously served the Indian community well,
By the Gujerati community of Dnrban he was held
with the highest regard and many an institution
will miss his advice and assistance., IHe  leaves a
widow, two sons and five daughters - to mourn their
loss. We extend our profound and heartfelt sym-
pathy to the sorrowing family.

THE CLARION CALL

) a]reacty reported iny qur columns a
A few weeks ago, the Mitchell Crescent
Indian School will be converted into
a Girls' School It will be staffed by Euro-
pean teachers and our girls will be taught
ap to the VI Standard. If our girls show a
desire to continue their studies the Educa-
tion Department . will make provisions to
teach up to.the VII] Standard, Mr. Hugh
Bryan, the Supermtendent of Education, has
aerried out his promise whxch he held out to
the Rt. Hon. V., S, Srinivasa . Sastri.. The
conversion of the M:tcheﬂ Crescent School
inta a girls’ school is another step forward
in the direction of improving the educational
facilities of Indians,

. With the estabhshment of this. school our
gtrls will hear the c]arlon call and it remains
to be seen whether they will respond to the
call.

‘The educatiopal facilities thag. the Natal
Provincial. Government has. been offering
for years to the-Indian boys have been very
meagre and the edugation of our girls
received very little attention. As a result
the -percentage of illiteracy amongst our
children was showing a marked increase
yearly. This state of affairs was soon
apparent to the Rt. Hon, V. S, Srinivasa
Sastri who spared, no efforts to right the

wrong that was being committed by the
Provincial Council. . There is no doubt that
the conversion of the Mitchell Crescent
Boys School ipto a Girls' School is a direct
result of Mr. Sastri’s efforts.

We have always held out that the educa-
tion of our boys .would be useless if equal
opportunities were not given to our girls.
The attainment of the Western standard of
civilisation as foreshadowed in the Cape-
town Agreement would be utterly impossible
if our girls were not sufficiently educated.
Parents are always averse to sending their
girls to E;_ie_c! gchools and this aversion

....-_

accounts for the small attend~nce of girls in
these schools. The Mitchell Crescent School

.is in close proximity to the Carlisle Sireet

Boys' School, and we fear that this may bé
a detetrent factor. We think, however, that
this factor should not prevent parents from
sending their girls, for, we are hopeful that if
the Indian community are earnest the Edu-
cation Department would not lag behind in
providing suitable premises for a Girls’
School.  The number of yqung Indian
women pursuing the. teaching profession is
an indication of the desire there is to attain
a higher level in their education. In India
women have advanced considerably and we
se¢ no reason why South African Indian
women should lag behind,

We feel sure that our Indian girls wil!
respond to the Clarion Call,

Fighting “Asiatic Menace”

Suggested Action In Parliament

Combined action by municipalities with the object
of combaling the Asiatio 1nenace wus enpgested by
Mr. ¥, Claud Sturrock, M.L.A. for ‘Iarffontein, in
an address at the annual meeting of the Turffontein
and Yorest Hiul Ratepayers’ Associntion, Mr. A,
Shaiw Reed prealded .

Kuropeans in this enuntry had always folt,  very
rightly, that the maintensnce of our white civiligation
depended upon the rigid application of white
standards to all our activities, Me. Sturrock remarked.
The “Asialiec menace” ;arcee, not so nmch becanse
of: any racial. antagonism. to the Asiutics, but
thraugh the very real fear that, if lower orders of
civilimtion were allowod to compete on even terms
with the Europeans, the position. must resnlt in
either the elimination of the Enropean or the lower-
ing of the European standarde of living.” -

In the propesed amendments to the Wage Act,
to be submitted to Parliament this session, it wua
proposed to bring the one-man shop under its
operation, 80 that smnll white retuilers wonld be
compelled ta pay statntory wagrs, even if they had
only one employe.: ‘'When it wus realised that the
Act did not apply.to Asiaties, it would be geen how
unufair the position was. They had no guarrel with
the Indian hoesnse he was an Indian, but becsuse
he lived according to s standard far below theirs, and
they weore determined that he should do nol.hmg to
bring theirs down.

The Remedy

The remedy for the trouble was not easy, saul
Mr. Starrook, - His own view was that their best
frionds were the municipalities. 'Fhey shonld urge
the councils to wage a censeless campaign, with the
object of limiting the rights of the Indian to these
which he already possessed by law.

Mr. Sturrock suggested that 8 delegation be gent
to Capetown to Parliament from all the Tmnsvnal
nimnicipalities,

There were & number of commercial men in tha
House, and, if they counld get a nuclens of com-
mercial opinion, ha thonght the cavse might be
udvanced, 1f the Goyernment could be got to starl -
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a movement, many members of the House would
give their support. e

Private Bill

A resolation that Mr. F.. C. Starrock, M.L.A., be

asked fo use his influence to get a privata_ Bill deal.
ing with the question passed was carried by the

meeling.—dar.

General Dealer’s Licence

- An applieation for a certiicate for a yeneral
dealer's licenee in the name of Seedat and Co., 18 being
heard by the Newcastle borough licensing officer
{Mr. A. 8. Forslick). Mr. L. J. Molyneus, solicitor,
Dundee, represents the applicamt and Mr. E. J.
Edmonds, Newc:sile, is repregenting an objector,
M. 8, Seedat, of Keenigsberg.

The objection which had beon lodged was on the
gronnds that the existing holder is indebted to the
objeclor in the anm of £58) and it is feared that the
said claim will be defeated if the licence is trans-
ferred. AT , Lo

Mr. Molyneux at the outset raised ‘the exception
that the objectirns which bad been lodged are barred
and cannot be heard on ihe following grounds : —

(1) M. 8 Seodut dees not- regide or carry on
bwiness within the munieipal area and is therefore
debarrod from raising any objoction to an applica-
tien for a licence which eomes within the jurisdic-
tion of the borough licensing officer,

(2) 1f the objection is admitted then the appli-
eant takos exceplion to thw objection iteelf on the
groonds that it is not a valid obinotion aud that the
point raised is not one for deeision in a licepsing
court, . - .
Guiding Principles

-in the course of a Jengthy mrgnment, Mr. Moly-
neux elpimed that although there had been neo
mention. of any qualifications for an objector under
the borough licensing . rules promulgated in Juoly,
191%, yet-there were gniding principles et in the
rural lisensing rudes, | Under the Liguor Act one
not regiding in or within five miles of the area
conld lodge an objection, L
' Withiregard to the other point of his exceptiou,
M. Molyneuwx ataved that the objsctore were asking
the licensing offieer te nearp the fnnction of & court
of law, Ha cluimed that thoe liconsing oflicor counld
sot give a jodgment as to whether this dobt is- dae
on.uot‘md the objector coudd not even pursne hig
clal;l :Il: tlée magintract:'s court. He wonld have te
go o dopreme Court ag the iBtrate’s iuris-
diction is Jimited to £200, wisirate’s Juris

Decisfor Reserved

'Mr. Edmonde, in the course of his argument in
sapport of the objector being heard, sabmitted that
rn_lhe ahsence of a vegulation on the point it was
quite competent for the licensing ofRcer to heur any
pereon who Igaa an interest in the objection to the
issno of the licence. The Raml Licensing Ralearand
the Liquor At-had nothing to .de with the matter
as they were. quite. distinet and separate and dealt
with different aspects.

Dealing with Mr. Molyneux’s second excoption h

L ption h
ﬁﬁmad: tha;ﬁthnt was not ;o matter for decision a?.
plege. wad a- matter for argun
evirlence hati boen. heard. : ment after all the
The licensing officer reserved: isi
points O e ! his decision on the

Assembly Reopens At
New Delhi

Sir James Crerar Denied A Hearing

New Delhi, Jan. 20.—The Assembly reopened to-
day. Obly 73 ont of 145 members were present in
consequence of the Congress hoycott,

The Prestdent, Patel, at the outset announced *'a
very serions” gitmation owing to the Chief Com.
nissioner of Delhi “deliberately defying” his orders
in regard to the admission of visitors. Patel ordered
the galleries to bo cleared, and refused to ullow Sir
Jamea Crerar, home member of the Execulive
Council of the Governor-General, to speak. His
action has disquieted Gorernment circles.

- Attendanee in the public palleries was also very
thin. Seventeen Nationalist members occupied the
vacant Swarajist peats, while Pandit Malaviya took
Motilal Nebhrn's seat ss Leader of the Oppoeition,
Patel, in his speech, said that the “very serious
situation” was due {io a difference hetween the
Government of India, the Chief Commissioner of
Pelhi and himself over the question of controlling
vigitors te the Assemibly. Puatel read & letter from
Bir Jamea Crerar, saying that the Governor-Generxl-
in-Council had decided that the Government muet
take final responsibility in protective mensures; and
offered to meet Patel before the Assembly to discuss
the question. Patel declared that the orders of the
Chief Commissioner wero in deliberate defiance of
his orders. He then onlered all the galleriee to he
cleared, except the Press Gallery. No further
passes, he said, would be issned, and he refused to
allow Sir James Crerar to spealk.

Patel’s order wae loudiy applanded by the Opposi-
tion. The Assembly then unanimonsly passed a
resolution eongratulating Lord Trwin on his miraen-
lous escape from the dastamlly attempt on his life;
Patel associated himself with the speeches, expressing
his horrow at the critne.—Renter.

Tampering With Justice

Speakiug at a meeting of the Non-Racial Franchise
Association hel! recently in Capetown am! attended
by Sir James Rose-Innes, Mr, Henry Burton and
other prominent pablic men, Mr.. J.. W. Jogger, who
was the prinecipal spenker, said that every member
of Parlisment shonld have thn interesis of Soath
Africa as his province, and those interests could
only be protecied! by representatives elecied on a
franchize that knew neither race nor colour,

The Prime Minister's proposals of a separate
nalive franchise he viswed with alarmn and ropret,
declaring that "dual franchise will increase racisl
antagonisw, and the louysr it lasls the aore power.
ful it will become, not- merely in the country, buat
z_z]sto mlParIia(tlnunt; it will be fatal when European
Intereste and native interests
represeated,” e sop?\rataly

Unt‘ortq.nauely. wenton Mr. Jagper, it iz now
proposed 'to go uway frow the pledge givea in
London in the name of the peaple of South Afriea
by; our leaders at the time of Union,” and a deter-
mined attack was being made on the rights of the
bative people, an attack which, if successful, could
only bring disaster to this conntry.

He reteﬁn‘d to the unrest among natives at
present. “One cavse of that unrest—I will not
8ay it i3 the sole canse—is the proposed taking
away of their franchise rights,” said Mr.  Jagger.
d;lm::.:ce ca.nuiot hot t.:ﬂ.murml with with impunity,
: e pouple of is country will ulti
find out,”—Reuter, d el
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The Malay -Location

Vigilance Association Demands Removal

Mr. P, A. Steyn, Secretary of the Vrededorp

Vigilance Association, wrltes as follows to the fland
Dasly Mail.—

“Sir,—The Vrededorp Vigilanco Association is
again attacking the gquestion of rewoving the
Malay location which has been a menace to the
public for many years,

Notwithetanding the faot that we have pruyed
the Town Council, as ownera of the location, to
have the native and colonred people removed and
to make a white township of the location, the Council
has torned a deaf eur to our requesls,. We are
now determined to force matters to the point of
exhaustion, for it is readily admitted that, in saec-
cordance with the title under which the Council
holds the gromnd, the mnatives are living there
illegally. Also it is illegal for one Indian to hold
more than one stand or to sub-let,

My association ie raising funds to fight the matter,
and is at present considering the advisability of
sending a deputation to the Minister of the Interior
with a view to urgiog him to appoint a commission
to find waya and means of removing the location,

I would like to point ont that the City Council is
making it more and more impossible to remove the
Asiatics and c¢oloured peple. Some fow years ago
all plans for building in the location were stopped.
The valoation of improvements in 1026 was £109,055,
Since that time plans have freely been passed for
buildings, the result being that to-duy the above-
mentioned sum has been coosiderably augmented.

If the Council had abided by its previous policy
in not passing any plauns for buildinge in the location,
half, or a great portion, of the place would have
been vacant to-day, owing to eclosing orders from
the Medical Oflicer of Health. If a closing order
had been made and the lessee of the gronnd had
not been given facililies to improve tho property
by rebuilding, he wounld ultimately have had to end
his tenancy, and there would have been no need
for compensation, :

Some years ago stand holders in Vrededorp were
letting their shops to Asiatics. This practice it was
later found to be conirary to the conditions laid
down in the title deeds, and by law they were
compelled to cease letting their premisecs to Asiatics,
But we have the City Conncil ignoring tho conditions
under which it holds the ground of the Malay
location.”

The Durban Unrest

The report of the Natlve Affairse Commission
upon the canses of native unrest in Durban has now
been received by the Darban Town Counncil.

The report emphasises the unsatisfactory position
created by the lack of a native location within the
borough. On the point of the natives’ major
grievance, viz, low wages, the Commissioner advise
a thorough inquiry by the Wage Board ora Govern-
ment official enjoying the contidence of the nativea
and the goodwill and respect of the employers.

The Commissioners emphasise the necessily for
a native village and the provieion of healthy re-
creation for the native population. In reference
evidently to the Conneil's desire to establish a nutive
village on an estate at Clairwood under option of
parchase, the Commissioners come to the important
conolusion that mnnicipalities should bo empowered
at the discretion of the Minister and Administrator
to “establish, maintain and control native villages
in the areas of health committees.” Lack of sach

— o o

powers has been the main obstacle himpering the
Council’s negotiations with Clairwood land vendors.

Beer Boycott

On the native boyeott of municipal beer halla the
Commission recommended that the present system
be not altered, Contlicting views were given by
native witnesses, some nrging the abolition of the
beer hallaand others declaring that the boycott is
against the desire of the majority and only
mnintained by the terrorising attitude of » section
of the L.C.U., yuse Natal,

In reference to the activitios of Mr., Champion,
leader of this nalive organisation, the Commissioners
declare that his influence, if pust eposides is any
gaide, m fraught with dangerous consequences,
adding, “‘the Governor-Gencral has, as supreme chief,
power t0 remove a natlve to parts where his
activities may be curtailed, and, while not recom-
mending that thia power be exercised in respect of
Mr. Chnmpion. the Jommissioner feels that it may
be necessary in the fature unlesa the sitnation

changes in Durban to recommond His Excellency
to use this power.

Imperial Conference

Soon alter the beginning of the niext Parlinmentary
sesgion, the Government will make arrangements to
be represented at the next Imperial Conferencs,
which I am now able to announce will be officially
opened on September next suys the Rand Daily Hail's
Pretoria representative,

The couference, which is held usnally every three
years, should have tuken place in 1825, but general
elections in the Union of South . Africa and also in
Great Britain and Australia esased its postponement.

The qnestion as to the Union representatives at
the confcrence hns not yet boen decided by the
Cabinet, although it is generally taken for granted
that the Prime Minister, Goneral J. B. M. Herizog,
will attend. In view of the fact that Imperial
preference will loom largely in the discussions, it is
possible that Mr. N. O. Havenga,  Minister of
Finance, will agnin accompany General Hertzog.

There is some talk in Pretoria of a third Minister
accompanying General Herlzog and Mr. Havenga.
The report of the committee which recently com-
pleted its work in London on Imperial constitutional
relationshipe will be available next month, and will
bo one of the mattera with which the Imperiai Con-
ference will bave to deal., In view of this the
Minister of Juslice, Mr. O. Pirow, K.C., may be
prevailed on to go, but other names have also been
suggested.

Question Of Procedure

Sonthk Africa will occnpy o pecnliar position at
the next conference. There are some significant
ramours regarding the attitudo of the South African
ropresontatives, Messre) F, W, Beyers, K.C.. and Dr.
H. D. J. Bodenstein, Jecretary for External AfFairs,
at the recent discussions on Imperial relationships
in London.

“I am informed, and my source is absolately re-
liable, that the Sonth African delegates attempted to
wrest from the committee the admission that the
Union was free to secede from the British Common-
wenlth of Nations at any time she desired to do s0.”

The roport of the committee is, of course, a secret
docnmont, bnt the rumour is that while the con-
tention of the Union delegates was not absolately
dismissed, ¢orlain rules of procedure which left the
present position virtually intact were laid down.
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H.E. The Governor-General
Opens Parliameat

The Speech From The Throne

speech from the Throne was a8 follows :—

,{Il:e Pf-:fdent and gentlemen of the Senate; Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
—1 am pleased to be sble to jnform you that our
relations with the other members of the Common-
wealth and with foreign nations continue to be
most friendly and cordial. Our Invoys Extraordi-
pary and Ministers Plenipotentiary to the Nether-
lands, Italy and the TUpited Statea of America have
presented their credentials, and have been cordially
received. I have great pleasnre in announcing that
the Governments of these countrics are reciprocating
by sending Envoys Extraordinary
Plenipotentiary to the Union and that the repre-
gentatives of the Netherlands and Ttaly have already
been duly accredited.

Customs Agreement

The Union has accepted the Optional Clause con-
tained in Atricle 36 of the Statatea of the Permanent
Court of International Justice, thereby agreeing to
sabmit certain classes of ipternatiopal disputes to
the juriediction of that Conrt, and the declaration to
that effect will be laid before you.

Notice of withdrawal from the Customs agree-
ment between the Union and the Rhodesias having
been given by the South Rhodesian Government, a
conference between representatives of the respeclive
Governments was held in September last with a
view to exploring the possibilities of a revised agree-
ment, but it was then founi impossible to arrive at
an sgreement in the matter. Arrangements have,
however, been made for a farther conference at the
end of this month to review the position, and it is
boped that & way out of the difficulty may be found,

Caprivi Administration

In consequence of certain developmenta rendering
it possible, the administration of the Caprivi strip,
a portion of the mandated territory of South-West
Africa, was taken over as from September 1, 1929,
by the Administraiion of Bouth-West Africa from
the Administration of the Bzachuanaland Protecto-
rate, which had administered that part of the man-
dated territory on behalf of the Union Government
since Japunary 1, 1921, I avail myself of this
opportunity to express the thanks of my Ministers
t+ His Majesty's Government in the United King-
dom for the valuable services renderad in this con-
nection to the Union,

It i8 pleasing to record that the e¢omntry has en-
joyed beneficial raine and that, despite tho eerious
folling price level of wool and certain other pro-
duects, the agricultural prospects, generally speaking,
are good.

Agricultural Legislation

Legislative proposals will be 1aid before you deal-
ing with various subjects in connection with agri-
culture, notably to assist the dairy industry, to im-
prove the cattle indastry, and to amend the existing
Iawsin 're_gard to animal diseases and co-operation.

ifou ‘?ll! be.asked to consider Bills with regard to
various irrigation mattars and to pass legislation to
agnox.zd the Irrigation Act, to provide meang for snb-
mdism_g approved irrigation schemes and further
facilitiea in conneotion with boring operations on

Notwithstanding the atdte of the dizmond market,
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and Ministers

the position of the mining and secondary industries
of the Union on the whole is -gatisfactory and is
ghowing continned and steady progrees, expansion
and inereasing employment.

The report of the Road Molor Competition Com-
miesion appointed by the Government bas been
received and will be placed before Parliament, and
legislation in connection with this important matter
will be sebmitted to you.

Amendments To Industrial Laws

While the indnstrial laws of the country have on
{he whole operated beneficially during the last few
years in the settlement of disputes between em-
ployers and employees and in the improvement of
conditions of employment without disturbance of
industrial peace, experionce in administration has
ghown that amendment of these laws is required so
that they may more effectively fulf] the function for
which they were designed. Legislation will be in-
troduced for this purpose.

In order to enablu natives to malke better uge of
their lands and to ameliorate conditions arising
from overstocking of native areas, it has been de-
cided to inerease the nuamber of agricultural schools
where native demonstrators can he trained to in-
struct natives in better methods of agrieulture and
farming,

Early Joint Session

It is felt that there is not snfficient provision in
the exigting laws for adequately dealing with ill-
disposed perzons who instigate feelings of hostility
between the Enropean and the other inhabitants of
the Union. Proposals with regard to this matter
will, aecordingly, be laid before you.

Bills will also be introduced to make provision for
various matters affecting natives in nrban and raral
areas.

Tt is the intention to convene at an early stage in
this session & combinerd sitting of the two Housea of
TParliament for the consideration of a Bill dealing
with the question of the representation of natives in
Parliament.

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the House of
Aesembly, —Additional estimates of expenditare for
the present financial year and estimates of revenue
and expenditure for the ensning financial year will
be laid before you.

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Senate, Mr.
Speaker anu gentlemen of the House of Assembly,
—1In eommending these mattera to your considera-
tion I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may
gnide and sunstain you in your labours, In His
Majesty's name I now declare this, the second
gesgion of the sixth Parhament of the Union of
South Africa, to be duly opened.

—_—

Believers in birth control a8 an effective way of
combating poverty in India, have formed a leagne
for Maharashtra with headquarters at Poona. Mr.
. R, Gadgil is the President, The managing com-
mittee includes several medical men. Immediately
sufficient funds are available, the league, it is stated,
intends to carry on propaganda, and give expert
advice in villazes in Maharashtra, A branch has
already been established in Korad village.

A Renter's message from Noyon states :—

The acroplane in which Manmihan Singh left for
India from Croydon in an attempt fo win the £500
offered by the Aga Khan for the first Indian to fly
from Evgland to India, overturned in a gale here
and was seriously damaged. Singh has gone to
Paris to replace a pmaghesd propeller. The fight ia
not likely to be féBumed for somé timié
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India’s Place In Commonwealth

Professor L. TF. Rashbrook-Willinms, Foraign
Minister of Patinls State, India, whoge subj.ct wan
*[odigpnous Ryje in Ipdin.” deliveral the first of
the twentg-nighth series of frae pnblie lectnrea at
the Johp Rylends Library, Manchester, .
_ The declared gonl of Britiah policy, he mid, wan
Jndia’a fnll parcticipation in the Nritish Common-
wealth of Nations. “If we should succeed in tbis
colossl endeavonr” ha remarked, “wo shall have
done much to brillge over that diffurence helween
the aivilinitions of the Orient ond of the Orcidant in
which 8o many of the most far-aceing slatesmen have
geen the gronnils of a foloro menace to the world’s
peace,  If India can ba bronght inside the British
Commonwenlth of Naliona as 2 willing participant
tharein and a8 a froe agent, through hor own ahnice,
I think that Commonwealth will- hava made a
greatericontribution to thn world’a peace than even
the Leagua of Nations itaclf.” .

. Procanding 1o an analysis of the fandaumental
featnrea of the British Commenwealth, the lecturer
gaid they did not lie in commnnity of race or of. re-
Xigion, hut in a common heritage of iileas eone~rning
governmont, such as the sense of {hke ommipotence
of law. the dislike of nnchecked execntive anthority,
the belief in Parliamentary institn'ions as a Rymbol
that the peaple ware the nltimate snare » of anthority;
;!pq a pirong lradition of Incal aclf-goverament, . Hin
purpose wad to jpveetigato the politieal, berjlage of
Indlia, in order o arpivo at somu eonclugion as to
whether it wae a hindranee o a help to Indin'p
Pp!:_ticip;uiqn in the Commonwenlth of Natjona. |

“Drum And Trumpet” History

Profearor ‘Ruoshbrook-Willinma ontlined that obb
and flow of invasions, that rigs and fall of empires,
which peemed to eonstituto at first sight the malan-
choly burden of India’s bistory; and he reviewed
the avidengs which ghowed that while empires rogp
apd fell individnal kingdoms continued to 1maintain
their soparate identity. He deseribed the effect of
the impact of Islam mwpon the Hindn policy antd
described the rise and fall of the great Mabomedan
kingdoms, finully oatlining the new conditions
which avoge with the entrance of éca powor as an
effective faotor mpon the atage of Indian history,
Thase conatitnted Indian history as it was too qften
stadied; it was necessary for British people to get a
far ologer pioture £ they wonld understand the
political heritage of India. The viciesitudes of
empires which made up the “dram and trumpet”
history of India took place in a sphere that oxer-
clsad comparatively small infinenon an the lives and
fdean of tho pnpalation as a whole, Ct

As contrasted with this ebb and fyw of high
politica the aocial fabric of the onnntry showed an
extraordinary continnity, The instituiions which
affra*ed the life of the ordinary mar in Indis to-day
and the theories governing hiz idsas ahout pociety
and, his place in it went back in mwy cases to the
dawn of the history of the Aryan.speking peroples
in India. The three typicul iostitntions of Lhe
family, the village, and the caste Alill governwl the
lives of most paople in Indin to-dny ae thay' did

more than 2,000 yeara ago. )
The Hindu State
One of the characterislic fealyres of the Hinda
political heritage, Professor Rashbrook-Williama
pointed oat, was the limited aph re given to State
activity. "Ontsftle'tlgfg'spheie thn 'firld was open, not
t individdal Ketion, but't cmmunal and’ ed-opera-
tivé effort, in & degree ‘which parhaps hald a pro-
tnido of a' fuller Tife ‘than, was possihle under the
unrestrained individunliem of the Weat, =~ 7 7
«Thae Hindn State was essentinlly 1:either antorcratic
no¥ theocratic, bt in ewructare decentratisad and in

s e — — -

spirit highly practical. Centralisation was foreign
to the Indian gening, and he belipved that ope of
the explanatiots of the rise and fall of past empires
wan to bo found in the comparatively lopse and im-
permanent character, as enmpared with the relative
slability of the conslituent gmall kingdoms, which
provided [(he real int>geatinn of 1he communal rule
of the family, of the village, and of tha easte,

The State in Indin, in the ppeakers view, had in
the past baen diverted from it trne fanctions of
agriculinre, wall-being, proaperity and development
by contnriea of distnrhed conditions. It preseniod a
phenomenon of arrested growtb. Bnt the roots
which had made possible a high degree. of political
davelopment in past ages still persisted and needed
only to he enconraged to throw forth once more
flonrishing and powsnrful branches,

- - Local Units

The political genins of the Indian peopls mani-
fealod itaclf most avlequatply in autongmons loegl
nnits, unijed for the comploxities. of the npodesn
Sate into a fedorndion. O reecont gears many
lewlers of Indian politieal thought had shown.
tendency to dempand the redistribation of the ad-
ministrative province of British -India into wnnits
which correspond. mora geourately to ethnological
gnd his;nrica} fucts. He carneptly truslel] thut ihp
hest mindg of Indin and Britnin wonbl porp their
attention to the very remarkahle avidqnea of history,
ip their altempt to lay firm-the. foppilntions of , aplk-
government for India, .. e I T TR

Tho political barijage of India, while it diffpred in
detaila trom tha politieal Loritage of Pritain. and the
regt of the Commonwealth of Nations, provislad jn
wany reapects n remackahly close parallel. . He was
nnaple tq agree with .the statement, sq eanfilently
made, that Indin recognised no form of goyernment
gavo antocracy. . He Delieved . that  Indian, copecp-
tiphe regarding the troe relations of law to.the
excentjve guthoritics, yegarding .the uliimate sonpee
of political, ppthority, regardigg thp desirabilily .of
government by disenasjon .and regarding the.aata-
‘nomy of the unit of loea] adminisiyation provided
ample ovidence of the possibility as well as the
jnptice of . India’s inalnsion within thp Comimon-
wealth of Nationm—Alapchesfer Guardian, | ... .

' vyt

East African Indian Copgress
Mts. Sarojin} Najdu 'AT—S'evémh' Scssiop
A"Stifring Presidental Address
' ( Conclued from ot vusk) "

Closer Union Bo_gey‘

Continuing, Mra.” Nnidna mnde reference to the

question of, closer union, “There is, she said,
“this insidions recommendation for closer ynion
the air. Unity, np doubt, i 3 marvellons thing in
the right pihee, and at the right time.* "
' Rhodesia says she is safer and happier aa she s,
“Let us be friends by all meansd,” sho saye, “'but Jet
thore be well-definad frontiers.,” “Yee,” snid'the
apeaker, it i8 8 wonderful dream, & Uropian’ dream,
that saya there i8 n Union of Sonth Afriea, b lét
there be another Union here so as to make s wide
continent, with Europe bolling the major ahare.”

Tanganyiks, saifl the spraker, i rapidly betoming
an international issne. Uganga hns a gtrang objection
to joining handa with an insolvent place like Kinya,
Zatizibar i guite happy growing clovea and Lother-
ing no one, and waniing to be hothéred by ne dne.
Northern Rhodesia will not auccumh to thn eharma
of General Smnats, - ’ . s

Then from the economlc polnt of view, there is
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{ the amalgamation of services. That

, would he A sotml oconomic c?nsidera-
:‘i::?ubl:::dilfy such a thing were achieved it would
qnickly become 8 political matter too,

Vital Safeguards
it is inevitable, thero are certain safeguards
m}inlt;.g“g mnst demand. On_e of them is egual
representition on any committee t.ha.t may be
formed in connection with the administration of

the amalgamater services. .

- Then thers ia the passibility of making Kenya a
self-governing Colony, In England th're are
gintenmen with vikion, with n strongly doveloped
gonse of jnstice, with compasgion for thmmwho-'ara
aa - yeb inadequately . equipped with edneation,
knowledge and experience to defend themselves
and to. ensnre that their inierests are still fully
guarded; thoso statesmen will insiat on Gn-vernmant
by the Imperial Govarnment of Great Britain, .

"It may feem to many of yon strange that an
appeal for government of this colony by the TImperial
“Qoverhment of Great Britain sbould fall from my
Jipsa, since I advacate dpminion status for India, The
real difTerence lies in the fact that here I am fighting
for those who do not yot know their own birthright,
bnt in 1ndia I oppose (Jovernment from Great Britain.

M1, Naidn then touzched npon what she deacribed
as the everyday problems of life. Bhe intimaled
that she bad nlready soen the Colonial Secretary,
tho Director of Edueation, the Principal Medical
Officer. She had put before them an--appeal for
wiler anil grenter facilities for..the Indian com-
munity. She urged that greater attention should be
puid to Melical relief and edncationsl facilities for
girlaas well as boys. While she had bheen here
ghe.had heard of the appnlling eonditions-in which
a dead Indian woman had been found in a pection
of one of the hospitala. - ' 1

A Louder Voice

The Indiane formed the largest immigrant com-
munjity in EKast Africs, and it was a gross neglect of
duty not to give them adeqnate medical facilities,
that which an encmy QGovernment gives to .jis

risoners of war. Butin snme measure 8 certain

lame was to bo attached to the Indians themselves

for thate They had not voiced suffcently their
neads; 1hey bad not proferred adequately prolonged
ipeistence on these domands. How could they
possibly expect o fulfil thelr duties as co-trustees
without mobilising their force? - To-day it was
their duty to aee that they had adequate facilitiea,
nchools for thelr girla as well as their boys, and
hospitals for their women as well as thelr men.
Unless they were strong and well, they counld not
ho willing and anless they were willing they could
not bring to fruit their d»mands.

“While on the subject of bringing their demands
to frunit, Mrs. Naidn aeked why the Indians of this
country permiited so many deputations to come
from India and take away their money back to their
home. She fully realisrd that she wonld be in
great disfayour by voicing this partienlar gpestion,
mpec!a“y in the Punjab, but, ghe said, do yom not
nded it here? Aro there not a hundred thousand
needs in East Africa to which you would be far
better off if you gave your money?

- The -First Duty

I want you to look npon yourselves as citizens of
this eonntry, said the apeaker. You are ambassadors
of India, r—fﬂre in yoor land, your life. Yonr debt
of hononr h:s to he paid to the Jand which has been
to you o great a fost :r mother; here is the land in
which you must claim yonr common franchise so’ as
to enable you td build up yoar lives an-l yvour ideals,

The npeaker then tonched npon the gnestion of
thoae Indiana who travel on the_pe;

3 .J.IEALR% .
o Shy referred ta.en ingident which abp o
W e ey

the qnestion o
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personally witnessed a few days ago, She had seen
a boat come in on which there were tne or two
cases of small pox. It was necessary for the boat
to go into quarantine and several Indian passengers
who were travelling on deck and who had not
the slightest sugpgestion of small pox sbout them,
were gent all the way back to Zanzibar to the
guarantine siation for twenty-one days. Was it
not poesible to set aside some small patch of land in
or near Mombhasa on which to puat guarantine
passengers rather then send them all the way back
to Zanzibar? - e : c
Mrs. Nzidn said she conld go on from here to a
thonsansl other grievances the Indians had. She
eonld enamerate a volnme of them, bnt it was not
her desira to obscure the main {iesue wiﬂ{ pide
iesues at that time. :

The Main Issue

The main jssue was thé demand for equalily of
statng. She eaid that according to the latest in-
formation there was little chance of the Imperial
Government regarling the fature policy they pro-
porsed to adopt towards East Africa before next
Spring. 1t was more than likely that the Imperial
Government would ask.the Government of India
first for their opinions, and it was egually unlikely
that the Government of India would give any reply
before it had condncted a thorough investigation
of the qmestion. “Yom ecannot do without the
sapport of the Government of India"” said the
speaker. “That and the Indians stand together in
demanding a eommoen franchise”’ Tiew: n

To-day, therp is § Labour Government in power
in England, and it is pledged to..-prinéipies. of
equity. You have also the support of thn leaders
of the Indian National Congress which will meet
in Lahore and reiterate - your demands in- no
faltering terms. P W

L N N

"Non-Co-Operation Error

There are many here, continned the Presjdent,
who think that to strengthen the agitation in favour
of their demands, it would be a wise poliey to
embark upon a programme of non-co-operation.
Speaking as one who is responsible for guiding the
dustiny of this Congress, I wonld ask you in gl
slocerity, if it is really wise tq complete the issme
by such & manceavre? Your demands must be
sapported entirely on their own integrity, There
may come & time sooner or later, and it may be
sooner thau you realise, when not ju a few, but in
your masses, unified, unanimons, you will be called
upon to make the great sacrifice, for the demsands
you are meking. '

That, however, has not come yet. We do not
Imow if the policy of the Imperial Government
will bo wige or reactionary, but we must not give
the least loophole for any to say: ‘‘Lnok, these
people are unreasonable, they have not the strength
of their convictions.” Co e - e

We mnst keep the integrity of our position
unasrailable, o that ibe most- vindictive of our
encmies, the most timid of our friends, will have
no chanca to sy we have not given them a chande.

Mrs.-Naida said ehe would not like a single,
golitary phrase to be used on which tho least mis-
interpretation could be placed by the wiliest. of
their enemien, . - v,

We must stand,” she szid, “so as not to lower
our fl g by oné aingle inch, and if yod .will. do
that, then [ wiill bring you the word from the
Motberland’s wmillions, and from the Motherland’s
OGovernment, that we are with you to a man.”
{Prolonged cheering.) - .

Message Of ”.U.ﬂ“;f |

Tha Gaverament of -Inlin, qontlane | Med, Naida,
i8 earnenty frying to placate Indian opinign % the

PR Y RSN



32

INDIAN OPINION

January 24th, 1930

moment. 1t is probably the first stage towards
securing nnanimity of opinion.

You may be noited in principle, bat divided
in porgonality. You have to face a great iseune;
therefore, you must have unanimous action, yon
‘must sustain unanimous ideals, and if you succeed
in that you will be freed from chaine of bondage.
My message to you is A meseage of unity, of unani-
mous ideas confirmed by vunanmous action. Go
undaunted to the end, te your goal, forget your
personality, forget your creed, your peity class
distinctions, yonr caste differonce. If the worker
in the hazaar, the artisan in the workshop, and the
execalive in the commercial house, will stand to-
gelher, co-operate in a mass on terms of equulily
and friendlinese—if yon will do ull that, I will
promise you that India will help you to the last
man, and that your future and your children’s
futare will be assured. 8o, with the wisdom born
of macrifice, yon will go hand in hand togetiher, in
gratitude for the heritage of your children, just
being heipiul to one another, being maguanimnous
to one another,

And when Young Africa, free, emancipated,
experienced, stands up and lifts his head prondly
enfranchised and says; ‘0, Immigrant, how have
yon gserved me, what bave you done for me, and
what profit have you made out of me while I
yet slept in ignorance?” your answer can come
from your heart and your conscience can be un-
trammelled.

‘Death Of Late V. D. Metha

Mr. Virjee Damodar Metha, father of the Indian
printing industry and for many years & managing
director of the Universal Printing Works, one of

the oldest Indian printing establishmenta in Durban,
" ‘passed away at his residence in Cross Street early
on Snnday morning at the comparatively early

age of 5D.

Deceased who bad apent almost a lifetime in
South Africa, was born in Jambager in the Bombay
Presidency, and first come out to this country with
Mahatma Gandhi and settled down with the latter
at the Phocnix Settlement, the scence of Mr.
Qandhi’s early political career in the Union, and
worked for some years at the “Indian Opinion”
office as a compaositor and proof reader,

Mr. Metha had a most remarkable grasp of Indian
affairs, and his attention to Indian political aclivitiea
in the Motherland was close and constant, and as a
British sunbject he always vechemently opposed
political and economle suppression in any shape
or form.

Like Mahatma Gandhi the deceased was an
apoatle of moderation, and alwaye stood ount for the
great principles of truth, merey and juslice, and
pinned his faith in Mr. Gandbi’s creed of non-
violence, and hia faith in the ls.nghahmnn 8 menae of
fairplay and junstice to Indians in the British
Fmpire was unshakable,

At the cloge of tho Passive Resistanco movement

- in South Africa, decvasad went to India where he
entered into pnrmerehlp with a flonrishing Indian
printing company in Rajkot, bnt his passionato
yearning for South Africs brought him back 1o
Durban during the Great Earopean War, and a few
monthsg after his arrival he esiablished the Bombay
Printing Works in Saville Street,

After carrying on business for nearly 14 yeara he
quite recently entered into porinership wnth the

Unh:e 1 Printing. Works.
Metha Wias b gi!': N notable figute {n the Indian
'-——m*-—“"" s . ‘%}—rr u—._;—-’ ‘
- L garia D{"-'T# Jrepeess
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social world, He was up till the time of his death,
vice-chairman of the Satashtra Iinda Association,
secrotary of the Arvya Katbhiawar Mundal, joint
secrotary of the Bombay DPresidency Association,
secrotary of tho Umueni Crowiloriom Society, and
numerous other eocial, religions and eduacatinnal
institations. He was always of a wvery amiable
disposition and was eager to help those in need
and distress,

The deceased’s morlal remaing were cremnted at
the Umgeni Lagoon on Sonday afternoon. Re-
presontalives of all sections of the Indian com-
munity of Durban followed ihe cortege.

Floral tributes were sent by the Hombay Presi-
dency Association, Kathiwar Arya Mundal, Sarat
Hindu Associntion, Mesers. P. Devshi, A. N.

Goshalia, C, 1. Poonater, J. B. Metha, and M. D,
Modi.

[We ure indebted to the Nalal Mercury for the
above report.—¥d. 1. 0.]

The Late Ebrahim Essop Asmal

It is with deep regret that we have to record the
death of the late Ebrahim Essop Asmal who psssed
away peacefully at his residence, Innes Road, on
Wednesday night. The decensed was Lhe senior
partner in the firm of B, Ebiahim Ismail and Com-
pany of Darban. He was an outstanding fligure in
the Indian commerciul cirele and wass one of the
shrowdest buginess men, The decensed was ailing
for some time and was in conrequence not an
aclive member of the firin. Early this year, how-
ever, the deceased commenced to carry on his
business 88 usual. Although not an active parti-
cipant in Indian politics he was o keen atudent of
Indian affairs and whole-heatedly supported the
Natal Indian Congress. Ho wus of an amiable
disposition and received -averyone that ocalled on
him with joy. In him the Indian community has
lost a'sincore friend, We deeply sympathise with
the relatives of the deceaged,

“A baby or divorce,” is the anawer of Mr. and
Mrs. William Moyer (Philadelphia) to companionate
marriage, birth-control, and “other new-fangled
ideas” of the married siate, The young couple were
married before a magistrate after both had signed an
agreement stating that they were marrying “for the
deliberate purpose of creating a child.” This extra-
ordinary nuptial contraclt, which has been Bled a8 a
public document, declares : “If at the end of two
yeara we have failed in our purpose it will be the
privilege of cither of ua to apply for an absolnte
divorce withont consulting the other.” The bride-
groom, after the ceremony, said the marrisge was
“an experimental union.”

Cane Farm For Sale,

A nice Cane Farm on Umvoti river
with tram line t¢ Mill, about 185 acres.
Approximately 100 acres plant cane to cut
during 1930, should give at least 1750 tons.
Dip on property. Flat land and all arable,
abundance of water.

Easy terms to approved purchaser.
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