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THE LATE MRS. J. J. DOKE

Passive Resistance movement in

South Africa must be acquainted
with the Rev. ]J. J. Doke’s family. For
the part played by that family in the great
struggle was by no means insignificant.
Indeed a few Europeans| s
showed such practical sym-
pathy in the cause of In-
dians during those difficult
days. The very first Christ-
like act of kindness shown
by that family was when
they took Mahatma Gandhi
from a Johannesburg street,
where he was brutally
assaulted by his own coun-
trymen, to their home and

nursed him with such

tender care and devotion

that would have been per-L
haps rare even in an Indian home,
kindness with which all the members of the
family received and entertained the crowds
of Indians who bombarded their home to
inquire about Mahatma Gandhi won for
that noble family the veneration of the
whole community. The Rev. J. ]J. Doke
did not only sympathise with the Indian
community in their struggle but even led

THOSE who know anything about the

The

the struggle when the leaders were flung
into prison by the authorities by taking
over the grave responsibility of editing
Inp1ax OpivioN. And when at the tail end of
the struggle the shocking news was received
of the death under tragic circumstances of
= { the Rev. ]. J. Doke a gloom
was cast over the whole
Indian community. We are
deeply grieved now to break
the news of the very sad and
sudden death of Mrs. J. J.
Doke which took place a
few days ago in Johannes-
burg and we have no doubt
that that too will be re-
ceived by our countrymen
with equally profound regret.
Though the two great souls
have departed from this
world their loving  memory
will ever remain green in

the hearts of the Indian community. We

tender our deepest sympathy to the be-
reaved family and especially to Miss " Olive
Doke, Mrs. Doke’s only daughter, who, as
fate would have it, was absent in Lamba-
land where she is doing mission work, when
the sad death of her mother took place.
May the departed soul rest in eternal peace
is our fervent prayer.

Notes and Ne\;s

ROFOUND regret is felt generaily at the ill-
nees of Sir Kurma V. Reddi, Agent of the
Government of India, which has lasted a

little over two weeks. Much concern was felt
doring the week-end when the illness seemed
suddenly to take a bad turn. The Agent has
been removed to the Sanitarinm since last Monday
and while penning thess lines news is received
of his making seatisfactory progress. The Agent
baa been suffering acute pain in the abdomen
and has had high temperatore which however
seems to have now gone down considerably. Wa
gincerely hope the Agent will have completely
recovered within the next few daye.

Owing to his illoess the Agent was not able to
attend many important functions last week and all
the engagements already made are for the time being
cancelled.

Me. Henderson at the Leapue Council on the
Mauadate Report at Geneva is reported to have gaid
the Government bad oot yet reached a decision on
the Hilton-Yonng report. He assured the Counecil
ihat whatever decision was taken it wounld be com-
muonicated immediately to the Mandates Commission
who would be enabled to consider it and make
observations upon it before it was carried out.

-

Among the matters proposed to be raised at the
Nationalist Party Congress to be held at Pretoria
from Oct, 2 are that each Province should be com-
pelled to pay for the repatriation of Indians who
have to leave such Province; that White labourers
should be uneed on public roads; that drivers'
licences to coloured persons to drive motor vehicles
ghonld be abolighed,
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REWARD OF SELF-HELP

HE second annua! meeting of the

l I Indian Child Welfare Society held in
the Parsee Rustomjee Hall last
Saturday night was a function unique in the
- history of Indians in South Africa. Any
stranger that would have attended the
function would have felt at once that there
was no such thing as an Indian question in
South Africa. Such was the sympathy and
friendly feeling shown by the Europeans
present to the Indian community. The tone
of the speeches made by the Mayor, the
Deputy Mayor, to whom the fact of Indian
women being capable of taking active part
in public life came as a pleasant surprise
and was full of admiration for it, Councillor
Mrs. Benson, ex-Councillor Mrs. Otto

Siedle, Miss McKenzie of the National
Council of Child Welfare of South Africa

was eloquent of an honest desire to help..

Amidst the dark and gloomy clouds, devoid
of all hope, under which Indians are accus-
tomed to live, that was an occasion that
indeed brought a ray of hope and very
naturally inspired Advocate Christopher,
openely and many others inwardly, to give
expression to the feeling that life, after all,
was worth living. It gave the impression
that Europeans were not quite so heartless
as they sometimes appear to be, It also
proved that when an earnest step towards
self-help is taken outside sympathy and
help comes of its own accord. “God helps
those who help themselves” is true in every
sense. Child welfare is the very first step
towards the progress of humanity and the
community owes a deep. debt of gratitude
to Mr. Sastri who has opened our eyes to
the importance of such an institution. If
there is lack of interest on the part of the
community in this movement it only proves
that we do not realise its significance, The
kind sympathy and help of - the European
friends should, however, remove any apathy
that may be existing in us and en-
courage us to take & much livelier interest
in this humanitarian work. :

We may point out here how very grateful
we are to our European friends for their
kind interest in this branch of the activities
of the Indian community and we would like

to impress upon them that they will not find
Indians backward in ackunowledging and
willing to repay even the smallest act of
generosity shown to them by the ruling
race what in this or in any other connection,

Upon our own countrymen we would
urge that the rule that applies to the Child
Welfare Society applies to all other activi-
ties. While we may certainly claim from the
authorities, with all the strength that we can
command, the rights we are entitled to as a
section of the residents of this country we
may not sit with folded arms waiting for
those rights 1o be granted us and do
nothing in the meantime on our own towards
the progress of our brethren idly blaming the
authorities for not doing what they ought to
do. Apart from that lack of the sense of
self-help we are unfortunately lacking in
National pride. We are eloquent enough
in talking about our national honour and
self-respect but in our action we are prov'ng
ourselves to be an utterly backward race.
We may seem to be unusually outspoken
but there is no harm in knowing and
acknowledging our own defects so long as
we are prepared to take steps to remove
them. We have been deeply grieved to
notice in connection with the Sastri College
a growing sectional feeling. The wealthy
members of the community who have
donated liberally towards this institution
seem to think that, after all, it is not their
children who are to benefit by this institu-
tion but the children of the poor, and they
feel that their money has been misplaced.
Would that this feeling is not general. But

. that it is engineered by mischiefmongers

there is no doubt. This sort of feeling
shows the lack of that patriotic spirit that
can only bring Swaraj that India is at
present struggling for. Such people should
not forget that they owe their present pros-
perity to their poorer brethren and the
greatness that God has given them is not
for self-aggrandisement butto utilise it for
the service of the lowly. This is but one
instance we have quoted. It is not unlikely
that the same feeling exists in other matters.
With the developing of the sense of self-
help it is essential that this undesirable
feeling should be eradicated. So long as
we harbour that feeling we cannot be said to
be having any national pride and without
that it is doubtful as to whether we are
justified in claiming the rights that a civi-
lised community is entitled to,
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Indian Child Welfare Society
Second Annual Meeting

Europeans’ Great Interest

The Indian Child Welfare Society, which was
founded in Durban two years ago by Mr..V. S
Srinivasa Sastri, India’s first Agent-General in the
Union, and a band of Indian Jadies and gentlemen
well known in local social cireles, held its second
annval meeting in the Parsee Rustomjee Hall l_ash
Saturday evening, with its president, Mr. Sorabjee
Rustomjee, in the chair,

Among those present were the Mayor and Mayor-
ess, Conncillor and Mrs. A. Lamont, the l_)eputy-
Mayor, Mr. A. L. Clark, Mrs. @. Christopher
(secretary), Mre. W. Simon, B.A., (ex-secretary),
Mrs, J. Lawrence and P. R, Pather {joint treasurers),
Mrs. 8. Moodley, Advocate A. Christopher, Mr, A,
I. Kajee, Mr. Lawrence, the Rev, Henry Cotton,
Councillor Mre. Benson, Mra, Otto Siedle, Miss Mec-
Kenzeie, Mr. B. M. Patel, Mr. Ismail Gora. Mr. and
Mrs. E Thomas, Mr. Meghraj, Mr, T. M. Naicker,
and many others intervested in the activities of the
Society. )

In opening the proceedings Mr. Rostomjee
made brief reference to Sir Kurma Reddi's sudden
indisposition, which he gaid made it impossible for
bim to be present. Mr. Rostomjee then moved a
resolution recording the Indian community’s anxiety
at the Agent-General’s illness, and wishing him a
epeedy recovery. The resolution was seconded by
his Worship the Mayor and carried all standing.

Proceeding, the chairman said that ever since the
inanguration of the Society two years ago it has
been doing admirable work, and the Indian people
owed a debt of gratitnde to its distingnished founder,
Myr. Sastri,

After paying a tribate to all the workers, the
Chairman eunlogised the excellent work accomplished
by Mra. Simon, the Society’s first secretary, who
was about to sail for India with her hasband. In
conclusion he thanked the Mayor and Mayoress
and other European friends who had taken a lively
interest in the work of the Society,

A Successful Year's Work

Mrs. G. Christopher, who succeeds Mrs Simon as
the Society’s secretary, presented her report which
revealed a successful year’s work., She also an-
nounced that the Society was fortunate in securing
the services of Mrs. Fernandez, the frst Indian lady
to gualify as & midwife,

Subsequently Mrs,
financial report.

The Mayor, in moving the adoption of the reports;
congratulated the Society upon the steady progress
that was being made. Referringto the founder's
work in the Union, he gaid that there was a time
when there was a dead wall of aloofness and
indifference, but Mr. Sastri's reasonable arguments
in espousing the Indian cause in South Africda had
brought about a miracolous change of attitude on
the part of the Eurpean community.

Mr. A. L. Kajee in seconding the proposgal for the
adoption of the report dwelt on the nsefalness of
the institation and while thanking the Town
Council for the grant of £20 which was too small
a sum, said that we should depend more on oar own
strength and not rely on help coming from outside.
He paid a tribute to the work of the past secretary
Mrs. Simon and enlogised the ability of the present
aecli'[etaryMMrs. G. Christopher. )

18. Moodley presented a purse of ol
a8 sgilver ink stand Buitably enmvedgtod L?:sd
#imon as & token of the Boalety’s approciation of

Lawrence submitted her

her work as secretary. Mrs Moodley said that Mrsa.
Simon’s departure for India was a distinet logs to
the Indian community of Durban.

Mrs. Simon in replying thanked the Society for
the presentation made to her and wished that the
Society would grow in time to come into an im-
portant institution in the life of the Indian ocom-
munity. She said ehe wounld be going to Banglore
where Mr. Sastri was and would inform him of the
progress of the institution founded by him.

Councillor Mra, Benson, who is closely associated
with child welfare work among Europeans, declared
that children needed the tender care and love of
everybody interested in the progress of humanity.

Referring to the remarks regarding the Town
Council's grant of £20 to the Society, she said that
that amount was rather small, bat the Europeans
had also experienced the same difficulty. The
European Child Welfare Society also had a small
beginning, bot it had expanded ils activities. She
urged the Sociaty to persevere, and congratulated it
upon its good fortune in securing the services of a
fully qualified midwife.

Miss McKenzie, of the National Council of Child
Woelfare of South Africa, apoke eloquently of Mrs,
Simon's excellent worl.

Mrs. Otto Siedle ssid that during her term of
office as a Town Councillor she always did her best
for the Indians, and wonld continune to do so.

Mr. A. Christopher spoke with a feeling of
gratitnde of the very kindly interest shown by
the Eurpean friends in this work of Indians and
said that when one saw that harmony existing
between the two commaunities it indeed made things
more hopefal and life worth living.

Society’s Report

The annual report of the Bociety for the year
ending 31st July,1929 recorded some 857 cases
mostly of minor ailments being attended among
which were several distressing cages.

“Miss Standing who is our part time Health
Vigitor loaned to us by the Durban Corporation,”
the report says, “is in attendance at our centre (137
Victoria Street) every morning from 8-30 am. till
10 a.m. and is doing very good work for oar people
and is really a live wire in our work. We are. sure
with her kelp we can become more and more useful,
She is welcome wherever she goes and is onr Health
Visitor.

“Our grateful thanks are due to the Durban Cor-
poration who gave us a grant of £20, and also for
the;s‘ services of a part time Health Visitor. .

We are affiliated to the Dorban Obkild Welfare
Society and have representation on it. We are glad
of it and the heép we shall get from it,

uropean Helpers

“Miss McKenzie, of the National Council of Child
Welfare of Sonth Africa is keenly interested in our
work and is ever willing and ready to help us not
only with her advice and help buf attends onr
meetings a8 a guide, friend, and fellow worker in
the same cange,

“Dr. McNeill, the officer-in-charge of the Child
Waelfare Department of the Duarban Corparation is
alai? interested in our work.

lk)r. Mildred Clark has been of belp to us in omr
work, i .

“Dr. Cawaton has been in attendance at onr centre
on cases requiring medical advice sind help.”

The report expresses the thanks of all friends who
have helped the Society during the past year.
Among these in addition to the above European
frionds special reference has been made to Mr.
Sastri, Mr. Tyson, Mr. Rao and Sir Kuorma for his

- Practical support and also of the services of the ex-

Secretary Mry. Simon,
The financial statement submitted by Mre, Law-
renoce showad n balance on hazd of £103~-18~3,
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M. K. Gandhi Library And
Parsee Rustomjee Hall

Eighth Anniversary

Thoe eighth anniversary of the above institution
waa celebrated on Sunday, the 8th instant at 3-30
pam. Mr. Omar Hajee Amod Jbaverl presided.
There was a large gathering. Among those present
included the Mayor (the Rev. A. Lamont), Mr, Doull,
(Secretary of the Jerbal and Parsco] Rustomjee Trusts),
Mr. A, H. West and many prominent Indian mer-
chants.

The chairman in his opening remarks said that
the Pargee community on that day were also cele-
brating their new year and he wished them all
happiness and prosperity,

The secretary, Mr. B, M. Patel, then read the
minutes of the previous annual meeting which were
duly adopted.

| Annual Report

The secretary then submitted the eighth annual
report of the Library and Hall Committee for the
year ending 31lst August 1929 which contained the
following :— . )

The attendance of the public at the Library
during the year was 58105 which showed a decrease
of 873 on that of the previous year.

Several distinguished persons visited the Library
during the year among whom were representatives
of the Carnegia Trnet of America, and 8ir Thomas
Holland, President of the British Association of
Bcientists.

There are 5032 books in the Library which in-
clade 2486 English, 1392 QGuojarati, 380 Tamil, 27
Telugu, 538 Hindi and 209 Urdu,

Among the 152 periodicals and newspapers (in-
oluding dailies, weeklies and monthliea) are 79
English, 43 Gujsrati, 17 Hindi, 12 Tamil aod 1
Telugu. These include 23 for the epecial use of
students and children.

A special table has been set aside with papors and
periodicals that would interest teachera,

During the year 6121 bLooks were issued for
reading in the Library which showed a decrease of
2401 on those issued during the previous year.
Thess included English, Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu,
Urdu, Arabic and Hindi.

A sum of £405-18-3 was spent during the year
for the upkeep of the Library which was provided
by the Bai Jerbai Rostomjee Trust.

Eighteen Committee meotinge were held during
the year.

The Hon. Seovetary Mr. B, M, Patel went to
India in January and retarned in July last duoring
which period Mr, Bhapurjee Jivanjee ably ecarried
out the duties of the Secretary,

It was decided during the year that nine prizes
be offered to students of the varions achools in and
aronnd Dorban for highest attendance and good
conduct at the Library from lst Decembor 1928 to
15th August 1929, These prizes were won by
gtudents of three echools only, viz: five from
Carlisle Street School, three from Marine College
and one from St. Anthony's School.

The thanks of the Committee are expressed in
the report to the proprietors of papers in India and
South Africa who have supplied the Library with
free copies of their papers.

The Parsee Rustomjee Hall was used by public
bodies on 108 occasions doring the year for moet-
ings, conferences, lectures and receptions,

Prizes To Students
After the Secretary’s report interesting books

were presented by the Mayor to the following prize
winners i—

1st J. Gabriel, 2nd K. G, Bhatt, 3rd Bhagoo Ram-
jes, 4th M, Gabriel, 5ith Cbhhagan Khushal, 6th N, v,
foni, Tth 8, G, Pather, 8th V. K. Naidoo, 9th M.
Joseph.

The Mayor in the course of his remarks paid a
high tribute to the late Pargee Rustomjeo for pre-
sonting the community with sanch a magnificont and
useful inatitution and wished the institution every
auceess, He referred to the work of Mr. Sastri for
the uplift of tho community and of his snccessor
Sir Karma Reddi who he deeply regretted was very
ill bnt wished him speedy recovery.

Advocate A. Christopher paid a high tribute to
the progress of the Library but regretted that na.
thing was done to make the Library a lending
library.

Pandit Bhawani Dayal apnke in enlogistic terms
of the donor of the Library and the usefulnesa of
that institution and supported the previcus speaker’s
remark that booka shonld be lent out.

Among {he other speakers were Mecssrs, P. R,
Pather, M, B. Naik, Rooknoodeen, A. H. Kazee,
Ismail Gora and others,

Mr. William Doull aa Sccretary of the Trust ex-
plained that it was not in the hands of the Trust to
make the library a lending library but there was a
Committee composed of the public which conducted
the work of the library and shonld that Qommittee
deem it advieable to make it a lending library and
should it report likewise to the Trust the latter would
giva it its favourable copsideration,

Mr. A. H. West as one of the Trustees as well as
vice-chairman of the Library Comnmittee explained the
difficnlties in making the library a lending library.
The Truat, he eaid, had many other responsibilitiea
besides condncting the library and the lihrary was
not yet a complete roference library. The upkeep
of it cost at present a little over £400 but if it wery
made into a lending library it would cost more than
even doubls that amonnt and besides there wonld
be the risk of losing the most valuable books. The
Committee could not therofore sce its way just as
yot to taking up this additional burden.

Bouquets were presented by tho chairman to Mr.
Doull in appreciation of his valoable services as
Secretary to the Trusts and to Mr. PPatel for his
selflers work in the interests of the library and a
bouquet was also pregented to the Mayor.

The funclion terminated with a vote of thanks (0
to the chair.

— S—

Restrictions On Ali Brothers

A meeting of the South African Indian Congresa
Executive was held during the week-end in Durban.
Mr. Albert Christopher presided, and the following
were present :—Messrs, B, R. Naidoo, A. I, Kajee,
M. A. Motala, S, Rustomjce {(Natal); 1&. M. Mali,
P. K. Desai, 8, B. Medh (Tranesvaal); M. D. Barma-
nia (Cape), The following resolution was adopted :
* Phe Sonth African Indian Congress Exeoutive, as
represontiog the Indian community of Hoath Africa,
deeply deplores the humiliming conditions impoaed
by the Union Government upon the visit of the Ali
Brothers to the Union of Soath Africa and heroby
roquesis tho Agent of tho Government of India, Sir
Kuarma Reddi, to tuke all necessary steps for the re-
moval of all conditions.”

Maulana Shaukat Ali’s Plans

Manlana Shaunkat Ali has received intimation that
Sir Karma Reddi, the Indian Governmont Agont in
the Union, has been requested by his Government to
open negoliations with the Union Governmont for
authority to allow the Ali Brothers to loor the Union
for eight weelks unrestrictedly, If this is grunted,
Monlana Shaukat Ali says he will not wait for his
brother, and if not granted be will approach the
Mozambique Government for permission to hold a
conference hore of Islum dolegates from the Unicn.
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Mr. Ismail Gora Exp!ain's'

In the course of a letter addrcssed to the Nalal
Mercury Mr. Ismail Gora, president of the Apjuman
Islam paya :—

** From recent telegrams published in your news-
paper concerning the application of the Ali Brothers
to visit the Union, and the statement that the ‘Sonth
African Moslem Congress’ will be held in YLourezo
Marques in the event of Shaukat Al refosing to
enter the Union under the conditions laid down by
the Department of the Interior, may I be allowed to
eay that there is no sach organisation as the ‘South
African Moslem Congress,’

" The Sonth African Indian Congress is an official

body which has been recognised by the Governments

of the Union of Sonth Africa and of India and by
the late Agent of the Government of India, Mr.
Sastri, and by the present Agent, Sir Kurma Reddi,
and gll matters of importanece concerning Indians
mpon which representations have to be made to the
authorities are considered and snbmitted by the
Sounth African Indian Congress.

*The Indians in South Africa have avery confi-
dence in the Government of the Union of South
Africa and in the Agent of the Government of India
in their dealings with the official representations of
the Indian communiiy through the South African
Indian Congress, and you can be well assared that
in view of the excellent work initiated by Mr. Sastri,
and which is being continued by Sir Kurma, no
aclion will be taker by the South African Indian
Congrees which will in any way harm that work or
disturb the very excellent relationships which exist
between the Indian community and the Government
of the Union of South Africa,

" While we regret that the Government of the
Union of South Africa has not seen its way clear to
grant to the Ali Brothers the courtesy of a temporary
visit to the Union untramelled by conditions, yet, at
the same time, we leave the matter entirely in the
bands of the Government of the Union, in c0-opera-
tion with the Agent of the Government of India,
Sir Kurma Reddi.”

A Nonagenarian’s Letter To
Mr. Gandhij

Mahatma Gandhi pablishes the following interest-
ing leiter received by him in Young Indig :—

]?ear Mr. Gandhi,~I'm afraid we shall never
quite agree on what is the best way of securing
peace in Ipdia, bat thers is one remurk in your
¢esay on a complex problem’ with which I do agreo
most cordially and that is where you speak of the
difficolty even youn find in expressing your funda-
mental eenlimenis, That ig oxactly my experience
of langua_ge. It is g0 difficalt to g2y anything that
18 not misunderstood. 1 am therefore inclined to
confine myuelf to saying where I differ from some
oflyon;d stalements,

nstead of ‘exploited’ in one passage, I shonld ga
wo_nderfnlly developed,’ and I wonld cite .you{'
éminent conntryman, Sir T, Madhava Rao a8 a wit-
ltae;as (Cf. p. 11, Truths about India already referred
o},

You scorn my ides that we British are ‘trusteeg’
for Indiz as a whole, but you don’t say whether yon
could form a government to ‘carry on’ as a- self-
Boverning Colony like Canada or even South Africa;
anfl for my part I cannot 820 any chance of yonr
being able to keep the beace internally, much less
defend yourselves against external attack, withoat a
mng backing of some great power, ’ .

sesatiidd [TTOPTe

Soiiinend

sans til

Faddin Y0k

This idea of trusteeship is the fnndamental.basis
of the Leagnme of Nations with its system of man-
dates,’ and as far as I can see, the League of Nations
offera us the only chance of international peace. It
is not till the nations of the world can trust each
other that we can get rid of war; and even if all the
nations learn to feel secure from external attack
they all still need a police force to control the
criminal olasses if any.

We sncceeded in putting down Thuggee, but we
haven’t got rid of dacoits yet, though travelling is
certainly safer than it nsed to be; and with a nteaﬁy
well-organised government and good-will with
honesty—co-operation, not ‘non-co-operation’ which
is only rebellion under another name—we might
easily reduce crime to manageable proportions,

I like your idea of a ‘gentlemanly’ understanding
with Great Britain very much—I only wisk I could
8ee more prospect of it on either side just now. I
have never met any intelligent Englishman who
could say that any English government was perfoct,
but you do not often give it credit for being
tolerably honest aceording to its lights, snd as you
dab it ‘satanio,’ there is not much chance of a
‘gentlemanly’ settlement, unless you consider Satan
a much maligred potentate and sympathise with bis
‘sorrows’ as Marie Corelli did, or Jike the Scotch
minister who finished by praying for ‘the puir deil.”

I have just seen the following sentence in the
Hibbert Journal for April, page 451, “The League
of Nations iz a Society of States which, without
surrender of their autonomies, purpose to exercise
their independence for the common good.”

Couldn’t you make a ‘United States of India’ on
those lines ? Even then you must have a supreme
government with power to keep the peace and de-
fend the country until the milleniom we all look
forward to eventually sets in.

Tam inclined to agree with you that the desire for
filthy luere by means of trade, competition instead
of eo-operation, is one of the chief canses of war.

Lastly, I should like to add, with all respect to a
man with much gréater knowledge of law than I
can pretend to, that it is the Hindu Law of inheri-
tance that i8 primarily responsible for the ‘fragmen-
tation of holdings’ we all deplore, It is not ag all
the so-called ignorance of the ryot; for purely
agricultural land in the world produces more
(thanks to the perfect irrigation) than the Tantra.
paru Valley in Tinnevelly where I spent 9 (on the
whole) very happy years, Yet in 1820 that land
had little valne owing to the disturbed Btate of the
country, and 18 years ago, when I saw it again, some
of it was selling for 3,000 rupees an acre and paying
6 or 7/ at that price, thanks to Pax Britannica ? It
is only you Hindus who can alter the Hindu Law,
if it wants altering, Tt cannot be altered by force
a8 Mr. Minnay seems to snggest in his, little book
Shiva or the Future of India, :

Yours very gincerely,
- . J. B, PENNINGTON,

L. 8. private; Younare quite at liberty to publish
thig, if yon like, I can hardly hope to write again
having been born in 1839. :

‘British Trustees’

Mahatma Gandhi replies to the above as follows
under the above heading ;:— ’

It is a real pleasure to give elsewhere- Mr., Pen.
nington’s letter, Mr. Pennington is now a nonage-
narian bat his faith in himself and the nation he
represents is as green as ever. I wish that we could
have the same faith in ourselves and the nation we
are humbly striving to represent. Mr. Pennington’s
Postscript is marked ‘private’ but there need be no
privacy about it. I have printed it as it ‘does credit

“Sbadisd

desssnsrsa

BaAbaads
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RiSrpiryion
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to him. The reader will join me in wishing him
many more years of life upon this tiny globe,

To come to the subject-matter of my correspon-
dent's letter, I must confesa that he does not con-
vince me, There would be no guarrel with him or
the English administrators if they were real trustees.
Mr. Pennington’s honesty is beyond question. DBut
gurely he is labouring nnder self-deception. Some
of the highest men in the British cabinet have
frankly repudiated the doctrine of truet and ¢nun-
ciated for our benefit and the knowledge of the
world the doctrine of the aword. ‘By the sword we
have seized India, by the sword we propose to keep
it The sword here means obviounsly gunpowder
and all the tricks of diplomacy that accompany that
substance. It was therefore the naked truth which
was uttered when the doctrine of the sword was
enunciated.

Nor need Mr. Pennington and those who think

with him be reminded that a tenst {8 alwaya bur-
den, a responsibility. DBut the British people have
used their possession of India predominantly if not
exclusively for their benefit. In their own words,
they have exploited the country and ite people, In
the late Lord Salisbury’s words they have bled
India. Surely when a trostee discharges his trust,
the ward feels its good effect and grows under ils
protection, But India's statesmen from Golkhale
downward have testified that ocur growth has been
gianted. :
* Pax Britannica I8 an overworked horse- ont of
which no work is to be had now. Nobody is de-
celved by it. What we want is Pax Indica. And
if we have to wade throngh a gea of blaod before
we reach it, the sooner we can do so, the botter.
We do not want a superimposed pestilential peace
that smothers us, we want an inward oxodising
peace that will make us bealthy and strong.

Mpr. Pennington reminds vs of the mandates, that
enphemism for nsrpation for the purpose of ex-
ploitation, Let him ask the mandated nationes how
much they appreciate the mandates. Hypocrisy and
camonflage are among the carses of modern timesn,
But sweet words bmtter no parsnips. They have
ceased to deceive the people concerned. That well-
intentioned people can still be* hoodwinked into
believing in worn oot beliefa and shibboleths is a
great pity. Thelr nsefulness for servica is curtailad

by unfortunate self-deceptions under which estim- °

able men like Mr, Pennington labour,

The Story of hlfy Experiments
‘ With Truth

(Br M, K. Gumm-]
Part V, Chapter XXVIII,

Near Deate's Door

I nearly ruined my constitation daring the recruiting
campaign. In those daya my food principnlly consisted
of %onndnut batter and lemons. I koew that the batter
oconld be easily over-caten to the detriment of one's Lealth
and yet I allowed myeelf to over-eat it. This gave me
a slight attack of dysentery. I did not take serious
notice of this and went that evening to the Ashram as
was my wont every now and then. I scarcely took any
medicine in those days, 1 thought I should get weli if
I skipped a meal and indeed I felt fairly free from trouble
a1 | omitted . the morning meal next day, 1 however
Jmew that to be entirely free I must prolong my fast,
and if I most eat anything at all, I shonld bave wothing
bat froit juices,

There was some featival that day, and although I had
told Kastorbai that I should have nothing for my midday
meal, she tempted me and I succumbed. As 1 was
noder a vow of taking no milk or milk products, she

had specially prepared for me o sweet wheaten porridge
with oil added to it instead of ghes. Sbe bad reserved
too a bowlfol of mung for me. [ was fond of these
things and I readily took them hoping that without
coming to grief I should eat just enoogh to please
Kasturbai and to satisfy my palate, But the devil bnd
been only waiting for an opportunity, Inscad of
eating very little, I had my fiil of the meal. This was
enough invitation to the angel of death, Withip an
hour, the dysentery appeared in acute form.

The same evening 1 had to go back to Nadiad, I
walked with very great diffienlty to the Sabarmati station,
8 distance of only ten farlongs, 8jt. Vallubhbhai who
joined me at Ahmedabad saw that [ was uawell bot 1
did not allow him to guesy how unbearable the pain was.

We reached Nadiad at about ten o'clovk. The Hindu
Anathashram, where we hud onr head-quarters, was .
only haif a mile from the station; but it was a3 good as
ten for me, I somehow maaoged to reach the quarters,
but the griping pain had been Jn Lhe increase.  Instead
of using tbe vsual latrine which wis & long way off, |
asked for a commode to be placed in the adjoining room,
I was ashamed to have to ack for this, but there was no
escape. Sjt. Phulchand immediately procured a comm )de.
All the friends surrounded me deeply concerncd. They
were all love attention, bat $hey could mot relieve my
pain. And my obstinacy alded to their belplessness,
I refosed ell medical aid. T wonld take no medicine,
but preferred to suffer the penaity for my fully. So they
looked on in belpless dismay, T must hnve had thirty
to forty motions in tweaty fonr bours. I fasted not
taking even fruit juices in the beginning. The appetite
had all gone. I had thought ell aloug that I had an
iron frame but found that body had nos become a lump
of clay, It had lost all power «f resistance, Dr. Kannga
came and pleaded with mo to take modicine, 1 declined,
He offered to give me an injection. [ deolined that too. |
My ignorance about injectiors was in those days quite
ridionlons, I believed tbat an injection must be eome
kind of serum, Later, I discoverd that the injection
that the dootor suggested was a vogetable substance, but
the discovery was too late Lo be of use. The notious
utill continued leaving me completely exbanmsted, The
exhaostion brooght on n dcliviens fever, The friends
got more nervous and called in more dectors, But what
could they do with a pativnt who would not lisk n Lo them.

Sheth Ambalal with bLis good wife came down to
Nadiad, conferred with my co-wotkers and removed me
with the greatest care to his Mirmipur bungalow in
Abmedabad, It was impreaible for any one to reeeive
more loviog and eelflves service than { {lﬂd the privilege
of having during this illnees. But o soit of Tow fever
peraisted wearlog away my body from duy to day, 1 felt
that the illness was bound to be prolonged and possibly
fatal. dorrounded as I waa with all the love and attention
that oould be showered on me under Sheth Ambalal's
roof, I began to get restless and arged b'm to remove
me to the Ashram., He had to yield to my importunity.

Whilst I was thus tossing on the bed of pain in the
Asbram, 8jt. Vallabbbbai brought tbe news that Germany
bad been completely dafeated, and that the Commissioner
had eent word that recruiting was no lunger necessary,
The pews that 1 had nro more to worry mys about
recruiting came as & great relief,

I bad now been trying hydropathy which gave rome
relief, but it wes a Lard job to build up the body. The
many medical advigers overwhelmed me with ndvice, bat
I conld Bot persuade myself to take rnything. Two
or three sugpested meat broth as a way ont of the milk
vow and cited anthorities from Ayurveda in rupport of
their advice, Oae of tuem strongly recommended
eges.  But for all of them I lud but one answer—no.

For me the question of diet was nob oune to be diter- -
mined on the autbority of the Shasiras, It waa inter-
woven with my course of life which ia guided by principles
o longer depending upon out:ide authority. I had no
degire to live at the corb of them. How conld T relingnish
a priaciple in respect of mywclf when I had enforced ib_
relentlessly in respect of ny wife, childten and friends?
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This protracted, and the firet long illness in my life
thus afforded me a unigne opportunity to examine my
principies and to test them., (uae pnight I gave myself
up to despair. 1 felt that I was at death’s door. I sent
word to Anasuyaben. She ran down to the Ashram.
Vallabhbbei come op with Dr. Kanoga who felt my pulse
and eaid, “Yoor pulse is quite good. I eee ahsolutely
no danger. Thir i3 a nervous bresk.down dune to extreme
weakpess”  Bat Ihwas far from being reassured, I
paased the night without sleep,

The morning broke wiihont death coming. But I
could not get rid of the fecling that the end was near
and go I began to devote all my wakiog hours to listen-
ing to the Gita being read to me by the inmates of the
Ashram, 1 was incapable of reading. I was bardly
inclined to talk, The elightest talk ment a strain on
the brain. All interest in living bad censed, as I bave
never liked to live for the sake of llving. 1t was soch
agony to live thos helplessly on, doing nothing, receiving
the service of friends and co-workers aud watchiog the
bedr slowly wearing away,

Whilst I lay thos ever expeetant of death, Dr, Tal-
walkar came one day with & strange creature.. He i a
Mgaharoshtri. He is not knowa to fawme, bus the
moment I saw him T found that he waa a crank like
-myeelf. He had come to try big trestment on we. He
bad almest finiched his course of stadies in the Grant
Medical Colicge without® taking the degree  Later, I
came to know that he was & member of the Brahmo
Samaj. Sjr. Kelkar, for that is his pame, ia a man of
ao independent snd obstivale temperément. He swears
by the ice treatment which be wanted to try on me, We
gave him the pame of ‘Icc Doctor.” He is quite con-
fident that he has discovered certain things which have
escajed qunlified doctors It is o pity bouh for him and
me that he has not heen able to infect me with his faith
in his system. I believe in his system up to a cerain
poiat, bat I am afroid he has been hasty in arriving at
certain conclasions. g

Bnt whatever may be the merits of his discoveries, I
allowed him to exp:rimeot on my body. I did not mind
external treatment, The treatmeat cohsisted in the
application of ice all over the body Whilst [ am
unable to endorse the effect, be claime, his treatment
had on me, it certainly infosed in me 2 new hope aund
8 new energy, and the wind natarally reacted on the
boly. I begaa o have an anpstite and to have a gentle
walk for five {0 ten minu'es. Ile now enggested a
teform in my diet. Said be: “I assare you that you
will bave more energy, and rezeic your strength quicker
if you take raw-egge. Ezgs are es harmless as milk,
They certaiuly cannot come nader the category of meat,
And do you know that all eggs are nob fertilised? "Thers
are sterilised g4 on the market.” I was not, however,
prepared to taks even the sterilised egge, Bat the
improvement was enough to interest me in public activi-ies.

Obituary

Victor Rowley

Oa Wednesday, 28th August, 1929, there passed awa:
piominent figure in the district’ol? Ur;ugeni, 13 the pem’n :fv:lg

late Victor Rowley, 2 pensioner, formerley Headmaster of the

Umgeni Government Indian School,
2 Hel \Eu“bom ?_t ﬁos Belle, Mauritius and was educated at the
oyal Colle re of that country.  Ie vecejved h' ini
t::;cher al the School at Curi yeﬁe. * fruiniog as 2
Te first arrived in this Province in July, 1880, and was engaged
ws a clerk in the Nafal Government Rui'wavs an: oed
|hntfpo:iuon up till 1853 % and remained n
After touring various parts of Natal he was a ointed
Headmaster of the Ottawa Mission School jn :ssgpand wa:s (;l!::
of the pioneer teachtrs  This school was the» under Rev, Scott
Superintendent of the Indian M'ssion. [n 1888 he received an
appointment as the Headmaster of the Umgeni lmmié:alion
Board School, which was then known by that name. This
schuol was subscquently sivled as the Umgeni G avernment
Indian School. He remained in the cepacity of Headmaster
uptil his rotirement in the yeas 1916, after 4 service of 27 yenrs

and received a splendid testimony from the Deparlment of Edu-
cation of this Province. He was responsible for the selection of
the site on which the present school is erccigd. He was 7o
years of age at the time of his death, of which 40 years was
spent in the village of Umgeni, He had had extensive travelling.
He visited Bombay, London, France and America.

During the last influenza cpidemic, he was the chairman of the
local committee, granting relief to the sufferers.

His favourite pastime was riding and shaoting. He was un.
assuming in character and was an idea! teacher, taking an
abiding interest in the pupils. He was a well-known figure all
over the Province. The very large funeral bore testimony of the
respect and esteem in which he was held, He leaves a widow,
two sons, a daughier and a number of grand-children. He was
interred in the Wesleyan Cemetery, West Street.  Prior o the
burisl, a service was held at the Lome Street Church, officiated
by Rev. J. Metcall, The children of the Umgeni Government
Indian School paid their last tribute by following the cortege in
procession up to the Connaught Bridge.

A very large number of floral tributes were received including
the following :— .

His loving wife Hannah, sons Israel and Jane, Alpheus and -
Flo, Daughter Theodora and Ralph, Grandchildren Doreen,
Cecil, Basil, Theophilus, Noel; Mr.' and Mrs. Smerdoa, Mr, and
Mrs, K, Paul (Maritzburg), Mr. Lutchman Singh (Umblali),
Mrs. S. Godfrey and daughters, Mr, and Mrs, Frank and family,
Hoover family, Mr. and Mrs, T. M, Naicker, Mr. and Mrs E,
G. Goodwin, Old Boys and Girls (pupils of the deceased)
Umgeni Government Indian School, Headmaster, Staff and
pupils Umgeni Government Indian School, Natal Indian
Teachers’ Society, Headmaster, staff and pupils, Mitchel Cres-
cent Government ladian School, Headmaster and staff Depot
Road Govemnumrent Indian School, Mr. and Mrs. Tumer, M.
Marwick, Mr. and Mr. J. S. Joshua, Mr. and Mrs. "M. Singh,
Mr. and Mrs. W, Choonoo, Mr. and Mrs. J. Singh, Thatia Bros,
Mr. and Mrs. Satyanathan; Mr. and «urs. Mahomed Hoosein,
Mv. and Mrs. Maduraimuthu Peter, Mr. and Mrs. R. David;
Mr. and Mrs. A, M. Naidoo (Springheld), Mr. and M. E.
Ferdinnd, Mr. and Mrs, K. K. Pillay, Mr. and Mrs. K. P,
Peter, Mr. and Mrs. Moodaliyar, Mr. snd Mrs. Soobizh
Moodaliyar, Mr. and Mrs. McGregor, Mr, and Mrs, B. Naidoo,
Mr. and Mrs, R. K. Naidoo, Mr. and Mrs. McKay, I, S. Khan
Bros., Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Padayachy, Mr. ‘and M V.
Vandyar, Mr. aud M. Choonye, Mr, Ebrahim Hasssim, Mr.
and Mrs. 5. Frank, Mr, and Mrs. R. Singh, Messrs, Beekari
Bros , Messts. R, Soorjoo Bros.,, Mz, Beheman, Mr. and Mrs.
B. T. Singh, Mr, Ismail. .

Union Thrift Society (Pty) Ltd.

The Union Thrift Society (Pty.), Ltl, of 41-44
Saner’s Buildinge, reports having now 900 snb-
seribers whilst aboat the seame nomber of proposals
from intending sabscribers bave been declined.
This result is phenomenal in view of the fact that
this Society was only established 3 montha ago and
that it does not employ any canvassers but is en-
tirely dependent for results npon regular and cons
sistent newspaper advertising by way of “smalls.”
Buoh achievement is a great tribate to newspaper
advertising and abundantly demonetrates-that when
an advertiser has anything good to sell the news-
DPaper is his best salesman,

The Society aims at the encouragement of THRIFT
which unfortunately iz not sufficiently appreciated
and valued in- this country. A subseribar pays
13/~ quarterly for 13 years 10 2/3rd months and at
the end of the 15th year or 1 year 1—1/3rd months
after he has paid his final subseription receives back
£50, plus interest at 5% per annum. '

Bubseribers, on their sole personal security, are
entitled to borrow ressonable amduunts from the
Society which grants loans on the 15:h_of each
month at 747 per anuum calcnlated on the reduacible
balance and repayable in 25 équal monthly instal-
ments. A subscriber who receives one of these
monthly loans then ceases to subseribe and the total

- subscriptions paid i by him are credited to the re-

payment of the loan and he only repays the balance.

A well organised scheme in the shape of a
Guarantee Fand exists for the protection of gab-
seribers. :

Tho Directors of the Society are Messrs., J,
Gous, B.A., LL B., Robert Todd, J. H. A Mathe“Ir:;
and J. 8. Graham Cross with L. Luyt and P. J.
Bom_aaeau a8 Managing Director and Secretary res-
pectively.
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