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NOTES AND NEWS

--?i%'s-

India dated May 2, a letter received by him

from the Secretaries of the South African
Indian Congress asking for information as to what
the Government of India are doing to help the
Indians repatriated under the Assisted Emigration
Scheme. In a foot note Mahatma Gandhi writes :—
“1 refrain from offering any comment at the present
moment. But I shall await some statement from
the authorities. There is no doubt that if these
repatriates are to be received, they must be specially
cared for. India to most of them is like a foreign
land.”

MAHATMA GANDHI publishes in FYoung

The Nalal Provincial Gazelle dated May 22 contains
the following notice :—

The Administrator, with the advice of the Execn-
tive Committes, bas been pleased to approve the
cancellation of Regulation No. 130, Chapter 1., of
Provincial Notice No. 193, 1918 (Regalations for the
Conduct of Government Schools), and the eubstitu-
tion therefor of the following :— :

50. If the authorship of anonymous news-
paper articles on official or political topics
should be brought home to auny. teacher, or if,
in articles bearing his signature, he should dis-
cuss any political snbject or the measnres of the
Government or the official proceedinpa of its
officers, or if he actively associates himself in
the work of any political party or organisation
or permits his name to be used in connection
with any activity therewith, he will be liable to
snmmary dismissal.

The only test which Indians ean apply to the re-
commendations of the Hilton-Yoang Commission is
whether it ameliorates the condition and status of
Indiaus there. The answer to this question, saya the
Mahratla, is an emphatic negative. And nothing
better was expected in the sitmation of Whiteman-
ism in East Africa, “Though a federation of all the
East African provinces is not immediately contem-
plated in the report, the appointment of Governor-
General for East Africa to act as a personal link be-
tween the Secretary of State and the various local
Governments may, by the efforts of White colonists,
eagily develop and expand into a federation. And
then, as in South Africa, Indiang will be entirely
entrusted to the tender mercies of the White settlers.
There.is to be a progressive reduction of official
members in the Kenya Council, go that, ultimately,
when there is an unbreakable non-official majority
~—which meana the majority of the Whites—Indians
can be reduced to any degrading position and sgb-
jected to any laws as in Transvaal and other South
Afn_eqn_ Provinces. Aguin, if franchise on the basig
of civiligation is fixed by the High Commicsioner,
the Indian electoral roll will be almost nuollified.
The Commirsioners admit that, inasmuch as the pro-
gress of the territory must depend npon co-opera-
tion between the races, the ideal to be aimed at is a
¢ommon roll on equal franchise with no determin.

ation between races. But the Commissioners did
not recommend any definits schemes, obviomsly for
fear of the Whites who want to maintain }hair do-
minance. In South Africa, we have the ‘standard
of living’ qualification: and in East Africa, wa haye
the “civilization’ qualification for vote. Both are, in
effect, one and the same thing. Indians. Emd the
Government of India have got to be very vigilant as
to the further development of the situation in South
Africa and in East Africa.”

-

The hon. secretary of the Bethal Indian Associa-
tion writes:—

A general meeting of the Bethal Indian Associa-
tion was held on the 8th instant at the residenca of
Mr. R. 8. Mistry to discuss the question of education.
It was decided to make representations to the Gov-
ernment for granting a school for Indian children in
this town. A temporary election took place and the
following office b-arers were elected:—Mr. M. D.
Pahed chairman, Mr. T. P. Kander secretary. and a
committee consisting of Messrs. R. Mistry, H. I. H.
Alli, T. A. Gani, V. N. Freddie, R, Kalan, I. D. Coo-
vadia, T. E. Williams, H. M. A. Dindar, B. Lalla,
and A. E. Jassat. Among those present at the meet-
ing were Messrs, M. D, Pabad, T. P. Kander, V. W.
Freddie, B, ILalla, 0. Herman, A. E. Jassat, A. D.
Pahad, V. Percy, B. Dagia, D E. Jassat, D. Lall,
H. I H. Allj, R. Kalan, D. Roop, E. 8. Cajes, B.
Chana, J. A, Gani, E, A, Coovadia, Cassim Mohamer,
A. K. Dawood, R. C. Misiry, E. A. Koiwal, K.
Mistry, M. A. Nadie, J. E. Williams, B. Jewan,
8. Govan, A. Dinat, Moosa Manjara, Makan Morar,
Bhana Lala, H. M. A, Dindar, 8. A, Dindar, Kader
Mia, B. Shaik of Darban, and M. Gabru of Johannes-
burg. The chairman thanked the meeting for elect-
ing him to the chair and sa3id he wonld do his best
to serve them during his period of office. The
secretary, Mr. R. C. Mistry and Mr. V. N. Freddie
spoke on the value of education. The meeting
terminated with 2 vote of thanks to the chair.

A Royal Commission, under the chairmanship of
Mr. Whitley, ex-Speaker of the House of Commons,
has been appointed to inqnire into and report on the
existing conditions of labour in industrial under-
takings and plantations in British India, and the
health, efficiency, and standard of living of the
workers. The eommission consists of twelve mem-
bers, including Mr. Srinivasa Sastri and one woman,\
Mrs. Beryl Power, of the Ministry of Labour, :

The-publication of the reports of the Simon Com-
misgion and the Indian Committees i3 expected
about the end of the year and the Viceroy has de-
cided to extend sine di¢ the life of the present Indian
Legislative Assembly.

E_arl of Birkenhead formerly Secretary of State for
India, has announced hig early abandonment of his
pension of £3,000, :
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THE WAY TO UNITY

N his address at Maritzburg Sir Kurma

ﬂ * touched upon the question of unity

and contradicted some misstatements.
With a view to bringing all parties into the
Congress he advised "that a few leaders
should meet in private,” at first socially, so
that friendly relations might be created, and
then at other meetings they ‘might discuss,
each other's proposals without him. If #t
the end there was any difficult point to
be settled, Sir Kurma should be glad to
render his services. oAfter all, it is the
Congress that has accepted and supported
the Capetown Agreement,” said Sir Kurma,
“qhich { am here in South Africa to carry
out to the best of my ability. " 1 do not say
that the Congress is perfect; but those who
are dissatisfied with it will do best if they
try to reform it from within” " - '

A suggestion has been thrown out, since,
by the opponents of the Congress that the
officials of all the bodies  including the
South” African Indian Congress should
resign en block and offer themselves for
re-election aiid thereafter create an entirely
new Indian political organisation to super-
séde the existing ones, and thus bring abolt
gﬁé"mﬁcb désired unity among the various
sections of the Tndian community. ™ '
** This is quite confrary 10 the suggestion
made by Sir Kurma: Lo

" The ‘question is, is there really disunity?
Thete are malcontents and mischief-mongers
in every community and o ar2 thére in‘our
community. They existed when ‘Mahatma
Gandhi’ was leading the ‘community in this
countfy and when it was nof possible for
even " him to a‘ﬁpease'tt_ier'ﬁ"’it would be
indeed léss possible for any one else to do
so. They are best left alone. '

Sir Kurma, the Agent of the Government
of India, is here as a result of the Capétown
Agreeihent which was arrived at “after a

_round-table discussion between the repre-
sentatives of the¢ 'Indian and the Uiiion
Goverhrients in the "best interests of the
'[ndian "community. The Congress as re-
presenting the “community has’ accepted it
as such and is bound 10 give it a trial. The
Agent of 1he Government of 'India is
to'see to the proper working of the Agree-
ment. He cannot go beyond the Agree-
ment. To him, therefore, those who are
with the Agreement should be with him
and those “against 'shotild be against him,
ke cannot afford to argue with them.

The community is certainly not fully
satished with the Agreement, nor are we
for that matter. But it is not possible to
reach the moon however much we may seck
to do so. We have got what was best in the
circumstances and we have to attempt 10
make the best of it until it is found to be
totally a failure; and then we may reject it
It is with this view that the Congress has
accepted the Agreement and it is with this
view that the Agent is with us in this
country. The Agreement has not yet been
found wholly unworkable. However slow
the progress may be there has been at least
some progress. In the matter of education

Natal is better off than it ever was, which
is a result of the Agreement, There is

required an honest attempt on both sides
to fulfil the terms of the Agreement. If we
are not honest on our side we may not
expect the Government to be honest on
their's, It is the duty of the community at
least for the present to try and assist in the
working of the Agreement, and when the
time comes to denounce it and reject it the
Congress will not 'be found wanting. 1f
it does the community will then have the
right to disown it. .

We have deviated from the point a little
in order to come 1o the point. |

" The way to unity is, therefore, not to ask
the Congiess which “"has been working all
along in the right direction to sink its
identity. The correct way is for all those
who have wrongfully = created mushroom
bodies to abolish such bodies and join
the Congress and then fight as much
as they liked within for their rights, and
if their cause is right they are bound to win.
This is the advice of Sir Kurma and it will
be in the interests of the community for
those concerned to follow it. ;

A ———— A —

Words of the Wise

—A man should never be ashamed lo own

that he has been tn the wrong, which is

but saying, in olher words, that he is wiser

to-day than he was yesterday.—POrE:
. s 8 -

—Halred and strife will not arise belween
‘ two wise men:

—Nor will a wise man contend with a
' ' Jool.

—If a fool, through brutal ignovance, says
a hard thing,

A wise man wins his heart with gentle-
- ' mess.

—SaDr's GULISTAN.
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Sir Kurma Reddi In Ma_ritzburg

Hearty Welcome By Europeans And
' Indians

Sir Kurma V. Relddi, A<¢vut of the Government of
India, was accorded a welcomeo reception at the Cily
Hall, by the Natal Indian Cobgress, Maritzburg
Branch, last Saturday evening, The hall waa fall
and Lhe audience incladed a large 'number of Euro-

s-’ i . » . . ., -
pe;‘?:e Mayor, Mr. D. C. Dick, who presided, in
welcoming the new Agent to Muritzbarg said he
wad reminded of the oceusion, two years ago, when
they had gather:d in the sama hall {o exten:d 8 wel-
come to Mr. Sastri, who Lad endeared himself
to all seclions of the community with whom he
came in contact.. Sir Kurma bad a hard task, for he
was following a very succrssful man. He ‘hoped
that the vew Agentl-General wonld deal as mnoderate-
ly with the Indian guestion as Mr. Ssstri had done.

. N.1.C. President .

Mr. R. B. Maharaj, president of the Maritzburg
Branch of the Natal Indian Congress, said that the
choice of an Agent-General conld not have fallen on
worthier shinulders than Sir Karma to socceed Mr.
Sastri. Sir Kurma had bad a distingnished career
in the varied fields of public life in and outside
India, - -

Indians recognised the fact, proceeded My, Maha-
raj, that the task of an Agent-General in this coun-
try was by no means an easy oue. Varions conflict-
ing interests-bad to be studied- and reconciled with
deep understanding and sympsthy. Sir Kurma’s
distinguished predecessor, Mr. Sasiri, had contri-
buted much to bring. about a cordiality of feeling
and understanding between Europeans. and Indians.
They were sure that the new Agent’s presénce in
the Union and his work here wonld contribute to
the maintenance of that state of feeling. The In-
dians recognised the fact that gsince the birth of the
Capetown Agreement important chabnges had taken
place, which provided opportunities of uplift. They
also recognised and appreciated the faet that en-
lightened Enropean opinion had shown its willing-
ness to advance the principles laid down in the
agreement. They were a gection of the community
forming part and parcel of the Sonth Afriean people
and were no less anxious on their -part to do their
best to uplift themselves, (Hear, hear.) :

Professor Bews

Professor Bews in his capacity as chairman of the
Senate of the Nutal University College, associated
himself with the expressions of welcome. He was
interested to hear that Sir Kurma had begun his
distinguished career as a professor of Conatitutional
Law in one of the great Indian aniversities of India,
nawely, the Madras University. Such a qualifica-
tion he regarded as an excellent thing, for he felt
that many of the difficulties that they were faced
with in this country wounld not be solved by the
politician but by the professor. In this ecnnection
he thought that there should be appointed a pro-

fessorship in inter-racial economics,” who in the -

seclusion of his study would cotne face to face with
facts and work out a solution to their racial difh-
anlties. :

. Canon Harker, on bebalf of the Bishop of Natal,
joined in the welcome to Sir Kurma. He also felt
that the new Agent had a difficalt task in following
Mr. Sastri who bad placed the Indisn queslion in a
different position altogethey, L ‘

Sir K. V. Reddi’s Speech

_Bir Kurma V. Reddi was londly applanded on
neng 1o épeak and  thanking them for their wel-
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come he said that proof ¥as not wanting that he
waas also welcomed by the Earvopean community of
Maritzbarg, In Professor Bews he bad proof that
there w#8 a helping hund from the University, re-

.presentative of the intellectuai side, and the presenceo

of Canon Harker of a band of selfless workers, the
missionaries, for the benefit of the himmai race. )

“My work in this couniry,” siid Sir Kurma, *is
difficalt -and is muade more diffienlt by having to
succeed a distingnished predecessor. 1 do not in the
least fe=l that I am at a disadvanlage in succeeding
an jllestrions mar». He, being earlier than I, bhad
paved the way for me. During bis stay here doors
that were closed are opene.l not only to him bat to
me. To me it falls to continue the work that he
has so well begun, It ja trne that Mr, Sastri is a
rare gift of nature not often repeated. We have to
put up with such material (hat wo can get.”

Mr, Sastri's Work

Sir Karma attributed the success of Mr. Sastri's
work not 1o his genins bat to the goodwill and co-
uperation extended by the Europeans. They were
willing to do justice and (o rise above prejudice. . If
thege feelings were forthcoming it was possible for
lesser men than Mr. Sostri to achieve what he (Mr.
Sastri) had accomplished. If tbe same facilities
were given to him he felt that he would attain
heights not to the satisfaction of the Indian and the
Union Government or the people of South Africa
bnt to the ratisfaction of his own conscience. In
that spirit he shonld iike 10 make an appeal. The
Indian section had promised to co-operate and help
as far as it was in their power. The huge gathering
was an evidenco of that fact.

For a moment Sir Kurma left off to contradict
certain slatements made of bhaving sugpested an
entirely nzw Indian political organisation to super-
sede the existing ones. He hoped 1hat all Indians
would join the Congress, and effect, if they were
dissatisfied with its working, reforms from within.

" Question Of Franchise

Continning, Sir Kurma, in referring to the qmes-
tion of the franchise, said that he proposed to follow
the conrse pursaed by Mr., Sastri., Like Mr. Sastri
he found no reference to the grant of the franchise
in the agreement. He was here to perform the con-
tract entered into by the two Governments. Already
there were perceptible resnlts arising from the
agreement. Hitherio the Edancation Department
spent somo £26.000 to £27,000 ger annum for In-
dian education aud this year £56,000 has been pro-
vided in the budget for Indiun ednecation. The
Indian community were gratefnl to the Adminia-
trator, the Provincial Conneil and Mr., Hoaglt Bryan
who had secared the amount for ‘Indian edaeation.
There was the Sastri College in Darban. The main
building was nearing completion and college work
would soon be started. On the assamplion that the
Indian Government eould find the professors to staff
the college and who were expected to arrive in July,
3 commencement would be made in the first week
in Angust. At the college facilities were provided
for the training of teachers who eventoally would
be doing work of the samne standard that was being
dons in Earopean schools, -

Some Misunderstandings

Hq always beld the view, proceeded Sir Kurma,
that it was by no means an easy matter to distribute
even-banded justice to all. This was a difficulty
that was not only confined to Sonth Africa but also
to oth_er countries. Much of it was dne to misunder-
standing one another’s viewpoints. They- were to
find a means by which an understanding could be
arrived at with a resunit satisfactory to all.-

. There were racial difficnlties, and to find a sola-
tion throngh the aid of economie science still con-
tained another difficulty, that of inlerest, which was
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invariubly self-interest. On the whole economic

egquations failed to patisfy bumanity, and thongh

important, was by no means all. Tbere were other

factore to be comsidered, such as the Iuropean

plandard of living. Indiaune bad agrced. to accept
that standard and for those who had pot provisions
bad been made to leave the country. ’

Sir Knrma stated that economica again e¢ame and
placed difficulties, for the European standard was a
costly standard, and a coptly standard meant a
capacity to earn more. How were thoy to acguire
an additional income nualess they were irained in the
arts and trades in which the Enrnpeans excelled?
That was for them (the Europeans) to take the res-
ponsibility and lead the Indians on a8 fellow South
Africans.

Civilisation Signs

Economis diffienlty was not the only one, Sir
Kurma proceeded. The Earcpeans had achieved a
wonderful civilisation, but the Indians, too, had
achieved a different civilisation. Here came a great
difficulty. Indians here did not often show the
bighest signs of the civiligation of their anceslors,
bat nevertheless it was in their blood, It was a
civilisation which did not attach muach importance
to mundane matters. Worldly pleasares found
little place in Indian philosophy and literature.
Self-ahnegation and renunciation of worldly wealth
were the ideals in their country. They paid more
attention to the spiritnal side, the life after death,
while modern civilisatipn valned the bappiness of
man, and intellectnal and socinl life. ‘'owards that
end science had been hernessed and was caleunlated
to increase material comforts, ‘

Sir Kurma said that it was not suggested that one
civilisation was better than the other, Lut ho men-
tioned it to show how divergent they were. “To
assimilate a new civilisation was not an easy matter,”
he maid, “It would take time. It meant education
and opportunity to be given and time to realise and
assimilate it.”

Another Solution

Might he suggest, went on Sir Kurma, another
solution. That was an appeal both to the British
and the Dutch for the extension of a sympathetic
imagination. He was confident that the end which
they had in view they would achieve,

South Africa, Sir Kurma continned, was a vast
country, yet the present European population did
not exceed two millions and the Indian population
140,000, of whom ipany had left and many were
leaving. There were millions of acres not cnlii-
vated, and Indians were proved agriculturists.
Could they not be taken to produce a little more?
Did it not add to the national wealth and to the
products of the country ? ‘

Sons Of The Soil

Sir Kurma stated that five.sixths of the Indians
here were born in this land, and acecording to inter-
national law they were nationals of the couniry of
birth. They were the sons of the soil, They were
entitled to the protection of the Goverament and
the sympathy of the people. He was neither a
dreamer nor a visionary, but had eyes to sees and
ear8 {0 hear. Sounth Africa was the yonngest nation
in the world, and with its youth possessed vitality
and vigour and above all, hope. It had a part to
play in the progress of civilisation and advancement
of the haman race. It bhad foll antonomy and a
fature to pnsh on the whesl of the world’s advance--
ment. They wonid need help. Give the Indians
the necessary opportunity and they wounld rise to
tho oceasion, ‘ ‘

*That is the imagination T ask you to have, and
I know this sympathetic imngination would solve
the problem.” declared Sir Kurma, :

To the Indiuns tha speaker puidl that it was troe
that they found themselver in dillieult circumatar,ces,
They were apt to pnt it down to racial differonces,
They should remember that there was another side,
not a racial but an econoraie one, They should not
believe that everything was done with a particalar
epirit. Alwaye attribate the best intentions.

“Be friendly,” concinded $'r Korma, “for Enro-
pean civilisastion will recognive justice, and justice
will be domno to yon,” {Loud applause,)

Indian Education

On Satneday Sir Kurma V., Reddi addressed the
Maritzbarg Branch of the Natal Inlian Teachers’
Socioty in the H.Y.M.A, Library. Mr Hagh Bryan,
the Soperintendent of Edacation, presided,

Sir Karma eaid that ho woald nise his good offices
in pressing tho claims for the purposs of getting an
enhancad snbsidy for Indian education, He thought
that Indian teachers shonld learn something of the
high ideals containad in Indiun literature and impart
it in tarn to the children in their achools.

‘It would be one of the means of bringing -the
two countrics, India and Soath Africa, together,”
gais]l Sir Karma.

In the afternoon Sir Kurma laid the foundation
stone of the pavilion on the Indian Sports Ground.
Bafore porforming tho ceremaony he referred to the
sporting activities of Sonth Africans having now a
represoentative cricket and tennis team in England.
Hs waia looking forward to tho day when an Indian
team wonld come here. {Hear, hear),—Nulal Wiiness,

Sabarmati Ashram

Some Foreign Visitors

In a previous issne of Young 7ndie I hod occasion
to deseribo an interesting interview that Dr. John
Mott had with Mahatima Gandhi writes ‘P’ in  Youny
Indie, The number of foreign visitors that have
been coming to Lhe Ashram has becn continunally on
the increase, betokening a growing interest of the
outsicde world in India and her problems. These
visitors naturally constitute a motley nssortment.
Tirus thera are professors, men of letters, mission-
aries, pacifista and prohibitionists, war resisters, re-
presontativea of yonth movement. It will be of
intereat to tho readers to know tbat the memento
which they love most to take with them from the
Ashram i3 carpet picces prepated from coarse,
irregular yarn spun by novices. The two books that
find most favour with them at the Ashram book-siull
are Gandhiji's Self-reslraint, Solf-indulyonce and Guids
le Healfh, Their oconversutions naturally cover a
wide range of subjects, Some of theso talks are too
peraonal and sacred for reproduction buot there are
gome others equally interesting, like the talk with
Dr. John Mntt, which can be shared with by readers
of Youny Indic, 1 yivein this issnethe subslance of
fonr such talks.

A Labour Imperialist

The first was with a Britivh Labour Imperialist.
This fuir visitor began apolpgetically: ‘Of course
you would like us to clear out of the country alto-
gether”  ‘No,” replied Gandhiji, ‘on the contrary I
shoutd like to kerp the English here, bat on our
terms—not as lords and mastors but as trao servants
of the people, In a free India the English shall
have 1o ho content with an equnal status with the
sons of the soil which means that they wmust re-
nounce the specinl privileges which they at present
enjoy as members of the ruling race”’ 'But they
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ay not like to remain hera on those terq:s,’ con-
t?n:ed the fair visitor, ‘and yvet don’t yon _thmk th_at
there is mnch that Eneland can t_t'-nch _In'r’lm—cerln.ln
things for which she has a special g:ft.*. Gandhbiji
asked ber to explsin forther. She mentioned Eng-
land's political sense, her gift of evolving and
managing dvmocratic institutions, wblcl} she oonl.d
impart to India. Gandkiji slrongl_y. disaented : ‘I
question this ¢laim to exclusive polmm_l genge that
the English arrogate to themselves, It i one t_1f the
greatest snperstitione of the age and the snrprice to
me i8 that even the mcest level-headed among the
English some¢times snccumb to it. Thert_a is moch
in British political institations that I admire., But I
am no fettieh worehipper. I do not believe that
they are the paragon of perfection or that they maost
be adopted by India at any price. The English
bave not been able to make a perfect snceess of them
even in their own country, much lees to demonatrate
that they are the Lest model for the whol? world to
adopt. There are Englishmen who admit that the
Mother of Parliaments has not folfilled all the ex-
pectationa that were entertained of her.’

Claim of Trusteeship

"The air of enperiority apart, interposed the
questioner, ‘which I believe is merely on the sarface,
eonld not the English help India in certzin things
in which India is deficient? ‘I do not depy that
England canbelp Indin in a variety of ways,’ re-
joined Gandbifi. ‘I only question her eclaim of
trosteeship. What is exe:llent in Dritish politieal
ipstitutions ja there for the wbole world to see gnd
copy. The British need not come all the way to
India a8 rnlers to teach us political wisdom. What-
ever is worlh adopting for India must come to her
through the process of aesimilation, not foreible
superimporition. For instance the Chinese possess
the cunning of the band in puinting which is all
their own. It ie there for the wholn world to ad-
mire and jmitate. You wonld not expect the
Chiness to come and lake possession of England to
teach to her the Chinese fine arts, wounld yon? ‘No,’
explained the English triend, realising the false
position into wbich she had uncontciouely betrayed
herself.

The convereation next turned on how the mutuzl
relations hetween England and India should be ad-
josted. ‘They shonld be adjusted on the vrinciple,’
replied Gandhiji, ‘that each nation should refrain
from a policy that might be.in conflict with the
interests of the other.’

Untouchable Saints

The second was with a, fair Ameriean. Nothing
arresls the attention of foreizn missionaries and
humanitarians 80 much as India's crusade against the
curse of untouchability and comparisons between
Indizn ‘entouchability’ and the Negro question in
America sre not infrequently made.

The queetion was gone into in some detail by thig
American friend, 1s the plight of the untoucbable
28 hard ag that of the Negro in America?’ the asked,
“There can be no troe comnarison between the two,
replied Gandbiji. ‘They are dissimilars, Depressed
and oppreesed s the untouchable is in his own land,
there i8 no legal diserimination in force apainst him

48 it is in the case of the Negro in America, Then,

thongh our orthodoxy sometimes betrays a bhardness
of beart that capnot but cavse drep angnish to 3
bumanitarian, the superstitions prejudice against the
Bntouchable never breaks ont into soch savage fury
a3 it does rometimes ip Amerjca against the Negro,
The }yrching of the Negro ia not an oncommon
ocenrrence in America, But in India such ibings
are fmpomible becaume of our tradition of pon.
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violence. Not only that, the homanitarian renti-
ment in India bae fo far prevailed against caste
prejadice as to resnlt even in the canonisation of
individnal notouchables. e have several un-
touchable sainte. I wonder whether you have any
Negro saints among you. The prejudice against un-
touchability is fast wearing out. I wish somebody
could assnre me that the tide of colonr prejudice
had gpent itself in Ameriea.’

{ To be Confinued )

The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

- [BY M. K. Gaxpm1}
Part V. Chapter XIV.

Face To Face Wit AHIMSA

My object was to inquire into the condition of the
Champaran agricalturists and understaod their grievances
agsinst the indigo planters. For this parpose it was
neceseary that 1 should meet thoussnds of the ryots,
But I deemed it essential, before starting on my inquiry,
to know toe planters’ side of the case and see the com-
missioner of the Division I sought snd was granted
appointmdnts with both,

The Secretary of the Planters’ Association told me
plaioly that 1 was an outsider and that I had no busi-
Defs to come between the planter and their tenants, but
i€ I Liad any representation to make, I might sabmit it
in writing, I politely told him that I did not regard
myself a8 an ontsider, and that 1 Lad every right to
inquire into the condition of the tenants if they desire
me to do so.

The Cowmmissicner, on whom I called, proceeded to
bolly me and advised me forthwith to leave Tirhut,

T acquainted my co workers with all this, and told
them 4bat there was a likelihood of Goverament stopping
me from proceeding further and that I wight have to
go to jail earlier than I had expected, and that if I was
to be arreeted, it wonld be best that the arrest shonld
take place in Motibari, and if possible, in Bettiab. It
was advisable, therefore, 1hat I shonld go to those places
a8 early as possible.

Champaran is a distriet of the Tirhnb division and
Motibari is its headqnarters. Rajkumar Shokla’s place
was in the vicinity of Bettiah and the tepants belonging
to the Kothis in its neizhbonrhood were the poorest in
the district. Rajkamar Shokla wanted me to see them
and T was eqaally anxioos to do so.

So 1 started with my co-workers for Motibari the
eawe day. Babn Gorakhprasad barboured us in his
home which became a ciravapserai, It could bardly
contain us all. The very same day we heard that abong
five miles from Motibari, a tepsnt had been ill-treated,
It was decided that in compuny with Babu Dharanidhar-
prasad I shonld go and see him the next morning, and
we accordingly set off for the place on elephant’s back,
Aun elephant, by the way, is about 08 common in
Champaran as a bollock-cart in Gujarat, We had scarely
gone belf way when a messenger from the Police
Saperintendent overtonk us and gaid tha the latter had
sént his compliments, 1 saw what he weant. Having
left Dharanidbar Babo to proceed to the original destin-
ation, I got into the hired carriage which the messenger
had bronght. He then gerved on me 8 notice to leave
Champaran, and drove me to my place. On his asking
me to acknowledge service of notice, I wrote to the
effect that I did not. propoee to com ly with it and leave
Chempsran tiit my inquiry wee finished, Theteupon,
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1 received & enmmons to take my trisl the next day for
disubeying the order to leave Champaran.

1 kept awake ‘that whole night writing letters and
giviog necessary instructious to Babu Brajakishoreprassd,

The news of the notice and the summons spread like
wild fire and i was told that Motihari that day witnessed
unprecedented scenes. Gorakhbabu’s _house and courb
house overflowed with men, Fartunately, [ had finished
all my work during the night and eo  was ablé to cope
with the crowds. My companions proved the greatest
help. They occupied themselves with regulating the
crowds, for the latter followed me wherever 1 went.

A sort of friendlinesa sprang up between Lhe oflicinls—
Collector, Magistrate, Police Superintendent and myself.
I might Liave lepally resisted the notices served on me.
Instead, T accepted them ull, and my, condact toxards
the officials was correct. They thussuw that I did unot
want to offend them personally, bot that I wanted to
offer civil resistance to their orders. Iu thin way they
were put at ease, and instead of harassing me they gladly
availed themselves of my and my co-workers’ co-op-ration
in regulating the crowds. But it was an ocnlar dewounsir-
ation to them of the fact that their authority was shaken.
The people had for the moment lost all fear of
punishment, and yiclded obedience to the power of love
which their new fri-nd exerciged.

It shonld bz remembered (hat no one koew me in
Champaran. The-peasants were all ignorant. Champaran,
being far up north of Gnoges, and right at the foot of
the Himalayss in close proximity to Nepal, was cut
off from the rest of India. The Congliess wus practicaliy
unknown in those parte. Even i1hose who had heard
the name of the Conpress slnank from joining it or even
mentioning it.  And now the Congress and its members
had entered this land, though pot in the name of the
Congress, yet in a far more real senge,

In copsultation with my co-workers, 1T had decided
ths ! nothing should Le done in the name of the Conar gss,
‘What we wanted was work and nob pame, substasce
and not shadow. Tor the name of the Coenpress was
the befe noire of the Government and their controllers—
the planters. To them the Congress wa: a byword for
lawyers’ wrangles, evasion of law through legaj lnopholus,
a byword for bomb and snarchical crime and for
diplomacy and hypocrisy. We had to disillugion them
both. Thercfore we bad decided nat to wmention the
name of the Congres, and not to acquaint tha peasants
with the organisation called the Comaoress It was
enough, we had thougbt, if th-y anderstood and followed
the apirit of the Congress, instend of its letter.

No emissaries had therefore been sent there, openly
or secretly, on behalf of the Congress Lo prepare Lhe
ground for our arrival. Rajkumar Shukla was incapabl-
of reaching the thousands of pasams. No political

work had yet been dome amopgst them. The world
outside Champaran was nob known to them. And yeb
they received me as thongh we bad heen age-long friends.
It is no exaggeration but the literal truth to eay that
in thiz meeting with the pessanis, 1 was face t.o face
with God, Abimea and Truth.

When I came 1o examine my title to t.lm mhsutlon,
1 find no ing but ay love fo: the people. Awd thiz in
ture is nothiog but an expression of my unshakable
fuithb in Ahimsa. .

Tbat day in Champaran was an unforgettable event
in my life, and a red let.ter day for the pensints and

. for me.

“According to the la“ I was to be on my trinl, but
truly speakiog, Government was bo be on ita trial, | ‘The
Commissioner only succeeded in trapping Government
in the net which he had spread for me. .

[ MAX LEVY |
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